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For Lauren Durant 11, going to school every day dressed like everyone else 

in a dull white shirt and black pants interferes with her right to the 
pursuit of happiness~ 

"YOU don't get the pleasure of wearing whatever you like," she complained 
during an interview 'in her principal's office. 

Carlos Gonzalez, 12 years old and in the seventh grade, sees it more 

dramatically. "I feel like I'm in prison, II he declared~ 


So goes the prepubescent'grumbling at Rogers Middle School, one of 70 
elementary and middle schools in Long Beach, which last year became the first 
public school district in the country to require that color-coded uniforms be 
worn in its classrooms~ 

Too bad, respond school administrators, faculty and parents. In a world where 
status is often measured by a child's sneaker brand or jacket color, the adults 
contend that uniforms are a possible answer to long-standing school ailments 
like gang involvement, truancy and even racial polarization. And unless the 
courts knock down the policy t they say, uniforms are here to stay. 

Legal experts say school distriots like this one must tread lightly when 
implementing uniform policies, which are being tried and tested at individual 
schools in a number of states. "When you talk about clothing, you talk about 
suits," said Gary Marx t senior associate director of the American Association of 
School Administrators in Arlington l Va. 

The Supreme Court ruled in 1969 that clothing (in this case, a black armband 
protesting the Vietnam War) is a mode, of self-expression and as such ( protected 
under the First l~endment. ConsequentlYJ say experts, public schools must offer 
parents the right; to decline. to have their children wear uniforms. students who 
do not wear them cannot he punished •

• 

Although Long Beach has given parents the right to nopt out" of the uniform 
policy I fewer than 400 have done so. The American Civil Liberties union and the 
Legal Aid Foundation of Long Beach have jointly filed suit in Los Angeles County 
Superior Court on behalf of 25 families, alleging that the uniform policy 
imposes monetary hardship on poor families. They also contend the district has 
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provided inadequate information on the option to decline participation and is 
harassing children who opt out. 

tlI just don't see how this is benefiting the kids at alII" said Beth Haire, a 
plaintiff in the suit whose daughter is a fourth-grader. "Freedom of expression 
would help them in life." 

But most parents believe the benefits of the uniforms far outweigh the 
detractions. More than 99 percent of the Long Beach student body donned the 
color-specific clothes last year, and the number is even greater this school 
year, said the district's spokesman, Dick Van Der Laan. 

tlI think it's wonderful," said Charlene Ebright, mother of a seventh-9rader~ 
ItTheir behavior is more business-like. They recognize their job in the family is 
to be educated, and they come ready to do that." 

A comparison of the 1993-94 school year, before most Long Beach schools 
required the uniforms, to last year reveals assault and battery cases in 
district schools are down by 34 percent. Fighting dropped 51 percent. Drug cases 
fell by 69 percent and sex ·offenses are down 74 percent. And at so~e schools~ 
attendance, teacher respect and even grades are up significantly. 

"l really thought we were wasting our time on it,1t said shawn Ashley, the 
principal of Franklin Middle School in Long Beach. But "you could start seeing 
the signs visually in behavior within the first month~ We thought it was the 
halo effect but it just kept going, month after month." 

A number of districts across the country allow schools· to decide on an 
individual basis whether to use uniforms# and many have chosen to do so, such as 
those in Dade County, Fla., and Seattle_ District of columbia school officials 
say students in 32 public schools wear uniforms. 

The D.C. school board voted in 1991 to require every public sohool in the 
District to establish a dress code that requires students to wear appropriate 
clothing. The board's policy allows each school oommunity to decide whether to 
adopt uniforms, but schools are not allowed to punish students who don't wear 
them. 

Vincent Arrays, a'spokesman for D.C. schools; said the uniform policy has had 
a positive effect at some schools. "At Roper (Middle School], the grades went up 
and the student demeanor has changed for the positive," Arraya said. "Kids are 
more concentrated on academics. It's a turn-around. The uniforms give students a 
sense Qf responsibility. It says clothing is not that important. The peer 
pressure of getting clothing that is expensive or of a particular brand 
disappears." 

But school officials are hesitant to require entire districts to implement 
dress codes. In Oakland, school officials looked elosely at the Long Beach 
experiment and decided this school year to put all their pupils in uniforms too. 
They were also sued by tha ACLU, which raised the same issues as in the Long
Beach suit. The case is pending_ 

Long Beach Unified has many of the problems and challenges faced by other 
large, urban school districts. About 34 percent of the 58,800 elementary and 
middle school students qualify for federal aid, and 60 percent receive free or 
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reduced lunches. The district" is 35 percent Hispanic, 21 percent white, 20 
percent black and 16 percent Asian. 

The impetus for the uniforms, school administrators say, was parents' 
concerns of q,an':J involvement and the fear that students, by inadvertently
wearing qanq-sp.acific colors and subtle gang insignia like. handkerchiefs, could 
be mistaken by :Siome gangs as belonging to rival groups. 

"They'd be attacked and beaten within an inch of their lives, II said Donald 
Erickson, a professor emeritus at the University of California at Los Angeles 
Graduate School of Education, who has spent hundreds of hours observing Long 
Beach schoolchildren for an ongoing study on the effects of the uniforms. 

A plaque outside Rogers Middle School, which is considered one of the less 
troubled schools in the district, is telling. It warns! "NOTICE: Persons on 
these premises are subject to search for weapons by metal detectors. Possessions 
of weapons on sl:::hool grounds is a c;rime. n 

While students often bemoan the regimented dress~ they also aCknowledge that 
the uniforms have made school safer. 

til like them because it's harder for other people to get in. There are not as 
many fights and weapons" as before, said Kyle Brannon t 11t who attends Rogers 
Middle School. III used to have a fear of coming here, of being beaten up. I'm 
not scared of anything anymore." 

still j those monitoring the apparent changes in students' behavior are leery 
of attributing the district's triumphs solely to the uniforms. 

"We don't see it as a panacea/II said Long Beach Superintendent carl Cohn. 
"I'm delighted with the results/II he said, "but I'm cautious claiming that it's 
all about uniforms. ,. 

But UCLA professor Erickson is more convinced. "Is it a one-year blip? ltd be 
more skeptical than I am if' I hadn't spent so much time in Long Beach 
classrooms. lI 

According to teachers and school administrators, the color code has reduced 
tension between different ethnic groups, which used to dress according to their 
clique. NOw, at least visually, the pupils all belong to the same group: the 
school. 

Ashley, formE~r principal of washington Middle School in Long Beach, said that 
before the ·unifcfrms t relations between the Hispanic and Cambodian children were 
tense. 

tlAt Washington {the uniforms] were very good for racial problems. More 
students were wearing backpacks and acting like students. Racial tension 
decreased [and] referrals to the office decreased," he said. 

Fuxthermore J after one year of the uniforms, said Ashley, "We had one-third 
of stUdents on honor roll where traditionally weld had 15 percent." 

Darlene Haberman, a veteran first grade teacher at Whittier Elementary. the 
first school in the district to implement uniforms five years ago, can't say 
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enough about the benefits. 

"We don't see the fights' on"the 'playground like we used to,"" she said~ "They 
COme dressed neatly, clean. They fe'el good about themselves. I see a whole 
difference in the c<?'mntunity. spirit.," 

Staff writer DeNeen L~ Brown in washington contributed to this report. 

GRAPHIC: Map, dave cook; Photo, lawrence k. ho/los angeles times, Students in 
uniforms play in schoolyard at Long Beach, Calif., middle school. Despite some 
students' feelings that the outfits quash personal expression, officials and 
parents say the uniforms will remain a part of schools' regimen. Although Long 
Beach sChools have given parents the right to lIopt out" of the school uniform 
policy for theil::' children, fewer than 400 have done so. 
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11:03 A.M. Pst 

The President: Thank you. Thank you very much. Thar.k 

you, Melissa Mac:J.:"t. Didn't she do a good job? Give her another 

hand. (Applause.) M<Iyor O'Neil; S',1perintendent Cohn; Chief Ellis; 

our host prinCipal, Alexis Ruiz«Alessi, the prinCipal of Jackie 

Robinson Academy, where we are now. (Applause.) To the president of 

the Board of Education Bobbie Smith -- (applaUSE, -- ~o the Jrotc 

groups from Wilson BP.c1 Poly. thank you very much for being here. 

O\pp:ause.) h..'1d to the 201y High School Band, thank you very much 
for playing so ...·e1l. ;Applause. ) 

,:rust before I came out:. here T had a ::"ittle roundtable 

diElcussion about the school uniform policy w~t:h v.elissa and another 

fine student names Maurice Troutman, and a number of -- (applause). 

I thought he ...ras going to run for office someday. (Laughter.) He's 

already seeded the crowd. (:"aughter.) And a number of teachers and 

parents and t:he ch~ef and your Board president, I would like for all 

the people Wh<l were in our rou:1dtable t.o stand and be recognized. 

They did such a gcod job of edaca:.ing.':ne about what was done. Thank 

you very much. (Applause,l 


]:'m glad to be back in Long Beach, It seems like on:y 

yesterday wher, I was here last. {Laughter .j I do have my pen on 

today, it's sort o~ my uniform., J"nd I'm honored to he here. I came 

here today to applaud and support the efforts of this remarkable 

community. 


Yesterday the Mayor and commun;;"ty leaders briefed me on 

C!1e retr.arkable plan that thin community has to revive itself and deal 

with the inpact o~ ~!1e defense downsizing of the last several years. 

Today I'm here t.o support what: over the leng run may have an even 
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more pro::ound impact on t::J.e future of this community and our country. 
This remarkab.le progress you have shown in your schools as a result 
of the school uniform policy -- making them safer, more disciplined 
and orderly, freeing teachers t.o focus on teaChing and students to 
focus on their job of learning, You a~e returning their ochools to 
their original purpose, and proving that public institutions can 
excel when th~y have high standards, high expectations for all 
children and a high purpose with a strategy at the grass-roots level 
sup~orted by ,:werybody in the community for carrying it out. 

: nave to tell you on a very persona: note, as ! told 
the panel, ~his cas made my life at home even a little ~ore difficult 
beca:lse ~or 10 years -- ).0 years~* several times a yea.;::, before Long 
Beach fi::lally took this ground-breaking $tep, the only per.30n who 
ever tal!ced t.o me about school uniforms was t.he First Lac.y. 
:Laugh,::er.) And tlix or seven times a year we'd go to Chelsea's 
school and we'd go to this or that event at school, or we'd vlsit 
other public schools and she'd come home and say, you know, if we had 
a uniform poLicy it would make things better In these $choo~a" I 
heard it over and over and over again. And thanks t.o you, I have to 
listen to, I told you so. (Laughter and applause" 1 

Being able to ecdure, "I told you so," is one of the 
essential requirements of a successful marriage -- {laugh~er} --a~d I 
must say I can't think of a time when I have enjoyed hearing it more. 
I applaud all of you. 

r want to take a few moments today to talk ~bout how 
what: you have done here !:its ioto the :'arger pattern of what I hope 
is 90i~g on in America and what X am trying to do and what we are 
trying to do :'0 help YO"'l to spread this message throughout the United 
States, 

,",'hen I became Presideut I war; convinced that our country 
t.ad to go into the :iext century '::lakir.g s:.gcif::.can:: chacgea if we 
wanted to e:iSUre ~hat tee American Dream was available to everyone 
wil:ing to weck for it, without regard to their race or income or 
ba=kground. rf we wanted to bri~g the A~erican peop:e together 
inotead of seeing them co~tinue to drift apart, and if we wanted to 
see our country remain the leading force in the world for peace and 
freedom and prosperity, we have worked very hard over the last three 
years on all those three objectives, and we see ~hat while progress 
has been made which is very substantial, serious challenges remain 
Challenges that can only be met if we do a better jOb of worki~9 
together. 

If you were to ask me what the single moSt significant 
lesson I have learned as your Pre$~dent in the last three years is. ! 
would with o~t hesitation answer, it is that when Americans 
work together we never lose, ar.d when we are divided we defeat 
ourselves, {Applause.) 

'!'oday Califor;;ia newspapers reported 285, 000 new jobs in 
this state in 1995 alone. We a:::e moving tr..is economy --almost: S 
;-oi11io:1 new jobs, a 15-year high in eotneowr.erehip, three years of 
record highs in new businesses formed. Businesses o;""ned by women 
alene in the last three years have created more new jobs than the 
Fortune 500 have laid off. (Applause.) The combi!Jed races of 
unemploYTnent, infla~ion a:1d home mortgage :interest rates are the 
lowest they've been in 27 ye€lr$. We €Ire ooving forward. 

But we knew -- we know -- that a lot of Americans have 
not participated in this economic recovery. They h€lven't gotten a 
raise, or they live in the inner city or isolated rural areas where 
there aren't. any new jobs, or they work for one of these b~g 
companies where sometimes when theY're my Qge and ready to send ~heir 
own children to college they've been dO;"'I1sized, So we have more 
challenges to meet until we can say to every American you're going to 
live i:l a tr.ore rapidly changing ecom?my, but you '.;fill still be all 
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right if YOU're willing to work for ie. 

If you look at our most fundamental institucions, many 

of the social problems we've had, the objective indicators clearly 

point out ~he fac~ that on balance our schools are doing a better 

job. You should know that the welfare rolls are down in this 

country, the poverty rolls are down in this country. Every state in 

the country has report.:ed a decline in violent crit':'le. This is all 

encouraging, Th~t'$ the good news. 


Everybody knows this country is still too violent, it's 

still too dangerous for children, there are still too many problems 

out there, there are still too many people trapped in a culture of 

dependence when they ought to be out working and being succes$ful in 

supporting their families and contributing to their communities and 

country, So we have a lot to do. 


~ow, a lo~ of the things we have to do involve 

modernizing our system$. For example, we have reduced the .;dze of 

your national government, we have gotten rid of thousands of pages of 

regulation, we've made it far less bureaucrat~c. I~'s the smaJlest 

govermr,ent you've had in 30 years. But you don't want it to be weak; 

it's still st;t:"ong eno".lgh to be there when you need it if there is an 

earthquake or a fire or a flood. It's still strong enough to be 

there to help companies change when they have to go fro~ defense to 

civilian construction. And these are the kinds of things ~hat we 

need to focus on. I want to give you a government that is les5 

bureaucratic and smaller, but still able to help every person, every 

fanu.ly, every neighborhood, every ~ornm\l.nity make the most ,)f their 

own lives. (Applause,) 


J'....'1d so all the institution,s have to char:ge, we have to 

~odernize. l~ just a couple of weeks the Vice Presiaent and I w~ll 


be out here ~~ celebrate Net Day in California, the biggest next step 

in our campai':Jn to :naice sure that by the j-ear 2000 every single 

classroom and every single library in this cocntrf w~ll be hooked up 

to the Internet -- 20 per.cent of California's schools will be· hocked 

up thin year. (Applause.) 


aut it's no~ all modern. Some of what we have to do is 

to get back ~~ basic va:~en a,-d basic institutions. I see at least 

two members of the Congress out here, Congress!'t.an Horn and 

congressrran Martinez ~- there may be others here. We know that there 

are things in Washington we cannot do that you have t.o do. We have 

to find ways to reassert the vitality of the basic institu~ions of 

this country, of the fam~ly, of the ,schools; of the ne~ghborhood and 

the community. . . 


In the Bchools, I have always had a very simple f'ormula. 

I believe I have spent more time in classrooms, more time listening 

to teachers and parents and students than any person who had the 

privilege to hcld this office... And I believe that all children can 

learn. I think that we have co have high expectations. (Applause. ) 


1 believe in high national standards. r believe in high 

technology, nationally spread. But I believe in grass-roots reform, 

giving kids a good head start, giving every person aCCESS to college 

and giving adults a lifetime chance to always, always get education 

when they need it for economic reasons. (Applause.) But let's not 

kid ourselves. None of this is going to work unless our $choola work 

and unless our children feel safe and secure; unless tta enviror.ments 

of education a~e disciplined and drug free. 


We saw t:he cragic consequer.ces of the time in which we 

live again just a few days ago W~~~ the terri~le, pair.ful agonizing 

senseless shooting of that fifth-grade teacher in front. of his 

students in :"'os Angeles. We are praying -- I'm sure all of you will 

pray alcng 'io.'ith our £arr::'ly that Alfredo Perez will pull through, and 

that his wife, who is also a Bchoo1 teacher, will have the courage, 
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the bravery t~ carry on, and that those students in that school who 

underwe~t tha~ horrible ey.perie~ce will sOw~how find the courage to 

believe in their adults who are responsible for their lives, so that 

they can go and grow and learn again. 


We know that most of our schools are safe, but we know 

that our country is not as safe as it ought to be. We know that 

every'parent who walks a child to the bus stop and waves goodbye in 

the morning should never worry whether the child will come home 

safely. Every parent has a right to expect that their children will 

be safe in school, Eve::;y parent has a right to believe that the 

children are spending their time lear~ing and teachers are able to 

spend the day teaching. (Applause.} 


~hen we identify national problems that have to be 

solved by :ocal cO~Jnities using basic values, what I believe we 

should do a~ the national level is to help to define what we ought to 

do and let you decide t-.OW to de it. That's what we're here to 

celebrate today, (Jl.pplu".Jse,} We've tried to help promote school 

safety with the Gun-Free Schools Act. We are educatL~g our children 

through yO\1 with the funds we provide abcut the dangers of drugs with 

the help of the Safe And Drug-Free Schools Act. We are tackli~ 

student drug use through our :random drug testing programs that we 

have a.dvocated for local filchoQl distl:icts, We are getting tough on 

criminals when they are seriously violent by permitting the 

prosecution of hardened young criminals as adults. tve are promoting

greater parental invo:!. yemeni:: through our family partnership for 

learning at the Department of Education, We are supportiog you and 

teaching our children the values of hard work, discipltne, tnut'..lal 

respect through the introduction of character education prograrr.s all 

across America, again, at the initiative of local schocl distr.lcts, 

not from Washington. But when you want to do it we're there for you 

and we think yeu should do it (Applause.) 


And we have worked very hard in this country where so 

many people come from such diverse backgrounds and so many diffe!:ent 

faiths which they want to express in different ways, to say that the 

F'irot Amer:drnent' s freedom of religion is the. freeclon-, from oppress:,o:l, 

but it doe~n't make schools religion-free ZoneB. There is a way 

peop:e car. pursue their values and their faith consistent with the 

First Ar:Jendment. ?te ~ve tried to do all these things. (Applause. ) 


But I have ~o say, ~n the end i~ ~at~ers whether all or 

you are working together and whether your ~ounterpa~ts in every 

nchool district in America are working together. That's why I took 

so:ne pai!1s in the State of the Union address to urge that other 

achool districts in our nation consider following the example of Long 

Beach on school uniforms. (Applause.) 


One of the great hazards of our culture, with all of its 

wonderful opportur.ities, is that we can sometimes, as a friend of 

mine used to say, without meaning to teach our children to minor in 

the majors and major in the minors. It's importan:. to be able ':-0 

~ke a good living and it's important to be able to buy thir.gs that 

you'd like to have, but that's not the most important thing in life, 

and it's tragic when yOl.mg people without a balanced upbringing, 

withou,;;; grounded values, withoct a secure education, wind up 

believing that it'3 all right ~o kill somebody ~or a pair of 

sneakers or jewelr;r' or a designer :acket. 


In Detroit, a 15-year-old boy was shot recently for his 

$S6 basketball shoes. In Fort Lauderdale, a 15-yeay-old s~ader.t was 

robbed of ~i!3 jewelry. Just this past December, near where:: live 

now, in Oxo~ Hill, V~ryland, a 17-year-old honor student was killed 

at a bus seop, just s~andir.g there -- caught in a cross-fire during 

the robbery of another student's designer jacket. 


As parents, every one of us has been wrenched by these 

stories, We cannot stand idly by while our children are having their 
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childhoods robbed from the~ and from us by people weo place more 
value on the ~terial things tr~n even hu~an :ife, not to mention 

b..:.rran learnin'3. 


The Long Beach Unified SchOol District and the parents 

here have not stood idly by. I want to again say, the entire United 

States of America is in your debt because you took the first step to 

show that elementarj and middle school students could wear uniforms 

to claslJ, reduce violence, reduce truancy, redace disorder, and 

i:lcrease learning _. and, as was said more ably than me by my 

renarkable introducer, give a sense of unity and purpose and t.eanwork 

to the students and the schools that are in this school district. We 

are 911 in your debt in the U~ited States, (Applause.) 


After the first year of this program, fights between 

students and other students who bring g'Jns :::0 school were cut in 

half. Overall crime in the schoolo was Cut by more ::~n a third -

ir. cne year. In addition to safety, learning ~mproved, schoolwork 

became more important for students than showing off what they were 

wearing or resenting what aerneone else W9S wearing. And maybe most 

important of allover the long run, I think these uniforms do not 

stamp out individuality among our young people. Instead. they Slowly 

teach our young people one of life's rr~s~ important lessons -- that 

what rea~ly counts is what you are and ",hat yo'.! can becomiJ: 0::1 the 

ir.~ide,.not ~hat you are wearing on the outside. (Applause,) 


And at leag~ on that score, I think you can make a 

serious argument that this school uniform benefit.s the children of 

affluent families as much as it benefits the children of poor 

families, ~cause that is a lesson all our children need to learn. 

{Applause, 1 


aut in the end, we should remember it should be safety 

first, I was so moved in this panel listening to Melissa ta:k about 

unity, and then listening to young Maurice say, I can walk down the 

street now and because I have my uniform on those gangs know that I'm 

not a problem, I'm just a student; I don't have to look over my 

r,;houlder all the time, 


It is wrong for a young person to look over h4s or her 

sbou:der walki~g down the street Ot the Uhited States of k~erica. 

That is wron~l. (Applause.) And you have helped to stop it, 

{Applause, l 

And let me say finally abou~ you, you dLd it, reflecting 

the 1eso.on ! said that was the moot in:portant I have ~earned:. you 

d:'d this together. This was not imposed on you. The parents decided 

to do it, working with the teachers, working with the school board. 

working w~th the police department, working with others. You workeq

this out together. 


And I've learned about ~he differences from sehool to 

ochool, :'v(~ learned about the differences in pe~i$s~ble uniforms. 

I've :earned all, about this. It has really pleased we ~o underst.and 

just how ':'Jiuch of. a grass-roots endeavor this is. And that also is 

important. 


I do want. to say, though, that in all the years that! 

have spent. in publiG schools, the thing that hss trustrated me most 

i~ that nearly every problem in AMel'.'ica r.as been solved by Homebody 

somewhere in some school. But ideas don't travel very we1::.. ?he 

,,"cost heartening thi:<g to me, although I know it's been a headache for 

your superintendent, is that you've been deluged with phone calls. 

That'S good, That jT,eans people say. I'm not too proud to learn from 

them, 


You know, the founding fathers of th:,s country set up 

state gcvernments as the laboratories of der~.ocracy with the express 

ir.tent; that they would not be too proud t.o learn from one ar.other, 
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When I was a governor, whenever we were the first state to do 
sOffieching, 1 was always proud of chat; but I used to tell our people, 
~'m even more proud when we're the second state to ao something 
beca~se that meant chat we weren't too arrogant, hard-headed. and 
deaf to learn from what somebody else was doing right. (Applause.) 

So we want :'0 BlAppor::: what. you have done here. And so 
we have taken on t.he job of finding out what works and how. And 1 
want you to know that just before I came here tod;;ty I Bigned a 
direct.ive instructing the Secretary of Educa-=ion to distribute this 
new ~a~ual on Bchool uniforms to everyone of the ~atio~'o 16,000 
school districts so they will know how to do what you did. 
{Applause" j 

The :lepart:nent of Educat::.on '....orked with the Department 
of Justice and the Attorney General to develop this. It's a road map 
:or the establishment of a policy for school unifo~G for schoole 
that want to use the tool. It provides a central source of . 
info!;mation llbout successful programs, yours and those the:: have 
followed that: are making a difference all across America, 

Let me be clear, this is ~ct a na::ional government 
mandate. This is not washington te:li:lg any school 0::: achool 
district what: to do. The decision about whether to adopt a uniform 
policy as (I tool in an overall program to promote safety and improve 
lear:lLng is n local decision to be made entirely by parents, 
teachers, and lccal school officials. But at least now nobody will 
gay, we did~'t know about this, we couldn't imagine how to do it, and 
we're not sure it will work. If they read this, they will know it. 
will work and they'll k::lowabout i.t aad they'll understand how to do 
it. IApplause. ) 

In the meanwhile, let me leave you with these two 
thoughts: please don't gTow weary in pursuing this goal, We can 
never rest until violence against our children is the exception, not 
the rule; until we are horrified -- until we are genuinely surprised 
when we heat' about something bad happeni:;g to a child. We can never 
rest until w,~ have more ot' our childrer. weari:;g ::ne colers of school 
unifo~B than the colors of gangs. We cannot Test until that is 
true. (Applause. ) 

And p:ease, each and everyone of. you in your own way, 
be willing to reach out to your friends and neighbors, and anyone 
with whom you come in ~ontact across this great state and across our 
beloved country, to tell people the story of how this works. People 
are desperately looking for ways to restore i:1tegrity and meani:1g and 
purpose and direction and success to our schoole all across k~erica. 
You have sho~T. that it can be done. share your knowledge, share your 
passion, share yOl:.r convict.iou, And remember what; ! said; Whenever 
we are defeated, we defea':. ourselves; if we are divided, we can't 
win, but when we're together, America never leses. 

Thank you, and God bless you. !Applause. i 

End 11:28 A,M, Pst 
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UNITED STATES DEPAI<TMENT OF EDUCATION 

TIll'; S!~CH!rrAHY 

March 1996 

Dear Superintendent: 

We have received many inquiries about school uniforms since 
President Clinton's State of the Union address. In his address, 
the President said that 1fif it means that teenagers will stop 
killing each other over designer jackets, then our public schools 
should be able to require their students to wear school 
uniforms." Many parents, community leaders, and school officials 
have expressed interest in uniform policies as an effective way 
to work toward a safe and disciplined learning environment in 
their schools. 

Last month, President Clinton asked me to develop and distribute 
a road map on how school districts interested in developing 
uniform policies can make uniforms part of their comprehensive 
safe school program. Enclosed you will find one copy of our 
tfManual on School Uniforms l " a document we developed in 
consultation with the U.S. Department of Justice after talking to 
parents, community leaders I and school officials in communities 
throughout the country. 

It is a local decision whether or not to adopt a school uniform 
policy. In the manual you will see examples of local school 
distriets where school officials, parents, and teachers worked 
together to incorporate school uniforms into their overall school 
safety plans. This manual is designed not only for school 
officials and teachers I but for parents and community leaders as 
well, since their involvement is a cornerstone of a successful 
school uniform policy. 

A safe and disciplined,learning environment is essential to high 
academic achievement by all students. We hope you will find the 
manual helpful as' you declde which strategies work best for your 
school and community. 

Yours sincerely, 
\ 

Richard W. Riley 

Enclosure 
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At summer's end, school unif()lTIls put focus on learning 

By Lorraine Dusky 

1 wore' uniforot<; from tbe firs!: 
through 12th grades at two Catholic 
schOols In ~rn. Mlch. 

Of C<Ittl'SI!, by lhe lime we ~ 12 
or 13. we were rttaklng fun gHbe uni
forms, as in. "Ugh. lhose pleated na
vy blue skirts are so gross.~ En fUgh 
school, we wore straight skirts, 
paired with while blOuSes .and navy 
cardlgatllt llIe boys likewise J wore 
dark Slacks, while shirts and lies. 

The kids wUh WIlom -I went to 
sch«li Were {1'Om quile different 
rull£S !'.m Ule .soc!oeoonomJc ladder. 
They were U1C children of plumbers. 
c.vpenters and !eactrers (my group) 
and the clUldren of Ford Motor Co. 
executives and small businessmen 
(tbe group of rosny of my rrlend!». 

Some of Ihem had swimmlEI8 
pools in their ba.ck yards and m<;h· 
mere sweaters to weHr to parties on 
saturday night But at schO()l, wear
ing uniforms was. a grealleveler, Dur
ing the schOol dRy at lea<il. lhe unI
forms made I.IS equals. It's Ukely that 
luost teachers dkln't know whlch of 
us came from poor hOusehOkis: and 
which dkin't W\? v"ere aU given the 
advantage of high expectations 

SO tM news that the New York City 
Board of Education ha'> become part 
of a growing trend by mnndailng that 
students in dly elementary scfloo1s: 
wear urutmms sboukJ be greet~ 
wilh cheers _from parents. But, 1ft. 
stead, it has set off a (leba/e, with the 
American Civil Uberties Umon 
(AUU) t.hreatenin8 to Slie: One rea
son:. Poor parents:can'l aftnrd the unl· 
·rorms. Nunnan SJegel, the ACtU's 

New '\brk dlrecror, iI'lI"gUeS parents
ml&ht to be able to send their ltIds to 
SChor.J. wearing nnyUttng they wish. 

1 .. thiS guy for real? Has Siegel 
I.r1ed to send n I.Ccn-sger to SoC:hQolln 
whnt he. S!~. wishes? If 00. his 
child mtlS1 be from wme planet atf\.. 
erUmn E6rth. Last lime [ <.'bedted.lt 
was peer pressure: thnI dictated what 
kids wear 10 SChool, nm parents. 

What does that mean? Unequlv
ocalIy.jeans. The grunge/baggy look 
has subsided In my part or Itle coon· 
try. and kidS generally are more: pre, 
sentable than they were n few yeatS 
ago; but oone of the kids look as If 
(My nave much lit mind atber than 
fooling around or just hanging out 
Only the most preppy dress in what 
might be sulttlble. say, wool sla.ckS or 
clean knakisand ShIrts and sweaters, 
or ollythln,g vaguely resembling age· 
flfItlroJ)riate doth.lrtg tor "cnsual Fn· 
{lays" at many CQroparues. • 

But school Is ever:YOlle'1'l tltSl jOb, 
We go to school to learn, not to play. 
School shOuld not be just gym and 
gender studies, but readin', wiitln' 
and 'r1thmetic. Puttit18 studertts in at· 
tire which $oeflds Uwt message is agi· 
ant step ful'Yl'8.t'd in making dass
rooms more hOSpitable to thOse WhO 
want to team. 

It also works. School diStricts 
around the country whldt have unl· 
fonn poticles report that behavior 
clmnges along wtth the ctot/lfS. Long 
Beach. Calif.. whicb In 19:94 be<:ame 
the first Ill.I'He public llChOOl diStrict to 
mandate uniforms, fill'> fcund that In 
thOOt grades requirtng uniforms. K..a. 
attendarll.:e reached an all-4lm.e high 
laSt year In Ihe nem1y two decades 
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cagQ; Dayton, Oma; 08kland. Oilif.; 
aM San Ant()ttio. as wdl AS Long 
Boocll. others seem likely to follOW. 

Ullirorms canl cure all l'1e pr0b
lems of todIly'S public $ChOOI!!; 
crumbling bulldln&", not enough !ext. 
books. too-targe classes. knives and 
guns - but Insisting thnI students 
dress appropriately for their Jobs as 
studetllS is a beginning. It sends them 
a message, however su.bUe, thnt 
SChoo! is differellt from ~!{ln. 

School is forleaming. Uniforms In· 
crease that likelihood. They aLWl'lll'!· 
courage gang activity, eliminate $V

ein! bIas and reduce ~r pressure In 
have expensive clolhlng, white butld· 
ing a seme or communlly and schOOl 
pride. Given allihal., parentsOughl to 
be scrambling to get unlJonn.~ In 
their children's school<;. Thl!!n'! is no 
evidence thllt uniforms reduce indi· 
vlduanty in rea.<;oning.· 

Despite any Initial cosl (estimated 
at about $100 annually), unlfonns are 
Ie>.'<; expensive ;han Individual dress
ing in the long run because they saw 
the same day In Rnd day out Scftool 
dlslricts and local businessmen usu, 
ally arrer tte.lp 10 those lamUies woo 
need il; in 511:'»tte distriCts. dUldren do
nale lheir old uniforms wbe passed 
on, Peer pressure among teen-qers 
to sport cool. new cklthlng is dlmin· 
ished Deenuse tOO1.rs dOn't have 
10 Show up In something d!f~rent ev
ery moming, And as the parent ot 
any teen-age glri will tell you. that 
minImizes morning madness. . 

InIerest1ng1y, lhose In the eeonom· 
k group thai might haVe' enougft dJs. 
posable Inrome 10 buy SJme coot . 
ClothIng far their children {$30,OOO to 

139,(00), bul not enough to supp!y 
the demand, are the people I1"tUilIn 
fovor or unlfonns. 38%, attotdlng tv 
a poll reported in USA TODAY. An· 
()l'ber poll. done by New Wirf( Oty''< 
Dot?y New&. (nund that an. of Arri, 
C3n-Ameri(;an$ and 7." of Jf.is:panks 
- groups more likely to bave a lower 
ea.'!nomi(' Sfntus than wNles - favor 
"4U1itorms more HUlin wttiles, wll() are 
evemy divided 00 lhe subJect. 

What Uleie numbers suggest is 
poorer parents understand their chll· 
dren wlll be more "equal~ If every" 
bOOydresses the same,just as r didn't 
have to feel deprived be('a~ i dldnl 
have a closel full of the ~righf' doth· 
jog as one of my best friends did. 

The New York City Bo<lrd of Edu· 
calion didn't go tar enough. Irs not 
just first through Sixth grades Wllere 
students need ul1lfomts; rather Ihey 
are needed most dUling the more 
traumatic, troubled years of junior 
hlgl1 rutd high schOOl. The board 
()ught {« retonmder and make It 
mandntol1' up until graduation trom 
high !lChOOt l.00.g Reach, by the way, 
has started (I unitunn policy In lbe 
ninth grade at one or its magnet 
.!IChOOls this yeai'. 

And w!llIe I'm {lHertng suggcs; 
tlon..<;, SChool districts surely sbould 
let fhe girls clmose betv.-een Skirts 
and pants. For one, pants are warm· 
et: And two. if Ute first lady can ap
pear on tet£'\li:!;fon In a Sfyllsh panl
sult, certa.lnly pants tire appropriate 
for girls when ttrey choose. 

Lotrolul! Dusky. a free-lance writ· 
et In New Yom, is a memberQ/ USA 
ronAY's board of contributors. 

records haVe been kept. Not cnunllng 
excused a.bsences for Illness, atlend
alltt was more than 995;.. 

The drop in crilm was itlSt as dm· 
matlc: 76%. That Includes tlgbtlng, 
sex offenses (down 113!). robbery/ 
extortion. drug<> iflttd weapons Qt" otf\.. 
er dangerous. devices. (What Is not 
doWn. reg.retlably, are assaults with 
deadly weapons. II Will lake more 
than IInltofll'lS Iv get t.he guns Qut or 

a,_-'lJIS"fOOoI<O 
our ctrlldren's hands.) 

ImfJ!lJ\'ed academic achievement 
is harder to gauge' bemuse school 
dlstrIcts have been making other 
changes arong With the uniform pol. 
Icy: but With better bebtWi(lr nrui at
lendt'lnce. a student is on her or his 
way. By pwmng the uniform rode. 
New "rork JOinS Six other large dis
triCls that have lutplemenled a lmi· 
ton.n polley. Birmingham. Ate.; OIl· 
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Atlanta's right to mix 

public, private homes 

By OeWayne WiCkham 

ATLANTA - "Slow down. rwant him to see thiS." Atlanta 
Mayor BU! campbell said t() his driver. as tile vehicle we were 
ridl!ig in rounded a barren stretch of roa4way on the city's 
'SOUtheast side. ' 

He wanted to impress me - and he did. 
-, Just ahead was the tmdUlating rorm of a well-manicured golf 

course, the kind of vista that dots the landscape in many tourist, atkms. But this v.-as Atlanta. not Orlando, The gol! course 
the r was s!mwing off is Ule anchor 01 this nation's b<Jldest$attemp ~~ public housing from places tha{ warctlouse 
the poor ':!~that oIreT residentS a real chance to turn their 
lives around. . 

Once a decaying, crlmMidden hOUSing pro}ect called "Utue 
Vietnam," East Lake MeadOWs is being trans10nned into an ur· 
ban oasis of upscale, suburbaa;;tyle to\ltnhouseS where p(lI)r 
and middle-class people liyt sH1e·by-side. \It'hen completed. $40 
units wm be built in the gated community that wraps around 
the public gol1 course. Roughly half wll1 go to families that qual· 
ity for puolie housing. The rest will be leased at market rates. 

The idea, Campbell said, is to give poor people neIghbors 
whO are good role models for success - WhIle alSO offering 
middle<l5 families Quality hOUSing within Atlanta. 

Attracting middle-class nelgbbors 

M.aklng it work is a delicate balancing oct Critics worry that 
middkH:la5s twn11ies with a lot of options Will not ctwose to Uve 
alongside large numbers Of famIlies from public housing. But 
the combination ot a higtKJuallty llOUSing complex and strtn· 
gent entrence requirements has muted that fear. 

All residentS must undergo credit and crlminal backgrol.lnd 
checkS. Those wno bunk aren't allowed into the new devel· 
opment. Th make the complex: more attractive to those Who 
can affon! to live elseWhere. the City haS promised i.ocreased 
police palrolSand prh--altsecutity for East Lake, plUS a new el
ementary SChOOl and a state-m-the-art Y}.tcA 

City hOusing otacials have done much the same in Centenni
al PlaCe. a mixed.mcome developmeot on the north edge of 
doWntown Atlanta, near Georgia Tech Uruversity. The onCe
dilapidated eomplex Will have 900 units when construction is 
finished. 360 of which are set aside for the poor. 

Other cIties should follow Atlanta 

'While many dues are usmg teaeraJ houslng aid to renovate 
old pubUc hOusing communities or to buIld new ones. Atlanta is 
getting out c! the business of constructin8 bOUSing 10:- the poor. 
Clties that build hOusing for U1e poor create poor neigh
OOrboods, whiCh quickly become: poverty gbettO$. 

Atlanta is. moving away from that tra"j.'), More Cities Should fol· 
lOW itS lead. 

For nlCl:!!1 people, pubUc hOuSing soould be a temporory lodg. 
Ing. not a litetl.roe dwelling, It's a necessary part of the $OdaI 
safety net that government provideS. But if poor people are 81
lowed to laJ1gUish in hOUSIng developments overrun with bligllt 
and critne - and deVOid or positive role models - they have 
little chance of escaping poverty's grip. 

Atlanta's. innovative approach mr:u1iS a mlraculous turn· 
around. For most Qf this deC3de, the clty's housing authOrity 
was on tI1e Department of Housing and Urban Development's 
''most troubled" tist At one point. there \l-laS talk that me federal 
government might take over its publiC ooUSing. 

Since taking offtce in 1994, campbell has IUrned thi1\BS 
arouru:t 

Of course. a fair share of the credit must. go to the hOusing 
authOrity's executiVe director, its tommissionen;: and devel~ 
oper Tom CoUSlflS. But the lion's share belongs to Campbell. 

ADemocrat. Campbell Plumbed his closeness to Bill Olntl)n 
and Al Core for all the help he could get ror hiS city'S publlt 
MUSing. On his walch, Atlanta has received more than $500 
million in lede!'al aid for its sei:en housing complexes. 

And in the process. he haS Set astandard the rest of the na· 
tion would be: well adviSed to follow, 

DeWayne Wickham writes weekly for USA TODAY. 



cllanging culture 
of the nation's classrooms 
'Sy John Ritter Dt \ 
USA'TODAY r \ 

LONG SUO!, CUJIf. - Four ~ ago, the 
public schools hflre dreW atttnti<in as the first in 
the nauon to require studenlS W wear unifonT',s 
The 4rumbeat for uniforms has rolled loude:
ever $ince. 

In his 1996 Slnte Of the Cnion speech, Presl' 
deat Clinton ~ u:ni!oI"\'l1s as a WWf to keep 
teeMl.gers "from killing each other ever tIeslgn
er jackets.." The EducatiOn Ocp.artmt.nt puc.. 
Ii$hed aD Internet manual 00 hOW to adopt a un:.· 
fOrm po!ky Soml~Or the natiun.'sWgest distnctS 
- New 'lork, Los Angeles. ChIcago, Ba.t-on, 
M11UUi.l:Iad¢ County, CJe\'e!ar4! - 11llWfM to pul 
students in uruforms.. And this month, at a II& aga;nst ll:.em beLIl8 down par. 
li(lrW summlt on scnool violence. the Us. Cop., ems' throats." says Andy Brumn::!e, an" 
~rence 01 Mayors endorsed uniforms evt'n for , ACW lawyer who's ftghting a mm:la." 
high schOOl sr~dents.. 

SUI a.nlm the rush to uwfotrn.$ bas been 
proof they a~,~ better bebmior. 
Now, trurn I.bls m~!~ port ell)' ot 3S5.0CIIl, 
(XIm.e5 hard data !~theyOO. Long Bead; 
SChools report a 91% drop i:1 assaults, \Mit$, van--
1laJJ.srr. and ~pon and drug vi~ s!llce 
1991. Youth cnme on school grounds 1$, Illso 
down, as much as 3f!1JO-, thOligb pOlice ~ttribute 
thaI :0 a host of rr~res mt,:ludlJ'lg Unlrotn"lS. 

"Unlliirrr,s r.ake a""'" me N~ I reason kids 
.. -.. 

treat etten other ditleremty:" how they 100](," says 
Sgt Joo B2.\1.le, a Long Beach juvenlle ol'lker. 

Pew 5ChooI districts Mt,1l ~ Ctlmparing
crime before and iltter unJ!orms., beCause most 
have S"\1<ilCIted in jU$t the last year or two. 

The Utile available data lin! ~ but 
mconclLlSlvt:.. III .BirmiftgM..'ll Ala. drug and 
.weapon incldem.s d~ 304 in tYro years af.. 
tet ~ 3"b,OO! board I'f!quired uniforms. In 

, 
H&u.swn scnoolS, VlOIem crime is dowa 
38% in the IMt two ~ But a sway ot 
Miami-Dade County sc!x»l:s f(ll.:-nd thaI 
lights nearly doubleli I'd middle sellools 
that wet\! to uniforms, while I.ln!tOf111S. 
seemed to ha~ stoppt:d tm alarming
rise in elerMntary school indc.eniS.. 

Nationally, n() res¢atch correlates 
lOwer crime J'II1es wilt unlforms. tr:O$t 
evidence is a~ta:t A sun'ey by the 
Educational 'Iesting Semee fOUnd that 
most prtnc.:paIS bel:eve unirorms im
prove so:bool diSCi;800. Qfl'kialS in, 

COVER STORY 
sc.'iools lhal ha\lt unitm say they hoi-
stet securitY becaJ$e outsiders are ea<l), 
to spot 00 schoo! grotlnds. \\O'hen stu-
Cents ate !n unifor:n, fights over cIotti· 
mgsoop. Gallg mlluence v,'anes because 
no one wears gaog colors or gangatnre. 
Studtnts feel safer walking to st:hoot 

Socia-economic lines blur. "Un!. 
!onns reduce !he differences between 
lb.'! ha\'eS and h;we-lWiS..- savs Linda 
Moore, jl"tinClJXll at Wilt Rcge:rs Middle 
School in Ulrlg Beach. 

And rome edUc.aIOn: ewt! tbink un!. 
torrrtS t<mtribule 10 higher e<:adernk 

distrocted by ClotheS - theirs {lr claSi
JM,les' - and thev treat schoo! as thelr 
job. "Kids know tnerre- here for buS)· 
ness. Thls is their buajness attire just 
like if l.bey .were at IBM.» Moore says. 

'A Band-Aid solution'? 
But critics S<fj schoolS nee:! rnotf! 

&.an uniforms. ~lrH Saru:\.Aid so\'!OOn 
10 problems ~- crumhling schoO! trJi!o
lng>, 10+yeal"'tlJ:! t~ _ lhat dely 

. SheS3j'$ Chicago SCJiOOI; are proollC- Speaking fer moms everywhere
mg better wst SCOres because af blgher I Cyndi seiben says: "As the mbther Of a 
actlce:ni( SWl¢ards. a ban 0;; srn.::a1 boy wiLl) tet.'l»ge bormones, L'l.C un/
promotion and requirel1 summer form makes the young lady Sluing nex! 
school for low achievers, In 1$96. the 1~ hlm in ililliogy lab less 01 1'1 drstrac
schoo: !Joan: oroerec eve,,' s~hDo~ to hon, 1100 the tez;cher alII_de easiert() fo
consider uniform$. aM nmre Ihan SlY! C\I!', 0;;, beCllu~~ :.ile's gill 00 II oollarc<1 
have adoPted tbem. 

Tbe diwici has no comparatve data. 
)%ckne:r saytI, :'but we're cenainl1 Eee
mg a drop in 4tse!plinary !'ef!OO$.N 

n.eACLUsa}'Sunl1'ormsmhihi!Sl:u-. 
dents' expression and has sued sehools 
e:ver policies it ceems 100 rigid. Couru 
usually have upheld unifQrm policies. 
"~'re not agains: uniWmts. we're JUSt 

t~ 

tory POlicy in Lancaster Coo."Itv; RC. 
Other critics sav uniforms ~ch a 

key SQCia)ritecI~. "Clothes are a 
way children /fid OIJt who they are 
what they are and woo the OL'"ler5 are.': 
sa)'!' Ruth. R\lbin.stein 3, ~ pro
!essor at Iile Fashioo'instirutt Of 'tech
oolog{ in New York. "C!~ m' !''a!lr 
orienlAtWn to SOCial life, and we're tak
ing that away from them." 

Mo:;t dis!1idS that Oill potlc!es man
calQrV allow ..............;... " 

.• ~.....,.,!'I:S I parenlS insist 

BI.lt most tamULCS go along - on,.e uor.. 
forms are de r..gueur, the press~fe is 10 

. here adopted uniforms: in 1991. other 
Long Beach schOOls began switthing 
ever. and in 1994 the SChool b«lrd 
rtWde them mam.latory e.xttpt m hlgh 
schooL Now, nimh and 1 11th ~rs at 
Wi\SOO 0assic.aJ High are !he iinI1 in the 
upper g.rndes to be in uttl1onn. EvennL
aUy, all four gmdes will be in uniform, 

Cbt:mlya caner, a Wilwn freshrr.an, 
likes. uni10nns and says fashion pres
SlU'ecan beintenseout'!id:eo1 schOOl. "Jr 
)'GU aren't wearing Nlrutica, 1l'lmtrJY 
Hiillget at Ralph Lauren irs like you 
are less (if 6 Pl:rsoo," Carter, If, sa 

Each Long Beach schOOL pk:l'lt:; 
own unifunns and colors _ pams, 
shortS ane sklrtS one colnr shirts ano(h
er, 1M bOlh solidS. No la~!!t braMS or 
inslg.ma ate permitled except the 
5(:hoo1'5, even on s.')oe&. The ((IS! or OUt' 
tltting a s:udent varies, der~1\(tng on 

-cvnfurm, L., Long ,BeaCh, less than l':t 
o~ studetr,s In kindergarten through 
elghtfl g;rad'! ~'t w~ unlf1.l:Tla 

In many ClUes. umlonns caught 00 
after ~ or .IWO ~':'O\5 tried rum. 
Poor, lnrter-(!jty Whittier Elementary 

shirt with Sleeves instead of a spagheni 
.strap with her bra /tangIng oot." 

Parents., in lact, are driving the uot
form movement in many plat;es. 
:they're otten initially ~luctar.t if the 
m'l~1lS t;Qmes from schOOl boards Or 
prmclp$. Bu: they're qulckl)' won 
over, and districts IDat have polled par. 
e:n!S Illwe ftiUIld OWI'Whelmmg support 

WebSter Elementary draws kids 
from;. /c1.O'fm:urne, work.lng<lm in
~~aI pocket of Dayton, and parents 
Lnltially ~ tim school PI"O:l'lUltint 
uni(t,IlTllS, principal sandra Ridd saj'S. 
~~al~ had so many other ds

OCUVes m thelt hIltS from mstitutial15tiler depend on fur Il....e!iho«; or pubta; . 
assiStance:' Kldd says. "But mey're 
'>eTy st.~ now, They I.ilw net has-
s1lng WIth their ItiOs over dothes." 
. DaytOn gave iChooIs Ihe unftorm up-

bon a fe\V years ago.. and childnm in 27 
Of 50 SChOGls now wur them. fo;earty
IIlI) or Miami-Datle""!l 2&8 schools ""ere 

already in uniform when tl".e SC:hool 

ooara 


said any campus coo14 sWitch if 

mon: mnn half the parents approved,
~~nu~':~' 112 mOre schools: 

UI5t M 
mh, when the New 'York City

SChOol board ordered all 610 elemen
tary schools in urJlprm by fall 19113, 
rowe than 75,000 ii:1.l'\1ents were already 
~& them. Even in san Frantisco, 
~ltich has no uniform policy, &tudtmts 
In 34 SChooI$ (01 11 S) wear them. 

In 1995. the tmAngeles1lChooi board 

m ...."bether the f6mily s.'rops at a d~nt filst ~ t."1lS year, San Amo!W) re
' - -- '\ qUlfed ,Unl(ctms tor all 60.000 $ludtnts ...,'''j
store (it a high-end depanmerlt store. from Itin~en tll."Ough !ugh lIthool, 

Fl'e$hmen Wearing Wilson's khaki When ail the hd.ls are in. the district Will 
pants l.!~ white sal,ns said tt..e:r hated :~Ve ha~ded pareots $J50,(I{1(1 til 
{he teasmg from Jumorsand ser:iors bI.'1 nOO,GOO In uniform VQuChen;, says 
agreed uniforms m4df: life easier. They spokesman Robert Za.nwrn. . 
get: by v..,m tour or Ih'eslllns and tWo or Uoyd ChOi~. PrinCipal at Houston's 
three pail'S 01 par:ts, Jar fewer than if Jack Yates High School, !ayS he'd aI
they wren, )'II Unlform, ways been sMpUcal aboUt ul\itorrns. 

':I'd havt a lot of pants and $bOrts, Then.tUs own students started lobbying 

set a goal of getting aI! 6{lO sellools In 

uniform. So tar, 4J(I are on board.. 

, Gaklund has a tl'la:nda«>ry Ul1.Lform 

po1i-cy. but 50 many p.atents "opt aur. 

says spokeSWoman Sue.Plper, tlla! 

some SChoolS bnve balf tMir sruder.tS in 

~rthes. :I1lal may be the result of 

an I Iaws;;!1. ihe ~CLU Challenged

~landsunuonnpoijcyandWimase,," 

. emem un(\er ~hlch 1M dIStrict liIgrud 
10 more cash aid to needy parents for 
uruforms and 10 teU !"I<"m!nts clearly 
tIley had a rig.'lt to, opt (lUI. 
to Manr schools ratS!! money to h<..:y un!· 00 

rms. or low·lncome pafellt$, AIr the m 

achleve.'7lent beC&usc srodents aren't 'and a lot o! braod-name shlt1s and like tot .them, '11tat really sllockoo me:' 
two pairs or 5boes to go wj\ll each Ol.l} OlOice says. ..Pretty soon the parents 
fit," S<lYS Holy 4'. H, mllglHen. On DPl!:lliogda)' U!.i.s fall ! leI! 

George Bergam:a, H.SS)'5: "With um. you, It just brought ta'S to your' eyes. 
ftlrms, ~ don't b.live to tllilIk about ~l ~f l,~ IUds, we bwJ 12: report not 
rom:peuoon. You don't h3Ve \0 think In u~ 
l7bout labels or if you're wear!ng~ Chokf! says that arrer 3.S)e:a;'S in the 
tm:lg too otten." !,ub!!c scnools, "1 dJdn't believe !r \\'OO:d 

atrecl beM'nOr, but it does, My chiloren 
Parents most supportive ue ~ha\ling 00 mueh bener. I had tl) 

expetience il to believe it~ 
Once unUor.ns are ingrai.'Ted, tile big. 

gest faIlS usually are parents. They 
easy 5Olutiom;:' says Loren Srn.~l, pul,).. spenG Jess {18 Clothes: Their kids are 
lie education dire-cwr Of the AmeriCll(l 
Civil Libenle;. Unio.'T in New York. 

in many pltces,unrlormsare]U$Hme 
pIece or hnX.der refOrms "Sv then' •• 
selves unifomtS wont make a majOr aif
ference," sayt. U'ttif,te Buckney, clllef 
education (jUicer of Chicago SChools. 
'"They're just '.\~n®W dress:.ng:' 

less ~ed O\ier lashion. The}' gel out 
Dr !he llau1.e taster in the m~ 
,"II you W<l;tcl'., on warm dl'q$, these 

hIgh oc:wv; lads are close to coo:lngout 
in batllingsulls," $O;}'S Charlene Ebright 
~hose daughter Noe;le is a lOth grader, 
Really, some Of the lItyles now ., ..~ 
!f ClVil Ebe~lans beJie\"e forcing 

UttlfornU. on kidS chokes ~lon, ' 
:r.any ~nlS would SJ1 expression in 
ckitt.es is beSide t.~e pol.nL '!'hey'd rall}. 
er see ex~n in math an:! English. 

http:ckitt.es
http:dress:.ng
http:unUor.ns
http:sruder.tS
http:inslg.ma
http:freshrr.an
http:0assic.aJ
http:B2.\1.le
http:Ocp.artmt.nt
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ELECTION '98 

Nega....'e ads In NY. 

.U,,1 ... '. •' nnfrC'hurt candidates ra.......~ 


The negative ads being run by New York's two Senate 
candidat£S are working, drnggj.ng down each other'S fa. 
vorabllity ratings while the race remains a dead heat· A 
Quinnipiac College Polling Institute poll of lilcely voters 
shows 22% have a favorable view of Democrat Cllarles 
Schumer, dOWn from 31)% last monUt His l.Intavorabibty 
mtingjumps to 19% from ll'*:_ lncumberit ltepubilcan 

HANDOUTS: When Rep. Martin Frost mingles with 
his colleagues 00 the House floor these day'S, he's likely 
to press into lbeir hand, a small yellOW card Hsting • 
OOZen Democratic House candidates whose campaigns 
need money. Members with campaign cash 1.0 spare are 
asked to OOnale dire<:uy to the needy, ;100Ul nan of 
whom are nonincumbents. Frost, or Texas, is chairman 
ot the Democratic Congressiooa! campaign Committee. , 
House Republicans have pulled in more than S9 million 
'rom their members; Democrats abOut $2.5 milliOl't Sen. 
Mitch McConnell of Kentucky. who heads the National 
Republican Senatorial Committee, made a similar pitch 
to GOP senatOrS. - Jim Drinkard ' 

AI O'Amaw's favorability rating is 3\}';l;, do\\-7l from 31~. BILLS PASSED: Incumbents, eager to get home and 
and his unfavorability mark rises to 3$% from 32%. 
"You get In a mud fight, you get splashed," said pollster 
Maurk:e Carr(lll. "ClearlY this $hJ)WS negative ads work. 
which is why they do them." MJid Rachel Leon of New 
York's CommOl'l Cause. The race, meanwhile. remains a 

. swistica1 tie. Schumer has 045% support; D'Amato has 
45% wiUi a margin of error of +/- 4 percentage points. 

Il".' orHER POLL~ The",'s little 
movement !n three governor's 
races., ac<:ordlng to Mason-Dixon 
polls of likely voters. 

... In Illinois, Republican 
George Ryan leadS Democrat 
Glenn Poshard, 51%- to 36'k. 

... In Connecticut, Republican 
John Ro\\.'Jand Jeads Democrat 
Barbara Kennelly 60% to 28%, 

... in Alabama, Democrat Don 
Ryan: Leads nhnOis Siegelman may have a Slight edge
govemor's race over mcumbent Repllblican Fob 

James. 48% to 43%, bUt it's Within 
the .margin of error of +/·3.5 percentage points. 

POLLING DATA DIFFERS, lWo recent polls in lb, 
Vennonr lieutenant governor'S race show how ftndin~ 
may vary based on polling techniques. A Mason-DixOn 
media poll found pernocrat Doug Radne with 44% and 
Republican Barbara Snelling With 43%, a statisti~ dead 
beat. An Action Researctl medta poll last week round a 
19-point spread, TWo ditterences were the sample size 
and makeup: Mason-Dixon poUed $26 .likely voters; Ac
tion Research polled 4iW eligible voters. 

..'.' 

cnmpaign. rushed approval of severa! mote nonconm;. 
versieJ bills. Among them are bills that would: 

.. Require the State Department IO list each year dip
loman: accused of crimes and asserting Immunity. 

... Make it a federal crime to assumesomeone's identi· 
ty to commit financial fraud, 

"" Make oational park (oncessions more competitive 
by eliminating a preference for existing franchiSees. 

ONLINE FUND-RAISING: The 1998 election cycle 
bas a new fund-raising me<:hanism - the lntemet. 

More and more candidates are -:"'1=" 
using their Weh sites not only- t-o 
explain their backgrounds and pi'>
sitions, but also to seek conUibu
UOn$ online, 

ltJdiana Senate candidate Evan 
Bayh'S site a!!ov.'S people to do
nate by typing in the amount and 
their credit card number. He'S col
lected only $250 so far, but it could 
become a major income source as 
more people becorm'! comfortable 
wlt.h privacy and sec'Jrity aspectS' Bayh: Seeks dona-. 
of the new medium. ' ~ On Web site 

"it's going '0 open up a wtl.Ole . 
new audience tor lund-raiSing," says Mike Connell, 
'NOOse Clewland-base(! company helped online efforts ' 
of GOP gubernatorial candidates Jeb Bush in Florida 
and Robert Taft in Ohio, "It's going to open L'P your 
Y'Qung, credit-card-using demographic," Connell said. 

Written by Paul Leavitt with staff and wire reports 
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Equality?tyranny?Plaid?Navy?· 

Uniforms and New York Schools 


AI 8y JACQUES.JlEIN8E.llR,.G'-___.,-~--~ 
Tn perhaps the most diverse and Continued From Page Al . 

expressive City in the nation, the talk . Long Beach' over the lasifOur ye'irs 
in public: elementary-school class- ;and debated a policy that would pro- has suggested ~hat requiring un;·1 

rooms yesterday often <:entered on Joundly alter the dress!ng and" shop-. i forl1is through ,eighth gra~e.contr:lb
what it would be like if 'everyoM 'ping patterns of hundreds of tliou~r uted to a drop m school crime and a 
were compelled to dress the same. 'sands of young'c1ty: chUdren, ' ,. rise in attendance, according to the 

That is what the president of the .' Mr. Thompson's 'plan, which he is;. Council of GTe,at City. Schools. . 
Board of Educatioo, William C, 'to present to the bOard for a vote next I. ' Though'there have beenife:w'legal 
Thompson Jr,: proposed on Monday, 'month~' moved a step' cIoser t:J realitY ~ ~aUenges to suc~ poli?es, N~rinan 
following the lead of hundreds of yesterday' with 'the endorsement of " Slegel, the executive dlr~ctor of the_ 
schools across the, country: And his, two of his colleagues ,- 'CaSol', A. l'!e~ York, Ci~ll:iberti,es_UQion.~d , 
plan to require uniforms in the eJe- I Gresser. the' board member· from" '. h~'woU~dj:l~'wer to consIder sUcb a 
mentary grades in New York, begin- i 'Queens,' and"JerrY. Cammarata.,:t:he, . (:3se.· 'Jr'sw:aent's c6oICe.Qt dress is 
ning in the fall or 1999, quickly gained ,I staten' :I~land.',·;repreSf!rft.iih'e~~,"Mi;' an eXpres,sive::~aCtjvitY:i,:;iie~fsaid> 
political mo'mentum yesterday, as : ,"-rytomp'son, rieeds'one addition3.I yote I "and ,cons~q~eritlY.;:,~t~$.',p:r~~ted:.by, 
ether' board members seized on the -on the seven-member ·board, and' the first Amendment.~":.,-:,.,.-,.,:,::,, :"",' ,. 
idea as a way to control student the~ .'Yere'l~df~at.~o~'.that he was 'Tha~ was'~'j'p~vail!ng at~i;\t~e" 
ber.av:or,eradicatethevislblediffer- neanng'a maJonty, "" '. ,". :,yesterday' :,at· the 'NeighborhoOd, 
enees between rich and poor children .... Thoug~r Sapdra, ,;E:, ,'Lernet'Wtlf~ sChOOl, an' :,alternative ' elementary , 
and foster school pride. .Brol'lX;bOar~ ~ember; did hOt'retufl} 'school' in ~e'J~aSt 'Village: 'where_ 

But inside the classrooms yester~ -a call seekmg' comment yes,terday, . pupj1g addreSs tetidiers by,theIr first 
day, there was, little agreement, the Bronx borough president.-.F~f- ._: names and have a ~ati!l Wljat ,topicS 
about the merits of mandatory nando Ferrer, w~ ,appointed . her, : . metr,teachers: ';:U$cuss,within:a $~' 
school unif{)rms' _ even from one' 'expresse~ his support, for. the plan:' : ject area: ' ~ '0> ',' ,<::. 
desk to the next. , . ·"At the end o~ the day," he sa,id, "this; The SChool'S-' director' ·Ju<titli'.Fos-

In Fritzy Sannon's sixth-grade ,is not: a terrible :idea" considering ~ , ter, said she expected ~rents at the 
class at PUblic,School 200 in Harlem 'that kIds get k~lled over sneak~rs.·,' i school to c'onSider,'a vote' to opt 'out,of 
yesterday morniIig, Lawrence Har~ CoHeen Roche. a spok~swoman for: ·the policy"",,:, a mechaniSn1'eoniained: 
per wore the unifonil that his school' .M~yor Rudolph W, Gtubani, w~o, ap- : . in Mr, Thompson's pltin:',~~Orie':orthe" 
has encouraged since 1994 _ cUl'\.l\n pomts two ooard members. dld ?-ot " haUmarks of ·this>sch'ool";iS;': to"1g'tve: 

1"" - return repeated phone: caUs seeking, i ' . , ;'," . , ;,.,,,:...!;:,'It;~... .f;'""" ••• '" ,. 
navy blue tie, crisp ·white shirt, h . . "1' .;..student,a).dlOJce.~.vJ)steershld.". 
pressed navy slacks. and black shoes, IS ~siU~n on -.:e po ley yes~daYI, ~ ··':That'includes beIng able'to make a' 

"They should have a dress code"; nor ,did ,his apppmtees, lren~ H:- I~- , ,Choice aboUt.what to wear.i'.;:,.:'i:w';· , 
.' I pellIzen and Nmfa Segarra. .:, • . . 'I> ~ ~ --~' " .',

said LavtrenCe~ 11, w~ose outfit wWjl .' Numerous' other. questions 'about , But·upto~ q,t .s:~::,~_~~e.st, 
,reflected, as !!.m~ ~n:~. on all h, , .the ~pla'n went unanswered as' wen, ~ ,I~~.S.t~t. ~~~~~jl~~.
~of his twO dOZen classmate,s,includ7 including what if ,any, financial im- :: and ",ev~n ~~~~ ,.-s~~ts.>_8.a~e'}l:ni~,. 
inS the girls:. who :.ubstituted ski~ pact it would· have -on parenis; I:'form~ a, ~~,~?:,~,~.~~,'_~~,g:e~~"
!or slacks., OtheTW~ people ~<Hl ,whether It would pass legal muster .. me~~:~,. ::".-" "',':,>::';:,.'.':\. '>"":,""',:: ','", ;.:,;; " 
Just COme to school m the baggIest j,and whether, in limitlng the program .':'tL~e :d~zen~:;,:,ot '~tper, ',' schoo!s: 
baggy pants or th~ shortest sbort 1 to elementary, schoolS,. ',Mr, ;, ~r:c;'Und the C,U.y;.;.,t;hat,caJre~dy..~a,!e 
shorts, It wouldn't look rigbt" ..:: Thompson bad Iefrout those students .r~unlf~rm ~i~ies;,-p;.S,'200 ·.does,"-not 

But leaning on his chair just a few :,who might benefit from.it the:most: requu"e ,theIr ,use. But nearly 3: in 4 
feet away, Joseph carter made his : hfgh--schoolers who have sometimes studepts ch~ to 'we~r· tJ:te blue 
dissent plain by the outfit he wore: : resorted to violence orttteft tosecu're uniform eac~ day. in part ~u~ it 
stone-washed 'brown denim ,je,an~ i:pricey . items like- Ntke high-;top is. their t1Ck~f~"to,:,~,e.r~1 a~d 
and a brown·and-white flannel shit.t. 'sneakers, Timberland boots and Satu~~y I!lormng: i1:~tiV!tt~.:: "'" 
defiantly open at the neck. .. ' oversized ,Tommy HUfiger shirts: The princlpaJ. Annette ~ says 

"We should ~ able to choose what While Mr. Thompson did not rule f. she beUeves th~~ the policy ~t;d 
we want to wear," Said Joseph, lJj , out applying the,policY to older stu- : the schoo! pull Itself off the state $: 
"When you are in school. it's a faslf, dents in the future. he said he"was.., list of failmg Schools; ,last year. 
~n statement.. It's your individui1l~' beginning with younger 'PuPils be- And Martha ~rrano. th~ mother 
uy." . , ,? -: cause he suspected'that tPey' would of a 7.year~ld-,~nd-gr~de~":,Sl!1d, 

Those statemP.n~ Ml'fe ech~" be,less likely to offer resistance. .: full-time uIUfo~s ..~ultf .save -her 
around the ctty yesterday, as pqr" The conversattons In' New,~.york:''; family several h~red ,dollars a, 
ents, teachers, adininistl1\tors, ~tu: yesterday, reflected those In' many: I·"ye.<;r' ':'. ~ _ . ,',: 
dents and civilllbertarians ponder~: other places. School' systems 'in Six ,'~: :. ~ost ~ ,the c~ kid;S}\$ for 

., cities - Birmingham 'Ala,', Chicago' are~ na~e brand - Cahi1n Klein. 
COntinued on Page A31 :: DaYtonj Ohio.'OakJand Catit; SW;'l Tommy Hlitlger," she said, «And 

l 
, ! ' AntoniO, Tex., and Long Beach, Calif., '! nan:~.brand ,cIc:the~ ~.more .expe~~ 

- have instituted mandatory uni- stve. 
form policies in the elementary 
grades in ,recent years, aceofding to 
the Council of Great City Schools, an ' 
organization of urban districts. And' 
3S others, including Miami and 
Cleveland; have voluntary pOUCies. 

While there has been no definitive 
research linking uniforms to im~ 
proved achievement, evidence. in 

......... .. . 

~1Je ~e\UMor1{ ~Unt$ 
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A2d Ova/Office Gatekeeper 

Is to Testify in Lewin~kyCase· 


By MICHAEL JANOFSKY AS the last line of defense into the 

Oval Office, Ms, Hernreich-otten foe..
WASHINGTON; Feb. 10 - A sec
diates between torces competing for·ond woman who .ha:s long been a 
the President's time."close aide to President Clinton has 

She and Mrs, Currie. who testified been subpoenaed to testify before the 
before the grand jury ,two weeks ago,', Federal grand jury lnvestigatlng the 
are often described as "gatekeeprelationship between her boss and a 
ers" for Mr. Clinton. But Mrs, Currie"former White House 'intern, Monica 
performs more tniditional secretari S, Lewinsky. 
al duties, while ,Ms, H~rnrelch, whoThe woman, Nancy V. Hernreich, 
recommended Mrs. Currie for the51. one of Mr, Clinton's most trusted 'job, funCtiOns ,more as an adminis~

and l(1pgest·serving aides, was his tratoT.
appoi:;:trnents secretary when he was The New YOIi{ limes reported lastGovernor of Arkansas' and now week that Mrs. Currie had told inves
serVes in a dual role as deputy assist· tigators that the President Md Ms. 
ant to the President and director of Lewinsky we~ sometimes alone to~ 
Oval Office operations, She sits be· gother in the Oval Office. Mrs. CUrrie Nan~ v. Hemreich testifying be
side Mr> CHnton's secretary, Betty also said, according to lawyers -fa fore the' Senate in 1996. ' 
Currie, tn a small office adjoining the miliar with her account, that she had 
Oval Office and plays a major role in, retrieved a box of gifts to Ms. LeWin~ , ' , " .: '.' . :" ':.. i ,t:,-::+'-~ ,
developing the President's daily sky from Mr. Cliriton, including a Federal trial'llrrhonths ago in Little 
schedule and helpllig him stick to it. dress, a hat pm and 'a brooch. ROck, Ark., prosecutors called her. to 

One of her White House colleagues The date of Ms. Hernrelch's ap.- testify 3gamst two. biuJkeis 'aeCU5ed> 

described her today as a "no--non· pearance has not set. but it wiU of c6nceallng cash from, Mr. Clin· 
sense manager who makes the trains not 00 her first at a ton's 1990 campaign for, governor 
run on time," while working for Mr" . In • and'laullilering the money: • 

Kenneth Starr and His 
By WILLIAM GLABERSON 

WASHINGTON, Feb, IO~ If there Samuel Dash is . 
have not. been· enough reminders of 
Watergate lately, ~~~,W"~ Starr, advising the. . .•• 

. the independent counsel, brought an
other one with -him. to court this independent ' .. 
morning, 


ML Starr's companion at the 
 counsel on ethiCs:
courthouse was Samuel Dash, a hero 
to pursuers of a different President, 
Richard M. Nlxori~ If Mr. Dash's 
presence alongside:~e eml>a~tled in., . e~OI:lgh, Hke, t~~ man in heavily 
dependent counsel waf: intended. as' f;-aIJ?e,d glasses who used to wb,tsper 
.an act of political symholism, it 'was' in the ear of the !egen4ary chairman 
at least as blunt as any father-<la'ugh- " of the Watergate Committee, Senaw 

, 

ter picture from the Wllite House. tOf Sam J. Ervin Jr., to make a viSual 
Mr, Dash, a Democr~Lt who is now point fOf Mr. Starr: 

72, was the chief counsel'to the Sen· For students- of Wh~tewater. Mr: :' 
ate Watergate Committee.a'quarter: Dash's appearance was not sui'pris
cent'ury' ago and, because of ~elevi~ ing.'Since 1994. ~r. Dash has beeO 'a ,,' 
sian coverage of those hearings, part4.ime ethics adviser 19 Mr. Starr.~ . Mr.-' 
something of a Government integrity renderi.'lg opinions.·o~ t~e-'!lany.. ,WaShingtonlawyers, was ta.,'Ul" 
celebrity. Critics of MI'. Starr; have ,:saults on ·Mr. Stat,T1S fairness,:. mount, to:, 'be's· a' guy who can, 
suggested that he associates himself 'Since he has always seemed to. trusted,.' .: _ ',' ':.1 I,; ,' .. :' 
with Mr. Dash ,to-cloak_himself in the . clear Mr. Srarr of ,aceusations,',.' It WB$ ·.JlQ~,-just :what:"wtm"s'atd, _ 
credibility of the Watergate inquiry. against him, Mr, Dash has some- though. 1t waS who was saying it and) 

Today, Mr. Dash looked older and' times been ridiculed by Mr. Clinton's' abOut whom:<thefamous former Wa~:' 
balder than the last time,he'was on supporters. James Carville. one of tergate 'counsel about th~, besieged f 
the national stage. But he still looked ,- those taking part in the White Whitewater independent cou.risel.' $ 

~JC ~C\tt !ilork (!rimes 
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Increasing

the cycle of 

bitterness 

I

f yoU want to know why black 
I\Inericans t~nd to soow a lot 
~"'ss faith IT! !hecrimillalj!Jstice 
system thilo, while AIlIcricans 

do, especially now that 0..1. Simp
son is back in th>! r..ews just check 
out the case -of Mlchael Watson. 

?erm.;>s rou ran across his story. 
on E.9~ or in :t\e Spill'tins News.
Jt.k: Watson is a graduate student 

/now, but he used to be a star player 
for'Mount SL il.laty's College, in 
Emmitsburg, Md., ~lping to lead 
the smalLschoo! to the Northeast 
~ncechampianship last year. 
~'~M:r,. Watsords black. This was
:Ml1't'iif!ssue"w? FUFr.":'Jnti1rece:lt
If. Tha~ ::hnr.goo 0:) the Vlcdnesday 
befGre Thanksgiving, when he sal 
in' the state courthouse in mder
ki\, Md., outside Washingron,.wai!. 
ing for j'Jstice. .' 

, On trial """(:00 three white men 
charged with.assauhing.Mr. W,at.scm 
and committing a "hate crime" 
against him in a convenience store 
in rural Thurmon!, Md. 

Mr. Watson stopped at the store 
lateone night in Ocwber, 19M, ~ith 
his girlfriend. Al;l;ording to Mr. 
Watson, onil'of the men picked a 
fight, shouting, "You don't belong' 
bere, Tills is Klan oou:nr-,:' Mr. 
Watson SIl}'S th€ man m:ed the N· 
word. , . , 
; Klan country? As it mroed out, 

Mr. \\'at&on'had dropped into the 
vicinitY of the town where the 
state's Klan leader lived. Hours 
before the inCidem in Thurmont, a 
busload of robed Klansmen 
marched to the state hoese in 
Annapolis. Sumrundcd and, it' is 
worth notine, vastly ol.'tnu:nbered 
by anti·Klan protesters, the Klans
men shouteJ "Wlute pV\'lcr!/,One 
carried a picture of Martin l.uther 
King, Jr., in a pull's.eye with the 
W(lros "Our Dream ~i True," 

'" The t.'ree defendants dedined 
to testify. bu~. through their llttor' 
beys L'ley denied the\' started the 
fiRht. A black lawyer 'hired by one orthe defendants clalmed in court 
that Mr. Watson bad provoked the 
fight: ~ 
. How~ Apparently because Mr. 
Wauondid not turn and leave when 

" 
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-----,~" .. the~hite~ badgered rum. Ne'\'er race. Many critics cf the SimpSon 
mind ].{r. Watson's right, to SMP verdict compared it, ri!lhtly or 
without being hassled. wrongly, to the way all-while juries

Bm the prosecurors were corm- ., in the $uuth freed wrote$. who had 
dent Mr. Watson had an impressive . lynched blacks, The Watson case 
piece of ~viQence f)!l his side. The reminds us 1Mt affronts to justice
assault was'caprured on the store's by all.whltejul.'iesaremi: a thing of 
security camera. The vidootllpe had t.ie past. ' 

. no sound; hut, as V'ie.....ers ofF.sPN, . injuries 'from the b(:ident 
the cable sports channel that later benched Mr. Watson for several 
picked up the story, would see, i! weej(s of therapy durlr.g his last 
shows quite clearly the white man playing season. More than a year 
shouting at Mr. Watoon. Thcn the after being t.'l.rown against the con: 
t'A'(> other white: men join their verueru.:1: store counter, he still has 
friend w hurl Mt Wat$QtI to the stiffOOS!i and pain in his baCk and 
counter and punch him while Mr, see~ Ii chl:opractor, he said. 
v.'atson holds lIP his hands to cover ,BUI a bigger injury may have 
his face. been suffered by his (:o!\f.Jcnce in 

But, despite that evitlem:e,·the ~t.';e system." All along. Mr. Watson 
all-white jury decided aftc~ tWQ recalled, he h-:;d played by therJI.es 
hours of deliberation to find the He "grew up in the wor1lt part of ' 
three not guilty 00 sU charges. PhiJad~lphia," he -says, Yet, he bDre 

When I talked to 1011",' Watson 1;0 a,,:mol'lty to whites. He treated 
later, be said he was still stunned by evei'yone fairly rega;'dles~ of rm:e 
the verdict. After the verdict was and that's how mosttl'et;t~ hir:J, he 
read, he said, he sa! silently in the sf:id. His best friend in high school 

. courtroom for several minutes wus white. A high $(:0001 girlfriend 
unable to believe his ears, while oj whom he still thinks fanaly wa~' 
the freed defendants eciebrated. wbite, 

The Q.J. Simpson verdict. band· Hisattitude ha.~ changed r.ow, he 
ed down less than twO months eat says. He triesMt to be biuer ahOt.'t 
lier; upset a lot of people, Many lt, but still he is wary and skeptkul. 
thought a mostly blackjury had let "I was a little naive. NO'/'; Iam awAk· 
b black ffI8.I'l go free ~ecause of ills ened becaustdt haslooched home." 

~~--'-'-

US. Justice Department Investi· 
gatQrs rerentIy anrlOUnced1neyare 
IOOlcing into Mr. Watson'seasetosoo 
if his alleged attackers might be 
tried under federal civil rights 
charges, like the police officers who , 
beat Rodney King" A deciSion' is 
expected in a few. months, Cern
parisons beN'rum the two c<lses fire 
appropriate. Videotape figured in 
each, ll!tjurors chose to disoelieve 
the t,;npleasant truth th(l tape 
reve<lled and chose;molherversion 
that they found a little more com
fortable, 

Yet, Michael WatsOtl has taken 
the orne to Jet the world know be 
does notlmkt bitterness: Iii his beart 
toward ali white people. 

When threl! residents said in d 

letler 10 the commur.ity !lcWSpapcr 
that "the btnd ignorance ef a t::w 
shame us all," Mr Willson replied 
in a letter ofhi-; own: "1 exlend my 
ba:;d (0 tr.em and ZIthers of good· 
will in the commUliity 10 build u 
unified front again,,;! rllciu; ;!ltQl· 
erance_" 

With thai, tit: ShOWf;d how noolj' I' , _ 
a spiritOeaten down car: rise &gam. ' 

Clarence Page is 11 'lolfonat:y I 
syndicated ml«m~is,. 

-, 
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O
ne t:mnmcntaior dealt 

" bl'llvely With Ihe seven 
general categories of .School uniforms? 

. national problems 
addressed by Presid<:nt Clinton <lIla 
finished his appral$al with the sen- Uldnte running for-pl'eSident.1t was the presidenf boursbefore the com
tence, "Why on earth does the the school-uniform bit that caught mencement ceremony. demanding 
leader of th(' free world have to the attention of the unwary,· who thtlt he be scheduled as a speaker. 
concern himself with school uni· asked first: What docs Mr. Clinton If Mt. be informed the stunned 
forms?" know about school uniforms? And president, the ceI'en~ony would not 
. Wen now, there are those who second: How is jt that be itltuits proceed, A half -d01..eU noisy pl'(l~ 
found. that the most novel and their importance? . testet$, even hI an aSRenlhly' £If 
potenuaJly the most resonant sen· Not long ago a public school 2,000, can make solemn proces
tencc in .the pl'eSitient's address. teacher ill New YOl'k ClI:Y wrote a sions imposrJ.blc; as aL~o stodious 
Flasb ahead 10 years, ,close your, lettt..or bristIing with authenticity to classrooms.. 
eyes and am~weT the question; ,. 'llle Wall $tJ'eet Journ.1.I. relating • "fhe head (IfC"lnlinall!ayes High 
"What was the highlight of Pres!", that the furemost \,robJem In the Sehool in New York made a poitit of 
dent Clinron'J\ Stare of the Union city's schools was discipline. In the it some }"('ars agu. l1uU school, for
speech in 1996?" Right. the answer absence ofit. she complained, tn'ac-~ mally a parochial school althougl'i 
will be: Oh, that's the speech in tie-ally nothing ¢lse is possible., . m.any of its students ill'e of other 
which he came Qut for school un1- What bas been called the "hijack· falths, SS percertt of them minori
forms. . er's leverage" is operative here. Just ties, hasarrestinl'l aC$demic attain· 

1b say that was tile "hightlgltl"of as Olleterrori.<;tcandictntetitemtWc- , nients; S5 pCH~cnt (If its graduates 
the speech is of course,to take lib· ments of ajel: carrying SOO pasneo· lit) on to mllege. compared with 
erties. consigninp, all else he said to '{."ers, so one unruly student can, fur It'ss \h;;.tl 15 pcn:ent in comparable 
~enetic political thought, Tile pl'CS- as long tiS he is able to keep it UP. vuh1ic schools m81ki- up of identi~ 
Ident declared in favor of health affect the climate ma schoolroom. cally endowed students. , 
care, law and ordel', unity, grou1h In the lnte J9&13, one seniOl· at It is very lmportant, fhe princi
and husbandry. So does every can~ ,Harvard <lppeared at the office of. ?:tl t{)ld ~i!' visitor, tn insist on a 

schoolllnifoml_ . 
WhY. one naiurally wondered? 
Because, he said, th~ symbot 

The maintenance of' . 
order,themirwr . 

.coiiformity that issues 
from the wearing of 
identical uniforms, is 
always a latent _ . 
prObltmi because tile 
schools deal with boys 
andgirls who are going 
through their unrnly 
period in life. 

" irradiates several thingLThe first 
is that the m:udent is It member of a 

regulated community. When "you woo are going through their unruly" 

are in unifonn. yeor dress bespeaks period in life. The sociologist who 


, hierarchy, The symbol is very some time tigoremarke:d that a sin
important: At Cardinal Hayes. the gle broken and unrepaired window 
students aresimply notexpecred (0 is an invitation to corollary sham
be tate in arriving at school, and. bles. gave us nU an epiphany, Of 
punctuality is accepted as a part of course"it is true, we realizel 
the system"':' related, in a way, to Student ~mruliness is met in dif~ 
the requirement that the students ferent seasons in different ways" At 
wear their simple gray jackets and Etnn in..J;lle 18305, the students out
pants, a shirt andn tie. On the ques" numbered facuJty by about Hlf)..to~ 
tion of disorderin the classroom, it 1, and the notorious Doctor Keate 
is as simple as that there is no dis· . attempted to solve his problem by 

Jorder in the classrooms. flogging a 'dozen students every 
Defenders or the aniinomiari day. .. 


behavior of SO many public-school We shrink from discipline 

students confide to you that the rea enforced by such measures, but 

son fOl' the success ofUle parochial. oU6h~ to welcome civilized sub

schools is that they simply expel stitutes, The school uniform" is 

anyone who is in any way noncon· the bel'tinning of wisdl)m in this 

formisL But such defenders of field, and we say hurrah to the 

chaos run into statistics: 2 percent president tor" coming upon that 

of the students at Cardinal Hayes . insight.. 

are expelled. ", 


Tile maintenance of oroer. the 

nlinol'cmlformttythat issues from William F. Buckley Jr. is presi

the wearing of identical uniforms, dent and editor at large ofNafion

is always a latent problem bec.'l.use ol keview and a nationally syndi· 

the schools deal with boys B_nd girls 'cated columnist: 
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