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HEADLINE: Sizing Up a Uniform Answer To Address Problems at School; Despite
Challenges, Clothing Policy Proves Popular as Behavior Improves

BYLINE: Kathryn wéxler, Special to The Washington Post

DATELINE: LONG BEACH, Calif.

BCDY ¢ .
For Lauren Duran, 11, going to school every day dressed like everyone else --
in a dull white shirt and black pants -- interferes with her right to the

pursuit of happiness.

“Yon don’t get the pleasure of wearing whatever you like," she complained
during an interview in her principal’s office.

Carlos Gonzalez, 12 years old and in the seventh grade, sees it nore
dramatically. "I feel like I’m in prison,™ he declared.

Sc goes the prepubescent grumbling at Rogers Middle School, one of 70
elementary and middle schools in Long Beach, which last year became the first
public school district in the countyy to reguire that coleor-coded uniforms be
worn in its classrooms.

Too bad, respond school administrators, faculty and parents. In a world where
status is often measured by a c¢hild’s sneaker brand or jacket caolor, the adults
contend that uniforms are a possible answer to long~standing school ailments
like gang involvement, truancy and even racial polarization. And unless the
courts knock down the policy, they say, uniforans are here to stay.

Legal experts say school districts like this one must tread lightly when
implementing uniform policies, which are being tried and tested at individual
schools in a number of states. "When you talk about clothing, you talk about
suits,® sald Gayy Marx, senior associate director of the American Association of
School Administrators in Arlington, Va,

The Supreme Court ruled in 1969 that clothing (in this case, a black armband
protesting the Vietnam War) is a mode of self-expression and as such, protected
under the First Amendment. Consequently, say experts, public schools must offer
parents the right to decline to have their children wear uniforms. Students who
do not wear them cannot be punished.

Although Long Beach has given parvents the right to "opt out® of the uniforn
policy, fewer than 400 have done so. The American Civil Liberties Union and the
Legal Aid Foundation of Leong Beach have jointly filed suit in Los Angeles County
Superior Court on behalf of 25 families, alleging that the uniform policy
imposes monetary hardship on poor families. They also contend the district has
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provided inadequate information on the option to decline participation and is
harassing children who opt out.

"I dust don’t see how this is benefiting the kids at all,* said Beth Haire, a
plaintiff in the suit whose daughter is a fourth-grader. "Freedom of expression
would help them in life.®

But most parents believe the benefits ©f the uniforms far outweigh the
detractiong. More than 99 percent of the Long Beach student body donned the
color-gpecific clothes last vear, and the number is even greater this school
year, said the district’s spokesgman, Dick Van Der Laan,

"I think it’s wonderful,® said Charlene Ebright, mother of a seventh-grader.
*Thelr behavior is more business-like. They recognize their jok in the family is
te be educated, and they come ready to do that.®

A comparison of the 1992-94 school vear, before most Long Beach schools
required the uniforms, toc last year reveals assault and battery cases in
district schools are down by 34 percent. Fighting dropped 51 percent. Drug cases
fell by 69 percent and sex offenses are down 74 percent. And at some schools,
attendance, teacher respect and even grades are up significantly.

"I really thought we were wasting our time on it,* said Shawn Ashley, the
pringipal of Franklin Middle Schoocl in Long Beach. But "you could start seeing
the signs visually in behavior within the £irst month. We thought it was the
halo effect but it just kept going, month after month.®

A nunber of districts across the country allow schools to decide on an
individual basis whether to usse uniforms, and many have chosen to do so, such as
those in Dade County, Fla., and Seattle. District of Columbia school officials
say students in 32 public schools wear uniforms.

The D.C. school board voted in 1891 to regquire every public school in the
District to establish & dress code that regquires students to wear approprizte
clothing. The board’s pelicy allows sach school commuenity to decide whether teo
adopt uniforms, but schools are not allowed to punish students who don’t wear
then. .

Vincent Arrava, a spokesman for D.C. schools; said the uniform policy has had
a positive effect at sone schools. "At Roper [Middle Schooll, the grades went up
and the student demeancor has changed for the positive,® Arraya said. "Kids are
more c¢oncentrated on academics. It’s a turn~around. The uniforms give students a
sense of responsibllity. It says clothing is not that important. The peer
pressure of getting cloething that is expensive or of a particular brand
disappears.”

But school officials are hesitant to require entire districts to implement
dress codes, In Oakland, schesl officials looked closely at the Long Beach
gxperinent and decided this school year to put all their pupils in uniforms too.
They were also sued by the ACLU, which raised the same issues as in the Long
Beach suit. The case is pending.

Long Beach Unified has many of the problems and challenges faced by other
large, urban school districts. About 34 percent of the 58,800 elementary and
mniddle school students qualify for federal aid, and 60 percent receive free or
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reduced lunches. The district is 35 percent Hispanic, 21 percent white, 20
percent black and 16 percent Asian.

The impetus for the unifornms, school administrators say, was parentsg’
concerns of gany involvement and the fear that students, by inadvertently
wearing gang-specifiec colors and subtle gang insignia like handkerchiefs, could
ke nistaken by some gangs as belonging to rival groups.

#rhey’d be attacked and beaten within an inch of their lives," said Donald
Erickson, a professor emeritus at the University of California at Los Angeles
Graduate School ¢f Bducation, who has spent hundreds of hours observing Long
Beach schoolchildren for an ongoing study on the effects of the uniforms.

A plagque outside Rogers Middle School, which is considered one of the less
troubled schools in the district, is telling. It warns: "NOTICE: Persons on
these premises are subject to search for weapons by metal detectors. Possessions
of weapons on school grounds is a orime.¥

While students often bemoan the regimented dress, they also acknowledge that
the uniforms have nmade school safer.

"1 like them hecause it’s harder for other people to get in. There are not as
many fights and weapons®" as before, sald XKyle Brannon, 11, whoe attends Rogers
Middle School. "I used to have a fear of coming here, of being beaten up. I'm
not. scared of anything anymore.®

5till, those monitoring the apparent changes in studentsz’ behavior are leery
of attributing the district’s triunphs solely to the uniforms.

"We don’t see it as a panacea," said Long Beach Superintendent Carl Cohn.
“I’m delighted with the results," he gaid, "but I’‘m cautiocus claiming that it’s
all about uniforms.,"

But UCLA professor Erickson is more convinced. "Is it a one-year blip? I/d be
moxre skeptical than ¥ am if I hadn’t spent so much time in Long Beach
clagsrooms., ™ :

According to teachers and school administrators, the color code hag reduced
tension between different ethnic groups, which used to dress according to their
cligue. How, at least wisually, the pupils all belonyg to the same group: the
school, S

Ashley, former principal of Washington Middle Schoel in Long Beach, said that
before the uniforms, relations between the Hispanic and Cambodian children were
tense.

YAt Washington {the uniforms] were very good for racial problems. More
students were wearing backpacks and acting like students. Racial tension
decreased [and] referrals to the office decreased," he sald.

Furthermore, after one year of the uniforms, said Ashley, "We had one-third
of students on honor roll where traditionally we’d had 15 percent.¥

Darlene Haberman, a veteran first grade teacher at Whittier Elementary, the
first schoel in the district to implement uniforms five years ago, can’t say
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enough about the penefits.

bWe don‘t see the fighté'cn'the blayground like we used to," she said., “They
come dressed neatly, c¢lean, They feel good about thenselves. I sse a whole
difference in the community spirit."

staff writer DeNeen L. Brown in wWashington contributed to this report.

GRAPHIC: Map, dave cook; Photo, lawrence k. ho/los angeles times, Students in
uniforme play in schoolyard at Long Beach, Calif., middle school. Despite sone
students’ feelings that the outfits guash personal expression, officials and
parents say the uniformg will remain a part of schools’ regimen., Although Long
Beach schools have given parents the right to “opt out" of the school uniform
policy for their children, Fewer than 400 have done so.
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Remarks By The President
Cn Schaeol Uniform Program

Jackie Rohinson Academy
Long Beach, California

11:03 A.M. Pst .

The Pregident: Thank you. Thank you vary much. Thank
’ you, Melisss Machit, Didn‘t ghe do a good jeb? @¢Give har another
hapd. {Applauge.} Mayor O'Nell; Superintendent Cohn; Chief Ellis;
our host principal, Alexis Rulz-Alessi, the principal of Jackie
Robinson Academy, where we are now. {Applauss.} T¢ ¢he president of
the Bosrd of Bducation Bobbie Smith -- {applavse} -~ tw the Jrote
groups from Wilson and Poly., thank you very much for being here.
{hppiausa. ) And to the Poly High Sahool Band, thank you very much
for playing so well. {(Applause.}

Just before T came out here T had a Little roundtable
digousgion about the school uniform policy with Malizsa and ancther

Fine student names Maurice Troubtman, and a number of -~ {zpplause}.
I thought he was going to run for office someday. (Laughter.) He's
already sseded the cyowd, (lLeughter.) And a number of teachers and

parents and the chief and your Board president. I would like for all ‘
the people whe were in our roundiable to stand and be redognized.

They 4id zuch a good dob of edusating me aboub what was done. Thank

you very wuch. {Applauss.}

I'm glad $o bhe bagk in Long Beach. It seems like only
yesterday when I was here last. {Laughter.! I do have my pen oo
today, it's sort of my unifosm. Aod I'm honorved Lo he here. X came
harve today to applaud and support the efforts of this remarkabls
community. '

Yesterday the Mayor and community leaders briefed me on
#he remarkable plan that this community hag to revive itself and deal
with the impact of the defenge dowmsizing of the last several years.
Taday L'm here to support what over the lgong run may have an even
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move profound impact on the future of this community and our couniry.
PThis remarkable progress you have shown in your schownls as a resuls
of the gchool sniform policy -- making them safer, move discipliined
and crderly, Ireeing teachers to focus on teésching and studentg to
focus on their job of learning. You are returning their sehosls to
their oriainal purpose, and proving that public institutions oan
axcel when they have high standerds, high expegstations for all
shildren and a high purpose with & strategy at the grass-roots leveld
supnorted by svervhaody in the community for carrying it out.

T nave to btell you on a very personal aste, az T told
the panel, this has made my 1ife at home even a little more difficult
because for 14 years -- 18 years-- several times s yeay, bhefors Long
Baach finalily vook this ground-braaking step, the only person who
mver talked o me about school uniforms was the Fivst Lagdy.
tLaughter.} And six or seven times a year we'd go to Chelsea's
sechotl and we'd g0 o this or thabt event at school, or we'd visit
other public schoels and she'd come home and say, you know, L we had
a uniform policy it would make things better in these gohoola, I
heard it over and over aml over again. aAnd vhanks to you, I have to
iisten to, I told vou sc. {Laughter and applause.i

Belng able to endure, *I teld you s, * is one of the
ezgential requirements of a successful marriage -- {laughter} --and I
must say I can't think of a time when T have enioved hearing it more.
I applaud all of you.

I want to take & few wmoments twkiay te talk about how
what vou have dong here firs into the larger pattern of what I hope
ig going on in America ang what I am krying to do angd what we ars
bryving to do to haelp you to spread this message throughout the United
Sratas.

¥hen I becams President T wag convinced thab our country
had to ge ints the next century making significant changss if we
wanted to snsure that the Amegrigan Dream was available to averyons
williing to work for it, without regard £o their race or ingome or
bacskground., [f we wanted to bring the American people together
insvead of seeing them continue to drift apart, and if we wantad to
s8¢ our countery remain the lszading force in the world for peace and
freadom and prosparity, we have worked very hard over the last three
yvears an all those three obijectives, and we see that while progress
has heen wmade which is very substantial, sericus challenges remsin --
enallenges that ¢sn only be met if we do a better job of working
nogether.

If you ware to ask ma what the single most significant

‘lesson I have learned as your President in the last three years is, I

would with o3t hegiration anaway, it is that when Americans
work together we never lose, aiul when we are divided wa defeoat
ourseives. {Applause.}

Today California newsgpepers reported 285,000 new jchs in
this state in 192% asiong. We are woving thiz soonomy --almost 8
million new jobs, @ i1%-vear high in homeownership, three years of
record highs in new businesses formed. Businesses owned by women
alcne in the last three years have creabed more new jobs than the
Fortune 500 have laid off. {applause.) Ths combined rates of
unamployment, inflation and howme mortgage interest rates are the
iowest they've been in 27 years. We are moving forward.

But we know -~ we know -~ that a lot of Americans have
apt participated in this economic raogvery. They haven't gotten a
raige, o they live in the inner civy oy isolated rural areas where
there aren's any new jobs, or they work for one of these big
companies whers sometimes when they're my ags and ready to gend their
awrs children bt college they've besn downsized, 50 we have move
challenges to mest until we can say Lo every Amerisan you're going to
ilve in a wors yapidly changing economy, but you will still be all
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right if vyou've willing to work for it.

Tf yvou look at our most fundamental lnstituticns, many
of the s6ciszl problems we've had, the objective indicators cleaxly
nodng out the fact that on balance our schools are doing a hettear
1o, You should know that the welfare rolls are down in this
conntey, the poverty ralls are down in phis country. Every state in
the counicy has reported & decline in vielent crime. This is all
encouraging. That's thg good news.

Bverybody knows this country is s:5ill too violent. ir's
gbill roow dangerous for children, there apre still too many probloms
out: there, thare are still tods many people trapped in a culture of
dependence when they cught to be out working and reing successful in
supporting their families and contributing to their commursities and
country. So we have a lot to do.

Now, & Lot of the rhings we have o do involve
mopdernizing our systoms. For example, we have reduced the gsize of
voury mational government, we have gotten rid of thousands of pages of
regulation, we've made it f£ar less bureaurranic. Ic's the smallest
governmant you've had in 39 vears. But vou don't wanti it to be weak;
it'g avill strong angugh to be there when you need it if thers is an
earthaguake or a fire or a flood. It's s$till strong enough bo be
there to help companies change when thay have to go from defensge Lo
eivilian ¢onstruction. And these are the kinds of things that ws
nead o focus on., I want to give you a govermment that is less
bursaguseratic and smallay, but gtill able to help every person, every
family, every neighborhood, svery community wake the most of their
own lives. {(Applause.}

And mc all the institutions have bo change, we have to
modernize. In just z couple of weeks the Vige Pregident and I will
e out here ©o gelebrates Net Day in California, the biguest next step
in gur campaign to make sure that by the year 200¢ every single
clasgroom and every single library in thisz country will be hooked up
Lo the Internet -- 20 percent of California’s schools will be. hooked
up this yesar., (Applauge.)

Bur it's noet all medern.  Some of what we have to do is
to o get back to bazle valyss and basic institutions. I se2e at least
twi mémbersg of the longreésgs out here, Congressman Horn amd
Congressman Marvginer -« ghore may be others here. We know that there
are things in Washington we cannot do that you have te do.  We have
te find wavs to reassord the vitalicy o©f the hasic instivutions of
this wountry, of the fawily, of the schools: of the neighborhood and
the community. . ’

In the achools, I have always had a very simple Zormula,
I bglieve I have spent more time in clagsrooms, more time listening
e teachsers and parents and etudents than any person who had the
privilege to held bthis office. And I believe that all children can
Ifearn. T think &hat we have to have high expectations. [(Applauss.)

I believe in high national standards. I belileve in high
peoknology, nationally spread. But I believe in grass-roobs reform,
giving kids a good head start, giving every person access o college
and giving adults a lifetime chance to always, always gst education
when they need it for sconomic reasonsz. {Appliausse.} But leb's not
kid ourselvea. None of this is geoing ve work unless our schools work
and unless our children feel safe and secure; unless the environments
of education are digeiplined and druy free.

We saw the tragic conseguences of the time in which we
live again dust a few dayvs ago with the terrible, painful agonizing
sengeless shooting of that fifth-grade teachsr in front of hisg
students in Lous Angeles. We are praving -~ I'm sure all of you will
pray aleng with our family that Alfredo Perez will pull thoough, and
that his wife, who is also a schaol teacher, will have the courage,
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the bravery t carey on, and that thosae ztudents in that schoeol who
undarwent thai herrible experience will somahow find the courags to
balieve in their adults who are responsible for theiy lives, 0 that
they can go and grow and learn again,

We know that most of our schools are safe, bhut we khow
that ouy countxy is not as safe as it ought to be. We know that
every parent whe walks a child to the bus stop and waves goodbye in
the morning should never worry whether the c¢hild will come home
safely. Every parent has a right to expect that their children will
be safe in sehool. Every parent has & right to believe that the
cnildren are spénding thedir bime learning and teachers are able to
spend the day teaching. {Epplause.}

When we identify national problems that have Lo be
solved by local cowmunities using basic valuss, what T belisve wa
should 4o ain the naticonal level is to help to define what we cught to
do and let you decide how bto do ip. That'a what we'ye here to
celebrate today. {Applause.} We've tried to help promots gehowl
safety with the Gun-Free Schools Act. We are educating sur children
through you with the funds we provide about the dangers of drugs with
the help of the Safe And Drug-Free Schools Act. We are tackling
studaent drug use through our random drug testing programs that we
have advocatsd for local scheel digtricts. We are getting tough on
criminals when they are ssriously violent by permitting the
pragesution of hardened youny eriminals as adults. We are promoting
greateyr parastal dinveivement through our family partnership for
learning at the Departwment ef Education. We are supporting you and
teaching our children the values of hard work, discipline, mutual
respect through the introduction of character ecucatiom programs all
acroas America. again, at the inigiative of local school distriges,
not from Washington., But when yvou want to 8o it we're there for you
and we think you should do it.  {applause.}

And we have worked very hard in this counyry wheére o
many people come from such diverss bagkgrounds and so many different
faiths which they want to express in different ways, to say that tha
Firat Amendment's freedom of religion is the freedom from oppression,
but it doesn't make schools religion-free zones. Thare is A way
peopie Gan pursue their values and their faith consistent with the
First Amendment. We have tried Lo do all these things., (Applause.}

But I have o s4Y, in the end it matters whether all of
you are working together amd whebher your sounterparts in every
gohoel district in America are working togethey. Tthat's why I took
somg paing in the State of the Union address to urge that other
school districns in ouvr nation conasider following the exsmnple of Long
Baach wn gchonl oniforme. {Apnlausa.’

One of the great hazards of our culture, with all of its
wonderful opportunities, is that we can somebimes, as x friend of
mineg used to say, without meaning to teach our children Lo minoy in
the majorg and major in the minors. It's impertani £o be able o
make a4 good living and it's important to be able to buy things that
vou'd like te have, but that's nor the most impartant thing in life,
and it's tragle when young people without a balanced upbringineg,
without grounded values, without a segure education, wind up
heliewing that fg's all right o kill somebedy for a pair of
snmakers or Jewelry or a desiuner dacket,

In Befreit, B Li-voar-old boy was zhot recently for his
$86 baskethall shoes. In Fort Lauderdale, a 1S8-vear-old astudent was
robbed of his jewslry. Just this past Docembery, near where I live
now, in Oxon Hill, Marviand., & 17-year-old honor student was killed
at a g stop, just standing there -- caught in 8 crogss-fire durioy
the robbery of ancthsr student’s degignar jacket.

As parents, svery one of us has been wrenched by these
stories. We cannot stand idly by while our children are having their
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childhoods robbad from them and from vs by people who plage more
valuz on the material things than sven human life, not o mention
human learning. .

The Long Beach Unified School District and the parents
here have not stood idly by. I want to again say. the entlre United
States of America is in your debt becauge you took the firsb step to
show that elementary and middle gshool students could wear uniforms
ta elags, reduce viglence, reduss bruancy, reduce disgrder, ang
increass lgarning -- and, as was said wmore ably than me by oy
vemavkable dntrodocer, give a sense of unity and purpose amnd teamwork
to the students and the schoole that are in this school districn. We
are all in your debt in the United States. (Applause.)

Afver the firet yeay of vhis program, fights between .
goudents and other students who bring guns to aschocel were qut in '
half., Overall orime in the schools was gut by more than a third --
in one yaar. In addition bo safety. lesarning improved, schodlwork
became more important for students than showing off what they wera
wearing or resenting what scomeonsg else was wearing. And mavbe most
important of all sover the loag run, I think these uniforms 40 not
stamp out individvality among our young pedaple. iInstead, they slowly

- rteach our young pecple one of lifa’s most important lessons -~ that
what really counts is what you are and what you can bscoms on ths
inside, . not what you are wearing on the outside. (Applausie,.)

And at least on that score, I think vou ¢an make a
serigus argument that this achool uniform benefits the children of
: afflvent families as much as it benefits the children of poor
families, because that iz a lesson all our children need to learn.
{Applauge !

But in the end, we should remembey it should be safety
first. 1 was so woved in this panel listening vo Melisza talk aboul
unity, and then listening to youwrg Maurice say, I can walk down the
street now arisl because T have my uniform on those ganus kuow that I'm
not a problem, I'm just a student; I don’'t have to look over my
shoulder all the time.

It is wrong for a young perscon to logk over his or her
shoulder walking down the street of the United States of America.
That is wrong. ({(Applause.) And you have helped to gtop it.
{Applause .

And let me say finslly about you, you did it, reflecting
the lesson T said thal wasg the mast important I have laarned: vyou
did this togethar. This was nob imposad on you. The parents decided
o do it, working with the teschers, working with the seheol board,
working withs the police dapartment, working with otherg. You worked
this out together.

. md I've learned about the differsnces from schoel to
. gechoel. I've learned about the diffarences in permigsible uniforms.
I've learned all about this. It has really pleased me o understand
just how mich of 2 grass-roobts endeavor this is. And that alsc is
imparbant.

1 4o want Lo say, though, that in all the years that I
have spent in publig schoels, the thing that hag frustracted me most
ig that nearly every probiss in America hag besen solved by somebody
somewhare in soms schesl. Hubt idess don't travel very wall., The
mesh heartening thing o me, although I know it's baen s headache for
your suparintendent, is that you've been deluged with phene calls.
That's good. That Teans people say, I'm not oo proud to lsarn from
them.

You know, the founding fathers of bhis country set up

abate governments as the laboratceries of demooragy with the express
intent theb they would not bhe top proud to lsara from one snother. .
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When I was & governor, whenever we weye the first state to do
somsching, 1 wis always proud of chat: but I used ko tell our people,
I'm even mora prowd when we're the gecond state bto do zomabling
hecause Lhat meant that we wergn’t tos arrogant, havd-headed, and
deaf to learn f£rom what somebody else was doing rvight. (Applause.)}

o owe want to aupport what you have done here. and 5o
we have taken on the job of finding cur what works and bow., Aond I
want yeu b know that just befoye I came here tCoday I signed a
directive ingtructing the Sacretary of Bducation to distribute this
new manual on school uniforma to every one of the nation's 16,089
sehool districts so they will know how to do what yvou did.
{Applauss.)

The Department of Educabtion worked with the Department
of Justice and che Attorney Seneral Lo develop this. Itfs a road map
for the establlshment of a pelicy fur scheol uniforms for schoole
that want bo useé the tool. Tt provides & central sourue of ’
informstion about successful programs, yours and thosg that have
followed thar are making & difference all across Ameriza.

Let me be clear, thig is not 2 national governmant
mandate., This is not Washington telling any school or asshonl
district what to do. The decision about whether to adopt @ uniform
policy a8 8 Lol in an overall program to promote safety and improve
leayning is a lecal decision to be made entirely by parants,
veachers, and lacal school officials. But at least now nobody will
say, we didn't know about thisg, we couldn't imagine how to do it, and
walre not gure it will work. If they read this, they will know it
will werk and they'll know about it and they*ll undergtand how to do
it.  {Applause.}

In the wmeanwhile, lei me leave you with bthese two
thoughts: Please don't grow waary in pursuing this geal. We can
never rest until violence againgt osur children is the oxception, not
the rule; until we are horrified -- ovntil we are genulnely surprised
whan we hear about something bad happening to & child. ¥We can never
rest until wa have more of our childran wearing the colors of school
sniforms than the colors of gangs., We cannot resh uniil that is
true. (Applause.)

And please, each and every one of you in your own way,
be willing €9 reach ont to vouy friasmds and neighbors, and anyone
with whoam you come ip contact acres:s this great state and across our
reloved country, to tell peoopis the sbory of how thig works. People
are desperately looking for ways to restore integrity and meaning and
purpsse and direction and sugo#ss fo our schools all anross America.
¥You have shown that it casn bhe done. Share vyour knowladge, share your
passion, share yvour convigtion. And reomembey what I said: Whenever
we are defeated, we defeat ourselves; 1if we are divided, we can’t
win, but whan we’'re togather, America never loses.

© Thank you, and God bless you. {Applause.}

End 11:28 A.HM. Pst
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

THE BECRETARY

March 1998

Dear Superintendent:

We have received many inquiries about school uniforms since
President Clinton‘s State of the Unlilon address. 1In his address,
the President said that "if it means that teenagers will stop
killing each other over designer jackets, then our public schools
should be able to require their students to wear school
uniforms.®™ Many parents, compunity leaders, and school officials
have expressed interest in uniform policies as an effective way
to work toward a safe and disciplined learning environment in
their schools.

Last month, President Clinton asked me to develop and distribute
a road map on how school districts interested in developing
uniform policies can make uniforms part of their comprehensive
safe school program. Enclosed you will find one copy of our
"Manual on School Uniforms,’” a document we developed in
consultation with the U.S. Department of Justice after talking to
parents, community leaders, and school efficials in communities
throughout the country.

It is a local decision whether or not to adopt a school uniform
pelicy. In the manual you will see examples of local school
districts where school officials, parents, and teachers worked
together to incorporate school uniforms into their overall school
gsafety plans. This manual is designed not only for school
officials and teachers, but for parents and conmunity leaders as
well, since their involvement is a cornerstone of a successful
schoel uniform policy.

A zafe and disciplined learning environment is essential to high
academic achievement by all students. We hope you will find the
manual helpful as you decide which strategies work best for your
school and community.

%

Yours sincerely,

£
« E ,@* w&
Richard W. Riley

Encliosure
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At summer’s end, school uniforms put focus on learning

By wmﬁm rasky

i wore uniforms from ihe first
through 12ih grades at two Cathelic
sehools In Dearborn, Mich -

Of votrse, by he thne we were 12
or 13, we were making fon of the uni-
forms, a8 in, "Ugh, those pleated pa-
#y blue skirds are so gross” In high
school, we wore siraight skirts,
patred with white bisuses and navy
cardigans. The boys fikewise ‘wore
dark siacks, while shirls and tles.

The khis with whom -I wen! o
Sehont were from gquite different
rungs an the socioeconomic tadder
“They were the children of plumbers,
carpeniers and teachers {my group}
and the chitdren of Ford Motor Co.
axecutives and small businessmen
{the group of many of my friends).

Some of them had swimming
poods in thelr hack yards and cash-
mere sweaters 1o wear to parties on
Saturday wight. But al school, wear
ing unifirms was a greal leveler, Do
ing the schoxd day at least, the unl-
forms made us equals. s Hkely Tl
most teachers didnt know which of
us came from poar households amd
which didnl, we were aif glven the
advaniage of high expeciations.

% the news that the New York Cliy
Foard of Eduration has become part
of 3 growing frend by mangating that
studenis in Cily elemenimy sthools
wear untforms sbould be groetnd
with cheers from parents. B, in
stead, it has sef off & debate, with the
armerican Civit Liboriies inion
{ACLLY threatening to sie One meg-
son: Poor parents can't atiprd the uni-
‘forms, Norman Siegel, the ACLLSS

New York director, azg:ms paz'eftts
pupht 1o be able i send thaelr Rids i
schoct wearing anything they wish,

B s guy By resd? Hay Stegel
iried 1o sond 8 eonager 1o school in
what he, Siegel woishes? I en his
child must b2 hrarn some planet oily
er than Barth, Lasi Sme Lobncked, |
wig peer pressure that dicialed what
kids wear to achoel, not parents,

Wi does it mean? Unequiv
ocally, jeans. The grunge/baggy ook
has subsided i my pard of e coun-
try, aml Kids generally sre maore pre-
sentabde than they were a fow yems
ago; but nane of the Kids look as #
(hey have much b mind ofher thans
tooling around or just hanging oul.
Only the most prepny dress in what
might be suitable, say, wool slacks or
clear Xhakls and shirts and yweaters,
or anything vaguely resemmbilng age-
appropriate clothing for “casus Fri-
days” af many comparies.

But school s everyones Hmt ]"(ib
We g0 to school 10 lears, aot {p play.
Schoot should not be just gym and
gender sladies, bal readiy’, writhy
and ‘rithmetic, Pulting students in al-
Hre which sends thot message Ba gl
ant siep forward In omaking clase
ooms mare hispilabie & those w?m
want fo Inarn.

H nise works, Schoo! distriels
sround the counlry which have unt
formn policies report thal behavior
chnnges slong with e clothes. Long
Heach, Cali, which in 1894 hecame
the Arel targe public school district o
mandaie uniforms, has found thatin
{hose grades requiring uniforms, K-8,
altendance reached an aildime aigh
st veny In the nearly two decades

e 1

records have heen Xept. Nol counting
excused shsences for Hinesy, sthond.
anpe was more than 3%,

The drop in crime waas el su dvg
matic: 76%, Thal includes fighting,
sex oifenses {down 3380, robbory/
extortion, drugs and woeapons or oth
er dangerous devices. (What I not
down, regretiably, am asisuis with
deadiy weapons. It wilf inke more
than unlforms 0 get e guns out of

By Sarm Wand, LGA TDOAY

gar chilldren’s honds)

improved academic achiovement
i narder v gauge becsuse school
districls have been making other
changes slong with the uniform pol-
foys bul with betier behavior and b
fendance, a student 5 on her or his
way, By pasing the uniform Code,
Nesy Yark ioiag six other lampe dis
friots 1hat have koplemented & usni
foree policy: Birmingham, Ala; Chi-

USA TODAY - TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1. 1998 \é%:— |
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cage: Daylon, Ohio; Oakiand, Calil;
and San Antonip, as wel 8s Long
Bench, Others seem Hiely fo fofiow.

Uniforms can't cure off the prob-
s of lodays public schools —
erurnbling bulldings, nol enough lext
books, tsodarge classes, knives and
guns — bul incicting thal students
qroess appropaaiely for thelr jobs as
students is & beginning, T sénds them
a message, however sublle, thaf
schoot & different from vecation.

School 5 fork Uniforms i
crease that Kkelihood. They alse dis-
courtige pang activily, eiminste so-
oint hias and reduce peer pressure (o
have expensive clothing, while build.
ing a sense of comenanity and schoo
pride. Glven ali that, parents oughl ko
be scrambling to get undforms In
thelr children's schaols. There & ny
evidence that uniforms reduce indi.
viduality in reasoning.’

Despite any Haftial cost {estirmaled
at about $100 annunily), uniforms are
less expensive (han individeal dress.
ing in the long run because they stay
the same day In and day oud, Schex
districts and tocut husinessmen wsu
ally offer help la those tamilies wha
aeed it; in wene districly, children 4o
aate iy old uniforms (b be pased
on. Peer prossure among wenagers
to sport oool, avw clothing Is dimin
ished beoause oen-agers 40nT huve
6 show up in something different ey-
ery morning. And 8y the parend of
pny feenage girt wil (e} you, that
mininizes rmorning medness, ]

Inferestingly, ihose in the sconom.
i group that might have enough dis-

posable hwome W buy some 000l .

ciothing for thebr chikdren ($30.060 b

3380083, byl nol encugh to supply
1he demund, s ihe people mest In
fovor of untoring, J8%, accorging o
2 poif reporied in USA TODAY, An
oiher pol], done by New Yok f‘tzyﬂ
Puoily News, found that 87% of Af
can-Americans gnd Ve of Hispanics
e BEGDS THE likely 1o have g lower
soonoie TN than whiles — favor
upiformns more than whiles, who e
evendy divided on the subject.

Whnt these numbers supgest is
poarer parsds eaderstand their chit
dven will e more “eoual™ ¥ every
bty dresses thie sane, fust ag T didn't
trave o feel deprived hacause { didn't
have a olosel full of the “right” cloth-
ing as one of my begt niends did.

The New York City Bourd of Edu-
cation didn’l go tar enough, 15 not
just frst throngh sixth grades where
siudents need unifornis, rather they
are needed most during the more
travenatic, troubled years of junior
kigh ardd hiph school. The board
ought tor reconsikder and make it
mandatory up vatl praduation from
hight sebonl, Long Beach, by the way,
has started & uniform palicy in the
ninth grede at ene of ils magnet
sehmols this year,

And while I'm offering sugpes

thans, schont districls surely shouid
ief the girls choese botween SRS
and pants, For one, panis are warm-
er. And twp, ¥ e Brst lady can ap-
pear on ipievition in & stylish pank
sill, ceriainly panis are approprisie
for girls when they choose.

Lorrgine Dushy, 4 freedonce writ-

ér in New York, is o member of USa
TODAY's board of contributors,

L —
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Atlanta’s right to mix
public, private homes

By DeWayne Wickham

ATLANTA — "Slow down, [ want him 1o se2 this,” Aliama
; r Bili Campbell suid o his driver, ox {he vehicie we were
7 in rounded a barren streteh of roadway on the ciys
southeast side.

Re wanted fo impress sie - 2nd he did.

« Just ahesd was the unduisting form of a wellmaniCured golf
course, the Kind of vista that dofs the landscape in many {oyrist
ations. Bot this was Atlsnta, not Orlando. The golf course
%r was showing off is the anchor of this aation's boldest
attempie recast pubic housing from piaces thaf warehouse
the poor 1 that offer residents a real chance o hamn their
fives around.

Once a decayina crimaidden housing pre}m called “Lutle
Vietnarmn,” East Lzke Meadows is belng transfonned inlo an ur
bary o2sis of upscale. suburbanstyle townhouses where po0r
#nd middie-ciass peaple live side-by-side. When compleled. %40
rsits will be bullt in e gated community thal wraps dround
the public goif course, Roughly taif will go 1o famsiiies that qual.
i#y for public housing. The rest will be leased al marke! rates,

The ides, Carnphell sald, it to give poor people nelghbars
who are good rofe models for success - while alse offering
middle-ziass families guallyy housing within Atlanta,

Attracting middie-class neighbors

Making if work is a delicate balancing act. Critics wotry that
middie-Class farmilies with a lot of options witl nof chooge tolive
slongside arpe numbers of fumilies from public housing. Bat
the combination of & Mghquality housing complex s strin-
gent entrance requirements has muted that fear

Al residents must uaderge credit and criming b&cizguund
checks. Those whe funk area't allowed imfo the new devel
gpmenl. To make he complex more aftrsctive 0 (hoase wWho
can gifons to Hve sisewhere, the ¢ty has promised increased
police patrols and privaie security for BEast Lake, plus a pew el-
ementary schoeo! and & stateofthe-art YMCA

Cizy housing officials hsve done much the same i Centenni-
8 Place, 2 mixedincome development on the aorth edge of
dowanlown Atianta, near Georgia Tech University. The once-
diiapidated compiex will have 300 urdls when construction is
fisshed, 369 of which are set aside for the poor

QOther cities sheuld follow Atfanta

Wrile many ¢ilies are using federal housing aid 4 renovate
240 pulslic housing comrmunities or 1o bulid new ones, Allanta is
getting out of the business of constructing boasing for the poor.
Cities that bulld housing for the poor creaie poor nsigh
barhoods, Which quickly become poverty gheis,

Aflants is moving away from thaf trap. More cities should foi-
low {is lead.

For most peade, public housing shouid be a temporary lodg:
ng, not 4 Hietime dwelling, It's 4 necessary pard of the social
safety net that government provides. But H poar peaple are -
lowed 1o languish in howsing developments overnan with blight
and crime - ant devold of positive role models - they have
Hitie chance of escaplng poverty'’s &,

Aflanig’s inngovative appreach marks a mirsculous turn-
arpund. For mogt of {hs decadie, the City's housing authority
was on the Departznent of Housing and Urban Development’s
st troubied” st Al one point, there Was faik thal the federal
government might 1ake over s public housing.

Since laking office in 1994, Campbeli has turned things
aroumt,

Ot course, 2 fair share of the oredif must go o the bowsing
authority's executive director, 15 conmissioners and devel.
oper Tom Cousins. But the lion's share belongs 1o Campbeli,

A Democrat, Camphell plumbed his closensss 1o Bill Clinton
ang Al Gore for all the help he could get for his ciiy's public
bousing. On his waich, Aania has recgived more than $560
midlion in federal aid for i seven houshig compleses.

And in he process, he has set a etandard the rest of the ns.
tion would be well advised (o folisw,

DeWayne Wichham writes weehly for 1584 TODAY.
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niforms changing culture
of the nation’s classrooms

By John Riger 5 . . Shesays Chicupy sthooks ove Poduc-  Speaking 8¢ moms everywhare:
HEATODAY ,@( INg betier (4 s00res because of higher | Cyndi Seiber 55vs "AS the mtther ol &
academic siandards. a ben & sallad Doy with weenage hormones, the o
LONG BEACH, Calif. — Four years age. the  PTOMOtion aad raquired summer  form makes the young laiy siting next
mﬁiﬁ sehnals here crew attbntion as the first in whool for iow achigvers. In (598, the # Bim in ’bi{)iogv b less o! p disizag-
Ut nation 10 require stodests o wear uniforms. Kool board ardered every scioo! 16 Hon. nd the teacher & ittle easier to fo-
The drumbeat for umloran has rolied Touder  Comsider uniforms, and mare \han 80% s on, because she's #ot on o collared
sver since. have adoped them. _ shirt with sleeves instend of g spaghey
In his 1396 Sute of the Union speecl, Prasi-  The ézsggig h?ﬁ :ae mmg&&m}yﬁ&w. suap with ber bra hanging sds”
; urged " s a 1 Buckasy savs, “but we're tenaialy see ; . : .
LeEVaBETS 4rom ELing each pier et o 88 8 1 Aiscplinary seacon o meiack, are driving the i
: * : 2 ik 1) g - N
lished an Infernet manual o6 Xow to adpt a urc-  EAS” EXPresSion and has sued schools | i, Shea o ally relictart if (e
formm poliy. Somuz of Lhe naton’s aygest dswicss | Over palicies it deems (oo rigd. Coums RIS Comes rom 5chool boards or
— New York Los m% Qﬁcagg‘ Boston, wuslly have u;}?’féi& fimf@fm policies, # ﬂ;}i}ﬂd 'ﬂ'i;‘ thﬁ??m qlllck]} won
Miam Dace County, Clevelard — moved o put - ¥7e ot dgains: uniforms, were just 7o 0 sicts that bave o
Studenits in uniforms, And this month, at @ pa- BB3NSt Ihem being turced down par.  ®0Q TR X Elementary draws kids

tionsi Sumymit o $choa! vickence, the LS. Con | ents' throars” says Andy Bromme, an  from ; Kingecinss |
fereace of Mayors endorsed uniforms even for ! ACLL lgwy;r who's fighting & manda. dﬂ?ﬂﬁé g:;;‘g gr{neda;:; and gfmlg
Righ school students, tory policy in Lancaster County S.C initially resented the school ;

Bus aksent 1 the rush 1o uailorems has bees  Orher critics say uniforyts scueleh Lol Tosented the schoal prevming
proef hey vetuslly promaie belter behavier  key socia)Tite of passage. “Cloles are g They a.lpreaa;?giﬁf} r:gnlg'i %fhﬁ%&
Now, from this meltingpor port ity of 385000, way children £nd out who they are, @lives i their lives from insttitions
comes bard data s ey do. Long Besch  what they are and whe the CIMETEAIR,” ey depend on for Bvelifood of pulilic
schovls veport a 51% drop o sssaults, thefts, vl suys Ruth Rubingtein, a SOUDRY DI geeivtance” Kidd says. “Bur they're
dalistr, and weapen and drug vmiatmg since  fessar #! e FPashion Instizte of Tech mg,w now, ‘hey Hke w?,’%
199). Yous crime off school grounds s also  nology in New York. "Clothes are their Siing with their kids over clothes”
down, as much as 36%, though police suribute  orlentation 1 soeia) life, and we're ak- Daytor: gave schools the unifotm
£nat o 4 host of measures including unitorms.  ing thes &¥ay from them! ton a few yenrs agn. sod children ;{’y‘

. Most districts that eal? pojies man- :
“Uniforms tie away the No. | reason zids e e O 80 schools now wear them. Nearly
treal euch orher diferenty: how (hey look" says  SNOCY Bl GRCTPUONS if parents NS, 109 of MiamiDade's 388 SCROGIS woory
oo B2, 3 Lor \ovenile oficer . DWi MOSE tamiiies go aleng — once uni- aiready in uniformr when the school
e Sretricty e satsics comparing fmﬂ zm‘mlgi:ﬁ‘é&gg;f; = gif:ﬁiﬁg’ toard said any campus could switeh {f
crime bﬁ%ﬁh‘ﬁﬁm&‘;g:‘ﬁ}gm POCBUSC 0T of studeets in Kindergirien through ﬁ?’&ff&?@;’e 10 e brvsad:
" "The ltie avaable 42 ars cooourmgig by CIETB GRde 0T wear iniforma.  © oy uniiorms.
i b Birsngan T oy 0 080, s s Sl on. T e e o v o
weagen mc:de:lus dropped 306 in r:uﬂa;mag Poor, inner-city Whither Exementan w&:gﬁ?{f Groered ol aﬁjar Clemer
L g hool board requined uniforms. In . adopted umiforms in 1993, piher ore than 75 000 g& %:erea‘alreaﬁ:
Hougion schools, vidters crime is dows  Long Beach schools degan switching wearing tem, kven in San Fzsnclscg
38% in the last twe years, But 8 swudy of  9ve% Bntd in 1994 the sehagl PG wiint has nc.unimm policy, studenlé
Miami-Diade County cto0is found that Made tem mandatory excapt in Bigh i s serop {01 115) wear thems
fghus neatly doubled i middie schogls  5chool. Now, ninth and 16t praders 4t In 1993, the Los Anpeles schust baard
Uiat weaf 10 uniiorms, while ppitorms  Wilton Classical High are the firsi inthe oo g goal of gefting all 600 schook in
stemed o have s0pped &% alarming  MpDeT @rades to be in unifary, Bvesty. unifortn. $o far, 414 are on board.
rise in elementary school incicenss. — ally, all Tour grades will be in unitorm. Gaklund has 2 mandatory oniform
Natienaily, o6 research correigias Chemiys Carer, 3 Wilon freshman, poliey, but so may parents “opt gyt
lower crime rates with uniforms, Most likes uniforms and seys fashion pres 295 SpOXESWOrHAN Sue PL epr th{'!
gvidence s nnectotal. A survey by e Sure can be intense putside of ool "I gite cohoos have bulf their sedens o
Educationnl Testing Service found that you arent w Noutics, oMY srrent cigehes. That may be the reségg!i
most principals believe uniferms im- Hiliger or Raloh Leuren its ke you o 1907 Jawsuil, The ACLY chatien
prove schodl discipiine. Qfficials in. are kess'o! & person,” Carter, 14, soys. Oakiand suniiorm policy anéwaﬁg
Each Long Beach schotl picés IS | gar et utider wiich the district g

- own yniferms ang colors - pants 5 greed

COVER STQRY shors and skirts one color, shins anats L%mcisﬂz ‘i‘ﬁ ‘f&g"‘gﬁ’;@ﬁg"’g{;ﬁ
, 21, M both solids. No labels brangs or ihey Bad 2 Tight 16 opt sut

$ehools that have aniforms say they bol insignia are permitted excepl the Many schools pajse money to huy upi-

" slersecurity becauss cusiders are casy  $CHOGTS, even on shoes. The (st o QUL pyrmme for WWinceme parems Sor e

o spat it school grounds. When sty Ring 2 Student varies, depending on fro e tis year, San Aptonio re

cents ar¢ in uniform, ghts over cloth- “hether e Mmily shops at & SsCOURE, quired niforrms for all 66,030 srudents

ing st6p. Gang influence wanes tecause - ; 8y : :
nogﬁma wmlsgaag colors or gang atre, SIOFe Of 3 bighend depanment store,  [FOM kinderparten through hgh schoo!,

' Frosnmen wearing Wilsows khaki Vnenall the bilis are in, the district wi
Suér:)ﬁcr;fiieé :gig :J?il:g;g ;ﬁ:%;ﬁ« piants ard white Shirte said they hated kavee&aqdeé parents $80,008 14
forms Teduce e difterences betweep (08 leasing“fr o jmﬁ:zrsé?nd 5'3“"0% Loy ;nmuéigm SUBCHETE, Says
: - ingz ogreed unlforms made Ble easier. They ; B & \
b W it [0 oty Ll el o o
School in Long Reach. Suee pairs of pants, far fewer than i » SYE GG Bl
o Sorme ducalors eves think uni mﬁi‘m fg’;‘}"@m and shorts, Then oy é;%sggiu;ls m;dﬁimzng
tors Contribute W higher scadsmic . e 107 them. “That really shocked mes
i 'y '8nd 2 lot of brand-name shivs and fke O e, " ¥ SNOCREG e,
gé?rggé%; oot - s&ﬁﬁz& £ DS of shoes to g0 with each gt SHPICe says “Pretty s0on the parents
smates’ — and (hav treas school as their ML $2y8 Hoiy Ly, 34, . "mgf: e D Dpening day Uhis fall, { e
. “Kids krow dhey'te here for busi George Berginza, 14, says: “Withuni. Y% 1f Just Drougt temrs 10 your ‘eyes
ss. ThiS i their buginess attre just TOTTS, YoU 0Nt hawe to Duek abowt O OF LB Kids, we had 12 report not
Uke if they were oL 1BN27 Moote says.  Commpetiian. ¥ow dont have 1o think s that after 25 years in the
y B3I public schoals, “1 didn't beliess i woury

‘A Hand-Aid solution'? IRNg {06 Blen. aﬂect:e %mm But it goes My i’:?zii{iren
AT€¢ Hyt 50 e "
But critics sy schools need more PArents mest supportive it enc;"gmwgm ?3“*’1' had 1o

than uniforms. "' 8 Band Ald solution . N L.
10 probleqs - crumbling schov buils-  Onee Unifortss are jogralned, the big
ings, 10-yearold tachooks — that desy 658 fasS usuplly are parems. They
easy solutions” says Loren Siagel. pub- sgend (85 on ‘Ciﬁi?)ﬁ&: Toeir Kids are
lic eduration direstor of the American 148 Swessed pver [ashion. They gof out
Civil Libertes Union in Mew York,  Of the house (aster in e morsing.

In many pleces, undorms pre fassone | yOU WRICK, on wares duys, these
piece of hrocder reforms. "By tnem. Righ Kool kids are close o coming out
selves uniforms won'l make & magor i 1 bathing st says Charlens Enrighs,
terence S3y% Cipinie BUCKHE'Y, c};fg{ :“m daugﬁt&f Nepieisa i BIK?@‘L
education officer of Chicago schoots. Really some of the styles now ..
“They're just widow dressing” if ewil Ebertarians believe foreing

- & ueniforms on Kids chokes spression,
TaNy parents would say exsression in
Clathes & beside the poine They'd math.
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ELECTION '98

Negative ads in N.Y.
hurt candidates’ ratings

The pegative ads bedng ron by New York’s two Sensie
candidates are working, dragging down each others i6
voraidiity ralings while the race remains a dead heat-A
Guinnipiac College Poliing Institute poll of fikely volers
shows 229 have a favorable view of Democras Charles
Schumer, down from 30% [ast mongh, His unfavorability
vating fumps to 18% fram (1%, incumbent Republican
Al D'Amato’s fnvorability rating is 30%, down from 37%,
and his unfavorability mark rises to 38% {rom 33%,
*You get in 2 mud fght, you get splashed)” said poilster
Maurice Carrell. “Clearly this shows negative ads work,
which is why they do them.” s3id Rachel Leon of Now
_ York's Common Cause, The race, meanwhite, remains a

siatisticnl tie, Schumer has 48% supporl; D'Amatw has
45% with a margin of error of +/- 4 percentage poinis.

OTHER POLLS: Theres tute
movemenl i three governor's
Taces, according 10 Mason-iiten
polis of dkely volers, _

b iy Ilinsis, Republican
George Ryan leags Democorat
Glenn Poshard, 5i% 1o 36%.

»in Connecticet, Republican
John Rowiand leass Democorat
Barhara Kennsily 80% to 28%.

> »In Alsbarna, Democrat Don
Ryen: Leads OIS giegelman may have a slight edge
governor's race over incumbens Republican Fob

Jarries, 45% to 43%, but it's within
the murgin of error of + /- 35 percentipe poiats.

POLLING DATA DIFFERS: ™wo recent polls in the
Vermont Heutenani governor’s race show hiow fndings
may vary based on peiiing techniques, A Mason-Dxon
media pail founst Dernocrat Doug Racine with 4% and
Republican Barbara Sneliing with 439, a statistical dead
heatl An Action Research media poll Inst week found a
19point spread. Two differsnces were the sample size
aut makenp: Mason-Dixon polled 626 likely volers; Ac-
tion Research pelied 400 eligibie volers.
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HANDOUTS: wnen Rep. Martin Fron mingles with
tis colieagues on the House Aonr these days, he's likely
10 press into their hands a small veliow card listing 2
gsoven Democrstic House candidates whose campaigns
need money. Members with campaign cash o spare are
asked 1o donate dirsctly to the needy, sbout %ai of
whom are notiscumbenis. Frost, of Texas, is ¢hairman

of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Commitiee. |

House Repubiicans have pulled in more han 33 mitlion
from taeir members, Democrals abowd 32.3 miliion. Sen
Mitch MoConnell of Kentucky, who heads the Natiopal
Republican Senaterial Commiltee, mads 4 similar pitch
to CE3P senators,

BILLS PASSED: mcumbents, sager 1o get home and
campaign, rushed approval of severa) rwre nongenstEn.
versial bills, Among them are bills tha would:

» Reguire the State Deparument 15 Jist each year dip-
nats accused of orimes and ssserung knmunity.

» Make it 8 federal crime (o assume someons’s identi-
ty {5 commit Saanrial frand,

» Make rationn) park concessions mare ¢anpetitive
by eliminating 2 preference for existing lranchisees,

ONLINE FUND-RAISING: The 1988 glection cycte
has a new Tund-raising mechanism - the Iniernet.

piore and more ¢andidates are iy
using their Web sites not only to
expizin their backgrouads and po-
sitons, but also o seek oonmiby-
Hons anline.

Indimna Senate candidate Fyan
Bayh's sitg allows people o do-
nale by typing i the amount and
their credit card nember. Hes cale |
iected only $236 so {ar, but it could
become a major intonss Sourse as
more peapte became comifortable
with privacy and securily aspects”
of the new medium.

“Its going {o open up & whole
new asudience for fund-raising” says Mike Cameil

whise Cleveland.based company heiped online efforts -

of GOP gubernawrial candidates Jeb Bush in Florida
srd Robert Tafi in Ohio. “II's going ¢ open up your
young, creditcardusing demographic” Connel! said.

= Jitss Drinkars

Written by Paul Leavitt with staff and wire reports
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Equalzty ? Tymnn y ?PIazd ? Navy?:
Uniforms and New York Scheols

Al

Ini perbaps the most diverse and
expressive city in the pation, the talk
in oublic elementary-school class-
rooms yesterday often centered on
what i would be Hke { everyone
were compeiied 1o dress the same,

That is what the president of the
Board of Education, William ¢,
Thompson Jr., proposed on Monday,
following the lead of hundreds of
schools across the country. And his
plan o require uniforms in the ele
mentary grades in New York, begin-

ning in (he fall of 1999, quickly gained
peditizal momentum yesterday, as-

asther-board members seized on the
iden a8 & way o conirol student
behavior, eradicate the visible differ-

ences between rich and poor children b

and foster schoo! pride. :
But inside the classrooms yesters

day, there was. little agreement

about the merits of mandatory

schos) uniforms-— even from one -

desk to the nekt,

In Friczy Sannon's szxthugmde
ciass a1 Public.School 208 in Harlem
vesterday morning, Lawrence Har-

per ware the uniform that his schoel

has engouraged since 1534 — clip-on
navy Bblue tie, crisp white zhire,
pressed navy slacks and black shoes,

“They should have a dress code,”
said Lawrence, 11, whose outfit was *

reflected, as if in a mirvor, on all b
5 of his TW0 doZen classmates, includ:
ing the girls, who substituted skirtg;
for slacks. “Otherwise people can
just come to school in the haggles?
bagey pants or the shortest short |
shorts, It wouldn't look right”

But leaning on his chair just a few |
- feet’away, Joseph Carter made his |
dissent plain by the outfit he wore!
stone-washed ‘brown denim jeans |
and a brown-and-white flannel shift
detiantly open at the neck, .

“We should be able to choose vfhai
we want W wear,” sald Joseph, 1J,
“When you are in school, it's 2 fasb-
ion statement. it's your méividuai«
fry.”

“Thase sxatzmenzs ware ez:ézo@é

around the city yesterday, as par: .

ents, teachers, adminigtrators, stu-
dents and civil libertarians pondered

5

Continuedon Page A3l

By JACQUES 3 STEINBF RG

Continued From Page Al

anti debated a p{)liC}’ that would pro- |
fz}uzzdiy alter the dressing and shop- |

‘ping patterns of hundreds of thou‘ X

sands of young gizy children.

 Mr. Thompson's plan, which he zs
"to present to the board for a vote next
‘month, moved a step closer to reality |
yesterday with ‘the endorsement of
two of his colieagues e Carel A
(‘iresser the board member from

J‘?mmpsan needs one addjtmnai vote
‘on the seven-member hoard, and
there were' maleatiozzs that he was
aearzng s ma}arzty L

-Though™ Sandra (B L&rﬁféﬁ"tﬁé’
Bronx board m&zmi}er did fistretum

“Long Beach over the %asmm
has suggested that requiring uns
| forms through e:ghth grade contrib-
uted to a'drop in school crime and a
" rige in attendance, according 10 the
Council of Great City Schools, )
“Though there have been'few legal
. challenges to such policies, Norman

he woitld he’ 1 to consider such &
oA A‘Wﬁm ni's cholte of aress 1§
an expressive ac:iv:ty. - he Esaid,
“and consequemly. ft's’ pmtected by
the First Amendment LRy
‘That was .the, prevajling attitude
»yesterday” atr ‘the Neighbcrhood
Schook an | alternative eiemenmry
-school in the Bast Village, ‘Where,

Siegel, the execative director of the
j New York Civil beemes  Undon,said .

-a call seeking comment yesterday,

‘the Bronx baraugzz president, Fera__\

nando Ferrer, wha ‘appeinted her,’
-expressed his support for the plan.’
At the end of the day," he said, “thls !
is not.a terrible ‘idea,’ cons:dermg
‘that kids get killed over sneakers.”
Colieen Roche, a spokeswoman far
Mayor Rudolph W, Ginliand, who ap- |

“points two board members, did not -

return repeated phone calls seeking |
‘his position on the policy yesterday, |

nor did his appointees, Jrene Ii. Im- !

-pellizeri and Ninfa Segarra. .
Numerous® other. questtrms abaut
the 'plan went unanswered as well,
including what if .any. financial im-
pact it would have ‘on parents;
i whether it would pass legal muster
J-and whether, in limiting the pmgram
<0 eiemmtary schools, . Mr,
. Thompson had left out those swdems
Cwho might benefit from it the most:

- high-schoolers who have sometimes -

| reserted to violenee oy thelt te securs
pricey - Rems like Nike high-tep

-sneakers, Timberland boots and

oversized Tommy Hilliger shirts.

_pupils addrass wachars by their first
names and have a s&y in what {opics
- their teachers éiswss withxn a sab«
- ject area. ;

The school's d:recmr Judzﬁl Fas«
. ter, said she expec:ted parems at the

'_e.<<«

*' school to consider a vote 1o opt put.of

the policy = a mechanism contained
_in Mr. Thompsoﬁ § plan; tQne'of the”
. hallmarks of this:school*is. wﬂgive
£, sidenty chofce RIS R BRE T saldy,
" “That includes being able1o make &,
tzzoice about: what 1o wear’
Butuptown 4t P S 2h6on .?iesz
] 1591:; Stmz admimszrazompmm
I plid  even some . smdems gave k-
furms 8 farmbre: ringing endarse«
ment b
‘Like

) dozens omer schools

arouzzd the city} ‘that, a.lready have
® umfcrm policies “P5.:200 ‘does niot
- "vegquire their use. But nearly 3'in 4
students choose o -wear- the blue
uniform each day, in part because it
is_ their ticker1p-after-schoo! and
Samraay morning acti?izies AP

The principal, Annette Kmx, says

While Mr. Thompson did not rule - |
. out applying the policy to older stu-

dents in the Iuture, he sald he'was-

_beginning with younger pupiis be-

cause he suspected that they woild
be less Hkely to offer resistance.

The conversations New.York
yesterday, reflected those in many )
other places. School systems i six

" gities — anmgharn, Ala.; Chicaga
' _Dayton, Ohio: Gaklane, Calif San -}

iy

Antenio, Tex,, and Long Beach, Calf,,
- have instituted mandatory uni-
form pelicies in the elementary
grades in recent years, according to

" the Council of Great City Schools, an - _
erganization of urban districts. And’

35 others, inchuding Miami and
Cleveland; have voluatary policies,
While thers has been no defiaitive
research linking uniforms to im-
proved achievement, -gvidence .in

she believes thai the policy helped
the school pull itself off the state’s
. list of failing schools last year.

of a Tyearold, second-grader, -sabd
- fulldime uniforfng-would save-her
: family severai hundred éﬁiiaz‘s &.
yeaz* S

. {Most of z?ze ck;z?zes kids asi: for-
are name’ Brand " Calvia- Klein,
y Tommy ‘Hiifiger,” she said. “And
" name~brand clothes are more expen-
Sive r

(.,l;c Netw ok Times
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And Martha Serrano, the mother '
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A2d Oval Ofﬁce Gatekeeper
Is to Testify in Lewinsky Case

By MICHAEL JANOFSKY

WASHINGTON, Feb. 14 - A 58¢-
ond woman who has . long been a
ciose aide to President Clinton has
heen subpoenaed 1o testify befors the
Federal grand jury investigating the
rejationship between her boss and a
former White House intern, Monica
5. Lewinsky.

The woman, Nancy V. Hernreich,

51, one of Mr. Clinton’s most trusied
and immgest.serving aides, was his
appointments secretary when he was
Governor of Arkansas and new
serves in a dual role as deputy assist-
ant to the Prevident and director of
Qval Office operations. She siis be-
side Mr. Clinton's secretary, Betty
Currie, in a strall office adjoining the

Oval Office and plays a major role in.

developing the President's daily
schedule and helpiig bim stick 1o it

Cne of her White House colleagues .

described her today as z *‘no-non-
sense manager who makes the trains
run on time,”

AS the last line of defense intn the

Oval Office, Ms. Hernreich often me- -
diates between forces competing fer .

the President's time.-
She ang Mrs, Currie, whe testified

before the grand jury two weeks ago,

are often describex] as “‘gatekesp.
ers” tor Mr. Clinton. But Mrs, Currie

performs more fraditional secretari-

al duties, while Ms. Hernreich, who
recommended Mrs. Currie fm‘ the

"job, functions more as an adminiz.

trater.

The New York Tsn’zﬁs reported last
week that Mrs. Currie had told inves-
tigators thar the President and Ms,
iewinsky were sometimes alone fo-
gether in the Oval Office. Mrs. Curvis
alse sald, according 1o lawyers fa-
miliar with her account, that she had
retrieved a box of gifts to Ms, Lewin-
sky fram Mr, Clinton, ncluding a
dress, a hat pin and a brooch.

The date of Ms. Hernreich's ap*:

pearance has not been $et, but it will
not be her first at a legal proceeding
while working for Mr. Clinton, In &

David Scult for The New ¥
Nancy V. Hernreich tz:stxfymg be-
fore the Senate in 1996."

Federal trial 18 months ago in'Little
Rmit, Ark, progecutors caiiezi her 1o
testify aga.iasz two bankers accused
of concealing cash from Mr. Clin
ton's 1980 campaign for. governor

Kenneth Starr and His Watergat;e Star

'ﬁzzzzses attacié has accused Mr,

By WILLIAM GI.&BERS{}N

WASHINGTORN, Feb, 10 = If there
have not, been- enough reminders of
Watergate lately, Kénneth W. Starr,
-the independent counsel, brzxxght an-
gther one with him [0 cwrt thiz
mcrnmg )

Mr. Barr's campanmn at the
courthouse was Samue! Dash, a hero
to pursuers of a different President,
Richard M. Nigon. Uf Mr. Dask’s
presence alongside the embattled in-
dependent counsel waz intended . as
.an act of poiitical symbelism, it was
at least a8 blunt as any father<algh-
ter picture from the White House.

Mr. Dash, 2 Democrat whe is now
72, was the chisf counsel'to the Sen-
ate Watergate Committee a quarter-
century age and, becanse of felevi-
sion coverage of those hearings,
_ samething of a Government integrity

celebrity. Critics of Mr. Starr, have

suggested that e associates himsei!
with Mr. Dash to cloak himself in the -

credibiiity of the Watergate inquiry,

Today, ¥Mr. Dash looked oider and

balder than the iast titme he'was on

the national stage. But he still iwize& " those iakmg ‘part-

Sémuel Dashis

advising the. "
independent -~
counsel on ethics.

_enough iz}ce the man in heavily

framed glasses who used to whisper
in the ear of the legendary chairman

“of the Watergate Committee, Sena-
tor Sam J. Ervin Jr., to make avisuai

point for Mr. Starr
For students of Whitewater, Mr
Pash's appearance was not szzrprm—

ing. Since 1894, Mr. Dash has been a .

pari-time ethics adviser to Mr. Stary,

rendering opinions on zhe many as-.
jsaults on-Mr. Starr's fairness’

" $ince he has always seemed o,
Starr of .accusations | .
against him, Mr. Dash has some-
times been ridiculed by Mr. Clinten’s -

elear Mr,

supporters. James Carville, one of
in the White

BN - : “’“‘“‘“““M,.““‘“““*:”‘
Elhe New Pork Times

VEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 11;‘1993

.. ,vesugatm ( ox: '= '
. " that. Mr. Daszz m the “&i:w: E: ;3
’ﬁwnan of ezhies counselors. ﬁei;

and’ iaandering the mney o
»HM%N‘\

Dash f brmgmg & Mad magazim

dogsn’t worry.about anything.”, ... 3
Mr. Dash, a onetimé ?hi!adelphia;r
district’ &twmey Who has been a:law,
professor at Georgemwn University
Law Center for. more than 30 years: 5
has sometimes a;;peared mcnm:tam» 3
able as an ally of Mr. Starr, oy
But, particularly when Mr.. Star." Y
has beer under attack, Mr, Dash hasy
defended him. In an intérview two
weeks ago he dismissed eritics whe'
_said Mr. Starrwasbemgtoo qggmsw
. sive in pursuing the accusafions. in-r
volving Menica & 3Lewmsky IR
- “He's' very rule-of-law a:‘iamed ""J

.Mr."Dash said:ol Mr Starz #RofV
‘Washington lawyers, that was. tarah

mount to: he's & Uy who can «b&f‘
f.mstﬁ'& 3 ]
It was-.not. just ‘what" was said
though. 1t was who was saying it and>
about whom «the famous forener Wa-t
tergate counsel about the. besmgeéf

Whitewater independent counsel. - ¢

H
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Endorsemem wears we]l wrth many but not all

Byz:vennshelly first year slone saw 32%
&nd Karen Thomay fewer suspengions and

Uﬁ& TODAY 51% fewer fights,
, “We have no other way
President (:linmu 16 explain the preity dfs-
. eaught more than & few yratie improvement” ofh-
folxs by surprise Tuesday . er Ui the uniforms, Van
night with & plug for Per Laan says (Parens
schook unfforms. - - still bave ihe right 1o opl
His concern: student out of the requirement,
© sefety, “If it means teen- bman!yscﬁbavesomr)

. agers will stop killing {
1 each other over designer . JOAR
.. Jackets” Ciinton i In
f ihe State of the Union
. talk, “then our public .

The ' Oakland- Cail)
schools put a, simifar re-
quirement in place iast
fali.&ndieadersiaﬁads
County, Fla., and Charles

* schoold should be able to | ton, 8.C., also allowed
. " require students 1o wear their schogls g decide in-
: school uniforms.” dlvidually if snliorms
i Pubiic schocly are do- | were right for them,
T ing just that tn growing - . 54l oot everyone fo-
. aumbers gs they izytocut vors a eniform appmzx
. tlothing competithon-and | Carcte Keanedy, presi-
", fights, save parents bucks: dent-eiect, the Natlonal

-gnd. create an simo.

when more aitened o |
than jabels, .

', But. gre the nation’s

kidsmaay‘ W swrender

Association of Elemen-
tary Schost Principals,
says uniforms arent 8%
£rucial to good behavior

: e : solycandihow i impecs
jook and baggy jans for Jearning ead involvement
khakis, white shirts and of parents i school.”
pisated skirts? : Most parents are hope-

ful: Jean Martin, g parent
in Concord, Cpdit, thinks
the Oakland programs
are “great” and seem o
be working in “resl vip
jemr sreas” But where |
daughter Melissa, 14, at- -

says
Jennifer Tyus, 16, of De- -
ﬁmn{ﬁ.‘&uegyﬁgom’t
_ have grvthing witk™
/- iothes, "We can all weay
B the same cicthes, [t
1 m’tcha&w&eper-

«Jon” tends schoot, "It wouldn't’
f Chanelle Matthews, 13, make & difference” .
s of Columbla, Md, sug . But b!{icfkam Laverty,
g . -an Auburn, Maine, per- -
; part of the week, - gnt, foela “ldds bring thelr
YA would change their atti. ‘g personality o s¢hootl.
" tude,” she snps . don't knnow how a uni-
" X some kids wotddn't wear form will chiange that”
; * that ere Chris Pigho, Education
. priaie, like ‘I‘%tzim with . Commission of the States -
g, CusS wordy” in Denver, says whan

4+« Toats drems code, Bot 'mmmmmmﬁmmmwmm wear schools do Tequire unk

4 ..~ uniforms, end Sandy mm”mwammmmmw ' formg, {t can be “5 visible'

A Marks, 15, of Tampa, sees - {sign) that schocls have
1o« = nobarm in stricter codes. - magmiaaﬁz.}nmm mmkmaerganmza&h changed, aid they're rying to

‘ . Early retorse for schools Schoel District started requir- %einfazllsm Spoiesronn  do sornething about the satery
with zmiforms fook pc&ﬁue. ing uriforms for ?ﬁ.ﬁ@i} stu- Vi Per Laan mys the  of students.”

:
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Increasing

; ‘the cycle of

bitterness

f yetz wam 10 know why black
Amevicans tend 10 show 2 It
less faith In the crirmingl justios
systen than-white Amsricans
do, especially tow that G Simp-
son 15 back in the news, just check
aus the case of Miches! Watson,

Perhaps YU I'an aCrass mig story,

on ESPN or in the Sporting News.
}d; Watsonr is o graduate student
v, but he used in be a star player
for Mot 52 Marys College, in
Emmitgburg, Ma., helping 1o lead
the small schoe! to the Northeast
Attffrence champmns}zzg iast year,

y, Watson  is black, This was

HrE TRy RIRE Gan) Fébent
iy« ’E‘ha’ changed o the Wednesday
befare Thanksgiving, when he sl
iy the state courthouss in Freder
fein, M, outside Washington, waite
ing fﬁr},dstlce

"OUn sl were three white men

chapged with sssauiting Mr. Watsen
and committing 5 “hate crime”
againgt im in a conveniencs stare
in rural Thurmont, Md.

Mr Watsen stopped at the stam‘ .

Inte one night in Gotober, 184, with
his girifriend. According o Mrn
Watson, one of the men picked a
fight, shouting, “You don't belong
here. This ig Kian countey™ Mr.
Wattzar says the man weed the Ne

;. Rian conntry? Ag it twrned out,
M. Watson had dropped inte the
vicinity of the town where the
state’s Klan leader Hved. Hours
pefore the incident in Tharmont. a
buslead of robed Klansmen
marched 16 the state house in
Annapolis. Surrcunded and, it is
wurth noting, vastly outnimbered
by unti-Kiesn protezsers, the Klans.
mien shouted “White poveertOne
carried a picture of Martin Luther
King, Jr, in 2 bull's-eye with the

words “Ou‘- Diream Corw Teue”

The three defendants declined
to testify, bt through their sttor-
heys they denied they started the

ht, A black lawyer hired by one

of e deferdanrs claimed i coury

ggag Mr. Watson ?.ad pm*oked the
1)

. Haw! Appamnz}y bécause Mr.

Warsor did not turn and lpave when

————

@@c maermwnm |

* TUES&A?, JANUARY 30, 1996

.. .
e *

-

the white man badgered kim. Never
mingd Mr Watson’s right,ic shap
without being hasshed,

But the
dent, Mr.
piece of evidence on his side. The

assault was captured an the store’s

- smeurify camera. The videstape had
- o sound, but, a5 viewers of ESPN,

the cable Sp-am chanwe] that ey
picked up the story, would see, it
shows quite clearly the whits man
shouting 8t Mz Watson. Then the
two other white men join their
friend to hurl Mr Watson o the
counter snd punch him while Mr
Watson b{ziésaplzx;s hands to cover
ks facs,

But, despite that evidence, the
all-white jury decided afier two
hoors of deliberaton to find the
three not guilly on 8l charges,

When 1 talked ¢ Mr Waison
later, he said he was stillstunped by
the verdict, Afler the verdict wos
read, he said, he sat stlently in the

epuriraom for several minutes

unable to believe his ears, while
the freed defendants eetabrated.
The O.J. Simpson verdict, band-
ad down 1688 then Iwo months aas-
Her, upset g 10t of people. Many
thonght 4 mostly black hury had let
4 black pmn go free because of hig

rosecutors were Corfi- ;
tson hagd g impressive

-

'
. & pmm——
et

race. Many critics of the Simpson
verdict zompared it, rightly or
wmngi& 1 the way all-white juries
irs the South freed wiuies who had
Iynchest Blacks, The Watsen case
reminds us that affronis 10 justice
by all-white juriss areunt athing of
the past.

Injories ‘from the incidesnt
benched Mr. Walson for seversal
weeks of therapy during his last
playing seasen. More then 2 vear
after being thrown againgt the cons
venience store counter, he still has

stffpess and pain in his badk and
set:q # afzrez)mcm, he said.

. Bul a bigger injury may have
beos suffered by bis confldenee in
“Whe synteny) All plong, Me Waisen
recatled, he had played by the yules.
e “grew up ic the worst part of -
Phiigdeinhia,” he savs, Yet, he bare
no arinosily o whites, He greated
evetyone fairly regardless of race
and that's how rmost irested Wi, he
5uid. His best friend in high schost
wis white. & high school girifriend
of whom hie st} thinis fonaly wad
white,

His attituds hus changed now he
says, He trizs not 1o be bitter about
it, bt sl he is wary snd shepyical.
“1wag a lnle naive. Wow I s avvsk-
ened becanse it has louched hame”

o A e e

¢ p——— - ‘.

118, Justice Drepartment investi-

gators recentiy annnunced By sre
!QO]%:?. into Mr Watsons case 1o 5ee
i 2335 alkeged attackers wught be
wied under féderal civii rights
charges, like the police officers whe
pear Rodney King. A decision’is

expected in a few.months. Come

parisuns behveen tite two cases are
appropriate. Videstepe figured in
eschn Yorjurors chose fo dishelieve |
the unpieasanl teuth the 2pe |
revealed and chase anothet versicn
that they found & litle more com-
foriabie.

Yet, Michael Watson has tken
the time to et the warld know he
does vt hold bitternesg it hisheart
toward ali white people.

When three residents said in &
lggor 1o the community newspaper
that “the blind ignorance of a fow
shame us 211" My Watkon replied |
inaletter of hisawn: “lexiend my
band w thert and others of go00-
will in the conununity o bnild ¢
wnified front against racind ingol-
grange!’

With that, he showesd how aobly
a spirit begten dovwn can rise again.

Clarence Page is o netonally
syndicoted colummsise.
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\ i1 commentator
B hiravely with the seven
y general categories of
national problems

addressed by President Clinton and
finished his appraisal with the sen-
teace, YWhy on earth does the
leader of the [ree world have to

goncern himsel? with school uni-

forms?

. Well now, there are those who
found. that the mogt novel and
potentially the most resonant sen-
tence in.the prasident’s address,

Flash ahead 1€ years, close your-

eyes and answer ihe question;

“{Mhiat was the highlight of Presi..

dent Clinton's State of the Union
speech in 19967 Right, the answer
will be: Oh, that's the speech in

- which Be came out for schoal uni- -
* forms.

To sy that was the “hzghiﬁ " af
the speech s of course-to take Hb.
erties, consigning alfelse he said o
generic political thought. The pres.
ident declared in favor of health
care, law and ordey, unity, growth
end husbandry. So doos every can-

deait |

School umfarms"

shidate running fcr-;}z‘esidem. It was

the schoob-nniform bit that canght.
the atrention of the unwary, who .

asked frst: What does Mr. Clinten
know gbout sehool uniforms? And
second: [How is jt that he intuits
their importance?

Nt long ago a pubtic school

teacher in New York Oy wrote -~

tetter bristhing with authenticity to

- ‘The Wall Street Journal, relating

that the foremost problam in the
city’s schools wis diseipline. in the
absenue of if, she complained, prac-
tically nothing eise is possible. . |

What has been calied the "huac:k»

T ersiceerage” is operative here. Just
as one terraristcan dictate the move- |

ments of a jek carvying 500 passen-

» grers, 5o ong unraly sludent can, for

&s long as he Is able 6 keep it up,
affect the chimate of & scholroom,
in the inte 19605, ong senior at

. Harvard appesred at the office of

the prasident hours before the CotTe
mencement ceremeny. demanding
tit he be scheduled as a speaker,
I not, be informed the stunned
president, the ceremony would not
proceed, A half-dozen noisy pros
testers; even in an assembly of
2,000, can make solemn proces-
sions impossible; #s also studious
classrmi’ﬂs.. .

* The head of Cardinul Hayes High

Sehoolin New York made a point of

it sorme years ago. That scheol, for
mally a parochial schoo aithngh
many of #s stsdents are of other
faiths, B8 percent of them minori-
ties, has arvesting acodemyic altain-
ments: 83 percent of its graduates
o on 1o college, compared with
fess than 15 pereent il comparable
public sehools made up of ident
cally endowed students,

It is very importan, the prmc.- o

pal told dis visior, 10 insist ob 2

sz:hm] umi"cmz,
Wi, one naturaily wondert.d?
Because, he said, the symbol

The maintendnce of -

order, the minor

-conformity that i issues

from the wearing ()f
identical uniforms, is
always a latent
problem because the

- schools deal with boys

and girls who are going
through their unruly

periodin li fe

irrmifiates several things. The first
is that the student is amomberof a

vegidated commuenity, When vou
are in uniform, vour dress bespesks

,hieprarchy, The symbol is very

important. At Cardingt Hayes, the
students are simply notexpected to

be late in arriving at schonl, and.

punctuality is sceepted as apartof
the system — rejated, in a way, o
the reguirement that the studentg
wear their simple gray jackets and
panis, ashirt and a tie. O the ques-
tion of diserder in the classroom, it

is as simple as that Ysere is no dig- -

ordeyp in the clagsiooms. |
Defenders of the antinvwmian

hehaviar of 35 many public-school

studénits confide to you that the rea-

so for the success of the parachial

schoels is mat they simply expel
anyone who iy in any way nongon-
formist. But such defenders of
chans run into siatistics: 2 percent

of the students at Cardinal Hayes .

are expetled,

The maintenance of ovder, 1h<«:
minor confoymity that kssues frem
the wearing of identicg! uniforms,
iw atways @ latent problem because
the schoods deal with boys and girls

wha are gaing through their unraly
period in e, The sociologist whe
some time ago remarked that a sin-
gle broken and unrepaired window
is an invitation to cory sham-
bles.gave us all an epiphany. Of
course it is true, we realizet

" Student unruliness is met in 4if
ferent seasons i different ways. At
Eton in e 18305, the students ont-
numbered faculty by about 100-to-
1, and the notorious Docter Keate
attempted to spive his problem by
fieggmg a ‘dozen students every

We shrink frum discipline
enforced by such measures, but
ought to welcome civilized sub-
stitutes, The school uniform’is
the beginning of wisdom in this
field, and we say hurrah to the
president for coming upon that
ingight..
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