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MEMORANDUM FOR LECN PANETTA

EVELYN LIEBERMAN

FROM: MICHAEL . WALDMAN
BRUCE REED
SUBJECT: TERM LIMITS

Previous presidential statements

* During the 1982 campaign, the President said that he
sympathized with the impulse for ferm limits, but opposed
them because, among other reasons, they discriminated
against smaller states ., . ., and said that we needed to do
gampaign finance reform and lebkby reform instead.

* since, he has rarely spoken directly on term limits.
However, the Justice Depariment brief opposed the state term
limit laws without a Constitutional amendment.

The President has two options in response to the Court's
decision, ;

v Continued opposition to term limits.

* Suggesting that he would accept a constitutional amendment
giving states the opticn to impose term limits -~ so long as
Congress acts immediately to enact reforms that require a
simple vote of Congress -~ e,g., lobby reform, canmpaign
reform.



anna Huffington

¢ Jarnes Carville a moment of
political epiphany. It came on
Monday night when he t0ld Tim
Russert on CNBC that he would be
defighted to pay Newt Gingrich's
pres:dential filing fee. “The coun-
try,” he went an, Ydaesn’t trust bim.

the country doesn't wani o gain me
direction he wants 1o take them.”

I the meagiime, the day i:efore.
on Meet the Prass, Bill Safire had
told Tim Russert that the Republi-
can the White House fears most is
Pete Wilsor of California. Transia- -
s M Gingrich scares the hving
daylighis out of the White House,
while they feel confident they can
cream Mr. Wilsen., -

James Carvilie and the White
Hause oreante something thal
.~ Republicans fail tograsp. And they

nad betier grasp it before theyTe
straried with 2 Republican nomi-
nee whose vision daes nat mach
the nour.
As g mtion we face one of thase
defining momenis io which we are
' asied 10 choose between nwe dis-
tinet visions of Americs’s fture. As
in 1238, we sre o house divided, and
1996 s not going o be just 8:}322282‘
presidential election. 1t will decide
. which wision will prevail. Are we
ing 10 complete the revolution
that will transier power — and
responsibility for the less fovtunate
- fram %&z&hmgm 1o individuals
and communities, o7 are we going
@ hzdl, hesitate, sStumble snd com-
Promse, ziaiermz!zeé 10 re-ipvent
© guvermment but oonpinuing iy agt as
if all solunions revnive sround 1#?
*1 dp not expect the house 1o fall”
Abroham Lincoln spid, "hut 1 4o

Ariornn Huffington 8 9 senior
feifow a1 the Progressand Freedom
Founderion ond chairs iig Center for
£factive Compaasion,

i ’I‘!w Jodtowing is g Memorandum
10 Republicen Lecders from the
f Project for the Republicon Future
whose |rman is Wiliiam Kristol:
twas refeused today -

nis week's dramatic Supreme
Cesrt devision denying the
people of the several states

the right (o limit their federal offi-
~als’ terms presems both o major
challenge and o grand cr;)g:&rmmly

' for the Republican party. The chal.
lemge is for Republicans, whe have
said they suppoct term tmils, 10
prove they mean it mapwnum
ty i5 to move, visibly and decisive-
Iy, to vindicate citizens' rights to
Hmit wermy if and as they choose.
Since the Court has spo'ken, the
effart shauld take thig form: Con-
gressional passage of a consting-
tional mmendmem permitting indi-

term limits on federul afﬂces their
gitizens prefer.
TRepublicans on the Hill have
couragmusly taken on a huge array
of interest gnups on behiadf of &
hudget that begins to restore power
1 the peopls. Gne might expect
therm to embrace with evern grealer
enthivsiasm the vastly oeore: popular
task of restoring to the people the'
« power 16 Hmit wwrms, But the
Republican responss to the Coets
decision has been surprisingly
mmuted and fatalistic, The most
irpressive reaction so far has comne
from & Democrat, three-serm Bep,
Ray Thartton of Arkansas, win
‘nounced he would step down at
the end of the surrent session: “The
ple of Arkaisses have said term
mts are desired, and | will honor
that” Would that more Rupublicans

The country doesn't Hke hiny. And

vidual staes 0 impose whatever .

wore spesking i this spiest - com-
mitted o honoring the rossonable
wighes of tie Awerican people, and
to defending those wisheuagainst s

expect it will cease to be divided. It
wiil become all one thing, orail the
other” One cannot read that phrase
without being siruck by the simi-
Iarities betwesn Lincoln’s arpe aed
our own, and the starkness of the
choice before us. Ong world view
wil prevail; the other will {ail They
cannot, for much bagey, co.entist

As New! Gingrich remarkesd in

" his Rrat speech whild hoiding e

Spenker’s gavel: "How can any
American read abeui an 1i-year
old buried wilh his (eddy bhear
because he kifled n 1avear i, and
then another Ld-yearatd kitled i,
oad not have soms sense of, My
God, where has this country geae?
How can we not decide inat this i8
& moval crisis equal to segregation,
equal to siavery, and Bow cast we not
insist that e'zery day wa take steps
to do something

Mr Gmgricb may have béen
taixing more about balanced bud-
gets and the Medicare wust fund

recently than aboul American civ-

ization and the depth of the morsl
¢rigis confroniing us, but the rea-
son for Mr. Carville's bir of disin-
formation is thar ke knows par-
feetly well that Mr Gingrich can
paint vivid pictures bothef the ¢ri-
sis and of what life will jook Iike
afier the revolution. And Peie Wil
s67 cannot.

Mr. Wilson is the Michsael
Dukakis of the Re;m?}kcan Party

1t's all about competence. His pres- ﬁ- ﬁ]{;ﬁf]iiiﬁfﬂﬁ ﬁimw

ientisl ambitions rest, apparently,
on hiscenvicton thar i s he most
compelent man for the job. Rut vot-
€rs did not hand both the House and
the Senate over 1o the Republicans
this past falf because they thought
they were simply more competent
thun their DemoCratic opponants.
The electora] shift toward Republi-
cans i8 part of 8 fundamental
change in the country's beliefs
sbout the role of the feders] gov-
ernment in 4ur lives.

House fear of Gingrich

And thatrs why, In wruth, the
White Houge would love nuthig
Wettisr than to run ageings Mr. Wil
son. If history has taught us any.
thing, it is that in the batt: between
thaie with an vigion and those who
can fake it those whamfaim:mn
every time.

Bepubiicans whe cargor walt (o
send Bill CHagen back o Arkanias
in 1894 should wemble at the
prospect of g Clinvon-Wilson debaig
and relish the praspect of a Climton.
{Gingrich matcheup, Mr QHnan
xaows tiow i use the rhewric of
carnpassion and communily: how io
hug, 1o well up, 1o biw bislower lip,
te feel onr patn. Lats face to His
performance s acandida will be
dazzling enough to ebiiterate - if
arfly for g few weeks - memrics
of his performance &8 president

Last weekend, the praacher pres-

“FRIDAY, MAY 26, 1995 &

ident mounted the bully pulpit aea
Lommunitarian conference in
Washington and spoke of "whis it
wiiid Take o build not gnly goeod
character, but goad <itizanship
from people individunily and iy
groups.” Mr. Giagrich caa more
than maich the rheteric of comwmu-
rity and responsibility, but nnhke
M Clinlon, he knows that federal

After atl, it seems ciear in retro-
spect thit the grassroots term Lim-
its movement that began in the late

* 1980% wes a harbinger of tday's

brogsder effort to re-Jimit govern-
ment - and of the Republican
ascenidancy dedicated to this task.
Many cisizens instinctively grasped
that term: Hmits were key to unloek-

ism. Republicans can meet that
chalienge by seelting to reverse the *
Court's setion - and they can use
such an effort ¢ build even more
support not only for re-limiting
terms bur for. m-iimiting govern-
ment.

They can do lhls because the
Court decision allows the Republi-
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ground that every American polif-

igal party wishes poccupy: Repub. |

licsns can move to vindicaie the
zighmfz}wmiemmmw
govern themselves. Langusge for

mrrrmin m Fomrfoomnllnrrr Fionemsws Fo o o

programs aee agt she way o buill
good citizans,

Ten doys age an C-5PAN, Bill
Bennett became the first Republz»
can leader i say what many Repab.
Hoans have been thinking: “The
debate is engaged abready betwesn
Bil Clinton and Newt Gingrich,
telr differing viclons az re the
futarn of thiis sountry” In an elees
pan that will be abowt i”eas and val
yes, not lust about policy, the stan-
dard-beareraf the party nesds tobe
nE A lﬁgzsiazzm mechanic eragom-
petmet adbsinistraor but o lender
whin embisdios the party’s vision
#nd can compiete the hardest part
of the revolution,

Increasinghy, in speech after
speech Mr Gangrich hasbeen alie
ing aboul volunteers wirning Hves
around oud rebuliding commund.
ties, shont privaw sapiod supplving
the reeds of sclrool and sudenis
fef: behind, about ae pwakening of
American compassion that 60 one
can legisiate and only 3 tay hand-
ful can inspire, )

Ardifven hegr Jures Carvilleor
Edeanar Gt or Petor Jumings say
that Newt Gingrich e o flmsh his
inb azspeskern Wk R us & Sore Hpn
thathe does oot He has amore than
warthy suscessor Dok Arsewy bag
done & masterfyl job a3 muglerity
jeader ond woulhd mske o superts
speaker in bis own right,

“Men must endure thelr going
tmnde, oven 48 fhelr comiing bither
ripeness Is all”® Shakespesre
warned us. Thanks o James
- Carville, U'mn now sure 1hat the ime
is ripe for the governor to
amz}zmce, 4% soon as ks voloe
returns, thal e will sray hume and
govern the Golden State, which
needs ithe fifl atention ke promtsed
the 4,781,766 prople who vated for
im; acd for the speaker o go o
New Hampshire, see o moose or
twe and degin o spesk 10 o party
and a country ready to respand tg
aailtoastion, ifthe trumpel sound
is clear. And By all mesns, Mr
Speaker, take up James Carville on
s oﬂ'er 6 pay Your presidential fil-.
ing Ei‘:

Time for a fresh approach to term limits

been: drafted hy Rep. Mark San-
ford (R-3C1L 1 hasthe advanmge of
principle: Republicans believe in
federalism, after #)l. And it has
uther advamages ng well, It side-
steps the bitter fighs over whether
six or twelve years arg the right
notonal Bmit {though pubhe opit-
ion would probably produce res-
gorably uniform - snd short -
vongressional terms). And such an
amendment hag nos yet been can-
sidered i 1he current session.

which will permit a lresh and
fucused debate on the cors issae of
popular sovereignty. Why not bring
the Sanford amendment, snd s
Senate envuterpars, o a quick wie
in both bodies, and thereby demon-
strate Bepublican adherence to our
stated goals?

The previcus round of failed
ferm limi! amendments is not the
evidence of fuglity it may szem.
Citizens in 23 states have soddaniy
sad their demetratic decislons m-

| . lified by the Sdpreme Court, That

kas a way of galvanizing pubdic sene
timent. Let Republicans encourage
and sey on that seomiment, Lot
Democrats seek tg thwart it. Aad let
Democratic represeatatives from
the 73 states whase citzens had
wored 1o impose term Umhs now
voie 10 deny the restoration of that
choice o their sen consituenis
Not an easy vhie,

Qur first meme, 18 manths age,
closed with a suppestdon thal the
Ciinton healh cave propessl could
be opposed sutright, and that such
appositien could produce “the
resurgence of & newly bold and
principled Republican palitics” We
would suggest today that strong and
persistent Republican sdvocacy of
term Hmits san help turn this

-

“resurgence” imte & laming Repub-

fican realignment, one tha re-litm-
its government and restores classic
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PAUL CRAIG ROBERTS

Stiﬂ I
n a 5-4 decision, the Supreme
Court.sided with elites who
are opposed lo democricy
and struck down federal
tertn limits in 23 states.
The issue was framed
such that it turned on the Consttu-
tions Qualifications Clauses that

specify the age, citizenship and res-
idency requirements for standing

-

" for Congress. Whereas the qualifi--

cations for holding office are clear,
they say nothing about the number
of terms a person can serve, If the
Constitution actually spoke on this
issue, Justice Stevens would not
have had to write 61 tortured pages
pretending that it did.

Justice Clarence Thomas got the

" letter of the legal argument, such as

it was, in his dissent. “The Consti-
tution is simply silent on the ques-
tion,” Justice Thomas noted. “And
where the Consttution is silent, it
raises no bar to action by the States
or the people.”

What is disturbing about the
Supreme Court decision is .that
arcane legal interpretation based
on an expansive reading of the
Qualifications Clauses has pre-
vailed over massive popular action.
Five justices have stifled the popu-
lar will. It is one thing for the
Supreme Court to strike down a
statute, but in 21 of the 23 states, the
federal term limits resulted from
ballot initiatives that won by large
margins averaging 65 percent of
the vote.

Ballot initiatives represent
democracy at its best. They provide
citizens the opportunity to decide
issues independent of the influence
on legislatures of organized special
interests. Statutes oflen are not the
“work of a deliberative body of the

people’s representatives, but the

popular will to the limit?

outcome of campaign contributions

from powerful interest groups.
The term limits movement is the
result of a citizens' movement to
reclaim self-rule from vested inter-
ests and incumbency. Government
has ceased to he accountable. Over
the past 40 years or longer, con-
gressional oversight has failed to
hold bureaucrats aud jurists to the
meaning of statutes. Bureaucrats
and polilical appoiniees have used -
regulatory interprelation to run

away with the law, and judges have
used court decisions to stand
statutes on their head.

A perfect example is the 1964
Civil Rights Act. The Act specifi-
cally defines discrimination as an
intentional act and clearly prohibits
racial quotas. Yet, in the hands of
bureaucrats and judges, it has heen
turned into its opposite. What was
inlended to he an act of liberation
has become an act of oppression. In
California. pevole are resorting

again to a referendum, the Civil
Rights Iniliative, to take back the
law. _

Another example is the wetlands
regulations, which lack statutory
basis, bul are used to deprive peo-
ple of the use of their property and
even to imprison them for using
their property in time- honored
ways.

A 5-4 decision is tog narrow to
strike down the popular will in 23
states. Even in last November's

earthsha}uug election that resulied
in Republican control of Congress
for the firsl Lime in four decades, 90
percent of the ircumbents in the
House were re-elecled. Half of the
losers had been in office only one
term and were without the accu-
mulated strength of incumbency.
Of 26 Senate incumbents seeking
re-eleclion, only two were defeated,
and one of them had been elected in
a special election and served only
a few years.

It is gratuitous for a mere five jus-
tices to elevaie their opinions high-
er than the popular will demanding
a return to accountable govern:
ment. The arrogance of the
Supreme Court is turning the Unit-
€d States iuto a krylocracy —a soci-
ety ruled by judges.

With the Supreme Courls deci-
sion, there are only two other
avenues to term limits, One, aterm
limit ameudment from Congress,
has already failed in the new
Republican House, one of the
defeated elements in the “Contract
With America’” The otheris a Con-
stitutional Convention called by
two-thirds of the states, followed
by a complicated ratification
process, a difficult undertaking.

The court in the narrowest of
decisions has misused the Consti-
tution to stifle the people’s sover-
eignty and to frustrate their effort
1o take back their governmeni. The
ruling will spread cynicism and
anti-governmeni feelings and may
ultimately lead 1o real revolution-
ary action.

Paut Craig Roberis is o
columnist for The Washington
Times and is natfonally syndi-
cated.




