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M:lY 16~ 1997 

IlEMARKS Ill' THE I'RESIllENT 
IN APOLOGY FOR STUIlY IlONE 11>' TlJSKEGEE'·· 

The East Room 

THE PRESIDENT: L:tdic$ [Hid gcmlerncn. on Sunday. ~k Shaw will cclt:bl'atc his 
95th birthday. (Applau::;c,) I would like to recognize the otber survivors who arc her~ 
tnday and their lamHics: Mr. Charlie Pollard is hert.':, (Ap?!;.l.usc,) :-...1r. Carter Howard. 
(Appklusc.) Mr. Fred Simmons. (Applause.) Mr. Simmons just to\.1K his th'st airplane 
ride. and he reckons he's atx1ur 110 years old. so I think it's lime for him to take a 
ch.mce or two. (Laughter.) I'm glad he did. And MT. Frederick ivloss, thank YOtL sir. 
(Applaust~.) 

1 would also like to ask three family 1'~pn:$ent3tives who arc here·~ Sam Doner is 
represenwd by his daughter. G\\'cndolyn Cox. Thank you, Gwendolyn. (Applause,) 
Ernest 1·!l.!ndon, Will) is watching in Tuskegee, is representee by );ls brothel'. Nurth 
Hem.i.lIl, Thank yOll, sir, for hcing here. (A9plause.) And G....:nrg....: Kt:y:s n.:pn.:s..:nh.:d 
hy hi~ grandson. Christopher Monro.:. Thank YOll. Chr:s, {Applallse,) 

I also a...:knowlcdge the nunilies. cummunity.leaders. teac!;.tTS :md Slt;d .... ms \.\~ul'.hing 
today by 3i1tdlitc from Tt;skl.:gct:, The White HOllSl' is thl' pl'opk:'s hOllS";: Wi.' urc g:clt: 
to have all of you here today. I thank Dr. Dovid SJtcher for his role in this. Illlank 
Congn.:sswolllall Waters and Congressman HilliJrd. Coogn.:%tmm Stohs. the entire 
Congressional Black Caucus. Or, Satcher. members of the Cnbinet who arc here, 
Sl.:erctary Herman. Secretary SlJ.ter, :ncmbers of tilt: Cihinct whl) arc It!.!re, ~I,x;rctary 
Hermnn. Secretllry Sillier. A great friend of freedom. Fred Gr<.:y. thank you [;.)]" ligbting 
this long battle all these long years. ' 

The ci!Jht m\!n who are survivors of the syphilis study at Tu.skcgl.'\; arc a living !ink to a 
time not so vc:r:' long ago that many Americans would prefer nut (v ren1(.:mbcr. but we 
uare not 1orget. It was a time when our nation faited to live up !O liS ideals. \\"hen our 
nation broke thl.: trust with our people lhat is the very foundation of our democracy. It 
is not only in remembering that shmm:ful past lhat wc cnD make a:n:.:nus ~lllU repair our 



nation, but il is in r;.:membcl'lng that pa:::t that we can build It bl.!tler p;'c'i.:al and a bcu;;r 
!Lturc, And without n:mcmbcring it, we cannot makr .tmrnd.s ,md we e~mllot go 
forward. . 

So today Amenca docs rcmcllibc!' the hundreds of !ncn uscd In rcscarch ,,\o'it!lOut tlwir 
h:no\\'l~'dg\: and COL1St;!1L \Vc n'::11cmb':f thel,) mid their J~lmily m...:mhcrs, 0,'1.:1l who werc 
poor (ll1d !\frican Amcri.::m, \\'ithullt rC!>Ol),CCS and w:tl: l~w aitcrn:ltlv..cs, Ihey hdieved 
they had jlwnd hopc whtm the)' were !)Ili.:red free n:edical cart' hy lilt' Unilcd :-;tatcs 
Public Health St'l'vil.!c. Th!.!)' were betraYl'd. 

i\1l'dkal pcople ,Ire Sllpp()sed to bdp wlwl1 \ve need c.m:. hut cvcn I1J1CC a t:urc w:l:s' 
U:;;c\)vcred. they wen.! denied hdp, and they wcre lied to by Iheir £ovcfnmellt. OCI' 
govcr:ul1cn: is s:lpposed W protect th;: rights of its citizens: th(.;ir righ1s \\'l::r(.; trampled 
up~)n, Forty years, hunurt:Js ofmcn betrayed. along with tht:ir wjves and children, 
alone with the communitv in Macon Count\" Alabama, thl." Cii\' of Tuskt,!l!ct,!, the rim:'" ' . .­
univt:rsit), thcfe. and the larger African American community. 

Till..' U!lit...:d Stat!'!':; gowrnmcllt did something that was \\Tong~· d-:~piy. prol{nmdly. 
mumlty wrong, It W.\$ an outrage to our commitment to i:1tegrity and cql;,d:!y I'm all our 
citizens, 

To lh~ survivors. [0 th~ \,,,'jves and family members. the children lind the grandchildren. I 
say what you knuw: No power on Earth can givc you h(.lek th;; Hv;:s In$!. lhe pain 
sun~n.:d, tIll.' years or im;:rnal ,{)rl1lem nnd :l:1gUlstL What was dnne c:.tn:h'! he tII'H.loIIC', 

But we call1:nd tbe silcm:t:. We can stop fuming our bl'"<lds uway. We ;;~ullook :U you 
in th~ !,.!)'!,.! and tinally say ,-m behalf of the American people, whut Ibe United SlateS 
gl)\,cnllncllt did wus shameful. and I am sorry. (Applause.) 

The AmcJ'JGI!I people me sorry -- lor the loss, for the yea~ of hun. You did nothing 
\~Tl1ng. blll you \I;crc grievously wronged. I apologiLc and J am sorry that thb npo;ogy 
has been sn long in coming. {Applause,) 

To Mac.)n County. to Tuskegee. to the doctol'S who have tlct:n wrongly associated 
with the events the!'e. you have our apology, as well, Tn (1ur African American citizens. 
1 am :lorry that Yt)llf federul government orchestrated a study ,st) clearly r'-,..dst. Th~\.t can 
DCVCf bt.· ul;owed to happen again, It is against everything oar cPUlHry "lands [I..r ~md 
\vhat We must sUind against is what it was. 

So kt us n:solve to hold forever in our hl.!arlS and minds lhe memory or a time not long 
ago in i'vla(;OI) County. Alabama, so that we ctm always scc how adrift \\'\..' t'~ln become 
wlH.:Il' Ih... righ,ts (,I' any t.:illzcns are ncgb.:tcd, ignorC'd am! helray,,'(L And kt tiS resol'\'i..' 
here ,.ltld now to mow !'nrwnrd toge~hcr. 

The legm:y of the study at Tuskegee has reached far illld deep. in \vay's thUl 11m! our 



progrc5S and ,divide our nation. W-.: ;'::!Jnnot be one Allll't'Il:;\ \\'11-:n :\ who!..: !i.:gllliJnt llr 

our natioll has no InISI in !~mcrica, ,.\1; apD]ogy is the Erst st-:p. and Wt: takt: it with a 
cOl1llnitnwnt to rebuild that broken trU$!. We can begin by making slIre tbere is IlC\'er 
agttin another episode like this one. We nct'<.! 10 do more to cnsure that m-:dical 
rcscaJ'l'h practices are sound m:d cthical. and that resean:bcrs work Il1llfC r:l(lsdy with 
c{lm:nunillcs. 

. Tollny I \\'(,uld like 10 ;.mnonnce.!icycnd !ill!pS ,{) help U~ ;1I.:hic\·e tIH:~L' go:!!s. Fi~t, we 
will help to build that lasting memorial at Tuskeg<;!c. (Applause,) TIll.! sdUll11 founded by 
Bo(,kcr T. Washingwu. distinguished by the renQwm:d scicmis[ (i~orge Washington 
C:u'vl.!r and so mlllly oth-:rs who advanced lhe heahh and wl.·lI-b(:lIlg of AIl'ic:m 
Allleri..:al:s and all Americans. is a lilting site. The Dc:pafl:n,:nt ur Ile:dllt ;l,ld HUdWIl ' 

Services \\'iU award a pl'lIming grant so the school cnn pursue I.'st~!bli:-:;lil:g ,\ Len!:.,!!, ,'e\;' 
billLthics ill research and hcnlth can:. Thl.' Cl.'nter will sen'..: as <l museum of th:: study 
<ind supr.ort eftorts to tlddress its legacy <ind strengthen bioelhks training. 

Sceol:d. we coml11i: [0 incrcase <lllr Lnmmunily iovol\'\,.'llH.·nt:on that we may h-:~il1 
n.:slcr;ng 1.;:'1 tr~15i. The study at Tuskegee served to S,)\\, di:ilrustyf lldf !:H.x:kal 
ins:ill~tinns. ;,!spcciaEy where research is involved. Since the study \\,m; halted. abt:s..:s' 

have heen chl.'cked by making intormed consent and local t'edc\\' mandawl'Y in 
tt:derally-hmded and m:mdated rcscarch. 

Still. 25 )'.:'ars b;c~·. n:any ll1cdic.:tl.sl11dics havc linle f\il'lc<H) Am-:rk.m P:\r!lclpJtl,m and 

Ali'iGtn American Llrgan donors arc iew. This impcdL's emJfl:- 10 conduct pronusing 
rescan:h and 10 providc the best health care to aU our people. tnduding Ali'kan 
Aml"ricnns. So today. I'm directing the Secretary of Health and I-{tlman Scrviecs. 
Donna ShnJab. to issue a report in 1:-:0 days about llm\' we c.m hcst Illvolvc communities, 

-:sp::-:ially minority cllnum:.nitics. in n!:l ....arch and health care. You nm!)! ~~ ;..;\,<;r1' Amerkan 
group lllust be involvcd til Il1l.!uicull'cst',m:h in waytrthat arc pmll\\'-:, \Vc hli\'<; plll the CUISC 

behind us: now we lUust bring the bcnclits 10 all Americans, (Applausc.) 

Third. we commit (o strengthen researchers' tfiJining 1n biocthics.. We arc cOIl$t;,mlly 
working on making breakthroughs in protecting the health or nur peopk' and in 
vanquishing diseasl.:s. Hut all our pt:oplc mu~;t bc ussmd rim; the:r rights and lhgl1l1Y will 
be rcspl.:ctcd as Ilt!W drugs. treatments and th~rapies ;.n-: t.....stcd <II1U uscd. So I <tin 

dirc..:ting Secretary Sbalala to work in partnership with highe!' edll~atit)j) hl prep.lft: 
training materials 1'01' medical rcscardH:rs, They will bl.: ~i\'ailablc in (I yeaL Th..:y will 
h~lp !'t:'st:al'chcrs build nn core ethical principles of rl;!'Spl;!'Cl J(.lr individuals. jllstic\' and 
in!'on:H.:d cunscn:. ~l11d advise them on how to use tht:sc rri:lciplcs Crfc~li\'dy i:1 div..;rsc 

pllpulat inils. 



research. wc commit to providing postgraduate fl!!lowships to truin binethicists 
especi:dly among African Americans and other minority groups. HI·IS will offer these 
ll:llo\\'ships heginning in Septemher of 1998 to promising students enrol kd in bioethics 
graduate programs. 

And. linully. by executive order 1 am also today extendirig the charier of the National 
Bioethics Advisory Commission to October of 1999. The need itlr this CIlllllllission is 
ckar. We IllUSt he able to call onlhe t!loughtful. cllllective wisdoll1 Ilt'experts and 
cOlllmunity n:prcsclllativcs tll lind ways to funiH:r strengthen ollr pm\eC\iolls ror 
subjects in human research. 

\Vi.: tl,;.;e a dtallengc in our time. S;.;ience and tedlllology arc rapidly changing ollr lin:s 
with the promise of making us much healthier. much more productive and more 
pr(lSperolls. But with these changes we must work harder to sec that as we advance 
\\"e don't kavl.! behind our conscience. No ground is gailll.!d und. indeed. mllch is lost it' 
w!.: lose our moral bearings in the name of progress. 

The peop!!.: who ran the study at Tuskegee diminished the stature of man by 
abandoning the most basic ethical precepts. They forgot their pledge to ht.:al and rt.:pair. 
Tht.:)" had lht: power 10 heal the survivors and all the others and thcy did nol. Today. all 
we can do is apologize. But you have the power. for only you -- Mr. Shaw. the othefs 
who arc hlTC. the family mcmbers \\lho afe with us in Tuskegee -- only you have the 
powcr to liJrgiVl:. Your pre.senc~ here shows us that you have cllllsl'11 a hetter path 
than your govcrllmcnt'clid so long ago. You havc not withheld the power to forgive. I 
hopc today and tomorrow every American will remember your lesson and livc by it. 

Thank you. and (,ou bless you. (Applause.) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE " 
Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release May 16, 1997 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
IN APOLOGY FOR STUDY DONE IN TUSKEGEE 

The East Room 

2:26 P.M. EDT 

THE PRESIDENT: Ladies and genttemen. on Sunday, Me 

Shaw will celebrate his 95th birthday. (Applause.} I would liKe to 

recognize th~~ other survivors who' are here today and their families: 

Mr. Charlie Pollard is here. (Applause,) Mr. Carter Howard. 

(Applause.) Mr. Fred Simmons. (Applause.) Mr. Simmons just took 

his first airplane ride, and he reckons he's about 110 years Old, so 

I think it's time for him to take a cl1ance or two. (Laughter.} I'm 


. glad he did. And Mr. Frederick Moss. thank you, sir. (Applause.) 

I would also'like to ask three family representatives 

who are here - Sam Doner is represented by his daughter, Gwendolyn 

Cox. Thank you, Gwendolyn. (Applause.) Ernest Hendon, who is 

watching in Tuskegee, is represented by his brother, North Hendon. 

Thank you, sjr, for being here. (Applause.) And George Key is 

represented by his grandson, Christopher Monroe. Thank you, Chris. 

(Applause. ) 


I alfiO acknowledge the families. communIty leaders, 
teachers and students watching today by satellite from Tuskegee. The 
VVhite House is the people's house; we are glad to have all of you 
here today. ! thank Dr. David Satcher for his role in this. I thank 
Congresswoman Waters and Congressman Hilltard, Congressman Stokes, 
the entire Congressional Black Caucus. DL Satcher, members of the 
CaOinet wh·:) a.re here, Secretary Herman, Secretary Slater, 
members of the Cabinet who are here, Secretary Herman, Secretary 
Slater. A great friend ot freedom, Fred Gray, thank you for fighting 
this long battle all these long years. 

The eight men who are survivors otlhe syphilis study at 

Tuskegee are a living link to a time not so very kmg ago that many 

Americans would prefer not to remember, but we dare not forget. It 

was a time when our nation failed to live up to its ideals, when our 

nation broke the trust with our people that is the very foundation of 

our democracy. It is not only in remembering that shameful past that 

we can make amends and repair our nation, but it is in remembering 

that past that we can build a better present and a better future. 




And without mmembering it, we cannot make amends and we cannot go 
fOlWard. 

So today America does remember the hundreds of men used 

in research without their knowledge and consent. We remember them 

and their family members. Men who were poor and African American, 

without resources and with few alternatives, they believed they had 

found hope when they were offered free medical care by the United 

States Public Health Service. They were betrayed. 


Medical people are supposed to help when we need care, 
but even once a cure was discovered, they were denied help, and they 
were lied to by their government. Our government is supposed to 
protect the rights of its citizens; their rights were trampled upon. 
Forty years, hundreds of men betrayed, along with their wives and 
children, along with the community in Macon County, Alabama, the City 

of Tuskegee, the fine university there, and the larger African 
American community. 

The United States government did something that was 
wrong -- deeply, profoundly, morally wrong. It was an outrage to our 
commitment to integrity and equality for all our citizens. 

To the survivors, to the wives and family members, the 
children and the grandchildren, I say what you know: No power on 
Earth can give you back the lives lost. the pain suffered, the years 
of internal torment and anguish. What was done cannot be undone. 
But we can end the silence. We can stop turning our heads away. We 
can look at you in the eye and finally sayan behalf of the American 
people, what the United States government did was shameful, and I am 
sorry. (Applause.) 

Th{~ American people are sorry - for the loss, for the 
years of hurt. You did nothing wrong, but you were grievously 
wronged. I apologize and I am sorry that this apology has been so 
.Iong in coming. (Applause.) 

To Macon County, to Tuskegee, to the doctors who have 
been wrongly associated with the events there, you have our apology, 
as well. To our African American citizens, I am sorry that your 
federal government orchestrated a study so clearly racist. That can 
never be allowed to happen again. It is against everything our 
country stands for and what we must stand against is what it was. 

So let us resolve to hold forever in our hearts and 
minds the memory of a time not long ago in Macon County, Alabama, so 
that we can always see how adrift we can become when the rights of 
any citizens are neglected, ignored and betrayed. And let us resolve 
here and now to move fOlWard together. 

The legacy of the study at Tuskegee has reached far and 



deep, in ways that hurt our progress and divide our nation. We 
cannot be one America when a whole segment of our nation has no trust 
in America. J\n apology is the first step, and we take it with"a 
commitment to rebuild that broken trust. We can begin by making sure 
there is neve~ again another episode Ilke this one. We need to do 
more to ensure that medical research practices are sound and ethical, 
and that researchers work more closely with communities. 

Today I would like to announce several steps to help us 
achieve these goals. First, we will help to build that tasting 
memorial at Tuskegee. (Applause.) The school founded by Booker T. 
Washington, distinguished by the renowned scientist George Washington 
Carver and so many others who advanced the health and weU~being of 
African Americans and all Americans, is a fitting site. The 
Department of Health and Human Services will award a planning grant 
so the school can pursue establishing a center for bioethics in 
research and health care. The center will serve as a museum of the 
study and support efforts to address its legacy and strengthen 
bioemics tra;ning. 

Seo:md, we commit to increase our community involvement 
so that we may begin restoting lost trust. The study at Tuskegee 
served to sew distrust of our medical institutions, especially where 
research is involved. Since the study was halted, abuses have been 
checked by making informed consent and local review mandatory in 
federa!!y~funded and mandated researctt 

Still, 25 years later, many medical studies have little 
African Ammican participation and African American organ donors are 
few, This impedes efforts to conduct promising research and to 
provide the best health care to all our people, including African 
AmericanS. So today, I'm directing the Secretary of Healttl and Human 
Services, Donna Shalala, to issue a report in 160 days about how we 

can best involve communities, espec'lally minorlty communitles, In 
research and health care. You must - every American groop must be 
involved in medical research in ways that are positive. We have put 
the curse behind us; now we must bring the benefits to all Americans. 
(Applause.) 

Third, we commit to strengthen researchers' training in 
bioettllcs. We are constantly working on making breakthroughs in 
protecting the health of our people and in vanquishing diseases. But 
all our people must be assured that their rights and dignity will be . 
respected as new drugs, treatments and therapies "are tested and used. 
So I am directing Secretary Shalele to work in partnership with 
higher education to prepare training materiafs for medical 
researchers, They will be available in a year. They wtll help 
researchers build on core ethical principles of respect for 
individuals, justice and informed consent, and advise them on how to 
use these principles effectively in diverse populations. 

Fourth, to increase and broaden our understanding of 
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ethk:al issues and cUnical research, we commit to providing 
postgraduate fellowships to train bioethicists especially among 
African Americans and other minority groups, HHS will offer these 
fellowships beginning in September of 1996 to promising students 
enrolled in bioethics graduate programs. 

And, linelly, by executive order I am also today 
extending the charter of the National Bioethics Advisory Commission 
to October of 1999. The need for this commission is clear, We must 
be able to call on the thoughtful, collective wisdom of experts and 
community representatives to find ways to further strengthen our 
protections for subjects in human research, 

We face a challenge in our time, Science and technology 
are rapidly ch~mging our lives with the promise of making us much 
healthier, much more productive and more prosperous. But with these 
changes we must work harder to see that as we advance we don't leave 
behind our conscience. No ground is gajned and, indeed, much is lost 
If we lose our moral bearings in the name of progress. 

The people who ran the study at Tuskegee diminished the 
stature of man by abandoning the most basic ethical precepts. They 
forgot their pledge to heal and repair. They had the power to heal 
the SUrvIVOrs and all the others and they did not Today, all we can 
do is apologize. But you have the power. for only you *~ Mr. Shaw, 
the others who are here, the family members who are with us in 
Tuskegee - only you have the power to forgive. Your presence here 
shows us that you have chosen a better path than your government did 
$0 long ago, You have not withheld the power to forgive. I hOpe 
today and tomorrow every American will remember your lesson and live 
by it. 

Thank you, and God bless you. (Applause.)' 

END 
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WHITE HOUSE TUSKEGEE CEREMONY 

DATE:. May 16. 1997 
LOCATION: East Room 
TIME: 1:30 p.m. 
FROM: Maria Echaveste 

Ben Johnson 

I. . PURPOSE 

You will meet with five of the remaining eight sUNivors of the Tuskegee syphilis 
experiment. recognize the injustice done to them. and issue a formal apology on 
behalf of the nation. Addttionally. you will announce steps aimed at preventing 
experiments of this type from ever happening again. 

II. BACKGROUND 

In 1932. Federal. State. and local officials, began a long-term study of untreated 
syphilis in African-American males in Macon County. Alabama. The study was 
intended to justifY a syphilis treatment program for African-Americans. Instead, it 
has become known as a case of medical research gone wrong. The project was 
scheduled to last for six months, but it continued for 40 years--even after 
penicillin became available to treat syphilis in the late 1940's. The study ended 
in 1972 when the New York Times ran a front-page story that led to a public 
outcry across the nation. 

In 1973, Attorney Fred Gray filed a lawsuit on behalf of the participants and tMeir 
Meirs seeking redress. In 1974. the case was settled for $9 million. Under the 
settlement, the U.S. Government provided Study participants and affected 
members of their families with comprehensive medical care for the rest of their 
lives. 

Since 11'74, all Federal studies using human subjects must be reviewed by 
Institutional Review Boards. In 1995, you created a National Bioethics Advisory 
Commission to review researcll regulations and procedures, and to provide all 
possible safeguards for research volunteers. Unfortunately. the Federal 
Government has never adequately expressed its responsibility in IMe Tuskegee 
Syphilis. study .. The Study continues to cast a shadow on the relationship 
between African Americans and the biomedical community. Many commentators 
believe that the government's failure to make such an acknowledgment has 
helped perpetuate feelings of widespread distrust among African-Americans 
toward health related initiatives. 
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Although you made the decision to host this ceremony several weeks ago, a 
press conference held by the survivors last month has heightened the attention 
on the event You have received letters from the Congressional Black Caucus 
and a number of nalional organizations, requesting an apology to the victims of 
the study. Additionally, there has been a media frenzy and numerous editorials 
have been written to support an apology. 

In addition to extending an apology on behalf of the nation, you will announce 
the signing of an executive order extending the charter of the National Bioethics 
Advisory Commission to Oclobsr 1999. You will also announce four additional 
steps the Department of Human Services will take to insure we learn from the 
syphilis study. Hopefully these measures will rebuild trust, and protect human 
subjects in the future. 

The Tuskegee survivors range in age from 85 years old to over 100 years old 
(see attached Bios). They left the Tuskegee area yesterday with an 
overwhelming send off from the community. A number of relatives of victims who 
are unable to attend the White House ceremony, are expected to watch via 
satellite at the Kellogg Center on the Tuskegee University campus. Acting 
Surgeon General Audrey Manley will be there to represent you. According to our 
contacts, the men and their families are some of your most loyal supporters. 
They are said to be very excited to be invited to the White House and are looking 
fOlWard to concluding this terrible ordeal. 

III. 	 PARTICIPANTS 

Pre-brief participants 

Maria Echavesle 

Kitty Higgins 

Ben Johnson 

Elizabeth Drye 

David Satcher 

Ann Lewis 
Carolyn Curiel 

Event Participants 
Survivors, Wives and Widows of Survivors, Children and Grand Children 
of Survivors 
Members of Congress 
Representatives of National Black Associations and Organizations 
Government Officials 

IV. 	 PRESS PLAN 
Open Press 



V. 	 SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

o Event briefing for YOU and THE VICE PRESIDENT in the Red Room, 

o YOU and THE VICE PRESIDENT proceed to Blue Room and greet the 
Following guests: 

Dr. David Satcher 
Congresswoman Maxine Waters 
Congressman Earl Hillard 
Congressman Louis Stokes 
Herman Shaw 
Charlie Pollard 
Howard Carter 
Fred Simmons 
Fred Moss 
Ms. Gwendolyn Cox, Daughter of Sam Doner, Survivor 
Mr. North R:Hendon, Grandson of Ernest Hendon, Survivor 
Attorney Fred Gray (Counsel for survivors) 

o Survivors are announced into the East Room 

a YOU and THE VICE PRESIDENT are announced into the East Room 
Accompanied by Dr. Satcher and Mr. Shaw. 

o THE VICE PRESIDENT makes remarks and introduces Dr. Satcher. 

o Dr. Satcher makes remar1<s and introduces Mr. Shaw. 

o Mr. Shaw makes remarks and introduces YOU. 

a YOU MAKE remarks and proceed to the Blue Room for receiving line. 

NOTE: The receiving line will flow from Red to Blue to Green, 

Guests proceed to State Room for reception following receiving line. 


VI. 	 REMARKS 
To be provided by Speech writers 

VII. 	 ATTACHMENT 
1) Biographic information on survivors 
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PRESIDENT CLINTON RECOGNIZES SURVIVORS 

OF TIIE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE SYPHILIS STUDY AT TUSKEGEE 


May 16,1997 


Today, President Clinton recognized the injustice done to the participants of the Public Health 
Service syphilis study in Tuskegee, Alabama. The President formally apologized to survivors, their 
families and the nation for the unethical study that left approximately 400 African American men 
untreated for syphilis. The Public Health Service (PHS) began the study in 1932 and did not end it 
lUltii 1972 •• many years after penicillin was available to treat the disease. 

Today, President Clinton also signed an executive order extending the c~arter of the National 
Bioethics Advisory Commission (NBAC) to October, 1999 to ensure a continued, national focus 
on bioethical issues. Building on the work of the President's Advisory Committee on Human 
Radiation Experiments, an NBAC subcommittee will make recommendations this fall for further 
strengthening protections for human research subjects. 

President CI~nton also announced 4 additional steps the Department of Health and Human 
Services (lIHS) will take to ensure we learn from the PHS syphilis study, rebuild trust, and 
protect humlln subjects in the future. 

o 	 Building a lasting memorial. The President armounced that HHS will award a planning grant 
to Tuskegee University to pursue establishing a Center for Bioethics in Research and Health 
Care at the University. The Center would be a lasting memorial and would support efforts to 
address the legacy of the syphilis study and strengthen bioethics training. 

a 	 Increasing Community Involvement and Restoring Trust. The legacy of the PHS study 
still impedes efforts to conduct promising research, particularly involving minorities, and to 
provide the best health care services to all Americans. Today, the President directed the 
Secretary ofHHS to issue a report, within 180 days, detailing effective strategies to more fully 
involve communities, especially minority commWlities, in research and health care. 

a 	 Sh-engthening Researc::hers' Training in Bioethic::s. The President directed the Secretary of 
HHS to develop bioethics training materials to help researchers effectively apply ethical 
principles in diverse populations. Within one year, flliS will complete and disseminate course 
materials, in partnership with private organizations,l that build on core ethical principles of 
respect for persons, beneficence, justice, and informed consent, and that help ensure 
researchers successfully apply these principles in all communities. 

o 	 Provijdins: Post-Graduate Fellowships to Train Bioethic::ists, Especially Minorities. To 
increase and broaden our understanding of ethical issues in research, flliS will offer 
fellowships, beginning in September 1998, to promising students enrolled in bioethics graduate 
programs. HHS will make special efforts to recruit minorities currently underrepresented in 
the field. 

lPartners will include the Association of American Medical Colleges, the Association of 
American Universities, the Association of Schools ofPublic Health, the National Association for Equal 
Opportunity in Higher Education, and the Minority Health Professions Foundation. 
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CHRONOLOGY 
Public HeaUh Service Syphilis Study in Tuskegee 

The United States Public Health Service (PHS) began a 
survey of syphilis in Macon County, Alabama, one Qf 
several survey sites 1n the United States. 

PHS began the Macon County Syphilis Control 
Demonstration Project with funding PHS reCeived from 
the Julius Rosenwald Fund. participants were treated 
with a combination of neoarsphenamine and mercury; 
however, none of the 1400 patients received the full 
course of treatment. 

The Rosenwald Fund terminated funding for the control 
demonstration project. PHS began and funded the ' 
Tuskegee Syphilis Study. This was a study of untreated 
syphilis in approximately 400 black men who were at 
least 25 years of age and had syphilis for 5 years or 
longer. There is no protocol which documents the 
original intent of the Study: however, in 1932, much 
was sti11 unknown regarding the latent stages of < 

syphilis, especially pertaining to its natural course~ 
rt appears that the Study was undertaken to compare 
the course of untreated syphilis in b1ack men with the 
results of an Oslo study on untreated syphilis in 
whites. The study was supposed to last 6 - 12 months 
with the intention to document the course of disease 
and use that information to obtain funding for 
treatment. The Alabama Department of Health agreed to 
the Study with the stipulation that some treatment be 
provided. Tuskegee Institute and local white 
physicians in Maoon' County also, agreed to the Study. 

PHS decided to continue the study until the men died 

and added a control group of approximately 200+ men 

without syphilis. 


Penicillin became widely available for the treatment of 
syphilis in its early stages. 

,!fhe therapeutic benefits of penicillin in treating the 
late stages of syphilis were documented in· scientifiC 
reports. 

PHS transferred the Venereal Disease Division, of which 
the Study was a part. to the Communicable Disease 
Center (now centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
[CDC] ). 

News of the study was reported in the 'New York Times, 
Los Angeles Times, and Washington Star. PHS convened 
the Tuskegee Syphilis Study Ad Hoo Panel to investigate 
the Study. The Study was terminated by the Department 



of Healthl Education, and Welfare (HEW)# now tho 
Department of Health and Human Services (HRS). 

1973: 	 The Secretary of HEW directed PHS to provide necessary 
medical care. CDC contacted the men and their families 
and gave them information about the Study and offered 
them comprehensive health assessments and lifetime 
medical services. The Tuskegee Health Benefit Program 
was set up and administered by COCo Attorney Fred Gray 
filed a class action lawsuit on behalf of the living 
Study participants and heirs of ,deceased participants. 

1974: 	 Congress appropriated funding for the Tuskegee Health 
Benefit Program. The National Research Act wes signed 
into law, creating the National Commission for the 
Protection of Human Subjects of Biomedical and 
Behavioral Research~ HEW promulgated Federal 
regulations requiring research organizations to 
establish. institutional review boards (IRBs) to review 
and approve HEW-funded research involving human 
sUbjects. 

1975: 	 The class action auit was settled. HEW provided a cash 
payment of S37 T 500 to every living man with syphilis 
who was alive on July 23, 1973; $15,000 to the heirs of 
each of the deceased men with syphilis; S16~OOO to 
every member of the class of living controls who was 
alive on July 23, 1973: and $5,000 to the heirs of each 
of the deceased controls. 

1979 - The Belmont Report summarizing the basic ethical 
principles governing research involving humans was 
released by the National Commission for the Protection 
of Human Subjects of Biomedical and Behav~oral 
Research~ 

1991: 	 Seventeen Federal agencies., including HHS K adopted the 
Federal regulations for the protection pf human 
fmbjects (known as the Common Rule)., extending human 
Gubjects protections T including IRB review, to 16 other 
i"ederal agencies and to Federa1.1y-funded research. 

1996: 	 ~he Tuskegee Syphilis Study Legacy Committee issued a 
report on May 20, 1996 recommend~ng that t!President 
Clinton publicly apologize for past government 
urongdolng to the Study's living survivors£ their 
j;amilies., and to the Tuskegee community," and that a 
~)trategy be developed "to redress the damages caused by 
1:he Study to transform its damaging legacy .. l1 
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DRAfT TlJSKEGEE (llll:SJ!(Jl:.JS ~!,!D ANSWI){!:; 
PI",lilir.;!I .¥ ?o\~~ 

Q. Why is an apolol!Y emminS! forward now'! Wbllt is tbere In he I!~tined by iSuch 
it gf.!lI-ture and how do you respund tfllnO!il' wtw miJ!,ht Scc it H,; llolitknUy motivutcd't 

A. Evt!n though (his study WilS ~toppcd ~{}ll1t.' 25 YC;II';o> agp. it' ~ Ik'vt::f mn l::He to 

make: it ch.:ar from the highest levels of gov;,;rllm;;:nl th:ll what hurrl.:llnl al Tuskeg.ee was 
vcry wrong a.nd tTagLe and Mt something we t,.'vc( condone, II i~ \lb\~ impNIWlt tu make it 
c!C:\f tho I we are pledged to making sure Ihi~ 1I\.'\.'1.:( harp,cl1S: Zlgltin in our t.:llunlry, Most 
imptJrlmllly. we Ilil"'C' UmOT"" oblig,nti~'>;'l h" np"t... j,:i;.o,.... ,HI hch:-Ilfnf filL: II S. (iov<:rnmclIl. 

In (:let, la,~~ year during a CIlnfc.renc.e i1I'Tu"k\!~,..:u Sn~lnsllT..::d by the t i.S. Lkrtlrlmcnt of 
Health and Human Servil,;~s I'm minoriry panidp'ltilln ill n.!s(.!;ifCb. !h,,~ Tl.,~kl.!ge(.' Study 
Ltg.icy Commission was cn:at!Jd to help nil of \I~ nw ....... h.:ynnd Ihl' rlhk\;g't~~ Syphilis 
Stud)'. The purpose of the Legul.:Y Commiu.:;: was tll ir'LI1sl~lfIn th ..: 1t'~aI.:Y of minority 
distru"t of the hCillth and mcdicul estahlislmll:nt intel rosilivc \:ll~lrl;,; 11Il:h'lsf..' (he health 
gap between blacks and while)). 

One fifth·~ principal recommendation:.. of Ihm ( 'lIllllnill~·c was thUl \'n.:sid.:ril Clinton 
puhhcly apologil'.t! to the living partkipants. Ihdr Jhmilit's ;].no III the THSk",~cc 
c(lml'l'lunity. 

Wl~ Vj(lW rhi~ as more than ::oymho!ic. a~ more limn ju~! a \'croaJ apllJdgy, T~lls i" neH jllSI 
u wrong, but u wrong in which the Il.S. g(}V~'11l1lll,.·1I1 ;s ;Ii J:Juil. On HIW h(!lId. hlday we" n: 
Hiking a major step toward publicly «toning ii.!' Tllsk.:gl."l,.', On lh~' (lill..:r hancl WI! 're 
hl1ping it win help move us funher lllwarcl tt::'>h\ring lost conthknt:<.' iil govcrnnicnt arid 
di~trust of mcdical.):ciencc and puhli\: he~d!h inslitutioHS~· C~P:;Ciill\y by AH·k<.i1l 
Am~rtl:an$ and other minorities. ThuCs 0",',,::1 thl' Icg'lI:~· I,rlhe ~Uldy. Wt.: we abu 
conct!rned about regaining the (,;onlidcncc and In;sl, (If 1!11}$t.' im!t v\dlwJs \\·h( is,"' i )\\'0 h':l.1l th 
h~ h.:~n affected directly and indirectly hy T~I~k~g<.'\:. 

To t)'lllS": who would ascribi! political muliq:.: In Ihis. Wl: would ~,ty lh.u the nnly pol1t1<:::; 
at w(lrk Hrc the politiL::-;, ofdoing Wh:'lt'S right. 1(:; alway!'i the ri1:;i1r Ii JIlt' !(l do right, <Iud in 

this ca~t. the lime to do right I:: right now, lhal"":l.1I tv.:'!C cOlln:nh'd with. 

Q. Why do }'UU think prior Admini~trllliou~ rd'uJ~ed ttl i!\~ut: lin upofog(! Why 
hils it luken until almost the t'nd of the 20(10 ,;('nfury for the \'i!:tim .. In rCIt:eh'c ."ume 
snrt uf orficisl opology from their gm'crnmt'ut'! ('lIn yhU Sil)' ... n .1Ilu1i1t:y WitS 

prc\'iousJy ignored for poUtitnl r~HSun)'! 

A. We can't speak ftH any Administ.Tnli"lI hllt !hi" mll'. Hut Ihi~ b (\;'1 !he kin~ of 

iSSll~ thUl you can lOtlk ut in any son of politi>':;l! \.'()nh:.'d mid tn.)k", jlld{llllt.'ots thut w:.!y. 
This W~ a human traGcdy. Pure rind sil\l~\.:, Thh1llgh Ih.: Yi;;iJr:. :-:inC1; Tusk"::!;l>t,; \\I'l'\ 
halted, various Administr.llion~ hav~ ilddn:~:.\!<1 an :lS-<:Mtmenf n( T:t.;k,-~get.'-rcLHcd i.';S\l~:S 

http:lhal"":l.1I
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in their o\.l./n way. Whether (If not a formal nfXl!ogy shlulld haw 111.'1,:1\ i.I\·Ii:n.:d much 
¢nrlit!T than today is not M imponmll ..~ our b,,'lllj.: hI'!'!: huhl)' Itl tak\! Gtn: \l!' th,tt olll.is>ion. 

Q, When wn! th(! proljpcrt of a formtll 1l11()lol!:t raised tH thi." '\dmini~tfll1ion :md 
whO.'le ide!a wus it? 

A, Thlt: \dt~a of an apology to the TU!ikcgt'l: p(lrti<;:lp;Il~\S h;)5 hl!~n ntist:\~ hy numt:W\.IS 
pl.':"ople. hOlh in and out (If g,)\I~rnment. Wc"\,,: IU.!im.t f(llill a numh;;.'r or (.:ommllnity 
[~adl!r5, public health profClis.iona,!s. resl!.m.:h ;'llll1 ac.lvocaq gmilp=, . Mill!\,; Will' ilaw !elI 
aU along lhat there nteded to be a tonna[ apology. Bc.:all~l' ofth..: mistrust lhut Tuskc~cL" 
crc::ncd with publh; hetllth i\ctiviti~::; tmd In,w ii' ~ impl.ldca Afticull (\ IlJ....:ril.'f'tns· 

involvernl!nl in medical f(,!\CZlrCh and receipt Hrh~al\h t:af(" some hllvl.! 11..'1t lhul only a 
f..)rmat apology could belttin th" proc~ss (If [n,,;)hllilding trust. 

Q. Should tbe printlpals in the Tuskcl!cC study Ill! hJl'ntU'icd and prosecuted ,/ 
retroactive)),] Cn~ they be (lJ"Q.;c,:,,'uh:d'! 

A. First of all. you're mlking ahout SClOh:lhin~ thal was initiate.: HWI'!.: Ih~tn 60 Yl'i.lr.'i 
ugo Hnd was brought (0 n halt 25 yean.; U!!o. Th.:- ras:SlIf!c of liml.! ali II h': - as \,Vl'!1 a:.> th.... 
rn:~cncC' of so many unknown fucwrs <Ihou! wlla! h.lprx:m:d Ill!:!! awl wh,l! mind;,c! 
individuals bud ~~ would Inake .something likl: Ihall!xlrcmcly diIHl',dt. .SlIcct::>sl'tll 
prosecution Virollid be unlikl&ly. But mOro! imp,lrlanll},. it \\I'.IIIld he ":'luoh.'rprndIlGlivt; hI 
;::ven db:cuss that. There is nothing tn he g.tiued from pursuing: Ihar ";\)lIr;-;~'. Everything 
wt: do with respect to TUl<kcct.:e should he nhou: hc{ding and h'nrnin~ I'nHll iL We must 
audre~5 T1I5kegee in a pORitive wuy thm luke", Wi fMwiml. 

Q. hlffl.UYI how would )'OU like to ~cc the Tuskcgt:c partirip'lIlts n.'spontl to this 
apology'! 

A. \V0 would hope thaI each and every (llH! tlfthl';-;C ml'1\ <m..! lh.:ir l~md!ics will mlW 

know deep down!1I their hcnrt!l Ilnd $oub lh;.llh..:lr gOVlCrulH<.!tl\ thr"l.ll:\h thu!r Prc!;:idcul 

-- is g\!nuincly sorry and accepts full rcsp0l):;lbility lilr what harl'!':Il\~d al Tuskel;cc m~lny 
yeur$ ~'g!". More than ~nyth;ng we would hup.: ilk')" )il'~' Bur sil'lccrilY, which we hdk'v~' is 
apparent hy our doing this before che (:(Hirc world. 

Q. 'What do you say 10 Afrlc.an Am(!rit-.ah'i lind other mlnnrilic.1i who wUl 
continu~ to view th(! medical rese~n:h c:\(nhlishnu:nt ski.'IJtk.. Uy. dc.'iptte todu)"s 
npoJob'Y? How eRn this onf,; wpoloJ!)' help n'stnr{' lUI), \'Qnlitl,,·m.'t' tlu'y miJ!hl h.we 
had? 

A We know that one urology,,,, no maHt'r how (ol'll1<1l or hI'\\' hig ... is nol gl )ing to be 
~nough fur .-;omc pc:optc tn huvc their fuuh r... ,.;lnr·n..L W1..1 dpn~t l.."r"':~·1 II to b!J,;t m:;git: 

bullet. I\nd we know that tnun)' of thl! polio:y and il1!'>lhlui(ln~11 t.:han~\"'s jll Ill\: ;1:r<!3 of 
r~.::e!)rt;:h vnlunteer5 'that h:tvt, occurred sinl..'1! TII~kcg\.!l' arcn'll!nnu!"h 10 allcvl<lh.: ";tH'!IC 

people'.'1 t!Jars either. We would jU!\t hope tll,1I rcopk ","',Hilt! cunlillm..' 10 wHtt.:h uthat we: 

http:mlnnrilic.1i
http:Afrlc.an
http:numt:W\.IS


05-15-9711:0%M HOM OASPA tJEWS illV 10 94567n: PG~4/0jO," 

do flS much as what we suy, and if th~y do thai. In.:}' will see ~~ out j ll.~t \vith wdn;( s 

npulogy, hut over time *. an undying r.nn\milnwllt to prL:\'cnt this frill1i ..:WI' hilnp..:ning, 

again, W-: cannot rewrite pasL hislO1')'. Bu! w....• GIn wrilt.: lOll1oml\v \: hls:(II)' and cnsuft: 

that fulun~ gencrations never have tu cXl"n.:ricnr.... lhis hwnillalil':1. I think thl.'SC glo!ntlemt!l1 

would agree that the nol}' V!ctory to he gained is 10 nHike sun.: this I.'un lh:vl'r happt:11 [0 

their sons, daughter~. granddauglltcr~. grnnti:->t)Il'i :md g!\·at.gr;Jndchil~II'I.:", 


Q, Reside.!! today~s formal Ilpulogy. wlntt i)! the oiAJ!CSJ cnntrihution the Clinton 
Administriltion has made In IIddN:'sslng lhe Tusl(C'l!cc shuu'tiull'! 

A,. Even thouSh many safeguards un.; nnw ill pl!!eo:: 1'1 prr.tccl n:,,;c:lfch pn.nidp~nlj;. 

our Adminblmtion has gon~ a step funhcr W CI1'iUrc 11m! \\7('- prom{11t' nnly the highl::st 
~lhicll stand:mb; when it comes 10 nllm'lt1 r~;~,;.In.:h, hi (kloh:!r 1-J!)5. (h~ Prc~iJ..:n! 

~stubli~hcd [he Nalional BioClhk$ Atl\'i~.:Jry Cllmll\i;.;~itil't to n.;~'kw alll'.urr<:nt 
rel,l;Ulalions. policies. and proccdurt:; with fl.':-'Pl'C( In hUlllun rl!!>I.!an.:b III make Mire ,hc$C l., 
high standards are being m('l. This panel is i:!11llflri!icd uf Ilt)n~g(wcf1lIll\;lIt mt:tnhcrs • .md~...;.",t 
is funded and lcd by the lJ .S. Department of I kaltlt and t lumnn S1.:fVi\.'I.'S" -' ~k.yt. 

- There arc a few more newer appro'le!!\.'" W0'r ....·l:ll\ing hI fUr1hcr illlprPh" our hioclhics 
research: 

To- pwmote community p..qrticipatit'n in rc":t..'un:h, v.:hit:h 1$ imptlrlanl when you consider 

the- impad the Tuskt:gee study had on un o:ntin.: \XlmmwHI)': SecfI.'wry Shabb lit Hf-1S i~ 


convenint; wit"jn C}O days from today a st"ric...; 11[' ~..orJ.:shop:; on i,;(lmn\Ulllly partkip~ltion 


in rcselrch. The workshop;; will invol ....e a brllad ."p~('lrum \If w:ado.:ll1k ir:stin;lion.'i and 

community groups and me intended to rrndu\..\: a n:pufl o.:o!1Utining n:C{'1l1!THmdati'O!)S10 


t:nhance our community invnlvcmcnI in rl.!sl';lr~h :.;tUl1il.'~. 


To help inct1rporatc more community pcrsp,ctlvC:i in Ih..: pl<tnning ;\:1(1 llinying (lUi ll(' 

rc:s.~arch, wl!'rt" asking CDC, NtH, lhe Hc;thh I~C~tIllrr.:>:" St:rvkc~ Admlnistrution 

(HRS;A) am! SAMHSA to join with n "<lr;cty ~,r purh)..:r I.\rgani'/:Hlom: (0 rt.'corruncnd 

within 90 days jr~)m today maleriHls and olher ::Irah;~i..:_" it)r lmpnwiug. dhiL:'-lllraining in 

bioethic~; cour::cs. 


Also. we're going to be on~rin!.t to promisinj.! :.;Hlr!cms bioeli1ic:i I:':UHW.-;hip:-. f,l( 

~)stgradualc study bcgiMing in Scrtt,;m~r ft)I)8·~ tmd wc'n makv sp"::l..'i:r: ,.:J'j'mts to / 

r~crllit n)inoritie!:i. l'hc more: we- diw(~iht' hl(l~·lhil."" fidd. Ii'll.! 111m!.' inpllt ~·1,,··1I haw in V 

our n:f>carch effort:; and that can lln~y he hl.'lprll! !n kl...'cping n.:::;ctln.:h clhi\'ally am! . 

medically sound, 


Q. Hils the government done 1111 it l."l:ln In hdp tbe TUlikc~cc partldpants'! 

A. With sornethinij as tragic as thb:, W': d~;n't Ihink w.; call !Jh'f r..:m:h a point wher..: 

we {:an ~ay, "OK, We've done enuugh. Th~ll';-; It." If." th.... ldnd uf:,illlali'II1 th~11 we n1n:-.t 


.alw:I)'$ monitor and be prepan.'ti tn respond In. WC't'l~ not !alking ahlllll jllS! the initial 
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participants tn :he study. but e'lcn succ~'l:djng f,\'n..:ralillO ortheir Ihmilics. We Inust m~h 
sure th:ll our government is therc for <lll oflh.:m and {h~lt'S why {IUr Utwl:fl'lInCnl elln 

nev;;r liay "We're done," That's why {he T~!skL't:\.·t: 11I;,,1Ih Bt:ncl'it:;, PfogJHm i:-:. to plac<! 4< 

to address the needs of family memhc[5 as tim.... }'pc,'" (ilL 

Q. Should the TuskeJtce victims rtCCil'i.' mure fllllnctury co",p(.'n~"tjiJn'! 

A. Th<: issue of monetllry comp~ns'-llitln W:1:'i :1ddrc... scd when the sl.::t!cmeni 
agreement was reached in 1974, shunly afler tIll.' ;;lUdy WiL'i .">luppnL 1 think wc'w !11ng 

moved pu£t just attaching dollar signs to whal hapPt:l1,:d at Tuskcgi.'\.· 10 .mother lcvd of 
cuot.:t:rn. <.md thaI is making SUiC it ncv~r happ,,;n.>l tle,lin OIu1 thai w,," i.; .. \I\!jnU<J tu meet ('llr 

obligations: with these men ami their famili('s >IS n\lf gtlvt.!f'llIn~nl h,,:-, p1edt:l.:d to d~). 

Q. In light of the age and feeb1e cumJiliun of th-.: participants, '" hy WJlS thc.: 
decision mnde to hold tht' formal upo!OL,')' Ilrllgram nt The Whilt· if.llJs(· rnthl'f than 
in Alabama nel1r their homt's'! . 

A. We don't see it as a matter ofwh~ sllo-ult! inlW] wh..:rc, W\' odk'w it's abom 
making: the strongest possihle statement thai ~"'': 1,;;)[1 ;if,nU! hllW n:prlt..'hcnc'i!'l!c this ,,,,hok­
episode wa<; and how sincere we are in our apn!ogy. :''\ml w~ think til..: Whit"" 110\1;\1; i~ 

the best and only location to dcmonslnlt¢ ~~ j'l()i Hnly tl> I hI.' rarli\'.'ip:lnt~ ;md thdr f'1Inilks. 
but to th,,; entire: world· that ....'c consider lhi~: ap('!,)g~' i'1'{11n ,,'m w'\".'ml)h.~n! tr. ht; nf 
mmost ilnpnrtancc. Having lhL~ ceremony in '1'111..' Whit.: Ilous~ eS!;tt,ji;-;hl.'s quile l.'h!Jrly 

. th(' priority we give thi . .:;, As for the lr:.wcl of PHrlkip;nilS to Washinl;!,hlll. \w hdpL'd 10 

make ,:mangem\!nts for them to he here am! We ar..: rnying thc:ir "'Xrk~Il~~',," W~ n<.!vc 

Y>'orkt!d .;losely with these gentlemen and tlwir !hl1ljlh..'~ tt) l,!IIsurl..!" tllL'lr :':;;IJi.: :md 
cflmforUlble travel to and th'rn WU5hinglol1 j~H 'hi,", I.'VI.'nt 

A. We ~atlJl(It escape the fl.ct that the pwhl,,,all:-l of the 'ru:;.kcgl.:": ..... :-:pl:rim.:t'l an,; 
WHlPP'::,j in elem~nts oftacism and discr111,\!l1:ll:tir.. IrwI: all think h;u:!... the n:ciul 
!tttit\Jd~s and climate in Our country nt thtlt lim.: I.:<.:r!ninly rlayl.~rl.1 mafm r...1e in the many 
impropri;!lies ~ft~c study, 

ror c;xomple, there W;JS SOm.: mt:rit !t) ,:h~lL}:.ing Macon ('q.u.n.~i\!abanH.I us a 

f(Jeus ofn study on syphilis. given the f;Lt.:t 111;I[ it hud til...' highc-s.t syphilb r;nC.$ in thi: 

coumr)' at the time. Bul it) mislead anu mi:-.inr(n·lI1 thc.s~ men alit! tiwil {II withhold 

lreatment from them after cures hc<.:ltme l!V'l!l'lhl<.: w:t." in alld of il sl:ll' di~criminntory. 


Q. Looking buck at huw tht Tuskcgtl' SlutJ)' unfolded and t'ump;lring it til the 

chedqulintlo in plan toduy, at whJlf puint ulun~ the sl)Cetruin du )'IHI thtnk )'0 


experiment like that would .he stopped nnw'! 
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A. t think Our research chc::cks and bahllH:c;> ar~ ::;0 Sift'flt;. now th;lt it would be vl!ry 
laugh for;,l Tuskegee Siudy tt. even gt-'I orf Iii,: t;I'ClllfH.I. And furlhl,'rut"f~, Ihe g(I.!Hter 

diversit), of dccisionmakl!fS in g.ovcmmcnI, rl':'.~:tn.:h i\llJ in lhe.: Pubtk I kahh S~r\'icc 
today is instruml!ntal in kccpinl: this kind orlilin.\!. from It!\'cr !;I,'Hill!,,' ,,!ark".L C:..'llainly WI.: 
can say that if such a study managed 10 slurl up. it would raise w m,l!)), j"l,'ti !lugs so 
quickly Ih.at any life it would have ~"oukl bl.: "'I.~j"y :-:hurl 

Q. This npology, while wclt:omcd by mnny. lml)' ring huUIJ", for the ftimilics or 

28 participants who dicd (rom 'untreateu ~Yflhilis, Wh:d \,:1111 .r"U lI;1) tn th('m'! 


A, We would say to them that we d~1n'l pr...:ll.>ilJ to :-:kin th~ /:LCl !hilt tbloi!>>: d"aths: 
were cruel and unnecessary. Rut that doesn't ,1WWI :h:l: Wi . ." C~\1'I11t11 stri\'C ,)S hard as WL! 

c~m h}u3.), to make iiure that !ho$:~ ~,mTlcJ'nen did!) 't dil' tn vain. Th.,;jr dt..:;I\h~ l\r\! and will 
alw:Jys ht: crystal dear rcmindr:rs of nur nbtij,!.iltiot) tLl \A'1,'rk tLl pro!!,.'.:1 and ensure the 
hcnlth of all people in this country. noljusl ~oml..'. All;.! :!H\"C whu di.:d fro I:! untreated 

. syphilis will always he symbols of (IUr !)Oligalioli 10 "ddl'I.<!is the ;'j1I.'l:i<lj health nclZds lof 

our minority citizens in a dignHieJ and rc~pc~·tf~:J rnalll1(:L C.:rt<ljllly e,u.:h lo:..s will 
fon:v .... r rc:prcsem a hllgC void in the h~arh or \bdr I;ul\ily and fricmls. I HI! our COUntry 
Iec!s c-ach of thesl! losses too, as they .m: 21-: swill"; on the l'uhfic l) r our n:l!iun' s 
demvcru{;y and fr<e<lom, We will all plly a rril.:~ I~jr Ih~",~ lrll~i<..: dc~\th;(, 

Q. Some hllve suggeded a memorial tn tht' purtidl1~mh nn the campus of 
Tu.skeaee tJniver~h)'. \\'hl1!'~ your fetlinl! un tholt'? 

A, The Department of Health and Iluman S~'r\'iI:,"s lws k~l,;'n t.!i3clI5sinB with 
Tuskegee a proposal to e:->tuhHsh on campus a C\'lltl!f II)t 8i~h':hi.:", (Ii RC~";~lrch anu 
Health Cafe, We're ann(lundng today that w~"n: llf("lViding- a plalmill!;!. gram wl'uskt.'g..:c 
to pursue this pro,ieee Vllimatcly. such a l~ll;ililY l) wIll hIJu",1! ~\ museum ("olltaining 
document.':l and o·rhcr rnaten:\.l~ from The firmly: 2) hdp L.:JUI.;,:"tc ;c$~~,m:h>2r.'\o nnd the puhli..: 
about the significance of the study; and 3} rfllvide tlI'P'lrllHliHe:i li)r Im:nlng in bkll:th\(;~ 
in partnerships with.othef a<.:adi.imie inlHinuion",. 

The C~nlcr will really do IWo things: make Tll~~q!\....· a J\,Hml pOlnl (fI( m,)wing discussion 
aboll\ h()w v.·e can addres5 the ncg;J!ivc I-.;~'H.·Y nr' lh~ !'ttldy: and h.: 11 Jiving anJ ia.;ting 
mc:mori;:d to the peop!¢ who panicipll1cd in Ihl' Tusk.:gl..'"l' study ;lS wdl it", their l~.nnmcs ~~ 

'for generations to corne. 

Q. Last month, Public Citiun rat'it'li suml' vcry M,"rimJ:o. aUcgllliuns abour 
ongoing HHS~spon.()rcd res:ei\rch. mliin1)' th!~t "tunC nf the UtV mothcr~ro-child 
tran,ljmis1Iion n:1l\.'llt'ch uniJe"",'u), in Llndupinl! \:flu"lrlc~ is !UH'lhi~·n1. lIuw ~an you 
nssurl' the public in light of the pain and :mgcr t:aus('d hy Tu.diCj,!C(~ thllt we're nut 
tr!:uding down thut gume path eVt,n lightly'! 

A LeT me first of all make cleM wh'l1 our work il'l in (hi~ ~U":l\ W.:'(.:: d.:aling with 
some extremely tough issues here, W~'fC halandng \I"I'y t.!r.;\i::::ah.:ly Ihe pt:l:d 10 hdp SnlIlloi 
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poorcr countries achieve some of the san\\.' PWlllising n:!<ults w~ have in lig.hdng AIDS 
and :\t the same lim!! be cogni:nmt of spl'!ci,tl scnsilivlll":::: and ller';l:n1i(\[l:> that may Jrb!.! 
from ..tur cffort~. When it boils dO....'f'l to il. wl.:'r.: j\l'\\ lrymg to tilld ct'kl.:{!vt.: ways or 
rrcvcmint: mothcHo~child HIV transmi~:-iitll1 Ihat !,;\l1i he ust:d jn lhl.:SC developing 
cl)untries. when: HIVfAfDS has tuken a dCVa$i<ltinl; flliL Whih: A/T h~s IIOW become a 
promising standard of care: treatment rcgiml.:!l hL:rc in tnl,; lJuiLcd Stilh.:::-., developing 
nations aren't ahle to do thut hecallsc of aflimLLhililY fnohlcflls .1ll.;J ;\1,,(1 hCC;lUse llf the 
rJifferentes in the nature of h~alth rT(ihlcm~ h...·i\\-ecn nur C;(It:tltiY :lnd tht:ir!i, Our .sole 
~(lal is to help these nations tlml In:mmJ.;JH. I~:~;mr.:n;; lhat ,In; ,.:fii.:l.:ti ..',: l~.r their spcl.:itk 
populations. 

Wc·,'c taken extra steps to t!'llSUfC that Ih.:~c triJI:; go Ot.:ytHHJ I.:lhit.:nl and medical 
stHndMrl~. We'r~ \..orkin&! very closely with Ihe World Hcahh Of!:anji'~l!ion. UNAlt)S 
and tht: host governments within thnsl! CI)tlmril.'s 10 th:~it!n td::ds. \\.'.:+rl..:!lot doing this in 
:l vacuum. Not only that, but fnest: trials hrtv...· hc~n r\.'vi·.:wcd hy O\lT (\.:nlcn; Itlr Dis.:ase 
Cunlrn\ and Prevention as well as: the NIH Hl:;:ilutiol\al rc\'icw hl)i)rt!s lh!1t were crcau::d in 
the wake of the Tuskegee experiment::;. Wl:\''; cv~n involved Ihe n:vi.... w boards within 
the- host countries. 

Yuu're i~llkil1S about u ::;ituilti(m today wh..'r.: ':',)1.)h and"'\,,,ry mov,,; i" >.crllt;niJl~d 
before. during and after to make sure thm \\\' gn h~)'ond the :;t~llldard~ ami th<'l:t wt:'rc 
ethical in every way_ This i.. no! .1 "ifnal1nll ilh· lu:\ko.:~ee Whl.Tl" )llll apfMrl.'l\tly h8d J, 

group or ~,)ph: conductin!:l re);C:~\rch 1.1Ild~r lhdr ,IWn lwist1.:IJ S\JIHiards, arhitrarily 
making decisions and keeping dCt.1i1s uod in{pnn.ltlt1j\ to th;:nN...'I\'j,;~c II'~ l.!dinitcly a 
new day . 

• 
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Q. A report in The New York Timl'~ curli4.:r thijl wN~k quotes the top 
AOVlo"rnmilnt official inv6h:cd in protcdinJ,! hlilnan" in rcscardl itS s~lyini!: there is 
"unchecked" research going on. WblH i:. ill' n'fl'rrinJ,: to m,d hu\\' l'an thIn I.:I\'t 

people any kind of comfort. cspechdly in liehl of'l'lIskcJ!c\,'! 

A. You're speaking of Dr. Gury Ellis~ h~;ld III' till' ()flict! ur Prtltl.:t.:! it'n from R¢:-'l'aJx:h 

Risks. and h~'s drawing a very dislioguis-h~l"k lillt: hl.!lWe.:t·f) ~:.I.;JIlrn~nJ~spon$or~d 
r~st:arch and rt!scurch that's finam.:ed hy pTIVai.l,; Stllln:I.;'~, Privah.:ly IlmHltt:d icst>iln.:h m 

exci:!pt that that involves FDA approval of a Ikvic~ (II' drug -- is Hoi .... U!:I.:ct to the ~am\.· 
strj.;t rules: that apply to government n:sean.'h, and k..;cp in mind tiwi Tuskl!g;:c involved 
guvernment feSe<'lfch. 

A!. for privately finam.:ed reS('ur(~h. ~llmt: Ii:gislation hils hel'l~ di"L:l~S"ed. but the 
Clinton Administration hasn't t<lken:.l pnshinlll)fl (lilY :-oped!it: prnposal$ at this lime" Wo: 
\vill be l:iuided by the Nationa! Rioethics AdvlSll(), CI,;mmission (11) this i:;:-;ut! and stim..' \If 
the action steps we annoum:r:d today will cnl\JIlCC prllll'l,.;lion of :'11! hlllllJIl :;Ubjl.'ClS_ 

We look forv•.'ard to wNking with Icmkl$ in th..' Cllnyrc:<s like Scnut';lt Olcnn _. 

who has introduced a bill to expantl prntcctiun h. priV<\H':: rcseur..:h \0 '1i,ldrcss the::.;\: gap:> 
as welL ~tt:'re confident thnt through workilll,: with the n::il:an:h .;nmmunily nnJ th~ 

Concress we will be abJe to expand J1nHccli~'!lI>l,;yl,,"d gl)\'Cmml.'nt n.:.slt.~an.:h. 

Q. What is the- ('ost of tbe planninit gmnt tnr the Center for HillcrhicJj Rtsearch'! 

A, The planning grant is .bout $200.000. 

Q. 'What is the government doin~ nu~' lu restore t.:41mmunitics· trust and 
partidpt\Uon in clinical research? Whnt sfr:1tcl!lt:S work'! 

A. A numbtt of project$ underway now :If!.! dctnOnstmling qui!1.! <.:k':ir(y Iht.' henelits 
(If cO!'luuunit)' particip.:ition i1nd pnrtll!.!f$hip hl.'t'V"'<:"1l Ih,-, ::cicncu \:,)l1\mullity and t,;lti;.f.I..'n,.:, 
i'll give you some ex.o.mp(c5, 

Project !.inCS, Linking Together Comtmmitit,;;;: ilnd S;;i;;Ulists, hrings lOgc:hcr 
communi!!,::; and scientisls in partnJ:fship ill V;n'illtlS t'ommw,itll:s at!w,,;; lhC" country tl,'! 

build trusl in Ihe development and impk'nll'nlaii,lll of HIV Pft·v..~n!ion biomcdica' 
research - specifically vaccine research, 

In placts like San francisco, Philadetphii.l. ,unu Dmhmn (X,C,)' l'0l1ummity advisory 
boardS tlro working with th:.: m,,:\li\:i.t1 ",d;;m:: ..,: ..:C'mrnunit)' ~1f') $lll,;h i~;>tlo.!5 M study 
pwtocnls, interview guide;;, recruitment. :uld inl¢rprd,uh)1\ J!ltl preSl.'I1Hltll):1 ('of :'.flldy 

t\:suhs. What we·re learning from Proj\lct Lides is h ... ing sh~lr~d hrl':ldly 

['roject Direct is a community-based intcfvl,,!nt({)!l proj':L'l in Ruidgh. N.c' Ihat targl:.'LS 
collahorative diabetes cducarion ,:md nutrcw.:h dforts III the hig~H'i..;k rmpul<ltion, in lhc 

http:m,,:\li\:i.t1


. TO 945&7431 10021003OH 5-91 i i: 2?!.M 

African American community. 'fe>chnicaf L':-;P<:fb, Ciii'l:..:ns. ilfH.l1.'PllIl1Hmily leaders pbo 
and implement (h~ projc(t togetht:r in wnrk l',PIlIP" . j(~using Oil inh'l'vcntivn str"t..:l:;il,,;,-, 
that ar~ culturally relt:vant. 

Also, CDC is working through a numhcr nr dinCll:nl rnttn!,,'r~ It' \,.'lIhllnc.; fcsc~\n.:h ~Int.l 

educatinnni effllrts that i('It'oivL! minority pllp\llutioilS. For cxal1lpk. Ih<:y'rc wutkinl! with 
the Congre.\'s (~r Nolirma! Blad Church\".\ i.\ml tile Natiollal :1.,,\m:iUliol/ ({ mock 
Psychologists on culturuHy appftlpriatC' tli,lh\.:(l.'''; and !\)hli~CO pn;v>.:nlilill inltiativt:s, Ami 
thcy'r;a working with lhe Mil1l.rilY Health I'fj.lfcssions hnilldalion (a t:{lllsortium 
representing II HI3Cl!!O) on SOffie 15 r~sc:Ht.:h PfOj':-I,:t:' hi \h:wtop l.:o:llmunily·has~J ami 
culturally ,"Msitive inili~tivc:,> i.n such ar~"l:\ <I.'> \~~';'llpatiunitl h';,lhll ami S,[r~lY in Inw 
incomtt popufations, violence preventinn and 1~~lrn;ng ,Ji;;.,hUili..::-. ill i!\.:af(~r~llwd youth, 

Fin~lIy. another example is ULtf work with cllllll1l!miliL::-; to rttdlK": :li1.' hu:dcn of cancer on 
minorit>' communities. Thrttugh the;: N:.tli,lnal mad I.cmk:rshir Iniliati\'~ ~II Cane>.;r. 
we've built more than 60 (;ommunity C()ulition:, !h;.H kIVc r~'lchcd 11liL [0 I~ to 20 million 
African Americans nationwide. Th~ goal nr ;.bd1.' ;;i~;dili()ns ic. {n nHlbili~c \;illll.;wr 
PI1:V('1\tif1U and control a1.:tivltlc~ withjn .'\iril.:;.IH !\lI1crlC::'l1l t.:!.lllll!llillillt.·:-, '. with the 
ultimate objectlvt being to rcdllcc cunc..;]' il1(,idcn(;I..' aJ~d I1Wfi;llilY alPJ n:movc hurri\:r:, 
that limit .t\Cric::tn Americ,;\ns' ",cess to qU<t!ily ~·~IIl\:t."r el\l1lml :i.LTvkl';\. 

Q. Uot's the Adminhtratjnn support S,'uMur (;1""00'); hiU In 1.·'(land hunulU 
subJects protections to the private sccto(? 

A. fht: ClintOn Administration hasn't [:!kCJ1 :l pH"iliuJ! l1n ,lIl)' ..pee/lie pwposals at 
this time. but W~ took tt)l'ward to work:ng with kader$ in tli\.! (\I!lgl\.:SS IikL' $'!!!1alor 
Olenn - who hag introd~lct:d ::t bill 10 cxp,lnd pmt":':ltlln tll priv<.ll.4~ n':~I..':Ln;h, Ovcrall, wc 
will be guided by the ~'atinnaf Bioelhies Advi:;nfY COlmnbsion \lntlu:.: IS:':IIC. But S{lll\C 

uf th~ c.ction step:> V\\: anm,usu;...x! IOdny will 1..'lih~Hll.:L' PfI.lH:dill!l \I!' nIl h'lIn:.m subjc.:ts. 
including improving the woy \.vc educaft: Ill.:dical pmr~ssiunab: ill bit1t.:thi<..:~: 11\ 
important th3t the educational pr(l~cs:> b..·jp IIl.."",,,S\.' cllZnsitl,·ili ••::-. III Ib~ illlfxHwncc (If 
protl!cting humans suhjecls. l,md W~ bclh:\'l' thl..' !dlo'>':-.hip prot!-ralll amI the C\.'lih!f !lial 
will he hl,Jih at Tuskegee - us well i:IS th\..· rarm,~r,;hil" 11;;\[ wiB hI: 1~'fiiWd I'n.Hn Lh>lt df"rl 
~ will go 3 long wa]" toward emphasizing lil\.' UI!)lll:,1 ill cthi\.:s ami prill~:pl>!,l\ in twining 
tomorrow's billmediclll re~carchers. 

Q. How many fellows-hips will lUIS llWilrd'! 1·lo\\, much wllllh,' pru~ram (USn htur or-
A. . The detail, <If.1I "rthat arc still being ",orkcd ""', ~e~t~'~i~~bC~'iJ )5~
OLit tn det~td· wh.zn we l11~kc lht: ilnl'iOlH'.f.:<.:IIIt"fil· HI" tho :I!'plll\IIU comnHil1Hy. f.!) 

Conc.:ptuaUy, we're lookins &t a 6,.;lhnN'¥l\ip program that will indudl: ;:t slwn~: .... t'm ~( 
training comptln!;!llt as well. We 'U definitely lI<lv,,: nwr..: !\\ ;j;'ty Ilhnu! Ihis. r14P­
Q, 'What is being don~ to strengthen hiu;.,thic,o; tr"ining'! 
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A, Three of tbe fOllr concfi;.'{c step..:; Ihal klW [\t:l'f1 l!nno~lnr~d h..'l!'! wd.IY to h.,,:Hef 
pmlect human research s:ubjects invQ! .... c .'i(r,',tq.;.i\:~ 10 ImpfPvc bllH... iI:iL)<' l(';li(iing, 

Fir:H, the Cellter for B1oethic;:';;H Tud::cg<.:..: llbi wt: :If>: :Iw;lrdil\g, 11 pl~H11ljng grant fUI will 
.serve a:> both a living m"morial l.md li flu.:::1 ruinl 1"1)f t!b":u,",,i,'n~ ~ihnilt strengthening 
biocthic:s 1mifling throughoUT the: nation. 

S~cQnd, the President has dirt:ct-.;d Secret.lfY !)nlllUl Slwla{:1111 V\flf~ willi priYi.llc InI:Jical 
research organizations to dl.'velop twining m<lh:ri~\ls !(If n':'''t:an.:hcrs that Wt)lIM hdp thcm 
huild lheir work on con; t:thicill prindpk:, of I'::~p\"'ct. justie;: ~1!Hl tllfOftlll.!d Ctll1"Scnt 

We're nut wasting. uny lim.:, W~'rc looking .11 haying lhu:o.t! mall.:ri'lls n.."l{iy in (In(.' y"'iJf. 

Thirdly, we're committing lo ?ost~grildltilll.: 1i..:11....vship:-> in him':"lilil.':', h~ginning in 
Scptt:mber 19()g, with n speci.ul Wmmil1'!h'tll It) rl.'l.'ruiling prnmbillg Arric~'n AOll.'rican 
and otht.:r minority $tudents. 

Tht-'sc Z\jC neW and tungihh: effOrili tbat will hkl1d in with what w\:'I",: ~I!fi.,~dd)' doing in 
human ~ubjccts protection to build un c\"~n Slllm~tl.·r S)'·Sll.'lll to Pfotl."'{ ally flf uti( dlizl.:!ls 
from suffering as the mL!n and families or'r,ISh..:gt:\.· did. 

Q. What will the center ultimately I,;u'" 111111 will HitS fund if! 

A. Thl.! Department is prcpan:d hi nW:lfd up t(\ :h20n,OOO tn ltlskt:gt,;c to Mtpp~.!t u 
planning grant Tl1skcgt!1: University will b.: 'l.-.:I-;~:t.1 h' ~I.:ydop "pial! ami a hudgl.!t fbI" tile 

est:lblishment of a Center for Biot:"thics in R"':o'..'an:11 ~111tll !I.!ulth ('arl.:. {'l,lI1S for [hI! Cl.:Hh:r 
will addf¢$S the crearion of a museum ,:It Tu,..;kt!"et:t~, I\lal"t:lIll:'1; !':n~>ni'- to IW~l\tiJc puhlil: 
education regarding the Siudy and hint'thics; ;\ pldl1 lilf providing tcdll1i... al assiSlnllo..' l,) 

produce euucati-onal materials for puhlic alit! Il(,\!\.:.'.~ion'll ..',III",\!IIII"S: ami a pbn In 

develop partnerships with sthools of medicit!!: :Ind puhlit.: hC~llth ItI pm\fid~ l.~pporillni!il..'s 

for SlUI,!i:nts to receive truilling in bind!!ic), 
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