
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 25, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 	 Paul Begala 
David Dreyer 
Rahm Emanuel 
Bill Galston 
stan Greenberg 
David Kusnet!? ~uce Reed 

FROM: ~	Carter Wilkie, communications Research 

SUBJECT: 	 Adding thematic purpose to our policy agenda 

Given the broad policy agenda pursued over the last eight weeks, 
I suggested to George Stephanopoulos t and he agreed, that it 
would be helpful to list the major themes, or core values, that 
have unified ideas in the Presidenttg past speeches. 

Attached is my first stab at such a table. I would appreciate 
any comments you might have. 
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SUGGESrEO C'HANGESJADDmONS GUIDING 1"HEMESjPRJNClPLES 

REBUILD A.\ffiRICA'S flCONOMY 
hM:st for growth tlDd higIKkill jobe 

iMeet th~ rompttltiOIt 
, Pmpuc for 21St Ce:o:nuy 

PUT GOVERNMENT ON YOUR SIDB 
End trictle 4o'IVn 
Make m:h f*Y lbcir fm &hue: 
Curti oontrol by irIf1ucatiaJ iJ:W6cn 

FIGHTING FOR THE MIDDLE CLASS 
~ middlc ~~ of livins 
Hdp worting pe.opie join middle class 
Doa't kIloW d.itQ< to fotaet the mliidlc dti.s& 

, 
OPPORTUNITY , 
OM: Amerk:ans II chance 

i 
&pand Americans' dw'Iees 

, No more ~0II'n:: (lO your 0W'lI~ , 

RESPONSmu..rrv 
(iQyemMtllit c.rft do it all!or you 
~ ,bwld play by the tufa , 
No tIK\tC $t')'I'Mlhitlg for nothlD, , 
Ri:gbtt carry ~bmticl. i 
Citizenship is a dvk chlty , 

COMMUNITY 
Public pv.tpOIWl ~r I!.&1tOw mtetuU 

, Raton:: boruk tbal C'OtuIect people 
, We're all iA 1M together 

, Deo:lttralize gDftnumml , ~r community bWJdcn;, 
I

I WORK 

I 
Wrntr. hard 10M play by 1M rvlet 

i.,,,,nO .... , 

, The I:'JoetI:t pIIoDik policy iI a job 
, 

i 
PAMILY 
Value tam.ilies with man: than WQtd.s, 
R.et:o&Itize importanc.'l of ramily wiUd: 

FAI'Il! 
Hope CMtr cyalcim , 
Patiem-c C'lA:f dupail' , 

COovittloa ~ ronCiUkm , 

OISClPLL~ 

, Fiscal responsibility 
, R.clln'ellt guyemmeBt ,, 
i Get America',1'Iov$c in m~r 

hie: the~Yt'!er WIlkie 



• • • 

• 

OffICe of the Assistnnt Attorney Genera) 

November 29, 1993 

Mr. Bruce Reed 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Domestic Policy 
The White House 
Old Executive Office Building 
Room 216 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Bruce: 

Thanks for lunch. It was great 

U.S. Department of Justice 


Office of Justice Programs 


Washingum, D, G 20531 

to meet you and Jos~. I was 
delighted that we could discuss your ideas for National Service and 
Public Safety. It was also terrific that We could start exploring 
ways to ensure that the 100,000 police officers will be used for 
community policing. That will be a challenge~ 

As you may have guessed, in addition to the Police Corps, my other 
loves are values education and community service. I hope that the 
violence task force will highlight the need for parents. including
fathers, to care for their children and for schools to engage in 
serious values edUcation. I've enclosed a few pieces I've written 
on these issues. If you think it would be worthwhile to pursue 
this idea,in a more systematic or programmatic way, please let me 
know~ It would be really wonderful if the President could get more 
involved'. in this issue. 

I,hope you had a 'good Thanksgiving. 

• 


< " With warm wishes, '" . 
.,,) . 4 

' 

7(dhr;:b...~/· " 
~ 11' • 

Kathleen Kennedy· Townsend 

Special ~ Assistant: to the,~ Attorney General 
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Not Just· ".' 

Reada.ndWrite, 
But Right and Wrong 

Our schools need to teach values, too 

by Kathleen Kennedy Townsend 

In tl $ubuman high schoors c:rowded cbauioom. .. The $tlJd):~ludtd. "Young people hJve teamed 
8""'P oflUll......plained 10 me why drugs II< diffi 0011 baI( or America's ttofY•••ltMy) ~ hotiO!i$ 
cult 10 contro!. "Youscc, Mrs. T~ wbeI: lfyou of A~'$ unique cbartt'tU that empbaslu (tee
WVif a new pair of Reeboks.? YQ(J: couJd teU drulS dom and license slmos.1 to the complete c)t.tlusion of 
and make $250 in .n afternoon. It'•• lot easiu and servitt or pmticipation•••tbey faU t() pen:dve • need 
<juicku than W<'ttkin& al McDonald'$. You"d have to 10 recipt0c8(e by exercl$ln~ IDe dudes and respon$i~ 
wotk f~ 8 whole wetlt." bilities ofgood rltlzcnshfp." 

In my work belping t~ers. I've wal);:l:d into 

(:ountlC'S$ hlab. schools; where J could have filled • 
 Thomas's promises 
gamr.e bas: with the ua~h in (he halls... Yet I OI1cl)l 

beef l~~(:hcr' addna studenls to piclt up the Whill: ills U$.)' Cfl()Ugb to bbme this problem on 

,a.mafl;e-or fcUing them net {O lIue.r in the fint the "'me-ism" of the 1«.agm.)"C4n. it"s time 10 rewg~ 


place. nile IhaI its a/sCI the tcsult ofJI!/i~rol(' ('dllCl1titma/ 

Of course. many studenl$ Obey ft\¢ law. Mlly away policy. One princiP<'1 I know ~.. b for ~, !'hany 

from drugs. and pe.tfonn selOess acts; they lutor. ,ethers. "Schools," $he Iitl)'s, "ctMOt impose dut.lC$ o'n 
.' work witb 'he ddedy. or run antidrug c:ampaigm, Blat the St1.K'klltS, Student' come froID different b.ack~ 

(00 milfl)' lacic. _ sense ofduty 'Q ~ "4rgercuMmuni1y. el'OUl'ld$, Ttqt have different standards .... 
A 6.urve)' recently condu«ed for People (or the i'wic.e .I,,~ 19811he Maryland DcpartJU~t of 

American Way askt'd JUSI over 1.000 Ameri<.:ans be- Educadon hu salt out questlonnal~ to lOCAl edU(_· 
tween )5 and 24 u.1tat go~l$ they c:onsldercd Jmpor~ don &:putrne.nts soliciting opinion/; ,about vlilues ed
lant. 'ibree limes. as many wCC(ed C(tfeeT ~~s lIS llcalion. The answers arc typiCAl of tho$e found
chose community ~~whlcb fmlshed dc.d last. ll<fi)U W United Stales. Many respondents were in
Uflly OflIHhird $~id they eQUid counrenano:: j4ining different. simply stating lha. • ..alues education is "in
II\¢ milhary or \;'{orl.ing on 8 polilical ~amJntign. Our- hcn=nt" in teaching. Olher answers were more hos
ing otle focus group interview for the fifudy. "orne lil;::; "Specific fr.aining it'! valucs is a flew 
young people wct'C 8sked (0 na~e qualities that make <1evel0pmelll whkh we 40 nol consider 'esse01ial," 
Ibis (;Qunt')' lipe('ial. There was a limS silence \uuit IitId -A special effort woold QUSC irouble," , 
onc young man came up 'with ~~ afl~Wer: "ClIbte The e<rnsensllS of the high ;.choolleochm and ad~ , 
TV.... . '. ' mWs(nuotS panklp3dng in a curricl.!'lum workshop J 

'. "'.' ,:.:" .... ,:, ~ .' ',' . :~.. ~, . ' ,'. fatl laS! $.uoWl)er $.1110 it lin: "Values-we clln'. get 
" , K"lht~~ K..",;nJl T_..;;;;"::J:'~',.s tlltll,;'F"¥TU"I Ifj M<I~'!;Jld:j': ~l1\o" th.~.;::'.:_ ..' : ," ..' '. ;.::,': ':" ..~.,':::» :<.' '~ 
.. d(j{g,,~d io!d fludmlJ h ... oIwd {It ~''''(I>' unin'. ':. ..'. ,',:'!;'.' $<:11001$ across Amefl<:& hAve "'tmply refused to 
_." :< ,;:~:~,:,~/,,,:_:;:,,:,,,~:.~.:~ :': ;'.~< .: ";:~~': "..,... / '-,:":> ;": : .y"~ <~::'>~';~;;'~"" . . ': .7:.\', ,',,' :;". , ; :': ': 

., .' ...• ....... , "~-''-," .........._.. . .. ,.......... 
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- cab tapoftsibilhy for the charact:er of Ihdr students. 
1bcY. ~ «heIr bands of the teachiftg of Wtuef do-' 
ina liale: to cn::Me an'~nviJ'Ontneru ~t teaChes ddt-

. 'dren the im~ of 5ell'-ditd~~ne. obligation. ana 
dvic particlpadon. At. ¢at; ~ mini"" ";11;( say$. 
""1be:tr: is QO right or wrong answer to any question or 
,.,a1ue." . . , . • , 

.•s. it ,any .urprl$~ .th1lt ttudenl$ te-nd lo.,ree? 
1bc:$t:: da1$ it .ft.CMllhty·r¢'. ,,11 rcladviirs. A:I;t)U'I» 
tioo of high $ChoOt IntervI.:w$ qu.otet one 11th-grader 
as ~. -what Me pcn.on fuino iE bad or wrong. 
uothec person might think that It b eood or right. , 
4cm*ttlt1" morsb $bould be 18.l18ht because II would 
eaOM more connIcls at.d men up the student's 
mind," One of Mr da$$mru:cs adds. "Moml vah.lC$ 
cannot be taught and people must leam wtu:t wod:;s 
fot Mn..lit othef word!. 'Wh3leVer ,m )'0\.1 mrou,h 
_ nt,hr. it', :driPL'" 

Now~ It', obvious mat the public "boob are ., 
tictJlsh arena for ill$dUing "Ilues. Our pJuralistic so-
del)' is jU5dy wcmied about p.uty lines of an)' kind. 
Thal means thM «:Iachins valUC$ 1ft tbe schools
~ as an Integral p$f of the traditional ctasw: 
or u a "P'(Ultto eoutK-requltcs subtle ,kills and 
raJ aeMldvhy 10 JO.tdcnI and community need$. Of 
eoutSc. famUb end ehUl'l~hc;.hould. play Apm. bt.tc 
oellber an:: as slJ'Ol'I.g Of drcctf~ u; the)' wtte a gm
erdoa ego. Onl)' the scMots ate guatt.nteat to tet II 
mot It kids. 'I11l1's why th~ir eurmn fumbUng of 
G)'lhing: smaekinJ of rigbt .nd wrong i$ $0 dUb
trous. 

1 ,I 

..: ',The impQ.u~ of ceaching values in aho "hoots 
y..1S barely mentioned last t,!.U at the. wvc:adon 
5tlR)f!lit ~ over ,by George Bush at the Univer
sity of .V.ttginia.. The met::ti", was dominated by talk 
of fcdetaJ funding and dru8. C#ucation. The unduly. 
ina valu~ of American edocarion-en-obsta
clc to the inteUiseo, LISe of scarce' resources I!U'Id 
a NOJ canse of drug problc:ms-re8:l1y 4idtl"t,com.e 
up. . ., 

Sueb • Cl,t(iou$: ovorslght At ~ JeUc:rwcrs 
schooU letferson {ougbt for public: cduceJion bec.tuse 
he belkvcd dw tho dtizen~. VlrtUe is the foundation 
-or dcmocraey. Only "irtuo,,"'11 e;ldzeftS. be kncw, 
would tt::dlit private ,ain for 1M pubUc good, And to 
know the publiC good, you have to study literuUre. 
phUosopby. bi&tory, aM ~nglon. 

For mMj y~ Jefferson's wisdom about «Iocs.· 
rion prevllilec1. James Q. Wilson anribuC,C$ AnU::riea'$ 
low Ir:vel of crime during the 19th centttl)' to the cf~ 
fom of edueaton to instill self4isc:fpline. "In the 
1330$'" he explains, "crime: began to rise rapidl),. 
New York hM more mur4ers than London. c~n 
thoUgh New YOlk was oldy allny fraction of the 5iz;c 
of L..ondoo. HOW¢VCf. I'lI.fhcr than relying on police 
for«$ or other iovemme:Dt ~ the eiti.:tens 
conc:eo.tt'\lte:d on cduatloo. 

"'SunQy seb001s W'Ct'e ~ it was an all4ay et~ 
fort 40 provide ~n in morality. H\lQdon in 
~Iry. In dec:en<:y. in following rul«, and 40
oeptina uspon$lttllhy. In bdng c(merous.. In being 
kind 

1 I 1 

20th Annual 

POIlTICAL BOOK AWARD 


E#dt ~Th~ Wa.1'Aington MfHfIhly prc;erm its PolitiC#! llook Award «) the book ptlbilsbed within 
the put year .hat bMl. uuminelo the people .nd instiwdom m.c govern America. If yoo WOQld like to 
nominate a. book, pare send two copies to: 

BOOl<AWARD 

The Washington MQRfhty 


16" Conne<;tlwlAve. NW 

Washington. DC 2()()(l9 


Nomina{ioO$ (:lose January 20. and doe winner wi!! be announced in the March issue. (P1~ note 
thI only book:. pubtb.hcd in 1989 at'<' ~JtgibJe,) 

.'. .' . :;;~>:.:->."~~'.r'<"1---.· ,,: .. .. :::' -, .""- . ':, 
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1be ptoe;e$$ was 'FlO ~Ul that In the ~ me.n!S, ofcullutal anthropology and the pub1~lon of 
half (If the 19tb cenu.ay. deSpite utbanludon. ~(e studies of dis!anl cuJtuJ'es b)' Margaret Mead and 
the en!.'lfmOQs influlO into this c.ounuy of bmnigrant,i Roth 8('rtedkl populariud the idea Um ell vmues; are . 
from forels" countries all over Europe. de.spit.e the c:ultW1illy ~etmnined JUld lienee ~hrti'V<:-
widening clll$:i dcaveg¢$. despite the beginning (}f an 
industrial proletWat. despite an those thll\gK 'I'o'hich Take my wife
(cxrbookri l0d4y teadt lit c:a\l$C crime 10 go up. crime 
went down. And it wertl down insofar u I. tIt an)' In 19$1 the Ctilfotn1a State A$$Cl'l'\bIy ~ 
hislomn. em td1 because this: etY'ott 10 Admiwte the ., bill \bat $opened out vatUes that ;bQuld be Included 
elide of·:£clf-cMtt91 for wflat ~peared to be the in public school InWUCtionat rMte.riab..A.rnoog 1hose 

One widely used 

teacher training guide 

states: "'The method 

recommends that 


no moral judgement 

be made by the 


teacher.... [lIt is . 
entirely possible that 
children will choose 

not Ito develop values.• 

¥lIlue$ were; honesty. ac.c:¢pt.anee or te~poM1Wllt.Y, 
"'peel f., .he lmIividuolhy of0Iheri, _ for m. 
teJponsibility inhmnt in being a parent or in • posi
tion ofauthority. ~ role of the WOti: dhk in achlev
iog person.! ,oals. *lniver~ value, of ri&bt and 
wrong, mpec1 f(lf property. the imporumee of Ine 
famity unit. aod the tmpomntt of teSpocl for lbe 
law. 

1M blll was defeated, 
How have we ~ the point where a II$( of ba

'iic values Uke lhat is considered Un$tdtilbJe (or 
sdloolsl 

Umil ~ MlIIue" schoots taup. values more be
cau$C of hlf.bits bn:4 in the 19th C1UltUfy tN.1't becau.Re 
of c:ontdous inte.JSectual commitment. Thc:re: wm: 
few c:oun;d: or books in edl.atkm schoots about Ih¢ 
teacl\ing ofvalues. 'That changed with the (:ivil rights 
and·antiwar movements.. which challenged. the 014. 
va1\te5 Nl itnm«81. One i.mmedlote CQn9Cqttenoe ~$ 
m. ril< of. new Ihcory of mom dev<1opmen<. c:aUe<I 
""values cluifK:ation"': It's: wrong for teochm 10 en

emeraing ethic: of seff-e"prCS5iott succuded." In ~ any VJdues; IiU they can do is help Au4cnq. die
1830 the Ilv.:rage AmcnQln dr:ank 10 ,allons of dls~ «Net dtdf own. 
tilled liquor;& )Uf. J!y taso, it was. dOWh 10 two. One widely used teacher {faining &nidc. V.,lu~s 

The flavor of fbi$: 19tbwCef\tuty Ilpproach 10 cduc.a:· ond Teaching by Lout:,; Raths, makee no bones about 
lion Is pres1irved today in many state con&rltutiM~ 'this.: "The idea that we should use all We I'¢$OUI'(::C$ 

North DakQU:', is. typical in declaring (hat publle available 10 us to produce • omain kind of character 
1Chool, .'hould "empha5ize .11 branche, or know}·, is :repulsive.. We: bcli~ th;n each persoa hu to wrest 
edge that lC:Ila to impress upon me tnind the impot- his.own yaJuea: from '" evaibbk .t.na)'••••We m: 
WKe of0'Ulhfd1ness. tempc:tabOe. purity. pt.Iblic spit. eoneemed 'Whh me. JITOC"' or v.Mag and: not the 
h. and ~pcet for bonest labor of every kind," in produa.: .•The medlod rn«m'Imends. that no moral 
c:urrem: educational jargon, this approacb is called judgment be made by the tea(;ber..••It .should be ~ :. 
"values inculcAtion.... Cft!asingly dear that the adult. does not force hh own 

The inct.llCAtion consensus '6tmed to bn:ak down pel, ".1ue$ upon children. 'What he does is create con· 
around the .start of the 20th cenmry. Scim::e gained ditions that eid children in finding values. 1/ Ih~;y 
gruter respect on One hand. and on the o1het hand choose It) dO's(I. When operating with the values tho
athol,!! bishops and cxmservatlve c:vangeUf.ts den1ed ory. it is ~ntinly pouiblt: 11u:: dtildren wilt c1u.wse 
thai rnonl1 ins1ructlon could be <:arrlc4 on apart from nollO de1Y/(Ip vaiua."" (Emphasi£ added,) 
religion. Science empttames testing. experience, re- And~inculc:Ation ~xtbooks- are typically $tOCkpiles 
liance on what works.. not. absttacf notions of righ1 of dassroom q~t.ions .and dilemmas, Tbe following 
&nd wrong. And erlU('ation waf inOuenctd by the u2Imple intended for high $Chool students comes 
pragmatism of William James and John D<:wey. from Hy{lQrhcrlcol DUt:ntmlJ~ IQI' USC in M~41 Dil~ 
which rejected metaphys.ical notions of human co/)- cussio(ls, a 19"14 book prepan:d by the C¢nk:. f1,lr 
~\lC~ ". '. ~'~',:.' .'............:~-.( ...,~, "." .'~. ,' ..•~•.• ~ora1 Development ~t l~arv.a~d~. .: ,..',:, '.:: ;<,::,:,~", ~,:.. 
,;. In adolllOri, the cSla~h5hmem of college d'.'lparF,.; ,',; "A number of m~mro CQuplto$ who kn~w cacti ' l 

http:c:vangeUf.ts
http:becau.Re


gtan Monthl~ TEL Nn.202-332-S413 
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,gf9!JP .tQ be ~v\;d. oDe (if theai ha(to.~ throwrt 
foucxual in~rse). TheGOl-lp1eS lived in the $amc' 'oYe,bo,,:rd~:E.,eh 'I'hident m'uit ju~ii()' why 'he 
netahborhood and knew each ~ quite'~tl. 'Thif 'shOuldn·. be'ihe"one. 'finally: the' tud$ vok: to detide 
were people in their late thirt~ ~e<Uiy' f~ics..''1''b.Cy'·.' "':'~. gc;hi !oSsCa '~t 'Aftei' 'tl\e vet<:, Ihe'studentS.'dir 
fdlUke they WQuld Uke to have Dew sexUal C£perl~ . cun the value's implicit in the ({(!Cum "-'.';. ' 
~. They fdt am after being n\amed fof.~ I~ns: 
and having nx whh the u,!'"C person. 'sex had be~. 
eome quite dun. .."~ 

"l) If aU the couples ~ to it.. ""ould it be at· 
riIht tor them 1Q-CNut~ IJlIl'tncn? Why Or why non 

""2) RCCCfltly ~ Ju..'fC ~ • number of ·swap.. 
ptq:' cues ~portt;d In the new~. The public.. 
reaction is vet)' ncptiw. WIt)' do yOd 1hln):: people 
JQa this way1 Do you asree or di~ with mcm'? 
Otve R'",~n', 

.,) If the roupb had children. would this make 
tdty <fiffaen~? What effect do you think 'swapping' 
would have on the children? Wtm could some of £be 
potllive effi:ets be1 

"'4) \Vhal cootd some of the negatIve efftott::u beT' 
¥ollld CIQrf/kan(1li: A HdnJbook for Tftach~rs 

444 SnuklflS by Sidney Simon-t. higb·JC'bo«)I lext 
dw: h.., I()kl 500.000 copies-hu the (oUowing 6

~tse: Have Ihe stu4ents sit in a t:ltc:1e and pmtcnd 
Iba1 ~y are Oft • life raft and that in order for the 

. In ~ '12tb"tradc ·Classroom. a ',-oUQ& ~ Ul\~ 
comfortable with the eiuclJe' said he'd jump over~ 
bomi. one ~;m .hardly 'blame' him for "wanting out. 
ThC ~i$4 make$ ~~orr;. about ~ value 
(If their lives lxtt absbtins from reassurina them abwt 
it Whai could be 1nOtt d~i.ve than that? JlaJher 
than $pCt1dins; Jlt'CC101.j~ school time havin;: the SlU
detus oonsldet ways to,bulld a c~rnunby. lea.cbers 
are ham" them debate -wife·swappiQB and decide 
who to kill. 

Surveys and h:sucllen have alencd us (I the 
shocking inadequacies of AmeriQtl students' ba-sk 
kQOw)edgc. In our public ~hoo1s. the atmospf\erc of 
confuUKI ~gte(;( fQl\leJ'Cd by v.sue$ c:)l&rific4tIQn 

,IUrTI$ thi, factWlll igncunce into a. 1t1OrIsl wa$lellll\d, 
In a recent iUrYCY of ArAeric&'l $i.l.ldenl$~ knowledge 
or hlsloty. ODe girl's aMWe'f to "When W1t$ the CiVil 
Wart'" was.,don't know and I don' care... 

One or two glatlCe:S at her ~tbooks: and you tan 
begin to see wily she feels lhac way. There is little 

BlACK 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
INAMERlCA 

SheUey Green & 
Paul Pryde 

·;.~.t.;;;.~<:;~~:~~'~: .':' 
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tht:tt of hiotorial controveT'$ics. oonflkts, ,lories. or 
tragedies. Utcle th~ to eng.ge the "~t. to dis
turb. to make lIer think, to excite bet. 10 make her 
dream. Tha1's an been bl&ndcd out. In TrlW'l'lph oftM 
Amnican Nation. one of the moQ: widely used high· 
school history textbtxJkt.. a te,,{ that People- fot the 
American Way c;.11£ '+&tU»tandve and wen~wriuen." 
MJl'tin Ludter Kin, if described as leading the .Mont~ 
gomcry bus boycott in response to di~rimination 
agalnst bI..all, bu€ lht.re is f'I() sense of who be is. of 
how he ~lJ'!'te to belit:I/e in nonviol~ of the pro. 
foundly religious and 'Pirlrual person dm he was. In 
tbil boot. racial discriminlitkm. i:t de$crlbed lUi .. legal 
jDue: resolved by the 1964 CM1 Rl,hu Act. 

Equtlly dishlrbing is the J.hort shrift tucla \moks 
.ecord George: Wuhington, Abraham Lincoln. 
WoodtQV.· Wilson. and FranlUtt ~ One high
school (C.'dbook finds h fit l!' spend tWO pa.ee$ on the 
use or wz.t« riSht$ during the Civil WII. but otren no 
anaJysii "f I..lneoln. And tcXdxlQk$ ~ the Pil· 
grinn as "people who bike I..~ Irlps.' In fad. x
~ording to Paul Gagnon, • Univcnity of Mas. 
sad'lu$.C:tU. hlSlCl')' ptofU£OC1 in "C¥C't'1 one of the five 
..... popoIarh~_t hIstOJy ............ _ j, 
gIv<o 10 Andrew Carnegie ...s Jolla D- Rockdcll... 
tb~n to Abr:abam UnreIn. Unte b said in ~ 
book-< 1Ihoo. !he d«p<r """""" of cJ>....." in Wil, 
son end FDR. their l>ac:tgrounds. or their poUtfcal 

, , .. , . and religiou$ principle" 
1'>;:";""::;"":: 

Parents are for Nazis 
A lC~cher'~ glli4t put OUt by the National Edu<;a. 

non As~ocltl(iOIl favors valQe$ -etarific.lion over chat· 
.au incukMtion. It c.ondemM"anernpt$ to incuk;ate: 
a 5Cl of Civ(n ~. e,g, the Boy Sequt code. • .• 
Thi$ approach bas often been used by people ldvo
~i.ng II 1itritlgeot adherence to wbhe middle-dau 
vaJues-as they 1hetnselveg choose to interpm ,hose' 
utUC$." The guide sWCS. "AU of die 8Utban: in \hi$ 
vo1~. the editor. aM the Nad;;nW E4uaUon AW:>
oia.1ion. have eh~ to help studenu discover theIr 
option!', envjsion lU:ely consequences. then m·a};e 
their (WIn choioes !bout what i5 good and honorable 
M(tt than trying to Instill a:tLi\ln *conec:,' values." 

A teCd'lt article by a philosophy profusor named 
Get.1d Pa~c in U/l.ct1tioffQl katkrship, tM prind~ 
pal publka,i(\n of 'he 9J,OOO·membc:t Ac;<;ociid<m 
for Supervi.t;:ion and Curriculum Deve)or~e:n', at~ 
u.;:ks e proposal for teaehing l:I1tditiona! va'ues on the 
grounr1l£ that their applicalion may ha~ Jinle re1e· 
Vllnce to mOdem life. For example. Paske argues that;" 
the value of "honoring elderly parents" mll)' have bad; 

port. and ~g tt;eir lives•••W<luld today be: in
4ppropriAt¢., ()r~ impossible. and freqUUld,. inhu,,: 
mane. The mtroductitln of reliretnent programs. atJd 
Sodal SuurJ1Y. the: dispel'5ion of family mcmben 
thI'ou#toUl tbe nation. and the- gte&t il.dV&AOC: in modi; 
ca) lec~ogy have &Cnlmlted many cilUa1ions in 
whidt the traditiona1 conduel would fNitrate rather 
than p:romt'l(edtc honori~of<nie'$~" . 

In another .article in the wne issue. Roben Pri~ , , " 

tnae'kt an edueation profe$$Of. condemns tbe Mea of 
lCadUne ehanscter in these words: t<AJ;s:tnne fot the 
coomcnt thar the schooJ:t ••• accept dle notion of the 
,reo.t vaditkm in education am.d they begin ieadting 
p4;oQlism. H(JW do they distinguish amon, paui<l
USlTIlI? 11 must be poinle4 wt that •.• the leacbtng of 
tbe great ttadition by indod,rirtation chllJlKtcriu41ht 
<k:rmm sdtooJ '~em during much of its history pd. 
or to the Nari tUc-over and ect't:!Iin1y during the Nt2.i 
takeoVer iuelf." 

'Tlte.se amunents are lypica1 of the ideas your chil· 
dren" t.eachetl:m tntinod on, Do we ..lIy Walil our 
kids to reyile tbe Boy Sccut~ .bandon farru1y tle1. 
and believe chat cbmdc:r.wUding is for Nan.? 

A re«~ ankk in rM NntI Rqltbllc by David 
HamikM dest:ribes Boston Uni~" ~ of 
the OH:lse. $("nool 'ystc::m. in which ,he neweSt 
bulldlng dalcs from 19)0. Jell tHn half the aititb 
~ pus state-mandated ltSit$ (*$ compared to a 
'19 pe1'OetIt pass nt£e ,tetcwldc). and 52 percent MVU 
complete hts::h sChool: the ,.ystcm ba$ one (If 11K:: 
lligltesl ",t\ldenl pTCgnamy niles in the ~tc:. With all 
dlc$.e probkms i¢ be solved. Hamilron is worried be:~ 
caUS( BU', president John Silber wants (0 cmphasiu:: 
"moral education," a propm of tca<:hin& $tUdcnts 
~SPCCt, courage, empathy. and integri'Y. Hamilton 
am, 4>wm the <:::ht\)5Q s¢hools t¢;.aCh unwed preg~ 
IWIt tccsllgm, Iluu abortion is immoral1 Moral cdu.
wicn could w<U become II euphernlsm for jn$t:ruc
don io (Silbu's) particular _brand of m~r81 
<;«uuvati«n,"lsn', it alarming INt dle fear of mOral· 
guidance for $Iudenu: runs that de¢p'1 So deep \bat it 
surf.eel ~tll where it's. obvious the tad of values is 
Mving the mOS1 mi$ef..bk COMequen<:cs. 

11K major criticism or not teaching values is vuy 
limp\e: There ar(t "orne v~lue.<J.: that ,~chc.rs $Mutd 
affinn. Nor all vetoes· are the same. My dauglttCJ i. 
(be o:lly girl on her soccer tcam, and recently some 
of the boys on the !earn ~pil at her, The cOllch 
si:\culdn', have the bO)'$ justify their llctions, He 
f;hould have them :step. He should. make sure Ihey 
t::now they weu:: wfong. Th::t"S wItar he should do, 
\\lI'1t he actually did tells you a lot about the schoole, 
,odIY: H~ did rlQ(hing, . 0 

eon$¢'~uern::e!> becAUse "5ueh thinss lIS taking them ~,'> . .. .,:. . 
int<,) our homel:, providing for their eooMmie $u1>-;' This is rhr firM oJtwo 4fti"les all uachittg W1lu~$." .' 

~..... _._'".,_..., . '. .._ ,-,·: •.,'::;~, .• :,.·,.:;.:,' •. ;;~._,•...·.,""t:.;.'
," .--....,~"-. - . "" ...... - •.. 
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'WhyJ6hnn' 

, Can't Te 
Right from 

Wrong 
The most important lesson 

ourschools don't teach 

by Kalhleen Kennedy Townsend 

, ,:' "~ 

"W'hat would yo.like to "" when 
" , you graduate?" a.l::ed • grade 

, school teacbe; of her s!Udents i. 
a Baltimore County classroom I visited recent~ 
Iy. Ayoung man raised his hand; "A pimp, 
You can make good money." The teacher then 
turned to • female student and asked, "Would 

, 

you work for him?" "I guess so," the young 
worn"" replied lethartical!y. 

In my five years in the Maryland Depart

ment of Edueation, I've heard hundreds of 

similftt stories~rueful teachers' lounge chron· 

icles of abject moral collapse by children bare

ly old enough to make grilled cheese sand· 

wiches by themselves, But these days you 

don ~t need to work in' education 10 hear such 

mind~numbing tales. TUm on the rv news and 

there you have it; Our schools are hotbeds of 

violence. vandalism. and unethical behavior. 

Recently we've beard of a student·run LSD 

ring in one ViQlW, school and the bartering of 

stolen college entrance exams in one of New 

York City', mos. selective high schools. Sixty

one percent of higb school students ••y they 

cheated on an eXam during the pa$t year. Na.. 

tionwide, assaults. 011 teacbers are up 700 per

<en! since 1978. Each month 282,000 $ludents 

an: attacked, And for the first time ever, the 

risk of violence to teenagers is greater in 

,school than on the strCCts. 

Obviously, we~ve got a problem here-a 

problem not jllst of violence. but of values. 

Plain and simple~roany of our kids don't seem 

to bave any, or at least any of a socially con~ 


.truetive kind, But wbat to do .bout 12-year

old aspiring pimps and cheaters? You might 

thinl:., Uie solution lies with that ~fami1y valM 


ues" constituency. the Republicans, Yet 8. yeaI' 

of podium-thumping in favor of "values" by 

the Bush adminislration was not backed by a 

KruMm. K'~~J;r:;.;;;~~~d~, qf .~~ i44.,:-I Srud<~t 

$<tyk~AtliMct n/tlre M.vykm.i fkpo;lrt!1U'I'//.'" U~. 
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5lnsle lX)n«de phm of accion. In his lolU yelU'$ as Teaching these sorts of va]u« doc« more. th.n 
president, ~rgc BU$h offered nothing more sub- yield heart-w.arrt'1in8 anecdote, of students heJpm= 
sWith.1 tbaQ Q PR $tunt-his tbou$Ud Points of old: bldjes &aosi the dtCC1. It brlnp ~e 
Uebl Foun4Ation. Still, al least the llepubJ.Ic:ana have lmpro""""'" '" \be lives of <h!ldtto .and oheIt famI
been willing to toli: about va'l1,IC$. Fat an oflUn Clin~ lies. A 5urve)' of 176 sclIooJs ,thll hJvc adopted a 
ton's 12·poinl plans. he, bl\1 yet to come up with A, values cufriculum found that:n perunt reponed • 
tpec:ifle lIa1d. (Qt tcttoring Veluet,' . deete.se in' disciplifle probkms. 68 pe:tocnt boa$ttd, 

TO u.p1ain etvay that omimon. Democrats: argue an inc1use' in attendance. and 64 pc:retJlr :thowtd • 
that tW: ultimate respoMibiUty for inspirit'c vallie' de¢rcase in'vandalism. ThtcG yean vter (be ladcie 
tiC6 nQt with the 8QVet'nlnerttt but wilh the (omit". A Robinson Middle School in New S,ven. Conne.ct.i
.day.in one 6f the natioo's public: schools might wcll cut. initi~led a values currieulum. the number of Itllw 
ConvilKC ~be average citiun tim thoie Democratt dent pregnancies went from l6 to uto. Afler the 
need a tcaJiry cheek. Face it In IN'DC bot:ft.is, paret'Itl M«Win Ek:rnentat)' Sdi:ool lu lrv.'indale. California. 
simply ann'( psragons of civic: or t4liea) virtue. If instituted Ii ~~u educ&ion progrmt" damage dllc 
WI; rdy Of! the family akme (0 ih$tiU,"'J.iueJ. we win ~o vandalism was reduced fl'om $25,000 1.0 $500: dis
fait As one :U-)'ear-old CJ;<OD aai4. "Kids grow up ciplinuy "'on ~ by 80 _ .nd--«>\lld 
with a f.mu or an uMle ~ is tt>bbin& st~. They it be?--acadtlnic tcst scom, went up. 
figurc, 'If my ralhcr em do it. SO un 1:" In other T*hinJ value$ )60 cJC'JU1y wotdllhe trouble. So 
homes. patehl.$ siJnpl,)' aua', arQund, In a .m" Qf wby Is "values education" still one ofeducation'. l» 
...,... worub<>ps sponsored by Cho Marylond ..... ~ "op<:hildron? Why is II thafscllools ohat DOW 
govunment. high school students sucgcste4 • num teaI:h "aluq: are rare-rnou o1\eQ lMepende:nt effCItU 
I><f of <Olutlo", ohoy Ihougb, _ help oh<m """" by one or IWo iJl$~ *e:atots1 ~UW!. d~te 
\llithstand the endsoclal ~s that buffet'tbem. the fMilly valdes cbit~ thert;., been DO political or 
While much or_, obey $<dd ..... ~ popullU' c:on$CD5US that values sbwkt be Il$ rnueh • 
information ..bout dnJss. great.u SNdent pmtkipaUoo part of the currkulwn as: re.ading aDd writing. We 
in tclmo' and county dec:islON-one WC$ a teat eytr need a more Of.s:;mi2:cd tpprQaclt. If we m rwSy 10 
opener: They asked that thejr par¢ntl have dinner instill a sense of values in A~'$ youth, ;t will 
with them more ofwn. ttke .. concerted effort by both pollticallcadQ and 

UltirtUtely. ~ goal 6'hould be to belp p~ ra.!\Iie edu~Ol'S (0 make j, happen. 

kind and taw-abiding <:bildren. But how do we get 

Ibere? Wby not {Urn 10 the one in$1.ltuaon that sees 
 Selective servicethe ptublern more closely than any. and that lOllches 
dtildt(o,n on .I ~£U1at and lUstamed basj$~ Ih.e pobllc So where to begin? How Jboul with a notion rete
r.chool. Why not leach vtlllCS in sdloo!1 gated to the back burner .in the set·it~whileMYOU-can 

&efote you dbmiss this sug:gesUOll as 8 WIlliam eighties: ccmm~nity~. Scrvtng ~ 1$ held in 
Bennertesque ploy \0 end ~lIs for mOJe ~l re~ such low regard IIm()J'I& our )'Duth that 60 pe:rt:ent of 
SQUrct$. addjtkil1al jobs programs. or parental-leave high school mlde.nts said in • recent S\l.f'V¢y they :dm~ 

Jeg;sle.tiotl-$.ll worthy goals-hear me out. Te.aeb~ ply would not be willing (i) ><vo1llnteer to serve 'their 
ing v<llue$ d~s flot mean using the classroom to corumuM)' for a year," ThaI'$: a ~ble figure 
ptub It pani<:;tdu poiot of view on any polide:al iJ~ bt)( only be¢au&e lK\ m<\t'I)' &tQt't willing to ~ but 
sue-say, abortion or tbe dutb penalty-that flu because fiO many of rhose who ~ negatively 
worked ils wily to th~ COfe of _be values debate, ha\le neVer $t".fVed to ~gin with. The student.5' di6~ 
WC"te nOl even taiking about school prayer or re~ , taste- (or &el'Vice (".Quid lqely be a distaste i'or the un· 
quirin, dte Pledge of AUes,iance. Jt', much simpler knowe. But when ,rodent$, ~e uposcd to this un~ 
than that: Teaching values J1U';aos quietly belping wwn---d\rougb activities weh as: tutoring, vidting 
lids (0' jearn honesty, responsibility. re&p¢ct for oth· the elderly. reh<\bilitating homeless sbelters.lobbying 
en. Ute importance of ~ng one'. communlt)' .and fOT new la'VJS---their reaction is apprtci~bJy different. 
IUltior.--ide.als which have s;ufficiently ~mi'kmd np- Alethea Kalandros. as a ninth~gr.u:Je student in 
peal to' S<'IVC ~s the founding and guiding principtt.$ Baltimore County. missed mou,i than 10 dl.lYs; of 
of this cOMtry. In (be sdmol$, vall1~6 e~lIcation'-' school end was tcropted to drop out. The Tlcxt year 
mean~ ies&oRS about friendship and Img((, stealing~ Ahe missed ,>1.'0 days of school. \f,lb.at bapperv.d? She 
and responsibility. simply bcin, polite. respecting: enrolled in a protram that allowti her to volunteer fl;t 
ottlen;. ~Ning the needs (\( those wbo may be I~ ," the Maryland School for the Blind. "It gives me a 
for1nnale-:-all Jesson$ $<idly ab$eru from today's C1lr-', r~ to come 10 schoot, .. she lVI}'S, Alethea is part 
rit:uh.lm. i :.1', J> " " . -, ,.. ', .. ", (lr Maryl;m.d·s piont.ering effort in Promoting com.. 

http:rit:uh.lm
http:Jeg;sle.tiotl-$.ll
http:bot:ft.is
http:deete.se


offered by only Ii C<luplc of 5Chools. MtII)'land. tIter 
~. ,'beolcd -... 
to R:lql,lin: an blSh school students 1(1) perform COtn« 
municy.service In order to graduAte. SlI.rtift8'"Md 
year. aJl studenu cfitmng 
the ninth tnde must com
ptete 75 hOlm> at sCfVice 
or tluse$ which irtcorpo
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munlty r;ervke, What the program l$ DOw voluntarl1y , ·dime. Of course. that doc~n~t mean all service pro
gra:.ms an be run '" efficiently. but it does show that 

reeently bectIm< the r......... "••t",." be kept low. .... ;. ." 
.•,·Beyond ~ the argumcilts against service be.. ':'. 

come tnote ~ The ~dent of the MuyJand 
Te.cbers Ass<Kialion. fot 
eXllm'pJ~ •. called the pro
posod "'enforced It'rvitude" 

. and claimed that it vtolat
rat•.••,.;.. ,.10 the I.,: Asurvey of 176 scllools that have cd the l1Ii......1h Amend· 
.son. web u aImUn to.$Ung menlo 'A'bat'$ really both. 
i. a. CDvito.m••tal adopted a values curriculum found .rin, Ihe .duc..ors? 
COurSe or wthina: about Probably the fact we the}'

",ils to the e1d<rly in.. that 77 percent reported a decrease would b. ,equir<d to 
English class. As PUI of chuge their teaching 
the program. studems Me I di I ,. bl method•• Alii Pat Me. 
'equlted to ·pr<pare lIJ\d n SC P IRe pro ems, earthy. vie"'pmid,m or 
tefllX:t.- This means. {Of" the Thomas IeffeROn CeD
ins...... compleme.ting 68 percent boasted an Increase in Icr. a non.profit round.
worklllg in • lOOp kitchen lion specializing in values 
with leami., abo.t the attendance, and 64 percent showed education. uY" "Tb, 
1Q0li( COtnmon (:auses of biggest impedjmeDt to v~-
he__, a decrease In vandal/sm. .es ,du••ti.. is te••h" 

Any at. wide vuiety 
at act1vili¢l fulfiti thc: re~ 
quircment. ftom. I£p!l.irin,s: 
• local plaYJrOund to tl.l~ 
toring fellow tu\4ent$, The im~l, howeyer, goes 
beyond he1pinz rhe needy. Community service. as the 
limited oxpcrleGI."C in sc:bools hl1$ shoWn, t~ 5lU
dent. value. and ddu:nship. For instan~. wbile 
rourth. fi1\h. and sixth ~fS at l~ksen Etementat)' 
School in s..!t ltIb at)'. UUlh. were SNdyin: pund 
watet pollution. they diseoveted tbllt bartels of COllie 
WlUtc wct:e buried jtlSt fout blocks from their $dlool. 
They wa,ed a vigorous public relations and fundtais
ins euapaign to clean up the s1t~. eventually winninB 
the lUppon of Iho cif)"s mayor. \Vh¢1l this effort wu 
":rtnfcd-....UlIli lUtre Isw does Dot .UOW tot priV4~ 
donations to c)e:1Q up such sites-they lobbied me 
legislatutt: ltQd "banged lilt: statute. And while set,.., ~ progt'aIru can help stu:denls IDa'ke a dUfercoce 
ouuidt: the sehool. they .1SQ futve all impact inside 
the classroom.: 'They make Jearnin,g more iDtcreWng 'les$oos. Quite the contt,zIl:Y• .& smart values program 
by simply helping. 5rudeJlt$ to understand bow to ap. ineludes parents. too. Before. values program al 
ply It:.;tbook kswns in the rcal wQf1d, Gauger's 'U!1ior High in Newmark. Dcl"wue, was 

t>c:spite $UCa;$$eS in experimental progams, stub- implemented. 100 peQple-panmts. tcachers, StU

born reMstMcf; 10 community servke from cdlJCAtors dents lind community fepres.entatiy~-aUended It 

is sull the norm. even in M:uyJand where me Sul*t- (wo-day conferctl(t: in wbich the.y leamed aboot the 
intendenfs Auocbdoo. the PTA. and the: local boards purpose atld gools of the program and (he 'Wtl)'s they 
of eduC::6!lon aU fought against the neW service rc:~ could help implement it, Pareats provided input .and 
quircme:tU. One of me .mQ$l common kneejeri: reac- teachers knew they twt community lmpport. At\d in 
dons is wst But ask tdUQiors in Atlanta. GeOfgi:l. me end. nobody had to worry iliat little Petey would 
who have been opemirtg a regional service program. bounce home from va1ues class clutching the cOlleet
Cor eight yeats. ,!1ld they'll tell you it doesn't,e~t 1\ w: works ofLyndon LaRottehe. 

education," You: can't 
teacb (ornmunic), lefVic::e ;i;:j::,~lili~lb 
OUt of 8 tedbook; it I.aUs 
time and thoughl, Which. 

of coum:, taku effort. And thilt. fot some educators, 
it & rough ~ to ac:cept. 

While eomm.tnlty serviCe teaches ",.lues throu,h 
hands-on expcrieuc:e. that's twl one piece or the pu:1:.' 
de. Ifwe W1I.Ot to iO$till v-.lues. 'iWby not tU;e an eVen 
more straight£orwlld approach, Teach them directly. 
It !'nay $Quod radial. especially when we Ate talkin, 
about methods like memorizing p;assage.: from the 
DiMe. "'bribing" kids with discounts at the iChoo! 
score t4 beha~ decently. pennitrln.c students ill cla'\S 
discussions 1:1) d~'be problems they face at home. 
und rillowin& 'fe;acMrs to make it clear that dley might ,", 
not approve of some p.umu.' values. But while stu
donlS aT(! .ometimu tauiht that whal happens ftC 
home is nol always. good thing. fCachin, values 
dOe$ not maan separating the parents from the 
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Is it reaUy pomble to teach value. that we. all 
agnx~ upon? Of OOUn>e. In fact. schools in an indirect 
wily Illteady present students vrith .a $d of values diat 
it l.Ioivenally rttpeded: WJurt an: our etfOlU to in1(:;
gr1l1¢ our ~ and probibitiOU$ againsi ~ or 
drinking in school" if nO( an edoa.ti= in vtllues? Jfs 
not difflWlt to take this type of thirll1ng one step fur
ther. creating a curriculum thai teaches other Values 
thai ft uni\lcnalJy acoepted but are ttl.most never ac:
tuaU'I Ql,Ight dlrectl)' 10 our Yoo'Ih, In ~ such as 
Sweet Home, New York.. and in HcwUd ad BaJtj* 
J:IlOfe coundeti. Matyl.nd, sUpWnt.eudents fott:nc:d 
reptl~entat.ive groups of communit), leaden that in· 
dud'" people .. ideologieelly diva>< ., fund~ 
Ullin mWS'CUI and ACLU attorne}'$. The)' held pub
Ii<: lorum$ i.nd listened 10 I;(lTnml.lniry cpillion and 
after m()Dtb~ of C'.:xtensiv(; discussion. the groups pro
dll(X"4 a list of values; with whicll ~0fJt was wm.~ 
tortable. Now, when people in these communl{ies 
.,k. -m.o.. v......1'· mey.,." prou<!ly uy "'Oon,· 

At ptaoe. h"ke HebbViUc EIcme:nwy in .. low.in· 
com¢ It:C't.ion of Bahim<m:: County~ the r;s:ults a.re im
pmJiv•. TI>en; ,,,,,,,,",, bold"", die pn>mi>e of.,
wringlhe Jm:tltaUy ~ as a rewaT\t for children 
who have fin\shc:d Ihdt tiSiwunellU. <ble wen on • 
ttR, shown improvement, Of been helpful in class. 
The st\.ldenl' aauaUy vie for the privil~ Tiesba 
'WaS ptd:ed to help cut In a clas$ of IS seven- and 
cighl-year--olds whQSe lOs are in. the 30-45 range. l' 
lik~ being a helper," she sayJ. '1. tried to tea£::b my 
cousin that 100 peroeOI and 100 percent .at 200 
percent. When I /jaw her wrlu:: two., 1W2i$ JO happy." 

At lh~ Waverly EiC'.:JIlcntary schoo) ill Baltimort 
Cit1~ values leS$OQI arc lOught lhr(lugb di$C\l~s 
abaUI peer pressure. The teacheT cbooses 15 &tt.uknlS,. 
divides them into four groups. tmd uks \hem tn per. 
form skits about peel' pressure. One skit involv(:s 
P41Uel. w"hos~ tbree hip c.la',nUUe. mod: Mm be
cause be wars non-tnnd-natne ~nni5 shoes. Daniel 
penU&de1 his parelUS 10 buy Ni.L:e5 and wt.en he: to
(\Ifni. to ~hoo1. the ,ang :tecepu him. In n:flocti.n.c 
upon the Wt. Dacic:l say•• "All the fri~ were 
tnaldng thc dcdsion ratber thAQ me making my owo 
decision," Anomer studclll md. "Daniel could have 
decided to be different." It is significant tlW the &nr 
denls made up (his fact pauem. In (be )cids-aDd· 
Jfl~~fl stories )'ou usuaUy bur. children are a~ 
saulting each other for Air Jordans. Hue. they ~ 
'pdint them.sclve$ to a~pt an altunative. 

lbat's weD and good. but we"re still missing one 
eNtial clement: aecountabiIiry. Fer values et1uealion 
to -1UOOeed and prosper. Khool$ need to $how thai it'. 
paying off in tangible way&:, That mean$. for ib.~'. 
Ktq"!in, track of indkaton such ru;; rates of crime and 
vOl)'llbJism in schools Of the number 0( Mudents in~ 

volved in community service wbete valuC"!ll I:f.te belng 
taught..' '. ',' ,'. : 

Class war 
Many may ~f dU, can tcr vallK$ ~ a ~ for 

putc:llt$ to shirk the... own responsibility onto·~ 
ODe eJ~ or n:UI)' sa it as ~ passing fad. As (or 
~ they may cling to CVIIC.U'85 about which val

, (Ie' their cbUdren should kern. But our (':qJJoctlve 
trepidations IJlle next t-o I.ht: wtemativc: anotbet ten-. 
t:r.ttion of cbiJdreQ growing up without a moral eom~ 
p.... 

Oumting will Is.k.e COI1t8.ge, mit we can take be<ut 
from ooe tiM-grade class 1 w:atcl\ed whcte the topic 
w.u "ihe right to be art individual.... The. purpose 'WaS 

to help dte. childJen decide whel1 thdr own actions 
at"¢: inappropriau: .and to develop stl'l'fte~ for im
proving their classmates' behavior. The: dis.cossioD 
be,til with a 'fiery £imp1e story about a boy named 
Bobby who never wllshe4 himself and had no 
frieo.ds. EvtntualJy he: realized tlm. he'd have to tab: 
.Imtb iflle ~ted his (':~ to ask him to pbl)'. 
The immediate leuon ""as about cleanti~ut 
21$ iot'!nocuous 1:1 value u you am find. But the mota! 
Nd pertlneQce even fot trcque:tt ba:thenI: Sometimes 
dtanee i$ not oruy good, but ncoessary. That', 11. les:
~ chat mould R:SOMte. not jllst with flflh~gradcn., 
but with {he next adn::u.oi1;;tnt-ton. Clearly. the old 
ways of incukatinc vattU:$ in OW' kids an); ho longer 
working. We grownups have got to change OUT tbink
i ,too. 0 

WINTER 

INTERNSHIPS 


Internships are available at The 
Washington Monthly. Delve into all 
aspects of publishing; from business 

to production to editorial. ' 
Contact Elliott Beard at (202) 

462~128 or send resume. two rec
ommendations. and writing samples 

. (articles. term papers. etc.) to: 

The Washington Monthly 
)611 Connecticut Ave. N.W. 
, Washington. D.C. 20009. 
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bt-;lch one afrernoon. 
my pllenu' old frielid 
fdlccn:d on hi$ Ii.fe. 
with m.rding andor. 

Al(1tS dinner. he pklppcd 00'\\1'0 

in: a chinu:-c<tvered cbir. "I 
w.tSn't a good f:uhu." he uid. 

What 4;:outd he mean~ f 
woruktcd. After all. he wu like 
a ~ ru my ~t youngo:r
ublinv.. bringing prcscnfS tOU 
«nding notes. 

"When o ... r c:hHdren WC":fC 

young." he: told me, "my wife 
lind t Vo1)ckcd nil ~l.ay and oftt:n 
~r out:1It algIu. Wt didn't 
pay much utmtlon to the kkk 
We WCf.c' mo in\'oh'ed in oUt 

OWI'Iliva." At f.tmily g;atherings. 
now, he cOIuinucd. he senses 
his children want lOmr:thing he 
Otnrn.J{ give (Oem. "Ifyou don't 
tnakc: IPe coone«Ion wirh )'OU' 

children hy t~e tlmc they llre 
tight. i"10 1os1," hl~ uid in:ll 
low volc(, "I think of family 
:u sddting together, f:llking 
are of each ufhel. 1 wf$h I Let's Grow UpIud known that then." 

A few days 1:I.H~r I mer a 
frit-nd for !unr.h, He'd jmt h:1.d a child. 
and de!ighted in wring itorics. But :IS v.'C 

prt'pucd co leave, he mentlollcd rot 

thOU.ghl dm myed with me. "'The rnl 
probkm with be-illg 2. p<lf('nt,~ ht confid
ed. ~it that you have to grow up. ~ 

I kno\~ [he kind of growing up my 
friend w:I.S clking about, the bnd [ sup
pose my puenn' friend miued. ft's 
OOt.nd up in 12crifi«( and. f<':Sponsibiliry. 
snd tequ.ircs t:uting uidt th", "'me· in 
c:xdunge fOf:; dtvotlon (0 "them"-tht 
children. M'lIUflry has a1waj'~ bctn h.trd. 
but it is }Y.Irricubtly so for .. g('nenulon 
!'aim.! in Inl"' .ll!;o!" of .sclf-~..llfiHmcm. 

lfhemdkr li5[:O :Ire :tny ir.dic.atiQn, our 
intc-R'st in nua'lling o\.lHdves En ov<:r~ 
sn:ldows {he dc~irc: w nurture tht oext 
g;:o..,mioo. 'Wbik ..dulcs ~'Srch fQr ,hdr 
inner .::bildn:n, the real child,en t!u7'vc 
produ(~ "'>\-",,it ll. committnent Q,hef gen
curiO," nl;ldc- widlout qUd.tion. 

Our $odo!"(:Ji neglect of chilJr..:n IS ;I 

r.;t[ion~ duguc<. Too many children live 
in unspc.t.bh!< p<,vercy, {"omplicuing the 

11'$ tim~ foY'tvery pa~m /0 

ignotr his innerchild. 

already diffit:uh job or growlO! up SJ.fc, 
healthy, and wcU-educ<1ud; tOO mmy 
others. both. rich and poot,liv.; in families 
tom by p3J"1':t1tal bkk<.ring Ot the ablieoce 
ofa S\!cond ut ofromti:ming arms.. 
~ II paro!"nt w four d;lughters, I have 

Iwned W, w< tn.wl Jpen~ tim;: with our 
childten and gel involved it; tht: public 
inues that affect them. If we .cOh'l, We 

haniliap their ability w grow up, 'Ih.i1·S 

why I founded a program to hdp young 
people:: $er¥c out (<}mrnuniti~ and \I\H 

Cl)utltl}'-larn\ng the ~n~'" of fC!!:pOmi. 
biliry ttla! enriched <;;U'liu ~ru':r.<tio:u. 

Too.;ty, the (hings Nit pal~flfS did. (Or 

Uj. seem m()re t:Qmplk.lllcd to pLlIl "ff. 
MOle $insle"parent houscholds. Morc 
economic pf¢Murcs forcing bolh P;jfo!'fH~ 

(Q work ou.uide the home. Ont study 
estimates that "r:unily time~ has d(t:r"'as~d 

40 peu:cnt $ifl«! W()rid War 11. 
I suspect the ft':d dt'dille is eYCn 
gre.w::t. 

£c<momk trcnd.$ may aUK 
parem" 10 saclifi« .imc u'ilh 
kids fO provide for kki•• but in 
the rime that rcm;ail'ls, we necd 
I() re-emphuit.¢ (he q\l:l1ities 
.iat makt people good parents. 
Ou, ttuKe of sdf-:tbrorprion is 
only one of maoy fOlces rhu 
PU:'V<:nI p:aCIHS from. acdn£: in 
their chi.ldrC11's best inu!ruf$. 
Rut it's a (orce we C31'1 do £Ol'Q~ 
thing aoout. 

l once ;ukcd 2. priY.1le..sch.ool 
dean why her gradualc. SAT 
l1corC! Were low, and ,ht' (old 
me puent!;: JOc1dom ;l$k $u<h 
queuions, "I've t:;l!tcd ptlfcnn 
",hell I haY(' hmd of drinking 
PlUff(:$. ~t thdr hOU$('$," she lat~r 
mId me. "They uy it's none of 
my business what the kids do 
outside ofschool." 

One parem from a. tdot
tivdy affio:<nt .:ar(,;a u11-ed 
my officc to complain 
1ilxnn me new c:ommuniry
suvke rcquicement (or 

puMk high lchool stU

dcnu, ·You're going to nuke:m $~nd ;;,. 
Satut<Uy drivtng my wi.ld to do sc:rvtr;:e!'" 
~ $;tid, oott:tged at the fMught, Anoth
er puent Wll.'l just :as direct: "Why showd 
my child care fm.,hI:' Mmdt:SS:," _ 

:$oci«y at l:lrgc-including ~loycrs 
and politicians-row! lQOk after the nt'ltt 
~m:t\1don. but the ultl,na,e res.pomibilhy 
«tnoUns with PMCntS. To teach the right 
v:Uues, we must dcmonSUllte them. Insin
ing that children dan', :abme dtup or 
akoho.l mans showing them Qrncr routa 
to pllt;t1ure. Oem:mding tIm sehouls set 
high .(tan;;brJs :and chlldrltll meet th"'m is 
e:;:!.~ntial, hUl it docs nor rdea.sc parents 
ftom le,,_ding to them, helping with 
hom('Work. :1.nd. .Se:uir.g them involved in 
oomtrn.mity seI"Vt(:(', 

This if lin emef{;Cru:y. If we f-:tit to Me 

on behalf of our chddn:n, t hdonc :1.bour· 
our conccm for lh-:il wdl~bcing i1 hol
low.• 

Xd.Mull Kwm:dJ TqlJmUfJd dit((lJ rh( 
Marylalld Stud('/l &rtJlt( Afliallf:(, 

http:unspc.t.bh
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I....central justitTeation'for sewral
I:. :key items on,the.Wh.ite.House's 

I;' ·domestic·s.,mda:'· E \,.;;. 
•• ~ '! Y·r;.\!r-'!~',Il!:. 

I. "ByRONA!..b$R8:W'i'lmfN~':
1 	 • 11"'" I'OllTlCilt .....1Tu' '''';., 
~ •. " \:td·:.~!<l,:lh'i':;h~·''" W ASHlNCTON;.:.Hdw-I':IoH, soe~ 
• :.~ ~ IMUlhMiAv1rton~.~lu6! It'••I pl'dkl*oopha-'I dtttl'l\ma with inC'reuI~I ", prac~!Cill ~pli«tion•. ;,;! V ; 

"," f"'Mm1~tCtllltontoeot\lttV* .. 
• ,tiVf'!orm«Ed1XAt»I'I~ Wilham' 

'. J. ~~m!\t: '\'JQ!!lleet It.dom acron the 
, ldtolt\(i(al tpeet.nU\'l. art deClaring that·1 

~.' go~mme"l programs cannot amelion:te 
4 AMC!'nca'. 'fI«:\al pl'ObJem, ..-t\itol1t.· 

8w~mgq')l"tua.iftnewai:::1 " 
. A ':'gr.ratcrUUoi.tJao!P!Ii:l!;: .. isIMP
~ 	 p!1\,C A~r1t.IIloday." Chl'lloriNYS. '''I'm! 
~I en.is ot Our lime is #Piri1.u.)," NY. 
BenJ'lotll. " 11 I ~ n.: i I ; ,: .:0; !!' 

". t Far )'eart.,vali.ld,h,•.ve ~qh.poUU. 
cal equlval\mtol' lIIutlJeT: EII,ryoM, 
Ullk..ct aboul'tbMihui. 1Ji)0ri4 <lid any~ 

I 
,. thil'll: a~ut theom.:Now'Ihe'4dfiuninra. 

lion IS boeginolOg t.O.hitl.tlj~~tiate 1.0 
n~w u:rr~in by.e1!~~ti~ ~,~~<:lf bow 

. public polity c.n.n~ngthen pt't1IOn.J 
val\,l~lI-and!he tOmmunity INtJtuuon$ 
that nurtu~ ~~: ~ \i",~. i,;:\~;: " 

This ImpuiH ill, l~fl&lY Inf1uefl(;· 
ins t\ard.headed~~1'\.o~u INelfUi!,' 
urb.anUfl~w,il;laod~v~n~The, 

; . crackdoW1lcoii'.'crtminalt leJ;slation 
, paned by the senate last moni.h; fM 1lI_ 

•1-l~. alsoiJ'lciu<:\e$ $~OO:miU1On to belp 
«tMmunlly grouP' (,)petate afton--&('boo! 

.progr.nu 11'\ t.n?ubl~ ~A8J;!.~r~oodIJ. 'l'be 
Adml1'll.ltullOn til cutting IU,W'b4:n toNll('_ 
v~lopmeJll plan w~m:ourag~ I:Hieli 14 WIP. 
grast_roou <lOmn'1unlty <»'gan.t&aliDns to 
design HId dehwr social sel"Vieu. 

Th~ common aim in t.h~ iniUativ~ \s 
: "to It.f~~W fabric of churcher, 
nonprorll paotIIpland lOcal~
thlnp lhat pull Pt'OPlt \OSethe'r and can 
Uphold vaJuet." QyiMan.:- A. Weiu.lIf)e
d.a.l USIllllnt 1C HoU$iJl, and Urtmt {),t. 
velopmvn S«retal'Y Henry C, Cjlnero.. 

Mu<:h ,tin diVldes lettand dJhl en 
~WU6;, Bu~ ~\ftn \hf, wtdt1ting c»n. 
satuIWI thu lftII;ny -.octai JIl'ObltttUI an 
t'OOted in CIiIWtal tHndI hKe the STOwth 
of OIIt-er·wedkld births ~ntlan 
tnOrrnous «>n~~aIw deetdet ot 
potulution. It I 1 

, l' f 

William" 
0, 	 ... 

'caM ~clellrly seorlllS ~hat tht'
.:a1. cl«»cor:f; lha~ lave!:\.ren made aN h.v
'.In« p\Iobtie polley C'OllU'qUent«:' I 

Clinlbn hu fleraMbJ~ the partiaan til· 
"merwolU ~ LIlli na~tW d!.al~ by '\1 
~nunclalbig ~1OQ on the lmporUllU:e or 1, 
lW<i-ptrent fatnlliet:and ptnJOTm1lUPOn-1 
IribUi!.y that {)emo(l¢r&l,fmOttiy half(',hird ' 
away f1'Ml tor the Iut quattl!T-century. " 
When dixuulng ~ 'eontrlbuuon of 1
tlIiORI eroriOn U) problt!lU like te-en·.age I 
pregnand6oremn.":"otUlI!nHdror . 
criminals IJ) be'u ~ rnpotUIIlbUUy . \ 
for tl'I<elr actioN', no 1N.ll.c'r the cornm.iona 
"'!MiT u'*"nKinr-CUtltotl: c:an IO\J:nd '. 
like a ~t'II'.tiv<e:But.lhNt J.BM!'t. ~ 
m,ntt bttWftn l<eth.nd. nsMmalk .. tun
damental differencf in ti'Pl"C&dl, p&tt1e. 
w.ulyonBCvUTlmm\'uolUn ., ,'I 
1~«tln8 'values. ! 1> #: f.:: 

In II ape«:h to lhe Hm~ Foundation; " ~ 
lJ,"j , • • ',.\,1 I 

, 	 , 
"' ,t" " I, " speaks 10 black mif1j_~~w:s in Memphis., ~ , ... ,', ;';' r(, 


latv Im!:'! 

!J:Jna rM\.Ot'ltliol'\ 


h< "",. 
, "'." • 

No· 

, 

" 


1 

I "j, 

dat\Wionubout 

plat the Unl"'USllyO( CtIlC'IO, ay. 

Clinton m.y be overestimatln8 the value! 


., 	 ot moral ~xhOtUli\lOn Ind umierestimal' 
Ina; the Imponance Of t()oCial JaOlau:m in 
HUIOS utt&n t\llturll.undaniL 

,.: ·'Alone lenllt u: IfrIllOt1.I:nt IDAy 
~ thln,p are important l~ the lOCi.",! (t):'." MUSIl'Y say •. But in ma:t urban ar·

1-1;., ''all.l~ mainullu, thl!'caI! rOt spiritual n
_ ntwal "will be ~ U U'fillev.1tt unlHS 

VIlST'aY'll antwet; ehmln"(~ wd(are (er ! you ('ha",e the cirtumltillCl!:'

I'",!_'" I 1>,.. 


in America 

tunl rt(OfI$truction unlen;:m efforu 1.0 
1.IR tl'ov~mt'nl to tt.nngthen the toeal 
Institutions, from cburchH (t) hlock uso
ciatlons, thai bolster .,a,lufI$and form 0I1l' 
C1vie tpi.n~ of neighborhoods. 

TheM evolVing ertoru at "tapaelt1~ 
bulldin,-' for «x:aJ U'lSlIlULI(Ins refl~t an 
.w.atin_ that -gov,rnmll'nl hu the 
IHltcrtKitbihtyon the '\r~ level In 
U!!rnu of pf'OmOtin, v:dlJH." one $C!nlor 
poli<y-maker ")'" 

Undll.'( tne urban ~ew.lle8i..lation 
paued.as Part of the bud~l paeb!e last 
.ummel. tuit'S ""VII.' t6 include grass_ 
roou orgat\luuOllll in ~heplanning pro_ 
CI!S:f when dtSigrun! ,ppli<:.tiont tariM 
f\eW f«letal d~mpo,"m'leot tone.» that 
wUl bt rsubhsh...o laler thll' yeu. 

SlI):n1arly. thellOO·miUiotI iru\i.;ltiy~ U'I 
«Imtlal hom~llI.'unen under way at 

HUn II.'nvi#ionIJ much treatrr ~ 01 non
protlt local grwps t()deh"utcr\'i~. 
Weiu&am.1'M s.me thrU$l drives I~· 
lalion that Sen, BlU Bnmley (I)-N.J.) hu 
j)ll$hf'4 through Ccngrll'l1l. providing 
funds tor commUnity gtoup,I tc~ratll.' 
aft~r'$Ch\')()! program5.l puhlk: school. 
iIIInd modtm lI.'qul't'alentll cf "~tll'l1'nll'!'Il 
hmlSll't tor young motnt'rs: 

Ovuall, !M Admml1t.raiicn'l thmklng 
on stnnJ'thenins community wtit'Ution$ 
is ..,tm spotty," saY' Linda Tarr_ Wlill.'lan. 
presiMnt afthe National Center for Pll1i· 
ty A1ternativn in WiUhlOgtQn. Fm.ancia! 
eol'lStfaints havt' M\IC~many oftbne 
iftu to pilot pl'O;/t't-tA. But l.he dirf'etiOn. 
Tatr- Whelan belte"", is t»"mIDng, 
"One of th~ wgll.'r gainll<:l! Ih« Clinton 
Administration to\lid be c~'linC new 
way. to thmJ, abou\ oolonly how we ft~ 
hver ~rieoH, but how W~ Ill'a"" !IOme~ 
thing behind In the eommunity bt-tide W 
a:ervice luelf.'·l!h~ u)'s. 

Stlli. no one undll.'Te!hmatn the dilfl. 
(u.!ty or ",v~rnn8 in,ld\OUS C~ltUH! , 
trwdt llult have l'WYlul.ted tar deea-., 
p.artkUlarly It! d~ulbatla~... 

lndecK1, Douglas S. Ma.uey, I tIO'CiOil)

,j 
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Give Clinton Credit for Cultural Gains 

More th(ln five yeats ago Bill Bennett, 

the itwentive (011S('rvative idea man. com· 
piled un index of I~adjng cultural indica
tors modeled after the economk indic!!S, 

The social indictors, he dedared. would 
alloW l.'I sImilar "empirical analysis to cul
tural issues," The- m~asurcs included 

Politics & People 

By Albert·R. Hunl 

r.ritne statisUo;:, myriad data (10 the fam
ily-illegilimale blrth.'i. divorce, welfare 
and llOOI'lioll-and other oollcatlonal. cut
lura\ antl religious guides.. 

U painied n bleak. picture, snggesting 
that while tbe Reagan years had lIfted 
America oot of its economic doldrums, 
there was a dangerouS tulttmll pathotngy 
in the land. ~We have experi('oced sub
stantial socia! ret:Tessioll,~ worried MI'. 
fiennclt "Today the fOfW'> nl social de
oHnj'KJsi!ion are challenging. -and In some 
ins!aotl"S, overtaklng-·the rt)rees of social 
l"Umpo,<;ilion... 

Today, wilh the strongest economy in 
decades, some frustrated Republicans 
want to sej;!.e these cnltural and moral Is· 
slles to relake the polilif:31 inHiaUve. The 
eultural d~y of America was Ii majnr 
{hemp of the Hoose malingerS in the im
Jlea(hm~nt euse against am GUllton. 
Presi<lential hopeful Gary 8,1uer talks 
about ll' "virtue defidt~ and Elizllbeth 
Dole W3tns that in ~$I;'e"-ing In make 
America beUer, we've n(>gleclM what 
made her good. ~ Conservative activist 
Paul Weyridl says the situation IS so 
bad-calling our cullure "all ever-wider 
sewer" - tlmt tonservativf>s ought 10 jnst 
drop out of pollflts. 

There's one problem: Thlng!'l are get-

Ung better. Crime, ahot't!fln, divorce lind 
welfare all are down from the early part of 
Uus decade, wtllle SAT lest Stores and 
churctl membership are up. "There are 
times!' Bill Bennntt cautioned, ~jn whlrh 
conservatives are goIng to have to face Ihe 
fact that tMre is some good news on the 
laodseaPf!_ ~ 

There still are 100 many crimes. aoor- ' 
lions, divorces and fatherless children, 
and some indices. like drug use, aren't im
proving. Hut conservatives ought 10 be re
jOicing, takll'lj1; credlt. After aU, with the 
exception of a lew prescient liberals like 
New York Sen, Pat Moynihan, it wus the 
eouservaUves who rocused on Ille prob
lems of the family and Social decomposi
tion. 

But m1J(;t\ of the pomical right loo8Y Is 
doing ~xactly what their counterttarts on 
the lert did with ciVil rights a generation 
ago: lCfusing to acknowledge important 
progrm and bUh~r that Ihe other sIde is 
revel il'lj1; In undeniable progress and claim" 
ing-some otthe credit. 

Anything' Bill Clillton snys or does drives 
the political rigflt lrrntlonally crazy 
these days. Many conservatives are so 
obsessed with their failure to remove the 
president from orf!ce that they have 
"now undertaken to blame tile American 
people for their mornl obduracy, ~ notes 
Bill Galston, a former Clinton aide and a 
leading Democratic Intellectual on these 
cultural issues, . 

Yet on many of Ihese issues. Bill Clinton 
deserves credit; he has used the bully pul· 
pit of the presidency 10 lead public conver" 
sations about the ramily. race. crime, per
sonal responsibility and adopUon. To he 
sure, it is a case of watch what he ::a.ys 
rather than what he does. But he demon
strably has moved tire Dcmcx:ralicparly on 
these issues, 

"Bill Clinton Jms woven togetMr the 
language of lntiividt1al responSibility and 

tIre languagt' of social responsibility." says 
Mr. Galston, IJ\)W a professor at the Uni
versity or Maryland. "That Is a great 
adlievemcut for a Democratit' president ~ 

What·... mate, Hillary Clinton, whom the 
movement right despises as moen as her 
bmbJ1nd, has been a constructive fore!! WQ. 

."",,' , ~-"", - .., -. , '. """ ")4(>f-;;:
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:,IMQSt~~ flqui,! ~Dable.. ~~:+-L ~::'~i:::r.~lJ.~ 
t~MlmftJly Vital StirIht{n /tlparl; FBJ;'S'.;;, 
~1ht'~ltGu~ /J!sIff»h,: i1':~4t';:~::P?iJ~~ 
belyingthepicfure her enemies ttl' to puttlt 
o( an unreconstructed 'SOs left winger. She 
has called for malting divorce haraer and 
no first lady In history has done more II} 
pronwte the callse of adoption: she urui the 
president deserve special praise for their 
championing ot transracial adoptions. 

On crime, pre:{:Unlon. the prelliJtIunant 
Democtatk position was to focus on the 

" root causes. But this administration has al
tered both rhelOrlc and policy. espousing 
tough punitive- measures, and mote and 
better police_ 

'On welfare (.ir. Clinton Uloke wJth lib
eral theology. Even before signing tbEo 
landmark wel1an' bill of 1996 he granted 
dozens of wa.lvers to states [ordiHerent ex· 
perimeots nnd stressed wurk over welfare. 
(The pl'Oblem with the 1996 bill was not its 
efforts to get poople oft the dOle bot rather 

that the politicians. with Mr. Ciinton's 
compllclty, did it on the chtap; whcl\ the 
er.onomy slows, a price will be paid,) 

But perhaps the best, and otten under" 
emphasized, example or Wflat Mr. Galston 
calls eomblnillg individual and social re
sponsibility Is the massive ex.pansion of 
the Earned Jru:ome Tax Credit. a rerund· 
able lax credit for low-inccrne working ".: 
familieS, Hei;ause of the. Clinton adminls
traUm) there are nnw about 19 million tax
pttyers-thQSe making under $.10JiOO a . 
year-who receive an average HI); credlt of .. 
around Sl.SOO. In 1997, the last year of mea· ": 
sumnent. the EITC IlftedO million Amel'- . 
leans out at poverty: over hair the decllne 
in child poverty between 1993 and 1991 is at· 

, tributed to Ule RITe, • 
That's because the 1993 tax act pro

vided a tax break for 15 milliun low-income 
Working ramUies. But GOP rhetoric !g. 
IWres tlleSt' tax CUls and laments instead 
tbe inrome tax hIke on two millkm of lhe 
wealthiest Amerlcans. The EIre used to 
be a Republlclln favorite-It rtwards 
wOrk-bu.l, Inexcusably, Hie political right 
has turned against it; few ot their L-nG-cut . 
proposals would expand the refundable 
credit ,. 

Of course critics are right that the pres- -
Idenl ought to be a mora! exemplar. and 
Mr. Clinton hns failf.'d that test miserably , 
hut It's dead wrong to blame the American 

" people for not wanting to drive thiS flawed 
_ man out of office. btasfo1 thept1blic drew a 

distincUon betwee-n pubilc responsibility. 
'and private transgressinns. the same dL~· , . 
tlnctirm embraced by most teamed hist<'Jrl' 
ans and constitutional scholars. 

MOretr'.'cr this In no way dam~ns en· 
COOf'aging developments in crime, divQrre. 
abortion and some emerging intlieations . " 
tMt illegitimate bil1b:s soon will dl"Cline_ 
UgJllen up, right wingers, ttlere's some " 
good news, even if Bill Clinton tlt:serves 
some-Di the- eredil 
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Local Phone Firms 
DOII't Trust Market 

10 I March 9 editorial-page piece, Bell 
Allantk's Jim Cullen eiaimed that loeal 
telephone cGmpanieb have reduced the 
"access fees" they charge tor handling 
loog·dlstartf'£ calls by $12 bminn over the 
past ejgM yearS. I can't vouch fl}t his num· 
bI-:u:, bu: I do know thai FCC reports show 
[hal the f;Osl of long-distance calling feU by
n4 billion in the same period. In other 
w:)r<:is, the long-distance companies r.ave 
p<1ssed all of those access fee reductions 
along to their customers-and then some, 
That's because competitive markets. truly 
work to the benefit of consumers, 

But t~ local phone monopolies are still 
cllarglng consumers and businesses at 
h:ast $10 billion more than their true cost 
fur completmgkmg-dlstance caUs. That's a 
u.tx on consumers, pure and Simple, and 
irs neitber fair nor necessary. 1I our call to 
cut access wasn't convincing enough, the 
FCC released Its audit 00 March 12 indica!
lllg the BeU companies cannot locate about 
Sj bIUil?n of telecommunications equip· 
ment. Smce the Bells use thelr investment 
In equipment to justify their InOated AC" 
cess rates. this aOO!! reinforces our conclu
sion that access feltS must be cut dramati· 
eally. 

If thi'! local phone nwnopolies are seri
ous about entering competitive markets. 
they can start by demonstrating some trust 
in market forces, Instead oJ hiding behind 
~nUquated and excessIve monopoly pMc" 
lflg for access, tnty should bring those ac· 
cest fees doWn to cos!, and give Ion~' 
tance callers a no billion tax break they
deserve and ntOO, . 

JAMfSCICOONI 
GimeralCounsel. AT&! 

Wasltington 

Fit the Boy 
To the School 

in response to your March 15, Market
place article"A Prep School: Faces Lawsuit 
Over D:sabiltty": I have tW& sons with 
~ua! Intellectual abilities. but far differ
'mt academic needs, My older son recently 
graduated from Phillips Academy in An
dover and simply loved being there. While 
most parents and students .....iIl tel! )-'00 
Phillips is !I v.'lintlerfuJ acudemi<: institu
Hon, It is also vll"l'j'large and Is a scholastic 
pressure cooker with sometimes unbeliev
a.bly Mavyworkload!: and it provides little 
in terms 0/ safety nets. 

Like the student In the artiele. my 
younge: son also had ADHD. He attends 
Brooks SchOOl, also in 1M Boston Area, 
Whtle recognJzed as the academic peer ot 
pr.lThps Aeademy, Brooks IS much smaller 
and enjoys a reputation for good safety 
nets and a s ....pportive environment. My 
yotlflger son has flou.'1shed there, 

The college admlsSlon statistics that 1 
have seen show that the best prep schools 
rrovid.e an outslanding yet almost eqruvi:l
len! learn!ng platform to: entering the top 
coll.tgts. Howe\'cr, ther. vary greatly in 
{runr approach to teachmg and in their 
{lveralllh'ing environments. 

I believe the real problem lies oot with 
Phillips Academy. but with paTents wbo 
fall 10 help their son select a school that 
best fits his IIcademie and non·academ\!: 
fl('eds. 

Ronl}" Kuus 
BeIWtdt're, Calif. 

... "" * 
10 your rruwing tribute ta joe Di Mag" 

gio, reference was mart;: t(l "mIllions in the, 
U,S. huddled arouud their boxy RCA Vic
trola radlos~ iu 1941. ~Victro!a~ was tile 
trade name for one of the boxy, acoustic 
ptumographs, not radios. Duri:lg 19:10 RCA 
manufactured a llne (If OOXV ~RadiQla" ra
dios, but the term was tater dropped. 

DQNALllA. SooOlf.W 
Litchfield, :i.H, 

Yourstory on Joe DiMaggio was fantas
tic and right on the mark. bringing out 
many new facts about "The Yankee CliP"' 
)X!r- that were interesting and rovealing, 
But then you blew it. Referring to Ty Cobb. 
Babe Ruth and Yogi Berra as palookas was 
a gross error in judgment. Perhaps Cobb 
and Ruth. with their cheekernd past both 
on and off the field may btc candidates for 
that title, .. bll1 Yogi? No way. 

, Yogi Berra Is a pro {In and (Iff th.e field. 
highly thought af, even to this day, fur his 
wurk with charities and liVing [he clean 
life, Be eertalnly is not.JUOOng those you 
correctly destribe ~as crashing and burn--
!ng on the al~of excess and ego. ~ He WIlS 
Insulted by bemg tired by O&Irg"e Stein" 
brenner after a successful season ami said 
he would never go bade to the stadium he 
kl'led, He was a man of bis W()ro unm 
George visited tum to make lip, 

AJ.A.N GElSENH.&llI-lt":R 
Upper Saddle River, N.J. 

Here's to Elia Kazan: 
Talent and Courage 

In response to Geoffrey Wheatcroft's 
March 19 comrr-tntary "The Watertront.All 
Over Agajn~ (Taste page, Weekend Jour, 
nal) and a number of celebnlles' behavior 
at the Oscar awards cerenmnles Sunday 
nigh!.: 11 is pathetic thai so many HOllywood 
and media elites have such litue TCjtaJ"d for 
Elia Kazan because of his cooperntion wi:h 
the gnvernmeni during the 195!\s "Red 
Scare"~ Mr, Kazau's critics, while furious 
that he "outed" his fdlow Communist CO!
leagues:, see nothing "'Tong vrith thOse who 
w~re.blacklisted. being members 0: sympa'
thtzers of an evil. murdetoos regime. 

Elia Ksmn Should be applauded not 
only for hl5 wonderful achievements in 
stage and film. but also for his toorageous 
acts 10 lite battle against the monsler or to
talitarjanism. 

Chicago 

Who Jet Mr, Wheatcroft's statement 
that EHa Kazan never won an Oscar go 10 
press? He won for~On the Wateri:ont" and 
~Gentlemen's Agreement." 

• BOUCO=--SIGU 
LjUlelon, Colo. 
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