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Adding thematic purpose to our policy agenda

icy agenda pursued over the last eight weeks,
I suggested to Gesorge Stephanopoulos, and he agreed, that it
would be helpful to list the major themes, or ¢ore values, that
in the President’s past speeches.

Attached is my first stab at such a table.
any comments you might have.

file: themes.Z

I would appreciate



DRAFT
5/25/%3

REBURLD AMEBRICA'S BUONOMY
Trrvest fior growth and high-ekilt jobs
Muet the competition

: Prepare for 2188 Century

FUT GOVERNMENT ON YOUR SIDE
Bad trickic down i
Make nch pey their faic thare

Curlr comitend by influentisl tusidess
PIGHTING FOR THE MIDDLE CLASS

Proserve middle clam stendamt of living

Help working people join middie class
Don’t aliow elitey. to forget ihe middle s

E QPPORTUNITY

Give Amcricans & chanee
Erpard Americany” iuees

No rore TYaou're ¢ your ows®

RESPOMNSIRILITY

Governmaot can’t do it s for you
Evervone should play by the rules
No msare something For nothing
Rights carry rospoesibilites
Citizenship iz & civie duty

LOMMUNITY

Public purpose (ver sarrow incrests
Restore bonds that coancet peopie

. We're a8 in 1his together
Decentrakize government

Frapower community builders

WORK

Wenrk hapsd and play by the nelis
Rewnrd sork

The best pabiic policy is » job

PAMILY
Value familics with mors than words
Revognize importance of family velues

I FAITH

Hope over cynicism
Fatience vwer despair
Coaviction over conbasion

DISCIPLINE

Pisexi responsibility
Reinvent governmeat

Chet Amoarion's house in orde




UK. Department of Justice

Office of Justice Programs \[%Wﬁt)

Office of the Assistant Atorney Geperal Washingron, D.C. 20531
Rovenber 29, 1833
Mx. Bruce Keed
Deputy Assistant teo the President

for Donmestic Policy
The White House
¢id Byecutive Office Building
Room 216 ,
Washington, D.C. 20500
Dear Bruce:
Tbﬁnks for lunch. It was great to meet you and José. I was

delighted that we could discuss your ldeas for National Service and
Public Safety. It was also terrific that we could start exploring
ways to ensure that the 100,000 police officers will be used for
community policing. That will be a challenge.

As you may have guessed, in addition to the Police Corps, my other
loves are values education and compunity service. I hope that the
violence task force will highlight the nsed for parents, including
fathers, to care for their children and for schoels to engage in
serious values education. Ifve enclosed a few pleces Ifve written
on these issues. If you think it would be worthwhile to pursue
this idea in a more systematic or programmatic way, please let me
know. It would be really wonderful if the President could get more
invelved.in this issue.

I”haga you had a‘%ééd Tﬁayk&giving,

With warm wishes,; v,

‘7Eéi/$ué£¢o&-w : iﬁ

Kathl&&n Kannedy ' Townsend

Spawlal Assxstant to the: Attorney General
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Not Just

"Read and Wnte

But Right and Wmng

Our schools need to teach values, too

by Kathleen Kennedy Townsend

In 2 suburban high school’s crowded classroom, 3
proap of juniors explained fo e why drugs ere diffi-
<t fo comrol, “You see, Mes, Townsend, what if you
want 1 now paic of Reeboks? You could sell drugs
and make $250 in a0 sficmoon. It a Jot easier and
guicker than working a1 McDonglés, You'd have to
work there & whole week ™

In my work heipiag teachuors, I've walked into
countiess high schools where I could have filled &
garbape bag with the trash in the halls. Vet | rarcly
henr reachers ssking stadenis 1o pick wp ihe
gerbape—or selling them not w Hner in the i
place.

Of course, suny students obey the law, sy away
from drugs, and pesform selfless acts: they witor,

" work with the cldedy, or run antidrug cempaigns, But

too many lack a sense of duty 1o 2 Targer commuinity,
A survey recently conducted for People for the
Amctican Wey asked fust over 1,000 Americans be-
tween )8 snd 24 wha goals they considered fmpore
fant. Three times a5 many sclecied carecr suscess &5
chost community service-—which finishad dend lasy,
Unly one-third said they could countenince joitiing
the mititary or working on 8 political campaign. Dur-
ing one Toces group interview Jor the study, some
young people were #sked to name gualitics that make
this country special. There was a long silance wniil
ofie yoing man came up wah an angwer: “Cable
TVVQ - .
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The study contiuded, “Yaung people have foamed
ohly balf of Amcrica’s story. . Jihey] revesl nouons
of Amcrica’s unique charscier vhat emphasize free-
dom s license simost 1o the complerc cxglusion of
servioe or participation. . .they fafl 10 porecive a meed
o reciprocate by exercising the dutics snd responsi-
bilities of good cltizenship.”

Thomas’s promises

While it Is ¢asy enough to blame this problem on
the “me-ism” of the Reagan yeurs, it's dme 10 reoog-
aixe that #s alse the result of deliberate educatfonal
policy. One principal I know s_pcaks for too many
. othets. “Schools." she says, “cannol irpose dutlés on
the students, Students come [rom different back.
grounds, They have different standards.™

Twice since 1982 the Maryland Departroent of
Education has sent out guestionnaires 1o local sduca-
tion departmizats soliciting opinions sbout values ed-
ncation, The saswers are 1ypical of those found-
scross the United Staies. Many respondents were in-
different, simply stating thas valucs cducation Is “in-
herent™ in teaching. Orber answers were aore hos-
Hir: “Specific waining in values is a pew
development which we do not eonsider 'essential,™
und <A special effon would Cause frouble.”

The consensus of the high schoot tcachm and ad- -
_ ministrators participating in & curriculum workshop |

oo van Jase summer, smé it all “Valucsmwc, cawfget ¢

13“0 that,” N k= Lo "'} cr -
e scitoo!s xmsﬂ Amcnca havc mmpiy mfuscd to
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. zﬁef: &sgmsfbiliiy for the chamcter of lhéir students, %
* They wash thelr hands of the teaching of virnse, do-

ing linde to create an'environment that waches chil
- dren the importance of seif-discipline, obligation, snd

civic participtilon. As one texcher training text says,
*¥heer i3 no right or wrong answcrwaayquesuonef
value,” .

iz it 2ny wrpnse that students tend 10 agrea?
These days kt seeras they s all relativises, A collecs
tioa of high schoo! intsrvisws quotes ot | [th-grader
as anying, “What one person thinkx ix bad or wrong,
snother person might think that ¢ is good or right. 1
Son't think morals should be taught because it would
canse more conflicts and mess gp e stndent’s
mind,” Ons of her classinatos adds, “Morad yahues
cannot be taught and people must lears whet works
for themn, In other words, ' Whatever gets you through
e nighe, {t's alrighe™

Now, it’s sbviouy that the poblic schoals are &
tickHsh arena for insilling values, Qur pluralistic s0-
clety Is Jusdy wormied about party lines of any kind,
That means that waching valucs in the schoolsw
whether a5 an tnegral part of the iradbdonal classas
or 33 8 sepaTaw conrso—-requires subdde skills and
resl gensitivity to student and communicy needs, Of
eoursc, famitics snd churches should play a part, but
nelther are sy swong o affoctive oy they wers & gen-
erstion ago. Only the schools are gusranteed 1o get 3
shot at kids. That's why thelr current fumbling of
anything smacking of right and wrong s so Jlass-
trous. :

I . = .
% A

VT he importance of waching values in dwe schools
was barcly mentioned last {all at the education
summit peesided over by George Bush at the Univer-
sity of Virginia, The mecting was dominated by talk
of federal funding and drup education. The underly-
ing valuelessaess of American education-—an obsis
cle to the intcligent use of scarce tesources and
a ool canse of drug preblems-eaily dida’t come

Such a curisus oversight at Thomss Jeffersoa™s
schooll Jefferson fought for public education because
he believed dhat the cidzen’s vine s the founsdation
of demoeracy. Gnly vintpows cltizens, he know,
would rexisy privare gain for the public good, And @
know the peblic good, you have io study firerire,
philosophy, history, and religlon.

For many yows, Jefiemson's wisdom about educs-
tion prevailed, James Q, Wilssn aftributes America’s
low leved of crime during the 19h contiury to & of-
forts of educators to Instill self-discipline. “In the
1830s,” he expigins, “crime began to rise rapidly,
New York dsd more munders than London, even
though New York was onty s fay fraction of (e sizc
of London. However, rather than relying on police
forces or othet government programs, the citiaeas
soncentrated on education.

“Sunday schools were stanted. It was an all-day ef-
fort to provide educmien in morality, sducation in
punauality, In decency, in following rules, and 2¢-
cepiing xesms!bilily‘ in being generous, In being
kind.
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Each year

aominate & book, please send two coples (o

shat ooly books pubtished in 1989 we <ligibie.)

‘Zihjazizxnu1al
POLITICAL BOOK AWARD

The Washington Monthly presents its Politicat Book Awand v the buok published within
the past year that bast examines the people and instinetions that govern Amerdca, I you would Hike to

BOUK AWARD
The Washington Monthly
1641 Connecticut Ave, NW
Washingien, DC 20009

Naminations ¢lose January 20, and the winner will be announced in the March issue, (Piaase note
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*The process was fo successful that i the second
half of the 194 conwry, despite urbanization, despite
the enormaous influx fnfo this country of bomigrants
from forclgn countries sM over Eorope, despiie the
widening class cleaveges, despito the beginning of an
industrial prolewasint, despite gl thoss things which
textbooks 1odsy icach us ceuse crime 10 go up, crime
went dowss, And it wend down Insofar as I, or suy
historian, csn tell because this effort to aubstiwte e

' w;ic af sci{wcw:lroi {or what appeared io be the

One widely used
teacher training guide
states: “The method
recornmends that
no moral judgement

be made by the
teacher. ... [lltis
entirely possible that
children will choose
not to develop values.”

smerging efhic of self-espression mcmde&. in
1830 the average Americas drank 16 gallons of dis-
tilied figuor a year, By 1350, it was down 10 Two,

The Qavor of thit 19h-centary epproach 1o sduca-
sion is preserved today in many state constitutions
North Dakesa’s is lypical in declaring dhat public

schoole should “emphasize ail branches of kvow]-

edge that wad to impress Opon e mind ghe impor-
wnce of ouhifulness, temperance, purity, public spic-
Iv, and sespeet Tor honest labor of svery kind.” In
curreny educstional jargon, this approack is cslicd
*values inculcation.” ,

The inculcation conseasus started to break down
around the stan of the J0th century, Science gained
greater sespet on one hand, and on the other hand
Catholic bishops and conservalive cvangelists denied
thaf tnoral instruction could be 2arricd on apart from
religion. Science emphasizes testing, experience, Te-
liance on what works, not absiract notions of right
and wrong. And education wax influenced by the
pragmatism of William James and John Dewey,
which rejected mela;zizysacnl neﬁons of human con-
éact S

: Th sddition, the cs;abizshmem of coiizge dcp.mrt-“
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judgment be made by the teacher. . :
creasingly clear that the adult docs not foree his own

.\&era] Development as Harvards. - ©,
“A number of married couples’ who iiew eack

.

ments of cultural anthropelogy and the publication of
studies of distant cultures by Murgaret Mesd sad

Ruth Besedict popularized the jdes that 81l values are

culturally determined and hence relsiive,

Take my wife

In 1981 the Califormia State Agsembly considered

 bill that spelled out values tha should be Included
in public school Instnactional marTials. Amiong those

* values were: honosty, acorptsnce of responsibillty, -

respect for the Individuslity of ofhers, fespect for the
mwﬂmhiayiammbcmgapm«in  posi-
tion of suthority, e role of the work ethic in achiev-
ing personal goals, aniverssl values of right and
wrong, respect for propenty, the imporience of the
family snit, and the imponance of respoct for the
law,

The b was defeated,

How have we seached the point wirere & Jist of ba-
sic values Hice that is considercd unsuitable for
schools?

Lintil the sixdey, schools taught values monc bes
cause of hubits bredd 3o the 19t century than begause
of conscious intellectual comminnent, There were
few courses or books in education schools abowt the
teaching of values, That changed with dwe clivil rights
and-antiwar movements, which challenged the oid
valves a5 immare), One immedistc consequence was
the rise of a new theory of moral development, called
“valoes clrification’™ It's wrong R teachers 10 en-
dorse any vﬂm,numymﬁnisbc!pnndcméw
cxwver el own,

Onc widely used 1eacher :raiaing guide, Val«e:

and Yeacking by Louls Raths, makes no bones sbout

“this: “The ides thet we should use all e resources

svailable to 4 1o produce a cenain kind of charseler
is repulsive. We beliove that cach porson has to west
his owa values from the svailable amay. . . We e
coneemnod with the process of valulng and not the
product .. The method recommends thet no moral

pet vatues apon children, What he docs is cresie con-
ditions thet aid children in finding values if they
choose 12 do 3o, When oporating with the values the-
ary, it & entirely pussible shet children wili choose
not fo develop values” (Emphasic added.}
Ansi-incuication textbooks are typically stockpiles
of classroom questions and dilemmas, The follawing

example intended for high school studenis comes

from Hyparhetical Dillemraas for Use in Moral Dis-
cussions, 8 1974 book prepared by l!w Center for

......
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other were thinking of ‘swapping* {c}wngmg pamm gmup to'be savid, one esf thear i:as ) bc throwi'

for sexual intercourse}. The couples lived in the, sm
neighborhood and knew esch other quite well. ’i’hcy
were peoplc i their late thirtics or early forties, The y
feht Tike they would Hke to have few scxual cxpeni-
ences. They felt that after being marvied far 50 long

and Baving sex with the same person, ‘sex had be-

come quite doll,

"1} I all the couples agree to 1, would ir be al-
right for them 1o change partnes? Why or why not?

*2) Recently these have boon 8 number of ‘swap-
ping” cases reported In the newspapers, The public's
reaction §s very nogsive, Why do you think
react thix wity? Do you agres or disagree with them?
Clve reasons.

*3) If the couples had childten, would this make
any differenne? ‘What effect do you think ‘swapplng’
would have on the children? 'What could some of the
positive effects be?

~4) What could some of the negarive effects be?™

Yalues Clarification: A Handhoak for Teackers
end Studenrs by Sidney Simonw-a Bigh-school text
that has sold 500,000 the [oliowing ex-
ermcise: Have the students sit in a clrcle and pretend
that they are on a Tifc £aft and that in order for the

.’wlw getx fosscd out. Afiey the vote, the
© cluss fhe valucs :mpw::t in the deciglon.

‘overboard. Eath student mist justify why e

‘shiuldn't be the' "onc, Finally, the kids vote to detide
stazdmts d;s-

- In one {2th-grade clzssmom £ young man uf-
comfortable with the sxercise said he'd jump over-
board, One can hardly blame him for wanting out,
The exetcise makes teznsgers worry sbout the value
of their lives but abstsing from massuring them about
i Whal cosid be more destructive than that? Relher
than spending preciols school time having the siu-
demis consider ways o bulld & community, 1cachers
sre having thery debate wife.swappiag snd decide
whao 1o Kill.

Surveys and besiscllers have aleried us 1o the
shocking inadequacies of American studeniy” basic
knowiedge, In our public schools, the apmosphere of
confused neglece fosicred by values clurificstion

. trns this Tacnad ipnorgnce ino 2 more! wasicland,

In & recent survey of Americsn students” knowledge
of history, obe ghtl's answey o “Whea was the Civil
War?” was “Fdon't know and 1 don'tcars.™

One or two glasces a1 her toxtbooks and you can
begin to sce why she feels hat way, There is linie

ch ?4 93 3 Zi} Ni} 8{]:» P {}9
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BLACK ENTREPRENEURSHIP
pLACK DERNIIEE | AGEST) |
Paul
ENTREPRENEURSHIP | - Sl e and P P et i

communities, this impodant new book provides fresh
thinking ebout values, institutions, and econamics. Slack
Entreprenaurship in Amsﬂ'm shows how black Americans
can becoms oqual Is the Amarican draam. Bold
and ploneeting, it oltliinas a strategy for v the
ovarall expansion of the Amerdcan sconomy jnto black
seonomie o

Pryda and Groen describe how public datlsions can i .

N galvanize the entraproneurial potential of famifies and e
L] communitles, Scﬁd.ﬁ‘;mnded in inlerview data,
3 consulations with & wida varlely of acasemic and buciness
f,’ exparts, and a thorough reviaw of relevant lterature, the
o authors® research was sponsored by the Ingtitvte for the
IRt Study of Econamic Culture, Boston University,

\‘l‘ ISBN: 0-85738-280-8 {cloth) 224 pp. $2435

| IN AMERICA

Shelley Green &
Paul Pryde

Cadat from your boakstors ot diect itdm the publisher,
" ajor credil cards accaptod. Gall (28‘%} 9322280

transaction pubhshers
Oepariment BEAZ - .
Rulgsrs—The State ijmvers;zy

How Brunswick, NS 08903 |

transaction
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there of historical controversics, conflics, glories, or
tragedies, Litde thare 10 engage the stodent, 10 dis-
turb. to make her think, to excite ber, 10 muke her
deeam, That's a1 been Danded owm, In Triwmgeh of the
American Nation, one of the most widely used high-
schoo! history textbooks, a text that People for the
Amzrican Way calls “substantive and well-wrimes,”
Martin Luther King is described as feading the Mont.
gomery bus boycort in response to discrimination
against blacke, but dwere is nosense of who he Iy, of
how he came to belicve in nonviolesce, of the pro-
foundly eeligious and spitirual person that he was, In
thiz bank, racial discrimination 1x described a5 afegal
fssue resolved by the 1964 Civil Righs Aot

Equally disturbing is the short shift such books
secord Geotge Washington, Abraham Liscoln,
Woodrow Wilson, snd Frankiia Roosevelt, One high-
schoud textbook finds it it to spend two puges on the
use of water rights during the Clvil War, but offers no
sralysis of Lincoln, And texebooks describe e Pl
grims as “people who take long trips.™ In fact, x-
cording to Paul Gagnoa, & Uaiversity of Mas.
sachusetis hisiery professor, in every one of the five
st poptelar high-school history texts, tnove space is
glves ts Andrew Camnegie and Joha D Rockefeller
than 10 Abraham Linceln. Litde is said in those
bockt about the decper resches of character in Wil
son and FDR, their backgreunds, or their polirical
amd religious principles.

_ Parents are for Nazis

A weacher’s guide put out by the Kational Educa
tion Association favors valoes clarification over char
scter inculoation. It condemng Vsrempts {0 incufcate
a sei of given vittues, 2.3, the Boy Scout code. , ..
This approach has often beerr used by peopie adve-
cating s stringent adherence to white middle-class

values-—as they themselves choase to interpres those’

values.” The guide states, “All of the authars in this
volurae, the editor, and the Nationa! Education Asso-
cistion, have chosen 1o help students discover their
opaions, envision likely consequences, then make
their own choices about whet is good and honorsdle
tather than tryiag (o instill corin “correct” values™
A yecent witicle by & philosophy professor named
Gersld Paske i Educarional Leadership, the princie
pal publication of the 91 000-member Assonistion
for Supervision end Corriculum Development, at
tacks 8 proposal for teaching raditional vafoes on the
grounds that their applicaion may have fictle rele-

vance to modem life, For examplé, Paske argues that
the value of “honorniag clderly parents™ may have bad !
consequenzes beoanse “such things 28 taking thémi, -

_into our hemca pra?idiﬁg fer their oonomic sup-
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pors, and preserving elr lives. . would 1oday be in-
appropriate, ofien impossible, and {requently inhu.
mane, The inteoduction of retirement programs and
Social Securlty, dwe dispersion of family members
throughout the nation, gad the gmadvm in medis

ta) feehnology have generated many sitiations in
which the traditionsl conduct would frustrate rather
thas promoie the hmwnng of ofe's pareius” .

fn another article in the same issue, Robest Pri. - .
mack, an edugation professor, condemans the idez of
u:aehing charscier in thess words: “Assume for the
meenent that the schoels | | . acoept the aotion of the
great wadition in education and they begin tcacking
pasristism. How do they distinguish ameng pavio-
tavn? T st be pointed out that | ., the teaching of
the great tradivion by indoctrination charscterized the
Germnan schoal sysiem during much of its history pri-
of Lo the Naxi tske-over and certainty doring the Rezi
tekoover itself.”

These commrents are (ypical of the ideas your chi)-
dren's weachers are suined on. Do we really want our
Rids o revile the Boy Scouts, shandon family thes,
and belicve that chaoscter-building is for Nazis?

A recent mrticle in The New Republic by David
Hemilion describes Boston University's keover of
the Cheiten school system, in which the gewen
tuliding dates from 1910, less than half tie nith
gradery pass stae-mandated wests (a3 compared to a
79 percent pass rufe statewide), and 52 percent never
compleie high school: the syssem has one of 1he
highest student prognancy raies in the state. With alt
shese problerns t be solved, Hamilton is worried be-
cause BLi's president John Silber wams to emphasize
"maoral educsiion.” & program of wesching siudents
respect, courage, empathy, and integrity. Hamilton
asks, “Will the Chelses schools wach unwed preg-
nant teepagers thar abortica is immorat? Moral ofu-
cation eould well become 3 euphemisen for instras-
tion in {Silber’s) particular brand of moral
consereativn.” Isn't it slarming that the foar of moral -
guidance for students runs that deep? So decp that i
surfaces oven whers 18 obvious he Tack of values is
having the most miserable conseguences,

The majer criveism of nox teaching valucs is very
simple: There 2re some values that teachers should
affirm. Not all values are the same. My daughter is
the only gitd on her soccer team, aod recently some
of the boys on 1the team spit at her, The coach
shonidn’t have the boys jusrify thelr actions. He
should have them ytop, He should make sure they
know they wete wrong. That's what he shogld do,
What be sctusily did (clls you 2 lot about the schools
wiay }ic d!d xzethmg 3

" This z'& the first of o, umt !es on rwtﬁmg valices.
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O ” ” l . you graduate?” asked s grade
L ¥ school teacher of her students in
turned to a female student and asked, “Would
g i f ron similar stories—rueful teachers” lounge chron-
icles of abject motal collapse by children bare-

C T & Baltimore County classroom I visited recent.
you work for him?” "] guess s0,” the young
Iy old enough to make grilled cheese sand-

ly. A young man raised his hand: “A pimp.
You can make good money.” The icacher then
Rl ht "1"0] x l woman replied lethargically.
- In my five years in the Maryland Depart-
ment of Education, I've heard hundreds of

. wiches by themsclves. But these days you

The most :mpeﬂant less011  don't need to work in education to hear such
: P mind-numbing tales. Tum on the TV nows and
GI&?"SCf)C}O[S dﬁ?i 4 IEﬂCb there you have it: Our schools are hotbeds of R
violence, vandalisin, and upethical behavior,
. Recently we've hedrd of & studept-run LSD
by Kathleen Kennedy Townsend ¥ing in one Virginia school and the bartering of
stolen college entrance exams in one of Néw
York City’s most selective high schools. Sixty-
one percent of high school students say they
cheated on an cxam during the past year. Na-
tionwide, assaults on teachers are up 700 per-
cent since 1978, Each month 282 000 students
are attacked. And for the first fime ever, the
risk of violence 1o tecpagers is greater in

school than on the streets,

Obviously, we've got a problem here—a
problem not just of viclence, but of values.
Plain and simple, many of our kids don’t seem
o bave any, or at least any of 3 socially con-
structive kind, But what to do about 12-year-
old aspiring pimps and cheaters? You might
think the solution lies with that “family val-
. wes” constituency, the Republicans, Yet a year
_ of podium-thumping in favor of “values™ by
the Bush adminsstration was not backed by a

Km}deu Kepnedy Tewmd’ it dircctor of the Marviowd Student
Service Atfiance of the Muorsknd Department of Edweation.
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single voncreie plan of action. In his four yewrs us
president, George Bush offered nothing more sub-
stantial than o PR stunt--his Theussnd Points of
Light Foundation. Sdil, a1 least the cans have
been willing 1o telk about values. Fov al) of Bilt Clin-

ton's 12-point plans,h&hmmtomupmiba.

specific agenda for restoring values,
To cxpisin sway thar omission, Democrats argue

that the ultimate responsibatity for inspiring valuves
lies not with the povernment, but with the family. A
day i one of the nation's public schools might weil
convinse the average citzen st thare Democrats
poed a reality check. Face jt: In some homes, parents
simply aren’c paragons of civic or ehical virgse. If
we raly on the fanily tlone to instll values, we will
fail. Ay onc 2]-yenr-old ex«con said, “Kids grow wp
with & father or an upcle who is robbing siotes. They
figure, ‘If my father can do it 50 ¢an 1) I other
homes, parents simply aren’t around, In o series of
recent warkshops sponsored by the Matyland stats
gowermnment, high schnol studenis suggesied a nom-
ber of solutions they thooght wauld help them better
withstand the sndsocial pressures that budler them,
While much of what they sad wag expected-—tnore
infermation sbout drugs, greater student participation
in school and county decisions--ono wes a real eyo-
apener: They asked that their parents have dinner
with them more often.

Ultimately, the goal should tx to help parents maiss
kind and law-abiding children. Bt how do we get
there? Why not guen 16 the gne ingtitudon that soes
the problem more closely than any, and that touches
children on ¥ regular and sustained basis: the public
rchool. Why no rsach valoes in school?

Before you dismiss this suggestion a3 s William
Beoneticsque ploy 10 end ealls for more school re-
soprees, additional jobs programs, or parestalleave

Jeglslationwal] worthy goale—hear me o, Teach-

ing values does not mean using the classroom o
push o panticular poist of view on any politeal is-
sut-53y, abortion or the death penalty~—that hes
worked 118 way ¢ the core of the values debaie,

We're nof even taiking sbout school prayer or re- .

quiring the Pladge of Allegiance, I1t's much simpler
then that Teaching values tocans guietly helping
kids 3o learn honesty, responsibilisy, respect for othe
ers, the importance of serving one’s copanunity acd
agtiov-—ideals which have sufficizntly universal ap-

peal {7 serve 35 the founding and guiding principles

of this country, In the schools, values cducsation’

means lessons aboul foendship and angcr stealing”
and responsibilily, simply being polite, respecting
others, serving the needs of those who may be less”
fmgz;amwaﬁ !cssom sadly wscm frcmz ZOday & -,
‘e . =, of Marylapd's pioncering sffort in promoling coms-

riculum, - B A ST

T M The Warkineton Moanthiy/Daepder 1997

Teachisig these sorts of values does more than
yicld heart-warming anscdotes of students wping
ol Isdies scross the stioes. It brings
fmprovement 1w the Tives of children and their fami.
lics. A survey af 176 schools that Bave sdopted »
values cupriculom found that 77 perceat reporied a
decrease in discipline problems, 68 percent boasted.
an increase in stendance, and 84 percest showed a
decrease in vandslism, Thres years after tdhe Jackie
Rolinson Middle School 3o New Haven, Connecti-
et injtiated 2 vajues curriealurs, the sumber of sto-
demt pregnancies went from 16 to zero. After the
Muerwin Blomentary School {n Irwindale, COalifornia,
institned & churecter education program, damage duc
16 vandalism was reduced from $25,000 1o $500; dis-
ciphinary action decseqsed by B0 percent; and—could
it beT-acadomic 15l scores went up,

Teaching values is clearly worth the troudle. So
why s “values education™ stll one of edocation’s ne-
glocted stepshildren? Why is K that schools that now
teach values are rere—qost often independent efforts
by one of two inspired cducetors? Becsuse, despite
thee family values chirchat, there's beon o political or
popular consensus that values should be a5 much a
paet of the curmiculum sy reading xod writing, We
need 8 more ofgaaized spproach, If we are ready to
instill 2 sense of values in America’s vouth, 3t will
take a concerted cifort by both paliticst Jeaders and
educsiors to make it happea,

Selective service

S0 where 10 begin? How about with 2 notion rele-
geted 1o the back bomer in the get-it-whils-you-can
cightics: comumunity service, Serving others is held in
such low regard smong our youls that 60 percent of
high school students said in & vecent survey they sim-
piy would not he willing 1o *volunteer 1o serve thelr
corpmunity for a year™ That's s remarksble figure
pot only because 50 many aren't willing to serve, bit
becawse 5o muny of those who responded negatively
hgve never served 1o begin with, The students”™ dis-
{aste for service could fargedy be a distaste for the up-
knows. Bul when crudents are zxposed 1o this up-
known-ghrough activities such g tsioring, visiting
the eldedly, rehsbilitating homeless shelters, lobbying
for new Jaws—3hedr reaction is appreciably different,

Alethea Kalandros, as a nintds-grade student in
Baltimore County, missed more than 70 days of
school end was tempted to drop out. The noxt year
she missed 1wo days of school. What bappened? Ske
enrotied in 2 propram thal allows her fo voluniesr ml
the Marylsnd School for the Blind, "It gives e 3
reason (o come 1o school,” she says. Alethes is gant
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reunlty sorvice, While the program is now voluntarily |

offered by only & eoupic of schooks, Maryland, after
years of heated! debate, recently bectne the fifst state
to m;;m: Al high school students vo perform com-
mugicy servics fn order to gzadunzc Startmg pext

' year, all students entering

she ninth grade st com-
prete 75 hours of sorvice
or $lasses which fncorpos

~dimne. OF course, that dookn’t weean all servics pro-

gxmmmbcmase!ﬁmcady bmi;docsahcwﬂm
costs canbe keptiow. . .. -

~Beyond that, the ugamcnts agaiust scrvice b

come mare sm:% The president of the Maryland

Teachors Association, for

example, called the pro-

posai “enforoed servitude”

tnd claimed that it violat-

rate.service ino the les. & SUrvey of 176 schools that have 4 te Thirseats Amend-

son, such B3 stieam tagting

ment. What's reslly both-

in an environmentsl gdgpt'edaualggs gnyﬂgg]am‘fgum} ering the cducators?

sourse or writing about

Probably the fact thac they

vishs to the cldorly in an  ghat 77 percent reported & decrease ¥ould be required to

English class. As part of
B program, studems are
required to “prepare and
reflost.™ This means, for

in discipline problems,

change their teaching
mothods. As Pat Me.
Corthy, vice-president of
the Thomas Jefferson Cen-

instance, complementing 08 percent hoasted an Increase in ., , son-profit founda-

. working in a soup kitchen

tion specializing in values

with learning about the &ttendance, and 64 paiﬂent showed cducadion, says, “The

most common causes of

homelessaess. a decrease In vandalism.

Any of » wide variery
of activities Rullifi the re-
quiretnent, fromm repairing
# Jocal pleyground fo fus
toring fellow students, The impacy, however, goes
beycnd helping the needy, Community service, a3 the
limied expericace in schools has shown, teaches su-
deots values and citizenship, For instance, while
fourth, fifth, and sixth graders at Isckeon Etementary
Schoot in Salt Lake City, Utah, were studying ground
water pollution, they discovered that barrels of toxie
waste were buried just four blocks from their school.
They waged s vigorous public relations and fundrais-
ing campaign to clean up the site, evenslly winning
the support of the city's mayor. When this effor: vas
stymied-—LUak state faw does pot allow for privaie
donations to clesn up such sitrs—they lobbied the
legisiature and changed the statute, And while ser
vice progeams can help students make o difference
outside the schoal, they also have an impatt ingide
the ciassroom: They make Jearning more intcresting
by simply helping studeats to understand bow 1o ap-
ply textbook fessoas in the real world,

Despite successes in experimental programs, stub-
bom tesistance o community scrvice from cducators
is stll the norm, evea in Marylend where the Super-
mtendents Arsociation, the PTA, and the local boards
of educstion all fought agaiast the new service re-
quirement. One of the moyt common knee-ierk resc
tions is cost, But sk educators in Atlanm, Georpia,
who have becn operating a regional serviee program
for cight years, and they'li tell you it doesu’t cost a

biggest snpediment to vaj-
ues education is teacher
educstion.” You can’t
teach community service
out of 8 textboek: it takes

' thire and thought, which,
of course, takes effort. Aad that, for some sducstors,
is & wugh concept to aceept.

While community service teaches values through
hands-on experisace, that’s but one pisce of the puz-
gle. ¥ we want (o instill values, why not taks an cven
raore straightforward approsch: Teach them directly.
It may sound mdical, especintiy when we are tafking
sbout methods Iike memordizing passages from the
Bible, “bribing” kids with discounts at the schoo!
store to behave decently. permitting studenzs in class
discussions so destribe problems they face 3 home,
snd aliowing teachers to moke it clear that they might
Bot approve of some parests’ valuzs. But while stu-
dents sre sometimes taught that what bappeons &
home is not always s good thing, teaching values
does pot mean separapting the parents from the
iessons. Quite the contrary, & sman values program
includos parsuts, too, Before 8 values program st
Gauger's Junior High in Newmark, Delaware, was
implemenied, 100 people~—parents, teachers, stu-
dents and community representatives-—aitended 2
two-day conference in which shey learned about the
purpose and goals of the program and the ways they
conld help implaanest it, Farcals provided iaput and
teachers know they hasd community suppert. And in
the end, sobody had to worry thst bitle Petey would

baounce home from valucs class chuiching the coliess

zd works of Lyndon LaRouche,
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Iz it really possible (o teach values that we ali
apree upan? Of course, In fact, schools in an indirect
way dready pessent studeots with a st of vilues that
is wniversally respesied: What are owr offorts to inte-
graie our schools and probibitions against stealing of
&rinking in school # oot an sducation in vakes? It's
not difficult to take this type of tiinking one step fur-
ther, ereating o curncuing that teaches other valups
that sre universally accepted but are aloost never ac-
tusily aught directly 1o our youth. In districts such a5
Sweet Home, New York, and In Howand and Balti-
more counties, Maryland, superintendents formed
representative groups of cormunity leaderss that in-
cloded people 25 ideslogically diverse as fundamen-
talist miniswers and ACLU storneys. They held pub.
lic foryms and Hstened 10 community epinion and
afier months of exsensive discassion, the groups pro-
duced 2 Hst of values with which everyone was com-
fortable. Now, when people in these comumnunities
a3k, “Whose values 7 they can proudly say “Ours,”

At places Yike Hebbuille Elemcntary in 8 Jowig-
come section of Baldmore County, the results sre ime
pressive. There, teachers hold ot the promise of -
wring the mentally relarded as a reward for childen
who have finished thelr assignments, dose well oo #
test, shown improvement, or been belpful i <iass,
The students sctually vie for the privilege. Tiesha
was picked 1o help out In & <lass of 15 seven- and
cight-year-olds whose 10% are in the 3045 range, *1
like being = helper,” she says, “I uied 1o teach my
eousin that 100 perceot and 100 percent squal 200
percent. Whee | saw her write two, T was so happy.”

Al the Waverly Elementary school in Baltimore
City, valves Yessons are taught through discussions
abaul pesr pressure, The teacher chooses 13 students,
divides them into four proups, sod asks them to per-
form skits shout pecr pressure, One skit involves
Daniel, whose three hip ¢lassmates mock him be-
cause he wears non-brand-name wnnis shoes. Dsniel
persuades his parents 1o bay Nikes and when be re
turss to rehool, the gang sccepes him, In ceflecting
upon the skit. Daaiel says, “All the friends were
meking the decision rather thas me making my own
decision.” Another siudent said, “Daniel could have
decided o be differenc” Tt is significant that the sta-
demts made up this fact pattern. o the kids-and-
snrakers staries you umatiy hear, children are gs-
sauiting each other for Alr Jordans. Here, they are

‘pirding themselves to acoept an alternative.

That's well and good, but we're s1ill missing one
crucial clzment: accountability. For values edocation
10 sucoeed and prosper, schools need to show that it's
paying off in tangible ways. That means, for | lsgance,
keaping track of indicators such 85 mates of crime and
vandslism in schools or the aumber of students in-
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volved in mxﬁmumky se:vk:t. whate Va'iucs upe ix:itig
tagght ’ .

Class war

Many may rescaf this cafl for v&imasxwayfor
pareats 1o shifk their own résponsibility onte’ some-
one else, of may sce it as another passing fad. As for
parenis, they may cling to concerns shout which val-

"sies their children should iearn. But our collcctive

tmpzdmm pale next to the slternative: another pene
exution of children growing up without & morel com-
pass.

Changing will Lake conrage, but we can take heant
from one fifth-grade class § watched where the topic
was “the fight 1o be an individeal.™ The parposs was
to help the children decide when their own sctions
are inspproprigee and e develop stoaegics for im-
proving their classmates’ bohavior, The discussion
began with a vety simple story sbom a boy named
Bobby who never washed bimself and hed oo
fricods. Beentually be realized that he'd have 1o take
& bath if he waated his elassmates to ask him 1o plsy.
The immedinté lesson was aboul cleantiness—abous
as ianocuous ¢ value ss you can find. But the moral
had petinence even for frequent bathers: Sometimes
change is not azly good, but necessay, That's a les-
son that should resonate, net just with fifth-graders,
but with the next administration. Clearly, the old
ways of inculcating values in our kids are no Jonger
eorkmg We grownups have got to change our think-

mg, 0
WINTER
INTERNSHIPS

" Internships are available at The
Washington Monthly. Delve into all
aspects of publishing, from business
to production to editorial.

" Contact Elliott Beard at (202)
462-0128 or send résumé, two rec-
ommendations, and writing samples

. (azticlcs, term papers, eic.) to:

The Washington Menﬂﬂ y
16} 1 Connecticut Ave. N.W, .
-~ Washington, D.C. 20009 '
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s we walhed afong the J6 M
beach one afrernoon, W%
my parents’ old friend
sefleceed on his life,
with starcling candar,

Afces dinnes, he plopped down

i ¢ chintz-covered chair. "1

wasi't 4 good ferhen,” he said. I ,

What could he mean? {
woadered, Afwr all, he waslike |
# godpacent w roy four youagee -
siblings. bringing presencs and
sending notes.

“When sur children were
young,” he cobd me, "my wife
and 1 workad all day and often
went out 3¢ pight. Wy didn'r
pay much snention o the kids
We were tos wvolved in our
own Hves.” At family gatherings
sy, he continued, he scases
his children want something he
cannot give them, "I you don't
take the connscrion with your
children by the time they are
eight, it fost,” he said in 2
Jose wosice, “1 think of fumily
as sticking together, raking
care of each ocher. 1 wish |
had kaown that then.”

A few days Jaer I mer a
friend for lunch, He'd Jusc had 2 dild,
and deliphted in shasing storics. Bur a3 we
prepared to feave, he mentioned a
thought thar stayed with me. “The teal
problem with being 2 parens,” he confid-
od, "I that you have 1o grow up.”

I know the kind of growing up my
friend was talkiog about, the kind [ sup-
pose tny parencs’ friend missed. It's
bound up i sacrifics and responsibiliey,
2nd requires casting aside the "me” in
exchange for » devotion @ “themn™—che
chiildren. Maruriey has always been hard,
but it is parricalarly so for 3 generation
ratsedd in the age of self-fulfiliment.

if besiseller lists are any indication, our
inrercst in nurnwing outschves far overs
shadows the desire 1o nurture the aexy
generation, Whik adules smrch fac theic
inner children, the real childeen they've
produced await 3 commitment other gen-
erarions made without guestion.

Dur sociecel neglect of childeen is 1
nattonal disgrace. Too many childeen five
in unspeakable poverty, complicating the

Let’s Grow U

It time for every parent to

fpyrore bis inner child

ey n b b W e i e W e e

sready difficule job of growing up safe,
healthy, and well-educated; oo many
athers, both cich and poor, Hive in families
torn by paseatal bickering ot the absence
of & second set of comforing arms.

As 3 parent o four daughters, | have
fearned that we must spend time with our
childeen and ger involved in die public
issoes vhat affect them, H we don't, we
haandicap heir ability @ grow up. That's
why [ founded 2 program to help young
prople szrve sur communities and vur
eountry—isasning the sence of rerponsi-
tiliey theac enriched carlier generations.

Today, the things our garenes did for
us sen more complicsted o pull off
More single-parent houscholds. More
cconomic pressures forcing both parents
(o work autside the hame. One study
estimnates that "Funily time” b decreased

40 peecent sinwe World War 1.
1 suspect tlie read ziedmc s cven
greacer.

Economic trends may cause
parents o sacrifice time with
kids ro provide for kids, but in
the time that remaing, we need
to re~emphasize the qualivies
thae ke peaple good parents,
Qur rance of sdf-absorpdon is
only on¢ of many forces that
preven parenrs from acdng in
their children's best inwrexss.
But it's 2 force we can do soroe-
thing sbout,

{ ones wsked 2 private-school
dean why ber graduates” SAT
scoret were low, and she wid
me parents seldom ask such
questions, “Fve called parene
when | have hewrd of drinking
partics at their houses,” she lawer
redd me. "They say it's none of
my business what the kids do
ouside of school.™

Oing patent from a rekae
tively affluent area called
my office ta complain
shaows the now communiny-
service cequiremenr for
public high schost stu-

dents. "You're going ta nuske me spend 2
Satusday driving my child 1o do service!”
she said, outraged 2t the thought, Anoth-
et parent was just a3 direct: “Why should
vy child care for.the homeless?”

Sociery at harge—including emplayers
znd poditicians—roust fook after the newt
genesution, bur the ultinuace responsibaliny
rermaing with parenes. To teach the rght
vabues, we muist domonstaate them. Insir-
ing that childeen don't abuse drugs or
alaohol means showing tham other routes
1o pleasure, Demanding chat schoals see
high scandards and chitdren meet thers &
sssential, busr it docs pot velease purenss
from ceadiag to them, helping with
homework, and gewing them involved in
ConBOTERITY Service,

This is an emergeacy. If we Fail rs ace
an behalf of aur chiddren, (hetoric shour’
our concees for theie well-being is hol-
low, =

Kathieen I{(em{‘&{; Towasend direces the
Marybind Student Service Alliance,
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* Street Jourpal argued
3 - that 1t violsled child lo-

s bor' Inws. To be mpan.-
ingful, thesa people’
aeid,- dervioy a?wuid be
vwluzat.ary. RS
= Citlzen wmm ia nei-

_ ther slavery nor child
" labor. The student gov-.
ermz:eut moc:mtmnn in seven of the largest eoun.,
t&m voted in favor of it. They argued that the ser- .
uirement 18 & rare opportunity, granted all 5o
' + poaks Bay day g with her class to plag a) pa:ﬁmf?i’lﬁm o Advacprsin

S one 2 4 . men of their' comimunities, Ag many ¢f the .-

Witl mmammmizm v ptudsnts themselves testified al the hearings, if

itlon the legislature on behalf of .- sumeene or something hadn’t gotien them to serve
in the firgi place..-- a parent, & charigmatic teach- -

. ar, an honor sacisty or confirmetion Yequiremént
~ they would never have krwwu what pl&asure'
mm to others can e, o

q{,ﬁm m l@g!atum tried to Loval school districty have ésvelcpe& the:r w}n :

feﬁ mtizenabtp service courses snd programs. Tu some’,

‘achools, students may do thear servics. without

Mving thn &ssmm* ﬁxey might. write & play. .
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mmmwmmﬁmscgmzrorwm& .
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Ad ninistration:Tackles

By RONALD $xtmfp¢mz, iR
TIMES POLIVICAL wrirgn * ¢ -¥ Ay
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v -' inatili asd ivigorale values? Hna
“phitewpher’s dilermma with umtumgiy
pmucaz implications. .= 7 v ;

T From President Clnton W conserva s

b tive former Education Sevrelary Wilham’
~« J, Bonneyy, poiiticnl isaders acrons the
.idesidgical gpecirom are deelaring that’
~7 government Programs cannet ameliorate

o Amered's socisl probiems without s
BWHEDIN g zf(:drimd venewah il v

A greas crisis of tue pinkesl | i grip-
ping Amerite Woday.” Chintori exys, “The

- résbotisizof cue time i Wm! " akym

+ Benneit. L ieruiliniviea

Yo ¢ Far years, values have baen the potitd.

» cul equivalent of wesiher: Everyone .
tuikedt alurat thegr bul, oo g0 did any-
isg about (hem. Now the’ Adminiica.

ton is beginning tahin e debiate 1o
Pt Serrain by eievmng the issue of how

. public polcy zan nrengzhen mmml
vaiuenand the cammumiy !.nwmtmm
that nurire them. | 5,3 e

Thix ymputse is ;mngiy inﬁvenc»«

+, urhanrenewal ahd even Grithn. The .

{ ¢ eraekdOwn on-eTiminals legisiition.

- passed by the Senate tast mornih, for tn.
stanee, alsc ineludes $400 mithon Lo help
community groups operite aftsr-school

-programs in trovbied neprhibgrhonds. The
ACTHNIRLEBLION b6 cnrmg L lrhan rede.
velopmant plen o enootrage cities (o umw
Briss - roUky oommanily organisations o
design and deliver social services.

he cammar: aim in these initiatives iy

Y1 strengthien the fabzic of thurcher,
Banprefa g and iocal orgenizers—
things that pull peopls wegether kud can
wphold vaives,” xeys Marc A, Weiss, zoe-
cial aswaigng 1o Housing sisd Ut De.

- veiopmens Sevreiary Henry §, Cisnerss.
© Much stit] divides iefland right on
theae issues, Bul even the widening ton-
m Thist many socikl probisme are

200ted in ogltural trenda tike the growth
of out.of - wediock births representa an
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;sottmtmm ' Y .
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‘theiety; s a'pubh beclor, we'don't hawes
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‘w;mm"aematt + president of the-
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% earier this mlmih andg i 8 facer inter-

«olew, Bennetl argued that a resteration
mf clturat vaives Semands a roliback of

tsgwenwem Deesuse tiemaoders wellars
 Atate has uswrped the roles fnrmexiy ‘
iptayed by private insisutions like
thurches. This rule has excepliots: Most

£ i
i mmh E | oomrvaﬂva thirk tanlk, “Thel} [roenservaives believe ;mblu: schoois

1 tenxian by iat on e other hand, Armeri-1}
< c&ns are clrurly seeing that the individu i
-+ w) chotoes thay heve been made it gy b
. Ing public palicy conseguentes.” I

|
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Clinton has serarebied the partisen di-
mensions of this sationzt dalogue by
wmm views o@ the impartance of
two-parent familics and personal rewpot-
sivility tvat Demoerate mostly have shied
wway fromm for the et quarter -cantury,
When discussing the comribution of |.
maral erosion Lo pmbizm i toen-age §
pregaancies of crima-—or the nesd lor
crimingis 1 besz persenal responsibilily %

t

1
H

]
!

for thelr actions, no malter the conditions

of thelr upbringing - Clinion can mnd

Hue n cunpervilive. But these agree

mers detween left ank rmmmzk 5 hm-

dammenia difl‘emm in approach, partis.

slariy on gove«mmmt srofein . ey

Inculeating values. 17 81 *
Inaspeechito the Rmm T-‘aumw

y

shauid e anscuraged “tawch right ang
cwreng.” They siso back schoot veuchers,

L. prtly because thiy sould help churches

alxrt or expand religrous schocis

But generaily. Benneit says, concern
mout eroding values “leads insluctabily
Lo the conclugion that we need fess gov.
erpment- Lhat goverasment arsogetes re-
pparsihility wntg itzelf and cthis enda up
taking ressgc:mhi!ltjr from the Arierican
.peopie.”

For many masarvmvu. welnre 1ypr-
{m the dynemic] In an argument em.
brmd by aneii and eiher leading
RONBErvRL Yo, suthor Charies Murrsy
_muim ihay weifare hat oblitersted
the historie financial consteaints againg
Bearing chifdrer vut-of - wedtock ang
thus gdisrupted the "natueat forces that
Xave' . for m:iiennaa eneouraed
mi.xge as be put 12 1n a recent article,

L Mupray's ankwer eliminute welfare tor

o SO b i 1hsr

i «ri : 1y v sqanes ? 3

-alt women 1ot now bn therlis in itss
drasiic form, the same argument shapes,
the House GOP propesat Lo aliow siates”

“Hoyeut off weifaze for.teen. ags roothers,

s aChinton teieels thase prdposals as puni -

N v, While largely echosng the tonser -
v&iwe call for & revival of valaen, e por-
trays sudh apirtuEl renewsl At K: .0

YaGppiement o government sclion; 1ot i
subsutate ford. !

In the memorable pherse of Bl No-
vember spoech 10 Biack mirdatecs :n
Memphin, Tean., Chinton sugintained thal
Progress against socisl probl ey reqzzzraa
changes frorm t}oth the “mside o&n " and
thé "auwde in.’ it

Mmt of IHese “ouiside in” c?ngea arew
components of his broades domestie
agenda: more money for Head Start, ob &
training and college scholarship, the &
créstion of community developrent .
b&nkx 1 tond in deprassed arass and m .
creastd funding for community pol wce. |

But Clinton has moved weil beyond |
thoat broad palicy inttiatives, Without
muh etienticn, the cisim of inntilling 1 3
values has become & caniral Astification
for several key items on iz ugenda, & 1+

“in the Adminisiration. the untharted - E
f;-?mielsr of these duscussions about cul. |

+s
kS
4

-u.mw—- ;,,(MM

13

"in America

st recanstruction conters on efforis o
use goverriment (o slrengtins the locai
wrstiuations, from churches (o block asso.
ciations, thay holsier valoes and form the
rivie spine of neighborhonds.

‘These evolving efforis al "capacily-
Bailding™ for focal wsistutions refiect an
RwERrEness tRaL “governient has the
ieast credibility on (e Mrent lovel it
werms of promoting valises,” one senior
poicY -maker s2ys.

Undes the urban renewai legiatation
passed & Hart of the budgel package tast
summer, 2ties have 16 inciude grass.
POOLS Grgaiizatons in We pRNNIng pro-
vest when designing gpplications for the
new fudpral “empowerment soner™ that
will be estpbhishiod fater this yesr.

S imlariy, the 3100-milfion initiative w
rombal homelesiness under way ai
HD envigions much greater nse of non-
profit local groups to deliver sarvices,
Weiss said. The same thrust drives [efis-
iation that Sen. Il Bradley (D-N.1L} has
pushed through Congress, providing
Tunds for communily groops Lo operats
afters schpol programy at public achools
and rodern squivalents of sotiiement
honises for young mothers,

CGrerall, the Admunistration’s Uunking
oni swpengihening comraunily institstions
is sili aponty,” says Linda Tare- Whetar,
president of the Nationai Qenter for Poli-
¢y Altersatives in Wastungton, Financial
constraints have reduced many of these
ideas to pilet proects, Bot the dirgrlion,
Tarr-Whelan pelieves, is promising.
"Ore of the larger guina of the Chinton
Administralion conld be cresiing new
waye 1 Lhink aboets not only how we de.
itw 21 ervices, bhul Dow we jpave some
thing behind in the community beside Lhe
mervice itsell,” she says.

Sult, no ane underestimates the Gitfi-
Lulty of revernng inmdiogs cultural |
Lrends tha have cumuiated for decades,
particuiarly iti depressed urhan arons,

Indeeg, Douglas §. Massey, & s0civig-
wist at the Universiny of Chitago, says
Clinton may be overestimating the value
ot moral exharision and undarestimat.
ing the impersance of socisl isolation in
seitng urban culturst standards.

“ALons level iLisimportant o sey
theas thingy are important ts e soei-
#12." Massey says, But in mact urban ar-
3%, he maintams, the cadl for spiritizal re-
newal “will be seen a8 irrelavant unless
you change the irdumstance.”

Moo e
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lee Chnton Credu: for Cultural Gams

More than five years ago Bill Bennett,
the inventive conservative idea man, com-
pited an index of leading eultoral indica-
fors modeted after the econonic indices,

The social indicters, he dedlared, would
alow & simblar “empirieat gnalysis to ok
tural issues.” The measures inclsded

Politics & People
, By Albert' R, Hunt

rrime statisties, myriad data o the fam-
Hy ~illegitinate births, diverce, weifare
anel ahorficn—and giher sdncational, cub
{ural and redigisus guides. .

It gainted o Dleak picture, suggesting
that while the Reagan years had Hited
America out of its economic doldrums,
there was 5 dangerous egtierd) pathology
in {he land. “Wa have experiefived sub-
stanlin} soctal repression,” worried My,
Benneit. "Tofay the forees of social de-
composilion gre chatlenging -and in some
. instanges, everfaking - the lorces of social
vompesition.”

Today, with the strangest econsmy in
decades, some {rustyated Republicons
was {0 geite thege cultyral and moral i
snes to retake the political initiative. The
eitural decay of Ameries was g majny
theme of the Houge managers in the im-
peachment ¢sse against Bil Chnton.
Presidential hopeful Gary Hauer talks
ahout o “virtue definit™ and Elizabeth
Diote warns thai in “seeking in make
America hetler, we've npeglechnd what
made her goo.” Conservative antivist
Paul Weyrich says the sltuation is 50
bad-caliing obr cillure “gn ever-wider
sewer™ ~that conservatives ought to fust
drop vt of patities.

There's one problem: Things are get-

ting better. Crime, abortion, giverce and
weifare 43 are down from the sarly pard of
ifis decade, while SAT fest scoves and
church membership are up. “There are
times,” Bill Bennett cautioned, “in which
conservatives are going tobave lo face the
fact that there iy some goor! sews on the
Jandscape.”

There sl#] gre foo many crimes, shor-

tions, diverces and fatherizgs children,
and some indices, fike drug use, aren't i
proving. But conservatives ought lo be re-
jolelng, taking credif. After ali, with the
sxceplion of o few prescient Hberals lke
New York Sea, Pat Moynihan, it was the
conservatives who foeessd on the prob-
iems of the family amd social decomposi:
tign.

Bot much of the polities! right today Is
daing exaclly what thelr connterparts an
the lelt did with eivil rights 2 generation
ago: refusing to acknowiedye Important
progress and biller that the otber gide is
veveling in undenirble progress aad elaim-
ing saras of the eyedit,

Anything Bill Clinlon suys or does drives
the politiest right irrationsily  cruazy
thess days. Many conssryatives are so
ohaessed with their fallure 1o remove the
president from office that they have
"now ynderfaken to hiame the Amerdean
people for their moraf obduracy,” nntes
Bill Galston, a former Clinton side and a
deading Democralis iazeilﬂzmal on thess
cultural issues,

Yeb on many of these issues, B Clinton
deserves credit; he bas used the bully pad
it of the presidency o lead pubils conver-
sations about the lamily, race, crime, per-
sonal responsibility angd adoption. T be
sire, il 08 & case of watch what he says
rather than what he does, But be demone
strabiy has moved the Democralic party on
these issuey,

"Bt Chinton has woven ogether the
nguage of individusl responsibitily and

the tanguage of sochal respansibilily,” says
Ar, Galston, pow a professor at the 1inl
versity «f Marylind, "That s a great
achievement for a Democratic president.”

What's more, Hitlary Clinton, whom the
movement right despises as much as her
hmbami. has ueen a consiructive foroe o,

'y Battet snciuty‘_ S
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Seercis; Monthly Vitad Swaficties Ridart FB, 5.2
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betying the piclure her engmies Wy lopaint
of an unreconstrugied 60 left winger. She
fas called for making divoree harder atyd
no first lady in histery has done more by
gromate the canse of adoption,; she aad the
president dessrve special praise for thelr
sharmpioniag of transrasial adoptions.

n crime, pra-Clinton, the predominant -
Demactfatic pusition was o focus on the
- roet causes. Bul this admipistration has al-

tered both rhetorie and policy, espousing
tough punitive measures, and more ang
beiter police.

‘On wellare Mr. Clintun bioke wih -
era! theoiogy. Bven before signing the
fandmark wellsre bilt of 1996 he granted
dozens af walvers to stales for differeat ex-
periments and sfressed work over welfare,
{The problem with ihe 1996 bill was nel ig
efforts to et peaple off the dole but rather

T thal the politlelans, with Mr. &z:zien 8
compliciy, did i on the cheap: when the
veonomy slows, a pries will be pald.)

But perhaps the best, and often under-

emyhasized, example of what Mr. Galston -
- catis combining individust and social re -
sponsibility is the massive expansion of
the Farned fncome Tax Credit, s refund- -
ghie iax credil for low-income working .
families. Because of the Clinton adminis- ..
tration fhere are fow abont 18 million tax- .

payers—those making under 330000 a
year—who recalve an average tax ceedit of

aroand $1,550, In 1997, the fast year of mea- '~
suremnent, the EITC Hited 4. 3million Amer. ©
feans ot of poverly: over haif the decline

in child poverty between 1993 and 1997 is at-

“tributed to the BITC. "
That's bacauge \he 1993 tax art pro-

vided ¢ tax break for 15 mitlion low-income
working lamilies. Bat GOP rhetorie ig-

nores these tax cuts and laments instesd ™
the income tax hike on fwo millipn of the :

wealthiest Americans, The EITC used o

be 2 Republican favorite--}t rewards
work--bul, inexcusabiy, the political right =
has turnad agatnst it; few of thelr tax-cut -

proposals would expand the refundabie
ergdit,

{} course crities are cight that e pres-
ident ought 1o be 4 mora! exempiar, and
Mr. Ciinton has failed that {est miserably

But it's dead wrong 1o blame the American

peopte for not wanting 1o drive this flawed -

man ool of office. Most of the public drew 2

distinclion belween public responsibility |
‘and private transgressions, the same dig- .

Hnction ombraced by most learned histord-

ans and constitntional scholars, .
Moresvor this In no way dampens en-

couraging developinents in crime, divorce,

abortion and some stnerging indications "
that illegitimate births soon will decline. -
Liphten up, right wingers, there's sume -

goix! news, even i Bill Clinton deserves
spre pf the eredil.
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Local Phané Firms

Don't Trust Market

1n 3 Mateh ¥ editoriai-page piece, Bell
Affantic’s Jim CuHen ¢izimed that loeal
telephone companies have reduced the
"aocess fses” they charge lor handiing
long-distance calls by $12 hiflion over the
pust eight years, I can't vouch for his num-
pers, but I do know Sa FUC reponts show
That the cost of jong-distance calling feil by
§34 bililop 1o the same perivd. In ather
wordy, the iong-distance companies have
passed 31l of those access {ee reductions
aiong to thelr customers—and then some,
That's becayse competitive markels truly
work lo the benefil of consumers.

Bt the Iocal phone monopotias are still
charging consumers and businesses at
teust $10 bitiion more than their true oot
for completing iong-distance calis. That'sa
Ly en consumers, pue and simple, and

. 1t's neither fair nor necessary. Hour callts

eat sccess Wask't conviaoing efiovgh, the

FOU relenssst ¥s audit o March 32 indicat-
~ ing the Bell eornpanies cannot locate about
. %5 billlon of telecommgnications equip:
ment, Since the Bells nse their investment
i sguipment o fustify thelr inflated ac-
cess rales, this audti reinforces our conciu-
: sici? ihat azcess fees must be cut deamati-
caliy.

H ihe local phone mamopolies are ser-
ous about entering competitive markets,
fhey canstart by demonstrating some trust
in market forees, Instead of hiding behind
antiguated and excessive monopoly pric-
ing for access, they shouwld bring those az-
cess fees down to cost, and glve longdis
tance caliers 3 510 billion fax break e
deserve and need, ’

- James Cicoows

{eneral Counsel, ATLT
Washinpion

Fit the Boy

To the School

In response 0 your March 15, Market-
THace articie " A Prep Schoot Faces Lawsuit
Over Disabilidy”: | have {wo sons with
agual intellectual abilities, but far differ-
ieat academic needs, My older son recently
gradusted from Phillips Acsdemy in An-
sover and simply loved being there. While
maost parenty and students will tell you

Phillips is & wonderful scademic instit -

tior, i is alse very large and {5 4 scholastiz
pressuce cocker with somelimas pebaliev-
abiy hegvy workloads; and it provides little
in terms of safety nats.

Like the student in the arficie, my
younger o8 alse had ADHEL He atiends
Beocks Schonl, aiso in the Boston Arsa.
White recopnized as the arademic peet of
PRiTlips Acatdemy, Brooks 5 much smailer
ard enjovs & repulation for good safety
nets and & supportive enviramment. My
vousger son iias flovrished there,

The eollege admigsion siatisties that 2
have seen show 1hat the best prep schools
provide an suisianding yet Amost equiva-
lent denrning platform for entering ths top
colieges. However, they vary greatly in
thely approach i teaching and in their
© gverall living environments.

1 belisve the real problem Hes nat with
hillips Academy, hul with parenls who
{ai! 10 heip their sop ssiect § school that
hest fils his scademic and non-academi
needs, -

Ropx Kravg |

Beiveders, Catif.

L *
e your moving tribite to Joe IH Mag-

gia, reference was made 16 "railiions in the,

U8 hmddied sround their boxy RCA Vie
trota radios” in 1341 “Victreln” was e
trade name for one of the boxy, acoustic
phonographs, not radies, Duriag 3830 RCA
manutactured a line of poxy “Radinla™ ra-
¢iog, but the term was tater dropped.

DoNaLn 4. SosBiLin
Litehiieta, N.H.

L3 * "

Your story on Jog DiMagpio was fantas-
tic and righi on the mark, bringing out
many new facts about “The Yankee Clip-
per” that wers interesting and revealing.
Rt then you blew it. Referring to Ty Cobb,
Babe Ruth aud Yogi Berrd 55 palookas was
a gross error i judgment. Perhaps Cohb
and Ruth, with their checkered past toth
on and off the field may be candidates for
that titie, ., but Yogi? No way,

Yopi Berra 1s 2 pre on and off the fHeld,
Righly shought of, even 1o this day, for his
wipk with charilies amd jiving the clean
life, Be cerfainly is nol.among those vou
correctly describe “as crashing and burs-
ingonthe zlars of excess and ego.” Hawas
insulted by being fired by George Stein-

- brenner after a successiy) season and said
- he would never go back 1o the stadium he

foved. He was a man of bis word untl
George visited him 1o make op,

. ALanN GEISENHEIMER
Upper Saddle River, 8.

Here's to Elia Kazan: -

Talent and Courage

In response fo Gesffrey Whealiweft’s
March 18 comrnentary "The Waterfrom Al
Over Again” {Taste page, Weeckend Jour
Ral) ang 3 sumber of celebrities’ behavior
al the Dscar awards ceremanies Sunday
nights i 15 pathetic that so many Hollywood

* and medis elites have such lite regard for

Elis Kazan besatse of his cooperatian with
the povernment dring ihe 1958 “Red
Scare.” Mr. Kezan's critics, while furious
that he “outed” his fellow Communist end-
leamues, see noihing wrong with thnse who
were Biacklisted being members o7 $ympa-
thizers of gn evil, murderous regime.

Elia Kazan should be applauded ant
only for Mg woosderful achievements in
stage and film, but also for his courngeous
acts in the batile against the monster of o
talitarignism.

Matr . ABBoTT
{hicapo
* £ 3 L *

Who et Mr. Whaaterolt's staternent
that Elia Kazan pever won an Oscar g6 in
press? He won for “On the Waterfront” and
“Gentignen’s Apreement,”

; Boi CoNsicLs
Littision, Colo,
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