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May 14, 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 	 Bruce Reed 
Neera Tanden 

RE: 	 Ratings Systems for Different Media 

This memorandum provides you with information on the ratings system for media, ranging from 
movies to software. 

Movies: AU films are rated by a division of the Motion Picture Association of America 
(MPAA). In 1968, the MPAA adopted the Voluntary Movie Ratings System, which advises 
audiences about the agcMappropriateness of films and limits minors' access to fi1ms with adult 
themes, The ratings board is currently composed of eleven members j alJ employed by MPAA, 
The Voluntary Ratings System, currently provides for five ratings ca.egories: G, PG, PG-13, R 
and NC~17 (see attached list), The rationale for a particular movie raling is provided in movie 
ads on the Internet and in newspapers, but not in ads on television, For example. on the Internet. 
a parents' raling guide is available that describes what aspect of the movie -- £:.&. strong 
language, sexuality, or horror violence·· earned the film its rating. 

Movie AdVertising and Trailers: All movie advertising is approved or disapproved by the 
Motion Picture Association of America. The same set of standards that govern movies 
themselves also applies to advertising for movies that appears in magazines, newspapers, 
biUboards, radio, and television. A different, stricter set of standards governs movie trailers. 
Trailers are approved for either general audience release CG" /"PO" ) or for restricted audience 
release ("R"). "0" I !\PG"·rated trailers are for movies that have been rated either "G," "PG:' 
"PO-13," "R," or "NC-I7" by the MPAA Restricted trailers can play in a theatre only if it is 
playing an "R," or "NC-17"-rated feature. The approval or disapprOVal of trailers is based on 
their suitability for viewing by children. "0" I "PG"~rated trailers cannot show any nudity or 
drugs, and can only show mild depictions of violence. "R"~ratcd trailers are less. restrictive and 
can dIsplay some depictions of nudity and drugs, as well us some violence (though the act of 
pointing a gun to a character's hend is prohibited). 

Television: In 1997. ABC, CBS and most cable networks agreed to display age-based ratings on 
all television programs except nc\vs, sports and unedited movies on premium movie channels. 
The original ratings. system indicated only whether a progmm wa.;;: age~appropriale~ the system 
was later modified to include information on whether a program contains violence, sexual 
content, or explicit language (see attached list). In 1998, the Federal Communications 



Commission (FCC) approved the CUlTent ratings standards for the V·Chip and ruled that 
manufacturers have until July I, 1999 to have the V-Chip installed in 13-inch or larger 
televisions aneI until January 1. 2000 for remaining televisions. Parents will be abIe to program 
the V-Chip 10 block programming according to the ratings system (see attached ratings). 

Premium Cable Television: In June 1994, four premium cable networks .... Cinemax, HBD, The 
Movie Channei. and Showtime - initiated a jointly-developed content advisory system that. 
provides descriptive advisories. This voluntary system was established to provide viewers with 
information about programming containing violence, sex, and offensive language, Executives in 
the networks 1 programming departments are responsible for evaluating the programs, This 
content advIsory system includes descriptive codes. such as hMVH for Mild Violence, <iRl)" for 
Rape, "GL" for Graphic Language, and "N" for Kudity (see attached ratings). 

Sound Recordings: Record companies voluntarily label some newry released sound recordings 
'!,vith a sticker stating "Parental Advisory: Explicit Lyrics." The label does not further describe 
the content of the recordings; it does not indicate for example whether the lyrics are explicitly 
violent) sexual. or profane. The recording industry labeling system is wholly voluntary on the 
pan ofrecord companies, with no oversight or enforcement capability by the RIAA. There are no 
penalties for not placing the advisory sticker on music products that are explicit, and there are no 
industry guidelines to determine which music products should be labeled, 

Interactive Electronics Games: Two major classification systems for interactive electronic 
entertainment have been created -- the lnternctive Digital Software Association (IDSA) for 
computer software and the Recreational Software Advisory Council (RSAC) for game devices, 
such a. Nintendo and Seiga. lDSA established the Entertainment Software Ratings Board 
(ESRB) as a ratings body for computer software titles. The ESRB classification system has five 
ratings categorics: Early Childhood (EC), Everyone (E), Teen (T), Mature (M), and Adults Only 
(A), Accompanying these c1assification labels on title packaging are content descriptors relevant 
to each category. These descriptors provide consumers with additional content information and 
in many instances indicate the level of violence or sexual content of the title. Among the 
descriptors used are the following: Realistic Violence, Realistic Blood, Strong Sexual Content, 
Use ofTobacco and Alcohol, Mature Sexual Themes. 

The Recreational Software Advisory Council Ratings System is the product of a coalition of 
software companies organized as the Computer Game Ratings Working Group in order to 
implement a ratings system for game devices. The ratings system developed by the RSAC is 
based on a fi\'e~part classification scale ranging from titles suitable for all audiences to those 
considered extreme in violent or sexual content and language, The ratings are Level 0, Level 1t 

Level 2, Level 3, and Level 4. For exampie, titles considered to have extreme content (Level 4) 
may contain wanton or gratuitous violence, torture or rape, provocative frontal nudity or explicit 
sexual activity and graphic language, The RSAC system is based on self-disclosure by the 
company producing the game. . 

Online: L'nlikc other media, a ratings system for the Internet need not be universally applied. In 
order to protect children from potentially objectionabJe areas of the Internet, parents can use a 
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blocking technology to block out aU materials that are unrated. Several Internet access providers 
have already added such parental control' technologies to their services. America Online. 
CompuServc, and Prodigy, for instance~ all have systems ena.bling parents to prevent children 
from gainIng access to any parts of the Internet that the server has not found to be suitable for 
children, In addition, both Microsoft and Netscape, which together control 97 percent of the web 
browser market, have implemented a technology in their browsers that allows parents to block 
material that they deem to be inappropriate. Finally. numerous other technologies are being 
developed UJ1:d promoted to enable parents to monitor their children's online activities, set time 
limits for their children's a.ccess online. or let children exchange e·maHs only with people on a 
preapproved list. 

3 




Movies Ratings System 

G for "General Audiences. AU ages admitted," 

PG for "Parental Guidance Suggested. Some material may not be suitable for chitdren," 

PG~J3 for "Parents Strongly Cautioned. Some material may be inappropriate for children under 

13." 

R for "Restrieted. Under 17 requires accompanying parent or adult guardian." 

NC-17 for "No children 17 and under admitted." 


Movie Advertising and Trailers: 

GIPG: for genera) audiences. May be displayed before any movie. 
R: for restricted audiences. May only be displayed by audiences viewing R- or NC-17-ratcd 
movies. 

Premium Cable Television 

YiV for Mild Violence 
V for Violence 
GV for Graphic Violence 
RP for Rape 
AL for Adult Language 
GL for Graphic Language 
BN for Brief Nudity 
N for Nudity 
AC for Adult Content 
SC for Strong Sexual Content 

TV Ratings System 

The following categories apply to programs designed solely for chiidren: 

TV\, All Children. This program is designed to be appropriate for all children, including 
children from ages 2 - 6, This program is not expected to frighten younger children. 

TVY7 Directed to Older Children. This program is designed for children age 7 and above 
who have acqujred the developmental skills needed to distinguish between make-believe and 
reality, Themes and elements in this program may include mild fantasy Violence or comedic 
violence. or may frighten children under the age of 7, Programs containing fantasy violence 
that is somewhat more intense or combative are designated TV-Y7~FV. 

The following categories apply to programs designed for a broader audience. 
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TVG General Audience. Most parents would find this program suitable for all ages. It 
contains little or no violence, no strong language, and little or no sexual dialogue or 
situations. 

TVPG Parental Guidance Suggested. This program contains materiaI that parents may find 
unsuitable for younger children and the program may contain one or more of the follov ..ing: 
moderate violence (V). some sexual situations (S), infrequent coarse language (L), or some 
suggestive dialogue (D). 

TV14 Parents Strongly Cautioned. This program contains some material that many parents 
would find unsuitable for children under 14 years of age and may contain one or more of the 
fonowing: intcnse violence (V), intense sexual situations (S). strong coarse language (L), or 
intensely suggestive dialogue (D). 

TVMA Mature Audience Only. This program is specifically designed to be viewed by adults· 
and therefore may be unsuitahle for children under 11. This program contains One or more of 
the following: graphic violence (V), explicit sexual activity (S), or crude indecent language 
(L). 

Interactive Electronics Garnes 

Entertainment Software Ratings Board 

Early Childhood - Titles rated "Early Childhood (Ee)" have content suitable for children 
ages three and older and do not contain any material that parents would find inappropriate. 

Everyone - Titles rated "Everyone (E)!1 have content suitable for persons ages six and older. 
These titles may contain minimal violence, some comic mischief (for example, slapstick 
comedy), oc some crude Jangunge, 


Teen ~ Ti11es rated "Teen (T)" have content suitable for persons ages 13 and older. Titles in 

this categl)cy may contain violcnt content~ mild Of strong language, andlor suggestive themes, 


Mature ~ Tides rated "Mature (M)U have content suitable for persons ages 17 and older. 
These products may include more intense violence or language tha~ products in the Teen 
category_ In addition, these tiues may include mature sexual themes. 

Adults Ollly'- Titles rated "Adults Only (AO)" have content suitable only for adults. These 
products may include graphic depictions of sex andlor violence. 

Recreational SQftware Advis~!'y Council 

LEVEL FOUR 

Violence Rating Descriptor: Rape, or wanton, gratuitous violence 
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i'Judity .Rating Descriptor: Frontal nudity, amounting to provocative display 

Sex Rating Descriptor: Explicit sexual acts or sex crimes 

Language Rating Descriptor: Crude. vulgar language or extreme hate speech. 

LEVEL THREE 

Violence Rating Descriptor: Aggressive violence or death to humans 

Nudity Rating Descriptor: Frontal nudity 

Sex Rattus Descriptor: Non-explicit sex acts 

Language Rating Descriptor: Strong language or hate speech 

LEVEL TWO 

Violence Ratins Descriptor: Destruction of realistic objects 

Nudity Rating Descriptor: Partial nudity 

Sex Rating Descriptor: Clothed sexual touching 

Language Rating Descriptor: Moderate expletives or profanity 

LEVEL ONE 

Violen~~~~~!jng Descriptor: Injury to human being 

Nudity Ra.ting Descriptor: Revealing attire 

Sex Rating Descriptor: Passionate kissing 

Language Rating Descriptor: MUd expletives 

LEVEL ZERO 

Violence ~ut~ng Descriptor: None of the above, or sports related 

Nudity ~ttinG Descriptor: None of the above 

Sex Rating Descriptor: None of the above, or innocent kissing, romunce 

Language Rating Descriptor: None of the above 
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Jack Valenti Phone: (202) 293-1966 

M.PAA Fax: (202) 452·9823 


MEMORANDUM 


Wednesday, June 02, 1999 

TO: John Podesta and Bruce Reed 

FROM: Jack Valenti 


Please convey to the President a correction in his 
statement about his appraisal of the movie rating system. 
The President said he was urging the FTC to study 
marketing practices of the movie industry "with regard to 
material rated for adults ...... " 

UR" rated (for RESTRICTED) movies clearly state such 
films contain'adult material~ but -- and this is crucial ­
children are NOT barred from seeing them. UR" means that 
children can see such films if· they are escorted by a parent or 
adult guardian. Therefore whatever the marketing theme, 
the film being advertised does not ban children from 
viewing it. 
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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
Jack Valenti " . 1 - 9 ~ Phone: (202) 293-1966 
MPAA Fax: (202) 452-9823 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: Jack Valenti 

Please convey to the President a correction in his 
statement about his appraisal of the movie rating system. 
The President said he was urging the FTC to study 
marketing practices of the movie industry "with regard to 
material rated for adults ..... U 

OR" rated (for RESTRICTED) movies clearly state such 
• 

films contain'adult material' but -- and this is crucial --­
children are NOT barred from seeing them. OR" means that 
children can see such films if they are escorted by a parent or 
adult guardian. Therefore whatever the marketing theme, 
the film being advertised does not ban children from 
viewing it. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June], 1999 

STATE,ytE"iT WITH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THEATRE OW:'IERS 

DATE: June 8, 1999 
LOCATION: Roosevelt Room 
BRIEFING TIME: 1:15pm-1:30pm 
EVENT TIME: 1:40pm - 2:05pm 
FROM: Bruce Reed 

I. PURPOSE 

, 

To join with the National Association of Theatre Owners in announcing a new 
nationwide movie ratings enforcement and cduc~ttonal effon. 

II. BACKGROUND 

The three-part plan you will announce today includes: (1) a new national policy under 
which movie theatre owners will require pholo identification for young people seeking 
admission to "R" rated films; (2) an educational outreach program for parents about the 
rtttings system and the new lD-check policy; and (3) support by the theatre owners for a 
Ilational study on the causes of violence. The National Association of Theatre Owners is 
a national trade association that represents 65% of the motion picture screens in the 
United States, with over 20,000 screens located in every state. You will also reiterate 
your call on Congress to move quickly and pass eommon sense gun legislation. 

Requiring Photo Identification for hR" Rated Movies 
The movie rating system, adopted by the Motion Picture Association of America in 1968, 
can be a useful to~1 for parents, but only ifits mnin restrictive rating ~~ "R" (for 
"Restricted: Under 17 Requires ACtOmpllnying Parent or Adult Guardian") ~* is 
effectivdyerrtbrced. Under the policy you will annQunce today, the theatre owners' 
association states that from now on, "all of its member.) should require photo 
identification at the box office of young patrons not accompanied by a parent or guardian 

. seeking admission to "R" rated films." The association also wlli ask theatre owners iO 

post notices refl,ecting the "R" rated admission policy. Prior to the announcement of 
today's new policy you will meet with the association's president, William Karto~ian~ its 
cbainnan. Barrie Lawson Loeks; and theatre executives Greg Dunn of Regal Cinemas and 
1 Wayne Anderson ofRie Theatres Management. 



You challenged the theatre owners to strengthen enforcement of movie ratings in your 
May 15 radio address. Today you will also repeat your challenge to the movie industry to 
reevaluate its entire ratings systems. especially the PG-l J rating, to determine whether it 
is allowing 100 much gratuitous violence in movies approved for viewing by children. 
You have mged the entertainment industry to take other responsible step~, including 
calling on the videogame, recording and movie industries not to market violence to 
children. Last week, you announced ajoint study of entertainment industry marketing by 
the Federal Trade Commission and the Justice Department. 

Reaching Out to Parents 
The theatre owners will also announce a national community education effort in 
conjutH:lion with parent and religious organizations. The educational'outreach will work 
to develop additional programs designed to enhance the ability of parents to make 
inform<:d choices about which movies are appropriate for their children. As pU!1 of the 
new policy, the theatre association will also caJ1 for a national study of youth violence. 
You announced at the White House Strategy Session on Children, Violence, and . 
Responsibility that the Surgeon General would issue a report on youth violence next year. 

Challenging the House to Pass Common Sense Gun Legislation 
You will once again challenge the House of Representatives to pass common sense gun 
legislation without loopholes and without fllrther delay ..In May, the Senate passed tough 
new provisions to close the gun show loophole, require child safety locks with every new 
handgun sold, ban the importation of large capacity ammunition clips, and prohibit 
violent juveniles from owning guns as adults. You will call on the House to strengthen-­
not wenken -- the Senate-passed bill"to include provisions to raise the age of handgun 
possession from 18 to 21 and require background checks for explosives purchases. YOll 
will also reiterate your commitment to expose and fight against any effort by the gun 
lobby tt) riddle the House bill with dangerolls new loopholes and water down critical 
safely measures passed in the Senate. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

Briefing Participants: 

Bruce Reed 

Loretta Ucelli 

Janet Murguia 

Torn Frecdmatt­

JeffSht:sol 


Program Participant: 

William Kartozian, President, National Association of Theatre Owners (NATO) 




Other Event Participants: 
Ms. Barrie Lawson Locks, Chaim)an of the Board of Direcwrs. NATO; President and 

Co~Owner of Locks~Star Themres 
Greg Dunn, Vice-Chairman of the Board of Dircciors. NATO; Executive Vice President 

and Chief Operating OrEecr, Rogal Cincmas, Inc_ 
J. \Vayne Anderson, RIC Thcatres Management CO:llpuny 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

Pool Press 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVE:-nS 

YOU will make remarks and introduce Wilham Kartozian, President, National 
Assocluti,)H of TheUirc Owners. 
William Kartozian will make remarks. 
YOU will depart 

VI. REMARKS 

To be proVided by speechwriting. 

-




~ Jeffrey A. Shesol 
~_~~~ 06/08/9910:51:20AM....~'" 

Record Type: Record 

, 
To: See the dislribution list at tho bottom of this message 

cc: Michael WatdmanIWHOfEO?@EOP,JoshuaS. GotthnimerIWHQ/EOP@EOP 
Subject: fim-l' d'aft remarks·~ theatre owners~· ela 10:4501111 

Final 06/08199 !0:45am 
Jeff Shesol 

PRESIDE:>':T WILLIA.VI J. CLI:>':TON 

REMARKS ON MOVIE RATINGS ENFORCEME:>':T 


THE ROOSEVELT ROOM 

June 11,1999 


Now, I hope it won't confuse anybody when I say that I just met with representatives 
of NATO and we talked about the movies. 

I'm refbrringj of course, to a somewhat different" NATO" than usual - the National 
Association of Theatre Owners, We did ha~e a very good discussion. I spoke with NATO 
President Bill Kartozian and his colleagues about the ways creative and conunitted people are 
working together to prevent youth violence. and the ways the theatre industry in particular is 
stepping up to its responsibHity. 

It was not even two months ago that the tragedy at Columbine High School seared itself 
into our national consciousness. But ever since that day we have, I think, moved surely and 
steadily towan:~ the kind of future we want for ollr country. People from all walks of life are 
coming together in a national grassroots campaign to prevent youth violence and to give our 
young people the safe childhoods they deserve. 

We aU know that parents are the fust and most important influence on a child. But we 
also know that the demands on parents are increasing. As more and more parents work 
outside the home, they have Jess and less time for their children. Parents in the average family 
now have 22 fewer hours each week to spend al home than parents did a generation ago. 

Since my first days as President we have worked hard to help parents balance home 
and work. One of the ways we've done that is by giving parents better tools to make 
immediate but informed judgments - about the shows their kids watch, the music they hear, 
and the video games they play. We have worked hard to give parents new tools like the 
V -Chip, which. by [he end of next month, will be in half the new television sets sold in 
America, and will help parents block vio!ent programming from their Jiving rooms. We've 
also made progress on parental screening for the Internet and ratings for Internet game sites. 
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But we must do more. We must ensure that children are not targets in the marketing of 
violence. That is why, last week, I asked the Department of Justice and the Federal Trade 
Commission to study the extent to which the video game, music and movie industries market 
violence to children - and whether those industries are abiding by their own voluntary systems 
of regulation. 

For ratings systems to work, they must be enforced. Not just by watchful parents, but 
by retailers at the point of sale, and theatre owners at the multiplex. The great thing about the 
multiplex is that there's a movie for every member of the family. But not every movie is for 
every member of the family. When you drop them off at the theatre, you shouldn't have to 
worry that your "G"-rated kids are getting into violent or suggestive "R"-rated movies. Still, 
too often, children get past the ticket counter - unescorted and underage. 

I am pkased to announce that today, we are drawing the line. The nation's largest 
group of theatre owners has agreed to ask young people for IDs at "R"-rated movies. From 
now on, parents will know that the "R" rating means what it is supposed to mean: " 
Restricted." No one under 17 gets in without a parent or guardian. No exceptions. 

Last month, when I challenged theatre owners to step up to their responsibility, I could 
only have hoped they would respond so quickly. I want to applaud Bill Kartozian 
Ikar-TOE-zhan] and his organization for doing their part. [I also want to thank Senators Hatch 
and Leahy for the work they have done on this issueT Everyone of us has something to 
contribute. 

The Congress, too, must step up to its responsibility - for the sake and the safety of 
our children. This week, the House will take up important legislation, already passed by the 
Senate, to help prevent youth violence. This includes common-sense measures that close the 
deadly gun-show loophole; require that safety locks be sold with every handgun; ban the 
importation of large-capacity ammunition clips; and ban violent juveniles from owning guns as 
adults. I strongly urge the House not to riddle this legislation with loopholes, but to pass it 
into law, and to pass it without delay. 

I hope Congress will follow the lead of these theatre owners. In our growing national 
campaign to prevent youth violence, none of us can stand aside, and none of us should stand in 
the way. Our national campaign is gathering members and gaining momentum. And in the 
weeks and months ahead, I believe we will continue to move forward as one nation, striving 
together to build a better future for all our children. Thank you. 

Now, I'd like to introduce Bill Kartozian to tell us more about the steps that theatre owners 
have agreed to take. 

Message Sent To: 



Q&A ON NATIONAL 
MOVIE RATINGS ENFORCEMENT 

June 8, 1999 

Q: \Vhat did the President announce tooay? 

A: The President announced the commitment of the !\ational Association ofTheatre Owners 
(NATO) to a movie ratings enforcement and educational campaign. The three-part plan 
announced by NATO includes: (1) a new national policy under which movie theatre owners will 
require photo identification for young people seeking admission to "R" rated films; (2) an 
education outreach program for parents about the ratings system and the new ID-check policy; 
and (3) support by the theatre owners for a national study on the causes ofviolence" The 
President also reiterated his calIon the Congress to move quickly and pass common sense gun 
legislation. 

Q: How does the "R" rating currently work? 

A: The HR" rating means "Restricted, I> The movie rating system currently requires that patrons 
seeking admission to "R" rated films be seventeen years ofage, or be' accompanied by a parent or 
guardian, 

Q: What is NATO? 

A: NATO is the National Association ofTheatre Owners, a national trade association that 
represents 65 percent ofthe motion picture screens in the United States, with over 20,000 screens 
located in all fitly states, 

Q: When ha, the President called for rating, to be enforced in the pa.t? 

A: The President has called for enforcing the movie ratings system several times in the past few 
weeks. most notably on June 1 when he called for the joint Federal Trade Commission and 
Department of Justice study on the extent to which the video game, music. and movie industries 
market violencf' to children~ on May 23 in his commencement address to Grambling State 
University; and on May J,5 in his radio address where he challenged the entertainment industry to 
do it. part. 

Q: \Vby don't theatre owners card utready? 

A: The movie rating system is a voluntary system sponsored by NATO and the Motion Picture 
Association of America to provide parents with advance information on films, enabling the parent 



to make judgments on movies they want or do not want their children to see. While individual 
theatre owners may have required photo identification for "R" rated movies in the past j NATO 
has never before required it ofaU of its members. 

Q: NATO only co-vers 65 percent of movie screens. What about the other 35 percent? 

A: While receiving the commitment orNATO which represents 65 percent of theatre screens is a 
good first step, the Administration challenges the remaining 35 percent to follow the lead of 
NATO and require photo identification at the box: office for young patrons not accompanied by a 
parent or guardian seeking admission to loR" rated films. 

Q: 	What other challenges has the President taken to protect our young people from media 
violence? 

A: The President has emphasized that all ofus must work together and accept responsibility for 
the safety ofour children - in our schools and our communities. And that means there is more 
for each of us to do at home and at school. in Hollywood and in the heartland and here in 
WashingtOn. 

First and most fundamentally, the President has urged that we do more to help parents fulfill 
their most important responsibilities ~~ those to their children. Challenging parents to turn off the 
television or use the V-Chip to block inappropriate programming; to use the new tools to keep an 
eye on the computer screen; and to refuse to buy products that glority violence. 

The President also has called on the media and entertainment industries for their participation as 
wen. Studies indicate that there is an adverse impact on our culture and our children if there is 
too much violence coming out of what they see and experience. So the President has 
challenged the people who produce these things to consider the consequences of them - whether 
it's a violent movie, a CD. a video game. First, the President has chaltenged the whole industry 
to stop showing guns in any ads or previews children might see. Second, he challenged theatre 
and video store owners to enforce more strictly the rating systems on the movies they show. rent, 
and sell- a challenge that the theatre owners today have accepted. Thirdly, the President has 
challenged the movie industry to reevaluate its entire ratings systems, especially the PG rating, to 
determine whether it is allowing too much gratuitous violence in movies approved for viev.'ng 
by children. Finally, as noted earlier, the President has called on the FTC and the 
Justice Department to study the marketing ofviolence to children. 
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PRESIDENT ANNOUNCES NATIONAL AGREEMENT 

BY MOVIE THEATRE OWNERS TO REQUIRE PHOTO IDENTIFICATION 


FOR "R" RATED MOVIES 

June 8,1999 


Today, the President joined leaders of the National Association ofThcatre Owners in 
announcing a new nationwide movie ratings enforcement and educational effort. The thrccMpart 
plan announced today includes: (1) a new national policy under which movie theatre owners will 
require photo identification for young people seeking admission to "R" rated films; (2) an 
educational outreach program for parents about the ratings system and the new IDMcheck policy; 
and (3) support by the theatre owners for a national study on the c<luses of violence. The 
National Association of Theatre Owners is a national trade association that represents 65% of the 
motion picture screens in the United States, with over 20,000 screens located in every state. The 
President also reiterated his call on Congress to move quickly and pass common sense gun 
legislation. 

Requiring Photo Identification for '''R'' Rated Movies 
The movie rating system, adopted by the Motion Picture Association of America in 1968, 

can be a useful tool for parents, but only if its main restrictive rating M_ "R" (for "Restricted: 
Under 17· Requires Accompanying Parent or Adult Guardian") M_ is effectively enforced. Under 
the policy announced today, the theatre owners' association states that from now on, "all of its 
members should require photo identification at the box office of young patrons not accompanied 
by a parent or guardian seeking admission to "R" rated films." The association also will ask 
theatre owners to post notices reOecting the "R" rated admission policy. The announcement of 
today's new policy came after' a meeting between President Clinton and the association's 
president, William Kartozian; its chairman, Barrie Lawson Locks; and theatre executives Greg 
Dunn of Regal Cinemas and J. Wayne Anderson of RIC Theatres Management. 

The President challenged the theatre owners to strengthen enforcement of movie ratings 
in his May 15 radio address. Today he also repeated his challenge to the movie industry to 
reevaluate its entire ratings systems, especially the PG rating, to detennine whether it is allowing 
too mllch gratuitous violence in movies approved for viewing by children. The President has 
urged the entertainment indust!), to take other responsible steps, including calling on the 
vidcogame, recording and movie industries not to market violence to children. Last week, the 
President announced a joint study of entertainment industry marketing by the Federal Trade 
Commission and the Justice Department. 

Reaching Out to Parents 
The theatre owners also announced a national community education effort in conjunction 

with parent and religious o~ganizations. The educational outreach will work to develop 
additional programs designed to enhance the ability of parcnts to make infonned choices about 
which movies are appropriatc for their children. As part of the new policy, the theatre 
association also called for a national study of youth violence. The President announced at the 
White House Strategy Session on Children, Violence, and Responsibility that the Surgeon 
General would issue a report on youth violence next year. 



ChaUenging the House to Pass Common Sense Gun Legislation 
The Pr<.'Sident once again challenged the House of Representatives to pass common sense 

gun legislation without loopholes and without further delay, In May, the Senate passctl tough 
new provision:. to close the gun show loophole, rcquire child snfcty I00ks with every new 
h;:mdgun sold, ban the importation of large capacity ilmmunition clips, and prohibit violcnt 
juveniles from owning guns as adults. The President called on lhe House to strengthen -- not 
weaken -- the Senate-passed bill, to include provisions to-raise the age of handgun possession 
from 18 to 21 .md require background checks for explosives purchases. The President also 
reiterated his commitment to expose and fight against any effort by tne gun lobby to riddle the 
House bill with dangerous nevv loopholes and water down critical safety measures passed in the 
Senate, 
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Now, I hope it won't confuse anybody when I say 

that I just met with representatives of NATO and we 

talked about the movies. 

I'm referring, of course, to a somewhat different 

"NATO" than usual- the National Association of Theatre 

Owners. We did have a very good discussion. I spoke 

with NATO President Bill Kartozian [kar-TOE-zhan] and 

his colleagues about the ways creative and committed 

people are working together to prevent youth violence, 

and the ways the theatre industry in particular is stepping 

up to its responsibility. 

I 




It was not even two months ago that the tragedy at 

Columbine High School seared itself into our national 

consciousness. But ever since that day we have, I think, 

moved surely and steadily toward the kind of future we 

want for our country. People from all walks oflife are 

coming together in a national grassroots campaign to 

prevent youth violence and to give our young people the 

safe childhoods they deserve . 

. We all know that parents are the first and most 

important influence on a child. But we also know that the 

demands on parents are increasing. As more and more 

parents work outside the home, they have less and less 

time for their children .. 
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Parents in the average family now have 22 fewer hours 


each week to spend at home than parents did a generation 

ago. 

Since my first days as President we have worked hard 

-
to help parents balance home and work. One of the ways 

we've done that is by giving parents better tools to make 

immediate but informed judgments - about the shows 

their kids watch, the music they hear, and the video games 

they play. We have worked hard to give parents new 

. tools like the V -Chip, which, by the end of next month, 

will be in half the new television sets sold in America, 

and will help parents block violent programming from . 

their living rooms. 
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We've also made progress on parental screening for the 


Internet and ratings for Internet game sites. 


But we must do more. We must ensure that children 

are not targets in the marketing of violence. That is why, 

last week, I asked the Department of Justice and the 

Federal Trade Commission to study the extent to which 

the video game, music and movie industries market 

violence to children - and whether those industries are 

abiding by their own voluntary systems of regulation. 

For ratings systems to work, they must be enforced. 

Not just by watchful parents, but by retailers at the point 

of sale, and theatre owners at the multiplex. 
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The great thing about the multiplex is that there's a movie 

for every member of the family. But not every movie is 

for every member of the family. When you drop them off 

at the theatre, you shouldn't have to worry that your "G"­

rated kids are getting into violent or suggestive "R"-rated 

movies. Still, too often, children get past the ticket 

counter - unescorted and underage. 

I am pleased to announce that today, we are drawing 

the line. The nation's largest group of theatre owners has 

agreed to ask young people for IDs at "R"-rated movies. 

From now on, parents will know that the "R" rating 

means what it is supposed to mean: "Restricted." "No one 

under 17 gets in without a parent or guardian. No 

exceptions. 

5 



Last month, when I challenged theatre owners to step 

up to theirresponsibility, I could only have hoped they 

would respond so quickly. J want to applaud Bill 

Kartozian and his organization for doing their part. Every 

one of us has something to contribute. 

That includes the Congress. I hope members will 

step up to their responsibility - for the sake and the safety 

ofour children. This week, the House will take up 

important legislation, already passed by the Senate, to 

help prevent youth violence. 
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This includes common-sense measures that close the 

deadly gun-show loophole; require that safety locks be 

sold with every handgun; ban the importation of large­

capacity ammunition clips; and ban violent juveniles from 

owning guns as adults. I strongly urge the House not to 

riddle this legislation with loopholes, but to pass it into 

law, and to pass it without delay. 

I hope others will follow the lead of these theatre 

owners. [n our growing national campaign to prevent 

youth violence, none of us can stand aside, and none of us 

should stand in the way. Our national campaign is 

gathering members and gaining momentum. 
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And in the weeks and months ahead, I believe we will 

continue to move forward as one nation, striving together 

to build a better future for all our children. Thank you. 

Now, I'd like to introduce Bill Kartozian to tell us 

more about the steps that theatre owners have agreed to 

take. 

8 
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PRESIDENT ANNOUNCES NATIONAL AGREEMENT 

BY MOVIE THEATRE OWNERS TO REQUIRE PHOTO IDENTIFICATION 


FOR "R" RATED MOVIES 

June 8,1999 


Today, the President joined leaders Qfthe National Association of Theatre Owners in 
announcing a new nationwide movie rutings enforcement and educational effort. The three~part 
plan announced today includes: (1) a new national policy under which movie theatre owners will 
reqllire photo identification for young people seeking admission to "R" rated films; (2) an 
educational outreach program for parents about the ratings system and the new In-check policy; 
and (3) support by the theatre owners for a national study on the causes of violence. The 
National Association ofTheatre Owners is a national trade association that represents 65% of the 
molion picture screens in the United States, with over 20,000 screens located in every state, The 
President also reiterated his call on Congress to move quickly and pass common sense gun 
legislation, 

Requiring Photo Identification for HRu Rated Movies 
The movie rating system, ndopted by the Motion Picture Association ofAmerica in 1968, 

can be a useful tool for parents, but only if Its maIn restrictive rating -- "R" (for "Restricted: 
Under 17 Requires Accompanying Parent or Adult Guardian") -- is effectively enforced. Under 
the policy unnounced today, the theatre owners' association states thut from now on. "ull ofils 
members should require photo identification at the box office of young patrons not accompanied 
by a patent or guardian seeking admisslon to HR" rated films," The association also will ask 
theatre owners to post notices reflecting the "R" rated admission policy. The announcement of 
today's new policy came after a meeting between President Clinton and the association's 
president, William Kartozian; its chainnan, BarrIe Lawson Loeks; and theatre executives Greg 
Dunn of Regal Cinemas and J. Wayne Anderson of RIC Theatres Management 

The President challenged the theatre owners to strengthen enforcement of movie ratings 
in his May 15 radio address. Today he also repeated his challenge [0 the movie industry to 
reevaluate its entire ratings systems, espeelaHy the PG-13 rating. 10 detennine whether it is 
allowing too much gratUItous violence in movies approved for viewing by children, The 
President has urged the entertainment industry to take other responsible steps, including calling 
on tbe videogame, recording and movie industries not to market violence to children. Last week, 
the President :uUlounced a joint study ofentertainment industry marketing by the Federal Trade 
Commission and the Justice Department. 

Reaching Out to Parents 

The theatre owners also announced a national community education effort in conjunction 
with parent and religious organizations. The educational outreach will work to develop 
additional programs designed to enhance the ability of parents to make infonned choices about 
which movies are appropriate for their children. As part of the new policy. the theatre 
association also called for a national study of youth violence. The President announced at the 



While House Strategy Session on Children, Violence, and Responsibility that the Surgeon 
General would issue a report on youth violence next year, 

Challenging the House to Pass Common Sense Gun Legislation 
The President once again challenged the House of Representatives to pass common 

sense gun legislation without loopholes and without further delay, In May, the Senate 
passed tough new provisions to close the gun show loophole, require child safety locks 
with every new handgun sold, ban the importation of large capacity ammunition clips, 
and prohibit violent juveniles from owning guns as adults, The President called on the 
House to strengthen -- no! weaken - the Senate-passed bill, to include provisions to 
raise the age of handgun possession from 18 to 21 and require background checks for 
explosives purchases, The President also reiterated his commitment to expose and 
fight against any effort by the gun lobby to riddle the House bill with dangerous new 
loopholes and water down critical safety measures passed in the Senate, 



Q&A ON NATIONAL 
MOVIE RATINGS ENFORCEME"T 

June 8,1999 

Q: What did the President announce today? 

A: The Presid(!nt announced the commitment orthe National Association ofTheatre Owners 
(NATO) to a movie ratings enforcement and educational campaign, The three-part plan 
announced by NATO includes: (I) a flew national policy under which movie theatre owners will 
require photo identification for young people seeking admission to "R" rated films; (2) an 
education outreach program for parents about the mtings system and the new ID~check policy; 
and (3) support by the theatre owners for a national study on the causes of violence. The 
President also reiterated his call on the Congress to move qukkJy and pass common sense gUll 

legislation. 

Q: How does the "R" rating currently work? 

A: The .oR" rating means "Restricted." The movie rating system currently requires that patrons 
seeking admission to "R" rated films be seventeen years of age, or be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian. 

Q: What is NATO'! 

A: NATO is the National Association ofTheatre Owners, a national trade association that 
represents 65 percent of the motion picture screens in the United States, with over 20,000 screens 
located in all fifty stales. 

Q: \Vhen has the President called for ratings to ,be enforced in the past? 

A: The President has called for enforcing the movie ratings system several times in the past few 
weeks, most notably on June l when he called for the joint Federal Trade Commission and 
Department of Justice study on the extent to wbich the video game" music, and movie industries 
market viok"l1ce to children; on May 23 in his commencement address to Grambling State 
University; and on May 15 in his radio address where he challenged the entcrtaimnent industry to 
do its part. 

Q: Why don't theatre owners card already? 

A: The movie rating system is a voluntary system sponsored by NATO and the Motion Picture 
Association ofAmerica to provide parents with advance information on films, enabling the 



<. 

parent to make judgments on movies they want or do not want their children to see. While 
individual theatre owners may have required photo identification for "R" rated movies in the 
past, NATO has never before required it of all of its members. 

Q: NATO only covers 6S percent of movie screens. What about the other 35 percent? 

A: While receiving the commitment ofNATO which represents 65 percent of theatre screens is 
a good first step, the Administration challenges the remaining 35 percent to follow the lead of 
NATO and require photo identification at the box office for young patrons not accompanied by a 
parent or guardian seeking admission to "R" rated films. 

Q: 	What oth(~r challenges has the President taken to protect our young people from media 
violence? 

A: The President has emphasized that all of us must work together and accept responsibility for 
the safety of our children - in ollr schools and our communities. And that means there is morc 
for each of us to do at home and at school, in Hollywood and in the heartland and here in 
Washington. 

First and most fundamentally, the President has urged that we do more to help parents fulfill 
their most important responsibilities -- those to their children. Challenging parents to tum off the 
television or use the V-Chip to block inappropriate programming; to use the new tools to keep an 
eye on the computer screen; and to refuse to buy products that glorify violence. 

The President also has called on the media and entertainment industries for their participation as 
well. Studies indicate that there is an adverse impact on our culture and our children if there is 
too much violence coming out ofwhat they see and experience. So the President has 
challenged the people who produce these things to consider the consequences orthem - whether 
it's a violent movie, a CD, a video game. First, the President has challenged the whole industry 
to stop showing guns in any ads or previews children might see. Second, he challenged theatre 
and video store owners to enforce more strictly the rating systems on the movies they show, rent, 
and sell- a challenge that the theatre owners today have accepted. Thirdly, the President has 
challenged the movie industry to reevaluate its entire ratings systems, especially the PG rating, to 
determine whether it is allowing too much gratuitous violence in movies approved for viewing 
by children. Finally, as noted earlier, the President has called on the FTC and the 
lustice Department to study the marketing of violence to children. 
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THEATRE OWlllEllS ANNOUNCE NA110NAL MOVIE 
RATINGS ENl'ORCEMlllllT AND EDUCATION CAMPAIGN 

~BIlI_,HAlO_ 
(1111) 506-\778 

Toqy, the NatIonal ModaIiOll ofTbo!atte Ownm (NATO) _da ~ew, tim:><>­
pan: ampaIgn III enll:mQ! rornpli<lnOi witll tile Industry's voJuntalY movie ming $)ISUlIl1. 

TIle CiII\1pa1gn will Include a nllliooall1>dledc polity for admlUiOD to uk" _ films, an 
education CIIIIlreadI elfon to parentS and ~Clll3Biz:IIIoM, and !he btdu.my'. 
endOlSell'lellt and lISsl¢lnee with lIl1:1tionaJ study of!he causes of teen vIolena. 

WIIIl3m F. KaItmIan, Pmldellt of NATO, 5tIted, "The motion plaure exIIibiti<m Indt>stry 
pal'lid!l3to5 In a volunt.\IIY movie r.rting fflI/!/I1 SO 1IIat parell13 receive 1IIe Inronnatlm 11111)' 
need to emu.... 1Ilat children see Iilrn$ apPIllPrn.te Ibr 1Ild'r age. for yualll we have warted 
liard to <lduQlte our pawns _the I3IIngs system, ana to EIlCOlIr.llII! our memllelll to 
lie vigilant In enforcement. For over 2S Y":US movie _ CWJM!1lI1131re turned _ 
mlnions ofdollal'$ In busines$l>y paniclpaling In 1111$ voIUhtItY ~m. IT. is imporbnt to 
1100._ tIlat the success ofthk voluntlll)' fflI/!/I1 is a c:omI>In3IfOll of efl1:>lD-1Ile etTiJlt; 
not only ofNATO's membt!JS but.>l$o parems lnd 1Ile community wortlng t&;lgetI1er to 
suPPOrt Iflls ~m and /earn more about bow to elfea:ive\Y use the ~ as a tool We 
Me pleased 1:oday, to reafIInn cur (l)mmitmellt to llie ratlll3 sy:srem :md me parents It 
selVa" , 

The NatIonal Association ofTllea!re Ownm Is a naIIonaI trade _Iadoa 1bat rel)fl:Senls 
65% or1ll1 motICII plcwres 5CreellS in lIle ~ StIW, willi over 20,000 ~ 
located III every state in 'llie union. The details ofthe new ca!1IIl3ien ..... attadIedll> thls 
5l:ltIlrnent. 
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NATIONAL ASSOOAilON OF THEATRE OWNERS 

RATiNOS ENFORCEMENT AND EDUCATION CAMPAIGN 


The N:Itional A.I:sod.'iIIion of1bealre Owners announ..... new, II1re..part campaign to 
enl\anc:e compllan"" wllll1lle Indll$ll)l's voluntary movIe mlng ~ TIIe.-- eJmp~1gn 
wiD IlIdude 3 nafonallD-dledc pelicy for ;admllsion W"R' r:ttIed r.!mS, an edllClllon 

. outreath effort to lIa1'elllS and communllY O!IP"lgtlrI\lS, and the Industry's enaorRil\1ellt 
and assls1:l!na; willi a nati'Mal study or me C\USIlI oftwl \IloIena!. 

l'u1!lQK 

TIle movie radl1ll S)ISU!M Is a1I01unb/y~ spoosor'ld l!y lb. NatIonal As5odaI.lmt of 
Tl!eatnl Own .... (NATO) and the Motion Plcrure A$iwcla!Ion ofAmelica to provide 
parentS wI!b 2dvance Inl'<lln1<ltlon on films, enabling the parent to make judgments on 
movies theY want or do not wantlbelr childllm i9 see. 

PreviouslY, NATO has IIlIdl!l'l3l<el1 a lr.IrieqI of PI'I)gJlIII'IS dI>!igned W ""bailee COIJ1Il/Iance 
with \lie radnl:' ~ IDdUdiat: weeklY I\lIIng bUlletins tor IllIl!Iltion at the box oftIce so 
Utat pal'elltS Itave access to tile Inlbm!atio!I; mtInl!S updates and articles In the indll$UY5 
mde magazine; brodwres and PQS'IeD tor use by NATO 1tICITlbe1l, and 1be public:; a 
r.:n:iI1I!S IJainlng vId«t Qpe for ItICITlbeB to use willi 1tIdr employees; a"" a .-:slide 
presetlIatioll about 1IIe Il\Iings &}'Uem for lHbealre IIrogJiIllllnlnll. TIle new, three-prong 
alJlll3lgn is designed to complement lIlese on!idnB elfons. 

1. tiationallD<hect PI!!lQ' 

TIle movie mlllB' &}'Uem QlrrenUy requires 1Ilat p.;unms ~ admilsloll to -II!' r:ttIed 
Illrni b. seventeen yeaB ofage, orbe ~ l!y a parent or !!Jlmllan. 

NATO reaffirms lis ~wIIIIlhe Pal'eQlS ofAmeria to seer m lI\suro 1Ilat 
young people view aae IIPpRlIlriaWlIlIlVia .All of lis lOO'Iltlers mould requ!n:l pb_ 
i<IeI1ti!icatio at III. box office ofyoung patIVI1S nat =mpanled by a parent or 
pardian _Icing ad~ m bR." rated films. 

POS 
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NATO will encouraee ~II at 115 ml!t11ben tl> post notiCeS II!fIeal'ng lIIe aRn-.-.aed film 
ildmlmo.. poIiq. and dial pilato 1dentlI1Clt1oh will be requlrnd for any youne patron 
not _led by. p.rent or llUardi.:m. . 

2. Edu9Iti2H Ou!readl Effort 

NATO IW Pe:un til CDIJSIlIt willi II\!! Natlonal Parent Te.adlerAssocIaMII (PTA) alld 
several rellglcus ol1l3nhlldoJls (name tlIem ifmey 3J!U) reg;mling1lt" miJlll$ ~m 
and me new Il><fIeck polk:y. NATO wlJI n!3dI out to lIr<!:$llll'QU\lS.. me Motlem 
Plo;tulll AssocIatIon ofAlnet1ca (Ml'AA), and ;my other interIlsted organi1.1tiom to 
develop addlllon~1 ecIIIC3t\onai PI'IIllWR5 de<ignod to enllallOllile abifoty of parelllS to 
rr&ake lnfonmld choices about II\!! II1O\'les lIreir Children see. 

3. Natfgoal $lilly of1l!e Causes 01 T_ V-1OIeace 

In the c:ontm:t of hew Ii!gI!IaIb\ OIl ill""" aime. ~may reQUiI\! • >tullY of II\!! 
C3IISeS oI'teeD violence. IIlcIudln&lI\!! !'Ole ofdie em:enalnl\ll!llt lndumy and many 
otIJer put,,"t1all\lar;Jl5, to be <XIndllCtod eftI!er b)' federaiagendt\s or by a natioml 
commission. NATO endo"", a n:atIonal SIllily of tile ca_ofteen 1Iiolenc.e_ NATO 
wID also conduct. its own SIlIdy and provide any reruits to me appsoprlate Illllcbls or 
commls!;ion members. Again, NA10 wlU read! cut to 'II\!! Ml'AA, academidallS, 
parent and rellgious Olll3nia:loM ;md otlI<Ir:s to llI'fI'!I"3III info~ ~"d seek $Olutioos 
whidl may be .efuIW. . 

IIIteI'UU!d CIJIlnlzatlon$ or Imfllliduals wid! quesrlons IIbout the NATO campaiill 
slIQIIld wr1te II) NATO at 160li Lankelmim Blvd., $Ie.. 340, Nortb Ho/lyw.:.od. CA 
91602. 
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Reeord Type: Record 

To: Bruca N, Rood/OPD/EOP@EOP. Thomas L FroedmanlOPDlEOp@EOP 

cc; 
Subject: Youth Violence Event 

-~.-~.--.~.-.-~.~. FOIWarded by R<ohard Socarid<:l&1WHOlEOP on 00lIl7!99 O4;1(} PM ~-------------

Record Type: Record 

To: Sea tho distribut!on list at the bottom of this message 

cc: Mickey!barraIWHO/EOP@EOP 

Subject: Youth Violo-nco Event 


Regarding tomorrow's porus event with the National Association of Theater Operators (where nATO will 
commit to voluntarily ID kids trying to purchase tickets to R raled movies), you should consider reaching 
out to the National Retail Federation (which represents video slores) and ask them voluntarily announce 
new efforts to enforce the ratings for both movie and video game rentals. I had a number of conversations 
with the Federation around the 6/1 FTC Marketing Violence event (when Jay Dunn was on travel), and 
they seem very receptivo to working with us on this issue. If not tomorrow, such an announcement with 
the Federation (and B10Ckbuster!Holtywood/lndependents) may be enough for the next youth violence 

~OTUS ovont PBS also aired a program on this issue last night, using undercover camera to show hOWl 
~asy It was for underage youth to buy R Rated movie tickets and rent violent videos. -1 

Massage Sent To: 

Richard SocarldesIWHOiEOP@EOP 
Karin KUllrr.anJOPD/EOP@EOP 
Mary E. CahilliWH01EOP@EOP 
Jackson T. OunnIWHO!EOP@EOP 
LOH'ltIa M. UcelliM'HOJEOP@EOP 

mailto:KUllrr.anJOPD/EOP@EOP
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MEMORANDUM 
= 	 • 
To: TODl Freedman, Richa;d Socarides 
From: John Fithian 
Date: June 7, 1999 
Subject: NATO Announcement 

41 al -
AsyouP"'f"'l'C forthe possibillry of a WhiteHouse 3IUlOU1lcemeor of our ""'" movie theatrernUnl:S 
enio""",,,,,, and edl!"""",, campaign, I write ,., pnwide yell with..",., infonnorion. Opviously, "'" 
are excited about the possibility of ~withyeo and the P,esidoni We hope }"'" "'1:' schedule 
something for tomorrow, .Jt:b.oughwe are ""'Y _ of the Presidom', oclwiul. ~" 

1£ you """"""' dl! it _. "'e ""'1 """'un"" the c.mpaign on a.piml Hill with selcaed 
OOIlj!lessioruU leeders o£bothpatti... We need to role this om:_for ....,m>l .....~"", Fu.~ 
infommion regm:ling the possibility of • new ~progt">Jl>has begun to leak om. S';':oed, the 
House begins consideration of its juvenile critn< legisluioo this week. 	 ' 

Enclo.ed with this cnemo"'lldum is the IiruU draft of our mtement and cunpailll\ desml'tlOll. 
OWoosly, this is "",blUJ:oed llIltil_. 

Possible patticipams for ,he event include, the following: 

• 	 Mr. William F. Kartozian, President ofthe National Association ofTh::aue 0..--. 

Dan.ille, CaJlfomia.. Bill will be 'IrlM:ling to PC today. 


• 	 Ms. Barrio. Law.o" Leeks, CbaimJan of the lI_d of Dired:ots, NATO, Presldmt lind 
CooOwne:t of Leek$·StarTheatres. New York, Now York. l.o<:b-Seor op'''''''' a~3 """"". 
in Michigan. 

• 	 Mr. Michael!., Campbell. Vi«·Choirmanofthe Board of Dired:ors, NATO,:1UgaI 

Cinema.. Knoxville, Tcnnessee. R.gaI opa-ateS over 4,000 .""""" nssio",vi<\e. 


• 	 Mr. J. Wayne ADder""", RIC Th_Management O>mpany. ~.Muyland., , 
• 	 Johu Pitbi,,,,, 'Washinll"'" CouruieI, NATC. Partuet, Patton Boggs. Ill'. 
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PAllON BOGGS llP 
tl1&u(n A' ;U 

Ifyou d=ide to 1l" forIvosd with a White House _,.I will provide you wnh lunch... 
details about our attendees. 

I'ar tho '~c, we will rurve our mot""""t and oampoign description, and blown-tip visuals 
of. drivers'license and unock up of.rlw.tro box ofJi<oe PO"or ~tho ID::bedt Foliey. We 
.have ........<hexi """elD policies and have fo'und tb.1 ""<rf -. e=:pt MwaohuiettS offers either 
a drivers'license by age 17 or a ...... photo ~ card by .17. (Massa<±:usens cum=ly 
offers both a drivers' license and an lD card only II< ago 18.) , 

Thankyou foryour inr.en:st In th.i& progrom. I await further direc:<iowi £rom you. 

AttachI:ndn: 

Cc: Bill Kartozian 

COOil'J " 1aO 
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FwtherN~ 


mEATl\.E OWNERS ANNOUNCE NATIONAL MOVIE 
RATINGS ENFORCEMENT AND EDUCATION CAMPAIGN 

Far Imn..JialeRelease iliTtaa: BillKartnz:i.m, NA 101>resid£nt 
WashiJp~D.CJJIlIE8, 1999 (81f,~ 506-1778 

Today. the Nation:d Association of Theatre ~ (NATO) aIllloun,:e<\ a n!!W, 
three-part campaign to enhance complhnce with the mdustty's voInm:uy roo";" nting 
system. The c.unpaigll will include a lllltional. ID-check policy for admission to "R» 
r.n:ed filtns, all education ou.treaclt effort to ~ts and comlXl.'Ullity or~ and 
the iudusny's endorsem.ev.t and assistance with a national study of the causes of teen 

violence. I 
• 

William F. Kartozian. President of NATO, Stated, "The motion pictuJ:e exhjbition 
industry patticip-dteS in a volw:xt:aJ:Y movie rating system so that parent, receive the 
info=tion they need to ensure that children see films appropriate for thcil/ age. We 
have worked hard to edn<;;tte our patrons about the rarings system. and to ehcourage 
our members to be vigilant in enforcement. For aver 25 years movie ~: owners 
have t1.U'Iled away millions of dollars in business by participating in this volulltaJY 
system. It is impomnt to understand that the success of this voiuntaty sy~m is a 
combination of efforts- the efforts not only O'f NATO'. members, bUt also p;rreI1ts 
and the coI!l!llUI1ity wodcing together to sttppon: this system and leam more about 
how to effectively use the rWugs as a tool. We are pleased to<lay to reafBnI, ow-
commitment to the rating system and the parrots it serves.· , 

The Nationai Association of Theatre Own.en is a national trade asso,:iariod that 
represents 65% of the motion picture screens in the United STates, '\Oith over 20,000 
screens located in every swe in the union. The det:aiIs of the new campai~, are 
attached to' this =ent. 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THEATRE OWNERS 

RATINGS ENFORCEMENT AND EDUCATION CAMPJIlGN 


'The National Association of l'heme Owners announces a new, three-pm call1paign 
to enhance compliance witb the lndusay's volllllWY movie rating syst<!Dl. The new 
campaign will include a ruttionallD- check pe>fu,y for admission to oR" rated films, an 
education outreach effort to parentS and COlllIllImlty organh:alions, awl the industry's 
endorsement and assistance with a nati.oual study of the causes ofteec violence. 

Put:pose 

The movie rating system is a voluntary system sponsored by the Natk",al AslOCiariDn 
of Theatre Owners (NATO) and the Motion Piaure Associm:ion of America to 
provide parentS with adv.wce informati.on on films, enabling the parent to ~ 
judgments on movies they want or do not WlIIlI their children ll? see. i 

Previously, NATO has underniken a variety of programs designed to enball'~ 
compli.n.... with the rating symm>. including; weekly ratings bulletins for rdtention at 
the box office so that parentS have access to the infottnarion; ratings l.1pdat~l and 
articles in the industry's trade maga2;ne; broc:Jnu-es, and posters for US! by ~!\TO 
members and the public; a ratings mining videotape for members to use with their 
employees; ;and a slide presentarion about the ratings systeIl1 for in-tbem-e ! 
programming. The new, three-prong campaign is designed to compl.!:Went'these 
ongoing efforts. 

'The movie rating system c:urreatly requires that patrons seeking adn:/ission to 

"R" rated films be seventeen year.;: of age, or be accompanied by a ~.rent or 
guardian. 

NATO reaffums its cooperation with the parentS of Amer:ica to sed!. to ensure 
that young people view age appropriate movies. All of its me::tlbers abould 
require phOto identification at the box office of young patrons nOt 
acrompanied by a parent of guardian seeking admission to "F." me:! films. 

http:informati.on
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NATO will encourage all of its roemhers to post notices reflectiJJg the rR' 
rated film adnUssion policy. and to require photo identification for ""Y:roung 
patron not accompanied by a parent or guardian. 

2. Edu=ion Qweach Effort 

NATO has begun to coD.Sllltwiththe US. Co:tb.olic Conference, meN"rional 
Council of me cnurches ofChrist inme U.S.A.. and national pltrent 
organizatio/lS regarding the ratingS system. and the new ID-check polic? 
NATO will reach out to the •• groups, the Motion Pi=re Aaso<:iation of 
A.a:!eric:; (MPM). and any other interested organizations to develop addition:!l 
educational programs designed to eobao<;e the ability of paren1:S to mal", 
infonncd. choices about the movies their dilldren see. 

3. National Stl1<o/oftheCauses of Teen Vio~ 

In the conteXJ: of new legislation 011 juvenik crime, Congress In')' require a 
stUdy of the causes of teen violence, ioclllding the role of the eILtertainment 
induslly and m""Y other potential faCtO"" to be conducted either by f'~eral 
~s or by a nation:!l cotm:oission. NATO eodorses a national st1\.dy of the 
causes .)fteen. violence. NATO will also conduct .irs own slwi), and provide 
any results to the appropriate nf6cials or commission members. Agar:!, NATO 
will reach out to the MPAA, acadewicians, parent groups, re\ii;i.ow; . 
ol'gllllization. and others to gen.eme infonnation and seek solutions i"bich may 
be helpful. 

ro.-rerested organizarioos or irulividuals with questions abOut m.e NATO 
~ snould write to NATO at 4605 Lankershim Blvd., Ste. 340, North 
Hollywood, CA. 91602. 

900Q1l '!dO I I 
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heft)' $ ),6.5 milllon i~!! opel"ung '.,'eek~nd, Both !illLtt openQd Uo 1 at the box 


filee and coat about $ :I.e millio!'! to produce_ 1 ,. 

The 6Lrect.o:ra of these t.een Hlms ackncwle:'igl!: Il d.ebt to ~Ol:'.n Hughes. who 


etine·' '11015 teen movie& with classics hi{e "The Breaktaer.: ClUb" {l:J.d made 

ingwald a 9~ne~atlonal ieo~, ~~ughee lS 11ko the CAyr~ cfr!Ou~ gerteration,~ 

.!lye >":1'\,1.01 Inteneiorl.Si" .jlreccor Reger Rumbl~, 12. Bur:: t.hlO'·new films are a long 

illy f~~ "che rnnocence Qf .Jen.:,' Hu.gih rr.o....ies, thase t-een.gers hav@ IrIQre eex. 

ake lTore drugs and are a whole lot illlcker, Reelle Withe... s~n, n. who pl~y, 

}.e chalite heartthrob in 'Cxuel rn:;:~!ltionIL ,. Ild:'!';it~ s!".e wasja'::. ~l!:et uneasy 

.bOl,.lt th7 mat~l':!.al. which. te",ture6 lie::le )'\J;dicy b<..lt €lome v~ry :::ige lru)9U1Ige. 

'I hat', to rend.nd l:ly..elf that: thi~ is base<S on i.1 cliisaio S';.OlY,' !!h'f: !lays, Su'.': 

Ibe h>lt the sexul11 rnl1nipUlat:,,~"'n6 of "Creill:l I)'\tent'.l.on*~ r'ef'lecteci curr<O!nt teen 

.He. "the gr"'~t tln~ about ~his movie 1;:1 ':ha.t; it b10-...." tk hd off any 

;ter.(ltyp~ of kids' heing gGntlll ;,r.d de:r"_u'e-, Kl.d!l are horrible to each ot;1:er. 

It. 1$ a V!!l'y 6ex',.lal clirnatl) in r.igh echool. Thts movie sl':¢W$ paren':!1 ':hat thiJ: 

is whl!"t'e your kids bre ~t," 
 t' .' Th-! movieQ are aho more calJual atrout racial and sexual ;d}verlOllt-y. In "cruel 

tnteJ1":ious,' a deh girl's UI';3u)table fjuitQr i!l:n't poor, but black. ''':C>in her 

pat.rL:.:ian tlOther GCl"qam$ I:hat. she has taken the ym;.ng Il'.an off the Ij;t:re~t.e:. thIJ 

film 1'Ock.e her p:::ej'.ldice. "B'J:: live on 55ch ar,d Park," he uy:s, quotbg an 

ilddre/!$ a~ tony ;"5 her own. (Ill)' charell:t.f:t"&, ,Hmilarly, ar~,no big deal. It. 

*GO,~ _'.'1'1 Mohr .r:d ScOt~ Holt ("partyof Fiv$") play twO ffi~d$ who are 

rGvedled" o!!r.1lnc!edly, to b~ lever-a. "Whe:; we I;ested ehe m!lvie, a lot o! the 

k~d8 don'e re""Uz~ tbJit- \:'10'0 scap-opOl:d actor!'! nrQ <Jay," $.I!YO onti of the 

procili,cer9, 'C'hrJ.$. Lee. ":.:.: may be that they dl:l;t't ...,ar.t ':::0 ~hink r;hat: abO\\:': Scot:; 

wc1f." iy the t.ime. the two chr,ract;enl ~tart bickeritl9 like!.! CQ1.l~12. 6aye tee, 

the ':J.do g~t l.t, They're 'on I,;he floot:" with laughter, k 


, 

1
, . , 

Moet Of the-ee moviefi! o/.lU: ra:'eo;i R b::t are hea.v.).ly l\.~ve:t:tiii2-d on r.he WS,and 

M'SV, where they ~re: bou."1d to attract an aud::.e:nce under ;....,. 'Aiiu<J:ie~ Pie,"
- .whicil 1. a ....ll.!lh il'l bodi!y fluids, had to lose e:everal -6Gene$ ':1.1-$'.;. 1:0 g~t am R. 
'The uBull!;)ticn i,; that tmrlerage )(.. C3 can :<Lnd 1.1'11:' set in, 11.2. problem, ·We),l. 

~i"fiop4 oliO, 1:tr}ill ''j<umE:f, I.'ho -lit"gues that t:here's no way to make II .,a-t) fl.im 

EMf. ...,ill hive credibiHLY w),cl:: teenager., "1 go into mMt:lng-s {with Iiltudio 

executives) a.'1d th<ty 64Y, 'Cilr: you mak!l! it 1ik.", 'Caddyshac)(''1' c~ you.make It. 

1 ike •P*liIt Till'l1il:5 at Ricigt!>;'llOnc H:l~ih' f These ani- R~rated: mOvielii. ! can't do a 

ro~!.3 'Oangerou!. Liais',M' -- 1::";'; 90;1.09 to b.e nu(£. I ~old chern :: I.'on't <10 
 J 
l'l'Jdi t'/ in thliil (tIQ',rie but. 1 am going to talk a.bout .it a lot 90 atu:he,icea eM. have 

it 1ll01t~:' image of "'hat t:".(1J:le kids ar(> up to," ) 


)that m.!t)' e:hool< parents' most- abQut the new movie... is the a.blOelcC\t of parenes-:J 

Where ,1afllEoll Cl~.'It'.'s ¢ad wae an aprotl.-lJtlarJ..t'lG onject:. of ri.0t-cule in 'Rebel W'l.tho\\t 

11. C;IUII~," the ru;w parent.s lack eYe:> that sta::ure. rt: ~l".ey It-ten't tJ:'1lll.ng into 

bed w:.ch c.hen son's fri.ends .~ that wculd be ~Amerlca\') Pi.,,"" -- a4ults are; 

r.r!!ly ~n the l?icturfl. In "C';:\.lo!:l Im:.e:,t:oos," the t ....o leading cl1aracter.. o!Ipend 

the whole 1IU!lll"er -wichout. t;lee.{:~9 their par~ntQ at:. a11 ~~ and cerchinly don't ~ias 

tr,em. ~ben told >;;hat ":':he' par~ntal u..,it" :-.as cal':ed in, 'Sebascian allks hie: 

etapsir;ter. "flow i!l yO\a' gold~:E.gg'l.n9 who!'(1 of It mother enjoYl.ng Bali?" Kathryn 

ree~nd(;l; ~Snl\: 8U$pqC;te. t.h ... t your ir;;pQcent;, «lcoholic It\t-l''.lu: h d.iddling tbl!! 


\imaid," X>.lmbl.ec eays ch.t the t.ae::agers' bad b"ha'l1.or 16 r:-,ean:: to be a rli:floctlan 

of t"ht:.il' tl).rnHy oit.UIIl:;ion. "When peapl'" ask, 'Why are !::ho-ce ;tids so Gcrll!wed
. , . 
up,' ! t.1!'!11 th'!ft';, 'he11o, tluur parO!nt.l;:. are noc CntH'e'." ThO!! pattern retu(1:1.fI in 

!ncWie, after t:\OVle:. In 'Go," Sarah Polle:!,'s characte-~' go!.n .tr.volved in a drug 


\ 
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-" Accompanied by Parent (or Ingenuity) 

Theaters Vow to Enforce Ratings; Teen-Agers Vow to Get In 

• 

By PETER APPLEBOME 

It was SllUJrollY night. tOOVJI! night, in the 
suburbs. And tlw to,)I(", a~ude from Austin 
Powers or "The Phant{lm MeuM'e," was the 
much ballyhr)l)ed crackdown -Oil k~pl.ng 
viewers urnWr 17 OUt of R·nned films. 

It was a new chapter in an old game. 
Teen-agers from Los A:lge!es to Long Is· 
land yawned, gwaned and collecttvely gllY! 
their eldeN II Poweresque "Qh, behave." 

At R!,I(Isev~1t Fmld on 1..4ng Island, Billy 
Fl.lmaga14, Iii, of Valley Stream, waited 
outside the t<>ews slltpJ!!X: "J go all the ume 
a.."ld have no trouble getting In.'' he sakI. 
"This cntof{ cn'letlt is s!up.l:d. We know 
wnat's g(!!ng on. We've seen It, all befor~. 

Most of us bave seen a lot worse." 
Prodded by Pr¥s~t Clinton, theater 

owners actass the country artnoUUl':ed last 
week that they wouW im:rease checks of 
photo idem-HliealiOft cards to enforce tnt R 
rating. Under !he movie industry's V</Iun­
taT}' rating !.ystem, those ender 11 are sup­
posed 10 be tIJlOV.'OO to see R.rated films 
only when accompanjed by a parent or 
guardlan, 

SUlI, tar n1l the hoopla over the announce. 
ment lMt week mll!lY theaters already do 
Ule!r best w entG«;;! the rating, But inler-­
views with dozens of leen-agers at movie 
theaters near Miami, New Ynrk, Los Ange­
les amS Detrol! l/')d)ta!«1 that they had Unle 
trOuble gettmg around It. In Its arurounee­
mem the Nntlonal Association of Thearer 

Owners r.efertt<! only to "enhance(! oompli­
ance" of eXISting poliCies, compllanct that 
.:an only be as striCt as t.'u: harried ticket 
seller aT usher wants n tl) be. 

Bm Kan.(,ziM, president of the theater 
owners IIssoclatloo, said he expected most 
theaters 10 work on staff training and p.'1ase 
m enhanced enforcement over the next 3bto 
50 days. 

The ROOSIyelt Field theater, for example, 
has a reputation among teen-agers for en· 
forcing tilt: regulatlol'l& more ,Strictly than 
most theaters. 1.1 the area, Bu! Joseph Cnol, 
Hi. a.1d Brian Fang, 15, showed up on Sawr· 
day to sce R·rated "Irumpet," figuring that 
Mr. Choi would buy the liek4NS tor !hem and 
for Brian Kim, 15, using fI fake identlflea­

tion card. As It turned out no or.e 
, askm:llo set! idenllflcatjon, 

"Th!!}' s"~u!jldtft be proofing us," 
· said ML Fang, a student at Hertlcks­

Hlgh Sehool whO said he had reccn:lr 
seen R-raled mm! like "The Matrix" 
or "Cruellntenlions." "I JUSt go lor 

, the enjoyrntlH (If the mnvle," . 
· Iii a him husiness mcrc<lsmgly , 

geared te tcen-agen - wllo fluck to 
'popular R-tated films IIKc 

"Sl:renm," "Varslty Blues," or "I 
Know .....'hat You Dld Last Summer" 

, _ an R rating is the best endorSt!­
: m~n( a mt",!e ca."! have. 

· Teen-Agers See 
: Minimal Impact 

So l4·year-old DoWII Stalo... slty, 
, who was leaning on hll skateooard 
· WIth hLs friend JeU Wayne, 15, uut· 
: side the Century CilY Shl,lpping Plaza 
: tl'l West Lus Angeles, said mos! of I;M 
· movies he wanted to see .....e:'e R· 
· rlu.ed, 
· "The ones that orto't are Disney 
, movies," he said disdainfully, "If a 
, mavk! looks good, a real action mov­

le, it's prolJably rated R. bite 
'Slade.' " 

· lntervieW5 In suburba.'1 Miami and 
: ~!r6lt lollowed a similar pattern., 

conveying a sense that ill the ponr.:s 
membranl!' or entertainment cptlolls 
ape,. fa teen-agers. even Stepped,up 
enforcement of the R policy wtrukl 
have Ii mi.1imal impact on shieldulg 
y<lungsters from ObjtlCtlUrulbl<!' lare, 

At the Muviro ParadIse Cinem.as 
ill O:.vie, Fla.., northwest of Miami, 
almost alt the teen-agen swarming 
around the theater poked neil'S in tt:e 
new policy. . 

H aldon Greenburg said he sneaked 
in all the time. Kell)' MJ.:Quilkan said 
she could see Slmltar tare or lite 
same films on television, Jackie 
GlI\sberg smd she o:ould rem the 
Sill'l''{~ movie at BlockbUster, s(> what 
was the bIg deal ablJUt keeping teen­
agers Out uf theaters~ 

"1 ga to R-tated movies all the 
time:' said Ms. Ginsbf:rg, a nilnh 
grader. "J have betn asked fur my 
ID l1iJ.:oupleof Umilll We saywe lett it 
at iwme, and they let us in_ We've 
seen every Iwrror moV:ie that's befll 
out R·rated might be lnappropnatl' 
for 11)- or ll·year.clds, but we're 
more educated than ti'.ey are." 

Across the COUn11)' a few general­
LtlllUm!l seem 10 hold. One is that the 
tetn-aget contemplll1ma: the policY 
!lnds that the age requirement 
should be a a few yeflrs lower, . A 
secund is that nothing makes things 
more enticing to teen-agers than a 
dose nf 3<lolt dis.app-rovai. 

"I Ihink if you put more rt'stric' 

tions on II, ";d~ will just war.l 10 go 
even more," .nid Krlstm Finamo,E:.. 
H. of Flora! Pnrk. KY., who said sh~ 
hlld seen such R·rJ'lc.d !,Ims as "Cn;· 
cllnlernjons" and "Jawbrenker," 

A lhird con<:IU$!O::l that t:-e-mng 
;lrtlund th.e rules fei.llllrcS a hule 
ingenuIty. but ooT an tiltH much. 

MOSl get: in by buymg a Hekel to 
one moy!e and L"Ieo sllppbg mto an­
other, $[lfl:'C have someone eise, an 
older friend Of a paren!. buy the 
!kkets lor them. O1.hers !lImply 
browbeal thl! theliler employees, 

$1,1 when JJ.ilia Roth, 16, of Hicks· 
vII\{!. Long Island, 'Karned Ie see 
"Hnll¢ween Hl0" not long aga, she 
s)mply told the young HekN HIKer, "I 
want to see tiltS mOYle, 51.1 Be: of! my 
back," and waltzed in. 

'It Is Just 

Too Much Violence' 


Adu:!s, for the mOSI part. applaud­
ed the new reStrlCt:v>; mitUlHV>;, 

RIch C. Weir, woo took his \3·yeaf­
old daughler, Hekh, decked out m 
shorts, a black jacket, braces, and 
blue paint on her toenails, to sec 
.."ushn Pi)wers; The Spy \\.'00 
Shagged Me" In Deatbom, Mich., 
said he worried pa-rtkularly abool 
the violence in many R,-ntled films. 

"I thmk that causes il lot oj the 
school shootings," lie said, "It Is JUs: 

too much VIOlence,' 
Even Ihealer pll'rsonr.c! concede 

that enfotcement will be dlfficulf, 
csp<ltlally because many o! t!':le em­
ployees are leen-ageril supposed to 
be monitonng \llcir peers, 

"Most kids ask other people to buy 
!heir tickets or they lIe noou1 theIr 
to's," said Raul $omarriba, assist· 
ant managel at Main Street Cinema 
in Miami Lakes. "We try to enforce 
the nlte, but II'S dlHicult tl) enforce." 

Of course. teen-agers !lrc h!lrdly a 
homQ.geneOU$ 2wup, and if 15· and 
16·year-ofds find I~e upgtaded en· 
furcemcnt sometnmg of an affront. 
some younger viewers are not aU 

that keell to see the R-ra!ed films 
anyway. . 

"A 101 Of the R.rated movies I'm 
not interested l.l'l,'. said 13·year-Qld 
Lydia Ross of Los Angelo:s. "II's too 
much Violence and blood," 

But ever. lhe yoongcr OMS seem a 
Hn!e baffled by the nonull Ihal keep­
mg them out of hlms w'lll r.nve much 
of an Impact en their behaVIOr, 

"The people who go psycbe when 
they see the mOVies are still going. to 
go psychl,l." said Jenna Hollzman, I~. 
of ws Angek'$, "I think "·eve seen 
more hotror movIes Ihan the aver· 
age person, and we don't kill any­
one," 

The kiIJl1"Igs at Columbine High 
Scboal, whlctt helped general;:: the 
new initiative, shocked smdent5 so 
milch that some,like JessiC-ll O'Neill, 
Hi, !I sluaenl !If Cooper City High 
SChool near MiamL said that the new 
restrictiOr.s at least m theory made 
sense. • 

But as she discussed tllt! polley 
wl:h her friend Amy Solomon, nei­
ther ~med ro think it WQuld bave a 
huge Impact. • 

"/'s for sex." Ms, Solomon saki, 
"you can set: it on HDO and stuff. 
Ami viQlern:~? You see It on rl\t

TVBSDA Y, JUNB 15, 1999 stroots.'· 
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Practicality 
Is Biggest Foe 
GflD Plan 
ForRMovies 

By BERl'\ARO WE1NRAUB 

HOLLYWOOD, June 14 - How are 
theaters gcL'Ig to ~on:e the plnn an· 
oounced last week lit the White House tj) 
require teer.4tge moviegoers to show pho­
to klentificauon at R-rated films? 

. The coneluslon in HoHy. 
wtXoIi Is quile simple: TheNews 
overwhelming numru.r of

Analysis them probably woo't. 
WIUiu.m Kanotian, presi­

dent Q! the NatlWltll Assocla!ion (It TIt,'llI­
tID" Owners, which represents proprietors 
of about two-thirds ot the movie screens in 
~ natlOIl, saki that each thealer would 
dtWttop ilS O'lVTl program to enlorc:e the 
rattng system, which has beer. largely 
flouted by teen.ngers under 1'1, But studlfl 
dIstribution execuHves said Ulat the effnrt 
faced twu ma.or hurdles. 

One, of course, is that teen.agets man­
age to see R·tated fUms by askmg ruder 
fMends 10 buy tickets fOT them. ur by 
buying tickets lor. say, a Disney lamily 
film and then slIealting'it!tn Vlewll1g5 at 
multiplexes lnat show R-rIlted films, 

Theother enforcement hurdle lies in the 
economlts Cf the thealer business. Thea­
ters earn most 01 thetr protttl', not trom 
movies, but from concession sales of pop.­
corn, sot! dnnlts Md hili dogs. As much as 
80 cents oJ every dollar spent is pure 
profit ;0 the thealers. and managers reap 
a j>tteen:age of concesswn sales 1\$ lfI. 

"""e. 
TheauH o\\'ne(s hardly dissuade t(!t!1)­

agers from hrutglng OOt in luhl»C$ All duy 
to play v!dec games, which are proliferat­
ing at newer multiplexes: buy food, and 
glide trom thealer to theater. In this 
atm0:5pnere, Um.ater owners quite natu­
rally hire people to work at concessions, 
oot to check on teeJi-agen. At individual 
screen$. 

AccordingI)'. Hollywood executives woo 
deal with t~ater owners dally said that 
the White liouse announcement by the 
cmmtl'Y's largest ~aters and President 
Ctlntun was probably an lnetlectlve way 
to curb the Rval1ahi~!ty of vIolent films to 
children. 

"Inunenforceable," a top studio distri_ 
bution exec:utiv~ said. Few executives 

: wauid :speak on the record bl'<:lluse of 
. the v,'hlte House rllie. 

Anattx:r studiO dislTillutilm eXecu­
tIVe, who worked lur }'ears a1 II large 
,heater chllm, said Hmply: "it's '..In. 
w{lrknb!e. II's impossible to pohce 
unless somebody !S S\Mdbg III the 
front door and checking t;ckets stt:.bs 
and !D's - ant\lha! won't happen:-

Marvm Amooowsky, a veleran dis­
tribution executive tor several sm­
dws, stud: "[t'S speCio"Js. Kids can 
get mlo a mul!ip!(l)C They'!! bUy a 
licket to 'Tarzan- and see 'The M.a­
trlX: Who'!: Stop tloem:J You're talk· 
ins: about an honjr system. Give me 
a brt'ak." 

The Cllt~gs were set up by the 
Monon Picture ASsociation of Amer· 
Ica in 19£8, a I1me of social and 
sllK'.)al turmoil, Ie replace the prud­
Ish and an:haic Hays ProductIOn 
Code, which controlled tr.e sexual 
conlent 01 movies fur d"cndes. (tJo­
der the ~ode, generally, film hus, 
bands and 1Io1veS did not sleep in the 
same bed.) WIth the endon\c-ment of 
theater O\l,-llers, ttle board created 
the fatings as a gUideline fur par­
e",

Over !he years the ratings evolved 
mto five eutegones: G. tor general 
audIences, usually cartoons or fIlms 
tor small chtldren: PC, ntelJJling thai 
parental gmcance IS auggeSled and' 
some mlUenal may be uosullable for 
chlldren; PG·la, meAhing that par­
enlS are Strongly cautio:,wd thaI 
same material may ~ L-lapproprhue 
lor children under 13 ~ R, for WhlCh 
youths. under 11 mllst be accompa· 
nied by a parent or adult guaf\li#n, 
and NC·Ii, a rela.:Jvely new rating, 
umwr which no one under 11 is ad­
mItted.. . 

(Last week's rutI'IOuncement by the 
PreSIdent did no: InvolVe R·rated 
video rentals, which some stOrM 
frtely make 10 youthS under \7, 
Some;;:hams. reqUire adUlt tlpplicanu 
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fer membcrmlp to respond to a ques­ mas, a COI'.lIDtT.)S, (la.,based cham 
IKln alXlI.lt whether they want their wllh about Z,1OO screens in sm:;ller 
children to be able tQ rent R.rated . Cities, or wha't he caUed "Hometown, 
movies.) 

The plan WGuid require that Il lICk, 
et taker o-r someone ct"ieeklng stubs 
seck !D's from t.'ase In line, whIch 

. would be time-consIlIflUlg. Even 
mort daunting t{) owners, (!SPIl'cially 
witn tile proliff!ration of multlplexes 
with J4, 15 or IS theAtcrs under one 
rool, theater emploYe¢s wmlld proba· 
bly have to stand oulslde screens 

1 showing It-rated m(WJC$ to insure 
that no one under 11 slipped ilL 

Any parent wlth a tet'n':;ger knows 
t thai in terms or drinking., smoking 
: and movies, wllere there's a wil!, 

Theater checking 
may work better in 
smaller towns than 
large cities. 

there's usually a way. Even today, 
yamhs under 17 Sland in line at 11 
theater,and ask an older friend, Of a 
stranger,"10 buy {I ticket 10. say, "The 
Matrix,:' which is especially popular 
now among the leelNtge crowd. Or a 
t«n·ager may )'ltll(hMC be ticket for 
11 PO-13 mm and sUp cut in the 
middle to an adjoioing theater to $e(! 

the R·rated movie" 
..It's like PrOhibition, forbidden 

fruit," tI studio chairman said. 
"Whene'ror you set up rules for l¢en­
agers, yOU're- inviting lhem to find a 
way around them," 

fly all <tI;:COUnls. the plan for rat· 
ings system enton:cment will proba. 
bly prove more cHew'>'r m srr.aller 
towns than In l;uger cities like New 
York. Los Angeles and CI".fcago. MIke 
Patrick, Chairman of Carmfke ClOt'­

V.SA.," sa;d thaI it would be el(· 
tremely difficult, Our not lmpO~Slble, 
menlorce reslnctlffll5 (lnleen. agen;, 

"The preblefl'. is when you have an 
HI·year<Qld who buys four ticketS-, 
and three of them go to hIS 16-year­
old friend," Me Patrick saId, "You 

. have to pnlice lhe audllorium as 'Well 
us tile :selling of tkkets Is il reahs­
tic? It's eXIr-emely hard (0 do," 

But Mr. Patrlck said he would 1m· 
pose sume unuSl.lal restrictiOO5 on 
the coming Slanl~ Kubrick film 
"Eyes Wide Shut:' an R-rated movie 
wlIh Tom Cruise and Nicole KIdman 
that has strong sexual content, The 
flIm tlfH!!lS in JUly. 

Mr. Patrick said he ¥-wld place 
somcooe at lhc door of the UlMter 

• showing the film to bar anyone under 
11 from ~liIg il unless acoomptl­
nied by a parent or a guardian adult. 

"It's exve-n$lve and a lot of trouble 
and It jrritates teen-aiteTS. but it can 
be done," Mr. Patrick said. 

But that plan seems 1(1 be lin ex· 
ceptlott Mr. KartotLan himself said 
that the raimg system was m.eam to 
advIse parel'lts:. and'that the mooi­
torlng -ot what rno-.'le" young people 
see rests 1iI Ihe~r hlinds as weU as 
thost' of theater OWner'lL "This is a 
shared responSibility," he said, 

One studio di5tribulion chief 
summed up the mood of many ether 
distribUuotl executives. "The d.ny 
hltle secret of the dlsltil>utien busi· 
(11.'$$ is that wtth IS, 19. 24 pIe"es. k.lds 
show up and hey tickets for a P{;·13 
movi~ and see the one (hat'~ R· 
rated," he saId. 

"The staff IS at the eonceSSllln 
stand and the IItkel office. liOt the 
theater door. Kids. will SeE: what-cver 
tim;: wenl to see." 
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Mf. ;\1eCam may be shaky on macro·The Outlook l'nIoomics, but he Is pa.s:;loll.\te on 
mlcrtrefilfWmlcs" The recent crilkisms 

1t~s Not the Econom)'l, that be is strong on foreign policy and 
w{>uk OJ) dljftlCsUc (!tilley Ignore his 

Stupid or Otherwise enl'~!lf term as rfialrman of the &m" 
atl~ Commerre Commlttf'{" 'Tve been 
hl'UvUy in'lijJvcd in the most Importall(

A
, 

CLEMSON, KG. 1M11S of this I!l'9fl;~m}'," he a~gues.
Indeed, .\1r, Mc...,am l~ at "IS most an!' 

Whatever !~e :5trang~ and .combustj' mated when talking, not abcut [oreig!' pot­
hle fuel that IS pnwermg Sen. John ky,but;tOOlllthelntcmeLlle<:ompnres:thl 
~k'Caijl 's insurgent candidacy, ern- "some rombinatlon uf the printing press and 

; nomics has !it:le to do with it :HW IndUstrial Re'i(liution," and says il is 
'I His message is II mix or autob:ogr~pi1)', ,!Nih [~.e "gnlal~st :oren for gOfJd that (oold 
: ar.tics!ablishment rant. and (i s:ecllllrigly :evt!r happen" but athl'l carnes great pot.e!l' 
: :iim:ere desire to be a presineTlt "who can ilial "lor evil and harm, It depends on how :1 
-lniPirc ytlong people {oeonlmit themselves 'js guided," To encourage the Inlernet's 

I\! (,{lUSeS grea;;er than tbeir own self· inter" dJt\'elopment. tie advocates lhl' eQujvalent of 
est." On eronoma;S, he says: "Am,!ri('a nas an !nl!ustrm! poliCY - altbougtl he doesn't 
never IX'en defined Solely by our leading call it that - incbdlog II permanent morat!)· 
econrunic indicators." 'rlum on collecting wen sales taxes and 

Btl! as tlte ),fcCalntandXfac)' mQ:Vt's (rom mcreased fonding lor basic R&D. 

improbabillly 10 possibilitY, McConomlcs He believes fel'l'cnlly in rompetition and 

deserves some seru!iny. It's il complicated Ihe power of marll:ets. but kOO'l\o'S that rempe' 

and sometimes confUSing mlla], cooked up tition isn't aLways a state (}f oature. He Sffi 

primMiJ), in the mind and expenences of Ihc !a ~lear role tor an adiy~t government. and 

caml1d.1te himS(!lf. linlike Gt'(.}rge W, Bush, 'harks bad( to the tnJstt1ll5ting policies. of hIS 

woo locked up IIle GOP t'c:)oomies establish- on·clted role model, President Theodore 

men! caliy, Seu McCain doesn't have an Roosevelt. 'ihc only Ihing worse than-regu' 

:wmyof sages he ronsultsnn tbe SUbje<::L His lation." he says, "is an ourelflllated monop· 

printip:lJ acvlser is fCIT.'ler ~erll Re::;erve uly:' 

:rnn()!r,ist Kevin HasW't!, to whom he alkS What W1.lUld Ihal mean in practice? For 

inh"''lmmtly, and with whCm r.e d!sn~us star1e-:-s., he'd f«lP!!n lhe 1996 law U\at 

Jil ,It IClSI one ccr.tntl issue. ,Mr, H,lsse~t dereG1llated lhe p;lecoml1t:micatiom. lndos' 

retviltly ra~hed in some (If hIS acactNlHt try, and write I: in a WilY that would 'crNue 

ert:<df!,llli:y 10 co·wl'ite a popular book argu' competlU()n. give consumers a better d~al 

Inli that tbc \))W J(Jnft; Jndustl1tll Average lifld cut eut all tile special breaks thet were 

Cl)utd reach 360C>ii!n the next few j'ears. Mr, put in there for the special interests, induct· 

McCdin. wrn:ried lh::It the average may ai· lng the cable tmtlpan!es," 

rt>J.dy fdlcel a buhhle, says blun!!),: '"TM! He'd alsopursuH \1gorous polity of 

is 'lut a VICW VlC stllte." nview1ng me~. He critidzMl tile 


The ctlnlerpil>cu of his (>ronomh: DIal· BuSh administration fur aUmdng some 

fllnn Is a ta); plan dlstinl:'lliYted ~rwhat sWIne IMrgtrs.Ani1he'sworr1ed about 

it dU(~sn't do: eut th~ lop maflPn:t1 lax ronsolldatlO1l in teltrommun1caUons 

ralc, That has been GOI' orthodoxy and the medla, On the key antitrust 

sinre soppl)'·Sld~~rs took O\'e1' Ihe party Issue or our Urnes. bowever, be takes. a 

In )918, Bu! ~Ir, McCain says tnat pass: ''I'\lC not been able to come to a 

ortbodoxy Willi "rornt! [or tlwse I!W' r(lntlusloo on Mlerosofc" 

nmllle times" bllt not ftlr !nd3y's. The most Intere>tlng economic innoVll"! 

"Nnw we hdvt ,1 5!lrplll!t an ecrlfiomy t;on In a ~!tCail1 White House m~gh! we!! be 

tIi:tt's hummin" along in a way wl;"ve nul the use of Ibe Oval Office as II kind 
f'~perierltt'ff in hislory," hi! says III an ot public wOCldsbed for wayward corporate 
in:cfview, "And in all thuse hact years we tXeI:;!ti\l{$. He lalKsof ea.lling In 1M: nation's 
it1~IIIT!~d ()D11;';'lIion~ - tbe Sed;,] Serur:!y broadcasters "and saylng),oo. a~ th* guys: 
trusl lUnd , Medicare and the naliOlul debl." who got SiO Mllien nf free speclm:n - one of 
lk!ttl:' to shore liP E'3cial Security and M~dJ' the greatest rip-orCs since the Teapot Deme 
.:are, IMy do',;.n :1',,, de!)!. ;,J1{/ gh'c a t.u scandal," and then urging them to develop a ] 
)I\\\/: !" mitidle'lfK'Ome Al11urinHls. tv af" ,m:lform system for raUng leJevision pnl' ~ 
gw:;s. tllln tn g;ve !ax: cuts !Q :h<! nat.OO'S grams, He says he"d U:50 call In beMs of 
most plO$permK ,pl1J.rffiaetHmcal oompanies ~O iay that, 

When preSSed !un!ti;r, Mr, Mct.:ain's'''we've got senlots out there who can!, 

fOtllnlC!l!> :<huw maGWv-':!)1'\oNics OSj'! his aflt.:rd ihekdnlgs, and we'v£ get to work 00\ 

~11ll:11i $!J\l. pH the enr.orr,y look :l <lown· some way" to helP Ihem. 

tUf'ft," he says. "j wuol:i lit; ;he ,Ithvlu:t' flr,,1 Whether he'll eVd gel a char;ce'lo exer· 

111 linr ~ilyi~r,-. 'e'lt IllJrKinat 1,,\ r,Hes, t~l~ eLse h.)S U!uque brand of tU:iser,ati.'e att;v· 

c;ll,Hal I:('Jins, lel's stimulate IIwestrn"nt 10 ism is now In the hands of GDP pnma:y 

\:Je ecOlJ(lmv.' " Thai ~ts (he el'(!rwmir~ VCleM; in Soutb Carolina, who 1'1)\1' on Satur· 

l);1(!.:1\'~I(ds. ';\!'e;:hcr ct:.t;jl1;{ 1:1<' top tax rale day, and in Atkblgall, Who vote the following 

oor (uHm!; (alli:.:ll-gaios taws 1$ seen I)~ 'Tuesday, They'vi! unexpectedlybeOOrnetrit­


i nws! t:W!lVml$!S as an antidote for r<'fl:-' ira! players In thlS year's most ifllert'SllUg 
. sion. The aI'glHnt'!li fQ:f !h(;$t' measures IS polllleal11rama, 

ttlat they illCreilse inn;s((l1ent aoo expand 
tlK' capacity of :he economY' over (I,e kmller 
nm, ,\!iddle-elass lax ruts, which are mote 
m:.el~' 10 Sllmulate si'ending, are th~ USlI'.'! 
;Jfcscriptlon luran une.'(j'lecl~'d slump, 

TRP, WALL STRE!:.i' JOljRl\~\L 
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What's News-
AI .* *" ,. i Iml!}nt>:!la's preSident nID6H.'d e\'-mm· RI~.dt "lectern: iluU:mil!es !J)<lli: UPI'U"fi '!\\ry ChiCf Wlr:.mto from !hl' t;lbmeC revers' catiu!ls frnm 15 ClHH!hln.!~ by jlrt'£Hlecllal
Bu.-,;7.ncsS a.nd Finance In!; n, ~et~i<JO m~d.e only n(t!l~ earlier I;) !~I i eleet,ions ~{ar{'h 21i. J>lltm h::~rls. bUi n :J1f r 

h:m 1>!ay m, the p"" w-mrr,mty. local merull ri5C In ImlfernF.ler.1 voe.ka ;mces may hurt, 
" • . ~ud. Wa:\It:l's bj~k·tm~"fonh. Imt\f~ ('am~ M..:mwhllC', lhc washington ?cst says Rll~' 

FORr~ I~E~Il~ to cote.r a bid!l~ng afler .llord?y fO:(,I);," trip d~~mlr WhlCh ,Ial.'! si" waItt:; 1.0 stop conver1:ng mititl'ty ,rlh'­
WJI alamsl (,;\1 for Daewov, GM of UW pOSSibility of a b)up 5\\epl Jakarta. lor,.!O ci~'d~an use and close tt.em inS\t'iltL 

se: off !!le auction lo Dt>cembf.r when 11 • ... ,. Mosco"' $('Cured an lllll'eemcnl ~'r!day 
offered abmU S6 billion for most of the liritaln and lrelaoo ";1'1'1:' ur~cd by a tup ...ilh :he umdun C!\!t) til resr.htdule nl'.ll'ly 
assets of the insolvent South Korean N{)rlht'rn lr~lafld CJUIQJIC leader to rule on sn billion in Soviehlra debt Tll.c deal 
aulo cumpll ny. DtlimlerChrysler nis\) R I\l!W IRA d~!illnn[lr::el\i proposal afier L~n· n<JnnaIlM'S relatIOns wltk W!ditors fer tl:e 
is Iti'lld to be considerin" )' umpin"" in don Fr!Il:)}, sUsyeJ)"l'd home'rl!!~ g01ll'1 n· !irst timl' since [9Sg, (Artkk on ril~>: A[i J 

" " t> ,f.>' 1I)!:<lt in the pro\'in~(' hJ prevent a collap~e of It , .. 

The wmner Will, have the potentml to Btl' Iwar.e Ilroc!'ss. Th~' guernllas reportedly The U.S. and thl' IMP r(>actt'd to atlega· 
be the wm[d's bIggest auto maker. ha\'~ :lffered to put we:l.pons "beyond lISC," lions that Ukraine may have mJslIs(>d Inter' 

(ArllcjelnC:"lvmM~f '* .. * _ natlonalluan~ by ronsidcring titrict (ondi· 
.. " .. :<MTO troopS In Koso\o'o kltled an ethniC lions on fmure lending 10 KieV_ Ukraine i~ 

The Dow Jones industriaJs slid Albanian sniper and wounded twu ot:Jefll now ne!Ntlating to free up SUi blJiltln of <l 
21B-42 pDints, or 2_05% Frjday. mark- dter a w('Ckend Qf ethnic viQlence in Mitro- S2.6 billion package, (Article on Page AlSl 
ing a correctIon as the bhlc chIps are Viti! ir. whkh two Frencbsoldi;;>rs were hurt, . ,..,. '* 
down more than 1!l'7~ from their Jan, l4 SepuI1HC!Y. a cyanide spill from a Romanian Britaln sent back to Afghanistan n of Ihe 
high. Tlle Nasdaq pulled bllCk Friday, gO:J n:lne r!,a':llCu s..--rbin after liiUi::lg mest 142 people who came !o liindQfl aboard 1 

Ilf~ !fllhe Tisa River, a Danube tributary, emnmamlee:ed jet last week in wbal may
but still ended the week up 157%. • .., '* Wl.'IC been a hijacking or jll$( a mass bid for; 

lAttll;,"qn P_>Cl) [Srl.H!! :md the Pa}!5liniaIl5 mlSMJ<l a as:;lum. Embarrassed aulhor!t!es had sald : 
... II .. deadline fOf a framework permanent peace earlier only 37 bad volunteered H) g'(I oome. ' 

. Rupert )lu,rdoch is planning n rna· IJtaty !sra-:I expressed OOPf.cnl? coo!d.be j 'I- .. .. : 

Jor rtstructunng of News Corp. that crtJJttd In six wetks. Meanwtlll~. a top aIde I Gene·therupy nselU"ctllook a fresit New I 
WQuld cQnsolidate all of the rompany's lUIys Barak is rom~iUed to a. July ~ull!)ut ~ben ttw ~A said it wus eh~klng posS!ble 
global satellite operations and Invest- Ifrom U'baoon despIte e~ala<lag Vlole~ce~otammatxm in a lfla:!. ,.. SL Jude s s;:lftll­
menls into a new PUblic company, poo- I that has kIlled Sl)ven soldlCrs In tWQ weeks. lIsts,aJd Ihe prubltm may stmply be talse' 

PIe 'emma1' w:lh the phms said 
., . 

{Art;Cl~oo P"'O!': All 

Computer ~ell;bS ;nu federal m. 
veMigalor.i searching for the culprits 
behlnd last week's hacker attucks 
h<lve obtained evidence that fXllnts to 

, I ! ! ! .1 I .~a eas wo po en a suspec..... 
:.;..II(lm (>n P'!;l' A)) 

.. • .. 

Retail sail!S slowed In January,
Ifrom December. Economists hlamed I Petsmart is expected to announce 

.- -, It .. ...,. _. •
Oil Inventories ten by tM largest' 

amount in a deeade during tlle fourth 

quarter and are flOW llkely draining 
even Casler. the IEA reported. 

{Ar1~J! 00.1'-10: A:)O) 

, The White House moved to impose. 
sllf! tariffs on some steel imports. in 
a .,'d !" pr"!,,! ,boot 5,fiOO U.S, )·000. 

<1 ~Arllctlr on P.Ol' A36i 
II- .. * 

posluve lab results, iArticle on PAge 92) 
.. .. .. 

~ top V.N',ald uffklalln Iraq aSked to 
be relieve-(! o.r IllS dutles. Diplo.:nats SJ~ hf' 

;:~t:!frd!~;~~~~:::qr:=~!;:~:~ 
stance arousl!d O_S, lllKI Drilish cri:ieism. 

.. *' ..
Zimbabweans '1oted in a referendllm 01'. 

(onsi;tuUOl1al changes 10 boost Mugabe'S 
power and allow se)f.ure or land ownrd by 
Iwhite descendants of British settlers. An 
'IOPPOSlthm leader was arrest~d at one poll. .. .. '* 

winter storms and said the slowdown , an aggressive marketlng strategy foJ·, Spare shutUe Ertdeav(mr blasted off il'rl· 
doesn't siJ,'Tlal a weakening economy. lowing Pets.com's disappointing IPO. day on an ll'1iay fllghl to build a 3-D map 01 

(Arllcl~ (In P~QC A'I (AIII(I .. on PaOl' 86) the Elrth. Oil Saturd~y, a Russian rocket 
~ .. .. .. ... * Jofted (In Indon('slan satellite Into orbli after 

Ocddt'ntaJ Pelruleum Is expected NatWest's board recommended Kaukslan Ie! launches of Protons resume, 
to buy Altura Energy. a U.S. Olh!X-PIO- Royal Balik of SCotland's $33.79 billion * 11 )0 

ratlon joint venture of 8P Af!:lOC{) and Ifakeover bid. The le ...el of 3«eptances Died: Charles M. Sdltllz, 17. ('re::itor of 
Shell Oil. lor about S;'Ui billion. 

lArlKIII<lb Pane A31 
10 .. .. 

AOt Is badong ,away from j~s 
promise 10 ()pen Time Warner's cable 
nctWw.Ks to ilS Internet rivals, 

(Aftkk!r.r p_ a1: 

Equity OfHte Properties ~ to 
acquire: Cornerstone: Properties for 
S2.iH billion in cash nnd stock nnd 1he 
assnmptwn of $1.S billion in debt 

WorldWide 
IlCBI! i\XD l\1CCAJ~ I.OOKED fur an 

!'d;::I' 1n lh6r th:ht $rath tarohna rttr\!, 
W:t] llVi!S shewing a ctCl1d tH~at J.S Salta"· 

!!,w .. (cnL'S: nca!·$., tl',,., Texas gt;vefllor 
;Wi"'J.N III t;.: lHjepl:ng h;.. dv;\!'> a~cessj.~h" 
;'::I"rlll~r Sew Huo:pshlre playhout. Ihlf 
,\dwl1.! h'Il;;llor. r:1canwl\l:~. !ooks ;1!f WdyS 

HI l'OI:n independents and OemlXf,Ii.s., wItt) 
,:.In vol,,;\1 :hc nop primary, T"w.;ri! t\l,lt 
('"Oct, :'IlcCa!D Friday vowed not lo air allY 
n~liati'ie ,ld~. Th('y lace (lIT in a tdev)sed 
dcbllle (Omorrow, (Arude tin Page Ai I) 

171,' {I('form Pllrtv Jls~o1l'rd m/u dio;' 
III'Hl\l (/, Got'. \'Nllliftl qldl, tilfl duW'· 
!liml' 'I ILl' OIISINI (WIt Trump rti'ddi'd fII)/ 
In nw /dl' pIY'SIJc#1 ccrr pllTl!l1Ii:;1I11i l.l!. 

* * * ,\1 jf'J'It 21 U.s. jt'tlim'r~ werp wund I,) 
h,we i~Tl·gl1l.;rjties wi:h their horlwfl::11 
st,;bl:!I!; jad'UC["w~. the Far: $USIWttd lit 
tJ;~ ,\~1:~1;,1 ,\Ir ('f.'lSiI, and lu\'<] Ot'<J1I tempt!' 
:·;dh' ,;'·)tmll,,'(\. InSF'ft;<Ji:S of ,"Ji'lHl I.:!U'~ 
nlJnc:" I)fth'roo a!!Cf Uw dt";;n: W.:!!:i fcell','­
;'f"U 1J$1 1.'>;,'1;. 4rt !" b,;: imjs~wd by !.;rt1:,y, 

for the o(fer Is .expected to easily ex:· the "f'ranuls" oomlc strip, Saturday, In 
; ceed tlte 500/c nee11ed 10 take control. Santa Rosll. calif" arter batUing COlo11 Clln· 
I ,ArlkleonPageJd91 t,,!"•••• T(lrll Landry. 75, longt1me Dallas 

.. * .. CvlJ,ooys road!. 5.ltUMlY, ir, living, nX:lS. 
1 Abitibi agreed to buy Donohuf. tor o.llell~emia, "Roger Vad1m, 7:2. ~renc,h 

$4 bIllion in cash and stock to create IfIlm d\r~C~ famed fer rom~n(es WIth IllS 
the world's biggest newsprint maker. leadmg .axlles, Fnday, !n Pars, 01 amter. 
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AT&T's consumer-unt! preskient.IR Eugene Lockhart, is leaving the 
firm to join an internet start-up. 

The FCC isset to approve rules that 

would facilitate efforts by cell-phone 

fj,ms 10 let customers bill callers. 
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:iktkets-

Swks: :"lYSE vnl 1.02:,21~520 shnres, 


:-JdSdm1 >'0] 1.(;8-1.,290,28;. Dow JUlles illdus· 

trIa," 10·[25.21. off 218-.-1-2; transportation 

2136,13, off 39.H: utilities WS.rl, ott 2,12. 


Honds: Lehman Brothers Treasury index 

811i1.3~. up 48.96. 


Commodities: 011 SZ9.U 3 barrel, un· 

ch.:lnged, Dow Jones-AIG futlJres inde;l; 

95.797, off 0.519: DJ spot index 120,11. up 

0.37, 


Dollar: iCS.S2 yen. off 0.J2: 1.0135 N::rOS, 

of! 0.00:8; 1.9822 marks. eff 0_;)1;37. 
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THEATRE OWNERS ANNOUNCE NATIONAL MOVIE 

RATINGS ENFORCEMENT AND EDUCATION CAMPAIGN 


For 1rnme:iUtte Reka!e 0:!IltPct: Bill Karrozian, NA TO President 
Washington, D.C, june 8, 1999 (818) 506-1778 

Today, the National Association of Theatre Owners (:';ATO) announced a new, 
three-part campaign to enhance compliance with the industty's voluntaty movie rating 
system. The campaign will include a national ID-check policy for admission to "R" 
rated filius, an education outreach effort to parents and community organizations, and 
the industty's endorsement and assistance with a national study of the causes of teen 
violence. 

William F. Kartozian, President of NATO, stated, "The motion picture exhibition 
industry participates in a voluntaty movie rating system so that parents receive the 
information they need to ensure that children see films appropriate for their age. We 
have warned hard to educate our patrons about the ratings system, and to encourage 
our members to be vigilant in enforcement. For over 25 years movie theatre owners 
have turned away millions of dollars in business by participating in this voluntaty 
system. It is important to understand that the success of this voluntaty system is a 
combination of efforts- the efforts not only of NATO's members, but also parents 
and the community working together to support this system and learn more about 
how to effectively use the ratings as a tool. We are pleased today to reaffIrm our 
commitment to the rating system and the parents it serves.» 

The National Association of Theatre Owners is a national trade association that 
represents 65% of the motion picture screens in the United States, with over 20,000 
screens located in every state in the union. The details of the new campaign are 
attached to this statement. 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THEATRE OWNERS 

RATINGS ENFORCEMENT AND EDUCATION CAMPAIGN 


The National Association of Theatre Owners announces a new, three-pan campaign 
to enhance compliance with the industry's voluntru:y movie rating system, The new 
campaign will include a national ID- check policy for admission to UR» rated ftlms, an 
education outreach effon to parents and community organizations, and the industry's 
endorsement and assistance with a national study of the causes of leen violence, 

The movie rating system is a voluntary system sponsored by the National Association 
of Theatre Owners (NATO) and the Motion Picture Association of America to 
provide parents with advance information on films, enabling the parent to make 
judgments on movies they want or do not want their children to see. 

Previously, NATO has undenaken a variety of programs designed to enhance 
compliance with the rating system, including; weekly ratings bulletins for retention at 
the box office so that parents have access to the infoan.tion; ratings updates and 
articles in the industry'S trade magazine; brochures and posters for use by NATO 
members and the public; a ratings training videotape for members to use with their 
employees; and a slide presentation about the ratings system for in-tbeatre 
programming. The new, three-prong campaign is designed to complement these 
ongoing efforts, 

L National ID-Check ~oli<;)1 

The movie rating system currently requires that patrons seeking admission to 
"R» rated films be seventeen years of age. or be accompanied by a parent or 
gnardian. 

NATO reaffIrms its cooperation with the parents of America to seek to ensure 
that young people view age appropriate movies. All of its members should 
require photo identification at the box offIce of young patrons not 
accompanied by a parent of gnardian seeking admission to "R" rated ftlms. 
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NATO will encourage aU of its members to post notices reflecting the "R» 
rated f.Jrn admission policy, and to require photo identification for any yOlmg 
patron not acrompanied by a parent or guardian. 

2. Education Outreach Effort 

NATO has begun to consult with the u.s. Catholic Conference. the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and national parent 
organizations regarding the ratings system and the new lD-check policy. 
NATO will reach out to these groups, the Motion Picture Association of 
America (MPM), and any other interested organizations to develop additional 
educational programs designed to enhance the ability of parents to make 
infonned choices about the movies their children see. 

3. National Study of the Causes of Teen Vioknce 

In the context of new legislation on juvenile crime, Congress may require a 
study of the causes of teen violence, including the role of the entertainment 
industry and many other potential factors, to be conducted either by federal 
agencies or by a national commission. NATO endorses a national study of the 
causes of teen violence. NATO will also conduct its own study and provide. 
any results to the appropriate officials or commission members. Again, NATO 
will reach out to the MPAA, academicians, parent groups, religious 
organizations and others to generate infonnation and seek solutions which may 
be helpful. 

Interested organiz.ations or individuals with questions about the NATO 
camp;lign should write to NATO at 4605 Lankershim Blvd., Sre. 340, North 
Hollvwood, CA 91602. 
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MINIMUM AGE TO OBTAIN 

DRIVER'S LICENSES OB NON·DRIVER IDENTIFICATION CARDS 


STATE-BY·STATE 


, MINIMUM AGE MINIMUM AGE STATE 
TO OBTAIN TO OBTAIN NON­

DRIVER'S DRIVER'SID 
,LICENSE 	 , CARD 
,Alabama , 16 years old No Age Limit ,, 
,Alaska 16 years old No Age Limit 
i 

16 years old No Age LimitArizona 
,, 
, Ark.in,as 16 years old T4yearsold 

"""No Age Limit16 vears old 

Colorado 

Oilifomia 

16 years old NoA.e Limit 
16 years old No Age LimitConnecticut 

16 years, 10 months No Age LimitDelaware , 
, 12 years oldFlorida 18vears old 

18 years old No Age LimitGeor~a;,.-­
, 15 years old NoAg~LimitHawaii, 
I, Idaho 17 years old No Age Limit , , , 

,filinois , 16 vears old NoA7e Limit 
, Indiana 	 18 years old Noi\ge LimitI 

Iowa , 17 vears old No Age LimitI 	 , 
,

Kansas I 16 years old NoA~eLimit 
,Kentucky , 16 years old NoA.eLimit 

, 	 ,Louisiana 17 years old , No Age Limit , , I, 
I I
, 

Maine , 16 years old No Age Limit , 

,Maryland No A.e Limit17vears old 
18 years oldMassachusetts 18vears old 	 , 

,"­ 17 years old No Age LimitMichlg.., 

,17 years old 	 , No Age Limit 1.1innesota , 

Miss1ssippi 16 years old 	 , 13 y~~ld, blind or 
I eh)'Si disabled 

15 years old 	 ! No Age LimitMontana 
L-.....~__ 



STATE MINIMUM AGE 
TO OBTAIN 

DRIVER'S 
LICENSE 

MINIMUM AGE 
TO OBTAIN NON­

DRIVER'SID 
CARD 

Missouri 16 years old NoA.e Limit 
Nebraska 17 years old No Age Limit 

Nevada 16 years old 10 years old 

New Hampshire 18 years old 16Vears old 
New jersey 18 years old 17 years old 

New Mexico 15 years old currently 
16 (as of 111/2000) 

13 years old currently 

No Age L~; (as of 
4/1199 

New York 16 years old No Age Limit 
Nonh Carolina 16 years old NoAeeLimit 
NonhDakota 16 years old No Age Limit 

Ohio 17 years old NoAeeLimit 
Oklahoma 16 years old NoAeeLimit 

Oree.on 16 years old No Aee Limit 
Pennsylvania 16 years old 16~ears old 
Rhode Island 16 years old NoAee Limit 

South Carolina 16 years old 10 years old 
South Dakota 16 years old No i&e Limit 

Tennessee 16 years old NoAee Limit 
Texas 16 years old No Age Limit 
Utah 16 years old NoA,e Limit 

Vennont 16 years old No Age Limit 
Vireinia 16 years old NoAee Limit 

Washineton 16 years old No A,e Limit 
Washington D.C. 

West Virginia 
16 years old l~ears old 
16 years old No Age Limit 

Wisconsin 16 years old No Age Limit 

Wyoming 16 years old NoAeeLimit 
> 


