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May 14, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: Bruce Reed
Neera Tanden

RE: Ratings Systems for Different Media

This memorandum provides you with information on the ratings system for media, ranging from
movies to software,

Movies: All films are rated by a division of the Motion Picture Association of America
{MPAA). In 1968, the MPAA adopted the Voluntary Movie Ratings System, which advises
audiences about the age-appropristeness of films and limits minors’ access o films with adult
themes. The ratings board is currently composed of eleven members, all employed by MPAA.
The Voluntary Ratings System,currently provides for five ratings categories: G, PG, PG-13, R
and NC-17 (see attached list). The rationale for a particular movie rating is provided in movie
ads on the Intemmet and in newspapers, but notf in ads on television. For example, on the Internet,
a parents' raling guide is available that describes what aspect of the movie -- e.g., strong
language, sexuality, or horror violence - carned the film its rating.

Movie Advertising and Trailers; All movie advertising is approved or disapproved by the
Motion Picture Association of America.  The same set of standards that govern movics
themnselves also applies to advertising for movies that appears in magazines, newspapers,
billboards, radio, and television. A different, stricter set of standards governs movie trailers.
Trailers are approved for either general audience release ("G" / "PG” ) or for restricted audiense
releage (“R™). “G” / “PG -rated trailers are for movies that have been rated either ¥G.” “PG)
“PG-13,” “R,” or “NC-17" by the MPAA, Restricted trailers can play in a theatre only if' it is
playing an “K,” or “NC-17"rated feature. The approval or disapproval of trailers is based on
their suitability for viewing by children, “G” / “PG -rated trailers cannot show any nudity or
drugs, and can only show mild depictions of violence. “R”.rated trailers are less restrictive and
can display some depictions of nudity and drugs, as well as some violence {though the sct of
pointing a gun o a character’s head is prohibited).

Television: In 1997, ABC, CBS and most cable networks agreed o display age-based ratings on
all television programs exeept news, sports and unedited movies on premium movie channelg,
The original ratings system indicated only whether a program was age-appropriate; {he system
was later maodified to include information on whether a program contains violence, sexual
content, or explicit language (ses attached list).  In 1998, the Federal Communications



Commission {(FCC) approved the current ratings standards for the V-Chip and ruled that
manufacturers have until July 1, 1999 to have the V-Chip installed in 13-inch or larger
televisions and until January 1, 2000 for remaining televisions. Parents will be able to program
the V-Chip te block programming according to the ratings system (see attached ratings).

Premium Cable Television: In June 1994, four premium cable networks « Cinemax, HBO, The
Movie Channel, and Showtime - initiated a jointly-developed content advisory system that |
provides descriptive advisories, This voluntary system was established to provide viewers with
information about programming containing violence, sex, and offensive language. Executives in
the networks” programming departments are responsible for evaluating the programs, This
content advisory system includes descriptive codes, such as "MV for Mild Viclence, “RP” for
Rape, “GL” for Graphic Language, and *“N” for Nudity (sce attached ratings}.

Sound Recordings: Record companies voluntarily labet some newly releascd sound recordings
with a sticker stating “Parental Advisory: Explicit Lyrics.” The label does not further describe
the content of the recordings; it does not indicate for example whether the lyrics are explicitly
viclent, sexual, or profane, The recording industry labeling system is wholly voluntary on the
part of record companies, with no oversight or enforcement capability by the RIAA. There are no
penalties for not placing the advisory sticker on music products that are explicit, and there are no
industry guidelines to determine which music products should be [abeled.

Interactive Electronics Games: Two major classification systems for inferactive electronic
entertainment have been created -- the Interactive Digital Software Assoclation (IDSA) for
computer sofiware and the Recreational Soflware Advisory Council {RSAC) for game devices,
such as Nintendo and Seiga. IDSA established the Entertainment Software Ratings Board
(ESRE) as a ratings body for computer software titles. The ESRB classification system has five
ralings categories: Early Childhood (EC), Everyone (E), Teen (T), Mature (M}, and Adults Only
{A). Accompanying these classification labels on title packaging are content descriptors relevant
to each category,  These descriptors provide consumers with additional content information and
in many instances indicate the level of violence or sexual content of the title. Among the
descriptors used are the following: Realistic Violence, Realistic Blood, Strong Sexual Content,
Use of Tobaceo and Alcohol, Mature Sexual Themes,

The Recreational Software Advisory Council Ratings System is the product of a coalition of
software companies organized as the Computer Game Ratings Working Group in order to
implement a ratings system for game devices. The ratings system developed by the RSAC is
based on a five-part classification scale ranging from titles suitable for all audiences 1o those
considered extreme in violent or sexual content and language. The ratings are Level §, Level 1,
Level 2, Level 3, and Level 4. For example, titles considered to have extreme content (Level 4)
may coniain wanton or gratditous violence, toriure or rape, provocative frontal nudity or explicit
sexual activity and graphic language. The RSAC system is based on self-disclosure by the
company producing the game. '

Online: Unlike other media, a ratings system for the Internet need not be universally applied. In
order to protect children from potentially objectionable areas of the Intemmet, parents can use a



blocking technology to block out all materials that are unrated, Several Internet access providers
have already added such parental control technologies to their services, America Online,
CompuServe, and Prodigy, for instance, all have systems enabling parents 1o prevent children
from gaining access to any parts of the Internet that the server has not found to be suitable for
children, In addition, both Microsoft and Netscape, which together control 87 percent of the web
browser market, have implemented a technology in their browsers that allows parents to block
material that they deem to be inappropriate. Finslly, numerous other technologies are being
developed and promoted to enable parents o monitor their children’s onling activities, set {ime
fimits for their children’s access online, or let children exchange e-mails only with people on a
preapproved list.



Movies Ratings System

G for “General Audiences, Al ages admitted.”

PG for “Parental Guidance Suggested. Some material may not be suitable for children™

PG-13 for “Parents Strongly Cautioned.  Some material may be inappropriate for children under
}3!” B

R for “Restricted. Under 17 requires accompanying parent or adelt guardian.”

NC-17 for *“No children 17 and under admitied.” '

Movie Advertising and Trailers:

G/PG: for general audiences. May be displayed before any movie.
R: for restricted audiences. May only be displayed by audiences viewing K- or NC-17-rated
movies. '

Premium Cabie Television

MYV for Mild Violence

V for Violence

GV for Graphic Violence

R¥ for Rape

AL for Adult Lanpuage

GL fer Graphic Language

BN for Brief Nudity

N for Nudity

AC for Adult Content _ ‘
SC for Strong Sexual Content

TV Ratings System
The following categories apply to programs designed solely for ¢hiidren:

TVY All Children, This program is designed 1o be appropriste for all children, including
children from ages 2 - 6. This program is not expected to frighten younger children.

TVYY7 Direcied to Older Children. This program is designed for children age 7 and above
who have acqujred the developmental skills needed to distinguish between make-believe and
reality. Themes and ¢lements in this program may include mild fantosy violence or comedic
viglence, or may frighten children under the age of 7. Programs containing fantasy violence
that is somewhat more intense or combative are designated TV-Y7-FV.,

The following categories apply to programs designed for a broader audicnce.



TVG General Audience. Most parents would find this program suitable for all ages. It
contains hiftle or no violence, no strong language, and litle or no sexual dialogue or
situations.

TVPG Parental Guidance Suggested. This program contains material that parests may find
unsuitable for younger children and the program may contain one or more of the following:
moderate violence (V), some sexual situations (8), infrequent coarse language (L), or some
suggestive dialogue (D).

TV14 Parents Strongly Cautioned. This program contains some material that many parents
would find unsuitable for children under 14 vears of age and may contain one or more of the
following: intense violence (V), intense sexual situations (S}, strong coarse language (L), or
intensely suggestive dialogue (D).

TVMA Mature Awdierce Only. This program is specifically designed to be viewed by adults -

and therefore may be unsuitable for children under 17, This program contains one or more of
the following: graphic violence (V), explicit sexual setivity (8}, or crude indecent language |

(L)
Interactive Electranics rames

Entertainment Software Ratings Board

Early Childhood - Titles rated "Early Childhood (ECY have content suitable for children
ages three and older and do not contain any material that parents would find inappropriate.

Everyone - Titles rated "Everyone (E)" have content suitable for persons ages six and older,
These titles may contain minimal violence, some comic mischief (for example, slapstick
comedy ), or some crude language.

Teen - Titles rated "Teen (T)" have content suitable for pergens ages 13 and older. Titles in
this category may contain violent content, mild or strong language, and/or sugpestive themes,

Mature - Titdes ruted "Matare (M) have content suitable for persons ages 17 and older.
These praducts may include more intense violence or language than products in the Teen

category. In addition, these titles may include mature sexual themes.

Adults Oniy - Titles rated "Adults Only {AO)" have content suitable only for adults. These
products may include graphic depictions of sex and/or violence. °

Recreational Software Advisory Courncil

LEVEL FOUR

Vielence Rating Descriptor: Rape, or wanton, gratuifous violence




Nudity Rating Descriptor: Frontal nudity, amounting {o provocative display

Sex Rating Descriptor; Explicit sexual acts or sex crimes

Lanpuage Rating Descriptor: Crude, vulgar tanguage or exireme hate speech.

LEVEL THREE

Violence Rating Descriptor; Aggressive violence or death to humans

Nudity Rating Descriptor: Frontal nudity

Sex Rating Descriptor: Non-explicit sex acig

Language Rating Descriptor: Stvong language or hate speech

LEVEL TWO

Violence Rating Descriptor: Destruction of realistic objects

Nudity Rating Descriptor: Partial nudity

Sex Rating Desceriptor: Clothed sexual touching

Lanpuape Rating Descriptor: Moderate expletives or profanity

LEVEL ONE

Vialence Rating Descriptor: Injury to human heing

Nudity Raiing Descriptor: Revealing attire

Sex Raling Descriptor: Passionate kissing

Language Rating Descriptor: Mild expletives

LEVEL ZERO

Violence Rating Descriptor: None of the above, or sports related

Nudity Rating Descriptor: Nonie of the above

Sex Rating Descriptor: None of the above, or inaocent kissing, romance

Language Rating Descriptor: None of the above
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Motion Picture Association of America

1600 Eve Street, NW
Washiagton, D.C. 20006
Phone (202) 293-1966 FAX (202) 452-9823
June 2, 1999
TO : John Podesta, White House Chief of
Staff

FAX: 456-1907

Bruce Reed, Assistant to the President
and Director of Domestic Policy
Council, The White House

FAX: 456-5542
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Jack Valenti Phone: (202) 293-1966
MPAA Fax: (202) 452-9823

__ MEMORANDUM

Wednesday, June 02, 1999

TO: . John Podesta and Bruce Reed

FROM: Jack Valenti
a—

Please convey to the President a correction in his
statement about his appraisal of the movie rating system.
The President said he was wrging the FIC to study
marketing practices of the movie industry “with regard to
material rated for adults......”

“R” rated (for RESTRICTED) movies clearly state such
films contain ‘adult material’ but — and this is crucial —
children are NOT barred from seeing themn. “R” means that
children can see such films if they are escorted by a parent or
adult guardian. Therefore whatever the marketing theme,
the film being advertised does not ban children from
viewing it.
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Jack Valent e PRES DS ' Phone: (202) 293-1966
MPAA Fax: (202) 452-9823
MEMO RANDUM

TO:

FROM: Jack Valenti
mm——

Please convey to the President a correction in his
staternent about his appraisal of the movie rating system.
The President said he was urging the FIC to study
marketing practices of the movie industry “with regard to
material rated for adults......”

“R” rated (for RESTRICTED) movies clearly state such
films contain ‘adult material’ but -~ and this is crucial -~
children are NOT barred from seeing them. “R” means that
children can see such films if they are escorted by a parent or
aduit guardian. Therefore whatever the marketing theme,
the film being advertised does not ban children from

viewinge it.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGSTON

June 7, 190G

STATEMENT WITH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THEATRE OWNERS

DATE: June 8, 1999
LOCATION: Roosevelt Room
BRIEFING TIME: - 1:i5pm— 1:30pm
EVENT TIME: 1:40pm — 2:03pm

FROM: Bruce Reed

PURPOSE

To join with the National Association of Theatre Owners in announcing a new
nationwide maovie ratings enforcement and cducational ¢ffort,

BACKGROUND

The three-part plan you will announce today includes: {1} a new national policy under
which movie theatre owners will require photo identification for young people seeking
admssion to "R rated films; (2) an educational outreach program for parents about the
ratings system and the new [D-check policy; and (3) support by the theatre owners for a
national study on the causes of violenee, The National Association of Theatre Qwners is
a national trade association that represents 63% of the motion picture screens in the
United States, with over 20,000 screens located in every state. You will also relterate
your call on Congress to move guickly and pass common sense gun legislation,

Reqguiring Photo kdentification for “R” Rated Movies

The movie rating system, adopted by the Motion Picture Association of America in 1968,
can be a useful tool for parents, but only if its main restrictive rating - "R” (for
“Restricted: Linder 17 Requires Accompanying Parent or Adult Guardian”™) «- is
cffectively enforced.  Under the policy you will announce today, the theatre owners’
association states that from now on, “all of its members should require photo
dentiftcation at the box office of young patrons nat accompanted hy a parent or guardian

- seeking admussion to "R7 rated films.” The association also will agk theatre owners to

post notices reflecting the "R’ rated admission policy. Prior to the announcement of
today’s new policy you will meet with the association’s president, William Kartozian; iis
chairman, Barrie Lawson Loeks; and theatre executives Greg Dunn of Regal Cinemas and
1. Wayne Anderson of R/C Theatres Management.



You E:hallengcd the theatre owners to strengthen enforcement of movie ratings in your
May 15 radio address. Today you will also repeat your challenge to the movie industry to
reevaluate its entire ratings systems, especially the PG-13 rating, to determine whether it
1s allowing too much gratuitous violence in movies approved for viewing by children,
You have urged the entertainment industry 1o take other responsible steps, including
calling on the videogame, recording and movie industries not to market violence to
children. Last week, you announced a joint study of entertainment industry marketing by
the Federal Trade Commission and the Justice Department. '

Reaching Out to Parents

The theatre owners will also announce a national community education effort in
conjunction with parent and religious organizations. The educational outreach will work
to develop additional programs designed to enhance the ability of parents to make
informed choices about which movies are appropriate for their children. As part of the
new policy, the theatre association will also call for a nationat study of youth violence.
You announced at the White House Strategy Session on Children, Viotence, and
Responsibility that the Surgeon General would issue a report on youth violence next year.

Challenging the House to Pass Common Sense Gun Legislation

You will once again challenge the House of Representatives to pass common sense gun
legislation without loophotes and without further delay. In May, the Senate passed tough
new provisions to close the gun show loophole, require child safety locks with every new
handgun seld, ban the importation of large capacity ammunition clips, and prohibit
violent juveniles from owning guns as adults. You will call on the House to strengthen --
not weaken -- the Senate-passed bill, 1o include provisions to raise the age of handgun
possession from 18 to 21 and require background checks for explosives purchases. You
will also reiterate your commitment to expose and fight against any effort by the gun
lobby to riddle the House bill with dangerous new leopholes and water down critical
safety measures passed in the Senate,

PARTICIPANTS

Briefinyg Participants:
Bruce Reed

Loretta Ucelli

Janet Murguia

Tom Freedman--
Jeff Shesol

Prograr Participant:
William Kartozian, President, National Association of Theatre Owners (NATO)
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Other Event Participants:

Ms. Barrie Lawson Logks, Chairman of the Bourd of Direciors, NATO; President and
Co-Qwuer of Locks-Star Theatres

Greg Dunn, Vice-Chairman of the Board of Dhireetors, NATO; Executive Vice President
and Chief Operating Ofticer, Regal Cinemas, {nc.

J. Wayne Anderson, R/C Theatres Management Company

PRESS PLAN

Poo) Press

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

- YOU will make remarks and introduce Wilham Kartozian, President, National
Association of Theatre Owners.

- William Kartozian will make romarks.

- YOU will depart,

REMARKS

To be provided by speechwriting,
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS ON MOVIE RATINGS ENFORCEMENT
THE ROOSEVELT ROOM

June 8, 1999 ,

Now, I hope It won’t confuse anybody when 1 say that I just met with representatives
of NATO and we tatked about the movies,

I'm reforring, of course, to a somewhat different "NATO” than usual - the National
Association of Theatre Owners. We did have a very good discussion, [ spoke with NATO
President Bill Kartozian and Ins collcagues abowt the ways creative and commtied people are
working together to prevent youth violence, and the ways the theatre mdusiry in particular is
stepping up to its responsibility. .

It was not even two months age that the tragedy ar Columbine High School seared itself
into our nationzl consciousness. But ever since that day we have, | think, moved surely and
steadily toward the kind of future we want for our country, People from all walks of life are
coming together in a national grassroofs campaign to prevent youth violence ard to give our
young people the safe childhoods they deserve.

We all know that parents are the first and most important influence on a child. But we
also know that the demands on parents are increasing. As more and more parents work
outside the horne, they have less and less time for their children. Parents in the average family
now have 22 fewer hours cach week to spend at home than parents did a generation ago,

Since my first days as President we have worked hard fo help parents balance home
and work. One of the ways we’ve done that is by giving parents better tools to make
immediate but informed judgments - about the shows their kids watch, the music they hear,
and the video games they play. We have worked hard to give parents new tools like the
V-Chip, which, by the end of next month, will be in half the new television sets sold in
America, and will help parents block violent programming from their Hving rooms. We've
also made progress on parental screemng for the Internet and ratings for Internet game sites.
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But we must do more. We must ensure that children are not targets in the marketing of
violence. That is why, last week, I asked the Department of Justice and the Federal Trade
Commission to study the extent to which the video game, music and movie industries market
violence to children - and whether those industries are abiding by their own voluntary systems
of regulation,

For ratings systems to work, they must be enforced. Not just by watchful parents, but
by retailers at the point of sale, and theatre owners at the multiplex. The great thing about the
multiplex is that there’s a movie for every member of the family. But not every movie is for
every member of the family. When you drop them off at the theatre, you shouldn’t have to
worry that your “G7-rated kids are getting into violent or suggestive “R”-rated movies. Still,
too often, children get past the ticket counter - unescorted and underage.

I am pleased to announce that today, we are drawing the line. The nation’s largest
group of theatre owners has agreed to ask young people for IDs at “R”-rated movies. From
now on, parents will know that the “R” rating means what it is supposed to mean: “
Restricted.” No one under 17 gets in without a parent or guardian. No exceptions.

Last month, when I challenged theatre owners to step up to their responsibility, 1 could
only have hoped they would respond so quickly. 1 want to applaud Bill Kartozian
[kar-TOE-zhan} and his organization for doing their part. [l also want to thank Senators Hatch
and Leahy for the work they have done on this issue.]  Every one of us has something to
contribute.

The Congress, too, must step up to its responsibility ~ for the sake and the safety of
our children. This week, the House will take up important legislation, already passed by the
Senate, to help prevent youth violence. This includes common-sense measures that close the
deadly gun-show loophole; require that safety locks be sold with every handgun; ban the
importation of large-capacity ammunition clips; and ban violent juveniles from owning guns as
adults. [ strongly urge the House not to riddle this legislation with loopholes, but to pass it
into law, and to pass it without delay.

I hope Congress will follow the lead of these theatre owners. In our growing national
campaign to prevent youth violence, none of us can stand aside, and none of us should stand in
the way. Our national campaign is gathering members and gaining momentum. And in the
weeks and months ahead, I believe we will continue to move forward as one nation, striving
together to build a better future for all our children. Thank you.

Now, I'd like to introduce Bill Kartozian to tell us more about the steps that theatre owners
have agreed to take.

Message Sent To:




Q&A ON NATIONAL
MOVIE RATINGS ENFORCEMENT
June 8, 1999

Q: What did the President announce today?

A: The President announced the commitment of the National Association of Theatre Owners
{(NATO) to a movie ratings enforcement and educational campaign. The three-part plan
announced by NATQ includes: (1) 2 new national policy under which movie theatre owners will
require photo identification for young people seeking admission 16 “R” rated films; (2) an
education cutreach program for parents about the ratings system and the new ID-check policy;
and {3) support by the theatre owners for a national study on the causes of violence. The
President also renterated his call on the Congress 1o move quickly and pass common sense gun
legisiation.

Q: How does the “RY rating corrently work?

A: The "R rating means “Restricted.” The movie rating system currently requires that patrons
seeking admission to “R” rated films be seventeen years of age, or be accompamed by a parent or
guardian,

Q: What is NATO?

A: NATOQ is the National Association of Theatre Owners, a national trade association that
represents 65 percent of the motion picture screens in the United States, with over 20,000 screens
located in all fifly states.

Q: When has the President called for ratings to be enforced in the past?

A: The President has called for enforcing the movie ratings system several times in the past few
weeks, most notably on June 1 when he called for the joint Federal Trade Commission and
Depariment of Justice study on the extent to which the video game, music, and movie industries
market violence to children; on May 23 in his commencement address to Grambling State
University, and on May 15 in his radio address where he challenged the entertainment industry to
do its part,

: Why don’t theatre owners card already?

A: The movie rating system is a voluntary system sponsored by NATO and the Motion Picture
Association of America to provide parents with advance information on films, enabling the parent
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to make judgments on movies they want or do not want their children to see. While individual
theatre owners may have required photo identification for “R” rated movies in the past, NATO
has never before required it of all of its members, )

Ot NATO only covers 68 percent of movie sereens, What about the other 35 percent?

A: While receiving the commitment of NATO which represems 65 percent of theatre screens is a
good first step, the Administration challenges the remaining 35 percent to follow the lead of
NATOQ and require photo identification at the box office for young patrons not accompanied by a
parent or guardian seeking admission to “R” rated films.

Q: What other challenges has the President taken to protect our young people from media
violence?

A: The President has emphasized that all of us must work together and accept responsibility for
the safety of our children — in our schools and our communities, And that means there is more
for each of us to do at home and at school, in Hollywood and in the heartland and here in
Washington.

First and most fundamentally, the President has urged that we do more 1o help parents fislfill

their most important respongibilities -~ those to their children. Challenging parents to turn off the
television or use the V-Chip to block inappropriate programming; to use the new tools to keep an
eye on the computer screen; and to refuse to buy products that glorify violence,

The President also has called on the media and entertainment industries for their participation as
well. Studies indicate that there is an adverse impact on our culture and our children if there is
too much violence coming out of what they see and experience. 8o the President has

challenged the people who produce these things to consider the conseguences of them — whether
it's 3 viclent movie, a CD, a video game. First, the President has challenged the whols industey
to stop showing guns in any ads or previews children might see. Second, he challenged theatre
and video store owners {0 enforce more strictly the rating systems on the movies they show, rent,
and sell — a challenge that the theatre owners today have accepted, Thirdly, the President has
challenged the movie industry to reevaluate its entire ratings systems, especially the PG rating, to
determine whether it-Is allowing foo much gratuitous viclence in movies approved for viewing
by children. Finally, as noted earlier, the President has called on the ¥TC and the

Justice Department to study the marketing of violence to children,
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PRESIDENT ANNOUNCES NATIONAL AGREEMENT
BY MOVIE THEATRE OWNERS TO REQUIRE PHOTO IDENTIFICATION
FOR “R” RATED MOVIES
June §, 1999

Today, the President joined leaders of the National Association of Theatre Owners in
announcing a new nationwide movie ratings enforcement and educational effort. The three-part
plan announced today includes: (1) a new national policy under which movie theatre owners will
require photo identification for young people seeking admission to “R” rated f{ilms; (2) an
cducational outreach program for parents about the ratings system and the new ID-check policy;
and (3) support by the theatre owners for a national study on the causes of violence. The
National Association of Theatre Ownecrs is a national trade association that represents 65% of the
motion picture screens in the United States, with over 20,000 screens located in every state. The
President also reiterated his call on Congress to move quickly and pass common sense gun
legislation.

Requiring Photo 1dentification for “R” Rated Movies

The movie rating system, adopted by the Motion Picturc Association of America in 1968,
can be a useful tool for parents, but only if its main restrictive rating -- “R” (for “Restricted:
Under 17 Requires Accompanying Parent or Adult Guardian”) -- is effectively enforced. Under
the policy announced today, the theatre owners’ assoctation states that from now on, “all of its
members should require photo identification at the box office of young patrons not accompanied
by a parent or guardian seeking admission to “R” rated films.” The association also will ask
theatre owners to post notices reflecting the “R” rated admission policy. The announcement of
today’s new policy came after a mecting between President Clinton and the association’s
president, William Kartozian, its chairman, Barrie Lawson Locks; and theatre executives Greg
Dunn of Regal Cinemas and J. Waync Anderson of R/C Theatres Management.

The President challenged the theatre owners to strengthen enforcement of movie ratings
in his May 15 radio address. Today he also repeated his challenge to the movie industry 1o
reevaluate its entire ratings systems, especially the PG rating, to determine whether it is allowing
too much gratuitous violence in movies approved for viewing by children. The President has
urged the entertainment industry to take other responsible steps, including calling on the
videogame, recording and movie industries not to market violence to children. Last week, the
President announced a joint study of entertainment industry marketing by the Federal Trade
Commission and the Justice Department.

Reaching Out to Parents

The theatre owners also announced a national community education effort in conjunction
with parent and religious organizations. The educational outreach will work to develop
additional programs designed to enhance the ability of parents to make informed choices about
which movies are appropriate for their children. As part of the new policy, the theatre
association also called for a national study of youth violence. The President announced at the
White House Strategy Scssion on Children, Violence, and Responsibility that the Surgeon
General would issue a report on youth violence next year.
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Challenging the House to Pass Common Sense Gun Legislation
The President once again challenged the House of Representatives (o pass Common sense

gun legistation without foophales and without further delay, In May, the Senate passed tough
now provisions to closc the gun show loophole, require child safety locks with evory ngw
handgun sold, han the imporiation of large capacity ammunition clips, and prohibit violent
juveniles from owning guns as adults. The President called on the House {6 strengthen -~ not
wopken -- the Senate-passed bill, to include provisions to raise the age of handgun possession
from 18 to 2] and reguire background checks for explosives purchases. The President also
reiterated his commitment to expose arxd fight against any effort by the gun lobby to riddle the
House bill with dangerous new loopholes and water down critical safety measures passed in the
Senate.
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS ON
MOVIE RATINGS ENFORCEMENT
THE ROOSEVELT ROOM

June 8, 1999



Now, I hope it won’t confuse anybody when I say
that I just met with representatives of NATO and we

talked about the movies.

I'm referring, of course, to a somewhat different
“NATQO” than usual — the National Association of Theatre
Owners. We did have a very good discussion. 1 spoke

with NATO President Bill Kartozian [kar-TOE-zhan] and

his colleagues about the ways creative and committed
people are working together to prevent youth violence,
and the ways the theatre industry in particular is stepping

up to its responsibility.



It was not even two months ago that the tragedy at
Columbine High School seared itself into our national
consciousness. But ever since that day we have, | think,»
moved surely and steadily toward the kind of future we
want for our country. People from all walks of life are
coming together in a national grassroots campaign to
prevent youth violence and to give our young people the

safe childhoods they deserve.

- We all know that parents are the first and most
important influence on a child. But we also know that the
demands on parents are increasing. As more and more
parents work outside the home, they have less and less

time for their children.



Parents i the average family now have 22 tewer hours
each week to spend at home than parents did a generation

ago.

Since my first days as President we have worked hard
to help parents balance home and work. One of the ways
we’ve done that is by giving parents better tools to make
imn;iediate but informed judgments — about the shows
their kids watch, the music they hear, and the video games
they play. We have worked hard to give parents new
~tools like the V-Chip, which, by the end of next month,
will be in half the new television sets sold in America,
and will help parents block violent programming from

their living rooms.



We’ve also made progress on parental screening for the

Internet and ratings for Internet game sites.

But we must do more. We must ensure that children
are not targets in the marketing of violence. That 1s why,
last week, I asked the Department of Justice and the
Federal Trade Commission to study the extent to which
the video game, music and movie industries market
violence to children — and whether those industries are

abiding by their own voluntary systems of regulation.

For ratings systems to work, they must be enforced.
Not just by watchful parents, but by retailers at the point

of sale, and theatre owners at the mulﬁplex.

4



The great thing about the multiplex is that there’s a movie
for every member of the family. But not every mmvie 18
for every member of the family. When you drop them off
at the theatre, you shouldn;t have to worry that your “G™-
rated kids are getting into violent or suggestive “R”-rated
movies. Still, too often, children get past the ticket
counter — unescorted and underage.

[ am pleased to announce that today, we are drawing
the line. The nation’s largest group of theatre owners has
agreed to ask young people for IDs at “R”-rated movies.
From now on, parents will know that the “R” rating
means what it is supposed to mean: “Restricted.” *N§ one
under 17 gets in without a parer;t or guardian. No

exceptions.



Last month, when I challenged theatre owners to step
up to their.responsibi]ity, I could only have hoped they
would respond so quickly. [ want to applaud Bill

Kartozian and his organization for doing their part. Every

one of us has something to contribute.

That includes the Congress. I hope members will
step up to their responsibility — for the sake and the safety
of our children. This week, the House will take up
important legislation, already passed by the Senate, to

help prevent youth violence.



This includes common-sense measures that close the
deadly gun-show loophole; require that safety locks be
sold with every handgun; ban the importation of large-
capacity ammmitiéﬁ clips; and ban violent juveniles from
owning guns as adults. I strongly urge the House not to
riddle this legislation with loopholes, but to pass it into

law, and to pass it without delay.

I hope others will follow the lead of these theatre
owners. [n our growing national campaign to prevent
youth vi(}leme; none of us can stand aside, and none of us
should stand in the way. Qur national campaign is

gathering members and gaining momentum.

7



And in the weeks and months ahead, I believe we will
continue to move forward as one nation, striving together

to build a better future for all our children. Thank you.

Now, I'd like to introduce Bill Kartozian to tell us

more about the steps that theatre owners have agreed to

take.



PRESIDENT ANNOUNCES NATIONAL AGREEMENT
BY MOVIE THEATRE OWNERS TO REQUIRE PHOTO IDENTIFICATION
FOR “R” RATED MOVIES
June 8, 1999

Today, the President joined leaders of the National Association of Theatre Owners in
announcing a new nationwide movie ratings enforcement and educational effort. The three-part
plan announced today includes: (1) a new national policy under which movie theatre owners will
require photo identification for young people seeking adniission to “R” rated films; (2) an
gducational outreach program for parents about the ratings system and the new [D-check policy;
and (3) support by the theatee owners for a national study on the causes of violence. The
National Association of Theatre Owners 15 a national trade association that represents 65% of the
molion piciure screens in the Untied States, with over 20,000 screens located in every state. The
President also reiterated his call on Congress to move quickly and pass common sense gun
legistation,

Requiring Photo ldentification for “R” Rated Movies

The movie rating systens, adopted by the Motion Picture Association of America in 1568,
can be a useful tool for parents, but only if 115 main restrictive rating -- “R” (for "Restricted:
Under 17 Requires Accompanying Parent or Adult Guardian™) - 13 offectively enforced.  Under
the policy annpunced today, the theatre owners’ association states that from now on, "all of its
members should require pholo identification at the box office of voung patrons not accompanied
by a parent or guardian seeking admission to “R7 rated films.”  The association also will ask
theatre owners to post notices reflecting the “R™ rated admussion policy. The announcement of
today’s new policy came afler 8 meeting otween President Clinton and the association’s
president, William Kartozion; its chairman, Barrie Lawson Loeks; and theatrs executives Greg
Dunn of Regal Cinemas and 1. Wayne Anderson of RAC Theatres Management.

The President challenged the theatre owners to strengthen enforcement of movie ratings
in his May 1§ radio address. Today he also repeated his challenge to the movie industry 1o
regvaluate its entire ratings systems, especially the PG-13 rating, to determine whether it 15
allowing too much gratuitous violence in movies approved for viewing by children, The
President has urged the entertainment industry to take other responsible steps, including calling
on the videogame, recording and movie industries not to market violence to children. Last week,
the President announced a joint study of entertainment industry markcting by the Federal Trade
Conunission and the Justice Department.

Reaching Out to Parents

The theatre owners also announced a national community education effort in conjunction
with parent and religious organizations, The educational outreach will work to develop
additional programs designed to enhance the ability of parents to make informed choices about
which movies are appropriate for their children, Ag part of the new policy, the theatre
association also called for a national study of youth violence. The President announced at the



G

White House Strategy Session on Children, Vielence, and Responsibility that the Surgeon
General would issue a report on youth violence next year,

Challenging the House te Pass Common Scnse Gun Legisiation

The President once again challenged the House of Representatives to pass common
sense gun legislation without ioopholas and without further delay. In May, the Senate
passed tough new provisions to close the gun show loophole, require child safety locks
with every new handgun s0ld, ban the importation of large capacity ammunition clips,
and prohibit violent juveniles from owning guns as aduits. The President called on the
House to strengthen -- not weaken - the Senate-passed bill, to include provisions to
raise the age of handgun pessession from 18 to 21 and require background checks for
explosives purchases. The President also reiterated his commitment to expose and
fight against any effort by the gun lobby to riddie the House bill with dangerous naw
loopholes and water down critical safety measures passed in the Senate,



s

Q& A ON NATIONAL
MOVIE RATINGS ENFORCEMENT
June 8§, 1998

Q: What did the President announce today?

A: The President announced the commitment of the National Association of Theatre Dwners
{NATO) to a movie ratings enforcement and educational campaign. The three-part plan
announced by NATO includes: (1} a new national policy under which movie theatre owners will
require photo identification for young people secking admission to “R” rated films; 2y an
education outreach program for parents about the ratings system and the new [D-check policy;
and {3} support by the theatre owners for a national study on the causes of violence, The
President also reiterated hus call on the Congress to move quickly and pass common sense gun
legislation.

Q: How does the “R” rating eurrently work?

A: The “R” rating means “Restricted.” The movie rating system currently requires that patrons
seeking admission to “R” rated films be seventeen yoars of age, or be accompanied by & parent or
guardian,

Q: What is NATO?

A: NATO is the National Association of Theatre Qwners, a national trade association that
represents 65 percent of the motion picture sereens in the United States, with over 20,000 screens
focated in all fifty staies,

Q: When has the President called for ratings to be enforced in the past?

A: The President has called for enforeing the movie ralings system several times in the past few
weeks, most notably on June 1 when he called for the joint Federal Trade Commission and
Department of Justice study on the extent to which the video game, nusic, and movie industries
market violence to children; on May 23 in his commencement address to Grambling State
University; and on May 15 in his radio address where he challenged the entertainment industry {o
do ifs part.

Q: Why don’t theatre owners card already?

A: The movie rating system is a voluntary system sponsored by NATO and the Motion Picture
Assoctation of America to provide parents with advance informaation on films, ¢nabling the



parent to make judgments on movies they want or do not want their children to see. While
individual theatre owners may have required photo identification for “R” rated movies in the
past, NATO has never before required it of all of its members.

Q: NATO only covers 65 percent of movie screens. What about the other 35 percent?

A: While receiving the commitment of NATO which represents 65 percent of theatre screens is
a good first step, the Administration challenges the remaining 35 percent to follow the lead of
NATO and require photo identification at the box office for young patrons not accompanied by a
parent or guardian seeking admission to “R” rated films.

Q: What other challenges has the President taken to protect our young people from media
violence?

A: The President has emphasized that all of us must work together and accept responsibility for
the safety of our children — in our schools and our communities. And that means there i1s more
for each of us to do at home and at school, in Hollywood and in the heartland and here in
Washington.

First and most fundamentally, the President has urged that we do more to help parents fulfill
their most important responsibilities -- those to their children. Challenging parents to turn off the
television or use the V-Chip to block tnappropriate programming; to use the new tools to keep an
eye on the computer screen; and to refuse to buy preducts that glorify violence.

The President also has called on the media and entertainment industries for their participation as
well. Studies indicate that there is an adverse impact on our culture and our children if there 1s
too much violence coming out of what they see and experience. So the President has

challenged the people who produce these things to consider the consequences of them — whether
it's a violent movie, a CD, a video game. First, the President has challenged the whole industry
to stop showing guns in any ads or previews children might see. Second, he challenged theatre
and video store owners to enforce more strictly the rating systems on the movies they show, rent,
and scll — a challenge that the theatre owners today have accepted. Thirdly, the President has
challenged the movie industry to reevaluate its entire ratings systems, especially the PG rating, to
determine whether it is allowing too much gratuitous violence in movies approved for viewing
by children. Finally, as noted earlier, the President has called on the FTC and the

Justice Department to study the marketing of violence to children.
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THEATRE QWNERS ANNOUNCE NATIONAL MOVYIE
RATINGS ENFORCEMENT AND EDUCATION CAMPAIGN

For Iromecite Refeam  Comact: B Kartoaim, NATC President
Washingtors D.C, huna_, 1999 (B8} 3063778

Today, the National Assoclation of Theate Owners (NATO) apnonnced 3 new, throe
part campalgn o entiance compliznoe with the Indistry’s voluntary movie rating system.
The campaign will include 2 national ID-check policy far admbBdion to “R” rated films, an
education cutreach effort w parents and conwmanity eganizations, and the industry’s
endorsement and ascistance with a national study of the causes of teen violence,

Wiiliam F. Kartozian, President of NATO, stated, “The motion plcture exhibition Induostry
participates In a voluntary movie rating systam so that pareats receive the Information they
need 1o ensire that children see films appropiiate for thelr age. For years we bave waorked
hard 10 educate Qur patrons about the fatings systam, and 10 encourage our members &
be vigiant In enforcement. For over 25 yeurs movie theatre owners have turnet awxy
millions of deflary In business by panicipating In this voluntary gystem. It & fimportant to
understand that the suovess of this voluntary system is 2 combination of efforts~the cfforts
not only of NATO's members but 2%50 parents snd the communtty working togsther
support this system and lsam more about how (o effectively use the ratings =5 a tool. We
are pleaseﬁ 10day, to reaffimm cbr commitment to the rating System and the pareats it

serves,”

The Nations! Assoclation of Theatre Owners & 3 natonal trade assochtion that represents
65% of the motioss pictures screens in the United States, with over 20,000 screens
located In every state in the urion. The detail of the m:amaalgn are atached o this
seatement.
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NATIONAL ASSOUATION OF THEATRE OWNERS
RATINGS ENFORCEMENT AND EDUCATION CAMPAIGN

The Watiana Assaciation of Thestre Owners announces a new, three-part CAMpPiEn

enhance compliance with the Industry’s voluntary movie mating system.  The new campalgn
~ will inciude 3 nationas [D-check policy for admission o “R” rated films, an education

outreach effort to parents and community orgaakatlons, and the Indistry’s endorsement
and assistancs with a rational study of the causes of weon viokenca. '

Purpose

The movie rating system & 3 voluntary system sponsored by the National Associarkon of
Theatre Owniers (NATO) and the Motion Pictire Assoctaion of America 1o provide
parents With advance Information on films, epabling the parant to make judgments on
movies they want o+ do not want thelr children o see.

Previpusly, NATO has undevraken a variety of programs designed to anhance compliance
whh the ratings system, Inctuding: weekly rating bulleting for retention at the box office o
that, pareats have access to the nformation; ratings updates and articles In the fndustry’s
wade magazine; brochures and posten for use by NATO members, and the publk; 3
ratings training video tape for members o use with thelr employees; and a new stide
presentation about the ratings system for Intheatre programoming.  The new, three-prong
campaizn i designed to complement these ongoing effons,

1. Nationaf ID-Check Policy

The movia raing system currently reguires that patrons seeking admission o *R” rated
fiims be severteen years of age, or be accompanied by a parent or guardln.

NATO reaffinns s cooperation with the paremss of Anverica 1o seek o Tnsure that
young people view age appropriaty movies. Al of its members should reguire photo
ientification at the box office of young patrons not secompanied by a parent or
guardian seeking admission to “R* roted films,
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NATO will encourage ail of Its members w post notices reflecting the “R”-ratad fiim
adhmission policy, and that photo idemtification wili be required for any young patron
not aocenpanied by 3 parant or meardisn,

2. Education Outreath Effort

NAYO has begun to comsult with the National Paremt Teacher Associstion (PTA) and
several refigious organkmions (name them if they agree) regirding the ratings System
and the new [Dvoheck policy. NATO will reach out 1o these groups, thie Motion
Pletane Association of America (MPAA), and any other interested organizations to
devetop additional educational programs designad to enhance the abifity of parenis &
make tnformed cholces about the mavies their children see.

3, Nat & Causes of Teen Violesce

eaklatlon on juvenile aime, Congress may require a study of the
causes of Teen vic&eme, Inctiiding the rote of the eatartalment Tndustry and many
other potentlal faaorns, to be conducted efther by federal agenciss or by a national
corormlssion. WATO endorses 3 nationat study of the causes of teen viclence. NATO
will also conduct its own study and provide any results o the approprate officials or
commission members. Again, NATO will reach oot to the MPAA, academicians,
parent and refigious organizations and others to generate information and seek sokitions
which may be belpful

Interented organkzations or individuak with questions sbour the NATO campaign
;&%3&% 0 NATO at 4608 Lankershim Bivd,, &a. 340, North Hollywood, CA
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THE WHITE HOUSE

OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON

Phone: {202) 456-2930
Fax:  (202) 456-6218
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Bubiest:  Youth Violongs Event

A A Forwarded by Richard Socarides/WHOGOR on 06417780 04010 PR

Y Lot RLAGT W 9

Record Typa:  Record

Tey Sea the distribution Hist at the bottom of this message

o Mickey harra/WHQIEQPE@EQR
Subjpot:  Youth Violence Event

Regarding lomorrow's POTUS event with the National Association of Theater Operators (where nATQ will
commit o votuntarily 10D kids trying to purchase tickets to R rated movies), you should consider reaching
out to the National Retail Federation {which represents video stores) and ask them voluntarily announce
new efforts 1o enforce the ratings for both movie and video game rentals. | had a number of conversations
with the Fedaration around the 6/1 FTC Marketing Violence event (when Jay Dunn was on travel}, and

they seem very receptive to working with us on this issue. If not tomorrow, such an announcemant with

the Federation (and Blockhuster/Hollywood/Independents) may be enough for the next youth violence
POTUS avent. PBS alse aired 8 program on this issue last night, using undercover camera 1o show how
aasy & was for underage youth to buy R Rated movie tickets and rent viclent videos. ]

Maszags Sent Te:

Fishard SovaridssWHOZOPGEOP
Karin KalimanrfOPLEQPEEDP '
Mary B, CahillWHOEQOPGEOR
Jackson T, DunnfWHOIEOPQEGE
Lomtis M. UselitWHOEOPREDP
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MEMORANDUM

Tot Tom Freedman, Richard Socarides

From: John Firhian

Date: June 7, 1999

Subject: INATO Announcement :

As you prepare for the possibility of 2 Whire House announcement efcmzwwmwzethemmngs
enforsement and educarion campaign, [ write 1o provide you with some information. Obvicusly, we
are excired abour the passibility of working with you and the President. ' We hope you can schedule

somethiog for romorrow, although we are vety aware of the President’s schedule demands.

Ifwummdomww,wemmmmmmwm&pm}%mdxm
cangressional leaders of both parties. We need to role this our tomorrow for seviral reasons. Fust,
informuanion regarding the possibility of a new thearre program has begnn to Jeak onr. Squ:ond the
House begins consideration of its uvenile crime legidation this week.

Eoclosed with this memorandum is she ﬁnddraftafwmmzmdmpmg&éesaqﬂm
Obviously, this is embargoed noil tomorraw. .

Possible participants for the event include the following:

s Mr. William F, Eartozian, President of the Natdonal Association of Theatre Owwm
Dranwville, Caltfornia. B;Hmﬂibcmvzhngwi}c woday.

e Ms. Barrie Lawson Locks, Chaioman of the Board of Directors, NATO), President and
CoOwner of Loeks-Srar Theatres. New York, New York, Locks-Star operztes h43 sereens
in Michigan.

»  Mr. Michael L. Carnpbell, Vice-Chairman of the Board of Directors, MATO, Regal
Cinemas. Knoxville, Tennessee. Regal operaves over 4,000 screens natiomvide,

s Mr. J. Wayne Anderson, R/C Theatres Management Cogaparyy. Rﬁsta‘mi Maryland.
» Johu Fithian, Washington Counsel, NATQ. Pariner, Patton Boggs, LLP.
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1f you dexide to go forwird with a White House soncuncement, | will provide you with futher
derails about our attendees.

For the announcement, we will have our statement and catnpaign descriprion, and blowneup visuals
of a drivers’ license and a mock up of a thearre box office poster regarding the ID heck policy. We
‘have researched stare ID policies and bave found that every state exocepr Massachusents off2rs either
a drvers’ license by age 17 or a stave photo identification card by age 17. (Massackuseurs curenzly
offers both a drivers’ license and an 1D card ooly ar age 18.)

Thank you for your interest in this program. I awaiz furcher directions from you.

Arachment

Co Bill Karrozian

LoD @ TG T gVIB SEF EOY IVH 28700 Be oven
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Further Notice

THEATRE OWNERS ANNOUNCE NATIONAL MOVIE
RATINGS ENFORCEMENT AND EDUCATION CAMPAIGN

For brmediate Release Contact: Bill Kavozian, NATO President
Washingtom, D.C., June 8, 1999 (818) 506-1778

Today, the Naional Associarion of Theatre Owners (NATO) announced 2 new,
three-part campaign to enhance compliance with the industry’s volunriry movie rating
systern. The campaign will include a national ID-check policy for admissiod to “R”
rated films, an education outreach effort to parents and cammnymganmmm, and

thjl industry’s endorsement and assistance with a national study of the z:auseis of teen
violence.

William F. Kartozian, President of NATO, stated, “The meotion picture exhibition
industry participates in a voluerary movie rating system so that parens recetve the
information they need to ensure that children see films appropriate for their age. We
have worked hard o educate our about the ratings system, and to erconrage
our members to be vigilant i mm For over 25 years movie s owTers
have turned away millions of dollars in business by participating in this voluntary
system. ¥t is important w understand that the success of this vohunmy sysiem s a
combination of efforts— the efforts not only of NATO's members, bur also parents
and the community workng togerher to support this system and leanss more about
how to effecrively use the ratings as a tool. We are pleased today to reaf.ﬁmwur
commitment 1o the rating system and the parents it serves.”

The Narional Associarion of Theatre Owsers is a national trade assomasz(}ri that
represents 65% of the motion picture screens in the United Srates, with over 20,000

screens located in every state in the union. ‘The details of the new campaign are
arrached to this starervent.
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THEATRE OWNERS
RATINGS ENFORCEMENT AND EDUCATION CAMPAIGN

The National Association of Theatre Owners announces a new, three-sar canpaign
1o enhance comphiance with the indusay’s voluntary movie rating system. The new
campaign will inchude a national ID- check policy for admission to “R” rated Hlms, an
education ourreach effort to parents and compmnity organizazions, and the industry’s
endorsement and assistance with a national study of the causes of teen violence.

Purpose

The movie raving system is a voluntary system sponsored by the Naticnal Association
of Theatre Owners (NATQ) and the Motion Picture Association of America to

provide parents with advance information on filts, enabling the parent to make
judgments on movies they waat or do not want their children to see. '

‘ PramuslyNATOhasundm&enametyof;}mgmmsdesx@cdwwbmm
compliance with the rating systezs, including; weelkly ratings bulletins farr&tmﬂonat
the box office so that parens have access to the information; mnngszzpda:q.g and
articles in the industry’s trade magazine; brochures and posters for use byN.&TO
members and the public; 2 ratings training videotape for members to use with their
employecsg dashde presentarion ahmzzrhemungsmfw in-thearre !

programuing. The new, three-prong campaign is designed to complement these
ongoing efforts.

‘The movie rating system currently requires that patrons seeking admlssm 0
“R” rated films be seventeen years of age, or be accompaniad by a prrent or
guardian.

NATO reaffinms its momenwhtheparmafﬁmnm to seek to ensure

that young people view age appropriate movies. All of its menbers should
rcqu:ie photo identification at the box office of young patrons not

accompanied by a parent of guardian seeking admission to “R.” rated films.
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NATO will encourage all of its members to post notices reflecting the f"&” :
rated filio admission policy, and to require photo identificarion for apy young
patron not accompanied by a parent or guardian.

2. Education Outreach Effort

NATO has begun to consult with the U.S. Catholic Conference, the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and national parent.
organizations ding the ratings system and the new ID-ched policy.
NATO will mﬁﬂ out to these groups, the Motion Picture Association of
Amenca (MPAA), and any other inrerested organizations to develop additdonal
educational programs desigued 1o enhance the ability of parents 1o make
informed choices about the movies their children see.

3. Nasional Study of

Ins the context of new legislation on juvenile crime, Congress may require a
study of the causes of teen violence, including the role of the enrertainment
industry and many other potennal factors, to be conducted either by federal
agencies or by a pational commission. NATO endorses a national safxdy of the
causes Of teen violence. NATOQ will also conduct its own study and provide
any results vo the appropriate officials or commission members. Agara, NATO
will reach out to the MPAA, academicians, parent groups, religious |
ESW and others to generate information and seek solutions yrhich may
P

Ioverested organizarons or individuals with questions abour the NATO
campaign should write to NATO at 4605 Lankershim Blvd,, Sre. 340, North
Hollywood, CA 91602
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nofty 8 18.% millien its opesang weelend, Dotk filma oggned #c. L at ths hox
Ef100 and cagt aboue & (6 millien o produce.

The dlrectors of these tsen Zilms acknowledge s debr to John sughes, who
afingd *#0s veen moviss with ¢lazai¢s like "Thae Breakxfasr Clun* and made
ingwald a generational lgcon. “Hughes is 11ke the Capys sfiqur generation, "
ays “Zrysl Intantions diredtor Roger Kumbile, 32, Bur the¥new films sre a long
ay frod £Ea LFRBSEshoe of Joho HugXBE"FOwles: thase ceanaga%s have more sex,
sxe mrore druge and ars a whmle lot aligkaz, fNeess wianaxspvmn, 27, who plays
he chaktz heartfhrobh in “Ormel In‘&nﬁzanﬁ.“ adwits she wa&;at fives Unessy
hout the maverial, which festures Litile nudity but some very vipe language.

T had ta» remind mygell that tiis i bases on o2 cliseid ﬁ'a“y ¢ whe payz. Bub
spe £€It the sexual mandpulationg of "Cniel Intensiong» reflacted current tesn
Afe.  *The greal thing abour this movie s thav it blows the lid off any
sterectyps of Xids' being gentle and dewure. Kide are hcrriblﬁ te madh other.

t 1% a very sexual <limats in high echool. This movie srows pagenss that this

in whirte your kids are af."

The movies are alps more casual about racial ang saxaaifﬂ&vaxniay, In “Crosl
tncentiona,* a vich girl+s ussmbadie suiter isntt poor, but biack. When her
patrizisn mother screams that ehe has taken the young man off the sreevs, the
#ilm vogks her prejudice.  “Bul I live an 88ch angd PBavk, he Bays, duabing an
address at tony 55 her own., Gy Chavacters, 3imilarly, a ra ne big deal, In
"Go, * Jay Mohr and Scott Welf (vParty of Pive ) play two traerds who Are
revealed, oifhandediy. to be loveras. ~When we {ested the movie, a lot of the
keds don't realize the CWo I0ap-opers ACLOLY Bre gay," &ayd one oé of 73
prodyeery, Chris Les. *I0 may be that they dpgt want to Ehink than aboul Sesbo
Wolf. " gy ths time the two ¢havactérs gtaxt biokazring like’z douple, says Lee,

the ide get at. They're "on the floor® with laughtsr. )

» ¥

: e

Yot of these movies ave rated R bhut ave héavaly agvaxtaﬁgﬁ G the W5, and
NIV, whers they are bound to atiract ap audience under 1T —vimerican Pie, "
whizh ig awash ia bodily fluids, had to Iodes severzl suenes 1ust to gat an K.
The zseumption is shat underage Xids can and will ser in, no problem. “Well,
1ot 8 Fopd my SEVICRORNIE, NG SvEtes that There s no way Lo make & Pa.13 Erim
thot will DEvs credibility wath teendgers. “1 go into mestings {with studic
sxecubivesl and they say, 'C8n you maks it like Caddyshaski?  Capn you make if
like  Past Times at Ridgemont Righ'? Thags are Hevated movisa. I casn‘t do a
PG.13 *Dangarous Lisisons' -- 15'S going to be fluff. 1 told them 7 won‘t do
audity in this movie bur 1 am going to talk sbout it a Iof so audiences can havs
a mental jmage of what these kids are up to.® i

MWihah may shock parssts mdst sboul the few movies is the absent2 of parantgz:]
¥here Jamsa DEsn's ¢ad was An ApTOL-WRETING ohisgt of rid culs in "Rebeal Wirhout
a Ciume,® the new parencs lack even that stature. It :hay gren‘t falliwvng dnte
hed wich thelr ason's friands -~ that would be *americap Pig¢d ~- agduits are
raraly in the plicoture. In “Cresl Intentions,® the two lesding characters spend
the whole summer without seeing thelr parsnts at all «- and serrainly don't miss

them. Whan told thaz "the parental unit® has called in, Sebastian auks his
stepsister, “How is your geid-figging whore of a mother enjoving Bali?® Karhryn
regponda: "Bng suspectz that vour impatent, aicobolis farnar is diddling the
%maid," ®umble gsyes chat the feenagers' bad behavior i1 mesany to be a reflsction
of theiv family pituazion. “Whan people sek, -%hy are these xide 30 screwed
ag'= I weli rhem, ‘Sello. Chair pavants are non there: . The pajrtern returns in
mcvze afeey movas.,  In 'Gu, " Sarah Polley's character gets involved in a drug

{
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By PETER ARPLEBOME

It was Smorday aight, movie night, is the
subutks, And the topic, anide frem Austin
Powers of "The Phamtom Mensce,”” was the
much ballyhosed crackdown pr keeping
viewers ungder 17 ot of R.rated fins,

W was & pew chapter io an old game.
Teen-apors from Lot Asgeles (o Lang 5
land yawned, groaned and collectively gave
their eiders a Poweresque ' 0h, behave.”

At Rousevell Field on Long Island, Bifly
Fumagalli, 16, of valiey Stream. waited

olitside the Loews sixplex, 1 go all the ime -

and have no trouble gelting I he said.
“This snforcement 35 stupid, We know

what's golng on, We've seen it all befora.

Mast of us have seep 2 int worse.”
Prodded by President Clinton, theater

owners perass the country anncunoed last

week that they would increase checks of

: photo identilication cards 16 enlorce the R

rating. Undor the movie industry’s velin-
tary rating system, those snder I7 are sup-
posed 10 be allowed o see Regied films
aniy when accompanied! By a parent of
guardian,

St for all che hoopla over the anrgpunce.
megt Insl weok many theatery already do
thesr best we enforees the rating. Bag inter-
views with dozens of feen-agors al movie
theaiers near Miami New York, i.os Ange-
tes and Dotrolt indicatad that they had linis
trouble getting around it In its snnounce
ment the Nationgl Association of ‘Fheater

Owniers referrad only to Yenhanced compli-
ance” of existing pohcies, complince that
can only be as girict a8 the hareied ticket
selier or usher wants it 15 be.

Bill Kartozinn, president of the theater
awners ssseoistion, said ke expected most
theaters o work on staff training and phase
i prhanced enforcement over the nex: 3%
59 days.

The RosseveR Field theater, thr example,
kag a reputation among een-agers for en
forcing the reputations more strictdy than
MOoSt theaters i the area. But Joseph Chol,
18, and risn Fang, 15, showad ap s Satur-
day 1o see Rerated “instnet,” figuring thet
Mr. Choi would buy the tickets for them and
for Brism Kim, 15, wsing & {ake idemtilica-

tine card. As i turned ou! so one
. asked 10 see identilioniion,
*They shenidsy be proaling vs”
- spid Mr. Fang, & student o1 Heericks
High Sehool who said he had recenily
sgen R-rated filmes Hike *“The Matriy”
ar “Crael Imtemiipns.” “1 just g0 for
. the enioyment al (he moevie.”

In a2 film business inevessingly

geared to Wen-pgers — who flock te
- popylar  Rerated  films lke

wSergam,” Uvarsity Blues " or “F
 ¥Knew Whal You Did Lamt Summer”

o @7 R rating is the besl endorse-
| ment & mravie cap have,

Teen-Agers See

"Minimal Impact

S0 He-year<id Daron Stalowsky,
©whe was leaning on hig skateboard
- with hils friend Je!f Wayne, 15, out-
T side the Century ity Shapping Plaza
' in West Los angeles, said most of the
- muyvies he wanted to see wude R
.y,

o "The ones that arew't are Disney
< movies,” he said disdalnfaily. i 2
- mavie Tooks oo, B resl atiinn mov-

e, it's probably raded R, Dke
_'Blade.

Iterviews n suburbes Miami and
C petroit followed & similar pattern,

convesing & sease thit in the porous

membrans of entertainment spticas
apan Ty een-pgers, even stepped-up
enforcement of the R pwlicy would
bave 5 misimal impact on shielding
youngsters from sbjsctionable lare,

At the Muvice Parsdise Cinemas
in Davie, ¥ia., northwast of Miami,
atmiast gl the ieen-agers swarming
argund the theater poked hoies in the
new policy. )

Haldon Greenburg said he snesked
i1 il the time, Kelly MeGuiikan said
ghe could see shmilar fare or the
some films on 1edevision, Jackie
Gansherg sud she couid remt the
sgme movie at Bleckbusier, s¢ what
was the big deal abaut keeping teen-
agers get of thesters?

“ go i R-rated movies all (he
time,’ said Ms Ginsherg, a nimh
grader, 1 Bave been asked for my
1D acouple of times, We say we lettit
2t home, and they tor us in. We've
sean pvery harror mavie that’s bees
out, ¥-rated might be inappropriate
for i or Il.earolis, bus we're
more sducated than they are”

Acrogs the sountry o few general
irations seem 1a hiokl. One is that the
wen-ager contempiabng o policy
Inds that the age requirement
shonid ke a 2 few years lower. . &
secamd is that nothing makes things
mare apticing 19 tees-ugers than a
dose of aduly disupproval.

"i ihink §# you put more restric
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tions on if, Rids will just want & go
even mare,” said Kristin Fingmore,
14, of Flera! Park. N.Y., who said she
fad seen goch Boeaied Hims as ' Cry-

Tl Iptentions™ and U Jawhvesker”

A third conclusron thil peithig
areand the rules regwres a htle
ingenuity, bt nnt i) that much.

Most get i by buving & Ligkal 18
ono movie and then slpping iato an-
ather, Some have semeone else, an
older friend or & parent, buy ihe
tickets for them. Others smmply
hrowbeat the thester empioyees.,

S0 when Julia Rem, 16, of Hicks.
villa, Long Island, wamed to see
sHatiowesn H" rot feng age, she
sitaply told the ypung usket taker, 1
want {6 see this movie, s0 get off my
hack,” and waltzed in.

‘It Is Just
Too Much Violence’

Aduits, for (e most part, appizud
ed the few restridiive minative.

Rich C. Weir, who took s [3year-
old daughier, Helds, decked ot i
shores, & bisck jackes, braces, and
Biue paint on her toeaalls, (o see
“austin  Powers: The Spy Who
Shagged Me” in Dearborn, Mich,
said he worried partiguiarly about
the viglence in many R-rated films.

“1 phink thet causes o lot of the
sohool ghootings,” he said, ' Itis et
too much violence,”

Even theater personne! cobonde
that enfgezement will he difficult,
espeeiatly ecause many of he ome
players are leen-agers supposed to
be monitanag Helr peers,

“ Mozt Kids ask other people ts buy
their tickets or they lie aboud their
185, said Raul Somarriba, ossist.
ant manager at Muin Street Cinema
in Miami Lakes. “We try 10 gnforce
e rule, tot iv's difficsl o enforce.”

Of course, wen-agers are hardly @
homageneous. group, and if i% and
iGvearglds find the upgraded en
forcament someting of an alfront
some younger viewers are not sl

that keen 10 see the R-rated films

amyway. .

A tot of ke Rerated movies Pm
not interested in,” sail Ld-veargld
Lydin Ross of Las Angelss, 188 oo
much violence and biood.”

But #vers e YOURRET GHOS seems &
listie baltled by the nohins that keep-
ing them oot of Hlms witl kave much
of an impact on theifr behavior,

“The peaple who po psyche when
they see the movies are 51l going to
gopsyeho,” sail Jenns Holizman, 14,
of Los Angeles, *1 think we've seen
mire huirar movies thag the over-
&ge parson, and we don't kil any-
one” .

The kilfings at Columbine High
Behool, which helped geneeate the
now [nitiative, shocked students so
miuch that seue, ke Jossica O Nedi,
15, & siudent ai Cooper Tity Bigh
School near Miami, said sl the new
restrictions at loast i theory made
SEH5E, v

But a5 she discussed the pobey
with her friend Amy Solomon, netb
ther seemed to 1hink it would huve 3
huge impact, :

&8 for sex.” Ms. Solomon spid,
Tyou can see i oon HED and stuff
Ang vistence? You see i on the
stroes™ .

-~

Accompanied by Parent (or I’ngeﬁﬁity)

Theaters Vow to Enforce Ratings; Teen-Agers Vow to Get In
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Practicality

Is Biggest Foe
OfID Plan
For R Movies

By BERNARD WEINRALB

HOLLYWOOD, June 14 ~ How are
theaters going te enforce the plnn ane
noinced iast week gt the White House 19
require ween-age raoviegoers o $how pho-
« ko Kientification at R-rated Hins?

: "The conclusian in Hully-

News Moo is gquite simple: The

Analysté ovgrwhelming number  of
them probabiy won't.

Willisen Karwgian, presi
dent of the Natonst Assceiation of Thea-
ter Owners, which represents propriesors
of about rwe-shirds of the movie sereens in
the nation, sakd that each theater would
deveiop s own propras 16 enforce the
rating systewm:, which has been largely
Houted by teen-ngers ander 17, But studm
distsibition exerytives said that the effort
faced twy major hardies.

One, of course, iy that teen-agers man-
age 10 see Horated flms by asking oider
friends o buy tickeis for them. or by
buying tickets for, say, & Disnsy family
filer and then gneaking into viewings at
mulitiplexes thas show R-rated (iims,

The other enforcement nurdls lles in the
econpancs of e theater busingss. Thea-
ters earn most of their prodits not from
mavies, but from concession sales of pop-
s, soft drinks and bt dogs. As much a3
80 vemts of every dollar spent i pure
profit (o the theaters, and managers reap
# pereentape of concessin sales a3 In-
come, '

Theater ownees hardly dissvade teen.
© apers from hanging out in Jubbies oll day

tc piey video games, which sre proliferat--

ing a1 rewer muitiplexes: buy food, and
ghde from thester tv theater. in this
atmasphers, iheater owners quite natu-
rally hire peaple o work &f concessions,
aol tn check on 1eenagers st individuat
SLTCENS.

Accordingly, Heliywood executives who
deal with theater owners daily said thae
the Whits Bouse amnesncemsni hy the
coumiry's largest theaters and President
Clinton was probably wn inelleciive way
to gurh the svailability of vielent fiims to
children.

*ft'3 unenforcesbie,” a top studio distri-
bhutipn executive ssid. Few executives

:

- would speak on the recprd because of
" the White House eale.

angiher siudip distribalion #deco-
bive, who worked for years af o latge
siieater chain, saigd simphyr lt's une
workable. I!'s impussibie fo police
uniless somebody 15 standing af the
fromt deor and checking itkets stubg
and 1P¥s — and that won's happen,”

Marvin Antenswsky, a veleran dis-
teibution executree for several stu
dies, said: IUs ppetious, Kids can
gat it o multiplex. They'l buy a
ticket to “Tarzan and zee “The Ma-
frix” Whe'll ssop them? You're Laik
ing sbout za honor system. Give me
g break”

The ralngs were set up by the
Moiion Picture Assaciation of Amer:
ica in 1968, 2 e of soclal snd
sexuz} wirmail, to replace the prad-
ish and archaic Hays Produgtion
Cade, which contrgiies the sexual
content of mavies for deendes. {Un-
der the cbde, generally, fiim bas
bands and wives did not glerp in the
sume derd) With the endorsement of
thexier owners, the board created
the ratings a5 & guideline for par
¢nts.

Over the vears the ratings evelved
intn Hve cofegories: (G, for peneral
sudiences, vsually carusons or films
for ymnal) chiidren: PG, meaning that
parental guidance is suggested and
sgme mntenizl may be unsuizahle for
childran, PG-13, mesning that par.
enis are strongly oaulionsd that
some miaterial may e inappropriste
for children under 13; B, for whith
yauths under 17 mast by accompa-
sigd by a parent er aduit guardian,
and NC-17, & relatively new rating,
unider which ne one undsr 17 is ad-
mitied,

¢Lazt week's annpuncement by the
President did not invoive B.ramgd
video rentals, which some stores
Treely muke 10 youihs under 37
Bome chaing require adalt applicants

far membership to respond w a ques-
tion abaut whether they want their
childres 1o be ahble to rent Rersted
ToVies.) .
The plan would reguire that a tick-
ot taker or somesne checking stubs
L seek ID's from those wn ling, which
would  bhe  tie-conseming.  Even
mere GAUNLng th ownars, sspecially
with the proliferstion of multiplexes
with 14, {8 ar 13 thediers under one
rool, theater employees would proba.
Wiy have to stand cuiside screens
(shewing Reraied movies 10 insure
ghat o one under 17 slipped in
Aty pareni with a teen-ager kRows
tthat i erms of drinking, smioking
cand movies, where there's p will

Theater checking
may work better in
smaller towns than
large cities,

| there's usualiy 2 way. Even today,

yoitths under 17 stand in line ar 5
thedter, and ask an older friend or n
stranger, 1@ boy @ licker 1o, say, “The
Mairix,U which is especialiy popular
8uw among the teen-age crowd. Or &
tzen-ager may purchpse o ticket for
B PGS Him oand slip ool in the
midile 0 an adjoining thester to see
the R-rated movie

“it's like Prehivition, forbidden
frait” & studic chairmin  saig,
“Whengver you set up rules {oy teen-
agers, you're inviting thes 1o find a
way around them

By ali accounts, the plan for rat-
ings system gaforcement wiil probas.
bly prove muore effective i soafler
tPWRE than th larger cutivg ike New
Yeork, Lok Angeles and Chivago. Mike
Patrick, shairman of Carmike Sune-
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mas, a Columbus, a.based chamn
with about 2,900 scroens in smalisr
wities, or what he called “Hometown,
UBA” sail that it would be ox.
tremely dillicui, bur 5ot impossible,
o epforee FeSIrIctions on teen. apers,

“The problem is when you have an
-yearold who buys four rigkets,
and three of them g0 to his 16-year-
aid frend,” Mr. Patrick smd, "o

- have to podice the sudiiorium as wel

a3 the selfing of tickels {3 i rezhs
tic? Iv's exiremely hard (o 49"

But My, Patrick ssid be would im-
pose some unususl restriclions on
the cmning 3tanley Kubrick film
“Eves Wide Shut,” an R-rated movie
with Tom Cruise and Nicole Kidman
that has strong sexus] sontent, The
film opens in July,

Mr. Pairick said he wosid place
sameone al the door of the eater
showing the file: 1o bar anyone ader
17 {rom sesing I unless accomps-
nied by & parent or a guardian adult

“it's expensive and a ot of troubile
and B irritates een-agers, Hut it ¢oan
b done,” Mr. Patrick said.

But that pian seems (¢ be an o
ceptingt. Mr. Kartozian himsed said
that the raling system was maant 1o
advise parents, s that the monk
soring of what movies young peaple
see rests @ their hantds bs wedl as
thate of thealer owners, “This is a
shared responsibitity.” he suid,

One  studin  distribution  chisf
sumrmiee &p the mood of many other
distributityn exgoutives. "The dirty
hitie secret of the distribution busi-
ags is that with 15, 3 24 plexey ks
show up aed buy tickats for a PGA13
movie and see the ane that's &
Tated,” he said,

e staff ¢ al the coacession
stand and the teker oflive, rot the
theater door. Kids will see whatever
they wan to sea”
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The Outlook

1t’s Not the Economy,
Stupid or Otherwise

ﬁ F CLEMEON, 5.C.
Whatever the styange and combusti
mie fust thal is powering Sen. John
 MoCain's insurgent candidacy, ero
| nomies has httie to dy with i
His message 15 @ mix of autehlography.
'antiestablishment rant, and & seamingty
sipcere desive 1o be a president “'who ¢an
" inspire yeung people 1o commmit themselves
to causes gregisr an their own seibinter
o5t {3 2COROMMICS, Te says: CAmeried hay
never yeon defined soiply by sur lemding
econmnie ndivators”

Bt a5 the MeCain candidagy maves from
improbabifity o possibility, McConouies
descryes some seruting, it's @ complicaled
ang sometimes confusing meal, epeked p
primarify i the mind and experiences of the

alr, MeCatn may be shuky on macro-
cronomigs, hut e B puassiondie on
ntcroeconemics. The recent criticisms
thut he is strong on foreign pelicy and
weak on damestic puiicy lgnere his
energeiic term 95 vhaiviean of the Sen-
atr Commerce Camittes. *“I've hesn
heavily involved in the mest importani
parts of this econgmey,” he atgues.
fndeed, Sir. Meliain iz at bis most ani-
mated when fadking, net about foreign pol-
iy, but about the Intornet, Hecompares it
“some combination of the printing press sl
ahe Ifusirial Revolution,” and says &
gl the “gruatest oroe for good that coudd
ever happen'” bt alse earries greal poten
tial "“for evil and hiaray 1t depends on how i
% guided.” Ty encotrape the Ialernet’s
development. e atvorates the equivalent of
an mdusteiad poticy — &lihough he doesnt
call it that ~ instuding a permanest moraiy:
vium on sollecting Web sales Jaxes and
increased funding 1of basic RE&D.

o helioves fervenily in competition and
the power of markels, but kpows that compe:
tition isn't slways 4 state of nature. He 5668
a ctear rale for an activist governamend, and

candidate himself. Unlike George W, Bush, harks hack to the trustbusting policies of his
who Incked up the GOP economics establish- oft.cited role mode), President Theodore
mont early, Sen. MeCalp doesn’t have uh Rposevell, ““The only thing worse thanregy-
army of sages he consulis on the subject LS sation. ke savs, VIS afi ynregulated mopoy

principal adviser is former Pederal Reserve iy
cecmlomist Kevin Hassell, to whots be 1855 what would 1haf mean in praciice? For
infrequently, ang wiinh whom Re diSngrecs glarters, he's veopen the W38 law iy
an it least one centeal issue, My, Hassett derepulated the tslecommanications induy
recently cashed in some of his avademie try, and write i in 4 Way that would “create
credislity o co-wrife a populir ook W competition, give consumers a detier deal
ing thai the Dow Jores Industriad AMETOEE and cut out all the speciil breaks that wers
could vesch 26000 In the next [ew years, M1, pi¢ in there for the special interests, includ-
MeCain, worried thet the average may 4 iag the cable companies.”
reagdy reflect & bubble, says dhunthy "Thal He'd alse pursue & vigerous pulicy of
is mat & viow We shase” reviewing moryers. He eriticlzed the
The centerpiece of his econemis pat- Rush administration for allowing some
furm is a tax plas distinguished by what striine mergers. And he'sworried about

it deesn't do: eit the top Mmarging ax
raje. That has been GOP orthodoxy
gipre supply-siders togk pver the panly
in 1878 Bur Mr. McCaly says that
grthodexy was “eorrect for those eto-
numic hues™ bt pot for [oday's.

onsolidation i {eheommundcationg
ard the medla. On the key antifeust
Issue of onr thmes. owever, e iakes 2
pass: “I've not been able to come W &
canclusion an Microsoft.”

The mast intevesting economic innova-|

“Now we Nave 2 surpliS, QR SCONOIRY tion In a McDain White House might well be
WAUS fummnin’ zitng in g way we've ool e uce of the Oval Office as a ¥ind
srpiienced in Mslory,” Be SiES I A0 of public woodshed for wayward corporats
imierview, “And ir all those Bad yeats wWe executives. He laiks of calling inthe nation's
incurred obhgaiions — the Socisl Seourlly branceastars o8 saving you are the puys
trust S, Medicare and the rstional dets” who got 10 b’;]i}(}[} of frop Speﬂzrﬂfﬂ - pie ot
Beire: 1o shore up Social Security and Medi- the preatest ripoffs since the Teapot Dome
are, pay down the debl. and give 8 1aX geandal,” and then urging them to develop 3
hreak 1o middledncome Ameos, he ur qniform gysiem for Tating television pro-
2iS, thian i give ax cult o thy nuation’y grams, He S8y hed also call in Besds of
Ukl PHRICTOUS. pharmacestical companies o say hal

When progsed furdher, Mro Melain's
comnmoats show malroecunGies W't hig
elreng soit, I the econemy ool o dawe
turm,” e suys, “woukd e the abeohile st
iy dine saving, Ol marginid Gy eates, el
cupital gaing, fet's stimulate invesiment in
e econemny.’ " That gels (he economics
bagkwards, Neither cutiing (e lop lax rale
soy cuthing capizhgaing tENeS B qven by

P most poonomIsts 33 an antidote for recey

* gion, The argumen for U muasees i
that they incresse invesiment and expand
the eapocity of the economy over the lomnger
ran, Middle-class tax culs, which are mere
fikely o stmulate spepding, are the wsis
proseription for an unexpecied shamp,

“ewe'yve got senlors out there whe oen'ti

afforg thele drugs, and we've got o work cul
some way” {0 heip them
Whother he'lt aver get @ chanoe iy gyer
cise his unique yrand of conservalive activ
ism is now ip the hands of GOF primary
voters in South Carolioa, who vole on Satur-
day, und in Michigan, who vote the following
-“Tuesday, They v nnexpectedly become ¢ri-
icat players in s year's most imereshing
politieal druma.
~B1A% MUERaY
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f?wmess and Fmanee

ORI INFENDS (o enter . bidgding

war against GM for Daewos, GM
set off the aaction in December when it
offered sbout §6 bilifon for most of the
assets of the tnsolvent South Barean
auto compnny. DaimlerChrysler also
iswiid to be considering jumping in.
The winner will have the potential to
be the world's biggest auto maker.

(Articie in Coturmn o)
»

P *

The Dow Jones ipdnstrials slid
218.42 prints, or 2.65% Friday. mark-
ing 3 correction % ihe bive chips are
down more than 189 from their Jag, i4
kigh. The Nasdag pulied back Friday,
bt sl ended the week un 1.67%.

Lasticie on Page Th
T B

Rupert Muardoch |8 planniay g ma-
for restructuring of Rews Corp. that
would conselidats all of the company's
giohal satellite operations and Invest
menis inlo 3 pew public company, peo-
pie familinr with the plang said.

fArtCH ne Fape ALY
E 4 * k3

Computer sleaths art {adersl i
vestigaiors searching for the culprits
hebirst st week's backer attpeks
nave oblained evidense thatl points o
ai least twg potentisl suspecis

tArtlE on Page A%
- »* -

£

Retall sales slowed in January
from December. Economists hamed |

winter storms and said the slowdown
doesn't signal 4 weakening economy.

fArticle gn Prage A
u L3 "

Dceidental Petroleum is expected
o Buy Altura Eaergy, 4 U.S, oll-explo-
ration joint venture of BP Amuco and
Shell 44, for about $3.5 billion.

{ArIKEe on Page A2
E I T

ACL Iz backing away from iz ;

pronsise 16 open Tine Warner's cable
retwirks to is Intarnet vivais,

{aetivie m Poger B
- E 3

Bquity Gffice Properties agreed o
soquive Cornersioae Properties for
3264 Billlon Incash and stock and the
assumption of §1.8 billlon in deht,

World Wide

PR AND MCEAIN LOOKED for an
sdyre {0 thpic thuhe Seurh {urnitna tiade,
With peizs showing @ dend meal as Satur
duv's cantost noges, (he Tesas guvernor
Uliars 1z b Adeping Rus eival's accessibles
polepter New  Ham nsh;m playhagk, The
:s Troabil sonator, meamwhils, ks i wass
1o court independents antd Demecrals, who
can vite i the GOP primary, Towied that
pnd, MeCiin Friday vowed not to air any
nogative wds, They face off in a televsed
debute wmarrow, {Artcle on Page Adh
The Reforim Party dissoleed nto dise
array as Gov. Vendure qiiit, the chuir-
e nns ousten gl Triomp decided not
{o i pmadcui orer parf:; disnniin,
k.3
Af a2 iJ R, Jeth ut*r» wire funnd o
have Bregufsrities with thelr Borizonial
staliliger juekeerows, the part sespeeted in
hw Afnaki Alr grash, a Dave beon ol
vuriiy grauntied, Inspretions of nhont 1080
phtfies, grdered alier the devion Wi rocov
crol Tust Wk, mf i«zi} fintghnd by Luday,

5 News—

U ingenesic's president rempved od-mik
sqpy pltief Wirsmo from 1he cabinet, revers
iz o Becision made andy houcs catlier o fet
hunrstay in the pest iemporarily, local medin
said, Wanht's back-srd-figth moves came
aflar o de<duy Za?elgrz trip curing which falk
of 1he possibility of @ toap swepl Jakarta.
» * k3
Kritain and Ireland wert urged by a toy
Northern Irotand Catiinlic leader o rule on
& new TRA dissrmament proposal after Lon-
don Friday suspenued bomerale govern-
ineit in the proviree o pravent a collapse of
the peace process. The guerrzllas reporicily
have aifered o put weapons “beyond use.”

" - »*

HATD {roops in Knsovo kKilled an ethnic
Abanian sniper and wounded two others
after 2 weekent of ethnie violence in Milro-
yvica in which twe French spidiers were hurt,
Separaiely, a cyanide spififroma Romanian
goid mine reached Serbin after Ritling mest
He in [he Tisa Rlver a I}zmzbe iribuzary.

fsrael asd zbe ?akeszinians missed 3
deadiine for o fmmework permanent peace
ireaty. Israst expressed hope one could bej
erafied in siX weeks, Meanwhile, 2 top gide
says Barak is commitled te a Jeliy pulion

Rissiult #lORt608! atathorities ek upme
catinng feam 15 eamlidntes for presidontind
‘eieﬁzfm& Muareh 75, Putin feads, but @ 3%
“rise in goveroment vodka orices iy el
Meanwhile, the Washingion Post says Bun
sia wants 1o atop corsverting mitipry renve
1ors {6 civilian use 2nd closs then isstead.

xoscow secuted da apresiment Pridey
wilh the Landon Chub o ressheduie reacly
$37 billian in Sovierera delbt. The daal
normelizes relations with creditors for the

first tirpe since 1349, (&rur*le on I”age AtT]
*

The ULS, and the IMI* re»:wtvd to atlega-
tions that Ukraine miy have misused inter
national loans by considering strict condi-
tions on future lending 1o Kiev. Ukraine is
now Hegoaling to free up $1.6 billion of &
£2.6 billion package. tArticle on Fage AtS

Britaln sezzt back ia afgbanis{an Téof the
142 people who came o Loandon aboardl o
comanideered jof st week in whal may
Bave been o hilacking ar Bl s mass bid for §
asylum, Embarrassed aothorities had said
parlier anty 37 had valmzemﬁ iy g0 home, |
< i
Gene-therapy mm zwi( 2 tresh piow |
hen the FDA sald B was checking possisle

st Lebanon despile escalaling violende sontamination in 2 frist. A 8L Jude's scien-
Ythat Bas kiiteg Sé?éa s&iézers in two weeks. g snid the g;w%; et may simply be faises

¥5E izweaiaﬂés ieﬁ by “the idrgest’
amaunt in o decads during the fourth
guarter and are now tikely draining
even {asier, the IBA regorted.
{Ariicie on Page A3}
» #* *

+ ‘I'he White Heuse moved to impose .
st teriffs on some steel imports, in
A bid to protect about 5,000 1.8, jobs,

Lartice on Page AJ6;
L * *

Petsmatt is expected to announce
i an aggressive marketing strategy fol-
lowing Pets.com's disappeinting IPO.

tAriicle en Page Bé)
& o«

NaiWest's board recommended
Raoyal Bank of Scotland’s $33.79 billion
takeover bid, The level of aceeptances
for the offer is expecied {0 easily ex-

' cead the 56% needed o take conigol,

fArIR i on Pa;:e A9
*

Ablib! agreed fo buv Donahug for

4 hiition in cash and stock fo Create

the world's biggest newsprini maker.
tArttie on Peoe &30}

4

»
AT&T's consumerunil president,
H. Buyene LocRhart, is leaving the
firm {0 join an Internet start-up.

{Articie on Page R}
- # -

The FCCisset oapprove rules that

i

nGsitive b mzz is. éﬁrziciﬁ on Pige BO

E.3

The top LN, afzz z}ffk:iai nirdgaind
ne retieved of Bis dutles. Diplomat siv he
found it difficnll o work under sanctions
that have crigpled the feagl soonomy. Th
stanne aroused (1.5, and Britigh oilicism,

3 £ 3 *

Zitsbabweans voted in & referendwn ot
capstimtions! changes i boast Magabe's
power and allow seizare of land owned by
white descendants of British setters. An
apposition lepder was arrested at one poll.

- * »
Y Space shutfle Endeavour blasted off Fri-
day on an 1i-day fight o build a 3D map of
the Earth, On Saturdsy, a Russian rocket
loTted an Indonesian satellite inte orbit alter
Kazakstan Iet launches of Protons resume,
* * »

Died: Charles M. Schuly, 77, creator of
the “Peanusts” comic steip, Saturday, 16
Sanga Rosn, Culil,, alter bailling eolon can-
ver, , .. Tom Landry, 75, lengtime Dalizs
Cowbeys coach., Safurday. s Bving, Texas,
of imkewmia. . . . Roger Vadlm, 72 French
i diregior farz*ed for romances with bis
leading lagies. Friday, in Parls, of cancer,

wonid facilitate efforts by cell-phans

firms o et customers bill callers.
iAFHCiE 08 Pagr BE)
- ] *
!mLEts-"
Efoeks: NYSE vol 1L0Z0.243.5%0 shares,

Nasdug ved 168,280,287, Dow Junes indus-

trials 1042521, off 218,42 Iranspertation
243613, off 39.14; ufitities 395.97, off 2.12.
Bonds: Lehman Brothers Treasury index
8104.35, up 18.96.
Commodities: 0l $29.43 a barret, un-
chanped. Dow Jones-AIG futures index

93,797, off 0.519; DJ spot index 120,11, up

0.37.
Doliar: 108,82 yen, off 0.3 1.6135 puThs,
Gff 0.80%8: 1.9822 marks. off §.0637,
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THEATRE OWNERS ANNOUNCE NATIONAL MOVIE
RATINGS ENFORCEMENT AND EDUCATION CAMPAIGN

For lrmmadiate Release Comect: Bill Kaviozian, NATO Prosidont
Washington, D.C, June 8, 1999 (818) 506-1778

Today, the Nauonal Association of Theatre Owners (NATO) announced a new,
three-part campaign to enhance compliance with the industry’s vohuntary movie rating
system. The campaign will include a national ID-check policy for adrmussion to “R”
rated films, an education outreach effort to parents and community organizations, and

the industry’s endorsement and assistance with a natwnal study of the causes of teen
violence.

William F, Kartozian, President of NATO, szawd, “The motion picture exhibition
industry participates in a voluntary movie rating system so that parents receive the
information they need to ensure that children see films appropriate for their age. We
have worked hard to educate our patrons about the ratings system, and to encourage
our members to be vigilant in enforcement. For over 25 years movie theatre owners
have turned away mithons of dollars in business by participating in this voluntary
system. Tt is Important to understand that the success of this voluntary system is a
combination of efforts-—the efforts not only of NAT(’s members, but also parents
and the community working together to support this system and learn more abour
how to effectively use the ratings as a tool. We are pleased today to reaffirm our
commutment to the raung system and the parents it serves.”

The National Association of Theatre Owners is 2 national trade association that
represents 65% of the motion picture screens in the United States, with over 20,000

screens located in every state in the union. The details of the new campaign are
attached to this statement,



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THEATRE OWNERS
RATINGS ENFORCEMENT AND EDUCATION CAMPAIGN

The National Association of Theatre Owners announces a new, three-part campaign
to enhance compliance with the indusuy’s voluntary movie rating system. The new
campaign will include 2 national ID- check policy for admission to “R” rated films, an
education outreach effort to parents and community organizations, and the industry’s
endorsement and assistance with a national study of the causes of teen violence.

Purpose

The movie rating system is a voluntary system sponsored by the National Association
of Theatre Owners INATO) and the Motion Picture Association of America to
provide parents with advance information on films, enabling the parent to make
judgments on movies they want or do not want their children to see.

Previously, NATO has undertaken a variety of programs designed to enhance
compliance with the rating system, including: weekly ratings bulletins for retention at
the box office so that parents have access to the information; raungs updates and
articles in the industry’s trade magazine; brochures and posters for use by NATO
members and the public; a ratings training videotape for members 1o use with their
employees; and a slide presentation about the ratings system for in-theatre
programming. The new, three-prong campaign is designed to complement these
ongoing efforts.

The movie rating system currently requires thar patrons seeking admission to

“R” rated films be seventeen years of age, or be accompanied by a parent or
guardian,

NATO reaffirms its cooperation with the parents of America to seek to ensure
that young people view age appropriate movies. All of its members should
require photo identification at the box office of young patrons not
accompanied by a parent of guardian seeking admission 1o “R” rated films.



NATO will encourage all of its members to post notices reflecting the “R”
rated film admission policy, and 1o require photo identification for any young
patron not accompanied by a parent or guardian,

2. Education Outreach Effort

NATO has begun to consult with the U.S. Catholic Conference, the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the US A and national parent
organizations regarding the ratings system and the new ID-check policy.
NATQO will reach out to these groups, the Motion Picture Association of
America (MPAA), and any other interested organizations to develop additional
educational programs designed to enhance the ability of parents to make
informed choices about the movies their children see.

3. National Study of the Causes of Teen Violence

In the context of new legislation on uvenile crime, Congress may require a
study of the causes of teen violence, including the role of the entertainment
industry and many other potential factors, 10 be conducted either by federal
agencies or by a national commission. NATO endorses a national study of the
causes of teen violence. NATO will also conduct its own study and provide .
any results to the appropriate officials or commission members. Again, NATO
will reach out to the MPAA, academicians, parent groups, religious
organizations and others to generate information and seek solutions which may

be helpful.

Interested organizations or individuals with questions about the NATO

campaign should write to NATO ar 4605 Lankershim Blvd., Ste, 340, North
Hollywood, CA 91602
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MINIMUM AGE TO OBTAIN
DRIVER’S LICENSES OR NON-DRIVER IDENTIFICATION CARDS

STATE-BY-STATE
STATE MINIMUM AGE MINIMUM AGE
TO OBTAIN TO OBTAIN NON-
DRIVER’S DRIVER'S 1D
LICENSE CARD
Alsbama 16 years old No Age Lut
Alaska 16 years old Mo Age Limnt
Arzzona £6 years old No Age Limit
Arkansas 16 years old 14 years old
California 16 years old No Age Linmt
Colorado 16 vears ald No Age Limit
Connecticut 16 years old No Age Limz
Dictaware 16 years, 10 months No Age Lumit
Flonda 18 years old 12 years old
Georgra 18 vears old No Age Linut
Hawan 15 years old No Apge Limit
idaho 17 years old No Age Limn
Thnots 16 years old Mo Aze Limar
Indiana 18 years old No Age Limn
lowa 17 years old No Age Limit
Kansas 16 years old No Age Lemit
Kentucky 16 years old No Age Lt
Louistana 17 years old No Age Limat
Maine 16 vears old No Age Lim#t
Marvland 17 years old No Age Limit
Massachusetts 18 years old 18 years old
Michigan 17 years old No Age Limit
Minnesota 17 years old No Age Lirmt
Mississippl 16 years old 13 years old, blind or
physically disabled
Montana 15 years old No Age Lumit




STATE MINIMUM AGE MINIMUM AGE
TO OBTAIN TO OBTAIN NON-
DRIVER’S DRIVER’S ID
LICENSE CARD
Missouri 16 years old No Ape Limit
Nebraska 17 years old No Age Limit
Nevada 16 years old 10 years old
New Hampshire 18 years old 16 years old
New Jersey 18 years old 17 years old
New Mexico 15 years old currently | 13 years old currently
16 {as of 1/1/2000) | No Age Limit (as of
4/1/99)
New York 16 years old No Age Limit
North Carolina 16 years old No Age Limit
North Dakota 16 years old No Age Limit
Ohio 17 years old No Age Limit
Oklahoma 16 years old No Age Limit
QOregon 16 years old No Age Limit
Pennsylvanta 16 years old 16 years old
Rhode Island 16 years old No Ape Limit
South Carolina 16 years old 10 years old
South Dakota 16 years old No Age Limit
Tennessee 16 years old No Age Limit
Texas 16 years old No Age Limit
Utah 16 years old No Age Limit
Vermont 16 years old No Ape Limit
Virginia 16 years old No Ape Limit
Washington 16 years old No Ape Limit
Washinpton, D.C. 16 years old 15 years old
West Virpinia 16 years old No Age Limn
Wisconsin 16 years old No Age Limit
Wyoming 16 years old No Age Limit




