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TALKING WITH KIDS ABOUT LITTLETON SURVEY

PRINCETON SURVEY RESEARCH ASSOCIATES for
THE KAISER FAMILY FOUNDATION

FINAL TCPLINE RESULTS
May 27, 1995

N= 604 parents of childreg in grades K-12
Margin of error: plus or minus 5 percentage points
Square root of design effect: 1.16

Field Period: May 14-24, 199¢9

NOTE: Some results will not add to 106% beczuse of rounding.

L. Recently there has been a lot of discussion about what should be done to reduce
Yyouth violence. How often, if ever, do you think parents should be held
rasponsible for violent behavier by their children?

15
45
25

WU

1~

Always

In most cases

Only in some cases
Never

Daon't know

To help reduce youth vialence, how impartant do you think it is t¢ do more to

limit the violence that children are exposed to on TV, in movies, video games, |
f\ and other entertainment media?

-y O
w— Do 0y

Very important
Somewhat important
Not 100 important
Not ar all important
Don't know

WNOTE:

Unless otherwise indicated, all trends are from a Princeton Survey !

for the Henry J. Kziser Femaily Fourdation, 10-18 Qcteber, 1998,

|
{ Research Associates poll of parents with children ages 18 and under, conducted
!
i
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Do you think the government sheoid get involved iy doing Tore to limir vielsrce
in ervertainment media, or do vou think this shouid be Jeft up w parents and the

medic industy nself?

A

37 Govermuent should get invalved
ﬁ 43 Betier left up 10 parents/media industry
g Net ynporrant 1o Himitmedia viclence
5 Don't know

4. In genecal, how much do think viclence In TV, movies, video games and other
enyrainmen? medis has influenced tie way your ovm childeen think and behave?
Do you think viclenes in extortainment medis has had 8 Tot of influsnce, some

influence, only 2 lirde, or nong?

. 17 Alot

7\ 2 Some
34 Only 2 linde

iR Nape

P Don't know

s. Are your children aware of the recent viclence at Columbine High Schoo) in
Litleton, Colorade™
Current 10798
82 Yes &0
7 No 3%
! Daon't know i

! Trend question asked “Are your children awars of the Cliston/ eurinsky scundat?™
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&, As far a8 you Know, whers did vour children first hear about the violence at .
i PP g N k=
Cohumnbine High? Was it from ... ;

Based on those whose children are oware of the violence in Litleton/n=533

(uTTEnt 10498
4% Televison px! .
i Néwvspapers 3
) {Orher media . 5
7( 1 The Interner : i
4 Their Hiends ‘ 2
20 A teacher or someone alge 1t school 5 !
21 You or their other parent 9 :
«*  Other (VOL) 1 ;
{

3 PBon’t kpow

[Sap—

7. Have you had any conversations with any of your children a5 2 resalt of news
stories abolit what happened at Columbine High™
Curmng 10798
78 Yes . 45
12 No ¢ 14
7 Child not aware 3
1 Don't know 1 _ ,
L
§.  Which ONE of the following statements bes: describes your own feelings about

having these conversations? ,
Based an thosg whe have had conversations with their children/n=377

92 Qverall, I felt is was good for me and roy children 1o bave these
conversations ‘
? Overall, it was a negarive experience and [ wish these conversanons had
never heppaned
1 Don'’t know

*fread guastion agked “To the best of yewr knowledae, did vour ¢hiidren FIRST higar about the

Cliaven Lawimky xcandal Tom.. "

P AR esmerisk indliomas values less thea 5%, :
* Trend guestian ssked “Havr you bad any converseiions with any of youp children AR A RESULT of news
cavins abme Clinpon end Lewiftisky™
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Sorme parents tell us they feltunprepared 10 talk with their children shout whas
huppered at Columbing High because pun viotence in schools was not much of an
issue when they were schoolchildren, Did YOL personally feel unprepared to
talk with your children ahout this subject, or not?

Rased on thase who have had conversatinnt with their children/n=477

23 Yes
75 No
H Dont know

10/13. In what grades are the children with whom you've had conversations as a result of

G

what bappened a1 Columbine High?
Bused on those whoe have had conversations with their children/n=477

Crrade lewcls of ail ckildren wiked with
42 Lrrades 8 through 12
::9”” “rades &1
" Cirades kindergarten through 3

Grade lovel of oldest child wlked with
42 Grades 9 through 12
41 Grades4d thyough 8
17 rede kindergarten Cuough 3

11714, Are the children you tatked with boys, girls, or both boys and girds?

G8-Ba-99

Based on those who have hed conversations with their children/n=¥77

33 Bays
32 Girls
33 Botk boys and girls
- Dont know
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2rE8. Do the children you talked with go 10 2 public sthool OR dothey oo to 2

paroshial or pnvate schoel?

Based on those who have had conversations with thety childran/n=477

28 Public schoal
2 Parochial o private school
3 Somes in public schopl, some in parochial/private school
2 Home schooled {VOL.)
9 Daontknow

The FIRST time you had a conversation with anz of your ehildren a5 a result of
the news sbout Colunbine Hiph, did it start becsuse of someshing YOUR CHILD
asked or said, or 4id YOU bring up the subject yourself#

Rased on those who have hod conversations with their vhitdreninad 1?7

et 10/9%
38 Child &2
48 Self 30
14 Don’tknow X

What is the MAIN cffect the news about Colurbing High has had on your
children? Are your childeea. .

Bazed on those who have had conversations with their childrenfowd 77

. 18798
22 Disturbed or upset by it 23
38 Awnre bt not roubled by it 23
13 Confused by it g
2 fgnoring it 2%
4 Othay muin offact (VOL)
L Dron't knevw 2 ’

* Trend question asked “The FIRST tims you had such n conversation with ane of your childeen, did it sian
bectuie of semsthing YOUR CHILD xsked or suid, or did YOU Dring up the sabject yourge 7
¢ Treng questiop asked “Whnat is the MAIN effect the news about Clinton and Lewinsicy has had on your

childran?
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15, Did uny of your children sver 121l you they wers worried that the kind of violence

taar Happened st Columbine High could happen in their own schoal?

Based on those who have had conversations with their children/ns477

&1 Yes
58 No
1 Yiow't know

1%, How difficult was it1o put your child & ease about the threat of violence in their
own school? Was .,

Based on those whase children expressed sorryp/n=} 98

19 Very difficaly

318 Somewhat difficeh

29 Notwo difficelr

12 Not at all &iffisult
a2 Pon't know
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Thers are many different things that parems and thildrer: might have talked abous

as nresult of the nwws sbout Columbine High, iYicase 12l me which of the
YO ave had with vour children since

fellowing Kinds of conversations, if any,
you first heard the news,

As a result of the news shom Ceolumbine High, did you ever talk with z child

ahoui__.

Based on these who kave had conversoliony with their chifdven/row477

What 1w de if someone brings guns 10
schoal

How ta handle a potsntially viclent
situation

Haw children treat one another at school

Your child's feelings about fitring in at
school

How 1o hamgdle pear pressure
Death, grief, or how w deal with lozs

Whazt your child sees or doss on the
[ntemer

e importance of leting adults know if
they think someone might be planning
violkerce

As Tar as you know, have any ieachers or eounssicrs ot your children's sehaol

Jes
69

&5

87

53

72

53

No
30

34

13

47

66

16

talked with snidents about what happened at Columbine High?

3¢ Yes
3¢ No
20 Don't know
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A% far as vou know. has vour children's senonl made any plans 1 1ake additional
sy pressulions hacause of what hapeened »t Columbine Bigh?

35 Yes
33 No
12 Pon't know

Please teil me whether or not any of your children have ever experienced each of ‘
the Tollowing 8t sheir own sehool. Have any of your children aver ...

Xes Ny Don’t Know

a. Seen other students being teased 88 7 5

B, Seen or heard srudents thresien other students 48 43 i
with viglance

z. Been porsonally threatencd with violenee by 27 ! 3
another student

d. Seen Histfights hetwesn srudenis $7 34 4

L. Personally been involved me ﬁsrﬁgizz with 20 &0 1
angther student ;

i Seen guns or sther weapons at schoo! 10 87 3

z. Experienced 2 bomb threat at school 30 §7 Z

n. Witnegsed a shooting on school grounds 1 99 »
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24, Which of the following things, if any. have vou done £8 2 parent beesuse of what

happenad at Calumbing High? Have you put any new resttistions on., ..

Yes Na Do’ oW

& A chitd’s use of the Intemet 16 £7 2

B The compuner or vides games achild is 19 80 I
aliowed to play

o, The TV shows 2 ahild is allowad 1o wateh 23 76 i

4. The movies or videos 5 child is aHovwed 25 75 *
10 see

2. The music 8 c¢hild is allowed to lisen 1o 16 24 i

L8-54-29 01 8E RECEIVED PROMISIS 854 asasa 2.18
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DEMOGRAPHICS:
S10 Sexof parent:
4% Male
3% Female
02, Now ] have just a fow questions so we can descride the pasents who took partin
our survey... Are younow married, LIVING as marmied, divorced, separated,
widowed, or have you never bean married?
B4 Marmied
2 Living as mamied
é Diverced
2 Separared
H Widowes
9 Never marvied/Single
o Refuzed
D3, Whatis the LAST grade or class that you COMPLETED in schos]?
3 None, or grade 1-2
9 High schoo! incomplew (gredes 9-11)
34 High school graduate {grade 12 or GED cerdficats)
3 Business, technical, or vogutinnal sehoo! AFTER high school
23 Some coliege, no 4-vear degree
14 Colizge geaduate (2.8, B.A,, or other 3-year degrer)
¥ Post-graduate training or professional schooling efter college (v.g., towrd
& master's degree or Ph.J. law oy medica! school)
i Refused
D4, Whatis your ag¢?

8n-n3-80 91

[TTRE % e

LAl « NS B o I 1

P87

Unger 30
36-39
3028
56+
Rafused
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D3, Lastycar, thut s in 1998, what wss your 1013l family income from &1t sonrcss,
before raxes? Just stop me when I get 10 the right eategory.

4

7
12
25
22
10
10
il

Less than $10,000

810,400 to under 320,000
$20.000 10 under $30,000
£30,000 to under $56,000
$50,000 ro under $75,000

£73,000 10 under $100,606

$130,000 or more
Dom know/Refised

il

D6, Are vou, yourself, of Hispanic or Latns arigin, such as Maxican, Puerto Riesn,

Cuban, or some other Spandsh beckgromd?

5
93
i

Yes
Na
Don't know/Refused

7. What is your rsce? Are you whits, black, Asian, or some other race?
Da you consider voursel{ a WHITE Hispanie/Lanao or a BLACK

Hispanie/Tatino?

g4 White

11 Bisck/aftican- American
1 Asian
3 {Mher or mixed race
H

Lon't kow/Refused

i

Conumunity Type:

4
5z

-t
-

Hegon
20
23
35
Eg:

b¥-sq-00 6118y

Urben
Suburban
Rura!

Norheast
RMidwest
Sowuzh
wWes

-
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