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TALKING WITH KIDS ABOUT l.ITTLETON SURVEY 

PRI!'<CETON SURVEY RESEARCH ASSOClATES for 
THE KAISER FAMILY FOUNDATION 

FINAL TOPLINE RESULTS 
May 27. 1999 

Job j Si90!2 

!\'= 6()4 pat""t.<; ofchildren in grndcs K-12 

Margin of error: plus or minus 5 percentage poin~ 


Squa:re root of design effect: 1.16 

Field Period: May 14-24. 1999 


NOTE: Some results will not add to 100% because of roundiug. 

1. 	 Recently there bas been a lot ofdiscussion about what should be done to redlJce 
yOlJtb. violCD.ce. How 'Often, if ever, do you think parents should be held 
responsible for violent behavior by their children? 

19 Always 

43 In most cases 

29 Only in some cases 

3 Never 

5 Don't know 


2. 	 To help reduce youth violt:nce, how imponant do you think it is to rio more to 
limi;::he violen;e that children are exposed to on TV, in movies, video games, 
2ne other entertainment media? 

61 	 Very important 
29 Somewhat important 


4 Net too important 

4 Not at all importsnt 

1 Don't know 


i""!"OTE: Unless otberwise indicated, aU treuds. are f ..om a Princeton Survcy 
: Research Associa[es pol1 of parents with childreD ages 18 and ubder, c()nducted 

for the Heery J. Kaiser Family FOIlnds.tion, 10-:-18 October, 1998. 

'"1:~3 	 RECEIVED FROH:41S 854 48G9 P,092 
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Do ;,'01). lJUl"J: the g>,)\'¢=11m~n! shoUld gct i71.....ol\'c.1 in i1;)inS more !:J limit 'violt.::r.c:e 
it! I!ntertairunen! media, or do 'You think this stw:o;d be left up to parents and: the 
medl,; lI'"..dustry ils.!:lf? 

37 GOvt:nlil1eut should get involvd 
49 Bener left up to pan:n!s/media. industry 


9 Not important to Hmit media. violenc.: 

5 DonUnow 


4. 	 In general, how mucndo think violence in TV, movies. video games and other 
cn~mneIltmedia Ms in..fJ.tlellC¢d tht: way yow own children. think and behave/' 
Do you think violt:.nCC' in ~entmedia has had a tot of influc:JlU, some 
inflUl!:nCl;. ooly a little. or nane? 

17 A lot 

29 Some
''f­ 3. Only a lin1e. 
18 	 None 

2 Don't know 


5. 	 AIe yvUI clllldren av.'a.r¢ Qfthe recent violmce at Columbine High School in 

Littleton, CoIoradQf 


!:urrent 	 .l!!£2! 
92 Yes 60 


7 No 39 

I DOl! 't know I 


Sl : &4 RECE1VED FROM:415 854 48Se 
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;:~, 	 As f"r as you know, where 4id Y<Jur children fir.,:; hear l.Lbout the vio:ence at 
Coltl.l"')bine High? Was it frOt~ ...l 

Based on those whose children Me aware (lj'lhe violence in LittielCiilJTWSS3 

!::\';!';m! 1~ 
48 Television 13 


1 New.papers 3
. 
£ Other media S 


The IllU!'met I 

4 Their friends 2 


20 A teacher or someone else at school 5 

21 Y(>Ii ill: their other pmnt 9 


_3 Other (VOL.) 1 

3 Dcm'tknow I 


7. 	 Have you had any coove%'Mtions 'With any ofYOw children as a result of neWS 
StOries about whnt happetll!d at CollllIlbillC' High?< 

s~n~ 	 lJ!I9il 
79 Ye. 	 46 
'i2 No 14 


7 Child nolo a~are 39 

1 Don".. know 1 


8. \Vnic21 O:N""E aftne following statementS best ccscribes your own feelings about 
having these conversations: , 

92 Overall, I felt is was good for me and m)" children to my. th<sc 
conversations 

7 Overa.lJ. it wa:s a negative experience and I wish these conversaTions bad 
he"", mppened 

1 Don~tknow 

"' !r..-oc! q-':I!S!!{)J": asl«!d "Tv in'l! bcs1 ofytn.tr knowledge, did yeur d.::&en FIRST h..:at about the 

Clb:c!'.'L~insky ~;,:aluial nem.,," 

: A., 2.S1c:riSli: k'.dieaJ.e.$ valllt:i ~1 thL'l .5%., 

• Trend qU-CsriM uks.d '1{,,-.r,: you had ally cenvesaticms wl;:h an)' cfytlur <:h;:d,ren AS A REStJL T of n~'$ 
,~~i:~ .tc.c\t! Cl:nron. :a.'ld t.:ewif.sk}'!~ 

Ill: G4 RECflv£n FROH:4J5 aS4 46GS 
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9. 	 Some parcutS1cH us they fell unprepared lei talk ....ith their childrt-n shout what 
hi!ppcrll::d at Cotumbine High because gun \;o!~nce in schools ".'as not r.1uch of an 
issul! wht':n me)' were- schooicbildn::n. Did YOU ?ersona]ly {cel unprepared to 
talk "'11.'1: your- childteJ1 about t~is subje...."t, or not'? 

23 Yes 
7$ 	 No 

! 	 DO'''l~know 

1OJlZ. 	 In what @lades are the children 'With whom you've had conveu:ations as a. result of 
what ~ed S1 Colll1nhine High? 

Gtade levels ofall children TAlked with 
46.- ..J:irades 9 waugb 12 

ng--GiiOe$4·~_:::> 
- 42--GTides J:iiiilerga:ten throl4l!h 3 

G=!e 1"".1 of oldest cblld TAlked will> 
42 Gtades 9 waugh 12 
41 G=!es 4 \llrough g 
17 Gtade lO!>de,g"".n Illrougl! 3 

1i / J4. Ate th(: children )'OU talked wit.i boys, girls, or both boys and girls? 

Boys 
Girls 
Both boys and girls 
Don't know 

RECEIVED FROH;415 854 486& 	 P.GS 
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!?-l!:L 	OCllhe: c.hjl:in:n roc ta!kt:d ...."i'Eh go to a public ;-:.:.:hool OR do they i;Q to a 
P:UiX:tUal or priv;ue s::hool? 

i>ased of/those whe have had C()1JVeJ'SntiolfS with tllIil chi./d'Nfn.ln~77 

88 Public $Chool 
8 Parochit.! 01 private school 
3 SOllle in public scnoQl. sotr.e in parochial/private school 
2 Home schooled (VOL.) 
o 	 DOIl'tknow 

~6" 	 The FIRST time you had a conversation v,-ith one Qf your children as a result of 
the neWS !!bout Colwnbine High, did it smn lx:<euse ofsomething YOUR CfDLD 
s.sked or said, Or did YOU bring up the ",bjOCt yourself?' 

Based (In th(Js~ who lun'f! IUld C012~rStltlo1U with th~i' c:1tildrenln<417 

~unet'lt .lJl£2l! 
36 Child .til 
49 Self 30 
:4 Dcn'tknow 8 

~7. 	 Whs.! IS theMAJN dfectme nev,'s about Colu.>1i.bme Hi~ has bad on your 
childrm? Me yQur cblldtetL .. II 

Based on thuse who haw had conversl1tions wi'th their childrr.mln-.f77 

,::Jtter!: ]0/98 
12 Dislutbe<i or UpSet by it 24 
58 Aware 1:rut nOt troubled by it 4S 
.,l' Conf=d byi! 9 
2 Ignoring it ,9 
4 Oth...-r nUllo c:ffotet (VOL.) 
1 DOl1't k.-;:ow 2 

! TK.'1d. quc'tion ~..d "rne FritS! :im~ !'ou had ~'Jeh It ~vt"r:;atiQn wilh QUe of yOU! children, did it SUI,;t 
b<:;;..!a~e ofJlOHl!!'hinll YOUR CHILD:uW.or said, or di~ YO!; b:!:"-.g LIP the subject youn!c}f?" 
.. T~!i r;oesll::lf) 3$i<c:d "Wn.u is fh\! MA.lN ~m!l:t the news a~O\)1 Clinton and LewinSky has had on your 
d:ilcr:=;'!" 

REceIVED FROH:41S 854 48SS 	 , P.96 
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! b. 	 Did !l:ny ofyow cbildren ever tell you they \ ....er.. 'J,'Orried that the kind ofviCll~nce 
t,;".:n happened S,i Columb:"1.e Hi~ could h~ppen in their Own schaol? 

Based 011 those wllo ha~e Irad conlleTStttions with their l':.hildnnin0fW/77 

41 Yes. 

58 No 


1 Don't kP.ow 


19, 	 How diffil;U}t was it to put your child at ease abollt the tb.r~a.t (;If violence in their 
own school'i Was it... 

Based on those klnose chililren expressed Jt:()rf}vft"'"198 

19 Very difli","l 

3& Somewbatdiffic:uh 

29 Nott"o dif!i<>Jlt 

12 Not z.t all djffit,;:ult 


2' 	 Don't know 

RECEIVED FROM:4l5 854 ¢SSQ 	 P.07 
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:'D. 	 The:-;,; are many .:!ifl'\;r:mt things th3: ?3I'enu d.'1I.i .:hildrer. might h?,l,'e tilk(;ci about 
as a re:mlt of the news :toout Cohunbine l!i~h. j';case \tdl me which of the 
foEo'.vlng lOed.> of conversations, if~ny, I'm: ;',;;V'C had v.ilh yet:: children ::;inee 
),OU first heard the news. 

As. result cfthe new, about Columbine HiSh, did yeu over till< with a child 
ab01..J'L. 

Yes No :Run'Ui.llow 
What to do ifsomeoM brings guns 10 69 30 • 
scr.ool 

b. 	 How to handle a potentially violent .5 34 1 
situation 

<. 	 How ~hildren treat one anothCI II.t school 87 13 1 

d. 	 Your child':; feelings about fining in.at S3 45 

schaol 


e. 	 How i'O handle ~er pressure 72 28 • 

53 47 1) 

66 2 

h. 	 The impottanee onerung adults know if 83 16 
they thi!lk SOn'le.cue might he plan.."'l1ng 
viokr.ce 

1. 1. As far as yo~ know, have any teachers or couc~lets at your c.hildren's school 
talk:d with srudl:nts abam what happ.!:ned at Columbine High? 

50 Yes 

30 No 

20 Don't know 


http:viokr.ce
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'. ~ 	 .:".5 i~~: 3::: you kJ'lo·.·... has your children's scncol !:;ude any pIaos tv !:.ike additiorW 
$";:'::-,ly ?rec~\:::cn.,; because of wh:ll Mppe:'1e~ ,;~ CQh.!..'T!bine H~gh'i 

35 Yes 

$3 No 

12 Don't know 


,~. 

\W Please te~l me whetbtn or not any of you: children have- ever experienced each of 
the following 4t ':heir own sebaol. Have any ofyo-ur c-hildrr:n ever,., 

Yes lli Don't Know 
a. 	 Seen other srudcnts being 1e.I!.S<:rl 88 7 5 

O. 	 Seen 0: heaI1i srudents tIl:reaIcn other srudtnt' 48 43 9 

with viQien¢¢ 


o. 	 Se:en personally threatened ""ith vio1enc;~ by 27 71 3 

anotr.er :student 


gC. Seen fistfights between s:udents 57 34 


,. Personally been invclvtd III a fistfi~htwith 20 80 

allQt..,tt swde."lt 

,. 	 Seen gL!.."1.S or otbt:r weapons at schoo! 10 81 3 


Experienced 2. bomb mre.1.t at school 30 67 2
0" 
,n. 	 \Vitn~sed a sh('loting on school grounds 1 99 

t)1:06 P.09 

http:anotr.er
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u"'hkh oftil~ fon~wlJ1g thlr.gs. ifa.'1Y. have you <irme ~!I ~ parent be.z:.tuse ofwhlll 
h:lppened a\ C(11umbine HIgh? Have yO\1 tal{ any new n.':;;;.ri;;tic",,,: en.,. 

•• A child's use oftbe Internet 
Yes 

lG 
l:l!l 
81 

Don't }{.no.,Yi 
2 

o. The computer or vid'to games a child is 19 80 1 
3l!0"",d'" play 

c. The TV s~ows • child j. allowed '0 WIItch 23 76 

d. The movies or videos. a (hild is allowed 2S 7S • 
ro_ 

e. Tbe hlusie a child is allowed to. listen to 16 84 I 

01 : So 
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D£~10GnAPllTCS, 
;::) 1, 	 Sex <'0; parent: 

44 Male 
56 Female 

02. 	 Now 1 have jus:: a few questions so we ~ describe 'tl'lt; p3.f¢l1'lS: who wok pan: in 
our survey_...~ you now married, LlVTNQ a.... married. divorced, se'pnated. 
-widowed. or have yOU never been married? ' 

84 Mw:ried 

2 Living as married 

6 Divorced 

2 	 Separated 
1 Wido~ 

4' Never ma...-ntdlSLT)gle 

" Retused 


DJ, 	 'Wb:n is the LAST grade or class that yQIo: COMPLETED in scho(>11 

3 None) or grade 1·;& 
9 High s.!lOol ineomple.. (g::ades 9·l1) 

34 Hillh school g::aduate (grade 12 or OED certitic.n:l 
5 Business, fe1':lmieal. or voc.ational sehoo! AFTER blgh ~chool 

23 Some coHege, no 4~year degree 
14 College graduate (B,S.• B.A., OJ other 4~year degree) 
II Post"graduate trainin€ or professional scnooJing after wllege (e.g., toward 

a maste;-'s degree or Ph.J,:l; law OJ medk2.1 school) 
~efuM'd 

D4. 	 W~131 is your age? 

14 Under 30 

39 30·39 

3g 40-49 


8 	 50.. 

Refllse;! 


RECEIVED YROX:41S eS4 4809 
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D5. 	 L.ast ycM. th.:OIX is in 199&, what was yOW" ro131 farr:ily income from all sourc~..s, 
before :ans? Just StOp me when j set to th~ riihr eatcgnry... 

4 Less !Inm S I 0,000 

7 S10,OOO '0 unda 530,000 


12 530,000 10 under $30,000 

530,000 10 under S50,000 


22 S50,000 to UIldor $75,000 

10 $75,000 to under SI 00,000 

10 $loo,OOOotmore 

11 	 Don~know_cd 

06_ 	 Are you, yourself, ofHls:pa:rje or Latino origin. such as M~an. Puerto Rican. 
CUban, '" some ot"" Spanish background? 

6 	 Yes 
93 No 


1 Don't blowlRe.fused 


D7. 	 What is your race'? Ale you white, black. Asia:n. at some other Tac¢? 

Do you consider yourself. WHITE Hlspalli<lLati.no or a BLACK 
HispaniC/LatlllO? 

&4 	 W}oiu, 
11 	 Bl.adUAfriC3Il..American 

1 A~an 


3 Ot.l)er or mixed rae¢: 

I D<>n', know/Refused 


24 Urban 

52 Subcrb3.I! 

24 Rura! 


Reg10n: 

20 NOMeast 

23 Midwest 

35 South 

11 WeSt 


http:Hlspalli<lLati.no

