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TALKING POINTS FOR POSSIBLE RECALL

The intent of the policy outlined in the action transmittal was
to allow states to design programs that move AFDC-UP
participants toward private sector work. | The job search allowed
would be very limited - no more thzu,l 8 weeks within a 12
month period for effectively no more than 8 hours a week - and
only in concert with work. This is clearly spelled out at the top
of page four of the action transmittal.

We believe it is consistent with the statute and with the 1989
regulations. (because we are defining|"a state designed work
program approved by the Secretary.")

Our central purpose for issuing this guidance was to advise
states, in advance of the October 1, 1993 effective date, that
unsubsidized private sector work prowdes the most likely path
to self-sufficiency for AFDC-UP recipients, and to encourage
states to explore this alternative to public sector employment.

We believe, however, that additional review and clarification is

~ necessary with respect to job search acnvmes referenced in that

action transmittal and for this reason today we are withdrawing
our guidance to states.

We intend to fully examine the pohcy (and legal) issues which
affect these requirements and it is our intent to issue specific
guidance to states in the very near future.

This approach is consistent with the goals of welfare reform in
that it focuses on moving people off of welfare into work; on
private sector employment; and on state flexibility. However,
the welfare reform working group has made no decisions, and
continues to examine a number of possible models for reform.
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