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Catholic 

Charities 

USA 


December 22, 1995 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 

.1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, D.C. 20500 


Dear Mr. President, 

Catholic Charities USA strongly supports your decision to veto the conference report on welfare 
reform as pasSed' by Congress this week. . 

The b.ill would increase the povertY, misery and suffering of the poorest children' and families 
in. this nation. The bill would perialize'hungry children, abused and neglected children, and 
abandoned children in the name of deficit reduction. A bill that punishes' poor children for the 
mistakes of their parents is not worthy of your support. . 

We hope you will continue to fight for true welfare reform that provides opportunities, not just 
Episcopal Liaison penalties.' 
The Mosl Revereild 
J05ep~ M. Sullivan Sincerely, 

eMir ~~A1~'''''' ....L-. <i1
A~v. Timothy A. Hoga 4'''' .• 
" Fred Kammer t SJ

VIce Chair 'd 
Ms. LliPe U. Macker PreS! ent 

Secretary 
Sisier Baloora A. Moore, CSJ 

Trsasurer 
Mr, Jerome E. Rauc'.hofst 

President \ 

R~v. fl~d Kammer. SJ 

-
1731 King 
Streel • 
Suite 200· 
Alelandria 
Virgj~ia 

22314 • 
Phone: 
{i031549-1390 
Fax: < 

(703) 549-1655 
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THE WHITEHOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 11, 1995 

MEETING WITH LEADERSHIP OF CATHOLIC CHARITIES, USA 
• '. I 

LOCATION: Oval Office 
I 

-., TIME: 2:30pm - 3:00pm ' 
FROM: Rahm Eman,.}lRI~' 

Bruce Reed \jt'<. 

I. PURPOSE 

To solidify our relationship with the Catholic Church on the issue of welfare reform: 
Catholic Charities; USA requested this meeting, and they have agreed to limit th~ 
topic of discussion to welfare. reform. 

II. BACKGROUND. 

Catholic Charities, USA is the largest network of private social service .agencies in the 
country. With 1,400 member agencies and institutions in every state, Catholic 
Charities serv:ed over '10.5 million peoplein 1994. We consulted with C.atholic. 
Chariiies, USA as well as .the U.S. Catholic Conference du~ing the development of the 
Work and Responsibility 'Act over the last two· years: 

. . . . 
. , 

The Catholic leaders have two. major concerns in the welfare reform debate. First, '. 
they will press you onpreservingAFDC as an individual entitlement. Second, they 
want to work with us to keep punitive· strings out of the bill -- mandatory family cap, 
cutoff of benefits to young unwed mot,hers and their children, rewarding states for , 
reducing illegitimacy [lites, etc: ' . 

You should thank them for th~ir leadership in speaking out against the House bill. 
They led the fight against the punitive strings in ·the House, and are still furious at the 
House leadership for listening to 'the Heritage Foundation instead 0'[ the Catholic 
Church. You should reiterate your view that welfare, reform must be about lifting 
people up instead of tearing them down; and that we're doing everything we can to 
protect innocent children. You can assure them that if Congress sends you the House 
bill, you'll veto it -- but you can also point out to them that with Senate Republicans 
in disarray, weh~ve an enormous-opportunity with their help to forge. a bipartisan 
coalition behind something like the Daschle bill which will promote work and protect 
kids. You can remind them that you'~e devoted your last two radio addresses to the 
subject, and that your Administration is working with I11Qderates 'in both parties who 

. - want to put presidential politics aside and do the right thing. 



.,.. 

We also hope to underscore our common interestin preserving a strong safety net for 
children, encouraging work through child care, training and transitional services, and 
our mutual opposition 'to several punitive provisions included in the House-passed bill 
earlier this year.' . 

They are scheduled to· meet with Dole on Wednesday morning. They are also 
planning to pressure conservative Senators by having Cathoiic bishops write op-eds in 
their local papers. naming names. They have reached out to pro-life and pro-choice 
groups to form a broad coalition. You should encourage them to keep the pressure on 
Congress.· 

III.· PARTICIPANTS 

The President 
Leon Panetta 
Secretary Donna Shalala 
Bruce Reed . 

Catholic Cha,rities, USA: 
Bishop -Edwin M, Conway, Archdiocese of Chicago 
Bishop Joseph M. Sullivan, Diocese ofBrooklyn and Queens 
Reverend Fred· Kammer, President; Catholic Charities, USA 
Bruce Kouba, Past Chairman, Catholic Charities, USA. 
Sharon Daly, Deputy to the President, Catholic Charities, USA 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

White House photo to be released 

V. . SEQUENCE OF PROGRAM 

BRIEFING; - 2:00pm - 2:25pm· 
The President 
Leon Panetta 
Rahm Emanuel 
Carol Rasco 
Bruce Reed 

MEETING - 2:30pm - 3:00pm 

;, 

VI. REMARKS 

. No formal remarks required. 
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At thls lDOIlleDtin the.life ofout oaticm. in WhJcb we ~ to &is I ' 
, btlanee between tb& "Deeds of 0\lI' poor aDd the demands of fiR:al , ' fur oar fatme 

ecoucmic health, we waat to p1'CS'Cllt OOCC aplD. tlIC ~ ofCatboUc:. tjaclal.wsing in 
order to provide I comcxt tot natioaaJ ~ We fOCUl 011 the quc:sdqo of WIIIfiJre 
(c.fQan, ~ our ~~"'7to cmit.ica1 ismes ofhu:r.aan~. baCIget~. 
bousiXIg~ the ~ of lmmigIant& mllleallhCue retorm. 

. OUr Dation faces fnndlUTlf'JltaI choiCes on \WMare.reform. Tbis'deWs Il¥1 ~ 
decisiouswill be a test of our nation"' values aDd our:.COIDI'Dlul::Imt w the ""bst 8II1fJIlg us." 
Our pcopl(; and leaders share many similar pb~ iDcIUdiDg ~m~ and 
~. J.Jl'OIIlOting work ~ families.~ The CoDgre$s'" SQRthrouah 
fisc:a1, political, and ideological pasures to fuhloD, teal refozm whicb ~ cxrr mtloct

, 

best 'V1.I:au and offa:s gaJUine help au1 oppot't1mi1y 10 our poorat famUjc;.~ Wo' pray 1his 
~ wiU cdvance the common g«K'l, tJnt ~divide our peOple alooiill!Crinomie. racial 

. ethnic aad idcolcgicallhv:s. \ . . i' . 
As Eb: A&ninistrativc Board. of the UDited Stares cad:Iotic Bishops- :Coatereaee,'we 


offer t:bcsc retlectioas as a cootributitm to tbJs Jmpo~ debate. Ow:~ 11 _ UJ ;mai:' 


MJY putisan'poiDt, but to wee out ~Ies m1 cxpcdcDce in bopes ~ will kip lift 'UP the 

, :mm:a1 db:nen<dons audl:mnaD ~oflbts~. As religiouB ~t we chaw car 

, db:ectii)'QS from. COIISisteur. Catbo& ~p:iDCiptes, not ideologic=d at po$ical ~. "!'be: 

.v.t.lac:s. cf.m pide our appl'QlCb to wcf.fir.re tdbau ~ aot aew: '
I 

, 	 respect for......."".., life ard Jlton" dignity;' , 
(be impoI1aDCe oftbe '.6mDy aad me wlae of'wed:; 
ID cpd.oo for the poor aD1 the caU to putklpadon; i . ,I 

tbc prirlCip1es or A1bs1diartty mllOlidalit)'. . , i 
Bat by Uke 011 spedal uqeacy whcu. a fifth of our ~ are.1)l'01riDg •.poot ind1c 

rlcbest natiou on carda m130 mi1Uou ~ ofaU ages live in~. Lack of 

oppot'I11Dhy, povcny and. depeOOcooy ate cksb"1iD8 mIllioas or!amities. Jlanuiua c:oontl=s 

~. 	 • ,! 

Iu ~, we also ~ fD IIhat:e curcocnxl'lttttiryt. e:r:pedella:s in ~ those in 

.DCCd. Poor iamntes axe QOt Ul abstraCt Issue fOr lIS; Cb:y 8Jl:S~ md.~. "lbey have 

aa:mes am fM;es. TtIey arc ill our &l1cItI=a &lid soup 1:ftcb:Ds, our parishes: IIIl CedKWc .' 

CIw;:It1cs~. AJs till: laxgcst uoD:-pQbUc PfOYkb' of butoaQ =rviccs ~ poor &mfJies. tbe 

CUbo1lc comsmmJty bow, an roo wetl1he failuft:s ID1 abu:seI of the ~QStem" tbe 

poteGtiaIlDd liJniratioDs of pI'ive and religious c:barity, aDd. the ways in Which Uves arc 

djmiQilbcd aad. cligJ1ity denied. by wid~ dcpeDdclJCy and poverty illow: J:md.. 


No imdUUion in American life is DlO1"C cnmmjttm to the b8$it ~ 'fIJUe$ of 

.m:aniage. family, respoosibiHCJ. WOik. ~ ce:straI:rat. am ACrifice for ~ thtit Olft 

Ontrch. We prcacp:. tc:ach ard pmmgr.e theso values every day in our ~. adIOols, mi 

outreach efforts- We also arc c:ommiald to the values- ofjU$tice, dlarity ~IOWIarity with 

the poor ltDd ~lc. We believe ~ IOCitty ~ both ~~ mIpOO$ibiI.lty and 

br~ social ~pomibility. betb:.r values aDS1 bettu policies to reduc:e pqvc:rty aDd 
.. 
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Cfq:Jenderx!y in U1.e Un.itcd States, 

]'be thPR tf BefQl]ll , , 


'We attOng:Iy SUpport genuine wetfate reform. wbid:a ~ "'ilies. ~ , 
producUve warlr.:. 8JXl prated! vu10ctable cl.dJd{ea. We are DOt de:Ceat:lem pf Ihc 1Itelf'are stsuDs 
quo Wl1tcI1 sometimes <eIk:s on bUreancratic'~. discoump ~ ami ~ up 
,fim1IJcI.HO~t ,wc oppose &b:Uldomncnt of Cbe fc::derIJ ~IS~ry £olein 
bc:Iptag families overcome povcir;y aod InI!!et their ~.* bask) ~ : ' 

, Ie is worth recallm, that many ofos ate or havebecn d:1C beD:fk,~ of gOVClllDleCt 
, assi.stat.o: ~ db:cct and indirect, but mao;y ~ riafuJy frustrared by die ~~ sysrcm: 

- radpiGDf.$ wOo t'iM'tbch- d.i.p1ty \U.1I&. lldu:cl ad lJdt ~~ add.rcsstd; 
-' taxpayerawho fear dle2t dollars ~~ nt1IF rbaD 

'cp:l(XJwetIDtmt; " ' , 

providers woo $pend more time ~Dg 1br fmud._ ~ famlli:s;;' 

aDd public official$ woo ba,ve ~ility without ~~. 
" acoJmltlbtlfty without snfficiear authority _ " 'il

11Je SIattIS-qIIO is lII1llC"q'table~ It is childnm Who pay tile greatest price fQt't:he !aitutes of !:be 
aun':Dt aystem.' GczmlrJt; welfare refonu is 8. mos:a1 impcQti:ve aDd ~ natkmal pri:orif:y.
Au .... for atfC)rJU , ' , 

Welfare reform ~ to be ~ve in 8II8ly$iJ. but'~ aDd flext"ble in irS 
imple~. We seeks. new approach which ptomoces greater ~ and of.fi:R 
U1'Ole ~ bdp 10 families in ~ p<nctty bd:Und tbrou.Jh ~1iI.O!kaPd 0Ibet, 
~. Increased aecou:atability and inceuai.v. should be taiJIxe.4 to .. ~ family's 
Deeds aDd~. not "One? siZe fits an-~- Top down ~o=wich rip! 
Dillioaal mIes cannot D:et tbe needs of & popa1at.ioslts ~ IS poor ~lies. B01VeWI'. 
simply chifdua' .responsibility WidloUt adequate resoua:es, stmIatds Ild ~iIi\y could 
leave Ameri::a's '\JOOt Chikl:ren wOtse off. ~ wdfarc rcCOUIl- sbou1c1 ~ OQiUt'e:lHives 
more rban.bamh peDaIdes; for example, ~ Deeded beaefits for ~ born to ,mothers 
Ollwc1fal'c can ~ 1be chlldreA m1 pressure tleir JJXlCbc:s tDWal'd. ~ .IDIl stcrl.lizadoa. 

MQR ~.. we will a4YOCaU; for we'lfIae niotm wJ.lid1: ! 
, ,A. - Pm=m H'tpnan Life am l1PJuam 'DicnJtv' \ ' , 

", We believe a fundammtaJ ~ for an J,'Nblie~. inr:Judin.'~ reform. is 
~of JmmaD lite and humin digqity. ,'iii stares across,1be 0Jm.JIt'.Y, f;Nr State Catholic 

, ~ ha.ve stood against ~ which deny beDefits to c:hi1dren ~ of tl1Cir 
motlters age os: ~ OD we!fi:m:. These pt:Q~, ~ ddt-~, are ' 
liidy 10 ~abonioD., especially in &hose states which pay for~, but DOl for 
assisfance co Ibac chik1ccn. In seeking to chan. t:bc' betr.a:Yiot of par:cDtS, dac provlsioDs 
bad ~ aDd .some, unbom cbiSdn:Il Will pay wi:rlb UM:'ir lives. ,! _' ' 

Our CJmrcb WOIb evcr.y day agaiust ~ irrcspoQsibiUty u4I:b8OUt-<)f..wedlock 
. bircbs whk:h come with it. We do .tIOt bdie\1:~ sbould be ~ fD ser up their 
ownboUtebo1ds. HOWC'YU, 1cgblationoffcti&lg b:maSCd fl~ to st.aq:s shQalG not . 
R$Xict assistm;e in ways wet IDd most obaer:VerS. beUevc will ~~. We 1ft; 

wotkiDg with Catholic Cba.rlties, USA aDd ~ D.II.1:1oDa1 pco-Ufe ftOUPS h:l ~ r.bc:ac 
proviIioDs aDd in proposiue- altl:ma£iws tbat provide ,.IdaIJCe in ways lba.~ safcguatd c:b1IdleD 
but do not rehifoI:ce iDappropriafe ocmorallydcstructivc beIIaYior. 

http:tbrou.Jh
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. For US, f.bi& is a matter of moral ~. OUt faith fCCJ.Uh"eI ~. to protect tho lives 

and dipity·of the vuJ.ocrabIc chi1dJ:en whedw they arc bam or unborn•. We r:annot mppon 

poUc;;ies which wiU Iibly lad to more abotdons. Every CbDd is pndou.t~to us. We.rc:cop.b:c 

bc.JttIan life Is al$O tIueat.es:Jed aD! dhninisbcd by me t'ailma ofme CW:iCDt welfin $Yl1altaoct 

OW bto3dcr aallUrC.c:.."hi1cb= thrown fiom VtiDdows, ,fwnd in dmDpst~ 8Ild abased in thdr 

boI:Ds are tape ~ of cull1lre in dia.tray aDd a welfare system isl~Deed. oftea1 

motDt. It is wotClt noting that it is JKJtjt.lft low iD:ome families tbat ~ eapge in 

~ behavior. PcIsonal mapomibilit;y, DmUy disb1tcgration. m:t loss of moral values 

much Dol: JUa me "'doWn and. Out," bgt also·lbc ":rk:b aDd famous" aDd ~ ,:e$t ofus. ' 


B. Streutbem FamDX Ufe,WeUUe reform shoUld affitm the ~ of 

matriage, strong iutaet families. pcmmaIICfiPODSibi1iJ;y, selfc1isclpIirac" ~,and basic 

mora1ity. It ShWId belp mothets aDd fatbet$ meet tb! sociaI,.oCouomic. C'JducatioDaI, .tJ)d 

moral Deeds of tbeir <:hildrIz.. We support I childnm·s tax aedit (whidl1nc1odes poor 

families), II.~ 'EarD!d ~e Credit. aDd manger child support euforcemeaz: to 

help meet the economic needs of America's families. We also sUppottpcJ.lides to kI:ep 

families tosetDer and farhets io:YolVed. ~ DeW dons 10 ~ pm:athood. otaicle 

or~. iUl e.nd to ~G~ in om: tax eodo,. ami a halt to ~ paIicics which, 

cIiscourap mardlge an4 c1i&crimioate apiast t9fO pareat rgniI~. Our ~ U2.UIt 

cIiscouragc adolcs=Jt aexuaI, activity_ teeD ~·wirh at lC* as ~'~ and 

~ as we bIiug to ~ Ill1Ok:iDII.Dd.IU.b$taJX.C abuse amoDg our,.ou:Rl. 


c. BmrimPsmd Rewards Wptk. nose who CID. wod: oupt ~work. 

Emptoyme.nt Is the ~ meaD!1 to I!lIIfJl)Ort a family Illd make·. ~ to tbc .comb1ot1 

good. Too 0= weJtan: d.iscourages 'wort by eUmiaadng heakh 8Dd cbUd care be:DIfIts for 

those Wholeavc 1hc wclfarc roDs for the labor nwiQll Real mfbIm wm Offi:r educarion, 

~ and 1.t1ms1doaal hdp to t.'/:)I)&c who ~ a 'welfare obecl: me ... payehed:.. The 

~ is to insmc tbat rcfoan kids 10 productive wart willi wages ~ 'be.uc&s fbat petmit 

a &.mily to live indignity. R.igid ItIles ml atbittaIy time-I.iDes are no ~.tor teal jobs 

at dec:e-.nt ~ and the tax poIicjts wbidl em hdp keep famil1e$ o1f wc&ve. . . 


D •. ~ a Sa.tiU bItt for the YvJnmble. For those wm.~work. at whose 
. "wor.P is l'IIisinr oar youngest c:hitdreD. tile Atdon has fJaik «~ of~. mat:r1doJl ml ' 
other suwo,ts. Society has a [~"bi1ity SO bc!p meet (be DCCds of tbQIe wbo casmot care 
for themselves, especially yoUng ehildIen. AFOC, food stampS, and othfJr ClJDtJr:ment 
prograt:IlS provide C$SI!:Ddal support tor pogr ul:dldra., We will support ~ dtec:tive and ' 
~fcdctal"'l\!iCltc<ommnn;~ pa.ttne:iships. bat we canoot &appOrt 'rdvlm- tbat will I 

make it III.OIe diftiClib: for poor c:hIkIien 10 grow _ prodtlCr.tVe~. We caDOt 
support'refonD that dCltIOyi the ~, eD:fs emkle.a:aeuis.. m:t cljmi..... ~ that. 
haveptOVided IIIes:s;mDal safety Ia for "YUIIM:DbIo elJildn:u or pcIl1lit!i &lItJ:Ii to JeC.tuec thcit 
commibneut in tbis area. Also, We c:amIOt suppott puDitlYe apptoICbe$ $at tatget ~. 
even Jeg.a.I res.icIeut.s, aud take. aw:ty d1e 'l.DU»Q131 beDefifJ that Chef now ~. 

E. BWJda E\tbUclPriyate brtncrJbiplm ~lIe Pomty. AI ;aclvocatcs ofboch 
sublddlarlty and soUdarity. \tie believe a rebned welfare system Ihauld,rely man: fully oil (be . 

UiU and. RSpOPSive:ness ofcommunity iDsiliur.ions Brld incteasecl frm)l~ and creatincy of 
states. However. private aatll'digious efforts to iCtVe those ill need 8l'C 1bc:iDg scvcrdy 

, , 

http:dec:e-.nt
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attetcber1 They cannot - and .sboold DO( - be seen as a substitute far ~ pnb& policy that 
ptUQiot.e.s effe«ivc pUbl~pdy.[c par~. 1 

" . Overcoming poverty .cd. depeD!ency Will reqaite more aeativct ~ive and 
eft'ective action in both the pubUc and privlre' secton. Ovetl,y ~ progllllDS umst 
glve vn.y to more commmU.ty. locallll<1 family initiatives, ~~ to fa1iViduaJ 
needs. pote:ada.t and. pIObICDl$. M.cdiatmg iastita.tioDs caa set'Ye people W~~ 
effccdvCllCSS. efficit:acy and. di&Dil;y. We arc DOt opposed to ~ blOQk graat 
iIUtiaJives in some areas if they CODle with ~ resources, • tad sat'eauards 

" . I 

for poor tamnies. Swcs c::an s.bape programs to DIeltt c&cir .loc::a1 reaf.ities. lbut poveny... " 
MtiorW m~OllS aM ~s tim (t:q\Ih1; ~ cvrraqi'tnlCllt ~ ·nat1oDaIatandardS t 

safeguards, SDd·prorectioJIs. The nation Deeds to refonn its· welfare $file$, !lOt .haDdOn the , ' . 
federal gov~'a role and.RSpOnSibilides in figbtiug poverty. At dK: ~ tin:Ie, priwte 
$l:H;Yb;providers sbaul<1 Dot be bUrdened. with the enfo~ of ~ laws.. 

F. Invests in HlIl'Oiln J){enhY. In me Ioni run, real welfare retr>=. will savc ll1OJJet. 
but ill tbe short run it wUl require new inve:sanents iA a family ~~,~catIion. uam.tas,
WIe, wod: and cbi1d support. .Rtamr Sf.atl: ~ suppon dJi ~ d1at moviDg people 
off welfare win be ZJeithc' easy not iDcxpemi'le:. Our everyday ~m bcIpiog fiuniJies 
Iene weJfilre ~Chat~. gppomm.iry Ut:Cl ~ a.tC ~l tp tbla t.mJsitifJn. 
'Ibc aoeiat CODIDCt we seek wiU o&r trainitJg~ educaCiu~ jobs 8:I:If OCher cpacr~ ~ .ta 
e.xd:2ange tor pers.isteut ~ and effort of pel10llS t:I'JinI to leave ~yerty.. Simply 
QZI:tlQg l'C.'JOUn:eS and traust'eaing respomibiJiC;y is not geta2D:Je ref01121- W~·lDCIIt.resist die 
temptalion to sec poor WO~ minOrity mmil¥:aor immiln'nfS as eitbes: p,assive 'YictJms or 
easy scapeaoats for"our sod.ery's social and economic dif:Iictrlries.' I 
Owhaion , 

For the CaIhoIle eomaltDlity, t:bc."measm:e orwdti.re retotai i& ~"it wW..cMao:e 
the U'Ve5. And digaity ofpOor ehU4ren aad 'their families. 1"hc 1oOIl" of nd'~ oupt tp be 10 

ptomotcdeccot work. aDd redJla: depeM~, DOt simply cut badgtlS and ~. The 
target of reform ought to be povertyII DOl poor fatrriJies. We beJievr: oar s«ieCif Wilt be 
measured by how -ClH: least gf rhe$c" lite faring. Wewu:e J.'efutm will be aj cleat u:st of out 
:nadon's moral priorities aDd. our cormujtmem to seek die common 8QOd. Yle hope 1IIt welfanl 
~ debate will be a lime t'or civil and 8USiamcd 4ialoiuc. IIlOte ~ou tbc aecds am. 
potential ofpoor families than 0.0 the 6eaECh for ~ advmtage. Thia ~ COuld set Q 

importaDt.fra.mewort for how OUr nation 1.ddtcs8cs DOt OJJ1y.wcIf'ate. lxU ~ ot1:a' bnmau . . 
aecds. We bOpe these reflectiora will ~ ro em,. ki¢ of dobatb udi will ~ 
CathoUQS to bring 'dIe:lr voices aat Values to this impon:I.atnationaJ ~ wfdr::h wl1l say so 
mudl about wtm kiDd of~ we ~ aa4 will bt:c:ocQe. ., 

http:commmU.ty
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. quo and \fie rccop.im thcdivcne role of rcdenl1y ltate ancS loca1l~ as' woU as 
·commu.nity institudotu in hclplna familiOJ ovetCOme poverty and meet their children', basic 
necds.Howevu. we In: dceplr concemccl abagtptOVisions Cbal CXJUld·leave .....' 1KJOI'dU1dren 
WOJfC off. I 

While we. ~ not opposed in principle ttl block paftt$ and· ~ inetcad. ItaCc 
~t.a.nd flcDb~tthe block .pt.~ in thiI JqpslatioD ~ Ch8 aatioaal 
.axmrilunCUl ao tip, paverty and does not·e"\"eIl require Itata to ..-uafD ~ cumat IcYel of 
effort. Fr=ing the·ftdc.nI ContributiOn toproput costs ·wUbout any ~ 10 the Dumber 
ofnccdy cbi1drcA or. c:ban&ing CCOIlomie <::Onditioas. will vndetmiDC ·lhe ~ of iacome,· 

\ nutrition an<! Qlher iUppom which :tQVCS as a at«y. n« fot the most ~le. AI a4vocata 
. of bodt subsidiarity and sOUdarityr we support more effective III1d ~e ftrdez1l.$f:I.te.. 
" cocu.munity pannenhips. but we c:annoc support -mom- whkh wm make ~ more diffieult for 

poor children to grow into .productive individ.uab. We QVtQOt support ref«lm that destroys-the 
~, eMs entitlements. and eliminata 1'aOUI'CCS' that have prori<Sed ID1 essentiI1 safety net 
for wlAetabte ehUdrett. We feat thac the fiscal pR$SUla wtUch am 4rivitt& Coagn:ss have. lei 
to a ptvpOa1 ..nor. dear .about ndudnl resaun:a than rec:mklring ~m__ . 

. , I 
I 

• TreataleDt or ~ 

.Wlu1c we awrcCiaze· We·Senat¢ financ'e Commiuee1l1 4ccision.1JJat jdsildtm shoukt not 
be denkdbCl1cfits because of Cbdr mochc:r's • or ~ 011 wdfare.lit bas been n:poru:d 
to us that some SonarorS intad &u offer aJI'lCIIdml!ftts to deny beftefits oa .. pounds. We 
oppose any attempt to cSeny·badits 10 ddkb.'al because ofthe.ofChdr ~, dIeir family's 

. dcpeadence OR welfare or III astntrary time Iimlt w ~. Suoh ~ 'WI.-vet their 
~s. ate Likely Co ~e ·aJxriaa. especlaJly inltate:S· wbich pay tor a1xKtiont but not 

- for ~ fO ~ d.dldteft. We do'DGC beUeve d'II1 ~ shouIcl ~~ to set 
up tbeU OWD ~ ~, in ~ to dIUp t:bc ~ of VG=ts. these 
pmvisioos hurtchildn:n. u4 tome wbora cbi1ched wm pay widt their Jn1s. We Ami aJrady: 
-=u ~~ of M'increa:Ie in ahortioas ift New l'enIJy, ~ Ira .. family Q1p 
iA~' . I " 

We also wclc'oIDe ~ $e.nafc-' ~ of eM cash benefit fotaIt·dtiJdRa eIItlb1etor 
S\lW1ementaJ Security Income [SSlJ. We .. COOQemCd about ~ suiapIu' eJiPbiUty 

, ft'IqUitmteaf.1 b chD4n:c whk:b may rauJt ill loss of beltOfiU 10 ~ of IbauSltids of 
dWcJren. For I;1S Ibis is • maSta' of,monJ oaasisIcac)'. Our fIidl ~ U$ • poteet the Uvea 
_ cfipity of w1Aenb1c dUJ4m\ whether Chey INbom or UDtan. EvetY dIi14 b prcckK&s to 
UI.. I. 

http:ftrdez1l.$f:I.te
http:the�ftdc.nI
http:rccop.im
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• Treatment of ACed ad Disabled LepI"lrDmip'uats 
. . 

We are also conccmcd about the c:JCclusion of aged and cSisabled·lep1 ~ts frmtl 
cUpbiliiy (or' assist:1b'lee rhrou:h the SSt program. We are abo uoubkd Iby provisiou that 
wouW seve::cly restrict legal'immigrants' eligibility. for otbet So:;:ial. ~ty ~. P-fOItURIt 
inc1;ucti", Medicaid and cbUd ~ reMc:es. In many bMaI:lccs, theal~ to providing 
baSIc aHiJWl~ to~' individU3h' wiU be Ibjcct poverty, untrarcd ~, incl amriftucd 
domadc abuse. ··Costs IiSsoQated wbh assisting these petS01lS wOuld iDevi~y t)c·bOmc by state 
~ kx:al goveriunents. The proposed r'I'ICIS1ft$ would not only deny ~Q)kpl rcside4~ 
who have worked and pai4 lUes lR Ihc U.S. for yeuI, but would eYeQ ~ benefits to them 
after they became U.S. atizeas. The deeming provisiom have the pcpatial for detlyUtg 
assistance to U.S. citizens when ~y tW in len~ aced•. Sucb an ~ does not advance 

. the common CCJOd butfutther divides oUt people alon,g ~, racial. ~ and ideologicalIinct .' . 

We arc very conc:crncd that some Senators may seek to use this ~s1aJiOG to cuf'~ 
~ lQwme Tax Cn:diL To reduce this tax relicf for worldn& familiesj would'~ exac:dy 
fhe'wrong m~~ at & time wbctl our nation na.'ds to reward work 1M help. fatiti1ie:s raise their 
child:en in di&~ty. WCltlOngly oppose ~ts to weaken ~ EITO. . . 

As tM· Bisbops said in tllC ~oXd ltI!cmen.t i.mJed in Mateh. '~suongly support 
pRulne we111rc reform. We ate ~ def~ of the ewn:nt system. The stalU$ quo is 
~table. It is the nation·, children who PlY the patcst prke for 1he $ilura or tiecurrem 
system. 'That;' wby ccnuine welfare reform is a moral impcnJive ~ an uqent natian3l 
ptiodty. For the CaCholic community, tbe mcaJUm of ~ reform is...it will ~ 
me liYe& ud dipity of poor ~ u.s their families. The _ of ~ 0U3ht to be to 
~ deor:At work ad reduce dependency, not simply cut budgers aDd P.'.~. "I1ro.. 
of reform ought to. be poverty, not poorfami1it:s. We urge you to suppoUlpmiskJa ~ 
Wicb ~ ptiIlQples and privricic$ and oppose measuft!S which win ~ Cbem.. . 

. \ ,. 
I 
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JUne 28. 1995 I : 

.Houorable Robert Dol, 
Smate MlJority Leader . 

Urdted States St:ua%e 

Washington, DC. 20510 


Dear S~uator Dole: 

Earlier this month, the U.S. Catholic Bishops Con.fetmCesenteverymem~ofthc 
Senate a $tatemcut of our pti.n,ciple$ and priQritics <>n welfue reform. We mtetaltd our stro1'Ig 
suppQrt for gcuuio.e welfare ~fOtm and Out opposition to provisions,which viola~ our pro.~ . 

. and soc:ialjustlcepnncipies. A copy oCtile letter is eJl¢lose<t " . I 

. In that letter Yf"o; ~ Out. stroJ18 support of~ Finan~ Com.mi~rejtctiODO£ 
~ family ':-Q.p and dUld. exclusion provisions: We also'promised our I'opposition to 
any floor uue:,.dment tQ ll1AQdatc: th~ pwvisioas.. We Uildetsta.ud you ~ undCfisome pressaxe 
ftol111I1embers of the SeDate and ~me grOups which insist on including such proposal$. We' . 
suongl, urge you ,to resist these prC$$Ul~ ; 

'. . 	 / . , 

• We. ~ our prlnciple~ and, dctetmined ~posiUOI1 to attempts tQ d~efits to 
.	chil~ bcc-J.usc ofthe age ofthe1t mother, and then- famlly's depea.d~ on Such 
provisions. wbalcvu their intentions, are 1ikc1y to enwurage abortiOtlt especiaJ.l)t in surte:s which . 
pay for r;.d)ortiOEL8 1M n.O't fO'r~ to these childniJ: We do not 'believe ~ teerIagers 
shoW'i be eacouraaed to set UP, 'Chcir own households; hoWC'VC'lt in se:ekint to ~ 1be bclMwiot 

\ ofr dl'tntS. these provisions hWt children, and. some unborn c;bi1dren will pay with their live$. . 
. 	 '. ! 

thete is much d.ebate and. cOQjCclure about the humanc;o~of~~ 
Now we have so1J1c evidence fIom the cxperi(\",QC411 ofa state held up as a model,<tftbis. kmd of 
wel£ue reform. As the attached flWt shm ~ints out, these pt'Ovisions in NC'YI i~ hive It!d to 
a reported increase in tbe abortion tate without any $ignificant decrease in the ~ofout-of
~ock. birtb:s. Pto-lifc'principles should be upheld in the wc1f'arc ddme. It is'DOt logical to 
iD.Jist that yOung Women will deQide whether to hare cbildreli based on the aVaiiabilil1 of . 
usis'tance. then Nm around and iDsist that. the denial ofassistance Will play uo ~le in & dftmon 
to en4 the life of Chat ~ cbi1d. As 'Che early data from New Jersey ~yin<ti~ such 
measures d.Q hOl reduce Ulegitimacy. but do increase abortion. .' 

I , 
I 

I 
. I 

i 

http:Uildetsta.ud
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We uriAS you 8Sl~ aU Senators to reject simple an(l dqwo~ f&Xe:J wb10h =~. 
abortion withoUt attacking the R3l taUSC$ of widespread illegitimacy in oursoeiety.! We need 
,tt;ai wcU"wo tefonn which sttet\etbeo.s Camilies. promotes wOrk ano respooSibility aq,d protects 
vulnerable oId1dEcn ;... bom and unborn. ' I 

S~11. 

, . ,~~-.., '. -......... 

, j,~-~ 

RcYefQd Iob.R. Rieam, SSJI ' 
, Chairman.,DomC$tic Policy Commi~ 

Auxili.uy Bishop ofBa1timO~' : 

~ 

I, 

i 

http:Auxili.uy
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I,I ! . 

UPDATE ON'l'.BE FAMU. Y CAP PROVISIONS IN WELFARE IUfFOltM 
lune 1995 ' 

AS you may lave read. the Senate has deb.yed it& consideration ofwdfue refo~1lmil8ftetthe luly 4th 
, re(lCSS (ltmc 30 10 July 9). The Senate bill, unlike the House bW.. does not proluoit $tar~ from giving ~ aid to 
, children or cutt'ent welfve recipients or teen I1\Othm. While not supponmg teen p~, setting'up sepI.nlte 
~ the Coufemlcc and CathofiQ Clwities USA worked Iwd and 51.lcee:5$6IDy to ~ least provide 'YOUd1ets 
to those dildt= ira the Hause bU1. However. in the Senate. a number ofRepublican M~ have tbreat,!'DCd to 
6libu$tet any biJl wbich does not prohibit siates from providing cash assistl.tlCe to chiI~ born to eunun: welfare' 
r«ipieab and minor mothers, Our goal in Ute Serwe'is to keep these "Qbild exctusion" provisions out otthe bill 
wbile supporting drorts to pcovide teen parents with a ~ ofbenefits indudil1g puentingieducation, sldlls training 
Kud appropriate adult ~on.'. 'I' 

The Con£erencc"s.position is based OI1't&t; belief'that dUldten should not be denie4 bene.fits because, oftheiJ' 
, mothef"s age or dependence on welfare. These provisions. whatever thcitintentiOI1S~ are likely to encourage 

abortion. C$peQaUy in those states which pay for abortions. but not f'ot-~e to ~ cbi1drcn.. 
, . , . ' " 

New lctSey is the state with the most experience with a family cap. Htn is a ~ oCtile C\1t'Rntly a:nilable 
information tiom teCCfltly releued stuw(S oftht-. New .J~Punity Cap. ' , 

, I 
Jbs tile abortlon rate lacreued in New Jeney .nerthe Family Cap/Child ·Exdtcuiou! 


y~ In May. New 1~ welfare ofScia}s ~dl'IOunced. that:' ! 

I 

The abomoll rate amon, poor womCII increastd: 3.6". ia the eigbt mODdaslaf'ter New Jersey 
barn:d .dditiollal payments to womu 011 welfare who gave birch to addttlOuI ddldt'tn; 

, ., ' '0 . ~ 

Tke totl! Dt..:a.~r ofabortions perCoruaecl 011 womea. reeeiviAc assistuce pirougb the maiD 
wdfar'e pra~Aid to FAlDBia witb. Dependeat Children., intreased troDlI7.'19 bz the same 
period .. year-cartier to 7.93:1. ' ; 

, ' 

This ~ is exactly what pro-nro opponents of the ftmil:y alp predict~ _ is'particularly ~~t 
giVCQ chat. for the previous four years. Ncw.lt:1W)'"$l\bottiOllrato had d~ined 12~'and the national rate had 
ded.ined S%. i 

Doel f:he Family Cap provision result in fewer bittlas to welfare RCipieaU! 
No. A study conducted by Ruf8ers University indicates that me ~ew1~~b~ additionftl 
payments to ~ mother$ who have mOte dUldten has had DO effect on b~e5 among those 
wuwen. 

FromAclgust m3 tbIvughJaly·"94, tS&en ...... aO,liplficut dilfauce ~ btrth n\'~ 

ill the group orwelCare IIlqtbtrl Who teceived aa additional monthly be~ent if'tJae)' gave bltth 

to another cbikt ud those deaiN Judi a beaef'Jt. I 


i 
Overthe short term, the n::gu1ation appears-not to have ~births and to ~had no impact on the c:bitdw ' 

beariAS pram~ or UtoSCWOMCn subjected to its ~tics and incentives. the ~ rtfUtes: several atliet 
1!G1O'lUlcemc:nts that birth I'aU:$ unoR8 New Seiser' 'M!lf'aro mothen bad dropped.'~tically tiace lbe 5b:te 
implementec1 the: poli~ in·lm. 

CoodtlSioa 
, A!dlou,ghtbesc RSUltt are~, the ~ increase ecupled with the aWenQO ofimpact ofthe fuiu1y 

cap DR binb rat" ~ that the policy ordenying children ~ts doesn't recSu~ m~ebi.rtJu except by 
increasing cborcions~ ! . 

http:ON'l'.BE
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CATHOLIC CHARlTIESqSA 
IfACT, SHEET - 1995 

Catholic ~tion, 	 , .'
'Charities 	 Catholic OWi,'ties USA is thenation's Wgest. private. sjocial S'CtViC:e ' , , 

organiudon. The netwodc of 1~400 agatCie$ and ~oasand thdusaods qfUSA 
conoecned iftdlviduals wom to reduce poverty. suPPO~ families, and empower
colTUllllDities'jn Ihc United States. " : . , " , 

In all. OWl' 1.400 local agencies Withmor:e than 272.00b staffmenibers and 
,volunteers serve neatly 10.6 million people inDeed - trlo$tJy fa.milies and ' 
cbi1dreu - each year. People ofall religious, natioDal, ~ social. and 
cconOn\1c bacJq;tounds receive services from Cathoiic thariues. In 1993, 
Catholic Cbatities agencies adOSS the UDited States ~t $1.8 billion; abOUt 87 
pcrcentofagency budgets are allocated to program eJeF' , , , , 

Services 
" Catholic'ChariueSagencies proVide direct servf~ La people in need., with an emphasis OD 

, eJl3bUng them to achieve self-Sufficiency, Agency staff members help I100pie ove:come 
addiction as well as give suppon to homeless families who have nowhere else to gO. Setvices 
~udc: ' " , 

• Food! 
• Emergency shelter 
• Emea:iency' fUlallCial assistanCe 

r. 

e H~ assistance . 
• Counseling 	 , ,
• Treattnent for abuse Of alcohol and omer dnxgs 
• PJ:egnancy counseling 
• Adoption . ' 
• Services to pel$OIlS with WVIAIDS,~~ 	 , 

"niMoslIh:m2 	 • . Rd1lgee and imm.ignltionassistaoce 
.bsaphIi. SiIim 	 .. Edoca.tioa and job nining 

• Out-of-home care ' 

aDif 


\ 	Lt.BnuJ,~ In a.ddltion. local Catholic Charities agencies focus on: , 
.. [Agislation (ia the areas of welfare,. hoosing. economic wd1-bein~ cbik1care)

V.:e CfI:sii • , Ccmmunity argaitking {housing. just economic smlCtm:es. hunger{> ' Pet,r_A:~ • AtI..vocacy (legal assistance for homeless people, refugees,; people with HlV/AIDS, people 
with addictions, families and clilldren) ", !,. 

~ I 


I.t.~U~ 


Tcmm i NatioDal movement 	 . '.. 
"'.JenDE.~ 'CdhotiG Owities USA is'a iuembeahip ocganizar.ion founded as the tlatiooal Coaf~of 

Catholic Charities irs 1910. By pnwidins Ieadenbip. teC:hnicalassistaQoe, mllllgelIlimt uainiDg, ~ !' 
I . and ~ ckrvetopmeat. the naiioaal office enables local ageaeies to betterdev<* their ownPlY, ffed JJJtmr, SI 

l'eSOUIOC$ to servingtbeir commnnities. Catholic Chaiities USA ~ to develop _ promote- innovative ~giea lhat 8ddn!Iss human needs and social injustice&. 1h:natioaallegis1ative 
1731~ agenda focuses on reforming the federal Aid to Families with ~tCbUd.ren progmm m;KI 
SIJooIe ending hunger in Ametjc:a. The Disastcl" Response Office organizes the Catholic community's 
~200· r'C3pon3C to ,di.3a$lerS in the Umted S~tes. . I 
N8r.wtia 
\\'ginia , Presidentm1•• 
~: Rev. Fred Kamrucr. S1 
(103) 549-\300 


,Fax: 
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.	Cathalic Chariti.es USA 
1993 Survey Summary 
Reaching out to people In need 
Worfdng to build strong ,famRles 

and co~ltIes 


Con'llnanity aCtion 

~imlnating ~nd"rtions which lead 
to poverty.arid sUffering. 

Soda( action 
, \ 

1n addition to helping meet people'$ needs. Catholic Otaritie$ . 
USA and member agencies and institutions work'tocbangt: the 
conditions whi,d1 ClU$C hunger, home1csslleSS, and C&t.niJr db- . 
tress. The \'Ut majority ofCathoUc Charities agencit;s (88 per
cent of survq respondents) engage in pubti(: poticy development 
QI" impltmcntation. . . . 
. In 1993,'ag=cy kgislativc .ctivities on the nationalleve1 most 

often focused on the economic. needs of~ple served by 
Catholic Owitier.. Welfare r:e(orm Was aprioritt. Other top 
concetn$ were health care and health insurance. intematiorul 
justio:. and refugees, and hunge1" and nutiition. . . , 

Economic issuC'$ also dominated 5l'ate·teftllc:gislatiYe ;t.C:ttri
~C$. Other priori~wete fanlilylife. indudiQg adoption. health 
c:ate. and health iusurano:.. Prominatt local ~ aaMties 
induded bousmr., bunger IUld nutrition. and ccollomie ~ 

~munlty p.-,.,grams 
C&tldic Ow:i~ ttgenciec dMOped 416 Dt"W mmmtWty
progranuin 1991~ Theseindude 174 ncighborboodorparish 

, orpnizations,. SO hoU$ing cotporat1<?ll$. and 89 $t.Diot citizen . 
cc:nt<::n. Add tbe£e efforts to t~ (Tiding 1.334 progtaQl$ and tbe 
total reaches 1,7:60,community ptograDl$ nationwide. 

Parish ~al J:I:Ilnlstly . 
Catholic; ~ties ellCOUI'llp Catholk puisI:iionu; to 'VOlunteer 
in their ~tboodst prol'idinc a;eMa: &ad adTOC&ti.D.g for 
SQ(Ul justice. 1biscft'ort is ca1le4 parish IOdal ministrr.ln 1993, 

.. age:ncies worb:d With 4~ ptrishcs (29 pcro:Pt ofpttisbc51n 

their areas). Scniccslbat parishe$1\'lCdvc &om CUhotk 

Cbadtid iodude coosultar.kna. ttainiDg. and lleeds ~t. 


Catholi<: Owities cmbIcs coaunUlliuec to Iddras dxkown 
needs ~ugb lQcaUy designed progwns. BxampJcs of parish 
social mlnistrrare $df-hc!p groups (or unemployed people and . 

, 	petSQns atreded. by HIVIA1~i programs La Pl'CTCnt community . 
and family viotenc:e; and parish soup kitdlens and food banks. 
Agencies ako train parishioners in pubtic cdUCltion mdlegi5la· 
dYe adyocacy on 5QQ4l wU<'.$. 

People s~nted: 10"s9S;,G61 
"Emergency i$eMCes '6.8361769 
Social Services: 3,758.892 

, I 
. Income; i $1,934.199~372.I 

expenseS: $1,834722.,932 

Paid Staff: 1 47~9$2 " 
. i 

Voluftt~ 224.750 

199'3 Expe~~itures 
.,' Piti: Reiationsf 

11rId~ 
.~, 1"

~~ 
~,.,. 

ill% 

http:ministrr.ln
http:Chariti.es
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jf\. cathalicChari~u USA

W199~ Survey Sum.~", 


Total se."eeI In 1991: 1--:--11--;....,...----......:..-1...
SOdal 5ervICes; , Emetgency services: 

. 3.8 mnli~n people ......._O_~"6_-_tnIIII_...o_n.....peo_._p_le .6.srl'if1i~.~ple: . 

To help people In nt!ed to gain $el'....uffldenc.y· 
. 13 mimon chlldren.and adolescents (17 and younger)

1.9 miUioft adults . ". 
507.800 elders (65 aqd older) 

Sodat support: 904A3O peQple 
.sQdal iUpport indudes d:ty care, rC$pit~ and hns:piQ!!care. .ad 
employmtltt ~ housing scarc:b services. 

Counseling~ 889.523 people 
CatholiiOuuitl(:$ agencies provide individual. family, m.irl~ 
and gwup counsdin~ as well as peer counseling. addiction ser.. 
vice:s, and £amily mediation. . 

SodalintJon and neighborhood suppott47S.181 
'Ibis c:atcgQq incllid($ youth and ndghborhood anters, chilo 
drm'~ 5Wu.m« amps and sports prosrunc. and!llenior a!DW'S. 

Eduaufon and famny support: 451.87G" 

This indacks &mily life andparenti,ng ecilKa.tion. maniage 

preparation. Hca<btut, literacy. and drug and akobo1 
awareness.. 

. RefugeeC'tllHtth::ment and fmmlsrotion:' :t2.8.t22 

Rt:.fug~ and immigrants re<:eiYc help witli fanUly 
reunificatioa; cd.ucatkln,lqal. and emploYment 
;eniccs;tQld~~, 

Pregnancy seMces: 'U5,83~', 
. ~woxnenand~ receive pre~ mdpost.. 
/ na~care. matdial ~ and housiq, 

" continuiDg eduCation. and pregnancy coumding. 
1D m&QY"*, their families and the babies' 
faA!:. - abo • 1...1WC;Ui ~""""t". 

Foster/Sfi"OUPhamf and ~dentiat care: 95.284 

Catbo~Owides agcDdc:i oau lo$tc:c horne CII.R 


for childrCn a:ad tcsidaltia1 treatment Cor 

troubled or abl.Lscd youth. Group homes o~ .. , 

nl,b~~t lor )'It)utb and eld<:n md . 
~withdisabilities. . " 

Houdng: 9\141 

Catho1ic c:hadtks provideJhelp to obtain loag:. 


, tt=r:Ul 10d&ia8 iA boues. ~ts. and siagle

room-oa:apmcy units. ~ prcni«d. spon~

toced. or ~ aboutl6pOO umU in 1993. 


Adoption senkes: 38,915 
Adoptive: hOMC$ w~e~ for 3,100 chiI.dr.m 

. indudingiMnts. l.3n spccial-n= clUl~ 
and 241 children from other countries. Also . 
included: s:e.rvl(e$ to adult adOptees. pre-adoption 
foster cue. .~d pon-adoption services. 

other: 44G.278 

FoocL shalt-..., ...Jt'bther-atsls ~ 
Includes moretharr'.7 rriIU~aall8tin~' 
~ servke:s: .S~1~1~ people 


Soup kitchens: 11,418,016 

Food banb: ' !3»701.263 

1.1 million redpiep.ts 'WUc: <:hiIdren. 

. SMtttm: 116..862 ~1e ;:'. . " . " .. 

Catholic; Cl2.ari.tiC5~geod~ o~shc1td.' to 
. dUld.rea ,and tanU.V-e$. battered women. ceniot 

citizill$, and Oth~'Who.att hom.eles.s. The 
n,umber ofmdt &ctopera~ grew from. 308 
in 1m to 363 in ~3. 

other emergency ~ces: 1,598.628 people 

Th.i.=; includec 5141254 children (17 and 

YOungCr}inearly q~thitdQI.IIle to CAtholic; 

Olatitics done..'ltbthc:r- serYk.(sUdudt 6:aan
cW and mMioal ~ and dotlaing; 

Treatment and spedlill serVtces. ,I 
AddictiOQ serviCes: 5.3,619 
Employment serrices: ;].9fO 
Olild darcan:: U,864 
HIV/AlOS seivices: 18,9Js . 
Intensive SCNkcs 

for nt-risk &.mi1ies 

In 1993. 272~702 people tontn~ tome -work of 

Carbolic; Olaritie$ agen~a a.n<J ~tutioG$ aero=- the 

country: , .' 

Paid stiff members ,,1.952 
VolWlteen 2]".750 

(Includes 6.111 colpor.tte ~membet$) 

i 

http:redpiep.ts

