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TOTAL CHILD SUPPORT COLLECTIONS 


fLORIDA 

. . 
.El:..2! 

2S2,472.760 2&9,976,326 327.296,405 374,014.543 407,000,000 

% Change 

61.2% 

.l .• " :,' 

TOTAL CHILD SUPPORT COLLECTIONS FROM INCOME TAX WITHHOLDING 

FLORIDA 31,568.502 30,689,126 33,879.364 39,302,426 47,924,516 

% Change 

S1.8% 
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NEW HIRE REPORTING PROGRAMS SHOW SUCCESS. 


Twenty-five states currently have new hire programs in place. New hire programs .enable states to 

locate delinquent parents very quickly through the receipt of employmeIit information. These 
.programs have led to striking improvements in locating parents who owe support and to dramatic 
increases in collections. The fol1owing are examples of state programs that are operating across the 
counoy: 

. '. 

Florida started its new hire program in January, 1995. In 1995. Florida's new hire reponing 
program resulted in over 8,000 matches for outstanding child support cases; the annual amount of 
,supyon owed under these cases is $15.2 million. An additional 50,000 matches were made for 
other child support-related activities, such as paternity establishment. 

Iowa implemented its Iiew hire program in January. 1994. The state estimates that it has added $5 
million to its collections for 1995 as a result of new hire reporting. 

Massachusetts began its program in March. 1993. Since March. 1993; the state has matched new 
hire information with 137,329 non-paying parents. The state estimates that in 1995, new hire 
information yielded $15.4 million in increased child support. saving an estimated $21.6 million from 
Vvelfare case closures. 

Missouri began its new hire program in August, 1994. Missouri estimates that the program 
collected $12 million in 1995. Over 10 percent of the 721,000 new hires reponed in 1995 owed 
child support or were wanted in paternity establishment cases. 

New York implemented its n~w hire program in April, 1996. Already, the state has processed 
404,000 new hire reportS (10,000-12.000 a day) with about a 7 percent match rate .. New York 
estimates that it will collect $14-$15 million annually as a result of the program. 

Virginia implemented its program in July, 1993. AS of December 1995t the state had matched 
almost 200,000 child' suppon cases through its new hire program and estimates that total collections. 
from these cases are in excess of $20 million. Of this, $7.2 million was used for welfare payment 
savings. In fact, the state estimates that total savings to the AFDC, Medicaid and Food Stamp 
programs from the new hire program equal over $1.2 million in monthly benefits. 

Washington implemented its new hire program on July I. 1990. New hire reporting is documented 
as the state's most cost effective child suppon enforcement tool. For. every dollar the state spends 
on irs new hire program, it gains .approximately $20 in child support collections. Washington 
collected $7.8 million in the first 18 months of its program, half of which was, used to decrease 
welfare payments and save taxpayers money. The state has reduced the time required to receive 
employment infonnation from 178 days to 43 days. Employers may report new hire information in 
a variety of ways -- computer diskettes, tapes. or by faxing reports to aspecial 800 toll-free line .. 

''-.,.. " ..../. 
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l3TH STORY ef Levell printed in FULL fermat. 

Cepyright 1996 PR 	 Newswire Asseciation, Inc. 
PR Newswire 

September l7, 1996, Tuesday 

SECTION: State and Regional News 

DISTRIBUTION: TO CITY EDITOR 

LENGTH: 343 werds 

HEADLINE': NFL Te'a'm's'And Florida Dept. of Revenue Kick Off 1 Den It Drep The B'a:ll' 
Campaign; New Child'Suppert Initiative Spetlights Parental Responsibility 

DATELINE: TALLAHASSEE, Fla., Sept. l7 

BODY: 
Florida's three National Feetball League teams jeined the Department of 

Revenue today to announce the start ef anew statewide public education campaign 
en child support enforcement that emphasizes the importance ef parents taking 
respensibility for their .children. 

The campaign features Jacksonville Jaguars offensive lineman Brian DeMarco; 
Miami Delphins safety Michael Stewart;. and Tampa Bay Buccaneers head coach Tony 
Dungy, quarterback Casey Welden and linebacker Hardy Nickerson. The children ef 
the, players and ,co.ach also. appear in the campaign, which will include statewide 
t.v. and radio public servic;:e announcements, billbeards, pesters and newspaper
ads. 	 . . 

\ 
\ 

The nDen' t Drop the Ball" campaign starts this week and will run cencurrentl~ . 
with the pre football season. It focuses on the respensibilities of being a ,k 
parent and previding for orie's childr~n, including paying child support. ~~ 

"Making sure our children get the financial support they need to' grow 
. 'and thrive is a cemmunity issue that can't be selved by gevernment action, II 

said Revenue Executive Director Larry Fuchs. "We are thrilled that Florida's 
pre foetball teams are willing to help fecus public attention on this 
criticalpreblem.II' 	 . 

DeMarco said that fatherheod is a responsibility he' takes 
seriously. IIObvieusly my children are impertant to me. I I,ve been in that 
situation before, grewing up with my parents being diverced, " he said. "I know 
hew impertant it is to' suppor't your child'ren and hew impertant it was for eur 
father to'· support us. Il ' 

The "Den't Drep the Ball" campaign is the DOR's-secend statewide'educational 
effort- involving the Child Support Enforcement Program and members of the 
Florida Associatien of Broadcasters, the Flerida Outdoor Advertising Association 
and the Florida Press Association. Last year the DOR launched a "Pay Up or. 
Walk" campaign that infermed the public of the state's ability to' suspend a 
persen's driver license if child suppert isn't paid. 
SOURCE State ef Flerida Department of Revenue 

CONTACT: Denna O'Neal, er Chuck Springsten,Florida Department ef Revenue, 
964-487-2426 
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72ND STORY of Levell printed in FULL format. 

Copyright 1996 Times Publishing Company 
St. Petersburg Times 

March 10, 1996, Sunday, 0 South Pinelias Edition 

SECTION: CITY & STATE; Pg. 1B 

DISTRIBUTION: CITY & STATE; METRO & STATEi. TAMPA & STATE 

LENGTH: 1065 words 

HEADLINE: Federal action taken against deadbeat parents 

BYLINE:. BROCE VIELMETTI 

DATELINE: TAMPA 

BODY: 

In the struggle to collect unpaid child support money, .states have tried 
contempt orders, statewide round-ups, even suspending drivers· licenses. 

Still, manY'parents manage to dodge their financial duties to their 

children. 


Now the cavalry is riding into the battle in the form of the U.S. Attorney's 
Office. Owing back support payments is no longer just a stigma or political 
liabilitYi it can be a federal offense, punishable by six months in prison and 
a fine. 

r
' President Clinton and Attorney General Janet Reno ha.ve de.clared enforcement 
a top priority I saying some $ 5-billion in unpaid support is at stake. But some 
judges already have thrown out the law that empowers the feds to go after 
non-paying parents, and it will probably take a Supreme Court review to settle 
the issue. .. r. 

Late in 1992, Congress gave federal prosecutors and the FBI authority to go 
after parents who owe $ 5,000 or more, haven't made a payment in at least a 
year and live in a different state from their children. Agents can chase them 
across state lines, wherever they go, unlike state enforcement authorities, 
who have to rely on cumbersome interstate agreements and the varying 
competence of their state-level peers.

Jt( In Tampa, Executive Assistant U.S. Attorney Wanda Heard has made Florida's
'l'- Middle District one of the busiest chasers of deadbeats in the nation. Heard, 

who pros'ecutes such cases for the entire 35-county district, said in the past 
15 months her office has brought in about S 200,000 in back support. 

, , 

Gregory King, a Justice Department spokesman in Washington, D.C., said Tampa 
is among the most aggressive and successful districts in the country. 
Nationwide, he said, convictions have resulted iri orders for more than $ 

1-million in overdue p'ayments. 
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Most of the non-paying parents decide to pay up rather than face a federal 
prosecution, Heard said. But in three cases, delinquent dads were arrested and 
charged. A federal magistrate in Orlando found one of them t a doctor living in 
Arizona, guilty and ordered him to pay $ 76 t OOO to his children living in 
Melbourne. 

John Kegel, a Texas truck driver, was charged with not paying $ 38,000 in 
child support since his Pasco County divorce in 1985. He has pleaded guilty. 
His ex-wif.e, Nancy Scott, said she had given up on her case until the feds 
stepped in. She said she is still not sure her daughter, now 18, will ever see 
any money~ 

"I don't have a whole lot of faith in that whole deal, but maybe it will 
work for som. other people," Scott said. uBecause many think if they leave the 

state, they're home free, and mostly they are." 

A third case with a local connection is that of Bekri Mohammad Nuru, whose 
ex-wife and children now live in Lut2 in Pasco County. But Nuru has challenged 
the Federal Child Support Recovery Act of 1992. His ·attorney, Assistant Public 
Defender Matthew Perry, seeks a .dismissal on the grounds the law violates the 
10th Amendment by unnecessarily wading into an area :already regulated by the 
states. ' 

While several judges and magistrates have upheld the law, three federal 
judges have thrown it out. The law, "sounds, walks and looks like a domestic 
relations statute and aims the central government down a slippery slope where 
it should not be," wrote a Texas federal judge in declaring the law 
unconstitutional. 

Perry also argues that the law cannot be supported by the Commerce Clause of 
the U.S. Constitution, because willfully failing to pay child support does not 
affect prices of goods in interstate commerce or the channels of such commerce. 

The government contends that unpaid support leaves some households on 

welfare, which affects interstate commerce because the costs of social 

programs are widespread. 


But, Perry says, if Congress relied on social and moral bases alone, nit 

would be hard to imagine any activity that Congr~ss could not, would, and 

should not. regulate. II 


Nuru's case is now pending before u.s. Dist+ict Judge Susan Bucklew of 

Tampa. Appeals in the other'two Middle District cases have raised the same 

argument. 


Heard and defense attorneys expect one of the cases will wind up. in the u.s. 
Supreme Court fairly quickly. 

"Like any new statute, there are constitutional challenges," Heard said.' 

"This has been no different. In fact, we'd like to get some good law." 


Nuru and Marilou Nuru were married in 1978 in Kenya. They divorced in 
Missouri 10 years later. Nuru was ordered to pay $ 200 a week in child 

support. He remarried in 1987. 
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According to court,records, Nuru' earned $' 4,000 a month as an insurance 
agent in Kansas City, then.briefly ran a restaurant in Atlanta.. After it 
failed, he was rehired by his old insurance company to work in Georgia. 

. . . . . 

Marilou caught up with him there. In 1991, under the Uniform Reciprocal 
Child Support Act, a Georgia court entered another order against Nuru. 

But around 1993, Nuru left ·Georgia for Washington, D.C., where he has been 
"living with friends" and running a newsstand, according to records. 

Heard said federal prosecution is made for people like Nuru who move from 
state to state whenever an enforcement order or wage garnishment comes down. 

·According to records j Nuru owes more than $ 14 1 000 ih support. 

So how does a frustrated parent get feder.al prosecutors' muscle behind their 
case? Don't call them directly, Heard warned. Virtually all her cases get 
referred from the local chilq support enforcement offices of the state 
Department of Revenue. . 

"We've got to show we've done everything possible," said Colleen Darlirigton, 
from the DOR's New Port Richey office. 

Heard usually sends a letter to the delinquent parent explainipg they might 
be charged with a federal crime, and that gets them to arrange payments, she 
said. But if she suspects the person might just move again, she offers no 
notice until FBI agents make an arrest. 

The Judicial Conference of the U.S., which represents the federal bench, 
opposed the Child Support Recovery Act when it was passed on concerns it would 
cause thousands more cases to flood into a court system already struggling to 
handle traditional federal crimes. 

That I S part of why Heard has filed formal charges in only thre.e cases. 
"Because the maximum penalty is only six months, I prefer not to clog the 
courts. " 

GRAPHIC: COLOR PHOTO, JIM STEM; Wanda Heard 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: March 12, 1996 

http:feder.al
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87TH STORY of Levell printed in FULL format. 

Copyright 1996 Times Publishing Company
St. Petersburg Times· . 

January 6, 1996, Saturday, City Edition 

SECTION: TAMPA BAY AND STATE; Pg,. 5B 

DISTRIBUTION: TAMPA BAY AND STATEj TAMPA TODAY 

LENGTH: 490 words 

HEADLINE: Threat of jail unlocked late child support 

SOURCE: Compiled from Staff and Wire Reports 

DAT~LINE: TALLAHASSEE 

BODY: 

The prospect of jail helped the state collect more than $ l-million last year 
from parents who had refused to make child support payments, the Florida 
Department o~ Revenue announced Friday. 

In separate statewide sweeps held in Marchand November,' law authorities 
ariested 1,929 parents. and collected $ 1,011,954 from them. 
I .. . . 

'~ The money came from "purges" '- an amount set by a judge that must be paid 
jbefore the delinquent parent is released from jail. That amount 9an be the 
I total owed or an amount the judge believes shows a good-faith effort to pay
\ .verdue child support. ... . 

The average purge paid during the sweeps was $ 524.60. Most of those 
arrested were fathers. 

Both sweeps were part of "Operation .Non-Support," a joint project of the ~Florida Sheriffs Association Task Force, headed by Pinellas County Sheriff 
EverettRice 1 . and the Department of Revenue. . ' , 

"There are several thousand parents scattered across Florida who are still 
in arrears·on their child support, II Rice said~ "When the identity of those 
individuals comes to the attention of the Depar.tmentof Revenue and the 
sheriffs of Florida, we will.get no joy from taking. them into custody.1I 

Rice said parents 'delinqueht on their child support payments should pay up 
now. "That way they can avoid the risk of becoming one of the statistics in 
our next statewide roundup," he said. 

In the March sweep, 882 parents were arrested and $ 492,69i in child support 
payments was collected. In the November sweep, 1,047 child support violators 
were arrested and $ 519,263. was collected. 

The unannounced sweeps utilized deputies, some of them working, undercover, 
from the state's 67 counties. Deputies arrested some parents at work while 
others were arrested at ho~e. One parent was taken into custody while taking 

http:custody.1I


8 

10/22196 rUE· 14:43 F.U 2026905673 DHHS/ASPA . ~OO9 

PAGE 
St. Petersburg Times, January b, 1996 

a shower and another was found hiding in a.closet. 

Revenue officials have begun using a variety.of tools to increase child 

support payments. 


Last February, the depar:tment launched a "Pay Up or Walk" campaign to let ,). 
deadbeats know their drivers' licenses could be suspended for failure tO,pay 
child support. ' , '~ 

In November,' the 'department made public a list of nearly 10,000 child 

supppr:t:; v~9~lat9;r;s:~h9 ha~~ I t paid a dime in several months. ' 
 .. " , 

But most newspapers throughout the state declined to print the list after 

state officials said it contained only a small percentage of those who owe 

child support and might not be accurate. " 


In December, Revenue began intercepting auto impact fee refunds from 

delinquept parents; 


During the state IS 1994-95 fiscal year,' the Revenue Department increased 
child support collections by 12 percent over the previous year to a total of $ 

440.1-million. 

Revenue took over the child enforcement program from the Department of 

Health and Rehab'ilitative Services in 1994.·. . 


- Information from the Associated Press and Times files was used in this 
report. 

GRAPHIG; BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO; Pinellas Sheriff Everett Rice, (ran TAMPA BAY & 
STATE) 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: January 8, 199b 
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T.V~ script·- Brian DeMarCo 

Jadaonville Jaguan 


iadsUp 
music llntU7 

I'm Brian DeMarco, starting tight.guard for the 1acksonville Jaguars. 

Being an ofFensive lineman in the NFL is a big responsibilitY. But providing for your children is an 
even bigger respon.si.bility~ :. . 

Youdon.'t get a time out when it ~mes to paying child filPport. That money can make a biS 

ditferen~ inyouf thlld's lif'e. " 


·With your f;biidreQ, there'l :1,\0 p_ for hol~ but there ~ penalties Cor not paying child 
~upport. Support your. cbikiren! . " 

cut to: graphic. . 
v/o QnnQun",,:· 

ProViding for your Cluidren isn~t just the right thing to do.....It's the law. 
,Don't drop the ball...;Suppon your children. . , 

, . , 
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GUARD 
Helgl'lt: 5-1 
Weight: 322 , 

College: Michigan Stale ' 

'Bj~date: April 9, 1972 ' 
Bir1hpJace: Berea. Ohio , 
How Acquired: 2nd ROlolnd of 
1995 Draft 
NFL. Experience; 2nd Year 

GAMES PLAYEDJSTaIifT£D: 199$ ('Sf' 8), 

IiIRO; Seamd-yea, Slatter 

...mo it l'I'IiI)yillg 10 riQht guard 

der lilartin; ell 15 gllNl ar 

tlglIl t'~1e lIS a rookie in 19i!! 

,.. SeOOt\Cl-rowl'I\f \frill cholc:e 

who "lI'Ids 01/1 ... IVn tlloc:'"
,f ... ImptO'lad conlliliferatlly 

olter !!Ie COUrsll of hiS rookie 

season ... Wil 11'1. NCOI"II1 of 

two aeconckoulld araff Ch*" 


, ., lrl '95 .., 1 •• SIaI"(8d at 
• right, ,**,e for aU 21 games, 

illCllldiltg •• rive ~.OII gam" '" Was the OIl!)' Jaglol1.tS rookie 10 
Slalt I'<!8IY gome ... Mlsead leI$ 1Il1l'! mil QUil"t8r5 ot aCllon all ". 
SOli (foUl'll1 quarter of rill 'Ilion opener.tlc! I)il.ns CIt t.IIC others 
beca",••oIl'Ion-a.rious [nJurles) ... Fac:ed Green Bay's AlI,Pro Rlggie 
White in only l:Ii, 'fourt" iii"" ••• pro, and lo[er in the season went 
uo ag,in.t F'iltstlurs;"'s I<evln Grealle and Clewllln'01', ROO Bumd 
I'Nlce ... Wall sele,led "GI'1ij wllh eM, Hudson ,Wilh choices Clbt:aiMCS 
from IIIe New YCII'k JelS in excl'lange lor PIe Jaguars' MConcS-lOUC'Id 
cheica (No. 33), ... eighth offen'llw, 3,kle drll\ea and Itte 10\h offen

, si"~ liM,"-lI. m. ,4OlPI ptayer ldecled O'II8fad. 

COLLECE; t.li$iiYI dl'ive b1(lc1(er who specializecl in run bloc:IdnO " 
MiGhigin Slate ... Flrsloflatn CllKh~,1I'1d 31G0I'Id-lQlft All-Big Ten 
Conferen;e seledion In 18S4 It right _Ie ... Leader of al'l axpet1
enced ItGnt w,'1 that led, !he way COl M'.;higWl Stat,'. l\CMing dar:Ic 
lhll averagecl17U YIrdI ~ game , .. Started every ~e al right' 
tedde.in 1t93, .. tile "'11'11 generaled mO$I of ir.i ~5,. y," PI' 
game : .. StaI'!.d Ihe tit.t,;. III'INS II right raekle in 1982 but sull.red, 
rib ,nel back inJurias W tl'liSied two game.s .. , II&h"abl, ru,IVt II II 

-,backup iI'I '991 ana WI' re<l,hll'led IS a freshman il't 1990 .;. Mlijored 
ift cnn,inal justice. ' 

"PERSONAL.: Merrieo (Viti,.,.) witll two' scns, VIIIe;nt (7/17/92) an,d 
Ztllery " 1/2194) ... Livu in ~onville ... P..~d. AlI-A"'lrlce., and' 
AI.I-Sl.a~ first-teem sel~1lo1'l11 A~i"l King HIgtl In lorain, Ohio ,.. ' 
SelllClt.:l Ohio" Oivision I Unernan 01 !he Year 1$ I _or .._Avill 
welglluiM,. berICI't-pre3Si!lg 430 ;o",~ 1I11!lh 31 rep. -' 22' ;oundl 
and a 7:iQ·POl.lnd $qllat ... IS lCIIve visiling IgCBI elemental)' scl'Iool8 
.,,11 hospitals MhiS 4PVI'l ... Along wllh will vAlh end Tony and 
AIlgi 805810 CO-ho.1fl • fundraiaer for !.I'le Ivnerican Hean 

'Association :., Full name: Iriall 'T11c.lI'llN OeMa",o. ' 

WHATTHET ;AV A.OUT aSUAN DeMARCO 

"We rell'\illds ine 01 me wnen I C""t into fie lee;ue - 6 .bIg, bt.ltly kict. 

~e rei., Otll\it '""11th IlICIlougMns." , 


- Jagua/t' eenter Cave WideN 

'.' 

- ..' 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 

DEPARTMENT OF 'REVENUE 
TALLAHASSEE. FLOW" 32399~100 

Genera' T.. AdmillhJ\'l'lItion 
e"i1d Sl.ippo'~ EftforCI",erit 

L. lot Fuc:nc Sept. 17, 1996 
Pro".rty Tax Admi"iatr.~o" 
Adminiltriltivl: Services 

E~~uti\l. Oirector, I"formation, Service' 

,FOR,MORE INFORMATION: ' 
DONNA O'NEAL/CHUCK SPRINGSTON 
(904) 487·2426 

NFL TEAMSAND'DOR KICK OFF 'DON'T DROP THE BALL' CAMPAIGN 
NEW CHaD SUPPORT INITIATIVE SPOTLIGBTS PARENTAL RESPONSmlLITY 

. F1orida's three National Football League teams joined the DepartmeDt'ofRevenue tO,day 
to announce the start ofa new statewide publio education campaign on child support enforcement 

, that emphasizes the importance ofparents taking r~sponsibility for their children. 

The campaign featureslacksonville Jaguars offensive lineman Brian DeMarco; Miami 
Dolphins safety Micha.el Stewart; and Tampa Bay.Buccaneers head coach Tony Dungy, 

"	quart~back Casey Weldon and linebacker Hirdy Nickerson. T~e children ofthe players and 
coach also appear in the campaign, which will, include statewide t.v, and radio ,public service 
announcements, billboards, posters and newspaper ads. 

The "Don't Drop ,the Ball" campaign starts' this week and Will run co~currently With the 
pro football season. It focuses on the responsibilities ofbeing a parent and providing for one's 

. children, includingp&ying child support. . 

. ''Making,sure our children get the financial support they need to grow and thrive isa' 
community issue that can't be solved by government action," said Revenue EXecutive Director 
Lall)' Fuch~.· "We are thrilled that Florida'5pro football teams are Willing to help focus public 
attention on this critical problem." , 

. ' 	 , 

DeMarco said ihat &therhood is a responsibility he takes serio~lly:uObvious1y m.y 

children are important to me. I've been in that situation before, growing up with my parents being· 


,dIvorced," he said. "I know how important it is to support your children and how important it was 

for our father to suppon us." 

The "Don't Drop the Ball" campaign is the DOlrs second statewide educationaJ. effort 
, involvmg the Child Support :Enforcement Program and members of the Florida A$scciation of 

Broadcasters, the Florida Outdoor Advertising Association and the Florida Press Association. 
, Last year theDOR launched a "Pay Up or Walk" campaign that informed the public ofthe SUtc',S 
. ability to ~uspend a person'$ driver license if child ,support isn't paid. 

Copies of the t.v, scripts, and' binb~ard~ are attached. 

, , 
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"Don't Drop abe lall!" 9Y,JEtt tlllUIl 

Why i$ it lh:\t when yuu see a hi, hulking, NFL linC:l'l)an 
<Ioil'tg ~ PSA Ip\lbJic licmce ;ltIOUUnCCftlCllt) on ~tlcvilirm or 
radio, ir licem$ U, carry a ~ttongcr mess"t.: than ""hen a NIl-, 

,ni.n; Nil;:" wid@ receiver or even <I qU:ln,rbaek does thll MmC 

mt.:!I$age. '", ' , 
Arc li,lclUcn more bclil:v:Jhh: th:Jn runnIng b~ck.sl Afc we . 

anon; ~ntimid:ncd hy the 300'p()unders com(l1lred ttl the guys 
who c::an ru,v, ~.S ira the 40~ , , , 

Whlltever the rfolson, th:elpoinl couldn'c be driven hnrlle any 
, anon: emphatically rhltn by the'latest PSA meSSi\~C lb.:lt the 
" J3~u:lrs"l\r1all DeMarco h~5 durn:, f(lr th'e florialll)cp<lrtmene of . 

Rcvl:nuc.' Tl\e menage will be: aired,on l(ical television IIta· 
li')ll$, Iml lI11iC!UfI.: of DcMarcu hnldirig II itiutbaU and his rwO 
YOtllli sOll' :will b" $<:011 un 20 billboards lII'ounll the 
J:lcbonviUc area.., ' " . 

The hillbo:lld m8SSllg~ is/crystal cleat "Ooo't Drop the Ibll 
- Support 'tOtlf Children"! The television ICripr mat the 
'lCu'rs' second-year Stllfting guard recitc:slA, j\)$C it$ cxpUcu: 

"Bc~ng an offl!nlliv',e lineman in (he NfL is a'big resPOpsibil•. 
it}'. But pmvidift,l: for ynur'childrcn is an even biggerrespunsi
bility, You don't le( :i dm; QUt wh\:f\ i~ COJnI.:ll to llayinl: child 
SUl')&)l)rc. That oloney can makt a big dillecence in y('jUt child's 
life, With YOUf cbildren, d'uIC':', no penalty lot holdillg,' b\lt 
tbete art penalties. fOf not paying child IIUJlI)Qrt. Support your 
children!" . :.,' 

rOt 1)eM:ucll, it'S!,l mcssage,th~lr he. ba, experienced first 
. h#nd. He Gtt"'" up in It tough 5eeti~n of Clc:veland, one of,three 
childrel1, whQ, for thnno~r part, was raised by his mOther. Hi:> 
f:lthl~r5iml'I)'. wlll~cll :1)"4)- from (alllil~ life whcn 9~M.rc:tl 
w:\~lluS1: entering hlli teehlg~ years: . ',' .' . 

'fit was e;iCtrcmcly difficult lot ,11$ to i\lrviw," he rl:ClllJs, 
HEvtft[ually weloit'all our possessions, our hlNSC, everything. ' 
We wen: ftm;;ed il1to h;nm1l,tcy is there WilS no finllnti,d sur· 
p¢IC (;OM\ng frOtZ) "Y filch4~.III ' 

O~arco useiJ Iti•. footb",l talems to cam a scbol;ullhip at 
Mi(higiln Sttltt University where he marriellhill hign IIchool 
$'WCcthcarc, V8ne$~. foHowiru: !Iii sOI'homun: year. They 
had CIN<) SOIl!! while hi.: ",,;ali IItill 3n umJ~Igf'l\1 in colicite, 
rClIultil\g in som~ Iill:m~i.lly diffic~llt tirnc~.: ' 

Hllvitlli: survived tbro\lgh tholc toush '<lays how. 
l.:vcr, DeM;atc(J h.all now plt.:d~d.hiS :SuppOrt &1.> help 
end the rel't:m:d cycte that exis[8 ill·many blokeI" 
fnmily homes. ' , l " 

"Ear tot), nlany ladlt:rs a~ neglecting lh~lf nJl2ncilll' 
sUl,!"ort ttl chllir cllildrcn," he 5ai~, "1 don't under- '44 stand how 11 p2rent can just le2ve achild without any 
<)t very lh'tlc finOlncial'suppt.rr. " . 
, "We have IIJ create a chauge of over:t11 values 

. and morl\ls by i.lIthers Tiu.'l'e ts it vicicUI cycle 
thin existS when lathe~s don't llIklt Cue Clf their 
chl1drell, and thoI, kids grow up and don't lake 
C.:Ir<: nl their, kid.q, ttC., erc, That's ,what:I'm ~dl 
about right nuw, to ll\:alce SUI'C dU,t cycIcCloem'c 
rCf\Cat 1[~eUI It "'m1't ha)\DI.'Tl .In my family an~' 
I'll \lu ..,!1:1t I Clllt ttl .u:1Jl <lthcr$ ijyuid it <1$ well." 

Whllo Dejl.\'ITcll rl.:ccntly Clnt\()unccd hl~ Jlll.'\.Ixt: 
ttl ~UP1"lCt fhis cause, i'lmQD$ ,hos'c in ':ltten, I 
~hln\:1: was J:a&\lun.' uwner WayDIt. Weaver. H(; 
shored the Si1ai~ IIt10118 convictions mit' 
OeM.nco h1d p\lblicly Jlnno\1uced; having also 
ext>retlc:nc:cd the str\~l~ of gtowi~ up , 

, \ 

with a single r;tt'ene: , r.· . 
"1 cume freln a broken Ealnily. and lundclscM1U the iUlICS 


and d\~ hardships it \:fc:atCs Oil iI fam,tly, f( l!ilicJ y(C::IVCf. '-:rh~ 

Ilc~d·bcl1f fath~r$ n"'cll co u'l~'crlle;Jnd che n;$lmn*ibility th;tt 

R~1I along with this and )It'h.n the COftsc\lucnccs ;11\: If rhcy 

avuid ehild SUllpott. 'The mure ~'-'lIrcncss In:.11 can h..: C(C'II~'U, 

cspc:ci.dly with In .avocate like Bti;ln, who is ltuch " tole 

model, the mote help it witt he. . • 


"Uriiln speaks fNm the heltft when he talk!: :lbO\lt chis pro
jCCl. You cuuldn't fulve a bener spoke.~nl:tn than hhn.lc's a sdi

"OUli 111l/C, the SUlt¢ c;;,n'( l~gi$lat~ snit tilKeli "11anlllunicy 
invnlvlO)'lbcnt, l."VcryhodywcJrl(iil,l; t<J~ethcr' in die cOlllllluQity, 
m Stl!t tb~ out and s~llvc SOl1\~ uf tbl."IIc pmbleDlll. . 

"Tne'.J:I~u.ars have an ~we$om~ n;sponslbility in che (1.111\. 

munity iG terrn~ of who we are and how wt can i'l'psct.buch 
cetlnolllic'and1social change.'Wt tak6 this responsibility very 
IIcrio\\sly." 

, The Miami OolpMl'IlI ancl''ralllpa Bay 8\lcc:anl."i:r, hl!vc ;lllm 
lined Ul' play~s, ~,\d cu;u.:hes w1,0 ""ill ;appear ill;! nlltewiJ~ 
~mpaiin to gam cX[lGS\!1\: for the 1'roject. The .. Don't Drnl' ch~ 
!JaU" eampab:n will run f,;um':\:ITrclltly with lh.: NFL season, 

f'Making sure Qur ch.ildren get the finimc:iil) sllppon th.ey 
need to' grow and thrive, ls ;l cl>nnTtunity iaiue c1ur <:an't be 
solved by government action," said Departm,ent of Rev(.,'l\ue 
!xttutivc DirectOr Larry F~lch,. I'We are timll~d ,bac Brilln lind 
luhe! ml.mhersof Florid<'l's, Pfl.) f~otb(ln'tc;atds ate ".,illinlt Cn 
help focUlI puhllc utCntiull,on this critical problem." . 

S~eQcl any (illle with OeMurCo away from tfle loncl\;11l fidd 
and it's casy Jtl 1It.'C rh3t Vlln~$;la ;!nll his cw<) :;l1O', Vialcl:m (41 . 
aml~keIYI11l<1r,' '~Onth) f.ate su m\\(;h higher th:ll\ fuutblll 
<.In hIS l:adder of lde's Impurtarljt n13UCCS. . '. ,J 

liMy kids are my world, they mCiln everything, to mc:' 
OeMacco empbati,ally lItllted. "No(hing else really .atartcrs 
except for fliNe IWO lietle guys, foot\.'lall isla glll1'\C an~l it', )\ 
big thint ~\ltit~'JDot lif~.lt's It ph.asl: of my life I'm thoroughly 

, . enjoying, bur ir', \'lOt Ill)' life. Football III 
my joh - my family is my lilo," . 
" RC~$ 6-fuor-6.il1cncs, 321 I,<wnds 
antl be can gCIc;h~kl:~ t'" within II:C· 
ond$ when h-e r:llks ahom cbc vahle, 
and imporunct ot family life, The 
}agu14t8 and the: Depanment of 
Revemie hat', themselves a Wil1nt!r, 

a bellevablu winnql. botb on and 
ofI· the field, in 'DeMarco. 

Lqt'll bop( his nleSS3t,;e 
h~s an cHect 01\ thl; 

I hO\l~ilnd, of nc,,
liJ;eiu dead·beae 
dad:! ,hrou.fl.· 

, o\,\t the state 
of Florida 

andtherrm 
of thl: 

~{),l,lntr~ '. 

http:finOlncial'suppt.rr
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CHILD SUPPORT VIOLATORS .ADDED TO STATE CRIME DATABASE. ,~ 

, For the first time ever, tho names offlorida's "most wanted" deadbeats ... people with 
civii arrest orders for skipping out on their child support 'paymenti •• are b~ing put on a ~,atewide 
crime computer tracking systel'l\ furt~er tipteningthe noose around deadbeat parents. 

The computerized ,data ba.~ enabiei law enforcement oftjc;ers doing routine ba~kgro\lnd 
checks for traffic stops or other reason~ to'identify and immediately arrest child :!'upport violators 
an)'Whei~ around the state, no matter which county issued the "writ of bodily attachP'lent" order. 

"This new initiative alteady is proving to be a Cormidable weapon for tracking down ' 

deadbeat parents on thenll1 .. e~en ifthey skip across the state," said Department ofRevenue 

ExeCutive Director LanyFuchs ... Let me say this loud and clear: ifyolt don't pay your child 

'support, there is ,nowhere to hide and you reAll)' are going to jail.U 

, Under a new law that took effect ~.t,'the name, of4.050 child SUPP()rt"v;oJators are 
geing pla~ on the Florida Crime IntormBtion Center (FCIC): The FCIC is a statewide criminal 
data base maintained by the Florida Department of Law Bnforcement and used bylaw 

. enforCement officers around the state: .' . , 
. . . .' , 

. The Florida Sheriffs Ass.ociation an~ th~ Florida D,plJ1ment ofRevenue tOday made 

.public a c;ounty-by-c:ounty listing oflhe violators and I. toll-free number for citizens to c:aJl with 

tips .on thewhereabouts ofthese "wanted", individuals. 


. ' 

.. :: (MORl) 



'nOR Child SUpport Enforcement Initiatives 1295-1926 

,1. Driver license, suspcmsionsf'Pay Up or Walk" Campaign 
Deadbeat parents were V4med during a ~pring 1995 statewide media campaign that the state 

can suspend driver.1icenses for failure to pay child support. More the.n S1.3 million in child support 
waS col1ected during the first year from people who paid to avoid losing their }ic~nses. 

, ' 

2. Arrest Sweeps, ' 
, 'Florida's sheriffs. working with DoR,initiated 'CWo surprise arrest sweeps in March 1995 'and 
November 1995, resulting in the arrest ofolll'ly2,000 ;hi~d support violators and the coUeclionoC 
nlore than $1 million in,child support. Future sweeps are in the works. 

,3. Impact Pee Intercepts ' , 
The DOR deducted past-due child suppc~ obligations Crom refunds ofa $295 auto impact 

, fcc that the Florida. Supreme CQurt'overturned. By comparing the names of'drivers due auto refunds 
with people who owed back-due child, s:uppon, in December 1995 the state intercepted more than 
$387..000 for 1,670 child support clients. A aecond intercept is under way f9r drivers who paid the 

, impact fee but initially did not set a re~nd." ' 

4. Privatization of Collections 
In J~nuary' 1996 the DOR contracted ,with two private companies to handJe location and 

collectionactivitics for about 102,000 oftbe state's most difficult cases. So far, this public-private 
partnership hilS resulted in mare ~,$14 miDion ~nected .for the children at ,a rate ofreturn ofnearly 

, $6,(or fNery $1 invested. The vendor fees are paid. from fed~ra1 funds, not crutd support collections, 
, according to a formula based on "'ow much, support the vendors collect., 

S. Bank Assets ., , 

, The 1996 Legislature gave DOR. the authority to :;eize certain assets ofindividuals in ord~r 
'to coUect back-due child support. The law allows OOR. to levy against personal property and credits, . 
excluding wages, and ifltercept payments tcr:srate contrac:tors who are behind on their child iupport. 
The DOR has had similar, authority to coUect' against back-due taxes; the new law expands that 

, . authority to include child support cases. ' .. 

6. State crime computer, . . . 
Starting Oct.. 1, 1996. the names ofall 'clUld. support violators witn arrest warrants wilt be 

placed on Florida's Crime Information Center network, a stateWide criminal database used by law 
eNon:emcnt officers. This wiD enable any Jaw enfottement otBcer.• during routine backgrc:h,md checks 
on traffic stop's or other activities; io instantly identify people with arrest warrants for nonpayment 
ofchild support -- even ifthe waiTant Was isSued in a ditferent county from where the violator is now 
liv~ng. 



.,..... w ..._~ 

In addition to relelsina the names ofviolators, officials' announced the results ofa third 
stateWide ami$t sweep that Florida's sheriffs coRctucted over the summer in preparation for the , . 
Oct. 1 implementation orthe crime data base law. "Operation Non.Suppo" nr' resulted in 3~302 , 
arrests and 52,065,722 in child support ~nected from deadbeats &5, their tIcket ()~t ofj.ait Their 
names will not'be put on'the crime network unless they fail to stan paying their chiJd support 
regularly and 'more arrest orders are issued. ' 

Child support enforcers already are reapins benefits from ,the new law. In the p~t two 
weeks, 160 child support violaton haye b~ arrested .... including an arrest in Orange County that 
occurred less than a half hour .after the law to,ok effect. The arrests include: 

• Daniel Aggar, 29, who was picked up by Orange County Sheriff's deputies during I,.' 
routine traffic stop at 12:28 a.m. on the day the.Jaw took effecl. Aggar, who somelimes works at 
pizza restaurants and lounges, was booked into the Orange CountyJail. He owes more than 
S13,O.oo in back..due child support and had been wanted by authorities since last March. 

,. Leandris Danieis, a 42-year..old day laborer~ was arrested last week when he walked into 
the Daytona Beach Polite Department to report that he had been the victim ofa battery. ,When 
officers ran his name on th~ state (;:rime 'computer, they found that he (')wes more than S16,000 in 
baek-:duc child support and had been wanted for'more than two years, Authorities had never been· 
able to find Daniels because he. C()nstantly hopped from job to job, does not have ,8 current driver 
licenso lind does not' ha.ve, any vehicles resistered under his name.' Daniels was booked into' the 

. Volusia County Jail. ' .. . 

, '., Walter J. liarril, 45. a self-employed pastor from Oviedo~ was arr~stcd Oct. 3 ,after he 
was in a car accident. An Oviedo police officer who worked the accident ran a check on the crime 
cornputer and discovered that Harris was wanted since last August for l1lore than' $S,OOO in bac1c
due child support for two separate cases, After beiRa treated for minor injuries ata local hospital. ' 

. Harris was boo~ed into the Seminole County Jail. ' 

• Jason Hamm, 23. ocCupation unknown, ofPunta Gorda. was arrested at a residence last 
'week when law enforcement officials in DeLand responded to a fight. They thargedHamm with 
battery and found after running his,'name through the' crime computer that he was,wanted for 
violating probation on a dNa charge and for owing more tllan Sl 5,800 on two child support cases 
in SarClsota and Charlotte ~unties. Arrest orders for the child SUpp(lrt debts had been is!£ued 
earlier this year. 

Fuchs announ~ed that 'the florida Sheriffs Association, in coopcrati(.\R with the Revenue 
Depanmel',lt. is operating a toll·free telephone number (1.800-950.9159) for titizens to report tips 
on the wher~bouts ofchild support violators liSted on the crime network. In addition. the· 
Depanmeilt ofRevenue plans to put the names of the ,violators on the agency's Internet horne 
page, Internet users can type hup:lIsun6.dms.state.f1.usldor/revenue.html to access the DOR 
home page. . ' . . 
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