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CASA snJDY FINDS THAT MORE THAN OHE IN EVERY FOUR, ~"MII980

.'W"'8OIO 
. 	 WELFARE REcIPIENTS ABUSE ALCOHOL AND DRUGS 

a...ItI{~ 


~ A. c.arc.:.1r. Washlngtcn, De....The CenUar on Addiction and SUbstanCI8 Abuse at 

a.rn-AIi,......, Columbia ~. (CASA) ralaaswt 8 Rtudy tcc::isv showing:1hst mora 

.1_B.:IIuIV . ·Ilen 1 millen wcft1an (In welfare-one.., .f!NOfy fcur of the .4.2' million 

aeu,1"anI women who recefve AId for Dependent ChUdnm (the federaJ.smta welfare .':·UO..A. ........ 

......c........ prognun)-,bcg Or are addiCted to atoonol and drugs and tnat ~_. 

0aukl"1fsDMb . ~ an _Fate ere three times as liI!!!Y. to be addiotad to or abuaa EIIt:OhoI
I..s.JIe 0. LdIII. ok.. MoD. . and drugs 8s m~ whO are not ~ 'Welfare.' .-" • ....1IdT......... 1'bD.. 
 -	 .
UiIMIoI~ Noe 
J. JIiIIII pep .ald,Jr. The 'CASA ~ b.Jnd 1I'UIt at leaSt 37 pareenr of wcman On weffara
a-.~1'IoA 
YIINel P. ScImUwf Petween ttw ageS Of]8 ana 24=thiJmWP ~Jjl.]9.b tfiiing~~' ~ 
,... Q. WdJI (ltS·SOll4) -:::r=by ~ anton AdmInistrationweJfare reform pIan-~~ , 

~ --to aICCilOi and dr'ugs._. . 	 -- .. 

S "The message:1s clear,· said~' A. Califano, -K•• ChaIrman arid 
PresIdent of the Center on Addiction and SUbstance AbuSe at Columbia' 
University. ·If~ AdminiStratlcn and COngress 81'8 aarloUsi about"ending 
welfare as we knOw 1l'1 1hen they must provide the funds neciel8SltY to 

.. 	 treat indWiJaIs wtth substance 8bu&e pi'obIetns. so 1hey can take 
advantage Of the ;8ducation snd jab training essential to get them off 'the 
Welfare ralls. ·0thBrwlse. Ike so many ~'etrcns at wefare 1'8fotm. the 
current IIlI8r11pt WID be lens or thetol1C s1d very IItII8 f8811tf.- . 

The CASA IItUdy also found that: 

" . 
.• 'Z1 percentiof welfare mo1hers abuse or are addicted to 
alcohol and dr:ug$. compared to 9 petCBtlt 01 mathars nat receiving . 

lla- . , , 	 .wenan:J. :" " , 
I 

• Z1 percent~of women on welf8re ~uSe tJr are addiCted to 
alcohol, mariji.Iana and cocaine, compared to 14 perCeiIt of 
women not o;i welfare. . 

http:c.arc.:.1r
http:a.m.,.Juna:.27
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.' 
.,SO' percent at ytomen on weIfarB &mOke, compared to 29 percent 
of woman not on:we1fare. " , ' , ' , 

SUbStBnC8 ab" is a major impSdJment to !he Job readiness of'matIy 
waIar8 recipients, aoCording tgthe CASA report. '111e report oonIim'Is 

1he findings of a stUciy of 25 ¥IeIf8r8 offices by the 1nsC**A General of 

the DeparIment of Health and HLI'I'Ian ServIces. v.11ich conCluded that 

albstance abuse ...major obstacle " weIfara rec:iplantl ccmpIeting 

job training and getting Off the W8ffIn raIs. 

, . 
In 8Cfdtion. U.;CASA study ravaaIa 1tIe high cost and pervasiveness , 

of dnJg lind aiCOI"IOI abuae III'1d addiction among pregnant WOI'rIa1 ' , 
, .. pubic asiiSt...ce: ' , ,I'8CEIMI1Q . '; , 

, ' 

• MedIcaJd ~ hospital axpenditUras for bith ~Cdans 
, aarIbutabIe to 8tIbstlI1ce abu8a ..a ~,may reach ~ bIIan ,in " 

1994, abOut 10 pel'C8tll at all MecIcaId Inpatient hospital costa. 

• The CCISt of .;.;n; for • drug end ~osod, child from birth 
10 the 18th birthday can be .. much 89 S750.0Xl for medical care,


ciaI educatiOn and aaclaI St!II'Vloes. ' ,
ape . 

• Based on ~ taken in two smtes, It is 8S1imat8d that fourteen 
, percent of pregnant,wOmen on pubic assistance in CIIiomia .,-.d 11 

perasnt of pregnant women receiving Medicaid in South ceroIna ...

c.ccaino. ' 

, ' 

I 

" The Canter's study was Conduct8d under the cIitediGn of Jaffrey c. 

'Marl. VIce PreskJ8rlt for Policy and RMearcn. ' 


The Centar on :ACldlCIiOn and SUbs1anCe Abuse at Cotumbia 
,University is the ~ national organization: that brings together under one 
rggf all professionil,~ nlillclad to Study and cambat all types at 
substance ablile .18gai drugs. pWs. alcohol and tabacen as they affeet 
all aspeetI of sociIrty. The Cem8r's 90*, we: 10 inform the Anwica, 
peapIe of the sociII and eeanamIc cast of substaa ICe abuse &neI1ts, 

, Impact en their m.a: to identify what prMntion and traatmant, 
pragaans work. b' wham .-.:I1.I'1CIer what ~ ancJ to 
encourage ~'Md ins1ilution8 10 take rasponslblty1a prev8I'1C 
...a combal SUb&1ance abuse. The C8tr1er on AcICiCtiOn and SUtastance 
Abuse at'~ Univarslty is n8ither affiIiatad With. nor sponsared by, 
the NatIonal Ccut:~ Special AdYccata A£.sociation, (also known 
.. -cASA1 or any d Its'member organil'aticns, or any othtir organization 
with the name or IICIDIIYI11'''CASN. 

, ' 

/1#., 
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FACT SHEET: SSI BENEFITS FOR ALCOHOLICSIDRUG ADDICTS 
I 	 , 

On Tuesday night, February 8, 1994, the NBC program Dateline ran a segment about benefits being 
paid to alcoholics and drug abusers through the Social Security Administration's disability program. 
The Washington Post ran a story on this topic on February 7, 1994. Below are some key facts 
regarding this issue. 	 . ." 

THE PROBLEM: 

I
• 	 Supplemental Security Income (SS1) benefits for drug addicts and alcoholics are 

mandated by statute. I, 

Since Congressional enaCtment in 1972, individuals have recei'led SSI benefits fOT 

disabling conditions that will last at least 12 months and wiH keep them from 
working. Drug addiction and alcoholism are included. 

Current law requires substance-addicted SSI recipients to accept treatment and that'" 
their benefitbe paid to a legal guardian or "representative payee." However, it it 
often difficult to find decent representatives, or any representatives at all, for some ' 
SSl recipients. , 

, 
I 

Recent reports have indicated that some SSI recipients addicted to drugs and alcohol'" 
may use benefits to sustain their habits. This iS,a seriouscoacern. . 

THE RESPONSE: 

'" 	 The Social Security Adminis~tion (SSA) has already improved its referrals to 
treatment programs and its monit~ring systems. 

In October, 1993, SSA' had referral, and monitoring contracts in only 18 states. 
Today, such systems are in pl~ in,33 states and the District of Columbia. By the 
end of FY 1995, all states willI be involved, These new contracts will require 
recipients to undergo regular substance abuse testing. 

SSA is also working aggressively\ to find more and better representative payees. 
\ 

1ft The FY 1995 Budget reflects adetenninationtosolve this problem. 

The FY 1995 budget ,requests $36 million for referral and monitoring activitjes, an 
80% increase from the FY 1994 level, and an 800% increase over the Bosh 
Administration figure of $4 miilion in FY 1993. 

* 	 The FY 1995 budget also requests $345 million for the treatment of hard--core drug 
abusers. 

TIle Administration will work ,with Congress to make appropriate changes to the 
program. The public has a right to expect those disabled by substance addiction to 
take responsibility for themselves, seek treatment and do aU they can to cure 
themselves of their addiction. 
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1994 NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL STRATEGY 

• 	 The 1994 Strategy targets the problem of hardcore drug use and the violence that surrounds it. 
This is the heart of the Nation's current drug crisis. 

, 

- It proposes a new S3SS million treatment initiative to get 74,000 hardcore addicts off the 
street and into treatment where they belong. 

i 

- It calls for passage of a t<)ugb and smart crime bill that will help treat at least an additional 
64.000 addicts in the crlminhl justice system. 

- It calls for passage of the:Hea1th Security Act to make the fust-ever guarantee of drug 
treatment services available to the more than S8 million Americans who have no coverage at 
all for some time each year.: 

- The 	Strategy's goal: to reduce hardcore drug use by an average annual rate of 5%. 
j 	 ,+• 

• 	 The Strategy strengthens our drug prevention efforts and maintains the strong "no use'! 
message required to keep our kids from experimenting with drugs in the first place. 

- It proposes an increase of 5191 million in school-based drug and violence prevention - ­
Safe and Drug-Free Schools. ' .. 

- It rejects the legalization of illegal drugs as a potential answer to the drug problem. 

- It calls for a national meeting of substance abuse prevention experts to help tum around 
kids who have a new-found interest in certain illegal drugs. 

- The Strategy's goal: to reduce the number of casual drug users at an average annual rate of 
5%. 

• 	 The Strategy recognizes the need to empower communities with an integrated plan of 
education, prt;vention. treatment and law enforcement -- and explicitly rejects the false 
choice between law enforcement and treatment programs.

I 

- It proposes a dramatic itlcrease in community policing programs to help neighborhood 
residents take back their streets. 

, 

- The overall FY 9S budg~t proposes an increase' of more than 300% for state and local law 
enforcement. I, 

- The Strategy goes hand":'in-hand with the Administration's other community-based efforts 
-- such as National Service and Empowemicnr Zones and Enterprise Communities -- to 
ensure that crime, drugs ~d violence are addressed at the grass roots level. 

• 	 The Strategy expands our international drug control efforts by not s~mply waiting for drugs t( 
Come to our border, but by going right to the source countries where illegal drugs are 
produced. 
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TALKING POINTS ON 1994 DRUG STRATEGY 
. 	 . ! 

• 	 Today, the President and Lee Brown unveiled the Adrilinistration's 1994 Drug Strategy 
and the largest federal drug budget ever -- $13.2 billion. It's a realistic, balanced· 
strategy that -- after years of rhetoric - focuses on the most difficult facet of 
America's drug problem -- hardcore drug use. 

DEMANDING THAT HARDCPRE DRUG USERS BE TREATED 

• 	 .. Treating America's drug problem must stan with an aggressive effon to break. the 
cycle of hardcore drug use. 'li:us wonlt be easy, but we can't continue to ignore it. 
Hardcore drug users fuel the demand for drugs in this country and put the great strains 
on our society in the forms of; inacased crime and health costs, reduced productivity, 
homelessness, higher welfare Costs and more. 

• 	 Heavy drug users consume a majority of the nation's' illegal drug supply. Although 
hardcore users account for only about 20% of all cocaine users, they consume about 
two-thirds of the available cocaine. 

• 	 Most important, hardcore drug use is linked -- directly and indirectly -- to a 
disproportionate amount of ciime and violence. One study found that more than 50% 
of hardcore drug users not in treatment were engaged in recent illegal activity, and 
another study revealed that 53% of the murders in New York during a six-month 
period were drug-related. 

• 	 It makes sense to treat hardcore drug users. Not only have countless studies shown 
that drug treatment reduces criminality, but treatment also has been shown to save 
money_ According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, for every $1 spent on 
treatment, $7 is returned to SOCiety in the form of reduced public spending ($3) and 
increased productivity ($4). 

• 	 That's why the 1994 Strategy c:alls for $355 million to be spent on a new initiative to 
neat 74,000 hardcore drug users -- the largest such proposal to date. And tbatls why 
the 1994 drug strategy calls for passage of crime legislation that will treat at least an 
additional 64,000 hardcore lisers in the Criminal ju~tice system. 

• 	 If welre going to reduce the barm these addicts impose on society, we must 
demand that they get ofT the streets aDd into treatment -- andwe'U help them do 
tbat. But if bardcore useD dOD't get the message -- we'll use our courts, jails 
and prisons to make sure they do. 

SENDING A SIRONG, "NO US~I! MESSAGE TO OUR KIDS 
; 

• 	 After years of a general declin~ in casual drug use, recent surveys indicate that the use 
of certain drugs (marijuana~ LSD and inhalants) may be on the rise -- along with an 
increase in the feeling that:drugs arc "cool" and not that dangerous. We must let OUT 
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kids know that nothing could be further from the truth. Our kids must know, in no 
uncertain terms, that drugs are pot only dangerous _1. but illegal. 

• 	 Recent studies have also shown an ala.rmin.g level of violence in our schools and 
suggest that there is a strong link between kids who bring guns to school and drug 
use. Not only must our kids get a strong "no usc" message on drugs, but we must 
take the opportunity to tell them about the dangers of guns and gangs. too. 

• 	 To combat the increasing levels of drug use and violence in our schools, the Strategy 
redoubles in-school prevention efforts and proposes a $191 million increase in the 
Admjnistratipn's proposed Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communjties· Act. 

• 	 Increased funding is not enough. We must do everything we can to prevent crime, 
drug use and violence -- government can't solve this problem alone. Families must 
take responsibility for their children. Individuals need to take personal responsibility 
for their own actions. And cQmmunities need to challenge their citizens to stand up 
for common decency, and refuse to accept the unacceptable anymore. 

REJECTING mE FATSE CHOICE BETWEEN lAW ENFORCEME~ AND TREATMENT 

• 	 Although the 1994 Strategy places a new emphasis on reducing fhe demand for drugs, 
it does so witbout reducing OUI commitment to law enforcement. In fact, the Strategy 
includes a 4% increase in drug-related criminal justice expenditures -- and an overall 
increase;n anti-crime spending of 21 %, or $3.2 billion. 

• 	 The Administration's overall budget for crime also gets money to those on the front 
lines -- state and local enforcement. The FY 95 budget proposes increasing aid to 
state and loca11aw enforcement by more than 300%.: 

, 
• 	 The 1994 Strategy calls for improvement of our international drug control programs ­

- a controlled shift from a total emphasis on interdiction to a more balanced approach: 
working with source countries that have the political will to go after the kingpins and 
cartels who grew rich from supplying our people witbdrugs. The Strategy says we're 
not going to wait for you at the border, we're coming after you at the source. 

, 

MAKING THE TOUGH FUNDING CHOICES 

• 	 Despite tough fiscal times, the 1994 Strategy is backed by the necessary funds. It 
includes large increases for treatment of hardcore drug users (14.3%). increased drug 
education and prevention (28%). and efforts to target international drug trafficking 
organizations (21.7%). 

• 	 The FY 1995 budget demonstrated real fiscal discipline: it cut spending in 7 of the 14 
departments; cut more than 300 federal programs; and terminated more than 100 
programs. Still. the 1994 Strategy proPOSes the largest federal drug budget eyer - ­
increasing drug-related spenrljng by almost 9%. or more tban $1 billion. 


