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Welfare 

pl-ogt·am 

"Wol'Dlul1g, ' 

Sundquist 
reports 
1,826 off the dole; 
others work, train 

ny Ukhard tncK,r.r"1,. Commorclt:ll Appf'll'l/ 
Nos.hvlnc Bun:llu Chi!?T 

NAsnVIl,I.J.~ '-, Tnr:l YUIll11!.. 
a luothct" or two prr.t:"hOfllcrs 
who i~ enrolled in TelHleMf'e'~ 
welrare reform progr<lm, W<lS 

apprehensive wh'!n she heard 
of the biB changes pr.opm~ed for 
welfare nearly a year :)110. 

Government bureaucr;m: :rt11d 
politiciilns, she rea!'on(~d, 
cCiuldn't "k.now whl'lt we 
nceded. or WhCll w~s goinlt on 
in our lives," she ~aia Thurs
day. 

But now enrolled in ~ pr:('!
nur!i4ing program ;tr. V;)nderbilr 
University in conjunction with 
F:\Rtilies Fil'~t - the new.U:I(lle 
fur the "tate'!i incolllc ;)S5i~t
once welfat-e prn~ram .,-. 
YounG 88td slle hilS Il diiTel'ent 
view. "I fhink i,'!'i a ennd .!':1:'lI"t 
for people. Some people llee(!'8 
push_ Il's helping me," ~hc 
said. 

Young is onc of 12,6[1(1 hr.nus 
of weh"are househt.1ld!~. who 

signed Familie.s I;;'irsl "per~\llll)l 
responsibility cont,"~cts" in 
SepteJTlber - the Dro~nun's 
rirst month in oper~liol1 '-' ;mrJ 
is receiving job tfainiug :md 
working parr time. 

Gov. 0011 StlndtJlli~t ill\'iteu 
the Na5hvillc WOnHnl 10 his of
fice Thur~day to help him out
line thE: fir5t month'!\ r'e..o;ulrs t)f 
Families Fint. "What we found 
i~th:lt F:uuilit!5 l"ir!\t i~ work. 
iug exactly as we expected and 
intended," ,r.Oliu Sundqui.o;l, who 



unveiled thr. l."oConnr:; lase' r,io,. .~ vemher .ulli \YOI! hi,,'3rliriRn Iflg
isl:Jtive appn1v;a1 uf them last 
"prine·

The gO....l::l'llor·s "September
snapshot" shuws that 14,1\32 of 
Terlnessee'R, 90,:;2.1 WP.H;l(,4l 
cas!:!s :.- families ret:t!.ivilll~ 
pubHc ossistullce - w~r~ 
screened for participation in 
FnmiUes 'First during its' nut 

:, mouth. or those 14.432 htsust:
~'. h(ltds, 1,826 len the welfare 

..~ rOI;lmB~s~I:~~:~, ;::.::: 
'0' • 

!, >'1 ''c., 
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First 

'cund w{)rk thai pays Liem 
~nou~h tl1a[ they no longer" 

,::iJ • !t:iaI.:.ry, 695 who refused to sign 
-he persona! respor.s:ibiJiry C?D
racts now required ror ass!st
lnce.a:1d 881 who jl!SI Qutt 
.'eU's:::-e witbout e;(pjanation~, 

Sundquist "SOlie ~:1ei'rOSpect 
L going to work or into ::ram
c'.g' drove some j)eople off '.vel
':u".e, Mo~t of t..'lem are sin eli 
-j::'le foi food stamps and 
'er.nCare health insurance, 
nd Sundqllist said the srate 
;ill: se~d nurse~ to, ~hcir hO'!les 
;C:l2CI\: (In tlH~lI cmldren ai'~er 
::eir cash payments cee.se. . 
The state - Del?artment of 

fur.:.an Services IS phasing in . 
'amities First:e welfare reciD·-:"""'r< 
!~[5 ove!" a si-:<'mcnlh period 

-.. 	 i.e. :-he H.4.32 casas re'!iewed 

1 S.ap1embe:r repres€:lted the 

r'I!t group of e;].;ollees intro
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duced to the massive changes. 
B~r (he end of Feo:-'JaIj', 2.l1 en· 
roile€s should have undergone 
the S2..'lle screenings. 

3ut :t is the 12.606 families 
who, Like Young's, made the 
jiJrnp from AFDC to Families 

First that Suncctuist'said repre~ 


. se:n tbe success of the pro

gram. ,Of ,hose families: 

iI 2.282, or ·19 perc::mt. are. 
er:::.:;>!!)yed and wUl cO:1tir.ue ~o 
receive "transi tional assist 
iL1ce," iilc]uding their monthly 
:,ash gra:tts, child care, trans
portatior: and hEalth insurance 
for uo to 18 r.:lOoths. 

ill i,39 i. or 20 pe!'"ce.::u, are 
receiving Siate het> with job
seai:"Che.) . 

111,15-<:. or 13 percent, ace 
pgr~:c:pa[i.:lg iii a ~r::gr.a::! 
cilled Fr:sh Stan, a one-mooth 
cOL;rse that helps them pre
pared for jcb inte:--lie '.'IS. a.,d 
work skilis. 

II!I i12, "r S pe!'cent, .:l::"e as-
5:g!1.!d to 100 trajDing and part-
time wo:k ;,1!?grams, .. 

IIl:1~7. 0:' 10 percent. are 

cases still under slate review. 
• And aooot 4,200, or 33 per

ce:lt, are "safety :let'" cases ~ 
families exempled from the 
w'jrk and lratrl~og require
ments and 1S-::non~h enroU
ment limits beca':.lse either the 
head of household is disabled, 
or is i1 grandparer.t on Supple
mental Security Income caring· 
fOL" minor g:andc!:ildren. or is 
f'.lll·ti!ne caregiver fo:' disabled 
family members, 0= is function
all',' illiterate. 

.ems official:; acknowledged 
thai in aD)' mO!l~h. seme wel
f.ar~ ~ec~pients would routinely 
leave t~e •.....e!fare roU~ with or 
lNi;:nout Families First. 

Asst. DHS Ccm:n:.s.sioner 
Michael O'Han did sait , ho'w
e',/i:T, th~l Se?t'e!!:o.!;:- ")\·as t.."1e 
first September.in .5ve years :n 
whicb there was an ac:'.l!aI de
crease in fhe over-a!! welfare 
c:!5clo<!c· that :.s. more people 
left the rolls than jojne::!. There 
ware ;176 fewer t"ar.:Ues Oil 
welrare in Tennessee in Sep
temb~r ~~~n b Allgt::S:., he said. 

Work gets 143 in 

SheJby C~l 

The C:>mmercial Appeal welfare famili 
In addi:io 

One bu:,d:-ed forty-three asked that the 
women worked their way off be cut off be 
wetfare in Shelby Count)' dur either wt'rkin! 
ing September, the first month town (lr for 01 

cf Families Fi:'sr, tbe Tennes cording to Te 
see we!!are reform prolSram men~ of Hum 
designed io move the poor Crom ures released 
welfare tD 'work. , 

Of the She!!The work-'1:>ased program de· 
redpien\.S:sigiled ;0 trans form we!fa re 


!:-om 3 ~.ara:1tf:~d entitlement D Some 9,SC 

to a system or time-limited worx plans.. 

childzare, job trflining, educa- !115.S·:lQ are. 

noo, Q'ansponatJoD and olher ('";,,.--==== 

heip, also rerno-red 68 women· I 

from welfare roils for ref'..lsi..."1g II 

to sig;:: personal responsibility' , 

c.ontracts. 


... .. 
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Shelby ~ff welfare 

!Cly has 27,000 
es. 
n, 112 wo:nen 
ir welfare checks 
:ause they were 
~. mO'l';ng out of 
:her reasons, ac
nnessee Depart· 
3.3 Se.....k:es ng· 
:l'Js month, 

Iy Count'I AFDC 

being cared for b)' a relative c:
guardian who is !lot on welfare, 

• Some 4.000 ar~ ciisa':;led 0:

older than 60 and exe:np~ frox:-. 
~')e work ['e~uirement, 

• App ro:.c.:mat ely 2.600 aT:: 
enrolled lnJDBSWC.R~. ;. 
comprehensive job :.r2inin~ 

,program Jeft 	{roM earlie:.- we:· 
fare reform effox-..s. ' 

II Approxi:nately 6,200 par . 
e::ts work at least pa.""t ti"-e., 

(J ,will nol need ! ;1 
r:hi!Cren wb'J' ar~ 
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. ."\.:....,.·l '.. .., .It., _" i". ~t It, ,.J. .. '-, V V (.., - •J 

btl t' 11~IJ~(1. '·~v\r()_rl~: l()Ol11S 

, I 

'1') H~ !' F.N;'Jl.ll I.l~ rf;!,~pOI\:;(~ 1\1 
the I.'irRt month f)(" wctr;u'I;~ rd.'prlll , 
ill TClllle:;~{'(' i~ '.'!,O rill', ~:I! nO(ld, 
flur kf'cp yUill' 1'i'1/,;f:1':' 1,:l'lIsr.,·d:' 

(;ov. l)~ill SII)\ • .Iqui::;I. 1I\1~I,:,r·, 
.sli\!)IJahlv, IIII,th :\ 11\111"1.: f,~nlr.lI:;i:I:;' 
Ik appl;l~"dl. F;,II'lilkr. Iql':~I. ;t;' 

II U:" :;I,;,'l~~';. nJ!""1II ,,1 a il i:; c:l1 h,.I. 
i!~ hi~ Illilifllivl: l'l)d l:PII1'.lIJr::CI\IP~', 
:l lilll(I!:!1 {'or Ihf'! 11;:,I,iltlwl rt11Il'I" 
nwllt til "f~I\I,1 W(~lr;H'C ns W(~ I:.1lOy, 
it. .. 

HUI. nll(~ Ptl,mlh "ues WIt :\ folll.',· 

cnr,!' limite, 
/\nd Tm'a Y!lI"II~, :, I,h'i\'\lilli.· 

, 	(!!ll'lv ~!XHlIlplf:'. lJIII)' 11'1\ "II: n~i n'p 

n~selllativc Ill' wd{'arc uIIJlilcn; ,Ii~ 
rP.r()t,·nlt~rS WI,Hlhllil,c til Ihiplc, 

Vall1i1i~~~; ViJ'~;1. ir: "111:11111 111 P.II1 

illln I,It Ifkl,l\ I it'.":. ,Thl,! n;rnl'lH i~; 
~lill :)0 1':'(IH~I'illlt.!Ilt. ~;I.;)le oflki,I,I:: 
IWVf; to be sf:n5ilivc til etllll 

111~illl,~. (lllh,:lt f1.J Il~l'ilW1H.1 nml tll~I,I. 
knll'd hI :.tll dug \llllhkIlJ!\ :Il; \,hq' 
aril'f' , 
. ~illl~hJlrir.l IIIvil'",I.1 '{tHtIIl! In '.'il' 
\lrnCl~ lasl. wl'I~I{ to help hllli 

t"epor\ 'th:n "F;Ullilies Vinll i.:: 
WOrldHI~ e,'i.al:tly :IS V\'C f!xpcl;lt.~11 
and intended." His "~(~I,t(,lIlb(:I' 
snnp:;hnl" :.ll\.Iw~I.1 111;,11 17.,(iO\I 
heads of \lrclf<:ll'e hl'\I.:iChoIrJ:~ h:lw~ , 
~iI1.Jlr.d pp.Tr-onu\ \'(!$\H))lt:ihilil,! 
clHltracl~; wilh 11.11.\ $t<l\C. MO~I ;11'1;: 

rcceivint~ joh 'I'nin!,,/! 01' wor1;~nl~' 
or 'liJ(! :;I'II.(~'!, 9I,••5;,n \\,,,11;\1\" 

. ca~e:-., )1),'\.1) wct:e !l('.n~I.'I'(:rI \\"', 
\"amilk:; FiI·:;1. 1\1l1flnt~ IIII' I,: 
r;1\II:;: 1.H"(t 111/11:;(~ll1Jid:; Idl \lw 
wc1f;.'I"f1 "!lIb, illc\srrlill{!:l:';O \,Vll1l 
fOlI!)rj wOI'I< ntH.III(lI()lIr~C.l' l,jll:lliJ'\', 
Il~S wil(l rdll!;i;'ll f(, ~;ir~1I p.!n,I,ll1:,1 
n~~\IH1l\5ihilil.y r.nllll"\I;{:; :t,1II1 gH~ 
'who quil withulIl ('~pl;"';,lUr.IIJ. . 

I:~\'cil [(,11', lllCll;n WhlI t'e.i\~!"It:d 
1,.. ~\;t1inn .... t .... ..... ~ ••• ~ .f 

,I,o'aluil,ies nr:,t. TJ\t~y w"iH· reCdVl! 

I:lli It,I t':llre. I nU1RJU)r1:J I jlln, monl.h
Iv .;m;\I 1,~I:!\lI1'~, Iw;\lIh iI1S'l1nlllcr~) 
1,:rll1l1M~liI'm ;md 1r;,i,njIlJ~ ror up to 
U'l IlIonl lis. , , 

'l'I,III11I~, II,c 11IorlH:r' of I'wo pre· 
;:r'1I0111~i·5. I.7nrolle,\j,n /1 11 1'r..1) III'" ' 
ill!~ 1'r'IlIU:;'1n at VIH1Ik, hill, U"j· 
'·I!q,liV.1\1 l'il·~t. !lito 1':.:1111. ;,he \Vfl~ 
shqll.i..::ol HI~1 Kn,,(,~I'nl1lr.lllt h\l~ 
\I·aw:.,':\{:.; wHulil "'~I1IlW whal W~' 
1'I'I~tlcd 01' wh:tl WII!, l,!fllng on ill 
lillI' livr.s." Nc.)w. Shl!'S il ~trnl)g 
:tdl'l.lc<tte. " 	 ' 
, F;\lI1Hin$ II·ir~it. ~1\f: r.~lid, is ":\ 

. J:~Illll\ :':I,m'~ [cU' pr.nllte. ~)mlle P[~O
l'!(~ \l~:l~II a IHl5h, 11't, hf~lpill~ mc." 

Iq~I,I\}' Tf'lJlleS!:l(,::lIn; <II\lOllg I he 
91l.u1IO 1....ell al'C f:.IlI1i.li!~r-; wiJl have 
0\ ,i'IIt',11 hal'l\r,!r 'illlf.'. [\l1w(~vcr, for 

. varinlJ(; l·f'~:~:mns. f.t·p III di~:jhi1i.l'ics 
I.u ;]'n iIlIlt.iliI:y to iidj\l~1 to'.1 II~W 
WilV M Hfe mH.1 le:II'1I Ilv! sldllt; 
1II";{~:;~:\ly III be prudll ....1i ill~, . 

!\brllTl 1J11t!~thinl III' lite 12,(jllil 
j';mliljc:; :·;lIlHlqui:;1. dl.ml "I'{~ un
likdy l;vt~I' to hl~((ll,ll(! int.iepem]
'~IIt. They qllllJify rnl" r.XI-~m'ltjOIl!; 
frum tile limit!. (HI ::,I;:Ilr:: m;:;i5l
;I\lI.~(! Ilt:l:~Wi(! llltr~ h(~"d Ilf hou::i(:' 
h"ltl ill di~::.II.,IJed. fir il; n ,~"mH.\\la.r· 
I~HI' (:;.\l'irll~ (I,)r minor' Ul'andr.hil
drell. OJ" i:ll~e~ c;:lrc IIr discll1h:,:(\ 
\':lIlliiv llH:n1br~r~ rull Hm\,,;. or i(': 
hr,w:l i',",\i1l!r ilIitenl1,(!. . 
. Ii "'/\lllH: Ill' l~llllil :;1:111: It11l1:\kl,.~ 
I;I!I'I~ Ihal. Ill' d,ill.h:I,'1I f;!\lI)l.~tW('I'lt 
hlln~;I\lI:r:llk ':'fildt~. l[ral ;Jt.!,,!I:; 
whl) try :l~\ h::mt lis they t;HII \II tJ11.'1' 
IH~ F:II/UI\H\t'i,ly thnJ\.VrI 0111, pu' I,hell' 
I\\~;II when I rainil1J! (:lil:. (hmn I)J' 

1\11'\' 1,.';\lI't rill(l ,\ jolt. :)11 /.1 1.";11: 
\,I'fi'i.:ial:; rel:lin thl.: will' :lIv l lhc 
pt]li I kal ~\lPPQl't lhr;y n~~d III, 

http:F.N;'Jl.ll
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('arc I\t~t witl 1'I;II\:1i,,' m:livt.'.Mp;.l 
of Ihr hO\l:,·:h(lhl!: 1,'(~IJI .. ill ~,:li,dlll!~ 
fill' roud ~:lnll1p~ alld 'fCllllt::ln: 
he:.llth inSlU';lI'1(".t!. Tile "lal.e :lInn·, 

will :lend II1Irs~:\ to the IJUI11P'f; I,f,l 

cl1Rck 011 lhe r~hiltlrcn. 
SIHHlql.llf.t':; llJ:ljO,. Cm:lI;' r~l1. fir 

COU1'se, 01\ lIm ll.r,U6 [;ullilj(:~~. in· 
t:\lI rJilig YOI.lI1lI,',-;. th:'ll WI!lIt h'IIIH~
cliRf,ely rrum wl:.I[m'r, f I\itl tn l~:nl\· 
\lic!': With nC\lt~Il\.ltml (:hHdrcn) \11 

JtCI~p rdoJ'lhintt the l"cf'Jnn I.Il1liJ it 
"'HI b :IcCCIlT:lbly for ev'~ryonc, 

Wc1rClI't'! "dorm wil.! he nllI(:h 
1,11111:11\:1' mid, _11. nr~l. IIH'If'I, I:.ltpml~ 
r-i vc thai) It'~t;pinr, the (lld !'iYSl.clll 
in p(m:c. The I}UrpOIm i~. lo hdp 
tH~{}lllc I.H;cntne s{:~lf~!'o:ltfn cicllt I 
W\ICII PlJs~,ible. alltl 10 n~,!H~rVI! 
Jitllilp"d puhli.c .. er.ol'n:,~:!' COl' IIIO~C 
'whl.) c:\,Il't h\~ 1,'XIH'lr:t(H1 I:., fend 1'1)1' 
IIH,~l\mcl'Vc~, Thnt'~ a 1'1:1,'1'C1' gml\. 
Hut i\ won't be e::my It I I:t~at:.h, 

.. 
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Families. FirstlJegins plotting 
success: '143 making it on own 

By Qu.inlin Robin50R 
TI1 8 Con'unllilrelaJ "Flgllal -

Nearly 150 women In SheJby
County were earning enough 
income in ~e.Dtember to work 
themselves off welfare. 

The cases closed last month 
due ro earnings- 14:3 to be 
exact - are less than 1 percent
of the 27,000 local families reo 
ceivins Aid to Falllilies with 
l)ependenr .Children (MOe),

. the sUite's basic welfare pro
gram.

The fates of these slnille 
mothers with children.are part
of the early results highlighted 
in [be first Tennessee DeD8tt
n~ant of Hurnaa Ser:vices 

~YILIE5 
FIRSTil .gi!je 

..~W 
monthly progre$S report on 
Families First - the state wel
.fare reform program that 
kicked in Sept. 1. . 

Families First is a work· 
based program de~isned to 
transform welfare from' a iUar
iln'leed l'lotitieml:nt to it. SY$tem 
of time-limited child care. jub 
training. education, transpol1a
tion and other assistance. The 
gaal . is to bring Tcnnessce's. 
pooresc families into the ef;O
nonUc 11lainstream. 

Dr. Haskel D. Harrison. sen

ior research associate at the 
University of Memphis Bm'eau 
of Business and Economic Re
search. said it will cake at least 
a full quartt::r before the state 
can say, with some authority. 
what SQrt ot impact Famillt:s 
First is hoving un both welfare 
recipients and the comillunity. 

The university will track 
. Families Plrs[ participall[s as 
they sign up, go to school and 
training arid enter the job mar· 
ket. 

Over the next several 
11lonths, Harris said. U of M 
s~a!f will he gathering the kln,i 
of information needed to evalu~ 

. :ate the !OI.1CCe5,!;, or· fo.Hun:. of 

Please see JOBS,' Page A4 
--------.j---:--",'- ------------
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that all Families First clients to clean. I just don't have time 
From Page A1 mURtcomplete: . Cor goin~ to classes," she said. 

O!the ShelbyCounlY AFDC Arthur, 34, has received $112 
recipients, some 9.500 will not a month in AFDe for her son 
need· work plans. 5,500 ere cbil for the past nine years. Jobs dren who are being cared for Veronica Claxton, whose 

welfare recipie'nts when it 
comes to finding work. 

"We don't know wherP.t they 
fit in the queue for the jobs 
available,bec;au!;e the system 
dic1n't promote that. (work)
before," Harrison said. . 

"It's yet to be feen whether 
lhey're at the back of the line. 
completely unemployaule be
caUSe of multiple barrlP.trs to 
employment, or if :lomeone else 
is at the back of the line." 

1n addition to the 143 women 
wno lost eligibility due to earn
ings last month, 68 others lo~t 
their AFDC benefits because 
·tney refused to sign personal 
work plans, ~ccording to [he 
Families First S~ptember 
report.. . 

Also, J22 women asked that 
rheir welfare check$; be cut ofr 
because they were either work
ing. moving out of town or for 
other reasons, said Mary 
Smith, DRS Family Assistance 
director fgr ShelbY County_

AFDC payments range from 
$142 a mon.th for a mother and 
one child to $345 II month for a 
mother and seven children. 

"We thought Quite It few 
would say they were' already 

. worlcing or just they didn:! 
want to be bothered with FaIID
lies First:' Smith Said, refer
ring to tbost: who gave up their 
benefits rather than comply 
.....ith the neW guidelines. 
. AFDC clierHs· are recertified 
every six months to make sure 
their employment Status and 
earnings have not changed sig
nific.Ill'1tly since their pre~ou5 
certification. As their recer
tification dates roll around \bey 
will make the transition to 
Families First, which J1mits 
welfare benefits to 18 monrh, 
and sets a lifetime limit of 5 

'years. . 
Some will be requireG to 

enrar a job ·or traininB thSl.t 
could lead to employment, 
Their'goals are spelled out ia a 
personal responsibilitY pl~n 

by a relatilfe or guardiDn who is 

not on welfure anI] some 4,000 

are diSllbledor ov~r 60 and are 

exempt from the work require

ment. 


Of rhe ~p"roximately 8,000 
rttmainins. 2.600. are already

·e·n'rol1ed In J08SWORK, a 
comDreben51ve job training 
program left fronl earlier wel
fare· reform efforts, and 6,200 
parents already work at least 
part time. 

On Friday. June: Arthur re- , 
fused to sign a personal r~pon. 
sibility plan· requiting her to 
enrol! in a job readiness pro
gram, Fresh Start.. fullowed by 
il search for full-time work_ 

She autolnatically loses her 

AFDC cbeck. But she still 

. qualifies fot'·· rransitiO\lal child 
care Ind health care tor up to 
18 montbs it she needs .it. 

"I j\l~t turned down. the 1---======;::;;.:::=;;;;;;;;;== 
A~·DC. but I'm' keeping my 
TennCare,1I said Arthur, who 
works with her boyfriend in
stalling carpets. 


She 5aid the job is steady and· 

she didn't want to lose out on 

the inc.ome it prevldes while 

she attended classes mandated 

by Families 'First. 


;'If 1 can'T work, he bas to go 

out and hire somebody. and 

thars money he's losing that I 

could he makins," said Arthur.. 


"I have a son. I have a house 
:-------------~ 

~ 

recertification appointment 
also was Friday at the Jackson 
Avenue welfare office. expects 
to lose her AFDC check 3S well. 

ClaXtofi. 23, had been work
ing pat't-time 8!:'1 Q cashier at an 
Exxon station in South Mem 
phis. Two' months ago,spe
earned fulHh:ne statu:.. and her 
income Increa~ed substantiill
ly. She receives $226 pP.f month 
AFDC fcn' thr:e~ boys. As a Cull· 
timer, her take-hom!!! pay i~ 
about S'i~6 every two weeks. 

If she loses h~r AFDC check 
"It's fine," saidClaxtol1::Thest 
mothers need to ger off rheiJ 
buu~ and get a job and suppor 
their own kids instead of wait 
ing on the government to tak, 
eal'e of them." 

Staff rt!porcer Ann~ Byrc
Davis COl1lribuct:cl to rbl,)J·~rory 

------_.._,-----' 
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STATE Of TENNESSEE 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 


400 DEADERICK STREET 

CITIZENS pLAzA BUILDING 


NASHVlLLE,TN 37248 


DON SUNDQUIST LINDA B. RUDOLPH 
GOVERNOR COMMiSsiONER 

October 3~ 1996 

The Honorable John Tanner 
U.s.t-to'us-e of'Repres~ntatives' 

1127 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515-4208 


Dear Representative Tanner: 

Thank you for your assistance in passing the recent legislation concerning , 
the partnership between U.S. Treasury and the Southern Alliance of States 
(SAS) in implementing Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT). SAS is an 
alliance of eight southern states, including; Alabama. Arkansas, Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky. Missouri. North Carolina, and Tennessee. 

,The legislation will provide the opportunity for the State 'of Tennessee to 
participate in the first EST system that delivers both federal and state 
benefits. Reeipients of Food Stamps and AFDC will have, acceSs to their 
benefits via a debit card. EBT will greatly enhance the ability of the State to 
Identify and combat fraud. EBT could also deliver a number of benefits 
(WIC. Unemployment Insurance, Child Supp~rt) which are currently delivered 
via check. . 

Your assistance has provided the opportunity for my Department to provide 
Tennesseans with innovative services at the lowest possible cost to 
taxpayers. If you have any questions. please contact me.at (615) 313-4700. 

Very truly yours, ' . . 

l ' //. . 


. ~~~4- /~;-t-/ 
Linda B. Rudolph· , 
Commissioner 

. LBR:gtt 
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TO: BRUCE 

FROM: CHAD 

RE: MOST RECENT FAMILIES FIRST D'S . 

**************************************************** 


The chart is a little dit'ticult to decipher (quality lost in transmission) so I· 

figured I would give you some help_ . 


12,606 Personal Responsibility Plans have been completed. 


1,754 are enrol1ed in FSIABE 


2,282 are employed in full/part-time jobs 


712 are looking for work 


.250 cases have been closed due to earnings 


695 clients have refused ~o sign a Pel'sonal Responsibility Plan 


881 cases have been closed at the request of t.he cHent 
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