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July 	5th, 1994 

Hon. Sam Gibbons, Acting Chairman 
Committee on Ways , Means Committee 
1102 LongworLb Huuse Office Buildinc;J 
washington DC, 20515 

RE I 	 'rest.imony on Welfare Reform 

Welfare Reform is for Fat.hers ~oo 111 


Dear 	Acting Chairman Cibbon.:' 

Thie 	 is a £o~l request for a panel of witnesses from the 

American Father., Coalition to be invil-cd cud to give testimony on 

male posit1ve and. father inclusive policies in national welfare 

reform legislation currently being considered by Congress. 

Fathers are half of the ptu:ent.1II and welfare issues direct.ly 

affectinc;J fathers need to be addrp.~s~d in ~ positive way. This 

vould be the thrust of our testimony. 

The American Fatllenl Coalition has had three (3) Wh1te .Kouse 

meetinc;J9, two (2) meetinqA with the Welfare Reform Working Croup, 

and again, two (2) meetings with the new Deputy Director of the 

O!!ice uf Support Enforcement., Judge Davi4 Gray Ross. Attached is 

tl'lP. I'st'!k:sqe of our proposals presented to the Welfare. Reform 

Working Croup dated December 16th, 1993. Several of the proposalH 

we L'tn;ullllUtmded were included in the workinc;J Group draft sent to the 

White MOURA fnr formal· presentation to Congress. 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS , MEANS - 1 
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Additionally, I was appointed by SpeQker Foley un March 22, 

lY94 as a member of the netll' U. S. COlllllliss1on on ChU" and Family 

Welfare created under PL 102-521. 

Why invite fathArs specifioally? 

Well, in 1974, And a~ain in 1984 and 1988, Con9ress enacted 

mQjor leqislat.iun on family po liey. In our opinion this 

legislation has not been as succeooful as originally intended in 

large part because the focus was cUlti -tather • we WeT'A fearful this 

would happen again in 1994 and fat.hers have participated in this 

current process with the White House to develop ~ositive father 

orientod policies. Our pl;.Lority has been simplA: CHILDREN NEED 

BOTH PA&!N,.n. The attached atatement on page '-37 from the Working 

C;roup Welfare Reform draft document is why testlluuny is needeC1 from 

fathers. The reality .La that HHS has no idea what problems are 

faced by non-custodia 1 fathers who want day to day parental 

involvement with their children. YET, Con9r~aB is belnQ formally 

requested by the Clinton Administration tn go forward with new 

legislation WITHOUT father oriented research needed to addret6t1 

America's qreatect social catastrophe - 'IHE ABSENT FATjU::K SYNDROME. 

The question tu be asked by members of the Committee on Waye and 

Means is really simple: Will this legislQtion help or hindeL" more 

father parental involvement in t.l1e day to day lives of children? 

American children: the ongoing lov~ ~nd affection, and day to day 

Au .invitation tor posltivA father oriented testimony would 

greatly aBRiet Congress in addreosing tho greate8~ need 
.' 

"\'", 

tor 

. " 

parenting, by both parents. 
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In uur opinion, the Clinton Adminictrntion desel;ves credit. for 

t.he int'!lusion of Ii few of our n:commendations i.n H. R.. 4605. 

However, if Conqrelifs is to do j1lstice to thic family pol.i.cy 

leg.il:5lation, CongresR needs to hear from the ololler half of thf! 

dirf!t'!tly involved. parente· the fd!..hers. 

Our witnesses would be as fol1nws: 

BILL HARRI~GTON, WASHINGTON STATE, COMMISSIONER, U.S. COMMISSION ON 

CHILD , FAMILY WELP'ARE and. NATIONAL DlREC'.l'OR, AMERICAN FATHERS 

COALITIONj JAMES COOK, CALIFORNTA, PRESIDENT OF THE JOINT CUSTODY 

ASSOC.lATION; CHARLES BALLARD, OHIO, PRESIDENT OF THE: NA'.l'10NAL 

INSTITUTE FOR RESPONSIBLE FATHERHooO; AND PHILIP Hor,MAN( MICHICAN, 

VICE PRESIDENT, NATION~ CONGRESS FOR MEN AND CHILDREN. 

An invitation to testify would be greatly a.p~L·eciated, and we 

believe, beneficial to all luembers of the COInml t.t.ee on Ways and 

Me41ll:l. 
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March 22, 1994 

Dear Mr. Harrinqton: 

Today I had the pleasure of appointinq 
you to the commission on Child and Family 
Welfare. • 

I am deliqhted that you will be serving 
on the Commiesion, and I am confident that 
you will make an important contribution to 
its work. 

with every qood wish. 

Thomas s. Foley 
Speaker 
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. IIIUIt Enhandna ItIspGIIIlbllltJ _d Opportunll, for Noncustodial Pal'Cftti 

UDder lbll prlltat .,.em, the ..ss. COncetDJ and responslbUiucs or DODcustodiaipuenu Ire ofteD 

iguorad. lbe l)'treat aNd. to focuI more attentiOn an thi. population IlId lend Ibe messaS. that 

-fathers m ..-, We ou,hllO -=cuRie nonl:usUJdlaJ parenti 10 rlUftliD in\,ol...ed In their chUdr",'s 

lives-DOt drive them ftartber away. n. well-bclll, of dlildrea wba live only with one partGl would 

be enhanced if caotioDii and tlaDdaJ IUpport were provided by bom of their parenti. 


Ultimately, tile .)'St...', apec:tadoDi ot molbm and fathll'llbouJd be parallel. Whatrver is expected 

of che molbe: should be npecud of tile father, and whatever educatioD and tlainlel oPJlOrtuniliu :ate 

provided to cusUldiaJ par.DUt ai.aa1Jar opponuDitic:s Ibould be available to DODcustodiaJ parulS who 

pay tl:Ieir chiJd luppon andremaiD iDvolved iD the lives of Ibeir childr.. If ~e1 caD improve Ibeir 

waia,1 capacity IDd .lDIiDtlill relatioubip. with their dlildrcc. Ibey could be • lOurce of both 

finueial ad cmotioDil auppon. 


*( 
Muc:b Deeds to be IlInIed about lIODCUStOdiaJ puents. putly because we bave foc:u.sed relatively lilde) ~ 

alteutiOD OD Ibis popuiatiOD ill lb. past. aDd WI mow If!IS about wbat types of programs would work. 

W. propose the followin, approacb.: . 

Wod; QRpoauU1. JQd obilpdoll rot DODQJStpdjal P"BlQa A partloo of JOBS aDd WORK prorram 

funding would be resCl"led tor II'llalaL wort readiness, educational rc.rncdlatloD and mandatory work 

programs for ftODeu.stodiai pareall of AFDC recipient childree who cannot PlY c:bUd IUPpon due to 

uncmploymeat. underemploym_ or other employability probleres. In additioD, StalCi may bave JJt 


option for mandatory wort PI'OIfIIDI for DOneustodiaJ parenu. States would bave considerable 

flelibility to dcsip their on PfOptmt. 


Orant( for a.I JDSI p.tjng prpmms, We. propos. ennU 10 SUtCl for proerams which reWor" 

the delirabiHty for children 10 bave continued access to 1M visitation by both parenu. These 

proCrams include mediation (both voluMarJ and mandatory), counselin,. education, development of 

parentin, pia. visitation enforeelMftt iDciudinC monilUring. superviSion and neutral drop-Qff IDd 

picJc-up. and d.velopment of lUidelines for visitation and alternative custody arrangem.nu. 


We also propose ciemoasnioD Irau to Sl1ta andlor comm\Jftiry.aased oflan1utioDS to develop mel 

implement nanc:ustodiall'areal (fuherJ) cumponenrs in eonjunction with ,"isdn& programs for llii~" 


risk families (e.,. Had Stilt, Healthy SWl. family preservalion, teen pregnancy aDd prevention). 

Thea. would promote respnnsibl. pIt,nUnI, including &he importance of patamity cstablilhment ID<I 

econonUC: security for cblldrea and the development of parenting skills. 


.' ..USPONSlBIL11'IES OF SCHOOL-AGE PARENTS 

Tbe proafJID of U'IIIIitloaal aulltaace followed by work &hIt was outlintcf earlier in this doc:umeat 
focus. Oft the rc:aponslbUlties of cultCdial parenti. c:apaclilly, younl parenrs. to work ud prepare for 
work u a OOnditiOD of reuivmg beI&firs. All young parents IcckiDllovemment assistance wo~14 be 
expected to prep•• for 1M CO to wvrk. Uke the child support provisions. die obliaatinns iftberlllt in 
the program send • clear mealS' no"t the consequences of parenthood, ensuriDg &hat welfare ree.jpt 
dou not release either pareat from Ibeir raponsibililles to work and support their children. 

31 
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AMERICAN FATHERS COALITION 

BOX 5345 


TACOMA, WA. 98415 

206-272-2152 


'MARCH 24TH, 1994 

APPOINTMENT BY HOUSE SPEAKER THOMAS FOLEY OF 
BILL HARRINGTON FROM TACOMA-SEATTLE TO NEW NATIONAL 
COMMISSION ON CHILD & FAMILY WELFARE 

SPEAKER THOMAS FOLEY, ON TUESDAY I MARCH 22, APPO:[NTED BILL 

HA.R,R.INGTON AS ONE OF FOUR APPOINTMENTS TO THE 15 MEMBER NEW 

" 
COMMISSION ON CHILO AND FAMILY WELFARE. HARRINGTON SERVES AS 

, NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF '!'HE AMERICAN FATHERS COALITION.. ONE OF THE 

OTHER FOOR. APPOINTMENTS WAS ALSO FROM WASHINGTON STATE, TEN 

APPOINTMETS HAVE NOW BEEN MADE'WITH FIVE REMAINING TO BE ANNOUNCED. 

THE COMMISSION WILL FORMALLY CONVENE 'IN JUNE OR JULY AND SERVE FOR 

TWO AND A HALF YEARS CONCLUDING WITH A REPORT TO CONGRESS ON 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NEW FAMILY POLICIES AND ADDITIONAL WELFARE 

REFORM PROPOSALS. 

HARRINGTON SAID IT IS A DISTINCT HONOR AND PRIVLEGE TO BE 

SELECTED OUT OF MANY APPLICANTS FROM ALL OVER AMERICA. 

APPRECIATE THE CONFIDENCE OF SPEAKER FOLEY IN BELIEVING I CAN MAKE 

A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTIOli TO THE FUTURE POLICY AFFECTING MILLIONS OF 

CHILDREN AND TROUBLE~ FAMILIES. I AM ALSO PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED 

WITH THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION WHICH HAS PUT FAMILY POLICY AND 

WELFARE REFORM ON THE NATIONAL POLITICAL AGENDA. 

PRESS RELEASE - 1 
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ADDITIONALLY, I WISH TO EXPRESS MY SINCERE THANKS FOR THE 

SUPPORT I ASSISTANCE I AND ENCOURAGEMENT FROM THE CONGRESSIONAL 

OFFICE OF NORM DICKS I BOTH IN TACOMA AND WASHINGTON DC. IT WAS 

CONGRESSMAN NORM DICKS WHO MADE MY FORMAL NOMINATION TO SPEAKER 

FOLEY. 

MY APPOINTMENT REFLECTS ONE MORE TIME THAT THE POLITICAL 

PROCESS CAN WORK FOR THE COPMMOM MAN, 'SAID HARRINGTON. ALL I DID 

TO GET THE APPOINTMENT WAS USE THE GOOD OL WORK ETHIC. I FOUND OUT 

ABOUT THE POSITIION, THE DECISION MAKING PROCESS, :IDENTIFIED 

NECESSARY PEOPLE FOR LETTERS OF SUPPORT, GATHERED ,:rHE LETTERS I 

PRESENTED THEM TO CONGRESSMAN DICKS, AND THEN ECCOURAGED HIM TO GO 

TO SPEAKER FOLEY. THE ONLY PROBLEM WAS WAITING FOR THE YEAR AND 

A HALF FOR THE DECISION, BUT IT WAS WORTH THE EXPERIENCE. 

HARRINGTON ANNOUNCED HIS WILLINGNESS TO SPEAK TO DIVERSE 

INTEREST GROUPS THAT HAVE AN ACTIVE INTEREST IN NATIONAL FAMILY 

POLICY ISSUES. THE MOST IMPORTANT THING PEOPLE CAN DO IS WRITE '1'0 

ME ABOUT THEIR IDEAS.' FORMAL POLICY PROPOSALS WILL BE BEST WITH 

IDENTIFICATION OF RESEARCH SOURCES. 

"I PROMISE" SAID hARRINGTON, "THAT THE ISSUE OF FATHERLESSNESS 

IN OUR SOCIETY I FATHERLESS CHILDREN, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF 

FATHER\CHILO RELATIONSHIPS WILL AT LEAST, BE CONSIDERED AND REVIEWED 

BY THE COMMISSION, AS ONE COMPONENT OF HELPING TROUBLED CHILDREN. 

FATHERS WILL NOT BE LEFT OUT AS THEY HAVE PREVIOUSLY BE~:N. n 

"HOWEVERII, SAID HARRINGTON, "I ,AM ALSO A NATIONAL COMMISSIONER 

AND MY MIND IS OPEN TO ALL. POLICY PROPOSALS FROM DIFFERING 

PRESS RELEASE - 2 
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PERSPECTIVES." I PLAN '1'0 LEARN FROM OTHER COMMISSIONERS AND 

WITNESSES AS MUCH AS I WILL TRY TO EDUCATE FELLOW COMMISSIONERS ON 

FATHERS POLICY ISSUES THAT I FEEL STRONG ABOUT." 

HARRINGTON LIVES IN TACOMA ON THE HILLTOP AND WORKS IN SEATTLE 

AS A PARALEGAL WITH THE KELLEHER LAW OFFICES. HARRINGTON TOOK 

EVENING CLASSES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON BRANCH CAMPUS IN 

TACOMA FROM 1991-1993. 

HARRINGTON I 47, IS DIVORCED WITH TWO CHILDREN, A DAUGHTER, AGE 

12, AND A SON, AGE ],0. "I LIVE WITH THESE ISSUES EVERY DAY AND I 

UNDERSTAND THE EMOTIONAL TOLL IT TAKES TO STAY INVOLVED AS A 

PARENT." 

~ 


---===::::='-~ 
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BOX 5345 
TACOMA, WA. 98415 
206-572-7340 

OCTOBER 12TH, 1993 

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
Washington DC', 20500 

RE: OCT. 7TH 'WHITE HOUSE MEETING WITH FATHERS 
AMERICAN FATHERS COALITION 
COMMISSION ON CHILD AND FAMILY WELFARE 

'WELFARE REFORM WORKING GROUP 

Dear President Clinton: 

Thank you for providing the opportunity for a delegation of 

15 American fathers to meet with Dr. William Galston, to discuss 

family policy issues from the father's and child's pers.pective. 

Dr. Galston was a gracious host to our delegation. He was a good 

listener and he gave us suggestions for submitting a summary of our 

issues and research documentation for your use. 

We presented a list of formal executive requests for you to 

undertake to gather more information for your domestic policy 

staff, to give you, the ~idest policy options available when it 

comes to making'new legislative recommendations to Congress.' Our 

goal is to be a positive and constructive part of your information 
-, 

gathering process. Children of di,:yorce need both parents, their 

PRESIDENT CLINTON - 1 
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fathers as much as their mothers.;. 'The Absent Father Syndrome is 

America's greatest social catastrophe.'·We want to be a positive 

part of reducing the frequency of absent fathers in contemporary 

family life in America. 

We also appealed to you, to restrain your use of the 

denigrating terms of "DEADBEAT DADS - DEADBEAT PARENTS" as they do 

not offer the positive encouragement that modern parents need to 

fulfill their parental responsibilities to their children. The 

cover page of the USA Weekend paper of Aug. 22, 1993, showing a 

father in handcuffs as possible criminals, undermines children ',S 

confidence in all parents, and not as positive role model parents 

to respect who are trying to do the best they can. New family 

policy legislation needs to focus on po~itive parenting challenges 

to troubled parents, not totally destroying one of the parents, 

usually the father. FINANCIAL SURVIVABILITY of both parents, in 

cases of separation and divorce, should be our priority. 

Mr. President, our delegation of fathers came from allover 

America. We are most active at the state and local level. We came 

to the White House as representatives o~ responsible fathers; the 

large majority of fathers, like you and Vice President Gore, those 

fathers wanting more direct parenting time with their children. 

We formed a new national political coalition, the AMERICAN FATHERS 

COALITION. We will coordinate positive legislative suggestions, 

recommendations, and testimony from the responsible fathers 

movement, fathers from allover Amer-ica. 

~ .' 
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There was one success we shared at the' meeting with Dr.' 

Galston. The new commission on child and Family Welfare, 

authorized under 5.1002, has now been funded by Congress. This was 

in the Labor-HHS app~ropriations bill. The Conference Report dated 

Oct. 5th, 1993 proV~ded startup funding of $250,000 •. Our fathers 

delegation strongly supported the creation and funding of this 

commission. senator Kohl was the leader of this effort and we 

applaud his concern for children and his effectiveness' in getting 

the funding secured. 

The structure of this Commission will offer the fathers 

movement one or two parental advocate representatives, who will 

work together with a variety of other individuals, to develop and 

make recommendations to Congress and the White Hous,e, on new family 

policies that cover all family issues. We are excited by the 

possibilities that t'his Commission offers, and we~will forward to 

your personnel office names of people for you to consider for your 

three appointees. 

WELFARE REFORM WORKING GROUP 

Finally, Mr. President, is the work of the Welfare Reform 

Working Group.' We spoke at length with Dr.' Galston about this 

issue. None of the 15 fathers at the Oct. 7th meeting have been 

invited to testify at any of the WRWG hearings; Our delegation of 

responsible fathers have a strong de$ire to offer positive father-

PRESIDENT CL):NTON - 3 



parenting testimony and recommendations for consideration before 

the WRWG makes its recommendations to you. We are prepared to 

discuss paternity issues, welfare policies, as. well as marriage and 

divorce reform recommendations. 

FATHERS' RIGHTS has written two letters to Dr. David Ellwood 

and Bruce Reed, the two men serving as co-chairmen of the WRWG. 

Neither letter has been answered. We have formally requested a one 

day hearing for our delegation of responsible fathers, and our 
.

varied numbers of supporters, to present positive family policy 

options for consideration. American fathers have never been heard, 

never testified, at the national. level in any serious way. This 

is our fathers failure and our responsibility. We accept this 

fact. Previously there has not been a fathers organization with 

a nationaL legislative focus.. However, we -are here now, and you 

can benefit from our collective testimony. 

We appeal to you, President Clinton, to: direct the Welfare 

Reform Working Group, to give the responsible fathers movement this 

request for one full day of hearings. It seems as if Congressional 

hearings on these issues will be delayed because of the health care 

debate that will last well into 1994. Therefore, we have no need 

to rush the WRWG recommendations. Your Administration can benefit 

from allowing responsible fathers to talk about positive father 

parenting. By recognizing our responsible fathers movement, you 

will give encouragement to marginal fathers·to remain involved with 

their children, rather than dropping out totally, and avoiding 

..:.... 
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their parenting responsibilities. Just allowing this one day of 

hearings can provide some incentive to fathers to recognize our 

government is not totally anti-father. Your leadership and your 

voice Mr. president, can make a big difference. 

Mr. President, the only other suggestion we have to offer to 

you personally, is really a request directed to your staff. We are 

asking you to encourage your male staff members who are fathers, 

to verbally participate in staff meetings on health, family, and 

children's issues. These issues are not just women's issues. It 

is a well known fact that men generally do not talk about their 

personal and relationship feelings very well. This is the most 

legitimate criticism that women have about men. You· can help break 

this lockout by encouraging your "fathers" staff members to talk. 

Maybe you can break the ice by asking questions of the father staff 

members rather than making them volunteer their comments. Perhaps 

with a richer discussion of family issues from all your staff 

members, you can pull together the content for an effective family 

policy address to the congress and to the Nation. 

As America's *-1 father, we appeal to you to increase your 

staff support to Dr. Galston so he can effectively coordinate 

family policy legislation to positively assist the troubled 

families of America. All we ask, .Mr. President, is for you to put 

some policy recommendations and programs behind your Father's Day 

Proclamation. You have already stated the value of fathers. All 

we need, and all we ask, is for official government support to 
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maintain father involvement in the lives of their children. These 

are the large majority of separated and divorced fathers who want 

to be day to day parents, involved in their children's education, 

and just not weekend Disneyland dads that the Courts create through 

every other weekend limited contact. Fathers, in cases of 

separation and divorce need help. We are asking for that help NOW, 

from you Mr. President, and from Congress. 

Thank you again for the Oct. 7th meeting with our American 

Fathers Coalition of responsible fathers and for considering our 

recommendations. By working together, we can help make';a 

difference for Alilerica's millions of innocent children of divorce •. 

President 

cc: 	 senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan, Senate Finance Committee 
Congressman Harold Ford, Subcommittee on Human Resources 
House Ways & Means committee 
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FATHERS' 

RIGHTS 


.BOX 5345 

TACOMA, WA. 98415 

206-572-7340 


SEPTEMBER 30TH, 1993 

Carol Rosco, Staff Director 

Domestic Policy office 

The White House ' ' 

Washington DC, ,20500 


RE: 	 OCT. 7TH .;. WHITE HOUSE MEETING WITH DIVORCED FATHERS 
ROSCO NEWSPAPER COMMENTS ABOUT MODERN FATHERING 
REDBOOK MAGAZINE JUNE, 1993 ARTICLE ON MODERN FATHERING 

Dear 	Ms. Rosco: 

Your 	comments reported in the Tacoma newspaper, 9/29/93, A-5, 

"I can talk about going to the pediatrician and buying 
antibiotics as I assume some fathers could" Rosco said, 

"But th~y never do." emphasis added. 

reflect the "MYTH" about fathers as non-parents. Your comment is 
. 

reasonably 'accurate about. pre"':1970, 
, 

fathers,men w,ho took family 

relationships somewhat· forgrarjted, but your statemE;nt is totaily 

inaccurate for fathers post-1970,' the modern father, like your 

boss, President Bill Clinton, an~ his able Vice President Al Gore, 

men who are both actively involved fathers, who are among the 

, majority of responsible fathers, and not exceptions.. , 
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These recklessly used anti-father myths is one reason that a 

delegation of 15 divorced fathers will be meeting with William 

Galston on October 7th at the White House, to begiri the process of 

setting the record- straight about modern fathers. Perhaps you 

might want to sit in on the meeting and learn about modern fathers, 

and what we are trying to do for the millions of children of 

divorce who are wrongly deprived of parenting by the fathers 

because of governmental policies based on myths about the non-value 

of direct parenting by fathers to their children. 

Our reference to challenge the accuracy of your comments about 

fathers, docto~s, and children, is the June i993 Redbook magazine 

poll on modern father parenting of their minor children. The 

specific comment to rebut your assertion that fathers do not take 

their children for medical attention is found on page 82. See 

attached article and poll results. Redbookis hardly a gender 

biased pro-father publication so the information is credible. 

It is the hope of our delegation of fathers to 
--

urge President 

Clinton ,to back up his Father's Day Proclamation with positive 

domestic and family policies, father-friendly - family policies, 

relying on "current" social research about positive fathering, 

rather than relying on outdated "myths" about non-parenting by pre

1970 fathers. 
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