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MEMORANDUM
TO: David T. Ellwood
' Mary Jo Bane
‘Bruce Reed
Avis LaVelle
FROM: Jim Hickman
SUBJECT: AFDC Focus Groups on February 28 and March 1, 1994

DATE: . February 23, 1994

The Working Group on Welfare Reform, Family Support and
Independence is participating in a series of focus groups with

- women receiving public assistance. These focus group meetings are

sponsored by the Foundation for Child Development and will be
conducted by Jan Hagen from the Rockefeller Institute of
Covernment of SUNY Albany and Lian Davis from the University of
Kansas. They are designed to provide the opportunity to consider
welfare reform issues from the perspective of the recipients of
services and to bring the recipients’ perspectives into the on-
going policy discussions.

The focus groups are being held in the 8ixth Floer
Auditorium of the Administration for Children and Pamilies, at
the Aerospace Center located at 901 D Street, 8.W. in Washington,
D.C. The schedula fer the focus groups is as follows:

Monday, February 28

Group l: JOBS P icipants with chjildren 3~ ears ol

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. | Focus CGroup with Clients
11:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Break
“11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Discussion with Working Group

Group 2: Teen Mothers
2:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. ‘ Focus Group with Clients
4:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Break

4:30 p.m. ~ 5:30 p.m. ~ Discussion with Working Group
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Tuesday, March 1
Grov : Wait-listed, JOBS-eligible Clients

12:30 p.m. = 2:30 p.m. Focus Group with Clients

2:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Break |
T, 3:00 pomi < 4300 pM. T Discussion vits Working Group
' 4:00 p.m. = 5:00 p.nm. Wrap-up Session with Moderators

Scheduled Working Group participants include David T. Ellwood,
Mary Jo Bane, Bruce Reed, and Avis LaVelle.

Each focus group will run approximately three hours. The
first two hours will consist of a broad discussion solely between
. the recipients and the moderators. ' The discussion topics will
cover four major areas: welfare’s impact on family life, welfare
prevention, time-limited benefits, and child care issues. .
Through discussion, the moderators will seek to identify with the '
participants the major issues they foresee in their lives and the’
- lives of their children in these four areas. At the conclusion
‘of the focus group discussion, members of the Working Group and
other parties will join the participants for a general discussion
of the major themes and issues that the group identified.

These focus groups are voluntary and confidential. The
Foundatjon will provide each recipient a stipend of $50.00 to
cover their time and travel expenses. The nature of the
recipients participation will be reviewed with them prior to each
focus group and each participant then will be asked to sign a "
consent form. Also, any interaction between the focus group
participants and members of the Working Group and staff will also
be considered confldentlal.

Finally, I have attached a copy of the draft focus group
- guide for your review. This will be the basis of the discussion
with the recipients. If you have any comments on the guide or the-
proceedings, please give me a call at 401-6958.

ce: Ann Rosewater

‘ Melissa Skolfield
Naomi Goldstein
Jeremy Ben-Ami
Patricia Sosa
Marcy Carlson
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INTRODUCTION 10 minutes

Salcome—we are glad you conld come to this meating today. My nawe ig -
Jan Hagop and with mo is Liane Davis. Liane is from the University of Xansag
and I am from the Univergity at Albany in upstate New York.

We are here today to talk with you about yocur ideas on changing welfare.
There axre lote of Suggestions for changing welfare. We want to knotr Mow some
of those suggestions for changing welfare would affect your lives and your
children. Thare are no right or wrony answers to the guestions we are going
to ask; what'g a.mpoztant te us ig to get as many of your thoughts and 140asg as
poseiblm,

¥We 3130 want €6 uge our discuseion to got ready to seet with some
penmbers of the White House Working Group on Welfare Reform. They are
coriverned abont welfare and are working mow on proposals to change welfare
pragzm It'as important to them too to hear from you--to learm wvhat your
raactions are to varlous suggestions for changing welfarze and hew thege would
affect you.

We sre going ta talk about four broid areas todRy: 1) how wozk and
welfare affect you and your children, 2) Now to help poople aveid getting on
walfare in =he girat place, 3) how long pesple stay on welfare without
working, and 4) child care issues.

pefora we start ithough, we want you to know that what you say this

morning/aftarnoon is confidential. WwWe don't work for the welfare office and

" we won't be reporting your Bpecific commants back to them. Your names will
not. be used and you will not be identified with your comments. Your
participation today will in no way affeoct your APDC benefits or Denefits you
receive from any othes program. Wo also want you to know thar the sugpestions
for. changing welfare that we will be discussing are not our ideas nor are they
guggeetionsz that wa nsoegsarily agree with. 8o, you can say whatever you want
about thee. And remember, these are 3just ideas ahent how £o change welfars;
they arg not hnppening now.

We are going to tape our digcussion today. 72his will give us a record .
af our mti.ng: what you say ie important ¢o us and we don't want to miss it.

Wa ask that: coly one peracn mpeak At 3 tima=--gnd that you epaeak up 80 we
get it on tape. We algo want %o make sure everyone has & chance te talk.
And, although Liane and I are going te introduce the topies, it'g important
that you speak not just to us but to qeveryema in the group. HWe are going to
vover 3 mumber of topics 680 it may e attassary for us to cut off The
conversatiom some timesa. We will do this to be sure we have time to discuss
everything. To halp keep us on track, Lisne and I will be looking at this
disqussion guide from time to time, o

Does anyone have any questions?
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CEEEUAT, QUESYTON YO START 15 NINUTES

Let s start by having averyene introduce themgalves. FPlease tell us
your first same and how many childzen you have. Since we are going to ke
talking sbout suggestions for changing welfare, tell us about any ideas for
changing walfare tdat you've hoard and what you think adout them.

ROIES

- Push for specific, not generalized, respansag in order to model types
of answerse :

- Gensrate a list of the suggestions they have heard about and opt to
meation. Use these if poseible to make transitions into the four tapics.
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INPACT ON PRMILY LIFE 15-20 MINUTES

We want to start off talking about how you ste the tradeoffs between
work and welfare. We want to know how work and welfare affect you and your
family.
Welfare asd Pazsnting

- Bow do you feel about being on welfare? Does it affsct how you laok
at life, how you feel about yourself?

- How does that affect your ability to be a parent?

'~ Does it maka a differsnce to your children that ycu are on welfare?
In what waysg?

= Are their servizes 1ike pareating cources, help with HOTAY BARATEDEnt
and dDudgeting, or counseling about family ispues that might help you in
raising your children?
¥ork and Welfaxe: JYrgdmoffs

- Are there sdvantages to being on welfare? Does it provide same sense
of security for you and your children? If so, in what ways?

- In another study I am doing, I heard talk about people on welfare
getting "cald feet®--as pecple get closer to completing thair oducation and
training, they get worried about loging their welfare benefits. Bas/might
this happened to you?

- what kinds of things weuld you worry about?

« Would you worry abdout losing Medicaid? Pood Stampe?
Stxbai.dized housi.ng?

- Would you worry about being able to afford child care?

- Would you worry about nct being able to manage your monay
©¢ being abkle to keep 0 a budget?

- Po you have any ideas for how the welfare office could help you
deal with these worriesa? ‘

- Do you see advantages for you to work instead of being on welfare? 12
zo, what are they?

- What kinds of things prevent your getting a qob?
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| FRRUENTYON 15-20 MINUTES

Our mext topic has to do with preventing people from needing welfare in
the first place., Theae suggestions range from giving absolutely po weifare
benpfite to a mother who has never-married to making sure that mothaers receive
financial support from the child's father. We'd like you to discuss several
of theas options for preventing pecple free getting on welfare.

Teen_Rregnancy
- Let's start with those suggestions that say mothers who have never
marcied would not get any welfarw benefits. Do you think thic would encourage

young people to delay having children until they are married, until} thay are
mature encugh to raise children?

« Aoother idea iB to give welfare only ©o those teen mothers who live
with thelir owm parents or grandparents. What impact do you think this would

~ have on the lives of young women? Would it encourage them to delay havisg
- children? Would it cyeate other prableme for teen mothers and thei.r tuiliee?

- Should we try to prevent teenage pregnancies? Wnet approaches nsght
be taken? Are there things we can 80 in the schools, . in the local

,mnitiu:’

-~ What ideas do you have about how pseple can got more information
abcut Birth tontrol? What about actually getting birth control deviees? '

- Some pecple think we should changs welfare Dy déing a better jab of
baving fathers provide financial support for thair ehildren. One of the
barriers 2o thi¢ i® that some times women don't want to idwmtify the father of

‘the child.

- What kinds of things might make women hesitant to name the child's
father?

. = What uould make it easier for women to identify the child's father?
What kinds of things would encourage them to identify the father?

- Sometimes people have trouble getting eh:ud anpporc. What kinds of

‘things get in the way?

= Do you have suggeatiom for how it aiéht; be easier to get child
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TINE~-LIMITED EENEFITS 30 MIRUTES

Cne. propogal being considerad iz to limit the time people can got
welfare t0 two years. pDuriang that two-year pexiod, pecple would receive
education, tréining, and help in finding a job. After that, people on welfare
wwuld beve to get 3 job or pasticipate in a work program. This work program

would arrange placemants in communily services. For example, if you didn°t

get 3 job after two years of education or training, you might be assigned to
work for pay in a schodl or library. O you might be assigned to do
secretarial or c¢lerical work for a government program in exchange for gettiag
your welfare check., Part of the idea here is for the welfare office to give
more emphasis to training and work.

Now, we have a number of questions we'd like you to react to regarding
this type of change.

the e hot ura®

~ Do you thing it would be a good idea for the welfare office To put a
greater emphasis on helping people £ind jobs and get training for jobs?

~ How oould the welfare office do a better job of helping pecple £ind -
work or get aducation and training?

- Do you have any suggestions for how the welfare office could
give more attention to jobu and training and laas attention to welfare
eligibility? :

-3 o pare for Work
~ iet's go back to the two years of education and training. What kinds
of services would best prepare you to be without welfare in two years? TO get

a jeb that mnlé support your family?

- I8 two years wnough time to expect you to Prepare yourself te
get a job that would support your family?

- Arg thete things that would malke it difficult for you to be off
welfare in twn yRars?
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| TINE-LINITED BEREFTTS (Continued)

Hoxk for Welfare or Work for Pay

~ Now imagine that the two years are up but you have been un‘abié to fing
3 job. . .

~ Do you think it‘'e fair for welfare to require you to work in
ordcr to gat some financial assistance aftar you've been on welfars £or two
yeard and receivad edusation and tralning?

~ How would you feel about besing essigoed to work at the minigum
wage in a leocal agency or progras like Beadstare or a library? In other
words, you'd go £0 2 work agsigmment But you would get a pay check for the
job. If yon mimsed work, you'd lese pay for tha time mizsed. You'd be paid
apout §4.25/hcur and your child care would be paid for too.

= How would you feel about working in a loval program not for
wages but in exchange for your welfare check? In other worda, you'd have to
g0 to & work assignment bet you'd still get & welfare check. B2Again, your
child care would be paid for.

- Which of these two approaches do you think is better i{f you can't find
_ 8 job after two years?
- Now imagine that the two years are up and you f£ind a job that pays
$4.35 an hour but the job has the poteatial for higher wages later. What
kinde of serviess or wppo:ts would you need tc make s "go” of it until your

- ‘wagas increased?

{Prebe for health care, child care. Transition to child eare unie.}
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CHILD CARE ISSURS® 20 MINGTES

¥ec'd now like to spond some tima talking about ohild care. We know tbat’
$inding child care and feeling good about the vare your child is getting ean
be hard.

- In the past, have you used child care? What kind of care d4id you use?

- If you think about going for traiaing or educaei.aﬁ or if you get a
- job, what kind of child care would you try to arrangs? Let's assume cost is
‘not an issue.

- Would you prefer to have your children with somcone you know,
like a relative, or in a child care center, of maybe in a program that focused
on preparing your child for school, a program like Headstars?

~ Still thinking about getting a job or going for training or
education, what xindg of enild care problems would you anticipate?

~ What servicee would make it easier for you to set up child care
arrangemente? To X@ep those child care arrangemmnts over time?

- Por how many hours a day do you think it's ck to have y-ou: child in
child care?

- What kind of child care arrangements do you think would ba importint
for yuuz childrea who are in school? . ,
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CLOSURE ARD THARGITION 20 minutes

~ Wa know being on walfare and raising childran is very hard somatimes.

‘What kinds of things help you make a "go" of it on welfare? ®hat is it that

keops you going?

- Thinking aver what we have talked about, is there anything you'd like

: to add, is there an issue that's important to you that we haven't considered?
_ Do you have other suggestions about how we should change welfare and the

pservices it provides?-

- Now, wa'd like t0 couclude by drawving out tho main concerng you've
z3ised in our discussion.

NOTES . '
= Moderaters with participants susmarize the issues and concerns
raised in the four areas

=~ Remiind group of purpose of meeting with Working Group meowpbers

~ After we take a 15~30 minute break, wa will meet with the nembers from
tha wWorking Group on Welfare Raform, It's important to them too to hear
from yeu--t6 learn what your reactions are to wvarious suggestions for
changing welfare and how these would affect you. We hope that at the end
of our aisousgion with them, they will be cleuar about the different
kinge of imsues and concerns you havs.

=~ Collect brief demagrasphic informatien

ERRAX 15 == 30 NINUTES

2 tape recarders and cacsettes (will bring)
Flip ehaxto and tape (request from Jim)
Popter doard -- 4 shestg (roguest from Jim)
¥agic Markera (will briag)

Consent forms (will briag)

Pemographic sheet (will bring)


http:COUet.tt
http:seet.t.es
http:aleeuo.S.on
http:COOdv.de

"' FEB-23-1994 14:23 FROM ACF/OPA C 10 o 94567431  P.12 .

- Introductions
- Set centext for diséuss&on
. The reasen w are now meeting with : and __ _is ®o ihay can
- lsarn about your views en varicus suggestione for changing welfare. They are

concerned about welfare and are working oow on proposals to change welfars
programa across the country,

- = putline for WGmag Group mombers issues and conccrna raised in £ocus .
gzmp (namat.ozs or gmp mendbars) ’

- Discussion: Who'a going to serve as facilitator here? . i

Sk VDR e faad U e B N

TOTAL P.12
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. February 1, 1984

TO: David T. Ellwood
" Mary Jo Bane
Bruce Reed
Avis Lavelle ;)

FROM:  Jim Hickmani$¥}
RE: Private Foundation Sponsorship of Recipient Focus
' Groups

The Foundation for Child Development (FCD) has designated an
‘existing grant with Jan Hagen of SUNY Albany to support a
"prototype"” series of AFDC recipient focus groups with some
- participation by representatives of the Working Group.
This is a first step in our effort to explore ways that the
foundation community can partic1pate in the welfare reform
process. ‘

B FCD and the‘Rockefeller Institute of Government will conduct

" three focus groups that will explore how recipients would react

- to the welfare reform proposals presented by Charles Murray, the
House Republican Welfare Reform Bill, and the Working Group on
Welfare Reform draft discussion paper. These focus groups are

~ designed for general input and reaction to various welfare reform
proposals and not for the specific vetting of an articular -

- plan. A later series of focus groups similarly sponsored is under
discussion and could be geared towards a more in-depth review of
proposed welfare reforms. :

Focus group participants will be drawn from three diverse
groups: teen mothers; JOBS participants with at least one child
aged 3-5, and long-term welfare recipients that have been on AFDC
for 36 months or longer. Four topic areas will be covered:
welfare prevention; time-limited assistance, child care, and
impact on family life.

We are planning to conduct two focus groups on Monday,

- February 28, and one focus group and wrap-up session on Tuesday,
March 1, tentatively scheduled in the ACF Auditorium. Each focus
‘group will last approximately three hours. There will be two '

- hours of discussion with the recipients, moderated by Jan Hagen
and her colleague. A group discussion guide will be developed -
outlining the general introductory question to the selected ,
topics and follow-up questions for each topic. Jeremy Ben-Ami and
I will be working closely with Jan Hagen on the guide and its contents.



s
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After the two hour session with recipients, members of the
Working Group on Welfare Reform will join the recipients and the .
moderators for an hour follow-up discussion. This is an
opportunity for Working Group members to solicit participants’
reaction to the discussion of various welfare reform proposals as
well as engage in further discussion about the Administration’s
proposal.

One issue in the proposal that requires further discussion
is the use of the focus group write-up and its disclosure to
third parties. In her proposal, Jan Hagen indicates that the

proceedings will be taped and further materials including journal

articles may be prepared. Unless directed otherwise, I will
negotiate an arrangement that ensures the comments of the
participating Working Group members are kept confidential and any
write—-up that follows these meetings will focus solely on

recipient responses. e there likeli that the
esults of t eetings eventuall e publi can
1 3 acadenjic writings

to av n confl our activities.

The complete proposal for this pilot project is
attached for your review. Jan Hagen is interested in your

suggestions for discussion questions and any other comments you

have about the proposal. You can send your comments to me and I

will guide the proposal accordingly.

Finally, I will forward the appropriate scheduling and
briefing material to your offices as soon as it becomes
available. If you have any questions before then, please call me
at 401~-6958. ‘

attachment

€c: Ann Rosewater
Jeremy Ben-ami
Patricia So¢osal
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MENGRANDUM

TO: im Hickman, Working Group on Welfare Reform

Pan Hagen
January 28, 1994
RE: Focus Groups on Welfare Reforn

I am sending along a first draft on the focus group pilot
project. It’s more than you asked for but it was helpful to
clarify as much as possible for myself. We can also use it as a
chack to be sure we are all going in the same direction. I look
forward to the commants and suggestions you and others may have.

We have begun work on the focus group quide which attempts
to lay out the structure very specifically as well as to frame
the discussion questions. When Liane and I are a little further
along, I will send it off to you and sheila Smith for comments.

Liane and I are both pleased and excited to be involved in
this activity. Thanks for asking us to participate!

ca: Sheila Smith, FCD
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DRAPY 1]3?}94

Jan 1. Hagen and Liane V. Davis

Under the auspices of the Rockefeller Institute of Government and with
support frem the Foundation for Child Davelopment, three facus groups will be
conducted with currant AFDC recipients to explore how they would anticipate
Seing affected by the various welfare reform proposals now under aiseusaion,
Kay proposale to be considered sra thoss presented by Charles Murray (1993),
the Repablican Welfare Reform BL{ll (H.R. 3500), and those being considered by
the ¥White House Working Group on Welfare Reform. These proposals includo such
provisiong as ne govermment support for never-married women with children. a
two-year time ii.ait on welfare benefits, mandatory wérk for wages or welfare
'beneiita, and no additional benefits for children born after the motber
becomes 3 welfare recipient. Besed on this pilot project, recommandations
9111 be made about the usefulness of foous groups with welfare recipients in
pria:ingltha 'i:mpli'cationa of welfare refora proposals and the major themes

that may be anticipated in these discussions.

Rscipients of servide are frequemtly everlo&wd in considering the .
effect of gervices on ths lives of vecipionts and thaeir children, and yet
thene recipients frequently have a different perspective on serviece delivery
than the providers and administrators of those services. Various research
methods are availadle to gygtematically conec{ dnformation from regipients
apout the effect of eg¢rvices. Several studies of recipiesuts' experiences with

recent walfare cmployment programs have beean conducted ues.ag.:clephone
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interviews, personal interviews and fow.‘:as‘gmupa (e.g:.. Gilbert, Berzrick, §
&‘ry’a:s,. 1992; Hershey & Patch, 1990;‘ Ha.rtinso”n & Ricecio, 1989; Quircoz & Toera,
1950; Skricki, 1994; and Southport, 1992.) The renewed gublic debate on
wcltm reform provides a timely ogpoxt’uni.ty‘ta consider welfare reform issues
from the perspective of the reciplents of services and to bring their

perspectives into the on-going policy discuaéions.

- Three focus groupe of between eight *o twelve current AFDC recipients

will be conducted in the Washington, D.C. area to pilot the feasibility of

these groups to contribute to the policy debatés.. To capture scme of the
diversity within the AFDC advlt population, wo suggest that cpa group be
ccoprised of teen mothers, ons of JOBS participante who bave at least one
child aged rhres ra five, and ene of long-term welfare recipients (36 or mare
wonthe en A¥YDC). | | |

Topic Areas. BAlthough the emphasis given to each uzc:a may vary baced on
+he group e composition, each focus group will ba asked to congider four topic
areas: | |

- Welfare prevention initiatives guch ae pregnancy prevention, denying
berefits to never-married mothers or =a tesn mothers living independently, and
enforcemant of paternity estadlishment and chu;:l Support awards.

- Time-limit proposals and how these mignt affect their motivation,
willingness, and ability te participate in welfare employment programs as well

as how they would envision their lives and their childrsn*s lives at the end

of those wo years if no income supports or other aéaistanee were pravided or

if they were required to participate in either community service for wages or
work exparience programs in exchange for wslfare benefita,

- Q care iasues as these raolate to participating in welfare
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employment programs, cbtaining And'rataininq employzent, and the well-béing of
family life. Conmsideration will be given to preferences for child care, the
aced for ¢transitional child care bcnefits to make employmeant teaan;e, and—the
eupgiﬁieiea of children bafore and after sehcol.

v- Impact .gn famiiy life stemming f:oin pnrti.éipation in welfaze
employment programs, employxent, an.d requized work asgsignments in either

| comnunity SeTvice Or Work experience programs. Comsidsration will be given te

‘tha pereeived importance ﬁh&se activities have on the tecipiemn'. ability to
parent and serve as role models for tﬁelr children. |

Selection of Focus Group Memberg. Current welfare recipients meeting
the above malection criteris will de invited to paé:i.cipat:e in these focus
groups. The invitation to pa:tiéipate wiil be presented as voluntary, i.e.,
t.helr participation or nonparticipation will nct affect theix publi.é
assistance benefits of ‘services in any way. They will alee be assured that
their 'rewéé will be confidential. Jim Hickman, with the Working Group on |
Welfaro ﬁbim. will work with local program adminiseratora to isvite
recipimnts to participate in the fogus groups. The voluntary and confidential
nature of their participation in the focus groups will be reviewed at the
boé_:&nni.ng of each focus group, and participants will ba awsked e sign Y
consant foram. Participants will reocive a payrent of §50.00 as compensatidn
for their time and effort. o |

Process for Gopducting the acos Groups. Given that ous purposs is to
consider the views of AFDC #acipientn in four broad areas, the focus groups
will ba fairiy seructured discussions reguiring a zelatively high level of
sodorater involvement in the group process. A group discussion guide will be
develeped outlining tha geaeral introductory 'quau;:icn to the pelected topices
as ynll a§ preplanned procbes for each topic., Bach focus group will be

scheduled for two hours and followed by an hour long discussion with members

3
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of the Working Sroup. Focus group sessions will bo audio taped for :hé use of .
the focus group woderators. Basic demographic information on participants
will be requested. ’

In general, ¢ach foocus group will bagin with an oxplanation of the
purposae of t& ne'éting, introduction of the focus gfodp woderators, and
introduction of participants. We will begin the discuseion very broadly by
dpending a fow minutes soliciting their comments about welfare reform. We
will then devote the majority of tha group discussion, approsimately an hour
and a half, to the participants’ identifying' major issues thoy foresee iﬁ ‘
their lives and the lives cfi their children in the four broad area# being
explored. Specific time allncatiﬁns will be given to each of the t"our areas
based on the composition of the group. Duzing the‘ ¢inal ten to fiftaen
minutes of the focus group, each participant uill/ de given an opportunity to
make a elosing sﬁateaent. The participants will review the majer isoues and
thémog they {dantifsed {p their discussicn. '

" At the conclusion of the focus group discussion, members of the Working
Group will join the participants for a dene:al discussion of the major tbem‘es‘
and issues that the grébup identified. The moderators or saveral group memdars
will briefly summarite the major themes and imsues 'zd’entif_ied in the focus

group in order to bridge the transition from the foous group mﬁtng to the
disecussion w;.th members of the warking 6roup. This follow-up discussion will
be appropriately oné houz. ([We need to decide who will “ehair® thesa follews
wp discuseions: the Meratws, a member of the Working Croup, O SOUOONQ

e@lse. We suggest the noderato:é serve as “chair.~]

- The focus groups will be
- modargted by Jan Hagen and lLiane Davis (curriculum vita attached). We will

dévelop the format for the focus groups 3s well as frame the gpecific
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qﬁestinns'to be addreesed in the focus groﬁps. Prior to conducting the pilot
projest in Washington, D.C., we will each copduct a focus group tO test out
the process and the framing of qpcstipns. As wa develop the quest?cns for the
focus groups, we will seeck suggestions and input from various experts. It is
algo mecessary for us te submit this project for raview by the University at
Aldany's Institutional Review Board, acting on behalf of the Reaegrch
Poundation of the State University of Rew York, Welfare recipiente are
dafined as 3 vulmerable population, and this review is neceggary to comply
with procedures for the use of human subjectg in research.

After completing the three focus gtoupe; we will hold a dedbriefing with
members of Lhe Wezkiﬁg‘czoup to discuss themes aod isduee that emerged across
the three groups a#d tha usefulness of-c&hductinq additional focus groups. We
will alse prepare z bricf summary veport mgiiignm;g major £indings from the
focu& groups and pzo?iding suggestions and recommendations about the use of
additional focus groups to consider various welfare reform proposais. Opon
completion of this work, we may prepare, st cur dimcretion, journal articles
or othar written materials based on the pllot prodect for further

dipuemination of thim information.

Zantative %imps Frame
1/31—-2/11: Drafr focus group guestions and obtair suggestions
2/14==2/18: cenduct pre-pilot focus groups
2/21~~2/28: Pinalize questions and procedures
2/28--3/11  Conduet focus groups and hold debriefing
3]2?-3/31; Complate draft of summary report
4/1-=4f31: Revise pummary zeﬁoztras needed and gubmit to FCD and

HHS
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