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SlIR.n~C'T: Maryiand Example of Welfare t() Tr~\inil'lg te) We;"ll Success St6~ 

l' :as! 81.ln11'1ier the Jntcrililhomll Masonry Jnstitute cC:mducteu nne uf c~ur mobile u·ainiilg 
pragrams in Ualiimore pruviding 12 wet!k5 tll'}')rc-jub lraining in bricklDyii1g to 24 
tl':'lh1ees, (See aLLllchecJ article.) One of those trainees. 39-yeuNlld Diant= Ctl()per is Ol>W 
wurking her way up the wage scale us an ul"preillicehricklilycr in $1 O..53/hour fOf the 
Housing A1.1thority ofSullimorc dOing housing rchill!. "ei' benefits iliCiLlc.le hc:uhh 
iU~lIfi.\lWC i.ltld cl"'mu'ibutioI1$ to a l)c:msioll plurl. .• .' 

I hav~'flot yet spokendil'':dly in nh,m~. Sh~~;~u~~l!y gctsotl'work at 4:'00 andi,; u~uall)' 
flome shcw'!:i)' al\er lhl.lL Her phollcmunbel' is 410/48R-24h. TnciocriblUy, ~hc liVes in' 
the ~mpo",:l!'nT'CI'H mnl~ in Baltimore und I'm lold shch<lSl six kids, She lives in a 
slibsidizcd apartm~nt ,thUL im:n.:uscs when her pay illcl;ease~ loll> 'she'~ now lIJ1lu $700 per 
month inrcilL Our busine~s al:tCill is Lryillg tu r..:ullvincc lier th~n she can buy ,\ house j(}r 
that. ' , . 

We;ve s~hed~llcdallothe( 12-w~ek'pre-j()h (mining pmgram for the spring so thUl we Clln 
lr,lin ymtng people in Baltimore us hrickll1ycrs \0 build tlie new R<.lvc:ns IIladiunl at the. 
'same rilllc they hui Id lheir futufe, 

We also have a l~~'1L(nivL! llgr4;CmCnt w(If'keu OUl wilh Gov, Ul\;nd\.'ifinilig,Spc:akcrTitY)oT 
lmu St.:rmtor S.~l'bl'llleS to huilJ l1ur Naliollal Masol"yTruiniligunJ Rcscnl'l:h "Ccntc,·s,t'P't. 
Ritchie h'l W1:~lern Milryland U::I purl of th~ T¢dc ..... olnrnient of clo~ing miiit,aryhQ~c~. ' Thili 
will train t.houj:i\nd~ ()f bdckla)'cr!l. 

Lt!l me know31iything else you need. 

. i 
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Student bricklayers
building own ; .. 
futures 

,.':' 

Ihoy we.. Ab~ iUl<:lynonpl'('),• Opportunity: Anew 
dUCEive:' said Fnlnk 

training pro&ram Campi(elli, llwrier of 
Ba.ltlmnre MallOnry. .

promises to save money 1)iph:.Uy. r:r1Sin~c!i 's.r.iw1 a 
three-,ea.r of1-lhe-job a~n­Cor empoJyers while 	 li('1:ship; durin8 which lhey 
nuei'ld I;.\:asses nncl': a wcek for .attracting newcomers " year. For Ihe emplu)'tr. 
hnwcvcr. (he first year i~to the inasonry trade. 
WAiled entirely ('In traini"".· 
.~il.iQ Campilolli. ., . 
. 1l'Ie ~r"~itUn C'1'\'nderiscsR:,: Abbl: vluck 
thaE iir~t yeAr intI" a 12·wi:-ek 
criliDe. As a ruuh. gruaulltirig 
:>lloldenlS arc given orodit (gr 0'1 

. SUN $T~" 

. I'='llcinl! 1\ \I,I\"rk ft'ltce LOIIlI of IS m(lntl\~ of Ittl 
. IIppiu"~hjn8 rcttn:ml~n'. apprcnlice~hlp. which 
IInioni",-, m88¢tU hci,",c 

includes tilC ycillr'SWl.lrill nr 
{ConlCd Ull with maoagcrneRl Ito.il\inB:ute! lhe rhflll! monih" 
in II flew rr.linlRg progflj;ft spel'lt. U! lhepfoxram. ~aid 
(lesi~n8C1 lu all nlCt IItudeOIll 

Charl~1I R. Driscoll Jr, vice 
Al\d CUt CUIlIS for criritftWluno. . rresidenl .of 1......:&1· I 

It. UQhiil\(t center 1,11\ \IoIhp.el~. Dri..:kl:lYl!rJ; ,lit Allil!c.I
whic.h rl>ll~d into Sallimurc CraflwurQI"lI in MIIf),land.
two mnr'lll1$ a~u, 5cl(!r;,eo. twn On thc ",,:age' sCDb.:. th,n
f.hm::n sllloenfc - 12 from lhe 

ITICiUlli II st.lltin~ sIl14ry',n( ~o 
~ity .Dnd :I 1.10101\ t'rom rareSn! uf the full \l;1I~e iIIitl'l 
Nodalk, Va; - fot the pro· hcncfits. cmnp&1"flC! wilh Ih~ 
,1'11111. whlC.b i. flln.leU hy Iho 50 pcn:cnt ttl:\t oinur starflng 
InlemOlionai MasOl\t\l ....url",1'!' rcooiv~. And after 
IftSllrutc, • jail\t laoor-mM­ lhree monthl.lI~ lcudcnts
agement uu", receive 71) percenl. The""'111 Pl'Olfl'lUn gj\l,u .crY. . noU"nal ilver:lgl!! wagc fI'lr
den!, (he tf'ilininl{ 1010 were masn";I. iii 523.4fl :tn hour.
givinllhem on thc.jub, ....here \1110: luding b~~netlra.. sw,1 BIIlen 

RtJvdcr. prc!iidenl of ':QCill I 3lalC::!' IIl~dcl'lll cmd i .. triining 
in. M:u:),llInd. Virginia and them fmm a truck at the 
'Of...asilln"'n''''.....n. . . Ol\iv.crsil~" of Maryland's 

SUI. despite annd \l;IIIiCS.I:IDltimM camDUt. .. 
mlll~UII$ Al'e D. di48PpCorlPlB Pot' SLCphon Winder. a. 19. 
lIreSet woncCI'lI tlild empioycn y~~o.r-old from Galtil1'lore. the 
sa.v. . . . ... .. pmurern will .. "now him;'to 

: . "'",0 a~erdge age in our f.:l.Ult mUIr·moricy. save IViO 
ctild~ Qowis 51 - Uld i", S~· '"en h~lId :1.110 lIoli my n ........ 
in Mu;yland:' si\id Clarenee humes,". .. .. . 


. NIc:hol~.l'MI's natinnDJ. uwn· Winder. :who Rllende:! Il 


in.coordinalor. . y(\C:mtlnI11 ~CM('II for hrielc. 

CorlitactfttR Hu~b I\~ (.;eotSo I;'yin~. '!'lent ihi: llilil Yf.l1z 

StNhl;e, owner. nf Ollnll& ~Ol1lpler.in8 a teal estate 
Masol'l)' in Balumore, aunh- l'UUnI.() , . 

utCd trle decLine to the nll.l1uc A.n<J. J?yt'!ll.N)l~l C:umlyn 
nC the wor~, cutbliLCk.s ill the 'DIlVis lirlid Ihe .ilJb proinlsM 
cniuliructiun indullrry and sca- In her at the end oC thc pro­
lon81 (actors, which mC3n Sram save hE\r the cnntldencc 
mal \l;orlters ate ~rnploY<:\1 ('ltr tl', huy ~ huu~, , 

l)nlY:.lMul I.SOO hnllu i.I yc:;'r. DaVis wat D ·inembor of 
'I1IBl'S INhere the IllnhlJe Sl.\;p Up. u c.:ity program that 

trainIng center COlnU in. tlCposes Pl.Ihlic housing R:IIL' 
Dr.:I:l'CilJled inLCrl:$t clfifln doni..,u) different nspectS Q( 

mCAns . there Hren'r enoueh 	 tonslru<;rlon. Afler Iryinll 
$rudenui 10 liiake ~c!hing ltlt ., . 1:V1~lclilyiriS'. DaviN, who hll.S 
mle-year cnursC wLinhINhile. 	 painiCd her hclmt..'( \lIi(h the 
In tii1l1.imUR~ Ih~" hav", b~cu 	 \.m,d~ "", ~tar il'l bu·m," liked 
,'()Cla,;!iell fur (hefuL~l live 'lli~i tr;;cle Ilndrhe ~al!le~ :il,\ 

years. s\ncetl'ic union~ ca.n '.1 	 mucll. thill. she oppJied Lu 
afford ILl hire an fRst nlC:(or for 	 JMl' S prUgI'tlm,.. . .... 
lI¢ven or ciIlIIlIlNderua:. ~~i" In M:trytand, ·ilfiiun timul 
Dria.1)11 M LoiaJ l. wh(l~;ud . 	~ccjvc, I.tbouC 25 percent uf 
lhere u5Cd 10 be ~ m:lny :ts 40 	 C:1~lltmeL~. which uMslalCfllo 
~nlS perc::11U5. 	 OJ tiillhcr p.:r<:cnuase of rc... 

Wilt! rhe Inobile ceiur.;r. I.MI . ~nlle ,qlnr.e mn5f ttniun work: ill 

hrines elules 10 aregion In 	 UlJnc· OTt C(lInmeretal projl.'Ct.~ 
re.~panlic to demand (rom the 	 Nichols "a.ju. 
10Cill. which specifics. ilJ 

n=I.11I Rnd guamnte~1I joh!! to 
the . students traine<1. 
Bi&hirnorc iii the program'); 
"j"ttI loc81;\)1'1 ~Inlic il t.eS4n 

in JCJi.1~. . . . 
In VIrginia nnd MDryland•. 


wnc:fc II~ applicams \l;e~ 'Clo 

fow fur the 'i..c91~ In hold 
 ItlU'kl~IT'I!ft \IIml 1>VIlMi~~;1"I1It 01' 
elj)1I8c:~. 1M 1 curnbined the· 11m 11""'1''''01''' ~t iN 
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Charles Murray ~ Summary of his article, The Coming White Underclass, 
printed in the Wall Street Journal, October 29. 1993 

Charles Murray's proposition in the October 29th article published in the Wall Street Journal 
article is: Illegitimacy is the single most important s!lcial problem of our time·more important 
than crime. drugs, poverty, illiteracy, welfare or homelessness because it drives everything 
else. Doing something about it is not just one more item on the American policy agenda. but 
should be at the top· for moral. not economic reasons. 

He writes how the high rate of illegitimate births in the African American community has been 
a topic of concern since Moynihan's study in the early 60's when the black illegitimacy rate 
was 8round 26 percent. Now, he explains, the iII~gitimacy rate in the African American. 
community is up to 68 percent and in the white community. it is up to 22 percent. Of that· 
22 percent, the large majotity have a high school level education or less. He suggests that 
the illegitimacy rate may multiply in the white community as it has in the black community 
and that society can't handle the problems which that will cause. Therefore, radical action 
must be taken. 

Society must say that to have 8 baby that you cannot care for yourself is profoundly 
irresponsible and the government will no longet subsidize it. 

He recommends: . 
1. End all economic support for single mothers; cut AFOC to zero; make single mothers 
Ineligible for subsidized housing or food stamps (universal medical coverage Is an idea which 
is here to stay and need not be cut). These steps will force women to take precautions 
against pregnancy, give the child up for adoption, or look to the resources of her family and 
other adults. If the government does not subsidize the costs of raising illegitimate children 
then the people and communities which must foot the bill will stigmatize illegitimate birth and 
scare young women and young men into more prudont behavior, as was the norm in the good 
old deys. 

2. Make It easy to put a child up for adoption and make it easier for married couples to adOPt. 

3. Make the tax code fayor marriage and children. 

) ,', 
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Charles Murray elaborates on his article "The Coming White Underclass" 

This Week with David Btink/sy" November 28th" 1993 

In the interview he says he has gotten an overwhelming response to his article and that 

people are in agreement with his idea that we need to take drastic steps to reduce 

illegitimacy. He likes to say that he is saying what Moynihan said thirty years ago •• that too 

many illegitimate births will cause chaos. 


He does not say that welfare is completely to blame and he does not say that women like to 
be on welfare. However, he does say that welfare makes it economically possible for a 
women to have a baby without a husband, and illegitimacy, not welfare, is what he wants to' 
end. Therefore. [hel "want[s) to get rid of the whole welfare system, period, lock, stock and-
barrel .- if you don't have any more welfare, you enlist a lot more people in the community ,':­
to help take cara of the children that are born." When a community has to pay the economic' " ' 
consequences of illegitimacy, once again the behavior will be stigmatized, and then reduced. 

In aider to not penalize the children he lists a few options: 
1. give them up for adoption when they are born 
2. operate lavish, nurturing "orphanages" 

When Sam Donaldson pressed Mr. Murray on how eliminating welfare would "help· to bring 
back the stigma attached to iII$gitimacy Mr. Murray explained that parents would make sure 
their children knew the serious consequences of having a child. Mr. Murray said he truly 
thinks that low-income parents know that welfare is out there to support them and therefore 
they do not feel enough pressure to not have children they cannot economically afford. 

From lin Intsrview with Chatles MUfray on the Diann. Rshm Radio Show" J,nuB/y 5. 
1993 

D.R. - What about those on welfare now? 

Murray supports a grandfather cl~use for those presently on welfare. They will continue to 
receive the benefits they get now. 

D.R•• What If you are wrong? What if tuning welfare does not change people's behavior? 

Bill Clinton should not cut welfare, nationwide tomorrow. States should have flexibility and 
be encouraged to ellperiment. For example, in North Dakota there is a small AFOC caseload. 
let ND try cutting AFDC and other government supports. Let States experiment with cutting 
supports for women under 18, etc. 

D.R. - Doesn't your plan Justpuniahlng the poor? 

If a single woman can economically and emotionally afford a child, it's not great. but it's her 
prerogative. 
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Charles Murray elaborates on hIs article "The Coming White Underclass- • page 2 

Other comments: 

Charles Murray doss not believe the root cause of society's problems is lack of jobs. He 
believes that illegitimacy is a problem in itself. 

Charles Murray does not want to cut supportivCI services in order to save tax payer money. 
His primary concern stopping the moral problem of illegitimate births. 

Charles Murray believes that unwed fathers should not have to pay child support. Then "little' 
girls" would know that the only way to have legal right to money for their child is if they are' . 
married. 

He is not happy about federally funded abortions but will not take a firm stand for or against 
it. 
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Counterpoints to Charles Murray and his article "The-Coming White Underclass" 

Robart Oreenstein of the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities and Elijah Andarson, a 
Professor at University of Pennsylvania, author of ·Streetwise- - Dianne Rehm Radio Showl 
January 5, 1993 

Cutting welfare decreases the number of out-of-wadlock births 
Robert Greenstein says that welfare does notintluence out-ot-wedlock births. In States 

where economic benefits are lowest. out·of·wedlock birth rates ara highest. (Note that this 

does not fully counter Murray's argument that any sort ot guaranteed income couid make a 

woman feel safer about the economic realities of giving birth to a child out-of-wedlock.) 


Murray ignores the needs of people who get divorced and then plunge Into povertY and the .. 
need for trensitional support 
While Murray says there should be a grandfather clause for people on welfare now, he does 
not think the government should provide assistance to families who fan into poverty after 
divorce. Greenstein points out this problem. and says people need transitional support during 
this time. 

There is a higher rate of poverty and crime among people who grew up on welfare but the 
majority of people who spend time on welfare later get jobs and live productive. happy lives. 
People need transiti.onal support. 

ResponsibilitY of the father in out-of-wedlock births 
Charles Murray does not think that men who father children out-of-wedlock should have to 
pay child support. Robert Greenstein says we should get tough with paternity establishment 
and child support enforcement and make men responsible for controlling out-of-wedlock 
births. 

Adoption 
Murray is a tremendous advocate of adoption and says that there is an endless supply of 
parents who want to adopt. Greenstein points out that there may be a huge market for 
newborn babies but not for children who are a few years old. and often people fall into 
poverty and go onto welfare when children are a few years old. 

Cut welfare and people will think hard about the repercussions of sexual activity 
Murray says that if welfare is eliminated people will think hard, for the first time. about the 
consequences of sex and having children. Greenstein points out 70 percent of the out-of­
wedlock births are to women twenty and over, (implying thet they are old enough to have 
thought about the issues of sex, children and responsibility). Elijah Anderson says that Murrav 
does not take into account the hopelessness in poor communities. Anderson says that poor 
blacks who only knaw poverty do not think like middle class whites like Charles Murray, who 
think that stigmatizing out-of-wedlock births will cut down on the rate of those births. 

The idea and implicatlons of the rising white underclass 
Murray says that illegitimacy rates in the white community are where they were in the black 
community thirty years ago end the social problems in poor black communities have escalated 
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Counterpoints to Charles Murray and his article "The Coming White Underclass" ·page 2 

as the out·of-wedlock birth rate has risen. His article about the "coming white undarclass" 
implies that the social problems born out of rising illegitimacy in the white community will lead 
to huge social problems in society at large (because whites make up 80 + percent of society).:' 
Greenstein says that black poverty is very concentrated and, it is easy for social problems to: '. 
dominate a concentrated. poor'area. White poverty Is very spread out. Greenstein explains~,· 
and Murray's predictions of 70 percent illegitimacy rates and rampant social problems in the' 
white community 30 years from now are not accurate. 
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Administration Responses to Charles Murray's article, "The Coming White 
UnderclassM ' :.,' 

President Clinton 

President Clinton portrays "spiritual renewal as a supplement to government action, not a 
substitute for it. ' 

. 
"I think Murray did the country a great service ... I think his analysis is essentially right, If 

' 

President Clinton said in a recent interview. "Now. whether his prescription is right, ,I. , 
Question." He said Murray's solution "would work" to reduce illegitimacy, but he questioned, 
whether it would be "morally right." ;' ',7' 

Secretary SheSale IAmerican Political Network, Abortion Report, December 14, 1993} 

OWe will never successfully deal with welfare reform until we reduce the amount of teen-age 
pregnancy in this country." 

Ron Mincy (The Independent, December 20, 1993, Peter Pringle} 

Another reasonable voice is that of Ron Mincy of the Ford Foundation in New York. His point 
is that Murray is not talking about anything that government has not been thinking about for 
a long time. The rise of white single-parent families has been known for some time and policy 
responses are already under way. Since 1975 the federal government has been reforming 
welfare, trying to combine government and private support for "fragile families". These 
families, many without male heads of household. were formed over the past two decades as 
real wages for non-college workers declined, especially among males. 

A key problem. argues Mincy, is that the government aid thus far has been dkected solely at 
the mother and the child· alienating the male. Mincy favours projects to lure fathers back into 
the family. The Family Support Act of 1988 attempts such a task. offering employment and 
job training in return for child support. 

RepubUcan Response IJames Gannon, The Detroit News, December 19, 1993} 

Even the House Republican welfare reform bill, introduced last month. stops far short of 
Murray's prascription. Michigan Rep. Dave Camp, who helped draft the bill. said the House 
GOP welfare task force considered Murray's medicine but found it too strong. 
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The Baston Globe an December 28, 1993 reported Charles Munay as saying 
the following about Mary Jo Bane and David Ellwood: 

Murray. who said he knows and admires Ellwood and Bane. described them as 
"fundamentally social Democrats. They believe in the idea of the helping hand of government. 
And they have a president who isa cipher. who ran a tough commercial in his campaign but 
who has shown no tea. enthusiasm for 8 radical break with the past. 

"I see Mary Jo and David in a rather isolated position." Murray said. 


