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LOCAL GOVERNMENT COALITION ON WELFARE REFORM
» National League of Cities » National Association of Counties »
» United States Conference of Mayors « TR NAce

Recommendations for Welfare Reform Legislation

Gurrent welfare reform proposals elimingie the needs-based nature of public assisiancs, replacing zz with poorly fund
plack grants containing no assurances that local governmants will be provided with adequate program funding. The loss of
“safety net”, along with cuts in benelit aligibility and denial of job training to recipients will force gity and county
govarnments to bear the unshared costs of caring for thess families and dealing with the increase in homelessnass
medical sxpense, hunger and crime in communities, As represantatives of cities and counties concerned with weliae
reform, we support the following important concepts to be inciuded in any wetfare reform legisiation, .

+  Woelfare roform legisiation must not impose unfunded feders! or state mandates on iocal governments.
EH

v Ensure thal states maintain af least their gurrent funding leve! for welfare programs without incregsing local
goversment costs. :

t

*+  Ensure local government role If block grants are estabfished, :
{
State and locat governments must wink jointly 1o plan ang design programs so that welfare semces are

provided in a manner that maeets the nesds of the communily. %

»  Locat govemments currenily responsible {or e administration of the state programs must be ai jowed 10
design welare programs for iheir jurisdictions,

¢+  Maintain benefits for legal immigrants. t

«  Excluding tax-paying legal residents from assistance is unfair and ghifts respansibility and costs 1o
already overburdened lacal qovernments through general assistance and city and county services.

» Federal denial of state angd local benefits may be unconstitutional,

¢«  Ensure programs remain needs-based,
+  Maintain the individual entitlemerd 10 welfare and Medicaid banefits.
« include adequately funded "contingency™ fungding mechanism which states could socess in times of economic
downturn andfor population grawth,

;
»  Remove provisions concerning family caps and assistance to unwed maothers under 18,

+  Guarantee child care and education and training.
« individuals should not be required to participate in work activities unless affordable child care is provided,
+  Training & education shauld be an allowable work aclivity,

i
+  Make work pérﬁcipatioﬁ rates realistic,

» Reduce work participation rates ang requiremants from ievals in Current proposals,

+  Muaintain Title V-E Foster Care entithament statiis,

+ Retain entitiement for Foster Care and Adoption Assistange, including VB admin%stfazieaﬁrainiﬁg funding.
s Ensure Medicakt linkage for all chitdren in foster care, |

+  Maintain SSi eliyibliity and tink to Medgicaid for children, !
s Retain Medicaid eligibility for all SSI recipients. |
«  Preserve individuat functional disability assessments (FA) for SSi children, '
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES
HUMAN SERVICES AND EDUCATION STEERING COMMITTEE

AMENDMENTS TO EXISTING RESOLUTION (6M) ON W’EI;F ARE
REFORM

WHEREAS, counties are closer to the people and are the hasic
providers of social services and welfare programs; and

WHERFEAS, the National Association of Counties has been a long-time
supporter of, and continaes fo support i comprehensive welfure reform system
thut rewards work, protocts children and strengthens families, and that is
supported by sofficient federal funding and assuees local flexibility to train people
for jobs that promote lopg-term self-sofficiency; and

WHEREASR, Congress is currently dehating wellure block grant
proposuls that will signiticantly change the federal, state, and county role; and

WHEREAS, many of these changes would hurt vulnerable children by
increasing uniuet basic needs and further eroding the existing protections
provided by the federal government and-with-shift-by shifting costs to the
vounty govermment level and ‘

WHEREAS, countics and states will have to immediately implement
castly administentive mukecosthy-cigmbieant chunges in the way programs ase
delivered eperateds and

\’U]{i‘ RFAS m order for ‘wcifuc ref{}z mio xuccccd Wﬁeﬂ-ﬂw&m
Work: immltum to work must be facilitated h§ m&i{mg j()b% ava;iabia and by
assuring the provision of job training, job placement, child care, health care

and transportation costs:

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED dhat the National Association of
Counsiex realtirms its ewrentpolicy that for the protection of children the
Congress continue the federal entitlement for Aid to Families with Dependent
Childresn, Foster Care payments and administration, Adoption Assistance,
Medicaid, and Food Stamps; and

BE I'T FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Association of
Countics opposes chininating cligibility for single teenage parents and their
children but supports alternatives that would encourage teenage parents to live
with thelr parents or other responsible adults, and fund enhanced case
management and independent fiving arrangement; and
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BE P FURTHER RESOLVED that the Nutional Association of

Countics oppases famify caps and supports pilot programs butsopports
gontinuing-demonstration programs 10 test the effectiveness of faanly caps; and

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVYED that the Nationat Association of
Counties reaflirms its epposition to denying or reducing benefits 1o legal
impugrants; and

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Association of |
Counties reaffivms-s-ensrent policy that time-limited assistance must include
adequate federn! and state funding for the nocessary j(}h raining, job placement,
continued subsistence graats, health care coverage, chitld care, ransportation, and
administration; and

BE I'T FURTHER RESQLVED that rime-limited assistunce must also
inchde adeqguate federal and state funding for homeless shelters, foster care, and
services (o the wentadly ill and handicapped; and

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that welfure reform must inciude an
apgressive strategy of collaboration among the federal, state, und county
governnnts and the private sector 10 create enough living.wage jobx that
promote sustainable seif-sufficiency for all; and that i competitive johs are not
availabic, alternatives must be provided; and

BE I'T FURTHER RESOLVED that the Nutional Association of
Cosmies apposcs arbzzmw d]‘l(j cozmcrprodu\.tm participation requtrements and -
H-tusteplueert 5 supports mmwtually negonated
Lo mL‘;‘siiiCHMWWfMWﬂWgWI&HWW
these-gouls to evahuate programs and service delivery; and

BE T FURTHER RESOLVED that the Natlonal Assogiation (32
Countics supposts-the-federah-stater-and-couty-partieipaion-et it
pregrans—with-noredustiondn-the-current-federnl-participation; rm;aests that the
federal and state governments provide enough fanding to ensure existing
tevels of serviee without shifting costs te counties; and

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVYED (hat the National Association of
Countics opposes reducing benefits to children who have not had paternity
cstablished; und

BE I'T FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Association of
Counties supports mandating pavental cooperation with paternily estoblishment
cfforts for child support and prwldmv county and state agencies with the tools to
enforee that conperation, and :
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BE I'T FURTHER RESOLVED that the Nubional Association of
Counties urges Congress to provide counties and states seffletent- adequate time :
to design and implement welfase reform to meet the needs of service recipients
and the locul employment market; and 2

RE I'T FURTHER RESOLVED that the Nationul Association of
Couvnties udopts the following “Guidelines for lncome Maintenance and Child
Welfare Block Grants” 10 both ensure specific proteclion and encourage
flexibiity; and

-

BIEA-FERFHER-RESOLVEED-tha-Covntiessiul have-the-opportuntiy !
WW%;%&WMWMM PR '
S ; rbd-approprrte-for :
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BREIT FURTHER RESOLVED that wellure reform legislation must include
a reguireiment that the siate provide cerfification of focal government involvement |
ins the development of the state plan. This certification must include the follewing
CHMPONCHLs:

1. That local governments have worked jointly with the stade in all phases of the
plan, design, and administration of welfare services in the state 5o that servieus
are provided in a manner appropriale to local populations;

2. That local governments have had st least 60 days fo submil comments on the
finul plan and the design of such services; and

Such certification shall also include assurance that when local elected
officials are currently responsible for the administration of wellure services, .
such local clected officials will be able to plan, desipn, and administer for ‘
their jurisdictions the operation of these programs.

Adopted by Human Services and Education Steering Comenitiee :

{unanimous)
dMarch 2, 1996

Adoptest by Bouwrd of Direciors
(Uninimous)
Murch 3. 1996 :



http:h,,,,.I1

_i
:1 ‘ .
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COALITION ON WELFAR}E REFORM
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RECOMMENDED AMENDMENT ON ROLE CGF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS I

%
Recommended amendmeni, Amend section 402 {8} {4} of the conference report on MR 4 20
reug:

“(4) CERTIFICATION OF THE ADMINIéTRATlON QF THE PROGRAM

-A certification by the chief executive officer of the State specifying which State agency or |
agencies will administer and supervise the program refarrad t¢ in paragraph (1) fur the flsca
year, which shall include assurances that iocal governmaents and private sector Qrgamzazzons--

|

!

“(A) have worked jointly with the State in all phases of the plan and design of welfare
services in the State so that services are provided in a manner appropriate to local {
populations, and

“{8} have had at least 80 days to submit comments on the final plan and the design of
such sarvices; and

§

“(C) will not be required o establish or increase welfare related programs, aclivities or
services in ways that necessitate the expenditure of additional public revenue by a unit of local
government unless the State or Federal government appropriates the additional funds to the
unit of focal government that fully funds the additional expenditure necessary to carry out the
requirement for each year the requirement is in effact. )

Such certification shall also include assurance that when local officials are currently!
respongible for the administration of welfare services, such local elected officials will be able to
 plan, design and administration for their jurisdictions the programs established pursuant to this
Act, ¢
!
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THE UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF MAYORS

820 YN STRUET, NORTLOWESE
) ' WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006
TRLBFICNE (2 2957338
1A (202 WA.3352
WD 203} L5448

March 14, 1996
TG Anita Vord
X
FROM: Lavra DeKovea Wexman WV
RE: Ciry and County Officials Allending March-15"Meetin
N Iy y ‘ g : g
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Adending the March 15 Meeting at 2:00 PM in the Scoretary’s
Conference Room will be:

Laura DeKoven Waxman, The U5, Conference of Mayors
Marilena Sanz, Nutiona! Assoclation of Coundes
Barrie Jabin, Nat:oual lesgue of Citles

Hve Maldenado, League of Californta Citles

Tom Bowurth, Philadelphiz

Lisa Shuger, New York City

Tom Walkers, San Dicgo County

jay Michaud, Chicago

Kaie Sachooff, Chlcage

Patricia Craig, Califomiz Welfare Directors
Dareyl Sephens, California Welfare Directors

- Merritt Wegner, Alameds County
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