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The NatiOMI Com"",••• otS!ate LesWarur.. (NCSL) bdiev.. the pr.Yisi.", addr.ss" bOI~w 
merit inclusion in ny legislation that WOJ;ild refonn the nation', welfare SY3t~ State !'3isl1tors 
are eonvn.ittM tQ revamping Ollt' income se~utity pro,grama: and shifting their (ows to' work. ~d 
employment tor eligible popularioru. 'ttl do tbjs !UccenfWly. there are three critical isSUei for 
NCSL, not addressed .. the bip.m.an i""""'or,' pr.posal, that sltould bo add....oed in final ' 
legislation: '. : , 
1, 	 611i1lD SIll!! lellj,IIW.w\!!lrilY to JU!PtlWiate new fotlml.- gnI!!t fuDd. IR' W.I~ 

~rRSouns. Seciicn 1101 oftbe. conference agreement on H.R.4 must be ineluded in any I 
'Welfare legislation in order for NeSt. to endoriO it. Known JtS the 8roWl') AJncrtt!tneI'\t, i 
Section 1101 has t;njoyed overwn~mg bipartisan support nut provision, wbieh plssed 
in the SClUt¢ Qn an overwhclrrJng 9l-6 vo.e, win serve to ensure tha1 State: legislators. ana 
governors work cooperatively. openiy a:td delibvMely in implementing a revised Stlllte# 

federal irtcQmc security partnership for wlnct\blc pO;lulaliOtls" 

2, 	 Ilnsuie iii'" of!Ul'<Mlelirn'!Q j!D1I~m.ru ne.. "'.11m; ~il>Rl< .rll\U Our mutoal'goal! 
should be tl\e succ.ssful implerncnwion ofprograms to reptaee lhose we know have not 
wor~. lust as Congress Ind the Admini!tr.ttion have debated tong on tbeses matten, sb 
too will state officials. Numerous sune reform programs are already underw<lY. meal'lin,& \ 
that $time states will compon: imrriediately with new federal initi.ati~s.. Nonetheless, tQ . \ 
ensure I01"lg~tmn SUC~e!! among the fifty states, we r~~cm4 that: 

a) Neither implemtntatlon datb :\Or date$: from whie:h fedttra! budget .Slvings are 
1(orOO be retroactive, 

b) Stat§ be given until OC1ober 1. 1997 w pian illd implement blade gr."nts, I 
0) Federal budget $avings commenee no earlier IhM October I, 1990. 

3, 	 AVQid shjft,ag IlQU$ Ne legal iWmhu'lti!A K! ~e$. NC'SL firmly believes tnit tnt federal \ 
government is,t'CSpofl5ible for maJnuining an adequate safvty net ftlr legal immigrants when 

, they cannot support thetns~'Ve" me conference llgrtemmt on U~ .4 doe~ not provide thiS 
aSSuranCe: ThercfQrc\ NCSL rceamruend!l that tl'Ie ioilo-wlrlg four ehat'!ges \:u:: made to t.he ' 
conference agreement on H.R, 4; 	 '. 

i 
a) Exempt legal immigrantS -u.'he are o~er:5 years old.and have ~ived in the U.S. (er \ 

at leul five yun and elCempt legal UtU't\lgre:nt1 who become dIsabled aftcr arrival I 

from alJ program bars and deeming provisions not in cUttent law. ("Dceminlf' is. \ 
t>oo_OO..... I~~~"l $Urt~ l){.>,·II~~1I'J2I.# ~!»l ."''' ~'-;."lI' 
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a.tttibuting a 'ponsor' 5' inCome to the itnlTligram when detormin.i.1'l8 program ,\ 
eiigibiiity,) II hu the effect ofmaking almost aU sponsored immigrants ineligib1e 
(Of mnM"'tesle4 pro.sf'lnt$." \ 

b) El.\min.inJ; any nc:w bars or dCeIDlns provliiol15 fOT the Mcdil;aid pl0pam tbat ate 
not in CWTen~ law. \ 

e) Abolish the deeming provisions lor all non-cash. federal met~tC3ted programs, 
d) Malnuin ehild nu!riti<>n and WlC eUgibilltyJbr all I~! children ...verl under 

current law.. 	 \ 
, ' 	 ,I 

Theire ~Te numerous provision, in the governors' Februwy 6, 1996 bipllrtiMln propo.al that should 

be ml:ilJdtd in VI':! welfare monn legislation Congre$$ consid.efs. The.r:: proviiiofl$ confonn with 

polli:;iC5 NCSL has actively advoc::ated. dlJnns the: l04tb Congeu, Without them, our mutua!. \ 

efforts to ,~sfUtly shift the focus. to work (or our welf.,! populations will be compromised . 


.NCSL atJ'OnzIy urges Congress to; 

Increau cl1ild care funding to lev.ls no. leas than those reeommended by the: govl;f1\ors 

This run(Uf'lg 1$ etsentia1 to' implement the federaily..inandated work panicipation 

requirementS we arn.iciptte, 
 \ 

2, 	 Make work participation requlremenu more nwoMble. Drop the work l'llliicir::ation I. 


requirement to 2S bours pet wed:: and Slv!: stiles the option to rcduer: work par..ieipation 
 \ 
(ot' mother:! with children. under age six to- 20 h'ours J:ier week \l, Retain the open*CTlded. entitlemtn! for (oster care, ado;:!tion aui!tanec .~d Qdministration, 

4, Increase cOflfinsency fund resources rpr future economic: downturns. 
S. Give states the option to impose -farrJ!y ~aps" restriction!. \ 
6, MalntaJ(llhe entiument structure fDr SS! cash fo,. children with revised eHgibiiity ~eria, 

We stronsly support the SSI "",ovlsio~s In the S~U! version cfllJl.4. 

1, Reauthorize.and mail'l,fAin tM clJrrem Food Stamps progr1.m as: an u1ic:zpptd entitlement 


We strongly bclieve that the addition ofour !hree 5uggeJticns-.the Bf'OWn amendmenf, 
implementation time, and immigration provi$ions~mpJemenf the conferetlce agl"eemem en RR. 
4 and v.udy strengthen the: -soyemQ~' proposal W.;: urge ygu to in;lude them in any welt1tr4: 
reform legiSlation. 

Thank you for considering NCSL's vi'Cws. Please contaa Sheri S'tois-e1. Michael Bird. or 10n I 
IDunla h,NCSL's: WSWngfon: offie-: at (202) 624·540'0 for funber assistance or irlformatl¢n, 
\ 

\J.mel1, Lack 
New York Senate 
PresIdent, NeSt 
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