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The National Confarsnce of State Legisiatures (NCSL) believes the provisions addressed below
merit inclusion in any legisiation that would reform the ration's welfare system. State legisiators
are conyninted 10 revamping our incoms sequrity programg angd shifting their focus o wark ang
employment for elighsle populations. To do this suzcessfully, there are three critical issues for

NCSL. not addressed in the bipartisan governors’ proposal, that should ba addressed in final
legislation:
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Rrogrem 3 ., Sem:cn lwiof the :mxfarencﬁ &sreemem on H:R. 4 mus:be mﬁi@"‘d n sny|

welfare legislation in order for NCSL 26 endorss . Known a5 the Brown Amendment, |

Secuion 1107 has enjoyed overwhelming bipartisan support.  This provision, whizh pas

se:{

in the Senne on an overwhalming 92-6 vore, will serve 1o ensure thar state legislators ang
governors work caoperstivaly, openly and deliberazely in impiomenting g revised state-
federal income scourmy partrership for wulnersble populations.
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worked. Just as Congress and the Administration bave debated long on thesss mattors,

- : nr e ants. Our mutual geﬁ
shauld b the Sucaessﬁzl smplcmnmmrz af‘ pi'og‘tams 10 mpv}ace :hr:sc we know have not

SG

too wilt state officials. Numerous state refdrm programs sre aiready underway, meamng
that some states will comport immediately with new federal initistivas. Nonetheless, to - ¢

ensure Hmg-torm suteass among the Ry states, we recommend thau

8) Neither implementation dates nor dutes from which federa! bud get savings gra
scored be ratrasctive.

B States be given umil Gotaber 1. 1997 to plan and implement block grams,

¢} Federg! budge: savings commenss no enrlier than October 1, 1988,

, NESL firmly believes thit the federal
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gcvcmmcnt z.,s tespnnssbie fcsr mammmrzg &n adum* safery net for Jegal immigrants when

' they cannot support themselves. The conference sgreement on HR. 4 does not provide this

assurance, Thercfare, NCSL recommends that the foliowing four shanges be mede 1o :.he '
conference ggreement on HR. 4;

|

2) Exempi legal immigrants who are over 75 years old and have lived | n the V.S for l
2t least fve years and exempt legal | zm:mgnm who become disabled after arival
from all pregram bars and deeming provisions not in current law, (“Deamning” is ‘
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artributing 2 sponsor’s income to the immigrant when determining program
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eligibilizy.) Tu has the effect of making slmost all sponsored immigrants ineligible

for means-teqted programs.
) Elimingte any new bars or deeriing provisions for the Medicaid program that
not in current jaw,

e

&) Abaolish the desming provisions for i nonscash, federal means-tested prﬁgrams\
&} Maintain child auerition am‘! WIC eligibilivy for all immiprant children served mzdiar

surrent law,

i

There mre numerous prowvisions in the governors® February 6, 1996 bzpamsnn ;zropmat thar shou d
be invluded in any weifars reform legisiation Congress :mﬁm These provisions conform with
policies NCSL has actively sdveeated duriag the 104th Congress. Without them, our mutuad
affarts to successfully shift tbe focus to work for our welfars populstions will be cormpromised. !
NCSL strongly urges Cezzgress 10: .
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Increase ehild care ﬁmdzng 1 levels no, lesg than those recommended by the govemors.
This funding is essential to implement the federally-inanduted work participation
requiremients we anticipute,

Make work participation requiremenns more reasorable, Drop the work pamisipation

requirement 1o 25 houts per wegk snd give states the opton 10 reduce work panticipaion

foor mothars with chitdren under sge six 10 20 houes per waek.

Betan the opencended entitiernam for foster care, aﬂop:imz assistenec and admitdstration,

increase contingency fund resources for fut ture eOnomic govTIIITS.
Give states the option 1o inpose “family caps” testrictions,

Mainiaio the entidement structure for SSI cash for children with revised sligibiliny eriteria, |

We strongly support the S8I provisions in the Sennte version of HR 4.
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Reauthorize and mainain the current Food Stamps program as an uncapped entitiement. 3

We surongly believe that the addition of our three suggestions—the Browsn amendment,

implementation time, and immigration provisions—complement the conference agreement on H.R,

4 and vastly strengthen the gevn:m-rs proposal. We wrge yvou 10 inglude them in any welflire
reform legislation,

Thank you for considering NCSL's vicws. Please contact Sheri Steisel Michael Ritd or Jon
Dunlap in NCEL's Wasiungton uﬁim #t{202) 623-3400 for funther assistance o information,

James 1 Lack .
MNew York Senate
President, NCSL
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