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TORONT(l, Oct. 2£-Soon ,",,, 
t~i:ing office. Prime Minister jean 
Chretien set out to reshape Canada's ,. welfare system because the country 
no longer can afford the rost of the 

'generous assistance It has proViOOd 
tIS citizeJ\$ for 30 yean,

Nearly a year later. however, reac
:lion to the fint phase of the proposed 
ief!)l1'f)S indicates that Chretien llUIy 
not be able to aflotd the political cost 

'of scaling back that assistance. 
. ,A watered-down set of options re

'leased by the government earlier this 
: irumth-seven months behind ached. 
. ule-has met with sharp criticism not 
,just from Chretien's political oppos.t. 
"tion. hut from provincial leaden 
'across Canada, Their cooperation is 
..rieeded to reform the social safety net 
'because the province$ administer and 
help payior some of those programs, 
" Lucien Bouchard. opposition leader 
~ the federal parliament. said the pa
per was "'stillborn,'" "imperialistic" and 

"-untralizing,'" -Bob Rae, premier of 
:Ontario, Canada's most populous 
'province. called the paper an "insult'" 
:and an "utter disappointment," In 
.Quebec, where separatists lead the 
'Yrench.-speaking province. officials:ailled the document an unacceptable 
power grab. Interest groups tepre
seating labor and other berte:ficiaries 
'M the programs up (or reriewalso de-
dared the paper a oon-starter, And 

, ·the big automakers said if unemp!oy' 
'menl benefits did not cover tbe:ir 
.workers while plants were being reo
tooled, Canada would become less 
r,.ornpetiti~.

thisij;a~the ~rn!:n~~~olai~ 
i first step of reforms. Its most radi
@ options: making pe<lple work at ; ~ent Children. IS ~~o 
!east 12 weeks be(;)re they Can roneet i single parents. Rufus. vary widely .m 
unemployment benefits rather than ~da, but weliare IS more readily 
the current rninimuJJl of 10 targeting available nearly evef}"Where. 

, ,welfare to families with cmidren and In the province of Ontario. where 
"oCtfering ~etlt training to'we1- • more' than 12 'percent of the popula· 
,:fare ~ " 
_ Canadians long have been proud 
that their social benefits-more gen
erous io eligibJlity, duration and' 
amount than in the United Sates-
help defi~ their natl<mal identity. 
The-y pOint out that po-verty a~d 
~l~ness an;'~ ~re, while 

._ _LCf,!me ~ 1!l00e e\"e.nlY distributed be-

Costs of Welfare 

~richand poor" .•, ··~~wever. 
_,But at ~ ~e t!me,.Canadians. 
are, ~g untated t.hJt much of 
lbetr h.i~ taxei seem to be spent on ,'_ away from home, althoUgh they must 
supportmg welfare c':t~ts. and polls. 
have shown that a rtlaJOlitY of respon
dents favor reform. .
~-_"A shooting incident here fast -week 
pnmded ill case in pQjnt when Ta Phil 
ciwng; an adult student at a TQl'tmto
til&h school, shot and wwnded two 
guidance counselors. allegedly be· 
cause the c:ounselors were about to 
rffOke his student status and thereby 

'his weHare payrne!lt$, , 
,:' Many peopJe,askMwhy it. was that; 
!lR 8PJJ:1lf'ently singJ.e,~.27-year~ mao.! 
jh.s eligiWe fur welfii'e benefits 1ll the; 
~~. .' 
. "The time has come, to drive ho~ 
~ ~sson that there IS"no shame m 
~ an ~t dollar, reader Gas. 
ton Giamprinj wrote to the Montreal
G.uette last week. 1'00 many greedy
~Ie can, but vron't. work." 
'Many more people are eligible lor 

-wettare or unemployment benefits in 
Canada (han in the United States. In 
1986. according to one study, 6 per~ \ 
cent of the income retcived by Cana~ 
diMs ove:rall came from government 
transfer payments; for Americans the 
Ct"lmparable figure ...."s: 2.4 percent. 
The number of Canadians on social 
assistaoct has doubled since 1981
tM}'W. Canada will spend $12.6 bU~ 
lion on unemployment payments 
alone. The UmtedStates, by contrast, 
spends .bout $35 billion for a poputa-. 
tion 10 times that Of CaMda.. 
- In,the -Uruted States. the princip3J 

wtuare pt'Qgram, Aid ~o F~ with 

tion received welfare payments in 
1992, lIingle individuals can qualify if 
their income is low enough. Families 
in whkh one mem~r works can reo _ 
ceive a 'lop-up· it salary income is. trialired world. and last week officials 
minimum-wllge. A recipient alliO am said spending was running ahead Qf 
retain some assets: in Toronto, some- projections and would ha1{f: to be cUt 
000 can own a-car and two houses and IllQfe than cxpe(ted, 
still be eli~ble. The second hoose. _.•.~. .,_.:. ". 

. weeks, by her off, lure her cousin, 
and lO on," said Arthur Kroeger, a 
think-tank,head who formerly was a 
higMevel official in the l.3bor Minis· 
try. ~The generous system", has 
a.used all kmds of troUble and has 
caused. people to continue to li"-e in 
blgh-unemployment teglom.~ Without . 
the benefits, they mlgh.t have move<t 
to more PfO$perous areas. 

The reform effort now is before a 
parliamentary committee, which will 
hold pubUc hearings around the COW'!:' 
try, Even if those hearings reveal fur
the! opposition to (bange, fiowever. 
the Chretien government probably 
will press ahead. It can't aHord not to: 
Canada's budgtl deficit is proportion· 
ately <me 01 the highest in the indus

show reasons wby Ute;. cannot live 
'th their f "Ii - Aft b 

~, _amI es. er t e a~ 0; 
r 

18, any tugh school s!u?ent hvlng 
away from home can rewve welfare; 
about 12,000 students in the T{l!ooto 
~ea, many d them adult students 

llik~ Coong, were on the do~e", 
A lot of these people nave no III

tenlion ol going to' school," David 
Moll, chainnan of the Toronto Board 
or Education.' told the Globe and Mail 
newspaper. "Thtfre enrolling to get 

,3 welfare check, It"s like they've woo 
the lottery"~ 

Unemployment benefits also are 
more widely available in Canada than 
they are in the Uruted States partitu. 
I I' Cll hi mt-':'"
ar'f m ~u ~-tm~j.lNI ...ent ar

eas as tIie AtlantiC pr~s (If New. 
.fou~land and ~ova Scotla. The:t!. 
workmg,for HI we_eks can qualify 
someone for 42 w~ks of unemploy
ment paymen.ts. Over the years, the 
local econorrues have shaped them
selves around that schedule. 

"Yoo hire someone (or 10 weeks, 
lay them off, lUre their mother for 10 
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,~. I~1J.es Tighter Rules 
., JiI LCad:Paintillllomes.' 	 -,~, .\";r, ~ "'c, ,~, 

. ' ,,, ." ' ,,' ". 
·Hazan!s:~fUsI.nePiscloied to Buyers, 'lknants 
, .,' , ,)' "'" '. 

'!'he'rule" is designed to reduce'the 
WByGuyw___n·,•. ."'. mia in h[llT\t'S. Lead in paint. {(If ell'. 	 <) 

ample, is a hea..lth haunt, particulat.
,~l'~~to~ 1y for yotUlJ eltiJdren and wooten of 
«Itasc dwelOO" built bdote 191& (~ age. C«:stant ~ure 
will be I't;qwn:d t4 lnkIrm prmpe!: 10 e-retl ){lw Ie\.-el$ of Jud·~,ri 
uva ~ or 1!I!!'!.ImU ;aboot lead paint, dim: or- di,rt CIIl damage the 
~ ill a I:ii)me or lluiI!Ill!i, at  brain, ~ 2nd netVGUi syirt.mL 
OOl'mi t4 I tf,lI!JI!oo ~ HUD estimatn that too pl-int 
~tetdty by I~ Enlflronmental used in 57 miIIioo homes 100 apart_ 
Pro:!!~ Ag«V;'f and the Depart. ment ~~ threcquartm
mt fli Housi,n, lA¢ UrNtl:DevtI of 1M nation's pn.1918 ttoomn,..-. stock---crurtalns lead. Almo4t" mi). 

.' The new mJe t\IOIIId ~ prnp. bon American dWdm! still 1M, In". crt}' 0WIWt to «mIJ)Ielc ~ boma. clauified u priarity lwanis. 
fOnml aboulleafi.bned fA.Im or oth· (M~uid. 
er ~bted Iluards In dwellinp For _ dWdrec:I, the et!fctI: of 
tQ hit -.lid ur ren!.e1;l ltd 10 ~ the lead ~ An! ~ (,)m, CtIt 
fonns for t!Iree)'\'!lln Atler the sale. of every five minority or ~ 

The rule bu~ oU!er tedl:nl clilldren have ~ Ieveh of lead 
~ to combat the Iud ~ in lbeit blood. EPA!'igtuet ihmt. 
problem. including • 1918 bM on Under tbI! pnlIXlIed rules, bxae
the \\!lIt at !tad to h~ painl owntti wOuld be-~ to p:vride 
IItId the ~t (If Iea<I uted irdood pt'OIpecUve tena~t! or putchnert 
f'MIS. Si.nee t.t.:.e ~ toot d· with an EPA bo:>okkrt ablxrt IQd h#
jed, lead Uood Ievt1IIn the Unllm ;ud •. Tile booklet. are currently 
$u!(!tJ h;lyc tlIk1:t by S() ~. ac >lvaibble from fW "late .tI.&efltf. or,IJ, ~ b) the EPA., the EPA. 
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fn "$at WM(t U!'i Jl\fwmation 
&bout the kad nmtcnt ill d~£$ is 

'avaUa:.bie, b:omel'tMIU! will be rll'
quireQ ta ¥aY 110. ~i to \he 
~ regu/atloo, 

In .uGh GUell, Ch«t J)Cllipe.ctln-' 
buyer woold be gi¥t~. ltJ.diy peri
od hclore a iliJme il> sohl W tMdl!l:t a 
Iud paint impet:tion. 1'>'..e purcl\a$er 
would GOver ~ inspt'!t'Jon eMts. 

HUD Secretary Iffnty: Qsoems. 
Mid the rule \Vat crafted with UIll' I&

teresb ()f lilt' home indUllty l'Ind 
publil: he:t!th in fl'.ind. The telluir~ 
men! woltld add about $6- to ~vcrage 
dosiri, oosu Of about $75 milhoo 
per yw lliI:t.iooally, HUD estima.leI. 
The IIgency e.lt:inuted thaI ir.lld in
~ Wi)Uj(\ l'Il'Ige lronl $50 to 
$.IOO. 
,~ _ ill to nut m'O!rly burden 

tlw! ~ indllSttV. VM t.tke.Ktion 
to J!«lUct our chiIdmt from the daw 
S"~ thrut ~ in Je.ad.based 
pa;int,. Cimmw uid in I swemetrt.. 

Lynn GoIdm:an, an &SIIi:starJt EPA 
~.~with~ 

I'OL The ~ woold not ~ 
lelltrs OJ' Ie_II ta have their 
l!omoI~w~~ 
;Wl:lt to ... tftIOO\'td' ~ it fit 
found.*Wdinl_~ 
, 'The ~ rule _ out1itIed 

yes1eMay in a joint JJl!1d a.nf~ 
bdd by GoIdmmandN'1tboW Rmi- . 
flU, an ~ I«RWl' It HUn. 
11IIl rd will ~~ after 

• It f$(kIay ccmmetlt period, 

Improved Weather Alert System Urged '.' . 

~fT_ 	 m<mnll and alted tar II fliPil.l ~ here on w:.)'S to upgr-at'!e the current 

ing o! 1M eufffl\t Natkm.al ~ I!yjtem so t.hat 95 perant f!i Amen: Adwm<:.e waminp ot this year'. 
;md Atmullf>heric A<lm;n'stnlion am wi1l have ~tency warningsPllim 5Y.1!day t<Jma~ IallNi ta (NOAA) W~htr RMID "Item. aIQiI®Ie, With ./IulumatK. eq.:ipmentn>a<:h many of 111_ In uru\gtt from TIre $WmIS kdWd 42 ~ in. ml\m:pltals, .:h~s, community!.he ltnt:m!l that ~ 42 people,;U:' Iltree &tat~, Twmy were lillIed aM tmltl'n. $h<:>ppmg tt.!lllfl'3 and otheroor&nllioalltlw >'ep\Irt that Glih for 00 injurW wt.en tM rom rol.l.tpood at gathering ~.;,,' 	 lUI impnwe<4 weather r1l&o lYstoem. GO$ben Ultded Melh<>dl't tbun:h The Nati!)Ml Wtathet Servioo OJ>"',' . 	 More \hilt! 7& tornr«;lo warnings IJelr i'ier.lm<Jnt, Ala. e.rat~ 3 ~ 4 oovet1ll hundred were ifstted during the storm, in A tornado Wl'lh ~mlmAted at Ioal taclio stations <:ailed NOAA

eluding one from Birmingham. AilI., 15& mpll to. 200 mph ~ near Wl'lIIlhcr RMIlo, reaching about 75
sen! OO! 12 minute!! before the dead· the ehurclL,. rn",ing the eollllpw at perttM of ttt Mtioo. Test prn
lieM totnad(l tou~hcd down. Yet 11:$'1 !I_m, TMi cllurro did !l¢t My(! Irll.m3 to improve the system lul'le 
tI'IIUIy J)!XlpJe iti threatened pam 01 a weather radio or llIIY other me:tll$ I.lco:n jan»;be;J in A1abmla and f'Iuri-
AlaMnw and nelHby atale, never 	 .... .of fC«'iving the warning. 
got tim ~ the NatioMl Weailicr Tile $tOtm killed 22 peopl(! mAllI The ~her !le~'J ~w DollP" 
Scnioo'l diutlet 30l11)'Sis uid yes

i ,	
hama, l8 iu Georgi, 'ltd two in ler radars performed well it. Ille 

.... 	 ~rday. ~orth Carolhla, It alii) caused $107 Palm Sunday storins, even though
'1'he ff'P(lrt euwed ml~llt! by miIIiofl in property dam&ge, Ihey wonI' mMe than 100 Jtulu 

V~ Pte~ident Gmt', who 10illt.'d the Cor-t'li iOC'llll nn imPHll'ing weath IW~l'. aoomling to. tbe disastet WI'
".£ltlI'o I day .mtt the March 27 er raac led In a re':ent C<ll:lierelloo \tty repom. 

http:Natkm.al
http:syirt.mL

