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Good evening. I want to begin by saying that Hillary and 1 send

.our deepest condolences to the families and loved ones of the

eight people killed in the Air Force aircraft in Alabama last

night.

Before its Easter Recess, Congress produced a blizzard of ideas
and proposals. Somxe are good; some need work, and somé shoa;d be
defeated. When Congress returns, they must get to work passing
bills that will bulld a stronger America and that I can sign into

law.

My Yob as Prasident is to lead the guiet, reasoned volces in both

parties, in both houses, Lo decide what is really best for sur

country. As 1 have said: I was not elected President to produce a

pile of vetoes, This Congress was not elected to produce a stack
of political issues for the next election. We wers all elected to
move America forward. That's what I have spent the last two years

doing. If Congress is willing, we can get even nore accomplishad,

We have much in common. I was elected to slash the federal
deficit, tc shrink the size of the federal government, to end

walfare as we know it and to strengthen the middle class. Two

~years later, we have cut the deficit by $600 billion; reduced the

fedsral bureaucracy by 100,000 positidns -- on the way to its
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‘smallest size since John Xennedy was President. Except for

interest on the debt run up betwsen 1981 and 19%2, our budget

would be in balance today. My administration ls the ¢nly one in

30 years to run an operating surplus. The economy is up, with

more than six million new jobs. There is more security around the

world and we have a new crime law that is working to make our

streets safer at home.

But foo many Americsng haven't felt encugh benefit from the
sconumlic racovery. Too many feel uncertain about the fubure and

about the social and moral problems of our socisesty.,

We have much more work to do. There are many areas where Congress
and I agree. We both want tax cuts. Less government regulation,
The line item veto. In recent monthz, we have made progress on

all of thess.

But, as we move forward, we must not betray otr legacy of
compassion, decency and common senge. Some of the House propesals
go too far. They will hurt, net help, working families. If they

cross that lipe, I will lay down the law.

fI want to cut regulatioens. But I will not allow unsafe planes to
fly or contaminared meat o be sold., I will use my power .o
protect clean alr, clean water, and uphold toxic waste rules. aAnd

I will defend our national heritage of seashores and wetlands.
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There are too many lawsuits in this countyy. But legal reform
must not put jastiqe out ¢f reach for Americans, with a "loser
pays' rule. When it comes to thé conduact of ocur foreign policy, I
refuse to approve the so-called geaaekeepiég legislation passed

by the House.}

This is not a time for ideological purity: that ig for partisan
extremists. We need prac{icai solutions based on what wﬁrks, 50
we carn go feorward as a nation. As I said over the weekend, we
must find those soluticns right now {[this year?] on threse areas
nat are key concerns ¢of the American psople. Here is my “"must
ilist": First, we musi continue te fight crime éy building on last
year's crime bill, not tearing it down. 1f Congress sendé me a
biil that weakens our ;50;080mnewwpoiice gffort or repesals thsa
agssault waapahs han, I will veto it. Second, we must have
épending cuts that reduce the budget deficit and tax cuts'that.
are targeted at giving people the training they need and at

reducing our nation's educatvion deficit. And, third, we musi have

real welfare reform,

Welfare reform is a prime example of where Republicans and
Jemocrats should be able te agree. We all know we need time
iimits for welfare recipients, strict work requirements, tngh
child suppert enforcement and more flewibility for the states.
Around the country, that is what leaders in both parties are

doing. So far, 2% states ~- half the country -~ are reforming
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welfare in their states because my administration cut through

federal rad-tape to let them. Tonight, I am announcing that we

nave approved welfare waivers for Missouri -- where there's a
‘Democratic governor ~-- and Montana -~ where the governor is a
Republican,

They are getting this right around the country. Here in
Washington, we must not lose sight ©f those common sense answers,
The fundamentzl goal of real welfare reform zust be to nova
pecple from welfare to work. But the Heuse Republican bill's only
goal is to cut costs by cattihg people ¢ff. The only way we are
geing to cut costs over the long haul is to make sure that pecople
have the education, training and skills they need to qet-and kéep

jobs when they leave welfare.

We cannot cut c¢osts if we punish children for zheir parent’s
mistakes. We must help them build better lives than they were
born into. The House bill cuts off aid to chiidren just because
their methers are yauﬁg or unmarried. That is wrong. The American
people know it. Governors in bhoth parties know it. And religious
leaders who take & big hand in these ooncerns -- in shelters, in
after~school programs, in minisﬁering to §eople in nesgd -~ know

it very well.

" Those religious leaders understand this issue better than anyone.

They know this is not a partisan issue. This 1s about what kind
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of people we 2re and what kind of a country we are golng te leave
our children. That is why tonight, I am inviting religious
leaders from across faiths to come to Washington to meet with me
and members of Congress from both parties ﬁo continue our
discussions about the steps we must take next to reform welfare.

I want us to roll up our slesves, get togevther and reform welfare

the right way.
I am locking forwad to Congress coming back. We have a great
moment of opportunity. It is time to put aside the overwrcought

rhetoric and to get on with the job at hand.

[first guestion)



[Welfare insert)

Welfare reform is a prime example of wvhere Republicans and
Democrats should bé able to agree. %é all know we need time
limits for welfare vecipients, strict work regulrements, tough
child support enforcement and more flexibility for the states to

experiment with new ideas.

That’s what we’re helping leaders in both parties, around the
country, to do. We have alyeady freed 25 states -- half the
counéry -- from federal rules and regulations so they can reform
welfare on their own. Tonight, we are cutting red tape for two
more -- Missouri, where there’s a Democratic governor, and
Montana, where the governor is a Republican. Both states want to
demand-tﬁat people on waelfare go to work within €vwo vears, as I

called for in my welfare plan last year.

Cut there in the country, most people are in agreement on this.
They have been waiting for us to fix this broken system for a
long while, It’s time for everyone in Washington to roll up their
sleeves, stop playing political games, and get this done.

. . :
I know that some people in Washington want to fold welfare reform
into the budget process. That way, they can bury it in a pile of
other issues and block any real biﬁarﬁigan work., Welfare reform
is too important for that kind of Washington game. It should be
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open, it should be bipartisan, and they should get on with it
right away. I want Congress to pass a bipartisan welfare reform
bill*and send it to my desk by July Fourth. Let’s celebrate
Independence Day by giving people on welfare a real chance to

earn their independence.

We know that this does not have to be a partisan issue. 1In 1994,
T introduced the most sweeping welfare reform plan ever put
forward by any administratiom. 1In 1994, Senator Dole, Senator
Brown, Senator Packwood, and Senator Gramm co-sponsored a pretty
good bill., In 1994, Congressman Gingrich and 162 of 175 House
Republicans sponsored a bill that was a lot like mine. All three
of these bills were based on the same idea: The fundamental goal

of welfare reform nust be to move people frow welfare to work.

But the bill passed by the H@ﬁae Republicans is weak on work and
tough on children. It saves amoney in the short run at the
_expense of our long~term interest: Promoting responsible parents
working for a living instead of staying on welfave. The only way
we are going to save money over the long haul is to make sure
that people have the education, training, and skills they need to

" get and keep jobs when they leave welfare.

And it is wrong to cut off children just because their mothers
are young or unmarried. A child is a child, a baby is a baby.

whetﬁer they’re white, black, or brown; whether they’yre born in



or out of wedlock, if anybody, anywhere deserves a chance, it's a
baby. We simply ghouldn’t punish children for their parents?
mistakes., Let’s give all children the chance thay deserve to
grow up with a good education and the opportunity to build a good

life.

I am-looking forward to Congress coming back. We have a great
moment of opportunity. It is time to put aside the overwrought

rheteric and get on with the job at hand.
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Good evening. For the last two years we’ve been working to reform
governnent so we could create opportunity, shrink bureaucracy,
enhance our security, and empower people through education to
make the most of their own lives,

and the economy is up. The deficit is down. We have dramatically
cut government. There is more security around the world, and the,

“Crime Bill is working to make our c¢hildren safer at home.

" But it is not anaugh. The niddle~class is splitting apart -- and

the fault line is"education., Many Americans haven’t felt any
penefit from the sconomic recovery. Most feel uncertain about
their future. They are justifiably aonaérned about the social
and moral problems of our society.

Before thair Easter Rﬁ&&ﬁ&, the Rapuhlzaan ﬁousa passed a series
of bold initiatives. Now, it is my job as President te lead the
quiet, reasoned voices in both garﬁias, in both houses, to sift
through the rhetoric and decide what is really best for America.
We must .keep the spirit and momentunm for change alive. But we
must not betray our legacy of compassion, decency, and common

- Sense.

"This is a new era. The old labels: liberal and conservative, .

spender and cutter, even Democratic and Republican, are not what
matter mogt. Idéalogxaal purity is for partisan extremists. What
matters most is finding practical solutions based on what we know
works, so we can go forward together as a nation.

We stand at a crossroads. In ong direction lies confrontation and
gridlock. In the other lies achievement and progress. I appeal to
Republicans and Democrats alike to get together and keep the
mnomentum for change going. We share much common ground. The real
test is whether we have the wisdom and courage to walk on it.

In 1992, T was elected to end welfare as we Know it, to slash the
federal deficit, and to shrink the size of the federal
bureaugracy. I introduced the most comprehensive welfare veform
in our history, cut the deficit by $600 billion, and have cut
100, 000 bureaucratic positions, on the way to making government
the smallest since President Kennedy. I will work with Congress
to do more. '

We both want tax cuts. Less government reguiation. The line item
veto. The toughest possible fight on crime. These are all part of
the New Covenant of opportunity and responsibility I ran for
President on and of the Republican Contract. We have made
progress on all of them., But we have much more to do.



should be tough, and tough on kids when they should be fair.

The fundanmental goal of real welfare reform must be to move
people from welfare to work. The Republican bill’s only goal is
te ¢ut costs by cutting people off. We must cut costs, but we
also must be sure that people have the sducation, training, and
skills to get jobs when they leave welfare. If we don’t, it will
cost us more money down the road than it will save, ¢

And we shouldn’t punish children for their parent’s mistakes. The
House bill cuts off aid to children who are on welfare just
because their mothers are young or unmarried. That is plaih
wrong. I know it’s wrong, governors in both parties know it’s
wrong, and the American people know it’s wrong. And the people
we all turn to for spiritual direction, religiocus leaders of all
faiths, know that it is wrong. This is a nation that was founded
hy people of faith, te give their children a better future.
Walking away from that heritage goes against everything we have
always believed. :

In that spirit, I would like to invite religious leaders from
across faiths and arcund the nation, and elected officials from
both parties to join us here at the White House for an honest and
thoughtful discussion on welfare reform. I believe that if we
all roll up our sleeves and jein hands, we can get this right.

It is time to prove to the American people that we can reforn
welfare without letting this issue divide us. It is time to end
welfare as we know it, and put people to work, without punishing
children. ‘

¥ -
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Geod evening. [Condolence statement about Assistant Sec. of
Defense et al.], Before Congress left for its Easter Recess, it
spant the first hundred days producing a blizzard of ideas and
proposals. Some of them are good; some negd more work, and some
of them should be defeated., When Congress returns, the next
nundred days must be about passing bills in both houses that will
build a stronger America and that I can sign into law.

My job as President is to lead the gquiet, reasoned voices in both
parties, in both houses, to wade through the rhetoric and decide
what is really bast for our country. As I have said: I was not
elected President to produce a plle of vetoes. And this Congress
was not elected to produce a stack of political issues for the
next election. We were all elected to change the direction of
America. That’s what I have spent the last twoe years doing. Now,
if Congress.is willing, we can get even more accomplished
together.

I appeal to Republicans and Denmocrats alikelto get together and
keep the momentum for change going. We share much in common.

¥ was elected to slash the federal deficit, to shrink the size of
the federal government, to end welfare as we know it and to
strengthen the middle class. Two years later, we have cut the
deficit by $600 billion. We have reduced the federal bureaucracy
by 100,000 positions ~~ on the way to cutting it by 272,000
positions to its smallest size since John Kennedy was President.
The econemy is up, with more than six million new 3jobs. There is
more security around the world and we have a new ¢rime law that
is working to make our streets safer at hmma,

Th& new Cangress was el&atad to _carry forward on many efethe
- ; GG . z or yvears. We both want tax
auﬁs. Laas govarnmant regalatinn, The line item veto. All this

and more LM\ J{_A g_ AA,_L E Z
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When Congress gets back from their recess in . a few weeks, they
will begin to sift through all the bills passed by the House and,
in some cases, by the Senate as well. The first 100 days of this
Longress produced a blizzard of ideas and propoesals. Some of

. then are goeod, some of them need work, and some of them should be
defeated. The next 100 days must be about passing bills in both
‘Houses that will help to build a stranqer America, and that I can
sign into law. \ _

I have said this before, but I do not want to leave any room for
doubt., Some House proposals simply go too far, will not help the
middle~class, and are not good for this country. If Congress
sends those proposals to my desk, I will veto t§em.

I will not let unsafe planes fly or contaminated meat be sold. I

will not put justice ocut of the reach of ordinary Americansg with

a "loser pays"” rule. I will use my power to protect clean air,

clean water, and toxic waste rules,. I will defend our national 2§
heritage of seashores, wetlands, an& open spaces. 1 refuse to “vb{
approve the so-called peacekeeping legzslatlan passed by the

House,
e

Getting tough on criminals is a top griarity for me, Bt I will
not let anyone tear down last year’s Crime Bill. If Congress
sends me a bill that weakens our commitment to put 100,000 new
police on the street, I will veto it. If Congress $&ﬁd$ ne a
bill that repeals the ban on assault weapons -~ in clear defiance
of the will of the Amerlaan people -~ I will veto it,

at's where I draw the llneg But I Know that I was not elscbed
President of the United States to produce a stack of vetoes., I .
was elected to change the direction of America. That’g wvhat I '
have spent the last two years doing. And if Congress is willing, *
that is what we can do together.

When they get back, I want to make sure that a few very important
issues are not lost in the shuffle. As I said on Saturday, there
are three areas that T assign the highesgt priority. My ®must®
list: Real welfare reform, tax and spending cuts that radace the
budget deficit and the education deficit, and more steps to fight
crime.

Defnocpats agree that we need time limits for welfare recipients,
‘stFItt work reguirements, 'the toughest poa&xble child support
"enforcement, and more flexibility for states. I am happy to
announce today that my Administration has approved walvers for
Missouri ~- where there’s a Democratic Governor «- and Montana --
wvhere the Governor’s a Republican. 28 states are working to end
welfare as we know it because wa have cﬁﬁiggd the way for them to

(30 540, M x\t J\EM B tnond. «\fl\,{, — fan Taom a*-,\h?u!r\jrmhul.
. NOA t

We have a E agraament o e but we still have our dlfferences.‘
A1l of the Rapuhlxcan proposals so far are weak on work when they
LN
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Let‘s_ialk about welfare reform for & minnte‘ Republican a4
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Good evening., I want to begin by saving that Hillary and I send
our deepest condolences to the families and loved ones of the
eight people killed in the Air Force aircraft in Alabama last
night:

Before its Easter Recess, Congress produced a blizzard of ideas -

and proposals. Some are good; some need work, and some should be

" defeated. When Cﬁngxass returns, they'maat get to work passing

* bills that will build a stronger America and that I can sign into

law.

My job as President is to lead the quiet, feqsana& voices in both
parties, in both houses, t¢ decide what is really best for our
country. As I have said: I was not elected President to produce a

pile ¢f vetees. Thisz Congress was not elected to produce a stack

.0of political issues for the next election. We were all elected to

mé&a America forward. That’s what I have spent the last two years

_doing. If Congress is willing, we can get even more accomplished.

-

We have much in common. I was elected to slash the federal
deficit, to shrink the size qf the federal gavarnment} to end
welfare'a% we know it and to strengthen the middle class. Two
years later, we have cut the deficit by $60¢ billion; reduced the
federal bureaucracy by 100,000 positions -- on the way to its
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smallest size since John Kennedy was President. Except for

" interest on the debt run up between 1981 and 1992, our budget
would be in balance today. My administration is the only 6ne in
30 years te run an ¢§éxating sagpius’ The economy is up, witﬁ
more than six million new jabs.‘There‘is more security arcund the
world and we have a new crime law that is working to make our

streets safer at home.

But too many Americans. haven’t felt enolgh benefit from the
economic recovery. Too many feel uncertain about the future and

about the social and moral problems of our society. .

We have maaﬁ ﬁbre work to do. There are many areas where Congress
and I agree. We both want tax cuts. Less government ragulation,
The line item velo. In recent monthsg, we have made progress on
all of these,

But, as wé nove forward, we nust not betray our legacy of
aampaséion, decency and comson gense. Some of the House proposals

go too far, They will hurt, not help, working families. If they

crose that line, I will lay down the law.

{I want to cut regulations. But I will not allow unsafe planes to
f£ly or contaminated meat to be sold. I will use my power to
. protect clean air, clean water, and uphold toxic waste rules. And

T will defend our natim#al heritage of seashores and wetlands.
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* There are toc many lawsuits in this country. But legal reform
must not put justicé out of reach for &mericané, with a "loser
pays® yule. When it comeg to the can@uct of our foreign golicy,
refuse to approve the so-called peacekeeping legislation passed

by the House. ]

This is not a time for ideological purity; that is for partisan
extremists., We need practical sclutions based on what works, so
we can go forward as a nation. As I said over the waekend, we

must find those solutions right now [this year?} on thres areas

that are key concerns of the American peocple. Here is my "must

list": Pirst, we must continve to fight erime by building on last

year’s crime bill, not tearing it down. If Congress sends me a
bill that weakens our 100,000~naw-police effort or repeals the
assault weapons ban, I will veto it. Second, we must have

spending cutg that reduce the budget deficit and tax cuts that

are targeted at giving people the training they need and at

3

I

reducing our nation’s education deficit. And, third, we must have

real welfare reform.

WElfagﬁ reform is a prime example of wﬁer& Republicans and
Democrats should be able to agree. We all know we nesed time
limits for welfare recipients, strict work requirements, tough
child supgorﬁ enforcement énd more flexibility for the states.
Around the country, that is whatlleaders in both parties are

doing. So far, 25 states -- half the country -- are reforming



welfare in their‘atates because my administration cut thr&ugh
federal red-tape to let theml,T&night, I an anncuﬁaing that we
-have-approved welfare waivers for Missouri -- where theré’s a
Democratid governor -~ and Montana —- where the governor is a

Republican.

They are getting this right around the country. Here in
ﬁashingtan,:we must not 1§se aight of thasa.comman sense answers.
The.fqndamenta} goal of réal welfare reform mas; be ta‘move
people from welfare to work. But the Haase“Republican bill's only
goal is to cut costs by cutting pecple off. The Qn;y way we are
going to cut costs over the long haul is to make sure that people
have the education, training and skills they need to get and keep

' jobs when they leave welfare.

' We cannot cut costs if we punish children for their parent’s
nistakes. We must hel§ them bulld better lives than they were
born inte. The House bill cuts off aid to children just becauge
their mothers are ymuﬁq.ér unmarried. That is wrong. The American
"people know it. Governors in both parties know it. And religious
leaders who take é'hig hand in thege concerns ~- in shelters, in

after-school programs, in ministering to people in need -- know

it very well.

Those religious leaders understand ﬁ@is issue better than anyone.

They know this is not a partisan issue. This is about what Xkind



of people we are and what kind of a céantry_wa are going to leave

our children. That is why tonight, I am inviting religiocus

‘leaders from across faiths to come to Washington to meet with ne

and nmembers of Congress from both parties to continue our
discussions about the steps we must take next to reform welfare.
I want us $o roll up our sleeves, get together and reform welfare

the right way;
I am looking forwad to Congress ¢oming back. We have a great

moment of opportunity. It is time to put aside the overwrought

rhetoric and to get on with the job at hand.

[first qaasﬁicn]
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[Helfare insert)

welfare reform is a prime example of where Republicansg and
pemocrats should be able to agree. We all know we need time
limits for welfare recipients, strict work reguiremsnts, tough

child support enforcement and more flexibility for the states to

experiment with new ideas.

Around the country, that is what leaders in both parties are

doing. So far, 25 states =-- half the country -~ are reforming

their welfare systems because my administration cut through

faderal red tape to let them. Tonight, I anm annaunaing that we
&wa,\{-‘lglm }W&i&{‘ W&KM

have 3ﬁ$t approved welfare reform exp&rimenﬁ& for tww nore states

-~ Missouri, where there’s a Democratic governor, and Montana,

where the governor is a Republican. SJ-J«-«L ‘ﬁw»?’f&v’ A it

out there in the country, people have wanted us to fix this
broken system for a long while. It’s time for everyone in
Washington to roll up their sleeves, stop playing political

games, and get this done.

Tonight, I am calling on Congress to send me a bipartisan welfare

Py ¢ s el Fondpondines Dy 27
reform bill that I can sign gg the next 100 days. ¥We nust not
ﬁﬁﬂ”j

let welfare reform get bogged down in the budget process. Iifs p«y

{%m»

too important for that. Letfs do it right, but give it the

priority it deserves.

,E %MMWQQM»$A?h'VL“ i
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This does not have to be a partisan issue. In 1994, T introduced
the most sweeping welfare reform plan ever put forward by any
administration. In 1994, Senator Dole, Senator Brown,:Senatar
Packwood, and Senator Gramm co-sponsored a pretty good bill. My
Pill and that bill both recognized that the fundamental goal of

welfare reform is to move people from welfaré to work.

\3 b w/les bell,
cut/coste\by cutting peopleoff. Tha r*bril;%s Eﬁak/pn work and ,

pvemik: i
Bu;/ﬁga“bnly égal'iﬁftha House Republlcans'“welfare bill is tn-ﬁﬁi??kj
7%”¢g&4 € < § o { it uh
tough on children. e Onlg way we are going to saVe money ove s
the long haul is to make sure that people have the education,
training, and skills they need tu get and keep jobs when they

leava welfare.

¥3&Nw And it i& wrong to punish children for their parents’ mistakes.
We ought to be helping those children build better lives than

&xLﬁ* they were born into, We should demand that teen mothers live at
home, stay in ﬁchoal; and turn their lives around. We shouldn’t

Just cut them off because th&?'r&_yoanq and unmarried,

I am loocking forward to Congress coming back. We have a great
moment of opportunity. It is time to put aside the overwrought

rhetoric and get on with the job at hand,
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[Welfare insert)

Welfare reform is a prime example of where Republicans and
Democrats should be able to agree. We all know we need time
limits for welfare recipients, strict work requirements, tough
¢hild support enforcement and more flexibility for the states to

experiment with new ideas.

Around the country, that is what leaders in bhoth parties are
doing. 8¢ far, 25 states -~ half the country ~~ are reforming
thelr welfare systems because my administration cut threough
federal red tape to let then. Tonight, I am announcing that we
have just approved welfare reform experiments for two more states
-- Missouri, where there’s a Democratic governor, and Montana,

where the governor is a Republican.

out there in the country, people have wanted us to fix this
broken system for a long while. Itfs time for everyone in
Washington to roll up their sleeves, stop playing political

games, and get this done.

Tonight, I am calling on Congress to send me a bipartisan welfare
reform bill that I can sign in the next 100 days. We must not
let welfare reform get bogged down in the budget process. It’s
too important for that. Let’s do it rignt, but give it the

priority it deserves.

i



This does not have to be a partisan issue. .In 1994, I introduced
the most sweeping welfare reform plan ever put forward by any
administration. 1In 1994, Senator Dole, Senator Brown, Senator
Packwood, and Senator Gramm co-sponsored a pretty good bill. My
bill and tha£ bill both recognized that the fundamental goal of

welfare reform is to move people from welfare to work.

But the only goal of the House Republicans’ welfare bill is to
cut costs by cutting people off. Their bill is weak on work and
tough on children. The only way we are going to save money over
the long haul is to make sure that people have the education,
training, and skills they need to get and keep jobs when they
leave welfare.

And it is wrong to punish children for their pareﬁts' mistakég.
We ought to be helping those children build better lives than
they were born into. We should‘demand tﬁat teen mothers live at
home, stay in school, and turn their lives around. We shouidn't

-just cut them off because they’re young and unmarried.

I am looking forward to Congress coming back. We have a great
moment of opportunity. It is time to put aside the overwrought

rhetoric and get on with the job at hand.



