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The President’s Radio Address
Septesber 14, 1995

Crood morning, Last week 1 spoke with you
ahout what I believe must be done to redorm
aur Nation's broken welfare systees. I said
that real welfare reform should refloet the
values all of vs a5 Americans share: work,
personal resporsibility, sid family. And 1
challenged the Senate 10 put aside it par-
tisar: differenses to stand ap to ideologicat
extraminn and to find conmmon ground ad
higher ground.

Ever sinee the 1097 campign, {'ve heen
appealing to Atedcans o join mie in an of-
fort to cud welfare as we know i, Siulﬁ;‘c I
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became President, I've been working to re-
form welfare State by State while pushing
for aational action in Congress.

Our administration has freed 34 States
from Federal rules to enable them to move
people from welfare to work. We've offercd
all B0 States the apportunity to set time limits
on welfare, require people o work or stay
in school, give private employers incentives
o work. And it's wodking, The welfare rolis
are down, the food stamp rolls are dowy
seeoss America. But we still noed national
action in Congress. '

The vites taken this week by the United
States Sonate under the leadership of a bi
partisan castition of Democrats and miod-
erate Republicans give us hope that o conclu-
sion to this effort may only be days or weeks
away.

aAfter months of semetimes hitter debate,
we are now within striking distance of traos-
forming the welfare system in four fun-
damental ways: First, peaple on welfare will
have to work in return for the halp they re-
cetve. Secord, no one who can work will be
able 1o stay on welfare forever, Third, we will
bc%iﬁ to make work possible by providing
chiidd eare for mothars of young Ch.ii(!;‘ﬂﬁ. Ant
fourth, we will pet in place the toughest child
supprrt enforeement measures eves

Tt wasn't always this way. Net long ago,
some in Coagress wanted to punish children
for the mistakes of their parents, and some
still do. Others wanted 1o pretend that States
could require mothers to work without the
child care they need.

But this week, an overwhelming bipartisan
wajority in the Senate rejected that couwrse
aud began to insist that wellare weform
should be about moving people fram welfare
to work, not simply cutting them off. Sen-
ators in both parties agreed o provide re-
sources for cﬁil‘zl care.

They agreed that States have a regponsibil-
2(-{ to maintain their own efforts to move peo-
pie from welfare towork and to care for poor
children and that States should have access
e a vonfingency fund to protect agninst an
econotic downtum that wosld put people
out of work apd on welfare through o fault
of their awn, They also agreed on « revolo-
tionary work performance bouus that § have
arged that {or the fivst time ever will reward
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States for placing welfare regtpients into pris
vate seetor jabs. !

They agreed that instead of nst cutting off
young unwed mothers, we should reguire
then 1o live at bome, stay in school, and tam
their lives around. And il thelr homes are
ansuitable, this bill provides incentives for
$tates to establish second-chance bames, a
vart of onr national effort o reduce teen
prcgmm? and give young poople a better
start iy Bfe, o )

All these things bave loug been oritica! ele-
ments of my approach to welfare refonm,
from my service as Governor to my work us
Prosident. For 18 years | have worked on
this problem. 1 kaow these thiogs will make
a real differcuce in moving people frem wel-
fare to work.

Soon, both the House and the Senate will
have endorsed all the tough child support o
forcersent provisions | supparted last vear,
inchading saying to parents who owe child
support, "Il you can pay np and you don't,
we'll take your deiver’s eense away”

Bespite the pogress we've made, our
work isn't done yer, We'll be working hard
on this bill over the nest few weeks (o ninke
sures the sght incentives are there to move
peopie from welfare to wark, to make sure
children are protected, and that States not
only share the problem but have the re-
sources they nead to get the joh done. And
we'll be working hard to build oo the bipartis
san progress we mate this week. We must
vt lot i€ fall apart when the House and $ea-
ate meet to resolve their differences.

Still, theee are some on the far right who
say they don't want welfare reform st all un-
less it meets sl their ideclogical litzus tests,
These extremists want to cut off all help to
children whose mothers are poor, youmg, and
wanarried, even though the Catholie Charch
anct many Republieans have wamed that this
would Jead to more abortions. These same
peophs want Washington to impose man-
chvtes, fiker o family cap, even though Bepub-
fican aand Dromocratio Covernors alike ageos
that these decisions shonld be left 1o the
States, :

By an ovorwhelming bipartisan uisjority,
the Senate showed wisdom and zourage i
rejecting thase imus tests this week, 1 chal-
lenged the conference committes of House
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and Senate Members to do the same. One
of the primary reasons 1 oran for Presilenst
was to reform wellars, e done my best 1o
do it without congressional action, but with
the right kind of congressional action, we can
do the job right. We can advance work and
perscmi responsibility and family,

Finally, we're on the verge of coming to
grips with one of the mest fundamental social
problems of our time, moving poople from
welfarn to work. Now we miust finish the job,
and we can't det ideolugical estremism and
politics as usual get in the way, Make no mis-
take: If Congrass walks away fron this bipar-
tisan progress, they will kill welfare reform,

Bt we've worked too hard, too fong, to
fet partisan cxtromisin kill this effort. Welfare
refarn will not work srd cannot pass undess
s a traly bipartisan effort, And it will ondy
bacome faw if it Iruiy refleets the spirit of
our geest Nation and the values of alt Amesi
CRNS.

There's ot importing fesson in what took
place this week, I we can fiud commos
grousid on the issue of weifare reform, sisrely
war can fed # In gy efforts Lo sehv oir other
preblems, especiaily by our eflfont to balance
the Ludgat in g way that will strengghen Fassi=
lies and prepare our citizens o meet the
chalienges and oppartanitios of the 2ist cone
try, Lots do wollare refonn, then let's de
the budgor and do it right,

Thaoks {or st

NoTE: The Prosiden x{mkc 9t By am from
the Crval 3f8ce ut the White Howse,
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Remarks of President William J. Clinton }
Welfare Reform '
Nashville, Tennessee
October 27, 1996

|
|

This week, I am going to talk about the four great challenges we face as we build a bridge to the
21st century: .'

1. Finish the job of balancing the budget while preserving our values |

2. Set world-class standards for public education, and make two years of college universal

3. Strengthen families by helping all Americans succeed at work and at home

4. And tonight, 1 want to talk about how we must carry on our historic efforts to reform
welfare and end the permanent underclass. |

For decades, this nation was cursed with a broken welfare system that undermined our values and
hurt the very people it was supposed to help. It fostered dependency and discouraged personal
responsibility and initiative. It broke families apart instead of bringing them together. And it left
entire generations to grow up in homes without fathers and in communities without work.

That is why four vears ago, Al Gore and 1 pledged to end welfare as we know it. And my friends,
with your help, that is what we have done.

I have been working on this issue for more than 15 years, as governor and now as President. Al
Gore and I have made welfare reform a central mission of our administration. Even before I
signed the welfare reform bill, we gave 43 states, including Tennessee, freedom from federal rules
and red tape so they could reform their own welfare systems. Today, nearly 2 million fewer
people are on the welfare rolls than the day we took office. Tennessee is leading the way, with

75,000 fewer recipients, a 25% drop. }

i
We have also launched an unprecedented crackdown on child support, because governments
don’t raise children; parents do. I signed an executive order directing federal employees to pay
child support. We required hospitals to have programs to identify the father at the time of birth,
and insisted that welfare recipients name the father or lose their benefits. We posted deadbeat
parents in Post Offices and on the Internet, and we’re going to deny them federal loans. We used
the IRS to collect a record $1 billion in child suppoi‘t We worked with states on a new computer
system to identify those who switched jobs or moved from their state to avoid paymg, y child
support. In the first few months, we identified 60,000 deadbeats. ’
Just this week the government released new statistics showing that across America, Chlld support
collections have increased 50% in the past 4 years -- up in every single state. That’ s $4 billion
more going to children and parents who otherwise would have to fend for themselves. Tennessee
is one of the top 5 states in the country over the last four years. Here in Tennessee, child support
collections have doubled (+96%; Sth nationwide), an $80 million increase. If we keep this up and

i
|
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collect all the child support that parents ought to pay, we could move 800,000 women and
children off welfare tomorrow. !

We have taken on the problems of unwed teen bisths, with a national campaign against teen
pregnancy, and executive action to require minor mothers to stay in school or lose their benefits,
We must be clear with our young people: if is wrong to get pregnant or father a child until you are
married and ready to support their child. The rumber of births cutside marriage is still much too
high. But I am pleased to report that teen births have gone down four years in a row, and last
year, the out-of-wedlock birth rate declined for the first time in nearly 20 years,

Now, the landmark welfare reform law that I signed gives us an historic chance to restore these
basic values of work, responsibility, and family, and to end the exile of millions of poor people
from the promise of American life. The new law requires recipients to work, and assures them
health care and child care so they can do 50, It demands responsibility from parents who owe
chitd support, and requires teenagers 1o stay in school and live at home or another setting with
adult supervision. It imposes time Emits, so that welfare can become what it was meant to be: a
second chance, not a way of life.

From now on, people who can work will have to go to work, and no one who can work can
stay on welfare forever. The days of something for nothing are over, and we're not going
back. We have made responsibility a way of life.

With this new law, we have begun to restore the basic bargain of America: we'll help people turn
their lives arcund, but they have o take responsibility to help themselves, We have literally
changed the social contract -- as those 12,000 Tennessee families who have already signed
personal :‘es;zons’:biii!y contracts can tell you. Now we must keep up our end of the bargain: We
should require people to work, and we should make sure the jobs are there so they ?:ave the
opportunity to work. ;
All of us have a responsibility to do our part so that we can look back on this time not just for
what we ended, but for what we began. Every state, every citizen, every business, every religious
leader has a mora! obligation 1o help move people from welfare to work,

States have a responsibility. Under the new law, every state can now take the money that was
spent on welfare checks and use it to help businesses provide paychecks. That's 4 good deal for
businesses, who can create more jobs for less money. 1t's 2 good deal for the taxpavers, who save
every time someone leaves welfare for work, And it’s a good desl for the people wfza:} get 1o
trade the trap of welfare for the pride and dignity of earning a lving,

Bugsinesses have a responsibility, If we're going to get people off welfare for good, they need to
find jobs in the private sector - and businesses need to give them a chance to make it. In the end,
the key to making welfare reform work is enlisting the private sector engine of our gconomy to
bring more Americans into the economic mainstream, That i why, everywhere [ go, | challenge



every business person in America who has ever complained about the failure of the welfare system
to join in this effort and hire somebody off welfare.

And I have been astonished by the enthusiasm business people all across this country have shown
for stepping up to this challenge. A month ago, in Kansas City, the CEO of Monsanto asked all
his division heads to study every aspect of the company to see what they could do to help people
on welfare find jobs at Monsanto, and to lean on their suppliers and other business contacts to do
the same. The CEO of Sprint pledged to provide an 800-number that any employer in America
can call to find out how they can help move people off welfare. A few weeks ago, in Connecticut,
hundreds of business leaders pledged to help their companies meet this challenge. And last week
in Louisiana, the CEO of Northrup-Grumman did the same.

But I am particularty impressed by the Tennessee Business Partnership you have lined up here.
[details] If we can get the business community in every state to stand up like the Tennessee
Business Partnership is today, we can unleash the power, the dignity, and the ethic of work across
this country.

From now on, everybody’s going to take responsibility, from the women here today who are
working their way off welfare and up the ladder, to our most powerful business leaders who are
putting the force of their companies to work solving this great American challenge.

We in Washington must live up to our responsibility as well. With the Earned Income Tax Credit,
the increased minimum wage, and the assurance of child care and health care, we have finally
made work a better deal than welfare. We want to expand empowerment zones, enterprise
communities, and community development banks like the ones here in Tennessee to attract
business investment to our poorest areas -- because the greatest untapped market for American
enterprise is right here in America.

And we’re determined to make it easier for more businesses to hire people off welfare. Al Gore
and 1 have a plan to help move one million people from welfare to work over the next four years,
by giving the private sector tax credits and hiring incentives to create jobs and hire people off
‘welfare. Government can’t create these jobs: Al Gore and | have already shrunk the federal
government by a quarter million, and it’s going to keep shrinking. If we’re going to get people
off welfare for good, we’ve got to help them find and keep jobs in the private sector,

We'’ve already done a lot to help businesses create jobs, by keeping interest rates low and cutting
taxes for small businesses that invest in the long term. But we can do more. Our plan will give
businesses a new tax credit for every person hired off welfare. We’ll give the same private job
placement firms that Americans use to get better jobs a bonus for helping people on welfare find
their first job, And we’ll help states and communities give businesses incentives to hire welfare
recipients. '

Ten years ago, [ met a woman from Little Rock named Lillie Harden, who we had helped move
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from welfare to work. She told me the best thing about being off welfare was that when her son
went 1o school and they asked him, “what does your momma do for a living?”, he could give an
answer. Well, ten years later, Lillie Harden is still working, She has four children -- one hasa
good job, one’s studying to be a doctor, one’s in technical school, and the ather’s an honor
student in high school. If we all do our part, we can make a lot more Lillie Hardens.,

If we do that, we can bring people back from the margins to enjoy the full promise of America,
and give all our children the chance to know the thrill of that first paycheck, the challenge of
starting a business, the pride of making it on their own. We can build a bridge to the 21st century
that ends the permanent underclass, that lifis up the poor and ends their isolation so they’re not
forgotten anymore.
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i

Your vote will decide whether we continue the job of reforming welfare.

1992 -~ pledged “end welfare as we know it.” Welfare system trapped millions of
Americans in generation afler generation of dependency and poverty, exiled from the world of
work,

We acted: even before 1 signed welfare reform, we worked with 43 states, incl. Florida, to
taunch welfare reform experimeants, Required teen mothers to bive at home or lose wellare
benefits. Gave Fla. waiver: imposed time limits, required work. Now, nearly 2 million off welfare
rolls. Here in Fla., 170,000 off rolls - 25% drop in 4 yrs. ?

One of maior reasons people go on welfare: parents who don’t pay child support, Thisis a
quiet crisis -~ no one shoukd be able to walk away from their responsibilities to their children. But

millions of people do. If parents paid all child support they should, we could move 800,000
women & children off welfare rolls tomorrow.

So we launched unprecedented crackdown on child support: Required hospitals to have
programs to identify father at time of birth, Insisted that mothers name the father or lose their
benefits. Posted deadbeat parents on Internet. Used IRS to collect a record £1 billion in child
support. And worked with states on a new computer system to ID those who switched jobs or
moved from their state to avoid paying child support. In first few months, identified 60,000
deadbeats,

Today, Departmenm of Health and Human Services has refeased new statistics showing the
impact of our crackdowa on child support. All across America, ¢hild support collections have
mcreased S0% wn the past 4 vears -- up in every single state. That's $4 billion more going to
children and parents who otherwise would have 10 fend for themselves,

Here in Florida, collections up 61%. Last month, Gov. Chiles announced program,
working w/ Miami Dolphins, Tampa Bay Buccaneers, & Jacksonvilie Jaguars, on statewide public
ed, campaign - “Don’t Drop the Ball,” TV ads, billboards, around
..Othe state, say: pay your child support.

We are moving in the right direction, coming together around our values. We are
saying to all fathers: You have a duty to your children, Live up to it. Responsibility is not
an option; it must be a way of life.



Now, all Americans must live up to our duty -- to seize this moment and change weifare
forever, The landmark welfare reform law that ] signed makes responsibility a way of Iife; it
requires work, imposes fime limits, gives parents child support and training they need to move
fram welfare to work. Fla. one of first 3 states to fully comply with new welfare reform law.

We need a new social contract; We have demanded responsibility - and today’s child
support anpouncement shows people are 1aking responsibility. Now, all of us must expand
opportunity, to make sure the jobs are there for those who move off welfare. 1 have proposed a
plan to work with the private sector to creaie another 1 million jobs for people who are on
welfare,

1
- We should offer tax credits to encourage businesses to hire those who are on welfare,

~ We should offer bonuses o job placement firms that place and keep welfare recipients in
their first job off welfare. )

« We should enlist businesses and churches and cities to put welfare recipients to work.
F'm proud that hundreds of business leaders have already agreed to take up this chalienge,

It’s our duty: 1 challenge anybody who has ever said anything disparaging about the old
welfare system to ask themselves: what can I do to make the new system work, to make
responsibility 2 way of life?
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[Acknowledgements: Gov. Carahan, Mayor Cleaver, Rep. Wheat, CEO, Yolanda
Magee] Harry Truman buck stops here in the bank, a_ﬂ_@

I have come to the heart of America to talk about the values that brought'us here:
Faith and family; work and responsibility; community and opportunity. : &

Last week, Amcnca'ﬁ!g(:ﬁarc M Together, we took a journey {}f
remembrance, to honor the sacrifices a gcncratmn made for freedom. [ came home from
Nomandy with a renewed sense that [ hope you share of the work we must do in our time to
preserve and to use our freedom for gencrations to come.

e, LAt d {-Q-}A-».%-«

Those who took-thebeaches-in-Normandy and who came home to rebuild our country
were driven by the bedrock values that have made America strong.  And when they came
home, they never lost sight of those pillars of our strength.

Mow, we the children of their sacrifice, face the dawn of 2 now contury. We must use
those same values as our beacons to light the path ahead. Our challenge is different. For
today, we must restore that sense of common purpose and shared understanding that previous
generations Wﬁd ~— about the bond of family, about the virtue of community, and

about the dignity of work l‘ll-u.aL\ cﬁ&w{:&d\

% ojemglc public concern poscs this challenge more starkly than our welfare system.

For g0 greater gap befween our people's good intentions and our policy's unfortunate
consequences than when it comes to welfare.  Our system was started for the right common
purpose of helping those who have fallen by the wayside. But it has resulted in the
perversion of the very values we know people necd to put themselves back on track.

We must go fonger tolerate the gap between our policies and our values, We must
repair the damaged bond between our people and their government. That is why I say again;
We st end welfare as we know it ,

e e ————r T i
T A 1f ‘we value work, we cannot justify z system that doesn't help people find work, and

© ) zuﬂishes those who do. 1f we value responsibility, we can't keep letting millions, of absent

parents who owe child support just up and walk away. If we valuc strong families;, we
perpetuate a system that actually penalizes those who stay together, p

1 worked on this problem for years beforc 1 became President, with othier governors
and members of Congress in both particgzin-passtng.the ¥ . Tworked on it
with people who were on welfare —— lots of them, Let ote say to everyone who joins in this

1
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1 have come here to the heart of America 1o {alk about the values that made this
ntry strong, and more than ever wo cannot live without: work, family, responsibility,
&:/ ommunity. i =

For 1o long, we have watched those mights” pillars of American life being chipped
away. @a&y of our poorest communitics, ongy vibrant, now find themselves outside the
= - i .§ Family life in Amernica has been
re having children of their own. Top

breaking down for three decades. ”i‘{x} ; a:zy chziém} a

Through it all, the public instituiefis that should have been sounding the alarm and
stopping the blceding have failed yseand often undermined the very values they were meant
to reinforce. Meanwhile, Waghifigton dodged the real problems and real answers and .
quarreted over ideology andpolitics instead.

8 s o AT

We cannot go on this way. We are paying a terrible price for the loss of values,
work, and family in our society. And more important, so arc the children trying their best to f
grow up in it, When the two-parent family is something many Kids only see on TV, when
12-year-olds join gangs to find something they can belong to, when the struggle of having a
child alonc looks brighter than growing up, finishing school, and getting married; it is time to
leave old arguments behind and put the social fabric back together.

L

1

( E&cari}* 30 years have gone by since Danicl Patrick Moynihan first saw the explosion |
of out—0 f-wedlock births on the horizon,y Today, wo.must get on with the national debate he {
began. This debate is not about politics It is about valucs, and whether we are !
willing to move beyond old notions of so inig for nothing and cvery man for himsclf to
forge a now social compact that gives pOple new hope in return for new rcspt}rtsz?nitzy The
place 1o start s by ending welfare o€ we know it

‘% m(?\ﬂ

The current welfare system defics evcry value we stand for as 3 nation. If we value
work, we cannt justify a system that docsn't help people find work, and punishes those who
do. If we valuc responsibility, we can’t keep letting millions of absent parents who owe child
support off the hook. If we value strong families, we cannot perpetuate a system that actuall
penalizes those who stay together,

I worked on this problem for yvears before 1 became President, with other govemors
and members of Congress in both partics in passing the Family Support Act. 1 worked on it
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with people who were on welfare —— lots of them. Let mie say to everyone whaljoins in this
debate: If you want to know what's wrong with welfare, listen 1o the poople on it. The
people who want to change the welfare system most arc the people who are trapped by it

[Optional Trim: Over the past year, we hgp€ held hearings around the country and
listened to thelr stories: A tcen mother in Kangds who had a baby at 16 but took oxtra
courses in the summer and a part-time job 'night so she could graduate this spring with the
rest of her class because she doesn’t wanpher son (0 grow up on welfare the way she has. A
woman in Mew Jorsey who had to go gh welfare because her son's father refused to pay even
$25 a week in child support. A wgsfan in Washington «ck> who left welfare to become a
cascworker because in her time o the rolls, the system had asked dozens of questions to
make sure she wasn't workingAut never once asked her, "How can we help?”]

The truth is, most people on welfare want to get off welfare and go back o work and
do right by their kids. Here today, I have met several parents who used to be on welfare and
now got up every morning and go to work every day in factories <ck>, small businesses, and
banks Tike this one. <KC storics>

That's what welfare reform is all about: People who can work ought to g,'i;t a pay
check, not a welfare check. If you can do (hat here in Kansas City, we ought to,be doing it
all across this country. (

{n a fow days, 1 will send Congress my plan to get rid of a system based on welfare
and replace it with a system based on work, The Work and Responsibility Act {3{f 1994 will
make welfare what it was meant to bey a secomd chance, not a way of life,

If we're going to end welfare, we've got to stant by rebuilding theafanily, People who
bring children into this world should take gesporisibility. for them, because governments don't
raise children, parents do.  Our plan includes the toughest child support enforcement measures
gver proposed. We're going to clog€ the $34 billion child support gap in this country by
saying to absent parents: If you're ot providing for your children, we'll garnish your wages,
suspend your license, track you across state lines, and if necessary, make some of you work
off what you owe. We can't let fathars just up and walk away.
gk bt

At the same time, we necd to toach and reward responsible parenting.\ We'll require
teen parcais to stay in school, and say minor mothers to live at home with their parents, not
get a separate check for leaving home, } Well lot states reward parents for working and for
saving money in Individual Development Accounts to pay for a child's education. States can-
also choosc their own ways to inspire personal responsibility, from encouraging rwo-parent
familics to stay together to limiting benefit increases for parents who have additional children
while on welfsre.

P
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If we believe in family and responsibility, we have 1o change the signals we're sonding
the next gencration.  Births to unwed teen mothers have quadrupled in the last 30 years.
Teen and out-of-wedlock births arc by far the number one reason welfare rolls are rising,

The best way to reduce dependency 18 to keep people from needing to go on welfare

in the first place. That is why we will enlist businesses, schools, churches, and the media in
a national campaign against feen pregnancy, 1o send a stromg message that it is wrong for
teens te have children outside marriage. We know how to do this. We can help young

r P4 - H - ?
people say no to behaviors that are bad for them, and give them a future they can say yes to. .
If we can change attitudes and get people to wear scat belts and not drive drunk, we ought to
be able to teach teens to put off having children.

Finally, if we're going 10 end welfare, we've got o move people into work —— because
work is the best social program this country has ever devised. Waork gives hope and structure
and mcaning to our daily lives, and every one of us would be lost without it

Well o ¢ on welfare a simple compact: W'l help them get the skzifs 223(;3;
need for up ¢ two years) But after that, anyonc who can work will have o go to work, in

the private se¢ ver possible, in subsidized work where necessary.

From day one, we'll make sure people who-get-help-centribumesomueshing - in-retorm:
/ﬂ{ff‘ 18 Wedlask people-who.come-on_welfare.io sign a personal responsibility agrccmcnt and
Hf\[ employability plan like the ones your Governor is about to institute here in Missouri, which

spell out people's responsibilities and expectations and map out a road to independence. We'll
Mpf@ change the culture of the welfare office to focus on moving people into work, and require
/ anyone who is offered a private sector job to take it.

&ﬂw{ﬁw Those who still can't find a job on their own within two years will have to take a
subsidized one, where thcy‘ll go to work and carn their wages. We'll give communities the

M chance o put their people to work —— in ¢child care and home health care and other ficlds thi
country desperately needs.  We want every community to do what you've done here in
Kansas City, and bring business, government, labor, and civic leaders together to find people

on welfare lasting jobs in the private sector. '
Wf : i e g
«pr * If we want people to work, we've alsa got tojreward work over welfarc} T h;f&/ why
P> e pushed 0 hard last year to dramatically increase the Earned Income Tax Credit, which
WW will lift 15 million working familics out ' poverty, and make it possiblc for them 1o be

successful workers and successful parents, That's why our reform plan will double the
amount of child care available for workimg familics whe nced it to stay off welfare.

:gt\%% ¥

o A} that's just one more reason Congress needs to pass health reform thzsi year to
ensure all Americans universal, affordable health care coverage wherever they work. One
st million women and children are on weifare today because it's the only way they can get
health care. Those who choose 1o leave welfare for jobs without health benefits find
I
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themselves in the incredible position of paying taxes that help to pay for health care coverage
for these who made the other choice 10 stay on welfare. No wonder so many people leave
work and go back to welfare to get their health care covercd. We can't solve the welfare
problem unicss we also solve the health care problem.

Finally, if we expect work, we've got to keep the cconomy growing t0 make sure there
are cnough jobs to go around. The deficit reduction we achieved last year In our cconomic
plan fucled a recovery that has alrcady created 3 million jobs, X percent of them in the
private sector «ck>, That's also what our community cmpowenment agenda is all about,

I'm asking Congress to pay for this reform plan not by adding to the deficit or
imposing new taxes, but through spending cuts as well as savings within the program, from
reducing casceloads, cracking down on weifarc fraud, and increasing child support colicCtions.
Welfare reform costs moncy, but over time, it will save moncey, t00. I we can change the
values system of our sociely toward work and responsibility, the full savings over the long
haul cannot be calculated. As Pat Moynihan wrote 23 years ago, "The true issuc about
welfare 18 not what it costs the taxpayers, but what it costs the recipients.” {

H

Together, these changes will bring millions of Amencans into the cconomic
mainstream.  According to the most conscrvative ostimates, by expanding the EITC, passing
health reform, and carrying out our welfarc reform plan, we will move a million adults who
would othorwise be on welfare into work or off welfare altogether by the year 2000, If our
plan works the way [ think it will, the new incentives and requirements in our plan will help
cven more people get work by then, and save the states snd the federal government enough
extra money (0 phase in these reforms cven faster. . [‘g‘i-fuﬁf r) d

I want this to be a bipartisan issuc. Over the last 30 years, the poor have seen all the
political posturing they can take, We don't need any more divistons at thejrexpense.
Republicans and Democrats ought to be able to work together on@omething Americans agree
so much about ~- and if we can heal familics, I don't care who gels~thieCredit. We can't
afferd w lose another generation arguing over what must be done.

We don't have any choice: Within a decade, unless we act, more than half the
children will be bom into familics where there has been no marriage. We will never find a
substitute for the American family. No nation ever has, We could have all the programs on
earth and it won't be encugh if people don't do right, but we could turm most of our problems
around tomorrow if they do :

In the end, that is what our new social compagt of work and responsibility is all about.
When absent parents begin to pay child suppon, they restore a connection with their children
they never knew they had. When people leave welfare for work and begin to provide for
their familics, they find a dignity that no one should ever have to live without.

!
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I once had a hearing when | was a governor, and brought in people on welfare from
all over America who had found their way 10 work., The woman from my state who testificd
wa# asked, what's the best thing about being off welfare and in a job? Without blinking an
eye, she looked at the governors and said, *When my boy goes (0 school and they say what
docs your mother do for a living, he can give an answer.”

Let's give every child in America the chance to give that answer, The end of welfare
has begun.
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BRUARY 28, 1994, MONDAY
JARKS BY PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON
UR WRIGHT JUNIOR COLLEGE, CHICAGO !

H
ot me sy 3 word about welfare wform,[i am sure I have spent more time with peopls on
yalfere than moybody who has ever bean president of the United States. {1 am sure of that
yacguse when I was governor I made it my business to find out as much 25 I could aboyt the
volfate gystem. Why do people stay on welfsre genoration after generation? Why do they do
it? T tell you one thing, for the overwhelming majority it's not bresuse they liks welfare
sty mnuch, [‘Ih# puople who hate this system the worst are the people who are trapped in ﬁ]
Why do paonle stay on wolfare? TIs it because the checks are penerous? No. Because
averwhelmingly people on welfare are younger women with Jittle children and little education
d little amployability, and if they ke ¢ job it's 3 low-wage job, they lose