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FROM : Par ,asur ,i t.: At~S/FAX PHOt~E t~O. 

'IOmUIVI nlltr ,,,,,,rurl 

27 September 1996 

Do~ Bruco: 

I met for several hours yestGrday with Graea Mastalli 
and the Justice Depart1llentts working group on .. 
stat.utory "ApA.' . . 

The only research on the law enfori:eIIu,mt piec..~ of ihe 
problem is the cud-ent Progressive Foundation/ABA 
project. So we've begun to map out of a plan for what 
they can do to press the issue beginning early next year. 

Attachod is a memo with· some initial ideas for the ehort 
term. We can refine it if you can give me a specific idea 
of what you need in th9 next two weeks. 

. . 

Please give me a call when YOll have a chance at 608- . 
1239. J'd hA hA.ppy to do whatever I can. . 
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FROM : Par lasur Ii l,; At~5"FAX PHON!: t~O. Auy. 19 1994 18:17PM P0J ','. I" 
r 

TO: Bruce Reed 

FROM: KathJeell Sylve8te~ 

BE: Older Mewreen Mothers 

President Clinton can malte Q clear moral statement abo~tthi8 issue and present , 
a strong rosponse to the problem by proposing a four-part strategy. 

1. Get tough with the men.~ndorse expanding th~scope althe Justice 
,Departmont's Violence Against Women initiative to include sexual violence. (The 
Lieberman Amendment to the welfare bill reQuired this.) Prmuist!J t.hat the Justice 

. nepa,rtment will work wIth states to lu~lp t.hem learn the best ways to make thoir 
law enforcement responses JUons effective. This does not necessarily passing new 
legislation; Illauy 8Lote lawsal'o adequate. But it may require 'new law " ' 
enforcement strategies to ensure that laws o.ro cnfoJ"COd. At the SQme time, tho 
president can challenge governors to pay equal attention to male involvement 
programsthlit stress the positive o.spects of fatherhood as Governor Willi/on has 
done in California. 

·2. Aimounoea government effort to leArn. m01"9 'Ahout the men. All we 
roally know about the men is old they, ArA A,nd Rome anecdotal, data about.their life 
histories. 1.'0 'deal with them ~fTActively, we need more information. Order HHS' 
otlice of Population Affairs to fund a grant to the AlIUl GUltJnacher Institute to 
study the life hiRt,ories of meIl,who become involved illihese relationships with 
young glT·l!:1. What causes them to behave this way? What interventions with young' 
rnenwould help them develop healLhy and respectful attitudes toward women? 

\ " 

3. Challenge COJDJDwrlties·and ch~rches and mon's organizations to spgak 
out. about this issue. This is the "dirty littlo secrot" about teen mothers .that no one 
has wanted to talk about. It's timo for society to stop ignorin.g it.. The Vio}ence 
Against Women initiativo is funding lnQlly 9~ate initiatives. 'J'hA PrARitiAnt could 
nhnounco that'Bome ofthGse fundQ will be BVRllAhlAtoC'..ommuilitieswantto 
oddress th;e problem, 

. , , 

.4. Help the yoiing wnmenwho are preenant. Iftbeir pregnancies are the 
. ' resu)t of ~)Cploitation,they need,help healing and learning to nurture their ' 

r.hiJdren. Give every community thai wants a "Second-Chance Home" for ita toon 
mothers. HUD allows nOIl-pronLs to iease property on HUD's inventory for $1-0
year to crea.w housing for the homeless. Expand that program. to include groups 
working with teen mothers. 
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, FROM Par laSur Ii t,; At~S/FAX PHOt~E t~O, 
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I believe this approach is more cOlltli~tellL with Lhe pl'esident's philo80pilY than a 

narrow U,JJd. t,;Lrictly punltive·approach. It would. distinguish his approach from 

Dole's and reduce the risk of racial backlash. Many in minority communities are 

llJ,beling this effort as. a conspiracy to put morc mon of color in jail. Thus We quite 

importo:nt to offer o.bala.nced apprOach that stresBes statutory rape enforcement 

o.s Ob.O component of a, national effort to require male.responaibHity and a strategy 

that ('..ompJements child support enforcement efforts. 'I'his approach also paints the 

picture more accurately as a gender problem ,rather than a ,a~i91, onp-o . 


WhAt tb~ prellident could lay: 

• In a nation where mor~ than one million teenagers·-one in nine··become· 

pregnant each year wld 48 pel'celll. of U.S. teenage girls become pregllant once 

b~url:J the end of their teenage years, we must do everything possible to reverso 

this trend. ' ' 


. " . 

It No young woman should be forcod to choose between raising a child 'alone in , 


. poverty or hQ.ving an abortion. . 


... Conservatives have portrayed t,eQn mothefil 9.R reckless and manipulative young 

women who chno.~A to have habies to get welfare checks. But now we know that· 

mAny of these young women havo not made a choic~ at. ell. . . 


..... In some ca8~1S. th~y havebeell exploited by men who have too much power ov~r 
them. " " 

• Many teen mothers are victims of' eo.rly sexuo.lo.buse.· This lea';;es them' 
emotionally damaged o.nd sometimes unable t9 cope with 'the preAsurell of 

. negotiating relationships with men. 

t And two-thirds of teen mothers have babic:\sby oldef' men. While many of these 
teEms are married and some ('hoosEI t'Art.nerA just a few years older. statistics show, 

i'that the youngest mothers··thA 12. rmd la-and 14-yeaf-oJds··are having babies by 
I. 

men who are as much A,A 10 or 15 years older. Thatts not right . 

... In the last few years. births to teen muthera ha,ve begUll to drop slightly. That's 

good, But not among our youuges~ teen mothers.' In the late 19808, the birth rate 


, for girl~ age 14 and under actually under increased 26 porcent. 'rhoDo childrerl 

sllould not be having childron.. ' ' 
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F'HOt-lE NO. 

• No 12- or 13· or 14-0year-01ci girl Rhould behaving sex or getttni pregnant. 
'fhat:s why our society must seek to protect them. 

Hbw the president could deliver the mes"a'ge. 
The president could announce his' four-point plan at the site of a future "Seeond
Chauca Home" in Chicago or NortherrJ Virginia. HUD is activoly working with 
both communities to open Second·Chance Homos. 

j:' 

/ 

, I 
3 

i 


