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Bubjees: HMare's the AP story on wellnrg o weark ;ig}

WASHINGTON (AP} Presidant Clinton's upsoming budgez will saek
$1.3 billion aver five vears to help welfore recinients live Whﬁ'?’e
the jobs are, administration officials saig Wednesday. At 'd}e same
tmae, officials released figures showing the weilare rolls below 10
million families for the first time singe 1971,

The housing money is part of a modest set of welfare proposals
Chstan will present to Congrass next month. The premdent also
wants 10 restore legal immigrants’ food starmp benefits that were
ouf in the 1998 wellars gverhaul law. and ha has prascsed spending
$100 million per vesr to help welfare recipients travel 10 jobs.

The housing money s meant 1o help people on welfare | or those
why recemiy left the ralls  find effordable housing that is,
closer o jobe. About two-thirds of the new jobs are beingicreated
in the suburhs, but three-quartars of weltare recipionts Hve in
pities o rurat areas,

It rewards men and women who are willing to work @am to chimb
ot of poverty under their awn power,'* Ssorsrary of Housing and
rban Development Andraw Cuono said in & siastemsent.

Urler the five-year plan, communitiss would compete far 50,000
housing vouchers each year, People on weifare  or those who have
iaft the rolls in the last year  gould use the vouchers to rnove
861058 town or to another oty or state, s long as housmg
assisrance is essential to getting ¢r Keeping & job.

Lhnton will ask for $283 million tor the next fiscal year, with
about 3300 million in gach of the next four yaars, Using a!vouchar,

a family would pay a8 maximum of 30 peroent of its income for
housing it firds an He owr; the government would pick u;i tha rast,

HUD aiready provides about 1.4 million housing voachers 1a
low-income Americans, inciuding about 438 000 famifies zece:vmg
welfare checks.

Clinton also plans 1o ask Congress to spend about $2 billion
over five vears to restore food stamps for legal immigrants, said
an administration official, speaking on condition of ane}ny{n%w. The
1898 weliare overhaul cut 8 variety of banefits for poor ]
nerecitizens, but Clinton won a budget fight last year to restore
st of them, including disability benefits for elderly and sick
nmigrants,

The official would not say whether the proposal wii cover ali
iegal immigrants who lost benefits, or just thase who were in the
country whan the weilare low was signed Iast vear. The proaosa%
niso may cover onty the negdiast groups, such as ch;itfren, the
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gisatiled or the eiderly

Cangressional Re;}i;b icans have grgued thet prowding such
bensfite 1o immigrants only encourages people to enter wa country
whan they cannot afford 1o sunport thamssetves, Thay sontend the
people who sponsor their entry into the country, not the
governmeant, are respensible for the mmigrants' well bemg

The transportation funding, $600 million over six years i part

of a larger transportation bill that has stalled over other .ssues
Both the House and Senate have included & version of the progra'n in
thieir bills,

Separately Wednesday, administration officials released|data
showing the weliare rolls continued to shrink through August 1987.

Clinton plans to highligint the drop in his State 6f the Union
spaech Tussday.

The rollg peaked in Janvary 1894, with 14.3 million recipients.
By August, they had fallen 30 pergert to just undar 10 million
famitiag, I was the first time the rolls dipped béiaw 10 mtilion
singe February 1871, 5

The largest drop was recorded in Wyoming, where the case ioad has
faltan 77 percent since 1993, Nina other sinles saw the mmbe{ ot
cases cut by st least hall: Alsbarmg, Colorads, idaha, i.awsmna
Mississippl, Okiahoma, Cregon, Tennesses and Wiscansin, |

Hawaii was the only state  along with Guam and the Virgin
Istands 1o ses an increasing rumber of cases, with the rolis up
37 percent since 1983,
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