| Work{are’s
- Misguided Critics

By Mickey Kaus

WASHINGTON
n 14935, i the middie of the
Deprossion, Pregident

Frankiin Deiano Roosevelt
ended 5 hage Federal pro-
Eram that gave cash welfare

8 the ablebbdied poor, de-
slarmg ¥ Y3 wnareeti, a subtie de-
siroyer o the human spail” Ine
stgmd, by tronied o Inrge public jobs
program, the Works Progress Ad-
mHnigiration, which eventually em-
ployed moere than three million
AIREUICANS and tudit 2 Int of Hew
Yok Oity's poblic works, inchiding
f. Guardia Awrport. .
What wouid happen todey il we
sabslituied F.DR-sivie public jobs
for vash weilare in New York City?
We gow knpw the answer, The effort
would be mitacked for taking work
away Irom  unionized mmunicipal

Many of those
finding fault with
welfare reform
don’t understand
the goals.

workers, 3t weuld be rglied Vslev-
ery' by umion offiemis and erimieed
for lovowmg ke poor inio “menial”
1asks ke clesniog parks. Such jobs.
the orRics would complain, don't
necessarily load to good private emy
piaymant, These are the accusatians
carrently levied of Mayer Rudgiph
Gigliani's  wirkiare program -
which, Hke the WPRA, offers (e
poor asiresort jubs instead of &
cash dole
Ronseveil's ratonsle for  the
WA wag basivally the same as
the ravonsle kor workisre waday o
poople can’t find privais secwor
work, it's beter to give them useful
publiz jobs than 1o pay them 1o sif at
kome and do no work at all. The
sainditlerence 5 that today's work-
fare programs gxtend that rationale
ty 3 groun sha WA didn't cover;
single wiothers, who often need sub-
eidized child eore,
Worklare, angd welfave reform in
generil offér a way . “bregk the
~~rilture of poverty and dependence,”

as Bill Clinton sadd duelng the 1983 -

“ Presidential campalign, The idea is
por marely o give these an weifare
the dignity of earsing their way.

The hape i that once work is
requtred, thuse not on welfare will
avold making ihe decisions — ke
having ¢hildren oyt st wediosk —
that migh: pat theey oo wellare
Evensuaily, communities of mainly
fatheriess welfaie fumiiss will be-
cerae commanities of malaly ag
wirkiog familtes. Thars the hope,
Eayway,

Warklars is New York 8as bardly
been perfect Recent published re
ports have reveald major holes in
the gity's ¢hild care svstem, Other
soouNIE, ARd 2 lawsull, have de.

Ackey szzeﬁi the author of “The End
o Egualin wores 2 column for
Ehte mogosing,

scribed workers as lacking sdenusie
protecive gear and rosireams.

But these problems con be liked,
Working conditides have alrpady
improved. The Mayor's iniest budp-
et more than doubios the mponey et
aside to provide child care 10 beip
welare mothers g) 10 wotl,

At gther, broader ritigisms of
workisre reflect basic misander
standings of 15 role, snd of the poals
of welfare relorm. Here are the
M SOUrS STHEIRME]

* “Workiare duess’t move peeple
im0 private flbktims jobs”

Gaily those who fadl 1o find private
secior work wind up ob worklare.
Let's say someone walks in the door
ol 8 wejfare office 1f the refarmed

‘system works as it should, a case

worker would immedlaely try 10
“divert” that persoen into private
work by, say, helping her tind thitd
care, if lack of it 14 the reason ghe I8
unemployed, Those who aren't di
verted then go through a “job
search” program, which leaches
job-hunting technigues and provides
leads. Oniy if the person can's find &
job in 36 days would he or $he “work
ofi™ the welare check in a workiars
ab,

it's crazy wexperct the peopic wha
end up in these last-resort jobs ta be
the ones who wilt By ous Hhe door intn
the private -sector. The peapie wha
move mos? quickly intg privae jahs
will B2 those who don't show op 8¢
the welars pffice in mhe first place,
because they figure thil 28 Yong a3
they're going 10 Bave 16 . work, they
might as well go straight o poy
vae employment. i (hose ponpie:
are getung jobs, the only statistesl
indication will be & decliniag welfere
caseiond. New York Lity's taseived
has fallen by almost A thivd m Wires
YEUrs. N

Jason Turner, Mr, Gicliam's new
Commnssoner of the Human Re
sosirces Administration. plans w do
meTe 1o help wellare regipients L
work it the private secior, through
1ok searcheffarts that continue after
recipients are pssigned 1o workiare.

Even 50, many wiil stay on work-
fare without finding private jobs.
8ot at least they're warking. They

’IAKING CR =

WELFARE -

WORK

¢an hold their hends up. And there is
some svidence that workiare teach-
es gHaginline — like showing up on
gm& — thai ran do usedul in prepar-
Hig (hese workers for the fabor mar-
#2i. A stody conducted in $an Diego
by the Manpower Demonsiration
Hesearch Corpormion found that
one graop that got job search {rain
ing tatiowed by workiare was sbout
32 percent more HRely io be em-
pioyed 8 year and 2 half iater than
those who received only iob search
training, :

* “Mnst of those dropped from
wellare don™y gt jobs.”

Theére has boen a big fuss ebeui
Survey showing that only about 30
percent of those who came off the
welfare rofis in New York City from
July 1956 through March 1887
showad ap on the tax roils as earners
in the first quzrter after they left
weifare. Bur the survey doesn't in-

Chidge thisy why, thanxs 1o worktare,

Ko right indo fohs withow ever apply-
ing for public assistance. I doesp't
ot setfamploved workers — ke
wanresses, lnborers or gay care pro-
valers - i thay dont repert therr
sarnings. i doRsn't coum the large
sumber of employers whe file their
Suarterly reports lule, or ot st ail

Mont ungoriant, weifare roform
Busw't necessarily falled just be-
Tanse single mothers leave 1he rajis
and don't lske jobs, Many womsn
iopve the Tolls because they marry
mant owhe Lan suppert ibemn Sueme
et belp from [ricmts o faomily,
Brmer welfare recipients were
shewing up 0 shelters or on the
strests, that wesld be bad news, But
that doesn®t seam 1o be happening. *

® YR e wokeos e deong
Jebis ainee performed by tegular cvil
sErvans.

Sametimes Critics camplain that
worklare jobs are menial or dead-
&0, Al other times they complaii
that workfere is {aking desirabie
tivil service Jobs away {rom athers.
Which is A7 The troth is ihat the:
more uselnl the wark i - cleaning:
streets, for exampie w the more.
tikely # is 1o be work that regulsr:
city workers once i, ar siili do

s parfestly  reasonable  far?
WILOAS 10 Hsimt that ne current Quud
$ervants e il off 19 make way lar
workfare, Hut preg jobs apes wp
through Mitriion or buyonis, why Rot
ti them with workiare wockers?
Sure, workfare wages are jousy.
Waorkfare can't pay union wages, or

pisn hatl the oity wouid go on weliars
1o got n workiare b

aet-regort wages, a8 F.OUR. said

ot the WPA, mas be

nol 50 IDCES A5 0 N

rourage relection of op-

portunities for privale
empiovment o e

lenving of private smploynwent io on-
gage in gevernment work” .
1acidentaliv, Roosevell had trouble:
with unions, toa. tn 1934, they demand-
s 1hat the W.P.A. pay ' prevalling’” —
that i% wion - wages, and they
suaged a sirike. DR, broke i, a
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Booting Up.Africa .

Hm Lowenthal is wiring Timbuk-
.
Mr. Lowenthal runs 3 small Inter.
fet company based in Merocco that
has an unusual contract from the U 5.
Agenty for Inemational Develop
mient. His fob i3 tp ge t0 the moest
remote African countries and estab-
tish Internet nodes in their capials so
that anyene there can make 3 local
phone call and get on the World Wide
Web, He's already helped bring Malj,
Madagascar, Mozambigue and
Guinea on line, and is in the process of
wiring Benin, the Tvory Coast and
fnur gthers, as well as helping design
Internet agcess for Timbukty, in Malf
-~ the ¢ity that is a synonym for the
most ohscure spot on earth.

“Tirobukty is a'small town, bui in
the 14th century its universily was a
center of learning for the Arab world,
because it was a key crossroad for
earavans traversing the Sahara’™
said Mr. Lowenthal. “'I’s ngw a taym
of sand and shrub but with amazing

archives that are pHed up and deterio- |

rating. The Mali Minigtry of Culture
wonld love to share them with the
worid but they never had a way. The
hrtgrnet gives them the way.”
Projects like My Lowenthal's
highlight why globalization can leave
one simpltanecusly gptimistic angd
pessiraistic aboit Africa. Giobaliza-

tion goes two things al ihe same’

time; it increasex the gap, further
and {aster than ever Defore, beiween
those partaking of the Informaticn
revotation and the gicbal economy

and those wha are not. So the gap -

between the Rift Valley and Siicon
Valley is growing exponentially,

Bt af the same 1ime, ginhatization
andd the information revelution offer
an estalator Irom poverty ialo the
gliobal economy that also moves fur-
ther and faster than ever before for
countrizs thal get the basics ripht
Gishal investars are always looking
for the next greal epportonily, and
Alrica has the potential to be that

What U.8. ALD, s trying te 6o,
. suys Mir. Lowenthal, “is broadly dis-
seminate the basic ipformation in-
frastmaciure that il allow African
countries o move irom ane Step (o
the pther. And the great thing about
the Infermation Age is that you can
move from 2 10 50 much more qoick.
iy than in the Industrial Age, if you
get the basic qigital information
technoiogies, ! just came back from
Guinea-Bissau. it has one of the least
deveinped telecom systems in Af-
rica, Ut two enfrepreneurs there
just put up a three-story building

that is-compietely wired. They're
new running A computer training
center, an internet cafe and a mar-
keting business for next-generation
infsrmation  echnology  solutions,
You should see the colorful web page
designs now coming oul ¢f Africe by
their own Webmasters.”

Sure, tt's just ane building in 2 hig
coniinent, but that's how it starts.
Americans don’t realize that when
they go o the doctor and get exXaty-
ined and the doctor dictates his nhotes
from the examination onio 3 tape,
that tape often gers -shipped on the
Web 10 2 housewife i ireland who
transcribes it in her spare 6me for 2
fee and then sends the transoripl Back
on the Web, There is o rasson, with
some hasie Eaglsh educammn and

“There’s good news

and bad news.

digital infrastructure, fhat Africans
cannot gos inte s lucrative area of
telecomputing and dala processing.

No, the Internet will not solve fdee
probiems between Hotu and Tuist in
central Africa or cure AIDS in Kenva,
And ves, power in Africa still resides
with those with the guns, nol thuse
with the phones. Africa’s tribal and
ecenoraic probiems will nit be solved
avernigh! or onvline. But sl of thege
probiems are related o, or exacerbat.
#d by, chronic underdevelopment, and
the internet gives Africans o new 160l
to teaplirog back o e game,

I HET7 there wag 4 mnovie, "Bluck
and White in Cotor” about French and
German army unis thal were caugh
in West Alrice al the end of World
war 1, but because the local newspa-
pers were six monihs old, they never
ESt the news that the war was over, 50
they went on fighting while the Afri-
cans wiiched o amusement.

“If they made that movie today it
wouid e about how Deutschielekom
ang France Cabie et Radio were com-
peting over who will get to privatize
the telephone system in Senegal by
offering the most connections at che
cheapest  cost,”  argued  Mr.
Lowenthal. “If you don'i factor the
Web into your analysis of Alfrica,
you're going to miss someihing.
We’'re just two years away {rom large
numbers of people in Alrica being
able 1o tell their own siory, and that
has gat to impact politics there” £
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POLITICS & POLICY |
rkfare Benefits Sp
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By Cutigroriik (eonnes
Finlf Reporier of Tan WAL Sranwe Jounnas

WASHIRGTON -1 Oongrass, Wea hot
weifare-overhau! debgle.,

Fepublican lesders insist {hat siates
should be freed from 1he requirsment {hat
they give “woridgre” workers — waifafe
recipients put intp mgkavwork government
jtbs—the same benefit protestiens 435 non
welfare workers, " Without B, we will put
ail the progress we have made” i chang

-ingtwellare, savs Missouri Rep. Jamas
Talent, a GOP weifgre Jesder. States, he
2dds, have bean pushing Congress to enact
the thange.

But welfare officiats {rom states around
the nation have another view: Man yarea'l
clamaring {or the pight Lo give worklere
uorkers tessEr wape angd henelit protet:
sions. “We wand gur wellars people 10 hsve
the same Denelils g averyons £lse.” Suys
“Gary Weske, whe runs Crapon's welfars-
ouerhaul effprt,

& BY Player SaFar .t ’

* This contrast .between officiais ip

Washisgion ani Dwse sulgide the caphat
refects an important shd surprising devel
opment i Ammerice's glast wellategver

naul experiment, Worklzre, once expesed |

o play & cenérai roie in mzking weliare
refarm work, actually has emergsd in most
stales as & bil player, oF i§ being shunned
altogether, For one thing, the strong econ-
omv has crealed enough private-sectar
jobs toatlow states w avoid moving people
off welfgre rolts foto wochiare jobs. On fop
of that, many state wellire offictais bave
conthuded thal workinre progyarms gre aa
inefticienst use of rasauress. or & logisticat
mess 1 oversea.

Given this l=sser role workiare i play-
ing in the weliare pverhayl, sigle wellyre
sirectars are heshant tn risk political raph
wi by igking the controversial step of
denying sueh things as 1he minimum wage
. &nd standard benelits 1o wellyrs recipients
they do put (#16 worklare,

“It's pretty b down our H#sl of prier
ties.” says Chuck Jehnson, who runs Mia-
nesgiz’s wellare-overfiaul program,

O top of that. many state officials who
are using workiare programs think they
need o provide workfare workers with as
much help as poasihle to smootl thelr
transition into the Jabor fure.

The upshit {5 that thete 5 Jess of &
groundsweid 10 change e ryles for work
fare recipienis than GOP saders may have
expeciad, Both ihe Nglional Governors

* s Associdtion and the Nathnad Councit of

Staie Legisintors, for instance, have islisd
to pass resoiuiions iy support of the OOF
isagderg’ pasit%w. -

Political Pressupe From Unfons

To be sure, some stgte wallare ¢ffivials
want the flexiblifly in wWorkpiace benefits
thal Washington Bepubiicans are sdwoat-
ing. Ard a2ven some Democrals, such 43
Telaware Gov. Thomas Carper, have ceiti-
gized requirements that stales glve tull
worker benefits to workfare recipients, -

3
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In addition, Reputifistng say that tire
shanges they advocais aren’t hoing op-
‘pozad on thelr merils, but bécapse of
political pressures. “This hat & ot (o de
with organized labor,” says Hiorida-Rep.
Clay Shaw. a GOF weifare teader. Unions
have [rom the outsel heen among the
strongest supporters of the worklare pro-
tections, in part because they would hely
‘prevent workfare workers fogm d.splmng
uniey members.

As the debale suggests, the isa .of
workfzre has been controversial from the
teginning of the current wellareoverhasl
dnve. [n essente, workisre i & way ©
requite weligre rng;em i wirk, often
through COmMENHY $ervice such 4% clesn-
ing parks, in returs for thelr seneifls. The
ides Is that wellare wirkers who etheyr
can't of wop't fing privale-sselor johs
won't pet their full weifare and f0bd-stamp

teneiils Without putling in some Unig ata ~

warkiare job.

The Labor Depatirment, in recenx
months. has ruled that such workers are
entitied to the same workplace benefits
that the law reguires for other workers.
-Hut some conservatives have argued thai
worklare workers, because they are not
fuity employed laborers, arén't entitled o
henefits sueh as the Mlaimwem wage.

. workers wmpuezzsam parentat laave and

beaith and disabilily insurance,

Arg same stale welaee offiniah cor
tainly support that grgument, "Thay are
trginees, not emplovees,” siye Einlse An
Zarzen, who heads Oalifornin'y weifers

agency. veferring 1o watklare workers..

“They are net worth 25 mush 6 fhe
smpivyer & other workers.”
‘I Wik Avoid 1T 2f Aj] Costs’

Whalever (he merits of the armguments.
the reality is thai workfare hasn'l
emerged, at least so Tar, ag centrdd to
“wetare overhaul, Whiie a handful of states
guch as New York gnd Wiscotisin have

‘pved Ihcusands info communiily-service
ohs, most other sizles have only pilot
programs ar ro grogram at all. 1 will
avoid it at ail costs.” says Donali Tayior,
who runs Mississippi's mifarwverhaui
#ffort. .

That's in part begause of the strong
sconary, but alse because of praciical
problems. For examite, Siales must monk
ror each worker for compliance ared essen-
tialty $9f up B BEW BUrRAUCIdly 0 run the
program. “Framea pable-eoliny perspe
thve, il 15 not 2 wise Uwesimend.” says
James Clark, whe as head of Soulh Cargr
#ins's wellare-overhaut effort has 321 up g
emall pliot workiare program. ¥ gt
inte :he most: Gud- &v.{asi Buresnerie
s,

While the smm?‘e& wurkfre uttwy
cates convede il ouies Nave Devu sluw 10
mave, they say if'e peoiuse (he welfiee
bureanriacy resisls e work{ure iten.
“The typical state welfare director has

never Niked, and probably dossn't unders
stangd, workfare, says Robert Rector, who
as wellfure expert at the Heritage Founda-
tion was a key architectof the 1898 wellare:
uverhaul law,

Workfare agvocates z2lso ame that
slates may be forced 1 Turmn fp workiare i
{uts@ years, especially a8 the ouphasiinr
place warkers reach theit weilare time
fimit B even U they do, many siate
officisls s3¥ they plan 10 offer miny of tiw
wagy and bapefif protections,

Tosome, the prolectionsare s matler of
furrnnss. In other siates, s fnws fe
suire the protections, And i others, ity 2
maiter af math: In all bl & few states.
benefit lovels currently are high enough so
thai if states conver: workfare wirkers'
chiecks 1o & wage, they equal o0 exc&ed
the Minimg wage,

8¢ why are Republican leaders in
Washinglon up in arms over the worker
protection issue?

Most say it is merely a matier of
prudent policy. Behefit proiecijons, they
say, are z Cushy imcenfive for welfzre
worksTs 15 siay on workiare, asopposed in
moving inte privalesectar obs. AD i
sume ime, the required level of wagezs and
Benefus, ihay 3ay, would drais ghatey
Suffers gnd saddie them with olher Beavy
buyrdens, making workfare not m e
sttarr. -

in Michizan, Rr exampie, e Sagmau.

Midiand Bay Job Trainisg Consorgiom wili
shut down #s Hbperson worifare ef{ox
this munth, ~There's ap erdless variety of
laws fhud could kick in" says Dennis |
Brieghe, who runs the program, It $ ton
iarge a risk 1o maintain the p-ugram
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House GOP ‘Fast-Track’ Bill Is Uﬁlikely
ToDraw Democrats, Clouding Prospects

. By doz Davis
Eraff chcirter af Tar Wars Staver Jounsas,
WASHINGTON. ~ The chairman of the
House Wavs and Means Commiltes issued
a version af the “last-track’” frade hilf that
is unlikely wo garoer any voues fmm Lam
miftes Democrals,

The House commillee 3§ sst o vole
tomeryow on the measure, introduced by
Chairman B9l Archer of Texas, which
swauld renew {he president’s irade-nepath
ating acthority through 2601, But ¥ it
doesn'l attrgst zoy Democraiie suppoert, it
= doomed i ihe ful House, where Dems-
cratic voles are ng¢essary 10 pass the
measure. A fast-irack bit that cleared the
Ways and Means panei in 1985 slong party
lines wasn't brought up for & vote i the full
House, betatde Repultican leaders knew
it weld lose,

Pasi track, whichexpiredin eaz*ly 1444,
is the pracedure thal Jawmakers had used
to approve jrzde Bills, Under [ast frack,
iawmakers agreg lo vote Ves or ng on
i fpmede B hol nisd s semeanl B, Poreign
Tealeady prsg s n cublaples Bisd teaek o e
craciat win pegetiilling with e Ly,
pecause t gssures thom that Congress
won't rewrile lrade deals negotialed Dy the
adminisiratien. The sdmintSiration has
saitd 3 plans o use he wtbarity B aegol ]
il Che inchasion ol Chile o i Norib
American Free Trade Agreement and io
siart pargaining ever regional trade deals
in South America and Asia.

The fight over fast track essentially

iwvalves different wisws of how 1o freaf .

"iabor and environmental stardards in &
trads pact. Last week, the Senare Finange
* Comynittee approved a3 fastdrack bl
nacked by the administration and some
sommittee Dernacrats that provided mod-
- grate mbor and envirommenta proteciions.
Mr. Archar's version envisions an even
smalier rote for iahor and environmenta!
standards — though House Democrais ars
- Far more concerngd abma them than are
thty Sensbe connlorgiris
T fhere's Biwly dewiines fnmy fhe
Comelmte B wonkla' e ahlbe foagsgse
" fast truck.” suid Rep, Ruhert Malsul, (0,
T, ihe ranking mensher on the (rade
stbsanitier who iy poistdensd (he stauny
chest Democeadic (ree trader on Weys and
Means, Commiftes Democrats helisve that
_they could tine up aboul six af 16 Demo-
craty 1o vote for fast track if the provigions
more ciosely resembled ihe Senaks il
withous that fevel of support, & fast-track
bifl would have 2 &#ficul! time passing the
{ull House.

in the Semate Fipanecs Committen's =

version, for ingance, fasttrack authority
can be used 19 gpprove deals in which
parfies agree 0 maisiain their rules on
fakor, ¢hild labor, heaith, safety or envi-
ronmesasl siandards. Nafte, which was
negotidted by a Republican president, has
simnilsr language. But the Archer version
of fastirack wouid relsgaie such provi-
slons 6 & report accompanving the bill-
which is influgntial but 16t megessarily

binding -~ yather thayn make them part of
the proposed law. ~ i
Similarly. Sensie Finmance Commities
Lilt provisions ot improvemenis o labor
and envirenmental' protections. which
yrge the adminisiration 10 use maeli
mteral instilutions, would only be incleded

T Bt the report accompanying the Wavs and

Means version.
Mr. Archer characterized Bis bilfas g

JEient step forward.” Butfasi-rack <rities -

were caustie, “The Radgan-Bush fast
track provides bikini-sized coverage of the
environment amd labor; the Wavs and
Means versisn would lorbid even that
skimpy king of coverage.” said Lorf Walk
lach, whi organizes labbying a( the con
sumsr group Public Citizen.
The Clinton administration held its firg
2% it tried 1o work ot a comipromise with
Mr. Archer. Farly vesterday, the adminis-
iration wiiy $0 concernsd inal the Archer
version woild doom fast-track thai il urged
the Texas Republican to cance! bis news
canfgrence annaaneing the bill, and 1.8,
TPpwde  Hepresenimiive  Chordene Har
slaefsky gkl 0 The White Haoae wemhin'
biack his Bifh But by indddny, Ms, Hu

shelsky and My, Archer mel te work syl --

their differences: their staffs continued o
, mestinte intg the night o araft cnmmimise
Liil}.flbi;,i‘ ut titne [oF maeerew s vole, Mr,
Archer ingisted thal his gillerenies with
ihe White House z:ans;seed ‘mainiy ;rz
hadnces of fechaical detglis,

Fartly, his opposition io using the Sen-
ate version reflected the rivairy hatween
the two bodies. Ways and Means staffers
and membess higve heen working on fast-

frack jssues for thres years ard are foathe

o accepl langusge aegotiated in the

pagtfiw weeks in the Senate.
S

Canada’s Em;ey to Mexico -
Asks for Reassign

ment

By o Wall Srassy fogamar. Staff Reportor
OTTAWA - Canudn's ambpssedor o

Mtesbevr tue anlest §o b rennadpnel be

i ] i Men B NI sERe iervIew

A whiich Be CXpressos zoytiement aver

', 1997

Ey

thee pxdeng of Mogicat corruption, .

The weekly aews mmgiine Milegis
plse aramted [he wvlegan Eonnudian digdo
it Mty Peryon, wy criticizing Hiv U.S.
“for be*t‘g devipus i its dealings with
Mexico with regpect to Mexiee's drag
trade.

The ambagsador (o the magazine
“the pressure on Mexico {rom the United
States is just & game thal the American
government uses for peolitical ends and
serves iy hide & mech packer reality Jin
the 181"

Mr. Perron, who is 37 yeaz‘s oig, has
served in ‘other senior pusis in the
Lanadian diplomstic service, including
ambassador o Beypt,
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worthy told reporters that the ambassa .
i Go7 recognized that his remarks wers
ingppronriate Ior # diplomatie represen. |
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States With Problems in 2001 {assumes 20 hours of work per week}

Factors in rough food stamp ¢ost of living increase in 2001
Families of 3

Families of 2 {average farmily Familigs of 4
size}
Current 8 stales No states (Miss.’s  No states
Mimmum problem
Wage -- disappears by
$5.15 2001 becauss of
increase in food
stamp allotment
Year 2001 24 states 4 states No states
rrinimum
wage: $6.20

Recall that the number of hours of work required per week increases from 20 hpurs
in 1997 and 1998 10 25 howrg in 1888, and 30 hours in 2000 and thersafter.
However, the increase from 20 to 30 hours can be in the form of training directly
related to employmeant, so it is possible 1o argus that 20 hours is the more useful
reference point. But below is the 30 hour chart.

States With Problems in 2001 {assumes 30 hours of work per week! -
Factors in rough food stamp cost of living increase in 2001
| Families of 3
Families of 2 {average family Families of 4
size}

Current 38 stares 14 states 2 states

Minimum Wage

~ §5.15

Year 2001 48 states 36 states 12 states

minimum wage: %

$6.20
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