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We shouldn’t be funding the habits of drug and alcohol abusers.

By Wiltiam §, Cohen

recovering alvoholic from
California, getling his hfe
togethur affer serving 2
prison term for drunk driving,
envoiied in a commuumnity coliege
and appeared beaded for belter
things,
He tearoed, however, that his
Wgﬁamm atcohalissn could make
b edigivle for benelils under the
Social Becurity disability program.
He appiicd and eventually peoeivad
& cheek fram the government for
$49,008 plus monthiy benefits.
Elated at his good fortune, he
dropped nur of college, started
drinking beavily and was arresied
again for drauk driving, Fearing
further imprizsanment, he fled the
state when he was released on
bond, lived in 8 mobile home and
continued dyinking. Soon there-
afer, he died of kidney failure at the
dge of 44.
“Government cornpassion killed

Sen. William 8. Cohen is a Repub-
lican from Maoine.

{his roan,” said the relalive who told
me the story. "I was » classic
demonstration of how throwing
money g problem only makes
warse” -

Undbriunstely, this is not an iso-
igted incident, A yeardong nvesti-
pation by my staff on the Specind
Compmttee on Aging and the Gen-
eral Acoounting Office determdned
that hundreds of millions of dollars
in federal funds are being used 1
feed the sddictions of drug addicts
and aloahotics.

Last vear, the government paid
$1.4 billion to 250,580 drug sddicts
and slcubulics uader the Sociad
Security Disability Insursnce
(S8 and Supplemastat Security
Incose (8515 programs. OF those,
78,000 - less than one-third —wers
subject to any controls ar monitor
ing of funds they received, and Jess
shan 19 percent of this group was
known to be in treatment,

This federal revenue sharing for
drug sddicts and alcoholics repre-
sents 8 tremeadous disservice for
those it is supposed to help. Instead
of receiving the treatment they
need, substance abusers are being

.
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paid to perpetuate their addictions,
mhwm the taXpayers are fooling the
A

“th deal with this prablem [ have
ntrocucad legisiation, passed by
the Senate carlior this month, that
would fuke the cashoutof the hands
of addicis and slcehelics and
ensure that they receive reatment.

§{ beliove # i3 crucial that the
House pasy this legisiation seon so
we can siop the Bow of money to
those who are simply shocting uper
drinking away thelr government
benefils,

My bill;

® Discontinues 881 and 88D
cash payments to alcoholics and
acficts. Tostead, beaefits wonld go
30 an institution or approved agency
13 manage the Funds.

The effecis of such changes
wiuld be dramatic. For example, a
fetter L received from a personwho
has been homeless on the streets of
Washiogtoh for 1wo decades
deseribed vividly the binges that
are prompted by thearrival of a dis-
ability check.

*I have seen my ‘class’ mesnbers
getdrunk and high each month and

stay that way antil their cagh runs
out” she wrote. "l s sgd to see a
women who is okay by the end of
one moenth and drunk agaln o the
beginning of the next. Theso addicls
get rabbed and abused when i &
stupor. They prostitute themselves.
Easy money tends {o make us
weak” .

& Reguires that lump-sum
retroaciive paviments, ke monthiy
cash benefits, go 1o community
erganizations or agencies that will
hold the funds for the addict or
alcehotic.

The change would deal with the
problem highlighted by the 349,000
payment to the California alooholic,
Determining benefit eligibility can
take a8 year or more, resulting in

some large rewrsactive pavments |

ta substance abusers. Binges
among beneficiaries are common-
place, and some have even died of
drug overdoses purchased with
goverament funsds.

® Hemoves from the rolls those
who profit form fllegal activities,
such as drug dealing, to sustain
their habits.

The staff investigation uncovered

cases where addicls wer. sotively
engaged in criminal aotivities such
a% drag dealing, armed robbery
and harglary, and readily sdmined
sueh #Clivities 10 the gosernmesnt
when seeking benefits.

fone instance an S8 beneficia-
ry said he oblained 3600 worth of
heroin daily for up to thr ze people
and received showt P4 grams of
heroin 2 day, worth $1530, for him-
sedf, Incrodibly, the Ninth Chopit
Conrt of Appends in Califoonia ruled
recently thal this actvity was nt
enough to establish that the drug
depter could work, thereby sllowing
him and others Ble Bim o ontin.
ue receiving benpfits,

* Raguires betfer monitoring of
those receiving benefits,

Among sdedicts and alovholics on

“ihe streel, the disability programs

are known 45 Bn easy source of
cash, and the number of addicts
and alcoholivs in the 851 program
hay inereased by 150 percent from
1989 1o 3992,

Bt while the program las rash-
poomed, the Social Securisy Admin.
istration has net done cnough to

. ensure that benefits are going for

their intemded purpose. Through
fast year, the ogency has estab-
fishied programs in only 18 sigtes to
monitor trestment requirements
far substance abusess. The bl
requires all states 1o have such 4n
pgency. .
w Sets up o swict review process
for substance abusers. ARer ong
venr, if an individual were still dis-
sbled But pol receiving treattnent,
benefits would be suspended.
Another review would take place
after two yaars. Payments for dis-
sbilities based solely on subsiance
sbuse could not continue for more
than three years, "
The gonl of this legisiation i
stop federal payments from golng
intpaneedieorimosbottieand o
pravide tough peanities for those
wha defraud the system to recelve
benchis. -
Irs aitn is to Nave texpayer dol
fars and encourage rehabilitation
for those who can mad shoudd
yecover from thelr addictions,
rather than providing a lifelong —
snd Bfe-thesatening ~ source of
cash for the demons that conteol
their Hyes. )
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he Nigerian ambagsador
asked for it and got a litany
of erigigisme, frastration an
anger from tus countrymen inthe
United Stutes when they were
asked o comments on ﬁzger}as
attempt 1o return the country 1o
civilian rule with 3 new constife
nmkmbassadar Zubair Mahmud
Kazaure invited dozehs of MNige-
rians 1o his home in Lhevy Chase
inst wesk for ong in & 5¢0€S ‘cf
dinners designed to seek the opn-
jans of Nigerians lIVIDE abroad.
a] am on & mission {rom the
government 1o obtain the vigws an
she gonstituticeal conference bev
ing prepared oy” {I}e country’s
military rulers, Mr Kazaure said.
1t proved to be a mussion tmpos-
gibie s many Nigernans stood be-
fore a microphone inthe gpﬁzizght
of a video camern, posinoned 10
recordd thelr camments, and wid

Bobin Raphel was supposed
1 go o India to prepare for
afence-mending trip by State’s No.
2 man, Srobe Talbott, but she i
mediately ran into trouble vester.
day with the indian press, which

State Departmant official

strained relations berween New
Dethi and Washingion.

The Press Trust of india news
agency said “arrogant” U Em-

the VIP loange at New Delhi zir-
port and bincked them from gues-
ti;ining Mrs. Raphel upon her arvi-
val,

There was no immediate com-
ment from the embassy,

Mrs. Raghel angered Indian of-
ficials iast year after she was
named assigtant secretary of state
for South Asin by appoaring o
guestion India’s right to parvs of
Kashmir, which has been part of
indiz since independence from
Britgin in IM7,

Mrs. Raphel has aiso criticized
New Dreihis huroan rights record

the ambassador he was wasting
i time. : (
zhe‘fgilch time we have a mﬂi’:gg
rarnent, we have s co0suil
%t;ii convention. Then we elect 8
governpaent. Then we have an-
other military government, and
the process starts agam, said one
man who had offered writien cony
ments on & proposed consumLnon
in 1996 only o Dind them ignored.
; Another man demapded 10
} know what role the mﬁzl:ary :g
really :é?yi:gg. He g;d 2;3 is "very
: ical and suspicious. . | )
ikeg:{;‘m man s:fid‘Nigemri gov:h
= pryinents routinely. ignoreslawss
ready exist.
gD?mél‘ur legders naed w follow the
faws” he said. “A cmsmun?m}
| conference is o waste of ume.
Mr Kazaure tried 1o explan
that Nigerians, themseives, are
partly t blamne for the crisis that
began with the aonulment of elec-
ions i June and the overthrow of
an interim government. )
He said the country "was very
likely to [have fallen] into instabil-
ity and cheos” before the malitary
mﬁf’mg against the gpnic di-
visions that have plagyed Nigena,
e appealed © hisaudience 0 es
chew sectionalism and tribaiism.
“It is not fair 1o blame the o
terim government or the military
... e said. " We have purselvesto
blame”

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 1994 »

in dealisig with a bloody, 4-yearoid
rebellicn B Kashmirn, the aonly
Muslim-majority region in Hindu
indis,

V.5 - India reistions hawe alss
been sirained because the Clinton
adrainistration has [ailed for more
than & year o appoint an ambassa-
dor s New Deihi The Indize gov
ernment has perceived the long
delay as an insult 10 8 coUntTY that
nas close politigal and economic
ties with the United States.

The purpose of Mrs. Raphel’s
tTip is & pave the way for Mr Tal

_bort, who will make hig first for-.] | '
‘eign Arip ag-deputyssecretary of - 03 vy

state next month.

n Israeli reporter and an
Arab-American leader
agreed on one issus 0 3

debate yettgrday on = radio twlk
show. Both blamed President Clin-

ship on foreign affairs.

Speaking on WAMU's "Diane

Eehm Show! Akivs Elder of the
newspaper Ha'aretz and Khalii
Jahshan, director of the Nationsl
Arab-American Association, said
Mr. Clirston 18 spending o much
time on domestic affairs. They
said his lack of attention on world
isgues is threatering the resump-
tion of Middle East peace talks,

‘They alsp criticized Secretary
of State Warren Christopher say.
ing the United States needs 4 move
activist forelon minister.

ton for not showing more leader-

has blamed her for moch of the

bassy officials herded them ourof |
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