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2:,P>­W
e shouldn't be funding the habits ofdrug and alcohol abusers'v 


B
y W

illiam
 S

. C
ohen 

A
recovering alcoholic from

 
C

...alifornia, 
getliI~g h

is b
fe 

to
g

eth
er after 

serv
in

g
 

a 
prison term

 for drunk driving, 
enrolled ill a com

m
unity college 

and appeare4 headed (or better 
things.

H
e learued, rw

w
ever. 

that his 
previous alcoholism

 could m
ake 

him
 eligible fur benefits u

n
d

er the 
S

ocial S
ecurity disability program

. 
H

e applied
and eventually received 

a ch
eck

 from
 the governm

ent fur 
549,000 plus m

onthly benefits. 
E

lated at his good fortune, he 
d

ro
p

p
ed

 out o
f college, started

 
d

rin
k

in
g

 heavily an
d

 w
as arrested

 
again fur drunk driving, F

earing 
fu

rth
er im

priaoom
ent, he ftW

 the 
slute w

hen he w
as reJeased un 

bond, lived in 11 m
obile hom

e an
d

 
continued drinking. Soon th

ere· 
after.b

e
died ofkidney failure at the 

ag
eo

f4
4

. 
"G

ow
rnlllen! com

vassion killed 

S
en. W

illiam
 S. C

allen is a R
epub· 

lican from
 M

aine. 

tm
s m

an,"said
 the relative w

ho told 
m

e lh
e story. "It w

as a classic 
d

em
o

n
stratio

n
 o

f how
 th

ro
w

in
g

 
m

ow
:y at a probJem

 only m
nites it 

w
orse." 
U

nfortunately, this is not an
 iso­

lated in
d

d
e
n

t A
 year-loog investi· 

galton by m
y staff 0

0
 the S

pecial 
C

um
m

JU
ee o

n
 A

glng an
d

 th
e G

en­
eral A

ccounting O
ffice

 determ
ine<

l 
lbat b

u
n

d
red

s o
fm

illions ofdoJlars 
in federal funds are being u

se
d

 to 
feed the addictions o

f d
ru

g
 addicts 

an
d

 alcoholics. 
l4\$t year, the governm

ent paid 
$1.4 billion to 250,000 d

ru
g

 addicts 
an

d
 alcoholics o!lder th

e S
o

d
al 

S
ecu

riry
 

D
isab

d
ity

 
In

su
ran

ce 
(S

S
D

l) und S
U

P
lllem

em
al &

!C
U

l'lty 
In

co
m

e (S
S

t) program
!>. O

f those, 
78,00Q

 -less than
one-third

-w
c
re

 
subject to any controls o

r m
onitor· 

ing
o

f funds they received, an
d

 less 
than 10 percent o

f this group w
as 

know
n to b

e in treatm
ent. 

T
h

is federal revenue sh
arin

g
 for 

d
ru

g
 addicts and alcoholics rep

re· 
scn

ts a trem
endous diil'tetvice for 

those it is supposed to help. Instead 
o

f receil{ing th
e treatm

en
l they 

need, substance ab
u

sers are being 

paid to perpetuate Ihelraddictions., 
m

id th
e taxpayerS

 are footing th
e 

h
ill. 
1

b
 denl w

ith this problem
 I h

av
e 

jIttro
d

u
ce

d
 legislatiort. 113Ssed b

y
 

th
e S

enate earlier this m
onth, thnt 

w
ould talre the cash

outo
fth

e hands 
o

f ad
d

icts 
an

d
 alco

h
o

lics 
an

d
 

en
su

re th
at they receive treatm

ent. 
I beU

C
\f1! it is crucial th

at th
e 

H
ouse p

ass this legislation soon so 
w

e can
 stop th

e flow
 o

f m
o

n
ey

 to
 

those w
ho

are
sim

ply
shooting up

o
r 

d
rin

k
in

g
 aw

ay th
eir g

o
v

ern
m

en
t 

benetits. 
M

y bill: 
• 

D
iscontinues SSJ 

an
d

 ssm
 

cash
 paym

ents fo alcoholics an
d

 
a(\J.hcts. In

stead
, bellefits w

ould g
o

 
to

an
 institution

o
r approved agency 

to m
anage th

e funds. 
T

he effects o
f such ch

an
g

es 
w

ould b
e dram

atic. fb
r exam

ple, a 
Jetter 1

received fro
m

 a person w
ho 

h
as been hom

eless on th
e slret..'1s o

f 
W

atlhiIlQ
ton 

for 
tw

o 
d

ecad
es 

d
escrib

ed
 vividly the binges that 

are prom
pted

b
y

th
ean

iv
alo

fa dis­
ability check. 

"I have seen m
y 'class' m

em
hers 

get d
tu

n
k

 and high each
 m

onth and 

.slay that w
ay 1

U
1

ti) (heir c
a
~
h
 ru

n
s 

o
u

t;' sh
e w

rote. "It is sad to see a 
w

om
en w

h
o

 is okay b
y

 the en
d

 of 
one m

ooth an
d

 d
ru

n
k

 again at th
e 

beginning
o

fth
e next. T

ht.."S(! addicts 
get robbed and abused w

hen in a 

~:~r::~~:r:~~~tet~~:~Sk!V~S 
w

eak." 
• 

R
eq

u
ires 

th
at 

lum
pM

sum
 

re
tro

a
cti.ve

 paym
ents. like

m
onthly 

cash benefits. go to co
m

m
u

n
ity

 
organiL

U
tions o

r agencies that w
tll 

hold th
e fu

n
d

s fo
r the: ad

d
ict o

r 
alcoholic. 

T
h

e
 change w

ould deal w
ith th

e 
problem

 highlighted by th
e

$49,000 
paym

entto th
e C

alifornia alcoholic. 
D

eterm
ining benefit eligibU

ity cal~ 
take a y

ear o
r m

ore, resulting in 
so

m
e large retroactive paym

ents 
to

 
su

b
stan

ce 
ab

u
sers. 

B
in

g
es 

am
ong beneficiaries are com

m
oo

M
 

pJace, an
d

 som
e h

a
w

 even died o
f 

d
ru

g
 o

v
erd

o
ses p

u
rch

ased
 w

ith 
G

overnm
ent funds. 

• 
R

em
oves fro

m
 th

e rons those 
w

ho p
ro

fit form
 illeg

al activities, 
such as d

ru
g

 dealing, to sustain 
their habits. 

T
he staff investigation uncovered 

cases w
h

ere addicts w
eT.: actively 

engai,ted in crim
inal activities such 

<\1:1 d
n

lg
 deaJing, arm

ed
 ro

b
b

ery
 

and burglary. an
d

 readily adm
itted 

such a.ctivities to the !W
Jernm

ent 
w

hen seeking benefits. 
ttl Q

ue Instaoce no SSt heneficia· 
ry

 said he obtained $600 w
ilrr1\: o

f 
heroin daily for up to tht ~e people 
an

d
 received a.bout 

1V. ifram
s o

f 
heroin a day, w

orth $150. for hit':n­
:>elf. Incredibly, the N

jn:h C
ircuil 

C
ourt o

fAl){)e1t1s in C
altfn.m

a ruled 
recently th

ai this activit,:! w
as not 

enough to establish that th
e d

ru
g

 
dem

er rould wom. thereb1
allow

ing 
him

 an
d

 o
th

ers blre h
lm

 ;0
 contin­

ue receiving benefits, 
• R

¢q;uires b
etter m

oniloring o
f 

those receiving benefits" 
A

m
ong ad

d
ictsan

d
m

)h
o

iicso
o

 
. the street, th

e disability program
s 

are know
n a

s'an easy ~
N
e
 o

f 
cash, an

d
 th

e n
u

m
b

er ttf addiels 
and alcoholics in th

e S
S

I program
 

lIAS m
t;reased by J50 percent from

 
1989 to }992. 

B
ut w

hile the program
 l;as m

ush· 
room

ed,lhe S
ocial S

ecurity A
dm

iu· 
istration h

as not done t nough to 
. en

su
re that benefits ate going for 

their intended purpose, T
hrough 

last year, Ihe u~.ency h
as estab

­
lished program

s m
 only 18 states to 

m
oniter treatm

en
t req

u
irem

en
ts 

(or so
b

stan
ce abu,sers. T

he bill 
reqm

res all states to
 have s

u
c
~
 ~
 

agency . 
• S

ets up 1i strict rE
view

 process 
for S

U
bstance tlbust:tB

. 
A

fte
r one 

year, ifan
 individual w

ere still dis­
»bied but ttrn receiV

\ng treatm
ent, 

b
en

efits 
w

ould 
b

e s':!C
n

d
e
d

. 
A

nother review
 w

ould 
p
~
 

sfter tw
o years. P

aym
ents' tor dja-. 

abilities b
ased

 solely o
n

 s
~
t
a
n
c
e
 

ab
u

se could nor continuo to
r m

u
te 

th
an

 ti.ree yC
{II:'lL

 
. 

, 
T

h
e

 goal o
f this legislation is to

 
SlO

p federal paym
ents h

v
m

 &Ulna 
into a needle o

r into a bottle and to
 

provide to
u

g
h

 penalties fo
r thoie 

w
ho defraud the system

 to
 receiVe 

benefits. 
Its aim

 is to S
A

ve tax
p

ay
er dol· 

lars an
d

 encourage rehabilitation 
for th

o
se w

ho can
 an

d
 .h

o
u

ld
 

reco
v

er fro
m

 th
e
ir ad

d
ictio

n
s. 

rath
er th

an
 providing a life

k
lq

­
lind liftH

lw
eatenlll8 -

s
o

u
rc

b
 .of 

cash for the dem
ons thi,t eo.otw

i 
th

eir lives. 
. 
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J,'"H":"~":'"_ -;L-;;(::?;:-,'i,'c."'-",":,;,,:_,,;, :-: A t.'rird man said NIgerian gov: " : b?t1, w~o will make his ftrst fot~> i" eminents routinely: iSnore;laws~ elgn ,tnp ~',~ePll~y/secretaMJ -of .,.' ".:.~ , . ­that already exist. state next montb. '--. " 'J. -.~-'.,,' {. .-",:.;"j5..."!>::'; ~.'. 

T
he Nigerian" ambassador 
asked for it and' got a litany 
of criticism. frustration and 

anger from his countrYmen in the 
United St\ltes wMn they were 
asked. for comments on Nigeria's 
attempt to return the countrY to 
civilian rule with a new constltu' 
tion, 

Ambassador Zubair Mahmud 
l<M.aure inVIted dozens of Nige­
riMs to his home in Chevy Chase 
tast week for ont in a series of
dinners designed to seek the opin. 
ions of Nigerians living abroad, 

"I am (In a mission from the 
government ro obtain the vie,,"'$: on 
the COtlstitutlooal conference be­
ing prepared by" the country's
military rulers. }.k Kaz.aure said. 

It proved to be a mission impoS­
sible as man}' NigeriaP.s stOO<.i be­
fore a microphone in-the spOtlight 
of a \'ideo camero, positioned to 
record their commentS, and wid 
me ambassador he was wasting 
their time, - ­

""Each- time we ha..-e a mUitary 
government, we haw a constitu­
tional convention. Then we elect a 
governrnent. Then we have an­
other military government. and 
the process starts again.~ said one 
man who had offered written com· 
ments on .. proposed constitution 
in 1986 only to find them ignorett ! 

Another man demanded to 
know what role the militarY is 
realiy playing, He said he is "very 

~":"" ",' " skeptIcal and suspicious:' 

"Our leaders need to follow the 
I.aws-," he said. ''A constitutional 
conference is a waste of time." 

M1: Kalaure tried to explain 
that Nigerians. themsehres. are 
partly to blame for the crisis thaT 
began with the annulment of elec­
tioos in Jl..Im: and the overthrow of 
an interiJ'n government.

He said the couvtt;.' "was ver)" 
Uke!y to [have fallen] imo instabil­
ity and cMos" before the military 
took over.

Wannng against the ethnic di­
visi<ms that have plagued Nigeria, 
be appealed to his audience '·to es­
chew sectionalism and tribalism," 

"It IS not fair to blame the itl­
terim government or the military 
, . _,~ he said. "We ha..-e oursel·ves to 
blame." 

!I State ,Department official 
, 

I 

it Israeli reporter and an 
Arab-American leader 
agreed on one issue in a 

debate yesterday on a radio talk 
show. Both blamed President elin- ! 

, tllf;' fOT not S~"ing mote leader- : 
ship on foreign affairs. 

Speaki!18 on WA,.\f.U's "Diane 
Rehm Show:' Akiva Elder of the 
newspaper, Ha"arett and Khalil 
Jahshan, dl~ector of the National 
Arab-Amenca:n Association said 
~T" Clinton is spending too much 
~e on domestic affairs. They 
~ hi~ lac~ of attention 00 world 
Issues IS threaterting the resump­
tion of Middle East peace talks.. 

They also criuciztxi Secretary
?f State ,~arren Christopher, say­
mg.tl:e iJruted States needs a more 
8cbVlst fOA'j~ minister, 

Rabm Raphel was supposed 
to go to tndia to prepare for 

a fence-mending trip by State-'s No. 

2~. Strobe 1albott. but she im­
media~ly ran into trouble rester-
day W'lth the Indian press, which 
has blamed her for much of the 
stratl.'led. relations bet'\Wen New 
Delhi and WashingtOn. , 

The Press 1hlst of India news 
agency said "arrogant" U.S. Em· 
bassy officials herded them out of ­
the VIP lounge at New Delhi air-­
~rt, and blocked them from ques­
n~rung Mrs. Raphei upon herarri· 
v,

There was no imm&;liate corn-
men! from the embassy. .., 
. ~rs. Raphel angered Indian of­

fICUlls last year after she was 
named aSSlstant secretaryof state 
for 8?Uth A~iB by aptXlMing to 
questlon India's right ttl pans of 
Kashmir, which has been pan of 
(n~. since independence from 
Bntain in 1947. 

Mrs. Raphe! has also criticized 
!iew Dellti's human righc,s record 
U1 d~ ':Vith 

Ii bloody, 4-yea1'<lId
rebe~cn u:' Kashmir, the only
~=~m-majOrity region in Hindu 

U.SAndia relations have also 
been. s::rnined because the Clinton 
admirusrratkm has faildi for mare 
than a year to appoint an ambasS8w 
dor to !'lew Delhi The Indian tfqV· 
emment has perceived the long 
delay as an insult to a country that 
has dose political and economic 
Des WIth the United States 
,~e purpose of Mrs. Raphel's 

trip IS to pa,:, the way for Mr. 1l\.I. I 
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