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The official Census Day forthe 22'" U.S. Census was nn April I, 2000. Every 10 years 
since 1790, there has been a national counting of the people of the United States. This is 
mandated by the Constitution and underscored in Title XII! of the U.S. Code, and not 
answerlng the census questionnaire cart have legal consequences. The results ofthe Decennial 
Census are the basis for determining congressional reapportionment. On or before December 
31 ~ 2000, the Bureau is required to report to the President state population counts used to 
reapportion the seats in the House of Representatives. By April 1,2001, the states will 
receive race and ethnicity data for redistricting purposes, as specified by P.L. 94~ t71 and the 
Voting Rights Act. 

The amount offederal money divided among the states. for some government programs 
is, in part, determined by Census results. Certain questions are asked just to help in this 
effort. III addition, public policy research and many business initiatives depend on the 
existence of the continual stream ofdata that the Bureau of the Census provides, not only in 
the decennial population and housing counts, but also in other data-producing activities 
hosted by the Bureau in the years between decennial censuses. 

Conducting the Census is a costly effort (the FY2000 appropriation is $4.8 billion, as 
compal'cd with $2,6 billion in 1990 and $1.8 billion in 1980) and not without inherent 
problems, How can a nation of over 2.75 million people residing in over 3.7 million square 
miles count all its inhabitants and record salient data about their lives? Won't people be 
missed, nlr a variety of reasons? Measuring the undercount has been a persistent problem, 
Commerce Secretary William M, Daley indicated that the 1990 Census was the first Census 
in 50 years to be less accurate than its predecessor, containing over 12 million errors and 
undercQunting millions ofAmericans, especially children and racial and ethnic minorities, For 
Census: 2000. the Bureau developed a number of outreach efforts, such as partnerships with 
business and local groups and paid advenising campaigns, to encourage people to return their 
answered questionnaires, 

Prior to Census 2000, particular questions regarding race and His.panic identity were 
changed to reflect new OMB guidelines released in 1997. These guidelines are included in 
this Info Pack. Once Census 2000 got underway, the long-form questionnaire (sent to one f 

in six U S. households) raised a number ofprivacy concerns due to its length and the detailed/ 
and personal nature of its questions" (SampJe questionnaires are available on the Census 
Bureau's Web site: [http://www.census.gov/drndlwwwJinfoques.t htmll) News articleJ, 
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included in this Info Pack, describe public reaction to the use of the long form and how this 
reaction might have hindered the Census 2000 response rate, On September 19, 2000, the 
Bureau announced that 67% ofthe 120 million households that received a form in the mail 
fiUed it out and returned it, indicating a 2% increase over the 65% response rate from 1990. \ 


The controversial question of statistical sampling; which the Bureau endorses, was 
settled largely, but not entirely. by the Supreme Court's determination in January 1999 that 
only a strict enumeration will be allowed for reapportionment purposes. The Census Bureau 
interpreted the Court's decision as not denying the legitimacy ofstatistical methods for other 
purposes. Thus, the Bureau wiJI conduct a two-tiered Census, one based on a strict 
enumeration of aU households for reapportionment, and a second which will generate a set 
of data "adjusted" by sampling, The sampling issue is addressed by this Info Pack; also 
included is information on how some states intend to use the Census numbers to redreawtheir 
legislative districts ("redistrict") and the court cases involved. 

A special bipartisan body. the Census Monitoring Board, was created by the House 
Committee on Government Reform, Subcommittee on the Census, to monitor the plans for 
conducting Census. 2000. The Board has two \VEB sites, one for its congressionaUy­
appointed members (http://www.cmbc.govJ and one for its presidential appojntees 
[http://www.cmhp.gov], The Subcommittee on the Census can also be accessed at the 
following Internet site: Ihttp://www.honse.gov/danmiHer/censusl. The Census Bureau 
Internet .site may be accessed at: [http://www.census.gov). 

The Office ofManagement and Budget (OMB) defines metropolitan areas for statistical 
purposes according to published standards that are applied to Decennial Census data. These 
standards are reviewed with each Census. Final reconunendations from the current 
Metropolitan Area Standards Review Committee to OMB were published in the Federal 
RegisJer on August 22, 2000, for public comment. An excerpt is enclosed. 

Members ofCongress who want more information may contact CRS at 7-5700. Other 
CRS products can be found via the CRS Home Page on the Web by searching "All CRS 
Products" [http://www.congress.govlcrsplcrspquery.htmIJ for the word "census," This 
Info Pack will be updated as legislation or news events warrant. 

Constituents can find more on this topic in a local library by using printed and online 
indexes" They include Readers' Guide to Periodical Literature, Public Affairs Information 
Service Bulletin (PAIS), and various newspaper indexes. Books on this subject can be found 
in the library's catalog .or Subject Guides 10 Books ill Print. Many libraries have the World 
Wide Web for public use, and many ofthe sources we cite. and others, can be found online. 

We hope this information will be helpfuL 
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Sourte: Washington Times, September 22, 2000, p, C3, 

Virginia 
asks court 
ruling on 
census 

Virginia J:1iCht not be .o.ble to 
tlold elections ill 2001 if the state 
doesn't get pe,mi&.Sion to use ac­
tual census-count numbers, a law· 
yer for the sUite told a three~judgc 
federal court panel in Ihe District 
yesterday, 

The .actual question before the 
panel wns whether th;$ is the right 
time to hear the case, The Judges 
took the issue Ufl(!er advisement 

But beneath lhat lecal question 
is the issue of how mu:ticipuHties, 
states and the federal government 
wiU use the 2000 census numbers. 

This year's eem.us is different 
than prt:!V]ous ones because the 
u.s. Census BW'eau is planning to 
issue two different sets of numbers 
- one for the actual head count 
and one adjusted count, based on 
mathemaricn! moods fhat nrc sup­
posed to accoont for uncoWlted 
residents. The 1990census missed 
millions ofpeople, particularly mi­
norities in inner cities, Census Bu­
reau officials say 

But legislatures in Virginia and 
four othC( states Pl)Skd laws say­
ing only actual count numbers will 
be used when they redraw their 
legislative distriCts, 

It's safe to say totS of people are 
watching the Virgillla ease. 

Yesterday the judges wore con­
sidering only whether now is the 
right time to approve Virginia's 
law. 

Frank S. rurguson, deputy at­
torOCY general fof' Virginia, said 
the stnte needs to Know (he rules it 
must follow for redistricting soon 
- and that means which numbers 
to use - or else there won't be 
enough time for lawmakers [0 

draw up an accepUible plan. 
Virginia, becnuse or past voting 

discrimination. must submlt any 
changes to its voting laws either to 
a court nr t!J the Jus;ice Depart­
ment foe clearam:e, Not knowing 
which numbers It should u&e 
means "a vel'}! renl possibility we 
will not be able to hold elections in 
November of 2001," ;"1r. Ferguson 
told tfl.e judges, 

But the Justice Department ar· 
gued that without seeing the ad· 
justed numbers, it con't tell wheth­
er using actun! count numbers 
would dIsadvantage minority vot­
ers in Virginitt 

The Census BureaiJ is leaning 
toward recommending adjusted 
numbers be used in redistricting, 
but that isn't flnal, said Stephen B. 
Pel"Shing, who a!'gued the case for 
the Justice Department. 

"We don't think there's a contro· 
versy in front of this court in real 
lerms until a {Census Bureau] de­
Cision is issued:' 

Mr. Pershin@ believes Virginia 
will still have plenty of time to 
draw up districts and submil them 
for review. 

The fcdcrnl govcmment isn't 
the only one opposing Virginia. 
Four other groups, including the 
National Association for the Ad· 
vancement of CoIQI't:!d People and 
15 cities and counties throughout 
tile nation, spearheaded by LooS 
Angeles, haVe intervened in tilt:! 
ease to maiw. sure their interests 
are protected, 

Vming rights groups say mjnor~ 
ity representation is threalened by 
Virginia's plan - which is the first 
in the nation to go to court - be­
cause minol'ities arc usuDlly un­
dercountcd by a largel' margin 
than the population as a whole. 

. That means states could dmw 
fe.....er districts friendly 10 mmor~ 
ities Ihau the numbers would rec­
ommend. 

City and county officials say if 
Virginia prevails, the Census Bu­
reau may IlQt produce adjusted 
numbers at all, That could CGst 
them billions of dollars in federal 
grants, which arc divided up 
among localities by population, 

And Republican and Demo­
craticstrntegistscare becausc how 
districts nre drawn will affect the 
balance of power in statehouses 
and loca1 euuneils across (he na­
tion. 

002000 News World Communicalions, Inc, Rcpf(xhlced by the Llbrary ofCongrcss, Congressional Rcsearch Service, with the 
permission ofthc copyright clain!.1I1L 



Source: New York Times, September 20, 2000, p, A23, 

Defying Forecasts, 

Census Response Ends Declining Trend 


By STEVEN A, HOLMES 
W'''SHINGTON, Sept. 19 - A high. 

er percentage of househ<tlos com· 
pleted and returned census forms 
this year than in 1990, reversing a 
three-detade trend away from par­
ticipation In tho national popcl~tjQr. 
count census o!Hcials sald iQ(!ay. 

The offJcials said li7 percent of of 
the 120 rom",n hauseoolds ihat re_ 
ceived n form in the mml filled it nut 
and $em (t back, cnmpllred with the 
6&percem thaI returned !he fnrms 10· 
years ago. 

UPDATE 

Th~ reSultS, which census officials 
attributed to an aggressive market· 
ing campaign, surpr:lsed I)Utsirlcrs 
who had predicted that this year 
would continue a trend (If declines In 
the pucentage of households com­
pleting and returning census forms, 

In unn, the first year officials (;00. 

ducted the initial part of the census 
by mail. 83 percent of households 
renlrned the questlonnalres. In lSsti, 
15 percent of households sent Urem 
back, and (he response rute hit 65 
percent in 1990. 

Before the start of the census this 
year, bure~u officials had predlcted 
tnat 61 percent of bouse-holds would 
return t~rms, Preliminary figures 
released in May sbowC!! that il6 per­
cent of households were responding_ 

"A decade-long trund Ime in social 
behavior Is hard tn change. hard to 
reverse," said Kenneth W. PmwlU, 
diretw, 1)1 the census. "Trend lines 
are stubborn thIngs," 

Some experts called the Ceesus 
BUreau achievement all the mDrc 

Response Rates for the 2000 Census 
Here afe tKe percentages 01 householcs by county, tna! returned their census tOlms by mail, telophOne or (he 
100emec The /ina, rcspOtlSe ral~ lor the whole COU'ltry 'lias 67 percent. up from 65 perceO! in 1900. 

AespoMe rate, 
lUI of Sep!. 12 

51% te 60% 71% to 8;)% 

Highest 
response 65% 
PoquO$On C,\)" Va, 

C2000 The New York Times, Reproduced by tIle Library of Congress, Congressional Research Service, with fhe permission of the 
copyright claimant 



Continued from previous page••. 

remarkable because it comes as par­
ticipation Is declining in community 
activities, like voUng, church attend­
ance and philanthropic giving. 

"Against that background, to have 
successfully produced a two-percent­
age-point increase in mail·back reo 
Sponse rates is actually stunning," 
said Robert Putnam, a p<>Hlical sci­
entist at Harvard University who 
wrote "Bowling Alone: The Collapse 
and Revival of American Communi­
ty" (Simon,& Schuster). 

Census Bureau officials credited 
the improvement to their enhanced 
marketing, which stressed the in­
volvement of local offiCials, and a 
$103 million advertising campaign 
that strongly suggested people who 
returned census forms would help 
their communities win new schools, 
day-care centers and firehouses. 

Some Census Bureau officials 
have fretted that the campaign may 
have promised too much. Federal 
and state financial aid is sometimes 
based on population, but no direct 
correlation exists between complet­
ed census forms and more services. 

Census officials warned that the 
relatively high response rate did not 
mean the census would be able to 
aVoid the problems of 1990, when 8 
million people were missed and 4 
million more were counted twice. 

Indeed, some experts worry that 
the larger number of returns may 
result in more people beIng counted 
twice, known as inclusions. 

"I've sat in the room with people 
who argued that the public relations 
campaign and the extensive activi­
ties have increased the chances of 
erroneous enumeration," said Ste­
phen E. Fienberg, a statistician and 
SOCial scientist at Carnegie Mellon 
University. "I've also heard the bu­
reau describe the process of entering 
the data and how they believe they 
wilJ have fewer duplicates." 

Census Bureau figures indicate 
that 29 stat,es raised theIr response 
rates from 1990, with five states ­

California, Massachusetts, Rhode Is· 
land, Nevada and Wyoming -lifting 
rates ily five percentage points. 

The improved response came in 
spite of a falloff in responses to the 
long·form questionnaire. This year, 
the gap between long.form and 
short·form returns was II percent. 
age points, double that of 1990. Some 
politicians, including Gov. George W. 
Bush, had suggested people might 
not return the long form because its 
questions were too intrusive. 

Officials said the bureau's prelimi­
nary analySiS suggested that the 
higher response rates could be at­
tributed to improved performance 
by Hispanic households. Many cities 
showing the greatest increases over 
1990 - Hialeah, Fla.; El Paso; and 
Santa Ana, Anaheim <1nd San Diego, 
Calif. - have large and growing His. 
panic popUlations. 

Response rates in white communi­
ties showed much less improvement 
over 1990, and in some eases pro­
duced declines. Several states, in­
cluding IOwa, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Missouri and Tennessee, did 
not improve at all from 10 years ago, 
And response rates declined in Min­
nesota, Kansas, WaShington, Wiscon· 
sin, Idaho, vermont and Delaware. 

Among Counties with the most sig­
nificant improvements was New 
York County - Manhattan - which 
raised its response rate to 60 percent, 
from 52'percent in 1990. It was the 
third·best improvement among the 
nallon's 100 most populous counties. 

Census officials hope to factor in 
those mIssed in this census by using 
a survey of 330,000 households to 
adjust final population counts. 

Republicans have fought against 
- and Democrats have supported _ 
this sampling because they believe It 
will raise the numbers of minorities 
living In traditionally Democratic 
areas, giving Democrats an advan­
tage when boundaries for Congres­
sional districts are redrawn. 



Source: Washington Post, September 21, 2000, p. A33. 

Extending Tenure 

Where It Counts 

Census Chiifs Term Reviewed 
By D'V£M Com~ 
1f'(I~hi;<£lm, TIm. &:4JlrriM" 

Republicans ami Democrats arc flOl(:01-: separ,atc propos­
als to appoint Il:e census director to 11 fixed term across a 
presidential election. saying they hope to insulate the statis­
tical agency from the mUff political Genale that engulfed it 
tnisyear, 

Rep. Dan Miller (R·F1a.), dmlrman nf the Hnu5C Go.'t'rti· 
ment R('form census subcommittee. plans to announce his 
propo&al today {or tile census director to tefVe for 10 years, 
mmparing it to the term of the FBl dired!)r, The sub­
eornmitfN!'S raJlktllgD<:mocrat, Rep. Carolyn.lt .Maloney (D­
N, Y,) has anr.oonccQ ber proposal roT a five-year term. 

"TItis bill is the first step in removingparusan politics fwm 
the census,~ MiUcr said in astatement. ~lt ismy hope that this 
new level of insulation will allow the direclor to be more in­
dependent an.d less influeneed by partisan politics," 

A l()..year term. MilleT said, would allow a director to su­
pervise a censlIs from long-range plAnning to unplementa· 
tion. Maloneis bill would allow a director to s.upcrvi>.e the 
crucial pha!'.C of planning and operati1ms, aides »aid. 

Politic.al bickering ovcr the census. has been intcnse, ccnter· 
illg on the administration's plan to use a survey of 1I sample of 
househaMs to account {or minorities and poor people who 
....'etC misst.oQ by the door4<H100r count. Republicans oppose 
the idea, saying h would lnwnt {)eQplc (or Democratic bene­
fic 

Thert! are more than 300 federal appointees with fixed 
terms ranging from two to 15 years, according to the Con­
gressional Research Service. In addition to the FIJI director, 
appointees with tconso! to yeatS or more also Include Feder­

at Reserve governors, vctcran!l cI,lims apPeals judges and the 
administrntormthc Rural Elcctrific.'ttion Administration, 

O!nsttS Director Kenneth Prewitt, who has spoken out 
aboullhe need t{) insulate the census from political pressures 
that underminc puhlir: cnnfiMncc in it. ·welcomes the biparti· 
san interest in thls ap.')!Qacit and is opli.mistic.~ said 11 sp<lkes­
m.1n, Steven l lost 

~Hc believes it is in the best interest mthe statislicnl sys' 
{em and the country to take any steps lhat reassure the coun­
try that the Census Bureau iq a nonpartisan agmt:y." 

1111xc is ooly one problem willi the fixed4crm aWfooch, 
according 10 Paul C. Light. deputy director of the Brookings 
Institution: It ",ill not work, 

"'The census is a highly cltatged potiti<:al issue and a 10­
year {or fivt"'-yearl term will oot make!.h.at ff> away,· he said. 
~It doesn't blow me away asa good dcW.:e,~ 

Light said a rued term can offer protection wsome situa· 
tlon.«-at the FBI. for example, where there is a long trndltloo 
of political insulation. And it works, he said, at the General 
Accounting Office and other 3genci<>s where the head ron 00­
ly be removed for cause, a provision !KIt in !.he «nsus bills. 

Another 'A<lY to athleve insulation is to make the agency in­
dependent, like the Social S«urlty AdminIstration. he said . 
The Census Buteau is part or the CQrumeree Department. 

A spokesman for Miller. Chip Walker, said it is not likely the 
bill could be debated and enacted thisyear, but "certainly this 
will get the debate going and get people lhinkingabout it and 
we could enact something in the next Cungress.• 

02000 The Washington Post Company. Reproduced by die Library of Congress, CongrC$lonal Research Sc:rv1CC, wilh lhe permission' 
of the COpyright daimant. 
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Source: USA Today, April 24, 2000, p. SA. 

Census fllobilization is largest in peacetime 

By Haya El Nasser 
USA TODAY 

The government is dispatching 
500.000 troops this week to every 
p.amlet town and city. lhelr mission: 
Combat ap.uliy, mistrust ofgowrnmen( 
and privacy COrKems, and persuade 
people to answer Census questions, 

The Census Bureau is mobtlizing J 
tempor.!f)I worklOrce equal to the pop­
ulation of Charlotte, N,C, or {\;ashv:i!le,
malting it the largest peacetime e!b:t in 
the nation's history, 
1Notke~ will be sent to every one of 

the estimated 40 miUion hoUseholds 
that dID nor m;ul back ns, If they 
C.10't reach someone the frsl time, 
they'!.! k.wc anote ilsking hi!:. Of ocr to 
calf to schedule an interview, If thai 
doesn't wock, they'll try two more 
times in perron and then three more 
times by phone, if all fails, they'll in~ 
teMew neighbors. 

rl.ore than 300,VOO of these enumer~ 
atOfS begin truce-day training today. 
They hit the streets ThuNiday: The Cen­
sus 13ureau wm add persoonel as need~ 
Ed unW an estimated 500,000 WOJ1rers 
are knocking doors helbre the door-to­
door effort ends in July. 
Thurs~ moming, they will gel their 

mission bnefings. Crew Jeaders will as­
sign them up to 40 addresses and send 
them on their wJy. forms in hand, Cen­
sus badge 00 their shirt and a black can­
vas bag over their shoulder. 

They hope il'lI he a pleasaot journey,
But they're prepared ror the worst 

~[expect some people to be a~ogelw 
it (about not having mailed their forins)
,md inVite you in.~ says lila Smith. a 
Census crew le.1der who will be leading 
her team through Roswell, an amucnt 
:\i:lanw ~uburb. ~But that's not going to 
be rhe nonn.~ 

Espe;:iaUy not this year, when con­
(ern (Ncr privacy seems [0 be on the 
rise, People who see the 53-question 
long rorm as an invasion of p::ivacy have 
dominated tal~r.ldio shows, and com~ 
plaints have flooded Congress. Some 

Republicans have urged peop!e to .skip 
questions they find too intrusive. $(Ime 
are pushing to eliminate the penalties 
for not resJ,Xlnding.

This backlash might cause problems
for Census workers <'15 they make their 
rounds, Fewer people returned the kmg 
form than the short one, 50 workers will 

. have to persuade mOre people to spend 
an average of38 minutes with them fill­
ing out the long form 

"We're telling OUf folks to be ready for 
more resi5tance,~ says Jamey Christy, as­
sjY.ant regional Census manager in the 
Denver f~ionaJ office. ""'Ie know that 
going lnlo It.~ 

The Cemus Bureau tried to modify its 
training material to address the long­
ronn backlash,.but it was too late. Offi­
cials decided to rely 00 wrut the bu­
reJu'~ 40.000 crew leaders report after 
a few d.-.ys of canvassi:-rg. 

workers are being told to 
down tty the fart that' refusing to re­
s ~ to the Census is against the law. 

"\Ne're'going to go real easy on any 
legJl reqUirements and go more with 
the POSItive .1Spros of participating: 
says Pard Ward, 70, a retiree working as 
a Census crew !cader in Smyrna, Ga. 

He says he would tei! his team mem­
bers to irttrrexe themselves. explain
why they're there and emphasize the 
process's confidential nature. Workers 
will band people .a card detailing the 
p~ty Wl'irkcrS !".lee if t~ share the 
mforrnaliofl with anyone t up to five 
}'C"ilT$ in prison and a $5,000 fine). 

Cen5U5 workers are told to k-.we if 
they se!!5c tmub!.e. Bli:-z tcams of up to 
5evenp~ple will work high-crime ar­
eas, offirnls say. 

In every Census. people pose as Ceo­
sus workers to bre.ak into home.s or ob­
tain information illegally, Offidals are 
warrung people to watch fOr anyone
who asks to come in. Census workers 
will stay on the doorstep unless they're 
invited in. 

Another due to impostors: "If they 
.lsi< for Social Security numbers or b<lnk 
.lcrounr numbcrs,~ Ward says. 

©2000 USA Today. i{(;proouccd by the Lib,dry of Congress, Congressional Research Service, with Ihe permission orthc copyright 
claimant. 



Source: Washillgtoll Post, January 26, 1999, p. AI . 

.fIigh Court Rejects Sampling In Census' 


RuJiJIl1 Has PolitiC(]~ 
Eronomic Impacts. 
By JOAn HiU:Uf'H: 
and BAflMM VOllr}!)" 
\f'(.IVo!'WMt l'iifI5/tt/l Ir'rilm 

The Supreme Court yt'SINday 
rejN:tro the federal government's 

" plan tor U$ing a controvefSlal COOll' 

ting method to Mtimate portions 
of the-muon's population in the' 
2000 Unsu,; rol.ing in 3 QSC !.hat 
cmri6 enormoo, politkm and ('('(t. 
I'IOI11ie eonseqUC!)!:eS fur oomrnuni, 
ties around the COUtltty,' • 

By 35m4 YOre, thejustkessttid 
feder:al law p;'tveI\a the Clmton 
admini.stnItkm from supp!cmhll· 
ing We Census Bureau'. tradition- ' 
al proct'dure o('lrying to reacn 
every househnld witn s!aUmita\ 
estimates that would be used to ­
determine the MIlan's popniation 
and nh1de st:"<',l!l' in' Om~1 
(ltnong Ihe staies. 

1M OCyond th!H'fudal app<lr· 
tionment ru~ of the CCIl!UlS, 
th(' Cl)tlrt did oot rort<:l~ :tltow· 
iog ~statisl.ical sa:mplinj( for I"'>ilil't 
imflOrtAnt purpos.es, lIuch u the 
drawing of politiCal Il(lundltrieM 
within cndl RlIlte ;)nd the nll()('n: 
tion of federal funds for cv('rylhil1g 
ftom road construct inn to housIng 

• for the Poor..And: the CliiHhii: 
admlni$tra~lon made tlC'Jf yester':; 
day it intends ttl move fotwatll " 
\\;tl'l pl.att'l to provide population' 

'estimate!! that st:ates rould use (or 
everythi'ng other than <letmnining 
hoW ilW!y ~'$;ii9. ~t 

: ",,,Wwld_.... 
· _. ll-< Rt,N~ 
I1t&d ~''';'"lll lJI'OVide !he 

·~ I'm bam'm r:i populat:ion 
~ and wbct.hrr sta!l:$ and Ioolli­
ties would u"" be _ with d".;;"g 

, ~ts~~ qucst.kniYffr 
teroay: Sew:ra! IDUb rt'1tI3m ~, 
""'"'_ that cooId ultlniItcly 

· have a -~ .' 00 state 
"""tiOIind _ ~ aJItt the· 
_2001.:" . 

Ycstml:J;ls C1.".C, 1l'llC of the ~ 
~y watcllt"d of the k"t'fll, ari.~ 
from a 100000-running debate QV('f 

what to dO' arort ~ h{Jt..,~oolth 
mi.~ by thb mL'lU.'1. To arkJ.rm<; t.ie 
pmblCm. Ule Ccnsu.1 Hure::;u's pI;ln 
\vas locount at k:ast 90 ~fofthc 
OOu.'lCoolds" in every Cl.'ftSU'I tract and 
then to e:xtrnpolalc [rom 3 ~Qn d 
thooc holl'lCholds the- infunluoon 

" nce::led 10 estimate population and 
c.harad.ttistiQl (Of the remaindt't". 

The GOP.{(:d HQU.<I(', ,1$ well rut it 

separate W'Wp of individuals from 
otic- and Rtntrn t'XJX'd:ro to '1001.!~ 

The court did not 

for~close allowing 
"stutistical . 

sampling~ for 011 leI' 

purposes, such as 
the drawing of 
political houhdarici 
within each sL1te. 

relati\ll! popuhtion under the $Un­

pling """"". ~ \he plan "' 
a viob.tioo 0( frocrnl law and tilt' 
O:mstitutkm's l\'qt1i!'"l"lTleflt that Ute' 
£O'llcmmrn! ronduct an "actua} ('flU, 
t"1l.eratioo~ of people C\W 10 years, 
'fhcy 5:1id stamtiC<ll ;idju.'.l.mrntJ; it;. 
vite political DPUiatiOO ami lh,;t 
tlH' better way to IfY it; <\ctUtltefy 
munr: (It'OIll(!" i~ to improve t,hr. m<!1l1." 
()Ii" for O)t1l:u::!ing mill qtli.'Slinflinl! 
evelY hOtL'II'Iw!:J. 

01999 The Washington Post Company. Reproduced by .he Library ofCongrcss,'Congression,'l} Research Service, with the 
permission ofthe copyright claimant 
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Court Rejects Administration PIClIl 

For Statistical Sampling inCehsuS' 


TIle whole m!Uc Me; ~I 
Co~:tnd tied up funding for tile 
Ct'fl.~" ()~1j i!l to he taken ncxt },('.:\f, 

-In ~ twin Cl.'"l'S bcloo; the ju...tiIT'S, 
tJ.c House and the grot!p (If J6 
rmliviil'Jat.. from around !he roJntJy 
had woo in kmcr rourt,.<;. But trw 
Qint(ln arlmiriliitration appca.led. 
('(J!ttrot!iog IhIlt fedcrnl Jaw pcrmi!'
fro sampling for all C't"tt'U'l pu1'p(l'l('S. 
and as a th~1d rn."lilrt, :l.l>.~ 
!ha{ ncitheq:mup had te,ral "';,1a\'lIl­
l"S" to"_thc""""""poOCy:
Thejum.iccsdidn·tS3Y~the 

HO'.l~ had, a tr,.;itimaw·claID!. bot 
tl!('Y saUl an indi:uu ~t had 
,	grounds to sue boxaU9C IndiaM i:t)vkI 
1m:a flC.tt under the reruusytm and 
t.lut other cl1aI1eogcrn wtre' ftun 
suburl.rul cu.mtits- that ""uuld !>.,~ 
their poIitio>! """"Wlu1ed, -"' 

The court aL"O did oot ~ the 
constitutional ITX.'rits.o( -tht' argu. 

. :men!, rdying i.n&cad on ~-~ 
of the fedcml statute irwclv«!. intiud­
ir.gch:mges made in 19'76, O'COnnor 
w.I,S jJincd by 0Ucf JI.I.'!I1i<E William 
I-L Rclvtquist·and JU!Itit':fs _Antooin 
_ Anlhony M: Kcruidy ruu! 
CI..m:ocr! Thom.t'l.. .'. 

Diso.'nting justice>-John' 1'>.. 
s.c.._ tmid It Souti<,Ru1h.!lad· 
er GitlSburg and Stephen c.: nrey­
{'f"~ Out· tim' tm aimlfj . 

.mcnt.s ~ authorizOO the u.....: 
of IOl1lIllli>g for the _ o! """,. 
minil]g how many H~ seats each 
state-shooJd~" MJchacl CaMn, 
Ute Lt~twoo repn..."<.t.1'!ted the: indio 
lIiduaJ ch.a!IetlJtt'rS. saW the ~ 
ra.'lI'S ofJ)cjl<lrlmcnJ 0/O:ttttmtru I'. 
U.s. 11_ of R~iv<s ruu! 
ainu#! v, Glavin. "wUl preYrol (he 
C.cosu.\ burro!.! from Creating stati'lti· 
l:':l! poopte~ ;and prt'V('nt the di!lt.ibo· 
tion oJ '"a lot more rooney and 
political flOWM' b1 urbJn areas than 
.....ould h:wt m'Wted ftml II trodition­
aJ head rounl~ 



Source: Washingtoll Post, January 26, 1999, p. A5. 

Rtiling 
Tangles. 

Scenarios
. . 

For Census 
..' 

· By B....n...M VOIlr,JO/\ 
1f',nhi¥1'I'\ f'>./,( $t"!fl1:riirr. 

.Rather th:ul rcrohing li bitl£f' 
partis:utrlebl1.e, tile SuprerneCoott's' 

_ ru1ing ycs(tfday Of\ lhc (C\lera! gov~ 


CI1l1JlCfIt's 200.} mt.'IUS !'Ibll llcl in 

rmtion (I ~ new ~ of 


· how the- nt'Xt n.1J.ioo,;d head roun{ will 


Wilhin hourn 'of the routt's deci· 
sion: 0Ini00 administrnl.ioo omci:lls 

tkMl(({ In ~ in lhe~iMillll 

cvkl('fI("C du.! !hey It'!.w jV'm1lMi;m 


, to. ure. a. coolrovcrsial rounting sys­

Im'I for ~ flI.lI"POM'Il C\1'11 if they 


· are b-;u-m! ttool using it !o dWn'bllte 


'"""""""" 

~!leJl$~lhcRtatcs. 

Two Counting Methods' 


• The Census. Bureau $l;!ndS 
Q~stiomhlires to every 
!wu'schold identified In the 

. United St<lt~. 

• Int(>t'Vi(>wC(s kno.:S: 01'1 the 
doors of hou"eiUllds that 
navcn'trcspondoo to tM 
Q~s.tlonnn$ir(! or ask. 
I"It!lghbors [0 descrit;c the' 

• 	'ramify charn<;~erhtiC$ of 
tho~ who C¢U\dn't 00 
iOC<lted•. 

_'1'1 th~ 1990ceMus, the 
bllr~au mi$sOOlO millton ttl 
15 millioo AfrIe'licans and 
dooble·counted (If otherwi!>C 
cued with 6 million to 9 
million p<!Oplc-, f()f :lioti'll 
undercounl of 4 rnlllh;wf, 
"cronjln9 to the General 
AccountinQ Offlce. 

1'hc arCml.' drtaCs c( how the .lncltalk.'I1l.>ingthc~pb.n. 
l.'t'n.<;usistakmh.wecigniliCJ.r'\tJX>ii~ 1m- remarkable irony in that thi! 
t-aI: oon.~ b«a~ the Il:l.ft\e u..~ of tJiese a~:ustOO numbers. wr, 
pling ~lOd is Iiltrly !D aad mioori· ~ oouId u11.im.1tdy carry a . 
ticS a.nd poor pt'Of)t¢. RI'OIli\'I iliat' mJthheftiet[Kllilical~than~ 
traditionally .!iUJIPOf1 OmI6m\ts, In use of sampling lOr awortit:lormrt. 
the ~ jXlfIU1atMin rWm.1tes. • R~ experts l'Stirn:lk th.1{ 

An ~tioo oITteW said til{' ju.<;t thn~ or IOOr r.calq, WI1U1d be. 
Q<nsus Burc:ru will \ikNy ~ l.l !I.~iftcd amongsbtes if~wt"I'C 
design t.hl.lt rclies 00 two set.\ at IN'd to tlhidc ~ se:&!s 
n~ ere produced by the Indi· .arron.g tht states. But-the II$C oj 
tiornt! questiontUire:md cioot'tCHioor ad"U<;:!C'd rlgUmI to red.r.lw rongrcs­
t'OUIIl.u.o;edtodividc:the415ll~ sionaI districts ",,"itltin sUit'$ rouId 
~ among Ihestale>..aM l.l ~nd a.fkctm;my mo~~ . 
9:'t .~l'd. to ~{' (or fll CA!ifomb. 1(1( ~~. 
those roortc ~\t tn have h:.''11 mnumlx>n woukl likely add ti'ns 0{ 
mis.<.I.'d by the- heM coom. l.hous:u-m d propJe, roostly to urhln 
1~ adjus(td nu~ ~ a.rt'aS where Iow~~ lind rnifloO. 

thc1l be U!cl to ~rilll,lIe billion.'> of Iy tami1ics re?ide wOO lU'e olteu 
doIlarsinfooer,lHUnds'Md ton:di:tw missro In the traditional· cmsLI.'l. 

political ~within r-acll !>tate These b.rger numben; would mean 
for ~ Slatc k¢slati~'C Uul suoorlxln districts. which l!.l't' 
and Ioatl ~ di:ltnd.s. . 'mo1l:' l.i}(cly to elect Rcp.mIlmn.... 

lklt ~ clidtm ~ woold be rrorawn ~ cltm­
00'> ()jfflfIbintll from RqJuhlil'rtOS on info the urban 1Xflkr: !hat rould 
Capitol Hill. tfuv.l.ing into ~ ~ lhe R€1l\.1blkarl strmgth in 
the &Ie 0( next ~'11 (X'>\.'4I:{ and th:~~ illstrld", 
Ql't<;e mort' pu.'\hin,l{ UI(' ~,(tm 1"''' a.vI<; ~wiKXlC fum POOdlta 
tails or statLWcW. ~ !D, tiM.' C'OflIlucts tt~ reseatrlt. 
fonfnxtt 01 natioo.:tl ~!llicil tlcill1{'. - ITlflIIlIy for Rt,'-Ib1kan.<I, estiJmtrd. 

-Ulis is. diro..<:Iroo.~ illta,~ Hoo.<;e th.1t five to six Caillornia Hotltle fIe!ll.,> 
Cen,'\t.L($I.IlrnimniU('(: QIO"LlfilL'UI Dart • ('ould s1Lif1 from Repubi1rnIlS to fkm­
M.iJ.leor (R·rh) s;lid IJf_lhc IWt.Hltim- 'Xl".Ita if OK.' state ~utc u.~-n 
hM- pT'O(XXtll. "II's a oon<lartf'f a..<; far 3~ nwnbr:rs. 
a.'1fmronccmed." The same nl.ll'!lbcrs would'haw 

"1f lhooe ~ nurnl..". l.lt'C ~ i:mr«t when 1.I.."<d to redrnw 
tJScl for redistricting. the admini~·' state kglsbtive ~ perhaps 
tioo. i\ gping to find it...ctr In rowt ~politi.:alo.:JnbddSOO\t'!>tale 
~n.. vtJW('(j MlI~1win.. (If''!'$- ~umtbetw«n polI'ties. 
,iOO;tdthe-&:lu1he.:L~rm iAoglllfoun- ~ rurh.J crn.'IUlI plan ooWd 
dation. • ~live org:uUr.ltioo mu~\('f suwort &om • R~ 
t.hl.lt jo~ HOU"lt' Rrpublirnn irlltlm It'd ~ 1't"mlin.'I an open ~ 

""SUS_.. 

• The Census Bur<t8u w<luld . 

$(!nd out qu(!slion~ to all 

ho~holds on its m3IU~ list, 


. as it h3$ mine tl<lst...ad would 

send mlerviewen; into every 


< ceMUS trael to find tho~ wtl!)".. 


didrft (<!Spond by mall. ' 

_ T~ gOvernment would 

e)(trapolato!. based tin the' 

house~slthadtoundln 
each cO!nSU$ tract; the, 

demOgraphic ch;u-aeterlstl.:s 

'ot,hose hou$(lhofds It rouIdn't 

iocam. 
_ TN! bur1!'au W{luld conduct 
a SUTVf!yof 750,000 

'hotnclloklS, 'a fcprOS<lntlltivc .' , 
subset of the entire 
populaHO(I, and usc tnoS(! . 
results to check th1!' acclffi'lcy 
of the iniUal nead count' 

, lion, allhougb veto ~IsUu-ri Pi~.. 

idcnt 'Cllntoo ovrr past a:nsus di.o;. 

~l'\C'I\IsJ\.'IVI..' fom:d ~ 

to ~ and nude this one of 

the InOf.t Olntttrttow. issues iii Waslr 

i.ngtoo In t'l'CCnl yearn.. • 

~ \',1'Jt t'qIQIIy 4eter·' 


mir.!'d 001. to drop Ihcir Airrort for 

$Utistical ~ whk:h uses, a 

sum:y 10 projed ~ and 

numl:Jers (or mi.. howebaIds.' 

-We're not going 1i):Ir!t the- m.a,iority 

(in Congress}. pteVmt i1'Iost people 

from bcing <n!Ilkd.. t><Ud Rq::t. <::a,ro. 

." II. """'" (N.Y.). ran!dllg Om> 

0I.."rnt 00 the a'1lSI.I3i IlI.l.bCJ:mtnittle•• 


""""""'" ~WillWn lJa. 


!.he adm!ni!tratktn woold ptlJ"lUe a 

"'twCKlurnJ"e(' <mm'l,. hilt til offiI":W' 

wOO asked to remain W'1fWIlCd $3.id 

tNt w:L'l the- plan u:nli:::!is it was 
(ll'Q'o'OO til be wtk2sI'bIe, wbicll hi:! 
"".i<l<",hmlik'~, " '. 


lhI<y and """"' ~ ., "" . 


.,.---,,"""'" 
rourt's majo:rily ,npinlon, which !aid 
~inRw.lJ'j ~ror~., 
oihcr lhan .AppOrtionment "if ka.'li. 

We." And, offidats said. the reo:1\t 

rensus dress rd\eart;,tI provro t.lu.t.. 

wilhoot sampling, the «11SI.1.'1 would 

~'" millioo.~ (if 1uncrlr:m.'I. 


AUmini:ru'ation oIrldaht lilitl thl'Y 

would probably pt"I)I1PSC: a new plan 

~ tOO method usro in !.he 


. 1900 «'USUS. whc1:; the ~ 
U!iCd both Ii head oount and a ~ 
tiM t!Stim.ate.. But only the M:ld 
('(11m! WoL' Il'lOO lorotrlCbl ~ 

SIal/writ"Julin Eifptrill ,confn'lrultd Ie lhis rtf!cn. , 
.01999: Thc, WashinglOn Post Company. Reproduced by tlie Library of Congress, Congressional Research Service, with Ihe 
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OFFICE Of MANAGEMENT AND 
BUDGET 

Final Report and Recommendations 
From the Metropolitan Area Standards 
Review Committt!e to the Offlce of 
Management and Budget Concerning 
Changes to the Standards for Defining 
Metropolitan Areas 

AGENCY: ExeclJ!I",e Officn of tho 
Presid~n!, Office of Managemont and 
Budget {OMBI, OffiCll of Information 
and Regul.atory Affairs" 
ACllcm: Notice and request fnr commont. 

SUMMARY: OMH mqul',sts commont on 
the final rocommHndatinns l! has 
received from tho Mtltropoli,an Area 
Standards Review Commilll)ll fot 
changes to OMI3'll mtluopolitan area 
standards, Thtt COrnmiU()l,)'s 
recommendation::, wblc:h ar~ puhlished 
in their entirety in the appendix to Ihis 
Nolice, relloc: Iho CtlmprelHltlaivo 
review of the mmropoHlan nron conc.npt 
-lind Ihn current slandards that began in 
the early 1990s, Thu5u 
reeommO'ndatirm~ also reflecl 
cansidaraticm of (:ommflnts roefllll00 in 
response to Iha commtttoo's initial 
rm.:ommcndations as published in tho 
October 20, 1999 Federal Register (64 
FR 56628-50044), The commHtoo's final 
recommondatioOli includo both 
modifications and udditiom to tho 
initial rflf;Clmmcndatiom. 

Decisions 011 dtnngos t.o the 
metropolitan araa stllndnrds wnt not 
affect tho collm:tlon, tabulation, and 
publication of data from Census 2000 
lind othor currnnl Fedornl data 
CQl1octiOftS for goographit; l\rut\5 such at; 
states, counties. county $ubdilli6ions, 
a.(ld munlclpalilit,s.ln addition, the 
Census Bureau will tnbulalcnnd publlsh 
data from C.cnsU$ 2000 fnr aU 
metropnlltan erMS in exis!ence nt dIU 
time of the COOlin.;, 
OATES: To onliUOO cousidorn\i!)o duritiS 
the final duelsion making prm:o££, OMI! 
must tQCililiU all HriHor; tommc!\l~ uti 
Intor thar. Oet;,bcr G, ;zona, 
AOORt;SSES; Plcusn send commnt\;n 
IlbOlll the cornmilloil's: f:nal 
rocommoodll\lons 10; Kn!llori:m K 
Wallman, Chi"fSlnlisth:illn, Offit:e of 
informut((!1l !Il~d RogllllltOry AIt'its. 
Officn of Mllnagemo!>t nnd nudge!, 
Hoorn 10201 Now Exot:lltivc omen 
Building. 725 t'llh 5Iroo(, NW" 
Wnshinglon, DC :W503; fax: (Z02) :11)5­
7245. 

fJeelrunic AVQ iJobi/ity Gild AddreSSeS: 
This Fcdcral Rcsil'Jlcr Notico, and thn 
two previous Noticull roilltod to tho 
mvlew of tho rnetrnpoUlnn 1U'0lI 
stllndards, ,oro tlvllilob!u elut;trooicoUy 
from tha OMS Wl)h sito: <<http:// 

,wWw,whLtchoU5!l.govlOMIl/fedregi 
iodoX,hlmb·>. l;c:dnral RI!s:i~cr Notreos 
Illso IlfO OVllilll:lln o!i:clrotlicolly from tbo 
U,S. Gove~nrr"!'lI·.t Printing Offi!:e woh 
sHo: «hllp:ilwww.nt':Otss,gpo,gov! 
su_docr,f!l!:cs/llf;Cs140.h:ml». Maps 
portraying Ihn oxtOtlt ofl1reas fhat wOIILn 
bo defin[Jd ifthu rcc:ommondod 
standards vUt(O app!!lld to Hmo cen$US 
data, 11$ wcll as lists. of thus!) aroas, Ihf/ir 
compoMnts ••tnd princlpnl dties, a(O 
/lvaOabl" fllcctronica!ly fmlll the Consus 
liUtDilU'S web silo: «hllp:!f 
www.colllms.goll/population/www/ 
cstlmates!malifp.html». raporcopios 
ofthoSfl "dditio!'!tt! malt!ciaLs may be 
obtained hy CllHing (301) Jj57-2419. 
FOR FURTHER lNFORMAnON cotITA!:T: 
James D, Fitzsimmons, Chair. 
Motmpolitnn Area Standards Ravlc\<! 
Committeo, (JOt) 457-2419; or E.mail 
«popJrquoslion€lccmait!:eosus.gov». 

StIPPl.J!t.tEKTAAY INFORMATION: 

Ou\Un\! nfNnlli:f! 

1. Bac..gnnmu 
Z, Reviow Proros& 
:t Sl!lftn".Jlry urCommomt~ Rocoh'Gd in 

l(cspon.,~o Ie Ibn Ck:tobor 20. )9S9 
I'«IHDI RF.ghter ~'OtiC>J 

4. OvWViDW of "losl Rllcnmmcndlllions Frnm 
th& MllltQPolihlO Area Slaoduds Rcviow 
Com::mitlC't!" 

5. Spoci!ic Inuc!> for Commcr.t 
A.ppohdu-FiOtil RfIpar! nod 

RocommOtldBtion5 From the 
Metropolitan Arll3 Standard$ Review 
Cn:mmitlDo 10 the Office of Mllnagcmllnl 
lind Budgot Conccrning Chanllo~ to tho 
SlandllTus for Dofjninll Motropolitan 
MM. 

A. Discussion of Finnl Recommon<latlons 
U. Compnritoo of 1119::1 Metropolitan Ama 

SI4ndlitd, With the Rocommooeod 2000 
Millrop()!itan .an-d Mi-croj)Q,i\afl Area 
SLwdards 

C, ReGvmmouded Sland;mis fat Donnlog 
M..rtropolltan Dnd Mlr.rapol!tan Areas 

D, K<!),Tctms 

1, Background 
Thn mt:ttopoLilllfl amil progrllr.! hQ,\ 

provldod stand;nd stll!lstiGal ama 
oufj(!i1itHiS for 50 yoaTs. In lim 1()40$. II 
bilCUm!! dear Ihat tho valu!!!!f 
mOlropolilen dnta prodllCi1rl hy Federal 
ngenclllli woulri 1m greatly rmhuncoo if 
agortcin... usad a stogie sot af geographic: 
dofhtilhms for tho Nation's largos! 
r:OnhltS of populatlon lIud activity. 
OMH's pr<:d0Ci1SS0L the UUfOOll of tho 
Hudgllt, led. Ihll 'l!forllo dlllllllo!, wlm: 
wum tiltH, co!lod "standu;d mntmpnliMIl 
aflllts" it, tim;~ fm thr.lr IJ~O in If}~i!) 
coasus tOpOt!~. Sineo IIH>Jl, comparab!" 
dala JlrQcluct~ for motropolitan armlS 
havo hmm Rvai!onlo. 

Tho SOHoral concoJlt of a lnr.tn>-poJ[hm 
nr(ta is thot of 0[1 oroa containing !I largo 
population nuclous and adjacent 
communitio5 thllt hllve a high dogtoo of 

integration wIlh Ihal nucious, Tha 
purposG of Iho mO!ropolHon 1l!'Ul.l 
slandards is \0 provtdo na!iml.Olly 
consistent d~fi!>ilions fot collocting, 
l6bullltit,g, aod puhlishillC Fodornl 
statislir.s for a Hoi of strOgraphlc arc;1~, 
OMU osiablishos und maintains thcsn 
oreaR so!o!y for ~tnHslk;a! purposes. [n 
nwj(lwiltg utld TOllisinglhe areas, OMU 
doo$ nol taka into accounl or nUllmpl to 
anticipllto IlIIV public or privato $oe!Or 
nonslatistica[ usos that may bo mnde of 
the dofinilions, Thoso (arMS am not 
dosiSMd \0 m)rllQ tiS {\ sonoral purposo 
geographic framowork nppllC!\blo for 
nonslatistlcnl activitios or for use in 
progmm funding formulas, 

OMIl diliculiliod Ill(! flvolution 1Jftho 
lilandan!:;; for defining metropolitan 
llfCllll in dctal! in lili Decambor 21, 19M 
fcderlll Register Natial, "Alternative 
Approachuslo Dafining Melropolitan 
and Nonmotropolltan Aroos" 163 FR 
10526-7(561),TaliIo 1 of thai Noticu 
smnmari'lOO thc ovnluiion of 
motropolitan area srnndards since 1lJ50. 
Tim NO!ica includns tho Manaurd:; thaI 
W(jrtl nood to define metropolitan .. reas 
durlllg lhe Hmos:. 

OMU publJs:hed tho commitlno's 
report un tts rovlow and lnilial 
r;)oommondat\onll to OMU aa part of tho 
OClObor 20, tllil9 I'oocral Register 
NoHru ontiILr;d, "Rooommondations 
From tho Motropolltan Area Standards 
Ravi!lw CW:nmillfiO to tho Office of 
Msnagmtlflnt nnd Budgot Concerning 
Changos 10 the Stundnrrb for Dufining 
MotropotiulU ArMS' (64 FR 56628­
56044), [n thai NOlieo, tho comml:tno 
rocommotldod tho croation of a "Coro 
Uaood Stutistlcal Atoll." (CBSA) 
r;lasllifir.aliol\. 1'h111 Notko also indudod 
four mops, os w<lll as a tabl(l that 
cmnpufoo tho l!IDO metropolitan !lroll 
standards with tbe committee's initial 
tecOInmondatiofis for rovLsod standards. 

2. R{!lIiew Procoss 
From tha bugimting. OMIJ has 

tovicwoo tho mOlmJlo!itnn ar{!n 
st!lndnnls and, ifwnrrnlliod, rovlsoci 
ihom in. tim ytilltS i",hH'Xlding thoir 
application to new decennia! connu!; 
dnto" Porlodic rOlliow of Iho s\unonrds is 
nunlsllafy ttt flll"lJrtl thci! (;Clltimlllu 
Il!llifuhw..~ o:ld m!evaoCc. Tho Cllnonl 
tf)viow of thc ml)lropolitl<n nron 
s!nmlardw-Ilw Motmpolilan Area 
Slnmiards Rnviow Projuct-is the nfll! 
sur-it nwinw. II lIOdffl~~oS, ..s a firsl 
priurily, usn1S' ro:n;nrn~ with dw 
concnplual and opornuonal comj11nx1ly 
of !1m shmdurds us thay hll1l0 QVOIVlld 

OIJOt Iho doclldes, Othor key cenCllrllS <If 
!hll roviow havu boon wholher uno how: 

• To modifi tho sl/l;ado.rds. furthfJI 10 
sluy abr0ll5t 0 chongQs in population 
dis!ributiOl) nnd Ilotivity pnttorns; 

Reproduced by the Libr.1l)· ofCongress. CongressiQnal Rcscnrch Sctvicc. 
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• To uso advances in cmuputor 
applicatiol1s 10 colL~idor now 
approaches 10 donning aroas; and 

~ To captufo a mol''' comp\oto r:mgo 
of U.S. 5ot!!omon: and activity PQuarnn 
than tho 1990 standards. 

Tho comrnilloo hall addrossoo a 
numbor of spocific, major issuos: 

• Whothor tho ("odora! Govornmont 
should defino motropolitan and 
nonmotfopolitnn statistical aroas; 

• Whatgaographic units-"building 
blocks'·-should ho usod in dofining tho 
statistical ar03S; 

• What critoria should bl) ulad to 
,group together such huilding blocks in 
dofinlng tho statistkal amos; 

• Whethor fhl'! 5101is1(cn1 aretls should 
accQunl rur ull \OfTitMY of tho Nflti<)n; 

• Whethot thoro should be 
hiafw:hio5 or multip'e $Ins ohtalisliCtiI 
aro3s In 11m do£sification; 

• What kinds of ontitles should 
rowivo uffit:ial mcosn,tion in Ihe 
dassification; , 

• WhQlher ~he classHication shoulu 
refloct sjati$tlc;al rulos only Of allow a 
role for local opinion; and 

• How frequently 5!aUstical an"ts 
should be updoled. 

The review has includod severnl 
CeRSus Bureau f!lsoor<:h projocts, open 
conferonces hetd in Novcmbof H)n!l and 
January 19119. a congressional hcarillg in 
July 1997, prosentalions 111 professionlll 
and academic conferoncos, and 
moo\ing$ with Fodore). stahl, end !octal 
officials. Tho l1ecembot t 990 I1nd 
October lU99 Federal Register Notices 
discusslheso activities 1n detail, 

In the fall of 1998, OMll chartcrod the 
Me!ropolitan Aroa Standtlrcia Review 
Commlttco and chargcd it with 
examining th{l 1990 mo!ropoltlan uroa 
standards in light of ""'Otk cmnp!olod 
cMlier in tho uncado and providing 
recnmmondatlnns fer possible changes 
lQ thoso sland'lfus. Agunci",s 
representoo 00 Ibo committeD includo 
tho Buroau uf Ihn Corums tChalr), 
lJuroou of Economic Analysis, l.lurmm of 
l.abor Statistics, Bureau of . 
Tfltllsporl"'tinn Sllllislics. !::.::ortomio 
Rll'Search SCfvicn tAgrituhuro). National 
Center for I-lealth S!alislics. and. ex 
offiCiO, OMit Tho CO(\SUS Uureau 
prrwitos l'O!Jcatcli support to :1'.a 
eOlnm~ttoc. 
Thi~ i$ tho third Noli<:n th;tl sl1eb 

pllhllo r:Offirnollt Tbo Dllcllmhllt 1 !ltm 
Fedoral Reg/stllr Nolico pro~Olihld fOllr 
lIilnfrmtivllllpprollchos 10 dnfining 
mnlropolitlln lind uoomntropolitan 
nruas. Tho Or:1chof HJ~HI Fednrlll 
Rcsis!cr Notice pro~ol\lod thn 
commiHlm's ininal rllcomm(1urilltions 10 
OMD. OMI! sought and rncoivod 
cnmm,mts on tho issuos, appro.jclm.~, 
flud fUcommllndaliorls olltlineu in Ilm$\l 

Notires,ln du\'Illoplng tho final 
tm:omrnundatinns lint forth in litis 
Nolic>}, the commillee ha:> conlin-ued iili 
work hased on !hn ootHer foscardllmd 
has considoroo aU of tho commonls 
rocoivod in rospon~11 IG prQ\"(ous 
Notices, all wnll ilS commen15 rocoi'lod 
Ilt [lumomus: mootings wbore tbo 
proposals undor considerlltion wore 
discussod. 

Ongoing r0511luch prolflCts will 
improvo Out undtlrSlanding of tho 
Nation's pattorns of soU\omont nnd 
tlctivity and tho ways in which tho 
patterns can be portrnyod. Rosoarch will 
continue inlo IlSpocts of all of the 
ultemativo IIpproaches prason16d in tho 
DocllmooJ 1998 :-!oti<;c. For {Ix-ample, 
CtloSUl\ l1urtJau stoff are investigating thQ 
fMSlbilily of developiog a consus tract 
lovel classification 10 iuon1ify soUlomont 
and hmd uSo categories along nn urban­
rutal continuum. Tbo Censns linrean 
has a project 10 cooduct additional 
research on the comparativo density 
approach outlined in the December 
19i18 NOlico. I111lso is <XInlinulng 
~earch on polen~ial UlWS of uimdienal 
commnting stalistics nnd commodity 
flow dnla in dofining stalislicalllreas. 
Tho Economic Resoorch Sarvicll, in 
conjunclion wilh 1M Offico o(Ruml 
IJ(!.tIlth Policy in lhe Doparimont of 
Ilenlth and Burnan Services and 1110 
Univorsity ofWnshiog!on, has 
dovolopad a nalianwLdo C<lnSllS lroct 
loyd rur1lj·urbon commuting ama 
c!nssfficalioo. This c!as§ificatioo is 
availablo from the ~conomic Rosonrch 
Service web .'lito: bup:/I 
www.crs.usdn.gov:80/hriofios/rural/ 
rm:nlrur.c.hlm. In addition, tho C{lnS\l,~ 
BurMu is lnvestigaling lho f(lIIliibility of 
dofining statistical arMS Ihal would 
beHru- describe tbo functional 
ro!1l!lDn~hip5 botwrmn geographic arons 
wllhin the largo, don~)ly IiQulod nrhan 
areas. Tbflse roillUlch cffnrts may load 10 
pilot projocls oflho Cunsus !lureaa or 
nlhor ugencies. 

:1. Summary efCcmmenlll Roccivcd in 
RClipomm to the Oclober- 20, 1!l!l9 
y'ooerai Res!Ii!"t Nolice 

Tho Octohnr 20, 1 mm Federal 
Regisler !'JCltlca hlfJUCsiod comment on 
Ihll trlmmlUoo's (nil;a! 
rocommondatiojls 100MB coocnmins 
rovii:ions lulho stlllHlards f:u dunning 
m:ttroj:aH:an arons. CN:.H rmXlivnd a 
tOlal of(i73 r.OlJlmont~, includiHg 60ll)e 
thaI arrivd. an or Ihn ])~1CHmlH1t 30, tiHliJ, 
dfk"ldlino. 

OMfl rucuivnilUi7 c(ltn.metll1nlhlf,<. 
a!~d 34 E·mllil mos~lIgo.~ on 4 variu\y of 
issuos from illriivjrilllll.~ (72), 
municipalitios (:m), nongovorfHTumtni 
or8I1nizlltion.~ (3(l), slain govarnmonlnl 
agendas lHIL rngfolllli gO'lutomentn! 

and planning organizaliona (14), Fedoral 
agenclM (10), and Mnmhms of Clmgmss 
(10).ln addmon. it ro<:ni'llld 404 11lt!6n1 
lind ns E-nwil mOilittlSos from 
ioui'ltduul$ ond otganizallotlS regarding 
Ihe situation lif Schuylkill County, 
!!nnnsylvnnin. 

Eight commcn-lOB addrossed the 
commiuoe's rccommcndali(JfL~ ubou\ lr.c 
qunliflcatien rNluiremcnts for afuas nnd 
centml countieS. Throe comrnf1ntIJrs 
I'I~prnrted tho comlfliHotfs 
tocommondation that lucas $hould 
qUlIllfy for CIlSA $\ntus if II cora of 
sufficien1 slzo-a Census Ilureau 
doftnod urban clustor of nl loast 10,000 
population or an uroonized nrea of at 
loast 50,000 population-was prcscnl. 
(In this Notice, the lorm "urlmll duster" 
roplaces lbe 101m "stlUlernont elus"!!lr" 
thai was Ilsod io lbo Ck:tobor HeWS 
1.'('dtrtAI Rcg:islcr Notitxl.j1'wo 
ccmmentol'S oxprCS$Od concorn thai 
SOlnO current motropolitan nrell$that 
Iluulify basud on the ptcsonCtl of a city 
of al leMI 50,000 papulation might not 
qualify IlS a macropolilan amu undar the 
recommonded sumutmis If an urbanized 
araa Is nO! prosenL They suggested 
including critena in the now standards 
Ihal wOllld oilhet (lj allow an area that 
conlnins a clly ofso,ooo or moro 
populetion. btll nol nn udxln{wd aroo, 
II) I"junlify as II mnCfopolilnn nre.; Of (z) 
"grnl)dfnthnr" current mmropotilan 
*Iat!s!ico! nrwlII. Three cornrncntcffi 
qucs.lionQd tho way in which the 
rocommMdod stanullrd:> would U$n 
urban clutters and urbaulzod aroas as 
cotes to qualify cenlral countios, in 
particular whon a coro crossos county 
Iinns, hut lho portion of tho core in one 
counly is nol sufficient 10 qualify that 
r:ounl y n~ cnntrnJ. 

Mew)' commonts addressod wholhof 
txltll population (jr to\1l1 aloa population 
sbollid bi) uS.id 10 dt'llormlno tho lavello 
whicb ooch eliSA Is !lSsignod. Two 
oommonters supported using total 
populatien of tho CUSA to dotermine 
Iho levol; Dile poin!od out that by using 
core pepulation 10 assign lovols, il 
would 1m pns$ihlo 10 hnvo n 
mktcpoHlrttI atoo with a greater loial 
Cll'iA pt}pulalioll than ihn toln} 
pOlllllnttao of a macropolilao ar04. Two 
rOmlitcrtlor$ susgMlod that thn lovol to 
wbidl n CUBA is Msignori should he 
hasnn til) tho poplllntion of lito '"rges! 
r;nro in thn nroa rallter Ihnn on thn tolol 
p0jtlllatin:1 ill all corns, Mora thtln 470 
comman!o:-;; sll£g!ls!od Ihat a counly 
WillI nlolal pt.<pulalim, of a! loasl 
toO,ouo should qunl!fy as a 
macro(lOlihm nron solely on ilIat OOSifi, 
e'loo thOllgh it~ r.oro populnliao is l!lii~ 
limn 50.0nO; all bUl 0110 ofthosn 
notnnton\,)rn WMO spncifir.lIJ1y 

www.crs.usdn.gov:80/hriofios/rural
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oonOJrnod wltlJ Schuylkill Count}', 
Penosylvania. 

OMB rocoivud 29 commonts abnut 
tmminalogy lUlU the number of Immls in 
Iha proposed CHSA standards. Six 
oommcnlors arguoo that the core 
populalion sizo tllllge roc:nmmood"o for 
tho macmpoUlan aroa lovel was 100 
broad and suggesled thallha siandatds 
should il1dutlu five levals of arons 
instaad ofthorocornmended fout. Six 
commonlal'S favored uso of!lw limns 
"motropoHtan" and "nonmolropolitan." 
One commootnf favored using 
"mnlropolitan" and "nonmetropolitall," 
hut also supportod recognizing 
micmpolilan aroos as a 5uilsn! of 
nonmotropolitnn amas. Two additional 
communlars supported using tho tf}£m 
"Irultmpolitan." but ana of them 
suggosled not using tho lann 
anonrnotropoJ[tan." Anothor c.ommenlor 
supported a mdwpoHtanl 
nonmetropolitnn h.mlkdown, hut 
suggested cla~sifying metropolitan nreus 
into small, mldsiza, and Jargtt categorio~ 
with coro populllAion lhresholds ot 
.'i0,000, 25G,f)OH, nnd 1,nnO,QOO, 
respectiveLy. Two oommcntaffl arguod 
Ihnt if tho CBSA standards woru to 
include severnl Leve1:t, tbe$alovels 
should bo donotoo wilh a numbering or 
lot loring systom inslOlld of JJ5ing speciflf: 
lorms. Sarno of!huse (OIDIllOuims ..nd 
othnTS opposod tho use of the terms 
"mogapolilnn," "mac:rapo!ltan." nnd 
"micrnpolitan" bocauso thoy found 
thom confusing, Othor commomors 
sliggostlld "community staUsHcnl area" 
to reploco "core hnscd stalls-lieal ureu," 
and "nanopolilan"' to rcpluc(I "oulsido 
coro based slnlislir:nl aroa." Thrill'! 
commanlan suggestod thai all Itltritory 
in tbo Unitod Stat!:s should ho cJassH10d 
in Iho now syslom, und nfJ aroa should 
bo dassifiod as a "non_" Ot "outside" 
llrell. 

Forly·two commontofS romarked on 
Iho committao'~ rocornmononlion to tl.'Hl 

counties as tim building block (or 
CBSAs. Savontoon common tOTS 
supported the usc Df rDunlies. and 25 
f.worod consus tracls or soma other 
snhr;ounty unit. Duo commonlm 
~IIC8eslod Ihal ir (x'untios IIro usod as 
building blocks. subcoumy commuting 
data shoulfi btl provided 10 data uscrs. 
Ninetoon oommentofs rilvoroo thll usa of 
millor civil divisjol)s as 111lildlng blocb; 
1 II of tMse c.ommll[llors SlHlclHcully 
favored tho liSO of minor civil divisiQn~ 
as tho building hlod: [Of a primary SfJI 
{Jf omilS in New England. 

EigntDt'll1 oomm.mlf:ts responded 
nhout Ih" usa of cJ)mmutillg dllla in tbe 
standards fOf <;.uaHfying outlying 
COUOlillS 9S woll as mcrglll'S and 
combioations nf adiacent CUSAs. Six 
commanlen supported 0 2fi pcreanl 

r.ommutlng thrushuld for outlying 
county f]udifi.::ation ft~ Ihn r.ommillclO 
rocommendlld; two suggo!ilod a 20 
percent lhroshold. OM commontor 
"loesliouod the rationale behind faising 
the O1mmu1ing thro,dmld to 2$ porcent 
from !~IQ 15 pfltrnnt thrDshold OWl has 
boon in the stnndards since they Will'1l 

dovelopcd, nrguing that raising tho 
threshold to 25 porcent will omit many 
counticslhat roalisticolly arc within tho 
t;f,lro'& I-'lllor r:1arkol. Two f;t1mmontorll 
nxprc»oo i}Qnom! $uP(lflrt fot tho 
commitloD'lf fm::ommondnliolUl. S1)vun 
commonhln, howcvor, cxprcssed 
r.ooccrnll !hal commuting data alone 
r..1nnol moasuro aU kind,. f,lf liodal and 
m':ollomir; intemclions holwecn MOOS. 
One of thflSe commDnlett; suggc.slcd 
uliing populatiun dnnsUy data as an 
additional measure, OM commanlar 
n~ocllhal i(l\Ht1Qy~lu·wfifk o:na nkmn 
aro not sufficient to dehirmine wilntl)llr 
sufficient tics exist to wurnml m6rglng 
Ot combining two adjacent eDSA", 

Two commentcrs $uppotled th6 
l.XimmiUuo's recummollilntlons on 
mergers and Ihroo supported ils 
rucommnncalions on comhinailons. 
Two commfmturs suggulitlXl that lotAI 
opinion should playa larger role in 
determining wlwthOlr two adjacent aroas 
fihnnld a;ofgOl or cumilhw. 

SCllnnly.one comman!en respondod 
aboul the rocommondlld criteria fnr 
titling CllSA:;, 51,dy.ronr ofthr,so 71 
commor.lors romatknd specll'lcally 00 
tho impact that t1'.050 crituria would 
hevll (In tilo lltlcs (If eurra!!1 
matropulilnn areas in North Carolina, 
Sovon rommenlnrs rosponded regarding 
tho polontial lilh, nflhe liurronl Norfolk· 
Virginia BrnlcbA\uwport Now" VA~NC 
MClropo~ilan Slatistka.! Arod. 

Forty_twa commoutors tOlspoodoo 
abolll tho lack of recommended critcria 
for subdlvtding the largust CBSAs It} 
form smu!!otcompooont goouplflgs of 
co;mlios. All bUI onOl!!f thesa 
commonlflrs fnvorod dovolopmont of 
crilaria for liubdividingnroas. TW01lty. 
six of thesa commonlors were concunlnd 
wHh Now IllfWY or Long l$lilOd: tho[r 
fnmarks pmlninod spl1f:iflcaliy 10 Iltn 
pnrGC1ivl'ld nor,d fon!TInllot srcup1ngs of 
cauntillS within tho Now York aad 
Philadelphia mllgapo!itan Iln-AS to 
providn groalllr datal! Cordata us!lts. 
Ono commentor did U()I favor 
~ubdividing tho Nllw York mflgapfllltan 
uroa. Slxttltln r.ommnnltlts whn favored 
subdividing CIlSAs focused on 
Massachusotts; thnir tomarks pnrtainod 
primnrily 10 the nond for ~ubdivisirms or 
tim iloston utlllL 

l'wr,nly-lhooo commtlnlers taisod 
qucstions about the potnntial impact of 
Ihtl rocommendnd slandutds on various 
nooslalisticfll progtams, particularly 

thoso involving fundins. Soma 
commr,nlOfS suggostod Ihal llmro sl>ou:d 
bo a sludy to provldo lnforma!!on aboul 
tho curtont nonstalistieal pt08rurnmtltie 
uses ofmctropolitnn ll1eas and tho 
pot()(l\iu! effoct of rww standards on 
0)(i111n£ programs. 

FiYI) rrummnnlors uxpTllssnd Go!)coms 
floout tho eompumbUily of datu 
providod undor tho 1990 stllndnrds lind 
tho projlOSfld standards. Thoy suggoslod 
Ihat stalisticol arol1~ should 1m dofined 
for n portod nftor lhe 2000 COJ\GUS using 
hoth Iho old and tho now standards. 
Two commontnr5l remarked on Iho 
confusion batwoon ihe urban/rural and 
motJopol i1rut!nonm flIropolitan 
rJils~inr;ations. !lolh of thO~l) 
f:omn:ol\tors sugS;:I),tod Olat a sioglo 
classlfiClition tho! t!f\l1mblguQusly 
idontifies metropolitan, 
nonmolropo!ilall, llman, and rutel 
witholt! any ovndapping ofdHl~(; 
COnCoJlh should hll dovolop{ld hy OMU, 
Similarly, OM oomm>ll1ter slatod thaI 
tho class!f1caHon shoo!d indudu 
specific critetia for Jdo:1lifyinB ruml 
ammeL 

Tila commilloo tool: a;1 of Ihest! 
commonls inlo accoun!, giving thorn 
c61{lfll! consid~ration. As outlined 
balow. it adopted Si':lme of those 
Sllggeslod changes nnd modifiod Its 
rocouunondiJ!iulls 10 OMl.l us a tosu!! of 
1M commouts, In UIilJmoor"f othor 
case;;., how(!Y(\f, tho crunmiHon 
concludod thai it collld uul adupt tho 
suggestions mado by oomm611tCH 
wi!houl undermining eIfor!:; 10 achiovi) 
a. caf\sislarl1, nUlional appronch. 
dMignad 10 ftnnnneu the value of 
mOlropalium dala produC\Jd hy Fadorol 
<tgQocias. 

4. Overview af1"lna.1 Recommandatians 
From Ina Mcttap<llita.n Atat! Standards 
Review Committee 

This fo·ooaral Rogilitar NOlk.o makall 
uvnilohlo for romlllont !1m commi!1uo's 
final racommondHtiHo£ to OMI) on how 
tho CuntHl( motropolitan aroo ~nda"h 
should lxl ravlsad. Tlwsc 
riltommoncii'ltlons Oro prcsonhui in Ihoi. 
nfl!irvly to Ibe "jl'lilll Report atid 
Rocaltilneodatiol1os I'(om the 
MotropnllJ:an Am1 Standards Ra\,low 
Commill6u to tho Offk,;:; of Manugamont 
and Iludgtl! Cnneorniog Chungos to tbo 
SlantilH<is far Ddluing MOlropolltan 
Awall," provldod in Ihe nppnndil' to Ilus 
Notielf. Soctioa C of Ihn apjWlldix 
prosonts fot pubLic commnnt Iho 
spocific standards: rooommondod by tim 
c.ommitton for adoption hy OMIt 

Tho commlttoo recommonds a 
elassifkaHon based on densely Mluled 
concanttations of populati.on called 
"corns," The cores fOl this clal>5lficali(}O 
would bo Census Bureau dofined 

http:populati.on
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um(miz...m a«J<1S or 50,000 or mom 
popu11l1i()(\ and smaller urban clustl;lI"/; of 
1fl,0ll!J to 49,999 population thai will ho 
idanlified using Consus 2000 duIa. 
Dailnlng a CBSA would require the 
pros,enco of at least one core of 10,000 
or more population. The rooommoodvd 
CIlSA dJl.sslfk.at!on has two categodes 
of IlHlall: (1) MClropolilao areas dofinad 
nrtlund at lonst ono nroonizoo eroe of 
56,nOO or more population; and (2) 
mlcropolitan aroos definod nmund ul 
lall$\ 0110 urb.:m dlls:or of jO,OOO 10 
4U,mm population. The 
recommendation to idantifv 
mtctopolilan nreas extends'tho 
cln.tltlification 10 smalter popuJlltlon 
contllfS that in earUm declldes would 
havo boon in a "J\onmotropulillln 
msiduilL" Tho tillo for the new 
clas!rific.1tion would be "Slandards for 
lliifining MBttopolilan and Mi<:rojXllitnn 
Atoll1<." 

Thoro (~comnUlJl[iillions im:hcu n 
chauga from tho commillM'S initial 
rooommendalion to idenlify 
"megapotHan areas," based an GOQ or 
moto cores with a lolal rom population 
of al laast one million, and. 
"macropolitnn nmas," based en one Of 

mow COtell with n total rom papulation 
of 56,000 10 009,9119. Tho committee 
racammends thai additjojUll tCSClatch ba 
undertuken 10 Slllrly the Illlalyl.ical 
utHity of various clltagorLlls ooslld o:t 
population sizB, aod more specifica;ly, 
to dutonnino millmingfulsizo lhrcs-hotds 
(Ot sur:h categories. In addition, thosn 
tocommandations indudo a chauga 
from tho commillou's initial 
reromrnondation 10 MSfl Cal()gorios of 
are.,.; on tho lotfll poplliullollin all COHlS 

within a CBSA. 
Th() committoo rncommond,~ !ncuso 

of counties snd oquivalent onHtios as 
tho building bloclc for cnsAs 
throughout tho United States, Puerto 
Rico. and bland Areas, including tho 
uS!) of courttios as building blocks for 
cnSA;;ltl New Englnnd. Tho commlllM 
also !ocommencis that minor civil 
divisions be usod as building blocks for 
a scI of statistical areas ooncoplually 
simil..r 10 CnSAs for lho New cngl\lnd 
stlllO$ only. " 

Tho Corlllnittl.)O rocpmmond} 
idunlifying principII! cilios Wi:ltll) 
CUSAs. [t also recommonds Ihnt 
component ontitios comptisin& Onl) or 
moru counties ho idnntifiml within 
CBSAll tb .. l I;;ontain a single COfl) wnh 
2.5 million or morc population. These 
componont ontities would be Icrm,nd 
"motropolitan divisions," (Thu 
<;OmntitHllfs recommondalions would 
a;>.lll1td {his prndice 10 ihi! Jninor civil 
division based aMas in Now Englund.) 
This h1UImmendatioo is an addition Ii) 
lhe initial recommendations, The 

Committae recommonds titling each 
motropolitan division using the namos 
'tlfl.tp to t11rM principal citios within tho 
Ule\ropoliwll division, in ordor of 
descending city populuthm sizo. If thoro 
0,10 m:t principal cities locatrni within a 
metropolitan division, Iho commilloo 
rocommond" lndudit.g i11 tho titlo lbl) 
nnmBS of up to thfto cOl.tntios in ordor 

" of descendm~ popu!aHo11 sizo. 
The commlUce rocommeods 

oombinir.g udjacMl CUSAs wh\ID thC1ir 
C1Q)pieyment lnhlwhange rale is allnasl 
15, Tho MOOS thaI oomhino also weuld 
rclain thair identitlos as separate 
metropolitan and micropqlitan arUllS, 

5. SpedGe lssurnl fOl"t,.(lmmcnt 

With this :-Jotin), OMIl roquests 
comment on all of tho final 
recommendations oflho MOtl'opo]jtiln 
Area Stundtltds ltevicw Commjttoo 
concerning revisions 10 tho ctment 
~!a()darcl~ fnt dofinh\g I~Hltropolitnll 
afOas. The statldards recommended 10 
OMD fot adoption appollr in Section C 
of tho appondix to this Notice, Section 
A efthc appendix p~vvidos .. discussion 
of tho mr.nmmer.uillions or.1r.t: vMious 
i&!lues considormi bv the r.ommiItNI" 
Socti<:m n of Ihn appondix presunts.a 
comparison of Ihe 1900 ffiot;opolltan 
nMa slsndotds with tho rncommendod 
MotropoliUln llnd MicropoJilan Area 
$tllt,dards, 

OMU flotM thaI thorn were sevcral 
iSSUes on ~'hit:h oommonl was tilccivcd, 
but on whk:h tho commi\\eo has net 
changed its. Initial recommondations, 
lncluding l!'to USB of popul3!ion in coros 
(in contrast to lotal aron populationJ as 
a mlmm of dolotlrtining n CDS.'\'li 
r;ategoty (tnatropolilan Of mtcropoli!anJ. 
llnd lhu mle only of tho name of tho 
lllrgtKt prinr:ip:11 city in oach of up to 
throe cnSAs that oornbine 10 tHIn 
Combinod Areas, 

OMH rrnrticll!arly seeks commont on 
those final rocommondatlons that dHfcf 
from Ihe r:nmmitteo's ltlilial 
rncommendatiom pU!llishod in the 
October 20, 1999 "<oocral Registor, 
Th6M) are thn focOmmendatioos uJmut 
tho: 

• Number ef catogorios of CflSAs ond 
tho torml; hy which Ihoy would 1m 
idetltifiad (SO<1' Seclioo A.1): 

.. Catogot("ntion of CUSAs on the 

hasis of poplJlati:H} i~ coms (Suclion 

A.ll; 


• Idtmtil1r.ll:ion of r.:ow Englond City 
and Town Anla)' {r.:EGrAs} 10 inclicnll) 
that NECT As nrc conccplU111ly similar II) 
CnSAs (Suction 1'..2); 

• Crtlorin for qualifying It. cenlml 

county [Soction A.3); 


• Identification ofmotropolitan 
dlvisionll within CaSAs wilh a com of 
2,S Million or maN population und 

NEC1'A divisions within KECTAs.lhat 
havo n coro of thal shm (Sectien A.7j; 
ond 

• Criteria for tilling Combinod Areas, 
which would now foquiHlthltt tho 
second- and thiM-Inrgost CBSi\s in II 
Combirwd Area u(j~h havo at lMst anI)· 
141rd tho population of tha largest nma 
fat thoit single largos\ prindplIl c;ilios to 
appear in lbe 1!lln (SocUon 1'..9). 

OMU would Ilppmcllltil filca!vlng 
viows nl}d comments on any aspocts v[ 
t4e rocnmmandod s~andllfds, 

John T. SPOltlll, 
Itdminif!tn.l(qr, Office nfIn[tJITfW/mn and 
Re&u/Illory .1.110113. 

Appendlx-Final Report and 
RecommcndlltioM From tht; 
Melropolilan Area Standards Re....iew 
Commiltec 10 the Office ofManagemcJlt 
and Budget Concerning Changes 10 the 
Stanci:mb fof" !Jenning Mn(ropontan 
Arells 

Tm/wmiUal Memoml'ldl1n1 

July 6. 2000. 

MHrtlOrnndum for Kilthurino K. 
W,,;lman, Chiof SltlHlltlcian, OlTico of 
Munagomcnt and Budget 

Prom: Metropolitan Anm Standards 
Rovicw Committae 

S{;bjlfCt'Trno~miHtll of fir:.al Roport 
"nd Rcromm!lndalions Concorning 
Changes to thn Standards for 
l)cfininll Meltopolltan Atws 

Wo aro ploasod 10 lraosmlllo you tha 
attachod roport pmscnling Ihis 
commiuoo's finat rocommendntions for 
modifying tho O!£ice of Martagomeot 
and lludgot's (OMU's) slandards for 
donning metropolitan atc;]s. Thoy 
r&prnnent our bos.1 tHchoical aml 
profrmsienn! advjr.n for how Ihe 
stnndnrds could beller account far and 
describe chang.oll in soldornQ1l! lind 
nctivlty pnttoms throughout tho United 
Stains. Puorto Rico, nnd thelslund 
Arons, yot still mool the data flJPorting 
nucd, and requimmellts of !,'odoral 
agoncias and the public. In dflVo\oping 
thoso final fOCommllndl'ltions, we have 
l'..Qnlinu()d our t(wiow of work 
collt!)luhui ov~r tho past s(weral yea.rs, 
und wu havll considored and disct1ssnd 
comments that wern received in 
response 10 our initial rOCllmmondali<ms 
pllhlishad in the Oc!oher 20. 10m) 
J<'CdOTlll Register. In addition 10 II 
discnssion of our final 
rm:;ommcndatiQns, we nrc providing n. 
comparison of tbe sinudards. we ptnposu 
with the 1090 motroralitao 11100 
standnrd",. Wu fllsnnn'l providing Iho 
spedfio f.;lilr.dams rocommondou by !.he 
commit(oo ilnd dnfinitions of kGY limns. 
usod in this report. 



Source: Bureau oflhe Census [Online], Available on the Internet: 
http://www.eensus.gov/ftp/publhheslpoverty/thresh95.html 

(Downloaded on April 25, 2000) 

Us~S of Population Questions 

Age and Date of Birth 

• 	 To distribute funds to the states for adult programs in postsecondary education opportunities 
(Department of Education) 

• 	 To distribute funds to the states for estab1ishment and expansion of community colleges 

(Department of Education) 


• 	 To distribute funds for basic, adult education programs (Department of Education) 
• 	 To distribute funds for transportation services for the elderly and persons with disabilities (Federal 

Highway Administration - Department ofTransportation) , 
• 	 For rqJoJ1ing status of persons with disabilities ofworking age (r-;ational Institute on Disability 

and Rehabilitation Research) 
• 	 For reporting the U.S. population's vital, socia1, and health statistics (National Center for Health 

Statistics - Department of Health and Human Services) 
• 	 To distribute funds for programs for elderly under the Older Americans Act of 1965, as amended 

(Department of Health and Human Services) 

Ancestry 

• 	 Assistance to minority businesses in low-income areas under the Minority Business Development 
Program (Minority Business Development Agency - Department ofCommerce) 

• 	 Research conducted on welfare dependency and income and employment characteristics to reduce 
dependency rates in Social Security Act programs (Social Security Administration - Department of 
Health and Human Services) 

• 	 Funds allocation to states for programs to access post secondary education opportunities for 
adults (Department of Education) 

• 	 Funds allocation for bilingual education programs under the Bilingual Education Act (Office of 
Bilingual Education and Minority Languages Affairs - Department of Education) 

• 	 CoHeetion ofviIai, social, and health statistics (National Center for Health Statistics - Department 
ofHeallh and Human ServiCes) 

Citizenship and Year ufEntry 

• 	 Compilation of naturalization statistics by the Attorney General (Department of Justice) 
• 	 Employment assessment ofrefugee population and compilation of secondary trtigration data on 

refugees under the Refugee Education Assistance Act of 1980, as amended (Office ofRefugee 
Resettlement - Department of Health and l'{uman Services) 

• 	 Publication of sociai. health, and economic statistics of Hispanic origin persons (Department of 
Agriculture. Department ofCommerce. Department ofHealth and Human Services, and 
Department afLaber) 

Disability 
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Census 2000 Uses of Population Questions 	 http://www.2000.catSUs.gov/iqalpqusc.html 

• 	 Determination of housing needs for elderly and persons with disabilities under the Housing and 
Urban Development Act of 1970 (Department of Housing and Urban Development) 

• 	 Allocation of funds for state vocational education programs for persons with disabilities 

(Department ofEducation) 


• 	 Allocation offunds for transportation selVices for elderly and for persons with disabilities (Federal 
Highway Administration--Department of Transportation) 

• 	 Allocation of funds for projects en.couraging car pools for elderly and persons with disabilities 
(Federal Highway Administration--Department of Transportation) 

• 	 Reports on status of persons with disabilities of working age (National Institute of on Disability 
and Rehabilitation Research) 

• 	 Evaluation of programs for persons with disabilities (National Council on the Disability) 
• 	 Annual report (President's Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities) 
• 	 Allocation of funds for employment programs for persons with disabilities (Department ofLabor) 
• 	 Allocation of funds for programs for elderly with special needs under the Older Americans Act of 

1965 (Department of Health and Human Services) 
• 	 Allocation of funds for mass transit systems for elderly and persons with disabilities (Urban Mass 

Transportation Administration--Department of Transportation) 

Education 

• 	 Identification of needs for adult education and funds allocation for programs under the Adult 
Education Act (Department of Education) 

• 	 Funds allocation for state vocational education programs under the Vocational Educational Act of 
1963 (Department of Education) 

• 	 Funds allocation for bilingual education programs under the Bilingual Education Act (Department 
of Education) 

• 	 Financial assistance for programs assuring educational equity for women under the Women's 
Educational Equity Act of 1978 (Department of Education) 

• 	 Identification of special needs of labor markets when formulating job training programs under the 
Job Training Partnership Act (Department of Labor) 

Employment Status (Work Status Last Week, Layoff or Temporary Absence From Work, 
Looking for Work During the Last 4 Weeks, Availability to Accept a Job) 

• 	 Information from these questions helps describe local and regional,economic conditions. This 
information can be used by governments to address'economic problems, by businesses to decide 
where to locate new facilities, and by persons to identify economic opportunities. 

• 	 These questions also serve to screen out persons for whom the industry, occupation, class of 
worker, and work experience questions do not apply. 

Grandparents· 

• These questions are used to estimate the number of grandparents providing assistance to their 
grandchildren and the duration of time grandparents are responsible for their grandchildren. 

Hispanic Origin 

• 	 Establishment and evaluation of guidelines for Federal affirmative action plans under the Federal 
Equal Opportunity Recruitment Program (Equal Employment Opportunity Commission) 

• 	 Compilation of data on home mortgage lending patterns of depository institutions by race, 
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geographic area, housing conditions, and income (Federal Financial Institutions Examination 
Council) 

• 	 Assistance to minority businesses in low-income areas under the Ivfinority Business Development 
Program (Minority Business Development Agency • Department ofCommerce) 

• 	 Publication ofsocial, health. and economic statistics ofHispanic origin persons: (Department of 
Agriculture, Department ofCommerce, Department ofHealth and Human Services, and 
Department of Labor) 

.. 	 Collection of vital, social, and health statistics (Nationa! Center for Health Statist"ics - Department 
of Health and Human Services) 

.. Commission on Civil Rights acts as clearinghouse for information on discrimination in housing. 
education, and employment under' the Civil Rights Act of 1957, as amended 

.. Technical assistance for school desegregation plans (Department of Education) and enforcement 
of desegregation plans (Department ofJustice) 

• 	 Conduct demonstration projects addressing needs of low-income, minority, American Indian, 
older, and limited English.speaking perscns.undcr the Older Americans Act of 1965, as amended 
(Health Care Financing Administration - Department of Health and Human Services) 

Househo1d Relationship 

• 	 To distribute funds for education programs for low-income children under the Educational 

Consolidation and Improvement Act (Department ofEducation) 


• 	 To identify eligible children in families near or below the poverty level to distribute funds for Head 
Start programs (Department ofHealth and Human Services) 

• 	 To plan social services programs for low~jncome families with children O~5 years under the Head 
Start Program (Depanment ofHealth and Human Services) 

• 	 For reporting the U.S. population's vital, social, and health statistics (National Center for Health 
Statistics· Department of Health and Human Services) 

Income 

• 	 To allocate funds for education programs for low~income children under the Educational 

Consolidation and Improvement Act (Department afEducation) 


• 	 For job training programs under the Job Training Partnership Act (Department of Labor) 
• 	 To allocate revenue sharing funds to units of local government for maintenance and operating 

expenses for public safety. environmental protection. public transportation. health. recreation, 
libraries, social services, for the poor and elderly, financial administration, and capital expenditures 
(Department of Transportation) . 

• 	 To allocate funds for housing assistance for low~income families (Department of Housing and 
Urban Development) 

• 	 To aUocate funds for local plans to assist lower·income housing needs, needs of tile handicapped 
or for minority enterprises. and small research and development projects (Department of Housing 
and Urban Development) 

• 	 To allocate loans to fann owners, other reat estate owners, and to the elderly or handicapped to 
construct or repair dwellings and related fadlities by the Farmers Home Administration 
(Department of Agriculture) 

• 	 For community development block grants for housing and economic opportunities for persons of 
Jow and moderate income (Department of Housing and Urban Development) 

• 	 To allocate grants to cities and urban counties to stimulate ocononllc recovery (Department of 
Housing and Urban Development) 

• 	 To allocate funds for financial assistance to urban and rural poverty areas to aid persons y.,ritn 



developmental disabilities (Department ofHealth and Human Services) 
• 	 To allocate funds for social services provided to low~income families with children 0-5 years under 

the Head Start Program (Department ofHealth and Human Services) 

IndustryJ Occupation. and Class of Worker 

• 	 Publish data on smail business economic indexes (Small Business Administration) 
• 	 Occupational information system includes occupational supply and demand data to meet 

vocational education, employment, and training programs at the national, state, and local levels 
(National Occupational Information Coordinating Committee) 

• 	 Funds allocation for migrant and seasonal fannworkers programs under ·the Job Training 
Partnership Act (Employment and Training Administration - Department of Labor) 

• 	 Evaluation of affirmative action programs in private sector employment under the Civil Rights Act 
of! 964, as amended (Equal Employment Opportunity Commission) 

• 	 Detcnnine funding eligibility ror local public works projects (Department afLabor) 

Journey to WorkIPlace of Work (Means of Transportation to Work; Private Vehicle OccupancYj 
Time of Departure From nome to Go to Work; Travel Time (Minutes) to Workl 

• 	 Journey~to~work data provide infoffilation for the states and large metropolitan areas on how we 
use national transportation and energy. This information helps to forecast transportation and 
energy needs and assists our Jeaders in developing transportation and energy policies. 

• 	 Journey-to-work data for local areas provide information for local community planners to develop 
transportation programs and develop p1ans for disaster recovery or contingency planning. In 
addition this information is used for business-related activities to define daytime populations in 
marketinK 

Language Spoken 

• 	 Required by states to identify needs for seIVices authorized under the Adult Education Act 
(Department of Education) 

• 	 Research assistance to schools to provide equal education opportunities for students oflimited 
English.s.peaking ability, women, and the disadvantaged (Office of Education Research and 
Improvement - Department of Education) 

• 	 Provides information for research on the status of bilingual vocational training for reports to the 
President and Congress by the Secretary ofLabor under the Vocational Education Act 

• 	 Funds allocation for state vocational education programs for persons 15 to 24 years with limited 
English-speaking ability (Department of Education) 

• 	 Funds aUacation for bilingual education programs under the Bilingual Education Act, as amended 
(Office of BilinguaJ Education and Minority Languages Affairs· Department of Education) 

Marital Status 

• 	 To fund research for population and voluntary family planning programs (Department of Health 
and Human Services) 

• 	 To fund adolescent family life projects (Department ofHealth and Human Services) 
• 	 For reporting the U.S, population's vital, social. and health statistics (National Center for Health 

Statistics - Department ofHealth ~d Human Services) 

Migration (Residenc. 5 y ..... Ago) 
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• 	 Provides information to study the effects of residential movement among the different areas of the 
country. Helps planner;; design programs for improving the areas affected by the migration, 

Place or Birth 

• 	 Data on place of birth are used to study long-time trends in migration. These data arc used to 

measure residential movement among the different regions of the country as well as from countries 

outside of the United States, 


Ra<:e 

• 	 Determination of whether financial institutions are meeting credit needs of race/Hispanic origin 

groups in low- and moderate~income neighborhoods under the Community Reinvestment Act of 

1977 (Federal Reserve Board) 


• 	 Planning needs of schools serving American Indian and Alaska Native children on Of adjacent to 

reservations or Alaska Native villages under the Indian Education Assistance Act (Bureau of 

Indian Aft'irs· Department of the Interior) 


• 	 Assessment of needs under the Jndian Health Care Improvement Act (Indian Health Service ~ 


Department ofHealth and Human Services) 

• 	 Technical assistance for school desegregation ptans (Department of Education) and enforcement 


of desegregation plans (Department of Justice) 

• 	 Provides data to Congress) Federal policy makers, and other data users on the status ofwomen 


and minorities in science and engineering (National Science Foundation) 

• 	 Provides information on the U,S, population's vital. social, and health statistics (National Center 


for Health Statistics· Department afHealth and Human Services) 

• 	 Establishment and evaluation ofguidelines for Federal affirmative action plans under the Federal 


Equal Opportunity Recruitment Program (Equal Employment Opportunity Commission) 


Sex 

• 	 To evaluate and establish guidelines for Federal affirmative action plans under the Federal Equal 

Opportunity Recruitment Program (Equal Employment Opportunity Commission) 


• 	 To distribute funds for research and development activities under the Women's Educational Equity 

Act of 1978 (Department of Education) 


• 	 To distribute funds for adolescent family life projects (Department of Health and Human Services) 
• 	 Provides the U.S. population's vital, social, and health statistics (National Center for Health 


Statistics - Department ofHealth and Hum,..an Services) 


Veteran Status (Period of Service, Total Yean in Military Service) 

• 	 Program evaluation including participation and provision ofservices. (Department of Veterans 

Affairs) 


• 	 Report to Congress on needs ofselected groups of veterans, such as Vietnam-era veterans and 

female veterans (Department ofVeterans Affnlrs) . 


• 	 Report to Congress on number ofeligible veterans and Vietnam-era veterans (Department of 

Veterans Affairs) 


Work La.t Veor (Wee .. Worked, Us••lllouTS Worked) 
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Souree: Bureau of the Census [Online]. Available on the Internet: 
http://www.ten.us.govlftp/publhhe./povertylthresh95.html 

(Downloaded on April 25, 2000) 

Uses of Housing Questions 

Acreage and SIde of Agricultural Products 

• 	 Funds allocation to states for cooperative extension work (Extension Service ~.Departmcnt of 
Agriculture) 

• 	 Rural development and small fann research and education programs (Extension Service ~* 


Department of Agriculture) 

• 	 Loans to construct, repair, or purchase rural dwellings: and related facilities (Farmers Home 

Administration --Department of Agriculture) 
• 	 Research and analysis regarding the adequacy of farm housing (Department ofAgriculture) 

Automobiles, Vans, and Trucks 

• 	 Develop and maintain the National Energy Infonnation System to analyze energy supply and 
consumption for predicting energy needs (Energy Infonnation Administration ~-Department of 
Energy) 

• 	 Development of transportation plans. policy, and programs for urban areas (Federal Highway 
Administration ~~Department ofTransportation) 

• 	 Funds allocation to states to aid rural areas and small conununities in highway development 

(Foderal tlighway Administration -Department of Transportation) 


• 	 Develop and maintain an energy data and infonnatlon program to meet future energy demands 
(Energy Illfonnation Administration ~-Department ofEnergy) 

• 	 Evaluation ofplans, planning assistance. and funds allocation for construction and maintenance of 
public transit systems jn urbanized areas (Urban Mass Transportation Administration -­
Department ofTransportation) 

• 	 Development oflong~range transportation plans and technical studies in cooperation with state 
and local governments (Urban Mass Transportation Administration -Department of 
Transportation) 

• 	 Planning, evaluation, and technical assistance for public transit projects outside urbanized areas 
(Urban Mass Transportation Administration --Department ofTransportation) 

• 	 [<'annutating nuclear disaster evacuation plans under the Federal Civil Defense Act of 1950, as 
amended (Federal Emergency Management Agency) 

Bedrooms 

• 	 Loans to construct, repair. or purchase rural dwellings and related facilities (Parmers Home 
Administration --Department of Agriculture) 

• 	 Housing loans for low- and moderate-income persons and families (Fanners Home Administration 
--Dcpartment of Agriculture) . 

• 	 Identification of rural areas targeted for housing rehabilitation grants: (Farmers Home 

Administration -Department of Agriculture) 


• 	 Identification of areas targeted for housing rehabilitation loans (Department ofHousing and Urban 
Development) 
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• 	 Used by city and community officials to determine neighborhood housing deficiencies. 

House He.ting Fuel 

• 	 Deve10p and maintain the National Energy Information System to analyze supply and consumption 

for predicting energy needs (Energy Information Administration --Department of Energy) 


• 	 Grants to states and local governments fOf rehabilitation ofprivately-owned property intended for 

residential rental purposes (Department ofHousing and Urban Development) 


• 	 Provide data to meaSure progress toward the Congressional dec1aration of national housing policy: 

decent home and suitable living environment for every American family (Department of Housing 

and Urban Development) . 


• 	 Develop and maintain an energy data and infonnation program to meet future energy demands 

(Energy Infomlation Administration ··Department ofEnergy) 


• 	 Grants to states for home energy assistance to low-incom.e persons and families under the Low­

Income Home Energy Assistance Act of 1981. as amended (Department of Hea1th and Human 

Services) 


• 	 Reports on home energy consumption and costs (Department of Health and Human Services) 

Kitchen Facilities 

• 	 Develop rural development policy annually under the Rural Development Policy Act of J980 

(Department of Agriculture) 


• 	 Ana~ysis of acquisition and design ofcongregate housing for displaced or elderly families where 

central dining facilities are used (Department ofHousing and Urban Development) 


• 	 To provide data to measure progress toward the Congressional declaration of national housing 

policy: decent home and suitable living environment for every American family (Department of 

Housing and Urban Development) 


• 	 Annual reports of the President to Congress on housing production, occupancy, and tenure. and 

analysis of housing needs (Department ofHousing and Urban Development) 


• 	 Loans to construct, repair~ or purchase rural dwellings and related facilities (Fann Housing 

Administration --Department ofAgriculture) 


• 	 Housing loans for low- and moderate-income persons and families (Fann Housing Administration 

••Department of Agriculture) 


• 	 Identification of rural areas targeted for housing rehabilitation grants (Farm Housing 

Administration --Department ofAgriculture) 


• 	 Develop housing assistance plans to identify communities eligible for development programs under 

the Housing imd Community Development Acts of 1968 and 1974 (Department ofHousing and 

Urban Development) 


• 	 To identity areas that need special programs such as meals on wheels. 

Occ:upancy!Vacancy 

• 	 Supplemental rental payments to qualified low-income families (Department of Housing and Urban 

Development) 


. • 	 Home mortgage insurance for elderly, low- and moderate-income and displaced families 

(Department of Housing and Urban Development) 


• 	 Grants to states and loca! governments for rehabilitation of privately-owned property intended for 

residential rental purposes (Depanment of Housing and Urban Development) 


• 	 Funds allocation for demolition or disposition of public housing (Department of Housing and 

Urban Development) 
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• 	 Loans to construct, repair. or purchase rural dwellings and related facilities (Farmers Home 

Administration w~Department of Agriculture)' 


• 	 Identification ofrura1 areas targeted for housing rehabilitation grants (Farmers Home 

Administration --Department of Agricuhure) 


• 	 Develop housing assistance plans to identity communities eligible for deve10pment programs under 

the Housing and Community Development Acts of 1968 and 1974 (Department ofHousing and 

Urban Development) 


• 	 Key indicators of the vibrancylheaIth ofthc housing market in local areas. For example. high rates 
indicate areas where the supply ofavaUable housing units is higher than the demand for such units .. ,'" ",.' 

Owner Cos1s (Mortgage payments (including second/junior mortgages and home equity I03dS); 
Real estate taxes; Fire, hazard, and flood insurance; Utilities (electricity, gas, and water); Fuel'; 
(oUt coal, kerosene, wood, ett.); Mobile home costs; Condominium feesl 

• 	 Used by Department of Housing and Urban Development in nearly all of-its housing assistance 

programs listed below: 


• 	 Low-Income Housing Tax Credits-Difficult Development Areas 
• 	 Energy Efficiency Standards 
• 	 Comprehensive Housing Atfordability Strategics (CHAS) 
• 	 Public Housing/Section 8 Certificate and Housing Voucher Allocation Programs 
• 	 Fair Market Rents 
• 	 FHA Multifamily Insurance 
• 	 Housing Assistance Fund 

• 	 L'se data about utility costs to help analyze energy supply and consumption - National Energy 

Information System (Department ofEnergy) 


• 	 Community Services Block Grant Act (Department of Health and Human Services) 
• 	 To allocate funds for housing for the elderly under the Older Americans Act, the handicapped, and 


for home energy assistance to low-income individuals and families under the Low-Income Home 

Energy Assistance Program (Department ofHealth and Human Se",ces) 


• To measule progress toward the Congressional declaration of goals for national housing policy: a 

decent home and suitable living environment for every American family - National Affordable 

Housing Act of I 990fl{OME Allocations (Department of Housing and Urban Development) 


• 	 To-evaluate a locality s qualification for Federal housing assistance in programs such as the 

HOME Investment Partnerships Program (Department ofHousing and Urban Development) 


• 	 Used as one of the selection criteria for urban development grants for cities and counties under the 

Community Development Block Grant Program (Department ofl'lousing and Urban 

Developm,mt) 


• 	 Used by the Fanners Home Administration (USDA) to provide housing loans to construct or 

repair rural dwellings and related facilities Single~Family Rural Housing (Department of 

Agriculture) 


• 	 To develop and maintain the National Energy System that analyzes current residential energy 

supply and consumption in order to forecast future needs (Department ofEnergy) 


Plumbing Facilities 

• 	 Develop rural development policy annually under the Rural Development Policy Act of 1980 

(Department of Agriculture) 


• 	 Grants to states and locaJ goverrunents for rehabilitation of privatc1y-owned property intended for 

residential rental purposes (Department ofHousing and Urban Development) 


• 	 To provide data to measure progress toward the Congressional dec1aration of national housing: 



decent home and suitable living environment for every American family (Department of Housing 
and Urban Development) 

• 	 Identification of areas targeted for housing rehabilitation loans (Department ofHousing and Urban 
Development) 

• 	 Loans to construct. repair, or purchase rural dwellings and related facilities (Farmers Home 

Administration ••Department of Agriculture) 


• 	 Research and analysis regarding the adequacy offann housing (Department of Agriculture) 
• 	 Identification of rural areas targeted for housing rehabilitation grants (Farmers Home 


Administration --Department ofAgriculture) 

." 	 Develop housing assistance plans to identifY communities eligible for development programs under 

the Housing and Community Development Acts of 1968 and 1974 (Department of Housing and 
Uroan Development) 

Rent 

• 	 Housing assistance for elderly and persons with disabilities and·detennination of fair market rents 
in local program areas under the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1970 (Department of 
Housing and Urb.n Development) 

., Supplemental rental payments to qualified iow~income families (Department of Housing and Urban 
Development) 

• 	 House mortgage insurance for elderly, low- and moderate-income1 and displaced families 
(Department ofHousing and Urban Development) 

., Housing assistance for low-income families (Department ofHouslng and Urban Development) 
• 	 Annual contributions for low~income housing projects (Department of Housing and Urban 


Development) 

• 	 Housing assistance for low-income families (Department of Housing and Urban Development) 
• 	 Grants to states and local governments for rehabilitation of privately-owned property intended for 

residential rental purposes (Department of Housing and Uroan Development) 
• 	 To provide data to measure progress toward the Congressional declaration of national housing 

policy: decent home and suitable living environment for every American family (Department nf 
Housing and Urban Development) 

., 	 Annual reports by the President to Congress on hOllsing production, occupancy. and tt..'flure, and 
analysis of housing needs (Department of Housing and Urban Development) 

• 	 Identification of areas targeted for housing rehahilitation loans (Department on·lousing and Urban 
Development) 

• 	 Develop housing assistance·plans to identify'communities eligible for deveiopment programs under 
the Housing and Community Development Acts of 1968 and 1974 (Department ofHousing and 
Uroan Development) 

• 	 Grants to States for home energy assistance to low-income persons. and families under the Low­
Income Horne Energy Assistance Act of 1981, as amended (Department ofHealth and Human 
Services) 

• Reports on home energy consumption and costs (Department ofHealth and Human Services) 
., To help identify areas for people who need to relocate. 

Rooms 

• 	 Housing assistance for elderly and handicapped and determination of fair market rents in local 
program areas under the Housing and Uroan Development Act of 1970 (Dep.rtment ofliousing 
and Urban Development) 

• 	Mortgage insurance for equity investments in rental housing for moderate-income families 
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Censu$l000 Uses of Housing Questions 

(Department ofHousing and Urban Development) 
• 	 Loans to construct, repair, or purchase rural dwellings and related facilities (Farmers Home 


Administration -Department of Agriculture) 

• 	 Develop housing assistance plans to identify communities eligible for development programs under-· 

the Housing and Community Development Acts of 1968 and 1974 (Department of Housing and 
Urban D(;veiopment) 

• 	 Identification ofarcas targeted for housing rehabilitation (oans (Department ofl-Iousing and Urban 
Development) 

• 	 City and community officials to determine neighborhood housing deficiencies. 
• 	 Determine selection criteria for urban development action grants for cities and urban counties 

(Department of Housing and Urban Development) 
• 	 Reports on home energy consumption and costs (Department ofHealth and Hurna,: Services) 

Telephone 

• 	 Access the level ofsocial isolation among elderly. low~income, and handicapped households 

(Department of Health and Human Services and other local social service agencies) 


• 	 Measure the extent ofuruversal access to telephone service and enforce requirements under the 
Voting Rights Act (Federal Communications Commission and Department of Justice) 

Tenure and Condominium Fee 

• 	 Supplemental rental payments to qualified low~income families (Department ofl-Iousing and Urban 
Development) 

• 	 Home mortgage insurance for elderly, low- and moderate-income families, and displaced families 
(Department ofHousing and Urban Development) 

• 	 Mortgage insurance for rental in urban renewal areas (Department ofHousing and Urban 

Development) 


• 	Mortgage insurance for equity investments in rental housing for moderate-income families 

(Department of Housing and Urban Development) 


• 	 Mortgage insurance for national defense housing (Department of Housing and Urban 

Development) 


• 	 Direct housing loans to veterans (Department ofVeterans Affairs) 
• 	 Annual reports by the President to Congress on housing production;occupancy. and tenure, and 

analysis of housing needs (Department of Hou.ing and Urban Development) 
• 	 Identification of areas targeted for housing rehabilitation loans (Department of Housing and Urban 

Development) 
• 	 Loans to construct, repair, or purchase rural dwellings and related facilities (Farmers Home 


Administration --Department of Agriculture) 

• 	 Develop housing a.ssistance plans to identifY communities eligible for development programs under 

the Housing and Community Development Act. ofl968 and 1974 (Department of Housing and 
Urban Development) 

Units in Structure 

• 	 Housing assistance for elderly and low~income persons and families in rural areas. (Department of 
Agriculture) 

• 	 Grants to states and 10cal governments for rehabilitation of privately-owned property intended for 
residential rental purposes (Department of Housing and Urban Development) 

• 	 Benchmark data to measure progress toward the Congressional declaration ofnational housing 
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Census 2000 Uses or HousiJts Quertioos 	 httpJ/www.2000.census.govliqalhquse.html 

policy: decent home and suitable living environment for every American family (Department of 
Housing and Urban Development) 

Utilities and Fuels (Costs of) 

• 	 Housing assistance for elderly and persons with disabilities and determination of fair market rents 
in local program areas under the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1970 (Department of 
Housing and Urban Development) 

• 	 Supplemental rental payments to qualified low-income families (Department ofliousing and Urban 
Development) 

• 	 Develop and maintain the National Energy Infonnation System to analyze energy supply and 
consumption for predicting energy needs (Energy Infonnation Administration-Department of 
Energy) 

• 	 Grants to states and local governments for rehabilitation of privately-owned property intended for 
residential rental purposes (Department of Housing and Urban Development) 

• 	 To provide data to measure progress toward the Congressional declaration of national housing 
policy: decent home and suitable living environment for every American family (Department of 
Housing and Urban Development) 

• 	 Annual reports by the President to Congress on housing production. occupancy. and tenure, and 
analysis of housing needs (Department of Housing and Urban Development) 

• ·Identification of rural areas targeted for housing rehabilitation grants (Farmers Home 
Administration-Department of Agriculture) 

• 	 Develop housing assistance plans to identify communities eligible for development programs under 
the Housing and Community Development Acts of 1968 and 1974 (Department of Housing and 
Urban Development) 

• 	 Detennine selection criteria for urban development grants for cities and urban counties 
(Department ofHousing and Urban Development) 

Value 

• 	 Housing assistance for elderly and persons with disabilities and detennination offairmarket rents in 
local program areas under the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1970 (Department of 
Housing and Urban Development) 

• 	 Home mortgage insurance for elderly. low- and moderate-income families,' and displaced families 
(Department of Housing and Urban Development) 

• 	 Mortgage insurance for national defense housing (Department of Housing and Urban 
Development) . 

• 	 Direct housing loans to veterans (Department of Veterans Affairs) 
• 	 Grants to states and local governments for rehabilitation of privately-owned property intended for 

residential rental purposes (Department of Housing and Urban Development) 
• 	 To provide data to measure progress toward the Congressional declaration of national housing 

policy: decent home and suitable living environment for every American family (Department of 
Housing and Urban Development) 

• 	 Annual reports by the President to Congress on housing production, occupancy, and tenure, and 
analysis of housing needs (Department ofHousing and Urban Development) 

• 	 Identification of areas targeted for housing rehabilitation loans (Department of Housing and Urban 
Development) 

• 	 Loans to construct or repair rural dwellings and related facilities (Fanners Home Administration 
--Department of Agriculture) 

• 	 Develop housing assistance plans to identify communities eligible for development programs under 
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. 
Ccmus 2000 U$(:s ofJ10llsln& Queslioo.$ 	 bttp:llwww.2000.C<.lI1!iU$.go.o.tiqa/hqu$(\.btml 

Ihe Housing and Community Development Acts of 1968 and 1974 (Department of Housing and 
Urban Developmenl) 

• 	 Grants to states for home energy assistance to low ..income persons and families under the Low~ 
Income Home Energy Assistance Act of 1981, as amended (Department ofHeallh and Human 
Services) 

• 	 To he1p identify areas for people who need to relocate. 

Year Structure Built 

• 	 To compile data on horne mortgage lending patterns. by race, geographic area, housing conditions, 
and income. 

• 	To allocate funds for demolition or disposition of public housing. 
• 	 To provide grants to states for home energy assistance to ]ow~income persons and families, 
• 	 To prepare reports on home energy consumption and costs, 
• 	 To provide direct housing loans to veterans. 
• 'To forecast the needs of1ocal governmentsfor services such as police and'fire protection. 
• 	 To provide developers and contractors with infonnation for selecting sites for new housing 


developments 


Year Householder Moved 1n 

• 	 Congressional declaration of national housing policy: decent home and suitable living environment 
for every American family (Department of Housing and Urban Development) 

• 	 Identification of aress targeted for housing rehabilitation loans (Department of Housing and Urban 
Development) 

• 	 Detennine selection criteria for urban development action grants for cities and urban counties 
(Department of Housing and Urban Development) 

• 	 Assessing the amount of displacement by hurricanes and other natural disasters (Federal 

Emergency Management Agency), 


Main Help Page 
Help Subjects A 10 Z 
Gcnernl Censu... 20CXl Form Informati9!l 
Frequently Asked QucSioos Ab9ut the CCP"us 
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Source: Bureau of the Census [Online]. Available on the Internet: 	 1I'537C 
http://www.ccnsus.gov/popuIation/www/ccnsusdata/c2kproduets.html 

(Downloaded on September 26, 2000) 

Census 2000 Data I'roducts 
At a Glance 

(Revised: 09/1 }l/OO) 
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~j;;,:;~nl~~~:a;{~/::;~: 	 ························iI.······.. .. 
Lowcst LcvCl

100-Pcrccnt Data Products
refer to thefir.\·J medium Geography 


ofrelcme.) :i 

:~1A'r{"~"A'P'R::;::::2:0:0'1::"::;:" '''''1[c~:~'~~:~:2ooo::R~di:~'~'~i'~~i'~g··D·~t:~::s~~~~:~;::f.~il~::::::::::::":: :::'''''ii:Bl:~k';' ""''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''\1 

HState population counts for Icgislativc redistricting. ..1.1 

nMedia: Internet, CD·ROM
.""..."".,,"" "'c=,==,==,='" ..""........... """"""""",,. """"""································,,",,·,=='c,,,'cc==c'="====1 

JUN ~ SEP 2001 	 iiDemographic Profilc iiPlaces 


i!Population totals and selected population and housing ii 

ikharacteristics in a single table. !iCensus traets 


.........y~!.~.~~~:J~~.~~~~.~:,,~:!?~.!.~.?.'!:!:.P.'!.f!.~.~. 	 il (Internet only) ......i 
...............".;.".":::::..... -.......::::.':::::::::::............ , ........................................... ................................;;;;: ,.;;::::::::::;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;' :'::::::::::::::.~ ;:::.":.'.':.".':::.:::..-:: .....................,.. ,. 
JUN ~ SEP 2001 ::Congressional District Demographic Profilc iiCongressional Districts 

~iPopulation totals and selected population and housing ~iofthc 106th Congress 

'I~~~~~cteristics in a single table for Congressi.o..n...,...I...D....i.,..tr....i.,...lS...... ,.,1,.,1 .. 

HMedia: Internet, Cf)~R()M, paper 	 , 
::::::.!::."::::::;:::::;:::::::::.'JUL"2:0:0 l":::::::::::'::::""""""'"'' '::::~rR'~~~"~:~d:lii~~:~:~'i:~::~:~::L~~i~~::s~~~~~:~~::File on ······· ..11Placcs 

HCD-ROM " 

..............................................,................J[Medium: CD~ROM ......,............................. ""......il========cl 
Siales: HSummary file 1 (SF 1): 
JUN ' SEP 200 I 

I. Population counts for 63 race categories and 
Advance national: Hispanic or Latino. 
NOV - DEC 200 I 2. Population counts for many detailed race and 

Hispanic or Latino catcgories, and American Indian 
Final national: and Alaska Native tribes. 
JUN - JUL 2002 3. Selected population and housing characteristics. 

[Urban/rural data are on the final national file-this is the 

I. 	Blocks 

2. 	 Census tracts 

3. 	 Blocks! Census 
tracts 

.......,,,,,,,,,,, .... ,,., ....",'.,.,...,.....i'~;~~t!.~~~~;~r:~;}~;2~v~:":,::[I:::~.~"_::~... ........."]1,,,,,,,,,,"'"'' ....................... 

Slates: ~~Summary File 2 (SF 2): iiCensus tracts 
SEP - DEC 200 I ii Population and housing characteristics iterated for many ~j 1 

iidelailed raee and Hispanic or Latino categories, and [1 i 
Advance natjonal. dAmeriean Indian and Alaska Native tribes. ~~ i 
MAR - APR 2002 ji{Urbanlrural data arc on the fmal national file-this is the :1 I 

iionly difference from the advance national file.] ........,1;",,1 
 .....Final national: iiMedia: Internet, Cf)~ROM : ' 

MAY - JUN 2002 
,... ,',..................... ::::~:::~:::::::::,,::":: ::,,""==,:.:.::: ..... ,', ......." .................................................. ",,::::.:.:=:.:.::.:.::,,"'-":==:.::::"~"":.:=:.:.:::=::.:==,:.:.:::::.:= 


Reproduced by the Library of Congress, Congressional Research Service. 
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'E=====~===\F"~".,:,...":",,,,,,,=,,,~,,,,,," ..•~~~~~ ...~'''"~ ... .........~",,~~.==~"~""~"'!f":""~""~"'~"'~"'~""~"'====""...,,••. •• .........~ •..~.=--~=~~~~ ... 
1Stales: HQuick Tables ilccnsus tracts !APR - DEC 2001 11Tahlc shells with population and housing charactcnstics i~ 

ilwhcrc (lIe user' CM specify a geographic area and a i1 

Ifl~"",~~,,~~,Y~,~2~~~~,~~",!~,,~~,,('-~...~~,~~~,3~.~~....~~~.~ ...~ ...~ ...~.~ ..~....~J;ft",....~ ..~ ...===~ ...~=...~"""II~cc··~,:~;~,:!;~.~~~~~""~~'!~~:~~E~~""~~;========~ ...~ ...~""~ .. ~""~ ...~ ...~ ...~ ...~ ...~.......il 
!States:
!APR 2001· JAN 2002 
I 
1Nafional. 

i DEC 200 I • AUG.~~O.2!'SE'f) -DEC 2001 

; (Release subject to policy 
! dedsions ou 8CCeiS Imd 
1ronf1dcntialily,)i 

1jG~ographic Cumpar'tSOli Tables 
D'opul.alion and housing charactcristl<s for a list 01 

HPlnccs 
i1 

:1
il 

11gcogrnphic areas (c. g., all oounties in a state),;1
1~MedjJlm: Internet il 

'I

li 
...................... ....................J........................................... !
ii"'A~d~'~'a~n~ce~dC""Q"'u~e~ry=F,.u~n~ct-:io~n~-~~=======-;1'!::'U:"sc~'~d7c":f,~n~cd"""d~Q\~\'=n'o=~1 

11 User specifics contents of tabulations from full microdata 
"til
:i I c. 
illncludcs safeguards against disc(osw\: of identifying 
Hnfoonation about individuals and housing uni1$, 
ffMedium: Internet 

liblock groups 
;i
[1 

j,:::-;"" """"-"'·:.".".""'·""""""::":::,,·.="'~:;::::::mmm,, .... "." ..........................==.::m••1m1." " , mm.,."r",;,,:',,;:".:::;•••~:.;.=. ,,::.,""., ................................... . 


I: JAN - NOV 2002 !ICcnsus 2000: Summary Population and Housing W!nces 
! nCharactcristirs I! 

... ,................' 

.. ~ ....c .. ,!1!L~I'2""Q":·O"'·3~..,"~'..~ .. ==~ .. ,.~...~..." ..=~:[~::~:~ ~~~~c~:~~·:;i;::~:~·;::·:;~~··u·~·;~··T~t~i~··· ···········];Placcs 

Ii ...........................................___ .__:I~;;~·~"~~r;~~;~~~~~.~..~~~.~~.(.~~.~~=~J__ =~'~~~.~.~~~~~~d 

, ........................................................­
!DEC lOOt - MAR 2002 ~ CongressionaJ District Demographic Profile !Congr\!ssionnl Districts 
! ~ Demographic, socl<1l, economic:. and housing charactcrlstics Iof the I 06th Congress . 

I !i~~tcd in three separate tilbles for Congressional DistrictS! ..........................................,1 


i liMedia: Internet, CD-Ra\1. paper i1 .. """""""""""""""""""""""""""'" .......................................-. ------------ -----.- ............... """"""""""',.... '''''''',,' 
i JUN • SEP 2002 i'Summary File 3 (SF 3): 
I 

I. Population COI1I1L<; for ancesU)' groups. I. Census tracls 
2. Sckctcd population and housing characteristics, 

2. Block groupsl 
j iMedia: tnfernel, CD-ROM Census tracls 

IOCT200;:FEB2003 ... ,S~;;;;;;~;; File 4(5F4): : Census tracts 
i Population and housing characteristics iterated for many 

I 1detailed race and Hispanic or Latino categories, American 

i, ............... " .. ,.... \ Indian and Alaska Native tribes, and anccsl!y groups. 

'======.=.....!Media: Internet, CD·ROM .....................
,i .................................... ................, .............. , 
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JUN 2002 - FEB 2003 Quick Tables !Census tracts 
Table shells with population and housing cllaracterlstics 
where the user ean spedl'): .a googHiphic area ,jlnd a ! 

population group, 	 ;,'1 

Medium: Interner 	 , 
JUL 2002 ~ JA~--2ooi-"~·"'·JG~~g;~~hi:~"c~~;~~'i~~;'T~i;i~;-;·· .............""''''''' .. '.'''''''''''''''''''M';;;::!rpl~ccs - ;;;;;;;;;;;::::::::::::;;:;""""'li 


Population and housing characteristics for a list of 1 
geographic .nre.,5- (e.g., all counties in <! sUite), 

; Medium: Internet 	 ! 
....... .........= ...."""" ... .."C""·=""="···7"··=" ...··''''....... 	 ...= ........ " =~"-i
. " ......"=",,.= ............= .."...."".'\",~,,'···=····:7·····=····:c·....:c....= ...=""·"""";''''''':''···'C'····:';·····cc····::; ...• •• ............= ......""'i;~=.=""=""~ ..." =....... 


For i-percent sample: : Public Use Microdata Sample (PVMS) FiJts Ii 

2002 
 • 	 , 

I. l~pcrcenl samplc (infonnation ror the nation and Super Public Usc n 
Por .s~percenl sample: states, as well as substale areas where appropriate), ! Microdata Areas i! 
2003 2, 	 5-pcrccnt sample (infonnation for state and sub-state i (Supee- PUMAs) : 

arcus). of400,OOO~· . 

2 PUMAs of .: 


MedIum: CD-110M , 100,000+ ,j

i;......................,,""""",......... ·""'~I::"-· ,,,,,,,,,,...........................-.-,,.,,,,,,,,.,,.................... . -----..- I.m---.--.. =_."·...'~--'I 


!:OEC 2002· MAR 2003 l:Advanced Query Function User dcfmcd down to 
i: (Relellsc subjeellO fl'Jlio;y i! User specifics contents of tabulations from full microdata _ census tracts 
:deeisi()nsona=slll:d 1: file. 
iconfidc[ltilllity.) , !'

1: [neludes safeguards against disclosure of identifying 
j;infontt3tion about individuals and housing units. 

I , iiMcdhan: Internet 	 ' 
~"'.'" " ......................................... ;1 ............................. ,""""..., 	 """"""""""""""""")'",,,, _..... _._ ..........., ..... , .. ".,,,,,,,,, ...... d 


l: 2003 	 iCensus 2000: Summary Social, Economic, and JlOlJsing j!Placcs 

I .........." ...~....~ ...+I.~::.f""~~~J~:;~.:~~}~;!".~~~~~.i,~;',;:',.Pc.. .. ~~.~~fP=..!,~?.~~~::-,~~ __ o~...r" ...~ ...~ ...~ .. ~ ..." 	 ...__ --­...===~ ...~ ...~ .. ~""J!": ...r~ .. ~".Pc. ..~!~.':::;'..~ ...~....~ ...~ ...~ ..."""'.J .....::=". -----...,............._ 
'[003 j Congressional District Data Summary File i@ensustractswithin
I I :~~~':'::~,:: sample data for the redistricted Ilcongrcssional Districts 
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GENERAL - Census 2000 data products arc designed to meet a variety ofdata needs for dl!1crent segments of the 
•.. 

data user oommunify.-ll)c data products described here provide a summary Qrl.hc general tabulation and publication 
program for the 50 states. the District ofColumbia, and Puerto Rico (which is txcatcd as a state equivalent for each 
data product). Please note that constraints with staffing and budget, federal guidelines regarding the tabulation ofdata 
by race and cihnicity, datu processing, or otller considerations may result in changes to the types ofdata produets 
prepared or the timing of their releasc. For more information on Census ;WOO data products, please call Customer 
SctViccs on 301 ~457~41 00 or contact Louisa Miller (Population Division) on 30 1~457·2073_ 

Source: (J.,"', Census Hureau. Popularion Divisi(Jn, 
lJeccnmal Programs Coordination IJranch 

Maintained By; Laura K. Vax (Population Division) 

Created: August 23, 2000 
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Source: Bureau of the Census [Online]. Available on the Internet IrS37C 
http://www.census.gov/dmd/www/faqquest.btm 

(Downloaded on September II, 2000) 

Frequently Asked Questions (1IAQs) 


....,"", ...,."...,....." ..,.. ,. 

I. 	Conducting a Census 

• 	 I have alreadv mailed in my census fonn (J have already given informal ion to a census taker) Why am I being 
oontnctcd (caIlJxl) by the Census Bureau again! 

• 	 I want to be counted in Census 20na, I did not receive a questionnaire! 
• 	 1hAve nOl received a census questiqnnaire and I also have no{ been contacted by n census taker. \\'hat 


should I d21 

• 	 1am angr;' \Vby should (cooperate wllh II census taker when I have already sory.Li.n my completed form'! 
* 	J have bccp asked to complete ll. census long fonn quest10nnairc and would like to exchange it for a 


§1!9!l form. Is this possible? 

• 	To whom do I repOrt the inappropriate bchaviorJapP2M-.<!flCC ofa census taker? 
• 
• 


p complete census qucstiQl1nairc pncka~ 


• 	 J haY.~.Iecejvcd Owo or more') two- qyysJ.ionnaires. at lea;'!! one a iong form (D2) and the oilier(s) a short form 
(D I), Which gucstionn~i.m[~} should I ans.wer?_ 

• 	 Why am I receiving two or more: duplicl'l,tS'!:.mlCstionnaires from the Census Bureau? 
• 	 What should I dQ whcn I receive duplicate forms? 
• 	 \Vby are \00 wasting the taxpayers' moncv1. 
• I [~yed a pm-census leuer ",,>jill an incorrect address. How will the Census Bureau ensure that the 


Questionnaire '\-1H be mailed to my correct address? 

• 	 Why did r receive a letter with 11 rctl!m envelope and no questionnaire enclosed? 
• 	 Why are you printing instructions on the Pt(!:«:t1SuS letter in languages other than English? 
• 	Wbat is the Census Bureau doing to promote <&n~.Y~L2000? 
• 	 How win Telephone Questionnaire Assistance- (TOA) operators handle callers who have diffteuhi'..~OmRlcting 

the long form questionnaire? 
• 	 Why ~'l you have a lotterY to increase cooperation with the censusl 
• 	 Census workers ro::cntly contatted oor hpuse but asked only about our address Why.~~Jhl;V collecting 

addresses morc than a year before the Census? 
• 	 What W$Lci1w.tomation is being incOI:PQrntcd in Census 20001 
• 	 How docs the CcnsusJ~H!:9au pilln to usc sampling now that the S~lPH;:.mC Court has prohibited iL'i usc'? 
• 	 What sse some of the important milcslonc datQJ'i.JQ£J;Qnducting the census'! 
• 	 What is the Censlls Bureau doing {Q provide non~English languase assistancc't 
• 	 Are there differences in the ways you count biR~ and small rurallownsi 
• 	 Why nrc the address list and m(lQS so imOOI1ant fQr Census 2000., 
• 	 Can the IDCat or tribal.AAvernmcol usc the address list for other pqmoses? 
• 	Win the ~~ Bureau rn:oyi~..fuuds to suPoort local or trib-al us!dress lists and map review activities? 

n. Participating in the Census 

• 	 WhY should POODle fill out their census fonns? 

Reproduced by the Library of Congress, Congressional RcloC<lfch S<:n.·icc_ 
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.. Hm... is Lbo privm:;v of the respondents protccted? 

III. The Census Questionnaire 

.. Why docs the Census Burenu ask these questions? 


.. Why docs the census foml "nve room ror onlv six pco.tli£1 

• Why do census forms have so many Questions? 

.' How much monc\(J;jJ~iwihuted bv the Federal government based on the census? 

• Why does the Census need to know about race? 

.. Why does the Census Bureau collect information on Hispank origin? 

• Wl'!fttguestions are on the census forms? 

.. How much does it cost to obtain the longJQ!'JIl (sample) dala? 

.. Docs the tong form guestioonaire dl'Xfrca5e the response rate? 

• v,,'hy do VQI,I havc Que Question 9u rnee@danotherquestion(ln Hispanic origin? 

.. Docs the Census Bureau eollect data on Hispanic subgroups othcr than Mexican. Puerto Rican, and Cuban? 

.. How docs the Jayout of race question corrcslIDnd to the cbarities in the classification of raw as directed bv 


OM8? 
.. \¥by were some QuestIons on the J990 form deleted from the 20001 
.. Why were some of the guestions 00 the ) 990 short form moved 10 the Census 2000 long form? 
.. Why did you add qu.;:;~Jions to the Census 2000 form that were not in the J990 Census] 
.. What have you done to make it casier to fiU out the form? 
.. What are the specific differences in the way YOU arc planning to conduct the 2000 census from the way it vms 

done in 19901 
.. How long does it take to CQntplctc the fQIms? 
.. Isn't there an easier way that WQuld tnkc less time and money, such as usc of public records or private 

compnnies_,Jg__~Qrrmilc the population figures? 

IV. Census 2000 Data (The Cen,us 2000 Data Product, At' GI,nre has bee. added nn 
the internet Ilt: http://www.census.t!ov/population/www/censllsdata/c2kprodncts.html) 

.. When will dala from the census be nvailable? 

.. HmY.will data from Census 2000 'l~ made a"!l.!lablc? 

.. What Hlspanjc origin data will be available? 

.. What kind of data will the Census Bureau nrovide on people withQut conventional hQusing? 
• How will we rollcct information on -people v.1lhout conventional housing? 

.. Will tbe Census 2000 count Americans overseas? 

• Will n£2t"e QfmixOO racial or ethnic heritage be able to identify themselves on the form? 
• If resmmden!s are allowed to mark tnQfC than one racial categgry, how will that afTcct response and reporting 

ofracc? 

.. How d.Q_llms_WY.[Jh~.gw;stiQD Qn fa¢¢1 

• How should Hispanics answer the tace Question? 

.. Docs everyone need to answer the question 9n Hispanic origin? 


V. About the Census Bureau 

• What does the Census Bureau QQ: Pctween censuses? 

,,"""','..LL".."L'" "" " , --'.""""""""".. ­
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I. Conducting a Census 

I have aJready mailed in my census form (I have already given information to a (cnsus taker), Why 

am I being contacted (called) by the Census Bureau again! 


Census 2000 isn't entirely OVCL We ar¢ still in tbe process ofconducting the Accuracy and Coverage Evaluation, 

which is coverage measurement survey used to detennine the number of people and housing units missed or 

erroneously included in Census 2000" Household (person) interviewing is being conducted. 


A. I want to be counted in Census 2000.) did not reectve a questionnaireI 

We arc not sme why you did not originally receive a questionnaire. The U.S. Census Bureau made every 

effort to produce It complete list of households for delivering the Census 2000 forms. Househo1ds that 

did not return questionnaires, for whatever reason, were included as part ofour follow«up operations 

During these operations, census enumerators contactoo households from which we did not rC«:lve a 

questionnaire. and conducted an inlervlew with a resident of that household to collect their ecns:us 

information. if, after multiple attempts,. enumerators \\'CfC unable to reach a household member, they 

collected data on that household from neighbors or apartment managers as a last resort, It is quite possible 

that data from your household were captured during these operations. 


n. I am angry!'Wby should I cooperate with a census taker when I have already sent in my completed form? 

Census takers arc visiting all households fOr which 'we didn't have a questionnaire by April 18, If you sent your 

questionnaire prior 10 this date, it's possible that we did not receive it in time to be. excluded from Nonresponsc 

Follow.up- (NRFU). Census takers are instructed to complete all qucstionnaires in their assignment arerut We would 

appreciate your cooperation in completing the questionnaire again. 


.C. I have been asked to complete a census fong fonn questionnaire and would like to exchange it for 
a shon form, Is this possible? 

II is not possible 10 exchange. a long fonn for a short form. Long form census questionnaires arc scnt to approximately 
I in 6 households in the United Stales. Your nns\-vcrs to the long form questionnaire represent other addresses in your 
neighborhood 1hal arc not designated for thc long ronn. Selectively exchanging the long form for thc short fonn will 
bias our long fonn data and not bc a representative sample of your area. As in previous censuses, the Census Bureau 
uses sampling, based on established scientific methods, as a cost effective tool to collect additional infomlalion 
needed to implcment and evaluate f-cderal and stille programs, Evcry queslion asked has a specific fcderallcgislalivc 
or judicial mandate Of requirement. 

O. To wbom do J report the inl'lppropriate behavior/appearance of a census taker? 

We regret that the behavior/appearance of the enumerator was not busincss~like and up to Census Bureau standards. 
This should be rctlorted to the Assistant Manager for Field Operations, or to the Manager of the Local Census Office. 
You may get the telephone number for Lhc Local Census Officc from Directory Assistan«: or from the Census internet 
site at ~ttp:I/",'1\'W census.gov/jobs2000/www/whcrc.html (Note to Census Bureau headquarters staff: take the 
initiative to gn on the internet site and provide tbe appropriate I,CO telephone number to the questioner;) 

E. Why is 8 census emp10yee <unlading me by telephone when I have already sent in my completed form? 

There may be other reasons that the Census Bureau is contacting your household by telephone (or in person). These 
operations include: 

• Follow-up reinterviews to check the completeness and accuracy ofcensus taker pcrfonnance (if the 

respondent cannot be reached by telephone. he or she may be "isitoo 10 person) 




,. 
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• Qucstiormairc edits to 

• complete infonnation for a large household, or 

• check inconsistencies in answers to a submitted questionnaire 

• An Accuracy and Coverage Evaluation survey of sample households who have mailed back Census 

2000 questionnaires to measure the overall and differential coverage of the U.S. population in Census 

2000 


F. I have received a census questionnaire package that is defective (pages missing, etc.). What do I do to 
receive a complete census questionnaire package? 

If you have received a damaged census questionnaire package or onc that is missing a postage-paid rctwn envelope or 
pages of the questionnaire, call Telephone Questionnaire Assistance at 1-800-471-9424 for another census 
questionnaire package. Their hours arc 8:00 AM to 9:00 PM for all time ?Ones through June 30. By calling early in 
the morning or later in the evening, you will more likely avoid peak calling hours and get the assistance you need 
promptly. We apologizc for the inconvenience that this may have caused you. After completing the census 
questionnaire, please mail it as soon as possible. Participation in Census 2000 is a very important civic 
responsibility. The data collccted in Census 2000 are used to apportion the U.S. House of Representatives among the 
slates, draw legislative districts within states, and allocate more than $185 billion in annual Federal funding to 
communities all over the United States. . 

G. I have received (two or more) two questionnaires, at least one a long (arm (D2) and the other(s) a short 
form (DI). Which questionnaire(s) should I answer? 

Please compare the addresses on each of the questionnaires. Ifonc (or more) addressees) is incorrect, ignore that 
(those) questionnaire(s) and answer the questionnaire with the best address. If both (all) addresses are correct, pick 
the one with the address that is closest to the current, correct address. It is possible a Census taker may visit you, even 
if you mail baek your questionnaire. We will be continuing to verify census information. 

ll.Why am I receiving two or more duplicate questionnaires from the Census Bureau? 

In preparing our address list for mailing Census questionnaires, we tried to be as inclusive as possible. We started 
with our 1990 address list and added address information from the U.S. Postal Service, and local and tribal 
governments as well as field checks by census workers to build a comprehensive address list. However, this inclusive 
process sometimes results in duplicate addresses and, thus, multiple questionnaires. Before we eliminate any address 
from our list, we have a nwnber ofcensus operations which review and verify these addresses. These review 
procedures are designed to resolve duplicate addresses and will continue through spring and summer of this year. 

I. What should I do when I receive duplicate (arms? 

We understand we may have delivered more than one census questionnaire to your residence. We are asking you: 

• to select the addressed form that best represents your current, correct address. 

• Please ignore the other questionnaires and return your selected form in the postage-paid return 

envelope that has your current. correct address. 


• We ask that you do not use or mail back the other questionnaires. 

You may be visited by a Census taker, even if you mail back your questionnaire. We will be continuing to verify 
census information. 
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J.Why are you wasting the taxpayers~ money? 

This is no{ a waste of the taxpayers' money. Out process is designed to produce the most complete counl of the 
Nation's population. Only a small proponiM ofhouscholds in the United States will receive multiple questionnaires. 
We \!,'Quld appreciate your heJp in doing what you can to mail back the questionnaire with the correct address 
information. 

K. I receil'cd ill pre-census Jetter with an incorrect address. How will the Census Bureau ensure tha.t the 
questionnaire will be mailed to my correct address? 

At the time the address was impnnted on these letters. an extra digit was erroneously inserted in front of lhe house 
number. Howev!:r, the postal bar code, used for mail sorting at delivery, was printed corrcctly. Therefore, we have 
bcen assured by Ihe Unitc-d States Poslal Service that they can deliver the advance letters. 

Quality assurance procedures have been reviewed, Om research shows that this printing problem is limited to these 
advance letters and ",>in nave no effect on the questionnaire or reminder card delivered later by the postal service or on 
the questionnaire dropped oIT by census employees in our updatelleave operation. Census questionnaires and 
reminder cards \-vill be delivered to your correct address. 

L. Why did I receive a letter with a return envelope and no questionnaire enclosed? 

For the first time, the Census Bureau is alerttng the American public, via an advance Jetter, to the importance of the 
upcoming Census and alerting them that a questlonnnire win be arriving in the mnil soon or ",ill be ieft by a census 
cnumcralOf. If you 'Will note, the first sentence of the lettor reads either" About one week from now, you wiU receive n 
U.S, Census 2000 fonn in the m.1i! "or "In the next fewwecks, a census worker will dehveryour U.S. Census 2000 
form." This letter also is used as a way for those needing a questionnaire in 11 language other than English-Spanish, 
Korean., Chinese, Vietnamese, or T agaiognto request such a questionnaire by checking the appropriate box on the 
reverse side of the letter and returning it in the c""osed postage·pnid envelope, If you do not need a foreign lnnguage 
qucstionlU1irc, ),('U do not need to do anything with the enclosed return envelope. 

M, Why are you printing instruttions on the pre~ccnsus letter in languages other than English? 

A nationwide population census ofall people residing in the United States was established by the United Slales 
Constitution, Anic1e I, Sectlon 2. 1n Qrder to redure the number of people historita11y undercountcd in n population 
census., for e.xample, recent immigrants, the Census Bureau decided to print questionnaires in 5 languages to improve 
the response among the non~ 
English speaking population. 

N.Whnt is the Census Bureau doing to promote Census 2000? .. 
The Census 2000 Partnership and Marketing Program i5- a multi-faceted effort to remind the general population. 
about the census, educate those members of the public who do not understand the purpose of the census and its 
significance to their wmmunities, and m~tivate them to complete their census questionnaires, The Census Bureau 
rcoognizes that c.iITercnt segments of the population respond in different ways and with different levels of trust and 
willingness to p,.rtieipalc tn the census" The Partnership and Mnrkcting Program incorporates five components 
designed to reach these populations in the manner mosi nppropriatc to each, Together, these componenlS provide 
many vehicles tc reach people many times ¥ in the places where they live, work, go to school, and play, 

The five components of the Partnership and Marketing Program arc: 

" The estab1ishment ofpartnerships with state, local. and tribal govemtner1ts. commuru1y groups, advocacy groups, 
~abor unions, trade and professional associations, service organi7J1tions. rcljgious organizations, schools. youth 
groups, storesllocal businesses, chambers ofcommerce. and media organi:r.3tions. 
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• A dire<:t mail campaign designed to draw attention to the ecnsus questionnaire when it arrives in people's 
mailboxes, 

* A paid advertising tampaign to generate awareness alxmt Census 2000 via print, broadcast and outdoor 
advcnising . 

• A media relations campaign to encourage positivc. infonnativc coverage emphasizing the importance of 
responding to the census, 

* Promotions and special events to provide non·lru-catcning, fun, educational activities in communities and schools, 
particulnrly in hard~to-cnumcr3ie areas. 

Ex.nmples of the many opportunities for partners' participation in the census include having local governments 
participate in the compilation of address lists; sponsoring workshops, conferences, speaker bureaus, and community 
meetings; developing and distributing materials to constituents/clients/members endorsing the census and explaining 
the importance of participating; generating positive media <:ovcrage about the census; re<::ruiling community members 
to work as address listers, enumerators, and Questionnaire Assistalt«: staff; donating space, such as space for training 
and Questionnaire Assistance Centers; and providing advice and support to the Census Bureau on the development of 
data collection strategies, particularly v.ith regard to hard·{o-cnumCfZlte populations. 

O.How will Telephone Questionnaire Assistance (TQA) operators handle callers who have difficulty 
completing the long form questionnaire? 

The Census Bureau has dedded not to conduct long fonn questionnaire interviews by telephone. This decision reflects 
the need to sealc baek the requirements for the TQA Program in a manner consistent ,,"ith the available level of 
funding. The operator will inform the caller that an enumerator will collect their long form data during a subsequent 
follow~up operation, The long Conn holders will only receive assistance, whereas ule short form holders wlU be 
interviewed. 

The TQA operators will provide assiswnee or conduct intcrviews for lhe short form questionnaires. 

P. Why don't you have a lottery to inerease cooperation with the census? 

After the 1990 census, the Census Bureau appointed a Sweepstakes Committee to investigate the issues and questions 
of using n sweepstakes to increase participation in the census. After consideration of legal and other issues relating to 
this approach and meeting with representatives ofa corporation involved with sv.'CCpstakes, the Committee made its 
feC01lUtlcodation that we should no~.~~~ v.-ith research and development on this oonccpL 

Q.Census workers rCt;ently contacted our house but asked only about our address. Why are they tollecting 
addresses mere than a year before the Census? 

Census workers are updating our address lists that \'\-'Cre obtained primarily from the U.S. Postal Service and the 1990 
census address list Postal Service letter carriers also will check the final mailing lists for Census 2000 just before they 
deliver the questionnaires to ensure that aU housing units to which they deliver mail receive a form. In areas without 
house numbers and street names, census workers jist the address ofeach housing unit or other structure they sec where 
1:'1 person lives or could live, note on their map the localion of eaeh housing unit, and update the map they are using 
with any new street.. or street names. Census workers can locate housing to dehver, or leave or complete a 
questionnaire. 

R. What type of automation is being incorporated in Census 2000? 

The major features of automation for Census 2000 include data capture methodology that will accorrullodate the usc 
of respondent-friendly questionnaires. The Census Bureau has identified comportents of the data captUfC process that 
may be best performed by private~sector partners although it will not limit itself to creating in-house solutions. The 
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Census Bureau will tuke ndvantnge of available commercial off·the·shclfhardware and software representing 
advancements in information technology and systems. 

The Census Bureau will opernle the National Processing Center and work \vith contractors who will opcmte three 
processing centers responsible for data capture functions including: 

.. A full electronic dala capture and processing system to record an image ofevery questionnaire 

*' Questionnaires returned by mail \\111 be sorted automatically to ensure timely capture' ofcritical infonnation needed 
before 

nonrcsponse follow-up (census workers enumerate addresses for Vo-hich we have not received a completed 
questionnaire), 

*' Optieal mark rtwgnition will be used for all thcck·box data items. 

*' Intelligent character rccognition OCR) will be used to capture write-in character-based data items. 

*A clerical keying operation will capture and resolve difficult ICR cases. 

*A quality as;;urancc review will be conducted on data keying and scanning activities . 

.. The use ofelectronic imnging and captured data Vtill reduce the logistical and staffing requirements that handling 
large volumes 

of paper questionnaires would require. 

SJJow does the Census Bureau plan to 'use sampling now that the Supreme Court has prohibited its use'! 

On January 25, 1999, the Supreme Court upheld' 195, Title 13, United States Code, prohibiting the Census Bureau 
rrom using statistital sampling to determine the population count for congressional apportionment purposes (No. 
9&-5M. Clinton, President of the United States, et at v. Glavin el ai., on appeal from the United Slatcs District Court 
for the Eastern District of Virginia), 

Though the Court's deeision docs affeailic way in which the Census Bureau uses sampling to oollcct additional 
information, tire Census Bureau win use a sampling ratio of about one long form (sample) questionnaire for every SIX 

households to obtain sample data on content as it has in prc\'ious censuses. We plan to include sample questions on 
place of birth. work status last year, income, ancestry, monthly rent. veteran status, diSllbiHty, plumbing and kitchen 
facilities, and others, This sample for content provides the necessary data to produce a Vr1dc array of infoonntion for 
redistrictinG nnd supply data on social, economic, physical cllaractenstics of housing. and financial characteristics, 

T. What are some of the important milestone dates for condu(ting the census? 



Continued from previous page••• 

' .........................,..... " ........ " ..,""'..........................................................................................-....., ......,,"""""""'........................................ 
IMPORTANT MILESTONFJ> 

............................................=......= ......= ...= = ""' ...... ..;;:::......=,......= = ......=
......= ......= ...................;;;;' .....';;;;';:::;......;= ....= .... ......= ......=.
~ 

START DATE! rNISIi l~ 'EVF.NT DESCRIPTION 

i II 11 
"'m'.mmm'...........J~~:t:~........ ,.........,... .................................! ... .....................,..... ""'..'.m................ "..... •................ 


,i

ii 


ill/l/OO j 3/30/00 j UpdalcfLeave 1This is conducted in arCAS with predominately nOfrdlY-$'IyLe

ill..111~~~;r;;~~;~~~~~~~:':~:;:~:~?~::~:f~=::~r 

i.·111/3l/oo r"100 IiLi,l/Enumcration (Including IEomn"""" will ~.I",h ho"",,",' io "'Y «mek ru '"'" 

II ...JII~'ask') ............,',.........,1 ~;;~,~~~=':0d=:~::~=~:~;'~,='~~=

i13i3,o0 il6108100 !iTclcphollC Questionnaire IAlall·(... """,h<m<.,m", will b< ""widol h, ~ _":,,ci,j'phlmO 
Ii i HAssistance (TQA) cenler to pr~Ce:.respoOO;n!s assls:ance ~plCh~8 their Census
i,i i ii 2000 questKmnam:s ASSI/i.!s,,cc will he available 10 severnl 
, i: !t languages. 

!t~~~:~:.~..........·..;r.~·~~.~~::::J!_~~~~~~·~F~~~~~P"(N'Rf'U) :·:-.15~;~;~~J~~~~f.~;~;~:~~:~:~:~~~.~:~·:·:~:·:~·:~.·:~'~.'.'.'.'.'.' 

1!7127/00 ;:8/15/00 HCovcragc Jrnproverncnt Followup '; The purpose ofthis opetation is to impmve coverage ofpcrrons ill 

II It !t.. ..___..__ ._ _.~ __. l:;~~£;e~~l~~~~:::~~~:f~cdt~~I!~~;~:~~~ 
!f3/7/0'O"""""·"'''i[8/24/oo'lfD~t;''c~Pt~;~''''................ ......·~ITh~:~~~ticn i~"~:~~~·i·~·~'~'~~;.;'~~;U~;~~~·;;~~~~~~~~i·~~ 

~L.......m"""""m" .... n"","..............JL .._........................................,,,,"""""",,......W::~.O'.(;i?I1l.~t.e.t.p.~.~,~.t;:. w,,""""' .,,' m ________ ......... ______________ ••""." 


1112131/00 1: 12I31100fDclivery ofApportionment Data 1:By legal mandate, apportionment dilla \\-111 be delivored 10 the 


!!,"".,__,.,_____________...~~l.m ............. "."~!,,"""::::::::............. m ................................ll~.~~ent ofthe .~~.~.~.~:~~:.........".___ "..."."""""mmm_"_....m'mm"......... .. 


!i211210J il1:131/01 i!Rcdistricting Data ; Complete the rdeuc ofredistric1inB data to the stales. 

,. ..::::::,:S,::::::::~;;;=;;=;;;;;..' ...,.m......... .,"m::::;"";;;~,,::..:,'::,'.................;.."'-':'=:::;;:;;;,;:::"":"";::;::;;;;';:;::;;;;;",,,mm=;;;,,;;;,,:;::;,,,;;::;,=.; 


U. What is the Census Bureau dQing to provide non.English language assistance? 

Those households who receive lhe census fonn in the rnait \<,-,11 have the option of requesting the questionnaire in 
Spanish. Chinc.sc. Tagalog, Vietnamese, or Korean, Those individuals or households who believe that they were not 
included on a form or did not receive a fonn.can use the Be Counted questionnaires that will be available in public 
areas. The Be Counted forms will be printed in English, Spanish, Chinese, Tagalog. Vietnamese, and Korean. 

The Census Bureau i~ also launching the Census 2000 Language Program. The goal is to provide census information 
and to overcome languagc barriers that might prevent any individual from full participation in the decennial census, 
Census 2000 Language Assistance Guides will usc visual aids to assist respondents completing the Census 2000 
maiVout/baek questionnaires. There will be one short fOmi and long fonn guide in each of the following languages: 

http:Chinc.sc
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V. Are there differences in the ways you count big cities and smail rural towns? 

Improving our address list is a key dement in making sure we reach people everywhere in the U.S. Prutncrships with 
Ic<al governments and American 1ndian tribal officials is the fIrst step in making sure our address list is as accurale as 
possible. Every address will receive Ii letter in advance of the census, the questionnaire, and a thank you/reminder 
card, but the \ova]' these items nrc delivered \\--111 vary between big cities and ruralarcas. 

In places where street addresses arc used for maii delivery by the U.S. Postal Service, we will mail the questionnaire to 
the residence. In rural areas where ruml roulribox number, post office box, and/or general delivery addresses arc used, 

.' enumerators will canvass each block before the census to create an address list of all living quarters. At the time of tlle 
census, cnumcmtors will deliver questionnaires: to eaeh address and check the address Jist <lgain to ensure th.at it 
includes every housing unit. 

W, Why are the address list and maps so important for Census 20001 

The address list and related maps nre the foundation of a complete and accurate census. Some of the people not 
counted in the 1990 census were missed because the C..ensus Bureau did not know their housing unils existed, A 
complete .address list will ensure iliat Census 2000 will be accurate. Up·to-<iatc maps will help the Census Bureau 
verify where each housing unit isloc3ted. 

X. Can tbt local or tribal government use the address list fo~ other p.urposes? 

The only purpose for which this address Jisl can be used is to conduct Census 2000 and other Census Bureau 
programs. Only individuals who agree. under oath, to keep the address infonnation confidential may review the 
address list, . 

By law (Tide 13, United. States Code). the Census Bureau cannot share the individual answers it receives wilh others,. 
including wclfnre agencies, the Immigration and Naturalization Service, the Internal Revenue Service., courts. or 
poliee. The military personnel who help with the census Qn·base nre SW{)rn to protect !.he confidentiality ofyour 
answers. Anyone who bteaks this law can receive up to 5 years in prison and $5,000 in fltleS:, The law works­
millions ofquestionnaires were processed during the 19905 without any breach of trust. 

Y. Will tbe Census Bureau provide funds to support local or tribal address lists lind mnp review activities? 
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The Census Bureau has no funding to reimburse local or tribal governments for mooey or staff time !hey spend on 
address list and map review activities. 'lhis is a partnership program. The participating govcrnment agrees to review _. 
and update these materials. Beuer maps and a better address Jist will Jead (0 a better census, which will assure that 
local and tribal governments receive their full allocation of federal funding based on population, 

Participating governments should contaet their Census Bureau regional offices by elearonic mail or telephone with 
any questions. The Census Bureau cstablished a help desk at 1~888~879*665G for localitlcs with computer readable 
files and this number will remain operational until at least August 2000. The Census Bureau has offered regional 
planning agencies and the State Data Centers the opportunity to assist the Census Bureau in implemcnting the 
program, 

II. Participation in the Census 

A. Why should people fiU out their census forms? 

Participating in the census is in the individuals' O....1l self interest. Pooplc who answ-cr the census help their 
communities obtain federal and state funding and valuable information for planning schools, hospilals, roads. and 
more. For example, census infomUl.tioo helps decision makers understand which neighborhoods need new schools and 
which ones need greater services for the elderly. But they ...till not be able to tell what your neighborhood needs ifyou 
do not fill oui your census form, 

B. How is the privacy ofthc respondents protected? 

The numbers \vc publish are combined with thousands of answers from people in your neighborhood and across the 
oountry, No one, except sworn Census Bureau employees, ean sec your questionnaire or link your name witb your 
responses.1n fact, the law provides severe penalties for any ccnsus employee that makes your answers knov.ll, 
(Detailed fnfonnation) 

III. The Census Questionnaire 

A. Why dots the census form have room for only si1: people? 

The Census Bureau decided to adopt a six-p(!rson questionnaire for Census 2000"which would apply to both the sbort 
and long-fonn questionnaires. Planning estimates putlhc number of mailbaek households with seven Of more persons 
at slightly more than one million households ,'ersus about four minion households with six or more persons. 

Respondents with more than six person hQuseholds- can record the names of the other people on the last page of the 
D* 1or D· J (UL) form. The Census Bureau chocks this page for names and will call the household two 10 three \\'ceks 
later and ask for the census information for those people, 

B. Why do ctnsus forms have so mllny questions? 

Every question in Census 2000 is required by law to manage or evaluate federal programs or is needed to mcclicga! 
requirements stemming from U.S, CQurt deciSIons such as the Voting Act In addition, the data collected by them is us 
much a part ofour Nation's infrastructure 8S highways and telephone lines. Federal dollars supporting schools, 
employment services, housing assistance, highway construction, hospital sct:"iccs, programs for the elderly, and more 
are distributed bas-ed on census data. 

C. How much money is distributed by the federal government based on the census? 

Twenty~tw() of the 25 largest Fcdcrnl funding grant programs offiscal year 1998 are responsible for $162 billion 
being distributed to state. local. and tribal gQVemm~Ls, and about half of this money was distributed using formulas 
involving census population data, according to a report by the General AccoWlting OIliCt.':. We expect that at least 

http:responses.1n
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$182 billion Vt111 be distributed arulUally based on formulas using Census 2000 data. 

D, Wby doc:s the Census need to know about race'? 

Rlltt is k~ to implementing any number of federal programs and it is critical for the basic research behind numerous 
policy decisions. States require these data to meet legislative rodislficting requirements. Also. Lhey are needed to 
monitor compliance with the Voting .Rights Act by localjurlsdictlons. Race data arc required by federal programs that 
promote equal empIO}1Uent opportunity and to assess racial disparities in health and environmenta! risks. The Census 
Bureau has included a question on race since the first census in 1790. 

E. Why does th(~ Census Bureau collect information on Hispanic origin? 

The !970 decennial census was the first to have a question on Hispanic origin on the sample or "long" census rorm. 
Since !980 this question has appeared on mc 100 percent or "short" form, Hispanic origin data arc needed for the 
implementation (if a number offederal statutes such as the enforcell1Cflt ofbilingual election rules under the Voting 
'Rights Act and the monitoring and enforcemenl ofequal employment opportunities w:tdcr the Civil Rigbts Act. 
Additionally, information on people ofHispanie origin is nccdcd by local governments to fWl programs and mcct 
legislative requirements at the community level. For example, these data arc used to help identify segments of the 
population who may not bc rcreiving medical services under the Public Health Act or to evaluate whether financial 
institutions arc meeting credit needs ofminority populations under the Community Reinvestment Act. 

F. What questions are on the census forms? {Follow the links to detailed infonnation.) 

Tbe folloVoing questions will be on the short fonn JJ00%) questionnaire that everyone receives; Tenure (whether a 
housing Wlit is owned or rented). Name, Sex, Age, RelationShip to household. Hispanic Origin, and Race. The long 
form (sample) questionnaire, which goes 10 an average ofone in six households, has the short form questions plus 
additional questions on the following subjects: 

Social characteristics qf Population. marital status. place ofbirthlciti7cnshipiycar ofentry, education-school 
Cl1rolimentieduc<ltionat attainment. ancestry, residence 5 years ago (migration), language spoken at home, veleran 
status, disability, grandparents as caregivers. 

Economic charllcteristics ofPopuJation: labor force status (current). place ofwork and JOUrney 10 work, \\'Ofk status 
last year. industry/occupationJclass ofworker, income (previous year). 

Physical characteristics of Housing: units in structure, number of rooms, number ofbedrooms, plumbing and 
kitchen facilities. year structure built, year moved into unit, house healing fuel, telephone. vehicles available, farm 
resicicnce, . . 

Financial Chflnl!.~tel'istics of Housing: value ofhome. monthly rent, shelter costs (selected monthly owner costs). 

G. How much does it cost to obtatn the long form (sampJe) data? 

Thc long form I:> a cost cffcctive tool for gathering information needed to evaluate and implement fcdernl and slate 
programs. In 1990, the long form added only 11 to 19 percent to the total cost of the census, according to a National 
Academy of ScilIDCCS panel. 

1-1. Does the long form questionnaire decrease the response rate? 

Before 1940. evCfyone had to answer all the questions that the census collected. The long form questions ~ asked only 
ofa sample ofhouseholds F was introduced as a way to collect more data, more rapidly. without incfCasing respondent 
buroen. 

The National Academy of Science's Panel on Census Requirements in the Year 2000 and Beyond looked at the 
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questiOn of whether the long form discourages participation in the census. They found that the difference in mail 
return rates between the long and short (oans in 1990 reduced the ovcn!! mail return rate by less than one percentnge_. 
pOint. 

L Why do you have onc question on race and another question on Uispanic origin? 

On October 30, 1997 the Officc 'ofManagement and Budget (OMS) issued "Standards for Maintaining, Collccting. 
and Presenting Federal Data on Race and Ethnicity." All federal agcnci~, including the Census Burcau, who collect 
and report data on race and ethnicity must follow these standards. Race and cthnkity arc considered to be two 
separate and distinct concepts in this standard, and OMS a~pted the Intcrtlt,'OlCjl Committee for the Review of the 
Racial and Ethnic Standards recommendation that two separate questions ~~ one for rnce and O~ for cthnicilY or 
Hispanic origin -- be used whenever feasible to provide flexibility and ensure duta quality, 

J. Does the Census Bureau collect datu on Hispanic subgroups other than Mexican. Puerto Rican. and Cubnn? 

Yes. 1n Census 2000, likc in the 1990 census, the Hispanic origin question has a write-in line which is used to obtain 
write-in responses of Hispanic subgroups other than the major groups ofMexican, Cuban, and Puerto Ricans, Persons 
with other Hispanic origins such as Salvadoran, Nicaraguan, Argentinean, and so on, wiU be able 10 write in their 
specific origin group. [n fact, the Census Bureau's code list contains over 30 Hispanic or Latino subgroups, For 
Census 2000 maximum detail on Hispanic subgroups will be made available in micro data files while dnta prooucls 
containing tabulations will report less detail information. 

K. How does the layout of the race question correspond to the changes in tbe classification of fate as diret:ted 
byOMB? 

The question on race for Census 2000 has been modified to be consistent with the Office of Management and 
Budget's 
(OMB) revised standards for collecting and tabulating data on fllCC and ethnieity .. First, the instructions on racc now 
rcad 
" Mark IXI one or more races to indicate what this person considers himselflherself to be," Sccon~, thrce separate 
response 
identifiers (Indian (Arner.), Eskimo, and Aleut) used in the 1990 Census arc combined into one response categoty ~ • 
American Indian or Alaska Native~-for Census 2000, Third, the Asian and PacifIC Islander groups listed in two 
colwnns under 
the spanner" Asian or Pacific Islander" on the 1990 Census questionnaire arc now grouped into two separate 
categories: 
I) Asian and 2) Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, The detailed Asian groups are listed alphabetically in 
the first two 
columns and the detailed Pacific Islander groups arc listed in the third column alphabetjcally after the Native 
Hawaiian response calcgory. Fourth, in 1990 there "Y.'Cre two write·in ltfCas: one for lndian (Arner.) and a shared area 
for Other Asian and 
Pacific Islander (Other API) and Other Race, For Census 2000, there are three v.Tite·in areas for people to provide 
more 

·detailed information on an American Indian or Alaska Native tribe, an Other Asian group, an Other Pacific Islander 
grouP. or 
Some Other Race. On this fonn, the wrilc~in area for an Other Asian b'TOUP and for an Other Pacific Is1ander group is 
shared. 

L.. Why were some questions on the 1990 form deleted from the 20001 

Deciding which subjects to include is an interactive process involving the Census Bureau, the Office ofManagement 
and Budget, and the U,S, Congress, To balance concerns about the intrusiveness of the decennial census, the many 
requirements placed on federal agendes, and the needs of state, local, and tribal governments to manage programs. 
only those subjects that had specific fcdcrallegislative justification .....-ere recommended for Census 2000. 
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M. Why were some Qf the questions on the )990 short form moved to the Census 2000 long rorm? 

For Census 2000, the Census Bureau bas proposed subjccts'on the short fonn only when data arc both nceded in 
response to legislative requirements and requlHxi at the block ]cvel ~ the smallcsllevcl of geography for which we 
report information. Thereforc. wc moved five 5ubjl.'Cts that were asked orevery housing Wlil in !990 to the long fonn, 
which will go out to a samplc of housing units in 2000. 'fllCSC subjects include marital status, units in structure, 
number of rooms, vaJue of Mme, and monthly rent 

N. Why did you add questions to the Census 2000 form that were not in fhe 1990 Census? 

Only one now subject was added to the Census 2000 questionnaire: grandparents as caregivers. This addition 
oomplies with legislation passed by the 104th Congress requiring that the decellnial census obtain information about 
grandparents who have pornill)' responsibility for care of grandchildren (Title 13, United States Code, Chapter 5, 
Section 141) 

0. What have you done to make it easier to fill out the form? 

The Census Bureau has been working with private sector dcsigners to produce forms that are easy to read and 
understand, simple to fill out and mail back, and help people understand the importance oramm:cring the census. 
Some of the user-friendly features include the follo\\ing: 

• Symbols to help guide; 

• A larger, easier to read type face; 

• Navigational aids to guide the rcspondenllhrough the questionnaire; 

*' Instructions \~Tittcn directly on the fann instead of in a separate bouide; and 

*' Graphics that illustrate census benefits. 

P. What are the spedfic differences in the way you are planning to conduct the 2000 census from the way it 
was dont: in 1990? 

Although there arc many aspects of Census 2000 that arc different from the 1990 Census, the key differences nrc: 

*' Using address information provided by the US. Postal Service, 

• Asking statc. 1<x:a(and tribal governments to help correct census maps and address lists. 

• firsl4imc utilizing paid advertising by extremely qualified experts. 

.. Creating OJ new "user~fricndly" questionnaire that will be simpler and casier for respondents to unde:rstand and fill 
out. 

'" Digitally capturing offorms enabling us to scan responses directly into computers that can read handwriting, 

• Using "matching" software that allov.'S us to check individual blocks and identify multiple responses from the same 
oousehold. This allows the Census Bureau to provide more opportunities for !.he public to respond, including placing 
forms caned "Be Counted" documents in community locations across the country. 

Q. How long dO($ it take to complete the forms? 

Compared \\<ith 1990, there is a significant improvement in the estimated time required to complete boUt the short and 
long fonus. [n 1990. it was estimated to takc 14 minutcs to complete the short form and 43 minutcs to complete the 
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long fOnTI. For Census 2000. it will oniy take about 10 minutes to complete the short form and 38 minutes for Ule long 
fom!. 

R.lsn't there an easier way that would take less time and m(lney, such as use of public records or private 
companies, to compile the population figures? 

No oUter goverruncolagcncy has infonnation on every pcrsoo in the United States. And no private company is 
equipped to bring on the number of temporal)' workers needed to take the c.ensus. Some people think lhatlhe Postal 
Servitc ought to do the census. The Postal Service delivers all the questionnaires that are mailed to individual 
addresses and picks up and returns the bulk ofLhem. But we still need to hire temporary workers to visit those 
househo1ds that do not mail back a questionnaire. The key job for postal workers is to assist the U,s. Census in 
developing the address list and to locate mailboxes. Righi now, the best way for American taxpayers to savc money 
on the census is to fill out and mail back their census questionnaire. 

IV. Census 2000 Data (The Census 2000 Data Products At a Glace has been placed on the internet 
at; 

b!in:!lv.ww,ccnsus,gov/popgl!!HQ!y'~,?!~)vlccnsusdatalc2kproduels.hlml) 

A. When will data from the census be available? 

for data products required by law (Title l3, United States Codel, we will deliver !he products on or before the 
specified dates. These data products include delivery of the state population counts to the President within nine 
months ofCensus Day (on or before December 3 i, 2000). These counts arc used to reapportion the scats in the u.s. 
House of Representatives. 

Under the Voting Rights Act, the Census Bureau is required to provide the states with race and ethnic data for small 
geographic areas to be used for thc redistricting process spccified in P.L. 94~171 by April 1,2001. After discussing 
and consulting with stakeholders and advisors, including the Department of Justice, the Census Burcu\1 has decided to 
meet the ru;eds of redistricting by providing the sixty-three categories of race in combination with HispanicILatino 
categories tabulated [or both lotal population and people ofcigteen years of age or over. 

Ot.hc:r products ""ill be released on a flow basis from JWlC, 2001, through September, 2003. 

B, now wilt data from Census 2000 be made available? 

Census 2000 data will 00 disseminated mainly using a new data retrieval system called the American f nctFinder ' 
(AfF). Census 2000'dala products will be available on a flow basis beginning January 2001, The American 
FactFinder will be accessible to the widest possible array of users through the Internet, through intermediaries, 
including the nearly 1.800 State Data Centers and affiliates, the 1,400 Federal Depository libraries.and other libraries, 
universities, and private organizations. 

The American FactFindcr ",11 find and retrieve the information nceded at the geography ofclmlce from some of the 
largest census databases, The American FaetFindcr is accessible directly from the Census Bureau's new website, 

Census 2000 wilt otTer five categories of proouets: 

Profiles 
DemographiC Profiles for both 100 percent aru! sample data 
(AFF; Cl).ROM; print); and Congressional District Profiles, for 
both 100 percent aru! sample data( AFF; Cl).ROM; print by special request). 

Printed Reports 

Demographic Profiles and Table Shells (AFF; CD-ROM; print) 
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Populations Totals (AFF. CD-ROM, print by special request). 

Electronic Fifes 

Redistricting Data Public Law 94-171 Summary File (APF; CD-ROM; 

print by special requcst); 100 percent Summary File (APF; CD-ROM;)
Sample Summary file (AFr; CD-ROM) 
Congressional Dislrict Summary Files {AFF: CD~ROM) 

Quick Tables and Geographic Summary Tables 

{AFF; some CD-ROM; some in print}. 


Microdata Files 

Public Usc Mie,odala Sample (PUMS) 5% File (AFF; CD-ROM) 

Full microoala tabulations. (AFF). 


I'" ................... ....... ,' .F.i.~.~!.~M::!~~~~:~i?~~:i::!:?:?Q::g~:~~~,~.~;;:~~,~~,.!.~,.9?~.~,~~,2000 """""':::::::"::'::::::::::::::::..:::::':']! 
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;t:~~~~j:~~o===]CPH:2'R~P;;;;;""""""'r~~~~f,~~~!fi~~ary,P;i~i;;;JR~;;;;~s'''''''''''''''''''''''''l 

:.................................. ........... 

Populntion and Housing 
Characteristics for Census 
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...................... ____________________________________________ 
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for Metropolitan Areas and 
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! .....................-~.~.~.~.........".,l~.~..~~.~~.~.~..~~:.~~~~t- ...........,............:"': ......,
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II 
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: _I 

..........................mm........··T _
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:1 
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C. What Hispanic origin data will be available? 


The Census Bureau is in the process ofplannjng data products for Census 2000. Most of our products will be released 
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through the American FactFindcr. We arc in the process of identifying the content and presentalion ofthcse data. 
Generally, we plan to release some of the data products that were available in the 1990 census, 

The release of spccial reports will depend on internal and external funding. We plan to seck outside money from 
stakeholders that wish us to focus (to a particular population group and/or issue. ­

D. \Vhat kind of data will the Census Bureau provide on people without conventional housing? 

For Census 2000, the Census Bureau will produce only one category showing the number of persons tllbulated at 
"Emergency and transitional shelters." People enumeratoo at shelters for abused women (shelters against domestic 
violence or family crisis tenters), soup kitchens, regularly scheduled mobile food vans, and targeted nonshcltercd 
outdoor locations wm be tabulated uno the category "Other noninstitutional group quarters population." The categorv 
win include people enumerated at ' , 

.. Shelters with sleeping facilities, low-005t hotels and motels, and holels/motds used by cities to house the homeless 
regardless ofcost 

E. Ilow will ~c e:uJleet information on people without con\fentionlll honsing? 

An operation caned Scrvicc~Based Enumeration (SBE) 15 designed to provide people with no usual residence, who 
might not be included through other enumeration methods, an oppOrtunity to be enumerated. Additionally, people v,ith 
no usual residence will be able to pick up Be Counted questionnaires at selected non-SBE service locations, such as 
travelers' aid centers and health care dinics. 

F. Will the Census 2000 count Americans overseas? 

For Census 2000 the Census Bureau will oncc more include overseas counts in the census using definitions and 
procedures similar to those used in 1990. U. $, military and federal civilian personnel stationed overseas and their 
dependents living \\ith them will bc included in the overseas population counts and the Census 2000 apportionment 
counts, Included in these eounls will be members of the U.S. Anned Forces on miliUUy vessels assigned to a home 
port in n foreign country and their dependents overseas W1th them. Private U.S. citizens living abroad will not be 
included in the overseas counts in Census 2000, 

Overseas -counts by home state '\\,111 be provided by departments and agencies of the federal government from their 
administrative records. These counts will be used solely for reapportioning seats in theUS. House of 
Representatives. The data 'will not provide the suhwstate geographical precision required (0 conduct CongressionaJ 
redistricting. 

G. Will people of mixed radal or dhnic heritage be able to identify themselves on the form? 

Yes, In Oetober 1997 the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) issued revised federal standards ror collecting 
and presenting data on rru.:e and -cthnicity, Among other changes, the standards allow respondents when answering the 
race question option to "mark or select one or more races," The OMB made this modification after considering 
recommendations from its Interagency Committee for the Review of Racial and Ethnic Standards, infonnation 
obtained through publIc hearings and other sources of public opinion, and test results from the Census Bureau and 
other federal agencies. 

n. If respondents are anowed to mark mDre than one racial category, how wiH that affect response and 
reporting 

of r~ce? 

In the 1996 Census Survey, the Census Bureau tested revIsions to the questionnaire that would allow multiple 
responses to the race question. There was no evidence that any (If these experimental treatments had a negative effect 
on lhe final mail response rates. Also, we do not expect the instruction "mark one or more" to significantly affect 
reporting of racc. because fewer than two percent of respondents ~n recent tests used this option. 
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J. How do [ Answer the question on Race? 

Each respondent decides his or her racial identity, For the first time ever, people \\-;th mixed racial heritage may select 
marc than one raciaI category. The groups shown in the census race question can be colIapsed into the minimum facc 
categories needed by the federal government: "White," "Black or African American," "American Indian and Alaska 
Native," "Asitl.I1." and "Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific lslandcr." People who mark the American lndiOfl or Alaska 
Native category nrc asked to provide the name ofUlcir principal or enrolled tribe. People who select Ute "Other 
Asian," "Other Pacific Islander,1I or "Some oilier race" are asked to 'wrile-in their specific race. 

J. How Should Hispanics Answer the Race question? 

People ofHispmlic origin mlly be ofany race and should answer the question on race by marking one or more race 
categories 
shown on the qw!stionnaite, including \Vhile, Black or African American, American Indian and Alaska Nauvc, Asian, 
Native 
Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, and Some Other Racc. Hispanics shQuld indicate their origin in lhe: Hispanic 
ongm 
question. not in the rnce question tx.x;lluse in federal statistical systems ethnic origin is considered to be: a separate 
concept from race. 

K Does Everyone Need to Answer the Question 011 Hispanic Origin? 

Yes, the Hispanic origin question must be answered by EVER YONE, Those who are not of Hispanic origin arc asked 
to mark the box "NO, not Spanish.iHispaniclLatino.« People who are of Hispanic origln arc asked to indicate the 
specific group they belong to: Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, or other groups, slK:h as Spanish, Honduran. or 
Venezuolan. 

v. About the Census Bureau 

A. What docs the Census Bureau do between censuses? 

The ~nnjal census is well known because it is a national even( that involves everyone. However. the Census Bureau 
conduets numerous other censuses and surveys for govenunent, private entities, and individuals tiS \vcll as tabulating 
the decennial data and publishing the tables and data. These activities include the planning", preparation, conducting, 
and publishing ofdata for numerous economic and demographic surveys and censuses, such as the Census of 
ManufactW'e5, American Housing Survey, Conswncr Expenditure Surv{,')'; 1997 Economic Census:Numerical List of 
Manufactured & Mining Prodllcts; Survey oflncomc and Program Participation; U.S, Merchandise Trade: Exports, 
General Imports, ana Imports for Consumption; Manufacturers' Shipments, lnvcntories, and Orders to list just a few. 
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form.s and records, \lOa o-ilier data discrimiuatian and differentlal end ethnic categories Int forth in the 
coliOcuoru, m addition. OMS has. tmutrrtlpt! because of their race w ,.tandnrd chould be developed uslng 

Rcprodu<:ed by the Library ofCongress, Congressional Research Service. 
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appropriaiQ .cl(\'ntHic methodologies. . Tho princip&l objoctive of tho ro~i.1w on tho toviow process, including 1:1 • 
including thQ aocisJ .dences, 'has- boon to enhance the aCCUl'l'lC}' flfth& aummury altho comments on tho June 

,4. TbQ mclrulU'ld llilink categories demographic information collected by 1994 Federal Regtate!' NoUco, ftnd 
should be comprohensive in coverage th~ f'odcm1 Govern.tnllnt. Tho sl4rtiJl8 cffCMd e fin8l opportunlty for COm.Jll(lnt 
and produco compatible, potnt for tho review W(iS the minimum on tho research to 00 conducted during 
nondupticativ(l. rucchlU'lgcablu datil set of categorles fur data on mco ODd 199ft (5) OMB.f1lff have also dlsCU3SCd 
IlCl'(l$S Fooeral agencies., . -ethniclty that hll.vti provided tho rovlew process with various 

5. Forem.ost consideration should bo .infonnaUon Cor more than 20 yOIU'S for interested groups and havo mad!) , 
gIven to data ftggrng&tions by raco and a variety of pu.rposas. and the prusontiltionS at numerous mootings. 
nthnicity that aN: useful for sfatisticnl rccogultlon of tho tmportnnce ofbcing The.ecood element of the NW1eW 
analysis and program administration able to maintain this historical proCess invoivoo'rcsCW'Ch and testing of 
and asscssment, buarlng In mind that continuity.,Thfi review pl'OCt!SS has bed various proposed cblUlgC1. Th(l_ 
the .tandards aro not Intended to be two major elements: (ll public COtnDletlt categorlos in OMB'a Dlroclivo No. 15 iltO 

used to llstnblish eligibility for on tho present 5tandard•• which holped' used not only to produce datil on the 
part1cip4Uon [n any federal program. to Idontify concerns and provided ' ,demographIc characturlstlcs (,If tho 

6. The s.tandurds should be devcloped n\W1lJl'OUI .uggO$tlcos fOT thrulging the population; but also to monitor civil 

to mfi{. at .. minimum. Federal standards; and (2) research Glld tcslJng rigb.1$ en!on;ru:nent and program 

legislative o.nd progWnmatk related to aucsslng tho posslblo effiKts. implementation, R.esoarch was 


·tcquirements. Cou$:idemtion should al.o "ofiJUggested change$ on the quality and "undortaken'toprovlde en objective 
00 given to noods at the State and locIll usefulness of tho Nsultlng data. a.sscssment of tho data quality issues 

b th ItS&OCmtod with various approa<:hes t() .li0'VemmentloveIs, including American Pu lie input, the first element of (I coUooting data (ln mco and elhnlcity, To
Indian tribal ~ ALashl Native villago review proci'm, was'rought through a iliotend, tho lntern8oncYCom.m.lttoo's
gover')lments. as well as to geuoral variety ofmearu.: (1) Ourlng: 1993. ' Re;earchWort.I..... Croup, co-chaircd by
socWtal needs for these dsta. " Congressman Thomas C. SawYer. then "'"""'6 • 

7. The calegorlcs should set £ortb 8 Chairritan (If the House Sulx;.ommittee tho Bureau ofthe CenSus and the . 

mlttimum standard; additional on Census. Statistics, and Postal· . Bureau DfLabor Statistics, nwktwcd tho 

cutegories should be permitted provIded . Personool. held four bearings that " vario~ criticisms and suggestions fur 

they can be awegatQd to the 5tmJ.dnrd included 27 witnesses, focusing changing the cu:mmt Clitegories, and 


'dov~ a research agenda fur sorno ofcategories. Tho number of standard partkularly,on th"" \ISO of tho categories' the more f1gnlfic.aut"~ucs iliot had . " 
categorills .hould be kept to A in the 2000 census. {2} At thl) request of . boon identified. Theso issUfis included. ,
manageable altb, dotermin.ed by OMB;the Nntional Academy ,~f - , b~ 1Q ~ollnct data o~ ponoru 'who 
statlsticul concerns and data noods. Scie.~· Committee on Natltlnnl,< " " identify th.eIll5eJves as '.'mulLtmclal",

8. A revised .et of categories should. .. Statistics (CNSTAT) CQDducte~.a , whllther to .cOmbino TIlC~ DIld lfu:panic
be operatiounlly feasibie in term!!. of workshop in Febl.'"lJAt'y 1~94 ttl ruticu1efu origin In (lUO question Of_have separatl)
b<ltden pllK:od upon te~pondcnts; public issues swroundlbg. roVlOW of the" qUesUt?DS on taCQ and Hispanic origin;

,and privata costs to Implement tho ' catugorles. ·The workshop ln~luded . whctlicr to combine thQ -concept'J. of
mvisioW'l should be a w:(ot in ilia ' ropro$OO!8Uves of f\edeml egenctes. taco. -nthniclty. and ftnCiISlty; whether tQ
dl)CisioQ, aC8~em!o.lIOcla! SClenco rosoorc~ . cbJmie tho terminology used for,

9. &y chan~s 10 the categoric. iru>titution., interest groups; private ' parUculur catcgoties; and whether to 
sbould bE! based nn sound . Industry, and a low school d~~ct. (A add now categories to tho cum::nt 
methodilloglcal rcsoo.n:h !Uld sbould surnm.ary or tho workshop. SpotbShl en, minimum set. "' ", 
include evaluations of the impact of fUly Heterogeneity; The- Pedem! Standards Boc8llS(1 the mOdo of data OJUectIon 
changes not only on the usefulness of for Racial and Sumlc CktssificutiOlJ,ls can have an 8frect Oil b?W a ~n 
the nnmttlng data but .. lso on tho avoila~le from CNSTAT.. 21,01 responds. the W1l00,r0h agende proposc-d
comparability of any new categories Constitutlon Avanue. N.W" Illudltls both in .urvays using In-ptmlon
with the existing ones.. ' ·Washington, O:c. ~041.IJ~) (3) On June 9, or telephone interviews and In .ol!· 

10, Any revision to tha categories 1994, OMS publIshed a Fedenl -Ddministered questionnalrcs:.lI·ueb u 
Mould provide fot a crosswalk at the Register (59 FR 29S31-29835) Notice the d~iaJ <:eusu.. which Ill't) ruled 
time cC adoption between the old and that contained ~lJndWurmnti(ln . out by the respondent and mailed back. 
the new categories '0 that hatorlcal data on the d"VldopDlunt ofth~ CUJront Cogn.lUve interviews were conducted 
,erles can be staU.Uce.!ly adjustlld and standards and requesta~ public", "w!ih various groups to provide guidance
comparisons. can be mad .. , comment on: the adeql,lru:y of current on lh1l wording of the questions and the 

11. Becauso of the rwwy and 'IIatilld raclnlllOd ethnlc categories; tho , ' instructlons fur the t~ts end studies, 
needs fUld Itrong interdependouce of principlos thalsho.uld govorn eny 'Tho ~ agenda included geverol 
Federal agencies fur racial and ethnic proposed rovi$l:ous to tho standards-, and majQr l'LItionaitesta, the resnlta of which 
data. any changes to the existing specific sugges.U01l3 f(lr chango.that bad' are dlscusscd throughout the 
categories Mould be the' product of an been offered by individl1~ and tnt~ncy Commlttoo'a Report to the 
interagency CQHahorative effort. intennred groups over. period of ,Office ofManagement and lJudget on " 

12. TIme will 00 allowed to phaso in s:nveral years. wresponse-. OMB the llcview ofStatistical Policy DirecUvc 
fUly new categories. Agencies wUl not be raceiv<td nearJy BOO leuel'$, As part of No. t5! (1) In May 1995"tho Bureau of 
.requlrod to update historu::eJ record., this communt p6rlod and to bring the Labor Statl$~ (BLS) sporuon.td a 

13. Tho now dtrective should bo revLuw closer to the public, OMB also Supplement nn Raco and Ethn!city to 
*pplicablo throughout lh1l u.s. Federa! heard testimony from 94 wim¢$$C$ at tho Current Population Survey (CPS), 
mtistical system. The standard or heanngslmd during July 1994 in ,Tho findlngs wow made availablo in a 
standards must be U$8:ble for the Boston, Denver, 5.rul Francisco. and 1{;g6 report. TesUng Mcthoo& of 
decennial caruu.s, current SW1IflYS, and Hooolulu. (4-) In an August 2tI. 1995, Collecting Racial and Ethnic 
edmlt;tlstmtiv6 rocords, iucludlng those Federal Rcgiater too FR '''614-4(693) In/oMotion: Results ofthe Cummt 
using ~t identification" ,,' Notleo, OMo prqylded an intoriQl,~ Popu/otion Survey Supplcm(Jn~ on Ra~" . 
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(JIId Eihnicity. availabie from BLS. 2 
Massnchusctts Avenue. N.E., Room 
4915. Postal SqUnN Building, 
Washington. D.C. 20212. orhy calling 
202-60&:'7375. ThQ 1V$ults were also 
summarized in an October 25. 1995, 
news reJnase. which. is avaUable 
electronIcally at <<http://stats.bls,govl 
naws.release1ethnic.toc,htm>;>, (2) The 
Bumau of tho Consus. tl$ part of its 
l'CSrum;h for tho 2000 CCnllUS. tasted 
altomativo approachO$ to colJecting data 
on ram and otbnicHy In the March 1996 
National Cootant Sorvey (NCS}. The 
Ce-nsus Bureau publisbed the roswts in 
a Docombcr 1996 rt:port, Findings cn 
Question, on Race and Hispanic Origin 
Tested in the 1996 National Content 
Sutvey; highlights. of \hI) ropert l1re 
available nt «hup:flwww,(e\UI,1$..gQvl 
populBlion/www/$ocd1'lmo/ 
B5na~oontentsut'W)y.bLml:». {3} tn JUM 
1996. tho CensU$ 9ureau CQoduGted the: 
Race and EthnicT~led Test (RARIT).' 
which WBlI designed to permit 
assessments of tbe effects of possibla 
changes on smaller populations rwt 

. reliably mCllSUmd in EllILlonal sample,. 
1D.cluding American Indial1ll, Alash 
NaUves, detailed As\.an I1lld Paclfic 
lslandnr groups (such (l.!I Chinese and 
Hawailllrul). and dClailod Hispanic . 
group' (such as Puo.rto Ricl1lls and 
Cuhnns).·The Cc[l$US B~Jj-u rokased 
the results in a May 1997 report. Re$111f.$ 
althe 1996 Rocl1 Gnd Ethnic Targeted 
Test; highlights o[tha report are . 
Dvo.llable at <<http://www/census.govl 
populaUotilwww/docWlUllllaLlonltwps­
0018.html»..Slngle copies (paper} of 
the NCS md RAETT·rnpor1s may be. 
obtained freta tho Population Division. 
U.S. Burcou of tbll CoMus., Wubington. . 

:D.C. Ul~33; telopb('ne 301-457..,Z40Z, . 
In addition to thn$o t.luoo major tests, 

the National Center £Or EduceUoo 
Statistics (NCESl and the Offio, for Civil 
Rights Ln tOO Department of EducaUon 
lointly conducted B Wrvoy (If 1.000 
public schools to dotnnnine how 
sclwols colloet dntn on the mco and 
ethnIcUy of their ,tudents and how the 
.dm.lnIst:utive recorda containing these 
data um maintalnod to moot statutory 
roqulromo.nts for roport.lng ~e 
Information to the Federal Government. 
NCES publishod tho msulls in a MIU'Cb 
1996 roport.1Wcial and Ethnic 
ClassificoUo!1s Used by Public Schools 
{NCES 96-092~ The roport is available 
1.lIect:ronlca.lly at <<http://nccs,e<tg(lvt 
pubst960:92..html>~·, Singlo paper copies 
m.,- b4 Qbta.lne.;l from NO::S. 5~5 New 
Je:raoy, NW. Washlnglon. O.c, 2020&­
5574, orby calling 202-219-1442, 

The ~~ndG olao i.ncluded 
atudicl conducted by the National 
Center for Helllth Smtiltlcs, the Offioo of 
the Assistant Sccrotary for Hoolth, and. 

the Centers for Di$®6~ Control and 
Pr-eventioo: to (lvaiu(tlp the procodures 
used and Uoe qu~dity of ilin Inronnl1tlon 
on taC(I and ethnicity In administrative 
records $uch lIS that mponed on birth 
certificato$: ~m"d recorded on death 
certificat(t$. 

On July 9,1997. OMB puhlished a 

Federal Kegister NoUce {62 FR 36614­
36946} containing the Int~s.~fl(}' 

CommiUoo'ji: Report to the OfJice of 

Management (JIId Budget on the Review 

ofStatistical Policy Directivt:! No, 1$, 

The Notice made uvuUubJe for (omment 
the Ioteragency CcUll.uuttoo's 
rocommandatieus fer how OMIl sbould 
mvlse Directive No, 15, The :report 
consists of lix chapwrtl. Chapter 1 
providei a briefh!6tory ofDi.nu;t.i\'e No, 
15, a SUIlUWU)' of the usues conslden:d 
by the lnteruguncy C:ml!ni~too. a review 
nf the research activities. and a 
discumon ofUle- aiteria usod In 
conducting the wa1u.e:tion, Chapter 2 
discusses 4 numoor ofgtlneml concerns 
tluJt need to he addressed when 
co:md1'lting any.changes to the cnrrent 
st;md\lfds. Chapters 3 through 5- rupert, 
the results of tha:resoarch QS they hear 
on the more significant SUg&MtiOll3 

.OMB received for changes to Dl:rocllve" 
No. 15. Chapter 6 Sivu$ tho Inroragency's 
Committoo's mcommornlaUous: 
concurning tho various nlgg<lsted 
changes based 0Il1l ruvlew of public: 

.comments and tcst.hnony Md tho 
rosoorch rt!$ults. . 

C. Summa.ry ofCo:mmtuti Received on 

the Interagm.u::y CoIlUtlitt.ee:'. 

Recommeadatfol:l.il 

In rospow tn tho July g, 1997. . 
Fedem Register Notice. OMS receivoo. 
approximatoly 300 brttor5 (many of them' 
hand written) on a variety of is$ucs', 
plus approximAlt.ely 7000 individually 
signed and maihxl. preprinted postcards 
on tho issue ofcl.assifying data 00 
NatIvo· Hawairans, and about 500 -. 
individually signed fonn lotters from 
membcnt of the HapalssuM Forum In 
.support of adopting the ,­
recommendation for multiple nt<:o 
roporti.llg, Som.;! or tho 300 leUoN 
tix;wed. on a linglo recommendation of 
particular interest to tho writer. whlle 
othor letters Ildd.ruuoo a nUmoor of the 
rocommondaUoll$, Tho propofldoronce 
of tho commtmts WON from individuals_ 
Each commont WI.l.'J cotls!dotod ill 
preparing OMB's decision, 

t. Commcntl (In Recommendations 

Concerning RcporlilllJ More Than One 

/lace 


The Interagency Commlttoo 
recommended that, whon .olf­
1denlificaUon if Wlod. respondents who 
wilh (0 idenUfy tholT mixed racial 

horito:go should 00 ablo to mark or lIoloct 

more than ono or the l'llCbu GGtcgories 

originally specified in OirocUve No. 15, 


·but thnt there should not be u 
"multiracial" category. This 
recommeodation to report multiple 
tect}S was favonlbly rocoiV(Jd by most of 
those commenting on it, including 
o.ssodat1aru and orgnni:r.atlol1llluch ns 
tho Amcrlcan Mediad Associollon, tho 
National Education Association. tho 
National Council of La RItza. and tho 
National Comm.lueo oft V!tallUld Heulth 
Statisi.k;s, as 'Well es all Fooerol agencles 
that responded. Cotmiu.lnts. fro1p lIomo 
organizations. iuch as tho NAACP Loga! 
Defense and Educational Fund. tho 
Lawyers' Commi«oo for Civil Rights 
Undor Law, and the Equal Employment 
Advisory Couw::U, were roooptivo to the 
rocummende:tlon 00 multiplrt race 
1V$POftSeS, but exprossed relerVatioJU 
pending development oft.rd;)uhltioQ 
m~tlll:xls to ensure the utiUty of thuso 
data. The recommendation was also 
supported by tUlmy ot tho advocacy , 
groUpl that had t.tarlier supported 4 . 
"multirncisJ" (box) category ••ueh 4S the 
A»ociatioo of Multi Ethnic Amaricarut 
and Hs affiliates nationwide, Sovmnl 
individuals wrote 10 $Upport of 
·"multiple mee" roporting, bating thuJr 
comments: on a September 1997 ertlcle. 
"Wbat Raco'lun 11"10 Mod~mcilU'!l1e 
magazine. which urged Ita madom "tu 
mqmm> IUl oplnlon on .wbuiher or not a 
'MultinlciaJ' category should be ' 
included in all foderal ttIOOrdkoophlS. 
tru:luding tho :woo ctUl$WJ." A row 
CQmll':Ients IOpeclficelly.favodng mulUplo .......___.0<1 thA.· 
respondents .bould also be ukttd to 

indicate th:ei:r primary ro.cial affillation 

in order to facilitate the tabulation of' 

~ Ahandful ofcomment. on 

multiple ~ Nport.ing augseslod thtlt 

indiv!dwili with both HioIptWle and . 

non~Hi.spatU( herltagas he permitted to 

mark or $Cloct both categori_ ($OO 

dilCtWlon below).' , 

, A few oollilJjcnts.. in pertlcular ;lome 


from stale agonciC3 and Jeglslatures, ' 

opposed 40Y multiple race reporting 

because of possible iru:roascd costs to 

colloct tho infonrurt!ou o.nd 

lmplcmentati!)o proble:lltJi. ComlIUtuts 

from the AmeriCan indian trlbnl . 

govemmenta also W<lro oppmod to tho 

recotnlMndaUon concerning reporting 

more than one :race, A number ot tho 

oomm.e.nts thet lupperted·nmlUple raco 

responses slso expressed concorn about 

tho cost and bardon of collecting the 

Infonnation to moot Fedoral reporting 

requirements, the schedulo for 

lmplomenlatlOll, c.nd hGw the dat..o 

would be tabulated to moot the 

roqulrbtnents of loglslaUve I'm!i.\rlcU.ng 
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and enforcement of tho YoUng Rights 
Act.. A fnw commenu oxpressed support 
fur categories cailed "hl,lffilll'l." or 
"American"; scv.c:roJ p;o~ !,hal there 
00 no collection of dl1ta on nlCtL 

2. Comments on Rccommendaticnt far 

Classification ofDam on Native 

Hawaiians' 


The Interagnncy Commilloo, 
recommended that data on Native 
HBwaU4IlS continuo to be classified in 
the Aslnn or Pacific blander category. 
This recommendation wNi opp<lsed by 
tho HawaHnn congrosstoMl delegatioo. 
the 7,000 tndivldu41s who sign(ld e.nd 
sent preprin;ed yeUow p~ICIlrds, the 
State of Hawaii departmcnts and 
le&islatlire. Hawa,Han organizations. and 
uther'indivldUa}$ who l:ommtmwd on 
!.his recommendation. Instead, the ' 
comments from thesn individuals 
IlUpportoo ~lanlfying Nfltivt'l 
Hawaiiani in the Americnn Indian or 
Alaska Native category. which th;:y 
view fI.5 an "indi~coous peoplas" 
category (although thIs ca~egory1w not 
been considered or poruaYfld In this 
m.anae:r In thn sta.r.idard5.). Nativn 
Hawaiians, as tha descenda.nts of the 
orlginal1n1iabitants: Df ~:tlat li'now the 
State of Hawe.ii, ooliove that as' 
indigenous pllopla they.,.hould be, 
classLfind in the same categl?ry as 
A.n1erlcan Indians'and AlaSka Natives, 
On the other hand. the American indian 

, trlbalgovomments have opposed such a 
reclassification. prlmurlly because they 
view the data obtAined from that , ' 
category o.s bOiD8 el>Hritlal for ' 
adminIstering 'foderal programs for 
AmeriCan IndlW. CcmmOnU from the' 
Native Ha~m noted the Asian 

. or Paclfit:: lslanrn,r (:41egory provides 
inadequate-data'for monitoring.oo 
aoclal and economic ~nditiom of 
Native Haw&iiiuu and other Pact&: 
bLinder grQl,lpl. BeCa\lq tho 

, httare,genq Onnmiueo bad 
, JeCOmIneDded agalmt adding utegories 

to the m.ln1mum l4t of cat~ri$$.. . 
:requesting a llIepmltl> ca(qory for Native 
Hawallans was not viow«i as an optkw 
by those who collUllooted. 

S. Comments on Rct;Qrnmcndation 
Concerning ClaUi[WJtictn ofData on 
Centrol and SOrJth A'!Wtlcan.1ndJons 

The Inleragoncy' Commlttoo 
, recommended that data for Central and 

South,American lndilUlll be Included in 
the American lndlm or Alaska Native 
category. Soveml comments from tho 
American Indian community opposed 
thisrecommtmdation. Moroovcr, 
Cl'Jmments from sorru:t Nativa Hawaiians 
pointod out what lhuy believed 10 be an 
inconsistency In the tntaragenGY 
~Hloo·. roco,mm~ndaUQl'I: to 

inclndo to the American indian or 
Alaska Native O$tegory destxlndanl.$ of 
Centrol and South American Indians-" 
persuus who ere not original peoples of 
the United SI.4(O$-if Native Hawaiians 
were aot to ,00 Induded. 

4, Comments on Rceommendation Nat 
tc Add an Amb or Middle Eastern 
Ethnic Go~ego1Y 

Tho Interaglmcy Cammittca . 
recommended that an Arab or Middle 
Eastern ethnic category should not bo 
added to the minimum standnrds for all 
reporting of Federal data on race and 
ethnicity. Sevoral commonts WQfQ 

rocelved in support of having a separate 
category La ('lrdcr to havo data viewed liS 
~ary to monitor discrimination 
.against this population. 

S. CoI:rummts on lIecommcndatlo1l5 for 

Tennin?Jogy 


Conuruints on tetm1noto'gy 18.fg(!ly 
supported the lDtwagency CollUlliUeo's 
recouunendatiOti$ to retain the term 
"Amarleau Indian," to chango 
"Hawaiiau" to "Native Hewaiian." and 
to change "Jllack" to "Black or African 
American." There were e few roqu~tIl: 
to include ':Lat1no" 10 tho category 
,name for the Hl$panic population.. 

D.OMn·.~ 

This sectron oJ the N~ce-provldes, 
iofon:Ustlon on the decisions t"ab)n by 
OMS on the rocommendations tlutt were 
proposed bY,the ~temgency Co~ttee. 
The Committee', :recommendations. 
addressed options for rnport.lng by,· ' 
NSpond(l:nts.. formats ofquestions, and 
:scveml I'lSpoct& ofspociBc categories. 
including possible flddltJons, t:eVlIJe~ 
terminology. IlD.d changns in defUliUQru:. 
In reviewing OMB's declsioll$(ln the 
recoin.miJndations for COU~ data on 
mceandal.bn1dty.iti5usefulto· ­
nmember that these decisIons:' 

• retain the concept that the 
standards provide a .pnnimum ~t of 
cet~es for data (In m;:t! and ethnlclty; 

• pennIt the collectIon of mom 

detailed information on population, 

groups provided that any additional 

categories Can be aggtegatoo. into tile 


, minimum'standard set of Clltl>gOri()$;, 
• 	undarscoro that .Imlf-idontlficittion 1$ 

groups for participation,ln Wly Federal 
prognuns; 

• do (lat establish criteria or 
qualifications (such as blood quantum 
levels} that ere to be used in 
determining a particular individual's 
racial or ethnic dusifieatinn; and 

• do not ten an Individual who he or 
she is, or specify how an individual 
shtmJd clas:dfy himself or bersolf, 

In arriving at its dectsions. OMS took 
into account not only the public' . 
comment on thn rm:ommendatious 
published in the Fooernl Register on 
July 9; 1997. but also the oonsioorablo 
ainount of lnformation provided ~urlng 
tho four yean: of tbis rovicw proccss. 
including public comments gathered 
from hrutrlngs and rospowas to two 
e(\.tHer OMB Notices {on lunG 9, 1994 • 
6.Ild August 28, 1{19Sj. Tbe OMS .. : , 
deci.sloll$ benefited 81:<lIl.Uy from tho 
participation'of the public that served as 
a constant rel.ll1rider tli.&t thew aro real 
people repreSented by the data 'on nice ' 
and ethnleity -end that this is for many 
a dreply personal ,iSIIUC. In addition. thn 
OMS dcclsious benefited from tlIii ' 
results of the imeareh lind testing on 
how individuals identify themsolves 
tbat.was underta.ken tull'Sft of this' ":" 
review prooe$$,' rhls·rMC~. includUig 

, sevc:ml national tests ofalternative 
approaches to colleCtIng data on race ',~ 
and ethniclty. was dGVCloped'~d ,;.' '; 
coaducted by the profusSiop.<!:r . : 
slnUsticlaris and analYsts at sevefal ' 
Federal agenCies. Thej'ero. h? h.e" .. 

.	cammended for their pet1~vumneo. 
dedicat;l?n. ~prof.es~io~ " ,;: .. 
COIiimitment to thIs challengl,Dg pro~t. 

'OMB altU)'eo'raidermftiJ. reaching its: ,: 
decisions the tiXtini to which the " 
roco'rn.fnendatJons were CotiSbtcnt with, 
'thn :setofprtn:cipleS.'(~ ~ct1,!D)(~~" 

the SupplementA9' ~C!,nnati9!llt- :'>' '. 

devidopedbytbelnterugency, '" : 
(hmmfttoo to guide the t1Iview of thlI!I 
sensitive mid substantively complex' : ~ 
iNuo.OMB belioVt;s that ,tho Interagency 
ComtnIttru:t'a recommendationS took into 
ac<:aunt the princ1ples and achieved a 
:reasanable ba.l.ance with respect to 
atatistica1lswes, data hOOds, social 
concerns. and the pursonal dimensions 
of reeial and ethnic identification. O~ 
al&O finds that the Co11l1nltloo', .' 

the profll'l'Ted means ofobtaining ,rocowmeuOnUons are consistent with 
information aboul an individual's mee 

'Ilhd cthnicity. except in instances where 
obsCl'Ver identifica.tion is more pnlct1ca1 
(e.g,. completing a dellth certIficato); 

• do not IdentJfy or desIgnate certalu 
population groups as "minority 
groups"; _ . 

• continuo tho policy tluit the 
categories Anl not to 00 used for 
,detel'nlining tho elig'billt~.or population 

tho principal objective of tho review, 
which is to enham;e the ae<:Umcy of We 
demographlc informaUQ!l collected by 
the Federal GOvt'lnllmmt by having 
categoriell {or data on raco and ethnicUy 
that will enable the capturo of 
ioit>nnation about the lncroo:;.ing 
diversity of OW' Nation"s population 

, 	whito at the same: time respecting each 
ludividual'lI dignuy. 

http:elig'billt~.or
http:81:<lIl.Uy
http:monitoring.oo
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Ar.lndicuted in detail below,OMB 
accepts the Interagency Committee's 
roccmmendatloru conceming reporting 
mof!) than 0118 race, Including the ' 
nx::ornrneodation that there ~ no 
category called "muttlro-da:\." the 
formlll$ and saqucnciog of the questions 
on mc;e $COd Hispanlc origin. and most 
of tho changes to !cnnloology. 

OMD does not accept the tnttlragency 
Commluoo's re(olluncndations 
cOllCOl1ling the dnsstncat.!on of data on 
th. Native Hawaiian popl,IJation and tho 
temrlnology for Hil!lpanics, and it hIlS 
Instnnd decldod to make the.changes 
that follow. 

Native Hawaiian ClilUificatioll.­
OMB docs nQt ~epl tho 
nx:onunendation cnnccrnlng tho 
continued classification ofHewalians in 
tho 1U1en or Pacific lslnndor CAtegOry, 
In.rtead. OMY has decided to broak 
D.parl the J\sJttll or Pacific Mander . 
category into two categorics-one called 
"Askm" and the ather rolled "Native 
Hawttikm ilr OWer Pacific Islander," All 
a nlsl,llt, there will bo Gve categories in 
tho miniml,lm set for dilta on t1lt'!(f. 

The "Native Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific hlandcr'tCiltegory wJJl be 
defined as "A person having Crigifls in 
D.Ity ofthe originaJ peoplos ofHav.Wt; . 
Guam. samoa, or other Poclftc Islands." 
(The tenn "Natlv-o Haw.uiwl" docs not 
indium tndividuau who ftro native to 
the State OIHawaii by vlrtoo ofbeitig 
hom t.he':ta.) In addition to N.aUvll 
Hawaiians. Guamanians, and SamOtuiJ,. 
thls- category would Include tho . 
following Pacific L1tandet grouPs" 

,reported,in the 1990 ceMU8:CarolinI81l. 
Fijian. Kosll1C4U, Melancslan, ' 
~ian, Northern Mariana' . 
blander, Paluuan. Pap\UI N()~ Guinean, 
Ponapean (Pobnpolan); P.lynaol.... 
Salamon blander, Tahitian, Tarawa 
lstandor; TaW.unii. TongntL ~'" 

• (Cbuukese),and \'Apeso.' '. 
The "Asian" cutegory Will be defined 

as "A pusan having origing In ony of·, 
1M original pt!Oples cflhe Far Bast,. .' 
Soutlwasf Asia, orthe Indian ' 
wbcantlncnt including. JQrexample; 
Cambodio. Cltina; India. !apaJl, Koruo. 
MaJoysia. Pakistan, the PhiJippillC 

. Islands, Thailand. ofld Vietnam," 
The Native HawaHIltl.J pro$(!nted 

compelling argutttente that tho 
fianCiirds must mcllitato tlw production' 
of dote (0 descrlbo their social and 
coonomle .ituatlon and to monitor ' 
discrimination agntrut Nativo Hawaiians 
In housing. ruhu;:aUcn, omp)oyment. and 
other areas, Undor the cu.rro-nt standards 
for data on rtlCU arid ethruclty, Nellva 
llawallilns comprise o:bout t.h.rnt! percent 
oftbo Allian and Pacific Islo.ndcr 
population. By cnlating aoparatc 
catogorias. tbu du~1I on tho Nativu 

Hawaiians and other Pacific Islander 
groups will no longerJm averwhelmcti 
by tho aggregate "data of tho much larger 
A.1M groups. Native Hawaiitu1S will 
campri,\! ",imut 60 percent flrtho oaw 
~,,,,,.,,.< 

The Asian. Nativo Hawaiian. and 
Pacific lsl;ulder population group$ are 
well dofinocl: (llorOOV(lr. thoro has ooen 
OXporlCIlC1l with reporting in 1I0parole 
cutegori(lS for tho Native Huwallun and 
Padfio Islander population groups. Thn 
1990 COMUS included "Hawaiian," 
"Samoan," tmd "Guamanian" as 
response categories to the mco: question, 
In addition. two of tho major tests 
conducted IlS part of the cwront review. 
(the NCS and tho RAET'T) used 
"HawaiIan': and/or "Native HawaUnn," 
"Samoan," "Guamanian," and ' 
"GuamanIan or Ghamorrn" as rosponw 
options to tho raco question. Those 
factors- facilitutf'! breaking apart the 
current category. 

TerminDlogy fM Hispanies.--OMB . 
docs not accept the recoltwumdaUon to 
rotaln tho .ingte tenn "Hispanic:." 
1Mrcud, OM» has decided that the telm 
should be "Hi$pank; orLatlno." 
·BccaUSQ reglonalusage'ofilia to-ttll5 
dllfora-HispfUlic is commonly used In 
tho oostom portion of tho united States, 
whereas Latino is commnnly.used in tha­
westem portion-thts cbange Dltly , 
'contributo to lm~vad rospoll$O raws, 

Tho OMS decisIollS on tho' . . 
intoragency Camntittoo's spoclfic , 
rooommandations Ilro presented below: 

(1) OMS accepts the fallowing 
rucommondatiow eoneemlug roporting. 
more than ono race:: , , ' , 

• ,When self-identificatJon is used.. a 
methad for reporling mom than elW 
NC4!' 61!ould beedeptcd. . ' 

• ,Tho tnttlhodlar respondents to 
report snore than alto roee shauld take 
the form a/snultiple responses to Q. 

dn,le question't:J!Id not Q "multiroci(ll" 

oo!"'t¥Z;;~ ~ list ofLOCC$ Is P~vided I~ 
respondcnts, 'the list should not (:Ontain 
a "multJracJa1" caleg01y. . , 

.' &$(:0 on resoorcll conducted $0 for, 
two recommended forms/oT the 
inslrocUon uccomponying tire multiple 
IYJsponse quedkm a:re "Mmk ane or 
more· .....und "SeJccl onc ar more 

.. If the criten'o for data qua:lityond 
cM/idenUality are lltet, provision 
should be muda to report. ot a ' 
minimum. tho number ofindividuals 
identifying with .utCre tlmn one 1Oce:. 
Vola producers QIfj encollwgod to 
provide greater detoil about lhe 
distributiOfl ofmultiple teII]Xm$Cs. 

• The new staildards will be used in 

tho doconnial CCMtt8. and othor data 

producen should conform as soon as 


~ 
possiblo. but not loier tItan January 1, 
2()o3. 

(2) OMS atC<lpts tho follmviag 
rocommendaUons. concerning a 
combIned fOeti aad HlJpanic ot1u;!city 
question: 

It When sclf-idontification is used, U;c 
two question farmrJ.t $ho1110 be used, 
wJm the race qucstion ol1owing the 
reporting ofmore U;an one rocco 

• When reJ/-identification Js not 
feasible orappropriare. a combined 
question can be used and sMtJ-ld 
include a separote 1fispanic category co­
oquGl with the othercotegaties, 

• When the combined qtlcS-tion is 
u$ef/. on ottempt should be mode. when 
appropriate, to record ethnicity androce 
or multiple roccs. but the option fo 
indicate only alle CfJtegory Is nccaptabIc. 

(3) OMB accepts tho following 
recommendations concerning the . 
retention ofhoth ropartlog formats: 

• The two quostion format mauld be 
tJ-sed In all cases involving seJI­
identifu:ation. " 

• Tho current combined qV(fstion 
forrmlt should be chtmged and replaced 
with Q now format wMch includes a (:0­

equal Hispanic cafegory for' use, if 
necessary, in observer {aentJ/icatian, 

(4) OMB accepts tho following 
recamr.r.um.dation ooncernlng tM 
orowng of the Hispanl~ origin and rocc 
questions:' • , ' , 

• Whim tho two question format is 
uuuJ, the Hispanic ~qu~on 
should pt"f1CCde the n.tat question. ' 

(5) OMB acCepts tho following . 
nx:ommendation eoncernl.tls addJ.Dg ,', 
Cape Verdoan as an ethnIc CtltilgOty:: 

, • ~ A Cope VeNice" etlll1ir:catcgoq 
should not be added to the mlaJmum 
dala ooIJect1on $ti1ndards: ' , 

(6) OMS iu:.~pta the following 
recommendation concerning \he . . 
.addition of an Amb or ~ddie Eastern '. 
ethnic category: . I . . ' 

• An Arab or Middle EA)$tern etlmic 
categary tMuld not be cdded to the 
min..fnwm doto sfmldards. ' 

17) OMS intarprets: the' . . 
rocoDllllCooatJon not to add any ather 
C8tegoritU to moan the ~pruWon of tha ' 
minimum act to includa new population 
groupl:. -The OMB docls!oo to break . 
Ilpllrt tha "Asian 01' Paclfi~ WfUldor" 
C8tegOry d~ not croata a category tor 
a new populaUon group. . 

(6) OM9 accepts: the following 
rveom.mcndlltlon concerning changing 
tho tenn "Ammcanlndi8.D"to "NaUvc 
Amorlcan": 

II The tenn American Indion lihould 
not be cJm.n8cd to Native American. 

{ill OMB Ilccepts tho fullowlng 
recommendation conCerning r;;ho.pglng 
the term "UawMhm" to "Native 
Hawailo.n": 
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• The fenn "Hawaiian" should be 

changed to '"Native Hawaiian." 


(10) OMB does not accept the 

recommendation concerning the 

continued classification of Native 

Hawaiians in the Asian or Pacific 

Islander category. 


• OMB has decided to break apart the 
Asian or Pacific Islander category into 
twa cotegon'es-one col/cd "Asian" ~nd 
the other called "Native 1fawaiian or 
Other Pacific Island.er." As a result. 
there are five categorics in the minimum 
set for data on roce. . 

• The "Native Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander" category is defined as 
"A person having origins in any of the 
original peoples ofHawaii. Guam, . 
Samoa, or ather Pacific Islands." 

• The "Asian" category is defined as 
"A person having origins in any of the 
original peoples of the Far East. 
Southeast Asia. or the Indian 
subcontinent iricluding. for example, 
Cambodia, China, India.lapan. Korea, 
Malaysia, Pakistan. the Philippine 
Islands. Thailand. and Vietnam." 

(11) OMB accepts the following 
recommendations concerning the use of 
"Alaska Native" instead of "Eskimo" 
and "Aleut": "Alaska Native" should: 
replace the term "Alaskan Native." . 

• Alaska Native should be used 

Instead ofEskimo and Aleut. 


• The Alaska Native response option 
should be accompanied by a request for 
tribal affiliation when possible. . 

(12) OMB accepts the following 

recommendations concerning the . 

classification of Central and South 

American Indians: 


• CenuaI and South American 
Indians should be classified as 

. American Indian., , 
• The definition of the "American 

Indian or Alaska Native" category 
should be modified to include the 
original peoples from Central and South 
America. . 

• In addition. OMB has iJecided to 

make the definition for the American 

Indian or Alaska Native category more 

consistent with the definitions of the . 

other categories. . 


(13l OMB accepts the following 

rocommendations concerning the term 

or terms to be used for the name of the 

Black category: , 


• The name of the Black category 
should be changed to "Black or African 
American." 

• The category definition should 

remain unchanged. 


• Additional tenns. such as Haitian 

or Negt? can be used ifdesired. 


(14) OMB decided to modify the 

recommendations concerning the term 

cr terms to be used for Hispanic: 


• The term used should be "Hispanic 
or Latino." . 

• 'The definition of the category early phllSes of the public comment 

should remain unchanged. process, no explicit provisions were 


• In addition. the term "Spanish made for testing this approach in tho 
Origin." can be used if desired. research conducted to Inform tho review 

Accordingly, the Office of of Directive No. 15. While a 
Manogement and Budget adopts and considerable amount of research was 

issues the revised minimum standards 
 focused on how to improve the response 
fOf Federal dala on race and ethnicity rate to the Hispanic origin question. it 
for major population groups in tho is unclear whether Rnd to what extent 
United Slates which arc set forth at the explicitly permitting multiple responses 
end of this Notice. to the Hispanic origin question would 
T I (i F rth R h affect nonresponso to tho race question 

op, cs or u er esearc or hampor obtaining more detailed data 
There Bro two BroIlS whero OMB on Hispanic population groups. 

accepts tho Interagency Committee's Information on the possible impact of 
recommendations but believes that any changes on the quality of the dela 
further research is needed: (1l multiple has been an essential clement of the 
responses to the Hispanic origin review. While the effects of changes in 
question and [2) an ethnic category for the Hispanic origin question are 
Arabs/Middle Easterners. .. unknown. they could conceivably be . 

Multiple Responses to the Hispanic substaIitial. Thus. OMB has docided not 
Origin Question.-The Interagency to include a provision In the standards 
Committee recommended that that would explicitly permit 
respondents to Federal data collections respondents to solect both "Hispanic 
should be permitted to report mare than origin" and "Not of Hispanic Origin" 
one race. DUring the most recent public options. OMB believes that this Is an . 
comment process, a few comments item for futuro research. In the 
suggested that the concept of "marking meantime. the ancestry question on tho 
more than one box" should be extended decennla1 census long form does 
to the Hispanic origin question. provide respondents who consider 
Respondents are now asked to Indicate themselves part Hispanic to write in 
if they arc "of Hispanic origin" or "not additional heritages. 
of Hispanic origin." Allowing Research on an Arab/Middle 
individuals to select more than one Easterner category.-During the public 
response to the ethnlcity question comment process. OMB received a 
would provldo the opportU)l1ty to nUmber of requests to add an ethnic 
indicate ethnic heritage that is both category for ArabS/Middle Easterners so 
Hispanic and non-Hisr.anic. that data could be obtained that could 
. The term "Hispanic' refers to pe!'S0~ be useful in monitoring discrimination. 
who trace their origin or desce.Dt to. The public oomment proceSs indicated, 
Mexico, Puerto Rico, Cuba, Central o.nd· however, that there was no agreement 
South America, and other Spanish on a definition for this category. The 
cultures. While there J:ias ~en·. combined race, Hispanic origin. and 
considerable public concern about the ancestry question In the RAETT. which 
need to review Directive No. 15 with was designed to address requests that 
respect to classifying indi1?idua1s of were received from groups for' 
mixed ruclal heritage, there has been '.' establishing separate categories, did not 
little comment on reporting bath an provide a solution. r 
Hispanic and a non-Hispanic origin. On" While OMB accepted the 
many Federal forms, Hispanics can Illso Interagency's Committee 
express a racla1ldentity on' a separnto recommendation not to create a new 
race question. In the decennial census,' category for this papulation group. OMB 
Individua1s who consider themselves believes that further research should be 
part Hispanic can also indicate done 'to determine the best way to 

. additional heritages in the ancestry improve data on this population group. 
question. .. Meanwhile. tho write-Ins to the ancestry 

On one band. it can be argued that question on tho deconnial ctlnsus long 
allowing individuals to mark both form will continue to provide 
categories in the Hispanic origin information on tho number of 
question would para1lel the instruction individuals who Identify their heritage 
"to mark (or select) one or more" racial as Arab or Middle Easterner. 
categories. Individua1s would not have 

E. Tabulation Issues to choose betwoon their parents' ethnic 
heritages, and movement toward an The revised standards retain the 
Increasingly diverse society would be concept of a minimum set of categories 
recognized. . for Foderal data on race and ethniclty 

On the other hand, because the mattllf and make possible at the same time the 
of mulUple responses to the Hispanic collection of dala to reflect the divenlty 
ethnlcity question was not raised In the of our Nation's population. Since tho 

http:desce.Dt
http:Island.er
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M. Why were some of the questions on the 1990 short form moved to the Census 2000 long (orm? 

Fot Census 2000, the Census Bureau h~ proposed subjects on the short form only when data arc both needed in 
response to legislative requirements and required at the block level ~ the smallest level ofgeography for \\'hich we 
report informal ion, Therefore. \\'C moved five subjects that were asked ofevery housing unit in 1990 to the long form, 
wnich ",;U go out to a sample of housiog units in 2000. These subjects include marital status, units in struetufl.'l, 
number ofrooms, value of home, and monthly rent 

N. Why did you add questions to the Census 2000 fonn that were not in the 1990 Census? 

Only one new subject was added to the Census 2000 questionnaire: grandparents as caregivCTs. Thls addition 
complies W1Ul legislation passed by the l04th Congress requiring that the decennial census obtain mformation aboul 
grandparents who have primary responsibility for care of grandchildren (Title 13, United States Code, Chapler 5, 
S"",;on 141). 

O. What have you dane to make it easier to fiU out the form? 

The Census Bureau has been w-orklng with private sector designers to produce forms that arc easy to read and 

understand, simple to fiU out and mail back, and help people understand the importance of answering the census. 

Some of the uscr~rriendly features mclude the fotknlr'ing: 


*Symbols to help guide; 

* A largcr~ easier to read type face; 

• Navigational aids to guide the respondent through the questionm,ire; 

* Instructions ,,'litten directly (In the form instead of in a separate guidc~ and 

'* Graphics that illustrate census benefits. 

P. What are the specific differences in the way you are planning to conduct the 2000 census from the way it 

was done in 19901 


Although there are many aspects of Census 2000 that arc different from the 1990 Census, the key diffcronccs arc: 

*Using address information provided by the U.S. Postal Service. 


'* Asking state. local: and tribal governments to help corrcct census: maps and i'Hidre'is lists. 


• FirsHime utilizing paid advertising by extremely qualified expcrts . 

. • Creating a new "ll.'lcr-fricndly" questionnaire that wiU be simpler and casier for respondents to understand and fill 
out. 

., Digitally capturing of forms cnabling us to scan responscs directly inlo computers that can read handwriting_ 

• Using "matching" sofiware that allows us to check individual blocks and identify mulliple responses from the same 
household This allows the Census Bureau to provide more opportunities for the public to respond, including placing 
foons <:aUed "Be Counted"' documents in oommunity locations across the country. 

Q. now long does it take to complete the forms? 

Compared with J990, there is a significant improvement in the estimated time required to complete both the snan and 
long forms. In 1990. it was estimated to take 14 minutes to complete the short fonn and 43 minutes to complete the 

http:Continu.ed
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kmg form. For Census 2000. it wiU ooly take about 10 minutes to complete the short form and 38 minutes for the long 
font'!. 

R. Isn't there an easier way that would take less time and money, such as use of public records or private 
companies, to compile the population figures? 

No other government agency has information on every person in the Cnitcd States. And no private company is 
equipped to bring on the number of temporary 'workers needed to take the ccnsus_ Some people think that the Postal 
Service ought to do the census, The Postlll Service delivers all the questionnaires that nrc mililed to indi"idual 
addresses and picks up and returns the bulk of th¢n1. But we still need to hire temporary v..'Orkcrs to visit those 
households that do oot mail back aquestionnaire, The key job for postal \-Vorkers is to assist the U.S. Census in 
developmg the address list and to locate mailboxes. Right now, the best way for American taxpayers to save money 
on the census is to fill out and mail back their census questionnaire. 

IV. Census 2000 Data (The Census 2000 Oat. Products At. Glace has bc<n placed on the in.ernet 
at: 

btlp;/{wv.w,census.gov/1!QImlatiog[~'};\'lQ;ID,~Y,$d,~tn!c2kQ!:Q!.t~!~)!JmJ) 

A. When win data from the: census be available? 

For data products required by law (Title 13, United States Code}. we will deliver the products on or before the 
specified dates, These data products include delivery oflhe state population counts to the President within nine 
months of Census Day (on or before December 31, 2000). These counts arc used 10 reapportion the scats in the US, 
House of Representatives. 

Under the Voting Rights Act. the Census Bureau is required to provide the states with race and ethnic data for small 
geographic areas to be used for the redistricting process specified in P.L. 94- i 71 by April 1> 200J After discussing 
and consulting with stakeholders and advisors, including the Department of Justice, the Census Bureau has decided to 
meet the needs of redistricting by providing the sixty·thrce categories of race in C()ffibination with Hispanic/Latino 
categories tabulated f(lf both total population and people ofcigtcCn years ofage or over. 

Other products win be released on a flow basis from June, 2001, through September> 2003. 

B. How will data from Census 2000 be made available? 

Census 2000 data \\.;11 be disseminated mainly using a new data retrieval system called the American FaclFmder 
(AFF). Census 2000 data products will be available on a flow basis beginning 1 anuary 2001. The American 
FactFindcr will be accessible to the widest possible array of users through the lnlcmct, through intermediaries, 
including the nearly 1,800 Slate Dat.a Centers and affiliates, the 1,400 Federal Depository libraries and other libraries" 
universities, and private orgnni7Altions. 

The American FactFinder will find and retrieve the information needed at the geography ofchoice from some of the 
largest census databases. The American FactFindcr is accessible directly from the Census Bureau's new website. 

Census 2000 will oITer five categories of products: 

Profiles 
Demographic Profiles for both 100 percent and sample data 
(AFF; CD-ROM; print); and Congressional District Profiles, for 
both 100 pCT'CCnt and sample data( AFF; CD-ROM; print by spC(:ial request}. 

Printed Reports 

Demographic Profiles and Table Shells (AFF; CD-ROM; print) 
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Populations Totals (AFr, CD-ROM, print by special request). 

Electronic Files 
Redistricting Data Public Law 94-! 7i Surrunary Filc (AFF; CD-ROM; 
print by ,!=ial request); 100 percen. Summary File (AFF; CD·ROM;) 
Sample Summary File (AFf; CD·ROM) 
CongresslOn.1 DisUiet Summary files (AFF: CD·ROM) 

Quick Tables and Geographic Summary Tables 

(AFF; some CD-ROM; S(.lmc In print), 


Microdata Files 
Public Use Mierodata Sample (PUMS) 5% File (Arr; CD·ROM) 
Full Olierodala tabulations (AFFl 

:1 Finding Traditional 1990 Census Products in Census 2000 
~I -----········'1990············,·· ····::::::ii::::::· ___ · ii~i~::::::::············~·i···················fk·~~·ri;·~·i~·~····················;·i············ ··············2'0·00·············· "'.........; 


.................:.:.=;;---;;••: ••••••••••••••"';;;;;:••••• ······1····--_······__·······",,···.. ;;:::::::;:}:;:;:;;;;;;;;;:;:::::::::::;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;",;;;;;;;;;;;;t;:;;;;;;;;;;;;;",="""""""""",mm::m"""J 


~ Population and CPH·2 Reports i!Hislorieal population and I!Prinled Reports : 
: Housing Unit Counts ~ !!housing totals with boundary I ­

i !!and annexation information I 
1~~~~~::~~s:::!~~~~L=rcPii:jR~P~;;;';=~~~:~::~~II~cummcmen=,~:c.c:"CtIC~~c"tCF~ci~c·tC~:=~'~~~~.c,,~.~~"" 
j Tracts and Block Numbering ':housing data published for i;Tables 
I , , • " 

1 ::each MSAlPMSA portIOn of:: 

. 11c21eh slate :1 ......J 
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C. What Hispanic origin data will be aVilla-hIe? 

The Census Bureau is lfi the process of planrung data products for Cens-us 1000. Most of our products w1ll be released 
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through the American FactFindcr. We arc in the process of identifying the content and presentation of lhcsc data. 
Generally, we plan to release some of the data products that were available in the 1990 census. 

The release of spccial reports will depend on internal and external funding. We plan to seek outside money from 
stakeholders that wish us to focus on a particular population group amI/or issue. 

D. What kind of data will the Census Bureau provide on p~ople without conventional housing? 

For Census 2000, the Census Bureau will produce only one category showing the number of persons tabulated at 
"Emergency and transitional shelters." People enumerated at shelters [or abused women (shelters against domestic 
violence or family crisis centers), soup kitchcns, regularly scheduled mobile food vans, and targeted nonsheltered 
outdoor locations will be tabulated into the category "Other noninstitutional group quarters population." The catego,)' 
will ineludc peoplc cnumerated at: 

• Shellers \vith sleeping facilities, low-cost hotels and motels, and hotels/motels used by cities to house the homeless 
regardless of cost. 

E. How will we collect information on people without conventional housing? 
, ­

An operation called Service-Based Enumeration (SSE) is designed to provide people ,vith no usual residence, who 
might not be ineluded through other enumeration methods, an opportunity to be enumerated. Additionally, people with 
no usual residence ""ill be able to pick up Be Counted questionnaires at selected non-SBE service locations, such as 
travelers' aid centers and health care clinics. 

F. Will the Census 2000 count Americans overseas? 

For Census 2000 the Census Bureau ,viII oncc more include overseas counts in the census using definitions and 
procedures similar to those used in 1990. U. S. military and federal civilian personnel stationed overseas and their 
dependents living with them will be included in the overseas population counts and the Census 2000 apportionment 
counts. Included in these counts will be members of the U.S. Armed Forces on military vessels assigned to a home 
port in a forcign country and their dependents overseas with them. Privatc U.S. citi7.cns living abroad ""ill not be 
included in the overseas counts in Census 2000. 

Overseas counts by home state will be provided by departments and agencies of the federal government from their 
administrative records. These counts will be used solely for reapportioning scats in theUS. House of 
Representatives. The data will not provide the sub-state geographical precision required to conduct Congressional 
redistricting. 

G. Will people of mixed racial or ethnic heritage be able to identify themselves on the form? 

Yes. In October 1997 the Offiee of Management and Budget (OMB) issued revised federal standards for collecting 
and presenting data on race and ethnicity. Among other changes, the standards allow respondents when answering the 
race question option to "mark or select one or more races." The OMB made this modification after considering 
recommendations from its Interagency Committee for the Review of Racial and Ethnic Standards, information 
obtained through public hearings and other sources of public opinion, and lest results from the Census Bureau and 
other federal agencies. . 

H.lf respondents are allowed to mark ~ore than one racial category, how will that affect response and 
reporting 

of race? 

In the 1996 Census Survey, the Census Bureau tested revisions to the questioooaire that would allow multiple 
responses to the race question. There was no evidence that any of these experimental treatments had a negative effect 
on the final mail response rates. Also, we do not expect the instruction "mark one or more" to significantly affect 
reporting of race, because fewer than two percent of respondents in recent tests used this option. 
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I. How do J Answer the question on Race? 

Each respondent decides his or her racial identily. For the first timeevcr, people with mixed racial heritage may select 
more than one racial category. The groups shown in the census race question can be collapsed into the minimum race 
categories needed by lhe federal government: "Whitc," "Black or African Amcri<:an," "American Indian and Alaska 
Native," "Asian," and "Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander." People who marl.: the American Indian or Alaska 
Native category arc asked to provide the name of their principal or enrolled tribe_ People who select the "Other 
Asian," "Other Pacific Islander," or "Some oilier race" arc asked to '-"Tite-in tlldr specific filec. 

J. How Should Jlispanics Answer the Race question? 

People of Hispanic origin may be of any race and should answer the: question on race by marking one Or more race 
categories 
shown on the quC'Stionnaire, including White, Black or AfriciIll American, Amcricanlndinn and Alaska Native, Asian, 
Native 
Hawaiian and Other Paclfic Islander, and Some Other Race, Hispanics should indicate their origin in the Hispanic 
origin 
question, not in the n«:C question because in fedcral statistical systems cthnic origin is considered to be a separate 
concept from raro. 

K. Does Everyone Need to Answer' the Question on Hispanic Origi.n? 

Yes. the Hispanic origin question must be ans..",croo by EVERYONE" Those who arc nOl of Hispanic origin arc asked 
to mark the box "NO, not SpanishiHispaniclLalino." People who arc ofHispanic origin are asked to indicate the 
specific group thc:y belong to: Cuban. Mexican, Puerto Rican, or other groups. such as Spanish, Honduran, or 
Venezuelan, 

V. About the Census Bureau 

A, Wbat does th!~ Cf'nsus Bureau do between censuses? 

The decennial census is well known because it is a national event that involves everyone, However, the Census Bureau 
conducts numerous other censuses and surveys for government, private entities, and individuals as well as tabulating 
the decennial data and publishing the tables and data. These activities include the planning, preparation, conducting, 
and publishing ofdata for numerous economic and demographic surveys and censuses, such as the Census of 
Manufactures, American Housing Survey, Consumer Expenditure Survey~ 1997 Economic Census:Numcrical List or 
Manufactured &. Mining Products; Survey of income and Program ParticipaliOfl~ U.S. Merchandise Trade: Exports. 
General Imports, :md Imports for Consumption; Manufacturers' Shipmcn1s, Inventories, and Orders to lisljust a few, 
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