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Thursday, March 2, 1995 Dianne Wildman

Kirsten Powers
Jamal Simmons
(202) 395-3230

KANTOR ANNOUNCES TRIP TO CHINA

U.S. Trade Representative Mickey Kantor announced today that he will travel to Beiji
China this month at the invitation of the Chinese leadership. "I 'plan to continue t
of a serious, reciprocal trade relationship with the Chinese," Kantor said. "The fi
be launching the recently reached U.S.-China agreement which provides protection for
intellectual property rights for U.S. businesses and opens China's markets to highly

‘competitive U.S. products.”
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto
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Kirsten Powers
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(202} 395-3230

USTR 1995 TRADE POLICY AGENDA AND 1994 ANNUAL REPORT
~

President Clinton today transmitted to Congress the 1995 Trade
Policy Agenda and the 1994 Annual Report of the President of the
United States on the Trade Agreements Program, U.S. Trade
Representative Mickey Kantor announced today.

Prepared pursuant to the Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of
1988, the document describes the Clinton Administration's trade
priorities for the year ahead and reviews the principal trade policy
actions and accomplishments of 1994. Noting the end of the Cold War
and the rise of the global economy, Ambassador Kantor called on other
nations to "assume more responsibility for promoting global growth by .
. achieving comparably open markets.”

Central to the Administration's 1995 agenda are:

(1) implementing and enforcing the Uruguay Round agreements, and
establishing the World Trade Organization as the successor entity-'to the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade; :

(2) expanding regional trade by:

implementing the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA)} and initiating negotiations aimed at Chile's acces

the NAFTA;

z

o negotiating agreements with other Western Hemisphere nations to
eliminate impediments to trade and investment, with a view
achieving a "Free Trade Area of the Americas" (FTAA) by th

2005; and

o pursuing the objective of free and open trade within the Asia
Pacific Economic Cooperation forum (APEC) by the year 2020 .
through expansion and acceleration of APEC's trade and inv
facilitation programs in

-1- .
; such areas as standards, investment principles and
. (3} pursuing bilateral trade initiatives geared to: -

implementing the Framework for a New Economic Partnership to
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ensure that Japan approaches the leve of openness of other
E ' : - industrial economies with respect to direct foreign invest
. market access for goods and services, most notably automob
.and automobile parts. .

0 ensuring that China adheres to existing agreements on textiles an
apparel, affords a high degree of market access for g
services, and takes meaningful action to protect inte
property; and

o} eliminating European Union (EU) barriers against U.S. audiovisual
exports and securing from the Ecompensation for the h
required of the three new EU members Austria Finland
Sweden; '

4} vigorously enforcing existin trade agreements and U.S. trade laws

In setting forth his view of the future, Ambassador Kantor stressed that
many market-distorting practices still impede the export of U.S. goods
and services. In addition to pursuing market-opening initiatives alread
launched, he wrote, "the time has come to expand the scope of trade rule
to encompass trade-distorting domestic policies and practices that are n
current dealt with in a trade context." He cited such examples as
excessive regulation, lack of transparency, anti-competitive behavior,
bribery and artificially low labor standards.

- *Note: Public .copies of the 1995 Trade Policy Agenda and 1994‘\ .
. Annual Report will be available Friday afternoon, March 10, 1995
. © from the Office.of Public Affairs, room 103 at USTR. .
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
Executive Office of the President
Washington, D.C.

20506
95-15
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto

Friday, March 10, 1995 Dianne Wildman
. Kirsten Powers

Jamal Simmons

(202) 395-3230

FOREIGN SHARE OF JAPAN'S SEMICONDUCTOR MARKET
RISES TO-23.7%

Foreign share of the Japanese semiconductor market continued itg
upward climb, hitting an historic 23.7% in the fourth quarter of
1994. This brings the average foreign market share for 1994 to
22.4%, up from an average 19.4% in 1993.

"I welcome the progress we are continuing to make in implementing

the U.S.-Japan Semiconductor Arrangement," said Ambassador Mickey

Kantor. "1994 marks the first year that the average foreign
market share has surpassed 20%, an important milestone in '
evaluating the success of the agreement. While I am pleased to .-
see this continued improvement, 1 believe that more can be
accomplished, particularly in certain sectors such as automotive,
video games, telecom, and some of the emerging technologies where
U.S. firms are highly competitive and progress has been lagging.
Both our governments must make every effort to ensure that we
continue to achieve the gradual and steady progress called for
under the agreement and that the cooperation established by ‘our
two industries is maintained."

The foreign market share figure was calculated by U.S. and
Japanese government officials in accordance with the statistical
system established under the 1991 U.S.-Japan Semiconductor
Agreement.

Foreign Market Share
Under the 1991 U.8.-Japan Semiconductor Arrangement

03 1991 14.3%

04 1991 EETIPTEN K
01 1992 14.6%

02 1992 . 16.0%

03 1992 15.9%

Q4 1992 20.2%

01 1993 ' 19.6%

02 1993 19.2%

8/10/00 11:27 AM


http://www.ustr.govlreleasesI1995/03/95-15

-n

20f2

http://www.ustr.gov/releases/1995/03/95-15

03 1993 v 18.1%
04 1993 20.7%
01 1994 - 20.7%
02 1994 21.9%
03 1994 23.2% x

Q4 1994 23.7%

*These market share figures were provisionally calculated based
on the same assumptions on captive semiconductor suppliers that
were made in previous quarters. The two governments will
continue to seek to resolve differences concernlng treatment of
captive suppliers as soon as possible.
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

95-16
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ' Contact: Anne Luzzatto
Thursday, March 16, 1995 Dianne Wildman
. Kirsten Powers
Jamal Simmons -
{(202) 395-3230

o

U.8. and Morocco Sign Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA)

U.S. Trade Representative Mickey Kantor announced today that the United States and M
have signed a Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA), during King Hassan's
visit to.the United States. "This agreement further reinforces the importance of th
Moroccan relationship,” noted Kantor, "and will provide a mechanism to discuss ways
increasing trade between our two nations."

Signed.this aftemoon at Blair House, the U.S.- Morocco TIFA states that the two part
stnve to achieve mutually acceptable agreements on trade, taxation, intellectual pro
investment issues, and spells out the shared principles that will guide the ongoing

It also includes a mechanism under which elther party may initiate consultations on .. -
investment matter. . * P .

. "We expect the U.S.- Morocco TIFA to be of significant benefit to both nations,™ sai .

"It will help to expand trade, demonstrate the value of increased dialogue through C
deepen the historic frlendshlp between us.

1ofl " ‘ ' 8/10/00 11:28 AM
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TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
. EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WASHINGTON, D.C.
20506
95-17
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto

March 17, 19385 Dianne Wildman
B Kirsten Powers

Jamal Simmons

(202) 395-323C

Statement by United States Trade Representative Mickey Kantor

\

We have conpleted our preliminary review of Japan's interim

\ package of deregulation measures announced on March 10, and we
believe the package falls far short of the comprehensive
deregulation objectives set out by the Japanese Government last
year.

Those June 1994 goals for the five-year deregulation plan
) . included "expanding domestic demand and promoting imports,
mroocpursuing. Improvements in the quality of national life, 'creating
s new industries and expanding consumer choice, and narrowing the
. price differentials between Japan and the rest of the 'world.”

. We share .the views expressed by all major Japanese business
organizations that the package .ls deficient. In many areas, the
Japanese proposals are vague and lack timetables for
implementation. Other proposals simply reiterate measures
already announced and, in some cases; already implemented.
Moreover, explanations for why various deregulation measlres
proposed by the U.S. Government and others cannot be addressed
are simply inadequate.

While we are disappointed with the interim package, we remain
hopeful that the Japanese Government will redouble its efforts
over the next two weeks to put together a detailed substantive,
and comprehensive final package.

One disappointment is in the area of auto parts where Japan's
regulatory barriers limit competition, raise prices for
consumers, and deny sales opportunities for foreign firms. These
barriers are not addressed in the interim plans. We are also
disappointed by the lack of progress in deregulation of the Large
Retail Store Law and of restrictions on the use of premiums.
Although we welcome steps taken in the telecommunications area in
the last six months, the proposals included in the interim
package fall short of the comprehensive deregulation needed to
ensure real competition in this sector. The package's failure t
would help ensure that the deregulation process is ongoing over the next £
also unfortunate.

There are some positive notes, however. We appreciate the
Japanese Government's decision to begin injecting a degree of
transparency into the process by issuing this interim package and
to consider specific deregulation proposals made by concerned
governments and business groups. We welcome these initial steps
toward greater transparency and accountability in the

lof2 : - 8/10/00 11:28 AM
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government's decision making process.

. In addition, 'the interim plans do address some longstanding
. issues of concern to the United States. For example, the
Japanese Government has announced measures aimed at immediate
release from customs of air cargo at the time of arrival, as is
commonly done in the United States.

We will provide more detailed comments to the Japanese Government
on the interim package in the next week.

20f2 : - 8/10/00 11:28 AM
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIbENT L )
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

: 95-18
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto
Tuesday, March 21, 1995 . Dianne Wildman

Kirsten Powers
Jamal Simmons

USTR Supports Renato Ruggieroc as Director General
of the World Trade Organization

«

United States Trade Representative Mickey Kantor today announced
that the United States will support the appointment of Renato
Ruggiero as Director General of the World Trade Organization.

Kantor conducted extensive consultations with a broad range of
countries in Latin America, Asia and elsewhere, including Korea,
‘the sponsor of Dr. Kim Chul-su for Director General. "It became
clear from these consultations that a consensus for Mr. Ruggiero
was possible,"™ Kantor said.

Mr. Ruggiero will serve for only one four-year term. He will be
succeeded by a non-European. And the process to appoint that
successor will be designed to arrive at a consensus at as early a
stage as possible. “"This matter unfortunately became a T
hemispheric contest, the antipathy of consensus. We are all. .
. agreed it should not work this way in the future,” said Kantor.

Mr. Ruggiero confirmed the importance he attaches. to assuring the
effective operation of the WTO. "With this important decision
taken, the United States looks forward to working with its
trading partners and the new Director General and his management
team.on the work ahead of us in the WTO," Kantor said.

The U.S. and its trading partners, including the EU, have
discussed a number of issues, which have been raised subsequently
with Mr. Rugglero. His responses to these important guestions
constitute a "meeting of the minds." We are satisfied that his
stewardship will advance our mutually shared goals.

*

Tofl 8/10/00 11:28 AM
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

. . 95-19
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto
Wednesday, March 22, 1995 Dianne Wildman

Kirsten Powers
Jamal Simmons

Statement by United States Trade Representative Mickey Kantor
on January 1995 Trade Figures
\
The Commerce Department this morning reported U.S. trade figures
for January, 1995.

The U.S. deficit of trade in goods with Japan declined from $5.5
billion in December to $4.9 billion in January, 1995. The
deficit for January was $600 million less than the monthly
average for the full year 1994.

Overall, however, the trade deficit increased sharply from
December, 1994 to January, 1995. - The deficit for goods alone
rose from $12.9 billion to $17.2 billion, while for goods and
services the deficit increased from $7.3 billion to $12.2 )
billion.

A similar pattern appeared -last year, w1th the def1c1t moderatlng
in December and, from the December base, rising sharply in

January.

In the December to January comparison of a year prior, the

deficit jumped by.73% -- or by $3.3 billion. In the 1994/1995:.. -
comparison, the deficit increased by 56% -- or by $4.4 billion. . .~

In short, while the deficit was up sharply this past January, the:

course of the trade balance for the year as a whole is still
uncertain. There remains a significant possibility of the
deficit's peaking and beginning to moderate later this year or
early next year.

Elsewhere, the U.S. goods balance with Mexico moved to deficit in
January ($863 million). The movement to a period of monthly
deficits is not unexpected in light of the current liquidity
problem in Mexico and its near-term éffect on 'that country's
external accounts.

With South and Central America, however, the United States
maintained an overall goods trade surplus in January ($387
million), albeit significantly smaller than the December surplus.

8/10/00 11:28 AM
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICB OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE .
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 ¢

: 95-20
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE . Coqtact: Anne Luzzatto
Friday, March 24, 1995 Dianne Wildman

Kirsten Powers
Jamal Simmons
I

+ PRESIDENT CLINTON EXTENDS GSP BENEFITS TO
THE WEST BANK AND GAZA STRIP

‘Vice President Gore, following a meeting with Palestinian

Chairman Arafat in Jericho March 24, announced that President .
Clinton has signed a proclamation extending the benefits of the
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) program to the West Bank
and Gaza Strip.

The GSP program offers duty-free access to the U.S. market for

‘more than 4,600 agricultural and industrial products. Effective

on April 7, 1995, the West Bank and Gaza Strip will be eligible
to export all of these products to the United States duty-free.

The purpose of the GSP program is to offer incentives to o
developing economies that will encourage development; attract ' .-
investment and increase trade. The United States believes that -
increased trade is an effective means of encouraging broad-based
economic development and a key means of sustalnlng econonmic

reform and liberalization. : :

8/10/00 11:28 AM
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THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

Executive Office of the President
Washington, D.C. 20506
95-22-
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto
Friday, March 31, 1995 - Dianne Wildman

Kirsten Powers
Jamal Simmons
(202) 395-3230

USTR RELEASES 1995 INVENTORY OF FOREIGN TRADE BARRIERS

The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative today released the tenth annual
U.S. report on foreign trade barriers at a press conference given by USTR
General Counsel and Senior Negotiator Ira Shapiro. He noted that, "this report
provides the factual basis for USTR to carry forward its three-fold agenda: to
implement existing agreements, enforce these agreements and U.S. laws, and
expand trade opportunities around the world."

The 1995 National Trade Estimate Report on Foreign Trade Barriers (NTE)

lists a wide range of trade barriers maintained by our trading partners that
restrict our exports as well as those of other nations. The mandate for the NTE
report, established by the Congress, is to list all significant trade barriers,
whether or not they are consistent with international trading rules. Examples

of major remaining barriers include policies: restricting the import of goods .
and services, export - subsidies; deficiencies in intellectual property protection.. -

and investment barriers. ‘

“ In the last two years,. the Clinton Admiristration has negotiated more than 70
agreements to open the world market. : The list includes the largest free trade
zone in the world (NAFTA),. the largest multilateral trade agreement in history .-
(the Uruguay Round), 38 bilateral textile agreements, 14 agreements with
Japan, a breakthrough agreement with China to. ensure intellectual property
protection, an agreement covering 80% of global shipbuilding, the largest
procurement agreement in history with the European Union, 12 bilateral
investment treaties, and a number of other accords. In addition, the

) Administration has reached agreement on the goal of achieving free and open

trade and investment with the nations of the Americas and the nations of the
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation forum (APEC) by 2005 and 2020,
respectively.

"Thanks in large part to these agreements," Mr. Shapiro observed, "trade N
barriers around the world are, in general, coming down. This year's NTE
report notes many examples where our trading partners have reduced or
eliminated trade barriers described in previous years." Mr. Shapiro added, "It
is important to carry forward this positive momentum by identifying remaining
barriers to trade and investment and working together to reduce them."

Ve
.This year's report, like last year's, takes on added significance because of the
recent reinstatement of the trade law provisions known as "Super 301." Under
these provisions the U.S. Trade Representative will identify in 1995, as in
1994, those "priority foreign country practices" the elimination of which have
the greatest potential for the expansion of U.S. exports. The identification
occurs on September 30, six months after the issue of the NTE report.

section reflects recent agreements on telecommunications, flat glass, financial
services, insurance, medical technology, cellular phones, and apples. Japan
has also announced certain deregulation measures. "Nevertheless," Shapiro
added, "the wide range of hidden, subtle barriers to imported goods and

” The longest section of the report relates to Japan. Shapiro noted that this

! 10f2 ‘ : 8/10/00 11:28 AM
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services, combined with excessive regulation, continues to limit competition,
raise prices for consumers, and thwart opportunities for Japan's trading
partners. This behavior remains inconsistent with the leadership and open
market expected from the world's second largest national economy."”

The report was prepared by the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative with
contributions from other government agencies, the private sector, and U.S.
embassies overseas. It is required annually by the Trade and Tariff Act of
1984, as amended in 1988.

[Note to editors and reporters: one free copy of the 1994 National Trade
Estimate Report is available to news drganizations from the USTR Office of
Public Affairs.]

20f2 ' 8/10/00 11:28 AM
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

95-23
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto
Friday, March 31, 19885 Dianne Wildman

Kirsten Powers
Jamal Simmons
(202) 395-3230

Statement by United States Trade Representative Mickey Kantor

The United States Government has just received a copy of Japan's
long-awaited Five~Year Deregulation plan. This is a lengthy
decument and we intend to examine it thoroughly before offering
our detailed comments. ' We are aiming to do so by the end of next
week.

We consider deregulation critical to boosting Japanese economic
growth and creating opportunities for foreign exporters and
investors. As such, we have appreciated the opportunity to
submit deregulation proposals to the Japanese Government and to
comment during various stages of the process. We hope the
Japanese Government will continue to provide ways for interested
foreign and domestic parties to comment as it 1mplements thlS'

.plan and .considers annual revisions.

8/10/00 11:28 AM
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

, . 95-24
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto
Friday, March 31, 1995 . Dianne Wildman

Kirsten Powers
Jamal Simmons
(202)395-3230

USTR ANNOUNCES ALLOCATION OF SUGAR TARIFF-RATE QUOTAS

United States Trade Representative Michael Kantor today announced country-by-country
the tariff-rate quota for sugar imports for the period .January 1, 1995, through Sept
allocations replace the allocations made for the previous tariff-rate quota that was
1994, through September 30, 1995. These allocations are necessary due to the implem
Uruguay Round Agreements. '

The allocation for each country or area is equal to the remaining quantity available
allocation for the quota period that began October 1, 1992 plus the remaining quanti
from its allocation for the quota period which began on August 1, 19%4. Any imports
amounts would be subject to the non-preferential rate of duty.

Kantor emphasized that the allocations do not alter the total amount of sugar allowe
"States through the end of the current .quota period, September 30, 1995.

1701.11.10, 1701.12.10, 1701.91.10, 1701.99.10, 1702.90.10 and 2106.%0.44 for the pe
through September 30, 1995, is allocated to each of the following countries and cust
amount equal to the remaining quantity available, if. any, from the allocation for,th
© quota .period that began October 1, 1992, plus the remaining quantity available, if a
for the quota period which began on August 1, 1994: . : '

0 The in-quota quantity of the tariff-rate quota for sugars, syrups and molasses enter

Argentina, Australia, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Columbia, Congo, Costa Rica
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El1 Salvador, Fiji, Gabon, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Hon
Jamaica, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mexico, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Panama, Papua
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, St. Kitts and Nevis, South Africa, Swaziland, Taiwan, T
Tobago, Uruguay, and Zimbabwe. )

The allocations for the quota period that began October 1, 1992, were announced by U

1992 and adjusted by USTR as announced on July 1, 1993. The allocations for the quo
began on August 1, 1994, were announced by USTR on August 11, 1994.

¢ lofl : 8/10/00 11:28 AM
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE. OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

. - 95-25
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto
Monday, April 10, 1995 Dianne Wildman

Kirsten Powers
Jamal Simmons

Threshold Changed on U.S.-Japan Supercomputer Arrangement

U.5. Trade Representative Mickey Kantor and Japanese Ambassador
Takakazu Kuriyama exchanged letters on March 31 revising the
definition of supercomputers under the.1990 U.S.-Japan
Supercomputer Arrangement to reflect technological advances in
the supercomputer market over the past five years.

"The revision, which we proposed in close consultation with U.S.
industry, will enable U.S. firms to compete more effectively in

.the growing high-performance computing market in Japan,” Kantor said.

The letters revise the definition of supercomputers from 300

-megaflops to 5 gigaflops and over, effective April 1, 1995. This
‘means that Japanese public sector procurements, with theoretical

peak ratings of 5 billion floating point operations per second
and over, will be conducted in accordance with the 1990
Supercomputer Arrangement. The letters also make it clear that
computers which are no longer defined as supercomputers under the
revision will be covered by the 1992 U.S.-Japan Computer
Arrangement.

"Over the past two years, we have seen some progress in the-
supercomputer sales and bidding environment in Japan.. The
Government of Japan purchased seven U.S. supercomputers out of a
total of 15 awards in Japanese fiscal year 1993, and six U.S.
machines out of a total of 12 procurements in Japanese fiscal
year 1994. We hope that these gains will be fully
institutionalized and that our continuing concerns over
procedural issues can be addressed over the next year," Kantor
said.

8/10/00 11:57 AM
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QFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
Executive Office of the President
Washington, D.C.

20506
, ‘ 95-26 ¢
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ) Contact: Anne Luzzatto
Tuesday, April 11, 1995 Dianne Wildman

Kirsten Powers
Jamal Simmons
(202} 395-3230

KANTOR ANNOUNCES COMMISSION ON U.S.~PACIFIC TRADE AND
INVESTMENT POLICY

US Trade Representative Mickey Kantor announced today that the
President will issue an Executive Order creating a bipartisan
Commission on U.S.~Pacific Trade and Investment Policy.

The Commission will have a broad mandate to assess both the
opportunities and the cobstacles in our trade policy With Japan,.
China and the Asia-Pacific region, and to recommend strategies
for attaining maximum opportunltles for U.S. competitive
products, services and 1nvestment ST

Kantor noted, "I belleve that the ‘work of this Comm1351on can
make a significant contribution to the efforts of the
Administration, which have been strongly supported by Congress,

to open markets and expand trade and investment in the most

dynamic economic area of the world-—- the Asia-Pacific region."

This Commission has been brought about in large part by the
leadership of Senator Jeff Blngaman "Senator Bingaman has long
been a leader and creative thinker regarding trade in the Asia-
Pacific region, particularly in the area of high-technology
goods. We are pleased that his idea of creating a high-level
Commission to review our efforts to date and give us
recommendations for future objectives will come to fruition,”
said Kantor. :

The Commission is slated to complete its report by November 30,
1995.
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-95-27 - i’
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto
Wednesday, April 19, 1995 Dianne Wildman

Kirsten Powers
Jamal Simmons
{202) 395-3230

Annual Review of Telecommunications Trade Agreements under
Section 1377 of the 1988 Trade Act Completed

United States Trade Representative Mickey Kantor announced today
that the annual review of the operation of the United States’
telecommunications trade agreements under Section 1377 of the
1988 Trade Act was completed March 31, 1895. This review was
completed concurrently with the release of the 1935 National
Trade Estimates Keport. The review of agreements with Canada,
Mexico, and Korea identified no violations of telecommunications
trade agreements. The review of agreements with Japan by March
31 identified no violations, but a subsequent decision by NTT's
personal handyphone subsidiary not to adopt the open procurement
procedures of the NTT agreement may be a circumvention of that
agreement.

"Telecommunications~is a priority at USTR, and it is essential . .
that U.8. firms receive the benefits guaranteed them under our P
trade agreements,". said Ambassador Kantor. '

As was announced on March 25, 1995, the United States and the
Government of Korea reached an agreement resolving outstanding
problems of Korean compliance with the 1392 telecommunications-
trade agreement. This included ensuring non-discriminatory
procurement. by Korea Telecom, the government-owned operator, and
determining that Korean type approval was not necessary for
telecommunications equipment which does not cause harm to the
public network. The value of the market access to U.S. companies
resulting from Korea's commitments is estimated at over 100
million dollars.

With respect to telecommunications trade agreements with Japan,
the annual review identified no violations of the agreements
concerning government procurement, third party radio and cellular
network, network channel terminating equipment, satellite
procurement, and the provision of international value-added
network services. However, there is a concern with respect to
compliance with the U.S.-Japan Arrangement on NTT Procurement.
NTT Personal Communications Network, a subsidiary of NTT created
to provide personal handyphone services, is unwilling to adopt
voluntarily the procurement procedures of the arrangement. USTR
is reviewing whether this is a circumvention of that government-
to-government trade agreement.

Ambassador Kantor stressed the importance of full Japanese
compliance with these agreements, particularly noting the
agreements concluded with Japan in 19%4. "We will continue,” he
said, "to work closely with' industry to monitor progress on all
the agreements.” . )

Regarding our agreement with Canada and Mexico, the annual review
identified no violations of the telecommunications provisions of
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the NAFTA. We are continuing to work with our NAFTA partners to.
harmonize telecommunications standards throughout North America.

"Our telecommunications companies are the most competitive in the

world,” Kantor stated. "We intend to monitor closely
implementation of all telecommunications trade agreements."
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95-28
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE : Contact: Anne Luzzatto
Friday, April 21, 1995 Dianne Wildman

Kirsten Powers
Jamal Simmons
(202) 395-3230

STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR MICKEY KANTOR

In light of the importance of trade in our bilateral relations,

President Clinton and President Cardoso asked Minister Lampreia '
and me to conduct a review of U.S.~Brazil bilateral trade

relations. While the specific agenda will be open and

discussions informal, the focus of our review is on strategic

trade relations and the overall direction of our bilateral trade

relationship. The Presidents want us to provide them our

recommendations by November 1. .

In particular, the Presidents requested recommendations on issues
such as: ’

(1) measures or arrangements to expand bilateral U.S.
-Brazilian trade and to strengthen our trade .relations;

(2) means by which the United States and Brazil, both
: individually and through our participation in NAFTA and
MERCOSUL, can work together to contribute to the
achievement of the Free Trade Area of the Americas
(FTAA) and to attain concrete progress toward that end
by the year 2000;

(3) the potential for establishing links between the NAFTA
and MERCOSUL -- in consultation with our respective
partners in those trade arrangements -- reflective of
linkages being established between other subregional
integration arrangements and trading partners in the
hemisphere; and .

{4) means by which Brazil and the United States can support
the World Trade Organization (WTO).

Minister Lampreia and I agreed that our staffs would meet by

May 3 to work cut a specific agenda and timeframe for reviewing
these issues. The Minister and I plan to meet again at the Trade
Ministerial, scheduled for June 30 in Denver, to consider the
progress our staffs have made on this review.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

. 95-29
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto
Friday, April 21, 19%% Dianne Wildman

Kirsten Powers
Jamal Simmons
{202) 395-3230

STATEMENT OF AMBASSADOR MICKEY KANTOR

Argentine Foreign Minister Guido Di Tella visited Washington this week to explain th
that President Carlos Menem has taken to improve intellectual property rights protec
Argentina. I appreciate Minister Di Tella coming here to meet and describe what is

We value our relationship with Argentina very highly, and appreciate the seriousness
the Menem Administration is approaching the area of intellectual property rights. I
made substantial progress in our discussions this week, and I am very encouraged. T
exchanges will have a positive impact on our decisions next week when we conclude ou
review under Special 301 of the Trade Act.
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95-30 ¢
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - Contact: Anne Luzzatto
Thursday, April 27, 1995 ° ‘ Dianne Wildman

Kirsten Powers
Jamal Simmons
(202) 395-3230

. USTR KANTOR WELCOMES THE ACTPN REPORT
ON DISPUTE SETTLEMENT IN THE WTO

U.S. Trade Representative Mickey Kantor today welcomed the
release of the report by the Advisory Committee on Trade Policy
and Negotiations (ACTPN) on the implementation of Dispute
Settlement in the World Trade Organization. Kantor said the
report provides timely, useful advice on possible approaches to
increase the transparency and credibility of the dispute
settlement process in the World Trade Organization (WTO).

The report recommends specific measures to be taken with respect
to the WTO and internal U.S. government WTO practices designed to
increase the transparency and credibility of the dispute
settlement process.

The report also‘reéommends that the United States should make

-implementation of the WTO, and in particular the dispute

settlement process, a top priority. The United States should
pursue all practicable initiatives that are consistent with the
WTO Agreement to improve transparency of the WTO, and assure the
integrity of the new WTO dispute settlement process. Finally,
the Administration should strengthen its domestic consultation
process to encourage more effective participation to maximize the
benefits to the United States of the WTO process.

Kantor stated that the report provides many useful
recommendations of specific actions to be taken at the WTO and
internally to ensure the transparency and effective
implementation of the WTO dispute settlement process. "If the
recommendations of the report are implemented, the credibility of
the dispute settlement process will be significantly enhanced.
The comments in the ACTPN report reflect this Administration's
goal of achieving a fast, effective, and transparent dispute
settlement process within the WTO," said Kantor..

Copies of the ACTPN WTO Task Force Report will be available in
the public reading room of the Cffice of the United States Trade
Representative.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

95-32
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto
Saturday, April 29, 1995 Dianne Wildman

Kirsten Powers
Jamal Simmons
{202} 395-3230

USTR ANNOUNCES TWO DECISIONS:
TITLE VII AND SPECIAL 301

United States Trade Representative Mickey Kantor today announced decisions and
initiated actions in two important areas: Special 301 -~ protection of intellectual
rights -- and Title VII/discrimination in foreign government procurement.

Today's decisions reflect the Administration's continued resolve to take strong
measures to ensure comparable market access and intellectual property protection for
products and to promote more open foreign procurement practices -- measures which ar
to this Administration's policy of opening markets and creating opportunities for U.
companies and jobs for U.S. workers.

Title VII

"In announcing this year's results, Ambassador Kantor called Title VIT ."a valuable to
‘breaking down discriminatory government procurement practices around the: world." Du
~this Administration alone, Title VII has been used to achieve a number of agreements

including:

-- " the 1993 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) w1th the EU, followed up by
the 1994 Marrakesh Agreement; : :

- a constructlon agreement with Japan in January 1994;

-— and, in October 1994, the Framework Agreements with'Japan on
: telecommunications and medical technology. .

1985 Results

This year, no new identifications were made, but several areas deserving special att
issues of substantial concern were highlighted in this year's report to Congress. T
are: ) ,

Corruption and Transparency: The issue of corruption in foreign procurement and lack
transparency in procurement practices is an important one. Kantor said, "This Admin
is determined to increase public awareness of these problems and push initiatives to
government procurement practices around the world. Efforts to eliminate corruption i
government procurement and increase transparency will not only eliminate persistent
international trade barriers, but will also benefit foreign governments' standing wi
domestic constituencies and increase their efficiency.” »

The United States has taken the lead in promoting international disciplines against
including through work in the OECD and the Summit of the Americas (SOA).

Coupled with efforts on corruption, the Administration is pursuing initiatives on t
in procurement. These pursuits include expanded membership in the WTQ Government
Procurement Code, which Kantor called, "the best guarantee against discrimination in
government procurement,” and through further work in the SOA and APEC.

German Implementation of the 1993 Mou: This year's Title VII Report also hlghllghts
concerns with German implementation of the 1993 U.S.~-EU MOU on Government

8/10/00 11:58 AM
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Administration's concerns have been heightened by difficulties a U.S. .firm has exper
‘obtaining a German rev1ew of allegatlons of dlscrlmlnatlon in a steam turbine procur
covered by the MOU. .

. Procurement, which covers the government-owned power generation utility sector. The

Because of these concerns, Kantor intends to monitor German implementation of the MO
‘ very closely to ensure that U.S. flrms get a fair shake in this very important secto

Japan Telecommunications and Medical Technology Since the last Title VII review, t
United States has -concluded government procurement agreements with Japan in the
telecommunications and medical technology sectors. Upon conclusion of these agreeme
United States terminated the 1994 Title VII identification of Japan in October 1994.
of consultations with Japan under these two agreements is scheduled to take place th
The United States is monltorlng closely Japanese compliance with these agreements to
that tangible progress is achieved.

Kantor also announced that the 1994 Title VII report to Congress will include inform
procurement practices of Australia, Brazil and China, in addition to Japanese procur
practices in two other sectors -- supercomputers and computers. .

Finally, . Ambassador Kantor noted that the sanctions first applied in 1993 égainst th
discrimination in the telecom sector continue and are being extended to the three ne
states -~ Austria, Finland and Sweden

Special 301

Accomplishments Over The Past Year

. Ambassador Kantor today noted the substantial progress made over this past 'year in i
intellectual property protection, particularly in those countries whose practices ha
major IPR concerns in the past. This progress included countries -that U.S. industry
had recommended for "priority foreign country” designations this year.

. A most important accomplishment was the successful conclusion of the U.S.-China IPR
Enforcement Agreement, signed on February 26. This agreement commits China to stron
measures to curb piracy--particularly in computer software, audiovisual works, paten
and trademarks. The signing of the agreement concluded an eightrmonth section 301
investigation into China's IPR enforcement practices.,

Very recent additional progress included implementation of what Kantor expects to be
improved patent protection in Argentina; new bilateral understandings with Bulgaria
copyright and Singapore on patents, as well as a commitment announced by Indonesia t.
strengthen copyright enforcement, particularly for computer software. Kantor also t
careful note of Turkey's recent commitment to the EU to implement modern IPR protect
Nothing longstanding concern about the lack of adequate intellectual property protec
Turkey, Kantor stated that the USTR will monitor this development closely.

Kantor pointed out that many other trading partners also made progress this year in
longstanding problems. Over the last 12 months, new copyright laws or amendments we
enacted or brought into effect in several countries including Australia, Costa Rica,
Panama, Poland, New Zealand and Thailand. New patent legislation was enacted in Mex
and Coélombia. New trademark legislation became effective in the Ukraine. Improved
enforcement procedures were implemented in Italy, Korea, Saudi Arabia, Taiwan and th
UAE. Bahrain, Paraguay, Poland, Russia and Saudi Arabia joined international IPR
conventions. Trinidad and Tabago signed a bilateral IFR agreement with the United 8
an understanding with Japan was reached regarding certain patent issues.

Kantor noted that further progress can be expected as a resilt of the ceoming into ef

year of the WTC's TRIPs Agreement (Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectua .
Property rights). "The United States has now fully implemented its TRIPs ocbligation

many instances in advance of the required implementation date of January 1, 19%6. W

to other countries to do the same. We will continue to press’'all WTO member~countri

implement their TRIPs obligations in the shortest possible time.”
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Special 301 De01 ;ions
. Given the substantlal recent progress noted above, Kantor announced that there will

' priority forelgn country designations at this particular time. However, he stressed
intentionally increased the number of out-of-cycle reviews that will be conducted th
Through the "out-of-cycle” review process, Kantor plans to review progress in certai
countries duging the course of the year, rather than only at the end of April when t
review occurs. Kantor further stressed that.the 1974 Trade Act permits USTR to make
additional i?entifications at any time that the facts warrant.

Kantor annougced placement of eight trading partners on the "priority watch list."

these countr%es~~8razml Greece,'Japan, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey will be subject to
during the course of the year to ensure that pressure 1s maintained to these countri
progress. other countries on the prlorlty watch list are the European Union, India

Kantor stated: "1 look for and expect continued progress by'all countries in meeting

concerns. This includes raising the ‘level of intellectual property protection at le

standards asfquickly as possible. However, in the coming months I will not hesitate

designate as.a priority foreign country any country where such a designation is warr
|

Kantor furth§r announced that 24 countries would be placed on the "watch list,” and

Arab Emirates, Indonesia and South Africa.

Kantor also noted growing concerns about IPR problems in five countries and highligh
developments|in, and expectations for progress in six countries.

Details of A?bassador Kantor's special 301 decisions are provided in the attached Fa

i

FACT SHEET

18985 Title VII Decisions

United States Trade Representative Michael Kantor announced today the Administration
decisions with respect to this year's review under Title VII of the Trade Act of 197
amended by the 1988 Omnibus Trade and Competltlveness Act and the 1994 Uruguay Round
Agreements Act.

The 1995 report reflects considerable progress made in the last year on government

procurement. 1 Achievements include the signing of the new WTO Government Procurement

Code last Aprll the conclusion of a historic U.S.-EU agreement as part of the new C

the successful conclusion of the Framework Agreements with Japan on telecommunicatio
. and medical technology.

The Administration expects to build on this progress by pursuing initiatives on tran
procurement land expanded membership in the WTO- Government Procurement Code, as well
as initiatives in the Summit of the Americas and APEC that countries agree to increa
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transparency |in procurement systems.

The Title VIq announcement includes the following elements:

o]

Th% Clinton Administration is determined to increase public awareness of
problems of corruption in foreign procurement and lack of transparency.in
procurement practices and will push initiatives to address government
procurement practices around the world :

Due'to concerns with German 1mplementatlon of the 1993 U.S. -EU bilateral
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) covering the heavy electrical sector, th
Administration intends to monitor German 1mplementatlon of the MOU very
closely to ensure that U S. firms get ‘a fair shake in thls‘very important

‘Problems a U.S. firm has experienced in obtaining a German review of
allegatlons of discrimination in a steam turbine. procurement covered by th
MOU suggest that our concerns are warranted.

USTR will maintain the sanctlons imposed against the EU on May 28 1983 fo
EU dlscrlmlnatlon with respect to telecommunications equipment, as well as
extend theses sanctions to the three new EU member states, Austria, Finlan
and Sweden. )
| : .

US?R will report to Congress information on the following discriminatory

procurement practices, which do not meet the criteria for identification u
Title VII, but are of concern: , A . R

-- Australia for discriminatory practices in the information technology e
sector; o ,

- Brazil for discriminatory practices in the computer, software,
telecommunications .and.digital electronics sectors;

- China for non-transparent government procurement practices, although

progress has been made in the last year; and

- .Japan for dlscrlmlnatory practices in the supercomputer and computer
sectors.

! ' : 8/10/00 11:58 AM
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"SPECIAL 301" ON INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
ACTIONS TAKE%

United Stateg Trade Representative Michael Kantor announced today
the Administration's decision with respect to this year's review

under the sofcalled "special 301" provisions of the Trade Act of

1974 (Trade Act)

This dec131og reflects the considerable progress made over the
course of 1994 and thus far in 1995 in resolving intellectual
property problems with many countries. It also reflects the
increasing generdl level of protectlon for intellectual property
in other countries resulting in part from the accelerated
lmplementatlon of the WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of

'Intellectual‘?roperty Rights (the TRIPs Agreement)

Ambassador Kantoz s decision mncludes the follow1ng specific
actions? |

For "priority -watch list" countries:

The Administration announced that "out-of-cycle" reviews would be
conducted with the following countries: .

By October:

O Greece: | We seek enactment of a broadcast law and vigorous
action against unauthorized broadcasting of U.S. films.

(| Saudi Arabia: We look for contlnued enforcement against
copyright piracy.

By mid-December:

c Turkey:iTo ensure that Turkey is modifying laws and
practices to provide modern copyright, trademark and patent
protect%on and enforcement.

H .

t R - .
The Administ%ation will review the status of bilateral talks with
Japan over p?tent scope issues in mid-December as well.

The Administfétion placed three additional trading partners on
the priority]watch list: Korea, the EU and India.

For "watch liét" countries:

1
The Admlnlstratlon announced that "out-of-cycle" reviews would be
conducted Wlth the following countries:

l

|
|

t
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' !
By end of -July:
|

O Argentina: To review implementation of patent issues,
as well as the protection of data submitted for marketing
approva%(against unauthorized disclosure or use in the
review %f other applications.

' !
By mid-September:

o South~A%rica: We seek solutions to trademark problems.
By October: i
O The United Arab Emirates: To review whether continuing

progress is occurring in the UAE's fight against piracy and
counterfeiting.

By mid—DecemQér:

i
| Indonesia: to ensure that Indonesia is taklng steps against
software and book. plracy

E
The Administration placed 20 other countries on the "watch list”
as described!below.

In addition, :the Administfation noted growing concerns about IPR
problems in five countries and highlighted developments in, and
expectations]for progress in six countries.

The Admlnlstgatlon relterates its commltment to ensure full and.
effective implementation of the "special 301" provisions of the
Trade Act and rapid implementation of the WTO TRIPs Agreement

‘The Admlnlst;atlon will continue to encourage other countries to
.accelerate implementation of the WTO TRIPs agreement and. move to

even higher gevels of IPR protection. To these ends, the
Administration will continue to engage countries in dialogues -
aimed not only at resolving the problems that brought about. thelr
inclusion on the "special 301" lists, but alsc seeking an
improvement ﬂn the overall level of intellectual property -
protection. |

|

STATUTCRY AU?HORITY

] )
The "special |301" provisions of the Trade Act of 1974, as
amended, reqqire the USTR to determine whether the acts, policies
and practices of foreign countries deny adequate and effective
protection og intellectual property rights or fair and equitable
market access for U.S5. persons who rely on intellectual property
protection. |["Special 301" was amended in the Uruguay Round
Agreements’ Act to clarify that a country can be found to deny
adeguate andleffective intellectual property protection even if
it is in compllance with its obligations under the TRIPs
Agreement. It was also amended to direct the USTR to take into

I
(account a country's prior status and behavior under "special

301. |

| . ,
Once this po¢l of countries has been determined, the USTR is
required to de51qnate which, 1f any, of these countries should be
designated "prlorlty foreign countries. "Priority foreign
countries"” are those countries that: '

(1} ha%e the most onercus and. egregious acts, policies and

practices which have the greatest adverse impact
(actual]or potentlal} on the relevant U.S. products,

|
|
|
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and, /

‘ (2)° are not engaged in good faith negotiations or making
significant progress in negotlatlons to address these
problems

If a country Hs identified as a "priority. forelgn country", the
USTR must de01de within 30 days whether to initiate an
1nvest1gatlonlof those acts, policies and practices that were the
basis for identifying the country as a "priority foreign
country”. A "special 301" investigation is similar to an
investigation| initiated in response to an industry Section 301
petition, except that the maximum time for an investigation under
Section 301 is shorter in some circumstances (i.e., where the
issue does not involve a violation of the Agreement on TRIPs).
l
The USTR undertakes a review of foreign practices each year
within 30 days after the issuance of the National Trade Estimates
(NTE)} Report.| Today's announcement follows a lengthy. information
gathering and| negotiation process. The interagency Trade Policy
Staff Committee that advises the USTR on implementation -of
"special 301"‘obta1ns information from the private sector,
American embass1es abroad the United States' trading partners,
‘and the NTE report
This,Administration is determined to ensure the adequate and
effective protection of intellectual property rights and fair and
equitable market access for U.S. products. The measures
.. - .. announced today result from close consultations with affected
oo cindustry- groubs and Congressional leaders, and demonstrate the-
: Admlnlstratlon s commitment to utilize all available avenues to
pursue resolutlon of intellectual property issues. In issuing-
the announcement, Ambassador Kantor is expressing the
Admlnlstratlon s resolve to take uniformly strong actions under
the. "spec1al 301" provisions of the Trade Act.

DESCRIPTION BY COUNTRY OF EXISTING SITUATION AND MEASURES TAKEN

Priority Watch List

The Admlnlstratlon has decided to place eight trading partners on
the priority Watch llSt because the lack of adequate and
effective intellectual property protection or market access in
these countrles is espec1ally 51gn1f1cant for U.S. interests.

USTR will devote special attention to resolving these problems,
many of whlch|are longstanding. The trading partners are:

Brazil continues to fail to adequately protect intellectual
property. Bra21l was designated a "priority foreign country" in
1993 and a seotlon 301 investigation was initiated. The ' o
Administration terminated that investigation and revoked Brazil's
"priority foreign country" status in February, 1994 after the
Government olera 211l described measures it was taking and would
take to 1ncrease IPR protection. Legislation to modernize
Brazil's patent law continues to remain under consideration in-
Congress; amendments to the copyrlght law have not been
introduced, although computer software legislation was recently
submitted. THe Administration looks for Brazilian enactment of
modern patent, trademark and copyright legislation. An "out-of-cycle"
review will Dbe completed to assess progress made in

Brazil. The Administration will. take appropriate action based on’

| i |
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the findings of the review.:- .

. | :
The European!Union continues to deny equitable access to U.S.
providers of television programming through the use of television
broadcast quotas. In addition, certain EU member-states, France
and Belgium, requ1re the denial of national treatment to U.S.
rights holders Patent filing fees in the EU and in its member-
states are extraordlnarlly expensive; fees associated with
filing, 1ssuance and maintenance of a patent over its life far
exceed those in the United States. The patent "working
requirement"” hn certain member states may discriminate against

. products manufactured outside the. -European Union.

Greece has noF yet acted to stop motion picture and sound
recording piracy, including w1despread unauthorized broadcasts of
protected films and T.V. programs by unlicensed television
stations. Greece has also failed to enact a new broadcast law
which would h%lp address this problem. This problem led the
Admlnlstratlon to elevate Greece to the "priority watch list" in

November, 1994. Although a few actions were taken by the Greek

< Government agblnst unauthorized broadcasts by unlicensed T.V.

8of18

stations afte# this change in "special 301" listing, piracy still
remains_essenrially unchecked. The Administration will maintain
Greece -on the| "priority watch list" at this time. However, an
"out-of-cyclel" review will occur by October, by which time.the
Administration looks to Greece to have more aggressively
addressed the%e problems. .The Administration will take
appropriate actlon which could include trade measures based on
the results of the review. oo

Indla was a "£riorlty forelgn country” from 1991-1993.:. In- 1994,
the Admlnlstratlon moved India to 'the "priority watch llSt,"
largely on the basis of positive amendments to its copyright law.
However, implementing regulations .governing the .new copyright law
have not been| put in place and enforcement is not yet effective.

"As part-of its implementation of the WTO agreements, India

implemented the patent "mailbox" provisions of the TRIPs
agreement. prever, these provisions have not yet been passed by
India's Parllament Moreover, India's industrial property laws
continue to fall short of providing adequate and effective

protection. Fn particular, the Administration looks to India to

- enact modern patent and trademark legislation.

|
Japan Despite conclusion of two patent—related agreements in
1994, patent-ielated problems continue, particularly with respect
to the'narrowlscope and interpretation of patent claims in Japan.
This practice|has severely limited the ability of U.S. patent
holders in a range of industries, partlcularly biotechnology, to
acquire exclu51ve rights comparable to those available to
Japanese patent holders in the United States. The U.S. and Japan
have agreed to begin discussion of these issues in June. The
status of these discussions will be reviewed in mid-December.
Other contlnulng patent problems remain to be addressed as well,
as does U.S. concern about enforcement against computer software
piracy and retroactlve copyrlght protectlon for sound recordings.

|
Korea Major problems include large amounts of end-user software
piracy, particularly by large conglomerates; lack of recognition
of well- known|trademarks, failure to protect pre-1987 works under
the copyrlght|law, lack of protection for trade secrets and
software and motion picture import valuation. With respect to
this last issue, Korean Customs is valulng imports of software
and video fllﬁs on the basis of the full value of their content,
rather than the medium, contrary to international practice.

I . .
Concerns haveralso been expressed recently about consideration
| .

! .
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being given to permitting computeﬁ software decompilation.

Saudl Arabia has been kept on the "priority watch list", with an
out~of-cycle rev1ew scheduled by October 1995. Saudi Arabia made
considerable progress in intellectual property protection over
the past year|. It deposited its instruments of accession to the
Universal Copyright Convention in April 1994, and protection for
foreign works| took effect on July'l, 1994. 1In recent months,
Saudi Arabia has begun to take action enforcing copyrlght
protectlon ;t remains on the priority watch list in order to
give the U.S. time to assess the ongoing effectiveness of these
efforts 1n redu01ng the availability of pirated software, videos
and sound recordings. Saudi Arabia's copyright law contains
deficiencies making it incompatible with international standards,
including an Enadequate term of protection.

Turkey has been kept on the "priority watch list™ because it
continues to pack modern patent or copyright legislation.
Enforcement of existing copyright law is ineffective and
copyright plracy is widespread. Turkey is a significant producer
of pirated pharmaceutlcal products because such products are not
patentable there In March 1995, ‘in the course of customs union
negotiations with the European Union, Turkey committed itself to
bring its intellectual property laws-into line with internaticnal
norms over the next four years. In April 1995, Turkey's
Parliament began debate on amendments to the copyright law that

. would address| many, although not all, of the shortcomings in the

current law. | A draft patent law has also been prepared; the
question of when Turkey will begin to protect pharmaceutical
products is nbt yet resolved, however.. The draft does not
contain "plpellne" protection for: pharmaceutlccl products. An
out-of-cycle review will be held no ‘later than December 15, 1995
to assess the'extent to which Turkey, in the.interim, has
extended effectlve protectlon to the: holders of U.S. intellectual

property. [
|

¥

| © Watch List
1

In reviewing the practices of all of our trading partners, the

USTR has deci?ed that 24 countries should be placed on the "watch
list”. - The Administration uses the "watch list” as a means of

. monitoring progress in implementing commitments with regard to

90fi8

the protection of intellectual property rights and for providing
comparable market access for U.S. intellectual property products.

Countries placed on the watch list are:

Argentina reantly addressed a major U.S. concern by issuing
regulations to implement a modern patent system. The U.S. was
pleased with khls development, resolving a longstanding problem.
However, certaln problems remain, including concerns about the
protection of data submitted for marketing approval. The U.S.
will monitor this situation carefully to ensure that this
progress is maintained and that U.S. patent applicants can

benefit fullj in a manner. consistent with modern international

patent practlce An out-of-cycle review will be conducted by the
end of July. ! '

i
Bahrain: Bahrain extended protection to foreign works when it
joined the Belrne Convention in February 1995. The U.S. urges
Bahrain to br?ng its copyright regime into line with its
obligations under the Berne Convention and the WTO, and to begin
to take effecﬁive enforcement action against widespread piracy of
copyrighted quks of all types. .

|
|
|
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U.S. is concerned about current poliéies of the' Canadian Radio-
television Communlcatlon Commission (CRTC) which discriminate .
against non- -Canadian television services. The U.S. is also
concerned by the Government of Canada's announcement in December,
1994, of its intention to seek legislation to implement
additional popicies that discriminate against non-Canadian
periodicals and to seek legislation which may discriminate )
against U.S. copyright holders. The U.S. is currently addressing
certain CRTC policies in a Section 301 investigation and will
closely monitbor the development of the proposed legislation
affecting periodicals and copyrights. ‘

. Canada: Canada has been elevated to the ‘watch list because the

Chile:  Chile's patent term is TRIPs-inconsistent, pipeline

protection remains unavailable, and there is inadequate

protection fo& plant varieties and animal breeds. Additional

problems are lcomputer software piracy, and the absence of ‘ ' k
protection for semi-conductor mask works and encrypted satellite

signals. Coﬁyriqht protection for computer software and the

existence of jrental and importation rights remain unclear. We

expect that these issues will be addressed as part of Chile's

accession to jthe NAFTA. :

China: The IPR enforcement agreement signed on February 26
-commits Chln% to strong measures to curb piracy. A top priority
for the U.S. Government will be to ensure that this agreement is
implemented fully and on schedule. The Administration will thus
monitor veryicarefully Chinese implementation of the agreement.

improvementslin.its intellectual property rights protection; as a .z W
member of.the.Andean Pact, it has enacted three Decisions on i e
intellectualtproperty which improve protection over previous Len
decisions, bgt-stillfdo not provide adequate and effective . L
protection in all areas, 'particularly in the patent area. While -
Colombia hasia modern copyright law, it hds had difficulty in
enforcing exmstlng copyright laws. The U.S. will continue to
seek a bllateral IPR agreement with Colombia.
Costa Rica: tCosta Rica's patent law is deficient is several key .
areas. The term of patent coverage is a non-extendable 12 year
term from the date of grant. 1In the case of products deemed to
be in the. "qullc interest", such as pharmaceuticals, chemicals
and agro-chemicals, fertilizers, and beverage/food products, the
term of protection is only one year from date of grant.

l
Egypt: Egypt has taken significant steps in improving the legal
framework fof protection of copyright works, and has devoted
resources to. enfor01ng its copyright law.. The U.5. remains
seriously concerned, however, about the lack of effective patent
protection iﬁ Egypt. The U.S. urges Egypt to promptly enact a
modern patent law that provides immediate patent protection for
all types of |products, including pharmaceuticals, agricultural
chemicals an? foodstuffs. .

. Colombia:. :The: Colombian Government has made significant RS R LI A

El Salvador:| El Salvador's 1ntellectual property rights law,
passed in 1993 went into effect on June 15, 199%4. The new law
has been in effect for almost a year, but the Government of El
Salvador has]yet to promulgate implementing regulations.
Enforcement Of copyrights has been a significant problem. In
addition, although El Salvador extends protection to trademarks
through its partLCLpatlon in the Central American Convention for
the Protectien of Industrial Property, trademark enforcement has
been weak. The U.S. urges the Government of El Salvador to issue
compléte lmplementlng regulatlons for the new law and enforce it
100f 18 f . o 8/10/00 11:58 AM
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for pharmaceuticals to 20 years from filing, done as a result of
the passage OF Uruguay Round implementing legislation on March 9,
1895.

. effectively. | The U.S. welcomes the extension of the patent term

3
Guatemala: Guatemala does not adequately protect pharmaceuticals
and its copyright law is deficient. The U.S. urges Guatemala to
give priority|to moving copyright law reform through its
legislature apd to offer better patent and trademark protection
The U.S. remains concerned about the interception and
unauthorized FetransmiSSion of U.S5. satellite-carried programming
by cable and multichannel microwave distribution systems.

i . .
Indonesia: Enforcement including the imposition of deterrent -
penalties for]computer software and book piracy needs to be
improved. In|.1993, the U.S. software and book publishing
industry led one of the largest ralds in Asia against pirates.
However, the chief defendants in the case received suspended
sentences. The Indonesian Government has recently announced an’
action plan 1b which it will intensify its enforcement efforts
.against copyright piracy and require Government Ministries to
purchase only;licensed software. The Government also has
promised to introduce legislation in 1995 to bring Indonesia's
copyright, trademark and patent laws into conformity with TRIPs.
We look for tpe prompt enactment of these measures. U.S. firms
continue to encounter problems with textile design piracy in
Indonesia. %n out-of-cycle review will be conducted by December
15. . - ‘

;!

:Italy: The Italian Government stepped-up enforcement efforts:over . . 7. %
-the.past.year; including several large well-publicized raids; . S
.particularly against copyright piracy. Nevertheless, . losses due :
. to piracy remain.high. The major impediment to reducing Vldeo .. A
piracy has been the inadequacy of criminal penalties. -. i N
P Counterfelting of. trademark products and alleged def1c1encmes in. - : -

the Italian judiciary have become growing concerns for U.S. Sl

industry. The patent "working requirement” in Italy may . o
discriminate against products manufactured outside the European

Union. o

| .
Pakistan: ‘Thé U.3. notes greater efforts to combat copyright
‘ [ . . §

piracy. Howeger, Pakistan's patent law provides process but not

product protecticn for pharmaceutical or agricultural chemicals.

Proving infringement of a process patent is difficult and such

patents are easily. circumvented. The U.S. seeks the prompt

revision of tﬁis law. U.S. industry concerns continue about the

inadequate protection of textile designs and trademarked

products. i .

Peru: The Peruvian Government passed a new industrial property
rights law in 1992, and, as a member of the Andean Pact, enacted
three DeCiSions on intellectual property which improve protection
over prev10us~dec351ons but still do not. provide adequate and
effective protectxon in all areas, particularly in the patent
area. The Peruvian Government needs to intensify its anti-piracy
efforts, partﬂcularly to combat sound recording and book piracy.
| ’ .

Philippines: !Under the 1993 bilateral agreement with the United
States, the Philippines committed to make "best efforts” to enact
amendments tolits copyright, patent and trademark laws by the end
of 1994, as well as take specific actions to improve its IPR
enforcement.. |[These commitments. have not been fully implemented.
The Administration looks to the Government of the Philippines to
1) enact thistlegislation quickly; 2) resolve book compulsory
licensing problemc and 3) continue progress in eliminating the
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use of pirated software in government agencies

Poland: The U S. continues to monitor implementation and
enforcement of rights provided under the copyright law enacted in
February 1994 The U.S. remains concerned that about the ’
inadequacy of}protectlon provided to sound recordings under
Poland's copxrlght regime, and urges Poland to accede to the
Convention for the Protection of Producers of Phonograms Against
Unauthorized Duplication of their Phonograms (the Geneva
Convention). |

Romania: Romania's copyright law is inadequate, and piracy rates
are high; the unauthorized use -of copyrighted works by
televisions stations 1s a particular problem. The U.S. looks to
the Government of Romania to act quickly to pass and enforce new
copyright leglslatlon, ‘as it .committed to do by the end of 1993
under the blﬂatexal Trade Agreement smgned w1th the Unlted States
in April 1992 .

Russian Fedepation: The U.S. recognizes the progress Russia has
made in establishing the legal framework necessary for the
protection of intellectual property rights, and welcomes Russia's
accession to jthe Berne and Geneva Conventions in March, 1995.
Nevertheless, high and growing levels of piracy of copyrighted
works are of |great concernr. The U.S. is prepared to work
cooperatively with the Russian government in addressing
enforcement issues, and to provide training and technical

‘assistance for that purpose.

Singapore: IPR problems centered on two: recent legislative ...~
changes that lhave had the effect of weakening patent protection
in Singapore {with respect to compulsory licensing and government

‘use.. Moreover, the U.S. looks to Singapore .to implement its

TRIPS obllgatlon> in this area by January 1, 1896. A recent
exchange of letters with Singapore is expected to address these

.concerns., - Tﬂe inadequate protection of tektile designs in

Singapore re@ains a problem.

South Africag Many U.S. firms refrained from investing or
conducting busxness in South Africa during the anti-apartheid
sanctions perlod Some of these firms are now blocked from using
the trademarks they had registered in South Africa because South
African filrms have challenged these registrations under a law
which permlts the expungement of a reglstered mark not used for
more than flve years. In addition, in enforcing the Trade Mark
Act of 1963,;Sou1h Africa has not provided protection against the
pirating of well-known internationhal marks. . The U.S. welcomes.
the expressed willingness of senior South African officials to
resolve these issues, and recognizes that effective protection of
intellectualiproperty rights plays a key role in maintaining
equitable relations with its trading partners. To determine
whether South Africa will have made progress in correcting these
shortcomings, and if not, what next steps need to be taken, the
U.S. will cohduct an out-of-cycle review by September 15.

Thailand: Thalland enacted a new copyright law in November, 1994
that addressed many U.S. concerns. As a result, Thailand was
moved from the priority watch to the watch list in November.
Certain U.S.|concerns remain, however. They include: the lack of
a TRIPs~-consistent patent law; the need to ensure that deterrent
penalties are imposed on convicted pirates, including the
establishment of IPR courts and that the software provision in
the 1994 copyright law not be implemented in such a way as to
prejudice U.S. companies, particularly with respect to government
use and/or the decompilation of software.

H
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Taiwan: The 1994 special 301 review lowered Taiwan from the
priority watch to the watch list, recognizing significant.
progress made by Taiwan. Outstanding U.S. concerns include: 1)
inadequate rétroactive copyright protection; 2) lack of
protection for integrated circuit layout designs and 3) lack of
adequate proﬁection for trade secrets. Taiwan also needs to
complete an qnderstanding with the U.S. establishing reciprocal
patent and tﬁademark filing benefits. '

{ . . .

UAE (United Afab Emirates): In September 1994, the UAE moved
decisively agaln,t the production and sale of pirated
v1deocassettes and sound recordings, and, more recently, has
stepped up action against pirated software. The U.S. commends
the UAE for 1ts commitment to copyrlght enforcement, and for the
success of 1ts enforcement efforts. The U.S. looks to the UAE to
begin to 1mprove its patent regime, and will conduct an out-of-
cycle reviewlby October to assess progress in the patent area.
Venezuela: The Venezuelan Government enacted, as a member of the
Andean Pact, | three Decisions on intellectual property which o
improve protection over previous decisions but still do not
provide adequate and effective protectlon in all areas,
partlcularly in the patent area. -Also, despite enactment of a
new copyrlght ‘law in° 1993, implementing regulations have not been
passed, the Natlonal Copyright Bureau has not been created to
ensure compl;ance with the law, enforcement is inadequate and
piracy remains a serious problem. The U.S. will continue to
monitor the law's implementation and enforcement of penalties
against infringers, as well:as recently initiated: expedited

. | ¢ . .
proceedings For patent and:trademark.-applications.

L

OTHER OBSERVATIONS.

i S . S :
This year, the USTR wishes to.draw attention to a number of

. countries wh@re the lack of adequate and effective protection of

1ntellectuaq property rights is becoming a concern. These
countries are Jcrdan, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, and Vietnam. The USTR
expects that these countries will begin to take steps to address
the shortcomllngc in their intellectual property regimes. ' The
USTR will monitor developments in these countries and, in next
year's Special 301 review, will assess the extent to which<they
have made progress in providing better protection for
intellectual property. :

t

. : ]
In addition, the USTR wishes to note developments in the

following countries.

Bulgaria_ha% taken significant steps to halt the unauthorized
production and export-of sound recordings, to raise penalties for

copyright v%olations, and to set up systems aimed at protecting

- copyright holders against infringement of their rights. The USTR

commends the Government of Bulgaria for taking these -actions, and .
expects this‘commitment to effective enforcement to continue.

Cyprus has experlenced a significant drop in copyright piracy
following the 1mplementatlon, in January 1994, of 1ts_new
copyright law. The U. S. urges the Government of Cyprus to
continue tolact agalnst piracy of software and of video and audio
recordings. | The U.S. welcomes the intention of the Government of
Cyprus to secure passage, by July 1995, of a new patent law that
would address the shortcomings in Cyprus' current patent regime.

Germany: Efforts by U.S. firms to combat high levels of computer .

i| 8/10/00 11:58 AM
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software plracy are hampered by confllctlng local, state and

.federal competency which results in inadequate protection and

insufficient sanctions. The U.S. will be monitoring German
activities to}extend required  TRIPs- consistent protection to
sound recordings by January 1, 1996.

Honduras has brafted, and intends to pass by November 1995,
copyright lawl amendments intended to address shortcomings that
remained whenfnew copyright legislation was enacted in 1993. The
U.S. continue§ to work with Honduras on achieving improved patent
andytrademarkElaws and their enforcement.

Israel has angantiquated copyright law which, combined with poor
enforcement, has led to widespread cable and software piracy. We
seek rapid reWision of the copyright law and improved -
enforcement, end passage of a law governlng licensing of
satellite 51gnals by cable operators.

, .
Paraguay continues to be a regional hub for counterfeit
production and distribution of plrated copyright works. There
are also a number of inadequacies* 1n Paraguay's IPR laws.

|
'

' SPECIAL 301

FROGRESS ON INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ISSUES

MAY 1994 - APRIL 1995

0 ’ Armenla will continue to be a Contracting State of the
.Pdtent Cooperatlon Treaty (May)

.{.

o .Bulgarla w1thdrew the declaratlon which it made under
Article. 33(2) of the Berne Convention for the .
‘Priotection of Literary and Artistic Works. The effect
ofi this withdrawal is that any disputes with Bulgaria
:under the Berne Convention ‘can now be referred to the
'Internatlonal Court of Justlce (May)

0 : The-Indian Parllament adopted comprehen51ve amendments
'to the 1957 Copyright Act bringing its copyright
reglme largely into conformity with the TRIPs
agreement Implementlng regulations had.not yet been
1ssued as of April 1995, but should occur shortly
therecfter (May)

o Costa Rica enacted amendments to its copyrlght law to
' explicitly protect computer software and increase
crlmlnal penalty provisions: (May)
| . .
o] Poland's new Law on Copyright and Neighboring Rights
entered into effect on May 23. (May)
| ‘ : .

o Tne Government of El Salvador announced on June 15 the
termlnatlon of the twice extended grace period for
1mplementatlon of the 1993 copyright law.

Implementing regulations, however, are still pénding

iﬁ the legislature. (June)
! .

0 The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office publlshed a
"Green Paper" on 1ntellectual property and the
National Informatlon Infrastructure. (July)

o Austria became a Member State of the International

Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants
(UPOV) . (July)

|
|
|
|
1
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o' Gu&ana became a member of the World Intellectual
Prbperty Organization (WIPO), and adhered to the Paris
Conventlon for the Protection of Industrial Property -
and the Berne Convention for the Protection of
therary -and Artistic Works. (July)

!

e} Sahdl Arabia acceded to the Universal Copyright ¢

Conventlon (UCC) on July 1, 1984. (July)
i :

o] A new law "On The Protection of Rights to Trade and
Se%vice Marks"” "became effective in the Ukraine. (July)

o Tﬁe United Republic of Tanzanla became a new member of
the Berne Union for the Protection of Literary and
Aﬁtlstlc Works. Also, the United Republic of Tanzania
made a declaration under Article 33(2) whereby they do
not consider themselves bound by paragraph (1) of

. Article 33 of the Berne Convention. (July)

o] ,Hungary enacted amendments to its Industrial Property
and Copyright Legislation of 1994. (July)

o 'Peru acceded to the Treaty on the International
R%gistration of Audiovisual Works. (July)

o 'Bélglum enacted the Law on copyright and Neighboring
nght and the Law Transposing to Belgian Law the
European Directive on the Legal Protection of Computer :
Progrdms (August) . . ST

T . . ]
el oL :‘.‘.EstonJa became a Contractlng State of the Patent o S
= Coopexatlon Treaty. (August) . :

S .o, . The U.s. and Japan concluded two agreements under .the . e

. “Framework; ¢ne in January and the other in August.
Lo The second agreement will effect procedural changes in
Jépan s patent processing procedures in exchange for
changes in U.S. patent processing procedures. {BAugust)

o] leer¢a became a Contracting State of the Patent
Cooperatlon Treaty. {August}

o] ) Séaziland became a Contracting State of the Patent
Cooperation Treaty. {September)

o} On September 1, 1994, the Ministry of Information of
the United Arab Emirates began the rigorous
enforvement of its 1992 copyright law, resulting in a
sharp decrease in the availability of pirated products
on the market. (September)

o] - Trlnldad and Tobago 31gned a' comprehensive bilateral
1ntellectual property rights agreement with the U.S.
‘on September 26. »

e} ' E§tonxa acceded to the Berne Convention for the
Pyotection of Literary and Artistic Works. {(October)

o] México revised its patent law to come into compliance
with its NAFTA obligations. Amendments to its 1991
industrial property law, effective October 1, create

: the Mexican Institute for Industrial Property (IMPI)
and give this agency enhanced powers to implement and
e?forve Mexico's IPR laws. (October)
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Poland 'extended the effects of its accession to the

Berne convention for the Protection of Literary and

. ArtlSth Works to Artlcles 1 to 21 and the Appendix.

(October)

_'The Trademark Law Treaty, concluded under the auspices

f WIPO, harmonizes and simplifies procedures for the

reglstration-and maintenance of trademarks. (October)

l
Thailand was .downgraded from the special 301 "priority

watch list" to the "watch list" upon passage of long- |

awaited copyright amendments. that strengthened IPR
protection and increased penalties for infringement.
(November) C !

_A-O.S;—Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) IPR enforcement

training seminar was held in Saudi Arabia with private
sector participants. (November)

i . .
The General Assembly of the European
Te}eCommunications Standards Institute (ETSI) approved
an: "interim" IPR policy to replace a more problematic
March 1993 policy that was never implemented.

(November)

| .
Aréentina became a Member State of -the International
Un;on for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants
(U?OV). (December)

] . L . '
Lithuania became a new member of the Berne Union for

the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works.

(December)
v

I ’ ) : .
Vietnam passed a new copyright ordinance in December.

(
|

Talwan 1mplemented a trademark export monltorlng

system (October)

I
Inéoneala 1ssued the final Mlnlsterlal Decree requlred

" to; 1mpLement the 1992 Film Law which legalizes the

1mport of laser discs, deregulates video distribution,
and expedites the laser disc and v1deocassette
censor;hlp process. (October)

Italy enacted the EU rental rights directive.
(November)

New Zealand enacted the Layout Designs Act of 1994,
lntended to brings its level of protection for
1ntegrated circuit layout designs into conformity with
TRIPS (November)

Co$ta Rica, Guatemala, El Salvador and Nicaragua
signed the revised Central American Convention on
Industrlal Property on November 30, 1994. Honduras
dld not sign this convention. The revised Convention

ha? not yet come into. force. (November)

Th%'European Union (EU) initiated a review of the EU
Broadcast Directive, to be completed by the end of

1995, (November)
The Government of Bolivia issued a Supreme Decree on

December 7 that provided regulations for the 1992
Copyrlqht Law. (December)

|
1
|
|
|
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New Zealand enacted the Copyright Act of 1994 to amend
the 1962 Copyright Act. New Zealand also amended
eleven other laws with 'an aim toward bringing its IPR
regime into compliance with. the TRIPs agreement
(December)

The Colombian Congress enacted legislation to ratify
the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial
Property on December 28; it is now underg01ng a reView
byl the constitutional court. (December)

Italy's Guardia di Finanza (Finance Police) conducted
its first major operation against a corporate end-user
on'December 16, raiding the Italy-based division of.
Mitsubishi Electric Europe GMBH. (December).

4
Several provisions of the TRIPs agreement became
effective on January 1 when the World Trade

Organization (WTO) came into force. (January)

Poland joined the Berne Convention. (January)

ANPEAN Decisions 344/345/351 took effect in Columbia,'
Peru and Venezuela on January 1
i

‘A hew copyright law took effect in Panama on January 1

that substantially improves its protection for
copyrighted works. (January)

v

Paraguay ratified the Paris Convention for the -

Protection of Industrial Property: (January)

The'Italian Court of Cassation reaffirmed that illegal
photocopying of books. for profit-is a:penal offense,
thus clarifying that-Law 159 adds.an administrative
sanctian to the penal offense but does not supplant
it' (February)

On February 26, the U. S and China reached an
agreement on intellectual property rights prov1ding

.improved enforcement and enhanced market access for

IPB-related industries. As a result of the agreement.
Ambassador Kantor rescinded an order to -impose $1.08
biilion of trade sanctions against China. (February)

| .
Bahrain adhered to the Berne Convention, the Paris
Convention and the World Intellectual Property

Organization (WIPO). (February)

Hungary acceded to the International Convention for
the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms
and Broadcasting Organizations (Rome Convention).
(February)

Singapore became a Contracting State of the Patent
Cooperation Treaty. Singapore also acceded to the
Paris ponvention for the Protection of Industrial
Property and the Budapest Treaty on the International -
Recognition of the Deposit of Microorganisms for the
Purposes of Patent Procedure. Singapore also brought
into effect new patent legislation. (February)

Uganda became a Contracting State of the Patent
Cooperation Treaty. (February)

'
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A ¢—7 Global Information Infrastructure (GII) Summit
was held in Brussels to begin collaboration on the
basis of eight core principles, one of which includes
a recognition that the protection of intellectual
property rights is essential to the development of the
GII. (February) '

|
The first meeting of the WTO TRIPs Council was . held in
Geneva (March)

|
Italian police forces conducted separate large-scale
raids against video and software plrates in Milan,
Naples, Rome and Genoa. (March)

l
TheiRussian Federation acceded to the Berne Convention
andito the Convention for the Protection of Producers
of ?honograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of
Their Phonograms. (March)

l
El Salvador extended its: patent term to 20 years as
part of its Uruguay Round Implementing Legislation
(Maﬁch)

On March 8 Turkey and the European Union signed a
cusﬂoms union agreement to be implemented on January
1, 1996 which will require, inter alia, Turkey to
conform with the TRIPs agreement and enact
pharmaceutical patent protection by January 1999.
(March) . . '

l. T
In response to Ambassador Kantor s request, Canada
agreed on March 7 to review the underlying Canadian
Radlo television and.Telecommunications Commission
CRTC) policy which resulted in Country Music
Tele&isionﬂsudelisting. This.policy review may result
in cnanges to existing discriminatory CRTC policies:

+
Peru :acceded to the Paris Convention for the
Protection of Industrial Property. (April)

| B
The ﬁresident of Argentina vetoed troublesome
provﬂsions of a recently enacted patent law, and
brought into effect by executive decree a new patent
law. i(April) :

Bulga&ia exchanged letters with the U.S. Government
addressing many copyright issues, particularly
relat%ng to sound recording piracy. (April)

Singapore exchanged letters with the U.S. Government
addressing concerns about Singapore's new patent law.
(Aprll)

Indonesia announced a commitment and action plan to
strengthen copyright enforcement, particularly for
computer software. (April)
|
! .
"
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