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Executive Office of the President 
Washington, D.C. 

40506 

95-13 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto 
Thursday, March 2, 1995 Dianne Wildman 

Kirsten Powers 
Jamal Simmons 
(202) 395-3230 

KANTOR ANNOUNCES TRIP TO CHINA 

U.S. Trade Representative Mickey Kantor announced today that he will travel to 8eiji 
China this month at the. in~itation of the Chinese leadership. "I plan to continue t 
of a serious, reciprocal trade relationship with the Chinese," Kantor said. "The fi 
be launching the recently reached U.S.-China agreement which provides protection for 
intellectual property rights for U.S. businesses and opens China's markets to highly 
competitive U.S. products." 

I 

lofl 8110/0011:27 AM 

http:ustr.gov
http://www


I 
.. .1

http://www.ustr.gov/releases/1995/03/95-14 

[i

•• OFFICE OF THE 	 UNITED STATES 
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
WASHINGTON 

20506 

95-14 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto 
Wednesday, March 8, 1995 Diane Wildman 

Kirsten Powers 
Jamal Simmons 
(202') 395-3230 

USTR 1995 TRADE POLICY AGENDA AND 1994 ANNUAL REPORT 

President Clinton today transmitted to Congress the 1995 Trade 
Policy Agenda 	and the 1994 Annual Report of the President of the 
United States 	on the Trade Agreements Program, U.S. Trade 
Representative Mickey Kantor announced today. 

Prepared pursuant to the Omnibus Trade and itiveness Act of 
1988, the document describes the Clinton Administration's trade 
priorities for the year ahead and revie'ws the principal trade policy 
actions and shments of 1994. Noting the end of the Cold~ar 
and the rise of the. global economy, Ambassador Kantor called on other 
nations to "assume more responsibility for promoting global growth by 
achieving comparably open markets." 

Central to the Administration's 1995 agenda are: 

(1) ing and enforcing the Uruguay Round agreements, and 
establishing the World Trade Organization as the successor entity"to the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade; 

(2) expanding regional trade by: 

implementing the North American Free Trade 
(NAFTA) and initiating negotiations aimed at Chile's acces 
the NAFTA; 

o 	 negotiating agreements with other Western Hemisphere nations to 
eliminate impediments to trade and investment, with a view 
achieving a "Free Trade Area of the Americas" (FTAA) by th 
2005; and 

o 	 pursuing the objective of free and open trade within the Asia 
Pacific Economic Cooperation forum (APEC) by the year 2020 
through expansion and acceleration of APEC's trade and inv 
facilitation programs in 

-1
such areas as 	standards, investment principles and 

(3) pursuing bilateral trade initiatives to: ' 

implementing the Framework for a New Economic 	 to 
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, 
ensure that Japan approaches the leve of openness of other 
industrial economies with respect to direct foreign invest 
market access for goods and services, most notably automob 
.and automobile parts. 

o ensuring that China adheres to exist 
apparel, affords a high 
services, and takes 
property; and 

agreements on textiles an 
of market access for g 
action to protect inte 

o eliminating European Union (EU) barriers against U.S. audiovisual 
exports and securing from the Ecompensation for the h 
required of the three new EU members Austria Finland 
Sweden; 

4 ) vigorous enfQrcing existin trade and U.S. trade laws 

In forth his view of the future, Ambassador Kantor stres'sed that 
many market-distorting practices still impede the of U.S. goods 
and services. In addition to pursuing market-opening initiatives alread 

he wrote, "the time has come to expand the scope of trade rule 
to encompass trade-distorting domestic policies and practices that are n 
current dealt with in a trade context." He cited such examples as 
excessive regulation, lack of transparency, itive behavior, 

and artificially low labor standards. 

'Note: P~blic .copiesof the 1995 Trade Policy Agenda and 1994 
Annual Report will be available Friday afternoon, March 10, 1995 
from the Office.of Public Affairs, room 103 at USTR. 

r -2
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES 
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

Executive Office of the President 
Washington, D.C. 

20506 

95-15 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto 
Friday, March 10, 1995 Dianne Wildman 

Kirsten Powers 
Jamal Simmons 
(202) 395-3230 

FOREIGN SHARE OF JAPAN'S SEMICONDUCTOR MARKET 
RISES TO.23.7% 

Foreign share of Japanese semiconductor market continued its 
-' 

upward climb, hitt an historic 23.7% in the fourth of 
1994. This the average foreign market share for 1994 to 
22.4%, up from an average 19.4% in 1993. 

"I welcome the progress we are continuing to make in ing 
the U.S.-Japan Semiconductor Arrangement," said Ambassador Mickey 
Kantor. "1994 marks the first year that the average 
market share has 20%, an important milestone in 
evaluating the success of the agreement. While I am to 
see this continued improvement, I believe that more can be 
accomplished, in certain sectors such as automotive, 
video games, and some of the emerging technologies where 
U.S. firms are highly competitive and progress has been lagging. 
Both our governments must make every effort to ensure that we 
continue to achieve the gradual and steady progress called for 
under the agreement and that the cooperation established by 'our 
two industries is maintained." 

The foreign market share was calculated by U.S. and 
Japanese government officials in accordance with the statistical 
system established under the 1991 U.S.-Japan Semiconductor 
Agreement. 

Under the 1991 Semiconductor Arrangement 

Q3 1991 14.3% 

Q4 1991 1.4.4% 

Q1 1992 14.6% 

Q2 1992 16.0% 

Q3 1992 15.9% 

Q4 1992 20.2% 

Q1 1993 19.6% 

Q2 1993 19.2% 
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Q3 1993 18.1% 


Q4 1993 20.7% 


Q1 1994 20.7% 


Q2 1994 21.9% 


Q3 1994 23.2% 


Q4 1994 23.7% 


*These market share figures sional1y calculated based 
on the same assumptions on semiconductor suppliers that 
were made in previous The two governments will 
continue to seek to resolve differences concerning treatment of 
captive suppliers as soon as possible. 
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES 
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
WASHINGTON, D.C .. 20506 

95-16 
F,OR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto 
Thursday, March 16, 1995 Dianne Wildman 

Kirs'ten Powers 
Jamal Simmons 
(202) 395-3230 

U.S. and Morocco Sign Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA) 

U.S. Trade Representative Mickey Kantor announced today that the United States and M 
have signed a Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA), during King Hassan's 
visit to the United States. "This further reinforces the importance of th 
Moroccan relationship," noted Kantor, "and will provide a mechanism to discuss ways 
increasing trade between our two nations." 

Signed.this aftemoon at Blair House, the U.S.- Morocco TIFA states that the two 
stnve to achieve mutually acceptable on trade, taxation, intellectual pro 
investment issues, and spells out the shared principles that will guide the ongoing 
It also includes a mechanism under which either party may initiate consultations on 
investment matter. 

"We expect the U.S.- Morocco TIFAto be'of significant benefit to both nations," sai 
"It will help to expand trade, dembnstrate the value of increased dialogue c 
deepen the historic friendship between us." 
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES 
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

20506 

95-17 
FOR IMJ':IEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto 
March 17, 1995 Dianne Wildman 

Kirsten Powers 
Jamal. Simmons 
(202) 395-3230 

Statement by United States Trade Representative Mickey Kantor 

We have completed our review of Japan's interim 
package of deregulation announced on March 10, and we 
believe the package falls far short of the comprehensive 
deregulation objectives set out by the Japanese Government last 
year. 

Those June 1994 goals for the deregulation plan 
included "expanding domestic demand and promoting imports, 

~:pursuing. improvements in the of national life,creatirig 
new industries and expanding consumer choice, and narrowing the 
price differentials between and the rest of the 'world." 

We share.the views expressed by all major Japanese business 
organizations that the package is deficient. In many areas, the 
Japanese proposals are vague and lack timetables for 
implementation. Other s reiterate measures 
already announced and, in some cases; already implemented. 
Moreover, explanations for why various deregulation measures 
proposed by the U.S. Government and others cannot be addressed 
are simply inadequate. ' 

While we are disappointed with the interim package, we remain 
hopeful that the Japanese Government will redouble its efforts 
over the next two weeks to put a detailed substantive, 
and comprehensive final package. 

One disappointment is in the area of auto parts where Japan's 
regulatory barriers limit competition, raise prices for 
consumers, and deny sales opportunities for foreign firms. These 
barriers are not addressed in the interim We are also 
disappointed by the lack of progress in deregulation of the Large 
Retail Store Law and of restrictions on the use of premiums. 
Although we welcome steps taken in the telecommunications area in 
the last six months, the proposals included in the interim 
package fall short of the comprehensive deregulation needed to 

ensure real competition in this sector. The package's failure t 
would help ensure that the ion process is ongoing over the next f 
also unfortunate. 

There are some notes, however. the 
Japanese Government's decision to begin a degree of 
transparency into the process by this interim package and 
to consider specific deregulation proposals made by concerned 
governments and business groups. We welcome these initial steps 
toward greater transparency and accountabil in the 
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government's decision making process. 

In addition, 'the interim plans do address some longstanding 
issues of concern to the United States. For example, the 

Government has announced measures aimed at immediate 
release from customs of air cargo at the time of arrival, as is 
commonly'done in the United States. 

We will provide more detailed comments to the Japanese Government 
on the interim package in the next week. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 


95-18 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto 
Tuesday, March 21, 1995 Dianne Wildman 

Kirsten Powers 
Jamal Simmons 

USTR Supports Renato Ruggiero as Director General 
of the World Trade Organization 

United States Trade Representative Mickey Kantor today announced 
that the United States will support the. appointment of Renato 
Ruggiero as Director General of the World Trade Organization. 

Kantor conducted extensive consultations with a broad range of 
countries in Latin America, Asia and elsewhere, including Korea, 

sponsor of Dr. Kim Chul-su for Director General. "It became 
clear from these consultations that a consensus for Mr. Ruggiero 
was possible," Kantor sajd. 

Mr. Ruggiero will serve for only one term. He will be 
succeeded by a non-European. And the process to appoint that 
successor will be designed to arrive at a consensus at as early a 
stage as possible. "This matter un became a 
hemispheric contest, the antipaihy of consensus. We are alL .. 

it should not work this way in the future," said Kantior. 

Mr. Ruggiero confirmed the importance he attaches.to assuring the 
effective operation of the WTO. "With this important decision 
taken, the United States looks forward to working with its 

partners and the new Director General and his management 
team on the work ahead of us in the WTO," Kantor said. 

The U.S. and its trading partners, including the EU, have 
discussed a number of issues, which have been raised subsequently 
with Mr. Ruggiero. His responses to these important questions 
constitute a "meeting of the minds." We are satisfied that his 
stewardship will advance our mutually shared goals. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 


95-19 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto 
Wednesday, March 22, 1995 Dianne Wildman 

Kirsten Powers 
Jamal Simmons 

Statement by United States Trade Representative Mickey Kantor 

on January 1995 Trade Figures 


The Commerce Department this morning reported U.S. trade figures 
for January, 1995. 

The U.S. deficit of trade in goods with Japan declined from $5.5 
billion in December to $4.9 billion in January, 1995. The 
deficit for January was $600 million less than the monthly 
average for the full year 1994. 

Overall, however, the trade deficit increased sharply from 
December, 1994 to January, 1995. The deficit for goods alone 
rose from $12.9 billion to $17.2 billion, while for goods and 
services the deficit increased from $7.3 billion to $12.2 
billion. 

A similar, pattern appearedlast'year, with the deficit moderating 
in December and, ,from the December base, rising sharply in " 
January. 

In the December to January comparison of a year prior, the 
deficit jumped by,73% -- or by $3.3 billion. In the 1994/1995 
comparison, ,the ,deficit increased by 56% -- or by $4 ~ 4 billion. 

In short,while the deficit was up sharply this past January, the' 
course of the trade balance for the year as a whole is still 
uncertain. There remains a signific?nt possibility of the 
deficit's peaking and beginning to moderate later this year or 
early next year. 

Elsewhere, the U.S. goods balance with Mexico moved to deficit in 
January ($863 million). The movement to a period of monthly 
deficits is not unexpected in light of the current liquidity 
problem in Mexico and its near-term effect on 'that country's 
external accounts. 

With South and Central America, however, the United States 
maintained an overall goods trade surplus in January ($387 
million), albeit significantly smaller than the December surplus. 
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 


I 

95-20 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto 

Friday, March 24, 1995 

r 
Dianne Wildman 

Kirsten Powers 
Jamal Simmons, 

PRESIDENT CLINTON EXTENDS GSP BENEFITS TO 

THE WEST BANK AND GAZA STRIP 


'Vice President Gore, following a meeting with Palestinian 
Chairman Arafat in Jericho March 24, announced that President 
Clinton has signed a proclamation extending the benefits of the 
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) program to the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The GSP program offers rluty-free access to the U.S. market for 
more than 4,600 agricultural and industrial products. Effective 
on April 7, 1995, the West Bank and Gaza Strip will be eligible 
to export all of these products to the United States duty-free. 

The purpose of the GSP program is to offer incentives to 
developing economies that will encourage development, attract .. 
investment and increase trade. The United States believes that.: 
increased trade is an effective means of encouraging broad-based 
economic development and a key means of sustaining economic 
reform, and liberalization. " 
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THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

Executive Office of the President 


Washington, D.C. 20506 


95-22 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto 
Friday, March 31, 1995 , Dianne Wildman 

Kirsten Powers 
Jamal Simmons 
(202) 395-3230 

USTR RELEASES 1995 INVENTORY OF FOREIGN TRADE BARRIERS, 

The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative today released the tenth annual 
U.S. report on foreign trade barriers at a press conference given by USTR 
General Counsel and Senior Negotiator Ira Shapiro. He noted that, "this report 
provides the factual basis for USTR to carry forward its three-fold agenda: to 
implement existing agreements, enforce these agreements and U.S. laws, and 
expand trade opportunities aroun~ the world." 

The 1995 National Trade Estimate Report on Foreign Trade Barriers (NTE) 
lists a wide range of trade barriers maintained by bur trading partners that 
restrict our exports as well as those of other nations. The mandate for the NTE 
report, established by the Congress, is to list all significant trade barriers, 
whether or not they are consistent with' international trading rules. Examples 
of maj or remaining barri.ers include .policies. restricting the import of goods .. 
and services, export·subsidies~ deficiencies in intellectual property protection.~' 
and investment barriers. 

In the last t'rlO years,.. the Cl'inton Administration has negotiated more than 70 
agreements to open the world market. The list includes the largest free trade 
zone in the world (NAFTA), the largest multilateral trade agreement in history 
(the Uruguay Round), 38 bilateral textile agreements, 14 agreements with 
Japan, a breakthrough agreement with China to ensure intellectual property 
protection, an agreement covering 80% of global shipbuilding, the largest 
procurement agreement in history with the European Union, 12 bilateral 
investment treaties, and a number of other accords. In addition, the 
Administration has reached agreement on the goal of achieving free and open 

trade and investment with the nations of the Americas and the nations of the 
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation forum (APEC) by 2005 and 2020, 
respectively. 

"Thanks in large part to these agreements," Mr. Shapiro observe.d, "trade 
barriers around the world are, in general, coming down. This year's NTE 
report notes many examples where our trading partners have reduced or 
eliminated trade barriers described in previous years." Mr. Shapiro added, "It 
is important to carry forward this positive momentum by identifying remaining 
barriers to trade and investment and working together to reduce them." 

This year's report, like last year's, takes on 
/' 

add~d significance because of the 
recent reinstatement of the trade law provisions known as "Super 301." Under 
these provisions the U.S. Trade Representative will identify in 1995, as in 
1994, those "priority foreign country practices" the elimination of which have 
the greatest potential for the expansion of U.S. exports. The identification 
occurs on September 30, six months after the issue of the NTE report. 

The longest section of the report relates to Japan. Shapiro noted that this 
section reflects recent agreements on telecommunications, flat glass, financial 
services, insurance, medical technology, cellular phones, and apples. Japan 
has also announced certain deregulation measures. "Nevertheles$, " Shapiro 
added, "the wide range of hidden, subtle barriers to imported goods and 
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services, combined with excessive regulation, continues to limit competition, 
raise prices for consumers, and thwart opportunities for Japan's trading 
partners. This behavior remains inconsistent with the and open 
market expected from the world's second largest national economy." 

The report was prepared by the Office of the U.S. Trade with 
contributions from other government agencies, the private sector, and U.S. 
embassies overseas. It is required annually by the Trade and Tariff Act of 
1984, as amended in 1988. 

[Note to editors and one free copy of the 1994 National Trade 
Estimate Report is available to news organizations from the USTR Office of 
Public Affairs.] 

',.' 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

95-23 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto 
Friday, March 31, 1995 Dianne Wildman 

Kirsten Powers 
Jamal Simmons 
(202) 395-3230 

Statement by United States Trade Mickey Kantor 

The United States Government has just received a copy of Japan's 
long-awaited Five-Year plan. This is a lengthy 
document and we intend to examine it thoroughly before offering 
our detailed comments. We are aiming to do. so by the end of next 
week. 

We consider critical to boosting Japanese economic 
growth and for foreign exporters and 
investors. As such, we have appreciated the opportunity to 
submit deregulation to the Japanese Government and to 
comment during various of the process. We hope the 
Japanese Government will continue to provide ways for interested 
foreign and domestic to comment as it implements this 
.plan·and .considers annual revisions. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 


95-24 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto 
Friday, March 31, 1995 Dianne Wildman 

Kirsten Powers 
Jamal Sirrunons 
(202)395-3230 

USTR ANNOUNCES ALLOCATION OF SUGAR TARIFF-RATE QUOTAS 

United States Trade Representative Michael Kantor today announced country-by-country 
the tariff-rate quota for sugar imports for the period January 1, 1995, through Sept 
allocations replace the allocations made for the previous tariff-rate quota that was 
1994, through September 30, 1995. These allocations are necessary due to the imp1em 
Uruguay Round Agreements. 

The allocation for each country or area is equal to the remaining quantity available 
allocation for the quot~ period that began October 1, 1992 plus the remaining quanti 
from its allocation for the quota period which began on August 1, 1994. Any imports 
amounts would be subject to the non-preferential rate of duty. 

Kantor emphasized that the allocations do not alter the total amount of sugar a110we 
'States through the end of the current .qu'ota period, September 30, 1995. 

The in~quota quantity of the tariff-rate quota for sugars, syrups and molasses enter 
1701.11.10, 1701.12.10, 1701.91.10, 1701.99.10, 1702.90.10 and 2106.90.44 for the pe 
through September 30, 1995, is allocated to each of the following countries and cust 
amount equal to the remaining quantity available, if. any, from the allocation for,th 
quota period that began October 1, 1992, plus the remaining quantity available, if a 
for the quota period which began on August 1, 1994: 

Argentina, Australia, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Columbia, Congo, Costa Rica 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, EI Salvador, Fiji, Gabon, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Hon 
Jamaica, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mexico, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Panama, Papua 
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, St. Kitts and Nevis, South Africa, ~waziland, Taiwan, T 
Tobago, Uruguay, and Zimbabwe. 

The allocations for the quota period that began October 1, 1992, were announced by U 
1992 and adjusted by USTR as announced on July 1, 1993. The allocations for the quo 
began on August 1, 1994, were announced by USTR on August 11, 1994. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE. OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 


95-25 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto 

Monday, April 10, 1995 Dianne Wildman 


Kirsten Powers 
Jamal Simmons 

Threshold Changed on U.S.-Japan Supercomputer Arrangement 

U.S. Trade Representative Mickey Kantor and Japanese Ambassador 

Takakazu Kuriyama exchanged letters on March 31 revising the 

definition of supercomputers under the 1990 U.S.-Japan 

Supercomputer Arrangement to reflect technological advances in 

the supercomputer market over the past five years. 


"The revision, which we proposed in close consultation with U.S. 
industry, will enable U.S. firms to compete more effectively in 

·the growing high-performance computing market in Japan," Kantor said. 

The letters revise the definition of supercomputers from 300 

megaflops to 5 gigaflops and over, effective 1, 1995. This 

means that public sector procurements, with theoretical 

peak ratings of 5 billion floating point per second 

and over, will be conducted in accordance with the 1990 

Supercomputer Arrangement. The letters also make it clear that 

computers which are no longer defined as supercomputers under the 

re~ision will be covered by the 1992 U.S. Compbter 

Arrangement. 


"Over the two years, we have seen some progress in the 

supercomputer sales and bidding environment in Japan.' The 

Government of Japan purchased seven U.S. supercomputers out of a 

total of 15 awards in Japanese fiscal year 1993, and six U.S. 

machines out of a total of 12 procurements in Japanese fiscal 

year 1994. We that these gains will be 

institutionalized and that our continuing concerns over 

procedural issues can be addressed over the next year," Kantor 

said. 
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES 
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

Executive Office of the President 
Washington, D.C. 

20506 

, 95-26 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto 
Tuesday, April 11, 1995 Dianne Wildman 

Kirsten Powers 
Jamal Siinmons 
(202) 395":3230 

KANTOR ANNOUNCES COMMISSION ON U.S.,...PACIFIC TRADE AND 
INVESTMENT POLICY 

US Trade Mickey' Kantor announced today that the 
President will issue an Executive Order creating a 
Commission on U.S. Pacific Trade and Investme~t Policy. 

The Commission will have a broad mandate to assess both the 
opportunities and the obstacles in our trade policy with ,\ 
China and the Asia-Pacific region, and to recommend st 
for maximum opportunities for U.S. competitive 
products, services and investment. 

Kantor noted, "I eve that the ,'work of this Commission can 
make a ficant contribution to the efforts of the 
Administration, v,lhich have been strongly supported by ,Congress, 
to open markets and expand trade and investment in the most 
dynamic economic area of the world-- the Asia-Pacific region." 

This Commission has been brought about in large part by the 
leadership of Senator Jeff Bingaman. "Senator Bingaman has 
been a leader and creative thinker regarding trade in the Asia-
Pacific region, in the area of high-technology 
goods. We are that his idea of creating a high-level 
Commission to review our efforts to date and give us 
recommendations for future objectives will come to fruition," 
said Kantor. 

The Commission is slated complete its report by November 30, 
1995. 
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-95-27 " 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto 

Wednesday, April 19, 1995 Dianne Wildman 


Kirsten Powers 
Jamal Simmons 
(202) 395-3230 

Annual 	Review of Telecommunications Trade under 

Section 1377 of the 1988 Trade Act 


United 	States Trade Representative Mickey Kantor announced today 
that the annual review of the operation of the United States' 
telecommunications trade agreements under Section 1377 of the 
1988 Trade Act was completed March 31, 1995. This review was 
completed concurrently with the release of the 1995 National 
Trade Estimates Report. The review of agreements with Canada, 
Mexico, and Korea identified no violations of telecommunications 
trade agreement? The review of agreements with Japan by March 
31 identified no violations, but a subsequent decision by NTT's 
personal handyphone subsidiary not to adopt the open procurement 
procedures of the NTT agreement may be a circumvention of that 
agreement. 

"Telecommunications is a priority at USTR, and it is essential 
that U.S. firms receive -the. benefits guaranteed them under our 
trade agreements," said 'Ambassador Kantor. 

As was announced on Mar6h 25, 1995, the United States and the 

Government of Korea reabhed an agreement resolving outstanding 


of Korean compliance with the 1992 telecommunications 

agreement. This included ensuring non-discriminatory 


procurement, by Korea Telecom, the government-owned operator, and 

determining that Korean type approval was not necessary for 

telecommunications equipment which does not cause harm to the 

public network. The value of the market access to U.S. companies 

resulting from Korea's commitments is estimated at over 100 

million dollars. 


With to telecommunications trade agreements with Japan, 

the annual review identified no violations of the agreements 


government procurement, third party radio and cellular 

network, network channel terminating equipment, satellite 

procurement, and the provision of international value-added 

network services. However, there is a concern with respect to 


with the U.S.-Japan Arrangement on NTT Procurement. 

NTT Personal Communications Network, a subsidiary of NTT created 

to personal handyphone services, is unwilling to adopt 

voluntari the procurement procedures of the arrangement. USTR 

is reviewing whether this is a circumvention of that government

to-government trade agreement. 


Ambassador Kantor stressed the importance of full Japanese 

compliance with these agreements, particularly noting the 


concluded with Japan in 1994. "We will continue," he 

work closely with industry to monitor progress on all 


If 

our agreement with Canada and Mexico, the annual review 

identified no violations of the telecommunications provisions of 
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the NAFTA. We are continuing to work with our NAFTA to. 
harmonize telecommunications standards throughout North America. 

"Our telecommunications companies are the most in the 
world," Kantor stated. "We intend to monitor 
implementation of all telecommunications trade agreements." 
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95-28 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto 
Friday, April 21, 1995 Dianne Wildman 

Kirsten Powers 
Jamal Simmons 
(202)) 395-3230 

STll,TEMENT BY AMBASSADOR MICKEY KANTOR 

In of the importance of trade in our bilateral relations, 
President Clinton and President Cardoso asked Minister 
and me to conduct a review of U.S.-Brazil bilateral trade 
relations. While the specific agenda will be open and 
discussions informal, the focus of our review is on 
trade relations and the overall direction of our bilateral trade 
relationship. The Presidents want us to provide them our 
recommendations by November 1. 

In particular, the Presidents requested recommendations on issues 
such as: 

(1) 	 measures or arrangements to expand bilaterai U.S. 
-Brazilian trade and to strengthen our trade relations; 

(2) 	 means by which the United States and Brazil, both 
individually and through our participation in NAFTA and 
MERCOSUL, can work together to contribute to the 
achievement of the Free Trade Area of the Americas 
(FTAA) and to attain concrete progress toward that end 
by the year 2000; 

(3) 	 the potential for establishing links 'between the NAFTA 
and MERCOSUL -- in consultation with our respective 
partners in those trade arrangements ~- reflective of 
linkages being established between other subregional 
integration arrangements and trading partners in the 
hemisphere; and 

(4) 	 means by which Brazil and the United States can support 
the World Trade Organization (WTO). 

Minister and I agreed that our staffs would meet by 
May 3 to work out a specific agenda and timeframe for reviewing 
these issues. The Minister and I plan to meet again at the Trade 
Ministerial, scheduled for June 30 in Denver, to conside~ the 
progress our staffs have made on this review. 
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EX~CUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 


95-29 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto 
Friday, 21, 1995 Dianne Wildman 

Kirsten Powers 
Jamal Simmons 
(202) 395-3230 

STATEMENT OF AMBASSADOR MICKEY KANTOR 

Argentine Foreign Minister Guido Di Tella visited Washington this week to explain th 
that President Carlos Menem has taken to improve intellectual property rights protec 
Argentina. I appreciate Minister Di Tella coming here to meet and describe what is 

We value our relationship with Argentina very highly, and appreciate the seriousness 
the Menem Administration is approaching the area of intellectual property rights. I 
made substantial progress in our discussions this week, and I am very encouraged. T 
exchanges will ha.ve a posi tive impact on our decisions next week when we conclude ou 
review under Special 301 of the Trade Act. 
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95-30 U 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE /" Contact: Anne Luzzatto 
Thursday, April 27, 1995 I Dianne Wildman 

Kirsten Powers 
Jamai Simmons 
(202) 395-3230 

USTR KANTOR WELCOMES THE ACTPN REPORT 
ON DISPUTE SETTLEMENT IN THE WTO 

U.S. Trade Representative Mickey Kantor today welcomed the 
release of the report by the Advisory Committee on Trade Policy 
and Negotiations (ACTPN) on the implementation of Dispute 
Settlement in the World Trade Organization. Kantor said the 
report provides timely, useful advice on possible approaches to 
increase the transparency and of the dispute 
settlement process in the World Trade Organization (WTO). 

The report recommends specific measures to be taken with respect 
to the WTO and internal U.S. WTO practices designed to 
increase the transparency and of the dispute 
settlement process. 

The report also. recommends .that the United States should make 
implementation of the WTO, and in the dispute 
settlement process, a The United States should 
pursue all practicable initiatives that are consistent with the 
WTO Agreement to improve transparency of the WTO, and assure the 
integrity of the new WTO dispute settlement process. Finally, 
the Administration should its domestic consultation 
process to encouragS more effective partic~pation to maximize the 
benefits to the United States of the WTO process. 

Kantor stated that the report provides many useful 
recommendations of specific actions to be taken at the WTO and 
internally to ensure the transparency and effective 
implementation of the WTO dispute settlement process. uIf the 
recommendations of the report are implemented, the credibility of 
the dispute settlement process will be ficantly enhanced. 
The comments in the ACTPN report reflect this Administration's 

of achieving a fast, effective, and transparent dispute 
settlement process within the WTO,u said Kantor. 

Copies of the ACTPN WTO Task Force will be available in 
the public reading room of the Office of the United States Trade 
Representative. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF T~E PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 


95-32 f; 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Anne Luzzatto 
Saturday, April 29, 1995;.,1 Dianne Wildman 

Kirsten Powers 
Jamal Simmons 
(202) 395-3230 

USTR ANNOUNCES TWO DECISIONS: 
TITLE. VII AND SPECIAL 301 

United States Trade Representative Mickey Kantor today announced decisions and 
initiated actions in two areas: Special 301 -- protection of intellectual 

s -- and Title VII/discrimination in foreign government procurement. 

Today's decisions reflect the Administration's continued resolve to tak~ strong 
measures to ensure comparable market .access and intellectual property protection for 
products and to promote more open foreign procurement practices -- measures which ar 
to this Administration's pol of opening markets and creat opportunities for U. 
companies and jobs for U.S. workers. 

Title VII 

'In announcing. this year's results, Ambassador Kantor called Title.VII."a valuable to 
'breaking down discriminatory government procurement around. the .w.orld." Du 
. this Administration alone, Title VII has been used to. achieve a number of agreements 
including: 

the 1993 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the EU, followed up by 
the 1994 Marrakesh Agreement; 

a construction agreement with Japan in January 1994; 

and, in October 1994, the Framework Agreements with Japan on 
telecommunications and medical technology. 

1995 Results 

This year, no new identifications were made, but several areas deserving special att 
issues of SUbstantial concern were highlighted in this year's to Congress. T 
are: 

Corruption and Transparency: The issue of corruption in foreign procurement and lack 
transparency in p:rocurement ices is an important one. Kantor "This Admin 
is determined to increase awareness of these problems and push initiatives to 
government procurement practices around the world. Efforts to eliminate corruption i 
government procurement and increase transparency will not only eliminate persistent 
international trade barriers., but will also benefit foreign governments' standing wi 
domestic constituencies and increase their efficiency." 

The United States has taken the in promoting international disciplines against 
including through work in the OECD and the Summit of the Americas (SOA). 

Coupled with efforts on corruption, the Administration is pursuing initiatives on t 
in procurement. These pursuits include expanded membership in the WTO Government 
Procurement Code, which Kantor calle~, "the best guarantee against discrimination in 
government procurement," and through further work in the SOA and APEC. 

German Implementation of the 1993 Mou: This year's Title VII also highlights 
concerns with German implementation of the 1993 U.S.-EU MOU on Government 
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Procurement, which covers the government-owned power ion utility sector. The 
Administration's concerns have been heightened by difficulties a U.S. ,firm has exper 

a German review of allegations of discrimination in a steam turbine procur 
covered by the MOU. 

of these conc~rns, Kantor'intends to of the MO 
very closely to ensure that U.S. firms get a fair 

Telecommunications and Medical Technology: Since the last Title VII review, t 
United States has 'concluded government procurement with Japan in the 
telecommunications and medical technology sectors. Upon conclusion of these agreeme 
United States terminated the 1994 Title VII identification of in October 1994. 
of consultations with Japan under, these two agreements is scheduled to take place th 
The United States is monitoring closely Japanese compliance with these agreements to 
that progress is achieved. 

Kantor also announced that the 1994 Title VII report to s will include inform 
procurement of Australia, Brazil and China, in addition to Japanese procur 
practices in two other sectors -- supercomputers and computers. 

Finally, ,Ambassador Kantor noted 'that the sanctions fir~t in 1993 against th 
discrimination in the telecom sector continue and are being extended to the three ne 
states -- Austria, Firiland and $~eden. 

Special 301 

Accomplishments Over The Past Year 

Ambassador Kantor today noted the substantial progress made ,over this past 'year in i 
intellectual property protection, particularly in those countries whose practices ha 
major IPR concerns in the past. This progress included countries -that U~S. industry 
had recommended for "priority foreign country" designations this year. 

A most accomplishment was the successful conclusion ,of the U.S.~China IPR 
, signed on February 26. This agreement commits China to stron 

measures to curb piracy--particularly in computer software, audiovisual works, paten 
and trademarks. The signing of the agreement conciuded an section 301 
investigation into China's IPR enforcem~nt practices. 

Very recent additional progress included implementation of what Kantor expects to be 
improved protection in Argentina; new bilateral underst with Bulgaria 
copyright and Singapore on patents, as well as a commitment announced by Indonesia t, 
strengthen copyright enforcement, particularly for computer software. Kantor also t 
careful note of Turkey's recent commitment to the EU to implement modern IPR protect 
Nothing longstanding concern about the lack of adequate intellectual property protec 
Turkey, Kantor stated that the USTR will monitor this development closely. 

Kantor pointed out that many other trading partners also made progress this year in 
longstanding problems. Over the last 12 months, new copyright laws or amendments we 
enacted or brought into effect in several countries including Australia, Costa Rica, 
Panama, New Zealand and 'Thailand. New patent was enacted in Mex 
and C,olombia : New trademark legislation became effective in the Ukraine. Improved 

procedures were implemented in Italy, Korea, Saudi Taiwan and th 
UAE. Bahrain, Paraguay, Poland, Russia and Saudi Arabia joined international IPR 
conventions. Trinidad and Tabago signed a bilateral IPR agreement with the United S 
an understanding with Japan was reached regarding certain pat~nt issues. . 

Kantor noted that further progress can be expected as a result of the coming into ef 
year of the WTO's TRIPs Agreement (Agreement on Trade-Related of Intellectua 
Property ).' "The United States has now fully implemented its TRIPs obligation 
many instances in advance of the required implementation date of I, 1996. W 
to other countries to do the same. We will continue to press 'all WTO member-countri 
implement their TRIPs obligations in the shortest possible time." 
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I 

Special 301 decisions 
I 

I 


Given the su~stantial recent progress noted above, Kantor announced that there will 
priority foreign designations at this time. However, he stressed 
intentionall~ increased the numbe~ of out-of-cycle reviews that will be conducted th 
Through the ,out-of~cycle".review process; Kantor plans to review progress in certai 
countries duning the cburse of the year, rather than only at the end of April when t

I ".
review occurs. Kantor further stressed that the 1974 Trade Act permits USTR to make 
additional identifications at any time that the facts warrant.I . 

Kantor annouJced placement of eight trading partners on the "priority watch list." 
these countries--Brazil, Greece, Japan, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey will be subject to 

I " during the courSE, of the year to ensure that pressure is maintained to these countri 
progress. Otther countries on the' priority watch list are the European Union, India 

I ' 
Kantor stated: "I look for and expect continued progress by all countries in meeting 
concerns. This includes raising the "level of intellectual property protection at Ie 
standards as!quickly as possible. However, in the coming months I will not he~itate 
designate asia priority foreign c?untry any country where such a designation is warr 

IKantor further announced that 24 countries would be placed on the "watch list," and 
Arab Emirate~, Indonesia and South Africa. 

I
Kantor also Boted growing concerns about IPR problems in five countries and highligh 
developments Iin, and expectations, for progress in six countries. 

Details of Ambassador Kantor's special 301 decisions are provided in the attached Fa 
j 

I 
I 

I 

r 

I 
I 

I FACT SHEET 


I 1995 Title VII Decisions 

United statel Trade Michael Kantor announced today the Administration 
decisions wi~h review under Title VII of the Trade Act of 197 
amended by the 1988 Competitiveness Act and the 1994 Uruguay Round 
Agreements A'ct. 

The 1995 rep!ort reflects considerable progress made in the last year on government 
procurement. i Achievements include the signing of the new WTO Government Procurement· 
Code last April, the conclusion of a historic U.S.-EU agreement as of the new C 

I ,

the successf1ul conclusion of the Framework Agreements with Japan on telecommunicatio 
and medical reChnOlOgy. 

The Administ:ration to build on this progress by pursuing initiatives on tran 
procurement land expanded membership in the WTO Government Procurement Code, as well 
as, initiatiys i~ the Summit of the Americas' and APEC that countries agree to increa 
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transparency procurement systems. 
I 

The Title VI~ announcement includes the following elements: 
1 

o Th~ Clinton Administration is determined to increase public awareness of 
Iprqblems of corruption in foreign procurement and lack of transparency. in 

procurement practices and will push initiatives to address government 
prdcurement practices around the world. 

I 

o 	 DuJto concerns with German implementation of the 1993 U.S. -EU bilateral 
Me~orandum of Understan~in~ (MOU) covering the heavy electrical iector, th 
A~inistration intends to monitor German implementation of the MOU very 
cldsely to ensure that U.S. firms get a' fair shake in this very important 

I '. 	 " 
-- 'I Problems . a U.S. firm has experienced in obtaining a German review of 
al]eg~tions of discrimination in a steam turbine procurement covered by th 
Mod suqgest that our concerns are warranted. 
I' . 

o 	 US~R will maintain the sanctions imposed against the EU on May 28, 1993 fo 
EU:discrimination with respect to telecommunications equipment, as well as 
extend theses sanctions to the three new EU member states, Austria, Finlan 
an~ Sweden. " 

I 
1 

o 	 USTR will report to Congress information on the following discriminatory 
pr6curE~ment practices, which do not meet the criteria for identification u

I . 

Tlt. 11 e VII, b ut are 0 f concern: 

I 
--I Australia for discriminatory practices in the information technology

I sector; 

Brazil for discriminatory practices in the,computer, software,--If 

tE~lecommunications .and digital electronics sectors; 

China for non-transparent government procurement practices, althougH 
progress has been made in the last year; and 

Japan for discriminatory practices in the supercomputer and computer 
s'~ctors . 
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! FACT 	 SHEET 
I 
I

"SPECIP,L 301" ON INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 

ACTIONS TAKEN 
I , I 

United States Tra.de' i ve Michae'l Kantor announced today 

the Administr.ation's decision with respect to this 's review 

under the so~called " 301" provisions of Act of 

1974 (Trade Act) . 


, , 
I 

This decisioJ reflects the consid~rable pro~ress made over the 

course of 19~4 and thus'far in 1995 in resolving intellectual 

property 'pro~lems with many countries. It also reflects the 

increasing g~neral level o£ protection for intellectual property 

in other coudtries resulting in part from the accelerated 

implementatidn of the WTO Agreement on Trade-Related s of 


, Inteliectual Ipropert y Rights (the, TRIPs Agreetn~nt) . 

Ambassador K~ntor.1 s decision includes the following fic 
actions: ' ,It 

For "priority watch list" 

The AdministJation announced that "out-,of-cycle" 'reviews would be 

conducted with the £ollowing countries: 


I 
October: 

o 	 Greece: We seek enactment of a broadcast law and vigorous 

action against ~nauthorized broadca~ting of U.S. films. 


o 	 Saudi AJabia: We look for continue~ enfo~cement 

cop~rig~t piracy. 


I 
By mid-December: 

I 
!o 	 Turkey: :To Emsure that Turkey is modifying laws and 


practic~s to'provide modern copyright, trademark and 

protection and enforcement. 


I 
I 

The Administration will review status of bilateral ks with 

over pAtent scope issues in mid-December as well. 


I 

The Administ}ation placed three additional trading on 

the prioritYlw~tCh list: Korea, the EU and India. 


I 

I 
For "watch list" countries: 

I 

The Administ~ation announced ,that "out-of-cycle" reviews would b,e 

conducted wifh the following countries: 


I 
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By end of .Ju~y: 
! 

o 	 Argentina: To review implementation of patent issues, 
as well ~as the protection of data submitted for marketing 
approval! unauthorized disclosure or use in the 
review di other applications:

I 
I 

By mid-Septerriber: 

I 
o 	 South A:5rica: We seek solutions to trademark 

I 
! 

By october:i 

C 	 The Unit:ed P,rab Emirates: To review whether continuing 
progres~ is occurring in the UAE's fight against piracy and 
counterfeiti.ng. 

IBy mid-December: 
I 

o 	 Indones~a: to ensure that Indonesia is taking 
softwar~ and book 

I 
I 

The Administiation 20 other countries on the "watch list" 
as described!below. 

I 
In addition, :the Administration noted growing concerns about IPR 
problems in five and highlighted developments in, and 
expectations Ifor progress in six countries. . 

I' 	 . 
The Administraticm reiterates its commitment to ensure full and.' 
effective :imRlementation of the "special 301" provisions the. 
Trade Act :anq rapi'd implementation of the WTO TRIPs Agreement. _.. 
The.Administiation will continue to encourage other countries to 
,accelerate implementation of the WTO TRIPs agreement and: move to 
even higher ]evels of IPR.protection. To these ends, the 
Administrati6n will continue to engage countries in dialogues' 
aimed not on~yat the problems that brought about. 
inclusion on the " 301" lists, but also seeking an 
improvement the overall level of intellectual 
protection. 

I 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY 

I 
The "special 1301" provisions of th~ Trade Act of 1974, as 
amended, require the USTR to determine whether the acts, policies 
and practice~ of foreign countries deny adequate and effective 
protection of intellectual property rights or fair and equitable

I 	 .
market access for U.S. persons who r~ly on intellectual property 
protection. I"Special 301" was amended in the Uruguay Round 
Agreements Act to clarify that a bountry c~n be found to deny 
adequate andieffective intellectual property protection even if 
it is in compliance with its obligations under the TRIPs 
Agreement. It was also amended to direct the USTR to take into 
account a co~ntryls status ~nd behavior under "special 
"301." I 

I . 
Once this pool of countries has been determined, the USTR is 
required to ~esiqnate which, if any, of these countries should be 
designated "~rio~ity foreign countries." "Prio~ity foreign 
countries" ate those countries that: 

I 
II) ha~e the most onerous and egregious acts, policies and 
practic~s which have the greatest adverse impact 
lactuallor potential) on the relevant U.S. pioducts; 

! 
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... 
and, 

(2) arei not engaged in good faith negotiations or making 

signific~nt progress in negotiations to address these 

problems;. ' 


If a countr~ ls identified as a "priority foreign country", the 

USTR must dec~de within 30 days whether to initiate an 

investigationi of those acts, policies and practices that were the 

basis for identifying the country as a "priority foreign 

country". A I"SpeCial 301" investigation is similar to an 

investi~ation initiated in response to an industry Section 301 

petition, except that the maximum time for an ~nvestigation under 

Section 301 ik shorter in some circumstances (i.e., where the 

issue does not involve a violation of the Agreement on TRIPs) . 


I 

I 


The USTR undertakes a review of foreign practices each year 

within 30 day$ after the issuance of the National Trade Estimates 

(NTE) Report. I Today's announcement follows a lengthy. information 

gathering and negotiation process. The interagency Trade Policy 

Staff Committee that advises the USTR on implementation'of 

"special 301"1 obtains information from ~he private sec~or, 

American embarsies abroad, the United States' trading partners, 

and the NTE r~port. , . 


I 
This,Administration is determined to ensure the adequate and 
effective pro~ection of lntellectdal property rights and fair and 
equitable market access fdr u.s. products. The measures 

announced tod~y result from close consultations with affected 

industrygroubs and Congressional leaders, and demonstrate the 
Administration's commitment to utilize all available avenues to 
pursue resolution of intellectual property issues. In issuing 
the 	announcem~nt, Ambassador Kantor is expressing the 
Administration's resolve to take uniformly strong actions under 
the, 	~special_~Ol" provisions of the Trade Act. 

, 	 I 


I 

i 

i 


DESCRIPTION BY COUNTRY OF EXISTING SITUATION AND MEASURES TAKEN 

I Priority Watch List 
I 

The 	Administration has decided to place eight trading partners on 
the 	priority ~atch list because the lack of adequate and 
effective intJllectual'pro~erty protection or market access in 
these countri~s is especially significant for U.S. int~rests. 
USTR will dev~te special attentio~ to resolving these problems, 
many of whichiare longsta~ding. The trading partners are: 

Brazil continJes to fail to adequately protect intellectual 
property. BrAzil was designated a "priority foreign country" in 
1993 and a se~tion 301 investigation ~as initiated. The' 
Administratiori te)~minated that investigation and revoked Brazil's 
"priority for~ign country" status in February, 1994 after the 
Goyernment oflBrazil described measures it was taking and would 
take to increAse IPR protection. Legislation to modernize 
Brazil's pate~t law continues to r~main under consideration in 
Congress; ameIfdments to the copyright law have not been 
introduced, although computer software legislation was recently 
submitted. Tne Acooinistration looks for Brazilian enactment of 
modern patent,! trademark and copyright legislation. An "out-of-cycle" 
review will b~ cbmpleted to assess progress made in 
Brazil. The Adininistration will take appropriate action based on' 

I 
i 
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the findings ~f the review.· 

I 
The European ~nion conti~ues to deny equitable access to U.S. 
providers of Itelevision prograrruning through the use of television 
broadcast quortas. In addition, certain EU member-states, France 
and Belgium, require the denial of national treatment to U.S. 
rights holder1s. Patent filing fees in the EU and in its member
sta.tes are ex!traordinarily expensive; fees associated with 
filing, issu~nce and maintenance of a patent over its life far 
exceed those ~n the United States. The patent ~work{ng 
requirement" lin certain member states may discriminate against 
products manu~actured outside the European Union. 

. hid· " d dGreece as no~ yet acte to stop motlon plcture an soun 
recording piracy, including widespread unauthorized broadcasts of 
protected fi16s and T.V. programs by unlicensed television 
stations. Gr~ece has also failed to enact· a new broadcast law 
which would h~lp address this problem. Thii problem led th~ 
Administration to elevate Greece to the "priority watch list" in 
November, 199:4. Al though a few actions were taken by the Greek 
Government ag~inst unauthorized broadcasts by unlicensed T.V. 
stations afte~ this change in "special.301" listing, piracy still 
remains essenfiallY unchecked. The Administration will maintain 
Greece ·on the "priority watch list" at this time. However, an

l 
"out-of-cycler review will occur by October, by which time_the' 
Administration looks to Greece to have more aggressively 
addressed the1se problems. The Administration will take 
appropriate a~tion which could include trade measures based on 
the results of the review·.· .-, 

India was a "briority foreign count~y" from 1991-1993 .. In·,1994, 
the Administration moved India to 'the "priority watch list," 
largely on th~ basis of positive amendments to its copyright law .. 
However, impl~menting regulations ,governing the. new copyright law 
have not beeni put in place and enforcement is not yet effective . 

. As part of it~ i~plementation of the WTO agreements, India 
implemented the patent "mailbox" provisions of the TRIPs 
agreement. However, these provisions have'not yet been passed by 
India's Parli~ment. Moreover, India's industrial property laws 
continue to fkll short of providing adequate and effective 
protection. [n particular, the Administration looks' to India to 
enact modern batent and trademark legislation. 

I 

Japan Despit~ concl'usion of two patent-related agreements in 
1994, patent-related problems continue, particularly with respect 
to the narrow! s~ope and interpretation of patent claims in Japan. 
This practicei has severely limited the ability of U.S. patent 
holders in a iange of industries, particularly biotechnology, to 
acquire exclu~ive rights comparabl'e to those available to 
Japanese pateht holders in the United States. The U.S. ~nd Japan 
have agreed tb begin discussion of these issues in June. The 
status of theke discussions will be reviewed in mid-December. 
Other continu~ng patent probl~ms remain to be addressed as well, 
as does U.S. concern about enforcement against computer software 
piracy and re~roactiv~ copyright protection for sound recordings.

i 
Korea Major broblems include large amounts of end-user so~tware 
piracy, parti~ularly by large conglomerates; lack of recognition 
of well-knownltrademarks; failure to p~ot~ct pre-1987 works under 
the copyright I law; lack of protect'ion for trade secrets and 
software and motion picture import valuation. With respect to 
this last iss~e, Korean Customs is valuing imports of software 
and video fil~s on the basis of the full'value of their content, 
rather than t~e medium, contrary to international practice. 
Concerns haveialso been expressed recently about consideration 

I 
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b(eing given tr ting computer software decompilation. 

: 

Saudi Arabia has been kept on the "priority watch list", with an 
out-of-cycle !review schequled by October 1995. Saudi Arabia m'ade 
considerable ~rogress in intellectual property protection over 
the past yea~. It deposited its in~truments of accession to the 
Universal Cop;yright Convention in April 1994, and ion for 
foreign worksl took effect on July'l, 1994. In recent months, 
Saudi Arabia has begun to take action enforcing copyright 
protection. ~t remains on the priority watch list in order to 
give the U.S.! time to assess the ongoing effectiven~ss of these 
efforts in re~ucing the availability of pirated software, videos 
and sound recbrdings. Saudi Arabia's copyright law contains 
deficiencies baking it incompatible wit~ international standards, 
lncluding an linadequate term of protection. 

I 
Tur~ey has be;en on the "priority watch list"· because it 
continues to ~ack modern patent or copyright legislation. 
Enforcement o'f copyright law is ineffective. and 
copyright pir~cy is widespread. Turkey is a signifi~ant producer 
of pirated phbrmaceutical' products because such products are not 
patentable th~ere. In March 1995, .in the course of customs union 
negotiations iwith the European Union, Turkey committed itself to 
bring its intellectual laws·into line with international 
norms over th1e next four years. In April 1995, Turkey's 
Parliament be'gan debate on amendments to the copyright law that 
would addressl many, although not all, of the shortcomings in the 
current law. A draft patent law has also been prepared; the 
question of when will begin to .protect pharmaceutical 
products is n~t resolved, however. The ~raft does not 
contain "pipe1ine" protection for: pharmaceutical products. An 
out-of-cycle will be held no 'later .than December 15, 1995 
to assess extent to which Turkey, in the.interim, has 
extended ion to the holders of U:S. 
property. 

Watch List 

In reviewing the practices of all of our trading partners, the 
USTR has deciped that 24 countries should be placed on the "watch 
list".' The Administration uses the "watch list" as a means of . 
monitoring pr:ogress in implementing commi tments ~i th regard to 
the protectiop of intellectual property rights and for providing 
comparable ma:rket access for U. S. intellectual property products. 

I 

I 


Countries pla~ed on the watch list are: 

Argentina rec!entlY addressed a maj or U. S. concern by issuing 
regulations tp implement a modern 'patent system. The U.S. was 
pleased with ~his development, resolving a longstanding problem. 
However, cer~ain problems remain, including concerns about the 
protection oi data submitted for marketing approval. The U.S. 
will monitor ~hiS situation carefully to ensure that this . 
progress is maintained and that U.S. patent applicants can 
benefit full~ in a ~ann~r consist~nt with modern international 
patent practibe. An out ,review will be conducted by the 
end of July. ~ 

I 

Bahrain: Bahtrain extended protection to foreign works when it 
joined the Be~ne Convention in 1995. The U.S. urges 
Bahrain to br:ing its copyright into line with its 
obligations u~nder the Berne Convention and the WTO, and to begin 
to take effedtive enforcement action against widespread piracy of 
copyrighted ~orks of all 

I 
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Canada: canaba has been elevated to' the watch list because the 
U.S. is conce~ned about current policies of the: Canadian Radio

television Go~unication Commission (CRTC) which discriminate 

against non-Canadian television services. The U.S. is also 

concerned by Government of Canada's 'announcement in December, 

1994, of its to seek legislation to implement 

additional that discriminate against non-Canadian 

periodicals seek legislation which may discriminate 

against U.S. holders. The U.S. is currently addressing 

certain CRTC in a Section 301 investigation and will 

closely development of the proposed legislation 

affecting and copyrights. 


Chile: ' term is TRIPs-inconsistent, pipeline 
protection s unavailable, and there is inadequate 
protection varieties and animal br~eds. Additional 
problems are er software piracy, and the absence of 
protection semi-conductor mask works and encrypted satellite 

signals. protection for computer software and the 

existence of and importation rights remain unclear. We 

expect that will be addressed as part of Chile's 

accession to 


China: enforcement agreement signed on February 26 

measures to curb piracy. A top priority 

will be to ensure that this agreement is 


on schedule. The Administration will thus 
Chinese implementation of the 

Colombian Gov.ernment has made significant 
,its intellectual' property rights protection; as a 

Andean Pact, i.t has enacted three Decisions on 
which.improve protection over previous 

do not provide adequate and effective 
all areas, particularly in the patent ar~a. While 

modern copyright law, it has had difficulty in 
copyright laws. The U.S. will continue to 

IPR agreement with Colombia. 

Costa Rica: Icos~a Rica's patent law is deficient is several key 
areas. The term of patent coverage is a non-extendable 12 year

I . . 
term from thE1 date of grant. In the case of products deemed to 
be in the "public interest", such as pharmaceuticals, chemicals 
and agro-chedicals, fertilizers, and beverage/food products, the 
term of prot~ction is only one year from date of grant. 

i 
Egypt: Egypt has taken significant steps in improving the legal 
framework fo~ protection of copyright works, and has devoted 
resources tQienforcing its copyright law. The U.S. remains 
seriously concerned, however, about the lack of effective patent 
protection in The U.S. urges Egypt to promptly enact a 
modern patent la\~ that provides immediate patent protection for 
all ofl ' including pharmaceuticals, agridultural 
chemicals and foodstuffs. 

i 
! 

EI Salvador:! EI Salvador's intellectual property rights law, 
passed in 1993, went into effect on June 15, 1994. The new law 
has been in $ffect for almost a year, but the Gove'rnment of EI 
Salvador hasl to promulgate implementing regulations. 
Enforcement of copyrights has b~eh a significant problem. In 
addition, although EI Salvador extends protection to trademarks' 
through its participation in the ~entral American Convention for 
the Protection of Industrial Property, trademark enforcement has 
been weak. The U.S. urges the Government of EI Salvador to issue 
complete impiementing regulations. for the new law and enforce it 

j 

I 
j, 
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effectively. i The U.S. welcomes the extensiori of the patent term 
for pharmaceuticals to 20 years from filing, done as a result of 
the passage ofI Uruguay Round implementing legislation on' March 9, , I1995. ,

i 
I 

Guatemala: Guatemala does not adequately protect pharmaceuticals 
and its copyright law is deficient. The U.S. Guatemala to 
give priorityl to moving copyr~ght law reform through its ' 
legislature apd to offer better p~tent and trademark protection. 
The U.S. remains concerned about the interception and 
unauthorized ~etransmission of U.S. satellite-carried programming 
by cable and ~ultichannel microwave distribution 

I , 

Indonesia: Ehforcement including the imposition of deterrent 
penalties fori computer software and book piracy needs to be 
improved. In11993, the U.S. software and book publishing 
industry led one of the largest raids in Asia against pirates. 
However, the ~hief defendants in the case received suspended 
sentences. The Indonesian Government has recently announced an' 
action plan ift which it will inten'sify its enforcement efforts 

copyright piracy and Government Ministries to 
only Ilic,::;nsed software. The Government also has 

promised to introdu8e legislation in 1995 to bring Indonesia's 
copyright, trbdemark and patent laws into conformity with TRIPs. 
We look for the prompt enactment of these measures. U.S. firms 
continue to ehcounter problems with textile design in 
Indonesia. An out-of-cycle review will be conducted by December 
15.\ 

:Italy: The Ital~an Govern~ent stepped-up enforcement efforts :over 
,the".year) including several large well-publicized"raids" 
"particularly ~gainst copyright piracy. Nevertheless, ,losses due 
to rem~in_high. The or impediment to reducing video 
piracy be~n the inadequacy of criminal penalties. ~, , 
Counterfeitin~of trademark products and alleged deficiencies'in: 
the Italian jilidiciary have become growing concerns for U.S,.. 

. Th~ patent "working 'requirement" in may 
discriminate against products manufactured outside the European 
Union. 

i 
Pakistan: ThJ U.S. notes greater efforts to combat copyright 
piracy. Howe~er, Pakistan's patent law provides process but not 
product protedtion for pharmaceutical or agricultural chemicals. 
Proving' infriAgement of a process patent is di1ficult and such 
patents are e~silycircumvented. The U.S. seeks the prompt 
revision of t~is law. U.S. industry concerns continue about the 
inadequate prdtection of textile designs and trademarked 
products. i ' 
Peru: The peJuvian Government a new industrial 
rights law ini1992, and, as a member of the Andean Pact, enacted 
three Decisions on intellectual which improve 
over ;decisions but still do not provide adequate and 
effective pro~ection in all areas, particularly in the 
area. The Petuvian Government needs to intensify its anti racy 
efforts, part~cularly to combat sound recording and book piracy.

I ' 
Phi !Under the 1993 bilat~ral agreement with the United 
States, the PJ:lilippines committed to make "best efforts" to enact 
amendments to lits copyright, and trademark laws by the end 
of 1994, asw~ll as take specific actions to improve its IPR 
enforcement. IThe.se commitments, have not been fully implemented. 
The Administration looks to the Government of the Philippines to 
1) enact this ilegislation quickly; 2) resolve book compulsory 
licenSing pro~lems; and 3) continue progress in eliminat the 
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use of piratea software in government agencies. 

I ,
Poland: The U.S. continues to monitor. implementation and 
enforcement o~ rights provided under the copyright law enacted 
February 1994:. The U.S. remains concerned that about the 
inadequacy ofi protection provided to s?und recordings under 
Poland's copy;right regime, and urges Poland to accede to the 
Convention f~r the Protection of Producers of Phonog~ams Against 
Unauthorized lDuplication of their Phonograms (the Geneva 
Convention). ; 

I . 
Romania: Ro~ania's copyright law is inadequate, and rates 
are high; th~ unauthorized use -of copyrighted.worksby 
televisions Jtations is a particular problem. The U.S. looks to 
the Governmerit of Romania to act quickly to pass and enforce new 
copyright le~islation,as it ,committed to do by the end of 1~93 
urider the bi]ateral Trade Agreement signed with the United States 
in 199i. 

Russian Fede~ation: The U.S. recognizes the progress Russia has 
made in esta~lishing the legal framework necessary for the 

o~ intellectual property rights, and welcomes Russia's 
to ithe Berne and Geneva Conventions in March, 1995. 

Nevertheless'l hic;rh and growing levels of piracy of copyrighted 
works are of great concern. The U.S. is prepared to work 
cooperativel~ with the Russian government in addressing 
enforcement ~ssues, and to provide training and technical 
assistance f6r that purpose. 

I 
: IPR problems centered on two recent .legislative 

that Ihave had the effect of weakening patent protection 
jwith respect to compulsory .licensing and government 

Moreover, the U.S. looks to Singapore .to implement its .
obliga~ions in this area by January Ii 1996. A recent 

of letters with Singapore is expected to address these 
concerns. T~e inadequate protec~ion of tektile designs in 

a problem. 

Many U.S. firms refrained from investing or 
iness in South Africa during th~ anti-apartheid 

Some of these firms are now blocked from using 
had registered in South Africa because.South 

African have challenged these registratiohs under a. law 
which tne expungement of a registered mark not used for 
more than years. In addition, in enforcing the Tr~de Mark 
Act of 1963, I South Africa has not provided protection against the 

of well'-known internatiohal marks. The U. S. welcomes 
the expressed willingness of senior South Afri6an officials to 
resolve issues, and recognizes that effective protection of 
intellectual,property rights plays a key role in maintaining 

reiations with its trading partners. Todetermine 
whether Sout~ Africa will have made progress in correcting these 
shortcomings! and if not, what next steps need to be taken, the 
U.S. will co?duct an out-of-cycle review by September 15. 

i 
Thailand: Thail<3.nd enacted a new copyright law in November, 1994 
that address~d many U.S. concerns. As a result, Thailand was 
moved from the priority watch to the watch list in November. 
Certain u.S. I concerns remain, however~ They include: the lack of 
a TRI stent patent law; the need to ensure that deterrent 

imposed on convicted pirates, including the 
of IPR courts and that the software provision in 

law not be implemented in such a way as to 
companies, particularly with respect to government 

use decompilation of software. 
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Taiwan: The 11994 special 301 review lowered Taiwan from the 
priority wat~h to the watch list, ,recognizing significant 
progress mad~ by Taiwan. Outstanding U.S. concerns include: 1) 
inadequate r~troactive copyright protection; 2) lack of 
protection fdr ir~egrated circuit layout designs and 3) lack of 
adequate pro~ection for trade secrets. Taiwan also needs to 
complete an Jnderstanding with th~ U.S. establishing ieciprocal 
patent and tiademark filing benefits. ' , , 

I 
I 

UAE (United Arab Emirates): In September 1994, the UAE moved 
decisively a~ainst the production, and sale of pir~ted 
videocassett~s and sound recordings, and, more recently, has 
stepped up adtion against pirated software. The U.S. commends 
the UAE for its commitment to copyright enforcement, and for the 
success of i~s enforcement effort~. The U.S. looks to the UAE to 
begin to imp'tove its patent regime, and will conduct anout-of
cycle reviewlby October to assess progress in the patent area. 

I 
Venezuela: The Venezuelan Government enacted, as a member of the 
Andean Pact, I three Decisions on intellectual property which 
improve prot~ction over previous decisions but still do not 
provide adequate and effective protection in all areas, 
particularlyiin the patent area. Also, despite enactment of a 
new copyright'la'''' in 1993, implementing regulations have not been 
passed, the ~ati~nal Copyright Bureau has not been created to 
ensure compliance with the law, enforcement is inadequate and 
piracy remaihs a serious problem.' The U. S. will continue to 
monitor the iaw's implementation and enforcement of penalties 
against infr~ngers, as well as recently initiated expedited 
proceedings ~or patent and:t~ade~ark:applications. ' , 

I 

OTHER OBSERVATIONS, 

i 
This year, the USTR wishes, to .,.draw attention to a number of 
countries wh1ere the lack of adequate and effective protection of 
intellectua~ property rights is becoming a concern; These 
countries ar:e Jordan, Kuwait,' Oman, Qatar, and Vietnam. The USTR 
expects tha~ these countries will begin to take steps to address 
the shortco~ings in their intellectual property regimes. ' The 
USTR will mdnitor developments in these countries and, in next 
year's Spec~al 301 review, will assess the extent to which·they 
have made pr;ogress in providing better protection for 
intellectua1 property. 

I 

I ' 
In addition~ the USTR wishes to' note developments in the 
following countries. 

I 
Bulgaria has taken significant steps to halt the unauthorized 
production Jnd export:of sound recordings, to raise penalties for 
copyright violations, and to set up systems aimed at protecting 

. copyright h~lders against infringement of their, rights. The USTR 
commends the Government of Bulgaria for taking these ,actions, and 
expects thi~ corrunitment to effective enforcement to continue. 

I . 
Cyprus has experienced a significant drop in copyright piracy 
following t&e implementation, in January 1994, of its new 
copyright lbw. The U:S. urges the Government of Cyprus to 
continue tolact against piracy of software and of video and audio 
recordings.i The U:S. welcomes the intention of the GQvernment of 
Cyprus to secure, passage, by July 1995,of a new patent law that 
would addreks the shortcomings in Cyprus' current patent regime. 

I 
Germany: Erforts by U.S. firms to combat high levels of computer 

I 
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software pira~y are hampered by conflicting. local, state and 
.federal competency which results in inadequate protection and 
insufficient ~anctions. The U.S. will be monitoring German 
activities 'fol extend required TRIPs-consistent protection to 
sound recordipgs by January 1, 1996. 

I 	 . 
Honduras has prafted, and intends to pass by November 1995, 
copyright lawl amendments intended to address shortcomings that 
remained whed new copyright legislation was enacted in 1993. The 
U.S. contjnue~ to work with Honduras on achieving improved patent 
and trademar~ laws and their enforcement.I 	 . 

Israel has a~ antiquated copyright law which, combined with poor 
enforcement, ~as led to widespread cable and software piraqy. We 
seek rapid re~ision of the copyright law and improved 
enforcement, and passage of a law governing licensing of 
satellite sigbals by cable operators.

I 

I 


Paraguay con~inues to be a regional hub for counterfeit 

production an'd distribution of pirated copyright works. There 

are also a nu~ber of inadequacies :in Paraguay's IPR laws. 


I 	 . 

SPECIAL 301
i 
~ROGRESS ON INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ISSUES 
I' 

MAY 1994 -	 APRIL 1995 
I 

I 

i 

o 	 Ar:menia will continue to be a Contracting State of the 
2~tent Cooperation Treaty: (May) 

I.... .' "" .. , 
.. I··· 

o 	 B~lgariawithdrew .the. declaration which it made under 
AJticle.33(2) of the Berne Convention for the 
,p~otection of Literary .and Artistic Works. The ~ffect 
of: thi s wi thdra.wal is that any disputes with Bulgaria 
;u~der the Berne Convention'can now be referred to the 
·Interna.tional Court of Justice . (May) 

. 	 '.. . . . . . ' , .Io 	 THe"Indian Parliament adopted comprehensive amendments 
t~ the 1957 Copyright Act bringing its copyright . 
r~gime largely into conformity with the TRIPs 
agreement. Impl'ementing regulations had not yet been 
is:suecl as of April' 1995, but should occur shortly 
tHereafter. (May)

I 

o 	 Cdsta Rica enact~d amendments to its copyright law to 

e~p1icitly protect computer softwaie and increase 

c~iminal penalty provisions: (May) 


I 

o 	 pdlancl's new Law on Copyright and Neighboring Rights 

eritered into effect on' May 23. (May) 


I 
o 	 T~e Government of El Salvador announced on June 15 the 

t~rmination of the twice extended grace period for 
i~plementation of the 1993 copyr~ght law. 
I~plementing regulations, however, are still p~nding 
id the legislature.' (June) 

! 

o 	 T~e U.S. Patent and Trademark Office published a 

"cireen Paper" on i~tellectual property and the 

N~tional' Information Infrastructure. (July)


I 
o 	 Austria became a Member State of the International 


Udion for the Protection of New Varieties of Pl~nts 

(UPOV). (July) 


I 

'.. :; ." 
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o 	 Gu¥ana became a member of the World Intellectual 

Property Organization (WIPO), and adhered to the Paris 

Cohvention for the Protection of Industrial Property 

an~ the Berne Convention for the Protection of 

Li~erary'and Artistic Works. (July) 


I 

o 	 sa6di Arabia acceded to the Universal Copyright 
" Co'nvention (UCC) on July I, 19Q4. (July) 

! 
o 	 A hew law "On The Protection of Rights to Trade and 


Se:rvice Marks" became effective in the Ukraine. (July)
, 

o 	 T~e United Republic of Tanzania became a new member 'of 

the Berne Union for the ion of Literary and 

A~tistic Works. Also, the United Republic of Tanzania 

m~de a declaration under :Article 33 (2) whereby they do 

n~t consider th~mselves bound by paragraph (1) of 

Article 33 of the Berne Convention. (July) 


, 
I 

o 	 .HL1ngaryenacted amendments to its Industrial Property 

and Copyright lation of 1994. (July) 


I 

I 


o 	 Peru acceded to the Treaty on the ional 

R~gistration of Audiovisual Works. (July)


I 

o 	 B~lgium enacted the Law on copyright and Neighboring 

R~ghts and the Law Transposing to Law the 

EJropean Directive on the Legal Protection of Computer


I 	 ' Programs. (August) , 
, r 
.E~tonia became a Contracting State of the Patent· 
Cqoperation Treaty. (August) 

I 
I 

',0 	 TBe U.S. and Japan concluded two under.the 
Fiamework; one in January and the other in August. 
T~e second agreement will effect changes in 
Jcl.pim t s patent exchange for 

I • 
c~anges ln U.S. patent 	 . (August) 

o 	 Liberia became a Contracting State the Patent
I 	 ,.

Cqoperation Treaty. (August) 

o 	 s~aziiand became a Contracting of the Patent 

Cooperation Treaty. (September)


I 	 . 
o 	 Of;l September I, 1994, the Ministry of Information of 


the United Arab Emirates the 

eAforcement of its 1992 copyright 

sharp decrease in the 

of;lI the market. (September) 


o 	 Ttinidad and Tobago signed a comprehensive bilateral 
iAtel1ectual property rights with the U.S. 

,oil September 26. 
I 

o 	 Estonia acceded to th~ Berne Convention for the 

P}otection of and Artistic Works. (October)
I . 

o 	 Mkxico revised i"ts patent law to come into compliance 

with its NAFTA obligations. Amendments to its 1991 

ihdustrial property law, effective Octob~r I, 

the Mexican Institute for Industrial 

ahd give this agency ~nhanced powers 

ehforce Mexico's IPR laws. (October) 


I 
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I 

I 

I 
Poland 'extended the effects of its accession to the 
Be~ne convention for the Protection of Literary and 
Artistic Works to Articles 1 to 21 and the Appendix. 
(Ottober) 

. I 
The Trademark Law Treaty, concluded under the au~pices 


ofiwIPO,' harmonizes and simplifies procedures for the 

registration and maintenance of trademarks. (October) 


I 

I 


Th~iland was,downgraded from the special 301 "prio~ity 
watch list" io the "watch list" upon passage of long
awaited copyright amendments that strengthened IPR 
pr?tection and increased penalties for infringement. 
(November) 

! 
A U.S.-Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) IPR enforcement 

tr~ining seminar was held in Saudi Arabia with private 

settor participants. (November) 


1 

The
I 

General Assembly of the European 
Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI) approved 
an! "interim" IPR policy to repla'ce a more problematic 
March 1993 policy that was never implemented. 
(Nbvember) . . 

I 
Ar~entina became a Member State of the International 
Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants 
(UPOV). (December)

I 
1 

Lithuania became a new member of the Berne Union for 
~h~ Protection of Literary and Artistic Works. 
(Dycember) 

1 

I 


Vietnam passed a new copyright ordinance in December. 
I 
I 

Taiwan implemented a.tr~demark export monitoring
I 

syytem. (October) 
I , 

In~onesia issued the final Ministerial Decree required 

to:implement the 1992 Filrri Law which legalizes the 

import of laser discs, deregulates video distribution, 

an~ expedites the laser disc ~nd videocassette 

ce~sor:3hip process. (October) 


I 

It~ly enacted the EU rental rights directive. 
(November)

I .' 
New Zealand enacted the Layout Designs Act of 1994, 

in~ended to brings its level of protection for 

iniegrated circuit layout designs into conformity with 

TRiPs. (November) 


; 

Co$ta Rica, Guatemala, El Salvador ~nd Nicaragua 
signed the revised Central American Convention on 
Industrial Property on November 30, 1994. Honduras 
di~ not sign this convention. The revised Co~ventionI . . , 

has not yet come into force. (November)
I 

ThJ 'European Union (EU) initiated a review of ~he EU 

Br6adcast Directive, to be completed by the end of 

1995. (November) 


I 
Th~ Government of Bolivia issued a Supreme Decree on 

December 7 that provided regulations for the 1992 

Copyriqht Law. (December) . 


I 
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I 

I ! 


New Zealand enacted the Copyright Act of 1994 to amend 

the 1962 Copyright Act. New Zealand also amended 

el¢ven other laws with an aim toward bringing its IPR 

regime into compliance with'the TRIPs agreement. 

(D~cember) 

The Colombian Congress enacted legislation to ratify 

the Paris Convention. for the Protection of Industrial 

Prbperty on December 28; it is now und~rgoing a review 

by! the constitutional court. (December) 


I 
Italy's Guardia di Finanza (Finance Police) conducted 

its first major operation against a corporate end-user 

on l December 16, raiding the Italy-based division of. 

Mitsubishi Electric Europe GMBH. (December) 


I , 
Several provisions of the TRIPs agreement became 
effective on January 1 wheri the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) came into force. (January) 

I 
Poland joined the Berne Convention. (January) 

I 
ANDEAN Decisions 344/345/351 took effect in Columbia,

I .
Peru and Venezuela on January 1. 

I 
'A hew copyright law todk effect in Panama on January 1 
thkt substantially improves its pr'otection for 
cobyrighted works. (January) 

I . -. . . 

pa~aguay ratified the"P~ris C~nvention .for the 
.Pr~tection of Industrial Property; (January) 

Th~ Italian Court oi Cassation ;eaffirmed that illegal 

ph~tocopying of books. f.or profi t· is ,a: penal offense; 

thus clarifying that ...Law ~159 adds. an administrative 

sahction to the penal dffense but does not supplant 

it i. (February) 


On: Februar~ 26, the U.S. and China reached an 
agieement on intellectual property rights provid~ng 
improved enforcement and enhanced market access for 
IPR-related industries. As a result of the agreement 
Ambassador Kantor rescinded an order to ·impose $1 . .08 
billion of trade sanctions against China. (February), 


I 

Bahr~in adhered to the Berne Convention, the Paris 
Cohvention ahd the World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO). (February) 

! ' 

Hu~gary acceded to the International Convention for 
th~ Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms 
an~ Broadcasting Organrzations (Rome Convention). 
(February)

I 

Si~gapore became a Contracting State of the Patent
I' . 

Cooperation Treaty. Singapore also acceded to the 
Patis Convention for the Protection of Industrial 

I· :\ I

Property and the Budapest Treaty on the International· 

Rebbgnition of the Depdsit of Microorganisms for the 

Pu~poses of Patent Procedure. Singapore also brought 

into effect new patent legislation. (February) 


i 

ugknda became a Contracting State of the Patent 
Cooperation Treaty. (February) , 

! 
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A G-7 Global Information Infrastructure (GIl) Summit 
wa~ held in Brussels to begin collaboration on the 
basis of eight core principles, one of which includes 
a ~ecognition that the protection of intellectual 
property rights is essential to the development of the 
GIl:. (February) 

, I 

The first meeting of the WTO TRIPs Council was held in 
Gen',eva. (March) 

I 

Ita~ian police forces conducted separate large-scale 
raids against video and software pirates in Milan, 
Nap~es, Rome and Genoa. (March) 

TheiRussian Federation acceded to the Berne Convention 
andito the Convention for the Protection of Producers 
of ~honograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of 
Their Phonograms. (March)

i 
El Salvador e~tended its: patent term to 20 years as 

I ' 

part of its Uruguay Round Implementing Legislation 
(Ma~ch) . 

I 
I 

On March 8 Turkey and the European Union signed a' 
cus~oms union agreement to be implemented on January 
1, ~996, which will require, inter alia, Turkey to 
conform with the TRIPs agreement and enact 
pharbaceutical patent protection by January 1999. 
(Mar~h) 

I 
In response to Ambassador"Kantor's request, Canada 
agre~d on March 7 to review the underlying Canadian 
Radib-television and' .Telecommunications Commission 
CRTCi policy which resulted in Country Music 
Teletision's ~elisting. This. policy review may result 
in changes to existing di~criminatory CRTC policies. 

I 
I 

peru:acceded to the Paris Convention for the 
Prot~ction of Indt,lstrial' Property; (April) 

i 

, I 


The Eresident of Argentina vetoed troublesome 
prov~sions of a recently enacted patent law, and 

I 

broug;ht into effect by executive decree a new patent 
law. i(April) 

Bulga~ia exchanged letters with the U.S. Government 
addre~sing many copyright issues, particularly 
relating to sound recording piracy. (April)

I 

Singa~ore exchanged letters with the U.S. Government 
addre$sing concerns about Singapore's new patent law. 
(April) 

I 

IndonJsia announced a commitment and action plan to 
strengthen copyright enforcement, particularly for 
computer software. (April) 
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