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Public Law 105-114

An Act

To amend title 38, United States Code, to revise, extend, and unpmve prog’mms o

w

- Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repmsentaaves of Veterans'
. BeaeﬁuMof

the United States of America in Congress assembled,

(a) SHORT Tm,E—Th;s Act may be czted as the "Veterans

Benefits Act of 1997".

is as follows::

Nov. 21, 1997
- (8. Ti4}

uuSc‘mm. a

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents of this Act

- Sec. . Short title; table ofeoa

Sec. 2. References to title 38, Umted St.ates Code

'T!TLE {—EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY PROCESS N THE
. .DEPARTMENT OF VE'I'ERANS AFFAIRS .

‘ Sec 101. Equal employment responsxbxhu
.~ Sec. 102. Bgcmmng éay{ncomplamtad chcataon authonty .
- Sec. 103. Assessment and review of Yanment of Veterans Aﬂ”mrs employment'

dmmxmnahon mmplamt tion system

T!’I‘UE H—EXTENSION AND IMPROVEMENT OF; AUTHORITIES
Sec. 201. Native American Veteran Housing

Sec. 203 ‘Exttenmou of certain autharities relahngtohomdeasmrms
SS;‘Z 22%1 Annual mpoﬂonmwmncetohmem

. Erpnmnon of authnmy r enhanwd-ue leases of Depamnent of Veter-
Sec. 206. Pexm.anent nuthonty to furnish noninstitutional alt.ematxvea to- nu.nung

hom:

‘Sec. 207. Extensicn of Health Professional Scholarshi Program.
Sec. 2 nography. P

08. Policy on breast cancér mamm
Pelrlgﬁn Gulf War veterans.

4Sec..210 Presidential report on preparations fnrn natmnal response  to medu:al

Sec. 202. Tnxnnent and rehabilitation for seriously meotaﬂy il nnd bomeiess vet-

:g;rgenczaammgﬁ'omthemmtuseo weaponsot‘mmdestmc

TITLE III—--MAJOR MEDICAL PACILITY PROJECT.‘S OONS'I'RUCTION
AUTHORIZATION

Sec. 301. Authorization of mqpr medml faah ects
Sec. 302. Authorization of major medical i r;m

" Sec. 303. Authorization of appropnanons ( ' e

TITLE [V—-TECHNICAL AND CIARIFYING AMENDMEN’I‘S

Sec 401.. Téchnieal amendments.
- Sec. 402. Clarification of certain halth m authonues

Sec. 403. Correction of name.of medical ce

Sec. 404. Improvement to spm blﬁda beneﬁt.l for du!dren of Vietnam vet.erans

SEC. 2. REI“ERENCES TO TI'I'LE 38. UNITED STATES CODE.

. " ‘Except as otherwise expressly provided, ‘whenever in this' Act A
" an amenclment or repeal 18 expmsed in terms of an amendment :
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“quaxter,theAssxxtantSecre

' to or re‘!)eal of a sechon or' other provnslon. the referenoe shall :

be considered to be made to a sectmn or ot.her provision of tltle.

38, United States Code.

TITLE I—EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPOR.
TUNITY PROCESS IN THE DEPART-
'MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

- SEC. 101. EQUAL EMPLOYMENT RESPONSIBILITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL—(1) Chapter §.is amendedA by mserhng at’ ;‘ )

 the end of subchapter I the following new section:
- “§516. Equal employment responsibilities

“(a) The Secretar{ ghall provide that the em;:loyment dmcmm -

. ‘nation complamt resolution aystem within the artment be estab-

lished and administered so as to encourage timely and fair resolu- -

~ tion of concerns and complaints. The Secretary shall take steps® =
‘ toensureﬂmtthesystemxsadmmsteredman::secuve,fm.-
-and effective manner and in a manner that is percei

by employ-
ees and other intérested parties as bemg objecuve, fau', and eﬂ'ec- o

hve :
“(b) The Secretary shall provxde—- :

“(1) that employees responsible for counsehng ﬁmctmns
associated with employment discrimination and for receiving,
investigating, and - processing = complaints of -employment
discrimination shall be supervised in those functions by, and
report to, an Assistant Secretary or a Deputy Assistant Sec ‘

.. retary for complaint resolution management; and -

‘(2) that employees performing employment dlscrimmatxon .

mplaint resolution functions at a facility of the Dep ent .
not be subject to the authority, direction, and control.
..of the Director of the facility with respect to those functions.
' ‘(c)'lheSeaetarysha]lensurethatallemployeesoftheDepaxt

_ment receive adequate education and or the S
'thhmsechonandsectwnSIQOfthmhﬂemng Prposes

*(d) The Secretary shall,. when _appropriate, mpose d:sc:phnary

measums, as authorized by law, in the case of employees of the

t who engage in unlawful employment tion,

g m udmg retahatmn agamst an employee asserting nghts under"

lg{mento P

“(e)(lXAS 30 days after the end of each mlendar =
for Human Resources and '

tration shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Aﬂ'mrs of

the Senate and House of Representatives a report smmannndg :

Floyment discrimination complaints filed agamst the indivi
ualsre erred to in paragraph (2) dunn such o
“(B) Subparagraph (A) shall app e case of eomplamts :

* filed against individuals on'the basxs of such individuals’ personal =~
: eonduct and shall not apply in the case of complaints filed solely

on ﬂ:e basis of such individuals’ positions as officials of the Depart-
ment.

“2) Paragraph (1) applies to the followmg oﬁicers and employ-

. ees ofthe De%aﬁtment
. < e

- *(A)
“(B) The Deputagecretary of Veberans Affmrs



- opportunity counseling

‘prescribed by the mployment
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N, () 'I'he Under Secretary for Health and the Under Sec
retary for Benefits. -

“(D) Each Assistant Secretary of Veterans Aﬂ”axrs and each :

' DeputE Assgistant Secretary of Veterans Affairs. . -
. ) The Director of the National Cemetery System
“(F) The General Counsel of the Department.

- 4G) The Chairman of the Board of Veterans’ Ap als

“(H) The Chairman of the Board of Contract Appeals of -

'Vf'the De nrtment.

“(I) The director and the chxef of ataﬂ‘ of each medical
center of the Department.

wo ork.
o] The director of each regzonal office of the De

. Departraent. -
‘ f“(3 Each report ! under this subsection— - -
%(A) may not disclose information which - 1dent1ﬁea the

“L) Each programdxrectorof the CentralO ofthe )

“) The director of each Veterans Integrated Sennee Net-A

mdxvxduals or the individuals who are the su b;ect of, '

the complaints concerned or the facilities at which the discrimi

natxonn entified in such complaints is all edtohaveoomgg]

*(B) shall summarize such complaints by type and b

emp!‘?%ment opportunity field office area in which ﬁled, and

) shall include co%es of such complaints, with the P

. informsition described in subparagraph (A) redacted.

“(4) Not later than April 1 each year, the Assistant Secreta

" shall submit to the committees. referred to in paragraph (1)(A)

a report on the complaints covered by paragraph (1) during the - |

- preceding year, including the number of such complaints filed dur-
. 'ing that year and the status and. resolutmn of the. mthxgatmni
- of such complaints.
“(f) The Secretary. shall ensure that an employee ‘of the Depart .
ment who seeks counse relating to employment discrimination-

may elect to.receive s co from an employee of the

Department who carries out equal emp oyment ity counsel- -

ing functions on a full-time basis rather than

employees. Any such e
remote geograplnc locations (as detezmned by the Secretary). The

Secretary may waive the limitation in the preceding sentence in
" ‘specific casies.

m an employee) :
of the Department who carries out such: f\mchons on a part ~time

‘basis.. ‘
o “g) Th\e number of employees of the Department whose duties

_ include ‘equal empl ent opportunity counseling functions as well .

as other, uarela ctions may not exceed 40 full-time equivalent -
&lnoyee may be assigned equal employment -

ctions only at Department facilities in .- -

“th) The prewsxons of tlus section shall be mplemented in
a manner consistent mth rocédures: a&}mable under regulatxons -

rtunity Commission.”.

(2) The table o sectxons at the begmnmg of such chapter B

* is- amended by inserting- after the item relaung to sectmn 515 .
the following new item: - A

“516. Equal employmeat responrablhtxes ’ ' ‘ '
" (b) RE:PoRTS.—(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall sub-

; mit to- Congress . reports on the implementation and cg)emhon of - -
- the equal employment opportunity system within the .
of’ Veterans Aﬁ?mrs The ﬁrst such report shall be suhmrtted not,‘

38 USC 516 nate.

partment .
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' later than Apnl 1, 1998, and subsequent reports shall be subtmtted“f" '

" not later than January 1 1999, and January 1, 2000.

" 38 USC 516 oote. -

(2) The first report under paragraph (1) shall set forth the

"actions taken by the Secretary to implement section 516 of title ‘
38, United States Code, as added by subsection (a), and other -~

actmns taken by the Secretary in relation to the egu ual employment" .
, e N

: opportunity system within the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(3). The subsequent reports under paragraph (1) shall set forth,

for each equal employment opportunity field office of the Depart- . -

ment and for the Department as a whole, the following: o
- (A) Any information to supplement the information submt- X
ted in the report under- paragraph (2) that the Secretary eonmd»

ers : :
n&) e number of request.s for counseling relating to

em loyment discrimination received during the one-year penod -

on the date of the report concerned. -
(C) The number of employment dxscnmmahon eomplmnts .
- received during such peri o
“ " (D) The status of each compla.mt described in sub, aph -
(C), including whether or not the ‘complaint was lv and o
if- resolved, whether the E‘;leyee concerned sought review

. of the resolution ual Employment Opportumty L
~ Commission or by F eral

- (E) The number of employment discrimination eomplamts
that were settled during such period, including— _
(i) the type of such complaints; and o
(ii) the terms of settlement (mcludmg any settlement \
amount) of each such complaint. o
(¢} EFFECTIVE DATE.—Section 516 of title 38, United States -
Code, -as added by subsection (a); shall take effect 90 days after,
the date of enactment of this Act. Subsection (€) of that section

- shall take effect with mpectto the first quarber ofc.alendar year‘” -

1998.

',SEC 102 DISCRIMINATION COMPI.AINT ADJ‘UDICATION AUWORI‘IY -

(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) Chapter 3 is amended by addmg at the B
end the followmg new section: -

" - g 319, Office of Employment chrumnatwn Complaint{ A

. Director or to any employee of the Office with respect to a matter - '

Ad;ud:catmn _
“(aX1) There is in the Deparhnent an Oﬂiee of Employment

. Discrimination- Complaint. Adyudmatxon Them is at’ the head of -
Director.

the Office a
, “(2)TheD1rectorshallbeaeareerappmnteemtheSemor

- Executive Service..

*“(3) The Director reports directly to the Secretary or the Dé uty" ”
tary concerning matters within the responsibility of the 4
“(bX1) The Director is responsible for m. _the final agency» a

~ decision within the Department on the merits of any employment

discrimination complaint filed by an employee, or an_ applican

for employment, with the Department. The Director s make

such decisions in-an impartial and objective manner. . :
“(2) No person may make any ex parte oommumcanon to the

on which: the Du‘ector has msponmbthty for makmg a ﬁnal agency_

‘decxsxon
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" “e) Whenever the Director has reason to beheve that there . °
has been retaliation against an employee by reason of the employee
- asserting rights under an equal emp oyment opportunity law, the
Director shall report the suspected retaliatory action du*ectly to
the Secretary or Deputy Secretary who shall take appmpnate
actxon thereon. :

~ #(dX1) The Office shall employ a sufficient number of attomeys :
and other personnel as are necessary to carry out the functions.
of the Office. Attorneys shall be compensated at a level commensu-
.- rate with attorneys employed by the Office of the General Counsel.
. %2) The Secretary shall ensure that the Director is furnished
- gufficient resources in addition to personnel under ¢V
to enable the Director to carry out the functions of " Office
in a timely manner.

“3) Secretary shall ensure that an; ormance appraxsal
of the Director of the Office of Employmefxtpglfsmmmah m-

laint Adjudication or of any employee of the Office does not take
pmt:o eox:;As%tmuon the record of the Igu'ectnr or employee in deadmg‘ '
. cases for or against the Department.”. A
: (2) The table of sections at the begmmng of :such chapter
“is amended by adding at the end the following new item:

“319. Oﬂ‘me of Employment Discrimination Complamt Ad;udmmon.

- (b) REPORTS ON IMPLEMENTATION.—The Director of the omoe

- of 'Employment Discrimination. Comﬁlamt Adjudication of the

Department of Veterans Affairs (established by section 319 of title - .

38, United States Code, as added by subsection (a)) shall submit - -
' tot.he ‘Secretary of Veterans Affairs and to Congress re on

the implementation and the operation of that office. The such’

38 USC319 note.

" report shall be submitted not later than April 1, 1998, and subse-

quent reports shall be submitted not later. than January 1, 1999,
and January 1, 2000. : - o
~ (¢) EFFECTIVE DA’n:-: ——Sectzon 319 of tltle 38 Umted States 38 USC 319 note.
Code, as added by. subsection (a), shall take eﬁ'ect 90 days after - '
‘the date of enactment of this Act. '

SEC. i03. ASSESSMENTANDREVIEWOFDEPABTMENTOFVMANS

AFFAIRS EMPLOYMENT - DISCKWATION . COMPLAINT
- RESOLUTION SYSTEM. :

 (a) AGREEMENT FOR ASSESSMENT AND REVIEW.—(1) The Sec--
retary of Veterans Affairs shall seek to enter into an en e
with a qualified private entity under which agreement - :fxl; ent W
shall carry out the assessment described in eubsechon (b) and ‘
the review described in subsection (¢). . :
3 -(2) The Secretary shall include in the- agreement provisions -
. ec@sagtoensurethattheenutycamesoutltsresponmbmhesg

" under agreement (including the exercise of its ents -
" concerning the assessment and review) in a manner free of uence

from any source, including the ofﬁcmls and employees of the. Depart- -

'ment of Veterans Affairs. - -
. (8).The Secretary may not enter into the agreement untal 15
days after the date on which the Secretm% notifies the Committees
. on Veterans' Affairs of the Senate and House of Representatives ' - -

of the entity with wh1ch the Secretary proposes to enter mto the
ag'reement o
.~ - -(b) INITIAL Assmsm:m‘ OF SYSTEM. —(1) Under the agreement - -
under subsection (a), the entity shall conduct an assessment of .
. the empaloyment duscnmmahon complamt resolutmn systemf S

38USCS16 note. . -
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. admxmstered within the Department of Veterans Affairs, mcludmga

-~ the extent to which the s(\;stem meets the objectives set forth in
. section 516(a) of title 38, United States Code, as added by section
© 101. The assessment shall include a eomprehenaxve descnptxon
of the System as of the time of the assessment. _

(2) Under the agreement, the entity shall submit the assess-

ment to the committees referred to in subsection-(aX3) and to . - |

K the Secretary not later than June 1, 1998,

(c) REVIEW OF ADMINISTRATION OF SysTEM.—(1) Under the'. |
agreement under subsection (a), the entity shall monitor and review

the administration by the Secretary of the employment discrimina-
tion eomplamt molutxon system adm:mstereg thin the Depaxto ’

. men
o (2) Under the agreement the entxty shall submit to the commit-

tees referred to in subsection (aX3) and to the Secre! a report

on the results of the review under paragraph (1) not later |-
June 1, 1993, The report shall include an assessment of the adminis-

~ tration of the system, including the extent to which the system' .
. meets: the ob%ectxves referred to in subsection (bX1), and - the.

eﬂ'ect:venm of the following: -
" (A) Programs to train and maintain a cadre of individuals

who are competent to investigate claims relatmg to employment ‘
discrimination.

(B)ngramstotrmnandmamtamacadmofmd.mduals“

who are eomfeteut to pro\nde counsehng to individuals who
submit such claim

(C) Programs to pfbv'lde educatmn and trammg to Dep art-

ment employees regarding their rights and obligations undet
ual employment opportunity laws. = -

(D) Programs to oversee the administration of the. system ‘

(E) Programs to- evaluate the effectiveness of the system . '

. 'in meeting its objectives..

~ (F) Other programs, proeedures -or actm.h@ of the Depart- :

- ment relating to the equal emp{oyment opportunity laws,

- including any alternative dispute resolution proeedures and
informal dispute resolution and settlement procedures.’

(G) ‘Any. disciplinary measures imposed by the Secretary

~ on employees determined to have violated the equal employ- B

- ment opportunity laws in preven or ‘deterring vxolauons, o
of such fawa by other employe& of mepamnent. » e

TITLE I—EXTENSION AND
IMPROVEMENT OF AUTHORITIES

SEC. 201. NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN BOUSING LOAN PROGRAM.

(a) EXTENSION OF PILOT PROGRAM.—Section 3761(c) is amendéd'

striking out “Seetember 30, 1997" and msertmg in heu thereof -
“'Becember 31, 2001".

(b) Oummcri —Section 3762(1) is amended— :
(1) by inserting “(1)" after “iy’;
(2) by inserting “, in consultat:on with tribal orgamz.atlons .

" (including the National Co of American Indians and the o

National Amencan Indian ousmg Council),” aﬁer 'The Sec
retary shall”; - .
~ () by stnkmg out “tribal orgamzahons and" and
(4) by addmg at the end the followmg* S
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“(2) Actwma under the outreach program shall mclude the S
follomng‘

“A) Attendmg conferences and conventions conducted by
the National Congress of American Indians in order to work
with the National Congress in' providing information and train-

" ing to tribal organizations and Native American veterans:
- regarding the availability of housing benefits under the ptlot
* program and in assisting such organizations and veterans in
- parti 1gat:mg in the pilot program. \
.. *“(B) Attending conferences and convenhona oonducted by
the  NaLional Amenean Indian. Housmg Council in order to . -
‘work with the Housing Council in provi information and -

training to tribal tums and triba housing entities
regarding the avaﬂab of such benefits. - o
*(C) Attendi ces and oonventmns conducted by

the Department Hawanan Homelands in order to work wi
" the Department of Hawaiian Homelands in providing informa-
tion:and tnmmg to tribal housing entities in Hawaii
the availability of such benefits. :
o «D). ucing and- dxssemmaung information to tnbal
governments, tribal veterans service organizations, and tribal
organizations regarding the availability of such benefits. = . .
- AE) Assisting tribal o tions and Nahve American -
. veterans in participating in the pilot program.
, “«F) Outstationing loan guarantee specialists in tnbal facili-
tles on a part-time basis if requested by the tribal government.”. -
- (¢) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Section 3762 is further amended- by
adding at the end the following new subsection:. ‘
"“Q) Not later than February 1 of each year through 2002,
“the Secretary shall transmit to the Committees on Veterans' Affairs
- of the Senate and House of Representatives a report relating to

the implementation of the pilot pro under this subchapter -

during the fiscal year p the date of the report.. Each such

report shali include the following:. . L
" “(1) The Secretary’s exercise dunng such fiscal year of

the authonty provided under subsection (cX1XB) to make loana o
) e ampraisets perirmed for th Secretary during
' 2 app performed for the
" such fiscal year under the authority of subsection (dX2), mclud- ‘

ing a da.cégtmn of— O
o formed: themannermwhxch such appraxsals were -per- :
- foirm ‘
o e “(B) the qunhﬁ::lauons of the apprmsers who performed
su ‘
. Q) the actions. taken by the Secrebary with respect
to such appraisals to protect the mtemts of veterans and .
-the United States. A
 “3) The outreach activities undertaken under subsectton o
'(1) during such fiscal year, mcludmcg '
‘ “A) a description of su
: regxon basis; and
“(B) an assessment ot‘ the eﬁ'echveness of such activi-. T
.ties in encouraging the participation of N atxve Amencan -
- veteransin the ipllot program. -
. “(4) The. Native American veterans who are ehglble -
T 'for partlcnpatmn in the pxlot program mcludmg—- - o

actxvmes ‘on a. reglon-by- _
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“(A) a descri tmn and analya:s of the pool, mchdmg‘,, -

- income demogra

“(B)a. descnptwn and assessment of the lmpedmlents
-if any, to full participation in the pilot program. of the-'
Native American veterans in the pool; and - e
‘ “(C) the impact of low-cost honsm%programs operated“

" by the Department of Housing and
" and other Federal or State agencies on the demand for
direct loans under this section. - L
“(5) The Secretary’s recommendatmns, if any, for addmonal
legtslat:on regarding the pilot program.”.

SEC. 202. TREATMENT AND REHABILITATION FOR smousu m

TALLY ILL AND HOMELESS VETERANS.

(a) ‘CODIFICATION AND REVISION OF Pmmus-—Cha ri17.

is amended by adding at the end the following' n& pter: '

. “SUBCHAPTER VII—TREATMENT . AND REHABILITATION

Expiration date.
C - on December 31 2001
“§1772. Therapeutic housing

PA‘%IS{ SERIOUSLY MENTAILY [LL AND HOMELESS VE'I‘ER- B |

] 1?’2‘1. General treatment

-“(a) In providing care and: semces under sectum 1710 of this =
title to veterans suffering from serious mental illness, -includin,

_veterans who are, homeless, the Secretary may prov*xde (du-ectly:,
-oor in conjunction with a governmental or other mt:ty

* “(1) outreach services;
" “(2) care, treatment, and rehabxhtatwe semces (dn-ectl

or by contract in commumty»based treatment famhtx&c mclu
A mg halfway houses); and - -

“(3) therapeutic transmonal}housnng assistance under sec-.-
_tion 1772 of title, in conjunction with work therapy under

““b) The authonty of the Secretary u.uder subsectlon (a) expm "

“(a) The Secretary, in connection mth the eonduct of com-

- pensated work therapy programs, may.operate mxdenoa and facili- ‘

ties as therapeutic housing. ;
“b) The Secretary may use such procurement prooedum for

- the purchase, lease, or other acquisition of residential housing for

purposes of this sectwn as the Secretary considers appropriate
to expedite the opening and operation of transitional hausmg and

- toprotect the interests of the United States.

“(c) A residence or other facility may be operated as transitional -

‘housing for veterans described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of section

1710(a) of this title under the following conditions:

“1) Only veterans descril in those parcafraphs a.nd a
- house mana%:r may reside in the residence or facility

“(2) Each resident, other than the house manager; shall :

" be required to make payments.that contribute to covering the e
- expenses of board and the operational costs of the resi ence; :

or famhty for the period of residence in such housing
! “3) In order to foster the therapeutic and rehablhtatwe

;objegtwes of such housing (A) residents shall be. prohibited: - ~ -

rban Development

subsectxon (a) or (b) of section 1718 of this title and. outpatxent o
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from using alcohoi or any controlled substance or 1tem, B .
any resident violating that prohibition may be expelled from
the residence or facility, and (C) each resident shall agree
to undergo drug testing or such other measures as the Secretary
. shall prescribe to ensure compliance with that prohibition. " - ‘
" “(4) In the establishment and operation of housing under '
 this section, the Secretary shall consult with apprepnate re]
" - resentatives of the communi which the housing is es o
“lished 'énd shall comply wi zomng requirements, building

permit requirements, and other similar requirements applicable
to other real property used fer sxmﬂar purposes in the commu-
ni

"(5) The remdenee or facility shall meet ‘State: and commu- -
nity fire and safety requirements applicable to other real pro;

p—
erty used for similar in the community in which
. the transitional ho ocated, but fire and safety require- '
. ments axppheahle tob 3 of the Federal Government shall .
not a ytosu prmy -
“d) The rescnbe the quahﬁcatxons for house

‘managers for transitional housmg units operated under this section. c
. The Secretary may provide for free room and subsistence for a -
-house manager in addition to, or instead of payment of, a fee . |
~ for the services provided by the manager. . o
. “eX1) The gecretary may operate as transmonal housmg under'
this section-— o
- {A) any suitable residential property acquired by the Sec- .
retary as the result of a default on a loan made, guaranteed -
-or insured under chapter 37 of this title; |
- “(B) any suitable space in.a facility under the jurisdiction
of the Secretary that is no.longer being used (i) to provide
"acute h?spttal care, or (u) as. housmg for medical center employ-
ees; and :
“C) any. other smtable residential property purchased .
leased, or otherwise acquired by the Secretary. .
‘ 42) In the case of any property referred to in paragraph (l)(A), .
the Secretary shall— o
3 L A) transfer administrative Junsdxctxon over such pm;:erty ,
within the Department from the Veterans Benefits Admimstra- -
tion to the Veterans Health Administration; and
“(El)transferfmmmeGeneralPostB\mdtotheLoan o
Guaranty Revolving Fund under chapter 37 of this tltle an -
amount (not to exceed the amount the Secretary paid for the -

TO the amount the Secretary considers
p ufed d be <L'»bt:mn¢a¢ltmg

by sale of such property to a nonprofit
' organn.ahon or a State for use as a shelter for homeless veter-

“(3) In the case of any rwdentlal pmperar obtamed by the * .
Secretary from the Department of Housing and Urban Development .
'under this section, the amount paid by the Secretary to that Depart- -
* ment for that p ropertg ‘may not exceed the amount that the Sec- -
retary of Housing Urban ‘Development would charge for the -
sale of that property to a nonprofit organization or a State for

use as a shelter for homeless persons. Funds for.such charge shall . . [
be derived from the General Post Fund. - o

A0 The Secretary shall prescribe— L e
“lap ure for establishing reasonablé payment rates S
for persons resxdmg in transrtmnal housmg. and . o
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" Termination

. :be deposited in the General Post
ute out of the fund such amounts as necessary for the acq\usmon.

“2) appropnate limits on the penod for whxch such persons -
may reside in transitional housing.

“@g) The Secretary may dxspose of any property acquu'ed for '
" the purpose of this section. The roceeds of any such disposal -

shall be crednted to the General Post Fund .
“(h) Funds received by the De &agmmt under this section shall .
d. The Secretary may distrib- -

management, mamtenanee, and disposition of real property for

the purpose out such program. The D
manage the o ratmno%tlussechonsoastoensutetlmtexpendx x

~ tures under ubsection for any fiscal year shall not ‘exceed

by more than. $500000 proceeds credited to the General Post Fund

. under this section. The operation of the p ‘and funds received L
shall be separately accounted for, and be stated in the docu-
_ments accompanying the President's budget for each fiscal year.

g 1773. Addxtional services at certain locations

" “(a) Subject to the avaxlahxhty of appropnatxona the Secretary ‘

~ shall operate a Eengram under this section to expand and improve - - :
- the provision of

- veterans.

efits and services by the Department to homeless -
“(b) The program shall mclude the establishment of not fewer‘ A

than eight programs (in addition to any existing programs providing -

similar services) at sites under the jurisdiction of the tary -

~'to be centers for the  provision of com rehenswe services to homeless ~
- veterans. The services to be provided at each site shall include -

‘a comprehensive and coordinated array of those specnahzed services;

. which may be provided under existing law.

“(c) The program shall include the services of such employees

' of the Veterans Benefits Administration as the Secretary determines '
" appropriate at sites under the jurisdiction of the Secretary at whxch :

services are provxded to homeless veterans.
“(d) The program under this sectmn shall termmate on Decem-

' ber 31, 2001

4§ 1714, Coordmatxon thh ot.her agenctes and orgamzatxons .

_*(a) In assisting homeless veterans, the Secretary shall coordi-

. nate with, and may provide services ‘authorized under this title
-in conjunction with, State and local 1“govemrne:ms other ap

priate
departments and " agenmes of the

“(b)(l) The shall require the director of each medxcal
center or the dn'ector of each regional benefits office to make. an

. assessment of the needs of homeless veterans living within the:

area l;s:med by the medical center or ‘regional office, as the case '
may ’

"(2) Each such assessment shall be made i in ‘coordination with

_representatives of State and local %ovemments other appropriate - .
ederal Government, and' non- -

departments  and agencies of the

overnmental organizations that have expenence workmg w1th.‘
omeless personsin that area.

_“(3) Each such assessment shall 1dent:fy the needs of homeless‘

' ‘ veterans with res to the followmg

“(A) Health care.
“(B) Education and trammg
" “(C) Employment

‘ederal Govemmeht, _non-’ '
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“(D) Shelter. -

“(E) Counselmg e ,

“(F) Qutreach services. . . :
“(4) Each’ ‘assessment ‘shall also indicate the extent to whxch
- the needs referred to in paragraph (3) are being met adequately
. by the progiams of the Department, of other departments and -

' agencies of the Federal Government, of State and local governments,
and of nongovernmental organizations. -~ L
‘ “(5)- Each assessment-shall be carried out in accordance with -
_uniform _procedures and guidelines prescribed by the Secretary.
. %) In furtherance of subsection (a), the shall require
the director ¢f each medical center and the director of each regional
benefits office; in coordination with representatives of State and .
-~ local govermng::, h:ther Federal officials, antc‘l1 ﬁongtivemmental' :
orgamzatmml ve experience workmg with homeless persons -
m the areas served by such facility or office, to— ,
- “1) develop a list of all public and private programs that
pro\nde assistance to homeless persons or homeless veterans .

in the area concerned, together with a description of the services

offered by those programs; :

L “(2) seek to encourage the development by the representa- A
tives of such entities, in coordination with the r, of

a plan to coordinate among such public and private programs Qo

the provision of services to homeless veterans; -
. %3) take appropriate action to meet, to the maximum

- extent practicable. ugh existing programs and available
resources,. ‘the needs of homeless veterans that are 1dent:ﬁed- a
in the assessment conducted under subsection (b); and . -~ A
“(4) attempt to inform homeless veterans whose needs the
director cannot meet under paragraph (3) of the services avail-
ablefﬁto such veterans mthm the- area served by such center ‘
or office.”

(b) Comnmmc- AMENDMENTS —(1) Section 1720A. 1s amend-
ed— o
S (A). by striking out subsectnons (a); (e), (O, and (g); and
- (B) by redesignating subsections (b) o), and d) as sub-~ :
sectxons (a), (b), and (c), respectively. :

(2) The lheadmg of such section is amended bo read as follows

“§ 1720A. 'I‘1~eatment and rehabilitative services for persons
’ A with drug or alcohol dependency”. o
- peg:l) Coamomma REPEALS. —‘l‘he following provmons are -
e ‘

o (1 ‘:ectxon 7 of Public. Law 102—54 (38 USC. 17118 note) S
‘ . (2) Section 107 of the Veterans’ Med.tcal ngrams Amend- -
ments of 1992 (38 U.S.C. 527 note). ' -
"~ (3) Section 2 of the Homeless. Veterans. Comprehenswe )
Service lPrograms Act of 1992 (38 U.S.C. 7721 note). o

(4) Section 115 of the Veterans’ Benefits and Semees Act

'of 1988 (38 U.S.C. 1712 note).. o
- (d) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of sectmns at the begm-‘

ping of chapter 17 is amended— ° )

‘ (1) by striking -out the item. relatmg to sectlon 1?20A and‘
‘insertinj? in lieu thereof the following:. -~ - IR
o “1720A. Treatment and rehabnhtahve services for persons mth drug or aleohol de-

, .- peodency.”;and -

(2) by addmg at the end the follomng
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suacmma m-mmmm AND &EMMTATIOR POR SENOUSLY IlENTALLY wr .
AND HOMELESS VETERANS

S Y 8 General &reatment )
*1712. Therapeutic housing. . L
*1773. Additional services at eettam Iocauona ‘
“1774. Coordination with other a.gencxes and’ orgamzatm

SEC. 203. EXTENSION OF CERTADI AUTHORITIES REIATING TO HOME-E o

- (a) AGREEMENTS FOR HOUSING A&sxsrmcs ma Homzuass VE'I‘- :

ERANS.—Section 3735(c) is amended by out “December 31, ' “4 T

1997" and inserting in lieu thexeof“Deeembers 1999, L
(b) EXTENSION OF HOMELESS VETERANS COMPREHENSIVE SERV-

- ICE GRANT PrOGRAM.—Section 3(a)2) of the Homeless Veterans
- Comprehensive Service Programs Act of 1992 (38 U.S.C. 7721 note)

is amended by striking out “September 30, 1997" and msertmgv
~inlien themof “September 30, 1999”. -

(c) HOMELESS VETERANS'. anrscmnox anac'rs—‘l‘he

- Stewart B. McKmney Homeless- Assistance Act is amended as fol~ o

-~ lows:

"~ by adding at the end the following new mbparagraph.
Q) $10,000,000 for fiscal year 1999.". o

" (2) Section 741 (42 U.S.C. 11450) is amended. by striking

out “December 31, 1997" and mserhng in heu thereof “Decem- Y
ber 31, 1999".

) SEC. 204. ANNUAL REPORT ON ASSISTANCE T0 HOMELESS VEI'ERANS

. Section 1001 of the Veterans' Benefits Impmvement.s Act of
'1994 (38 US.C. 7721 note) is amended— '

(1) in subsection (aX2)— '
VB) (A) by stnkmg out and" at the end of subparagraph
(

graph (C) and inserting in lieu thereof “;-and”; an
(l?s) by addmg at the end the follomng new subpara

" (1) Section 738(eX1) (42 US.C. 11448(eX1)) is amended

(B) by stnkmg out the penod at the end of subpara—, A |

“(D) evaluate the eﬁ‘ectxveness of the pmgrams of the

Department (including residential work-t.herapy programs, pro- -
-grams combining outreach, community-based residential treat-
' ment, and case-management, and contract care programs for

alcohol and drug-dependence or abuse disabilities) in provxdmg :
- assistance to homeless veterans; and

“(E) evaluate the effectiveness of established by =

recipients of grants under section 3 of the Homeless Veterans
‘Comprehensive Service Programs. Act of 1992 (38 US.C. 7721
note), and describe the experience of such recnplents in appl :
for. and receiving grants from the Secretary of Housing and

‘Urban Development to serve primarily homeless persons who o
are veterans.”; and - , '

(2) by stnkmg out subsechon (b).

- SEC. '205. EXPANSION OF AUTHORITY FOR ENHANCED-USE LEASES OF ;

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS REAL PROPERTY.

- © (a) FOUR-YEAR Ex'rENsz OF AUTHORITY.—Section 8169 is )
- amended by striking out “December 31, 1997” and. msertmg in
' iheu thereof “December 31, 2001".

(b) REPEAL OF L!MITA‘I‘[ON oN NUMBER ozr AGREEMENTS —(1) | S

| ii.SectmnSlGSlsrepealed
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{2) The table of sect:ons at ‘the begmmng of chapter 81 is .-
' amended by stnkmg out the item relating to section 8168 ‘

SEC. 206. PEIRMANENT AU‘THOR]TY TO FURNISH NONINSTITUTIONAL
ALTERNATIVES TO NURSING HOME CARE. :

* (a) PERMANENT AUTHORITY.—Subsection. (2) of section 1720C
is amended by striking out “During” and all that follows through
“furnishing of” and inserting in lieu thereot‘ “The Secretary may
furnish”,

(b} CONFORMING AMENDMENTS —(1), Subsecnons (le) and @
.".of such section are amended by striking out “pilot”™. :
D) The heading for such section is amended to read as follows

g 1720C. Noninsﬁtutnonnl alternatives to nurslng home»
care”.

(3) The item relating to such sectlon in the’ table of sectxons V
atthe begmmng of clmpter 17 is amended to read as follows:

‘ B "17200 Noninsititutional nltemaﬁvu to numng home care.”.

. 'SEC. 207. EXTENSION OF HEALTH PROFESSIONAL SCHOLARSHIP PRO.
. GRAM.

(a) EXTENSION.—Section 7818 is- amended hy atnkmg out '

o “December 31, 1997" and inserting in lieu thereof “December 31,

1998". - o
" " (b) SUBMISSION OF OVERDUE REPORT.—The Secretary of Veter- 38 Usc 7611

.ans Affairs shall 'submit to Congress not later than 180 days after note.
the date of the enactment of this Act the report evaluating the

- operation of the health professional scholarship program required

to be submiitted not. later than March 31, 199? under sectnon
202(b) of Public Law 104-110 (110 Stat. 770)

SEC. 208. POLLICY ON BREAST CANCER MAMMOGRAPKY

(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) Subchapter Il of chapter 73 is aznended
- by addmg at the end the followmg new sectxon

“§ 7322. Breast cancer mammqgraphy policy

“(a) The Under Secre for Health shall develop a national
policy for the Veterans H th Administration on mammography -
. scree for veterans. . '
“(b) The policy developed under subsectaon (a) shnll— .
- (1) specify standards of mammography screening; ' _
“(2) provide recommendations with respect to screemng,
and the ency of screening, for— o
"~ “A) women veterans who are over the age of 39; and k
, _“(B) veterans, without regard to age, who have chmcal' )
: sylgptoms nsk factors, or family hxstory of breast cancer;
and ! ;
“(3) provide for chmclan dxscretxon S :
(2) The table of sections at the begmmng of such chapter

'-‘xs amended by inserting after the 1tem relatmg to sectwn 7321j '
the followmg newitem: . .

“7322 Breast cancer mmmography pobcy -

v () EFFECTIVE DATE.—The Secretary of Veterans Aﬂ'mrs shall 3susc 1322
develop th@ natlonal pohcy on mammography screemng reqmred ‘note. -

4.
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.38 USC 7322

note.

38 USC1710

note.

- GULF ILLNESS.—(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs s

by section 7322 of title 38, United States Code, as added by sub-

section (a), and shall furnish such policy in a report to the Commit- '

- tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and House of Representa- ..
" tives, not later than 60 days after the date of the enactment-

of this Act. Such policy shall not take effect before the expnratlonvj -
of 30 days after the date of its submxssmn to those committees.

(c) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that

-~ the policy developed under section 7322 of title 38, United States -
Code, as added by subsection (a), shall be in accordance with .

the guxdehnes endorsed by the. Secretary of Health and Human
Services and the Director of the National Inshhxtes of Health‘

- 'SEC.MPERSIANGUL!‘WARVETERANS.

(a) CRITERIA FOR Pmonmr HeaLT CARE—-(I) Subsection
(aX2XF) of section 1710 is amended by out emnronmental

‘hazard” and inse in lieu thereof “other conditions”.

{2) Subsechon (eX1XC) of such section is amended— . V
(A) by striking out “the Secretary finds may have been

while serving” and inserting in lieu thereof “served”; -
(B) by fimkmg -out “to a toxic substance or eavxmnmental ,
‘ an

©) by striking: out exposure and inserting in heu thereof |
“service”.

(3) Subsection (eX2XB) of such section is amended by stnkmg L ;
_out “an exposure” and inserting in lieu thereof “the service”.

(b) DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS FOR TREATMENT OF Paasum '
hall carry

“out a program of demonstration projects to test new approaches . -
to treatmg. and improving the satisfaction with such treatment -
- of, Persian Gulf veterans who suffer from undiagnosed and ill--

defined disabilities. h&ﬁrogram shall be @tabhshed not later.
than July 1, 1998, and shall be carried out at up to 10 geographically

' dispersed medical centers of the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(2) At least one of each of the following models-shall be used -

.at no less than two of the demonstration projects: -

“(A) A ialized clinic which serves Persian Gulf veterans R
(B) Mﬁ

(C) Use of case managers.

(3) A demonstration &rcgect under this subsectxon be _under- ‘
taken in conjunction with another funding entity, in

"~ ments under section 8111 of title 38, United States Code. . '

(4) The Secretary shall make available from appropriated funds
(which have been retained for contingent fundmg) 5,000 000 to_
carry out the demonstration projects. -

(5) The Secretary may not appx;ove a medical center as a

* location for a demonstration project under this subsection unless

a peer review panél has determined that the proposal submitted
by that ‘medical center is among those proposals that have met -

the highest competitive standards of clinical merit and the Secretaryv o
has determined that the facility has the ability to—

(A) attract the participation of clinicians of outstandmg' .

- caliber and innovation to the project; and

(B) effectively evaluate the activities of the roject e
(6) In determining which medical centers to select as locatxons‘

for demonstration projects under this subsection, the Secretary .
) shaJ.l gwe speclal pnonty to medxcal centers that have demonstrated;

tidisciplinary treatment mmed at ma.nagmg symp-1 B
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a capabxlxty to oompete auccessfully for extramural fundmg support
~ for research into the -effectiveness and cost-eﬁ’ectxveness of t.he
care provxded under the demonstratmn project. ‘

- SEC. 210. PRESIDENTIAL REPORT ON PREPARATIONS FOR A
' NATIONAL RESPONSE TO MEDICAL EMERGENCIES ARIS- =

< l'.N<G FROM THE TERRORIST USE OF WEAPONS OF MASS: P
DESTRUCTIONp .

(a) REPORT. —{(1) Not later than March 1 1998 the Preexdent -
_-shall submit to Congress a report on the plans. preparations, and
capability of the Federal Government and State local govern-
ments for a riational response to medical emergencies arising from
the terrorist use of weapons of mass destruction. The report shall

be submtted in unclassxﬁed form. but may mclude a. classlﬁed .
annex.

(2) The ,report should be. prepared in consultahon with the ‘
Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of Health and Human Services, =~
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, the Director of the Federal Emer- ’
gency Management Agency, and the head of any other department =~
or agency of the Federal Government that may be involved in - =
responding tb such emergencies. The President shall dmgnate a
" lead agency for purposes of the preparation of the re .
- () CONTENTS.—The report shall include the foll :

- (1) A description of the steps taken by the Federal Govern---

" ment to plan and prepare for a national response to medical .
emergencies ansmg from: the ten'onst use of weapons of massA -
destruction. A :

© (2) A description of the laws and agreements governing
‘the responsibilities of the various departments and agencies
of the Federal Government, and of State and local governments,
for the response to such emergencies, and an assessment of
~ the interrelationship of such r&sponmbﬂmes under such laws - -
o and agreements. = ‘

_ " (3) Recommendations, if" any, for the sxmphﬁcatmn or .
»xmpmvement of such responsibilities. ' '

.(4) An assessment of the current level of preparedness.
for such response of all departments and agencies of the Federal
Governnient and State and local govemments that are respon-
sible for such response. :

.- (5) A.current mventory ofthe existing medlcal assets from < . -
all sources which can be made available for such response.

(6) Recommendations, if any, for the improved or énhanced .
use of the resources of the Federal Govemment and State
and local governments for such response o

' (7) The name of the official or oﬁice of the Federal Govern- . -

- ment désignated to coordinate the response of the Federal‘ :

" Government to such emergencies.
. .(8) A description of the. lines of authonty between the
: departments and agencies of the Federal Government to- be
involved in the response of the Federal - Government to such.

. emergencies. L

. (9) A description of the roles of each department and agency‘
- of the Federal Government to be involved in the preparations -
- for, and mplementatlon of, the response of the Fed al Govern- -
" ment t.o such emergencxes L A
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- role as described under paragrap L
: (11) A description of the s tg:e' if any, " bein taken to

PUBLIC mw-ms;upnovm 1997 ¢

" (10} The estimated costs ef each department and agency.
of the Federal Government to ﬁ egn' and carry out its

create a funding mechanism for

response of the Federal
Government to such emergencres :

'_‘TITLE III-—MAJOR N.[E]DICAL FAC]LITY'. a

PROJECTS CONSTRUCTION AUTHOR-' if
IZATION "

SEC. 301 AUTHORIZATION 0? ‘HAJOB MEDICAL mcnm PROJEL'I‘S.

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may carry out the follc

major medical facility projects, with each project to ‘be carri
. out in the amount specified for that project:

(1) Seismic corrections’ at the Department. of Veterans. -

* Affairs medical center in Memphis, Tennessee, in ‘an -amount

not to exceed $34,600,000. .
(2) Seismic corrections and clinical and other improvements

. to the McClellan Hospital at Mather Field, Sacramento, Califor-
" pia, in an amount not to exceed $48,000,000, to be derived

only from funds appropriated for Construction; Major Projects, -

for a fiscal year before ﬁscal ‘year 1998 that remain avaﬂable‘
for obligation.. -

(3) Outpatient xmprovements at Mare Island, Vallejo, -

California, and Martinez, California, in a total amount not

. to exceed §7 000,000, to be derived only from funds appropriated :

for Constructmn, Major Projects, for a fiscal year before ﬁscal
year 1998 that remain available for obhgauon

SEC 302. AUI'HORIZATION OF MAJOR MEDICAL FACIIJTY LEASI-S.

' The Secretary of Veterans ‘Affairs may enter mto leases’ ‘for:

medxcal facilities as follows:

(1) Lease of an information. management ﬁeld office, Bu‘- o

: mmgham Alabama, in an amount not to exceed $595,000.

(2) Lease of a satellite outpatient clinic, Jacksonvﬂle. Flor-.
ida, in an amount not to exceed $3,095,000.-

(3) Lease of a satellite outpatient chmc, Boston Massechu--
setts, in an amount not to exceed $5,215,000.

(4) Lease of a satellite outpatlent clinic, Centon. Ohxo. .

in. an amount not to exceed $2,115,000,

-(5) Lease of a satellite outpatxent chmc, Portland Oregon

" in an amount not to exceed $1,919,000.

-(6) Lease of a satellite outpatient chmc m Oklahoma,

- <manamountnotboexeeed$2 112,000.

(7) Lease of an information resoumes management field ,
office, Salt Lake Clty, in an amount not to exceed 3652 000 o

SEC. 303. AU’I‘HORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

" (a) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be appropnated to-.
. the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for fiscal ear 1998——-

(1) * for. the Construction, Projects account, .
534600000 for the project authori m section 301(1); and

(2) for the Medical are account $15 703 000 for the leasesv
authonzed in sectmn 302 B
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(b) UMnA'rION -The pmjects authonzed m ser:tmn 301 may
only be carried out using—
(1) funds appropriated for fiscal year 1998 pursuant to
the authorization of appro wgnahonsmsubsectnon (a),
- _(2) funds appropriated for Construction, Major Projects for :
" a fiscal year before fiscal year 1998 that remain avallable .
(for obligation; and -
- (3) funds appropriated for Construction, Mq]or Pm;ects for. -

" fiscal - year 1998 for -a category of . actmty not speclﬁc toa -
pro;ect

'TTi‘LE 'IV—TECHNICAL AN‘D
 CLARIFYING AMENDMENTS

SEC. 401. ‘IECIENIGAL Ammmm

_ (a) PLoT Auowmcr: FOR DEATHS IN anmrmr Facnnms —_

- Section 2303(a)X2XA) is amended by striking out “a Departxnent SR
“facility (as defined in section 1701(4) of this title)” and inserting
in lieu thereof “a facility of the Department (as deﬁned in section

. 1701(3) of this title)".

(b) EDUCA'I‘IONAL ASS[STANCE ALLOWANCE F’OR CERTAIN -

- INDIVIDUALS ~ PURSUING COOPERATIVE ~ PROGRAMS.—Section - A

B 3015(8)(1() ;stameﬁifg; “(1) Subj h (2)" and o

L 1) by st out U Jecttoparagra an msert— -

ing in lieu thereof “(1XA) Except as provided in subparagraph

- (B) of this paragraph and. sutghect to paragraph (2)™; and .

- (2) by adding at the end the following: -

“(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph: (A) of this parairaph, in
the case of an individual described in that subparagraph who is
pursuing a cooperative program’ on. or after October 9, 1996, the -
rate of the basic educational assistance allowance a {pghcabie to
such individual under this chapter shall be increased by the amount .
 equal to one-half of the educational assistance allowance that would =

be applicableé to such individual for pursuit of full-time institutional - .
training under chapter 34 (as of the time the assistance under
this chapter is provided and based on the rates in effect on Decem-
ber 31, 1989)xfsuch chapter were in effect.”. - .
" (c) ELIGIBILITY OF CERTAIN VEAP PARTICIPANTS To ENROLL
IN Mom??nmar GI Bn.tﬁ.ﬁ?eguon 3018C(a) lﬁth??iﬁeedo?the :

1)in p , by strikmg out enact-

ment -of tﬁe $ efits Improvements Act of 1996"

" and msertm in lieu thereof “October 9, 1996,";

(2) in paragraph (4), by striking out uring the one-year

period § ed” and inserting in lieu thereof “after the date .
on whu' the. individual makes the election described”; and . .

(3) in aph (5), by striking out “the date of the enact-
ment of- eterans’ Benefits Improvements Act-of 1996 - -

“and msvrtmg in lieu thereof “October 9, 1996”. .

~ (d) ENROLLMENT IN OPEN CIRCUIT TELEVISION COURSES.—Sec-
tlon 3680A(aX4) is amended by inserting ‘(mcludmg open circuit
television)” after mdependent study program the second -place

it appears

. ""“(e) ENROLLMENT IN CERTAIN COURSES.—Section 3680A1g) is
- amended by striking out “subsections (e) and (ﬂ" and msertmg e
in heu thereof “subsectrons (e} and (f}(l)” ‘
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M Csn'mm BENEFITS FOR SURVIVING Spousm —Section

. 5310(bX2) is amended by striking out “under this garagmph in
,‘,th;a first sentence. and msertlng in heu thereol' “un
(1)

r paragraph_ -

SEC. 402. CLARIFICATION OF CERTAIN HEALTH CARE AUTHORITIES -

. (a) ELIGIBILITY FOR HOSPITAL CARE AND MEDICAL SERVICES.— = -
- Section 1710(aX2XB) is amended E striking out “compensable”.

. {b).. Iiiﬁua HEALTH Etzllz;n%ss on t1'{3.”5(&) is aéneng&dt; "
in paragrap tnkmiau eteran's disal o
and msertlggm lieu thereo “veteran’;and h
- (2 in paragraph (2XB), by smkmg out “sectlon 1710(a)(2)"
and inserting in lieu thereof “section 1710(a)".

(c) AUTHORITY TO TRANSFER VETERANS RECEIVING OUTPATIENT -

"CARE TO  NON-DEPARTMENT = NURSING HOMES. -—Secuon

1720(aX1XAXi) is amended by smkmg out ltal care, n

~ home care, or domiciliary care” and inserting in lieu thereof “care”.

(d) AcquisITION OF COMMERCIAL HEALTH CARE RESOURCES.—

~ Section: 8153(a)X3XA) is amended by inserting “(including any

Executive order, circular, or other administrative pohcy)" after “law" ’
or regulation”.

(e} Commﬂou N Paocum: OF Couusacm. HEALTH

" 'CARE RESOURCES.—Section 8153(a)(3)(B)(n) is amended in the sec- S

ond sentence by msertmg , @8 appropnate‘ aﬂ;er “all responsxble '
sources”.

SEC. 403. CORRECTION OF NAME OF MEDICAL CENTER.

_ The facility of the Department of Veterans Affairs in Columbla, .
South Carolina, known as the Win. Jennings Bryan Dorn Veterans’

| _ Hospital shall hereafter be known and designated as the “Wm.
. Jenmngs Bryan Dorn Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Cen-

ter”. Any reference to that facility in any law, regulation, document,

- mage record, or other &aper of the United States shall be deemed

a reference to Wm. Jennings Bryan Dom Department., 3
of Veterans Affairs Medical Center. -

'SEC. 404. IMPROVEMENT TO SPINA BIFIDA BENEFITS I"OR CBILDRDI :

. OF VIEINAMVETERANS
(a) DEF!NI‘I'[ONS ~The text of sectmn 1801 is amended to read .

.. as follows:.

“For the purposes of this chapter—
“(1) The term ‘child’, with respect to a Vietnam veteran <
means a natural child of a Vietnam veteran, ess of
&iex or marital status, who was conceived after the date on °
‘which the Vietnam veteran first entered the Republic of Viet-

nam during the period gmmng on January 9, 1962 ~and
ending on l&ay 7, 1975.
~%2) The term Vietnam veteran’ means an mdmdual who,

performed active military; naval, or air service in the Republic

of Vietnam durmg the period begmmng on January 9, 1962, -

and ending on May 7, 1975, vnthout regard to the charactem;a-, R

tion of the individual's service.” :
(b) APPLICABILITY OF Csn'rm Anmmlsmmva PROVISIONS —_
(1) Section 1806 is amended to read as follows:

- “§ 1806 Apphcablhty of certain admimstratwe pmvxsnons R
“The provisions of sections 5101(c), 5110(a), (bX2). (g), and -

(@), 5111, and 5112(a), (bX1), (bX6) (bXS), and (b)(lO) of this title e
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'shall be dpemed to apply to beneﬁts under th:s chapter in the

same manner in which they apply to veterans dlsablhty compensa-
tion.”

(2) The item relanng to sectmn 1806 in the table of sections ‘
at the beginning of chapter 18 is amended to ‘read  as follows :

“1806. Applicability of eertam administrative provisions.”.
(¢) AMENDMENTS TO VOCATIONAL Ramxm.:mou PROVI-_ .

VSIONS —Section 1804 is amended—
~ .~ (1) in subsection (b), by stnkmiout sha!l be dwgned"‘
anl:iaﬁll that follows and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

- %1) be demgned in eonsultatxon mth the ctuld in order .
: tomeetthechxlds mdnndual needs;

, “*%(2) be set forth in an mdmduahzed wntten plan of voca- ,
tional rehabilitation; and A
‘ *(3) be des;.fned and ‘developed before the date specxﬁed

K in subsection (dX3) so as to nmtt.hebegmmng fthepmgram
o as of the date specxﬁedmthﬁsubsectxon s ‘

: (2) in subsection (cX1XB), by striking (‘mt' “‘msut:umm of
: ‘lﬁ:gger ledm:atmn agd msemng in lieu thereof “institution of

- (3) by addi at the end of subsectlon 5] the followmg‘ |

aragraph:
: “(3) g vocational training program under this section may begm 2
. on' the child’s 18th birthday, or on the successful completion of

the child’s secondary schooim% whichever first occurs, except that,
if the child is above the age of compulsory school attendance under
applicable State law and the Secretary determines that the child's -
best interests will be served thereby, the vocational training pro-
gram may begin before the child’s 18th birthday.”.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by this section 38 usc 1801
shall tak(‘ eﬁ'ect as of October 1,1897. . . ‘ _ - mote.

Approvedv-Noven;ber 21, :1.9_97;- :
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