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An.Act 
To amend title as, United States Code. to revise. atend,~d improve ~ Nov~21, 1991'. . ror~ . 

. (5.7141 

. Be ite;rr.adedby the Sena.teantl House of Representatives of Vetel-ana'
t!le uni#d Sto.tes of:A.mtlrica in Congrea asembkd;' . .... Beoefits Ad. of 

1991•. 
SEcrION 1~ t'mORTTm.E; TABLE OF CONTmrs. . 

.' •. (a) SHOIn' Tnu:.-This Act maybe cited .asthe· "Veterans' 38 USC 101 DOte. 
Benefits Act of 1997". ...' .'. .' '. '. . 

(b) TAiu.E OF CoNTENTs.-The table of contents of this Act 
is as followll: . . 

. . SeC. 1. Short title; table of conteri.ts. ". .' 
Sec. 2;' Refen:~nces to title 38, United States CGde. 

.Tm.E ~[~EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPOR'lUNlTY PROCESS IN THE 
:.. _DEPARTMENTOFVETERANSAFF~RS . 

Sec. 101. ~ual employment responsibilities; .- '. . 
Sec. 102. DIS'c:rim.irI.ation complaint adjudication authority.· '. '. . 

•. Sec. 103. ~ess.m~nt ~d review: orDe~ent o( Veterans Afiairs employment 
'. . dlaenm.mation complaint resolution system.. . . .. 

TITLie: U-EXTENSION AND IMPROVEMENT OF AtrrHORlTIES 
Sec. 201. Native Ameri~ Veteran H~i.ng Loan ~. . . . . 
. Sec. 202. Tn:iatment and· ndlabilitation (or aeriously mentally ill andhomeleas vet· 
'. el:1lD.lJ.· ..... 

Sec. 203. Ex1tenai0ll of certain authorities rela~ to homelea veterans .. 

Sec. 204. AD.'l1ual re~ OIl assistance to homeJ.eU vetenDa. - .' 

Sec. 205. Ex'"p8JlIIion of authority for eahaDced-use.leues of Department of Veter-


Sec. . 206. p~::iI':ra:t!.~fkDisbGODiDatitationa1 altematives tonumiDg 
· . home care. .'. . . . 
·Sec. 207. EXte.aaioIl Of Health ProfeasiooaJ. Sc:bola.nlhip Program. -
Sec. 208. Po,li9 on breast cancer mammography.
Sec. 209. Pel"lWl Gulf War veteraas.· ' '.' . . 
Sec. ·210. Pr'esidential report OD pn!p8I1ltiODs for a aatiollal n!S~' to medical . 

. emergenciea arising &Om the terrorist use of weapoos of mala destruc· ..
tioa.. . 
.' . . . 

Tm.E m~ORMEDICAL FACII.lTY PROJECTS CON'S'J.'8.UCTlON . 
AtrrHORIZATION' .' 

Sec. 301. A\,lthor!zat!OD of~rm~ fae!1!ty projeCts,. '. 
Sec. 302. AuthoruatiOl1 ofmllJOr medical facilitY leases. . , 
Sec. 303. A,'lthorizatioll of appropriatiol1s~ . '.. . 

.' TITLE IV-TECHNlCAL'AND CI.lt.RIFnNG AMENDMENTS 

Sec. "01. Ttdmica1 ameudmenta" . 
· Sec. "02. CWificatiOll of c:ertaiD health care authorities ..' .. • 
Sec..403. COrrectioo. or oameo( medi.e81 center. .... .'. " .. 
Sec. "04. llillprovement to apioa tiinda benefits (or c:hildren of Vaetnam veterans. 

sEc. ~ itElfERE.NCES TO TlTLE~ tJNITED STATES CODE. 
· ..... ':Excel,t·SS otherwiseeXp'ressly provided,' wheneVer in this Act. 

an . amendment or 
.."

repeal is' expressed in. terms of an amendment. 
. . '.'! . 
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. to, or. repeal of. a. section or' other provision, the referenCe shall'· 
. be considered to be made to a section or other provision of .title 
. 38, United States COde. . 

. -, .' 

TITLE I-EQUAL EMPLOYM:ENT OPPOR~' 
.TUNITY PROCESS IN . THE ··DEPART •. ·. 
':MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

, . . . 

8EC~ lOL EQUAL EMPLODIENT BESPONsmlLlTll1& .. .. . .. 

. ... (a) IN GENEtW..-(l)· Chapter 5, is amended· by inserting at .. 


. the end of8U~pter I the following new section: .... ... '. •.. . . 


. M§ &16. Equal employment respOnsibUlties· ...... ~ . 
<ll(a) The SeeretarY shall provide that the employment d.iscrimi~ 

·nation complaint resolution system within the DePartment be estab­
lished and administered 80 as to encourage .timely and €air resolu- . 
tion of cOncerils and 'complaints..The Secret;ar,ysball take. ~ .. 
to ensure that the system is administered. iii an' objective. f8Jl',· . 

·and effective manner and in a manner that is perceived by employ­
ees and other interested parties as being objective,fair, BJid effec-. 
tive. .' ........ ..:. . .. .: ......... . 

<II(b) The Secretary shall provide- '.: . . ... . . 
<11(1) that ,employees responsible for coUnseling functions 

associated With employment· discrimination· and (or receiving, 
investigating, . and . processing .'. complaints of·employment 
discrimination shall be supervised in those functions by, and 
report to,an Assistant Secretary or a Deputy Assistant Sec~· 

. retary for complaint resolution management; and ..... '. 
"(2) that employees performing employment d.iscri.J:D.i:Dation 

. :b~laintresolution functions at afacili~ oCthe DePartment : 
not be 'subject to the authority, direction, ana. control· 

.of the Director of the·facility with respect to. those functions. 
. <ll(c) The Secretary shall ensure that all employees Ofthe Depart­

· ment receivead~te education and training. fot . the Pl11'pGSes
of this section and section 319 of this title. . . '. ..... . . 

· . '. <ll(d) The Secretary shall..when ap()ropriate,· impose disciplinary. 
· measures, as authorized by law, in the case of emCnC: the. 
· Department who' engage in unlawful employment . .' • tion, 

. including retaliatiOn against an employee asserting·~ under·· 
·an equal ~ploymentoP8?:unty law. .' ... . . .. ..' • 

.. . <ll(eXl)(A) Not.1ater 30 days after the end of each calendar .. 
.. quarter, the Assistant Secretary for Humari Resourc:es and Adininis- . 

b:ation shall submit to .the COmmittees on· Veterans' Afl8irs. of 
... the Senate and House of Representatives a: report· sUIlu.1uuizing. . . 
. the employment discrimination comtllaints filed against the individ­
uals referred to in.paragraph (2) dunng such quarter. •. .... 

.. '.
"'(8) Subparagraph (A). shall al?ply in the case of complaints .. 

filed . against individuals . on the basIS' of such individuals' personal .. 
. conduct and shall not apply in the·case of complaints filed··solely.· 
on the basis of sUch individuals' positions·as officials of.the Depart- : 
ment.· . . . ' 

"(2) Paragraph (1) applies to the following officers and employ­
ees of the. Department: . : 

. "'(A) The'Secre .' , ' 
< • 

"'(B) The Depu~tary ofVeterans Affairs; , 
:'. 
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, , 

"(e) The Under Secretary, for Health and the Under Sec­
retarY for Benefits. . ' ' , ' '. 

"(D) Each Assistant secretary ofVeterahS Affairs and each ' 
Deputy Assistant secretary ofyeterans Affairs.' . 

" "(E) The Director of the National.Cemetery System. " 
, "(F) The General Counsel of the Department. ' , , " . 

, "(G) The Chairman of the Board of Veterans' Appeals. 
, ". ,"(H) The Chairman ofthe Board of Contract Appeals of 

the De"'pIU'tment. .'" " ' , , " 
, "(I) Th.e di.rector and the chief of statT of each medical 

center onhe Qepartinent. ' , .' 
• ,"(J) The diiector of each VeteranS Integrated Services Net­
work. 	 . ",' " ) ", 

• "(K) The director of each 'regional office of the De.,..-tment. 
-eL}, Each program. di:rector of the Central Office of,the 

Defarbl1ent. . ,', ' '" , , 
. '''(3 Each report under this subsection­ ",' " " 

' "'(A) malh:;t ctisclose information, which, identifies, the, 
individttals "', or the individuals who are the su'!;ect of, ' 
the.co~pl~tsco!lcemed or the ~faciJ!.ties at which the discrim.i- " 
nation Iden. tified In such complamts' IS alleged to have occurred; " 
" "(B) shall summarize such complaints b, type andJ,y.equal 

emploYlinent OPJ?Ortunity fi~ld office &rea In w~ch fil~ and. " 
, .' ,"(C) shall Include COPIes of such complamts, With the' 
informJiltion described in subparagraph (A) redacted. .... 
"(4) Not later than April 1 each year, the Assistant SecretarY, ' 

shall submit to. the committees. referred to in paragraph (1)(A) ,,' 
a report 0[1 the complaints covered by paragraph (1) during the' 

, preceding year, including the, number of su.ch complai~tsfil~ d~.;. 
mg that yE!ar and the ~tatus and . resolution of . the mvestigation 
of.such complaints. ," .,,', . , . ' " .' 

"(0 Th~!secretary shall ensure that an employee 'of the Depart-, 
ment who lseeks counseliDa' rel~'to. 'employment' disc:rimiD.ation 
may elect to, receive sucli co . from an employee of· the 
Department who c8rries out equal emp oyment opportunity counsel~ 
ingfunctions on a full-time. basis rather than. ~u-om an employee 
of ~e Department who carnes out such functions on a part-time 
basIS. " , ,,' " ' ' 
" "(g) The number ofemployee8 of the Department whose duties 

. 	includeeql1al employme~t opportunity counseling f'w;1ctions ~ well 
as other. u:'nrelated functions may not exceed 40 full·time eqmvalent 
employees. Any such employee maybe assped equal employment 
opportunity counseling functions only ,at Department faCilitiesiD' 
remote ge<',graphie locations (as determined 'by the. Secretary). The 
Secretary ,may waive the limitation in the, preceding 'sentence in 

S~)~h!' prtivisiOIUl Of this' Section shaIl be implemented in'. 
a manlier consistent with procedures ap.,plicable· under regulations 
'prescribed by the EQual Employment OpJ?Ortumty Commission .... 
'. '(2) Tile table o( sections at the, beginning of such chapter 
is amendf~. by inserting after ,the item relating to section 515 
the following'new item: . '; . ,,", .',. .' . 
M516. Equal 'emplOymelltrespoasibilitiea:". ' '. 

. (b)ru~PORTS,...:..c1) The ~retary of Veterans Affairs sh8nsu~ 38USC516oote. 
mit. to.' Qi,ngre8!l, reports on the. implementa~~~d ~ration of . 
the equal employment opportunity system Wlthinthe Departolent . 
of VeteransAfl'ain. The first: such report shall be submitted not .' 

!! " 	 , '. . 
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later than April 1, J998,and subsequent reports shall be submitted 

not later than Januilry 1,1999, and January 1,2000. .' .. 


. . (2) The first report under paragraph (1) shall set forth the 

. actions taken by the Secretary to· implement section 516 of title . 
38, United States Code, as added by subsection (a). and other " .'. 
actions taken by the Secretary in relation to the equal employment' . . '. 
opportunity system within the Department of Veterans Affairs. ". 

. (3)·The subsequent reports under p8.ragraph (1) shall set forth, 
for .each equal employment opportunity field office of. the .Depart:" 
ment and for the Department as a whole, the following: . . . 

. (A) Any information to supplement the'information submit-. 
ted in the report under paragraph (2) that the Secretary consid;. . 

era r1h~~~ber of 'requests' for c:ounse~ relating to .... . . 
eDljj~ment discrimination received during the one-Je8I' period· . 
en' on the date ofthe report concerned.· . ." .. 
. . ( ) The number of employment discrimination.Complaints . 
received during such period..' .' .' .' . . .' . . 
. . (D) The status ofeach complaint described in subparagraph· 
(e), including whether or not the 'complaint was resolved. and, . 
if resolved, w~therthe. em"ployee concerned sough.t. revi~w 
of the. resolution by the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission or by Federal court. .'. . . .'. ...... 

. ' (E) The' number of employment. discrimination complaints 
that were settled during such period, including-· ..... . 

(i) thet;ype of such complaints; and . . .' '. 
(ii) the terms of settlement (including any settlement 

. amount) of each such complaint, '. .' '. . 
38 USC 516 note, (c) EFFECTIVEDATE.-Section 516 of title 38, United States . 


Code, as added by subsection (a), shall take effect 90 days after 

the date of enactment of this As::t. Subsection (e) of that section 

shall take effect with respect to the first quarter of'c8lendar year .

1998. . . . . . 

. SEC. 102. DISCRIMINATION CoMPLAINT ADJUDICATION AVl'IlOBlTJ.· .' 

· (a) IN GENERAt..-{I) Chapter 3 is amended by adding at the. 
end. the following new section: 

"I SIB.·Office of' Employment Discri.miDAtion Complaint 
Adjudication '. .. 

. "'(aXI) There is iii the Department an Office of Employment .. ' 
. Discrimination Complaint. Acljudication. There is at the head of 

, "the Office a Director.. . . ..' . ' '. 
. "(2lThe Director shall be a career appointee in the Senior 

. Executive Service.:.: . '. ". .' ......., . ., 
. '"'(3) The DireCtor reports directly to the Secretary or the I¥puty . 
Secretary concerning matters within the responsibility of the Office. 

"'(bXl) The Director isresporisible for making the final agency 
decision within the Department on the merits of any employment 
discrimination comp'laint filed by an empl~,. or an appliCant· .. 
for employment, ,WIth the Department. The Director shall make '. 
such decisions in,an impartial and objective manner;. '.. ' . . . 

. "'(2)' No person may make any ex parte communication to the 
· ,Director or to any employee of the ·Office with respect to a matter" . 
on whi~ the Director hasresponsibUity for making a 'final agencY

. decision. .' . .' 

. , 
. I 
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.. '"<c) Wh.enever the Director has. reason .to 'beUeve that there', . 
has .been re1':aliation againSt an employee. by reason of the employee 

, asserting rights under an equal employment opportunity taw, the . 
Director shiillreport the suspected. retaliatory action directly. to 
the Secretary or Deputy SeCretary, who shall take appropriate
action there:on.. .,... .. ., . ... . 

• "'(d)(1) ~l'heOffice shall employ a sufficient number of attorneys . 
arid other,personnel as are necessary to cany out the functions . 
.of the Offic:!. Attorneys shall be cOm~Dsated at a level commensu­

.' ' rate with a11tomeys employed by the Otlice of the General Counsel. 
':. '"'(2) The Secietary shall ensure that the Di.reetoris furnished 
, sufficient l!esourc:eSinaddition to ~nnel under P8I'8ImlPh (1) 
to enable the Director to carry out· the functiOns -or tf1e-Office 

in a ~me«:~ 8hall ensure that any ~ormanCe a~ 
of the· Director of the, Office or Employment Discrimtnation Com­
plaint Aqju:ldication or of any employee or the Office ,does not take 
mto conslilc':a:ation the record of the Director or employee in deciding , 
cases for or ~ the Department.ft• ' .:. ' , 

(2) Th.e table~ of sections at the be~ .of :sueh chapter 
.. is amended by adding ,at the end the folloW'IDg new Item: 

"'319, Otnce oi' Employment Discrimination Comptalnt Adjuciicatioll.-, 

'(b) REIPOK'rs ON OOLEMENTA110N.-The Director of the Office 38 USC 319 note. 
of Employment Discrimination, Complaint Adjudication of the 
Dep3!tmel1.t of Veterans Affairs (established by section 319 of title 
38, Unitedl States Code, as added by subsection (a» shall submit 
to the 'Secretary of Veterans ~airs and :to Congress reports on 
the implenlentation and the operation of that office. The first such 

" report shaU be submitted not later than April 1, 1998, and subse­
quent repClrts shall be submitted not later, than January 1,,1999, 
and Jariuaiy 1,2000. " ' " '.. . " . '. ' ,. . ", , ,. . 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE•.....:secti()n 319 of title 38, United States 38,USC319 note, 
COde, as iLdded by subsection (a), sha1ltake effect 90 days after 
the dateofenaetmentofthis Act. ' , " .. .. . 
SEC. iOa:. ASSESSMENT AND ltEVIEW OF DEPAR'l'ltIEHr OF VE1.'EB.ANS:38 USc '516 note. 

AFFAIIlS.EMPLOYMENT- DISCBIl'iDNATlON COIIPLAINT 
. . J1ESOUJT(ON SYSTEM. . . 

(a) MIBEEMENT' FOR· AssEssMENT AND REvIEw.~1) The Sec­
retary of 'Veterans Affairs shall seek to enter into an agreement
with a qualified private entity ,under which agreement·the eotitl' .. ­
shall carty out the assessment described in subseCtion (b)' and 
the review' described in subsection (c). 

(2) .The Secretar.Y shall. include· iD. the· agreement provisions . 
necessary to ensure that the entity espies out ita responsibilities .. 
under' thi! agreement· (includiDg the exercise' of ita jud2ments·. 
conceIllin.'11f the assessment and review) in a manner free ofinIluence '. 
from any iwurce, including the o~cialS and employees ofthe.Depart- . 
ment ofV<etetans Affairs.' ....... . . . .... '... 

'. . (3) The Secretary iDay not enter into the agreement until 15 .. 
. . days afte.~ the' date on which the Secretary notifies th-e Committees 

", on VetenlD.S'··Affairs of the Senate and. House of Representatives' " 
of the en:titywith which. the SecretarY. proposelil to enter into·. the . . 
agreement. . . .' '". . .. . . . 
'. . (b) INrrw.. AssEssMENT OF SYsTEM.-(l) Under the agreement·· 
under· subsection. (a), the, entity shall conduct an assessment of 
the . 'emp,loylnent discrimination·· complaint resolution system .. ' 



, 	. , ., 

, .. . . . ' , 

'Ill STAT. 2282 " , PUBLIC LAW 105-114-NOV. 21, 1997', " 

, , ~dministered within the Department of Veterans .Affairs,incl~ding
" the extent to which the s)'Stem meets the objectives set forth in 
" section 516(a) oftitle 38, United States Code, as added by section 

" 101. The assessment shall include a comprehensive description 
of the system as of the, time of the assessment. ' , , : ' " 

, (2) Under the agreement" the entity shall submit the assess- , 
ment to the committees, referred to in subseCtion· (a)(3) and' to ' 
the Secretary notlater th8.n Jwie 1.1998. , ,", " , " , 
, " • (c), REvtEw OF ADMINISTRATION OF SYsTEM.~-:u) Under the', 
agreement under subsection (a), the entity shall monitor and reView ,. 
tlie administration by the Secretary~of the employalent discrimina-' , 
tion complaint' resolution system adi:niniatered ,within the Depart.. , 

'ment. ' , " " " 
, (2) Under the agreement. the entity shall submit t4) the com.mi~ 
tees referred to in subsection (aX3). and to the Secretary a ~-: 
on the results of the review under paragraph (1) not later , ," 

, June I, 1999. The report shall include an assessment of the adminis- , 
, tration of the system, including the eXtent to whidl the System' , 
" meets the' objectives' referred to, in subsection, (bX,1), an~. the " , 

effectiveness ofthe following: , , , " '" , 
", " (A), Programs to train and maintain a cadre of individuals 

, who are competent to investigate claims relating to employment
discrimination. 	 ' ,',' ", '" 
, (B) Programs to trainaJid maintain a cadre of individuals, 

who' ~com~tent to provide counseJ.ing'toindividuals who 
submit such claims. , , , , , , " , , " 

(e) Programs to provide education and ~ to Depart­
ment employees' regarding their rights and obligations under 
the equal employment opportUnity laws. " , • , 

(D) Programs to oversee the administration of the,system: 
(E) Programs to' evaluate the effectiveness of the ' system 

, in meeting its objectives. ',., ",,' , , , , 
" (F) Other programs, procedures or activities of the Depart­

mentrelating to the equal employment" opportunity laws; 
, including any alternative dispute resolution procedures 'and 

informal dispute resolution and settlement procedUres. , ' 
, (G) Any disciplinary measures impos¢ by the Secretary , 
on employees determined to have, violilted the' equal employ­

, 	ment 0f!:.rtunity laWS,',in preventin'b;u~rring violations, , 
ofsuch by other employees of the ent.",' , 

TITLE IT-EXTENSION AND , 
IMPROVEl\tENT OF AUTHORl'I1ES 

SEC..I.NATlvEAMEluCANVETEBAN BOUSINCU.oAN Paooiwf. ' 
(a) ExTENSION OF PILoT PRooRAM.~on 3761(c) isamend~ 

by striking out '':"Seetember 30, 1997" and inserti,ng in lieu thereOf 
"December 31, 2001. ' ,',,' , . " 

(b) OtriREAcH.-Section 3762(i) is amended...;.. ,,", '., , 
, , '(1) by inserting "(1)" after "(i)";"',, ',' '""',, 
, (2) by ilise~ ", in cQnsultation with tribal OrgapizatiODS\, 
(including the National Congress of American Indians and the 
National American Indian Housing Council),·' after, "'The Sec­
retary shall"; " " , , : , '",," ", , 
, , (3) by striking out "tribal organizations and"; and "', 

, (4) by adding atthe end the following:,,' ",' 

'I 	 " 
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"(2) Activitiesunderth~ outieach pro~ shall include the 
following: " " "',', " ' , ' , " ' 

"'(All Attending Conrerenc~ and conventions conducted by 
the N ationa! COngress of American Indians in order to work 
with thf~ National Congress in' providing information and train· 

, ing to tribal organizations, and Native American, veterans' 
• regardiilg the availability of housing benefits under the pilot 


, progranl and in assisting such organizations and veterans in, 

, participating'in the pilot program. ,', '. , " ,'" , 

, " "(B) Attending conferences and, conventions eonducted' by 

the. Natio~ American' Indian, Housing CoUncil 'in order' to 


'work With the Housing Council ,m,' providhur information and

trainint: to, tribal ' • tions and' tribaf housing entities 
regard!lag the availabin;J!fsuch benefits. ' " '" ' " 
, "(C)Attendi:nat eanferences and conventions conducted by , 

, the De})8I'bnent of Hawaiian Homelands in order to work with ' 

the Del>artment of Hawaiian Homelands in providing ioforina- " 

tion:and training to tribal housing entities in Hawaii regarding"

the ava~ofsuch benefits. ' . " , ' , 

'" "(Ill) , ucing and, disseminating informatiOn to tribal , 
goveriu'nents, tribal veterans, service organizatiOns, and tribal " 
organizatiOlllS regarding the availability ofsuch benefits. " " 
, "'(Ei) Assisting tribal o~tions and Native American " 

veterat:lB in participating in the pilot program. " • ' 
, ," "'(F'),Outstationing loan guarantee specialists in tribal faclli· 

ties on a part-time basis if requested by the tribal gOvernment:". 
(c) .ANl:.ruAL, REPOa:rs.~on 3762 is' further, amended· by 

adding at the end the following new subsection:, .' ' 
"(j) Not later, than Februaryl of each year through 2002, 

the Secretary shall'transmit to the Commi~ on Veterans' Affairs 
of the Sen,ate and House of Representatives a report relating to 
the implelilentation of the p'ilot program u.nder t.hiSsubchapter
during the fiscal year preceding the date of 'the report.,.Each such 
report shalll include the following; ',",' ",' , ' 

"'(l) The Secretarts exercise during such fi.scal year of. 
the auitbority provided under subsection (c)(lXB) to make loans 
exceed:,ing the maXimum loan ;amount. ' ',' " 
, , "'(2)' The appraisals performed for the Secretary during 

such D,sCal ,Je8l' under the authority of subsection (dX2), inclut:\­
. ing a d.escription of- .' '" '. . . . 

.' . . ,"(A) the DUinner in which such· appraisals ",ere'per,;, 
. . foirmed; .' . .' •. " '.' 

. ,"'(8) the qualificatioils.of the appraisers wboperformed
su,ch appr8isalsj and '.' .... ...... . 

. '. "(C)the actions tak_ by the Seeretary with respect . . 
to su~, ~ppraisals to protect the mterests of veterans and' .. 
tb,eUnitedStates; . . . " '. ..... . 
"'(:3) The outreach activities undertaken' under subsection .. 

(i) during such fiScalyear,includlng-,-' .... '. '. . .' 
.' "(A) a description.of sum activitiesoli a. region-by- . 

. ~ rEgiOn basis; and . .' '. '" .'. . '. '. '. '. . 
. "'(B) aD assessment ·of the effectiveneSs 'of S\Jch activi· 

. tileS in encoura,gmg .the participation of Native American " '. 
. . v«~teransin the pilot program. . . .' .' . 
. 	.... "'(");~. pOO~ of Na~ve Americen.vefe~ . who are eligible . 
.forpartiapation mthe pilot program, mcluding"':',' .... 

http:qualificatioils.of
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',' . "(A) a ,descrip~on and analysiS of the pool, including. " 
, ,Income demographics; , ' " . " " 

"(B)a.descnption and assessment of the itnpedinients, 
,if any, to full participation in the pilot program of the 
Native American veterans in the pool; and. ' .' 

"(C) the impact of low-Q)st housing programs operated" 
by the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
and other Feder8J or State agencies on the demand, for 

.. ' direct loans under this section.' "" ... " . , ' 
,"(5) The SecretarY's recommendatioiLs.if any. Cor additional ,.' 

, 'legislation regarding the p'ilot program.-. . . , " . 
SEC. 102. TREA~ AND" BEBABDJTATiON FOR SEBIOUSLyMEN. 


TALLY B..L AND BOMElJ!!8S VlE'l'EBANS. .' 


, (a) 'CoDIFICATION AND REvIsiON OF PRoGRANS'~'i!:r 17 . 
is amended by addirigat the end the" foUowingnew ~r: 

'"SUBCHAPI'ER VII-TREATMENT, AND REHABn.J.TATION 
, FOR SERIOUSLY MENTALLY ILL AND HOMELESS VETER­
ANS 	 ' . 

."§ 1'771. General treatment' 
"(a) In proViding care and services under section 1710 of this 

title to veteranS sUffering from ,serious mental illn~. ·including , 

. veterans who are. homeless, the Secretary may provide (directly . 

or in conjunction with a governmental or other entity)- . ' ,', '. 


. "(1) outreach services; ',' " ,',. ". ,. . 
. "(2) care, treatment, ,and rehabilitative services (directly., 

or by contract in community~based treatment facilities, inc1ud-·· 

, ing halfway hoUses); and . ' .' , ' . . ' . '. .' . ' 


. ..' "(3) therapeutic transitional housing assistance under sec~' 

, tion 1772 of this title. in conjunction with work, therapy, under . 
subsectio,:l (a) or (b) of section 1718 of this title and outpatient
care. ',.,'. .": '. ......, " ... ' '. 


EzpiratiOD dat.e~ . . "(b) The authority oCthe Secretary under subsection (a) expireS 

on Deceinber 31; 2001. ' 	 " . . . ' . 

"I 1'772~ Therapeutic housing 	 . . 
"(a) The secretary. in connection with the· conduct or Com- '. 

pensated work therapy programs, may operate residences and facili­
ties as therapeutic hOUSIng. '.~ 
. "(b) The Secretary may' use such procurement ~ures for 
the purchase. lease, or other acquisition'of residenti8.l housing for 
purposes or this section as the Secretary considers apptopria~ '.' . 
to expedite the opening and operation or tl'8.nsitional. b.OUsing 8ll1d 
to protect the interests of the United States. '. ", . ' , 
•. "(C) ,A residence or other facility may be operated as trimsitional . 
, houSing for veterans described . iIi pa.ragnlphs (1) and (2) of section 
171O(a) of this title under the following conditions: '. . .. ,., ", 

"(1) .Only veterans . described in those. paragraphs and a '. 
. house manager may reside in the residence or facility. ' . 

. , "(2) Each resident, other than the house manager; shall' 
. 	 be requited to make payments that contribute to covering the 

expenses of board 8ll1d the operational costs of the residence 
or facility for the·period.ofresidence in such housing., .• 

"(3) In ot:der to foster the therapeutic and rehabilitative 
objectives of, such housing (A) "residents shall be .prohibiteci 

.:, .. 
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from using aleohoi or any cOntroUed' subStance or item. (B) 

any l'e8!dent violatin~. that. prohibition may.be expelled. from 

the resldence or facility, and (C) each resident shall agree 

to undergo drug testing or such other measures as the Secretary

shall pr(~ribe to ensure compliance with that prohibition. . . 


, "(4) In .the eStablishment' and operation of houSing. Under . 

. . thi$ sec1tion, the SecretaryshaU consult with appropriate re~ 

. resentat'ives of the community in which· the housing is estab- . 

.tishedeind shall comply with zoning requirements, building 

•permit z'-equirements, and other similaJ: requireuients applicable 

to other rial property used fot similar purposes in the commu~ 


nity':.c5) The resid~ or facilityahall meet' State andcommu- .' 
nity firEl and safety requirements applicable to other real prop­

erty uSed for similar purposes in the community in whiCh . 

the tnulsitional bo~~ located, 'but fire· and safety ~ . 

ments e'Lpplicable to buildings of the Federal.Government ahall 


. not applly to such property. .... '. . . . ' ... 
, "'(d) The, SecretarY shall prescribe the qUalifications for house 

. managers for transitionalhoUsiIig units operated under this section. 
The' SeereUllY may. provide for free room and subsistence for a . 
house man:.iger in ~8ddition to, or instead of payment of,. a fee . 
for the sel"Vlce8 provIded by the manager. .... .• ,.. ' 

" "(eXl) 11le Secretary may operate as transitional housing under 
this section·...;. . . . . . 

.' "(A) any suitable residential property acquired by the SeC· . 

retary liS the result of a default on a loan made,guaranteed, . 

or insui'ed under chapter 37 ofthis titl~; .' '. .' '. 


, "(Brany suitable space in. a facility under the jurisdiction 

of the Secretary th;:tt is no . longer being used· (i) to provide 


. acute hospital care, or (ii) as housing for medical center employ­
ees; and. ......... . '. .'. 

"(C) any other suitable'residential property purchased,· 
leased, or otherwise acquired by the Secretary.. '. . . . 

. "(2) In the case of any property referred to.in paragraph (l)(A), . . 
the Secretairy shall- ...... . '. . . 


. . '. ."(A) transferaduiinistrative jurisdiction over such p~rty . 

Within.the Department from the Veterans BenefiU$ Administra· . 

tion to ,the Veterans .Health Administration; and .'. . . 


. "(E~) transfer from the '(leneral Post Fond to the Loan 
GUaraIlty Revolving Fund' under chapter 37 of this title an 
amoun't (not to exceed the amount the Secretary paid for the. 
properi;y) representing the 'amount the Secretary considers 

could lbeobtained by sale· of such property to.· a nonprofit 


, orga.niJ'~tion or a State for use as a shelter. for. homeless veter­
~~ .... .,.. 

, "(3) In .the case of any residential property obtained:bY the 

Secretary from the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

'under this section, the amount paid by the Secretary to that Depart· 


, ment for t1llat (lropertymay not.exceed the amount that the'Sec;. 
,retary. of Houst,ng and Urban,Development would charge' for the 

sale of, tbJ,lt property· to a nonprofit organization or a ,~~te for. 
use as a shelter (or homeless persons. ~ds (or. such charge shall' . 
be derived from the General Post Fund. . . 

. "(0 Th.e Secretary shall prescribe- , .~ . ..' . ....;. 
. . .... ."(1L) ap~ure for establishing reasonable' payment rates', 
for persons residing intrans,itional housing; and .... :. . ..... . . 

. .' '. . .. ,'," . 
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. "'(2) appropriate limits on the period. for which such persons 
may reside in transitional housing. . .. . ., .. 
"(g) The Secretary Olay dispose of any property acquired for 

. the· purpose. of this section.·· The proceeds ·of any 8u~h·disposal
shall be credited to the General POst Fund. . . ., ' ' , " 

: "(h) Funds ~ived by the, Department under this section shall, 
be deposited in the General Post Fund. The Secretary may distrilr .' 
ute.out of the fund such amounts as necessary for the acquisition, ' 

, management. maintei:umce.· and disposition of real property for.· 
the, purpose of carrying out such. program. The Secretary shall, . 
manage the operation of ~ section 80 as, to ensure thate1:pen.di. ' 
tures under this subsection. for, any fiscal year shall notUceed 
by more than $500,000 proceeds credited to the General Post Fund. . 
under this section. The operation. oCthe p~.and funds received , .. 
,hall be separatelf accounted for, and shall be stated in the docu- . 
ments accompanymg the President's budget for each fiscal year. 

, ., 1'178. AddiUoa8J. servi.ceaat certabi locations ' 
, "'(a).Subjeet to the availabili~.of approPriations,; the ~tary , 

shall operate a program under this section to expand and lDlprove .. 
. the provision of benefits and services by the Departm~nt to homeless ' 
, veterans. ' . : ' , ' .. ' , , . 

"(b) Tbeprogram shall include the establishment of not fewer " 
than eight programs (in addition to any existing, programS providing 
similar services) at sites under the jurisdiction. of the Secretary , 
'to be centers for the. provision of coD;lprehen.sive seryices to h~meless 
veterans. The iservtces to be proVIded at ,each SIte shall mclude 
. a ~mprehensive ~d coordinate? ~ay of those specialized semces 
, which mtiy be prOVIded under existing law. • : . , ,. 

,"(c) The program shall include the services of suell employees 
of the Veterans Benefits Administration as the Secretary detennines 

, appropriate at.sites under the jurisdiction of the Secretary at which : 
services are provided to homeless veteranS. , : ,;' .:.,; ",.' 

'Termination ,,,{d} The program under this section sluill terminate on Decem;; 
date. bel' 31, 2001. ' '. , 

."' 1"174.Coordination;with other agencies aDd org8.mzations 
, "'(~) In 'assistinghooieless veterans; the Secretary shall cooi:di­

nate with, and may provide services authorized under this. title 
.. in conjunction. with, Sta~ and local-,ovemments, othe~ appropriate. . 
departmeutsand .~,?-es of the :Federal· Govemmebl, and non· ' 

.	gov~~:cat!;~ require the director of each ~edieal : 
center or the director of each regional benefits office to make 8.ri 
assessment of the . needs 'of homeless veterans living within the . 
area served by the medical center· or . regional office, as. the .caSe 
may be:' , . .". .... , . ~ .. .... 

"(2) Each such assessment sh811 be made incoordination, with .. 
. representatives of State. and local governmentS. other aPllropriate .. , 
departments· and agenCles of the Federal Government, and non- . 
governmental o~tious that have experience working' with., 
homeless .person.s: m that area.· . .' . . ., ' 
.. "(3) Each. such assessment shall identify the needs of homeless ' 

, veterans..with respect to the fQllowing: ' .. " , . ~ 
. (A) Health care. .". ' 
,. "(B) Edu~tipn an~ traini.D.g. 

" , ~(C) ~mployment. •. 
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"(D) Shelter .. ~ . 

"(E) Counseling .. 

M(F) Outreach services.... .' 


,4) Each" assesSment' shall also indicate. the extent to which 
the needs referred to in, paragraph (3) are being met adequately
by.· the progi~arnS of· the Department, of. other departments· and 
agencies of the Federal GOvern:me~t, of Stat:e and loail governments, 
and of nongQ1remmental orgamzations. . . . . ." 

"(5) Each assessment shall be carried out in accordance With 
uniform proc:ed.uresand guid~eS prescribed' 'by.·the Secre~. 
.' .'. "'(c) In furtherance of subsection (a). the Se¢retary shall ~ 
the director (If each medical center and the director oteachl'egJ.onaI 
benefits office; in coordination with ~tatives of State and 
local p'erninent&, other Federal: offiCIals. and nongovemmeiltal· 
o~tioDlI that have exJ)e'i~ce worlting .with homeless. persons
in the areas l\erved by such facility, or office. to- . '. 

. .' "'(1) develOp a list Of all public and private· programs that . 

provide.assistance to homeless ~D8' or homeless veterans ' 

'm the ariea concerned; together With a description of the services 

offered b:y those prOgrams; '. . ... ,'. 

. "(2) seek to e~c?~e th~ d~el~llmen~ by the ~presenta­

tives of such entities.' m coordination With the director, of 

a plan to coordinate among such public and . private programs 

the provision of services to liomeless veterans; . 


"(3) take appropriate action to meet, to the maximum 

extent Iiracticable through existing programs and available 

resOurce1, the needs of homeless veterans that are identified 

in the assessment conducted under subsection (b); and ... 


. "(4) attempt to inform homelesS veterans wboseneeds the 

director cannot,meet under paragrapb (3) oftbe services avail­

able to such veterans within, the . area served by such. center 

or offiee.:~. ....... ..... . .' 

(b) 	CoNI"ORMJNG AMENDMEN'TS.-(U Section 1~20Ais ametid­

ed~ . 	 . . 
(A) by striking out subSections (a); (e),<O. and (g);and 


. (B) ,by redesignating subSections (b), (e). and (d) as sub-., 

sections (a). (b). and (c). respectively. . .... '. . 

(2) The beading of such section is ~ended to read as follows: 


41, 1720A..· Ti:-eatment and rehabilitative services for penoDB 

. 	 '. with drug.or alcohol dependency". . . 


(c)' CoNFORMING REPEALs.-Tlie. following provisions "are

repealed: .. ' . . '.' ... ' '. 

. (1) 8ection 7 of Public LawiQ2.-54 (38 U.s.C. 1718 note)~ .'. 


. (2) Section 107 of the Veterans' Medical ProgriUns Amend~.. 

menta of1992 (38 U .s.C. 527 note). ' .. ' .' . '. '.' . 


. (3) .SeCtion .20f the. HOmeless. Veterans Comprehensive 

Service :lPrograms Act of 1992 (38U.s.C. 7721note).. .' .' 


(4) Section 115 of the Veterans' Benefits and .services Act 

.of1988 ~38 U.S.C. 1712 note).· . '. . ..' . ". 


.... 	 '. (d) CLER1CAL AMENDMENTS.-The table of sectionS at the begin­
ning of cbapl:er 17. is amended- ..... .'.' . . .'. 

(1) by striking~out the itemrelatitig to section 1720Aarid 
iilsert:inl~ in lieu thereof the following:.·· '.: '. 

'. "1120A. Treatmmt aDd rehabilitatiVe senices for penooawith drug or alcohOl de­
: 	 pendency.-; aDd " ..' .' . " . . ; ;. ..' . ,:' 

. . (2) by a~diilg at the endt,he following: ..' 
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"SUBCHAPrER VlI-'1'R.EATMENT·AND REHABIUTA"OH FOR S£RlOUSLY 'lENT....u.y ILL .. 
. AND HOMELESS VETE1WfS . . 

. "1771. Gener&! treatment. . 
, "1112. Therapeutic ho~. . . 

"1773. Additional services atcertaia loCations. 
"1774. Coordination with other agencies andorcanb:aticina.~. 

SEC. m EXTENSION OF CERTAJNAtrrHORlTlES RELATlNGTo HOM& . 
. LESS VETERANS: . 

. . (a) AGREEMENTS FOR HOUSING AssISTANCE FOR HOMELESS VET-. 

ERANs.-Section 3735(c) is amended by stri.king out ~mber 31, ., 

1997" and inserting in lieu thereof"'December ai, 199$"~ . " 


. (b) Ex.n:NsloNoF HOMEIJ1!SS VETERANS CoMPREHENSIVE SERV­

ICE GRANT PRo<m..AK.-Section 3(aX2) of the Homeless Veterans 


. Comprehensive Service Programs Al:.tot 1992 (38 U.s.C. '1721 note) _ . 
is amended by striking out. "'September ~O, 1997" and inSerting
in lieu thereof"'Septenlber 30,1999", ..... . •..• 

. (c) HOMEl.psc! VETERANS' REINTEoRAftONPRosEcTs•...;...'11le 

Stewart B. M~ey Homeless.AssistanCe Ad, is amended as fol­
lows: ..... . •... ....• 

(1) Section 738(eXl) (42 u.s,C. 11448(eXl) is amended 
. .by adding,at the end the folloWing new ~bparagraph: '. " ',' . 
, "(G) $10,000,000 (or 6seal year 1999. . '. . ... 

. . (2) Section.741 (42 U.s.C. 11450) is amended. by' strikirig 
out "December 31,1997" andi.nsert.ingin lieu thereof "Decem- .. 
ber 31, 1999"; , 

. ·SEC. 204. ANNUA,I.REPORT ON ASSISTANCE to BOME'7ES$ VETERANS• 

. '. section 1001 pf the Veterans' Benefits Improvements ·.Act of 
'1994 (38 U .S.C. 7721 note) is amended...,... . .'. . . 

(1) insubsecnon (aX2)-. . . " " '. 
. . (A) by striking out "and". at the end of subparagraph 
(B); , .... ..... .'. '. . .' . 

(B) by striking out the period at the end of subpara- . 
graph (C) and inse~g in lieu thereof"; and"; and. .' ...• 

(C) by adding' at the end the following new subl>ara~ 
graphs: .' ." ...... ". . . . . 

. " ~D) evaluate the effectiveness of the programs of the.' 
Department (including residential work.therapy programs, pro- . 

'. grams combining outreaCh, community-based residential treat­
ment,· and case-management, and contract care programs' for 
alcohol and drug-depend~ce or abuse disabilities): in providing. 
assistance to homeless veterans; and " '. . . 
.' . "'(E) evaluate .the effectiveness of programs established' by .. 

'. recipients of grants under section 3 of the· Homeless Veterans 
. Comprehensive Service Programs. Ad, of 1992 (38U.s.C; 7721 
note), and desc:ribe the experience ofsuch recipients in applying . 
for. and receiVing grants from the Secretary of Housing and 

. Urban Development tosel"l!'eprimarily homeless persons who 
are veterans."; and . ' 

(2) by striking outsubsectiori (b) .. 
SEC."205. EXPANSION OF AtJTBOlUT'Y FOR ENHANCED-USE LEASES OF 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS' REAL PROPERTY.', 

(a) Foua.Yw Ex.Tf:NSIoN OF. AtrrHORlTY....;...&ctio~8169 is 
amended by striking out "December 31, 1997" and inserting in 

. lieu thereof"December 31, 2001". .... .'. . .: .. " ..... 
• (b) REpEAL OF .LIMITATlON ON NUMBER .OF AGREEMENTS.-~;,{l)

. Section 8168 is repealed. . '.' . . . '., '. .... .... '.' "< .. 
, , 
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, , , (2) Th~tableofsections at 'the begiMing of'chapter Sl is 

, ,amended by striking out the item relating to section 8168. , 


SEC. 206. PElRMANENT AuTaORriY: TO FURNISH NONINSTITUTIONAL 

ALTERNATIVES TO ~ING HOME CARE.: . ,,' , , 


(a) PERl~ 'AUTHORITY.~ubsection, (a) of section 1720,C 

is amended by striking out "During" and aU that follows through 

"furnishing, of"' and inserting in ,lieu thereof "The Secretary may,

furnish". ' " , , , " , , " " 


, , ,(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.-;{l).Subsections CbXl) and (d) 

, " "of such section are amended by striking out "pilot". ,',' , 


,'(2) 'The heading for, such section is amended to read as folloWs: 


..117200. Jlion1i:l8titutionai alternatives' to nursing , home, 
, ,care". ' 

, , 

(3) The item relating to such section in the table of sections 

at, the begiD.Ding of chapter 17 is amended to read as follows: 


"172OC. NonilultitutioGala1temadvea to Duni.Dc home care.-. 

"', '·SEC.207. EXTENSION OF HEALTH PROFESsiONAL SCBOLARsow PRO. 
c'~RAM. ' " , 

" (a) Ex:i'ENSloN.~on ,76is is, amended by striking ,out " 

, "'December 31, 1997" and inserting in lieu thereof "'December 31. 

1995";' " ,", ',' 

'(b) SUBMISSION O~ OVERDUE REPORT.-The Secretary ofVeter- 38USC7611' 
,ans Affairs shall submit to Congress not later than, 180 days after note. ' 
the date of the enactment of this Act the' report evaluating the 
,operation of the health professional scholarship program required 

, ,to be subn'litted not later than, MarCh 31, 1997, under section 

202(b) of Public Law 104-110 (110 Stat: 770).' , 


SEC. 208.POILJCY ON BREAsT cANCER MAMMOGRAPHY. , " , " ' . ,..' . , 

, (a) , IN GENERAL.-(l) Subchapter II of chapter "13 is amended ' 

by adding a't the end the following new section': .'" , , " , 


"§ 7322. BJ'1east cancer mammogr8:phy policy , 

, . \a) The Under Secretary forH~!h s~ develop a national , 
policy for the Veterans' Health Administration on mammography 

, screening fClr veterans. . . '.. . . 
"(b) Thepalicy developed under sUbsection (a) shaU- .'. . . 

\U specify stand8.rds of mammography screen,ing; . 
"(2)' provide recommend,ations with. respect tosc:reening,

and thE! frequency ofscreening, for--:.' . ...... '. ..' 
. \Alwomen veterans .who are over' the age of 39; and . 

.'\B) veterans, with01.1t regard to· age, who have clinical' . 
syanptoms, risk factors,or family history ofbreast cancer;
anid . , ' . .. 


, "(3) provide forcliIiician,discietion.". . . .' .' 

. .' (2) The table of sections at the .beginning of' such chapter . 


. is amendeclby inserting after~e item relating to .section 7321 

the followiitg new item: .' '. . '. .. 

"7322. Breas~ ~r mammograpbypolicy:. . 

:, .(b):EFi~rvE DATE;':"'The Secretary- ofVeteransAffaira shall 38USC7322 
'.. develop, th;e nationwpoijcyonmammography screening required Dote•. ' 
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by section 7322 of title 38, UnitedS~tes 'Code, as added by sub­
section (a), and shall furnish such poliey in a report to theCommit~ 

, , tees on Veteran,s' Affairs of the senate and House 0( Represerita­
, tives. not Later than 60' days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. Such poliey shall not' take effect before" the expiration ,.' 
of 30 days after the date of its submission to those committees." 

38 uSc 7322 	 • . (c) SENSE OF CoNGRESS.-It is the sense of Congress tha~ 
note. , 	the' poliey developed under section 7322 of title. 38, United States 

Code, as added by subsection (a), shall be in accordance With 
the JUidelines endorsed by the,Secretary of Health and, HUman 
SeIVlce8 ,and the Director of the National instituteS of Health. 

, . ,ae. 208. PERSIAN GtJLF WARVE'l'EltA.Na ..," 
(a) , CR.rrEluA 'FOR PRIORITY REALm: CABE.41)Sub8ection,' 

(aX2XF> of seCtion 1710 ,is amended by striking out "environmental , 
hazard" and inserting in lieu thereof·other coamtioos"•. , ,', 
, ·(2) Subsection (eXIXC) of such section is amended- ,', . ' 

'(A) by striking out "'the Secretaq' finds' may have ,been . ' 
exposed while servi.nIr and inserting 111 lieu thereof"served"; . " 
,(B) by striking out «to a. toxic substance or environmental , 
hazard"; and 	 ", ' , ' , ', ,'. " . 

(C) by, striking out "exposure" and inserting in lieu'thereof 
, "service". . ' .,' : " ,'.., 

, (3) Subsection (eX2XB) of such section is amended by striking 
, out "an exposure" and inserting in lieu thereof""thesemce". , ' 

38 USC 1710 (b) DEMONSTRATION' PRo.ri!:CTS FOaTREATMENT OF PERSlAN 
note. ' GULFILLNESS.-(l) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs, shall Carry 

, out a Rrogram of demonstration projects to test new'approaches , 
to treating, and improving the satisfaction with sucJ:L treatment' 
of, . Persian Gulf veterans who suffer from undiagnosed and ill-' 
defined disabilities. ~e ,program shall. be established not later 
than July 1, 1998,and shallbe carried out at up to 10 geographically 
dispersed medical Centers of the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
. ' (2) At least one of' each of the ,following models· shall be used " 
,at rio less than two of the demonstration projects: ' .,' . ' ' " ' 
, . " (A) A specialized clinic which serves Persian Gulfveterans. 
, . . (B) Multidisciplinary treatment aime4, at managing symp­

toms.' " 	 ., . " . , ' ,,' 
. " (C) Use of case managers.' " .' , " ' , 
" (3) A demonstration project under this subsectiond!I,: under­

taken in COtUunCtion with another funding entity, in . . 'agree-, 
menta under section 8111 of title 38, UniteCl States Code. '. ,'. ',' 

(4) The Secretary shall make available froiD appropriated furids 
(w~ch have been retained. for contingent funding) $5,000,000 to 
eany out the demonstration projects. . ,. , ..". , • ' . 
, (5) The Secretary may not approve a medical center . as a 

location fot a demonstration project under this subsection unless 
a peer review panel haS determmed that the proposal submitted 
by that medical center is among those proposals that have met 
the highest Competitive standards ofclinical merit and the,SeCretary 
has determined that the facility has the ability to- ' . .' ' 

(A) attract, the participation of clinicians. of outstanding 
caIiber and innovation to. the project; and . . .',. ' , , ' 

. '(B) effectively evaluate tlie activities of the project. ,... " , 
,. (6) In determining which medical centers to select as lOcations 

,for .demonstration..'projeCtsunder ,this subSection. the Secretary. 
. shall give special:priority to niedical centers that havedeuionstrated' 
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a capability te) compete successfully for extramural runding support 
, for research into the effectiveneSs and cost-effectiveness of the 

care provided under the demonstration project~ , 

, SEC. 210. PRE,SmOOw.REPORT ON ' PREPARA110NS "FOR 'A 
NA.110NAL RESPONSE ,TO MEDICAL EMERGENCtESAR1S- , 
'lNj(; FROM THE TERRORisT USE OF WEAPONS OF MASS" 

, DESTRucnON. " , ' 

(a) RtPollT.-(l) Not later tb.ah M8rch 1. 1998, the' President 
, shall ~'tbmit to Congress, a report ,on the plans, ,preparations; aDd, ' 

capabillty of the Federal, Government and State and'local govern­
ments for a lil8tional response touiedieal'emergencies 'arising from 
the terriristuse of weapons Of maSs, destruction. The report shall " 
be submitted, in unclassified form, but,may inclu.dea, classified 
annex." ,',,' , ' " , 

", ,(2). Tbereport should be, prepared mconsultation with the' 

Secretary of Defense, the Secretari of Health and Hwnan Serrices, , 

the Secretary ofVeteransA1fairs" the Director of the Federal Emer": ' 

geney Management Agency, and the head of any other depaitment , 

or agency of the Federal, Government that may be involved in 

'responding tel such emergencies: The President, shall, designate a 

lead agency £Crt purposes of the preparation ofthe report. 


" ,(b),CoN'l'i::NTS.-Tbe report shall include the fQllowing: 
'(1) A. description oCthe steps taken by the Federal Govern.; 


ment to plan and prepare for a national response, ,to medical 

emergen~:ies arising from: the terrorist ~ of weapons of mass,

destruction. " ',' " ',' , 

, ' (2) A description of the laws 'and agreements governing 

the responsibilities of the various departments and agencies 

of the Federal Government, and oestate and lOcal governments, 

for thei:'eSponsetosuchemergencies, and an asSessment of 


. the intel'relationship of such :responsibilities under such laws' 
, and ,agre:ements., , .,., '. ',' ", ' " ,.,' ' 


, (3) :Recommendations, if 'any, for the simplification. or 

, improvel:nentof such responsibilities. ' , 

.', (4) An assesSinent of the current level of preparedness 


for such response ofall departtD.ents and agencies ofthe Federal 

Govern.IIlentand State and local governments that are respon­
sible for such response. , ' • ,", " ' , 


'" . (5)Acurrent inventory of the existing medical assets from ' 

all SOUI'l:e5 which can be made available for sUch' response; , 


(6) I,tecommendations,if any; for the improved or enb.anced . 
use qf t,he resources of the ,Federal ,Government" and State, 
andlocaJl governments for such. response. " . ' 

(7) 1:'hename of theofficia1 or office of the Federal Govern­

ment 'dE!Signated 'to coordiiJ.ate the' resPonse of the, Federal, 

Govemrilent to such emergencies. " , 

, ,(8) A description of the: linea of authority between the 

departments and agencies of the Federal Government to be 
bivolved in the' reSponse of the Federal, Government to such,
emergell:cies. " ' ','.'" ' ',' , ' ' , " 
, (9) A description oftheroles of each department and agency 
of the Federal' Goveiument to be involved, in the preparations 

" for, and implementation of, the response of the Fedenil.Govem­
, ment to such emergencies, ' 
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, '.' ,(10) The estimated costs of eaCh department andag~ncy 
, of the Fede~l Government to prepare for arid C8.rry oqt its 

. role as descnbed under paragraph (9)., ,.' .' . ' ' 
. (ll) A deScription of the' steps, if any, being taken to 
create a funding mechanism for. the response of the Federal .. , 
Government to such emergencies. ' 

. . 	 "., 

TITLE III-MAJOR MEDICAL ,FACILITY. 
, PROJECTS' CONSTRUCTION AUTHOR·' 

, IZATiON 

SEC. 301. :A1TI'HORIZATION OF MAJOR MEDICAL FACILITY PllOolECts. 

, The Secretary ofVetera:ns Affairs may carry out the following , 
major medical facility projects. with each, project to be carried 

. out in the amount specified for that project: , . ". ' 
. (1) Seismic corrections at the Department of Veterans 

Affairs medical center in Memphis, Tennessee. in'an amOunt • ' 
not to exceed $34.600,000. ' ",' , ,. ' ' ' 

, (2) Seismic corrections and clinical and Other improvements 
,to the McClellan Hospjtal at Mather Field, Sacramento, Califor- , 

, nia, in a.t1 amount not to· exceed $48,000,000, to be .derived 
only from funds appropriated for Construction; Major ProjeCts, 
for a fiscal year before fiscal year 1998 that remain available' , 
for obligation." :',' . ' , . " . ' 

(3) Outpatient 'improvements, at Mare Island,' Vallejo, 
California an(l Martinez, California, in a' total, amount not, 
to exceed $7,000,000, to be derived only from funds appropriated . 
for Construction, Major Projects, for a fiscal year before tis~ar 
year 1998 that remain available for obligation. , .' ' , 

. SEC. 302. AU'lUQRIZATlON OF MAdOR MEDICALFACILlTY LEASES: 

., The Secretarj of Veterans 'AffairS may enter into leases' for 
medical facilities as follows: " ' ." . . ,', 

, '(1) ,Lease':of an information'. management field ofti~ Bir- . 

mingham, Alabama, in an amount not to exceed . $595,000. 


, . (2) Lease of a satellite outpatient clinic, Jacksonville, Flor- , 

ida, in an amount not to exceed $3,095,000. " ,.' 


. 	 (3) ,Lease of a satellite outpatient clinic, Boston, Massachu- '' 

setts, in an amount not to exceed $5,215,000. .'-' ',', . ' 
• • (4) Lease of a satellite outpatient ,clinic, Canton,' Ohio, ' ' 
in an amount not to exceed $2,115,000. " " . 

(5) Lease of a'satellite outpatient clinic, Portia.nd,Oregon,
in an amount not to exceed $1.919,000. '.' . ", " .' . '. 

" (6) Lease' oCa satellite outpatient c1ip.ic, Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
in an amount not to exceed $2,112,000. .'. '. " " ,'. 

, 	 '(7) Lease of an information resources management field, 
office, Salt Lake City, in an amount not to exceed $652,000. ,.. ' 

SEC. 303. AurROlUZATlON OF APPROPRIATIONS. . 

(a)' ~ GENERAL.~There are authonzed to be appropriated to" 
the SecretarY of Veterims Affairs for fiscalyear 199~ .', '. ' 

" ,(1) , for. the COnstruction, Major' Projects, account, 
$34,600,000 for the project authoriZed in section 301(1); and 

(2) for the' Medical Care account, $15,703,000 for the leaseS 
, authorized in section 302. . 	 . .' 

J -: 



:.. 


.' . '. " . . 
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. (b) UM11:ATlON:-Tbe projects authorized in. section' 301 may
only be carrie'd out using- . . .. ,.. . ' , 

(1) ·funds appropriated for f18calyear 1998 pursuant to 

the autMrization of appropriations in subsection (a); 


(2) ftmds appropriated for.Construction. M~or Projects for 

a fiscal year Ilefore fiscal year 1998 that remain available 

for obli~Ltioni and " " . ' ,'. 


. . (3) fimds approptiated for.Constiuction. M~or Projects for· . 

fiscal· year 1998 for·a categOry o(activity not, specific to a

project. . . ..' 

1ITLEIV-TECHNICALAND 

cLARIFYING AMENDMENTS 


SEC. 401.. TECltlNlCAL AMJi:Nn1fElliT&' 
. (a) PLoT Au..owANCE FOR DEATHsJN DEPARTMENT FACILllms.- , 


section' 2300.(aX2XA) is amended by striking out -& .Department 

.·facUity (as cllefined, in . section, 1701(4) of thiS titler and inserting 
in lieu there:of "a facility of the Department (as defined in section 
1701(3) ofthl.is title)", . '. .' ': . . ' '. , " 

(b) EDl<JCATlONAL AssISTANCE ALLoWANCE FOR CERTAIN 
'. INnMDUALS . PuRsUING CooPERATIVE PRooRAMS.-SectiOD.' ' 

3015(eXU is amended- , , " '. 

. (1) by striking out "(1) Subject to paragraph (2)" and insert­
ing in ,lieu thereof "(lXA) Except as proviaed in subparagraph 

(B) of ~sp~ph arid subject to p~ph (2)"; and ' 

, ,(2) by adding at the end the foUOwuig: " .' . 


. "(B) NotwithstaJl.dirig subparagraph (A) of this paragraph. in 

the ,case of an individual described in that subp~agraph who is 

pursuing a cooperative program on or 'after October .9~ 19961 the ' 

rate of the basic educational 8ssistance allowance' applicable to 

such individli1al under this chapter shall be increased by the amount. ; 

equal to one--·half of the educational assistance allowance thahvould 

be applicab14! to such individual for pursuit of full-time institutional 

training under chapter 34 (as of the .time. the assistance under 

this chapter is proVlded and based on' therate8 in effect on Decem­
ber 31, 1989) ifsuch chapter were in'effect,-,' '. ' 

. (c) EudmlLlTY OFCERTAJN VEAP PARTICIPANTS To ENRoLL 

. , IN MONTGOr.'lERY GI Bn.L.--Section 3018C(a) is amend~' 
(1) iin p~ph (1), by striking out "'the date of the enact­


ment of. the Veterans' Benefits Improvements Act of 1996~ 

and insE~rting in lieu thereof-october 9. 1996,-; . 


(2)'m paragraph.(4), by ~ out "d~ the 'one-year . 
.-. period specified~ and inserting in lieu thereof after the date 

on' whir.h the. individual. makes the election described"; and '. 
(3) in paragraph (5). by striking out "'the date of the enact..: 

ment of the Veterans'. Benefits. Improvements Act of 1996~ .' 

'and ins4!rting in lieu thereof"October 9, 1996", . '. 

(d) ENROLLMENT IN OPEN Cmcurr TELEVlsIONCOURSES.--Sec­


tion 3680A(aX4) is amended by inserting "(including open .circuit . 

television)" . after "independent study program~ theseeondplace'

it llPpears. .. . " " ,', ' .' 


(e). ENE'lOLLMENT IN CERTAIN CoURSES.,...-Section 3680A(g) is 

amended bi' striking out· "subsections (e), and (fl" and inserting

in lieutherE:of"su~ions (e) and (fXlr. . 
. .' . '. . . . 
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, . (0 CERTAIN BENEFITs FOR SURVIVING SpousES,~tion, 
5310(b)(2) is amended by striking out "'under this paragi'aph" in 

. . the firSt sentence and inserting in lieu thereof "under paragraph
(1)", , ,'. 	 . . , 

SEC. 402. CLARlFlCA110N OF CERTAIN HEALTH cARE AUTIIOIUTlEs•.. ' 

(a) EUGIBIi:..rrY FOR HOSPITAL CARE AND MEDICAL SERVICES.":"': 
SeCtion 171O(a)(2)(ll) is amended by striking out"compensable". 

. (bLHoME HEALTH SERVICES. .:....section .1'117(a) is' amended....... 
. '.' (1) in paragraph (1), by s~ out "veteran's disability" . 

,and inserting in lieu thereof "veteran ; and " " . 
, '. (2) in ~ph (2)(I;U; by striking out ICsection 171O(a)(2)" , 
. and inserting in lieu thereof-section 1710(a'. .' " . 

(c) AumoRl1Y To T8ANsFER VE'l'ERANS REcEtvlNo OtrrPA11ENT . 
. CABE'ro NON-DEPARTMENT NUBSINO HOMES.--Sec::tion 

172O(a)(1)(A)(i) is ~~ded by striJ¥g o~t ~ital care, n~ 
home care, or dODllciliarycare" and ~in lieu thereof"care . 

, 	 (d) AcQmsmoN OF CoMMERCIAL HEALTH CARE RESoURCES.­
Se¢on 8153(a)(3)(A) is amended by inserting "'<including any 
Executive order, citcu1ar, or other administrative policyf aftet"1aw' 
or regulation". .,.. " . , '.' ", .. 
. (e) CoMPETITION IN PRocuREMENT OF CoMMERCIAL REALm 
'CARE REsoURCES.-Section 8153(a)(3)(B)(ii)is amended in the sec::~. 
ond sentence by inserting ", as appropriate," after "all responsible
sources".' , 

SEC. 403. CORRECTION OF NAME OF MEDICAL CENTER. 
.' The facility 'of the Depaitment of Veterans Affairs in COlumbia; . 
. South Carolina, known as the Wm. Jennings Bryan Dom Veterans' . 

. Hospital shallhereaft.er ,be known ancldesignated as the "Wm., 
Jennings Bryan Dom Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Cen-. 

. ter". Any reference to that facility in'any law, regulation, dOcument, 
map, record, or other paper of the United States shall be deemed . 
to be a reference to the Wm. Jennings BryanDom Department ., 

ofVeterans Affairs MedicalCenter, 

SEC. '4C).L IMPROvEMENT TO SPINA BIFlDA BENEFlTS FOR CHILDREN' 


OF VIE'I'NAM VETERANS. .' ' 
. ,(alDEFiNmoNs,':"':"The .text of section 1801 is am~d~ to read ' ' 

.. as follows: ' . . . '. 	 , ' 
"For the purpOses of~ chapter­

"(1) The term 'child', with respect to a: Vietnam veteran, 
means a natural child'. of a Vietnam veteran, l'e28rdless of 
age or marital status, who was conceived after tlie date· on 
which the Vietnam veteran first entered the Republic of Viet­ ".
n8D!- during the period begiiming on January 9,196~; and 
ending on May 7, 1975. , ' , ". '. " 

. "(2) The term 'Vietnam veteran' means an individual who 
performed activemilitaryj naval,or air service iQ the Republic 
of Vietnam during the period beginning on January 9, 1962, ' 
and ending on May 7, 1975, without regard to the characteriza­
tion of the individual's service.". '" " , . .' ". 
(b) APPUCABILlTYOF CERTAIN ADMINISTRATIVE PRoVIsIONS,-':' . 

(1) Section 1806 is.amended to read as follows: 


"§ '1806. Applicability of certain~dmlnistrative provisions . 

. . "TIle provisions of Sections 5101(c), 51iO(a), (b)(2), (g),' a~d' . . 
'. m, 5111; and 5112(a), (b)(U, (b)(6),(bX9), and (b)(10) of. this title . ,.,. 

'f· 
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shall be deemed to apply to benefits under this chapter in the • 
same ma.nIler in which they apply 'to veterans' disability compensa­
~~ " ' ,',,",', 

(2) Thle .item relating to section 1806 in the table of sections 
at the bet:J,nning of chapter 18 is amended to read ,as follows:' 
~1806. Applicability or certain administrative pnivisions.... 

(c) Ai~ENDMENTSTO VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION hovt,;;. 
SIONS.--Section 1804 is amended:"'" ' ,,', , ' ' 

,,' 	 (1) in subsection (b). by striking out "sb8ll be deSigned'" 

and al1 that follows and inserting in lieu thereof the foDowing: ,


, "shall .._" " , ,", " , ' 
, "'(1) be des!eed in coDsultationwith thecbild"iD order 


to m~~t the child s individual needs;' , ' , ' , 

"'(:2) be set forth in ~individualized written plan. voca­

tional rehabilitation; and ',.' , , 

, "'('3) be designed and developed before the date specified 

in su&ection (dX3~ 80 a:' ta permit the. ~ of the program 

as of t.he date specified m that subsection.; , ' , ' , 


, , (2) in subsection (c)(l)(B), b:y striking out "'institution of 

higher education" and inserting m,lieu thereof "'institutiQn of 


,highdf)l~~d!~r!the end of , subsection (d) the following"', 

, , ~3)A~=::ad training program under this section may begin '.. 
'" on ,the cbild's 18th birthday, 'orori the successful completion.of ' 

the chlld'15secOndary 'schooling, whiChever first occurs. except that, 
,if the child is' above the age of compulsory school attendance under 
applicabh~ State law and the Secretary determines that the child's ' 
best intel:-ests will be serVed thereby, the vocational training pro­
gram ma~, begin before the child's 18th birthday...., , 
, (d) EFFECTIVEDATE.-The amendments made, by this section 38 USC 1801 
shall tak,~ effect as ofOctober I, 1997. ' , note. 

Approv'edNovember 21, 1997;, 

, 'LEGISu.-'rrvE HISI'ORY-S. 714: 
SENATE REPORTS: No: 105-123 (CoUlin. 011 VeteraD5'Aft'airi). 
CONGRESsiONAL RECORD. Vol. 143 (1997): 

, ,NOli. 5. considered and passed Seo.ate. " ' 
, 'NoV. 9. coasidered and passed Howse, amended. 

Noit. 10. Senate conc:urred in ~ouse amendmentS. 
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