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Endangere</ bird finds support at home 

Arkansas, South shows nation how it's done 
By Bruce Babbitt 
Secretary or the [nterior, 

;-00 ..:dtcn lh~ phrase "eruianscred 
$peeies" conJ1.:res cp :m,s" of ttl ClIOtic: 

lisn. Imd or 4mmli 1!1.1 brinp 
controversy to L"Ie pa'tt o(U\t; country at 
the planet where II'S vtnlshinl, ttl those 
other places, it !Items. the (naNn: spHtI 
its SlJrroundinB community in two campt, 
f"''''oring either job!! or the environment 

As It rums oot, however, A.rncrica', 
classic example of IJ'I cndAr.gered ~ie<s 
may quietly live ",hi 'rtcn: in yOW' Owtt 
bac~ ~Ird: a rlre. bi&c:k. &.n4 white 
Arlansas nati\e called :he red-coclw:!cd 
",oodpeckct. 

y~ forscm.e good, tcund teUOM. 

!fl.! b4r;:l brings no ¢¢rttro\<111Y, I'!Q 

division, no eosdy litlg4t1oo. 00 poiitiW 
"''lVlgitng.&nd 00 o;onomic: rI..lJM:tlon, tf 
an~hing. its boostmlJ joM. mtoMl 
ancient forests, 11M brinsins pcopio 
IOse!her. 

In !han, the woodpecker is prtIYlfta 
the Endangned SpaelU Ad: worD 
cutll), as it was planncct 

J know becaUJC: I've seen it 'WOrking 
- firsthand. _ in the (oinlS and WQOd!()t$ 

ill acrou the South. tv!:' K'It'I1 thi. bird 
oomina back on Southern military bI.M. 
from Ft. Stewart o1,ltside Savt.nrWl. 
Georgi.. !o Eglin Air Foree Bu¢ in 
F1orid&, to Camp LcJ1,Ine. North CaroI.ina, 
when:: the Marinel h....e I uniqUCI sIoptl: 
'We're Saving a Fc-w Good SpceiA.. 

Sut rYe SCC'!'l 1I wont bea in tbt 
'1lrallO"Nns And longleaf pine fotem 0( 
Arkansas. for i(s ~ dw timber 
«IMpWes like ~ Plcific aM 
Potlatch Corp, tRI dwtin& Ul auitcty 
new «lW'Se in cndan&md spocice 
forestry. tcninS an ewnpM; rot Amr:rica 
to roUow, 

In A.tttnau. I baw _ .. 

tefmhinsJy \-iJOfOUl commitment (0 

lind. prota:i Itld ~ Ow red-coc&lded 
woodpecker. and. in the! procca. to 
restaTe Ivbnsu' rich ul'Unl' (gmt 

hcriIqI: - I Ilcritasc that Qtvfy vanilhocl. 
A1 the tJes,im;ina of tN, cm1\ltY. 

the enti~ $lI.tcI 'NII ooYCfCd. by 1M 
areatest old growth pine forma on 1M 
oontil1C'1lI. A traveler coi.dd ride' from 
iU.I.rkmI to Mcmphil Wdcd by tM 

SfUl native IM~ - 1ooJk::af. lobioUy, 
~&nd Ilash _ the entire way. Nor 
Wmlt4 h'O' be lonely, for the entire !'mae 
wu filled with the rtIICUto and sight ot 
d:Ic t'OdoCOclw:led woodpecker. 

lima cunl the northern timber 
bttOnl. tnOvinS JOUth liom the cutoOV« 

Itnd. uoond thl 0ta.I t...H:es. mippina. 
the mid. IJeeI Uld leavina I ruined 
l.ndIc.&pe in tMif wWI. The oatM 
woodpoc:lc.er vanishGd It the pKC of Iba 

cle.rt1,lt,'L f<lf it CJIfl nest ooly in cavitie, 
exc.tvtted from tall. -old pines wh03C: 
in1'O'nor ....000 hu *" softened ~ t 

fUnju! c.tilcd red heart diseuc. 
Only one thma kept t.hu native 

crt:t.tute from ntlncllOn; It-: 1973 
End.tnaercd S]:lOtICS Act. 

Afler it wu liS'led t;J the 1~701. 
JOOlhm timber industry tkt'p(i<:;$ 
pmdwlcd • replay of 1m "jobi v,. 
mvir<lnment" tmn ~k ...U~ by the­
No-rt.bem l~ o\\ii. Thanks ID 
AtkAnMl Jcs&<n. tMy C*U ~Ia quimT. 
tubtler We, WIth l d~t ending, 

, That We bepn three !lC&11 fi-O. 
~ rmet with Ptu em'!"ell, president qf 
~ Paci~ 10 ."oid I scadtMt 
standoff lib thaI in the P~ifjc: 
~wnt. Ptt¢ made I sugamion thlt I 
qutetiy .. ID: Oct hi. Ioc.aJ. land 
IM:ltIF" W ~ r.., biolOflisti: in one 
room. 1.1:11 !hem of our dcsiro ror 
COOItf'lM. and keep their Ccet 10 the fu:e 
aniU M wotkcd OUll lIOlutioo. 

Our f'Ctult? A lttldmark. CQlMIOn 
1CfWI:~whereby ~~ Pacifk 
protcctlllhe old ~ ttee cJtlIief$ tNt 
IJ"I .ac:tlvo nesting 'ita, for the 
tpproxim&tdy 100 rmll1nlftg 
woodp:::t.ktt gtOOJlt tb.tt (0l'I80 on .so.OOO 
tr.::l't$ofdle4.2 miIIicn tm5ofeomptJ\y 

'owned piM fomt. 
'Thcl_tet up VI n&mpfe ofhow 

businea eouid move from ~gIlt to 
fomigllt. tmm ~ to prevention. 
That qrwmmt: $Ctl I pttI\ fOf do2ina 
mere!() loIIow, , 

Jliltlast~1 W¢tli to W~. 
(luUidc Ltttlo Ro¢k. to AnnOUnea an 
~ with PolD.t,Qh eOfl'. That 
1imbct oompany, which hat tM fourth 

. I..... popult.Qon of WQO(ipeckm on 
priwAlO !.md in tbo U.s., it rnanq.Ull 
l$.(UIaadit» fonmod habitat for-the 
rae, naiw: IMt. t'haI means t¢I'l"&in.ina Its­
AlkanIaa· land manqct'f to idmtil;. 
~P"*dand even rmoro hAbitat 
rOt tbo 441 nc«int wood.pac:ker IfOUPI­
dwliw\.bm#. 

If IlIo I'netM no tttin ~ No 
la,."Sui1a, 'No "\if VJ. thcm~ ~ __ ind_ .... 

la.lldo....... 1ib the mUiW'y. hlw: made 
pc*lf IlIitb tho~. ¢ml:ncinl it 
on l!IGt ~ 1beitt it a southcm 
u:a:a aII::lry, dcrnaut:ratina that jobl and 
tbom~laroW~· 

http:dwliw\.bm
http:woodpoc:lc.er


thIS month, Am!!tiaa WllLMWlt1!r is honortO to have I stanment by ~W'yof 
Int~r1or Bruce Babbitt. P'renowly, Babb.n has served u Governor Q{ Arucna tram 
191'S·1981. and is Attorney Gfntrai of Aruona from ti1S-1m. AWAlWfhatJ; the opo 
PQrtunuy to mHt Babbm on 1M banks oftM Potomac Rivet Wl fall WMr. he eon, 
fidtd 1115 love of nv.rs and his WtekJy ublt ofcanotlna on m. Potomac, 

ANation 

United by

Walen 


The 1m CleAll Water Act 
is ",storm. mort Uwtlakeil 
and I'!v.n:; it has $fl' Oa' .... 
nai.&unet of toonomle and 
m:rutiOlW P'Owth on fVfi'? ,.watftfront In Amviea. Now, 
.'Judd.n1y, 1fllll ... ,au. 
By Bruce &JbblU 

~ oJ Il'Itenot 8n.Q Sabb4f ral/ll$ 
swpon fOr j/';f c&0 C4tIII Rotoration 
Prajoct. - Ilrllieh eo-. 

OnlY' qlW'W' CIIltury -f). U. 
striped but I1IhlnC Indllltr1 on u. At­
lanti<: cout had c:oU.ap$td. ClaveJ.anc1'. 
Cuya.hoCa River cotullu ftrt, t.a.kt tnt 
wu pronounctdt..dUd," AP'Pt.laebl.tIi rtv­
In ran Q1"I.np, Alut kankfn and ¢IIlC»o 

iSU on lM PotOm.ae River Mfttd ~ 
tklnA: ap1tut 4_... In orUr to '*" ttl 
now r.amou rapitW. 

Jt Ntmed tvtrYOIIItotAmlrku rtv· 
ml.l1d lalw. ~ tboM no&r m. 
d11$U'Yand dt_ wu OIl. dcnnnflN spi­
ral of ilettruct1m1 ADd .h:1I:Dnt ' 

't'bIn.ln rIIPOQM. I ~yt. 1)1­
_ConJmt~!Ilol"'C_ 
W..Ac'(. 'l'U11a4tMrk COl'l.HtV&tm 
law articulat*' ••lmplt.lllwk'wItdl,
1CI*1CN'l: make tilt DI.tioD', wattn 
",.......bl...4-'" Sot_ 


http:t'bIn.ln
http:PotOm.ae
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C:e\'~!a::.:' 1 Cuyar.oga R:\'~r c~sn't burn 
Jrwrr:ore; a:tat '''''a!:~ye lw::'!:.mln~ In II, 
1t1Ort()~!'I!:llj: tx:a~, to ~1'laS~ them. lnd 
"lew :nanr,a$ ant!l r:v",r"waik:o anchor 
,"\ose tKlau at ltHleniJ. of the oay, The, 

";rut ::...axes suppan m,ooo boalers and 
2..S millIon anslers. mil.l$lnglT1ore than 53 
billion 1/1 the reSlonal economy. LaSt 
year, I W3S (.lne of tMm, 

! JOIned: AmerIcans out on che laku 
'and rwerlof27 StaIn and lOme five 
dozen CIties to- celebrate the waterfront 
renal$sance taillntt plaee a:J. ae,.'"t!5s 
America, A renal$,sance braullht ";Jy 
s!rontt feG.raJ cer.MrvatHln ;aw!I:. 

tn Apnt 1went n~d'ina on Jamaica 
Bay and the' Hudson River, I chased alter 
WaUeye on the Cuyahota and Lake £ti.:, 
one ramy mnrnif\a l,ut May, [caught 
grwnback cutthroat tNut tn Colorado 
and smaUmouth bu$ tn North Carolina. 
I stl'oUt<:i the wattrtt'ont rl.verwallu In 
JackS<;n'\!iUe, San AntOniO and C~veLand. 

J raft4<1 down !lui J.una River, ann· 
traordlr.ary rrvt:r, tM ra;mts ruMrnf as 
ifln a wildem.ss un rliht tl'.ro~ tht 
hurtoturban Rk:hmond. It';t:a n ....r 
wtm:h has come back to IiI•. Herrtnc, 
shad. MId stUtpon an now mlaraUna 
and rta"IUHlOnaJ boattnn ls mr:reQinl 
due ~o its ctean up, Uvinl -ptOo! that 'IN 
can restort tha l4ndstapt. 

1 saw kayaken uklmo ron on :I'll 
!1ashua and. M~rrUT\a()( RlVllr5 of ~IIIII 
England - rIVen that tI~forll th~ Cnn 
Water Act used to. n.:n oram:e, :11:.10111, 
and greer .. de-Pfnti!r.g on thl factory ::In, 
clHlrge. ! ?addlea noWl". thtl 
ChattahOiXnH R!v~r.n Atlanta, down 
the tittle Mi4:m Rivltr that run. tnroulh 
Clnr.cmau, across 1M souU'..m .#luant:s 
ofs.an f'ranctSCQ. 9ay. 

r upecte-cl dramatic lmpf"OVtment of 
our watenheds thfl'nSotI'lU, W'hat r didn't 
expect to $M wa, tM SOCIal cransfOt"mA, 
non. and ~nomit: P"OWi'h ttult accompa. 
nied it on the ban.k.s of thll- waren, For at 
communi!!" nutcred tMtr loeal WattN, 
th~ WAten l"fi5tored Our eommurutm, 
The Clnn Water Act ls !.h. stnglt tenAt. 
est urban renewal law tn American IUs­...". 

ThAt chatlit IJ 11100t evident In our 
own back yUdl, For exa.n::I'pl•. l haw Mfn 
srowth ill re~allon Mar my hom. U\ 
WUhU1&tDn. D.C. Gradual. 'tudy 
clunup oCthe once poUut4<1 Potomac: 
River, and prot.ctton of th. histone C&O 
Canal, have allowed kayak out!1tt'n to 
teach th'C1"Owded, oftln uptlaht D,C. 
population haw to "lilOY the rtmatkabl. 
tUOurtll. 

Over 3- mUlion residents ot Maryland. 
VlrJinia. and WUhinltOD D,C. U.,. 
within. 20 minute ann ot OW prl.rtUW 
s.l:IortimI! nur Gnat Fan.. Trau.. wm 
thraqh puu and ovu brid.... and tlsh· 
lnI balH an tulI of.mL&ll mouth bu$~r. 
candy tht FUll and WUd.llt't s.tv1Ct CUi. 
notch ill Littlt Ft.llt Del fOr thad to 
spawn I'arthc ~ f..a:nl1 valuu tD­
cnut WIth t.M dtuUp.*n:raet1nI-.. 
MUll. nnrir1C CltII.'IS. l'IfWll'Dt'I and-...... .ElIiIwbtnt. DyaD and eanoa play 

. 	tho~ •• FIsh WlItr ami R_I>­
1&n4. _hilt bh» btfOftI cru1H elmP!•• 
Younalndold ~aUMlft 
_ .. roll '" thopladd bock __ 
nt1a. 1'btbe4rock to thto Pot.a:a:tC* l"tftJo 
ratoD. .. oa. an atour naUoa's rl.ftft UId 
......n. rema1na the CJe:ti1 \fltlt Act. 
~ rmr. IDa IDr1 MY iJl A..I:I:lIr'1Ca 

II. "tflWQaDt to tiM loCal ccmmWUtltt 
wbo Daft lum.ed. to UM OW ft<ltral .. 
tar law to pr"IMrVf tbtir MMI' ofplace. 
UId to ~. ncb. dtmocratk: pubUc 
t'OmlDODA OIl wtr nwfnJu.t. 

1'hIi probllma. bowvtr. an n« "'" 
t1rei.yrucllvlld. Runotffrommwa. 
tarma, t.ckyarda and fornta t.rf' tt1ll 
pourlDf fnormous UIlQW!;tsoi pollUdari· 
into riven upon .tueb '" depmd. t)ur.
inC 1tOr'mI, runea' and. " .... ouUlowl 
wu.b IlIltrutH into our ..ton. 

tt would ...mI.op::a1 to bWld upon: 
OW' put SUCS"'DMS. to- fQIlftd lbIt ~ of 
the CItG Watft Ad an4 otlWt ~ 
tioa 1&.. to tolw the probWU th&t It1l1..... 	 . 
. ' lnstud.on May t6. 1-. the ltOUItof 

'Rtprttentativu ~tK* to ,br1.nJt it by 

I paulng H,9;. 961 oy a "'Ott' of 2'*.35. Th:l
I blU rtpiacis wa!~r qualHy ~undan1S 

I baud on lCl!nC!. 'Nnr. scandards bas!'!! 

. 'JVOIt "eccnomlC lnd 5QC~a1 (Cn$.;ier, 


aool'1$" It d~!1nes 70 percent of ,he' 
rtlPon's wetlaru.ll-QUl' MAtural water 
fllcltr1-ou,t of u:ut"n(:e, And It ~pi!ah 
tfa fJntU'e nonnwater jMm'uUml SYSU!l'n, 
Thl ludersh:p of thiS Concrus a now 
teUmt the American pecpllt that a's time 
to cut tha Vtry be.... o( the Clun Watu 
'ce 

In \994. not OM politIcian ca.on· 
patj'!'UNt on a ~latform to WfJwn de-an 
water protectIon, Yet ~me memo..rsof 
Conp-etl MW claU'll that the original gpeJ 
o(tha Clean Water ACt goes mo far and 
l.nP'ltdu eoonomlc grOwth.. They !gno~ 
tnt !teat economic benefit of clean. 
heAlthy watersh~: the boaur:g, bait &. 
tackle. tcOtounsm, and OlJ.tdoor outfitter 
busmesHt, 

The Republican ltnvltonmental on, 
.1IulJ,ht does not stop thltnt. '!'he GOP 
HOUM whip compand th. EPA to the- c.­
napa. !h.GOP chair o(th. puoilc :a:r.dl 
eommittft tried to wt up 1 ~mmlS5L(1n to 
5but down som. 31$ National Parks and. 
MOl'lwnCliu Cnits - ~cludinl the C & 0 
Canal. the Cuyahop Valley NRA. !M Rio 
Gnndf WU4" Scemc R'wr. and thiJ 
CMWtooc* Riwr NR.\, Acoiorad<)
GOP 1u~ tr1f4 to ,,'Ie away:tro million 
lent ofpublte!and. A FrHhzn.an HQUM 
GOP llIp. aupcI an "'ndanpm .sa1moo 

Than Con&rftS cut tun'" Cor key con·-."MrVItion~.mppUnI mfore. 
IDIlltoteleao ..tA:r~, ItsLuhe4 
t'Imda tor polocicti anc1 btc10fical $CI· 
fl'tCt; ....-nc*, which pthtr data on wa· 
ter q\W'ltity am quality • .as weil as_ 
da~ODth...rtnhl<b. Ft· 
!lilly. ~ "'_"""'. "t&l<lnP" 
bUl that rn&ktl tilt publlC. not tbe pol· 
ltltlf, PlY tluI COIt.I of tndUlUial dun up
ofpolluud_.. 

IICoQrtM .QU,).d mtrely take • mOo 
m:au. toc:k w tndumiallobbytsts out of 
lbtlr omcas. and look out their windo .... 
at tbI .ubt!t tl'InIfDrmI,tlOn tak1nI place
tilbc on tht Potomac and riven acrou 
tbt QlUon. tHy would ..... thai. today, 
OW' fnvl.tOa.mtnW llW1.lIOnd 2S yqn 
..ban naptd. both ICClDOnW; and in­
t.I.DI1blt tull'11l. tilt by w..nt1n boat· 
..._17· 

AJ tA activt bMtIr. pu1: ofalM1'" 

....1IIUlII·_dollar ""'''''''.,.,.., 

..,. otWl4tpmd,l on m. Mt1rOd of nv­
... tbat.-pr0a4.- _ .......,.. 
Your bu.lnn_bur rtCM of the markl 
ottrUiti«:lMl indUItr'Y: it lova no sean. 
polluta: DOrlvcra...:alpi no ioNsts. and 
dra1tI:I co ...-.me-. 
. _ u.p <bo co<>d _0. ami ...... 
tbt t!Ibt t:1t ~ ••tart. t btlWvt tbAt 
u ft work tOpther to tfttQrt eY1t'Y ".. 
tIftbtd In AJMrieI. ... wW .tlMS$ the 
t'fttQr't.tlOn ofthl Amtrican oommwUty, 

http:FrHhzn.an
http:lnstud.on
http:wildem.ss


Colorado's Greenback Cutthroat: 
The Essence of the Endanger'ed Species Act 

Final draft to be published in Sports Afield Magazine 

by Bruce Babbitt 

We aI'e w:orking our way up a freestone small stream in the 

heart of Kocky Mountain National Park, casting simulator flies 

for a wild, native fish that, by conventional wisdom, simply 

should not exist here. 


It's called the greenback cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchus 

clarki stomiasl, and for several decades in the middle of this 

century, i.n fact, it was considered a mythic creature. Ext'inct. 

But then (lne law and many individuals began to change all that. 


Most anglers .. in this part of Colorado have heard enough 
about the greenback to know that it was the first fish to be 
listed under the 1973 Endangered Species Act. But they've also 
heard a lelt of cynical rhetoric that this Act "doesn't work, II 

that it"s a "colossal failure" or even that it is so IIflawed that 
it ac.tually results in the decline of endangered species." 

So I set out on the trail on a picture perfect August 

morning in an effort to hook one, to fish for reality, casting 

beyond thE! myth to see whether the Endangered Species Act can 

actually put ~ .fish on my line. 


Up here, above the falls, within sight of the summer snow 

fields on Ypsilon Mountain, the water is churning through a 

boulder· studded channel. If you want to see the greenback, 

Colorado is the only place. They don't live anywhere else, and 

never did; greenback only entered these headwaters when, after 

the Ice Age, drier weather and erosion caused !tbasin transfers" 

that isolated the Rocky Mountain front range streams from other 

drainage to the west. 


With less than 10,000 years to adapt, the greenback is far 
more sensi.tive to its natural habitat than most trout. That means 
it's wilder; but that sensitivity also left the greenback more 
vulnerable! to anglers and other threats to its survival. 

Just upcurrent from me stands Bruce Rosenlund, greenback 
recovery project leader of the u.s. Fish & Wildlife Service for 
the past fourteen years. Bruce knows the past, present, and near 
future of this fish, and tells me that the greenback cutthroat 
was once so common· that it was the meal of choice for miners in 

'Leadville, Central City and other gold mine towns. At the turn of 
the century anglers here caught up to 1,000 greenback over a 
th-ree day fi,shing trip . 

. By stark contrast, after several hours on the river this 

morning near the end of the century, I haven't caught a-one. 




I'·fe."bee:1 casting shor::., dropping t:he !':ly in c.ne ~dc:-e$ 
which separate the driving torrent from the quiet pools a!.o::g ;:r-.-e 
ba"ks, Ther.e are a few bites, bue I am slow to sec chs hook and 
the :ish ar.e gone. Too much time deep fishing in :'akes; ! am 
forgetting to watch the fish s~r=ace to take ~y f:y. 

We break :~r ~~nch in a c:ear~ng bordered by new growth

lodgepole pirre, aspen ar.d ::::8 :"as: purple fireweed of August. 

Bruce brings :r,e up to da:.e on t::'e fall and rise of this fish. 


At: C:le 'tirr.e the only trout teeming in these waters l t:-.e 
gree:!cack Eell prey to miners' appetites and habitat loss frc:n 
mine drainage. Then came the devast:ating st'.oci< int:rcd-.:.ct:ion df 
aggressive, non~native trout like the rainbow, which incerb~ed it: 
coward. extinctiont and brookies and browns, which spawned 
'earlier, grew faster and edged =~e g~eenback"out of prime food 
and space. By 1937 j the Denver ~luseum of Natural Hiscory 
pronounced :he greenback exti~ct. 

3:.:.: in che mid~1960s, biologists traced reports of llfun~y 
:'ooki:1g" :::~ou: :0 ~ few hundred greenback lingering i:::. Co:no Creek 
and the SO;1ch Fork Poudre, both within the South ?lacte drainage. 
That set the stage for restoration efforts to begi~, and the 
freshly minted Endangered Species Act ~- which anchored the state 
wildlife dIvision. the National Park Service. the USFWS, ELM and 
Forest SerFice under one coordinated program -- is the law that 
set it all in motion. 

TO achieve healthy, naturally spawning populations, 
·biolog~sts in the ESA recovery team, found remote lakes and 
tr:"butarie:3 where the competing species like rainbow could be 
cleared au:, and isolated by,downstream barrier wate=fal1s. It 
took ~he cooperative work of helicopters and hatcheries, 
foresters and fishermen, public a~d prlvaCe money. It also took 
the delica:e task of convihcing catch-and-kill anglers to release 
the native greenbacks, and convinci~9 catch~and-releage anglers 
co kill the others. 

And it worked. The greenback is coming back with a 
vengeance; three more stable populations on the Arkansas River 
drainage will complete the de-listing process i~ eull recovery. 
Already, ~47 acres of lake habitat and 89 miles of strea~ habicac 
have been reclaimed for lin estimated 70,GOO greenback.. 

Or SQ· the biologists tell me. ::: still haven't seen proof 

firsthand, and am rest:ess to start casting again., 


After lunch we'move back, fly rods in hand. to work another 
stretch of water,' This time I switch. and tie on a Joe's Hoppe: 
fly; i~'s' a lot easier to follow this fly through rush~ng water. 
With my hand-eye coordination coming back. I feel a qu~ck draw'on 
the line, and soon I am playing my first greenback to the bank. 

• 




A gr~nback ~utchroa: comi~g Que of =~e water is $c~ec~:. 
like spotting a scarlet ta:::ager :lying out of the forest; the 
colors are so brillia~t, so unexpected, chat for a moment it 
seems unreal. My first is a ~le. still in spawning colors, 
stained bright red~orange on the jaws and underside. giving way 
to golden yellow flanks, spar-sled with black SPOts, But I don't 
see much green on the back O~ anywhere e~se; this one at least 
should have b,een named the scarlet belly cutthroat .-- or perhaps
the red-headed cutthroat. 

Wett:ing my hands, r carefully '.lnhook the fish. ho:'d it sti:l. 
in the water, the~ wacch it swim into a crevice between the 
rocks. 

And in that mo~ent this native trout reveals to me the 
spirit and essence of the Endangered Species Act. It cannot be 
expressed in legal language, or political rhetoric, or through 
statistical charts and timetables. ~or the Act is che recognition 
that fish, the greenback, is a reflection of divine purpose; my
task, our task, is to enjoy them and preserve them for 
generations to corne, 

There is still a ways to go: The greenback c~tthroat 

historically populated the entire watersheds of the A=kansas 

River and the South Platte River from elevations of about: 5,000 

feet ~- the elevation of Denver -- up into tributaries reaching 

the ~fish :ineij of about 11,000 feet, above which the spawning 

season is too short to support reproduction. And catch-and­

release is the only kind of greenback angling allowed here. 


The goal is to restore the greenback throughout that 

historic range. and there are only ~9 officially stable 

population sites, including these rushing, ice-cold waters of 


, Roaring Ct'eek. But that goal is within reach, and ! have already 
begun casting once again to confirm it. 

~or am I alone' in my obsession. The chance to catGh a 
greenback cutthroat ~~ once preserved solely in jars of 
for:naldehi'de and for decades only a' heartbeat from extinction - -.' 
is attracting anglers from around the world. This beautiful 
native fish is proving that restoration does work and that 
spor~Smen can and do b~nefit fron the E~dangered Species Act. 

It's also rapidly winning over the hearts of other Colorado 
natives. In 1993 the Colorado legislature, in a burge of state, 
pride. recognized the comeback of the greenback by designating it 
the official fish of <he Centennial·State. In the debate, 
legislators tock note that the rainbow t:-out, formerly the' state 
fish, was not "even orig~nally from Colorado. The secret was out 
at last: -"" the -rainboW' trout is a California native f a 
:ransplant:/ no longer to be awarded special status. 

By :nj.d afternoon, each merr.ber of our party has caught and 

released a half dozen of these multi-hued fish. and used up 




· several :-611s of film in the croce:ss. ~o records c:::oken CIcr'2: .. 
much of the fish fall in the seven ::0 fourteen inc:;' class. "But, 
Bruce reassures me, -'down lower, with a longei:: 'breeding season, 
the g;:eenback can grow co three or four po:.:.r:ds." 

Never mi~d, for the outing has invigorated my faith in the 
resilience of nature chrouah the channeled efforts of ma~ki~d. 
And the :ne=e ,sighc of one of chese fish on the end of a line·· 
especially if it's my :ine ~- is an experience to be had nowhere 
else in t.he world. 

,.. 




Bruce Babbitt 
U.S. 	Secretary of the Interior 
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On,behalf of President Cl:nton and tis A~~inistra~:on ! am 
pleased to we::'come the Ninth ::1eet:.ng of the Conference :::::' che 
Par:ies back once again to the United States of ~~erica. 

It was juSt a little more than 20 years ago .- Saturday, March 3, 
1973 -- chat the New York Times ran a small story on page eight 
announcir.g that de:egates from SO nations meeting in Washington 
had drafted a t=eaty to protect wildlife e~dangered by 
international trade practices. 

At the time, there were many skeptics who doubted chat such an 
ambitious, multilateral treaty would ever be ratified, much less 
prove to be effective. History has proven ocher-Rise. History has 
shown that the creation of the Convention on ·Interna:ional Trade 
in Endangered Species of Flora a~d Fauna (CITES) was an 
extraordinary event, matched only bY,:he extraordinar/
accomplisht.tents which followed. 

Of the many dramatic successes of :his Convention in protecting 
the biodiverslty of this planet l I would cite juSt a few well ­
know examples. 

In 1973, CITES listed the Leopard as an Appendix I species 
in imminent danger of extinction from world de~ar.d for 
leopardskin coats. Before that deciSion, the United 'States 
alone imported 7$000 commercial leopard skins each year. 
Wit~ the Cites listing deciSion, the market for leopardskin 
coats has virtually disappeared. 

In the 1980B. a world market developed for exotic birds; for 
example, ·hyacinth macaw sold for $30,000 per bird in New 
York City. Before CITES list:ng, the U.S legally imported 
1,000 Scarlet macaw, after listing, by 1986, there was or.ly 
ten. A'more dra."I.1atic case was with the Moluccan cockatoo! In 
the three years prior to listing, the U.S. legally imported 
15,749 of those colorful birds; a:ter listing, there were 
only si":,', 

Perhaps the single most i~portant CITES achievement has been it~' 
rescue of the African elephant. When ~r.e poaching fr,e!'!zy began i:1 
1,10, ivory sQld for $".80 per pound, By t~e 19808, t~e price of 

1 
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ivory had'escalated 10,000 percor:.t :::'05300 car OOt!:-:.C. T:-.,; .;:::s~:':-:g 

slaughter jrenched the landscape in blood. ?oachers shot 700,000, 

elephapcs in one decade: 7Q,000 elephants per year, 200 eleohancs 

every day, one elephant every eight minutes. ­

CITES ~as reversed that lethal trend, I~ 1989 the CO? decided to 

list t~e .Z\Erican elephant on Appendix I, banni::g the ivory trade 

e:fectl.ve ,Jan,ua:y 1990. The effect was irnmediate and t;;rofound. In 

Kenya alo::~, elephant kills dropped tenfold each year: in :989, 

poachers shot 2,000; in 1990, they shot 200; in 199:, they shot 

less than 2C, In East Africa, ivory prices plumrr.eted E!:'or:t 5663 

per pound to $22 per pound. By June 1990 the co~mercial ~a~kec i~ 


ehs U.S. collapsed: Wholesalers slashed prices by 70 percent, but 

ivory had become unfashionable, and retailers could not sell it. 


The United States is committed to maintaining the ivory ban. It 

has worked well; it is s~pported by the force of world opinion: 

and it has saved the elephant. Some elephant range states have 

proposed a resolution to permit the trade in hides and meat, 

arguing chat elephants can and: should be c'...;.lled or. a sustainabl"e 

basis. Ttese states do not propose that the ba:l on ~vary be 

lifted. 


The Un~ted States recognizes that these range states have drawn a 

broad distinction between the trade in ivory and in hide. It is a ,. 

distinction that merits full discussion and debate in the best 

tradition of the CITES process. 


The success of the CITES system in preserving such species as the 

leopard, parrots and elephant has resulted in no small measure 

from public understanding and support. The most dramatic case, of 

course,· is ivory; public support fcr the elepha::t has dried up 

market demand, because it is simply not :ashionable to wear ivory

jewelry or use ivory desk objects. 


We bave ::'lot been successful, in my judgement. w:'th two other 

species·of great concern: the tiger and the black rhinoceros. One 

=eason that these two species are at the brink of extinction is 

that the demand for tiger bone and rhino horn for t~aditional 

.~edicinal ~ses is a far more complex issue than the wearing of 
ivory earrings or ·leopard skin coats. 

Yet. however.difficult it may be to change age old cultural 

attitudes, we have no choice, :or the a·lternative will be 

unthinkable .. the eradication of tigers and rhinos from the 

wilds of this planet, within our lifetine. 


Recognizin~: the urgency of this issue, the Clinton Administration 
'has resolved from the outset ,to take every possible step to 

implement the CITES resolution, adopted at the last'COP, which 
provides.·.... [will get from Marshall Jones] 
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1.::1 S-epcerrber, 1.993, I ::::::-:::v'el':'>::l ;:0 Brussels to consult: ..... it:: ::;-,'3 
Standing Committee of CITES on how best: to strengthen enforceme~c 
efforcs against poaching and illegal sales of tiger bone and 
rhino horn. The ev~dence prgsenced at that meeting showed that i~ 
several areas of the world, wide open markets for these produc:.s
5:i11 exist. In light of t~at evidence, the Standinq Co~itcee 
'J.naniznously recommended that all parties consider Drohibici:1o a:l 
trade in all ,wildlife with those nac.io:1s. ,~ .. 

On Nov. 8, fOllowi:1g ~p the Scandir.g Corr~i=tee resolution. chis 
a<in".inistracion gave a specific cimetable for offending parties to 
show progress ~n eli~ina:ing traffic in rhino and tiger products. 
Then, six mo::cr..s later, when chey failed to show progress, the 
:;.3. imposed sanctions. This was a watershed de-::ision. In twent.y-, 
seven years of the Pelly Amend~ent'S axis=ence, af~er two dozen 

-cercificacions. this was the first to be followed by sanctions, 
cutting $23 million in annual' trade. 

Since the imposit~on of pelly trade sanctions, there has been 
some evidence 0: :'mprovement. The responsible of~icials of Taipei 
have passej a ne'N' law incended to ·strengthen enforcement:. Yet it 
is by no ~eans clear that these measures have been sufficient. In 
the meantime, the Clinton Administration will continue to consult: 
and work with the Secretariat and" che Standing co~~ittee to 
reduce and eliminate the illicit: trade that threatens to destroy 
chese roagnifice~t -::reatures, 

As CITES begi~s its third decade. there will be rrany new 
challenges for us to work together to protect ~~e wor:d's 
wildlife. We all know that to protect the biological diversity of 
this earth, we must do more than simply Yeg~late or prohibit 
trade in listed species. Beyond t~ade regulation. all of us . as 
mewDers of the Convent~o~ and as sovereign states - should make 
stronger na~ional efforts to conserve ,wi~dlife, and, most 
importantly, the habitat on which that wildlife relies for 
survival. 

Many member states believe, as I do, that' the sustainable use of 
wildlife is an important incentive to habitat and species
conservation, and that all member scates have an obligation co 
assist one another within the framework of CITES in prograw~ of 
su~tainable management and conunercial take of wildlife. 

am,' of course, most familiar with the case of the crocodile. 
Just a few years ago. the Arr~rican crocodile, along with related 
species in other parts of the world, had been poached to the 
brink of extinction. Crocodile Sk.:'ns sold for $36.0Q,per square 
foot. Ac that point'. C':TES listed the crocodile and invented the 
quota system which authorized a s'J.9tainable ·level of' take, , 
including che introduction of comrnercial crocodile farming. 
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'!'he q1J.ota sysce~ of sustainabl~ take will come before this 
convent:io'n ,in t::'e form of a review of game trophies from Africa:: 
range scat~s. T~e taki~g of garee trophies through sport nunt~ng 
is a form ·:Jf sustainable wildl iEe cQ:!servaticn with widespread 
support in both range states and in ::.rr,pcrt ccun::ries. For Chat 
reason ::: ~'=lieve that we, as parties to CITES, have an· obligac::cn' 
to '....ork c.o'3'echer ':0 perpetuate sustainable trophy hu::.t:'ng, to 
listen car.:f'.ll:y to the co:nplaints of the range st:at.es, and to 
consult and disC"...lSS acceptable sol-..:.tions. 

As I understand the conCerns of Namibia and other range states, 
those su~tainable take levels have been co~fused, disrupted, and 
igr.cree by some importing nations. including our own. 7hose 
import: nac. :"0::9 have so:net.imes inter-rened wic.hout any
cons'..;.l taticm, rnaki:::g the system unwc:;kable and expensive. That is 
not our irt·:en:.io:;.. We are cOn'.:t'li':ted to the 'concept of sustainable 
trophy hun:ing, and believe range states t..ave the greacest 
interest aad are in the best pcsitio:: to enforce ~hat practice. 

Our conce=~ is that the quota may be sUbject to change which 
makes it unworkable. Our own experience, with ducks and other 
migrat'ory birds and waterfowl, has proven that quotag set by a 
range state one year can be wildly off the mark the next. Under 
American law, we have a continuing obligation to ensure 
sus~ainable and diverse wildlife. Having said chat, I syffipathize 
with your .:ornpl.aints of unilateral practices which are taken 
without consultation. 

With that spirit. we are p~epared to work out a resolution which 
requires scates to undertake formal consultation wi~h the 
Standing Committee in those circumstances where ttey have serious 
reservacions about the functi'oning of the quota system or ;::he 
efficacy of the related conservation plan .. 

There may be those here who doubt our policy against unilateral 
and arbitrary intervention, or our policy in favor of a formal 
l.ink betwe~n habitat preservation and quotas. Why do we propose 
ttern? For ~he sarne reason you should adopt them: As a range 
state, they are simply i~ our own best interest. From box turtles 
to tarantulas, we have turned to CITES to help us" like other, 
range .states, stop the pet trade that send them overseas. We have 
turned to CITES to help us preserve our threatened habitat. 

!n other w·:)rds I the U. S. did not join CITES 1:0 enforce 
conservatiori law on others nations, but so other nations would 
help enforce that law in the U.S. 

Apart from the institutional and legal measures 1 we should take 
whacever steps we can to assist each other within the broader 
agenda of CITES. 
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?or .:xamol'e, c:,e ::.5. 21:pr.a:;::. CO:1se!."J'ac.ion Ace di:::-ec::.s 5: 
. m'::'l1ior. per year to help :-lations inc::ease t.hei:: conse::vation 
capacity. 

Last month, pre$ide:i.~ Clinc.o:1 signed into law the Rhino and Tiger 
'Cor.servation Act, wh~ch authorizes up to $10 millie!: per year to 

further assistance of conservation projeCts in Asia and AE:::-ica, 

And the 'J.s. 'a:so offerS! assistance and training to cou::t~ies 

trying co 'imprcve CI~ES ccnpliance. In July of 1994, the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Ser..'::_ce ccnduc::ed a Course in undercover 

wildlife enforcerr,enc techniques, designed especially Eor ,CITES 

officials. 


~or che spirit of CITES is the cooperaticn of ~atio~s. 7wency 
years ago, skepci=s scoffed at chat spirit and doubted thac :t 
could be made tc work. Every month I see fresh signs that i: is 
very much alive. 

On, September 9, :or example, the parties of Kenya, Souch Africa, 
Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda. and Zambia signed the Lusaka 
Agreement ~o'clamp d9Wll on the illegal trade in endangered 
species. For 35 years, these six nations had witnessed the 
eradication of 97 percent of their rhir.os t of 90 percent of their 
elephancs. For 35 years. they watched the lucrative source of . 
tourism and local revenues slipping away.' After 35 years, they 
decided to Stop it. 

They used the interdependence 0: CITES to form the world's first 
International Wildlife Task Force. Cnited, they will carry OUC 
cross· border operations and investigations, share directors 
experience across borders, and use a central::'zed da:;:abase ::'0, 
gatter and analyze information. 

These nations picked up the burden because CITES challenged ~hem 
to do so. It challenged them to match enforcement with a 

, multilateral conservation plan. And it gave them ~he authority, 
the resources. the scientific standing, and the respect to carry 
it out. 

Now that challenge stands before us, the parties assembled here 
today. We must not now shrink from our responsibilicy, for it is 
a responsibility we have chosen freely. Instead, like CITES 
founders twenty years before , let ue prove' the skepticS wrong and 
rededicate Qurselves to the ~ask se"t before us. It is a worthy 
task, a noble task; not without tte worst of short .term tensions, 
nor without the greatest of long term rewards. 
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Southern Rospitality Welcomes Native Creatures 
(1,390 words)

Sy Bruce Ba.bbitt 

It is autumn here in the heart of North Carolina. Morning 
sun washes down chrouqb a longleaf pine forest to an understory 
of golden turkey oaks and wire grass~ We move through the trees, 

binoculars.in hand, searching for a rare, native, black and white 
woodpecker with tiny red feathers on either side of its eap~ . 

Eventually we come upon a tall, longleaf pine with a 
telltale eluet sticky, protective sap Is dripping down the bark 

like candle wa~. Tracing its flow up the trunk we see the souree, 

a nesting CAvity thirty feet off the ground. In th.e hush, we wait 

for the: appearance. of 'the' red .. cockaded woodpecker. 

SuddenlYf the silence is shattered by a column of Amphibi~~s 
~sault Vebicles roaring through the forest less than fifty yards 
away. 

That's right. This beautiful longleaf pine forest •• one of 
the last remnants ot an ancient woodland ecosystem which once 
covered 92 million acres across the Southeast ~- is located on 
Camp LeJeune. It's Dot only home for this avlau e:dangered 
specles, it's home of the First Marine Division, perhaps the most 
aggressive landowner 1~ the world. 

And one of the least disruptive. Above the roar of the 
engines, MAj. General Patrick Howard explains that. his AAVs 
ooexist just fine with woodpeckers. Troops and training vehicle. 
learn to maueuver aroUAd the nesting trees just like any othe~ 
obstaole; and the rare birds don't mind the noise, as long as 
they have hQllles and enough space· to forage. The General even has 
a new slogan. -TBB HARINBS, We're saving a few good speeies.­

Below the Hason-Dixon line, they're not alone. 
In my recent travels throughout the South .• from Fort 

Stewart in Georgia to Bglln Air Force Base in :florida, frODl vast,_ 

corporate timber properties to smaller 60~acre family owned 

woodlots _8 I have seeD a r.freshi~gly vigorous cammitm~t to 

find, protect and reCQver the red-cockaded WQQ~.cker. and, in 
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the process .. to restore. the South's :;;-i'Ch natural heritage. A 
he::t'itage thclt nearly vanished. 

At the beginning of this century, the South was covered by 

the greateSi: old growth pine forests on the cont"inent. A traveler 

could ride ~rqm the Carolina Tidewater elear to Big Thi~ket in 
East Texas shaded by the great n.ative pines ~ .. longleaf, 

loblolly, sbortleaf and slash the entire waY6 Nor would he beAM 

lonely; for the entire range was fille~ with the staeoato and 

sight of the red~eoekaded woodpecker. 

Then came. the timber barons, moving south from the cutover. 

lands around. the Great Lakes, stripping the South's tree~ and 

leaving a l:'1Jined landscape in their wake. The woodpecker vanished 
at the pace of the cleareuts, for it can nest only in cavities 
excavated from ta11t old pine. whose interior wood has been 

softened by & fungus called red heart disease. ~ly one thing 
kept this native creature from extinction! the 1973 Endangered 

Species Act. 
After this southern woodpecker Was listed in the 1970s ,­

roughly the same time federal protection began for another 
forest-dwelling bird called the northern spotted owl .- skeptics 

1n the timber industry began to predict doom. They worried the 
woodpecker ~eralded &nother environmental train wreck, another 
confrontation between environmentalists and loggers, another 

round of l ........ul.ts and countersuits shutting" down the timber 
industry. And. with just eaU8e~ For as everyoAe knows, that· is' 

exactly what happeAed in the Pacific Northwsst wl.th"their owl. 

But the South tells a quieter, "s~tler tale, with a 

different ending. 
There has been no trAinwreck~ No lawsuits. No ·us VS. them· 

rhetoric. Th8 timber industry and landowners. like the ~ilitary 

and individual familie", have made peace with the woodpecker, 
embracing it en their woodlots. Theirs 1s a southern success 

story. d""",nstrating how jobs and the eAvirotllllSnt can grow 

together. 
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The story began three year~ ago. Right after taking office 
as Secretary, I had a visit fro= Pete Corre11, president of 
Georgia Pacific Corp., the u5tion*s largest forest products 

company, with'boldings in both the Pacific Northwest and Southern 

pine forests. To avoid a southern replay ot the standoff in the 

Northwest, Pete :made a suggestion that I, quickly agreed to: Get 

his local land managers and Our federal biologists together in 

one room, tell them of our desire for consensus, and keep their 
feet to the fire until we worked out a solutiQn~ 

OUr result? A landmark, common sense agreement whereby 
Georgia Pacific protects the old growth tree clusters that are 
active nesting sites for the approximately 100 remaining 
woodpecker groups that forage on 50,000 acres of the 4.2 million 
acreS of company owned pine for'est. 

Weeks later, we signed & second aqreement with Hancock 

Timber Resource Group that protects three of the last five groups 
of woodpecke~. left in the state of Virginia. Pollowing those 

breakthroughs, Champion International Corp. set aside 2,000 acres 
in Texas solely tor the woodpeckers, hoping to increase their 

population of two groups to 20~ Less than a year later Westvaeo 

Corp. signed our fourth red~cockaded agreement, to protect and 
manage their population of 16 groups ill South C&rolin'!. 

Each step helps husine.s move from hindSight to.tores1ght, 
from reaction to prevent1oB* Bach agr~ement reinforces the last, 
and sets a path for dozecs .ere to follow. Just,last October I 
went down to Little R.ock, Arkansas, to &t1l10UDCe an agreement with . . 
Potlatch Corp. That ttmhe~ company, which haa the fourth largest 

population of woodpeckers on private land in the U.S •• is 
managing 15.000 acres of ita foreated habitat for the ra~e, 
native bird. That means retraining its rand malut.gera to identify, 

recognize, protect and even restore habitat for the 44 nesting 

woodpecke~ group" that 11ve there. 
Pederal foresters &Ad laud mangers are also retraining to 

better manage woodpecker habitat. ~e Southern states are bome to 

many of "our great national forests and national parks, ranging 



from Sam H.o'IJston National Forest in East Texas to Apar~chicola 
National Poreat and Big Cypress National Preserve in Florida. 

Por decades on those lands, the Porest Service and Park 
Servlc~'put o~t the frequent natural. ground fires that burned 
back the hardwood understory growth, and le£t the ancient, fire~ 

resistant pin~ trees to stand with abun~nt open spaoe in 
between. 

The arrival of Smokey Bear sped up the departu~. of the 
woodpecker. Por as fire was kept out, the oak. shrub, and other 
hardwood midstory thst developed forced the hungry bird to 
~andon their cavity trees and forage elsewhere. 

~oday the Forest Service has reversed course; Southern' 

Forests are leading the nation 'in bringing prescribed fires back 
onto the landscape. So is the Air Forcel in Eglin'.s 320,000 acre 
remnant of longleaf pine forest, managers set controlled fires in 
addition to those caused by'munitions. Thanks to the rejuvenating 
flames, the forese has beguA to regain B~e o! its original 
cherecter a~4 richness. With woodpeckers following olose behind. 

This Southern approach allows more than the large 
industrial, military and federal landowners to work with natural 
rhythms. It, also helps federal re9'Ul~tors shift from oommand and 
oontrol toward incentives that encourage care and effort by 
landowners, no matter how small their ~creage. 

Consider, for example, our ·Sa!e Harbor- habitat plan 

concept for individual woodlot owners. onder a safe bArbor 
agreement-, someone whose land management helps increase the 
number of woodpeckars,OG their property bears no additional legal 
responsibilities tor the new arrivals. He needs only maintain 
hal>itat for ..bAt WIllS there at the tim.. of the agre........t. 

Also, the Pish and Wildlife Se~ice is now working with' 
several states to develop habitat conservation plans for isolated 
groups of woodpeokers. If some~e nurtures juvaa11e woodpeckers 
on his land, he race-ivea' incentlve credlts. Those credits eO'UJ1t 
towarde letting him legally hervest the trees, 'after state,and 
federal biologists transfer the birds to a national, state or 



private forest where a larger woodpecker population is already 
thriving. 

The Endangered Species Act is working t providing a common 
goal for the entire South. But its meaning goae far beyond that. 
Thanks to the Act. a third or fourth generation of managers, 
soldiers, loggers, real estate developers and woodlot owners are 
approaching their native landscape in a different, and I think, 
even better way than their ancestors. For them a torest is now 
measured by more than simply location, or board feet} it suddenly 
has a context, an a.ge l a history, and beco=.es a bridge between 

the present human world and the complex natural heritage in which 
_l~. . 

The return on our ;nvestment is to witness and take part in 
the renaissance of the great longleaf pine forest ~~ a native 
ecosystem be~ng restored to its natural Southern glory •• proving 
that we can pass On the strongest timber ecoQomy, the best 
trained troops. and the most beautiful and biolo9ieally divers. 
natural heritage for future generations growing up in the South. 
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Twenty years qo the greenback cutthroat trout was 
thought to b~ extinct, but right now there's one on my line. 

--------------~,..... 

W
' 

e are working our way up a small freestone stream in Ihe heart o[ Rock} ,[ountain 
~atlon31 Park. casting simulator flies [or a "ild. native fish that by all odds simpl\" 
should nO( e;.oi;t here. [I is called the greenback c\Hthroat trout (Ollcor/mlcllllS clarhi jtQ. 

Illias). and for several decades 10 Ihe middle of this cemur\" il was considered 10 be extinct.
• 

;'\("1 jngk~ In tillS 1'.lrt uf C.licueo nJ>e heJm a,' JCpt'(,«:s. Thtn CJme (he 1e"'JS:J(,rh~ !f'I(l'\.'JUt:' .\fl<!f !lJn~k, I ttl: \'1'\ ,I k.:·~ r10pfX'c \\nl .. h ~, ~J:ita 
~nJJ~h Jb.'ut lit!! .;reenb;;;:k l!11..n"m' that It "':15 !h~ [Kin J( J~s$\e :\<)fl·II..lH\C m,4\ hk ;!1e tJIr,;)()W; It) (vI!0~ Il'1r~'ul(n flbf.lnl1. II'Jla, I >.J~t up,trt'Jrrl ~)r 
:lr~l ihli w be ~Is:ed ullda tht: !'i;'"J EncJnge:ed Jnci b«XlklesJrci Ctti\\"S, \.,httr, s:wlr');dfJflil'r.md ; H"1.JI! bJl.llJct IhJt n.;. d~.![~d.1 ~\\'rllr1~ p'_'0! 
'5;XCI~S .\(1. Bm they'..'.: J~ nr:mi J 101 0f m,!ooc ~dged Inc gn:e:n~k Out -.;f p1'l:'r( fl~C: Jnc r:lf'SC. $)' JW't bd0W if. Th: II;: Jnfts J0"1'l 'li(,l i~': p~'01, ;rrd 
diJ( {he K[ docsn't work \lr InJ.' n's >0 llJ\\ed it i93i. Ibe Den'tr :.tU$(um of SJlUhll H!${cry pro- .oere!l is .l!§llfl-J ll.uh <,\( cob, ! ~JI5C my r'~d I'~ 
Jctu.l:ly results in ;nt declme of encJngettd SpeCIes, flO'.lnmi Ihe gmnhatk o.n;'I((, q~ickl7 .he roo tx:nJ:s. ~rH:: I Jr.1 ~i.l~1n\j m~' ~r.,( 

So LS>!;: 11m on J perfect .-\ugusc rr:ommg to Sit If But in (be mtd-l~, b\ok;gt!l~ ,raced rerum of FnbJCb-: :0 li'x b1...,k 
the Endangertd Species .\Ct ~r,)u!d Jctual!y PI/( J ·funny·loolcinf trOUt w .l i~' hundrtrl !Veenbacks \\2!t(h~ng J s'ttenbJck cutthroll ':Oli'_IflS <,)01 vf [h~ 

grt:tnbJ.c'.:.mmyline r------.......-............---------... w:t~tr is !ii.:f ,;~..min~ J KMI~( :~r1J~r 
l~ htre .lboJ\"e the fa. 1'o1tf1in ilght RECONSTRL.'CTJNG THE :l:'ng I1IH vi .he f~'re5:. ,h~ ~";:Jr,; Jrc 

ll( d-,e SL.mme: ,:1o.....-fidds oJn Yosit;JO E"'OANGEREO SPECIES At'"""'i'"' ",) bnHi.li'l: w lIne.'prcted, du( (Qr J 
~!ocnlJ![I. tne- \\ ;>ce-r is c nllrning . J:~ ¥!. :t'.or:ter.: .I $«'1'.s urore.u, ;,11!1~ IS ~ m.lk 
:hrocgr, J aou!:!er·,(Uded ;:i-..lnnd If Rntming the: g:r«nb.Kk oothtwt !$ onty one eurtlpit cl wtw \h( ittU in 'p.1wn.q; u::::;:-::s. ,IMId ~m\h! 
you "";utI :o-StC !he greenback (.;londo ~ Sp.roa An Iw ~Iwt kid ~~ hem. red·or.mge on tnt! Jaws .lnd ;.!n-cittslde 
IS {he enly place: you car. do 50 n-~ C.~.~;;ondon, ~mnf:'l.md.ftostOrothtl But I dun't see mul'll gretil on the back 
don't (JOO nC\'tf did) U~'t 31lY"'-r.en: clst. ~ _bmCMt.d &urn. F..S.\ ~lIiId~~ or 1n;whe:e <!1st:: this one: .It lust . 
Greenbacks emertd Ihe~ nuOv.':3ter5 (ritiel WI iI ~ I ~ and ~ buni6t l"lfl ~ ;:hould hJvt been nlm«i (he $tJrll:t<'lIiId pnr.uc lAadawom. The Climoo ~ his ~"llum-
wf,~" . .;fl~r ~ lee Age. dry ~·e:ltner and bci of(~ind!ldtng~ lOt 1tI:liill prMtt ~md. ~w beth, cutrhroot. 

caused Kbas!n cansim" :hat !so- h.arlxrn.~ ~ (Q mr;otq9 ~~ on prlwlc WwU. i (;lrefuliy lInhook the ~sh. h.:id it 
: Rock;,· ~(oU!ltain from.ralloe Mnmrbilt, ~ haS ~ -!.btin& of.tny fDI.lIlt ~ until in the warer :hen ·...>ltch It ~hoct bJ(o': 

:'> the iCC is ~~ !hat In=tDr 5«rtwv BNtt 8Ihbut lIiId.tom 'other dramage 10 L.'lf W(:'iC. ellVimrlmentalbtaY)' ~.~ rt1)It.t.\" r.bt £SA has btm imnldw:td into the (I,,lrrtrt jrd J0iJppeJr In {his 
.'llh less than LO.OOO yelt$ (0 in chc: 'Hou.tt (HRlln) IDIitbt5t.n.att(S~68). moment the liil.!..-e !f,JUt 'e'>ea1s!O me 

J.dapt. tht greenback IS far mort $tltsl- Suppot'tl!r5 01 astnmC ESt\ .'1~I{that~ an: ~ but dtty ~ m:H II i5- .i 'fIanifesvlHQn Jf dh1ne pur· 
twe to ils natural habitat than most 10 ~ dw.lViil em _ ..a', Ibdky 1.1) ~ h.ahltn. tumct Ihe ~. :.ty task. ,;cr (.l$R. is !\l P1't~l'\1! 
ttOUI. That means it's .....,tdtr: but Il'S ~Q(tht~'J~(QIi.1Itt:W'llaidclDy~rpt:dt$.md tltexfublcrgentntiOns:cromt. 

. I bl I d ~pl'OU'CtlXloi~wildII!t.ruth".d!i.r!mmd~ II 
J Iso more 1"\1 neta t: EO ang trs an At tbis M1tinJ. IGOR ttlcdmUi \qo;stJtioo to" *mU14 the ESt\ his bttn Thtre is sti a ways 10 to: His· 
,)[her threats {Q its survival. introcb.x:cd: in '€he ~ (HR 131..) miotbc:r bilb nuy foUmr, 'I'htOOt(OO'lt« tom:lI!lv, :h< ~nlm:k pcpula!td the 

J'.lSI upcurrent from mt stands thB 5UUf&k wd1 ~ tf:w.1'wm: 0( IlWlYWIi sptdeI:.mdlhrit h8ws. w:tc!llhfds of lhe ArkanSOlS RW(f and 
Srua Rosenlund. greenback recovery tht: South Plane ruvtr from ekxations 
?roject leader of {he U.S. Fish and of ~ooo fw up mto the inCUtanes at 
\\!ld!!fe :>Cr.1ce for the last H vea!"'. Bruce knows lingering in Como CretK and the Souch rork about 11,00(} feet. Jbow! "..tllch:he spl'<\'Umg $d­

[he P.l5t. present and rleaf futu're of this fish. and iWdre:, both W'lthut the South Plant drainage:. That ron IS too short wsuppa" reproduction. 
!iils me that Ihe greenback Cutthroal was once so SCt the Stage for rtSttlration effortS; the Endangtted The goo1 is III rrnolT :he pnSack :hroughOUt 
wmmoo Inallt ...as the :neal or choice for mmer$ in Spcru:s Act of 1973 set it all in m~n. :t1 historic rangt, 1M :hen: :lK.on~· i 9 official!y sa-
i..ud.\lUC. CC:lrral ety Jnd mittr minmg towns. At ble: ('O?Ulanon SIttS, including Ihese rushing watt3 
th~ !um \If .he cenrur)' anglm hen: aught up to T 0 ad'lltve healthy, naturally spawning oflmaring (rttk. Sue it:s a goal ""1tnin :tach. 
100J g:unb.1cks om a thrtt-day &hing trip. g:rtI:nback populatioN. 'o1ologisl5 in. the tilt fish is also w;nning over the heartS of OWl' 

But .iller seve!<ll hours on the: ro"tf this moming. ESA I'«overy team found remote: takes. Colorado :1atlvd t.; t993 .he Colorado legl.$laturt 
! h,l~'en'! cau.ght rme. I\'e ban casting shon. drop' and tributants wOtrt competing species ~0tI!-d be citsignated the greenback as itS ~tale r.sh, rht rain· 
P:I',g d'~ fly 1.'1 the eddies ,hat 'll:paratc die dming dtami O1.It and isolated by downsatam barrier water- bow crout. the former ~u.tC fish. is not t\"W from 
IOlTftlt &om the qUlt:t poo:s along the banks. There fal.h. ThLs took the work of helkopttl'S and hatcheries. C\l:arado-ifs a rransplan! from Cllifoolla. 
lit a fN! bites" but 1am slow I\) -.et lhe hook and the fortsttl1 and fjshtrm~n. and public lud p-nvace By mLd·ilfttrnoon. ea<:h me:nher of our pmy has 
fish -l."t gent. Too much orne d~p -fistung In lak.es; I monty. ~t also tooK convincing ~tch·and-tat anil~1! caught and released half aooten, :0-;0 ;ccords brokrn 
am forgtmng 10 wau:h the fish surfac-e to w.e my fly, LO rcle:lst the grtenh!Icks. Jtld convincing tatch-and. heft-many of !he leh fall in tlv:: 'b-en- (0 ! ·f.incn 

We buak for lund"! in a dearing bordered bf rctea.st angltf5 to eat che rainbows and bL'Q'<l.ta. class. "SUI.' RostI'.lund reassures. :ne-. ~down tcrn.'tt 
"". ~1h Iodgepolt pine. a5pef\ md the Wt pur- It 1Io'Odt.o:I. Grwllmk numbel1 .are rising; already. w'Ilh a long~r bre~ding seasou. the greenback 0.'1. 

,ad of August Rosenlund bnngs me up (0 247 3CftS of l:tkc habitat and 89 mIles of strtaIM grow {Q thrrt or four poun<is • 
he fall and rise of ibIS fish. have been «~iaimtd tOf about 70,000 greenbacks. :-:ever mmd thac.' The me\'/! ~15h! of or.t. Ilf Ihe5C" 

Jne time tht en!y troUI In Ihue \1041ers, (ne At least. thl:s IS what RoSt!nlund (eils mt. I stiU fish Ott tht end of a ilne.--.:sp«:a:ly :n~'I'J1e-<5 m 
t,rttnback feU prq 10 rru.ne dr.nr•. as wtU as mm- ~J\'tllt s«n proof ~d, t!.xpt:rience to be. had nowhe~e else In the world. :ra 
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'. Saving six birds with one stone 

By Bruce Babbitt 

In the winter of '19~3t Congress once again began. debating 

the Endangered Species Act. Allthe usual Buspects joined in, 

advancing the same old arguments $ 'long on rhetoric and woefully 

short on facts. Called to testify, I suggested that we might 

break the stalemate by getting Qut Qf Washington, hanging up the 

phone on the special interest lobbyists, and trying to build 

consensus and, ultimately, solutions in communities actually 

affected by the Act. 

Weeks later, we found our proving ground. 

Orange County's exploSive growth was pushing one of the 

earths'. amalleat bird. towards extinction. But this bird, the 

native California guatcatcher, iDh&blts the last remaining 

undeveloped coastal zone south of LOB ADgeles. To protect itt we 

would face a powerful,.bil11on-dollar real estate industry~ a 

majo~ regional racession, a local county bankruptcy, and 

.opponents who predicted the Act would derail any economic growth 

in the region. It looted lite the next hig environmental 

tr.a.1nwreck .... or the pe'rtect chance to prove otherWiue. 

The r~eultB are in. This week, Orange County completes the 

one of t~ moat comprehensive and imaginative conservation plans 

in historyJ uniting developers &ad environmentalists OD what is 

fast becoming a national model for habitat cO~8ervation, open 

space planning, 'and local empowerment to preserve their natural 

heritage. 



That ·~tory began with a visit to my office by Doug Wheeler. 

the California Resources Secretary. shortly after I decided to 

list the gnatcatcher. Doug explained that California had a new 

untested law -- take a breath RThe Natural Communities 

Conservation ProgramR -- that empowered counties and cities to 

join together in planning and designating open space for the 

protection of endangered species and their habitat. 

Couldn't the Federal government, he asked, reach out and 

encourage California to take the initiative? The Irvine Company 

•.Orange County's largest landowner - - also prodded me in this 

direction. 

I patiently explained to .them both that what they were 

asking for bad simply never been done, that no previous Cabinet 

member had ever delegated that kind of authority under the 

Endangered Species Act before, that there was no political, 

historical or administrative precedent for what they had just 

proposed. 

And yes, I said. Let's give it a try. 

For too long, the Bndangered Species Act had been 

administered as a set of heavy-handed federal dictates to 

landowners. That top~dOWD approach ignored the reality that in 

this country land use planing is a local, bottom-up function, 

requiring di~ect grassroots involvement by residents and 

stakeholder groups. ·It was time to find a better way ~ 

Within weeks I issued and implemented a regulation called a 

4(d) rule, entrusting California to take the lead role. Then we 

, 




rolled up.our sleeves, opened up the table and got down to 

business wl th all stakeholders ill the county. 

There were disagreements. But underlying every discussion 

was ~ deep¥ shared affinity for the mountains I river valleys and 

shoreline vistas' that draw people to southern California. They 

knew it might. be lost, as it liad be.". 1n LoB AngelesJ they I<riew 

what was at stake. Protecting open space tor people WaS an 

essential component, now there WAS an opportunity to desi~ that 

open space to proteot wildlife as well. 

As the group began to forge consensus, different parts were 

set into place. The Irvine Company integrated its plans into the 

larger picture. Working from previous agre~ts, the company had 

set aside. roughly 21,000 acres of its own landJ with the NCCP 

process, those aores are united under one protected reserve. 

With that coruerstone, and building with dosens of 

contributions from many other public and private landowners, the 

Orange County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved a plan 

des:1.gnat'ing a. total of 38,000 acres for preserve. near Hewport 

.Beacb and Irvine. These preserves are good for end~gered 

species, but they're evan better for human Specie•• Spread,out 

over twe cluster4, connected by greenway., .mountain ridges, 

hik1~g patha and other recreational opportunities, the preserve 

dwarfs every uban open space in .the eOUlltry, from M4nbattaJ1 1 s 

Central Park to Baa Francisoo's Golden Gate park. 

Ilore critical help came from th" Few and the proud. Early 

on, federal, state and local partners recognized that Camp 

P.".dleto~ the largest bloclt· of open space along the southeru 



California COAst ~. could be a vital part of any r~9ionally 

planning effort. The Marines are -steel on-target. fighters,~ and 

no one knew quite what to expect. But.Major General Claude 

Reinke t crSHC t invited the biologists onto the base, developed an 

approAoh for the base similar to the NCCP procees, and the 

Marines became part of the solution. Be even unveiled a poster 

with an amphibious landing alongside endangered shorebirds 

entitled, -Marines; We're saving a few good species.­

So what do developers, Marines, landowners and loeal 

officials get in return for their support of such an historic 

conservation plan? What draws them to the table and keeps them 

there until we construot a creative solution? In a word, 

certainty. 

Vor it WaS clear from the start that there was more at stake 

than the imme4iate future of the solitary guatcatcherl we set out 

to 4es1gnate eDough opec space to protect All potentially 

en4angered species that share4 the same native habitat for 

centuries to come .. Orange count"y set out to protect 42 species, 

inoluding the peregrine falcon, the Southwestern willow 

flycatcher, the ·Orange-throate4 whiptall, the northern harrier 

an4 the sharp-shinned hawk. Along with the others, we deei4e4 to 

protect six birds with one stone. 

But then lawyers posed the critical question. What if we . . 

miscalculated? After protecting habitat on part of the land, then 

developing the rest; how could they be certain that, ten years 

from now, a creature might take ~ turn for the worse and Unravel 

the entire process? 



eoll An!l~l~s ~tm1$ 

J1JL I 2 2000U.S. Seeks to Remove Gray 


Wolf From Endangered List 

• Wildlife; Proposal would drop some protections and delisr ir 
entirely in states like California, where If is nm found, . 

R~ Ilffil;\,\ SO\,\Ll 
HVl."1 ,11 '~~In~ 

~:'trl:!' they n.r;t' '\1<:cf'l'rif'd In pell­
in" Amerle.. s 81'\\;.' "'olf PO!'!Ul,lum 
imt.'k ir<::m the br:r,k ,)f >:'x:.:ncwm. fed­
.. ~;\: w\!·')hle dflCl:ds on Tuesn;.y pro' 
pc,;",,! dropp;r,g sGrn~ prote(tlOr.s for 
the slt-€k prc(!:l:0r. 

S,nc~: t!'h? gmy \~oli w.ts :!suod liS en­
'Ul'i~\!rlfrllfl milch of the Cn,ted S{<:lt€-s 
H1 1!)i4. Its num~rs hwe cllmbed 
from a ffV,l htmdrei ,n Mmnesota to 
betw;>en 3.000 <>:'111 4,(100 an:mals SCilt' 
lerM "crass the \\'if!st,md G:eat LaKes 
region, 

"This is truly an endangertttt 1pecles 
{uccess :i1:orv.'" Si<IO C.S. flSh il-nd 
Wildlife serVlee Dire-c':nr JamLI! 
R.lPP<lpoTt Clark. 

The Wlldl1fe $em(~ said It ....-antS to 
re;:la~sify lhe gray Holf from endan~ 
g€red :0 thte ..tened m some partS of 
th~ C<lumry and t<lke it ef! the list en~ 
litelv In areas where It is not found­
lOc!Udu'\g Callfornia and N*vada. 

Conservatlon groups were mlx~ in 
theIr re_'~·:ons. They welcomed nc'4'S 
0: the p " I:atlon ret~lUnd but argued 
tht!" w:ldllh! !lerYlce needs to do mO(f! to 
promote the wolf's return across the' 
WeSt and mnortho:m Ne--.v England, 

"! think the sef'lIc(' is be-mg too (:au­
~IO~ We can accompilsh,more," said 
1'om France, $emor counsel for the 
:-.1ational WIldlife F'e<terauon. 

Environmental groups were particu" 
:ar!v entical of ttl(> !)foposal lo dehSt 
:1:1';gray ",'CIt enti(f!ly m all Or portiOns 
of 30 states, where the W1ldHle sa'V'lte 
thmk,a It is unlikely the anunals Will 

•\ltr, op In Hgnltl~'ant numrn:ts. 

"Thl~ plan tlIk..s J.ll fl-ro~~ct:{)n 
" .....<1:' irom wolves If they cr05S 
th€< ~nrdH [mlo thOii~ rel110nsJ 
,100 t dt':y the servICE' to PfO\'Ir1e" 
bio!og,::a:ly vlilole r~;:;wo,· ;:tuJ 
Bob Ferns, '.'lce pr/!sldent for spe­
cIes c()nServatl~m at Defenders of 
W~!dliie, 

Federal offiCials rt>spooMd that 
there IS nc:hmg to stOp indivld:ml 
nat~ fr!lm :aunchmg theIr own 
feet-very programs:, ;'loreove(, 
they saId, the goa! of the Endan­
gHrW Species Act i~ r.at to return 
arumals H) thi;'lf histoncal range, 
but to N!S('Uoe them from ,he ~ 
of extmc,lOfl, 

"Are wolves everywhere they 
could be? !'io," said Ed Bangs, 
western waH recovery coordmator 
for ,he Wlldhfe servIce. "T~ qUe!' 
uon lit' Are' they any looger en­
1i:mg1l'red and threatened?' and 
the ~nswer is qUIckly beconung 
'00,' 

That. say wjldUe offiCIals, is a 
result of the federal protectlOns of 
~I:e last 25 yo:an: and plentdul 
prey. :ocluding an exp!odlng deer 
popuiatlon. 

Gray wolves once roomed much 
ot North AIT'.enca, F'em$ ~tj­
mateo there WI!1i! about 20lUXXJ in 

the countrY before the Cwil War. 
Relentlessly hunted and pGl.wned 
over the Mxt century as livestock 
predators, they had all but diSa7 

f)t.'il:ed b... the i9:1Os . 

\\'hlle ~Jtefj :,na ~"<lre<l II:; 
r,mc~ers ar.ct /,;,mi'r:<;. '.\ol\'~" 

h;;;:t rn-en revered by oth:rl J5 .,r'! 
icon or ,he Wilt.. TheIr re('o\','ry 
~'\a" bi<en both co,,:wversi>ll i):1'1 
celebrated. 

Bar:gs said about nl) 1;TJ: 
wolves Uve !It the "Qrt~ern 
Rockies, ,r:duding a m:.Jch-ch~Ol'" 
eled group rem:rod'Jced tC 
Yellowstone :-."ational f'ark 1;'\ 

:995. :'105l of the rest iive lit the 
WIlds of ~innesou, Wisconsm 
and Michigan. 

The Fish :;Inti WiJdl!r~ g.,rvl¢e 
proposal ....'U be $:Jhje<:t to panlle 
comment and IS ex-pe:-ted to take 
t'ifec~ in a year, 

MinneSQt;!. wolves are noW 
listed as threa!en~"(t The rest in 
the nation have been claSSIfied as 
endangered, whieh makes it c.n· 
lawful to \tilt harm or harass 
them. 

The new rtll~ wouid reda$$!fy 
the woives as threatened, a 
change- that would re!am protec­
hons but allow pmate landowners 
to kill a WQlf attacking d<;Jmestlc 
IJVestock. 

The letS than two "dozen Mexj~ 
can gray wolves !iving In New 
Mexico. Arizona and Texas would 
remam on the etlda1tgered list, as 
would th' small popu!atinn of red 
wolVe! found in lilt Southeast. 
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In Mural, Young Artists Envision Restored River 

3." .VAI:' O~\ItI,.J 
'1 _.<; • " J:, ..-,. C,'~ J,., 

,~ hald ';'.'l$de. "qu.nie plar,!i.. !J.m±'>Cape~ 
free 01 btter lne ,.,..pie working wgethl:'T to 
'lei;! 'estort the Ar..1>.:OSlja Ri~'l:'r .ll'1!' ill ita­
t'Jml in it new mural ~ilInteQ hy four District 
'ol\Joel'lts and unveiled lasl 'W~td( at the Depart­
ment 01 interior, 

The ruw:aL fuGdtd by lntenar md located 
1M fne'Jf(l'n<:y$< t~UIth·aoor lobby at 1B49 C 
SL ~YI:(oosqts:of two paintings that vil'idly 
display efforts to dean up tht eight,milt rh'tT_ 
[t also ~rvt.'5 as l 3ymbolic illustration of 
what rescoring the A.rtac.-ostia could mean for 
the region, 

The ~udtnts' vision inclm the return of 
1M bald •• dear watet. a healthy fi!hin( 
erMronmtl'l.t and community membm work:· 
inS !og~~ to plant aqu,ati( vtgttation. At 
pr~nt, 6sh taken from the A.nacostia !bow 
high conetnttlt:iorui of pesticide! a! wdl u a 
se:nes of inttstinai di.1otdef'\.. according to the 
lS FiSI.oo W_s.M.:e, ' '.' 

The four mldent artists who painttd the 
mW'al ... o.md< Byni 1& l1rian~, 
1i: Shooimdra ~, Hi. and Brittany OOIle'. 
14. They ~ on it and otbet~.I! 1 
part of the Ccreoran Colltgt- of Art and ~ 
sign's Vt$U1I AN Cornntu.n.iry Outrtach PrQ. 
gram. whkh provide1: Art training for Db:trict 
}'tIuth and tor ~ studtnu ~ I. 

bac~ (If fint a.n.s. 
Tht ootn'lK'h tffort iul:tudt3 CoKorul Ap: 

St'\\ \i~ioll at :>C'hoo! tt':.\ 
, 

...'·';YAS)' J 


-:vrr.mll:1ity pW\l;Taill that b~llqs J.rt 

il1~tr.J~ti(lO intO the ~la:»ro<)ms vi 

D,C. ..:hoot,; The- program abo 'POll' 

"()r\ dJ~s. SlL'nrner iobs, inU'lT'.shlps 


. J.!ld ~he!JlshlpS ier student artista, 
"\I/hen the te;).~her J~ked l.I$ to 

(Ome up "'ith J theme for (he :\J'tl\''()y 
t;a Ri\-er. 1remetr.:>ered the-faA:S and 
the historj we nad lea."TIe\l ~hll'\d the 
ri\~r.· .:.aid Fogel woo....itt! Ouver. 
",ill aUtna Wdson High 5.:hooJ in :,he 
iall.•~ ~ded that WI! WlIIIttd the 
theffit' ;0 oe about what. ". the .ap. 
~ of the riwr should ht. with 
an emphasis on the health of tht am. 
mals md plant illeof tht rim.* 

Carpm~, who IiU Byn1 is a recent . 
...._ oJ Duiz.E!tincJm> SdJooI oJ 
the Arts, has btrn paintin$ <>l.net he 

"'" 5,
~[ ha~ Oem woUing with tht 

CANVAS ;m;gn.m for four yar1.~ he 
;;ajd. -I wall ~ that I·had the 0t> 
portunity to \wn rnot't lbcn.lt art and 
have thisu a summerjob. I ha\'t betn 
working clceeiy llrith the skil.itd jn.. 
SU'UCtClFS hm: (}Q ~ proje<:u, but 
~ mun..l is by fat tht most honomi 
addition to my portfolio." 
~ Corcoran's .program ior the 

Dinict'-s youth havt been designed to 
-bring about unity, common creative 
goals "'" 11<1;> 1l!mJ __ tho 
lmp!)1'tanct of prege'fVinl-thril' WIn'; 

mWlitin l$·wert..&8 emronmenta,· 
~d Jujja. Mot, ~ of·dIe CAN­
VAS program, which recruited the 

~I\,lj~~:1l ~1"'.:~L'~,j;hllM :~.I' ;";:'.:.t:lJ. 

The }!udent~, -ho: -..aid. '~,e ro:o 
;':ar(hed, aunt :he :'Irdimi~ar" ,jr;lW' 

[rtll; ::nd die :he pau1lir.gs- :hernM-r.-e!o 
under t:tf '\-atd'Juj t;:e or .l."1ist Judy 
Slllhedand. ' 

Tbt: (()111 11'Jce-ms tea!lie'd "JP ""(h 
(he E~h CQoser."3:{tOf) Cnrps. :; rnn· 
;.roih 'irJf.L.'1l.z.;!UOl1 in :JoY1theas[ 
\\'J~h;l1gtcn !nJt "orks ",i::: -:icy 
~'C\.lth (0 ht';p fe~tore the ,-\...1a<;{},;tia 
:.Ir.d ils ~ritr.ltaril!'$ The J-rt ~!udents 
\\ere i.l.ken to the river to researeh its 
h.jilOf"}' and. t4me up W'l.lh \\'3ys m Un. 
pr()\~ tht waterway, 

"Our \loal i$ \0 help ~ lhe ,o\na. 
<::QSlia Rivt't dean. ;aid Forrest ~lu~4 

chem. 22, a rnt~ of the EW 
Om~tion Corp& who stArt¢d 'JOt. 
untecring wU.h tr.e group 'l\tuJ.e h~ WlL$ 

in high:;chooL "We watehed 5£itnti$t$ 
It'St tilt watm ar.d [ea.rn!'!d about the 
trun «!moval. over t.lte years." 

At the tnu.raI's ~n last w~1t, 
Interier St>erewy Bruce Babbitt said 
e:nfi~ at tnt agency "have en­
joyed watching the students paint the: 
rnun.I over the \.ut !Ie'Vm.I w~ks md 
art proud th.:n oor building '4-ilI ~how· 
ca&e these dramallc seents of wild­
Ule,'" . 

-t do not think that peQpir- fu.I1y Wl­

dmtand the imporutlCl! Of this body 
of watff': said OUvt'l'. who has partido 
pa~ in Corcoran programs sLnce she: 
wu 10. "By painting thi! mural. 1 
hope that nwill,~1p tM community 
!lee thal the riwr i! notin'~ shapt 
und sboul4 N! ~ tar ow: sake: 
"'" th< futuu.. 

tntwtor ScretIrJ IIr'et ......... 0IIIWMIIb 011 __ fIIlhe ..1MIOItia ... 
....... bJD~ ........... tk¢:ab .lII:oItnt............. \obbf. 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


Office of the Secretary . 
For Immediate Release: January 13, 2000 

Contact: Tim Ahern (202) 208-5089 

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt 
Comment on the 10th Circuit Court decision 

supporting wolf re-introduction at Yellowstone 

I am very pleased that the courts have given a ringing endorsement to our wolf 
reintroduction program in Yellowstone National Park and central Idaho. 

The court clearly agreed that the U.S. Fish & Wildlife SelVice's reintroduction program 
is fully consistent with the Endangered Species Act. 

Wolf reintroduction is a powerful demonstration of this Nation's commitment to 
protecting and restoring endangered species. Today's' decision is a welcome vindication 
of our efforts to preselVe this magnificent species 

-001­
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Sept. 27. 1999 

Babbitt Unveils First Statewide Habitat 
Conservation Plan, For Wis~onsin Butterfly 

The endangered Karner blue butterfly. a beautiful but fragile insect whose survival 
depends on patcbes of wild blue lupine. will be protected by ille fIrst-ev,r statewide 
conserVation agreement under ille Endangered Species Act, (nterior Secretary Bruce Babbitt 
anncunced Monday. 

The agreement, known as a Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), will protect ille 
butterfly'S Ilabital on more man 260,000 acres in Wisconsin while permitting landowners. 
businesses and governments to continue to continue a variety of activities. 

"This is ille fuS! comprebensive statewide Habitat Conservation Plan and ill, most 
inclusive agreement of its kind in the country,' Babbitt said at a signing ceremony at Sandhill 
Wildlife Area in Babeock, Wisconsin. "It is an exceUentexample of how ille flexibili,ty of ille 
Endangered Species Act can promote regional habitat conservation planniog by srates and local 
governments and is • model for wllat oiller states and illeir panners might consider." 

Wisconsin Department of Nantral Resources Secretary George Meyer signed ille 
implementing Agreement, pan of t¥ HCP process, on behalf of ille s_. 

"This is as nne an example of a public-privarc ecosystem management pannership as 
we've yet produced,' Meyer said. "The department reorganized its management structure and 
focus in 1995 to reflect ille desirability of partnerships to. accomplish landscape-scale 
ecosystem management projects. This agreement hits iliat goal. Cooperation and inyolvemem 
of all ille partners certainly were key to ille successful conclusion of this agreement.' 

A Habitat Conservation Plan provides for, protection of endangered species while 
allowing economic developmelll to continue. Uoder an RCP, landowners may "take" , 
individual endangered species wilen ille effects of ill. taking are mitigated and minimized by 
conservation 1lIIIIISIImI. The Endangered Species Act defmes "take" as either ille direct killing, 
harming or _meat of an animal. or ille destruction of its habitat. 

atrreinIy. there are more man 250 RCPs in effect nationwide and more than 200 under 
development. , 

The Karner blue butterfly RCP was developed by ille Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources and ille Interior Department's U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in conjunction with • 

, group of 26'"rivarc and public panners, including county and industrial fnrest owners, utility , 
companies. three state agem:ies. conservation organiz:a(lons. and private Landowners. 

(More) 

',. 
'.' 



Marking a Victory for Eagle Rights 
Once-Imperiled NationalSymbo/ to Be Removed From Endangered SpeciesList 
,!w WIlttAll CWI¢P..Ht 
!f':uI\\¥CI'\ ,I'CII $ta,if Ir..,,1'" 

Tht Amman btld~, t.~ lUI­

lion', rrtOtt dunble qmbol of de­
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hack from \.he brink of minctioo 

ynttTday u Pl'r.tidmt Clinton an­
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tic bird from the mda,nfered apt­
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year. 
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leni.eT. a l(l.Ytt1-old bald: tqle. 

JqUlW~ and Capped lUi winCt 

neltby. ' 


Clinton uae;d the oecuion to 

prod eon,reMi to approve hit $1 

billion Un" IApcy inltla..... 
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dani'tr!'li SpKiee Act than t.o allov.r 
ill finest SUcc.tM story to Qy off the 
lilt, frteItLut. • 

TIlt Nationaf'"Audubon Sodtty'. 
dirtct.or of k'ience, Prank Gill, 
c.allt'd tht l't'COVtTY of the btld eaa'e 
~one of the biaHt conleT'Vltion 
IUcuutI of the 20th Ctnturr" and 
aid it wu imporwlt for COn.eT'Vl­
tiorWiti to -recoeniu and celebrate 
thilsucceu. • 

R""","", 1M bald ~. from 
the thrtsttnt'd cat~ry of the en· 
dana'ered liat will not ~ it to 

. n", daniera. Fi.h and Wildlife Ser· 
viet officiW aid. Th~ aid the Ief· 
vict! will work with Stlte wildlife 
agendH to monitor the ttltua of 
the tptcit!l for at ltalt five yt'&,... 
and it at any time it beeomtt f'vi. 
dtnt the bird n~ the Endan­
gered Specitt Act', protection. it 
would be reU,ted. 

MOfto'Ver, official. said the bald 
eagle will continue to be prot«ttd 
by the MilJl'ltory Bird Tl"tlty Act 
and the Bald and Golden Eagie Pro­

.tection Act, both of which prohibit 

the harmina of the sptcitS. .' • 
Clinton calJeod the ft!tut'tl "Of !he 

haJd eagle a "fitting cap to I century 
of tnVironmtnw sttwUdthig: 
which he said WILl chartt'd 'c1y•.PrtIi­
dent Tht!'Odore Rooeewlt 'lI\d tI· 
cluded I national mov~enl in 
which volunt~rs acrOil the cau,n· 
try banded toiether 10 i\I-IJ'!i nett 
site!. nurae injured eaa'es ua rtin· 
treduce the bircb in pllct!"l when 
they had 10"1 l(O vani.hed. 

But Clinton oblttVeod Wt tltr 
haJd utle did not Ilwi)'ll ha~ IUCb 
an eu.lteod statu •. He rK&1led WI 
....hen the nation'. foimden fiI'II 
con.idered the Qutttion of 11'1 otfi. 
ciaI emblem on July 4, 1776. the 
day the Declaration of lndtpal' 
dence WI. siantci. Btnjamin ¥nN:. 

. lin wanted the national 'fTTlbol to 
be the turkey. 

"Fortunately in this cue. Mr. 
Franklin. who had I lot of JOOd 
ideu. had this rtlmed to commit· 
t~: Clinton said. Sill: ~UI lilt!'. 
the Continental Co"""t!Y approved 
the bald eaitle for the Great Se.1. 
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SECRETARY 8AB81TT TO HOST STAKEHOLDER MEETING REGARDING THE 
PIMA COUNTY CONSERVATION EFFORTS . . 

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt will be in Tucson. Arizona. on Thursday, 
December 3, to meet with the Pima County Board 01 supervisors and others Involved in 
the habitat conservation effort for the pygmy owl and the Sonoran Desert Conservation 
plan. Members. of Ihe Pima County Board of Supervisors, the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department and other stakeholders will attend Ihe meeting. 

"Pima County has embarked upon an innovative process to protect threatened 
and vilal habitat for federally listed species like the pygmy owl. Conservation planning 
also means that many other animals and plants may avoid the need for protection 
under the Endangered Species Act If this effort· succeeds, • Secretary Babbitt said, 'We 
are seeing more and more places around the country where hab~at conservation 
planning is also saving for future generations the quality of life that brought people to 
beautiful places in the first place. Good conservation planning will allow a thriving 
economy and a healthy and sustainable environment for the people. wildlife and plants 
that share this fragile desert land~pe.· 

The U,S. Fish and Wildlife Service listed the cactus fenuginous pygmy owl as an 
endangered species in March, 1997. The Service is continuing to work closely with 
tribal, state and local governments as well as with private citizens and organizations on 
efforts to develop a long term conservation plan that pro!lectS the pygmy owl as well as 
1 B other listed animal and plant species in Pima County. 

Following the meeting, which is open to media, Secretary Babbitt will be 
available for questions from the press, The Board of Supervisors meeting, which the 
Secretary will join at 11 :30 a.m" will be held on the ground floor of the Pima County 
Superior Court Building. 110 West Congress Street in Tucson. The Secretary's press 
availability will probably be held in front of the building immediately afterwards, at 
approximately 12:10 p,m.. ' ,,001­

Directicnf to the site from PluHmix." Talce 1-10 soulh to £Xii }S81DWGTds Congrw SlIBreadway. Tun'f right onto 
West Ccmgr?lS Street, Tum left onto Pennington Street. Tak4 firs' right /01' parking, 

DinctiOn.t fO IJte stir from Tucson: rab: W~Jt Congress Street and turn left onto Pcnningum Strut fokejirsr right 

for 1""'"'8, 
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SECRETARY BABBITT TO ANNOUNCE SPECIAL RULE TO HELP RECOVER THE 
PREBLE'S ~IEADOW JUMPING MOUSE 

,Secreta.ry of the Interior Bruce Babbitt will host a stakeholder meeting in Denver. Colorado. on 
Friday. December 4. to announce a proposed special rule to help recover the Preble's meadow 
jumping mouse, 

The U.S. Fish and WHdlife Servtte listed the Preble's meadow jwnping mouse as a threatened 
species m May, 1998. The special rule. known as a 4(d) rule after a section of the Endangered 
Species Act, is part of an overall conservation and recovery planning process for the species. 

"We are using the flexibility built into the Endangered Species Act to forge new partnerships that. 
ensure a bright future for the Preble's jumping mouse and people on the Front Range," Secretary. 
Babbitt said. "The new rule will serve as a template for local conservation planning. It is an 
excellent example of cooperation in conservation on the Front Range in innovative ways that 
preserve n01 only habitat for threatened wildlife species but the values that drew people to live in 
these spectacular landscapes," 

The State of Colorado and the Interior Department signed a Memorandum of Agreement in 1995 
10 conserve endangered species such as the Preble's meadow jumping mouse and many leoal 
communities in both Colorado and Wyoming already are developing conservation plans. 

The U:S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with the States of Colorado'and Wyoming and 
local governments to develop conservation plans that can be put in place to h<:lp reco~ery of the 
mouse while still allowing some development activities. 

The meeting will begin at 9:30am and will be held in the Arapahoe Ballrooms A & B at the 
Stapleton PltwI Inn, loc.ted at 3333 Quebec Street in Denver. Following the meeting, which is 
opeo to media, Secretary Babbitt will be available for questions from the media in Arapahoe 
Ballroom C al.bouIIO:30am. 

·001· 

Directions l() the slt£from Denver: Tau '~25 to 1~70 east. TaM e:xil178 (Quebec Street). Proceed r~ Mile along 
QueMc Street to r1ut SJapltton Plaza inn (3HJ Quebec Slreet). 

http:Secreta.ry
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BABBITT CONDEMNS SHOOTINGS OF MEXICAN WOL YES 
interior Secretary to Return to Lobo Releast Area in Arizona 

Secreuuy of me (nterior Bruce Babbitt will travel Monday, November 16, to the remote' 
area on the border between :New Mexico and Arizona where 1t Mexican gray wolves were 

, released eartier this year to condemn recent wolf shootings, Bullets have claimed the lives of at 
least two of the wolves, and are the likely cause of death of another two in the paot month. . 

'These wolves had aJready learned to hunt, to provide for their young, and to survive in 
harm.ony with their wild envirorunent.... Babbitt said. "Because of these shootings, it is not only 
lives snuffed out, but the wolves that remain are deprived of important, learned survival 
experience." 

Secretary Babbitt win travel to a remote, mountainous site on the Apache National Forest 
near Alpine, Arizona, at 2:30 p.m. (Mountain Standard Time) on Monday, to discuss the 
importance of the federal. state and private wolf reintroduction partnership and to comment on 
recent wolf shootings. 

Mexican gray wolves, also known as 10bos. were once commonly found in Arizona, New 
Mexico and Texas as well as in Mexko, They were brought to extinction in the United Slates 
,and Mexico as a result of intensive effurts to remove predators during the late 18th and first half 
of the 19th centuries. The 11 wolves released in the ",Ids this year are the fIrst of this distinct 

.. sub.species of wolho be ",·introduced into their natural range. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service has successfully ",·introduced two populations ofanother sub-species ofgray wolf in the 
wilderness of Idaho and in Yellowstone National Park. 

"The future SUl'Vival of these rare Oed beautiful creatures must not be jeopardized by 
bullets and senseless killings," Babbitt said. "We want to work with local communities and 
solv~ th~ crimes. We are committed to the recovery of the Mexican wolf and the gONS of the 
Endangered Species Act." 

Exact directions and road routes to the site can be obtained from the Albuquerque 
Regional Office of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service by contacting Hans Stuart at 5051248·691 i. 

·DOl· 
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INTERIOR SECRETARY TO LAMENT THE PLIGHT OF THE BUMBLE BEE 

Remarks on Importance of Restoration of Natural Aress to Highlight Concerns 
with Dwindling Populalion. of Pomnslon 

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt Vtill speak in Austin. Texas, at 9:00 a,m. on 
Wednesday, September )0, on the importance of cooperative efforts and private/public 
partnerships in restoring conservation areas" open space and wildlife habitat. 

In his remark,. to be made at the L.B.}' Auditorium on the main campus of the University 
ofTexas. Secretary Babbitt will explain hi, concern for the animal, and insects that pollinate. 
wide variety of the foods we eat. as well as most other important and endangered plant'. 
COTMlon pollinators are native b.... butterflies. bats and bummingbirds. 

. 
'ITht.'Se hard-working heroes of nature are not well understood but are clearly in peril in 

relatively recent times," Secretary Babbitt said. ~L05S ofhabitat. poisonings. and fragmentation of 
the plant life on which they depend is reducing the number ofpollinators alarmingly. Their. 
dwindling numbers and even disappearances increasingly threaten the human food supply and the 
essential diversity of natural and agricultural plants.' 

Secretary Babbitt will make his remarks before a group ofconservationists, scientists and 
academics attending a conference of the Society for Ecological Restoration. FoUowing the 
speech and a question and answer ,ession witb conference participants, Secretary Babbitt 
wilt be available for questions from tbe media. Media is welcome to attend his remarks, 
which wiD begin al 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday. 

"It's very appropriate to discuss my concern with poUinators in AUstin, since I know that 
bats have becoine a beloved and unique part of this city's considerable charm," Babbitt said. "I'm 
hopeful that when the public becomes more aware of the threats to these admirable creatures, 
more cities and communities win make efforts to conserve the wild plants and natural places 
essential to the survival of pollinators, whose future is so crucial to our own." 

o POI. 
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Babbitt Says Falcon May Leave 

Endange're<! List 


STONE MOlr.'tl'TAIN: Ga.. Aug, 
f5-11ltcriot St.'Cretary Bruce &h­
bitt rell:!aSl.~ a peregrine Ialcon 
into the \Vild tooay and proposed 
that the hlrd, once nearly wiped 

.out by the pesticide DDT, be re­
moved fr.", the endartgered spe­
cil::i list. . 

"Cod put them ~here. and we 
oJgnt not to recldes.sly destroy the 
;);)tt(~ms of creation.~. said Babbitt 
:mer the freed j'akan twice circled 
Stone Mountain near Atlanta. 

It then headed toward the glass 
lnci l'Ollerete canyons of the dty':3 
dOWTllown. 20 miles away, where 
",ildlue oifitiala f.aid it may have 
bten bom Jl$ part of a captive 
brffiJing program launched atop a 
skySCraper, 

The freed bird entered l:aptivity 
after developing a liver infection 
that rendered It incapable of fiying. 

MAll across the United States. it 
is making a fabulous comeback. 

and my proposal today 15 that we 
<.Ie-list it..""'t'te saM. 'f'ftf!ifVt!'come 
back wonderfully.~ 

Once down to 324 Iuluwn ~ 
Ing pairs across :ionn Arneri~ 
there ate now at !east 1,595 pere­
grine hreeding pait$ in the United 
States and Canada. 

Babbitt's 3noounctmt'nt started 
the dock on a six-month comment 
period -on" the proposal and the 
interior secretary Said he expet'ted 
peregrines to be ..de-lieted'" as aD 

"endangered species ooxt February, 
The- peregrine falcon once 

ranged throughout most of North 
America, from the subarctic fomts 
01 AJasi<a and 0m;Ida. south '" 
Mmoo. nesting in bill diffs from 
wbich it oouid reach spetds of 200 
mph as it dived {or prey. 

The ~which has a slate-gray 
back. buff<olored breast and tear­
drop markings WIder ita eye&­
nearly be<ame extinct during til< 
t!(onomi.c boom afttt World War n. 
..... widespread ... af DDT 
""""" ils eggsIleIls '" """""" tblnand b1-..k during __, 

Studies conducted in Britain on 
the link between DOT and tbln 
eggsIleIls were ~ by U.s. 

Fish and WildUfe Service research­
ers"and ~ bYa~ncy work· 
er Rachel Carson in the 1962 hook 
"Silent Spring: a!ertinI the world 
to the dangers of it"u:ltscriminate 
pesticide use. ' 

The United States listed me 
peregrine !akon as an endangered 
species in 1970. and two years later 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency l>aDned the..,. af DDT.,.", 

~~pe:!!:l:~':=';
part~. ""l!ti'le ... 
",d Babiiitt.said the ..-.iUam bad 
allowai U. species to survive. 
-.. <aid he expected othet 

species. iocluding til< ",Idon "'lIfe. 
soon '" follow til< pmgri... falcon 
in rernowl from the en~g_ 
species list. "" 



Falcon-'s comeback hailed 
Peregrine falcon soars off endangered Ust 

By leffBarker 

The Arizona Republic 

Aug. 25. 1998 


WASHfNGTON • Bruee 

Babbin looked long and hard at 

the flrst peregrine falcon he ever 

saw. soaring over Arizona's 

Marble Canyon in 1968. 


He'didn't know if he'd ever see 

another one. 


Today, Interior Secretary 

Babbitt is set to announce that 

the falcon has climbed far 

enough back from the brink of 

extinction to be removed from 

the rederal list of endangered 

species. 


The peregrine falcon, like thisThe comeback of the swift, 
one in Mesa, often lives inagile raptor has been 
cities.particularly vigorous in 


Arizona. which boasts more 

known breeding pairs - 159 - """ _. . ... .,,,- ­
than any state in the contiguous United States. Alaska has 30t. 

"This is ...a1 milestone in the history of the Endangered 
Species. Act,.n said Babbitt., a former Arizona governor. "We 
spent a long tim. looking at that bird (in 1968) because they 
""'" almost gone." 

Babbitt is """""ted to officially announce the falcons' recovery 
today al • news conference at Stan. Mountain Park near 
Atlanta. The bird's removal from the endangered list will be 
published in the Federal Register, and will be subject to • 
60-dly comment period before taking effect. 

The raptor is believed to be the world', fastest bird. reaching 
speeds of200mph as it hunts its prey, including bats and other 
birds. It neslS on tall cliffs and urban skyscrapers. 

. 
S 
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S$uM:'~ u.s. rt:d! ,a.<t!SWIJ411', h~!u 

"One Memorial Day. I released one of these off the top of the 
Billlk of New York Building above Wall Street," Babbin said. 
"I let that bird go and It headed down Wall Stteet among all of 
those buildings. It's like it was flying through the Grand 
Canyon." 

But the falcon was nearly wiped out during tha late I960s and 
1970. by DDT. a pesticide that also hit the bald eagle and the 
brown pelican especially hard. DDT poisoned the·food chain. 
and caused eggshells to be thin or to break so thaI offspring 
eould not hatch. 

Officially dee!ated endangered in 1970. the pen:grine 
popul.tion reached an all'time low in 1975. when there were 
3:14 known nesting pairs in North America. Its recovery was 
aided when the government banned DDT for most uses in 
1972. 

However, residues of the pesticide are still found in farmland 
nlIloff in some areas of the country. including west Valley 
segments of the Gila River. 

Besides banning DDT. the government also aided the birds' 
"",overy by breeding them in captivity and aggressively 
protecting nest sites in the wild, 

Today. there are •• Ieast 1,214 known breeding pairs in the 
United S-.. and 319 pairs in Canada. The original goal wben 
the peregrine was listed was to reach 631 pairs. 

While it', no' likely. '0 af!l:ei the falcons' revival, the peregrine 
has become something of. political pawn in the nation's 
c8j)ital. . 

Babbitt is using the birds' recovery to increase support for the 
Endangered Species Ae~ whieh is up for renewal in Congress. 
H. says the faleo",,' comeback shows how well the law can 
work. 

But many Republicans have accused the U.S. Fish und 
Wildlife Service of placing specie, on the liS! without regard 
tor eeonomic concerns. 

b. 
OmSf9807:25:14 



••• 

Some of the lawmakers say the law needs to be rev.Tinen to 
better protect private-property rights and to end bureaucratic 
intrusions. They accuse Babbitt of exaggerating the law's 
achievements. 

But Babbitt said Monday that the Western Republicans "just 
will not accept the validity and the success" of the Endangered
Spe<;ies A<>I, . , 

"lncl~dlng" he said. "this bird." , 

JeffB.rkor .an be reached at (202) 662·7264 or at 
jeff.barker@pni.com via e-mail 

The Amona RepubUc
i I Subssdbe C9 The RcpubUIj 
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~ Iillhi.s IS .fte &bblnl'llrlc as 
• }"OIInr m&l1 marc:n.d \\;\h 1.11Ilt"I11l 
LlJJbu KJ..a, tQ Selma; w~o joined 
VISTA. eo help \he peer; ",no as I r. 

Babbitt's back on-top­
ftlrmlJl "ri,ol\.l aI1ertley JrnlBl 
foano hll aaall on I motuler lilt US!. 

SiltlflC In I chllr in (1'"01"\1 01 Ibe 
lireplau .. lIilI Il1fer1or OeplUtlnenl~er a roUghwin~er ._ 
oti'sc. in fcb1'Ulry Ifter • Ip~j'l 

Interior s.c,.tary Brueo Babbitt was in Salmon an Tuesday 
talking I!~out the virtues of prescrtbed natural bums in Ida.!1o. 

. _By H. Jowf Hebert 
TheAnor1Gred prq, : 

WASHINGTON - Interior 
Secretary Bruce Babbitt is baY. 

·~~:~'do~ ~d1ted 
dams, <OIling lor. the promaiOl1 
of ~eriled.~at trout and 
bashing RepubUcms in Con­

'over end..angmd !pecies.
!::'vitalitya!!d~ 
are back.. 

The nigh~ of tb.8 past 
wintu is over. Babbitt says. 
Would anyone guess a special 
prosearror is still nipping at his 
back? . 

Only six months ago, Babbitt 
considered ruigniIlg from the 
job he calls the best he', ever 
hid'because ot·abiWst weekly 
h_·......ODing his hon­

'~ghdi~'~~two~ 
gressioDal COII:1Dlittte:s...a JUlI-' 
bee I>epartmon. !ask fotao anda spadal p""""",,, __ 

od iillega%iims !hal Babbttt 6ad 
rejeded an lndian 'casino ~ 
cause of ~ ciunPaJcn 
contributioN and then lied 
3bout it to Coagress.. 

Babbitt, 50, veheme-.ntly de:. 
nied any IiDk. between the casi­
no decision and polJt1ml contri­
butions. Stlll, a 5J)eCiAl proseru­
tor continues to !oak into the 
maner. 

Eveo. so, the Babbitt brouha­
h. leems io 1I1V1 1Iwni. 111 Imparo. 
IlnCI Imld 00 nard 1Yi~ c.' 
\YTCt\l'd-gJr\,I1IdW~'Ib:m 
on Iht pm;IdenI'J troLmta. 

And Babbitt, a LaAky ~ II 
had!. on In. 01ftnJive. 

"Th, Iyl\l:h mob hIlS I'tdIha a aad 
we're J(linc l'ulI ban DOW," l1li 
beam.d In m irWervi.,... 

JuS! 1\1"0'" Blbbltt ... In 
SlI.Imoft boutin, or '* depInmmI'I
Ach..ftCH ill C08I~.,. wUd.IlnI 
Ihrvup ~I catty. more n&hnl 
meaJ\S. . 
. Recenlly. en lhe IIl.on-ricn 

RCJIUf Ri'lt'rin Onpxl, hllf8bbed' 
Iledlrn.mmu and· whICk'" ,. 
chUllk Qi coenelt 0111 or I ciam 10 
dr.mlnu In Ul'\bitiOUI etforl \'0 .... 
.vent .. 70·.Nr poIky of dUll bWJd. 
inc· 

. A. ("",da" Jatar, 1,.$ ill. WaNrc' 
10lil. be luhd out It contrtdlonll 
RepublicII'II rrr c:uuinI mont"J h. 
had reqLltJled CO( Ind."'IAIi 
spfCitJ j)/"otectloo and public: J.ltad 
putthl_. 

M Inturllre<l Rep.' Sob l.iy. 
1n1"0n. R·L.., ch&lrml1l or lb. 
Houn .... pproprialions CQcmnittee.. 
Io:u.sed 81bl:1itt 01 Mp/&Iyilll Iul ."Ii 
loo,! Wlrll the IKU." 

h wat lUst the kind of tishlSlbbin 
reU,'III - I Inminl etrrnity fran 
the IndJl1l I2.lL/'IC penniI 111.11 Clllsed 
pl"'Jblem latr winter. 

Cabinet's 'ao, Scout' 
Babbitt, I lwloe~ .vl:mnt. 

,ovemor ,nd I DenIocralie n.ndl· 
dill lor ptnidtnl In 19&8 wno al­
mall WIIS a.med fG 11M SUl)fecnl 
CQUM "" yun 1(1:1, ha<! I)""
vI • ...,.o II Ike Bpy SC'ou.L In lh. Clln· 
toa C1bln~. His Iroubln lUI Mnltr 
,tuMtd mends and criti(lllllU. 

!)tQ!t~ar."u named, Babbin WOII' 
dered If It ...·u ","'Owd Ind. 

"I'a"! psychoJopa.lly, nlllllci,lIy 
and pnYllc;a(ly 1Of'.~ hi ~tjd. ""Ho..... 
did ,I COllI.. 10 thi.lltIe: I II.I.IUIIr· 
tcDl1I1'y 01 ~ rea/liard 10 do my 
Job In pilblic bl.r 

He found nimwl.f wllbdn'O¥UlJ, 
MI 01 hU·dwbl ud l\'lJndeMn, 
""hit Ihe cuntrover.y WI.I doin, tQ 
hlslataily. 

"He Wli lower Iha.n • s./lai(e in I 
wacan rut," wid Mkhlll Clwdin. 
his dftdord communicatiol\S. 
Ci~, SchnddtrJ. a lon&!ime 

lrimd, hili be'ft1 witb 8lbbm wh.n 
1M ..., ~ \0 end t btiel pre11' 
d.ntIaI bid • ~Cld. 'CO blclu:n of 
fnbl..upport. Blrllhll disappoint. 
ment wu ncIhLni compllJ'ld 10 this. 

-I'", _r lten IIiIn /'lad to an,..
thin, rit. lb. _y ne ~d 10 tIllS 
lbint wlta tbl calnc," Sehntlders 
mid. 1fe'•• IVY wbo dltrishc, 1"11, 
rep.illltaft mar. IMn an)1bin, tift.• 

HI. pod ILl" an lite n... 
And lUI ttpUlltion .... In leop·

ardy, bul,1Dt 0{ an In~rior Dtpart. 
menl dtdlJcn 011 III Indian cuino 
Ind • 1Mtttn& tMtw.tn two eNd 
m.... 

III JulJ 1995. lboIlnCeriol DeDIl1' 
menl re;ect~ I ...qunt by ihn. 
Chippnv. trIba !'or. cutno III fail· 
In& do( Indl In Hudson. WII.• ,bllul 
180 IDlIn from tnltr rHef"4.II011I. 
TIM dtpVttl:1l1l1: hlil Ippraw:d anly 
one pnYioa ~ lot" If! Ot/·rtltr· 
'lWlion cuIno, lAG lIMn onJ)' .j(b 
Ilft)l'l( leal wppolt. 

~ ..ones I no. lCIano ;;;;;;;;;;; 
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"I've llBVet seen blm 
react 10 auytllIDg else 
the way he rea.ctal to 
this thing with the auQ. 
DO. He'uguy who 
cberiBbes llls repulllllOD 
more than ftIlythlng 
ealt 

OlD tCNlItIIDlllS 
l."".. IINPJf,*,""""',,, .....­
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Babbitt Says 

Cutthroat Is 

Doing Fine 
Secretary caSts Doubt 

On Need for Protection 
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Utah Efforts to Preserve H(J,nnevi 

-

Trout 
BY 8AENT ISF<AELSEN 
THE SAlT LAKE TRIBUNE 

MOUNTAIN DELL CANYON •• From a small plastic tub swanning with. 
half-dozen fishjusl netled in Mountain Dell Creek. a Utah biologist on Saturoay handed 
an eight~inch Bonneville cutthroat to Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt. 

The trout, probably a Republlcan, resisted Babbitt's grasp and leaped into the stream. 
"That's . catch-and~release' by the Interior secretary," quipped Don Duff, a U.S. Forest 

Service fish biologist 
In Utah for the third time in six weeks, Babbitt's latest photo opportunity was to calt 

attention to efforts by the state. the Goshute Indians and the local chapter of Trout 
Unlimited to recover once~dwindiing populations of the Bonneville cuttlrroat. 

While a Colorado environmental group IS trying to force the federal government to 
list the trout,as a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act. state and local 
officials are trying to avoid such a listing through a ., conservation agreement." a 
voluntary effo.rt in effect for nearly three years, 

"[ feel really good about the agreement,'" said Charlie Thompson. regional aquatics 
manager for the Utah Division ofWildtife Resources. "We've got Bonneville cunhroat 
all overthe state. We feel they're coming back.1t 

Thompson's remarks, echoed by Kathleen Clarke, .cting director of the Utah 
Department of Natural Resources. were meant to persuade Babbitt not to grant federal 
threatened or endangered status to the Bonneville cutthroat. 

The federal act often carries with it onerous restrictions. 
The status of the BonneviHe cutthroat, Utah's state fish. is being revi.ewed by the U,S, 

fish and Wildlife Service in response to a recent petition filed by the Biodiversity Legal 
Foundation in Bouldert Colo. 

But, if Babbittts rave review of what he saw Saturday is any indication. the petition 
eould be in trouble. 

"We need more restoration partners like this." Babbitt said to participants in the 
conservatiJ)n agreement "You're onto something powerful here. I want to bottle you up 
and take you allover the West. saying. 'This is how they do it in Utah,' " 

Saturday's stop in Utah was part of Babbitt's' 'Bring Back the !'iatives" campaign, in 
which he is promoting pro--active efforts to restore and protect some 20 subspecies of 
cutthroat around the West 
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Interior Secrelary e..... BobbIIt, left. _ s.bbm coiled • plan to protect tho giant gar­
-. ""9_ .-.on Lujan ..,., ""'"' Lujan. I... .-e.good_eol_ betw..., 

~__lfeprol""ion.10. ....if. touri"lllhe N_....... Mondor. 


Babbitt: $1 million from developers

c...___ 81 

w~ in Natomaa, The eomer~ 
vanq'$ nm purchase - ... mini~ 
mum of 400 acrt8 of habilAt ­
h~n\ been identifi~ either. 

"'If these om few .......a .9\lgI' 
gf!ti\ what's ,oing to happtcn." 
said Bill YHte8. attot1'ley rOT lJ. 

ccalitit:m Gf IiInvlnnmentalists. 
'"then thm eritter'$ don't MV1t 
much ch.a.noe," 

Terry Mo"m. special projectl 
:nan~ (er the r:it)'. said the 
City Coundl shw1d have. corr 
""",..cy __ by July. 

The habitat eon"".ation. 
plan. fiYeyearaUt the m.a.k.in& is 
p&rmitted under a 1982 al!lefld.. 
ment .to the U.s. Endangered
Species Act. Sw:h plan. _ bo­
corne popular under in. CJ.iJ:Utm 
ad:alnilltT4th:>n. with 190 apo 
prov<d bet""'"' 1m and 1996 
and hundr~ds lUore in the 
_ks. 

The Natornas plan it the [int 
in Sacramsoto County. 

'"In Sacra.mentO. we dOh'!; haw' 
r~Il$On5 not to build ev.ry. 
whe~.'" s.a.id City Councilwoman 
Heather fargu. "W~ don't ha~ 
canyons. mDU1ltatne. Or the bay. 

We're creating a " 

model for how it is we 

can re.:onciJe 
protection of 
agriculture, 

development and 
protection of God's 

ereations. 

BN¢e Babbitt " 
IntttWrl~ 

But if ~ don't !iIrt uide some 
open spate itt this etmununity, 
we are goinf to be so SO"'"l,'" 

Last month.. the Sierra Club. 
Mount&ln Lion Foundation. Au· 
dubon Society and other envi· 
ronmental PVUP8 ,ued the state 
Department of Fish !lnd Gaml. 

AlJUine' that it CaUe:i to dYe ad~ 
equate.study or public notice be-
font it approved th. Notomas 
plan. 

MOR r~cently, environ men· 
talistf tai,ed an alarm about 
trft.c'.lttini and ehann«l widen-
in, in Natol'l'iU that they 5&y 
have disturbed Swainson'll 
hawka and killed giUit prtet 
snaklJl5. The city is el)lar/ilini 
Natomas di'tChes to handle tbt'! 
inet'U5ed runoff .~ed from 
urban deveJopmant.. . 

Oavld Zezutak. a fish and. 
Game hlo'ogitt. said. he Cit­
ted contractol"l to cut own" 
...iIlow trtt where: a pair of 
S...mson'. na"'-k,s appeared to 
be ~ -read)' to n.est, Th. 
tl"te had to be cut r'iard.l~. he 
said, and so it Wa$ bett~r to reo 
move it bef'cre th. pall' actually 
nested. The pall' fventuaUy 
nested in a !lUl'by tn!e, h~ ~aid_ 

The more important ~oll'l.t. 
said Yeates. is t~ilt the Natomas 
habitat eonservatior. plan is lag­
arine behind dc\,q1opment. 

'"This is .a new thi.D.g, ~ he sUd. 
"It ulkes a lot ortruJit:' 

," 
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Babbl'tt- C'"Te. 
~1.0 

Pian lI-.n. Pare 
W 

. e
Endang red 

Specl'es List 

Pro'-ted StatusLt.t,.., 

Aided Recoveries 
ByJOI'CWAlUUC1: " 
1J'a.t~ f'fm SJGfflVrmr 

TR[ "".,,""',. POST 
• Iyaft"tb<ybeamo-'

But __ npidJy """"­

",<I under r.dml prntoctioo. and 
Babbitt argued that tb<y!hould be 
removed from the 1iat to free up
fund> {or otherprnjo<ts. . 

'The!'e'u,••llin...vinp..." 
you get these cre:at11n! oft the list... 
h. said in, bridillgwith ~"" 
'"The fedmllDOllltoD can pad< up 
andgobomo." 

Tht 29 spedeo clt<d by ­have made sotid teCOftrics and. 

Back From the Brink . 
Once thrraterwJ wiik extinc­

tian. these ani1MU and 

pla.ts 1m! top C<I1Ididatttfor . 
_ I {rqm tIu! gov, 

""....." "endatogmd"list: 
bid up.: TM national symbol's nu~~ 


have increased tenfold since the 

1960sand are now growtng at ill rate 

otl0~nteach~. 

Gray walt: £:I!peeted to' be taken off 1m 

soon in western Great Lakes, and in 2002 

in Rocky Mountains, 


,....rlne falcon: Po(>W.tioft in<:reased 
, Mhf restrictions on DOT and: 

release of falcons reared in 

c:aptlvity. Expected to be 

takl!" off Utt this yu:r, 
CoIu___....... 


Reeoventd from a !)Opt.dation of onty 
500 ___..... be """""'" 

from list in some region!/: next war. 

AtutIan C........: limited to a 


single island in 1967. the goose has 

thriYed ~use of restrictions on 

huntmg and protections fOr its CalifOrnia 

wintering grounds. 


1111111'" _ fIJI......- After 
development:, pollution and pests damaged 
tOfest habitat. POQUlation hits bounced back. 
Service pians to reclassify as threatened. 

0tIMw ~ Three piants-Robbin's 
cinquefoil. Missouri bladder-pod and Nnl'llttg . 
buffalo elOYer-will !ikety be t«;lassified, Four . 
pJant and animal species in the Moia'te Desert'S' 
Mt:.oows Natfonal Wikilife Refuge might be 
taken off list, 

would top the listofere3bJJ'e$ iolit 
de<1.ated IuIly ""'mod "'~ 
to a ~ive status follow­
ing a I'Mt\:t.bs-toog proetSa of for­
oWrev1N'. 

Some of the f«GYenes ha~ 
heeD widely ehrotUded. Beth the 
per~ falcon and the bal..d eagle 
were pushed to the brink of ertin(:· 
tion by the use of DDT and other 
~ that caused reproduc­
tion rates. to phumntt. Today, 
there are I'IKlfe than 1.500 ntsting 
pain of faIroc5-inciuding at least 
(,l1lt ill downtown W.ashington­
aM Ill< bald ea&I< -"'ti<>n i. 
~g at a tate of about 10 
petet'llt a )'l!3f. Bald eagles ~ ,ed.us;lied _ oIIiclaIIy" _ 

gmd""'_-in!995.
While Ill< two __ be­

"""" symbols of the """"<tY"~ 
tort. Babbitt's listofSU«eSSstorie$ 
alao_tewr-known_ 
and ....... that b. calls "just as 

~significan~ , , , f don't 
Ii:nowwbat. __er.pod 
1$ h!t rm pIeMed thatit's ready for 
consideratioo.· be saJ.d of the mid- . 
-plant. 
N_ 01 Babbitt', _ "'" 

gtnmlIy wtieomed by ......... 
'mmtollsts. who said the propooed 
"dHistiogs'" Wft'e a viDdi~tioo of 
the ~ SP<cies· A<I. 
"'l'bese spe:cies are genuine IUCCeM 

_" said ~ I!. Wil, 
liams, polley anaIyot for: the World 
WiIdHle Fund. 

But _ saw· the timing 01 
Babbitt's ~ as poii.ti­
at cotnieg as ~ is weigh. 
ing competiog proposals for f~ 
forming the act. _ .,.piled in 
1992, s... IlIr!t Kemptbome (R­
Idaho), ""thor 01 ... 01 the .biIl5. 

noted that "'" """"""" spedeoon llahbitt'. list "did1!1 all -" 
that point toa<thet." 

"F'"" ,..... ago poopIe """ 
saying Irs"" '" d..u.t the bald 
eagle,' ~ _ "This 
underscou3 the fact that there is 
no m«hanism in place for scientif~ 
ic~" 

.... 
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BABSm ANJliOIDiCES NEW POLICY. PLANS TO"DELIST" ENDANGERED SPECIES 
New Emphasis and actions c",,1tt change terms of ESA reauthorization debate 

GILt. MASSACHUSETTS .,VVith • backdrop of two nesting bald eagles r.ising their 
three week old chick, Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt announced a seemingly minor new policy 
with major implications: The Administration wili make it a priority during the next couple of 
years, to propoSe delisting or downlisting close to two dozen endangered speci.s that are healthy 
and thriving once again. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Se",ice signed the pelicy. which sets Inmation the legal 
process of moving roughly tWO dozen species, including bald eagles. either off the Endangered. 
Species Act "list" or ta the less critical "threatened" category during the next cauple of years. 
Removing recovered species from the list enables officials to redirect funds and rn.anpower to 
species with greater needs, . 

"Our new pelicy, to emphasize delisting. could alter the terms of debate over the future 
of the landmark 1973 conservation law," said Babbitt. "For we can now ftnally prove one thing 
conclu.ively: The Eodangered Specie, ACll!!l2!!;l. Period.' 

Critics of the Act often claim !.hat once a species is placed on the Hst. it stays there 
forever, Citing that as evidence that the Act is ineffective and should be weaken~ or even, 
repealed. With futu... deiisrings, their argumetu hecomes moot. 

Bald eagles. initialJy declared an endangered species in 1967. recovered to the peint thai 
they w.... upgntded to threatened status three years .go. Today. mo... than 5,000 nesting pairs 
of bald eaglelt live in the lower 48 stateS. . 

"In tile near future," said Babbitt. "many species will be flying. splashing and leaping 
. off the liS!. They made it. They are graduating. They'r. coming back to their native American 

soil. water and wind... 

Adding species in need of the Act's proteCtions to the list remains. high priority for the 
Serviee. particularly any species facing high immediate risks that ...quire emergenCy listing. 
Curr.ntly. 1.135 species (466 animals and 669 plants) are on the ESA List. Under this 
Administration. the ~ervice has placed an average of 85 species on the list each year. 

, 
'. 
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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY OF THE INTERlOR BR{;CE BABBITT ON THE 

COURT OF APPEALS DECISION REGARDING WOLF REINTRODUCTION 


ram very pleased that a federal court of appeals has given a ringing endorsement to our 
wolfreintroduo:tion program in Yellowston. National Park and central Idaho. Th«ourt clearly 
agreed tltat tlt. U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service's reintroduction program is fully consistent witlt tlte 
Endangered Species Act, and expressly disapproved the reasoning of a Wyoming district court 
Utat had struCk down tlte program. The Wyoming decision, which has been stayed pending 
appeal, is no,":, before another federal court of appeals in Denver 

Wolf reintroduction 1s a powerful demonstration of this Nation's commitment to 
protecting and restoring e_ndangered species. Tuesday's decision is a welcome vindication ofour 
efforts to preserve this magnificent species 

~: The court decision, from the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco, resulted in 
upholding the conviction of. man prosecuted for unlawfully shooting on. of tlte wolves 
reintroduced into Yellowstone National Park.] 
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TItt "U."""" P<m 
I 9 "Low-TeCh" Effort Aims to Return APR 

Massive Trout to Nevada Waters 
By Lou CANSON 


>f,et:lo1 to Tht iashmg:Cfl Past 


Interior Setrewy Bruce Babbitt 
joined leaders of the Paiute tribe 
and Trout Unlimited today in plac­
ing novel fish incubators alongside 
the swittly 6ow;ng Truckee River 
in the first step of an eti()rt to 
restore giant I:I'Opby troot to a 
degraded lake and tiver system. 

~I have the vision that in my 
lifetime Lahontan cutthroat trout 
will swim fro.. Pyr.mUd uu.. up 
w Truckee and ,... w bright 
lights of Reno on thtirwayto ~ 
Tahoe: Babbitt said. 

The Truckeot (lows mo~ than 
100 ..il« from Tahoe in the hip 
Sierra to Pyramid Lake in an arid 

. desert 35 miles north of Reno. 
Pyramid 1.ake was once bome to 

monster Lahontan cutthroat trout 
that ",,1gb.. from 40 to <SO 
pourtdt. BaIlbitt caught. -planted" 
Lahontan trout weighing about' 
fi.. j>OIllld$ from the lake lOOaY 
and presented it to Mm'Vin Wright 
Jr.• chairman of the Pyramid Lab 
1'1tiu.. Tribol Council. . 

Later Babbitt. Wright and Matt 
Holford. chairman of the NMda 
Council of Trout UnlinUted.joined 
in pkK;ing the first of two stream­
side incubators aloag the Truckee. 
HoKord said u...,. ..... the "ukj. 
mate in tow-tecb i:naJba1:ioa,.• 'I"be 
incubalt)t$ art: notIli.ng' Qm1!! thaD 
CJIJlIOU.Ilaged old ~ In", 
whicb plastic boxes I!oIdIn« _ 
eggs will be pia<td. Water _ 
through w reftige,_. and w 
hatched fish swim into the river, 

Wright said restoration of the 
giant trout, upon wlUch W Paiute 
have long depended as a principal 
source of food. would be crucial for 
his people, 

"(t's a gmt day that we ate 
actually trying to restore the native 
trout ai!<T ulkingso long about 

doing it," Wright said. The effort 
to restore the Lahontan cutthroat 
trout is the latest and one of the 
mt)$t dramatic steps in a campaign 
launched by Babbitt last year to 
•bring back the natives." meaning 
a variety of native western rlSh at 
the blink of extioctioo. 

Each. of the incubatDrs planttd 
along tht" river today wiU be filled 
in mid-May with 90.000 fish egg'$ 
from a Paiute hatchery. A similat 
effort with other 1L1.tive fish in 
Wyoming proollced a 90 pem:nt 
~ rate. HoUord said. The 
spcmaon of the _ prOject 
hope w Lal!ootan .-will ..tell 
and _ biologically imprinted 
with tho Truclr.. Rm!r. They 

. would _ !Ijla"" tluw;Iboof. w· 
river. perhaps ....uualIy al>o .... 
turoiDi to uu.. Tahoe. Fish that 
are raised in. hatcheriet and them 
put in a lake or lItream rarely leave 
the area in which they have hem 
piacod. • 

-Welmow thi& _In the0­
ry. Now we haw to set if it works 
in the Trur:keo: said _ Ul!­
lin ofthe '!!IIand Wildlife Setvir:<. 

Babbitt has compared the La· 
OOnUin fntoration attempt with 
the controv«siaJ campaign to 
bring back the woif to Yellow­
stone. 

Both __ been ""POP­
ulai with rancher>-the wo~ be­
cau!e it is a prewmed livestOCk 
predator. and the trout because 
some Carmen fear they wiD be 
deprlvedofiniptionwam, ~ 
farmen in the- Fallon area ea&t of 
here dld not object to instaUation 
of the strHtnside incui.larors, they 
have made it known that they will 
oppose any effort! to r«luce their 
wat« rights Of remove darns on 
tho Trur:keo RiwT. CwrenUy. how· 
t!vt!t. a series of wet yean in 
nottbmt Nevada and agreement 
..,.", -' agenci... w 
tribal C<lUJIr:il and fmn<n bra­
kOffil by Sen. Ham M. Reid (0­
Nev.) havt"brOIJgbt a truce to the. 
water wars that often plagued this 
arid state. Babbitt said in an inter: 
~ew that ironing out the· final 
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Spring Mountains 
to be safe haven 
for-rare species 
By "''''' M....tqC from keeping rart: !lpecies off the en. 
LAS vEG.lS S\,;N daniered li~t, Sl:f.bbitt ~aid. referring 

Fadera1 and lIta~ ofl1<:ials ~l'fJ 11l(~ to· reforms Ptl!:fldenl Clinton insti­
pec:teil to ink it landmark. compreben~ tuted to prc~rvc $ptecies in 1993. 
~lve sgnlement'today that protects 68 Most .conservation D.~eements .safe. 
fafe and endanln~ species itJ the guard a ~ingl.e speciel!l, Babbitt !aid. 
Spring Mountams wut ofL;.t:j Vf:!gas. Of aU the plants and animals PTa­

mn Spnnl Mountain \:ml¥t!tv&tioa. tcctcd in tnl" Spnng Mountains, 25 ~ 
Pllln is the fint of It.'l kind in the nl1~ found MWhete f!1~ in the world. 
tHin. [ntenof SecretarY Bruce Babbitt For Reid. it was the C:1pl1tone llf 
!'ilUd. . years o~ work to preserve the Spring 

"We are teamlng to m~kc thr: En~ ~ounl<ii!lS. . 
11mg'f!red Species Act wrrt'1c:: in Nee< ",.\j ::ollmeo1'le wh~ 8'reW' up in the de­
vauli,'" he $aid, :tert .lown In Searchlight. I remember 

"'The same beauty Wld di..ersity being lUruUed. by the alpine iJCeDI!t')' 

tnat malu: tM. JtiCtraordin.a.ry habitat th~ tint tim~ I w~llt to the Sprittg 
a 'Great 8n~in Galap.q:ua' attract Muunt.ain.... Reiii ~d_ "'Today'.t ehil. 
thousands of vnitof'l ~ath w«W!k. Our <iron growing up in Las Vei;.4Jj ~ tn 
r\e'JipGn.H 15 not to n!strict lltctHltI to the· hAve rhc _arne opport~rntr to uperi­
Spring MoWlta.i.r1.s. but to ~:ate a (>nC'e th~ mountalna that had. With 
MId. lnntlvauve 901:uUoD caned a con-- the record ifOWth •• ~.~neint 
1ervation agreement." in Uie valley, it is mtiral that ... e ail 

Sen, He..rry Reid. D-N.v., Wilt work togetber to pre5eI'Ve and protect. 
:lcheduled to join Babbitt ond ~ Nevada', special piatel like Red RoI:k. 
sentau"'9 of the U.S. Department of the Sprinr Mountain. ~tiQf\ 
NrricuJ.tl.lt1t. U.S. Fish aad Wildlife Area and Mount Charleston. 
Service. the Spring Mountain Natural --rM hillitcric signins of this eoMe1'~
COn..1lervanotl Aua and the Nevada varion ~ment mara the ~xt step
De-pattment of Conservation and Nat­ in the prOC04 to improve our quality
ural Retfourcea tlt the Mount Charie,. of life ill. Southern Nevada."
tOrt Hotel. 

SW:.et.!SI of the acreemilHlt comet. 

In add;t'ion (0 providinl a' invited tn thp ~~mony ;!t the• Babbitt haven for Tare. and sensitive gateway to the SPrlnl Mmm-
CONTINUED FROM lA cnoaW.rl'tt, th.e Spring Moun~ taiM. "'. 

tairut ofl'er Lu Vegas r-esiclenu Some of the .llJH!'tles saved m­
and vilJiton an alpine world fo.. clu~ thf!: Sha&ta blue butterfly. 
feCTeat.lOn 36 rruitt from down- the Palmers chipmunk and the 
town. ,aid Bub Williams. Geld phmt C1Quy', eQ,Yetch.. 
,upervilklr of the U.S. Fi.h .and Oru:e Con"iTe:~ fi]'Uihue the 
Wildlife SeMel! in Reno.. 8ll1'"meDt. It Wlll beco~ p~t\ 

of Clort COWlty'" multtspetletl 
plan under d~lupment w 
prn~ up to Jo\3 pll:Ulu. tint·' 
mab. iDH<'tA. birds, "eh and 
n:ptilee in the Las Vegas Vt\l. 
ley, WiUi.amt said. 

Pete MntTmt, director of the 
Nevada Department oj Conser.. 
vation lind Natural Rt:su\JJ'ct'!tI. 
PUill6d the work between ageTl' 
des. . 

"I think it's a. Cl\~ ..... here ev· 
~tybody h~1l (nund cOl'llmon 
arnund." :"'otOm'l' "';.1.~, 
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rr.C:Clnr::ilt'.s protectJu.o and \leveinp. 
ment and tci)oomn: ilISII~s:' 

Bitt it's too II~ rot' SaubiLL'$ .P­
proaen. $<tJd Neil Levint!, itO i!'(tor. 
MY with E.,t thl",..., wllieh r'lll'e­
lena tbe: B1Cdivf!rslty Lll'gal
FowdlUun. 

"If in r.cllHu '*tIr~ ",non., 10 
jIl'Ule<:t the moue. live I'll" si.: ye4ts 
",0, then you eould lint 'RaUen 
.bead of tk train .ttlU taken SIt!}I:' 
ble' IhuI to ~ wollldln be in Lhe 
JKl.'itlol'l we'rt La t6d",y," Lniu:> 
s.ale!. "TM, SOrt ol IHh·h"ur at. 
tempt to elrt'\lmvtmt the ltstlnl U: 
nol.a~tabh! utldtr the Ii"." 

1'he twnOatiun, .bleb 'IMl • ~ 
sal baWl:! to b.ave the IYlIX .dded to 
tiltt ~d.allg~~d 5~!C:S: fbt, hns 
~id il will file a lawllult 1! t.he .,1St1 
;mQ WlldHIe Setvice ref~ to list 
tIM: mOQSt, 

Babbitt may in '{ac:t ....ant to pro­
leet t.h@ meuse, bul u's 'OLDf 
about It the WfQll' "'1:11, Levine ..w. 

"His eMI ia ttl ~void lh. llitin@" . 
letU!l:8 certain )tdehollleN to. 
letbt.r to agree to do cert.1;n 
lhinp. Our ~ with (h.oJq it that 
"'.,1) thcl'''f(S no cn{or«alriltty, 

, tbut'"' no aCI:vunUbiBty, Only 
thrwaa tbe listinc do you ret thal" 

't'here at.. ways tt;! W(lrk 'o1'lthin 
tnt End.llllm!4 Spteles Act to ;1(:­
t'OlftlTlod.1~ 4t~tnpmcnl .uld pro­
tect Ule tOl.Nft, Levine $lIltlL 
~ $l\OUld be a wortabIP. ~ 

hltioo here..H b. sald. ,. 
. Babbitt, wbo's huMi toe criti­
cism ~fn"'. ulJ tAl; but way'to 
Pl'l)tect the richl, of ~ople MId 
Wildli/e i.s !.hmtib ('Omprom~ AIIO 
Consentt.il. . j .. 
. "Wb~~m, crith-, m~y Py, it 

'remailll my pcIISitloft that that's tbe 
lIell way to do it." 

MMt Edrf,'s' t!-mJiJ addf1"..~ -.~ 
.",,#rktddy@.oi,cnm 

http:Consentt.il
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;afe Harbors' plan will help save endangered 

.\.t;J"l' 'H~~I:y 'H~H!d ,n

'" 'fHJt ( UUtrT Chlf,*~KlIl lit' tn.J" ..~ a lj-l(tw,;llt 

~,~k. f'.f"~ the ~ild Ik,u', ;r":~III'~·. pl;",. lOll w,1l {:II':;I~ woodpeckers
" Itdt'l'li1iy p.Vle<:!ed ,4.11- ~. r, ~f: Pfh~:~ ~.lbit~! ,«( 'hf 
:i 'J"'(o" Slnee )913, nUhi III bir'tl'l le~t'7, 
" dll·,rG"'~h pln~ /¢fimt illd Th~ i",t"'",~ rtOI",It\ <\ ~1I'~d 
; in IN- ,~ mUI l:m1:H!r,rtrn, ~·S.(e tWllgn;' 11! limply S<>",!~, 
,1.l~ iog,.:! ,lIwu i./'I.'""e:'1u. 
h~ NOl'lt,'"'tll ~r,e:! ~...>i' 

;~e. 

"n :SQ\lrMl.St~f1Il"d'(;1Xk~J~ 
-i11e1!ker" 
htl'~ "glll_ T~u r.lU, 1)1)1;11; 
·",tilt $o~lI:" C.'oIIM) !'lil"'" 
q~,("II)' J>«1Iim" tlle olll.Anuri· 
pOll~r c"liu 41 :'1e n~w 

f"'~J'fd Sp«ie'l' M't 

\lhy? a-~.u..I. tlndN Jdmhi,., 
ice ,.durnll. lnal li.' .! lwlfri!'llf 
pk brln. '>.ck ",ooG~.tktn 
p"".<,e _dll)tl, 01\ i.tIdultkI 
~IU, :)!'l 'Ill! ~<)'HUi, tWII 311 
;\IIY tot)n_ TMh .II/)lbu-s 
,~ iltlbil~ltd U\(I ;wt 1\0'" 
fU~I~g, MeJ·w;Ml~. !tl.t It! 
'''''I ~1U11, un!u! h;on;I\!. 
'thpm• ..,l _Md 110.1)\ ump I!I' 
,iN-.W wi\Ml.ii "";SSUI' 1\ n.:l>l, 
.hol'f, lh. w"<J4p.tJl.fr p'IOVU 
I lM~ 11M 11 ",,,rut_ 
•Vl\.otrl owls onet al"I~lfd. 
eflp,eli.~H n:h'l' 1I.,le. 

.)iJ;'>..-Mrt. "",'dUI!! lIl,,;:bth, lim· 
'~n',psnl". ~nvi'V"lMtnllhm 
j I T;-l11piy I'!wn~ Iro,", l>If{»llll 

,= lw~p'ul;(y (',,1eIMlltIi to n1)1.~r 
",_rs of G<;d'\ ,:ruticn. v,,1I.',ht 
(..~ ;tl",~epl ....u otletu.d. {\<'tt ,Ao 

rh~ Cn'.)hl'\H 1<1 M~II> lhl "*44 
p~CAH> .i.-f••hrborl II npj41! 
b~tng .a.&:pl..u 11.11 toCr<'I!i ItI~ (0..... · 
,~ 

A'ld 101 11'~t' wheft n "'It out 
(If Hi nu~ lit pr""l<t ?NP~rl~. 
&11{1pll"II:1 wMI Sdt H~tb\lf! i! 
.1. _tlN'L Silly yo,,'rt ~ ",mldkll 
(I",'",r ",ill: It 'C,iltt~, ~O.)'.iK,ohl 
\rU hI"" Whtt' )'fIQr trtU ""t 
nui,ae, 1~4 lit! tluuktl il rlgh1, 

ym! "J~ 10 h.Nt" Ihtm ¢fI yrwr 

\:lnG'" lin.an.::e .~lrtmtnL \'011. 

ilf~ 4';r,1 10 tcnHI): b.(4"'o~d 

tl'l'OWlh !NillIgh nr~fl.:1 Pf'fl$(f~ 

1f\.i(1\~.md llifw.,(r~w ,"'In, }l\f;A, 

ptrt>If4....ild ~ ~O;'lti~ Cl.blll 


AI • ~:~wU4 oj trnrt"n. \,VIl 
,l,o WI"'! fl' MIl' rnJoft ~rd~{l, 
~Ie.d I~l*" . 

&'Jl .~ (jfilftJ;or Cll~ "'lrllr6 
Ihill .llru"il\C eMln••,Ni :.lIlS\1 
l~ yli..1 .U",. """,.1(1 '1<,'<'K ,1 >I:>: 
a~<l !lhlt '~\(d. brlt~' he1.'ftSI, lUI, 
~~(o~ '( i IQllllilf, 
• I;lSIU1t, now, rOil ...-Il In.~ S.:::, 
Dt1»I1mtni 01 f'IIllul't! RIII!cure~l, 
"Ilrirn t'lrtlill Y01l i". • W\hllM,Ity 

~ent Al \o"{ U ~ ""'"~' 
imp_ YO\lr lilnoj as ",bI!"!. MW 
at'M ({;I,cock.cled _4prdtm 
111>]11, PI"! \1, )'o~ "'<)11 t .e r~jd 
'(1I1ity rapo"tlhlt tor 1,'1.m. Yo~ 
'.clopl" ,lIem, b ... ttmy t>rlPO'U'.· 
\>"' You no IlIIn I~', «",lop 
~r ",~f~ III. lo'ld Ii yO<J nl tlf. 
1'1 Vll ~:n, )'(N'II bl! Mlf&CIlt.. 
l~f'\e 'ilK,". h>ck 31 wid Ivr«j 
lnd I;II.d, IUlt }O\ll' !\.!lllf" b1,lJ'\\· 
i~1 •.~".Jj. 

5QUI'IO (,Ir? FIDu. $ll\If_ CloT• 
.:11M !.:.nd(lIYIUft thmll M):, Thl, 
fIn,. ~ al'\ c!de.rly 1J.l!y "'r~Q. is 
:»IunlllJ \0 1'111 tip Atll ea'flf>(" 
.:01\ lltt p~ (w(Iodp~.t m 
"II) pCl)pl~·tl;.ft(l!)'I. to Nllrll»it 
.so~Ih«11 !t."'~ "'hich II.. 1M 
lilllUI "Aq-w~ pup~I'tj(Ul ~f 
wI)Q4f!Hllt" nn pro..-"'. I.~. 10 
Wfn'la(;!'l" pr,t*nt, ....IM:! lltlp~d 
tOtlf :,.• .1.,tU",.Al ind !I~.. 
r..::rultt!d ,l)dhrldll&l ~ -I)' 
tl'1lojHI part efill. lol\lhQa. 

50 tn, lOll. }I.'bot! hn­

'Ilrol!ed .udy as.O()O KIU 11"" ,..... '"0"'11\ pint IMt~U en til. 
It3 IfOupt \1l1lf\ffinj 01 re4ro<:~' (W,l;lIfN. A ltn.ei,r N,uld rolf' 
_fled w¢O;p<t(KI''' en pri"'U flGm lAt C;tf'OlUII T:id:t'W"'" (In, 
IINi. T~'t', -m:1Ih!y, t"Urd 01 III \0 BiC: 11\;nltl i. E~1i T~Ul .h.d, 
'-''''If.llic.~lIf" '''' I'" slat., No IIIGM· 
der II!t :><~tf S<,IO.IMtUttn sa:n 
If. h~IM" illg S<>'-'ll< Clito!ina'f 
1.1tC. 

/lJm_1I1~ U.S. filh IiI1d Wiidhf. 
S,!'V1t'1! il (,,, ... ~t"'i"" ,,'111\ tht 
lQle to 4",~bp ~l ~o~s~"'" 
,lOll pbnm for 1101.1><4 I"O'!I)' of 
"'<WdP~:;~.II, Unt1t<' t'W:w. il Y<l1O 
tliH!lI11r )\"1;'Aile "'oocpUktfl (11\ 
,;)lIr 11M, ,OV r~ctifl 11')(1!M!W 
(I~diu Thos. trtclilt eOl.inl 
ICw;ml ,'lll1ll }I1'" ICj.lly h1l:YeM 
\11. tre~. lilt' $141:« '1)4 je\itt1l! 
tl.o!0\l:I\!f If1M:'tr litt ~ird.t 10 • 
..Hunll. ';1." Of ?rwt!~ 10n:11 
",hc~ jo l)tftf ... tlodp«Ur pt.?Io" 
1;jt;Cn n ;llrtlt!y Ill''''in" , 

Hi' 1!ruI..Jt1 eo:! Sp('(!on At> it 
sclleGu!t/l 10 iI~ ~.y!Jfllt\JlfG (lill 
Yi'u, if Con!,". wr,ln 1M.. 
Itet-1'Il l4mil"..1SIUIlMo ".fonf\t 11140 
Irtf """. wc,,::upukfrl Ind 
U.I!OW'I'Ietl wIll (OUP the bene/ell. 
IWt !bc" l.h~ ;l~1 mil)' l~ itS f'#frl 
/..Irtttet". II IN.:'' lull' reeenuct ~l 
\;:. ot:T;»on l(! It.! the IItll.ll"ll Mfo 
itajl:t: ;n!r .1l't(:ft(OR Jaw. Ylhlll ­
OU!JJiy u~Td,u;l IlI.Y ft! III' 
lenonl!. 

At Iht !\lrn c( 'hf ttAIIU),. lb. 
SQVH' wu ~<lVfrfd by It., ,tUl.. ,t 

ed :''1 Ill. ,rul n~liv. QiAU ~ 
IOIl,lui. Iq1.l'oB)".•l\o-tW"t 1:'!1i 
11,,1'1 _ .11•••11," ....:.. Nyt WQJld 
III' \:I. lon~j~, t.¥ jt!f t.!If~ fill,.. 
""11$ nll4d wilh nIt :l.l:i.("U(O ,od 
!I,la (:If tl!~ ....~...dplfti<ft. 

Bu! .)-." Ille 1il'f'b1!f bH;)'" 
fu~d Ih. ~lndJulM. ltittd \oil' 
IIll),,&I. Q(wIt. nHoVt ... lldlirt !~ 
Mit Ulil'lfti9A- Only tnt t.dIO· 
Jtrtd Spc~l~ AC1 noM! ,1'\ ',~a

."
NClI><. IIndcr Illt.. if<Ctl\'iu1,. 

,...,,;:;m "'•• Ih .. ad 11111 jill' 11> pl:Jo­
t¢tt, !I'll lO kll'! (haU \;)t!) 1m.· 
me~j, ~1 !ht lornl monk hldt 
(optiIft, Tor«u.id. 

As ...... ~ I__n r(stll.-e 
.ht ",,~o~k", It.e wao-dfllClo.ef 
11'1 lVf1l ~clP1 '101 fni:oft l~ 10.Al' 
lut pbw lorest 10 ill (()1"!IW' ~(II • 
IlUJ IJNI Cl'.l'ICMlr tQl' ''lnt!faI<OM 
foUl-· 

To (mel ~Ili "IlO(~ I~'" HIt pr3' 
rr1m, torrtm lhe S C;. :>epanm~oi 
or I'hIUf•• Ru~url'". Sudl'hlh 
lkl;uf(l'Iln4 t¢'I*UH~. C<I)!ff. 
""0, '(Ill: 2.32'3." C~I"mbi~, S C. 
lSlH (It utI (800) ~ 1'9·9$4,S, 

MI, ~'" ~ ,~tl'<'I~fl fif t~~ U::i. 
~'I,,,,,"' of iN "11',..t~r. 

http:wao-dfllClo.ef
http:Tor�u.id
http:WdP~:;~.II
http:1f\.i(1\~.md
http:w"<J4p.tJl.fr
http:wi\Ml.ii
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States 'must· get moving on 
. salmon· plans 

By BRUCE BABlInT Five yean ago CalifOrnia quietly p.issed 
~tton th.:!.t Cca JUSt that, It's time for 
Oregon and Washington to take note. for 
that law - creating the N'atural Communi. 
de;; Consf!rw:tion Pmnm - has OOgt;!l'to 
bear teal f'rult in O~ and San Diego
Countles. 

L.lke the WUlamette Valley or .Puget 
SoWld. Southern Cali.fwnjl', explosive 
growth wa.8 pushJ.na one of that region's 
natiVf$- towardJ ati.Iletton. A blrd called 
the gnateatcher inba:llU.$ the last remaining 
undeveloped. ooutal zone south of Las An. 
ples, To protect it we faced a, powerf',u.
bllll_ I'<l4I _Ie mdustn', ..._ 
~cnal recession. a county bankruptcy, 
and opponents who pred1cted the Enda.n,. 
aered Species Act would deraij any et'Qnom~
Ie _ In !be region. 

Instead. the act hannon1zed growth and 
conservation. P!!Op!e shared an amnHy for 
the landacape. Tbey knew protectina babi· 
tat for ~DIiangered species kept open space 
for·buman apedet, They saw what Los All. 
geles had lost to unchecked sprawl, co~ 
t10n and asphalt 

So toea! ~ta accepted the chal· 
Ie. 8Jld htW1ed thinp out with tl'l.ndown· 
era. untU ultimately city. county. state and 
federal pJanr1e:n set IlJide a total of 210,000 
aet'eI of open a~ habitat fer !IS imperiled
native plants Md atlimal!. 

If Oteton. Wuh.ington,. and Callfurnia 
can respond to the waJt&..up Wi, so mU$t 
C<mgresa. It can anQ $botW1 rnauthorize the 
~ Spede$ Act to make these re­
(ormt of the pest ft~ yean - from no 
rurprltes to candidate conservation a:gree. 
menu- permanent 

In addition. Coniress bas never provid· 
ed ttat«I With matching grants to mew 
Dattw $J)$ctes. It tt1.U!t do so now, as an 
i.ru:enttve (or us all to take early act.too., roU 
out of bed and hit tile floor runnina'. The 
c1cck 11 t1ekJ.na. One JUt' to reverse the 
~ of 0reg0n'1I and WaalUngton'lI state 
fish: It ~'t much time. But if used right, it 
may prow ~ lMa: enough. 

http:t1ekJ.na
http:pushJ.na
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Balance on species 

, Bipartisan ,measure headed to Senate floor 

S
inee its 20-year authorization 
~pired in 1993. the federal 
Endangered' Species Act has 
languished in legislative limbo. 
Congressional ·Democrats 

have lacked sufficient votes to extend 
the law as written (and as liberally in.. 
terpreted by the courts). Republicans 
have· lacked the veto-proof margin of 
votes necessary to rewrite the law to 
their liking, 

But the impasse very well may end 
this spnng. The Senate is expected to 
take action shortly on a bipartISan mea:­
sure, co--sponsored 
by, Sens. Dirk 
Kempthorne. R~ 
fdaho. Max Baucus, 
D~Mont,. Harry 
Reid, O-Nev" and 
John Chafe.. R­
RJ,; that would 
modify the 1913 
law f,} provide a 
better baliUlce \)e..: 
tween 'pecies pro- . B..-1IaIIIIItt 
tectiori and the interests of private land­
owners. 
, The Kempthorne bill, .s it's called. 
would codify ·into law • policy that the 
interior Department has been S1,1CCes.s.. 

:(ully Pursuing in ~.n~ YC1l!s. . , 
It works this war. The federal go.. 

emment enters into a neiotiated can· '. 
tract with • private liondowner who 
agrees to set aside acreage to protect. 
endangered species habitat. fn return, 
the landowner is free to uSe the remain·· 
der of hi. 'land withOut government 
interference' on grounds 'of species 
protection. ., 

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt. an 
advocate of this "'no surprisea" policy, 
has 'thrown his ,support behind the 
Kempthome bill.' reC:ognizin, t.ha,t SO 
percent of "endangered species live on 

, . 

private property. 
. The virtue ot the measure. said Bab­
bitt, is that it provides "incentives that 
enable landowners , • , to preserve and 
,protect wildlife habitat by taking sim. 
ple. flexible. inexpenslve and, above all. 
scientifically sound stePs," " 

As 1t' is, the federal government. as ' 
well ali state and, local governments, 
have negotiated more than 200 habitat 
conservation agreements, One of the' 
moSt ambitious of these is San Diego'a 
Multiple Species Conservation Pro. 
gram. which Babbitt has cited as a mod­
el for the naoon; 

Indeed. a year ago this month. the 
San Diego City Council approved the 

first step in a habitat conservation 

agreement covering 900 square miles. 

setting aside 172.000 aa.s for 85 en­
<!angered species, :Tbe agreement will 


. allow'landowner. to freely use tlIe re­
maining acreage. 

Of course, there is opposition to habi­
tat conservation agreements at the to­
cal. state and federal levels, Uncompro­
mising enVironmental groups say that 
no-9ur~s contracts are seU-ours to 
developers and commerCIal companies. 
Unyielding' property-nghts advocate. 
say that no-surprises, contracts deny 
landowners their right _t~ compensation 
by the go'emment, 

It is, beeause theae diametricaUy op­
. posed interests havedominated debate 
on the Endangered Species. Act for 
f'(luch of the Past five yeah that Con­
gress made little progress toward mOdi.:. 
fying thela"" . , ' 

But the extremists should. not be al", 
lowed to bloclo the Kempthorne me.­
sure from,passage. 

The bill strikes-a reasonable balance 
between the interests of pnvateland­
owners and the 'protection' of endan· 
gered .species habitat.­

r 
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Wolves Take Wary 

Steps Toward Wild 

•Amid protests and media glare. family ofthree 

A Me.-:lccn wolf 
mow•• lhrollgh 11 
on".thitd acr. 
pen .ft., botomc 
,ele;Ked ftem .. 
k.'H,el In .rlzona 
neat tl'l-e New 
Mnlco-Arilvna 
botCler. 

: .. e: "lllO(:'AT(:;l 
..",~~J. 

moved to holding pen to 

~ 
HA,...."NAGA.'l MEADOw. Ati:t:. - rot' 

the lint t::i.me in deeade!, Mexic.tl1 wo!'Iu 
an Oteupyinc this n:mo!e COWlay. 

"1 grew up l..n thU countrY, .md. alway! 
had. Ulot seuse that ,omethiq wu mh!t­
mi." tnterior Sel:rI:w;r BN«: Babl»tt 
told rqlonel!'# MQI1d.ay. sbortly after 
he!pini c.an"Y one of I:brec! \Vol! kennels 
into II forfil$~ed lwl4tng pen near ~ New 
~e,Q~ bo!"4er. 

-rbi, is a bi( mOtnfllt Cor WQlve,. but 
..I$Q (or the human ,pirit," he .added.. 

The C....m.Uy of three 'Mexican wolveJ, a 
$ubs~elu long (.tm.~ed fa :.00, aod 

1fuatll, bec.ame th4 flrn to be !{i'mtro­
•Ked to the Sm.tthwJe$t. 

P!'nteltus In Alpine, a !1Uli1U town 
."btI"t 15 tnilas nort1::l 01 the reiQtro4ue· 
tiott 'It@,' aotnonntated apUlst tM 
relea:se thtoult:w..t tilo day. "We'n teo up 
wlt!'t iovero..t:ltJnt intrJ$n ill C\U' UVtf. 
It'.! real. simple," said. b:laek!atith D1nk 
Robart. 

Two more family ifoups qt wolve.s will 
be moved. to dm.iLlr sites :in the C:omlnl 
weeks, and au U wolvQ1. will b. rdeased 
this Spr.lli:O tend tor tr.t.aUetves, 

It. wolf pup known as No, 511 wu !ha 
first one out of her kenneL 

Cautio.... ad stitt tram .. full dar in 'tie 
metal box, ,h. darte4 aeveAl r ••t out 
onto tbe Sn<!W and stopptd: to lOOk b&ek at 
a throng of l"eP<Irtet:l, p.hotocraJt1en 4Ild. 
televislon crews, 

She st;ar(eC .gain. st~ qaiD ruleS 
loohd back ag.I.lA at the autdia "dare 
boun4iDa otf to exp{Oni !:tn' new coa· 
fines, Her nUt(her• .an unItive tema14 
Y.r.oW'fl a, No, 174. exited hcrkennelalew 
momenu late:' - tWo 5hcwiug an appv­
~nt wuimi!u ot the media bcfOf''ll' follow. 
ini her pup. 

After the m«tia had betn tahered 
away fmlll the WOIVil'S' hoJwl1 pen., tl1~ 
was .\ uurtio:n for the family that had 
spent the p4!t year 3t the ~eta 
';';<ltlClnaJ Wildlif. Ret\l.io near SOCOITO. 

for release 


"",f'T'Ir e""","""I,)IJIffl"l" 
',lalt No. 166, deacribe4 Of bioloilJrs as Unit" :Stat.. Int«1of 5ecRt.rv &ue. Babbltt, rlCht• ....;m U.s. flt.h and Wildlife S.rvico 

Director Jam!. prapp*JK!tt CI.rk In GartYlnl the fI,.t M~Clftl waif ,.Ioaud In a PH Mond.y.Su WOLVES 0" PAGEi A4 

http:5ecRt.rv
http:Ret\l.io
http:MQI1d.ay


c 

c 

~ 

"-,A4 ALBUQUERQUE JOU'RNAL 
~

• 

Wolves Take Steps Toward Wild 

frr~ PAGE III 

aa: elusive but tMjestic animal. 
flMlly had wandered ru.n of bill k_ 

, nt:!. 
"As soon u they Wt!R togetbec, 

tbeir wls Wft'e gum&, like this," aaid 
¥rolf b~ Wendy BtoUl:!, indi­
CAting • lIPI&in& ~ uitb her 
haads, ..Itwas great." 

Tbc wulves comprise ooeol thn:e 
fllmU, sroups tbat are Oft their W~"I 
bai:k this year to the wild - a 
rema.rbble ~l:lIIetw:k for a tub­
t.pecies of PJ 'MJlf tbat once 
tt:etaed QIl the brink of utinctiart. 
They were ne4lrly wiped out duritt8' 
the first half or this century by 
tvlehen IIlld tbe government, 

Thday. wolf biologists Slty they 
believe M~ wnivcs: no long« 
Hi!t at aU in tbe wild. The 17S Mex­
ican wol~Alivc, all delu:endanh: of 
just. handful of aplllrcd woJv-e!A. 
were alL III refuges DC WOA. 

Until Monda)' ••boo110 a.m. 
Cnn:s:erv1lionbts were elated. 

TD~ noted dult it l'1a.$ pear }jere 
. that lamed OODlcrvaliooisf AIda 
~~aIled in one or Ws bat:· 
)mown t:SSaJ1 the lime he shot" 
Mexk;an wolf. tbink.itla that daml 
60 Wl)Qld I.rl.l:r~ the deer PO()tlia­
twa and improve hwitiDg. 

alit. Leopold m::&I.Ied, watc:hin8 
Ore "fit:n;.e green ftft dying in her 
eyes'" made him retliu 1I1!~ wolf's 
jmporumee to Ihe Iiie of the JtWUIlo 

j- t.w..·' 
It \Va! an early ql1phlUlV for tfte -, 

cOIl5ef'Vslicn moveruett(, "III 'hi. 
vcr}'. pl&C1:. with die very $amC 
"pei;ia," mid Defen<ien ofWi1d1ife 
president Rod&« Schlldl:ei.sen. 

Leopold also was responsible {Of 
!~tlin. the natioo's first deslglUlttd 
wilderness aru in lbe Gila, where 
Mexk.ari wolves such u the OMS 

" beinw ndea$ed this year ue e_pect· 
cd to recoloo.ile. SehliclteiKo c;om· 
p.!If'ed this rcintroductioo to the 

. nation's fU'st wildemC5& area to lhe 
reintroduction or" WIJlw3 to title 

600P 
:,;;':1 ~ / 
~; " , ,, 
":' .. \'" 

lUTn" C'-"iUV~ 

OPPONENtS: 0 ••Bonnett, l!.aII::hnC herb.by coat, PreefoWl.lo.... luke 
, WUkIne In Alpfu, At"., III prot_lme tiM ,.Introduclkm of e ' .... 11y ofMII_.,. woIvu. 

-country's Hr:S1 natianal puk Ibrec 
years ago at ¥eUow.wne. 

..It tW'tllt reintl"Oduction) is sym­
bolk and imp:Htanf bct:nse it's 
happminK 00 thlll' SOth anni~fsary 
(If Aldo leopold's dealh:' he added. . 

1."'I'le moor two ramily Hl"Of.Ip:I will 
be moved iltto boWing peas in the 
Apacbe-Sitgreaves Nalional Farest 
Mer the New Mexiro bofi!et', where 
lhey will be kept" in the une~lhird 
Acre pt\fl$ fOT si"ll ttl 10 weeks. tl) 

er:elimAte to the wild 1ben tbey wlJ} 

be set free.. 
Usin.g ear tllg. and mw collars. 

biologists will monitor the J1 
wolves aftUfbe1r releasejTheY will 
be esptcl.ally inrere.;.ted, u:e ifUte 
wolves arc dr.ening and ltiUinu pr-ry, 
aid Oa...id Parsons. !.he U.S. fi$h 
and Wildlife Se1"Vke'. Mr~n woU 
RWVery leader. 

The Flsh and Wildlift St"ke 
plan. to continue releasing wolY~ 
each ,ear until tt.ere J:s a .seU·tus­
taitUng popwation or about 100 
\l'1)!\lt. ill the neighboring Gila ar,d 
Apa£he-Sitgreave$ natiOll,u fnTMts. 

But opposition to Wll\f reintroduc­
tion ntns deep amOng localli. who 
prort!Stt<l in rroot 4fROOalt's blbCk~ 
smith silop in Alpine. 

Protesters won: btue armbands 
and held .signs with me$Sll~ iNcb 
M, "Is the lY'olf a llJoy for U.N. eon· 
troll" apd ''Don't impart wolves. 
Inpllrt ttwlr<mml':nt.alist.s, Babbitt 
and (V"1C(t President AI) Gore:' 

Wally W}'nia, a miner from Sococw 

RI. lidded,. "Wnlves simply "ill not 
work in livestocli (oontry." 

. Babbitt. however, S<I.d lilt West is 
big enough lor wolvn lIttd ranch· 
trs. 

'The Wcst bellmg, to aU of 1.1$." 

aabbJlt said_ ~lt·s not one or Ihe oth· 
er. There'. too many people woo say 
the West should be an indlJmiai 
w81ldalld or 11 wilderneSli without 
peopl~" 

'"There':!! pfenty of room for God's 
creation." • 
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Northun gray -.olvn in two regions 
of the northern Rocky Mount.atn&, in 
YeUowatonc National Park and the 
~wilderneM of central Idaho, 

, But Q was th'e cue with its cou. 
thrft j'eara aao in the Northern 
Roclries. the- Mex:icu wolf faCl!t im­
pl.aable opposition ~m ranchen in 
this itolattd quarter of the tolltb­
wHt:i-rqion that ufUlbly hatoo,.. 
more distrust and oul'rilht h~ 
for the fedtral ~enfll land 
...........' wi _ polldtt 
than any "ther pIacr in Ameriea. . • 

I"," toth._IieoCmco Coull.,.:
N.M.. .......... IIfOIIIMI tot • _ • 

.,.. .......... that ....,.. federal 
linda be IUbject to 1IluI_~ &lid 
• place wh.......... of the F10h IIId 
Wilcfljf. Sorvico and the U.S. Fomt 
Sorvico 1m< oom_.. _ ugly 
threltt of violence and the county 
~nu::nent uraet nwy adult, to 
o'\InuCUO.:..::. -.: _ .. ~.- •• _ 

BlImP"" Ilk""" "'""'" '!lIt'.
I!lldllllmd. ClonelL• 

TlIit 10 • ''';'' where federal 
~ law$ are not an .1> 
-.... but _ .. allFindllll 
eeommicreality. Court-impoacd lor­
...m.tI'tdions to protect the MeJi. 
"'" ...,...... owl oil., ........ timbo!' 
IlanHII OD. public forettl iD New 
Mexic:o and Arizona lor more tbaa: a 
)/til' and • baJI and contributed to the 
clOfW'e of two-thirdl of the timber 
mill.operatin( in the t'elion. 

Li'IeItDCk produ~ who d~d 
on fedn ~ iandJ now are 

. . .' . 



facing new environmentai resDie· 
tions to protect other imperiled ~pe-­
des such as the southwest ",-mew 
Oycatcher, a rar~ songbird that coni· 
petes \Io1th c~tt1e tor the same stream: 
side habitat . 

i'Jow coml!!!;1 the W(l!l, and to many 
~anchtl~ th~ federal assurance ~ 
Its destgnaaon as a "n{ln~nal,
experimental- p"'pu!ation-whkh. 
means !:IQ r~ction" on th.err activi- . 
ties-ring hollow. Tht! designatioD 
means that wolves kilJ.ag livestock 
can he rettlQ~d and evtn shot. and 
'biologim: ntimate that the ffi:OV­

ered population will kill i maximum 
of 34 cattle peryear. 

But that if ;;:old ~(unf(lrt for those 
who view the wolf M did rancher 
G,W: "Dub~ Evans, whQ in his 1951 
memoir d~bed it as "the cruelest. 
most wanton killer of all our South­
western prt!dators." The wol!. wrote 
Evans. -Is a Ouleher, killing et em'}' 
I)pport1.tnity whether he is hungry {)J' 

not.~ 

Evan" S2,year-oid nephew, Jupe 
Means. tal"" Angus and Hf!refotd. 
cattle 011 40.000 acres of (oUina 
~ •.., Bu<lthorn. N.M.. an<! 
matH his tate uncle', views. A gre­
,arioul and hospitable third genera­
tion eattWnan who prid" hi,m,d{qQ
b<iai • lood _ .f the land. 
MftIlt still has .. vivid reeGllectiOD of 
a wolf pack bamatringin, a grown­
bull on the W:nUy:ranclt when he was 
ayounrooy 

"They .....atiq D,Il his !hlP. 
and' the' b\lU w•• still .u~e-aOd~j\.lit'; 
~." recalled Means. 1'bat WI! 

music to their di.n.ner. thar. ho,,' 
criminal they ve.~ 

On hia vut n.nch with itt .peetac:. 
ular viewt of the Mogollon Moun-' 
tains, Mean. and his ranch hlU'lds' 
fight a constant battle "ainst other 
predators-ioyo!es, mountain UOQ' 
and b,an-..d... •othing but foil1 
in addina another oue that. earlier. 
more ranther-frieudly ~ 
officials spent decades 'IIripiD.f out. 

-Now what ,ood i, the 'lobo'... 
to dor asked MeaD.. ustq the 
Spa!lish ...,d fOT ...Ii •Utho woJ1 
hu the neh« to ruo ill this COUllU'Y. 
we have the riaht to, prott'd: out 
interestJ, it YOII und!1ltMd wHat I 
mean.~ 

Eavitonmentali&tl meh at Craig 
Miller of Dflendm of WUdUCe. a 
group that has womd on 'ROt!rt$lQ­
ration and (ompenute, r:uu:hen for 
their loBel, are hoping that timf: and 
ex~ence willn'urture a mot't btl­
anced view o.f the animal. 

H.: 27'*The woli has betn unfairly ~d· 
dled with myms and legends that 
port:ay it as ill evil vicious, lustful 
killer, ~ said Mille;. -Sut WO\lI" play a 
very important role in balancing the 
ecosystem. They help cuU the p~ 
population and prevt'ot overgTUing 
by etk and deer, But most impotWlt. 
Iy" th . h'''.' d' 

,1t 5 e r1i t ...W>4 to 0, 

• 
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. BABBITT VISITS MAINE TO ENDORSE SALMON RECOVERY PLA."i 
Signs lonnai State Atlantic salmon conservation plan, announces decision not (0 list species" 

Secretary of the [merlo! Bruce Babbitt came to Augusta. Maine on Monday. 
December 15, to' formally endorse a State conservadon management plan aimed at restoring 
ArIantic salmon populations and the freshwater quality -- in seven of the state's keyww 

watersheds, Upon doing so. he withdrew a petition to place the species on the federal 

endangered species list. 


In ceremonies 'tarring at noon at the Statehouse Hall of Flags, Secretary Babbitt. 

Maine Governor Angus King, and ollter agency heads backed. State plan Iltat will 

cooperatively reduce incidental take. improve spawning nabitat, and help recover Atlantic 

,alrnon slOCks SWimming up the Sheepscot. Ducktrap. Pleasant, Machias. East Machias. 

Denny and ;..rarragaugus Rivers. 


The plan. which culminates l7 months work by the Governor's Atlantic Salmon Task 
'Force. addresses potential threats to the specles from agriculrure. aquaculrure, forestry and 
recreation fishing. and outlines actions to reduce threats and promote recovery" It was pivotal 
in the U.S. Fish and Wiidlife Service's and National Marhie Fisheries Service's joint 
determination of whether or not these stocks should he placed on Ilte federal Endangered 
Species Act list. 

"'We are unlocking the full potential of dvers in Maine. and opening a new chapter in 
conservation history," said ,Babbitt. "The Governor showed great leadership in forging this 
public and private sector collaboration, which will enhance the ecology and economy of the 
state for years to come. The rivers will continue to attract anglers. boaters and other 
spol1smen who will help grow and sustain new jobs and revenue... 

·001· 



NEWS 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

FOR IMMEDlA TE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (0) 2021208-6416 
October 23. 1997 

INTERIOR SECRETARY PRAISES "MONUMENTAL CONSERVATION 

ACHIEVEMENT" IN SAN DIEGO COUNTY 


Calling it ~'a major mUestonc in America's conservation history and a model plan for 
communities nationwide." Secretary of thelntenor BnlOC Babbin praised last night's approval of 
the Multiple Species Conservation Plan (MSCP) by the Supervisors of San Diego County, 
California. 

"The MSCP opens. new chapter for conservation and open space planning for the 21 st 
Century," he continued. "Voluntary conservation partnerships on private lands win be as valued 
by future generations as we value the conservation ethic ofTeddy Roosevelt and the 
establishment of national parks and wildlife refuges at the beginning of the 20th Century," 

This vote puts in place a comple. and extraordinary blueprint for the San Diego County's 
future, that balances the conservation of ecologically-sensitive."""" with the need to 
..commodet. long-tenn economic development. It is the rll'St and largest of three regional 
conservation plans, and was approved by the San Diego City Council on March 18i 1997., The 
ar.a in the MSCP covers abeut 900 square miles from the San Dioguito !liver Valley to Mexico, 
and from the Pacific Ocean to national forest lands. 

"San Diego County is blessed with a unique and extmordinaty natural landscape. Along 
"'1th it comes an enonnous biological diversity in the array uf plant, wildlife and marine species 
that reflects the varied terrain of mountains. canyons, lagoons, bays and beaches and the rolling 
m..... and hills that lie between them," Babbin continued. "At the same time. this southern coast 
offers one oftbe mosIattra<:t!ve climates and qualities of life in our country. As a result, the 
coastal open spaces between Los Angeles and San Diego were under enonnollS development 
pressure befoteloc.al and iruiovative conservation plans got underway. San Diego County can 
now offer a JnO<!ellO the nation for how to plan for and balance the needs of man and nature. and 
how 10 do the job right." 

The MSCP planning process grew out of an unprecedented partnership between federal 
state and local governments, private landowners and interested citizens. The effort began over' 
five years ago when Secretary Babbitt used the flexibility of the Endangeted Specie, Act 10 

. implement a special 4 (d) Rule to delegate responsibility for protecting and conserving the 
threatened California gnatcatcher to the State of California. 

(more) 
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A COORDINATED C~AIGN' "BRING BACK THB NATIVES. 
By replenishing ;rare. wild and native trout and salmon, we can 
restore our rural economy and ecology to its former character 
"Turning-Creen8a.cks that swim into greenbacks that buy groceries" 

, 
Remarks of u.s. Secretary of .the Interior Bruce Babbitt 

Outdoor Writers Association of America 
Baines City, Florida June 24, 1997 

Before beginning my remarlts l I have a confession to make. In ay 
travels I have come across many hard working Americans'green with 
envy at how sameone, muoh les8 an unelected persoD, gets paid to 
gallivant around the CQw:1try on weekdays, on an expense aCcoWlt, 
fish in the outdoors, then volunteer his learned opinions to the 
public about the joys an4 henefits of anglin~ where he's heen.... 

But· enough about yOU9 

Letts talk about me. For like you .- and last summe~ on Late 
Superior, ~ you .. I have had the chance to witness firsthand 
the fruits of our labor in the steady restoration of our nation's 
watersheds. " Beyond celebrating the self~sustaiDiDg populations of 
Lake Trout# I have Seen shad again spawning up the Delaware and 
striped bass swLmming up the mouth of the HUdson. Ilve caught 
northern pike in the Menominee River, fished for Pacific salmon 
in Puget Sound, even hooked bonefish in Biscayne Bay. 

I have enjoyed each experience ~. salt or freshwater, lake or 
stream, landlocked or anadromous, spiucasting or flyfishing -­
and my interest in fishing only deepens an4 grows. 

Yet along with our shared paSSion, we also share a challengel In 
this age of fiscal austerity, limited funds and re~latory 
restraint, eaa we still replenish the rare, wild and native 
trout, eharJ or salmoll ua.1que to each ragion? 

I .... oonfid""t that we oan, hy using the t.ools aA4 values under 
existing oonservation lava suoh as the Bndangered SpeCies Act. 

Bow am I so Bure? Beeause during the first ·term I've seen where 
we already ~* As randomly scattered candles, O\lr pilot efforts 
have WOD bipartisan support across the spGctrum. It is now time 
to,~ita them into a strong, steady, and productive flame . 

• 
I narrow the.Bcope of my remarks to native trout, char an4 saLmon 
for several reasons. The first is that, more thaD others, ~hese· 
fish primarily inhohit our public lands, and so reflect America's 
shored reoponsihllity and oommitment as stewards of Qo4's 
creation. They also d.<mIaJld the "",st from uS an4 from that habitat 
in terms of water quality, quantity, flow, temp~ature, and 



oxygen. Finally. they belong t9 that hebitat, each evolving with 
native pec'ple and uniquely linked to a specific place. 

That evolutionary link· is borne out in their very names, Gila. 
Bonneville. P~te. Lahontan. Apa~he. Chinook. Yellowstone. The 
scientlfic 1 latin D~e onchorhynchus clarki lewisi reminds us of 
those first UDd4~ted explorers, William and Meriwether~ who 
first described a new specimen to Thomas Jefferson. Or by its 
common name~ Wests lope cutthrQat, we ~y recall the very fish 
sought by Norman Maclean's family in -A River R~s Through It.­

These fish are also set apart by early reports of their size, 
numbers, color and beauty. Some seem aLmost mythical. The first 
western settlers in Nevada assumed they had arrived at the coast 
when they caught SO pound Lahontan natives lQ Pyramid Lake and 
mistook them for Pacific salmon. Silver miners outside Leadvills, 

. Colorado caught and ate 1,000 native Greenback over a single 
weekend. Pioneers marveled at colo~s that ranged from the 
spawning reds' of Idaho's sockeye to the vibrant gold hues of 
California's official state fisb. . 

By whatever uame, howevert theee diverse uative fish stocks all 
shared one c~n trait over the past century I Sharp decline. 

Many of you know local variations on ~ national story of why 
tbey declined. We dammed our rivers. We diverted tbem, split them 
with roads and culverts, pumped them dry. We mined tbeir 
headwaters and left aoid waste to bleed into tbem for decades 
after the exhausting tbe mine~ We logged them froa mouth to 
source, removing shade, shelter, Dutrients and insect habitat, 
letting the barren banks erode and silt up spawning gravel beds. 
We drove vast cattle berds into and up their waters. We dumped 
chemicals and sewage and slaughterhouse waste into them. 

Assuming the native fish supply was indestructable, we ground
them by tbe thousands into feed and fertilizer. Assuming them· 
interchangeable, we dumped Buropean browus into b:Lnbow habitat, 
Rainbows into CUtthroat streama, Lake trout into brooks, Brook 
trout into lalces. . 

Notall of these changes ""re bad. Browns in the ltennebeck now 
thrive where naUve trout could not. Cold tail_tars below """"' 
bave become prime habitat for introduced trout wbare the 
t"""Perature would !lOt otheo:vise "upper!: them. Wh..re trout bave 
adapted, we bave and should strive for a balanc"l for ultimately 
.... simply need mor.. anglers spending more time on th.. _ter. 

Yet most changes, whether initiated unwittingly or deliberately 
with tba be"t of intentions, .bave led to tba near extinction ot 
native trout a.tI.d. salmon in streams where they spawned fol:' tens of 
thousands of ye&rs~ 

As elsewhere on ·public lands, we have the toolSt experleAce, 
skills and ability· to make our native fl"h recovery plans work. 



• • 

What we so often lack is a depe-ndable way to pay for them. Untii 

we could find it, we have had to experiment both within and 

between agencies, forging partnerships with the private eector_ 

8tates f tribes and universities, learning to use whatever legal 

and prac£ioal ...ources we could get OUI hands on. Behind these 

experiments, and guiding our efforts, was a respect tor creation, 

manifest in the landmark Endangered Species Act • 


I first went to SChool on native trout at Trout Creek Mountain in 
Southeastern Oregon~ The Lahontan cutthroat trout which once 
spawned vigorously in the cool, shaded alpine streams there had 
been driven to the brink of extinction by exoessive qrazing. When 
'the Pish and Wildlife Service intervened with the t~eat of 
regulation, local reaidentst led by two remarkable ranchers - ­
Doc and Connie Hatfield -- decided to try something new. 

Before long, the Trout Creek Mountain Workinq Group had hammered' 
out a deal with ranchers and the Bureau of Laad MaAagement to use 
rest and rotAtion techniquesl planting willow and riparian 
fenCing to restore oreeka, and thus bring back the LahOQtan 
cutt~oat while maintaining the ranching way of life. If you go 
to Trout Creek MOuntain today, you will see the landecape growing. 
aspen, 'willow, cutthroat trout and livestock all in concert, and 
this re.marltable, spontaJ180Ua partnarahip became an early model 
for setting up partnerships to restore native fish hahitat from 

,the grassroots up. 

The next Dtep came out of a logical forum not in a conferencew .. 

room, but scrawled on A cocktAil napkin in a bar. It WAS, there 
that Mike Dombeck, then Director of the BLM, first discussed an 
idea coming from a husband and wife team of Jack and Cindy 
Williams. Jack worked for the Bureau of Land Management, Cindy 
for the Porest Service. As fisheries managers, eaob got tired of 
the other's agency olearcutting or overgrazing upstream fram 
their own re.toration projects. They saw what happened at Trout 
Creek Xountaia." and. tbey wanted to create a mapet with 
inc.""tive,. that would draw people together like that, across 
jurisdictional lines, and ultimately let them get out of the 
office and OIlte the landscape to do the work they enjoyed, 
eonserve and restore the natural resource. 

Turning te Amos Bnoat the National Fish and Wildlife Poundation, 
they submitted a proposal and won a challenge grant for 1.7 ......ll 
projects. Trout unlimited and the private sector matched that, 
doubling the funds available to half a million dollars. 

The seed money would not go for political advocacy or litigation, 
shortfalls in budgets, administrative overhead or research. It 
would focus on hahitat degradation and 1088; t~.ats from alien 
speCies, and poer land management. projects move dirt, restore 
riparian areas, protect Bpawnin~ redds f remove exotics, increase 
rang. and ohenge grazing, mining or logging practices. 

" ) 



It worked like a magnet. helping us strengthent 
• our n~ partnerships with states E t~1besf aquariums, an4 
universities te-como&t whirling dis••se; 
• President Cli~ton's new Executive Order on Sportfishing to 
resolve differences betwean native and recreational fisheries; 
• our national fish hatchery system, which now Qot only 
mitigates federal dam projects but propagates tish to replenish 
over a quarter ot the 107 threatened native fieh species, from 
Ari%ona's Apache to California and Oregon's Winter-run ehinookl 
• goals of the 1973 Endangered Species Act,. both to remove 
listed native species, and to keep declining speoies off that 
list. 

• 
Today, that pilot effort is DO longer an isolated experiment, but. 
the cornerstone of this Administration's plan to replenish wild 
trout and salmon. It is called B~ing Back the Natives, and today 
I am proud to more than double the federal funds available for 
it, fuse it·with other pilot projects around the oountry, and 
announoe $5 million in n_ joint publio and private grants this 
year for 44 innovate projects to replenish natives in 14 states. 

OUr combined campaign, to Bring Back the Native Pish. has won 
bipartisan support from Senators and Congressmen aeroes the 
politioal spectrum. OUr ultimate goal is to restore native fish 
habitat OQ 283,000 miles of streams and 6.5 million acres of 
lakes within 460 million acres, rQughly 10 perceAt of all our 
federal lands. 

Your first reaction to this drive may be 'how quaint.' EVen $10 
million in funds to date seems rather modest stacked up against 
budgets of the past. But oonsider the on-the-ground impact. Por 
every public taxpayer's nickel 1s matched by a private sector 
dime." EVery ~rter we pump directly into" the watershed. Every 
dollar bill invested carefully towards building a self-sustaining 
native fishery yielda five dollars for rural businesses in that 
watershed. In this way, the Endangered Species Act fuels, guides
and expandj the base of local economic growth iD the places you· 
and I 91'_ up in, the rural landscapes where ve live and work. 

Your second reaction to the goals of this drive may be ·Show me 
the money. Show me that this ian't just another one of your fish 
storie... ' Fair enough. You may not have heard yet about what 
welve done for wild and native trout under the Indangered Species 
Act. You may have heard even the cpposite, that the Act is 
cumbersome, rigid, that it somehow hurts the economy. 

But tbere's beed a quiet revolution over the past.fi~e years. The 
reaSOD you may not have beard 8U~eess stories is beeause 
fisheries biologists are quite oft6Q anglers, and anglers, I have 
learned, have the tendency to jealously guard the best f1shin~ 



waters from tbe public, from each other, even from their bosses 
at the Forest Service or the Department of Interior. Well. I'm 
going to blow their cover. 

- . 

Consider the first fish speoies to be listed under the Endangered 
Species Act, Oncorhynchus clarki stomias, better known (and
easier pronounced) as the greenback cutthroat trout~ 

The Greetlback evolve,4 over tens of thousands of yea.rs when drier 
weather and erosion caused -baSin tra~sfers· that isolated the 
Rooky Mountain tront range streams. Though they once teemed in 
tbe thousanda in high mountain waters, the greenback fell prey to 
minera' appetites and habitat loss from mine drainage~ Then came 
the deVAstating stock introduction of aggressivet non~nat1ve 
trout like the raiQbQw, which interbred it toward extinction, and 
brookies,and browns, ~hich spa~ed earlier, grew faster and edged 
the greenback out ot prime food and Bpace* By 1931, the Denver 
Museum of Natural History pronounced the greenback extinot. , 

But in the mid-1960s, hiologists traced reports of "funny 
looking" trout to a fev hundred greenback lingering in Como Creek 
and the South Pork Poudre, hoth within the South Platte drainage. 
That set the stage for restoration efforts to begin, and the 
freshly minted Endangered Species Act •• which anchored the otate 
wildlife division, the National Park Service, the OSFWS, BLM and 
Forest Service under one coordinated program *- is the law that 
set it all in motion. 

To achieve healthy, naturally spaWDin:g populations, biologists in 
the BIA recovery team found remote lakes and tributaries where 
competing species like rainbow could he cleared out, and isolated 
by downstream barrier waterfal18~ It took the cooperative work of 
helicopters and bateheri~., foresters and fishermen, public and 
private money. It also took the delicate task of persuading 
anglers to release the cative greenbacks, and convincing catch­
and-release anglers to kill the others. 

And it worked. The greenback is coming back wi th a vengeance, : 
three mor~ stable populations on the Arkansas River drainage will 
complete the de-listing process in full recovery. Already, 247' 
acres of lake habitat and 89 miles of ,.tre"", habitat have 1:> .."" 
recla1med for an estimated 70,000 9~eenback. 

II';" do greenbacks that _1m turn into g:eenbacks thet' buy 
groceries? TWo years ago the Colorado legislature made'the' 
greenbaok its offioial state fish, wbich helps attract 830,000 
anglers from around tbe world to the Centennial State each year_ 
Two summers ago, I was one ot them: next week 11m taking my son. 
And within a few years, thanks to Bring Back the Natbes', tbe 
greenback may well have splashed right off the BDdangered Spec!es 
list for good. 



That's a classic example of now the Endangered Species Act can be 
used to Bring Back the Natives, but it's only one of many. In 
fact, we find a similar renaissance quietly taking place in each 
'of the 20 atates where Bring Back the Natives is put to work, 
from Dor~ auo ~ Ohio to Coos Bay in Oregon. ' 

Whatfs more, theee fish engender a sense of regional pride. Like 
Colorado, the Utah legislature recently recognized that tbeir 
for.mer state fish, tbe rainbow, was in fact a transplanted 
Californian, and replaced it with a Utah original, the native 
Bonneville cutthroat. Under Bring Back the Natives, we have 
struck a conservation agreement with the state of Utah to 
replenish the Bonneville to keep it otf the BSA list. 

Nevada's official state fish, the Lahoutac cutthroat, nearly 
vanished from·overgrazing, clearcuts, erosioD# divera1o~ and 
mining. Habitat shrank from 2,200 miles to 300. The final 
spawning run up the Truckee into California came in the 1930s 
when a sudden agricultural diversion left hundreds flopping
around and suffocating in the mud. 

under Brinq Sack the Natives, .e have begun restoring the 
, 

Truckee 
and the overgrazed Marya River watershed through exchanging land, 
purchasing water rights, building feuee exclosures_ drilling 
wells, removing culverts and planting 15,000 aspeA, chokecheries 
and alders. The result shculd heost 200 angler days per year to 
more than 1,500, and help attract and retain more anglers (and 
their wellets) to rural parts of Nevada, from 171,000 in 1991 to 
224,000 last year. 

My heme state of Arizona boasts aDOther success story. There I 

like the greenback, federal agencies worked with state and 
private property owners to rebuild genetically pure wild native 
stock. in the White MOUntains where the official state fish, the 
Apache trout# evolved# adapting to warmer waters where no other 
kind of trout could survive. UQder the flexibility of the Act, we 
dowellsted the species to -threatened- encouraging catch and 
release, and building a stake in ownership from anglers"UQder 
Bring Back the Natives, 77 volunteers worked with fishery 
biologists from the FOrest Service and the Apache Reservation to 
rebuild degraded habitat. Both state and tribe are nOW reaping 
the rewards. 

Then there'. California, where anglers discovered a different 
kiD4 of gold in rivers flowing oUt of the Sierra Nevada range, 
golden trout. They made it the'offiaial state fish, but 00 the 
Little Earn aiver, it too nearly went extinct because of habitat 
lOSS, competition and interbreeding with non-natives. Linking 
state and federal recovery eftorts, we killed off introduced 
species, treated, the waters with rotenou., and built barriers to 
isolate those upper tr1butarieG for genetically pure species. 
What's more, we did this carefully, one segment at a time so that 
it would Dot interfere with recreational sportfishing. Same parts 
of the system always had fish of catchable size. Using Bring sack 



the Nativen~ biologists were able to restore 100 miles of stream 
and 11 headwater lakes ~o a native Little Xern golden trout 
fishery. 

- • 
I won't go into spee,ifies here, but I would encourage each you to 
consider thb level of economic prosperity generated each year 
when a steady stream of a hundred thousand new anglers pour into 
local towno and rural counties on fishing trips to catch fish 
they have only heard about or soen in your magazines and papers. 

While this drive to Bring Back tbe Natives expands the base of 
rural economic growth. it also broadens and strengthens the 
integrity of aquatic ecosystems. Because they are so sensitive 
to habitat,. needing cold, ,clean, well-oxygenated streams, trout 
form a keystone species that links aquatio-based plants and 
animals t~oughout the watershed'. To recover that key part is to 
replenish the whole. Which means that from Idaho's osprey to Hark 
Twain'S red-legged frog of Calaveras County, Bring BACk the 
Natives helps restore 183 rare species throughout the West. 

This campaign c.." aleo al:>sorb the luMen ud unpredictal:>le impact 
of natural disasters. In some watersheds, it promotes prescribed
fires that can restore the integrity .."d Ital:>ility of a 
surrounding forest, minimizing the risk and danger when a natural 
fire roars through during a drought~ In others, southwestern 
Oregon for example, rebuilding wetlauds and replacing large trees 
back into the stream ~- to restore rip rap, food, shelter &Ad 
oxygen for native trout and salmou ~. helped displace the force 
of the current wben a lOO-year flood roared down. 

Pinally, one of the concerDS I've heard from states and counties 
and many of you is that our federal agencies donlt get involved 
with recovery until it's too late. That is, until a species of 
fish is liete4. Then we don't,follow through. having to divert 
t~ and funds to other worst-case scenarios. It is a Valid 
criticism, made true by the limits of funds provided to carry out 
the Act. 

That is why Bring BaeX the Natives studs as a model for us as we 
.begin the process of reauthorizing the BDdangered Species Act. It 
shows how we CaD build incentives with private landowners &Cd 
cOw:lties, hew we CaD. work 'from the graulsroots .up, how we can 
....tch private fwods with public u:pertise, how we cen take BtepS 
to keep species from ever getting anywhere near the list, and how 
we can see &, re8,to~atiOD. plan through from .tart to finish. 

Now, working with the National Pish and Wildlife Foundation, we 
plant to build on it's success &8 & model in other watersheds, 
through Save our Southern Streams and Fisheries Across America. 

But the greatest" thing Iring Back the Natives builds is more than 
fences, buffers and renewed rural economies. It builds trust. 



And, much like catching a wild native trout that was once thought 

extinct, you can't ever ~ut a priee on that. 

Thank you. 




A COORDINATED CAMPAIGN: "BRING BACK THE NATIVES" 

8y replenishing rare, wild and native trout and salmon. we ean re5tore our rural economy and 
ecology to its furmer character 

I'Turning Greenbacks thal-5wim into greenbacks that buy grccrries " 

Remarks of U.S. Sel:ntary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt 

Outdoor Writen Association of America 

. Haines City, Florida June 24, 1997 

Before beginning my remarks, I have a confession to make. [n my travels I bave come across many 

hard working Americans green with envy at bow someone, much lc:'ss an unelected person, gets paid 

to galli\'8nt around the country on weekdays, on an expense secount, rlSh in tbe outdoo~ tben' 

volunteer his learned opinions to tbe public about the joys and benefits of angling where be's 

been.••• 


But enough about you. 

Let's talk about me. For like you - aDd last summer on Lake Superior, ~ you - I have had tbe 

cbance to witness fif1lthand tbe fruits of our labor in the steady restoration of our nation's 

watenbeds. Be)'ond celebrating tbe self·sustaining popUlations of Lake Trout, I have seen shad 

again spawning up' tbe Delaware and striped bass swimmlng up the mouth of the Hudson, ["ve 

caught northern pike in: tbe Menominee River, fished for Pacific salmon in Puget Sound, even 

hooked bon.flsh in Biscayne Bay. 


I have enjoyed each experience - salt or freshwater, lake or stream, landlocked or anadrumous, 

spincasting or flyfishing .... and, my interest in fishing only deepens and grows. 


Yet along with our shared paSSion, we also sbare a cbaJlenge: In this age of fiscal austerity. limited 

funds and regulator)' restraint, can we still replenish tbe rare. wild and native trout, char, or 

salmon unique to eacb region? 


[ am confident that we can, by using the tools and values under existing conservation laws sucb u 
the Endangered Species Act. 

How am I so sure? Because during tbe fint term I've seen where we already .b.m- As: randomly 
scattered candlest our pilot efforts have won bipar1isan support across tbe spectrum. It ii now time 
to unite tbem into a !trong, steady, and productive flame. 

* 

I narrow tbe scope of my remarks to, native trout cbar and salmon for severa) reasons. The fint is 
that, more than others, these fIsb primarily inbabit our public laods, and so reflect Amtrica's 
sbared responsibility and commitment as stewards of God's creation. Tbey also demand tbe most 
from us and from tbat habitat in terms ofwater quality, quantity, now~ temperature, and oxygen. 
Finally, they belong to that habitat, each evolving with native people and uniquely linked to a 
specific place. , 
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That evolutiona'1' link is horne out in their very names; Gila. Bonneville. Paiute~ Lahontan. 
Apache. Cbinook. Yellowstone. The scientific, latin name onchorhyncIJus clarki lewisi reminds us of 
tbose first undaunted explorers, William and Meriwether+ who fint described a new spedme"o to 
Thomas JeffersoD. Or by its common name, Westslope cutthroat. we may recall the ,,'ery fish sought 
by Norman Mllclean's family in "A River Runs Through It." 

These fish are also set apart by early reports of tbeir size, Dumbers, color and beallty. Some seem 
almost mythical. Tne first western settlers in Nevada assumed they had arrived at tbe coast when 
they caught 50 pouDd L.ahontan natives in Pyramid L.ake and mistook them for Pacific salmon. 
Silver miners outside Leadville, Colorado caugbt and ate 1.000 native Greenback over a single 
weekend. Pioneers manreled at colon: tbat ranged from tbe spawning reds of Idahols sockeye to the 
vibrant gold bues of California', offici.l ,tate n.b. 

By whatever name, however, these diverse native fish stocks all shared one common trait over the 
past century: Sharp decline. 

Many of you know local variations on the national story of why they decJined. We dammed our 
rivers. We diverted tbem, split them with roads and cuh'erts, pumped them dry. We mi.ned their 
beadwaters and left acid waste to bleed into them for det:adts after tbe exhausting tbe mine. We 
logged them from mouth to source, removing shade, shelter, nutrienb and insect babitat, Jetting the 
barren banks erode and sUt up spawning gravel beds. We drove vast uttle berds into and up tbeir 
waten:. We dumped cbemicals and sewage i.lod'slaughterbouse waste into them. <. 

Assuming the native fisb supply was indestructabJe, we ground tbem by the thousands into feed and 
fertilizer. Assuming them intercbangeable, we dumped European browos into Rainbow habitat, 
Rainbows into Cntthroat streams, Lake trout into broo~ Brook trout into lakes. 

Not all of these changes were bad* Browns in the KennebKk now thrive wbere,native trout could 
Dot. Cold tailwaten below dams have beeome prime habitat for introduced trout wbere tbe· 
temperature would not otherwise support them. Wbere trout bave adapted. we have and sbould 
strive for a balance; for ultimately we simply need more anglers spending more time on the water. 

Yet most chang", wbetber initiated unwittingly or deliberately witb tbe best of intentions, bave led 
to the near extinction of native trout and salmon in s.treams where tbey ,pawned for tens of 
thousands of years. ' 

As elsewhere on public landJ, we have tbe tools, experience, skilh and ability to make ol1r oati\'e 
flSb ruovery plans work.. What we so often lack is. a dependable way to pay (or them. Until woe 
could find it" we hive bad to experiment both witbin and between agencies, forging partnersbips 
with the private sedor, states, tribes and universities, learning to use whatever legal and practical 
resources we could get our bands on. Rehind tbese ex~riments, and guiding our efforts, was a 
respeet for creation, manifest in the ~andmark [ndangered Species Ad.' 

• 

I first went to school on native trout at Trout Creek Mountain in Southeastern Oregon. The 
Lahontan cutthroat trout wbicb once spawned vigorously in the cool, shaded alpine streams there 
had been dmen to the brink of extinction by eX(HStVe grazing. When the Fish aDd Wildlife Service 
intervened with the threat of regulation, local residents, led by two remarkable ran(hers .... (fflc :and 

., ,""", 
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Connie Hat!iefd .... decided to try something new. 

Before long, (he Trout Creek Mountain Working GrQup had hammered out a deal with ranchers 

and the Bureau of L.and Management to use rest and rotation techniques, planting willow and 

riparian fencing to restore creeks, lind thus bring back tbe Lahontan cutthroat while maintaining 

tbe ranching way-unife. "-fou go to Trout Creek ~ountaili today, you will see the landscape 

growing aspen, willow. cutthroat trout and livestock atUn concert. and tbis remarkable. 

spontaneous partnership be~ame an earty model (or setting up partnerships to restore native fish 

babitat from the grassroots up. ' 


The next step came out of a logical forum - not in a conference room, but scrawled on a cocktail 
napkin in a bar. It was there that Mike ()Qmbe<:~ then Dirutor of the BLM. fint discussed 3n idea 
coming from a bushand and wife teal!' of Jaek a~d Cindy Williams. Jack worked (or tbe Bureau of 
Land Managementt Cindy for tbe Forest ~rvice. As fisberies managen. eacb got tired of the 
otber's agency cJearcuning or overgrazing upstream from their OWb restoration' projects. Tbey saw 
what happened at Trout Creek Mountain, and they wanted to create a magnet witb iocentives that 
would draw people together like that~ across jurisdictionalliDes, and ultimately let tbem get out of 
tbe office and onto t~e fands~ape to do the work they enjoyed: conserve and restore the natural 
resour£e.. 

Turning to Am., En. at tbe National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, tbey submitted a propos.land 
won a challenge grant for 17 small projects. Trout Unlimited and the private sector mat£bed that, 
doubling tbe fund, available to half. million doll ..... 

The seed ~oney would not go for political advoeacy or litigation, sbortfalls in budgets, 
administrative overbead or research. It would focus on babitat degradation and loss, threats from 
alien species, and poor land management. Projeru move dirt. restore riparian areal, protect 
spawning redds, remove e:xori~s. increase range and change grazing, mining or logging practices,. 

It worked like. magnet, helping us strengthen: 

Clinton's Dew Executive Order on Sponfisbiog to resolve diffcrences between native and 
recreational fisheries; 

..run chinook; 

, 

Today. that pilot effort is no longer an isolated experiment! but tbe cornerstone of this 
Administranon's plaD to replenish wild trout and salmon. It is called Bring Back tbe Natives. and 
today I am proud tn more thaD double tbe federal funds available for it, fuse it with otber pilot 
projects around the country, and announce $S million in new joint public and private grants this 
year for 44 innovate projects to replenish natives i~ 14 states. 

Our combined campaign, to Bring Back the Native Fish, bas won bipartisan support from Senators 
and Congressmen across tbe political spectrum. Our ultimate goal is to, restore native fish habitat 
on 283,000 miles of streams and 6.S million acres of lakes within 460 million' acres, roughly 70 
p.....nt of.1I our federal land.. 

. Your first reaction to this drive may be "how quaint." Even 510 million in fuods to date seems 
( ..' 
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Body 

rather modest stacked up against budgets of the past. But consider the on~the...ground impact: For 
every public taxpayer's nickel is matched by a pril-'ate sector dime. Eyery quarter we pump directly 
into the watershed. Every dollar but invested .carefully towards building a sel(~sustainiDg native 
fishery yields'five dollars fot' rural businesses in that watenhtd. In this way, tbe Endangered 
Species Act fuels. guides and expands the base of Ioc:al economic growth in the places you and [ 
grew up in, tbe rilrallaowapes where we live and work. 

Your second reaction to tbe goals oftbis drive may be uShow me tbe mooey. Sbow me that this iso't 
just another one of your fish stories." Fair enougb. You may not have beard yet about wbat we've 
done for wild and native trout under the Endangered Species Act~ You may bave beard even the 
opposite, that the Act is cumbersome, rigid, tbat it somehow burts tbe economy. 

But tbere's been a quiet revolution over: the past five y,ears. Tbe reason you may Qut bave heard 
success stories is because fisheries biologists are quite often anglers, and anglers, I have learned, 
have tbe tendency to jealously guard the best flSbing waters from tbe puhlk, from each other, even 
from their bosses at tbe Forest Service Or tbe Department of loterior. Well, I'm going to blow their 
cover • 

• 

Consider tbe first fish species to be listed under the Endangered Species Act, Oncorhynchus clarki 
stomills, better known (and easier prooounced) as the greenback cutthroat trout. 

Tbe Greenback evolved. over tens of thousands of years when drier wea~er and erosion caused 
!lbasin transfers" that isolated the Rocky Mountain front raoge streams.. Tbougb tbey once teemed 
in the tbousands in high mountain waters., the greenback fell prey to miners' appetites and babitat 
lo~s from mine drainage. Tben came the devastating stock introduction of aggreuk"e. oon·native 
trout like tbe rainbow, which interbred it toward extinction; and brookies and browns, which 
spawned earlier; grew faster and edged the greenback out of prime food and space. By 1937, the 
Denver Museum of Natural History pronounced the greenback extinct. 

But in tbe mid-l960!h biologists traced report.s of "funny looking" trout to a few hundred 
greenback lingering in Como Creek and tbe Soutb Fork Poudre, botb witbin tbe Soutb Platte 
drainage. Tbat set tbe ,tage for restoration effort. to begin, and tbe rffilbly minted Endangered 
Species Att -- wbit.tl ancbored tbe state wildlife division~ the National Park Service, tbe USFWS, 
BLM and Forest Sm~'ice under one coordinated program - is the law that set it aU in motion. 

To achieve healthy, naturally spawning populations, biologists in the ESA recovery team found 
remote lakes and tributaries where ~ompeting species like rainbow could be cleared out, and 
isolated by downstream bamer waterians, It took the cooperative work of helicopters and 
hatcberi~ fot"e!ters and rlShermen, public and prh'ate mon.ey. It a1so took the delicate task of 
penuading anglers to release tbe native greeobacks., and cunvincing cateh"and-release anglers t~ 
kill lb. otben. 

And it worked. The greenback is coming back with a vengeance; three more stable populations on 
the Arkansas River drainage will complete tbe de-listing process in fuU recovery. Already, 247 acres 
of lake habitat and 89 mites of stream babitat have been reclaimed for an estimated 70,000 
greenback. 

How do greenbacks that swim turn into greenbacks that buy groceries? Two yean ago tbe 
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Colorado legislature made the greenbatk its official state fisb, wbicb helps attract 830.000 anglers 
from around the world to the Centennial State each year. Two summers ago. [ was one of them: 
next week I'm taking my son. And within a few )'ean, tbanks to Bring Back the Nativ~, the 
greenback may wen have splashed right off the Endangered Sp~ie5 list for good. 

Thatls a classic example ol.how the Endangered Species Act can be used to Bring Back the Natives, 
but it's onJy one of many. In faet, we find a similar renaissance quietiy taking place in eacb of the 20 
states where Bring Back the. Natives is put to work. from [)()rr Run in Ohio to Coos: Bay in Oregon. 

What's more, these fish engender a sense of regional pride.. Like Colorado, the Utah legislature 
recently recognized that tbeir former state fish, the rainbow, was in ract a transplanted Californian, 

, and replaced it with a Utah original, tbe native Bonneville cutthroat. Under Bring Back the Nativ~t 
we have struck a conservation agreement with the state of Utah to replenish the Bonneville to keep 
it off tbe [SA Ii,t. 

Nevada's official stnte fisb, the Labontan cutthroat. nearly vanished from overgrazing, clearcuts. 
erosion, diversion and mining. Habitat sbrank (rom 2,200 miles to 300. The final spawning run up 
tbe Truckee into Culifornia came in tbe 1930. wben a sudden agricultural diversion left hundred, 
nopping around and suffOC'ating in the mud. 

Under Bring Back the Natives, we bave beguD .estoring the Truck.e ond the overgrazed Mary' 
River watershed tbrough exchanging landt purchasing water rights, building fence exe1osures,. 
drilling wells, removing culverts and planting 15,000 aspen, chokftheries and alden. The result 
sbould boost 200 angler days per year fa more than 1,500, and help attract and retain more anglen 
(and their wallelll) to rural part, of Nevada, from 171,000 in 1991 to 224,000 Ia,t yea•. 

My bome state of Arizona boasts another success story. There, like the greenback, federal agencies 
worked witb ,tat. and private property owners to rebuild genetlc.11y pure wild native s""'ks in tbe 
\Vhite Mountaios where tbe official state fISh, the Apacbe trout, evolved, adapting to warmer 
waters where no other kind of trout could survive. Under the flexibility of tbe Act, we downlisted . 
tbe species to ff threatened" encouraging catch Bnd release, and building a stake in ownership from 
angJen. Under Bring Back the Natives, 7ivolunteen worked with ltlhery biologists from tbe Forest 
Service and tbe Apache Reservation to rebuild degraded babitat. Both .tate and tribe are now 
r""ping tb. rewards. 

.	Then there's California, where anglers di!tCovered a different kind 01 gold in rivers flowing out of 
tbe Sierra Nevada ran~: golden treut. They made it the official state fish, but on tbe Little Kern 
Rivert it too Dearly went extlnd because ofbabitat loss, compttitioD and interbreeding with 
non-natives. Linking state and federal recovery effom. we killed off introduced sp~ies; treated the 
It-aters with rotenone, and built barrierS to isolate tbose upper tributaries: for geDeti~ally pure 
species.. What's more, we did this carefully t one segment at a time so that it would Dot interfere with' 
recreational sportfishing.. Some parts of tbe system always bad fish of catchable size. Using Bring 
Back the Nath"es, biologists were able to restore 100 miles of stream and 11 headwater !akes to a 
native Little Kern l:oJden trout fishery • 

• 

[ won't go into spedfics here, but I would encourage each you to consider the level of economic 
prosperity generatcl4i eacb year wben a steady stream of a hundred thousand new anglers pour intu 
local.tOWDS and rUl'a1 counties on fIShing trips to catcb fish tbey have only heard about or seen in 
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}'our magazines and papers. 

While this driye to Bring Back the Natins expands the base of rural economic growth. it also 
broadens and strengthens the integrity of aquatic ecosystems. Because they are so sensitiye to 
habitat. needing cold, clean, well-oxygenated streams, trout form a keystone species that links 
aquatic-based phfnts and-aoimals throughout the watershed. To recover that key part is to 
replenish the whole. Which means that from Idaho's osprey to Mark Twain's red-legged frog of 
Calaveras County, Bring Back the Natives helps restore 183 rare species throughout the West. 

This campaign can :lIsa absorb the sudden and unpredictable impact of natural disasters. [n some 
watersheds, it promotes prescribed fire~ that can restore the integrity and stability of a surrounding 
forest, minimizing the risk and danger when a natural fire roars th~ough during a droug~t. In 
others, southwestern Oregon for example, rebuilding wetlands and replacing large trees back into 
the stream - to restore rip rap, food, shelter and oxygen for native trout and salmon •• helped 
displace the force of the current when a lOO-year flood roared'down. 

Finally, one ofthe concerns I've heard from states and counties and many of you is that our federal 
agencies don't get involved with recoyery until it's too late. That is, until a species of fish is listed. 
Then we don't follow through, having to divert time and fU!lds to other worst-case scenarios. It is a 
valid criticism, made true by the limits of funds provided to carry out the Act. 

That is why Bring Back the Natives stands as a model for us as we begin the process of' 
reauthorizing the Endangered Species Act. It shows how we can bund incentives with private 
landowners and counties, how we can work from the grassroots up, how we can match private 
funds with public expertise, how we can take steps to keep species from ever getting anywhere near 
the list, and how we can see a restoration plan through from start to finish. 

Now, working with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, we plant to build on it's success as a 
model in other watersheds, through Save our Southern Streams and Fisheries Across America. 

But the greatest thing Bring Back the Natives builds is more than fences, buffers and renewed rural 
economies. It builds trust. And, much like catching a wild native trout that was once thought 
extinct, you can't ever put a price on that. 

Thank you. 

n . 
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THE seCRETARY 01' AGRICl1!JURE THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

BABBITT iJNVEILS JOINT PL",'I[ TO RESTORE FISH. RURAL GRO'-"'TH 
'BIIlNG B.KK THE ,VATrvES' REPLENISHES TROUT. BASS. SAL140N COAST.TO.COAST 

For re:l~ase: June 24. 1997 Contact: Jamie Workman (202) 208-il416'(Tnterior) 
Jim Petterson (202)7~2J (Agriculture) 

[0 an address before the 2.0C0-member Outdoor Writers AssociatIon of America In Haines 
Cit)'. Florida today. (nteclor Sec~etary Bruce Babbitt aMounced a coordinated public lands 
campaign [0 replenish wild and native fish stocks. spur rural economic growth. reduce flood and 
fire damage, aoo rescue rare a~ declining trout and sa'mon species -- including tbt official state 
tish of California. Nevada. Oregon. Washington. Alas... [dalto. Utah. Arizona. New Mexi<o and 

. Colorado w~ off ~f or away from the Endangered Species lin. 

Like their "Fight Fire wich Fire~ initiative launched earlier this year, Babbitt again teams 
with Agriculrure Secretary Dan Glickman to combine piJOt restoration efforts under one dear. 
unifIed lnd aggressive national pian. and to morc than double the funds available for it. 

l'nder {his drive. to "'Sring Back the Natives." Babbitt and Glickman released more than 
55 million in new federal a.oo private grams for more than 44 innovative projects that wJll directly 
~eplenish aquatic habitat for na(ive fish species in 14 stares this year. ~ltima[ely, the campaign 
aims 10 restOre habitat on 283,000 mites of streams and 6,S million acres of lakes within .1.62 
mil !ion acres, 01' 70 percent of all federal lands, 

.[f at tim this jow campaign seems modest in COSt, ~ said Babbitt. "just consider its on·the­
ground lOCal impact: Every public nickel is matched by private dimes. every quarter is pumped 
cirectly into the local watershed. every dollar bill invested towards a self-sustaining native fishery 
yields a fiver for corrununil:'j busilv!sses in that watershed, [n this way, the End.anger«1 Species.Act 
fuels, guides and expands the base of rural economic growth, ~ 

In addition. Babbitt ~ his Buteau of Reclamation into the federal-pri"'ate team of the. 
CSDA Forest Service. U.s, F'1Sb & Wildlife Service. Bureau of Land Manag.meDl. Naliona! Fish 
and Wildlife Fotu:Xtatioo. and private or non-profit groups such as Trout Unlimited. He endOrSed 
the use or federal fish hatcheries (0 replenish rare native fish as a priority. And he unveiled [he 
economic and ecological rewards of this leveraged approach. state by state. 

"Healthy fisheries rell""t a healthy watershed .• this translate' to ""ooomic prosperity." 'aid 
Secretary Gllckman. "On' USDA"Focest Service lands. fishing generates over $1.8 billion a year 
for rural commun.iries, We c'an and should e:<.pand their growth and development by doubling Qur 

. dfarts through cooperative. up""from-the roots programs such as this." 

~tore nath·t trout babitat = more anglen. revenue 
[n the Rockies, Bring Back the Natives helps reptenish greenback cutthroat trout, once 
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TO REAUTHORIZE THE ENDAJ,GERED SPECIES ACT 

Wb,.'. where and bow we should translatt our success stories into law 
, 

Remarks of Secretary of the Interior Brun Babbitt 

-The National Press Club, Wash.ington DC 

July 17, 1997 

• 

I am pleased to return to the Pres. Club In tbe opening months of the second Clinton 
Administration, I have .hooen to speak about tb. Endangered Specl •• A.t and I would like to begin 
by ~tating a cbange 0' position and explaining the reasons for that ~hange. 

From tbe day this Ad--:ninistration arrived in 1993, I have repeatedly voiced to tbe Congress my view 
that it was Dot yet the time t-o re-autborize the Endangered Species Act. The reason, I explained, 
was that no one had ever ruDy tried to make the Act work. Too many of our predecessors bad 
virtually ignored the Act" had watched it collapse around them, and tben thrown themselves at tbe 
mercy of the courts. claiming it wasn't their fault that the Act didn't work. 

-
The Endangered Species Act, I told tbem, is 0 good ple.e of legislation, with much flexibility and, 
potential for idoo,,'ation. Give tne a cbance, I said, to dust off the Act and bring it to life, give U!I 

tilDe to go out ooto the land to work with communities and private landowners, to prove how we 
can botb proted tbe environmeot and permit sound economic development. 

Nowi after four years io the field we are protecting more plants and animals than ever before. We 
have completely -chnoged our relationship with lotallandowners, moving from conflict to 
consensus. So, we are ready to retum to Capitol Hill and to sbow you how the Act is working} and, 
to explain our administrative reforms and to ,offer our cooperation in re-autborizing tbe Ad. Tbe 
'Endangered SpeeiH Act is ripe for re-autborization, we know 'what works (and wbat doeso't), we 
have made administrative reforms that can be written into law, and have enough on.tbe--ground 
experience to engage in a debate about how to improve the Act. 

The Endangered Species Ad is the most comprehensive of all our environmental Jaws. It is tbe law 
which embodies our committment to Jive in hannony witb Creation, to carry out the Biblical 
covenant, sealed by the rainbow, between the Creator "'and aliUving things on earth." 

To see just bow far we bave come in four yean. let',s rast~rewiDd to January 1993. Those early 
frames show II complete impasse in the old growtb forests of the Northwest, an impending crisli 
threatening to sbut down bomebuilding in southern California, another timber iDdustry standoff 
looming in tbe longleaf pineforests or the Soutbt and a hundred otber ecological crises hurtling 
toward us day by day. 

In April.' 1993 President Clinton inaugurated a new <bopter in .on.ervation history by going to 
Portland where he spent a day meeting witb citizens, local officials, researchers, loggen and 
environmentalists. He then directed us to work together to produce a solution, consistent with good 
science, the law, and the Deeds of local communities. 



One year later the parties produced the Northwest forest Plan, settling the dispute and laying out a 
sustainable forestry future for the entire Cascade region, from Puget Sound to San FraDcL~cl) Bay. 
Witbin mont~ federal courts endorsed it. and we were off. 

We then turned to tbe impending development conOict in the rapidly disappearing coastal 
ecosystem betwefll Los Angeles and'San Diego. Developen and homebuilders agreed upon tbe need 
to avoid tbe mistakes of Los Augetes sprawl and conceded tbat homeowners prefer atcessible open 
space. Tbe California gnatcatcher and -otber threatened species need babitat. Open space for 
homeownen and habitat for endangered birds can be pretty mucb the same thing, provided tbe 
lines are drawn in concert by both biologists and urban plannen.. 

\-\lorking with the State of California and local city and county governmenb and developers we set, 
Ollt to do just that. [fyou want to hear aoout the results, don't take my word for it, ask the governor 
of California, or the mayors of many southern California towns and tines, or major land developers 
~R they all claim credit. and wen they should, for this was truly a consensus solution. 

The pine rorests of the South are still another unsung example of success retritved from the jaws of 
confrontation and litigation. In tbose forests, which stretch frum east Texas to the Carolina 
tidewaten, there is a bird caUed the Red-eockaded woodpecker, wbicb shares the prererence of tbe 
spotted owl for o.d growth nesting sitH. 

Howevert working with companies like Georgia Pacific, Potlatcb, Champion, International Paper 
and 8 dozen others, and with States like Georgi.a1 North CaroliDa~ South Carotina, Louisiana, Teas 
and Alabama, we have 5u«essfuUy developed agreements to conserve spedes. And at North 
Carolina's famed Pinehunt Country Club we in.ented ",metblng entirely new - the Safe Harbor 
habitat concept for individual woodlot owne~ 

Under a Safe Harbor agRement, someone wbose land management belps increJlse the number of 
woodp.ck.... on their property - Iikethe golf cou .... and resort at Pinehurst - b...... no additional 
legal responsibilities for the new anivab~ He need only maintain baseline habitat ror wbat was 
tbere at the time of tb. agreement. 

Also, tbe Fish and Wildlife Service is DOW working with several states to develop habitat 
conservation plaDs for isolated groups ofwoodp«ktrs. If someone DUrtures juvenile woodpetktn 
on his land. be receives incentive credits~ Tbose credits count towards letting him legally harvest tbe 
trees, after state and federal biologists transfer the birds to a national, state or private forest where 
a larger woodpecker population is already thriving« . 

On the Columbia RIver It is the Endangered Species Act tbat is driving til' .... tOl'lltion of our great 
salmon runs; on the Platte River tbe Act is bringing three states together to protHt the wetlands 
tbat nourish the greatest nocks of migrating cranes in :-I.rth America; and It is tbe ESA tbat i. 
driving the reintroduction of the great Atlantic: salmon, to the riven of New England. of grey wO,lves 
to the wilderness of Yellowstone, of Greenback eutthroat to tbe tributaries flowing outof 
Colorado', Rocky Mountains. 

These are just a few of many success stories. By Septemhe,r, we will bave over 200 Habitat 
Conservation Plans completed aDd over 200 more under development, together covering more tban 
300 speci .. on 18.5 million acres of private land. The Internarional As.oeiarion of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencie's - representing all SO states as well as provinces of Canada and Mexieo - has roundly 
endorsed tbese agreemt~ts~ aJoDg with DeW policy initiatives sueb as ',tSare Harbor." and "No 
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Surprises. " 

Wby? B«ause they provide: incentives for landowners to protect'3nd even attract rare nari'\o'e" 
species on tbeir property; certainty for businesses to move abeadj and ways to restore rare and 
declining species in time to keep them off tbe endangered list. Each agreement is an affirmation of ' 
our tommitmenhbd of thJ;. possibility of working together out 00 tbe landscape 10 get beyond 
political rhe(()ric~ send the lawyers back to their offices, and get down in tbe dirt to work out 
sensible agreementoJ. 

We have field"tested these reforms aDd have discovered tbat they work.. After four yean in the field 
working to implement tbe Act, we 8ft now ready to return to Wasbington and engage with the 
Congress: in a serious national debate over bow to reauthorize the Endangered Species Ad. For the 
very fint timet we Jtave a full record of the successes (and. yes, a lew failures). We know (rom 
elperiente botb the rich poSsibilities and the limitations of the Act in its present form. With that 
record, we sbould be able to move beyond political rbetoric and come together to make the Act 
work even better in tbe future. 

To set the stage for a produc~ive legislative de~at~ J suggest some guidiog priociples: 

I. 'I/O BACKSLIDISG. 

This Administration is not coming to the table to weaken or dilute the provisions of tbe Endangered 
Sped" Act. This is not merely a: good act; it is the keystone law that infuses aU our environ~entaJ 
laws witb a sense of direction and purpose - to harmonize development and resource use with the 
protection of our natura' heritage.. ' 

Let it be known tbat tbe Endangered Species Act is working. Polls c:oosistentty sbow Ibat Ibe vast 
majority oflhe American people .upport Ihe Act against attempts - .uch .. those made by the 
I04th C.ngr.... to lear it apan. 

Aod ifyou would know why Ihe people support tbis A.t.ju,t look around y.u tbr.ugb the eye,of 
an American titizen in love witb his country, a nation fined ooce again with: bald eagles nesting 
right here on tbe Potomac River, grey whales crowding the California sbores, wolves stalking elk 
tbrougb the morning mist of Yenowston~ condors soaring over tbe Grand Canyoo. and 
red....::ockaded woodpeckers bammering on cbe gnat pines tbroughout Soutbeastern forests. Think 
of your soos or daughters fisbing for the Atlantic salmoD t the Oregon Iteelhead~ or tbe Colorado 
Greenback .utthroat trout. or .lmply taking delight in tbelazy roU of a Florida manatee. or cbasing 
after·seabirds on a summer shore. 

2. WE MUST TRANSLATE SUCCESS STORIES INTO LAW. 

HCP., 'I/O SURPRISES. 

A good ,tarting point is to give fuD .tatut.ry recognition to the habitat con.e""atlon planning 
(HCP) pro.... tbat ba, been w.rked out over tbe last rour ye..... Tbe Fisb and Wildlife Se""ice and 
tbe National Marine Flsherie. Se""ice bave issued an HCP poliry guide that provides guid•••e to 
communities ioterested in tbe process. There are many important issues that ne'ed debace including 
scientific peer review. the need for mODitoring~ tbe continued administration of protected reserves 
aod the poJicy of t'No Surprisesu wbich says tbat, on(:e a conservation plan has been worked out, 
absent unforeseeable cbanges. additional babitat requirements will be ~be responsibility of tbe 

J of~ Jill/OO S:06 n 



public sector. 

"No surprises" is a policy that was wo,.ked out in the intense give and take that went into the 
Southern California NCCP process. This solution basically says that: once tbe government and a 
(aadowner agree as to what, where. and how much shall be done to minimize and mitigate damage 
by a developmcnrprojecU9 a listed species, both sides must then stick to that package. The 
government caDnot come back·at the landowner pleading fo.r more. It boils down to four words: .. A 
deal's a deal. It [ am absolutely convinced that it is: rair and tbat the idea of closure that it embodies 
is 'essentialto bringing tbe private secto.f into tbe conservation process. 

DO MORE TO KEEP SPECIES OFF THE ENDANGERED LIST 

Out in the field, during the last fou,. years. we bave learned tbat in some, perhaps many situations, 
it may be possible to avoid listing altogetheri if only we can spot tbe problems early and induce the 
parties to take proactive and aggressive ~nHrvatioD steps to manage resource use and 
development tn protect land and water habitat. 

Candidate Conserntion Agreements are one of the prime tools we are using to avoid listing species. 
Indiana, Illinois and Kentucky joined witb the federal government and the coal industry early on to 
provide safeguards aDd avoid l ..ting of tbe northern <opper belly waler snake. Th.. particular 

. creature enjoys tbe same wetlands used for coal mining. Coal companies have agreed to avoid, cut 
down or modify mining in snake habitat areas, and insure tbat the land they leave arter mining is in 
good enough shape even ror a snake to love~ Public agencies agree to protect the snake and its 
babitalloo. 

In Oregon. Gov. Kitzhaber has taken the lead by bringing together timber tOmpanles, farmers and 
ocher private landuwners to develop a cobo salmon conservation plan, avoiding the immediate need 
for a Mtbreatened"'listing for the flSb. Hi, signature on tbe agreement is backed by 530 miUion from 
tbe Oregon Legislature. 

Candidate cooservatii}n agreements maximize conservation through enbanced flexibility, which 
allows us to avoid listing speeies. Success, to me, isn't listing specit:l. It's uving species. and we are 
saving more species with candidate conservation agreement!. 

INCLUDE STATES, TRIBES, LOCAL GOVER.'fMENTS 

. We must provide expanded opportunities ror state and tribal involvement. For most of its history 
tbe Endangered Species Act bas beeD administered in a unilateral rederal form. I do not helieve 
tbere is anytbing in the text oftbe act tbat dictated that courSe. and indeed, for tbe last four years 
we have had great su.«ess in working cooperatively with other federal agencies.. states and lndian 
tribes in adminutration of the Act - tbe NCCP process in California is certainly the best known of 
tbose successes, but tbere are many otbers. 

In the Soulhwest, the Apache troul .. being successfully reslored 10 Ibe Wbile Mountains by tbe 
White Mountain Apache tribe. Just last month, along with Cnmmeree Secretary Daley, [signed a 
joint Secrelarial Order desil!lled 10 clarify Ibe responsibilities of our Departmenls when aetions 
laken under authority of the ESA Involve Trib.lland or trust resources. 

In Colorado, lb. G....nb••k eutthro.tls splashing off Ibe list uoder slateleadersbip. I would also 
higbIigbtlbe l.ad rol. played by tbe ,tale of Georgia in recovery or red-cockaded woodpeckers and 
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by ~he Go\'ernor "r Oregon in restoration or coastal salmon, 10 name but a few. 

PROVIDE INCENTIVES 

Critics "rthe A~t have long complained of the tack of incentives to induce a more positive resu" out 
on the landscape:'"The poiat is weI! taken and our Safe Harbor policy, evolved out of our experience 
with the Pint'~unt Resort and Country Club, is a good example of that. 

We have also downtisted some t~ut species to allow catch-aDd-release fIshing, which encourages 
angling groups across the country to take an active, bands on role in restoring aquatic and riparian 
habitat. And under this Administration's new Bring Ba.k the Natives partnership, private groups 
voluntarily makh federal funds two_doUa" to one in .order to launch small-scale, on ..the-grQund 
fish restoration proJ«:ts to benellt 183 rare species. 

I began my remarks with cridciSm of how previous Republican Administrations ignored the Act, let 
it collapse and then said it'didn't work.. ' 

But I al.o want to a.koowledge that the Republi<an leadership of the Senate Environment and. 
Public Works Committe., particularly Senator Chaf.. and Senator Kempthorne, along with 
Senaton Baueus and Reid, ha\'e worked hard to addres! many complex issues associated with 
reauthorization of the Act. They are working together both to codify our successes and to develop 
new appro••b•• to make the Act ,till more eff«:liv. and u••r friendly. : 

Recently I reid an. aecount of a Los Angeles '*Eeo-Expo" last April, where children were invited to 
write d()WD their answers to the basic question: "Why save endangered species?'; 

One child, Gabrie~ answered, "Because God gave us the animals. ff 

Travis and Gina wrote, ttBeeause we Jove th~m.it 

A tbird respoDse: "Beeausewe'll be looelywitbout them.Of 

Still another wrote, tlBecause they're a part of our Ure. Irwe didn't have them, it would not be a 
complete world. The Lord put them 011 earth to be enjoyed, not destroyetLIt 

Whatever our values, we can aU learn to aos-wer thiB question in tbe same voice of the cbild, wbo 
wrote her reply right down there at the very bottom of the page: "BKaule we can." 

Tbank you. 
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BABBITT A.~ DALEY SAY PROTECTIONS FOR RARE PlA.'IITS A.."1I A..'llD1ALS 

SAYE INCREASED UNDER THE "NEW" ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT 


Private Landowner I.n.volvement is ~ey to I.nc:reased Level ofProtections 

Protections, fO,r .-\rnerica', rare plants and animaJs are more effective now than at any time 
in the 24 year custory of the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA). Interior Secretary Bruce 
Babbitt lnd Commerce Secretary William M. Daley said today. Secman., Babbin·ana Dalev 
unveiled two draft,conse:'VatlQn incentive policies while highlighting th~ jwnatic improvem~nts in 
species prote;;tion due tC Cinton Administration reforms. ' 

Babbitt said the Administration has been able to address many concerns about the ESA by 
uSIng the !aw'~ built·in t1eXlbility, allowing private landowners to conserve species while 
preserving cenainty abollt the' economic potential of their property. 

··For the first time in history. the Endangered Species Act is etfectively saving rare plants 
and animals on privately owned land..·' said Se<:retary Babbitt. "It is • difference so profound that 
tn practice we really nave a. -"new" Endangered Species Act. We're saving hundreds of additional 
)pecies, we are in partnerships \kith hundreds of landowners, and millions of acres of private 
property are bemg managed to protect America's natural heritage, Endangered species. and the 
Endangered Species A.ct itself. are flourishing under our new reforms." 

"These new pOlicies demonstrate significant progress in wildlife conservation as ~'eU as 
. fostering greater appreciation for the flexibility of the Endangered Species Act," said Secretary 

Daley. "Having used these ESA policies ... guidelines we already enjoy dozen. of successful 
?artnerships "'ith the priv,~. and public sectors showing that 'pecies can be protected while 
aHowtng sustainable development and important government functions to continue." 

"Four yean ago. the ilcfwas in grave trouble, with many mCongress and the private 
sector supporting damaging' revisions, '. Secretary Babbitt said. "But nlany Americans were 
outspoken in their ·support for the ESA. With their support we have prevented the p"ing over of 
A:neric.'s na,ural heritage by taking the Endangered Species Act', built-in flexibility and using it 
fer the benefit of conservt..tion. Because the law is now responsive to the concerns of landowners. 
we now have sometrurig never before associated with the E?A; the active involvement of 
landowners, business peopi~. environmentalists and others co develop partnerships that work," 

(More) 



Ad,l1.ln.lSUlll .... e rerorms,Jfthe ESA have \:ast:y ~r,cressea the number of ;pec:es being 
protected and increased the amount of land being tr'.anaged fOf conservation bv millions of acres 
Babbitt said, • . 

Since more than "fiilf o{lis.ted species have 80 perceot of theif habitat on private lancl a.n 
effective conservation program must incl~de significant private lands involvement. Currently. 212 
partnerships called. ., habitlt conserv,u:on plans" with private landowners have been completed 
and signed, and over 2.00 are at various sta.g¢s ofdeveiopment By September 1997, t8,S million 
acres of private land will be covered by HCP's, including both preser'i. larids and those that will 
be actively managed for conservation or developed. The-se agreements will protect over 300 
5pecles, including state and federaHy listed, candidates for listing and species. of special concern. 
Only 14 habitat conservation plans were signed between 1982 and 1993, the year President 
Clinton took offic~ In addition. a ";-';0 Surprises" potiey thai provides assurances to l.andov.;:ers 
wno are participating in Rep', was officially proposed as a regulation by the interior and 
Commerce Departments on .May 29, 1991. 

"Secretary Babbiit' s commitment to achieving ihe goals of the Endangered Sp«:ies Act 
through Habitat Conser'\'"~(ion Plans, backed by his ~o Surprises policy, has caprured substantial 
enthusiasm and trust fronf many pnvate landowners and resource users_ The beneficiaries are 
$pecies which would otherwise be unprotected. even as the sensJbte de....elnpment of resources 
progresses and benefits the economy... said Guy It Yfartin, of the Western Urban Water 
Coalition and Bay-Delta Grban Coalition. 

Twenty Five "Safe Harbor Agreements" have brought active species conservation to 
nearly 21.000 acres of privately owned land and benefit more than ten speci.. Sixteen other 
agreements are in develorment and are exp¢cted to cover an additional l4,OOO acres. 

"These new policies offer the promise of not just prese:rving; the starus quo, but of 
improving-upon it~ unless we accomplish that. the goals of the Endangered Species Act cannot be 
achieved," said ),fieha.1 Bean, Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) ,eruor anorney. . 

" Through habitat management more than 200 rare species are benefiting from conservation 
agreements designed to remove threats to species thai are candidates for ESA protection. These 
Candidate Conservation Agreements are intended to preclude the need for listing. 

. "Innovative multiple species conservation programs""pannerships with private interests 
and local government-are giving real hope to the endangered .Specles of Southern California," 
;aid Dan Silver, Coordinator for the Endangered Habitats League, located in Southern California. 
"We strongly ;uppen 'these effbns, but also ask for n";ded improvements, such as in funding and 
sciermfic ir.put." ' 

While a goal of the new administrative reforms is to prevent the n«d to list declining 
spe<:ies by taking action to prot,ect them before they become criticaUy endangered. other species 
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. 
have ;-e:h;r.ed :he" point \)t'requ:ring the full ~rot!!ct;cns 0f t!-le ESA, :Jespite 1 year-long 
congressiona.Uy Imposed moratorium on the !ist!ng ot' 5pecies, ) 7 -l. Specl(S have been added to the 
list curing the ~Iinto~ Administration. more than during any other Administration. 

·'The >ramre COftServancy has been working ;;ocperativeiy with private landowners tor 
decades to conserve rare species and ecosystems on cheir land." said John Sawhill of The Nature 

. Cor.serlJ.l'.cy "As approximately 75~/Q of aJl threatened and endangered species rely to some 
extent on private land to sur-.ive, we are delighted to see an increasing focus on :hese aCtivities in 
the context of the Endangered Species Act, ': 

Babbitt and Daley announced two policies today, one creating "Safe Harbors," which will 
e~ance recovery ofFederally listed species on non-federal lands, and the "Candidate 
Conservation Agreements l

' policy, intended to remove threats to speeies not yet listed, 
"Safe Harbors and Candid..te Conservation are key pieces of the C::nton Administration's ESA . 
reforms," said Secretary 9abbitt. "Both provide imponant new inceruiv~$ and assurances to 
private pre perry owne~s ,; ~dp'save and enhance habitat for listed anr. ;;:.:tdilfate species vtithout 
having to worry about d.oJitional regulatory restrictions under the r\r, ., 

:'Comrnerce'5 go.J to balance protection ofour natural resources ...... ith sustainable 
development wU be complemented through these two policies, The policies will also enhance our 
~ation' s efforts to save endangered fish and wildlife by providing private landowners with a better 
understanding of the act's regulatory g"Jide!ines. "said Secretary Daley. "~ore effective 
stewardship or rr.anagement o-f private ~and will keep essential habitat undivtded, maintain and 
restore uruque habitats and create other unique benefits for endangered specIes." 

"The Southern California ~atura.t Community ConSef".-'!tlon P!"C,gram has taken 

endangered spec;es protection beyond regulatory gridlo(k and ideological posrurins and built a 

bridge bet'.l.-een enviro:unental protection and econorrjc imperatives," said Monica Flonan, Sr', 

Vice President of the irvine Company. "It has made conservation on private lands feasible and 

even desirable from a lan,-4owners' point of view, The NCCP has provided an lnnovative and. 

practical means to conserve multiple habitats on a large scale and to protect multiple ,species 

berore they are in danger"" 


Babbitt ,aid that under the draft Safe Harbor policy. the Fish and Wildlife Se....ice ind the 
;-.l'ational Marine Fisherie-, Service: (the Services), in cooperation 'Nith appropriate state agencies ' 
and affected Tribal government!. may provide property owners with i'~surances for enhancing the 
recovery of a listed spedes by VOluntarily entering into Safe Harbor ~!9'eements,' The Services 
must find that species included in an agreement are expected t'o receive a net conservation benefit 
from voluntarY conservation activities. A current habitat baseline condition would be determined 
and aoy incre~se in an ani;nal's population above that condition resulting from a property owrter's 
voluntary geod stewardship would not increase their regulatory responsibility or affect furure land 
use decisions. The SelVtces would issue the property owner an "enhancement of survival permit" 
under Section lOla) (I) (A) of the act, wi-joh would allow the property owneno rerum the 
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.l.t:l!cted propeftV J.( :he :!:1d ;:;f ;;he Slfe Harbor agreement oack to baseline cor.ci:ions c\ er. J:t 
resulted ir, the incidental take of a listed species..A.s long as the property owner complied ""'rh ~he 
terms and conditions ofthp! Sa.te Harbor agreement and permit he or she could make anY use of 
the pro perry th.it maintained the agreed·u.pon basetine conditions. .-

fhe Candidate Conse;;ation Agreements draft policy is similar in principle to the Safe 
Harbor poticy but pertains exclusively to species that are facies threat!) but are not yet listed, The 
goal is co remove threats to etirrjnate the need for listing. Ifa species is nonetheless listed in the 
future, the Services WQuld authorize the property owner to rerum the property to 'condition 
rr.utua!ly agreed to ~!1 the Candidate Conservation Agreement and would nOt require the 
panicipating property owner to do more to conserve the species 

Comments about the draft Safe Harbor and Candidate Conservation agreements paiieie, 
and accompanying regulatory change, to 50 Code or Federal Regulations Part 17 must b. 
received with.in 60 days after publication (during the week of June 9th) in the Ferl.eral Reglster and 
should b. addressed to Chief. Division o[Endangered Species, U,S, Fis" and Wildlife Service, 
1349 C St. ","W, {ARLSQ·.i52), Washington. DC 20240, 
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The ":"ew" Endangered Species Act 

Top Ten Achievements of Clinton Administration Reforms 


-

Habitat Co(fscrvatioQ Planning protects more than 300 species 

18.5 million acres of private hind will be covered by agreeme~t3 by September 1997 

Safe Harbor Agreements protect more th~n 10 species in 41 finished or pending 
agreements covering 36,000 acres of private land 

Candidate Conservation Agreements protet':t more than 200 fare but unlisted species 
under ..$(1 agreements, providing nrlier protection to avoid future lisrings 

37" speCltS have been listed under the Endangered Species Act since 1993, more than 
dllring any other Admlnistration 

A Secretarial order uharmonizing!1 Federal trust respon5ib~liti.($<to 555 Federally 
recognized ~ative Am:::rican tribes with responsibilities under the £SA on 95 million acres 

held in FrderaJ trust. 

Average time for federal agencies in the Nortbwest to complete formal consultation and 
biological opinions has been .slasbed by two thirds, to 45 days 

Federal wildlife agencies provide more assistance to other nati('l;ns to conserve migratory 
wildlife 

[ncTease~ involvement of all 50 state government' and hundreds or local governrnenu in 
carrying out the ESA 

Inte,.es[~d public and local interests provided with "a seat at the table"- when Feds plan 
, and carry out species recovery 

Independent scientific review now required ror listing deci!ions and reto~ery plans; helps 
provide stronger, sounder stewardship . 



NEWS 
U,S. OEPAATMENT OF THE INTERIO'R 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna {OJ 2021208-6416 
June 4, 1997 

SECRETARJES OF INTERIOR AND COMMERCE TO SIGN LANDMARK 
ORDER ON END"'''GERED SPECIES ACT AND INDIAN TRIBES 

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt and Secretary of Commerce Bill Daley will meet in 
the rndian Treaty Room at the Ord Executive Office Building on Thursday to sign a landmark 
agreement recognizing the treaty and trust responsibilities of the federal gnvernment to work with 
Indian tribes on issues involving the Endangered Species Act and Indian iands. 

"For too long we have failed to recognize the needs ofIndian Tribes to be consulted and 
part of the process from the beginning, and the traditional knowledge they can share about 
species, habitat and conservation." Babbitt said. "This Order is another example of the Clinton 
Administration's significant efforts to use the Endangered Species Act in a way that is sensitive., 
responsive and flexible to those who are affected." ' 

Secretaries Babbitt and Daley will sign the Secretarial Order in • ceremony, beginning .t 
10'00 '.m. on Thursday. June 5, that will be attended by representatives from a large number of 
Tribes nationwide. Tribal leaders Jaime Pinkham of the Nez Perce, Ronnie Lupe of the White 
Mountain Apache, Billy Frank, Chairman of the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, and Ron 
Allen, President of the National Congress of American Indian. will also speak. 

Due to _Drily requirement! for entering tbe Wbite House, aU media wishing to 
atte.d MUST provide .ame, birth dale, .odal ,ecurity number a.d citizen,hip in advance 
for admissioD to 'J'hunday's event.. Tbis infQnnation must be received DO later than 
4:00 p.m, o. Wednesday, and should b. give. to Ke. Buno. in tbe U.S. Fish & Wildlife· 
Service at 208-5657, 
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STATEMENT BY SOLICITOR OF THE INTERIOR JOHN LESHY ON 
SUPREME COURT DECISION IN BENNETT v. SPEAR·· 

The Supreme Court's Endangered Species Act decision today involves some highly 
technical legal arguments concerning ho~ people go about challenging agency decisions under the 
Act. We have always believed that our actions under the Act are and should be subject to court 
review, whether at the behest of environmentalists or other affected interests, In fact, we are 
defendants in numerous lawsuits brought under the Act by aU sorts of interest groups. 

We sought to uphold the lower court's decision dismissing this particular lawsuit because 
we believed the plaintiff water districts had not foUowed the correct legal path to the courthouse. 
Although the Court', decision today rejected our technic"lleSal arguments, it reaffirmed ,hat 'he 
courthouse doors are open to all affected interests to review our implementation of the Act ~ an 
outcome with which, broadly speaking, we agree. 

I do not anticipate that the Court's decision will have any significant effect on our 
administration of the Endangered Species Act, 
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Lisa wide (0) 202-208-6416 
For Release :\farch 18, 1997 (h) 703-683-0017 

STATEMENT OF INTERIOR SECRETARY BRUCE BABBITT REGARDING 

THE SAN DrEGO CITY COUNCIL VOTE ON THE MULTI SPECrES 


CONSERVATION PLAN 


I want to rharJc and c.ongratulate Yfayor Susan Gelding and the San Diego City Council on 
today's histone vote. Mayor Golding's leadership in protecting San Diego's natural heritage has 
resulted in an agreement that will help preserve the mos.t environmentally sensitive pieces of the 
Sa:l Diego !andscap'e. San Diego is famous for its natural beauty, and the mayor, through her 
advocacy, has insured. that beauty will remain for many generations. 

raday's action also has importan~ national implications, I consider the San Diego plan the latest 
and best example of a new era in American conservation. Voluntary conservation partnerships on 
private lands will be as important to America's natural heritage in our children's lifetimes as 
President Teddy Roosevelt's founding of the National Wddlife Refuge system and establishment 
of new n.tional parks and national monuments in the early 20th century was to us. The ability to 
reconcile the needs of both environmental protection and ec<>nomic development is an essential 
part of conservation plaruting in the 21st century. 

The Climon Administration has more than 300 habitat conservation plan. (HCP) either completed 
or in the works. By September 1997, about 18.5 million acres ofecologically important land. will 
be covered under these plans. HCP'. are part of the new way of administering the Endangered 
Species Act. We are using the flexibility of the Act to promote consensus among interested 
parties, rather than divisiveness and confiict 

The San Diego plan i. the jewel of habitat conservation plans; a careful balance between many 
point. of view that bring conservation planning to • more complex level_ Dozens of different 
interests worked to craft an agreement that saves a significant portion of ecologically sensitive 
I.nds. This was doubly difficult because development pressure. here are as imense as they are 
anywhere in lh. worl<i The result is that more land will be managed to conserve our natural 
heritage here than we could ever hope for under a parcel by parcel, or species by species, 
process, 

it is • magnificent achievement. I congratulate all the stakeholders who Sat down at the table and 
made this process work. 

- DOI­



NEWS 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SITRETARY. 
FOR r:YIMEDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (0) 2021208·6416 
January 30, \997 , Tony Floor (0) 360IS)J·93l0 

CLL'lTON .~ I>~IlNISTRAnON'S ~feGINTY. BABBITT TO FL'lALIZE STAn:WIDE 

CONSERVATION PLAN FOR WASHL'lGTON STATE'S FOREST LANDS 


Kathleen A, McG.inty, Chair of the White House Council on Environmental Quality, and 
S~cretary oflnterior Bruce Babbitt joined jennifer Belther; Washington's Conunissioner of Public 
Lands today in Seattle to finalize approval ofa 70-100 year habitat conservation plan (HCP} for 
more than 285 species offish and wildlife on 1.6 million acres of Washington state~mal1aged 
forests. Trus habitat plan is the largest agreement of its kind on forested lands. The Washington 
state Depaltment of Natural Resources HCP will now join tour large private timber harvesting 
companies. that have completed similar agreements, resulting in 2,135,000 acres of northwest 
forested land managed for long-tenn habitat conservation. 

"America's conservation challenge in the 21st Century is for private citizens, states and 
the federal govemment to work in partnership as stewards oftheland." McGinty said. ''Today's 
agreement shows us the way.'" 

"This HCP olfers a unique opportunity to prove that strong, biologically-based habitat 
prott!(;tions can be maintained for the long-term sidewby~side with sustainable timber harvests," 
Babbitt said. "President Clinton made a conunitment in 1993 to help this region reach a balance 
between species protecti0!l and strong economies, and this Administration., with unprecedented 
cooperatiOll from state goverrunents and private timber companies. is proving decisively that it 
can be done, Together with the President's Forest Plan, we are creating a conservation mosaic 
acr'oss Washington's magnificent forests that will lead to survival, indeed recovery, ofaquatic 
specie. and wildlife now endangered or in peril whlle offering long-term cenainty for rural timber 
economies. studenu and other state trust beneficiaries," 

An Hep is a land management plan authorized under the Endangered Species Act to 
conserve threatened and endangered species. For the Department of Natural, Resources, it means 
a:comprehenslve plan for state trust lands that allows timber harvesting and other management 
activities white emphasizing species conservation and ecosystem health. This plan has been 
.approved by the U.S. Fi~h and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fi.heries Service. 

(more) 



'Cnder the Act, the "taking" ofa listed"" thh:ah:nd or endangered species -- killing, 
harming. or harassing a species, or adversely modif~:ing habitat ~- is prohibited without special 
authorization from the Fish and Wildlife Service Through a habit a: conseNatlon plan negO{iated 
v.:nh [he ServIce, howf.!,:4r, an applicant can be permitted :0 "take" a listed species if the taking is 
':1cidentat and is part of a larger conservation plan that wit! not jeopardize the continued existence 
of the species and :s incidental to legal activities. . 

Part of the Department of Natural Resources Hep replaces spotted ow~ protection circles 
with a reore flexible approach to protect the owl, which is listed as a threatened species under the 
Act. The conservation strategy supports spotted owl populations in designated areas that 
scientists have determined to be most important to owl conservation based on proximity to federal 
reserves. Currently, there are 344 owl protection circles on the Department's land affecting 
timber activities on 600,000 acres. 

West of the Cascade Mountain range, this HCP also provides habitat protection for: 
steelhead; sockeye, pink. chum, chinook and coho salmon; sea-run cutthroat trout; and bull tro~t. 
The Hep allows carefully managed timber harvest within streamside buffers as long as 
precautions are taken to protect fish habitat 

The Department ofNatural Resources manages 5 million acres in Washington state of 
forest, aquatic, agricultural and urban lands for benefits to current and future trust beneficiaries 
and other residents of the state. Of this land, 2.1 million acres are forest lands. By state law, 
state~owned trust hinds must be managed primariiy to produce income for publjc scbools. 
universities, prisons, state mental hospitals. community coUeges, local services in many counties. 
and the state general fund, 
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JOINT STATEMENT 

U,S DEPARnlENT OF CO},l},lERCE 


U,S. DEPARnlENT OF THE INTERIOR 

on the 


~'DANGERED SPEClES RECOVERY ACT OF 1997 

lNTRODt.;CED BY SENATORS CHAFEE. BAUCUS, KE:'!PTHOR.'ilo ,\..'1'D REID 


We congratulate Senators Chaiee, 8aucus. Kempthorne, and Reid on the Introduction of 
their bipar:isan bill to reauthorize one of OUf Gation's mOSt important consei'ifation :aws, the 
Endangered Species Act, \Ve would like to funher recogrllze tho;: leaciership of Senator' Chafe-e, 
the Chairman of the Environment Corrunittee. fOr his lot,lS history ofaccompiishmems in the area 
of environmental protection. 

Tris biit represents a carefully crafted agreemer.t developed by the Republican and 
Democratic leaders of the Senate Environment Committee. They have found constructive 
common ground on e:c:remely difficult and complex natural resOllrces issues. Their bill builds on 
the e:<:[ensive experience we have gained with the Endangered Species Ac: over the past 25 years. 
and partiCUlarly on the innovations that have been rr.ade in the past 4 years. It represents a serious 
.effort to address the concerns regarding the Act's impact on la:ldowners without unde:mining or 
weakenir.g the fundamental protection for species and habitat provided by the Act. It also 
highlights the critical import~nce .ofrecovering; species. 

While the Administration has not yet tJken a position on the bill. the bill codifies a number 
of adrrjnistrative reforms that the Departments of Commerce and Interior have developed over 
the last several years to improve implementation ofihe Act for both e:ldangered species and 
people, A few ofth... key provisions include: 

{) Mutti~soecies approach. Over the past 25 years we've learned that good science 

SuppOf1S a multi-species strategy, This biU provides fur multi-species recovery and conservation 

plans, and !akes other steps to encourage a multi-species approach to conservation. 


o Certainty for landowners. Many landowners and businesses are willing to help cons'ef''.'e' 
species. but they want certainty about what will be expected of them in the future. This certainty 
is essential to giving private par:ies the incentive to enter into conservation pians, This bill codifies 
imoortant reforms this AdrrJnismltion has made to provide certainty far landowners in. 
conservation plan;ung, 

' 



'R~ .'~;~";;.'~-,,,"'":"",,' \,~; .. ,,;. ,',:"",,"-,,,~.t::~..; ,. ".- .' •. ,0l!.,,\;j\ L,,," ,-.~I"I._ .• u ,~ " <.,;, ...... ;,~ ,,[ ,HI; '- .... , ." ..1. .... "\.o:itL,,ere'" ~pt!:!;:c.:. A,;: l,i'tr:,J:i :;: 

ir.~d\'ertently encourages landov.mers to oes;:oy wiid!i:"¢ hJbi(ac bec;use th~y are afrJ.iG. o:'possibie 
reStrictions Ifendangered species :ire :m:r3.c:ed to :r,eir pW>Jcrtv ThIs bill addresses tnJ.t ISSue bv 
incOl?or:itin..s the Adminis,ration' 5 "Safe Harbor" po;icy that :~ :e:slg:;d to 'er.couflge iando\\ n~r; 
to take pro-active St~ to improve or enhance encan<;(ered species habitat bv removinq the 
re~~btory disincer.tive.associated '.vith JttrJcting Jcd~:an::l! t!ndangered spe;:es to the~ pfope:-:y. 

o irr:prQvin~ ;Jub!ic ar:d State invo!ve:nent. This bill contains provisions to open the 
e:1dangered species process ~~ especially recover! p!amng ~~ to the pubEc, and increases !he role 
of StJtes as impor.ant par.ners in endangered species conservation. 

o P:eventir.g species from beccminz.t;ncangefS4d. It is easier and less expensive to 

cons~rve species ~ they become er.dangered by remov:ng threats to them through pro·ac~ive 
conser;ation measures. This biB induces provisions ;0 :l.l1ow the interior and Comrr.erce 
Depar::rnenrs and other panners to relch agreements that get ahead of the cur,/e and preclude the 
need ,0 i;st clndjdate and proposed $i'ecies. 

It is important to bear in mind thai aithough representatives of our ager:.cies proviced 
techI'Jcal 3SSlst3:1ce in the cevelop:nem of this bill, ;he biU.'has not undergone full inter~ager.cy 
:eView by the AdministratiOIl. The Committee ~as scheduled a hearing en the o:ll and the 
Adm:nistration will be prepared at that r:me with ItS detailed thoughts ar.d recomme::daiions. This' 
will include any concerns regard:ng specific provisions of (he bill, including concerns regardir.g 
the in:::reased number of deadlines. the (oles a:1d responsibilities of federal agencies, a.'1d ..vhether 
the increJsed authorization levels are adequate [0 cover the :lmici;JJ.tec additional proced..Jral aile 
progra:n c9StS r.eeded to implemer.t this ;egis!arion" 

. This bill IS an important first step on the :Qad to a reauthorized and revitalized E:1cange:-ed 
Spec:es Act We encou:lge -everyone to reView this legislation carefuHy. We doubt anyone, 
ir:duding the Senators, will argue that this is perfect :egislation that cannOt be im?fCved. 
HO\'fever, reaching a bipartisan conser.sus among the Senace Com:nittee leadership on this ,issue is 
a tremendous accomplishment We look forward to continuing our work with the Senate snd 
House ~o reauthorize the Endangered Species Act, and to renewing our comrr.itment to the 
,.lJnericM people to cor:ser,le ocr r.ation's r:atural heritage for future generations. 

http:inter~ager.cy


u.s. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF"THE SECRETARY 

FOR l'.[\[fDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (0) :021208-6416 
October J. 1996 Pat Fisher (0) 2021208-5634 

STATEMENT OF SECRETARY BABBITT ON SCIENTIFIC REPORT ON 
EXTINCTION THREATS TO MANY WILD MAMMALS WORLD-WIDE 

"I believe that all cfus should be concerned by the news that fully a quarter of all the 
world's wild mammals are now considered threatened with extinction. This repoii:, from the 
Species Survival Conunission of the World Conservation Union (ruCN) and jointly published 
with Conservation International. is probably the most thorough scientific assessment of the state 
of the w~rld's wildlife ever undertaken. It clearly indicates that, unJess people of all nations make 
extraordinary efforts. we face a looming natural catastrophe qf almost biblical proportions. 

"The report's conclusion that habitat loss and degradation are primarily responsible for 
this threat is both disturbing and a reason for hope. The damage done by human activities can 
perhaps be set right ~y the ingenuity of people working together. That is why the Clinton 
Administration will continue to work through partnerships under the Endangered Species Act to 
conserve, protect and restore wildlife habitat. Through this Administration's effons and the work 
of dedicated local people, we have shown that economies can thrive while protecting irreplaceable 
wildlife resources and conserving the land and water habitat so important to wildlife and to our 
~wn quality of life. 

"The ruCN's report shows that we must not only continue and accelerate these effort~ 
here at home, but that ,we must extend them world·wide by offering our expertise and support in 
conservation activities. Our children and grandchildren should not be deprived of a world where 
these magnificent and diverse wild aniJ:nals can still find places to exist and raise their young. 
Today's report is a clarion call to take action ,while we still can,~' 
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OFFICES OF THE SECRETARIES OF L"TERlOR& AGRICULTURE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (DOl) Stephanie Hanna (0) 2021208·6416 
June 27, 1996 (USDA) Tom Amontre. (0) 2021720·4623 

SECRETARIES BABBITT & GLlCKll1AN SIGN AGREEMENTS WITH PLUM CREEK 
TIMBER TO IMPROVE HABITAT CONSERVATION FOR WILDLIFE AND FISH 

Secretary of rhe Interior Bruce Babbitt and Secretary of Agriculture Dan Gli~kman today 
announced agreements vlith Plum Creek Timber Company to protect habitat for threatened and 
endangered species and other wildlife on private lands and national forests. Secretary Babbitt 
signed. Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) on private land. owned by Plum Creek, located in the 
1·90 conidor north of Seattle, Washington. Secretary Glickman announced a.proposed land 
exchange between the USDA Forest SeMce and Plum Creek to consolidate public forests 
currently interspersed with 170,00 acres of Plum Creek's private land. in. "checker-board" 
pattern. 

(IToday's action is another example of President Clinton living up to his commitment to 
make the Endangered Species Act work better," Secretary Babbitt said. "I view ,his as lhe most 
innovalive and sophisticated Habitat Conservation Plan we have developed so far. Not only will 
this provide long~term protection for some of the best habitat in the Northwest for the northern 
spotted owl, but the plan offers an opportunity to conserve a host of wildlife and fish species that 
we know are in .erious peril, even jf,hey have not ye' been listed as threatened or endangered!' 

"While the Interior Department has been working wi,h Plum Creek to protect listed 
species an ·private lands, the USDA and Plum Creek have been working on a proposed land swap 
to improve endangered species protection on public lands," Secretary Glickman said. "This 
exchange could transfer to public ownership nearly 40.000 acre, ofPlum Creek land., protecting 
currently raadl ... areas and improving the Forest Service's ability to provide habitat for 
threatened and endangered species in the region." 

Working With [nterior', Fish & Wildlife Service and Agriculture's Forest Service 
scientists, Ptum Creek has designed the capability to analyze, document and adapt to ~omp!ex 
data on wildlife populations and migration patterns that are likely to change over the SONyear 
duration of the HCP·The technique involves high.resolu,ion Geographic Information Systems 
mapping and telemetry as well as watershed analysis . 

(more) 



"TIllS AJminlSl~ation has accomplished maJor stride;) 111 ITp,:,;,,',g :he Encangcreci Spl'cies 
Act work better and more tlexibly. BJ.bbin said, "Beginning with the- President's Forest Plan. we 
have ;mple:llented a number of pollcies that are revolutionizing our ;;apability:o work Yolu;'!{?!'ily 
with property...owners throughout the country," Babbitt said, "The tlexlbility in the Act, and this 
Administration's goal fOer.c~.urage certainty for landowners through a multi~species approach to 
conservation, has allowed companies like Plum Creek Timber to look at ecosystems and 
watersheds on their land and develop a blueprint for, long~term protection that we all can be very 
proud of" 

The Plum Creek HCP ",II protect old groWlh forests, create 200 foot buffers On fish­
bearing streams, limit or restrict logg;ns on wetlands, and provide both habitat for nesting and 
roosting owls. and adequate areas for distribution and dispersal to encourage long-term recovery 
for owls as well as species such as grizzly bears, marbled murrelets and goshawks. In all, it is . 
estimated that the Plum Creek HCP will protect four listed species and more than 280 specles of 
fish and wildlife in an ecosystem that spans 170,000 acres and 20 watersheds, 

Through the signing ofa Memorandum ofUnderstanding , the Forest Service and Plum 
Cr..,k have committed to identifY equally.valued national forest lands for .,(changes that will take 
place in the Mt, Baker·Snoquaimie, Wenatchee and Gifford Pinchot national fotests, Plum Creek 
has agreed to defer timber operations on most of their lands proposed for transW for two years to 
allow the Forest Service to IOG.te and permit lands outside the Hep suitable for timber 
operations. -

"This exchange will have significant habit.t protection benefit., protecting more of the 
scenic area in the 'Mountains to Sound' green way, which links the Cascade Mountains to the 
Puge< sound, and improving our .bility to implement the President's Fore.t Plan," Secretary 
Glickman said, "It will consoUd.te important forest limds in the Snoqualmie Pass Adaptive 
Management Area and increase access to the Alpine Lakes Wilderness Area~.. one of the most 
visited Wilderness areas in the nation. Together, the Department of Agriculture, the Department 
of the Interior and Plum Creek timber are working to improve and maintain the integrity of our 
natural environment." 

-
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OFFICE OF THE SECIttTARY 

fOR IMMEDIATE RELEAsE Sl<!>lwU. Hanna (0) 2021108-6416 

July 17,1996 Pat Foulk (0) 9161979-2129 


INTERIOR SEClttTARY SIGNS FIRST-OF-ITS-KIND SPECIES HABITAT AND 
OPEN SPACE CONSERVATION PLAN IN ORANGE COVNTY, CALIFORNIA 

The ....en. and Wildlife-rich C08S1aI sagebrush Iand.sc&pe ofOransc County, California, will 

be protected from development under. landmark c;ollSOl'Vlllion plan .i8lled today by SecrelOly oftho 

Interior Bruce Babb;1I. The plan, developed by l...u eitiz.ons, busin..... and governments, will 

protect over 4Q native Californian species tl!n:awted by des1ruetion ofhabitat and increased urban 

sprawl, Th. Orange County Cenltlll and CoestaI Natural Communities ConseMt;on Plan (NCCP) is 

the nrst..,f-;ts-kind partnership between federal, state and county governments, munieipalities, land 

developers and other property owners sharing • common ict.erest in protecting open space, 


"Today', historic aaicomont i. an _pl. ofPresident Clinton delivering on his promiso to 
make the Endangered Species A<:t work bettor; Secre!OIy Bahbiu said. "By givin& l...u c:itizons tho 
_10 develop c;oIlSOI'VIIIion plans. With tec:hnic:al and 6naru:iaI wiol"""" &om the.- and the 
federal government, we have. 8IIod shot at....,....... ......... 'Th. days oflb .. federal government 

directing overy detail ofendanaered speoies plamling &om Weshington, DC, are over. This Orong. 
County plan Will servo as. model for the nation. pointing the way to """"'" Wildlife and conserve 
open .pace in ..... ofin"'''';n. urban pressun.. It is ..... triumph ofcommunities over conflict. » 

Th. NCCP C/'OIIUIS about 38,000..,..,. in Nature RoSorvo. located duee ..... spanning the 

coutaI foothills and the foothills of the Soma Ana MoUllfains. In all, about 40 at-risk species of 

Wildlife and plants will receive protection at the AllIe level as 111. six species alreedy lilted under the 

Endangered Species Act. By shifting the einpbasis on protecting species to amulti-species habitat 

c;oIlSOI'VIIIion approach, the Deparlment oftheillterior is abl" to olfer participating landowners long. 

rang. certainty about 1II.1Uture development of their land. 


"This is. Win-win situoIion for bo1h economic ceetainty and species conservation." Babbitt 
continued: "We Will be able to """"'" these at-risk speoies before it """"""" .......ry 10 add thorn 

10 the Endangered Species list, and privaand publi.1andowners .... develop plans for 111. future ~f 
their properties wid! certainty. At the ....... 1ime, Orange County residenUl lIOW and in the IUture have 


..........ces1hat die dnimotic coutaI vi-, the ..".,..,mnnal Opportunities and the quality of liie1hat 

drew them to Onmp County in die fiBt place will not be eroded away by IIlban expansion. • 

Babbitt explained 1hat ropresontatives &om die California Resoumos Agency and from Th• 
. Irvin. Company, • tarae land developer in Orange County, had mel wid! him early in 199310 express 
an interest in coordinating. new _law empoworina counti.. and ciUes to designate open $pace 
habitat for protection ofendansered species. "This pr!)VtId to be. perfect opportunity 10 demonstrate 
this Adminiltnltion'$ belief 1hat tho Endangered Species A<:t could be used to ovoid th.kind of 
lnIi.Jt.wrocks 'created by previous adminis1nlliona in tho Pacific Northwest." 



Withln weekS of that 1993 meeting, Babbitt invoked the power of rarelY'.used provisions 
(Sections I O{al and 4{d) of ESA) within the Aot to allow the State of California to take the lead in 
protecting the threatened California gnatcatcher, This action triggered a consensus process in Orange 
County involvrng all s~holders, including local environmentalists, in the planning process. The 
Department Qfthe Interior ha,s..,since used regulatory flexibility in the 4(d) Rule to approve more: than 
140 Habitat Conservation·Plans !U'Ound the C()urttry. and more than 330 additional plans are currently 
in the development process. In southern California., the planning process IS underway to protect 
coastal and sage scrub habitat in five COWlU..: San Diego. Orange. Los Angeles, Riverside and San 
Bernardino. The eventual outcome will mean that 6000 squaIe miles b_San Diego and Los 
Angeles will have locally-planned open space r""""'os. set aside for enjoyment IJId recreation as well 
as habitat protection for wildlife and plan ... 

"This Administration has made a Series of administrative changes that make it easier for local 
citizens to protect their open spaces and use their land while still providing essential habitat protection 
for a multitude of wildlife and piant species," Babbitt said.·. "These conservation plans are voluntary 
for private landowners. and offer eommon~sense solutions and lons-term certainty. This is the w-a)' 

we wiU be dOing business in the future. and we are already seeing results on the ground from 
Washington state to the Everglad..." 

In the case of Orange County, this is the first of three ",giaos ofthe county to complete the 
NCCP proc.... Thelrvino Company i. tholarsest private landowner in the Central iii: Coastal Plan, 
and ill contributing 21,000 acres for. large part ofth.open space set aside IS NItlUreReserve. Two 
portions of the Nature Reserve, located near Newport B"'" and Irvin., will be inter-connected by 
gr_ways, hilcing paths and mountain ridges. creating recreational opportuniti .. for an area that 

. dwar:& San F!lUIcisco's Golden Gate Park or Manhattan', Central Parle. 

"I hope that Congress takes noli... of th... aecompli,hmenlS in southern Califomia." Babbitt 
said. "Dunng more than three years of _roots planning in Orange County, Congress has been 
debating and holding hearings and making impassioned 'speech .. about the Endangered Species Act, 
but nothing has been passed: They need to realize.that these NCCPs are good for at-risk and 
endangered wildlif. 'pecies, but great fo, human speci... Therei. certainty now fur growth and 
development of a dynamic region, and there i, certainty that the grandchildren of tho•• signing this 
agreement today will have access to the majestic landscape that has drawn so many to'select thes. 
communities as their homo." 

s~Babbiu will be joined at the .igning by Douglas Wheeler. S~ of the 
California Reso"""", Agency; Roger Stan..... Chairman of tho Orange County Board ofSupervisors; 
DOnald Been, CIIairmIn. and Monica Florian. Sanlor Vi"" President for Corporate AlIiIirs, ofTh. 
Irvine Company. 

A short radio actuality ofS~ Babbitt diseussing the Orange County NCCP i. available by 

calling SOO-S21-3370. or 201-208-4717 in the DC metro area. . 
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OFFICE OF TElE SECRETARY 

FOR IMIVIEDlATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (0) 202/208·6416 
June 6.1996 

STATEMENT OF SECRETARY BABBITf ON HOUSE APPROPRlATIO:'olS 
ACTION TO FUND HABITAT CONSERV A nON PLA1',S IN CALIFOR.'HA 

t: am pleased to see that a majority of members ofthe House Subcommittee on Interior 
Appropriations are willing to give us funding for creative and flexible approach•• that make the 
Endangered Species Act work better. . 

Last year, Congress placed a moratorium on any activities to fist species. or to prevent 
them from being listed by taking step' to save their habitat. This moratorium tumed oUI the 
lights on our ability to take action on the Endangered Speci.. recovery process until thi, April 
when President Clinton lifted it. 

Meanwhile, states like California took a much sounder approach, developing large. 
multi-species regional conservation plans (called Natural Communities Conservation Plans in 
California law) in concert with the Department of the Interior. In'President Clinton', budget. $6 
million was requested fur this PUrPOse. 

Yesterday. that request was cut by $1 million, but it is still helptill Iliat the Fish II< 
Wddlife Sem.. will be permitted to assist the State of California to develop, manage and 
acquire land for three large multi-species conservation plans in Oranse and San Diego Counties, 
and a regiona! Habitat Conservation Plan in Riverside County ... 

The Clinton Administration has strongly f.vored working with staleS, counties, lo~a! 
government and landowners on long·range conservation plans that address the habitat needs of 
many species ofwildlife. fish and plant specie. simultaneously. rather than looking at threatened 
.and endangered apecies protection one species at • time. In only three y ...... this Administration 
has signed more that 140 voluntary agreements for Habitat Conservation Plans. More than 300 
others are in the process offirudization. This compares willi only 15 agreements signed during 
the ten preceding years. 

Use ofHabitat Conservation Planning agr.ements to providelongterm protection for 
multiple species is one ofseveral steps the Clinton Administration has taken to make the . 
Endangered Species Act work better. and be more flexible and re'ponsive to loca! solutions 
nationwide. It is encouraging that the Subcommittee recognizes. the common sense in this 
approach and chose to provide funding that will allow us to assist the State ofCalifornia during 
FY 1997. It would be even more encouraging if states could count on the Congress to assist 
their conservation planning efforts in the future. 

-DOl· 



NEWS 
u.s. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

FOR IlvlMEDlATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (0) 2021208·6416 
May 29, 1996 Diana Hawkins (0) 404/679-7293 

INTERIOR SECRETARY TO SIGN SAFE HARBOR AGREEMENT FOR 

RED-COCKADED WOODPECKERS BEFORE U.S. GOLF ASSN. LADIES OPEN 


Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt today joined some oCthe nation's iop women 
golfers at the Pin. Needles Golf Course near PinehurstiSouthcm Pines, North Carolina., to 
announce another participant in an innovative new program to encourage habitat conservation 
for the endangered red-oockaded woodpecker. The Pine Needles Lodg•• & County Club 
becomes the 14th golf course signing an agreement with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service .ince 
the program was developed last year. 

The Sof. Harbor program i. also known .. the North Carolina Sandhills HabitAt 
Conservation Plan. It i•• first-of-its-kind program, designed to encourage private landowners to 
undertake actions that will benefit the red-cockaded woodpecker. Sofe Harbors is one of the 
many new approache. taken by the Clinton AdminiStration to work cooperatively with private 
landowners on habitat conservation for threatened aod endangered species. The plan removes a 
regulatory impediment that h .., in the past, caused some landowners concern that conserving an 
attractive habitat for an endangered species might restrict the use of their property in the future. 
The plan w.. developed by the Service and representatives from the Environmental Defense 
Fund, the North Carolina Wddlif. Resources Commission. the North Carolina Natural Heritage 
Program, the North Carolina State University" Red-Cockaded Woodpecker Research Program, 
and the Saodltills Area" Land T/Wit. 

"This is. great """,,,pie ofsome of the exciting innovative approaches this 
Administration bas taken to make the Endangered Specie. Act work better," Secretary Babbitt 
said. "We took a look at the fact that the red-oo<:kaded woodpecker baa been in along-term 
decline both in the Saodhill. and throughout its range in the Southeastern states. partioularly on 
private laod. That's because few laodowners had an incentive to take any aaions that would 
help ·the bird. Encouraging voluntary beneficialaclio. by private landowners may slow, stop, or 
rev.,.se. its decline." . . 

In addition to Safe Harbors, the Clinton Administration bas worked continuously to 
respond to the. concerns ofprivate landowners in making the Endangered Species Act more 
fleltible. Other examples include the 5-aere exemption for threatened species, that exemptS 95 
percent of American property owner. in most circumstances from regulation.. For larger 
landowners and others affected by the Act, there has been increuing reliance on cooperative 
Habitat Conservation Plans, and reliance on federal and statelaod .. much .. possible. 

(morel 
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Safe Harbor provides an assurance to private landowners that ifvoluntary or incidental 
land'management acth:ities result in an increase in endangered species numbers or their habitat, 
they win not suffer undue festrictions in the future, .Through a coqperative agreement between 
participating landowners and the Servicej the amount ofhabitat and ¢Xisting numbers of 
endangered species numbers is agreed upon, and anything above that level iS,considered a 
voluntary enhancement by tnelandowner. The landowner is, at anytime in the future, free to halt 
his habitat management actions, or to remove newly created habitat, as long as the overall level 
does not fall below the agreed upon b ...line. 

The plan is entirely voluntary. Only those landowners who wish to panicipate in the plan 
need do so. Thirteen golf course. in the area already participate in the Safe Harbor Program, 
induding the famous Pinehurst course. Numbers 1.8, TALAMORE, Forest Creek Golf Club, . 
Country Club of North Carolina courses I & 2, and Pinehurst Plantation. The longleaf pine 
forest type in the North Carolina Sandhill. area has heen identified by the red·cockaded 
woodpecker recovery' plan as prime woodpecker habitat and as OM ofthe 15 required locations 
to establish a viabl. woodpecker recovery population. 

If a landowner decides not to continue participaiinS in the program, the fIIvorable habitat 
conditions created will not necessarily go away. They may persist for many years unless a 
landowner decide. to eliminate them. A participating landowner is also free to sell his land and 
the buyer has exactly the same protective Safe Harbor as the previous landowner. Any 
landowner within the plan boundaries (pans of the.six counties that comprise the North Carolina 
Sandhill.) whose land exhibits potential nesting or foraging habitat is potentially eligible to 
panicipate in a cooperative agreement. The Fish and W!ldlife Service is particularly interested 
in entering into coopenstive agreements with landowner>! whose lands contain red-coekeded 
woodpecker clusters that are now abandoned. 

There are 38 golf courses in the immediate PlneburstlSouthern Pines resort area, which 
celebrated its centennial anniveraary this past year. At present, there are 49 breeding groups of 
red-cockaded woodpeekera on the golf courses, residential areas, and horse farms in this ares. 
Red-cockaded woodpeckera need older, open, pine forest. for establishing their nest cavities and 
forasing. Many sites formerly contained nesting red..:ockeded woodpeckera that are now 
abandoned. The woodpeck... may have left because oaka and other hardwoods have grown up, 
transforming an open pine forest into. dense, mixed pine and hardwood forest, unsuitable for 
these birds. Landownera can 'rehabilitate" these now-abandoned sites by controlling hardwood 
mid,tory, driIIinS new artificial cavities for the birds, and placing artificial restrictors over cavity 
entrances that have been enlarged by other specie~ 

The land management practices encouraged for participants in the Safe Harbors program 
also will help to maintain a whole array ofunusual and sigrlificant plant and animal life . 
associated with longleaf pine forests, including bobwhite quail and southeastern fox squirrel. 
Additionally,. , hardwood control will make it possible for landowners to realize the very 
substantial revenue from haIvealins pinestraw, • multi·million dollar industry in North Carolina. 
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Under the Safe Harbor Cooperative Agreement signed by Secretary Babbitt today, Pine Needles 
is agreeing to--enhance-h!bitat in the area that is pres~nt1y occupied by red-cockaded 
woodpeckers. They have also agreed to restore an unused SOO"acre tract of land which has a . 
problem with hardwoo~ encroachment in the midstory of the pine forest .Pine Needles p-rovides 
habitat for 5 breeding groups of red-cockaded woodpeckers on its Pin. Needles and Mid Pine. 
golfcourses and resort area. 

. "In my search for new approaches to help the.. marvelous symbol. of the rich biological 
history ofthe Southern states make their comeback. I have seen red-oockad.d woodpeckers 
actually flourishing amidst the combat missions of some of the miliwy's toughest troop. at Fort 

. Stewart and Camp Lajeunc," Babbitt said. "It is a gre.t pleasure to kick off another Safe Harbor 
agreement among some of America', toughest and most seasoned golfers. There is no reason . 
why woodpecker. and activities that benefit local economies. military readin.... or professional 
golf caMot thrive side-by-side. I hope to be able to stand here sometime during my tenure as 
Secretary of the Interior and be able to proclaim the red-cockaded woodpecker as on. ofthe 
gre.test Endangered Species Am sucee,' stories of this Administration," 

-DOl­



Lnitecl States Department of the [Iiterior 

March I.!. 1996 

Dear Fellow Arkansans: 


Enclosed is a camera-ready article written by Secretary of the fnterior Bruce Babbitt especially 

for Arkansas weeklies and dailies. I hope you will consider publishing it. 


Sincerely, 

~;' ''': .(~~rC-"\ 
' .....-~~~~-'" 

Michael Gauldin 
Director of Communications 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
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Endangered birdjinds supparr al home 

Arkansas, South shows nation how it's done 
By Bruct Babbitt ­
Secretary of the Interior ., 

Too often Ihe phrase: -end4ngcrcd 
spec;es~ tonjuTe5 up imases of an exotic 
fisb, bird or Inim~ :1-.11.1 brings 
controvt'l"'SY to the jlMt of Ihe country or 
lhe phlnet where i(1 "animing, L., those 
other pIacc3. it seems, the creature rq;tit! 
its SW'ftlUtlding community in !W(j CAn'lp!. 

favoring either jobs or the mvironment 
As it lum5 QUl, however, America', 

cJIWIC «ampJe of an endll."Iget«1 specict 
may quietly live ri1h.l here ill y¢Ur own 
back yard: a rate, bla<.1k and while 
Arkansas native called the ted-ooekllded 
woodpecker. 

Yct for \Orne good, ",una rel$I)J\S. 
that rum brings no oootroversy. 00 
divition. 00 couiy liliption, lW politiW 
v.unaJing. and no ecooomk stagnation. tf 
an;,tbiog. iI's boosting jobs. rt:oonna 
ancient foml'tll. and bringing people 
together. 

In ~ the v.ocdpcek:« i, pmvins 
the endangered Spectell Ace works 
exactly all it WIlS planned. 
, I \.:.now because rve ~n it wotkina 
- firsthand - in the [orests Md. wO/XU1)IS 
all across the Scuth. rve sc:m thi. bud 
coming back on Southtlm rnillta.ry l:wlse:J. 
from Ft Stew.art wttide Savannah, 
Oe~ to Eglin Air foroe Sue in 
Florida. 10 Camp WUI\C, North Cwil'Ul. 
""~!.be Marines hive I uruque slopn: 
"We'tc Savina I Few Good Spcc:ict.~ 

, But [ve secn it work m in the 
rural to'MIS and longleaf pine fQI'C\tlS of 
Arianus. for iI's then! thai timber 
companies like Gcorp Ptei1ie and 
Pot]acch Corp. an: dwtina ttl entitdy 
new course ill ~ 1pccic1 
forestry. setting III ~ rot America 
to folJuw, 

In Atbnsu.. I havo K\en a 
refreshingly vigotQll$ ~ to 
find. pmtt'CI and l'CIXWef tho ~xaded 
woodpecker, Ind. (1'1 the' ptQCeU. to 
restore Arbnw' rt.eh natural fof'ftt 
heritage - a hcritase WI nearly va,niJlbed. 

At the bcginnill8 of thb century. 
Ihe entire state wu ~ by the 
greatest old. growth pille fomts 01'1 tho 
wnlirlcnt A ttll.vc/er oould ride from 
TeXllfKana to Memphis shaded by .he 

great native piMS - kmsleaf, loblolly, 
1hortbf.n4 slott - 1M enure way. Nor 
would he be lonely, for !:he entire range 
WlS filkd '4ith the staccato and mgbt of 
!he rcd-ooebded woodpecker. 

, Then CM')¢: 1M oortbem timber 
b.rons, moving $OOtb (rom the .::m~vcr 
land, around the Oreal Wcs, stripping 
the state', treet and leaving .. ruined 
laOOX:4J)e in their wake. The native 
woodpecker 'ianished at !he plCC of the 

cle:m:uts, for It can nest only in ca\-ities 
e;(CI).Vlll:il tremt ull, old pmes .... noi,t 
interior W()!',)<j has been scftcned by " 
fungus called red heat'! disuse, 

Only 01lt thing kept Ihis l1alive 
crcatu.~ from extinction: the 1973 
En;l!lngered Spo:<i« Aot, 

After it >\>85 lisle!! ir. the 1970>, 
southern timber ifldustry skeptics 
predicted a reptay of the "jobs ~. 

Cflvironment" tntin ""reck caused by the 
Northern 5port«i owl. Thanb: 10 
Atkanw ~ggel'$, they CJlO lcil a quieter. 
subtler We, with a different endlng. 

That !ak began three ~eap ago, 
\\hrn f met W!!b Pete: Com!!;presi<!ent of 
Georgia Paeifl¢, \0 avoW a south¢«! 
standolT like that ,n Ihe P&eifie 
~est P<1t: wAde it su~stion tr,.tt i 
quickly agreed w: Get hi' local land 
rnanagt:r.I and our fcdcraJ. biologists in one 
room, leU them of our desire for 
wnsensua, and keep theit feet to the fire 
\!fIul W(l worl.cd out ~ I'Olurion. 

O\lr (tIJu!!? A landmark, common 
.me~whtK~Georgia Pal;ific 
pro!CCt1 '!he old gt0\\"1h tr« clUSlm !!lat 
an .cllvt nwing Siles lOt the 
approxin'.Alely tOO remaining 
~ pps: thAt fotage on W,OOO 
~resof1he: 4.2 milUoo ac:"eS of ;;emptny 
O\lllTled pttle [orca•. 

That step !let up an example of how 
busineu could m<l1Ic: from hindsight to 
foraight. from rQCtion to prevention, 
That a~l kti Ii palh for doz(ln, 
more t1) fcllow. 

JU$t I;ut October ! w~t 10 Wanen. 
QUts. Wltle Rod, 10 dUllO!.ll'l(le an 
apment with Potlatch Corp fhllt 
timber oompany, wlUch. has !he fourth 
largest population of woodpeckm 00 
privllfC land in the U.S., i5 IIWYl$ing 
15,000 ~o((I' fon:sled hsbic&! for the 
IM:, native bird. That means retrainine iI, 
Arkanw land manage!'! to ideuclfy, 
~~ande".en rc:store habit1ll 
for the 44 nesting woodpecker group' 
that live there. 

It .1$0 mean' no train wrec~ No 
lAwsuits. No ~u, \'1'. !hem~ rhe:rori¢ 
Atkan.' limber indu$tt)' and 

. laOOoWflc:tS. like 1M military, have mllde 
~ with. the woodpecker. e:nlxa<:ing it 
on Iheir woodlots. Thc:i13 i$ • \lQuUlem 

, 	~ SlOI'y, detnofUttatlng thaI job$ and 
Ihc: environment grow logethc:r. 

http:ande".en
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BRUCE BABBITT TO HEAR ABOUT 'BEAR l'iECESSITIES'; 

;\1EET WITH PRIVATE AND PUBLIC PARTNERS FOR BLACK BEARS 


VisillO Baton Rouge, Louisiana will follow speech by the President Monday on continuing 
our longtime Amen'can commitmenl to clean air and water 

The successful partnership that has been a model for modem conservation~-the effort 
(0 save the Louisiana black bear..could be imperiled if efforts continue !O strip away Federal 
proteCtion for conservation. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt will meet with people in Baton 
Rouge Tuesday, MlIJ'th 12, who are part of that extraordinary cooperative effolt. 

"What we have in Louisiana is a textbook. award-winning example of how to save a 
species," said Babbitt. otThe Btack Bear Conservation Committee is composed of scientists,' 
government officials, timber companles, fanners--all the stalreholders. They are all winners· 
·and so is the bear: 

"Unfortunately, a number of people in Congress want to puU the plug on protecting 
wildlife in this country," Babbitt said. "They're on an extreme mission1/) gut tbe laws that 
our conservation ethic brought about: This has to stop." 

Babbitt is in to Louisiana to cateb fish and to eneQunlge cooperative efforts like the 
on. that has led to an improvement' in black bear populations. "Louisiana and black bear go 
together just as much as Louisiana and crawfish or bass," Babbitt said. 'The bear inspired 
William Faulkner, Ernest Hemingway and Theodore Roosevelt. . 

"Teddy Roosevelt saved a' black bear cub here in Louisiana and instantly created the 
Teddy Bear. The current Congress dishonors Roosevelt's memory." 

, The SetcnUry will have a conversation about bear conservation plans with . 
"'Iumoy Lloyd, a board member of tbe Louisiana Black Bear Consenation Committee; 
Dr. Bobby Folmer, • Ne.. Roads gene",1 practitioner ..bo's man.gina biS prl.ate lands 
for bear habitat, Pat Weber. a vite president of the Crown Vantage forest products 
corporation. and olb..... They "ill meet at 10 a.m. Tuesday on tb. grounds of the Stat. 
Capil.l, 1500, North Third Slreet in Baton Rouge. 

(more) 



The Sl.';';I\.'!;tfy' >} \ iSH to Lt1llislanJ. .;,:oinddt!s with a spt:edl Pn:.~ldent Cilll(!11 IIla\.:<::-. 
;'!iltlday. repeating the ':hJJicng:: ht; gave to Congre,~s tD "I\!:lve mlr ~nv\r(mment ,';,tfe ,md 
dean for the next !!t!lieratlon," Babhin's !hret!-day Narural H:::ritage Ti1ur of l1lui:.;lana take:) 
hun IU New-Orlea~~Qnday, BalOn Rouge and Lafayette Tuesday, and Shreveport 
W~dnt:$Jay, All events a?e open to (he public. 
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BRUCE-

AS HC\'TERS ",.\0 fiSHERS. we 
"me an i..1bligatian to prol(Cl nOl 'only , 
jish and game. ~llf all wild creatures. 
This has become increasingly com­
piical<d in tht fact of continued 
r/<wlop""nt and habitat re­
<fllctlon. D.fficult choices 
;w\:e tv be- made. ft is 
'he job oj Secretary 
oJ 'he int~rior' 
Bruce BabbitL 
uS care-taker of 

the narion'5 natura! ntSouras, to 
balana recreational and b"sinw 
int<rem "ith 'h, needs of aIl5p<Clts­
fro", the grunback ,""hroat trout 
to !he bald eaglt. Babbif! has.""""tN 

encountered tremendous opposition to 
the· Endangered SpWts Act 

and h<r' he speaks out 
not anlv as a politi­

cian, but also as 
a ji;haman. 
- rnt Edito1'5. 



--------.~.~~-----------------~-----------------­
Twenty years ago the greenback cutthroat trout was 

thought to be extinct, but right now there's one on my 11ne. 

---~--....,..~-----­

W t! Jet! '·'orking...our \\3\· up .t ;mclll ['t!C5l0ne Strcam in ,he heJr( 0f Rock.,.. \\0unuin 
'Juo:'.J! P~rk, c..:st:ng sl'T!u!.lCJ' nics fur J wlld, [l.1(h'( l\sh rl;,lt bv all wad:; :lir,,:-;h: 

sh...... uld not t.',,\ISt n~re. ~'lt is \.'Jllcd {he ~rct:nb:Id: (unhro;.1t frO'Jt ~0f1l":);'il\i1(.:}Hl5 dl1r~i j[J~ 
rtl!.1i!. Jf.C t"or SC\Cr:ii (h.\.:JJ~::: :ri rhe :~lddk 1.:[ t:-::5· c~ntur:-. [I was 1.,'I.)nsidt:r..:d (1.1 bt: ~.'\t:nct. 

\k~: 1:'":"::,:", ''"; ::"u :In ,'I c.<":Dfi~' ;"J\£ :"<J::J 
~":,'\:~~. J'J:J; :;~, ~e:,,~J~t~ (" ....r..';; :~J;: ,( >I.,,, Ih~ 

~:;:l ::;;n :J :I! Li:'d ·.li~CU the 1,,1;1 cr;cJr.':trd 
~;:"C~:<~ .\cl 3i,l, :,.1-:('. -'! J~J. neJrd l I".){ ,r.t:0n~ 
:!':Jt ,he lU 'j.;<!sn (' worK. Jt :h,1[ It; , .... ::l\\.tll ~~ 
~~' :'(:Su!t,) in the: ~ttlmt c! er.~l!m-d 5pc:0t1. 

$0 ! 5(t C;'J[ .In ~ ptr:c~: August norr\l.~~ ~Q :i« U 
:hc EnC.Jfl~ft::l SfW~S ,\ct ould u:tI.a.lly PUI a 
v~~n!mk \in m~':me, 

Lp Mrc l.bo-f' :.h~ Wls. '\'lthm Sight 
.J! trot' 1ummer $n~f1~:ds vn rpS,I\Ol'l 
:.tOlll'Hatn. tr.t ,.,'Jtu IS churllmg 
:hmugtl , bou:d(Hrudded chat'l.ntL If 
,..oo....u to we the gretnbatk. Coiondo 
IS thr: only p~ you u.n do iD, They 
~'tfn1nrw:rdIdJ liw:~ dx. 
Grtmblcb et\tmd thac hadwmn: 

-""""" ... la .•.""_'"''''1I't CIU'JI'd ~~~ !Nt fto, 


!'It Roclr:y Mountltl'l fmnt'l"lngt 

.Ii from oti'ct ~ IQ \he: W5. 


Wah less thIn to.\)OO yearr.·to 

~ W jp'mlblck tt fir fI\(ft ~ 

nvt \0 iu l'Isrunl hsbtw lhart fI'Iott 


(!'Out. Thu mans II'S wUdn: but it's 

'11$0 mot't vulMnblt (0 'r.s1m: and 
othtt thrt:ars to ltJ i\.1r'1MI. 

JUS! upcurrtnt !r~m me u;ands 
Sruc'! ~nlund. pmOtltk rcco~ 
OfClect luau of tht 1.:.5. fu·h .nd 
v.i.!d..IUr: ~ for tht bst ,* ytm. Sf'U(;t It:naw! 
the ~ ~nt U\d ncar r..tun: of th~ fish. and 
:dls me dw tht gretnbxk :u«h!o« \IOU onct so 
,:omrrv:m t!w It,.,. !he: meat of chW.c for rni.nm 1ft 

lnd'.'Illf:. CCll.tnI City .wi Ilthtr muunc toWN. ;~ 
L'le rum of U>.c Cet'lt'.lry .lI".&!m heM au;u up (0 
,,,,,~,, """ -<lay IiIIq "'1'. 

But Wt :K">'tl'1i hours M the: mv this IfICIf'I"IUI&. 
: ~: uugnl Ont. r.~ hem casdn& ~~ 
?t.1~ tht fly In &It tddltS Iiw stpV1[t !he dnntlc 
l..'t'l"el'a from W qUlct ~ ~r.g !.ht banks. Thtn: 
lI't J ftw tates. but t un ,low !o !itt the hook .md t."e 
~.jh .In: fJM. Too much wn( ,Jtt;l ~ 11\ l».a: 1 
!:r'. ft"!tgt:ttlt1~ 10 "'llCn tilt flsh suttace!O Wr.t m\' fly. 

·Wt bttak (Of lunch Ir'I • dt.:mn3 bordmd 'o\' 
~~-.."g,;~t.' W~cp.:l( pw. Lp¢n .md t."!C WI ?I..(' 

" ~~ttd of .\ugult Rosornlund bnnjS mt up to 
I..~ Wi tnd nw of ihl.$ !'.sn, 

..Jrt' Omt tnt onl.,. :roUt In thcsr lIoaltfS. :ht 

~noack rcu ~ (0 mltle d..~, l.li ..d ..., t'I'.l"'" 

C'i 1:-:-,':::,', .T~'~r: .J:-~ :~~ ":':·. .l.-IJ':';; "'1':"~:;., 
!:'.cr.:, ,lc:;::'::i:\~' :'l~".;':J;;'~ :~~[ ::k< :~, '";;'ll:\,,,' 
~nci :-t:d..;.<~ Jr.C ':J~.j\\,,':;, "'::l(~ ~:J\\f','::: tJr:!tr Jr.d 
d~~c :r.<o ?':<r,CJC~ ':lH Cl ~n::1t Iq.T'C. lrtG :Jry: By 
In;, ;;"\e C'(n"'~~ ~tu5lurn JI ~Jlu(~l Hl:Stor;' ~tJ­
::our:,;;e::: :.~r ~'oack o,"CJ\Ct, 

Sut lfl ,he ::11d·: .p:i)1 Dlo\og'.m tr3Ced I't:~rt$ of 
·:-";r,~.\-·\oo\cn~ !':'OU( (0 1; few hut.dr«i gtr!!'lblcl..$ 

RECONSTRUCTING THE 
El'1r5ANGERED SEECIES ACI' 

...... u.. JwI!~is"'OIIt-.pk."'_
f \ • ai .... ,\(1 ..~"'H e.w.,;re.. C*!-­
C:~ t.iTIinit ~ .... " .~.­ .... 

~ -~"~F ...........,p"'*" ..,. it -.-. • a::: '.. - ......1 
....... t .."n. ,'! \' ••" ... I' .....-. 
'''GI~'''''''' ; ........ ' t _ ........ 

-'"::::Z:O;;." .-. ' -- ­ltw. c......-",s ,tt e........,_=.. 
_ ell- t -.!Jj",.........=t.... ..=: Mas., '~~_I!M _r , , 
.... tt..I(HIllni_..S-\S .'s Sj f1I .... iM....~_ ......... ...,...... 
_pea 7...........I...,.~ ...... _ .. 
!::' ..... .:::r..~ ;:...=~Jtr.'.l.:.. '....­

AI lill :=tt=t ---:t; \ I*' l1li ...... t!5t4 ..' ­..._.4.. (HI.lJT4) .,....,...n._tf............ .._"-_.... _.......--. 
linlertn, in ComQ eretk .HId the 5i:tuth Fork 
_. bodI.,dtin m. ;au" _ dr.>wto. nu. 
set the st.ag't' for ~(ln t!forts: tht Endanpmt 
~ ,-\cl of 197) kt II all in. motion.. 

T o achrtvt huleh}', nl!UraUy :spS'wmn, 
1J""IIo<' populmon>. I>oIop> .. '"' 
EM ftcO\-ery t~.vn found remott !aka 

arut mbuW'lCl ..hcrt compttltlt 5pt'cit5 could be: 
d~ OUI ;and \SOI;attd bI,' dO'ftt\S~ bzm;ct "''lItI'* 

f.1I.Is nus look !he ",,'OM< vl he~COpltrs md hatc~. 
io~tStt" and fI'ihtt:TIclt. and pllbli<: Jno pn\'1!t 
:rhlf')C\' It aiso look Coo\inC'Jli C1lciHf'lIi-w. ~' 
to l't~ :/'it pnbacks, mfC;on\V1Ctng catch·~ 
..t1n!ot anglm to esl tr.( r3J1I.bov.,. '.utd browns. 

II lO<JfN!d, G;eenoil<.:)., n..mlXl1 4ft r~ln~: airl!'aCY, 
14-; J(rtl of l.Jkt hlblt<lI lnd dq mt!ts of muMS 
1J\(~ hI!~n mUlI'I'"td {\.'If .-00\,11 ~v.,x.'O grttnbaCks 

_'I Ius! Ihu IS ~nJt Rc~~!:m1Ie\ts :M, ! \tltI 

nJ\tn! <ten pr(l('{ nt'l;tlJnd 

\j!~; ::;lil~ : ~.I,'::O: '< ••\~" !k~x! ·,'~!',1:S ,,::.~:a 
[0.' ie"il.''' 'rit'.',;~n r~'hlr.~ ,';:<~ \ •.l.S: ·~~~t~C~:1 
l )<r.JH ':".)'Jkir :~J~ ':;J~ ~:tl:d J :,,;~:::;~ ?olll 
JI.S! oe~"I\ ,L ffw:h "::";(5- -::':1\7', ::;: :,,~ ;«L lna 

:"''l(JC ,! :.s JSl!-'1-1 ;:,til'l "I ~ol\lr. ! ~,.;sc: ;,l\' rod 001' 
.:;udJv. :he rod Ot:'lC!. lfld I Jm plm:1g my fir;.! 
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FQrewo~d to The Yellows~Qne Wolf: A guide and sQu~cebQQk 

Our ancestors came to the New World prepared only to 
conquer, and conquer they did. Sut each succeeding generation
became increasingly aware that conquest takes its toll. One of 
the dea=est of those tolls has been the .10ss of some of the 
world's most spectacular predators. Places like the greater 
Yellowstone ecosystem. with its vast tracts of wild land, now 
provide us with an opportunity to make timely rnid~course 
corrections in our treatment of this land's ecological character. 

The Yellowstone wolf recovery program is a milestone 
project. demonstrating that our society has matured to the point 
where we recognize that humans share the earth with many other 
species as deserving of existence as we are. Through projects 
like this one I we learn not only to appreciate animals we once 
abused in ignorance, but also to use the planetls natural 
resources in ways that sustain rather than exhaust them. 

1995 hegan with·one of the more memorable events of my 
lifetime. It took place in the heart of Yellowstone National 
Park # during the first week of January, a time when a layer of 
deep, pure snow blanketed the first protected landscape in 
America~ But for all it's beauty, over the previous 60 years this 
landscape had been an incomplete ecosystem; by the 19308, 
government-paid hunters had systematically eradicated the 
predator at the top of the food Chain: the American grey wolf. 

I was there on that day. knee deep in the snow. because I 
had been given the honor of carrying the first wolves back into 
that landscape. Through the work of conservation laws. I was 
there to restore the natural cycle, to help make Yellowstone 
complete once again. 

That first wolf was an Alpha "female, and after I set her 
down in the transition.area, where she would later mate and bear 
wild pups, I looked through the grate into the green eyes of this 

. magnificent creature. within this spectacular landscape, and was 
profoundly moved by the elevating nature of America'S 
conservatioD laws. 

But my experience was only a single. hrief fragment. Paul 

Schulleryis book. with its.gathering of many voices from many 

times, tells you the whole story, from the days when wolves 

roamed the primitive Yellowstone wilderness. throught he hard 

struggle to. eliminate them, to a more tolerant age,. when we 

realized that wolves has much to of~er the human spirit. 


I encourage you to read this story with humility for what we 
were sO B~OW to learn, with pride for the course we have 
chartered. and with hope for all we have yet to gain from our 
relationship with wolves. 

Bruce Babbitt, Secretary of the Interior 
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