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Endangered bird finds support ar hone
Arkansas, South shows nation how it’s done

By Bruce Babbitt
Secretary of the Interior

aq offen the phrase "endangered
species” COmETes £p iMages of 4 exotic
fisn, bwd or ammal et drings
conuroversy 10 the part of the country or
the planct where i's vanishing, In those
other places, it seems, the crearure splits
its sumounding COMMURILY in two carmips,
favoring either jobs or the environiment.
As it tumns out, however, America's
classic example of an endangered species
may quicti¥ live nght here i your owy
back sardi & rare, bisck wnd white

Artkansas aative callad the red-cockadad

woodpetier.

Yer for soms good, sound reasons,
thit bird bangs no sonwoveny,
division, no costly Hiigation, ao political
wrangling, and fo eonomic sagaation. If
anvthing, ¥y boosing jobs, restoring
ancient forests, ead Sringing peopie
together.

T shos, (e woolpecker by proving
the Endangersd Species Act wotks
exsatly us it was planned.

T kaow becsuse [ve seen it working
= firsthand ~ in the fofests and woodions
1) acroes the South. Pve soen this bind
coming back on Southern military buses,
fram Fr. Stewart outside Savannah,
Geargia, to Eglin Air Force Base in
Flonda, to Camp LeJune, North Caroliam,
where the Marnnes have 1 unique siogan:
“We're Saving s Few Good Sostins.”

. Byt Pve seen 1t work best in g
ruzsl wywns and longleaf pine fosests of
Arkarsas, for W3 dwre st HSmber
companics bke Gooegia Preific and
Porstch Corp. ere churting e entindy
new course in ondangeted  spocics
forestry, setting an example {00 Amenies
o [oliow.

in Arkznsss, 1 have wen &
refreshingly vigorous commitment o
fing, protect and recover the red«cockaded
woodpecker, and, in the process,
testore Askanssy’ rich nstursl forest
hextiage - a herftage that géarly vanished,

At the beginning of this centusy,
the entire st was covered by the
greatest okd growth pine forexts on the
continent. A traveler could ride from
Texarkans to Memphis sheded by the

groat rutive pings ~ longleal, iobieily,
shortiend and sisah . the entire way. Nov
wonld he be lonely, for the entire range
why filied with the staccato and sight of
the redwcockaded woodpecker.

Then came the northern timber
berons, meving south from the cut-over
{ands around the CGreat Lakes, stripping
the staie’s trees and leaving s ruined
landwape in their wake. The oatre
woodpecker vanished st the pace of 1

clesrouts. for it can nost only In cavities
excavaied from wil, old pines whose
imsrior wood has been softened by a
funguy called red heart disease,

Only one thing kent this native

" cresture from exunchom: b 1973

Endangered Species Act.

Afver it was fisted by the 1570,
soutfierrs  Smber  industry  skepticy
prodicted & replay of the Tiobs s
enviranmient® taln wreck caused by the
Northern spotted owd. Thenks 1o
Arkansas loggers, they 0a8 i £ quieter,
subtier wis, with » different ending,

+ That v began throe years ago,
when et with Prte Correll, presidens of
Ceorgia Pacificy  avold & southem
siandofl ke thar I the Paeific
Hardrwest. Pete made » suggestion thut ]
quickly sgreed o Get his jocal iand
managers &% our feders! biologins in one
room, Wi therms of our desire for
sonsensus, and keep thetr feet 1o the fie
unii we worked out & solution,

Our result? A landmark, common
cnae agreeenent whershy Georgia Paeific
protects the old growth tree clusters that
wre  sotive  nesting  sites  for  ihe
approximately 100 remsining
woexipeickey grovups that forsge on 30000
scresof the 4.2 auillion scres of company

"ol pin Eorest,

That shep 2% up an ounpie of how
business sould move from hindsigit to
farenight, from reaction o pevenson,
Thit sgromnent scis & peth for dozens
mors 1o {follow,

zmmwzmwmnm
autside Lile Roek, 10 announce &n
sgroemwnt with Potlatch Torp. That
timbeer company, which hus the fourth

- largent populstion of woodpeckers on

privaes band in the US, is maneging
15000 acxes of ity forested habytat (or the
rave, tutive bisd. That means metraming its
Arkansas- land managers 1o identify,
reognize, prosest snd even restore habitat
foe the 44 oesting woodpecker groups
that live there,

It also mesns oo iein wieck. No
awsuits, No "us v them® rhetoric.
Asanmar  amber  industry  and
Iandosmer, like the miliury, ve ot
oo with the woodpocker, embraing o
on Buir woodiots, Theies is & southan
sacress gory, dernongirating that jobs and
the environment grow :
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amences Whiswazer

This month.

Yay 1 lune 1996

is honored fo have & statemer by Secreary of

Amaricgn Faitewater
Interior Bruce Babdint, Previously. Babbitt nas varvesd as Governor of Arions from
1973-1987. and as Attocney General of Arizona from 19751978, AWA sual® had the ap-
porrunicy w miet Babbirr on che banks of the Potamac River last f2i} where he con.

fided Ris love of rivars and his weakly Babie of canceing o the Potomac,

ANation &g
United by '
Waters

The 1972 Clean Water Agt
i restoring more dhan Iakes
and rivers; it has smt off e rs-
naissknce of sonomic snd
recrestianal grownh on avery
wainrfront in Amarics, Now,
suddeniy, 1U's 51l st 3take.

By Bruce Babbitt

- Only 8 guarsr century age, the
striped bass Aahing Industry on the AL
lantic coast had collapsed. Claveland’s
Cuyshoga River caught fivw. Lake Eris
was pronsusicsd “daad.” Appalschian rlv.
ary 1an orEnge. And kKaysiksrs and canos-
t3t4 oft the Potdmac River naedsd lnocula-
tiont sgainet diseksen in order 16 exgoy it
now (encus rapids.

1t seemmind wyary one of Amaericss riv
ard and akss, expeciaily those nosr in-
dustry and cities, was oo & dowryward apt-
ral of desrruction and sickoess.

Than, i Tesponse. g progressive, b
pargsas Congress passed the 1972 Claan
Voatar Act. That lsndmark conservemion
iaw srdcuisted & stmple, 7 awkwardly
stated goal: mnike the natica’s wikers

“swimsmable and fishalis™ Set sgaingt

Sacreiary of interge Broce Babiit rallins
sugporn i e CA0 Canai Resioration
Froject. Prots By fich Bowers

two senturies of abuse, 1t wis the aingle
most smbitions vironmencai isw in

&n&hmi&urxmmm

For 1 Act, 13 anforoed by the Envi
ronmenial Protection Agency, not only
Favs Americans confidenon i what they
drink, jtnoronly silowed Aericans
once sgain o sk, swim, cance, and
kaysk it thair local and urben rivers. -

ftset off an scotomic and social re

Striped baax Bahirmen xre bacik at
mwm,?&mmmm&cm.
punie Bay: Jersey Shore
spawtad & naw whaiswatching ingustey.

*
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Llevelynd’s Cuvdnoea River oesn’s burn
SNYMOUE, 2 DA% walleve IWIMmMINng In 1,
sporfigiung boats w chase them. and
ARW MAXIngS and a rivedwaik w anchor
nose boats ar e end of the day. The
LJrAL LAKRS support 300,000 boatars and
i3 mubon anglers, infusing more than §3
billion i the regional economy. Last
year, | was ene of them.
Liowmned Amesieans out on the Jakes
and rivers 8f 27 s1ates and same five
dazen 1168 w Sulebrats the wateriront
TRNALSSANTE tARING plass all acrnss
Americi. A rénalssance Trought by
strong federal conservtion laws,

’ i Aprd D went flabing on Jamaics
Bay and the Hudsen Rivar, | chased after
Walleye on the Cuyshogs and Lake Eris
one ramy morsing last May. [eaught
gresnback cutthroat trout i Colorade
and simalimouth bass w1 North Carsiing,
i srotied wie waterfront riverwallts i
Jacksenvilie. San Antonio and Cleveland.

{ rafed down e James Hiver, an ox-
waordinary river, the rapuds ruaning as
d'in g wildervisss ares right throngh the
hesrt of urben Richmond. 9 ariver
which has coms baek to jife. HerTing,
shad, and StUrgeon are now mgrating
énd recraationsl boastng iy inereasing
due 12 its clesn up, living proof that we
can restors this landscape. -

| England — rivers that hefore the Clean

T expect 10 see was the social ransfores

. therapids &1 Fish Ladder and Eocky I

‘Rapressuiatives chose 1o shrink t by

Americns Wigtrwatry

I saw Rayakers eskimo roil on tha
Nashua and Merrunack Rivers of New

Water Act used (o run orange, veliow,
and green, depending on the facwry dis-
charge. [ paddled gown the
Charanouches River in Atiants. down
the Little Miams: River that runs theough

IARCINEYU, ARLGSS (e Suthaty ssiuaries
of San Prandisco Bay,

{ axpecrad dramanc improvemens of

our watersieds themseives, Wha { didn's

1100, and economic growth that accompn.
nied it on the hanks of the waters. Foras
communizies restores thair local waters.
the waters Tesiornd QU SOMmMInIte,
‘The Clean Water A2 it the single great.

et urban renswal law in American his
tory.

That change 8 most svident inour
own bark yards. For example. [ have seen
Frowth s recreslion near My home in
Washingron, D.C, Gradual. steady
cleanup of the once polluted Potomac
River, and protection of tha historic CA&Q
Canal, have alicwed kayak outfitiery to
teach the crowded, often uptight .G,
population how to en)oy the remarkabls
resource.

Over 3 million residants of Maryiang,
Virginis, and Washington D.C, Uve
within a 20 minuts drive of the pristine
shoreiine nesr Grest Falls, Tralls wind
through parks and over dridges, 2 fish.
Lng hoiss are fuil of srmall mouth Dass o
cently the Fish and Wildhife Sarvice cut s
rsoteh in Little Pulis Da for siad wo
SPEWR further upstTeam. Land vaiussin-
cTeRR with the Cieanu, auIeaeting bush
fissses, rowing ciubs, restaursamn snd
outfivters. .

Elsawhers, Xaviks snd cances piny

iand. while doe heruns crulse slongpide,
Young and olf penerstions slile sre
jsarning to roil in the placid beck shen.
neiz. The dedrock to the Potomac's rest.
rEOOn. o on it of o natiom's rivers and
waterwsys, remains che Clsar Water Act,

Bach river, luks and Day tn Americs
ia # testament to the local conumunities
wha have learned to use that federal we -
ter law 1o pressrve thalr sense of place,
and trs crests & rich, democratic publie
atrmens on thair waterfront.

Thas problama, howevar, A0 N0
tirely resoived. Runoff from strewta,
farms, backyards and forests are stlll
pouring snormous amounts of pellutios ™ |
{nto rivers upon which we dapesd. Dur-
ing storms, ranoff and sewage sitdiows
waih ontrested inm gur waters.

it would seem logical o build upon
GUT pait SUcoRsses, [0 sxpand the scope af
tha Clasn Watar Azt and cthe? atserve-
tiom Ixws o sobve the problems that still
sxist. .

. - [maeasd, on May 18, 1996, the House of

s INAt spread

May / o 199

passing HR. 961 0y 2 voe of 240135 Tous
hill reidces water qualily siandargs
Based om oiENcE wWith standards 2ased
UEGN Tecsnomie 3nd sogial consider
aroni " it g4efines 75 persent of the -
region's wertlands — our natural wassr
fiitary — out of sxistence, And it repeals
(R HRLTE SIOTHIWALET DerTutung sysIem.
The leadership of this Conress s now
eiling (he American peopie that s ime
;; gt the very heart 9f the Clean Water

e

I 1984, not one politician cam- -
pagried on A platform to weaken clsan
whise protection. Yet some members of
Congress sow clamm that the original goal
of the Clean Water Act goes oo far and
Lpedes soansmue growth. They ignore
the great sConOmic benefit of clean,
bealthy watershads: the boating, bait &
tackle, ecotourism, and outdoor outfltter
businesses.

The Republican environmental on.
slaught does not sop thers, The GOP
House whip comipared the EPA o the Ga-
stapo, The GOP chair of the pubtic lands
curamiitoes trisd (o et up a commission o
shug down some 315 Nacional Parks and
Moruments Units o neiuding the £ &0
Canal. the Cuvahoga Valley NRA, the Rio
Cirands Wild & Scenic River, and the
Chatahooches River NRA. & Colorade
GOF adey trisd 1 give away 270 million
&evws of public land. A Fresiuman House
GOP Rap. staged &0 “sndangered saimon
wi~

Than Congress 7ut funds for key con-
SereRiion programs. crippling snforce
mant of 2iexn waier standards. it siashed
fands oy peological and hiotogical sci-
08 sgencins, which gather data on wa-
o qunntity and quality, as well 2s spe-
cinn an the watersheds. Ft-
nuily, Congress inroduced a “takings”
Bill that malces the public, not the poik
tuter, pary the conts of industrial clesn up

watershindy,

“MM =

it would merely take a mo-
rent, Jock the indusrrial lobbyists out of
thely offSens, and look gut their windows
at thw subtle eransiormation taking place
right on the Potomac and rivers acress
the nation, they would vee that, today,
our snvironmentsl lhws, sowed 15 years
ago, have resped both sconomic and in-
mngitle rewards, okt by tha entirs boat-
Ing community.

A8 031 active honter, part of & grow.
tng, muiti-million dollar indusery, your
way of Lilw dupends on the network of riv-
roughout s sountry.
Your Businessas besr none of the marks
of traditionsl industry, it laaves no KAy,
poliutes 10 rivers, saips no forests. and

druins 0O SWATIDS.

Foep up the good work, £nd xeep up
mmgmwmmiuummz
£5 e WErK IDRATIAT 10 IRSIOLE SVRLY WE-
tarshnd in Amarion, we will witness the
restorssion of the American community,
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Colorado's Greenback Cutthroat:
The Essence of the Endangered Species Act

Final draft to be published in Sports Afield Magazine

by Bruce Habbitt _ §

We are working our way up a freestone small stream in the
1eart of Rocky Mountain National Park, casting simulator flies
for a wild, native fish that, by conventional wisdom, simply
should not exist here. ‘ '

It’s called the greenback cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchus
clarki stomias), and for several decades in the middle cf this
century, in fact, it was considered a mythic creature. Extincr.
But then one law and many individuals began to change all thar.

Most anglers.in this part of Colorado have heard enough
about the greenback to know that it was the first fish to be
listed under the 1973 Endangered Species Act. But they’ve also'
heard a lot of cynical rhetoric that this Act "doesn’'t work,
that it’s a "colossal failure" or even that it is so "flawed that
it actually results in the decllne of endangered species."

So I set out on the trail ¢on a picture perfect August
morning ir an effort to hook one, to fish for reality, casting
beyond the myth to see whether the Endangered Species Act can
actually put a fish on my line.

Up here, above the falls, within sight of the summer sncw
fields con Ypsilon Mountain, the water is churning through a
boulder-studded channel. If you want to see the greenback,
Colorade is the only place. They don’'t live anywhere else, and
never did; greenback only entered these headwaters when, after
the Ice Age, drier weather and erosion caused "basin transfers’
that isclated the Rocky Mountain front range streams from other
drainage to the west.

with less than 10,000 years to adapt, the greenback is far
more gsensitive to its natural habitat than most trout. That means
it’s wilder; but that sengitivity also left the greéenback mcre
vulnerable to anglers and other threats to its survival.

Just upcurrent from me stands Bruce Rosenlund, greenback
recovery project leader of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service for
the past fourteen years. Bruce knows the past, present, and near
future of this fish, and tells me that the greenback cutthroat
'was once so common that it was the meal of choice for miners in
Leadville, Central City and other gold mine towns. At the turn of
the century anglers here caught up to 1,000 greenback over a
three day flshlng trip.

By stark contrast, after several hours on the river this
morning near the end of the century, I haven’t caught a-one.



: True"heen casting shoro, dropoing the fiy in che =sddisg
which geparace the driving corrent from the guiet pools alon
banks. There arse a few bires, but I am slow to S&L The hook
the fish are gone. Too much time deep fishing in lakss:; T am
forgerring to wacch the fish surface to take my Fly.
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We break oy luneh in a clearing bordersd by new growth
lodgepole pins, aspen and the last purple Ffireweed af Augusc,
Bruce brings me up oo date on the fall and rise of this fish.

Ar cne vimeé the only trout teeming in thesse waters, ohe
greenback f£ell prey to miners’ appectites and habitat loss from
mine drainage. Then cameg the devastating srock intrcduction ©f
aggressive, non-native crout like the rainbow, which incerbred it
coward extinction; and brockies and browns, which spawned
‘earlier, grew faster and sdged the greenback outr of prime food
and space. By 1937, the Denver Mugeum of Natural History
proncunced the greenback extinct.

But in the mid-1%60s, biclogists traced reports of "funny
looking" trout to a few nundred gresmback lingsring in Como Creek
and the South Fork Poudre, poth within the South Platts drainage.
That set the stage {or restoration efforts to begin, and the

freshly minced Endangered Species Act -- which anchored the state
wildlife division, the Naticonal Park Service, the USFWS, BLM and
Forest Service under one coordinated program -- ig the law that

get it all in metion.

To achieve healthy. naturally spawning populations,
-bioclogists in the ESA recovery team found remote lakeg and
cributaries where the competing species like rainbow could be
cleared oui, and isolated by-downstream harrier waterfalls. It
took the cooperative work of helicopters and hatcheries,
foresters and fighermen, gunlzc and private money. It also Look
the delicare tvask of convincing catch-and-kill anglsys L0 release
the native greenbacks, and convincing catch-and-release anglers
£e kill the others,

And it worked. The greenback is coming back with a
vengeance; threes morée stable populations on the Arkansas River
drainage will complete the de-listing preocess in full recovery.
Already, 247 acres of lake habitat and 8% miles of gtream habitar
have been reclaimed for an estimated 70,000 gresnback.

Or so the biologists tell me. I still haven't seen proof
firsthand, and am restless to start casting again.

After lunch we move back, fly rods in hand, t¢ work ancther
étrazcn of water. This time I switch, and tie on a Joe’'s Hopper
£ly: it’s a lot easier to follow this fly through rushing water,
With my hand-eye coordination coming back, fael a quick draw on
the line, and scon I am playing my first greenback to the bank,



A greenback Curthroal <oming ocul of the water is something
like spotting a scarlet tanager flving out of the foresr: the
colors ars so0 bhrilliant, S0 unsxperted, that for z moment ir
seems unreal. My £irst is & male, still in spawning colors,
stained bright red-orange on the jaws and underside, giving way
to golden yellow flanks, spangled with biack spots. Bur I don‘e
see much green on the back or anywhere else; this one ar Lsast
should have been named the scariet belliy cutthroat -- or perhaps
the rad-headed cutrhroat.

‘ Wetiing my hands, T carefully unhock the fish, hold ir scill
in the water, then watch it swim into a crevice betwesn the -
rocks. :

And in thar moment this native trout reveals to me che
spirit and essence of the Endangersed Species Act. It cannot be
expressed in legal language, or political rhetoric, or through
statistical charts and timetables. For the Act is che recognition
chat fish, the greenback, 18 a3 reflection of divine purpose; my
task, our task, is 0 enioy them and preserve them £or
generarionsg Lo come.,

T“e*e i still a2 ways to go: The c reenback cutthroat
historically populated the entire watersheds of the arkansas
Rivey and the South Blactce River from elevations of about %,008
fget -+ the elevaticon of Denver -- up into tributaries reaching
the *figh line®" of abour 11,000 feet, above which the spawnin
season 1s too short to support reproduction. And gatch-and-

eleage is the only Xind of gresnback angling allowed here.

The gual i8 to restore the greenback throughout that
hisvoric vange, and there are only 19 officially stable
population sites, including these rushing, ice-cold waters of
‘Roaring Creek. But that goal is within reach, and I have aixeaﬁy
begun casting once again to cenfirm it,

Nor am I aleone in my obsession. The chance to catch a
greenback cutthroat -- once preserved solely in jars of
fcrw&ldehyda and for decades only a heartbeat from extinction --.
is attracting anglers from around the world. This beauviful
native fish is proving that restoration dees work and that
sportgmen can and do benefit from the Endangered Species Act.

Ivig alse rapidly winning over the hearts of other Colorado
natives, In 1393 the Colorado legislature, in a burgr of state |
pride, recognized the comeback of the greenback by designating it
the official f£ish of the Centennial -State. In the debate,
iegislators took note that the rainbow trout, formerly the state
fisn, wasg not even originally from Colorado. The secrel wag out
at last -- the rainbow trout is a California native, a
transplani, no longer to be awarded spscial status.

By mid afternoon, each member of our party hag caught and
releaged a half dozen of these multi-hued fisn, and used up



"several rollis of £ilm in the process. Mo records sroksn harsg 4
much ¢of the fish £all in the seven to fourteen ingch class, “But,®
Bruce rsasgsures me, "down lower, with & longer bresding season,
the greenback can grow LO thrse or four pounds." ,

Never mind, for the outing has invigoratad my fairh in the
resilience of nature through the channeled efforns of mankind.
Ang the mere sight of one of these fish on the end of & line --
especially if ir‘s my ling -- 18 an experiencs Lo be had nowhers
zlse in the world.



Bruce Bahbitt
. 3.8, BSecretary of the Interior
Raynote Address
Before the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered 8pecies of Flora and Fauna.
November 14, 1994

on pehalf of President Clinton and nis Administration I am
pleased Lo welcome the Ninth meeting of the Confersnge of the
Farsies back once again to the United States of america.

It was just a little more than 20 years ago -- $Saturday, March 3,
1973 -- that the New York Times ran a small story on page eight
announcing that delegates from 80 nations meeting in Washington
had drafred a treaty to protect wildilife endangered by
internacional trade practices.

Ar the time, there weres many gkeptics who doubted that such an
ambicious, multilaceral treaty would sver be ravified, much lesge
prove to bhe effective. Higtory has proven otherwise. Hiscory has
ghown that the creavion of the Convention on -International Trade

in Endangered Specigs of Flora and Fauna (CITES) was an
exrtracrdinary event, matched only by, the extraordinary
accomplishnents which fZollcwed.

Of the many dramatic successes of this Convention in protecting
rhe biodiversity of thig planst, I would cite just a few well-
know exampleg.,

In 1373, CITES listed the leopard as an Appendix I species
in imminent danger of extincrzion from worlid demand for
lecpardskin coate. Bafore thavr decision, the United States
alone isported 7,000 commercial leopard skins each yesar.
With the Cites listing decision, the market for leopardskin
coatge hag virtually d*sap@eared ‘

In the 19808, a warld warkat deveiaped for exotic birds; for
gxample, "hyacinth macaw sold for $30,000 per bird in New
York City. Before CITES listing, the U.8 legally imporced
1,000 Scarler macaw: after listing, by 1386, there wag only
ten., A more dramatic cage wag with the Moluccan ¢ockatoo: In
the three yeara prior to listing, the U.$. lesgally imported
15,749 of those zolorfuz birds; after listing, there were
onky six.

Perhaps the single most important CITES achievement has been itsg
regcue of the African elephant. When the poachzng frenzy bﬁgan in
1870, ivery sald for $2.80 per pound. By the 1380s, the price of

i
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ivory rad-zscalaced 16,000 parcant Lo $300 g=sr pound. The ansuling
slaughter 4renchwd the landscage in hlood. Psachers shot 766,000 -
elephants in one decade: 74,000 elaphantg pe . 20D slephancs
every day, one elephant every eight minutes.

CITES has reversed that lethal trend. In 1989 cthe COF decided o
list che African elephant on Appendix I, banning the 4vovy trade
effective January 1980. The effect was immediate and profound. Inm
Fenya aione, elgphant XKills dropped tenfold each year: in 1389
poachers shot 2, 000;: in 1990, chey sheot 200; in 1991, théy shot
less than 2¢. In Bast Afy ica, ivory prices plummeted from $643
per pound to $22 per pound. By June 1990 the commercial markec in
tha U.S. collapsed: Wnolesalers slashed prices by 70 percent, but
ivory had become unfaghionable, and retailers could not sell in.

The United States ls committed to maintaining the ivory ban. It
has worked well; it is ﬁuyﬁorﬁed by the force of world opinion;
and it has saved the glephant. Some elephant range states have
propesaed a resolution Lo permit the Lrade in hides and meat,
arguing chat selephants can and should be culled on a sustainable.
vasis. These states do not propose thab the ban on ivory be
Lifred,

The United States recognizes that these range states have drawn &
broad disvincuion bhetwesn the trade in ivory and in hide. It iz &
-distinction that meritg full discussion and debate in the best
tradinion of the CITES process.

The success of the CITES system in preserving such species as the
leopard, parrots and elephant has resulted in no small measure
from public understanding and support. The most dramatic cas&& of
course,- 18 ivory; public support for the elephant has dried u
market demand, because it is simply not fashionable to wear ivory
jewslry or use ivory desk cbjects.

We have not been successful, in my judgement, with twa other
species of great concern: the viger and the black rhinocgrog. QGne
reagon that these Lwo gspecies are at the brink of extinciion is
that the demand for tiger bone and rhino horn for traditional
cmedicinal uses is a far more complex issue than the wearing of
ivory sarrvings or leopard skin coats,

Yer, howeveyr.difficult it may be to change age old cultural
artitudesg, we have a0 choice, for the alternative will be
unthinkable -+ the eradication ¢f tigers and rhinos from the
wilds of this planet, within our lifetime.

Recognizing the urgency ¢of this issue, the Clinton Administration
"has resolved from the outset Lo take every possible step Lo
implement the CITES resclution, adopted at the lastc 0P, which
provides.. ... [will get from Marshall Jones]
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In Sgpremper, 1933, T cravelsd U0 Brusseis to consult with oha

Sranding Commitcee of CITES on now pest Lo strengthen enforcesment
e2ffores against poaching and {ilecal sales of tigsr bone and
rining horn. The svidencs presented at that meeting showed that in
several avaas of the world, wide open markets for these producs
suil) axisr. In light of that evidence, the Standing Cosmitces
unanimously recommended that all parties consider prohibiving all
trade in all wildlife with those nations. '

On Nov. 8, following up the Svanding Committee vesolunion, this
administration gave a specific vimertable for cffending parties o
show progress in eliminating traffic in rhino and tiger products.
Then, six montihs later, when they falled to show prograess, the
U.3. imposed sanctions. This was a watershed decision. In twenty-
seven years of the Pelly Amendment‘s existence, after two dozen
“garvificarions, this was the firgy to ke followed by sanctions,
cubting $23 million in annual trade. '

Since the imposicicon of Pelly trade sanctions, there has been
some svidence of ilomprovement. The responsible officials of Taipei
have pagsed a new law intended vo -strengthen enforcement. Yet ic
is by no means clear that these measures have been sufficienc. In
the meantime, the Clinton Administration will continue Lo consuly
and work with the Secretariat and the Standing Comnmintes to
reduce and g#liminate the illieciv trade that tChre=atens o destroy
these magnificenr creatures. ’

Ag CITES pegins its third decade, there will be many new
challenges for us to work togethar Lo protect the world's
wildlife, We all know that to protvect the biological diversity of
=his marth, we must do more than gimply regulate or prohibit
crade in listed species. Beyond trade regulation, all of ug - as
members of the Conventlon and as sovereign states - should make
strongsy national efforts te conserve wildlife, and, most
importantly, the habitar on which that wildlife relies for
survival. - .

Many member states believe, as I do, that the sustainable use of
wildlife ie¢ an impartant incentive to habitat and species
consarvation, and that all member gtatss have an obligation Lo
assist one another within the framework of CITES in programg of
sugtainable management and commercial take of wildlife.

T am, of course, most familiar with the case of the crocodile.
Just a few years ago, the American croeodile, along with relaved
species in other parts of the world, had been poached t¢ the
brink of extinction. Crocedile skinsg s0ld for $36.00 per square
fost. Ar that point, CITES listed the crocedile and invented the
quota system which authorized a sustainable level of take,
including the introduction of commercial crocodile farming.



The gquota system of sustainable take will come hefors this
convenvion . in the form of a review of game trophiss from African
range states. The taxing of game trophises through sport Hunting
18 a form of sustainable wildlife conservation with widespread
support in beth range states and in import countriss. For chat
reagen I balieve that we, ag parties te CITES, have an obligation-
Lo work togethar Lo perpetuate sustainable trophy hunting, to
iisten carefully to the ceomplaints of the range states, and to
consuls and discuss acceprable sclutions.

Az I understand the concerns of Namibia and other range statss,
those sustainable take levels have been confused, disrupted, and
ignored by some importing nations, including our own. Those
import nacions have someiimes intervenad without any
consultation, making the system unworkable and expensive. That is
not our intention. We are committed to the concept ¢f susgainanle
crophy hunting, and bpelieve range states have the gresatest
interest and are in the hest pesition to enforge that practice.

Cur concsrn is that the quota may be gubject to change which
makes it unworkable. Qur own experience, with ducks and other
migratory dirds and waterfowl, has proven that quotad set by a
range state one year can ke wildly off the mark the next. Under
American law, we have a continuing cobligation to ensure
sustainable and diverse wildlife. Having sald that, I sympathize
with vour complaints of unilateral practices which are taken
without consultation.

With that spirit, we are prepared to work out a regolution which
regquires states to undertake formal consultation with the
Sranding Committee in those circumstances where they have serious
regeyrvations about the functioning of the ¢quota system oxr the
gfficacy of the related conservation plan.

There may be those here who doubt our pelicy against unilateral
and arbicrary intervention, or our policy in favor of a formal
tink betwean habitat pregervation and guotas. Why do we propose
them? For the game reason you should adoprt them: As a rangs
gtate, they are simply in oux own best interest. From box turties
o tarantulas, we have turned to CITES to help us, like Other,
range .states, stop the pet trade thar send them overseas. We have
rurned to CITES to help us praserve our threaténed habitar.

In other words, the U.S. did not join CITES to enforce )
congervacion law on others nations, but 80 other nations wouid
nelp enforce that law in the U.S. :

Apart from the institutional and legal measures, we should take
whatever steps we can Lo assist each other within the broader
agenda of CITES. :
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Last month, President Clincon signed into law the Rhino and Tiger
Conservation Act, which authorizes up ro $10 millicern per year to
further assistance of conssyrvacion projecss in Asia and Africa,

And the U.8. alsc offers assisrance and training to countries
trying to imgrove CITES compliance. In July of 19%4, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service conducted a odurse in undercover
wildlife enforcement techniques, designed sspedially for CITES
officlalsa.

For the spirit of CITES is the cocperaticn of narions. Twenty
years ago, skeptics scoffed at that spirit and doubrted thar o
could be made te work. Every month I see fresh signs that ig ig
very much alive,

On. Septeamber 9, for example, the parties of Kenya, South Africa,
Swaziland, Tanzanla, Uganda, and Zambia signed the Lusaka
Agreement no clamp down on the illegal trade in endangered
spacies. For 3% years, these six nations had witnessed the
eradicacion of 97 percent of thely rhincs, of 90 percent of chelr
elephants., For 35 years, they waiched the lucrative source of
tourism and local revenues slipping away. After 35 years, thay
decided rto stop it.

They uged :the interdependence ¢f CITES te form the world’s first
International Wildlife Task Force, United, they will carry out
cress-hordeyr operations and investigations, share directors
expariance acrcygs borders, and use a centralized databass Lo,
garher and analyze infcrmation.

These nationsg picked up the burden because CITES challenged them
ta do 6. It chalienged them Lo match enforcement with a
-muleilaceral conservation plan. And it gave them the authority,
the rescources, the sclenvific sranding, and the respect Lo carry
it out,

Now that challenge stands before usg, the parties asgembled here
voday. We must not now shrink from our respousibilizy, for it is
a responsibilicy we have chosen freely. Instead, like CITES
founders twenty years before, let us prove the skeptics wrong and
radedicate ourselves to the task set before us. It is & worthy
rask, a noble task; not withour the worst of short term Lgnsionsg,
nor without the greatest of long terin rewards.



Southern Hospitallty Welceomes Native Cresaluraes
{1,390 words}
By Bruce Babbhitt

It is auvtunn here in the heart of North Carolinma. Morning
sun wagshes down through a longleaf pine forest to an understory
of golden turkey caks and wire grags. We move through the trees,
binosulars . in hand, searching for a rare, native, black and white
woodpscker with tiny red feathers on sither side of its cap.

Eventually we come upon a tall, longleaf pine with a
telltale «¢lue: sticky, protective sap is dripping down the bark
like candle wax. Tracing its flow up the trunk we gee the source,
a nesting cavity thirty feet off the ground. In the hush, we wait
for the appearance of the red-cockaded wocdpecker.

Sud&a&iy, the silence ls ghattered by a column of Amphibious
Asgault Vehiclas roaring through the forest leps than fifcy yards
away.

That'’'s right. This beasutiful longleaf pine forest -- one of
the last remmants of an ancient woodland ecosystem which once
~covered 92 million acres across the Scutheast -- is lacated on
;Camp LeJeuna. It‘s not only heme for this avian endangered
apecles, it‘s home of the Plxst Marine Divisicn, perhaps the most
agg:&a%iva landowzer in the world,

And osne of the Iaaénudiaruptive‘ Above thea roar of the
engines, Maj. CGeneral Patrick Howard explains that his AAVs
coaxist just fine with woodpusckers., Troops and ﬁxaiuing vehicles
learn to mameuver around the nesting treea just like any other
obstacle, and the rare bir&g don’t mind the noise, as iong as
they have homes and emough space to forage. The General even has
a new glogan: "THE MARINES: We’re saving a few gaad apaéies.*

" Below the Magon-Dixon line, they’re not alone.

In my recent travels throughout the South -+ from Fort
Stewart in Georgia to Eglip Alr Porce Base in Florida, from vast,
corporate timber properties to smaller 60-acre family owned
woodlots -~ I have seen & refreshingly vigorous cosmmitment to
iind, protect and'taaavar the rad-cockaded woodpecker, and, in
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the process, to restore the Scuth’s rich natural heritage. A
hexritage that nearly vanished,

AL th§ beginning of this century, the South was covered by
the greatest old growth pine forests on the contiment. A traveler
could ride Zrom the Carolina Tidewater clear to Big Thigket in
Eagt Texas shaded by the great native pines -- langleaf,
loklolly, shortleaf and slash -- the sntire way. MNor would he b$
lopely; for the entire range was filled with the staccato and
aight of the red-cockaded wéodyaakar.

Then came the timber barons, moving south from the cutover
lands arcund the Great Lakes, stripping the South’s trees and
leaving a ruined landscape in thelir wake. The woodpecker vanished
at the pace of the clearcuts, for it can nest only in cavities
excavated from tall, bld pines whoge interisr wood has heen
© goftensd by a fungus called red heart disease. Only ona thing
kapt this pative creature from extincetion: the 1373 Bndangered
Speacies Act,

After this southern woodpecker was listed in the 1370g -
roughly the same time federal protection began for ancthex
forast-dwelling bird called the oorthern spotted owl ~- skeptics
in the timber industry began to predict docom. They worrled the
woodpecker heralded another environmental train wreck, another
confrontation between environmentalists and ioggers, ancthar‘
round of lawsuits and countersulte shutting down the timber
industry. And with just canse, For as everyons knows, that is-
axactly what happened in the Pacific Northwest with thelr owl.

' But the South tells a quister, subtler tale, with a
different ending.

There has been no tralinwreck. No lawauita. No “ug vs. them’
rhetoria. The timber industry and landowners, like ths military
and individual familisas, have made peace with the woodpecker,
axbracing it en their woodlots. Theirs is a southern success
story: demcnstrating how jobs and the environmeat can grow
together,



The story began three years ago. Riéht aftar taking office
as Seoretary, I had a viait from Pete Correll, prosident of
Georgia Pacific Corp., the natiem’'s largest foresat products
company, with holdings in both the Pacific Northwest and Southern
pine forests. To avold a southern replay of the standoff in the
Northwest, Pete made a suggestion that I quickly agread to: Get
kis local land managers and our federsl biologists togsther in
cne room, tell them of ocur deslrs for consensus, and keep their
fesl Lo the fire until we worked cut a solution,

. Qux result? A landmark, commen gense agreement wheraky
Georgia Pacific protecte the old growth tree clusters that aze
active mesting sites for the approximately 100 remainizg
woodpecker groups that forage on 50,000 acres of the 4.2 million
acres of company owned pine forest. ‘

Woeks later, we signed a sacoﬁd agreement with ﬁinaock
Timber Regource Group that protects three of the last five groups
of woodpeckers left in the state of Virginia, Following those
breakthroughs, Champion Intermational Corp. set aside 2,000 acres
in Taxas polely for the woodpeckers, ﬁaping to increase thelr
population «f two groups Lo 20. Less than a vyear later Westvaco
Corp. signed our fourth red-cockaded agreement, to protect and
‘manage their population of 16 groups in South Carolina.

Bach step helps business move from hindsight to foreaight,
from reaction %o preventicn. Hach agreement reinforces the last,
and sets a path for dozens more to follow, Just last October I
want down to Littla Roax, Arkangas. 30 announce an agraamant with
Fotlateh Corp. That tim&ar coxpany, which has the fourth 1argeac
population of woodpeckers on private land in the 7.8., ig
managing 15,000 acres of ity foraated habitat for the rare,
native bird. That means retraining its land managers to ldentify,
recognize, péotect and even restore habitat for the 44 nesting
woodpecker groupa that live thers.

Pederal foresters and land mangers are also retraining to
better manage woodpecker habitat. The Southern atates are home to
many of .our great naag@nal forests and national parks, ranging



from Sam Houston National Forest in Eaat Texas to Apalachicola
Hational Porest and Blg Cypress National Preserve in Flerida.

For decades on those lands, the Forest Service and Park
Service put out the freguent aaﬁuxalvgraund fires that burned
back tﬁa hardweod usderstory growth, and left the anclent, fire-
resigtant pine tress to stand wilk abundant open spacs in
batween. o

The arrival of Smokey Bear sped up the departure of the
woodpecker. For as fire was kept out, the cak, sghrub, and other
hardwood midstory that develepad forced the hungry bird to
abandon thelr cavity trees and forage elgewhere.

. Today tha Porest Service hag reveransd cnﬁxsa; Southern
?oré&ts are leading ihe natlon in bdbringing presaribed fires back
- onte the landscape. So is the Alr Porce; in Eglin’e 320,060 acre
remuant of longleaf pine forest, managers set controlled fires in
addition to thoge caused by munitions. Thanks to the rejuvenating.
fiames, the forest bhas begun to regain some of its original
character and richness., With woodpeckers following close behind.

- This Southern approach allows more than ths large
indugtrial, military and federal landownerg to work with natural
rhythmg. It algo helps federal regulators shift from command and
sontrol toward incentlves that encourage cave and effort by
iandowners, ao matter how small their acreage.

Congidey, for exasple, cur *Safe EHarhor™ habitat plan
goncept for individual woodlot owners., Under & pafe harbor
agreement, scmacne whose land management helps increase the |
number of weodpecksrs on their property bears no additional legsl
regpongibilities for the new arrivals. He needa only maintain
habitat for what was there at the time of the agreement.

Also, the Pish and Wildlife Service is now working with
sovaral states to develop habitst congervation plans for isolated
. groups of woodpeckers. If scmeons nurtures juvenile woodpeckers
on bis land, he raceives incentive credits. Those credits count
towards letting him legally harvest the tress, after state and
federal bhionlogists transfer the bi;ds to a mational, stats or



private forest where a larger woodpecker population 1g already
thriving. '

The Endangered Specles Act is working, providing a common
goal for the entire South. Bul its meaning gosa far beyond that,
Thanks to the Act, a third or fourth gemeration of managers,
seldiexs, loggers, real estate developers and woodlot owners are
approaching thelr native landscape im a differant, and I think,
evan betfer way than thelr ancegtors. Por them 3 forest ls now
measured by more than sinmply locatlion, or board f&at; it a#ddanly
has a context, an age, & history, and becomea_a bridge between
tha present bhuman world and the complex natural heritage in which

we live. . o
The return on our investment is to witness and take part in
the renaigsance of the great longleaf pine foreat ~- a native

acosysten being restoved to its matural Southern glory - proving -
that we can pase oo the strongest timber aconomy, the best

trained troops, and the most beautiful and bioclogically diverse
natural beritage for futura geseraticns growing up in the sSouth,
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Twenty years ago the greenback cutthroat trout was
thought to be extinct, but right now there’s one on my line.

polllp:

¢ are working our way up a small freestone steeam in the heart of Rocky Mountain
Nauonal Park. casting simulator {lies for a wild. native fish that by all odds simply
should not exist here. It is called the greenback cutthroar tout (Oncorhvnchus clarki sio-

nifas). and for several decades in the middle of this century. it was considered to be extinet.

Mot anglers in thas part of Colorddo hine heard
errugh about the geenback 1o know that 2 wus e
i frse Dsh o be listed under the 1973 Sadangered
Species At But thev've 250 heard 3 lot of rhesong
that the &0 doesn'c wadk, or that 25 o Hawed
atudily resules in the decline of endangered species.

3o | ses our on 2 perfect August mortng 10 see o
the Endangered Species Aot could acmally put 2
greenback on mv line

s’ appeuies. Then came the devasunng intredi-
non of sogeseng noe-namve 1out ke e mirbowy
e hrovkees and browns, whah spaered carlier and
edged she greenback ou of prme food and aange. By
93, the Denser Musenm of Narerd Higiory proe
nounced the greenback et

But tn the med- 1965, bivlogiss trced renors of
“Ranay-locking” wout w1 fow hendred greenbxks

Up here sbove the fails. within sy

ol the summer snowfields an Ypsilan
Mourtan. the water is chyrning
* through 2 bouider-stugded channel i

Mty lunch, Doe vt s Hopper swhich w eisier
w folfuw through nshing waeee [yast upstrear of
st bohder that has credted @ swirling goot
st bedow it The ty dnfls down asto the mool and
there 1t i agmnewd sk of volor | rase my md np
auickly. the rod bends, and 1 am plaang my fiest
greeninack ro dw bank,

Warchng 4 greenback conhiroar comng our of the
st s Wike spotting 3 scarler Gnager
g wut of the forest: the colors are
s britlian:, 5o uneapecred, that for a
soment i segrns unedl, Mine 8 4 male,

st wanit <o see the greenback. Colomdo
5 the coly place vou can do so. They
don't (and never did} live apvwhere else.
Greenbacks eniered these headwaters
when_fter the [ce Age, dry weather and

caused “basin mansfers” that 5o

Rm e preenback cuithrast i onty ane canpie of what the

stll in spawning colots, suined Bnght
tec-0range on the jaws and anderide.
But | don't we much green on dhe hack
or amvwhere else: this one a1 Jeast .
should have been named dhe scarders
belly cutthrar,

: Rocky Mouniain fonteange

rom beher drainage 1o the west.

with tess than 10.008 vears ra
adapt. the greenback & far more sensi-
tive @ its natural habiiat than moest

_ s wilder: ' Secretary of the Inteviar’s power to lis oven eriieally endangesnd speeies. and
!I‘IOUi _Th::‘zf:ns ll:ls i a:riebrl:l::l j i s of Foreitss wilditfe. stsch 28 thinca and o
dlso mor eraple (e ang At 1his wrinng, wore moderswe legslation 0 smend the £54 s been

other threats {o its suevival,
just upcurrent from me stands
Bruce Rosenlund, greenback recovery

o provisions that will get

introduvcrd i the

Supporeers of & strong ESA agere that changes ary needed. b they object
s mﬁ?; ity e prowey habiter, msect the

(MR 2314

project feader of ¢he U.S. Fish and
Widlife Service for the last 14 vears. Bruce knows
the past, presens and near fusure of this fish, and
1ils me that the greentack cutthroat was once so
comman that it was the meal of choice for mimers in
teadsille. Central Ciry and cther mining towns, Ar
the rum of the cenrury anglers here caught up w

1004 greenbacks over a three-day fshing wip.
Bu akter several hours on the rver s moming,
[ haven't caught one. $'ve been casting shor. drop-
ping the {ly in the eddies that separate the drving
iorrent from the quier ponls along e bandes, There
are 2 few bites, but L am slow 10 set the hook and the
fish are gone. Too much ame deep fishing i lakes: |
am forgerang to watch the Ash surface w cake my fiy.
We break for luncl in 2 clearing berdered by
o~ owth Jodgepole pine. 2spen and the Last pur
veed of August. Rosenlund brrgs me up «w0

he fallt and rise of dhis fish.

sne time the anly wout in these waters, the
grenback kel prey 10 mune deainagy, 35 well a5 i

lingering tn Como Creek and the Soudh Fork
Poudre, both within the South Plare drainage. That
set the stage for restoration effors; the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 sex it all in motion. :

o achizve healthy, nawraily spavning

greenback populations, viotogists in the

ESA recovery team found recote lakes
and aibutanies where competing species could be
cleared out and isolated by downstream barvier water
fadls. This took the work of helicopters and hatcheries,
foresters and fishermen, and public and privace
maney. {t alw wok convincing carch-and-eat anglers
w© release the greenbacks. and convincing catch-and-
reiease anglers o eat tie rainbows and browns.

It workesd. Greenback aumbers are dsing: already.
247 acres of lake habitax and B9 miles of streams
have been cechainsed {or abour 70,000 greenbacks.

Al least, this is what Rosenlond tells me. 1 sdll
haver's seen proof firsthand,

' thie B34 s been inmroduced
in ¢he House (HR 2179) and dwe Sessae & 1589,

ather bills may follow, The mucome of
this strugghe will determine the Bt of auny wild species and dheis babitais.

1 carefuliv unhook tie fish, hoid it
iy the water chen sutch it shoot back
fnta the current ond disappeas In this
moment the maive rout reseals to me
that € is & manifestanon of divine pur-
gose. My sk, our wask, 15 o presere
these fish for generations 10 come.

There is sill 2 ways © gor His-
waeaily. the greenback pepulated the
watersheds of the Arkansas River and
the South Plae Biver fom clevxions
of 000 feer up it the tbutaries ot
abeut 11,000 feer. shove which the spewning ses-
sae s too short 16 suppar reproducion,

The goal Is 1 restor the greenback throughow
s histon range, and there are only 19 officially s
ble population sites, including these rushing waters
of Roaring Creek Bue itis 2 goal wuthin ;ach.

The fish i also winning aver the heans of odher
Colerado samves. In 1943 e Colorade egshanue
designated the greenback as 1ts sute fsh, The -
how erout, the former stae fish, is not oven from
Cotarago—is's 2 ransplane Fors Califorma,

By mid-afternocn. rach member af eur party has
caught and released half 1 dozea. No reconds broken
hergmwmany of de fish fali in the seven to 13dach
class. “Bur,” Roserdund reassures me. “down lower
with 4 longer breeding season. the greenback can
grow o three ot four pounds ™

Never mind that’ The mere sighs of one of these
fish on the end of a line——especially my line—is 1
rxperience to be had nowher else i the world,
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Saving six birds with ¢ne stone

3y Bruce Babbitt

In the winter of 19%3, Congress ouce again began debating
. the Endangered Spacieﬁ Act. Alithe usual suspects jQi&&d in,
advancing nﬁa same old arguments: 'loung on rhetoric and woafully
short aﬁ,fact&. Called to testlify, I suggested that we might
break the stalemata by getting out of Wasbington, hanging uwp the
phone on Lhe gpeaecial interesnt lobbylists, and tryiﬁg to butld
'cmnaéaaus and, hltimately, solutions in communities actually
affectad by the Act,

AWeaka iater, we found our proving ground,

Qrange County’'s explosive growth was pushing ¢ne of the
earths’s smallest birds towards extinction. B&t this bird, the
nstive California gnatcatcher, inbabits the last remaining
undaveloped coagtal zonme gouth of Los Angeles. To gratact le, wa
would f£ace a chextal,,hilliagvdnllar raal estate indusiry. a
major regional recession, a local county bankruptcy, and ‘
.opponents who predicted éha Act would derall any economic growth
in the reglon. It locked like the next hig envirommental
trainwreck -- or the perfect chance to prove atﬁé:ﬁiaa.

The rasulls are in. Thias week, Orange County complstes the
one of the most comprehenaive and imagin&zivn congervation plansg
in bistory., unlting developers and environmentslists on what is
£ant be;aming s nationai wadalifcr kabitat congervation, cpen
space plaaning, ‘and local empowerment to pfaserve their natural

H

haritage.



That -story began with a visit to ﬁy office by Doug Wheeler,
the Califormia Resources Secretary, shortly after I decided to
list the gnatcatcher. Doug explained that Califoénia had a new
untested law -- take a breath "The Natural Communities
Conservation Programf -- that empowered counties and cities to
. Join gogether in planning and desiénating open space for the
protection of endangered species and their habitat.

Couldnft the Pederal government, he asked, reach ouﬁ and
encourage (Califormnia to take the initiative? The Irvine Company -

- Orange County's largest landowner -- also prodded me in thia
direction.

I patiently explained to them both that what they were
asking for bad simply never been done; that no previous Cabinét
member had ever delegated that kind of authoriﬁy under the
Endangered Species Act before; that there was no political,
higtorical or administrative precedent for what they had just
proposed.

And yes, I said. Let's give it a try.

| For too long, the Endangered Species Act had been
administered as a get of heavy-handed federal dictates to
' landowners. That top;down approach ignored the reality that in
this country land use planing is a local, bottom-up function,
requiring direct grassroots involvement by residents and
stakeholder groups.-It.was time to find a better way.

Within weeks I issued and implemented a regulation called a

4(d) rule, entrusting California to take the lead role. Then we



roiled up .cur sleaves, opened up the table and got down to
business with alzsstakaholﬁers”ia the county.

There were disagreements. But underlying every &i&auaa;mn
w8 a deep, shared affinity for tha‘maunaainag river valleyp and
shoreline vistas that draw pecple to southern Califomia, They
knew it might be lost, as it had been in Los Angeles; they knew
what was at stake, Protecting open space £or pecople wae an
esgential component; now there wap an opportunity to dealgn that'
open spaée to protect wildlife as well.

As the group began to forge consensus, different parts were
sel into place. The Ir&ine Company integrated its plans into thé
larger picture. Working from previcus agreements, the company had
set aside roughly 21,000 acres of its own land; with mha‘xccy
process, those acres are united under ons protected reserve.

With that corperstone, and building with dozens of
contributions from many othex piublic¢ and private landowners, the
' Orange County Board of Supervisgors unanjimously approved z plan
’dasignating a tgtai cf 38,000 acrea for pregerves near Newport
Beach and Irvine. These pregserves are good for aadapgara&
spaaiaa.'but thay*ra even hetter for huma# apecies. Spresd out
over two clusters, connected by gxaenwaya,xanﬁﬁtaia ridges,
hiking paths and atﬁex recreational opportunities, the preserve
dwarfs av&r% urban open space in the coéntgy, from Nthatzan*a
Central Park to San Francigco's Golden Gats Park.

More axitié;l‘help came from the Pew and the Proud. 3&:}?
on, federal, state and local partners recognized that Camp

pendleton -- the largest block of open space along the southern



California coast -- could be a vital part of any regionally
planning effort. The Marines are "steel con-target fighters,” and
NS one knsw guite what to axpéct. But ¥adjor General {laude
Reinke, USMC, iavited the biclogists oute the bass, developed an
approach f£or the base gimilar to the NCUP processy, and the
Marines bacame part of tha solution. He even unveiled a poater
with an smphibicus landing alongside sndangersd shovsbirds
entitled, "Marines: We're saving a few good specien.®

So what do developers, Marines, landowners and local
cziicials g&z’iﬁ roturn for their support of such an hisﬁoric
congervatrion gla&? What draws them to the table and keeps them
thera until we cosstruct a creative solution? In a word:
rartainty. .—

For it was clear from the start that thers was mors at stake
than the immediate futuras of tﬁa aalitaiy gnatonatchery wae seb cut
to designate enough cpsan space to protect all potantially
endangered species that shared tﬁa same pative habitat for
centuries to come. Orange County set out to protect 42 species,
including the peregrine falcon, the Southwestern willow
flysatcher, the Orange-throated whiptail, the northern harrier
and the sharp-shinned hawk. Along with tha others, we decided to
protect aix birds with one stons. .

But then lawyers pasad the criticsl qaa&zianz What if we
migcaloulated? After protecting habitat on part of the land, then
developing the rest, how could they be certain that, ten years
from now, a creature might take a turn far the worse and unravel

the sntire process?
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U.S. Seeks to Remove Gray
Wolf From Endangered List

» Wiidiite: Proposal would drogp soeng protections and delxst 3

entitely in states like California, where 1 is not found.

By BETTINA BOTALL

LR RVEREE F 14

Faving they Rave succesded 1a puil
ing Americu’s wrwy wolf populetion
fmek from the brink of exuncunen. fet
wenl widibfe officnds on Tueesday pro-
poserd dropping gome prowectons for
the sleek predatar.

sinee the gruy wol! was hsted 43 en-
rangered 1 much of the United 8tates
wi 1074, i1 numbers have climbed
frorn a few hundrsi in Minnesots (o
petween 3.000 aml 40603 animals scat
rered avrass the West and Great Lakes
region.

“Thit B8 iruly an endangéresd speais
seeess aery. sad US $ishoand
Wildlifa Service Diretter Jamie
Rappuport Clark.

The wildiife servicd sad © wanis o
rociassify the gray wolf from endan-
gered 10 threalened o some parts of
the couniry and tike it off the ligt en-
lirely w areas where it is nat found—
net ue:izﬁg Labfornia and Nevada,

Conservation groups were giixed in
their res-*ong They welcomed news
af the p ™ daton revound but argued
the waldle service needs to do more 1o

promate the woll's return across the

West and in nors hern New England.

“f think the sernice is being 0o cau-
uois. We cab accomphsh. fiore.” saud
Tom France, fenior oounsst for the
Nutional Wildtife Federaion,

Environmantal groups were garticy
tsefy cnitical of the proposal o delist
the gray wolf entirely m all or portins
of 3 siates, whets the waidlife service
Lthigka 1t ig unltkely the animals will

OPA ap R HERIbcant numbers,

“This plan tskes zll probection
Seay fromm walves of thev cross
the horder [:rie those regionsi
ref [ ededy the service 1o provide o
olegoaily viable repson.” sui
Bob Feenis, vice president for stiee
cies congervatan af Defenders of
Wildiide.

Federal officialz regponded that
there 15 nething 10 s10p indivetuat
siptes from launching therr owm
repovery  progratns.  Moreover,
the¥ sad. the goal of the Endan-
gered Sgevies Act i3 not 1o return
anemals 10 their histoneal range.
but t0 rescue them from the edge
of extincuon,

“Are wolves svervwhere they
could be? N¢” said Ed Bangs.
western wolf recovery coordinator
for the wildlife service. “The ques*
fion ®. CAre they zny loager en-
dangered and threatened”™ and
the answer is quickiy becoming

-

"He

That. say widlife officials, is a
rasult of the federal protections of
the last 25 years and plentifid
prey. including an exploding deer
popuiation,

Gray wolves once roamed much
of Nomh Amenca. Ferris esti-
mated there wars about 20000 in
the couniry before the Civil War,
Helentlessiy humed and poisoned
over the nexs century as livestock
predatars, they had all but disay

S JUL 12 2000

peaged by the 18305,

Whie hated wnd Jegred hy
sanchers and furmers. wolves
have heen revered by others us an
won of the wid, Thar recovury
has been both coniroverswdt and
celebrated,

‘Bangs said about 4530 groy
wolves live i the northern
Hoekies, including a much-chren
cled group reinlroguced 1
Yelowstene Natiomal Park @
19493, Most of Lhe rest dve i the
wilds of Minneseta, Wisconsin
wned Michigaa,

The Fizh angd Wildlile Servge
proposal wai be subject to publs
comment ard is expected (o Lake
gifect ina rear.

Hinnesota welves are  now
heted g4 threatened, The rest in
the nation have been ciassified as
endangered. which makes it un-
lawhid to ¥l harm or harssy
them, ‘

The new rules would reclassify
ithe woives as threatened, @
change that would retain projecs
tieng but allow tirivats landowners
1o kilt 3 wolf attacking domestic
fivestock.

The iess than two dozen Mexi-
gan gray wolves living m New
Mexico, Arizona and Texas wouid
regrain on the endangered list, as
would the smait popuation of red
weives found in the Southeast.

/

0
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[n Mural, Young Artists Envision Restored River

EER S TH szf,u
\gv e Th o{

Fre oege o

& hald eagle, aguatic plants. landscapes
free o1 Ltter anid peopie warking together to
heip regiore the Anacostia River are all fea
tured ins a new merad painted by fonr District
stucdents and unveded last week 3t the Depart-
ment of Interior,

The musal, funded by [nteriar and located
in ihe agency’y fodnth-loor lobby at 1849 €
B NWeonsists of two pamtings that vindly
display effors to clearn up the eight-mile river
v also serves as 2 svebolic Wustration of
what restoring the Anacostia could mean for
the region.

The scudents’ vision includes the setum of
the bald sagle, clrar water, 3 heaithy fshing
ervironment and communily members work:
ing together o pian! aguats vegeation. At
presant, fish taken from the dnacostis show
high concentrations of asweliasa
saries of intestinal disordens. according 19 z!%c
U5, Fish and WidEle Servics.

The four studes ardsts who painted 22%
segral are Dersick Byed, 18 Brlan Carpenter,
17: Shonandea Foged, 18: and Brittany Oliver,
14, Thoy worked on it and ogher projects aea
we?z&z{’:@xmﬁ{:aiitsto?mmb&
sign's Visual Arts Communuty Outreach Prov
s, which provides art training for District
vauth and for orcoran Students seeidng 2
hachelor of fine ants,

The cutrench effort wehades Corcormn Art:

New Vidon at Schogl (CANVAS) 3
commuaity program that brings art
ims(ruction o the classrooms of
D.C. whools. The program alsa spone
~0Ts classes, summer jobs, internships

-and scholarships for stugdent artisis,

“When the teacher asked us to
vome up with a thame for the Anacos
tiy River. | remembwred the fachs and
ihe history we had learned behing the
fver” aaid Fogel, who, with Dliver,
will atteng Wilson High Schoo! ia the
fall, “We decided that we wanted ibe
theme i0 be zbout what ... the ap
pearance of the river should be, with
an emphasis on the heaith of the and
mals and plarg Ble of the river”

Carpenter, who like Byrd s a recent -

graduate of Duke Ellington School of
zhe;;m,hzsmmﬁzg since he
WRS O,

< have been working with the
CANVAS program for foug years," be
said *T was pleased taat Frad the op
portunity to lears more shout a1t and
have this 28 2 sumener job, | have heen
working closely with the skified in
structors here on several projects, but
this mural 18 by far the most honored
additon to my portfolin.”

The Corcoran’'s program for the
[ristrict's youth kave been dusigned to
“bring about utiity, cotminon Creative
goals and help them understand the

importance of preserving their com--

munities as ‘well a3 wavironments,”
said Julia Moe, director of the CAN-
VAS program. which recruited the

SIS AR O et e e,

The students, -he <ald, hase re
warehed, done the preliminary draw-
ing and did the painidngs themsehes
under the vatchiul eve of artist Judy
Sughertand,”

The wig sudents teamed up with
the Earth Canservacion Carps, 2 nons
profit  crganstion  in beuthea}:
Wishingtan that oorks with vy
south 10 help restors the Anacostia
ard ity trbutafies The 3t siudents
WErE Lakars 1o the niver 1 research A8
histary and cnme up 3R wavs o ime
prove the waterway,

“Cur goal is to help make the Ans
castia River <lean.” saidd Porrest Mus
shatee, 32, 3 member of the Eanth
{anservstion Corps who started vk
grtegving with the group winle he was
in high school. "We watrhed soientigts
et the waters and learned sbaut the
¢rash remnoval over the vears,”

Al the rural's dedication last weel
lnzerior Secratary Bruce Babbitt said
arnplovens ot the agency “have en-
Kaved watching the ssudents paint the
roural aver the last several weeks and
ape proud that gur bulding witl show-
ﬁae these dramatic scenes of wild

3

*1 do not think that people fully wr
derstand the imporance of this dody
of water,” said Oliver, whe has partici-
piated in Corcoran programs siace she
was 10. "By painting this ouralk §
hope tat it will help the community
ape that the river i not in oot eape
and should be greserved for our saks
andd the Agure”

17 AR NS THIT SN O WXRT
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In Calif., Birdies vs. Bighorns
*
Palm Springs’ Drive for a Prestige Golf Resort
Caught in Battle Over Wildlife and Open Space
Hyﬁsm&mnu : \
hingion the West-coastal weilands, mous- first axpressing reservitions ahoct
% Tor Sl Bt 1ain valleys, somb deseriywda o &, the 106acrs devalopment, e oty
PALM SPRINGS, Calif.A tough, divisive I their path m&;ﬁm?imﬁ mﬁwmmm
guestion s confromting this old desert resont " Eroups, warning many ¢ #ry project s tangled
w*‘?ﬂmﬂmw&ﬁm%ﬁmﬁ:ﬂoﬂm w W mm;g " in litigation that will take months to
’ } = Y- ecosyatees, zoed bunching counter- m'wsm,mmugvg
m”ggmbywmf&mmmﬁ” attacks i courts to stop or scale Pish apd WikdEfe Service call the
m«mmmmmmm @;ﬂmdm caurme 3 bad idea becanse of the bige
mnfﬁ&ﬁ!mmmm N wikdhfe officialy are v hor ;wigyd;mmﬁym
Hreens, kering coenpiex landsharing com- memﬂwm&mw
t would be tive latent course i Tise i among pronies 3t same ooirtested golfing Species Act, and are working
moee than 106 others across Southers Califor - sitex But kn many areas acroes the throught coures to hlock its construes
nia's rugged Coachella Valiey, and yet znother - o Hest, batties over new cournes sre tion, City leaders say that woukt be &
v i the brenkpeck competition amang tval bedcruing loog, bitter sioges. : terribie dow. The proposed course (s
tiew here fo Bprove their sopeemie fortunes v *Thekr s seczow o be & wear 2 koey part of thedr latest plan to pevi
¢ drgwing tourisis and residents with top - down dewelopers and hope they talige the local ety -
weh "destination goit” : ‘ eventually go sway,” mid Murtin Although Pabn Springs as long
Bot envireomentalists are fighting furiously Mueler, o . siiomey tepresenting hews knows as a golfmg capital,
stog: the elnborate project, They contend that Peaserve Golf Co., the devekoper of mch of the action these days has
would radically aiter the character of 3 vital*” " the proposed Peim Springs site. Tt saoved east & few milies down the dey.
wantaly range and epefl doom bekwed we: imnove that e can tald this et highway to cities sach s Runche
MMM@%@ cowrse withowt kiling or harming Mirsge md fodian Wels Those
et reglon, the bighora sheep, wammmmmmw towna and cthers nearty have boilt
Asdin that confbict es a rmich largee debate. one Jish new goif resort after ancthe
thout the shifting fsie of the shrinkiog open MM:M%&- er over the past decade, a8 now
{ands of the Wesr ope, WQW*&W*& %Wmmwxw
. Wmﬁm Ot 10 bzggu‘ betier coes OWR.
33?@‘ M%&,BW. West would continoe until devel ‘I&mmﬁgM1wwﬂm
ot ey e oy FéH04 apes start sslecting less ecologieally of Los Angrles is ome of the Gatest
d mm{,ﬁmﬁ“ et oc peiling - scositive aifes on which % buil, growing aress in the West, and be-
erty sesidents 15 exont e Dumber o stch s Lty cause miach of the desert fixr bere s
louble i 20 yearn. [ Californda, for “We're wrestling with golf cousses £, developers are oow pushing wp
Ive puither & expected to m;;f;’mi DO0stop nowadag” Massars sad - the sides of mountaina. The sune
ssmﬁmm? ‘ “This is becoming such & mensce, kind of charge is taking place at an
" a5 0 i reud e e cpon Virtwmally 0o aatard habitat in iax even fuster rate in desert commh
s ;g,, t e ol proved by a golf courne. And in some ties aronnd Las Vegas and Phoenis.
f oing ’ ot W places arvezx} here now you hive o 1 we can gt ope more prive 15
m@“"’a‘m’m ask, ‘How muty more golf courses do fioke coutwe, i 18 suze to bring more
mthe Lot pear 3 sumber, snd oy reslly need?” * residents and mowe conventions”
et dach as Artaons, Cililornis s Nevde . ‘The fight over the Mountain Falls «aid David Azkee of the Palis Springs
o e g e boorn, which a shovw Galf Preseve as beew g i Chamber of Commerce. Thi s u
: ) Palm Springs for several vears. what people want. We're not anté
Some drv&mn are crenting eotire 3

- fing the I that Gefi evvironmest. Yoo wona'l even hear



the click of a 3-ron.”

Advoomees  fov  the proposed
'ourse also argue that it would suit
i canyon far better than ather po-
wnkial commercial  developmens,
such 25 shopping mally and the large
- parking lots they require. That re
frain has becoms comuron i etwi-
ronmental debates gver nrany goif re-
sorts being bailt across the Wast,

{nder intensive pressure from en-
vionmental  groums, seme o
course managers hawe begun iy
iting the use of pesticides and fertliz

ers on firwiys and greens, setting

aside sanctuaries for wikdlife and re-
ducing runoll fom pollutants, s g
. budding movement cabied *golfing

ween”
“We're really fguring out ways in

which golf conrses can mﬁym-

hance e environment,” said Jeff

Ammerica. YThe industry lowps get-
fing roore sensitive to this issoe, bt

kind of this developrment.”
Murk Lesiie, the editar of Goff

Ceamﬂmwdmazmmdw
opers are trying to cofizaborate with
. eovironmental groups becayse g the
pastize grows miore popular, their
chiciee of sites on which to buiid is
ingically sengitivn, And this mmy be
fugt the beginning, he sid, because
“the oider the baby hoormers gei, the
more they are hitting the linka.”

Bt 1o some snvironmental actie.

ists, the changes are sither o lite
or tog fate, [n some areas, they say
&mﬂwﬁmdgwmms
an ecologeal horror story. In Paln

gound I this case” saild Wayne
Brechtal. an attorory for the Siers

Club, “This is a bad, had ot for a

g0t course, It runs right into the hill .

side habitat of the sheep.”

A century ago. thousands of big- .

hors sheen roamed the steen, rocky
mpuntainside hers. Even i decline,
theslwepmsﬁ&wchabca!m
that towns and businesees-inchsd
ing 8 golf course in Palm Dowert—

often extsd them in signs and s
g&mSomehomebwiéetsmdzolf
course developers in (he area who
are worsied about the herd's surviwl
are even redrawing plans 6 zocome
modate i8S needs.

There are now oy 3 few hundred
b@ems&mi&ﬁmtﬁewﬂey anda
mere 24 resvling in the mountain
range near the proposed goifing rev
St

Some officials here blame the
steady demise of the sheep mostly on
disease  and hungy  mountaige
lions—-r0t development—und sxy
the fow e in the ares hardly ever
comm down that far into the canyon
atryrmone, But scentific shudien have
concluded tha building a golf courses
could fuzther drive the sheep toward”
extinction at a time when extensive

shees, and it would by devaw
mngmtm DeForge saig..

: ‘It‘smmma@mﬁm

terbe a itthe facier and 4 dtte higher .

o the moumtyis with their
thom the fast guy, But where does §

ever end? Do we Bave to deveiop ew
erything?

mvmmmmmm
A farxabe Califorrsts Dighorn-—awes hyve
shorter, scfier hors than rasss--stacds on a
rock, The showp are ot i center of 2 dispate
ovor & propesmd Pales Speiogs golf course.
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uU.s. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Office of the Secretary ,
For immediate Release: January 13, 2000

Contact: Tim Ahern (202) 208-5089

Secrétary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt
Comment on the 10th Circuit Court dacision
supporting wolf re-introduction at Yellowstone

| am very pleased that the courts have given a ringing endorsement to our wolf
reintroduction program in Yellowstone National Park and central Idaho.

The court clearly agreed that the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service's reintroduction program
is fully consistent with the Endangered Species Act.

Wolf reintroduction is a powerful demonstration of this Nation’s commitment to
protecting and restoring endangered species. Today’s decision is a welcome vindication
of our efforts to preserve this magnificent species :

-DOI-




B
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Office of the Secretary . Contact:  Tim Ahern (20723208-50%9
For Immediate Release : Ioan Guilfoyle (612)-810-6797
Sept. 27, 1999 o

Babbitt Unveils First Statewide Habitat |
Conservation Plan, For Wisconsin Butterfly

The endangered Karner blue butterfly, a beautiful but fragile insect whose survival
depends on patches of wild blue lupine, will be protected by the first-ever statewide
conservation agresment under the Endangered Species Act, Interior Secretary Bruce Babbirt
announced Monday.

The agreement, known as 2 Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), will protect the
butterfly's habitat on maore than 260,000 acres in Wisconsin while perminting landowners,
businesses and govermments (o continue 1o continue 2 variety of activities,

“This is the first comprehensive statewide Habitat Conservation Plan and the most
inclusive agreement of its kind in the country,” Babbint said at a signing ceremony at Sandhill
Wiidlife Area in Babeock, Wisconsin, “It is an excellent example of how the flexibility of the
Endangered Species Act can promote regional habitat conservation planning by suates and local
governments and is 2 mode! for what other states and their partmers might consi

Wisconsin Deparunent of Natural Resources Secretary Georgs Meyer signed the
[mplementing Agreement, part of the HCP process, on behalf of e state.

*This is as fine an example of a public-privale ecosysiem management parinership as
we've yet produced,” Meyer said. " The department reorganized its management structure and
focus in 1998 to reflect the desirability of partnerships 1o accomplish landscape-scale
ecosystem management projects. This agreement hits that goal. Cooperation and involvement
of all the partners certainly were key to the successful conclusion of this agreement.”

A Habitat Conservation Plan provides for protection of endangered species while
allowing economic development to continue. Under an HCP, landowners may “take”
individual endangered species when the effects of the taking are mitigated and minimized by
conservation measures, The Endangered Species Act defines “take” as either the dlrl!‘CI killing,
. harming or harsssment of an animal, or the destruction of its habitat,

 Currently, there are more than 250 HCPs in effect nationwide and more than 200 under
écvciapmm
© The Karner blue bunerfly HCP was developed by the Wisconsin }Z)cpamm of Natural
Resources and the Interior Department’s U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in conjunction with a
© group of 26 private and public partners, including county and industrial forest owners, utility |
companies, three state agencies, conservation organizations, and private landowners.

(More}
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Marking a Victory for Eagle Rights

Once-Imperiled National Symbol to Be Removed From Endangered Species List

By Witzsam Classoani
Bashingron Post Saff Emcer

The American baid sagle. the na
tign's most dursble rymbol of dn
mescracy aince $7B2, was welcormed
hack from the brink of extinction
vesterday 3s President Clinton s
nousced plans (o remove e majes
e bird from the eadangersd ape
cies jiat.

Celebrating on the eve of the Ine
dmvendence Doy weekend what e
calind a landmark in the struggie lo
preserve wildlide, Clinton said the
L5 Fish and Wilcdlife Service will
begin » process that is expectad 1o
remove the bald esgle fFrom the
threatened category of the endan-
gered species L by this time next

yEar.
*1t's hard to think of 2 better way

1o celebrate the birth of & nation
than i celebrate the rebirth of our
natisnal symbiel” Clinton suid from
2 flag-<draped platform on the Scuth
Lawn of the White House us Chal
lenger. 3 l0venrold taid cagle,
squawked and fapped his wings
rearhy. ' X

Chnzon used the oeamg; ::;
prod Congram 1D spprove
hijlion Lands Legscy initistive
aigmed a2 preserving critioal wildlife
natritats and providing permanent
financing for farms, city pacie and
pilier groen Spaces acTo8s the coun
iy, The president said he was dis
appointad earfier this week when
commitsees in both the House and
the Senate vored (o cut deeply into
hi requents.

Whew the baid sagle was select:
»0im 1782 for the Grest Seni of the

United Btates "of Americe—its
wings strewched wide and sa olive
Branch in one talon and 13 srrows
it the other--&s many a5 half 2 mik
Hon beid sagles Hved in the comth
nentad United Swtes. But by 1583,
an & result of hunting, loss of prey
anvd habitat and the widespresd use
of the toxic pestivide DDT, ooly
417 nesting pairs were found in the
iower 48 states, the Fish and Wid-
life Service aid The wevies wa
never listed a# threauned or en
dangered in Alaia because pop
ilstions there have alwxys been
healthy.
With the banning of DDT in
1872 and the emactment of the £
Species Act n yewr bater,

_dangered
the reablooking bird began mak.

ing @ draemace recovery. Today

tyete xre egtimatad (0 De nesrly.

5.80C breeding paire—enough for
wiidiife stficiels 10 otficially dectare
the bird g0 longer in danger of ex-
tinction, Fous years sgo the baid es-
e wes spgraded from endangered
saus o threntened.

“fodsy, the American dald exgle
is back.” interior Secretaty Bruce
Beabbirt sid. “The baid eagle joinaa
grawing lim of other onceimper-
{jed species that aze on the road Lo
recavery, including the peregrine
falere and the Columbian white
igtied dewr”

Babhbitt praised the Endangered
Species Act, one of the most polith
tally charged U.S. laws and the fo-
cuk of batties hetwsen saviron-

- mentalists and supportery of land

development, o the worlds firt
tomprehensive  law  sroleoting
zm?? 29?? ?ﬁfgm
ince L 21 inclisding
the American aligator and the grey
whade, heve been removed from the
endangered aoecies Lat. Bight oth.
ere. including the peregrine alom,
are now proposed for delinting,
Whils sevdrcumenialisie gener
sy weleoroed  yosterday's an
noyncemert. some said that the ine
cresse in the beld eagle popuintion
was brought sbheut not by the 2n.
dangered s Ast but bergely by
the taa on DDT snd changing witi
tudes toward bisds of prey tha his-
tovieally were sought by humiers.
“Eades have been under federsi
oy kince the 19208, £d the
ey oo DOT oredates the Endan
ed Species Act.” mid Rob Gor-
executive direcior of the Na.
tional  Widernews  Institute.
EpAE s
e poki is the way
1o help rare wildiife,” c
Howeeee, the Eavironmental
ferae Fund, which Sled the original
petition to ta DD7T, spolauded
Clinton's announsewnent snd cred.
ited the Endangered Specims Act.

“This s a tremendous victory for

the beid eagle ud for the En
dangered Specimn Act” sald Mi
chaei Bean, chairman of the fund's
witdiife program. “There i no
prouder symbol of our nation's
comuritTient Lo praseTViIng our Nat-
ural heritage than the sagle, and
there's 0 grester tribuce 10 the Ea.



dangered Species Act than o allow
ita finest succesa story 10ty off the
ligt, free st y
The National"Audubon Society's
director of science, Prank Gill,
cailed the recovery of the bald esgle
- “one of the biggest conservation
succesaes of the 20th century” and
said it was important for conserva-
tionista to "recognize and ceiebrate
this success.”

Removing the bald cagle from
the threatened category of the en-
dangered list will not expose it to

- new dangers. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice officials said. They said the ser-
vice will work with state wildlife
agencies 1o monitar the status of
the species for at least five years,
and if at any time it hecomes evi
dent the bird needs the Endan-
gered Species Act's protection, it
would be relisted,

Moreover, officials said the bald
eagle will continue to be protected
by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act
and the Bald and Golden Eagle Pro-
tection Act, both of which prohibit

the harming of the species.  -°

Clinton callad the returnof the
bald eagie a “fitting cap to a century
of environmental stewardahip,”
which he said waa charted by, Pron-
dent Theodore Roosevelt ‘and b
cluded & national movergent in
which volunteers across the coun-
try banded together to guard nest
sites, nurse injured esgles and rein.
troduce the birds in places where
they had long ago vanished.

But Clinton observed that the
bald engle did not alwuys have nch
an exalted status. He recalled tut
when the nation's foundets firmt
considered the question of an off-
cia) emblem on July 4, 1776, the
day the Declaration of Indepen
dence was signed. Benjumin Prank:

- lin wanted the national symbci to

be the turkey.

“Fortunately in this case, Mr
Pranklin, who had a lot of good
ideas, had this referred to commit-
tee,” Clinton said, Six yearw Ister,
the Continental Congress appraved
the bald eagle for the Great Seal.
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After 30 Years, the Nation’s Living Symbol Is Deemed Safe
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U.SsS, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIQOR

Office of the Secretary - Conact: Stephanie Hanna 202/501-481Y
For fmmediate Release Peter Umhofer 202/208-601 §
December 1, 1998 ‘

SECRETARY BABBITT TO HOST STAKEHOLDER MEETING REGARDING THE
PIMA COUNTY CONSERVATION EFFORTS

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt will be in Tucson, Arizona, on Thursday,
December 3, t0 mest with the Pima County Board of Supervisors and others invelved in
the habitat conservation effort for the pygmy owl and the Soncran Desert conservation
plan. Members of the Pima County Board of Supervisors, the Arizona Gama and Fish
Qepartment and other stakeholders will attend the meeting.

“Pima County has ambarked upon an innovative process 10 protect threatened
and vital habitat for federally listed species like the pygmy owd. Conservation planning
also means that many other animals and plants may avoid the need for protection
under the Endangered Species Act if this effort succeeds,” Secratary Babbitt said, "We
are seaing more and mare places arcund the country where habitat conservation
planning is also saving for future generations the quality of iife that brought people to
beautiful places in the first place. Good conservation planning will allow a thriving
gconomy and a healthy and sustainable environment for the pecple, wildlife and plants
that share this fragile desert landscape.”

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service listed the cactus ferruginous pygmy owi as an
endangered species in March, 1887. The Service is continuing 1o work closely with
tribal, state and local governments as well as with private citizens and organizations on
efforts to develop a long term conservation plan that protects the pygmy owl as well as
18 other listed animal and plant species in Pima County.

Feliowing the meeting, which is cpen to media, Secretary Babbitt will be
available for questions from the press. The Board of Supervisors meeting, which the
Secretary will join at 11:30 a.m., will be held on the ground floor of the Pima County
Superior Court Building, 110 Wast Congress Street in Tucson. The Secretary's press
availability will probably be heid in front of the building immediately afterwards, at
approximately 12:10 p.m. .

’ 2 -DGL-

Directiont 1o the site from Phoenix: Take 110 south to Exit )58 towards Congress Si/Broadway. Turn right onto
West Congrexs Street, Turr lgft onto Peﬁm‘ngfon Streas, Tuke first right for parking.

Directions 10 the site ;3-0:?; Tucson Fake West Congress Street and vurn left onto Pennington Strest Take first right
Jor parking, .
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SECRETARY BABBITT TO ANNOUNCE SPECIAL RULE TO HELP RECQVER THE
PREBLE’'S MEADOW JUMPING MOUSE

-Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbint will host a stakeholder meeting in Denver, Colorade, on
Friday, December 4, t0 announce a proposed special rule to help recover the Preble’s meadow
jumping mouse.

The U8, Fish and Wiidiife Service listed the Preble’s meadow jumping mouse as a threatened
species in May, 1998, The special rule, known as a 4(d) rule afier a section of the Endangered
Species Act. is part of an overall conservation and recovery planning process for the species.

“We are using the flexibility baiiz o the Enéangczed Species Act to forge new parinerships that .
ensure a bright future for the Preble’s jumping mouse and people on the Front Range,” Secretary
Babbitt said. “The new rule will serve as a template for local conservation planning. Itisan
excellent example of cooperation in conservation on the Front Range in innovative ways that
preserve not only habitat for threatened wildlife species but the values that drew people to live in
these spectacular landscapes.”

The State of Colorado and the Intertor Department signed 2 Memorandum of Agreement in 1995
to conserve endangered species such as the Preble's meadow jumping mouse and many lcoal
gommunities in both Colorado and Wyoming already are developing conservation plans,

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with the States of Colorado and Wyoming and
focal governunents to develop conservation plans that can be put in place 10 help recovery of the
mouse while still allowing some development activities.

The meeting will begin at 3:30am and wiil be held in the Arapahoe Ballrooms A & B at the
Stapleton Plaza Inn, located at 3333 Quebec Street in Denver. Following the meeting, which is
open to media, Secretary Babbitt will be available for questions from the media in Arapahoe
Ballroom C ar about 10:30am,

-DOI-

Directions 1o the site from Denver: Take 1.25 (o {70 east. Take exit 278 (Quebec Sireet). Proceed ¥ mile clong
Queber Street to the Stupiston Plaza Inn (3333 Quebec Sireet).
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BABBITT C ONDEMNS SHOOTINGS OF MEXICAN WOLVES
Interior Secretary to Return to Lobo Release Area in Arizona

Secretury of the Interior Bruce Babbitt will ravel Monday, November {6, (0 the remote -
area on the border between New Mexico and Arizona where 11 Mexican gray wolves were
* released earlier this year to condemn recent wolf shootings. Bullets have claimed the lives of at
least two of the wolves, and are the likely cause of death of another two in the past month.

“These wolves had already learned to hunt, to provide for their young, and to survive in
harmony with their wild environment,” Babbitt said, “Because of these shootings, it is not only
lives snuffed out, but the wolves that remain are deprived of important, leamed survival
experience.”

Qecretary Babbitt will travel 1o a remote, mountainous site on the Apache National Forest
near Alpine, Arizona, at 2:30 p.m. (Mountain Standard Time) on Monday, to discuss the
importance of the federal, state and private wolf reintroduction partnership ané to comment on
recent wo[f shootings.

Mexican gray wolves, also known as lobos, were once commonly found in Arizona, New
* Mexico and Texas as well as in Mexico, They were brought to extinction in the United States
and Mexico as a result of intensive efforts to remove predators during the late 18th and first half
of the 19th centuries. The 11 wolves released in the wilds this year are the first of this distinct

. - sub-species of wolf to be re-introduced into their natural range. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service has successfully re-introduced two populations of another sub-species of gray woif in the
wilderness of Idaho and in Yellowstone National Park.

“The future survival of these rare and beautiful creatures must not be jeopardized by
brullets and scnscless killings,” Babbitt said. **We want 1o work with local communities and
solve these crimes. We are committed to the reccswry of the Mexican wolf and the goals of the

ﬁnd&agmd Species Act.”

Exact directions and road routes to the site can be obtained from the Albuqucrquc
Regional Officeof the US. Fish & Wi&éi:fe Service by contacting Hans Stuart at 505/248-691 1.

-DOL-
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INTERIOR SECRETARY TO LAMENT THE PLICHT OF THE BUMBLE BEE

Remarks on Importance of Restoration of Natural Areas to Highlight Concerns
with Dwindling Populations of Pollinators

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt will speak in Austin, Texas, at 9:00 am. on
Wednesday, September 30, on the impontance of cooperative efforts and private/public
parinerships in restoring conservation areas, apen space and wildhie habitat,

in his remarks, 10 be made at the L.B ], Auditorium on the main campus of the Umversity
of Texas, Secretary Babbitt will explain his concern for the animals and insects that pollinate a
wide vanety of the foods we eal, as well as most other importam and endangered plants.
Common pollinators are native bees, butterflies, bats and hummingbirds.

*These hard-working heroes of nature are not well understood but are clearly in peril in
relatively recent times,” Secretary Babbitt said. "Loss of habitat, poisonings, and fragmentation of
the plant fife on which they depend is reducing the number of pollinators alarmingly. Their
dwindling numbers and even disappearances increasingly threaten the human food supply and the
essential diversity of natural and agricultyral plants.”

Secretary Babbirt will make his remarks before a group of conservationists, scientists and
academics attending a conference of the Society for Ecological Restoration. Following the
speech and a question and answer session with conference participants, Secretary Babbitt
will be available for questions from the media, Media is welcome to attend his remarks,
which will begin at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday.

*It's very appropriate to discuss my concern with pollinators in Austin, since [ know that
bats have become a beloved and unique part of this city's congiderable charm,” Babbitt sard. "I'm
hopeful that when the public becomes more aware of the threats to these admirable ¢reatures,
more cities and communities will make efforts to conserve the wild plants and natural places
essential to the survival of poliinators, whose future is so crucial to our own.”

2DOk .
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Babbitt Says Falcon May Leave |

d Mo,
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STONE MOUNTADN; Ga.. Aug.

.. Iuterior Secretary Bruce Babe -

bift released o peregrine Yaleon
inta the wild today and proposed
“that the bird, once aearly wiped
out by the pesticide DDT, be re-
moved from the endangered spe
ooy Hat,

ol put them there, and we
qugntasl o reckiessiy destroy the
parterns of creation,”. said Babhbitt
after the freed faloon twice circled
Stone Mountain near Atlanta,

ft then headed toward the glass
and coucrete canyons of the city's
downiown, 20 riles away, where
witditfe oificials said # may have
heen bam as part of a <aptive
breeding program launched atop 4
skyscraper,

The freed bird entered captivity
after déveloping a liver infection
that rendered ivincapable of Bying,

“All across the United States, it
is making a fabulcus comedark,

Endangered List

and my proposal lcz-day is that we
deslist it he
back wcaderfully

Once down to 324 kpown nest-
ing pairs across Morth Amerca,
thare zee now st least 1583 pers-
griae hreeding pairs i the United
Siares and Canada,

Babbitt's anpouncement ﬁzmed
the clock on a six-month commrent
pericd on'the proposal, and the
interiar secretary said he expected
peregrines to be “dedisted” ay au

< enclangered specigs next February,

The peregrine fajcon onee
ranged throughout mest of North
America, from the subarctic forests
uf Alaska and Canada, suth o
Meico, nesting in tall ¢iiffs from
which it could reach speeds of 200
mpks as it dived for prey.

‘The bird—which has a siate-gray
back, buffcolored breast and tear-
drop markings under its eyege
nearly became extingt during the
aconamic boom after World War I,
when widespread use of DDY
caused its eggshells to become thin
anst break during incubation.

Snidties conducted in Britain on
the Hnk between DDT and thin
eggshells were confirmed by US.

e commig -

Fish and Wildiffe Service research-
eTs and Pugnoned by agency wark.
er Rache! Carson in the 1962 book
“Silent Spring,” alerting the world
to the dangers of zmiﬁmmmzte
pesticide e,

The United Staes listed Lhe
peregrine faleon &s an endangered
species in 1970, and two years [ater
the Environmental Protection
Agency banned the use of BOT. ...

Shees ey, pereghines hive beenc”
partofy aaptive hmcdmg‘pfém
aud Babbitt sid the progham bad
allowed the species 1o survive,

Bahbitt said he expected other
species, inchiding the goidr.n eagle,
sooa to follow the peregrine falcon
in removal from the endagg‘ered
speciea list,
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| He didn't know if he'd ever see
another one.
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l Today, Imenor Secretary

| Babbutt is set o announce that
| the falcon has climbed far

1 enough back from the brink of
I extinction to be removed from
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Falcon's comeback hailed
Peregrine falcon soars off endangered list

By Jeff Barker
The Arizona Republic
Aug 25, 1998 '

WASHINGTON - Bruce
Babbitt looked long and hard at
the first peregrine falcon he ever
saw, soaring over Arizona's
Marble Canyon in 1968.

the federal list of endangered
species, :

The comeback of the swift,
agile raptor has been
particularly vigorous in
Arizona, which boasts more
known breeding pairs - 159 - - '
than any state in the contiguous United States. Alaska has 301,
"This is a real milestone in the history of the Endangered
Species Act,” said Babbitt, a former Arizona govemor. "We
spent a long time looking at that bird (in 1968) because they
were almost gone."

The peregrine taicon, like this
oné in Mesa, often iivas in
eiting,

" Babbitt is expected to officially announce the falcons’ recovery

today at a news conference at Stone Mountain Park near
Atlanta. The bird's removal from the sndangered list will be
published in the Federal Register, and will be subjectto a

" §0-day comment period before taking effect.

The raptor is believed to be the world's fastest bird, reaching
speeds of 200 mph as it hunts its prey, including bats and other
birds. It nests on tall cliffs and urban skyscrapers.
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*Ome Memorial Day, I released one of these off the top of the
Bank of New York Building sbove Wall Street,” Babbin said.
"1 let that bird go and it headed down Wall Street among all of
those buildings. It's like it was flying through the Gran
Canyon.” :

But the falcon was nearly wiped out during the late 1960s and
1970s by DDT, a pesticide that also hit the bald eagle and the
brown pelican especially hard. DDT poisoned the-food chain,
and caused eggshells to be thin or to break so that offspring
zould not hatch, ‘

Officially declared endangered in 1970, the peregrine
population reached an all:time low in 1975, when there were
324 known nesting pairs in North Amernica. Its recovery was
ai;i?cd when the government banned DDT for most uses in
1972.

However, residues of the pesticide are still found in farmland
runoff in some areas of the country, including west Valley
segments of the Gila River,

Besides banning DDT, the government aiso aided the birds'
recovery by breeding them in captivity and aggressively
protacting nest sites in the wild,

Today, there are at least 1,274 known breeding pairs in the
United Statas, and 319 pairs in Canada, The original goal when

the peregrine was listed was to reach 631 pairs.

While it's not likely to affect the falcons' revival, the peregrine
has become something of a political pawn in the nation's
capital. : ‘

Babbitt is using the birds' recovery to increase support for the
Endangered Species Act, which is up for renewal in Congress.
He says the falcons' comeback shows how well the law can
WOrk. : :

But many Republicans have accused the U.S. Fish and .
Wildlife Service of placing species on the list without regard
for economic concems.

6
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Some of the lawmakers say the law nesds 1o be rewritten o
better protect private-property nghts and 1o end bureaucratic
mirusions. They accuse Babbitt of exaggerating the law's
achzc VRMEnts.

But Babbztt saig Monday that the Western Republicans "just
will not acoept the validity and the sacz:css” of t}w Endangered

Specics At
”iz&cigxﬁiﬁg;" hc sa.id, “this bird” .

b £ 2 3

Jeff Barker can be reached at (202) 662-7264 or at
jeff, barkzr@gg;.cam via e-mail.
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Bahbltt’s back on'top
after a rough winter
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amback. )

The nightmare of tha past
winter is gver, Babbitt says.

Would anyo 8 special
prosecutor is suﬁuu.;mg at his
back? .

Only six months 280, Babbm
considered resigning from the
job he calis the best ha's ever
hid becauss of almost weekly
headlm quuuonmg his hon

ghd:ewmter twoonn-

gressional committees, 'z Jus--

tice Department tagk f:m and
a special prosecutor
ed nllegmuns that Babbtit d
rejected an Indjan casing be-
cause of Demncratic campaign
contributions and then lied
abeat it to Coagress,

Babbitt, 60, vehemently de-
nied any link between the casi-

no decision and political contri- -

butions. Stil, a special

tor continues to loak into the - N

martter.

Even so, the Babbit brouha-
.ha seems (o have shrunk in impor .
tanca amld to hard evidence of
wron pdoing und Weshingioa's Socos
on the president’s troubles.

And Babbun, a lanky Arirooes, is
back on the offensive.

“The lynd'mobhntﬂhﬂld
we're going full bore pow,” he
beamed in snintarview.

S paning of it deparmoanty
Selmon boastlag
advances in cosiroling wildilres
through lexs costly, more nltu'l.l
means,

-Recently, on lhe salmon-rich
Rogue River in Qregon, hagrabbed a
sledgehamumer and- whicked a.
chunk af concrete out of & dam to
drematize an umbitious effori to re-
verse a 70-vear policy of dum butld-

ing. .

. Alww days later, back in Washing-
{on, be laghed oul a1 congremiona
Republicens {or cutling roney he
had rrquested I[or endsngered
specien protection and public lend
purchases,

An  infursted Rep. Bob th-'

"Tingsten, R.La., chaltman of the
House Appropriations Commitiee,
accused Babbilt of "pisying tas and
loose with the facts.”

11 was (wst the Xind of fighi Babbint
relishes — 3 sreming eternity from
the Indjap Gwna permii that cassed
problems lnyt winder,

Cabinet’s 'Boy Scout’

Babbitl, & twioe-eletted Arlzons
governor and ¢ Democratic candi-
date lor president In 1088 who ul-
mosl wes oimed Mo the Supreme
Count five yaars ago, had Deen
viewed 11 the Boy Scoul in Lhe Clin-
toa catined, His lroubles last winter
sturined Mnends and ¢ritic allke.

8/22/98

Alver all, this s the Badbift wno as
2 young man masched with Marin
Lulber King to Selma; who joinsd
VISTA te balp the poor; who a1 a re-
formist Aritopa micmey genern)
found hit came on & maonstar K Ust.

Siming tn u chair in front of the
firzpiace tn his Intertar Deparment
office in February sfter ¢ pecial
preseculor W aamed, Babbit won-
dered Ul H wwar would end.

"I'm peychologically, linancially
and physically 1ore,” he Jaid. "How
did i come 10 1his after a quarter-
century of teying real ard 10 do my
Jjob in public life™

He found himsel! withdrawng,
hell of sall-doutt and wondenng
what the controversy was doing to
his farady.

“He was lower than g snake ina

wagon rul,” weid Michael Gauldin,
hly director of communications.
Greg Schnelders, a longtime
friend, had been with Babhitt when
he was foreed 10 ead ¢ brief pren-
dential bid & dacade 4go bezause of
feetle support. But thai disappoint-
et was nothlog compared to this.
*I'va naver seen him react (o any-
thing etve e way he reacted o this
thing with rbe caxing,” Schneiders
said. “He's » guy who cherizhes his
reputatton mory thao anytlung eire ”

His good name on the lIne
And thet reputation was in |sop-

. ardy, becaune of an Interior Depart.

ment decision on an indisn casind
and a mesting between two old
friends.

[m Joly 1993, the Interior
meni rejected & requast by ¢
Chippews ribes foracasinoata I’IJJ
ln%dng track n Hudson, Wis., sbout
wiles from thme reservailons.
The department had approved only
Ol previows request for an off-reser-
vetion casino, and Lhen only with
strong local support

e Kathering Jones / The idaha Stafcsman
Interior Secratary Bme Babbitt was in Salmen on Tuesday
taiking about the virtues of prescribed natural bums in Idaho.



“I've never seen bim
reart o else
the way ke reacted to
this thing with the casi-
no. He's & guy who
cherishes his reputation
. mote than anything
emﬂ'
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Langtime Iiven of ieriar Sowrviary
Brow Rakiot

in the Hodsow caee, sioie o¥cialy
in both Wiscansin end Minneiosa

onpomd the 3 did 1he tywn
mmﬁmmam

a0t {ar Wy,

But when the sey war erjcted,
ihe Chipprws charpsd nu Wiite
mmmm Babbitt atter

}p@u; tha casive M

mm
mm.m mwnmm
macrais, siihough 1o link between -

the maniy and the oxsine Zecision
autrm

t m Dexocrsiic rmm
ﬁ‘{:j Ehw Chtlg’m“: ?;m«
§ mouﬁm 24 bave
£ “smok nvoitving » mem-
be'olCl&rh:!'aa:aizw
b 16ti Dcicber, BadIntt wag calted
priors 5 Saoate coMrURY R axpiein
the cising gecision xnd why ba had
mcanﬂmm;xmmm%
%&e&ampmtmh%

*{‘b( s of the hearinng Seught
Bahhiit Dy surpriee. 7 very nuvely

atsumed i ihis weuld be a [aei-
finding kusé of thisg. Hluroed st ds
be a0 -0 sasaull.” Nie IRLET weniid
™Bhoe quertioniag
] inmmii; made by ohe af
1 gidest (rendy, Phoesix
drwerer Pyl Eckiinin, & e sehood

wha heé once run Bab
bur's SEMORIGE Jor gover
not.

Ecketews, nired 19 iobhy for the
caing pareus. tofd the commniitee
thar Rubisitt hao sehsowiedged in o
private Juty {4, 1965 coenting that he
had. gotisn pregyyen from Hamid
lekes, then White House depaty
chied o siaff, to mike Ihe 2asing 46
sitiors promptly, Uiough 631 deres.
SETIY OBE Wiy of the Mhe!

Testimorsy was corfusing’
Babhie, (nan exrlies jefter, ad de-
el Eckstaio’s AS3rSoa when it had
first yorfazed 5o Cepliod MU Buz
naw Bebbitt ssid ha, ipdewd, hed

mmwg iekpy narse cwﬁ;&l

1ml¢a&&si¢&gﬁm§o{mo{~

“lw;f mmd‘l’mrﬁﬁ
?r, z&nmsmm . Me,
CERIELD WA FIPORALY PEITISWTE
our meeling ang { ussd tivly phrasm
Simply &5 mesasof amunsbing ie
disgurnon 1 f bizs ok tha
oo’ weid Babbiy,

oEntered an slle.

appe
"fo clesrhy expiain i ewriler deiniof

Bekatainy scount. Eckstvie hed
¢ Babbitt mentooed badian cam.
monsy. Bebhies s/ e had oo

ch recouEciion.

MY SERIONT Witk UNCONViATSd,
il gvan those who believed hm
weere fxen ahack,

“Hy restieny Riid ronharing and
unnecesssrily 30 rocails Sem
Josepn Ligberman, D-Conn, who

1yt Mt coovinced Babhit pever
sred i mivieed Congress.

Resigration was oortompipiad
Foe weels sfter the Senmte senr-

%;?&m i}d«dxug::spmfi

aut dilevans fe o

iy ong b 3

ﬂﬂp&é&%mmm«ka
Kt pniation end wonder what bt
wis doing 1o hiy family - &l wife
Hakle, wito i » wwyer, and s bwe
soma, bokh Budezis s Stantord.
Babyoitt fowed hug When by
wrxad by & whisker [or & vest o5 Uw
ma Comet i 1998 Ba 0ldan
teviewar the Dright side wia "as s
tnsoletos prize, 1 got tn spend avy
s Ghing i Al aed
eamiging in Yullowsi ons.”
Yot, in the winter of 1857, Babliv
Begun wotuineng shelher B shouk

'%{ﬁ kame [hinking théu b xa

wkrage 1 0 it gkt Andd ofanie
%y to o b ohroer Caine,” Babiut
cunfided. :

Wit tha new yews, he lrsveled io
Astioes, seavching for solifuds, He
siimbed & mowtn sutxahy Moenic
et e oRen had N when gover.
aor, and than visiled Uw-
Canyor medr bin hymewows of

Astwm "
Flagandf, mmmrnmm
oovarsl TICuniins, The axpenses of

rieve o] red-zouk CHITS A3

b xson seerciwed For ae-
rowheads, oilowed Enosavr tracks,
froated e rghry Colarads River
with a3 triandis, and whers, a6 15, e
&i&ﬁ st His wge Lo belp fight forem

He reruered io Westingten deter-
miied ie 34t the reoned sTraight ot
sezmmd yound of Songresiion e

i
ga hileiering cpening statement

AG 22 1988

1 & House neiring, Db oeds
e Mudson demsios, “The rs ded
Stot Mo e nght Wy, it ioF it
resson

Bandits srguad 2hat hus !m~
the cersts atatter wed Ris festnoe
e Senils thowed 1o {ntentton
mwtiezd. B Rep. Den Barron |
fad., d 5e waan sonvmced ur

caau g Sckitwin’s sworn levem

"i.aiwumuh thare is..en
! 2 are
¥$ lelsr, ARomey mr
Jenel Reno rpeommended Lhewy
pointnent of £ spetihi prectegutons
A diy gfter Renw's sppointmer
Fabite dieninesd sty 3t 1
rengning. A report by tha st
sounsel it expected i:w this yegg;
enely mas, —
Madde blv man bed? =

Untang m Sabbifi is the hw:m

he Largai browghd the meas u
aﬁz ogrmm:ﬁnﬁ
&k&m{ha Ju.!y dxy.

Adrer | C?ﬂlm
20 nad beon et Ectepial
phoned Bebht from the Intene:
pmm by and mmﬁt:dmz

B *iwd

¥mmumn
whecs tome of the 1Ph cxungy
st poweeclul med SAt STOwnd
fireplane and made the dexis i
spensd e West. [t 135 whers dnctn

sncretary wt ive 1520y hatvhed Wiy

[3er becazs the Tenps Dome wok:
da) that sant fime to prisnn {or Kick
Becks on off ledses .

{3nly Babhitt a3 Exkere were |
thet ¢oonn Tor thist maeting, They haa
nok iaiad since 1593

And what f Bapbitt hed donewis
i ald fond haed aked, end pos
wnxd the onsing degision, airead
made?

AL ha# would have broke
lose.” sava Sutai What Be wen
od e 1 UG WAL LdTvEDs.

Mé!ﬂl .

&
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VERMEJO PARK RANCH — Bruce Babbics didat
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;z t;;nwaowh

Cutthroat Is
Doing Fine
Secretary Casts Doubt
On Need for Protection

¢ Spesies Aet, _
. *| belisve there is A good chasre |

wr can svoid fistizg this b~ be
teid rters shortiy sfter hookdng
fang any rogt. i bt faillng to land agy of The fop-
. But that waen't the U8, Iaterior Secrmtary's real  Sative tout in ooe of Turme
toal Wadpesday Hemhmmmmmi’W‘ mountain lakes. o
the New Mexico cate a2ty R Babbitt's soounents wers wartain
U 3. Interior Seeretary Bebbitt saist Wednesday b (9 ANEST ww DUT GOC SNEPTINE o aiiTi-
doubts the Ria Grands cuttiroat wil naed federal ronmentalists, win e ewwitieyg |
protectict because of voluncary mestorstion »ffores werd o their petition wo ger the Ria i
suth &3 e one harw oo adia mogul 18d Tirners Grsade cufthroat laved ar
spectacular spread. O Wer. . codangeted species - *
Babbint was ungyccesatul whils an stop “Babbilt wishes to aveld Lsting of i
Hve of & tour of thoe western U tates ' e Rio Gragde 2% a0
promats the restoration of subspeier of cutpivoas specias not Because tiis will Dest l
T~ Cha mative Gout of ths latarmaouatain Wesr chasarys 1ho specias, but becauss |
e praised effares to vestora the RIA Grands cus- be wishas tn avoid polidcal dack i
(hruat @ it oative sreams oa uries ranchiand  leeh froe te raaching aad thmbec |
SUITOUDRE PTOPSRYY. . . L Lem vl e ndustrias, Nogh (hremtwnld @
"1‘733 by tha M 7 a'émmﬁm;“w%'i
is {5 Arguabdly the moast comm. o 2 ‘.
%z:gmn fggﬁi&tﬂt&ﬂ\fuﬁ aows relesse iaeged eartiar in tie
it said. the proopia in veek e
. the Wast © see nid bear sbot Ia New Moxico, the Ric Grande
his” . WAL, cutthroat has BEA Feducad 1o less
- At Turner's Vermejo Park Raged, G 10 percent of i foTmer riige,

A S88,000-scTe sxpanse of slopiag
Sendews, pine foresrs and

Uame fading into e distancs, Biolk-
ORI are MMOVISg Don-Kative

and replacing tham with o
hrosts, ¢ e p

" Turner biolegiers mwm

with siate Mologists, naighhariey
adowners 25d the U4 Fovast Ser-
VICA {6 cAnvErY MPensse aow i2hab.
ited by wogr from other sseas and
bring the nasive oL .

5?!: offorts, Babbitt said, could
NG WaNeCoEMEY ARY protectich
tor e fish wnder be Bodang

cad PR .

sufficiens svidence that it warrasts

Sowmcies K21
wmm iz el
fempentsl groupg. T T

Pafore Wednesday, Babbitt had

Lfoor waTarfaliz on WO T
Caking of the Vartmojs Fives o kaep
ssatates frout from seimming
upstraam. The Dbiclogists , then
rermove thous speciss upsresm of
e weterfails sod repisce deen
with cuTtronle, sud Varelo gen-
erai managas David M. Vackar.

Babbitt Says

Throughout the West, custhruat
¥reams have beey deseded by car-
tie gracing snd damy, sod the fib
bt fallan victim to the brows rour,

R isngore, the

A e
ko mzmm?mm:twd

the raicbow, & Went Const fish that
has t‘%ﬁ:{dmmm
ot

bys
slations
Vackar shid Tumer plapns

expoctad 1o begin Dreeding
gered biackJooted ferymts
aoum,

L1
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| « NEXT b Sunday, May {7, 1998 | secriom ONE
Babbltt Pralses Utah Efforts to Preserve Bonnevﬂle
Trout

€Y BRENT ISRAELSEN
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

MOUNTAIN DELL CANYON -- From a small plastic tub swarming with a
half-dozen fish just netted in Mourtain Dell Creek, a Utah biclogist on Saturday handed
an eight-inch Bonneville cutthroat to Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt,

The trout, probably a Republican, resisted Babbitt's grasp and leaped into the stream.

“That's “catch-and-release’ by the Interior secretary,” quipped Den Dutt, a U1.S. Forest
Service fish biolegist.

In Utah for the third ume in six weeks, Bahbitt's latest photo opportumity was to call
atiention to efforts by the state, the Goshute Indians and the local chapter of Trout
Unlimited to recover once-dwindling populations of the Bonneville cutthroat,

While a Colorado environmental group is trying to force the federal government to
list the trout ag a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act, state and local
officials are trying to avoid such a listing through 2 ~'conservation agresment,” a
voluntary effort in effect for nearly three years.

"1 feel really good about the agreement,” satd Charlie Thompson, regional agquatics
manager for the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources, " We've got Bonneville cutthroat
all over the state. We feel they're coming back.”

Thompson's remarks, echoed by Kathleen Clarke, acting director of the Utah
Department of Nawural Resources, were meant to persuade Babbitt not to grant federal
threatened or endangered status to the Bonneville cutthroat.

The federal act oflen carmes with it onerous restrictions.

The status of the Bonneville cutthroat, Utah's state fish, is being reviewed by the U5,
Fish and Wildlife Service in response 1o a recent petition filed by the Bzadwmxzy Legal
Foundation in Boulder, Colo.

But, if Babbitt's rave review of what he saw Saturday is any indication, the petition
cauid be int trouble.

"'We need more restoration partners like this,” Babbitt said to pamctpants in the
gonservation agreement. — You're onto someshmg powerful here. I want to bottle you up
and take you all over the West, saying, "This is how they do it in Utah.' "

Saturday's stop irn Utah was part of Babbitt's *'Bring Back the Natives” campaign, in
which he is promoting pro-active efforts to regtore and protect some 20 subspecies of
cuzthraaz arcund t?;c West.

Evd
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Sacrameanto Bee, Tuesday, May 12, 1998

interior Secretary Bruce ﬁabhin, e, chus
with anglers Joseph Lujan s Mark Lujan,
10, mﬁa touring the Nmamas ares Monday.

\.-

Sem photographiBegs Pairok

sawmwzedapunwmm giant ger-
ter snake 3 good exampie of balance betweoen
development and wiidite protection,

Babbitt: $1 million from developers

Continmued from page Bl
where in Natomas. The conser-
vancy’s frwt purchass - x mini-
tnum of 400 acres of habitag ~
hasn? been identifiad, sither,

“If these first few weeke sug.
gest what's going to happen,”
said Bill Yearze, attorney for =
tuatition of anvironmentalists,
“then thesg critters dow't have
much ¢chance.”

Terry Moors, special projem
manager for the cty, said the
City Councii shauld have  ton.
servancy basrd chosen by July.

The habitat ¢sasarvation
pian, five yearn in the making is
permitied under s 1982 amend-
ment ta the U.S. Endangered
Species Act, Such pians have bo-
comne popudar under the Clinte
adrginustration, with ‘190 ap-
proved between 1992 and 1996
snd hundreds more in the
works, ’

The Natomas plan iy the frst
in Secramants County,

In Eacraments, wa don't have'

rexsons npt to build every-
whers,” said City Counciwoman
Hesthar Fargo. “We don? have
pErYOns, mountking or the bay,

i
We're creating a
model for how it is we
can reconcile
protection of
agriculﬁzr&,
development and
protection of God’s
creations.

Bruce Babbiet
Festericr swcretary

But if we don't st aside some
open space in this coramunity,
wa ure going to be 8o sorry.”
Laat monih, the Sierra Cludb,
Mountain Lion Feundation, Ag-
dubon Sceipty and other suvi-
ronmental groups sued the stais
Dapartment of Figh and Gams.

arpuing that it failed to give ad-
aquate study or public notice be-
fora it approved the ﬁammas
plan.

Mare recently. snvironmen-
talists ruigsed an slsrm about
tree-cutting and channel widen-
ing in Natomas that they sey
have disturbed Swainson's
hawks aod killed giant garter
snaksy. The city i enlarging
Natomas ditches o handie the
increased runofl expected from
urban developmans,

David Zezulak. 2z Fish and
Game biclogist, said he M
ted contractors to cul cown 2
willow tree whera s pair of
Serainson's hawks appesrsd to
he getting ready to nest, Tas
tree had to be cut regardiess, he
said, and so it was bettar %0 re
move it before the pair sctually
nested. The pair eventuslly
nested in 8 nearby tree, he smd.

The more imporiant point,
snid Yeates, is that the Natsmas
nabitat conservation plan is lag
ging behind deveiopment,

“This is 2 new thing,” he said.
“It rakes a lot of trust.”
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Babbitt Sets
Plan to Pare
Endangered
Species List
Protected Status

Aided Recaverzes

By lome Wanmsex -

Pashington Pert Sioff ¥rver

armounce plans today o tethove

dozens of oncerire creatures from
the government's official “endan-
gered” list, declaring victery in
W%ngmm%

symboly a3 the peregrine
com and the bald exgle.

From the fearsome gray wolf to
the obacare Missouri bladderpod,
a total of 28 formerty threatened
anirnals and plants are Hkely to be
declired fully or partly recoversd
m&mMmmw&tom

listing” since the Endangered Spe.
cies Act was adopted 25 years sgo.
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt
will gnnounce the move 38 part of a
new policy that enphasizes remov-
mmm&mm
tective statos ooce
mm;)aﬁcyhmdadin
. part to biunt critieism foen cone

phntsminzedbythc US. Fish
and Wildlife Service as endangered
or threatened, making it ilegal to
kill or harm them. Over the years,

NEWS SUMMARY

U.S. Departiment of the interior
PICK-UP IN ROOM 1063

THE FassiveTon Post

. 1yaﬁertheymmem

others have rapidly recov-
erc&mderfcdtmlpmam and
Bablbits argued that they should be
removed from the st to free up
fursds for sther projecis. )
“YThere's a genuine saviogs once
you get these creanures off the fist,™
he gaid in 2 briefing with reporters,
“The federal monitors can pack up

. #nd gohome.”

‘The 29 species cited by Babbits
have made solid recoveries and

Back From the Brink

Once threatened with extine-

tion, these animalrond

plants are top condidates for |

removal from the gov.

ernment’s “endangered” list ;

Bald oagle: The national syrmbol's ny mbers
have increased tenfold sinece the "
1960 and are now growing 3¢ a rate
of 13 percent each year,

Gray woll: Expected to be taken off fist
sonn in westem Great Lakes, and in 2002
in Racky Mountains,

Pereagrine falcor: Pogulastion increased

" after restrictions on DDT and

resease of falcons reared in
2aptivity. Expacted 1o be
taken off st this yeaar,
Columbian whits-tatied deer:
Recoversd from a poputation of onty
200 two decades ago. May be removed
from list in some regiong next year.
Aleutisn Canads goose: Limited io 3
singie island in 1967, the goase has
thrivext because of restrictions on
hurnting andd protections for its Califrnis
weinfering grounds.,
¥irginia northern ftying squirrel: After
develeprment, sallution ang pests damaged
forest habitat, population has Sounced back.
Servite pians to reciassity as threatened,

Other specins: Thrae plants—Robbin's

cinguefoil, Missoun bisdder-pod and runping
buffak claver—witl likety be reciassified. Four

plant 2 anirnal species in the Mojave Desert's
Meadows National Wildiife Befuge rmghz b&
taken off list.

Oftice of Communications
WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 1998

would top the Hst of crestires to be
declared fully recovered or moved
1o a lesyprotective status follow-
ing & mosthsdong process of for-
mal review,

Some of the recoveries have
heen widely chroniciad, Both the
peregrice faleon and the bald esgle
were pisshed to the brink of oxting.
tien by the use of DOY aud other
pesticides that caused reproduc-
tion rates to plummel Today,
there are more than 1,500 pesting
pairs of Glcony-including a2 least
ontt in downtown Washingtone
awd the hald eagle poguiation is
increasing at a cate of about 10

percent 3 yesr, Baid eagles were

reclagsifiod from officially “ersdan-
gered” io “threatened” in 1995,

While the two birds have be
came symbols of the recovery of
fort, Babbitt's Kst of siocess stories
aisn includes lesser-known animals
and plats that he calls *st as
ecologically significant. . . . { don't
koo what 2 Missoauri bladderpod
18 but I'm pleased that it's ready for
consideration,” be said of the mid- -
western phant.

Mews of Rabbitt's decizion was

stories,” said Christopher 2 Wil
Bams, policy analyst for the World
Wildlifs Fund.

But others saw the timing of
Babbirt's znecuncement as goiith
cal, coming as Congress is weighe
ing competing proposals for re
forming the act, which expired in
1992, Sen. Dirk Kempthorne {R-
Idaho), auther of one m‘t& bziia.
noted that the species
o Babbitt’s list "dida't all reach
that point together.” :

“Hive yrars apo people were
saying it's tisne 1o delist the bald
eagie,” Krmpthome said. “This
underscores the fact that there is
nio mechanism in place for scimiid
i dedistings.”
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BABBITT ANNOUNCES NEW POLICY, PLANS TO“DELIST" ENDANGERED SPECIES
New Emphasis and actions could change terms of ESA feaurhonzazw:z debate

GILL, MASSACHUSETTS --With a backdrop of two nesting bald eagles raising their
three week okd chick, Imterior Secretary Bruce Babbitt announced 3 seemingly minor new policy
with major implications: The Administration will make it a priority during the next couple of
years, © propose delisting or downlisting close (0 two dozen endangered specics that are healthy
and thriving once again.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service signed the policy, which sets in motion the legal
procass of moving roughly two dozen species, including bald eagles, either off the Endangered.
Species Act “list™ or © the lesg critical “threatened” category during the next couple of years.
Removing recovered species from the list enables officials to redirect funds and manpower 0
species with grealer needs. '

“Cur rew policy, 10 emphasize delisting, could alter the terms of debate over the furure
of the landmark 1973 conservation law,” said Babbitt, “For we can now finally prove one thing
conclusively: The Endangered Species Act worky. Period.”

Critics of the Act often claim that once a species is placed on the list, it stays there
forever, citing that as evidence that the Act is ineffective and should be weakened or evcﬁ(
repealed. With future delistings, their argument becomes moot.

Bald =agles, initally declared an endangered species in 1967, recovered to the point that
they were upgraded 10 threatened status three years ago. Today, more than 5,000 nesting pairs
of bald cagles live in the lower 48 states.

“In the near future:” said Babbint, "many species will be flying, splashing and leaping
- off the fist. They made it. They are graduating. They're coming back o their native &merzcan
soil, water and wind.” .

Adding species in need of the Act's protections to the list remains 2 high priority for the
Service, particularly any species facing high immediate risks that require emergency listing.
Currently, 1,135 species (466 animals and 669 plantsy are on the ESA List. Under this
Administration, the Service has placed an average of 85 species on the list each year.

¥
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STATEMENT BY \SECRETA&Y OF THE INTERIOR BRUCE BABBITT ON THE
COURT OF APPEALS DECISION REGARDING WOLF REINTRODUCTION

[ am very pleased that a federal court of appeals has given a ringing endorsement to our
wolf reintroduction program in Yellowstone National Park and central Idaho. The court clearly
agreed that the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s reintroduction program is fully consisterst with the
Endangered Species Act, and expressly disapproved the reasoning of 4 Wyoming district court
that had struck down the program. The Wyoming decision, which has been stayed peading
appeal, is now before another federal court of appeals in Denver

Wolf reintroduction is a powerful demonstration of this Nation’s commitment to
protecting and restoring endangered species. Tuesday’s decision is a welcome vindication of our
efforts to preserve this magnificent species

‘.{)O.I.

[Npte: The court decision, from the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisca, resulted in
upholding the conviction of a2 man prosecuted for unlawfully shooting one 01‘ the wolves
teintroduced into Yellewszém Natlonai Park ]

%
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U.S. Department of the interior .

Office of Communications

‘Low-Tech’ Effort Aims to Return
Massive Trout to Nevada Waters

By Lov Canvon

Speesal 1o The Soshingron Posr

Interior Secretary Brues Babhitt
joined leaders of the Paiute tribe
and Trout Unlimited today in plac
ing novel fish incubators alongaide
the swiftly flowing Truckee River
in the first step of an effort 10
restore giant brophy trowt to @
degraded lake and river sysiem.

*I have the vision that in my
lifetime Lahontan cuithroat trout
will swim from Pyramid Lake up
the Truckee and ser the bright
Hghts of Reno on their way to Lake
Tahoe,” Babbitt said.

The Truckes flows more than

100 miles from Tahoe in the bigh -

Sierra to Pyramid Lake in an arid
* desert 35 miled north of Remo,

Pyramid Lake was once home to
monster Lahontan cutthrost trout
that weighed from 40 o 60
posnds, Babbitt caught a “planted”
Lahontan trout weighing about
five pounds from the lake today
ard presented it to Mervin Wright
Jr., chairman of the Pyramdd Lake
Paiute Triba] Coungil, .

Later Bahbitt, Wright and Matt
Holford, chairman of the Nevads
Council of Trout Unlimited, joined
it placing the first of two strean
side incubators along the Trockee.
Holord said they were the “ulti-
mate in low-tech incnbation.” The
incubators are nothing more than

. camouflaged old refrigerators into

which plagtic boxes holding trout
eggs will he placed. Water fows
through the refrigeratars and the
hatched fish swim into the river,

Wright said restoration of the
giant trout, upon which the Palute
have long depended a3 a principal
soueee of food, would be erucial for
his peaple,

“Is a great day that we are
actually trying to restore the native
trout after talking so long about

doing it.” Wright said. The aifort
1o restore the Lahontan catthroat
teount is the latest and one of the
most dramatic steps in g campaign
Laurched by Babbin iast vear 1o
“bring back the natives,” meaning
2 varety of native western fish at
the brink of extinction.

Each of the incubators planted
along the river today wili be Alled
i mit-May with 90,000 {ish eggs
from a Paiute hatchery. A similar
offert with other native fish in
Wyaming groduced a 90 percent
success Tate, Holford said. The
spomsors of the Nevuda proiect
hape the Lahontan trout will hatch
and become biclogically imprinted
with the Truckee River. They

river, perhaps evenfually
turning to Lake Tahoe, Fish that
are raised in hatcheries and then
put in a lake or atream rarely leave
the area in which they have been
placed. )
“We know this succeeds in theo-
ry. Now we have to see if it works
i1e the Truckee,” said Patrick Cob
fin of the Fish and Wildlifs Service,

Babhitt has compared the La
hontan restoration attempt with
the controversial campaign to
bring back the wolf to Yeliow-
sione.

Buth attempts have heen unpop-
wlar with rancherswwthe wolf he-
caude it is 3 presumed livestock
predator, and the trout becpise
some farmers fear they will be
deprived of irrigation water, While
farmers in the Fallon area sast of
here did not object to installation
of the streamside incubators, they
have made it known that they will
opgxose any efforts o reduce their
wiater rights or remove dems on
the Truckee River. Currently, hove
ever, 2 series of wet years in
northert Nevads and sgreement
among government agenciss, the
tribal coumcd and farmers bro-
kered by Sen. Harry M. Reid (O-

Nev.) have brought & truce to the,

water wars that often plagued this
and state. Babbitt said iy an inter-
view that ironing out the . final

MONDAY, APRIL 29, 1998
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Chialrrnan Mrvin Wright v, discosa affort to restore Laboutan cotthroat trost.
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detaiis of this agreement and hav-
ing it signed by all parties is 4 high
priceity for the interior Departe
ment,

The Lazhontan cutthroats,
narned for two distinct red stushes
on their lower jaw, were once the
largest inland trout in the aation,
and the story of their nearestruc- -
1iory 1% characteristic of what has
happened 1o many species during a
centugy anxd 2 half of development
in the West,

in 1844, the explorer John Fre-
mont zad his party traveled south
from Oregon and became the first
peapie of Buropean origin to see
the saline body of water he named

Pyramid Lake because of a disting.

tive formation in the middle of the
lake. Pyramid is a remnant of
Lahontan Lake, a vast inland sea
that 12,006 years age covered
much of Newada. The trout and a
rare sucker-type fish, cobui, which

i3 sacyed to the Paiute, can tolerate -

bigher levels of salinity and heat
than most nonaative species, Fre-
mof received 3 friendly greeting
from the Pajute, who gave his
party a feast of trout that the
explarer thought tasted better
than any fish be had ever eaten,
Arcording to fish historian and
biclogiss Robert J. Behnke, “Fre
mont and his party were the first
and probably the last Anglos to see
Pyramid Lake and its native troot
in all their pristine glory,” The
trout soon became a popular food
in mining camps. Lahowtan trongt
spawning in the Truckee were
killed by sawdust pollution from
lumber mills. By 1878, dans near
Renc had blocked 75 pervens of
their spawning habitat,
Even so, the abundance and
resdience of these native trout wis
remmarkable, Anoual railroad ship-
ments of cutthroit trout from
Wadsworth in the 1880s manged
froms 200,000 10 250,000 pexsnda,
The most serious blow (& the
Labkontans was struck in 1505 by
the federal government, which
owns 87 percent of Nevada lands,
The anewly created Buresu of Reo-
famation built Derby Dam to irvé-
gace vast aress of desert for farme
ing. When the Pafute objected that
this would desiroy the fish, Barean
of Reclamation Comumnissioner
Frederick’ Newell declared: “Fish
have no chds in water hw”

Tre Wasumcron Post

For many vears, sufficient water
passed over Derby Dam to allew 2
reduced fishery. in the 1920s, Pyr.
amid Lake became 2 fashionable
vacation spot for movie stars who
oiten were photographed with tro-
phy out they had canght. But in
1538 increased diversion from the
Truckee and 3 severe drought 2l
but finished off the Lahontans. The
trout that spawrned that vear were,
a8 Behnke put it, “loft high and dry,
writhing in their death theges ona
damp siver bed after the entire

Truckee River low was diverted at’

Derby Diam,”

By the 19405 Pyramid was clas-
sified 28 a “dead Iske,” impoverish-
ing the Printe, wiho bad used the
traut for food and rmaintained 2
flourishing guide businesa on the
shores of the lake,

- Lakontan trout survived in tribe
utaries and lakes of the Truckee
and other small streams in various
parts of Nevada, In the early 1970s
thess trout were listed a8 a threats
eved spevies, and fadaral and statz
agencies  worked with rihal
groups and private arganizations
such 2as Trout Udlimited in an
effort to restore them Today a

. Laborrtan Gshery thrives in Pyre

mid Lake, but the fish are much
smalier than the monsters of the
past, rarely sbove 15 pounds and
more often about Gve. For a long
thne, it was belisvad that the origh
pai genetic .strain of the glant
fLahonten trout had been Jost when
the lake went dead in the 1540s,
Bot z semall population of fish
wia foond in two streams at Plint
Peak nexr the Nevadaitah bordey
- deacendants of the original Labone
{ans. Vsing new gemetic mathods,
Jasors Dunharm and 6. L. Vineyard
of ihe Biological Resources Center
at the University of Nevada-Reon
are comparing the DNA of thess
Pliot Peak fizsh with DNA ke

APR

. bom glant Lahontans that wers

canght and mounted earlier in the
cealury.

In a recent puper, Dunham said |

broodstock of the fish from Pilet
Peak may “provide an important
source of genetic diversity for re-
building the cuithrout fishery at
Pyramid Lake.” But it is ot known
H these fish will atiain monster
size, Junham's paper said changes
in enviroumental conditions as

well ag genetics may have reduced

the Lahontany’ size.
Restoration of the native fishery
could be significant o the Reno
ares, wheve casinoa are
derwrniowen real estate values are in
decline and outdoor recreation s
increasingly seett &% the wave of
ihe future. The Reno Gazetia-Jour-
saf on Thursdzy said the valuation
of downtown Reoc is less than one

e

juxury casino opening this year of

the Las Vegas strip. Increasingy
across the West, the presence of
native trout is being scen as an
index of environmental heaith,

“Trout are 30 sensitive o habi-
tat, needing oold and  clean
sirsms, that they form keystone
sprcies that Hok aquatie plants and
avrimain the water-
shed,” Michas! P. Dombeck, chief
of the U.S. Forest Sprvice, ssid ina
statenent. “To recover one is 10
recover sl
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REREWING TROUT: Piacing oid refrigerstors along the
Truckse River t6 serve 88 incubalors for fish Intericey
Sacretary Bruce Babinit and others began an & rt in Sut-
cite Nev. Saturdsy to resore the Lahontan cufthroel
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Spring Mountains
to be safe haven
for-rare species

8y Moy Manning
LAS VEGAS SUN

Faderal and state officiais were ex-
pected o ink a landmark comprehen.
sive agreement today that protects 68
rare snd endangered species in the
Soring Mountains west of Luy Vegas.

Ths Spring Mourtain Conservation
Plan is the firss of 1ts Rind in the na-
. timg interior Becretary Bruer Bablin
£33 1

“We ars loarning to make the En.
dunygersd Species Act wark in Ne
vadu,” he snid,

“The same besuty and diversily
that make this extraordinary habitat
& ‘Grzat Basin Cealspages’ attract
thouganda of visitore sach week Qur

reaponae 18 not to restrict access to the

Spring Mountaing, but to create a
hold, innovative solution called a ton-
servation sgreemsnt”

Sea., Harry Reid, D-Nev, waa
scheduled to join Babbitt and ropre-
sentgtiven of the 118, Departmeant of
Agrienlture, US, Figh and Wildifs
Bepvice, the Spring Moustain Natural
Conservation Ares and ths Nevada
Department of Conservation and Nat.
ural Resourcen ot the Mouat Charless

from keeping rare species off the en-
dangered list, Babbitt said, referring
15 -reforms Prevident Clinton insti-
tuted to proscrve species in 1993,

Mogt conservation agreements sofe-
guard a 3ingle species, Babbit said.
Of all the plants and gnimala pro-
tected in the Sprang Mountains, 25 are
found nawhere oise in the world.

For Reid, it was the capetone uf
{;ars of wotk Lo preserve the Spring

cunilains, )

“As someene who grew up in the de-
aert down in Searchiight, I remember
being umazed by the alpins scenery
the first time | weat 10 the Spring

Muuntains,” Reid said. “Today's ¢hil-

dren growing up in Lus Veyus need to
have the same opportunity to espeni-
ence the mountains that { had. With
the record growth g arg axperienci

in the valley, it is eritiea] that we :ﬁ
work logether to preserve and protect.
Nevads’s special places like Red Bock,
the Spring Mountaiss Recreation
Area and Mount Charleston,

“The hstoric signing of this conser-
vation agreement m the next siap
in the process to improve sur guality
of itfe in Southers Nevada.”

ton Hotel.

Succesa of the agreement comes

B Babbitt

CONTINUED FROM A

The  unigue  agreement
brought tngether federal, atate
_and {oca] partners, he waid,

The conservation agreement
will protect unigue aspeties
threatened or endangered on
public as well 28 private lands.

O3ffiris]l work on Lhe. agree-
_ ment Began sfter 3 US. Forest
Service plan wae smended in
 {etober 1998, said Alan Piok.
wrton, assistant forest auparei-
sor of the Spring Mountsins

Naturel Recreslion Aren, The .

. plan improves snvirsament for
sii of the spesies so they will
a0t be Hawd, Pinkerton said,
noting that ateelhead zaimon
and bullhead trout have been
Listed as threatened in [daho

A 31T

In addition to providing a’
haven for rare zod sensitive
eregtyres, the Sering Moun.
taina offer Las Vegas residents
and visitors an alpine world for
recreation 356 mmles from down-
town. said Bob Williams, feld
supervisor of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service in Reno.

The agreement balances the
survival of the species with fu-
ture recrestion developmeant in
the Spring Mountains, Wil-
liams said. -

- Representatives of Sen. Rich-
ard Bryan, D-Nev., Bep. John
Ensign, R-Nev., Rep. Jim Gib-
bons, R-Nev_ the MNature Con-
servancy. the Smithsonian In-
atitute, UNLV and the Center
for Coasgrvation Biolegy at
Stanford Universily were alag

invited ts the ceremony gt the
gateway to the Spring Moun-
taing, v

Some of the species saved inv
clude the Skasta blue butrerily,
the Palmers chipmunk and the
plant Clokey's aggveotch,

Onece Congress fnalizes the
agreement, it will become pars
of Clark County's multispecies
plan, under dovelopment %W
protect up to R3 plants. ok’
mals, insects, birds, fish and
reptiles in the Las Vegas Val
ley, Willinma said,

Pete Morros, direstor of the
Nevads Department of Conssr-
vation and Natural Resources,
praised the work between agen.
cied. ’

*1 think it's a case where evs
srybody has found  common
ground,.” Movras 3aid,

.

Lake Mud National Recrcation Arca

L3
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reconciles protectiog and develog-
ment and cconomin insvme.”

Bat it's to0 Iate for Rabbiit's ap-
proxch, said Ncit Levine, aa stior.
ney with Eaorillaw, whicy repres
sents the {iiadzvefsziy Legal
Foundativn,

“If in Tact there were efforia i
prolect ihe moute five or six vasrs
#fu, then you could have patien
shead of the fraih agd taken ste
back then 50 we wogian't be ip LK‘
pasition we'rs in feday,” Leviur
said, "This sort of 1tibehour afe
tempt o circumvent the listing is
nol acccplable under the law.”

The foundation, which won & Lew
gal batile 10 have the lysx sdded lo
ihe endangered specics lisf, has
satd il wiil file g Iawxgit i the Mish
and Wildiife Sesvice refuses (o list
the mouse. ,

Babbitt may in fact want i prov

Ject the mouse, byt he's going

shout it the wrong way, Lavine
said,

“His goal in tn avaid the lsling, .
getilng certain stakeholders to.
Fether to agroe to do certain
lhings. Dur bec! with duing i thyt
wiy is thore's o cniamabi!it;%
there's no dcvountgbiilty, Only
through the lisling do you gu! that

There are ways is work within
the Endangered Species Act o ac-
commodaie Sevelapment and pro-
tect the tnouse, Lavine said.

“There should be & workabin e
Intion here” he said.

. Babbitt, who's heard the crziln
czszn bﬂoﬂi said ke best way«ta
protect the rights of people ang

- witdlife i through csmpmmise md

CONSANYIA, .
. “Whatever my critica zmy sxy it
remaing My position that that's t?;e
Lexi way to do it
Mark Eddy's s-mai} azfa‘n-‘s fx
wmarkeddy @sol.com
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safe Harbors’ plan will help save endangered
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But rren the fimber Tarany
rared the fandscaps, sliced $p
Apmdai, drove natove sidiife ¢
near exifnction. Only the Cadsn-
geretd Species Aot tiomd in i0E
Wiy

Haw, under Dhige iaeEnives,
s SR cop (he aet apl juad ty PO
tage, but 1o knil these e i2ng
meate of he Hrest mossic Back
ingeiher, To rellndd,

AF we heip iendearery restare
the woodpecher, the waodpaches
i g Meips Bt restors e lORg.
ignt pine lorest 1o ag former TiCh-
negs sndd charicier lor ganerationt
i ik,

To Tind oot s about The pro-

grarn, confats the $ .0, Depanmeat
of Natursi Bmasurces, Sanghilh
Research amd Educsien Cenlef,
2.0 Box 23203, Crtamiis, $.C
25274 ot call (BO) &) 58643,

A, Gubnits it secrelory ¢f the U 3.
D Lireng of the MtUHUF,
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By BRUCE BABBITY
BAR THAT ALARM? That's the
sound of 13 Pacific salmon runs
grashing from Puget Sound to Cen-

wal California, plunging toward the Endas.

gered Species Act, and possidly w

axtinctdon.

Like ewery wmude awakening, alarmas
ieave two oprionz, The tempting ony 15 to
nit the snooze hutten and roll over. Call in
sick. Point Ongers and say it's somecns
eise’s problem That's what we did in the
early 1960 with warnings sbout a critter
catled the spotted owl, By the titne we final
iy got moving - in ihe dleventh hotr —
the train wreck had already begun

Cur cther option is te et up and get an
early fump on the work ahead, using thres
vaiuabie lesaons we've lcarned sy far.

First; yiates and fribes must take = isad
arship role consarving apecles, sa soun as
. posaible. Just because a gpecies bin’t yet
endangered, doean’t mesn it ain’t broke.
and can't be fised. Siste wildiife munagers
dide't and don't wait for deer, elk, wid
turkey or waterfowt to reach the smbrgeis
Ly room stage before taking steps to rebuild
game popuiations, Thair expertise and au-
thority is essentlal to the process.

{regon has already stepped forward to
the challenge. {nder & Candidate Conmirva-
tlan Agreement, the administration agreed
to hald off Hating cobo soimon if the stats
took fast, serions steps toward
Gov. John Kitzhaker askad his

for $32 miliion. apd pof It His rdesand.
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salmon plans

rigre property Haes and city mits, spawn-
ing up watersheds domirsted by private
holdings, Yet every yewr, iheir habimat
shrinks tiue to colisctive changes, growth
and development. Extinetion i3 not an ap-
tion. Mor i5 rigid blanket reguistion. Nor
status quo,

Enter the Habitat Conservation Plan.

An HCP s an epvivonmental bineprint
sogotiated with landowners which savs, in
effect; “Huild here, log there, farm that, and
kesp this dam OR? Now, in exchange,
isave that Reld opes. steer chain waws gway
from those river banks, leave a stream bulft
gr along here.” ,

In Weshingtoy state, landowmers have
pioneered this concept. Why? Because in
refurm, we ensure thelr right to pursns
iegidmate business productivity - no -
prises” - Knowing that regulators won't
compe back in 8 few months or years withys
different agenda. They get certainty,

To restore listed spotted owls bald ea
ges and marblied murrelets the presidont’s
Forest Man spewned a half dozer major
HOPs with dmber rer 5.8 like
Weyerhonuser, Flum Creel. 3% 0 Pacific
and the state Jiself These ~. arly cover 3
milifon acres, protesthug @ 1 e,
stoep alopes, and Unbroedn wuecidurs on
their own isnd. ‘

Nowe Gov. Gary Locks I3 poised W go
‘Mrthas, drafting a comprehensive Stats
Salmen Strategy Framoework, That way,

recovery. even If runs showGd ultimately be Iisted,

Weashington will be ready with the equive-
lent of & bnige statewids HCP for its native

incentives Oregon Plan for Sstmon and Wa- chinook salmon and steelhead. *

tersheds will modify timber and agrionitar-

al praetices to improve water quality in
coastal estusries where coho spawn. :
Wil it go fsr snough 1o avold Heting?
That iargely depends on Oregon’s farmers,
ranchers, foggers and state officials, not 1o

Third, we must engage counties, sitlea
and suburbs in ihe recovery process, Bring
themn t¢ the table, set a fre goal for them,
and match their effores o reach it .

wention Bl Nifio. Yet eitker way it should

" become the focal peint for salmon tecovery.
A Jump start

Second: private landowners must fully

participate. Without their help we have o
chance of rescuing listad specles, let alons
restoring them Steeihead and selpon ig

Five yeary ago California quistly pissed
legislation that coes just that, [t's time for
Oregon and Washington w ke pote. far
that law . creating the Nawrat Comsmuni.
ties Conservation Prowrsm — has begun' to
bear real fruit in Orange and San Diege
Counties. '

Lke the Willamette Valley ar Puget
Sound, Southern California's explosive
growth was pushing one of that region's
natives fowards extinstion. A hird cailed
the guateatcher inhabits the last remaining
undeveloped cosstal zone south of Las An-
geles, To protect it we faced a, powerfl
billondollar real estate indusiry, 4, majer
regional recession, & county henkruptey,
and opponents who predicted the Endan.
gered Species Aot would dersi] sny econom-
i¢ growth in the reglon.

Instead, the act harmonized growth and
sonservation. People shared an affinity for
the . Thev knew protecting habi-
it for endangerad species Kapt open space
for -human spacies, They saw what Los Ane
geles had lost to unchecked sprawl, conges.
tion and asphall

So locsl governments accepted the chal
lenge and hashed things out with landown.
ars, undll uittmately city, county, stale and
focleral piannery set asids a total of 10,000
arres of open apace kabitat for 85 Imperiled
natlve planty and setmals,

If Oregon, Washington, and Californis
con respopd o the wskeap call, so must
Congress. [t can and should reauthorize the
Endangered Species Act to make thisse re-
frms of the pest five years — from no
surprises to candidate vongervadon sgree

men — permanent.

In s&dition, Congress has never provig
ai states with matchlog grants o rescus
native species. It muat do so now, as an
ineentive for us all t take sarly action, roll
cut of bed and hit the floor running. The
chock is One yesr o reverse the
decline of ‘s and Washingion's stste
fish: 11 isn't maeh tme. But if used right, 8
WAy prove just long enough.

_ Bruce Babbitt iz the Secrvtary of the
Interior, o

-

ot
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Balance on species

" Bipartisan measme headed to Senate floor

mce s 20-year authorization

expired in 1983, the federal

Endangered Species Act has

languished in legisiative limbs,

Congressional Democrats
have lacked sufficient votes to extend
the law as written (and as liberally in-
terprated by the courts). Raputxiicans
have. lacked the veto-proof margin of
votes necessary Lo revm{e the law 10
their hxing.

But the impasse ve:'}- well may end
this spring. The Senate is expected to
take action shortly oo a bipartisan mea-
sure, co-sponsored

by. Sens. Dirk
Kempthorne, R«
fdaho, Max Baucus, |
D-Mont.,, Harry }
Reid, [-Nev,, and
John {hafee, R-
R.1.. that would
modify the 1973
law to provide a F.
better balance be--
twesn species pro- Bruce Rabbitt
tection and the :nterests of private land-
own:rs

* The Kempthorne bill, as it's called,
would codify into law 3 policy that the
Interior I)epartmcat has been success-
-fully pursuing in recent years.

it works this way: The federal gov-

ernment enters into a negotiated con-

tract. with 2 private landowner who

agrees 1o set aside acreage to protect.

endangerad species habital. In return,

the landowner is free to use the remain-

der of his land without government
interference’ on grounds of speczes
protection. :

Inierior Secremry Bruce Babbitt, an

advocate of this “no surprises” policy,
has thrown his support ‘behind the
Kempthorne bill, recogrnzmg that 80
percezzt of endangwed species live on

;;ma te property. :

" The virtue of the measure, said Bab-
bitt, is that i provides "incentives that
enable landowners .. . to preserve and

protect wiidlife habitat by taking sim.

ple, flexible, inexpensive and, above all,
scientifically sound steps.” |

As it'is, the federal goversunent, as’
weil as state and local governments,
have negotiated more thar 200 habitat
conservation agresments. One of the'
most ambitious of these iz San Diego's
Multipie Species Censervation Pro-
gram, which Babbitt has cited as a mod-
el for the nation;

indead, 2 yesr ago this month, the
San Diego City Council approved the
first step in a habitat conservation
agreement covering 500 square miles,
setting aside 172,000 acres for 85 en-
dangered species. ‘The agresment will

_allow ‘landowners to fresly use the re.

maining acreage.

Of course, there is opposition to habi-
tat conservation agreements at the lo-
cal, state and federal levels. Uncompro-
mising environmental groups say that
no-surprisas contracts are sellouts to
developers amd commercial companies.
Unyielding “property-rights advocates
say that no-surprises, contracts deny
landowners their right to compensation
by the government.

It is because these diametricaliy op-

- posed intereats have dominated debate

gn the Endangered $mes Act for
mauch of the past five yeats that Con-
gress made little progress wward modi>
fying the iaw,

But the extremists should not be ai-
lowed to block the Kempthorne mea-
sure frompassage. .

The bill strikes a reasonable halance

‘petween the interests of private land-

owners and the protection of endan-
gered species habitat.
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Wolves Take Wary
Steps Toward Wild

«Amid protests and media glare, family of three

P{ Y. ;{ r1HE
By Muxe Tavcan
dosrmal Saf Wniar .

HANNAGAN ¥EADOW, Ariz. — For
the firse dome in decades, Mexisan wolves
e oerupying this remote coumoy.

“{ grew up i thiy cunrey, and always
had the sense that something was mizs-
ing," Interior Seorotary Bruse Babbit
told reporters Monday, shortly after
heiping sarry onc of threo wall keanels
into a forested holding pen aear the New
Mexico border.

“This is & dig momen: lor wolves, bt
alsp for the human spirit,” ke added,

The family of three Mexican walvey, &
subspecizs long confined o 2008 and

sfuges, becams the first to be reintro.
»i06d to the Southweat,

Protesters o Alplne, 2 small towm
abeut 25 miles north of che reintroduc.
vien  mite, " demonstraiad  againgt the
reloase throughout the day. “We'rg fed ap
with government intrusion in syr lives.
It's real simple,” 23ig viackwmsith Dink
Robart.

Twa mors Lamily groups of wolves will
be moved 1o similar sites in e coming
weeks, and all 13 wolvos will be released
this spring to fend for themanlvey,

A wall pup knows a3 No, 511 was the
firs: ane out of her kennel.

Cautious snd 6! from a full duy in the
metal box, she darted several feel oul
. apts the snow and stopped to look back at
a throng of reporters, photographers and
imlevisinn Crews,

She started again, sispped agsin and
logked back agals at the media before
bounding off to explors her pew cofe
fipes. Her muother, & asyertive famals
wnown 53 No, 174, exited her kennel & faw
rumants ater w plsa showing an appar-
ent warisese of the medis bofors follow.
ing her pun,
 Alter the media had been ushered
awsy from the wolves” holding pen, there
was & reunjon fer the famiy rhat had
spent the psst yesr st the Ssvileta - IS DTN L s o
Manonal Wildlife Refuge near Socorra. ' WPTY LA oy ST RMAL

*.Iaif,: No. 188, described by LlOlOgISIS 35 0y aioaay Interior Secratary Brucs BabbRt, rght, assists U.S. Fish and Widiifs Service
Ser WOLVES on PAGE A¢  Director jamis Rappaport Clark 1n caerying the flrat Maxican wolf reinssed tn a pan Monday,

A Mexicen wai
medt through 3
tnenthird acre
pan  3Mar being
tlgasad frem &
xennel in Arizona
noar ths New
MazicoArizong
sorer.

Tref A RELLATED
AT
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Fom PAGE &1

an phusive but majestic  androsd,
firatly had wendered out of hia ken-

nl

“As soon 26 they were together,
their tails were going ke this,” said
woll biclogin Wmdy Brown, mdi
cating & wagging motion m:k hex
hands, *it was great”

The wolves comgprise one of tiree
family groups that s7e on their way
Back this year o the wild — &
remmarkable comeback for a sub.
species of gray wolf that once
testerad on the brink of extinction.
They were pearly wiped oui during
the first half of this century by
ranchers aid the government, .

Today, wolf biologists gay they
believe Mexican wolves no loeger-
exist at aif in the wild The 175 Mex
ican wolves alive, alf deacendants of
just » handful of capiured wolved,
were gl s refuges or 2008

il Monday st about 10 am.

Conservationists  were  clated.
They noted that it was pear here

" . thet famed conservalipnist Aldoe

Leapold recafied in one of his best-
known cesays the fime he shit &
Mexican wolf, thinking that doing
ag would increase the deer popula-
Hion and improve haiting.

By, Leoopald recailed, watching
the “fierce green fire dying in her
eyes” made him realize the 9ol
mm&mm in the lide of the mann-
tain.

It was an early qnphmy fur the

HEETY CLARW MORRNL

DPPONENTS: Daue Bonnelt, halding har baby goat, Preclous, jolas Luke

Maexican wolves,

congervatish movement, “in this
very place, with the wery same
tpesies,” said Defenders of Wildlife
president Rodger Schlickeisea.
Leopold also was responsible foe
getling the nation’s lirst designated
wildernesy arca in the Gils, where
Mexican wolves ssch as the anes

. hueing released this yoar sre expect-

e to recolonize. Schiickeisen com-

_ pared thiz reintroduction to the

netion’s first wilderaess area to the
reintroductiun of “wolves o the

: Wilkine tn Alpine, A, i protesting the reintroduction of & fasily of

vountry’s first nofional park three
years sgo af Yellowstone,

“It twolf veintroduction} is sym- ‘

bolic and importent because iU
huppening oo the S0th anniversury

af Aldo Leapoid’s death,” he sdded

‘Ihe other two family groups wiil
be moved into heiding peos in the
Apache-Sitgreaves Natisnal Farest
niar thie New Mexico barder, where
they will be kept in the ane-third
ncee pens Tor six io 18 weeks to
svclimate o the wild. Then they will

‘Wolves Take Steps Toward Wlld

be sat fres

Using ezr tags and redie coliacs,
biologists will monitor the §3
waolves aftey their release, They will
br esprolally inrerested (o see if the
wolves are denning and Xitliog prey,
snid Duvid Persons, the (L&, Fish
and Witdlife Servize’s Maxsenan wolf
recovery feader,

The Fish and Wildlife Service
plans o comtinue releasing wolves
eack year until there is & selfvtos
taining population of sbouwr 16D
wolves in the aeiphboring Gila and
Apache-Sitgreaves pational forests,

Bt opposition 1o wal reintrodac
tion runs deep among locals, whe
premesied in front of Robart's black-
synith shop in Alpine.

Protesters wore hlue arombands
and held siges with messsges such
ax, “1s the wolf a ploy for UN. con-
trol?” and "Dloa't impont wolves.
Deport envirsomentadists, Babbits
and {Vice Pregident Al) Gore”

Waily Wynia, a miner {vom Socoe
1o, added, "Wolves simply will not
work in livestock country”

Babbitt, bowever, 54 e West i
big ensugh fur wolves asd rasch-
ers.

“The West bedongy to al af ug”
Babbitt said_ “t's notone or the oth-
gr. There's tow masny people whe sey
fie West should be an industrial
wasteland or 3 wilderness without
people”

“There's ;:fk:nly of room for Cod's
creation.”
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Mexican Wblves Return to Southwest,
Desptte Ranchers’ Howls

Sy?am Kemrtﬁy

Panbmgson Post Skadf Wser

APACHE NATIONAL FOREST
Ariz., Jan. 26--Writing more than a
half century ago, conservationist Al-
do Leopold evocatively described the
howl of the wolf in the rugged moun-
tain country straddling the border of
Arizona and New Mexicn.

“A deep chesty bawl] echoes fram
rimrock (o rimrock, rolls down the

© omountiin snd fades info the far

* Mountain.® *It is an cuthurat of witd
. defisnt sorrow, and of contempt for
3l the wdveraities of the world.”

For the first ime in decades, that
sound of defiant sorrow and cone
tempt reverberated aguin  foday,
through the lush stands of poadere

52 pine that carpet the mountaine of
t}m Blue Runge Primitive Ares, as
goversment biclogists and officials
miumphantly escorted the Mevicen
wolf bark fo s ancestrs! home.
More then cight decades after the
federyl gowernment set sul at the
behest of ranchers 1o eradicate the
wolf, aud 22 yesrs alter the govern-
ment reversed course and put it oo
“the sndangered species list. the ade
vance guard of what biologists be-
Jiewe will be the first group of Mexi-
can wobves b0 rour fres in the United
States since 1970 was brought here
from s federal captive breeding fcilh

W .
Following seversl weeks of sccli-
masos o Gisir new environment, the
three Mexican wolves—e formale
designated No. 166, 2 male specified
23 174 and their pup, SHlwill e

relessed from their holding pens to |

become freeringing representatives
of one of the rarest land mameady i
the world, During the next few
weeks and yews, other Ixmily
groups will join them, snd beologizty

expect that by the year 2005 the wild -

population will reach 100 animuls
TORHY § regovery zone mure thas
WQM{:{‘{&WmHmm

Tre ¥assisoron Posy

Heturning the walf is a chance to
“erase the sias of the past” said
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbite,
himself the product of & ploneering
Arigona ranching family, before he
selnad carry the three wolves' crates
into their holding pes today.

“Wha is the apirit brought out by
these evenhy?™ he asked, "t hasio do
with our swn ability smot just to
protect wildlife, but to restore it . .,
to say theve's room enough to spare
in God's creatica.”

Hunted, trapped ard poisoped in
Americs's wutghgst ad ?«igim
during much of this century, Mexie
4 wolves came 38 close 1o oxting
ton as an animal can get without

actually tumbling off the odge info
oblivies. The Mexican wolf wia
down t » handfyl of individuale
whes two miales end oo ferale were
captured in México in the late 1970
g progoam T other tocag.

program,. other lineag
enwire from wolves ot a living mu-
seum in New Mexzico md mie from
wolves ot the Mexico City zoo--were
added 1o he progrun s fowyears agoe
mz}mmmmm

ly, the 4.5 million acres of forest and
mountuine shered by the Apache and
Gils nmtional foreats along the New
Mexico border, about 150 miles easi
of Phoenix. )

The Mexican woll is one of fve
North American subspecies of gray
woifgrnalier gud with g habitat cen
tered in Mexico sod the southweat
ere Unied Stxtes. I it establishes a
footheid here, it will hecome for
supporitry the third jewel in the
government's crown of wolf reinivo.

- duction, resfing next to almost 100

red wolven in eastern North Caroling

and Tennewsee, and aboul 160‘

Neorthern gray wolves iu two regicns
of the northern Rocky Mountains. in
Yellowstone National Park and the
vast wilderness of central idaha.

. But as was the case with its cousin
three years ago in the Northern
Rockies, the Mexican wolf faces im-
placable appesition from ranchers in
this isolated quarter of the south
west, 2 region that arguably harbors
more distrust sod’ putright hostility
for the federal gowernment's land
management and wildlife policies
than 29y other place in America, |

Just (o the east Hoe Catron Coonty,
NM., spawaing ground for & west-
ers movement that insists fadersi
landa be subject 4o lockl contyol, aud
a place where agents of the Fiah and
Wiidlife Service and the U.5. Forest
Service have sometimed faced ugly
thrests of viclence and the county
government urget every adult lo
own B gUN. - .

Bumper mkzrs suggest, *§ It's
Endsngered, Clone 1t*

This is 3 region where fedend
epvironmentsl laws gre not an ab
gtraction, but sometimes 2 grinding
economic reality, Cougtdmponed log
Fing restrictions to protect the Mexi-
can spotted swi shut down timber
harvests on public forests in New
Mexico and Arizona for more thao &
year and a half and contributed ta the
closurs of twothirds of the timber
milis operating in the region.

Livestock producery whe degend
on fadersl graming lauds now are



facing new environmental restric
Hons to protect other impertied spe-
cies such as the southwest wiliew
flycatcher, a rare songbird that cone
petes with cattle for the same siyeam:-
side hahiae,

Now comes the woif, and to many
ranchers the federal sss0rances thay_
its designaden as a “nonessential,
experimental” populaticn—which.
teans ng restricions on theer activi |
ties—ring holiow. The designation
means that wolves kiliog livestock
can be rewpsoved and even shot, and
bivlogists astimate that the recov
ered population wid kill 2 maximem
0134 cattie per yrar.

Bt that s cold camfort for those
whe view the wolf as did rancher
G.W. “Dub” Evans. who in s 1331
memoir described i as “the cruslest,
mo3t wanten kifler of sl our South-
wastary gredatore.” The welf, wrote
Evans, "is 3 butcher, kiling st every
spportunity whather he is hungry or
aet"

Evany's 82yenrold pephew, Jupe
Meaas, raises Angus and Hereford
catfie on 40000 acres of rolling
grasvland cesr Buckhorn, N M, and
shares his late uncie’s views, A gre-
garious and hospitable third peners-
Hion cattieman who prides imself on
heing & good neward of the fand,
Means sl hay 3 vivid recoliection of
& wolf pack hamstringing a grown
buil on the lamily ranch when he was
& young boy.

. “'mey ware sating oyt his ﬁngh,

and the bull was sill afive and | ;um; i

bawling,” recalled Meana, “That was
mugic 1o thelr dianer, that’s how'
criming they are”

On his vast raneh with ity spectac
ular views of the Mogollon Moun
tains, Means and his ranch hands'
Sght a vonstant battls against other
predators—Coyotes, mountain lions
and bearse-and see nothing but faldy
in adding another one that earlier,
mare rancherfriendly gowernment
oificials spent decades wiping out.

“Now what good is the ‘lobe’ going
to do?” asked Means, using the
Spanish word for wolf “If the woif
has the right to run in this country,
we have the right o, protect our
interests, if vou understand wiist |
mean.”

Environmentalists euch 3a Craig
Miller of Defenders of Widlife, s
group that has worked an wolf resio-
ration and compensates ranchers for
" thieirlossey, are hoping that ime and
experience will nurture 3 mors dab
anced view of the asimal,

TrE WasHperon Post

“The wolf has been unfairty sad-
dled with myths zod legeads that ]
portray it as an evil viclous, usthd .
kilter,” said Miller. “But wolves plava
very imporiant rods in balancing the
ecasysteryy. They help cull the prey
population and prevent evergrazing
by ok and desr, But most inportant:
b wsthe right thing to do.”

kel
fannar,
o

smmmm« mm:mcm droctor of Flah smi
mmmmwwmemmmammxmmm

Spﬁﬁsomllo l
e )

Hecavery zane
haundary

Release
area

i
o et

|
]

BT LGS BMREIC T mralastGTON MERT



DEFARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE.SECRETARY
For Immediate Release . Contact: Jamie Workman
December 13, 1997 | {202y 208-6418

-BABBITT VISITS MAINE TO ENDORSE SALMON RECOVERY PLAN

Stgns formai State Atlansic salmon conservation pian, announces decision not ¢ list species”

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt came 1o Augusta, Maine on Monday,
December 1S, to' formally endorse a State conservation management plan simed at restoring
Atlantic salmon populations - and the freshwater quality -- in seven of the state's key
watersheds, Upon doing so, he withdrew a petition 1o place the species on the federal
endangered species list

In ceremonies starting at noon at the Statehouse Hall of Flags, Secretary Babbiu,
Maine Governor Angus King, and other agency heads backed a State plan that will
cooperatively reduce incidental take, improve spawning habitat, and help recover Atlantic
salmon stocks swimming up the Sheepscot, Duckirap, Pleasant, Machias, East Machias,
Denny and Narragaugus Rivers.

The plan, which culminates 17 months work by the Governor's Adantic Salmon Task
‘Force, addresses potential threats [o the species from agriculture, aquacuiture, forestry and
recreation fishing. and outlines actions to reduce threats and promote recovery. It was pivotal
in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's and National Marine Fisheries Service's joint
determination of whether or sot these stocks should be placed on the federal Endangered
Species Act list,

*We are uplocking the full potential of rivers in Maine, and opening 2 new chapter in
canservation history,” said Babbitt, "The Governor showed great leadership in forging this
public and private sector collaboration, which will enbance the ecology and economy of the
state for years to come. The rivers will continue to astract anglers, hoaters and other
sportsmen who will belp grow and sustain new jobs and revenue.” '

-DOL-
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INTERIOR SECRETARY PRAISES “MONUMENTAL CONSERVATION
ACHIEVEMENRT"™ IN SAN DIEGO COUNTY

Calling it *a major milestone in America’s conservation history and a model plan fer
communities nationwide,” Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt praised last night’s approval of
the Multipie Species Csnservauon Plan (MSCP) by the Supervisors of San Diego County,
Califomnia. .

“The MSCP opens a new chapter for conservation and open space planning for the 215t
Century,” he continued. “Voluntary conservation partnerships on private lands will be as valued
by future generations as we value the conservation ethic of Teddy Roosevelt and the
establishment of national parks and wildlife refuges at the beginning of the 20th Century.”

This vote puss in place a complex and extraordinary blueprint for the San Diego County’s
future, that balances the conservation of ecologically-sensitive areas with the need to
accommedate long-term economic development, It is the first and largest of three regional
conservation plans, and was approved by the San Diego City Council on March 18, 1897, The
area in the MSCP covers about 900 square miles from the San Dieguite River Valley to Mexico,
and from the Pacific Ocean to national forest lands,

“San Diego County is blessed with a unique and extraordinary natural landscape. Along
with it comes an enormous biological diversity in the array of plant, wildlife and marine species
that reflects the varied terrain of mountains, canyons, lagoons, bays and beaches and the rolling
mesas and hills that lie between them,” Babbitt continued, “At the same time, this southem coast
offers one of the most attractive climates and qualities of life in our country, As a resull, the
coastal open spaces between Los Angeles and San Diego were under enormous development
pressure before local and innovative conservation plans got underway. San Diego County can
now offer a model to the nation for how to pian for and baiancc the needs of man and nature, and
how to do the job right.”

”}”hc MSCP pianmng pmcess grew out c:fm unprecedented partnership between federai g
state and local governments, private landowners and interested citizens. The effont began over”
five years ago when Secretary Babbitt used the flexibility of the Endangered Species Actto
_implement 2 special 4 {d) Rule to delegate responsibility for protecting and conserving the
threatened California gnatcatcher to the State of California,
{(more)
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A COORDINATED CAMPAIGN: "BRING BACK THE NATIVES®
By replenisghing vare, wild and native trout and salmon, we can
- restore cur rural ecopomy and ecology to its former charactexr
*“Turning Greenkacks that swim into gre&nb&cks that buy groceries®
Remarks of U.5. Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt
Qutdooy Writers Association of Americs
Baines Cilty, Florida June 24, 1397

Befora beginning my remarks, I have a confession to make. In ny
travels I have come across many hard working Americans greem with
envy at how someone, much legs an unelected person, gets paid to
gallivant around the country on weekdays, on an sxpense account,
fish in the outdoors, then volunteer his learnmed opinions to the
public aboul the joys and benefits of aagling where he's been....

But- enough about you,

Let'a talk about me. For like you -- and last summer on Lakse
Superiocr, with you -- 1 have had the chance to witnesgss firgthand
the frults of our labor in the steady reatoration of ocur nationts
watergheds. Beyond celebrating the self-gustaining populations of
Lakes Troui, I have seen shad agailn spawning up the Delaware and
striped baass swimmning up the mouth of the Hudson., I've caught
northern pike in the Menominee River, fighed for Pacific salmon
in Puget Sound, even hooked bonefish in Biscayne Bay.

I have enjoyed each sxperience -- salt or freshwater, lake or
stream, landlocked or anadromous, spincasting ox flyfishing --
and my interest in fighing only deepens and grows.

Yot along with our shared passion, we also share a challenge: In
this ags of figcal austarity, limited funda and regulatory
restraint, can we still rsplenisgh the rare, wild and nativa
trout, char, or salmon unigue t£o each ragion?

. I am confident that we ¢an, by using the tools and values under
exigting conpervation laws such as the ﬁudangaraﬁ Spacies Act.

Eow am I 80 sure? Because during the filrast te:m,I!va sean whera
we already have. As randomly scattered candles, our pilot efforts -
have won bipartisan support acroes the spectrum. It 14 now time
b units them into & strong, steady, and preductive flame.

»

"I narrow the scope of my remarks to mative trout, char and salzon
for severs) reasgons. The first is that, more than others, these- -
fish primarily inhabit our public lands, and sc reflect America's
shared reoponsibility and commitment ag ntewards of God's
creation. They alego demand the most from us and from that habitat
in terms of water quality, quantivy, flow, temperature, and



exygen, Pinally, they belong to that hahitat, each evolving wit'h
native pecple and uniquely linked to a specific place.

That evolutionary link is bornme sut in their very names: Gila.
Bonneville. Painte, Lahontan. Apache, Chinocok. Yellowatona. The
seientlfie, latin name onchorhynchug clarki lewisi reminds us of
thoge first undaunted explorers, William and Meriwether, who
first descxibed a new specimen to Thomas Jefferson. Or by its
common name, Westglope cutthroat, we may recall the very fish
sought by Norman Maclean's family in "A River Runs Through It.*

These f£isgh are also set apart by early reporta of their size,
numbers, color and beauty. Some geem almost mythical. The first
wastern gettlers in Nevada agsumed they had arrived at the coast
when they caught 50 pound Lahontan nativeg in Pyramid Lake and
migtook them for Pacific salmon. Silver miners cutside Leadvills,
- Colorado caught and ate 1,000 native Greenback over a sinpgle.
wagkend, Plonesers marveled at colora that ranged from the
gpawning rads of Idaho's sockeye to the vibrant gold hues of
California's official state fish. ’

By whatever name, however, these diverse native fish stocks 21l
shared one common trait over the past century: Sharp decline.

Many of you kanow local variations on the national story of why
thoy declined., We dammed our rilvers. We diverxted them, split them
with roads and culverts, pumped them dry. We mined their
headwators and left acid waste to bleed inteo them for decades
after the exhauvsting the mine. We logged them f£rom mouth to
source, removing shade, shelter, nutrients and ingsct habitat,
letting the barren banks erode and gilt up spawning gravel beds.
Wo drove vant cattle herds into and up their waters. We dumped
chemicals and sewage and slaughterbouse waste into thaem,

Assuming the native fish supply was indestructable, we ground

them by the thousands into fesd and fertilizer. Assuming them

. dinterchangaable, we dumped Burcopean browns into Rainbow habitat,
Rainbows inte Cutthyroat streams, Lake trout into brooks, Brook

tront into lakes. - . :

Not 51l of thess changes weye bad. Browns io the Xennebeck now
Cthrive where native trout could not. Cold tailwaters beiow damg
have bacome prime habitat for introduced trout where the
temperaturs would not otherwige gupport them. Where trout have
adapted, we have and should strive for a balance; for ultimately
we sinply pneesd mors anglers spending more time om the water.

Yot most changss, whather initiated unwittingly or deliberately
"with the beat of intentions, have led to the pear extinction of
native trout and salmon i streams where they spawned for tens of
thousands of vears.

Ag elsewhere on public lands, we have the tools, experience,
skiils and ability to make cur snative £ish recovery plans work.



What we 80 often lack ls & dependabls way to pay for them. Until
we could find it, we have had to experiment both within and )
hetwasn agenciles, forging partnerships with the private sector,
atates, tribes and universities, learning to use whatsver legal
and pracfical mesources we could get our hands on. Behind these
axperimeants, and guiding our efforts, was a respect for creation,
manifest in the landmark Endangered Species Act.

-

R

I first went o school on native trout at Trout Creek Mountain in
Scutheastern Oregon. The Lahontan cutthroat trout which once
spawned vigorously in the cool, shaded alpine streams there had
bean driven to the brink of extinctiocn by excessive grazing, When
“the Pigh and Wildlife Service intervered with the threat of
raegulation, local residents, led by two ramarkable ranchera --
Doe and Connie Hatfield -- decided to try something new.

Bafore long, the Troul Creek Mountais Working Group had hammered -
out & deal with ranchers and the Bureau of Land Management to use
roat and rotation zechniques, planting willow and riparian

fencing te restore creeka, and thus bring back the Labhontan
cutbhroat while malntaining the ranching way of life. If you go

to TroGat (reek Mountain today, you will see the landscape growing
aspen, willow, cutthroat trout and livestock all in comcert, and
thias remarkable, spontanecus pagtnership became an early model

for gsetting up partaerships to restore native fish habltat from

. the gragsrootg up. '

Ths next step came out of a logical forum -- not in a confarence
room, but scorawlied on & cocktsil napkin in & bar. It was therse
that Mike Dombeck, then Birector of the BLM, firgt discussed an
idea coming from a husband and wife team of Jack and Clpdy
Williams, Jack worked for the Bursau of Land Managemant, Cindy
for the Porest Service. Asn figheries managers, each got tired of
the other’'s agency clearcutting or overgrazing upstream from
thely own regtoration projects. They saw what happened at Trout
Croek Mountain, and they wanted to create s magnet with
incentiven that would draw people together like that, acroas
Jurisdictional lines, and ultimately let them get out of the
office and onto the laadscape to do the work they anjoyed:
congerve and restore the natural resource,

Turning to Amos Eno at the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation,
they submittsd a proposal and won a challenge grant for 17 small
projecta. Trout Unlimited and the private gector matched that,

© degbling the funds avallable to half a million dollars.

The seed money would not go for political advocacy or litigation,
shorefalls in budgets, administrative overhead or research, It
would focus on habitat dsgradation and losgs; threats from alilen
spacies, and poor land management. Projects move dirt, restore
riparian areas, protect spawning redds, remove exotics, increags
range and change grazing, mining or logging practices.

[
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It worked iike & magnet, helping us strengthen:

®* our new partneranips with states, txribes, aguariums, and
universities te-combat whirling dizesmse;

® Pregident Clinton's new Executive Order on Sportfishing to
regolve differences between native and recreaticnal fisheries;
® our national fish bhatchery system, which now not only
mitigates federal dam projects but propagates fish to replenish
over a quarter of the 107 threatened pnative figh species, from
Arizona's Apache to California and Oregon's Wintsr-ran chinook:
® goals of the 1373 Endangered Spacies Act, both to remove
linted native apeciesa, and to kesp declining species off that
iipt,

*

- Today, that pilot effort is no longer an isolated experiment, but,
tha corserstone of this Adminiptration's plan to replenish wild
trout and galmon. It is called Bring Back the Natives, and today
I am proud t¢ more than double the federal funds available for
it, fuse it-with other pilot projects arsund the country, and
announce 35 millicn in new joint public and private grants this
year for 44 innovate proiacts to replenish patives in 14 states.

Qur combined campaign, to Bring 8ack the Native Fish, has won
bipartigan support from Senators and Congressmen scross the
political spectrum, Qur ultimate goal is to restoere native fish
babitat on 283,000 miles of streams and §.5% million acres of
lakes within 460 million acres, roughzy 70 percent of all ouxr
federal lands.

Your first reaction to this drive may be "how guaint.® Even $10
million in funds to date seems rather modest ghacked up against
budgets of the past. But consider the on-the-ground i{mpact: For
every public taxpayexr's nickel is matched by a private sector
dime. Bvery gquarter we pump directly into. the watershed. Every
doliar dill invested carafully towards building a self-sustaining
native fishery vields five dollars for rural businesses in that
watershed, In this way, the Budangered Specles Act fuals, guides
and axpands the bass of local economic growth in the places you:
and I grew up in, the rural landscapes where we live and work.

Your second reactionm to the goals of thia drive may be "Show me
the money. Show me that this isn*t 4ust ancther one of your fish
gtories.* Falr epough. You may not have hesrd yet about what
we've done for wild and native trout under the Badangared Species
Act. You may bave heard aven the opposite, that the Act is
cumhersome, rigid, that it somebow hurts the economy.

But there's heen a quiet revolution over the past five years. The
Teasgon you may not have heard guccess stories is because
fisheries bivlegista are quite often anglers, and anglers, I have
" jesarved, have the tendency to jealously guard tha best fishing



waters from the publice, from each other, even fyom their bssaes
at tha Porest Service or the Department of Intericr. Well, I'm
going o klow their cover,

Mo, -

Consider the firet fiah gpecias te be listed undsr tha Endangaxmd
Species Aet, Oncorhynchus ciarki stomias, better known {and
eagler pronounced) ag the greenback cutthroat trout.

The Greenback evolved over tems of thousands of vears when drier
weather and erosion caused *basin trangfers* that isolated the
Rocky Mountain front range streams. Though they once teemed in
the thousands in high mountain waters, the greenback fell prey to
minersa’ appetites and habitat lose from mine drainage. Then came
the devastating stock inteoduction of agyressive, non-native :
trout like the rainbow, which interbred {{ towsrd extinction: andg
brookies and browns, which spawned sariier, grew faster and adged
the greenback out of prime food and space. By 1337, the Denver
Mugeum ©f Natural Histary‘proncunced the gvsenback extingcst.

But in the mid-19608, biocloglists traced reports of *funny
looking* trout to a few hundred greenback lingering io Como Creek
and the South Pork Poudre, both within the South Platte drainagas.
That set the stage for restoration efforts to begin, and the
freahly minted Bndangered Species Act -+~ whleh anchored the statas
wildiife division, the National Park Service, the USFWS, BILM and
Forest Service under onas courdinated program -- ig the law that
goet it all in motion,

To achieve healthy, naturally spawning populations, biclogists in
the ESA recovery team found remote lakes and tributaries whare
competing species like ralpnbow could be cleared out, and igolated
by downatream barrier waterfallas. It took the cooperative work of
halicoptars and hatcheries, forestera and fishermen, public and
private uoney. It alse ook the delicate task of persuading
anglars to release the native gresnbacks, and convincing cateh-
and-reloase anglera to x1ll the cothers.

And 1t worked. The graonback is coming back with a vengeance;
thres more stable populaticons on the Arkansas River drainagse will
complete the de-listing process in full recovery. Already, 247
acros of lake habitat and 89 miles of gtyeam habitat have heen
reclaimed for an estimated 706,000 gresnback,

Bow d0 greenbacks that swiz turn into greenbhacks that buy
groceries? Two years &go the Colorade legislature made the:
greenback its official state £ish, which helps attract 830,000
anglers from around the world to the Centennial State each year.
Twa gummersa ago, I was opne of tham; naxt week I'm taking my son.
_And within a few years, thanks to Bring Back the Natives, tha
gresnback may well have splashed right off tha Endangered Species
1ist for good.



That's a classic example of how the Endangered Species Act can be
used to Briang Back the Natives, but it's only one of many. In
fact, we find a similar renaissance quietly taking place in esch
‘of the 20 states where Bring Back the Natives is put to work,
from Dord Run 1n‘0hio to Coos Bay in Oregon.

What's more, thege fish engender a sense of reglonal pride. Like
Colarado, the Utah lagislature racantly recognized that their
formexr ptate figh, the rainbow, was in fact a transplanted
Californian, and replaced it with a Utah original, the native
Bonneville cutthroat. Under Bring Back the Natives, we have
ptyuck a consarvation sgresment with the state of Utah o
replenish the Bomnaville to keap it off the BSA list.

Nevada‘'s official state fish, the Lahontan cutthroat, nearly
vanished from overgrazing, ¢lesgcuts, erosion, diversion and
mininy, Habitat shrask from 2,200 miles to 300. The final
spawning run up the Truckee into California came In the 19308
when a suddan agricultural diversion left hundreds flopping
around and suffocating in the mnd,

Under Bring Back tha Natives, we have begun rastoriag the Truckes
and the overgrazed Marys River watershed through axchanging land,
purchaging water rights, building fence exclosurea, drilling
wells, removing culverts and planting 15,000 aspen, chokecheries
and alders. The result should boost 200 angler days per vear to
mors than 1,500, and help attract and retain more anglers {(sand
their wallats} to rural parta of Xevada, from 171,000 in 1891 to
224,000 last year,

My home gtate of Axizona boasts anothey guccess story. Thare,
iike the greenback, federal agencies worked with stats and
private property owners to rebulld genetically pure wild native
gtocks in the White Mountaing where the official state fisgh, the
Apache trout, avolved, adapting to warmer waters whare no other
kind of trout could survive. Under the flexibility of the Act, we
downlisted the species to "threatemed® ancouraging cateh and
releapa, and bullding & stake in ownership from anglers.. Under
Bring Back the Natives, 77 volunteers worked with fighery
biologistas from the Forest Service and the Apache Raservation to
rebuild degraded habitat. Both stats and tribe are now rTeaping

. the rewardo.

Then there's Califorunia, where anglers discovered a different
kind of gold in rivers flowing cut of the Sierra Nevada rauge:
golden trout. They made it the official state £ish, but on the
Little Kern River, it too nearly went extinct because of habltat
loas, conmpetition and interbreseding with non-natives. Linking
srate and federal recovery efforts, we killed off introduced
species, treatsd the waters with rotencne, and bullt barriers to
{isolate those upper tributaries for genstically pure species.
what's more, we did thig carefully, ons segment at a time go that
it would not interfere with recreational sportfishing. Some parts
of the system always had fish of catchable asize. Using Bring Back



the Natives, biocloglats were able to restore 100 miles of stream
and 11 hescdwater lakes to a native Little Rarn golden trout
fighery. :

C _ .
I won't go into &péaifiaa here, but T would eacourage sach you to
congider the level of ecomomic prosperity genarated each year .
when a steady stream of a hundred thousand new anglers pour into
local towng and rural ¢ounties on fishing tripe te catch £ish
they have only heard about or seen in your magazines and papers.

While this drive {0 Bring Back the Natives expands the base of
rural economic growth, it also broadens and strengthens the
integrity of aguatic acosystems. Because they are so sensitive
to habltat, needing ¢0ld, clean, well-oxygenated streams, trout
form a keystone gpeclies that links aquatic-baged plants and
animals throughout the watershed. To recover that key part is to
replenish the whole. Which means that from Idaho's osprey o Mark
Twain*s red-legyed frog of Calaveras County, Bring Back ths
Natives helps restore 183 rare species throughout the West.

This campaign <an alse absord the pudden and unpredictable impact
of natural disastera. In sowe wateraheds, it prosotes prescribad
firesn that can restore the integrity and stability of a
surrounding forest, aninimizing the risk and danger when a natural
fire roars through during a Adrought. In others, scuthwestera
Oregon for example, rebuilding watlands and replacing large trees
back into the stream -~ to restors rip rap., foud, shelter and
oxygen for unative trout and salmom -+ helped displace the forca
of the current whes a 100-year f£lood roared downa.

Fically, one of the concerns l've heard from sBtates and counties

and many of you is that cur federal agsnclies don't get involved

with racovery until {t's too late, That 1s, until a species of

fiah is listed. Then we don't.follow through, having te divert

- time and funds to okher worst-case geanarics. It is a valid
criticisn, made true by the linits of funds provided to carry out

tha Mto . '

That is why Bring Back the Nativeg stands as a model for us as we
Legin the procvess of resuthorlizing the Endangered Spscies Act. It
shows how we can build incentives with privats landowners and
counties, how we can work from the graggroots up, how we can
mateh private funds with public axpertise, how we can take steps
to keep species from ever getting anywhere near the list, and how
weé can see a restoration plan through from start to finish. :

' Now, working with the National Pigh and Wildlife Poundation, we
plaat to bulld on itis auccess as a maedel in other watersheds,
through Save our Southern Streama and Fisherxlies Across America,

But the greatest thing Bring Back the Natives builds ig more than
fancen, buffers qnd renewsd rural soonomies, It builds trust,



And, much lixs catching a wild native Lrout that was once thought
extinct, you can't evar put a price on that.
Thank you. ‘ _

-
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A COORDINATED CAMPAIGN: "BRING BACK THE NATIVES™

By replenishing rare, wild and native trout and salmon, we can restore our rural economy and
ecology to its former character

"Turning Greenbacks that-swim into greenbacks that biy groceries"
Remarks of U.S, Sceretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt

Qutdoor Writers Association of America

- Haines City, Florida June 24, 1997

Before beginning my remarks, I have a confession to make, In my éravels I have come across many
hard working Americans green with envy at how someone, much less an unelected person, gets paid
te gallivant around the country on weekdays, on an expense account, fish in the outdoors, then
volunteer his learned opinions io the public ab(mt the joys and benefits of angling where he's
been,...

But ¢neugh about you,

Let's talk about me. For like you « snd last summer on Lake Superior, with vou « | have had the
chance fo witness firsthand the fraits of our laber in the steady restoration of our nation’s
watersheds. Beyond celebrating the seif-sustaining populations of Lake Trout, [ have seen shad
again spawning up the Delaware and siriped bass swimming up the mouth of the Hudson, I've
caught northern pike in the Menominee River, fished for Pacific salmon in Puget Sound, even
heoked bonefish in Biscayne Bay.

I have enjoyed each experience -- salt or freshwater, lake or stream, landlocked or anadromous,
spincasting or flyfishing -~ and my interest in fishing only deepens and grows,

Yet along with our shared passion, we also share a challenge: 1n this age of fiscal austerity, limited
funds and regulatory restyaint, cao we still replenish the rare, wild and native trout, char, or
salmon unique to each regnolz’

[ am confident that we cas, by using the tools and values under emng conservation laws such as
the Endangered Species Act.

How am I 30 sure? Because during the first term I've seen where we aiready have. As randomly
scattered candles, our pilot efforts have won bipartisan support across the spectrum, [t is now time
to unite them into 4 strong, steady, and productive flame.

&*

I narrow tise scope of my remarks to native trout, char and salmon for several reasons. The first is
that, more than others, these fish primarily inhabit our public lands, and so reflect Ameriea's
sharéed responsibility and commitment as stewards of God's creation. They also demand the most
from us and from that habitat in terms of water quality, quantity, flow, temperature, and oxygen.
Finally, they belong to that habitat, each evolving with native people and umquely linked to a
specifie place, S

,
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That evelutionary link is borne out in their very names: Gila. Boaneville. Paiute. Lahontan.
Apache. Chincek. Yellowstone. The scientific, latin name onchorhynchus clarki tewisi reminds us of
those first undsunted explorers, William and Meriwether, who first deseribed a new specimen to
Thamas Jefferson. Or by its common name, Westslope cutthroat, we may recall the very fish sought
by Norman Macléan's family in " A River Runs Through ft.”

These fish are also set apart by early reports of their size, numbers, color and beauty. Some seem
almost mythical. The first western setilery in Nevada assumed they had arrived at the coast when
they caught 50 pound Labontan patives in Pyramid Lake and mistook theny for Pacific salmon.
Silver miners sutside Leadville, Colorade caught and ate 1,000 native Greenback over a single
weekend. Pioacers marveled st colors that ranged from the spawning reds of Idaho's sockeye to the
vibrant gold hues of California’s official state fish.

By whatever name, however, these diverse native fish stocks all shared ene common trait over the
past century: Sharp decline. '

Mauny of you know local variations on the national story of why they declined. We dammed our
rivers. We diverted them, spiit them with roads and culveris, pumped them dry. We mined their
headwaters and left acid waste to bleed into them for decades after the exhausting the mine. We
logged them from mouth to source, mmavizzg shade, shelter, nutrients and insect habitat, letting the
barren banks erade and silt up spawning gravel beds, We drove vast cattle herds into and up tlmr
waters. We dumped chemicals and sewage and slaughteérbouse waste into them.

Assuming the native fish supply was indestructable, we ground them by the thousands into feed and
fertilizer. Assuming them interchangeable, we dumped European browns into Rainbew habitat,
Rainbows into Cutthroat streams, Lake trout into brooks, Brook trout into iakes.

Not all of these changes were bad. Browns in the Kennebeck now thrive where native trout could
not. Cold tailwaters below dams have become prime habitat for introduced trout where the
temperature would not otherwise support them, Where trout have adapted, we have and should
strive for a balance; for ultimately we simply need more anglers spending more time on the water.

Yet most changes, whether initiated unwittingly or deliberately with the best of infentions, have led
to the near extinction of native trout and salimon in streams where they spawned for tens of
thousands of vears.

As elsewhere on public lands, we have the tools, experience, skills and ability to make osur native
fish recovery plans work. What we so ofien lack is a dependable way te pay for them. Until we
could find it, we have had to experiment both within and between agencies, forging partnerships
with the private sector, staies, tribes and universities, learning to use whatever legal and practical
resources we could get sur hands on. Behind these experiments, and guiding our efforts, was a
respect for creation, manifest in the landmark Endangered Species Act..

%

I first went to school on native trout at Trout Creek Mountain in Soatheastern Oregon. The
Lahontan cutthroat trout which once spawned vigorously in the ¢cool, shaded alpine streams there
had been driven to the brink of extinction by excessive grazing. When the Fish and Wildlife Service
intervened with the threat of regulation, local residents, led by two remarkable ranchers — Doc and
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Connie Hatfield - decided to try something oew.

Before long, the Trout Creek Mountain Working Group had hammered out a deal with ranchers
and the Bureau of Land Management to use rest and rotation techniques, planting witlow and
riparian fencing to restore crecks, aud thus bring back ¢the Lahontan cutthroat while maintaining
the ranching way eof life. if.you go to Trout Creek Mountain today, you will see the landscape
growing aspen, willow, cutthroat trout and livestock all in concert, and this remarkable,
spontaneons partnership became an early model for setting up partnerships to restore native fish
habitat from the grassraois up.

The next step came sut of a logics! forum - not in a conference room, but scrawled on 2 cocktail
napkin in s bar. It was there that Mike Dombeck, then Director of the BLM, first discussed an idea
coming from a hushand and wife team of Jack and Cindy Williams. Jack worked for the Bureau of
Land Management, Cindy for the Forest Service. As fisheries managers, each got tired of the
other's agency clearcutting or overgrazing upstream from their owa restoration projects. They saw
what happened at Trout Creek Mountain, and they wanted to create 2 magnet with incentives that
would draw people together like that, across jurisdictional lines, and ultimately let them get out of
the office and onto the ikadsc:a;!c to do the work they enjoved: conserve and restore the natural
resource.

Turning to Amos Eno at the Natioaal Fish aad Wildlife Foundation, they submitted 2 prupesal and
won a challenge grant for 17 small projects. Trout Unlimited and the private sector matched that,
doubling the funds available to half a million dollars. -

The seed money would not go for political advocacy or litigation, shortfalls in budgets,
administrative overhead or research. It would focus on habitat degradation and loss, threats from
alien species, and poor land management. Projects move dirt, restore riparian areas, protect
spawning redds, remove exotics, increase range and change grazing, mining or logging practices,

It worked like a magnet, helping us strengthen:

Clinton's new Executive Order on Spoﬂﬁsbmg to resolve differences between native and
recreational fisheries;

_«run chinook;

*

Today, that pilot effert is no longer an isolated experiment, but the cornerstone of this
Adwinistration's plan to replenish wild trout and salmon. It is called Bring Back the Natives, and
today 1 am proud to more than double the federal funds available for it, fuse it with other pilot
projects around the country, and announce $5 million in new joint public and private grants this
year for 44 innovate projects to replenish natives in 14 states. '

Qur combined campaign, to Bring Back the Native Fish, has won bipartisan support from Senators
and Congressmen across the pelitical spectrum. Our ultimate goal is to restoye native fish habitat
on 283,000 miles of streams and 6.5 miflion acres of lakes within 460 million acres, r‘tmghly 70
percent of all our federal lands, ' :

- Your first reaction to this drive may be "how quaint.” Even $10 million in funds to date seems
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rather modest stacked up against budgets of the past. But consider the on-the-ground impaci: For
every public taxpayer's nickel is matched by a private sector dime. Every quarter we pump directly
into the watershed. Every dollar bill invested carefully towdrds building a self-sustaining native
fishery yields five dollars for rural businesses in that watershed. In this way, the Endangered
Species Act fuels, guides and sxpands the base of local economic growth in the places you and I
grew up in, the riiral landscapes where we live and work.

Your second reaction to the goals of this drive may be "Show me the money, Show me that this isa’t
just another one of your fish stories.” Fair enough, You may not have heard vet about what we've
done for wild and pative trout under the Endangered Species Act. You may have heard ¢ven the
apposite, that the Act is cumbersome, rigid, that it somehow hurts the econormy.

But there's been a quiet revolution over the past five years. The reason you may ot have heard
success stories is because fisheries biologists are quite often anglers, and anglers, | have learned,
have the tendency to jealously guard the best fishing waters from the public, from cach other, even
from their bosses ax the Forest Service or the Department of Interior. Well, I'm going to blow their
COver,

&

Counsider the first fish species to be listed under the Endangered Species Act, Oncorktynchus clarki
stomias, better known {and easier pronounced) as the greenback cutthroat trout. '

The Greenback evolved over tens of thousands of years when drier weather and erosion caused
“basin transfers” that isolated the Rocky Mountain front range streams. Though they once teemed
in the thousands in high mountain waters, the greenback feil prey to miners’ appetites and habitat
loss from mine drainage, Then came the devastating stock introduction of aggressive, aon-native
trout like the rainbow, which interbred it toward extinetion; and brookies and browns, which
spawned eariier, grew faster and edged the greenback out of prime food and space. By 1937, the
Denver Museum of Natural History pronounced the greenback extinct.

But o the mid-1960s, biologists traced reports of "funny looking” trout to a few hundred
greenback lingering in Como Creek and the South Fork Poudre, both within the South Platte
drainage. That set the stage for restoration efforts to begin, and the freshly minted Endangered
Species Act -- which anchored the state wildlife division, the National Park Service, the USFWS,
BLM and Forest Service under ong coordinated program -- is the law that set it ail ip metion.

To achieve healthy, naturally spawning populations, biologists in the ESA recovery team found
remote lakes and tributaries where competing species like rainbow could be cleared oat, and
solated by dewnstream barrier waterfalls. It took the cooperative work of helicopters and
hatcheries, foresters and fishermen, public and private money. It also took the delicate task of
persuading anglers to miease the native greenbacks, and convincing catch-and-release anglers to
kill the others.

And it worked., The greenback is coming back with & vengesace; three more stable populations on
the Arkansas River drainage will complete the de-listing process in full recovery. Already, 247 acres
of lake habitat and 89 miles of stream habitat have been reclaimed for an estimated 70,000
greenback.

How do greenbacks that swim turn into greenbacks that buy groceries? Two years ago the ,;}
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Colorado legislature made the greenback its official state fish, which helps attract 830,000 anglers
from around the world t¢ the Centennial State each vear. Two summers ago, I was one of them;
next week I'm taking my son. And within a few years, thanks to Bring Back the Natives, the
greenback may well have splashed right off the Endangered Species list for good.

That's a classic eXample ol how the Endangered Species Act can be used to Bring Back the Natives,
but it's only one of many. In fact, we find a similar renaissance quietly taking place o cach of the 20
states where Bring Back the Natives is put to work, from Dorr Run in Ohie to Coos Bay in Oregon,

What's more, these fish engwde} a sense of fegiaaai pride. Like Colorado, the Utah legislature
recently recognized that their former state fish, the rainbow, was in fact a transplanted Californian,

" and veplaced it with a Utah eriginal, the native Bocneville cutthroat. Under Bring Back the Natives,

we have struck a congervation agreement with the state of Utah to replenish the Bonoeville to keep
it off the ESA list.

Nevada's official state fis{:, the Lahontan cutthroat, nearly vanished from overgrazing, clearcuts,
erosion, diversion and mining. Habitat shrank from 2,200 miles to 300. The final spawning run up

the Truckee inte Culifornia came in the 1930s when a sudden agriculturat diversion left hundreds

flopping around and suffocating in the mud,

Under Bring Back the Natives, we have begun restoring the Truckee and the overgrazed Marys
River watershed through exchanging land, purchasing water rights, building fence exclosures,
drilling wells, removing culverts and planting 15,000 aspen, chokecheries and alders. The result .
should boost 200 angler days per year to more than 1,500, and help attract and retain more anglers
(and their wallets) to rural paris of Nevada, from 171,800 in 1991 to 224,000 last vear.

My home state of Arizona boasts another success story. There, like the greenback, federal agencies
worked with state and private property owners io rebuild genetically pure wild native stocks in the
White Mountains where the official state fish, the Apache trout, evolved, adapting to warmer
waters where ro other kind of trout could survive. Under the flexibility of the Act, we dewnlisted
the species to "threatened" encouraging catch and release, and building a stake in ownership from
anglers. Under Bring Back the Natives, 77 volunteers worked with fishery biologists {rom the Forest
Service and the Apache Reservation to rebuild degraded habitat. Both state and tribe are now
reaping the rewards.

Then there's California, where anglers discovered a different kind of gold in rivers flowing out of

the Sierra Nevadn range: golden trout. They made it the official state fish, but on the Little Kern
River, it too nearly went extinct hecause of habitat loss, competition and interbreeding with
non-natives. Linking state and federal recovery efforts, we killed off introduced species, treated the
waters with rotenone, and built barriers (o isolate thase upper tributaries for genetically pure
species. What's move, we did this carefully, one segment at & time so that it would not interfere with
recreational sportfishing. Some parts of the system always had fish of catchable size. Using Bring
Back the Natives, bivlogists were sble to restore 100 miles of stream and 11 headwater lakes toa
native Little Kern golden trout fishery. . '

*

I won't go into specifics here, but I would encourage cach you fo consider the level of economic
prosperity generated esch year when a steady stream of a hundred thousand new anglers pour into
local towns and rural counties on fishing trips to catch fish they have only beard about or seen in

1.,
».j.j
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your magazines and papers.

While this drive to Bring Back the Natives expands the base of rural economic growth, it also
broadens and strengthens the integrity of aquatic ecosystems. Because they are so sensitive to
habitat, needing cold, clean, well-oxygenated streams, trout form a Keystone species that links
aquatic-based pldnts and-animals throughout the watershed. To recover that key part is to
replenish the whole. Which means that from Idaho's osprey to Mark Twain's red-legged frog of
Calaveras County, Bring Back the Natives helps restore 183 rare species throughout the West.

This campaign can also absorb the sudden and unpredictable impact of natural disasters. In some
watersheds, it promotes prescribed fires that can restore the integrity and stability of a surrounding
forest, minimizing the risk and danger when a natural fire roars through during a drought. In
others, southwestern Oregon for example, rebuilding wetlands and replacing large trees back into
the stream -- to restore rip rap, food, shelter and oxygen for native trout and salmon -- helped
displace the force of the current when a 100-year flood roared down.

Finally, one of the concerns ['ve heard from states and counties and many of you is that our federal
agencies don't get involved with recovery until it's too late. That is, until a species of fish is listed.
Then we don't follow through, having to divert time and funds to other worst-case scenarios. Itis a
valid criticism, made true by the limits of funds provided to carry out the Act.

That is why Bring Back the Natives stands as a model for us as we begin the process of
reauthorizing the Endangered Species Act. It shows how we can build incentives with private
landowners and counties, how we can work from the grassroots up, how we can match private =
funds with public expertise, how we can take steps to keep species from ever getting anywhere near
the list, and how we can see a restoration plan through from start to finish.

Now, working with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, we plant to build on it's success as a
model in other watersheds, through Save our Southern Streams and Fisheries Across America.

But the greatest thing Bring Back the Natives builds is more than fences, buffers and renewed rural
economies. It builds trust. And, much like catching a wild native trout that was once thought

extinct, you can't ever put a price on that.

Thank you.

4/12/00 9:11 AM
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THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIQR

BABBITT UNVEILS JOINT PLAN TO RESTORE FISH, RURAL GROWTH
"BRING BACK THE NATIVES® REPLENISHES TROUT, BASS, SALMON COAST-TO-COAST

For velease: June 13, 1997 Coatact: Jamie Worknman (202) 208-6416 (Interior)
Jim Petterson 12027204623 (Agriculture)

[n an address before the 2.000-member Cuidoor Writers Association of Americs in Haines
City. Florida today. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt announced a coordimated public fands
campaign to replenish wild and native fish stocks. spur rural economic growh. reduce flood and
fire damage. and rescue rare and declining trout and salmon species - including the official state
fish of California, Nevada. Oregon. Washington, Alaska. Idaho. Utah, Arizona. New Mexico and

- Colorado -~ off of or away from the Endangered Species list.

[ike their "Fight Fire with Fire” initiative launched earlier this year, Babbitt again reams
with Agriculiure Secretary Dan Glickman (o combime pifot restoration efforts wiler ooe clear,
unified and aggressive national plan, and to more tun double the funds avaable for it

Under this drive. 10 "Bring Back the Natives,” Babbint and {flickman released more than
55 million in new federal and private grants for more than 44 innovative projects that wil direcdy
replenish aquatic habitat for native fish species in |4 states this year. Ultimately. the campaign
aims 10 resiore habitar on 283.000 miles of streams and 8.5 millton acres of lakes within 462
mililon acres. or 70 percent of all federal {ands.

“{f at first this jount campaign seems modest in Cost,” said Babbitt, "just consider its on-the-
ground local impact: Every public nickel is matched by private dimes. every quarter is pumped
directly into the local watershed, every dollar bill invested cowards a seif-sustaining native fishery
vieids a fiver for community businesses in that watershed. in this way, the Emngcm& Species Act
fuels. guides and expands the base of rural ccemuuc growth. " ;

In addition, Sabbitt hoosied his Bureay of Reclamation into the federai-private team of the
LSDA Forest Service, U.8. Fish & Wildlife Service. Bureau of Land Management, National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation, and private or non-profit groups such as Trout Unlimited. He endorsed
the use of federal Ash hatcheries 1o replenish rare native fish as a priority. And he zznvealed the
economic and ecological rewards of this leveraged approach, state by state.

Heaizhy fisheries reflect a healthy watershed -~ this mlaws 10 economuC prospericy,” said
Secretary Glickman, "On USDA Forest Service lands, (ishing generates over $1.8 billion a year
for rural communities. We can and should expand their growth and deveiopmmt by doubting out

“etforts through cooperative, up-from-the roots programs such as this.”

More native trout habitat = more anglers, revenye
In the Rockies. Bring Back the Nauves heips replerush grceaback cutthroat trout, once .
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TO REAUTHORIZE THE ENBANGE&E?S} SPECIES ACT
Why, where and how we should translate our success stories into law

Remarks of Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt

"

The National Press Club, Washington DC

July 17, 1997

*

[ am pleased to return to the Press Club in the opening months of the second Clintan ‘
Administration. [ have chosen to speak about the Endangered Species Act and [ would like to begin
by stating a change of position and explaining the reasons for that change.

From the day this Administration arrived in 1993, | have repeatedly voiced to the Congress my view
that it was not yef the time to re-authorize the Endangered Species Act, The reason, I explained,
was that no one bad ever really tried to make the Act work. Too many of our predecessors had
virtually ignored the Act, had watched it collapse around them, and then thrown themselves at the
mercy of the courts, claiming it wasn’t their fault that the Act didn’t work.

The Endangered Species Act, I told them, is 4 good piece of legisiation, with much flexibility and-.
potential for innovation. Give me a chance, | said, to dust off the Act and bring it to life, give us
time to go eut onte the land to work with communities and private landowaers, to prove how we
can both protect the environment and permit sound economic development,

Now, after four years in the field we are protecting more plants and animals than ever befere. We
have completely changed our relationship with local landowners, moving from conflict to
consensas. No, we are ready to return to Capitol Hill and to show you how the Act is working, and.
to explain our administrative refarms and to offer our cooperation in re-authorizing the Act. The
‘Endangered Species Act is ripe for re-authorization, we know what works (and what doesn’t), we
bave made administrative reforms that can be written inte law, and have enough on-the-ground
expericnce to engage in a dehate about how to improve the Act,

The Endangered Species Act is the most comprehensive of all our environmental laws. It is the law
which embodies our committment to live in harmony with Creation, to carry out the Biblical
covenant, sealed by the rainbow, between the Creator “and all Hiving things on earth,”

To see just how far we have come in four years, let's fast-rewind to January 1993. These early
frames shaw a complete impasse in the old growth forests of the Northwest, an impending crists
threatening to shut down homebuilding in southern California, another timber industry standoff
looming in the longleaf pineforests of the Soutb, and a hundred other ecological crises hurtling
toward us day by day.

fn April of 1993 President Clinton inaugurated a uew chapter in conservation history by going to
Portland where he spent a day meeting with citizens, local officials, researchers, loggers and
environmentalists, He then directed us to work together to praduce a solution, consistent with good
science, the law, and the aeeds of Jocal communities.

Y

y
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One year later the parties produced the Northwest Forest Plan, settling the dispute and laying out s
sustainable forestry future {or the entire Cascade region, from Puget Sound to San Francisco Bay.
Within months, federal courts endorsed it, and we were off.

We then turned to the impeading development conflict in the rapidly disappearing coastal
ecosystem between Los Angeles and San Diego. Developers and homebuilders agreed upon the need
ta avoid the mistakes of Los Angeles sprawl and conceded that homeowners prefer accessible open
space. The California gnatcatcher and other threatened species need habitat. Open space for
homeowners and habitat for endangered birds can be pretty much the same thing, provided the
lines are drawn in concert by both biologists and urbas planners.

Working with the State of California and local city and county governments and developers we set
out to do just that. If you want to hear about the resulty, don't take my word for it, ask the governor
of California, or the mayors of many southern Californis towns and zities, or major tand developers
-- they all claim credit, and well they should, for this was truly a consensus solution.

The pine forests of the South are still apother unsung example of success retrieved from the jaws of

" confrontation and litigation. In those forests, which streteh frum east Texas to the Caroling

tidewaters, there is a bird called the Red-cockaded woodpecker, which shares the preference of the
spotied owl for old growth nesting sites.

However, working with companies like Georgia Pacific, Potlatch, Champion, International Paper
and a dozen others, and with Scates like Georgia, North Carolins, South Caroling, Louisiana, Texas
and Alabama, we have successfully developed agreements to conserve species. And at North
Carolina’s famed Pinchursst Cauntry Club we invented something enﬁwly new - the Safe Harbor
habitat concept for individaual wooedlof owners.

Under 2 Safe Harbor agreement, someone whose land management helps incoease the number of
woodpeckers on their property - likethe goif course and resort at Pinehurst « bears no additional
legal responsibilities for the new arrivaly. He need only maintain baseline habitat for what was
there at the time of the agreement.

Also, the Fish and Wildlife Service is now working with several states to develop habitat
conservation plans for isolated groups of woodpeckers. If someone ourtures juvenile woodpeckers
on his land, he receives incentive credits. Those credits count towards letting him legally harvest the
trees, after state and federal biologists transfer the hirds fo a national, state or private forest where
a larger woodpecker population is aiready thriving.,

On the Columbia River it is the Endangered Species Act that is driving the restoration of our great
salmon runs; on the Platte River the Act is bringing three states together to protect the wetlands

that nourish the greatest flocks of migrating cranes in North America; and it is the ESA that s *
driving the reintroduction of the great Atlantic salmon. o the rivers of New England, of grey wolves
to the wilderness of Yellowstone, of Greeénback cutthroat to the tributaries flowing out of

Colorado’s Rocky Mcuntaius..

These are just a few of many success stories. By September, we will have over 200 Habitat
Conservation Plans completed and over 200 more under development, together covering more than
300 species on 18.5 million acres of private land. The Internationsl Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies — representing all 50 states as well as provinces of Canada and Mexica ~ has roundly
endorsed these agreements, along with new policy initiatives such as ""Safe Harbor," and "No P
f‘ii\
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Surprises.”

Why? Because they provide: incentives for Iandowners to protect-and even attract rare native
species on their property; certainty for businesses to move abead; and ways 1o restore rare and
declining species in time to keep them off the endangered list. Each agreement is an affirmation of
our commitmentand of the possibility of working tegether out on the landscape to get beyond
political rhetoric, send the lawyers back to their offices, and get down in the dirt fo work out
sensible agreements,

We have field-tested these reforms and have discovered that they work. After four years in the field
working to implement the Act, we are now ready to return to Washiagton and enguge with the
Congress in a serious national debate over how to reauthorize the Endangered Species Act. For the
very first time, we have a full record of the successes {and, ves, a few failures). We know from

. experience both the rich possibilities and the limitations of the Act in its present form, With that

record, we should be able to move beyond pelitical rhetoric and come together to make the Act
work even better in the future,

To set the stage for a productive legislative debate, I sugpest some guiding principles:
1. NO BACKSLIDING.

This Administration is net coming to the table to weaken or dilute the provisions of the Endangered
Species Act. This is not merely a good act; it is the keystone law that infuses all our environmental
Iaws with a sense of direction and purpose -~ to harmonize development and resource use with the
protection of our natural heritage. :

Let it be known that the Endangered Species Act is working. Polls consistently show that the vast
majority of the American people support the Act against attempts -- such as those made by the
104th Congress, to tear it apart.

And if you would know why the people support this Act, just look around you through the eyes of .
an American citizen in love with his country, a nation filled once again with: bald eagles nesting
right here on the Potomac River, grey whales crowding the California shores, wolves stalking elk
through the morning mist of Yellowsione, condors searing over the Grand Canyon, and
red-cockaded woodpeckers hamimering on the great pines throughout Southeastern forests. Think
of your sons or daughters fishing for the Atlantic salmon, the Oregon steelhead, or the Coloradeo
Greenback cutthroat trout, or simply taking del:ght in the lazy roll of s Florida manatee, or chasing
aﬂer seabirds on a summer shore.

2. WE MUST TRANSLATE SUCCESS STORIES INTO LAW.
HCPs, NO SURPRISES.

A good starting point is to give full statatory recogaition to the habitat conservation planning
{HCP) process that has been worked out over the last four vears. The Fish and Wildlife Service and
the National Marine Fisheries Service have issued ac HCP policy guide that prevides guidance to
communities interested in the process. There are many important issues that need debate including
scientific peer review, the need for monitoring, the continued administration of protected reserves
and the policy of "No Surprises™ which says that, once a conservation plan has been worked out,
absent unfareseeable changes, additional habitat requirements will be the responsibility of the

* ot
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public sector,

“No surprises" is a policy that was worked out in the intense give and take that went into the
Southern California NCCP process. This solution basically says thar: once the government and a
landowner agree as to what, where, and how much shall be dove to minimize and mitigate damage
by a developmentproject fo s listed species, both sideés must then stick to that package. The
government cannot come back at the landowner pleading for more. It boils down to four words: "A
deal's a deal.” [ am absolutely convinced that it is fair and that the idea of closure that it embodies
is essentialto bringing the private sector into the conservation process.

DO MORE TO KEEP SPECIES OFF THE ENDANGERED LIST

Qut in the field, during the last four years, we have learned that in some, perhaps many situations,
it may be possible (o avoid listing altogether, if only we can spot the problems early and induce the
parties to take proactive and aggressive conservation steps 1o manage resource use and
development to protect Iand and water habitat, :

Candidate Conservation Agreements are one of the prime tools we are using to avoid listing species.
Indiany, Ilisois and Kentucky joined with the federal government and the coal industry early on to
provide safeguards and avoid Heting of the northern copperbelly water snake. This particelar

- greature enjoys the same wetiands used for coal mining. Coal companies have agreed to avoid, cut
down or modify mining in snake babitat areas, and insure that the land they leave after miningisin
goad enough shape even for a snake to love. Public agencies agree 1o protect the snake and ifs
habitat too.

In Oregon, {rov, Kitzhaber has taken the lead hy bringing together timber companies, farmers and
other private landowners (o develop a coho salmon conservation plan, aveiding the immediate need
for a *threatened” lsting for the fish. His signature on the agreement is backed by $30 million from
the Oregon Legislature.

Candidate conservation agreements maximize conservation through enhanced flexibility, which
allows us fo avoid listing species. Success, to me, isn’t listing species. It's saving species, and we are
saving more species with candidate conservation agreements,

INCLUDE STATES, TRIBES, LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

" We must provide expanded opportunities for state and tribal involvement. For most of its history
the Endangered Specles Act has been administered in a unilateral federal form. I do not believe
there is anything in the text of the act that dictated that course, and indeed, for the Iast four yenrs
we have had great success in working cooperatively with other federal agencies, states and Indian
tribes in administration of the Act -~ the NCCP process in California is certainly the best known of
those successes, but there are many others.

kn the Southwest, the Apache trout is being successfully restored to the White Mountains by the
White Mauntain Apache tribe. Just last month, along with Commerce Secretary Daley, [ signed a
Jjoint Secretarial Order designed to clarify the responsibilities of our Departments when actions
taken under authority of the ESA involve Tribal land or trust resources,

In Coloradoe, the Greenback cutthroat is splashing off the list under state leadership. [ would alse
highlight the lead role played by the state of Georgia in recovery of red-cockaded woodpeckers and

-
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i‘i}«“ the Governor of Oregon in restoration of coastal salmon, to name but a few.
PROVIDE INCENTIVES

Critics of the Act have long complained of the fack of incentives to induce a more positive resuit out
on the landscape” The polat is well taken and our Safe Harbor policy, evolved out of our experience
with the Pinehurst Resort and Couotry Club, is 2 good example of that.

We have also downlisted some trout species to allow catch-and-release fishing, which encourages
angling groups across the country to take an active, hands oa role in restoring aquatic and ripavian
habitat. And under this Administration’s new Bring Back the Natives partnership, private groups
voluntarily match federal funds twe dollars to one in order to launch small-scale, on-the-ground
fish restoration projects to benefit 183 rare species.

I began my remarks with criticism of how previous Republican Administrations ignored the Act, let -
it collapse and then said it dida’t work.

But 1 also want to acknowledge that the Republican leadership of the Senate Environment and .
Fublic Works Committee, particularly Senator Chafee and Senator Kempthorne, along with
Senators Baucus and Reid, have worked hard (o address many complex issues associated with

. reauthorization of the Act. They are working together both to codify our successes and to develop
new approaches fo make the Act still more effective and user friendly. .

Recently | read an account of a Los Angeles "Eco-Expo” last April, where children were invited to
write down their answers to the hasic question: "WHhy save endangered species?”

One child, Gabriel, answered, "Because God gave us the animals.”
Travis and Gina wrote, "Because we love them."
A third responsé: "Because we'll be lonely without them.”

- Stin anofher wrote, '"Because they're a part of cur life. If we didn't have them, it would not be a
complete world, The Lord put them on earth to be enjoyed, not destroyed.”

Whatever our values, we can all learn fo answer this question in the same voice of the child, who
wrate her reply right down there at the very bottom of the page: "Because we can.”

Thank vou.
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BABBITT AND DALEY SAY PROTECTIONS FOR RARE PLANTS AND ANIMALS
HAVE INCREASED UNDER THE “NEW” ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

Private Landowner [avolvement is Key 10 Increased Level of Protections
Protections for America’s rare plants and animals are more effecuve now than at any time
in the 24 year nistory of the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), Interfor Secretary Bruce '
Babbuet and Commerce Secretary Wiliiam M. Daley said today. Secretaries Babbitt'and Daley
unveiled two draft consevation incentive policies while highlighting the dramatic improvements in
spevies protecuion due o Clinton Admanistration reforms. -

Babbitt said the Admimstration has been able to address many concemns about the ESA by
using the law’s built-in flexibility, allowing private landowners to conserve species while
preserving certainty abour the economic potential of their property.

“For the first ume in nistory, the Endangered Species Act s effectively saving rare plants
and animals on privately owned lands,” said Secretary Babbitt, “It is a difference so profound that
it practice we really have a “new’’ Endangered Species Act. We're saving hundreds of additional
species, we are in parnerships with hundreds of landowners, and millions of acres of pavate
praperty are being maraged 10 protect Amernca's natural heritage. Endangered species, and the
Endangered Species Act irself, are fourishing under our new reforms,”

“These new policies demonstrate significant progress in wildlife conservation as well as
" fostering greater appreciation for the flaxibility of the Endangered Species Act,” said Secretary
Daley. “Having used these ESA policies as guidelines we already enjoy dozens of successful
artnerships with the private and public sectors showing that species can be pwtec:ed while
allowing sustainable development and important government functions to continue.”

“Four years ago, the act'was izz grave trouble, with many in Congrass and the private
sector supponing éamag,mg revisions,” Secretary Babbint said. “But many Amencans were
outspoken in their support for the ESA. With their support we have prevented the paving aver of
America’s natural heritage by taking the Endangered Species Act’s built-in flexibility and using it
for the benefit of conservation, Because the law is now responsive to the concemns of landowners,
we now have something never before associated with the ESA: the active involvement of
landowners, business people, environmentalists and others to develop parinerships that wark.”

Maore)
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Admuustranve reforms. of the ESA have vastly increased the numoer of species deing
protecred and increased the amount of iand being managed for conservation by millions of acres.
Babbirr said.

Since more than half of listed species have 80 percent of their habitat on private | m& an
atfective conservation program must include significant private lands involvement. Cuyrreatly, 212
partnerships called ™ habirat ¢onservation plans” with private landowners have been completed
and signed, and over 200 are at various stages of development. By September 1997, 185 miilion
acres of private land will be covered by HUP's, including both preserve lands and those that will
be actively managed for conservaticn or develcped. These agreements will protect over 300
species, including stace and federaily listed, candidates for listing and species of special concern.
Only 14 habitat conservation plans were signed between 1982 and 1993, the year President
. Clinton took ofics In addition, a “Ne Surprises” policy that provides assurances to landowners
~who are participating in HCP's was officially proposed as 2 reguiatxazz by the Interior and
Commerce {}egmmzms an May 2%, 1997,

“Secretary Babbint's commitment 1o achieving the goals of the Endangered Species Act
through Habnar Conservadion Plans, backed by his No Surprises policy, has caprured substantial
gnthusiasm and trust fronr many povate landowners and resource users. The beneficiaries are
species which would otherwise be unprotected, even as the sensible development of resources
progresses and beneBits the economy, ~ said Guy R Martin, of the Western Urban Water
Coalition and Bav-Deita Urban Coalition.

Twenty Five “Sale Harbor Agreements” have brought active species conservation to
nearly 21,000 acres of privately owned land and benefit more than ten species. Sixteen other
agreements are in develorment and are expected to cover an additional 14,000 acres.

“These new policies offer the promise of not just preserving the status quo, but of

improvingupon i) unless we accomplish that, the goals of the Endangered Species Act cannot bc;

achieved." said Michae! Bean, Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) senior attorney.

*" Thropugh habitat management more than 200 rare species are benefiting from conservation
agreements designed 1o remove threats w species that are candidates for ESA protection. These
Candidate Conservation Agreements are intended to preclude the need for listing.

“Innovative multiple species conservation programs.-partnerships with private interests
and local government--are giving real hope 1o the endangered species of Southern California,”

said Dan Silver, Coordinator for the Endangered Habitats League, located in Southern Califormia.

“We strongly suppm these effors, bus aiso ask for needed improvements, such as in 'undtng and
scientific input,’

While a goal of the new administrative reforms is to prevent the need to list dectining
species by taking action to protect them before they become criticaily endangered, other species

b



have reached the point of requiring the i protections of the ESA, Despite a vear-fong
congressionally imposed moratorium on the lisuAg of species, 374 species have been added o the
hist during the Clinton Administration, more than ducing any other Administration.

“The MNature Conservancy has been working cooperatively with private landowners for
decades to canserve rare species and ecosvstems on their land.” said John Sawhill of The Nanre
" Conservancy. “As approximately 73% of all threatened and endangered species rely to some
gxtent oa private land o sunave, we are delighted 1o see an increasing focus on these activities in
the context of the Endangered Species Act.”

Babbitt and Daleyv announced two palicies today, one creating ™ Safe Harbors,” which will
enhance recovery of Federally listed species on non-federal lands, and the "Candidate
Conservation Agreements” policy, intended to remove threats to species not yet listed,

“Safe Harbors and Candidate Conservation are key pieces of the Clinton Administration’s ESA .
reforms,” said Secretary Babbitt. “Both provide important new incentives and assurances 1o
privaie property owners = wip save and enhance habitat for listed and :andidate species without
naving o worry about aodiuconal regulatory restrictions under the Ac,

rCommerce’s goal 1o balance protecuon of our natural resources with sustainable
development will be complemented through these two policies, The policies will also enhance our
Nation's efforts 1o save endangered fish and wildlife by providing private landowners with 3 better
ungerstanding of the act's regulatory guidelines, * said Secremary Daley “More effective
stewardship or management of private tand will keep essential habitar undivided, mainrain and
restore umique habiars and create other unique benefits for endangered species.”

“The Southern California Natral Community Conservation Program has taken
endangered species protection beyond regulatory gridlock and ldeological posturing and built a
bridge berween environsmental protecrion and economic imperatives,” said Monica Florian, Sr.
Vice President of the {rvine Company. “It has made conservation on private landy feasible and
even desirable from a lan‘owners’ point of view., The NCCP has provided an innovative and
practical means to conserve multiple habitats on a targe scale and 10 protest mu zzgie species
hefore they are in danger.”

. Babbirt said that under the éraﬁ Safe ii’atbor policy, the Fish and Wildlife Service and the

National Marine Fisherie Service (the Services), in cooperation with appropriate state agencies
and afected Tribal governments, may provide property owners with 7zsurances for enhancing the
recovery of a listed species by voluntarily entering into Safe Harbor »&grecmcms The Services
must find that species included in an agreement are expected fo receive 3 net conservation beaefit
from voluntary conservation activities. A current habitat taseline condition would be determined
and any increase in an animal’s popuizzzon above that condition resulting from a property owner’s
voluntary good stewardship would not increase their regulatory responsibility or affect future land
use decisions. The Services would issue the property owner an “enhancement of survival permit”
under Section 10{a} (1) {A) of the act, which would allow the property owner 10 reum the
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afzcted property at the and of the Sate Harbor agreement back i baseline canditions even f it
resulted in the incidental take of 3 listed species. As long as the propernty owner complied with the
terms and conditions of the Safe Harbor agreement and permit. he o she could make any use of
the property that mainiained the agreed-upon baseline conditions.

The Candidate Conservation Agreements draft policy is similar in principle 1o the Safe
Harbor policy but pertains exclusively to species that are facing threats but are not ver listed, The
goal is (o remove threats 1o eliminate the need for Isting. If 2 species is nonetheless listed in the
future, the Services would authorize the property owner ta return the property to condition
mutuaily agreed 1o in the Candidate Conservation Agreement and would not require the
participating progerty owner to do more 10 conserve the species.

Comments about the draft Safe Harbor and Candidats Conservation agreements poiicies
and accompanying regulatory changes 1o 30 Code of Federal Regulations Part 17 must be
received within 60 days afler publication {during the week of June 9th} in the Faderal Register and
should be addrassed to Chief, Division of Endangered Species, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
1849 C St YW, { ARLSG-432), Washington, DC 20240
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The “New” Endangered Species Act
Top Tea Achievements of Clinton Admiaistration Reforms

Wt

Habitat Codservation Planning protects more than 300 species
18.3 million acres of private lxad will be covered by agreeme~ s by September 1997

Safe Harbor Agreements protect more than 10 species in 41 finished or pending
agreements covering 36,000 acres of private land

Candidate Conservation Agreements protect more than 200 rare but unlisted species
under 4¢ agreements, providing earlier protection to avoid future listings

374 species have been listed under the Endangered Species Act since 1993, more than
during any sther Administration

A Secretarial order “harmonizing” Federal trust rasponsibilitis&xto S55 Federally -
recognized Native Amartcan tribes with responsibilities under the ESA on 95 million acres
held in Federal trust.

Average time for federal agencies in the Northwest to complete formal consultation and
biological a;;inioas has been slashed by twe thirds, to 45 days

Federal wildlife agencies provide more assistance to other nations (e conserve ngrawry
wildlife
[ncreased involvement of all 50 state governments and hundreds of local governments in
carrying out the ESA

Taterested puhilc and local interests provided with “a seat at the table” when Feds plan
and carry out species recovery .

Independent scientific review now required for listing decisions and recovery plans: heips
provide stronger, sounder stewardship :
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LS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
QFFICE OF THE SECRETARY :

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (0) 202/208-6416
June 4, 1957 ’

SECRETARIES OF INTERIOR AND COMMERCE TO SIGN LANDMARK
ORDER ON ENDANGERED SPECTES ACT AND INDIAN TRIBES

- Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt and Secretary of Commerce Bill Daley will meet in
the Indian Treaty Room at the Old Executive Qfice Building on Thursday to sign a landmark
agreement re:;cgnmng the treaty and trust responsibilities of the federal government to work with |
Indian tribes on tssues mvolving the Endangered Species Act and Indian lands,

“For tog long we have failed to recognize the needs of Indian Tribes to be consulted and
part of the process from the begirning, and the traditional knowiedge they can share about
species, habitat and conservation,” Babbitt said. “This Order is another example of the Clinton
Administration’s significant efforts to use the Endangered Spacxes Act in & way that is sensitive,
responme and flexible to those who are affected.”

Secretarics Babbitt and Daley will sign the Secretarial Order in a ceremony, beginning at
1000 a.m. on Thursday, June 5, that will be antended by representatives from a large number of
Tribes nationwide. Tribal leaders Jaime Pinkham of the Nez Perce, Ronnie Lupe of the White
Mountain Apache, Biily Frank, Chairman of the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commussion, am:i Ron
Allen, President of the National Congress of American Indians will also speak.

‘ Due to security requirements for entering the White House, all media wishiog to
attend MUST provide name, birth date, social security number and citizeaship in advance

for admission te Thursday's event, This information must be received no later than

4:00 p.m, on Wednesday, and should be given 1o Ken Burteo in the U.S, Fish & Wildiife -

Service at 208-5657, :
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Sy LS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (0) 202/208-64 16
March 19, 1997

STATEMENT BY SOLICYTOR OF THE INTERIOR JOHN LESHY ON
SUPREME COURT DECISION IN BENNETT v. SPEAR ™

The Supreme Court's Endangered Species Act decision today involves some highly
technical legal arguments concerming how people go about challenging agency decisions under the
Act. We have always believed that our actions under the Act are and should be subject to court
review, whether al the behest of environmentalists or other affected interests. In fact, we are
defendants in numerous lawsuits brought under the Act by all sorts of interest groups.

We sought to uphold the lower court’s decision dismissing this particular lawsuit because
we believed the plaintiff water districts had not followed the correct legal path to the courthouse.
Altheugh the Court’s decision today rejected our technical fegal arguments, it reaffirmed that the
" courthouse doors are open to all affected interests to review our implementation of the Act - an
outcome with which, broadly speaking, we agree.

{ do not anticipate that the Court's decision will have any significant effect on our
administration of the Endangered Species Act.

-DOI-
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

' Lisa Guide {0} 202-208-5416
For Release: March 18, 1997 ' {h) 703-683-0017

STATEMENT OF INTERIOR SECRETARY BRUCE BABBITT REGARDING
THE SAN DIEGO CITY COUNCIL VOTE ON THE MULTI SPECIES
' CONSERVATION PLAN

[ want to thark and congratulate Mayor Susan Golding and the San Diego Ciy Council on
today's historic vote, Mayor Golding's leadership in protecting San Diego’s natural heritage has
resulted in an agreement that will help preserve the most eavironmentally sensitive pigces of the
San Diego landscape. San Diego is famous for its natural beauty, and the reayor, through her
advocacy, has insured that beauty will remain for many generations.

Today's action also has important national implications. [ consider the San Diego plan the latest

* and best example of 2 new era in American conservation. Voluntary conservation partnerships on
private lands will be as important to America’s natural heritage in our childean’s Lifetimes as
President Teddy Roosevelt’s founding of the National Wildlife Refuge system and establishment
of new national parks and national monuments in the early 20th century was to us. The abiity to
reconcile the needs of both environmental protection and economic development is an essential
part of conservation planning in the 21st century.

The Clinton Adminstration has more than 300 habitat conservation plans (HCP) either completed |
or in the works. By September 1997, about 18.5 million acres of ecologically important lands wil
ke covered under these plans. HCP's are part of the new way of administering the Endangered
Species Act. We are using the flexibility of the Act to promote consensus among interested

parties, cather than divisiveness and conflict. :

The San Diego plan is the jewed of habitat conservation plans; a careful balance berween many
points of view that bring conservation planning to 3 mere complex level. Dozens of differem
interests worked to craft an agreement that saves a significant portion of ecologically sensitive
lands. This was doubly difficult because development pressures here are as intense as they are
anywhere in the world. The result is that more land will be managed ta conserve our natural
heritage here than we could ever hope for under a parcel by parcel, or species by species,
process, .

It is & magnificent achievement. | congratulate all the stakeholders who sat down at the table and
made this process work. .
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L2 .53, DEF’ARTMEKNT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRIQTARY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE , Stephanie Hanna () 202/208-6416
fanuary 30, {697 ~ Tony Floor {Q) 360/$34-82330

CLINTON ADMINISTRATION'S McGINTY, BABBITT TO FINALIZE STATEWIDE
CONSERVATION PLAN FOR WASHINGTON STATE'S FOREST LANDS

Kathleen A, McGinty, Chair of the White House Council on Eavironmental Quality, and

" Secretary of Intenior Bruce Babbitt joined Jennifer Belcher; Washingtor's Commissioner of Public
Lands today m Seattle to finalize approval of a 70-100 year habitat conservation plan (HCP} for
mare than 285 species of fish and wildlife on 1.6 million acres of Washington state-managed
forests. This habitat plan is the largest agreement of its kind on forested lands. The Washington
state Department of Natural Resources HCP will now join four large private timber harvesting
companies, that have compieted similar agreements, resulting in 2,135 000 acres of northwest
forested land managed for long-term habitat conservation.

“America’s conservation challenge in the 21st Century is for private citizens, states ard
the federal government 1o work in partnership as stewards of the land,” McGinty said. “Today's
agreement shows us the way”

“This HCP offers a umique opportututy to prove that strong, biologically-based habitat
protections can be maintained for the long-term side-by-side with sustainable timber haivests,”
Babbitt said. “President Clinton made a commitment in 1993 to help this region reach a balance
between species protection and strong economies, and this Administration, with unprecedented
cooperation from state governments and private timber companies, is proving decisively that it
can be done. Together with the President’s Forest Plan, we are creating a conservation mosaic
across Washington's magnificent forests that will lead to survival, indeed recovery, of aquatic
species and wildlife now endangered or in penl while offering long-term centainty for rural timber
economies, students and other state trust bensficianes.”

An HCP is a land management plan authorized under the Endangered Species Act to
conserve threatened and endangered species. For the Depantment of Natural Resources, it means -
a’comprehensive plan for state trust lands that allows timber harvesting and other management
activities while emphasizing species conservation and ecosystem health. This plan has been
approved by the ULS. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service.

{more}



Under the Act, the “taking” of a listed. threatened or endangered species -- killing,
harming, or harassing a species, or adversely modifving habuat -- is prohibited without special
authorization from the Fish and Wildlife Service. Through a habits: conservation plan negotiated
with the Service, howeser, an applicant can be permitied to “1ake” 3 listed species if the taking is
incidental and is part of a larger conservation plan that will not jeopardize the continued existence
of the species and is incidental to legal activities. '

Part of the Depariment of Natural Resources HCP replaces spotted owl protection circles
with 3 more flexible approach to protect the owl, which is listed as a threatened spectes under the
Act. The conservation strategy supports spotted owl populations in designated areas that
scientists have determined 1o be most important to owl conservation based on proximity to federal
reserves. Currently, there are 344 owl protection circles on the Department’s land affecting
timber activities on 600,000 acres.

West of the Cascade Mountain range, this HCP aiso provides habitat protection for:
steelhead; sockeye, pink, chum, chinook and coho salmon; sea-run cutthroat trout; and bull trout.
The HCP allows carefully managed timber harvest within streamside buffers as long as
precautions are taken (o protect fish habitat.

The Department of Natural Resources manages 5 mullion acres in Washington state of
farest, aquatic, agricultural and urban lands for benefits to current and future trust bepeficiaries
and other residents of the state, Of this land, 2.1 million acres are forest lands. By state law,
state-owned trust lands must be managed primarily 1o produce income for public schools,
universities, prisons, state mental hospitals, community colleges, local services in many counties.
and the state general fund.
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JOINT STATEMENT
.S DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
on the
ENDANGERED SPECIES RECOVERY ACT OF 1497
INTRODLUCED BY SENATORS CHAFEE, BAUCUS, KEMPTHORNE AND REID

We congratulate Senators Chalee, Baucus, Kempthorne, and Reid on the iniroduction of
therr bipartisan bill to reauthorize one of our vation's most important conservation laws, the
Endangered Species Act. We would like 1o further recognize the leadership of Senator Chafee,
the Chairman of the Environment Committee. for his long history of accomplishments in the area
of environmental protection,

This bill represents a carefully crafied agresment developed by the Repubfican and
Demuocratic leaders of the Senate Environment Committee. They have found constructive
common ground on extremely difficuit and complex natural resources issues. Their bill builds on
the extensive experience we have gained with the Endangered Species Act over the past 25 vears,
and particularly on the innovations that have been made in the past 4 years. [t repregents a serious
-effort 1o address the concerns regarding the Act’s impact on landowners without undermining or
weakening the fundamental protection for species and habitat provided by the Act. ftalso
highlights the critical importance of recovering species. :

Whils the Administration has not vet taken a position on the bill, the bill codifies a number

of administrative reforms that the Departments of Commerce and Interior bave developed over
the lasy several vears to improve implemenmtation of the Act for both endangered species and
pecple. A few of these key provisions inglude:

o Multi-species approach, Over the past 25 years we've learned that good science
supports a multi-species strategy. This bill provides for multi-species recovery and conservation
plans, and takes other steps to encourage 4 muiti-species approach to conservation.

o Certainty for landowners. Many landowners and businesses are willing to heip conserve”

| species, but they want certainty about what will be expected of them in the future, This centainty

is essential to giving private parties the incentive (o enter into conservation pians. This bill codifies

important reforms this Administration has made te provide certainty for landowners in
conservation planng, '



3 Remeving digincanti s A ST OF the wusrent N,.x.;z*i”ered Spegies Actisthat
inadvertzatly encourages landowners 1o desiroy wm%w abirat because they are afraid of ﬂcsmsi
restrictions if endangered species are auractad 1o their property. This bill addresses thar issue by
ncorgorating the -\drrizzé“ra{icn" “Safe Harbor” policy that is Zesigned to encourage ian ndewners
to take pro-active stEPS to improve of enhance endangered speciss hakital by removing the

regulatorv disingentive. associated with attrac tng 1 additanal endangered species 1o their sraperty.

! g invotvement. This bill comams provisions to open the
endangered species process - especially recovery planning -~ 1o the public, and increases the rofe
of States as wnporiant paraers in endangered species conservation.

o Preventing species from becoming gndangered. It is 2asier and less expensive o
conserve species before they become endangered by removing threars to them through pra-active
sonservation measures. This bill inciudes provisions o allow the interior and Commerce
Depariments and other parmers to reach agreemeats that get ahead of the curve and preciude the
need 1o list candidate and proposed species.

fLis impemnt t¢ bear in mind that 2ithough represeniatives ot‘mzr agencies provided

technical assistance in the development of this bill, the bill 'has not undergone full intar-agency
review by the *kém;ms ration. The Commitiee has scheduled a hearing on the 9l and 1 he
&dmzzzszs ation will be prepared at that tme with its detailed thougius and recommendations. This

it include any concerns regarding specific provisions of the bill, including toncerns regarding
zhe increased number of deadlines, the roles and responsibilites of federal agencies, and whether
the increasad authonzation levels are adequate 10 cover the :muc;s&ie\. additional procedural and
program gosts needed o unplement this legislation,

- This bill is an imporiant first step o the road to a reauthorized and revitalized Endangersd
Species Act. We encourage everyone 10 review this legislation carefilly.  We doubt anvone,
including the Senators, will argue that this is perfect legisiation that cannot be improved.
However, reaching a bipartisan consensus among the Senate Conynittee leadersiup on this issue is
a tremendous accomplishment, We look forward to continuing our work with the Senate and
House 1o reauthorize the Endangered Species Act, and 1o repewing our commitment 10 the
American people to conserve our nation’s natural heritage for future generations,
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (O) 202/203-6416
October 3, 1996 : Pat Fisher (O) 202/208-5634

STATEMENT OF SECRETARY BABBITT ON SCIENTIFIC REPORT ON
EXTINCTION THREATS TO MANY WILD MAMMALS WORLD-WIDE

“I believe that all of us should be concerned by the news that fully a quarter of all the
world’s wild mammals are now considered threatened with extinction. This report, from the
Species Survival Commission of the World Conservation Union (IUCN) and jointly pubiished
with Conservation International, is probably the most thorough scientific assessment of the state
of the world’s wildlife ever undertaken. [t clearly indicates that, uniess people of all nations make
extraordinary efforts, we face a looming natural catastrophe of almost biblical proportions.

“The report’s conclusion that habitat loss and degradation are primarily responsible for
this threat is both disturbing and a reason for hope. The damage done by human activities can
perhaps be set right by the ingenuity of people working together. That is why the Clinton
Administration will continue to work through partnerships under the Endangered Species Act to
conserve, protect and restore wildlife habitat. Through this Admintstration’s efforts and the work
of dedicated local people, we have shown that economies ¢an thrive while protecting irreplaceable
wildlife resources and conserving the tand and water habitat so important to wildlife and to our
own quality of life.

“The [UCN’s report shows that we must not only continue and accelerate these efforts
here at home, but that we must extend them world-wide by offering our expertise and support in
conservation activities. Our children and grandchildren should not be deprived of a world where
these magnificent and diverse wild animals can still find places to exist and raise their young.
Today’s report is a clarion call to take action while we still can.”

-DOI-
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OFFICES OF THE SECRETARIES OF INTERIOR & AGRICULTURE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE {DOT) Stephanie Hanna (O 202/208-64 16
- June 27, 1898 . {USDA) Tom Amontree (0O) 202/720.4623

SECRETARIES BABBITT & GLICKMAN SIGN AGREEMENTS WITH PLUM CREEK
TIMBER TO IMPROVE HABITAT CONSERVATION FOR WILDLIFE AND FISH

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt and Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman today
announced agreements with Plum Creek Timber Company t0 protect habitat for threatened and
endangered species and other wildlife on private lands and national forests. Secretary Babbire
signed 2 Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) on private lands owned by Plum Creek, located in the
1-9G comdor north of Seattle, Washington. Secretary Glickman announced a.proposed land
exchange between the USDA Forest Service and Plum Creek to consolidate public forests
currently witerspersed with 170,00 acres of Plum Creek’s private a.neis ing checker«hcarci“
patiern.

“Today’s action is another exampie of President Clinton living up to his commitment {0
make the Endangered Species Act work better,” Secretary Babbitt said. I view this as the most
innovative and sophisticated Habitat Conservation Plan we have developed so far. Not ondy will
this provide long-term protection for some of the best habitat in the Northwest for the northern
spotted owi, but the plan offers an opportunity 1o conserve a host of wildlife and fish species that
we know are in serious peril, even if they have not yet been listed as threatened or endangered.™

“While the Interior Department has been working with Plum Creek to protect listed
species on private lands, the USDA and Plum Creek have been working on a proposed fand swap
to improve endangered species protection on public lands,” Secretary Glickman said. “This
exchange could transfer to public ownership nearly 40,000 acres of Plum Creek lands, protecting
currently roadless areas and improving the Forest Service’s ability to provide habitat for
threatened and endangered species in the region™

Working with Interior's Fish & Wildlife Service and Agriculture’s Forest Service
scientises, Plum Creek has designed the capability to analyze, document and adapt to complex
data on wildlife populations and migration patterns that are likely 1o change aver the $Q-year
duration of the HCP: The technique involves high-resolution Geographic Information Systems
mapping and telemetry as well as watershed analysis

{maore}



“This Administratton has accomplished major strides i making the Endangered Species

Act work better and more tlexibly. Babbitt said. ~Beuinning with the President's Forest Plan, we
have implemented a number of policies that are revolutionizing our capability 10 work volumarily
with property pwners throughout the country,” Babbitt said, “The flexibility in the Act, and this
Administration’s goal {6 encourage certainty for landowners through a multi-species approach to
conservation, has allowed companies like Plum Creek Timber to lock at ecosystems and
watersheds on their land and develop a blueprint for long-term protection that we all can be vecy
proud of 7

The Plum Creek HCP will protect old growth forests, create 200 foot buffers on fish-
bearing sireams, limit or restrict logging on wetlands, and provide both habitat for nesting and
roosting owls and adequate areas for distribution and dispersal te encourage long-term recovery
for owls as well as species such as grizzly bears, marbled murrelets and goshawks. Inall itis
estimated that the Plum Creek HCP will protect four listed species and more than 280 species of
fish and wildlife in an ecosystem that spans 170,000 acres and 20 watersheds.

Through the signing of 2 Memorandum of Understanding , the Forest Service and Plum
Creek have committed to identify equally-valued national forest lands for exchanges that will take
place i the Mt Baker-Snoguaimie, Wenmatchee and Gifford Pinchot national forests. Plum Creek
has agreed to defer timber operations on most of their lands proposed for transfer for two vears to
allow the Forest Service to locate and permit lands outside the HCP suitable for timber

OPLrations.

“This exchange will have significant habitat protection benefits, protecting more of the
scenic area in the ‘Mountains to Sound’ green way, which links the Cascade Mountains to the
Puget sound, and improving our ability to impiement the President’s Forest Plan,” Secretary
Glickman said, “It will consolidate important forest lands in the Snoqualmie Pass Adapuve
Management Area and increase access 1o the Alpine Lakes Wildemess Area -+ one of the most
visited wilderness areas in the nation. Together, the Departmant of Agricuiture, the Department
of the Interior and Plum Creek timber are working to improve and maintain the integnity of our
natural environment.”

HER
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LS., DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO®

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (O) 202/208-6416
July 17, 1996 . Pat Foulk (O} 916/979-2129

INTERIOR SECRETARY SIGNS FIRST-OF-ITS-KIND SPECIES HABITAT AND
OPEN SPACE CONSERVATION PLAN IN ORANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

The sexene and wildlife-rich coastal sagebrush landscape of Orange County, California, will
be protected from development under & landmark conservation plan signed today by Secretary of the
Interior Bruce Babbint. The plas, davelopod by local citizens, businesses and govermnments, will
protect over 40 native Uslifornian species threatened by destruction of habitat and increased urban
sprawl. The Orange County Central and Coastal Natural Communities Conservation Plan (NCCP) is
the first-ofvits-kind partnership betwoen faderal, state and county governments, municipalities, land
developers and other property owners shaning a common igterest in protecting open space.

. “Today's historic agroement is an example of President Clinton delivering on his promisa to
make the Endangered Species At work better,” Secretary Babbitt said. "By giving local citizens the |
power to develop conservation plans, with technical and financial ssmistance from the state and the
federal government, we have s good shot at long-term success. The days of the feders! govemnment
directing every detail of endangered species planning from Washingion, DC, are over. This Orange
County plan will serve as a model for the nation, pointing the way 10 protect wildlife and conserve
open space in areas of increasing urban pressure. It is & real triumph of communities over conflict.”

The NCCP creates about 38,000 acres i Mature Reserve, located throe areas spanning the
coustal foothills and the foothills of the Santa Ana Mountains. In all, about 40 at-risk species of
wildlife and plants will receive protection at the same lovel as the six species already listed under the
Endangered Species Act, By shifting the smphasis on pmtectma species to 8 multi-species habitat
conservation spproach, the Departrnent of the Interior is able %0 offer parnmpaung landowners long-
mgemmmﬁaﬁmwd@moi’mm .

: “This is & win-win situation for both economic certainty and species conservation,” Babbirt
continuad. “We will be able to protect these at-risk species before it becomes neceasary 1o add them
- to the Endangered Species list, and private and public landowners can develop plans for the future of
their properties with certsinty. At the same time, Orange County residents now and in the fture have
" assursnces that the dramatic coastal vistas, the recreational épportunities and the quality of life that
&w&mwmmmﬁwmm”iimhmmywmmmm

Babbint wrp!aiaedthst mpmmmﬁmm the California Resources Agency and from The B
' l:vinoCompmxy. .mm&ammmwm.wmmmmm 1993 1o express
an interest in coordmauns a new state hwmpomus counties and cities to designate open spacs
habitat for protection of endangered species. “This proved to be a perfect opportunity to demonstrate
this Administration’s belief that the Endangered Species Act could be used to evoid the kind of
train-wrocks créated by previous administrations in the Pacific Northwest.”

epore-



Within weeks of that 1993 meeting, Babbitt invoked the power of rarely-used provisions
(Sections 10(a) and 4(d) of ESA) within the Act to allow the State of California to take the lead in
protecting the threatened California gnatcatcher. This action triggered a consensus process in Orange
County involving all stakeholders, including local environmentalists, in the planning process. The
Department of the Interior has.since used regulatory flexibility in the 4(d) Rule to approve more than
140 Habitat Conservation Plans around the country, and more than 330 additional plans are currently
in the development process. In southem California, the planning process is underway to protect
coastal and sage scrub habitat in five counties; San Diego, Orange, Los Angeles, Riverside and San
Bernardino. The eventual cutcome will mean that 6000 square miles between San Diego and Los
Angeles will have locally-planned open space reserves, set aside for enjoyment and recreation as weil
as habitat protection for wildlife and planis,

*This Administration has made 3 series of administrative changes that make it easier for local
gitizens to protect their open spaces and use their land while stiil providing essential habitat protection
for a multitude of wildlife and plant species, ” Babbitt said. *“These conservation plans are voluntary
for private landowners, and offer common-sense solutions and long-term centainty. This is the way
we will be doing business in the future, and we are already seeing results on the ground from
Washington state to the Everglades.”

In the case of Orange County, this is the first of three regions of the county to complets the
NCCP process. The Irvine Company is the largest private landowner in the Central & Coastal Plan,
and is contributing 21,000 acres for a large part of the open space set aside as Nature Reserve. Two
portions of the Nature Reserve, Iocated near Newport Besch and Irvineg, will be imer-connected by
greenways, hiking paths and mountain ridges, creating recreational opportunities for an area that
. dwarfs San Francisco’s Golden Gate Park or Manhaitan’s Central Paric

“I hope that Congress takes notice of these accomplishments in southem Califoria,” Babbiu
said, “During more than three years of grass-roots planning in Orange County, Congress has been
debating and holding hearings and making impassioned speeches about the Endangered Species Act,
but nothing has been passed. They need to realize that these NCCPs are good for at-risk and
endangered wildlife species, but great for human species. There e certainty now for growth and
development of a dynamic region, and thers is certainty that the grandchildren of those signing this
agresment today will have access to the majestic landscape that has drawn so many to'select these

" communities as their home.”

Secretary Babbitt will be joined at the signing by Douglas Wheeler, Secretary of the ‘
California Resources Agency, Roger Stanton, Chairman of the Orange County Board of Supervisors;
Donald Bren, Chairman, and Monica Florian, Senior Vice Prasident for Corporats Affairs, of The
Irvine Company. , :

DOL

A short radio actuality of Secretary Babbitt discussing the Orange County NCCP is available by
calling 800.521-3370, or 202-208-4777 in the DC metro area. '
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STATEMENT OF SECRETARY BABBITT ON HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS
ACTION TO FUND HABITAT CONSERVATION PLANS IN CALIFORNIA

I am pleased to see that a majority of members of the House Subcommirtee on Interior
Appropriations are willing to give us funding for creative and flexible approaches that make the
Endangered Species Act work better.

Last year, Congress placed a moratonium on any activities to fist spscies, or to prevent
them from being listed by taking steps to save their habitar, This moratorium turned out the
lights on our ability to take action on the Endangered Species recovery process until this April
when President Clinton fted it

Meanwhile, states like California took a much sounder approach, developing large,
multi-species regional conservation plans {called Natural Communities Conservation Plans in
California law) in ¢oncert with ths Department of the Interior. In President Clinton’s budget, $6
million was requested for this purpose.

Yesterday, that request was cut by $1 million, but it is still helpful that the Fish &
Wildlife Service will be permitted to assist the State of California to develap, manage and
acquire land for three large multi-species conservation plans in Orange and San Diego Counties,
and a regional Habitat Canservation Plan in Riverside County..

The Clinton Administration has strongly favored working with states, counties, local
government and landowners on long-range conservation plans that address the habitat needs of
many species of wildlife, fish and plant species simultaneously, rather than looking at threatened
.and endangered species protection one species at a time. In only three years, this Administration
has signed more that 140 voluntary agreements for Habitat Conservation Plans. More than 300
others are in the process of finalization. This compares with only 15 agrsements signed during
the ten preceding years. : ‘

Use of Habitat Conservation Planning agreements to provide longterm protection for
multiple species is one of several steps the Clinton Administration has taken to make the
Endangered Species Act work better, and be more flexible and responsive to local solutions
nationwide. It is encouraging that the Subcomymittee recognizes the common sense in this
approach and chose to provide funding that will allow us to assist the State of California dunng
FY 1997. 1t would be even more encouraging if states could count on the Congress to assist
their conservation planning efforts in the future. ' :
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May 29, 1996 Diana Hawkins {O) 404/679-7293

INTERIOR SECRETARY TO SIGN SAFE HARBOR AGREEMENT FOR
RED-COCKADED WOODPECKERS BEFORE U.S. GOLF ASSN, LADIES OPEN

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt today joined some of the nation’s top women
golfers at the Pine Needles Golf Course near Pinehurst/Southern Pines, North Carolina, to
announce another participant in an innovative new program to encourage habitat conservation
for the endangered red-cockaded woacipecker The Pine Needles Lodges & County Club
becomes the 14th golf course signing an agreement with the U.S, Fish & dekfe Service since

the program was éeveiopcd last year.

The Safe Harbor program is also known as the North Carolina Sandhills Habitat :
Conservation Plan. It is a first-of-its-kind program, designed to encourage private landowners to
undertake actions that will benefit the red-cackaded woodpecker. Safe Harbors is one of the
many new approaches taken by the Clinton Administration to work cooperatively with private
landowners on habitat conservation for threatened and endangered species. The plan removes a
regulatory impediment that has, in the past, caused some landowners concern that wnserving an
attractive habitat for an endangered species might restrict the use of their property in the future,
The plan was developed by the Service and representatives from the Environmental Defense
Fund, the North Carolina Wildiife Resources Commission, the North Carolina Natural Heritage
Program, the North Carolina State University’s Red-Cockaded Waedpecker Research Program,
and the Sandhills Area Land Trust.

“This is & great example of some of the exciting innovative approaches this
Administration has taken to make the Endangered Species Act work better,” Secretary Babbit
said. “We took & look at the fact that the red-cockaded woodpecker has been in a long-term
decline both in the Sandhills and throughout its range in the Southeastern states, particularly on
private land. That's because few Iandowners had an incentive to take any sctions that would
help the bird. Encouraging voluntary beneficial action by private landowners may slow, stop, or
- reverse its decline.”

In addition to Safe Harbors, zhe Clinton Administration has worked contmuausky 10
respond to the concerns of private landowners in making the Endangered Spemw Act more
flexible. Other examples include the S-acre exemption for threatened species, that exempts 95
percent of American property owners in most circumstances from regulation.. For larger
landowmers and others affected by the Act, there has been increasing reliance on cooperative
Habitat Conservation Plans, and reliance on federal and state land as much as possible.

(more}
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Safe Harbor provides an assurance to private landowners that if voluntary or incidental
tand management activities result in an increase in endangered species numbers of their habitat,
they wili not suffer undue restrictions in the future. Through a cooperative agreement between
participating landowners and the Service, the amount of habitas and existing numbers of
endangerad species numbers is agreed upon, and anything above that level is considered a
voluntary enhancement by the landowner. The landowner is, at anytime in the future, free to halt
his habitat management actions, or to remove newly created habitat, a3 long as the overall leve!
does not fall below the agreed upon baseline.

The plan is entirely voluntary Only those landowners who wish to participate in the plan
. need do so. Thirteen golf courses in the area already participate in the Safe Harbor Program,
including the famous Pinehurst courses Numbers 1.8, TALAMORE, Forest Creek Golf Club, -
Country Club of North Carolina courses 1 & 2, and Pineliurst Plantation. The longleaf pine
forest type in the North Carolina Sandhills area has been identified by the red-cockaded
woodpecker recovery plan as prime woadpecker habitat and as one of the 15 required locations
to establish a viable woodpecker recovery popuiation.

1f a landowner decides rot to continue participating in the program, the favorable habitat
conditions created will not necessarily go away. They may persist for many years unless a
landowner decides to eliminate them. A participating landowner is also free to sell his land and
the buyer hias exactly the same protective Safe Harbor as the previous landowner. Any
landowner within the plan boundaries {parts of the six counties that comprise the North Carolina
Sandhills} whose land exhibits potential nesting or foraging habitar is potentially eligible to
participate in & cooperative agreement. The Fish and Wildlife Service is particularly interested
in entering into cooperative agreements with landowners whose lands contain red-cockaded

woodpecker clusters that are now abandoned.

There are 38 golf courses in the immediate M&hﬁmﬁﬁwﬁm Pines resort area, which
celebrated its centennial anniversary this past vear. At present, there are 4% breeding groups of
red-cockaded woodpeckers on the goif courses, residential areas, and horse farms in this ares.
Red-cockaded woodpeckers nead older, open, pine forests for establishing their nest cavities and
foraging. Many sites formerly contained nesting red-cockaded woodpeckers that are now
abandoned. The woodpeckers may have left because oaks and other hardwoods have grown up,
transforming an open pine forest into a dense, mixed pine and hardwood forest, unsuitable for
these birds. Landowners can "rehabilitate” these now-abandoned sites by controlling hardwood
midstory, drilling new artificial cavities for the birds, and placing artificial restnctors over camy

entrances that have been enlarged by other species,

The land management practices encouraged for participants in the Safe Harbors program
also will help to maintain a whole array of unusual and significant plant and animal life =~

. associated with longleaf pine forests, including bobwhite quail and southeastern fox squirrsl.

. Additionally,. , hardwood control will make it possible for landowners to realize the very
substantial revenue from harvesting pinestraw, a muiti-million dollar industry in North Carolina.



3

Linder the Safe Harbor Cooperative Agreement signed by Secretary Babbitt today, Pine Needles
(s agreeing torenhance habitat in the area that is presently occupied by red-cockaded
woodpeckers. They have also agreed to restore an unused 500-acre tract of land which has a
problem with hardwood encroachment in the midstory of the pine forest.  Pine Needles provides
habitat for 5 breeding groups of red-cockaded woodpeckers on its Pine Needles and Mid Pines
gotf courses azzé 1ESOFt area.

“In my search for new approaches to help these marvelous symbols of the rich biological
hxstory of the Southern states make their comeback, [ have seen red-cockaded woodpeckers
acrually flourishing amidst the combat missions of some of the military’s toughest troops at Fort
_ Stewart and Camp Lajeune,” Babbitt said. “It is a great pleasure to kick off another Safe Harbor
agreement among some of America’s toughest and most seasoned golfers. There is no reason -
why wooidpeckers and activities that benefit local economiies, military readiness, or professional
golf cannot thrive side-by-side. I hope to be able to stand here sometime during my tenure as
Secretary of the Interior and be able to proclaim the red-cockaded woodpecker as one of the
greatest Endangered Species Act success stonies of this Administration,”

<D0
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OFFICE OF FHE »ECRETARY

Vundiingpon, 137, 28

March 14, 1996

Dear Fellow Arkansans:

Eaclosed i3 a camera-ready article written by Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt especially
for Arkansas weeklies and dailies. 1 hope you will consider publishing it. '

Sincerely,

ot
Michael Ganldin
Director of Communications

U.8. Department of the Interior

Enclosure



Endangered bird finds support at home

Arkansas, South shows nation how it’s done

By Bruce Babbitt —
Secretary of the Interior ~

Too often the phrase “endangerd
spesies” conjures up images of &n exotic
fisk, bBird or animal that  hrings
sontroversy 1o The part of the country ar
the planet where i veshing. in thogse
other plsces, it seems, the creatire plity
its surrounding community in Bo camps,
fsvanng zither ;obs or the eavirgnment

A3 it urns oy, Rowever, Ametios’s
classe example of an endangered species
may guictly Hve right here in yvour own
back yard: a rare, black and white
Arkansas native called the red-cockaded
woadpecker,

Yt for some good. sound reasons,
thst bird brings no conmovessy, o
divisioa, no cosly Hlgshion, no polites
wrengling, and no sconommic stagnation, 17
anything, ¥z boosting jobe, resioring
sncient forcets, and bringing poople
together.

in shon, the woedpeeker is proving
the Endangered Specics Act works
execty as it was planned.

! know becauss T've seen it working
 §irsthend - in the forests and woodlots
all scross the South. Fve seen this bund
coming back on Southern mifiiary basey,
from Pt Stewan outside Ssvannsh,
Georgie, W Eglin Alr Foree Bawe i
Florida, 1 Camp Ledune, North Carciing,
where the Marines have 1 uaiqus sogas

, "We're Saving a Few Good Speciss.”

Bul Fve scen it work best in the
rural towns and lengleaf pine forems of
Arkansas, for its there that timber
companies fike Goorgis Pacific and
Potistch Corp. are charting sa cniircly
sew course in endangeved  SpOCics
forestry, seiting an examphe B Americs
@ follow,

i Adkanms, 1 have soen «
sefreshingly vigorous commmitment 0
findd. protect and recover the redanckaded
wondpecker, sad, in the process, ©
restore  Askansay' rich oatumf fores
heritage — a heritage that nearly vanished.

Af the beginning of thiy century,
the entire state wis covered by the
greates: old growth pine fovests oo the
sontinent. A tmaveler could sds from
Texarkana to Memphis shaded by the

grest native pines ~ longsaf] lobiolly,

shordeaf snd slah ~ the eatire way. Mor
would he be longly, for the entire range

was filed with the staccsio snd sight of

the red-cockaded woodpecker,

© Then came the northers timber
barons, moving south from ihe cut-over
lands sround the Great Lakes, sivipping
the state's treed and feaving & ruined
iandscape in their wake. The native
woadpecker vanished at the pace of the

clearcuts, for it can nest only in cavities
excavaied from ), old pmes whose
interiopr wood has been soflened by
fungus ealled red heast distase,

Caly one thing kept this mative
creafine  from  exnastios the 1973
Erdangered Speciny Aot

Afer & wap Heted in the 19703,
southerts  timber  induosiry  skeptics
predicted a replay of the “jobs vs
environment” truin wreck caused by the
Norhern  spowed owl. Thanks 1o
Arkansas Jogpers, they can lell a quigter,
subtier tafe, with a different ending,

Thet e begen three seery ago,
when { med with Pete Correlf, prosident of
Georgin Pacifie, 0 avoid 2 southemn
standedl  Hke that I the  Pacific
Nerthwest, Peie made a suggestion that |
quickly sgroed o Get his local lsnd
managers ardd our federal biologists io oae
moom, el them of our desire for
conssnses, and keep their feet 10 the fire
urif we worked oul & solution,

Cnar tesult? A landmark, common
s sgrocment whereby Georgia Pagific
profeets he okl growth 1ree clusters gt
are  sctive nesting  sites for e
Approxinately Ha sevnaining
woodpeker groups hat forage on G000
acres of the 4.2 million acses of sompeny
owned pig forest.

That step set up an example of how
businesy could move from hindsight to
foresight, (om reaction 10 prevention.
That agresment seiz & path for dozens
more  follow. '

Just gt Ootaber § weont 1o Werren,
oumside Ligls Hock, 1o aunounce an
sgrovment with Potiatch Corp That
timber company, which has the fourth

" iargest populstion of woodpeekens o

grivaee land in the .S, is managiog
15,000 acres of it foresied hadicas for the
rare, native bird. That means releaining iss
Askansss lsnd managers to identify,
necsognize, protoct snd even restors habitat
for the 44 nosting woodpeeker groups
that live there. )

it slsc mesns no frain wreek, No
lawsuits. No "us vs, them” rhewwic
Arkansay  tmber  industty  amd

* Iandowaers, like the military, have made

peace with the woodpecker. smbsacing 1
on their woodlots, Thein is & southern
sucoess story, demonsteating that jobs and
ihe envitonment grow together,
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BRUCE BABBITT TO HEAR ABOUT 'BEAR NECESSITIES®;
MEET WITH PRIVATE AND PUBLIC PARTNERS FOR BLACK BEARS
Visit ro Baton Rouge, Louisiana will follow speech by the President Monday on conrinuing
our longtime American commimment to clean gir and water

: The successful partnership that has been a model for modem conservation--the effort
to save the Louisiana black bear--could be imperiled if efforts continue 1o strip away Federal
protection for conservation. Interior Secrotary Bruce Babbitt will meet with people in Baton
Rouge Tuesday, March 12, who are part of that extraordinary cooperative effort.

“What we have in Louisiana is a textbook, award-winning example of how to save a
species,” said Babbitt, “The Black Bear Conservation Commitiee is composed of scientists,
government officials, timber companies, farmers--all the stakeholders. They are all winners-
-and so is the bear,

"Unfortunately, a number of people in Congress want to pull the plug on protecting
wildlife in this country,” Babbitt said. "They're on an exteeme mission to gut the laws that
gur conservation ethic brought about. This has to stop.”

. Babbitt is in to Louvisiana to catch fish and to encourage cooperative efforts like the
one that has led to an improvement in black bear populations. “Louisiana and black bear go
together just as much as Louisiana and crawfish or bass," Babbitt said. "The b&m‘ inspired
William Faulkner, Emest Hemingway and Theodore Rwsmelt

"Teddy Roosevelt saved a black bear cub here in Louisiana and instantly created the
Teddy Bear. The current Congress dishonors Roosevelt's memory.”

. The Secretary will have 2 conversation about bear conservation plans with
Murray Lioyd, a board member of the Louisiana Black Bear Conservation Committee;
Dr. Bobby Fulmer, a New Roads general practitioner who's managing his private iands
for bear habitat, Pat Weber, a vice president of the Crown Vantage forest products
corporation, and others. They will meet at 10 a.m. Tuesday on the grounds of the State
Capitol, 1500 North Third Street in Baton Rouge.

{more) S




The Sevrenary s cisie o Lowisiana coincides with a sprech President Clinton miakes
Muonday. repenting the challengs he gave to Congress to 7 leave our envirominent safe and
slean for the sext generation.” Babhit's three-day Natural Heritage Tour of Loutsiana takes
him (o Mew Orleansdonday, Bmon Rouge and Lafayetic Tuesday, and Shrevepon
Wednewday., Al events are open 1o the public.

. --DOI--

)7



SPECIE S

ALITER

H

- e a _  the nation's natural resources, to

'. - "* balance recreational and business

QIS ¥ interests with the needs of all speciesm
'

. S ‘ from the greenback cuwthroat trout

et © 1o the bald eagle. Babbitt has recently

v, encountered tremendous opposition to

the - Endangered Species Act.

and here he speaks out

~  not only as a politi-

cian, but also as

a fisherman.

- The Editors.

AS HUNTERS AND FISHERS, we
" have an obligation 1o protect not only. |
fish and game. but all wild creatures. |
This has become increasingly com-
plicated in the face of continued
development and habitat re-
duction. Difficult choices
nave o be made. It is
the jub of Secretary
of the Inwrior
Bruce Babbits,

ds caretaker of
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Twenty years ago the greenback cutthroat trout was
thought to be extinct, but right now there’s one on my line.
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protect leader of the L5 Fish and
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freestane stream in the heart of Rocky Mauntin
tive fish that by all odds simply
greenback cutthroar frout (One :}zfz}ndms clurki sto-
towas considered o be extinet.
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surckly, the rod tends aad [ am plavng my fra
gressback to the hank,

Warching 3 greenback cuahroar coming aue of the
water is ke spotnng & scarlet lnager

lingering in Como Creek and the Sauth Fork
Poudte, both sathin the South Plane dranage. Tha
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tndd tbutarses where compenng species could be
sleared ous and wolatzd by domnstreamm barner waes-
a5 This took the work of helicopiers and hatcheres,
foresiers and [ishermien, and public and prvate

money, it dao 100k convncay catcheand car angiers:

1o seiease the greenbucks. and convmiing cach-angd-
aelease angiers 1o ea the ranbowy and browrs,
it waned. Greentack fitigbers are nsing: dlready.
247 geres of abe kabuat ang #9 mades of streams
have been reciawmed for abour 15,008 greenbacks
A feast. this i w3t Rosentund welis me. | osedl
sanen seen proct frchand

Lp here sbone dhe Glls, axtun sighn RECON 5";‘33{‘:{{ NG “{}42 flang out of the faesst. the colors are
of the summer snowhieids on Ypsilos - 1wra s brllant, s wrexpected. ta ot a
dAountan, tI:e warer 1 churning S e & " 3 mOMEEL B MS uired. Mo = 1 miale,
Eﬁm‘mﬁiﬁ;ﬁggim Rw Sperws Act Mmmg::\! o ﬁjmg ng CGM‘M&
; gt the jawn
w the oaly place you can do so. They “mm-mwﬂam* Bez | don't see mmuch goeens o e bk
don't {andd never dad) live ariywiere clye, | Gt ”?WM&;::M‘& poy Ot anywhére tise: this one at feast
Emb;;u ﬁia;;rzd d-g hmﬁ “‘:‘:‘ mwm z;mwkmw v ] . Fh0uid have teen named the scaries
“mmmé‘h:mh's”émw '::L‘ - m‘.;m‘m w‘w &Bg;uﬁd}yunbm&éxﬁw
- ; £ %
sz Rocky Mounwam front.range *ﬂrﬁmbmﬁmd‘#ﬂ wielh ¥ oin e wmer then wanch it shoo ek
o8 fom otiver drinage 1o the wes. | 9% %X 0 acmchareaad. oy minuz:m o T s g cumens and dissppen I s
With less than 10,300 vears'to | Sraememilen sy . "T‘. o 5 o b i
} 3.300 >t Mowe (IR 2275 ane e vt (S 7665, xmé&mm:gmwm
adagx. e prenback is b moee snge Suppmrmes of & srong 2 gy o Senind. s ey shjuct it i 3 marghesaoon of v
nve m{%{;z&;mrﬂhabtmi&amwt apmwﬁ’y&t;ﬂyumuu:a& m.ﬂymﬁ.mmﬁ.an@’:
UL, '  but it Secrewey Someter’s » It v cristenlly cndungnl
ouE, means s wilder: bt it's | prr o aqui—aphing forgre. i, these fish for grnerstions © come
50 more wuineaable o angiers and " “pﬁmw mww % ascwd e A hew buns There 15 suil £ ways (0 po: Hige
othet threass (0 515 suvtal, mmmmﬁsmmmmmmd toncally. the popuimed (he
© just upcurrent from me stands § s wewggie will devermime thae St of mawy wild spocies and el dabicam. ] waiersheds of the m River and
Bruce Roseniund, greenback recovery the South Platte River fom chevanons

of 5000 feet up into the timsares u
oz LEX0 fees, sbowe which e spmering sew
SO0 15 100 STNNE 15 SO

The geal 8 10 restore the greenback th
its hastonc cange, and dweye are oaly 19 officially s
ble popaelinen ares, mciudmg these rasiung wiers
of Roaring Creek But it is 2 gowl withm nexch.

The fish 1 2ise winamg ower the heara of oter
Colordo nsoves. i 1993 twe Colondo epetanure

the greenback as it some fisk. The oo
berw ot the former stase Rsh. is not oven from
Colorado—it's 4 cransplint bom Cabiforus.

By mmd-sfernoon, each member of our parey has
caught and reieased hall a dozes. S records broken
herewmany of the Rsh fail 1n the seven- @ [4nch
class, "Hut.” Rosenlund reassures me, “down lowet
#ith & longer breeching season. (he greenbark can
grow 10 three of fouz povads.”

Sever qund (i, The meve sight of one of dhese
sk ont the and of 3 pewespecaily my lifgess an
expenence to e had nowhere clse i the worid 18

Srpermty bErELD Wisvpaa [9RF-¥4

Py



http:unhro;.1t

Foreword to The Yellowstone Wolf: A guide and sourcebook

Our ancestors came to the New World prepared only to
conpuer, and conquer they did, But each succeeding generation
bacame increasingly aware that conquast takes its toll. One of
the deavest of those tellsg hag been the loss of some of the
world's most spectacular predators. Places like the greater
Yellowstone scogystem, with itg vast tracts of wild land, now
provide us with an opportunity to make timely mid-course
corrections in our treatment of this land’'s ecological character.

The Yellowstone wolf recovery program is a milesatone
projiect, demanstratzng that our society has matured to the point
where we recognize that humans share the earth with many other
species as deserving of existence am we are. Through projects
like thig one, we learn not only to appreciate animals we once
abused in ignorance, but alsc to use the planet’s natural
rescurces in ways that gustain rather than exhaust them,

1995 began with one of the more memorable events of my
lifetime. It took place in the heart of Yellowstone National
Park, during the f£irst week of January, a time when a layer of
deep, pure snow blanketed the first protected landscape in
America. But for all it’'s beauty, over the previocus 60 years this
landgcape had been an incomplete ecosystem; by the 1930s,
government -paid hunters had systematically eradicated the
pradator at the top of the food chain: the American grey wolf.

I was there on that day, knee deep in the snow, because T
had been given the honor of carrying the first wolves back into
that landscape. Through the work of conservation laws, I was
there to restore the natural cycle, to help make Y&ilowgtane
complete once again.

That first wolf was an Alpha ‘female, and after I get her
down in the transition area, where she would later mate and bear
wild pups, I locked through the grate into the green eyes of this
. magnificent creature, within this spectacular landscape, and was
profoundly moved by the elevating nature of America’s
congervation laws,

But my experience was only a single, brief fragment. Paul
Schullery’s book, with its gathering of many voices from many
times, tells you the whole story, from the days when wolves
roamed the primitive Yellowstone wildermess, throught he hard
gtruggle to.eliminate them, Lo a more tolerant age, when we
realized that wolves has much to offer the human spirit.

I encourage you to read this story with humility for what we
were 80 slow Lo lgarn, with pride for the coursge we have
chartered, and with hope for all we have yet to gain from our
relacionship with wolves.

Bruce Babbitt, Secretary of the Interior



