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Babbitt will tour proposed monument
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By Maureen O'Connell
ARIZONA DAILY STAR

Several conservation groups are pushing for a presidential mandate 1o fend
off the prospect of increased cattle grazing, new mining and other uses of
about o haif-million acres of near-pristine desert in south-central Arizona.

{15, Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt will tour a stretch of the proposed
Sonoran Desert Nationa! Monument this aftermoon, in response to an
invitation extended by the Arizona chapter of The Natwre Conservancy,
along with eight other organizations ranging from the Tucson Audubon
Society to the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museurn.

Together, the groups are asking Babbitt to urge President Clinton to create
the monument by pmsndcnt:al proclamation allotted through the Antiquities
‘Act. :

If thz paperwork is signed before Clinton leaves office in Junuary, the
designation would mark the fifth national monument established in Arizoma
since last January. Among the others is the lronwood Forest i“iamrzai
Monument in the Tucson area’s far Northwest Side.



Jefl

T LA L)

Among the Sonoran Desert National Monument proposal’s top concerns s
the fate of rwao largely undeveloped chunks of land - about 83,550 aeres in
the Sand Tank Mountains and 24,730 acres on the Sentinel Plain - that are

so0n 1o be severed rom the Barry M. Goldwater Alr Force Range, about (20

miles west of Tugson.

Over the fast five decades, both tracts have served as protective buffers
around land used for military exercises, such as aerial bombings.
Consequently, they include thriving saguaro forests and diverse wildlife
populations,

Andy Laurenzi, an admumistrator at The Nawre Conservancy's Tucson office,
said that unless some form of federal protection is seured withisn the next
year, land use on the tracts will likely become open to wraditional public uses,
such as cattle grazing and mining, as well 43 increases in various recreation
uses.

Those uses, Laurenzi said, would degrade the tracts.

“These kinds of areas in the Sonoran Desert that have had little disturbance
over the last S0 years are pretty limited. . . . We need to figure out a way 10
keep them protected,” he said.

The conservation groups are seeking environmental protections through
national monument status because it can be a much faster route compared
with lobbying for congressional support.

The proposed protections for the overali monument include; himiting grazing
1o curent allotments, requiring vigilant management of vehicle use to avod
incidents of illegal off-road dniving, and banning new mining operations,

Chuck Shipley, president of the Arizona Mining Association, questioned the
fairness of cutting off access 1o mining before the value of the monument's
mineral content can be assessed.

"“What bagpcns when you block up aceess w potentza% natural resources?
Shipley asked. The consequences. he said, couid leave the nation more
dependent on other countries for vital resources.

C.B. "Dac” Lane of the Arizona Cattle Growers Association agreed.

“What this is saying is: 'Let's save land from use as production,’ ” he said.,
adding, "But if we lock it up, it may not be there for us when it's needed.”

* Contaet Maureen (YConnell at $34-4078 ar at geonnef @urytarmet sont
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Action on Pillar Precedes Bigger Preservation
o Issue

By MICHAEL JANOFSKY

BOMPEYS PILLAR, Mant, Nov.
23 — As is linal davs tick away, e
Clinten adminlstration is proceeding
with effarts 1o turn fedaraily owoed
bits of Western America into nation.

al momiments, 3 strategy that many -
westerners regard as an intrusion

into state land marters,

Today, 25 2 prefude (o the 12t
designation i a Westarn state thiy
year through the 1308 Antigquities
Act, Interior Secretary Bruce Bab.
bitt came here o ses 3 sasisione
rock in which William Clark, o isader
af the Lewis and Clark expedition,
carved his name and the date he
carne by, July 25, 1804, on his return
to St Lo, Mr. Babbiit said he
would recommend that President
Clinton upgrade the small mesa
known a3 Pompeys Pillar 1o a nation-
al monument from its current starus
a3 a national landmark, a change
that affords it greater protectiony,

While the desigination has won the
support of Mantana's mastly Repub-
tican Congressional delegation, the
admipistrayion’s next possible foray
inte the state « monament status for
a much vaster area, 150 miles of the
Missourt River in north~centra] Mone

tana known 28 the Missour! Breaks

— has oL, Despite talks between the
Clinton  administration and Mone
iana's Congressional delegation for
nearly WO VEare, no agreemaent hss
been reachid on creming any new
protectiony.

And because President Clinton
waited unsil after the siection and
aear the end of e presidency
raise the possibiiity that he would 467
unilaterally, sritics would see the
Gming as a tinal poke I the eye (na
keaviiy Republican state, if not to its
departing  Republlean  governor,
Marc Racient, whosa sational protile
rose sharply this year with his criti-
cistrr of the administration’s wildfive
policy and hig current ride as a top

adviser 1 Gov. George W, Bush,

Leading Momuana  Republicany
agres,

“I don't koow if he's necsssarily
punisling the governor”” said MaR
Raymand, chisf of staff 10 Montana's
at-lasge representarive, Rick Hill a
Republican who is retiring. < But ihls
18 & siais that voted 2 o | for Bush,
and now that the election is over, the
president ¢an write us off politicaily
by seoring pointz with hig envirop-
mental constituents,”

Ben O'Connsll, 2 spokesman for
Senutor Canrad Burns, a Hepublican

Tha New Yord Times
Lewis and Clark stopped at Pom-
peys Piliar in Montana. -

elected 10 & third term three weeks
ago, sakd: “This is essentially 3 way
fror Clintons 1o solididy his jegacy with-
out having (o deal with Congress.”

Momument status for the Breaks
hns aiso aanoyed industry groups,
ik the Northwest Mining Associa-
Tiot, that taar iiat monument status
wonld doriher Hmit commerciat and
recreational use of the ‘and around
the Braaks, )

Al the ¢pd of the day, | see thisas
a piay 1o his environmental constitu.
ency,” said Laura Skaer, execuiive
director of the wiining group. it
miakes 1t easier to go from a multi-
ple-use area to a little-use area o a
no-ase area"

Mz, Skaer also said she felt it wag
. Blausible” that the admunstration
had Mr. Racicot in mind with plang
ta mave forward on monument sta-
tus for the Breaks abter the olocifon,
& notion Mr. Babbity dismussed as
abisurd. Mr. Racicot 4id nor return
several ojessages Jeft for Mym. A
spokeswoman said e was busy with
the Bush ransition efforts.

The Antiquities Act can be used
autonomousiy by a presidest, and ao
e sinee Theodore Hoogevelr has
invoked it mora often than Mr. Clin.
ton. whe has alveady sef asuie more
than four millien asres 1o five West
ern $tares with severad more manye

- ment designagons expecied before
he leaves aifice.

The Bresks is a gectlon of thae
Mizsouri River in north-<eatral Mon.
tana that is virtwally unchanged in
appearance from the days of Lews
ang Clark. who traveted the river on
their way to the Pacific. In 1976, the
Breaks won Congressional designa.
tion ay & Wild and Scenie River,
atfarding {t protection against dams
but liitle eize,

Montasta envircrgnentalists con-
tend that cattle and resreational ve.
‘hicies  are  destroving  veRetanos
along the banks, that oll, 88 and
ranersl ciairns have the petenual o
cause asdditional erosion and tha

Ctand sales will bring o sulsiders whe
nave less reversnce for the area than
iongHime Tesidenis. Ay A result R
number of conservationists have
been pressing for the stronger proe
ecIions.

But ather groups, ke the Montana
Stackgrawers’  Assnciation,  whick
regresents farmers and raachers,
opprse any change in SLafus, wsist
ing that az stewards of e land ihey
krow best how 0 manage 4.

In an interview, Mr. Babiat: ;¢
ke would continge 0 work wath Mon:
rama’'s Congressionad delegation o
strengthen the grotecton of (ke
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Brauks as & Natanal Resgurce Con-
SRPEALON Are, 3 tarus lesy reeriss
cive thar morument Jasigaanon and
A nat requires Congrassiondl 4p
provii. .

But failing that, e sao he would
recommend 16 Sir. Clinten that be
use the Anlgudies Act to make i 2
Astignal monumen.

The SMisgourt Breaks is suli a live
issue.”” My Szd0ut simd, We had
baen moving toward legisiation
sae omi, now we i dridung, Burd's
not 4 dead issue by any straerch o7 the
imagmanen,”

THE NEW YORK TIMPY

Here ot Pompeys Plir. whech
Tark named ¢ honor of the son of
thg pumediten’s 2uxde Sacagawea
Tagm me qulled Pompy ar Lite
Pomp, no such (notan has emerged.

Fach mamber of the state (on-
gressiongal detegation has requesieg
ihat the mesa gvericoking the Yei.
ipwstone Rover 2% miles east of Bili-
ngs b afforded greater pratections,
especiaily @ light of the sppreaching
Lews and Ciaek bicentanmial, As ¥y
Birns wrote a3 Say 3 letter i a
ipgnt preservalion group, There 1§
o doubt that Pornpevs Pilar ig a
specia) A histary nlace that mers
proteetion.”

k]
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faterior Secretary Beuce Babbirt yesterday visited Montana's Pompeys
designation as a bational monument

. w3 e

Sianaing 3t the carvmyg wdav, Mr,
Babbit teoked oul pw river “elsw,
*This 15 A remendously oy nive
age,” Me sad  can alinosg e

lark's faulla of canoes coming
den the rrver, This ¢ a jaelous
asser — for Yeilowstone County,
Mantana and the whaie counry.”

Bitlar, which he will recommend ior

Taines AroSratk Bolags Caeue
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BLM needed
redirection
on Red Desert

Babhbitt right to order

a supplemental EIS

Sevretary of the interior Bruce Babbitt Is on the mark with
his directions to the Wyoming state olfice of the Buresy of
Land Maragement to back off s dralt Environmental Impact
Statement in regard to the Jack Morrow Hllls of the Red
Desert.

8ahblitt struck the right note wb.ezz fie said that he wants
the BLM "to begire with the presumption that we carn protect

this iandscape.” The same note was sounded in'a more gen-

gral way Thursday by Rick Kaysen of the Wyonﬁng Bustness
Alllance who proudly noted that the Wyaming energy i
dustry has develeped the retources the country needs
while protecting {ts apen spaces, national parks, and its en-
vironment.

Habbitt ordered the BLM to prepare s suppiemental draft
EIS that makes the conservation aiternative the preierred
One,

Wyoming and the reat of the country need t© deckde if the
Jack Morrow Hills 1s one of those unigue, ecologicaily and
histarically signillcant areas that deserve moce more pro-
tection such as that sxtended to wilderness areas where
some uses are prohibited but others are allowed,

The relatively small area of this high desert landscape is
home to the largest (reeroaming herd of pronghorn in the
lower 48 states and 5 large herd of desert elk. It also comains
sacred sites special 1o some Northern Plains Indian tribes, no
doubt pant of the reason that Shoshote Business Council
raember Wes Martell pinged Babbitt and long-time Wyoming
gongervationist Tom Bell in Wednesday's visit to the area.

The entire area in question encompasses about
£22 (00 acres. The area that most needs extra grotection e
cludes roughly 80,000 acres, an expanse of land abount
11 miles aquare,

Thsere is room here for & plan that will sliow oi! and gas
development outside the jack Morrow Hills ares of the Red

Desert, A reasoriable approach would protéct the eore area’

and allow staged oil and gas izasing in areas surrounding It.
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Babbitt's protection program

criticized
8y The Associated Press

RIVERTON, Wyo, {AP) — Interior Secratary Bruce
Babbitt announiced plans ta draft a new proposal for
conserving land in southwestern Wyaming following
a visit to the Red Desert on Wednesday.

Babbitt toured the 822,000-acre Jack Marrow Hills, |
which is the northern and western peﬁ‘fan of the Red
Cesert in the Greal Divide Basin, His visi{ drew
praise from environmentalists and criticism from
cpponants of restricted public land use and
developmant.

Critics said they worried his visil meant President
Clinton intends to fimit use of the land in his final
weeks in office. About 100 people protested Bahbiit's
arrival at Riverton Regional Airport in the moming.
Soma held signs and chanted "Go homa, Babbiit.”

Babbitt said the Interior Department will offer the naw
conservation-orientad proposal as a supplemant 10 a

draft environmental impact statement put together by

the U.S. Bureau of Land Management,

it will offer a different “preferred alternative” 1o focus

ort protecting wild
such as the Mormon Pioneer and Qragon trails ang
old mining camps of South Pass, he said,

The propasal would have to be considered by the
next president and Congress, he said.

“Nonstheless, it is my responsibility to place the BLM
on a track that helps to insure the protection of the

" outstanding resources of this area after a full

ifa, scenary and culiural resources |
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OPPCAUNIY 101 tne QUDIC PArICIPALoN,” NG Sasd.

While the BLM plan proposes some protections, ¢
allows aill and gas davelopment on some of the same
ands, he said.

Under the new plan, cil and gas development would
be allowed to the extent it 1s compatibie with
resqQurce protection, he said, Valid deveiopment
rights would be protected.

- "But we cannot allow the presence of finite mineral

resources 1o deprive future generations of the natural
and aesthetic wanders of the Great Divide Basin,” he
said.

Environmentalists applauded the annauncament as
backing their complaints that the BLM has not gone
far enough in protecting the desent, which contains
grtical habitat for antelops and deer and the only
herd of dasert elk knowntg exist in the United
States,

In addition, the sndangered mountain plover bird
nests in the region, as do raptors and sage grouse,
The area was propossd as a national park by former
Wyoming Gov. Lesiie Miller in 1835 and as a nationai
monumert by Congress in 1961,

“Wa're very glad the secretary has weighed in io
protect this very special area.” said Jeff Kessier of
Biodiversity Associates. based in Laramia. “For over
100 years citizéns have been working to protect this -
area and the 8LM has dropped the ball at every
opporunity.” .

U.8. Sens. Craig Thomas and Mike Enzi, both
R-Wyo., accused Babbitt of trying 10 subvert years of
work by the BLM and a public process which has
settled on reasonable multiple use of the land.

“To subvert it at the 11th hour of the process, and in
the final weeks of this admnistration, only feeds
further public doubt in our federal land managers,”
Thomas said. “Why have a scoping process, study

* alternatives and solicit public commaent whan the

Secratary can simply fly in and sweep it all away?”

Enzi called the proposat "wholly enginegred” by
environmantal groups and Babbitt. 11

1ISI00 807 FM
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Wycoming House Speaker Eli Bebout, R-Riverton,
saiti he is angry that Babbhitt did niot announes his
visit 1o Republican leaders and yet expects bipartisan
coppeation,

Babbitt said he was impressed by the outpouring ¢of
public suppert for protecting the unique and
outstanaing natural resources of the Jack Morrow
Hills,

The BLM recelved more than 12,000 public
comments. on how to manage the region. The vast
majority of commaents support a canservation
alternative, he said.

Accompanying Babbitt on hig tour was Tom Bel,
founder of High Country News and the Wyaoming

Qutdoor Council, along with other environmentalisis

and stale officials.

Copyright 2000 Associated Press. Al rights reserved, Thig
matanatl may not be publishad, bmaz}cast rewriften, or
redistriputad.
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- Babbitt: Red Desert plan flawed"

Says he wants
‘conservation’
alternative
from BLM
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RIVEATON, Wyo. « Interior Secrstary Bruce
Babbitt announced plans to draft o« new propnsal
for sonserdng land in southwestarn Wyoming
iollowing 4 visit 1o the Red Desert on Wednes-
$oy,

Rabbitt toured the 622 00.acre Jack Morrow
Hills, which is the northern and western portion
of the Red Dasert in the Greas Divide Fasin. His
vitit drew praise from enviroumentalists and enit-
icistn from opponents of restricted public land
e znid development,

Crities said they warried his vislt meant Presic
, dent Clinton {ntends to Yimit use of the land in
Wis final weeks in office, About 100 peaple prow
teslad Babbitt's aprival 8t Riverton Reglonz! Air-
port in the moming. Somce heid signs &

chanted “Go home, Rabbitt.” :
© Babbitt aid the Intedor Department will otfer
the new conservation-criented proposal a8 a sup.
plement 1o a draft envirenmental impact stite
ment put together by the US. Burean of Land
Managernent.

it will offer 3 different “preferred slternative”
vhat will fovus on proteczing wildiife, scenery amd
suitural resources inchuding the Mormon Plouser
and Oregon trails and ofd mining camps of South
Pass, be said,

The proposal would have to be considered by
the next president znd Unagress, he said.

“Nonetheless, it % my respoanibility e pisce
the BLM o 4 track that helps to insure the pro-
tection of the outstanding rescurces of Usis area
after a full opportunity for the public participe-
tion,” e said. )

Whils the BLM plag proposes some proted.

* - * . W Rl
tians, it abuws oil and ges doveloprant nn some

ol the cune lands, he said.

{Jader the new plan, cil and yes development
wiyld be afiowed 1o the exiont it is compatible
wilh resourge protectisn, he said, Valid dovelop-

¥ a

(.

2o

e tights wiuld be proéécted‘

_ Aut we cannot affow the presence ot fiaze
mmjmi TERDUrCes o deprive fiture gonerations
of the nutaral and aesthalic woaders of the Grent
fHvide Ranin.™ he saied,

Eovironmentalists  applavded the asnounce
mient ax apportive of their comphinis that the
BLM bias nat gone far enough in protecting the
desers. which contains criticat habiar for ante
lope and deer and the oaly hord of desert olk
known 10 exist in the United States. :

[ addition, the endangered mountain plover
bird nests in the reydon, 2% do runtoes and sage
Frouse, The area was propossd as a natinnat
park by former Wyaming Gov, Laslie Miller in
iﬁ&:’; and as 3 national monument by Congress in

g4l

TWe're vory glad the scoretary has weighed in
¢ protect this very special ares,” snid Jeff Kyss.
ter of Biodbrersily Associates, baswd iy Laramie,
“Tor aver 100 years citizens have hecn woarking
t¢ project (his area and the BLM has drepped
the ball at every cpportunivy,”

158, Senn. Crulg Thomss snd Mike Enzi, both
RWyo, accused Babbitt of tying to subvert
yours of work by the BLM and 3 public process
whivh has settizd on reasonabie multiple use of
the Land.

“Tu wibver? it at the 1ith hour of the srocess,
anvt in the fluo! weeks of this administration,
unly feeda further public doult in oar fedeorat
toud managers,” Thomuy said. “Why have 2 seope
ing srocess, wiudy alfernatives and solicit paldic
coutinenst when the Secretary can simply Oy in
angd mwdep i afl away?”

Endi cailed the proposal “whally enginecred”
by vuvirpnmental groups and Babhite

Wyoming House Speaker Fl Beabout, B-River-
Lon, said he s angry thas Habbitt did oot an-
nouncs hin visi( 1o Repabliean faaders and yot exe
pexts Dipartaan cooperstion.

i
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The Oregan Buttes, shown near sunset, are Sart of the Jack Mamow Hills
aees of the Red Desent. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbltt is scheduied to

taur the ares today.

| Babbitt to tour Red Desert

Geringer questions Interior secretary’s motives

By JEFF GEARING
sod AL LIXCKETT -
marmmm

ROCK SPRINGS » Secretary af the.

interior Bruce Sxhbitt is scheduledd ta
arsive In Riverron this moming 10 tour
the Jack Morsow Hills area of the Red
. Desant in southwest Wyoming, accord.
ing te sgency ofiiciais

News of Babblit's viait drew praise

from & Wyoming conservation official
and criticlem from Gav, Jim Ceringer.

Interior  Departmoent  media
spokesman John Wright said fctiowing
the Red Desert tour, Babbitt will meat
with the media and toyr participantsto
distuss the Bureau of Land Mansge
mant's drah activity pian for the area.

The Is schexiuied far 130 pao,
\n the Pronghars Lodge In Lander.

The BLM has bun warking ssace‘

1297 on a plan to determine whare
and under whit cirouymatances oil
and gas activity could oeeur in the

Jack Morrow Hills ares,

The sgency recertly unveied a dralt
management plan that would allow far
scma stxged oil and gas leasing and re
lated developrnent under the dralt En
virzamental impast Statoment’s pre-
ferredd altefmative,

Wright said Babbitt will de aocom
panied on the tour by Bl Meadows of
the Widerress Soclery and by Tom Bell,
!mmdm-ai thn Wyoring Cuidoor Cous
cil ant High Countey News. Tha tour Is
u'hedu 19 begis at 1030 2. o lram
South Pass City,

WOC spokesnan Mac Blewer xaid
his conservaliog cranieation welcomes
Babbitr's visiy

*We're vary honored the secretary s
cwming hers and we'rs hopefui that ke
cansmiwiﬂwwkmméwﬁt..'i!mm

thisincredibie area,” Blewer sald,

"The facr that the secxelary s comding

defiltely 8 mmﬁtht: the fact that mls
in & vational lssus ge importance.”

Masse soa BABBIT, ALl
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BABBITT: wOC fears unchecked development

Captinaed from Al

The Jsck Morrow Hills area fies
north of Rock Springs i Sween
water and Fremont Countles The
Hiils inchads the scenic Rad Desest
and such unigue geolafic featuses
23 the Kiipecker Sand Dunes and
the Oregon Buttes.

Environmantalists and groups
such &y s WOC fear inchecked
devainpment in the hilis could
lead to habltat destruction and
envitomsnental degradation of
e regon's pristine arvas,

But Geﬁnsmdu Biis weelty
iy press conference Tuesday in
Cheyenne. cilered 2 much dit-
fereat perspective on Babbin's
visit and sther pussibia deved
apments near the end of Prash
dest Clinton'’s second ang final
term in offics,

Qeringer said ms:ihl! "ATAY-
chy” of endless court batliss
ower the pregidential election re-
suits Is exactly what Be would
expect of the closing days of the
Clintos Administration, snd he
accused CHanton's dasignations

of nationsd monyments g th

er gotions in the West of resems
vling dicratership wmore than
demoeracy,

"We mxpact any number of
tzings 10 occur In the Waest,

whether it he monksenis or &

withdrawals or whatover dlse
might lappen,” Geringer s6id. "It
wili be & charagteristic of ths
Clinton Adminisiration to set
aside [ocal woncern, local ?ﬁc-
ipation, and just by flat,
samething to happen, ?haz’t rmt
democrscy, That's dictatorshin®
He noted that the federgl An-
tguitles Agt prevents & presy
dent from unlaterally creating
fational parka dnd monusrents
without congressionai approval.
*So Wyaming has a rather
ztniqua status,” Geringer said,
“We're soruewhat protacied, as &
whaile sate, but 25at’s from the
monument side, There are other
Laetics that coukd be undariaken

by the president”™ -
8LM oliizials sald the agency
rrcelved mors than 12006 com
menis on the draft B, inglud
ing about 11500 comments ask-
the sgency 10 impiement &
an's Propossl” protection
aAllarmative.
The slrernative was desited

in September by the WOC and «*

coallton of conservalionists
ranchers, businesses and trihal
groups The alternative seeks 1o
ban large-scaie mining and e
aliminate current and foatuee oil
and gxu feasing In the areq,

The Jack Marrow Hills area
Sontains a0 esumaied 150 trillion

cubiefeet of satural gas and -

Yarge ol and coal reserves.

Oif a8 gas operators in
Wyoming have txpressed an i
terest in exploring the potential
af developing the oil and ga; e
served in the hilly,

TOTAL .83
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Arizona, Idaho Gets Nat'l Monuments

By MATT KELLEY
.¢ The Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) - President Clinton on Thursday created a new national
monument to protect a spectacular line of red-hued cliffs in northern Arizona
and dramatizally expanded an Idaho monument featuring an eerie, volcanic
landscape.

The 291,000-acre Vermilion Cliffs Naticnal Monument, near the Colorado River
north of the Grand Canyon, is the 10th monument Clinton has created this year
and the fourth in Arizona, over the objections of the state's governor and
other Republican officials.

Clinton alsc cordered 661,000 acres of federal land added to the 54,440-acre
Craters of the Moon National Monument in central Idaho - expanding the
monument by more than 12-fold.

Clinton used his power under the 1906 Antigquities Act to add protection to
areas already owned by the federal government. Creating a mcnument allows the
president to ban logging and mining, restrict off-road vehicle use and
grazing, and bring added prominence to the areas,

Western Republicans have complained bittérly about nearly all of the 10
Western monuments Clinton has created. Critics say Clinton misused his
authority, locking away federal land from commercial ventures that would have
brought jobs and money to poor and remote areas.

Clinton had not notified Arizona Gov. Jane Hull of the plans to create the
monument by Thursday evening, said Hull aide Scott Celley. While Celley said
Clinton's earlier monument deaigmations in Arizona were ““unilateral and
poorly communicated,'' the Vermillion Cliffs decision was no surprise because
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt had recommended it in August.

Environmentalists, on the other hand, have cheered Clinton's monuments and
urged him to create more.

“*1 do think that the outcome of the election will affect future monuments, '’
said Pam Eaton of the Wilderness Sociecy.

Top on environmentalists' monument wish list is the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge in northern Alaska. Presidential hopeful George W. Bush and many other
Republicans say oil companies should be allowed to drill in the refuge, while
environmentalists and Vice Presaident Al Gore say the area should be
off-limits to drilling.



Clinton has not zaid whether he plang to make the refugs a navional monument,
wialen would block @il dyililing there.

Bush also has criticized Clinton's monument designations bub acknowledged
averturning shem would be difficulc. Congress may change monuments' gtatus as
it did most recently with many of the monuments Presidant Jimmy Carter
declared in Alaska.

On zha Het:

Whnice House: hs;p:X/;wwnwﬁizehause.gov

interior Department: hiogp://www. dol.gov

Craters of the Moosn Faticnal Monument: hitp://www.nips.gov/ormy/index. him
AB-NY-11+09-00 LS1L1EST ‘

Sopyright 2008 The Asagciaved Press. The information ¢ontained in the AP news
report may not be published, broadcast¢, rewritten or orherwiss distributed
without the pricr written authority of The Associated Press. ALl active
hyperlinks have heen inssrted by AGL.
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Local :ssues confront Montana

delegation
By KIRSTEN SEARER
Medill News Service

WASBHINGTON - After Congress takes a two-week
timeout from budget disagreements, Montana's
delegation will face tough negotiations over their

own i3SUSS. mm—
AW or.Com*

They will try 1o push through ax cuts and relief for Come Look 2t Cur
small businesses as well as two bills that will have [N 8 mproved St
fess of a chance 10 pass if they are held Quar for
the 2001 Congress.

One of those would designate the Missouri Breaks
region of the Upper Missouwri River as a wild and
scenic river, and another would authorize 200
riilion for the failing Going-to-the-Sun Road and
$20 million for sewer repairs in Glacier National
Mark. The House passed both in Qctober, but they
have b%ﬁﬁ hekd up in the Senate.

Rap. Rick Hill, R-Mont., said he feared that zha :
president would declare the 148-mile stretch of the
Missouri River from Fort Benton to the Charles M.
Russell Wildlife Refuge a national monumant if the
Senate does not approve the bill,

'" f‘ |JJL.|..\.J.
WTTOHeE LdN2

i I8y 2300 l.“;,‘:

National monument status would piace more ‘
restrictions on land development, gas driliing and Pregree
mining than would be irposed by the legislation. Corpletion
: Both sides agree that something must be dong 1o
il ]z  olan recreation in the area because the
A cicentennial of the Lewis and Clark expedition is
) expected to draw millions of tourists to the area.

Program

“There's some urgency now to dg this, because I'm

tofl | §143430 3:26 M
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“Therg's sQme urgency now 10 do this, because I'm
concerned the secretary or the president wiil feel
compeiied to make some decision after the
elegtion,” Mill said.

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt has been quoted
8% saying the area could be consideraed for a
national monument designation, but Interior
spokesman John Wright said Babbitt is waiting to
sae what happens in Congress before he makes a
recemmaendation to the president,

“The secretary has said ali along he would like to
see these unigue iandscapes proteciad by
legisiation,” Wright said. " believe it would be
gremature ¢ comment before the legisiative
process is complete. The secretary will do
whatever is nacessary 1o preserve and protect
these priceless areas.”

The time ig ripe for passage of funds for the
Going-to-the-Sun road in Glacier National Park, Hill
said, noting that there had never been so much
hipartisan support for it.

With @ backlog of bills that need o be passed, the
chance of these two bills making it to the Senate
fioor may not be good unless they are attached to
a larger spending Bill. ’

“When we do come back, Sen. Max Baucus is
going 1o work with the delegation to push both of
thase bills in whatever creative ways we can find
necause he knows how important they are o
Montanans,” Baucus spokesman Barrett Kaiser
said. :

Republican support for the bill may increase if Al
Gore is elected because of his reputation for
supporting environmental causes.

Sen, Conrad Burns, R-Mont, hopes that the
president will not designate the area a national
monument without conferring with Congrass, said
spokesman Larry Akey, "Wa hope the president

. doesn't try to build a legacy on the backs of

Montana's ranchers and recreationalists,” he said.

Also at stake are miliions of doillars for Montana
projects in appropriations bills, as well as the final
details of increased Medicare reimbursements for

13
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rural areas, tax culs for small businesses and a $1
per hour raise in the federal minimum wage.

Burns is urging passage of a pian to allow farmers
and ranchers to put income in tax-deferred savings
accounts in good years, {a help them through bad
ones. He alsc hopes to push through funds for
testing new ways o oring high-speed imemez
connections to rural areas.

Burns is in a tight re-election contest and will retum
after the slection either with a new six-year tarm
ahead of him or as a lame duck.

Baucus wants 10 assure passage of tax ¢redits for
low- and middle-ncome people who are saving for
ratitameant as well 3s tax ¢redits and tax initlatives

o promote economic development in poor

communities.
Upssted: Tho sov 2 15:30:34 C8T 2500 Canvral Time
Copyognt @ The S0ings Gazatte. 2 drasicn of Lee Enteronsey |

luf{ina For
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Plans proceed  Black Rock/Some Nevadans

on Black Rock -
conservqr[io

Tao fast, critics
s$ay: Some in
Nevzada upset;
Congress has vet
to approve it

By Frank X. Muilsn Jr,
REND GAZETTE-JOURMAL

3 E7
tral

. The Depuramess of the L

Interice zirsady 18 makin
wlans for che Black R

eserx to become 4 foder |1

zl ~eprarion area, a
b 12z has Nevada
fo. the designavion

upset because Cangreas
hasn't even approved the
ptan.

“Here's 2 measure bein
pushed by a handful o
environmental  groups,
which i3 cpposed by 18
Nevada counes, the Neve
xda Associzton of Coun-
fles, the QOVEIROTL ared rug-
idents and dhie people wha
usg the desers,” sard Don-
na Pocer, an oppoavet of
the conservition area des-
ignadon. :

*The bill hasn't even
passed asnd the govern-
ment is airtady planasing

for its implemenmnod, It
2 federal land grab that
they seem to H 31
shars dank.”

Les Boni, assistant field
marager with the Baegzn
of Land Managoment
office in ‘Winnemugca,
caid Wednesday that the

¥ e
8.0 Gazatten Journal
Deparument of Intsrior
asked his office to devel
* ﬁmt mfﬁngh Gb Ed#;c L
and a ron t o
whar the BLM would
nesd ro pian for the cone
FLSTRCOL .

e wers asked o loak
ar what it would ake o
do the job if the Black
Rock Destrr weiz 0
baoome s Dadoas] Con
servsrion  Ares,” Bonl

e
o,

The
Bore Dhiew, bot opper
Dedine,, bus apﬁ
nests 8 designa
aiiltion sores of rhe Rlack
Fosk Desere as conservar
tdon sad wi omax
ate outraged thae the gow
scnments i moving so
swvifly.

5oz BLACK ROUX on SA

Feom 1A

The bill hag passed the Senite
and is now attached 23 a rider
to an narsizred Wi, MR-3023,
dezling with lunmd arousd
Yurpa, Ariz.

The measure would designate
mors thas 700,000 acres of the
Black Hoek Desorr as s
National Conssrvavion Area
sod wouid desigpate 11 sther
parcelt as Wilderness Areas.

The detert, known for i
cenigranr rails snd che annusl
Burning Man Festival, is abour

150 miles northenst of Reno,

Bevare bill i backed by che
Siarrs Club, the Wiidsrness
Sociery and ozher envirpamens
e proups

e bill's sdvocares say the
praposal . specificatly protecrs
muiriple uses of he public
land, moiuding huazing, recre-
arion, gxazing and  special
weants ke the Burning Man
Fearival,

Croponenrs sad they sce the
bill's language as 2 thin smoke
gcreen because cha accepeed
uses can be changed wich the

‘put off by swiftness

B ‘We were told that grazing and multiple

uses would continue, but here there’s
already talk of buying out the in-holdings.’

" stroke of & pen.

“We ase univarsaily opposud
1o these {conservation zmd
wilderness) designations,” said

Larry Johnson, dirsnoe

Nevads Bighorns iinlimited
;0 e

and chaitman of the €
for Nevada Wildlie,

John Estifl, whn swne Soldiar Meataws

s W S S

“When you research
Matipnal

zd.

Blagk  Rock LDesem,

Ranch

past
ansecvaton  Argas,
you e thar hondsg hay besn
Wizeiy rostricsed or gliminar

ohn Hsgll, who owns the
Saidier Masdows Ranch in che
said

of conservation planning

Wednesday chat s BLM official
aiready has mentioned che
sibility of the
ing his ranch if che desere be-
COomes & conscrvation ared.

“We were told thar graziog
and multple uses would condin.
ue, bur hese there’s slready zalk
of buying cut the in-holdings,”
b said, -

Pacrer said if the NCA pesses,
the Black Rock wall ﬁo ehe way
of many other federal conservar
ton areas. In seversl othex
areas, privace landbolders even-
vaally soid our and some uses

government buy-

were banned. _
“B ing we'er beea wor-
vied about wall come wue” she

suid. .

“It's abzeady coming wrue.
They ae already planaing for it
and the bl hRasn’t even
pawsad,”

Boni of the BLM said his
agzacy would have three yrans
o davelop 3 plan o manapy the
iand i the conservation area
bill gasses.

“We wonldn't be buning any
land, even then,™ he caid. “les
il pretiminary st dus gome”

-y
#

i
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Babbitt Signs Red Rock Canyon Plan

By LISA SNEDEKER, Associated Press Writgr

LAS VEGAS (AP) - Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt signed one of the nation's Jargest habitat
conservation plans Wednesday in an atiempt to pwwct threatened species while allowing devclopm:m
in t}ie fast-growing Las Vegas Valley.

'I”kis is the most advanced, complete habitat conseréatiezz plan in the West," said Babbitt, who towred
part of the 197,000-acre Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area before signing off on the plan.

Babbitt says the plan guarantees open space around Las Vegas to protect the exgaordinary landscape”
of coral-colored rock formations less than 20 miles from the neon-lit strip of the fastest growing
metropolitan area in the nation over the past decade.

"The are few places in the West that you can drive 10 to 15 minutes from a city and be out in the
wilderness,” Babbitt said.

Officials said the plan, also approved by the Bureau of Land Management, the U.S. Forest Service, the
National Park Scrvicc and coumty officials, allows developers to co-exist with the envirenment.

Under the new 30-year plan, the county can destroy planz and animal habitats but, in retum, it must
relocate the endangered species and assure their protection and survival.

The plan covers 79 species, including the silver-haired bat, the Red Raci:. Canyon aster plant and the
Southwestern willow flycatcher bird and could eventually include more than 200 species.

It is an expanded version of an earlier plan in which desert tortoises were removed from lands targeted
for development and then re-settled in protecied habitats:

A 10-year battle over the tortoises pitted conservationists against developers and nearly halted
development in much of the Southwest's desent areas.

02
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Office of the Secretary . Contact: Tim Ahern
For immediate Release: August 11, 2600 - (2023 208-6416 ,

Babbitt Makes Monument Recommmendations to President Ctinton

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbiit today sent President Clintos recommendations that 2 new
national mopument should be created in Anzona, and another existing monument expanded in 1daho,
under the Antiquities Act of 1906,
* k]

He proposed creation of the Vermulion Cliffs National Monument in northers Arizona, near the
Grand Canyon. In sddition, the current Craters of the Moon National Monument in central Idaho would
be expanded. ‘

“Both of these recommendations cover unique, spectaculsr landscapes,” said Babbitt, “So far,
they have been untouched by developrent or sprawl, but the West is expanding rapidly, and this is the
time to act. i we protect these wonderful open spaces now, future generations will be able to marve] at
them just as we do.”

In recent months, Babbitt has visited both arcas 2 number of times to meet with local residents
and oificials,

The 1906 Antiquities Act authorizes the President to create tational monuments on federal land
to protect ebjects of historic or scienttfic interest, More than 100 vational menuments have been ¢reated
by almest every president, including some of the nation’s best-loved places such as the Grand Canyon.

Vermilion Cliffs « The proposal covers 293,000 acres of federal land on the Colorado Plateau in
northern Arizona, The area is a geologic treasure, covering the Pariz Platesu and the Vermilion Cliffs
and ranging in elevations from 3,100 feet to 7,100 feet. The area contains a number of ancestral buman
sites. It would hc mianzged by the Bureau of Land Management.

Craters of the Moon - The current Craters of the Moon monument, created by President
Coolidge in 1924, covers 54,440 acres of craters and lava flows. The expansion would add an additional
661,000 acres of federal land, primarily south of the current monument, to eucompass the eatire lave
field, The lavs Bows in the additional fand would be managed by the National Park Service, while the
rest of the land would continue to be managed by the Bureag of Land Management,

Note to Editors: Maps of the proposed sites can be viewed at:
http:/fwww.dol. gov/doipress/newmonuments, him
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Clmton Creates 4.

Natlonal Monuments

Sites in Colorado,
Washington, Oregon,
Arizona Protected

By Caantxs Bastucrow
Waskington Poss Seaff Writer

Qe of the Columdia River's fewr fres-fowring,
retches, a vich srchasological site in Colorado and
wo other westery sites will be protecied as cational
monuments, the White House anaounesd yesterday.

President Chuton is involdng the 1906 Antinuities
Act 1o add pew beyers of protection to thw lands 2l of
which are under fsdernd coatrob An Ovegon moeas.
tain range and ap ireawood forest in Arizona rognd
out the newsst batch of autionst gomonents,

Several presidents, Republican and Demmoorss,
Fave used the Anticuities Act 15 ake such dexigne

mmmmpmmmw
ited Waahington state yestzrdey to togt the toe new-
mmmxbs Nortbwest, 2 by oo
eground, He vaetl 3 pocwer dost 1o Guvel a

mm&mﬁm'}mm ol the Co»

Siskivou National Mompnent in south-central Ore
< gon, akmg the Catiforsix border, it inchales Sode

Mw.amwd about 53,000 acres cmy
silod by the Baresn of Land Management.

“These lands are among America’s great mtusal
Ireasures, and we owe it to future generations o pre-
serve them,” thevicemdcntmd.%mm
30 that, years from now, Americans will stil be able
to paddie fresflowing waters and hike pristine
mhemmthmexmfdimrymhudw
natural hentage.”

AL the White House, officials desceibed the other
Tan new motutgents: The bromwenod Rorest Narionas!
Monument, exr Tucson, cortains stands of aacient
ween and cuany spacies of birds and animais they
sail. The tew Canyons of the Ancisats Mutionsd
Monument will be in southwest Cotlorsdo's Four

deigne
mmmﬁmmﬁem&mm&
m, prestures for new miniey of Kging activities, .
and otber threais. Bt seversl wegern Repubiicuns |
mmwmmm&wmm
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Clinton ui'ged to protect lands wit}

4 more national monuments

We mag not have another chance

efore ¢

ey are lost,’ Babbitt says.

Jut action angers sorne in Congress

By Fredreka Schouten
Cannett News Service

WASHINCTON - In & a‘ng;
aimed at prorecting MR
interior Secretary Brice Habbigt
recommended Wednesday that
President Clinton declare fur new
nagonal monumerits,

They include an untamed stretch
of the Columbia River in Washing-
1o, which is 4 for sPawmng
saimon, and the Canyon of the An-
cerds, a plateau in southwestem
Colorado d with remains of an
ancient Indian cviljzation,

“These are priceless natural larxd
scapes that have somehow (e
mained aimost untouched by ex.
phaitarion, development axd urbun
sprawl,” Babbit said. “But we ae

iosing open space: day, We
may oot have mzzgr% be
fore they we lost® The proposed
TORLINENS 3o

» Ernpire Ranch, 3 135000-xre
swath of Arizona's Sonoran Desert,
25 miles west of Tucson, that &
home 10 Ziant Saguary Cartus and 2
forest of wonwood trees that <an
live fo;mézm&ﬁﬁ ass. Hapxd
growth in the region st
development 1o the adgs of the for

est,

' gekbcm 52.00&90%5{&22%%
cade Siskiyou region of souther
Oregon, including 30da Mourtain,
wihtich scientists have described as
one of the most b diverse
spets in North America, The ares is
home to old growth trees that
serve as s owl habitat and
some 100 varienies of butterflies,

» The Hanford Resch of the Co-
lumbia &ms;ié:;& south-contral
Wishirigton ot A
salmon abognd on this freediow-
ing, Shamile streteh of river, it s
within the Hanjord Nixiear Reser-
vation, which produced shaonium
for nuclear weapons.

e thie 19405, public xcess o the
reservation was closed. Erviro-
mentalists fear farming and devel.
opment coukt thireaten one of the
few heaithy ing areas. re-

in the Pacific

ing % more than 16000 years ago.
The arsa comains more than
260060 ical sites, from
arcienr o i t swext
will be fost 7 subwban sprawl and
increased tourtee traffie

In mox caves, the mosumenss
are ofLEmits tn commercial devel-
spment, but generally remain open
1o recrestion, hunting and grazing.
derals on what activities would be
banned would be disciosad when
Clinmon creates the monuments,

There 8 00 gu Cinfon
will s fmonuments, Bur

* 0 far he has followed Babbitt’s ad-

vke, crealing or expanding
year aione,

bilTs move. But the monument
desigrations angd Clintor's use of
the Antiquiries Act, a 1906 brw that
aliws  presidents o unilaterally
protect public land, infuriate some
fongressional Republicans.

theodore . wsevell pioneered
use of the law “ranklin Roosevelt
refined & And Harry Truman,
Dwight Eisenhower and jonmy
Calter were among those making
serious use of it L

fep. fim Xolbe, RAriz. who

ing on legsiaion o potecr

200,008 acres of desert near the s
proposad ionwood National Mo -
et in Agzm said he was dis
appointed by Babbiit's move.

“Deciaring swaths of laxd

‘ as monurments PR SO

gressional xtion.” Koibe sad,

Ser. Gordon Seith. 8-0ve., sad
he is ot opposed By enhanced id-
eral protection for sensitive land,
oy he argued that the administrg.
- gior’s approach “discands the hu-,

man and property and legal proc-

2555 WE ity OuF COUNTIY

s 2 very beavy-handed Jp-
proach.” Smith said.

Contribiting; Steve DiMegho,
Gannett News Service

More monuments

[eerior Secretary Bruce Babbit recommended
Wednesday that President Clinton declare
Torm newe rational enurnents in the West,

Hecovrunended as
npationat monurrwsts

Agua Fria

Thw Callbenia Coupseal {Hiny Wandy)
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Chnton Creates, Expands Four

National Monuments

Arizona Officials Complain About Federal Government
Controls on Use of Land in Western States

8y Ceazies Basiveron
Fashington fort Sisff Wter

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK,
Ariz., Jan. 11—With this pansnamic can
yon a8 a backdrop, President Clinton o
day vigoroualy defended his decision 1o
broaden federal protections far more than
a million acres in the West as necessary to
preserve acente areas for generations to
come,

After touring the Grand Canvor's
northern rim by helieapter, the presidant
signed documents <reating two new ok
tional monuments in Arizona and one in
California, and expanding an existing
monument in California. Then, speaking
to 4 few hundred supparters at Hopi Point
on the south rim, he repeatedly invoked
the name of Theodore Rogsevelt, the pres-
ident who gave federal protection to the
Grand Canyon on this date in 1908,

He noted that Roosevelt used the faden
al Antiquitiea Act to protect the canyon,
the same law that several other presidents

have invoked and the one Clinton used to-"

day to create the new monuments.
“This is not about locking lands upy it is
about freeing them from the pressures of

* development and the threat of sprawi, for’

ail Americans, for all ime,” said Clinton,
who woreaieathn;achtmthe clear but
chilly and breezy late meraing. Address.
ing a frequent criticism, Clinton said local
authorities and residents will have & voice
in the uses of the ands, which generaily
will zliew for recreation such as hiking
and fishing but will Timit amenities such 23
roada.

“In1 managing ithe new monuments,” he
szid, "we will continge o work closely
with {he local communities 1o ensure that
their views are heard and their intereats
are respectad,

Several Arizona Republicans, inetuding
Gov. fane Hell, declined 10 join Clinton to
day, complaining that the federsl govery-
ment uses (0o heavy 2 hand in wegern
states in comtrolling the rights to mining,
grazing, road-buiiding and water use. T

day’s ceremonies, and the criticisms by
those who did not attend, are bt the 1

“est example of longruaning tansions re

garding the extent io which this part of
the country shoald be protected and con-
srofied by politicians who see Honly anoe
casional vagations,

in many ways, ioday's debate ceninrs
more of and pride than on sey
tikelihood that the nowly declared mony
ments would fall prey to development,
Maﬁ&t%&a&mqmmnwmﬁy

owned, and the White House
sai:i existing mining and water rights "will
be maintained.” But 40 new mining claims
will be allowed, and “the rurrent prohibb
tion on off road vehicles will be made per-
manent” at the twe sew Arizons mong
meats, according to the White House

Hull and other Arizoma Republicans
have been careful to criticize (linton's
procedures without aftacking the notion
of gressrving scemic nnds.

“The governor is not opposed 1 pro
tepting this land,” said Hull's press secre-
tary Prancie Noyes. *She's disipoointed
that the peuple of Arizona were mm;ézte»

i waking Ghis decision.™ Sh
said Hull is not *trying to protect bisiness
interests™ because fow busingsy entarpris-
e are practical in the rugged and romote
areas in question,

Speaking with reporiers hefore his

speech, Clinton said administration offi-

cials consulted closely with local citizens
and officials hefore making his decision.
*Wa've tried ta be, and will always be, sen-
aitive to the coneerns and the legitimate
interesty of local people, but 1 think we've
done a good job with this,” he said,

He also pointed to o recent statewide
poil that found moat Arizons voters sip-
part federal protection of scenic or histor-
i sites, Sl marked by vast open and arid
tracts, Arizona nonetheless has gained 1.3
million new residents in the past decade,
creating pressures for new developments
and sprawl. Only 17 percent of Arizona
land is privately owned, The federal gov-
emment cwna 42 percent, the state swns

13 percent, and Indian reservations covet
the remaining 28 percent,

Clinton's ationa added 7,900 acres 1o
the Pinnacles Nativnal Manament south
of San Jose. He alss created these three
mOnmenis:

_®Grand  Canyon-Parashant  National
Momument, more (han 3 midlion aCres on
the northern ehn of the Grand Canyon,

® Agus Frin Notional Monumént,
71, 1800re site 40 mules north of Phoe
aix. it includes rock puchlos that were i
habited centuries ago,

# {alifornia Coaste] Hational Mong.
ment, which comprises thousands of is
lands, rocka and reefs along 340 miles of
Californis cozst,

CHrton was wined todey by Interior
Secretary Bruce Babbitt, s former Arizons
goverssr who long has championed ex-
panding the rone of protection around the
Grand Canyon. Speaking before the presi
dant, Rabbitt said Clinton “has wrilten ¢
il fiaai chapter to the prolection of ihis
canyon.”
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’ Protected Land . __;’ wegam O s
Prosident Clinton taday ; —
declared three new natiomal A
i monuments and expanded '
- & fourth.

= 1. Loastal Nationst Monument
Thousanrss of senall islangdy,
rgefe and rogks off the
Califgrra Coast,

1. Pinracies Satioral Monamaernt
o b expanded.

i ﬁrand Canyoa-Parashant Nationad ki«mmt
1,500 sguare miles of desert,

4. Rygua Friz Mations) Mostment
71.080 scres fillad with ingian ruins.

Wlde Open Spaces

Reutees
On the Grand Canyon's dm in Arizona, President Czlntm signs proclamations of mme new national monumants in the West, .2-
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Secretary Babbitt's Introductory Remarks at New National
%Iammmi Designation Ceremony (Grand Canyon)
. January 11, 2{}00

Thank you: thank you very much, | appreciate the introduction, Rob, And, | think | speak for everyone
here in giving & wim welssme from our community and our landscape to our President, who graces this
landscape and our efforts by his presence here today. Now, the President will acknowledge, I'm suwre, a
number of you. [ just want to say a special word of acknowledgment 10 the core group of people who, over
a campfire many months ago--all good things around National Parks, of course, happen over campfires . . .
. There really was a campfire at the core of this, and the participants were, among others, Rob Amburger,
the superintendent; Roger Taylor, the district manager for the Arizona strip; Alan O'Neill, the
superintendent of the Lake Meade National Recreation Area. I want to acknowledge Carmen Bradley, the
chair, Kaga-Pievou tribe, who has been an integral part of our efforts. And, [ would single out, among the
many environmental groups, Geoff Webb of the Weiss Foundation, who has beegn a stalwart in helping us
make this happen.

Mr. President, it was our familics and our ancestors and grandparents whao were here at the beginning of
the last century © welcome your predecessor, Theodore Roosevelt, to this canyon rim. And, of course, it

- was Theodore Roosevelt who began the process of protecting this extraordinary landscape when he used

the Antiquities Act in 1908 1o establish Grand Canyon National Monument, Now, our community and
many others recognized, as time went by, the job wasn't entirely done, because even Teddy Roosevelt
didn’t appreciate the vast expanse of this ecosystem. And then, in the 1920, actually early 1930's, Herbert
Hoover, in his last months in office, used that Antiquities Act to expand the protected area west to Tonto.
And, then again, in 1965, President Lyndon Johnson, beginning 1o appreciate the totality of this '
ecosystem, declared Marble Canvon at the top of this system to be a nationa! monument, again,
using--with the enthusiastic approval of the citizenry of this State--a wonderful stiute called the
Antiquities Act, In 1975, Congress looked at the work that Theodore Roosevelt, Herbert Hoover, and
Lyndon Johnson had done under the Antiguities Act and said, "This work is well done,” and wrapped all
of these areas into Grand Canyon National Park. The Congress then looked at the uncompleted work on
the area that we have flown through today--nearly a million acres--a part of the headwaters and the
drainage of this extraordinary canyon. The Congress walked up 1o it, hesitated, and sawd, “We'd like the
Secrerary of the Interior to study that for a few years.” Well, Mr. President, [ am very pleased to admit and
acknowledge that 25 years later those studies have been done, and | made a remmmendanon to you, and,
well, 1 tet you state the result.

It is a fabulous moment in the history of this canyon, because after a full century of looking at the totality
of this landscape, our President, President Clinton, has written a full, final chapter to the protection of this
canyon. Now, this new monument will be administered by the Bureau of Land Management in a
parmership that is also something new on this landscape--a partership with federal land managers,
including the Mational Park Service. And, it begins the emergence, under President Clinton, of the Bureau
of Land Management as a manager of important conservation arcas--the Headwalers Forest in California,
the Escalante Monument in Utah, the monuments of which the President will speak today. And, I think, in
that spirit, we can look aut at our canyon, a century later, and reflect upon the work begun by Teddy
Roosevelt, completed in our presence today by President Clinton, and reflect upon what President
Roosevelt admonished as he, in his own inimitable way, came and embraced this landscape a century ago.
He said, simply, "Keep this great wonder of nature as it is now. Leave it as it is. You cannot improve upon
it, not a bit. The ages have been at work on it, and man can only mar it. What you can do is 10 keep it for
your children, vour children's children, and all who come afier, as one of the great sights which every
American should see. Keep the Grand Canyon as it is.”

N
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Now. in order 1o introduce our President. [ would like w introduce a resident of our town, Flagstaft.
Arizona. [ am going to introduce her in two sentences. in her own words: itinerant nawralist. poet. and
grandmather--She leads groups into the Colorado Plateau's back country during the outdoor season. in the
winter, she explores interior landscapes. | take great pride in introducing to you a poet, historian. and
biographer of our canyon, Anne Wyler Walker,

e———
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PRESIDENT CLINTON AND VICE PRESIDENT GORE:
PROTECTING AMERICA'S NATURAL AND HISTORIC TREASURES

January 11, 2000
] |

President Clinton, in a trip today to Grand Canyon Natiopal Park, will sign proclamations creating three
new aational monuments - the Grand Canyon-Parashant National Monument and the Agua Fria National
Monument in Aricona, and the California Coastal National Monument. The President also will sign a

- praclamation expanding Pinnacles National Monmment in .
Cahifornia. The newly protected areas are slready federsl land and, beginning today, will be managed with
the overriding purpose of preserving thewr unique natural, sciemiﬁc and bistoric features.

A Century of Land Stewardship Among the tools ava;iable to the federal govemment to preserve
America's natural heritage is the i&maqmucs Act, which authorizes the President to create national .
monuments on federal land to protest “objects of historic and scientific interest.” The Actwas passed by
Congress in 1906 and first used by President Theodore Rooseveli who, precisely 92 years ago today,
created the Grand Canyon National Monument -- the core of what later became Grand Canyon Park. In

the vears since, almost every President has protected natural and historic sites under the Aci. These lands,
some of which Congress later degignated as parks, include Death Valley, California’s Muir Woods,
Alaska's Glacier Bay, Wyoming's Grand Tetons, portions of Washington's Otympic Peninsula, New
Mexico's Carlsbad Caverns, and Utah's Bryce and Zion canvons. Today, more than 100 monuments i 24
states and the Virgin Islands protect some 70 million acres, about 10 percent of all federal lands.

. New Monuments for a New Millenniam, A year ago, President Clinfon requested Interior Secretary

~ Babhbitt to report to him on unique and fragile federal lands in need of protection. After extensive study
and close consultation with local citizens, state and local officials, and members of Congress, the Secretary
recommended the following lands, which the President is today protecting as monuments:

--Grand Canyon-Parashant Natienal Monument - Just over | million scres of deep canyons, mountsins,
and buttes on the north rim of the Grand Canyon swith a vast and colorful array of geologic features;

7 evidence of prehistoric peoples; relics of | Sth-century settlers; and diverse plant and animal life, including
rare species such as the Califormia coadoz and desert tortoise. '

~-Apua Fria National ’i’ia:xument A 71,100-acre site 40 miles north of Phoenix
that contains some of the most extensive prehistoric ruins in the Southwest, including spectacular
petroglyphs, terraced agricultural areas, and rock pueblos once inhabited by aommuz}ities of several

[l
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thousand,

-~ alifornis Coastal National Monument - Thousands of islands, rocks and reefs zlong the 840-mile
Caldfornia coast providing critical feeding and nesung grounds for seaburds, including the threarened
brown pelican; and for marine mamanals, including the threatened Sieller sea lion.

--Pinnacles National Monument - A 7,900-acre expansion of Pinnacles monument south of San Jose
{created in 1908) to help preserve the monument’s unusual rock formations, its watershed, and itoporntant
habitat for species including golden eagles, pratrie falcons, and red-tailed hawks.

The overriding purpose in managing these lands will be pratection of the unique natural, scientific and
histotic features identified in today's proclamations. Valid existing rights, such as water rights and prior
mining claims, will be maintained., (ther existing uses, such as grazing and hunting, generally will not be
affected {although hunting will no longer be permitted in the Pinnacles expansion area), At the Arizona
monuments, the current prohibition on off-road vehicles will be made permanent. No new mining claims
may be filed and, in'seme areas, the proclamations reserve water rights for the federal government.

ol
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release = December 14, 1999

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
ON LAND PRESERVATION

The Roosevelt Room
11:52 AM. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Secretary Babbitt and Geerge Frampton and all
the members of our administration are glad (o welcome the environmental leaders who are
here tday.

At the dawn of this century, Theodore Roosevelt defined America's greatcentral task as
"leaving this land even a better land for our descendants thar it is for us.” This is the vision
of environmental stewardship that has inspired our Lands Legacy Initiative, the historic plan
I unveiled earlier this year to protect America's threstened green and open spaces.

Two weeks ago, | had the great honor of signing into law the funding for this Lands Legacy
Initiative. Although much of the news of that day concentrated on budget victories for
extucation and public safety, it was also a remarkable day for the eavironment, With one
stroke of the pen, we made it possible to add hundreds of thousands of acres to our
children's endowment of natural wonders -- places like New Mexico's Baca Ranch, home to
one of North America's largest berds of wild elk.

Today, { will be sending to Congress a list of 18 additional natural and historic sites we
propose to protect with new Lands Legacy funding, Our list includes section of Hawaii's
Hakalau Forest, which supports hundreds of species of rare plants and birds, It includes
¢ritical habitat on Florida's Pelican Island, where Theodore Roosevelt gstablished the
nation's very first wildlife preserve. It includes the birth home and burial place of Martin.
Luther King, Ir.

We now have funding to protect all these places. We have willing sellers, and we look
forward 1o speedy review by the appropriate committees in Congress.

I'm also pleased to report on the status of yet another effort to protect the lands we hold

sacred. A year ago, [ asked Secretary Babbitt to report to me on unique and {ragile places

that deserve to be protected as national monuments. This morning, Secretary Babbitt

presented me with his recommendation that I use my executive authorify to create three new

national monuments in Arizona and California, and to signt ﬁcantiy expand another in

California, 3
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Each of the sites already belongs to the American people, and no land purchases wouid be
required, But giving these lands national monument status would ensure they would be
passed along to future generations, healthy and whole.

" The first of the proposed new monurmnents is located on the northern rim of the Grand

Canyon, and it consists of stunning canyons and lonely buntes, shaped by the hand of God
over millions of ycars

The second, a desert region in the shadow of rapidly expanding Phoenix, is an
archaeological treasure trove, containing some of the most extraordinary prehistoric ruins
and petroglyphs in the American Southwest, The third, off the coast of California, would
encompass thousands of small islands and reefs that serve 23 essential habitat for ses oters
and sea birds forced from the shore by extensive development.

Finally, this proposal calls for expanding Californiz's Pinnacles National Monument, thc site
of the spectacular volcanic spires and mountain caves,

Secretary Babbitt's recommendations come as a result of careful analysis and extensive
discussions with local citizen, state and local officials, and with members of Congress. And
[ will take them very seriously. [ expect 10 make a decision on the sites early next vear,

Like Theodore Roosevelt, [ believe there are certain places humankind simply cannot
improve upon -- places whose beauty and interest no photograph could capbire, places you
simply have to see for yourself. We must use this time of unparatleled prosperity to ensure
people will always be able to see these places as we see them today.

There is no greater gift we can offer to the new millennium than to protect these treasures
for all Americans for all time,

Thank you véry much. (Applause.}

END 11:59 P.M.EST
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FProposed Grand Canyon-Parashant Naticnal Monumaent

Location:

" The proposed monument is iscated en the Colorado Plateau in northwestern Adzona,
within the drainage of the Calarado River. it borders Grand Canyon Nationsi Park 1o the south,
the state of Nevada ta the west, and encompasses a portion of Lake Mead National Recreation
Area.

Description:

The groposed monumant’s remote open, undeveloped area and engaging scenery is
located on the edge of one the most beautiful glaces on earth - the Grand Canyon, This
1,017,000 acres of faderal land{1} 804,000 acres arg owned by the Bureau of Land
Management and 213,000 acres are in the Lake Mead National Recreation Area. 18,000 acres
of private tand and 22,00C acres of state land are aiso located with in the boundary (1} is a
scientific treasure holding many of the same values that have iong been protected in Grang
Canyon National Park. Deep canyons, mountains, and lonely butles testify to the gpower of
geclogical forces and pravide colorful vistas. its Paleozoic and Mesozoic sedimentary rock
layers are relatively un-deformed and un-obscured by vegetation, providing a unique view into
the geologic history of the Colorade Plateau. The proposed monument encompasses the lower
portion of the Shivwits Plateau. Much of the proposed boundary follows the divide between the
Grand Canyon and the Virgin River drainage to the north. The Shivwits Plateau (which is
bourded by the Grand Wash Cliffs {o the west and by the Hurricane Cliffs to the east} is a part
of the targer Colorade Plateay of the region. To the south are the Parashant, Whitmore, ‘and
Andrus canyons, The Shivwits Plateau forms an important watershed for the Colorado River
and the Grand Canyon, Beyond the phenomenal geological rescurces, the proposed
monument contains countless biclogical, archeolagical, and histerical resources. This area will
be zmmaszngiy threatened by potential mineral development and by intensive recreational use
from fast growing urban areas in the region.



Managerment:

The federai fands within the propesed monument areé managed by the Department of the
interior through the National Park Service (NPS, within the boundaries of the Lake Mead
National Recreation Area) and the Bureau of Land Management {BLM). This arrangement
would continue, but would ba subject to the overriding purposes of protecting the scientific and
histonic objects for which the monument was created. Currently permitted livestock grazing,
hunting, fishing, and similar activities would generally not be affected, nor would the designation
affact state or privaie property or other valid existing rights such as water rights.

Process: '

President Teddy Roosevelt first set aside a portion of what is now the Grand Canyon
National Fark under the Antiquities Act in 1808, In 1918, Congress converted the Grand
Canyon National Monument to a national park. Additional lands were made national
monuments by Presidential Prociamation in 1832 and 1989, Congress enlarged the Park in
16975 to inciude these lands, but that Act el open whather several drainages nornh of the Grand
Canyon should he protected and directed that the Secretacy of the interior study and issue a
report on these lands. Most of the studied fands are inciuded within the propoesed monument.

in November 1998, Sacretary Babbitt went to Northerm Arizona and began a dialoque
that has included twe mora visits, hwe farge public meetings, and more than 59 other meetings
with concemedd local governments, tribes and other groups regarding the future of these landy,
~ Congressmar Bob Stump introduced a bill {H.R. 2785) that would actually have lowered
protections in existing law, thus allowing the degradation of thase lands in perpeluity. Senator
Kyi als introduced legisiation on this subject {S. 1580}, but no hearings have besn held on it,

Propoaad California Coastal National Monument

Location:

The propused monument would include alf the isiands, rocks, exposed reefs, and
pinnacies above the high water mark owned by the U. S Government along the 840 milg
California coast, extending out for 12 miles. {Because of the scaltered smali bits of land
invalved, acreage cannot be readily calculated and is not meaningful)) [siands, rocks, exposed
reefs,
and pinnacies already appropnated or reserved for other purpeses would not be affecited.

Description: : ,

The proposed monument is a biological treasure. A crucial pait of the fragile coastal
ecosystem, the islands, rocks, exposed reefs, and pinnacies off the Califonia coast are part of
the near-shore ocean zone that begins just off shore and ends at the boundary between the
continental shalf and the continental siope. The proposed monument coMtaing many
geologic formations that provide unique habitat for bicta, such as sensitive feeding and nesting
habitat for an astimated 200,000 breeding seabirds, including gulis, the endangered California
least tern, and the brown pelican. Development of the mainland has forced seabirds that once
fed and nested in the shoreline ecosystem to retreat to the proposed monumant. Thera is alse
forage and breeding habitat for several mammai spacies such as the threatened southern sea
otter. Future economic or commercial development as well ag some recreational use threaten
the objects of the proposed monument.

Management.




The federal lands in the area are currently under the jurisdiction of ithe Bureau of Lang
Management (BLM) in the Department of the Interior, After a monument designation,
n;anagament would continue under the BLM's existing authorities for the predominart purpose
° )
protecting the abjects for which the monument was created. Currently California State
Department of Fish and Game manages the area under a Memorandum of Understanding with
the BLM. This arrangement could continue {with any necessary revisions o the MOU) following
the establishment of the propased monument. The proposed manument would not enlarge or
diminish state or federal reguiatory authority over fishing, oil and gas developmert, or ather
uses of adiacent waters, '

Process:

Proposais to protect the California coastline have generally been met with wide
acceptance. in June 1989, Congressman Sam Farr of Monterey, California, introduced, for the
second time, a bill fH.R, 2277} to dasignate these isiands, rocks, exposed reefs, and pinnacies
off the coast of Califomia as wildermess, No hearings have been held on this bill. In September
1999, Secretary Babbitt, accompanied by Congressman Farr as well as state and community
leaders, visited the coastling 1o discuss protection for the rocks and isiands including possible.
designation as a nationai monument.

Propoged Aqua Fria National Monument

Location:

The proposed monument is located in central Arizona approximately forty miles north of
central Phoenix. The 71,100 acres of federal land comiprise two mesas: Perry Mesa and the
adjacent, smaller Black Mesa — the public iand to the north of these mesas, and the canyon of
the Agua Fria River. Elevations range from 600 feet above sea level ajong the Agua Fria
Canyoern to about 4,300 feet in the northem hills,

Dascnption: .

Tha proposed monument ¢ontaing one of the most significant systems of late prehistoric
sites in the American Southwest. Its ancient ruins offer insights into the fives of those who long
age inhabited this pant of the desent southwest. Alleast 450 prehistonic sites are knowrni 1o
exist within the proposed menument, and there are likely many more. Many intact natrogiyph
sites within the propased monumerd contain rock ant symbols pecked into the sutfaces of
vaulders and cliff faces, The area also holds an extraordinary record of prehistoric agricultural
features, including extensive terraces bounded by lines of rocks and other types of landscape
modifications. |n addition to its rich racord of human history, the proposed monument containg
other objects of scientific intarest: a diversity of vagetative communitios, 2 wide array of
sensitive wildlife species, and native fish, The area, vital open space on the northem gdge of
the rapidly expanding Phoenix urban area, has atready suffered from extensive vandalism.

Management:

The proposed monument would continue to be managed by the Bureau of Land
Management for the predeminant purposs of pratecting the cbjects for which the manument
was created. Currently permitted livestock grazing, hunting, fishing, and similar activities would
generally not be affacted, nor would prvate property within the boundary {1,440 acres) or other
. valid existing nghts such as water rights.



Process: :

Secretary Babbitt initiated a precess in July 1889 to solicit public input and advice about
ihe future management and protection of the Agua Fria region, meeting with leading
archeclogists, Arizona State officials, and staff from the Arizona delegation. Three public open
houses were held in nearby communities in September 1999 specifically to discuss the area's
. possible designation a8 g nations! monument.

in Cctober 1999, the Bureay of Land Management forwarded to the Secretary a report
of the meeting discussions and an assessment of future management.

Pinnacles National Monument Proposed Expansion

Location: _
Only 85 miles from San Jose, California, Pinnacles National Monument is about halfway
between Hollister and King Cily, California,

{escription:

Pinnacles National Monument was created by President Theodore Rooseveit in 1908 to *
protect Pinnacie Rocks and the series of caves underlying them, both of scientific interest, Two -
primary drainage channels cut water gaps through these rocks which were roofed over as large
rocks spilied off the adjacent cliffs, siid down the slopes, and became wedged in the tops of
gaps to form the talus caves of the monument.

The propased boundary enlargement is vitai 1¢ the continued preservation of Plenmacles
Nationail Monument's resources. In addition to conlaining pieces of the same fauils that have
greated the tremendous geological formations throughout the manument, the expansion langds
hold some of the headwaters of he monument basin. Over millions of years, flash floeds and
currents of streams have helped to sculpt the geological features of the monument. The
expansion lands alsc hold important habitat for raptors {such a8 prairie faicons, golden eagles,
and red-tailed hawks), amphibians, and reptiles. The area is threatened by exurban
development and by watershed degradation,

Management:

The 7,960 acres of adjacent public lands would be transferred from the Bureau of Land
Management to the National Park Sarvice and managed under the same laws and regulations
that apply te the rest of the monument. Wildemess Study Areas in the expansion lands would
continue to be managed in accordance with the Federal Land Policy and Management Act, '
Although 2,850 acres of private land ars inside the expansion boundary, the private fand
owners will be unaffected by the designation unless they choose o sell, in which case the lands
would become part of the monument,

Process: .
Pinnacles was originally designated by President Theodore Roosevelt in 1208,
consisting of 2,060 acres, and was expanded five imes by subsequent Fregidents and once by
Congress, This proposed expansion - discussed at length in local communities in recent years
- would bring important pieces of adjacent public land into Pinnacles National Monument. An




expangian, alang with wiiderness designation, has on two occasions been proposed by
Congressman Sam Farr of Monteray, California. No committee hearings have been held on his
bilt (H.R. 2278). Secretary Babbitt visited Pinnacles National Monument and the adjacent public
lands in October 1999 to discuss the expansion proposal with private ranchers and mher
landowners, and commuynity and environmental leaders.



WITH FY 2000 LANDS LEGACY FUNDING
* December 14, 1989

In the recent budget agreement, President Clinton secured $852 millicn in FY 2000 for his
Lands Legacy initiative, a*42 percent increase. About a third of the funding will support efforts
:qy szhatefs and communities to protect farms, forests, urban parks, and other local green spaces.
ueh o .
the rest is committed to federal acquisition of New Mexico's Baca Ranch and other designated
lands, from the Everglades to the California desent. The remaining $35 million is available for
federal acquisition and protection of other sites. Teday, the Administration is proposing to the
Appropriations commitiees, that the $35 million be used to profect the following sites:

COLORADQ

Gunnison Basin -- This $2.5 million proposal would allow the Bureau of Land Management to
help preserve critical sik and Bighorn sheep habitat, communities of threatened and
gndangered species and scenic views,

Silver Mountain ~ In a partnership with the local community, $5 million would be used by the
Forest Service 1o acquire lands located near Telluride, This acquisition would provide -
protection of wildlife habitat and alpine ecosystems and would preserve valuable public
recreational resources and open spaces. The historic Alta Townsite would also be preserved
and managed under the agreement.

FLORIDA

Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge — The FY 2000 interior and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act includes $2 million for the Fish and Wildiife Service to acquire land for
Pelican Island. And additional 34.6 million would allow the Service to acquire two key tracts to
protect the Igtand's historic and scenic values from residential development.

GEORGIA

Martin Luther King, Jr., National Historic Site —~ $3.5 milfion of funding wouid provide a
significant down payment toward acquisition of properties surreunding the birth home and burnial
piace of Martin Luther King Jr,, including the King Center. The King family intends o donale
the hirth home and burial to the Park Service upon compigtion of those acquisitions,

HAWAI

Hakalau Forest National Wildlife Refuge — The $1.8 million proposal would aflow the Fish and
Wildlife Service to avquire a portion of the McCandless Ranch, which supports the fast
remaining wild population of the alala, or Hawailan crow. This acquisition would enhance the
Sarvica's ability to control alien species and manage the native plants and animal populations.

IDAHC
Sawtooth National Recreation Area - This year's budget includes $1 million for the Forest

Sevics to make easement acquisitions for critical habitat of threatened and endangered fish
» gpecies, like bull trout and Chingok salmon. The additional $1 million proposed today would




heip move the Service towards acquiring the remaining 37.5 million of high priarity land just
east of Boise,

MINNESQOTA

Chippewa National Forest -~ Located in northern Minnesota, the Chippewa Nationat Forest has

a boundary that overtaps with the Leech Lake Reservation. The new $350,000 proposal would .

allow the Forest Service to complete acquisition of a 146-acrs tract on the shoreline of Lsach
Lake, by ensuring that a large span of the lakeshore remains untouched by encroaching
development and by protecting wetlands and white cedar swamps.

Superior National Forest - Funding of $500,000 would allow the Forest Service 1o acquire a
key lake front property for recreation and resource protection. This parcel features Native
America burial sites, proposed Wild and Scenic River lands, and wilderness entry points,

NORTH CARQLINA

Lake Logan - This years budget includes $1 million for the Forest Service 1o acquire portions
of a jract within the Pisgah National Forest. An additional $1.25 million would enable purchase
of mare of thig tract, which adioing the Shining Rock Wildemess near the base of Cold
Mountain

Pmsamﬁg these undeveloped lands would protect wildemness and fish and wildlife habitat,

TENNESSEE

Gulf Tract - This year's budget includes $3.5 million for the acquisition of this tract, which is
four miles from the Great Smoky Mountains National Park and borders six miles of the
Appalachian Trail, The additional $1 million proposed today wouid aliow the Forast Sewvice to
complets the

- acquisition.

Stones River National Battlefield - This year's budget includes $1.5 miliion for the National Park
Service to purchase land within the national battlefield. Ths $2.8 million Title VI request would
be used to complete all necessary land acquisition within the current boundary of the national
batttefield.

UTAH

Bonneville Shoretine Trail -~ This vears budget includes $750,000 for the Forest Service to
compiste the Bonneville Shoreline Trail to serve as an artery for access to other trails and
provide urban recreation to more than a million people in the Salt Lake area. An additional $1
million proposed today would allow the complete acquisition of the Harvey property and
continued land purchases along the urban interface. '

Grand Staircase-Escatante National Monument ~ The 32 million praposed today would allew
the Bureau of Land Management o protect key land from development, preserving the
numerous resources the property contains.

VIRGINIA



Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania County Battlefield Memorial National Military Pack -~ This
year's budget includes $2 million for the National Park Service to acquire several of the nine

tracts of private land within the national park. An additicnal $1 million would allow the Service
o

actuire more of these lands.
VIRGIN ISLANDS

Virgin istands National Park ~$1.§ million in funding would be used by the National Park
Service o buy a property knowr as Estate Maho Bay within the park boundary.

WASHINGTON

Mountaing to Sound Greenway - Thig year's budget includes 32.5 million & gilow the Forest
Servica 0 hegin acquinng lands as part of a gresnway along the 80 comidor near Seattle. An
additional $3.7 million proposed today would allow the Forest Service to improve public access:
to existing public land and enhance management of the fragile ecosystem, which supports
several threatened and endangered species.

WYOMING

Royal Teton Ranch - $500,000 would be used to relire grazing permits from willing sellers on
the recently acquired Royal Teton Ranch, just pulside Yellowstone National Park, ensuring
additional winter range for Yellowstone bison.

MULTI-STATE
Chattooga Wild & Scenic Ecosystem -~ The Chattooga Wild and Scenic River, flowing through
North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, is one of the Forest Service's most popular

recraation destinations in the South. $1 million would allow acquisition of cntical fand to protect
unique glant scommunities and provide habitat for threatened and endangered species.

#R
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— ‘irz ihe heart of Mon.

tana’s prairic, the Mis.
seun River guts throagh a
gorge adorned with ¢huning:
white limmestone ¢1iffs and
sragpy rock outeroopings —
aseene largely unchanged
since expiorers Lewis and
Clark fire drifted down the
river in 1865,

Almas! two centaries tater,
this fast fres-Howing stretch
afthe Mixsours r3des high on
President Clinton's list of
Aatuesl wondeors tipe (ot pro-
teoting, Already, Clinton has
unilateratly protecied vast
traets of 1he Westers fasg»
seape - {rom stands of giant
sequoias in Callformiatc a
1 300-square-aile sweath of
Anzona desery littered with
Billiop-year-oid rack fermas
tons and desp canyons.

He's aot Boished,

At the urping of Loterior

Bruce Bahbiet,
Chntan W Jooking =2 least ape
athar saven wnvironmentally
fragile arsas theeatened to be
engulfed in urban growth ot
ioved 15 death By 1ourists as
the West's population booms.

CENTRAL HMAHN U.8. interioy Smamry ;
pitt wanis new tederal profection for this free-flowing sireich
of the Misgouri River,

Combinad with the ad-
ministration’s effort 1o halt
resd building on nexriv s

wariey of federnd formstinnd,

inton’s Wovs to bestow
new protectics on millions
of acres could emerge as his
kangest-Issting environmen-
tal itgacy. Bul the president’s
action ignites controvessy in
the West, where some say it
will come al the pxpense of
rural aceas klready sruggling
o come 0 terms with &
LEOTRY. -

firuce Hab-

The battle Laes are cleardy
drawn o4 the rugged poairies
of central Montana, where
Bablits ix urging new federal
protacrian for an untamed,
14%-mile steereh of river
¥nown as the Misseuri River
Hreaks. The Missour Howy
st sh:;ir sliffs and sand-
Stone $ B0 SDECTEC.
lar that Mg?txm E:m
observed they fetembled the
seypains of clogaet buildings

Sco WEST on 124

3

ABQUTY THIS SERIES

Prasicent Clinton has mags
wisst racny of publicland in e
Westinto public-and sancue
arres. But Mis plans anges
many YWesteinars who say the
sresidant is erscting monu-
rrienia o himsei ol the exs
panae of rurs sreny,

- PAGES 11-124

in Nowaida: Protaclion st
forea for the Black Bock Sexen
center on Nevacis Sen. Ricn-
ardd Bryass's dnys o deciare a
national Gonswvation ared,

History ra ¥ Preq:.
dan: Cinton s following e
wragition of Teddy Fonsevsit,
Fraekiin Rocaevelt, Harry Tre
e aned Dwight Sisennover,
Reuco Bobbits ntenor sue.
ratary is cajoling Wasierners
) KBS STETE GAms.

COMING MOMBAY. .

In Ui President Cndon's
deciyraticn of the Grand Sk
cass-Excaiante National Mon.
wmant iy southsem Lish miat-
o4 & ol of [ezas Decauss they
wiere not consuited,

QAL ixsiiex that valge
cantroverey Detween
mendizgsrerantalists, rasicients,

o
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Use of Western lands divides residents

WEST {rom 1A

At pew waves of people discover
.1he stare — which experisnced a
10,3 pereent pepulation spurt 1o

Ihe past decade — some Mon-

" tapans fear that private farmland
ajong the Missoun will give way lo
10-acre “trophy ranches.™

“Qur new crops in Montana are
‘awn clipplogs ad no-trespassiog
sigs.” lamented Eugene Johnson,
aiifelong Montapan.

Jor.oton wants Clinton to make
the seczion of wild river the na-
sion's gewest narianal monument,
3ut razzhers tike Joy Crawford,
wie graws wheal aud barley and |
S2ises cattls apd sheep on about

7.500 acres of land near the river,

. 5aythey dop't peed more federal

aclp.

“[1hink we've been good stows
1r75 of the land,” Crawford saic,
[t Joesn't bave to be federally reg-
diated 1o be kept a8 pastine as it
rodav.”

1.B. Stone, a computer salcsag
2 irom Waitefixh, Mont., is even
.~ S107e blunt,

\  “We don't need your help,” he

4 told Babbitt at 2 crowded public

-meeting in Great Falls, Mont. “Wa
"don't want vour belp.”

... Babbitt, who barnstorms the

* West urping local communities o

- orotect gems like the Missocuri

©. River, 5aid be'd prefer to sec Mon-

.lana’s cangressional delegation de-

- vise its 9w protection pian. But if

rlawmakers don't act, Babbitt is

~likely to recommend Clinton usz
the 1905 Aptiquities Act, which

£ ves presidents unilateral suthogis

v 1o create pational monuments,

to pretct the Missourt River.

Thart doesn't sit well with Mon-
{_ana Sen. Canrad Burms, a Repub-

LA

-

“Thiy it the first administration -
that bas uacd the (Antiquities) Act

asa hammer, and [ doo't like to do
ousizess likz that,” Burns said.
“We don't have kings or emirs or

suitzns and potentates in this
country. We have a legisiarive pro-
cess.”

Conservation lepacy

The Missouri River is just one of
the natural splendors of the West
under considcration for protec-
tion. Others include:

B The Great Rift, 2 vast sen of
tava in south-central Idaho where
iatense volcanie outbursts cracked
open an §00-foot-decp gouge in the
Earth's surface.

W About 185,000 acres in south-
western Colorado studded with the
remains of byildings, pottery and
burial sites of the Anasazi, an an~
cient Indian civilization.

B Wasliugton's Hanford Reach,
4 §1-mile wild strerch of the
Columbia River, where hawks
swoonp ever the river from high
biuffs and elk and covotes roam
the zustere landscape,

B Oregon's Soda Mountain,
home 10 100 varieties of byrterflics
and conyidersd one of the mon bi-
ologically diverse areas in North
Amenca .

“This could stack up to be one of
the most important years for land
Arorection 1o many, man
decad ‘; s.lil M i &:mn. i~
Lector of Aang-protecton programs
for the Sicrrm Club,

Even if Clinton fuils to sct on he
remaining sites, he already has
madehistory,

Wielding the Antiquitics Act,
Clinton bas placed more than 3
millina xcres under national mone
ument protection. In doing so, be
transformad more public land in
the lower 48 states into national
monvments than any other presi-

4
Clinton fust invoked the arcanc
Jaw in 1996 to creata the nearly 2-
million-acre Grand Staircasc-
calante Monument in Utah,
putting the descrt landscape, dot-
ted with rust-colored canyons and
limestone rock sculptures, off lim-

Bureau of Land Manage-
mMent www.bim.gov
Misnaurl River Stewardse)
Www.miasouriiverstewaras.org
Roadiess area initlativet
http:/rondiess.fs. fed.us

is 1o mining,

This year, Clinton has been on a
conservation 1pree, creating or ex.
g_ahudinl five national monuments.

ey rangs frorm the Grand |
Canyown-Parashant Natioaal Mon.
ument, a |-mjllion=acre swath of
Arizona desest, to a 328,000-acre
preserve in California to pratect
the remaining stands of some of
the oldest and largest trees on
carth, the pant sequotas.

These paniosai monuments will
remain ruggsd and undeveloped,
Babbimr taid.

“These aren't places where you
afe guiog o flnd a ::;thur 10 give
your kids a carure .~ Babbitt
said of the new monuments.
"You'rc going to approach these
amat with some respect”

1daho Sen. Larry Craig, a Re-
publican, said Clinton’s manu-
ment detignations and his ¢ffort to
ban road building on 43 million
acres of forestland “is a very trans-
pareat attemnpt to create a logacy
for this president in & most insp-
proprigte way.”

Craig, a vocal Clinten critic, said
the president’s actions won't erase
the tarnish of his impeachment,

Whita House afficials counter
that history is already an their side.
More thag 100 nagonal monu-
ments have been designated sinca
1906; Congress had not overturned
any of them, Many, like the Grand
Canyen, became crown jewels of
the patjanal park system,

“1f It's an end-run around .
Congreas, it's onc with stunning ta-
partisan historical precsdent and is
generally recognized as having re-
milred in great conscrvation

achievements that most peagle i
the country iike," sa;a Georg:
Frampton, who heacs the Whita
House's Counci on Envirocmes.
taf Qualixy,

Changing West

_ In the past decade, the popula.
tion of 2ight Western siates —
Ncvada, Arizona, Colorade,
Idahe, Mottana, New Mexico,
Utah and Wyoming — skvrockeat-
ed by 25.4 percent, making the -
gion the fastest-powing area of the
country and ransforming an ccon-
omy that rehied heavily o logging,
grazing cartle and raising crops,

For instance, in {dahe, Micron

Techno!ofg, a computerchip
maker, is the statc's largeat com.
plover, with almost 10.000 cr thc
pavroll. Mcanwhile, :nimng 1obs in

‘the state stumped from 4,700 in
1980 to 2,600 in last vear.
As Western citiss prosper. sock-

cts of the sural West wither.

Some |40 miles north of 1dahe's
thriving cpilal of Boise. mcuced
loggng op naticgal forests pas ex.-
acted 128 1oi] og Elk Ciry, a towg of
about 600,

The loca! sawmill has eut jobs,
The school district that overtess
the aren saw it share of ‘ederal
timber proceeds dwiadle from $1.3
million several vears agn
$225,000 this year. Schoo! officials
cut hot funches, new textbook pur-
chasesaad sfter-school sports.

Egrollment has plummeted, too,
at the town's only schooi. This
year, 50 students attend the K-8
schoo), from 120 just [vur years
ago, saxd Susic Borowicz, who per-
forms triple duty as principal,
kindergarten teacker apnd sehool
SCOICTary,

Next year, she expects to lose an-
other teacher to [inanciog cuts.

Detpite the difflculties, Borow-
i<z said she bas no plansabanton
rursl lifa. ) i

“We bave a quality ¢f life thats
presious,” Borowicr said.
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WESTERN LANDS CONSERVATION AND CON FROVERSY

Bryan seeks

+

By Fradraka Schoutsn o ; _ ——— m—— R O O T v y—TT T

RENO GAZETTE-HURNAL -

TS

ASHINGTON o Beva .

da’s Black Rock Desert o

feroed for itk proneer drail,
deep canyons, rugged peakeand -
anciea! fske bed — doca el ppok
high on loterior Secretacy Bouoe . -
Dabbitt’s i of podential mitm]
ronuraenty,

Intend, cffortyio profect that

area of nobern Mevmda centeg o
Damocrazw Ben. Richard Beyan's -
tegisletion todo-
clare ihe desert 3
tatiansl conserva-

haschosen ot

;i t!numl?-

Badhitt, who haximvdcd 1he West
yisiling sites ihat could be prodect-
ed w3 nationzl manuments.

Asked if the sdminisization’s
position would change if Byyan's
gmpmni Toiled to becorne luw,

abbitt said: “} don't mow.”

“Fhis year sloge, Peesident Clin
toa has created or cxpanded live
nationat mogurenls « from &
preserve for sequoiak in Celifornia
ts 3 E-miflion-nore swails of Ari-
zoauk desert near the Qrand

national designation for

B N mitonM lena b g ondl et big

Canyon. ) BEAUTY OF BLACK ROCK: Migh ook Canvyon, located off Ihe Glack Hock Desert in northwestem Nevada.

Matiops! monanieat designg-
Lions, which 9(&:&::]::.&1: cha inwoke. allaw graviag, hunting and recre- degide which zctivities lo b, I corched covesod wagon THuces wprued ol Seyeage 12 gueotan) the
without congeessional approval, ation to coptinue, By controst, Bryan's bl is prinriby atmed  wast, Bovas's plao wonld creatc o rail aod vistus fronn develog
nsnaily shint ofl the dund to conm- Lungrmniahhxhe: aationad vun.  al proteoting the historic Apple-”  A00 OHDavee comprvalion arca maent,
merciat developrmen bof gonerally  serviison sreay, and lavemakory pate-Lassen Boigiant Vs, wlich  and croste wildooness s of un- Bryan said the podedizen is
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aew Rock

Hryan's g-&g WRW,ET-
ate.govi-bryen. The bl's huxt can
L found By going lo the "From the
Fioor” section of the sife,

r—

needed a1 Nevada's populslion
booms and puix increased pres-
sHre on oﬂnz spaces. Aad be zc-
gued Ructhor protection of the re-
gioe could prove £ lourisen boon
as Rena grapples with inceeased
compelition from ?&»w tasipox
it California.

But Brysn's legiciali 8n bz
preved controversis with canch-
ers, who fear new fedenai protec.
tion wilf bring Parther rosirio.
tioas srid aifest their wecess to
waicer,

Bryen said his fegislation docs
net sei specific bounderiey for
wildernions in 1 e proposed antion-
at conservetion srca becawss be
wanted Lo get pablic coaument,

But Bryan taid be has been dis-

. appointed with the isck of partiel-

paticn from the canching comme
ally.

foe Goitd, president of the
Wevadm Cultieron's Aswocialion,
which opposes Bryan's propocal,
sahd, “The conteryation args is
oot nccded beonuse shese arc ade-
fuile m«ﬁmnn._ﬂwm

1 can'i s downo snd negntivie
something with Sen, Beyan (hat's
appuscd by iny sssociatien,”
Finild suid

Ko far, Bryaa's legigiation hag
bocn fe subject of ihe Senste sob.
coastindlace hizarmg, but o vole
hiug by b plusled.



&

Many premdents
had predilection
for preservation

By Cavld Sidson protection in [ 908,
SANNET T NEWS SER VICH Presidrat Woodrow Wilson
d thad $0 yoars Jater. He cre-
ABSHINGTON ~ As the Katrani National Moo
Presidest Clinton shepes  mcat in Alwska, an area of minre
his pwn environmenial thae 1 mitlice scoes thal
legacy preserving huge chusks of uhimatcly suroed into one of the
b West, by principal tool s n nation's fargest national parks.
Zz':slcy nearty » century old, T waaeny casey, Copgress ulii-
al tool is the Antiquilics Act,  malcly bax made national monu-
8 1305 law that oy prosideats  meads into national packs. Both re-
have used to g6t aside publiclands  sfrict ot commercial antivilics
for protection -— often over the such ay logxing or mining, but
objections of Congress. Basential  monuments are mor flexible.
by, the taw atlows | pfwécaf to © Some siiow hunting, which & -
mm s outiopal park — arsorse  bagoed io 2ll adions) padks.
n’lo ame t it mﬁwag Ccan- . This cound of pow mopuments
nal comsent. +% s eapeeied to be more sextitive.
"!‘c:ddy Kooseveit mwred use ~ Futerioy Secretary Bruce Babbitt
of the law. Fraeklin Roosevelt ree  hat said the goal i3 minimal inten-
fined it. And Haroy Truniea, siog, The rew monuments wifl pot
Dwight Bisenkower nud iy ipchide visitors ceoler or ofher

ameoitics common in nalionat
purks.

Neither Theadpre Kouseeelt oor
Wilsen had to pay murh stication
o ncal seotbmest. i probably is
not rolnciderce thiat the two
lasgesd declaestioas they made
neder the sof weee tn Aricons and
Grand {Z:zzyx.m a4 & monpeat -~ Aluske, pre-statebond ternteries st
by wny standard o large sweep ol Lhe lime with s representution in

Carter were smong those making
sutions we ol it, protuciing sitey
from vaut foresis in Afssks 1o an
old barge canal belwees Maryland
w8 Ohio.

Afier miaking several modest
designations, Fheodore Rooseveld
declared 866,508 neres of the

= Faatwrmnts Fon ook Sipremc
THEODORE ROOSEVELT; ihe 26ih pm&sﬁanz seen abve Yusemsn
Fubs, pioneered the uso of the Anliquitios Act, which would set the con-
seryaiion slage lor decadss 1o come.

$ioy Act:
Proatdant Framilin Hon-
Amang the pretidents wiclding  sowslb. s 1943, Kousevelt co-
the big siick kaown as the Antigui-  ragod mmy s Cungress wheas he

{angress, Inall, Roosovell nsegd
theact 18 l&mm

.
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rochimed Tacksan Hole Nutional
onunvenl afier tTowmakers ve

fused Lo make it % palional park,
Cuongress sven passed bkegislution
o put the moakraens designation
op hold we gteeisely swhae many
lawmakess are sftempling to do
today with Chindor's inilistives.
When the bill passed, Rootevele
proroplly yeloed it, Congeess got
gven Lhough. in 1080, s

rated Fsckson Hole into Gea
szm Nationsl Purk and barred
further use of {he A atiguities At
in Wyoming, » claosy thl standy
todsy,

Presidend Trararue Trumen
uizd it just oncz, on an npconics.
¢d designation in Jows,

Presideni Elrsanbower. Fr-
poblicen BEsenhower mnswed use
of the Antiquitics Act inways that
miror today's controversy. {n
£941, he prockatmed the Chesa

¥e and Ohio Canal Netional

apument. The declarstion ame
during his final dayyin office,
sfter the Democratic Crmxmm had
turned xside cfforis o approve
praleclions for the barge canal,
wehich predated sailceads in Macy-
land and Ghio,

‘The chaisman of Ihe House Inte,
vior Commillee, Wayne Aspinall
ef Colorade, 2 Democral, was 5
incensad he Blocked meoey (o
mainigin sud operale Lhe new
momment fog the oexl 13 years.

Prasident Kennady. lic
mede a few low-key uses of the act
on wnall siles in the Southwesi,
principally arcas of American In-
dian reins.

Prosidont Johnson, tising
the ack not in the wikierness bul in
the heant ef urban America, lehn-

soq dectared the Statue of Eiberty
& natonal moowmeat,

Prasidont Bixon, Nover
toucked she faw, L

President Ford, the Michi-
gan ontive made ose of the st
aply twice, cxpandiag the Cabritio
Nalional Monument in San Phrgon

Hhacres snd establishing the
Yhpcre Buck Island Reef National
Monuaest just off 8t Croix U S
Viegio Islanads,

Preaidant Carter, The Geor-
gian took a puge oul of Roasewell's
playbeok and wscd It fn sweeping
fashion fo 1978, proctaiming 13
pew satinnal monuments ls Alas.
Ex over the shivctions of virtually
the catire Alasks congressionst
detepation. Congress Banatly sgrocd
to accept thie monuments into the
pationa park system in 1980 And
it bacred furthier mae of the Antig
uities Aot in Adaska, just as it had
in Wynming decadet befose.

Presidents Reagan and Bish
_agwin shelved the ant

Clintoo yediscovesed iLin 1994,
I thad yene, he osed il 1o doclare -
thie §.9 millson-sore Grand Stair-
casBaralante Nations! Moms.
et in Utah. Faithfoldo the his-
{ory of the law, ity use in Wiahk co-
raged dbe stale’s congressional del-

cgation.

Innll{ikelihnod, the wse of tlse
Bl < gtk rl:cxtnlly again wiclded
in April o declare the Sequoia Na-
twonal Monunent in Caliloroie
amid heated conxoversy w will
continne theough the fiosl manths
of the Clinton adminisiration,
More nipnurments 2ee expected in
California as well 23 in Oregon,
Colnrado, Afizona, Modtans,
Ulab and pechaps Mevada,
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Hull, Babbitt weighing preserve

By Judd Slivka
The Arzons Repubiic
Jaly 38,2000

Gov. fane Hull is negotiating with federal officials over ceding thousands ‘
of acres near Lake Plrasant 1o federal control as 2 navional conservation -
area.

Oftfigials confirmesd Thursday that Hull and {eterior Secretary Bruce Babbia
have discussed over the past erght months the creation of 2 protecied zone
northwest of Phoenix. including Lake Pleasant, the Hassayarnpa River and
Heils Canvon Wilderness.

The area ranges from the Hieroglyphic Mountains on the south to the
Prescon National Forest's southern border on the north. Much of the land is
used for grazing, :

Unlike the past three national monument designations in Anzona, much of
the land the federal government would protect must be obtained from the
state, Estimates of the state acreage invoived range from 72.000 acres, the
governor's estimate, to 103,250 acres, a federal estimate in February.

Hull's spokeswoman said Thursday that the governor is looking 1o use the
deal 10 even up an old land-exchange debt. Since statehood. the state claims
the federal government has w@aken 127,300 acres of trust land without
compensation.

"Both Secretary Babbitt and the governor believe we can’use this particular
transaction 1o wrap up a lot of the unfinished business wich land,” said
Francie Noyes.Hull's spokeswomnan, "{{ this goes the way evervbody hopes
it's headed, 1t will go a long way towards wrapping up the unfinished .
business.”

Babbint hiked around Lake Pleasant last month, leading to speculation that
the area soan would be designated a national monument on his
recopunendation, as happened with the Agua Fna and Grand
Canyon-Parishant national monwments eartier this year,

A third national monument, [ronwood Forest, north of Tugson, was
designated after the Pima County Board of Supervisors made a proposal to
the Interior Deparument. Babbitt was meeting with citizens in Page on
Thursday to study monument status for the Paria Plateau.



The Bureau of Land Managerment, which controls some of the land within
the proposed reservation. would ot comment Thursday, Spokeswoman
Chris Tincher cailed the Lake Pleasant issue "just a propesal .’

But federal and siate otlicials met earlier this week to agree on an appraisal
of the stare lands. Because state law prohibits true land swaps. one piece of
fand for another. Congress wouid have to authorize a "friendly
condemnaton.” in which the land was seized and the state received federal
tand. That rederal land would be scattered throughout the siaie.

Conversations have already been conducted with members of the siaw’s
congressional delegation about intreducing a bill {or the condemnation.

“We're not anticipating this would become a moasument,” Noves said. "We
anticipate a bill making (15 way through Congress and this being a national
conservation area,”

In a national conservation area. the public has recreational access and
development is severely restricted. Noves said current grazing allotments
would be honored. .

Hull has already protested once, with other Westem governors, about the
Clinton administration's sweeping way of designating federally protected
areas and occasionally grabbing up siate wrust lands in the process. But in |

this case, where an agrezment already will be in place that gives the state a
demonstrabte return, Hull is ready 1o go along.

“The govemor has a responsibility to the trust (which receives money from
state land sales),” Noyes said. "She's happy to go forward with this
transaction as Jong as we get the compensation.”
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Allard blames Babbitt for delay on Sand Dunes

Senator wants site to win status as rark

By Mighas! Romang
Denvgr. F?mky Mouniam N&ws Washington Burgau prati=e
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WASHINGTON ~ The Interior Department continues 10 shift its position on legislation that wauld
trangform the Great Sand Dunes National Monument into 2 national park, Sen. Wayne Aliard sajd
Thursday.

Allard, a Republican, says top Interior Depantment officials have varicusly expressed support, opposition
and neutrality on his bill to create a 39,000-acre national park in southern Colorado’s San Luis Valley.

He blasted Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt for apparently reneging on a promise to suppon the measure.

“i.ast December. a1 the Grear Sand Dunes, Secretary Babbitt pledyed his support in helping ger :his kil
through Congress this year,” said Allard. "His depariment’s decision o oppose my bill looks like that
pledge will not be honored.” =

Byt Interior Department officials contradicted Allard, saying they have always expressed objections 10 a
seetion of kis legisiation dealing with federal reserved water righis.

"W huve been consistent all year long in our prefercnces in how 1o deal with the water-nght's question.”
said Siephen Saunders, a deputy assistant secretary af the department. "There's not been any change ™

Saunders said the deparunent opposes Allard's bill because it would not guaranies an cppormn%zy for the
National Park Service to acquire ceriain water rights under state law,

He said a slighaly different companion bill in the Houge, which is sponsored by Rcﬁubiicazz Rep. Scott
Melnnis of Grand Junetion, would give the federal govemmt the opportuaity to apply for those nghts in
slale water gourt,

We worked out this comprormise provision in the Mclnnis bill,” Saunders said. “And wc support that bill,

have supported it and continue 0 suppont it.”
Melinis declined 10 comment.

Suunders, whose coneerns about the water-rights question are elearly stated in a transenpt of recent Senate
tesumony, sald Mclnnis™ bill would ensure that the federal government has the “mintrmum amount of water
necessary 10 fulfill the purposes of the park.”"
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Adand sard Ris il would maxe certaia “the federal government doesn’t take away Colorads's ngh
manage 1ty own water supplies.” '

Sean Conway, Allard's spggcsman, maintains that Sauncers did not cxpress opposition 1o any part af the
il when e wstified June 22 before 5 Senate subcomrmitize,
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Water words snag Dunes
park

e

180 Articles

Fely

#y Mike Soraghan
Denver Post Washington Sursau 1)

July 28, 2000 - WASHINGTCN - The Clinton
aamnistration says it still supponts (urning the Greag
Sang Dunesg National Manument ino 8 national park, i
just can't stomach the way U. 5. Sen, Wayne Allarg
wants 1o do i,

The adrmunigtration says Allard, R-oveland, ig the ane
causing probizms, becsuse when he introduced his Sand
Dlunes bil, e changed carefully crafted language on the
sensitive subject of water rights.

Ailard caunters that he can't get a straight answer from
administrazion officials as to what their position is,

"“We've got three different positions coming aut of the
Department of the interior,” Allary sald,

The fight that has erupted over the dunes this week has
ali the makings of 3 full-biown Washingion water war,
with contlicting stories of behing-the-scenes
negotiations about arcane points of water law. People on
tath sides say they're wliling to negotlate, but aicuse
the other side of dealing in bad faith.

The finger-pointing dims chances that the bill can be
passed this year, because Congress leaves Loday for ity
August recess, and has only 24 iegisiative workdays ieft
ity the year when it returns.

Senatons appear rejuctant to even hgld & commitiee

wole on the bill until the problem with the .
adrrinistration is resotved. In the House, supporters

have yel to find & way aroung the ppposition of U.5.

Rap. Joe! Hefley, R-Cole., who has the power 1o hottle

‘the pill up In committee,

The idea behing upgrading the monument near Alamoss
to park stabusg is to boost tourism and, more
importantly, to protect the San Luls Valley's water from
speculators, Legisiation to create the park, introduced
both by Allard and U.S. Rep. Scott Meinnis, R-Grangd
Junction, inclydes the purchese of the 100,000-agre

77
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Baca Ranee, the Sang Dures monument's nortrern
nawghnor.

The Bacs - separats from the ranch by the same name
In Mew Maxico ~ 1§ owned by Seckman’s Watar Co, If
the ranch is not 50id, Stockman's wants 1o export up to
154,000 acra~feet of valley water vearly to the Front
Range, a plan that has riled residents for years,

The rankiing question is hew much water the Park
Service will be able to get if the monument is declared 2
park, ang what it ¢an use that water far,

Clinton's interlor Departmarnt bad agreed to campromise
language that wouid allow park administrators to oblain
water nghts through Colorado law for water that thay
wouid leave in the streams 7o preserve tha sang guna
geasysiem. .

“San, Allard changed that compramise,” Stephen
Iaunders, the Clinton adrministration official wha
gversees the Pigh and wildiife Service angd the Park
Service, said Thursday.

Allard said the wording gave federal officials oo much
power and would set & bad precedent. Allard pul more
restrictive language in his bill. The agmimstration says
that Aflard's [snguage would allow it to oblain water
rights only foe human use, such as drinking fountaing or
pare restrosers, Molnnis, whose gistrict includes the
dunes, says the wording the admunistration likes iy Nig
bill is sufficiant 1O peotect the vailey's water suppiy,

"Samewhere out there is a mutually agreeable solution,”
said Mcelnnis spokesman Josh Penry. "We are going to
wark with Sen, Allard and the administration to find it.”

Capyright 2000 Ths Denver Post. All rights reservest.
Thin materisl may not Da published, broadesst, rwwritien or

redistributed,
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Third monument's a charm
Mandling of Paria designation wins praise unlike other 2

By Bonna M. Kemp

Deseret News staff weiter

President Clinton surprised and angered southern Utah
rasidents when he created the Grand Staircase-Escalante and
Grand Canyon-Parashant national monuments on both sides of the
Utah-Arizona border,

There wiil be no surprises
when he designates a third,

“The Para Is kind of a
ne-bralner because what else
would you do with the Paria but
protect it,” said Martos Moffman,
executive director of the
Southwest Forest Alliance, an
Arizona-based environmental
group. ) ' : otk AL
Hoffman IS referring fo the et ine ruggecy beauti aria
spectacularly mggad Paria giawm aren 32 th: Litah-Arizana
Plateau and Paria River aread off  prqer, Most in the region are pleased
both sides of the Utah-Arizona with the monument designation.
border. Secretary of Interior
Bruce Babbitt has met with community leaders from northern
Arizona and southern Utah to discuss the creation of a
280,000~acre national monument,

. Unilke the Grand Staircase controversy, this natlonal
monument designation is being greeted with begrudging
acceptance by most in the reglon, They like the fact the Bureau of
tand Management has met with thern to address locai concerns
pefore making the designation.

"We got to the grassroots levet right at the outset,” said Roger
Taylor, fleld manager for the Arlzana Strip District of the BLM, And

s’
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that alone makes it differgnt than either of the two previous
rmonurmeant deslgnations,

Mike Gauldin, spokesman for Babbitt, admits there was very
little public involvement with the creation of the 1.9-million-acre
Grand Staircase, ard the Clinton administration ook considerable
heat from Congress and state and tocal officials. Their chief
complaint was not being involved in the decision-making process.

“That was a place we learned a lot of lessons about how we're
going about this® process to create national monuments, Gauldin
said,

En January 1999, Clinlon designated the 1 million-acre Grand
Canyon-Parashant National Monument just south of 5t. George.
That designation, which Involved some Iocal participation, was
somewhat less controversial than the Grand Staircase surprise
announcemeant,

“We met with a selected few,” Taylor said, "There was
absolutely no effort to touch bases on the local level, It was qmte
‘| different.”

With the Paria Canyon announcement imminent, federal

© officlals are working hand-In-hand with local officials and ranchers.
Promises are being made that grazing and water rights would be
craserved, but mining would be prohibited.

The existing Farla Canyon Wilderness Area, which starts in Utah
and ends at the Colarado River below Glen Canyon Dam, would also
remain intact. _

Ranchers see the new monument designation as Inevitabie, but
they aiso appreciate the fact the BLM at least discussed it with
them. They doubt it will change how the rugged wilderness is now
managed. ’ _

"1 feal like Babbitt Is very sincere about preserving the area the .
way it [s," said Mack Mcallister, one of flve local ranchers who
comprise the Kanab Cattle Co., which runs livestock along the
Utah-Arizona border.,

stlil srarting from the Grand Stalrcase announcement,
southern Utahns remain skeptical, Many, like Kanab Mayor Karen
Alvey, are taking a "walt and see” approach.

"The proof will be in the pudding,* she sald, "I think he learned
a little bit that you've gat to Involve local officials.and citizens in the
decision-making process.”

Ira Schoppmann, a rancher In House Rock Valley, is concerned
that monument managers sometime in the future would ban
grazing on federal lands, and that would put him out of business.

"We reed to have It In writing,” he said of federal promises za
preserve grazing rights.

Such guarantees would need to be included in Clinton's
executive order creating the monument. ,

Interior Department officials are scrambling to complete | (

Iof3.- QW2000 4: 15 PM
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; fieldwork on the creation of several new national monuments in
| Colorade, Montana, Oregon, California, Arlzana and Utak before
Clinton leaves office early next year,

If the public meetings in southern Utah and northerrs Arizona
are any indication, there is a growing acceptance of national
monument designations.

Chris Newell, program officer with the Greater Grand Canyon,
sees "3 lot of common ground. [ think that's really encouraging. We
ail share a desire t© maintain the remoteness {of the Arizona
Strip).”

Hoffman agrees. "Peopie are beginning to realize that (natignal}
monuments are not the devil incarnate, that there are benefits to
them.”

Those benefits include-enhancing the economies of the reglon
through increased tourism, he safd.,

“The Paria Canyon monument would include most of the midgle
and lower stretches of the Paria River, The upper Paria River is
already protected by the Grand Staircase-Escalante National
Manument.

“It's a natural continuation of the Staircase monument,” said
Kane County Commissioner Joe ludd. "It's natural to make it a
monument.” e

The Paria Canyon monument would, like Grand Staircage and
Parashant, be managed by the BLM as "living landscape
monumaents” designed to protect rugged and Isolated areas of the
west,

"They are not as flashy (as Yosemite and Yellowstone national
parks), but they are a part of history and character,” Gauidin sald.
And when [ocal residents see [t protects their heritage they

become supportive.,

"Penple see this does not bring down the curtain on the
western way of life," he said, "but in fact it enhances it,”
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mﬁﬁmﬁi Babbitt still is noncommittal about Vermillion
Sanon monument designation

_ —
Search the Web By MARIJA B VADER The Dady Sentine/
By Word

| tmterior Secretary Bruce Babbill nas not gegided whigtner (0 recommend
G 0) designatng a oroposen Vermihion National Monument in northwest
o .Coigrado, ne ioid U.S. Rep. Scan Mcinnis fas week, '

“This proposal shouid be dcussad pualicly with loeal clizens and ke
By Catagury defegation,” Saboif oid Mainrs in a July 13 jelter.”
Expiors ihe bast How? .
sitey in Grand Junction "My imeniion here is o aancla this in much the same way | apgroached

ang aroung e worlg, the cocanty dosignatad Canyana of ine Ancmnis Matonal Monyumen: ag
A0E well 28 our discuanions adout your proposed Colorade Canyons Natonal
Escarainman Conservation Area.” Sabbilt wrote.
teaih .
Hamag Osarste 1he latler, Mcinnis saig De will kead working 1o kil the «dea. .
Mongx ~
Mows "My real concem is that, regardless of what Bruce BeDoit says, thera's
Poanie & (hat noihing (o stop 8Bill Clinton from s3ung 8 Bsbminule fat on s way bagk
Rpgraatien 1 Arkansas.
Shogoing :
Sgons “That's why iU's insirumanial we reman viglant and keep the pressurg
Isgnroioey . inet Up” Melnnis said.

. The Natonal Wildlife Federation propased o orotect 400 000 acres on
Looking for mare? 1J.8. Bursau of {Land Management iand in Moffat County Dy desgneting it
Search 900,000 of the 3 netional monument under the Aritiquiting Act,
world's Reat aides. ‘

Aren residents guickly united to fight the propos@l, cailing it an
Search GJSentinol "undeciareq war on the pecpila of this ared” Oy the federa government

| and anvironmentaiists and by callecting between 7,000 and 10,000
peution signahires o appose the achdn.

Co |
“This ia absotutaly & taking,” said Craig resident Holmas Shefstaad, who
Suggest a Qrang prafars ihat Babbitt reject the idaa autnght.

Monday, bafors a standing-room-only crowd, Motfat County
LArrnissionars rosoiveg io figh! the idea, ) .

“rhars i3 § sinister conapiracy i place coaked by the environmanial
movament 10 CeSroy Our SoVErsignly, VGts our rapresentative foms of
QOvernment, Cirtumvant our privale praperty nghss .. as weli as
ungarming our sconamy,” Badiands Ranch owner John Wat ssid.

Far naw, MCInnis $3id ne was confident Babbit wont taks sction, at
ieast until ne's met with the iocal residents and eiscted officials from
Oolprads, cing Sebbitt's hanoting of the Canyons of the Anclente n
southwast Coioraco and the Colorado Canyons west of Grand Jundtion.

“(5n Tose peoiects N Ras acter 0 good faih * Molmis sad “He coud '
nava axaerz?zd The Colorada Netonal Monument overmight it ne waniad 2z

1,
“The secretary knows if you don't seek public inpul, you palanze tha
cormmunity,”
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monument to controversy?

McInnis wary of latest idea for land preservation

By Mike Soraghan
At B EWRERAQIEN Buresu

WASHINGTON « Inerier Seerstary
Bruce Dabbity 1y |esvicg :0v door nped
W o{resting 4 UVYarmition Mationad
Yusumenl” in sprinwett Colorado.

I 3 letier reeased Thursday by U3
Reg. Seott Mclnnis, RuGragd Junstion,
Eatbil said be Bas cot decided what iz
do, but comgared e silvalion 1o {ape
vons af ihe Angems which Babaitt and
Pres:dent Clistan turped iste 3 moau-
ment exriier Uiy year,

tnterior Deparimens staifery center-
aied ibal Badbbill wousd ndve lo viml
e Yermuilion atez cear Craig and [3-
nessar Malionai Mopumenat befors Lek-
ing any action. Ther said Babbilt has m
trip panned, St wouida’t rule cut » ¥is
1t o Colerade Befors the end of his teern
tarly nexi year, -

That warries Mclunis, wbs opposes 2
new wobument i the ares, He 3xid the
ietter nay & UCryplic tone” sd “lesves
the door spen [or 2dmsmisisation actiog

Gows the road.”

=i M. Habbitt Hives o 1o the condl

tions e has seb . ere 1houlde be 3
graoplam,” Meinnpis said. "Iy anira-

meatsl thay we remain vigiaot Jad
Re€) the pressure turned up”

The Ratiocal Wildli%e Federation and
sevsrsl oiher envilvemesisl groups
proposed 1 monument to Habbitt in
iate fuse, aaKing him 1o oroteet 280,408
acres of (edersl isnd i Mofim County
fram off-road vehiziey and ol and gas
exploration. The fang it 0me 12 Amen.
ean [ndian petrogivphs and sodangered
species

Baboiiz's staH originaliy wax hurrus
tive, sokng (hat Babbilt gets dozens. if
et hundreds, of requesis ig igrease
protection of land,

Bl Wiy leiler comgarss the dex o
Canvora of ihe Anmms i3 Southwest
Cowmrado neat Mess Verde Nulonal
Pary and s Colorado Canyons Nationst
Conservation Area. wiich Moinnss i3
cresting isrough legisiation,

1o beth mtances, Babbite teid Caio-
rado’s songrossional delegation thal he
winied ihe fasd protecied, and i they
wisildn't do it he would

inahe Colorado Canyans case. Meln.
X dax Deen able (o move lsguslatisa
through Congress toat would add prow
tectiony and Cremte & new wildersesy
arva. [n Caoyons of e Anclents, Ses
Sen Nightborse Campbell, R-Celo,
drafied iegisistion o ibe land,
thet withdrew it, ziting » lack of jocal
agrontent, Making g on Babbit's
piedgs, Clinton devigoated tbe manu-
et {5 Jure.

Babbiit'y ietter wayz i hiz “intention
io bandls this 1s avck the ame wiy &
i have approached” g Glmr twe Colo-
rado \and silestions. “Thiy propesal”
he wrote. “shouid be discussed publicly
wilh locs] citizens aad the deiegstion”

Cathering Jobason of be Nationsi
Wilglife Federation said she can't teif if
Babbilt’s isnguage msdns that he
lezning ioward cresting & menument,

“‘{*2;: gremicent 8nd he seCTRLFY are
SR 50 A0y prepassiy. Johoson
said Rihouw knewing whal he's waye
o 3dayl onhet sroposals. U's Jard e
read anylung ime ™

Habbnt spazeeman Jobn Wright said
ihel Babbiit won't o unything wihoyt
traveling 1o Calorado and ralng 1o i
zal residenis,

“The secestary operates w2 3 a0
surprises policy,” Wright sac.

Monument sita?

inpnrcw Secrwtary Brace Sabbtt ekt rejectec
i idem of creating 3 naw Varmillion
Razorul Mosarsees o s aren, bt 5.8,
Rep. Scoft Meireus says (here's ovdent
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Babbitt seaks monument for area on Arizona Strip
I ASSTUIATED PRESS

BAGE - imenar Smtontary Bauch Habbdl 1948 Buprass IeAders P wl
recommars TRt Brapagart Theton dangnnie & 288 000 aire ~3u0nR
‘ TVYNUHREITE CEAIRIIE o0 P ank Danven in Norhern Anigsns

Sa50AT vy Iikig 1 7ar0te SIS vesterday S AOG e Bevak ol Paga v
Fregema, Aag  and Kassl, Utah, about M 0iassk for 8 pch of e Anzoana Stnp

W a arraong e, NEBBAL 101 (eoresamatves of the Sege Champer of
Commmeon e Gier Canyon Divn On Frdity it 3 STrmmy with mitoey and
RGNS MNG & Kok oL e RSPy TOOMMS 1 Iy ey

GNDEWT S QORI aNAOUNCEMINT wak TEDONED f CORYRGNE Kiores Dy EiagRratrs
Avigons Daiy Sun on Frdiy ged The Specuum of S Georps, Wiah. restersay

Ang TR JETIUIR CRMYDns VT ICnic VIBIER ot e Pl Plateey el souh of
G LIS Devaas e Ao B graty gt BirGadly 1RSeNYE BEOLSCION K8 SAS:Graed
HIJerrens,

Tive Msanumenr's bousdankes would Wxe in fand nonh of U § Highway 594,
inehadirg Houga Rock Vaiity snd aan of he Varmaion Qiffe, \n Norrem Aagnna

Bantatt sla res drwfed U S Reg Sab Stumg, R-Ans. on plang for ke
et IR wOuRY FERNCY AL W0d SNCHDOMEG! M runeyy, 30 408
Mexsrow, Broengrs craed of siafl Aline seid 510 0 BAODES e el siready 1
LG £POUgh MGW AT Soriecton

Taon PR Cradted nahormi rarumenty St DOt sices of the An2ona.L e
Surshe Ha desgrated e t millon-aars Grand Canyon-Pazsshant Natlons
Worszrrweett ON e Shwds gl in Artord » Jaulry, o e 4 T mdion.acre

Graewd Stmrcasa-Eacalame Matinal Monyment 1 1 in (099

The Sreuhan of N mongmes in e 'Wesl hae T Srtcm from oo
Moemls WY TR CRSIORTRE Wi e KNS YR Tnwd 19 bweng locked o by the
goveinmset. 30 far, CHInton Ase Ze8GNed ThYSR AENONRI HONGIeHS in
ATEONS.

Thi rew mormint. £ sporved by Clieton, would ba run Dy e Suresy of Lang
Mahagaivw, .

Bmmmmmﬁmwﬁmmumm grazing ana
water 1ights. aliow Partng, oD tme e Cline wes Tesp e Pans
Camvpons wildntrass nine )

"Then is ot & Sone deel wtil 7 o0 25 S prowdent With & orogoes.” s Gabom,
Wl Droviiess Page Mcitls Me wokid 200am X0 keap T informed. * woid
Hhea o work ol I wiird [heve 0% 1O SurDeee.” ’

Babktt sext ha hoped Cinton Msngnates the monument bedore weving officr on
Jeay, T, The eceral QOwersmEnt would M 1o 1rece s angd with Anrons i
soiondaty howpngs 1of 1 new morunen,

%M.wtwmmwhmmww.
Mordzeg, Cragon aivd Calforrsg, -

JONn SenoDpman, Wi rue Iveaiock on 19,000 scree of PUDSC 1end OUTEdE
Page. 2x0rensed S0Me maginngs over 16 DroDRIN SSLgRUGH.

"N sdraddy 3 MG atel, & WESETMAS ITRS, M B srrvtvg aren. T IS
aroteciend than the Grand Canyon,” e sed. ) .o

Bobbt a2 InNvicr GICIals SoMBA' be MIACHES yaalerdny. e was hking e
Spencs: Teal 1o Farry Swad Sveciook went of Page.
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—. | A monumental plan for Arizona
=% mu | Babbitt tells locals of his proposal for Paria Canyon area

Tarwal grasy
T A lnyg

T

;L -soy PAGE, Ariz. — Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt has tcid

“i Ly stIny community leaders from northern Arizona and southern Utan that he

I will recommend President Clinten designate a 280,000-acre national
| monument centered on Paria Canyon along the two states' shared

horder, ’ ‘ *
Babbitt was hiking the remote

land on Saturday after teliing the

' mavyors of Page and Fredonia,

Ariz., ang Kanab about his plans

| for 3 piece of the Arizona strip,

" *1t is an amazing place,”

Babbitt told representatives of the

Page Chamber of Commerce at the

Glen Canyon Dam on Friday, “Itis

saturated with history and .

L romance, and 3 1ok of you are Cay

| Associated Press

v T

otes Buttes is art of the Paria

: i n Wwilderness, an arsd that Intenor
dﬂe;ilv mete“; in this t;;iace. Secratary Bruce Babbitt nas tagged for
mong the remote canyons nAtiOn Al MONUMant status.
andgd scenic vistas of the Paris Raveil Ca5. Dawece Nows

plateau just south of the Utah

border are federal lands that already receive protection as designated

wildemess. ’

The monument's boundaries would take in land north of U.S,

Highway 894, including HMouse Rock Vatiey and part of the vermition

. Cliffs, in northern Arizana.

. Babbitt's guarded announcement was reported by The Spectrum
of St. Gearge and Flagstaff's Arizona Dally Sun in copyright stories.

The [nterior secretary has briefed U.8. Rep, Bob Stump, R-Ariz., on "

monument plans that would restrict future land development ang .
mining, ‘said Lisa Atkins, Stump's chief of staff. She said Stump toid

OF e el

v



Baphr tre arga aiready 18 recaiving anough facerat grotacton,
Chaton has created two national monumenis ¢n posn 5.0a% of tra
Arizena-Utah porder. HMe desigrated the | mudicn-acre Grand
Canyon-Parashant on {ne Shivwits clateau 'n A-izora in Janudry and
utan's 1.7 millipn-acre Grand Stawrcase-Escaante National Monumaeant
in 1998, north of the Paria area.
The créaticn of national monuments ip tne West has fusicd

cooriticigrm fromy locat officials ang rural residents who fear 00 muth

lang s beng Iotked up Dy the government. S0 far, {linton has
gesignated tnree ~ational monuments in Anzona. ,

The new monument, if agoroved oy CHinton, would De ren oy the
Bureayu of Lang Manacement, 3apbitt said the monument would Doost
toLrSm, protect axisring grazing anc water rights, aliow hunting,
pronisit new mining claims and keep the Pana Canyon wilderness
intact,

"This is not 2 doneg deal until |
- | G0 to the president with 3
] .1 & | proposal,” said Baobitt, who
promised Page ¢Hficials he would
return 1o keeap them informed. I
wouid Hike 1o work it sut to where
there are ng surprisas.”

Babbitt said ha hoped Clinton
1 designates the monument bafore
leaving office on Jan. 21, The
federal government would have to
trade some land with Arizona. to
consoligate holdings for the new
monument.

Bapbitt has recommended
other national monuments for parts of Colorado, Montana, Oregon andg
Califorma. .-

john Schoppman, who runs livestock on 19,000 acres of public
land outside Page, expressed some misgivings over the nroposed
gesignanon.

“1t i already a natural area, a wilderness area and a primitive
area. It is more protected than the Grand Canyon,” he said.

Schoppman suggested Babbitt turn his attention closer to home,
to unprotected federal lands surrounding the Babbitt farmily ranch
south of the Grand Canyon. '

“Let him 9o protect it,” Schoppman said. : o

Babbitt and Interior officials couldn't be reached Saturday. Badbpit.

[ PaRta CANTON |

. was hiking the Spencer Trail to Ferry Swail Overlook west of Page.
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eFlagergflogm A peak experience: Rabbin stands atop Paria Piateau and urges
{»i(}}!i:,ﬁ-:&.‘;ﬁ monament SIans.

{Talendar

Tedis's News

Buviness FI15700

Fditorigt Page

Cofgmat By GARY GHICTO

Waeek's Wyrth

Communits Nows Sun Statf Reporter

fggestion

SPORTS
TingStaes . ARIZONA STRIP - With the Colorado River balow him and the
irfr;w technicolor vasiness of the Vermilion Cliffs above. lnterior
e . Secretary Bruce Babbitt stood on a nonthern Arizona mountaintap

‘i‘ff,'}j ;‘éﬁﬁf” yesterday and surveyed the 250.000-acre Pana Plateau.
Cigssnord Puzzic
Dute Maker “It's & sky isiand. There are 3,000-foot cliffs arcund 90 parcent of
Deur_shhy it. Simply amazing,” said Babbitt. relishing a day in the fieid
: ;&s, accompanied by locai residants and officiais with the National

FO R Eaud Park Service and Bureau of Land Management. -
Forums )

WHO WE ARE Babhbitt would iike {0 see the Paria Plateau added to the growing
Our Maff numizer of national monumants designated during the waning
vepd s befter o venr of the Clinton administration.

the Editor

MARKETPLACE . , . .

Legals Wearing blue jeans, a green T-shirt and boots, Babbilt led 3 two-
Clasxifieds hour hike yesterday to the rugged summit in 90-degree heat o

v Autng get a better view of the prized plateau.

* Resi Extnte .

gzi-;‘:‘{:fj" . On a windy ridge. he delivered an impromptu lecture about the
Byy Cardy - "dreamers, builders, scientists and madmen” who came to the

SUBSCHRIBE remuote region after the Civil Yvar in pursust of knowdadge, riches,
Rubscrite advaniure and religious freedom.

Babbitt said ¢ may take months before the final monument

proposal is complete. He has promised Page officials and Arizona

Strip residents they will have an opportunity to examine and
“comment on the final plan.

Asked why he thought the plateau needed special protection,
Babbift said: "It's the gwiogy, the scenic qualily, isolation and
unspoiled ecosystemn.”

Babbitt and Interiar staff met with Page officiais Friday and ’ ' 8
outlined the monument proposal. Me aiso took a four-wheel drive

?’aﬂpis"fww,a.zciaikysuzz,camiﬁagsta,‘.fc‘}acccévéﬁsSéciﬁ?zﬁéﬁeOO’Z&&EOéiOpangcumcn 0711742000
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tour of tne surmmit of the plateau.

“The session with focal officiais went very well " Baaoit sawd, i
feit very positive about our meetings. The sentiment up here s 10
think about the future and take the right steps They were very
raceptive to it

Otficials and residents asked about the fate of grazing and water
rights, hunling and continued public access 1o the plateau.

The proposed monument will cantinue all traditionat uses such as
qrazing and hunting, and existing rcadways will be relained,
Babbitt said.

Howsver, the monument designation will include language that
will remove the land from mining and restrict any activity that
could damage it, he added.

The Paria Plateay and it§ surtocunding canyons are neatly
bounded by U.S. Highway 8% and the Colorada River (o the south
and the Utah border to the north. The roughly 400-square-mite
plateau is noted for its game animals, wilderness canyons and
geologic formations.

it is also a watershed of the Paria River, which is fed by runoff
from springs and meanders 1 the Colorado.

Faui Ostapuk, a Page resident and environmaental scientist at the
Navajo Generating Station, was among the group hiking with
Babbitt yesterday. He praised Babbitt for reaching ocut to iccal
residents with quastions about the monumant,

“Paopis were leary of the tarm national monument and national
park.” he said. "But | think they're up tospeed now, | think the
visian of Yhig park fits in with our lifestyle up here.”

™ oy e e e
e -6l - Thae Arroona Dasly Sun
Cotyaght |99, Puliizer Community Nawsgapers, Ing

q
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http:TMA"-o.ny

s - RN

SIRVICE CENTER
QASSLEEDS
RIAL ISTATE
TR
ALEV YOUR MATCH

* Western politicians who

bt for Ral Art

Protection likely for Paria Plateau area

By ludd Slivka
The Anzona Republic
July 15, 2000

Arizona may be getting another national monument- jts fourth
in the past year.

[ntenior Secretary Bruce Babbitt spent Friday in Page, talking
to local politicians and business leaders about the possibility of
tuning the Paria Plateau vicinity into a protected arca.

His visit comes during a year in which President Clinton has
created monuments and national parks across the country,
leaving the largest land legacy of any presidency since
Theodore Roosevelt.

It's 4 legacy that's come
under fire from some

resent the president's
unilateral declarations.

2 Cy
The plateau, best known \.' ——— L
for the Marble Canyon | .\ T Agn .
area, is already mostly ARZCNA g T—

37
under feders! control, /
with the Bureau of Land L Mo
Management owning p
upward of 90percentof (S, Natiorsl op
it. The balance of the . \\HMN et
land is state-owned with e
one small private plot.

The Anzom Republic

“Secretary Bruce Babbitt
announced to us today that he was strongly looking ar taking
an area of the Arizona S&ip and tuming it into another of those
national monuments,” said Fredonia Mayor Steven Windward,
who met with Babbitt on Friday.

3

07172000 219 224



Desigraten as 3 momument would protect the area from
mining or deveiopment,

The area is east of Katbab Mountain acd aonth of Anzona 39A,
percaed on a plateau io the nontb-cental pan of the state,
against the Utah Une, I approved, the deszgzano:z would seii
ailow ranching and public access.

A spokesman for the Department of the Interior on Friday said
the area. known as Two Mile Ranch, "may be considered” {or
such a designation, e would ot cite specific boundaries.

Whazh 1s not how (1 sounded 0 those at the meeting.

"We were discussing ways of managing Pana Plateay I the
funure,” Page Mayor Robert Bowling said. “We talked about
ways of protecting the area and different wols he (Babbitt) bad.
Basically, it would have to be 2 national monument.

"He said it's doing fine now, but they want to make sure it
stays that way,"”

Before the area can be prowwcwed, Babbin maust recommend it to
Clinton, who then decides whether 1o grant monument status,

Just last month, Clinton signed into existence four new
monuments in the naton, ncluding one near Tucson,

So far this year, Clinton has named three monuments o
Arizona. An area of about Imillion acres porthwest of the
CGrand Canyon was approved es the Grand Canyon-Parashant
Natiopal Monument in January. The Agua Fris Natonal -
Monument, 70,000 acres between Phoenix and Prescott, was
also approved at the same time.

Ironwood Forest Natoral Monument, an scologically sensitive
area northwest of Tucson, was q:;mved as 2 129,000-acre
protecied ares in hzm

Four years ago, 1.7 million acres of the Utal's Artzona Sinp
area was designated the Escalante-Grand Staircase NMational
Monument,

The Clinton sdministration's poiity on monuments has been
caticizéd by some Western polincians, who feel that land 1s
i:cuzg unfairly restricred for the sake of Clinton's desire for a

legacy.

After Clinton's designation of tha Ironwood monument, the .
idea of which came from the Pima Couary Board of _ [’f

QRITIN6 1B P
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Supervisors and a coalition of sovirenrmental grovns, Arzona
Republican Rep. Jobn Shadegg accused Clinton of "ignoring
“the will of the people.”

Shadegg said Arizoua should take the faderal government to
task over the [ronwooed decisuon, (o5t tha siate start down 2
siippery slope to fiurther restriciions on state and federal lands.

A coalition of 10 Western governors, including Arizona Gov,
Jane Hull, sent a Jenter of protest 1o Clinwn asking for more
involvement in the monuwment process,

in fact, Babbitt was in Page on Friday to defuse past eriticism
for unilareraily declaring monuments. |

But he apparently didn't satisfy everyons.
"] asked (Babbin} if he had any other designs on Anzona, if

there were any other plans for monwpents here,” Windward
said. "He said he had no other plans for land around Fredonia.”

Reach the reporter at Jydd
or §02-444-8097.
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Oregon
‘mountain
protection
proposed

Aayocistndg Frasy
FASHINCTON w. Now
thar Oregon bawmakery
mave savitled 3 plan Lo pro.
ol Preegond Sweens Moun-
taenr, tae chatlenge e 1o et
1 siwal treuih Congreay,
lowmakars amd Tursday
thts have Hulle thne ta et

the Frewts Cdewl approved in.

tad chree montha before
Crnpress Blans to adisurs
e vie

iF o Swees il iy pot
ansengd before President
Lhman beaves office in Jdans
sary, Inserior Necratary
Brioe Bahhoat is cepegtad W
hegiare the Reoss 3 naeliofi-
d4f g Enont - womething

rafchers and landowners in

the arou oppasd,

"We hove par wopk Tal
vt B ay,”osand Moewn ors
e Sandn, R-Ore,

Eawviranmontalists  want
16 hroteet more iand at the
Steens, abinw lesa praziag
and wet & cicar eonrge lor
veohurpal pESRELILN i ke
Sy Mranxgoment plen, i
Ve dom't gel theie way,
they toulg muke paysoge of
rrg qull mnew difflcusis,

"It's 2 groat 28t slep, but

BLUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
PUBLICITY RECCRD
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Aguociston Frass

Gregon lawmakers joined inlgrior Secre- from developmant. Staens Mounton & &

iamy Bruce Babbitt on Tuesday 10 an
neunce & bit 10 proecl Stngns Mountain

we noed changes,” Bl Mar-

fogg, essentive direstor aof

the Oregan Natural Lesrt
Agancinlinn, snid afler the
plas wivegsing,

Agmecis of the plan, sush
an how mueh public amd
privete land newd bt
Lraded Lo complote Lhe degl,
seed to be workod aut,

While the ;

My m Arut runchare
o not n tsika un land
tendes until Suturday, weme
ranchers have said  they
newd eight acres of public
land fie overy acre of land

thay give up - and thut
cuid b onirovarsinl wilk
avironentaiiom,

“The thing that seme peo.
|z%e are Miasing is hew mich
acal Dusinessey and privata
andownery are giving up i
the process,” said
Nichals, 2 Hamey Cousty
wmmisaioner, '

While discussing ihe
ungh work ahuad, lawrnk.
Wt wure muktly in 3 cole-
nratory mood at Tussday's
wrweting of ie opreemont,

The bill, which Rep. Grog
Waldes, R-Qre., will

an .

I0-mile faw of Dasalt, e highes: oo in
southeastarn (regon s 3,773 fgat.

impradore i the Hluose L.
day, will grrshe (40004
acrm of wiidurness w the
Stacny and ban pgraang an
100,848 agros ai chay
wiltdurnoss,

It ajgy craanes & S0H,000.
acre Stoeng Mavaonn Coafs
rrative Maptgemeat s
Protection Ares designed 1
s iotain AR improve gy
lis: g rrivage sasrtnerainiis
in mrragingg ek

And it deaigrearey 101 Bod
Hon acrom thut veudd be atf
Tienita far minmg araf pes
thermal ddvelopnent,
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. By Mike Sorxghan
Ootecsw Pt Wathingom s

New national monument urged

G/f30] 00

WASHINGTON - A Bock of envires-
mentai groups Thursdey ssked the Clin-
ton adminisiration te create » 250.000-
aere “Yermillisn Matioad Mowmend”
in oorthwest Colorade. _
The covironmentalists yoy 1he tand,
near Craig and Dinosaur Mationsl Moo
ek, eeds ity from oii-read
wehicies xad ol and gan expioralicns
Toe Moilst Coonty tand is hanw &
Aperican jndisn petrogiyphs, endan-
gered species and the Jargest comovne
tratien of rere plants 2 the stale
“Tuiy is voe of the mosl Mgzniogly
beavtilful tandseapes |n Colorade,” said
Catherioe Johosms of Lhe Nxlional Witd.
Hfe Feleration's Bogider clfice. "l is
mz&ai-aﬂumwmmeﬁ
protection ts this jandseape.”

The eavirscmental grompe, led by Uw
wildlife federation, are trying W lake
mmmcn!m;mwwaa
aads bepacy,” which hey resulied in
wighl mew canxirnents sinew Jamiary.

280,000 acres eyed
in northwest Colorado

But they gol & cold shostder from in-
tetior Secretary Broce Babhitl

“He by ook visiled 1hal 2rex and be
hae 06 plans 1o do 0" said Babbiil
spokenwoinan Slephanie Hangs, She
iaid that befare recommendiog & inod-
winent aite, be would visit it and staxt &
Wym‘*-ﬁb%&alrw&m&

Aot U3 Rep. Scoll Melonis, Lhe Hee

j wha regiesenis tw ares, wal
opetdy hestile 1o the jdea.

“The residenis of Motial Connty bayve
every right ta be opret ™ Melnpis said
“The [mderation’s haltf.cocked approack
is bad procets and bad policy ”

The 1984 Andiguities Aet givex &
president thwe aulborily o create  na
tinat monnmest . (linkoo waed that faw
revendly to crente Canyora of the An-
cienls mensnent tear Mess Vexde Na-
ticnal Park. And bis push for more Land

prolection is driving Mclonis's sfiost o
rreale & aalional conservation apea
peas Cotorade Nationsi Mooument,

The suvizommnenlal growps want o
ereate the moowmenl oul of existing
Bureay of Land Managemenl lapd. The
proposat inclades aboud 2,088 acres of
private tamd, and ihe grosps say more
laswd should be bought oaly frorm: wilting
sedbery.

Qil aod gas expioration would He
banoed. Off-road vekicie use would be
restricied, {rsiting would be perenitied,
schject €0 & uanagemnent plap.

Envitonmenialisls said Lhey expect
appasition, bul iy wagl o gt peophe
Leiking aboyl ide idea.

They added hat foval residents have
been Uying In increase peotecliea of
Tand o Whe aea for years, But they
stresed that the plic is very ditferend
thaw eoe propased I8 yeary ago 1o ea-
pand Dinosauwr Natiowal Mamzmest,
Thal pias would bave bansed bhaoting
and graving and includes much roore
peivate baod

Monument site?

Emmonmental groups e Asking
President Linton ko desigrate ihxs 260,000
ALCas J% & Daw - e
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Conservation groups

. ask Babbut to protect’

|

area near Dinosaur, site

' of Sand Creek massacre

By Datarnh Frazler
Srwa Stelf Writer

Colotado condervation groups
Thursday ssked Inferor llecte-

tary Bruce Babbitt 1o create Ver-
millien Nationa] Monument o

menument%;rggd for statg

e Falne My
| 280000 seres of land in the grate's

HOMRwWEStar comey,
Alsg, the Nationa! Parks and

{onservation Assaciation inciud-
ad the site of the Sand Croek
Massacre in southeaster Coloras
do in its L8t of cropased national
parks and monurments.

Catharine [ohnson of the Na-
tonat Wildlife Federstion -said
mare than 100,006 Colorsdo reai
dents back seiting aside the land
for Varmillion, near Dinosayr Na-

rional Monumest, for Bzzraau :sE
Land Managemsn! trotection. -

Sacient Indian art, lossis,
enique geology and rare plan’s
there have remained relatively un.
touched, said Johnson, The ares
could be ;zmlected under the An.
uiquities Act, which was designed
for archatotogicaily tich lands,

“I grew up in western Colorado
ad campeé up there,” szid John-
son, "L can o 1o the Vermillion
ares and ot remunds me of e

. \olotade of my childhond. There's

aimost no place like it in Colora-
do.”

The tireats to the iarzdm;:e
nciude o and S develapment,
fosail iooting, damage o the
state’s |argest displays of rock ant
and off-road vehicle use,

“With the designation, we could
el more tesgurces [0 suvey the
p&zraglwi‘:s, said Suzenne jones
of the zidarreaf?omﬂ? which
is backing the plan, glong with the
Colorado Envitonmental Coalir
tign, the Siarrg Clal, the Colorade
Mountan Club and the Westem
Slope Enviroamental Xesource
{ounal. )

At the Sand Creek ares in
soutkesatern Calorado, more than
160 Mortherm Cheveone men,
women angd childeen standing ua-
dor the Americin Big were
slaughtered and maimed by 700
soidiery who had vowed 1o clear
the fronter of Indlans,

Sesn. Ben Nighthorse Campbeil,
R-Colo., has sought congressionsl
support for federa) protection.
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Babbitt: Don't fear Craters expansion

Ranchers, hunters won't face

he says

By Ken Miller

The fdaha Smiesman

drastic changes,

interior Sacratary Bruce Babbitt
Friday made his third and
. probably last 1daho trip befors

recommaending a major expansion

of Craters of the Moorn National
Monument, teiling nervous
ranchers and hunters they have
littie to fear from a bigger
monument.

Babbitt, who has drawn fire
across the Wast for his effarts 10
expand national monumaents like
Craters, said he axpects 1o make
a recommendation to Prasident
Clinton before winter on whather
Craters of tha Mcon National
Monumant should be significanty
gxpangeq, ,

Toen Shanshan ! The [dane Statewman

interior $scretary Bruce
Babbltt, in an editonal doard
mesting at The idaho Statesman
on Friday moming, covers g
gama of anvironmental topics
grucisl te idakoans, from
aNCangored specias 1o adding the
Grast Rift gres (o the Craters of
the Moon Nationet Monymaernt.
Babbitt wraveisd 19 Rupen i
Frigy aftamoon for mans public
camment on i Gragt Rift

"This area has been the subject of ¥ditioa. )

discussion not so much in Boise, but out there for some time ™
Babbitt t0id Idaho Sigtasman egitors ank reporters in 8 meeling
before leaving for the Rupert mesting Friday moming. Me said
the curment boundaries for the Craters of the Moon National
Monument are "tolally arbitrary” and made it Claar he plans 0
recommaend a major expansion of the manument while trying to

goal with local concems about grazing, hunting, off4uad vehicies
ang other uses in tha Cralers area,

Babhitt is conaidering a recommendation o add to Craters



anciher 700,000 acres of lava fieids and agiacent grassiands
giong thg £2-mide Greal Rift, a crack n (@ @arth from which lava
Spread across ne Snake Rwer Plan only 2 000 vears age the
lava feids and N8 1M are onzed by geciogsts. Craters now
includes 54,000 acres of land protecied by e Natonal Park
Service,

"Thare is no nft like this anywhere,” Batibitt told 3 ¢rowd of abaut
150 at £ast Minico Junior High Schoot in Rupert, “it's lixe looking
straight down imto the centar of the earth, This is an important
step in protecling an important natural resource.”

Cnticized by the state's congressiona! delagation, the idea of tha
expansion has been weil-received north of the current monument
in wns ke Arco that stand { ¢ain an economic boos: from
added tounsm,

On the fight from Boise to Rupert Friday, Babbitt predicted the
raception here would be maore chilly, Since towns in the south
probably won't gain the same economic benefits.

Ranchers in the southerm end of the proposed monumant
axpansgion faar agded protections will cut grazing access and
ragduce off-road vehicle use. “Wae run sheep ot in tha area he's
talking about,” said Rochella Oxarango, who with her husbang,
Robart, met with Babbitt bafore tha maeting bagan nere.

"The area's worth protecting and has different values to different
peaplie,” Robert Oxarango said. "We all agree on the need to
protect it. Its how to protect it that's the gueshon.”

The Oxarangos said they're cancemad that expanding the
National Park Sarnvice's prasancs in the area through the
monumaent dasignation will bring more stringent land-use rules
than gra in affect today.

Hanry Etchaverry, of the Minidoka Grazing Association and newly
apponted to the idahce Sheap Commigsion, asked Babbitt
whather the new designations would limit the amaount of predater
contret on the historic grazing lands,

"“We're suspicious of what the federal government may have in
store for us as livestock paopls,” Elchaverry seid. Babbilt replied
that the new manurnent nJles would honor historic livestock
practices.

Power County Commissioner Kent Rudeen $3id he was ‘
concerned about added costs 1o local law enforcement agencies
as mare tourists and other adventurers are attracted to the
sxpanded natonal monument and need life-safely asustance.
"Thare's no question this kind of designation wil mpose some 2_

hitp://www.idshosiatesman convnews/daily/20000624/LocalNews/ 17262 shumd 524100



«ind af addtional management oosts,” Babtint taid Rudeen.
There wil be & "discemabie Dump in vistausn” and "an
uneen abie nse 1t expenses’ 1o go with it

Babbin said eanier in e day that Congress spent $5 million this
y8ar 14 help cover such expenses in the Grand Stairgcass-
Escalame Nationdl Monument, which he created in 1334, setting
oMt a firesiorm about tha administration's use of the 1308
Antiquities Act to set aside federal lands a8 natignal monuments.

ot everyone hers on Friday was opposed 10 the expanded
manument,

“I'm just getting tired of peopla camping about the Ciinton
administration and you coming down and cnticizing you for trying
10 protact 1 sad Jarry Jayne of the [dane Environmenial

Coungil, "1 commend you for this proposal, and | hope you
racommend i t¢ Pregident Clinton” :

{lark Colling, of the Pocatelio-based BlueRibbon Ceaalition, which
wants 1o protect the nght ta use off.road vehicles, disagreed and
charged ths Clinton administration with iaunching a major iand
grab. ‘I ot ihink therg's 2 problem in that area,” Colling said of
Craters. "And | rasent the impiication that somehow of another
oft-mighway vehicie recroation needs to Be conyolled i that ares.
Qur concem is that our racreational intirests will he overooked,
They have been overicoked 8o far.”

Kelly Walton, a longtime idaho consarvative (sader and critic of
the Clinton adminisiration, jumped in,

"} think we haéive 4 problam, and the protiem & Bill knows pest”
walton $aid, "The issue is, shouid locald contral this or should
Eaatem liberais control this. Ta 1ot my sons they can't ride the
degert on their ATVs is a form of tyranny,” Mé said 1o believes
the dead is done: "Bill Clinton has aiready schaduied 1o pass,”
adding, "The reason wa're here is 1o Bxpress our displeasura. |
suggest we give Bill Clintor's lagacy the idaho varsion of one hell

of & lea party.”

As the audiencs broke into appiause, Babbift sought to assure
residents that nis pian won't bring dramatic reductions in hunting
and grazing on BLM lands, although he acknowiedged offroad
vehicia use will be curtailed,

Former Gov. John Evans, who began working on expanding the
Craters monument in 1988, praised Babbitt and the Clinton
administration for bending over backward 1a listen 10 idancans’
views. "He could have done this out of Washington, D.C., but he
didn't do that,” Evans said as hs tumed toward Babbilt and ga;d:
" "Pm 3 strong supporter of what you're putting together here. : 3

hatp //www.idahostatesman com/news/daily/20000624/LocalNewy 17262 shumd 6/24/00
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As faor whan he'll make his recommendation. Babimtt sad ne
coutdn™ say, But he did say laahoans won't be caugnt off guard,
“iUs.passinle thal the presicent will turm 1C meé at some fIunauon or
something and say. ‘Stop, 1 dont want to hear from you anymore
about this,” Baboilt said. "But absent seme large mtemenmg taee,
| am inclingd 10 Iry o wrap this up.”

2> Bapbhitt talks win Szatesmgn editorial board

* Craters of tne Moon National Marument
> Cepanment of the intenor
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| Babbitt talks with Statesman board

Coampiled by Statesman staff

interior Secrelary Bruce Babbift visited with The idaho
Statesman’s edilGriat boart Friday moming. Hare are some
excerpls of whatl he said on a vanety of issues!

Tell us what you've learned about what ldahoans are saying
regarding the Craters ci the Moon National Monument
axpansion.

"ldaha is the only Westemn slate without 8 national park. Thess
{lwcal) folks out here for a fong time have kind of baan watching
all of the (tourism) action go into Yellowstone and the Snake
River Plain up to Sun Valley and all of the mountains ... the folks
out there across the years have sort of been thinking about this
and saying, 'You know, this reaily is an important gesiogicai,
pinlogical and potentially econorric asset {0 those of us who five
down hera on the Snake River ﬁazn

“H we could caplure even 2 Zract:en of the millions of people who
trot up the mountain here traveling arcund Yellowstone and -
moving up into the mountains, wa'd hava g local assel that was
raally of some use.. "

How close are you to making & decision about the
axpansion?

"Maving been oul there twice, having had my pecple out there
dealing with {ranchers John Peavey and Pete Cenarrusa} and all
those guys, we have worked this to a fare-theg-well. Now, the
issues I'd like to double check ... are the extermnal boundaries.
There's some differenca of opinion over whether we should be
using section lines or roads...

“There are still some guestions about whether or not the
designation will bring sorme impact aid assistancs ... what are the

hittp://www, idahostatesman. comnews/daily/ 20000624/ LocalNewy/ 1 7264, shtml
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extra impacts in terms of emergency services. search and
resque, roads, all of those kinds of issues.”

All of the places on your list for designation as a national
monument are in the Wes!. Why haven't you looked to the
eastern United States to make these kinds of designations?

“Tha president's power extends only 10 public lands. Once you
get on the other side of the Mississippi, there aren't any public
lands, unless you specifically are 1alking about 2 (national parx,
which is aiready designated. Tnere are 2 faw federally owned
histonic sitas in the Zast which | have taken a lnok al. But in terms
of langscapes, thers just arent any...

“This process started in 1998, And I've done a lot of reflecting . -
agbout the aftermath of the Utah monument, where there was a iot
of bitterness and contention « | did a lot of thinking about it - and
| said ‘Look, it's about process. It's about front-end engagement.™

What do you think atout salmon recovery and the potentlal
breaching of the lower Snake River dams?

"1 ot think the Snake River dam issue is one that's ripe for
rasgiution, permanently, one way of the other. We need another
round or wo of gealing with all of the related issues: offshore
fishery take, Columbia River instream take, water flow, forastry,
grazing, land management. | think there are still some hatchery
issuss out there...

: ¢
“T'm not in charge of the fisheries, but | think that's kind of where
thay're going 1o come out - we naed to take one more big bite
out of all ihe coilataral issues. Al that poini, we'd be able i say
‘Look. wail 3 minute, we hava'pushed ihe aenvelope with alt the
other factors that could possibly lead to recovery.™

The National Marins Pisherles Servica Is expected to
recommend a 10-yoar period of trying other ways to recovear
saimon before dam breaching begins, Would you agres with
that recommendation? ;

" don't know what the opinion will 8ay, 10 years or five years,
whatever. | think what we'll have at the end of that time s a Iot
maorg gcienca and a lot more facts. | don't think you <an
absolutely construct g default position that says ... do the
following and if the following doesnt work, then we tum to the
dams. You cannot construct a scienca-based opinion which
automatically clangs out in response according to recert critena.
You can't do that.” .

Do you think the Endangered Spacies Act should be j

‘ * http-/fwww.idahostatesman, convnewy/daily/ 20000624/ LocalNews/ | 7264 shiml 6/24/00
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amended in any way?

Yeas .. I worked with {former) Sen. (Dirk} Kemgthoms for literally
hundgreds of hours, and we put Wgether a compromise piace of
legistation that actuaily got out of the committes in the Serate.
We pecarne great fnends in the process. But the majority leader
gaig, Forgat it .

“it's {still} @ good act. I've spent gight years defending it ang
making it work. it's a temific act The Amencan people support it.
The mistake that some Westernsrs have made is saying, ‘We're
going to water this thing down and take the guts out of it" It wil
never nappen, this idea that you ¢an just throw it on the soeap
heap. .

“The Amencan pecple believe that the protection of species is, in
fact, viossily reiated to their concept of God's creation. ... The
opponents of the Endangered Species Act have yet lo leam that
lgsson: That's what | thought Kemipthome and | were going,
saying we can make s work, and in exchange for taking some
of the sharp edges off, put in some mitigation and enhancement
features that would get the same result”
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