No Monument Plans for San Rafael Saonesday. uve

BY TOM WHARTON
THME SALYT LAKE TRIBUNE

GREENSBORQ. N.C. - The Clinton administration has no plans
to designate Utal's San Ratael Swell as o national monument,
Bureau of Land Management Director Tom Fry said Tuesday.

"Nobody has come o us and 1alked about 2 monurnent, and we
are not considering one.” he said.

. But Frv said his agency supports the ¢reation of a national
conservation area at the popular central Utah recreation area,

Fry joined U.S, Forest Service Chief Mike Dombeck at the
Qutdoor Wnters Association of America annual conference here.

The BLM manages nine national conservation areas and seven
national manuments. The designations are similar. Activities such as
hunting, grazing and off-highway vehicle use are allowed in most
circumstances, and the designations provide special planning and
funding from the government.

While the BLM supported the national conservation area bill that
Rep. Iim Hangen, R-Utah, pulied off the House Boor recantly,
environmental groups opposed the San Rafael Swell bill, saying &t
doesn't offer adequate protection for the roadless arsas they want
designated as wilderness, \

The debate over the San Rafael Natonal Conservation Area
marked one of the few times the Clinton administration and much of
Utaly's congressional delegation agreed on a public-land issue,

Lintle progress is being made in the fight over BLM wildemess
designaton in Utah. Fry pointed to the wilderness designation in
Arizona as one way to get wilderness legislation moving. There,
divergent interests fought for more than 10 years befare sizing down
10 ha{mr;‘mer out a compromise. He would like to se¢ a similar event
in Utah.

He said interest groups also need to get together 1o solve the
growing impact of off-highway vehicles -- sgpecially all-terrain
vehicles - on public lands in Utah, Different recreation and
conservation interests fought for 10 years over OHV use in
California’s desert before agreeing 1o a mansgement plan that set up
areas allowing the vehicles. Led by the Southern Utsh Wildemess
Alliancs, a coalition of environmental groups filed a federal lawsuit
last fall to force the BLM to ban OHVs fram aullions of acres of
wilderness study areas and other potential wildemness areas, and to
increase regulation of OHV's on other BLM lands.

Though that lawsuit is pending, the BLM in March closed seven
wilderness study areas in the San Rafael region of south-central
Utah. ,

Fry said the solution to the problem will involve §merai
guidelines for OHV use on public lands being established ata
national level that can be used with more detailed plans by local
land managers. )

Fry said the contentious issue over who should own and manage
rural roads in Utah - the federal government or the counties ~ might
best be decided with a definitive cowrt ruling.

In a separate interview, the U.S. Forest Service's Dombeck
respanded to criticism that 100 many public land issues were being
decided on the national level instead of by people closer 1o the land
affected.

"Certain issues are not resolvable at a local level,” he said. "Part
of leadership is setting the agenda for the local level, That is what
we have tried to do.” )

He said too many forest issues were being solved by the courts
and not by land managers.
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OPTIMISM FOR A PLEASANT EXCHANGE
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 sDon’t stand in the way
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bearings ot 2 plan W upgrade Greal
Sand Dudes Nationsi Monumest inis »
fall-fledged natingal park

The medsure's prospects are jood in
the Senate bat uscertain ip the House
— ironivally because U5, Hen. Joei
Helfley, s (olorade Springs Republi-
can, a politicsl roadblock,

The propasal, sponsored by US, Sen
Wampgfm ang U8 Rep. Scott Me-
Innjs, bax bees endorsed by e rest of
Colorado's rongressional members,
Gow, Blll OQwens snd Colorade Altor-
ooy Geueral Keo Saiazar. Hot Hefley,
serves ot & key US. House padel, 3o
conid ol the measurs. -
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thore thex policy conoerus.

The danger is that Helley could be-
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Helley's colleagues don't need his
support, they just don't want him o
stand i the way.
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ral oetwark that surrounds thems, be
might bave Ms soul 30 moved, and his
mind w fillad with pew informasion,
that be too would ooderstand the wre
gency of saving the sutire, magnift-
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Babbitt faces divided crowd on Craters expansion

By Kelly Teal/Associated Press

RUPERT, Idaho - Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt faced an evenly split crowd when he
returned to Idaho for the third time Friday 1o meet with people about his proposal to expand
the Craters of the Moon National Menument to include ihc Great Rift,

Ranchers, hunters and recreationists generally opposed the expansion while environmentatists;
tourism promoters and political pragmatists backed it.

It was the first time Babbitt met with peaple outside the area of the monument, where ranchers
seem to grudgingly accept the proposal, viewing it as inevitable. .

The administration proposed having the Bureau of Land Management and the National Park
Service manage the cxpanded aren jointly, Livestock grazing would continue in the shrubsiep
of the Great Rift managed by the BLM, but the area would be withdrawn from mineral entry
and leasing. Vehicles wouid be limited to designated roads and trails. But hunting would be
reguiated by the siate, and predator control would continue,

Even though Babbitt rezpehéuf to most questiony, he friled to deal directly with concerns
about the expansion’s impact oo bunting or just when & decision will come on the propossl.

1 can give you an outside date of Jan. 21, 2001, he said to {aughter and some applause.

Babbitt's Iatest visit came just after the Western Legislative Forestry Task Force adopted a
resclution calling for a stiategy to reduce forest fuels that contribute to wildfires, The task force
eeiticized the sdministration's increasing use of monument status to protect public lands.
Members say the policy exacerbates the possibility of catastrophic blazes.

Sheep and cattle ranchers said they worry the constraints sccompanying the proposed Craters
expansion will cut ofT secess to water and limit their ability to protect stock from pmiztam
Babbitt scknowledged their couccms and promised to :uidms them. 7
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Recreationists complained that access to that public and would be denied. And Clark Collins
of the BlueRibbon Coalition said the government was frying to fix problems that do aot exist,

“Frankly, if you're going to regulate sportsmen’s access, you need to invelve sportsmen,”
Collins told Babbitt, “We don't want to be overlooked.”

Babbitt said he would "serve you up samne language' that Collins could live with,

Perhaps the most vocal opposition came from one man. He evoked a hearty round of applause
and shouts as he called the proposed expansion another example of government tyranny.

"Tyranny comes in many forms; some of them look palatable,” he said. " But to t2il my teenage
sons they can't ride their ATV's in the desert, that's tyranuny. I suggest we give Bill Clinton's
legacy the Idaho version of one hell of 2 Boston Tes Party.”

Despite the apposition, Babbitt heard from a number of people who support his crusade to
expand the boundaries of the national monument,

A representative of the Idaho Environmental Council agreed with Babbitt that the Great Rift
needs protection "hecause not afl threats to it are currently pevceived. It's high time."

Former Gov. John Evans reiterated his support for the expansion and credited Babbint with the
good sense to come to idaho to hear pecples’ comments, rather than making a decision in the |
isolation of Washington, D.C,

"1t will benefit the community and the state with increased tourism and economic activities,”
Evans said, "I'm a strong supporter of the concept you've got here, Tor the beiterment of
{daho.”

Dennis Wright, & Blaine County Commissiener, said the proposal is one " all reasonable people
can buy inte.”

“We believe the action will enhance livability and benefit future generations,” Wright said to a
reund of spplause.

For more information on these snd other stories sec taday's edition of the Post Register or
bserit 1
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Interior Department gives conditional support for dunes

By Mart Kelley/Associated Press

WASHINGTON - Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt strongly suppocts transforming Colorsdo's
Great Sand Dunes National Monument into 2 oational park, sn Interior Department official
told 3 Senate panel Thursday. )

But Babbitt would like seversi changes in 2 bill to create the park, said Stephen Saunders, a top
Interior Department official in charge of parks. Still, the proposal "is an excellent exampie of
what we can do when we work together,” Ssunders said.

The bill's spansor, Colorado Republican Sen. Wayne Allard, said he did not think Ssunders’
concerns would scuttie the measare.

*This is & careluily crafted bill put together with & lot of interest groups in Colorade,” Allard
said. "' We want to sit down and see where they {Interior Depirtment officials) are coming
from.”

The proposal would expand the Great Sand Dunes National Monument near Alamoss by
_adding the adjacent 100,000-acre Baca Ranch. President Clinton’s 2001 budget proposal
includes $8.5 million as a down payment for the ranch, which reportedly has an asking price of

$3% million. _ .

The new naticnsl park would encompass 750-foot sand dunes, the streams and sand flats that
help create them and surrounding forests and mountains. The Baca Ranch also includes
14,165-foot Kit Carson Mountain, one of two 14,000-foot Colersdo peaks in private hands,

The dunes are formed from ssnd carved sut of the mountains by the beadwaters of the Rio
Grande. Meandering streams carry that sand into large sand sheets, where the valley's winds
blow it into huge, shifting dunes at the base of the Sangre de Cristo range.

If approved, the nationsl park would be Colorado’s fourth and the second o be created in the
state in two years, Congress upgraded the Biack Canyon of the Gunnison from z nationat - ?

 http://www.idahonews. com/e-news/06242000/the_west/111110.htm £/24700
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monument t3 & national park iast year,

Park supporters say it would boost tourism - the national monument gets about JHL000 visitors
a vear - and keep the region's water from being pumped over the mountains Lo Cities in
Colorado’s Front Range or elsewhere, The Baca Ranch's current owners, the Stockman’s
Water Cs,, had announced plans to pump 150,000 acre-feet of water from the ranch each vear
but has not sought government approval .

Sauanders said Babbitt would tike to see 1,284 acres of the propased park declared a3
wilderness. The areas are currently managed as wilderness, meaning that hiking, fishing and
camping are allowed but logging, mining, bicycling and driving are not,

Saunders also said Babbitt was worried that water rights tanguage in the bill could still allow
the water under the Baca Ranch 10 be used outside the park. Allard said the water provisions
were written with local, state and federal input.

“We don't want to bring semething in that blows apart our coalition, but we'll take a closer
look at it and see what their concerns are,” Allard said.

For more information on these and other stories see today's edition of the Post Register or
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State Convreiler J. D, Williams Friday suggesied (o Interior Secretary Bruce
Babbitt a mwade of state land in the expansion ares (or faderal land 25 Box S0\ e “"'*
{anyon,

. Subscribe ‘ FV
- Movies Babbict was in town Friday - his third trip to i6aho this vear - 1o discuss his

L Auction (nfo Apfil proposal for an expansion of Craters. Critics and supporters lurned out ‘
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Qat. ln Southarn
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- Comic Stap Alang with suggesting the land swap, Williams asked for clear language that

L Ares Info the Craters expansion would not inclode any unplied water nghts. Babbitt

g o Lett promused to wark with depantment lawyers 1o ensure the expansion includes
;oSubmitLetar . qdivonal or impiisd waser righis. |

- Offenders

in a recent Supeeme Court mee.,

- Ree. Guide Federal water rights are a potens political issue in Idaha, playing a key role ww
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Others who spoke a1 the hearing voiced concemns sbout the process of
creating or expanding a national monunent, and about the effects of such an
expansion on graring, huming and recreation.

*We're suspicious of what the governmen) may have in store for us,” Rupert
‘sheep rancher Henry Eicheverry said, He and {etow ranchers are concerned
abaut the 1and that ties inside the monument bupndanies but which isn't on
the lava flows. They're aise concernad abowt continued acoess, gredator
control and poxious weed control .
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bOTWiath respect o vesiock. the rules inside the red fing would be the saeme as | S00N |
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wn |12 purpose of the Hne would be 1o dolineate the area that would be closed to Caakbiasind
* mpning and land a0 could not be soid out of fedeml gwaensiup, he sud, {MW“J

fublaher: State BUM Diector Martha Haho saud graziag permis i the area wouid be
Staphen Hariges managed v 2 single distnet. alil @
bosemn :2
;1‘;“;";’;’9 Birecewe: inside the monumens, federal officials alse would exeroise closer control o
. ouer off-highway vehicle use, Hmiung them 10 existing soads and trails - 1n A
Masaging Editar; aaticipation of tacreased use that would come with a menueent designation, % AL
Ciark Watwarth Babbilt said.
Classified Manoper. Clark Coilins of the Bloe Ribbon Coalition said he resented the implication  WadSldins
Daby Johnson that off-highway vehicle use neads 10 be controiled, Leabels
Web Swrvices Directer; i o ) _ ahia :
Teacey Eraty Tt concem 13 that our meoreation inierests will he overiaoked.” he said. Clesellady
™ be” Jerry Jayne of the idaha Environental Councii said hie has been invoived in | .
8 ety efforts 1 expand the Craters of the Moon for abeut 30 years. He suppons g‘“
protection of the arsa's vnuigue geological fearures. Mk

€ -Mat Un or give ux » sl
M (I00733-0834 or calt 1 Perhaps there are no inuninent threats, but not all furure theeats are obvious Pl N e n
fria ot 45004583093, today, e said. An expansion proposal in the 1380s had hais iocal

spposition. But Congress has taken 56 action, he said, Bma
£-Mait T Webmarter '

“I'm glad you're doing it,” Jayse said. "Our delegation hasm't done i” W '&

A Tew people were critieal of President Clinion and the federal government
in general. And 2 nuinber of people cniticizest the process by which Babbint is
proposing 1 expand the monument - from 8 current size of sbout $4,000
acres 1o about 750,000 acres. Some have suggested the change should
tavolve 8 lenger, harder took v Congress,

But Congress has had 3 Jot of time 1o look 3t the proposal already, supporters
of 1the proposal say. .

if anbift devides to moves ahead, he'll refine the proposal and make o
recommendation ¢ President Clinton, Clinton then wuld designate an
expanded monument under the suthority of the Antiquites AL

Somwe sxy the process is merely an end run arcund Congress, Byt Babbitt
disagreed.

In 1906, Congress gave thea-President Teddy Roosevelr suthority to
designate “obiects of historic or scientific interest” on federal land as
national monuments,

Since then the act has boen used by every president except Richard Nixon,
Ranald Resgan and George Sush. Though Congress has tried, it has never
taken the president's authority awsy, Babbitt said.

*Congress coold do it, but people don't want them 10, becamise presidents
have used it to benefit the peopie of America,” he said. {:3
http.//www.magicvalley. com/todaystiviopsiory asp 6/24/00
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Congress also has the authonty to designate natienal monuments and has
done 56 29 tmes. And it has the authonty 1o abolish national monuments but
nas redesignated only about 3.000 acres. according lo The Wilderness
Sociery.

Babbin promised to make public s recommendation to the president,

Former Gov. John Evans. a Burtey Democrat. thanked Babbitt for coming to
1daho to listen to people's concerns.

"He could have done it in Washington. D.C.. but instead he came out here to
listen to local users of the land.” Evans said. The monument expansion
would be "for the berterment of ldaho. the betterment of its communities and
for the citizens involved.”

Times-News writer N S, Nokkentved can be reached at 7330931, Ext. 237,
or by e-mail nels@magicvalley.com

For more stories from arouad The Valley and the world, SUBSCRIBE
To The Times-News print edition.

Privacy Policy
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Babbitt says Craters expansion likely
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The Prospects for Community-Based Stewardsh:p

i May 1999, Secretary c:f Irterior Bruce Babbit came 10

Southwes Colorade 1 announce ar initiative e en-
hanced protection of 154,000 acres of archaenlogical
resonrces on BLM fand in wastern Montezuma and
Dolores counties, Pollowing proctamation of the Grand
Staircase Escalante Natiorsal Monwment in Uah, the
Secretary’s announcement touched off 2 Brestorm of
canroversy over hao 1 respord w his challenge.

During sursmner 1999, & Wotking Group was appointed,
which conducmed six public meesngs and issued 2 eporton
community input. I February 2000, legisharion based on the
Waorking Group repors was intreciuced in the
- House and Serare 1o create the “Canyons 6f the Ancients
National Conservanon Area.” In March, Sesuare hearings on
the NCA legislaion were sbouptly canceled, ugely due o
suident and persisienz CPEGIINON by 2 property nghts group
wha argued that NCA legisiation wascaving inw 2
conspiracy 1o kick multple-use off public Jaswd ared siee
private propesty, anct that it woedd be bever 1o fight a
National Monumen: Proclamation incouwst. In April.
Secremary Bablar, in 3 telephone call wo the Mosteuma
Cousnty Cormrrassioness, sated that he was forwvarding 3

propesal 1o proclaim Canyon of the Ancienss National
Monumernt o President Ginton.

Gmmmmmmmmm

interventor, resuited in the proposal and withdrawal of
\Cmngmwmmmfm
‘cotnmunity-hased strsvardship can be an effecrive approach
10 the care and managernent of this landscape? Not only do
the ingredients exist 10 develop 2 community Sewardstip
strategy, bat such an approach i the anly way o ensiuee a
future of productive harmony between contempaorary

uses of this landscape and extensive remains of te Ances-
during the 1300s to be absorbed int other suthwesiem

The consensus in the Working Group Report, forged out
of the stormy public mestings during the susnmer of 1999,
goes beyond an invertory of concerns abous rmualtiphe use,
freedom of acosss and exploration, the prowction of

private propery rights and the sustainability of the local

sconrmy and tax base. The report also confirms the need 1o
profect some of the highest concenmation of echaeciogical

sites Known in e coungy fom vandalism and uningenzional
damage from dsing levels of reareational use,

The Working Group Repors states that funding levels 1o
B1LM for managing this area are “woefully inadequare.” b
saggests that additonal funding and saffing showld supponta
ranagemery plan that has community Stewardship as s -
centerpiecs, rather than as an afterthought. Additional
saffing should emphasize sidlis in volunteer coordinaton,

. mCreanon frRnagement, archaeclogical interpremtion and
visitor echucanion. Building on volurgeers wha have already

adepued sites, and tightening up communication networks
with horseback and bike riders, hikers, grazers, oil companies
and admomn lndowners is the only way to have enough eyes
w wasch over this vagt and rugged area and respond effec-
tively to treals 10 the resoume,

Scrne peopie who participatad in the public discussions
smiphasized e intrinsic value of the archagologicat re-
sources. Others primarily value the wide rnge of uses, rights,
and freedom of access 1o this treasured landscape. People
swith beth of these perspecives share 3 common interest
in raking sure that the archaeological resources and the
larkiscape thar has suppored thousands of years of habua-
tion are well cared for. The Working Group Report called for
an advisory counci made up of the Aull range of these
interesss w develop and help implemnent a communiry- .
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The ciiff doseliers of Mesa Verde Natona Park, whign
macie the archaeoiCgical maources of Southowest Calards
internationally renowned, coprasent the lag and most defen.
sive stages of Ancostrat Puebloan settiemens which today are
tightdy managed by the Park Service. The {anvons of the
Ancients, whuch cover both pabtic and private land, sup-
ported more oaemsive and long-sanding netweris of
extended family agnoultural sealerments. 1t is appropnate duat
the responsibsility for care of the Canvons of the Anciens
should be substaneially vested in wxiay’s inhabitanus of this
landscape. Being able 10 exend this irust is the challenge o
the federal governmery; living up to this trust is the challenge
13 the loeal comprmaniy.

—Michaet Preston., Assocheic: Divecxw: QCS/FIL
Cawareiirvane, Moo Loy Federai Laods Progrem.
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Valley lawmakcrs lose fight
on sequoia monument plans

By Michnet i}oyln
Ehew Wanll S inrais

WARHINCYON - Phnning for
the new {Mant Bequois National
Mosument ez tontinus unhin-
dernd, afler Houms metion Thors.

day.

I & strikiog defeat for San Joa-
quin Vsliey lewmakers, sn ol
tics of Bast Coant Bepublicans
and must Demwrsts made sure
that n $14.8 billion [nlesior De-
- partment speoding bill will permis
eontinusd planning ke new wona.
monts patablished this yesr
Thase monumonts lnclude the
-+ 328,000-sex0 Graat Sequais Nn-
_ tionel Muonument, dmwm br
" Preeident Clintoo in Apwil.

*This s o giRk do wir nakion, just
o5 Yosemils wes a il Lo our ne-
tion," smid Reg. Gecrgy Milker of
Martinez, the top Domoe st on ihe
House Ruscurces Commitier,
*Amecica’s wild Junde and
" envimmmental foalures

ted”
By & 243-177 wois, the House
eliminsted 8 provision

4
d be .

ing thw sequaia mosisent and &
baX.dozen athers established this
yonx. The eliminated pravision
wottld bave prohibited federal
spanditg on design, planning and
oew managenent. Forest Service
ollicials woceld instend have men-
aged tha land as i it hadu't been
denipoated as 4 momyment,

The defeated measure woaid
bhave stopped & new Giant Sequads

mntplmdwgmdwmm&t

mauols Clinton adminiy.
cgm had warned of =

mzi&ug'm velaingd the pro-
hibition oo smomumant aponding.
“Ysix woukd put [sncks irs nathes.
o moroments in a skate ol tinbo,*
said Rep Sherwood Boehlet, B-

"N.Y. “Whoa could poasibly goin

froom {unds in this kind of
halfws onditon T
Fessiminiic Valley lawmakers

houriong debste Thursdey, Still,
the stricken monnment provisien
wag & way lo communicale dis-
pleasure over Ulinton's vailaternl

establishneat of the Gisnt Se-
qm;ia aganml.

“Y's slways te pui penple
o noties wﬁga-s ﬁmm
ticn with {be manument slalug,”
said Hep. Ceorge Hadenovich, B-
Maripoas,

Using tha sweeping powery of
the 1806 Antiquities Act, Clinton
hes eniabliched nine national
monamenty witheul haviag to go
tseaygh Congress,

"1 agree with many thet the se-
gupin groves sre nations! trea-
sures that merid special oare and
sldention,” aait Rep. Cal Dooley,
D—Banfmd, bud “my vole bodny re-

fnnttﬁm with thw way the

m and ﬂadammh

with Bacramanto-sren &m@zﬁ
Reps. John Doolittle of Boeklin,
Daug Ose of Sacraments and
Richard Pambo of Pracy in woting
for U yooeesmant fizding han
Those voting agaiost the weasare
included Beps. Wally Herger, R-
Mrrysville, and Bobert Matsui, D-
facraments.

Aa in post environmental con-

George
Mitisr

Tha Giant $a-
Guiola .-
men! s s gl
;:;ﬁ Ok 1A~

,” Says
the M?tgmz
Desnocrat.

troveraies, Dooley and the Valley
Republicans were facing nl enly
the administratien but g Buehilent
led team of moderale Bagt Coast
GOP members, whese staley bave
fittle feduradly owoed Innd. Pravi-
ous legislative offurts challenging
Clinten's use of the Antiguities
Act have Bhewise Tuded.

Cangress, buwever, isn’t
through wilh the monameat iy-
aue,

House mesnbern inchaded o pru-
vigion in the Interior Depastuient
spending bill entouraging lavee-
able considexation by the Forest
Hervice: for econemic developoment
reguests pim “tommunilies ad-
vaguely impacted” by the Ginnt Se-
quais dectsion, Those communi-
tins inciude the amatl dowen of Bi-
subn, where Sequois Forest he-
duslries has already apnounced
pleas to clase its sawmill aod lay
off TS workers,
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. o many Coloradans, Vermil-
lion Basin is undiscovered
country. It is an enormous,

lonesome spread of U.S. Bu-
.. reay of Land Management property,
sitting north of Rangely and east of
the Green River's famed Canyon of
Lodore. Magnificent wildlife berds
" roam its wide valleys, stark bluffs
and rugged canyons. ’
Certainly, the Vermillion area rep-
--resents an important grassland eco-
- "system. Sadly, it also may stir a
needless potitical feud.
In recent months, U.S. Interior Sec-
retary Bruce Babbitt has asked Pres-

©/15/00

"' national moouments throughout the
- West. But local resideats and some
members of Congress complain the
"' process short-circuits public input.
.. To his credit, Babbitt usually Eas
= sought public comment before seek-
. Ing presidential action. Babbitt also
© has waited until it became clear that
'[.. Congress would oot protect ecosys-
.i lems, landscapes or other resources.
=+ For example, in southwest Coloras-
do, Babbitt didn't seek s presidential
«.order creating the oew Canyouns of
....the Ancieats National Mooument un-
- til congressional efforts to protect
E «.the area's archaeological treasures

. withered, .

'~ And Babbltt hasn't yet tor
= White House action oa t al lands
-+ west of Grand Junction, because U.S,

" Rep. Scott Mclnois, a Republican

" ident Clinton to declare several new’

: Monumental feud brewing

wh_o represents the Western Siope, is
diligently working on legislation to
protect the area as the Colorado Can-
yons National Conservation Area.

Now comes word that the National
Wildlife Federation, normally a mod-
erate eaviroamental group, may ask
Babbitt to ask Clinten to declare Ver-
million Basin a nationa! monument.

It’s unclear what problem the fed.
eration thinks a moaument declara-
tion would solve. Regardless of what
labei gets slapped on a parcel of pub-
lic .land, the most important consid-
eration is how the resources — wiid-
life, vegetaticn, landscapes or
historic treasures — are being man-
aged and protected

In any case, the group’s tactics
could create political trouble. The
federation hasn't buijlt support for the

idea among northwest Colorado resi-

dents. And local reseatment could
lead to congressional opposition.

By pushing for presidential fiat,
the f{ederation could, in fact, upend
public input. An cpen, deliberative
congressional process, such as the
one that Mclania is using, would be a
far better approach than an adminis-
{rative declaration.

The federation promised to reveal
a detailed proposal later this mooth.
But by oot generating local and con-

gressiopal support, the groyp already
may have undermined what other-

wise could be a worthy push to pro-

tect public lands.



http:comp1.in

NEWS SU

U.S. Department of the Interlor

Tur WasuiNeTon Post

MMARY

Office of Communications

PICK-UP IN ROOM 1063

JN 1 6 2

Frioax. June 16. 2000

House Protects Monument Funds
Logging Interests Sought to Strip Money From Interior

By Extc Pranin
Pashwngron Poss Staff Wnter

The Clinton administration and environmentai-
ists unexpectedly thwarted an effort in the Houae
yesterday to bar the use of federal funds for design-
ing and managing land designated by the pres-
dent as natonal monaments, )

In a sign of the potential potency of emviroo-
mental issues this ¢lection year. the House voted
243 to 177 to kill a provision of the Interior De-

partment spending bill prohibiting the agency

from designing, pluaning or managing any nation-
al monuments desighated since the beginning of
the year. Forty-six Republicans, moderates and
conservatives alike, broke ranks to support the
president.

The issue has guined force since Clinton desig-
nated eight new mtional monuments and expan-
ded an exjsting ope since janyary, The monu-
ments cover more than | million acres in Arizona,
California, Colorsdo, Oregon and Washington
state; the designation gives the government more
leverage in protacting the areas from vandalism,
new mining or logifing activities. )

Western Republicans have angrily complained
that Clinton has used the 1906 Antiquities Act to
engineer an unprecedented federsl “land grab®

locking up vast areas of federally owned tand that

face no real threat from development or degrada-
tion. Republican Gov, George W. Bush has made

Clinton’s conduct in issue in the presidential o *

paign. . ’
“This administration is in a desperate

grab of our federal lands,” decizred Rep. Helen- .

Chenoweth-Hage (R-Idaho). “The biggest grab

by nullifying designationa. Rep.
Norman D. Dicks (D-Wash.) argued that the re-
strictions would net prevent the president from
making future designations—only keep the Interi-
or Depastmeat .from property masaging mosu-
ments already selected.

“This would be a bad thing for not only this
president, which i lot of people in this chamber
don't seem to like, but for the future president who
may want to protect an important moaument for
the country,” Dicks said.

_Clinton already has threatened to veto the $14.6
billion lnterior spending measure because of a
number of provisions. The House yesterday also
voted 1o delete another section opposed by Clin-

ton that wouid have slowed government efforts to

tighten land use restrictions on federal lands along
the Columbia River basin in the Northwest,

The vote on monuments hughlighted a tradition-
al split within the GOP between conservative
wesiern state Republicans vigorously opposed to
federul land management policies and moderates
with eavironmentatiata. Yestzrday's debate at one
point pitted conservative Rep. James V. Hanseg
(R-Utah), the leader of the effort to block new nm
tional moguments, against Rep. Sherwood E-°
Boehlert (R-N.Y), 2 leading moderate and environ-
mental defender. !

o
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Canyons of the Ar;cients'named a
national monument

By Mike Soraghan and £lacia Lraper
Tenver Post Staf! Writers

June 10, 2000 - WASHINGTON -
President {hnton turned 164,500 acres
of relic-filled desert canyons in
southwaestern C2iorado ints a8 national
monument Friday, continuing hig push
rg ingrease profection for federal lands

i's official

Presc@ant S hvany s F el Dofiibising
i \.a&m OF Wi AraTusii Rade ar
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"Clinton created the Canyons of the

bafore he leaves gffice next vear,

But Regublican leaders in Congress are
pustung m the oither direction, trying to
bipck any federal money from going to
the pew monumenis, That's setting the
stage for 3 Guagset fight in Corgresy
next waek,

Ancients Naticnal Monument out of fand
aiready controlled by the Bureau of
Lang Management, cammaonly called
the McEIme Domae. The land is 9 miles
west of Mese Verde National Park,

Adimirers ¢all the land a freasure trove of Indian artifacts, with the
highest-kngwn density of archaeciogical sltes in the country. The
résaurcs inciude kivas and cliff dweitmgs from Native American
seitismaents,

Admiinistration ¢fficials say the area needs ;}rotectzon fwm
vandaiism and increasing (ourism,

"The grawth of poguiation and tourisay in this area definitely is
threatening degradation and vandatisr of thase sites,” George
Frampton, acting chair of Clinton's Coungil on Envirgnmaental
Quality, said at 2 White Mouse briefing.

Chinton aiss created three other monumenis on federcal tands in
Western states Friday: 135,000 acres of the Ironwoed Forest west
of Tucson; 52,000 agres in the Cascade-Siskivou region of

- saythern Oregon: and 200,008 acres along 51 miigs of the

Coiumbia River inside Washington state's Hanford Nuclear

Reservation, With the degignations, the White House said, Clinton

has protected more than 3 millien acres a5 naticnal monumaeants, T
more than any ather president,

L
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Ar Canyons of the Ancients, recreational off-road mouniain Diung
amd motorized yies would be banned. Bur drilling for o, gas ang
carbon dioxide woild cantinue untid (e surrent resourias areg
tanped ocut. That could take 350 to 40 years, Exploratory dnlling
would not be aliowed, .

But some residents are concarngd the government might kry o
forcibly acquire private lang wihin monument doarders,

“Fhere are some big question marks that lgave me quite troublad,”
Monteryma Caunty commission Chair Gene Stury sa2id Frday.

He wasg disturbed that Clinton's prociamation didn’t guarantee that
the faderal guvernment will abstain from taking and from
ynwiiling sellers. About 30 families have in-hoidings, some up to
1,400 acres in size. Those famudies are worried that, even if they
hold onto their property, thay might not have unfettered access o
i, Story said.

Adminisiration cfficials stressed thst none of the conditions on the
land appiy to private in-noldmgs, but they did not address how
future acquisitions would be hangied.

Story dlsn questioned language in the prociamation that said the
Bureau of Land Management will work with state authorities to
cbtain water ngeded for monument purpeses. “Therg isn't any
water cut there” to speak of, he said,

Barlier tnis year, U.8. Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell, R-Coto,,
intraguced a plan to protect the McEime Dome site as a nationat
conzervation area but dropped it less than two emaonths later,
biaming a lack of local consensus.

Carmpbell saig Friday that Clinton (8 abusing s autharily and
gngaging in a “frantic war on the West" during his last yvear in
affice, :

"He has proven once again that governing by imperial decree is a
fousy way Lo run 3 democracy,” Campbell said.

U.S. Rep. Scott Melnnis, RGrand Junction, shared tnat criticism,
But said he would not support efforts to biock funding for the
manment.

“That's the worst thing that can happen,” said Mclnnis spokasman
Josh Peary, “to force a monumaeant on these pecple, then not give
BLM the monay 10 manage the land.®

The srovision tlocking funding for new manuments was requestad
by .8, Rep. James Hansen, RUtah, who Is frustrated with what be
says i5 Clinton's abuse of power,

It's the only control we have,” said Allen Freemyer, 2 Hansen
sraffer. ’ .

Hansen's provision ig gontained in the proposed intenor
pepartment budget, scheduled for a House vote naxt wo;ek. The .
administration is not yet threatening a veto of the Interior . 2 g‘“
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Department budget if the provision stays in, but the White House
is ctearly alarmed. .

"I think this oneg sticks up pretty high on the radar screen,”
Frampton said.

U.5. Rep. Mark Ugall, D-Boulder, may try to remove the provision
during next week's expacted budget battle,

Some local residents conterd the monumenri gasignation is simply
a Federal land gral.

we're going 1o keep fighting unti there's no fight left in us,” 3814
MeElmg Canyan rancher Chester Torer, spokesman for the
Southwest Colorado Landowners Association. The group 5
lobbving Congress 1© ravoke the designation and has threalaned
ta sue. ’

“Meaningful protection” But conservationists cheered Chinton's
action, saving they got most of what they wanted.

*The adrinistration Bas given meaningful profection with the
monument designation,” said Colerado Environmental Coalition
spokesman Jeff Wideman,

*

Copyright 2000 The Danver Fost. Al rights reserved.
This muterisl may not Be oublishad, brosdcast, cewrittan or redistributed.
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President quickly OKs Ironwood
Monument

“Clintoo orders protection for 129,000 acres, but
controversy will continue

o

By Tony Davis and Mauree ) *

O'Connell : Whats inthe -

ARIZONA DAILY STAR monument

President Clinton yesterday capped * Silver Ball Mountains:

one of the quickest debates ever over  CoAtain atleast 675 animai / [

hitp /iwww.azstamnet, com/public/driews/000610FRONWOOD himl 6/10/00
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President quickly OKs ronwood Monumenm

one of the quickest debates evar over
federal land protection in Arizona by
proclaiming 2 new [ronwoaod Forest
National Monument for Tucson's far
Northwest Side.

Less than three months aRer Pima
County asked for creation of the

monument, Clinton used an exscutive

order to set aside 129,000 acres of
federal land in northern Pima County
and southern Pinal County to save the
iranwood tree and its surrounding
desert ecology.

The land in question includes tow-

- iying hills and rugged, rocky
mountains, stark desert cliffs and
densely packed stands of saguaros
and ironweods,

It was one of four mosuments in the
West that Clinton created yesterday
with the controversial, but so far
legally unchallenged, toot of setting
them aside under the federal

Antiguities Act.

Hig order came less than 90 days after
Pima County's Board of Supervisors
started pushing for the monument,
and barely a week after Interior
Secretary Bruce Habbitt proposed it
With a pen stroke, Clinton has
forever barred this area to future
mining claims and off-road vehicle
use, '

Page o o1

and piant species, nciuding
bighom sheep and 83 other
marsnmiat species ang &7
birg species, More than 200
HMohokarreers
archaeatogicat sites,

* Sawtooth Mountains: ] ¢
Contain 209 plant species,
a ighom shoep herd,
desernt {00150, numercus
lizartd species, ¢eer, coyote,
fox, burrowing owls,
anteiops, jack rabhits and
18 archaeoiogical sites,

* Ranching: Estimated six
o 15 renchers graze at
feast 1.000 cattle in the
mosumant ars, ) .
* Minerals 2nd
developrmant: Slate Landg
Separiment estimates that
ity 54,000 peres within the
monunsnt boundarigs are
worth 350 million o mining
and development rights,

* Twa areas on Nationsd
Registar of Historic
Places: Los Roblss
Archaeoiogicst District ang
Cocoraque Bulte '
Arghiaeological Districf,

*t Remnants of the
Mission Santa Ans: Built
it 1811 for the Papago
irgiians by Father Juan
Bautista Liorens, priest who
aise somplated constniction
of Mission San Xavier del
Bac in 1797, Last Spanish
mizsion built in Pimsrna
Alla, (hw upper régicn whem
the Pima indians historically
lived. .

While the U.S. Bureau of Land Management nwst draw up 8 plan for
its operation, its officials have already said grazing will continue in
the monunment area for the foresesable future,

And while the federal land was already barred from development,
Clinton's action laid the groundwork for preserving an additional
§1,000 acres of state and private land within monument boundaries.
Those lands won't join the monument until the federal governmen

buys or trades for them.

Environmentalists and county officials wanted the monument

designation to protect the land from urban growth,

hitp:/fwww . azstarnet com/public/dnews/0006 1 0IRONWOOD himl
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- President quickly OKs ronwood Monument ‘ \,_ Page 3 of §

Sharon Branson, supervisors’ chalrwoman, said she was surprised at
the swiftness of Clinton's action but is pleased at the cutcome.

"It will be 2 keystone for the success of the Sonoran Desert
Conservation Plan," said Bronson, referring 1o the still-brewing
county proposal ta save more than 400,000 acres to protect
endangered-species habitat.

The monument arrives three years after county Parks and Recreation
officials first discussed protecting much of this area as part of 2
mountain park system. A formal park-preserve proposal surfaced in
early 1998, The early drafts of the Sonoran Desert plan proposed
setting aside parks in the Waterman-Roskruge Mountains in northern
Pima Courty and the Sawtooth Mountains in southern Pinal County.

The monument has drawn strong support from environmental groups,
Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum scientists, some neighborhood
groups living near the Siiver Bell Mountains, the Tohono O'odham
Nation and the Pinal County Board of Supervisors.

But its future isn't guaranteed. U.5. Rep. Jim Koibe has strongly
opposed it, largely because the Clinton administration bypassed
Congress in creating it. Kolbe supports a budget proposal that would
forbid the administration from spending money on designing,
operating or drawing up 4 management pian for the monument,

Kolbe wasn't available for comment yesterday. His press secretary,
Keith Rosenblum, expressed concern that Chinton moved so fast to
¢reate the momument.

“There was not really any public participation,” Kolbe, 3 Republican,
said last week. “There was a study that came out & few months ago
stating that this was an important ecosystem, but that doesa't mean
we had to make it & national monument soon thereafter ”

The administration haa repeatedly done end-runs around Congress on
monument issues because of the difficulty of getting preservation
proposals through the business-friendly Republican Congress.

Until yesterdsy, Clinton had created five other national mosuments,
including two in Arizona, without congressional approval. With the
four new monuments, Clinton said yesterday that he has protected
more land as national monuments in the lower 48 states than any
other president. '

1

The three others named yesterday are;

* Washington's Hanford Reach, a $1-mile strétch of salmon-rich . ( g

http://www.azstarnet com/public/dnews/0006 1 OIRONWOOD html , 6/10/00
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waters and sloping sandstone biufs,

* Oregon's Cascade-Siskiyou, including Soda Mountain and nearby
lands where plant and animal life are abundant,

* The Canyons of the Ancients, nine miles west of Mesa Verde
National Park isrColorado.

If Ironwood Monument funds are barred, “We will be in tough
shape,” said Tony Herrell, assistant fieid manager of Tucson's BLM
office. "It will make it very hard to manage ™

The burean will need 25 new staffers in the coming vear 1o §W¢
the monument's first management olan and operate it, Herrell said.

The monument will have no formal visitor center, Officials soon will
open 3 small visitor contact station near Avrz Valley and Power Line
roads 10 offer information about the monwmeni 1o hikers and others,
The monument will also imerpret the area’s mining history, which
dates back 50 years, he said.

The government will try to buy or trade for the private and state land
over the coming years, and make its top priority the lands most at risk
of developtnent, Herrell said.

"It's & lot of change, and it's very fast. I'm kind of taking it all in, and
I'm not sure how to react,” the BLM official said. *But [ think the
area is very scenic, and I like the fact that a lot of different groups
have come together behind it.”

But ranching is a potential conflict. Steve Lehning, & rancher who
owns 1,000 acres within the monument boundary, teamad with five
other ranchers as the Avra Vailey Silver Bell Conservation Allisnce
when the ronwood proposal first surfaced. The group wants a
guarantee that it has a future on the land, where ranchers graze = total
of about 1,000 cattle on private and public propernty.

Carolyn Campbell, director of the Tucson-based Coalition for
Sonoran Desert Protection, was noncommittsl on this issue, saying

- the pros and cons of grazing will be debated as the plan is put .
together, =

"I doh't know if grazing can cortinue at-all on public lands,
particularly riparinn areas. But | think this process will be a place
where we can find that out,” Campbell said.

Regarding her coalition’s stance, she added, "If the ranchers are

talking about low-impact and sustaingble ranching, [ think i's up to
them to ... prove they can do that.” . ' / 7

http://ww.azstarsiet. conv/public/dniews/0006 ITRONWOOD. hmi §/10/00
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Presidert quickly OK3 ironwood Sianémeg‘zt

Lehning asserted that ranchers have been good stewards for more
than a cemtury. Just that the land is considered worthy of preservation
proves that grazing has not wrecked it, he said.

Ranchers and environmentalists alike are pleased that the monument
status secures some protection from urban sprawl but worry about
the potential for damage that comes with visitor traffic.

If the plao nudges out viable grazing Lehning said he would be
tempted to sell his acreage to the "developer who comes through
with the biggest pocketbook,” since its sechusion couid prove
magnet for luxury homes.

f there are o many restrictions that we can't make 3 fiving as cattle
ranchers anymore, what other options do we have?" he asked.
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| Clinton to preserve Hanford Reach

by Kevin Galvin
Senttle Times Washington buresya

WASHINGTON - 3
President Clinton today
will designate 200,000
acres of Lastemn
Washington sagebrush
country around the
Hanford Reach as a
national monument to
pratect the last
free-flowing stretch of
the Columiia River from
future development,
administration officialg
said yesterday.

News of the

announcement, which

officials were working to
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e ieE ; Tha Columbis River fows the

the Tri-cities area this majutic white BlefYs of m!, ;

moming, drew praise Keach

from environmentalists.

But Eastern Washinﬁn gfficials condemned the move as

a federal land-grab that runs counter t© local public

opinion.

There are 200,000 people in Grant, Adams and Benton
counties, "most of whorn are opposed to this designation,”
said Grant County Commissioner Deborah Kay Moore.

1 The 51-mile stretch of the Colimbia around Hanford was

never dammed because it runs alongside the Hanford
nuclear reservation, which was a top-secret federal facility
until recent vears. As the last undammed portion of the
Columbia above Bonneville Dam, it suppons a healthy run
of wild chinook salmon that, in tum, sustains tnbal,
commercial and sport fishing. '

Fisheries suthorities consider the reach to be a biological
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: model that could be ¢ritical to restoring the salmon rung up
- and down the river. Ancient Native-American cultural and
religious sites also are found along the stretch of river.

"This will be a tremendous action that saves a regionally
and nationally significant weasure,” 8ill Arthur, the Sierra
{Club's director in the Northwest, said of the monument
designation. "1t allows for protection of a igger part of
this incredible landscape that you could not have achieved
otherwise.”

The Hanford Reach national monument will be double the
size of the Mount 8¢, Helens National Volcanic
Monument, at 110,000 acres, and almost as big as Mount
Rainuer National Park at 235,000 acres.

Officially, White House and Gore-campaign spokesmen
would say only that the vice president plans an
"environmental event” when he ventures out to Lastern
Washington.

But admirdstration officialy speaking only on condition of
anonymity told The Seattle Times that Gore, the
Democrats' likely presidential nominee, would highlight
the decision when he visits the Washington State
University carmpus in Richland and cruises the river by
boat with Sen, Patty Murray, D-Wash.

(Gore also was expected 1o tout the creation of the
Cascade-Siskivou National Monwmnent around Soda
Mountain in Oregon.

Murray, whose father grew up in the Tri-Cities and who
vacationed in the gnvirons of the river a3 a young girl, has
made prowction of the Hanford Reach a top prionity. She
said she hoped the president’s designation would preserve
both the area's wildiife and its history.

"When they make the announcement,” Murray said
yesterday, "it will really change the Northwest view, the
nation’s view of this beautifid area, and it will make ita
destination.

"It's been 4 lot of work by a lot of people and it truly, to
me, is 2 historic moment,” she said,

Local officials, however, see the designation as a political
power play by the Clinton White House. By approving the
Hanford Reach as a national monument, the president does
not need to rely on support from a Republican Congress.

"We have been advocating shared manasgement - state,
local, wribal and federal,” said Benton County .
Commissioner Max Benitz, “Now local citizens are being
excluded from the process. I cail that dictatorship.”

Benitz said he and others have been denied a chance o 1 ',
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meet with Gore during his visit today.

County officials support preservation of the river and of
the spectacular white bluffs that line much of the north
shore. But they argue that some level of irrigated farming
should be allowed in the arid, sagebrush area across from
the Hanford nuclear reservation.

Local and federal officials and citizens have negotiated for
several years, trying 1o find a compromise on how to
protect the area and who should control it. But Murray
asked the administration to step in earlier this year when
talks broke down.

Yesterday, Sen. Slade Gorton, R-Wash., criticized the
admimistration’s actien. In a conference call with reporters
orgaruzed by the presidential campaign of Texas Gov.
George W. Bush, Gorton chided Gore and accused him of
interfering in local affairs. He noted that it was Gore's first
visit to the eastern part of the siate in years.

Clinton's monument designation for Hanford is likely w0
become a flashpoint in this year's glections.

In his re-clection campaign, Gorton has sought to
strengthen his backing in Eastern Washington by arguing
that proposals to breach dams on the Lower Snake River
and preserve the Reach are proof of the federal
govermment's top-down intrusion in focal affairs, And
many tesidents have long complained that the federal
glavtmmam already controls too much land in that part of
¢ state,

"The only justification for unilateral action would be an
immediate threat to the Reach,” Gorton said, noting that
the Department of Energy still controls the area and that
development is not an immediate congem, "The only
emergency is that the president is geing o be out of office
soon.”

Clinton has used the Antiquities Act of 1906 to protect
more land in the continental United States than any other
president except Theodore Roosevell. This year alone, he
has set astde 3 million acres tirough the expansion or
creation of national monuments, including the Grand
Canyon and the Sequoias in California.

*The president has dons this as a last resort when Congress
has failed to act to protect pristine national reésources,” said
one administration official who confirmed the decision.

Clinton hadn't signed the Hanford declaration before he ‘
departed on a 36-hour trip to Japan and back for the ‘
funeral of former Prime Minister Obuchi, officials said. He

was due back in Washington last night and expected 10

give final approval to the Hanford and Soda Mountain

declarations upon his return. 1 f
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| Jim Warts, a local union official who had been tapped to
1 , broker a compromise between Tri-cities community
| teaders, environmentalists and iribal leaders, applauded
Clinton's expecze& move.

"The community had their chzmce and unfortunately they
didn't take advantage of it." he said. "It's a unique,
extremely unique plece of property. It is the last true wild
section where salmon are spawning in successful
munbers.”

Watts also said he hoped the added attention because of
the Reach’s new status would focus public anention on the
effort to finance cleanup of the Hanford nuclear site,

The town of Hanford was evacuated inn World War [ o
' make way for a top-secret nuclear-research facility.

! Senator Murray's father was wounded in the war, and he
returned to Hnd the town transformed. He told her
preserving the area would be an appropriate gesture of
thanks o the community.

"He said to me that he thought it was really wonderfuxi, that
[ was giving back somnething to a community that had
given so much,” Murray said.

But Moore, the Grant County commissioner, offered a
different perspective on that history. When the government
took over the land in 1943, it paid "literally pennies” to the
landowners, but promised it would be returned to farmers
when it was no longer needed, she said.

“If vou make a promise,” she asked, "shouldn’t you follow
through?"

Times staff reporter Ross Anderson contributed 1o rhis
report.

Kevin Galvin's phone message number is 206-464-2772,
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Clinton to announce monument for Manford Reach

WEATHER

Gore tours area today; J sthers will be designated
Frgay, June §. 2000

JOEL CONNELLY 3 and CHARLES POPE
SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER REPORTERS

As Vice President Al Gore tours the Hanford Reach this mormung,
Bresident Clinton will designate a national monument along the 5 -mile
ol undammed stretch of Columbia River in Eastern Washington, sources in
} Washington, D.C., confirmed last night.

The president will use his executive autherity to create a 200,000-acre
| Hanford Reach National Monument, along with a Cascade-Sigkivou
i National Monument in the Soda Mountain area of south-central Oregon,
Sart @dat& Orank

Query H . . _ . , .
Browas By 05 Tt Clinton is expected to establish a Canyon of the Ancients National
Monument in Colorado. protecting America's highest known density of
. archeological sites, and an Ironwood Forest National Manument in

uplands of Arizona’s Sonoran Desert.

Moving to Seattie?

ig{q’;{’_’;’;ﬁ‘iﬁﬁ Gore is scheduled to take a boat trip on the Hanford Reach and later

Lk [++]R{ 15

i deliver a speech on environmental preservation at the Tri-Cities campus
f of Washington State University.

1TR N THE g*:k iﬁ'(}

The Clinton adaunistration has moved in less than three weeks to resoive
. 2 wwo-decade conroversy over the free-flowing river, its dramatic bluffs,
LO:?;‘: “é’,‘f $ | and wild shrub and grassland habitat flanking what was one of America's
eat miciear weapons manufactuning plants.
VL Notehook . 2o &P

1% INCTHE P GO

The Hanford Reach is the spawning ground of the last great wild salmon
runs of the Columbia River. It is the only non-reservoinzed stretch of
river remaining between Bonneville Dam, east of Portland, and the
Canadian border,

Sen. Party Murray, D-Wash., long an advocate of protecting the reach
and adjoining wildlands on the 560-square-mile Hanford Nuclear
Reservation, would not confirm Clinton's pending action.

"T will say this: We will see from the secretary of the interior and the ‘
. Clinton administration a commitment to making sure local people have a vists &

say in writing the management plan for the reach,” Murray said. ‘Spuraay
Republican Sen. Slade Gorton yesterday tried to upstage Gore by {,gnce st
predicting that the vice president would announce the national monument  campaian 2 3
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predicting thai the vice president would anngunce the nationa) monument campaign
during his three-city swing through the state wodav, ) seat 5

Gorton spoke o regional reporters in a telephone briefing set up by the
campaign of Republican presidential candidare George W. Bush. He
argued that the reach is not threatened, and that the administration's only
urgency is that Clinton is about to leave office.

“This administration is doing things to people rather than with people. . |
. Instead of working with the local people. the administration says, We
don't care what you want, we're going to de it Gonton said in a separate
merview. : :

The designation "is designed more to get the approval of The New York
Times thari anybody else,” Gorton added.

Clinton has used the 1906 Antiquities Act to designate a series of
national monuments in the American West, The law was first used by
President Theodore Roosevelt early in the 20th century to protect such
places as the Grand Canyoen and the heart of Washington's Olympic
Moumtains. Both areas are now national parks, ‘

Earlier this year, Clinton moved to prméa wild canyonlands of the
Arizona Stnp, north of the Grand Canyon, and giant Sequoia rees in
Califormia.

The Hanford Reach has remained natural largely because, in 1942, the
great bend of the Columbia River north of Richiand was taken over by
the Manhattan Project to make plutonium for nuclear weapons.

Eight shut-down nuglesar reactors sit along the south and west banks of
the river, a legacy of Hanford's four decades in bomb making.

The wilder north and east sides of the Columbia River are marked by the
White Biuffs of Hanford. The undammed river is a major bird habitat,
home to a big fall chinook salmon run, and contains important Indian
archenlogical sites. ' '

The H&hfm& Reach, and the Wahluke Slope just to the north, have seen a
succession of development proposals in the last quarter-century.

The Army Corps of Engineers campaigned in the 19705 to dam the river
for reservoirs. In the 1980s, the Corps proposed to dredge a navigation
channel down the middle of the river to make Wenatchee a barge port.

Local officials in Grant County have long supported some amount of
agricuitural developmerns on the Wahluke Slope, a chunk of the Hanford
reservation now managed as a national wildlife refuge.

The [nterior Department began o examine preservation of the reach in
1979, even as the Corps centinued te lobby for damming and dredging.
The campaign for its preservation began in earnest in 1595 when Murray
proposed legislation to give the area federal protection under the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act.

As he ZQM the river last month, U.S. Interior Secretary Bruce Babhbitt,
himself a geologist, voiced alarm at erosion of the White Bluffs by

. existing irrigation in areas adjoining the Hanford reservation. 2 L](

6/9/06 8.03 Ak



S ROTE DD SRTRIE TRONWMISNT L Suaniord Ssuwn

3of4

Gore will vide the Hanford Reach today with Richard Steele. 2 Hanford
technician who has spent nearly 30 yvears fighting efforts to dam and
dredge the river, and irmigate adioining lands.

Steele has cited the example of a wide, gravel-covered bar in the river
where he fished in the early 1970s that is aow covered with silt up 10
three feet deep. "How 15 that good for saimon?” he asked.

In 1 lenter so Clinton on Tuesday, five Democratic House members from
Washington argued for immediate designation of a natienal monument.
They cited the Hanford Reach as critical habitat 10 the "only harvestable
runs of chinook salmon in the Columbia Bagin,”

"We believe that Senator Murray has exhausted all reasonable
alernatives in her efforts to negotiate a compromise with those who are
unwilling to 1ake the necessary steps o protect this vital resource,” they
WIOLE, ‘

“Unfortunately this Congress, like the Congresses before it, has again
failed to act,” they added. )

Upon leamning that monument designation was imminent, however, GOP
Rep. Doc Hastings, whose district includes the reach, descnibed it as "an
insult ro this community which has worked t00 hard fortoo long ona
balanced solution 1o have the decision unilaterally taken out of cur
hands."

Murray argued that nastonal monument designation wiil transform the
image of Hanford, long associated with bomb making and the nation’s
largest volume of high-level radivactive waste,

*It will be an amazing transition,” Murray said. "People will see the
Tri-Cities, as | did growing up, as a wonderfl place to five, surrounded
by natural beauty, and 3 historic place that helped win Warld War 1L
Families . . . will see the opportunity to visil a new national monument.”

Gore is makang his 15th visit to the state since the 1996 election, but only
his first venture into Eastern Washington. ,

After his river tour and speech in Richland, Gore will fly to Seattle for a
Demaocratic National Commitiee fund-raising luncheon at the Columbia
Tower Club, and a speech to the U.S. Conference of Mayors mesung in
Seattle.

Gore will then fly to Spokane for a speech to a dinner preceding the
Democratic State Convention. After a 14-hour day of appearances, he
will fly back to Washington, D.C.

P-1 reporter Joel Connelly can be recached at 206-448-8160 or
igelconnelly@seatrie-pi com

P.f reporter Charles Pope can be reached at 202-943.922% or

. charliepope@senttie-pi com
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Babbitt backs Pinal's desert conservation plan
Source; AP - AP Wire Service
Fun 83834

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) _ Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt has backed Pinal County's budding effort to
follow Pima County in creating a desert conservation plan.

Babbitt on Friday acknowledged he was wrong in April when he waved off the idea of putting Pinal
County land inside his proposed Ironwood Forest National Monument.

He recommended Wednesday that President Clinton create a 200,000.acre monument that includes
two mountain ranges and an archaeological distnet within Pinal County. That proposal has drawn
support from Pinal County officials, who aise have asked Babbitt o find funding for a separate
conservation pian,

Babbitt said he was visiting Pinal County because he was “"behind the curve” on the county’s issues.
"' I've been away too long,” the former Anzona govemor said.

Babbitt and nearly two dozen federa] and Pinal and Pima County officials and environmentalists
climbed the steep ironwood and saguaro-dotted Huerfano volcanic rock formation, about three a‘mles
northwest of the Tortolita Mountains.

They stood and gazed at undeveloped desert within Pinal _ land that stretches mule after mile toward
the Tortolitas, the Santa Catalinas, the Stlver Bell Mountaing.

This followed a drive on dirt roads through saguaros, ironwood, mesquite and palo verde trees, and
other desert vegetation among just a handful of homes.

" It's something to stand on the landscape like this, look at four horizons and see open space and
beauty,” Babbitt said as he stood on a butte just aorth of the Torolias.

Pinal County is attractive to the endangered cactus ferruginous pygmy owl, federal officials say. Much
of the land north of the Turmlitas has a federal designation as critical habitat for the tiny bird.

This year, state and federal surveyors have found two adult pygmy owls in Pinal, with a month of
surveying left. Last year, the surveyors found six aduit owls, including two nests where parents ramed

and fledged three young birds.

Babbitt said he thinks there is a good chance that Pinal will get federal money to prepare a
conservation plan, just as Pima County got $1 million last year for its Sonoran Desert Conservation
Plan. He praised county officials for = starting to see the future before it runs over you.”

He said the county's work on the plan will take two to three years, and advised county officials "not
to short-circuit the process.” After two years, Pima County soon will release the first draft of a
conservation plan encompassing 400,000 acres,

Only 2 month ago, hew&er, Babbitt seemed 2 lot less friendly toward preservation in Pirtal County.
/o
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He had told the Arizona Daily Star editorial board that it might be hard to win support for 2
monument in Pinal County because of its long-held reputation as a conservative, pro-growth bastion.

AP-WS-06-03-00 0404EDT
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County OKs monument resolution Wﬂ#ﬁ?
Source: AP - AP Wire Service
Jun 03 02:33%

' COCHITI PUEBLO, N.M. (AP) _ The Sandoval County Commission s asking the federal
government to designate the Tent Rocks area near here as a national monument.

A resolution, approved Thursday by the commission, urges Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt and
President Clinton 1o make the designation.

County {ifﬂciais said making the area a national monument would help preserve and protect the area’s
fragile natural resources.

" This is exciting for the county,” said Commissioner Mary Humphrey before the commission
unanimously approved the resolution,

After the approval, County Manager Debbie Hays said she will be sending letters to Bernalillo and
Santa Fe county commussions asking for their suppon of the designation.

The Tent Rocks, cone.shaped formations of pumice and tuff carved by wind and water over millions
of years, are on 5,400 acres of public land in the foothills of the Jemez Mountains between the pueblo
and pnivate land.

The area is managed by the U.S. Buresu of Land Management, but to reach it visitors must travel
roads belonging 1o the pueblo,

The resolution says that while the Tent Rocks area is under the ' capable direction and stewardship of
the BLM, an increased financial and supervisory commitment is needed to assist the BLM in defending
the fragile nature of the archaeological resources.”

Cochiti Pueblo land supervisor Donald Suina said the partnership with the BLM has been a g;wd“cnc
for the puebla. Cochiti considers parts of the Tent Rocks area 1o be 2 sacred site.

Steve Anderson, BLM assistant field manager, said a decision about designating the site could be
. made quickly, ;;wbahly by September,

“Thisisa spcclal place, and without national designation it will not get much attention,” Anderson
said.

AP-WS-06-03-00 0354EDT
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Governors Want Next President To 7/ Jne2
Reorganize Resource Agencies

8Y CHRISTOPHER '

SMITH =
THE SALY LAKE EMAIL THIS
TRIBUNE . ARTICLE

BOISE -- Western governors on both sides of the
political fence say the country's next president should
sericusly consider combining federal natural resource
agencies under one roof. '

Such a consolidation. debated here Thursday during
an annual Western tands policy symposium, would put
the Forest Service - now an agensy of the U S
Department of Agriculture - into the Department of
the Interior, which harbors the National Park Service,
Bureau of Land Management and Fish and Wildlife
Service, .

It also would prune agencies with similar missions
of managing natural resources from other bureaucratic
branches and incorporate them into an entity that could
speak with a singular voice on issues facing the West.

"It's a mystery (0 me why the National Marine
Fisheries Service is in the Department of Commerce,”
said Montana Gov. Marc Racicot, whose close
friendship with Republican presidential candidate
George W. Bush has fueled rumors he could be
appointed Interior seceetary in a Bush administration.
"it's an absolute mess right now, and | to1ally and
wholeheartedly agree that we should look at
consolidating these agencies.”

. Added another rwo-term Western govemor,
Democrat John Kitzhaber of Oregon: "There's a lack
of logic in putting two agencies that manage timber -
the Forest Service and the BLM - in two scparate
agencies. For states, it is impossible to determine what
the federal position i5.”

In a sometimes freewheeling exchange that could
have been billed "Governors Unplugged,” two current
and three former Western state CEOs pondered
suggestions on how the next presidential
administration should approach issues ranging from
grizzly bear reintroduction 1o nuclear waste storage.

“The daylong discussion, punctuated by questions and

6
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2Omments frony 2 Cross sectios of ranchers,
conservalionists, loggers, county commissioners and
federal agency emplovees, will be distitled into 2
policy paper 1o be delivered 1o the White Housg in
January.

"l will see that it is, in fagt, given 10 the next
president of the United States,” said Cecil Andrus, the
formes four-term Democratic governor of [daho and
former secretany of the interior who hosts the
svmposium. "Whether he chooses to deal with i1, |
don't know "

The saddle-worn Western frustration of being
subjected to the diciates of an absentee landlord
peppered much of the commentary from the
gubernatorial galtery.

"Qbvicusly they will listen." said Norm Bangerer,
Regpublican governor of Utah from 1983 to 1993, when
asked whether the next administration would pay
attertion to Western ¢oncerns, "Bt the question 15,
wili they hear.”

Lacking the sheer numbers of inhabitants that
transiate into national political clout, governors past
and present say better hines of corumunication must be
forged between states and federal agencies to avoid ‘ L
unilateral proncuncements -~ such as President
Clinton's sudden creation of the Grand
Staircase-Escalante National Monument in Utah by
presidential fiat

Kitzhaber and Racicot said they have been working
with Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt 1o legislatively
protect areas under consideration by the Clinton
administration for national monuments, (o avoud 2
repeat of the Urah designation process,

1 don't believe consideration of a place for national
monument status is necessarily a bad thing,” said
Kitzhaber, who added he is close to reaching an
agreement with the Interior Department 1o protect
Oregon's Steens Mountain area as a national
monument.

" “Qur great hope is that we can accomplish
protection from the bottom up instead of a top-down
process,” said Racicot of Montana, where the Missouri
River breaks are stated for protection in the waning
days of the Clinton presidency.

“At the end of the day, howsver, if we don't have
something, he may be forced to act unilaterally.”

The conference was rife with speculation on who i
might succeed Babbitt as Interior secretary in the new
administration. Racicot downplayed any speculation
he would join Bush's cabiret, and when pressed on . 7

&/52000 1204 PM
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who might nead Inerior u.ndar a Bush presidency. he
answered, "Vike Lagvin

Utah's Republican governor did not attend the
SYmposium,

Kitzhaber quipped that his failure 1o endorse Gore
probably eliminated his chances of getting the Cabinet
post under 8 Democratic administration, and when
pressed for Gore's likelv interior choice he prompted &
coilective gasp when he answered, "Bruce Babbin”

Former [daho Republican Gov. Phil Batt said
building trust between Western states and Uncle Sam
would take time. given past federal edicts that seemed
to ignore Westerners' concerns.

*I'm not sure they did a good thing when they
brought the wolves back o Idaho and let them eat all
our ¢lk,” Batt said,

While preaching conciliation toward the feds,
two-time former Nevada Gov. Mike ("Callaghan
recalled the federal injustice 10 the interior West of the
19505 and (960s, when Nevada's desert was used by
the Atomic Energy Commission as a nuclear bombing
range.

"We would get up sarly and watch the explosions so
bright you could see them in I}czzvcr said

_ (¥Callaghan, 2 Democrat.

"The government told us we were being patriotic

and everything was OK.” :
Integjected Bangener: "And all that radmaczzvz
fatlout was coming down in southern Uwah.”

"You go 1o the St. George graveyard and look at the

names of all the families.” continued O'Caltlaghan,
mentioning the late Utah Gov. Scott Matheson as 2
potential victim of downwind fallout,

*And the graveyards down there show us everything
was not OK."

3of}
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Babbitt seeks monument status
for Columbia’s Hanford Reach

By Les Blumenthal
Seripps-McClatchy Western Service

WASHINGTON — Interior Secre-
tary Bruce Babbift recommended
Wednesday that the Hanford Reach
~— the last free-flowing stretch of the
Columbia River in the United States
— be designated a national monu-

‘ment. '

The White House was expectad to
give quick approval. )

The designaticn would include al-
most half of the Hanford nuclear
reservation, which the I[nterior De-
parttnent described as the largest
remnart of the “shrub-steppe ecasys-
tern” that once covered much of the
Columbia River Basin. .

But longtime Republican oppo-
E:‘;gs of federal designation were
- “In one fel! swoop, this administra-
tion is destroying years of negotia-
tions, shutting out the concerns of lo-
cal people and blowing any chance of
protecting the Reach {n a manner that
accommodates the needs of all par-
ties,” Sen, Slade Gorton of Washing-

tom said in a statement,
The Hanford Reach was ohe of four

. areas Babbitt recommmended be estab-

Babbitt asks
for four more
monuments

in the West

By John Hughos
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Interior Sec-
retary Bruce Babbitt on Wednesday
asked President Clinton to declarc
four new pational moguments, -
cluding one at the Hanford auclear
reservationin Washington statethat
would protect 200,000 actes.

The other three would protect
nearty 351,000 acres of feder! Tamd

lished as national monuments under
the Antiquities Act of 1906. His ded-
sion came little more than two weeks
after the interior secretury floated the
51-rnile stretch of river.

“These are priceless natural land-
scapes that have somehow remained
almost untouched by exploitation, de-
velopment and urban sprawt,” Babbit
said in a statemnent. -

“Protection of severat of these ar-
eas, in one form or ancther, has been
discussed for years, but no action has
been taken,” Babbitt said. “We may
not have another chance before they
are lost.." )

The designation of the Reach has
been on a fast track, and Sen. Patty
Murray, D-Wash. — who has been
ﬁghtin% for federal protection of the
Reach for more than seven years —
said she expected President Clinton to
act quickly on the recommendation.

Praising the anriouncement from

where he was meeting with
Union Ministers, President
Clinton said each of the areas recorr-
mended by Babbitt represents “an ex-
ceptional, irreplaceable piece of
A_merjcq_‘s natural and cuitural her-

itage.
* The other sites Babbitt proposed for

designation were the Ironwood Forest
in Arizona, the Cascade-Sislgyou
Maountains along the Oregon and Cal-
iformda border and the Canyons of the
Andents in southwest Colorado.

If the Hanford Reach were desig-
nated, it would be only the second in

- Washington state.

In 1909, President Theodore Roo-
sevelt created the Mount Olympus
Nadonal Monumeaant, one of the first in

- the nation.

It was eventyally folded into the
Olympic National Paric

. o e il
in Oregod, Coloradoand Arizona. If
gﬁnm:'pprovu the request, as ex-
pected, he will have usded the Aarnig-
ities Act to protect nearly 3.7 mil-
lion acres — the second most by a
.S. president.
v ‘§Tgc!c are priceless patural land-
scapesthathave somehow remained
aimast untouched by cxploitaton,
development and urban :prawl,
Babbitt said in a statement-
Clinton said he will carefully con-
siderthe requests, “Eachofthe arcas
riccommmzcd today represents an
exceptioual, irrcplaceable piece of
America’s 2 and cultural her-
itaga,” he said in a statement
nt tome Weswem lawmakers
were upset, saying Clinton should 3o
through Congress if he wants 10 pro-
teetland. |

“This is not what the Aatiquities
Actwasintended far,” said Rep. lim
Kolbe, R-Ariz. “It was not designed
for the creation of another Yellow-
stone.” .

Alto Wadnoesday, Repablican
presidential candidate George W.
Bush criticized the Clinton admig-
istration for designating stats land
for pational monuments without
close consultation with state offi-

“Whenitcomes to Westernstates,
the president oughr to be consulting
with membery of the congressional
and senatorial delegations from 2
state like Arizona before the presi-
dent moves vmilaterally to remove
vast tracts of {and,” Bush said dur-
ing his frst trip to Arizona since he
forced Sen. Joho McCain, R-Ariz.,
out of the presidential racs.
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New national monument closer
to reality |

By Mike Zoranhan
Denver Post Washingiod Bursau

June 1, 2000 - WASHINGTON -

'NW mtgﬂmmﬁ? Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt
Wmmwm recommended Wednesday that

Prasident Clinton designate 164,000

acres in Cotorade's Foyr Cornsrs

~ rgQION 3% 3 nationd! manumaent, giving
additional protection o desert canvons

and mesas that are rich in ancient

! Indian artifacts.

it & W5 Aol LI i

+ That means that a Canyons of the

.+ Ancients National Monumaent is one
"7 goverament formality from becammg
Kecgas B reality,

3% Such designation would likely end
1 mining on the federal property, and
vt likely iure more tourists, Bot Babbitt 5
recommending that oil, gas angd
carbon dioxide drilling be allowad to
“gontinue &n the land now catied the

McEimo Dome.

The proposai makes goed on Babbitt's promise to use exatitive
powar to protect the land if Colorado's congressionsl deisgation
didn't asgotiate its own plan,

He aiso recommendad that three othar sites be designated as
monuments « fronwood Forest near Tucson; Lascade-Siskivot in
{Qregon naar the Califerniz border: and 200,000 acres insidte
washington stare’s Hanford nuciear site,

Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbelf, RCalo,, had introduced a plan to
protect the McElmo Dame site as a nationsi conservation area, but
dropped it lass than twe months [ater, biaming "total absence of
tocal consensus.” Campbell criticized the administration wednesday
for moving ahead.
Campbeil "opposes any langd change that doesn't have {ocal
consensus, especially these *jvory tower exscutive declarations,” .
said his spakesman, Chris Changery. "He preferred to withdraw ‘
and sea if down the road we could reach consensus without forcing
it on the residents of that part of Colorade.” Montezuma {ounty
Cammissioner Kelly Wiisen said he doesn't se¢ much difference ¢
betweern the Campbell and Babbitt proposals.

]
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“we'll just have 10 think pesitive and work thraugh €, said Wilson,

& Demuocrat. "We kriew it was coming.” Wilssa was gratified that
rilling will continue, since it generates about $2 million a year in

taxes for the county, or about 30 percent of the county dudger.

The Southwest Calerado Land Owners Association has threstensd
to sue if the administration establishes the monument. The group
couid not be reached for comment Wednesday,

Environmentalists were elated, although they would have preferreg
& ban on new oil and gas drilling.

“The envires are pleased as punch,” said Jeff Widen, associate
direcror of the Colorado Environmaeantal Costition,

Widen gsaid hs interprets the lapguage of Babbitt's reremmendation
to mean that existing reserves can be tagped, but axpioratory
dritling would be banned, Widen aiso wants {o know more about
what motarized usas would be allowad.

“Byverything we're haaring from Interior is that we're likely to be
happy with that,” Widen said,

The site is estimated to contain more than 26,005 archaeolagical
4ites - the highest known density in the nation, accarding o the
Interior Department. -

The area was occupied by the Ancestral Northern Fusbio People,
formeriy ¢allad the Anasazi, betwean A0, 450 and 1300, The
rssouroes that remain inciude villages, great kivas, petroglyphs
angd sweat lagaes,

Making it 2 national inonumant probatly would not make a
dramatic difference immediately, But it couid increase toaurism, and
it highlights the lang as special,

"It draws B ring dround It and says, "This is 3 unique landseape,’ "
said Interior spokesman Mike Gauldin,

Copyright 2007 The Denver Post. All rights resarved,

Thiz ssareclal may sot o oublished, droxdoasy, rewritren or redictritiieed,
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Clinton Asked To Name
Momuments

AP INDEXES: JOP STQRIES | NEWS 1 SPORTS 1 BUANERS ] TECHNOLIGY { INTERTAINMENT

Filed at 5:00 a.m. EDT
By The Associzted Press

WASHINGTON {AP) - lnterior Secretary Bruce
Babbitt wants President Clinton to declare four
new national monuments protecting more than
500,000 acres of federal land in Washingion
state, Oregon, Colorado and Arizona.

If Clinton approves the request as expected he
will have used the Antiquities Act to protect
nearty 3.7 million acres -« the second most by a
.S, president. o

“These arc priceless natural landscapes that have
somehow remained almost untouched by
exploitation, developmeat and urban sprawl,”
Babbitt said Wednesday in a statement.

-*'Each of the areas recommended today

represants an exceptional, irreplaceable piece of
" America's natural and cultural heritage,” Clinton

responded, also in a writien statement.

“This is not what the Antiquities Act was
intended for,” complained Rep. lim Kolbe, R-
Ariz, It was not designed for the ¢reation of
another Yellowstone.”

Also Wednesday, Repui}lican presidential :
candidate George W, Bush criticized the Clinton ‘ g

hrtp/fwww.nytimes. zemiapcniiz}dwa?-Ciiazaa-%&anments.hzmi . ‘ 6/142000
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" administration for designating state land for
national monuments without close consultation
with state officials,

The largest of the sites in Babbitt's latest
recommendation -- The Hanford Reach Natienal
Monument in Washington -- would protect
200,000 acres along 31 miles of the Columbia
River that is one of the largest, undisturbed river
stretches io the United States and a critieal
spawning ground for salmon.

The other three monuments requested by Babbim

-Canyons of the Ancients National Moaument,
164,000 acres of Burean of Land Management
land in Colorado that contains more than 20,000
archaeological sites .- the highest known density
of such sites'in the nation. The site’s remoteness
has helped protect it, but growing population and
tourism requires more protection, Interior
officials said.

--[ranwaod Forest National Monwnent in
Arnizona, 134,750 acres of BLM land, includes
stands of ironwood trees that can live more than
800 years, along with blue palo verde and saguaro
blankst stands. The area needs protection becauss
of urban expansion in the southemn part of the
state, officialy sad.

~Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument in
Oregon, 52,000 acres of BLM land, includiog
Soda Mountain, is one of the most biologically
diverse areas in North America, home to 100
species of butterflies, eight species of bats and
old growth habitat important for the threatened
northemn spotted owl.

The 1906 Antiquities Act allows presidents --
without congressional approval -« to safeguard
objects of historic and scientific interest.
President Theodore Roosevelt used the law to set
aside the Grand Canyon in 1908 and President
Carter used it o create large sections of Alaska
wilderness in the 1970s,

If he approves Babbitt's request, Clinton will
have used the Act to declare or expand 10 q

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/w/AP-C linwn-{vimumcms.lhnni 67172600 ‘
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monuments during his presidency. Only Carter
has used the Act to protect more acreage, as he
set aside 50 million acres in Alaska aloae.

o

On the Net: Intecior Department:
hitp:/iwww.doi.govideipress/proposedmonuments.himi

Ask questions ahout Naticnal Mews, Intemational Newy
and more in Abuzz, fom The New York Times. Get ¢ '
answers and tell other readers what vou know. 3&”22' .

Home | Site [ndex | Site Search| Foryms| Archives | Marketplace

Quick News | Page One Pluy | Intemnational | National/N Y., | Businesy
| Technology | Science | Sports | Weather | Editorial | Op-Ed | Ars |

Automobiles | Books | Diversions | Job Markst | Raal Estate | Travel ) ,
' Help/Feedback | Classifieds | Services | New York Today

The information contained in this AP Oniine news report
may not be republished or redismibuted
without the prior written authority of The Associated Press,
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NW areas on monument list

Thursday, June 1, 2000

By Micheile Cole and Jonathan 8rinckman of The
Oregoniarn stalt

interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt racommended
Wednesday that $2.000 acres surrounding Sada
Mauntain in Southerm Oregon and 200,000 acres along
the Hanford Reach on the Columbia River in Southeast
Washington be proteciad as national monumants.

Babbitt sont the

recommendations 1o President nviro News
Clinton, along with proposals ) Kt of Otagonian stories
{5¢ national monumants in SN, rngi rom sakson
Anzona ang Golorado that pratection and fedens iegging
would protact 2Imost 300,000 e emm w0
acres.

“These ars pricaiess naturgl landscapes that have
somehow remained aimost untouched by expfoitation,
gavelopment and uyrban sprawi,” Babbitl said.

The protections the monument status would provids the
four areas would be specified when the president
designates them through his authorty under the 1908
Antiquitias Act, He I3 expectad 1o do that within weeks,

The four monument recommengations are ke iaisstin g
saries of swaeping environmental actions the
atministration has takan as Clinton nears the end of his
presidency. The president aiready has used his executive
authority o craate five new national monuments and 1o
axpand an existing one. if he accepts Babbill's
racommaendgations, he will have protested neanly 3.7
mitifon acres of public land.

“Each of the arsas recommendaed today rgprasents an
exceptional, irreglaceablp piece of America's natural
cultural herftage,” the prosident said in a news release
from Lisbon, Portugal, whara he is mesting with
Eurgpean laaders,

Babbit racommiended that the Soda Mounain ares now
managed by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management be
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designated the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument,

Tha propased monument, 25 miles souineast of Madford
where the-Klamath and Cascade mountains convenge, is
rioither as majestic as the jagged peaks of the Olympics
nor as breathlaking as nearny Crater Laks. But it is one
of ths most biologicaity diverse areas in North America,
home 1 100 species of butterfias. sight species of hgts
and a host of race plants. :

The Cepartment of the istenior has called the proposed
monument lands "an ecological wonder,” 3 region whose
survival "depands upon its continued ecological
integrity.”

The Soda Mountain Wikktsmess Coundit first brought the
araa to Banbitt's alention last sprng.

"Wa sent information 1o the Depanment of interior
saving, ‘Boy, you've got something special here, and i
probabiy qualifies 35 § monument,” said Dave Wiilis,
who has spent 17 vears seeking 1o protect the area from
grazing. logging, off-road vehigles ardd other human
engroachiment,

A handful of ranchers who have permits to graze cattis

on ar naar Soda Mountain were gmang those who fought .
monument desigaation. Grazing wifl continug whiie the

Bursau of Larkt Managemant completas a study on

whether grazing is compatibie with the ecoingical

diversity of the area

Bill Qrewien, public jands chairman for the Jackson
County Stockmen's Association, said Wednesday he
hadnt saen the detalls of Bahbitt's recommendation g
consgiders the development a dsfeat. “What we're daing
is Jocking up vast areas of our public lands,” he said.

U.S Rap Greg Walden, R-Ore., whose district includes
the Soda Mouniain arsa, said he didnt think monument
protectian was necassary, °l honestly beliave that we can
g0 a befter job by crafting Oregon-based solutions han
these one-sizs-fits-all monuments, We 3156 manage gur
lands battsr than the govermimeant tends o ¢o, 33
weitnessed Dy the New Msuico firss that originated on 8
national moaument.”

" 'The monusmant designation for the Manford Reach, the
longast frea.flowing stretch of the Columbia River above
Bonnevile Dam, caps a bitter 15-year fight.

Consarvationisis want to protegt the 51-milg stretch of

river, which bisacts ihe Hanford Nuglear Reservation,

becauss the undammed saction of rver is the spawning

grounds for 80 percent of the Columbia River's wild fall

chinook. The run is crucial to the fvars remaining spons o

and tribal fisheries. \n addition, the and rolling hills and 17
53ge steppes surtounding tha reach are ecckugically

*
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sigaificant,

L.ocal eiscied officials, incluging county commtissianers
gng U.S. Rep. Dos Hastings, R.-Wash., have resisted
sHorts to deciare the reach 3 Wild and Scenic River.
Such a designation would protect ihe river and 2 one-
quarter mile zone along sach bark,

"it's ot 100 often in your potitical career that you can do
somathing that will be here long past your ifetime. This
is an amazing sccomplishment.” said U.S. Sen. Patty
Murray, O-Wash., who has sought for seven years te
protect the reach, ‘

A ngtional monument designation wouid accomplish
gven more than (he wild and scenic river listing, said
Rick Leaumont, conservation commitiee chairman of the
Lower Columbia Sasin Audubon Society. "i1's & wonderful
day for us”

Advocates of saimon recovery calied the monument
designation & made! for the kings of things that must be
dong 1o restore dwindling fish popwations in tha basin,

“

*From the standptint of protecting saimon, this is one of

the best things passibie,” said Liz Mamillon, exegitive

tirector of the Norhwest Sportfishing Industry ; ' -
Asgsociation, "Give fish good habitat ard ihey sucteed.”

But Hastings said many people in the region would be
outraged. "This is an absalute insult 1o people who five in
this pan of the Country,” he said. "It iy 4 desperate move
10 try and get something done in a way that ignores tha
normat semacratic process.”

Babbiit's racommandations on Wednesday included the
proposed fronwdad Forest Nationat Monument on
134,750 acres 25 miles from Tucson, Az, lronwood
trees, which ¢an live for more than 800 years, are among
the unusuai plants found in that stretch of tha Sonoran
Desert,

The Canyon of the Ancients Nationat Monumant, on
184 000 acras 45 miles west of Durango, Colo., was the
fourth un Babbift's list. The Depantment of ihs Interior
sait the are3 containg tha highest known density of
archasological sites in the nation.

Micholis Cole van b reached af 503-204-5143 or o-mail,

michatacolo@news. regoaian, com ant Jenathan
Brinckean can be reached at 303-221-8130 or et 15HY Y2

jrinckmang@news. oregonian.com
» 190 e P nmoege ¥ Sendie klend
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‘New monument
closer to reality

Area rich with ancient{ Indian artifacts

fy Mike Soraghsn
P.:.:ll‘.’?i,.fﬁ” wmgnqm Diregy é) 00

WASIINGTON — Interiov Secre-
tary Hrace Dabbil recammendsd
Wednestizy that Presideal Clinion
designaie 154,800 acres in Colorado’s
Faur Cornerg reginn 23 1 salional
maaiment, giving addilionat projec.
tion o desart canvons and mesas that
are fieh ia aneient Indian actifacix

‘fhat neans Lhat a Taayons of the
Ancienls Naileesl Moniement i one
gavernment fscaaiily from becom-
ing & reality.

Such designalion would likely end
:mansg on Ihe [cdecal properly, sud
tikely lure more tonvisls, Bl Habbill
is recommending hat oif, gas and
carbyn disside drilling be stfowed 1o
comtinue on the ignd cow called {he
Meiiime Dome,

The propozat makes good on Tiab.
b’y promisn (0 use execsiive power
ia prolect (he jand if Tuloradn’s con-
gressional deicgation difa’l negutiale
its owa plan.

li¢ ziso recomunended thal threw
siher siley be designated 23 mony-
menly « lropwoed Faresl newr Tue.
sor; Caseade-Siakiyoy in Oregon sear
the Caitfornia bordse; and 300,000
gurey inalde Washingion slale’s Hage
focd suclear sils,

Scn, Ben Nighlharse Campbedf, f-
Cule, had mirsduced s plan fo pro.
tect the MeElmo (ke site a3 2 na-
tonal conseevation sren, but dropped
it leay Lhan twg manthe leier, dlaming
“loia} absence of local tonsensus”

Campbell priticlied {he administre-

tisn Weaddnesdsy for moving shiead.

Campbeil “opposes any land
chenge that duesa’l heve local cape
seucuy, especially these ‘ivary lower
executive decisrations,' aid his
spokesman, Cheis Changery. e pres
ferred to wilhdraw and sae il down
the road we ceuld resch congeasus
without [oreing 3 on the residenis of
thai part of Colarado.”

Montzzama Coudy ﬁsmmmmncr
Kaify Wilson s2id he deesa’| tee much
difference belwery the Campbeli 2ndd
Babbitl propasals. _

"We'll just have (o think positive
and work Uaouph 17 said Wilson,
Denocral. “Wa koew it was coming”

Wilson was greiifled ihat drifiing
will coniinue, since il generales shout
33 mitlions a year in taxea for ihe
roualy, or abuut 3 percerd of the
counly hudgel,

The Sauihwesl Colarado Land Qwn-
ery Association hay Bireatened lo sue
if the administraiion eslablishas the
monument. ‘The group codd nat He
reacked for eammant Wedresday,

Eaviroamenialists were slated, 8)-
though they would have preferred &
ban on new ofi and gax drilling.

“The enviros sre plaased as
puneh,” waid Jofl Wides, 3ssaciale 4i.
recior of the Colorads Bnvirenmanisl
Caxlition.

Widen sxid he interprels the ian
gusge of Halbbill's recommendation
1o medn (hal exlsting reserves gan be
{apped, lut zx%’aralory gritting
would be danned. Widen alse wanis o
kuow more aboul whal matnrized
ues would b aliowed,

Proposed monument

frdetior Secratery Brucs Babbil
recommprdens Wadneaday thal the
Canyons of iy Ancieniy sig in
souihwes! Colorade be Jesignalad a
national monumasnt.

e

Arsa of
Ancaainl
Fuebloan sltes
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Everylhing we'se deazing from In-
Lerior is thal wa're likely Lo be happy
wilh that,” Widen yald,

The sits iy estimated to conlaln
more than 20,000 archaeploglioal siles
= the highest known densily in ihe
naling, secopding lo the Interlor Us
partznant,

The aren was nerupied Ly the An-
puairal Northern Paeido Pasples, for
meely oalisd the Andsazl, belweny
A.D. 458 and 1300. The resourcey that
remain include viilages, greal klves,
pelroglyphs and swent lodges.

Maklng it « natlonal monement
probabiy would not make % dramatic
difference Immediatsly. But |E could
incruase tourises, and i highlighls the
Lind ap special.

“It draws arlag arousd 14 300 yays,
“This is a unique Jandszage.” ) sald la-
tarior apokestman Mike autdia,

v
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Babbitt asks Clinton to protect ironwood
forest

By Joe Satkowski
Arizona Daily Star

Interior
- Secretary mammxam Monument
Bruce Babbist k : WRWRE ARTvAan Sk mm e Prosisnit )
asked President -
Chnton
vesterday to
create A
national
monument for
the protection
of 4 stand of
ironwood trees
I mountaineus
desert
northwest of
Tucson.

The proposed Ironwood Forest National Monument would
encompass the Silver Bell-Ragged Top range and the Waterman-
Roskruge mountains west of Saguaro National Park-West. The land
is home to the county's thickest population of ironwood trees, which
provide critical habitat for the endangered pygmy owl and a vaniety of
desert species.

"The area tlrzaz has been designated is éaﬁmteiy worthy of
preservation,” said Pima County Supervisor Sharon Bronson, whose
West Side district includes the proposed mosument. “It's a aational
treasure, clearly something our children and our children's children
deserve to be able to se¢ and appreciate.”

/s
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Supervisors sought federal protection for the area as part of the
county's Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan, which would safeguard
400,00Q acres of land around the county.

At the supervisors' request, Babbitt included the ironwood stand
among four proposed monuments he asked Clinton to create
yesterday. The others are in southwest Colorado, south-central
Oregon and in southeast Washington along the Columbia River.

"These are priceless natural landscapes that have somehow remained
almost untouched by exploitation, development and urban sprawl.
But we are losing open spaces every day,"” Babbitt said in a prepared
statement.

"Protection of several of these areas,.in one form or another, has been
discussed for years, but no action has been taken," he said. "{ am
urging the president to protect these unique landscapes now for
future generations of Americans.”

Babbitt’s announcement says the monument would include 134,750
acres of federally owned land.

But a map released by his department shows the proposed monument
boundaries also include about 60,000 acres owned by the state and
nearly 7,000 acres of private land. :

The federal government would have to take ownership of that land
through land swaps, sales or other proceedings before it could be
declared a federal monument.

The area, which borders the Tohono O'odham Resérvation on the
west and the Pinal County line on the north, is a remote desert forest
linked to civilization by rutted dirt roads.

[n addition to ironwoods and other natural vegetation, the proposed
monument is home to a number of ancient petroglyphs and the
remains of a Hohokam village.

While Babbitt could have asked Congress to protect the land, he
apparently decided it would be faster to simply ask Clinton to do so,
Bronson said.

"I think he just wanted relatively fast movement on this," she said,
""and the easiest way to achieve that is through presidential action.”

The 1906 Antiquities Act allows presidents — without congressional

approval — to safeguard objects of historic and scientific interest. [t
is the same law that President Theodore Roosevelt used 1o set aside / [

http://www.azstarnet.com/public/dnews/00060 IMONUMENT . html 6/1/00
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the Grand Canyon in 1308 and President Jimmy Carter used on large
sections of Alaska wildemness in the 1570s.

Clinton has angered some Western lawmakers and local officials by
invoking the Antiguities Act On previous occasions (o set aside
millions of acres of land for special protection. -

The Associated Press contributed 1o this report,
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Hanford Reach as monument gains ally

21 Babbitt recommendation is praised and rebuked
Thursday, June §, 2000

By JOEL CONNELLY & -
SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER NATIONAL CORRESPONDENT

ntgrior Secretary Bruce Babbitt, citing the need 1o preserve naturs]
landscapes of America's West. vesterday recommended creation of a
200,000 acre Hanford Reach National Monument on the last undammed
stretch of the Columbia River.

The stretch of river in Eastern Washington was one of four national
Sat @g aate OE % monument proposals. The others are Anasazi Indian ruins in southwest
Brgwan Dy dam Colorado, Soda Mountain in south-zentral Oregon and a mountainous
area of Arizona's Sonoran Desert near Tucson.

Rabbit’s recommendation was welcomed by President Clinton and
‘t applauded by Gov. Gary Locke.

'
y‘**‘tiiﬁ EET N &
1]

"Each of the areas recommended today represents an exceptional,
irreplaceable piece of America’s natural and cultural protection,” Clinton
said in a statement. Locke described the reach as "a national treasure. . .

| In so many ways, it remains a snapshot of an earlier time.”
|Laokuh051 S0 many way P

l e %%%e"bg@g Capitol Hill sources predicted [ast night that Ciznton, using his au:homy

H

: . ynder the 1906 Amzquzzzes Act, may act within a month (o designate the
Ll A akad national monument in Eastern Washington.

* Bint officials in three Central Washington countigs continued (0 oppose
federal protection for the S1-mile reach, the only undammed stretch of
the Columbia River between Bonneviile Dam and the U.5.-Canada
border. They are not satisfied with Babbitt's promise of an advisory role
in monument management. '

“This is insulting. [t's an insult to the people of Central Washinglon.”
Rep. Doc Hastings, R-Wash., said vesterday, Hastings' district includes

«  the Hanford Reach, X %
l? gLl .._F"

charga!
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Sue Miller, 3 Franklin County commissioner. said: "Nobody 15 required
1o take our advice, We know best of all what should happen out there,

"A large number of the people | represent do not feel federal control is in
the best interests of the Hanford Reach.”

Rick Leaumont of Richland, head of the Lower Columbia Basin
Audubon Society, rebuked Hastings. "I'm not insulied.” Leaumont said,
"This is & great day for the Tn-Cities.

"This designation will change the image of owr community. The world
nowW $2es US as a nuclear waste repository. This will show that we live
amid natural beauty where fish thrive, near a grear wildlife haven.

It says all the right things abowt
us."

Democratic lawmmakers said that attempts to work out a compromise have
been scurtled by pro-development county ¢commissioners and agricultural
interests who want to irrigate part of the federally owned Wahiuke Slope
north of the reach, The reach is the ast major salmon gpawning habitat
on the Columbia River.

"We tried, we worked and we pleaded,” Rep. Nogm Dicks, D-Wash., said
yesterday. “If you're not going 1o take out the Snake River dams. you
‘nieed to do something ¢ise to protect these fish. The Hanford Reach is an
absolute priority. We had to take this step. [t was very ¢lear that our
cotleagues simply intended to block this ”

But Sen. Slade Gorwon, R-Wash,, attacked Babbin for the speed of his
recommendation. The Interior secretary toured the Hanford Reach two
weeks ago. Gorton argued that Babbirt "was simply paying lip service o
the surrounding communities.”

The national monument would include the Columbia River, the Wahluke
Slope and still-wild areas of the 560-square-mile Hanford Nuciear
Reservation. .

If designated by Clinton, the monument would end 40 years of struggle
over the reach. :

Officials in Grant and Franklin tounties have campaigned for more
irrigation on the Wahluke Slope. despite water-caused erosion and
undermining of the white bluffs that overlook the river.

“"The (salmon} spawning area can only be protected if the Wahluke Slope
is strictly off-limits to future development, including irrigation.” Locke
said vesterday, ‘q
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Under the Antiquities Act, a president can designate national monuments
to protect places of historic significance and seientific interest. President
Theodore Roosevelt used it 1o create {8 national monuments, including
s"w {rand Canyon.

{_linton has aggresswaly used the act. Beginning with the 1995
designation of the Escalante-Grand Staircase National Monumeant in
Utal's canyonlands, the president has protected landscapes ranging from
gaant

sequoia trees i California o
wiild, flood-sculpted tributaries of
the Cirand Canvon in northern .
Arizona,

Last month, Republicans on the House Appropriations Commitiee
amended a spending bill to take away presidential authority to designate
new national monuments. Clinton has vowed to veto the legislation if it
reaches his desk.

The Hanford Reach National Monument would be managed by the .S,
Fish and Wildlife Service, under agreements with the Department of
Energy. The Energy Departmenz i$ overseeing cleanup of nuclear waste
at Hanford,

Babbitt's monument proposal puts Sen. Party Murray, D-Wash., on the
brink of a major political triumph. A few years ago, Murray rafted the
reach with a Hanford nuclear worker named Richard Steele, who has
worked 40 years 1o preserve the river. She thes introduced legislation that
would protect it under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

"This place is history for a number of reasons,” Murray said yesterday.
“My dad grew up in the Tri-Cities. He 1old me befoce his death that we
should give something back to a region that has given us so much. By
doing this, we protect salmon, culsural artifacts, and the native plants and
animals that came before us.”

But Hastings delivered a scathing, unusually personal rebuke of a fellow

- member of Congress. "Either Senator Murray doesn't know what the

residents of Central Washington want, or she doesn't care,” he said.

Gorron said yesterday that the Hanford Reach “is under no immediate
threat” from development and accused the Cimwn administration of
"‘desrmvmg years of negotiations.”

But Steele argued that protection can't wait, He said icrigation water has
already done great damage to the reach and its prized salmon spawmng 20
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heds.

“There's an-area [ fished 30 years age, standing on a cobblestone peach
up to 100 yards wide,"” he said. “When ! returned tast Thanksgiving, the
whole bar was covered with siit up to 3 feet thick.”

Rep. Jay Inslee. D-Wash,, who represented Central Washington in
Congress until he was ousted by Hastings in 1994, added that Congress
will never protect the reach.

"Some of my colleagues have an ideclogical aversion to protecting public
lands: It's time to apply the Teddy Roosevel: tradition,” said Insles, who
now represents a suburban Western Washingron district in Congress.

P reporter Joel Connelly can be reached ar 206-448-8160 ar
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SECRETARY OF
THE INTERIOR

Courage to do

the right thing

Wk secrstaries of the interior
syt fend like the appic on
Wiitiam Tell's head,

The zurrently embuttied
secretary, Bruce Babbitt, was back
i Montana cegently for two mars
$ays of public mestings about how:

. bestto protect a streich of the wild
Missouri River, He was greeted 5y
she usual western szuberance. Jut
here the watgr aod land are s
pasnan, Aot an abstracuon.
Babbitt's visity reaind oae that
we Werrerners. like most
Americans, suffer
feam 3 kind of
patitical
Altheroer's. We
have appareatly
focgotien the sctiom
of those whe
pravigusiy served as
sesretary of the
interice. Some
wesigrners seem 1o
Belicve that Bruee |
Habbitt is the only
cne who gver :
muoved, undet
pres;damtai direction, to $OCOUrAES
the pressrvalion of land sad water
undar nationsl mosument
designation. Americs has had 44
secretaties of the interior. Since the
passage by Congress in 1906 of ke
sct that alioves prosidents 1o set
atide and protct natioas]
manunsents, we have had 34
secretkviey.

Almost withaut zx:?lian. cach
of them has encovraged the
prasident for whom they served &y
pratact land and water under that
sct ~ the Antiguitiss Act of 1906,
Every presicent since Theudore
Rocsevelt {t%‘%ﬂn‘ eonly MNizon,
Rexgan and Bush) has used tie act

-t preserve colics]) aational aress by
dpsisring them national
ronuments. Teddy Roosvelt

. grotected more than 2 dozen agess.
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So did Woodrow Wilson, Herbaet
Hoover and Calvin Cosli dge,
President Frankiin Roosevelt
praoiected more than two dozen,
sesung aside neariy J mllmn icres.
Prasident Carter gave lasting
orotestivn e most public fand -
56 millioa seres in 17 national
monauvments i1 Alaska’in 1978,

In the iradition of those nearly
100 years, the current secretary of
thy ntarior, Brace Babbiwt, iy
engaged in a public conversstion
with us westerners. (015 a patent
dralogue that is far greater than oy
af his p:cdaz;aawrs sver eondusied,
and he is deing it in an offort w give
full pubhic voicn and pacticipatian to
the matier of further protecting

“ebyects of historic and scientifie
interest” As the Ms:qum Agt
requires. He is meeting some

redictabie resistance here in the

st [roe: organized interest groups
afied indeesdusls whose potitics ot
(inances or markets wouid be, they
ssy, damaged by further astional
rg«mamcnl des:gnatwas )

i Same of the voices, particularly
tRose of our mate modsrate and
Woughtful estiie {oiks, should be
tittened 1¢. Too many others,
hawevee, are shnll and rude. We
r¢cognize that crowd ~ desp voicss
and shallow [ogic, big hats 3ad a0
c3itie, These are the peopls who
dpmuand 1o continue osiag the
pRbics land for their own greedy -
pgrsonal benefit. Those are the o4
sarne voices that have resisted

tipnal menument protections for |

Jast 54 yoars. They resisted other

mtm of the interior sand ather

p{uiﬁtam bath Democrsis and °
Republicans, whea this identical
dgsignation was usad to save &
priceies freasures: the Grand

nyon, Devif's Tower, Glacier Bay
i Alaska, Bryce Canyan, Dexth
Valley and Catifornia’s buloved
Muir Woods. Montana's wild
Misscuri is in that class. Se are
ofliec proposad areas such s the
Axasazi ladian ruing in Colorado
#5d the Shivwits Platesy in Utah.

{‘/ﬂ )_{Q{f"ff s

i No, Bryce Babhitt isa'l the fisst
sad hopefully. he won't be the fasr
interioe toorsfacy with the wisdom
14 prapose what s right, e tourage
i make it Rappen. and the guts to
glve 2 dama.

: Pas Williams, o former
CONTESTMAn who feschey At the
f‘cmu far the Rociy Mountain Wess,
ira frequent coninbuige @ the
Missautian's Opimean pages.
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Babbitt’s map
of Craters plan
draws rapid fire

Some ranchers,
Sen. Craig object

Hooky Barker
?Kn fdaho Sratesrmuan

The release of [rierior Secre-
tary Bruce Babbit's draft muay
of the proposed expansion of
Lraters of the Moon Nahonal
ﬁ\*fm:umm; brought a

urey o otest F7
Waxinasday, e -
Babolit said he had |
reached y

an tontinuing
Ewdt?éw cmm !
unting in sage-
fands o
cmm e 160000
agre (;m:mzmgz
ment proposal
o ranchery sl out of 2 follow-
up meeting 8 weelk ago said
gi?fbgz:&s %a&m:eéa&
mmmmmm
bift was wualidng abow
el Srarangn i
achelis Oxarango,
her hushand, Robert runx sheep
slong the southern end of the
Leatars of the Moon Lava Flow,

And mottrized moreational -

sz crizized Babbite for progos.

ing restrictions on offroad Pev |

elmhw! WMM%

of the ranchers who met with
Babbitt, [daho Secretary of State
Pete Cenarrusa, said ir's too ear-
by to declare consensus.

“Me’s not quite there yet,” Ce-
parrusa said,

Babkitt wants o persuads
Premdent Clinton to e
unigue fresh biack lavs flows
and 62-mile-long rift where
2000 years age molten

o1 over the Spake Hiver
Plain, He is consider-
ing adding about
400,000 acres of lava
fiows to the 34000

m@ﬁm
and & G-mile wida

sonider the ttree in
v3 fiows - zhoRt 250,000 actes
~ world be placad under the
control of the U8, Bureau of
Bablttt had widened the cor-
sidor sfine with ranchers
M&Hem&dhmd:
iO-mileiong Hear rﬁ
hibe, & cave formed by

g Imva, i nma perpendicular to

IDAHO BTATESMAN

the Grear Rift, the larget
comridor, swd Jim Morrig, Craters of
the Moon superinteeunt,

Ranchers at the foilow.up i
mm mmaw
eature. But Oxarango and
vimmymmm;am
arma, were K &f the meeting and do
m‘l—k’ Hvingup o his e of the
5 a0t "

- )ma'mr

S,
Cliromn has

S Tty
& maorarenes in Ariewa and

Catifrnia based on recewproentis:
tissery froess Sabbiny, Cleton bk the o

3/15/00

use and hupting ens commnie o e
ares,” Crasg sad. “Hahomms have no
PRASN. 1 TSt et these augponahie
uses of the nuzblie land will go forward
aneker b gropesal”

Clark Collirs, sxeciave dirsemor of
zhe Blue Rzpon Coalinon, 2 moter
mad recreanes lobbving . $aid
he hopes 1o meet with Babbiet when
he renine.

Ws typicabof this sminisrarion 1o
CRST e irgeewmss from
mmmmmm

grasgiand vursaandged
ava Bows. ‘?hvy;us:mwﬂd;;
e, e zaid
mw.awmm
the monmment to
m&ﬁdwmgmm

mﬁ’“"’

hrnting
comtrol would comiinue

mﬂdugveerbewid Vehiche tratlic
woukd ndined to degigeared
mwmm

“I o't e W fegtive with
thiks, " Py saik.
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Babbitt proposal

Saecratary ofthe Imericr BruCe BAbUAT has Hrup0Med $20ANGING
Crars of e Moon Natonal Monument I nigilog two DTer
igva FeI0R and surTounang Burssy of Lang Management iand.
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Murray, delegation must steer any Hanford Reach plan

Special projecs  Murray, delegation must steer any

The
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Hanford
Library
Hydroplanes

Hanford Reach plan

Those who hoped for a regional, legislative solution on
the future of the Hanford Reach have every right to be
upset about Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt's decision
to recommend declaring the Reach a national
monument.

Go ahead. Be mad. Stomp your feet.
But get over it - quick.

Then, everyone should unite to make sure the
declaration works for the region’s benefit. Interior

. Department bureaucrats will shape a management

plan for the Reach after the president declares it a

_ national menument.

That means the Northwest congressional delegation
must exact assurances the management plan will be
responsive to the interests of the Mid-Columbia. And
our delegation members must unite in their resoive to
hoid Babbitt's successor in a new presidential
administration to the promises Babbitt made to the
people of the region this week.

That burden should weigh heavily on U.S. Sen. Patty
Murray, a Seattle Democrat. Frustrated after seven
years of ineffective attempts at a Reach management
compromise, Murray exercised the influence that
comes with sharing the president's party and kicked
the decision upstairs.

The burden also should be felt by Republican u.s.
Sen. Slade Gorton, who, in February, apparently
contributed to the scuttling of a promising negotiated
agreement between environmentalists and

30
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representatives of Benton. Franklin gn Grant
counties.

And U.S. Rep Doc Hastings should feel it, oo, having
made the miscaiculation that Murray would resist
inviting an executive solution if a legisiative
compromise could not be crafted.

It shouid also be of concern 1o Gov. Gary Locke. who
needs (o weigh in on this major development in his
owin state.

Babbitt, whose notoriety as an enthusiastic
dam-braacher makes his standing in the Mid-Columbia
teniuous at best. suggested national monument status
for the Reach could offer opportunity for the
Mid-Columbia.

First, he theorized. the urgency of protecting an
adjacent national monument might strengthen support
for Hanford cleanup.

Second, during meelings Tuesday and Wednasday,
Babbitt made a number of promises. He vowed to
protect existing property rights, including water rights;
hinted there might be room for new water rights;
promised to make aliowances for economic activities at
Energy Northwast and in north Richiand; and said he
was asg concemed about ensuring public access to the
Reach as ha was about protecting the S1.mile stretch
of undammed river and adjacent land.

. Those promises, however, are littie comfort for a

community that gréew up near the Manford nuclear
reservation and 8 used o seeing bureaucracy-ievel
follow-through fall far short of cabinet-Jevel pledges.

Babbitt ancouraged those skeptical of his impending
action to look 10 the successful management plan
astablished for the 1.7 million-acre Grand Staircase
National Monument. Babbitt said he promised the
governcr and the commissions of the three affected
Utah counties that the management pian would not be
implemanted until it met their approval. Afler two years,
he said he had fulfiled that promise. ‘

For all Babbitt's prarises about the Reach, he won't .
be signing any Hanford Reach management plan or - . '
shaking hands with county commissioners in mutual :

agresment. : ‘ 3 /
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Rather. it would be hig successor - a new
administration's secretary taking on an agency
surdened by the raft of national monument
declarations Presicent Clinton - struggling 10 salvage
some kind of positive environmental legacy - is
expectad (0 make before he and his interior secretary
of eight vears leave office,

Baobitt says he intends to include a specific amount in

his agency's 2001 budge! request to pay for the first
year of crafting the management plan. And his
raptacement will be obiigated (o follow the directions
[8id out in any national monument declaration, hut the
successor might not choose to follow Babbitt's
promises about details.

That's why the prassure is on the congrassional
deiegation t¢ ride herd on Interior Depanment officials
charged with drafting a management plan to make
sure what evalves is right for our region. Murray, for
one, sesms committed to making sure the
Mid-Columbia hag a strong voice in shaping tha future
of our Hanford Reach. Everyone else should join her,

Back to headling
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Babbitt backs Hanford Reach, but locals want
control

Wednesgay. May 17, 3000

By JOEL CONNELLY &2
TTLE POSTUNTELLIGENCER NATIONAL CORRESPONDIENT

RICHLAND -- Pledging that the Clinton administration will “have
closure” on long-running Western land bantles before it leaves office,
[nterior Secretary RBruce Babbint yesterday toured the Hanford Reach of
the Columbia River and came away comunined 10 its preservation.

" Later in the day, however, Babbitt stood in a crowded Richland hotel

baliroom and heard officials from theee counties argue that local conwol
is a better way of protecting the wild strewch of river than having
President Clinton designate it 2 national monument.

The good-natured crowd, by its
applause, appeared svenly divided on
the monument proposal. Babbin
argued the intricacies of water law,
showed a detailed knowledge of
Hanford's history, joked about
bureaucracy and promised that -
mid-Columbia residents wouid have
. ) a major say in mansging a monument
intamor Secrelay Sue E i if he recommends thazpmhmﬁlc

Columisia River nesr Richiand, mmym president.
;Rm Moming Ows of e Linatilla Ingisn
e

* AP phete “{ will make every provision 1

regsonably can to be responsive” to
local concemns, Babbint picﬁged. "What you want these places to be is

assets to the corumunity.

Babbitt described as ovcmhelmirzg” and “ ering” the 51«mziz
stretch of undammed river, where hawks and falcons sweop down from
chalk-white biuffs on one side of the river, and deer and ¢lk browse amid
shut-down nuciear reactors of the Hanford Nuclear Reservation.

“This really is the last wild place on the Columbia River to tidewater,” he
said,

“What [ see out there is a fabu!au& saimon spawning gmuxxi unequaled in
North America”

He declined to say whether he will recommend designating the Hanford
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He declined 10 say whether hie will cecommend designating the Hanford
Reach 1 national monument. Using presidential powers pioneered a
ceriury ago by Theodore Roosevelt the xdministration 13 preparing
monument Jesignations from the Santa Rosa Mourntains of Calitamiz ©
the Missourt Breaks of Montana,

After four hours on the river. Babbitt returned o Richiand to mest with
the county commissioners and irrigaters who ervenily oppose unilateral
federal protection of the river.

“We feel the federal government would be better off letting local peaple
have a’part in this.” said Sue Miller, chairwoman of the Franklin County
Commissioners. '

But Babbin lef no doubs that the
Hanford Reach must be protected, and
that he is impatient with Congress for
failing 10 act for six years on proposed
Wild and Scenic River designation.
After observing bluff erasion along the
reach vesterday, he voicsd congemn at
threats 1o habitat of the Columbia
River's jast great wild salmon runs.

"You can see many of the conflicts
coring at us -~ the erosion and
destruction of bluffs, the off-road
vehicle tracks going straight uphill and
the water from Urrigation seeping
through the biuffs,” Babbitt said.

The Hanford Reach has remained

undammed and surrounded by wild

grasslands due to a World War II decision and years of political
infighting.

The $60-square-mile Hanford reservation was claimed by the federsl
government for the Manhartan Project.

The government needed water, rc;diiy accessible power and privacy ©
develop the atom bomb. Yesterday, Babbitt passed the reactor that made
plutormurn used in the bomb dropped on Nagazaki, Japan, on Aug. 9,
1945, .

Irs the 19608 and 1970¢, the Ammy Corps of Engineers first tried o flood
the Hanford Reach with its proposed Ben Franklin Dam, and later in the
19805 1o dredge the river for barge wraffic.

As he stood by the swift-flowing river, its flow swelled by spring runof¥,
Rabbift talked t Richard Steele, a Hanford technician who has sought
for 40 years ta preserve the Reach.

"We can't preserve the river unless we protect the ublanda," Steele told
Babbitt, -

Babbitt, a geologist, said he understood how irrigation could undermine
one of the major natural features of the reach. "The White Bluffs are



clearly a very comumon. loosely consolidated. Pleistocene-era sediment.”
Babbin said. "I vou put water on that land in large quantities. vou get
soup.”

The struggle over the Hanford Reach mirrors major public Jands
conwraversies in the Northwest dating back to the Columbia Gorge batile
of the 1980s, the Alpine Lakes Wildemess faceoff of the 1970s and the
creation of the North Cascades National Park in the 1960s. '

Federai protection has won support from national conservation groups,
iocal hunters and fishermen and Indian tribes. Sen. Pary Murray.,
[3-Wash., has championed protection of the Hanford Reach, and invited
Babbin to consider creating a national monument after efforts at
legislative compromise broke down in the late winter.

“The end goal is what we are looking at. . . . Whatever tools the
admiustration must use to keep man-induced change from destroying
this, the Yakama Nation would support,” said Randy Sentler, 4 member of
the Yakama's tribal council and head of its fish and wildlife commintee.

Lined up in opposition — as they were in past batues — are local county
cormmissioners, agricultural groups, irrigation districts and property
nghts advocates. in the national monument hattle, they have found an
ally in Sen. Slade Gorton, R-Wash,

In an angry letter to Babbitt, an old friend, Gonon said yesterday:
“Unfortunately, { fear that the real reason for your visit - much Hke visits
your and President Clinton have made (o Utah, California, Arizona and
Oregon -« is to add the Hanford Reach and the Wahluke Slope (north of
the river} 10 the growing list of monuments that the president has chosen
1 designate by fiat” Gorton wrote,

Gorton said "the local community” should resolve the future of the reach
"without a dzeision being forced upon them by Washington, D.C"

Babbint insisted last night that he was seeking to fisten and appreciate
local concems. He pointed to the administration’s work with the state of
Utah to develop management plans for the 1.7 million-acre
Escalante-Crand Staircase National Monument.

The monument in Lhah's canyonlands was designated by Clinton in 1996
in the face of furicus local opposition.

Babbitt met privately yesterday with irrigators and county ‘
commissioners, then heid the hourlang ¢vening public meeting in
Richland.

Emotions have run strong over the reach.

A Pasco couple, Cari and Doris Mansperger, showed up at the meeting
with a letter for Babbitt, . .

"\ statew . cason environmental groups want federal control over the
reach is so that they can dictate through bureaucrats’ actions restricung
irrigation and PUD pawer generation based on their perception of harm
to the reach,” they wrote,



LeRoy Adlison, 3 Grant County commissioner. said his constituents are
still smarting over Clinton's "unilateral acticn” last November, which
wrangterred 37 Q00 acres of the Hantord reservation 1o US. Fish and -
Wildlife Service management. Local sommissioners have favored
“multiple use” including some agriculwral development for the area.

“{'ve had constiruents saving, ‘Look what a job the National Park Service
has done in New Mexico,” Allison added, referring to the controlled
burn that devastated the town of Los Alamos and threatened a federal
nuciear [aboratory there last week,

Steele, the longtime conservation advocate, says opponents of federal
designation have ane real goal in mind. particularly for lands adioining
the reach. '

"They want control, they want to farm it,” he said.

Cn his tour of the reach, Babbint moved from the 3,500-foot summit of
Rattlesnake Mountain to an [ndian archeological site along the river. A
coyote stared at him. He saw numerous deer, and bird life from tiny
swallows to large pelicans and blue herons.

The former Arizona governor noted that America has created parkiands
to protect mountains, glaciers and forests, "When we settied the West, we
brought European ideas of scenery with us,” he sald. [gnored, in Babbiw's
view, were great natural places like the Sonoran Desert of Anzona and
the Snake River plain in idaho,

"We have overlooked ecologically important lands of the West,” he said.
"It is not about legacies. It is not that we are out thinking of things o do.
These issues have been with us for years. The issue is to finish up what
we came to do, 10 have closure on issues that must be faced.”

Clinton recently preserved biﬁchanks af the Arizona desart as well as
giant Sequoias in California. He still has a long way 10 go if he wants to
match Teddy Roosevelt, who proclaimed 18 national monuments,
inciuding one in Washington's Olympic Mountains,

*Obviously, the president makes the final decision,” Babbitt said.

B-{ reporter Joel Connelly can be reached ar 206-448-8160 or
ipeiconnelivi@ceartle-pi com
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Hanford lands likely to get monument
‘ "icaddn'thaveukadiormy'.hjnss a uS

iy Wike Loe
“EER 51 e

Intetior Secestary Beuce Babbint
stored askore ar Murrav's Beach
an Tuesday, ali bur claiming the
Hanford Resch of the Calumida
River as 4 natienal manument,

A duy's 2ngd. the only guesiion
seemed (¢ be Bow much O the Mans
fors reservanon would e nchuded
in the seoneary’s recommendaton o
Presiden: Clinton about future pro.
taction of the river and surrcunding
fardls.

“1 think this i3 something that
wsdd  stand  as a legacy o
linton's)  administration,”  said
Randy Sertler, Yakama Nation tribal
coungil member, "It wil srand
tanger than his rame.”

(ne likely possibifioy is that vire
ally aid the Manford lands — not just
the river coeridor or the existing
wiidlife refuges - would gain addic
tional federal mrotection under a
executive oroder, -

“You can't meaningfuily protect
the river and s resources without
dealing with the valley on both
sides,” Babbin said.

Besides, he said. monumens

status would creste a “pawerful
meenttve®  to make Hanfond
cleanup 4 bigher ngtionsi prionity.
“This aree cught 1o be and can be
and will be & shining example of
what restoration it about,” he said,

Babhity,
& accomppnied
Thisarea D72 90 X
ought to be Lsumdﬂg -

o & shinlog  wen
ash ; isnciers, wrared
exampie tw Rench and
what restors- &gga?m
hott, Ecoiocgy
mh’ Hmerve ‘m
intanoe Secrmiary ot was
Qm&z&i’i dubbed a facte
Y . {inding " mine

sion,

stopped for lunch ata beach
onﬁ?ﬁmch named {or Sen, Puy
Murrsy, D-Wash., who prompted
the secreeary’s visit in her bid for per-
manens protecton of the best fail
chinoak spawning grounds oa te
Cotumbia River, The buich i near
the northwest odge of the Resch,
about 40 miles north of Richiand

»

ang a few miles zast of the Veprum
Bridge.

Rick Desimone, Murray's chief of
staff, said he hopes the issue is
resoived quickly by the adminisirs-
ton, The Rexcn’y fum ks B
debared since at leasy dhe early 19908,
and Desimont sees decisnm acrion o
# boost 1 Be remion’s saimon
rgovery sffors.

“1's important that we ke the stey
nOw 10 prove thal we 4% seriony,” e
sad,
Babbitt stopped shart of publicly
saying e would recommend sadanal
monurment starus under the Anziquis
ties Act of 1906, but the river and the

mmd&ng lends clearty inerigued

“it's an exceptonsl place,” e said.
“t's reafy an unimaginable vignons of
what thiz whole country must hawe
beers ke T one ime,

“Thiz is the e place ™

Satbin's Hanford stop was his
letest in & siving of visits o pocential
national MONUMENt Site ACross the
West, many of which Clinton is
expeced o designace by the et of hig
teeen, To date, Babbin said, ™A% have
in many castd overlooked the maost
imporsint plces in the Wese.”

Oither sites urder considerytion are
ihe Missoun Breaks in Monmnmand
Srrery :;imma 1 Southexstem

Rabbies fkety would visit the Reach,
2 31-mile srerch of the undammed
Columbis River that skirts the Han-
ford nuclesr restrvation, at ieast-one
more time if he recommends mony-
ment status but gave no indication
Tuesciay of when that might be.

Tuescey's 10ur inciuded the ficvwee.
doned Sanks of Rartesnake Moun-
iz, tho west 2dge of Manford, Seve.
smdiext by horoed larks and sanding in
s vast fiekd of purple lupine. Babbin
wased thoquent sbout the land's

=1hiia is a9 vigorous 5 steppe land-
scape a3 | have seen anywhere in dw
Wst, " he said. “We are going to b
o achivinisier this very carefully.”

Dve Goeke, retived Mid-Columbia
official for the U3, Fish and Wikilifs
Sesvice, natraced Babbit's daylong
bes sl posverboat iours,

descriding
the isndscape from the top of Rat-

desnake Mountain o te 300-foot-
righ White Bluffe nocth of Rickiand.

mare,” Goeke said. “(We saxi) every-
thing we wantes 1o say."

Represenutivey from several envi.
rorunenal grouns — iscluding Amer.
s Rivers. the Sierrs Club and e
Audubot Society — ivined the wur
lobbwing for thelr longtime goal of
peranent foderal protection,

"W tve feit for 30 yesrs ix s a
national menument, a nadonal tres.
sure,” said Jack d& Yonge, repre-
sentng the Washingun  Environ.
mMenini Councik.

Goeke was one of sy i the end.
ronmenial coringent wAK WA 1 46
viest sirecchies of the 380-square-mile
reservarion protecied.,

“The more e berrer.” he said,
noting the inwerconneciodness of the
LeOLRems,

Mid-Columbis county commis.
$i0ners, avowed appanenss of 3 pres-
idemtial dictum or the Resch, got
about an hour alone 1© oy (o persuade
Babbint theie plan for federal-stae-
cownty managernent of the Reach vas
superior 1o nagsonal monument wanas.

“We didn’t change ks mind * said
Max Berditz [r., Benton County some
aission chairman, after tie meeting,

Said Debomh Moots, Grant
Lounty commissioner: “His mind is
made up.”

Moore said commissioners gave the
secretary several zopies of & locally
deveioped Reach management plan

" thast wenit through multiple revisions

and involved many people with & stake
in the Reach. She hopes as least Sub-
bitr will incorporas kcal idess in the
foderal maragement pisn,

AL 3 public meeting in Rickisnd on
Tuescay night, Babbits imvited sugges-
tons.

Thay cide't molify Benitz, “There
is o inkdication that he is going w yth

Ziumyc{:zheinpminmm his -

determinetion,” he said,

Othiers in the crowd of about 200
seemed more sccepang of the secre
try’s overtures of coopersrion 1 find
;&.nzmh common ground &8 pos-
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o7 “armers that mAnona menument
IeSIENAUCH woeld Inranen e

sater o0 oan€ nghts. vham sRepucal

AECUD DI ESA o engand W g
TSR] PESjest akong e Norih Sope”
of the Reach, he said, "Barlam cer-
wairdy »ling 1o work any way we can
o make a oovead clear sommirnen o
exisiing reclamation prefects.”

Later, he added: " Privgre prapenty
rights would be unaffaced. Poriod.”

Babivr alse pledgad commitmen
1o susting research dod incustrial
faciiities at the south eddge of Hanlord,
such as Znergy Northwest's fucisar
acwer pian and the Pacilic Norhwest
Natigral Laboratory operated by Bar.
ielis.

County plans, however, cali for
much more development of some
Faniord tands over @ rext 30 yveazs.

SImeE N IREY AT 2 stunted By
monurment satus,

i, Criumdians aise raised 225
serne ancul putis Blmss 1 Cubig
ans,

e are slienanng e uisrs of die
Le ArSAS SUu Are L, Jlanmung 15 pre.
tent” i B Rilew, wuh che
Columtis  Basin  Eaovirsomenal
Counedin Soap Lake.

Orhers wanwesd ¢ make sure the
sreowar sellement hiswory of Hanford
&a3 n0T OrEgouen ang that the B
Resctar - te sadon's first fullscale
slutonim reacior — is preserved ang
gpened 1 tie public,

~Char st meeds 10 be recorded,”
pleaded Annens Heriford of Rich-
land.

The secretary  ommuned oo

ingiuding in his management plan 3

settlernent history srowect. " This iy 2
senarkabls, smanv.facersd muman
story ... whith shouid nes ne fare
gonen.” be said.

Tim Armozen, owner of e ow
boat sompany that prosided Babbin's
ANSPOrATion, wanted assurances he
soift ookt operate his boars i die
Reachis a monument.

Babbiet said Arnizen could w Byt
that one of the issues in 2 manage-
ment plan waid be to determine
which kinds of soas are allowad,

“There cught o be 3 maximum
arnoisst of public access because what
you vt this place to be I an asser
he cemmunity,” Babbim said, -

Babbitt takes in Reach, more

S e WAt T v
P il s
*

ST
sharaid/ Bob: Bravedy

Above: Wiih the White Blufs and the Columbia River as a back-

dron, Secretary of the Intenor Bruce Babbitt walks ug a hilifor a ) .
“ maeting Tuesday with representatives of Norhwest trises .

. .ng & Coylong tour of the Hanford Aeach,
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" Hanford Reach may get lasting
protection

by Landa ¥, Maped
Seattie Times stafl reporter

The Hanford Reach of the Columbia River will be considered

for permanent federal protection by U.S. Interior Secretary
_Bruce Babbint when he visits Pasco next Tuesday.

The issue of long-term protection for the reach, the last
< free-Howing strewch of the Columbia, has simmered for vears.
The question has been whether the faderal government or local
. jurisdictions should manage it. P

. LS, Sen. Party Murray, D-Wash,, cheered Babbint's

_ involvement yesterday, saying the problem has defied

. legislative solution,

}

| Babbint will expiore administrative solutions to protect the
reach, including declaring it a national monument. That would
put it permanenily off limits 1o deveiopment. And it would do
so without Congress getting involved, which Murray thinks a
good idea.

*[ began a long time ago trying to put together propanents and
opponents 1o come to consensus only to have Congress not
move on the legisiation,” Murray said. " thought it was
important for the people in the region to come up with a
solution. ... [t is time to do something to save salmon.™

The reach is home to the last healthy population of fall chinook
sairaon in the state, The fish, called upriver brights, support the
1ast commercially viable fishery in the Columbia.

{ ~Salmon preservation is so important. this is a no-brainer,”
| Murray said. “We have to move forward.” . ) »z

| of} L0 1116 aM
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Babbitt's involvement was cheered by environmentalists wha
have fadght 107 vears 1o prowect the reach. and biasted by focal
otficials.

“{ am amazed. flabbergasted, suz;msed said Grant County
Commissioner LeRoy Allison. "It raises grave concerns of
whether Senator Murray is listening 1o the peopie of the state.”

Max Benitz, chalrman of the Benton County Board of
Commissioners. f2ars the move will derail the effams of local
officials 1o steer future management of the reach.

. "They {the federal government) are coming into town and

" saying, "We think this is in vour best interest and we don't want

" any input from the people we work for, That is disturbing,”
Benitz said.

, Cynthia Bergman. a spokeswoman for 1.8, Sen, Slade Gorton,
, R-Wash., said Gorton backs preservation of the reach but
favors keeping local leaders involved.

' “This is shocking,” Bergman said. "The (Clinton)
. administration is j{zsz onaroll,”

: The administration also wants to ban road construction on 43
million acres of public forest land withous the involvement of

 Congress,

t
r

: Local env:ronmczmitsts were thrilled.

| "Uhave been working on this for 15 years,” said Richard

: Leaumnont, conservation chairman for the Lower Columbia

' Basin Audubon Society.

"Senator Murray has made the right decision, a courageous
decision, and we thank her for it. We are confident when
Secretary Babbitt sees what's here, he will find a way o protect
" .

Richard Stecte of the Columbia River Conservation League

“Now [ believe it is finally going to happen,” he said.

Lynda V. Mapes’ phone message number iz 206.464-2738.

said he has been fighting for protection of the reach since 1965,

s
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Ranchers, Babbitt map out plan
for Great Rift national monument

Proposed area
still allows.
cattle grazing

By Rocky Barker
R {duro Statesmen

ARLO — [nrerior Secretary
Bruce Babbhin and a group of
ranchars mappsd out the
boundaries for a proposed
Creat RiY nanonal monument
Tuesday.

Babbizt promised ranchers
they uould continys 1o grazs
cattle. Kill predarors ang keep
30CESS to CuITent gTATING A
eas sych ay the picturesque
Ladlaw Park range south-
west of Cramsrs of the Moon
Nauonal Monument, Huddled
arousid @ map in 9 grove of

quaking aspens, they agreed
@ general boundanes of bath
a Cratery monument sxpan-
sion and 3 new monumert,
which would be mansged by
rr{e fedaral Bureau of Land
Management,

“We want to stay ot of the
monument,” Bud Purdy, a Pi-
cabo rancher said. “But
yOu're going & do this, we
want o be i on the planning *

Babbit reryrned to Arco to
et with the mnchers, local
oificialy and residents of this
mastly agricudturat"ares of
South Central idaho. Me said
he wanis 1o convince Presi.
dent 81 Chnton to the
argue fresh black fowx
e 62-mrule- long it where oy
iy 2000 years ago rolien lava
poursd ot over the Snake
River Plai, . .

Babbizt i& considering plac.
ing all or mowm of the 8i8
syuare-mile Craters of the
Moon Lava Flew and two
sialler lava fiows under the
admunistraton of the Natfonal
Park Service, which manages
the current Craters of the
Moon monument, A second
monument, under the control
of the U5, Bureau of Land
Management, wocid be desig.
nated ta {26 square
rmules in Laidiaw Park along

H

|

Secrwiary of the intevior Bauce Babbilt, pointing

The Asaociewic Prees

dmm&mmmwmdammmummmm~
ars Tuesday in the Snawdrift Crater near Ao,

with z thin 1Omile corrider

along the Great Rily connect-

ing the lava fields, ,
Adong with grazing, huting

would be allowed inthe BLM  Currendy, only 83 square
manument but not in the lave  mules of the area 5 included in
fields managed by the Park  the Craters of the Moon Na-
Service.

O map, discusses axpansion of the Craters |
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nonal Monument, cwated in 1324y
President Cahn Ceelidps.

_Clinten has designaied new na.
vanal monumenss in Utah, Arizona
and Californiz based on recorynen.
datons from Babibier. Clintos has the
Authorey 1o estalslish or axpand 2 na.
GONA! Monument uider the Anbiguis
nes ALt of 1906,

Many Western qiembers of Con-
gress consider ihe act's powers 1o he
oo broad U8 Rep, Mike i
an ldaho Republican, has intrecuced
2 buli that would require congression
al spproval within rwo years of a
gresident’s estabizshment of a monu.
* ment.

In response, Babbitt has answered
fuesnons of Arco regidenss arxd pub-
L officials about his proposal. Me
promised o send maps out next
weelk and to continue an opes
P { Hindscape

“{ want to sit on this ;
work it out, do a mag apd send 2 out
te you, take it 1o 3 point where we
have the best underganding we can

-

g
He prommissd srivate landownars
wmmuaﬂgamwmm
world et acoess across the lavas m
me?’?iw wrding, " Babhitt said.
“THput it inwriting,” itk sad
I:J-obw an Ary tancher
who has repeatedly been skeoticai
about federnd wilderness and cther
pmm‘ said he was satsfled
ATLSWVErS yIX; ZAVE US ZAVE I
gzepemcfmd,’ Waddoups

The only new protections i¢ the
BLM monument willbe a i
of mining and the assurance the lund
il never e sokd,

Babbitt also said he would iimit
motorized vehicle use to existiog
roeds exzeis for ranchers sorking,
their stock,

He also % imdswap
with the state for [anda along the
Srake Rives 30 it lands would nict be

surrounded.
Secremary of State Pete Canarruma,
whose were aiong the
mdws;w mw,wm
Clyde Molynsux, who owns 1506
acres adjoining the lava fleld, said
h&dngz‘:be{imaﬂabbiawﬁﬁ >
et his property nghts. An
- doubts he can yget the monument
desigrnted. :

Babbitt proposal

MAY 0 g

Secratry of ine Interior Bruce Babbit nas prososed exparging
Craiers of the Moon Natonal Momument 1 inciude two oings
‘ava fields and turning surmunaing Boreau of Lang Mansgement

iang N0 a secong Graeat MMt rationg MoAuMen?,

Q 50
—

175

CRATERS OF | |
THE MGON |
NATIONAL

MONUMENT

Miles :
: Laldlaw Park ™~
) Arcoy

King

“This i the goverment,” he said
~t doesn't get anything dewe in six
aowd a half axxdhs”

of the Moon into 2 naticnal
park since 1580, He and other busi-
nessmoen i Bardey, Rupest, Areo and

other ommunities mnﬂ
Creters STy it can being tourieen
iars into the rural sres and diversify
o ,
’?;ummai&‘smh
with Yellowsione, Teton and
perka),” Evans sxid

(natiossi
" Craters of the Mooa currergly at-
traces 225 000 visitors & yewr, oo

Representatives for Sens. Larry
Craig mmmmmw

Michael Mathews & Craig aide
&nm'[‘wmhggis.md(:mgwm
Babbitt to hoid more public '
m&»mmmmmﬁ
- pecoprmmesiation to Clingon,

Kenpahworne in Botee,
“When | send something 15 the
‘mm.?wwmbeme&mrp

" Babbift rold the officiaic,
mm lﬁg?mmwmk

o get funding for up-
m:ﬁammm

momanentt atxd to offset the coses of .

providing servioes, such as sesrch

and rescue, in surrounding comnm-
nitiew,

Butte Coxprty Carnrdssioner Mark
Stauffer. thanked Babbirt for his
rasetings and involvemet,

1 thini that s refieved 2 ot of the |

fosrs that people had.”

Contact Rocky at 377-6484.0r
rbarieer@hoise. garneitl.oom
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What you
should know

What is a nationai
menument?

A naticnal morumen i T
2eally administrated cublic
iarsd ol 38N by the pragi
deet undier the agthorty of the
Anticeaties Actof 1906,

Is it & national park?

Rics, afthoudh the Nationad
Fas Serdon serves o ad-
IROEtTRIDE for ront ruticrist

roonurresis. Ooky Congrom
can guiabile & nationsl paic

What area does U.S.
Interior Secretary
Brucs Babbitt want to
sxpand? |
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Babbitt back in state
to talk about Craters

Interior secretary
to meet with ares

leaders today

The Assacisted P

ARLO v intenior Secrsiary
Heuos Babbitt refures to 2astern
idahin's high desert on

to meet withlo [

torest in fnding & way ta in the factic g lant
ol ,& Oppooerts call 2
Creasay Pw"f ”mi 1 "W”

mdmmfw

grab. dateing Clinton is nmning over
toczl oteresrs to ssrablish an emaron-
mental legacy during hix waning
T o S
AN Crad
has led cririciym of any suggmiag
that further federal protections be im-
posed in the regions
Conig pointed ot that there is iitile
preagure on the Great Rift area that
covers some 300,000 acres south of
Argg .
Mokt is swned by the Buresu of -
1and Management, and cafthe and
grozs there. The agercy does
2ot kpep count of visitoes but sayx the
ares guts sparse traffic from hilcers,
cavers, off-road usars and husters. .
says that threais (0 ar-
ens Hioe the Great Rif 100 ofion goums
reafized il 8 s too late 0 wisevenn,
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-Manumental Consequences

Word that President Clinton might create
four new naticnal monuments has drawn a
prediciable outery from ranchers and other
traditional users of the areas. But as he scours
the Western wilds in pursuit of an
environmenial logacy, itis the
environmentalists who ought 1o be crying the
loudest,

With no management plans in place and ne
money 10 implement them anyway, Clinton has
drawn bull's.eyes around some of the most
ecologically sensitive areas in the country.

The proposed monuments -- Oregon's Soda
Mourntatn, Idaho’s Owyhee desert, Montana's
Missouri Breaks and lands surrounding
Colorado’s Mesa Verde -« are lirde known
outside the region and have not caused so
much as a blip on the nation’s summer vacation
radar. Their anonymity has always been their
best protection.

Until now.

That wasn't applause you heard after Interior
Secretary Bruce Babbitt heralded each area's
grandeur last month. It was the roarofa |
million SUVs racing down to the REI map
department,

Not that Americans shouldn't be ailowcd o

. visit these areas. It's just that putting out the

welcome mat without a plan 10 handle the
cesulting hordes i3 a potentially greater threat
to these fragile areas than the catile grazing
and other traditional uses that monument siatus
is meant 1o curtail.

Clinton isn't the first or even the most
profific user of the 1906 Antiquities Act. He
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nas used it five times since 1998, creating the
Crand Stajrcase-Escalante manument in Urah
and two each in Arizona and Calitomia. Teddy

Roosevelt used it 1B times and Woodrow

Wilsan 12. Jimmy Carter proclaimed 15
monuments in Alaska in just one year.

But Roosevelt and Wilson tived in an era
when merely reaching the new monuments
could be a weaks-tong ordeal. Carer's Alaska
onuments are s0 remote that a visit poses a
major togistical challenge even teday.

Soda Mountain, however, lies withina
hatf-day's drive of 12 million peopls. And 2
desent lover today can hop a moming flight in
New York, rent a Jeep in Las Vegas at noos
and be tearing up the crypiobiotic soil in the
new Grand Canyon-Parashast monument by
gyening.

Because of the growing interest in the
outdoots and the relative ease of traveling
virtually saaywhere in the Lower 48 states,
protection for sensitive areas should be
secured before the news refeases go out.

Sometimes it is. Consider Afzona's
Kartehner Cavems. Two friends discovered
them more than 20 years ago bat kept them
sectet for a decade until an agreemnent with the
state was in place to protect them.

The Arizona Legislature acquired the
caverns in 1988 and approved funds 10 study,
develop and manage the masses. Today
Kartchner Caverns State Park is one of the
most heavily visited units in the state park
system, and the management pilan adopied
beforehand has allowed millions 1o enjoy it
without harming it.

What an exampie of cooperation and
rational land mansgement these patient
speiunkers have provided. And what & conrast
to the president. Like a stray dog, he dashes
from ree 1o treg, considering nothing beyond
leaving his mark.

Clinton’s reckiess pamxz of an
environmentsl legacy has endangered the very

‘lands he proposes o protect. For

environmentalists, this {s nothing to celebrate.
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X‘Let the Breaks be’

Many Montanans protest future of Missouri
Breaks

By LORNA THACKERAY
Of The Gazette StaH

LEWISTOWN ~ Ssecretary of
intarior Bruce Babbitt said '
Wednesday that he wouldnt be ¢
springing any surprisas, byt
wants g dscumon on the fture
of the Missouri Breaks before
surrandering fs office in

Sabbitt was on a two-day swing i
through Montana to discuss the | i e
fate of the 148.-mile stretch of IR
the Missouri River between Fart
Benton and Fred Robinson
Bridge on U.8. 191. The arsa
ramaing today in much the ' s et Shoa B8 ZELLAR
same condition a3 when Dalo Hankins, of the

explorers Lawis and Clark arassroots group Missourt
journayed through there nearly River Stowards, protests

20:() years ago. Babbit's proposail to make the
Breaks a national monumant,

Habbitt hosted “roundtable”
discussions with inviled .
members of vanous interast groups in Fort Benton in ﬁw moming, -
then flaw along the river corridor to an aftamoon meetng in

; Lawsstown

A handful of protestars with 3 sign prociaiming “The Missouri aint
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sroka” stocd quimtly sutside the Whalefamdamily Cafe in
SEasiown, inside the tiny room resarveq for the meeating,
reprasamatives of environmaentat, oil and gas, agriculturs, Ioscal
government and spenamen’s interesis axpressad heir sentiments
atoul the progpects of changing the designation of the area from
Wile ardd Scenic to that of 2 national monument,

Baobitt 's considaring recommending the changs in status to
President Clintan, whe nas recently designated four new national
monumeants on federal lands in Arizona and Califomia.

Many of tne Fergus Country residents in the stancing-room-caly
crowd were skaptical. Some toid the secretary they were warriad
abeut how it would affect their land.

"Naothing we do is going to affact your pnvata propary,” Babbit
s$aid. “You can take that to the bank.”

Ha acknowledged that if managemant of public tands changes, *
farmers and ranchers could see changaes in the leases they hold
on public lands. But the Bureau of Land Management, the Interior
agency that manages federal lands along the Missouri River, has
an incentive to work with private landowners 1 presserve the
HBreaks, Babbitt said. )

Several iocal representativas at the meeting are either members
or supporters of Missouri River Stewards, a grassroots
organization aimed at sacuring local input into management ¢f the
area. The group is wary of any designation of the Breaks as a
national monument, fearing that new restrictions will interfers with
its current managamant for muitipte use,

Babbitt said he came to Mantana without any predetermined
nations, but with an eye o future threats to the pristine condition of
the area. Tuesday, at 2 public meating in Great Falls, he said that
he would prefer to work with Montana's Congressional delegation
on legisiation to protect the Breaks, Me also promised to consuit
Gov, Marc Racicot. But he told the gathering that he sees soma
yrgency in getting something done.

if he decidss (0 recommand that Praesident Clinton designate the
Braaks as a national monument, Babbitt said he hopad the
recommandation would represent a consensus of all the varying
intarasts with a stake in the decision, Babbilt said the designation
is rpally a matter of a new iabel. i tha prasident decides to take
action o presarve the area, the only way he can do that is under
the Antiquities Act, the Secretary said. The Antiquities Act uses
the word manument. The prasident would have "compiata
discretion” to say what i8 in the monument package. he said.

Babbitt said a local resource advisory council appainted 10 work
with BLM reached agreement on many of the major issues

9
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af'ecting management of tra Breaks. Recommendations from that
Counm oould serve as the Hasis for & Consensus, Re said.

e 3ahbii speaks ata ronii iiscusaitm T
management cf the Missour! Breaks at the Wholefamdamily
Cafe in Lowlistown Wednasday aftarnoon,

8!’

G m— g

“The resource advisory coungil got us down o the 10-yard line," he
said,

Everyons who spoke 1o the secretary Wednesday in Lewistown
agresd that the Bieaks should be preserved as they are today.

"{ want to sea tho river as it is now for my grandchildrsn,” Ron
Mouody, who represented the interests of sportsmen, said. ™ also
want 10 see the agriculture community preserved, f don't think |

" have (o harm them o achieve my ambition.”

About the anly real conflict among the varicus interasts was on the

- subject of oil and gas development on the public lands within the

carridor. Bob Decker, executive director of the Montana
Wilderness Association, said Babbitt shouid closely study the
CONSOUBNCES. : .

“We don't think natural-gas develcpment is benign.* he said.

He said aven with the most assiduous attantion go the
snvironment, oif and gas development comes with a price — more
roads; more disruption of the land and a loss of wildness.

Vince Larsen, the oil and gas representative invited 1o the
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rowndtania, said ke resanted attempts 10 malign his indusiry,
L am a gesicgist,” he saig, 'I'm alsc an snvironmentanst”

Larsen said the same peaple who want 1o prevent all development
aisa like o have a warm housa and hot water,

Habbitt said he was optimistic that something could be worked out.

Lorng Thacksray can be reached af (408) 857-1314, or by a-rail

at thackeray@hiinqgsaazena com
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"GREAT FALLS

Babhitt says he plans
to come hack to state
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Hundreds listen to secretary
pitch protection for Breaks

8y KADL PUCKETT
Toitsere Staft Weiter

Calling #t 3 world-class
resource, (L8, Interiar Sec.
retary Bruce Babbit reitar
areed 10 an overfiow sudi-
snice in Great Falls Tussday
everng that the Lpper Mis-
souri River nesds more pro-
isetion. but he said he dide
17 LOME (0 LOWn ¥th a 5pe-
cific propusal in mind,

He sz that he isn's berg
ot recumenending  that
President Clinton deciars
the Upper Missgurl River a
national monument. And he
said 2 numbeér of opdona
are available in preseeve
the river comdor and the
surrcubding Breaks,

His preference is o have
Maontana's congressional
delegation — UG Sens.
Conrad Burns and Max
Buucus and Rep. Rick Hill
== introduce isgisiatnon o
Congress,

That option. ha said,
winld “keep Bruce Babbitt
and aitl his monument
crowd out of Rere”

“lsa't it possgible thas
Montansas, in sl vour
feisty, wonderful rradition

of duking it our over ints of
subjecty, might see a little
ares of consensus we can
iaks 1t the deilegation?
Babbitt askad dunng one
point,

At lemat 550 people
turned out for Babbitt's epr

pearance at the Fine Are.

Center theater at the LUnde
versity of Great Fully, The
theater zea:s 157, andmm?
sm & peos
pis stood in iizt back and
another 140 peopie listened
i from an overflow room
aexy doer. Another 50 of
sat in the lobdby and s
tened,

Toting signs, isnd desig-
aation supporters and op-
gonerds from il over the
state stamest showing up

more than an hour befors
the secratary's 7 p.om. stan-
;r‘zg time,

B3 just one needless
designation after another”
said LK. Stone. a computer
salesman and gold prospes
tor from Whitefish, hoiding
2 Sign that said “Missoun
River Breaks Arss't Bro.
kan,”

Not 1o, counternd a sign carried
by Azrt Doiman.of Great Fally, a
member of the Montany Wilder-
ness Assocignion and Sierme Club,
The sign procisimed. “National
Monumen: Pratecss Our Land.”

fabbit has recommended s
year that Clinton name four pew
manuments in Californis angd Ari.
zona.

But he teld the signless crowd
{signs weren't aliowed in the audi.
tgrivmg) that other possibilities t5
pratect the Bresks are 3 national
consarvation ares, 3 monument
created lemsiatively or just legisls.
tion that doesn't have a nams. “The
tabet isn't | . Tte amid,

He said thars were three issues
he thinks the congressional delega.
tion should address

(Gns iy the boundary of the wild
and scenic corridor, cresied by

Breais.

Dreasesd cxsustly, he oconsionally
joked with the crowd. Mayor
Gray, wha offered » Hontana
Mmﬂnmm i~
net member, inrocuced iz

Babbitt arrived late because of &
plape cancetiation, but he listened
to testimony for more than iwe
hours.

" Babhitt crowd fired

Great Faiis Police amd (1.5, Park
Polite were on hand for securty,
and bags were examined at the
door 1o the theater. Mo clashay oo
curred outsude of the building, al-
though Babbin's staff did el rwo
men hoiding huge ﬂags hat they
had 1o move o the “first amend-
mNT area,” 3 place roped off for
STCLesiers,.

Habbirr told the audience that he
first Began focusing on the dver af
ter reading Stephen Ambrosw's
hook about the Lewis and Clark ex.
pediton. "Undaursted Courage * By
chance, he ran inte the author
three or four years age. Ambrosa
w3id iy that he shouid visis the riv.
er. Babbint finally did lasr vurmmer,

"I & world diass resource” he
sald. “There's nothing qute s it

s show his sppreciation for
their work on s manage-

ment of the Breaks, ke gave pic.
tures of the river to members of the
Bureny o Land Management advie
sory councl.

He said he sgreed with the coun.
¢il's moommendation that grazing
shoaddd confinue fo be allowed on
public fand, ah well as ?zxmtiag and

fishing. Private pm ety o
would&m reapectivd p % zsm
about some Kind of :u:quumuﬁ prom
gram,” he said

He was impressest by the coun-
2i's condensus that river gver
flights and Jet Skis should be
rqimed in

"But he said tuesis 10 the river,
such a9 noxious weeds and suddi-

MAY -3 e
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“You ran’t speak vour prace nut
here. 20 we're going 1o save.” sud
Ken Gebhardr, 3 revred Great Puils
man, standing outsice the :nsater
and unable 1 el a seat. ]

“They stould have goren 3 mg.
ger audionum.” added Joe Eger.
alko A renges from Greas Falls,

vising, led him to Delieve that e

. noed 16 make sonve chasges on this

river that require some suthorize
don or iegisiation.”

Those who spoke mised mayat
the same points that had been ex.
pressed at previcus public mewt-
ings. Appiause often followed
speakers on both xids of the desig-
nation issue,

Some said the aren needed mom

protection from mineral expio-
nﬁm off-romet vehicies and
visiting the river. Others Mou.
anans could come up with their
own salutions to lm.n?ng prodw
lems snd that & new designation
wouldn't sobve threats such &s sub-
division.

Those were the ducky ones
Some pecple didn't even get in to
Tusve their say.
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e lernng peasis
LAow wwitat we starg ‘o
— wereilancing ‘o1 a
national monument.”

- Aart Doiman, Great
" Fafls, holding a sign that

said, “Natianal
Monument Protects
Qur Land.”

“Qur footprint we make
when we drill is so
small.”
— Paul Urban,
Klabzuba Ol & Gas

MAY -3 2000

‘Ciinton s inving to
make 4 Digger legacy ror
himself, That's what the
whole thing 15 about.”

— lack Eades, Great Falls

“We have a designanon

we like, the one we

have, Wild and Scenic,”
— Joanne Witt, Carter

Babbitt spoke to about 550 people gathared tor a pub-
lic meeting at UGF Tuesday.

Roundtable talks scheduled for Fort Benton, Lewistown

By Tribune Staff

U.5. Interior Secretary Bruce
Babbitt will hold two invitadon-
only roundtabies, in Fort Benton
this morning and Lewistown this
afternoon, to further discuss
managing the Missouri River
Breaks,

Participating in the Fort Ben-
ton talk will be state lawmakers

" John Witt, Bill Thomas and Jon

Tester; insurance agent Steve
Vielleux; outfitter and farmer
Larry Cook; rancher Joy Craw.
ford; Dave Dittloff of the Mon-

tana  Wildlife  Federation;
Chouteau County Commissioner
Ken Evans; Jerry Jovanovich of
the chamber of commerce; mu-
seum director Jack Lepley; Big
Sandy Mayor Rick Morris; Steve
Pilcher of the Montana Stock-
growers Association;-and attor-
ney Dennis Tighe of the Mon-
tana Wilderness Association.
Participating in the Lewistown
roundtabie will be Fergus Coun-
!ly Commissioner Kathie Bailey;
he Lewistown News-Argus
publisher Dave Byerly: Bob
Decker, executive director of the

Montana Wilderness Associa-
tion; rancher Matt Knox; Vince
Larsen, oil and gas; sportsman
Ron Moody; rancher Mark Pe-
terson; architect Jeff Sheldon;
ocutfitter Don Sorenson; JR.
Strand, president of the chamber
of commerce; and Kim Lacey of
the Central Montana Resource
Advisory Council:

Babbitt also will tour a natural
gas field with Mark Good of the
Montana Wilderness Associa-
tion and Ralph Gaiiey of Macum
Energy.
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Teffuprm pwston iy Mire Stercgd
Steve Funke, left, of Kalispell. was one of several paopie carmyving signs expressing their views outside the Uni-
versity of Great Fails Fire Ants Canter thaater, where U.S. interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt ter listened 1o Mon-
@nang concerns about the Misscun River Breaks Tuesday evening.
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