
No Monument Plans for San Rafael 
8 'It' TOM WHARTON 

THE SAL'T LAK1! TRlBUN! 


GREE~:SBORO, :--:.C -- The Climon administration has no plans 
to designate l~\ah's Sun Rafael Swell as a national monument, 
Bureau of Land ~anagemenl Director Tom Fry said Tuesday. 
"~obodv has come to us and talked about a monument and we 

are not considering one." he said . 
. But Fry said his agency suppons the crea~ion ofa national 

conservation area at the popular central Gtah recreation area. 
Fry Joined l;,5, Forest Service Chief MIke Dombeck at the 

Outdoor Wnters Association of America annual conference here. 
The BLM manages nine national conservation areas and seven 

national monwnents. The designations are similar. Activities such as 
hwuing. grazing and off.highway vehicle use are allowed in most 
cil'cwnstances. and the designations provide special planning and 
funding from the government. 

\Vhile the BlM supported the national conservation area bill that 
Rep. Jim Hansen. R-UIllh. pulled off the House floor recently, 
environmental groups opposed the San Rafael Swell bill. saying it 
doesn't offer adequate protection for the road less areas they want 
designated as wilderness. 

The debate over the San Rafael National Conservation Area 
marked one of the few times the Clinton administration and much of 
Utah's congressional delegation agreed on a public~land issue, 

Little progress is being made in the fight over BLM wilderness 
designation in Utah, Fry pointed to the wilderness designation in 
A.rizona as one way to get wilderness legislation moving. There, 
divergent interests fought for more than 10 years before sitting down 
to hammer out a compromise, He would Hke to see a similar event 
in UIllh. 

He said interest groups also need to get together to solve the 
growing impact of off-highway velUcles -- especrally alI..errain 
vehicles ~~ on public lands in Utah. Different recreation and 
conset'\o'atJon interests fought for 10 years over OHV use in 
Californias desert befo~ agreeing to a manage"",nt plan thai set up 
"",as allowing the vehicles. Led by the Southern UIllh Wilderness 
Alliance, a coalition ofenvironmental groups filed a federaII.wsuit 
last fall to force the BLM to ban OHVs from millions of ac~s of 
wilderness study areas and other potential wilderness 'areas, and to 
increase regulation ofOHVs on other BLM lands. 

Though that lawsuit is pending, the BLM in March closed seven 
wilderness study areas in the San Rafael region of sorith-centraJ 
Utait. . 

Fry said the solution to the problem will involve genetal 
guidelines for OHV use on public lands being established at • 
national 1"",,1 thai can be used with more derailed plans by local 
land managers.

Fry said the contentious issue over who should own and !IUIIllll!e 
rum! roads ill UIllh - the federal government or.the counties - rrugh! 
best be decided with a definitive court ruling. 

In a separate interView, the U.s. Forest Service's Dombeck 
responded to criticism that too many publi. land issues were being 
decided on the national.level instead of by people closer to the land 
affected. 

"Cerutin issues are not resolvable at a locaIl""el," be said. "Part 
of leadership is setting the agenda for the local level. That is what 
we have tried to do,1t 

H. said too many fo.... t issues were being solved by the courts 
and not by land managers. 

W."".:H:filY, ;!Joe 
28,2000 
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Babbitt faces divided crowd on Craters expansion 

By Kelly T.aU Assoeial.d Press 

RUPERTt Idaho - Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt faced an evenly lplit crowd when he 
...Iumed 10 I/aho for the third tim. Friday 10 mttt with people about his propo.al to expand 
tbe Craten of the Moon National Monument to include the Great Rift. 

Ilancbtn. hURttn and fecreationisu g~ner.lIy opposed tbe up.olion while environmentalist.; 
tourism pN>moten and politkal pragmatists backed it. 

It was tbe fint time Babbitt met with ptaple outside the ana or the monl,1ment~ wbert' ranchers 
sum to grudgingly accept the propotal~ viewing I( as inevitable. 

The administration proposed having the Bu ..au .f Land Management and the N.tio.al Park 
Service manage tbe espanded area jointly. Livestock grazing would continue in the shrubstep 
of the Greal Rln managed by the BLM, but Ihe area would be withdrawn rrom minoral ••try 
and leuinll. V.hide.would be limited to designated road. and lrail,. BUI h.nling wo.1d be 
regulated' by the state. and predator control would continue. 

E.en though Babbitt respoDded to most queslion" be railed 10 deal directly wilh concorn. 
about the npansioo's impact on bUllting or just wben .. decision "'.ill coroe On the proposal. 

HI can give you all outside date ofJaD. 21,2001;' he said to laugbter and lome applause. 

Babbitt', latest .!siteame ju,taner the Western legislative Fo ....try Tuk Force adopled a 
.....I.tion caUinl ror • 'IMUegy 10 reduce f .....t fue" thai cDntrib." I. wildO..... The ta,k forc. 
criticized the administntionts iDaeasing use of monument status to protect public land~ 
M.mb.... ,ay Ih. poliey _corbates tho pos'ibility or ealaJlropbic blazes. 

Sheep and cattle ranche" !aid tltey WOIT)' tlte con'traints aecompanyiDI tbe propo,ed Craten 
upanlioo wiD cut off ICCtll to water and limit their ability to protect stock from predators,. 
Babhitt acknowledged their concorn' and promised to .dd....' tbem. 
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Recreationisf; complained that a(ctss to tbat public land would be denied. And Ctark Collins 
of the BlueRibbon CoalitiQn said the go\'ernment was trying to fix problems that dQ not exisl . 

.. Frankly. if you're IOing to regulate sponsmen's access. 'you need to involve spor1smen." 
Collins told Babbitt. "We don't want to be overlooked." 

Babbitt said he would "serve you up some language" that Collins could live with. 

Perhaps the nlost vocal opposition came (rom one man. He evoked a hearty round of applause 
and shoun as he called the proposed npansion another example of government tyranny. 

"Tyranny (':onlts in many fonn,; lome of them look palatable," he said. "But to ttll my lunage 
sons they can't ride their ATV's in the d~rt, that's tyranny. I $uggest we give Bill Clinton'S 
legacy the Idaho ..nion .fone h.II of a Botton Tea Party." 

DHpiU the opposition. Babbitt heard from a number or peopJe who s ...pport his crusade to 
es:pand tbt boundaries or the natiDnai monument. 

A ...p.....nt.tiv. of the Idah. Environmental Council .greed with Babbitt tbat tbe G ...at Rift 
needs protection "bet.use not aU threats to it are currentJy perceived. It','high time." 

Former Gov. John Evans reiterated his support ror tbe up.nsiGn and credited Babbitt with the 
good stnse to (~ome to Idabo to hear pea-pies! comments, ratber tban making a decision in the 
isolation of Washington, D.C • 

..It will benent the community and tbe state with inc::rused tourUm and economic activities," 
Evans said. "I'm a strong supporter oftbe concePt you've got here, for the bettennent of 
(daho~'t 

Dennis Wrigbt. a Blaine County Commissioner, said the proposal is one "all reasonable people 
tan buy into. to 

'·W. believe the "'Iion wW .obancelivabUity and beunt ruture gen.ration.," Wright said 10 a 
round of applause. 

For more information OD tbeM and otber ItOries see today·. edUion of the Post Register or 
ubscribe onlinL 

lII!uBIlAMI !1lIIArtbimJ IC!assifi«IsJ IDa!dIootIlEWm !4ahoI1J4al!omalil 
[!&11m II!.!"" cditoIllJ.al NoM II [l'riyacy Poli<yJ ll!<1IWtl (ilIl!:tII [Subscribel

1TaL\'hrl1 (Town foruml rwaUpapcrJ rwratMrJIWcbmutcrl [Yclkmtoncl 
.8ItCk • Hom. 
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Interior Department gives conditional support for dunes 

By MaJI Kell<!},IAssociQ1<d Pre.. 

WASHtNGTON • [nterior Secretary Bruce &.bbitt strongly suppOrts transforming Colorado', 

Great Sand Du~a National Monument int!> a national park. an lntenor Department official 

told a Senatt panel Thunday. 


But Babbitt would like several changes in a biD to crute the park. said Stephen Saunden. a top 

Interior Department omcw in charge of parks. Still, the proposal "is an neeUtnt examplt of . 

what we tlR do when we work to.ttbtr~H Siunden laid. 


The biD's sponsor. Colorado Republican Sen. Wayne Allard, said he did not think Saunden' 
concerns would "uttle the measure. 

"This is • c;arefully craRed biD put together with. tot of internt groups in Colorado.It An.rd 
sajd~ "We want to sit down and !ff whe~ tbey (Interior Department officials) aff comidl 
from," 

The proposal would t.pand tbe G ....I Sand Dun .. Nallonal Monumenl near Alamo .. by 

. adding Ih. adjacenlloo,ooo.aere Baea Raneb. Prtsid••1Oi.lon', 2001 bud,.t propo,al 

includ.. S3.~ million a. a down plym.nt ror tb. ranch. wbicb'reportedly h.. an a.king price or 

53! milllo•• 


The new national park ..ould ......mpus 750-foot ...d dun... the strum, and sand nats Ihat 

bolp .....te tb.......d ,umundl•• fomts and mountal.s. Th. IIKa Ranch abo includ.. 

14.165-root Kit Canoa Moulttaia,olto of two 14,ooo.(oot Colorado pu... in private band.. 


Tho dun.. a.. formed InIm , ••d carved .ut of tbo mountain. by the beadwate .. of Ibe Rio 

Grand.. M..nderin••Iream. carry Ibal sand Into ll.... und sb....., whe .. the valley's wind. 

blow il inlo buS •••biftlng dun.. Ittbo bue of tb. S...... d. Cristo ra.g.. 


Jr approved, th. national Plrk would be Colorado', rourth a.d lb.......d to be ......ted in tbe rn 

"at. in two y...... Con.......paraded lb. Black Canyon of lb. Gunnison from I ••tionol' " 
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monum~nt to a national park la" year. 

Park supporters say It would boost tourism - the national monumtrU gets about JOO,GOO visitors 
a yur ~ and keep Iht re-gion's water from being pumped o\"er tbt mountains to cities in 
Cojorado'! front Range or elsewhere, The Baea Ranch's current ownU5. the Stockman'! 
Water Co., had announted plam to pump 150.000 acre-feet of watu rrom the ranch each: yeu 
but haJ not ~ought governmtnt approval. 

Sltundtrs said Babbitt would like to Set 1.2&4 aern of the proposed park declared as 
wildtrn~u. The areas are currendy managed as wildtrness. meaning that hiking. fishing and 
camping are allowed but IGgging. mining; bicycling and driving Ilre not. 

Saundfn also said Babbitt was worried that water rights language in the bilt (ould stU! anow 
the waler under tbe Bact. Ranch to be uud outside the park. Allard sllid the water provision, 
were written with local. state and federal input. . 

"We don't want to bring something in that blow, apan our coalition. but we'll take a doser 
look It it and see what their concerns are/I Allard said~ 

For more information on these and other stories See loday's edition Qr the PQ!t Register or 
subscribe online. 

~11"'bout Usl IAI<birnllCluslli<ds1 iPa'_1 n;;w.m 1_llldahornalll 
[Lenef\ 10 1M edlWl rLocaJ Nm 31 [Privacy Policy} [R;j;jl1crl lSlml [SYRieribel 

!Talkbackl [Town ForumJ lWallPioerl [Weather} tWebmastef! rxelkmS!9ntj 
~a.c.. ..Hom. 
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the Craters of the Moon National 

••:n::rlfH~FI:::t. Monument could mean an addition to 
""; a state park.it Sox Canyon south of 

; View Online Ads WendelL 
L Place An Ad 
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~, Cany~n, 

, Sub$cribe 

~ Movies Babbitt was In lown Friday - nis third trip to Idaho this year - to discuss his a ~..I:",L M 
l Auction I nIl) April proposal f()r an expansion of Craters. CribCt and l'Upporters turned out i....UlI~ lV 
!' MV CookboOk for a publk meeting in lhe audiloriwn of the East M'.in.ico Junwr High ,Recycling 

School. In SOuih<rn 
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Area Info me Cratef'$ expansion would 001 inch~ any implied water rights. Babbiu 

prorruscd to work with department lawyers to ensun: the e~n indudt:s r Submit Lett., no additional Ot Unpiiod W8ttr nglt.... 
Offenders 
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oU~$:de the IIr:," Babbl\t saId. . . I 

•• 5¢"1 ,:= '5 

PlJbll.JI.,. .. 
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"<1\I_.lng tJil'fH:t!/u: 
M,II_ S ... 1t 

M~g IdfffJ,: 
C~lk W.twonh 
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"With respec1 to \i\-enOCK, lhe rules inSIde the I1!:d line \\Ould ~ tn< $J(Me as I t)Q()n 
• 

Stale BLM DIrector Martha Hahn s;nd grazing permits tnlhe area Mould Ix' 

maflaged by a single dIS,"CI 


:~'Side lhe monument federal offiClals aJ:oo \\oold exerCIse doser COntrol 

;r.er otT.high\\.ay \ehide use. hmiollg them;o e;,(Isling ~oods: and ~riliis .• m ~ 

antIcipation of increased use that ...oul!! come ,"llh a monument aeslgnauon. ~ ~utu:.U.;;' 

BabbItt said. 
 ... ' 
Clark: Collins or the Blue Ribbon Coalition '>aId he resented the implication 
that otr~highway vehicle use needs: 10 be controlled. 

Jerry Jayne .of the Idaho Environ.mtntal Counc:iI $aid. he has been lOvollo-ed in ....efforts to expand the Craten of the Moon for about 30 years. He suppom ' 

protection of the aRa'S unique SCOlogical ftaruta. -~ 
Pf:rhaps there are no imminent threats. but not aU future thtears art obvious 
today, he said. An ~ion proposal m the 19S0s had little local 
opposition. Bm Congress ha$ Laken no action.. he said. 

-I'm glad you'l't" doing it," Jayne Sluet "Our delegation hasn't done it" 

A few people were criticaJ ofPrc:si<ient Clinton and the rederal government 
in general. And a number of people critimed the proc:css by wru¢:h Babbin is 
proposing to expand the monument - from its C\I1'n!nt siLe ofabouc $4,000 
acres to about 130,000 ac:ra. Some have suggested the chang«: should 
mvotvc II JOI\I¢f. harder look by Congra.s.. 

But Congns bas had a lot of time to look at W: proposal alNdy. suppcnm 
of the ptOpOSaI say. 

If __........ ahead, he'll <din< the propooa! and maIoI, 
rc::or:nmcnd.at.imt to PYaldenl CHnum Clinton tlIen ooW1 designate an 
expanded monu.meat under \be alrthoriry of the Antiquhlts Ai::L 

In 1906, Co..,.... _then·~ Teddy R"""""lt authoril)' to 
desipale "objcct$ ofhi$loric: or tdcnt.iflc interest· on &dtra.Iland u 
natiOnal monwncnts. 

Sila _ !he "" hal baen """ by CYCI)' p__RiclW'd Ni_ 
RoIIald Rapn and GccfJe Bush. Though ~ hallric4. il hal.....,. 
IJIken !he president" authoril)' 'WI)', IlaI>bitt said. 

"Congreu could do it, but people don't want them to, ~ presicientl 
!!ave """ il to _iii< pea¢< of America.' he said. 
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Congress also has the authonty to designate nallonal monuments and has 

done so ;!9 (!rnes, And It has the lUlhonty to abolish national monuments but 

has redesignated onJ~ about 5.1)1)() Jcres, according 10 The Wilderness 

SOCiety. 


Babbin promised to make public his recommendation to the president, 


Fonner Gov. John Evans. a Burley Democrat. thanked Babbin for coming to 

Idaho to listen to people's concems, 


"He could ha\'e done it in Washington. D,C .. but instead he came out here to 

listen to local users of the land.· hans said, The monument e:o:pansLon 

~ould be ~for the benennent of Idaho. the benerment of its communities and 

for the citizens in....olved.· 


Times-News writer N,S. Nokkentved can be reached at 733~9J LEx!. 237. 

or by e-mail ruels@magicvalley.com 


For mo~ stories (rom .rouDd The Valley ud (be "orld, SUBSCRIBE 

To The Times-News priDt edltioa. 
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The Prospects for Community-Based Stewardship 


I n .\f::J.y 1999. Secretary?f interior Bruce Babb~tt carne co 
Southwe& Color.\oo lO an.."lClW"l.Ce an initiative fer er'l 

h.:tnccd protection of !64,000 acres ofarc.'uecdogu::al 
reSiJurces on BL.\1 land in western Montezuma and 

Dol""", cOU1lti<s. Following proclamation of"", Gf:I!ld 
St.airclse Esal3.ntc Slldot"J:d :v1onument in t:r.ah. the 
Set:::!'etaty's announcement touched offa 6.tesrorm of 

cor._""'" how to respotld to hls chaII<o1ge. 
During swnmi:r 1m.•\'(bd!lng Group was .ppoirued. 

which condu=d "" publi:: -It' and issued. "'1""100 
,emlr.unity input. to I'<-bruaty 2llOO, legislmion based on the 

'WOOOng Group repcxt was 1.n1l'l".X.tuced.in: the 
House and Ser.:aIe to cte:ilte the ~Ca.nyons Of the A.naent5 

:-':auonal COnsetv.u:too .~." in Mardt. Senare he:a.rinp 00 

• .", "CA I~on """" abrupdy~ bugely due 10 
_and~opposition by. _npgroup 
who ~ due ~ legislmion .... cavmg in to' 
conspiracy to kick mul!1p1e""" offpublic lam and _ 

priv:W! _. and due" WC<Jld be better to fight a 

:-;ational Monumeru Proda.cnation in coun.1n April 


Sca=ry Babbitt. '" a telephone call to the MomIe%uma 

County Ccrnmwion=, """'<I that be ""'" fot:Mu'din8 • 
?roposal to procl>im ~of"", And!!!:WI N":.lIiona1 
~!onum:nt to Pmiident Clinton. 

Given the =Iky that <hill <plsodI: began'~ rop-down 
intcm:ntiOO. r=lred in"", proposal and wlIhdr.lWlll oj 

. Congressional1<gj~'';'" and appeor.s to be !loaded for. 
_ proclamation. wllu1llie the po_ IS due 

'communily-bued~can beane&aiYe ~ 

10 "'" ate and =_cltbls_pC' Ncr. only do 
the ingredjcIu:s "",,"'develop .~~ 
=uegy. b.Jt such an approocI!. Is theonly_y., <NlJtO. 

futun: ofproduaM: hatmcnybctw=~ 
uses of this 12nd&::I.p<; and ~ t<mainO of"",_ 

tral Puebloan5 d:w inhabited the area before ~"'" 
during"", 1mto be absorbed inro_~ 

Pueblo communiIies: 
11)e consetlS\JS in the ~GfOJp Report. fo:goed out 

of the StOnIly public me<!ingS during the summer <i1m. 
goes beyood an '""""""Y ofCCJI'ICerI\S.bow truJltipie we, 
freedom of"""'" and exploration. the ~of 

pr,'.""lit:: ~ rights and the sustainabilliy of the locaJ 

eccnomyand tax base, The.repott aIsoronfums the need to 
prorect some of the highest concemration of rduecloglcai 
$ltes known in the coUl'llly from "-:mdaIism an<! ur.intef'.uoroi 

damage from rising lc'vds of recre.ltion,al use, 

The 'lbrklng Group Repon states dut fu..,ding :eve:.s:o 

BL.\1 for managing this area are "Woefully iI'.adeql..:.ate." but 

suggem that additional funding and ,uff'.ng shoulrl sup",," , 

management plan that has community ~p " '" . 
e<ruerpiece, r.lther than as;on afte!thought. Ad<htion:ll 

!tal!1ng shoulrl emphasize skills in voIunt=coordinauor. 


~~ a:dueo1ogicl1 ir.te:pn:tation ~ 


, visit:cr educ::Won. Buil.ding on l,'OI.unteers wr.o have already 


adopted -. and tight<ning ,:p ~ netWOrks 

...n hot><bod< and bike ricicn, hili""" gr-=>. oil cortl!l'Ulies 
and adjacent: landowners is the only .......y to holve ~gh eyes 
toW'aOCh<M!'fthis vast and rupd area and Il!Spond effec

tivelyto ttu.ats to the """"""', 
Some people who patticipatod in the puO/lc di.5cussioos 

onpb.asi:r..ed the i.nt.rinSic value of the archaeological re

"""""". Oth= pnmari1y value the wide rang< of uses. rights. 

and freedom of ""'"'" to thls ~ land<cape. People . 

...n boch oftheso: pmpea!Ve5 share a common inter= 

in malcJns ..... due the archaeoIogial == and the 
12nd&::I.pe due has supported!housands ofyean of haIl..

!ion = ..."u ated I\:n: The '1IiIlricing Group Repon coiled fe< 
an adWoIy coond! made up of the full r.1tlge of these 
__'"dowolPp andhdpifnplemcu. communiry

~orienbed~plan 

http:12nd&::I.pe
http:1.n1l'l".X.tuced.in


The cliff d9.'eUers of ~1esa 'verde :<;>ooru! ?:.trk. wi'ic.'1. 

made the: at"C.~eolcgica1 :-esou.'"Ci!!:S of Southwest ColOl'lCo 
ir.tern.atlcnaUy ~ownc::d represent: the' last and most defen
sive stages of~ ?ucblOan scllierrieru: v.t1ic..~ [ociay ate 

tightly ~ged by the Park Serw:e_ The Canyons of the 
AnaentS, whu,;h 0JV<':l' bod1 public and pnvate land. su?" 
potted lTlOt'e e'Uensive a.r.d lor.g·standing: ne'I.VIork5 of 
e:w:nd.eo:.1 family agr.cu.lrural setr1emenr.s it lS appropnate clwt 

che responsibility for a.re of the: Ca.nyoru. of the AncientS 
should be sub5tantially vested in tOciay's inhabitants of ':.~ 

landscape. &lng able <0 ext<nd <his trust is the challenge '0 
the fed=! government; Iiv1ng up to <his trust is <he challenge 
to :he local commutllIY. 

!fk::t:eedPW ........ A.·I. DII'C!lC!lIIW <X:SIPtC 
0:.Jc»1h. w;, Me!'. "11 1 CaumrFeda'a1I.axII Pn:Iet'....• 
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Sac:ra.eilto See JUlie 16, 2000 

Valley lawmakers lose fight 

on sequoia monument plans 

8yfllWutdOoyie 
...~-... 


. 

WASlIIMGTON - P;UnlJ.lnJ" 

Ib, ..... GlaDl Soqu!," N_ol 
YBlhUmeM caa toDUQUI unbia
denod, ..0.",",-.-",.,. 

da,y. 
In ...ttWag defaL_ Sao Joe

qui'll VaHey lallml....... _ ... 
ance 01 f.ut Coat 8epubHl'.UIl 
and _I Do_ .......... 
thai • $1<.6 him.. r_ 0.. 
_ntlllM""ll"llhiUwillpermi1. 
mntinued planning'" new 1iOOftD· 

mflnts Hlabrubed lIIia ,.tar. 

1'Ilo:ee monumentl lDducie UK!: 


. 32S.000-ure Gnat Bequm. M.· 

_ II.......... ........... .... 


• I'nleideIII.CliaIoolnApril
-rblat..aiII ....,.-.iult 

u y~ ... Il &fA to our nl~ 
...... WI IIcp. -.. Ym. 01 
M.uli_llle .._ ..... lho 
Hoo.se !!euuree. eoauldUee. 
-_. wild Judo.and peal 
..._ ....niol __d.... 
pru(ectecl-

By • 243·117 flU, the Houae 
eliminated a proviIioo c:Iudlenc

ilia: tho sequoia ml)l~Ullwml antI" 
b...·1Imen otbent established this 
JUr. The elimiaated prniai01l 
would have pruhibited letrerat 
""""".., ... ~. p1annme and 
... m"lll"J'Wf'l FOl"eId Serrite 
___......... ba.. mea
opd lho laod .. if« ......, ..... 
d-ipe&ed as. mrmument, 

Tbe dtI..ted me.~ WQuid 
ha:,ea1cppedanewGiontSeq,uaia 
.......wI< ~ hoAnI8I1d lb. 
drdIiDa 01 .............. _ ..... 
........p/&n ........11....toct M 
...... 1fO'8I. Cliulon #dJairWt. 
~ Gfrtciall h.t warned of. 
QiIl ifCohgresa rllla.ined the pro
Wbitioaon montlllliliDt 1pCI1Idmg.

"I'bIl_putlaodaID.._ 
1Il ........... in ......oI_· 
_ Rep. Shanoood l!oehlort. R· 

. N.Y. "'Who could po.aaibJy ,Iia 
!rum.....,...,1anda in 1hia_0I
_.r-houae_bonr 

laaimiad.ie Valley lawmakf!r. 
_t _ porikipanlo In Il>e 
Iiow-Iooo; -.._yo 8Iill. 
lht micbu monumlJlbt provilioo 
... a ~ to r.ommunicale dis
pIeraswe oyer Cliotoo'.l unilateral 

cstabtisflUlenl Cif the GHmt $c. 
quoit lIiOOUmenl 

"'t's tdways pod to put people 
on notite t.bal ther .. '. diMatitfte
l.iofl with the monument. Jdatttt>," 
oaUI a.l' -.. n.~,.. R· 
Mariposa. 

Uaiug,tho: 8\\'ft!pirw pctwer.lf of 
lu 1906 Amiqui.... Ad. ~ 
hilS eateblithed nine national ..,......"..., _ he,... loll'> 
Ih<....hc....-. 

"I IIretl with many that tLe se
quoia grovel .re n.atiOGBt trea
~ that mefil epedal tare Md 
aUenLiw." hid Rep. Cal Dooley, 
D-Hanfmd. but "my vole ........ "" 
Ileda fmeltalioQ with thtI_q fhe 

. dedaion..madt...
"'C,. aad ........nd. ~ 
Wh~.. llepMirJlR 
Re", .101m DooIiuIa of lIot.\li" 
Doug 0 .. of SuramtlU.o and 
Ridwd hmbo ~1'n.cy in 'mtin, 
for ta IlXlClIIlMl'lt ltmding ban.. 
'I'bosa YOtinf apibat the ~re 
in""'" &po. Wally H"'l!'C. 1\. 
MaryfOville,. and Hobert MataW,I).
Sacraroe.nto. " 
,As in put ~yiroomen1aJ (on-

GIOrgI 
Millar 

TttsGlat1ISe
quolamollU 
menl ~is a ydl 
10 OUt na·
1100: say.
tho MartU Jl)l 

Demoaat 

UDvt!mtcs, I..looley illd the VIIIlt<y 
Republicana were facing IW ouly 
the adminislrau.:.1 but It Boeh!ett· 
led t-m of mooU.IIle &ist lA>a.'it 
GOP Olt!rnbeta, y,OOie stows MlIl' 
lIrUe federaUy owned I.nd. t'mvi
008 1&gldaliw elTtJrts challl::!ngitlg 
Clillton.'& ume or lhe Antiq\J:iti~Sl 
Act have lilwM:se rtiled 

CongrclIs, bUll/ever, isn't 
Uvough with &he IJWnl.ltl!\eSlt it,;. 
euc . 

Houae _bero wdtu.kd .II pro. 
villiolt if! the InWior' Otpartmenl 
&pending bill mcooragjng favi,if
able amsidenilioo by the F'oc~t>l 
ServKr. fut tX.'QOOmlc dcitdopmenl 
reqtu:tda h(lm ·commtUljlW:. sd· 
Yel'tIely impactOO" by the Oi.lli Sa· 
qutlia dedsiun. ThQ:M# wlumullj· 
tift include &hI! ullaU Wwn ttf m· 
nub., ..hetll!! SeqWlia f'oresl I .. " 
dUjttwa hilI! Already anllounced 
pluus to dose ita li8wmill .nd lay 
un tlMi workers. 

-..J 
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" Monumental feud brewing 
.TO ma.oy Coloradan.!!. Vermil- wb,o represents ,the Western Slope. is 
'" 	 lion Basin is undiscovered 

COUDtry. It Ls an enormous, 
lonesome spread of U.S. Bu· 

'. 	reau of Land Management property. 
sitting north of Rancely and eu& of 
the Green Rivers famed Caayoo of 
Lodore. Magnificent wildlife berds 
roam its wide valleys, starlr. bluffs 
and rugged canyou. 

Certainly. tbe Vennlllion area rep
... resenUi aD important grassland eco
· ··system. S.dly, it also may stir a 

needless poUUcaJ feud.
10 . In recent IIIOIItltI, U.S. Interior Sec
...... reta", Bruce Babbitt bu wed Pres
..g ... idp.nt Clinton to declare several new' 

': national monumeats througbout the 
.. West. But. local resideota and some 
· memben 01 c.n.,.... comp1.in the 
." process sbort·<:!rculla public input. 
'- To his c:redI~ Babbttt ...oUy Jill 
., sougbt pubUc commeat before seek· 
· iDR preside.Ual acUOIL Babbitt a... 
• has waited u.a.W it beCame clear that 

. :. Co..,.... wouid !lOt prot.ec:t ecoaya
.;.. ~mJ. landscapes 01' otber resources. 
.:: For eumple, in IOUtIIwest Coloro

do, Babbitt dido' ...... ~resldentl.1 
; , ..order ere-tiDe 'tbe aew CaDyou of 
:... thC ADdeDta N.tIonaI Moaumeot .... 

'" ,.. til .........10011 eHorta to protedt= .:.... :0=1 arclI&eoloCical ~UJurea 
.- ADd Babbitt bam, yet oUIbed lor 
.. - WhIte _ action OIl leeIer.1 lando 
.. : wHl 01 GrlDd JIIIICtioD, bee.... U.S. 
• R!'p. Scott ,MeinDl•• a Republican 

dJh,ently workin, 00 legistatioo. to 
protect tbe erea as the Colorado Can. 
yogs National Conservation Atu. 

Now comes word that the National 
WUdlile Feder.tioD, Dormally a mod
erate eDvlrollmeJJtal group, may ast 
Babbitt to ask Clinton to declare Ver. 
million Bum. aationa1 monWJleal. 

It's untlear wb.at problem the fed
eration thinks a monument declara
lion would solve. Regardless or,what 
label gelS slapped 00 a parcel of pub
lie .land, the most important consid. 
eraUon is bow the resources - wild
life, vegetation, laadscapes or 
historic treasures - are being man· 
aged aad protected. 

Ia aDY Clse, the ,roup's t.ctics 
couJd create political trouble. The 
federation bam't bullt suppon for the 
idea among nortbwest Colorado rest· 
denll. Aad local resentment could 
lead to coagressi.oaal.oppoaitioo. 

.By plUlhinc for presidential nat, 
the federation could, in I.et, upend 
public input. AD opeD. deliberative 
eOD,ressioul process, such u the 
one that McIaaiI is usiDa. would be & 
far better approach thaD an admiaiJ.. 
tnUve dec:larIUoo. 

The leder.t1on promised to reveal 
• detalJed proposal I.ter tbilmoatb. 
But by !lOt ,eoer.tlq local IOd .... 
gresaio••1support, the "'''11 aire.dy 
mar ban aadermlned wbat other~ 
..... could be ....rtby push to pro
...t public laodI. 

http:comp1.in
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House Protects Monument Funds 

Logging Interests Sought to Strip Money From Interior 

Br Elle PLUlI!oI 
',Vil.IllIl\~o" Poll SroffW...."T 

The cUntOQ administration and environmental
istS unexpectedly thwarttd an effort in the HOU8II! 
ye-stl!Tday to bar the U5e of federal funda for desigDin, and managina: \and desipted by the presi
dent is national mtmmnenta. 

In a ~ign of the POtential potency of mviroD
menu.! issues t.h.i! election )"21'. the Hou.ae YOted 
243 to 117 to kill II provision of the Intftior De
partment spendin, bill proluDit:inc the aamcJ' 
from designing, PLnnnina' or managin. any IllDo& 
aI monuments dnignated since the beCiDninC of 
the ~. Forty~iJ: Republicans. modentc aDd 
conservatiws l1ikP., broile ranb to support the 
presidenL . 

The issue has piDed. force siDct CliDtoo. desiC
nated eight new Itltional monumenta and o:pan
d~ an existina: one Unee January. The ~ 
mt'llts cover rrKft than 1 million acre in Arizoaa. 
California. Colondo. Oretoa aDd. Wu!liDItOG 
state: the designation gives the gtJYmUDeDt more 
leverage in prot«tinc the areu from vand.lj"" 
new mining or lomiDc activities. 

W...... Re!>o>bIkaDa haw oIICriIJ ........ _ 
that Clinton has uxd the 1906 ~Ad to 
engineer an unprectd.mted fedenJ, -w.l crab.. 
loclcinC up vast areu of federally 0WDed IIDd did 
face no rnI threat from dewlopmmt 01' ~ 
tion. ~Iic:an Gov. Geortt w. Bulb hal IDIde 
Clinton'scooduct an iaeue ill tbepreaidmdllcmloo , 
p~~ . 
-nu._.~io._ 

gnlI of."" fodenl __R4 Holm· 
Ch,,,,.,'&lh.. (11'-). "Ibo _ gnlI 
sinct the iDYuioD of PbImd.. 

But the admiDistrttioa. aDd ill allies c:barted 
that coallftSliooal ~htinM me IttarqIdac 
to undenniDe 1oaC....adin. ~tial autboritJ 
by nuUifyina' m:t'IJt IDOIJI.UDeOt dtsilP'ltioo& Rep. 
NortnID D. Dkka (D-Wuh.) arped that tbe ,.. 
strict:ioas woWd nee prevent 'the presidnt !rem
rn.kini 111_ d_~ ko<p the!Duri
or Deputmerl.t.bUm properlJ !!\Iuain. tDC8I
menU already seieded. . 

'"This would be I bad tbiq for DOt ootr thia 
president. wltich il. lot of peop~ in thiI chamber 
don't !eeIIl to like, but for the tutuit' president who 
may want to protr.ct aD. important monument for 
the country.~ Dicks said. 

http:protr.ct
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Canyons of the An.cients named a 
national monument ru 

ti." Mike SS)(lI<jlbao and Elocta OUD!: 

Ootnver- Po.t St.H WrlteNl 

June 10, 2000· WASHINGTON 
It's officialPresident Cllmon turned 164,000 acres ,':>,,,..C<oi'~ .;~_:,.., f '-WI (>oe,:~"...l

of relic-filled desert canyons in ."' • .;;)!~ (f:1>o. ",-.:,,·,>11 "'" ," 
s.o..m"~l\~r_. ""uuu. 1".10".·.southwestern COlorado into a national 
,pM{ "iN .,,,,, )V'., to~1lY _~('I 

monument Friday, continuing hrs push 
---'--'-~., ' C.''''QII" Q< I,to Increase protection for federal lands ;1r6Ii .... 
'~. "~,,t.....

before he leaves office next year. ~)., 

,.,,.But Republican leaders In Congress are ,,,
pushmg 111 the other directIon, ~rym9 to 
block a'ly federal money from gOing to 
the new monuments. That's setting the 1\ 

'-,-
stage for a budget fight in Corgr~ss 
next week, 

·Clinton created tne Canyons of the 
Ancients NatIonal Monument out of 'and ... , " .... 
already controlled by the Bureau of .....-... ' 

~-...---"----~ ... ".Land Management, commonly calJed 
the McElmo Dome. The land is 9 miles 
west ot Mesa Verde National Park. 

Admirers call the land a treasure trove of Indian artifacts, with the 
highest·known density of arc:;haeological sites in the cQuntry. The 
resources include kivas and cliff' dwellings from Native Amefi~an 
settlements, 

Administration officials :say the area needs protection from 
vandaliSm and Increasing tourism. 

"The growth of population and tourism in this area definitely is 
threatening degradation and vandalism of these sites,~ George 
Fra'mpton, acting dUlir of Clinton's Council on EnVironmental 
Quality, said at a White House briefing" 

Cllntor1 also created three other monuments on federal lands fn 
Western states Frlday~ 135,000 acres of the Ironwood Forest west 
of Tucson; 52,000 a<:reS in the Cascade-·SlskiyOU r~lon of 
southern Oregon; and 200,000 acres along 51 mUes of the 
Columbia River inside WaShIngton state's Hanford Nuclear 
Reservation. With the deSignations, the White House said, CHntan 
has protected more than 3 million acres as national monuments, 
more than ~tny other president. 

i "f \ 



At Canyons Of the Ancients, recreational off· read rnou:':tain b!~!ng 
and motorized uses v.auld be oanned. But drilling '!'or ell, gas ::t~c 
carbon dioxide would cantinl:e \Jntil the current resources are 
taoped out. That co\:ld take 30 to 40 years, Explorator'1 drilling 
would not be allowed. 

But some residents ue concerned the government might try to 
forcibly acquire private land Within rr,onument :lorders, 

"There a.re some big question >narks that leave me ql.lte trouoled," 
Montezuma County commission Chair Gene Story said Fnday. 

He was d:sturbed that Clinton's prcclama~ion didn't gJarantee that 
the federal government will abstain from taking (and from 
unwilling sellers. About 30 families have in~holdings, some up to 
1,000 acres in size, Those famlBes are worried that, even if they 
hold onto their 'property, they might not have unfettered access to 
it, Story said. 

Administrlat:O!1 officials stressed that none of the conditions on me 
land apply to private itH,0Idm9s, but they did not address how 
future acqulsit10nS would be randled. 

Story also questioned language in the proclamation that said the 
8ureau of Land Management wi!! work With state authoritIes to 
obtain water needed for mOr'lument purposes. "There isn't any 
water out there" to speak of, Me said. 

Eartier this year, U.S. Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell, R.~C010., 
introduced a plan to protect the McElmo Dome site as a national 
<;;onservation area but dropped it less than two months later, 
blaming a lack: of local consensus, 

Campbell said Friday that Clinton IS abusln9 his authority and 
engaging in a ~frantlc war on the West" during his last year In 

offtce. 

"He has proven once again that governing by imperial decree is a 
lousy way to run a democracy," Campbell sl5ld. 

V.S. Rep. Scott MeInnlsl RGrand Junction, shared tnat critiCism, 
but said he would not support efforts to block funding for the 
monument. 

''That's the worst thing that can happen," said McInnis spokesman 
Josh Penry, "to force a monument on these people. then not g1ve 
BL.."'1 the money to manage the land," 

The !:)revlslon blocking funding for new monuments was requested 
by U,S, Rep. James Hansen, RUtah, who Is frustrated with what he 
says IS Clinton's abuse or power, 

·It's the only control we have," said Allen Freemyer, a Hansen 
staffer. . 

Hansen'S provision IS contained in the proposed Intenor 
Department budget. scheduled for a House vote next week. The 
administration is not yet threatening a veto of the Interior 



Department budget if the provisIon stays in, but the White House 
is clearly alarmed, 

"I think thiS one sticks up pretty high on the radar sC"reen," 

Frampton said. 


U.S. Rep, Mark Udall, ~·Boulder, may try to remove the pr::':vISlon 

cur'r'lg next weeK 5 expectec budget battle. 

S011e local residen'.:s conterd t.'1e monumer: designatIO., ;$ SIMPly 
a federal land grab. 

"We're going to 1<;eep tlQlittng until there's no fight lett in U5," sald 
McElmo Canyon rancher Chester TOler', spokesman (or the 
Southwest Colorado Landowners Assoctation. The 9rOVP IS 
lobbying Congress to revoke the designation and has threatened 
to suc. ' 

"Meaningful protection" But conservationists chee~d Ointon'S 
action, saying they got most of what they wanted. 

"The administration has given meaningful pro::ecticn with the 
monument designation," said Coto(ado EnvIronmental Coalltjon 
spokesman Jeff Wideman, 

C~vrl9ht 2000 fh. D.",ver Pa!t.t. AU rights reserv.d. 
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President quickly OKs Ironwood 
Monument 

Clinton orden prole(tion for 129,000 acres, but 
conh"oveny will continu" 

By Tony D ••is and MaurMn 
O'Connell What's in the 
ARIZONA DAILY STAR monument 

• Sliver Boll MountaIn"President Clinton yesterday capped 
Contain at least B15 animalon. of Ih. quickest debates ..er Over 

6/10/00http://www.azstarnet.comipublicld!iew>lOOO6I0IRONWOOD.html 
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Presldem qUicKlY OK.) [ron~ocd MJnument 

one of the quickest debates ever over 
and piant spedes, inCludingfederal land protection in Arizona oy bighOrn Sheep and 63 other

proclaiming a new Ironwood Forest mammal species and 57 
National Monument for Tucson's far bird speCies, More than 200 
Nonhwest Side, Hohok.a!'l'\>era 

archaeological sites, 
• Sawtooth Mountains:

Less fhan three months after Pima Contain 209 plant species,
County asked for creation of the a bighorn sheep herd. 
monument, Clinton used an executive , desef1 tortoise, numerous 
order to set aside 129,000 acres of lizard species, deer, coyote, 

fox, burrowing owls.federal land in northern Pima County 
antelope, jack rabbits and

and southern Pinal County to save the 18 archaeological sI1es,
ironwood tree and its surrounding Ranching: Estimated six(0 

desert ecology, 	 to 1 S ranGhers graze at 
least 1.000 cattle in U\e 
mOf1ument area.The land in question include, low Minerai. and 

, lying hill, and rugged, rocicy 
(0 

development: Slate land , 
mountains, stark desert cliff. and Oepartment estimates that 
densely packed stand. of saguaro. its M.OOQ acres within the 

monument bOundaries areand ironwoods. 
worth $SO million tor mining 
and development rights,

!t was one of four monuments in the • Two areal on National 
West ti1at Clinton created ~efday Ro;lsIor 01 Historic 
with the controversial. but $0 far PlIe..: Los Robles 

An:noeologioal District andlega1Iy unchallenged. 1001 ofsetting 
Coeoraque Butt.them ..ide under the federal Ar<;h..otogical Distrk:l 

Antiquities Act, • Rem.onto 01 tho . 
Million Santa Ana: Suilt , 

Hi. order came less than 9() days after in 1811 for tho Papago 
indians by Father JuanPima County'. Board of Supervisors 
eautlSta Uotens, priest w!Io started pushing for the monument, also completed_n

and barely. week after Interior of_san_det 
Secretary Bruce Babbitt proposed it: eac in 1'197, Last Spanlsll 
With a pen stroke, Clinton has mlaslon buift in Ptmorta 

Ana, tn•.upper regton whereforever barred this area lQ lilture the Pima tndlans hlstortcallymining claim. and off-road vehicle lived. 
use, 

While the U.S, BIIttIiu ofLand Management must dntw up a plan for 
its operatiOn. ill officials have already said grazing will continue in 
the monument area for the foreseeable lilture. 

And while the federal land was already barred from development, 
Clinton'. action laid the sroundwork for preserving an additional 
6l,000 acm ofsta,e and private land within monument boundaries. 
Those lands won't join ,he monument until the federal government 
buys or trodes for them. ' 

EnvirorunentalistJ and county official. warned the monument 
designation to protect the land from urban srovitb, 
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PreSident G'Jidcly OKs lronwood \fonument 

$haron Bronson, supervisors! chairwoman. said she was surprised at 
the ~swiftness ofClinton'.$ action but is pleased at the outcome. 

"It will be a keystone for the success of the Sonoran DeSert 
Conservation Plan., M said BronsOn. referring [0 the stin~brewing 
county proposal-to save more than 400,000 acres to protect 
endangered~species habitat 

The monurnent arrives three years after county Parks and Recreation 
officials tint discussed protecting much of this area as part of. 
mountain park system. A formal park-preserve proposal surfaced in 
early 1998. The early drafts of the Sonoran Desert plan proposed 
setting aside parks in the Watennan-Roskruge Mountains in northern 
Pima County and the Sawtooth Mountains in southern Pinal CountY. 

The monument has drawn strong support from environmental groups, 
Arizona",Sonora Desert Museum scientists, some neighborhood 
groups living near the Silver Bell Mountains, the Tohono O'odharn 
Nation and the Pinal County Board ofSUperviSOfl. 

But iU future isn't guaranteed. U.s. Rep. fun Kolhe hes strongly 
opposed it. largely because the Clinton administration bypassed 
·Congre.. in creating it. Kolbe supports a budget proposal that would 
forbid the administiation from 'pending money on designing, 
oparading or drawing up • management plan for tbe monument. 

Kolbe WlISl1~ available for 00mmen! yesterday. Hi. press secretary, 
Keith RoS<nblum, expressed 00= that Clinton moved so fast to . 
create the monument. 

"There was not really any public participation,' Kolhe, a RepobUcan, 
said last week. "There wu a study that came out a few months ago 
stating that thia was an important ecosystem, but that doesn't mean 
we had to make it • narlonal monument soon thereafter.' 

The administration has ropeatedly done end-rum around Congress on 
monument issues because ofthe difficulty ofgetting preservation 
proposals through the busin....friendly Repoblican Congress. 

Until yesterday, Clinton had created 6ve other national monument.. 
including '/Wo in Arizona, without congressional approval. With the 
four new 11)0numents, Clinton said yesterday that he hes protected 
more land as national monuments in the lower 48 stales than any 
other president. 

The three o,befJ named yesterday are: 

• Washington'. Hanford Reach,. 51-mil. stretch of salmon-rich 
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waters and sloping sandstone bluffs. 

• Oregon's Cascade.,Sislciyou. induding Soda Mountain and nearby 
lands where plant and animal life are abundant. 

• The Canyons of the Ancients, nine mile. we.t of Mesa Verd. 

National Park in-Colorado. 


[f [ronwood Monument fund. are barred, "We will be in tough 
shape,' sald Tony Herrell, assimnt field manager ofTucson's BLM 
office. "[twill make it very hard to manage.' 

The bureau wiD need 25 new staffer. in the coming year to prepare 
the monument's first management plan and operate il. HerreU sald. 

The monument will have no formal visitor center. Official. lOOn will 
open a slllllll visitor contact station near Avra Valley and Power Line 
roads to offer infonnation abeut the monument to bikers and other•. 
The monument will also interpret the ",ea'. mining history. which 
date. back 150 yean, h. sald. 

The government wiD try to buy or trade for the private and state land 
over the coming y ...... and make it. top priority the lands maS! at ri,k 
ofdevelopment, HerreU sald. 

"It's a lot of change, and it', very fast. rm kind oftaking it all in, and 
I'm not sure how to react. ' the BLM official sald. 'But ( think the 
area i, very scenic, and (like the filet that. lot of different groups 
have come together behind it, Of 

But ranching i, • potential conflict StOve Lelming. • rancher who 
own. 1,000 acre. within the monument boundary. teamed with five 
other ranch ... as the Avra Valley Silver BeD Conservation Alliance 
when the ironwood propooal tint surl'a<ed. The group wants • 
guarant.. that it has a Nture on the land. where ranchers graze • total 
ofabout 1.000 caItle on private and public property. 

Carolyn Campbell. director ofthe Tucson-based Coalition for 
Sonoran Desen Protection. waa noncommittal on this ....... saying 

. the pros and cons ofgnWng wiD be debated as the plan is put 
together. 

"I dOh't kitow ifgnWng can continue alall on public lands, 

partioulatly riparian ar .... But I think this process will be • place 

where w<o can find that out," Campbell sald. 


Regarding her coalition's stance, she added. "If the r...,hers are .. 
talking abeut low-impact and sustainable ranchins. ( think it's up to 
them to ... prove they can do that. " t1 
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Lehning asserted that ranchers have been good stewards for more 
than a century. lust that the land is considered worthy of preservation 
prove. ,hal grazing has not wrecked it. h. said. 

Ranchers and environmentalists alike are pleased that the monument 
status sec::ures sOme protection from urban sprawl but worry about 
the potential for damage that comes with visttor traffic. 

If 'he plan nudges oul viable grazing, Lehning said he would he 
tempted to seU hi. acreage to the "developer who comes through 
with the biggest pocketbook. II since its seclusion could prove a. 
mal!llet for luxury homes. 

"If there are so many restrictions that we can't make a living as cattle 
ranchers anymore, what other optio .. do we have?" he asked, 

c.., j c7~' 'tv.... CO N~1IIfft j Claalltdl; 1..S.O.TIItSIIi]
\w....,. !tIIeIq....... ....., .. r..... I ~ tu. 
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Clinto!l to preserve Hanford Reach 
by Ke"'in Galvin 
Seattlt- Times Washington bureau 

WASHINGTON· 
President Clinton today 
will designate 200.000 
acres of Eastern 
Washington sagebrush 
country aroWld the 

Hanford Reach as a
nauonal monument to 
protect the last 
free-flowing stretch of 
the Columbia River from 
future development, 
administration officials 
said yesterday. 

News ofthe 
announcement, which 
officials were working to 
finalize before Vice 
President AI Gore visited Torn t t 

TIM ~.mbf.lUnrflDWiputU.the Tri-cities area this lntliatk whftt; tawff. oIHHton1
morning, drew praise 
from environmentalists. 

~ 

But Eastern Washington officials condemned the move as 
a federal land-grab that runs counter to local public 
opinion. 

There "'" 200,000 people in Grant, Adams and Benton . 
counties. "most ofwhom are opposed to this designation," 
said Grant County Commissioner Deborah Kay Moore. 

The 51-mile stretch of the Columbia around Hanford was 
never dammed because it runs alongside the Hanford 
nuclear reservation. which was a top·secret federal facility 
until recent ye.,.. As the last undammed portion of the 
Columbia above Bonneville Dam, it supports a healthy run 
of wild chinook salmon that, in IIl!'O. sustains tribal. 
commercial and sport fishing. 

Fisheries authorities consider the reach to be a biological 
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: model that CQuid be critical to restoring the salmon runs up 
! and down the river. An<;ient Native~American cultural and 
r religious sites also are found along the stretch of river. 

I
"This win be '3 tremendous action that saves a regionally 
and nationally significant rreasure," Bill A ..l1.hur. the Sierra 
Club's director in the Northwest, said of the monwnent 

i designation. "It aJlows for protection of a bigger part of 
i this incredible landscape' that you could not have achieved 
iotherwise." 

I	
The Hanford Reach national monwnent will be double the 
size of the Mount St. Helens National Volcanic 

: Monwnent. at 110.000 acres, and almost as big as Mount 
; Rainier National Park at 235,000 acres. 
I 
Officially. White House and Gore·campaign spokesmen 

would say only that the vice president plans an 

"environmental event" when he ventures out to Eastern 

Washington. 


But administration officials speaking only on condition of 

anonymity told The Seattle Times that Gore, the 

Democrats' likely presidential nominee. would hlghlight 

the decision when he visits the Washington State 

University campus in Richland and cruises the river by 

bo~t with Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wasb. 


Gore also was expected 10 toul the creation of the 

Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument aroWld Soda 

Mountain in Oregon. 


Murray, whose father grew up in the TriwCities and who 

vacationed in the environs of the river as a young girl. has 

made proteCtion of the Hanford Reach a top priority. She 

said sbe hoped the president'S deSignation would preserve 

both the area's wildlife and its history. 


"Wben they make the announcement," MUl11IY said 

yesterday, "it will really cbange the Northwest view, the 

nation's view of this beautiful area, and it Win make it a 

destination. 


"[t's been a lot ofwork by • lot ofpeople and it truly. to 
me. is a historic moment," she said. 

Local officials. however, see the designation as a political 

power play by the Clinton White House. By approving the 

Hanford Reach as a national monument, the president does 

not need to rely on support from a Republican Congress. 


"We hnve been advocating shared management· state, 

local; tribal and federal," said Benton County 

Commissioner Max: Benitz. "Now local citizens are being 

excluded from the process. I call that dictatorship." 


Benitz Said he and others hnve been denied a cbance to 
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1 meet with Gore during his visit today. 

County officials support preservation of the river and of 

the spectacular white bluffs that Hne much of the north 


i shore. But they argue that some level of irrigated farming 

. should be allowed in the arid. sagebrush area across from 


the Hanford nuclear reservation. . . . 

local and federal officials and dtizens have negotiated for 
: several years. trying to find a compromise on how to 
: protect the area and who should control it. But Mwuy 
asked the administration to step in earlier this year when 
talks broke dov.n. 

Yesterday, Sen, Slade Gorton, R·Wash., criticized the 
administration's action. In a conierence call with reptlrters 
organized by the presidential campaign of Texas Gov. 
George W. Bush, Gorton chided Gore and accused him of 
interfering in local affairs. He noted that it was Gore's first 
visit to the eastern part of the state in years, 

CHnton's monument designation for Hanford is likely to 
become a flashpoint in this years electlons. 

In his re~eiection campaign, Gorton has sought to 
strengthen his backing in Eastern WashingtOn by arguing 
that proposals to breach dams on the Lower Snake River 
and preserve the Reach are proof of the federal 
government's top.o<lown intrusion in local affairs. And 
many residents have long complained that the federal 
government already controls too much land in that part of 
the state. 

"The only justification for unilateral action would be an 
immediate throat to the Reach," Gorton said, noting thet 
the Department of Energy still controls the area and thet 
development is not an immediate concern. "The only 
emergency is that the president is going to be out of office, 
soon." 

Clinton bas used the Antiquities Act of 1906 to protect 
more land in the continental United Slates than any other 
president except Thandore Roosevelt. This year alone, he 
has set aside 3 miHion acres through the expansion or 
creation of national monwnents, including the Grand 
Canyon and the Sequoias in California. 

"The president has done this as a last resort when Congress 
has failed to act to protect pristine national resotuces," said 
one administration official who confirmed the decision,_ 

Clinton baM't signed the Hanford declaration before he 
departed on a 36-hour trip to Japan and back for the 
funeral of former Prime Minister Obuchi. officials said. He 
was due back in Washington last night and expected to 
give final approval to the Hanford and Soda Mountain 
declarations upon his rerum. L( 
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: lim Watts. a local union official who had been lapped to 
: broker a compromise betv,reen rei-cities community
I leaders. environmentalists and tribal :eaders. applauded 
IClimon's expected move, 
,, 

"The community had their chance. and unfortunatelv they 
: didn't take advantage of it." he said, "It's a unique,' .. 
I extremely unique pie<::e of property. It is the last true wild 
I section where salmon are spawning in successful 
; nwnbers." 
I 

~ Watts also said he hoped the added attention because of 
i the Reach's new Status would focus publlc attentlon on the
Ieffort to ~nance cleanup of the Hanford nuclear site. 
, 
i The toWTi of Hanford was evacuated in World War H to 
; make way for a top.-secret nuclear~research facility. 
; Senator Murray's father was wounded in the war, and he 
: returned to find the to"" !ransfonned, He told her 
Ipreserving the area would be an appropriate gesture of
I thanks to ~e community, . , . 

I[
1 "He said to me that he thought it was really wonderful, that 

was giving back something to a community that had 
given so much," Murray said. 

But Moore, the Grant County commissioner, offered a 
different perspective on that history. When the government 
took over the land in 1943. it paid "literally pennies" to the 
landowners. but promised it would be returned to farmers 
when it was no longer needed, she said. 

"If you make a promise," she asked, "shouldn't you follow 
through?" 

Times staffreporler Ross Anderson contributed /0 this 
report. 

Kevin Galvin's phone message number is 206-164-2772. 
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Clinton to announce monument for Hanford Reach 

Gore tours area today; 3 others will be designated 

FndBY, June 9, ,()(){) 

BY JOEL CONNELLY iii and CHARLES POPE 
SEAnu, POST-INTELLIGENCER REPORTERS 

As Vice President AI Gore tours the Hanford Reach this morning. 
President Clinton will designate a national monument along the 51 ~mile 
undammed stretch of Columbia River in Eastern Washington. sources in 
Washington, D,C" confirmed last night 

The president will use his ex'ecutive authority to create a 200.000~acre 
Hanford Reach National Monument. along with a Cascade~Siskiyou 
National Monument in the Soda Mountain area of south-central Oregon. 

Clinton is expected 10 establish a Cany~n of the Ancients National 
Monument in Colorado. protecting America's highest known density of 

. archeologicaJ sites. and an Ironwood Forest National Monwnent in 
uplands of Arizona's Sonoran Desen. 

Gore is scheduled to OIke a boat trip on the Hanford Reach and later 
deliver a speech on environmental preservation at the Tri~Cities campus 
ofWasnington State University, 

The ClintOn adinlnisuation has moved. in less than three weeks to resolve 
,-------, a two-decade controverSY over the free~flo\\'ing river. its dramatic bluffs:. 

and wild shrub and grassland habitat flanking what was on. of America'. 
VC Nc'te'bnc,o~[ i great nudear weapons manufacturing plants, 

The Hanford Reach is the spawning ground of the lasl great wild salmon 
runs of the Co)wnbi3 River. It is the only non..reservoirized stretch of 
river remaining between Bonneville Dam, east of Portland, and the 
Canadian border, 

Sen. Party Murray, D·Wash" long an advocate ofprotecting the reach 
and adjoining wildlands on the 560-square-mile Hanford !'Iucleat 
Reservation. would not confinn Clinton's pending action. 

"I will say this: W. will see from the secretary of the interior and the 
Clinton administration a commitment to making sure local people have a 

,say in writing the management plan for the reach," Mum.y said. 

Republican Sen. Slade Gorton yesterday tried to upstage Gore by 
predicting that the vice president would announce the national monument '23 

•" 
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predictmg that the VIce president would announCe to\! n:l;10:131 rr:o;,\ume:H 
during his three-dty swing through the' state today. 

Gorton spoke to regional reporters in a telephone briefing set up by the 
campaign of Republican presidential candidate George W. Bush. He 
argued that me reach is not threatened. and that the adminlstration's only 
urgency is that Clinton is about to leave office. 

"This administration is doing things to people rather than with people .. , 
. Instead of working with the local people, the administration says. 'We , 
don t care what you want. we're going to do it.'" Gorton said in a separate 
interview. 

The designation "is designed more to get the approval of The New York 
Times than anybody else," Gorton added, .
Clinton has used the 1906 Antiquities Act to designate a series of 
national monuments in the American West. The law was first used by 
President Theodore Roosevelt early in the 20th century to protect s.uch 
places as the Grand Canyon and the heart of Washing' on', Olympic 
MOW1talns, Both areas are now national parks, 

Ear!ier this year, Clinton moved to protect wiid tanyonlands of the 
Arizona Strip. north of the Grand Canyon, and giant Sequoia trees in 
California. 

The Hanford Reach has remained natural largely because, in 1942. the 
gre., bend of the Columbia River north of Richland was taken over by 
the Manhattan Project to make plutonium for nuclear weapons. 

Eight shut-do"" nuclear reactors sit along the south and west banks of 
the river. a legacy ofHanford's four decades in bomb making. 

The wilder north and east sides ofthe Columbia River are marked by the 
White Bluffs of Hanford, The undammed river is a major bird habitat. 
home '0 a big fall chinook salmon run. and contaim important Indian 
archeological sites. 

The Hanford Reach. and the Wahluke Slope just to the north. have seen a 
~ccession ofdevelopment proposals in the last quarter-century. 

The Army Corps of Engineers campaigned in the 1970, to dam the river 
for reservoirs. In the I980s. the Corps proposed to dredge a navigation 
channel down the middt~ of the river to make Wenatchee a barge port. 

Local officials in Grant County have long .upported some amount of 
agricultural development on the Wahluke Slope. a chunk of the Hanford 
reservation now managed as a national wildlife refuge. . . 
The Interior Depanment began to examine preservation of the reach in 
1979, even as the Corps continued to lobby for damming and dredging. 
The campaign for its preservation began in earnest in 1995 when Murray 
projl<lsed legislation to give the area federal protection under the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act. 

As ne toured the river last month. U.S. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt. 
himself a geologist, voiced alarm at ero.ion of the White Bluff. by 
existing irrigation in areas adjoining the Hanford reservation, 

II,..,
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Gore will tide the Hanford Reach today with Richard Steele. a Hanford 
tech:lician who has spent near:}' -40 years fighting effons to dam and 
dredge the river. and irrigate adjoining lands" 

Steele has cited the example of a wide. gravel~covered bar in the river 
where he fished in the early 19705 that is now covered with silt up to 
three feet deep. "How is that good for salmon?"" he asked. 

In a lener to Ctinton on Tuesday, five Democratic House members from 
Washington argued for immediate designation of a national monWTIent 
They cited the Hanford Reach as critical habitat (0 the "only harvesrable 
runs of chinook salmon in the Colwnbi2 Basin," 

"We believe that Senator Murray has exhausted all reasonable 
alternatives in her efforts to negotiate a compromise with those who are 
unwilling to take the necessary steps to protect this vital resource," they 
wrote. 

"Unfortunately this Congress, like the Congresses before it, has again 
failed to act," they added. 

Upon leam1ng that monument designation was imminent. however, GOP 
Rep, Doc Hastings, whose district includes the reach. described it as "an 
insult to this commuru!y which has worked too hard fo~ teo long on a 
balanced solution to have the decision unilaterally taken out ofour 
hands." 

Murray argued that nationa1 monument designation -will transform the 
image of Hanford. long associated with bomb making and the nation's 
largest volume ofhigh~level radioactive waste. 

"It will he an amazing transition," Murray said. "People will see the 
Tri·Cities. as ( did growing up, as a wonderful place to live. surrounded 
by natural beauty, and a historic place that helped win World War II. 
Families .. ' will see the opportunity to visit a new national monument." 

Gore is making his 15th visit to the state since the 1996 e1ection. but only 
his first venture into Eastern Washington. 

After his river tour and speech in Richland) Gore will fly to Seattle for a 
Democratic National Committee fund~raising luncheon at the Columbia 
Tower Club. and a speech to the U,S, Conference of Mayors meeting in 
Seanl•. 

Gore will then fly to Spokane for a speech to a dinner preceding the 
Democratic State Convention, After a 14~hour day ofappearances. he 
will fly back to Washington, D.C. 

p./ reporler Joel Connelly can be reached at 206·448·8160 or 
jQe{connelly@sealfle~pi!fom 

p./ reponer Charles Pope can be reached 01 102·943·9229 or 
, charliewme@)sf!attle~Dj, com 

6i910G 8:03 A~:; of 4 



Page! of: 

Babbitt backs Pinal's desert conservation plan 
Source: AP· AP Wire Service 
lun 03 03:04 

TUCSON, Ariz, (1\1') _ Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt has backed Pinal County', budding effort to 
folJow Pima County in creating a desert conservation plan. 

Babbitt on Friday acknowledged he was "'Tong in April when he waved off the ide. of putting Pinal 
County land inside hi. proposed Ironwood ForeS! National Monument 

He recommended Wednesday that President Clinton create a 200,OOO"acre monument that includes 

two mountain ranges and an archaeological district within Pinal County" That proposal has drawn 

support from Pinal County officials, who also have asked Babbitt to tind funding for a separate 
conservation pian. 

Babbitt said h. was visiting Pinal County because he was "behind the curve" on the county's issues, 
., I've been away too long." the fanner Arizona governor said. 

Babbitt and nearly two dozen federal and Pinal and Pima County officials and e..ironmentalists 
climbed the steep ironwood and saguaro-dotted Huerfano volcanic rocK fO"""tion, about three mile. 
nonhwest of the Tortolita Mountains. 

They stood and gazed at undeveloped desert within Pinal _ land tbat "retches mile after mile toward 
the T ortolitas, the Santa Catalinas, the Silver Bell Mountains 

This followed. drive on dirt roads Ihrougb saguaros, ironwood, mesquite and palo verde trees, and 
other desert vegetation arnongjust a handful ofhon,.,,, 

"[I'. something to stand on thclandscape liketbis, I'l"K at four horizons and see open space and 
beauty," Babbitt said as he stood on a butte just north of the Tortolitas, 

Pinal County is attractive to the endangered cactus ferruginous pygmy ow~ federal officials say. Much 
oflhc land north of the T ortolilas has a federal designation as critical habitat for the tiny bird, 

This year, state and federal surveyors have found two adult pygmy owls in Pinal, wilh • monlh of 
surveying left Last year, the surveyors found six adult owls, including two nests where parents raised 
and fledged three young birds, 

Babbitt said he lhinks Ihere is • good cbanee tbat Pinal will get federal money to prepare a 
conservation plan, just as Pima County got S 1 million last year for its Sonoran Desert Conservation 
Plan, H. praised county officials for" starting to see the future hefore it runs ovor you," 

Hesaid the county's work on the plan will tal<etwo 10 three years, and .dvised county officials" not , 
to short-circuit the process," After two years, Pima County socn will r.l.... the first draft of a 
conservation plan encompassing 400.00~ acres. 

Only a month ago, however, Babbilt seemed • lot less mendly loward preservation in Pinal County, 

http://newsfinderarinet,comlfpwebllp,dIllSstargenerallhtmlx_dv,hlmlJbyx,, JhST.Ehls Ywcxn6. 614100 

/0 

http://newsfinderarinet,comlfpwebllp,dIllSstargenerallhtmlx_dv,hlmlJbyx


Page 2: of2 

He had told the .A.rizona Daily Star editorial board that It rrught be hard to win support for a 
monument in Pinal County because of its long~held reputation as a conservative, pro-growth bastion. 

AP-WS-06-03-OO 0404EDT 
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COW1ty OKs monument resolution 
Source: AP .. AP Wire Service 
jun 0302:55 

COCHITI PUEBLO, N.M. (AP) _ The Sandoval County Commission is asking 'he federal 
government to designate the Tent Rocks area near here as a national monument. 

A resolution. approved Thursday by the commission. urges lntenor Secretary Bruce Babbitt and 
President Clinton to make the designation. 

County officials said making the area a national monument would help preserve and protect the area's 
fragile natural resources . 

.. This is exciting for the county." said Commissioner Mary Humphrey before the commission 
unanimously approved the resolutioR 

After the approval, County Manager Debbie Hays said she will be sendjng letters to Bernalillo and 
Santa Fe county commissions asking for their support oftbe designation. 

The Tent Rocks, cone-shaped fonnations of pumice and ruffcarved by wind and water over millions 
ofyears, are on 5,400 acres ofpublic land in the foothills of the lemez Mountains between the pueblo 
and private land. . 

The area is mMllged by the U.S. Bureau ofLand Management, but to reach it visitors must travel 
roads belongins to the pueblo. 

The resolution says that while the Tent Rocks area i. under the "capable direction and stewardship of 
the BLM, an increased financial and supervisory commitment is needed to assist the BLM in defending 
the fragile nature of the archaeological resources." 

Cochiti Pueblo land supervisor Donald Suina said the partnerShip with the BLM has been a good one 
for the pueblo. Cochiti considers parts of the Tent Rocks area to be a sacred site. 

Steve Anderson. BL.'-i assistant field manager, said a decision about designating 'he site could be 
. made quickly, probably by September . 

.. This is • special place, and without national designation it will not get much allention." Anderson 

said. 


AP-WS-06-03-oo 03S4EDT 

Received Id APi001SSIEEA89B8 On Jun 03200008:13 

11.. 

hllp:!{newsnnder.annet.cornltj>webltj>. dlV$stargenerallhtrnlx_dv.htrnI)hy...I7SfABeMASt8j5R2 614100 



Governors Want Next President To 
Reorganize Resource Agencies 

BV CHRISTOPHER 
SMITH 
THE SAl.T ~Ke: 
TRIBUNE 

BOISE -, West.rn governors on both sides ofth. 
politicai fence say the country's next president should 
seriously consider combining federal natural resource 
agencies under one roof. . 

Such a consolidation. debated here Thursday during 
an annual Western lands policy sjmposiunt. would put 
the Forest Service ~~ now an agency of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture ~~ into the Department of 
the Interior. which harbors the National Park Service, 
Bureau of Land Management and Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

It aLso WQuld prune agencies' with similar missions 
of managing natural resources from other bureaucratic 
branches and incorporate them into an entity that could 
speak. with a singular voice on issues fating the West. 

"It's. mystery to me why the National Marine 
Fisheries Service is in the Department of Commerce," 
said Montana Gov. Marc Racicot. whose close 
friendship with Republican p",sidential candidate 
George W. Bush has fueled rumors he could be . 
appointed Interior se<!retar'y in a Bush administration. 
"It's an absolute mess right now, and I totally and 
wholeheartedly agree that we should look at 
consolidating these agencies," 

_Added another two-term Western governor, 
Democrat John Kitzhaber of Oregon: "There's a lack 
of logic in putting two agencies that manage timber 
the Forest Service and the BlM - in two separate 
agencies. For states, it is impossible to determine what 
the federal position is." 

In a sometimes freewheeling exchange that could 
have been billed "Governors Unplugged," two current 
and three former Western state CEOs pon~ered 
suggestions on how the next presidential 
administration should approach issues ranging from 
grizzly bear reintroduction to nuclear waste storage, 
.The daylong discussion, puncruated by questions and 

FrldllY, JUAf! 2, 
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COIT".rne:HS from :l. cress section of ranche:s. 
conser,:;nionists. 10'lllCrs, counrv corrtmissioners and 
federal agency err.pioyees, will be distilled into a 
policy paper to be delivered to the \V'hlte House in 
January. 

"I will 5e: that it is, in fact. given to L.'1e next 
p:-e:sident of the United States," said Cedi Andrus. the 
former four-term Democratic governor of Idaho and 
former secretary of the Interior who hosts the 
symposium, "Whether he chooses to deal 'hith it. I 
don't know," 

The saddle~worn Western frusttation of being 
subjected to the dktates. of an absentee landlord 
peppered much of the commentary from the 
gubematorial galiery. 

"Obviousl;' they will listen." said Norm Bangerter, 
Republican governor of Utah from 1985 to 1993, when 
asked whethl!r the next administration would pay 
attention to Western concerns. "But the question is, 
will they hear." 

Lacking the sheer numbers of inhabitants ~at 
translate into nationai political clout. governors past 
and present say bett~ lines of communication must be 
forged between states and federal agencies to avoid 
unilateral pronouncements ~. such as President 
ClinlOn's sudden creation of the Grand 
Smircase·Es<:alanle National Mom" ....' in Utah by 
presidential fiat. 

Kitzhaber and Racicot said they have been working 
with Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt to legislatively 
protect areas !.lnd~r consideration by the Clinton 
administration for national monuments, to avoid a 
repeat of the Utah designation process, 

"I don't believe consideration ofa plate for national 
monument status is necessariiy a bad thing." said 
Kitzhaber, who added he is clo•• to reaching an 
agreement with the Interior Department to proteet 
Oregon's Steens Mountain area as a national 
monument, 

"Our great hope is that we can accompiish 
protection from the bottom up instead of a top~down 
process," said RaCicot' of Montana. where the Missouri 
River breaks are slated for protection in the waning 
day. of the Clinton presidency. 

"At the end of the day, however. if we don't have 
something, he may be forced to ae' unilaterally." 

The conference was rife with specutation on who 
might sucteed Babbitt as Interior,secretary in the new 
administration, Racicordownplayed any speculation 
he wouJd join Busn's cabinet. and when pressed on 

2aD 
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\\.'ho mlgh: ;l~J.d l::t~,:or W1der a Bush presidency. he 

ar.swered. '"\1ike Li2ovin." 


Utah s Re;HJblic;:u: go\'emor did not attend the 

s}mposium. 


Kitzhaber quipped :hat his failure to endorse Gore 

probably eliminated his chances of getting the Cabinet 

post under a Democratic admmistration. and when 

pressed for Gore's likely interior choice he prorr.pted a 

collective gasp whel~ he answered. "Bruce Babbitt. 'I 


Fonner !dilho Republican Gov, Phil Batt said 

building trust bet\.vee:1 WeStern states and Uncle Sam 

would take time, given past federal edicts ~at seemed 

to ignore Wes~erners' concerns, 


"I'm not sure they did a good thing when they 

brought the \'~olves back to Idaho and let them eat aU 

our elk," Batt said. 


While prelching conciliation toward. the feds. 

two~time former Nevada Gov. Mike O'CaiJaghan 

recalled the federa: injustice to the interior West of the 

1950s ar.d [960s, when Nevada's desert was used by 

the Atomic Energy Commission as a nuclear bombing 

range. 


"We would get up early and watch the explosions so 
bright you ':ould see them in Denver." said 

, O'Callaghan,. Demacrat. 
liThe government told us we were being patriotic 

and everything was OK," ' 
Inte~ected Bangener: "And all that radioactive 

fallout was coming down in southern Utah," 
"Yau go to the St. George graveyard and look at the 


names of all the families," continued O'Canaghan. 

mentioning the lat'e Utah Gov, Scott Matheson as a 

pot.ential victim of downwind fallout. 


"And the graveyards down there show us everything 

was not OK," 
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Babbitt seeks monmnent status 

for Colmnbia's Hanford Reach 

By Les Blumerrthal 

$cl1pps·McClatcny We.uem ServIce 


WASHINGTON - Interior Secre
tary Bruce Babbitt recommended 
Wednesday that ,he Hanford Reach 
~ the last free..fiowing stretch of the 
Colwnbia River in the United. Stares 
- be designated a national monu

'ment . 
The WlUte House was expected to 

give quick approval. . 
The designation would include alA 

most half of the Hanford nuclear 
reservation, whjch the Interior De-
partment described as the largest 
remnant of the ~shrub-steppe ecasys
tem~ that once covered much of the 
Columbia River Basin. 

But longtime Republican oppo
nents of federal designation were 
livid. 

~In one feU swoop, this administra
tion is destroying years at negotia
tions. shutting out the concerns of to
cill people and blowing any chance of 
protecting the Reach to a manner that 
accommodates the needs of all par· 
ties," Sen. Slade GOrton of Washing
tim said In a statement. 

The Hanford Reach was one offolD' 
. areas Babbitt ~ded be estab-

Babbitt asks 
for four more 
monuments 
in the West 
.y .Iahn Hugh.., 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WASHL"lGTON _lnteriorSec
reury Bruce Babbitt on WednesdaY 
askcd pretident Clinton to declan: 
four new national a10numeUU. in
cludi.al OIlC at the Hanford nucleu 
rescrvationin Washington state that 
would prot~t 200,000~. 

The other three would protect 
nearly 351.000 ~sof(ede.... ll.... A 

lished as national monuments under 
the Antiquities Aa of 1906. His d~
sian came little more than two weeks 
after the interior secretary floated the 
5t-mile stretch of river. 

~These are pricele$s natural land
scapes that have somehow rem:ained 
almost untooched by exploitation, de
velopment and urban sprawt. • Babbitt 
said in a statemem. 

~Protection 'of severa.! of these ar· 
eas. in one fonn or another. has been 
discussed for years. but no action has 
been taken,· Babbitt said. ~We may 
not have another chance belon! they 
are lost ...• . 

The dl!jignation of the Reach has 
been on a fast track. and Sen. Patty 
MulT8.Y, O·Wash. - who has been 
fighting tor federal protection of the 
Reach tor more than seven years
said she expected President Clinton to 
ad quickly co the reoommmdation. 

Praising the announcement from 
Portugal. where he was meeting with 
European Union Mhtisters. Pre<ident 
Clintoo said each of the atea5 ~ 
mended by Babbi:tt repments -an ex· 
ceptional. irreplaeeable pleoe of 
America's natural and cultural ber· 
itage." 
. The other sites Babbitt proposed tor 

. ..__ -..... 
inOre.on.Colon.do and Arizona. If 
Clinton approves the request, as ~x
peeted, he will have wed the Allt19,
uities Act to protect nearly 3.7 mil
lion a.crcs _ the second mOlt by a 
U.S. presidcnL

"Thc!C are priceless nuun11~d
'C1I.Pdthatbaveso[Debow~~ed
almost untouched by e:qdoltaQODJ 
development aDd urbll.l1 sprawl. 
Babbitt said in a statement.: 

Clinton wd be will caretully con
siciertbe requests, "Each. oftbe areas 
recommended today repr~ou an 
exceptional. irreplaceable Plec~ of 
America', oarunl and cultur:!.l ber
it.ase .. be said in a SUtcment. 

Bu't some western lawmaker1 
were upset. u.yingClinton should ao 
tbrou&l1 Coag:rnt ifb,e wants to pro
tcct land. . 

designation were the Ironwood Forest 
in Arizona, the Cascade·Sisklyou 
Mountains along the Oregon and Cal
ifornia border and the Canyons of the 
Ancient:!! in southwest Colorado. 

It the Hanford Reach were desig. 
nated. it would be only the second in 

. WashirtgtOD state. 
In 1909, President Theodore Roo

sevelt created the Mount Olympus 
National Monument, one of the first in 

. the nation. 
It was eventually folded into the 

Olympic National Park. 

'"This is not wbat the AJ1tiquities 
Aa was intended for," said Rep. Jim 
Kolbe, R·A!U....lt was not designed 
for tbe creation of another YeDow
stone," 

Aha WednClsday, Repablican 
presidential candidate George W, 
Bush criticized the Clinton admiu
istration for dcsiplatinl sUte land 
for national mOIlOC1cntl without 
dose I;Onsult.uioo with state offi
cial>. 

"Whenitcomcs to Wc:stcro. rtatd, 
the president ou;bt to be coc.sultin, 
with memhcz::s of the l;Oocression&l 
and S4:natorb.l delelatioa.s from a 
state like Arizona before the prcsi
de:nt moves unilaterally to remove 
V1st tracts o( land, - Bush uid dur· 
ing his ent tn{l to Arizona iinee he 
forced ~. 10hn McCain, R·Ariz., 
out of the presidential race. 
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New national monument closer 
to reality 

8Y' ~.:;ki!lSH1!!in 
a.Wet POA; wuningfOt'i 8uteau 

'una 1, 2000· WASHINGTON· 
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt 
recommended Wednesday that 
President Clinton designate 164,000 
acres In Colorado's Four Corn~rs 
region as a national monument, giving 
additional protection to desert canyons 
and mesas that are rich in ancient 
!miian artifacts. 

. : That means that a Canvons of the 
Ancients NatlonlJl Monument 1$ OfH! 
government formality from becoming 
.....lIty. 

Such designation would likely end 
mining on the federal property. and 
IIkelv lure more tourIsts, But Babbitt is 
recommending that Oil, gas and 
carbon dioxide drllllng be !lIowed to 

'continue on the land now called the 

The proposal makes good on Babbitt's pt'Qmise to use e:x:ec:utive 
power to protect the land if Coloradol

, congressional delegation 
-dIdn't negotiate Its own plan. 

He also recommended that thtee' other sites be designated as 
monuments ... Ironwood Forest near Tucson; CasCZlde-S1Sk:iyou in 
Oregon near the- California border; ana 200 t OOO acres in,ide 
Wasningcon state's Hanford nuclear Site. 

Sen. Ben Nighthorse' Campbell, RCala" h8d introduced a plan to 
protect th_ McElmo Dome site as a national conservation area, but 
dropped It less than twO months later. blaming "total absence of 
toeaf consensus." Campbell critldzed the administration Wednesday 
ror mOVing ahead. 

Campbell "opposes any land change that doesn't have local 
consensus, espec;iaUy the.5fl "Ivory tower' executive declarations/, 
said his spokesman, Chris Chaogery. "He preferred to Withdraw 
and see if down the road we -could ruc:h consensus without forcing 
it on the resldcnts of that part of Color"ado." Monte:zuma Couoty 
Commissioner Kelly Wilson said he doesn't see much difference 
between the Campbell itnd Bebbitt proposalS. 

McElmo Dome. 
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"We'(l just have to think pcsltlve and work throu9h tt," said Wilson, 
a Democrat. "We. knew it was coming." Wilso~ was gratifled that 
drilling wHl continue, since it generates about $2 million a year in 
tllXe$ ~f" the county, or about 30 p~rCtnt c:f the ,"cunt'", budget. 

The Southwest Colorado Land Owners o\ssociation has threatened 
to sur: jf the ~dmlnistratiOn estabUshes the monument. The group 
could not be reached for comment Wednesday. 

Envjronmenta~ist$ were elated, although they wOuld have preferred 
a ban on new oil and gas drilling. 

"The en .... iros are pleased as punch," said Jeff Widen, associate 
director of the CCHorado En .... ironmental Coalition. 

Widen said he interprets the language of Babbitt's recommendation 
to mf!~n that existing reserves can b«! tapped, but explorator)' 
drilling would be banned. Widen also wants to know more about 
what motorized uses wo1410 be aUow~d. 

"e'llerytf'ltng we're hearing from Interior is that we're likely to be 
happy with chat," Widen said. 

The site. is estlmated to contain more than 20,000 archaeological 
sites ;0 the highest known density in tne nation, according to the 
Interior Department. 

The area was occupied by the Ancestral Northern Pueblo Ptople; 
formerly ailed the Anasa%i, between A,D. 4SQ and 1300. The 
resources that remain include vmages, great klvas, petroglyphs 
and sweat lodges, 

Making It a national monumel't pro baDly wot.lld not make a 
dramatic difference immediately. But It could Increase tourism, end 
It highlights the lana 1$ special, 

"It draws II: rino around it and 'ays. "ThIs is a unique tafldscape: ~ 
said Interior spokesman MIke Gauldin. 

coprrtabt 1000 The Denva PolK. AU rillnu ruerved. 

This maretlalmay !'lOt M p!4bUStled, IIWOoUCIIst. rewriMn or rcdltctrlbl.lted. 
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Filed at 5:00 •• m. EDT 

By The MJGc:illted Prw 

WASHINGTON (AP) " Interior Secretary Bruce 

Babbitt wants President Clinton to declare four 

new national monuments protecting more than 

500,000 acre, of federal land in Washinglon 

state, Oregon, Colorado and Arizona. 


If Clinton approve, the request as expected h. 

will have used the Antiquities Act to protect 

nearly 3.7 miUion acres .. the second most by. 

U.S. presidenl. . 

"These .... priceless natural landscapes that have 

somehow remained almost untouched by 

exploitation, development and urban sprawl." 

Babbitt said Wednesday in a statement . 


. "Eaohofthe areas recommended today 

represents an exceptional, irreplaceable piece of 


. America', natural and cultural heritage," Clinton 

responded, also in a written statement. 


"This is not what the Antiquities Act was 

intended for," complained Rep. Jim Kolbe, R· 

Ariz. "ft was not designed for the creation o"f 

another Yellowstone," 


Also Wednesday, Republican presidential 

",Uldidate George W. Bush criticized the Clinton 


6/112000hrtp:/lwww.nytimc•. oomiaponlinelw/AP.Clinton.Monuments.html 
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Clinton Asked To Name 

Momuments 




Clinton :\sked To ~ame ~tomur.\enu; 

administration for designating state land for 

national monuments without dose consultation 

with state officiaJs. 


The largest of the shes in Babbitt's latest 

recommendation -- The Hanford Reach National 

Monument in Washington -- would protect 

200,000 acres along 51 miles of the Columbia 

River that is one afthe largest. undisturbed river 

stretches in the United States and a critical 

spawning gmund for salmon. 


The other three monuments requested by Babbitt: 

~.Canyons of the Ancients National Monwnent. 

164,000 acres of Bureau of land Management 

land in Colorado that contains more than 20,000 

archaeological sites -- the highes! known density 

of such sites' in the nation. The site's remoteness 

has helped protect i~ but gmwing population and 

tourism requires more protection. Interior 

officials said. 


--[ronwood Forest National Monument in 

Arizona, 134,750 ""res of BLM land, include. 

stands of ironwood trees that can H ve more than 

800 yean, along with blue palo verde and sailuaro 

blanket stands. The area needs protection because 

of urban expansion in the southern part of the 

state, officials said . 


..Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument in 
Oregon, 52,000 acn:. ofBLM land, including 
Soda Mountain, is one of the most biologically 
diverse areas in Nonh America. borne to 100 
speci•• of butterflies, eight species of bata and 
old gmwtb habitat important ror the threatened 
northern spotted ow!. 

·Th. 1906 Antiquities Act allow. presidents -

without congressional approval .. to safeguard 

objects ofhistoric and scientific interesl 

Pn:.ideol Theodore Roosevelt used the law to set 

aside the Grand Canyon in 1908 and Pre.ident 

Carter used it to create large seetions of Alaska 

wilderness in the 19705, 


lfhe approves Babbitt's request, Clinton will 

have used the Act to decl"'" or expand 10 
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monuments during rus presidency. Only Carter 
has used the Act to protect more acreage, as he 
set aside 50 million acres in Alaska alone. 

OD the Net: Inte-rior Department: 
http://www.doi.gov/doipresvproposedmoDuments.btml 

Ask questions about National N.;w~, lntematioo!1 News 

and more in Abuzz. frOO! The New York Times. Get \_J,.... , ' 

answers and tell other readers wbat you know. ~OJVZZ' , 
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NW areas on monument list 

Thursday, June 1 , 2,,000=_,,---::-,-..,..-_-:-:::-___ 
By Michelle Cole and Jonathan Brinckman a/The 
Oregonian starr 

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt recommended 
Wednesday that 52.000 acres su/TOunding SOda 
Mountain in Southern Oregon and 200,000 acres along 
the Hanford Read\ 00 tna Columbia River in Southeast 
Wasnington be protected as national monuments. 

Babbitt sent the EnvlroNewsrecommendations to President 
M .~d~ IIton.t.Clinton, alOw;;J with proposalS (..... to~ 

for national monuments in ~, I'VIOIf'\O IrQm ~ 
~ land IwWti ID;oingArizooa and ColOradO that 
~10\IItlM~ Indwould prntecl almost 300.000 .........
~, 

acres. 

'"These: are priceless naiurallandscapes U'Iat !lave 
somehow remained almost untouctted by &xpfoitaUon. 
development and urt:lan sprawl," Babbitt said. 

TIle proled:ions the monument status would provide the 
four 3t'eU would be specified when"the president 
deSignates them through his authority under tile 1gOO 
AntiquiU•• Act. He IS expe<ted to do that within week.s. 

. 
The four monument recommendations are tl'Ie latest In a 
series 4f sweePIng environmental actions the . 
administration has taken as Clinton nears the end of his 
presidency, The president already has used his executive 
authority to create five new national monuments and to 
expand an existing one. If he accepts Babbitt's 
recommendations, he wm have protected Mearty 3.1 
million acres of public; land. 

-Each of the areas recommended today represents an 
exceptional, irreplaceable pie<:e of America's natural 
cuttural heritage," the pres«1ent said in a news release 
from Lisbon, portugal, where he is meeting with 
European leaders, 

Babbitt (ecommended that the Soda Moumain area now 
manage<! by the U.S. Sure.u 01 Land Management be 
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. 
designated the CaSC<lde-Siskiyou National Monument. 

the prop<)sed monument, 25 miles southeaS1 of MedIoni 
where the-Klamath and Cascade mountains converge. is 
neittler as majestic as the jagged peaks of the Olympics 
nor as breathtaking as neart>y Crater lake. But it is one 
of tM most biologically diverse ,UQas in North AmeriC~L 
home 10 100 spedes of butterflies. eight spedes of bats 
and a nost of rare Plants, 

The Department of U'le InteriOr has called the proPOsed 
monument lands "an ecological wonder: a region whose 
survival -depends upon its continued ecological 
~ntegrity." 

The Soda Mountain Wiktemess CounCil first br01Jght the 
area to Babbitt's attention last spong, 

"We sent information to the Oepanment of Interior 
sayiog, 'Boy, you've got something speoal here, and it 
probably qualifies as a monument,'- said Oave Willis. 
who has spent 17 years seeking to prot&Ct the area from 
grazIng, logging, off-road vehicles and other h1Jman 
encroachment 

A handful of ranchers who have pennits to graze cattle 
on or near SOda Mountain were amono those who fought 
monument designation, Grazing will continue while tne 
Bureau of Land Management completes a study on 
whether grazing is <:ompatible with the eernogical 
diversity of the area. 

Bill Orewien, public lands chairman for the Jackson 
County Stockmen', Association, 541id Wednesday he 
hadn't seen the details of Babbitt's recommendat/Qn but 
considers the development a defeat. "What we're dOillQ 
is lOCking up vast areas of our public lands," he said. 

U.S, Rep, Greg Walden, R-Ore" whose district includes 
the Soda Mountain area, said he didn't think monument 
proteclion was necessary, -I nonestly be1ieve that we can 
do a beUer job by crnl'tlng OregOfl.based SQlutions than 
1hese on~SiXe-ftts..all monuments. We atso manage our 
ISflds better than the government tends to do, as 
witnessed by the New Mexico fires that OtiQinated on a 
natlonal monument" 

The monument designation for the Hanfon:! Reach, the 
longest free-flowing stretch of the COlumbta River above 
Bonneville Dam, caps a bitter 1S-year fiGht 

ConseNationlsts want to protect the 51-mile streteh or 
river, wnlcn bisects tM Hanfon:! Nudear Reservation, 
beca1JS8 tho undammed sedlon of nVef is the spawning 
grounds for 80 percent of the Columbia River's wild fall 
chinook, The run is crucial to the river's remaining sports 
and tribal fisheries. In addition, the arid rolling hills and 
sage steppes surrOtJndlng the reach .are eCOlogically, II.. 
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significant 

Local eleaed officials, indUding county commissioners 
and U.S. Rep. Doc Hastings, R·Wash., have resisted 
efforts to declare the reach a Wild and Scenic River. 
Such a designation WQuid protect tM river and a one. 
Quarter mile zone along each bank. 

~It's not too often in yOUf political career that you can do 
something that \/IIi11 be here long past your lifetime. This 
is an amazino accomplishrrn;,nt,' said U.S. $ett Patty 
Murray, O-Wash., who has sought for seven years to 
protect the reach. • 

A national monument designation would accompUSll 
even more than the wild and scenic river listing. said 
RiCI< Leaumont. conservation committee -chaIrman of the 
Lower Columbia Basin AudubOn Society. ~jl's a wonderful 
day for u$.

Advocates Of salmon recovery called the monument 
designation a model tor ttle kinds of things tMt must be 
done to restore dwindling fish populations In the basin, 

-From the standpoint of protecting salmon, this is one of 
the best things possible,· said Uz Hamilton, eXGClJtive 
dfredor of the Northwest Sportfishing Industry 
A&sociation. "Give fish gOOd habitat and they succeed: 

aut Ha~ings said many people in Ihe reQion WQuld be 
~. -rllis is an absolute insutt to people wI'lo live in 
this part 01 the country," he said. "It is a desperate mOve 
to try and get something done in a way that ignores the 
noonal democtatic process,

Babbitt'S recommendations on Wednesday induded the 
proposed Ironwood Forest NatiOnal Monument on 
1:)4,750 acres 25 miles from Tucson, Aliz.lronwoocl 
trees, which can live for more than sao years. are among 
ttle unusual plants found in 'hat stretcn of the Sonotsn 
Desert. 

Tt'Ie Canyon of the Ancients National Monument. on 
184,000 acres 45 miles west of Ourango. ColO.• was the 
founh on Sebbitt's list Tho Department of the Interior 
said the area contains the highest known density of 
archaeological sites in the nation. 

MichellO Colo can bO 10_at 5I);).2~"'5143 or .-mail, 
michell8col~w$.Ot&gOIlian,com and Jonathan 
Brinckman can bOto_ at 51);).221·8190 or e-mail 
jbrincI<man@news.oregonillll.com 

~I'II: 2000 ~ Uw. All lights r....--:l, ~ 1Nt1Ir1.1 mtY!'IOt be 
publish..:!. ~.t. ~M, fJL ''''~fId. 
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New monument 

closer to reality 

Area rich with ancient Indian artifact~ 
By MIll.. SOllllonan I 
D.,WU' PQ1!WH"'n910ll0tU~'1J (P' J~OD 

WA!HllNGTON - lnlfi:'\",l S~Cf(e· 
lary IkUC!! UahblH Tl!cammended 
Wednuday that President Clinton 
rlcsiRnale HH,ilG;) ,IIcrtJ in Colorado's 
fjlJr Corneu. (t'ginn as it !H'Itiorl,J,1 
monument, al¥ing additional [H'Ol«:
:11.»1 to delett clInyotul illind meus \hit 
are rich in Midtnt Indian u\ifadl. 

'fh,,( m~an~ lhat a Canyons Gl tne 
AncirntJ NaUntud Moollr;1Mt hone 
£ovUMlenL forcu<1lil7 from becom
ing I retllily 

Sli<:n tfuign::tUOfl would likely end 
mininli on 1M kvenl properly, 'lid 
ilk~!y Jyre mot1l: {.ourislt, iJul U",bbHt 
15 r.:(ommemilnc th.t 011, 'IU: anI! 
carboo dioxide IltUlInl b~ ~Ilowed to 
t~ntiuue on tlK! I,nd now c:.UN the 
Mcl~lmo lJome. 

1'ho propo.nl makes good on n.b. 
biLt'$ pt1lmtS\} to use ueevUve p<lwer 
tA PI'OlN:l the land If Cularatlo'~ con· 
gn'lIltloual .w.1ct:aUon Ifilln't n..1l1l:tiAte 
it! Itwn \lfan. 

He also recommtncled that tiltH 
!,liher ,He' be tJ•.,ianatftd ... monij·
rnenlJi .... Ironwood f'gtnt nut tUt:'. 
$00: C.uclde-Suklyou in Orl!gutt nur 
the Cautornia uorder; and lOUOO 
lete, ill~lde Washift(to" ,u-t.', lila· 
fonj nuc!ur S!llt 

S~n, Hen Ni~h:U",rse Campbell, R· 
Clliu_, hild IIlLrtWI1CtHl a plln to pro· 
ted tile McBlmo Dome site IS Ina· 
lIon.1 eoo~rvaUon Irtl, l.Iu~ oroppftd 
HIt~! than tWIl rMl'ltb.I.~r. tdlmlnl 
"total tbSf!nct of loclt eg~," 
Caml'~11 erlUelud the odrninbtn

lion Wcdnesdll)' ror mOiling: 3h~Jld. 
Campbell "OP!,O!U My lalld 

ehb",. that tIlJf1ln'l hIVe toca! C(I(;
S!!I1.'l.US, t~f.!eciJllly tll.u 'ivory lower' 
(''(!!cullve del;lar.tion~," said hb 
~vo1l;rsm,)n. Chris CtUtog.ery. "U. pn· 
rtrretllu wHhdnw .too nc ir down 
the road we eoultl rnch cotUensus 
wIthout (I}fdnl It on th~ tuidenLi of 
thai part of CaIOflitio," 

Monill1umll COllnt)' CammiS!ionC:f 
KellY W11son said he ~n'~ lee much 
difference ~t'lwel:n the Campbell and 
Ih\.luiH propouls. 

"We1l jtl~t ha...~ to think fIO$itive 
lind work tht'ouUh It," said WIlton, • 
Df1nocr;r;~. "We knew ilw.u t:oming." 

Wllwn w.tj iUlifleti ih.tt drillln, 
will rottUnue, ,Ince it ,eneU\fl auo'llt 
n miltinn a )'tOf In l,u:u (or \.he 
roonly, or about II). perctnl of U~ 
county bt«JetL 

The Southwesl o,loudo Land Own
ttl Auodlt[M hQ thrnte!led lo Slle 
it tll~ :uhninutnUan t.l..ulblleJ Ute 
m01'wment Th~ ,raup t:uuld not be 
f1!.~t tor eomrm:nt WedtludJ" 

F.:wlfonmenl-alIJU wert! elated, ai
thotlgh they .-ould hive ptt(erred I 
b.n on nt'" oil and ... drillln.> 
"th enVll'os Ite plu,ed as 

puncll," Illd JeJ! Wfdfa, u,oc!ate 4i· 
~tor oll.he Colorado environment.' 
Co_IIUon. 

Widen Jtltd h. inlerpms the Ian
tu.,. of l:bublLrs rtoCOmmend.Uon 
to metn \hal e:tlltlill ttHr'leJ can bt 
tapped, lIut uploraLory drlll/na 
would be h.tnned, Widen llibo w.ntJ t.o 
'know more .about ",hal mo,wtbed 
UjiU WO\lld b••Uowed. 

Proposed monument 
Int/lliar Se!:rtllllY Bruce Babbill 
rlmQmmDnd~ W~ntsday lhai the 
Ca~'iol" 011", Ancienl! $lla In 
10\.un~~1 Colotado be oesignalad a 
nati<ma! mOl'luneflt 

"Evtfyl.hllli ~'fll: beuing from In- • 
luinr i.lhd we're likety to be hallPY 
with lbIt." Wtdftl uld, 

Tb. ,UII I. utlm.tled to conlaln 
more !.han 10.000 .rc"awloglc.I,llf!S 
- the hillull" known densHy In Ute 
nlltinn, according to the! lnledOf' Dc
partment 

Tho .tea w.. Ottupied by th~ An
c*Slral Northern PlleWo People, for
mtrly called tha o\nuui, b1!:twf:l!n 
ItO, 00 and aoo, Tn. rawrctJ that 
~m.ill,tm::ludt vitl.alQ, Jita~ kivu, 
Jlf!t.rOilypbs and sweat IOdin, 

Maltht. It a naUonal monqm~nt 
probably woutd not make. dramatic 
diffcml(t!" Immflli.ttt!"ly. But It could 
IncruM toorum. lUlU It htlhl!ib~ tilt!" 
f.and .. ,peelal. 

"It draw, II rlnc .round It and '''Yl. 
"Thill! II unique Ilnd«:&p:t: ': uid In
terior lpokesm.n Mike QauldilL 

ILf 
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Babbitt ask.) C:intoo to procect lroo\l,ood (orest 

..... Table Talk 
:;~ . 

~ur.d.y, 1 Jun_ 2000 

Babbitt asks Clinton to protect ironwood 
forest 

By J•• S.lkow,kl 
Ari:ona. Daily Star 

Interior 
, Secretary 
Bruce Babbitt 
asked President 
Clinlon 
yesterday to 
create a 
national 
monument for 
the protection 
of. stand of 
ironwood uees 
in mountainous 
desert 
northwest of 
Tucson. 

The proposed lrQnwood Forest NatIonal Monument would 
encompass the Silver Bell-Ragged Top range and the Waterman
Roskruge mountains we.. ors.guaro National Park-West The land 
is home to the county's thickest population ofironwood trees. which 
provide critical habitat for the endangered pygmy owl and • variety of 
desert sp~ies. 

"The are. that has been designated is definitely worthy of 
preservation. II said Pima County Supervisor Sharon Bronson. whose 
West Side district includes,the proposed monument "It's a national 
treasure, clearly something our children and our children's children 
deserve to be able to see and appreciate." 

l.s 
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BJbbtt asks Clinton to protect ira~wood forest 

Supervisors sought federal protection for the area as part of the 
county's Sonoran Desert ~onservation Plan, which would safeguard 
400,OO? acres of land around the county. 

At the supervisors' request. Babbitt included the ironwood stand 
among four proposed monuments he asked Clinton to create 
yesterday, The others are in southwest Colorado, south-central 
Oregon and in so~theast Washington along the Columbia River. 

"These are priceless narurallandscapes that have somehow remained 
almost untouched by exploitation. development and urban sprawl. 
But we are losing open spaces every day," Babbitt said in a prepared 
statement. 

"Protection of several of these areas, .in one fonn or another, has been 
discussed for years, but no action has been taken," he said. "[ am 
urging the president to protect these unique landscapes now for 
future gen~:rations of Americans." 

Babbitt's announcement says the monument would include 134,750 
acres of federally owned land. 

But a map released by his department shows the proposed monument 
boundaries also include about 60,000 acres owned by the state and 
nearly 7,000 acres of private land. 

The federal government would have to take ownership of that land 
through land swaps, sales or other proceedings before it could be 
declared a federal monument. 

The area, which borders the Tohono O'odham Reservation on the 
west and the Pinal County line on the north, is a remote de:sert forest 
linked to civilization by rutted dirt roads. 

In addition to ironwoods and other natural vegetation.. the proposed 
monument is home to a number of ancient petro glyphs and the 
remains of a Hohokam village. 

While Babbitt could have asked Congress to protect the land, he 
apparently decided it would be faster to simply ask Clinton to do so, 
Bronson said. 

"I thiruc he just wanted relatively fast movement on this," she said, 
'''and the easiest way to achieve that is through presidential action." 

The 1906 Antiquities Act allows president5 - without congressional 
approval - to safeguard objects of historic and scientific interest. It 
is the same law that President Theodore Roosevelt used to set aside 

http://www.azstamet.com/publicldnewsl00060IMONUMENT.htm! 
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the Grand Canyon in 1908 and President Jimmy Carter used on lar~e 
sections of .Alaska wilderness in tne·1970s. 

Clinton has angered some Western lawmakers and local officials by 
invoicing the Antiquities Act on previous occasions to set aside 
millions of acres of land for special protection. 

The AssOCiated Press contributed to this report. 
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rrars;;;o1aP9n Hanford Reach as monument gains ally 

Sabbltt recommendatIon is praised and rebuked 

Thursday, June t, 2000 

By JOEL CONNELLY !iii 
SEATILE POST-INTELLIGENCER NATIONAL CORRESPONDENT 

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt. citing the need to preserve natural 
landscapes of America's West. yesterday recommended creation of a 
200.000-acre Hanford Reach National Monument on the last undammed 
stretch of the Columbia River.

SEARCH ,I 1 

---;:c--;;IB The stret~h of river in Eastern Washington wos one of four national 
Sort, ®"te 0"" I Th hers are '-Ulasazt,-' Ind' . - hC!.'GN "itlo monument proposa s. e ot tan rums lfl sout west 

8oom,!rt d.l1A Colorado. Soda Mountain in south-centml Oregon and a mountainous 
area of Arizona's Sonoran Desert near Tucson. 

Babbitt's recommendation was welcomed by President Clinton and 
applauded by Gov. Gary Locke. 

"Each of the areas recommended to·day r~presents an exceptional. 
irreplaceable piece of America's natural and cultural protection." Ctinton 

, _____, said in a statement. Locke described the reach as "a national treasure. , , . 
'I IL Ie h £n so many ways. it remains a snapshot of an earUer time." 

00 II 0 s 
1vc ~~~e~~ok: Capitol Hill sources predicted last nigh' that Clint~n, using hi. authority 
: , , , under the 1906 Antiquities Act, may act within a month to designate the 
ITS IN THE P;-I '1'0 national monwnent in Eastern Washington. 

, But officials in three Central Washington counties continued to oppose 
federal protection for the 51~mile reach. the only Wldammed stretch of 
the Colulnbia River betvo'een Bonneville Dam and the U,S.~Canada 
border. They are not satisfied with Babbin's promise of an advisory role 
in monwnent management. 

"This is insulting. It's an insult to the pt!opie of Central Washington." 
Rep, Doc Hastlng·s, R~Wash .. sa.id yesterday. Hastings' district includes 
the Hanford Reach. 



Sue Miller. l Franklin Count;.' commissioner. said: "'Nobody is required 
to take our advice, We know best of all what should happen om there. 

"A large numbe: of the people I represent do not feel federal control is in 
the best interests of the Hanford Reach." 

Rick Leaumont of Richland, head of the Lower Columbta Basin 
Audubon Society, rebuked Hastings. "I'm not insulted." Leaumont said, 
"This is a great day for the Tri~Cities . 

. 
"This designation wilt change the image of our comnumlty. The world 
now sees us as a nuclear waste repository. This will show that we live 
amId natural beauty where fish th.';ve, near a great wildlife haven. 

It says all the right things about 

US." 

Democratic lawmakers said that attempts to work OUt a compromise have 
been scuttled by pro-development COWlty commissioners and agricultural 
interests who want to irrigate pan of the federally owned Wahluke Slope 
north of the reach. The reach is the last major salmon spawning habitat 
on the Columbia Rivl,!!'. 

"We tried, we worked and we pleaded," Rep. Nonn Dicks. D·Wash.. said 
yesterday "tfyou're not going to take out the Snake River dams. you 

.need to do something else to protect these fish. The Hanford Reach is an 
absolute priority. We had to take this step. It was very clear that our 
colleagues simply intended to block this." 

But Sen. Slade Gonon. R· Wash.• attacked Babbitt for the speed of his 
recommendation. The Interior secretary toured the Hanford Reacn two 
weeks ago, Gorton argued that Babbitt "was simply paying lip service to 
the surrounding communities." 

The national monument would include the Columbia River. the Wahluke 

Slope and still· wild areas of the 560·square·mile Hanford Nuclear 

Reservation. 


If designated by Clinton, the monument would end 40 years of struggle 
over the reach. 

Officials in Grant and Franklin counties have campaigned for more 
irrigation on the Wahtuke Slope. despite water-caused erosion and 
undermining of the white bluffs that overlook the river . 

. '"The (salmonj spawning area can only be protected if the Wabluke Slope 
is stricdy off-limits to future development, including irrigation." locke 
said yesterday. 

\~ 



.Under the Antiquities Act. a president can desigflate n~tional monuments 
to protect places of historic significance and scientific bterest President 
Theodore .Roosevelt used it to create 18 n~lt;onaJ monUJno;nts. including 
the Grand Canyon. 

Clinton has aggressively used the act. Beginning with the 1996 
designation of the Escalante-Gran~ Staircase ~ational Monwnem in 
Utah's canyonlands. the president has protected landscapes ranging from 
giant . 

sequoia trees in California to 

wHd, flood-sculpted tributaries of 

the Grand Canyon in northern . 

Arizona. 

Last month. Republicans on the House Appropriations Committee 
amended a spending bill to take away presidential authority to designate 
new nationaJ monuments. Clinton has vowed to veto the legislation if it 
reaches his desk. 

The Hanford Reach National Monument would be managed by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. under agreements with the Department of 
Energy, The Energy Department is overseeing cleanup of nuclear waste 
at Hanford. . . 

Babbitt's monument proposal pUIS Sen. Patty Murray, D'Wash., on the 
brink of a major poUtical triumph. A few years ago, Murray rafted the 
reach with a Hanford nuclear worker named Richard Steele. who has 
worked 40 years to preserve the river. She ~en introduced legislation that 
would protect it under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 

"This place is history for a number of reasons," Murray said yesterday. 
"My dad grew up in the Tri~Cities. He told me before his death that we 
should give something back to a region that has given us so much, By 
doing this. we protect salmon. cultural artifacts, and the native plants and 
animals that came before us," 

But Hastings delivered a scathing. unusually personal rebuke of a fenow 
member of Congress. "Either Senator Murray doesn't know what the 
residents of Central Washington want, or she doesn't care," he said. 

Gorton said yesterday that the Hanford ~each "is under no immediate 
threat" from development and accused the Clinton administration of 
"destroying years of negotiatIons." 

But Steele argued that prOtection can't wait. He said irrigation water has 
already done great damage to the reach and its prized salmon spa';l1ing 



beds. 

'There's an 'area I fished 30 years ago. standing on a cobblestone beach 
up to i00 yards wide," he said. "\\Then! rerumed last Thanksgiving, the 
whole bar was covered with silt up to 3 feet thick, oj 

Rep. Jay [nslee. D·Wash.• who represented Centra: Washington in 
Congress antil he was ousted by Hastings in 1994, added that Congress 
will never protect the reach. 

"Some of my colleagues have an ideological aversion to protecting public 
lands: h's time to apply the Teddy Roosevelt traditlon," said Inslee. who 
now represents a suburban Western Washington district in Congress. 

P-l reporter Joel Connelly can be reached at 206-448~8i60 or 
/nt'h'f l}l!/~'!/1' '('I s.,:uuh/+ol. com 
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Courage to do 

the right thing 


O
IH seerecarin of In. u'Herhn 
m\l,t fC(1 like the apple 0" 
Wiliiam r~II'5 netd. 

The cu.tnntly embattled 
ulicri!:tllty. B ruel: SabaItt. wu bec¥ 
in MOntin. ce:-eentiy (or twO motc 
d&Y1 of public !neehns' .bout how' 
bost to ptottu:t a struch o( tbc '*thi 
~inouri River. He. wu Sfeeled by 
:be u$ual w.,t~:1\ exubennu. Out 
here :he water /lind land ate a 
paSSlan, nOi <In "btnf.tt:uon .. 

B;abbin's vi sits rem~rltS OtiC lhat 
..;. WCltctncu, !~. mose 

Amen""S,IUffer 
from" kind ot 
politl~t 
Alth..araer's, We 
h*-~ <lppanndy , 
(ocgow:n the "tio~ 
of InO'. who '. 
previOU1ly $Cl"lcd d 
1C';fC(,uy of the . 
interior. Some 
wntemen seem 10

PAT 	 beli¢'f( tlu,£ aN~ ; 
B4bbin is me only ~WILLIAMS 
on« ."ho OY4r 
maved. Wtdt'r 

presidential dire-ction. to ancourq•. 
(no proscf\laliDIl ot laM .n4 .... tet . 
under Illl!it)(\lti ffionUmefjf 
designation. America hu had 48 ' 
"notaries ot dl. itttlttiOt. Since: 1M 
))IS,.SO by Coniu,,:, In 1906 of tho 
~C;I that .,ll(Nt! prukJ.ftti to m 
aside .usd protect urian'll 
mont.4m.ntt. *0 ha.... h.424 
s~~rel.riC$. 

Almou Without uet.ion. neh 
of them has c:ncovr4lc tbe . , 
pnu.ident (or whom they sc:l"VI:Q to 
prutoct Iud and ..,.tor '.lnacl' that 
.C;\ - the Antiquhios Act of 1906. 
Every pruidcnt sin\!c ThtUQOfO 
ROOMVC!t (ucOopliOC only Ni.lOa. 
RUJ.n ad Sud'!.) bas '.lHd tile let 

. to preserve eelUcll ,aJtionaJ arus by 
declarinllhem IHlUon.l 
manuma"ts, Teddy RooH''t'clt 
protected more: Ihan a dozen lfus. 

THURSDAY. MAY 25. 2000 PICK-lP IN ROOM 1063 

('(' :sSOiA //:;;'1 <; 
So did Woodrow Wihon, Herbert 
Hoover ~nd Cilh'1n Coolidge, 
?ruidoel'lt Fr;nk~in Roolcyel! 
protecced mor~ .had Nro dozen, 
\~ttml asldt! nUri)' 2 miHiCln .1cres. 
Pres-ident Carter gave Cutin, 
;InJtcc:tiun lu tht: mml py,bli: land _ 
56 milliot\ lerti in 17 nation;)l 
mOQ\,Ime.,," In Alaska!n 1918, 

In tho uaditiotl of those nur!y
tOO yun, ~hc: c\,IrrC:l'lt iecrellry ot 
tnt mterior. Sr"u;c Sabbin. \s 
eftSl5Cd in l pl,Iblle CQ(w(fUCIDn 
.ifh ~ wutcrne(i. It is a p"Ht'1H 
di"lolluC {h.it ;, tat grut~f thllft .itlY 
of his ;nedtuuon eyer cnnduct~d. 
.nd be II doit)1 it in II! effort to ,ilia 
full publit: VOICe: ~.nd pacticipllMn to 
the miiltcr of fU11h01 ptOtet'ting 
"ObjCCCl ('If historic ud ulc:ntwc 
inferest" as the Antiquititt A,t 
r~qutrcs, He is mcetil,. some 
p;c:dictable ttst;U~. b.ere in t!\. 
West from orSlnized interc:"u ,roup' 
ilnd ilWividv.ab whose polilia Of 
Cin,an«s or marlet, would be, they 
s,y. damaced by ("mher nltional 
f1)On...menl designatioas" 
~ Some af the: vokes, pattl¢u.l&dr 

t~s.e of our mott moderate and 
t!\ouli\cNi ClInic (oiks, s.nould b.e 
liitc:nC:d to,"Teo many. ot!iert. 
however, are 'flrill aad nlde. w. 
tCt:eCftllO tlat crowd - deep voic-es 
illQd stWlow \Olic. bit hats ud tlO 
c~"t.. TheM uc the peQPI. who 
d,mud to Q)fttinl.le aslQI rhc 
)lJbllr' llltld fot fhelr owe ,reedy " 
9ttIC"al btnetit. !hOM are the ' 
same voice$ rha. hilVC' resisted 
~tiolU.l fQCUtu.aUlnt prQCecticM for ~ 
I~ lut 94yoan. They tc,sistcd othe; 
s~crctltia of tbc interior .nd (l!th.~; 
pruktcnu. both Oemoc:nu ,,,4 : , 
J\ttpubUca.u, wlln rNs idenlica.l ,~ 
dfsilft.Uton WIS used to Jlive ,; 
pfkelcil trellUtH: the Orand 
Clo)'Ot'l. Cevil'! Tower. Olullr Bay 
i~ Alllb, Bryce C,an)'ot'l. Dutil 
Valley .tld California's b.1~ 
Muir Wooc:1s. Montana's wlltt 
MiSIQuri i! in th" cl.us.. So." 
oth" propand arus such is tIIa 
~ilUli India" ruiN in Calorldo 
lad .he Shi......iu Pt,UctU 111 Utah. 

; !'O. 8L"'J~1! 8abbiu i1.I'\"t the fim 
l~d, hopei';;!ly. 11¢ w\Jn't!')¢ the I.nr 
if\lllTIOr !ccrear'l with:ne .... ildotn 
rd; propo'~ wh.t·" righI, :~e eouflglt 
:q make i: nap?¢tl. tlnd the g..JS to 
glyll l.llmn. 

: Pal WitliQI'/U, a /ormt, 
c'!'"!n'J.1';;'afl ....flo t~t:l!::h(l ,1, rht 
C!f'lttr IQTlh~ Rod.)' MOlin/flU'! Wt'Jf. 
it ... 'fr¢qw,nr COfftnCUfQ' (0 rh, 
,Hi;Jotllioll'l QpimOlf pilgfS, 
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Murray, delegation must steer any Hanford Reach plan 
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Murray, delegation must steer any 
Hanford Reach plan 

Those who hoped for a regional. legislative solution on 
the future of the Hanford Reach have every right to be 
upset about Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt's decision 
to recommend declaring the Reach a national 
monument. 

Go ahead. Be mad. Stomp your feet. 

But get over it • quick. 

Then, everyone should un~e to make sure the 
declaration works for the region's benefit. Interior 
Department bureaucrats will shape a management 
plan for the Reach after the president declares ~ a 
national monument. 

That means the Northwest congressional delegation 
must exact assurances the management plan will be 
responsive to the interests of the Mid-Columbia. And 
our delegation members must un~e in their resolve to 
hold Babbitt's successor in a new presidential 
administration to the promises Babbitt made to the 
people of the region this week. 

That burden should weigh heavily on U.S. Sen. Patty 
Murray, a Seattle Democrat. Frustrated after seven 
yeara of ineffective attempts at a Reach management 
compromise, Murray exercised the influence that 
comes ~ sharing the president's party and kicked 
the decision upstairs. 

The burden also should be fett by Republican U.S. 
Sen. Slade Gorton, who, in February, apparently . 
contributed to the scuttling of a promising negotiated 
agreement between environmentalists and 

I of) 



representahves of 8ento"_ Franklin and Grant 
counties, 

And U.S. Rep Doc Hastings Should feel it. too. having 
made the miscalculation that Murray would resist 
inviting an executive solution if a legislative 
compromise could not be crafted,' 

It should also be of concern to Gov. Gary Locke. who 
"eeds to weigh in on this major development In hi. 
own state. '. 

Babbitt. whose notoriety as an enthusiastic 
dam-breacher makes his standing in the Mid-Columbia 
tenuous at best. suggested national monument status 
for the Reach could offer opponunity for the 
Mid-Columbia. 

First. he theorized. the urgency 01 protecting an 
adjacent national monument might strengthen support 
for Hanford cleanup. 

Second. during meetings Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Babbitt made a number of promises. He vowed to 
protect exiSting property rights. including water rights; 
hinted there might be room for new water rights; 
promised to make allowances for economic activities at 
Energy Northwest and in north Richland; and said he' 
was as concerned about ensuring public access to the 
Reach as he was about protecting the 51"",ile stretch 
of undammed river and adjacent land. 

Those promises. however. are little comfort for a 
community that grew up near the HanfOrd nuclear 
reserllation and is used to seeing bureaucracy~evel 
follow-through fall far shon of cabinet·level pledges.. 
Babbitt encouraged those skeptical of his impending 
action to look to the successful management plan 
established for the 1.7 million-acre Grand Staircase 
National Monument. Babbitt said he promiSed the 
governor and the commissions of the three affected 
.Utah ecuntie& that the management plan would nol be 
implemented until ~ met their approval. After two years, 
.he said he had fulfilled that promise. 

For ali Babbitt's promises about the Reach. he won1 
be signing any Hanford Reach management plan or 
shaking hands with county commissioners. in mutual 
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Rather. it would be his successor * a new 
administration's secretary taking on an agency 
burdenea by the 'aft 01 national monument 
declarations President Clinton· struggling to salvage 
some kind of positive environmental legacy ~ is 
expected to make before he and hiS Interior secretary 
of eight years leave office, 

Babbitt says he intends to include a specdic amount in 
hiS agency's 2001 budget request to pay lor the first 
year of crafting the management plan, And his 
replacement will be obligated to follow the directions 
laid out in any national monument declaration, but the 
successor might not choose to follow Babbitt's 
promises about details, 

That's why the pressure is on the congressional 
delegation to ride herd on Interior Department officials 
charged with drafting a management plan to make 
sure what evolves is right for our region, Murray, for 
one, seems committed to making sure the 
Mid·Columbia has a strong voice in shaping the luture 
of our Hanford ReaCh, Everyone else should join her, 

Back to headline 
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Babbitt backs Hanford Reach, but locals want 
control . . 

WedneSday, May 1'7, 2000 

By JOEL CONNELLY lOll 
SEATTLE POST,INTELLIGENCER NATIONAL CORRESPONOENT 

RlCHLAND -- Pledging that the Clinton administration will "have 
closure" on long·running Western land battles before it leaves office. 
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt yesterday toured the Hanford Reach of 
che Colwnbia River and came away committed to its preservation. 

Later in the day. however, Babbitt stood in a crowded Ric:hiand hotel 
ballroom and heard officials from ~e counties argue that local control 
is a bener way of protecting the wild stretch of river than having 
President Clinton designate it a national monument. 

Tho good-nalUIOd crowd. by its 
applause, appeared evenly divided on 
tho monum.nt proposal, Babbitt 
argued the intricacies of water law, 
showed. detailed knowledge of 
Hanford's history, joked about 
b"",aucracy and promised that 
mid-Columbia ...idottts would have 
a major say in. managing a monument 
iflte recommends that path 10 the 
president. 

"I will make every provision I 
reasonably can to be responsive" to 

local coneems, Babbitt pledged. "What you want these places 10 be i • 
...... 10 tho community." . 

Babbitt described as 'overwhelming" and "staggering" the SI-mile 
stretch ofundammed river, wh"", hawks and falcons swoop down from 
chalk-white bluffs on one side of the river, and deer and elk browse amid 
sbUI-<iown nuclear reacto.. of the Hanford Nuclear Reservation, 

"This really is the last wild pi... on the Columbia Rlver to tidewater," he 
said. 

'What [ see out th"'" is a fabulous salmon spawning ground unequaled in 
North Ameri~a.~ 

He declillOd to say whether he will recommend designating the Hanford 
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H¢ declined to say whether he .v.,111 recommend Jesigna{ing the H.lIiford 
Reach a national monument. l ~mg presidential P<)'hf:rs pioneered a 
..;t!:1tury ago by Theodore. ROQse\"f:~t. :he .1Jministratlon IS preparing 
:1iQnumem Jestgr.a:tons frOm the San;:! Rosa \iOl:r.mtnS of Cati!'.:>mia to 
the \li:)soun Bre:!ks of :o..1Qr:tana, 

After four hours on the nver. Babbitt retu:ned to Rkhiand to rr.eet with 
the county commissioners and irrigators .... ho fervently oppose unilateral 
federal pro!ectjon of the river., . 

"We f~el the fed~r~1 g?vern\ne~t would?e better o~f tening local people 
have a part In thiS, said Sue ~1dler. chalrn-'oman ot the Franklin COUnty
Commissioners. . 

But Babbi tt left no doubt that :he 
Hanford Reach must be protected. and 
that he is impatient with Congress for 
failing to act for six years on proposed 
Wild and Scenic River designation. 
After observing bluff erosion along the 
reach' yesterday. he voiced concern at 
threats to habitat of the Columbia 
River's last great wild salmon tuns. 

"You can see many of the conflicts 
coming at us ... the erosion and 
destru<tion of bluffs. the off·road 
vehicle tra<:ks going straight uphill and 
the water from irrigation seeping 
through the bluff.:' Babbitt said. 

The Hanford Reach has remained 
undammed and surrounded by wild 
grasslands due to a World War I[ decision and y..... of political 
infighting. 

The 560-square·mile Hanford reservation was claimed by the fedenal 
government for the Manhattan Prpject. 

The government needed water~ readily accessible power and privacy to 
develop the atOm bomb. Yesterday. Babbitt passed the reactor that made 
plutoruum used in the bomb dropped on Nagasalti. J.p .... on Aug. 9. 
1945. 

In the 196il5 and 1970s. the Anny Corps of Engineers first tried to flood 
the Hanford R...,b with its proposed Ben Franklin Dam. and later in the 
19805 to dredge the river for barge traffic. 

As he stood by the swifl;.tlowing·river. its flow swelled by spring runoff. 
Babbitt talked to Richard Steele. a Hanford technician who has sought 
for, 40 years to preserve the Reach. 

"We can't preserve the river unless we protect the uplands: Steele told 
Babbitt. 

Babbitt. • geologist. said h. understood how inigation could undermine 
one of the major natunal features of the reach. "The \\Ihl", Bluffs are 



clear!ya very cornmon. loosely consolidated. Pleis~oeene·era sediment." 
Babbin said, ";f you put water on that land in large quantities. you get 
soup:' 

The strUggle over the Hanford Reach mirrors major pubhc lands 
controversies in the Northwest dating back to the Columbia Gorge banle 
of the 19805, the Alpine Lakes Wilderness faeeoff of the 1970s and the 
creation of the Nerth Cascades National Park in the 19605. 

Federai protection has won support from national conservation groups, 
~oca1 hunters and fishermen and Indian tribes. Sen. Party Murray. 
D~Wash., has championed protection of the Hanford Reach. and invited 
Babbin to' consider creating a nattanal monument after efforts at 
legislative compromise broke down in the late ~inter. 

"The end goal is what we are looking at. , , , \VhatcVef tools the 
administration must use to keep man~induced change from destroying 
!his, the Yakarna Nation would support," said Randy Settler, a member of 
the Yakama's tribal council and head of its fish and wildlife committee, 

Lined up in OPPOSition - as they were in past battles: - arc local counry 
commissioners. agricultural groups. imgation districts and property 
rights advocates. in the national monwnent battle, they have found an 
ally in Sen, Slade Gonon, R-Wash, , 

In an angry letter to Babbitt, an old mend, Gorton said yesterday: 
"Unfortunately,l fear that the reat reason for your visit ~- mu<:h Uke visits 
you and President Clinton have made to Utah, California, Arizona and 
Oregon - is to add the Hanford Reach and the Wahluke Slope (nonh of 
the river) to the growing Hst of monuments that the president has ch.osen 
to designate by fiat, .. GortOn wrote. 

Gorton said "!he local community" should resolve the future of the reach 
"without a decision being fon:ed upon them by Washington, DC: 

Babbitt insisted last night that he was ,eeking to listen and apprecta'" 
local concerns. He pointed to the administration's work with the state of 
Utah to develop management plans for the 1,7 million-""", 
Escalante-Grand Stain:... National Monument. 

The monwnent in Utah's canyonlands was designated by Clinton in 1996 
in !he face of furious local opposition. 

Babbitt met privately ye"",rday with ilTipton and county 
commissioners, !hen held !he hourln.g evening public meeting in 
Richland. 

Emotions have run strong over the reach, 

A Pasco couple; Carl and Doris Mansperger, showed up at the meeting 
with a letter for Babbitt, 

".''\. ~tate';' •..:::ason environmental groups want federal control ovet' the 
reach is so that they can dictate through bureaucrats' actions restricting 
ilTigation and PUD power generation based on their perception of harm 
to the reach." they wrote. 



LeRoy Allison. a Grant Counry cOrnt:'lissioner. said his constituents are 
still smarting oVl!r Clinton's "unilateral action" last :\imember, ...vhich 
tr;lrtsrerred 57.000 <icres o(the Hanford ~cser...atian ~Q C.S. Fish J.nd . 
Wildlife Service management. La.;:aJ <:ommisslOn~rs have favored 
"multiple use" including some agricultural develapm1.':nt for the area. 

"i've had constituents saying, 'Look what a job the National Park Service 
has done in ~ew .\-texico:" Allison aq.ded. referring to the controlled 
burn that devastated [he tOVln of Las Alamos and threatened a federal 
nuclear laboratory there last week. 

Steele, the longtime conser.'3tion advocate. says opponents of federal 
designation have one real goal in mind. particularly for lands adjoining 
the reach. 

"They want control. they want to fann it," he said, 

On his tour of the reach. Babbitt moved from the 3,500~fool summit of 
Rattlesnake Mountain to an Indian a.n:heological site along the river. A 
coyote stared at him. He saw numerous deer. and bird life from tiny 
swallows to large pelicans and blue herons, 

The former Arizona governor noted that America nas created parkland! 
to prot~t mountains. glaciers and forcsts, "When we settled the West. we 
brought European ideas of scenery with us." h. said. Ignored. in Babbitt'. 
view. were great naCW'al places like the Sonoran Desert of Arizona and 
the Snake River plain in Idaho. 

"We have overlooked o<ologi<:ally importMllands of the West." h. said. 
"It is not about legacics. It is not that we are out thinking of things to do. 
These issues have been with: us fot' yean. The issue: is to finish up what 
we came to do. to have closure on issues that must be faced." 

Clinton recently preserved big chunks of the Arizona desert as well as 
giant Sequoias in Califorrua. H. still has o long way to go ifhe wants to 
match Teddy ROOsevelt, who proclaimed 18 national monuments, 
including one in Washington's Olympic Mountains. . 

"Obvioualy. the p"",dent mak.. the final decision." Babbitt said. 

P·l reporter Joel Connelly can b. reached or 206·448../1160 or 
i~,ICO!!!!e/ly@.!eQl'le·Di. ,om 

Send comments to oewm;:diaOsMt11"p!.",m 
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;:' /,H:n:~~ :nal ::a:lcr.;11! mc::ult",en: 
':e5;;"allcr: '..!';Cc!C :r:;!a((r. :'-,e'.; 
";I1;~ :: ar.c ;-:~h(s, "1 1m l~P!!(;.ai' 
.1:-<:'..:: :~;:xs.ais t~ ~:\;;ar;c ::'.e 'L-nga
:1':01 9tCje<! along "'e \orth Slope" 
:t' :::e R-!a..:h, he said, "But I am ,:er
:.airJ\· 'i.11lin2:0 work arn '.vav we can 
:c r:':ake a crinaJ: dear cc'mmiantnt [0 
¢\!Sling ~ecj.aInation pro}ecU," 

Later. h~ added: d ?ri>3!t property 
:lxht! wcuJd be unaffecre<,J. ?en"," 
~~bbln also pledged (~mmitme1\! 

tC- existing research and il\C.umiaJ 
:'actiities at :he S,)UL~ tUge ot" Ha.r.ford, 
)ucn as E:nergy<'.:crth...... e$t·s r.oc!ear 
::-ower Dian! ar.d the Paci!1c ?'or.nVie$t 
:':aricliaJ L.dloralo!'y ,,?Crated by Ba:-

CJumy ?!ans. however, cali fer 
mu<:n more aevelopmenc of some 
Hanicrd lands over the next :;0 yean. 

;lll:M ::".a~ ,iiu:.:: '... :.::,,;,~ :-! ;['..H'le:;: '~:-. 
:!:cr.w,:·"er,.l H.at'JS, 

:.(ic..C~Jun:::ia:"$ aise ~a!seC .;:r.. 
:e~,,~ "cc~t ;\.IcEc lI:::ell :-: .:4!:lilc 
",tie, 

"'Ycu Me alie,"Iong :....t user1 -':::1 ihe 
'de:--' a;eas ::,:\.1 .l:e .. , ~:a::,:,\lng to ?re· 
:e:i ~ iar; BiU Riiey. ·..."h :h~ 
C';;umct.. Basi:-. c-:;vircnrr:e:'lW 
C.::und in Scap Lake. 

O:hcrs ""ante': :c make sure the 
:tt.'4'ar Icrtierntr.1 i-JStcr;. of Hanfcro 
,:"a. :leI :~riouen 1mc: (hat the B 
R:.aCIQr - L,e :lariQn's tirst full-seale 
:ilJ!Qniutn rtaClor -is preserved and 
opened t:j me public. 

~Ou: ruM:jr;t:'leeds to be recorded. ~ 
pleaded ;"nr.ene Htnioro. of Rkh, 
:and, 

7 

rr.e sel:l'eta.",:-' :;::-!H:1:r:ec .~ 

in.;\t.ciir,g in his manJ.wement ;:13..... J: 
iettlement hisler'\.' or;:)lec:. "This ;ll 
;~;'l"\arkab':e, :nanv.fa'ccted '~t.::T..ar:: 
Horr whkh. showd :"le:: be {cr
gcnen. ~ he ~. 
Ti~ A.rntle:r., owner of tht :ow: 

boat >;ompaJ'.y that pl'C\ided Babbitt's 
ttarupoJl'U.rion. wamed un:!'3J\ee$ he . 
still Ct'lWO operate hit boatS if the 
Reach is a monument, 

8abbit't said Arntzen could - but 
::hat one of the iu~ in a manage' 
:':'l~m pian would ~ to determine 
""ruch kinds of beaD are aliO'NO(t 

~There cugh! to be a m.uimum 
amount oj public. access because 'What 
youlNIru chi!! place to be iJ an a.1Rt to 
;he community: Bab01n Soald, ' 

Babbitt takes in Reach, more 


Above: WIth the White Bluffs and the Columbia River as a baCKw 
drac, $ecre:ary of ;he l(ltenor 8ruce Ba?oltt ~Iks ue a hill ~r a 

"; meet'nc :uesday With representatIves O~ Nortrwest trl:::es 
J'iO a q;yiOflC ~our of tbe Har,rord Reach. 

w ~" 

( 
~ 
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fmploymcnl CJ.JHifi(..·ds 

• !t.are;, Again 

local ~t"'t: Friday, ~1ay 11.2000 

Hanford Reacb may get lasting 
protection 

by Lynda V. '\:l'on 
SUtti. Tima ~t.ff ~po"tr 

The Hanford Reach of the Columbi. Rjver ..ill be <on,idered 
for permanent federal protection by U.S. Interior Secretary 

· Bruce Babbin when he visits Pasco next Tuesday. 

The issue of long-term protection for the reach. the last 
· free·flowing stretch of the Columbia. has simmered for vears. 

" The question has been whether the federal government or local 
· jurisdictio!l!l5hould manage it. 

: U.S. Sen, Patty Mum.y, D-Was!t" cheered Babbitt'. 
: involvement yesterday, saying the problem has defied 
: legislative solution. 
, 
!Babbitt will ..plore administrative ",IUlions '0 pro""" the
I.....h, including declaring it a national monument. That would 

pul il pennanent!y off limits '" devdoproent, And it would do 
so without Congress getting involved, which MumlY thinl<s • 
goodid.a. 

"\ began a long rime ago trying to pUllogether proponents and 
opponents to come to consensus only. to have Congress not 
move on the I.gisl,tion," Munay said. "I thought it was 
important for the people in the region", come up with. 

, solution. .,. tt is tin'ie to do something to save salmon." 

I The reach is home to the lasl healthy P9pulation of fall chinook 
. ! salmon in the stale. Th. fish. <ailed upriVeT brights, support tho 

last <otnJn<n:ially viable fishery in the Columbia. 

I' "Salmon preservation is so important. ills i•• no·brainer," 

: Murray said. "We have to move forward." . 


I of) 



Babbitt's invohemem v.as -::heered by envirorunC'~t.:1lis!s ~\ho 
have fought fo: :- ears t..) protect the re3ch. ::rnd blastr:d by 10':J.I 
oflki.1ls, 

"I:un amazed. tlabbergasted. $uI1'rised." said Grant County 
Commissioner LeRoy Allison, ''It !'aises grave concerns ()f 
whether Senafor ~lurray is listening to the people ofrhe state:' 

\1a..x Ben!tz. chairman of the Benton Count.." Board of 
Commissioners. fears ;he move \\iU derail the efforu of local 
officials to steer PJture management of the reach. 

· "They (the federal government) are coming IOta to\l.n and 
· sayins. 'We think this is in your beSt interest and we don't \'liant 
· any input from the people we work for.' That is disturbing," 

Benitz said. 

· C~nthi. Bergman. a spokeswoman for U.s. Sen. Slade Gorton, 
, R~Wash.. said (jonon backs preservation of the reach but 

favors keeping local leaders involved. 

"This is shocking," Bergman said. "The (Clinton) 
: administration is just on a roiL" 

, The administration also wants to ban road constrw;tion on 43 
· million actft of public forest land without the involvement of 
: Congress,, 

i, local environmentalists were thrilled. 


i "I have been working on this for 15 ye..... " said Richard 
1 Leaumont. conservation chairman fot the Lower Columbia 
· Basin Audubon Society. 

"Senator Murray has made the right decision. • courageoU$ 
decision. and we thank her ror it. W. are confident when 
Seet<tary Babbitt sees what's he"" he will find a way to protect 
it.· 

Richard Steele of the Colwnbia River Conservation League 
said he has been fighting for protection of the .....h since 1965. 

'Now I heli"", it is finally going to happen," he said. 

Lynda II: Map<s' phone message number is ](J(j.464.]7 36. 
.' 
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Ranchers, Babbitt map out plan 

for Great Rift national monument 

Proposed area 
still allO\vs 
cattle grazing 
By Rock'~ fJ,eri(ef 

r"~ Ilfuro $lart;Sftl\l.ll 


:\ReO - tntenor ~ary 
Bruce Babbin and a group of 
(;mct.ers map~ out the 
boundaries tor a proposed 
Great Ri.."r nacona! rt'\¢nwnent 
Tuesdav. 

Babbitt premis«i. ranchtrs 
:r:I!}' ;.ouid contInue to graze 
C.J~. kill predaton and ~p 
:icces.s to cutTen( grazing u. 
eas such 3.S the picturesque 
Laidlaw Park range south. 
west of Craters of the Moon 
:\a!lOnaI Monument. Huddled 
around a map in a grove of 
quaking asp<e1U, they agneed 
!O gle'rn!raI boundaries ofb<xh 
it Craters rnontlIMnt expan
sion and it new monument, 
which would ~ manaKtd by 
the te<1eral Bur(t8U of land 
:.tanagement. 

"\Ve want to stay out of ~ 
monu.menr,~ Sue Purdy. a Pi
cabo raflCht!t said. "But 11 
fou're going to do thi$, we 
want to hem on the pl~~ 

Babbitt rmtmed to Arw to 
mMt with the I'1.nChm. local 
officta1s and residents of th.is 
mostly agria.ttturai· area of 
South Centt'1l Idaho, He said 
he wants to convince Prest· 
dent Sill Clinton to prtted: the 
J.r.lque 1mb black lava ftoM 
;l"id 62.rruJe.long nltwnereQDo 
Iy 2.00) yean ago I't'lOtttn law 
poun!d OUI over the Snake 
RiverPWa. . 

Babbitt. ~ COIISldenns p!ao.
Jng: aU or roO$'( of the 6l3
square-mile Craten of the 
Moon Lava Flow and two 
smaller lava flows u.nder the 
ad:run.istTation of the ~abonal. 
Park Service. which_ 
the Ctlmnt Cratef1 of the: 
:o.toon monument. A second 
monument. under the ront::r'l:)( 
of the U.S. Bureau of land 
~1anagemmt w!N.ld be desig
nated to protea 126 square 
ffi.l.les tn Laidlaw'Park alone 

-,..... _Bruce -. pointing II) map. _ ..... oJCl)8l1!ionol ""'Cra'" . 
of the Moon NaDonai Monument and ereat'IOn of a"..,. naJkin4j: monument WIih area ranct'I. 
ers Tuesday in the $nOwdritt Craw near~. 

"'-
with a thin l().mile corridor would be a.Ilowed in the BLM Cut"I"!ntly, only &l square: 
along the Great Rift COMeC[ monument but na in the IaYI J"!1ile:J of the ~ is included in 17 
ing '!he: lava fiek1s. fiel", managed by tht _ the: Craters, of the Moon Na· 

Along Wlth gr.ozing. huI1tiJ\g -

http:lart;Sftl\l.ll


nonaJ Mom.otn~nt.rnated in !924 bv 
.~_dtru CaIv!.n C~.:Udg'!_ . 

Clmton has designa!,w :lew rl.a· 
codal monuments in I..tah. A.rtzon.a 
and CaliIonua based on recommen
daOOr.s from Babbl\l. Clinton has the 
authoruy to esuililish or ~dana
tiona; monument untift"!.he Annqui. 
:lei Aa of 1!-KXi. 

~1any W(!St~m mem~1":'l of Con
gress COt'.si4er ~ act'S powers to be 
tOO broad t)$. Rep, ,\tike S~ 
an Idaho Republican. ttas introduced 
a btU that would requjre congression
al approval Vvirhin rwo years of a 
pmlOenr's establJ.siu'nent of a monu

" mtnI. 

In respon5t. Babbitt has ~ 
questions of Aroo residenm and pub
lic offidals about his proposal He 
promised !O Sf!M maps out next 
w~ and to continue an ope:n 
P"""'"

"[ want to sit on thi.s 1andscap4e, 
work It out, do amao and send it ()(4 

to you, (Me it to a PoUlt whm we 
haw tiw: best urider:standing we can"""H.. p","""", P"""'_
woW<! na be at1ecred and thar they 
would get aa::e;.,; ac:!"JI$$l:be lavas to 
meotU-~ 

-ru pili ~ in-..'Babbitt_ 
Bob W-.po. an Am>...

who has "p''',dly been slo!pdcal
about t'.derol Wilde."... and_p""","",-saidhe __ 

"i'he at'I.S'\Wn yoo ~U3 pvtme 
some- pre.ace of mind.,' Waddoups 
<aid. " " 

The only new protections to the 
BLM~willbe.~ 
01 mining and the .......... the land 

<."O\It41'MM'!r be sold. 

aabbitt _ said he would limit 
mororiz.ed vehicle UN to txistiq
roa4> _ f<l, ranchers ~

-""'*-~ • laod swapHe also 
_ the .....1or Iaoda a1.... 1IIot 
Snalce _,.,.. Iands wouIdllOlbt 
~ 
s.a-yo/so.._~ 

- shoop ......1I'1I1riIIII1kq tIiO
roadinloLaidla..,........ 


Clyde Molyneux. _ ..... I~ 
.em idjoinlnJ the Ia.. fteW. ..wi 
he _~ believe Babbitt will F<> 

"a his property" ~ And be 


. doubts he can pi the monumeQl: 

designated. " " 


Babbitt proposal ,""( O·,'lA ao 
Secretary ot lMa Interior ef~e Babbil has proOO$ea e:o:carding 
Craters 01 the Moon National MOnumen! to lrc1ude t'NO OU'I$t 
:ava tierds and ;urnmg surroun(hng 8'.Jreau of Lana Managerrel"il 
land 11'110 a Se(:cnd Greal FlUt ratIOnal monument 

o 50 
~ 

Miles 

CRATERS OF i 
THE MOON : 
NATIONAL 
MONUMENT 

tS 


http:mororiz.ed
http:untift"!.he


What you 
should know 
W!Iat Is a national 
roonument? 

A national monumen1 is fed. 
~(alty admtnistrated publiC: 
JaJ"ld set aside by the pre$i
dent"-lt1o _ of lt10 
Antiqu.... Act 011906. 

lilt • national part(1 
No.1l\IIcugI> ""'_

Flm; s.w:.~_.. 
_Or<\tCcrIgl_"""'"'""'" "" ""'"
awt atBI'lIIIII;h a ndCnaIl)8I1iL 
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Babbitt back in state 

to talk about Craters 

Interior secretary 
to meet with area 
lea.del'B today 



.Monumental Consequences 

Word that President Clinton might create 
four new national monuments bas drawn a 
predictable .outcry from ranchers and other 
traditional usen of the areas, But as he scours 
the Western wilds in pursuit of an 
environmentallegac)" it is the 
environmentalist! who ought to be crying the 
loudest. 

With no management pians in place and no 
mone)' to implement them anyway. Clinton has 
drawn bun's~eyes around some of the most 
ecologicaJly sensitive areas in the country. 

The proposed monumentS -- Oregon's Soda 
Mountain. IdahO" Owyhee desert. Montana's 
Missouri BreaJcs and lands surrounding 
Colorndo's Mesa Verde -- are I~ttle known 
outside tbe region and have not caused so 
much as. a blip on the nation's summer vacation 
radar. Tbeir anonymity has always been their 
be.t prOtection. 

Until now. 
That wasn't applause you heard afteT Interior 

Secn>Wy Bruce Babbitt heralded each areas 
grandeW" last month. It was the roar of a 
million SUVs racinl down to the REI map 
det>artmenL 

Not that Americans shouldn't be allowed to 
, visit tbese an:as. It's just that puaing out the 

welcome ma.t without a plan to handle the 
resulting hordes i. a potentially greater threat 
to these fragile areas !han the cattle grazing 
and other traditional uses that monument status 
1s meant to curtail. 

Clinton lsn't tbc flf'St or even the most 

" 


prolific user of the 1906 Antiquities Act, H. 
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has used it five til~,es .since 1996, creating the 
Grand $laircase·Escalanre m(lnument in C{ah 
Jr.d two I!ach in Anzona and C:llifomia. TeddY 

,Roosevelt us-cd il ! 8 times and Woodrow 
Wilson 12, Jimmy Carter proclaimed 15 
monumentS in Alaska in juSt one yea.t. 

But Roosevelt and Wilson lived in an era 
wben merely reaching the new monuments 
~ould be a weeK5-long ordeal. Ca.ner's Ataska 
monuments are so remote that a visit poses a 
major logistical challenge even today. 

Soda Mountain. h.owever. ties within a 
haJf-day's drive of 12 million people, And a 
dc:scrt lover today can bop a morning Hight in 
New York. rent a Jeep in Las Vegas at noon 
and be tearing up the cryptobioti¢ SOu in {he 
new Grand Canyon-Parashant monument by 
evening. 

Because of the growing interest in tbe 
outdoors and the relative ease of traveling 
virrually anywhere in the Lo,,"er 48 States, 
protection for sensitive areas should be 
secured before the news releases go out. 

Sometimes it is. Consider Arizona's 
Kartchner Caverns. Two friends discovered 
them more than 20 years ago but kept them 
secret FQr a decade until an ag:re.ernent with the 
state was in place to protect them. 

The Arizona legislature acquired the 
cavems in 1988 and approved funds to study. 
develop and manage the masses. Today 
Kartchner Caverns State Part is one of the 
most heavily visited units in me state park. 
system. and the managemc~t plan adopted 
beforehand has allowed millions to .njoy it 
without ha.rming il. 

What an cx.amplc of cooperation and 
rational land """,agement these p4tient 
spelun.ken have provided. And what a contraSt 
to the preaident Lik•• stray dog, he dashes 
from """ 10 IJ'ec. COtlsidoring nothing bey'>nd 
I....\n, his made: 

Clinton's reckJess pursuit of an 
environmontalle.""y bas endangered the .ery 
·Iands be pro_to pro_. For 
environmentalists. this is nothing to celebme. 

" 
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'Let the Breaks be' 

Many Montanans protest future of Missouri 

Breaks 


By LORNA THACKERAY 

01 The Gazette Siaff 


LEWISTOWN - Secretary of 
Interior Bruce Babbitt said 
Wednesday that he wouldn't be " 
springing any surprJses, but 
wants a deciSIon on me future 
of the Missouri Breaks before 
surrendering his office in 
January. 

8abbitt was on a Iwo-day swing 

through Monlana to discuss the 

fate of the 149-mile stretch of 

ttle Missouri RJver between 

Benton and' Fred Robinson 

Bridge on U,S. 191. The aree 

remains today in much the 

same condition as when 
 Dale Hanklne, of the
explorers Lewi. and Clark gnusarools group MI••ouri
journeyed through there nearly River Stewards, protests
200 year. ago. Babblt'. proposal to make the 

Breaks a national monument. 
Babbitt hosted 'roundtable~ 

diSCUSSions with invited 

memcers of var;ous interest groups in Fort Senton in the moming. 

then new along'the river corridor to an afternOon meeting in 


" Lewistown, 

A handful 01 protesters with a sign proclaiming "T1'Ie Missouri ain't: 



oroke" stoed Qt.df3r:y 'Outside !he Wholefamdamil'l Cafe in 
_<:'Nlstown. Ir:slde tr.e t;ny room rese'Ve<l for the meeting. 
repr>3seritatives of environmental, oil and gas, agriculture, loca! 
government and sportsmen's interests expressed t"eir sentiments 
about the prospects of changing ine designation of the area from 
Wile and Scenic to that of a national monument. 

Babbitt '$ considering recommending the change,ln status to 
President Clinton, vVho has recently deSignated four new national 
mon!.oman:s On federal lands In Arizona and California. 

i\1any of Ine Fergus Country residents in the stancing.rcom~only 
crowd were skeptical. Some told the secretary they were worried 
about how It would affect their land. 

"'\lathing we do is going to affect your private properly: Babbitt 
said, 'You ca' take that to the Dank,' 

He acknowledged that if management of public lands changes, 
farmers and ranchers could see changes in the reases they hold 
on public lands, But the Bureau ot Land Management. the Interior 
agency that manages federal landS along th. Missouri River, has 
an incentive to work with private landawner1 to preserve the 
B'eaks, Babbitt said. 

Several local representatives at the meeting are either members 
or supporters of Missouri River Stewards. a grassroots 
organization aimed at securing local input into management of the 
area, The group is wal)' of any designation of the Breaks as a 
national monument. fearing that new restrictions will interfere with 
its current management tor multiple use. 

Babbitt said he came to Montana without any predetermined 
notions. but with an eye to tuture threats to the pristine condition of 
the area. Tuesday. at a Public meeting in Great Falls, he said that 
he would prefer to work with Montana. Congressional delegation 
on legislation to protect the Breaks. He also promised to consult 
Gov. Marc Racicot. But he told tile gathering that he sees some 
urgency in getting sometlling done. 

If he decides to recommend that President Clinton designate the 
Sreaks as a national monument, Babbitt .aid he hoped tile 
recommendation would repreMnt a consensus of aU the varying 
interests with a stake in the decision. Babbitt said the designation 
is really a matter of a new label. If the president decides to take 
action to preserve the area, the I'niy way he can do that is under 
the Antiquities Act, the SecretaI)' said. TI'Ie AntIquities Act uses 
the word monument. The presldent woufd have ~complete 
disctetion- to say w~at is in the monument package. he said. 

Babbitt said a local resource adviSOry counCil appointed to work 
with elM r9ached agreement on :nany of the major issues 
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aFecti'1g management of rra Breaks. Recommendations from that 
:::O;.;:'1CIl could seNe as me OasIs far a consensus. he satd. 

Bruee Babbitt .peaks at a round table discUSBIon on 
management of the Mi••oun Breaks at the Wholefamdamlly 
Cafe in I.ewlstown Wednesday afternoon. 

"The resource advisory council got us down to the 10~yard Une," he 
said. 

Everyone who spoke to lhe secretary WednesClay in Lewistown 
agreed Ihal lhe Bleaks should be preserved as they are today. 

"I want to see the river as It is now for my grandchildren: Ron 
Moody, who represented the interests of sportsmen, said. "I also 
want to see the agriCIJl!lJre community preserved. I dOn't think I 
have to harm (hem to achieve my ambition." 

Aboutlhe only real conflict among the various Interests was on the 
subject of oil and gas developrrulnt on the public lands within the 
corridor. Sob Decker, executive director of the Montana 
Wilderness ASSOCiation, said Babbitt should Closely study the 
consequences. 

'We den't think natural·ga.development i. benign," he said. 

He: said even with the most assiduous. attention to the 
environment. oil and gas development comes with a price - more 
roads, more disruption of the land and a IoSII of·wlldness. 

Vince Larsen. tha oil and gas representative invited to the 

/0 
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r-:Jl.tiClaoia. said "'9 resented attempts to ma!;gn hIs irdustry, 

" am a gaolcgJst," he saio, 'I'm also an environlT',enI3Iist," 

larsen said the same people who want :0 prevsr.t aU development 
aiso !ike to have a warm house and hot water, 

Babbitt said he was optimistic that something coUld be'worked out 

Lorna Thackeray can be reached at (406) 657-1314, or by e-maii 
at lthacker8v@Billinqsga~ettB.com 

..---~-...---
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GREAT FALLS MAY-4;nJJ 

Babbitt says he plans 

to come back to state 
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Babbitt crowd fi'red 

Hundreds listen to seeretary 

pitch protection for Breaks 

8y I(ARl PUCKETT 
Tl1ou", S\ltt Wrtt.r 

Calling it a worlri-<:Ius 
resource. U.S. Interior SI!!(
r~tary Bruce Babbitt ~iter· 
,ltfl1 to an overflow audi· 
tnce in Great FaUs T~sdJy 
evenln@' ttw-the. Up~r MiJ.. 
SQun ~r n~s more pm
lection, but he said he did
1'1 t come to tOWl'l W)th a s~ 
CltiC proposal m mind, 

He said that he isn'! btm 
on recommending Hat 
Prtsident Clinton declare 
:M Upper Missoun Rlv~r a 
narional monument. And he 
!i.ud a numW of options 
are avaltable to prt'~n'e 
tM river comdor and the 
surrounding Break!. 

His prt'f.re~ is to haw 
Montana 'J congrHsional 
delegaUolt - U,S. ,Sens. 
Conrad Bums and Mu 
8auCU! ana Rep, Rick Hill 
- introduce !~latiDt1 to 
Congress, 

That option, he said. 
would "kHp Bruce Babbitt 
and all his monumem 
crowd Ql,lt of here,'" 

"Isn't it possible that 
Monflnan:s, in all your 
feisty. wonderful tradition 
of duking it out OVl"T loti of 
5ubjed:S. might Set • uttle 
aru ot eonserusus wt' can 
takt' to the delegation?
Babbitt asked duri.rtg one 
POint. 

At leut ~$O peop.. 
fUmed Out for Babbitt's • 
pearance at fM flno AlIi. 
C~nter [huttr at the U. 
vef'1iry ot Grut FallI. 1be 
thtater seats 357, t.nd"CV\ll'Y 
SPOI was filltd. Some pe0
ple stood tn the back and 
at!Qther !40 people listt"ned 
in from a.t\ QVerflow f()Qm 
next door. Another:SO or.so 
sat in tba lobby and u.. 
tened, 

Tonn .. signs. land desig. 
nation supporten and op
ponenu from a.Il over the 
Sfatf! Slatted shQwing up 

mor~ Ihan an hour boeforl!! 
the s,ecrerary':s 1 pm. stat!
lng time. 

'Ifs juSt one needJes.s 
dt!signation after another: 
said JJt Stone. a compuler 
salesman and gold p!'O$pec.' 
tor from Whitefish. holding 
a sign that said ~Ml$$Oun 
River Bruits Anm't Bro
ken,' 

~ot 10, countered a :sign carried 
by A.art Dolman.Qf Great Fa.II$, a 
member 01 the Montana '.lrllder· 
ness Associanon and Siem Club, 
The 'Ign proc!4imed, ·Sationa.i 
Monument Prot«u Our Land." 

Babtnn has ~mmended (his 
ytar that Clinton name fout MW 
monuments: in Cabfomia and Ari· 
zona. 

But he told the sign!eu: crowd 
{sigM welYn't allowed in [he wdi~ 
tonum) that other poulbilities to 
prnteet the Bru.ks art a national 
(;oruervation are.. it monument 
created legISlatively or just l~lI
non thlt doesn't have a l'WM. "1'he 
label isn't important.'" he said. 

He said there wen three issues 
he thinks the ca~nal del.. 
lion ,hould address ~, 

OM i$ the boundaty of tht wild 
and scenic comdor. created by 
COT\gresa in 19'18, The bow1daty
neYt!l" hat beIiQ tormaliutd. Secon,d 
IS llmitinC or eliminat1nc hard·rock 
mining and all and nalUtt.I PI 0
plom:ien in the rM:r corridor. 

He said be wua't S'W'W &bout nat

""" "'" upIotation tluwBl>Wtm. ,olin BntaA au prod~ 
i.I the Digest UIl'tef1Ol1 indUstrY in 
the va. Babbitt plana to vitit an 
UI)1ont:ioft IJU toea)!,.

More fundiq to tWtdJt inaeu....... "' ... -_ ...... 

dtesIed in the ~ .. ftD. 
~ Mid,. And. "'11OfI tNt we'w P 
fOWtlybody riled up,. DOW miIht be 
a good: time to tlnalIy act on the tlvo 
wHd.me.. .-rudy arua: in the 
ere.... 

""""""-! W\IAIIIy, he ocouionally 
joked With the crowd. MAyor::1
Gray. Who otfered • Montana . 
_ to the """"" Cl1ntcn I-
net member, inl:rodueed him. 

Babbitt arrived tate becaUH of " 
plane eanctllation, but ne l.i:Itentd. 
to teswnony tor more than two 

Great Fall! Poli(;! and U.S. Park 
Police were on hand for secunty, 
and bags wert ~j(amu'.td al Ihe 
door :0 the thealeT No cla$hes oe. 
cutT1!'d OUt5ld~ or tht building, ai. 
tht'lugh allbb~tt's staff did t~U ::'W'o 
men holding hug~ nags that they 
had to IT',,ove into the "tim amend· 
ment are •• ' a place ro~d off tor 
prot~len: .. 

Babbin: told the audience thai he 
firs! ~an focusing on the river af. 
ter reading Stephen Ambrose's. 
book about the t.ewis and Clark H~ 
p.:dition, ~Und.lwlted COUnlgt- By 
chance. he rt1l into the author 
thr~ or four yean ago. AQ'Ibrose 
~old him that nee should visit the riv. 
er, BabbItt finally did !w SUrnrMr. 

"It's a wend clu.s: l'1:$Ou~: M 
said. "'Theert's nothing qwt-e like ie." 

il) show hit app~i.tlon tor 
their work on st'Udyina mAtl"e
ment of eM 8reab.. he gave pic: 
rum of th~ river to memtHtrs (;f the 
B1.U'fau or Land M~nt advt
wry counciL 

He said he a~ with lhe coun
cil's rtcommendanon that gtUtnJ 
shQl,Ud conftnue to be allowed on 
public land, ah well u huntinC and 
f!Shine. Prt-nlte property nghu 
would b6 respe<:ted. ~ ill1't 
about 'ome kind of acquisition pr0
gram," he saiet 

He wu imprt:ssed by me. cot.i.Q< 
cil',t conJerull.S that river Qver· 
nights and Jet 
reigned in. 

Skis $boWel. be 

.But ne uid tluuaI to the tMIor. 
such as 1'tO.lCQUS wwda and S\ibdi
vUioft. led h.im to belilM!' that -we: 
nftd to make some ~ on thU 
rtvar that requ.int S(lmt aurhoria:.l
den .or legislation,· 

TIl.... _ 'l"'U roiM<! _ at 
tM same polrut Uw had beetl ex· 
pm.&ed at pteVKIUS public In_~ 
inp. .-.,.plaUM oftd followed 
speakm on bods skM of the- dtsil'
n.aaoft. Wue. 

Some said thtt area needed ~ 
protection trom mineral upioiotion, off-__and_ 
visitift& the rm:r. omen Mid Mini
tanaM could come up with their 
own solutioi'll to c:n'!'1~ 
lelllJ and that .. MW eJ$patioa
WlJI.ddn't scM threats ,uch u sui> 
divisIOn. 

Tho:M ....,.,.., the lucky (ina 
Some people didn't even "t in to 
bave their say. 

up 
-'You can', spuk YOt,lr PI!'C~ 'JUt 

her!!. to we're going :0 leave: ,;ud 
K~n Gebhard;. a retired Great rllis 
man. "anding OU15;de :f:.e :nuter 
and unable to gel a seat 

-They" should ~"ave gor.:-:n i olg. 
ger audilonum. added 100 Eger. 
also a rellr~ from Grta: Fat,s, 

,
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.\\ e Ie :e!:I:1>: :k,;::;i,: 
~no\\ "r.a! \\e ',I<1:"'C ;'Y 
_ ·.\e re ;tancin? '0' a 
.1allon,,1 monument:' 

_ Aart Dolman, Great 
, Falls, holding a .ign that 

.aid, ·':-".'IIional 
,""onument Protects 

Our L.lnd." 

'"Our iootprint we make 
when we drill is so 
small." 

- Paul Urb..n, 
Klabzuba Oil & G.l5 

Babbitt spoke to about 550 people gathered for a pt,;b
lie meeting at UGF Tuesday. 

'(iinton:5 ,~\ In!; to 
make J tll'.sger le~acv lor 
hlmseli. ,hat'; what the 
whole thin" IS about.'" 
- j,uk Eades, Great Falls 

"We have a designation 
we like, the one we 
have. Wild and Scenic." 

- JO.J.nne Witt, C.lorter 

i Roundtable talks scheduled for Fort Benton, Lewistown 
I,. 

By Tribune Stat! 

U.S. Interior Secretary Bru~ 
Babbitt will hold [We invitation
only roundtables. in Fan Benton 
this morning and Lewistown this 
afiemocln, to rurther discuss 
managing the Missouri River 
Breaks. . 

Participating in the Fort Ben
ton talk will be stale lawmakers 

. John Witt, 	Bill Thomas and Jon 
Tesler; insurance agent Steve 
vielleux; outfitter and farmer 
Larry Cook; rancher Joy Craw. 
ford; Dave Dittloff of the Man

lana Wildlife Federation; 
Chouteau County Commissioner 
Ken Evans; Jerry Jovanovich of 
the chamber of commerce; mu
seum director Jack Lepley; Big 
Sandy Mayor Rick Morris; Steve 
Pilcher of the Montana Stock
growers AssOCIation;' and attor
ney Oennis Tighe of the Mon
tana Wtldeme55 Association. 

Partidpating in Ihe Lewislown 
roundtable will be Fergus Coun
ry Corrunissioner Kathie Bailey; 
The Lewistown NewS-Argus 
publisher Dave Byerly; Bob 
Decker. executive dirt'ctor of the 

Montana Wilderness Associa
tion: rancher Matt Knox: Vince 
Larsen, oil and gas; sponsman 
Ron Moody; rancher Mark Pe
terson; architect Jeff Sheldon; 
outfitter Don Sorenson; J, R. 
Strand. president of the chamber 
of commerce; and Kim Lacey of 
the Central Montana Re'Source 
Advisory Council: 

Babbitt also will tour a natural 
gas field with Mark Good of the 
Montana Wilderness Associa
tion and Ralph Gailey of Macum 
Energy. 
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Steve FUl'lke, left, of KalispelL was one of several people carrying signs expressing theif views .Ouitsidle 
varsity ot Gr-eat Falls Fine Arts Center tl"leater, where U,S. Interior Secretaly Bruce Babbitt tater listened to Mon
tanans concerns abOUl the Missouri River SteakS Tuesday evening, 


