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Missouri Breaks
Babbitt urges delegation to guard area

GREAT FALLS {(AP) - Interior
Secratary Bruce Babbitt would
prefer 1o work with Montana's |
congressional delegation on 8l
legislative solution to _
protecting the Missouri River B
Breaks, he told a public i
meeting here Tuesday night.

‘| would prefer all of us to
walik out of here tonight and
zay, 'We agree the Montana
congressional delegation
should intraduce legisiation,
and that'll keep Bruce Babbitt
“and his monument crowd out
of here,’ " Babbitt said, .
drawing enthusiastic appiaus
from the overflow crowd at th
University of Great Fails.

Babbitt has baen considering » o o . KIS XESARKYMATES
whether ta recommend that w00\ i Breaks as the river
President Clinton declare the ;o405 croag contral Montana
Breaks a national monument. intsrior Secretary Bruce )
The river commidor from Fort  goppi wae in Great Falls

Benton 1o U.8. 191 nontheast
of Lewistown now is protected zﬁg’:&fgﬁzfgx :;:“m

#8 a wild and scenic river.

A national monument designation waz.z%d carry more restrictions,
but is only one of the available opticns for protecting the river
corridor, Babbitt said.

"it's not the label on the package thal's the real issue,” he said.
“The jabel is not important, but we do need to address issues
that, ideally, need congressional legislation.” |



Sabbitt sawd Congress has never actually defined the boundaries
of the Wily ang Sceruc Missour River corridor. He also said the
issu@ of oif and gas deveiopment n the area mus! be addressed,
?ndi_the status of wilderness study areas in the corridor must be
nalized,

Babbitt said he wants traditional uses such as grazing and
hunting to continue, and said he is open-minded about oi and
gas development. .

The interior secretary said he supponts many of the :
recommendations put forth Dy a local advisory council. They
include mamtaining traditional uses of the grea - such as
grazing. hunting and fishing - and leaving control of the iand
with the Bureau of Land Management,

Ancther key recommendation was
that the area be protected fram
excessive yse and development.

Maryy at Tuesday night's mesting,
however, pointed out that one of the
big fears - subdivision of private
property in the scenic river comdor -
will have 1o be addressed by local
governments, not Washington,

Babbitt arrived 25 minutes late for the
7 p.m. meeting after his Deita Airlines
connecting flight from Salt Lake City
was canceled. A plane was chartered
to bring him to Great Falls.

He spent most of his time Tuesda
night listening to comments from the
public. All 457 seats in the University
of Great Falls theater were filled, and
perhaps 200 other people listened on
speakars in the comndor and ina |
nearby lecture room,

Conservationists have applauded the o
idea of a national monument designation for the Breaks, saying
the primitive region is threatened by oil and gas development,
off-road vehicles and subdivigion of privately owned land for
iuxury homes, ~ .

*| want to see this land protected for the peopie - not for
corporations,” said £lsie Tuss, a rancher and farmer from
Floweree, : = '

"Economic development will eventually destroy this area,” said
Dave Anderson, who identified himself as a physician and ’
part-time rancher.

" Wendy ?iihiteham of Great Falls gave Babbitt petitions with



€.700 signatures supponting a national monument designation.

‘Please keep intact this last vestige of the wild Missouri River.
Future generations will thank you for it,” Whitehaorn said.

Other speakers Tuesday, including ranchers, leaders of
agricultural organizations art oil developers, ocpposed the idea,

"The maore federal management we have, the warse things are,”
said Terry Quaver. who said he has been involved in federal
iand issues for more than 20 yvears,

Paul Urban, area manager for Klabzuba 'Qiii and Gas Co., said
that his company has been operating responsibly in the Missouri
Breaks for 20 years.

“We contrel the only pipeline that crosses the Missour. |
challenge you to find that crossing,” he toid Babbitt,

Brian Severin, who ranches east of Great Falls and is on the
board of the Mentana Stcckgwwers Association, said the people
who live along the Missour River corridor have done a good ioh
managing it. The MSGA has pro a local management
alternative dubbed "Undaunted Stewardship,” heé added.

“Wa can do a lot of things in house without having a big federal
bureaucracy,” he said.

Capynght 2000 Asaociezed Praxs. All nghts reserent. Thin ranterat misy not e published,
DrogUeRst. ewitEn, or redutrbote
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State awaits
Tuesday visit
by Babhitt

Montanans want land protected
but differ on how to reach goal

By KARL PUCKETT
Trinune St Writse

Moncarans ire looking fore
wiard to face-tosface mestings
with the country’s top land
“gnager this weak 35 ,

S, Intericr Secres

2y Bruce Babox
¥isis 1o rmdk about
mansgerment of e
Missauri River
Brenks,

Babbirt's iip 72 Bie B i
Sky could Be sanesl -
in haw one of e Babbin
state’s crown jrwels is
managed in the 21t sanrary.

Ar Bahbivr's recuwmmsnds
nem, Fresident Clinton has
created fout mew nRationatl
MERUMeEnIs in Mo srates His

" year,

‘Some are wendering il the
Braaks I3 next,
"1 think there prs a ot of

peopdes anxisusly waiting o
henr what the jacTetary is go-
ing t0 %ay,” said Huge Tureck,
a Farmer and mmncier from
Calfen Creel, who hesded &
jsend advisory coescl Gt
srudied Bresis man-
sgemaent lor Sabbit,
Na  pronounce:
ey acc scheduied
during the tecretity’s
weond wp W
stare in a pear. Bab-
bitt cansed & streich
of the Missour last

rng.)
w&fﬁclm with the
interfor Diaparement sand Bu.
resy of Land Managumaent say
the ety s mistion if sile.
Iy to listen I different sides
hefore he makes up his mind
o what's best for the Sreaks,

Maewtings sre planned Tusw-

day sl Wedinegday i Grea Fully,
Lewisiown ang Pas Benicn.

Tihe genernl coseensud 15 they
WS W rowet That 2e03.” saitt Jobn
Weight, an lnterior Dsparment
sprkasmign. “The questest 15 how?
Busieilly, that's what thest discus.
slinrs e nisgut,”

‘the seorciiy with Lo & lesgR
recurd of nstioast mecument rocom.
mendanans wil fing, evess if 0o
nuugvement for the Breaks 8 inuni.
aeni, Asd 'y made it claar that in
sone faehign e wants 19 sratecs re-
e M pristing areay i e West
that he contents ste \Wreniened by
devglupmoent and avergse,

The Breakes 19 samng & handlt of
spois Lhat he has singded oul.

Babbiti says that e would raher
werk with (he 5IALE'S teograssionsl
delegarion an legiddannn crastiad a
Fusk) mpasgemont pregaription fer
the Uspar Mistourt, ul e basa't
ndod oul recoiunending 8 nedionsl
mement,

in recent nwaihg, President Clin
ten, At lnhbitt's recommencdation,
nas ured his sultheniy undar the An.
liquitias Act to am four orems of fed-
ars! lund in Arizona snd Catifenia
inle aiiona! monumoniy,

“Ha has siwsys suid that these ar-

zas arn priceisss, sn thnt he wouid
fike Congress 1o deveiog legislslion
i procect ihve “arees, Ml that he

‘westid g whalever he noedest to pre

serve snd peotect thass pricelesy ars
eax,* Wrightyald..

In Mentans, & 140mile siretch of
Unpar Missouri sod adjnennt Tedorat
lund culied the Sreaia Wl under ton-
sideratlon, Loesiey betwesny Fart
Bemon snd U8, 191 in nnrth contrst
Montang, ihe Bresks i kecows for its

soingical {restures suth as (he
ite Llitfs, uniquely sheped clifly
that towes aver the rver, 1S stered
bistoey includes the Lewis snd Tlark
Exnedition, which paddled . hrough
the reglon almost 200 years 8

‘Five sacreinry asksd Tureck's BLM
sdvisory councd] to study massge
mant of the Breaks ani? five him &
T omcsasty in gt o Lhe
pressrved, jeulary in
upearnin gi"c:uzcmﬁal of ﬁtfuw
amd Clark trip, which already is cre-
ailng additinnst chugr trailie,

The council came up with
suggesiony, wiich Jabbitt g e
bracod, but membies coulin’l sgres
o 24 entine naw lunsd designation in
B tapoet that thoy (Wened oer in Jan.
LT R

Muntana's congressional delegs-
tionn and Gov. Marg Recieal alse bave
baen cool lowsisd 4 new designation,
waying Montanans heve Iong protact-
ed tha aron and can be counted on to
adgress [utyre management chal-
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lenges wih a5 inorensed toursm

In 3 sEstemend released o sdvance
af Tug Mantuns rip, Bobbitt 1aid he
WA MEehe 3 pTUMibe (O tolyen o
18tk abmy the Mitsnurl,

"1 laok fereaed (o warking wils
you (o recngnize v groai qualiies of
hise spectaoular goud ursioue ardd, and
ansure (hae it peceives the protoction
and carg it iF deserves,” i sutres
tury suid.

Monisreas on hath ridex of the
dasignailon issum sny they've cuonur.
wed by Ihe seereiary's ¥isiL They're
louking forward 1o lobhying Dabbia
i perzeon, Inlorexl groups ave ane
couraging members 1o e oue in
force.

"] know 5 lol of prunis fioms the
whole siesich of river, from Fart Sone
tan i Winfred, feel the sarme way |
do,” gaid Mait ¥Knox, a ranchar
heads Missour! River Slewards,
which oppores & sew designation,
“we would like the Tt picy (o ait
dowmn with i ang Jdiscuss our cone

carns,” _

Laxt weei, Knox atill was huging to
it o spot on the list of peopic wha
witl get to winit with Bubbit ot the

sreadlar gactherings in Fort Benion
end  Lewigtown Wodnasday., He
Wanis 10 impress UPGR the secretary
that rancher Dave i5ken good cace of
e fand for decades and onn Sonidne
ua 1 do g0 without more fsderl
nalen,

Jim Vasee, presideidt of the Meds-
cing [thver Cance Ciub, 52id the mas
jurity of Hs J00 members support
nationel monument  designaiion.
Vance suid increasing lourism is
damaging tw river, .

SSihout some active manigeinent
down thare we Link it's guing 1o e

¢ bud for the river, evironmen-
tally ang essitaticatiy,” he said,

wtock said Babbitt already has in-
forvaed the agvisery council tint he
acceps many of the i manage
ment rezommendations thel f

a? mnchers, conssrendlunisty,

cuaniy st siate offleiniy ped inclun.
ITY Pepresenistives LN L with,

Topping the Lxt wap that imdision-
al uuns Da msintdined, such o g
ing, hunting and fiahing, And hat
management corning in the hands of
the BLM, Ancthet key sacummendis
tioss vk that Lhe resourss be proiect-
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PUBLIC MEETING: Sruce
DAk sl COnt I DuUbiic get.
ny Boraaen TR 2983 5m
Tasday = g Fne Ans Coninr
Iateer Al g Linamesity §F Gegdi
Futin Fabtnh wnl el with s
smailer groups Wodnesidy i Fon
Bentor aog Lawhigwe, Dnialy o
e LN RIEET AT BR SRS 1O ik
NS S WaneRy

B .. . Tt b

ed {rum tog aulh deveiopmend angd
VRIS,

“Tise key queszion s, ‘Cen woe do
that wilkout detignadan ! Does gesyp-
natian ode i the nrobiom? That's the
debaia boing sade nght now”
Tureck «aid.

LDave Mart, on gma DLM manaonr
baasd in Lewdstowr, said Ushhin
WA T WIE & aalori fas Dol 1 et
# (eal fu2 the leved wisd it of oo
vaiapont, Wheiher (w allow congine
ues gas preddudiion was 3 Giking
puint fof the sdvisary vuuncil

The meeting ia Sisomt Falls is apen
it the gereral public. The analier
gatheands in Fan Bemwon and Lowis.
towns Wil fnclicie telacied Aembers
frum variuus interesi groups.

*One henefit of 1he snall musting
is morn of an intimasie disoussion
than you oin get in a2 farge pubii
meeting,” Marl said,



B Tricune editoria

Babhitt llkely to get an earful ...

it promised (o be & opeesar
ing meeting tomorrow night
when Interssr Secratary Sruce
Babbirt comes 1o towmn,

Thase wanting additional
proection for 2 {43-mile
vorerch of tne Missour! River
sme himg 2 the possibie saviar
of Uyeir Caiage,

Others ses Sim 48 an 2:ubas-
sadar of big fovernment,
soms to Moniass e strength-
¢n fuderni contral ot the ox.
pensa of parsonial freedoe.

A fow conspiracy theoists
even yaerr ha's coming on
Sehaif of a push-hush UNX,
mission 1o v ceadel of te

. YR vl 10 s shadowy
interiativanl cartel

What's got people 5o
worled un? The future oas-
agemeat of the vireteh of M-
sourl and adiscent lands from
Fort Bentan exstwiard to the
¥red Robinson Bridge on U 5.

Sgpweny LIL

s a spenraculariy seenic

area that inchudes the popuisr
White CLlTs stretch:, badlandy,
pruirie and roiling halls,
Tre promise
W of heavier
A LIS Usa,
cotmbiond with
the possibility
of Rurtver s
L deveispment
and subdid.

pwrzing for adgitionsl federsd
gesignation that will mainain
and protect what i predomi-
nantiy o wikd ares.

Oehery — soms of whom
nave iong enjoyed the povi-
lege of using public [ands 3k
muoet exclunvely oy dwirown
profit — poeh.pool the notios
that the nver i Dvestened,

‘They want thingy o stay
just the way they are, thaok
oL

Rut that"s not lmppening
and i's naive ¢ Aage that the

just as it shouid be

riuer oan Be frozes in tme,

Thaty vy we sugport in-
¢reased protection or the
Missouni,

Thst's wity the citizen-based
Central Mantans Resaurce
Advisory Coundcil hay studied
the iasue at length snd solicit-
#¢ opinions from hundreds of
MonfEnara.

Based in [arge parl on their
recomipendations, the folow
ing ¢ondidons should be in-
shded in whatever designe
dan Babbitt eventually makes

» Hunting and fishing will
guniinue 1o be allowed,

# Grazing will he considerss
& legitimare sixe of the land,

® Je Siix il be prohibited
from e Ld3aile moeec and
morsrhont use i conatinge to
{5ce restrictions,

 Commercial recreational

law for more Conservitinn
aasenents alsng the rivar,

& The Bureay of Land Man.
agement will seak additonai
fundas w0 assist Taral communie
Ted and amergancy services
affecend by incrensedt (gurist
8273 &azzms he Lewis and
Clark biceatennial,

» A two-yesr moratorium o -

new iver aufirters will he u‘m
plemtented.

The desigratcon also musl
atddrsy the issuss of o and
ga% driling and other devel
opment and commerviaiizs-
tion alang e srecioyy soretch
of river, Restrictions should
be mmplementnd, where ap-
propriats,

Sabbiet will face a tough
crgwd Tuesday ughit.

That's good. The presetice
of s0 mazy peopin from so

avertijghty will be barned
along the river corrider.
& Tha feders] governrent

will appropriste fuads 1o al.
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enany backgrounds il
demoastrare e how impars
g e Missousi River s 1o
Moriaoans.

Venue could be problem

The srganizers of
tomG e sight's
Fomtor Secrery

jor Secreinry
Hroce Babbity sched-
uled the wvent for 79
P in ter Fine Aty
Center thester 1t the

' Unxmgyemm:

23 it iy -~ CAB SCCONY
madite the potsbie

crowd,
That's 5 shame, 0y
preciafly &inee Habbitt
bas hoen ionting thia
P ¥ &0 opporuIni-
y 1o get input from

" maey Montarans,

His iy wentingy in
Fort Benton and
Lawistown will be
mmm

Eftbmlsn&y .
sz o Ml of mews
irg (hix (0 & Digger
facility — the Civie
Center Convention
Center or & high
!Mwm
for example - i

. mﬁdiﬁamm?d-

-
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Babbitt promises battle to close pumice
mine

By Mark Shaffer P —
The Arizona Republic » )
April X6 2000

FLAGSTAFF - The
huge, 100-foot-deep pit in i
the foothills of the San
Francisco Peaks was
anything but the way
Imterior Secretary Bruce

Babbit remembeted his  copray secakuku. former chaiman of
childhood jaunts inthe  1ne Hapis. and Bruce Babbat,

forest. sacretary of ihe Interior Deparment
talks about the damage dona to the

when [ saw what's going %:gglcan Pumice Mine norih of

on here.” said Babbint, a

Flagstaff native, who Click here for a

visited the pumice mine
calfed White Vulcan on $l}i‘d§:h9w ;}f more
Tuesday. photograpns.

In bis final year in office, -
Babbint is putting all of his weight behind an effort 1o oy w©
clase the mine, which produces the light, chalky material used
i producing stone-washed blue jeans but which
environmentalists say defaces the area, creating a scar that will
last for decades.

But while 250 protesters at the mine cheered the effort, it wont
be an easy battle for Babbin, who has moved recentiy o
solidify his environmental legacy, carving out large parceis to
create the Agua Fria National Monument north of Phoenix and
the Grand Canvon-Parashant National Monument north of
Grand Canyon, ‘

The Sierra Club has made the
White Yulcan Mine its
showcase target i is national
campaign to change the
Mining Law of 1872,
Organizer Andy Bessier of the
environmental group's Save
.the Peaks campaign has also




»alisted otficuals of Indian
(ribes jrom throughout nonthern Anzona, who oppose the
mining on religious grounds.

The baule pits environmeniaiists against 1wo long-standing
.adversaries: the powertul American Mining Association and
Western senators who enthustastically back the 128.vear-old
mining law. -

The law. passed w help produce precious minerals for a
Hdedgling nation, szl allows mining interests 1 ¢laim and mine
land owned by federal taxpavers for $3 an acre if they can
prove there are marketable minerals on the site. They can then
later patent the land for a nominal fee.

Babbitt said he wouid demand once again that Congress
change the law. He said he would also be working with the
U8, Forest Service on a process to have more than 70,000
acres of the San Francisco Peaks removed from mineral
activity. Babbitt also said he would be pleading and cajoiing 1o
convince Tufflite inc. of Phoenix, which operates the mire,
that "it's time 10 go home.”

[€ that doesn't work, Babbint said he would be poised for "a
rmajor political fight”™ 1o have the Interior Department given
imminent domain over the San Francisco Peaks "o terminate
this sacrilege in the courts of our land.” .

Ed Morgan, manager of the White Vulcan mine, said he's
willing to give up the mine if somgone wants (o cough up $10
million.

“We've walked land trades with the Forest Servige for the iast
decade, bui those 1aiks have never gone anywhere,” Morgan
said.

He said Babbitt would be opening a "huge can of worms” with
mining interests throughout the counury if the federal
govermment fies 1o claim imminent domain over the mine,
"“Personaily, | just think that Babbitt is blowing smoke and
trying to play buddy-buddy with the Indian wibes,” Morgan
said. .

Allen Jones, a Navajo tribal member from the community of
Leupp and a heavy equipment operator at the mine, was more
¢ynical about the protest. He cailed it another example of
“Whitz people and the federal government screwing the
Indians again.”

Jones stared disdainfully at a group of Native American
political and religious leaders gathered to hear Babbit.

"A lot of those Native Americans haver't worked a day in their
life," Jones said. “They're just being used for the White
people's agenda. They are all so concerned about the sanctity of
the land, but they wouldn't hesitate to put us inthe
unemployment line. Are they going to come up with a



wevent-paying job for us if the mine closes? Yeah, right”

Jones then pointed 0 the summit of Maount Humphrevs. "Thev
Seep saying. Save the Peaks) That's ke 20 miley from here,
We're not tearing Jown the mountain, We're not evan in the
mourniams.”

Heach the reporter at .
Mark Shafferd ArizonaRepublic.com or (602} 14430587,
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A landmark recommend

hunk of Colorado
could be designated
national monument

By Michanl Romans % A
‘;’:1;; W,;g?n:;;;&y;%?m;;; e

WASEINGTOR - inlerior Scc.
retary Bouge Habditt, true 10 Bt
woed, wail econunend that Prgs-
wient Chinton desipasts & Kage
shunk of land in Coloeads as the
satien’s nowes? natioasd enus
asgnt,

Babbitt ¢nnde Ris ntent tlesr
during # visit st yow 1o the
pristine st in squthwesiern
Colutads ~— approximaiety

104,000 acres in Montozuma and
Dhahieres counties flled with uls
tural and historic weasurey, Hy
cluling the Tbled Anasazi ruinm,

Hea said Monday that the rug-
god canyon lands are “rine for
considecation”™ spng with the
ernlogicaily diverse Sods Moun-
tain, near e Dregaa-California
bordee 12 become the Bith ind
sixth naional monuments s o
croaind by Glinton this yesr,

Lalorade Nopublicans. includ-

1 Sen. Den Nigitiwrse Camp-

21, have sharaly sriticized Clin-
tan'y ude of the 1908 Antiquitien
Act, whickh sliows presidoniy
wide Iatitude to damighstc
patignal ranswinatly IR clstict
land ose, ncluding prohilitions
on mining and logging. I could
50 extend w0 grotiag and the
ase of recroationst vehivley,

“We ahscluisly oppose the
gresident’s invocation of the Aa-
fiquiting Act,” said Jamay Doyle,
Campbei’s spokesman. "Obvi
oukly, we& oppote Any simides
actinn in Lolorade, We donr't
tunk it incorpocates the Tequis
sits amount of public inpuk.”

DENYES BLCAY WMOUATEN KENS

Babbitr's suggestion last yeay
131 the ares wirriried protess-
23 wialus triggered 2 baldle wih
LCampoei), who wied 10 sidestep
Babbitt by sponsomag compro-
mise legisiation to make tha ling
1 nationgl comservilion aresd.
Campheil's somewhat less.
rasincrive plan wig intended to
placate canchers snd Armers,

But Camnpball abruptly aban.
doned thar sompromise ibeut
three weeks igo hecause of
STiping by “axtceme voices” on
both gidas — local property
owners and busisesspecpgis on
one hand; envirpnmental groups
on the athee Neither seemed to
ke the senator's prusosal,

“it's unforeunats that the local
afipry wasn't there (0 prevent
this local taking,” Doyle said,

In adig ot local property own-

“I :

U's unfortunate that
the local effort wasn?
there {o prevent this loegl
loking.”

w jgmat Dovie,
Fen, Caronel'y sncuesman

@

ers, Doyle said, “If thay didntt
like hiz {pational cenpservation
area} Bif, they're going o love
the nationy) monumsnt.”

Mark Pearsan, e Durangs-
aged chairman of tve Sierrs
Cludb's naticast wildlands
Lommiittes, said the environ.
merdal community " enthusiast.
cally” enderses Babbic's action,

“{t's not unexpected,” he
t3id. ““These are certainly
worid-class, one-afakind oul.
ural resourzes thyt deserye the
highest level of protestion.”

_ He said thece (s little practicst
daffere_me‘ nsetwesan Camphail's
conservation propossl and Bab.
bitt's pisa o confer matiomal
monumant statyy on the land. In
noth instances, ha said, there
will be incressad restriction on
the use of off-rosd vahicles.

Pearson added that the
designation would alse allaw
Babbitt 10 argue move forcehily
for an iscreased budget o help
Manags an arex he said hay try.
ditionally been underfundad by
the interior Deseriment,

The one ares of agresmeant
on Al sides” ha said, "is that
this srea seeds more money and
more seall”

Lontact Mickast Romens 2t 2302 438
2718 we Ramanomienns.com.

hm A m e
A8 25
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5


http:monum,e.nt

THE Rasancms Pog?

Do-It-Yourself Desert

You re on vour own at Arizona’s new
Agua Fria park. But that’s good.

3 JouN Bay{ey
SRCius e The Bamngiea Pagr

Dua Fria Navoaa Monw
ment, 71100 acres of dey
g1t 40 mules norif of Phow-

ik, harbors an areay of
planzmzﬁmulsmaimmw
perennial river (rare @ Arizoma},
mies of o foup-whmnt-
drive/mountain Siking/ Tukisg srails
metmmm
ufied cache of 13thaemtury Indian
pueblea and rock sarvings. Yet thia
newly demignzied park has no viss
ons centrr, st Swithes, moy
fumMath

T, which overasees the Mone
L. doesn't want o pubbciee the
. Indian ruin jocations o the genersl
public.
%zzz’spmhrmahckmfbud
mariating and infrastracture (hist
mm{mégua?mwdh&;mm
is 2 ccraggrly expanee of gulches,
mmtmaay}érymbe&
shadovrd by twe massive e,
witich in trn are bisecsed by the
sorementioned watprwary, the Agux

President Chinton crested the
gemunent fan 11 o heip protect
the inciay vestizem ffom soyven
gers and (he river canyon oy min-

g, devsiosment and zbosive e
auaw}m The arem is big, almost
mdumafmbw&%
umins,  but sot  uaiathorabie
rouglt, tagk not unattainable: snd girk
rert-door precyy, il net i
beautifdl, And considering 2l the at-
nmwm:mmuw«n.
796 183 ‘mies to the morth, Agua.
Friz stares looking Sestry and betser,

Birding your way sround the place
61 exactly ensy Eartier s month,
o4 twy (et A s © deove goremm
Peryy -Mes mour the sariCs atayss
adge, waves of whitislevellow fodve

mlnwdmzbewmwm‘

&mwﬁwm;m
PrOaTKRiLOnY. were ying to pick
the correct mvaried ool o

This descyiption came rom B
Criteon, 2 Bureau of Zand Marage
mewt plenning and environmental
speciaiist He and Bis colleagues wilt
Givuige men Jocations on an (ndivid-

Raix; the reluctince 1 broadeast
the information stewms o aumes
ous dnauthorized digs by freelance
“archaciogista” shrough the yeara

We followed Gibson's  mag
through  bouncy  fourwhesidrive
country. paried it e snd of the
rsad s ascended 2 el Wl
whatioew,ﬂtumdoichmm

mdmmmul’hmm ‘
mmmwdmm

cong.

pestius Sezzrdny afternoon, withaz
anotee person ar selvicke iy sghs, The
M&mamww
nonth sod west by & deen Trrove
Sy Cronk andd to dhe south by a B
fewms siguificxnt gich,

To the sant lies the wide lum
me, 3 lonesoune, exponed Morino

mmmmwm
bmmmh&ar,mwam
wenving through & oo of
ad mesquite tashien, 3 desers oy

cenary Rarting his evening rounds.
X medmmd(mn-
cent} lnmen  habitatico—bolet

boies freckiing the few rosd signs
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herd ot wlerrun amcle ngers, |
arsome of anodriphers nag 3
<ouple o1 pasang SLVe. But o s
few haurs, the monumen: wemed
Surs dione, We might as well have
an the moon.

And,  you'se willirg o walk for ¢, 4
Wit worth of sobinxde Twars
Agva Frin Thousasds of acres of the
moNuhenE are ot achabee by the
dosms o % jee roads t?m e

Aguin xcung on an insider's ad-
vice, we hiked down Badger Springs
wash toward it junion with the
Agua Fria River, whare, we'd bewn
wil stuntningly preservnd pewro-
gyphs (agecld pictorial carvings}
adomed the rocks

A faint Mot of 2 stream dampened
the revise, quenching satches of
Leven graw sycamore wilows and
cononwood trees, wre feet from
wmmmmmmm
cactuA clung 1o parched nills,

Where Baciger Springa was & sog
&y teavse, gie undammed Agus Fria

River fowed strong wvd free, Ak

though it's narmower and more shak
iow than Washingtan's Rock Creek,
the river struck 3 seductive pose, &
sparkling emeraid ribbon winding

down from the mess o hew thedr art
like freeringe wwlnw washery,
Then surning and ek up the
wash, ¢ saw them o £t rock oes
st 3 fow oot up the Nl fand of
course, in are's reaed of 2 persoa

T Fasuisoron Posy

sanding on the ground: abowt
three doren etchingy of mammaly
iarge {¢lk?) and syl {mice?), peo-
ple. e et aivd other scanes,
Though dimost § century oid. the
work fooked a6 frealt it took me 3
whtile 1o appreciate what 1 wia see

éimoipnmﬁftmmm
And right there in fromt

orummm

phaques o oty visitors,

[
———

Heonning 2 awenpnent
wwmmmam
el fis MOrEIIeO STIDM [reteras
D v st sy
ng rative Ssh gwcies
e river), hiking, biing. four-whes-
ing tod oxmping. New axiting

tbew&&mmdlm
%Mwmaaymm

AFR 30 am.

establishweed o

We were seeXing 4 way out when
we saw three of the momwnent's
stuldyy cortomwands, e of the ani
mals (2 trenages. by size and tempes-
amwent) abroptly charged fom the
passenger side. Unsure ¥ our dam-
age waiwer coversd cow rTTings.
wé hit the gas, the bovine 2 pursuit,

[ won't sty { was scared (crash tescs

s oo trapred o the wash, Ra were
ieriatvely regacing oar tacks towand
& 2 rexred ity vt and sorted. s
with gremt restraint that 1 evirain from
a M {rwe joke heres§

Hours larer, a0 we iy inowr tent. 2
baritone “fec” perosd the night,
alarmingfy chowe 1o cangy. Not quite
the call of the wild, but [ taie 2
oery of swemrungy tocriits oy Sy

Jokn Briley last wrote for Travel
about exploring Poname.
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A Gem
Field of

Rocks

Beneath Its Surface, the California

8 Wirizax Boorn
Lisamieran Pou Yiod T

PACIFIC GROVE, (i,

# his Snal months in the White House, us

ing the powsrs vested i bim by the An-

tiquities Act of 1908, President Ulinton has
besn mzldng 3 series of prociamations W e
sre that America’s magnificent landmarks
are preserved, So [, the preaidenl has pro-
rected hoary groves of gant waquoits, ather
worldly volcagic spires, grand cunyons in the
painted deserts,

These are splendiferous landscapes, Post-
cards printed by God. They are s no-
brajers. Wha doesis't wint to save thotsand-
vear-old trees? Raise your hand,

But the president sifoped in 3 few cbvious
chowe wher he created the Califorsia Coastal
National Monument, described in the short.
sard of news AOOUNIA~-when thiv ifew
thought of a momanent has bees mestioned &t
albwz3 3 brpseh of wet rocks

“These are small, uninhabited ishanda” I
tarior Secretary Sruce Babbilt conceded
Dacember a8 he tried 1o exphlain to the palbd
indoot types of the Whsle House press compe
“In fuct, many people think of thim as rocks,”
e scknowledged . . to laugheer

Hut these rocks aze in ot subkime,

At first blush, the presidentisl proclamstion
seema audacious, ke lsscing the wind, 2 Zea
koan of Executive Order, becaase it's hard to
desoribe, axactly, what is being preserved A
naticoal park of stone? . :

At the urging of Rep. Sam Parr (D-Calit),
who Keeps 3 house here on the tosst aad had
repeatadly failed 1o hawve the rocks declared 2
wildernmss ares, the president guve federst
protectioa to every island, pinnacle and ex-
posed reef off the entire coast of Lalifornia

Exempting those isets already undey othes,

%

THE Tashrsoms Prae

sppeeseding stewardship. thal's svery rovk That »aes
#xve the higlewaler mark, begnning st stshges oy

a1l YOl up vou? 30T Ind walk 16 1em; and axtensing
10 the continental shelf 4 dozen mules owt, Thars 40
maigs of coasthine, 28 the roven diss, and many, many
IS,

The inventory Includes Sroadshouldersd, puno
sfeaked sacks the size of 3 K Soreet office busding, Oth
«;ze oo rigger thas 3 couch, with just eqough space for
s

Question: How maay tacks?

Answer Unknowable,

Because new rocks [oreves continue to appear. as great
and seraf] cobides rumble into tha surf from the blufls. and
a5 others are cleaved and split. reproducing from ene into
two. and 1wa into three. And others disappear, erased by
erosion, swallowed by wave and water like doomed man-
ners.

{t s hard to conjuze this coast without the cocks. Thay

'mmmmdemmm,mw

tachapnber Stom water world to lind world, Here in the
tisdal pools s whees e snvwered an evehtionary g and
dasiead {0 grow hungs and breathe iz, and 5 & story o
lang s oo familiar dotell Imd to s, .
rocks give scale to the acean. They offer data Som

a mile awsy aa vou Mand beside vour rental car o6 the
coastal ighway, on how unpacific the Pacifie car be, evmy
on 2 cabm foggy morning. This long jagged lee shore still
scares the bepmus sut of sailors, and it is the rocks that
seare them rmost of 2il. The place is 3 graveyard. Gold
Fleecr, Yankee Blade. New World .

The rocks are hoat-caters,

Torhatotes,

Yom can enake your way down through the spring wild
Arwers to a saddy beach and conteermiate the rocks.
Whiert hie swel ani] the wave crest cormes, you il
bear the Brewoeks 3 long way away: the startled in-
Balation, the mciingwnand sound of the recoll, the
b of the wave shock as 12 hits the rock, then the rising
and falting spray, the sigh. 1 is 2 gugic tricks The rocks
turs bhae water white, ’

e
—

in the conter of ail these urges and g, aff the secrt
semsal and predatory golngs-oa in the hicdea crevices, is
Stanford University’s Hopking Marine Statiog in Moo
tevwy, the second oklest ssch lab in the counery, after
Woods Hole, [t was fowndad by the uatversity’s frst press
dunt, wha was himaetf an ichthyologist, a fish assn,

The sun, hidden all morning by fog, is out agxin when
Alan Baldnidge comes to meet us. Baldridge waa for many
years the librarian at Hopkina, bit now be is tetired, and
recent medical challenges have left him jeaning a bit 10
starbourd, 20 old ship but still aflioat. In his vircie, beisa

r asturalist.

We tzke 2 vest in the seaside tbrary, and thraugh i bay
witdow, Baldridge points out douilecresied cormo-
ants, western gulls and the black oysteratrhers warking
the 3i7 abervs the rocka,

MAY -3 TG

Coastal Monument Is a Deep, Deep Thing
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T Lo 2 oud g a8 mange il and bright red
“drtags” Ce o fere TThenr nad i oniged e achisel ang
TE A eTelichety Maett it el the addunts? Muscles.
=1 the trssels, Clas and lmpets, and—-niph—they gob-
He them up.” He sngles ot the fine detail waork of evoly
LT

The courtly Baidridge is most sleased that the ks
have sarnered interest fow the wider world They are
irsparant habitdt fr hundreds of thoutands of seabirds,
&3 tans. -eals and Stters, wiich have all made a dramarie
racovery alang these shores,

Baldridge notes that the rocks aise offer. along their
shetwes, tfe-shelftering tdal poois, | | . The mentios jeads
him down 2 rangeot of memary, 10 stories dbout 2 marine
Siclogist who worked here named Ed Hicketts, zod his
riends, the aovelist John Steinbeck znd the religioas
scholar Joseph Campbeil

Rickeres i3 the least known of the three, all desd aow,
but he is the most interestinge=a KIeNtist, moystic, wome
anizar, bohemian tad the character Doc in Sminbeck’s
bocks, He and Steinbeek would sit sround at mght and
philosophize and get tight on chesp jug wine down oo
Monterey's Cannery Row, where Rickeriy ran his Pacific
Rivlogical Laboratory.

Ricketts made his living not in academia. but through
the hard work of coliscting specimens of the overtebrate
sreaturesof the tide poois for wae i classrooms. He called
the subjects of s life’s work “the good kind sane litthe s
imals.” e waa the lead author of the 1539 sciener chpmie
“Betweer Puchic Tides" stilf used by marie biciogiste
3nnd ane of the Grsi popular works not oty 1 introduce
tha public tos thye tide poois, Bt 1o see the racks aad pooks
aaznecnwﬁimaminmumed‘tzmmm’
and, zx be wrote, "poasbly the gz profibe lide tooe in
thse werridha Delt 36 thickly popailated that cftes st ooy
ia every square inch of ares utilized by somve plavt oy s
mal but the competition for attachment sites is so keen
that animals settie upon each other—plazs grow whon
animads, #c snimals upon plante™

A rain forest in d puddle,

But w undersind what i going on here, ww have 10
keiow about this Ricketts and Steinbeck went together 0o
3 [ahous collecting trip down the coat, which became
the subject of the 1951 work “The Log From the Ses of)
Cortez.” I the book, the two men describe the sane St
© animals they collected, bot they aiw gave fesh 1o Rick
atta's id&mmmwmmw
andl ro '

For too long, Rickets beliaved, science had been the
province of scadenics he devided s “drybalia," chinicans
obsessad by "2 workd weinkled with formaidelryde.” who
cataiogued bt did oot describe the pwe, the orysieries.

Ricketts was iftes bigger game,

[n a new introdnction W “The Log,” Richard Astro,
professar of Exghith at e University of Central Fiarids,
wrpte that Ricketiw's thirst wan t0 undersiend not the
sarts of He but the sy Ricketts described it a2 “resk--
ing through,” seeinsg fife 28 3 whalewein te pooi and
rocks, i the Sopbouses and bars. in & ovstercatcher's
eyeball 1nd the seal’s cavdoody bresih, Kicketts called the
obiect of s hunt "the deep thing ™

it's whist the rocks tpught km,

mp—
gy

Later in the afternoon, whee the tide i3 out. Hoplkins
bislogist fimm Watanabe takes g5 cut snong the tide poole
and rocks. A hard-bodied man, an expert diver, wesring s
Fard Trucke gimume cap and hip waders, Wittznabe noints

-
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out 3 padkway of stones that leads Zom the Sus above i
the poois beiow “We wall these 12 preadenna sieps.” he
2xplains. The scientists put theen i & vear 480 Serore Bill
Clinton and Aj Gore visited, How did the presidens e
thit pocly? "He seemad 10 enjoy them,” Watanate recalis.
“But. you know, he reaily didn't have much e,

mgm’ﬁzmofmmmk&d gray, brows, dlack and .
white, sneezing and snooring like spent hunting doga.
?ﬁtguchmmbmw.&mgobacxwm.%hep

froom, rack 16 roci, sareful not 1o shp on the mats of graen
sex grass beneath our mbber boots comes the sousd of
acorn basnacies, popping and crunching ke grivel,

We zpologize. bur Wazanabe says not 1o worry, “This 1a
orse of the toughest habitats on Earth ™ ke explains, “You
can see how svervhody here kas managed to nail thess
seives down [0 hold on” The creaturss here are exposed
ot anly U poupding waves, but the clockwork of Gdes,
wiven they are alternstsly covered by Basts of iomcold wa-
ter, then expossd in air, shen (¢ 3 heating s Une
prompesd, Hatarabe quotes Steinheck, “He called the
tide pouds Bever wath life,' "

Watanabe points out 3 wube soad, which ayins, csets
net of mmcus, then reeds dack what it catedes. and black
st snaily, cirvered with 3 species of Smpwt Duie lives
ity whohe life grasing on the algae that grows 60 its host's
hack, fe cpon life, s 2 Ricketss wrote.

There sre cbscenely shaped sex cucumbers, 3ad sea

‘squirts, sea spiders, sea hares, sea lettuce. We siop 6 ex-

anine 2 starfish ghaed 30 ¥ crevies, 2 large specimen
whose hustrous purple dody ook like 2 velvet cape cow
wred with sequins, & real roek star. Wataruise goeses that
it is 30 years oid. When people pick them up, and carry
thews it to the beach, their colory inmediatedy begin to
fade. Ry that point, they 2re siresdy dying.

*Ok, gver here, there are sonw gress snads [ want
show youl® Years in the pools. and Wakapabe ix sill g iid.’
"These are o4 limpets.” Lotiia piganisa. Fach ove, a8
big around a3 2 silver dolisr, is holding St to the exposed
rock waiting foe (e tide to come back.

*Pew how sprewd ot they are? Each owd Smpet vorwe
clounly defends its oy paattire of sigae, 28 ares (hat Rick.
wrta jn his “Pacific Tides” revesied was 156 square inches,
which the limnpet lreps trimmed 24 short as & suburian
lews. itors are driven zwgy by feroe but slow
motic tetties, two buiidosers pusiing for all they are

warth,

How has this piace changed smce Rickettn collected
here, Watznabe is sokerd. We shondd pay artentioe to the
answes. It scemss e composition of species has shifted—
dramuticaly, rapisly. It once way a conriisity domtipated
by Northern aniinais, axi now is coe owrned Iy their
Southern rebatives, *Coesn wirming,” Watsashe shrugs,
a8 i, you ko, ghobal warmming—ever beard of it?

Whem be thinks about what cther things have changed,
he sayw thus: thut the days of dryball science sre ending,
that socm the obligations of our species will be seer thore

Masning what? “We know 2 ko of stulf oow,” he says.
“Not svergthing, of course, bet we krow how thee 200
systems Ametion. We know what makes them healthy,
30d 50 e question 5 what are we going to do sbout it?

What are we going ta do about 22

“Long after we'rs gone.” e says, “nature will figure out
how t0 recover from us.” :
The deep thing indead,
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NAME IT AND THEY WILL
COME: Park Designations
Rake In Tourists

BY PATRICK
IOSEPH
UNIVERSAL
PRESS .
SYNDICATE
Last October,
a smail
ceremony tack
place on the ; Grand
- ! (e

?;:;gg' ;} f ! Carvon-Pamaghsarnt in

I Anzona is the newas!
Black Canyon of BRIy B 8 Durgesning 1T
the Gurinison list of natianal
River. a monumerits. The
spectacularly political hot Um
narrow, dark] seams popular
onﬁn:us ci@:ﬁy pubks, {Buroau of Laod

Management)

that cuts through
the Colorado Plateas. The occasion was to
celebrate a promotion; that is, ' what had been a
national monument was suddenly a national

park -- Colorado's third, the nation’s SSth.  *

It was a big to-do for the locals. And judging
from the carperas trained on the dais, the press
was well represented. Joumnalists earnestly
seribbled in their notebooks, trying to get the
meaning of it all. The subtext of the day's
narrative was obvious.

The puoliticos wouldn't say it af courss, but
-all the gold Montrose Lion's Club vests
gnderscored the point: This was 3 victory party
for local boosters, a campaign (¢ get more
vigitors to Montrose and more tourist dollars
into the town's economy. Only Ken Gayle, a
former mayor of Montrose, putitin plam
English.

"People plan vacations around national

Today's
Headlmes*

i
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purks” he sald matter-of - fxetdv, "ot nattenal
Poenumens,”

[t seerns that Montrose, Colo.. which fancies
itself The Home ot the Black Canvon. had
grown weary of watching (ourists pass thrrugh
on their way 1o trendier locales such as nearby
Qucay. Telluride and Silverton -~ charming
little Switzerlands micked away in breachtaking
aipine splendor, former mining towns now
given over, heart and soul, to the defining
industry of the New West: tourism. How was a
cow own in the valley 1o compete?

The answer seemed 10 be, “Name it and they
will come.” or rather, re-name it. Gayle had a
point, after all. Fact is, most Americans --
geographically illiterate that we are -~ don't
Know a national monument from a sieel guitar,
Any modurately informed sixth-grader could
narne at least theee sational parks - Yosernite,
Yeltowstone and Grand Canyon immedistely
come to mind -~ but national monuments tend
1o draw a biank,

If we think of them at all, we're liable (0
conjure Mount Rushmore, with its looming
former heads-of-state -~ 2 monument in
anather, more raditional sense. We don't
readily think of Mount St Helens, Devil's
Tower or Muir Woads, all of which also carry
the designation, There are, in fact, more than
75 national monuments grraved around the
country, aredas that, while spectacular io some

" way or another, are generally smaller and less

varied than their better-known cousins, the
parks. :

In January, President Clinton added three
MOTe MODUMENES 16 e fist - two i Arizona,
oae in California - a move roundly interpeeted
as a legacy-builder. Whatever the motivation,
the action effectively doubled the protected
area aroutd the Grand Canyon with the
formation of 1 million-acre Grand
Canyon-Parashant National Monument in the
so-called Arizona Strip north of the canyon.

As for the other two: 70,000-acre Agua Fria

-National Mopument is intended to protect an -
archaeologically significant area from rapidly

encroaching Phoenix; and the California
Coastal National Mooument protects every
rock, reef and island that pokes above mean
tigh tide as habitat for animals chased offshore
by generations of intense human settlerment

SATE ST S T 1.8
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aiong the coast. Acreage is nearly impossible |
o caleuiate. but the monument sureches the
tength of the codst -- 3l 840 mules -- uad spuns
an arez |2 miles wide.

The move was greeted by the usual :
anti-federal putery in some Wesiern :
statehouses, but it seemed popular with the
overal] public, even in Arizona. [nan era of
rampant yrban sprawl, iU's hard not o be o
favor of open space. Morsover, the land was in
federal hands to begin with. Formerly Bureau

"of Land Management {(BLM) lands. all three
monuments merely sighify, as one BLM
spokesman put i, "another Jayer of
protecton,” namely, mining, logging and
off-road vehicles are oul. Existing grazing and
hunting rights can s1ay. In an unusual move,
the land will gven siay within the purview of
the BLM, rather than transferring to the
National Park Service.

In February, Secretary of the Interior Bm@c
Babbitt announced plans for a third kind of
protected status for pudblic lands, somuthing
called National Landscape Monuments that
will revolve around large ecosysiems, rather
than one s:gmf‘ cant landscape feature or

“euriosity.”

5o what, if anything, does all this mean for
the recreationist? After all, the land was
always out there for those adventurous souls
who wanted to see it. Stepben Trimbie, author
and former forest ranger, gives at least one
significant difference: “There's the interpretive
quality that 2 monument adds. Liniess you're
intensely motivated 1o educate yourseif, don't
think you're going 1¢ got as much out of
visiting wide-open BLM [ands.”

Given our disconnect from that land, he's
undoubtedly right.

Moare Information

-» The Buresu of Land Managemeat may be
reached at U3, Bursan of Land Managemeat,
Qffice of Public Affairs, Room 40615, 1849

C St N.W,, Washington, [D.C, 20240, (202}
452-5128; www. bim.gov.

-- The National Park Service may be
reached a1 National Park Service, 1849 C St,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20240; (202}
208-6843; www.nps.gov,
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DS MUST OFFER MUCH MORE TO SAVE ARIZONA DESERT

It's on Babbitt
to make land
deal happen

wonth 3go we implored

Gov, Jana Hull to look

beyord politics and fo
cus upon the public benefit of
a possible land exchange with
the federal goverument,

She's done that.,

Now the ball is squarely in
the court of Iatericr Secrotary
Bruce Babbitr, and with the
end of the Clinton era apw
proaching, the clock is ticking.
1 Babbit's idea of 4 swap of
federal Bureau of Land Man.
agement Land for state-owned
trust lands is to be realized, it's
up to the secretary, a former
Arizons governer, w find a

way.
Babhbitt has pared down his
want Hst of stats trast landy
that he tays would be under
the domain of the BLM and
protected fram developrent.
Hia sights arw au conse
and 790 acyes o

as such, their values are high,
Establishing so large a pre-
serve would be a lasting lega- -
¢y, not just for Babbitr bur for
the Hull administrarion as
weil, It's the pight thing to de if
a fair deal can be worked out.
That's a big “if,” becauss the
STArS mnst receive in return
approximarg value for the

. lands ¢ would relinsuish, Bab-

biry thus far has offered Ari-
o only BLM lands in
sxchange, and state estimates
put the value at iass that one-

" ranth the value of lands that

the feds would scquire — $46
miltion vs. $704 millicn.
Obwviously, thats oot a good |
donl for Arizons. In titns, led o
eral holdings conveyed o the
state would be sold or leaned
for development, with the pro-
ceeds earmarked for public ed-
mm“mw.%nm
shart of approximats valoe
sonld s legal sticky -
mm

agwm Miumm
mwm & up
ditference. That was part of
the deal that Babbitt forged
with Utah Gov. MIks Leavitt as

compensation for Utah lands : )
encircled by the Grand Stair- (0
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THE ARIZONA REPUBLC

lmerior Secreiary Srace Btht:m wmtommmscmomin Art
zona, Qut he !mwmk.ithapmwlwngwmnm%mw
arnersent ix oftering for te lands.

case-Edcalante Nadonal Moai-  ideas on the tzb!e for the

megt state’s consideradon, .
The state has raised other . This is a grand opportunity
possibilities *fram the re- to eatablish 3 couple of braath.

motaly possible 10 the absow taking preserves defore it {1
ltely outrugecus” i the view  too late. Of course, there

of Babbitt's staff. They include wowid have to iron-ciad gusr-
lands under federa] buildings,  antees that, once transfeyred
wirich the state then wouid to the BLM, the lands would
losse back to the fods; Forest 5ot be used as trade balt for
Service lands: rights 1o more . deveiopment, and Congress.

- water; relief from critcal hab  would have to give its blessing.

{tat designations; and debt reo- The opportunity for some-
wmmcmam t&ngspmﬂnmlﬂ'am
Project. . iet the idea of a state-federal

Babbitt ought 1o recansider  swxp fade for a lack of antes
and put A mix of these or ather  tisa,
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Babbitt may push
2 more monuments

Oregon, Colorado officials concerned

By Augrey Huosen

THE Manm G TIN TIEY

fntemor Secretary Bruce Bab-
it sangd yestarday he s SyQIng Twe
new aress for nabonal monumernt
designatinn, despute heavy cril-
ie1sm from lawmakers who say the
adwumstration 15 gnoering lecal
opeosingt ts the proposals,

Mz, Babbin sard “at the top of
the list” for new maonument recor-
mendations to President Clinton
are the scologically diverse Soda
Mpusntain in Oregon and 165,000
acres containing indian rains in
southwest {olorado.

Mr. Babbitt said both were “ripe
for consideration” 1w become U
AAh and sixth monuments craated
by M Clinton this vear He did not
say when he would forward his
proposas to the White House.

Recreation such a3 hikung and
horsshback riding wouid be sl
lowed, hut off-roed vehicies ke
dirt bikes and snowmobiles would
b resreicted and fogging and mins
ing banned, ’

The atministration’s use of its
power 10 CrEste new MOnEmEnty
has been harshiy cnticized by R
publicans and at lesst one Demoe
crat, Rep. Cal Dooley, whone Cali-:
fornia districtencompasses part of
tne Seqguois Navonal Forest Mr.
Clinton recently ansounced,

Mr. Dooley said he was “deeply
disappointed” the Clinton admia-
1stration ignored strong opposino
by iocal residents. He sald moa-
ument designanons restrict recre-
stion and development and are Wi
tended to boister Mr. {linton's
environmentai legacy and im-
prove Vice President Al Gored
SupPOrt ANOng environmentalists,

Local officials in Cregon and
Colorade also queslion whethsr
monument stars i3 nesded in pro-
tect Lhoss arsas.

"ir couid elminate all of whe
mulitple uses ~ grazing, tmber
harvest, recrealionai vehicles —
anything but hiking,” said Jus
Kupiilaz, a county commissones
wha tives cear Soda Mountain, “if
this area is so vaiuable today, and
we've had multipie use 3il these

years, why should we change it

now?”’ .

Oregon legislators werg con-

cerned that an engoing public pro-
cass to protect 3oda Mounlan
might be interrupted by a sudgen
decision to designate the area 48 2
mocnument.

“I hope that [Interior
Secretary Bruce]
Babbirt will consider
[that] a lot of people
depend on multiple
use of this land.”

-—.Rep. Scon Mcinnis

A spakeswoman for Sen. Gordon
H. Smith. Oregon Rapublican, seid
he was disappointed to hear the ad.
ministration may be shori-Cit~
cititing the public procass.

IARY

Ottice of Communications

APR 25 200

“The senawr would iike to say
he's parprised by (s, Dyt he's hone
astly a0l 3ad spokeswoman
Mary Healy. “This 15 jugt Clision
trying 1o leave g legacy, and unfors
tunamely Oregon i2 ground zero”

Cotorade officials, who have
been discussing how 1o provect ane
cseny indian rums in he snuthwest
corner of the state, had heen
alected hat the admimstration
frught designare the area as 2 na-
sonal monument,

] hope that Babbin will ¢on-
sider {that! a jot of people depend
on muitiple use of rhis land,” sad
Rep. Scott Mclnmis, Colorado Re-
publican.

Mr. Clinton has created five
rmonuments and expanded anather
— Pinnacles Nationial Monument
in California « gince he first took
affice by using the Antiquities Act
of 1306, The law gives presidents
emergency authority o peotect
threatened federal lands or "oty
jects of historic and soentfic in-
tereys.” .

Mr. Clrton has set aside more
than 3 million acres & nationsi
monuments, more thas any pres.
tdeny in history. «

He created the Grand Staircass-

Esceninnice in Utah iy 1996 Grang |

Canyon-Parashant  Arizons,
Agus Fria in Arizons, and the {all-
fornia Coastal monusment in Jan-
gary: and most recentiy, &
318 aryre nanonal monunent
in Californias Sequois Nagonsl
Forest.

» This armcie 1 based in parion
WirE SEPVICE FEDOFLS.
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More Monuments? Babbitt Considering Land  Tassdar Asnt 25
in Colorado, Oregon

28460

BY MATY KELLEY
YHE ASSOCIATED FRESS

WASHINGTON »-
[nterior Secretary Bruce
Babbitt indicated
Monday that he is on
the verge of
recomumending that
President Clinton
declare new natignal
monuments in Colorado

EMARIL TS
ARTICLE

and Qregon.

A swath of canyons
dotted with Amertcan natiorial mosumant. (Ellen JaskoliRociy
{ndian nuins in Mountain News)

southwestern Colorado

and ecologically diverse Soda Mountain near the Oregon-California
tine are “rpe for consideration” to become the fifth and sixth
monuments created by Clinton this year, Babbitt said.

Clinton has created two azw monuments each in California and
Arizona this year, prohibiting mining and {ogging in sequota groves,
the Grand Canyon watershed, an arid Arizona mountain valley and
hundreds of small islands in the Paeific.

Rabbin has discussed recommending the Colorade and Oregon
monuments before, and they are now “at the top of the list” as the
Clinton administration works to fill out its environmental legacy,
Babbitt said in a welephone interview. =

He would not say precisely when he would ask Clinton to declare

the new monuments, ‘
© The 1906 Antiquitiss Act gives prasidents broad power twp create

rmonwnents and decide what uses should be restricted there.
-Clinton's monument designations have banned mining and logging,
and restcted off-road vehicle use.
Both proposals win cheers from snvironmentalists and opposition
. from some local residents. ‘ o

"It cowd eliminate all of the multiple uses «- grazing, timber
harvest, recreational vehicles -~ anything but hiking," said Sue
Kupillas. a county official near Soda Mountain. "I1 this area is so
valuable 1oday, and we've had multiple use ail these years, why
should we change it now?"

Western Republicans have repeatedly criticized Clinton for
creating national monuments, saying the president has ignored the
wishes of Congress and local officials to lock up federal lands.

“This is not about the environment. It is about the constant abuse



5f power by the Clinton-Gore adminisiration.” said Rep. George
Radanovich, R-Califl, the chairman of the Western caucus in the
Haouse. __

Babbir has been ¢penly 1aiking about monument
recommendations to officials and residents in owe areas for at least a
vear,

"1Us an abuse of the Antiquities Act. but iU's happening and [ think
we should face reality,” said Republican Rep. Scott Meinms, "Those
counties down there are real dependent on multiple use {of federal
fand]. and a monument reaily locks the gate on those lands.”

Babbiwt said he would have preferred congressional action 1o
prgéet:t the area, but “it's the protection that's imponant. 1ot the
label.”
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Monument is the ﬁnal step in protecting

e e o A L L

the stately sequoias
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By John Krist _
SenpprMeliatohy Wantrrn Service

fl‘izzcymnaimeiazm trees In ihe

worid, or even in Californis Thm
distinetisn belongs 19 the radwnods,
3parng more than 54 fest (nto e misy
North {oast sky. Nor are ey the oidesy
bnstiscong pines in the White Mounthine,
gnarled and patished by the wind, saow and
suitight of 40 centuries, ovwn 1hal Mie

’ Byt g sequotas combine Dok Aid sge
I & pECRAES S0 oyerwihaiming that their
effert hardly can S convaved i words of
protographs. Thicker and lesy tapered an
e reinted coast Fedwond, saquDins are the
arboreal champlons of sheer mass . To
siand in 2 gove of the ancient gianes, which
can reach J00 teet In height and sxceed (00
fset in circumference, s & suffer o
strambliag of the serses. Awe I3 reason
encugh & protect moet of the remaining
gant sequoiam by estabiishing s new aation
ai monuwment ia {alffornin's mountaing, M

Pressgent (linton ansounced he ictends o
da.

50 is rarity: sequolos grow saly oo mobst,
gianated siopes retween 5,000 and 7,000
teer in slevation, and occupy caly I3
scatiersd proves in the and scunh
ernt Sierrs Mevada But there alw are
urgent politiest and blological remacns for
the declaration. Despits their Mme and
more than a ceatury of protective sffaores,
glant sequoins remaln inperled, That hag
been et statuy slmost €nos white men
Arst mumbied across them

¥nen reports of Hhewe remtiarkaiie trees

began to uickie out of s Slerrs (a e mid- -

(8008, the initdal public respore W

dishelief. Thi quickly was supplected by
e urge @ chop them down Loggen
aIed over the mouniains during the
Gaid Rush. feedifig te mining camps’
smtable appetie for jumber, and ey
cageriy ambraced the chailengw of feling
Edrfh'y most mamive trees

it could take several days o saw by hand
ihrough & mature sequala, and wien it felf
the srittie wood often shafterad 98 Impact
it remaised intat, Me Tuak was x
Enorcus At & coatid oot be hantied ysing
the primilive tachnoiogy of the day, sad
ORRErs 30nelimes used SXpiosives to brosk
1t into snadier pleces Up 16 795 percent of &

- Sequola downed tis way was ; the

mwmmmm*
sakes and rmoling shakes
nmuwm&rnﬁom
treargre, ike shooting a bisck rhino tor ity
xora, or 8 wisle i make pet

food of iz fesh The wasteful precties

sopped o the 15508 only when the mom
scoewible rermaining

Bt te threat to sequoies did ot eod
with thess =fforty #t preservetion

Althougn mature gianly have not been

feling i deondeq, Umiher Barvest continues

in Sequoin National Forest, which includes
sholit dalf e remalning saquain

tatll tespended

and 19808 by & ssties of lawsulls and

froves,
y i e 1380n

giants [solated o patches of cirarcut. Sven
oday, forest saminstrators Mtain e
awtharity to allow such sctivitiey under e
guits of “fuef reduction” o minimbze tre
hazargs = # great irony, sinoe sequols
reproduction requires perlodlc fire 1o clenr
e soll and stimmulaté seed relgans.

Log@ing hear e trees may dooth them
2% surely, if not a8 quickly, as outting Wem
outright, Sequoing iack taproots, relving for
watar and Suppart on A aetwork of fne
roots spreading 180 teet fram the Dusk mit .-
penetrating only 3 to § feef deep, Detuded
Hopes Lose ey suriace MOre & SVapo-
ration, depriving e trees of waier, Heavy
jogging equiptienl compacts he soli ang
damages e rooty. Weakened and robbed
of the bufering effect of ihick fores
solitary sequoias sufter the full force of
winter gates and become vilaarahie (5 ihe
oy {orce capshie of killing them. hlow-
down,

‘e proposed cationsl motument would
oud commercisl iogging near (e segquolas
kad protect the brogder NogyKem o0
which they rely, [t fepresaats the Comipie.
Han of &8 &¥ort begun i 18390, when
President Besimnin Harrison -~ hemiing
tis pleds of Johns Mulr and Visails newspe
per publisher George Stewart — withdrew
76 sjuare oxiies of forest 3and from public
sals, protsciing the heart of what waud
iater becnme Sequoid Nadonal Park

To conservationists. 11G years may see

& loog tme. To a seguols. almesdy B
totsand years 5l whes Christ wes born, it
i inconsequentisl.

13
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BLM lands need protection

By jim Sane

residest {lnton riggared tred citen

of g "war ok the Went" rom a handiul

of paiiticians when hie recentiy crenss
e nadonal monumen?s on Bureau of Lagd
Management isndacapes. These chinetions
imnored e et Mot 73 percant of Arieona
resdentsy favored the gew Gmad Canvon
Parashant and PerTy Mess Nations! Mons-
ments. And st 77 percent of Wesernen
suppant Cinton's Use of the Actiquities Ay
o aTABS) monusmenty genersily, Alightly
more (i&n (he enormoy sverage unational
suprorn.

A S mm&tawwwdty,
applaud Clotos for creating modumens
and I hope he prasoribes ore, Yot m
toroer director of the BLM. [ belinve thow
ACtons shauid 8ot overshadow (De reaiain.
ing 260 million sCres e agency manages
in e Wesers i, ean nearty
aquai to thal of Me National Prrk Service
gaa US. Forest Service combined,

These BIM lands includge 14000700t

penick in Coloreds, Utah's Redrock Cane

yous, tie iotely Satin and Range country
of Naveds sad the Georgia O'Heeffs
deserts of New Mesico. Mining s8oad
vehicles, ol development and urban sprawi
ail thresten thews poblicly swoed tands..
. 1t ts estimated that spprogimataly twe
iiras of wiat was once wilderness o BLM
iang 10 the contiguois oales is now gooe.

The rooty of the BLM wildsrnes (sos
reach back o 157, when Congrow o
. structed the BLM 10 inventary ail of ity land
ang o sfeguard pristing srves waill Coo
gres made 8 Bonl wiidenwas decision.
Instead, e BUM omittad miltons of scrw
of deserving iands from iy survey. Subee-
guent wark by coossrestion - groups 1o
Oregont, Utad and Wyoming dernotstrabed
thal two 1D three times mors wildernom

EXISty than e agency cinifmed. The BLM iy
o8 4 sigw codrse o B OMore calghicned
management srategy hat valuss wilder-
acw, End now admits Aaws (o i old
jnventory ‘work. Bt despite imis welcome
transison, millions 6f wilderaes aores
Congres iniptidad 10 be profeciad remain
open o developrRant because the originnl
study wns Bawed,

BLM iands hold Lnigue a5 Uripertant
i, Tha BIM oversees 4 msliton 1o 44
millicn archaeclogical Htes, e “arpes,
mogt vxried and scientifically most unpor-
wrt hody of cultursl rescurces” (n e

U These Lands hardar 238 pinnt -

andg

He” tpecies. Anitiope, bisgn, bighorn
sheep and el s 90 million scres of kay
rebitat o e tower 48 stabes and 400
Spmesies of $oeg Birds rely oo s 175 milllon
acredk An estimaled 85 perowsd of e
Wmt's widiile Gependy (R TIDUNAD Arens
for their survival the BLM sdminisars
180,600 miles of riparian-ined sreans and
18 militon screy of wetlasds,

BIM iands oeed protection. Deted pisoa
allow S1LM [snde prised for recreation ot

romerisl udien wiich B how 2143 tww
ol wolls came 10 e drilied op BLM land in
198, Dut hikes and al-imrmin velicles
tesr across frmgile sols dus to BLM
decisions to cioee only § peroent of By Uaade
0 s abuse,

Clintne stould direct the BLM o >

plane, wh public
theme lands Decsuse the work will tke

ftme. the Budied lands should nisg he
iemporaniy witharawy from muung and
olt deitiing in order (o preserve planrung
opniess pending compleson of the iaven.
fieizl— 8
Thez public alraady suppons Yise coucapt
A recent raticnal 56l showed tha: suton.
wige 56 percent of Amencsns favor proe
fecting the sstimated §8 million acres of
BLM widerness i the Wesiern gaies
A president Cun sdablich an anduring
mﬁc jands fegacy, dewsiis M dati-etvi.
oument Congress. Pramicent Theodore
Roosevelt sstablishied 95 mililon sires =
Naticaal Forests, ¢rested % wtidilfe pre
serves and fve sationst parks. President
Larter wt agide more thao S milllon meres

a3 nallonal manumients and WHkdrew as o

additonal 100 mitlion acres from develop
mant,

Prasident (Hnton can sunilarty g s
minmsEative powery (o pisce & motsionium
against deveioprienl on e one-Rird of
BIM iznd estimated to uwill quality as-
wildernes until e new (nventoriey end
plans are compiete. Tots withdrywal would
et e BLM afresh on » paid of ecoiegh
cally and legally sound management, and
rexuli in milliovs of acres saved that would
olfurwise remsln vuinersbie o ol welis
and hioes. Fature aof Amer-"
cane would benefit, just ¢ ioday we enloy
ha vistonary scoumplistismests of M
denty Rocsevel! apd {arter. e

M Jim Baoa is mayer of AlbRcgtaarqus,

NM, He srvad a3 divector of tw
Buirecus of Land Manogerunt ender 7
Prevident Clinton. He wrotz thisfor
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Seeking to Safeguard California
Mountains by Way of Congress

Related Articles
Narurai W

Mﬂ‘m&s}.mm

Forum

loin 2 Discussi g .

By BARBARA WHITAKER

ALM SPRINGS, Calif. -~ Postcards from this desert sesont
town often feature a golfer in full swing o a lush course,
driving toward a majestic mountain rangs in the distance,

But if the two make picturesque partners, federal ufficials are
weighing how best 10 secure the future of the pristing mountainous
backdrop as the demands of development and tourism increasingly
encroach on the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains. .

President Clinton has put the mountains on the shor list of areas that -

he would consider designating as national menuments, 3 move that
would make them off limits for any purposes that would change their
characrer.

The possibility alarms some landowners womed about propenty
rights, and developers concemed that i would have an impact on
projects around the base of the mountains, many of which command
top dollar. )

But in an effort (o protect jocal interests as well as the mountains,
Representative Mary Bono, Republican of California, has introduced
a bill that would confer monument status through Congress instead.

* The biil, now in the subcommittee on national parks and public
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ands. tned 0 idress focal concems By 3ssuring, for example. thi
o profeat e penmelerns with resinclions on use would be vreated
sroundthe twnumen:, and thal manugement of the monument «gukd
not chunge as the federal gosemmant deseloped a comprehensing
plan ror the area.

"We've been cery encouraged.” Maolly MeUsic, a cocunselor io Bruce
Babbitt. secretary of the [aterior, said of the Congressional effort,

Officials hope the legislation will be more paiatable than a
presidential declaration. Private landowners hold about 35.000 acres
within the 272,000 acres in the proposed monument area. and
developers, the Agua Caliente Band of Caheilla Indians and state
and focal officials al have stakes 1o protect. The monument
designation directly applies only to federal lands. about 130,000
acres.

"We're beginning at the grass roots rather than the sdminisiration
coming in and saving we Know what's right for you.” said Rusty
Payne, a spokesman for Ms. Bono, "Monument 15 a dirty word
sometimes with Western Republicans.”

On April 15, President Clinton officially designated 328.000 acres in
California as a national monument (o protect sequoias. it was the
fifth time that Mr. Clinton had ¢reated a monument using the
Antiguities Act of 1906, which allows a president to change the
status of federal lands that have scientific, historical or architectural
significance. He has also expanded an existing monument,

President Clinton has now protected more land in the lower 43 states
using the act than any other presideént.

All the designations have been in the West, But some lawmakers
angd local people have accused the president of misusing the act.
which they say was intended to set aside much smaller areas, and
they see his actions as heavy-handed and detnmenal 0 icx:ai
inerests.

Although the stecpness of the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto
Mountains makes them nearly impossible to develop in many areas,
dcvaiog:mm now reaches right up 1o the toe in several areas and
extends into the mountains in some places. Pressure to build in the
area is expected to increase as the Coachelia Vailey, which includes
the desert towns of the region, grows to an estimated 475,000
rasidents from about 317.000 in the next 20 years,

The mountains are used in a variety of ways. including cattle
grazing, sightseeing and recreation. They are also home to
endangered bighom sheep.

Private property owners ar: said to be evenly divided over the A L’"
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designation.

‘The people «who ure 2gainst the monument or are womed sbout it
are concermed about intrusion on propenty nghts.” suid Ruth
Watling, who is chairwoman of the Pinvon Community Council. an
advisary group for the property owners,

Those supporting it are worried about intrusion from the increasing
number of dav-trippers and tourists who visit for hiking. hunting.
horseback riding or otf-road vehicle use.

The habitat in the area i1s quite fragile. Ms. Watling noted that it
dated back as far as 12.000 vears, when it was tall pines. Now it is
home to pinyons and junipers. which will not regenerate themselves.

“It's really rare to see a seedling pine.” she said. "Kind of horrifying
and intriguing to watch.”

Although much of the land is already held by state and federal
governments. traditionally there has been little financing for
management and conservation. Bill Havert. executive director of the
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy. which has pushed for

" monument status, said such a designation would not only raise the

mountains’ profile, but would help to secure increased federal
financing to buy private land in the area.

"We're not ultimately looking for the national monument designation
to protect all lands from development,” Mr. Havert said. "We're
looking for the designation to at least maintain. if not enhance,
Congress's willingness to fund acquisitions from willing sellers.”

But private landowners and others who have interests at stake say
they do not believe there is any need for the designation. Instead,
they see it as a federal land grab, which will result in access
restrictions and loss of property tax revenue.

"We already have protective measures,” said Larrv Paul, president of

the Mountain Coalition, which represents private . aterests opposed

to the designation,

"I'm all for protecting the environment,” Mr. Paul said, "but we have
everything to lose, and I don't see anything to gain. All that's going
to happen is the limiting of uses we already enjoy.”

Addressing such concems was the purpose of Ms. Bona's bill, said
Mr, Payne, her spokesman. °

"Economic developrent is very important,” he said, "but so is
reasonable land management and environmental policy that
preserves and protects. We are running out of land in America and
Southern California, and we are leaving nothing behind for future
generations.”
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Babbitt ponders plan
for Craters expansion

Grazing can fit into landscape, secretmy Says

By Racicy Garkcar
Tha tdaho Stozemmwin

ARCO w5, interice Soc-
wrary Bruce Babbitr saw for
nizrsetf on Tuesday & mdes of
hardened iava Sowrs, e caves
arsd cesolate desert lsndacane
& hopes 1o protet.

m:mmmg
Sountry exiending south
Craters of the Mooe Natioond

Cm'm!y only A3 sguare
mulew is in the Craders of the
Mooe Netions!  Morment
erenrex] i 1924 by Prestident
Calvin Cocdidgn.

“Twant to e if we oo S
£ COTIMICn vision o the jad *
Babsbitt said. 1 wang to henr

men consider G a0ty DOBES
e Tt
AD

ikl roqury congy
mmmgmw

approvel withiz rwo yesrs of &

presicens’s sstabiishonent of a

(OORAPLE.

So before e carne to [dabo,
Bablsitt calied e Idabe con-

gressional deiegation to iet
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'HanuiG hope & Wiey seoposs 1o 80
wmetung o dahio ey miohude the
seopie of (he Kate and the congres-
naral delegancn,” Simpscn said,

Bagtuey mes wh fdaha Sacreeapy of
State Pere Cenarrusa and other
ranchers who graze Catle and sheep
w Ladlaw Park. a grasstand souts.
west of Crarers that i§ survounded by
tava fows.

He said he would returmn to tour the
area mth the ranchers in a few
WeeKS, .

‘Geazing is an scologically appro-
priate use tor thar landscape.” Babbmt
said

The ranciery were cautious, hows

syer.
T Tamn Peavey of Carey wants o
ienow how & weuld affecr his opera-
uons. But he sees I omonument aa
sringing economic henefite {0 e
%

largery sgnochursl area,

I it doesn’t change % e, # wonsid
be goaxt for the lrde tows of Carey,”
Peavey said

Surnunding
wrged axpansion of the momopent or
upgrade o naronal park starus for
ars,

¥

Former U8, Rep, Richard
D-Idaho, introchuced a bill o
ﬂ&mmmmi&amm
1989,

Craters curventty attracty 225,000
vigiors 3 yedr. Expansion to nchude

Ny i Sertomman

souther tava Jows ke Xngs 3owl
aad Vg lgvg Jows Doser o inter-
gne 38 could srng moretounes ‘o
g AR

Burone Sanonal PN Sere op-
mosec Stailings Wil part cecause i
aliowed hunong and grazing 10 con-
nnue: Babtat sad he 5 Tudnng ex:
DARSION 4t the Wianon of former
Tov. fohn Evans, precidentofthe D 1,
Evans Bank i Burley,

Mage Valley businessmen navs
urped expanion 2ad southermn acomes
Y URETGVE 1L 0 that area. BaR
cthers question the need for addinen-
al provecsion.

~Notan Bowen of [daho Falls said

the governmant already has enough
sontrol over the tives of ldahaans,

*1 dom't thinje people would destroy
thirgs a8 much as they say,” he said

In remarks Tuesday to the City

b of Boise, Sen, Larry Craig, R-
kisho, craicizad the Clinton admunis-
TRtion’s use af the Antiquities Act as a
heavy-handed spproach 1o depriving
Americans of public lands withowr
(raig said most of the fands in and
around Craters of the Moon are al
resdy procectad and aren't threatened

development,

ngy‘{'?w rick dlue lava rock might
sarneday Decome popular duilding
muterial, Babbiry said Designation
a4 a nanonal monument would with-
draw the land from mineral develope
e,

“Yous never know what the theeat is
el #'s toq late” Babbpt said
“Maybe the sucosssor 1o Jiny Wat wil

§ -

e ‘

£

3y A should aucnon s alf”
The Naconal Wijglie Fecerancn
sryeq Premicens Chamn on Tuescav
Y S 1 Bt N T SH{TW .1
I e Cany ONFANGS e SoutIwest
GENO 48 & nAtonal monument,
Babbur saund the Owylees are not
currently on his st of areas undse
study. Aad for him and the Clinton ade
TUIURIAnen, U ook s Wkng fur
designanng more natondl monu-
ments

“%‘v{:g:x Derwgern now and Jan 21
000

- Statesman reporter Ken Milier
sontnbuted (0 ths seport

Group urges Owyhee protection

The Naticosl Wikile Federation  sagebrush sisppe grassiands sre
Psiciart Clowon on Tussdsy o managed by the U5, B
% desigruis e Owyhee Caryons reeu of ™he
VIR 28 & Patiorl MOnument., QrRssiEnas 450 Qrazed by Ivesiock
The inrgest membec-augported  and the rivers am popuiar for
WWRONTWES] Jroup cited e s oiders,
wnce of %y 1.3 rvlliorracre SCeNIC oty arfacts dethng beck 5,000
arew s Scadfrwost idano, yaars and is home (o the nation's
bemon saene of e most 7ug0ed, - populetion,” Johnson seid.
Spiring soiary Country in the imenor Brocs Babbitt -
e cerasons e progrash % m%fwmmm
the fecleration’s o o i ass
grassianc
The simec canyon lands and - ROKy Barkoe

-nr.-s,.
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Babbitt proposal
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What is a national
manument"

M It T A N el e R
sat asice Jy e Presdant ,rc:er

“& e,

OOty SHg AnhCuines Aot ol 1E0S
m \«_, | CRATERS OF = Isitanational park?
‘ RS 33 NATIONAL | ~ Kot reaily, rougn the Natonal Par
V\ MONUMENT f X Serace aominusiers Most natoral mony-
1.‘1 A!ca E gy, Onty Congress a0 e3tataen 3
i ..:.5.. nauenai park,
T el he What area does
i%;; e §10 /é,“, Babbitt want to expand?
: F, { Craterg oh Kings WE _ Cratars of the Moo National
;f 93* the Moo " Monument
: ; N » Sha: 33, 545 aczaa
S : > Vigitoes: 225 000 anruaily
W > Ertrance tees: 34 cer vanicla,
\\\ 281 QASON BN DiCYTle, mmme ar o
r toat,
» Superintendem: Jarmes \Morms
._ Ii i For more information
/ Falls #ww nps Qovicrma)
5 Adaress: 2.0, Box 23, Arca. (3 83213
; ‘ Prone: 1-2068.527.3257

imtwrior

ot ths monumaent 1o include hrmations outside the monument alony

Sruce Babbitt visis idahe's Craters of the Moo Mational Moruimernt on Tussday, Walking
the Big Craters Ovariook, he talied with raporters and monument afficials about e possibility of xparciing the boundangs

TG Aawocormi P

alldng aiong e rim of
the Great Aift. The nft cuts south acroaa the [daha desen

4ntl DAS NUMEerous lava lormations but containg seversl areas of grassiand thit Could il e managed for livestock by the
Bureau of Larnd Managernent. He flew over 1e Ioimations in the moming.
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What Babbitt is'doing is right

By Jaft Widtn

Safeguarding what e have left
of sur unigue and fugle jands
scipe in Southwest Colorade gies
courage. Interior Secreuary Bruce
Babdritr is desmonsraing thas kind
of eaurags i his offors (o protet

the wast stqee of ancient nuins neat -

Larer It uafemz: that oth-
£1% in out commonity cked this
vind of foresight, and uader-
mined e local resident who
were working hard for 3 baianced
soluion.

This February, BSem. Bcn
Nighrorse Campbdall inroduced

iy “Lapyon: of dhe Anciens -

Nadonal Coracrvaton Area” bill,
While Campbell’s bill fell share of
whiat was seeded (o prowct the
vase armay of archacological st in
chede canyouns, it was & Tt Envie
roamental froups WUt Wme
dight issprowement u?‘ﬂu bill,
wut generally agreed Wil che city

of Corter, Monururea Couney, -

Skeli O, and the Cattlerman’s
Apsoctaden that tis legitlation
was 3 good vehicle 1o balaoee pro-
tection needs with malnmining
e ares’s rural charseney,

Bat fews thas wo mentss after
iroducing the NCA B, Lamp-

bel mdxdmw it Sadly, his decision
was influenced by 3 sall grong of
landowners who spread  fear
throughout Monteruma Coupnty
with sersdonalized steries abour
propie losing azcesy w thelr prope
2rty and ranchers baing rus outof
business. By dropping his mill,
Campiell gready dimaspointed
iocals who had worked 16 hard w0
devise 3 halanced wiutden, With
0o ! ive salutiow remaining
on the wble, Bablre muck 0 his
promise w0 ask President Claton
1 designate 3 nationsl monument
in e area,

Dexpite the loss of 2 workahle
legisladve approach, we remain

hapefil that 2 national menw-

menr will work for sveryone, while
provding real prewcdon for our

‘cltural heritage. Secretmy Bab

ki can ensure that the .motor
ment balineds these needs by
including severs] franires. Pristine
camyens wuch s Cross. Cahone
azd Squ?x?w shouid de
kent in an undipirbed sane.
Thase aress conmin the et
oppartunides 10 study ancicar
sites in their pamral secdng, and

choidd be managed 1o presarve
their remote chamcter, Oil ind

g2 devatopment should congdnue.
but be lmiced 8 existing vaiid
wsses. Most of the manumeng
aren is under lease araady. sg this
wonidat hurt e pousry, and
xemnpting e sl romaining
arca would give real proweton o
archacological dres in e more
remote cormers of the rogian.

Mainaining Southwess ok
arxdo's agricultucal Hestvie s aso
extremely IMporant 30 the motw
uznent thouid dilaw fos continued
livestock grazing, o fong a ic s
carried out in & manner that keeg
the land helthy With diese fe3
wmres, the matotsl Monoement
could pruvide auly Salanced oro
wegen of out dulivral hetinge
and mainmnance of Southwest
Caloeado's sgriculursl and raml
way ot fife,

It qites 2eurage 10 slnd up 0
harh rhendie, and do what i
right to prasest our land ind
ancient History. [t ket oven mare
w God the deficat balapce dat
will work for il Secrotary Havbitt
it doing just that, and we in Southe
west Caloeado should be graceful
for his ¢S,

Jett Fdom iz axvociata Jivwiom sfthe |

b
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"Emphaslzmg the ponod of
time after womaen save”

Tuesday,

December 1"‘“- Babbitt Plan to Expand National |,
. 18 Monuments Includes 1 Million 12,856,540
‘WDQX'TS Acres South of St. George Pags linptessians
Intemat Ydlow Fages Locki {
_ 3 ockirg to
, . - BY BRENT _ ,
’ ARG I (SRaELSEN Advertise Onling
a_ ot eoiivs | RIS Submit Ad Online;
i Al Merlmf 5 TRIBUNE
“SEarvd || |7 Interior Today's Headlines:
| nee m::'; SBiﬁ:‘gary
. ARCNIVE S Babbitt is
CUNTALT U ?)sklng .
' resident
Clinton to %'ﬁ?- !i
create or Eﬂ;h‘f-{"‘ﬁf“g i@én ! :
?nlaf ge in»lmcgmnebate .
our £rEeie, FRoE -x..-(.?[
national .ﬂj?(;h,m .;’fg; AT
monuments Différent Persuasionf
in Arizona T AR
and I:Millton? fi'g‘é*'; Y
California. r ATTEL
Babbitt's Arizona's Shivwits :
Av ”"ﬁs?"fﬁ w T
request Plateau is among B o
this week Interior Secretary Bruce ;Yurero['Barbaruus'
includes a Babbitt's priorities for '
proposed 1 designation as national
million-acre monuments, {Brent
reserve Israelsen/The Salt Lake
adjacent to Tribune) Jh.).‘a'-m.m'img
Grand Canyon National Park, about 50 miles | g*Catch 22" A“ﬂmr T,
south of St. George. ‘Joseph Heller; Dies of
The "Grand Canyon-Parashant National 2 HeartAtiack at Agg
Monument," between the Utah border and the Rt
Colorado River, would set aside lands once
recommended for inclusion in the national
park.
In addition, Babbitt wants Clinton to:
-- Create ‘Ehe Agua Fria National B Cintinent Cracked |
Monument,” a proposed 40,000-acre reserve by Collisign?*® —0“—«;, ™y
: e e PR
north of Phoenix. _ AHATRRRE R L
-- Create the "California Coastal National B Parochial-School - |
Monument," a collection of dozens of small Parents Lose Supreme;
islands and rock outcroppings. Court Bid for.State..+- 2
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istands and rock ourcroppings,

- Double the size of the existing
10.000-a¢re Pinnacles Natiopal Monwment in
Californsa.

A White House soutce told The Sait Lake
Tribune on Monday that Clinton is expected to
act on the requests "sometime next year.” The
reqiests are part of a larger push by Babbitt 1o
protect more than a dozen federally owned
areas around the West that are ecologicaily or
archaeclogically significant,

Of the proposals, the Grand

Canyon-Parashant National Monument is
expected to be the showpiece. Babbitt has been
talking about the idea for more than a year. In
November 1998, he announced his praposal to
preserve a 400,00C-acre chunk of land
northwest of Grand Canyon National Park,

He then held 2 series of public meetings in’
Arizona, including one at Colorado City on the
Utah border. Generally, the proposal has not
been weil-received by residents of southem
Utah and northern Arizona,

The idea for the northern Arizona
monument originally was given the working
title "Shivwits Plateau National Monument.”
The name now has eveolved to reflect the
well-known name of the Grand Canyon as
well as one of its large wributanes, Parashans
Canyon, whick originates on the plateau.

The monument's size has grown to more
than 1 million acres, with the increase coming
from the proposed inclusion of portions of the
Lake Mead National Recreation Area, which
includes thenorthwestern rims of the Grand
Canyon,

The new monument would be managed
similarly to the 1.9-million-acre Grand
Staircase-Escalante National Monument in
southern Uitah, .

Like the Grand Staircase-Escalante, the
Grand Canyon-Parashant would be
administered by the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation {BLM) rather than the National
Park Service, which oversees most other -

national parks, monuments and recreation
areas. The Arizona monument, like its Utah
counterpart, would allow grazing and hunting
16 continue,

Unlike the Grand Staircase-Escalante, the

b new Arizona monument would not be created

I by surprise. In September 1996, Clinton stood

| on the South Rim of the Grand Canyon and

invoked the Antiguities Act of 1906 10

designate the Utah monument. The action,

b viewed by many political analysts as an

E election-eve ploy to reinforce support among

Ald. .-
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environmentalists, shocked and angered most
Utah political leaders.

A year ago, Babbitt told The Tribune he
hoped Congress would give meaningful .
arotection 1o the area, but he did not nule ot
the presidental fiat, as provided in the
Antiguities Act of 1904,

Earlier this vear, Rep. Bob Stum;z, R-Arnz.,
introduced a bill that would create "nationai
conservation areas” in the Shivwits Plateau
region. The bill, however, contained language
that would have resulted in less protection than
the area gets under current management, said
Tom Robinson of Grand Canvon Trust, an
environmental group based in Flagstaff,

A companion bill by Arizona Sen. John Kyl
offered more protection, but apparently didn’t
satisfy Babbitt, Robinsen said.

The Shivwits Plateau region was first
inhabited by American Indians, most recently -
the Paiute. [t was setied in the late 18005 by
Mormon pioneers, descendants of

whom still run cattle on the plateau, About
13 ranchers, most of themn Utahns, have
grazing permits in the area.

Water 15 scarce, there are no paved roads,
and no logging or mining operations. Still,
Babbitt said the ares needs protection now to

| save it from future encroachment from growth

in southern Utah and Nevada,

EMAYL THIS
ARTILLE

W (np\u"hl I*N‘? Phe Sl |

\l“ | illhﬂ. '
m;:lm: perin

i

ston dren e

B S W W yEFID.CUIL E 2 0 15 Rt A BdEun_wliim

u

1214099 8.4 AM



[ af3

ATRE

Officials said the existing monument's

D

Pinnacles Would Grow by 8,000  Tusssay. Oscamber 14, 1999

Acres Under Babbitt Plan San Francisce Chyronirte
CHEUNICLE SRLTiONY

Sim Chronicie Sta¥ Wener

A Chinton admunistration plan 1o expand Get a printer-iriendly

Pinnacles National Monument by nearly 8006 version of this anicle

acres could breathe new life into a federal park
that in recent years has become increasingly
threatened by urban sprawi, federal officials said
vesterday,

I R
SEasiiN 0F SN L\_Z\-’l‘?\'i s

HELP DURING THE
| rouavy
boundaries are inadequate to protect wildlife L click 1o donate
including habitat for golden eagles and prairie

falcons. The proposed expansion also includes

the headwaters of streams that need additional

protection to ensure water quality.

The proposal, delivered to the White House
yesterday by Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt,
also would provide federal protection for
thousands of uninhabited rocks, islands and
exposed reefs off the California coast.

Babbirt aiso recommended national monument
status for | million acres on the northern im of
the Grand Canyon in Arizona, and 71,000 acres
near Perry Mesa and Black Mesa near Flagstaff,
Anz.

Under the plan, President Clinton would use the
Antiquities Act of 1906 to declare certain
federally owned wilderness tand as part of a
national menument - a designation that would
result in more land-use restrictions,

Babbitt's recommendation follows his survey of |
lands in need of increased federal protection.
The president is expected to act on Babbitt's
proposal early next year.

Pinnacles National Monument encompasses

- mors than 18,000 acres of mountainous

wilderness on the east side of the Salinas Valley.

The craggy land, which includes remnants of an
ancient volcano, was set aside as a national
monument in 1908, Pinnacles' rugged spires and
sheer walls attract thousands of hikers and rock
climbers every year. Others visit the park 10
view its magnificent spring wildflowers or

Lo et . .
Fid e ATV -ir;‘»‘@.»;l
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explore 1t caves.

But in recent vears, nearby land has been the

- subject of an increasing number of development

proposals. "As the Silicon Valley expands
south, we're going to see development move
closer to the monument.” said Boian Huse,
director of the Pacific region for the National
Parks Copservation Association.

"It shows why the Antiquities Act is a
necessary vehicle by which the president can
protect land,” Huse said. “In this last Congress,
we've seen that Congress has been unable to act,

nat because these lands are unwonthy, but

because Congress is bogged down in partisan
polities.”

Pinnacles is managed by the National Park
Service, but a large part of its watershed extends
outside the monument's boundaries and is '

- administeted by the federal Bureau of Land

Management.

Babbitt's plan 1s to transfer 5,948 acres of
adjacent BLM land and perhaps as much as
2,008 acres of private ranchiand -- the owner is
willing to seil - to the National Park Service,
which has more strict controls over commercial
uses such as mining and logging as well as
recreational activities including off-road
vehicles.

Earlier this year, Rep, Sam Farr, D-Carmel,
offered legislation 1o expand Pinnacles National
Monument. But the Republican- conuolied
House Resources Committes tabled Fare's bill.

Farr also introduced a bill that would provide
increased protection for California’s offshore
rocks and islands. But again, the House
Resources Committee 100k no action -~
prompting Babbitt to recommend that the
president simply issue an executive order.

The roughly 7.000 rock outcroppings that dot
the state's coast provide crucial hahtat for an
estimated 200,000 breeding sea birds, including
the California least temn and the brown pelican -
which are both listed under the féderal
Endangered Species Act.

Many of these seabirds once nested on or near
the shoreline but have been forced to retreal 1o
offshore rocks because of increased
development along the coastline, The rocks also
provide foraging and breeding habitat for marine
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mammals, including the threxiened southern sea
ouier,

Some of the major rocks and islands are already
protected, such as the Farallon {slands. which
are part of a federal marine refuge, and the
Chanrnel Islands. which constitute a national

park.

Babbitt's proposal would take every other
federally owned rack outcropping within {2
miles of the California coastline and include

them in a new national monument - with

enhanced protections against disturbing

breeding and nesting wildlife. The uninhabited
rocks would continue to be administered by the
state Department of Fish and Game, on behalf of
the Bureau of Land Management,

“These are smaller islands but more fragile and
environmentally sensitive,” said Bruce
Hamilton, the Sierra Club's national

. conservation director, "It is equally important

that these other islands receive protection
because they are just as imporant from a
scientifie standpoint.”

next previcus article in Chrouicle section

21999 San Francisco Chronicle Page AS
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Proposals would guard land

Babbitt submits pian to name monuments
while Clinton wants to buy ‘Legacy’ sites

By Randal Mikkelsen
Reaters

WASHINGTON — Federal land
along Grand Caryon Nationst Park
in Arizona would receive pew proiec-
ton under propesais made Tussdsy
by the Interior Department (o Creale
three natonsl monuments and ox-

- pand a fourth.

Ai a White House cepemony, Prest-
deni Clinton said he would meke &
deciston early next year on the ree.
cmmendations, which immediately
drew criticism from Arlons Ses,
John McCain, 8 Republican presi
dentlal candldate.

Clinton alsa proposed speading
$35 milllon to buy 18 sites of histori-
¢l or nafurat signiflcance uader bis
Lands Legacy [ndtiafive. The siles in-
cluded land surTounding the first
home of civil rights leader Martin
Luther King Jr. in Atiania and Aahitat
for sen turties amd manatess on Flor
ida’s Pelican isiand, where President
Theodore Rocsevelt creatad Qe frs2
national wilditfe refuge in 1933,

The propesal for national menu.
ments, announced by Interlor Secre.
tary Bruce Babbiti, would creafe a |
‘mitlion-acre Grand Canyon-Paragh-
ant National Monument io protect
the watershed on the notth rim of the
Grand Canyen in Arizona.

“The Grand Canyon is still not fully
., protected,” Babbltt told reporiers at
the White House.

The proposal aiso wouid designats

a 71,000-acre nadonal monumend

protecting prehistoric mock inserip
tons and anciemt rulns north of
Phoerix, and another wmonorment
covering thousand® of amall islands,
rocks and reefy off the Californis
roast that serve as habital for wiidlife
such as sea otters and birds.

Furthermore, the proposal would
expand by 8,000 acres the Pinnacles
Natienal Monument south of Sam
Jose, {alif.

Although the land covered by the
propozals is ewned by the LS, gow
srmment, 4 national-mongment des.
ignetion would put it oftlmby to
mining angd other forms of devel
apment as designated by Clinton,

McCain ¢riticized the proposals,
which would greate fwo monuments
in hie home state, &5 8 “unitatersl dev
cision” bypassing the people of Arizo-
na.-He said the issue should be re
Sotved through legislaton,

Clinton's authority to protect feder.’

al innds by establishing national mon
uments or similar regerves was es
tablished under the Antigoities Act of
1358 by President Theodore Roowe
velt, who set aside about 194 million
acres of land during Mis presidency
Chnton used the agthorily in 1908
1o create the Grand Stalrcase-Escs-
iante National Manument in Ulah.
Babbill said every president ex-
ceapt thres since Theadors Roosevelt

has used his authority to proieet feds
erad landd ynder the act. The three
axceptions, Babbift sald, were Rich
ard Nizon, Ronald Reagan and
George Bush. -

The sepurate Lands Legacy prov
posads were sent 1O Congressional ap
propristions  committess, which
st be cansuited on (e purchases,

Babbilt dismissed 3 that
Thesday's antlonal monument e
smmendationy were an effort 10 bol- -
ster Vice President Gorey environ-
mentalist credentiais for his
presidential campaign.
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Clinton Plans $652-Million
‘Lands Legacy’ Initiative

& Environment: President
says he wants to preserve
natural or historic sites—
including one in California—
from development.

By EDWIN CHEN
TIMES STAFF WRITER

WASHINGTON—President Clin-
ton on Tuesday signaled his inten-~
tion to create three national monu-
ments in the West—including one
that would encompass thousands of
small, federally owned islands,
rocks and exposed reefs along Cali-
fornia’s coastline extending 12
miles out to sea.

Clinton ulso suggested that he
will invoke his executive authority
tn expand by nearly half the size of
the 16,2685-acre Pinnacles National
Monument south of San Jose to
protect watershed and wildlife habi-
tat from commercial expleitation.

The president sent to Congress a
list of 18 other nitural or histotie

sites throughout the country that
will be acquired--and protected—
under his $852-million “lands
legacy" initiative, Funds for these
purchases were provided by the
budget Clinton signed two weeks
ago.

"We must use this time of unpar
alieled prosperity to ensure people
will always be able to see these
places as we see them today,” Clin-
ton said. “There is no greater gift
we can offer to the new millennium
than to protect these treasures for
all Americang, for all time."”

The other two national monu-
ment sites, nominated by Interior
Secretary Bruce Babbitt, are in Ari~
zona: about 1 milllon acres abutting
the Grand Canyon'a north rim, and
about 70,000 acres of desert about
40 miles north of Phoenix that are
rich in archeological sites and pictor
graphs, * ' )

As the president spoke of the
four sites, all federaily owned, he
Jleft little doubt that he intends
early next year to follow Babbitt's

recomimnendations. Such status
would add restrictions on access
and use.

¢ "By giving these lands national
monuwment status, we would en-
sure that they could be passed
along to future generations
healthy and whole,” Clinton said.

Under the 1906 Antiquities Act,”

‘every president except Richard
‘M. Nixon, Ronald Reagan and
George Bush has created at least
‘one monument, according to Bab-
Dbitt. Most of America’s national
parks were created under the act,
he added.

But that did not assuage many
congressional Republicans, who
have long been at odds with the
Clinton administration over land-
use policy.

. Among them was Sen. John
McCain (R-Ariz.), a contender for
:the GOP presidential nomination.

‘He called it.a unilateral decision"

.that should be reached only by an
‘act of Congress. g
But Babbitt said that thousands
of federally owned offshore is-
Jlands and rocks need protection to
‘guard against mining by entrepre-
neurs who have been known to
fonvert such rocks into kitty litter
‘or grit for the washing and manu-
[facturing of stone-washed jeans.
1 “And there have been a variety
‘of those kinds of proposals from
people thinking that these rocks
might look better ground up and
merchandized,” Babbitt said.
. "“Thoes are rocks where all the
vast flocks of birds are coming in,
where the pelicans are molting at
breeding time,” he added. “They

really are a treasure. And the time -

is now at hand to make certain
that they are protected.”

i Babhbitt is recommending to the
‘president that the islands be
jointly administered by the fed-
eral Bureau of Land Management
and.the California Department of
Fish and Game.

: The Clinton administration de-
clded to issue an executive order
‘on the offshore islands and the
Pinnacles expansion after con-
cluding that the Republican-con-
trolled Congress has no intention
of taking up propasals by Rep.
Sam Farr (D-Carme!) to designate
the islands as wilderness areas
and to expand Pinnacles.

“I'm overjoyed,” Farr said
Tuesday. “With these two initia-
tives, we are taking substantial
steps toward protecting the envi-
ronment for our future genera-
tions.”

OEC 15 &%

The Pinnacles Nationai Monu-
ment was created by President
Theodore Roosevelt in 1908 to
protect what Clinton described
Tuesday as “spectacutar volcanic
spires and mountain caves.” It be-
gan with 2,080 acres but has been
expanded six times, five by presi-
dential fiat and once by Congresa.

The expanded ‘ands hold im-
portant habitat for an array of
amphibians, reptiles and raptors
such as prairie falcons, golden
eagles and red-tailed hawks.

However, Babbitt said, “it's be-
ing increasingly discovered by the
people in the South (San Fran-
cisco] Bay and San Jose area, who
use it for rock climbing and as a
refuge from ail the sprawl.”

He is recommending that juris-
diction for the expanded monu-
ment be transferred from the Bu-
reau of Land Management to the
National Park Service.

The new national monument
near the Grand Canyon would in-
clude the Colorado Plateau north
of Grand Canyon National Park
extending west to the Nevada
state line and encompassing part
of Lake Mead. The monument
north of Phoenix would include
public land north of Perry and
Black mesasd and the Agua Fria
River canyon.

The 18 sites to be purchased
under the “lands legacy” program
are in Colorado {(Gunnison Basin
and Silver Moumntain), Florida
{Pelican Island National Wildlife
Refugee), Hawaii (Hakalau Forest
National Wildlife Refugee). Idaho
{Sawtooth National Recreation
Area), Georgia {the Martin Luther
King Jr. National Historic Site),
Minnesota (the Chippewa and Su-
perior national forests), North
Carplina {Lake Logan), Tennessee
(Gulf Tract and the Stones River
National Battlefield), Utah (Bon-
neville Shoreline Trail and the
Grand Staircase-Escalante Na-
ticnal Monument) and Virginia
(the Fredericksburg and Spotsyl-
vania County Battlefield Memo-
rial National Park), Washington
(Mountains to Sound Greenway)
and Wyoming (Royal Teton
Ranch). Also on the list: the Vir
ginia Islands National Park and
the Chattooga Wild and Scenic
River, which flows through the
Carolinas and Georgia.

“There are certain places
humankind simply cannot im-
prove upen, places whose beauty
and interest no photograph could
capture, places you simply have
to see for yoursell,” Clinton said.
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Babbitt: Save the land or step aside

By Martin Kasindorf, USA TODAY

LOS ANGELES - Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt is making a
holiday shopping list consisting entirely of ornaments - spectacular
but threatened places that decorate the vast landscape of the
American West. Before urban sprawl engulfs them, Babbitt wants to
give these 2 million acres to future Americans for centuries of
contemplation.

Delivering an ultimatum to Congress, Babbitt has made it clear that,
unless the lawmakers act first, he will sign off on a "preliminary" list
this month of at least seven environmentally delicate Western sites.
He'll then ask President Clinton to sign executive orders designating
them as national monuments, bypassmg a Congress that Babbitt says
is dawdling.

National monument status restricts industrial and some recreational
access. It ensures that land can't be sold or subdivided into
“ranchettes.” But a monument typically has fewer use restrictions
than a national park or wilderness. Roads, livestock grazing, hunting
and fishing are allowed.

As skeptical Republicans see it, Babbitt is merely trying to build
monuments to the Clinton administration -~ and to secure
environmentalists' support for Vice President Gore's presidential
c.nnpalgn

"I think it's the height of arrogance to say, 'lf you, Congress, don’t act
on this, we'll just do it ourselves,’ " Rep. Jim Kolbe, R-Anz., says.
“There may be some saber-rattling to get Congress to do their wxll
but it's going to be counterproductive.”

Babbitt is worried that time is running out for the administration to
establish a conservation legacy, but he will give Congress more time
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1o consider legislation that would preserve several additional sites .
from encroaching commercial exploiiation or recreational overuse.

“It would be nice to bave Congress involved,” Babbiit says, “but one
thing we don't want to do 18 just defer and have this discussion go on
for ever, and then find the lights are out.”

The places under review exemplify the West's beauty. Among them:

o Along 140 miles of the upper Missouri River in Montana, the
rugged canyons of the Missouri Breaks remain much as Lewis
and Clark saw them in 1804, Babbitt would like the United
States to take control to prevent property owners from fuming
these untamed lands into 10-acre ranchettes.

+ Along 1,000 miles of California coastline, thousands of islets
deflect the waves skyward. Mineral exploration on the rocky
islets could ruin their scenic value someday, Babbitt fears.

. « The San Andreas Fault surfaces to carve a jagged trench
through southem California's Carrizo Plain, 120 miles
northwest of Los Angeles. Oil and gas wells edge the plain,
where some of the last primal grasslands of the agriculural and
wrtranizing San Joaquin Valley survive.

» A plateau near Cortez, Colo., is dotted with the pottery shards
and pueblo remaing of the Anasazi Indian civilization, which
mysteriously vanished 1,000 years ago, Babbitt wants 1o save
the land from subdivision.

« On 73,000 acres of cliffs and trails that Babbitt wants added to
the Colorado National Monument, it's possible to stand and
observe the sprawl of Grand Junction, Colo.

s Perry Mesa, near Babbitt's hometown of Flagstaff, Aniz., has
Indian ruins in the path of sprawl spreading north from’
Phoenix.

Critics condensn "land grab’

Western cattle grazers, miners and Republican lawmakers say the
grandeur of these lands can co-exist with development. Most of these
lands are in federal hands, though there are some enclaves that belong
1o the states and to private landowners.

Pro-development forces in the rural West resent the means the
administration is using to dodge their strongholds in Congress.
Babbitt wants Clinton to employ the potent Antiquities Act of 1906,
which empowers him to decree national monuments on his own,

Some Westerners say Babbitt's challenge to Congress is a federal
"land grab,” sacrificing traditional rural economies to boost Gore's
stock with green-minded voters.

“It's very political, and it stinks to high heaven," says Rep. James
Hansen, R-Utgh, chairman of the House subcommitiee on national
parks and public lands.

Western conservatives are still livid over (;iimoa’é September 1996
appearance at the Grand Canyon, where without advance notice, he
used his powers under the 1906 law o wrn 1.7 million acres of



coat-rich southern Ulah into the Grand Staircase-Escalante Wational
Meonument. Locking up the land against mining helped Clinton that
November with environment-minded voters, but the move was 50
unpopular in Utah that it cost Democrat Bill Orton his House seat.

"This administration likes to fly in, fly out, have a photo opportunity

and with the stroke of a pen, create long-term problems that members
of the congressional delegation are left to soive,” says Sean Conway,
an aide to Sen, Wayne Allard, R-Colo.

Though Grand Staircase-Escalante has hrought more tourists to the
area, Clinton's 1996 pen-stroke made the Antiquities Act anathema to
Hansen. He wrote a bill requiring Congress and the affected state's
governor and legisiature to approve any monument over 5,000 acres.

The measure has passed in the House, Clinton hes threatened to veto
it if it gets through the Senate next year, Interior Depaniment
- spokesman Tim Ahern says.

Preservation powers -

Clinton is hardly the first president to sidestep Congress when it
comes to preserving public lands. Teddy Roosevelt used the
Antiquities Act in 1908 fo protect the Grand Canyon, which was
upgraded to a national park in 1915, Every president since then
except Richard Nixon, Ronald Reagan and George Bush has
employed the act. There are more than 100 pational monuments.

The law reserves the designation for lands having "scientific, historic
or archaeological significance.”

Critics say the administration is proposing oversized monuments and
doesn't always explain how the lands meet the law's definition. “A lot
of these things are hardly deserving,” Hansen says,

Congress can create national monuments, but on some of Babbitt's
proposed sites, lawmakers would rather declare national conservation
areas. These can be custom-crafted to provide a lesser level of
protection, appeasing ranchers, forestry workers and off-road-vehicle
users who don't want to be fenced out.

Environmental organizations welcome Babbiit's monument
proposals. Daniel Weiss, Sierra Club political director in Washington,
says the group would “appreciate” the designations, and assumes that
the idea "stems from Gore's influence on Clinton” and Clinton's

" desire for a legacy. Still, the club hasn't endorsed either Gore or
Bradley. Each is being asked to fill out an exacting questionnaire on
hig environmental views,

Babbitt's plan is unpopular with business users of public lands. Chuck
Cushunan, execative director of the American Land Rights
Association, which represents 18,000 people who hold lands within
national parks and national monuments, says the administration is “as
close to a dictatorship in land use as we've ever seen in this country.”

National Mining Association President Richard Lawson says .
presidential withdrawal of more public lands from new mining claims



would be 2 fresh example of “the administration’s assauit against the
mining industey.”

Babbint dismisses his opponents as “the self-styled property-rights
crowd, who basically are arguing as a martter of ideology that the
government should sell off the publie lands.”

Rather than directly rebut charges of political motivation, Babbitt
says he'll be asking Clinton to act in "a tradition of presidential
leadership that is 100 years old and has produced a fantastic heritage
for our country.”

- Elliot Diringer , spokesman for the White House Council on
Environmental Quality, says, "My sense is that this would be
happening whether or not Gore was running.”

What Clinton does with Babbitt's list “is entirely unknown 1o me at
this point,” Babbitt says. Diringer says the president will consider
Interior Department recommendations case by case, Past
administrations often have designated national monuments in their
final months as "a iast shot, a legacy,” Dinnger says.

Hansen says the Constitution gives Congress, not the president, the
power to say how public land 15 used. "It's even questionable in my
mind that the Antiquities Act is constitutional,” he says. "] wish
somebody would challenge ot in court™

Congress can de-authorize a national monument, but has never done
50; it's politically rigky.

‘W surprises here'

To avoid a repeat of the outery over Grand Staircase-Escalante,
Babbirt has given Congress and local residents months of notice
about where he wants national monuments, "We've learned from that
time,” he says. "There are no surprises here.”

Asked by Clinton to find sites needing protection, Babbitt kicked off
his drive in November 1998 with a hike on the Shivwits Plateau of
the "Arizona Strip.” The 570,000-acre high country north of the
(rand Canyon is threatened by Las Vegas' growth and by potential
uranium mining,

Babbitt has barnstermed as many as four times through the sites
under review, holding public meetings. "He's been a veritable Oprah
Winfrey for his cause,” says Melinda Pierce, a Sierra Club
representative in Washington.

Republicans say Babbint isn't making local converts. In a jeint letter
10 the secretary in October, Rep. Scott Mclnnis, R-Colo,, and
Colorado Sens. Allard and Ben Nighthorse Campbell said
southwestern Colorado communities wani no change in management
of federal lands.

The three legislators say they're talking o Colorado officials about
the Anasazi ruins site to find an alternative to Babbitt's "stated threat ]
to usurp local recommendations and congressional authority by Lt
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unifateralfy locking up the 160.000-acre site through an executive
order.”

Babbitt won't immediately ask Clinton to employ the Antiquities Act
where prospects of getting a pleasing bill out of Congress look good.

Isolated Steens Mountain in southeastern Oregon, for which
Democratic Gov, John Kitzhaber and Rep. Greg Walden, R-Ore.. are
{teaming to recommend & protection plan, is "the one that's going best
at this point,” Babbitt says. Long 2 proposed national park, the scenic
mountain and grassiand aren 150't in immediate jeopardy, but "et's
protect it while we can,” Ahern says. Winning Oregon officials’
consensus on Soda Mountain, just off busy Interstate 5 near Ashland,
isn't as far along. '

Babbitt praises Kolbe for a "model process” of harmonizing opinion
toward legislation that would protect the Las Cienegas -Empire
Ranch area near sprawling Tucson. The ranch has 50,000 acres of
desert, farm and grazing land with Indian ruins,

By contrast, Babbitt sounds ready 0 ask Clinton to pre-empt a
national conservation area bill written for the Shivwits Plateau by
Rep. Bob Stump, R-Anz. The bill is "not even close,” lacking
sufficient environmental safeguards, says Babbitt,

At sunset, the Santa Rosa Moumains overlooking prosperous Palm
Springs, Calif., shade from pink i purple like settings in a Zane Grey
novel, But golf courses and luxury homes are creeping toward the
slopes.

Rep. Mary Bono, R-Calif,, says that except for Palm Springs’ city
government and some resort developers, who fear a new layer of red
tape, her constituents like Babbitt's dea of a San Jacinte-Santa Rosa
Maountains National Monument. They see it as an aid to tourism.
Willing to sponsor such a bill, she held a public hearing last Tuesday
in Rancho Mirage. :

*There's so much pressure from the administration," she says. "I {eel
that I'm the little train on the ratlrpad tracks, chugging along, and
there's this huge bullet train coming behind me. | have to keep up, If ]
don't, they’re going to run right over me.”

Babbitt's prodding has already paid off in another instance. On the
last day of this vear's session, Congress gave wilderness status to
Otay Mountain, on the California-Mexico border near San Diege.
The mountain had been on Babbitt's early list. "The monument
discussion produced it," he says.

Contributing: Valerie Alvord
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2 new Arizona monuments?

Million acres at Canyon in Babbitt's plan

By Stieve Yozwiak s
The Arizona Republic B
Dec. 13, 1999

T [nicrior Secretary Bruce
COMPUTING Babbiu today will ask
OO President Clinton to
unilaterally create four [k
new national monuments - |
two in Arizona and two in [ P
California - that Congress Bureau of Land Management
has refused to protect.

A June 1988 phato shows the Shivwits
“The empty spaces are Plateay, 3 scenic strip of land between
filling up in the West, We (he Grand Canyor and the Utah stale
have to imagine what the . fine. interior ‘szary Bruce Batbitt is
N Western fandscape is asking President Clinton 10 designale
EMPLOYIAENT going to ook iike in 30 thg area 3 nationg! monument,
LIRUTLEIUCHE  vears and try to anticipate il
' {protections), rather than wait for the conflicts 1o happen,”
Babbitt told The Arnzona Republic during an exclusive
mterview Sunday,

The former Arizona governor said the two monuments in
Arizona would be:

The Grand Canyon-Parashant National Mopument, | million
acres northwest of the Grand Canyon that otherwise could be
developed by mining and subdivisions. This monument across
the Shivwits Plateau would be almost as large as the adjacent
1.1 million-acre Grand Canvon Nationai Park.

The Agua Fria National Monument, 40,000 acres north of
Phoenix where hundreds of archeological sites are threatened
by urban sprawl and pothunters. This monument east of
Interstate 17 would stretch from Black Canyon City to Cordes
Junction.

The two Califormia monuments would:
Nearly double, by adding 10,000 acres, the existing Pinnacles

National Monument south of San Jose, which is threatened by
urban sprawl,

BEpL W Qesaaicenvnews | Dimoaumentshonl

7

1313795 8:38 AM



2w ARZORE monumends’

ntpiwwwalseentrshcom. news L 2 Imutument.snmml

Create the California Costal Nattonal Monument. made ap of
thousands of small. uninhabited islands and rock outcroppings,
which are threatened by nuning.

All four are among the dozen natural features Babbitt hag
identified across the West this past year that he intends the
Clinton administration to preserve from development.

In most ather cases, Babbitt has successfully enlisted the
conperation of Republicans and Democrats to advance the
protections through congressional action. Babbitt is working
closely, for example, with US. Rep. Jim Kolbe, R-Ariz., to
create a new national monument southeast of Tucson called the
Empire Cienaga.

However, in the case of the four monuments Babbirt will
formually propose to Clinton today, Republicans in Congress
have fatled to act. In the case of the Arizona Strip northwest of
the Grand Canyon, 1.8, Rep. Bob Stump, R-Ariz., has actively
opposed Babbitt and pushed instead for more mining, road

building and air tours across the Shivwits Plateau.

Zofd

Stump's congressional aide, Lisa Atkins, said her boss was
"extremely disappointed” and "surprised” by Babbitt's plans.

Atkins said there has not been encugh time to fully consider
either of the two proposals for Arizona, and the monument
planned next to the Grand Canyon is nearly twice the size
Babbitt originally propesed a year ago.

"The congressman believes it is not fair to the public . . . to
move ahead with a recommendation at this point,” said Atkins,
adding that Stump will send 2 letter to Clinton this week asking
that the president reject Babbitt's plan.

Arizona Gov. Jane Hull joined Stump in denouncing Babbitt's
recommendations, Hull's press secretary, Francie Noyes, said
Sunday that the governor supports the preservation of open
space, but not through a unilateral action of the president.

"The governor feels strongly that Arizona should be involved
in decisions that affect so much of Arizona. Thisis nota
rejection of the idea of open space by any means, Rather it's
{opposition to) the process of this particular decision,” Nayes
said.

Babbitt said Clinton is expected to act on the recommendations
within the next several weeks. '

Under the 1906 Antiquities Act, pushed through Congress by
then-President Theodore Roosevelt, the president has the
unilateral power to protect federal lands from development by
declaring them national monuments.

Clinton used this power in 1996 to create the Grand
Stircase-Escalante National Monument in southern Utah, That
move is ¢redited, in pant, for solidifying environmentalists’

g
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support and heiping Ciinzo‘ffs re-¢lection that yvear.

Every president this century - except for Presidents Nixon.
Reagan and Bush - has used the powers of the Antiquities Act.

Unlike Clinton's surprise action iy 1996, vehemently
denounced by the Utab congressional delegation, Babbitt hag

. hosted numerous hiking tours and town halls throughout the

Jofd

West during the past year to generate support for protecting
natural places. . :

in Colorado and Oregon, Babbitt said, he has garnered
bip;rtisan sapport for new national monuments and national
parks. f

"We're making good pmgféss in many areas of the West in
getting these consensual approaches to work - but not
everywhere,” Babbitt said.”

In Qctober, Stump ag%ressively challenged Babbitt's plans by
introducing his own Shivwits Plateau National Conservation
Area. .

i . ’
“H.R. 2795 protects the remoleness, native biodiversity and
evological richness of the Shivwits Plateau, but at the same
time increases public awareness, outdoor recreation-use
enjoyment,” Stump said at the time.

Babbitt joined environmentalists in denouncing the measure in
testimony before a subcommittee of the House Resources
Committee,

Babbitt said his own plans would ensure that ranching and
hunting could continue across the Arizona Strip - a sparsely
populated land settled during the past century by Mormon
ploneer ranchers. However, a national monument would
prevent uranium miners and other developers from ruining the
natural landscape and fouling the area's wibutaries to the
Colorado River, he said.

Environmentalists criticized Sturap's bill because they said it
would allow the spraying of toxic herbicides and bulldozing of
trees and bushes to open up grasslands for local ranchers. And
it would disclose the locations of archacological sites and
delete proposed wilderness protections from Glen Canyon
Mational Recreation Area, they said.

- As Tor the 40,000 acres near the Agua Fria River, Babbitt said,

the archeological treasures across Black Mesa and Perry Mesa
must be protected from-the Phoenix metro area’s relentless
advance.

1 ,
“Unless we take steps now, the development pressures will
leapfrog onte those mesas and continue right on to Prescon,”
Babbiit said. i

L)

Atkins satd Stump also recognizes the development pressures q
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from northefn Maricopa County and southern Yavapai County
but wants to look at a more comprehensive plan that would
include the Agua Fria recreaiwnai corridor planned for the
West Valley. _

Regarding the California proposals, Babbit said legislation to
protect the costal islands and expand Pinnacles National
Monument was introduced but never received a hearing in the
House Resources Committee,

"We're runing out of time, not for this administration, but in
terms of future growth in the West submerging all these
pristine places,” Babbitt said.

. e

Steve Yorwiak can be reached at

teve«gam;a&ggamaawaghizc’com via e-mail or at
1-602-444-88110.
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Amid Protests, Land-Protection Plan Goes to
President

By MICHAEL JANOFSKY

BENVER, Dec, 12 ~ The Clinton
administranon I8 4 step ¢ioser to
designating thres asw nationat mon-
uments 1, Arieong and California, &
vhange in status that would add re
strictions gn access and use.

A letter from Imterior Secretary
Bruce Babbitt recommending the ag.
tan 18 expected io resch the White
Heouse on sMonday for President Clinm
ton's approval, administration offiW
cials s&id foday. Mr, Babbint, who
has bees jeading the effort o tury
more feders! lands into monuments;’
is expected i recammend additional
¢hanges in the remaining months of
the adminisiration.

While leading Republicans in Cone
gress siromgly object b monument
deciarationg a3 an inappropriate uss
of the Antiquities Act of 1568 and an
end ran around Congress, the admine
istration  officials " sald Presifent
Clinton wenid tilely read e recome
mendations on Monday and act oy
them early in te aew year. 1

“1 know the president wanis w
exercise expcutive authority very:
cargfully,” said a senior White House
official “But | also know he has &
very sirong view that ke hag respon-
sikifity 10 future generations to pro-
vide protection for areas iixe these,
This is 3 fegacy issue for him that
I'm sure ke i3 looking at taverabiy."”

The lasds Mr. Babbitt is recom
faending for monnment statuy sra
million acres pleang the northers vim
of the Grand Canvon in Aritons,
71 .45% acres arnund Perry Mesn and
Biack Mesa near ¥ - Ariz,
and the thousands of i&iam!n‘ rocks
and exposed reefs within 12 miles of
the Caiifornia coast.

Mr. Babbitr is also proposing thaz
Pinnaclex National Monumens sast
of Salinas. Calll, be expanded by
nearty 4,000 acres 1o protect water-
sheds and habitax for an array of
birds, amphiblamd and reptiles,

The four i, question are
managed by the federal Bureau of
Lond Manasgement, which imposes
minimal restrictions an use and ag
cesy. Momument status would pratect
the areas from recreational and
commercial gveruse,

Mr. Clinton needs little more than
hig signature @ 3ot on the reesns
mendations, The Antiquities Act ab
fows presidents o use an executies
arder to change the status of federnd
tands that have scientific, histaric oe
archaeciogica) significance. Since it
was pasted, every president except
Rickard M, Mixon and Ronald Rea-
gart has designated at least s i
tional menument. Now thers ars
morg than 398 around the courdry.

in redent months Mr. Babditt has
spent congiderabie time and snergy
building suppert for declaringupto a
dozen federaily owned aress 88 na-
tional menuments. 5o far, Mr {ln.
ton has designated only oii¢ tew one,
Grand Stalrcase-Escslante, a 13-
million-gore ares 6 southern Usah,

But that declaration, in 1994
tuslext a running battie betwees the

Republicanded Congress and ths

White House, in which federal law.

makers have disputed ke legal
grounds upen which the {lintons ad-
ministraticn & basing ity right tw
iavoke the at.

The chairman of the House nation.
al parks mnd public lands subcom
miftve, Represeatative Jamies V¥,
Hansen, Republican of Uah, cone
tends that the act was intended only
for relatively smal areas, not the
expansive arens in Mr. Babbite’s ree.
Ommendations.

Mt. Hansen introduced legistatng
this yens that would restrict the pres.
ident's diseTotioRary pPOWErs over
tederal lands Efforis o remch Me.

Hansen today were unsuccessful, He
did not respond 0 2 message left
with an aide.

Bat in 1 speech before the House in
April, Mr. Hansen sharpiy eriscized
the White Honse for the Grand Siair
case designation, charging ithat the
sdmintstration  had 8 eyes en
“muitimillion-acre aational monu-
ments (o store a f2w eXtra viles in
the next alection.””

“Bemocracy sl always proty,”
Mr, Hangen satd thes, “But | think
we can all agree that it 48 a iot better
than having a king dictate svery-
thing from the White Honge ™

In additig, the proposed use of the
Antiquities et bas angered rancie.

TErR, miskyg companies and cantie
procducers whi contead that new re
ekt on land use, especially in
the West, increase costy, reduce pro-
ductivity and ellminate johs
chadmes' the sdministration has de-
nied.

On the other hand, envirenmental
groups have routinely supported
greater pratections for publie lands,
and some potitieal analysts say that
by designating more national muonu-
ments in the final menths of his term,
Mr. Clinton would Beip solidify envi
ronmentalisty’  support for Vigce
Presideat Al Gore in his guest for the
Prestdency next year.

-
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Asocirind Presi

{nierior Seceetary Bruce Babbirt, laft, and Mike Taylor of the Bureau of Land Management, 3t Posvy Mesa in
Arizona in September. Mr. Babbitt i seeking national monument status for Perry Mesa and other areas,
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Arizona
preserved
magic of
caverns

Editor’s note: When Interior
Secretary Bruce Babbitt was in
Phoentx racently, we invited him
to wrire ¢ calumi in responys
concerns ruised &y former Ark
zong State Parks aoturalis Marn
. Chew gbowt the develapmenmt of

T Rarwchner Caverss Swate Park

As govermor of Arizana 13 yeors
ago, Babbitt was insmrumenital in
the siate's acquisition ard futer
development of the caverns nenr
Bensom,

was apprehensive and unsure
what tc expect on that first
rip. Wa serumbied Jdowt the
pit and than wenr headfiom inty o
kol i he Hmestons. T wotidered
atrout  ractiesnakes, then image
?:dm " Mm“
g through
towurd the csster of the Earth
Wa slithered and squirmed on
and om, mud there it wag - &

et cavern Rl of wondery
ficrseing befors oy

A few weeka 350, § -
son einerhar

{avss
State Park — 30 yewrs  and
$0wmillioe in developownt --
contld wateh that an-
chant

I toured e

cmiten, located whers we had
pushohacked our way up the
mouptain, and thes wetchad the
filos recoundng how Handy ‘Tults
and Gary Teaen discovered e
cave in 1974, Xept the secre? o
(3 years and fnally ap

us a tha srats Capitol 0 au-
tharize 8 giate Dark. ‘

moment of 13 years ags.
vigite-

Cur guide gave- s brief or:

sutation and ceudenad "no o,
, e !aodardriuk.mmm."
and we. boarded & pam o
acTosa zzwmwmm
ther e - vr
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MY TURN

BRUCE BABBITY

We: entered 2 tunpel.’ pasasc!
througly axx alr lock desiguned v
preservé the 98 pevceat

lighring,
detail in zhe fastexy Zormations
of stoae icicles. and columns and
soda strads acd wall decoratfons
hat look like the work of s
sxubarait pastry chal,

1mveladaimmmm'mia
is not your ‘ususl dusty grsy
cavern. Thers is cvery

shade of red that {ron oxides can
gonerats, from st W sifew
beery plas a specorum of orangs,
yellow, brown, black and whits,
The gukis expisms how the
Lamplax geolaygy, cverlying rocks
different minerai

Tbmmmstpmfum:igm
Nowever, i3 the process of crew
myn'mriembcfmm

o water hanging
f& of & stone [cicie

ward ,m* sur gulde says it s
at the rate of & eath ol
an e cennury, s inch
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Roads and vimeoe facilities are
located below and away from e
cave so zu runof! filters down
i the cave system. Guarsai
Wash, which feeds warey to ‘he
cAYR, remaing undeveisped, Path-
mys i the cave were carefully
located and constructed: thay are
rinasd down every sight to Keep
the ‘spores and hair shed by
visitory from riggering  tha
¥pread of sigas and fungus.

When.,we come to the Throoe
me. the wall witens ince 2

- xmall emphithearer W sit, star.

ing out at the Kubla Kahn Thwer
and other wotders, sweiling tha
mmmmmm
krwered, then ons panel of rock
fnmﬁmizmup,m”y
mdwmmmsm
hat old Delta Airlines theme

«ng. Diwsyland  wndes
M?WWZ:”:&M

We mma I
whnmmmbau?wmaﬁma

Ay gredl <ave system. The
guide explained that Karrchoer
baammiumrymzmwQ
Septemnber (o0 winter in
Maﬁm’:‘!mremmmmym
rooBt iy :he Big Room o Sesr
and nurse thsir young,
The Big Room iy in s section

oot yat open o wisitors. But it ia
%ing developed, aud it will be
apee in several years. Is it

wkaMSmk?

who studied the Kartchner tats

mmmwm mot.

bats could esose & cablapse of

cave anvironment and

dwmmnfﬂnmmve
orosysen”
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State Parks staff members
r nd thar the new section
cm be opened for visitadon
only . during the winier eason
when the bats are in Mexico. 1
hope the Stace Parks Board will
andorse that approach, [or we
cannot risk loss of the bat
popdlation. '

Thea che tour 5 over, and we
head back through the tunnel
into the dazzling spring sunshine.
It is a beautdful and unusual
cave, carefuily developed, in-
terpreted by guides who are well
informed ' and, proud of their
work. We' should be- proud of
theny and’of our park system and

But down in the valley along
the San Pedro River, it may not
last. The desert floor is being
bulldozed to dust for wildeat
subdivisions. The lush forests of
cottonwood and willow along the
San Pedro River are threatened
by excessive groundwater pump-
ing. How ironic that the state of
Arizona can set 8 world standard
for cave development, vat do so
little to manage development up
on top.

Babbitt & complating his secand term
as Interior secratary, Columing of up to
600 words are walcome, They wilt be

AER

salectad for publicstion based on topie

relevanca and will be adited for clanty
and ength. -

-~
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Babbitt Delivers on Third Utah Monument Promise

$5.5 million settlernent with PacifiCorp coal leases reached

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt today announced a second agreement to relinquish federal coal
leases in the Grand Staircase-kEscalante National Monument in Utah,

Under the agreement with PacifiCorp (which holds the lease as a result of its acquisition of Uth
Power & Light several years ago), the company will receive $5.5 million, in return for which it will
relinquish alf of its interest in the Monument. Like the agreement announced last Friday with Andalex
Corp., this agreement is subject 10 congressional appropnation.

“This is another follow-through by the Administration on President Clinton's proclamation of the

Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument.” said Babbitt. “I am especially pleased with this agreement

“because PacifiCorp had initiated discussions with us to resolve these issues even before the President

proclaimed the Monument, a fact noted and applauded by the President when he announced his histonc
action.”

=-DOI-
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Babbitt Supports Protection For California Rocks and lslatids"

MONTEREY, Calif. - Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbint today endorsed fegislation to
designate as federal wildermess the thousands of rocks and islands off the California coastline,

*These small rocks, islands, and reefs are absolutely essential foc the existence of a number of
birds and sea mammals. They provide nests, shelter, and feeding grounds for 3 variety of birds and
sea life and we need 10 make sure they are protected, ™ said Babbitt, appesaring at a news conference
with Rep. Sam Farr, D-Calif. .

Farr is the chief author of HR 2277, the California Rocks and Islands Wilderness Act of 1999,
The legislation would raise the protaction level of the rocks and isltands to the highest protection statug
afforded by the federal government. The rocks and-islands, from Mexico to the Oregon coast, are
under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management, an agency of the Department of the:
Interior.

The legislation would cover the rocks and islands above the mean high tide line and within
three geographic miles of the coastline. There is no accurate number of how many would be
involved, although most estimates put the gumnbers in the tens of thousands with an estimated total of
7.000 acres.

*1 am pleased to support this legislation,” said Babbitr. “The wide, bipartisan support it
enjoys among California’s Congressional delegation reflects the bope of peopie in California to do
everything they can to protect this state’s magnificent coastline, which is one of the wonders of the
world. |commend Congressman Farr for sponsoring this bill.”

-DOt-
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Steens Mountain needs
protection, Babbitt says

The [nterior secretary and Gov.
John Kitzhaber tour the area
and propose more restrictions,
“but they want to retain grazing

By HAL BERNTON
THE QREGONEAN -

FRENCHGLEN® — Interior Secretary
Bruze Babbitt on Thursday called for
new f(edersl protectiony for Steens
Mountain, declaring this high-desent
range of Castern Oregon a “pdmo re-
source of national fmportance.”

v But responding 1o local cattle ranchers
who fear these protections could push
fwem off the mountain, Babbirt said he
thought that “carefully managed graz-

ing" is “perfecily compatible” with this
desertlandscape.

* Babbitt and Gov. fohn Kitzhatier visit-
#d the mowncain on a blustery day filled
with the rnumble of distant thunder. They
peeved inte 8 2,000-foot deep Big Indian

Gotge, sniffed wild mint feaves and es-
caped for a brief fiy-fishing session in
search of red-band frout,
__ Babbitr and Kiizhaber said they ho
for congressional action naming

Steens as a3 MNational Conservation area.’

a designationr that wouid emphaskze re-
source protection, And Babbilt said he
wauld retum fo Easterm Oregon in the
menths ahead to help ceaft a proposal,

T world reaity like 1o build on de cov
operative spidit hiere and gel a consensus
bill that would have the acteptance of
the govemnor and congressional delegs-
oy, lie said,

[Hamey County officials who met with
Babbitt 05 Tharsday evening appesred
willing to wark on a new protection plan.

“T'm cautiously optirmistic that we can
end up with somediing” said Steve
Grasty, a Hamey County judge.

Bul the prospect of consensus re.
mains unceain, _

Conservationists are hoping that a
new management plan will cut back
public lands grazing and also fnance

_some federal acqutsitions of private land.
Their repesentatives are scheduled to
meet with Babbitt this moming and
they want a stake in shaping the con
gressional legislation.

"1 don's caze what s called, askmgas

it's real protection, which is to remove
cattle from the mountain and prevent
private development,” said Alice Elshoft,
of the Qtegon Naturel Desert Associz-
tion, a group which has sued the fedenl

]

government about management
of portions of the mouniaif.

If a consensus fails t emerge —
and .o bl passes Congress —
Babbint indicated he would con-
sider executive actnn o name the
Steens a naboral mathunent un-
der the adrninistration of the Bg.
reay of Land Management, The
federal ‘government pwns more
than 600,000 acres of d@ moun-
taly, But it is woclear how much
would be included i any new
protection area,

The 30-mile long mountain is

one of the most emarkable geo- -

logical fbomations i Uregon,
formed by the uplifting of basalkt
rock and tater carved by glaciess,
The swnmit ridge, which reach-
es an sievation of 5,700 feet —
deops sharply to tie east down 1o
4 desers filled witl aliali fats and
bubbling geothermal mud pois.

The gender westem slope en-

“compasses myriad  ecoiogical

zones, There are hanging valleys.
whete smali jakes pool n mead-
gws studded with wildflowers.

i



441 fear that it will be artificially advertised by the
designation and faken over by hordes of people.”!

FRED OTLEY,
BaNGHrR

———

Further down the stape ars pock-
ets of quaking aspen, and in the
lower elevations are'a mix of sage-
hrush, native grasses and juniper,

Any effort to intresse protection
of Steens poses challenges thal re-
Hect the tangled nature ol larkiywe
nerships.

About 25 percent of the Jieens
@ pdvaely held, Unlike other
areas of Oregon, where private
iracis are often fenced of posted
with no trespassing signs, most of
Steens Mountain is managed in 2
private-public panpership. That
partnersiup has alowed hikers,
fishermen and other visitors ac
o634 1o some of the scenic private
areas.” )

Many ranchers and other rest
dents of Eastern Oregon's Harey
County fear that o aew lederdl
designation could lead to major

L

vestrictions on grazing, & surge of
visitors and presawrs ior nprove.
ments that would fundamentally
change the wild character of the
ared, They say that could unravel
the pastoership apd promgr prl-
vate landowners to pul up more
fences. +

°t fear that it will be anificially

advertised by the designation and

takens over by hordes of people,”
said Fred Qdey, a iocal ranclier, 8¢
a Thussday evening “Friends of
Steen” meeting in Burns that drew
several hundred penpie.

Babbitt spoke briaﬂf Defore the
group, wging it 1o join in crafting
the pew plan \

But many in dw crowd were:

unvonvinced by Bablitts appesd
angd most were hostl? 1 new fed-
aral prolections. Lo

During the iast decade, the Bu-
tea of Land Management's esi
saies of visitors have Indicated ap
averzge of 45000 peopie » year,
with many taking a more Hun B
mile-long gavel (oad that foan
up dong twe nidge line. Cuafiness
reporl, M recent vewss, 2 sumge in
interest in back country yips: Bale
bitt said he doea's wart 1o see the
Steens wrampled by mace vsitars,
atdd that recreation - ag wed ag
grazng — must be carefidly man-
aged. He sald he respects the
public- private partnership,

But Babbin sald dit naming
fhe St2ens asa National Conservie
Hon Area probably woulda't draw
teo much altention W the srea bt
could provide signiicant cew pro-
leckions in the decades shead a9
mote pecple came 1o the ama,

“The West is develoging, places

always get discovered,” Babbia -

said.
L ]

You can resch Hal Bernton ot
543-294- 7588 or by g-mait at hal-
bernlon@naws.argunian.com

Secretary of the Interlor Bruce Babbitt {right) confers with Stacy Davles,

SO8 ELUIS/THE SRECONIAN

manager of the Koaring Springs Ranch, which inctudes property at Steens
Mountain, Babbitt assured ranchers that grazing could continye.
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Santa Rosas win over Babbitt

Interior chan urges push for monument status now

By lsareite Stevie
; ?’u Prose-Enterprisd

PALM SPRNGS
Brace Babbin soaked 18 e kot beauty
of the Saats Resa Mountaing oo Tussday,
gyeballing a desert flower tuougd A
MANIVING glase and stroking the nase of
Z desart norned zard,
Lifting his cagr often 1o wipe a swealy
heaw, the interior secretary hiked the

mountains thalt lower darkly over the -

desert resort citles
"AS long a8 it doesnt ger above 120
{cegress), {'rs into the poetry of this
place,” Babbift juked.
Fealing (e mountein posgy
aee Babbar's hetiaf that a 274&%&:1'5
swath of the Santa Rosa and San Jzcinto

mouniaing should be named a national

monument s yesr. he Kud. The label
woult muan MOLe prastige a6 2 deder
chance & pudlic funding for e ok

ot Bers.” Babbilt said. “This Is the most
varied and giverse desart I've ever baen
ia.mz}n‘sm}ﬁngamzonguym

The secreiary said be'd 1ond his weight
— though ooty syrbolicaly - 5 move
the biggest bouider blocking the srew's

1o aational monwnent starus: Palm
Springs city officials are withholding
support. and Rep. Mary Bono. R-Paltn
Springs, has hesitated (o offer & moou-
ment bill without unanimmous
from the region.

Paim Springs’ mayor sald the city won't
taike 8 stance on e MoGWnent designa.
ticn - uatll stute and federal wildiifes
related objections are resolved regarding
mmmmszpmmw
the mountains.

The Agud Callente Basd of Cabuille
fndiamy, whick ix o of e
projects, aiso has Laken so Dogilon on (e

;‘"’ -
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Sants Rose Mountaing
Nationsi Monument
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e%msanapews&m’
& e mezrieng above
?m&masmm
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BABBITT

Continted from A-$
n;artuy desert citias do support the
1des

“The cily of Palw ’Sgw xs
going 1o mke 3 pesition of
gegition until (here's o m
tion on issues of contern Wi tiig
deveiopment,” Mayor Wiliam
Kicindienst i,

Palm Springs aiso delievex the
monument labsl will bring another
. jayer of bureaycracy. which it
fears will make development on
private iands within the designated
area more diftcult, e said, How-
sver, regional 1nd ladarel oMicish

44 the monument At woir't put

agaitional restrictions oo privats
o ‘midal ands included I the

esigration.

Booo ssid she won't necessarily
wait for Paim Springy approval
But, she said, ~1 Mink I'q like to
give Palm Springs and the Interior

(Deperunent) the oppormnity to.

wory out (heir differences’
T s iate in the congrewsions! yegr
i squsers in the Sanits Rose mogu-
mwwamxm
" not. in January we'll miaaa
the highest list of priorities.” Bano

saig.

Babbitt has the powsr 1o recom-
mend monument saty to the pres
idenl, byt he will wait for leglsin-
ton because Coagresw may be
more Hkely to earmark money for
a moaument that iz has crasied, he
said,

1
T Y

Banbitt and other sfficials
seemed concerned at Palm
Springs fught be using support of
m moaument a8 a politicat fot.

held the monument hostage,” Bad-
bilt sajg befors a2 mesting with
Kirindiengt on Tuesday afistnoon,

Palm Desert, which suppors the
monument, helieves Paim Sprisgs
I8 “mrying to invent 50 axcuss o not
Luppors A good idea,” said Buford
{riles, mayor pro lem.

Palm Springs has approved
three goif course and Rotei projects
thas wals sit o0 (e {ringes of e
praposed morument boundary, A
fourth botet and goil project i
working its way through e ¢ily's

planaing process,

The projects are being held up,
ic part by U8, Fish and Wiidlife
Service and state Flsh and Game
Servics conceras that the devalop.
Ments wouid encroach on bighom
sheep habivar, Flatlands good for
§olf courses are the same fefrain

" that e red pesinnilar

ke for lambing

mwxmmmm
Gama girestor,

mmﬁmmcmm
issoes, oficinls said. One opton
whukd be o restrucire (e ayog
of -the courses, Bight said.

Qetting the nationsl monument
label woulg Mmean More money
and claut for the rocky pale-hmwa
raage coversd by agave plants and
beavertail escn

T Coachelin Valiey Mountains
Consarvancy, § sState-Created aaen.

mmmmmnﬁafaz

puhizcm There are wiiling seli-

&% Dyl Lmited Minds, Babbitt xaid,
More money also could buy ameni-
tex that woulkd make e bills

epginr lor nikers. squestrians and .

all-tervain venicis drivers W use.
“It would put the Santa Roses
dret in Hom for jand dcquisidon”
Babhift sald, "It would give ita big
priory. i
zmMmhumM&y
email at jsten
phone at (908, 783 ; mwm
n:;ﬁos) 782 *

"Tm going ‘o urge them to agt |

13
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Babbitt to visit Ore.’s Steens

o

Interior secretary to
armrive as BLM, advisory
council consider plans
that could restrict use

By TAM MOORE
CApial Praat UM Win

miennhmter; &qms 8umauoun-
u striking scpanen ookl of et~
Ly public land, geta & pereonst (nspaction
by the U.S. Intarior secreiney noxt woelc
Ths Aug. 54 virk of Bruoe Babbilt cenes
aa the lncal Buresu of Land Management
diatrizt sud B regourse advinory coumcil
weeatin with prepasals that could feriher
reatrict was of the land thet's grazed by
jivastock fimm swvoral loosl rochee.

Bahbilt e vepwotind w y tuto Bumes Aug,
§ =nd taks a belicopter Sighs over Bloana,
1 mowt 2k gext day with & difeam. oo
mitteh sousidering & BLM staff regort.

That repore rogyests the mountain be
datguaiad s national conservation aree,
a natioosl monveonnk mr & soesvie apea The
proponsis sre park of & iraft sovitemmantial
gt study S DL Bordbasat Orsgon
Ranouxen Mapagensit plan,

Envireomental groups have for maost of
thin decade adeocated toning Stasss inty
part of & natlonal park covering eix mil-
Hon serws of Bastorn, Orngon.

A Quegors BEM olflen snckorpernats ssid
af st two of Lhe altmatioss would ree
quire ungvessicoal sctisn, and ihe
mmmww an, of repenting tha

Saircass-BEwaisre

moDumest denigmatics twe years sgz in
Utals, That was doce by mresdderind grocis-

Mountain

tastion over cbBiscltion of Liah's rongres.
sional delegatlon ind most loesl govern-
mant offlciale

Jobhs Monfore, s Wamath Falls
forsstar who hedds the resniroe odvise.
ry commitinds Staeny subioonomities,
wid him gronp is {5 from vesching & ron.
tlusion oo how BLM shonld tnanape the
mauniain.

Moplore's subcomumitbor is schedulsd
o meet with Babbitt cha morniag of Auy.
6 at s Purns bad spd breakinat whers the
ancratary witl spesd tha sight. Dabhitsia
also rebing with the Harney County
Conart, tha lozal governing hody

Current BLM mansgarant 57 3ieecs
i s psichwork of multipts wae Iands mised
up wikh soattered aites sdmidistentively
withdrawn for special dedignation, and a
Toomile-dong, 23,800-sere, wild and sonie
tiver sureddor on the Dounar MR&&M

mmmmmumm
south thres-guartery of Staens where Bowr
ing Springe Ranch, with headquactars (n
Catlcw Valley, sparatas an abond 435,000
sarae, 10ma of 1 out by the Deuner und
Biltsan desigration fmpomd aar the 1958
ErARag fenton,
Moniyrs

i S 17y b eiisery oomoitnd
» *
M sxlad “resource monservaiiog
aren” Wy anlidog mw&ﬁw
ithes can Atil orryer that dwsigng.
o anid what iesues huve ariven in othe
o altex whery the tasmn is applled., .
The sobeommittes plans to hald & pubs
Lies newiing on Steens Mountain optious
i Band tha wrexing of Segt, 37, them gath-
of the next day to complete its reoomme
Wahzmﬁwwm

ager.

-
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- ‘;B_abbitt bemoans West‘ ‘daad

rivers’
interior sacrelary says region is dotted with 'trails
of dust’

JN -9 199
By Barny Morgon

Dacrenr Racky Mouedsint Nows Stalf ritee

BOULDER -- Interiar Secretary Brucs Babbim said
Tuesday that the nation must restore the health of rivers
that were dried up to provide water for farms and cities
over the past century.

“The Western landscape is dotted with dead rivers which
are wrails of dust,” Babbitt said. Improving rivers could
include dismantling some obsolete dams, he said.

But he stopped short of calling for the destruction of
:m;'qr dams as advocated by some environmental groups.

*The major storage dams on the upper Colorado River
serve an important function,” he said. No one in ns
department advocates ieaning them down, he said,

. )
Babbitt's comments to 3 group of water-law experts
meeting at the University of Colorado were in contrast
16 an eatly draft of the speech, faxed 10 news media by -
hiy office. That version put grester emphasis on
destroying dams, but did not specify which dams.

In the speech he deliversd and in remarks 1o reporters,
amwmm&:mmwm
_any dams are destroyed.

Three dams have been taken down in recent years. In
each caso the domolition had local support because
unproved the rivers as habitat for fish.

Other, awudmmgwmemmmmm
zmmmywmmhcmd
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Leaders of the Sierrs Club have called for the demoiition
of Glenn Canyon Dam on the Colorado River. The dam
created [ake Powell, but destroyed the canyon.

Babbitf agreed with thase who have reservations about
what federal dams did to Western rivers. He said the
needs of rivers must no longer be treated as “table
scraps” to be considered only after every other public
reeds.

Many of the largest dams were rushed through in
previous decades with little regard for their effect on the
ervironmenet. Glenn Canyon Dam was built in seven
years -~ less time than it takes 1o compiete an
environmental-impact statement for big projects today,
Babbitt said.

He noted that the big reservoirs behind the dams locas as
much as 10 pereant of thir witer to evaporation.

Hahbitt said cities in the future will turn to underground
storage, pumping the water into aquifers that are being
dried up by wells.
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Babbltt ‘Ruins need

more protec

BY GAlL RINKLY.. S e

'Ona tour of ancestral Pueb-
&aan sites..in ' Montezunia,
Countyon Monday, U.S. Seeret:
aryolthe Iatertor Brucs Babb@tt
called for more and bett:r Pro-,
tection of the area’s ctﬂtuzﬂ
remtm:e: R “ 'r

.. Exactly what t’c:m thar. pm-
teation wﬂl take ha.s not bcen
decided, he said, . S "

. “The day when you can j\llt'
:sa.y Tt's cut them — g don't’
need to do an ,}s 4 'ap-
pearmg Babbitl dtated,’ .

“He said he has aakui ‘the
BLM'a §¢uthwcst Rnsoume
Adwisory Couneil to maet with
c:ommunity lcad.era aml come
up with scme. 'jand-
management options by ! the end
of the summer for nppmn:l

mately 156,000 acres of aLM
land west of Comz:* STy

Anything — . leave it ap it is,

everything's fne’.” he said.
I‘Becmsc the ﬁ;meswm!ngat

‘U.S
5, N dpectiic Pian il allow bl

10 scek federal Mands f:'amt‘-om a

‘gress for protection’ ahd
enhancemient of t}m siten. m:
sa{d oy y Ik iy v g

Babhtt anid’ hia taunsy
began ‘the day al the Anasagi
Heritagn . Center, then elnited
the Lowry. Ruins, « site nesy a
Shell plant-on Bi;M 1ands, and.
Sand

. He" seemed stz‘uck by the
msaib%ﬁty of Anasssl Tuiris
and the oUmber of artifacts
such as paisherdt ly‘tng on the

ground,

.,'.“ a b QJ mi !Iq

“Lowry is ‘onéiof the man
remarikable sttés v ever been-
on,” he safd, ealling the gca&
kiva thers “spectacular.:..

However, he sald, the sm: is
“a little bl vulnerable right aow

* becausc there's no presénce

t.hcrc ‘apd Ho Lntcrpmtat!on

S T walked Jawmy. frain Lo
anduid ‘It's ﬂg: right now, m
a8 tourism dcv:lnpa In the Four
.Comcm . guess iy Lawry
can'tjuathg sortofleftthc:re St
u;ng all alone® 1 hod M

“Lowry, alcugwimwhatlaaw
atSaml Canjon, 1s kind of a sig-
nalthaxw\ehmtnhawutmm
gér. approach to these issues.”

But Babbitt refused o be
- pinncd down ‘on what am of
,pmtueurm o management he
envisioned for the Mdv:~apen
HIM mm E .

“I d.on‘t bv:lt:m tberc'ﬁ A,
nations} park in the future of
this landacape,” he safd, bt he.
did not il out the pmlﬁimy of,
national-mdéhtiment, statis fof
the area o ‘some poriion af it

ﬁhcrcﬁanmadcsimdw
mmotmm E;avimnmm
tal Coneern In 1888, ' 70

7 8a what do L gee? hcml:ﬁ
'thhem:dmbcalxtada&hw
curve snd  the necessiry,
resourtes’ fnanage the sul’

. mmivaiues wmmm themto

taventory them :snd mmpm
them, .

‘:‘{bazdmen’tmma&nmb
atmryma{thcm W&m &

-Angestral Puebloan ruing's m,
suattared throughout Mohtds,
zaroa County, on hc&i pub’%ié'
«nd ‘private lands, with some
arcas having mere than 100,

3

LR SO0 T I R

»
iy “.r At !& Ry

sima per square mﬂc '

- Muest cuins are largzlyhumd
ard, to-the casusl observer,
look only ke rubble. But some’
areas such. as Sand Canyon
have chiff dwelllnga that are par-

Vs st

_ttally intast.”

The rains are mim:mbla to'
vandalism and ‘pot-hunting.

Babhitt sald, as woll an casual b

damage done by unthinkirig vis.
itors who carrywe.ypmhm
”Pat«tmnung 1s an old tradis
ton ifs-the' Four Corners area,.
hut ity destroetive and {llegal,”
he sald. “Vasdalism happens 4
lot leas where thcm‘s amw»
mmt 1&{1."“ “ v
Ba.t? mitcd Iawxy a3 an
mmpic of a otrticing, restored
site featuring . a; ceollgction.; of
rooms with an .umieryound

. rowaral, The miral sitrvived for'

ceniuries, to begin' crum.,
Maﬂu&”mmm
WWWW xpos-

ing it ta a.tr TOd&f‘ itis ma:iy

gone.: .o

Phy “’I‘hat’s ratovery mm&&ng

PRI b umﬁm& thebeat prey

: atsrg{a.ﬁorxﬂ,‘ {s lesving. things
aloné,® gﬁabbitt eb&;:mﬁ whﬂe

ot Ly e
. ﬁe{am{amppm at“ltc: imax'

‘severals sza.rbomdmxldc»
processing - plants - osmed. ‘by

Shell, the county's largést tix.
payer, to announde that tradi-

tonaluses such as. o1l md gas

tlon

el
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extraction’ and | g‘aﬁng wzmi&
dcftnitcly ﬁ&t}uﬂdcp\ﬁﬁ\)zhﬁ

Jands. ! s ?’4

S “The Zoatprmt of this’ z:xzrtu'al
axtmctzan 1s very il ommli
fie saft~ It's.not a majer con-,
“Het. Grazing s also’ mmpanhit
with arc:hamiogical protz:cﬁm

“Tronteally, the. real isate’is

ﬁuhoﬁmd Zas, and 1U's nctcws_
- {8 prople, This is a problem
“thiat " arfses evcrywhtn when

p!ama ‘are ‘diawmm& g whcn'

&zywmm&c
- Babbitt said suuth .
Cn‘lamdo Z;aa teen discmxeé
and there are two ways of degl-
tng with the hcrd::s of v!s,itqrs
that ‘ate coming.’ FRR A
UPYou omn atick gckymhw%
the afing’ and & . jquiet
thisahd thibk sverything ¥
OK. But 2:’: ncvz‘,r woried a.zgy
‘where iz;'ﬁxe West snd it hever,
WL LT e S

Or, hie sald,” you <An, mnage
and preserve thiiftes. provid-
‘ing’ ediicalién: and interpretas
tion for. visitors while kceg!ng
‘the flow of tourtst dollars comy
&t}g mﬁn the edopory.

TThis is five-star sichaeol-
ogy." he sald. m:tma.lotnf
pmtccfad. areds, around :hq
West thag,b&wa k!mwwi?er
in termms of vahane and tn
tharn this, Thatv are q
nationsl ronusney *&amm
my home towp of that
dm‘th&wamni"?#maﬁ
acter andxextent or stze of
zhe.sr:.-‘ # $,

‘His m&&md up at sané!
Canyen, a.sfte’ that sustatné
hesvy muaﬁnuaﬁm by hik.
erw, cycliats, amu;m&mknd

bli(: LA

., However. az&wxﬁemtoxm‘

cut that visit. ahoyt

- “[Southwestern Colorado) is
‘A extrmuiimtry. pruii:m
- resoures,” Babbitt ed!
Sthe ‘most mr.cn.s!vc rieh

‘mzctugmlhndma&qmme
Linited States, m#ﬁm‘ & mot’
part 1t 1o entirely intact. ... e

Anditwm:ameow}abis

to ukhwwwc ‘before it's at:
" sk, work' out dn’a ate

-plan to cafe far "\ i

Lal 3.., vy P e munmm«. ;i

JBut Babbitt (nststed “he' z‘.:,’
Jeaving e detalls to others!)
L ildowy thave a propesal here,
he said’ “What| have {s &'strang

appreciation that we bave ' to
m::‘mtt:rag ach.”

AFOn Wednesday, Enin'John:

ison: of WCortéz:tehatr sof. “he
Sétithwest RAC, said the s 33
cil had’ set 1o 'date.fof {ts nexy
mesting but tivat she was “really’
excitad”™ abolt thé chande’ té
develop a mana,gcmmt plan’ for
t?zc nrea. REIEE
- "The whele ihfngis as new 15
e as éverybody elaci” she said,
I lmaw {he BLM wants the RAC
w ha% & ccntral mzc Zn thj.s

.,Shq,m;i mmmmum
to be mtroduced o the RAC
Before s piiblig invaldement.
‘Begins! but that there would be'
Smany’ uppm‘t{inmzs fw elegs
Zens to” comppent.

W, t.to, h&w A Iot cf
;zub?;g‘ volwmmwshe sald

-\Aw'
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A few people, bent on making federal bureaucrats keep them in Articla

Sueurday. March 24, 1999

Ay

BLM Gets Pianty of Input on Managing
Grand Staircase

mind, sent personal snapshots along with comments on plans for the
Grand Srwircase-Escalante National Monument. ’

Some offered pages of detailed crivicisms and suggestions on the
U.§. Bureau of Land Management's proposal for managing the
monument. Others described their preferences with maps.

In total, the BLM has fielded more than 6,500 letters, e-mails and
faxes during the past four months concerning what to do with Utah's
newest playground, 4 1.9-million-acre expanse of desert sage and red
rock.

"“There are lots of recommendations that are interesting,” said Chyis
Killingsworth, whe feads the BLM team revicwing the commants. |

The eight-verson team has until next fall o wiite 3 final’ )
management plan, wiich will guide how the monument i protected «»

.and used — in the future. The September deadline is roughly three

years after President Clinton created the monument as a scientific and
seanic preserve. '

I ast fall, the BLM issued a cali for comments on several different
management scenartos. One placed greater emphasis on protecting
natural resources, another emphasized scientific research, while a
third would allow more recreation. '

And all Bve allow hiking, biking, climbing, camping, hunting,
fishing, flming and driving cars an established roads. Guided tours
would still be permitted. So would cutting firewood and Christmas
trees, and road building by landowners who need access to their
property, :

But any of those activities can be limited to certain arcas.

The sgency added 30 days to its original comment period when
people told them 90 days was not enough. The official time for public
inpur ended on Monday.

About 2,500 of the comments came from Utahns, Four thousand
came from outside the state, and about & dozen came from other
countries, according to the BLM' preliminary inventory. Asmany as
90 percent of the comments were gencrated from “alerts” issued by
arganized groups.

H
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The nature of the comments ran the gamur. Kilhingswonk said

Utah Gov, Mike Leavitt submitteg five pages of comments
describing the recommendations of state agencies and local
governments. Then ke talked about the suggestions with Interior
Secrztary Bruce Babbitt, whose depanimem oversess the BLM. The
two met in Leavitt's hometown of Loa on Tuesday.

"We want to protect the assets of the monument.” said Brad
Barber, the yovernor's deputy director for planning. ~ . . . But we also
want 10 push the cotperative management of the monument and
enhance the local communities.”

In effect. the governor urged monument planners to ensure, as
much as possible, whatever activities are currently allowed can
continue o lands within the monument. That means honoring rights
of way and water nights, along with the ability of state agencies to
carry out their duties without needless interference,

The Depaniment of Narural Resources {DNR). for example. wants
fexibility to manage wildlife and habitar within the monument.

"The idea is, we ddn't want 10 be boxed in.” said Darin Bird, a
DNR policy aide,

That could mean using helicoptors 1o count teg horm sheep herds
or dragging a chain between two ractors 10 18move aggressive

iuniper trees, for instance, But Bird said his sgency has no plans to

use that vegetation management technique. "But we just don't want to
preclude anytﬁzrzg

Some scientists who%ehme:dt}r back the plan while others
complain that some requirements might hinder their research.
Proposed restriciions on some areas of the monument might make 1t
hard for palsontologists and geologists to ger permits for their digs A
ban on motorized vehicles might be impractical for using bulldozers
to dig, they have complained.

The Utah Farm Bureau encouraged the BLM to ensure the future
of grazing.

“Thig historic and valuable way of life is being squeezed from wery
direction,” the bureau said in its comments,

And, while the farm bureau said no rivers in the monument should
be protecied as “wild and scenic * the Wikierness Society smd 2l 25
rivers that quabify should get that designation,

The environmental group aliso accused the BLM planners of relying
too much on guesswork. The planners do not gather enough legal and

scientific inpus, nor did they carefully consider the economic costs .

and benefits of any panticular course of action. the group said,

"The agency should keep its options open by focusing on
protective strategies and actions and generally deferring or restricting
development decisions until adequate data, anziys;s and guidelines can

‘be developed,” the Wilderness Society said.

< B>
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~ Babbitt targets ‘last

Seeks comment Monday
on proposed monument :
north of Grand Canyon

By LURASVELISE .
Sun Saf Reponter '

Intericr Secretaty Bruse Babhist wanis 1o vse the feders] Antiqul-
tiex Act m convert what he eally ane of Ardzona’s *Tast best plases”
north of the Grand Canyon into & protéesd natonal moaumest,

But Babbic's proposal for & Shivwits Platean Nodoask! Maong.
ment slready has dmawo criticism. Seme say it doesn’t'go far
encuph. Others quesdon why it's needed ac all,

Babbiy will be in Flagsadl Monday o hear both sides and 1o dis.
cuss Bis plan, which would set aside 550,000 scres of Jand north of
the wastarn end of the Grand Cagyon, He i3 holding a town hall &
Northern Asizoaa Uaiversity’s Cline Library Assembly Hail from 6
pam o S o -

“We want to recagnize the great gualides of tis spectanilar and
unique ated and ensure that it receives the protection and cire hat

it deserves,” Babbim said i o stacarnent annouacing his wisit. 2
hope the public will join me for discussions about this region’s ea-
vironmental qualities, narural resources and needs for this special
place” ' : .
" Conservation groups such as the Flagstaff-based Grand Canyon
Trust sex the regioe as & Jast stand for mule deer. pranghom sate.
jope, mountis lions mmm@mm&; znals that have
bovs pushed onio the Shivwits Plaizau becsuse of shanking
wildiife habitat clsewhere, Development 3 also fosa: Las
Vegas is just & fe hours” drive away, severnl uramsum mining
clazms on the platzay could be devaloped if the market for nuclesr
power improves. -

The Trust would like w see Babbit double the sive of the pro-
nosed mogument. expandiog it porthward by a balf-million acres to

the Uuxh barder, '

“The rezson wildlifs depend on
areas like this is becguse we have
pushad them inio them,” wid Brad
Ack, the must’s direetsr of conserva-
tion field programs. ’

Others are worriéd that a monu-
ment designation will put the Shiv-
wits Platean Yon the map,” conving-
ing thousands more people to visit
an ares that is aow mainly & wildlife
haven interspersed with soveral
large cantle ranches,

“Visitatioh is exvemely jow righi
now,” said Tony Williams, a Fredo-
nid resident who has spent much of
the last 30 years exploving 3 Iand-
scape painted with ¢olling hills, salt
tush and scrub vegetation < and
sontaining just 10 yecar-round resi-
danis. , .

“It's one of the moyt sparsely
populsted areds i the lower 48
states. There are parts of it vt you
couid only ses with 3 halitopuer,
We're talking byt rugged coun-

Wiiliams doesa’s want o ses
things change in 8 region that the
Interior Department. says HAwacty
just 11,000 visitors a ycar, Most of
those are drawn (o the Lake Mcad
National Recreation Arca upstream
af Hoever Dam, :

1 dan't think you tan do any-
ining to improve it,” Williams said.
=ity beger ey anooymous” ’

In Utah oorth of Lake Powsll and
the Gien Canyon Natioral Recre-
ation area. the recemsly oreqted
Grand Susircase-Escalante Nstional
Monument is a pertect example of
killing a wildmness area with 100
much exposure; said Williams,

SUMMARY
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An avid cxplorer of southern
Ltah and rorthern Arizona,
Wiliams said he used to be able o
go moit places an the 2-million-acre
Ciah manument without seeing a
sdul. Now, annual visitorship that
approached 3.000 people before the
monument designation numbers
10,000, and federal officials csti-
mate Grand Staircase-Escalante
could auract 100,000 visitors a year
a decade from now,

"I would hats 10 see that happen
on the Shivwits Plateau,” Williams
said. "It would destroy the essence
of the place, the solitude.”

LIMIT TOURISM

The Grand Canyon Trust would
be oppescd to creating a new monu-
ment if it did attract large numbers
of people, added roads and general-
ly promoted recreational use, Ack
said. - :

Instead, the trust would like 1o
se¢ 3 monument proclamation that
emphasizes the pratection of
wildlife habitat, including limits on
caitle grazing and mining. At least
12 different species of birds and 50
plants that are threatened or endan-
gered live in the region.

To ecifectively provide enoush
wildlife hablmr for all the major

species in the afea and to have prop-

er’ buffers from developed areas,
Ack said the monument should con-
tain abeut | millien acres, That
would sec it smretch all the way
north 1o the Utah border

Ack said any tourism that did
occur should be centered on low-
impact ventures such as wildlife
photography, with no additienal
road-building or campsround devel-
opment,

Giving the region monumenz sta-
tus would not result in much change

in development and use staws for -

the area insidc the Lake Mead Na-
tional Recreation Aréa, Ack said.
That tand is already being proposed
for wilderness status, putting devel-
opment effectively off-limits. _

But as a natonal moniment,
tands now under the Bureau of Land
Management would be afforded a
much greater degree of protection
from the impacts of mining, logging
and ranching, Ack noted, although
‘those activities would not be
banned. '

Simply expanding the " adjacent
Grand Canyon National Park to en-
compass the Shivwits would elimi-

"nate all ranching and mining. But
that takes an act, of Congress,
whereas a national mocument can

be created by executive arder of the
president under the Antiquities Act.

ARDUOUS DRIVE
Williams lives in"Fredonia so he
can be in the middle of canyon fand

to the north and south, He gets to .

the southwest comer of the Shivwits
Plateau only once a year, 5o arduocus
is the 180-mile drive,

Sean Opensraw/Anzo~a Daly Sun

Bruce Babbitt, Secretary of the interlor, is pictured in this March
1996 [ile photo on tha Colorado River below Glen Canyon Dam.

But it's worth it, Willlams said,
becausc the views of the westem
part of the Grand Canyon are spec-
tzcular,

“The canyon varics from cast o
west,” he said. “The pronilc is un-
crowded. unlike 1~¢ Sugth Rim.
When you're at placcs like Kelly
Point, you'rs looking down at the
river. You're laoking right into the
Grand Canyon.”

What: Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt will hold a town
hall meeting in Flagstaff to disguss sening aside 550,000
acres of land north of the western ead of the Grand Canyon

as a protected national monument

When: Mouday, 6-8 p.m,

Where: Northern Arizona University's Cline lerary

Assembly Hall
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ian mrtn)‘ wf Grandg Careon T8 aved Joardd Canyon Wiglands Dagred

Interior Secralary Bruca Babbitt has proposed creating 4 national monumant on the Shivwits Ptateay
at e western end of the Grand Canyon (outlined in rad). Sume envirenmantal groups want tha Se¢-
eafary m_mnsider additional landgg that cantain important wilkilife habitat (ouiined by the dashed tine).
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BLM land to
be auctioned
off in pieces

U Interior Secretary Bruce

2 Babbitt unveils a plan that
1 jsts NLV determine how a

"1 precious plot is developed.

By Sheun McKinnon
Reagw-Jourmis 4 Dsamond
What had boen the Hope

of undeveloped land in urban Clark
Coutity — a 7.500-acre parcel that
wraps arsund the northers tip of the
L&a%’ma Yalley — wiil be cutrup and
| scld in pieces, Interior Secretary
o Kartsacsiinendowra  Brace Babbitt said Thursday.

PUBLICATION LAS VEGAS REViEW JIOURNAL DATE

; i : he soid, the land is
g Michael Mantandon, Jot, and City Courcit-  Simply pul, th
orarrd oo Laﬁ \:ewgaf ézzmary Gruce Sabbitt hammers home 3 pOINL  werth more (4 taxpayers In smféer

Thursgay about e sale of 7,500 acres o

Babbitt

Brom 1A

ehunks than it is intger, Undera
new law, ravenue from the sale of
federsi lands in Southern Neva.
. da stays in the state, some of it
earmarked for schogls,

“The law requires us ¢ maxi-
mize the poce,” Babbit said. "By
gating more money, we will get
serter deal for the citizems of
Navada”

Noreh Las Vegas officiais ance
had hoped to find a single buver
iar the land, some of the valieys
last unnclaimed acreage of any
sgnificant size. They saw the
garcel as a chance 10 create a
master-planined community on
the aaln of Green Valley in
Henderson or Summerlin in Lag
‘Je-:gus. ;

Babbizt insisted Thursday the

Ay can sudl de just thuet with
annper plaaning and he promised
suppert feam the fedeegi governe
ment whnn the time comes to be.
gin auctipning the fand,

| public land in the aorth valley.

“What we have kere iz 2 ance-

in-4century oppertunity to envi-
s101 an entire community.” he

said. “H's st often ynu et n -

biock of 7000 acres of land,
where the city ¢ah louk at ibs
successes and failures of Lthe past
and then fook at it all in one bite,
It's & good thing for thy enure
valley.”

North Las Vegas Maysr Micha-
vl Muntandon sppeared more re.
served than Babbiit after an ear
iy morning meeling with the sec.
retary and officials from the Bu-
rewu of Land Managoment, but
he 3aid he was preparved o ol
up his sleeves and work with the
new policy.
_ “The secretary has lut ux know
s ot gaing t be an vAsy task.
byt thun we kpew that” Montun-
don sald. "There's o4 ot of work
ahigad of ux. We will go forward
b el Asd0iandes Jram him that
we can halld 4 conainlent mustor
planned comemunity.”

The T.500-avre travt haw
ivorned Oz.ike Iy Nearth foas Ve
gas far mnre than 2 decade. the
avenbol of develupment riches far
a ity leng relegated o prur
Agter status in the valley:

Until Congress rewiute: the faw
last vear 1o allow the zucian of
pubhe landsy in Southern Nevady,

North Las Vegas was looking at
vears more of dickemng uver pn-
tentiai land swaps, none of which
had yet even agproached the par-
cal's estimated vajue of $104 mil
Hon to $150 milliorn.

Now, Babbitt said Thursday
federal land manugers are pro
pared to hegin carving us the
land as soon as North Les Yega:
knuwy what 1t wants W put an it
and he said if it's done right. it
cauld fetch even mure money
than originslly thought,

“Well plan together 1o make
ther transition pver the nust 14 i
20 vears,” Bubbitt said "I think
W are Zoing o reach = process
et st swark fie both of as, ooy
that will muke sure the fand will
be developed in a prediciadle nnd
confIstent way.”
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Muntandost said the oty wilj
Legin vtk immediately 19 oratt
& master plun tor the tund, an
ares vounded roughly oy Decatur
figulevargd, Grand Teton Drive.
Lamb Boulevard and Centennial
Parkway.

City ;H'zcials‘am the entire
parcel mapped out before the
heavy equipment moves . That
means desIgnating Certain areal
1ar rasidential neighborhoods,
others for commercial develsp’
ment and apargaments, and st}
athers for schools, parks and fire
stalions.

Those designations will deter
mine, in parg, the size of eath
parcel seld. | )

. Scatz Higginson, vice president
of government and public affairs
for Dei Webb Corp., one of the
\arger deveiopers in the valley,
said the piecemeai approach is
probably the best for the 7.500

-

IE

“I think it's a better ssiution
for ghe city,” he said. "What it
mcBhs is they will have to master
plan it themselves, or with a con-
sultant, and then go to the BLM
and cetermine which pieces will
be soid off in what arder, It puts
the ¢ty n the driver’s seat.”

City officials will be able to

wone the land in advance, have
the property apptaised hased on
thai zoning, and then allow the
fodaral government o suction it
off a¢ that market {evel, Higpn.
son said.

“This gives the city a chance to
define for themscives what they
want these 7500 acres 1o be,” he
said. “They can actually now plan
what they're going to get.”

Under the new inand sale lsw,
the governmen: will auction sub.
tic lands at marker values o
stend of trving o apprasse the
value of land against sovirsn-
mzntally sensitive lands used in
the old 3wayp pracass.

When the land ie sold, 88 per
ceng of the procesds will be de.
posited in o fund to buy thoss
sensitive lands in Nevada, with
an emphasis on needs on (Mlark
County. Seme of the money also
can be used for impravements at
Red Rock Caoyon National Con-
servation Area, Luke Mead, the
a?nng Mountaing and the Desert

ildlife Refuge. '

Five percent of the revenue
will be placed in tha Nevada Por-
manent School Fund and 10 per.
vent will he sent to the Southern
Nevadp Water Authority,

*This can be a model of how we
work this sut in the roat of the
country,” Babbitt said. “We've pot
to do it right.”

it -fr-_ -
‘ | "_‘*' 21"

5

interior Ssecretary Bruce Babpitt outiines delails
Thursday of hig agency's plang to selt 7,500 acras
ot federal land in North Las Vaegas in smaller

- Cilat KarigweeRieview Journsi
pieces instead of ag one parcel. Babbitt met with
city afficials, than spoke with repdriers al g detsn-
tion bas.a in the eviddie of the parcel.
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Land-grab threatens economy

Bt State, local
OPPOSIRG VIEW govern-

ments will loge billions in taxes.

By Richard 1. Lawson

The proposal w close $30.000 acres of land
tn Montana o mineral exploranon and mining
is another step in the administration’s rush o
ward maore removal of Tnds Fom public sse.

This ili-conceived strategy is. at best, an ag-
sauls on the principle of multpie ase and, at
worst, an insidious threat 0 Americas o
nomic and national-security interests.

This latest federal land-grak comes on the
heais of 3 1998 proposal 1 withdraw 535350
acres of copoer- and urannan-ach land o Az
zona. In 1998, public lands wete withdrawn in
Umh for creaion of the Grand Staircase-
Escalants National Mamument, where 62 bil.
Yon tons of coal reserves could have geoeraed
as much as $1.1 billion o state mevenue.

The faderal government manages 623 mil
lion acyes of public land and has already
placed 271 million acres, or 44%, off Limits to
mining. Yet mining has wuched less than one-
quarter of 1% of all US. iand Every Ameri
can uses 46,000 pounds of new minerals annu-
aily. These mineral resources go into the prod-

ysts and services that ophold owr sandard of
iving a0d owr national security

Forsaking oz ability o produce minerals
dcmncaliy puts our matonal security and
sconomic future 2t risk. Further resmicting
land for minera} exploration will deprive stue
and local governments of billions in taxes, Ac-
cording to a 1997 study by the Western Eco
nomic Analysis Cemer, the mining indussy
contributed more than 5523 bulion o tw na
tional scononsy I a single vear, iciuding 3§87
biliion in federal taxes and $27 billion iy state
and local txes. Momana alone received mope
than 52.2 billion in economic astivity from
maning, #icluding more tan $146 miliion in
revenue for state and local governments,

Also 2 saie are thousands of highpaying
jobs. The center reports that muning was d&i-
rectly and indirectly responsible for 14500
Montans jobs in 1995, If lands continue to be
remaoved from public use, jobs that would have
been created m the United Stares will go overe
seas. As a nation, we will coptinug 10 consume
minerals. The question is, will we produce
thern bere, with the attendan economic bene-
fits, or impert tem from abroad?

Rizkard L. Lawson is president of the Na-
tomal Mining Association, Fashington, D.C.
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INTERIOR SECRETARY CELEBRATES LAND EXCHANGE WITH UTAH
Students, national parks, public lands all benefit from large statewide land swap

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt today joined thousands of Utah school children and
political and environmental ieaders from around the state at a high school gymnasium in
Bountifui, Utah, to celebrate the completion of the largest land exchange of public lands in the
contiguous United States. -

~This is a great day for Utah, and all its future leaders joining us at this ceremony today,”
Secretary Babbitt said. “It is also a great day for public lands, and for all Americans who enjoy
Utah's spectacular places.” ' _

Secretary Babbitt presented a check for $50 million to Utah Governor Mike Leavitt who will
accept on behalf of the school trust administration and their beneficiaries— the 477,000
elementary and secondary students who attend Utah's public schools.

Today's ceremony marked the transfer of funds and the exchange of title to nearly one million
acres of federal and state lands and mineral rights and resolved a contentious federal-state dispute
that had been ongoing since the 1930's.

~This historic agreement shows that even the most difficult problems can be resolved with good

" faith, hard work, and a commitment to protect both the lands we love and our children’s future,”
Babbitt continued. “It also demonstrates what can happen when we invest our time and money on

lands and peopie instead of litigation and lawyers.” . '

As a result of the land exchange, the State of Utah received $50 million directly, about $13
_ million in future coal revenues, and 153,000 acres of commercially developable lands and

minerals,

In return, the State of Utah will relinquish title to 376,739 acres of school trust lands that will now
pass into public ownership, including:

. 176,699 acres within the boundaries of the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument
. 80,000 acres within Arches and Capitol Reef national parks, Glen Canyon and Flaming
Gorge national recreation areas and Dinosaur National Monument.
. 70,000 acres within eight national forests and the Desert Range Experimental Station.
. 47,480 acres within the Goshute and Navajo Indian reservations.
‘ ’ (more)
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Tha Honovabls Mike O, lLeaviiy
Governor £ Utah
Sale Lake Cigy. Utah 24114

Dasr Mike;

When I creatsd the Grand Staircase-Bacalants National
Honumant in 19%6, I was very concerned .about its potenzial
sffact on the thousands of acres of stace land found within
its pordersy and held in crust for the benefin of Utah's school
chlildren., [ pledued at that time to do my best to aem that tha
grate got A fair deal if it wanted to exchange these inholdings
for regources elsewhere that could be more easily developed.

I am very proud that we are making good on that commirment,
The land sxchange that you ars celebrating eliminates the
scattaraed school siltes in the Grand Staircase-Bascalante National
Monument and iz nearly all other nazicmal conservation arsas and
Indian rsgservations across Utah. In return, the state school
rrust veceives azassts of equal value that will immediactely
benefit the state educational systam, It is one ¢f the largest
atate-federal land exchanges in our nation’s history.

This is a state-federal partnership of the very best kind --
~ons that simultanecusly advances tha interests of sducation, the
environment, UYtah, and our natiom. You, Secrstaxy Babbigl, the
Utah congressional delegation, and sll those who have worked so
hard for this extracrdinary achievement have my heartfelt
graritude,

Sinceraly,

T bewran
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Babbitt: Cooperation, not
conflict; helps public lands

Interior chief stresses
need for balance between
jobs, preservation

By Sotan Bonoow
o THE News Triging

Both pacpls and nature can thrive
if public lands m and their
arighbors work v, U3 Ints
nier Secretary Bruce Bobbitt said
Thursday in Taesma.

Babbitt was here to commend
abous 450 peopls already fixed on
his messagy of conservation and co-
operstiati.

“There is enough room in this
Westarn and American landscaps for
& nibeant, dvaamic, natianal ccano-
1oy, jobs and futgres.” he isld partic

ganuﬁmzx’&’mmmma{:ha'

ateway Comumunity Conference.
Meanwhile, people 5311 must “man-
oge and ks oo of God's creation.”

Ths event is focused on ways peo-
ple can capitalize an tovsrixm without

rining he caura lure. erksiops
showeass suseessial

parwerships be
tween managers of public lands and
rosidents of surrounding commm»
Gk,
" The wvent 4t
the Tasems
Convention
Center ends o
‘day. Sponsors
are the Western
States Tourism
_ Pelicy Counml,
a which repre.
senls  State
" toyrism  offi.
cinis, and aine
federsl agen-
cies. Many in Baline’s sudiance were
his employees. .

* The wildernas ‘back 407 wont s
wivesf & landause “eeforall® po.
wails outside, Babbitt said. As ani ex.
ampls, be cited the Bverglades Na
tonat Park in South Florida, which
wasy davastated when cutside
nsErs it of ity water asuses,

“Al) of nature is unitary, and you
have ' come to tergns with it 1 &

way that recognizey that maiz;y
Babbitt aaid.

Babbitt also critivized the tradi
tionaily advarianal rejationship b
tweowts mmanagers of public Iands and
ocal reitdents. The nft hurts both

parks and sommunities, be said.

ﬂ?:;a ags, tﬁtxurm% feder-
manager was s b

who treatd Jocals 1k tZ’.u:n
kiny. "l nawlead a dxﬁ':mz Nation
al Park Service,” Babhitt smid. “Wa've
got ta coma out of isalation as we in.
vita ths community to o out of
ml&txmmdshmmammﬁu
ture.”

Striving for that balance i diffi.

gsziz,?m worthwhils, Babbitt said

“The most uportant thing at the
outast is to look up and nak what is
oy visien.” he said Sueseesfil part-

can out of a shared
svenrunuss of both history and the
parural environment. You haed
loek up st the landscape.” he said.
Cooperation can evoive sves in the
lenst likely piazea, he noted. For sx.

case-Egealants National Momasnent
in Saathers U} . The manuroent

wmmﬁmwﬂaw Babsis2 joked.
Babbitt's ;ﬁw once hong in Es-
calante.

But the a hus changed,
he snid. The Buresy of Land Mxn-
agemant, which vurs the menmment,
g0t the sayviest guy in their (Nak

FALamS CW&) NEWS = PRI S wn i

mwm"wiuéﬁmmy T stayed
homs,” Babbist
Evmtmﬁytbmaumdmﬂ.

" The menument got support from

el congreasional delegatibe. Fed.
eral roongy followsd. Eascalarte's now
mayar is now willing 1o shaks Bake
hm‘lhaad."ﬁxagwdwﬁlné
sturtexd tes frod o itse]f” Bahbitt
BB, changs takes time, “Wa cant

solve 100 years of (problems’ all in
ans biow” Babbitt asid Everyons

should be invited to participate.
Babbitt praized his audisnce:
You're an the right aack. It ix a pow.

¥ Stad¥ writer Susan Sorden cove
srx East Plerce County. Hasch her

at 253.887.8281 or by e-mail st

SLribnet.com
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