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Missouri Breaks 
Babbitt urges delegation to guard area 

GREAT FALLS (AP) - I. 

Secretary Bruce Babbitt we,uld 

prefer to work with Montana's i 

congressional delegation on I 

legislative solution to 

protecting the Missouri River 

Breaks. he told a public 

meeting here Tuesday night. 


"I would prefer all of us to 
walk out of here tonight and 
say. 'We agree the Montana " 
congressional delegation 
should introduce legislation. 
arid that'll keep Bruce Babbitt 

. and his monument crowd out 
of here,' .. Babbitt said. 
elrawing enthusiastic 
from the' overflow at 
University of Great 

Babbitt has been considering An aerial viaw ahows tha 

P~:r;;;:niOcu~~':cr:r~~ Mleaourl Breaks aa the rivar 
Breaks a national monument winds aerou eannl Montana. 
.. . Intarlor Seeretary Bruca 

The over corridor from Fort Babbitt was In Great Falla 
Benton to U.S. 191 northeast Tuesday to dlscu... a special 
af Lew:slown now ,s ~rotecteddesignation for the ares. 
aa a Wild and scenIC over. 

A national monument designation would cany mora restrictions. 
but is only one of the available options for protecting the river 
corridor. Babbitt said. 

'It·s not the label on the package that's the real issue: he said. 
"The label is not important. but we dO need to address issues 
that, ideally. need congressional legislation: 



8abbitt said Congress has never actually detinea the boundaries 
of the Wild and Sce'rlc Mlssoufl River corridor He also said the 
issue of oil and gas development in the area must be addressed. 
and the status clf wilderness study areas In the cOrridor must be 
finalized, ' 

Babbitt said he wants traditional uses such as grazing and 
hunting to continue. and said he is open~minded about oil and 
gas deve!opm~"t 

The interior secretary said he suppons many of the 
recommendations put forth by a local advisory counc,! They 
Include maintaining traditional uses of the area - such as 
grazing, hunting and fishing - and leaving control of the land 
with the Bureau of Land Management 

Another key recommendation was 
that the area be protected from 
excessive use and development 

Many at Tuesday night's meeting, 
however, pomted out that one of the 
big feans - subdivision of pnvate 
property in the scenic river corridor ­
will have to be addressed by local 
govemments, not Washington, 

Babbitt arrived 25 minutes late for the 
7 p.m. meeting after his Delta Airlines 
connecting flight from Sa~ lake City 
was canceled. A plane was chartered 
to bring him to Clreat Falls. 

He spent most of his time Tuesday 
night listening to comments from the 
public. AJI 457 seats in the University
of Great Falls theater were filled, and 
perhaps 200 other people listened on 
speakers in the corridor and in a 
nearby lecture room, 

Conservationists have applauded the 
idea of a national monument designation for the Breaks, saying 
the primitive region is threatened by oil and gas development, 
off-road vehicles and subdivision of pf'ivately owned land for 
lUXUry homes, 

-I want to see this land protected for the people - not tOr 
corporations," said Elsie Tuss, a rancher and farmer from 
Floweree, . . 

"Economic development will eventually destroy this area: said 
Dave Anderson, who identified himself as a physician and 
part-time rancher, 

. 
Wendy Whitehorn of Great Falls gave Babbitt petrtlons with 



6.700 signatures supporting a national monument -designatjor"l. 

'Please keep intact this last vestige of the wild Missouri River. 
Future generations will tr.ank you for it," Whitehorn said. 

Other speakers Tuesday, including ranchers, leaders of 
agricultural organizations and 011 developers, opposed the idea. 

"The more federal management we have, the worse things are," 
said Terry Quaver. who said he has been mvoived in federal 
iand iSSues for rnore than 20 yea", 

Paul Urban, area manager for Kiabzuba Oil and Gas Co" said 
that his comoany has been operating responsibly in the Missouri 
Breaks for 20 years. 

"We control the only pipeline that crosses the Missouri. I 
challenge you to find that cro$$ing," he told Babbitt. 

Brian Severin, who ranches east of Great Falls and is on the 
board of the Montana Stockgrowers Association, said the people 
who live along the Missouri River corridor have done a good job 
managing it. The MSGA has proposed a local management 
alternative dubbed ·Undaunted StewardShip: he added. 

·We can do a lot of things in house without having a big federal 
bureaucracy: he said. 

C<loy~ 2000 .... 1OCI.ted Pntat. All ngl'lts 1'eM~" nil, 1'NIc.".1 mt)'!'IOt" IXIbftth«i, 
tlro.duaL IftItIb!\, or *~, 
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State awaits 
Tuesday visit 
by Babbitt 
Montanans want land protected 
but differ on how to reach goal 
By KARL PIJC1<m' 
TrIa,,'" Staft Wrltar 

MOn[,;,nolM <i:~ lookil'lC (or. 
w!)td to lKe-to-fM' mntinp 
with the CClUf'.t.ry'S lop land 
-an_lIlI!t rl'l,is 'Nuk ;a 

!semef\t lor IHhbl«. S. Intuner S~Nfo 
.ry BNte BabbItt No pron(H,lnce· 

v1~ its (0 :;a.! k J.bnu{ menU o.re .chedu.!ed 
d~ifm. se::ntary'stl"..:tt'!:ltement at the 
,.eond tri, TO m.Mlssou:ti River 

BnrQkS. m~r. in. ~ yeut, cs-. 
bin ~0e4 • stfttct\Babbitt's triP to BIt( 
at tht MWot.Iri lutS~ ~o\Jld tie ctnkfJ 

In !low on. of the "'"'S·)star,'. <:tOWn icweu if 
rThU1Ased in the 211t t:el\N.l"9. 

At Sabbitt"s reconun.end ... 
Heft, PnsJdenf Clinton hu 
ere.rltd fout na"" nO)tlQnal 
manumena in twI> rt:uu this 
ylft,. 

-Some an wonderil"llf if rtw; 
8r..1u: !, nut. 

-j think ItlOf1! DA a lor or 

people .1AAietU!y wlitinc to 
hear whl\( tho ..eeretary ii ;0­
ir" to ,.;y,~ S<I\4 Hup iurtdt. 
.l r:.rm.r IU'Id Tlln(Aet from 
Coff.. CI'ftk. ,.who hod.... 
\Qtl!J l'.4vi:scry- CQuru:U tho~ 

sruditld BHeia m.1.n­

ornel"'" ....tth tM 
tn(erior ~ftt and h­
n:av ot l.arut Manapmant Jay 
tl\e socntary'J miaion II .101.. 
!y f'O limn co dUfmIIl1t .Idu 
be/o,.. he mo1lr.a up Nt mind 
0/\ whac', be. (or;be INaka. 

Mftril'lp.", pwuwd Tun-

4:<y ~nlt Wtdn~!d./lY in Grent F,,1I5, 
l,,('wi<ll)Wll ,,)!'Ill rort fUnlon, 

'·lh~ g(!l'I~ri'lt COlI'l:Cl'sas is ltlf!), 
wan! It> p/'(lte<:t Ih:lt ~n::a," ~"ict John 
Wri';hl. I'm Interior Oepanmenr 
~r!'lkr.~I1l.l:I", ''7he t'\U(."~hQI! IS hq..... ? 
!.ia.\;lt"lIy. Ihllt',~ whM thc.~e ItiSCU" 
tl"'" ,1r'~ JI{,uut: 

'J:,C \o.'l:n::!r;ry will unt'" i\ 1151;1\ 
f,;\':VnJ u( nMianoi monunumt re(!')I'i'\· 
rnl:ll<,i.1J~a,~ Wllh lilt'll, f:Yen if IH'.I :U\­
fW\If!I:~mcn! (or tllt: f!rcll\(.\ 1$ 11'II11'Ii_ 
,1<:1'11, Alld h.') ITwde it ddt 1\1;'1( in 
JOnle f:I.'lhio" he W<lnt~ to prOlcc\ re­
m"'tc _ntl p03titlf! nret'llf In the Wesl 
(n:.lt he ¢01}kflC$ IIfC thrutenfed by 
Je"<,lk,pm~nl lIflU (iVf'fIJ$e, 

Th(." IJrC:l~ 1$ Mll')!\~ I'l h;'lndIul111 
if'lQL\ IhJt hI: h.,.111t\j:tlc4 out ' 

Bflbl»H Stty. 1h:lt he would r.(hCf 
W1I1M with lilt! ~ll1tlt'-S /;Un~.ion;'11 
dl:!i<.'g:uion on !rgi~l:;tinn crolUinj:{ • 
1\'I"IVcJ In;tn'lt(l!!TIr.nt plCS1:r'I\IJOI\ fot 
the li:¥,er ~i:«nu1'i, U\lt he hlllll't 
ruJrd PUI recomtn(mdilll 0. nut\Q/U1 
mtlnUfTlr.l\t. 

In rc"nt nM)t\fn.. pn::siwml eli,., 
lon, :tt Unhbitt'. recommenda1.iutl, 
hlt1 a'l:«i his MlLhority undfr Ute AI\­
tiquil.iOl Ad 10 lum fovr OrtM 0( fed· 
.nl land: in ANOnA al'\CI C4tiiOl'nla 
inlo nalion:ll monUfNlnfl. 

"He Ius way••:tid th.;t thc1c aI'- . 
Cit. al'O \>l'ICGI6J. 1M that he wot.Ild 
like CMgrc.u to dewlap I~al ion 
tv proctet lhe '.;tna"" hut Illolt "t 
W(»JhS do wh"tever he flCeded to r~ 
~erve hnd 11roteet those priotluJ Ilf· 
e.,,*Wri~t HId" 

In Mttn'''na. A 140.",il, $Ir.tch 01 
Ul"f'lr Miuouti ttf'ld .djlWltl'lt fedcnl 
11,,1'1'" aUe4 1M IJrt"lu ~ unde1' ton­
Ih:f4!nUon. t.oftitli h(.....n Fort 
Denlon .ad U.s, Hit In nnrth' centni 
Moot.l"a:, 1M- Sr.W ill knQwn for it. 
gcol~ul j",uura suth u tfte 
White f,;lifl•• uniquely sntlptd difft 
th:il toWt\r owr the rivtr. lLS JWtied 
hi:llfN'Y iodlotda l!'lt LAwis and Clark 
£>'podition, which poddlod. "''''''01> 
Ihe rraton.1imolt lJJO)'(Im .~ 

'11M! SOCrtlllt)' ~ Ture:k s atoM 
..dvl1Ory ,eoundl to ttudy man.p­
maflf at the ltrukl ,,,is tivt him • 
rt<Uml'l'ttt'W1otton on Mw ItCI)I.I1d I)t 
, .....Md, ....1cu~rly I. 11... ot (he 
upcoming rnc-cmcmn.i.ll. or 1M t..wb 
I1mi Clark trip. whlcit already a ero­
lilns ;\cdili!1MI rivtt lraHic. 

11111: council Gflmt up with ~ 
sl.l~ion" wt'!1eh ~ tIM tm­
bmmd, bul mOI1!~ couIdtn -en­
tin ...1 vtli,. new lund dUlpation in 
• Hpott t!\.,t they lumecl OWl:t.ln J.fto 
IUIIY· 

Mc;sntanA '. con,,..,vional dc~ 
lin" ..nU 00'11. Mar<; R.dftl'.~ hov# 
bftn cool \mimI'; " 1'1'" desi."MriCn. 
.ayin. Monllln_N haft lon, r~· 
t4 I" • ..re~ "1'14 om be taunled on to 
nudrus CU'I,IIlI mllN(flfICnC ehal-

MAY - I 


h::1'Igt:s w ... h ;U ll1(."f~:>:1f:U !l.Il.Ir:SM. 
In;'l Mat¢!ll(!'l reteased III i'lu'I(lncc 

or hJS MonU.n~ :rir, H~hkil! ~:.icJ he 
Wall ltN':I'II"~ iI prulTlbf \0.:; tr::"nt ~o 
UtIli: ..,hmJll/'l.e Ml,«f)ul'i. 

"! look fOrMaN \0 WOrkin( ....1(11 

YOll (0 n:cl'IgTti7l:) ilw :rrt't.1 f1u:d;,i~ of 
'hi.! !ped:lcul.lr ~l1d unique Mell, and 
~~,. ttllll It receiveJ. the! prut¢o.;t!OL\ 
:tnd Clrt: lhat it Oc.!:(.r.-f:l,~ II;. )~cr•• 
I,ry nw. 

Muntantll1-' on hnfh ~irJej( of IhI: 
de.~ign"lklll r<o;'lIW!' ~l1y !heY'I~ ('Bentll' ­
.pit hy the ~«rtIMY s "hilL TMy''' 
\QI:Ik;InS tf'lrw;1td to lobbYfnR: DlIbbilt 
in petson, lni<:m.:{ gI"O::!I.lP, ,11'11 '"" 
cou~ln( mq",t)c\" to rum out In 

'omo.
~I kno>¥ a 101 ut PI!UP'- 110m Ille 

wtKde '!Rlt'b 01 "".r, from FQrt nen­
!en 10 Wim!red, teel tlte ,~3f1'!l! way t 
do.~ Ulid Mmt Knox, _ fllnd'!;er who 
Mild!! Mi«aurl Ft,,,.., S!ewlln.l:s, 
which orpnomJ1t *' new lk.o!IIl>1UOn, 
-We would h~ !htlI.lppcMlOnLC'j to .It 
4nwTI wiO\ lUlU ;!tId di$ctlQ our cun­
~1I!"1U.w 

I..ut Wffl(. Knox ,ult Wll$ h~i"p; 1101 
t.nd D spot on WillI at f"('(Ipl(, w\lo 
will Id 1ft vi~t with S.bbiu a1 lhe 
iIIn.lltr .calherlnp in Fort' &lnton 
.M Lllw!.town Wodl'l••d:.y, H. 
~ntl to imp,." upon thI slcret"ry 
thai rl)1'It'~t1 h.,..... l11kenltOud car. of 
lho lilM reI" oeCtlQcs <Inri An eonUn· 
uti 10 do lC wit.hout mort feUtrll 
NItti, 

Jim V1:Itttt. ~Idallt 0( ,h. Medi­
dne Ittver CMot Club. saId lhe rna· 
juri!)' of iL1 100 Ir'u:mbcrs 5.Up~1 • 
natienal monumtnt des.1t<nll\lon, 
VUC4 uid in;:rnsin, toumm IJ 
d3nwctrc m. riYC:t, , 

''WiUit.lut mme ~cdv. fnill'l"Vl1'ent 
Gown ti'Mre.-we!.hiM it', &cine to be 
pttity bH m!.he rNer, enwonmea­
tally Ina usthetically," he l:1id. 

fut'lldc lIaid l:!::lbhIn already IUs vt· 
tonned Ihe .UMlOry C'OUnc.ii \hilt M 
-«*P'S m&ny<!f t.h. speciJic tnOlIUlp· 
inUit AComm'l'Id~(lon& 11,.1 i.,. 
sr<Nr ot I"I:lnclICI'I, t:OMlH"I'.tIunts~, 
cuUnty arW lIW. ofrkillill .ttd !nclu..'I, 
try np......,.tAllve, ClUM !.If!' Wllh. 

Tot'P'"' the lUi *"" thAI' trndl:tof\· 
al \./.let " IfllHl'ItalMd, ,ul;h a.. y.l~.
inJ. huntlrtC' lind Ci1i1inR. I'Incl tha( 
Nfto'Pment r.I'l'W:W itt rhe hlll'.!'-' of 
m. BLM, At'IC:ItNr k.y tlKlolmmenO:l+ 
(ion wu I.Mt Lh_ r"W)U/'f.O be Ju''Ould­4. 


http:C'OUnc.ii
http:gI"O::!I.lP
http:ped:lcul.lr
http:OWl:t.ln
http:rnc-cmcmn.i.ll
http:In;tn'lt(l!!TIr.nt


,-------­
PUBUC MEETING; a'''te 
allIJrnll H~I (!)rlQUCI J" P\lI)I,( ,-HI· 

1"'9 t::titINUlI r r:!l"'.lrlJ 6:30 !),,'"', 

T\I4$od"y~' ",. F'1'I4 AI'\! C""II~r 
11'.....' a\ "I. ~,,"" Ql Gft:Jt 
F'lIns B"etI,tI Wli meCl[ .....In \ ..0 
'I'nltllcf QfOlJ;xl wrn:\t'I4Ild;)y jl'! Pert 
BMIc)1I .... 0' 1..,.,.111.0,,",1" DfHiI,ls til 
"'~~•• "r~hm:l~ ,......'1 ..... 11\:.1 .t) j,A 
111):1>0':0 ':';C"'(\ ...cncat 

ed fI~Jm 100 M ••n." 1.J.",cicpmC"\ :;nd 
QV~I"U~(, 

.. fhe \(~y "lUI'''!!;C" j$, '('!On we iiI,) 
th;;t W"ll tw)lJ( rltCtgrhld"n;' 0«( tlC~ ,~:, 
nation 4dd!f) Ihe rrQhle1n' TbllfS Iht: 
(leu.,« being made ngh( now," 
'f\.Irt'dl: 'Inil}. 

!Jav. Mar!, M are." OVA m"il/)r:~f 
bued in l~Jtow!'\, $\lid U,')hhlt! 
WMIW'I: I., "t~il n HI'II'II nl :,:;,,, "<:1.111' ,"'I 
II: reel flit the h!'(e!.IIl!J ill"lf"lll\( nf I.i..:­
Vf!W\pmMI. Wtu!1 h.,. it.! -.l1l,lw (>;miin­
... ed gas pnlUl..lclicH\ WiLt ,1 ~1'f.k;l'g 
P~I\\ fcr lht! IhJVQOry t.:uundl. 

The: rn(!O:-\inr. in (iI'll"1 r,,;:, i!'I open 
\0 Ihe \ienen.) j'luhlil;, TI'Ic: ~»''1I!t'I' 
,athtnn4~ in Fun. lJ<!n<;td\ .11'".1 Lcwi1. 
tflW'l \lIi.! iuciud. "!.lI..:'I~ 11\;!mrwl"S 
frum variuw inltrUl groufHI" 
~Onc br'neli\ o( the \uaH m~i!1!,{ 

b: mot'C of lit'! incima!. (lisCl..uion 
\han you et\n get In ., I~rgc. pUblic 
!'IIe/Hin,," Mul slIid, 



• Tribune editorial 

Babbitt likely to get an earful ... 

just as it should be 


It prom:lti to b. il np·n.... an.a tN, inc.b.u1u tile pop. rt-Jer ean be ~_ in ti.me. low for ttlo:"'! ':'·)(U.el'Y.ltiOA 
L'1g :n~i :otr.orrow !'LiCht \Vhite ar.'l Ittttci1, b.IIdWldl, Tha::'s ",by we: support in­ Ule::r:.flltt a!¢!~.g we rt\"f!:'. 
wh~!l1n(eMt SeCTetar)' 9:'Uc~ pnur:e I.1ld rolUni r.ills. ~&$ed pn:;teC'tlon far the • -r.te Burna I){ wei Man­
·SabOin (UtMJ ":0 to"M"l. The prvm..iM MUsow:f. ltemel1t will seek adtitiol'llJ 

Th.:lU wantinl additional o!heavitl" Th&t'l wbythe citiz~r.·b~ r..ndl :0 wist :-.u'Il1 ccm.tn.'JtJ,· 
prol(ction for a l<l3,.(r.ut tOI.l.r.st \lS4. Ctmn.! MOAtana RMOurte !let ;and e.merg;t-r.cy !~r-."icu 
rtn!fcb 01 :.r.t' Mi.sto\U'i iijo.'H cambiotd wlth Advisory Council hu uudied littatd by inCrfLitC !CwUt 
~~ him iU the p(ls.11b;~ Uv1<:( th. pouibilil)' the issue at ltcgth ::u::d ,olicit­ :ae d'Jr,Lj ~Io:e ~ .l,QC 
oi t..'w!ir cause, , ot~up:s ~ OpieJODS from hundred .. of C!.t.rk bictlUtMia!. 

Ot.":-el'! $oM him u an 2JtIbU~ Wilt!lopmt!'.t Mont:mu-.J, • A ~ev !Il.Q-ntorium on . 
$ador Of bi« lonmmeci, U1dN~ Bued in!~ part on tMtt nfW ~r !I'Jd:ttus Vfill b<C! it'n. 
(;om' to Man!2.0a to Itre.r:(th~ sioa.lWmmy recommtruiAtiolU'. the: folio. pJemtmtd, 
en fttltnl C!)r.trot at the: a· MonI...... inS con<tid.oo.t should bt Iz\­ The desiCnuioa Wo tftuAt 
ptlU4 of ~rsonal fr~ pU,llunr (or ~onal ~tf1.I eluded in whatevU' de... ~ the isrul!s 01 oil Uld 

A few alGSpi.nc:y thtorists mipation that wtU :tIaifttain flQft s.bbirt evtntuaUy I!lI.kes: IV 4rilli:n( and other d~ 
.ven ~tr h.'t corning on and protec: _bat it preda!Di. • H,""",, ...s 1Is1IiIII wUJ opment lAd coml:lu\'~ 
tlthall of "muJ1..funh U.N'. I'HU'\Uy • 'lII11d UK. (oDtinue to b4 all~. tion. Alongthe preriOI,l;l S1n:tch 
mis.tioa to t'Jrn control ot the ClUters - som. qf whom • Gru'.nr 1ItiJl be eonsidflM 01 river. ~t'.$ should 

, n'lft' OYtI\' to some sh.ldowy have lon, tnjoytd th. pm;.. • lecit:imt.tt un (If the la.04. be impIl!tI1(!t1!!'d, where ap­
intft't'.diooai catf'el. left of\UinS public; ~udJ a;. • Jet S'':' .ru:! be prolYbicttd proprace. 

Whars roc people JO mOISt exciunvdy (Of dMtr awzJ from the 149--aUle rtntd'.. _net a.bbIt't.;u race it tWC'h 
W'OrUd up: TIl" tl.lturft :c.a,c.. pl"01it,.... pooh-poob. the O<!IlOG IDQtQrboat \Ue TriU <;ond.m.I. (0 qqwd TIM$d.ay ruC1'lL 
*gm.t11t of the: st'.t'elch of Mis­ thlt the nvtt is t.l\mtefted. tACt restrictions. TMt', (OOd. The pre:se:mt 
Icwi. and ldjwmt Jandt trota Tbey want ~ to my • ~rdU rec:rutiotW at ~o mIl1Y peopit from. so 
Fort BtI'ltOtl. eutW&1G to the jllft the wrt'f they ~. th&ak """"'lPJ:t will_ ....... cuny b~und:t will. 

lOrtd RoobWon Indp 00. U-S. I.Ionl the riVet ('OI"I'tdcr. d~ jllSt how impor' 

:ipway 131. But mar. t'lQt ltapptl:dnf • The teder&1 J~ettt 


""... tant the MisIouti River is to' 
it'f a sptClacularly smW: and it', ntrve to hapfl !.bit the 1IfI1l appropnatr furu1I ftI ll· M~. 

l VenlJe could be problem
• 
: Th4t orrpni%en: of d'tJ'Wd. 

: tt:itDGmrw nilbt, 'l'bIts a .h_t. u­

: publ.ie ~11ridl pecWlf iincc iUbbitr:
:• -s.cr.wy ... __.... 
: 8nIIt:tt a.bbilt tdl-.f· trip a an ~ 
: ukd the ~ for 1..1} ty to ad input frnm 
~ p..m. in tht 'F\o.'Am . IIU.ft7' MOIItanans. 
: Centtr thuta' at t¥ Kit tattr meetitip j,Q 

:. . UCi.-ea:icy of Gna ~Ol't Befttaa nil 
: Falb. LaiabtWh will tM 
: ...... 3S1. wilhiAmd_: _ 10.,."" 'nly. • 
: :DCA: tbut 100 1"0" Umn', ~ 
: pi.. mort: 0frP0Hd to dwu:t u &11 of:mcll't'o 
: • DI!W ~ tot inrthiia 10 41 mcrer 
: thl __• ~-:."'" Civic 
: i1.ll1med into • JDfIet~ Ctnter Conmrt:i(IQ 
: q ill L.ewt.1t0Wft. CIN~ or 41 .tu:th

vi... "'1WIIII>u tchOoJ.,..."""
: oItolbonthtother tor~lt-it 
: .tide olu. imae. itJ. sbmd4 bt ecmftd.. 
: bird to ~.tbd eft!d, _ ... it u.. 
: UGF'$ thuret-"':' rUCD ~ ...., ad­
: u it i.:I- CID Ittamo Yilt !:hast wantinJ •. 
: modatlt ttt~ poua'ble :mt to at'rift eerly. 

http:TIM$d.ay
http:lecit:imt.tt
http:Man!2.0a
http:e.merg;t-r.cy
http:tOI.l.r.st
http:l3,.(r.ut
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Babbitt promises battle to close pumice 
mine 

By .\lark Shaffer 
The Arizona Rl!public 
April ';6" ]000 

FLAGSTMF .• The 
huge. 100~foot·Jeep pit in : 

In his final year in office, 
Babbin is puning all of his weight behind an effort to tr)' '0 
close 'he mine. which produces the light. chalky material used 
in producing stone-washed blue jeans but which 
environmentalists say defaces the area. creating a scar that wiU 
last for decade•. 

But while 250 protesters at the mine cheered the effort. it won't 
he an easy battle for Babbin. who has moved recently '0 
solidify his environmental legacy, cat'Ving OUt large parcels to 
create the All"" Fria National Monwnent north o(Phoenix and 
the Grand Canyon.Parasban, National Monwnent north of 
Grand Canyon. 

The Sierra Club has made the 
White Vulcan Mine its Related articles· 
showcase target in its nationaJ:Q:yiL"' details of Q!9D !O MR 
campalgn to change the ~!J,~;:§il!! j'll28f
Mining law of 1872. 
Organizer Andy Bessler of the 
environmental group', Save 

. ,he Peaks campalgn has also 

the foo,hills of ,he San 
Fr3.tlcisco Peaks v.as 
anything but the way 
lnterior Secretary Bruce 
Babbin remembered his 
chi ldhood j aunts in the 
forest. 

"I was nearly in tears 
when [ saw what's gOtng 
on here." said Babbitt. a 
Flagstaff nati ve, who 
visited the pumice mine 
cailed \\lhite Vulcan on 
Tuesday. 

Ferrell Secak'Jku. former chairman of 
tt1e HOQis. and Bruce Babbltt. 
seeretary ot the Ir,tenor D~"at"lment 
talks abo\,Jt the damage aone to the 
San FranCISCO MouMtair'ls by lhe 
'NnibJ VulCan Pumice Mine nortn of 
Flagstaff, 

Click here for a 
slideshow of more 
photographs. 



"!nli5rtd officIO Is ot Indian 
tribes ~rom rhtou2hoIJt northern Arizona. \\no oapose the 
;';"tir,ing 0n rd!gtQ-U5 grounds. ' 

fhe banle pits envirorJn~ntJns:s against t\\O !omr~star.ding 
.adverSaries: the po\o\,erful /-\.ml!ncan :'I-tining Assoc;ation and 
Western senators who enthusiasticallv back the 1~8-\·ear·old 
mining law. . ., 

The law. passed to help prtxicce precious minerals for a 

:kdgfing n.1tioo. still allows minmg interests to claim and mine 

land ov.r.ed bv federal ta.,,!)aVers for $3 an a<:te ifthev can 

prove there are marketable minerals on the site. Thev can then 

later patent {he land for a nominal fee. ' 


Babbitt said he wouid demand once again that Congress 
.change the law. He said he would also be working with the 
C.S. forest Service on a process to have more than 70.000 

acres of the San Francisco Peaks removed from mineral 

activity. Babbitt also said he would be pleading and cajolins to 

cO'nvince Tuffiite inc. of Phoenix, which operates the mine, 

that "it's time to gO' home." 


If that doesn't work:. Babbitt said he would be poised for "a 
major political fight" to have the Interior Department given 
imminent domain over me San Francisco Peaks "to terminate 
trus sacrilege in the cOurtS of our land." 

Ed ).1organ, manager ofth. White Vulcan mine. said he's 
""';l1in8 to' give up the mine if someone wants to cough !1P $10 
million. 

"We've lalked land trades with the Forest Service for th.last 
decade. but those talks have never gone anywhere." Morgan 
said. 

H. said Babbitt would be opening • "hu~e can of worms" with 

mining interests throughout the co~try Jf the federal 

government tries to claim immment domain over the mine. 

"Personally, I just think that Babbin is blowing smoke and 

trying to play buddy"buddy with the Indian tribes," Morgan 

said. 


Allen Jo..... a Navajo tribal member from the community of 
Leupp and II. heavy equipment operator at the mine. Was more 
cynical about the protest. H. called it another example of 
"White people and the federal govem,mmt screwing the 
Indians again." 

ione, ,tared disdainfully at a group of Native American 
political and religio\15 lead.", gathered to hear Babbitt, 

"A lot of those Native Americans haven't worked. day in thei' 
life," iones said. "They're just being used for the W1pte . 
people's agenda, They are all so concerned about the """'Illy of 
the land, but they wouldn't hesitate to put us in the· 
unemployment line. Are they gqing to come up with a 

" 
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J~,:c:;t.payLngjob for us If the mine closes: Y~a.'1" right" 

j,"I:;-:'5 ::-.en po.nted to :he S'..El'r."'dt vt' \f0~:1t Hur.;phr~ys. ""-:-h¢:, 
~t:;;p :laYIng. Sa\"~ the ?<!::U.:3: f~J.f;; ;iKt! ::IJ ;r.;l>!~ f~om her¢, 
We're not teanng do....n the mOl;r.tam. \\.'e"re r.Ot e'">!n in the 
mountains." 

Reach the rtporter at 

\fadtShaffedi ArizonaRrpublit,com or (602) 444-8057. 


C'l ,""IFlED.." ~E ~r~' lOB'), \lEET'lDlR \IH£!:! 
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C9gvrill,hI ~OOO. AritOna Central 

Starth The Republic'~ Archivn ISubs<"ribe- 10 The RepublK;: 


, ' 

7 



Alandmark recommendation 

~hunk of Coior<ldo 

could b~ d~sjgnated 

national monument 

!! ~~!.~I,~~!,!,...~%" 
.'/d~' 111,,,1""4_ (1m."... 

.wASNIHCrOH - ',"ICricr Set> 
1'1!1.lfY !hul;c H!I;I)t)iu, true to \1.* 
word. will ICCoI11111er.d tn:lt Pru­
idC'!';( O;ntt'll ctcil.in.'lt.: I nlll;c 
';lv.mi:: of I,l.tld in -ColQudo u the 
fj:jl,io!';'5 IH.:weS! llJtiurnil m·onu· 
nI(,nt, 

I.!~bbitt ,:I,,0,4e his latent clenr 
dlJrin~ ~ vi,lt I"lt Yl:U to du~ 
pri1tine ,ill: in *outhwutern 
CollJrado - ~ppfQ)(iln'tel)' 

• itl4,(lOOacres in Mt'lnfCtUtnlt lind 
lh:ll.'fCI cOlJ!'1liel filled wIth \.:0\' 
t!':f~l and histori<: In:a$ore,. lit­
dud!!,. the r"bl.ed Ana.ui rail1,. 

He nid Monday th3llhe rU1' 
,ed C;lnyon land, Itt: "ripe fur 
e:ol\lidec.r.tion" 'lim" with the 
etOIOll:lolly di'"else SodOl Mo,lft· 
t~in, neu the Oreaon,CMhfo,nJn 
bor(iel: to become tht filth .nd 
sllth l'llilonal monl1rrutnts tu be: 
ctc..,tetl by C:int~ this yellt, 

Ccloudo ttcpubliCJ:M, ;n(hJd· 
1 ~n. Ben Niihthortc CanJp~ 
~a. h~ ... e sharply cr!(ocilcd Clin~ 

ton', UIoC ot the 1906 Antiquitle 
Act, wl\J,ch allows pHu'ldcnh 
wide LHitu\la to du,_nate 
Mtiow;l (.1L;I.:,;".;,,:~tt -1M restrict 
llind UN, im:IUdinll pt'Uhiblhul1'$ 
on miainl ll.nd'lollina, It took!" 
tlso e.,,:tend to aotlnl itnd I.hr. 
u\e uf rccn~atiOf'lal vahu;lct. 

"Wo ab$Oluttly oppOIe thl! 
pr••utenfs inv~tlQ" of tho An­
tiquitie. Act," uWJ Jame. Di.lylt. 
C4lMpbell's &pakc:sman, "ObY\. 
oully, we oppote, any simil.: 
:ction in Coluudo, We don't 
th • .,k it incofl)Oratcs the (cqWo 
Sito amount of ploiblit; input." 

BtbbiCt', 'l!uest:or, !a.5t yf:llr 
:hn ~h U''(!3 'PU!'1f.!eh1 ~:oce~~· 
cd s:a,'JS triUe:t::! 1 hattIe w::h 
Caro.pcei), who tr:ed !o $!CU{~? 
ELabbitt ey spor.sot"\ng cQmprQ­
:nise !erb!tt:on to rr..l(e the !.nd 
.t fl:ttionll cor.se:'Vl,tion ana, 
Campbell's $Or.'\twhn leu­
reu.nctivt plan 'N1I :ntet'lded to 
placate ~artcherl.!'ld ~rmers. 

Bl.lt Cuepbell aorupc:y tban· 
doned tl':u compromis. aoout 
th('u Wttlc:. "go heCIU1! of 
sr.i;:inr:;Y "extreme voices" an 
bod'i si(fu _ iocal property 
owners ar.d busil'leupeol'le or. 
one lUnd; c~ ... iro!'\t\".tntalll"oups 
on the ache", ~either Jeemed to 
like l1e senator't prop:ouL 

"it's unrot'!:unate !hlt ~he !ocai 
effort Wun'( there: to prevent 
thisloca! u,li.ina," Doyle said, 

In a eir at IOGal property OW!'l~ 

"II's .unfortunate thaI" 
Ihe local effort was>! "/ 
Ihere to prevent this local 
tak.ing. " 

- J,rM, D-oyl•• 

S81'1, C.""ooe,I', $()¢~esm.fl 


ert, Doyle u;d. "It thay didn't 
like 'his (nlttOnal censervttlon 
area) bill. they're going to leve 
the national :'TlOnumeM," 

Mark Pea!Sa~. ;he Oura.tlio. 
;'1Ied cnairmlA or t;,e Sier~ 
C[ubls natiol'u! wildlal1ds 
(Qmmitte~, uid tM e!'\viron~ 
mer..uJ community" enthusiasti. 
cally" endot'1u Babbitt't actior .. 

"(t', not unu~ected," he 
said, "These U1) c:etuinly ," 
world~lall, one...,t~l~kmd cui. 
tural rtsQur(;.e, thlt deserve the 
high.est level of prGteetion.." 

He Slid there tl little: practical 
dlfferen« Qctwnn C.1Impbc!l'! 
conselVJ.tion propollll and Bab.. 
bltt', ptan to conier natiolU! 
monum,e.nt statl,l, on (he ilru:t tn 
,.,th lnnlncea, he' Hid, there 
win be increased: restriction 01\ 
the use of ott~tud "etude,,. 

Pursen Idded th.at tn1) 
designltion would atso allow 
Babbitt to ll'J1..Ut moee to~etuJty 
for In increued bud,pt ,to help 
manlle an area he u:id hu tn~ 
ditionaUy been underfunded by 
ch.e interior o.putment. 

"The OM .ru of l!P'ument 
on all Sides:' he said. "is thlt 
this Inl needs more maney md 
mOA Staff." 

Chttct Jill..... 1__._lU21 40" 

lrt.atlt........4J.~ 
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APR 30 200JDo-It-Yourself Desert 

Sy IOH~"- SI'.J~ 
'¢<If;.,. '1 i"!I~ .t'!,~,;r,""",\ PJU 

rou 're on vow own at Ari:::ona snew 
Agua Frid park. But that's good. 
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",1t.'U.'\ :.:';~ :J.l'<;. :'1 ,N..1C,.lf\t'C :n.:ic­
)I'l Ustl!'l'l .J1 ~ :';(~:;-l! "'~'.l l.i A 
hetn 0t "",j'l~ ,<:'Uc~e ;:Ct'~. ! 
"~W""><)m~ .)i ;nv,,,.;npr.en inC 1 

.:ouple <)1 ~IDg ~1."\"1, 81J[ :or • 
few houn. :.he .~n~t litemed 
O!Jn ~nt, 'Nt mig1n.u wtl! !\aYe 
~ on the moon. ' 

&Ii. II )'QU'~W'JMC to ~ b' it. a 
~.S 'MX".:I <Jl ~ l'MlIt3 in 
,~ Fria: ~ oi :IC!'tS d. • 
monummt ire :pi: ~ by the 
dmrn ;r 'ID ~ roods thAt ~ 
the ~ map. ~ooof a· 
_M:.'IIIdlIis~Myw:c:m 
waik ~}QJ: wmt. 

.\glin acting on an inMQef, ad­
vice, 'Nt! hlked OOW'l'l &ditr ~ 
wu.h towud it! jwlcrion with w 
Agu.i Fria R.'vft. wf\m, we'd bm\ 
told. stuMlngty ~ petro­
glyphs (.gHld pkIMiaI 0ltViJIp) 
adorned thf rode$. 

Afaint hint of ,i $tI't2m d.tmpmed 
the rtvtnr, ~uend>.inI patehes of _ ....... __ond 


~~ ;1'Ifft feet !rom. 
where hostileclloila itId priddypear 
C2Ct\!.S dune to puched h.ills.. 

Whm! _Sorinp- ..... 
flY ""'. the _lmOd lip !'ria 
iij~ ~ st:ron( and !mi. .tJ. ' 
~ if! f'IUT'OWIlf and tncI't Wi­
.... """ \¥uhinctD... Rod< c_
the ri¥er 5tNck 1 ~ poet. • 
sPlU'klinc ~ n'bbon windinC 
_thobiu1ft. 
. I 5C2lUled the ltiaber diIs in VIiD 
for ~ IS thouCb tbI IUlr 
dent people woWd ha\II! rappdIed 
down from tbt me:M to brw' tbrir art
lil<Il __ window.­
Thmtumin&ond __uptbo 

wash. WIt' !IIW them 00 4Il rock fIaeI 
"" • ""' ... up tho lIlII (II1II. " coorw, in .arm's mIII:b ol a pcnoa 

APR 3 0 2IXlJ 


esubli.Wod ro:ad. 
'~~~.. I. way out wht'T1 

WIt 1aW thr'tc of tbt monwnrnt'5 
many gtazin( COW1 ioittJh.ng amid 
:5t'Ilbby ~ iJnt of the ani, 
mals (a~, by ~ and t~­
ament) ~ charted !rom iltt: 
~ _ U~ it ow ditnr 
~ wUwt ~ row r2mm1ng'1. 
'Nt !tit till! gIllS. the l!ovft in pu"lI.Ut. 

twa'l'tS11 {w.u::al'td (c:rast1!1s1 
..... die a..y _ """ _ 
rows). I,:U [ will adr:n:i:t 06ment 
~myne:n~~. 
,;I. d ~~ the wa.tA Wr! 'IW'f't 

~ t't'tnIdncwr tndIs toWI:n1 _ s,n., .... die "'* .. 
..,...,..lbiIa ...... """""" 
1$ it Mnd b held and SDted. (it it
"""...._ ...1_.... 
.Moo!"""joIobon.) , 

Hourslater, 11._mow tent.. " Iori!ouo '_' _ tlw: _ 
alItmiI>C!r .... " """,. I'/Qt qWl<
tlw: caJI 01 tlw: wild. but I'll ..... __Ilia_tho""""",..,,,---..,.,,.,.. 
""'" IlriI'IJ Wi.-.""llow/obouI~_ 

. . 
DIYAILS • AI.... PriG 
.-lIIa.....FriII,.......".. • .twIII: 60...""'''-* in!OI't 
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-lI?t~i iteWatOitup, ,hilt-; ~er-f tQ>:K -:;a, :".><:''> 

-100vt ',nil: bgt'l-witl!r ;'fhltk, ~1{l.."U1.inIiju:;t ·Jli;hljf~ '.'i'q 
,·u:d roij "p rour ;l3!its me -...'?lk W ::"!em, j.'i\! ~'l::"'r,~.r>{ 

,0 :hf! ~cntifl!.·nt.a1 §I1!:~!i '" OOlen :r~ <:IU'. TItaf ~ ~AGem ;n;.!ts of (o.ut.Une, u the men illes, and many. rna."';Y 
r'leks. 


The ~ntory i.nclttde:! broad~rlm<;l ~ 


Fieldo 

Rocks 


.treaktd ..taci(~ the mt' of it K 5trffi office bw.kii.ni. Oth­
~!1 are noblggt't than a coucn. with Just fffiougl1 Spai:e for 

,"'" Qu~UOI'l; How many tock!? 
An!ower~ t I\knov.i!ble. 
B«:aust ~ rocks fore'o'ff Olntinllt' to< appnr. as gt9t 

and:.m.aJl cobbles tumble intO ~ surf from ~ blciCs. .md 
j$ Ot~ are dt'av~ .and split reproducing fram O!'lt intO 
t'I.I.'O. and twO into Wert..o\.nd othtn disappm. ~raW by 
ero,ioo, ~ by wave and wat~ !ik!! doornf!d mari­
nel1. 

Beneath Its Surface, the California Coastal Monument Is a Deep, Deep Thing 
3,;' \t';U.l,l,,).( &¢TH 
:;:,J::... ~-~ ffit 'i/4ff'J'I'tW 
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NAME IT AND THEY WILL 
COME: Park Designations 
Rake In Tourists 

IV PAnuC)( 
10$lPtf 
UNIVfRSAL 
PRESS 
SVNDICATE 

Last October. 
a ~ma.ll 
ceremony took: 
place on the 
south rim of 
Colorado's 
Black Canyon of 
the Gunnis.on 
River. a 
spectacularly 
narrow, datkJy 
ominous cleft 
that CUtS ttlrough 

a",nd 
Canyon-P'arashant in 

is the newest 

I otMnonal 
monuments. The 

pol itical P'lot potato 
seems popl.ilar with 

pubtk;, (Bureau of Land 
Managementl 

the Colorado Plateau. The occasion was to 
celebrate a promotion; that is. Wbat had been a 
national monument was suddenly a national 
park - Colol'lldo', third. the nation's 55th. 

It was a big to-do for the local •. And judging 
from the cameras trained on the dais, the pteSs 
wilS weU represented. JOI,lma1isu earnestly 
scribbled in their notebooks. trying to get the 
meaning of it aU. The subtut of tile day', 
narrati~ wu obvious. 
. The politicos wouldn't say it. of COU~ but 
all the gold Montrose Lion', Club vests 
underscored the point: This was a vic:tory party 
for local boosters. a campaign (0 let more 
VIs.itors to Montro$e and more tourist doUan 
into the town's economy. Only Ken Gayle:. a 
former mayor of MontroSe. put it in plain 
English. 

"People plan vacations around national 

" 


I [ 




;arl(;:i,"!1e :laid ma{ler,o(,t-J~~l>,< ";'lot nallOr..J1 
n'}(ji,.:f1\eiH}, 

It seems chat \!ontrose, C0ID., whi.:h l.lnCleS 

itSelf The Home of the Blnck C:ln .... on. had 
grown weary of watching: tOurists 'pass (h~"ugh 
on (heir way to trendier locales such as nearby 
Ou(3)" Telluride and Sil .... erton .. charming 
little Switzerlands tucked away in brea(htaldng 
J.ipine splendor. former mining towns now 
given over, heart llnd souL to the deflning 
industry of the ~ew West; tourism. How was a 
cow ~own in the vane~ to co:npete? 

The answer seemed [0 be, "!'Vame it and they 
wilt come.' or racher. re-name it Gayle had a 
point, after ail. Fact is, most Americans .~ 
geographically illiterate that we are •• don t 
know a national monument from a steel guitar, 
Any mOOefately informed sixth~grader could 
name at least three national parks -- Yosemite, 
Yellowstone and Grand Canyon irn.rnedilltely 
come to mind .~ but national monuments tend 
to draw a blank. 

If we think of them at aU, we're liable to 
conjure Mount Rushmore. wilh its looming 
former h~of-state -~ a monument in 
another. more traditional sense. We don't 
readily think of MQunt St. Helens. [)evil's 
Tower or Muir Woods., all of which also carry 
the designanon. There aM. in fact. more than 
75 national monuments arrayed around the 
country. areas that. while spectacular in some 

. way or another. are generally smaner and less 
varied than their better~known cousins. the 
parks. 

In January•. I're'ldcnt Clinton added thmo 
more monuments to the list -~ two in Arizona. 
cne in CalifOmt8 -- a move roundly interpreted 
as a legacy-builder. Whatever the motivation. 
the action effectively doubled the protected 
atea around tile Grand Canyon wfth the 
fomUlliOll of I million·acre Grand 
Cat\yon-Panshant Nationai Monument in tbe 
so-called Arizona Strip north of the canyon. 

At. for the other two: 70.000·.",. Agua Fri. 
'National Monumenc is intended to protect an . 
arohaeologically significant area from rapidly 
'encroaching Phoenix: and the California 
Coastal National Monument protectS every 
rock. reef and island that poke. above mean 
high tide as habitat for animal, chased offshore' 
hy generadons of intense human setdemenl 12.. 




.. :cng the ccase Acre<lgt: is nt:Jr~y imposSible: 
iO c::\.':::JI:.ue. but the ~orU:l1enf 5Ue(CnC~ the 
length '>ir' the: ceast -- 111 MO m!les .. :tfid :ip;.J,ns 
an area j 2 miles wide. 

The move was greeted by the usual 
;Inri-federal outcry in some Western 
statehQuses. bu~ it seemed popular with {he 
overail public. even in Arizona. In an -era of 
rampant urban sprawL it s hard not (.0 be in 
favor of open space. Moreover. the land was in 
federal hands to begin with. Formerly Bureau 
of Land Managomen, (BLM) lands, all til"'" 
monuments merely sighify, as one BLM 
spokesman put it., "another layer of 
protectiQn~" namely. mining. toggmg and 
off·road vehicles are out. Existmg grazing and 
hunting rights can stay_ In an unusuai move, 
the land will even stay within the purview of 
(he BLM. rather than transf~rring to,the 
National Park Service. . 

In February. Secretary of the fntenor Bruce 
Babbitt announced plans for a third kind of 
protected Status for public lands~ something 
caJled National Landscape Monuments that 
win revolve around large ecosystems. rather 
than one significant landscape feature Qr 
"curiosity." 

So what. if anything. d_ all !his mean for 
tne recreationist? After aU. the land was 
always out there for those adventurous souls 
who wanred to see it. Stephen Trimble. author 
and" former fOre$t ranger. gives at least one 
significant diffeAmCO: -rbere's the interpretive 
quality thai: a monument adds. Unless you're 
intensely motivatod. '0 edw;all: yourself.! don't 
think you're going to get as mu<:h out of 
visiting wicie..apen BLM fands." 

Given our disconnect from that land. he's 
undoubtedly rig/l!, 

More Infonnation 
•• The S"",.U of Land Managemen, may be 

reached at U.S. BuR4IU of Land Manasement. 
Office of Public Affain. Room 406-LS. 1849 
'C 51. N.W" Wasbinlltoll.,D,C, 20240; (202) 
4S2.SI25: www,blm,gov, 

.. The National Parle Service may be 
r.ached at National Park Service, 1849 C 51. 
N.W" Washington. D,C. 20240; (202) 

208·6843; www.npll.gov. 
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_os MUST OFFER MUCH MORE TO SAVE ARIZONA DESERl 


It's on Babbitt 

to make land 

deal happell 

A month 380 we implored as such, their values are histL 


Gov, Jane Hull", look E.tablishing SO larg•• pre­

beyolll1 poUtIcs and fo­ serv. would b•• I..tlng lep· 


C'WI upon the pubH. benontot ey, Dot just tor Babbitt but far 
• poU'ib1e land ••chan.. willi the Hull administration aa 
the ted.enl ",,,,,rumen,, well. Ir. the rliht tlIiI1. to do if 

Sbe's done tllet. a. lair deal Can be worked. Out. 
Now the ball i> :Iq1IJII'oly III 'l'llar•• b41 "il," be<:al1le the 

rhe court ot Interior SecretarY stare must ~ve in return 

B",,,,, lIabbltt. ...4 with the appro:ldmaro value tor the 

and ot the ClInton era """ Imdo tc would roIlnqulab. Ba!>­

proacblt!g, t.be clock ia ticlc:.iq. blet tlIus tar has offere4 Ari­

II Babbitt's ida 01 • ~p of ..".. caly BUt la1Ids in 

fed.orol B_v of !.oftd Man­ ~ and state ntimates 

agemea.t J..and for Jtate-owued put tbe value at loss than one­
tnIIt Ianda is to be realize4. irs , tOlllll the val.. of 1",,41 _ 

up to the Mc:f'etary, a form.,. 
 the teds would aC<!\lll'O - $60
Ari:oa.a IOVenIO'C', to t!Dd I. _ ... S70411lilllDa. 
way, 

Obvlowlly. thers !lOt • iloo4 fBabbitt bas pond down ilia 
_tor-.....lI1t1me,/04- "Ifttl' list of sw.a trIISt lando _ boldl... _YeYe4 to thetile, boo ...,.. ""ald be undor 
.tale would be soklorlNaedthe domain of the BLM adpzot___pmonr. f... ~withthe_ 

HIs s:feIltI ........ _UdaIIDa: eoo4s .......noed for ~ublk: od­
_p-ma ilI.OOO ..... or _liDD. ... reqlllre4, JIIl,ytlW1a 

sbortof~ _ doom,.,.,..,...and ... _ 
__aleplm.ky ,"."... .......... t:.aIi:a PI_ 

_ ... _24,000 ..... 111 _ for_ " 
. the sav.tJeD. MtnmnHns ,. 'l'IIere .... otlIm: optioas,!Nt I 

P>f1 ...... 'llIcooa. up III ...... Babbitt .......I.gly 
l'IdI:IDI eM ~ for bas dI....l_ tllitlll. One la 

_ paymoot !D 1Uk. up tIIit~lolbe_part, 
and tbere.. DO deayinc 1bot dIff..-. Tbat ...... put or

tile __ Babbitt f""eo!_Judo ..... wor!!ry, Tbo 
la1Ids near t:.aIi:a PIMoant. tor with Utah Gov. MIIc4 Leavitt .. 
~ bave inmIdibl. pe. ..~lor Utah lands 
tentIa! for denlgpment. and. _1e4bythe GI'ODAISCIIir­

, . 
" 

http:aleplm.ky
http:ticlc:.iq


THE AR!Z:::NA KEPuol,C 

Interior s.cr.t.Jry Bruc:, Babbltt Wl'nts to pte:SnVIIt some tandlln A,.. -
%on&. but be has to malul it happen by I~"I what ttM '-ftral p­
011'1",,"* hi <tIttrInfJ hw Ute lands. .. 

cue-EacaLanh! Nadonal Moll• ideas on the table tor the..-. . sute'l consi4erat1o:a. 
1'1>0 _ bu ...-.u­ TIlls Is • .,.....s opportuality 

poujbIlldes -_ tile "'" to OItII>Usl>. couple 01 b_ 
_,pouiblo to tIIe.- tU:iDg proomves bofore It Is1_,.__"mille YleW ,oolar..Ofcourse,_ 
of _ .tIllf. 1'l>oy iDcI11tle ....ucI baw to iro....:lad ...... 
IaDda UDder fedenl bufL;linp, ..,._!bat,_ tnast'oned 
wiIiI:h tile .-!bell ...uld ttl tile BLM, !be lando...wd . 
~_to tile foda; Fonot not be used .. Indo bait for 
ServIco !aDds; rlPts to more . doveklpm_ an4 CD...,.o.. 
_ relIOt _ critical 11&1>' ...wd ban to /II... ito blOlliDi· 
!tat deolpadoas; acd debt "'" . Tbe oppommlry tor ..m.. 
lief on !be CemroIArizema IlliDa' ~ Is ...... Ida not 
Pn>ject. . lot tile idol 01 a _feden! 

_ougItt .. """"lIidor _ flodo tor. W:lI: of """"" 
andputamlzof'-aro_ tioB. 

1 
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lIhIe~ington ranee 
Babbitt may push 

2more monuments 

Oregon, Colorado officials concerned 
Bv ,),uorey H!.;oscn 
~»£ ..... 5 .. ' .. G~:" """U 

(nltrlOr Secretary Bruce Bab­
bIn saId ye$terday h.e is-eyetng twO 
new areAS for nauanal monument 
dutgnaUon. desP(te heavy crit~ 
iClsm from lawmakers woo ,ay the 
admtt'llstration tS iimonnl local 
QPpt»inon to the pro~oWs. 

Mr. Sabbut said ":tt the top 01 
the lllSf' fornewmonumenlrecom­
mendationJ to< President Clinton 
are t.he ecoloilcal!y diYftne $(!da 
:\1'owltlun In OnliOtl and I6S,CK?O 
acres CQ11ttunin. Indlan rWna III 
soumwe,t Colorado. 

Mr, Babbitt said both were- "ripe 
!'or cOnJtderatioo" to betome the 
fttth and !txUl monu.rnenu created 
by Mr. Cbrl10n tllis yc:itr. He 4i4 not 
say when he would forward hi! 
propo$4l1 to tM Whttl: fiouse. 

Recrtaaon such a:I hilunt and 
horuback ndm, would be al· 
lOwtd 1;lUt off'road vehi~ lito 
dirt bike.s and !nowmobiles would 
be re-,tncted and lQUUl8 and min~ 
mg banned. . 

ihe adm.l.nistntion) use of ttl 
).)Ower to crute new monwnentt 
has been I:tArshly cntici%ed by Reo­
publicans and at least one Demo­
::rat, Rep. Cal Dooley. wbOM Cali...:;
fornia distrieteneomp&Ue$ £)an 1')1 

the Sequoia :Sational Fbrelt Mr.. 
ClInton recently announced. 

Mr. Dooley ,&ill h. wu "deeply 
diSAl)pointed" the Clinton ,~w 
!stratum IjJnOre4 ,trcm. opPQ$l,nOQ 
by local re!'dents. He said moa~. 
ument desilJrlllOons ~stnct rteA­
adon and developmenc Md ant \lI~ 
tended to boi,ter Mr. Clinten'. 
environmental lelilacy and imw 
prove Vice President Ai Go",', 
support AlMllI enVltonmenra.iUts. 

Local official, m Or~gon and 
Colorado also que~Uon wl'~t.her 
monument s~arus IS "eaded to pro. 
tect lhOSt MUS, 

"It could eluninafi!' all of the 
multiple .:.ses - grazil'li, ti.tnber 
harvest, recreaconai vehicle, ­
anything hut hlkine:' said Sue 
Kupillas, a eountY eommissl(lIler 
who live! near Soda MounWft. "U 
this iU"ea i3 so valuable today. and 
we've had mUlnple use all the$e 
yean, wny !hould we dtaDp tt 
now?" : 

Oregon leiislaton went con·· 
('emed that an onecinC public ptr)­
cess to proteCt Soda Mounwn 
might be tnten-upteQ by a ,suddm 
declSion to designate the art. as .. 
monument. 
"[ hope that [Interior 
Secretary Bruce} 
Babbitt wiU consider 
{that} a lor ofpeople 
depend on multiple 
use ofthis lmuL" 

-Rep. Seon MclMis 

Aspokeswoman (ar~, Gordon 
H. Smith. OnliOQ Republican, wd 
he wu disappointed to hear the ad­
mini.tration may be short-cu'" 
cuitinK the pubbc prDCe5l. 
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"The senator would like to say
he .. surprl$:ed by tius, but h('$ hen. 
estly not," said spokeswQman 
:'.1ary Healy. "This IS just ClintQn 
trjl\nl to leave a leaKY, and unior­
tW'Ultely Oregon is ground zero:' 

Colorado oifieial$, who have 
been dacuuing how to prot(ct an. 
clent lndlan nuns in the Silutl\west 
COfI'ltr o( the date, had been 
alerted that the adrnitll$1ration 
trUihl dtsignatt the area as ana· 
Ilonai mottUl'nfnt. 

"I hope Ow: Babbitt will con­
sider (thatl a lot of PtOplo depend 
M multi9tt use o( this land," smd 
Rep. Scort Melnni.s. Colorado Re· 
publican.

Mr. Clmton hu created five 
monwmnLs and expanded another 
- Pinnacle.. :oJallOnaJ Monument 
in California - since ne f\n:t took 
omce by using the Antiquities Act 
o( 1906. The law gives presldtnLS 
emeraency authority to prt.teet 
threatened ~dera.l land! or "abo 
ject/J of hi!tor:le and IClennfic in~ 
teM:lst:' 

Mr, Ctinton bAs set Uidt moH: 
than 3 million aefts .. national 
monumenu, m<>re thM any pm· 
iden! ill. histOry, ¥ 

He created the Grand Stai.reaM· 
[val,oti!' in Utah us 1996; Grand . 
Canyon-Paruham in Ari:ton~, 
AaUII Fna in Arizona, and the Call· 
fornia Coutai montunttll in Jan­
uatf: . and most rf<cently, a 
328,DOO-aue natlOtW monlll'Mnt 
in cablo.nu.', Sequoia National 
F'o!ost.

• :nus arttcJe 1$ bG.sed in port 011 
win',.strvta report$. 

http:cablo.nu


More Monuments? Babbitt Considering Land 
in Colorado, Oregon 

BY MATT Kf!l.LI!!Y 
'tH! ASSOCIATIO '''155 

WASHr.-IGTON •• 
{nterior Se;:refary Bruce 
Babbitt indicated 
\-londay that he is on 
the verge of 
recommending that 
President CHnton 
declare new nationai 
monwnents in Colorado 
and Oregon, 

A swath (If canyons 
doned with American 
Indian ruins in 
southwestern Colorado 
and e<:()~ogicaHy diverse Soda Mountain near the Oregon·CaHfomia 
line are "ripe for consideration" to become the fifth and sixth 
monuments created by Clinton this year, Babbjn said, 

.Clinton has created two new monuments each in California and 
Arizona this year, prohibiting mining and logging in sequoia groves, 
the Grand Canyon watershed. an arid Arizona mounwn vaHey and 
hundr<ds of small islands in the Pacific. 

Babbitt has discussed reoommending the Colorado and Oregon 
monuments before. arid they ~ now "at the top of the list" as the 
Clinton admirustration works to flU out its environmcntallegaq. 
Babbitt said in a telephone interView. 

He would not say precisely when he would ask Clinton to decl.,. 
the new monuments. . 

The 1906 Antiquiti.. ACI gives presidents broad power to cre.te 
monuments and decide what uses should be restricted there. 

. Clinton', monument designations have banned mining and logging, 
and rntrlcted off·road vellicle use. 

Both proposals win cheers from environmentalists and opposition 
from some local ",sidenlS. 

"It COUld eliminate all of the multiple uses·· grazing, timber 
harvest. «<"'''lonal vehicl.. - anything but hildng," said S"" 
KupiUas. a county official near Soda Mountain. "~f this area is so 
valuable today. and we've had multiple use all the.. years, why 
should we change it now?'" 

Western Republicans have repeatedly criticized Clinton fot 
creating national monuments. saying the president has ignored the 
wishes of Congress and local officials to lock up fedecallands. 

"This js not about the environment. It is about the constant abuse 

TuQdMY, April 25. 
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of po\o\,er by the Clinton~Gore administration." said Rep, George 
Radanol,'\<:h. R·CaJif" ~he chaiman of ::he Western caucus in the 
House. 

Babbin has been openly t.l!kir.g Jbout monument 
recommendations (0 orlicials and resic.ents in [V,'O areas for at least 11 
year, 

"~t's an abuse of the A.ntiquities Act. but it's happening and ( think 
We should face reality," said Republican Rep. Scon ~tdr.ms, "Those 
counties down there are real dependent on multiple use (of federal 
land].' and a monument really locks the gate on those lands," 

Babbitt said ne would have preferred congressional action to 
protect the area. but "~it's tpe prote1:;tion that's impQnant. not the 
label. " 

4 ' • 

• ~ Ct1i'} ,iJIIl i!(l(ll). -I II.; S;JII Lit,,, Trit-un..: ;\11 ml,tcl ial fillm<.l <>n (!t.lh Olttin.) h .:ur:fi~fll.:..r~ 
S4h t ;11..': Irrih-uII<,; .m,1 ,h"",-'i.lkJ flJ.:\\ .. ~n. i(\::~ Nu 1n,!krialln.l~ h...: rt:ph!dlh.;'~oJ 'If IC\hl.:J l\ illlOut 

<'1"'''' 'lrr'''· ,,,..,, II", '->" ',d.< T.'b"., f I ' , 
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Monument is the final step in protecting 

the stately sequoias -_._­

Tiley are not !.be Wtm trees In the 
wond. Qf even !.Q Ca1ifOmtI. TbaC 
distl.r:!ct1on ~lonp to the redwoods, 

soanng more t1wl 360 teet Into I:U misIy 
Ktlrm Cnast sky. Nor are they lJ1e oldal; 
pnstlecooe pUle! In UI:e Wh~ MOWltaJ.u.. 
gnarled and poUShe<l by thfJ wtGd. $4OW a..a.d 
surlU81'II ot 40 cuturles. O'ftfi. that at1e. 

BUI AWlI seqUOia! combtr:lte bulk fUid aae 
in -& pacX&&e SO oye1Wt1elmina tlW ttl.eIr 
elfer.:t hardly can x COQvayed ill W(lrQt or 
P!'iO(ograplt5. Thieler U4 less tl1>em tUa 
:he related coast redWOOC1. sequoias are me 
arboreal Champions of shctt tn8IL 'To 
~aru1 in a,row of tbe a.adtat~ 'lll'bidt. 
can reach JOO reet in Ilellbt and ezcted 100 
ft'et in: cil"t!U~. ts to'.su1hIt ., 
sctambUna of the senMIL Awe IS I'QSIDG 
eooug,n to protect mOlt 01 tM ~ 
&lan( sequoias by t5tab1.lsl:Llna a U1V D&t1oD­
al monument In CaU1omla', IllOU4talcs. at 
Prendent Olnton ~ Ile IG~ to 
do. 

So I:S rutty: sequoias &f'OW .oaty (1) mo.. 
\~'\&laC1&led slopes ~ ',000 II.Dd 7.000 
tee! 1ft eieVaUoa. ad occupy 0Gly 11 
. scatteTeG VO"es Ui tJ:\e teaa'Il eDId IOI.ISIl­
em Skl'ft Nevada. But UMnt &lID .... 
urgent pobt1Cl.l eD4 ~ reIIIICJQI: tar 
ttle dectanll:1OtL 0espIt.e tile fI.me u4 
more thaD a century of p:l1)tedIYe elf... 
glant sequoias rerna.l.o ~ TbaI: .. 
)t!!en Uletr statui almoIt sIDc:e WIlUe meD 
Cf'1I wmblttd aa"O!I tIlem., 

When I"e'PC)rts ot these ~ ere. 
be&an to tncIle out 01 dieSIftra in tile tb.kf.. 
i80Os. U1e iAltYJ pubUe rapo~ .... 

_et. ThIS qulctly .... "W1!"'''' bY 
tbt u.rae to cnop Ulem dow'I'IJ. t.ogen 
rwanned ovv Ule mQUJ:Ita1ns C1urtn& tbe 
Gol4 R_ f_ tile ...... compo' 
tru$aUAble appetl.tt tor lumber. and _ 
....fly _od\ho __ 0' 'ellJq
Eatm', mast musve t:I"tel. 

tt coUld taR ~ days I'D sa. by l).gd 
t.Ilti:>U&b a ~ sequoia. and W1tM it feU 
tile brittle W'OOC1 orten ~ oa ~ 
U It TemII.1DIId l!Uad. tJle: tnlnIII: was 10 
momtOl.tS tMt It COU.!d oot be ll4n41ed IISIaC 
tile PnmtUve -1oCY 0' til. day..... 
lotJ:Ii.rI somet:lm«S Wd ~VellD b1'Uk 
it In.to tmailer pieC:M. Up to ~ pereeat 01 • 

.-"'-"'way-~ ...-typI- ........ --.~
_Ud__ ._ 
11 _ .. -... <lid lot • aIo"­
~ 11M JDocJt:1o& , 1tJ.aa rtuDo tor ttl 
bora. or ~ • wua. iD m&h pee 
,..,. of III 1_ Tao _ """""'" ' 
_ III til. 1_ aoJ7 ....... "'0_ 
It:Q!!::llible f'1M1n1n. f;f"OVa ..,. pb1cf14 
of _by_oIY_Sequoia 
l1li4. _ "'"'" 0- ....._ KlqI 
CcDyoa} old""at parb. 

........ _ .. __ dId ... eoct
--_.. ­,,__ ...... I!ovO QOI .... 
f��lodla 

III SequolaNaIIoaIIl F ....... __ lIIdu4<O 
abOUt bAIt me mrWnlDI sequo&A arovts. 
tJdl ~ ttmpotvtl)' III tile 1_ ' 
Ud 1_ by • sones 01 16_ II1II 
~ Cbln_ ... mat lC/IIltII ... 
_.....,~_III.....-.1_10 ___ ""-01 ... 

Ji,I:u:lt! Lsolaled: In patCI'U!1II or cltftl'CUt. Even 
today. to,.. admil'UStratof"S rewa the 
auUlority to allow SUdl act1vit:.es unl3er the 
SU- 01 "tJeJ re4lJct1oo" to mlrunu:te '11ft: 
Iluatds - • gre4t troo)" ~ wqU01a 
~roducd~ requirtS pe:rtodLc:are to dear 
the soU aDd su.mulatt teed rei... 

t.outalOeat the treeII may doom tkm 
81 surd)'. i1 !lOt • quiCkly, .. cuttlD.I them 
outrtllUo sequoIaS lecl t:IpJ'ooU. netytq tor 
water t.D4 !i.lpport OIl a oetWork of W 
rootS spf1!!ltil1lna )00 feet trom the trunk bUt ,­
penetratma only 3 to S feet deep. tJeclolde4 
'lOpeS loIe mttr $Urfact: l'M1$W'I! to ""'l» 
rat1oG. deprtVU:l& the trees. of water, Hu-vy 
10Jllal equipment, tompedJ tlU! ton &ad 
¢aI'MCeS tba roocs. Weakened and I'Obbe4 
of me buffertIII adect of UUCl fore:a. 
5Olit41'Y sequOia $U1I'er the NU taree at 
WUltt:r ptes and ~ vulllerabte to tho ­
-otUy forte cape"" of ~ them.: bloW­
d..... 

'lbe pr0pase4 aat10aal monu.trum1 'iVOW'd 
tad cam.m.erc.ial l~ near tile 1t&quoUls 
aa4 proted tbe bt'064er i!l:QtS)'!Rem 00 
wlikh _ rely, tt fe\1raeJUt the eompleoo 
tiOD of IA dOn bqwI ~ 1890, Wbu. 

me P"*' at Jotus Mutt _ ylsallt ,....sper _ ---- ­
pw pWllltllllt Georae Stewan .... w1thdl'eW 
7& tq\lIJ"a mua of forat land frOm pubUt 
Ale, Protl:tCtinl tu beart of wl1lt wOUld 
............. _ N"oaa! !'vii. 

ToCOlller"lll1OD.ists. ll0 years may seem 
a 1_ tUne. To II sepc».L already It. 
dtOi.1JU4 yean ~4wbeo QrIIt ~ born. itIS'_ 

.1 :s 
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SIIb'llllllt.UII Off_ 0 .. _ot \D I'e-uo 
BL~~cnD. R!ver$ide. CA ,-\- ... 5·00 

BLM lands need protection 

edits !baD !2l• .,.acy d.almecl. ne 8LM It 
oc & .. aM.lJWI to a ~ efI.UIIlWM4 
tMMptneO' iJtJ"81qY tlIat V&lQtS .,hier­
MS uG DOW e4nU1s bws In ttl 014 
i4¥eftU1ry'1iJOf'L 'Bvt ~t.e tIUI -tlcotrut 
~, rn1W<ms Of ~ atfa 
Caq;rcB tftteOdec1 U) be protected temaIft 
~ to ~me:Qt becal.I!e the ortctnaI 
study WIllS bftd. 

BLM_ .......... """_' 

YSJues. ne IlLM oYet'SIMI " I'n1WI:IO to (\0\

tn1iUoa ~IOIJ.c:ai Illes. me 'i&lr1eSI. 
moll qtted 1M tOaLtI6caDy ~ Impor­
tam bOdY Gt CUltUt'I1 it!!illlClWceI'" 1A meua;:" ib_lIndS lw'tIcr:us plaAt . 
U4 specie IisIDd 81 ~ or 
...................... 1.500_..... _ A.,_.•-. ._ 

Ibeep 11'14 elk _ 10 tDUUoa tc:2"!t of ., 

bbHIII iD me tower 41 .... &ad 400 
__ 01 _ bIftIS I'd)' 00 III 1111_
_AII ___ ..... ""..... _d_<III __ 

tar tbttr ~ tIM 8U( ed!D1t1.....lao.ooo_ct ___"" 
Ie _ oem of _ . 

BLM __~.IloUd_ 

_ BUI_pl1Z04 ror_..._l1li<* IIIbe IOId lor ___ "!lie 
_ ......... _~lIIoII 
_ .. 111_~­__UtIII_ ..__ 

h4"'etaI tCUUe. wa1t.h .. boW 2.3&1'"
OII __lObedllllecloolllJol_lD 
,... !lift lllkes ..., __ 
__ fnIII10 _ ..... lIIJoI_IIIC'-ooIy ,_01111_ 
10II1II­CliDIIIo _ <I1I"ocl lOa BIJl 10· to' 
111_ ,.. _ IOIId 10 _ 

_ IaadI. BecauIa tile 1Ir(ft will ..--pob1lo---" 


tune. tl\(!l S::;Udmi landi ShoUld !Us)' be 
wnponnJy WltlIdl'aW from rnuun.t aM 
oil dttWna in order to pra.erYe pJ.a.nn.t"" 
optlOU ?eftd.in& compleuon or Ole lAvec" 

The pl,lbllC aJ:reaay supPOrts Um concept. 
A recut MlJonal POll sboWed that !"laboO­"'­
Wide 66 pertttlt of AmetlCM5 iavor pro­
tec::r:mc me atmWed 5D million .tJ'fI or 
DOC Wll4mles iA we WatUTl swes. 

A pftStttent cu e:s;abll:m an eMUf"U1I 
pWUc IaDd5 lepcy, ttesptta U 41211-av1­
l"OI1ll'lIUl1 ~~ 1heodo~ 

RooIe:vett d.lbUsbt4 9B miWoD lI.O"e:s as
N.-.JF__ IO __ 

II!m!S 1M o~ Q.It1OM1 fIClJ. ~t 

Caner _liSl4e mom t.b..aD Mm11iklD.ere 

• lIIl1011A1 monumt!'Q.Is &04 ~ an " 
~ 100 mUlion acres from ~ . ­

P'resident C1ntMl ea M\1l4rly ~ lilt-­
~vtpow~rs (0 pW:.~' mol'1l.tOrtum 
apIDIt dtWlOPl'I1R1 00 Ih oa..w:rc. 01 
Bt.M I&Dd es#Jnatt4 to d quaU,t,f. as ' 
~ untU Ule new I.avectDtltl aM' 
PIIM.ue compk!te, lb.ts wttfUll1l.-wli wou.Id 
ttI1't me BLM e.trem 01'1 • paUl 01 ecto&t­
cally U4 If:II.IlY tcNGd maDarWlDI., In4 
resu.Il ill mUUou 01 ac:reI JIlV':d tbat wouldodbu"'_ mnau; vulDeftb1e (0 oU ftU!I' 
aDd ttUoes. ~~ at Al'nfn-" 
ClIIIIlf'OiUld blDdt. Just .. mclIy Q nJoy 
UMl vakIIDI.l)I aec:ompltlii.l'MlUS at ~ 
.- _ IOIId c.mr. , 
.1......1<...".,.,_. ­
N.M. H • .-weI Q4 director of thir 
__ o/!..oM III....,.,.......... .,. 
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"""'" _ribwM N..,._. 

ILf 


http:monumt!'Q.Is


" " ,,,' 
Science/Health 

-m:IUII 

• 

Seeking to Safeguard California 

y(ountains by Way of Congress 


Related Articles 
• The '\;atur:;1 World: The Environment 
• The ,~ew York Times on {he Web: Science 

Forum 
• Jojn a Piscussion on The EnvironmeQ[ 

"By 8ARBA~ WHITAKER 

ALM SPRINGS, Calif. .- Postcards from litiS dese" "'$O"P town often feature a golfer in full swing on a lush course. 

driving toward a majestic mountain range in [he distance, 


But if the two make picturesque partners. federal officials are 
weighing how best to secure the future of the pristine mountainous 
backdrop as lhe demands of development and tourism ihcreasingly 
encroach Qn the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains. 

President Clinton has put the mountains on the short list of areas that 
he would consider designating as nationallTiQnuments. a move that ' 
would makt! them off limits for any purposes thaI would change their 
characl:e1'. ' 

The possibility alarms some landowners worned about property 

rights. and developers concerned that ir would have an impact on 

projecl! around the base of the mountains, many of wltich command . 

10~ dollar. 


But in an effort to proteCt local interests as well as the mountains. 
Representative Mary Bono, Republican of Califomia. has introduced 
a bill that would confer monument stams through Congress instead. 

. The bill. now in the subcommittee on national parks and public 1.3 
, . 

I of" 



!;,;nds. 1:-;;;'$ ,0 Jl.!cress local concerns by ;!S5uring. (or f.umple. :h,t( 
0l) ?~0:t.'~'V'·C l't'i1;ne(~rs v.lth ~es;ric:lot'!s. Or. use \\-Qu~d O!! ,;re\.iled 
_r .."".. cJ':he '::v",;..;:Tlc;,:. Jr:.d :h~( IT';:r,J£e:c:erH 0( ~:1e :-:1u;1:,,:rr.::~: ',\ VJkt 

rl0l ..:h;';':l~e 3$ :h!! i'ed!!fal go>ernrr,,,;:): ;k,;;loped .l..:ompn:r,eO'$I\f 
plan r'or the .lIen:, 

"\Ve',,!! been \ery encour3ged." :\tolly \1cL-sic, a counselor 10 Bruce 
Bobbitt. secretary of {he Interior. said of the Congressional effort. 

O({i";l~1i hope the legisl:uion will be more paiarable [han a 
presiJential.Jecl;uation. Private lanGov.ners hold about 55.000 acres 
within :he ~n_ooo acres in the proposed monument area. :md 
developers. the Agua Caliente Band of Cahcilla Indians and mHe 
:md locai or'fici3is all have stakes to protect. The monument 
desjgnation directly applIes oniy to federal lands_ about 150,000 
acres. 

"We're beginning at the grass, roots rather than the adminismuion 
coming in and saying we know What's right for you." said Rusty 
Payne. a spokesman for yfs, Bono. "~lonument is a dirty word 
sometimes with Western Republicans." 

On April 15. Pres,,!.n, Clin,on Officially designated 328.000 at"'" in 
California as a national monumcnt to protect sequoias. It was the 
fifth time that Mr. Clinton had created a monument using the 
Antiquities Act of 1906, which aJlows a president to change the 
status of fcderallands that have scientific. historical or architectural 
signific;lnce, He has also ex.panded an ex.isting monument. 

President Clinton has now protected more land in the tower 48 states 
using the act than any other president ' 

All the designations have been in the West, But some lawmakers 
and loca! people have accused the presiden, of misusing the act. 
which they say was: intended to set aside much smaller areas, and 
'hey see his action. as heavy-handed and detnmental to local 
inreresL'i. 

Although the slUpn<$$ of the Santa Rosa and San lacinto 
Mountains make. them nearly impossible to develop in many"""". 
develoPment now reaches right up to the toe in severa! areas and 
extends into the mountains. in some places. Pressure to tiuUd in the 
..... i. expected to inc",.... as the Coachella Valley. which includes 
the desert towns of the region. grows to an estimated 47.5,000 
residents from about 317.<XlO in the nex.t 20 years. 

The mountains are used in a variety of ways. Including cattle 
grazing. sightseeing and tecreation. They are also home to 
endange",d bighorn sheep. 

Private property owners are said to be evenly divided over the 



designation, 

Thc "caple '"no :Ire Jg:lirHt ,r,t! ;110nUrT:t::"1[ 0r .:r;! '·\(lm..:d .:bou[ I[ 

are concerned about intrusion on propcrty righ[s.'" ~,.Ild Ruth 
Watling, who is chaicv,oman 9f {he Pinyon Community CounciL:.ln 
advisory group for the propeny owners, 

Those supporting it are worried about intrusion tram the increasing 
number of d,ay-trippers and tourists who visit for hiking, hunting, 
horseback riding or off-road vehicle use, 

The habitat in th'e area is quite fragile. ~1s, Watling :1oted that it 
dated back as far as 12,000 years, when it was tal! pines. Sow it is 
home to pinyons and Junipers, which will not regenerate themselves. 

"It's really rare to see a seedling pine," she said. "Kind of horrifying 
:md intriguing to watch," 

Although much of the land is already held by state and federal 
governments, traditionally there has been little financing for 
management and conservation, Bill Haven. executive director of the 
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy, which has pushed for 
monument status. said such a designation would not only raise the 
mountains' profile. but would help to secure increased federal 
financing to buy private land in the area. 

"We're not ultimately looking for the national monument designation 
to protect aJilands from development." Mr, Havert said. "We're 
looking for me designation to at least maintain. if not enhance. 
Congress's willingness to fund acquisitions from willing seJlers." 

But private landowners and others who have interests at stake say 
they do not believe there is any need for the designation. Instead. 
they sec it as a federal land grab. which will result in access 
restrictions and loss of property tax revenue. 

"We already have protective measures." said Larry Paul. president of 
the Mountain Coalition. which represents private .,lterests opposed 
to the designation. 

"I'm aU for protecting the environment." Mr. Paul said. "but we have 
everything to lose. and I don't see anything to gain. All that's going 
to happen is the limiting of uses we already enjoy." 

Addressing such concerns was the purpose of Ms, Bono's bill. said 
Mr. Payne. her spokesman .. 

"Economic development is very imponant.'· he said. "but so is 
reason~ble land management and environmental policy that 
preser'\'es and protects. We are running out of land in America and 
Southern California. and we are leaving nothing behind for future 
geru:ratio~s.'· 

~1~SIOO 6.08 PY! 
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for tel'S expansion 

Grazing can fit into land&!ape, secretary says'
ay-­T'w1dMo5tW' • ..­



:;":\!'~ ."-"I;""':':~ \\ l..i -:o-I!'JJtg. 
'1 ''''OUlO hope :it!ley ;:re~ :o~o 

,omern.n.g J"1 :daho t.'\ey tndude the 
;eop!e- or ~hl!1 ~ace anet!.hle congrH' 
'HOr:al de!e-gao.:::n.- Si.mpscn said.. 

9aCtlJl:T me{ 'N'tth ld.aJ\o ~ of 
:itatl!; ?ete Cenarrus.. a.r.d other 
ratI<;."ers who ~e cattle and s~ 
I.Il Laidlaw Park a gras.'lland sout.!'l· 
w~ ot CraIers that' is S\.IlTQunde<i by 
lava r1oW'$. 

He said h~ would retUrn to toUr the 
uu 'N'lttl rh~ ·ra.nche~ in a few 
weela. 

'Grazing is an ~ appt"()oo 
priMe use tor ~ landSI':.ape.· Sa.bbttt 
said. 

The rancnen were cautious, 11ow~ 

"'""Tom Peavey of Caz,:y wants to. 

know how It wcWd aifea: r.i! ~ 

nons. 8 .. t he ~ a monument a.! 

bringmg e<:onom.lc benefits: to tile 

iargoly~.,... 

-tt It ~·t cl'lanCe • !«. It w<:II..11d 
"" good for til< IJ!!le ,own 0/ Canoy; 
P~wysaid

S""""","", COOlIll\IIlIti.. _ 

"'l!"d """"""'" 0/ tho """'"""'" or
"pgrade 10 national pm. ...,... for 
y..... 

Fonner li.s. Rep. RldwI:ISIolIInp. 
D-tdallD. _lO!d • bill 10 expand 
"'" ""'_mol ..... ~. pm. in 
1989. 

Crate!'! eumntty att:raa:I 22:1.000 
visttors ... 'jUt. F...xpa.nsion to tndudt 

SQ1;ther.; ':ava :1cws ':':o<e :cr.~ O<;l'...1 ""'-­
and \\.-'aci la\"a ;:0"''5 .::o~r:-o :r.rer· 
ltlt~ ~ ~:I..:.!C ~r.::~ :':".c~~ ·~''::''.!:S '0 
-::<!' .::~:l 

9ut ':;e ~·Jnona.! ?1!X :~:-.K! ::0­
~ S{atl.i::;gs !>ill, \n pan :.t!'CJ'.lSe·;t 

ailOWI!!Q hunnng .me gTUlJ':g :0 con· 
!'J1ue.· Baoolt! iale he :s srudymg ex· 
=anslon at me l!'.vttaocn Qf fOl1n1!'t 
beY. John E'Iaru.p~d1!'ntotth1!'D.L 
Evans 8ank1tli e~. 

Mag;;c vaUty bU$~m hav1!' 
~~ and SOI.ItMm act:.:eI6 
to utlprovf! tourum in :.hat ~a StJt 
cdlm que:stIOn :..~ need for addiuoo­
alProrec:iOrt. 

:-.Iolan Bowen I}f Idaho Fal.!! said 
the government already h.u et".(Iugh 
com::ro.l over the: lives of!dah0a.05. 

"I """.,_ P<"tl~ would d<stroy 
things as much as they say.' he said 

to remariu Tuesday to the City 
Club of SolSe, Sen. L.ury Craig. R. 
{d.aho, crn:iaud the Clinton admul.i.s­
:ration's USI! of the Antiquities Aa as a 
heavy·l-.anded approacl' to depriv\ng 
;\tner.c:at'"s ot public 1ar.<1s Wtthour 
!ll<ir input 

Craie said :nest at the Iand:5 in and 
arourut Craters of the Moon an al­
ready p1 meted and attn't Uuute:fted 
by~ 
~ rich blue iava rock might 
_y become popular lluildinll 
-. Babbitt said. 0..;_.
as anatioftai monument would WIth­
_!Ill! JaIl<I from_~ 
ll>!DI.-Y", ___ tbe_is 

until· it's too laM,'" Babbitt said. 
~me$liCCeS'klttQJUnWan wm. 

s.ay .... l! )~ou!d aUC'Qon ~:us OJrt.· 
The Sar.ona! Wdchioe Fec.~rancn 

Jr:teo. ?:-t~lCoer:1 ';;j'l(1')O 1n :-';e~cJv 
'. ;'h,~:'...i>~ ::.e ,~ ;'.:;:Icr.·~>.;e 
I)....:,~~ CJ.n10nlatias m iOlJtn,....·e:st 
:Ca.r.<l .1li a naC<'lO,aI monument 

8i!)bl~ S<lI<i :,'".11 Owvtlta <U"t nO( 

C".!ITtntly on hiS om ot an.... <lJlder 
mtQy, ,)...,0 for him ar.<!th¢ Clinton ad­
rrurustt7tnon, t!'1~ C:OC\( oS llCkm, for 
;les.gnanng mott natIOnal m01'lIJ­
""""'. 
.!~~~ now and Jan. 21, 

zooe ~ 
- Statnman tf()Qrter Ken .\filler 

COIltnbuted (0 eh., N!pOrt 

Group urges Owyhee protection 
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the MOc!<r-/' Lava ...."" 
Lava Flekt

'="j;=--.. 
• EltabtlsMd: May 2, 1924
". sa: 53,545 a(:tQ:S 

.. v~ 225,000 armualt]< 

.. E~ fwI: Sol :lef "tnlc!e $.2 
per 08""SOn On o!C)lCle. r!'IO(OrtyCle or en 
loot. 

)to SlJprtrfntendent: James Moms 

For more infonnatlon 
WWW;"lD!,QOY/trmot' 
Adateu: P.O, SOx 29, Areo. 10 83213 
Pnooe: 1-208-527·3457 

..._­

Babbitt proposal 	 What is a national 
monument?,:1' "'i:d.~.";,"~ : :,:'~''t,. ~'4'~ 'r '.': ;.~ ".!~!:~~,a~ ~1r~:~:"'~:~;-~ 

': • - .' ,"'- -::" .0 : 

,) ;0 

.....::.~ ­

..Mes 

~ 
L 
75· 

Craters oi..', King. Bowl 
....' 

; CRATERS OF ' 
, THE MOON 

INATIONAL 
MONUMENT 

·i·*~*"l'·. ;,.;r"i:·~:i";. ' 
,<ill lISlce ';y :.~f! ?'e~~ae('l! "rc~; '-i! 'i\.,. 
'I":cn:y ~r :re .\"'.IIC("I\,eS ACt Cl 1 ;CS. 

Is it a national pa",? 
Not fUlly. mcUQM IN NalX)t'\aI PaN 

S~NIC8 aamln!s!e~ most natlonai i'I"I¢('v. 
monts, Only CcngreS$ can estaOll$n a 
national :::;artt. 

What area does 

Babbitt want to expand? 


CI'1It.,. Of the Moori ,'IIatlonaJ 
MM_ 

IM_ SootoIary ___ h;l""o" era...ot .... Moen Na__ en T.-.,., Walldngaicr1vl7l&nmof 
tn. er; Craters~, M talkecl WIth reporters and monument Qtflc;:iais abOut the posMIillty of ~"". bounCIanfJS 
of me monument to iodt.de lonnatlons out:sa!tle monument alOng N Gteat RIft. The nft c;:ut\l1OUlt'l aerou!he Idaho desert 
and has numerous lava Iormal3ons but ~ Sot:MlraJ areas of grau1and /tla:C CQUjd sUI be tnII\8Q1(S fer li"Iestock by !he 
Bureau ot Land Management He !lew' ~r 1tWJ Iot'madons ., !he moming. 
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Am.erica's cultural heritage: 
I What Babbhtisidoing is right 
i . 

ay JofI Wldon 
SAfegundlnl wh.:U <oil!! hav~ lUt 

of Out unique and ~e lmd­
,ape h". Sau:hwett CnIQ~ t:akes 
cO\l.r'a(~. rn~or SKnut"l' 9ruu 
Bahhitt i.t de'!tlotutn.tins: mat ltind. 
of -e:o.un.g:e Jl his df'ot'U (e pt'OU':Ct 
the 'lUt l'tQfC ofmdent I'Ui.tI:I near . 
Corte:. h l! U1\fon:'W'1ate th.:lt odl­
crt in o1.ir «ImmunitY lukl1ci this 
"ln4 of foresilh4 a.nd uader­
mil'lo!d. ',he local: rC1i<t.mc 'Wbo 
wd't' worlQnr bard I« a. ~cd 
$4iUt.i<ln. 

Tbil february. sec.. !tn
"'i"d'!""" c.mpbdl lA=<i1l«<! 
his "'CuslO'Il of the A.a.o:e:otJ 
NaCon.aJ Cc~on Ala.. bill. 
Whll<t c...pbdl" Inn tell ""'" 0( 
what \QS u-.dcd 1.0 pro*, tlse 
v:bt am.rol~cctca1s.ita in 
ch& CU1JOC1'. it 'dI I. fI2lt,. !ft¥i. 
:'Qt'IJZlt!!SW ~ toUeht $OJ;Ilt: 

tlilht ~ iA rht bill. 
"'" ,......u-, ..,.u with ... "IT 

I 

or Cortft. Monr..numa Counq. 
S~u Oil and the eautclIUll'$ 
AUoci.acion t.hac thiI tegWatioa 
'4s :a good vebiI:A to baLmcc PfOoo 
te(tion needs with lllliDtaU!:lnc 
the area's runl charKtct' . 

BIlt rca tb..I.A rwa tIlOIlttv: ~ 
. iIl ...._' <he NCA ~W, Corn!> 

ben ~thd.rew it. Sa.d)y. his deci1,lon 
..:u :nll:ueru::!'d by 1 unaU STOup of 
landowners ·.rho sprm feu 
throughout Momnurn.a C¢u.oty 
wit.~ uo:r.s:.Ooruli:ted StOries abo\lt 
~pu !min; ICtHt !.o thtit prop­
t:'rty .ctd r:tnchen being rue out o€ 
bUliI'1~ B~ drt)P¢ul hu bill. 
Ca.to:pb«11 \tIutiy_ disappoinred
toaa who h1d wort.ed 110 bard. :0 
d«'YiM a. btlanc4d 5Olw:ion, With 
no ~vt $Oluliott n::aWnitl'( 
Qn !.he lable, lbbbiu sma to his 
promise to uk President Clntoa 
tel designate a. rwiOlUJ mot\l.l.mCnl 
in 1heltO. 

Desp-jte the loss of.t WOI"bble 
l~sbQ... approad\. we rtftUin 
hopefUl that ;& uationaJ thtIi..... 
rnm~ W1 ~k (Qr ew:ryo,ne. _hile 

.pt\WtcW!g rn1 p~tatdoa (or our 
o:Ultun.l h.crla,e See:cwy 8a.I> 
bit: ca.n enJU,l'¢ that the. moaVo 
ment ~c... mete. aeeU br 

indudinr MYtnl!nCU't:L f'risUe 


. atr)"OlU tw::.b "II Croou. Cahone­

aDd SqwNlhp_ ...uld 1M 

kep~ in us undUtlJrbed Jt:lW~ 
Theli. UQII (ontam the Oat 
OppOI"tu.nirlet to ,nut, ancient 
sita in :her ~rur:al Ktemg. and 
ihould be: ~ed ~o ~ 
lheir remote clwwer, Oil ktd. 

p.s d~loplt\~tH ~ou.ld continue, 
hut be a:r'.it4t'l: to =WCnf Vu1d" 
If'UeS. Mon c.f :ht: ~onurn~tH 
U'e& is undf!r 1~2,11!l" .ururiy. 54 Uti' 
~dn 't bun tn~ inc.;uav. md I 
ceomptil'lC the SlTUlI r(m~nif'l\f 
urea would ~ve ral prot(,ction ~o 
U'(:h.:&c:o!~t:.U ntd it. the mort 
r.mote eumCtl tn :he ~cn. _ 

M.ail'lwnin( SoUtbW('lt Cai-. 
OMo', '!ric:ultun! Ult.'tyle u Uo 
~emtty imponant; 1O th. mot)< 
un:wnt should:.Ul4w fot contlnu.d 
I.M=toU gtUing. ttl 10nf .., it iJ 
Qtried OUt i4 *rn..tI!.Mr :.h.n U<e?, 
thc"land hc:UthJ,- Wttl\. these Ca­
Qlret. 1..... national monuQI,<:nt 
could pn.Mde a'\IJy ~ctd pro­
~ <# 4Ut C\lIu.u-al: heritllt' 
a.nd m.aUlulUnu: of SOUm'Of<'St 
Colorado'l ~e'.llwt\ll :11111 r<.ln.I 
14)' Qrute. 

It a.IteI ~ur..ce 1.0- n.:and up to 
hanJ:l /iwtori¢, and do wn.at ;, 
rirht to ptGUKt our laAd '1nd 
Ulciel'\.t ru.to". It ~ 1:Vt'f'l mote 
10 6cd. th. dcli~ balatict dw. 
will work !or :&11.. StcTIl:W'Y 8ahbiu 
is doinIjw\ rbat. and \frtIe in Sou~ 
west Calof'14Q sho.ud be gt".ttri'ul 
hnhiJ~m. .

M/vtJW". It ..-.:f4kil__ qrlw 

"""'"' E...~ c..w.... 
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Babbitt Plan to Expand National 
Monuments Includes 1 Million 
Acres South of St. George 

BY BRENT 

I$RAELSEN 


THE SALT 
LAKE 
TRIBUNE 

Interior 

Secretary 

Bruce 

Babbitt is 

asking 

President 

Clinton to 

create or 

enlarge 

four 

national 

monuments 

in Arizona 

and 

California. 


Babbitt's Arizona's Shivwits 
request Plateau is among 
this week Interior Secretary Bruce 
includes a Babbitt's priorities for 
propose.d I designation as national 
million-acre monuments. (Brent 
reserve IsraelsenfThe Salt Lake 
adjacent to Tribune) 
Grand Canyon National Park, about 50 miles 
south of St. George. 

The "Grand Canyon-Parashant National 
Monument," between the Utah border and the 
Colorado River, would set aside lands once 
recommended for inclusion in the national 
park. 

In addition, Babbitt wants Clinton to: 
-- Create the "Agua Fria National 

Monument," a proposed 40,000-acre reserve 
north of Phoenix. . 

-- Create the "California Coastal National 
Monument," a collection of dozens of small 
islands and rock outcroppings. 
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islands and rock oUtcroppings, 
~- Double the size of the existing 

IO,OOO~acre Pinnacles National'Monument in 
California. 

A White House source told The Salt Lake 
Tribune 00 Monday that Clinton is expected to 
act On the requesL.<; "sometime next year," The 
requests are part of a larger push by Babbitt to 
protect more than a dozen federally owned 
areas around the West that are ecologically or 
archaCQlogically significant 

Ofthe proposals, the Grand 
Canyoo-Parasham ~ationa1 Monument is 
expected to be the showpie<:e. Babbitt has been 
talking about the idea for more than a year. In 
November 1998, he announced his proposal to 
preserve a 400,OOO·aere chunk of land 
northwest of Grand Canyon National Park. 

He then held a series of public meetings in ' 
Arizona, including one at Colorado City on the 
Utah border. Generally, the proposal has not 
been weJl-received by residents of southern 
Utah and northern Arizona. 

The idea for the northern Arizona 
monument originaHy was ~iven the working 
title "Shi,,"Wlts Plateau National Monument." 
The name now has evolved to reflect the 
well·known name of the Grand Canyon as 
well as one of its large tributaries, Parashant 
Canyon, which originates on the plateau. 

The monument's size has grown to more 
than I million acres, with the increase coming 
from the proposed inclusion of portions of the 
Lake Mead National Recreation Area. which 
includes thenorthwestem rims of the Grand 
Canyon, 

The- new montunent would be managed 
similarly to the 1.9-million~acre Grand 
Staircase~Escal:ante National: Monument in 
southern Utah. . 

Like the Grand StailXase·Escalante, tbe 
Grand Canyon·Parashant would be 
administered by the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation (BLM) rather than the :-Iational 
Park Servic~ which oversees most other 
national parks, monwnents and recreation 
areas. The Arizona monument, like its Utah 
counterpart, would allow grazing and hunting 
to continue, 

Unlike the Grand Staircase·Escalante, the 
new Arizona monument would not be created 
by surprise. In September 1996, Clinton stood 
on the South Rim of 'he Grand Canyon and 
invoked the Antiquities Act of 1906 to 
designate the Utah monument. The action, 
viewed by many political analysts as an 
election-eve p)oy to reinforce support among ­
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t:nvirOnn1t:ntalists. shocked and angered mOSt 
Utah political leaders. 

A year agQ. Babbitt told The Tribune he 
hoped Congress would give meaningful 
protection to the area, but he did not rule out 
the presidential fiat, as provided in the 
An~iquities Act of 1906. 

Earlier tbis year, Rep. Bob Stump, R·Ariz., 
introduced a bill that '"''Quid create "national 
conservation areas" in the Shivwits Plateau 
region. The bill. however, contained language 
that would have resulted in less protection than 
the area gets under current management, said 
Tom Robinson of Grand Canyon Trust, an 
environmental group based in Flagstaff, 

A companion bill by Arizona Sen. John Kyl 
offered mQre protection, but apparently didn't 
satisfY Babbitt, Robinson said. 

The Shivwits Plateau region was first 
inhahited by American Indians. most recently 
the Paiute. It was settled in the late 18005 by 
Monnon pioneers. descendants of 

whom still run cattle on the plateau, About 
lS ranchers. most of them Utahns) have 
grazjng permits in the area. 

Water tS scarce, there are no paved roads. 
and no logging Or mining operations. Still. 
Babbitt said the area needs protection now to 
save it from future encroachment from growth 
in southern Utah and Nevada. 
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Pinnacles Would Grow by 8,000 TU..oay, 06Gembet 1<1, ',999 


Acres Under Babbitt Plan ~n .it'4Iltl,,, ((~"nirlr 

Ct!SQNIC!.! 1!!!!$1"19M 

A Clinton adminjstration pian to expand 
.Pinnacles National ~1onument bv nearly 8,000 
acres could breathe new life into'a federal park 
that in recent years has become increasingly 
threatened by urban sprawL federal officials said 
yesterday. 

,Offitials said the existing monwnent's 
boundaries are inadequate to protect wildlife 
including habitat for golden eagles and prairie 
falcons, The proposed expansion also indudes 
the headwaters of streams that need additional 
protection to ensure water quality. 

The proposal. delivered to the White House 

yesterday by Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt, 

also would provide federal protection for 

thousands of uninhabited rocks, islands and 

exposed reefs off the California coast, 


Babbitt also recommended national monument 
statuS for 1 million acres on the northern rim of 
the Grand Canyon in Arizona. and 71,000 acres 
near Perry Mesa and Black Mesa near Flagstaff, 
Ariz, 

Under the plan. President Clinton would use the 
Antiquities Act of 1906 to declare certain 
federally owned wilderness land as part of a 
national monument ~- a designation that would 
result in more land~use restrictions. 

Babbin's recornrnendetion follows his survey of . 
lands in need of increased federal protection, 
The president is expected to act on Babbitt's 
proposal early ne<t year, 

Pinnacles National Monument encompasses 
. more tIutn 16,000 acres of mountainous 
wildemess on the east side of the Salinas Valley, 

The craggy land. which includes remnants of an 
ancient volcano. was set aside as a national 
monument in 19Q5, Pinnacles' rugged spires and 
sheer wall, attract thousands of hikers and rock 
climberS every year. Others visit the park to 
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~xplore its caVeS. 

But in recent years, nearby land has been the 
. subject of an increasing number of development 

proposals. "As the Silicon Valley expands 
south, we're going to. see development move 
closer to the monument," said Brian Huse. 
director of the Pacific region for the !'Iatlonal 
Parks ,Conservation Association, 

. 'It shows why the Antiquities Act is a 
necessary vehicle by wqich the president can 
protect land," Huse said, "In this las' Congress, 
we've seen that Congress has been unable to act. 
'not because these lands are unwonhy, but 
because Congress is bogged down in partisan 
politics," 

Pinnacles is managed by the National Park 
Service, but a large part of its watershed extends 
outside the monument's boundaries and is 

, administered by the federal Bureau of land 
),Ifanagement. 

Babbitt's plan IS to transfer 5,948 acres of 
adjacent BLM land and perhaps as much as 
2,000 acres of private ranchland ~. the owner is 
willing to sell -- to the National Park: Service, 
which has more strict centro Is over cemmercial 
uses such as mining and logging as well as 
recreational activities including off..road 
vehicles. 

Earlier this year, Rep. Sam Farr, D·Carmel 
otTered legislation to expand Pinnacles National 
Monument. But the Republican .. controlled 
House Resources Committee tabled Farr's bill, 

Farr also introduced a bill that would provide 
increased protection for California's offshore . 
ro<:ks and ISlands, But again, the House 
Resources Committee took no action -~ 
prompting Babbitt to recommend that the 
president simply issue an executive order. 

The roughly 7,000 rock outcroppings that dot 
the state's coast provide crucial habitat for an 
estimated 200,000 breeding sea birds, including 
the California least tern and the brown pelican ­
which are both listed under the federal 
Endangered Species Act. 

Many of these seabirds once nested on or near 
the shoreline but have been forced to retreat to 
offshore ro<:ks because of increased 
development along the coastline, The rocks also 
provide foraging and breeding habitat for marine 
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m:.unmals, including thl! threatened southern sen 
otter, 

Some of the major rocks and islands ale already 
protected. such as the F~nHon fslands. which 
are part of a federal marine refuge. and the 
Channel Islands. which constitute a national 
park.. 

Babbitt's proposal would take every other 
federally ov.-ned rock Outcropping within 12 
miles of the CaJifomia coastline and include 
them in a new national monwnent ~- with 
enhanced protections a~ainst disturbing 
breeding and nesting wildlife. The uninhabited 
rocks would continue to be administered by the 
stat. Department of Fish and Game. on behalf of 
the Bureau of Land Management. 

"These are smaller islands but more fragile and 
environmentally sensitive," said Bruce 
Hamilton. the Sierra Club', national 
consel'Vation director, "It is equally important 
that these other islands receive protection 
because [hey are just as important from a 
scientific standpoint." 
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Proposals would guard land 

Babbitt suomits plan to name monuments 

while Clinton wants to buy 'Legacy' sites 

By Randall Mikkelsen 
Reuters 

WASHINGTON - Jffernl land 
ruoog Grand ean,oo Natiooal Pant 
in Atizona would receive new protec­
tioo under proposals made Tuesday 
by the Interior Department to create 
three national monuments and ex· 
pand a fourth. 

At a \It'hite House ceremony, Pres1. 
dent Cllnton said he \\'Outd make a 
decision early next year on the tee· 
ommendaOOns. whlen inuned.iately 
drew Clitlcism from Arlrona Sen. 
John McCain, it Republican prest. 
dential candldate. 

Clinton also proposed spending 
$35- million to buy 18 Sites of histori­
cal o-r natural significance under his 
Lands Legacy Inltiative. The SItes m.. 
cfuded Land surrounding the ftr.!t 
home of d ...11 rights Leader Martin 
Luther King Jr. in Atlanta and Imbitat 
for sea turtles and manatees on f1or. 
Ida'S Pelican IsI.aitd, where Presldent 
Theodore Roosevelt created the first 
_ wiJdlIIe reIuge In 1900: 

'!be proposal tor national: monu­
ments, announced: by Interior $e(re­
wy Bruce Babbttt. would create a I 
miWon-ecre Grand Canyon·Parasb­
'ant National Monument to- protect 
the watershed on the north lim oHbe 
Grand canyon in Artzona. 

'The Grand ~n is still not tuUy 
protected.~ Babbitt told reporters at 
me White House. 

The propasal also would designate 
a 71,OOO-acre national monument 
protecting prehl"ltOrtc rock tnscrtp. 
tiOns and ancient M.IJrJ5 north ot 
Phoenix, and e.notber monument 
covering thousaudS of smaIl ISlands. 
rocks and reef!t off the Qillfomi8 
coast that stJ",'e8$ habitat for wUdlIh! 
such as sea otten and bird!. 

Furthennol't', the proposal would 
expand by 8,{}OO acres the Pinnacles 
National Monument south of Salt 
Jose, Cant. 

Although the land covered by the 
proposals Is owned by the U.S, g0v­
ernment, 8 national-monument de;,. 
igruWon would put It otf.llmits to 
minlng and other torms ot devel­
opment as i2esignated by CUnton. 

McCaIn cMtlclzed the proposals. 
wtUd\ would <:reate two monumenm 

ai lands by establishing natiooai mon­
uments or sUltilar reserves was es­
tablished under the Antiquities Act at 
1900 by. President Theodore R~ 
velt, who set aside about 19<t million 
acres of land during his presidency, 

Clinton used the authority in 1996 
to create the Grand Stairf:ase-£s(a­
!ante National Monument in Utah. 

Babbitt said every "resident ex­
cept three since 1'beodore Roosevelt 

has used IUs authority to protecl fed. 
era! land! under the act. The t1lree 
exceptions. Babbitt said, 'II-"ere RiCh­
ar'lt NiIOn. Ronaid Reagan and 
George Bush. 

l'he separate LandS Legacy pro­
posalS were sent to congressional ap.
propriations committees, which 
must be consulted on the purtf1ases..Babbitt _ ,_that 

ThI;!$d~S national monument rec· 
ommendations W4!fe an effort to hoi· . 
stet Vice PresIdent Gore'S environ· 
mentaJist credentials tor l'Ii, 
presidential campaign, 

in hiS home state, as a "unilateral de­
cision" bypassing (lie people ot Artzo. 
na·He $81(1'tbe issue should be re­
SOlved through legislalion. 

CUnton's authority to protect feder·' 
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DEC 15
Clinton Plans $652-Million 
'Lands Legacy' Initiative 

The Pinnacles National Monu­

• Environment: President 
says he wants to preserve 
natural or historic sites­
including one in California­
from development 

By EDWIN CHEN 
riMES STMf WIUITIt . 

WASHINGTON-President Clin­
ton on Tuesday signaled his inten­
tion to create three national monu­
ments in the West-induding one 
that would encompass thousands of 
smail, federally owned islands, 
rocks and exposed reefs along Cali­
fornia's coastline extending 12 
miles out to sea. 

Clinton also suggested that he 
wHi invoke his executive authority 
to expand by nearly half the size of 
the 16,265-acre Pinnacles National 
Monument south of San Jose to 
protect watershed and wildlife habi­
tat from commercial exploitation. 

The president sent to Congrcsa a 
liat. of 18 other ruLlural OJ' ru.todo 
sites throughout the country that 
will be acquired-and protected­
under his $652-million "lands 
legacy" initiative. Funds for these 
purchases were provided by the 
budget Clinton signed two weeks 
ago. 

"We must use this time of unpar­
alleled prosperity to ensure people 
will always be able to see these­
places as we see them today," Clin­
ton said. "There is no greater gift 
we can offer to the new millennium. 
than to protect these treasures for 
all Americans, for all time." 

The other two national monu­
ment sites. nominated by InteriO'l' 
Secretary Bruce Babbitt. are in Ari­
zona: about 1 million acre8 abutting 
the Grand Canyon'.s north rim, and 
about 70,000 acres of desert about 
10 miles north of Phoenix that are 
rich in archeologica.l sites and pictcr 
graphs.. 

As the president spoke of the 
four sites, all. federally owned, he 

.left little _doubt that he intends 
early next year to foHow Babbitt's 

recommendations. Such status 
would add restrictions on access 
and use. 
: "By giving these lands natIOnal 
monument status. we would en­
sure that they could be passed 
along to future generation.s 
healthy and whole." CHnton said. 
. Under the 1906 Antiquities Act,' 
:every president except Richard 
'M. Nixon, Ronald Reagan and 
George Bush has created at least 
'one monument, according to Bah­
,bitt. Most of America's national 
parks were created under the act, 
he added. 

But that did not assuage many 
congressional Republicans, who 
have long been at odds with the 
Clinton administration over land­
use policy. 

Among them was Sen. John 
,McCain (R-Ari1;.), a contender for 
:the GOP presidential nomination. 
:He called it· a unilateral decision 
.that should be reached only by an 
'act of Congress. 
: But Babbitt said that thousands 
;Of federally owned offshore is­
:Iands and rocks need protection to 
'guard against. mining by entrepre­
:neurs who have been known to 
:Convert such rocks into ~tty litter 
'Or grit for the washing and manu­
:facturlng of stone-washed jeans. 
~ "And there have been a variety 
'of those kinds of proposa1s from 
people thinking that these rocks 
might Look better ground up and 
merthandiaed," Babbitt said. 
: "Thoee are rocks where all the 
vast flocks of birds are coming in, 
where the pelicans are molting at 
breeding time," he added. ''They 
really are a treasure. And the time' 
Is now at hand to make certain 
.that they are protected." 
i Babbitt is recommending to the 
'president that the islands be 
lolntly administered by the fed­
eral Bureau of Land Management 
and. the California Department of 
'Fish and Game. 
; The Clinton administration de­
dded to issue an executive order 
'on the 'offshore islands and the 
Pinnacles expansion after con­
cluding that the Republican-con­
trolled Congress has no intention 
of taking up proposals by Rep. 
Sam Fan" (D-Carmel) to designate 
the islands as wilderness areas 
and to expand Pinnacles. 

''I'm overjoyed," Farr said 
Tuesday. "With these two initia­
tives, we are taking substantial 
steps toward protecting the envi­
ronment for our future genera­
tions." 

ment was created by President 
Theodore Roosevelt in 1908 to 
protect what Clinton described 
Tuesday as "spectacular volcanic: 
spires and mountain caves." It ~ 
gan with 2.060 acres but has been 
expanded six times, five by presi­
dential fiat and once by Congre!&. 

The eXpanded lands hold im­
portant habitat for an array of 
amphibians, reptiles and raptors 
such as prairie falcons, golden 
eagles and red-tailed hawks. 

However. Babbitt said, "it's be­
ing lncreasingly discovered by the 
people in the South [San Fran­
cisco] Bay and San Jose area, who 
use it for rock climbing and as a 
refuge from all the sprawl." 

He is recommending that juris­
dictLon for the expanded monu­
ment be transferred from the Bu­
reau of Land Management to the 
National Park Service. 

The new national monument 
near the Grand Canyon would in­
clude the Colorado Plateau north 
of Grand Canyon National Park 
extending west to the Nevada 
state line and encompassing part 
of Lake Mead..The monument 
north of Phoenix would include 
public land north of Perry and 
Black mesa.s and the Agua Fria 
River canyon. 

The 18 sites to be purchased 
under the "lands legacy" program 
are in Colorado (Gunnison Basin 
and Silver Mountain), F'lorida 
(Pelican Island National Wildlife 
Refugee), Hawaii (Hakalau Forest 
National Wildlife Refugee), Idaho 
(Sawtooth National Recreation 
Area), Georgia (the Martin Luther 
King Jr. National Historic Site), 
Minnesota (the Chippewa and Su­
perior national forests), North 
Carolina (Lake Logan), Tennessee 
(Gull Tract and the Stones River 
National Battlefield), Utah (Bon­
neville Shoreline Trail and the 
Grand Staircase-Escalante Na­
tional Monument) and Virginia 
(the Fredericksburg and Spotsyl­
vania County' Battlefield Memo­
rial National Park), Washington 
(Mountains to Sound Greenway) 
and Wyoming (Royal Teton 
Ranch). Also on the list: the Vir­
ginia Islands National Park and 
the Chattooga Wild and Scenic 
River, which flows through the 
Carolinas and Georgia. 

"There are certain places 
humankind simply cannot im­
prove upon, places whose beauty 
and interest no photograph could 
capture, places you simply have 
to see for yourself," Clinton said. 
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Babbitt: Save the land or step aside 

By Martin Kasindorf, USA TODAY 

LOS ANGELES - Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt is making a 
holiday shopping list consisting entirely of ornaments - spectacular 
but threatened places that decorate the vast landscape of the 
American West. Before urban sprawl engulfs them, Babbitt wants to 
give these 2 million acres to future Americans for centuries of 
contemplation. 

Delivering an ultimatum to Congress, Babbitt has made it clear that, 
wtless the lawmakers act first. he will sign off on a "preliminary" list 
this month of at least seven environmentally delicate Western sites. 
He'll then ask President Clinton to sign executive orders designating 
them as national monwnents, bypassing a Congress that Babbitt says 
is dawdling. 

National monument status restricts industrial and some recreational 
access. It ensures that land can't be sold or subdivided into 
"ranchettes." But a monument typically has fewer use restrictions 
than a national park or wilderness. Roads, livestock grazing, hwlting 
and fishing are allowed. 

As skeptical Republicans see it, Babbitt is merely trying to build 
monuments to the Clinton administration ~~ and to secure 
environmentalists' support for Vice President Gore's presidential 
campaign. 

"I think it's the height of arrogance to say, 'If you, Congress, don't act 
on this, we'll just do it ourselves,'" Rep. Jim Kolbe, R~Ariz., says. 
"There may be some saber~rattling to get Congress to do their will, 
but it's going to be counterproductive." 

Babbitt is worried that time is running out for the administration to 
establish a conservation legacy, but he will give Congress more time 
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to consider legislation that would presl!rve several additional sites, 
from encroaching commercial exploitation or recreational overuse. 

"It would be.nice to have Congress involved." Babbitt says. "but one 
thing we don't want to dO' is juSt defer and have this discussion go on 
for ever, and then find the lights are out." 

The places under review exemplify the West's beauty. Among them: 

• 	Along 140 miles of the upper ~1issouri River in Montana, the 
rugged canyons of the Missouri Breaks remain much as Lev.'is 
and Clark saw them in 1804. Babbitt would like the United 
States to take control to prevent property owners from turning 
these Wltamed lands into 10-acre ranchettes. 

• 	Along 1,000 miles of California coastline. thousands of Islets 
deflect the waves skyward. Mineral explQration on the ro<:ky 
islets could ruin their scenic value someday. Babbitt fears. 

, • 	The San Andreas Fault surfaces to carve a jagged trench 
through southern California's Carrizo Plain, 120 miles 
northwest of Los Angeles. Oil and gas wells edge the plain, 
where some of the (ast primal grasslands of the agricultural and 
urbaruzing San Joaquin Valley sUlVive. 

• A piateau near Cortez. Colo., is dotted with the pottery shards 
and pueblo remains of the Anasazi (ndian civilization. which 
mysteriously vanished 1,000 years ago. Babbitt wants to save 
the land from subdivision. 

• 	On 73,000 acres ofcliffs and trails that Babbitt wants added to 
the Colorado National Monument, it's possible to stand and 
observe the sprawl of Grand Junction. Colo. 

• Perry Mesa, near Babbitt's hometown of Flagstaff, Ariz., has 
Indian ruins in the path of sprawl spreading north from' 
Phoenix, 

Critics condemn 11and grab! 

Western cattle grazers, miners and Republican lawmakers say the 
grandeur of these lands can co-exist with development. Most of these 
lands are in federal hands, though there are some enclaves that belong 
to the states and to private lando\ltners. 

Pro~development forces in the rural We~t resent the means the 
administration is using to dodge their strongholds in Congress. 
Babbitt wants Clinton to cmploy the potent Antiquities Act of 19Q6, 
which empowers him ~o decree national monuments on his own, 

Some Westerners say Babbitt's challenge to Congress is a federal 
"land grab,!' sacrificing traditional rural economies to ooost Gore's 
stock with green-minded voters. 

"It's very politieal, and it stinks to high heaven," says Rep. James 
Hansen. R -Utah, chairman of the House subcommittee on national 
parks and public lands. 

Western conServatives are still livid over Clinton's September 1996 
appearance at the Grand Canyon. where without advance notke, he 
used his powers under the 1906 law to tum 1.7 million acres of 



coal-rich southern Utah into the Grand Slaircast!~Escalant!: 0.':.ltlOnal 
MonUffi!:nt. Lo;;king up the land against mining helped Clinton that 
November with environment-minded voters, but the move was so 
unpopular in Utah that it tost Democrat Bilt Orton his House seat 

"This administration likes to fly in, fly out. have a photo opportunity 
and with the stroke of a pen, create tong-tenn problems that members 
of the congressional delegation are left to solve," says Sean Conway. 
an aide to Sen. Wayne Allard, R-Colo. 

Tho'ugh Grand Staircase-Escalante has brought more tourists to the 
area, Clinton's 1996 pen-stroke made the Antiquities Act anathema to 
Hansen. He wrote a bill requiring Congress and the affected state's 
governor and legislature to approve any monument over 5,000 acres. 

The measure has passed iii the House, Clinton has threatened to veto 
it if it gets through the Senate next year, (ntenor Department 

. spokesman Tim Ahem says. 

Preservation powen 

Clinton is hardly the first president to sidestep Congress when it 
comes to preserving public lands. Teddy Roosevelt used the . 
Antiquities Act in 1908 to protect the Grand Canyon. which was 
upgraded to a national park in 1919. Every president since then 
except Richard Nixon, Ronald Reagan and George Bush has 
employed the act. There are more than 100 national monwnents. 

The law reserves the designation for lands having "scientific, historic 

or archaeological significance." 


Critics say the administration is proposing oversized monuments' and 

doe'n't always explain how the IlIJ1ds meet the law's definition. "A lot 

of these things are hardly deserving,ft Hansen says. 


Congress can create national monuments, but on some of Babbitt's 

proposed sites, lawmakers would rather declare national conservation 

areas. These can be custom-crafted to provide a )esser leveJ of 

protection, appeasing ranchers. forestry workers and off~road-vehicle 

users who don't want to be fenced out. 


EnvirOllmental organizations wetcome Babbitt's monument 

proposals. Daniel Weiss. Sierra Club political director in Washington. 

says the group would "appreciateol the designations, and assumes that 

the idea "stems from Gore's influence on Ctinton" and Clinton's 

desire for a legacy. Still. the dub hasn1t endorsed either Gore or 

Bradley. Each is being asked to fill out an exacting questionnaire on 

his environmental views. 


Babbitt's plan is unpopular with business users of public lllJ1ds. Chuck 

Cushman, executive director of the American Land Rights 

Association, which represents 18,000 people who hold lands within 

national parks and national monuments, says the administration is "as 

dose to a dictatorship in land use as we've ever seen in this country," 


National Mining Association President Richard Lawson says 

presidential withdrawal of more publiC lands from new mining claims 
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would ~ a fresh example of "the administration's assault agllinst the 
mining industry." 

Babbitt dismisses his opponents as "the self-sty1ed property~rights 
crowd. who basically are arguing as a matter of ideology that the 
government should sell off the public lands." 

Rather than directly rebut charges of political motivation, Babbitt 
says he'll be asking Clinton to act in "a tradition of presidential 
leadership that is 100 years old and has produced a fantastic heritage 
for our country." 

Elliot Diringer • spokesman for the \\fbite House Council on 
Environmental Quatity, says, "My sense is that this would be 
happening whether or not Gore was running." 

What Clinton does with Babbitt's list "is entirely unknown to me at 
this pOint," Babbin says. Dirlnger says the president wUl consider 
Interior Department recommenda.tions case by case. Past 
administrations often have designated national monuments in their 
final months as "a last shot, a legacy." Diringer says. 

Hansen says the Constitution gives Congress, not the president. the 
power to say bow public land is used. ''It's even questionabJe in my 
mind that the Antiquities Act is constitutional," he says. "J wish 
somebody would challenge it in court." 

Congress can de~a\.lthorize a nationa1 monwnent. but has never done 
so; it's politically risky, 

'No surprises bere' 

To avoid a repeat of the outcry over Grand Staircase~Escalante, 
Babbitt has given Congress and local residents months of notice 
about where he wants national monuments. 'tWe've learned from that 
time," he says. "There are no surprises here.!! 

Asked by CHnton to find sites needing protection, Babbitt kicked off 
rus drive in November t998 with a hike on the Shivwits Plateau· of 
the "Arizona Strip: The 510,000·.cr. high country north of the 
Grand Canyon is threatened by Las Vegas' growth and by potential 
uraniwn mining. 

Babbitt has barnstormed as many as four times through the sites 
under review, holding public meetings. "He's been a veritable Oprah 
Winfrey for his cause," says Melinda Pierce, a Sierra Club 
representative in Washington. 

Republicans say Babbitt 1sn't making local converts, [n a joint letter 
to the ,,",retary in October, Rep. Scott Mcinnis, R·Colo .• and 
Colorado Sens. Allard and Sen NighthorSe Campbell said 
southwestern Colorado communities want no change in management 
of federal lands. 

The three legislators say they're talking to Colorado officials about 
the Anasazi ruins site to find an ahemalive to Babbitt's "stated threat 'L.l 
to usurp local recommendations and congressional authority by - r 
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unilaterally locking up the 160,OOQw,lcre site througi} an executive 
order." 

Babbitt won't immediately ask Clinton to employ the Antiquities Act 
where prospects of getting a pleasing bill out of Congress look good. 

Isolated Steens Mountain in southeastern Oregon, for which 
Democratic Gov, John Kitzhaber and Rep, Greg Walden. R~Ore,. are 
teaming to recommend a protection plan, is "the one that's going best 
at this point," Babbitt says. Long a proposed national park, the scenic 
mountain and grassland area isn't in immediate jeopardy. but "let's 
protect it while we can," Ahem says. WiMing Oregon officials' 
consensus on Soda Mountain, just off busy Interstate 5 neat Ashland, 
isn't as far along. 

Babbitt praises Kolbe for a "model process" ofharmonizing opinion 
toward legislation that would protect the Las Cienegas ~Empire 
Ranch area near sprawling Tucson, The ranch has 50,000 acres of 
desert, farm and grazing land with Indian ruins. 

. 
By contrast, Babbitt SOWlds ready to ask Clinton to pre-empt a 
national conservation area bHl \o\Titten for the Shivwits Plateau by 
Rep. Bob Stump, R-Ariz. The biB is "not even close," lacking 
sufficient environmental safeguards. says Babbitt. 

At sunset, the Santa- Rosa Mountains overlooking prosperous Palm 
Springs, Calif., shade from pink to purple like settings in a Zane Grey 
novel. But golf courses and luxury homes are creeping toward the 
slopes. 

Rep, Mary Bono, R-Calif" says that except ror Palm Springs' city 
government and some resort develo~rs, who fear a new layer of red 
tape, her constituents like Babbitt's (dea of a San Jacinto-Santa Rosa 
Mountains National Monument. They see it as an aid to tourism, 
Willing to sponsor such a bill, she held a public hearing last Tuesday 
in Rancho Mirage. 

"There's so much pressure from the administration." she 'says. "I feel 
that I'm the little train on the railroad tracks, chugging along, and 
there's this huge bullet train coming behind me. I have to keep up. If! 
don't, they're going to run right over me." 

Babbitt's prodding has already paid off in another instance. On the 
last day of this year's session, Congress gave wilderness status to 
Otay Mountain. on the California-Mexico border near San Diego. 
The mountain had been on Babbitt's early list. "The monument 
discussion produced it," he says. 

Contributing: Valerie Alvord 
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N(W~ MAltl .. 2 new Arizona monuments? 

Million acres at Canyon in Babbitt's plan 

By Steve Yozwiak 
The Arizona Republic 
Dec. 13. 1999 

Inlerior Secretary Bruce 
Babbitt today will ask: 
Prl!sident Clinton to 
unilaterally create four 
new national monuments ~ 
two in Arizona and rwo in 
California - that Congress Bureau of Land Management
has refused to protect. 

A June 1999 photo sh()ws the Shi\IWits 
"The empty spaces ~ Plateau, a scenic strip of land between 
filling up in the West We the Grand Canyon and the Utah state 
have to imagine what the . line. Interior.Secre~ry Bruce ~bbjtt j~ 
Western landscape is asking Presid~nt Clinton to desIgnata 
going to look like in 50 the area a national monument 
years and try to anticipate -. ---'"="_. ".a.. ,"'.­ill 

(protections), rather than wait for the conflicts to happen," 
Babbitt told The Arizona Republic during an exclusive 
interview Sunday. 

TIle fonner Arizona governor said the two monuments in 
Arizona would be: 

The Grand Canyon-Parashant National Monument. I million 
acres northwest of the Grand Canyon that otherwise could be 
d(:veloped by mining and subdivisions. This monument acrOss 
the Shivwits Plateau would be almost as large as the ndjacent 
1.1 million·acre Grand Canyon National Parle 

The Agua Fria National Monument, 40,000 acres north of 
Phoenix where hundreds of archeological sites are threatened 
by urban sprawl and pOthunters. This monument east of 
Interstate 17 would stretch from Black Canyon City to Cordes 
JlIDction. 

The two California monuments would: 

Nearly double, by adding 10,000 acres, the existing Pinnacles 
National Monument south of San Jose. which is threatened by 
urban sprawL 
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Create the California Costal National Monument. made up of 
thousands of small. uninhabited islands and rock oUlcroppings, 
which are threatened by mining. 

All four are among the dozen natural features Babbitt has 
identified across the West this past year that he intends the 
Clinton administration to presence from development. 

In most other cases, Babbitt has successfully enlisted the 
cooperation of Republicans and Democrats to advance the 
protections through congressional action, Babbitt is working 
closely, for example, with U.S. Rep. Jim Kolbe, R-Anz.. to 
ere-ate a new national monument southeast of Tucson called the 
Empire Cienaga. 

However, in the case of the four m"onwnents Babbitt win 
fonnally propose to Clinton today, Republicans in Congress 
have' failed to act. In the case of the Arizona Strip northwest of 
the Grand Canyon, u.s. Rep. Bob Srump, R-Anz.. has actively 
opposed Babbitt and pushed instead for' more mining, road 
building and air tours across the Shivwits Plateau. 

Stump's congressional aide. Lisa Atkins, said her boss was 
"extremely disappointed" and "surprised" by Babbitt's plans. 

Atkins said there has not been enough time to fully consider 
either of the two proposals for Arizona. and the monument 
planned next to the Grand Canyon is nearly twice the size 
Babbitt originally proposed a year ago. 

"lhe congressman believes it is not fair to the public ... to 
move ahead with a recommendation at this point," said Atkins. 
adding that Stump wiil send a letter to Clinton this week asking 
that the president reje<:! Babbitt's plan. 

Arizona Gov. Jane Hull joined Stump in denouncing Babbitt's 
recommendations. Hull's press secretai'y. Francie Noyes. said 
Sunday that the governor supports the preservation ofopen 
space, but not through a unilateral action of the president. 

"The governor feels strongly that Arizona should be involved 
in decisions that affect so much of Arizona. This is not a 
rejection of the idea of open space by any means. Rather it's 
(opposition to) the process: of this particular decision," Noyes 
said. 

Babbitt said Clinton is expected to act on the recommendations 
within the next several weeks. 

Under the 1906 Antiquities Act, pushed through Congress by 
then~President Theodore Roosevelt. the president has the 
unilateral power to proteCt federal lands. from development by 
declaring them national monwnents, 

Clinton used this power in 1996 to create the Grand 
Staircase~Escalante National Monrnnent in southern Utah. That 
move is credhed, in part, for solidifying en'-,'ironmentalists' 8 
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::;;upport'3.nd helping CHnto,n's re~election that year. 
, 

Every president this century ~ except for Presidents Nixon. 
Reagan and Bush - has used the powers of the Antiquities Act. 

unlike Clinton's surprise action tn 1996, vehemently 
denounced by the Utah congressional delegation. Babbitt has 
hosted numerous hiking tours and town halls throughout the 
West during the past year to generate support for protecting 
natural places. 

III Colorado and Oregon, Babbitt said, he has garnered 
bipartisan support for new national monuments and national 
parks. 

'lWe're making good progress in many areas of the West in 
getting these consensual approaches to work· but not 
e·~erywhere." Babbitt said. ' 

In October, Stump aggressively challenged Babbitt's plans by 
introducing his own Shivwits Plateau National Conservation 
Area. , " . 

j . . 

"H.R. 2795 protects the remoteness, native biodiversity and . 
ecological richness of the Shivwlt5 Plateau, but at the same 
time increases public awareness, outdoor recreation-use 
enjoyment)" Stump said at, the time. 

Babbitt joined environmentalists in denouncing the measure in 
testimony before a subcommittee of the House Resources 
Committee. 

Babbitt said his own plans would ensure that ranching and 
hunting could continue across the Arizona Strip - a s.parsely 
populated land settled during the past century by Mormon 
pioneer ranchers. However. a national monument would 
prevent uranium miners and other developers from ruining the 
natural landscape and fouJing the area's tributaries to the 
Colorado River, he said. 

Environmentalists criticized Stump's bill because they said it 
would allow tha spraying oftoxic berbicides and bulldozing of 
trees and bushes to open up gmsslands for local ranchers. And 
it would disclose the locations ofarchaeological sites and 
delete proposed wilderness protections from Glen Canyon 
National Recreation [\.rea., they said. 

. As for the 40,000 acres near the Agua Fri. River, Babbitt said, 
the archeological treasures across Black Mesa and Perry Mesa 
must be protected from·the Phoenix metro area's relentless 
advance. 

"Unless we take stepS no"';'~ the development pressures will 
l!!apfrog onto those mesas~and continue right on to Prescol'4It 

Babbitt said. , 
Atkins said Stwnp also recognizes the development pressures , 

l2/13/99 8.:58 AM30f4 

http:upport'3.nd


••• 

from northern Maricupa County and southern Yavapai COW1ty 
but wants to look at a more comprehensive plan that would 
include the Agua Fria recreational corridor planned for the 
We,! Valley. ' 

R~~garding the California proposals. Babbin Said legislation to 
protect the ,costal islands and e:xpand Pinnacles ~atLonal 
Monument was introduced but never received a hearing in the 
House Resources Committee, 

"\Ve're runing out oftimc, not for this administmtion, but in 
terms of future growth in the West submerging all these 
pristine places," Babbitt said, 

Steve Yozwiak can be reached at 
steve~yozwiaklmarizonarepublic.com via e-mail or at 
1-602;444-8810, 

CopYright t 999. Arizona Central 

Searth The Repgblit's Arshive.5 I Subscribe to The Republic 


Contact us 

to 
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AmidProtests, Land-Protection Plan Goes to 

By MICHAEL JANOFSKY 

DENVER, Dee. 12 - The: Clinton 
administrauon Is. a step tlose:r to 
de:ilgnatlng th~ n*w natIOnal m0n­

uments J1l,Anwna and Caittol'1'U&. a 
change In status that would add ,.. 
strict!ons on access and use. 

A letter from Interior secretatf 
Bruct Sabbltt reeommendmg the ~ 
tlan Is expected 10 reach the Whita 
Hause on Monday tor Presidlmt Cnn.. 
ton's approval. administration offt-l 
cialS said today, Mr. Babbitt. wru:. 
has been leading the effort to tum' 
more lederallands into monuments;' 
is expected to Te(:omrnend addIUOtiaJ 
changes in the remaini.ng Months of 
the administration, 

White Leadl.nj Republicans in ~ 
gress strongly object tn monument 
deClaraU(lns as an Inappropriate 1lSe' 
{if the Antlqt.ut!es Act of 1906 and an 
end run aroo.nd Cangress. the adm.iJI. 
lstratlon officials' said President 
CHnum wtlUid likely read the rec0m­
mendations on Monday an4 act (jQf 

rnem early In the new year. ~ 
"l know the ptflsident wants to 

entdlHl ex.ecutlve authOrity \"ef7'i 
careMty," said a senior White H~ 
official "aut ( also know he has a 
very strong view that he has respon­
sibility to future generatkms 10 pro­
vide protection for are.u like these. 
Thill is a IejilC:y ISsue tor him that 
I'm SUN:! he Is looking at favorably." 

The lands Mr. Babbitt is ~ 
mending lor monument statwl ant 1 
miUloo acres along the- northern tim 
ot the Grand Canyon IJt Ari.t:Ona,. 
7i,OOO acres around Pt!ny Meso cmd 
Black Mesa near Flag$ta1t', Ar1Z... 
and the thOWUUl4J of islands,. rocU 
and exposed reefs within 11 mllea of 
(he Caiifonua coast. 

Mr, Babbitt is also p~ tbaa 
Pinnacles National Monument east 
ot Salinas. Calif" be expanded by 
nearly 8,000 acrw to protect water­
she4:J and babit.llS lor. an array ul 
birds, amp~~ reptiles. 

The tOUt ~in, question are 
managoo by thie'tldenl Bureau 01 
Land Managemeo:t,;,- wlrlcb lmpole$ 
mlmmal «smctionS on UM and 8.(:"

ce:$$, Monument statwl wwId protect 
the areas from recreational and 
commercial overuse. 

Mr. CUntM ~ little more than 
his signature to Jiet on the recom­
mendations, The Anuquities Act aj.. 
!owt presidents to use an executi~ 
(iron to r:hange the status ot feder. 
lands that have scientific, historic OP 
lu'ehaeolollcaJ signifieance. Since It 
was passed, every president except" 
Richard M, Nixon and Ronald Rea.. 
gllrt has deslgnawd at least OM na.­
tional tnQrtUment. Now there aro 
mo're than 100 around the cO\l.l'lU'y. 

In recent months Mr. Babbiu hat 
spent considerable time and ~ne.FI1 
building support tordeclarinl up to a 
doten federally own~ atess as na· 
tional monuments. So fa.r, Mr, Clin .. 
ton ha!l designated. only one new one, 
Grand Staircase-Escalante, a L9­
million·acre area in southern Uuh. 

But that ded.ratioft, in i_ 
fueled a runnina battle benrftB tM 
Re;)ubUcalHed cMsreU at tIM 
White aouae. in which fede-ra! ta",~ 
makenl have disputed the legal 
grmmds upon which the Clinton ad· 
ministratIOn 1$ basing lis right to 
Invoke the aet. 

The chairman of the House nation­
al parks and public lands subrom­
m1ttOO, Representative James v, 
Hanaen, Republican of Utah, eon. 
(ends thal the act was intended only 
for relatively small areas. oot the 
expanSive a.rensi.n Mr. 8abbitt's~. 
ommendauons. 

Mr, rtansea introduced Jegislatltln 
this year that would restrict thepres­
i.dettI's ~ powers over 
tedft'al t.ada. Etforts. II) I'tiIiCh Mr. 

President 


Hansen today were umutcessful. He 
did' not uspond to a message left 
WIth an aide. 

But in a speech before the House in 
April. Mr. Hansen sharply CritiCIzed 
the White House tor the Grand Siair­
case designation. enarging tlui! {he 
administration had its eves on 
"mult!million-a<:re n<ldonal" monu­
ments to score a. few ex-tra votes in 
the nt:l!t e.leetlcn," 

"Democracy Isn't always pretty," 
Mr, Hansen said then, "But 1 think 
we can all agree that It is a tot better 
than having a king dlctate every­
ltlin8 from the \\r'h.lte House." 

In additiOO, the proposed use of tM­
Antiqwttec'Act has angered raneh-. 

.".,.' minlnC' com~les and catUi 
pt'Oducen • cootwd that new n­
~ 011 land use, especIally in 
me West, irlcrttue oostS, reduce pro­
ductivity and eliminate jobs _ 
claim,' the adrntnlstratlon has de­
nied. 

On the otbtr hand, enVironmental 
groups have routinely SUPPOrted 
greater prot:ectkms tor pUblic lands, 
and $(1100; poUtkal analysts say that 
by designating more national m0nu­

ment!: In the final months of his term. 
Mr, Ctinton would helD solidify envt­
rontnenta.li!t..l' support for Vice 
PruidentAlGoteinhisquest (or tho 
~,natyear, 
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'menor Secretary Brut.e Babbitt. left. and Mike Taylor of the Bureau of Ynd Management.,. at Perry Mtsa in 
Arizona in Stpterttbtr. Mr. Babbitt is seeking national monument status for Perry Mesa and other area"" 
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ANew Government Indicator 
PO'!' the first time, 30 services provided by tMfederai govmtnunt were ~red IJS pt1:rt 0/ 

lhe American Omsumtf' &.tis/action Intkx by the Naticnal Quality /Wta;y:h Center at tM 
University 01 Michigan. "I'M data Wm! convmi!d into a scon between I) and loo. Here's hew 
the inda ranktd sp«ificfod,nW s~: 

Adminlstratloo for Families & Children Parents of Head Start students 	 87 

I 

food aod Nutrition Sen/tee:..._--­

Housing and Urban Weioplrua'nt 

WIC program rnciPtenu 

Community ~nt Stock Grant teeipients 

83 

•• 
I 

Social $«urity Administration 

Veterans Health AdministratiOn 

Recent retirement benefits ntCiptenl$ 

OutpatientS at VHA clinics 

82 

7. 

Office uf Personnel Management Federal retirees and annuitants 15 
liealth care Financing Administration Recent Medicare beneficiaries 71 

Veterans BenefrtsAdmlnistratiOn Veteran compensaUon!benefrt claimants 6l 

, 
~ 

" 

Education ~ment 

NASA 

Generai Services Administration 

Prim<1ry US$"$ of educatlon pubH<:atioM 

Educators participating in NASA Center programs 

Users Qf the Consumer Information Center 

80 

80 

77 

; Buruu of the Census '*» dif,tributors 	 70 

,'; Envlironmental Protection Agency Refere~ librarians aC¢e$$ing EPA ~ site- 69 

" National Plrl. Sel'llice . ~~vlsltQrs 	 73 

~ National Forest Service . Reetutlonbt vlsltcnJ . 	 70 

~ 	 Bureau of Land MMa~ment Rli!ereatk'inal visit(w$ 64 

, < < II I t I 

U.S. Mint 	 Buyers of~ 4c:ornrnemotlltM coins 86 

.~ FEMA 

, Education Cep3rtrnent 

.t 	t4ationat Science Foundation 
< 

Patent & Tradetmrk Ofta 

State OeJ»rtment [: -. 

:~ Immigration&Natu~5ervtc. 
Customs $e.vice 

~ Food & Drug AdminIstration 

Food Safety & Insj)G(:tlon Service 

; 	 In~rrn'li Revenue ServiC1l 

O!sasteraumance ri.'C~ 1997~.,9".,-___..:7.:3 

~k:: applicants fOt TItle IV student aid 

Gtant apptleants. 1998 

Recentindlvldual patent & tradema~ applicants 

63 

57 

57­

69, 

66 

66 

6Z 

1. 

Sl ..federal Aviation Administration 

OSHA. Health & safety pr0fe5skmals 5l 

"M~~~rA~IP~daa. 

All tax file'" 
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A.nzona 
preserved 
magic of 

'. 

caverns 
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State Parks staff members 
respoDd that" the new section 
could: be opened for viaitatioQ 
oni,.. during tM wltlter ge8$OD 
when the bats an!! in MeXJco. I 
hope {he St4ce Parlu Board will 
endone that approach. for we 
cannot risk 1038 of the bal""pula_.

Tbea me tour is over, !tid we 
h.ead back throu~ tbe tuIlIW. 
into the dA77! fn ll !PrinK SUMhinC. 
It i:J a beaulifuJ. and unusual 
cave, caretully developed, in· 
terpreted by guides who 1lI'0 well 
informed: oUId, proud ot their 
work. We' ,bauld be- proud of 
them" &rul"of our part system aDd 
ot our 1eti"4tors who year after 
y=, approprial:ec1 tD9DGY and 
wailed petieDti1l'·.so tbat i.t could. 
b6done-rlabL'" \.a . '. 1';' 

As. W'O' ~ doW'll" to,:- tIYr 
~.lot. 1 looked oUt u' the 
Sal> _ Valier. TI>en- 11' ..· 
(!~_i.D.t A.rizca&. or 4Ilywhere
.~ta1litli' this;.. actOII'~, tbra: 
vanoY•• "'" 0rq1>CG Mow1..w, 
m'8 &IowiAI purple IQ the aunset. 
to the IOUth I caD .., tb8 blue 
peak of s...o TboiD.u ,Jar 
_ iD _ "'" orr tv· tbo­
rlCbt. ,be ramportO .t H_,,.., 

But down in the vD.iley 4.l00a: 
the San Pedro River, it may not 
last. TIle desert floor is bema 
bulldcned to dust fo.r Wlldcat 
su.bdivisions. TIle !uab (orestS of 
cottonwood and willow along the 
San Pedro River are threatened 
by ex~ive Ill'oundwatu pum~ 
ing_ liow ironic tha[ the ~tare ot 
ArizoDa CAn set a world :ltand&l'd 
(or cave development. yet do so 
little Co ma.a.aSc. development UP 
on cop. 

Babbitt IS completi"l hiS second t.rm 
n IntlWb MCnItary. Columtll ot tIP to 
600 ~ .. _k::OrYlO. TIwf';1/ be 
~ fat ~l::Illartjon b • ..::! on lope 
,.I~ lIIr'1d ,.ill be Idltecl tar c:1.rity 
..nd ~natll. 

.,, 
.-. 

(" 
-:;\_-' "--~l 
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·U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Office of the Secretary Contact: JOM Wright 

For Immediate Release: October IS, 1999 ~0V208-6416 


Babbitt Delivers on Third Utah Monument Promise 
$5.5 million settle~nt with PacifiCorp coal fuses reached 

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt today announeed a second agreement to relinquish federal coal 
leases in the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument in Utah, 

Under th••greement with PacifiCo'll (which holds the lease as a result of its acquisition of Utah 
Power &; Light several Y'''''' .go), the company will receive 55.5 million, in return for which it will 
relinquish all of its interest in the Monument Like the agreement announced last friday with Andalex 
Corp't this agreement is subject to congressional appropriation. 

"This is another follow-throUgh by the Administtation on President Clinton's proclamation of Ibe 
Grand Stairtase-Escalante National Monument." said Babbitt "I am especially pleased with this agreement 

. because PacifiCo'll had initiated discussions with us to resolve these isaucs even befote the President 
proclaimed the Monumen~ a fact noted and applauded by the Preaident when be announced his historic 
action." 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

omce of the Se<"eury-­ Comact: Tim Ahern (202)·208·5089 
For Immediaie Release 
Sept. l. 1999 

Babbitt Supports Protection For California Rocks and Islands 

MONTEREY, Calif.• Se<rerary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt today endorsed legislation to 
designate as federnl wilderness the tIlousands of rocks and islands off tile California coastline. 

"These small rocks. islands, and reefs are absolutely essentIal for the existence of a number of. 
birds and sea maminals. They provide neSts, shelter, and feeding grounds for a variety of birds and 
sea life and we need to make sure they are protected,' said Babbitt, appearing at a news conference 
with Rep. Sam Farr, !).Calif. 

Fan- is the chief autbor ofHR 2271, the California Rocks and Islands Wilderness Act o(im. 
The legislation would raise the protection level of the rocks and islands to the highest protection status 
afforded by tile federnl government. The rocks ,and'islands, from Mexico to the Oregon coast, are 
under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management, an agency of the Dep~OI of tile' 
Interior. 

The legislation would cover the rooks and islands above the mean high tide line and within 
three geographic mile. of the coastline, Then: is 00 acturllte number of bow many would be 
involved, although most estimates put the numbers in the tens of thousands with an estimated total of 
7,000 acres. 

"I am pleased to support this legislation,' said Babbitt. "The wide, bipartisan suppon it 
enjoys among California's Congressional delegation reflects the bope of people in Caluomia to do 
everything they can to proteCt this state'. magnificent coastline, wbieb is one of the wonders of the 
world. I eolIllIltM Co~man Farr fOf sponsoring this bill .• 
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Steens Mountain needs 

". 

protection, Babbitt says 

The Intenor secretary and Gov. 
fohn Kirzhaber tour the area 

imd propose more restriaions, 


.but they want to retain grazing 

8y HAL SEnNTON 

-rnf. OllJGOt-I1AH 

FRENCHGLEN" - Interior Secr'''''Y 
Druce Babbitt on Thursday called for 
new' federal protectiON for Steens­
Mountain, declaring thiJ high-desert 
range of Eastern Oregon a "primo reo 
source of national importance," 
:' BUf responding to IocaJ carne rMChen 
who fear these protl!toons could push 
ihem oft' the mountain. Babbitt said he 
though. that "carefully managed graz. 
in( is "perfectly compatible" with !his 
dmn Iandsc'pe. 
.. B,bbitt and GoY.lohn K1tzha1)er visit· 
ed the mountain on 'Il: blustery day fiHcd 
wuh the TUnlb1e ofdistant thundef. They 
peered into • ~OOO·foot deep Big Indian 

Gorge, sniffed wild mint leaves and es­
caped for a: britf l1y-fishing session in 
",earth of red·band trOUt . 

Babbitt and KilZh<lber said they hope 
. for congressional action naming the 
Steens a, Ii National Conservation Area; 
a designafion that would emphasize Jew 
source proleclion, And Babbitt said he 
WQuld rerum io Eastern Oregan in lht: 
months ahead to help craft.a proposal. 
. "I ""uld really like to buUd on Ill. 00· 

operalive spirie here and gel a consensw 
bill that would have tile: acCeptance of 
the governor and congressional delega­
tion," he said, 

Hamey County officials who met with 
Babbitt on Thursday ~ning. appeared 
willing to work on It nt:W protection plan. 

W!'m caudously optimistic that we can 
end up with somedting," said Steve 
Grasty,. HameyCounty judg<. 

But the prospect or, consensus reo 
mains uncertain. 

Conservationists are hoping that a 
new management pian will cut I,mck 
public land. grazing lll1d ru.o finance 
$(Ime Federal acqulf!lions or private land. 
TIle!r representativeS' are scheduled to
meet with Babbitt th\S morning. and 
they Wan! a stake in shaping the con~ 
gtes.sionollegi.slation. 

"I don't car. what It's called. .. long .. 
It's real protection, which is to remove 
cattle from· tl\e mountain and, prevent 
priwte development,' uid Nice El4hot!. 
of the Otegon Natural Desert Assada­
lion. a group wIlkh has .ucd Ihded",,] 

CO/ ~ ('I 't 

government about rnanagemenr 
01 portions {If the mountain. 

If aCQnsensus fails to emerge­
and. no !Jill po.sses CongrC5S ­
Babbitt lmlicated he would con· 
sider executive action 10 name the 
Steens a national monwnent un· 
dCf the administration of the Bu­
reau .of Land Management The 
federal' government owns more 
than 600,000 acres of tbe moun~ 
tain. but it IS unclear how much 
would be included tn. any new 
protection area. 

The lO-mue long mountain is 
nne of the mosl remarkable geo+ . 
logical .,onati""" in Oregnl\ 
fanned by the uplifting or basalt 
rockand la'''' carved byglaciell," 

TIle summit ridge. which read}· 
es an elevation of 9:roO reet ­
drops sba.rply to dle east down 10 
a desert 5J1ed wlth alkali Dats: and. 
buhbUnggeothennai mud po~. 

The genlJer \ftStem slope en~ 
. compasses myriad ecologic,a! 

zones. n\ere are hanging valleys, 
where smaU iaies pool in mead· 
ows' s~ddt:!d with wUd.f'luwtrs. 



1,( I lear that it wilt be artificially advertised by tile 

d~'gnatiQn and takeu over by ilvrdcs of pl:ople.." 

FREO on.!y~ 
p"l.cltl:a I 

Further down the s!ope ~e ~ck· 
ets of quaking .aSpi;:n, and in the 
lowtt elevations are'a mix nf sage­
b~h. nativegras.sf:$ arul Juniper. 

Any effort t{) increase prntection 
of Steens poses challenges that re­
!lett the tangled nature oflandllW­
netships. 

About 25 percent of the Steens 
is PL"tvaleiy held, Uttlike other 
areas of Orqon, where pri:vate 
ItaCfJ an~ often fent::ed or postEd 
with 1\0 lrespa.s.sing signs. m(),5t of 
Steer.:s Mountain is managed in a 
private-pubijc partnership. ihat 
partner~hip has a&wed hikers, 
fi5h.ermell and U"lher visitors ac­
ct.S.i tl) SotM of the sceNe pnvale....... 


Many ranchm and other m­
dents of Eastern: Oregon'! Hamer 
Courtty feat that II new fede!aJ 
de~:gnation .couLd lead to major 

• 
t~.triclions on grazing. a surge of 
VJ.lIiIWr3 and pre$5urt: fur improve· 
ments that would fundamentally 
dlllnge .the wild character or the 
area. They say !.bat could uruavel 
the partnership 3Jld prompt pri­
vate lanacwners to put up more 
fences.. • 

~I fear that it will be artificially 
advertised by the designation and' 
takm """ by hordes 0I_1e: 
said Fred Otley, a I«a! rancher, at 
a Thun;day evenin{ "Friends. of 
Steen~ meeting in Buna that drew 
several hundred pt!:Dple. 

Babbitt spok.e briefly \.)clore the 
~tJP, urging it to join in crafting 
the ntwplan.. 

But many in the crowd Mte' 

unronvim:ett by Uabbltt's appnt 
and most ~e hostile to new fed.. 
~p~o~ , 

During tile inst decdue, the Suo 
(tau of l.J,nd ~lal1ago;::m:1t''j csti· 
I"lHUCS of visit~rs h,lve In(licatoo an 
averitl;f uf 45,000 peopie i'. year, 
wi:h many ra,kir:g a more :hJ.:l 00 
mileAong gravel road thai 100\l! 
UF along Ihe ridge line. Outfmers 
report, in recent yeart, a $U~ In 
j~te~( in back country Irlps, Bah­
b.tt sa:d he dcresn't w;mt to see the 
Steer..s trampled by more VllIjtj)~, 
and that recreation - ali ~ as 
grazmg - must bl'! rareCuily ma.'t~ 
aStld. He said he rr"specl$ the 
public-private partneooLp. 

aut Babbitt said that naming 
the S:etos a$ a National Con.re.t'Va· 
Uoo - probably ""uIQn', draw 
too much lUtenUon to the areabut 
collid pro~~I new pro­
:ection.s in the ~ ahead as 
more people came In !he a.tea. 

"TIle West ~ dtl~g. places 
always ~t di:iwvered/ Babbitt 
said, . 

• 

You can: f~ Hili BtrllWn f1.l 
51l3-294-7S8S or by fN1'1I1.il at h4l. 
berlllOn@mws.orqtmiwt.cattt. 

101 ELLlUrnt ORECOItlAI't 

Secretary 0' the Interior Bruce BabbItt (rlqbt) confers with Stacy Davies. 
manaQer of the Roarln" SprlnQs Ranch, wblch Indudes property at Steenl 
Mountltn..8ab"'tt assured ranchen that gra:ln" could contlnl'I., 

mailto:berlllOn@mws.orqtmiwt.cattt
http:fN1'1I1.il
http:nativegras.sf
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t . 

Santa Rosas win over Babbitt' 
Interior chUif urges pushfor rrwnument status now 

By JUMtte ShMIIM 
f<II. ~f:<'j>£I'It.lI~" 

PALM ........ 
BrJce aol>bltt ,...11<1111 WI IlOl \IaIIIY 

of ,bt santa Rosa MouQf.lU:la 00 tuescIAY. 
eyeballing a desert d.- IIm>v/III a 
m'll\lt!'IO,!IIaOI aDCI stnlId..WI_ 01 
a desert nomecl 1.1tard. . 

Uttina tus cap often to "'PIt a sweaty 
l>row, tht lntenor seeftt.a.ty bJUd. Ule 
mountains U14( tower darkly over the ' 
desert fe50t1 cltles. 

.... 1001 at it d.....l gel .-. 1%0 
(~egrees1. t"m In.to tilt! pocuy of tbii 
pia",," Babllilt jolted. 

F..II.. lI\e ......... ~ stttqIA. 

"ed Ballbll!'! bellet tl!at a m.@a"" 

swath or Ute Santa Rosa and SU JICiDto 
mOW1tains Should. be named a aadODlJ 
monumenf !hi! year. be !i.Ud. The latiet 
~h1 mean more Prestl&e aM a better 
chanCt at pubUe tund!1'lI tar tbe an:&. 

tl 

http:seeftt.a.ty
http:f:<'j>�I'It.lI


BABBln 
Conruu..a",,,, 4-1 

neartJy dem d~"" d."'ppM die 
14u. 

''1"110 city Of Palm 51>"".. is 
",1111 to .... • _ 01 no 
position until thtrtft S01'M: f'eS01U.. 
don on sues ot concam tmb thtI 
developmot." Mayvr WUUam 
Klei.n4ienst sai4. 

Palm Sprtnp abo believes the 
monument label ~n briol aoodlet 

, layer ot bureauctll<'Y, WIIlcb ~ 
tears wW make development OIl 
pnvate lands wttItJD the d.esi~ 
area more d1dleIIlt. he saI4. How· 
e"er, reaional and: federl1 oIkieII 
<:,aiJi Ut& monumtrlt __W(jft't put . • ___ ... prtvlllAl 

or 'trtbIi laodI Inctuded til di, 
4~ __.... _,_ril, 

""" tar Palm SpriDp' II>PI""Il 
BUt, .. -. -I tIIiIIIl r4 1II1II to 
give PIIm Spr1D&o wt lIIelDleI1.r 
'!)ePO"'MIIU tile ,.~ III 
work out !:belT dUfmmctl." 

It's late' In tbe conacea:loalJ year 
to ~eete in the SaatI Rosa ~ 
'""" bill. IhoufI U COIIl4 be -.
'U .... in J!IIIIWY "",'D put lD .. 
"',; hlgluts IlA 01 prtonna" Bono 
sai~ 

iabbill !UB the power to rec:om­
tMnd monumeal status to the p'" 
ldtrU, but he wtU walt lor lq1s1a­
UeD beta'_ CoqreII may, be 
more UkelY to .armad; money_for 
amOl\umeac that it us matfJ4. ",
,aliI. ,. 13. 




JUly ;30, 199'9­

Babbitt to visit Ore.'s Steens 

Mountain: 


Interior secrlitary to 
arrive as ELM, advisory 
council consider plans 
tbat could restrict use 
• .,. TAM MOOA!! 
e.t.prtA1 find SUfI WltIr 

Sco.tb....tri1:t 0 .....', at.u.t M~UA­
tam. lI.lt:ribr.I' .'1,400 ~1Itdlaal~ 
lr po.hn~ laM. f'I\&" ;.rtO!:Ull_~ 
by t.lUI U.s. :nt4tior~ neat week. 
Tba~ 5-4 mitot1hu.Babbitt; aa. 

... tal kleaJ BunauclLaJulMM••1ImC'Dt 
dJ..tt.rict uui itt 'IHU.I'M ~~ 
~• .nth pn:poMlt tbaiooWd I\Irihcr 
~ \$oft 01 lb.!&tuI t.U'ft paud. by 
u.~!mmJ~ 100.J nulcbM. 

Be.bb~ t. ~ tot:tauo BumlAU&­
6 md tak•• beUl;OlItItt' m,hllWV Bt.ae.na. 
t.h.o a..lfl tIu oat d.t.., ""fA L ciUzm \VUl< 

rrllt:ee4 i!iOCal~ *' BLM .ta«rw:'(kIrt. 
'I:h.at l"Q4"rt'NQtm the ~"' 

d.;rian.~. utUmAl C&DHr'Yatilm..,.., 
.. utkuul mo~ at' • .amic U'O&. ThIJ 
~we pert". a..ft6ll\lirl:m:am1al 
impMt ft'C.dy b IlM.8'oI1t.IMut OnIOO 
n.$6U.lCII MM.IlfIJ'tMUL ploa. 

2Dvlno.mt'atal Jnlupi hne iQl'due rJ 
thiII Ii__ Ild9Ot*bld tm1I..toI Swns mID 
poUt flt .. l1&tioa.al park uveriq lilI. ad,l.. 
11.OD acnJI .r'Eatom Omp.. 

a.t"',...O"""BLM''''''''_-­
two oru...naruu...wo-ut ..... 

quift. {aD~a&) .ct. a.c.4 Ute 
~u.. h UuuU:iGll4f~ thtl 
tOAtlO'9'ft'llial G.t'IlDCi~ 
IDDI11UM:llt d.~~o twtt ytW'lI -colAUtah. ThAt ... _ ..__ 

http:l1&tioa.al
http:Bt.ae.na
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.e,abbltt bemoans West's 'dead 

rivers' 


Interior secretary says region i8 dolted with 'trails 
of dusr 

Byo.tMrRocl<yBe"" ......"" $1"'_ 
,­'''' 

BOULDER - lnlerior Secret.., Bru<:e Babi>ill said 

Tuesday thai the llliian mW! restore 'he health ofrivers 

thai 11.'"'" dried up te provide lOIter far t'arm$ .,,11. cilies 

ov... ,he put century, 


'The Wesl.... landJcape i. dCllCd with dead riven ... hid! 

.... tr>il. ofdust,, Babbitt >lid. lmpmvins riven could . 

include c!ismlllllinS some obsolrte damJ, h...... 


Slit he $lopped short ofCIIIIina for tho destrueUo. of 
major <lams .. a4voc:a1od by """" envitollll1Ol!lli groups, 

''The major 1IOta,p <I...,. on ,he upper Colorado Ri.... 

""". an importlll1lliw:tion.· h. said. No _ in hi. 

department UYOCWII tarit!i tlIom <loW1\, he said.
.' 

Babbitt'. _ to • group ofwatet·!a., oxperts 

I!lOOIini II tho University oCColotado were in _trui 

to ... early dnft ortho sp....tl. faxed to nOWl media by 

hill office. ThI.I ....sion PU' 111'_ ....plwis Oft 


cIeoIroyiag damJ, but did "'" specify which <lams. 


11\ 1M IIpeedI he dcilverod and in remarks 10 reporten. 

Babbitt emp!wsiud tho need far publiI: coa.ensu.. betbte 


, 1I1't!f damt ..... diOSIroyed. 

Thr.. d ..... have been taken down, in r......m y.... In 

..ch. cue the demolition hod lociI support becau.. it 

improved the riwr, " Mbiut far fish, 


Othor. older damt may come doWn when they become 

tOO coSIly 10 maintain, he >lid. 


' , 

http:sp....tl


L••ders of the Siern Club have called for tho domoiition 
of Glenn Canyon Dam on the Colon4o ruver. The dam 
ereue<! Lake Powell, but desttoyod the canyon. 

Babbitti8f~ wilh tho.. who have reservati ... abOUt 
wlal roderaJ d..... did 10 WOSIem riven. He said the 
needs. ofrive.. must no lonF be trea!ed as "table 
.craps· to be colUidlll'Cll only .a.r overy athor pubtic 
needs.. 

Maoy ofthe largest dams _. rushod dIrousn in 
pnM"'" d=d.. with little reptd for their efIilct 00 til. 
environment. Glenn Cmyon Dam was buill in seven 
year••• le.. time than it takes to complete an 
onYironmenral·impact >llUCment for big projootJ today, 
Babbitt said.. 

H. noted that the big teser\'Olrs behind the dams loose as 
much as 10 percw o(their _ to evaporation. 

Babbitt said cities in the future wiUNm 10 und.ergrouod 
"orage, pumping tlu. w"",," into aquifer. that are bei.ns 
driod up by weill. 
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· ,'But B~bttt !.n.51sted --h~' J.i 
)eavtng Ule,det.a1ls to othen~'; 
-:, ':;i,~~'thavc:ap~pc6alherc'l 
he: wd; '"Wha.t! haw 15 D:Stro~ 
ap~t:1~ 'tp,,,* :~~:~~~,~
have a better ap~ae.h," _"" . 
~\Y.~9ri vyedn~~; _~ '.JOmi. 
ISon': of :CortCz.1eha.t.r ,-;of _."the' 
:SOuthw'eafRAC:'i,a1d' the eoun· 
ell had: set nO,"date.Cor.tt.5 ne;(t 
i.necUflg but that she-was "really' 
ooted'" 'a.1xlUt ,the chance" to 
deyelop a ~agemcnt plaJ;t:for
the;area,:" :., .1:. '.•>.:. ': "1':,_ 

:.:. "'I'bc:Wb~1ethJngts asue'w'h; 
-me -a.p' e~ ebe',"'sbe' Ricf 
'~r knOW the ELM wantS the RAe 
'to:ha'Vti a1central ro!e'-in'th.ts 
POOiSl!l,~,:""', :\" •• :' ,_<" ,', ,: 
,c~_,$:""""Jbu...I"'­
to 'pc introdUced., to the: :RAe' 
-oe,corc:~ p:ubl1e.·nn\7Ql~mcnt.­
'beitns!bu(thailluil£woUid be' 
,'"'manY-'oppoltui:dt1e~... ·tOtFdt1~ ,
'ZeM·to".comxnent:;- :,: .';', ".-.. ;::\''<' 
, "W'e#~t..tO ,.haw itJot' or 
,publ~~~~0·lItie:~d.; 
~ .,.. ,- ' .. ,,_. 

:: .~ 

http:ro!e'-in'th.ts


BlM Gets Plenty of Input on Managing 
Grand Staircase 

8'1' JOD\' FAtiYS 
• THE" SAl. T LAJCE TRtBlJNE: 

A few people, bent on making federal bureaucr.ats keep them in 
mind. sent per~onal smpshots along with corr.mc:nts on plans for th~ 
Grand Stam::ase·Escalante t'ational 'Monument, 

Some offered !)ages Qf d~tailr::d .c;riti-cisms and suggestions on the 
U.S Bureau ofLand ~1anagement's proposal for managing [he 
monument Others described their preferences with maps 
, In total, tho BLM has fielded more than 6,500 leUers, .-mails and 
fa.'(es during the past four months concerning what 10 do with Utah's 
newest playground, • 1,9-million-acre expanse of de,1!!'! sage and red 
rock. 

hThere are lots Otrecommendaoons that are interesting," said Chris 
Killingsworth, who leads the BLM team reviewing the tol1ll"1l<.", , 

The eight~person team has until next fall to write a final ' 
management plan.. which will guide ~ow the monument is protected .... 

,and used - in the future The September deadline is roughly three 
years atter President Clinton created the monument as a scientific and 
scenic preserve. 

Last tan. the BLM issued a call tor comments on several different 
management scenarios. One pla«d greater emphasis: on protecting 
natural resources. another emphasized scientific research. while a 
third would allow morc rer;reation. 

And all five aUow hiking, bilclna, climbing, camping. huntin!!. 
fishing. filming and driving cars 011 established road"Guided tours 
would still he pennined, So would cuuing fi",wood and Christmas 
tree.. and road building by lMdownm who need access to ,har 
property, 

But any of t'hosc activities can be limited. to certain areas. 
Th. ageney added 30 days to its original comment perind when 

people lold them 90 day. w ... not enough, The official time for public 
inpu, ended on Monday, 

About 2,500 of the comments came from Utahns, Four thousand 
came from outside t,he state.. and about a dozen came from otner 
countries, according to tne BLMs preliminary inventory. As many as 
90 pen;ent oftbe comments were generated from "alerts'! issued by 
argaJ)ized group., 

I~fl­-




The n;lmr::! of the commentS ~an the c;arr.ur. K;~h'1gs'.,1;0r:h said 
Ctah Gov, ~fike Leavitt submjned fi~e pages of comm::ents 

de.scr:bing rte recommendations of state agencies and local 
govern.Tlcots Then re talked about the suggc::.tions \....ith {nterlor 
Secretary Bruce Babbitt, whose department oversees the BLM. The 
twO met in Leavitt's hometown of Loa. on TueSday. 

"l.Ve want to prot~t the assets of the monument, ~ said Brad 
Barber, the governp(s deputy director for p!.anning. ~ . But we also 
want. to push the cooperative management of the monument and 
enhance tht': local communities." 

In effect. the governor urged monument planners to ensure. as 
much as possible. whatever activities are currentlv a)lowed can 
cominue on lands.within the monument. That Inean~ honoring rights 
ofwa.y and water rights, along with the: ability of SISte agencies to 
carry Out their duties without needless inrerterence. 

The Department ofNatural Resources (Dl'<""R). ror example. wants 
flexibility to manage: wildJife and habitat within the monument. 

"The idea i~ we don't want to be boxed in." said Darin Bird. a 
DNR policy aide. 

That could rn~ using helicoptors to count big horn sheep herds 
or dragging a chain betWeen two tractors to remove aggressive 
juniper trees. for instance, But Bird said his agency na... no plans .to 
use that vegetation management technique. "But we jUst don't want to 
preclude anything." 

Some scientists wholeheartedly back the plan while orhers 
complain that some requirements might ttinder their fesarch. 
Proposed restrictions on some areas of the monument might make it 
bard for paleontologist. and goologisrs to get permits for 'heir digs A 
ban on IllQtorized vehicles might be impractical for using bulldozers 
<0 diS. they have complained. 

The Utah Farm Bureau encouraged the BlM to ensure the future 
ofgrazing. 

"This historic and valuable way of lite is being Soqueezed from every 
direction." the: bureau said in itS comments, 

And. while till! limn bureau said no flyerS in the monument should 
be prot<cted as "wild and scenic.· the Wilderness Society said all 25 
rivers tbar qualify should gc !hat designation. 

The en>iramnental group alsO accused tbe BLM planners of',.lying 
too much Oft !lU"ssworl:. The planner. do not g.ther enough legal and 
·.cienlific input, nor did they carefUlly <oruider the economic caSU . 
and benefit. ofany particular course of a.,ion. 'he group said. 

"The agency sbould keep its option> open by focusing 00 . 

protective strategi .. and action, and generally deferring or. re~rictin8 
development decisions until adequate data, analysis and !jUldeline. can 
'Ill! developed," till! Wilderness Society ..,d.. 

http:c;arr.ur
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Babbitt targets 'last 

. . best place'. 


!he \:w. bonI<r, 
'The reason wildlife depend on 

.areas like this is b«ause we hl1YC 

Seeks comment Monday 
P'I,hcd them tnto them.·· ,aid Brad 
Ack, the trUst'S director of cOMttVa~ 
(ton field. programs. 

on proposed monument' 
north of Grand Canyon' OUlers ~ worried. mIt a monu· 

ment dcsiJrlallo0 wHl put the Shiv. 
wits Plateau "on the map," cony!nc:·

By LUKAS VELL'SH ins thoLlsands more pe,op!e to ... i~it 
S!,lnSutr~ an area that is now mlinly a wildli£C 

humor s~ BlUet Babbitt WatUS 11,): U$C the fe<knl A.cuqui. hiven intenptued with le~ 
net Act !Xl: con~ ..tat he eall:" OCle at AtU:OOA's"c,st best placet" !alIe can!c: ranr:hcs. 
OOM ot me Grand Canyon into il proc«ted nal1on21 ~ "Vlslwicil iJ extreme1,.lew riiht 

But Babbiu's proposal for il Shivwit1 Ph,tcau Natiooal:Moou­ now," said Tony WiUiJ.no:!s. a Fredo­
~nt !lJn:ady hM drawo. <;:riti,aslll. Some say it does~'t' It') far nl1. resident who hu sptnt much of 
t:ncup. 0tIw1 q,uesUon why it'~ Qt!CI'n:ied at all. (he luI 30 ycm e&ptorlng II land­

~bbitt wiU be in Flagsu.ft )"100day to bear bam sides a.o.d to dis· scape painted with rolling: rulls. salt 
cuss rus pIiIl. which ,.,ould set aside 550,000 acres of land uri Qf bush and s.rn\b vegeullion ~ and 
the -.restun end of the Grand CII.O.j!on. H<: is boldin; a town hAll at J;:onti.iniog just 10 yeaNollnd resi· 
l"QMm:I Aril;ona tiolveniry's C'.me Libtaty Assembly H.a.ll from 6 do.!!. 
iMn, to S p.m. . "It', one of the most spU~elY 

"We Want to rcco:nize the great qualltie~ of this sptctaeUlat and popuhtu:.d atUI in 1M lo....er 48 
unique uea and ensure C!lat Ie ~iVC$ tilo ~ 3M. M; that smu. Thetc are putS ot It that yO\l 

could onty see with • hcliecpu:t.it dt:s.Uves;' B:!bbin $ild in a stoWHtlet:lt WlOWldD, blJ visit, "1 
We: 're talkil"l& about tufteO coun·bOpe,the pubUc will join me for ~uuion, ~t ~$ iqiOll', eQ­
try,"ViwMleow qualities. natural mlourcet and llCeds lot' dW: 5peci:t! 

William$ doesn't w.an! iO u:cplice," ", 
Ihings change in I n:&1()a\ ti'.at theC9oset'!lltioo ~~h M ~e f1!8sratr~bOl$ed Orand. Caoyon 
Inttrior Departmeot, SI)'5 at'lt~Trun see the ttgion as -alut $W:Id Cot m'Jlc deer. proAihom Mle· 
jU$l 11,000 vi$iton It YCIr, Most oflope. mounrai4 lions and dMrt bichom sheep - a.O.i.m;.ls that h:M: 
th~ ;ttC drawn to the Lake Meadbeco pUlhed ,onto tho S1Uvwjcs. Plmau ~u!C of ~n& ' 
National Recreation Al'el upstrcattlwildlife ~bitat~..1)evtIopmelrt preUutts also l.ooin; Las 
af~erO&m.,VCiu it juSt".. f~ h.o!.in' drive. avt3'/. aod ~ \lranl\lm mil:Ung 

"1 don't think you cin -@ an)'·c:1~ 00 the pb~11 Cou.I4 be d«weloped if ~ trWbt !or ouclei!r 
thln& to improve it," William! said.power iJnproves. . 

1'be Tnut weuld like to $U Babbitt double the $ilc ot the: p[(I. "It's beatr left anonymous," ' 
In Utah ~ of lIke Powell ~pO$ed tbOnUIMat. exp.mdi.o& it northward by a balf·million IlCt'eS to 

[he Glen Canyon NlU.iOl'lItl Recre· 
ation arc.. tnt reccf'lll}, cit,ted 
Grand Suircase-Eswanit National 
Monument it • perfcct cnmple of 
leilling .. wiJdell\l'l.SS area with tOO 
much e.tposu~; nicS Williatm. 

http:wiJdell\l'l.SS
http:a.O.i.m;.ls
http:Flagsu.ft
http:II'JagSt3.1f


An lvid explorcr of southem 
L:\J.h J.:'lC r.,Jrlhern Arizona, 
W,;:ia:r:s s:lid he used to be able to 
s= rr.ui! illJc~s on th~ 2-:nillion-llcre 
Ltah mor,ument ,>.oithoUI sc~ing a 
~ouL Now, annual visi:orship that 
lpproachcd :5.000 p~ople before the 
monument designiltion numben 
10,000, and-federal oiHcials esti­
mite Orand Stairc,,-sc-Esc.1,lante 
could attract 100,000 "Isiton a year 
a decade from now. 

"1 ..... ould hat: to sce that l1appen 
on the Shivwill Plateau," Williams 
said. "It would destroy the essence 
of the place, the solitude." 

UMIT TOURIS~I 
The. Grand Canyon TruSI would 

be opposed (0 creating a new monu­
ment if it did attract large numbers 
of people, added roads and general· 
ly promoted recreational use, Ack. 
said. . 

Instenrl, me trust would like [0 

see a monument proclamation that 
emphasizes the prote.ceion of 
wildlife habitat, including limits on 
cattle gra2i~1 and minin,. At least 
12 different species of binh and 50 
plants 'that are threatened or endan­
gered live in Ihe region. 

To effectively pr.O\'ide enough 
wil~lifc habitat for ill the: major 
species in the area and 10 have prop­
er' buffers from developed areas, 
Ack said the monument should con­
tain about I million acn::s, That 
would sec it stretch all. die way 
north to the: Utah border_ 

Aclt said any tourism that did 
occur should be' centered on low· 
impact ~ntures ,uch as wildlife 
photography, with no additional 
road-buildIng or campgroUnd deVel­
opment, 

Giving the relion monument nl­
IUS would not re:suh in mueh chanle 
In development and use status for 
the atea inside the: Lake Mead Na­
lional Rec:reation Area. Ad: said. 
That liltId is aln:ady bein, proposed 
for ....-ildem£Ss SWUI, pulan. dt!vel­
opmcm cffccti...ely ofT·limitS, _ 

But as a national mori·ument. 
lands now under lhe Burc:alol of Land 
~anagcment would be afforded I 
much greater degrcc of protection 
from lhe impOlct5 of mining, loning 
and ranching, Aek noted. althouat' 
,those activitiCI wouJd not be 
banned, . 

Simply cxpandin,' the' adjac:ent 
Grand Canyon National Park to en· 
campus the SMvwits would e!imi­

'nate all ranching and mining. But 
Ihat takes an act. of Congr:ss, 
..... hcreas a national mocumenl can 

Sun Openl~a...I"'''lO~'' Oa.ty Sl.in 

Bruce Babbitt, Secretary of the Inler[Qr, is pictured in this March 
1996 Ille photo an the COlorado. Rivet below Glen Canyon Dam. 

be cr:ated by executive order or the But it's wonh i't, Willi~ms :>aid. 
president Ul'1acr the Amiqui[ies Act. 	 because the "iew5 of the westem 

pan of the Grand C:l.nyon are spec­
tacular, 

ARDUOt:S DRIVE "The canyon varies f~o:n cast to 
Wi\ljams lives in'Freaonia so he west," he said. "Th~ protilc is un­

can be in tne middle of canyon land cro.....ded. unlike l:~c Suut~ Rim. 
to (he north and south, He gets to When you're at pbcc~ like Kelly 
the sOU!.hwcsl comer of the Shiv\llits Point. you'r.: iooidn; !.lown at Ihe 
Pl,lteau or.I)' once a yeat, 50 arduoUS river, You 're lcol.:ir,~ riGht into the 
is (he JSO-mil..: Q.rivc, 	 Cirand Canyon." 

What: Interior Secretary Bruce Babbin will bold. a town 

ball meeting in Aagstaff to di5fUsS setting aside 550,000 

acres of land north of the western end of me GrOUld Canyon 

as a protected national monumen~ 


Wheo: Monday, 6-8 p.m, 

Where: Northern Arizona University:s Cline Library , 

Assembly Hall 


"', :: 
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Interior _ry Sruoe Sabblu hal proposed c",a~1l9 a naIIonai monument on the ShIvwitO Plateau 
at the_westem end o11hfJ Grand Canyon (outlined in red). Some environmental groups want the Se<::~ 
(Gtaly to consider addlllonaJlandl that contain important wHc:Wfe habitat (outllned by the dashed line). 
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F!anked by NMh Las Vegas MayOt Michael Momar:dOn. lert, , 
man John Rhodes. Interior Secretary Bruce ~btltn. hammefS home a pQU'lt 
Thursday al.lOullhe sale 01 7,5{JO acres 01 pubbc land In the north 'IIan~y. 

8abbitt- ­
From 1A 
cttunks than it is intact, t:nder a 
new law, r~yenue from th(' "ale of 
(~dcral lands in Southern )ieva· 

. da stays 10 the state, some of it 
ea!"nlarkerl for scllo<lls. 

"The i;n... require;, us t(, rnruci· 
mL.e the ,:lrlce," ~bbltt said. ~By 
J'l!'wng mflr(' mouey, we will get il 
o",ltl!r de4[ far the atizen.a of 
",,"uda," 

S"orth Las Vegu official. ance 
hdd hOp<!d to find a single buyer 
lnr the \and. some of tbe valley'S 
I.ut Ilnclaimed a<:reage of any 
."6niflcal".t size_ They 'law the 
partel as- a chanc~ to create a 
;nA:iter-planned community on 
the ~aJc or Green Valley in 
HC'nder50n .. r Summerlin in L.a, 
\'t.~!, 

rlabbitt insisted Thursday thtl 
,ty (an sull do. just :h"t with 

,Jl ')per pJanning and h~ premi.%!d 
.'l.:lpcrt fr<>m the f... deral grwern· 
,"fient \";'I!~n the time CIH1W$ to he· 
gin auetilinillll tht land. 

"What We have here is a .mel:- . 
iJHH,mtury opportunity to envi­
sion an entir@ ~rnmunity,' hp 
$.ud. "it', nt;t often ynu ~t ;, 
bl()(k of 7,1)00 <len'! of land, 
wbtlro the city can look at the 
!lucce~se.s and failurn!l or thtl past 
and thu looi( at it ;:tHm eM bite.
rr" a good thing (or the enttft! 
\,I'tlley,' 

North t..1.8 Yegu :\lapu" Michl!;­
1:'1 Montandon alJ~ared more re-­
~t'rved than Babhitt ant( 3n \:lat. 
11' nwming- mtleting WIUI the Se(:, 
rcu!j'Y and official" rnrm the Ru­
reau or Land Managcmt'llt, but 
h,; /lAid he W3!'i (lr~partd to mll 
up hi' ,$l~ves and w~lrk witTt ttle 
new polley_ 

"The Il~r('tdry hOI!!. h:t u". knmv 
ir" not gQin-g hi 1.>1: ;,n Cit,>\" t<l5k. 

hut tntn Wtl knew that:' 'I'oman· 
dun liaid, "Tll(!ra';o ., lot 'ur \\'()rk 
"!u.,rtd of us. We ",ill w) rul'ward 
Lj \!cl a"'$llrm'IClts from iwr, tll •.1t 
Wj' Cit"! built: n t'\lJ)>li"lent 11);11-11,1"' 

nphmn.:d UimrnUflitv. 

BlM land to 

be auctioned 

off in pieces 

o Interior Secretary Bruce 
Babbitt unveils a plan that 
lets NLV determine how a 
preciOUS plot is developed. 
By Sh.IUn McKinnon 
R~..JourTW 

What had ~n the Hope Diamond 

of undeveloped land in utbaa Clark 

County ~ a 7,500'atte p~j that 

wrap. around the northern Jlp of the 

LAS Vegas Valley - will be eut"Up and 

sold m piece'S, Interior Secret4r)' 

Broct Babbitt s.a1d Thursday. 


Simply put., he sald, t~e land 11 

wfJtth more tG wpaytnl u; smaller 


Pt~.H '" 8ASetlT/4A 


The '; ,000·r.('1'<: Lran' h,,~ 

loomed O!.like ill ,'ion!1 Ll~ \'11" 

gas for mlltil than a decade. the 

symbol of dl!\'(~JQvm€'nt rk"h.,,, for 

;1 dty long rel~~at<:d ti, pr>\ir­

~lsUH'l'tatUl' in the \'alJc,": 


Until COllttrt'.~~ r!;!wf'tJ('r- tlw :"' ..... 

last year to ~lIow lhr lH!~ll''ln of 

plJ.blic land'" in South-efn l'\H,Hiu, 

~orth Las V~ga.s wn$ l<)(Jking at 

yoar! mOl'e of d:cker;t'lg IJver pn· 

tentialland "waps, none uf ,vhl('h 

had yet even approach~d the par­

('el's estimated vaLue of SlQU mi!· 

liM to $15{) million. 

~ow, 8abhitt daid Thul'$day. 

federal land :nanttg-£!'TS are p~. 
r:lIued to begin carving up d-.e' 
land as soon as North La! V.:ga..; 
Imuwii what it W.H;tJ lO PUt (In .t. 
and he said :f It s dnne right. it 
muld (etch c.en r,"Iure motle,>, /_,..£".
than originally thought. • 

~Wc'll plAn together to mak.. I ". 

thl.' tran... ition t/ver the n<:xt to tfi :.,...... 
W yeaTS,' Babhitt ~aid, "I :bdi. 
we are going to re!'l.('h a pr/X""~5 
:hl'tt wdl w(Jrk (111' Loth n~ J~, 11m: 
:11;11 will rr.1.Ik~ "urI; the ~~,!1d wi;; 
be developttd in a pr~dirt"(ltt' lind 
mn!lio;u"nl W;l,:V," 
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pieces instead oj as one parcel, Babbitt met with 
city officials, lr.en spoke WIth reporters at a deten­
tron bas;n in the middle of the parcel. 

;\!o.mt.H'.lluil. ,wid the cny wi~l 
Lot'\!!1'l \\"Ik ,mmedlald;: ;Q {'ralt 
" t'i\..i"'t~r p!;..n tor the L.ind, an 
J!~3 Co\.:nded roughly oy Deca.tur 
Boulevard, Grand T"t;:)1'1 DriVEL 
Lamb 9oult! .. ard and Centennial 
Parkwa)l.

City umc:aJ~.ant lhe entire 
parcei mapped out before tbl! 
heavy equipmen1 moves ,in, That 
means des:gnatlng certam ~rea, 
for residential :::eighbQrhoods, 
others for commercial deYeioi>' 
ment and apattment$, and sHU 
others for schools, parks and fire 
statlons. 

Tholle designAtiofl;l WIll detet'­
mine, in part. the size of each 
parcel Mlld. . 
. Scatt Higgin~n. vke pre6ident 

of government and ;:tublk affairs 
for Dei Webb Corp., one of the 
iarger dev6'opere in the vaUe,. 
s-aid the piecerr.ea.i apprtlacb til 
probably the be,t fOT the i,500 

UC)uS, 
"I d'llnk if'l\. a belt'n ~olution 

(rn' ...ht' tity.~ he ~aid, "What it 
melhs is they will have to master 
plan it themselves. at with a con· 
sultant. and then go to the BL\1 
and determine which pietes will 
b,e wid otT in what order. It puta 
the city m the driver"s seat: 

City 'Officials will be able to 
looe the land. in advance. have 
the propeny appraised based on 
that zoni'ng. and then aUow the 
federal govetnment to auction it 
off at that ma.rket level. Higgm. 
son said. 

11U, IP"'" the city & chance to 
define fOT themselves what they 
want those 7,500 acres to b.... he 
said, '"'They ¢an actually now plan 
what theY'A itlin, to get." 

Unql!!' the new land sale taw, 
the govemm~nt will i'luttlol'l pub. 
lic lands at market value! :1'1' 
stead of trylr.g tl) appraIse the 
value of \;lod againn enViTon' 
mer.u.Jly $ensltive lands USl'd in 
the l)!d $Wal> prne!$,'I. 

\\i11(:n the land i, Jold. 85 per' 
cent of the prIXel:d, wlll be de­
posited in a fund to buy those 
sensitive land!,lc in :;evada, with 
an empnlllJis on need.. on C~ark 
County, Some of the money aiSJ> 
can be used (or improvements at 
Red P..flck Canyon NAtional Con­
!1I~,l"Vat:on Area, Lake Mud. the 
Spring MountainS and the De~rt 
Wildme Refuge. . 

Five pereent of the revenue 
will be plaud in the Nevada Per­
manent SchoQI Fund and 10 per· 
cent will ~ sent to the Southern 
Nev~ Water Authonty, 

"'This "an b.! a modea of bow wt 
wQrk this out in tlwl rest of tho 
rount.ry.~ Babbitt tttid. "Wffve got 
to do it right, ~ 

. , ..::.- . 
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt outlines details 
Thursday of his agency's plans to sen 7.500 acres0' federal land in North Las Vaqas in smaller L! 
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Land-grab threatens economy 

Stata. local OPPoSIf:C VIEW govern­

ments will lose billions in taxes. 

By RIchard L Lawson 

The proposal to doSl: .13Q,OC(J acres efland 
in Montana to mlneral exploranon and mining 
is anotl'.eT step in !he admtnistration'5 rush :0.­
\va...a more rer!lO\<'Jlof lands from public :!Se, 

nus m..roru;trved s.trategy :5, af ~ an as~ 
sault or. the pri.ocipJe of muJtipie use and. at 
"'''Ot'St, an insidious threat :0 ,"\meneas eco­
nomic and national~security interests. 

This latest federal land~gmb comes Oil the 
h..1s of. 1998 proposal '" ~,thdraw (;)5.)50 
acres of copper- and wanium-rich land in Ari~ 
ZOIUl. In 1996. publi< lands .... wi<hdrawn in 
Utlh (or .,...." of tho Gnm4 S_ 
Es<alante National Monument, wb~ 62 bu· 
lion _ of _ .-vel <OU!d have geoet1ll.<d 
as ~h as $1.1 btllioa in state revenue. 

The federal government _ 623 mil­
lion ""'" of publi< land and ... alr<ody 
pia>:od 271 _ """'" or44%, olflimils to 
~ Yet mining ... touclIed I... _.,... 
quarter of 1% of aU US. land E,"'Y Ameri· 
can U5ei 46.{XX) pound.1 ofnew mineral$annu­
ally. TI!eIo tl1lIlml I<SOUruS go into tho prod­

\.ietS a."Id ser.ices that uphold our itaMard of 
ihing and OW' national security. 

FQrsakmg 00t ability to produc. mir.mls 
domestically puts our naconal S«Urity and 
«anomie future at risk. F~ rtStt1l:ting 
land for mineral explor,moo will deprive state 
and local governments of billions in taXes Ac­
cording 10 a 1997 study by !he Wes:..ern Eco­
nomic A.na1ySlS Center. ;he mining industry 
cOlltributed ~ than 5523 billion to the na~ 
tiona! economy in a single year. including 551 
billion in fe.dml taXeS and S2i billion in state 
and local talr.e$, Montana alone rta:ived more 
!ban S2.2 billion in economic activlty from 
mirung, in<ludini! more 1han ! 146 millioo in 
revenue for state and local ~ts. 

Also aI stIb II< _cis of bigl.paying 
job<. Tho """" """'" .... minina .... dj. 
reo:tIy and in<ilre<tIy """"""ble fot 24.900 
MonIaIlA jobs '" 1995. [[lands _ '" be 
_110m pubIi< use. job< dw "OUld have 
been ~ ill tbit t:nillOl S_ will go.".,.· 
seas, A8 a IWioI1. "oW will continue to ;;OI1SUJ1le 
minerals. The que>!ion ... will we produc< 
dl<m here. with tho _ e<onomi" bene­
6", Of imporI them 110m _1 

l/icIuW L Law,on is ~ o{'M .Va­
tiortal Minilt, AJ:sodatian. muhiJtgtofl. D C 

; ~ . 

http:anotl'.eT


NEWS 
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January 8.1999 (BLM) Don Banks (0) 801/;39-4021 

I:-;TERIOR SECRETARY CELEBRATES LAND EXCHANGE WITH UTAH 
Student.~, national parks, public lands all benefit from large statewide land swap 

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt today joined thousands of Utah school children and 
political and envirorunentalleaders from around the state at a high school gymnasiwn in 
Bountiful, Utah. to celebrate the completion of the largest land exchange of public lands in the 
contiguous United States. 

"This is a great day for Utah, and all its future leaders joining us at this ceremony today," 
Secretary Babbitt said. "It is also a great day for public lands, and for all Americans who enjoy 
Utah' 5 spectacular places." ' 

Secretary Babbitt presented a check for $50 million to Utah Governor Mike Leavitt who will 
accept on behalf of the school trust administration and their beneficiaries-- the 4 77.000 
elementary and secondary students who attend Utah's public schools. 

Today's ceremony marked the transfer of funds and the exchange of title to nearly one million 
acres of federal and state lands and mineral rights and resolved a contentious federal-state dispute 
that had been ongoing since the 1930's. 

"This historic agreement shows that even the most difficult problems can be resolved with good 
faith, hard work, aild a coIIllI1:itment to protect both the lands we love and our children's future," 
Babbitt continued. "It also demonstrates what can happen when we invest our time and money on 
lands and people instead of litigation and lawyers." 

As a result of the land exchange, the State of Utah received $50 million directly, about $13 
million in funu-e coal revenues, and 153,000 acres of commercially developable lands and 
minerals. 

In return, the State of Utah will relinquish title to 376,739 acres of school trust lands that will now 
pass into public ownership, including: 

• 176,699 acres within the boundaries of the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument 

• 80,000 acres within Arches and Capitol Reef national parks, Glen Canyon and Flaming 
Gorge national r~reation areas and Dinosaw National Monwnent. 

• 70,000 acres within eight national forests and the Desert Range Experimental Station. 

• 47,480 acres within the Goshute and Navajo Indian reservations. 
(more) 



THE WHITE HoeSE 

January 7, 19i9 

~he Honorable ~ike O. Lea~e:. 


Governor of Utah 

Sal~ Lake City. utah 841~. 


Dea.r t'(ike: 

When·! created the Grand Sta1rease·BacAlan~. National 
Mon~~nt in 1396. I was very concerned ,abOUt its pot.nti~l 
effect on the thousands of acres of state land found within 
its border. and held in trust tor the benefit of Utah's school 
children. I pledged at that time to dO my best to see that the 
st&eo ,;ot " hir <1eal if it "'''''ted to IIXChatlq. theM iAholcl;'lIg&
for resouroes ela.where that could be more ...1ly developed. . 

I am very proud that we are ma.lc.!.ng good. on thet CO!!II!Ut:nent. 
The land exchange that you are celebrating elim1nates the 
scattered school site. in the Grand Sta1rcase~BscalAnte National 
Monument and in nearly all other national conservation areas and 
Indian reservations aero•• Utah. In return. the state school 
trust receives sseets of equal value" chae will 1~ately 
benefi~ the atate educational system. It is one of the la~gest 
~tate-!ecleral land exchanges in our nation', h:l.aeory. 

rhis is a' st.t.-tede~.l partne~.h1p of the very best kind - ­
one <Me l1...ltaneQUSly advances the intereaU of l<Neation, the 
environment. Utah~ and our nAtion.. "10\,\, S4t<!%at.a.ry 'Babbitt., the 
Utah congresaional delegation, and ,,11 tho•• who have worked. so 
hard for th:l.. IIXtraordina"l' achievement have my heartfel t 
gratitude. 

Si.neeroly, 

.. 

http:S4t<!%at.a.ry
http:ma.lc.!.ng


BabbiH: Cooperation, not 

conflict, helps public lands 


Interior chief stresses 
need for balance between 
jobs, preservation 

Both piItIpt& and aab..lt'e can thrive 
if public: lazub ma.n.aprt end their 
.,.;gbbon ....... .,..u..•. U,s, lD... 
rior Secntuy BN« Babbitt said 
Thundaym Tatom.a, 
. Babbitt Will! :U'TI:!: tG eQmmenli 
abo\lt 'SO lMtOpl. already find OZI. 

Na melNp of CMSet't'atio:a. ar:ad co­
Qpel'!lltit.ll1. 

~th.rt it tnoucn TOOJQ. 1ft this 
W-"" ..._~r.. 
a vibtam. tlvnlJ'ttie. national ~ 
my, job. and ruton.: he told pcti<> 
l~U from 13 Wau:rn ~_ at the 
Gateway Community Confere=-.· 
Meanwnm:. pwp14 still ml,llt "mm­
• and take CUt! ofGofl enatUm. • 

'l'bo event ir. focu.sid on W8)II pe0­
ple can capitaliae an tau:rim::t withotJt 

NiZlinc the ..!Ural I"", w",ksbopo 
.ru-.u.~~bo­
......, m........ ofpuhlie Jan.. aM 
Nsitt.nu of Lt'IU'1"OWldih co:nmuni..""•. 

Tb. aYcnt at 
tbe T4~om4 
Convention 
Center ...... 

·day. SJjontort 
""tbe~tm1 
States Tourism 
PoUey eoull<il, 
which repre* 
sent. Stat. 
tOQriBm. om· 
ciaJt, and ninI 
red~nl a(.n~ 

...ld.to)tln_~_ ..... 
hb mplDywa. . 
.n...__"bd<a'_h""._-if. __r",:oll" jR­

...silt outside. 8abbitt aa.id. Aa an ez. 
amt>I.. he 0>01 tho EveqI.... 1". 
"""'"Pvk in s..tb FiDrida. ...m.h 
wu lv:tVlyd.evut.aud _be. outside 
uswt robbed it of its ...tet SOtm:$. 
"All 01 naNrt iI unitary, aDd you 
baYfJ to COIU 'to t.e.rmJ with it Jit • 

way that· fl!eocnile' that reaUty,"
&bbittMid. . . 

Babbitt also eriticited the t:ildi~ 
tionall, ad:Yvsarial n!latiouhip bit­
tw..n m.anap.n ofpublic t..nd.t a..r:)d 
local ~ The nft h_ both 
,pub and mmmunitw, he gaJd, 

y.... qo. tho .ta,..typttal feder· 
IIllornl........,. .....b&U,\l!lty .... 
wbo 1nWDdlotols lib """"'" bump­
Idna. "I oowlead a difrermt Nation­
alPvk_:lIAbbtt_ OW... 
gottaQ)mt oulofisolation as we in· 
vita tha com:nunity W. coma out of 
iRllation a!Id sJwoa in a tom.mOO 1u~...... ' 

Stri"", r.r that ha...... iI dill\. 
...Jt, Inn _wbila, ll_".aid. 

"n.. ..... ~t1llinj; at the 
wtHt 11 to look up and ek .,.,hat Ls 
...-...·IMtai4.SU~ ...... 
~ caD grOYt ou.' or II shared 
.wat"fm8U crbotb biatory 8J'ld. the 
nab.u'al environment. ~ hHd t4 
look up.tthe 1andaeap.,"he &ald, 

Coopera1ion can eVOlVe evtn in ~ 
ie... lIkely pP<u. he _, For g.
""'I'It. __!he GnM SIaJr· 

, 

, 
, . 

10 
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