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~ compromisi:ng nature:' 

, . 

Babbitt carves his niche 
',fhe Interior secretary has often 
been White House middleman' 
~i;11I elMo pIIIIi., an.:. e.!>bItI and .",,"",,_tal politics . 
;';"".01 tWo -.vo;"" in,)'(e5idet1l Clin!",,', Cabinet, InfIOnor ,SecI1!!ary 
Bro'JOO Ba!>bltl 01 I\ri""" 00. _ thai polll", ,na policy o!teo coItide on 
millers of I!lo etMrollf11et1l . . -- . ""'!'On IIMs dlvidInI """'.. And

\Jtoh. Bur be has also bee. _ 
eJ1DUII> to l<naw!hOl propu '" oItloD 
• prodUCI of comprtllnbe with one.. 
PO~ lc1wrs&riel.. 

lll~rior Secretary Brua! Babbitt strikes a pose "'.:11t~l~::~;~:
met Just before be strikes a blow to the concrete 
Dam Oil Bear Creek in Medford.. Ore.. yesterday, 



•• 

"": A.rld.e.abll wutt:J for • pn!Iidm ... .c 
Ii~ to 1'111:1 I ~ InlI1dlcJ f!'I'ftI 
",-hen ro1'l.l'ron!'~ Nft,'; \SSUoI!:!I L'"Iat oon't lend 
l!le~lves to~. 

The way Sabbm has m«1Wed tI'I! d.isttnot 
inhe~nt l.I1 the ba~ tWt1 :oow to' ~ the 
MOOn's. land. ..-afer aAd $p!:Cla his smed 
tum e~errtiea on all slOe!. 

_StllL ~~n '101'IlIt ot'1tis mast ~ken 
alOe'S ~ mac Sabb!n'$ t'Oa.IitiQn bu!ldin( 
has ,made !'ti.'TI oTie of the p~kk-nt'. mOIJt 
e~eG!M .dv'.sers - and tll'lt or the r.w 
1\I;V\\,'O" of ekmon's ongutal c.tl)1net 

Babbitt, 611 alv.'lj'J looks happiest v.>MR 
he ls: fanhtst from Washin(ton,'Oc.. twn 
wtlel'. ~.is Kavv, is nearly 0IP$\Ud by a 
G:aC'~r Bay ;teOf!~ 

1M lanky AtUtlnm wbQ. is in his SIxth 
:rear <m tltt! job, has ~~r than any 
!menor!i«~ -smce ~ L'daliln tbe 
I~ But Babbitt has flO( ~ wtU'l:reateG by 
a ca~mal preooxupied Wlth power, peclting:
order and politica.! sCI:ndal. . 

Hailed as a rtfl)(mef on his am",1 a1 
:he lnte!'!ot ~mfl1t. Me was <:atJtht bt
I:We'efi WH«!m OItmocrat! defelXling the 
Jlarw; quo and unyieldir.g enmnr..me~ 
<J.l'U!'n he (ned 10 ~form mining and grating
$ubsldiell.. • 


After a tumu!1\lOUS 5m TWO yars IS 

Il'ltenor secretL"Y, in whiCh his effort! for 

e!WI.ror,rr-enll.j n!/(:rm wtNJ ~tedty un
de:'CUt by a C3I.lUOUllldrrunmmlon and rea!ci· 
tram Congret;I. SAbbltt pe~~ to help 
the pn:sidenf$ romt'badt. 

Ht had ~f1<itled the countTY on "tim
:~ iwf'$" 4rguU. 11\ speeches Itw the 
RepubliCL.,<MtrolJtd COfI8TC$5 we pro
posing to dismamill' ~ yHl'5 or I!J!I ~ 10 
:safeguard lnd dea1l up the narll)B J lUT and 
""'at!r. 

And in a 1993 ,"tl'NU1t he clalms nor to 
remtmi::otr malO!'\(. Babbitt told Clinlon; how 
1M ellw'Onlnent wouId.!~ lhe prtSi
dm'J polmcal pmsp«n in tnt West 

A stron{ m.nd tor I1'IOtt ~ and clean 
. ',1.'ilttr W(lUki boost $Uppott aIont tlIIt West 

Coast and ll1'.ong urlwt reridtnu 1« whom 
federal :and mttiIS recrtatlOn and!mSpOiled 
~aury. 

But, BabbItt A!pQrtedly added. tbe ed· 
r.linistratio:n w«t1d !Qw the Mountaitt Stares. 
pl~ whert ~e sumtg1y ~ifvt they 
~ Ihl! Msht to \O~ UM of ~ 
IlJ\CS. 
~ pl'ldl(tion proved teCW"Iltf. In 1._ 

Cllnlon ~_pI (he oout&I and urban Welt. 
~Ided ~ an fntl!l'ior ~ WhO pitLDed 
(M a:nl~lw\rol'lmtluai label CI\ 1M Republ,l. 
can·l'Ul'I lO4th Congrm. . 

"r;x tM (If$! 1'4'0 Yttn. his poi.IcieI 
weft miSllMem'oo4 ;fJ!d distort1d; tor the next 
('Wo yeal'J, Bruce Babbitt went aut lnd 
eX'plain~ IhClW' policies." said F1MJt Gmt, a 
(Op Gimon poLlical idV'oMt. 

Ol'lte east or Ihe routaJ t'OOIJJ'Imm. 
lw'Wt!.,tff. the MOUnf.lln Wfl$1 Iw I)erome I. 
...-astmnd for Clinton. Blbbttt and the 
~mocrm_ Today. after laving Sdttle. I 
moroNt 0t'I !nterswt 90 will not pus irno I. 
~moel'1ll·h.Ld HOlM dl5trict 'JJ'U::!IM M~ 
sota ~rtler, . 

'The rural conse~~, once 
" mainstay of politiCS acl'tlU lhe West has 
b«'ome ~ endanJ1!rtd than the spotted 
owl." said Tim HibbltU. an ~ Port· 
land·bas«! pollster.

Two Rocky MOI.I!IIain. nates earned by 
C!ir.xQtt in 199~, Colorado and MOttt!."\l. VO(ed
against hilll in 19!HL RepubllC31l pres:tdtt\ti61 
eattdid&te Bob Dole wutt a nandiOl Olllnon in 

http:moel'1ll�h.Ld
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, I Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt 

\"a.' ,U?!J'J,'t'cI to lin~ abo\'e \\ ashington's poisonou~ atmosphere. 
\'<)\\', \qth an Independent prosecutor 

im'estlgating him. he finds his once-pristine image 
contaminated b\' scandal. ' ' 

, By Charles Siebert 
" 

L
O"G BEFORE. S.cre,ory of ,he Interior Bruce Babbitt decided '0 pIlrsu<, care<r in 
governmen" he w... devoted srudent 01 the bedrock upon which all governmen, is 
buil" 010' ,he laws or principles, The actual ,ock. Babbitt h.. al....ys been dnwn '0 
rocks, In fact, yean before he earned his geology degree at 'he University of Notre , 

Dame and ,hen wen' on '0 graduate srudies in ,h. newly emerging field of plate teCtonics" 
the University of Newcastle in England, he ""'" spending ,he better part of hi, childhood 
roaming ,he Grand Canyon hard by his family', ranch in northern Aritona, looking for fos
sils and dinosaur tracks. trying to ,trace in the canyon's walls the striations of time, 

Geology is not ,he typical starting point for a career in politics: Indeed the twO dis
ciplines would seem to be at odds. Geology underscores the minuteness of human en· 
deavors. Politics tends to .accord them Ml outsize significance. Geologlsts in thelr study 
of the forces that gradually formed this earth are disposed to take the long view; politi
cians. in "their pursuit of o£fic~ and in their tfforts to serv~ their constituents. tend to 
gravitate toward th~ immediate. . 

"I've thought .10' about th • ..., opposing sides of my persona," Babbitt told me recendy 
.. we sat In hi. spacious. wood-paneled office. rain darkening the stones of the W ..hing
ton Monument in the distance. "But It'S not as rhoush [. jWt StOpped at a way station in 
life ilJld went on to the next ,hing, The twO roles of geologiSt and politician r.flect twO fac
ers of who I am, and they've always been kind of working againSt each o,her," 

Perhaps now more than at ""yother time in his life, ,he 60-year-old Babbitt needs to , 
cake the long view, On a dark wood table in the waiting rOOl!1 outside his office that alter
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"'Vi [tknillt, 10pll".IR4 .rllt. II.tbbm. filii tip' in rll. 191$ 
Ibrnrot La_ $chool yu'boo~: a..lllllrt, ,,,flt. ~d £thtlin at m. 

S.n,nUIIIJ,ll(ft jlnillc' rlftt'lllllurinu 32 yun Jllff. 
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';:-: ~:.~H.-.t' Jr' :~.e :l:C'l\~PJ~r .::ippln~:s 

,-:-:.~; ; ;.,"/ Z'o" ::";~ ir,tcnor DCf»tttr,eru', 
;Y;';:-',", ':,,:.';1"., ,:.,;~: ul ,~..,kt or ~he iJ!tH de
,(,'>~r.1:"\~ l". ~-;-:l, :.v tn: :n.. c,ic ,e-ems u: lH toO 

; ,j.'i'1 ,':.)! \\'.\ll-:,r:,,:on ,~!n.l;Jo. but wh,).( tor 8n:n~ 
CJob.tt ~.J, b~(0m¢ 1.1"\ cr:~C1in~ ft:~htm.lr(; the 
1;.'~0m~~e::{ .)t 1ft mdcpcnder.t ,:oufl!d :0 invcs· 
::"l~(' ~;m. ,\, !»ue IS wnether a..bbi,t lied :0 
C.Jr:,,~~>; '?:~ide tCHii"mt" J.OO\lt the [n;:Nlof De
?H,rn<:1:" ~olc tn J~nyill~ H'-lppliCltio" :h~ 
',~Jr, ;,.;<' :or ;..:~ ~O(H,~\,,:r;Qn 01 l ;;:ontrovtni.ll 
::->Jijf\ ~Fr\r>! ;.hIr.O ,n \~is.:Ol'hU'\. ft', one Dr" 

'T:,ot:~, : i',';~;7:;'; ;; "..-.~, ,-,t,~ ::';J:; ;':>.~, 
,om~." 8lbb!~: :Olt.! ;:':':::"1 ;',1. ,):;':'~~ :~J: .:~.; "Y;:n; 
~J,"\"J{' :;', !,ht :e~ct u:' (:';;e :lfne,.' .1e ,:01')[':1"(;:' 

~ (lit .(;t." !t1l:u~e hlth lO r,(!:nirJC;"i,\' vroc:,:::i 
.H;I.:e mJ ) h;;:;:1>l; Jefiverv re:-r:'!ni'll:;:nt ..It l bJC 

~d'Llrd :"':;X00 ,miLl'lon,' "But there "ou U~:' 
H< ilt!.:..:! '..LP 'hu hJr.:;s ,nd itlmcd It'\;:' 41~. '~YO\.l· rt'
,or: "i ;tJ~ding olJmc-e yo..mdi, ""l[chJn~ yo",,· 
ldt. 'J.;:m~, 'Ho...· .:iid :l\!JI sa come iliout:' ..

I fiRST ;'lET ~l\31FrT i!.\RUER TH..\.':' \,(Ets:, 
;".IIJ.~· ,'rom the ';\;e~ter 01 \);',)~;'Hn~tCn, QUt 

:l~'t :nd,:;::enden:•.;otHUC{ Il'I.... tHig,nio!".1 ot' ". to\,;rir.~ the interior, '2,Il'lete he teems mo'it It 
C;;m;J~ C..\blrlN member ,~Jled for tnu$ r..r. lnd 
Ihe '<!';cnd'\ independent ;;;ounseilPpoinud .inee 
:hc be~ir.mn~ ot th.e Clinton AUIT.inim:ltlon. 

Tne nJ,bbitt ., lClndJ.I" doe; not mJ-ke ior ~ ?U~ 
tI.:ullt!~- it,l1cy f~Jd; '10 ,ex. ~uicide, illicit uping$ 
0r blmrl:/..::ii?uud jubpo<'!nJS. In bet. (he most 
:ompd!;ri~ l.$~Ct .:>t (itt HOr;: m~~ be the .. heer 
mornJI:", oi the wOrlh fC.1.ndAJ .tnd. 8.:bbur ..p
iX'lring In tht soiimt sentence. Sdan of J, ;.on§-<~~ 
tJbl!in-cd "rizor'!J t.lmiiy. a former m.te l(tomey 

~cr:erltl·popu!artwo.termgo"'emorof;\ri. 
:Ol'l';. .1 Pr-esiderH!ll c.:tndi~te in t<:J8S 4IId;at 
0",,= lime In oit-mentloned .:boice for .1 selt 
on the Supreme Court. Bruce BJbbitt wu 
cne d the hut of the Prencent's men In'Vonc 
though. would (nd up in such;; pn:di(:iment. 

"X'h¢n Pre1id<'!n{ Clinton chase &bbitt to 
bKome the ..7th S¢cfeurvof tht' Tnunor
ehiei HewOlrd of tnt' !\,;Hi~n.u parks. wildlife 
re:'uges. Indiilt1 reSM'YaUon$ and 440 million 
,l.:re! of public l;o.nds - it seemed the ~of« 
ogy·mJ.it)r.(:um~polltlci..an h1d found hu 
t!'\le !'lome in govemmtrtt, Environmenu.! 
stOUps long trustrued by oii $ucccuion of 
lackluster RepublicUl Seereu.M of tht In-
tenor 19reed. ::debnung Babbitt.u dw jdea! 
choice to- revive the Dtpattmtnt utd to belp 
;e! tht' nation's environlMnuJ oiigenJa for 
the new millennium. 

But juu tWO ynn shy of -completing his 
itnure. B,bb!« inu¢2d finds hinue1f a 
5lr..ngdy isolated figure on 'tht Wuhington 
suge, ";:a. londy gu)'> me' 80y Scout Who 

home. He '''''')'\ on hil ;I,.·l~· to.). reflciHsou5 ",I.·nh 
ooe 01 his :'J,vorite ~cnHi(uen:.s. J. ·;txitlli(l", 
bCllJtitul <;rt'ltli,e knowr. as the lplomlclo ';J. 
can, CMtf')' new It'I.terior Deputment prognm 
cl;\e:a Slit H.H-bon. J.ppro)(im.rely Z:<: 0: these 
nurl.. <!'xnnct biro.. h ..ve ~en bl'd irom 1 pl;r 
of ~1exl;:U) lplomlcos md ue (lOW prospefitl~ 
in :ht ugufll A,U$';:OU ~..tiort;ll Wildlife Rti· 
\O~e Jnd uoufld du: south T-eu$ \)Qrd.:r town of 
Hlriim;en In th~ Rio GW1.& V.ul~y; 

W'hen I ~Q~ to Houston's George BUih tn
. tercontinenul Airport [Qf the flight ta Hu. 
!ingen thu d.lY - .1 d;lY Of d:1und~tJtorm5, 
th'&fOltted flighu Jnd·dl!gruntled ?l;Hengel"$ _ 
! found the SKr(ury sW'iding in the middle oi 
l crowded termln..!. dre$sed in neady prc$sed 
khl..kj$, i pb,id shin .ino Dock$iders, pucefully 
euing oii frozen yogurt, This is 1 man who an 
fat President oiind tad 'Oten very much in tnt' 
new, of ute. ll'ld yet not l; tOUI recogniud 
him. tn f.tct. tht one time in tht' course of mv 
navds with Blbbiu th.u [ notlced ~omeQn~ 
notice him he 1.VU pusing just .ahe1d of mt' 
througk iim dU$ towud (o.ach on J flignt 
from Harlingen tt) SAn Diego. A couple of 
young buslnt,smen, ;tire~dy well into thtir 
fint round of co<icuiis. leaned {heir heads to
gt'tht't. "Yean," .ont dnwled. "I tm't think of 
hi, name, but he's som<'!ont ge~ting investigat
cd fot $omething ot other," 

The &bhitt invettlguion pivots lround a 
$inglt' conversation he had with.tn old Harvard 
uw School buddy .nd former campaign man~ 

. sbppcd in the mlul" in. the ~ofClwk$ "ser U\d l1wp.inne-r named Pni Edutein. Edt
lewt; 1,){ the Ccnttr for Public Integrity in 
W.lShington. Indeed.. Babbitt \s an nilt in 
hi~ ehost'n profeuion. long a thom itt tht' 
iidie of a Rt'publi<:uJ Congress e;.gtt tG dU
m;1ntie enYitotu'l'ltttw Statutes like the: En· 
d...ngircd SpKin Act. he hu .1sO' become: a 
sour<:e Qi cQruiden.ble (o~mm.uion to the: 
very envitonmenwsu Who lobbied $0 

nein ha.d come to the ~i:r<'!u.ry'$ office on July 
H. 1995. u • lobbyist. in otd~r to make a u.t(~ 
ditch lppul on bdu.lf 0'1 thr« Chippewt tribes 
who wen 5eeking. to budd a new a..sino 1t ut 
off.rescrvatinn ti~e in the to'Wn of Hudson. 
Wi5, The plm had bun opposed by the town. 
by Wisconsin's Republican Governor, Tommy 
Thompson. by the Win:oruin and Min.nt'scta 

heavily for his l:ppoincment. Many of tht'm , Congreuiooaj delepcioQ' a.nd by fi~ nearby 
J.'lue that he ComprOmiKS too·rn.di1y wll-b 
mduury on deals th.u ve destined (0 eol
l;:a.pse on("t' he It'aves offi«. In the immcdi· 
ate, the man who .cem~ to be everyone's 

~xo:eotion to {he widely held bt<lief tN.t po~itic::s 
. IS th~ ~$C refuge.of scoundrels now finds him,e!f 
. ht'ing portnyed.15 just one more: of [Mm. 

Indian tri~s eager to prot~t eMir own gaming 
opennons in tn.e Ue-&. Th~e tribe, had a num
ber of powerful 'Wuhington lobbyisu Ln thtir 
employ, one of wbom mentioned lhe m.ltte-t to 
Pre5idtnt Clinton ;rnd to the Whitt House 
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;-.CQr'I. :,'~ ~,'I::';••:-=. ,: :::~ ~~·n~.=<::~ :,:~?Ir:~! 

':""'~1;~': ;11>: ~\ ',;-,l;! ,,,,.~~:,,":,)r Dt?Jr::':'le:"J: i . . " , 
~Jm:r.')f.h':~~:vr'" <J:; :" ,.Or<c:.)1 :n~ :JU,: '""C" 
"'<':!'~=,m"':'l:;; Th.H :?r ::,e ~\.bi:c:. ,<!~!'l1l .,~ li! :,~", 
: )rel'E~r \X'l)r"f,~(!)n ,.:.!nlt;o. au: ·,;hJ[ i,:)( 3('..;c: 
BJobiu :-'j~ :;c;;,:cml! In ,)'1.0",;::4 (';;~~,(:"::'ll~e: :::< 
10'C'0\n t:'I'.~n:. oi J:: !nJc:::<::n~ent :ou~~t1 :0 In~e~
:;,,'m: him._'\( imh'~ is' ;l.ne:her &1bb(t( ';eJ :D 

Con1i:rtn ·,.'~de UI(;f\"in1 J;"QUt ~ht INer:or<:)e· 
?);'tnHH'l(; ~c!c: m J1~\'t~.: ~?t' 1opli~Jn¢11 three 
\e!:i l~<) :',x ::,~ :Yf'>~;.J-.::i,,1'\ Jt 1 cornrov,,!:s;;;j 
fr.dl.lr. ';:lmin:l :J'!I1'~ :r. 'Xl,con)l!'., It" or:t oi 
,;\'I! :nde~~:'\J:ent·..:cur,sd in~l.'mi.ltton. oi ! 

Clin;on C!birh!t m"!mb~r ~.l!!eJ :<:Ir' thus ;'Jr, lna 
:ht ,ev,er,th i~Je;xrdent ';C\,H15ell?p0\n:ed ~irl.;e 
t~C btgmr"ln~ at ~he Climon AdmlnJHrl<;lon. 

Thl.' SJ.bbm "'1:clnd.l!" docs nat rr..lke ier 1 pJ.r· 
ticuiJriy ;ulcy (eld: no ,e:~ '\.II<:ide, i!lieit Uplrtgs 
or bitter!~' Ct)puttd lubpoenu, In i.u:t, :h~ mQst 

,ompdling J.speCt ot tnc ;tory ~J.~' be tne .neer 
~nomllv of the words mmri.J.i lnd /3.J,bur. .lp_ 
pelting;n tne SJffie ,entence, Scion of .llon~-<!s
(lbij"l'ted Arizona llmilr, J. t<:lmler mte .marney 

~enerll..i ?<>puur two-turn governor of An
wnJ, .1 P11'l5idu.tw c;J.ndid...te m !983 .llld .it 
one timl.' In ott-mentiot'\l.'d choice for a ,cat 
00 the Supreme Court, Bruce 3.1bbitt w;u 
one or (.:lC !J.St of the Presid¢nt'~ men .anyone 
t%'lou~ht ""Quld end up in suCh a predieamt'nt. 

'It"heo Pruidenc Clinton ('hose S.abbin fO 

become the .uth $.ecreu.I"V of the Inurior
.:~iei He~ard ot dle lliltion.u parks, wildlife 
refuges. Indian restrvacions tnd -44-0 million 
leres of public Llnds _:t 5«med the gwi.. 
ogy-mJ.jor-clJm-poiitician had found his 
INe home in gov¢mment. Environmenui 
:;roupi long frustrated by a $u;:;ctuion of 
hcklumr Repub!icUl ~cret.aJies of the In· 
terior .lgreed. celeonting.&bbitt as tht ideal 
cnol(t to revive the ~put~n' U'ld to help 
let (he nation's enviromncnul ilsend:a fot' 
the MW millennium. 

But just tWO yean shy of compi4!tins his 
(enure. Babbitt instead finds himself 4 

mange!y ~soJ.ated figure on lh. 'Wl.lhington 
H:ige. ". lonely guy, th¢ Boy ScOUt who 
sllpptd in the mud.... in the1rOrds of Charles 
lewi! oi the CcnUT for Publk Integrity in 
Wuhingwn. Indeed. Babbitt It u. e~ in 
hit chosen profe ..fQn, Long a .hom In the 
llde of i1 Republican Congress eager to dis.. 
mUlde tn";ronmental statut" like the £n:.. 
d1Mget'td Species Act. he hu also beeome .a 
~ourc<e ot con5idtr2bte consurru.rion to the 
very e:nvironmenuJisu ...no lobbied so 
heavily for his appointment. Many of them 
~ that ht compromises tOQ I't~ ~th 
industry on deaJs thu ille de!tined to col~ 
Iapu once' he leaves office., In the immedi~ 
Jte, the mm who seemed to be ~eryone'f 

I!J(cep,ion to the widely held belief that politics 
i$ the w! refuge of icoundrels noW' finds himself 
being ponnyed lS iust Qne mOre of them. 

T:-:t,e'; 1 "':';rnt:"HC H w...,rk ~er! ::",... :, ~""~. 
,Gmt'.. 5.. bbltt 'to:d me:n h" onicc :~,.H '.!JS. -'You 
:~n ,,jV :,-, t,'\!: ~encroi tr.e Gmes," he ~ontln'~~.1, 
j ~..)I.. ~tlJl tt ..ure '!olin lr, inCCn\{f'Jou.l1,' .;rQ~r.d 
'.'01':(, 1.,:3 -1 ~llt;I',~ Jellvet'\' ;,eminiiCe~'t of 1 Old 
Ri":!)J(C ~-i,on Imiutlon:' But tnefe ,'Ou .lfe. ' 
He !ihed 1Jp hi, bndi Jnd frJmed ~h(' ..i~. ''You 're 
;<>r: of ,unJin~ outSIde :-ou~df. .,.·1tchJn~ yol,l,r
,dr', 1J.:-;ng, 'How did ,hi, lli ~ome .lbo~d'" 

I 
F{RST :'IE7 BABBITT E.-\R.LiE~.rH.\T '~:EE!\. 

..<;0.'1;.' i~Qm the <J.elter at' 'l'l$nm~(Qn, OUI 

tourin~ the interior. 'l.here he H'emi rr,O>llt 
nome. He ...... JS on his litH: :0 J ren.:iHvO!.h ",,;[h 
one of 1m t'lvorite ,o~h,j:t;.ent$, l "l.'long!y 
beJ.udrul cruture known lS the J'plom..do i:l~ 
<:01'1. l'nder l m:w Interior Deplttment pro gam 
CJ.ll~d Slfe H,u"QQM_ ~pprox:nutd:-- Z::C at tnese 
ne::I1I~' extinct birds hJ."e b<:l.'tl bnd from a plit 
:.)f MexicJ.!11plomldos lnc are now proip<:ring. 
in the ugum At;1S<;:OU: ;.,;'ulonll Wildlif~ Rd
ugt ,Jne uounc tht soud, Texas border town of 
HJ(lin~en in the Rio Gflnde V.alley, 

When [ gOt to Houston's George Bush In
ter<:ont:nen(~1 Airport for the 'flight to H;1.(
lingen th,lt day - J d.ay of thundemor:n., 
tbw~rted fligbtS ilnd disgrur.tled pam:ngeN _ 
f found the See mary Handing in the middle ot 
J ;;rowded. :ermltlil!, drened in nutiy pressed 
khaki!. a pllid ~birt Jnd Dock1ideu, peilcefully 
uung a fro.ten yogun. This is a man who ran 
for PreJident .and hJ.d been verY much in the 
'news of [.aU'. lnd yet not J 1~ul recognIzed 
bim. fn f<lCt. the Me time in the coune of my 
travels with Babbitt that 1 notlc:ed someone 
I\Odce him he '11'1$ palling ju~t ahead of me 
through fim cl1$t toward COlen on il flight 
from Hlrlingen to San Diego. A couple of 
yOL!ng businenmen, .uuadr well inlO their 
fint' round of codua.ils, lemed thcir heaas to~ 
gelber. "Yeab." one dnwkd. "1 cu"t think of 
his name. but he'j someone getting investigat
ed for $omething 0'[ otheT.'· 

The 8abbitt inv~nigation pivots around ~ 
single converntion he hold with ~n old HUVird 
Law ~hO<lI buddy and former campaign IN.n

.ger and law partner n-amed Paul Eduttin. Eck. 
ittil\ had come to the SecTec.ary', offict on July 
14, \995.,l.S ~ lobbyiu. in order to make 11.ut
ditch appnJ Cn beh1.lf cf dltee Chippewa trib«, 
who were s«king to bLllld • new ea.sino ~t an' 
QH-rt$er'Vatlon lite in the town of HudJon. 
Wi" The plan hw been opposed by the town. 
by WU(OOSin'l Republican Govemof. Tommy 
Thcmpson. by the W\«onsin and Minnesou' 
Congressional deleS"lioM .ina by five nurby 
ind.ian tribe$ uger to prot~t their own gaming . 
operatioM in the .rea... These tribes had "' num~ , 
ber of powerful Wurungton lobbyi.ts in their 
employ, ont 'of whom mentioned the matter to 
President Clinton and to tM White Hov.u: 

http:lobbyi.ts
http:inCCn\{f'Jou.l1
http:P11'l5idu.tw
http:fr.dl.lr


- -, 
:: :' 3, " ;':-::,~,;~: .:1': ?0'l-'utui buncr Stereo 
:l:-., .-\ .. :.:.,< '- :.. ".t;, ..;, It :uppened. :he De· 
,::l:-'-;:t:,: 'C::~:"':lik ~e'.: ... ,.ei :ne ClSIr:O "i'P(lCJ.· 

• ::<::: ~::;( in' 3100;:: 1!'1.i E-::k.uin mtLS(Jnirt~ 
:~,; :,):lqwm,. .pnn", :he £ive tribe. (b( ben
~:::t,: :~om :he decH-tcn !l'l~Je eo(\~nbc:ion, (,) 
;ht D~rl:>c.1t;. "''''lieh t'.er.u.ll:ly tOuled ..\t 

-
in ;1}4j, (he Chippewls .brou~ht 1 .1WSult 

1':;1",( .::C !r(tf;OI" D~;nr;rr:e'nt ior 'l-,h:lt th~v 
";:.llmtJ '''-"h W,?PJptr ?ol:t;-ca. :n!lue':l(e 1M t.~~ 
";~,Ul:} ieC;>l0(L In 1 i",':)m depmition ;n ,hu 
..;;>~, E..;kH.:in recQ\.mted. hi~ :nee~ll'Ig ?1th B~b
b,q. ,:'.-:cordir1g :0 £;::k5~ein. B.loblt;: [Old him 
,:b::re CCJld be no ,JellV becJu,e "Ickes hld called 
~~.e 'SecrecJ.r.· lnd told hi:n that the Jeclsion nJ.d 
':" be i,sued ':bt day:' 

In J July! '1% letter. John :'>-tcC.lin ot Arizon;!" 
the RepublicJI1 chairman or the Senate Commit
ue 01'1 [J~dl,tn :\t'6ir~, Hked BJ.bbltt .1bout Eck
,rein', l';CUSJ.tLon. Babbitt wrote back .;t month 
L1te:r J~ny!n~ Eckstein', account. But a yeat !"rer, 
in l lett,:r to the Sen.He GovemrnenuJ ..\f{aln 
Committee, led·by the Re:public.ln Fn:d Thomp~ 
,on ot T~:nnes~ee, B.bbitt tecucted hi.s 

Jenlil:,"[' dQ beli~~ du.t Mr. Eck
iltin', nco:!e-c(ion that I i"id 50me~ 


;nmg \0 .he effect th¥ Mr. kk~~ WaItt_ 


ed 3. de:c5!On :. COrrect. ~1r-. Ecknein 

w:u urr{mely penment in Out meet
ing .;tilQ i used this ?h~ simply ;;.s • 


rr.urs cf ~ermiT,J.ting the discwlion 

JJ1d ~ming \tim OUt (he door." 


In October 1997, Harold Ickes res

tJfied before: the: Thomp~on eommit

:ee .tbo\,lt his ?oulble Involvement io 

cJ.mp;\,ign~fln;\,nce "buse!. Al ;\, r~$l,Ilt. 

the B.\bbi.tt~Eckltein convena..tion 

;,J,rne to the tore a..gu.n. Sy the end of 

the month. the oid law partners found 

,hem~~fve~. as Ecklt~in described it. 

in the "ex<:eedingly painful" position 

of havmg to ~eHify before: Senator 

Thompson's commm;ee; on the same 

dJ.!I" E:kHein ,tpLn repeated his vtr~ 

iion of th~ convemtion in Babbitt'1 

ot'iicl:., ,.ddin, dtu f.W,bitt at one 

point nmmed.. wOo you have *"y 

ldn hov. much these Indiam. Indians 

with gaminl contruts. ... have giv

en to D'~m«r:au?" Eckstein also EllS. 


ufied .hilt ne had "no bUls to be

lieve", that lcku sought ;l parti~ia..r 


Ol.ltcom,:. 

Babbitt. under a..ggl'tuive question


ing from tht committee, testifitd tha~> 

(hI: deCISIon to deity the C4.sino appli. 

dation "fU mad~ bv a ca..retr civilll1!:r· 

vant and had not been ;nilu~nced in 

UIY way. Not everyone wn J$$UJ.ged. 

"Wh'\t is moSt p,al.uibie," the- &¢pub

:(Jr. h·0.l:of :!,:' ''''';!-';:.': ,'\,!W :,~~\ ,.;> 
,utl!'d. Ii :iu( :::~ "J::1::¢ H;;.\:,>! !~,; :"e C;~ ..:> 
':h.:rlU: ".:.t!onJi C:>tr,',II::tt ,\,;,~ 'n,ci",.c:: r: 
:n:£f::n; "¢IT~"C"':V ~C' ';:;' 'iC>! "~" ~<,!"-!' 
Setwo( KCO~~ F, B~n ,,'It;. :\'~p,-,oi:~~!'\ ~t 'l: :;~.. 
....J, <!H'i:l :ncre :;"'l ... ,~d, , : nolle 1 h.lfd err,l! be. 
';~\':".e l pJre Jr.ci C:'lJ.$;¢ d~'l)IOn W~$ ;noldc. ' 

S~-.; Jol~'" pr.o~ Ie :hal te5q('r.Ol\\; the! j1.J.SliCf DI!' 
?JM:":1eot bf\!:lr. 'Ii 0""(1 ,(I'1U1r;-' I!'\to thl! ,,:,wno 
'illtUr. Its probe. ir, tum, 15 1),'hJt ~"'enl'J.ll!v ;Orrt 

F':,Ued A:torn~y Geotrl1 ]Jrl(t Reno to ~Jll'ior lh~ 
independeru ~o'Jn$~l :0 love5llg1te 8.lbolu _ r.c; 
.only on the om':lnall!JellltlOI'lS ri unJue po!itle,tl 
mt1uence-. but .11;0 01'1 \lI,'r.l':tnef hI! commmed OI!'r
iUiI-' while te~t)f\':ng lboUl :nO$1! ~11!\!;l.lions. ' 

THE :iO,\1E>U:'HAT OBLtQn, '0:-"'D1:5CII,;" '\,.1,_ 

lUff of 6.\bbltt s aUe\!l!c m(~deeI!S dots riot, ,U 

e~'ldenctd In the J.rrco~ (hal lttemoon, dr;.w ol 
1m of at:encion to him out.ide \X'.1;srLin!1;ton, 

SeJ!. th~re ;5 $omethlng inheren:ly obJqul': J.r,d 
nondes(r:pt ;.oout Bilhbitt himself. Whtle J.no
nYTTH(\' \s a :f...ir.g he clJITendv 'r2ves;, the t4<:t rht 
te wU 'Jub:e (0 overcome tt ;n his t'188 rn5" 
dt:ntja1 bId OI'Y'.e as 4'ru<k lwu:efung, He won a 
nere 5 ~l'Cl':nt of tht popu1.:tr V(HI': in the :-'<ew 
H.ampshire pnm:ary and promptly dropped OUt of 
:he t;tCie. S:abbitt likes to blame (n.1!; old bug:aboo 
of poor TV pl"esence for ittl qUJCk ult from nil~ 
tioJUl dective: pontics, but hh inabilicv to woo 
\foters st'tms to comt: from iome-«rhe~ d«~t. 

When Ii c;)mes to tnt: prospect of seiling 
himsdf. B.abbitt u:mltlQs you of the i..nw:trd~ 
dwelling higl'Hchool kid who thtnks ne would 
like to be popular but can ~t rul1y "bide w.'u 1$ 

required to b«ome $Q. He hu oone of che in~ 
s,a.ti.ble egoism rh~t seemJ essential for surviv. 
ing the incvit.bl~ diminahmenu of .ppul.ing 
to a popular m.llority. Babbitt is ont: of tbat 
rare breed of pOlitl.::lan who'! curscd wah ,t:lf~ 
_"'"ren-e;U. Ht'$ for-eve-t editing himself, pep~ 
pering his conver.i,nion with deprecatory. yet 
v.aguely $eli~$erving temattu about politics .\nd 
politicians. 

"I'm pr!i1uy good ax it," he laid (0 me at 'one 
point of hi$ politician side. $ounding. even at this 
l<ivancl:d stage, like- ne', still trying to eonvince 
nimself. "But II is something I had to Itun to do. 
t'm not naturally gregarious." 

Over a hutily comumed 6dC A.M. break
. iOlU a.t the H.arlingen Holiday rnn before dny· 
ing out to the Atascos.a Reserve. I complained 
to B",bbitt ;l,bout the ridieulowly early W1lk~~ 
up c.ll. • 

"1 cut'I 'W1it for the writer', life" he ehidt-d. 
"But you kno..... it's hatd ....ork writing, It'$ not 
just itick.iog back aM scribbling. It takef t~mt 

http:incvit.bl
http:te5q('r.Ol
http:Re:public.ln
http:D~rl:>c.1t


;;,:,; ':Ht~:;" :~,':I..~~.:. :-:..: ;~',)U ,:-:..; .... ·~·h:;i;'\.> 

;'.:I/,:'::-:,1,:')U':':' > :;." 1!::,::':: ";'-;:1: .. :rrne .n'd.. .. . 
:t,:!,,:,:~.! ::lC:(1 :;:';'.;~t,:>, 

\\'·::-l:e,.e~-','CU d\" l~C";( 3r.::e 3J.obl:~ ~(~1X1 
10: .,;.,;:;.; fer ::'OU~hh :-~e :"':':.l.;} :>(110"",, :r.;r~~ L,1C 

''''1:1 ~JtiV <.)'1 "'lln ~o... .Io.01J~ :::~m ~ik( ltl ~~~;ced 
';0de-:~ ~f6!e\i0r 101 ;~c ~~LWly' .plllo\'~r l!ttr ~ 
.;ru: ':!h_He ~JJl (til u.}u Ibc'Jt ;ne ::1i",;ll:'I'V 
;Hr:e~::, Cf OI~On ~rI,J"iii¢r,uch bl,![ltt"'::ies, ~beut 
?!Ju :~':om<'L .;lir::~I.~ 'II.:;:rmm.; 're:;d~ md 
~bo\Jt ~e ...· ,1"\Olh~!~_~"m lJ'l": :ne j:.:ciec.Chr.sc ..m 
:ruiH(Q;"J ;'J'.e ,e\HeC 'XeHer:t ,,:',J!t'.I.te from l 
,(!";,e ,;1 ::-.( ,J..:re:!o1lb, oJ! ,h( :",~{'.1nl "':otld.. 

t~ W1:i Juntli!. ~!ldU,l(e i,;:nooL "'ork;rI~ <.)r. 1 
,ummer ItHem.hlp ~'OtGu!j Oil 111 the :nounuins 
~i aoii~ia:. tnlt 31bbm nild "(he: eplphJn~ -, _ 
~.11'! :ewlJ.uon ch,u '~d him to lOl.ndo'!'! g:eolo~;t, 

Th.u iummef. ~e recll!eci. "Pd wlodet 
:~,rough these: fn..illn ...ilb.gu .lndlOQk It 111 the 
pO~'Uty In;! then I'.j tum blC~ to my work. 
","'fitch t-!emea b,,' COl'HfUt :;l-I,m .. bHr~ctiott. l.ilk. 
!tt~ lOO'Jt the .,ri~i:n 0: 1 pt~net mhe:r :h,l.!l (he 
people li'\'irl~ lJPon it," 

He: 'i~nt :he iollo"'ng HimrMt1 ~'o!unteet. 
in;;: 1:\ .!te CUlC.u :i!umt .lnd 1t ~:Qtk ~,unpt in 
(hI! Anal!!, He entoUe:d in Hlr"o'l.tC U'IV School 
lnd wOtked in tht!' civil :-iglm movement ~ilel" 
gcttir.g hi. degree. tn !967. S~bbitt returned to 
ArizonJ to pt1(ticl!' law. Two vcu11:uer, he mu« 
ri~ Hmlc Cocits. now the deputy ~drniniml
tOt of the Un.i(e:d SU.te$' Age:ncy for lttter· 
nationaJ De\·e!opmettt. TMr have rwo Ions., 
Christopber, ~:z.•.. recent Slmford gndu.ut'. olnd 
T. j.. 20... stUdent ,l.l Suniotd. 

In 19i4, Babbitt wu e!«u:d Suu Attorney 
Genen1 U1d milde a name ror himself by tWnl 
on otvniled crimt' over land fraud. In 1976. 
&bbitt ~ eontt:mpl.ating a run fot eithtr the: 
House or the S4n.ue when he ~~ caught up 
in. s"ene right out of a FnnkColpn movie:. rUlt. 
the InCamb(!nl GontnOt wruptly left QifK:(! to 

be'Come PI't"ident Cuter'l Ambusadot to At. 
~endtu. Foat months later. his successor died tn 
tht: middle at the night. 1M following momin~ 
&bbltf, who u AttorM)' GenuU wu nat in 
line. remt:mben waking up to find his home $llr· 
roun~d by Sw. T~. with Aides ukitlg.. 
"WMt would you li¥ (0 do today. GovernOf'?" 

Q,.'e; th. n«ls:t nin4 y~an. Babbitt Itl&mg~d to 
C.1rTV out llber.ai «forms in health Cut. educ.a. 
tion' <U1d eavitonmenul poliq m.one of the ta« 

tion's mon m,u.nduy RepubJ:,can lUteS. He: 

,, , 

mJ I.,CU,,;-:'-:o ?hi :e:';;"J::.J",,:-:- ?~";. 
"ec \~Ito"", "·~"..lr.o"> '>;'"'.~ ,.~••• : ,"~ t'HO' ~.. , .~~

ph-. T:1t OlJHr:n • .;c~r.;l..::':;'·: "•••"".: 
:;;; Jt,i!ll,e ~he ;U~: ' :ht A,,~:}';J :\~, 
;:-wo110,'; ~clum:'l,i; Ke'>'tn 'l:iHev '1.~o(e 
)D<lU: 8.10:)1:(. "S!,j( ,he,>, :o"d.ir, t. be· 
,:~us~ h~ '1'oulJ tHen to'them." 

'For lil oi 3lboin'\ Jnve, :ht:re ;; 1 
,(rell!;:Jt ,e:endit'lfn" :1..mr.:n-z :~rou~n 
~ij ';lf~er" H~ i~~cis (0 :nin ~!J! v~ :r.~ 

, , , ' 
.?o'IIlQr.~ :1~ ,t~lI.'. on:'" ~o en..! ... p U"; 
lobs :nJt bnn;; 01.:': ht, olent,_ 

\X'nett Bill C!imc1'l ""'1$ d~::tti 
P:e)ld~nt In l~qt ~e mlt:~I1 ..' ot':ertd 
the: :ob oi L'rll(ca Stille> Tnd~ Rtpn~. 
,(!n!.l(,ve :0 c..lobitt, ""nom ~~ ;'.1d 
known when bo::h 'I\-'erc .!;cv<:mCH 1';;

tivt il'i the ~er,tnH De:nocnu; Lua
mhip CounCil 

"You VI! ~Ot to 'Jrlcem..l.tld." Baobl1.t 
wId me. "th.t f'm 1 ~U\" ;no~'~bJe 
piece:. t ..lcceFud that job. had gone (0 

Liulto Rock the dlv ~io-re Cnrimn.u 
19n. <;1,'.1$ iuUv vf!"ued. had wtluel'i 1 

litde accepqnce speech ;md wu even 
interviewed by The '-XJJI SmetJouma.! 
lbout my ~rade pouelet." 

It "'U the envitor.menul :obbv _ 
~he ume one ,hu would f1IfI<:e ~ ;!j~_ 
.;~nge PrtsidtrH Clinmn (rom t.tk· 
ing Babbitt lWl.Y ftom Interior .lna 
putting him 0!l.he: Supreme Coun:
that helped mer Babbitt'!: tlte. ".4.11 Of' 
1. ilJdden chc mUlic.al :lW" wefe in 
motion." Bt.bbit( recalled. .•.lnd <!ole 
word \VU, What about Intenot! The 

intemting thing ilhout this iob is dut fot the 
lim tim. th~ !wo h,;Jvel of m~ ptnonality tun 
,om~ together in a: way tlut 1would h.1ve never 
.lpptu:iau4 bcfotehuus' Wh.t r dunk I'm ben 
at is working on thiS tnte:rfa« betweu: idcu 
md politics. the coordination of policy on thilt 
frontier. it's not a very ~rQwdtd pla<:It," He: 
paused 1 mom~nc wd un.iled.. "By which {mean 
~oplc in politics ~ho liltlt id~." 

WE 'l'U.£ 10rN'W rN Ol:R. QUEST TO Sf.£ A,,"I 

~plom.adc Wcon by a local c~ IWM<i Fa
ther Tom Pincclli. dflcnbtd in the litetJ.Nre 
handed to the preS$ as "Cubolk pnest and bird 
W;.ttchltf'." rUMr Tom and S«rtuty 8abbin w 
side by side in the front of the ~ aikinl btrds. 
h~ing out occasionally w espy tpecia through 
binocubn. ''Who', tlu., long.~ pinlud·"p 
g~y in tlKrt with tne spoonbiJls." lbbbitt ukc:d. 
his binoc::ulan trained onr a glim~~~ 
of rud..lincd inkt. ''That', .. srut." ~mi Fa
ther Tom. ".W mit white-bc:Jlitd guY'W'Indering 
on uu: far ndt of the aucla?" "A willet," ,"There 
wu a long pawe, SWbin lna Fuher Tom swi.ng 
through their btnocuhri, a ring, 4~ repone" 
Handil'li in {he: 'background. 1qwt1tmg qUletl~. 

, 

http:mUlic.al
http:llber.ai
http:Hlr"o'l.tC
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( . I _. ", h 

,; ;;!":-:1~;:l~ ..l')IC'=nO:,:,cpC'~UrH>C':HJ.t • 

<~. ;~_.j .:~, :,.....;:~e I'\T\ -l rr,<!ls~~t Or "n~'cnl\ -in i~ 
h 'x",,;, ~~,o,jr" :-r,'J.::"!lb.;u: SJOOln .ind hi; 
'::<:,w ;,' :;;<' ~:",v:r;:>:"HnCr,L \:C!;t"11 H)U fIrst m(l:( 

3J.0C::~, ','"L. ,"'~:~:"I ::r,d \our,dr' JO!n\t l !inlc 
.. ., . h .' E 
,.:()·,!-~o. :~_-:::::::; •.:r ;JC:':Il'i.l t I" ,t:.l!s;(,$, ve;;

:',;Jik, ;-01.,; ,4" !(.)n~ <)£i. undenundins lrut 
l:':!-O'" <>":10 \ ~tcn Ih!. !on~ in ;:r., public eye: 
:dtlmlt¢k o~,omcs ~omt md~ciphtublt: ..rlUl· 
p,m or ~Jnt .;nJ ..:.:ndor. person~ n\d person, 

BJbb:[~', i:.lCce~, II Interior C.ln be eqU.lll~' di{
ii..:u't to :nusu.e. ~bny oi hi~ pfO):t:tm.s tor pro
t~ct,n~ el'\;.IJr:g:ered ,peties .lnd pre.e!'vln'5 h.1b
,UH Je?end on the !cng.(etm eoopenI;on lr.d 
~coci I.lnh of trlcii,(onJl JntlgomHS in the envi. 
ronmmtJl deb.ne, For thi~ reJSQn, thetr eHecu 
~Jn .;.nl>- be meJ~uted ,wet time, 

BJbb'in b the first 10 Jdmit th.n his tenute h.a 
not been 9.'ltnout iu ,ub.tcks. the most nouble 
oein>! his i:tilure. In the l.lee of ~e'Sim,nc~ from 
"'~si~tn Dunocuu. to r:tise gr.l.Zing fees for 
fJt!chets on public lwds. "You mem why did we 
",im? out:" B.lbbiu replied when chJ.!Jenged: on 
the m;mu betore .In .1udie:1ce of Fedt!;\i scien
;isu I!'I C:>loudc. "We gOt s.nged on that one," 
he told tn.:m. "81.1t t gU.1nntee you. we.1l't not 
nnre;Hing ,rom the battle." 

Baboitt ..Iso ,;u.!mined to me thar <It the sun of 
his unvl'e he re2.1lv didn't have Presidem Clin~ 
ton'.;, ear on envir';nmenul issues, In h.ct. it 'II.'l.S 

onl~" in the ....-;Ute of the Republiun u.keover of 
Ccngr~j§ in 1994 d:.u Babbitt was able to set the 
to:'!;! for a more activist Interior Department. In 
:In effort to' he.1d off Republican attempts to re
vise environJru:nul regul.atioru. Babbitt launched 
.1 public.relatioM$ offeruive c.aJ.led Heritage Tours. 
'1"raveling itom one district to the: next. nuking a 
particular point of ~netnting intO the htut of 
;";eM Ginl;rkh territory, aabbin reminded peo
ple how mucn de.a.ner their water tnd air }w:j be.
come mthe ~t ",,(I dec.ade3. He ~ explained 
how the new R..e-publiun proposals wou.Id. undo 
th.1t progress, Babbiu mack mmnlmnulism 
,uch J. point of patriotic pride dlat G.O.P. con
sultanu began advising wu- catldidau$ to go 
back to thcif districts and look green by plwtin~ 
uee$ m d\l!ir :oc:lI turk!. 
, Since the Heriuge Taun:. &bbitt !us made 

::'fO\!tt'H :n Ol.~<: lte':::i; ;;;:- :,;,n·:~,.':;:-;; ..;e· 
VdC'C(f' n S,)\.:::: :" (J;::o;;;u :,;, ;;:::,;,.. . 
::tct J ~vll;Ji 'v~'Ll'iW';:' .. nowr; ,h :ht' 
.::tJ::j:~j-;<!:.:1<: :>.or~ed ;>.itt: :nt' Crot,;::,;· 
P;'!I(C Cotponnon :n :he SQuth :0 ,ave 
the fed ;:OdCldtd I\<'codp('..:ku mJ 1:1 1 

de.l; :hJt echoed hIS Anzcrj J.)x>, ht 
,leered t:!onJl m"J( "rowtn.•Ute uld 
10(...l oii;.:i.. b lrJ tl'\QrofHnent.1ii)b ~o ..I 

$..15:: mIllion ,<,:dement :0 ';,C.ln ''':? lnd 
I'rO{«:: tne Ever~bd ... ~, 

Typi';JI 0:- BJDolu'S JemioM, the Flor
:dl ;lui ?'JS bllHec trem .1li .idcl: ;;U~lr 
!,rowers ~4id It V.\~,> toO h.H~':t, e:mron. 
mertu!im d".med It perrnittei.! (hc SUO:lr 

indulitrv to pollute tOO much ;nd :0 P<lY 
tOO (Iule, At luremony J.t Eve"I(lJ,je'J :-';J
con..; PJrk to commemOrlle the lIl;ree', 
mer,(. elwircnme!"!!11.i$($ !,houted l( 'B.:tb~ 
bitt from behind. .:t P.1rk Police ~atriClde. 
St:il. hc cJ.me over 10 talk. (0 (hem. Atter . 
.t~ict btiog sno\lted dO'l.'n, he "",liked off. 

"I think ~"bbiH has done more to publicize 
the import~m:c ot the l<lnd uhic th<ln .tnv lnu· 
tior 5ttret.,1ty in history." '.lid T, H, W.1tkins, 
.luthor of 1n lccbim~d biognphy of H.uold 
r.:kes Sr, "[ have wmt ttServationJ about wh.:t. 
ht's dOIng, but there :tin't .:tnybody going to 
ple:ose everybody, The job of the enviros ;s to 
h<lld his ftet co che fire. He KtlOWS tlue. BJ.bbitt 
is no! l.IpH:t when enviro$ critic!,1l: him, He's 1 

politkian," 
Indeed. environmenc.uim seem to be 8abbitt', 

sterne$( critics these diy,. upinS' tbat the bu
gains he hu m.ae 'Ifill turn Out to do more harm 
than good. !'Jew initiative!, like H.:tbiut COlm:r
vuion Plans. arc designed to avoid prolonged 
!t:u"ldoff~ like that over ~ht sponee owl in tbe P.a~ 
eific Nor:nwelt, But they ue !fQublirt5 to some' 
m the environmtnta.l community pr«i,dy be* , 
c.ause thty abandon t~e all-or-nothing approach 
of the EndangffCd Sp«itJ Act. In mum for fi~ 
IWIGing the putdw.e of btt.;lu ot!.and fOf >:on' 
s~rvation< th.e H.ahitn Consemtiort Plarti allow 
deveioptMnt to ukt pIau in other .(.ti, .. utU 

without tke thrut of future ustratnu or 11W'~ 
tuju, More than 200 uu::h pbni havt b«n lUtoo.. 

nz.t:d by the L"I.tenor Depamnent \0 f1(. invoiv
ing more dun tix million ..:Tts of land. 

"The problem is chit these deal! Me gflting big~ 
15« and lasting longer," s<l.id Kim ~lfino.m mor~ 
nt}' J.t the United Satt$ Public inuten Rtsca.r<.:h 
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.,',~~ ; J.~ .... ;-.~: :'./"> ,.:. :,:.'~ .'.-;-,::'".:,:, l;;"; 

.;-.~~~. :":' .. },:,:,,,-. ~:::;; ~:',~', ::: .·~;~,"'t::\ 

~""~<~'~~~~ l:"""! :::-:::-::'_' '_';-",:1:"":\:' ,';'c~ -.:.:,(;":' 
,': ~~,~\ ,): ~r:.: ::,",; ;:;" ,~,~ ~;':' .:: ':~l~" 3.11:
:-'!;: :},," :;::')''''; 1';::;01';1;;;;: :~:;::: ... ~~,:", :~: ~~ '::'.l.

'I,ll!': !,:l, :C!::':,,: :;,(:::; "i: ::'e~.l1.:'( "\~~:; ~~;::~< 
,(1,: :0 .:<::" r<>r,,: '.\;~:: leX )t' ;h~,¢ O\J:", ,:', ~()11l': 
:~ ::e :;,~, ?~..:<,d (;,J,:!:-:'iIY,t~( ":'ho ~'") :Q 1 .. ( 

:::~0L HhO:;( ;-,.. ~!,:::- ;tl¢r.~" ;;) do ~," 

'~71-~?;l.:Fi:' ~l"'-:-:--:',\., '~f'--:-','-.,-;-- ,:'\,,~.

A :'"l;.:l¢, 'x,: ,n{:-.~:) :t.<, ?_0 G,-,::-,;;\! '.:Ji!~\,' 
S:'('V!l":'~ C.;:":t<:r, 1 :,;:-:;:t";"j,'LCrl ~L:n;· 

',;:,,; -f'on,,;-',(')ow"I"': bId:::,.! :\J':::~C "no,.: ~Otto 
,~ "?dJui!dir,o: F:rr:ik Tnjitior,)," 

l.hbbll! "l~'( j .hott ,~e~ch 1n,: 'cd l j:,c'J'" 
'IOf! Wit:, ;n ~r:.iiKe:'· Jr;~"":'1 OlnKiCln:s: :~u· 
Jubol"l $odt'(\, m<:l'1'Ib<o,' In:i:hy :'l'tm~n ll"\d 
CH1Che'f'!" repf~ser.t;tW'~; irom ;he !tx;Jj !'ower 
,omp.. r.l: Dj~?ll:,-ed l(ound the rOQm \I,,'ere .ub· 
minion, (0.1 ""'ddli,'e' Photo ~cr.(eH. :wxbure's 
icr ,~t \\On'l<:fl, Sn<)olln>t Sporn Fc ..nd.uicn 
lnO: J l.lf~c- :;:-hoco oi .. ~'oun\t boy in .-\rmv 11
;i~ue~ cflohng.l h;!;:h.p;'\1;er~d,r;fle in one' l,n'n 

.lnd r:,e he'l>! ot 1 bv,k in the o(het. iust lbove 
:ht c.lpt:On ";"1;: Em KilL" 

Fj,tn~r Tom C'ontribul'ed l Pr3_Yt(, 'X-'i'lync Hll· 
~ut. J ~onon f'lrmtr. pni~~d Blbbin lo'r ~eninot 
f,umen lnd c-n\"ir¢nm('f~r-1lisu to .·ork to!o'te'tht'r 
pu,eivl!v. . ' 

"We do1'\ 't t'lud emocloA," Hl!btrt told me li~ 
(tr the me'etir,~ broke t'Ot h"lncn It the Shooting 
Ctnter'$ Reloaclet C..fe, "~'t need facts. Tell me 
>;I,'hat ~'i:ible .tltemui\·e ~s!icidt$ we un use thu 
won't tu!"! tn¢ i~kon' .l.nn dtH we C.in .Uord. 
Thro'Jgh educalion you ma.kt it J point of 'ride 
to nlve these .:r¢:it\lUS .trou!1.d. EconomIcs it 
'\l,hu 9.-il1 drive conso!f\'atiOn," 

f;: ...·3$ \'lin..! .. n~' h,ucl·ccre ~n\"ironment.ui$( 
would Colli In u:1holr ..I!i::tnc¢ indeed. I made that 
,'tr\, ?Oint to &bO!H ,u '1l't were le-lYing the 
:.hoo\lng center ror the 

mrtlit ",.!WId: T\t~ •••d"'tf It 1M 
... I"mtU v.ur WtIin-tiroUfitd..,........ 

:!'4;"; :u~::;; HCl<,;.\:on. He 
,.:a1'lca .!lsJPcolnted :-:v 
:ht <:;0":0.11:"';;, 01 lhe 00'. 
,:':-:ll:0n, 

'\\;.:-;1." :~ ,-ll<.i. ":h;:;t ""l5 

';l'~m ,hI! Terid\' R00w:el: 
:oliitior wJ, ill J.DOJt. He 
'\l.l;,hot ri~H lnJ Der:"UP~ hH 
Amc:-;eln ~'no .;:ould ~-ld.m 
lJ? ~omeon~ lik~ john" ;"'\uir 
,me: .. l! :ne>c guy5 \1190:11"\g 
<"epiunh lnd !l:<:~n J:1d \JV 

'1'~'re ll\ In' ,to;:; to,n:thtr.
rYe' .pent .1 lot ot :irT;e. t('V' 

ing 10 :e1Urr~( tnat co> 
-liitiM, Th~re'~ tni5 i~n5e of 
mutu;.l miSmHt lnd Jntag~ 
oni~m ~o ....., ,md f trunk 
,nere'~ i'!:Ot to ~ l !~t:le Ic5s 
exCIU5lofl.lrY ~e:rtitude," 

The following dl~, &b~ 
biu HOod ,l[ ;J podium In 
th~ middle of the ne""- wild· 
lifc reS-c:rve in San Diego, 
mAking fokes about b-c:ing 
tn~ lone Democrat iur· 
rounded by 1 ring of Rt· 
publiuns. "} think Bruce 
1.\W the need for ,he Fed. 
ent, sute ~nd 10(,;.1 govern
ments to work wgtth« on 
thes~ iuuto$ before ~n"Qne 
tlse in Wuhingron:' Doug 
Wheeler. California', Secre
wy for RuOurtt5, told me 
before Babbitt', sp«ch. 
"It's ~Ul~ b~ nad bten a 
-govcrnor :and hu a $eruitiv
ity to the needi of ~ pattitu
!at place Uld the- need for :l 

collabonuv¢ effort. In this 
project.&lorn: we're protect
ing IDOU habitat in S-art Die.. 
go md Orange County 
than aU of the 'pmtiow ,u

tempo. to do so through the 
UK of t~ E.ndmgtted Spe~ 
des Act u ;t nrictly regula
,ory mecha.ninn.," 

As &bbiu spoke, :l fA' 
Uliiornit gnalC.l~(he-1"J fiit~ 
ted by on the horizon. 
where there wu :l vi,ible 
wNee ring Of encrou::hing 
c-ondo roofs, Uld iU$[ dc'HI 
the toad .It the entnn« co 
the rese'rYe. ;I UN-U group of 
protem:n with pl.J.Qtds de
crying H;.bit.t Conserva-
tion Platls, it was • ml.;-ro-
eosm ot Babbitt'. WOtkaday 
world: e:ndmgtrtd species, 
osun,$lbk poli~ic.l foes md 
;mgt] protesters, lna yc( 

,i);;:C'!lO'll.':1 lil ;t~-;:<; : :::' 

-.;,>,e :'or him :'ror;; ;:",,, ,,',,";, 
.>t \Xl.ri:l~ton, 

');'"\:'iHI~GTO:-'; H.",; ,":':~:-+'I~ 

ieeffieu In eer.e !O">-n. mere 
monum-ent ' :!'!J,n thrn tnl!; 
metropolis. but ~hue dH'~ 
,he pili'(' hJ5 l olr::icub:-'!v 
"ho)(k l!r 0",: th~ "ln~ 
clb :-ide :'rom C'1io'1 s:i
tlOn W ;r.e !mt'ncr Dt'pJI't" 
mera. I ?lne<! (r,e F-ej~ra, 
:ounhowse, ",,-hi,h ?,'.lS >ur, 
round~d bv n' n~w' truck; 
l.nd miler's.•Ii on 11C'rt lor 
the latest development in 
the President'$ !-e~al us~ 
B.thbiu W.lS ~n the newt, 
tOO, That !norning, the Re. 
publiclJl Nat1on~1 Commit. 
tee nUlled the appoint
ment of Cuol Elder Bruce 
.u Bl,bbitt'~ independent 
counsel. Bruce. ,he R..:--';.c. 
argued, ~'U 5USpe-<:t because 
5ne Md once worked for 
Charles Ruff, n.ow White 
House counse:L defending 
Senator John Glenn. the 
Oruo Democt1t, in the 
Mt~ing Fiv¢ SClUltW, 

&bbitt ~d r h;td not 
spoken m~ch .bou( the in· 
veHi-gulon or "that whole 
business," u he disdainfully 
«fen to it. while OUt on tht
road. Sitting in W.uhingtQn. 
ho~v-er. tne subject 
~etmd. ...elf_ only n1luru. 

He seemed l.lmkntmd· 
~ly wary of d&uuing his 
ordw. A$* from the cur
rent indepcndeni counsel in~ 
veS(igarion rna the origm.al 
b....nut, the cuino nutur 
jud almdy bftn the focw 
of invmigatioru'bY the Fed~ 
ero Bureau of InveStigation. 
tnt Senate and thr House of 
Represenutlvef. n.onc of 
wbleh found evidence of .:l 

,aitm, Babb1(t, fot his pa.rt. 
has .dmitttd to having ~ 
;t minw in letting EtluteUt 
intO hu offi«: and in writing 
"it pn::uy carel-en letter" to 
Senator McC.tin. B~t he bas 

'\;, .,;; ~,., :-'..... ;1 r. :-:'.Li\..,,< 

:'.:( , ..:r::.;,~:-: Jr,\! ~~~( :;;~ 

::-:~:':t> ): ::":>: ;;.,,<! Lvr:~ 

O!i-n:~... i-"'Hli,'ll'\ ;,l,J.lr.CS l."e 

~nd;(lon.. ily C<':'nctO'':~'i ..ll 
0, ;,he :"I:nt ?rOPQ,(c! m :::( 
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>l<;H'"IOr H':"; ::'"I.lt ::;C'·' \~~e ,!',:~dli :';,1,',' ~~C'm ho! ~'.,n ! ~o!i~lri ~~!,;'fl., ~-:.-: 

:~I!t1. lp· 
';"/",'; - .~....: ',;-;~; '\"~,~, :::: '~:'F'::'1 'of :;'!~ ';CJrrl

'C-::"::-,:'.- -,\'~:~: ,: '" I> :.:> <:'<: :-<';1;:, 

.\: :;r::<t ,';0: ."~r .; .. ':::..;')1':, 5lbbitt Jid .",::1" 
~~.;e::,j :-:':;:,: :~" :'0;~; ;::1i ht 'A).. ro.:u,~d on hI. 

, C "I'..., ~"•••_'. ,.::':'" L ,. -.q.
';-.,' "-, '-;' ,:.,,::0,\ .,.~O,tU_. G~<!:-nt•.••~ 

.:':l!~~::; ::",::,,',(,::-) ;":"<:, ,'1:\' \1.1;(' -;;;v j.,..,:." h~ 
; n:,('..!, ;l':~ ~ 'A -.- ':':":1:.,., '1 ('. I -...n-' :-I'::rh.)r ?,Ht oi 
:':""\' :,:t ~0"~: e'\~~!-",: :v~ ?K::-,~ :7l" ;l\"~'~:"" 

.\! v~:"('~ ~.,lm<:'It~,~: ~l\('! ';.:r;.' ..!l;:~fet1.! ::n. 
';)r~"Mn. "h ·.....11 ::'.v.::' h<: 'l:J... E\'~,,· J.lV I'd "0 
~ut.)1': t;'\\' ,;corm_p In": ?l>:k ::P,,he n¢""-;p.1l't'r ~o 
,"e1J ,0m~ :\e... · .lil..~tlon l\fllm; Bruc<:- Blbbia h 

Fub:i.: ~:-)<m~' :-"'",- L There ",,-'ere (.'.\0 -:on\l:fes· 
,IonJI ;nwHl~ltiot\) 1!oino:, .lnJ i~ Wi. r~ll!\' l ":lr. 
.:th. I !o,t t""-'O r.'1cntfl:. oi bein~ on !lit' lob.''' 

B,lob',t", b~~1'! ;:, (ou~h ipon bet'ofao. Th.e, 
.un,' hc took llo1;l,In~: onunized ;rim~ in _~n
~or:J -:lme.it 1 pr;,t'. Durin~ ~rJ.nd iu,":,' t.e~timo. 
tW tn (h~ <:.15C. it Wl, rev~.1Jaod tholt Babbit: lila 

:"':0 otn¢r\, in.:;udilt~ ll"l AnNnJ Rotpublic reo 
pontr :umcd Don B0i!e~, were on. l lut lj~[ . ..\ 
;:Uf iJ:er. BoUt's """,u killed in 1C.1r -tXpl01ion, 

.or W1> :"int on tflJI !in,"' ht- told m-t, "Tha.t in~ 
Juce$ .I cert,lm 'en,,~ ot pfopon:ion. Substqucltc 
,0 Ihat I W.lS fnmed by .ome people ( \I.':a$ :n..'e.. ~ 
:ig:.l:in~:' h¢ .l,ided. referring to tne pb.nting ot 
phon~" 51mbting dt-btl in -1 numbu of Ui Veg~ 
.l:linos, .-\s .1 rttu!(, he was iIW-tHig;ued by the 

J.B.!. lnd by Arizon.l news oflJ:.lniutions. "['lie 
been through .1!1 thi~ berore:' he uid. "You do fi
rully jUst ,hru~ your ihouJdaoTS• .uthougn thiJ is 
~truinly the toU~helt thin, I've i.1ced b¢c.lus<: 
it') 1 bt!lger pond now," 

It ml;'-- be impoHible tor .lntGlte ouuidt of 
politic:. to ;;oncel\,e oi J. 'l\f!'M;ed politician, The 
iedln~ i~ that IJihu Uft"lIe come to know of the 
?roresslon .1nd 1;[ thitt's required to HI;;'C«cl"t it 
p~dudc} the POHlbllity ot innocence or genu.
:neMH, to cuenee. ~ penon is .:onstdem 
'u~pe.:t tOl e;vert watHin~ to go into po!itic$, and 
th>J5 doe~n 't daoserve rr.uch .ympiltn.y when $UCch 
l cm:er choice ulti:nltely renden !Um or her a 
hlSPII\;t. 

Ot' course, it ...Jso ~eem$ somewhat incompn:
ht'n1ibl~ th.H B.1bbitt could noe have bctn aWl-re 
of the lilegcd b.1ckroom dulings in tltt eue. It 
tem -credUlity to imagine- dw: Babbitt. having 
IJ.'orked U llobbyist during hit periocU in private
lJw pf"')(tlce, Wl$ .0 untuniliM with the rule'S or 
:he road., " 

~ft dou look pretty bad." nidi Chutes I.,e-wU, 
~8.tbbitt glllC different .uu.waou to Congress. He 
didn', hUldle himself well in tt'mu ofno..- he re· 
,ponded to the :l.lkguionJ concerning hi! com- . 
'ilt'nt~ .tboUt the moneY," (onrinut'd uwis, reitt. 
ing to lhe camp.1ign dOl'latinns given by the five 

tribes, "It jO<$. tJ? ..n~one obi«tlvtly !ooki.ng at 
it. ;:ppur that they wCfe doing 1f~vor for a mlior 

J"I>o..!';: :h~:r Q<l,,\ J(!".. ~;..,,:-~: l! ::'.<:: ~I:r.e,: ,~,~t." 
):jiL :n~~e ~l;j '.;;.;oe:t ;0~~:~,r." .pi' : !:jj<:~,.:.~n 

, , '" -,l:!li:'.,( :,1e' o.J:::on: :n\'e):;,U::Qn. ~:1.> ,en::..';. 
Tn~ ~"h;'::",("r. :--';"n:~,;;' ::,j Tn~ ;.,' :t~Mil 
jourl',JI h,,;.i '10 ~~c 'r:'.. e"~;:':H!nr. l> In ~'umcle 
..>r· t.~-: :h",',::; :n.:- I:'\J.:-C'.:nJtn! ".)'J,'1c'~; :J~: leo 
,d (~?cn:> ,uett h :'l!(hld L ;-;'r.lUn or C~or;te: 
:'L;,on l"r.j"i;rlttV f;l\e ~Oln~eJ Out tiut :he e~. 
:Jcr.;:~ l-;;:llr,>t 8Joom t;iit ,0.0 ,';:Jt"\t :0 IU,ufo.. 1 
::ilI. t: ~"l) li,o be~" ?Olnt(J QU( thJt ",'l-ute\e~ I: 

·...·1; t:tH E;k;(em lr.d gloom ,.lid to Qne In. 
Oth~f :h,)(' I'Jly d~:':n ;995,11', (he kinJ oi :on. 
\'~r'>.l'IOn dut ">';''Jr~ ev(t';. ':~y in \l:.·l>h.ln~t¢n" 

:\n ~"'fE~r mide in Th~ 1X'~sfljnlSton :>lorHhlv 
qut'),ioncd wh:, Geors;.: Sklbine, 'line lS held o'!' 
(he InaiJ" Glming Ofb:e oi Intetlor's Bt:relu 
oi lnailn Aiillts tI'i.lcie ;r.e iinAI recommt'nciJ.. 
!Ion (0 rt'iec: rhe ~.hlno .1pphution. lI'.d :-.1iciuel 
,-\:'1¢enon, t!1e deplJt:,r lHinl1H .ecretJ.ry whQ 
,~n: the ]eHe~ or retuu!, wue- nor cll!ed bv Setl
lwr Thomplon'l commitue during the O~tober 
199i helri!tgs thlt .p:owned B:abbiu', fndepend. 
ent Cou.n~e! in.,.eH;glt~on, BQ[h hilye ~;nce te~. 
died ber'ore the Hou~ Comminn on G!Jltern
men, Rctorm ..nd Ovtrs,ght. led by the tnwJ..iU 
Rel'lJ.bliC.ln Dln SUttO!" They told the Commit. 
teao ,:hat they h.ad not bun preHured ,0 rule 
Jg~imt :he Clsmo lftd that they h.td no knowl
edge of potennill contributions to (he Dtm
o-;mic party. , 

I dked Bilbbitt if he felt .u if he is the iC1pe· 

goat of the Qmpaign finulf:e irenzy. 
"Oh yuh. sur~." h~ told me. "AU tht furor 

about ~p:ugn fitlOln-(:e. lnd It rUSt 'happens. 
throu-gh .ill thi$ lncredible ,:UQde of ewnn, 
that tbe fnterlQr Oepilrtment wound up in the 
ctoBhlirs {)VeT a rt'gUUtory dtci$ion. There [$ il 
scnit' Qut thert that thi$ thing hu really ca
t«nt>d out of conttol" 

When ,he $ubj~ct of the President'S lUpport 
throughout the il'lv~nigation came up. ihbbirt 
didn't hesitlte with hi$ reply.: "Hi.!: ,upport has 
Men Hrong a.nd continUOUl JJ1d my communi
<::iltlon with him continUe! in cv«y re1peCt, rm 
very grateful fOf tha.t. We've discusitd tht nut
::er, briefly, lnd he ~d. 'You kno", look. , be
lieve in you,' " 

Kevin S«teeney, B.bbitt's former communi
~tiOl'lt director It Interior. painu .1 s1ighuy 
more -(:omplicued piccu.rt of «lations with the 
White House. "Whilt I find tully lil.ughablt!
about rhis," said $waoeney, "is when 8..abbitc iUl'd 
t wue working; 01'1 the Heritage TOlln we gal 
requests co'nstilJ\t!y from ,he Wh.it~ House for 
&bbiu: (0 suppOrt political fund-raising ef
fom. and Babbitt ,aid 'no' on .. number of (lC~ 
c.asiotl$. 'We un', gonnil. tn\4¢K th.i$ up.' $0 
what's .lmning to me is (0 ;i(cut( B-ahbin alb... 
ing so tbick ....'ith the political luff in W:uhjn,~ 
,on l.nd part oUu Hruegy to make moncy. The 
poli(ioJ operiltlVts were furious oll him b«auu 

o;,'H 'Hi't II ~J""J.~! ..;nLi 
:h< ~..I((onJ! Her'Ui!' 
'our; bo!Cl!'l1t ) ;IJ':'!', 

".%.nd (hi!-, ""reI'! ~"e.' ,lId, 
'He", """~ ..:an tell:v work. 
!h\~· to Out ~d\ln"(~.:~,' S.) 
h~ n(\'('f raIsed monev, H~ 
n~"'u cc¢perlted on (h~1 
level. '»;'h1cn i\. Jlso ~·hlt 
luvc) him ;0 ;'H e'(Po~ed, 
(holt there ;sn'! tha p'l1\n(l! 
jPPlflllJ~ to p!Ot~Ct him 
bt'ClIH( he h.un'! b-.... ~n 
pllyin~ thao £)me Of h.J.m·t 
CltC" H\.Clewed ...--nh (he 
p4':oplt who know ho"",' ((l 

defend 1S1imt th~ .. e l(;:U' 

1.100r.s, The ~'~ol~ OI'"lC 

t!1ese ~cni5.1tjon. wtr~ ro:!· 
ing OUI, he WH C .. ~ger
oUlly out of touch ""':Hh (he 
Whitao House .lna the 
D"N.C' 

THE fOLLO~C SAn'",_ 
ciav Babbitt Invilaod me to 
vl~it him lnd hit wife Hiluie 
n tht'ir home 1n the Pilli
udes • .1 hilly t'ndavc of trte~ 
~haded Hf~,m :and 'latelv 
or'Kk homes in northwt';t 
Wuhingttll't He met me .at 

tnt front door in ni~ Irllk--
mull. khakis :and ?Iaid shirt; 
Inao only t10d in tne dittc!ion 
of nomao life: !'\inning Jh~$, 
We Wt':nf out to thelf ht'm
lock·shWed b:Kk J>O!th 
whefe H.mie. iet.llggeti 
from .l rM)-week trip to 
Asi.;. ~u reading.1 nuguine. 
TMir Qldtr fon. Chris
topher•.WlS viliting fric"d~ 
in Soston. T.J. hl.d left !~ 
day ~iore for hn junior 
yt'V" Ibtoad. 

"T.J,·s.l budding iournal
ist," Babbitt annollnct'd. his 
voice unged wi!h Irony, 
"He 'lVf'ites foOr dx Sunford 
p;tpet. He', a prominent 
columnist kno'll'l'l on cam
pw fo! hi. madu on the 
incomp<tetlcao of the Sun
ford oadmininntion," 

I hild rud in ne....'paper 
il((OUnt1lhu it ....u Ha!tle, 

http:piccu.rt
http:Rel'lJ.bliC.ln


I ;'H~t'~ :r;~1 !~"....,... ~.... ;,.,~ 
~liheJ:-tu :-to.;sb~nJ·· 'plr:!; 

jutln .. :ne ""()r~: 7".')rr.e:1t~ 
"I ~t1t ,cJndJI. jec:Jmi: 
:h.JI he ,hQuld ':0 on the 
urienl,,-e. 

.! ",,-,H reJiJ... OlHrll(ed 

~;,.u .crre:llH:~ I:k~ \'h,~ 
':Q ..dll hJpren."" ~'lo!' e'(
"IJI"ed, "1i .... ~ Jidn : i:dlt 
hJ~O<;, [h.e~e ""cl..id :;'e :T'crt' 

rJther t~J!l ie""'er ~eople 
,,:ho ml~ht Knulh' tr,d up 
Ihillkm~ this ,"ub~lte I~ 
:rue. 

"'Iou know." H,mie told 
me. "'the Lut thing in the 
world I would h~~'1! w.tn:~d 
is for mv husblld to b< .t 
pOHer child for tne !"ds of 
the 1ndepelldellt counsel 

. !:ow. However. we Ute where 
....'e Ire, and if It ukes thi! 
kind of use of thel.t~ to get 
people to look 11 it carefully 
Jnd undenund why it 
I".eeds to ~ re.e"·llcued Uld 
why prosec'Jton~1 eilC"rl':_
,ion 1S 1n imp<Htant p,ut of 

:.-:'" ::-;r:-.:l":1! ystiCe ,Vqem, 
:;;e:1 ::1JI; olle food to 

HJnle ,~d :0 :\!'~'e :0 
'm~ke \Om\!' ~hO'1e ~4I!t, 
Blbbl!t .Ild ! l.it tJikJIlI(, 
Wh~1l [JIKed him apciJ( tf'te 
qJf.lU. oi hiS reiJtloruhlP 
lIo'ilh Plu.) Eckmlll, he 
tl,j'!1ed'He.('k 

''(In. thJ(<; tor re-milln.;:· 
'r:~ tbo!..! In 1~ vnn," he 
_did. "I n~\'en't < :ljk~d (0 
him 11 ,,11:: 
'FolIQ1I>in~ l \peech 6ab~ 

bin h.td ~ivetl e.trlier th.u 
w{tk ;:0 ,h< :';uIQna! Wad· 
liie: Federation ,n A!e'(Jn· 
dru, VJ.,,;. ,,"oman from the 
TuJ.S Comml.uion on Na~ 
tvol R('$Qurces ;:old me 
that her biggm .;:onl;ttn 
l.bout tht u:.tnw was: that it 
lVOuld hindtr fhbbitf'i d. 
fe('tivenest for his cem.tln· 
in, time in offKt, 

"I h.tve some Vtt"l rt"~ 
u.unng wQrd$ for 'tar." 
B.i-bbitt rcspooded whtn ! 

"Same (Ime 'IV1S lm( unde· 
i1I1bl:". Ctcerr.b<f. JJ.fllJ.it':--· 
1nd elrlv Febnur... ~...th .lit 
(neit ~ong-rt$S,o~.1 ~Om· 
mltlee1. But I'm b~ck I:C 
percel"l\' ;.Av ori~mLl ~n~t1: 

when ! (ooluh!~' lob is th.t! 
I'm nOI ctrUln ( ,n.ou~d g.¢ 
to Wlshin!l:IOn iu~t to ~ do--
ing more 01 Ihe ~oJme. ! rral· 
ly wanted 10 b< ,,"Til;n~ J 

new chapter. Our. whole 
conuruct u in{(nor h.u 
betn to ttep ~w~y from this 
endlcn oldverurial ugu· 
men, ""'hich p(opie lo ... e on 
both sidts, l1tey cannot get 
er.otlith of it. What t havt 

'$ot(eft ~he mon pltJ.SUH' 
trom over tht yurs I~ ded· 
1100 mIXing ;mQ mo1nl!jlng 
Out 01'1 dut inttrf~t be· 
twten poli.ics ~td p~dlng 
the &00&$ of gov~mmtnt, 
mJ:king pubuc poli<y. It aU\'t 
e.t5Y. but ~erv once :n a 
whil~ you put J~me-thing to

gether really ....ell wd ~ou 

't:)t 1 ::::! :~~:::-:l 
BlOCH:: .:'f':: .: • ~ ;~,!; :.;\;..;"\ ~.)f 

:,,;,rr; ),t I::!) ,t.!{e .r; :;:, ~!rt~~. tr:c 
\,:nh both hi} .'bJcirer: .:~owr'\. !O H 

(:mh ,It If01,;nd u,,j :vllt!'mpl,,:e 
""fUt he ~h::h( d<) .... hen ~e iir:nne, 
~;5 ""otk ;: :::t~f':or, Tnere'a be 
,Cr:1e ~el<.:h:n.:. ,e th,ni\>, l:td 
:h':f~\ j boo;:' ... :\,'11"'_<> .0 \\-·r.ct. 
"'Ot lbou: m:' ~lre\!~," :"'e ""2$ 
y,UKk :0 ~:1'.P!'\lllZC, ""'h\) w<:lIJld 
WJIH to feJd ",COUl :h.H!" 

He ~n"i,iom l ""ork oi lCUrn.lj. 
ism ........ th l lot ot ~oiin' ,mil "'·tnet". 
in," -l book b.1$.:d on'"bt:,t Je. 
,cribes lS "[ho= tndeitll,;b!e lmo..:ntS 
oi ume" h~ 'per,t llong the Amllon 
irontier, tlymg :n ...·ilfo. illelpl sold 
minen lnd bing in theIr ';Jmp~, ¢X. 
plor.ng remote trlbutJnt'S in Bolivia 
-1l',d Peru. visi:ing 'l!.1th the YJt~omol' 
ni in Venel:u~u. 

"The piKe is l ilScinadng mix," 
he uid. e~cit~&~" ·'ex.tctly like: dIe 
lawless !fQIHier of th~ .J..trulrlc,m 
Weu in,the: 189:';. U'td they're: now 
developing ;JlHitutions whidl might 
have some inBu~nce: on the:§~ iuu~' 
we're now de,Uing with h~r(!, :f It 
wer~ done well It migh, ;'1I>'lKen \1$ 

(0 oJ.!l tortS of possibilities. 1,n tint 
~y the 1»$' becomes ?repamive:," 

ft is not, Ite insisted, disillution_ 
ment over reccnt eVents th.u hu 
him con.emplating life .ltar poli
,iu. "I chink I've: cOlmibuttd wh,lt 
I holV~ ~Q offer,'" ho!': ~aid, "or wi!! 
have- by the ume we tum the uehu 
OUt. I'm ;un lucky that 1 wasn't 
biindsided ufttillate: in my politic,d 
career, 50 it'i not as .u:rr.agir.g to 
me. People MOW who I .:1m. I've 
hold 25 VUrl out tbere. The:re will 
Jlwaj'1 be .t residual" effeet. But [ 
hope tInt my 1; second, in the 
footno(e, of historY will re:late to 
what I've m<l"agtJ to do rnher 
tn.n (0 thi$ tpi$ode, and, of course, 
only Iiml! will t~U." 

At om: PQint. I uked him wheth
er. given his const.:l.nt second guess
ing of politics and the predicmumt 
in which h-t now finds rumself..he 
hut ~rhaps chuun ~he 'WTon.g pro~ 
teuio1\. 

"t\bioh.uely not." he repli~ 
"It', the domin»1t licit Qf my be
ing.·· He p:lWed. onc~ 19til'l fram
ing tltt <&ir with his hand$. "~,,( by 
much. but it i,." • " 

'0 
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The Leavitt-Babbitt Peace Prize 

Mandel. and de Klerl< in 

SQuth Africa. Arafat and Rabin in the Middle East -. and now Leavitt 

and Babbitt tn Utab. 


Well. OK. Utah Gov. Mike Leavitt and Interior Secretary Bruce 

Babbitt ate not going to be in line for a Nobel Peace Prize anytime 

soon. The peace they brokered isn't gOlng to save lives, But at the 

same rime. it would be difficult to overstate the level of intransigence 

that was bridged by the remarkable public-lands agreement the two 

men signed on !..he la\\ll of the Governor's Mansion last Friday. 


For that matter. maybe [hetr Nobel ought to come in physics or 
. something, because few Utah problems have been so knotty as what to 


do with the thousands of acres of school trust-land parcels that dot the 

state map. imbedded within federally owned lands. The State 

Institutional Trust lands Administration could not maximize the value 

of those parcels. and federal land managers' had to work around them. 


But lasl week's agreement solved the long.standing riddle. In a 

historic pubHc~lands exchange. the federal government gets more than 

316.000 acre, of state inholding'. making whole the nalional parks 

. and national foreslS in the stale and, especially. the Grand 

Staircase·Esealante National MonumenL In retum, I.:tab gets a 

package that will dramatically enrich SITLA. and by extension. the 

,tate', schools - SSO million in cash and more than 138.000 acres of 

federal land that can be capitalized upon for coal, methane. mineral 

and real..estate values. 


As a result. SITLA is now effectively removed from a role for 

which it was iIl·suited •• influencing the appropriate use of these most 

sensitive pubHc lands. Its charge of gaining the greatest value for its 

inhoidings WII.S inherently at odds with protecting [he lands for their 

non-<ommereial values. Now, SITLA and the reds no longer have to 

wrestle with that dichotomy. . 


To reach this landmark agreement, Leavitt and Bal>l>itt had to put 

aside a mutual distrust that, at least among their constituencies. had 

degenerated into name~ca1ljng and lawsuits less than 20 months ago• 

.when Babbitt's boss. President Clinton, designated the Grand 

Stalrcase~EscalMte monument. Among the promises the president 


J of:: '" 'l Olll2i980l:5008 



[he Sail L.lke fnoum:-·· Opmlon 

made in S¢ptemr-e: t9qi)·~ lJ'ld lew of Leavin's fellow Utah 
Republica.ns celie':cd him·· was to ··use my office to accelt:rate the 
exchange ;xocess:' That promise now has been kept. 

It is a credit to Leavitt that he chose 10 remain tess strident than 
others in his party during the post~monument fallout. Yes. he opposed 
Clinton's monun.ent process, but he wouldn't join the an\i~monument 
lawsuits tiled by SiTLA ana the Ulah Association of Counties and he 
wouldn't help fund them. He rei\erated that stand this spring by 
commendahly vetoing a iegisliltiv,e appropnation for the lawsuits, and 
now his constituents know why ~~ he v.'ilS negotiating a senlement to 
make the SlTLA lawsuit moot 

The people in the Leavitt administration. particularly state planner 
Brad Barber. and in the Department of the Interior whQ negotiated this 
agreement desetve a good deal of praise. But it takes two leaders like 
Leavin and Babbin to tune out the angry words from both sides and 
focus on the goaL They may not get a prize, but they made a 
significant peace last week. 

'D Copyrictu 1m. Tht: s.n L.kt TriblUt~ 

All mlll(rial r(lund I)n Ulm OrLil'e <1 (Qpyri"Mtd T~ s./t!.#U trlbM"t and I:ssocl~ news gn.ieu No 
m~t'l:Ul may be rcprocuu:d Of n:UK¢ wl11'l001 ~lpji~lt p(1"II'uu>cn from Tlrt Salt !.aU TrrbMwt 

Contact T'l)e Salt Lake Tribune Of Utah Online by tlkking hue, 
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Interior secretary seeks to follow AIdo
L ld's'leadBy Bruce Bobbllt <jo;~dt~Qt~~< gr~b a ~nalr, SIt 
"this is ,a good time ror eamlrl 

dent', ror rt'ml!mbcrirtg. Fifty
years ago !his 
month, you 
1 eft us. 
snatched away 
by a heart at. 
~ark near your 
beloved c-en. 
tral WisconslU 
farm, But you 
are Sidl here 
In spint. AIde. 
Your book. "A 
Sand County Babbitt 
.Almanae," is-
like the great oak tree you ad· 
mired. It grows more magnIficent, 
sows more recruits yeat after 
year, We all walk in its shadows_ 

Hope is what you were about, 
Aldo. Ho~ is lhe garden I tend 
today. 

Geography makes it so. As sec
retary of [ntenor, [ oversee more 
than 44Q million acres Gf public 
land, including::lOO nation. I parb: 
and 500 national wildlife refuges. 
it is a wonderful, spe(taeular and 
exhilarating job. But too otten, 
('onflict is my companion. despair 
my next door neighbor, So mudl 
is in tatters. 

Salmon and neelhead, the 
great fish of California and the 
Pacific Northwest, are fading like-
the evening light In Montana, 
bison are gunned dQwn, legally. In 
the ~tidwest. scientists nnd toye
tess, legless frogs - de(orm-e<i by 
who·knows-what. Acid rain. add 
mine drainage. add poUiles - I 
could go on. Hope it what gets me 
tbroui:h, Hope is myeompau. 

And yOIl are my North Star, I 
can hear you now. 

"The pracUtt's we call CODNI'< 
",atian are, to • large ex".t. local 
alleviation, of biotic pln, 1'h~ 
are n~tSlary but tbfY mu,t nO" 
bt' eonfusH wiCh (urt.," . 

Allie). keep talking, Conserva
lion in the 1990s needs to heat 
from )'ou. I oeed to hear from you. 

can see the headlines now: 

. , 

.. ' , 

..- 81lbbltt holds ~ea~ce with de
ce.sed eonservatlorustAldo Ltopo 
old." Y~ur advice is worth the 
heat. We U even call yeu my splnt· 
ual adviser. You always did 5eE; 

things more deeply than most peo· 
pie, What's that. you say! 

"The outstandln, dl.eottty or 
the ZOill cen'ury b no' Itievisian 
or radio bue rather the complexity 
otthe land organism," 

Yes, keep going. 
"Tht' WI word in igDoruct' is 

'he man wb., says ot au lahml or 
plant: Whal good Is it! Uthe land 
mechanism as .t whDle It good, 
(hen eVttY part Is good whether 
we understAnd it'or not. To ktt"P 
every CO& and wheel is the firs! 
precautiO'n O'f intelU,lent tlnk",... 
in,." 

How true. Aldo, we've made 
great stride-! in conservation in 50 
years:. But you stiU lead the way. 
You ll1ways did, at the U.S. Fotest 
Service. the Unh'ersity ofWiscQn
sin, the Et'OtogicaJ Society of 
America. Ecology - you pract!· 
caUy invented the diSCipline, 
Ecology, according to Webster. is 
"the branch of biology tha( deals 
with the ttlations bet!-Veen living 
Qrganisms and their environ
menl" I prefer your definition: 
"the politic! and economics of an
im.ls and planu," Today. ecolOJ)' 
- Ute complex scienc-e o( land 
beaith - is a big part of federal 
land manqement 

. We ~e-ri have M Endangered 
Spei:'ie! Act aimed at prote(ting 
an creation, But this noble taw. 
used only whea speCies are In 
mortal danger. has gone a5tr8,.. It 
n!,.. conflict. halts pros;ress, over
looks tlle broader goal of ecos)'1
tern health. Too often. it makes 
conservation the bad guy. We 
need leu emergency care, more 
preventative maintenance. We 
n~.... Un. wnatdid you say? 

"One or the eurioul eytdencu
lhal conKrvatiOQ prograin. art! 
IOSht. tht'ir grip is that 'hey have 
uldom resorted to seU
g<wernmnt u • c:-ure (or land 
abust.:' 

eopo 
AJdo. Yl>lfre right Federal gov

ernment has o"eN~xtended itself. 
we can't do it all. ~or $hOtdd we. 
especially 00 pnvate laud \\-here 
we fiod Some of Ollr tougbest chal· ' 
lenges. But' we are finding an
swers, to Texas. we've f<irmed 
partnership!; WIth tanchers to 
sat',", the endangered aplomado 
(alcon. In Wiscuusjn. a utility 
company is helpmg us protect the 
Karner blue buttery. In California. 
we're working with developers to 

safeguard the cout.a~pateatcher. 
I CQuld go on. But today, I want to 
listeD. Wltat do you think? OQ yOll 
have any advtee? 

"The. rule .'thumb h the- land 
should retaillil much of Its origi. 
nal membfnhlp .. 1I (ompatlble 
wltb bUliWl hmd liSt, The land or 
eotJne mil*' be modified but it 
sbuul4 be mocUfltd as gently aud 
a. Uttle at pouible." 

Fair enou,tl. But many land· 
owners - and public land manag
ers, as well - will want to hear 
more. t. there anything you'd like 
to add~ 

"We abuse land b«auK we r~ 
gard it u a ctlmmoolty botlongln, 
ro III. Wileu W~ tee laad: as a com· 
munit)' 10 whicb we belong. we 
may begin 10 use it with loVe and 
respeel, 

"Examlne eacb question in 
tenn. at what J. ell,lcaHy and es
tbetlcall7 rlgbt al well as what Is 
economicaUy nperlient A tbing 
i. right when it lend. to -prese"e 
tbe inleIJ'U)'. mbUlty and be.vlY 
of (he bioOe community. It is 
wrong when 't tends otherwise." 

That sounds wonderful to me. 
but it's sure to raise a ruckus Wlth 
some people. Controveny never 
seemed to bother you, Ald(), 
You've ahyays been a trail 

i 



Aide Leopold 

• 

brelljcer Tet! me wh,a ~ou see 
ahead, 

"I have no ilhuiGns about 'he 
spted or acruracy wid't whlcb an 
t'~loglcal (1)nseien~t un become 
(uru:HonaL It has requirtd l' cen
turies to. denne decent man.to
man ('(Induct and. the procesl- il 
only haJr done; it may take as long 
to t"votyt! a code of de<:eney fot 
man·to·b:nd conduCL In liucb mat.. 
ten we !houJd aOf WO'", &00 
much about anything netl" Ute 
'direction in ~*tj(!h we tnvet·... 

Babbitt i.<!: U.S. secretory afthe
Interior" uopold was a 
to'lUtr'1Xlftornst. professor, tWthel' 
arid plor.ter of the ecology 
movement He was a profenor 01 
wildlife manngement at the 
University a/Wisconsin from 1933 
until hU death'on April 21. 1948. 

....,
, ,, ' 
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EARTH DAY MESSAGE FROM INTERJORSECRETARY BRUCE BABBITT 

Tb. E.durin. VI.lou of Aldo Leopold 

IAido L<opold (1887-1948) was a renowned scientist. scholOl'. teach.r. philosopher and gifted 
wriler. He is often referred to as lhe father ofwildlife ecology. Leopold's writings have had. 
profound impact on Bruce 8a~hilt throughout his political and academic career,) 

AIda-grab a chair. Sil down. Let', talk. 

Today is a good one for camaraderie, for remembering. Fifty y .... ago-April 21, 1948 • you 
left us, snatched away by a hean anacK near your belov.d central Wisconsin fann. BUI you 
dido', di•• Aldo. You are still he.. in spirit. Your book, "A Sand Coun/)' Almanac. " is like the 
great oak ttee you admired.. It grows more magnificent, sows more recruits year after year. We 
.11 walk in its shadows. 

Today also happens to be Earth Oay •• day to commemorate the beauty and uniqueness of 
this majestic planet and reklndl .. our hope for its futuM. Hope i. what you were aboul, Aida. 
Hope is the garden I ,end today. 

Geography mak., il so. As Secretary of the Interior, I oversee more than 440 million acres of 
public land. including 360 national parks and 500 national wildlife refug... [t is a wonderful, 
spectacular and exhilarating job. BUI too often. conflicl is my companion, despair my next door 
neighbor. So m ..... is in tattm. Salmon and steel bead, the grear fish of the Northwest, are 
fading lik. the IMIling ligb!.. [n Montlllla, bison are gunned do_legally. In the Midwest. 
scientists find eyelcu, l.gl...·lIogs-defonned by who-knows-what. Acid rain, acid mine 
drainage, acid politics- I .could go on. Hope i. what gets me through. Hope i. my comp.... 

And you are my North Stat. [can hear .you now. "Th. prattic.. we call conservation are, 10 .. 

large exten~ local alleviations of biotic pain," you said. "They are necessary but they must nol 
be cOoJ\Jsed with cures_" . 

(More) 



·'Examine each question in terms of what is t:thically and esthetically right. as well as what is 
economically expedient. A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability and 
beauty of the biotic community. It is mong when it te:lds otherv,lise," 

-
That sounds wond'erful to me but it's sure to raise a ruckus with some people. ControverSy . . 

never seemed to bother you, Aldo. You've always been a trail blazer. Ten me what you see 
ahead. 

"I have no illusions about the speed or accuracy with which an ecological conscience can 
become functional. It has required nineteen centuries to define decent man·to-man conduct and 
the process is only half done; but may take as long to evolve a code of decency fur man-ta-Iand 
conduct. In such marters we should not worry too much about anything except the direction in 
which we travel." 

-D01

.- \.i 
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The Quiet Revolution to Restore our Aquatic Ecosystems 

Remarks ofJlllerior Secrewry Bruce Babbitt 

The 20th Anniversary ofthe North CorOliM Chapter afThe N(Uure Conservancy 


Chapel Hill, North Carolina, November 6, 1997 


• 
Good evening. I'm pleased to help you mark the Nature Conservancy's anniversary. Our own 
relationship also goes back nearly 20 years when, as Governor. I worked with your Arizona 
Chapter to establish a "natural heritage" program for our state. Prior to that initial 
conaboration I had tended to think of conservation mostly in terms of :scenic landscapes. rather 
than our living heritage of biological diversity. Since tIl,t learning experience, I have had the' 
pleasure of worldng with you on many fronts in our ",mman endeavor to protect the beauty 
and integrity of God's creation. 

Tonight I would like to reflect upon our stewardship of aquwic landscapes: the rivers, lakes 
and wetlands that link and nourish the watersheds we inhabit. Once again it is the Nature 
Conservancy that has sounded the alarm, warning that our freshwater and wetland ecosystems 
are among the world's most i,mperiled. For example, one of your recent publications reports 
the startling news that roughly one third of all fish, two thirds of all crayfish, and three' 
quarters of the bivalve freshwater mussels in America are rare or threalened with extin~tion. 

After five y'''"'s of first hand experience with watersheds throughout the country, I share your 
sense of urgency. We Cannot continue with piecemeal efforu. Instead we must undertake to 
restore entire watersheds, using new methods, creating partnerships and calling for renewed 
public participation. We must undo and reverse ecological damage that has accumulated over 
the years. 

To illustrate both the urgency of our task, and the possibility .of success, I would like to 
discuss several large scale restoration efforts that we have begun in this administration and 
then relate them to efforts underway at many levels allover the country. For I believe that 
watershed restoration is a powerful new idea with the capacity to transform out relation to the 
lands and waters that sustain us. 

• 
This administration began in South Florida because it was the most visible and urgent of many 
impending watershed disasters. Everglades National Park was subsisting on life support in 
urgent need of attention. That life support system, consisting of a few small projects designed 
to pump more water through the desiccated hydrologic arteries of the park, was barely keeping 
the patient alive. With each passing year the natural monitors of the patient's health -- great 
flocks of wading birds, egrets, anhingas, storks, and herons -- had begun to flatline. 

The Everglades were quite simply the victim of a long campaign to "drain the swamps" -
swamps thai once poured their overflow waters south into the Everglades and Florida Bay. 
Draining the swamps was the engineering equi~alent of Ihe medieval practice of treating 
patients by bleeding them. And in the process of severing and bleeding these hydrologic 



arteries, they were draining the very life out of the Everglades. 

Our strategy, to restore the Everglades e<:osystem by reconnecting those hydrologic 
arteries, began by bringing all the Federal agencies together behind a common restoration 
plan. Our able co-leader is the Corps of Engineers, ironically a pioneer in the early efforts to 

de~water tbese same Jandscapes of South Florida. We soon learned, however, that. for 
effeetive watershed restoration, we needed state and local partners. In 1994 the Florida 
legislature at the urging of Governor Chiles passed the Everglades Forever Act which created a 
billioo:dollar fund to clean up the cootaminated agricultural runoff which was causing much of 
that problem. The Florida commitment, backed by an outpouring of public support, prompted 
Congress to legislate support for the largest watershed restoration plan,.ver undertaken . 

• 
Our South Florida restoration effort still has a loog way to go, but we have already learned 
some important watershed restoration rules that should apply here in North Carolina and all 
across the country: 

... First, the most basic lesson is about the nature of water. Water doesn't stay still for 
very long, It is always in motion, from sky to land. across and through the land, out to sea and 
back to sky in an endJess cycle. And that means that you can't efficiently restore just one pi~ 
of a river; to fix anyone pan, you have to consider the whole watershed. 

" Se<:ond, the only way you can fix a watershed is by creating, partnerships -- between 
governments, between landowners large and small, among all the stakeholders on the 
watershed. Just as all parts of a watershed are related, so must all residents of that watershed 
be part of the restoration effort. 

"Third, watershed restoration must be a visible process that captures and holds public,' 
altention. Every community values its native heritage and believes in its future. And they are 
ready to support bold restonltion plans.' 

I have seen lIiese lessons .t work right here in the Tar Heel State. I have rafted down one case 
study in restoration, the French Broad River, a waterfront revival led by the local governments 
• utility company and the state. I endorsed a unique partnership between Nature Conservancy 
and Georgia Pacific Corp. to be co-stewards of a 21,000 acre forest traCt along the Roanoke 
River watershed. I also applaud your efforts in the Rollins Tract of the South Mountains to 
improve trout fishing and ensure local drinking water, supplies through watershed protection of 
the First Broad River headwaters, Across the border in South Carolina, the efforts of the state 
government and private landowners to restore the Ace River Basin provide yet another striking , 
example. 

But however bold your watershed efforts have been so far, however they have,enriched the 
quality of life in your state, they are nothing like what they can be<:ome in the next 20 years. 



For .the large-scale, Federal·State-locaI partnerships demonstrate the full potential of watershed 
restoration. especially its power to capture the public imagination. It can make allies of sworn 
enemies. It can produce funding out of nowhere. It can reverse harmful trends with such speed 
and to sucb a degree that may surprise us. 

Consider tbe Central Valley of California, • basin of complex river s'ystems that, on tbis coast, 
would extend from Ma,sacbu,.n. all the way down to South Carolina. The great campaign 
there was not "drain the swamps," but rather "waterthe desert: As that desert valley bloomed 
into vast tracts of irrigated agriculture, the rivers shriveled and dried up. 

As river. like the San JOaquin disappeared into irrigation canal, the great salmon runs that one 
reached into the foothills of the SierTl! Nevada disappeared. Salt water began to invade the 
delta. Agricultural. drainage laced with selenium killed and disfigured thousands of migratory 
birds at the Kesterson refuge. The water wars continued for half a century, as Californians 
quarreled, unable to resolve the conflicts that divided urban water users to the south, farmer. 
in the Central Valley and fisheries advocates in the north .. 

The watershed restoration of California bears a striking parallel to that In Florida. First the 
Administration put the federal house in order, Then we joined together with state agencies, 
irrigation districts, farmers. environmentalists, and fishermen to negotiate a restoration 
framework - known as the Bay Delta Accord. Coordinating our efforts, Ihe legislature in 
Sacramento placed a restoration bond issue -- also one billion dollars·· on the ballot in 199.6. 

. In a year of austerity, tight budgets, and conservative fiscal policy. .. It passed with ease. 
'Armed with such strong public support, we went together to the Congress which in 1991 
provided m.ltching funds. Th~ result was, again, a massive restoration program to bring 
California rivers and wetlands back to life by dedicating water to restore and maintain stream 
flows. re-watering wildlife refuges, moving levees back so that rivers can flow free across 
their natural floodplain, and screening irrigation canals to protect migrating fish. _ 

• 

That all sounds like a complicated and aften messy political task. But it bolls down ta simple 
and timeless values. Thirty six centuries ago, Emperor Yu of China advised "To protect your 
rivers; protect your mountains." That same rule applies today, To restore our aquatic species, 
let us look beyond the water's edge out onto the land that borders it. For the two are 
inseparable. What happens on that land inevilllbly is reHected in our streams and rivers: 

In the Pacific Northwest: To repleniSh trout, coho, chinook and sockeye salmon we looked 
past the water's edge to create large connective forested buffers along banks of streams and 
tributaries in 14 million acres. 

In Chesapeake Bay: To stop fish kills from a bacteria called pfiesteria, we are offering 

incentives to landowners 10 return the horders of their farms inlo buffers of native lrees and 

vegetation that sop up fertilizers and animal waste before they can drain into river esluaries. 




In the Sierra, Rockies, .and Appala<::hians: TC? replenish native aquatic species in a qu~er of a 
million miles of streams, we match federal funds and land management expellS with local 
private and nonprofit projects to restore the damaged mountains which bleed into them. 

In Western rangelands: To bring back rare native trout and to protect the endangered willow 
flycatcher, we have joined cooperative range partnerships to modify livestock grnzing 
rotations, build riparian fenceS, and replant willows and aspen, now yellowing in the sun. 

• 

The watershed restoration movement is a powerful force, moving in many directions, some of 
them unexpected. One example is the emerging national debate about whether some existing 
dams should be dismantled as part of watershed restoration effollS. 

Until very recently there was not much concern for effects of dams on our natural 
environment. Today. looking back on decades of one-dam-at~a~time river modification, we are 
coming to see the cumulative effects: The Colorado River no longer runs to the sea. Its great 
delta about which Aida L<:opold wrote such moving essays is now a vast dry salt flat. Celilo 
Falls, the most storied of all lodian ceremonial and fishing sites has vanished beneath the 
placid reservoirs of the Columbia. In the Sierra Nevada, the Truckee River was plugged to 
,raise Lake Tahoe an extra ,ix feet. Even in Yosemite, lohn Muir', sacred "Cathedral" they 
dammed the Merced River at Mirror Lake in order to provide visitors with a better reflection 
of Half Dome. 

Only now have we come to appreciate the systemic costs ofbuUding more than 75.000 dams in 
this country in this: century alone. We pay 'these costs in many fonns: The destruction of 
salmon nm, in New England and the West; the crashing ,had and herring runs of the 
Susquehanna; the ~anishing wetlands that sustain migratory birds in the Mississippi Flyway; 
beach erosion in the Grand Canyon; and lost nesting and gathering habitat of sandhill cranes 
and shorebirds along the Platte River in Nebraska. 

For these reasons it is appropriate to think of dams as having a ledger with both benefits and 
environmental costs. And as part of watershed restoration efforts it.is always appropriate to ask 
whether a given dam can be operated in a more river friendly mode, 

The Grand Canyon is one place where we have asked thai question and answerad in Ihe 
affirmative. Last year the Bureau of Reclamation opened the gates and sent a huge surge of 
water, an artificial flood, crashing down Ihrough the Colorado River. The idea behind thai was 
to mimic Ihe natural spring flooding of Ihe pre-dam river so as to stir sediment up and rebuild 
eroded beach habitat downstream in the Grand Canyon. 

And on occasion a careful look at the ledger of costs and benefits may bring us to conclude 
that a dam slwuld simply be removed. 

In 1992 Congress authorized a study of the removal of two small 70-year-Old dams at the 



mouth of the Elwha River. These dams blocked salmon runs of 300,000 from spawning up 70 
miles into the heart of OlympiC National Park. The Park Service, after careful study, has 
concluded that, forgoing a small amount of energy in an area where electric power is now in 
surplus, would be a small price to pay for restoring one of our great national parks to its 
pristine state. where the streams are agai_n swarming with wild salmon, providing food and 
sustenance for bears, bald eagles, raptors and of course, for the human spirit. 

• 
In the final an~ysis, however, the restoration of our streams and watersheds lies in the hands 
of communities of the people who live and work on that watershed. And there are more and 
more examples of people coming together, gathering the stakeholder groups such as farmers, 
woodland owners, power companies, local indu'stries, developers and environmentalists to 
begin the process of lool::ing first into their river, with fresh eyes in a different light, then 
following that water as It moves up through its tributaries and out across the landscape to ask: 
How do we restore a healthier watershoo'} What can we do to improve it? 

President Clinton, in his State of the Union address, announced his intention to designate ten 
Americans streams as National Heritage Rivers. His purpose is to recognize outstanding effortS 
by local communities who come together to reclaim their river heritage by restoring 
waterfronts, cleaning up rivers t protecting riparian zones, replenishing fisheries and managing 
watersheds to maintain healthy waters. 

By his Heritage Rivers initiative, President Clinton is reminding us that local communities and 
individual citizens are the moving spirit of watershed restoration. Americans are once again 
awakening to the connection between their communities and the natural environment. We are 
once again gathering by the waters, seel::ing renewal of land and spirit. All of our rivers are 
Heritage Rivers •• they flow through our lives and our history as surely as they flow from 
highland to tidewater. And in that process we are discovering that we have the power to forge 
a new and more respectful relation with God's creation. . . 
Thank you. 
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STATEMEN.T OF SECRETARY OFTHE INTERIOR BRUCE BABBITT 0:-: THE 

DEATH OF ~IOLLIE BEATTIE 


Dirt.tor of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, September 10. 1993 - June 5. 1996 


Last night, we lost Mollie Beattie after her valiant one~year struggle against brain cancer. 
She lived her life every moment, never losing her clarity or her sense of humor even as she said 
goodby~ to those she loved most who were at her side. Mollie is truly one·ofthe bravest, 
strongest people i have ever known, 

Mollie's legacy at the Depanment of the Intenor can never be taken from us. The first 
woman ever to head the ageney, .he walked into the U.S. Fi.h & Wildlife Service in 1993 
determined to make it the strongest protector of America's wild creatures and the finest steward 
over America's National Wildlife ReNges and, in the process, to prove that the Endangered 
Speeies Act eould work well for this country. 

Even in the tragically.shortened time as Direttor, she accomplished all these things. She 
fought fiereely against the force, that sought to weaken the mission of our wildlife refuge•. to gut 
the Endangered Species Act, or to tum the light. off on good science through funding cuts. She 
·gave those working for the Service higher moral~ greater professionalism and a dearer sense of 
purpose, beeause they knew she would battl. for needed resources from Alaska to the 
Everglades. . 

She made the Endangered Species Act work better for the protection of species, and at 
. the same time reJcindted enthusia$m for conservation: from the toughest Marines at Camp 
Lejeune, to the hundreds of landowners working with us on habitat plans, to the millions of 
anglers ..,d hunters who support her goal of abundant, sustainable fish and wildlif<>populat;ons 
As a result of her efforts. Americans everywhere have joined in support for conserving their own 
landscapes and open 'pac.. and in suppoi1 of the Act. 

It is in these creatlJres she loved $0 much where I believe we \\oil1 sense her spirit with .uS.. 

In the fierce, proud eyes of the wolf packs at Ye!lowstone that she personally helped to return. In 
the distant plumes ofgrey whales migrating along their ancient routes from the equator to the 
Arctic. In the soaring flight ofbaJd eagles returning from the brink ofextinction to waters wbere 
they have not been seen in decades. In the sound of the grizzlies returning to forests they had 
long abandoned. In every place where wild creatures have a place to feed and raise their young. 

. My deepest sympathy today goes to her husband and family. I hope they have taken 
comfort in the outpouring of affection for Mollie that has been shown by so many in this 
Depanment, in the Congress, and indeed throughout America during these tinal weeks Let us 
resolve to honor her memory by reflecting in ourselves her integrity and coutage. She will be 
greatly missed. 
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Gerald. thank you very much. It's a great pleasure to join you this moming. 

I waS a linle late coming over. and I was thinking as I made up my notes, you know, I've been 
here. it's my sixth year as Sec:-etary of the Interior. I've become a piayer in this to,""'O. 

[Laughter. ) 
And 1was thinking, you know, I"ve really changed across this last six years. I admit I've become 

a shameless name dropper. 
[Laughter.J 

I hadn't wanted to drop a lot of names, but I do know Mark Van Putten. I know Gerald Barber, 
ami I know a lot ofyou, 
My name is Secretary,.

[Laughter.] 
It does cause me some, problems. I was at an airline couo!er the other day and the attendant 
looked at me and said, just out of curiosity, just what does your boss give you on Secretaries 

Day? 
[Laughter. J 

Enough. Enough. 
You know. itls not fair to put me on after Marie.. That's quite an act to follow. And you're going 
to hear from me some of the same themes that t when I arrived here, not late, but early, that I 

heard Mark refer to. Because we've in fact had a number ofdiscussions over the last few months 
about the new directions that we need to begin formulating as we exit the 20th century and stand 

on the threshold of the next century. 
I was thinking of it yesterday, when I met with the Inter-Tribal Bison Cooperative, and your 

leadership. to discuss a really difficult. contentious and important issue~ which is of course the 
restoration ofblson. not only in Yellowstone, ~ut elsewhere across this country. I listened as a 

member of the Winnebago Tribe explained to me with great passion, he said, "You must 
understand how we view this animal. A bison is not just livestock to be slaughtered and 

domesticated. The bison is a gift from God." 
We grew up across mHlennia on this landscape with that animal. And it's not livestocK. [t has 

a.djusted ,md co-evolved on this landscapet and we respect and honor that animal. And we hope 
that the day will come in America when all Americans will feel that way. 

{['s an issue I'm going to come back to, because the restoration of the bison is an enormous 
challenge and a very difficult problem. 

As for the wolf, which Gerald mentioned in his introduction, we had a great partnership with the 
National Wildlife Federation in the process ofre-introducing the wolf to yellowstone. Tom 
Dougherty was in on that all the way on your behalf, and it was and is. remarkable success. 

People have asked me, ~'VI'el1. what about this judge who said. now that the restoration is 
succe"..fuI, I'm going to order the Secretary ufthe Interior to take them all out?" I read that 

order .. I was sort of amused to' see that the judge, (he apparently has children at home), after he 
had issued the order, he unilaterally went back to court and wrote a little correction, saying. I've 

ordered him to take the biso" out ofYeIlowSlone, but I didn't teIl him to kill them. . . 

.. 
' .. 



And I thought 'Ad!. okay, so v.:h;n are we going :0 do'? WdL tbere was a suggestion thllt we 
should send them back to Canada. \Vt!IL we called the Canadians. I mean. I respect our judicial 
system. and if the judge says take them out, r thought. rolAe him an obligation to see what [ can 

do. 
I called :he Canadi3:i1!>. and they said. look. ",...e gave you those wolves and we don't want them 

• • back. 

. (Laugh'er.] 
Somebody else said. well. maybe 'he judge had in mind 'aking 123 wolves •• by 'he way. while 
this argumen't goes On. they are increasing and multiplying, and there will soon be 500. [ think. 

Somebody suggest~d we could send them out to zoos. So I called the American Zoological 
Society and said. we've got 123 wolves, going on to 500, What do you think? They said. no. our 

. 'zoos have' plenty of wolves. we're overflowing with wolves. 
So let me just say this, Having put those wolves in YeUowstOne, there is no way that they're 


leaving on my watch.. 

[Applause.] 


So where do we go from here? I think that as you climb a mountai~ it's often very helpful. as . 

you to look toward the top. the summit, it's helpful on occasion to look back and get your 


direction and your bearing by looking at where we've come from. 

\Vhat we've done in the 20th century, we, you, all orus together in the conservation movement, 

is make an unprecedented success ofa concept called preservation. We created a national park 


system without parallel in the world. a vigorous and still expanding national wildlife refuge 

system. wilderness areas, marine sanctuaries. wild and scenic rivers, 


But even as we create these protected areas, we are now beginning to understand that it's nO,t 

enough, That parks and refuges cannot survive as islands in a landscape which is continually 


being fragmented an~ degraded. The idea that maybe we could somehow honor our obligation to 

nature by fenc~ng off the back 40 and saying, now we can just do as we please with the rest of the 


landscape. effectively segmenting it. is not the way ecosystems work. And ultimately, at the 

threshold of this nex:tcentury. we're coming full drcle. face to face with ourselves. and we must 


ask, "how is it ~ we manage and protect and restore, not just specific places. but the entire 

landscape. and how do wC'ieam to live in equiHbriutn with the wildlife on that landscape?" 


YeliowSlO"e is a powerful symbol of the problem. I've already mentioned the res,o,",ion of the 

wolf. I'm going to come back to the crisis involving the bison, 


Yellowstone is an island. It's a nicely maintained and very large national park. continually under 

threat from without h's not the problem within. It's a gold mine on a mountain jus~ outside the 


Park called the New World Mine, which fortuna'ely we have now managed to purchase. But 

there will be more of those klnds ofthreats. 


I,'s geothermal development. Some bright people down in the Yellowstone Valley say, we can 

produce geothermal power~ without regard to the obvious hydrologic connection to the geysers 


which are the symbol of Yel!owSlon. National Park. 
The clear cutting on the Targee Forest, immediately to the west in Idaho, has had devastating' 

impacts upon the grizzly, Because you understand that grizzlies cannot surv\ve in a light. 

fragmented, human-domina,ed habitat. that they need space. Many species need ,hat old growth. 


.'l.nd the roads are. incompatible with that. 

The bison crisis that we have.been working on together perhaps illustrates this issue more 


dramatically than any ofthe other problems. Wha"s happening, simply, and you all know. is an 




Amcri"':3n [r~gt;riy, Last winter. the bison. moving in an agewold m:gratory pattern to I!scape a 
hlCavy \vimer on Ihe high areas of Yellowstone. began moving dO\\TI tlie YICliowstone River. . 

Bison, by lhe way, don't read maps. They don't know where the park boundary is, They know in 
_ their evolutionary trajectory that they need low c:levauon forage. 

And 1.000 bison wet'e' shot dead and slaughtered for tbe crime of not being able to read a map. 
~ and for stepping across that boundary. 

Now, that poses a qut;stion for us. As we look at these entire landscapes. are we going to be . 
satisfied to say that national parks are ~Qthjng except large zoos in which we pen up animals and 

fence them out, feed them artificially in the winter and say, tbat's the best we can do? And that 


v,.iidlife is going to be denied access to any other area? 

What's the problem? WeU, ('m going to come back to that and make some suggestions abom 


what we can do about at The problem is that we cannot fragment this landscape endlessly and 

push wHdlife. off into a few places that are convenient for us. so that the degradation and over-use 


of adjacent landscapes can continue without any inconvenience. 

Now. let me leave Yellowstone for just a moment, although I will be back, and talk about briefiy 

i'hat r think are some new ways of looking at landscapes and habitat. Then ('U come to what it i,s 


I think we need to begin in the way of an agenda fOf, the next century. 
The n~w ways of (ootting at the landscape speak inevitably of ecosystems, ofhabitat and of . 

restoration. We've learned that in a very publiG and I think very productive way in the 

Everglades. When I came to this- office. I went to the Everglades, And ofcourse. what [ found 


was a national paxk in distress, with the wading birds disappearing. the water drying up, an 

enonnous crisis. 


It wasn't because of a faUure of the National Park Service, It's because the waters and the natural 

cycle of the seasons that keep that great sheet.flow moving aU the way across south Florida into 


Florida Bay had been fragmented and broken up and interrupted. The problem wasn't in lhe 

park. the problem was 200 miles upstream. along the Kissimmee River. where the integral water 


flows had been chopped up and diverted and dredged and diked and drained, 

And we finally had to come to grips with the simple reality, that is. to save the Everglades, we 

must restore the river of grass, the ecosystem that begins in the headwaters of the Kissimmee 


River outside Orlando and flows clear down into Florida Bay. And I am pleased to acknowledge 

that the public is responding. that there's an intuitive understanding of this concept. if we will just 


.get up there and talk concretely and in an iHustrative way about the possibilities, 

We're now seeing this at the opposite end of the country in the central valley of California. The 

Say Delta system that cuJ.m.inates in the flows of the San Joaquin and the Sacramento into San 

Francisco Bay is collapsing. The salmon runs are disappearing, and at last; we are beginning to 


ask the right questions, which is. not what do we do on that 40 acres or not what do we do on that 

tributary, but how can we rebalance the entire Bay Delta watershed. which extends from the 


Oregon border to the outskirts of Los Angeles. 

And that process is now underway, with a lot of support from the state government, with the 


leadership of yourselves and the environmental movement. It's a brand new vision with . 
enonnous consequences. Because it talks about how we find an equilibrium and how we balance 


Ihe kinds of human uses that Mark spoke ofand which are.a reality. But we can surely be 

invent! ve enough to live on the land without the relentless destruction of the ecosystems that 


sustain us, 

This was the idea behind the flood release at Glen Canyon a year and a half ago. The beaches in 




the Grand Canyon were disappeJIing, And it didr.'t take long to figure out that tho~t be3~hl!s. 
along with the willows. the riparian habitat. the wi:low fly capture, the native fish. were bl:!ing 

jeopardized because there was a dam. not in the park. but upstream. which had altered the 
sedimcn.!. life~giving qualities of the big flood stages that used to come through the Grand 

- Canyon every spring. 
With that flood release. u..e learned that the art or'restoration has many facets, and that there are 

many imaginative possibilities, The flood release at Glen Canyon was simply saying, r~uher than 
operating that dam like a toilet howl, flushing it up and down every day for the convenier.ce of 

power users in Los Angeles, we could operate it to mimic. ifnot perfectly. very substantially, the 
onnual flood flows which pUI Ihe sediment down and rebuild the beaches. 

[ was down on the Noose River in North Carolina last week. It wasn't last week. I guess it's now 
about a month. It was really exciting. We went out there with sledge hammers in our hands and 

took them to a dam structure. 
[Laughler, applause.] 

1want to tell you, we didn't finish it that day. 
[Laughler.] 

But there was a wrecking baH CO"1ing in right behind us. 
And in the process, we opened up nearly )00 miles of really good fish spawning habitat on the 
Atlantic Coast. and with no real toss of generation or water supply capacity, beeause we figured 

out a better way to do it. And there are many more opportunities like that. 
Many of you have probably been following the emerging changes in fire ecology. That's 

important. because restoring fire to the landscape is a powerful way of renewing the landscape, 
restoring forest healtlt and bringing back species. plant and animal, that have been crowded by 
our failure to understand and, to use Mark's words, manage in the right way by acknowledging 
that our presence has change4 these ecosystems, and that we have an obligation not just to walk 

away from them. to think carefuHy about the act and the art of restoration. 
Now, the fact is,that if we're going to do this kind of restoration. if we're going to see it.whole 

and look across these entire systems, we're going to have to do business in a new way, because 
. we're going to need partners. I'm in charge of Yellowstone. proudly. Those wo~ves are sleeping 

well.t night, beeause they know Bruce Babbin i. in charge. 
[Laughter.J 

But I'm not in charge of the forage in the (ower Yellowstone River Valley, That land is under the 
jurisdiction of the State of Montana And that's not going 10 change. 

And what thal drives us to is that your roots and your contacts and your power at the state level 
are more imponant nOW than ever. Because if we're going to see it whole, we're going to have to 
power up the.., relationships between federal, state, local. private, non-profi~ public and build a 

consensus, and blueprints that we can aU act on. 
Th. reason those bisOn are being slaughtered as tltey cross this imaginary line relates 10 habitat 

and land use conflicts across tlte boundary. It relates to plans 10 build condominiums right in the 
, migration path down the Yellowstone River. It relates to the fearS and apprehensions of 
livestock growers-who. including my own family. who generations ago sort ofgot in their head a 

model which said tltat livestock operations are incompetible witlt compeling forage animals. 

incompatible with pre&tors. and all of a sudden we saw an impoverished western range in which 


there wasn't room for bobcats, wolves. lynx, eagles, elk. bison. 

And those issues are going to have to be addressed in a powerful kind of way. You're already 
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doing ~hat \~ ith the Inter-Tribal Bison Cooperative. And (just w:mt to emphasiz~ that that :nust 

continue. b~cuuse we cannot do it alone, It's'going ;0 take a. ;ot of public support, and 1 applaud 


your efforts wi[h ~he bison. 

The!'e are,r::.,any, many other examph:s. we all have them. of this Issue of habitat fragmentation. 


and the urgent neetho begin seeing it whole and moving our restoration efforts through and 

.. across all of the lines on the map. 

I'd like to finish with three suggeS!lons about what it is you need (0 be doing as you go'back to 
your individual 'states. And I make these suggestions because they're centered on state issues, 

because we have not done a good job of kind of powering up a federal-state partnership. 

I'm going to give you three examples to think about. The firs~ one, and this is going to be 

familiar to you, you've spotted this issue way ahead of most peopie, is state fish and game 


commissions, State fish and game commissions have a wonderful and vital role in the 

management of wil41ife in this country. They grew up dealing with game and with sport fishing 


and we, invented,through Dingel-Johnson and its predecessors, Wallen-Brough and its 

predecessors. a powerful system of revenue sharing which has produted really extraordinarily' 


, good game management and sport fish managemenr. 
We now deal out to the Fish and Wildlife Service $200 million a year for game managernentlo 


state commissions. $300 million a year for sport fisheries through state game commissions. 

'Wbat's missing? The management of non~game species. These commissions are financed 


through the federal revenue sharing and through user fees. And they are, in ,most states; severely 

restrained in their ability to join with us in the management of non-game species. including 


endangered sPecies, 

That's something we've got to correct. We must find a way to broaden and increase revenue 

sharing at the fc:deralleve!. so that we can lnvite state fish and game conunisslons in as equal 


partners in the management of the endangered species law and these other laws. 

We do it with other environmental laws. That's the framework of the Clean Water Act, the Clean 


Air At!, delegation out to states by federal standards and grants to finance a vigorous 

partnership, We're not going to have really good, powerful habitat-based management un.il we 


can bring our pa!1I1ers up. bulk them up, and make it happen, . ' 
Now. a second piece, which we really urgently need to make this federal-state partnership across 


jurisdictional boundaries and across ecosystems really work, is more attention to state 

endangered species laws. We have made a major effort in the last five years to breathe life into 


the Endangered Species Ac~ to show that it can work, and to deal with landscapes through 

habitat conservation plans. safe harbor agreements. conservation agreements. an kinds of 


mechanisms. 

But what..., find is that if the state. don'" have the resources and the authoriling legislation. 

we',.. doing it in isolation, and it's a lot harder, BecaUS!' ultimately, ..."e can't get ontO large, 


landscapes without tbese kinds of pa!1I1erships, ' 
The one place we've really, really made it work. there are a number of states where we made 
progress. but the one ,th'1 really works i, California, And the reason is thilt California has an 

Endangered Species Act which empowers local tommunities to join in the land use planning that, 

is essential to adjust our presence on the hind,cape, Land use planning is not a federal function. 


and it never will be. It's a state and local function. 

Ar'td California has empowered its commwrities to join with us in habitat conservation plans that 

you now see in so many areas. most notably, 'really an extraordinary effort that is now going on 




from Los Ang":ltis [0 S~n Diego. across that whole coastal plain. And ',.I.e need to import those 
succ:!ss<!'s into cur stales. 

('m confident it cal"\ be done. The remarkable thing about the ones in southern Caiifomia is that 
the people who are taking credit for them are all Republicans. 

- [Laughter. I 
That'S fine. There's enough to go arQund. 1 keep saying to those mayors and county supervisors. 
let's bring some of this Republican medicine to Capitol Hill. educate your leaders up here. they 

haven't quite heard the message yet, 
Now, lastly. a word about the Land and Water Conservation Fund, You all know about that. rve 
heard trom some of you in recent months. calling me up and saying. "Bruce. how come tliere's no 

. longer any state share in the Land and Water Conservation Fund?" 
And my response is. the Land and Water Conservation Fund is withering away, It WaS put 


together by President Kennedy and one of my predecessors, Secretary Udall. They authorized 

$900 miHion a year in appropriations from offshore oil revenues, which have skyrocketed across 


the last 30 years. 

But Congress doesn't appropriate the money. And that's the reason that this program has 


dwindled. It's an important program. because ifwe're looking at ecosystems, we're going to find 

critical pieces of habitat that need to be devoted exclusively to the protection of endangered 

species, to migratory pathways. wetlands for waterfowl, winter forage for bison. and in some 


cases, the best way to do that is to purchase the land outright. 

That ought to be a federal and state venture, joined together with power and'revenue sharing to 

'he Land And Waler Conservation Fund. I happened '0 think of that las' week. because I didn't 

say much about these things when we had a budget deficit. Because I understood that it \<I(asn't 


realistic, 

You know wha' they did last week? They added S10 billion a year of new money '0 build what? 

Roads. Roads, Sort of for better or for worse, chopping up more habitat. Now, if they can add 


$10 billion a year for roads -
(Tape change.l 


Okay. but you get the idea. Tho.. are things that we can do together. 

Lastly, 1 just want to track across a couple of Mark's statements about this vision thing. It's 


enormously important that we raise our level ofexpectations. 

when it comes to restoration. it's kind ofhard to do. Because we aU te~d. every one of us. to 


think kind of intuitively that i(s always been kind of like it is now, I go back across the scenes of 

my boyhood in nonhem Arizona. and only now, years later, begin to understand that what I 


always took for granted is the way it always was. It wasn't even c195e to the great, huge, 

fragrant. ponderosa pine forests. teeming with elk and grizzlies and wolves in a vast panorama 


, like what Lewis and Clark saw, 
We need to visualize+ to exercise our lmag'inations. to think of what CaIl,be. and understand the 

power of those visions and to apprecia.te how it is that as we set about that task of restoring 
wildlife and ecosystems. we are 'in truth restoring the human spirit. proving that we can have a 

, vision of living in harmony with God's creation. 

Thank you very much. 


[Applause,1 


http:apprecia.te


Gerald Barber: 

The Secretary has graciously agreed iO a question and answer senes, So if you wish to ask a 


question. there is a microphone in the Center of the room, Would you please approach the 

micropha.ne. stat:.:...elease, your name and the state you represent. Then ask your question, 


Craig Thompson 

Secretary Babbitt. I'm Craig: Thompson from the State ofWyomlng, You mentioned in your 


remarks about, impoverished western range. which is a hot button for me. Vlhen are we going to 


see range reform that really matters on the ground? 


Secretary Barber: 
Gosh -

[Applause.1 
I've overstayed my welcome. I've given a large speech, (just realized ( had to go, 

[Laughter.J 
[ speak. having shed some blood and been battered pretty badly on these issues. We just got to ' 

keep after it. We're making progress. Not much in some places. a lot more in others . 
.And I have a few things to offer, \\There we've made the most progress is where we have 

managea to get these consensus groups active at the local level. Now, I can't cite a lot of success 
in Wyoming. We're going to keep working at it. 

,J can cite, ( think, important success in places like the west slope of Colorado. eastern Oregon. 
Trout Creek Mountai~ the areas down the Havapui Border, Lynne's group down in southwestern 

Arizona. 
There are Other encouraging signs, In Oregon. the state is now moving on water quality and 

riparian standards. In the southweS4 the Endangered Species Act is now giving rise to 
consultations on riparian areas:, and l just hope we 'can bulldoze our way ahead. 

1 wish we (:ould get a resour<.:e advisory council moving in Wyoming. It's the one state where we 
don't have one. 

Jerry McCollum: 

Good morning, Mr. Secreraty. ['m Jerry McCollum ofthe Georgia Wildlite Federation. [want 

to ask a question that can give you a HttIe relief from the first 'question. maybe. Some people in 

this roo~ yesterday wanted to know from us, the Georgia Federation. about the needed c'oalition 


in opposition to the Dupont Mine at the Okefenokee. We've had that discussion "'ith several 

individual., "bout the great partnership with Brw:e Babbitt and Zell Miller and the Board of 


Natural Reso=. in Georgi. and the Georgi. Wildlife Federation and many others sumding in 

opposition to that mine. , 

And we've agreed to sit at a table, a collaborative table with Dupont. essentially until they come 
to their Stmses. But I think it would be extraordinary for them to hear some of what you had to " 

say on trus. 

Se<:retary Babbitt: 

Great. You all know about the issue at Okefenokee. Basically. the Okefenokee is more like the 


Everglades than the Everglades. It is a fabulous resource. 

The Okefenokee reality is created by an old sea Hne. a ridge representing an old shore line, 


http:micropha.ne


Th~re is in the sand titanium dioxide. And Ii's being mined dov.n to the wuth :l!1d other p!o.ces. 

if YOll want to see what the neighbor would look like, ail you have to do is go down into Florida 


;lnd look at what they're doing. 

Now, r wem.down and looked at it, and [asked, r had two observations, first of all, I said, wbat 

is titanium dioxide wed fQ,r, you know, am I going to imperil national sec~.!y. titanium kind of 


50Ullded like that. I thought, oh. God, here we go. 

Welt it turns out that titanium dioxide is used as a whitener for the filling in Oreos and for 


toothpaste. And I thought, well, okay, we'd 'better keep going on this, 

[laughter.J 


) went up and looked at the proposal. and I Simply said. on behalf of this Administration, we are 

opposed.. unconditionally, to that kind of strip mining on the margin of Oketenokee },jational 


. Wildlife Refuge. Period. 
[Applause.) . 

Now, we had a great response from people in Georgia. the Governor. the Atlanta Constirution. 

Georgia Wildlife Federation. And there have been some discussions going on with Dupont We 


have chosen not to participate, because. and I think those discussions: can be useful. But the 

reason we chose not to participate is because I said, look~ I'm ag'in' it, there ainjt nothing to talk 


about. 

I'm a pretty reasonable guy. We do a lot of negotiating. But on this. one, the answer is no, We're 


against it. 


Bill Sayer: 

Secretary Babbitt, J'm Bill Sayer, with the Conservation Council fur Hawaii. Hawaii is a minute 

few dots in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, and we have 50 percent of the endangered species in 


the United States. We're very concerned about attacks on the Endangered Species Act. and 

specifically the Senate legislation which rbelieve you support. 'I'd like to have some of your 


views on that subject 


Secretary Babbitt: 

Did you all hear the question? I was kind of waiting for that one. 


[Laughter.) 

Well, let me ease into it with just a couple of remarks about Hawaii. Hawaii is. for those of you 

who follow E.O. Wilson in his issue ofisiand Biogeography. the fauna and flora of Hawaii have 

evolved in more isolation than any other place in the world, because it is the largest significant 


island mass which is most distant from any continental mass. It has given rise to an 

extraordinary profusion of adaptive radiation. radiating kind ofevolution. 


And we've got an enormous crisis in Hawaii. because of the exotics. plants.and animals. they're 

just devastating the island. Because it evo~ved in isolation. and free from all of the competitive 


pressures ofexotic species. I just want to say. tt is something we are working on ver)' 
intensively~ because it is the most urgent endangered species issue in the country. 

Where am I on the Kempthome-Chafee bill? I'll try not to speak at length, but I do want to have . 
. you hear my thoughts on this. 

When we came to office in 1993, the endangered species debate, frankly. we were losing it We 
were getting killed because of the gridlock in the Pacific North".'t. Our predecessors had not 

tried to make the Act work. Every time there was a controversy, they would say, this 



COnlr;)Versy proves that t:,e Ac~ doesn't \'.,ork. And since we know the Act doesn't \\:ork. \V';;'~e 

not going to try to make \t work. W..:(}l let the judges do it 
And the controversy centered in the northwest. sort of just totally out of hand. 

So we Cal11k to office and said, we're going to make this Act work, h's got a lot of possibility, 
And in short order. tv! put up the safe harbor provisions:. which you're probably famillar with. 

We began moving pre-listing conservation agreerr:ents. We took the habitat conservation plans. 
there had been precisel), 14 of them done in 20 years. And to date, we've done 200 and 'we're on 

our way to 4QO, which has I think created much of the discussion. 
Now, ('1\ stand by those any time. anywhere. You look at the ones we've done with the timber 

companies in tbe riorthwest, with southern California, Georgia in the south. the really wonderful 
examph:s of how we're doing with the red cockaded woodpecker. They've been an enormous 

success. 
\vnen they started drafting an endangered species biB, [ went to the sponsors, and I said. the first 
thing you've got to do is incorporate our innovations into the legislation and we're not going to 

make any retreats from the existing taw. 
A bill came out of committee which is pretty darned good. It's not perfect. The reason that I 

participated in that process, arid the reason that I've h~d kind words to say about that bill is. we 
have, by that bill in the SelUlle, moved the threshold of the debate all the way up here, to the 

point that the best is the enemy of the pretty good. 
Now, I'm not making a pitch for you to support this bill. What r want you to wtderstand is. we've 

corne a long way. That bill's got a lot of good stuff in it. And it's come a tot further than 
anybody ever would have imagined. 

It is a good starting point. And we ought to get it out on the floor of the Senate and get some 
debate and see ifwe can improve it. 

It's important to get this Act :reauthorized, in my judgment. People say, well, why do· you need 
it? You're doing such a great job with it, why bother with reauthorizing? The answer !s. we've 

got to address the reauthorization issue while we've got the high ground, These things are 
working out there on the landscape. We're putting together approaches which, who knows 

, , whether they'll las!. ' 
Maybe Jim Watt will come back to be Secretary of the Interior. What "ill happen then, without 

a legislative framework for these kinds ofreforms? . 
[Laughter.) 

Am I capable of giving a ,hort answer, I don'l know. Let me try. 

Gerald Barber: 

Welre going to have one more question. 


Susan Peterson: 

Mr. Secretary. my n.ame is Susan Peterson. with Texas Committee on Natural Resources. And 


mine is a sort ofa segue from that about habitat conservation plans. I wanted to make the 

comment that habitat conservations are vour vision Qfthe future. but for some of them that have
• 
come out have been more of the vision of the past that you described as saving the 40 acres and 


everything else just be damned, almost develop il al will. 

I was wondering about the elements 'of safe harbor and elements of no surprises.· Are those 


elements that are positive towards the recovery of the species? 




Secretary BabbItt: 

We!L [ reulfy should have left. 


[Laughter·l 

This is..f1 Texas asking a question about aren't we giving up babitat when we do habitat 


conservation plans. ann't we in fact authorizing the de'struc:rion of some habjtat. And the answer, 

.,. of cOl.Use. is yes. 

If you go to the outskirts: of Austin, Texas, you can See a plan that r think illustrates wby these 
are successful and the reality that she talks about. Austin, Texas, is growing like crazy. It's 

metastasizing all over the landscape. 
There are a couple ofendangered birds up on the Bakonies Highlands to the west. The land is 

all private. 
Now, !fwe simply say. there are endangered species. there will be no development. what do you 
think's going to happen? Well. bear in mind that private property owners are protected in some 

measure by the Fifth Amendment of the Constitution of the United Stales. And you can't simply 
say by federal mandate, the (50,000 acres of privately owned here is off limits to development.' 
That is an invitation to the disintegration of this whole system. Because the courts will never 

allow us to regulate land that way. And they shouldn't. 
So the habitaf conservation plan is a way of saying. in exchange for a reasonable development 
p[an. which will allow you to realize a reasonable economic return on your property, you can 
develop X percent of it. provided you mitigate by releasing the balance. ~d in many cases, 

buying habitat elsewhere. 
In addition. in Austin. we set up a national wildlife refuge. We understand that there needs to be 
federal money - remember the land and Water Conservation Fund to buy critical habitat? We 

set up a wildlife refuge to address a piece of it. 
But there's not enough money in this town to buy every piece efland. So that's why we have to 

make these tradeoffs, 
Now, they have to he biologically sound. and I helieve they are. Can we dn henet seience, step 
up monit()ring? The answer is yes. We're willing to do that. We're learning. This stuffs never 

been done in hi~tory, This is the concept behin~ the President's forest plan. We've set aside 
seven million acres of old growth reserves to protect the spotted owi and spawning salmon. 

Seven million acres. 
Now. in the course of doing that. you know. you're going to make some stipulations about what 
the private property owners can do with their laitd. And what you say to them is, you.'ve got to 
change your timber practices. youtve got to adopt longer rotations, keep a mosaic of old growth 

moving across the landscape over time, set up stream buffers. 
But if we say, no more timher cutting, they will he in the United States Supreme Court with a bill 
and if the bill i. nol paid promptly, we may see the disintegration of this whole thing, That's 

I'll give it to you with the bark off. That's what we're uying to do, is navigate a very tortuous and 
important path hetween constitutionally protected propeny rights and an overriding national . .'

interest in p~rving habitat. 
Thank you very much. 

[Applause.] 

.' 
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Thank yelu, This has been a truly extraordinary progression over the last few weeks and 

months, I just want all of you to know how much I appreciate the notes, words of 

encouragement, the employees of the Department who have come up to me" .saying 

'We're with you. We're in this together,' offering words of encouragement. 


I had that by phone, by notes, in person, on street corners, in 

airports, again, and again, and again. I want to tell you it really makes a difference. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you, (Applause) 


Now I know that these are strange times, There is a corrosive, antagonistic, bitter, 

combative cunura that has settled over this town. And hera we Bra. I must express my 

puzzlement and amazement at whafs going on hera, because for the last four months 

we have been, in varying degrees, the subject of an inquiry by a Senate investigating 

committE,e, a House investigating committee, backed up by endless document requests 

in which we have produced every scrap of paper from every comer of this Department, 

followed by an inquiry by the Justice Department and the FBI. All the participants in the 

decision"making process have been interviewed, deposed, harassed, testified multiple 

times, a~ld it goes on, 


I think you lira all entitled to ask what is it that has created this extraordinary kind of 

situation, whera the facts are not enough. Thafs the bottom line, the facts are not 

enough, We've taken the posittonfor the past thrae months that we have put all the 

facts out·They ara out. They've been oul, again, and again, and again. 


But the bo~l/ne is that in the cu~ure of this town, at this time, we happen to be in the 

intersection ahoma strange, strange times in which many members of the press will 

not take the facbIr- deten'!lined to say "We have a point of view which is not going to 

be altered by the facts in any way: There are people on Capital Hill, more typically I 

suppose than the press, taking that position as well, thai 'We will not be swayed by the 

facts: 


Wett, here we are, Hera I am, And heraI'm going to stay. (Applause) 



Sure it has not been the easiest time of my life. It's not been easy for (George) Sk,bine 
and (Tom) Hartman and ... and all Ihe others who have been hauled up to the Hill again, 
and again, and again and raked over the coals. Someth,ng really is out of whack in th.s 
system of QlJrs, where we simply say the facts will not suffice and we will pile one 
investigative processon lop of another and we'll just keep going endlessly on and on. 

" 

Clearly, the times are out of sync and so is the system. But let me say to you as I point 
that out, that I have absolute confidence in the uttimate resufi in our system -as tangled 
up as it gets,' as difficult and as unfettered as it can be- I have no question at all about 
the ability of our system to produce, in the end, abSolute vindica~on for this Department 
and me. (Applause) . 

And I can tell you it has been tempting at times to throw it all up and say, you know, "To 
hell with it; its not worth it, I'm going home," But I never will because I am bound and 
determined to stay with you and vindicate this Department and this process -that you 
made in this case the right decision in the light way for the right reaoono, And I'm here 
and I'm going to fight this out to the bitter end, And we will be vindicated, (Applause) 

OK, so what do we do from here? Number one, obviously, it is my intention to 
cooperate with every investigator, every person, I know you all will too, We will do 
everything within our power to continue to be transparent, open, to reaffirm what we've 
done from day one. That is to say, the facts, The facts, We will always be offering the 
facts for the second, third, fourth, fifth time because the facts will vindicate us . 

. Now, secondly, and importantly, we owe it to this Administration and to the American 
people not to be distracted by what I. going on, ute io not always fair. Everyone goes 
through limes in life when things don't go exactly right Sometimes you're in an 
intersection at the wrong time and the wrong place, and you get broadsided through no 
fault of your own, 

We've all been through those experiences in life, The important thing, of course, is not 
to be distracted -to get up, look life in the eye, and say 'We're here for a reason." 
We're here devoting a large por1ion of our lives and our talents because we believe that 
what we do in public service in this Department does make a difference . 

. I'd like to remind you Ihatoverthe last five or six years, we've really made and begun a 
brand new chapter in conservation, In resource history, If you'll allow me a minute or 
two, I'd like to explain because this Department for 150 years has been sort of caught 
between two polar beliefs, One is that our God-given resources on Ihis continent, In this . 
country, are ready to be used indiscriminately, and used and used up, And another 
view saying that we have a deeper ethical obligation to lake care of creation. 

I think what we've done in the last five-going-on six years is say "There's a better way of 
living on this landscape." We can make regulatory environmental laws work consistent 
with mailing a living. 'The Endangered Species Act can be made to work, if we have the 



imagination, flexibility, and creativity to say "There's no reason we can't live in balance. 
in harmony, with creation: And that's all coming true. 

The eiforts.of the regulatory agencies -,Surface Mining, the Minerals Management 
SelVice- are devotERl simply to saying "We can find that balance out on the land." The 
land management agenCies, the National Park SelVice - where we say "National parks 
are 10 be used, they are for people: We don't buy the idea that there are too many 
people out there. We believe that we can protect the resource and utilize the resource 
by being smarter and more effective about what we do. What wefVe done with water 
management out West, what we're doing for the Everglades, the California·Bay De~a, 
our forest policy -we're saying 'We can use science and imagina~on.· 

What we're doing with Native Americans -what we're saying is 'Yes, we have a trust 
obligation for Native Americans that extends all the way to integrating their tradition, 
their cuUure., and Ihe beauty of their way of life into the larger mission on the 
landscape of this ourentire Department." 

These are all important things that we dO... as we rededicate ourselves to USing the time 
that we have ... our time no mailer how long is very short ... it is very important. We are 
here to make a difference. And whall want you to know is that as a resuR of all of this 
chaos of the last three months, I've had a lot of time to ponder, to think a little more . 
deeply with my family, wijh our sons ... about what really matters in life, how it is we set 
priorities, straighten up oui relations with each other, look deeply into ourselves, and 
dedicate ourselves to being better human beings. 

I come to you today to say that it has been the greatest pleasure of my life to work with 
and to selVa all the people over the last few years and I vow to you today that I am 
going 10 continue and ... 1 thank you for your friendship, your support, your dedication. 

·001· 
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Office"of tbe Secreta"""" Contact: 'Mary Helen Thomp$on 
(202) 208-6416 

For Immediate Release: Monday, February 2,1998 

INTERIOR FY 1999 BUDGET PROMOTES PROTECTION AND RESTORATION OF 
NATION'S NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

.President Clinton's Fiscal Year 1999 budget oU8.1 billion for the U.S. Deparunent of the 
Interior represents his unswerving commitment to the American people to balance the federal 
budget while protecting the environment. The FY 1999 request call. for increase of 
$491 million, or 6 % over the 1998 enacted budget, excluding the one-time special Land and 
Water Conservation Act appropriation provided in 1998. 

Priorit')' initiatives include insuring safe visits to public lands, protecting endangered species 
and acquiring and protecting important habiw. and supporting implementation of the 
Administration's Clean Water and Watershed Restoration Initiative. Other high priority areas of 
the Clinton administration,budget include funding on"8oing environmental restoration projects, 
such as the Evergledos, California Bay Delta and Pacific Northwest Forests. supporting Indian 
education and improving law enforcement in Indi~ country. 

"As President Clinton so eloquently and accurately stated in hi. State of the Union message 
last week. there are·a mere 700 day. that separate us from the year 2000, that symbolic ihnshold 
to the future: Interior Sec"'taty Babbitt stated. "This budget clearly recognizes the importance 
of preserving and restoring America'. natural and cultural heritage for future generations of 
Americans by 'linking the people, land and water in the twenty-first century. Out waterways, 
wildlife refuges, wilderness areas, reservations and parks will continue to receive the care that 
they so richly deserve." 

Land and Waler r••IUII.. R..toradotl 

The proteetion of the nation's natural and cultural resources for the benefit of all Americans 
is the prevailing theme throug.b out the FY 1999 Interior Department budget. A key component 
slated for a signific3nt increase are projects associat¢d with the administration's initiative to 
insure safety on federallanda for visitors and employees alike. It ",ill allow the National Park 
Service (NI'S), the Bureau ofLand Management (BLM) and The Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) to begin to tatget the most important construction andIor maintenance projects. This 
represents Ibe· first step in a five year effort to improve crumbling infrastrucrure and ovcrall 
maintenance of important public facilities, The $546 million earmarked for maintenance 
represents an increas<: ofS82 million. Park Service spending for repair and ",habilitation 
projects and cyclic maintenance will more than double. The 1999 budget estimates that fees 
collected by ..I":ted parks within the NPS lotaling $136 million will also remain in the park 
system for much needed renovation. 

(rr.ore) 



The 1999 request of 5213.6 million for the Lar.d lnd Water Consef\'ltion rund will (,;ominuc 
to preserve prisune areas fur the benefit of the Amt:licllr\ public is the Land and W;J,ter 
Conservation Fund (L WCF). Over the next five years, the administration will alloc;;ne nt:a.rlv 
$1,9 biliion beween the Interior Depanmem aniThe Forest Service for land purchases. Pri~ritv 
ilcqulsitions in J999 \.ttI include important tracts in the Everglades, New England, Southern ' 
California and the Missjssi~i Delta and elsewhere, 

The FY 1999 Budget targets several significant onMgoing envirorunental restoration projects 
for continued support; the Everglades, the California Bay Delta and the Forests of 'he Paciftc 
Northwest, and the Columbia Basin. 

The historic effort to restore the Everglades and reverse the ecological decline of the South 
Florida Ecosystem is in the second year of an extraordinary four year $400 million Department 
of the Interior initiative lead by Vice President Gore, The Clinton administration is requesting 
$144.2 million for Interior agencies, an increase of$7. 7 million over the 1998 enacted budget. 
Over ~Ill, total federal funds devoted to Everglades Restoration are $282 millIon, an increase of 
$54 million or 24 % over 1998. 

Another example is the restoratio~ of the largest estuary on the west coast of North America-
the Califorma Say Delta. A consortium of federal, state and local agencies and other parties are 
in the third year ofdeveloping long-term comprehensive strategies to solve the complex and 
interrelated problems in the Bay.Delta. The Department's 1999 Budget includes a total of 
$143 million for ecosystem restoration funds., an increase of $58 million over the previous year. 

The President's Forest Pl~ now into its sixtb year, continues to be a 'priority for the 
Administration. [t has been a key component in helping stale and local go.vemments balance 
preservation of the environment with timber harvest production. The FY 1999 Interior budget 
funds the Forest Plan at S68.1 million. The BLM will offedD.5 million board feet of timber 
for sale in the region during 1999. 

Patterned on the Forest Plan for the Pacific Northwest. the interior Columbia Basin 
Ecosystem Management Plan is a Clinton Administration program jointly administered by the 
Interior Department and the Forest Service to develop a scientifically sound management 
strategy for federal lands in counties east of the Cascades. The Department's FY 1999 request 
for this effon is S8.3 million. 

Clean Water. a gift to futu"" geaerations 

In October of 1997 , Vice President Gore announced an aggressive set of Clean Water 
initiative. to celebrate the 25th Annivernary of the Clean Water Act. The Vice President's 
initiative has set in motion severat inteta8ency programs to pr-ote:ct and improve the nation' s 
rivers. takes and streams. Since its inception. the Clean Water Act has doubled the number of 
waterways that are safe for swirriming and fishing. 



"Clean water and watersht!d restoratIon is a partnership effort:' Babbitt stated, "The only way 
you can have a successfuJ outcome'is to forge alliance between an stakeholders induding Stale 

and local government officials. land o~'ners both large and small, and public inte'rest 
organizations--:- Just as*'" parts of a watershed are related, so must all residents of that watershed 
be part of restoration efforts:'u 

The administration is requesting that lnterior along with the Departments of Agriculture and . 
the Environmental Protec::tion Agenc::y develop c::ommunity based watershed management 
enhanc::ement partnerships with the states to further improve the nation water. Inc::reases in the 
Bureau of Land Management, U,S, Geological Survey, the Office of Surface Mining, fish and 
Wildlife Service and BIA ..ill support this effort. A primary goal is to develop a strategy to 
achieve a net gain of up to 100,000 acres of wetlands by 2005, and to insure that federal lands 
are national mooels and laboratories for effective watershed planning and controls. 

The Office ofSurface Mining Clean Streams initiative which has been operating ror several 
years is an extraordinary example of a clean water partnerships have helped to improve 
thousands of miles of Appalachian StreamS polluted by years of conlaminated runoff from 
abandonedeoal mines. The adrninistmion is asking $6,9 million which will provide the seed 
money to initiate approximately 23 more projects'in 1999. 

Prolecting Speci .. and Habilats ror llie Future 

The Administration i. requesting 5129.9 million to support the efficient and effective 
implementation of the Endangered Species Act, an increase 0[$38,8 million. This includes 
increased funds for the developmenl and support of up to 100 Habitat Conservation Plans (HCP). 
The HCP program is an extraordinary example of how creative partnerships can result in . 
successful solutions. p~tectin8 species while allowing econoinic development ~ proceed, The 
Administration's budget includes expanded support HCPs in 1999 and $5,0 million for 
development of another innovative Clinton administration pilot program called Safe Harbor 
Agreements which allows for the development of species preservation agreements on private 
property including both large and small landovmers, 

Operation of the 93 million ..,re National Wildlife Refuge System isa key element in the FY 
1999 budget, with 223 .ewprojects in 152 refuges being planned the coming year. The budget 
includes an oporalioDs ~ ofSI5 million, for 80/., to address the highest priority 
operational ...... aad S10.9 million fOl' maintenance improvements" . 

, Other important increases in the 1999 budget include funds for the Fish and Wildlife Service 
to work with the hydropower industry and local communities to improve fish passage at dams 
and a significant increase for an expanded fuels management/prescribed fire program to improve· 
forest ecosystems and to ensure public health and safety. 

t, 




,BuiJding Trust with Tribes 

The FY 1999 Burea~ of Indian Affairs budget erSt.a-\. billion is SlJ2, I million above tbe 
1998 enacted budget. Improvemenf of Indian educatlon and school facilities is a major 
budgetary priority thi~ar, BIA anticipates that school population will increase by over i 500· 
in the next school year, !nc~ases ofS64A miltion wilt provide the teachers and other resources 
to meet this increase. as well as to reconstruct three Qut~Qf·date and unsafe'schools and repair a 
number of others. 

Public safety and law enfon::ement on reservations are also of critical concern to the tribes. A 
DOllDOJ Initiative on Law Enforcement in Indian Country will provide an increase of $182 
million in new or redirected funds within DOJ and BIA in FY 1999, 

Overhaul of the trust management system is an essential part of the BIA and Omce Special, 
Trustee budgets, 'Nith $9.6 million proposed for implementation of the trust management 
improyement project and for elimination of probate and land re<:ords processing backJog. 

Protecting our National Treuures for the Ages 

"President Clinton, in his State of the Uni0!l Message~ called on,all Americans to·save our 
historic treasures so that generations of the 21st century could see for themselves the images that 
define Out collective heritage," Babbitt concluded. To preserve this rich fabric of American 
,history, a new White House proposal, the S50 million "Millennium" grant program IS designed 
to help preserve much of the nation"s significant historic papers, records, films. buildings, objects 
and historic districts that are in need of preservation, The funds 'NiH be made available to state 
and federal agencies under the auspices of the National HiStoric Preservation Act, 

In addition. a $9,8 miUion increase in the Historic Preservation Fund is proposed to address 
[he mO$t critical repairs at historically black colleges and unrverSiti~ for a lOW ofSl5.4 million, 
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Presi.dent Clinton's Piscal Year 1998 budget of $7.5 billion 

for the u.s. Department of the Interior represents the 

administration's promise to the American'people to safeguard and 

preserve the nation's public lands and natural and cultural 

resources within an overall policy framework tnat leads to a 

balanced federal budget. While the FT 1998 request represents a 

modest increase of $462 million or 6.6 percent over the ~997 " 

enacted budget, it stresses sound management practices to insure 

compliance with the overall gOals in the President's budget to ' 

cut the deficit and create a leaner, more efficient federal 

government. 


Wherever possible, the President's budget ·promotes the 
development of creative regional partnerships .to resolve conflict 
and promote new and ongoing national restoration and preservatioD 
initiatives. High priority projects include the Plorida 
Everglades, the forests of the Pacific Northwest" the California 
Bay Delta and the rapidly growing use of· innovative Habitat 
Conservation plans to protect threatened and endangered species. 
The budget also emphasizes the President's continuing commitment 
to greaterself·determination and self government for American 
Indian Tribes. 

"This budget is about restoration, preservation and 
protection,' Babbitt stated. 'It is a carefully crafted plan 'that 
reflects the President's deep and abiding commitment to the 
American public eo preserve our lands and natural reso?rces while 
protecting our ehildren's economic future#

• It also recognizes that the federal government must reach 

out in order to become a catalyst for meaningful change,' Babbitt 

continued. 'By working hand in hand with state and local 


'governments 	and the p~ivate sector, we can avoid prolonged 
conflict and develop appropriate solutions for same of the more 
challenging regional environmental prob1e.ns.' 

(IIIore) 

"" , ,;, 

http:prob1e.ns


Partners in Environmental Progress 

, The "Clinta.u..adrninistratfon has joined hands with a network 
of federal, state and local age~cies, and enviro~Jnental and' 
industry groups to develop concrete strategies and consensus 
solutions to address the complex environmental problems 
co~fr~nting Major regional restoration and preservation projects
and initiatives. 

One of the most significant of these is the effort underway 
to restore the Everglades and reverse the ecological decline of 
the South Florida ecosystem. The Clinton administration is 
requesting $136 million an increase of $79 million over FY :'997, 
and total government-wide funding at $331 million. The 
establishment of an Everglades Restorati'on Fund is also a top 
priority with funding of $100 million proposed in 1998, and each 
year thereafter until the year 2001. 

"This undertaking is. without exaggeration, the most 
ambitious environmental restoration project in the history of our 
nation. ~ Babbitt stated~ MIt will demand many years of hard work 
and a rock solid commitment on the part of the federal 
government, the state of Florida and many, many other public and 
private groups to salvage the Everglades and enhance the South 
Florida watershed.~ . 

Another example is the restoration of the largest estuary on 
the west coast of North America**Tne California Bay Delta. A 
consortium of federal. state and local agencies and other parties 
are developing long*term compreheqaive strategies to SOlve the 
complex and interrelated problems in the Bay-Delta. The region 
is critical to California's economy. providing water to two~ 
thirds of all homes'and businesses in the State and irrigating 
more than four million acres of farmland. The Department's 199B 
Budget includes a total of $203 million for Bay Delta ecosystem 
restoration funds t an increase of $146 million over the previous 
year. 

The President's Forest Plan. now into its fifth year of 
operation t is an ongoing priority for the Clinton Administration. 
The plan has been a key component in helping state and local 
governments find a balance preserving old growth forests while 

. allowing the administration to meet its timber harvest . 
production. The 1998 budget funds the Forest Plan at $71' 
rnillion. an increase of $3 million from the 1997 enacted l,evel.· 

The '-Appalachian Clean Streams initiative, a federal, state 
and local partnership program to restore thousands of miles of· 
Appa'lachian streams polluted by years of acid mine drainage, is . 


n', 
• 



also an example of a program in which a modest expenditure of 
federal funds can leverage many times that amount from state and 
local governme~ and industry for an important regional 
environmental prog~am. 

The development of Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs} to 
protect threatened and endangered species has been an 
extraordinary example of how creative partnerships result in 
successful solutions. protecting species while allowing economic 
development to proceed. For the period 1983 to 1992 only 14 HCPs 
were approved. By the end of 1997 t the department ·projects that 
300 HCPS will be in place or under development. For planning 
purposed 400 are expected for 199B. The administration'S budget 
continues to fund $6 million for land acquisition grants to 
states to support HCPs. 

Preserving the Nation's Natural and Cultural Resources 

Protecting America's 374 National Parks. 509 wildlife 

refuges and 264 million acres of public lands managed by the 

Bureau of Land Management, is a top priority for the Clinton 

administration. 


The President's FY 199B budget requests an increase in 

operating funds for the National Park Service t the Fish and 

Wildlife Service and the Bureau of Land Management in order to 

assist these three agencies in meeting both current 

responsibJlities and the significant challenges that lie ahead. 


~The fu~ding increases requested will enable Interior's land 
management bureaus to improve deteriorating infrastr"Jcture ~nd 
operational conditions in p~rksf refuges, fish hatcheries and on 
public lands that threaten th~ preservation of our priceless 
natural and cultural resources,- Babbitt stated. 

priority needs at the National Park Service include funding 
for five new parks created last year/ the establishment of the 

, Presidio Trust as a public-private partnership; 'a Vanishing 
Treasures initiative that will focus on endangered Native 
American historic sites 'on the Colorado Plateau, and start up 
funds for nine new heritage areas. In addition, the Park Service 
Budget includes $24.9 ~il11on eor land acquisition and 
construction to rescore the native anadrornous fish on the Elwha 
River in Olympic National Park. 

Conti~uing work on a sound and workable Sndangered Species 

Act that is flexible enough to adequately protect species while 

minimizing adverse economic impacts whenever possible is a 

paramount concern for the Fish and Wildlife Service. Other 
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priorities include improving refuges and wildlife habitats, and 
expa~ding recreation and education opportunities fo~ the 29 
mill:on people ~at visit the refuge system each year. 

For the,Bureau of Land Management (3L~) j ~anagin9 the newly 
designated Grand Staircase-Escalate Nationa: MOnument is a top 
priority, as are badly-needed facility rnainter.ance and 
infrastructure and crail repairs at high-use recreational sites 
and areas of cultu~al iroportance~ With 1996 being the worSt fire 
year in three decades l BL~'S budget also addresses an increased 
need for fire preparation and ~nagement. Working with the 
Forest Service. the wildland fire management program will place 
greater emphasis on·fuels reduction and prescribed fires as an 
effective solution to this problem. A S28 million increase is 
proposed for the Depa.!'t.ment' s wildland f ire management" program. 

To meet ~ny of these needs and to enhance t.he visitor 
experience on public lands, t.he administ.rat.ion remains commit.ted 
to providing additional revenue to parks, refuges· and public 
lands through user fees. better collection practices and reform 
of Park Service concessions. The fee demonstration project 
authorized by Congress last. year is expected to result in over 
$50 million t.hat will supplement regular appropriations. 

The ,PY 1998 budget requests' $1-6 billion for the National 
Park Service; $688 million for the Fish and Wildlife Service, 
including $79 million for the Endangered Species Act program; and 
$1.1 billion for The Bureau of Land Managemene. ' 

The Interior Department's premier science agency, the U.S. 
Geological Survey, continues eo carry out scientific r~search in 
the natural and biological sciences thae contributes to the 
improvement of the health and welfare of the Americ~n people. 
The FY 1998 Budget for USGS ia $745 -4 million which will allow 
the ag~ncy to address several new initiatives. one such project 
is a new national initiative announced by President Clinton last 
August in Kalamazoo, Michigan ~hich would protect communities 
from toxic pollution by the year 2000. The USGS will ~ork with 
other agencies to improve Americans' right to know: about the 
condit~on of municipal water supplies in metropolitan 
co~unities. Data from major rivers, drinking water wells, and 
water supply watersheds will be made available to the public 
through.s variety of dis'tribution methods including the World 
Wide Web_ 
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Other innovative USGS science projects include participation 
in a global seismic monitoring program; a three year program to 
escablis~ historic mapping and modeling databases for several 
major cities, and additional support for land and resource 
managers .in the area of biological research. 

Continuing Support for tbe Priorities of Indian Tribes 

The ~resident's continuing commitment to tribal self
determination and self-governance is reflected in his 1998 budget 
for the Bureau of Indian Afff'.irs. This year's request of $1.7 
billion, an increase of S127.0 million over 1997, recognizes the 
critical needs of the tribes, particularly local reservation 
programs such as housing repair for needy families, adult 
vocational training, law enforcement and infrastructure repair as 
well as additional funds f~r the 185 schools for Indian children, 
For the past three years, BIA has kept administrative costs among' 
the lowest in the federal government, consistently providing 'over 
90 percent of the operating budget to education and reservation
based programs. FTEs have been reduced by over 2,500 since 1994. 

Reform of Indian trust fund management continues to be a 
high priority in 1998. The President is requesting'S39 million 
for the Office of the Special Trustee for American Indians with 
approximately S16.7 million targeted for trust fund management 
improvements. These improvements will help ensure that the 
federal government fulfills its responsibilities to properly 
account for, invest, and maximize the return on all Indian trust 
money. 
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"To See the forest AND the Trees" 

Establishing the roots of !'Jew forestry for the 21st Century 

Remarks oflnterior Secretary Bruce Babbitt 

Yale L'niversity School of forestry 

December 10. 1996 

I appreciate your invitation to speak at the \'rue School of Forestry. For it was here, nearly a century ago, 
during a protracted national debate over natW"a1 resources, that the science of American forestry began. 
Today the controversy over forest pOlicy is raging once again. And this same campus can and should take 
a lead role in formulating new policies for the century ahead. 

The forest controversies of our time are rooted in a century long struggle between the utilitarians. who 
view forests primarily as trees to be farmed for their cellulose~ and those who see forests in a wider 
perspective of values ~ whether wildlife, recreation or as a part of our spiritual heritage which obliges us to 
be stewards ofGod's creation, At risk ofoversimplification. the controversy is an extension of the debate 
between Gifford Pinchot and John Muir, a debate that was underway at the time this school was 
established. . 

During the past four years the Clinton Administration has launched new initiatives to resolve these 
controversies by using interdisciplinary science to look at forests in new ways. These initiatives are now in 
progress in the old growth forests of the Pacific Nonhwest, the T ongass forests of Southeast Alaska, the 
Sierra Nevada of California. the ponderosa forests oftheIntermountain West. and the longleaf pine forests 
of the South, to mune a few. They have been carried out cooperatively by the Forest SeJ'Vice~ the Bureau of 
Land Management. the Fish and Wildlife Service and the Environmental Protection Agency, and other 
agencies working together to inv<?nt new methods of managing forest landscapes both to preserve their 
structure and diversity and to assure sustainable harvests. 

These initiatives have come to be known COllectively as "New Forestry", By whatever name, they 
represent one of the great success stories of integrated, interagency resource management in this 
Administration. My purpose today is to discuss in some detail both the content of these New Forestry 
initiatives and to give some flavor of the working relationships within the Administration that have made 
them possible. 

Our first opportunity to shape New Foresty concepts was right at hand when the Clinton Adminismuion 
arrived in 1993. The northern sponed owl had triggered the crisis in the old growth forests of the Pacific 
Northwest. Yet like a sneeze., the owl was only a symptom warning us that the entire Northwest forest 
system was sick~ 0 verstressed and in need of treatment. 

Across the years, timber companies in the ~orthwest had carried Pinchot's utilitarian legacy to new 
heights ofapparent efficiency. They c1earcut vast mountainside tracts. burned the slopes free of slash and 
replanted bare slopes, from mountain top to stream'. edge, with carefully tended monocultures of Douglas 
fir that can be recut and processed ever) forty years. 

But over time these practices have generated a rising tide of public reaction. Salmon streams choked up 
with dirt slides and runoff from bare mountainsides, And the resulting tree plantations were not authentic 
forests !.hat fami~ies wanted to look at, much less hike through or camp in. 



Asked what it eXpe<'ts from thelr forests. the publlc responds to the scent of spruce and incense cedars. the 
sound of I);ind swaying the boughs of ancient trees. me sight of morning dew sparkling on a profusion of 
ferns and mosses, and the chance to eat wild berries and catch native salmon, 

· The Administration's resport!e to the crisis can be found in the work of the Forest Ecosystem . 
~anagement Assessment T earn (FEMAT), carried out by an interagency team under the leadership of 
Jack Ward Thomas, then ,he chief wildlife research biologist of'he Forest Service, lbe FEMAT report is 
already being recognized as one of the most important documents in the history of American forestry; for 
the first time it lays out a general ecological basis for the coordinated management of24 million acres of 
land administered by the Forest Service and the Buteau of Land Management. 

The FEMAT report tells us that an old growth forest is a complex. living, integrated whole, much like the 
human body. The scientists told us.what good physicians teU their patienrs: systematic treatment won't 
work:; in the words of FEMAT... There is no technolocigal fix." Instead we must prescribe treatment for 
the whole forest· in this case a vast landscape that stretches fromCalifornla to British Colwnbia, On that 
scale we had to use interdisciplinary sclence.like a giant CAT·SCAN. to analyze and catalog more than 
I.700 species~ components of the forests and io formulate a pian. [hat 'WOuld restore the forest to its 

original health, 


For all the science and all the complexity, hOwever, much of the resulting Forest Plan expresses the 
intuition of any local angler or birder. Consider the salmon, A fisherman seeks stretches along a river bank 
kept cool and stable by trees. a stream spotted with logs and overgro'W1h that in tum provide shelter. . 
oxygen. leaf litter and insect habitat, He knows the forest holds soil in place. keeping water clear and 
gravel beds free of silt and good for spawning, 

The fIsherman felt what, we confinned through good science: that you can't have healthy salmon streams 
uruess the adjacent banks are permanently protected from timber cutting. The President's Forest Pian 
reflects this with wide stream buffers along aU ftsh bearing streams. from headwater to _tidewater, 

Upland habitat tells a similar cautionary tale, as we learned by retracing the food chain of the owl. The 
sponed owl, like the saJmon, ~ds a network of unbroken corridors textured by a mixed canopy of trees 
varied by age, size ,LOd species. Even "salvage" of dead, roning fallen trees has an impact: for these logs 
release nutrients. which reed fung;, truffles and ferns, which reed voles and flying squirrels. which feed, 
among other things. the spottedowl. Finally, we also factored in the lessons of island biogeography: If you 
fragment habitat too much. species extinction becomes inevitable. All these lessons led to a plan to protect 
and restore structure, health and diversity. We set aside several million acres of interconnected old growth 
forest reserves. Outside those cores and corridors. we modified ali cuning techniques to protect forest 
structure, encourage naiural reseeding. and maintain habitat corridors throughout the entire landscape. 

By this time you may be asking whether the Forest Plan leaves room for Gifford ~inchot's timber 

economy at all. It does, President Clinton addressed the ecdnomic issue in his charge to us at the forest 

conference in Portand in April~ 1993~ "Here in the Northwest, as in my OW11 home state, people 


· understand that healthy forests are important for a healthy, forest-based economy; understand that if we 
destroy out old growth forest, .we'l) lose jobs in salmon fis~ing and tourism and eventually in our timber 

· industry as well. rt 

Under the forest phUl, logging has been scaled back from the massive, unsustainable cuts of the 1980s, 
For. at that rate, the forests (and the forest economy) would be destroyed \\-,thin a generation, just as (hey 
were in an earlier time in New England and the upper Midwest. By 'scaling back to a sustainable level. we 
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ensure a steady. predictable supply of timber for loggers and milJs tn the century ahead. And we ensure 
that the forest totA11S v.ill continue to diversifY. where new people and new industries come fonhe quality 
of life and heaJth of the narural landscape. Four years after the President's cballenge, it's already working, 
Unemployment in the Northwest forest communities has bit tbe lowest level in generations, We didn't lose 
100.000 jobs. as skeptics predicted; we created them,- , 
By developing policy up from the scientific and moral gr:J.Ssroots, the President'S Forest Plan opens a neW 

chapter in the history of forestry. And there is of course still more to be written, The Administration is 
now completing a comprehensive interagency study of the pubiic lands on the east side of the Cascades ~~ 
the entire drainage of the UpPer Columbia River Basin. from {he snowy crests of the Cascades across the 
high deserts of Easlem Oregon and Washlngto~ to the headwaters in Idaho and Montana,' 

These "East Side'" furests differ grarnatically in aridity. temperature.,elevation. soils. and frequency of 
fires started by lightning, When we excluded fire and boosted logging under Pinchot's utilitarian Jegacy, 
these forest underwent "Stress from drought. disease. insects, overcrowding. and an unnatural successional 
change from pondeIOsa pine toward'shade tolerant species of spruce and fir. 

For any student who may want'a deeper look into these suc,cessional changes, I recommend a book by 
Nancy Langston. Forest Dreams. Forest Nightmar~§, that documents in depressing detail how decades of 
excessive timber cu'ts have accellerated these changes in the Blue Mountains of Oregon. On the brighter 
side. next month. theForesl Service and Bureau of Land Management will release two comprehensive 
environmental impact statements that analyze these changes and layout pathways to restore health acros~ 
the entire upland watershed. 

Well, yes, you may say. New Forestry may seem all well and good for 250 million acres of federal forest 
lands in the West. If the American public wants so badly to scale back timber harvests and protect old 
growth to bring back health and integrity to their forests, that is their right. But what about private land 
owners? 

Fully two thirds of American forests are privately owned. The owners range from jndividuals with five 
~cre woodlots to corporations1ike Weyerhaeuser Co. and International Paper Co. with miHions ofacres, 
East of the Mississippi, eight ofevery ten trees are privately owned by someOne who has a constitutionally 
protected right to an economic return on that investment. Federal laws like the Endangered Species Act 
and the Clean Water Act do apply to priv.te forest lands. But on private lands we must apply them with 
restraint and respect for the rights of the owner, demonstrating early on that an OWlce of careful forestry 
prevents a pound of painful and invasive regulation, 

For'example, what would we do if a dear symptom - decline of a forest bird that, like the spotted 0""''1. 
nests only in old growth - were to suddenly break out across the private timberlands of the Southeastern 
United States? It happened. The bird is called thered»cockaded woodpecker, and ifs been on the 
endangered species list tonger than the sponed owL But the reason you have not heard as much about it is 
because there hasn't been a train wreck like that in the Northwest, And that. in tum, is beeause we've 
applied the lessons of the New Forestry early, often, and everywhere we could. 

In 1993, Pete Correll, the head of Georgla,Pacilic Corporation, the largest landowner in the region, crune 
ID my office. He made a suggestion that I quickly agreed to: Match his foresterS with our biologists from 
t1Je Fish and Wildlife Service to create a sustainable woodpecker plan ror 4.2 million ..:res of the 
company's timberland. Our result was alandmarkJ common sense agreement whereby 50,000 acres ~- I 
percent of the company!s private property ~~ would be preserved in the company's sustainable forest plan 
as core habitat clusterS for approximately I qo remaining woodpecker groups. That Georgia·Pacific 



process has led to five more similar timber industry agreem~nts within the Somh alone, 

After these, OUI next step was to forge more formal covenants, plans that are over the tong term broader 

and more flexible in scope, To that end. we teamed with the POtlatch Corp. in southern Arkansas to 

develop a full-fledged habitat conservation plan on a 230,000 acre tract. Potlatch. which has the fourth 

largest population(>fwoodpeckers on private land in the U.S., will keep 15 1000 acres on rotations thllt 

guarantee there will always be atteast 6 percent of the land retained in old growth within the shifting 

'mosaic ofage groups across the landscape. More than a dozen similar plans are now under'development 

in other parts ofthe South and on private forest lands in the Pacific Northwest. 


With each success, we have expanded the search for new remedies tailored to specific conditions. For 
example, could we create positive incentives for landowners to protect and improve habitat? Our 
biologists in North Carolina set out to try. Two years ago. they came up with a concept now caHed "Safe 
Harbor." Here's how it works: Landowners agree to take affirmative steps to improve habitat for 
woodpeckers. such as controlling the hardwood understory through prescribed fire or cutting. Then, if and 
when owners want to Cut their trees ~~ to sell as timber or firewood, to fann, even to build a golf course -
they give notice and the Fish and Wildlife Service will cap~ and transfer the birds to suitable habitat 
elsewhere. It's simple and effective. Even with some development. properly structured plans will always 
result in a net increase in suitable habitat. So far, 34 landol,\llers, including the famed Pinehurst Resort, 
have opted into plans which could yield 67 new woodpecker colonies. 

We have also come to understand the special needs of small landowners, who have neither the time nor 
the resources to produce complex plans that can fairly be requested of a large timber company. And 
because of insights gleaned from IS years of research. we know that in some cases isolated birds. in habitat 
fragments are at high risk of extinction, suggesting they will do better overailw~en moved to larger 
unfragmented forests. The result? In August we reached an agreement with the State of Georgia which 
eases the regulatory burden on the owners of small woodlots located in fragmented landscapes by . 
aHowing the removal of isolated breeding pairs to better habitat in adjacent national forests and other 
public lands. Five more Southern states ~- North Carolina, South Carolina. Louisiana., Texas, and Alabama 
~- are all drafting similar plans to accommodate the needs of both landowners and v.ooopeckers. 

And test there be any doubt about the level of public concern in the south for the fate ofOUI forests, in a 
regional opinion poll conducted by the Forest Service three months ~go, the public was asked how much 
logging should be allowed on 3.2 million acres of national forests in that region. The surprising answers 
from the overwhelming majority of those rural residents was: ;'None." [p.deed, two thirds responded that 

, they would prefer to see those national forests set aside permanently as v.rildemess, Perhaps this response 
indicates an intuitive appreciation of an important land management reality - in regions such as the South 
where there are few public lands, those lands should have proportionateiy more management emphasis on 
protection of""osystem health and public use. 

JuSt as New Forestry ereated a comprehensive fores1 plan in response to the spotted owl. these Southern 
success stories show how. in quite different circwnstances, the health of private forestlands can be 
reconciled with sustained timber production. \Vhich leads us to the final question for New Forestry: What 
about those forests where there are as yet no listed threatened or endangered species? Is it always 
necessary to let a crisis of forest health boil over before facing up to these issues? 

There can be little doubt that the public concern for the future of oW' forests extends well beyond public 
lands and well beyond the confines of the Endangered Species Act. Consider Maine. where the pulp and 
paper industry owns half the state and employs hal f the ruraJ lowns. There, the days of labor intensive. 
selective logging of forests are nearly gone: In their place, $600.000 machines ealled "feller bunchers" 



now cut and stack tre~s like chopsticks. snipping one every thirty seconds. clearcuuing hundreds of acres a 
day, SInce 1980, 2.000 sqU¥e miles of Maine forests have been Stripped bare. And the citizens of ;;"1aine 
are in rebellion; last month. 80 percent of the voters, proudly roJotcd to a landscape of history and beauty. 
voted to restrkt dearcutting and !o improve forestry practices. 

Fortunately, there arc an increasing number of cases where timber companies are taking the initiative, For 
example. Champion International Corp. has on its own initiative invited state and federal agencies to join 
in a cooperati"ve research program on a 6,000 acre tract of its property, \\.1th the objective of teaming more 
about how (0 both maintain a healthy species diverse forest and a bener sustainable harvest. Asked how 
the forest would benefit. Champion's executive vice president, Richard Portertieldanswered. "We don't 
know yeL but we'll make this a working laboratory and adapt as we learn." 

On other forests Champion has applied this approach on a landscape scale. Asswning that the national 
forest and other public lands in higher elevations \\oil! constitute the core of habitat and species protection. 
Champion manages adjacent lands by designating as much as 15 percent of its forested areas for special 
management, including stream buffers, wetland protection. and wildlife corridors Connecting to adjacent 
public lands. 

[n North Carolina. Georgia·Pacific has initiated a unique partnership with the Nature Conservancy to 
jointly manage an e(:ological!y important tract along the lower Roanoke Rlver where foresters have 
established buffers along streams, banned all timber harvest on a particularly sensitive 6.500 acre tract. 
and required helicopter logging' on the rest of the area And in adjacent areas, Georgia~Pacific has also 
established guidelines, including stream buffers and set back zones. for responsible logging among priv.ie 
landowners! from whom the company buys 75 percent of its timber. 

Full implementation of New Forestry concepts win also require active participation by the states. There 
are stHl'many states that have no forestry codes at aB. and others in which codes are Ort the books but 
seldom implemented. There are, however. encouraging signs of progress. For example. in New 
Hampshire!s sensitive reforested land above 2,700 feet, state regulators andtimher companies have 
established a detailed plan to limit harvests. roadbuilding, and to maintain cover protection of native 
species on mOre than 33.000 acres. Even more recently, foresters from Hancock Timber Resources have 
entered.inro 3, Forest Legacy agreement with the state of Vermont to restrict clear cutting and to provide 

. fishing, hiking and 1umting access to 31,000 acres of forestland in nonheast Vermont. 

Yet with all these hopeful examples. the New Forestry is only beginning to take root. The iMOvations 

which I bave des<ribed stilt apply to only a small percentage of forest lands, federal, state, and private. 

There are still many foresterS in the private and public sector who subscribe to the stricdy utilitarian 

mindset ,,~ that the sole measure of good forestry is board feet of timber and tons of wood chips. that all 

fire is evil, and that the idea) forests is a monoculture of even aged. sawmill friendly trees. 


The New forestry initiatives are solidly grounded in good legislation. The Endangered Species Act is 
probably the best kaoWn of the statutes that we have drawn upon. Less appreciated is the role of the . 
National Forest Management Act which also mandates forest practices that protect biodiversity, In fact the 
NFMA regulations (promulgated in a Republican administration) go somewhat beyond the Endangered 
Species Act to require that "fish and wildlife habitat shall be managed to maintain viable populations of 
existing native and desired non-native vertebrate species in the planning area." Another example is the 
1978 WeeksAct amendments which specifically encourage federal support for prescribed fire programs w 
maintain forest health. 

UnfortUnately, however, in rec~nt years the Congress has repeatedly attempted to circumvent these laws 



and to undermine {he emerging success of the New Forestry by mis~using the budget and appropriarions 
process to create speciai exemptions that do nor receive the scrutiny and debate that is a part of the normal 
legislative process. These are the infamous "budget riders.'" The "salvage rider l

', by which Congress 
evaded environmental laws and mandated an expedited 5 billion board feet ofcuts from nalional forests. 

'is just one example, And in the past (WO years. Congress at various times attached to interior 
appropriations bilI! a rider~suspend provisions of the Endan3ered Species Act applicable to the marbled 
murre let, a rider to waive en,:iromnentuJ laws in the Tongass National Forest, and a rider to terminate the 
Upper Columbia River Envirorunental fmpact Statement process. These riders were unhorsed only by the 
threat of Presidential vetoes. 

1 would. however, like to conclude on a note ofoptimism. Just as the great forest debates ofrhe last 
century finally produced a consensus for reform, so the forest controversy ofoW" time must, [ believe. 
finally produce a new era of reform. responsive to the dearly expressed 'Nill of the American people that 
our forests need more protection. 

And there are some encouraging signs that the new Congress \\1H be liste~ng mOre carefully. The leaders 
of the new Congress have in recent weeks stated their intention to move away from theextreme positions 
ofrhe 104m Congress and to seek consensus that reflects the win of the American people. In recent weeks 
Senator John McCain. a westerner and a Republican. has wrirten~ "Polls indicate that the environment is 
the voters' number~one concern about continued Republican leadership ofCongress."Only by faithfully 
fulfilling our stewardship reponsibilities can we expect to remain the majority party." 

Our mission is clear and simple: Our obligation, as stewards ofGod's creation, is to protect the structure; 
functioI4 and biological diversity of our forests. We must harvest timber in ways and at levels that 
maintain and restore the health and diversity of oW" forests. The result of this New Forestry \\ill be more 
jobs, better communities, and a legacy for our chilmen. 
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STATEMENT OF INTERIOR SBCRETARY BRUCR BABBITT 
ON HOUSB PASSAGB OF 1lR 3662. THE I?Y • 97 

INTERIOR ABO RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT 

liThe House' today took a bill chat was bad for" the 
environment and ~ade it worse. The 1997 Interior sper~ing bill 
continues to badly underfund parks. refuges. and recreation 
areas--and.lays waste to Indian programs and also assaults the 
legal rights of Indian tribes, long recognized as sovereign 
powers by the United States. 

~I congratulate the members who voted Wednesday. on a 
bipartisan basis. to strip extreme language from the bill that 
would have harmed wildlife in order to help'wealthy special 
interests. That was a sensible'voce--but other amendments have 
made the bill worse. 

"If the House bill is sent to the President in its present 
fo~. I would recommend that he v~tQ it. And I u~e the members 
of the majority party in the Houee to tell their leadership to 
stop its continuing war on the environment. ft 

': , .: 
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WHITE HOUSE 

O:fice of the .Press Secretary 

- •
For Immediate Release April 26, 1996 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Today! have signed into law H.R. 3019, the nOnL~ibus 

Consolidated Rescissions and Appropriations Act of 1996.~ 


This bill helps us move toward a balanced budget in a way 
that honors our Nation's values by protecting our cOlTlfT\itrr,ents 
to edUcation and training, the environment, law enforcement, 
science and technology. and national service. It restores $5.1 
'billion of the S8·.1 billion I had sought for these priorities 

over levels in the appropriations bills that I had rejected. 

In adqition. H.R. 3019 provides emergency'disaster funding as 

well as funding for our troops in Bosnia and for the 

furtherance of the Middle East peace process. 


We should have reached this conclusion 7 months ago, at the 
beginning of the fiscal year instead of more than halfway 
through it. UnfortunatelYt the Congress passed versions of the 
appropriations bills that were far outside of the mainstream, 
leaving me no choice but to veto them. 

Rather than move quickly to reach a compromise such as 

the one achieved with this legislation. the Congress shut 

the Government down twice and then I had to sign a record 

13 continuing resolutions funding the GovernmenL 


The extent of conflict and delay was unprecedente~. It 

should never happen again. 


, Nonetheless. 7 months later. we have a bill we can all be 
proud of, one that achieves savings, protects investments, and 

, avoids outcomes that could have been disastrous for our 
environment and our people. 

For example, the bill eliminates, or permits me to suspend, 
the most ~agregious legislative riders that the ,Congress had 
sought "to attach to the appropriations billa, including those 
that woul!:! have blocked enforcement of some of the Nation's 
key envircnunental laws. These riders reflected a philosophy of" 
disregard for our environment that the American people and , 
bipartisan majorities in previous Congresses and Administrations 
had long ago rejected. 



At my insistence ~he Co~gr9ss dropped the rider that ~ould 
have prev.;nted the Environrr.er..tal Protection Agency (EPA) from 
using its authority to protect our Nation's we~lands. 

Lik~~ise,-this bill provides me the authority to suspe~d
three other riders ..,~~ authority t:hat I invoked immed'iately after 
signing this legislation. :f I had not suspended these riders,
they would have: 

Overridden existing environmental laws and led to 
unsustainable levels o! timber cutting in Alaska's 
Tongass Na~ional Forest; 

drastically undermined the level of protection 
provided to the Mojave National Preserve by che 1994 
California Desert Protection Act; and 

prohibited proposed or final listing actions by the 
Departments of bhe :nterior and Commerce under the 
Endangered Species Act, which could have' resulted 
in a greater risk of extinction of some of the over 
400 species that are currently either proposed for 
listing or for which proposed listings are awaiting 
evaluation. 

At my request, the bill also deletes the measure contained 
i~ the Senate- and House-passed Interior appropriations bills 
that would have extended the repeal of environmental laws and 
allowed' the clear-cutting of old growth trees for 3 years 
or more. That authority is currently set to expire on 
September 30 of this year, just 5 months away. : am 
disappointed, however, that the Congress was unwilling to 
support an immediate repeal of these provisional despite the 
fact that. by imperiling salmon and other species, these 
provisiqns threaten the environment and economy of the region. 

The bill also funds important programs that the House 'or 

the senate -- or both •• had aought to eliminate. 


The Congreaa, in a bill I vetoed, sought to kill 
ArneriCorps, the National Service program. This bill retains 
it. as I had insisted, funding the Corporation for National and 

. Community Service at $402 million. Through National Service, 
we will continue to allow young Arnericans to help address vital 
needs in their communities, such as' health carel crime 
prevention l . and education, while earning a monetary award to 
help them pursue additional education or training. 

The House sought to terminate Goals 2000, which is 
providing schools throughout the country with the resources 
to· improve teacher training and raise academic standards to 
prepare our children for the 21st Century·. ,This bill restores· 
funding for Goal. 2000 ~ 

http:Environrr.er


In anocter b::l ! vetoed, the Congress sought co end ~he 
Community Oriented policing Ser~ices (COPS) program, the 
commitment I made with the previous Congress to put 100,000 
additional po~ice officers on the streets of our cities and 
towns by the year '2000. At my insistence, that program is 
continued, As a result, we remain on track for fulfilling our 
cOmmitmen!:. with 45,QOO police officers funded by the end of 
this fiscal year, including ~9,000 provided by this legislation. 
These police are working ha~d-in-hand with their communities to 
fight crime. Crime is down in many communities across the 
N"ac ion l and we can make further progress through the COPS 
program and similar efforts, 

In the same bill that I vetoed. the Congress proposed to 
end the Department of Commerce's Advanced Technology ?rogram 
(ATP) , an integral part of my civilian technology strategy to 
promote economic growth. Adequate funding is provided fOr that 
program, while proposed language that would have prohib'ited new 
grants was deleted. ATP provides an effective mechanism for 
augmenting U.S. economic growth through highly~leveraged, 
industry+led research and development. It is a rigorously
competitive, cost-shared program that fosters technology 
development, promotes industrial alliances. and creates jobs. 
The continuation of a strong ATP is a fitting tribute to the late 

, Secretary Ron Brown, who deserves so much credit for making AT? 
what it ill toclay. 

Other programs or agencies that one or both houses sought 

to end l but. which this bill restores, include the Community

Development Financial Institutions program, the Summer Youth 

jobs program, and the Council on Environmental Quality. 


Very importantly, the bill provides $22.8 billion for the 

Education Department~ I am pleased that the Congress restored 

critical,education prOgrams ~~ among my highest priorities to 

levels near or above the fiscal 1995 levels. The restorations 

include important. funding for Title I - Education ·for the 

Disadvantaged (which the House had Bought to cut by

$1.2 billion), Goals 2000, Safe and Drug-Free Schools, 

School·to-Work# and Education Technology. 


This bill also ensures that colleges, universities. and 
vocational schools can continue to choose the Federal student 
loan program ~~ either the new Federal Direct Student Loan 
program or the bank-based guaranteed student loan program -
that best serves the needs of their students and ensures that 
student$ have acceSS to the most flexible student loan repayment 
provisions I ·lncluding income-contingent repayment. Institutions 
of higher education that now participate in the program or have 
planned to participate in July 1996 will be able to do so; other 
schools that wish to participate can enroll without facing
limits' on the program. Students with guaranteed student' loans 
who want access to income-contingent repayment will be able to 



SWktch ~ntO the Direct Loan pr9gram. The Ho~se had sought to 
place a severe cap on the Direct Loan prograt'l",, a step that would 
have had the e~fect of killing i~ its lnfancy an effort that has 
benefit~g students, colleges and universlties, and taxpayers
alike. ---: 

The bill also restores other programs to close to, or 
above, last year's levels that at least o~e house of Congress 
had so~ght to cut deeply. These include Head start. Department 
of Labor wor~er protection programs, and pa~,ents to 
inter· national organizations for peacekeeping and other 
programs. To help finance these priorities, the bill provides 
new debt collection authorities, calls for selling 
the United States Enrichment Corporation, and cuts Government 
overhead. 

The Congress, also at my insistence. dropped from the bill 
the most seriously objectionable language provisions a'ffecting 
the Educa~ion Department. The Congress also eliminated 
controversial language affecting Goals 2000, paving the way fot 
renewed bipartisan support for this program~ 

The bill provides $6.5 billion for <he EPA. The cuts 
originally proposed by the House for the SPA would have crippled 
its ability to protect the health of families throughout the 
Nation. I am pleased that the Congress deleted or modified 
other objl~ctionable legislative riders l including restrictions 
on the size of the diplomatic presence in Vletn~, the District 
of Columbia school voucher provision. and a measure that could 
have resulted in bans on the use of Medicaid funds for abortions 
for victims of rape or incest. 

I am also pleased that the Congress dropped political 
,advocacy disclosure provisions. These provisions could have 
interfered \<lith the Firat Amendment rights of such nonprofit 
organizat.i.ons as the Girls Scouts, the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, and the American Red er,oss. 

I' commend the Congress for r·epealing t:.he language' in .the 
1996 Defense Authorization Act that unfairly required the 
discharge of military-personnel with HIV.- . 

I am disappointed that the Congress chose to modify the 
conditions under which prison grant monies are distributed to 
the States. The Congress carefully crafted a distribution 
mechanism just 2 years ago -to ensure that States implementing 
Htrut:.h in sente~cipg· would be rewarded for doing so. That 
mechanism is in place and has no need"for change. These program 
changes will significantly delay getting chese resources to the 
places they are needed most. 

I note with reg,et the other objectibnable legislative 

riders that remain in the bill. 




':"he;1 ,inclu;de a prOV1Sl.Or. ir.~ended to allow :.~e t::or.scruction 
of a third telescope on ~t. Graham l Arizona l affecting the 
Mt. Grah~~ red squirrel. Native ~~erican cultural lands, and 
the abor~ion accreditation provision.-While I am disappointed that the Congress chose to reduce 
funding for the Legal services Corpora:.ion. I am pleased that 
the bill assures continued fundi~g of legal services programs 
for all eligible populations, including migrants. 

I am also disappointed that the Congress did not approve my" 
request to increase funding by $250 million for our anti*drug 
initiative. But I am pleased that ~he conferees stated their 
intent to provide additional funds for these important progra~s 
i~ FY 1997. ensuring that we can continue our anti·dr~g effort 
at full strength. 

Unfortunately. the Congress did not include legislation I 
had sought to stabilize the Savings Association Insurance Fund. 
It is important for the Congress to take action on this issue 
quickly so that we can put the thrift crisia behind us without. 
imposing any further costs on the taxpayers. 

In addition, I note that section 119(a) of the Department 
of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriatian~ ACt, 1996. 
contains a legislative veto, which would be unconstitutional 
under INS v. Chadha (462 U.S. 9l9) (l983). However, because 
I am suspending section 119{a)· pursuant co section 119(b}, the 
constitutional problem will be avoided. 

With regard to defense, this bill also permits the 
Federal Government.to undertake a multi~year procurement 0: the 
C~17 aircraft, the critical next~generation military transport. 
The C~17 will greatly enhance our ability to respond to crises 
around the.world; buying it this way will save hundreds of 
~illions of dollars for the taxpayers. 

This bill represents true compromise and bipartisan
cooperation. Clearly, when we work together we can enact good 
legislation for the American people . 

.With this in mind, we should build on our efforts here and 
move on to the larger' challenge of balancing the budget over the 
next 7 years. The American people deserve a balanced budget, 
and we shquld give it to them. 

WILLIAM J.' CLINTON 

THE 	 WHITE HOUSE, 

April 26, 1996. 
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INTERIOR FY 1997 BUDGET FOCUSES ON AMERICAN RESTORATION; 

PROMOTES PARTNERSHIPS TO ADDRESS REGIONAL ' 


I!IIVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 


PresidE!nt Clinton's Fiscal Year 1997 bu.dget of $7,33 billion 
for the U.S. Department of the Interior represents the 
Administration's continuing commitment to the nationls n~tural 
and cultural heritage with a major focus an American reStoration. 
The FY 1997 budget includes a rrajor infusion of funds to restcca 
the Everglades af South Florida, 'continue programs designed to 
address the environmental and economic viability of the Pacific 
Northwest and provide lang needed improvements to the nationts 
national parks, wildlife refuges and recreation areas. The 
budget also emphasizes the PresidentSB commitment to· greater 
self~determination and self~government for American Indian 
tribes. ' , 

"The American people have sai~ l·oud and clear that they want 
a go,:,ernment that protects the environment and protects people,"
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt stated. WThe president's budget 
does p.recisely that. It is a proposal to inspire an American 
Restoration ethic. w 

"This budget is a carefully thought-out plan that addresses 
the critical need for restoration wHile recognizing that ,the 
federal government cannot do it all,· Babbitt continued. , 
"Whenever possible, it provides a blueprint for the development 
of creative partnerships between government; the private' sector 
and local communities to create and support programs that work." 

, " 

The Department has been ~perating under a variety of 
continuing resolutions over the'past six months due ,to the 
impasse over the Interior Appropriations bill for FY 1996, 
putting important environmental programs and projects in 
jeopardy. 

"I have traveled this country over the past year listening 
to local citizens talk about their reverence for the enviror~ent 
and their respect for the enviror~ental safeguards tnat protect 
their land. water. families and communities. II Babbitt said. 
"They want the federal government to play an active role in 
protecting and managing natural resources and. that means 

{more) 

, j 



providing the dollars to fUnd programs tha~ help the~ ~eet ~hose 
goals. T~e fund~ng leve:s proposed will allow che Deoartment ~o 
meet its current obligations and begin to address the· 
enviro~~eqtal challenges that lie ahead. n -The budget. alse fulfillS the Administration's continuing

corrmitment to promoting partnerShips between private landowners, 


.local gover~~ents and other groups in developing Habitat 
Conservation Plans to protect endangered wildlife;' encourages 
cooperative agreement~ and effective stewardship of Western 
water; and supports the work of organizations involved in 
cleaning up streams in Appalachian states that are plagued by 
acid mine run off. 

A Regional Approach to Planning and M4nagem~t 

The FY. 1997 budget builds on the Administration's comrni tment 
to American restoration by providing an opportunity for the 
Department,of the Interior to continue its work on critical 
regional e~vironmental restoration and p~eservatio~ initiatives, 

Last month, Vice president, Gore" announced the Clinton 
A~inistration's comprehensive plan to save the Everglades while 
maintaining sustainable development in South "Florida. 7he plan 

"endorses a coordinated regional approach that transcends 
political boundaries and narrow agency jurisdiction. Planning the 
res"toration will involve a cooperative effort between eleven" 
federal agencies and numerous municipalities, county and tribal 
governments. the. South Florida Water Manag~ent District and a 
host of state and local planning agencies and jurisdictions. The 
President'S Budget proposes an Everglades Restoration Fund to 
provide appropriations of $100 million a year for four years to 
address the longstanding and complex problema of the region. 

In addition~' the administration is" proposing legislation to 
supply additional revenues of $35 million per year to the 
Restoration Fund from an assessment of one cent per pound from 
Florida sugar producers. 

"The Everglades is one of the great natural treasures in 
this country and the world," Babbitt stated. "The President'S 
restoration plan provides an equitable and environmentally sound 
solution to heal the fragile tropical marshes and swamps of' this 
region, while restoring natural life and preserving economic 
development all the way down througH the ·Florida Bay fisheries to 
the Keys." 

The Presidentfs Forest Plan for the Pacific Northwest is 
designed to strengthen the economic and environmental-health of 
Oregon, Washington and northern California by providing a 
sustainable timber harvest of 1.1 billion board feet while 
protecting old growth forests and restoring bistoric salmon runs. 

- 2 
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It provides economic assistance to r.elp strengthen ~amilies. 
busir.esses, tribes and communities through job training and other 
social se~Jices. The President is requesting $79.2 million for " 
the, Department of the Interior to carry ,out the pla·n .in PY 1997, 
an lnc~ease of $23.9 million over the PY 1996 conference level,-

In addition tc~the funds r~quested for 1997, the President 
has submitted a request for $109 million in supplemental 1996 
funding to repair'damages from the January floods in the East, 
the February floods in the Pacific Northwest t and other 
devastating natural disasters. Included is $16 million to 
restore the C&O canal in partner~hip with public and private 
groups. 

Enhancing Natural Aesourc8s1 a National Priority 

Reinvigorating America's 369 national parks and providing
the resources necessary to protect and preserve them for current 
and future generationa is ,a top priority for the Clinton 
Administration. 

8The President said in a recent speech that our National 
Parks are the 'envy of the world but in need of repair and 
continued maintenance if -they're going to remain the nation's 
treasure, II Babbitt said. "The president· s budget addresses this 
issue by providing funds for long standing deficiencies, 
including road and infrastructure repair and natural and cultural 
resource threats." 

The FY 1997'National ~ark Service (NPS) budget totals 
$1.5 billion. an increase of $180.6 million over the FY 1996 
conference level. This will enable the parks to accommodate the 
279 million visitors expected next year, and help address the 
continuing maintenance crisis facing the parke. 

Two legislative proposals are key elements in the 
Administration's efforts to meet the expanding needs of the 
National Park System. One proposal will allow modest increases 
in entry fees at destination parks, ~hile retaining those 
increases in the parks themselves. This could raise nearly
$132 million oV,er the next five years. The second proposal would 
overhaul the w~y in which park concessions are handled. giving a 
more favorable return to the parks. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service (FWL) budget totals $659,2 
million. an increase of $55.4 million. Over half of this 
increase·· $36.2 million·· will, allow responsible 
administration. of the Endangered Species Act. Congressional
reductions in 1996 have severely undercut the Depar~ent·s 
commitment to a workable program•. As part of this commitment, 
the Department is requesting $6,0 million for a pilot program of 
grants*to-atates for land acquisition as par~ of Habitat . 
Conservation Plans (RCP.) 
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"we're working with private landowners, developers, c.!.::'::::e:1. 

groups and local government o:ficials to implement the Endangered

Species· Act in a way which protec:s threatened and endanoered 

wildlife ~hile preserving the econo~ic viability of communities," 

Babbitt stated: __There are over 200 HCPs now under development. 


In other FWS programs, an increase of $10 r:tillion will 

ensure the highest prioricles of the National Wildlife Refuge 

system are adequately waintai~ed and that habitat restoration 

projects are irnplemen:ed. Recreational fisheries na"tionwide will 

be restored and enhanced with a $4.4 million increase. And, the 

FWS will restore wetla~d habitats in the U.S., Canada and Mexico 

with a $5.0 ~il~ion increase for the ~orth American Wetlands 

Conservation Fund." 


Maintaining.the diversity and health and productivity of 270 

million acres of public lands is a key priority in the 

President's FY'1997 budget. Contained in the $1.096 liillion 

proposal for the Bureau of Land Management are increases to 

provide recreation opportunities and sound management and 

improvements of riparian t range and wildlife habitat areas. 
. . 

"Americats public lands belong to all of the people Of·this 

country·. Our goal is to protect and preserve the land in order· 

to provide a positive exp.erience for this and future 

generations." 


The President also proposes to restore the once magnificent 

salmon fishefY in the Elwha River on Washington's Olympic 

Peninsula~ As part of a government-wide proposal to fund fixed 

asset investments. the 1997'budget inclu~e8 $111 million in up

front funding for the complete costs of removal of the Slwha and 

Glines Dams and restoration of. the Elwha River. The money would 

be spent over a series of years, beginning in ,1998. 


The Beat Science for the Beat R.esource Kanageme.ut 

One of the Interior Department'g highest priorities in 

F'l 199'7, will he to continue enhancement of its science programs. 

The Interi~r Department carries out some of ·today's most vital 

scientific research. This research affects· and impacts the 


. health and welfare of the American people. In FY 1996, C'ongres.s 
consolidated the programs of the. former National Biological 
Service within the U.S_ Geological Survey (USGS.) The USGS is 
now the Department/s primary science organization. It responds 
to natural hazards, assesses the nation'S water, energy and 
mineral supply. and provides an understanding of the nation's 
fish and ·wild1-·ife. 

The FY 1997 budget for the 'new' U.S. Geological Survey of 

$746,4 million provides a net increase of $15.9 million over the 

FY 1996 conference level. The increase will allow USGS. to expand 

efforts' to help meet the high priority needs of Interior 'land 
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managers as well as ~hose of more ~han 1,200 local, state and 
!ederal natural resource managenent organizations. Same of the 
areas targeted for increased a~tention inc~ude expansions of both 
the Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit and the 
Federal/S~te Cooperative Water Program; new directions involving
urba:: natural :tazard,s, drinkir.g ,water and public health; a 
digital r.ational attas: and a framework ,for expanding interagency
cooperatior.. in'tpe use of geospatial cartcgrapr.ic d.ata. 

Towards the Goal of Tribal Self Governance 

The ?resident has increased funds for programs serving aver 
550 federally recognized Indian tribes, underscoring his 
commitment to tribal self dete~.ination and self~governance. The 
$1.78 billion FY 1997 Bureau of Indian Affairs iBIA) budget, an 
increase of S211 million over the 1996 can!erence level, would 
'res~ore funding to programs Tribes hold as their highest 
priority. 

The BIA budget stresses the resources Tribes need to provide 
baSic reservation programs and develop strong and stable 
governments. ensure accreditation of BIA schools, address 
critical infrastructure needs and ~eet the secretary's trust 
responsibilities. 

The BIA will continue to operate with minimal administrative 
costs. In 1997 over 90% percent of the operating budget is 
devoted to education and other on-the~ground programs at the 
reservation level. In addition t an increase of $20 million is 
requeSted for functions of the Special Trustee for American 
Indians in order to continue to bring trust resource management, 
accounting I investment and re~ated sys"terns up to indUBt ry
standards. 

Stre&mliDing# aeengiDeering and CUstomer ~.rviee 

The Interior budget for FY 1997 continues to carry out the 

President's efforts to reinvent and stre~ine government

operations. . 


"At Interior, we're making an effort to do things

differently and to do things better," Babbitt Btated~ ,"We're 

stripping, a.way management layers, putting more employees in the 

field, providing hands on services on reservations and in the 

parks. refuges, and recreation areas. 

Savings have'been achieved throughout the Department. Since 
1993, the Department has reduced its workforce by almost' 8,000 

, FTEs, a reduction of lOt. The Department is using information 
technology to service customers better,and save time and money. 
Each bureau and effice has re~evaluated programs/ re~directed 
resources and re·engineered work and processes. Regulations have 
been pared down to a minimum. 

. DOl . 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Nonh Carolina even.!: Stephanie Hanna 
. Georgia evems: Paul Bledsoe 

January 22, 1996 (202)208·6416 

s....etary Babbitt BrIn", The Natural Heritage Van Tour to 
North Carolina and G1!OtiUi 

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt will be in Georgia and Nortb Carolina tbis week for. 
two days of events with cbun:hgoen, soldiers, medical researchersj bass fishermen and 
others who are working to protect the environment around their communities. This is 
Secretary Babbitt', fmt Natural Heritage Van Tour ill 1996. Last year, Babbitt visited 
environmental success storie. in 24 StaIe$ and 67 cities. highlighting the need to maintain I 
strong federal standards which clean up and preserve the air. w.ter and landscape across the : 
country. I 

"I've visited over five dozen cities nationwide over the past nine months, seeing the 
clean rive... lakes and revitalized communities thai were produced by loeat l<eden using 
strong federal enviroamental standards as their too,," •• Babbitt said. "I've talked to dozens of 
loeat people who betieve prote<:ting the oatural beritage of tlieir hometowns is an important 
value. w." flying the tlag in front of city ball or keeping the main street clean and attractive 
for business. • . 

But Babbitt warned tbal the majority is Congress was intent on rolling back the very 
law. thai enabled these successes. including the Clean Water ACt, the Safe Drinking Water 

.. Act and the Endangered Species Act. 

"Last year Congress plaruled • wbol~ dismantling of the law, loeat people used to 
clean up their communities, • he said "They were more interesl<d in changing the law. to 

. 	benefit the lobbyilll! and special interests that contributed to their election campaign•. But the 
American people ue finding out what Congress is up to. The people are saying no to the 
weakening of fedl:ml envircamental staiIdard•. • 

Babbitt plans five stops in two day•• Wednesday arid Thursday. 1anuary 24 and 25. 
III North Carolina. he will flSb for bass on Lake W¥Ue. near Charlotte. with members of the 
Nortb Carolina B.A.S.S Pederation. He will talk about the impofW1Ce of maintaining clean 
water for recreation. _ 

(more) 

, /'.. , 
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At Raleigb*Durha!n's Duke University Medical Center he meets with cancer palienu, 
research scientists and the doctors who discovered taXol, an effective cancer fighting drug 
derived from the -Pacific Yew tree, a species whose habitat is protected under the Clinton 
Administration's NonbweSl Forest Plan. '.-

In Atl.",,,, GeQrgia he attends a potluck at the Peach""" Presbyterian Church, where 
he will address an interiaith congregation on the moral imperative of preserving the whole of 
creation. and the Endangered Species Act. 

In Savannab, the Secretary will again affum the fact that military training and 
endangered species can exist without disrupting important military objective.. At Fort 
Stewart, he will be briefed my memben of the U.S. Army'. "24th Mecb," he""" of Desert 
Stonn, "" their efforts to provide nesting areas for clu.ters of red cockaded woodpeckers. 

Babbitt will end tbis trip in Ma<on, meeting ';'itli local property ownen who are in 
the process of drawing up habitat conservatinn plans with the government. 11fe meeting will 
also include busineSs leaders and local wildlife enthusiasts. 

A specific media advi.lory will be issued for each event shortly. 
I 
" 
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RESIAR1CS OF ~IER10R SECR£'T,\RY BRUCE BABBITT 

REMARKS OF INTERIOR SECRETARY BRUCE BABBITT 

bess Club Address, Dec. 13,1995,3 p.m. 

"The GOP's environmental onslaught is being defeated. giving rise to a new movement called 
American Restoration. We shall empower communities to restore every single watenbed in 
Ameriea.~' . 

On Earth Day. 1995. I set out on ajoumey, a series of eleven Natural Heritage Tours all across the 
country. I come here today to report what lleamed abom the commitment of Americans to their 
surrounding landscape, and the importance ofOur laws which heal and protect it. 

Eight months ago today, I left WashingtOn because the newly elected Republican Congless hadjuSl 
assumed that the 1994 elections gave them a mandate to dismantle that framework, 

I left because the House leadership told the Wall Street Journal that DDT was "not harmful," that "it, 
should not have been banned" because th~ ban "drove up the cost of doing business," 

I left because a new Congresswoman opposed our reintroduction of wolves into Yellowstone National 
Park and asked me "Why don't you just open it up to hunting instead?" 

I left because the House attached 17 ride" •• legislative Post·lts •• to the EPNs budget that would. among 
other things. restrict regulation of lead in the air. weaken standards that keep radon and arsenic out of rap 
water. and exempt industrial plants from water-pollution controls.' 

I left because the Alaska delegation had introduced a bill to drill the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, 

[stayed on the road because I read in the Denver Post, that the Chairman of the House Subcomrninee on 
Public Lands "estimated that hiscomminee may have to close more than 100 of the Park Service's 369 
units." 

I read that another Congressman sponsored legislation to abolish the newly created Mojave National 
Preserve in CaHfomia. 

I stayed out there 
, 

bec.use the Senate passed a moratorium on listing endangered species, , 

I stayed out there because the House passed a "Clean Water" hill that repeals "onnwaIer treatment, 
repeals nonpoint pollution controls. and defines 70 percent ofall wetlands as nonexistent. 

I left because all these changes were about to happen. with no disCussion, no debate; and working 
American's were not informed of the sweeping changes that would alter their communities and diminish 
the futures of their children. 

.... 
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Natural Heritage Tours 

The Natural Heritage Tours brought me through 67 cities. over some J 00 days, talking one..()n~one with 
!iferally hundreds of Amerieans. some of whom have gathered with me here today. 

-With these Americans, I rafted down the James River that runs through Richmond, Virginia. I rowed with 
them do\.Vl1 the linle Miami Rive"'r through Cincinnati. Ohio: across the estuaries of San Francisco Bay. 
Together we boated the Blackstone.Rjver through New England; the St. Johns River through Jacksonville. 
Florida. the Grand Riverof Michigan, and Casco Bay. Maine. 

We set tree a bald t:agle at Cape CanaveraJ. released a peregrine falcon over Wall Street, and unleashed 
wolves into Yellowstone for the first time in 70 years.. 

[ put my questions to teachers, fishermen, property O'WlletS, businesses leaders. preachers, doctors, 
biologists, mayors. and 4th graders, 

Not one of them to1~ me that our conservation Jaws should be weakened. And none ofthern ever told me 
that we have too many National Parks, 

Instead. from waterfront to waterfront. this is what they told me, and this is what ~ saw: 

Helen Fenske of the Greal ~wamp watershed told me it was not enough to stop airpons and developers 
from degrading their neighborhoods around their watershed; conservation laws should be expanded 10 

protect their entire swamp, their wetlands,. nourishing and revitalizing the place they live. 

In a Philadelphia Children's Hospital I met JacJyn Buckley, Once a victim ofchildhood leukemia. a disease 
which killed one of my best friends back tn Arizona. But since then, a once rare plant like those protected 
by the Endangered Species Act yielded. cure that will keep her smiling into old age. 

Off New Jersey's shore town of Belmar, New York industry routinely dumped its sludge, waste. and 
infected syringes in the sea. A father living a block from the beach said he was [oreed to build a 
slNimming pool for his children. because they came home sick every time they swam in the Atlantic. But 
through our conservation taws they stopped the dumping until striped bass, whales, and even parrot fish . 
returned to the Atlantic coastline. 

Outside Pittsburgh, I joined the Chartiers Valley High biology class, hard at work on Scrub;irnss Run. 
Scrubgrass Run c~s through the school grounds before flowing into the Ohio, and when they began it 
was orange, tox.ic, and lifeless from acid mine drainage, Under the practical science and guidance of 
federal surface mine reclamation laws. however. the students are resurrecting that creek. breathing ncw 
life into it with the hope that fish will once 8grun swim in its waters. 

fn the Colorado Rockies~ near the Continental Divide. the waters once teemed with a native fish Called the 
greenback cutthroat trout. Decades of mine waste, dams. exotic trout and overfishlng left it nearly extinct. 
But a group of anglers. foresters. biologists and businessmen all united through our conservation taws to 
dean up streams, W1til the greenback retwned with a vengeance; splashing off the endangered list near 
recovery. the new state fish. a ~bol of national pride. 

in the suburbs outside Seattle·} went to Piper Creek. where families joined their neighbors to restore the 
suburban stream that runs past their houses and schools. TJiey came together to revegetate the river banks • 

. to create the conditions in which they could bring back anadromous fish, hatching and planting t1y each 
".'.\ '1;) 
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fall until native salmon returned to their IDea! landscape. 

In Cleveland, 26 years after the Cuyahoga River caught tire. fireboat captain Wayne Bratton gave me a 
tour up to the point of ignition, On that route. 1saw blue herons, sponfishjng boats tied to new marinas. 
upscale riverwalk safes sprouting up by abandoned steel mills, all ""itmn sight of L~. Pei's new Rock 'n 
Roil Hall of Fame, What W33"0nce our symbol ofnatlonal shame is now our symbol of hope and ,pride . . 
Everywhere I looked 1 saw children and old people On the river banks: people who had come back to the 
waterfronts to eat, work. and play. Rivers and bays that had been healed. people who had been 
reconnected to the distinctive features of the places they lived. communities that are restored, 

I'saw people celebrating how the Clean Water Act has been the rnost successful urban renewal law in 
American history. 

A Sleeping Giant Awoke 

But when Americans learned that their hard won gains might be taken away. at that very moment, by 
politicians in Washin~on~ they awoke like a sleeping giant 

They awoke, and got on the phone, and wrote letters to the editor; to their Congressmen, and soon the 
pressure began to build. Soon there were stories in the press about a public backlash against the 
Republican agenda. Suddenly reporters were Yonting about the rise ofa cadre of "green" and "moderate" 
Republicans. And by last rnonth there were stories ah9ut how Americans have handed the Republican 
agenda an embarrassing string of defeats: 

After we spoke OUt with people in Fan Meyers. Miami. Pensacola, and fort Lauderdale about laws 
prOlecting the beautiful white sand beaches of Florida. Congress heard us, and dropped its bill to allow 
offshore oil drilling ,there. 

After Americans paddled through the 6th District ofGeorgia, down Atlanta's Chatahoochie River NRA, 
Congress heard us. and withdrew a bat to fonn a parks closure commission. ' 

That bill was then resurrected as a budget rider, but days later, after we gathered history students and Civil 
War buffs in front of the Appomattox Courthouse, Congress surrendered to us on that rider as well. 

, ' 

After we met with hundreds of BASS anglers to discuss a bill to give away public land and lock out 
access for hunters and fishermen, that billts co-sponsor changej his mind to say even he wouldn't vote for.
it. 

' 

And after we gathered at Sagamore Hill with the descendants of Teddy Roosevelt to hear them talk about 
how the root of conservative is "to conserve, 'I moderate Republicans brok¢ ranks to erase those 17 EPA 
riders. 

Americans have defeated so called "takings" referenda in Arizona and Washington srate. Americans have 
spoken out two-to-one against drilling in the A.rctic~ against mining siveaways. and in favor of wolf 
reintroduction. Several weeks ago. their agenda a shambles. the Republican House leadership admitted: 
"We mishandled the environment all spring and swnmer." 

The EnvirODmcnt is Back 

" ~ ., i .~ , 
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That's quite a confession, Thanks to the people in this room and people like them all across tne country. 
Americn:ns are now winning against the ~obbyis~, 

The conservation laws are working because the American people are making them work. They will stay 
strong and stay in Q.lace because people are insisting on it.-
Congress will no longer be able to' gut the Clean Waler Act because it would be political suicide for tnose 
who would do so. 

. . 
Congressmen will not vote to close our ~ational Parks unless they are casting the last vote of their final 
(em, 

Congress 'Will no longer gut the Endangered Species Act because no politician wants to run on a platform 
that says the wisdom of elected officials outweighs the wisdom of our Creator. 

And while in the 1994 election campaigns the environment was n.ru an issue. I can assure you. by 
November 1996, in each county. state. Congressional, and in the Presidential election. the environment 
will be right at the core of every single deb.te. . . 

In my travels I have learned a good many things. I have heard the message people are sending to 
Congress; Our framework of environmenta11~ws is working and i3 maldng our country greater and more 
beautifui for us and for our children in the next century . 

We CaD Do Better 

But In the course of my travels 1saw something else that was entireiy new. 

I discovered the stirring of a third generation of environmental activism. not political activism directed at 
Washington. but hands-on work directed at their own communities, an activism focused at reclaiming 
their known heritage~ their local landscapes:. their sense 'of place which reminds them where they are and, 
therefore, who they are. 

Running through this activism. rising above their collective anger over the threat to their hard won gains.! 
heard a voice, a quiet voice, but One that carried a message that was vigorous., and insistent, and backed up 
by the work of its hands; it was the voice of Americans rooted to their Jand. 

It qUietly announced: "We can do better." 

It asserted: "We can use these laws. We can do more than just stop OUT waters and Out soils from 
declining. We can apply these Jaws to make America's landscapes cleaner, healthier, richer. more 
independent." . ' . 

As America's commUnities used our laws to restore their waters. those waten~ in tum. have begun to 
restore America's communities. 

And I saw that the current generation of Americans was not just approaching, but was already crossing the 
threshold into an entirely new era. literally a third great environmental movement. 
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The Restoration .'\fovemcnt 

The first era was the Conservation movement ,?fTeddy Roosevelt. which created America's great parks. 
wildlife refuges. and national forests. It lay the legal foundation. It saw America,as a patchwork of places 
and resources eithcr to be protected or to be exploited. 

. - . . , 
The second generation. of Rachel Carson, saw our air and waters and soils being poliuted by modern 
industrial society and helped pass legislation that brought us dear water and dean air. , 

Out of that. the CWTent generation is aWakening to a new and larger vision .4 to the possibiHties that we 
can use our laws not just to stop decline. but to reverse it; not just to preserve the isolated parts, but to 

protect and reconnect Whole landscapes and entire watersheds; not just to fence off the local greenway or . 
trickling neighborhood stream, but to unite them with the great National Parks and the wide oc~anbound 
rivers. 

What we bave begun in this generation across the landscape opens a new chapter. An entirely new era of 
conservation called American Restoration. 

What do I mean by American Restoration? 

Let me put it this way. How many of you have restored one ofyour grandparent's rocking chairs? An 
antique table? How many of your sons and daughters bave restored an old Ford pickup? 

The restoration work involves scraping, and varnishing, reinforci:i!g. and tuning, It's not just cosmetic, 
involving paint or stain. but goes past the surface~ inVOlving something deeper ~~ bringing out something's 
essence. strucrure, and inner narure. 

It's hard work. Back breaking work. But we're willing to do it because the process feels good to our hands 
and our spirits; it feels good to sit in. to eat on. to drive. It also looks good, and gives us an aesthetic 
pleasure when we see it in our living rooms or driveways, Mosfof ali, it is somet.hJng we can do with our 
spouse. Our sons and daughters. and become a stronger and prouder family as a result of our work. 

But when we restore that dilapidated, rotting, and leaning picket fence in our back yard. we can no longer 
do the work by ourselves, We must choose a time v..ith our neighbor, bringing out bammers and nails, 
buying fresh wood from the lwnberyard;splitting the costs, the labor, and the time. We may have been 
strangers before this process began. But after the mending and repair is complete, we share a sense of 
pride each time we go to the fence, and reaHze that we have become stronger friends, better neighbors. for 
the partnership we have forged.' . 

Now, what I have seen goes ~yond our immediate bO'me or neighbors to involve the entire community. 

For years the eiders oflhal community·· like Helen Fenske. Florence LaRlvere, Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas. or the father near the ocean in Belmar. New Jersey .. aU walched as !heir open spaces fiUed up. 
as their local stream dried up or was polluted. as fewer birds and Usb and ma.m.ma.ls lived in their 
Watershed. 

This is a demO'cracy, bowever, and through the laws that they VO'ted fDr, these Americans and tbeir 
children stopped the loss. They set aside park and public open spaces; they protected Ihe local lakes and 
streams nearby; they wO'rked for the survival of the native creatures they grew up with. They used federal 
-Jaws to' backstop the process and give power to' their efforts, 

, ' .. .; 
, ~;t , 
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As ! went out then: [ saw Americans crossing the threshold from Prevention into watershed Restoration. 
They are building upon the current frame",l;ork oflaws. giving fonn and contenllO abstract, clumsily 
worded codes. getting results beyond the expectations of the legislators who YlTote our laws back in the 
19705. -
Our federal laws do not require tHat communities reSlOre their local waters, but in order to restore their 
local waters those communities require out laws. 

When I gather with the!l1. Americans say to me: We have done mis, and we are proud of what we ha""e 

done. But we can do more: We have stopped the decline of our river, the erosion of our soil, the 

disappearance of oW' open land. but we can go further, We can. and will. bring life out of death, we can 

roll up our sleeves and continue the task of cleaning it up, bringing back native fish. reconnecting the 

entire landscape. reclaiming oW' heritage. 


Every Watersbed in Amerka 

\ll"hen theY say this to me.l answer that this Administration will back them every single step of the way, 

'We will back their efforts to restore every single watershed in America. 

We will become full partners in this process, using laws creatively. listening to local needs. empowering 
local conununlties, and sharing the costs of Restoration. 

We will help them reclaim their heritage. 

But more than that, this Administration is taking the lead by example, working on a larger scale to 
demonstrate these principles in places like: 

The Pacific Northwest. where the President's Forest Plan was created in partnership with the states of 
Washlngton~ Oregon and California and with local communities in the Cascades. to provide a sus~nable 
timber harvest. to proteCt the ancient forests, and (0 restore the historic salmon runs, 

South Florida. where citizens have joined with state and local agencies in a long term project to reconnect 
the severed, hydrologic arteries that' once flowed down through the River of Grass. healing the tropical 
marshes and ,v.=p5 ofthe Everglades, restoring natural life all the way down through the Florida Bay 
fisheries to the Keys. 

San F~cisco Bay Delta, where diverse groups ~~ the Pacific Federation of Fishermen. Trout Unlimited, 
fiuit and vegetable growers~ and cities and conunurrities from San Diego to San Francisco ~~ have all 
formed a partnership to ensure thriving famtlands, growing cities, and restoration of fish and waterf~wl up 
the Sacramento and the San JO!,,!uin River waterSheds. 

The Blackstone" River Valley, where small towns and cities that grew up along the first industrial river in 
America have all come together under an interstate commission that restores the historic mills, turns the 
old brick buildings into theaters and restaurants, and offers fishing and boat excursions to tourists from 
around America. 

Chesapeake Bay. where we are working with the Amish of Pennsylvania. the Maryland Oystermen, and 
. the Naval fleet in Norfolk, Virginia 10 restore the crab,. 'he shellfish. the striped bass fisheries, until the 
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waters are clear enough to \I.ade in up to your chest. look do\\n. and see your feeL 

Whether they cross state borders or cross county lines, all these restoration etTorts aU have the same. 
cotnIp.on, working prindples. principles that pataHel the work of students at Scrubgrass Run: They are 
united by watersheds. they are built through partnerships, they are reinforced by federal laws, and they 
reach decisions through th~nsensus of everyone involved. , 

They may involve tens of thousands of people. but the essential nature is all those people are coming 
together. working in harmony~ listening to one another. looking inward towards their community in search 
ofa common solution. and gening to yes, 

When it aU comes together, as these students and teachers at Scrubgrass R~ Pennsylvania., can tell you, 
it is an extraordinary moment, more beautiful by the know~edge that we have all played a part in making it 
happen. and the knowledge that its renewal ripples dO\\TIstream to other wated'ront communities, giving 
each one a stronger sense of place. 

What we realize in that moment is that the Environment is not just a fixed point in time, Or some plat,\! 
outdoors. or even an "issue" to be "handled" by one party or another. 

It is a tradition that endures only througi1 our labor. an opportunity that lasts as long as we fight for it; part 
ofour coUective h~ritage, passed on like a torch; a job that brings all of us together under a common 
purpose. 

Now letts get to work. 
~~~......... ~~========~.=~..... .. ~~====--= ~ ..... ~~ 

To Contact The Interior Service Center Web Team Web Team 

Tbis document restore.btmJ was last modified on Thursday, 14..Nov-9614:00:03 EST. 
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DIWS release 

OFFrCE OF 1'HE SEc:.RETARY 

Contact: Mary Helen Thompson 2021208-6416 
Lisa Guide 

For Immediate Rele~se: December 13, 1995 

After String of GOP Defeats On Environmental Istues, Interior SecretarY Babbitt 

Recognize! Sew Grassroots "Restoration Movement", • 


LauncheJ. Campaign To Heal And Restore Every Watershed In America 


rnteriof Secretary Bruce Babbitt, after finishing 100 days of visiting America's environmental 
success stories.. today said Americans are winning the battle '''against lobbyists" and the 
Republican <;:ongress' attempt to gut the nation's cadre of strong federal environmental standards, 

in a Newsmakers speech at the Nationai Press Club in Washington, ac.. Secretary Babbitt 
predicted the environment would be an important issue 'in the 1996 elections" and called on a 
newly energized generation of environmentai activists.to restore every watershed in America. 

"\\>'hile in the 1994 election campaigns the environment was not an issue, I can assure you, by 
November 1996, in each county, state, Congressional, and in the Presidential election, the 
environment will be at the core of every single debate." Secretary Babbitt said. 

During his 8 month long tour of 67 cities. Secretary Babbitt said he talked one-on-one with 
hundreds of people and "not one of them told me that our conservation laws should be 
weakened." 

" .,< 

"The conser ..tion law. are working because American people"e m.aking them work, They will 
stay strong and stay in prace because people ",insi.ting on i," Seaetary Babbitt said< "Congress 
will no longer be abre to gut the cr.... Water Act because it would be political suicide for those 
who would do 50. Congre8$men will not vote to dose our National Parks unless they are casting. 
lhelast v"te of their final term< Congr... will no longer gut the Endangered Specie, Act because 
no politician wants to run on a platfonn that says the v.isdom of elected officials outweighs the 
wisdom ofour Creator." 

Calling the Clean Water Act "the most successful urban renewal law in American history," < 
Secretary Babbitt said "as America's communities used our laws to restore their waters,. those 
waters. in turn. have begun to restor:e America's communi~es," 

The <Secretary said tn. GOP attack on the environment has spurred the beginning of a new 
ch~pter in enVironmental activism which he labeled American. Restoration. 

, : ) I 
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"I discovered :he :itimngs of a third generation of envi.ronmental activism. not political activism 
directed at Washir.gton. but hands-on work directed at their own commuruties, an activism 
focused at reoffiiming their known heritage, their local landscapes, their sense of place which-rerrunds them v,,'here [hey are. therefore, who the)' are." 

Babbitt said the Clinton Adrrurustration would take the lead in [his process by example and be 
·'i1JlI partners in this process. ~sing laws creatively, listening to local needs, empowering local 
communities, and sharing the costs of Restoration." ' 

"The en'.'ronment is not just a fixed point in time, or some place outdoors, or even an "isSue" to 
be "handled" by OM party or another. It is something that endures only through our labor, 
something worth working and fighting for. It is pan of our (;oilective heritage, passed on like a 
torch." 

A full prepared te:<t of Babbitt' , 'peech is attached. 
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Taday's Special Guests 


Set:relar;.' Babbitt met~zens ofcitizen activists on his NatlJra.! Heritage T oun who used strong 
federal enviorrunentai standards to protect their tocal communities. FoUowing are biographical 
sketches ofsomt activists who are joining him today. 

Captain Wayne E. Bratton. Cleveland. has b""" plying the w:itm of'he Great Lake. for 
over 30 yo.... ~[e was there when the Cuyahoga River caught lire in 1914, "boiling and bubbling 
like a cauldeon." in his words. He is cwrently owner and operator of the Holiday, a pleasure craft 
'Jsed for tours and cruises on Lake Erie and the Cuyahoga 

Helen Fenske, Green Village, New Jersey. i. the Fonner New Jersey Comlni..ioner of 
Environmental Protection under fonner Republican Govemor. Tho"",,, Kean. She started in public 
life as a young mother fighting to stop a massive international airjlon from being toe.ted in a 
wildlife-rich ecosystem known as the Great Swamp wat....hed, only one hour from downtown 
Manhattan. She won ,hat battle with the establishment of the Great Swomp National Wudlife . 
Refuge in 1964. She is now fighting to save the Great Swomp again, this time from the more 
insidious damage caused by development in the watershed. 

Wilma Dykeman. Knoxville; Tennessee; is aprize.wiMing author of 16 books. a 
nationally recogniuod lecturer, conservationist, and Tennessee Stat< Hi""rian. She has spent her 
'Iife spealtil1g ahoot the imponance ofcommunity involvement in the preoolVllion and 
conservation of our natural and cultunIl resour ..... She currently lives near Knoxville, Tenn..... 
where she speaks ahout the Great Smoky MoUlllaina and writes. column for the Knoxville 
News-Sentina!. 

Florence LaRiviere. Palo Alto, Califomia. Alarmed at the rapid dattuction of the San 
Francisco Bay in the.my 1970's, Ho_ LaRiviere WIll responsible for mobilizing . 
Congressional suppon for the en:adon of the 23,000 ..... San Francilco Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge. She has remained • staunch suppan.,. of the Refuge and the educational and recreational 
opponuniti.. il provid.. as PresidcnI ofthe Citimi. Committee to Complete !hot Refuge in Palo 
Alto: CaliforniA. . . '. 

The Reverend Robert v. Lee Ill, JacksonVille, Florida. Reverel\d LeO i. chairman of the 
FRESH Ministries Jmcnarional Foundation. He ~ that "as people of!llitb - as people who 
beli..e in God as !hot Cnwor through whom aU things were mad.. we have no choice but to 
involve ourselv.. (m!hot care of!hot earth). W. are obligated to take IUD responsibility for the 
preservation, maintenance and tepair of the natund order aU arOWld WI. It i. a simple quearion of 
stewardship," . 
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R.I!IU\IUtS OP IlITl!lUOR Sl!ClUITA.RY BRoel! BABBI'l'T 

,P~.88 Club Address, nec. 13. 1995, 1 p.m. 

-The GOP's eD~Qnment41 oAslauqht.ia being defeated, giving ri.e 
to a new mQvement. '0411e4 American lileatoraticm. We ab411 empower 
communities to restore every Bingle watershed in America.

on Barth Day, 1995, I set out OD • journey, a aerie. o~ 
eleven Natural Seritage Tours all aero•• the country. I come here 
today to report wb4t I learned about the commit:meAt ot' Americana 
to their surrounding laDdac:ape, and the importance of our law8 
which heal and protect it. . 

Bight "",nthll ago tod.ay, I len lIa.hington becaWle the n .... ly 
elected Republ1caA Congres8 bad just aasumed tbat thlI 1"4 
elections gave thea a maDdate to dl~tl. that framework. 

I left because thlI Bou•• leader.hip told the lIall Street 
Journal that DDT was allOt barmful,· that -it ahou14 AOt have be. 
ban.ne4- beeau••. the baA -d.ro:". up thA coat of doing bUlin•••• • 

I left heeause a n... CO%lgres_,. _so4 Q1U: 

reintroduction of wolve. lnto Yellow.toee ••tlonal Park·and aaked 
me '!!by don't you just open it up to hunting instled?' 

I left hecau.e the Bouse attached 17 riders -- legislative

Post-It. ~~ to the SPA'. budget that wouldl amcA9 other thinga, 

restrict nl9'llati01> of l .... d ill the air, weaJo:en staDd.ard.a thlIt 

keep radoD and ar.eDic out of tap wat~, aDd exempt 1ndu.tr1al 


. plants fro. water-pollutlOD control•• 

t left h.causa thlI Alaalta dalegat1011 bad illtroduco4a bill 
tQ dz111 tha Arctio Rat1QIIAl If:lldl1fa Il.f_. .:.<•• , 

.. ;:, •. ;·ri :;;:,.~ 
: . I- .t&yed. on the road bac.au•• I r .......t.n --tlM. Dora: POlt, that 

th., Cbairma... of tha _so Subc_tt__ :aul>Uc ' .... ! e.tlJa&to4 
thlIt his c_ttee -'I' bave to close mOra _ 100 of the "'ark 
Service' .• 3" W1it.~· 

~ r ..... thlIt ....other Congr......... &pcn.oro4 leg1alatiOl> to 
aIlol18h the Ilewly created Mejave .at1oA&l "'reserve 1G california. 

I atay04 out ,ther. h.cause the S......t. pa••o4 a _ratori_ on 
llsting en~g.red ~.ci.. ~ ;~s 

I atay04 out there b.caus. the BOWIe pa..o4 a ·Cl_ IIIter" 
bill tbat rep..l. ato,.,..,ter tr.._t, repeals nonpoint 

. pollution control., and d.fi.... 70 perc&l1t of all ..tl....4a •• 
nOD_latent. 
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I left because all these ,changes were about to happen, with 
no discussion, no debate, and -orting Americans were not informed 
of the sweeping changes that wOuld alter their commuDitie. and 
diminiaq the futures of their children.-

The Natural Keritage ~our8 hrought me through 67 citiee, 
over aome 100 deys, talking one~OQ~OQe with literally hundre4a of" 
Americans, aome ot whom have gathered with :zae here today • 

. _ith these Americana, I ratted dcwn'the J~. liver that 
runs through-Ricbmond, Virginia. I rowed with them down the 
Little Miami liver through Ci.a.ciAD4ti, Ohiol acre•• the e.tuaries 
ot SaA 9ra.a.ciaco Bay. ~ogether we boated th. Blacksto.a.e River 
through New England, the St. John. Riv.r through Jack.onvill., 
'lorida, the Grand River of JUchigan, and. Caaco Bay, Maine. 

We set tree a bald eagle at Cape CaDaveral, releaa~ a . 
peregrine falcon over Wall Street, and unleashed wolve. iuto 
Yellow. tone for the first time in 70 yeor•• 

I put my qu••tion. to teacher., fishermen, property owner., 
Du.iA••••• leadera, prucher. f , doctor., b~ologist•• mayors,' &lld. 
4th gradeu. 

Not on. of them told ... that 0,... co....rvation la....hould be ' 
weakened. And non. of them .....r told ... that ... hav. too many 
Nat10nal Park•• 

IAstead, from waterfront to water!roat, tbi. 1. what .they 
told m., and thio i. what t .aw. 

lIelen ......k. of th& aroat SVUOp',wat.uhed 'told ... it waa not 
enough to .top ai:o:porta and dev.lop.r. frQIII' dlllJ"ading their 
n.ighborhooda around their wat.r.had, ooo••rvatioo law••hauld,be 
expandad to protect th&ir entire lIWOIIP. their ... tlanda, 
couri.bicg and revitalising tha plac. they live. 

" 10'''' PII.lladalpll.ie Cb.U_' 0 lIoapital t ..t Jaclyn Buckley, 
occ. a vict~ of childhood leukeela, a di..... wbich killad CD. 
of iIIt M.t;, UlI","'" back i .. Ariaoca. But ainc... _, a _e. rare 
plULt lito',tlIo•• protectad by th. _ ..gerad ~ie....." yieldad 
a oure tllBt will kaoop her aUicg into old age. 

Off If.. J.roey'••hnr. town of Belmar. • .. Tort indu.try 
routicaly dumpad ita oludge, ...te, aDd iDfeote4 ayring.. i.. the 
••a. A father living a block frca the boach oaid 11..... forcad to 
build a lI1riI=iog pool for bio chU_, baceua. they c___ 
oick every t1aa they _in tha Atlantio. But tbrough our 
eoooarvation la... they .toppad tha dumping Imtll".tripad ba••, 
whal•• , and ev.... panal: tia r.turnad to tha IoU_Uo c....tlin•• 

Outaida Pittllburgh, I jo!Dad tba Cl!.artier. Valley IIlg11. 
biology 01.0., bard at wort oc Sorubgrao. Rim. SarWbgT... Rim 
casead•• through the scl!.ool grounda betor. flowing into the Ohio, 
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and when they began it was orange, toxic I and lifeless from aeid 
mine drainage. Onder the practical· science and guidance of 
federal surfaee mine reclamation law., however, the student8 are 
resurre~ting that creek, breathing new life into ·it with the hope
that fish wil*-once again Bw~ in it. wat.r.~ 

In 'the Colorado Rockiea, near the ·Continental Oivide. the 
water. once teemed with a·native fish called the greenback
cutthroat trout. neeadea of mine waste, dame, ..otic trout and 
overfishing lett it nearly ..ti~et. aut a group of anglers, 
torestera. biologista and businessmen all united through our 
couaervation lawa to eleaa up streaa.. until the greenback
returned with a vengeanee, aplashing off the eDd.~gered list near 
recovery, the new atate fiah, a symbol of national pride. 

In the 8uburbs out.ide Seattle I want to Piper Creek, where 
familie. joined their neighbors to restore the auburbaa stream 
that run. past thelr houae. and .ebools~ They c... together to 
revegetato the river bank., to create the cOndltion. ln whleb 
they cou14 bring. bact anadramou. fiah, hatebing an4 planting fry 
each fall until native ..lmon returne4 to their local lan4.c.pe. 

In Cleveland. 2' years after the CUyahcga .iver caught flre, 
.the fireboat captain Who put it out •. Wayue Br.tton .• gave,.. • 
tour up to the point of ignition. 0» that route, I .... blue 
herona, aporttishiag boats tIed to new marica., upscale riverwalk 
e.fea sprouting up by aban40ae4 .teel ailla, all ..ithin sight of 
LX. Pei'" new Rock 'n 11011 11&11 of P_. What ..... once our 
sl""bol of national a_ i8 nOw our el""bol of bope _ pr14e. 

averywh.r. I loote4 I .... eh11dren _ 014 peepl. on the 
riv.r bank., p.opl. who ha4 came back to. tha ....t.rfront. to eat. 
_rt, an4 pl.y. Rive... an4 b.y. that ha4' b.... he&1e4. p.ople Who 
ha4 been r.conn.cte4 to the 4i.tinctive f ..ture. (lC th& plac•• 
they liv.4, coamuDiti•• that .r......tore4. 

I ...... peepl•.e.lebr.tin" how th. Clean w.t........t haa been 
the "",at "uC;"~'!~f1!L~ban r __l law iD _i~ h1atory • 

.: -,.' 

. aut who\!! ~J.c:iUa 1..=84 that thair hareS ...... gaiD. aight 
b. taten a_7, .1;:Ebat very _al1t, by pol1tJ.c1au in )f.ahiagton.
they __0 111<•• '.teeping "iant. . . . 

n.:r _0, an4 ~t OIl tha phoD';, __ot. l.tt.... to the 
e41to.., to thair COIltr..-, ...4 _11 the pr•••ur. beg_ to· 
buileS. Soon tha... ~••tori.. in th. pr••• about • public 
bacl<laah .g&1ut tha Republican _g_. _ly ..epo.-t.......... 
w:r1tblg' about tha r1•• of • cadre of .g'S'_•• u4 -mo4ez'at.· 
a.pUblican•• AD.4 by la.t """'th the.-....... atod•• about how 
lImerican. have h&I14e4 tha Republic_ &g_ an -.o=a..iag 
.t.-in" of 4.Ceat•• 
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beautiful white s&Ad beaches of Plorida, Congress heard UI, and 
dropped_itl bill to allow offshore oil drilling there.-

Atter we spoke out with people ill Port Keyet:.#' Klal, 
Pellsacola, and Port Lauderdale about -law8 protectin9 the 

After Americina paddled through the 6th District of. Georgia,
,down Atlanta'. Chat.baochte River NRA, Cougre•• heard us, and 
withdrew _ bill to 'form a parka closure commission. 

·That bill wa. then resurrected aa a budget rider, but day. 
later, atter we gathered history student. &ad Civil War buffa in 
front ot the Appomattox Courthouse, Congre.. surrendered to U8 OD 
that rider .a well. 

After we met with hundreds of BASS anglers to discu•• a bill 
to give away pu:bllc land &J1d loa out ace••• for hWltera &Ad 
tishermen, that bili/a co-.pollsor changed his mind to say even At 
wculcln't 'vote for 1t~ -

ADd after we gathered at Sagamore 8111 with the descendants 
at Teddy Roo.evelt to hear thea talk &bout how the root ot 
conservative ie -to eon.erve,· moderate RepubllcAA. broke ranks 
to eras. tho•• 17 SPA rider•. 

Americana have defeated so call~ -tak1ug.· referenda lu 
Arizona &Ad Washlngton state, Amer1.cAA. have "POke out two·to· 
o~e agalns.t d:rillin9 in the Arctic, .gain.t .1ning giveaways, a.nd 
in favor of wolf relntrod.uctioll. Several veMa ago, their ageAcS& . 
a shaable., the RepUbllc&D Hou ••.leader.hlp admitte4. 'Wa 
IIl.b&J>41e4 tha envlromoent all sprl.:ig &114 ._r.· 

1bat'. quite a conf.s.ioll. Thank. to the peeple in this rooa 
ad people like thea all aero•• the country, Americ&.D.s are J1QW 

wlnDlng agaln.t tbe lObbyl.t•• 

The con.arvatioa 1... are working because the American 
people ara ....k1ng t.\\P ~rlr.. They will nay strong IUI4 stay 111 
plac. b""a'l-•• ptIOJI;!'h.!I:!!' ~lotl"1l OIl It. ' 

,. . :'.,j:'/ "1 v"lA ,'":::'~::'.:i ";'"";""'t 

COQgr... wl11 110 lOQgu be ula to pt the Cl..- Wat.r Aclt 
becau•• 110 would be politlcal .ulclde for tho.e wbe would 40.80. 

conp.._ w111 not ""te to clo.. ow:' ll'et1oDAl Paru ""le•• 
they ara ca.ting the laDt ""to at thel.. UDAl ten. 

Co_... wl11 110 10D'lU pt tha '!ID4ugue4 Specle. Acle . 
hecau•• DO pol:ltlcl&11 vanta to run 04 a platto"," thet ••y. the 
wl.deII ot eleote4 offichl. outwelgbe the wi._ of 0"" cr..tor. 

ADd whlle lD the UU electioD _&1_ the ...vi...._t _.I 
GlO &11 1.....a, I C&l1 a••""a you. by Movaber nu, I.:i ..clh eOWlty • 
• t.te, CODpe••loaal. IUI4 I.:i tha Pr••ldentl.1 .laction, the 
....vl..o_t will b. right at the core ot evuy .lngl. d_t•• 
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In my travel. I have learned A good many thing•. I have 
heard the ••••age p.ople Are sanding·to Congre••• OUr framework 
of environmental lAW. i. working and is making our country 

greater and moe. beautiful tor us aad tor our children in the 

next century. 

But In the cour•• :Of my travels I saw something el•• · that 
was entirely new. 

I discovere4 the stirring of a third generation of 
enviroDmental activi.., not political activi.. directed at 
Wa.hington, . but handa-on .ark directed at their own communities, 
aD activism focused at recla~ng their ~own heritage, their 
local land.cape" their .ense of place.which r.-!nd. them where 
tbey are &Dd, therefore, ~ they are. 

RunAing through this activism, ri.ing above their collective 
anger over the threat to their hard won gaiDa, I heerd a voice. a 
quiet. voice, but one that carrie4 a ...sage tbat ... vigorou., 
an4 iuist...t. an4 bacll:e4 up by the worll: of ite hILI14e, it .... the 
voice of Amedc..... roate4 to their lan4. ' 

It. quietly announced•. -.e can do bet.ter. 

It. aes.rt.ed1 ·We CD us. the.e 1.... We e&J:l do more than 
just stop our _teu _ our soil. fraa <1aclining. w. e .... apply 

theae lave to make America'. l&D4acape. cleaner, healt.hier, 

rich.r, more indePendent..-


Ae America'. oommunitie. uae4 our la.. to re.tore their 

watera, t.he•• wateZ'., 1D t.1.1ZD, have beg1m to rut.ore Al:l.erica'. 

cOIIIIlUI1i t.ie... . 


Arl4 I saw ~, I;IIa cu:n••Ul':$lenerati.... of _ioan. _. not 
just approach1~~ I:i!Y' _ ••lr.,.~ ero••inlf t:IIa thrubo14 ioto an 
entirely n_ ei~~H"~all~!f_~;,cl'gr..t envi~...tal ""'v.......t., 

The fir." era __ the Con.ervation llIOV_t of Teddy 
. Roosevelt... which creat.ed .-...rica'. great· paro, rildlife refuge., 
an4 naticmal foruta. 1t lay t:IIa legal foun4eU..... II: ._ Ameriea 
as a pat~Z'k of place. aDd re.OUZ'ce••1tber to b. protected or 
to be ......loite4. " 

'1"be ••coc4 gener&tloa~ of ~.1 ear.OIi, ... our air &Ad 
vatara ...4 80il. bain\f pollut6d by mo<tern ill4uatrial society an4 
helpe4 pa.. legi.lation that broulfht ua claar vater an4 clean 
air. . 

O\1t of that, t:IIa cu:n_t g...eraU.... i. ,a...&k_inlf to a n_ 
,....4,larger vialOll •• to tha po..lJ>ll1tia. that _ ..... uaa our 
law not juat to atop dacl1na. but to rever", it, nolo just to 
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p~.serv. tbe isolated pa~ts. but to protect and reconnect whole 
landscapea ~d eetire watersh~.J DOt juat to faDce oft the local 
g~eeeway or trickling n.ighbo~hood stream, but to unite them with 
the gre8t H&t~nal Park. and the wide oce~oUDd rivers. 

M'bAt we have "beg"Wl in thia geeeration aero•• the l~d.cape
QPeelJ a o.ew chapter. All aDtirely new era of con.ervation called 
~erican R.atoration. 

What do I mean by American R••toratio~? 

Let .e put it thi. way~ Bow many of you bave re.tored one ot 
your gra.ndp&reet' e rocking chAira? AD antique table? Bow ma.ny of! 
your Bon. &Ad daughter. have r ••tored an old Ford pickup? 

The reatoration .ork involve. scraping, and varni.hing, 
reinf!oreing, and tUAing. It'. not juat co...tle, invo~~ing,paint 
or .tain, but goea paat the .urface, involving aamething deeper • 
" bringing out soaetll.in'll' •••SaDee, atruetw:., ud iue:' uture. 

It'. hard work. Back br.4ki~g work. But ..·re willing to do 
·it beeau•• the proce•• fe.ls go04 to ow: haa4a ud our apirits, 
it f ••ls good to sit in. to eat OD. to driv.. It al.o look. good.
and gi"" u. an ....t.llet.ic pl__• __ ..... it in our living 
ro...... or driv_y......t of ..11. it is ......t.llJ.Dg .. can do witll 
our spouse, our aon.a ud daughters. u4 becCXllle & strong" and. 
prouder fllllily ..... r ...ult <>f our. _rk. 

But .,Il_ .. r ..tor. t.IIet dilapidatac!. rotting. &lI4 leaDing 
picket t ...c. in 0"" b..ck yard... CeD .... 10Dg." do the _ .. k by
ouraelves. We muat chooae & t~ witll. our neighbor, bringing out 
1wIIIIl.... IUld nail •• buying fr..1l _od frOll t.IIe lllllll>eryard • 
.opl1tting the co.t•• t.IIe ,lal>or, ADd t.IIe ta.. II. _y hava b.... 
strADgar. before til1a proc••• beg_. But ..ft~ t.IIe meDdi~g aDd 
repair i. "0IIIP1.ta... ahAu'. IS ...... of pride ...eIl ta. .. go, to 
the fuca, &Jl4 realise tluat .. haft becc:JlMa stronger frifID~# 

. b~t.~:~,: neighbor_, tot:' ~:~~.;.ner_~!,t;~j~~ forged • 

. : . '",.!"". what :r ha_ ~~~,' ~~j"""'tate home or 
',' i' !lti~;r. to 1,D....lva ~~U:ra' "ommUdty.-'. , 

'or year. t.IIe dd.:r. of that "_tty,, '11k.'1I.1en , ....u • 
.	P1o"_CO L&Riv~•• lILI:'jory St",,_ Dougl.... o:r t.IIe f ..ther ",...r 
tll."c.c....., in 8el.mU-. liIew J.rsey •• all ..tcllac! ... th.i.. op
apac•• fillac! up••• t.IIeb local .tr..... ' driac! up or ..a pollutac!• 
•• fewe:r biJ:da &lI4 Uall &lI4 -_ell 11"ac! in t.IIe1r ..t ....Ilac!. 

~is i .... _racy. _. aDd tlI.rougb th6 la_ that they 
votac! fOJ:. thea.' _1c..... &lI4 tlla!:r cllildren stappac! t.IIe 10•••
'!'hey ••t .aide park &lI4 pub11c opeD _"08, they prot.ctac! thO 
loc..l loJt•• aDd .t....... ",....,by. they workac! for t.IIe .urvi.... l of 
the DAtlv. c"...t ....... they grew up with. '!'hay ...ac! f_al la_ to 
b..ck.top the pro"......d gi"a poweJ: to tba1:r .ffort•• 
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AS I '''ent out there t saw. America.:uJ cr08siug' tlle threshold 

frOD\ Prevention into watershed R.estoration. 'rhey are 'building 

upon the curreut framework of lawaI g'iving form aDd contaat to 

a.b8trae~ clumsily worded code8, getting reaulta beyond the 

expe~tatioue ~the leg'ielator& whe wrote o~r lawe 'back i~ the' 

1970&. ' 

OUr federal law8 do ~ot require that cOdmUDities restore 

their local waters, but in or4er to reatore their lo~al waters 

those communities require our laws. 


When I g'a.ther witll thea, Americana say to met We have <lone 

this, and. we are pro~d of what we have ,done .. But we can <10 lDCIre. 

We bave stopped the 4ecline of our river, the erosion of our 

soil. the doiaappearance of our open land., but we C&I1 go further. 

We can, &Ad. will, bring life out of deattl, we can roll up our 

sleeves and continue the task of cle&Ding it ~p, bringiA9 baCk 

~ative fiah, re~onn.cting the entire l&a4acape, reclatming our 

heritage .. 


When tbey oay thio to =-, I an...~ that tbi. Adm1ni.t~atlon 

.111 back tbea ev.~ o1ngl••t~ of tb. way. 


Wa<.111 back tbol~ offort. to r ••to~••v.~ o1ngle wat.robed 
in AIII.ri.... 

We will became full partDezs in this p~oce••, u.ing lawa 

creatively, li.tening to local needa, emp~ing local 

communiti•• , end ohariog tho ..c.te of a••to~.t1CD. 


w. will help tbea ~...laiD th.i~ b~ltog•• 

But mo~. tban that, tbl. Adm1ni.tration i. tak~ the lood 

by ex.mple, working OD & larger scale to demon.trate ~•• 

pr1nc1plem in plac.. like. 


• '1'11.' Pacifia lIIo~_.t, _. tho Pr.o1~t'. 'cro.t Plan _ 
.._t...d,n' ~~.Ilip with tho·;.tat.. of "·.III"V1lllD., Ol'09oD and 
C.lilo~le,and·with local cCmmuDl,'•••iA tbo CO.cad.., to p~ovid& 
• st>.td!>ablO' 'tl.llb_ ba.rve.t, to·· """toot tho ......~...t fora.ta, and 
te' ............ tJIIt lU.torlc ••l.zDoG JII'U,ae,. '" H "'; ;'Ir.:~'.! -J_ • 

. ."".'; ,~o 
a., S<!'Il'4e.,lodda, _ ...ith.... have joined with .tate and 
'local &g_l" iD a 1~ tora p~j ...t to recoaneot th••."...ed, 
hydrologiC' aft~i.. that ODC. fl_ dOwD t.IlnNgb the IU.var of 
G~"., b_1~ tho !:%opl...1 ....0 •• and _. of tho _glad••, 
re.to~ing natural lifo all tbo way'dQwD ~gb tho 'lorida Bay 
fi.he~1e. to tho'ley•• 

• Sen fianc1.co llay Delta, _. d1var•• <group... tho Pa..1fic, 
'.d.~ation cf 'i.barman, ~t uD1ia£ted, f~it and vogot&ble 
grower•• and clti•• and cammuDit1•• f~aa San Di .... to SaD 

. fianeloco - - have all fo.-cl a -.tn.nbl.p to ouura thriving 
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tarmlands. ~rawing eiti•• , &Dd restoration of fisb and .aterfowl 
up the Sacr&meAto and the San Joaquin River ..tersbeda. 

.. Th... Black.toDe River Valley, where small tOwn. and citi•• 
that gX'tnf up al."'bcg' the first industrial river in America have all 
come together U#der an interstate commi•• ioD that restor•• the 
oietorie mille. turns the old brick buildings into theaters and 
restauranta. aDd offer8 flah1Dg and boat excuraioca to touriats 
from around America. 

• . Ch••apeak. Bay, where .e are working with the Amish of 
Pennsylvania, the Maryland Oy.stermen, and the lIaval fl.et itL 
Horfolk, Virginia to restore the crabs, the .h.llfish~ the 
striped ba•• fisherie. , ~tl1 the watera are clear enough to wade 
in up to your. ch.at, look down, and ••• your fe.t. 

Whether they ero•• state borders or eroa. county lin•• , all 
the.e restoration effort. all have the ...., CommoD, iorkldg 
principleo, pr~ciple. that parallel the werk of atudanta at 
Scl'Ul>g1"u" llulU '!'hey .... e unite4 by _tershe<la. they are built 
through part:erahipa, they are reinforce4 by fe4eral law.. an~ 
"they reach 4.oisioa. through the COD.Un. of ev.l"YOtle involved. 

Tb.ey My involve tu. of thou.azuSa of people, but the 
e••ential nature ia all thoae people are cODing together. 'working 
in harmony, listening to one another, looking iUWard towa~ 
their community in search of a ecmmoD solution, &ad gettlag to 
yes. 

Whu it all came. tooether, a. the.e .tudea~. &D4 t.achers 
at scruhgra"a RW1. Per:u:urylvania, can tell you;, it is an 
_traord1nary .......... t.. more _ut.iful by t.he _ledge t.hat .. 
have all playe4 a part in ..aItl.q it. happeD, IUId tha lalowle4p
that It... reD_l rlpple. _tr..... to oth......t....front . 
com=uDlt.l•• , glvinV eaCb one a .trong... sanae of place. 

And ... rea~'SiI!··1it that.' '"cmeDt i& that tha lIIovlro_t 1. not 
just a H'!IIiII1Wltit:"~t.., or ...... place out400n, or _ an 
-iaw.- to .. -h.aAl~· by on~ party or ~~ • 

.. ,j~'.,I,~.::a ....'t*..,. ·,d~ ".;-i. 

'n W'~1'Itrth.at. endur•• only'i:IIrough ...... lahor., ... 
opport.~'tha1f'i'IiIIl'iir'.. long a. we Ught for lt, part of our 
collect.l~ herltag., pa••e4 on l1ke a torCb, a jOb that bring.
all of .... 'togeth... UDdar a c__••• . '.. 


!low let·. pt: to werk.' 

... ,. ,. 
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THE FUTURE ENVIRONMENTAL AGENDA FOR THE UNITED STATES 

._l:>Y ~rUCr Babbit~\ 
_"' '--",'.:, <...",~, .' I., ....... r 


INTRODUCTION 

I must tell you that it is an enormous pleasure to be back 

in this community I mixing it UP. holding seminars J conducting 

disputatlons--and I plead absolutely guilty to speechifying to 

any group of two on any corner. I must'tell you why that is. I 

left the. political arena 'four years ago and retired, unindicted, 

with my reputation intact. I paid my bills and. went home to find 

out what was next. Somewhat to my dismay I I f?und that what was 

next was that I had to make a living and therefore was reduced to 

the practice of law. It was a wonderful and fairly obscure four· 

years out there. All of a sudden, when you are invited back into 

the limelight for a brief moment, it is irresistible. 

I am reminded of something which occurred a few weeks ago,· 

I was on an airplane, flying from L-os A"ngeles to NeW York. It 

was early in the' morning and I was sitting. ·thinking 

nostalgically. about this year's campaign and about what it·.....as 

like to be in the limelight. This guy next to me .....as reading a 

newspaper and he kind of looked over at me quizicallYI and went 

back to his newspaper. He then looked over again with the 

faintest gli~er of recognition. He finally put dOWn his 

"·United States Secretary of the Interior; previously Governor 
of Arizona. This essay derives fro:n the Ray MOses Lecture , 
delivered on october 29, 1992 1 at the Univer~ity of Colorado School 
of Law. 
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newspaper in frustration and said: "Say, werenlt you Bruce 

Babbitt?" 

I must say it is very tempting--on the eve of a national 

election of some significance, for which I am harboring modest 

hopes of a landslide victory--to turn to Ray Moses and say: "I 

know this was a natural resources lecture, but we are going to 

turn it into a political science forum.'" But I will restrain 

myself and resist the urge to do that. Instead, I will See if I . 
. can~ with an occasional political aside, iden~ify wh~t I think 

the large issues are on the horizon for the future of the 

environmental movement of the United states. 

The future of the environmental movement is an interesting 

topic, because we have not spent much time in the last twelve 

years thinking about it. Those of us who care about these things 

have spent much of our time on the defensive, fendin9 off the 

likes of James Watt and all of his'progenYt who have populated 

the federal bureaucracy and seek to roll ,back the accomplishments 

of t~e past. We have spent inordinate amounts of time struggling 

to protect the wetlands I to move forward on automobile efficiency 

standards, to reform. western water policy, to move forward with 

waste management, recycling, and all of the is'sues that are so 

familiar. But I think with at l'east a prospect of a large 

change, it is now important to begin asking: where do we go from 

here?, Apart from the specifics of water, wilderness, 

reclamation, agriculture, waste, and all·these different issues, 

we need to examine what is on the horizon for the next decade, or 

two, or three, or four, or a half century. 
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AS I start to look out across the horizon, a couple of 

thing~ occur to me. We have managed in this country to do some 

things pretty well. We have learned,about wilderness and parksJ 

the control of toxic wastes, the Clean water Act l the Clean Air 

Act--the third party legislative victories have pretty much been 

wOn. What we are going to confront in the next generation of 

environmental challenges are going to be the hard problems. They 

are going to be the intractable, difficult proble~s that relate 

to how we live on the land and how we reach an equilibrium of 

some kind with the planet'. 1 would like to tonight, if 1 can, go 

through the three areas that I think best illustrate the extent 

to which in the next generation we are going to have to pull the 

environmental movement back into an examination of our lifestyle. 

This means looking at how we run an industrial society, and at 

how, and even whether~ it is possible to make the kinds of 

changes in the structure of this society. in the organization of 

our economy an'd our culture. and in our personal habits, to avoid 

the possibility of environmental catastrophe. 

The first area' I want to talk about is climate, climat.e 

change, and the fossil fuel economy. The second area is summed 

up in the word "biodiversity~1f The important question in thfs 

area is~ tq what extent, do We have to change our attitudes, our 

perceptions f and our lifestyle in order to live in equilibrium on 

this planet with the multitude of species whiCh represent the sum 

product of our 'evolutionary history. Another q'.Jestion is whether 

or not there is! in fact, enough space tor the sum of creation. 

the extraordiz:tary diversity of life'on this planet, or whether it 

3 



will simply be crowded out and driven to extinction by the 

expansionist tendencies and careless habits that we have built up 

as a single. species. The third issue- I want to examine is, 

assuming that we can take care of-these issues in our own 

society, what chance do we have of bringing the rest of the world 

along? The fact is, even if we can ~ake the mOst fundamental 

changes in this society, we do not stand much.of a chance in the 

next century if the gains we make are simply canceled out by 

development -and population growth incurred in the rest of the 

world. International development and growth could cancel out any 

conceivable gains this country might make~ 

I. Climate Change 

First of all, I would like to talk about the climate change 

issue~ The Bush administration and a few odd characters, 

including one or two scientists, still deny that there is a 

problem with respect to climate change--but there is. Our 

consumption of fossil fuels is adding carbon monoxide to the 

atmosphere in a linear fashion, and the consequences of doing so 

are now thoroughly understood in terms of the 'greenhouse effect 

and the progressive heating of the globe--""ith all: of the 

catastrophic changes that ""i 11 take place. 

The difficulty ..ith this as a political issu"e is that the 

global warming process is sloWi in the initial year,s the 

background noise of other fluctuations in the climate of the 

planet make it difficult to actually pinpoin~ and demonstrate 

conclusively from year to yea= what is happening. But the effect 
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is undeniable, and it is a challenge'we cannot evade, however 

difficult it may be. I Was in Minneapolis last weeki talking 

about this and some guy put his hand up and said: *lGlobal 

warming, I 1 m for it! It's too cold in Minneapolis~n 

There are other problems in addressing cli~ate change. By 

an extraordinary coincidence, last year there was the eruption a 

volcano called Pinatuba in the Philippines. This eruption is 

clearly going to 'make the climate a little cooler for the next 

three or four years because it is a well-known, well-understood 

effect that volcan~c erup'tions can actually screen out sunlight 

and send the temperature in the other direction. Searching 

through the various problems, \ie have to ask: "can we put in 

motion a polit~cal response to the climate change problem and, 

more specificallYt with respect to our addiction to the use of 

fossil fuels,?11 

There has not been much discussion of these issues in this 

presidential campaign. The only example I can think of is the 

issue of auto~obile effiCiency standards. One approach to 

yanking the needle ot fossil fuel addiction out of our arm is to 

increase the use of ~echnology--specifically in the manufacture· 

of autornotives~ We did this back in the 1970$· when we adopted 

fuel efficiency standards which increased our fleet average fro~ 

14 miles per gallon (MPG) to about 26 MFG. That is enough to 

save, in a single day, the entire amount of oil that· we i~port 

from the Persian Gulf. And there is no question that it is 

technologically feasible ~ow to take the next bump up from 26 MpG 

to about 40 to 45 MPG. I do not need to elaborate on this 
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because I suspect some of you are already driving cars ~hich are 

approa~hing that rate. 

But the cultural lag is so difficult that we have a campaign 

in which the President of the United States (8ush] goes to 

Detroit# Michigan and with a straight face tells union workers 

those auto efficiency standards ~ill put 300 1 000 auto workers out 

of work~ The situation is portrayed as jobs versus the 

environment: you can not have bo~h, you have to make the choice. 

And I am standing there thinking: that is demagoguery of the 

worst kind. The President knows that those standards apply not 

only to American cars, but also to Japanese cars, French cars, 

German cars, and British cars. So how do they make,us lose jobs: 

The answer, of course, is that they do not. Technology transfer 

will maintain all of those jobs and probably create more .. 

There a lot of other possibilities that we are going to have 

to ask ourselves about, even if they are not being discussed in 

this campaign. One of these que"stions is the extent to which we 

can regulate electrical utilities, telling the utilities that 

they must begin c'onserving energy, investing· their money in 

conservation and creating energy by saving energy. We couldj 

tell the utilities to give out free neon lights, to do insulation 

projects, energy conversion, and we could offer them a return for 

doing it. This is already happening ,in Florida, but not in many 

other states. All of these ideas are final analysis, technical 

things., t'l timately, , we must rely on alternative energy sources 

that are not polluting I and we ~ust transfer the sUbsidies fro~ 

nuclear fossil fuel to alternative fuel. 
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We are also going to have to address the issue of economics 

and have the courage to mention the word tax. T - A-X. Now, 

the gas tax is obviously a starting point which is largely absent 

from this political campaign. It is an issue that has been 

raised by ,a distinguished line of unsuccessful politicians; John 

Anderson, Bruce Babbitt, Paul Tsongas, and yes, even Ross Perot. 

The case for taxing energy, whether in the form of a carbon tax 

or a gas tax, is inescapable and the benefits are obvious. 

Energy taxen and carbon taxes raise the price to its true cost, 

including the cost of cleaning up the carhon dioxide effect. 

Charging higher prices is really a much more efficient way of 

inducing conservation than raising techn'ological, standards. It 

takes us away from these enormous investments in central power 

plants that detract from our ability to invest elsewhere in the 

economy. 

To top it off, energy taxes are tailor made for this 

economy, in which 'we are consuming too much and must ultimately 

begin to invest ~ore. so, ~e should move away from an income 

tax, which is a disincentive for savings, and have low 

consumption taxes, which are an incentive for savings. Most 

impoFtantlYI if we have the courage to do it~ we should propose a 

revenue-neutral carbon tax which will apply to all fossil fuels, 

and specifically to gasoline. If we raise the gasoline tax and 

reduce the payroll tax in an equal amount, thereby inducing 

efficiency, we will lower the production costs of additional 

energy and facilitate savings and additional jOb creation. 
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The question is. of course, is it possible? It is 

i~possible in this political campaign, and it will be impossible 

until somehow we manage to create a larger sense of public 

understanding and urgency about the need to use both technology, 

and econotni(: incentives to move away from the fossil fuel 

economy. Furtherroore. the partial vision of the future relates 

to this i5S1.1e of biodiversity Which, again, is really a question 

of whether or not we can bring the environmental movement home to 

fndividua1 lifestyle changes. You see E regulation which only 

mandates t.hat industry do, something does not fully deal with the 

fossil fuel issue unless it also inflicts some economic changes 

on each and everyone of us. 

II. Biodiversity 

The biodiversity issue is very simple. First, let me see if 

I can state what I think the problem is. As' I see it, the 

problem is the mass extinction of species. Around this world, we 

are exterminating some 50 to 100 species per day--every day, day 

in, day out. we are creating the largest mass biological 

extinction since the Cretaceous Era4 For those of" you who are 

not geologists, the Cretaceous Era occurred a sh'ort time before 

the Rocky Mountains started corning up out of the earth about 16 

million years ago. This extinction is all the more frightening 

because of the pace at which it is taking place. There is no 

indication of where it might stop unless we get serious about 

taking. charge. The difficulty with this issue is, we have not 

done a very good job of answering the question of: "'Why does it 
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matter,? It Hol,f do you persuade a truck driver. a postal worker ~ or 

a lawyer, that the loss of species in the ~~azon, or the loss of 

the white rhinoceros in Africa, makes any difference'? 

The fntellectual line of attack is to say that there are 

enormous implications. I will give you some examples. The 

Madagascar periwinkle, a little tiny flower no one has paid any 

attention to, all of a sudden becomes the 90t-effective cure for 

childhood leukemia and Hodgkin's disease~ The.Pacific Yew which 

grows in the old growth forests of the Northwest l a trash tree, 

which the logging compani.es have been piling non-stop onto 

bonfires non-stop for the last 50 years turns out to have a 
substance called Taxal, which now appears to be an 

extraordinarily potent cancer fighting drug. It might be 

possible, in theory at least, to independently discover and 

synthesize these co~plex substances, but it is not all clear it 

would ever happen. There is a cornucopia of substances out 

there, 25% of the drugs that you take~ ·that are available in 

~rugstores,. ultimately have some biological base to them. The 

sane is true for agriculture. Monocultures that we grow, such as 

corn and wheat, are enormously susceptible to disease and 

destruction unless they are occasionally hybridized with the wild 

strains which are still being discovered in many parts of the 

world. 

I believe there is a much larger issue contained within the 

biodiversity question. It has to do with the concept of 

spiritual dominion. It questions I,fhether so~ething is badly 
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wrong in our o.....-n philosophy and perception of the world when we 

recklessly ()verturn and obliterate a web of evolution, creation-

however you characterize it, either or both--and start shattering 

the fabric~ willy-nilly, without any regard to the consequences. 

I am struck by the i~age of Noah and the Ark in Judeo

C.hristian tradition. James Watt (one of my great favorites) came 

to me once and said: !Iyou guys who care about nature are the 

agents of the anti-christ." I said: "Jim, would you explain that 

to merit He replied; "Well, that's a little harsh. You're really 

pantheists, because you are worshipping inanimate objects and to 

the. extent that you see God in creation.it draws you away from my 

version of what is in the 8ible~n I said: "Well, JiJ:l, excuse mel 

I am not a pantheist. I am a nature lover. What do you make of 

the parable of Noah and the Ark? My ,view of that story in the 

Bible is that it is an argument for preservation of God's 

creation. of saying that even in the time of the deluge there 

was a mandate to take a pair of every species on earth onto an 

Ark. I! So, however you come out of all of this. there is 
, 

ultimately a s"piri tual or at least a philosophical or ethical 

issue implicit in this question. Is it really possible for the 

human race to live lightly on the land? Or are we simply going 

,to continue to metastasize"with our industrial civilization, to 

the point where we have shattered the tapestry and made ourselves 

poorer and more lonely in the process: 

We have not had much luck addressing this issue, but here in 
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the United states we have two laws of great potential that are 

now becomin9 controv.ersial. These laws need io be understood and 

they need to be fought for in a desperate way. One is the 

Endangered Species Act and the other one is the Wetlands 

legislation¥ 

1. The Endangered species Act (ESA) 

The Endangered Species Act is an extraordinary law. I wish 

I could find the person who ~Tote that back in 1973, because I a~ 

certain that when the congress passed it they had no idea what 

they were passing. I am also certain that President Nixon, when 

he signed it, had no concept at all that it is 'an .eloquent and a' 

beautiful law Which says that at the point where a species· begins 

to tumble toward extinction we will at last address the issue of 

habitat. The only w'ay you can protect a species is to protect' 

its habitat. The ESA is a powerful law , which says when the 

tumble toward extinction begins, the habitat' must be identified. 

The law makes disruption or alteration of that habitat on public 

land or private la'11d a federal crime in most circumstances. 

The ESA has been a stunning success. You neVer hear about 

the succeSSE!S because the enenies of the law are out to persuade 

you that it is spotted owls or jobs, eit'herjor, that you can't 

have both. But there are wonderful examples. The most recent 

one that I have been involved in is the desert tortoise. It was' 

spiraling toward extinction in the deserts of California and 

Nevada~ The determination was ~ade and an order went out 

stopping homebuilding in the suburbs 0: Las Vegas and several 



california communities, because the spread across the desert was 

destroying the habitat. You can imagine the reaction among God

fearing, rugged individualist, gun-toting~ welre-going-to~do-it

our-way West,erners. But out of that we managed to broker a 

cOlltpro:nise w.'hich allowed ,some expansion in urban areas, but for 

each lot the developers take, they must put up a fee of a couple 

of hundred dollars« This money goes into a fund that 

consolidates the rest, of the public lands in Nevada, buys out th'e 

private inholdings, buys up the cattle leases, and creates 

enormous back-country spa,ce which will be preserved_ This model 

has been used again and again and again, limiting the way we live 

off the land and in the process "ante-ing- up" enough resources to 

protect the balance of the land. 

But President Bush has not chosen to see it this way_ I 

will give you-a little advance label here, but a very important 

one (after all, this is a small political speech) .. President 

~ush, several weeks ago, we~t to the state of Washington. In the 

old-growth forest# he stood on,the back o~ a truck and told the 

loggers in that comnunity it is either/or. You can have jobs or 

you can have spotted owls. but,You can not have both. And he 

went on to give a speech, in which he effectively said that the 

environmentalists are responsible for EX failures of the last 

four years and that it is now your obligation to blame the 

environmentalists and elect me--having agreed that it must be 

either/or. The answer, of course, is that it does not have to be 

either/or l even in the Pacific Northwest. The real problem up 

there in those old-growth forests is not the spotted owl. The 
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real problec is that the ,timber companies are chopping down the 

logs, closing the eills, and selling the round logs to'Japanese 

mills. The loggers without work have been persuaded to blame the 

spotted owl, 'when in fact it is the rapaciousne~s of the timber 

co:npanies, who g'et more money sending the round logs to Japan" 

':'he question that this raises is whether or not ....e can strengthen 

that law, continue to grope for compromisE, continue to insist 

that we will find ways to live lightly on the land. That there 

will be space. 

2. The Wetlands Legislation 

The Wetlands law ~s really quite similar but evan more 

controversial and even more difficult. You all understand the 

significance of wetlands: they are biologically the richest, 

most critical habitat of all. It is true in the streams and 

arroyos of the Rocky Mountainsi it is true along the Pacific 

co~st; it is true in the prairie potholes that sustain ~he 

P~cific 'Fl~~ay in the oakotas--all.over the country. And the 

Wetlands law simply.says, no more bulldozing-of wetlands. It is 

really a' land-use la.... and it really poses" I think, an 

interesting question. Once again, it has been assailed as being 

anti-growth. But the question it poses is: UIsn't it reasonable 

to say in a country the size of the unit~d states, where we are 

not running out of land, th,at, if you want to build a shopping 

center or a factory, you should find a piece of dry land to build 

it on? Wha~ does this have to do with jobs? It has to do with 
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location and nothing more. Sut once again the forces that xeep 

welling up .:;:ut of American history--saying lleverybody is entitled 

to do anyth.lng. anywhere. anytime. at whatever expense to the 

corn.."T'lUni ty",:,-prevall. 

Now I will step over here and do a little pOlitical sidebar. 

It is an important one to me because in 1988 ! was out on the 

campaign stump in Iowa and New Hampshire. We were trying to get 

an environmental discussion going. We did not have much luck in 

1988, bu.t one sunny day, the then-Vice President of the United 

states (Sush) made a speech to Ducks Unlimited. He said: "1 

pledge that ,if I a~ elected President 'of the ~nited States there 

"'ill be no net loss of wetlands." He did not say: .tRead my 

lips." But he did say no net loss of wetlands. Then~ t",o years 

later, he stood up and announced: "I am coltlr.'litted to no net loss 

of wetlands. But [sotto voce] I incidentally,' "'e have redefined 

the term wetlands. II As of today ,there are 50% less wetlands than 

there ;.,'ere t:hen~ Not even the Everglades qualifies under the new 

definition! 

That is the challenge we face with the Wetlands law. Again 

I would like to take you back to the philos~phical point: do we 

have th,e capacity in this country to say that we are going to be 

discriminati~g about "'here we are going to put our print on the 

land? It does not have anything to do with jobs.' .There is 

plenty of room to develop, but not anywohere, anytime~ It is in 

the manifest benefit of the community to say that we can coexist 

with the rest of God's creation. 

It is the same issue that I see as I drive from Denver to 
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Eoulder. It is an issue ~hich has been addressed in this to~n in 

some" small way with a tax to acquire buffer land around the 

community. These are principles which have to be expanded to a 

larger area. Of course we come back to the question again. We 

can persuade ourselves that that is a worthwhile endeavor, and we 

can adjust ()ur concept of property rights to find some way to 

fill people1s reasonable expectations of economic gain at the 

same time that we have the capacity to say: tlno, you can not do 

that" if the interests of the cOTnlllunity, of mankind, of 

humankind, and of all of creation have to be reconciled a little 

more thoughtfully." 

III. Tho Bor~erless Worl~ 

My last ",point is this: assuming t~at in the next generation 

we can come to grips with these new issues that impact us 

personally, that" require life style and community changes, what 

are we going to do about the rest of the world? I will tell you 

briefly how! first came to worry about this question. 

Some years ago, in Arizona. ! went after a copper smelter 

down in Douglas, which was operating with no air quality controls 

of any kind. The i"ni t"ial response from the Phelps" Dodge company 

....as: It ....hy is that any of your business?1I They ....ere rather used 

to running Arizona the way they sa.... fit and they deeply resented 

the fact that the mere Covernor would impinge upon ~heir 

historical impunity. We got in~o a knock-down, drag-out fight 

and I finally said": "You are either go'ing to control the 



emissions or close it. We closed it. As we were ~ncorking theII 

'champagne bottles to celebrate r I looked over my shoulder, across 

the torder in Mexico, and I saw them building a copper s~elter in 

Nako2:ari. This st(',elter w-as going to put out, uncontrolled, six 

times the ~mount of pollution that we had just eliminated ~n 

Arizona. It was coming acr'oss the border I straight at the lakes 

of the high Rocky Mo~ntains. I called the Reagan administration 

and they said: 11 well, that is none of our business~1I We ',.;ent at 

it for a long time and it is still happening today. But my point 

simply is that we now live in a border less world. 'Bnvironmental 

problems randomly aff.ect everyone throughout the world. As we 

move into a single/ global economy I without natural border,S, we 

are inexorably moving into a single, world planetary environment. 

Think about this example. ,The coal-f ired power plant, out 

of town here, affects the air in Sydney, Australia or in 

Auckland, New Zealand, exactly like it affects the air right 

here. w~en a starving peasant clears and burns land in the 

Amazon rain forest it affects the. air in this room, exactly the 

sarne amount as it affects the air in Brazil. There are other 

extraordinary examples. The Monarch butterflies that I remember 

as a child Clinging to ~he milkweed plants in ·the vacant lots in 

the summer tine--evary si:,.gle one of those MO:'.arch butterflies, 

every winter , goes to one mountain top in central Mexico, which 

is now being clearcut by a Mexican logging compact. Can you not 

see? There are no borders. 

The question then .beco~es( if we succeed in getting our 

society together, what do we do about the others? That, of 
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course, is what the Envfronmental Summit in Rio de Janeiro ,,",as 

meant to be about. It ended up not being about that because of 

the abnegation of American leadership, but no,,", the time has come 

to go· back to those issues. I think the way back is through a 

different route called trade. I thir~ that we now are going to 

have to tie together the environmental world and the economic 

world of trade--once and for all. 

And I will close witp just a brief example of how I came to 

understand this. Back in the mid-19BOS, the United States 

Congress, under the leadership of Jerry Studs and a few other 

farsighted congressmen, passed something called the Marine. Mammal 

Protection Act. For reasons"r do not fully understand it got 

past the President. ! do "not think anybody, once again 1 " really 

understood what it was.· It had a wonderful title: Marine Mamnal 

Protection and Consumer Information Act~ And hidden in that Act 

was the first example in history of the kind of linkage I am 

talking about. The law mandated the Depart~en:t of Co.mmerce to 

close American markets to any tuna caught by any fishing country 

in the world by 'the use of purse seine nets--which destroy the 

dolphins who swim with yellow-fin tuna in the tropical Pacific. 

The lawyers went to court. The Bush administration 

stonewalled and refused to iw.pose the embargo, but the courts 

finally did. They did it as'a result of the efforts (and this is 

I think ,a story about how individuals can change the world) of a 

young guy named Sam Blood from San Francisco. One day Sam Blood 

went out and purchased a video camcra, stuck it in his coat and 
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went do~ to Tiajuana and hired on to a Panam~nian tuna fishing 

boat. He spent three months in the eastern Pacific posing as a 

fisherman, surreptitiously putting together these videotapes 

which made their way onto the NBC ni'ghtly news, and which created 

an upwelling of support for doing something about the dolphin 

situation. We had the tools in the form of the embargo, and as a 

result of that, every nation in the world is today headed toward 

using dolphin-safe fishing practices I because of the power of 

American markets~ We took a stance, saying we are going to 

impost an embargo on the products of all cocntries which violate 

accepted environmental nor!t'.s. 

Think about the power ~f that principal. Why could that not 

be employed against countries which destroy tropical forests? Or 

countries which persist ,~n allowing rhinoceros species to be sent 

to extinction so that rhino horns can be made into daggers for 

Middle Eastern males, or elephant tusks for ivory ornaments? 

That is the power that one uses and it is going to be the ,next 

great international ,opportunity: to come together with other 

countries that care, and say we are going to use the markets of 

the world as a stick to enforce environmental standards which 

hopefully will be agreed upon in thoughtful discuss~ons among 

countries, but if not agreed upon, must be advanced by those who 

care. 

That, in conclusion, is really what the Mexican discussion 

is all about. We have to join up with Mexico, in a free-trade 

agr?ement, in a broad North American economic alliance. This'is 

the first opportunity we have had to link up trade and 
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environ~ental standards in what Bill Clinton and Al Gore and a 

lot of us are saying is the most momentous trade nego~iation of 

this century. Because if We get it right with Mexico , get the 

mechanisms in place, and get an agreed upon relationshipt ~he 

other 165 countries of the world will fall like ten pins into a 

Nerth/ South, developing world/ industrial 'World accofl".rnoda tion-

which gives us some hope for the future. 

CONCLUSION 

h~ere de I conclude? r gues~ with a political observation: 

that these issues can not be left to politicians because they are 

really deep and intensely personal issues that affect all of us.' 

Even if, or I should say'when, Bill Clinton is elected President 

of the United states, the job of the environmental movement is 

not' to sign up on a big sheet and head' for Washington to be part 

of the establishment. Because in American history. the flux of 

American politics, the big changes never come from inside. The 

big changes corne from the barbarians in the hills, laying siege 

to the citadel of power. It has always been true~ Think of 

~~erican history; the civil rights movement I the SUffragette 

~ove~ent--all .of the great movements in American society, begin 

right here. So, the irony of all of this is, as we contemplate a 

new age in Washington, many of us are now looking ,forward to our 

troops and saying: !lOur reward is to celebrate, and then to head 

for the hills and begin the guerrilla action in trying to get 

these issues 'into the dialogue. U Thank you ve7;Y much. 
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