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Clinton signs Sand Dunes park
| bill

By BYicpas My agibt gy
Denver Post Weshingtan Bureay

.9 Relatad artcles
Nov, 43, 2000 - WASHINGTON - Prasident
Clinton quietly signed 2 bill Wednesday turning Great Sand Dunes
Nationg! Monument near Alamosa into the nation's newest
national park, bringing a remarkably fast fegislative effort across
tha finish line, ‘

Administration officials say they

Bill signed hope to finish the upgrade with the

WWwMWtww purchase of the 100,000-acre Baca

mmm % Ranch before Clinton lesves office,

HAGHTIEt e p And a visit by Clinton to the

mmmrm evershifting dunes, the taliest in : .
North America, is not ocut of the

QU&S{ZGQ,

“Tve always sai¢ that nationa!
parks are destination points for
tourists, while monuments are
staps on the way {0 parks,” said
Dion Stewart, spokesman for the
grassroots Citizens for the
Manument tq Park Conversion
Committee,

"1 think it will have a beneficiai
ecunomic impact on the vallay, It won't be the end of the valiey's
water wars by any means, but (Clinton s approval) will take a big
burden off one sector of the rescurce.” :

Located southwest of Puebio across the mountaing in the San Luis
Valley, the dunes themselves cover 38,000 acres of the valley
floor and rise 700 feet against the Sangre de Christo range.

The land covered in the bill alse includes mountain meadows,
gipine tundra and the 14,165-foot Kit Carson Pesk, The scosystem
nwludes 3 diverse colletion of dune plants, golden eagles,
red-tatled hawks, mountain bluebirds and ground squirreis,

But the real prize for supporters is the neighboring Baca Ranch,
wihich has been at the center of bitter water fights in the valley for
years, Valley officials and farmers are hoping federal ownership
will put an end to repeated efforts to turn the ranch into & water
farre for the Front Range,



U8, Sen. Wayne Allard, R-toveland, and ¢o-~sponsar U5, Rep,
scott Melnnis, R-Grand lunction, were overioyed,

"I'm excitad far the peopie of the San Luis Valley,” Allard said,
“They worked hard. This was 3 lacall y drivan proposal. It easily
meets the standards of 3 park.”

A national park designation genarsily gives a site better status
than & monumaent, It typically draws more tourists and can mean
greater funding. Legislators noted that it took 14 years to win
approval of Black Canyon of the Gunnison Nationat Park, but the
dunes bill was dane in one.

Fay Wright, president of the Rio Grande Water Conservation
Digtrict, was pleased with the signing but $aid i wan't end future
attempts to export the valley's water,

“In the West, with water in increasingly short supply, the vailey
will cantinue 1o be viewed as 3 source I Cover spomegne eise’s
itfg,” Wright said. "We haven't ever had a time when we didn't
have 3 waler war, and we ¢an't assumae this will be the end of
them,”

Clinton's approval Wednesday surprised no one, of course. The bill

fit neatly into his drive to build a "lands legacy” before leaving

offica, Byt the bill caused a big split in Colorado’s congressional

delegation, U.$, Rep. Joel Heﬂey, R-Colorada Springs, opposed the : .
upgrade, cailing the dunes "a p:re of sand”™ that doesn't merit park

status,

The park will not be created until the sscretary of the interior
dacides the government has encugh land with enough “diversity of
resoures.”

That bagically means buying the Baca Ranch. Congress put about
$8.5 miilion into the federal hudget, but the price of the ranch is -
expected to he as high as $35 million. An intermediary like the
Nature Conservancy is expected to make up the difference, then.
be paid back by future congressional appropriations.

Denver Post correspondent Mark H. Hunter contributed to this
report.

Copyright 20600 The Danver Post. All righta reserved,
This materisl may not be published, broadeast, rawrittsn or rodistributed.
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~ Saving Yosemite -

: Intemr secretary has a creﬁhble pian

L nterier %cretary Brice  visitors aym the pari IS Besat by
; ,';..-Babbm}zasbeenacaam&  traffle gridlock. On a typical sume
: v; tious Steward of the natden's - mer'd weekend, 7.000 cary wend;
; o nattral; resources, As his | thelriway through clogged roads:
i o dightyeay tenure drawn to 3. . Yosemile's futire, which hag beea-

. close; he deskrves particular cred- -~ debated. for, the last two- decades;
it for-his plag to restore and, prev “hingéa: ot reduciag auto s traffic.
+ serva’ the ' spéctacular. Yosermite... a&dﬂmmmmagﬂm{&ﬁs
© Valley by curbing vehicular trafic., . the dirand spolls acenic views, ;-
- and controtling crowds that threat-/ - ; Balancing - publie “acress and:
“ento omwhelm thi.s ;arma na-;':~ copservaton is crucial to presere
: uoaalm ’mg‘%’oaetmtc Babbz::;sn’t!oulmg
ot tmveiﬁns his p%é&”’”Babbm‘j " to'.hap "cars” from - the ; Yosemite:
" aoteds :hat :his" goal ‘s to makc g'sfaﬁqy so mzzdz as.he’s fying o
U sure: viszt&:s s e L0, slleviate the rab
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New mining rules protect fe

Gevemment says they could cost industry
‘upto $484 million and 6,100 new jobs

feaci Watson
TO0AY

Strict new rales published esday by
the Clinton administration are expected]
to reduce the savironmental damage of
mmning oo federal land in the West
also result in 5% o 0% Jegs mining ac-
tiviTy, the government estimates.
The rues inclugde 2 major new provi-
sion: Federal officials can deny approval
Santal reparabi armr o ieplce
irve

. able tand, Environmentralises have com-
g tha desoyed cven the oo
ini ¢ even the most
b%crhismricalhqunpommw
The rules to rines for goid, sil-
ver, copper and other minerals on Land

belorging to the Bureay of Land Man-  raised the

agement. While the BLM is not a5 much

gf&%mmas&wg;ﬁmé
Service, 1 manages pearly one-
gightts of the fand in e Unitsd States,
some 264 million acves, Allof tis in
‘gz’?hu‘mmm stich a5 Oregon and

NOV 22 2000

deral

fod

land

Minersd Policy Center. “When it comes
to mining on publictands. some of the
worst mine proposals can now be ree

jected”

For example, § said, under the
pew rues, the BiM wotld probably ast
have approved the mining of Montana's
Spirit Mourntain, which st on an indian
eservation. "It was 3 sacred mowgan
10 thess tribes, and now it's gone, What

Wwas Once 3 mountain is now 4 big pr.”

Milions of penple nike, ride al- hesaid

terrain vehicles, fish and hunt on BLM
tand every year, and their numbers ane
pastures, riher companiss
e e les, Whihh repice
THA w weg-
ulations dhat havent been rewritten
sinoe 1980, mark a substantial shift in
attitude for an a%r::y that environ-
mentalists fuve often derided as the
“Bureau of Livestack and Mines.”
“The Clinton administration has
i environitental bar,* said Alan
Septoff, reform campaign director of the

--The new rues aso require more
time-consuming and complex permnits
for some mines. And in 3 victery for tax-
pavers, every raine on BIM land must
bond to pay for cleanup if the mine.
an exvirorurental disaster, The
requirements for the bonds are aiss be-
ing & ‘sngmeIMitsfn'tle;ftwim;
Wl piece of paper ff a rnine goes
under,

These new provisions shoukd help”

prevent taxpavers from having o foot
the bili for mine cleanup, which they
have to do fairly often,

Environmentalists welcomed the

new ruie but found fault with 4 provi«

sion they said would lead o0 moare
dumping of tede waste from mines onte
BIM land.

The mining inchustry and state officials
criticized the new rules’ potential effect
on jobs and the economy, Federal econ-
e e T
could cost
$164 million 10 $484 miltion in lost min-
el ien. It also could result in
2,160 to 8,100 fewer new jobs,

“We believe X' going to be a detri~
ment i Harderock muissy snd nierg
devebwmng&saédﬁﬁm &%aé{ia_]erza’i&a
sociation.

The state with the maost (o lose is Ne
vada, which has manr gold and sibver
deposits,

“This i% terrible newes for the state of
Nevada,” said Rep. im Gbboms, R-New.
He said Nevada mining companies were
sready mulling court challenges to the
nEw e
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Snowmobile ban set for '03 at 2
parks

gv r sy ATt
Qenver Past Environment Writsr

¥ Relsed artgins

Nov. 23, 2000 - Thousands of snowmobiles will

disappear from Yellowstone and Grand Teton national parks by
2003 to protect wildlife and beauty, the 1.3, Park Service
announged Wednesday.

Conservation groups hailed the decision, but neither snowmobilers
nor the animal-rights group that forced the Park Sarvice's hand is
happy about it, Hen, Craig Themas, R-Wyo,, is giready proposing
legisiation to delay the ban. And at eagt one off-road-vehicie
advocate is considering a federal court thallenge.

The bar was anaounced Wadnesday by Karen Wade,
Intermouritain Region director for the Park Servite, foiiawmg years
of stugy.

After the snowmohile ban is in place, winter tourists will be
restricted to muliti-passenger snow coaches, snowshoes or skis,
Naw snowmaebiie restrictions will B¢ phased ins next winter as the
park ramps up to coach service, N changes are planned for this
winter,

Park officials said the decision struck a3 compromise between

resgurce protection and winter tourism,

| "Unfortunately, snowmobiles have been shown (o harm wildife,

air quality and the natural quiet of these parks,” said Wade.
But critics were aiready reviewing their options,

Thomag, 8 member of the Senate Environment and Public Works
Committee, has proposed a legislative rider that would delay the
administration's ban and, in a related matter, give snowmobile
makers three years to meet emissions standards developed by the
Envirgnmental Protection Agency. .

“Thig is the wrong course and another example of the Clinton
administration's failure to lead, by ignoring reasonable solutions,”
said Thomas.

Adena Cook, public lands director for the Blue Ribbon Coalition, a
motorized-recreation advocacy group that claims 630,000
members, said that the ban, by some estimates, will cost
neighboring communities such as West Yellowstone 1,000 ;obs
and $100 m illion a year in tounsm.

PHIS00 10030 AM



A snowmoebile ban at Yellowstone and Grand Teton nationsi parks
would rémove 3 huge draw that sets northern Wyoming apart
frarn other snowmobile maeccas sueh as Colorado and sven
Minnesols, she said,

Cook said snowmobile groups are considering a court chalienge.
. "Not only is the decision not agcaptable o us, we believe the
process iisaif was Alawed,” she added.

But Mike Clark, executive directar ¢f the Greater Yeilpwstone
Coalition, said the decision means the park will finaily be in
compiiance with the National Enviranmentai Policy Act for the first
time in 20 years.

Bob Ekey, The Wilderness Society's northern Rockies director, said- -
the ban doesn't have o mean hargdshin for park neighbiors,

Ekey suggested that the Park Service can award snpw-ceach
cuncessions 1o neighboring towns and aggressively markat
Yellowstone and the Tetons, as it did alter the 1988 fire season.
Clark added that more than 400 miles of trails will remain open
outside of park borders,

But Clark fears that a lame duck Congress wiil hamstring the Park
Service's ruling, .

“We hope they don't, Decause we know the science is on our side, ’
. the taw is on ouf side, and the Arnerican publiv is o our side,”
said Clark,

fund for the Animals, the group that flied a lawsuit which forced
the Park Service to do the study, said the decision didn't go far
enough. The group is concerned that bison will contlnue to yse

snow-packed roads Lo leave the park, where they would be kiiled
hecause of fears they would spread disease to cattle,

Denver Post staff writer Mike Soraghan contributed to this report,

Copyright 2000 Tha Denver Post. All rights resarved,
This material may not be pubiished, broadeast, rewrittan or redistributed.
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'Plan Unveiled to:
j Restere Yosennte
to Natmal State

" Recmation' Babbﬁt Dbails
i&year bluepnnt, says it protects
park’s.beauty while enhincing

- Jargest environmentai gmups ‘
: show t:h,e:;r supper:. e

s, A vt
ByJAMESRﬁiﬁ’ﬁY nmsrmm

YOSEMITE' WLL&GE—%&eth Nature
E b@mmmmnﬁmﬁyﬁwmagﬁm
sending down 4 flood that washed hunsreds..
of campgrounds, dozens of hotel roomé arsd
zcres of as;;mzz from the ﬂm of Yosenite
Valley. - .
' In ' smowy meadow beszzie the Merced'
" River on Tuesday, National Park Service
' officiale pledged to continue nature's-ef-
(fortg—with a sweeping, 10-year plan i4 re-
1store meadows and riverbanka and to push
back rhankind’s sometimes overbearing
footprint in the heart of Ymmxze ’uation&l
.pm’\y‘%& Lt
: * {rterior Secretary Bmce Sabbxtt mtm-
i diwed. the. $442-million’ Yosemite Valley-
| Pian, saying it witl finally create the politi
¢ cal wili 1a aﬁimve the nearly threedecade
, old goal. of "restoring Yosemite’s breath-'
| taking beauty and providing balance.” “
“he plan will conserve the natural and:
fmizuml resources . of Yosemite National-

visitors’ experience, Leaders of the _

§
|
|
L)
* M
2
:
£
}

i
i

. Park,” Bubbill said, "while pruvidmg my* Intemx Mﬁf}' Bruce B&%ﬁt ispeaks” at ?esema on Tui’:ma?

access and mﬁﬂm U'Le qm@»}’
: visitor experienee.” .
! The plan reduces thi number of day;
; parking spaces in the Valley by mere than |
; zw&xdsmdwwagesmmwwz
| in ane of three lota that will be a halt-hour
i drive or more away from- cviews ofy
| breathtaking Bridalveil Falls and the tower |
" ing gravite monolith; » £ Capitan The volg-
| mrnotus Blyeprint alse calls for'the removal
f of mare than 400 tent cabing and pushes ab--
E most all developrment 3t least 150 feet away «
i from the Merced: River. Nearly haif of the -
i opark wke:swhonowimmzhenmuw :
! valley will be m!ocawd wwhmsmge]se- '
+ where. . ’
v The interior sem%zry and Pa:ri; Semz:e
¢ officialy predicied thal the propesal wiil
succeed where others have fadied becauss it
has,a wige support in the: environmental
-~ pommunity and substantisl funding already
get aside. The cost «f the work has grown,
however, by moge than ﬂﬂt}mjllmzma
M,az(:h d:(gft prmé, P .

¢
3

T e L

But every meadow, cmekandmin th
7-mile-long, mile-wide vailey has.ity owng
copstituensy, And: ag the-35 prateste
" glamering behind - Babhiit) with- placapdzi
. Tade clear, the fght qver the evolution oi A
i 1he vailey will continue,

Al lzast halla dozen leaderseithenaw
+ tion's Jargest and most prestigious gmviron-i

! mentsd

. with Babbitt to enderse the proposal, In the -
| packground, the sound of ive falls mmi;ieﬁ
. against the vailey's sheer granite walss 7 .

: Jay Watgon, regional director 5f the Wil*r

. Pleasr see YOSEMITE, A0

L%Anfg TWS

groups stood shoulder to shoulder™

Pooe: AR, AR
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, dernegs Seciely, sakd the 1897

. fiood had p'ese?{ed the Park
v Service withy 2 “ance-in-a-lifetime

. opportunity to Lransform ints re-
. ality what had istorically been s

magstic yer clusive vigon far Yo

semite Valley.”

“The central question was
whether the Park Service was up
to the wsk,'" Watson added, “Tha
Yosemite Valley Plan answers
that guestion with & ressunding

s yes”

Alge praiging the plan were the
American  Alpine Ciab, which
tauded iy partisular the preserva

tion of Cawp 4, one of the world's .

~great havens for climbers and
mtuntaineers: the Yosemiie Res
toration Trust, which rheered the
alimination of eariier plans to
buiid 3 mangive parking ot rear
El Capitan; ansd the Natrad e
sources Defense -Council, which
ipuded the restaration of river
banks and meadows.
Babbitt eaid the broad allianse
will help the Park Service win the

more than $262 million in capital -

funding stiil needed to make the
propassl a reality.

Many proiects sheuld be able o
begin without much delay, how
ever, beeause of the $105 millien
already sppropriated by Congress
for flood repairs and restoration,
‘That money can ke used on prof
8cis secheduled for completion in
the next wve 1o four years, inchul-
INg: improving campgrounds and
ending with & total of 300 sites, 25
miore than present bt short of the

¢ 849 before the flowd: sliminating

Cascades Dam (o restore the patyr
ral fiowe of the Merced River; rec-
reating meatdows and forest whare

. Upper and Lower-Hiver camp-
' grounds were waghed away; mod-

stnizing shuttle buses and mainte-

- nance facilities; and  replacing
i more thag HY motet units &t Yoo
* semite Ladge with rustic esbins,

more in keeping with the site’s
history,

In addition, the privale, non
profit Yasemite Fund tiag cornil-
ted 1o rapise $32.5 million to demed-

ish an aephait parking ot at the’

base of Yosemite Falls. The orv
ganizition has alse pledged W ine

Protesters 0pposed o fedemf plan veice cmcems in' Yosemite,

Despite the consensus, how-

ever, others are waiting 1o scuitle -

the plan.

The protesters who assembided
behind Babbdtt ‘Tueadzy said the
pian allews too much new devel
opment, Hke pew cahing, They
waved signs {hat read; "Stop the
NP$ Profit Maching” and, “John
Muir Would Be Crying.” As Bab-
Bitt spoke the growp unveiled a
large banper quoting David
Brower, the environmental elider
stalesman who disd earfier thig
month, "Yosemite sheuld be 2 ne
ture center,” Brower had said,
“not 3 profit center.”

Another constituency, mean-
while, worries ihat the federal
govemnment 5 impasing too many
regirictions and Hrmits on vigitors,

Kany business peaple in “gater
way' communities around Yoo
stmite said they fear that reduc-
ing overnight accanmodations in

the, park and encouraging people -

o ride the bug will. eliminaie
many of the family campers who
have been thelr ivelihood,

"We are ail fighting i here,”
salgd Joyee Kiing, a cook al the
Grizzly Bear restawranmt in the
town of Coarsegold, outside the
parkX. "The anly people whe it
would help are the big hotais, Bui
thig sown and all the ogther littie
towns won't get anylhing.” :

Bep. George Radanovich (B
Mariposa). who represents the

ares. nas said the Park Serme

pald tos ltije alizption 1o such”.

sentiments.
Sigraling that the path to fond

g the pian wili 5ot be a0 caxy one, -
Radarmc?zhascal!eﬁ‘fcrhm :

iite the “exteedingly coatly”

price
tag. He has alse proposed jegislation .
that, in the future, would require a

detailed sconomic impaed “analyiis

Rabhitt said the cezzz’:ept thzt.
tourist economies must sufler if
cars are discouraged haz been
proven wreag. The Purk Servien
last sunmer forced visitom to

Tian's Zien National Pwrk 1o

leave their cars and ride 2 shatte
bus, Babbitl eid. As many ag
4,000 cars & day were eliminated
from the mudsstie canyes at the
heart of the park, be said.

Mot vigitors rade buses i from,

- the - gateday cemmumty Qf(

Springdale

“The wildlife and the nature n
refurning there 1o the park. And
it's quiet and people are loving it,”
Babbitt dectared. “And people
who live-in Springdale say they
love it too because those

ave stopping there now and bay-
ing & setsvenis”

He pledeed that Yasemite Vai-
ley will remain accessible, but
with fnore consitdezation to the
aesthetics that brought ;aeap{e
hers i the first place.

b g o

R TR e s 1 e i @t 4 S % ot AR

#gall wheelchalr rumps and svest |

interpretive displays.

But the costy will be ctzgmag
The gxpansion of bus and shuttle
service glone will hike the park’s
operaiing busdget by at least $V
million a yeat.
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T ae ded b mran

Less Parking in the Valley

interior Secretary Brice Babbit on Tuesday raleased a plan for
Yesernite Nationw) Pork that would Includg &miting parking in Yosensite
Vaitey ang entouraging day visiiors to take buses Fom dessg{mted
k:catmns dutside the valley.

e i;iv rclpmvn/s7
r-"’;w%

B

zi”%w??!f

The plars woisig:

9 Remove ponctels and wood Cascaifes Bam m‘azh’» ‘more natural fiow of
$nsed Rives.

3) Coment 2 3:2-mile section of Northside Drive from automobits traffic to &
pedastrizs and sicycle path, ) .

(D Remove more than 1.4 parking spaces from Yosemite Valley

() Esiabiisn shutdebus service from 370 parking spaces at B Ponal

(3 £stadtisn shotiebiss service from 400 parking spaces ot Badges Pacs

{3 Estoblish shutisbs service hom 720 parking spaces near Crane Rist
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- rk Service anticipates $441 million cost

i

By Eric Brazi}
BANTRANUCIACD SXAMNER

TOSEMITE NATION-
AL PARY — The Nacionad
Park $crvice’s final plan for
Yosemise Vallovis kinderto
the common man and nae
rure 1han 15 predecessors,
but it wili casr a greac deal
e 6 implerrene,

ULE Becretury of the [ote-
rior Brugn Babbics arvived
inthe valtey Tueeday morpe
sngeoake the wrapsoffthe
slan, which has been a
work in progress for nwo
deuadeos,

The Park Sepvige caloue
izres thae the plan will re-
quirs 344 1.7 million i fed-
eral funding, almost $100
mullion more than o esis
mated in March when is
puhiighed a drakt plag.

=We've besn working on

° this for 30 yeass,” Babbire

s2i “Pesplc who know
. ¢ foscmite don's
.tompromise,™

sag Proposz] maindy
pravides a tramework for
restoring degraded areas
withiz the Merced River
corsidon Inalso aling 15 res
duce summer gridiock and
aULo congesuon.

While il draft plan was
severely <piticiznd by envie
ronmensal groups, the Anal
version haa already won
support from  several
groups that have been giv-
n an advanes peck gt

" Ae long lase, che Park
Servise sposars poiged o
srotect Yasemite Valley's
scomparable reseurces by
redusing s0oces (o privae
cars, providing clean- fuel
shuteles and buses, elimi-
nating unnscessary devel-
opmant And restoriag che
Meeed River, " said Johaus
aa Wald, land program di-
racror of whie Mararal Ree
soucces Defense Council.

Lorivice zoroRn in on the
drafe plan for its apparenz
preference for agpecend
= oy, o che sughor of

al plan cleasly wok

. Jrieisiti 40 heart,

‘Waereas thy deafs called
for reducing the pumber of

inexpensiveentand house-

3 People who
know and love
Yosemitedon'tlike
the compromise.”

Eruze Babbin

Seceeingy of the Interior i
MG

Zruping cabing and adding
40 ronms w0 Yosemuce
Lodge, the finai plan raises
the number of housekeap.
ing cabins from 52 ¢ 100
ang zent cabing from 1 S0 t0
174, Cargsices would be
increased from 465 ro SO0,
Qn the other end of the
seals, the Park Seovies con-
ciuded thar che aumbes of
rooms  propossd At
Yosemive Lodge would
dx%%e&em 38610251,
fzal plan eliminarey
2 parking site proposed for
Taty Toc ncar B} Capitaz.
Hszel Green, a privately
owned parcel, would be-
come the preferred out-of-
valley parzing location for
the Big Osk
ridon
Reducing vehicaiar cone
gcn:ion in the ;:lllqpﬁ
een 3 primary goal of
Sem::é} pianners siace the
adopdon of the General
Management Plan in 1980
The Anal ples wmvisions
2,040 ing spaces
diy visicors, but juse 530 of
them in the valley, -
The pian savisions 40
arking spaces ar Badger
gnu, 370 at Bl Poreal and
720 at Hazel Green, with
visieors to be taken inte the
valicy viz shurde buses,
The Park Service i
praposing 1o take 1 “phase
Approgch™ to cemoviag
some Bistoric Merced Riv-

er bridges.

The plan alse calls for re-
moving the wark’s srables
and 17 assocised cucbuild-
lnga, But it cotains che e
a'cﬁ clinle in i present lo-
saton,

Hngsing for b.:zzxiuds of
Park Service employets ——
and the superincendent’s of-

fiog 23 well - will be moved
ot of the park. Whereas

t Road coie

Change ahead
for Yosemite

Linger 2 $441 million plan that's
Laen argued gver for decades, the
National Park Service will ovesrigs
Yosemne National Park ta heip
rectuzs e impact of previcus
gevetooment and the nearty 4
rriitiion visitors the pari recelves
sach yaar. The gian will ba
camplated over two docades, with
mast changes happening within
Yosgmite Valley. Mare 2% 10me

highiigina,

LTRead.

S Pires” - A Cambgrouns |
B e m
~,»_;_"gmf." H
4 ;
R w";é
T H AR E . . ' .’
L ot KD a2mile vestorr ot | 0 176 acres, inciuding
M PrKng i Nertheide Orive | Aftwaknee meadow, restored
g‘WMT-m?:;g,wumm,w;_ ; ;tnnmgdmuwmmw‘ g
 Siigtle seevice o - 2 C i e B balldingg.
opanded, i the wiigy, . mmmm 1 e * W‘ rok
lodging reduced fram- -} 2 180dot wide  © | v CaMpsies rcreasad from
1280 Oomm 0 981, and |, " pestsction one L 475 o B00 e redesigned
empioyas housing: 7 | heposed aleng mast of W enhance naiurg) Reatures,
rohaced by 59410 723, | Mercad Rives i
Sourme: Yaanse Natonaf Park ap

ti;c:c at;ﬂi;:aqw 1{,;:’? mé
& i paix,
wﬂ be juse 723 when
zbgrgim is implemenced,
¢ Park Servica hns
S186.4 wiliion oo hand to
mmpiement the final valley
far. The balance of the
1.7 auilion wiil require
1ansl sction,

Park Servex hupeyio
stastimplemansing the plan
asearly s January. The fust
owe traams will be the sezabe
Lahment of 5 parking area
at Badger Pass, which may

[

& in the sugumes of
2602,

Simultzeneously, the park
is ordering several jow-
coission buges oo build an
sazer-vall shuttie-bus
feet. The pian i3 vo soplace
the exiseing shuirle feer
i an-fuel burn-

mg{mizm )

5 restoce the wild and
scenic Merced River, Case
cades diversion dum will be
removedin2002, as willehe
Happy fale Bridge. Friends
of Yosermite Valley, a ¢id-

zeng' ¢avironmental orga-
sizarion founded by the lste
canservation leader David
Browey, sonznds thar the
plan's teue sim s develops
fens and che enrichmens of
nark concessionaire
Yosemite Park Cpnces.
sions, noting thar just a
small agmouat of the fund.
ing soughs s for lasd
tesporanion, Under the Pack
Service’s final plar, 174
acges that have been dovals
oped will ke restorsd o
their natural congigon.
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$441M set to cut Yosennte congestion

Critics say
plan doesn't
go far enough

ohn Rirser
o0y

SAN FRANCISLG — After two
devaces of fits g arts, a plan
to Surh pedigtion and o .
rion ( Yosemie National Park
and restore mesdows and 3
| wald civer 1o their natural stames

Secretary

Aanoweed Toesday 3441
miiion in restoration projects
and nfrastructuse changes
aimed 2 cuming nafic m
hexaly used Vosemite Valley, ed

putting maone (ourists on shat.
t:lc huses and nading somne of
the park's signature anractions
of ti‘neur Rurnan E:mmw;

“Everyone agrees (hat the
vﬁky&cmm At of
zraffie mm&y%
Babbirt said. "On 3 mummers
the sssentiadl Yosemite epen.

ence of beauty verging on
%wwmwm pe

fsalance betwmzmnm
of fragle scosystems and b
He acvess 1 a munst deging-
tion that craws 4 mdhon visi-
oS & yeE, A is ot the
sgnber of vebicies that snter
the valley — maore :em?ooo
on slmmer weekend

by 5O%, Among the featums!

» T‘wa»ctlzz:ds of ibe valley'’s.

¥ WM”
Babbis “Everyone agrees

that the valiey s chatered”

51 spaces will e elirrnat
%w%m&xpﬂk‘s
&uwwzzimgmmylm
velgries. An expandied sh

service will take v;gm}rs

" through the valey :
A quiner of the valleys

m:mwm
and the sumber of campsites
ingreased slightiy.

» Mousing fr more than.

% of Yosemites

» Nearly 200
sensithve meadem.wﬂlbeze-
&WMWMM&M

» A 12mie secoon of 2
nmmwwwﬁw

fionr wili be by a

-~ pavedd foot and bike rial, and 2
cornriercial stabie
200 tennit rourts wilt e cazed

Oftice of Communications

PICK-UP IN ROOM 1063

the Widerness Sociery the
Naniwal Resgurces Defense
Councld and the National Parks

with SONSITUCTIoN
dmmmmm
rooms and doesat go far
eroughi b0 estoee areas of te
mmmmm
tTaffic and overuse,

Ceiths also oy s i
the mix of '
away from less expensive
w&maﬁma&uw

pricier moms wii make il
harder for touriss of modest
MEans 1y LIy Qvernight.
M‘misisam' ment plan,

‘ -

ewace has taken
z%w?uk 0 Court over
s A mdtt&e&ﬁemiﬁ
River. which rums thrugh t
valley and is under
the Wild ane Scenic K

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2%;;

Adalr sys 2 lgwsuit against the
new plas is likely,

Jorece Eden, 3 menber of the
Sierra Club's Yhsemice commit-
2, says: “The plan 2 rife with
things characterized as reszoea-
loes that are Dot resteration.
They're moving the anpa
froms ope aree of Yosemite
Mmandmgm atkbisionad

Bt e et s

i cdied New 8, Divid
Brower, the Sierms Clubis first
director and one of Americal
st nfluentiak conservation-
g8, armbasted the Park Ser
viee's plan He saw o 28 “con-
verting this cemse it 4 profit
center, with peicey hotels. scarg
%mg, fowe miDdRS SCCOmM-
rions {and) wider moads

it feld bigger Gesd Duses.”

But most environmentalists
ay The odan is 4 g, if not
perfect, start,

ohanna Wikl direcsor of the
fand for the Naturat
Resgurces Defesse Councdl,
& a for of the restoration is
comparstively inaxpensive and
alot of the deve| o chtics
craniplain shout will help “undo

says  the dauying effecss of past
buiidings.”

“ILy an effort at long kst o
make the wvishor sxperience
me that doesn't iwolve sithing

i beg lines.of tralfc. that

" dossnt involve looking At Y-

semite’s treanwes ot of the
window of 5 car and that
doesnt zwoive the kind of
iodging you get & ary typical
maiel on the outside” Wak
538,



Grand Canyon Dedicates Rail Center Friday. Gctober 27,

BY JOEL, ESKOVITZ .
THE ASSOCIATED _ s — _ E
PREGS ! NN U PIr s o P lae )
EMAILTHIS
GRAND CANYON ARTICLE
MNATIONAL PARK,
Anz. - It's difficuit to

associate the vast and
peaceful expanses of
the Grand Canyon
with traffic
congestion and
frustration.

But with asn

average of 4,200 Visitors line the edges of Mather Point at the
visitors an hout Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona, on
during peak seasons Thursday. (Malt York/The Associated Press)
and only about 2,000 .

parking spaces inside the park, the roads themselves have become
parking iots. :

On Thursday, the park took its first step toward reducing the
problem with the dedication of the Canyon View Information Plaza,
which will become a hub for a pianned fight rail system (o carry
visitors inside the park. It will be the first public transportation
system ever created in a national park and will one day virtually
eliminate the need for cars here. ‘

“It represents.. . . a vision which says we are going 1o restore the
encounter with God's creation,” [aterior Secretary Bruce Babbitt said
at the dedication ceremony.

The plaza is the cornerstone of the park’s 1995 General
Management Plan, which has been heralded as an innovative way to
deal with problems such as avercrowding and environmental
damage.

The light rail system is expected o debut in early 2004, aking
visitors into the park from the nearby town of Tusayan, where there
will be a 3,500-space parking lot. .

* Passengers will take an 8 1/2-minute ride to the visitor's center at
a vate of 4,200 people per hour. There will be another station within
(rand Canyon Village.

The National Park Service will award a contract next spring to
design, build, operate and maintain the light rail system

The plaza provides the first unobstructed view of the Canyon
from the South Rim, which is only 1,000 feet away. .

[t also serves as an origntation center and a staging area for hiking
the Greenway trail, bicycling in the park and is a stop fot a park
. shuttle that began running Thursday.
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About 3 million people enter the park each year, creating heavy
vongestion og roads, especially during the summer. On a typical
summer day, there are roughly three cars for gvery one parking
space available within the park. leading o hassles and headaches for
tounists; in 1996, there was a knife fight over a parking spot.

The $26 miilion Canyon View Information Plaza replaces a
43.vear-old visitor center that clesed Thursday. It was largeiy paid
for with money generated by recreation fees,

Cart Bowman, who has been the park’s air quality specialist for
the past nine years, said that while there is no quantitative data, the
shift to a transit system will definitely reduce pollution in the park
because there will be fewer cars. ’

Still unknown, he said, are the impacts light rail witil have on
traffic patterns and road dust. No one has determined if dust from
trains will be higher than that generated by cars.

"{'s a really major frst step in terms of getting from the sysiem
we had in the 20th Century where people and their cars were
accommodated in the park to move beyond that to accommodate -
more people,” he said. "So often we hear different groups talking
about how thers's just not enough room. What it is is there is not
enough room for the cars.” ’

: ik Ondine s wagp
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Making a quieter Canyon
New buildings set back from rim

By Mark Shaffer

‘I The Asizona Republic

Oct. 24, 2080

GRAND CANYON - A moment of silence would be fitting today when
fnterior Secretary Bruce Babbitt cuts a ribbon to open Grand Canyon
National Park’s aew visitors center and transportanion hub pear Mather
Point.

That's because this is the beginning of the National Fark Service's most
glaborate effort o hring back ratural quiet to its crown-jewel park trough a
three-pronged approach of light-rail trains, a§mmative-ﬁ’;ei shuitle buses and
rim trails for hiking and biking.

If everything goes as scheduled, almost all of the nearly 1.5 million cars
that annually clog park roads and parking lots will be removed by 2004
The immediate goal is to start dispersing the crowds and traffic that flock
into Grand Canyon Village.

Nearly 40 miles of public transportation will stretch across the South Rim:

| from Desert View in the east to Hermits Rest in the west, to the community |

of Tusayan south of the park. Some shuttle buses have run limited routes
along the South Rim since 1974, A larger shuttle system and the light-rail
train are set 10 be in place withun four years.

B ~This is all about respext for one of the Earth's most amazing libraries,” said
| Dave Simon, Southwest regional director of the National Parks and

Conservation Association. "They've finally made decisions about limits and
the quality of the visitor experience. We will finally get to see what a
special place this is.” ’ :

drastic changes. They will stll pay a

For now, park visitors won't see any k
overlooks, except lor

$20-per-car entrance fee and are ffee to park at other

| Mather Point, the first view of the Canyon for motorists arriving from the

south, That area, which once had 150 pasking spaces, wiil be used for the

| visitors center and public transportation.

Visitors to the Grand Canyon will be directed to park near the new Canyon
View [nformation Plaza near Mather Point, zbout 11/2 miles east of the oid
visitors center. From the plaza, they can coanect 10 shuttle buses to Grand
Canyon Village and West Rim stops, the beginning of the South Kaibab
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Trail and to Yaqui Point,
That's only the beginning, said Brad Teaver. a park planner.

The Park Service is zxpected (o receive a permit from the U.S. Forest
Service within a week 10 build a 2.800-vehicle parking lot on 105 acres just
outside the park on the north side of Tusayan. That wall be the starting point
for a more than $100 million light-rail systern. which will transpon as many
as 4,200 people an hour into the park.

Access 1o the light-rail sysiem has been one of the central issues
surrounding Canyen Forest Village, a proposed development near the
light-rail terminal outside the park. Proposition 400, which will be
considered by Coconino County voters Nov. 7, is a referendum of the
zoning for Canyon Forest Village, approved earlier this year by the
Cocenino County Board of Supervisors,

However, Traver said regardless of which way the vote goes on Canvon
Forest Village, the light-rail project will proceed.

in addition, more than 35 miles of wails for hikers, bikers and, in some
areas, horseback riders, will be built during the next decade. Currentiy, the
South Rim has a 4-mile trail in the Grand Canyon Village area, and two
more miles will be constructed soon between Yavapai and Mather points,

*Our main point here is 1o reduce the drone of vehicles,” Traver said,
"When you stand on the Canyon nim, you should be able 1o clearly hear the
caw of ravens, That hasn't been the case in many places.” -

- The pew transportation plans at the Grand Canyon couid become a model
| for large-scale, integrated public ransportation systems at other federal

parkas.
Results have been encouraging for smaller mass-transit systems eisewhere,

5| They've been 5o successful in cutting noise at Zion National Park in Utah

C 71 that mountain lions have returned to the main vailey, Whales appear to be

. -} coming closer to shore at Acadia National Park in Maire, and woives and
caribou line the roadway in Denali National Park in Alaska.

--f "Our shuttle bus system has even changed the behavior of tourists coming
4 1o Zion," said Tom Haraden, acting chief naturalist. “They get off at one
stop, go hiking, come back and go hiking at another stop, and make a day of
it. The town just outside the park boundary, Spnngdale, has 4 lot more
business at mght now because the tourists are getting back so late.”

Despite predictions that Zion's visitation would drop because of the new
shurtle system, operated in the park's main vailey during the summer,
Haraden said visitation {s up nearly 100,000 this year, to more than 2
million,

At Acadia, on the Atlantic coast in Maine, the use of propane shuttle buses

"] has dramaticaily cut the number of vehicies within the park and been highly

* | praised by kayakers and whale watchers, said Len Bobinchock, assistant L
superintendent, 04

"We've also seen a distinct trend of people not even driving up here any

0 7 " h
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more,” Bobinchoeck said. "About 235 percent of our visitors now are coming
here by some way other than car, and that was only 2 percent a few vears
back.”

Along the Alaskan Highway, wildlife is seldom seen by ourists, said Elaine
Sevy, a spokeswoman for the Park Service, But within Denali. where the
Park Service convearted ofd school buses inwo a transit system, drivers have
to watch closely because so many species gather near the roadways because
of the lack of traffic. .

No one ¢xpects much of any effect on wildlife in the Grand Canyon area
because of the changes,

"But the tension will decrease for them just like it will for humans,” Sevy
said, "and the transit system at the Grand Canyon is going o set the stage
for what wil} foilow in many more parks.”

Reach the reporter at mark.shafferd arizonacepublic.com or (602)
éé4“805’?0
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Officials recommend
snowmobile ban for-
' Yellowstone by 2003

&&m
bannm the 70,000
smub& fumbie through

Yelxwwstone National Park every
wum‘f"ttmdeﬁﬁmdem-

g mﬁmﬂm' of the

munities that depend on
snownmbtlersﬁ:rwmmrm
. Observers say the National Park
Service is likely to follow the rec-
ommendation when & makes 2 de-
cision in Novernber. Without snow-
mobiles, winter Tarists couid see

the park on’ snowshoes or cross-  ‘West

mmm&dﬁcaﬁrdea
snow coaches, van-Ele wehicies
that carry 10 or more

The baty woeidr't taie -
zﬂ&nwﬁmﬁzmmm
drme for snewmebide-reotal com-
paies o swirch over o snow
mmwmm
fave 1o meet snission dnd notse

em were suffering from

lowstone’s 1998-99 season, snow-
maobiles brought in 63,000 tourists,
Environmentalists said the rec-
wis kng overdue,

“People wanting continued
snowrnobﬂms are saying this
(pian) is exireme,” Lanm
the Greates

- .06



THE CHRISTIAM SCiENcE MONITOR

America’s next generation of national parks

New proposals reflect a desire to commemorate less-pristine landscapes,
as well as recognize overlooked and ignoble moments of history.

oy Yodd Wilkinson . .
Somcad 1 I GIOSUMT Serde Mo > .

Y

TELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, WY, ~ They af
the moders offspring of an American idea
born in the middle of the 18th century,
They include a 200-mgle sap of lowa tall
Zrass prarie fronting the Missouri River,
and ihe Boyhood home of an African-Amer-
fean scholar who {ought for
ervil rights but ed the couns
ry in selfmposed exile.
Some are sites of cultural
shame, such ay World War i
internment  caraps  for
Japanese Americans, Oth-
ers are niaces of natoal
wonder like the gotan bay
near Puerte Rico that liters
ally sparkies at night with
millions of Pow-n-the-dark

. 303 Lteaturen.

They are the candidates
for the nexr generation of na-
tional parky. preserves. and
Battiefields suggestions
- fhat not long ago might have

ermed uniikely, .

From Yellowstone to Gét
saburg, most of Americas-
signature landscapes and
historse sites have been pro-
weed, Now, attention s
atrning to sites of more-sub-
tle beauty averiooked m-
poriance. and ¢ven ubicus
distinetion, As  America
grows and becomies more
diverse. the candidates are,
n many wayy, a reflestion of
ithe padon's changing sense
of itself, .

“The wdea of what a fae
sonal park (s coninues W
evolve and grow st as (his
county continues to evelwe
and grow™ says Desnyy
Jarvis, a sendor policy ad-
viser at the Oepargnent of
the Interter. “Each geners-
Hon has s own values and
s own sense of what it ze
gardy as important,”

The federal park sysiem’
currently encompasses 379
nature  preserves,  battle-

‘cids, wrban parks. and
addings. How [t evolves in
che fsturs 13 outlined by two

competing perspegctives,

Umne view, which holds sway in the Re-
publican Congress, (s that the park Sysiem
has Lecome unwisidy 0o expensrve 1w
maiam, amd unnecessarlly expands fed.
eral property holdings.

The counte argunent wal ex-
-pressed by the late Pulitzer Prize.
author, Wallace Stegner, who wrote that an
expanding park system was the best {dea
Argterica ever had, -

For aupporters of this Viewpomf:‘mw i
the time to act. “We as a country have the
best opportunity 1o expand the park system
stnice the fate 19708, says Kon Tipton, a se-
nior vice president of the Nagonal P
Conservation Assoctation. Y

He notes that Congress has plenty of
moniey. The Land and Water Conservation
Furxd generates hundreds of millions of dob
lars annually tirough royaities cotlected on
aff-ahore o driling Moreover, budget fore-
CHMS are poaitive, ’ :

But Jast week, the movement for new
parks sufferedi a setback when e US Sens
ate vored o scale back a proposed 15-year,
$45 billion funding package that inchuded
money for parks. The plan was defeated pri-
martly by senators from e West, who
claimed the amount of fecerai land owner-
ship ts too large.

Says Wil Hart, spokearnan for Sen. Larry
Craig (R} of idabo: “In a staie like Idaho,
where 63 percent of the land iy federaily
owned, {the senstsr] has concern over any
private land gotng into federsl ownership.

In response to such crificisms, many of
the new parks being proposed (nvolve inrkw
vaIlve atternpts o mix government and pri»

vate involvernent. And no better sxample exs
ists. perhaps, than in fowa.

As early as the 1930w, the Park Servies

ienuifled the once-ublquitous tafl-grass

prairie as & landscape worth protecting
“Unlortunately. ft ook us 60 years to get
argund o protecting aoy of it says Me. Tip.
tom. While he lamenis the delay, Tipton says
it has forzed society & be
muore creattve 1o finding

ways to set up parks,

Rather than having the
federal doverument stmply
acquire 3 large picce of land.
a new lowa preserve wordd
maTy the management ex-
pergse of the park service
with prvate rural landown-
ers. In fact. tilzens, farme-
ers, and mermbers of the
business comununity have

o7 -3 20

asked that the geologcally
spnciacular Loess Hills be
added 1o the park system.
That eagerness s important.

"There i3 a very stong
land othic tn the heartand
because people realize how
inporiant good siewardship
{5." says Patty Beneke, 2 na-
tve fowan and lormer assis-
tand seeretsry of the taterior.

"Loess Hills wall be a foeal
poind nat ondy for peopls in
the Midwest but across the
couniry” she adds, "In a
state ke s, where most of
the fand is privately swned,
we intend to show how 3 new
unit of the park syatern wil
benefit everyone.”

Thie new park candidates
also represent a departure
trom the ofd destre 1o safe.
guard oaly rela un.
touched landa o ﬁ?gm
push. to protess ibe hest of
what's [eft

That'y mue In the Sono-
ran Dewert, and it means
rescuing  landscapes  thag
may not be pristine, but in
the forture will be valuable to
af wrban nadon to aeed of
et reflection, -

“When Shenandoah [in’

. Virginia} and Hedwood [ine
Caltiornla) natiorai  paris
were added to the gystem,
one could argue that pertions were devas-
- {ated resources.” Mr Jarviy says, referring
W decades of logling and agricuitural rag-
mentation. But today, the benefits of aggres
sive reatoration are obwious. he adda.
Stnlarly, histerical sites ~ from “Rosie
the Riveter™ World War I factories to the
Erie Cagal - are being dreatened by con-
struction, sprawl. and basie wear and tear,
“Were. always history.” Jarda
says, “But with each step forward we take,
there is the continuaus need o remember
qur past and to tearn from i National parks
are u way to call atiention (0 our unique. yet
comuman herstage.”
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"In my judgment, the prehle:zz isn’t too many pez:}ple visiting Yosemite. “The pmblezn 18 t{)& man
_ damn cars. We need to invite visitors away from their at azztembil% :
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z{anm Secretary Bruca Babbin at the poclium, announfes the gmrernmem’s ﬁna{_plan Tuesday 6 restore 178 acres of Yosemite Valle
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“houncing the final plan, which " o meReseeer e
| took 29 years of argnment, analy.. -

Unpaving paradlse St

cars. We need to invite visitors
away from their automobiles.”
many as 1,000 of the val-

to rebuild Yosemite =iz

arking amamthevalleyand

e ’t)\a‘k * P T T

In the process, the federsl gov- | three parking sites outaide-the

Many par kmg k}ts Wiu am&at will build some rustic | valley with spaces adding up to

cubins, restore 176 acres and !2040 Park officiala hope to have!

be m@ved tooutside . move 554 %iaym out of the ; z&éme out-of-valley pa:kmgsm

' valley in & azzczzzgacttaae-‘ in 2002.

the va]ley Hnew plafi, ; = --=1  Babbitt and others were aete»
commeodate nature and 3.7 mil-,

! Bon annual visitors. { bratiog the com;sietmn of the

BY MaRK GRosst’ . "Oune .more thing: Timi $441 ‘million plan in front of.

"HE FRESNO BEE Yosemite Valley Plan will cost about 350 people near Yoseuite
W SEMITE - Interior Secre- . $441 million, not $343 millien, Lodge ;’*ﬁ" H&gggﬁyﬁ%ﬁ“&*
tary Bruce Babbiit announced 8 " as officialy frat thought. | o %wdmﬁm B %
plan Tuesday to unpave par‘t;s of *  *In my judgment, ﬁz}g problem | Tie@seses ge
paradise and put up parking: ot-s / jsn’t ton many people visiting . The Fresno Bee
outside Yosemite Valley: . . ¢ Yosemite,” said Babbitt in an- pate: || /500 { |
, Page: A} A% 2,



“Yosemite: Parking; rooms to be reduced

Continued from Page Al

tal clear o g ¢risp autumn marne
mgEs. -
%)ﬁ‘zcieia also were uaveiling
changes in the plan after hearing
10,200 eatnments this vear on the
preliminary proposal. The big-
gest change was the inerease in
gast.

National Park Service oificials
explained that not all the projects
in the 10- to 18-yesar plan were in-
cluded in the firat propesal. They
‘added that they underestimated
the acinal cost of the projects bes
cause Yogemite is far from major

cities, muking it an expﬁzzzivel

place for contractors. .
Yesemite

David Mihalic defended the cont,

saying a large chunk of the

- money will go for moving employ-

" sex out of the valley, ‘
. “More than $180 million is for
housing sutzide the valley,” Mi-
halic said. “It's a diffieudt pill for
employees te gwallow, but it has
to be done,” :

Environrnental oppongnta, who
stood: quietly holding signs say-
.ing “Stop the greed” and “John
Muir would be crying,” said they
saw virtually no chiange between
the final plan and the eurlier one
— except for the escalating cost,

“Thay've reaily sdded construe.
tion,” snid Greg Adairx, represent.

" ing of Friends of Yosemite Valley,
“We can see this plan inflatiog al- -
ready.” .

They cireulsted & stateinent
‘from environmental icon David
Brower, who died thia month st
£8. Brower had opposed the park
service's plan. o

1 don't gee miuch restoralion in
the plan that isn't undone by de-
struction elsewhers,” he wrote in
July, . .

I?ra;)* " Gesrge Radanovich,
R-Maripoaa, whose diatrict in.
ciudes Yosemite Valley, criticized

the plan Tuesday, promising to..

conduet hearings a2t Naiional
Parks and Public Lands Subcom-
mittee in Congress, ‘
“This plan will result in unfair,
limited public access to the park.
by the people wha pay for its up-
keep: the American laxpayer,” he
© gaid

But many other environmental
and conservation groups did not

-

Superintendent |

Change ahead for Yosemite

Untler a 3441 milliors plan that has
baen debated for docades, the
National Park Service wili overhaul
Yosemite National Park 1o help
reciurg Ihe impact of nrevidus
development and the 3.7 million
visitors 16 he park each year, Tha
plan will be completed over 16 to -
15 years, with most changes
happening within Yosemite Valley.
Mere are some highlights.

Parking spaces

_ 3.2-mile seetion 176 acray, including
redlicad fom . of Northsicie Drive -Ahwahnes moadow,
1,662 to 560, Shuntle  replaced with paved - restorad to nakural siate by
servica oxpanded. v foat and bike teail, ramoving roads and some
the valley, iodging : " bulldings. .
redueed from 1,260 156500t witte -
roors 1o 981, and - grotection wne e Campsites increased
" employee housing . imposed along most frqire 475 10 500 ang
reduced by 554 (0 723, of Mercad River, redasigned (0 enhance
Source: Yogomita Miana.l Pay natural features. .
i ASSCGCIATED PRESS
agree with Radanovich or the en-  reflecting an sutdoor setting than
viropmental spponents. The Wil-  motel rooms.

derness Society and the Ameri-
can Alpine Club stepped up Tues-
day and supported federal offi.
vigls. :

*“We stand sguarely in your cor-
ner,” said Linds McMillan, vies
president of the Alpine Club,

" which three years ago sued the

park over plama v rebuild
Yosemite Lodge. “We have come
A very ioug way in s rslatively
short $ime in our relgtionship
with the National Park Service™

The Alpise Club, for instance,
agrees with the park service’s
push for more rustic accommndg-
tions in the park. No new matel
units wili be built, officials said.
instead, five cottuges and 11 cab-
in8 will be built, more accurately

Jday Wataon of the Wilderness -
Society applauded the park ser-
viee's affort; “Was the park ser-
viee u4p to this task? Tf?:z ques-
tion has been answered with a re-
sounding ‘yes’*

But Babbitt acknowledged the
real work has not begun, He said
Yosemite's “cantankerous, irratio-
nel, quarrelsoms” devotees have
helped in shaping the plan, and.
he does not.expect them to go
away.

“We have a long way to go," he
said. “T know we 2an count on
your fierce, uncompromising ef-
forta in eversight of this plan as it
is tpiemented,”

»Tha reporier can be feached at
mgrossigiresnoben.com or $41-6318, -
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“ERIC PALL ZAMORA m THE snssm
intarior Sec:retazy Bruce Babimz pausas on: tha zzazi io i.ower Ymmte Falls aflsr amounclng tha ;ﬁa?zg.??

el pear & en T .

'Holdinga sﬁem pm:asz Greg ﬁcéazr, conter, of Friefds of Yosemiw

< Valtey says the federal plan aﬁmumed Tuesday adds construckion,

\ The Fresno Bee
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Turmng Back
- The Clock in -

Yosernite

‘Babbitt details fml plan
o mitigate development

‘ B}?Gkn Marhin
Ctx_wmcz‘s. Srarr Wrrres

YOUSEMITE VALLEY — Surround-
od by Sierma peaks mantied by 2
fresh smowiall, U.S. Secretary of the
Interior Bruge Babbitt yesterday an-
nounced the fnal management

' plan for Yosemite, National Park, -

capping an often acrimonicus de-
bate that has jasted 30 years.

" The'plan Babbitt wveiled prom-
ises to reshape Yosemite Vatley dra-
matically in the coming years, great-

¥ reducing the development’

. Tootprint” in the stunning Sierta’
‘Shangri-la,

Some of the ‘most pmfmmd
. changes in the park wilf be.felt by
visitors used to driving in for g quick
ook at some of the worlds most
spectacudar, mountain seanery. in
the new scheme, toursts w4l no
onger be able o park at the base of
Yosemite Falls, and many penple
wiil be obligated to take shuttle bus-
23 for 2 slose look at Haift)amew
El Capitan, .

“Fhe final version of the plan con-
tained few surprises, and most of the
"detzils were the same as in a previv
.. ous draft released earlier this year.
- But'it did include some miner
.. changes made (o address obiections
- fromn environmerstal groups.

For example, the new version

cals for reducing the number of °

overnight guest roomy i the valley-
. from the current 1,268 10961, Inthe.
‘earty draft, the go.ai was to reduce

: l» iﬂﬂkﬂﬁﬁﬁl’ﬂ’* P{zge A6Cot 1

. i gt

San'Francisco Chronicle
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Pact Ends 30 Years of Debate
Over Management of Yosemite Park

. » ENVIRONMENT |

¥rom Page }

lodging to 981 rooms. ,

Yegterday's announc emert fol-
towed scores of public meetings;
tens of thousands of formal com-
ments frorm interested patties and
splezzezzc bickering b{:i'wm oppos
ing sides.

Babbitt acknow edgt’d a5 mogh -
in his comments, noting that efforts
to develop a plan for the park began
ini the early 197

“Your ate cantankerous, irascible,

L guarrel§ome and passionale peo.

ple,” he said, “and that's beeause of
your attraction to this place. I can't
escape Jokn Muir when Fm g here,

 Everyone is quoting him Eke he has

e

, Just gone out for s beerand will be
fight back”
The plan will move maost parkmg

+ outside the valley, increase public |

ik e

transpartation, {oho T Tedice " smployee
housing and lodging asd erpphasize

* preservation of the Merced River
corridor.

it il take 10 tc 15 years fm i
the changes to be matle.

Seversl cormservation groups en-.
thusiastically endorsed the plan, but
§OIme enmonmemah;ts con-
domned it, clajming it favored the
development of expensive hotel
rovrns over campsites and didn't go
far enough in excluding cars from
the vall _

ﬁbeu?zi} protesters wege on hand
for Babbitt’s announcement, . aiw‘
though they were cordoned off romy’
the event by Nammal Fark Service
rangas, .

Babbitt said he was sometimes
frustrated by the momentous task of
trying to achieve 4 wn&emus about
Yosemite's future.

“There have been times in thzs,

-

. process when | have not had warm
feelings for some of the environ.

mental organizations,” Babbint said, .

“but they have had important things

1o say, 3ndwh3vemad£ehangesm :

reswnse "

jay Wanon, the westem regional
dneczz}r for the Wildermess Society,
saigd the 1957 flood that destroved
much of the parks infagnscture
presented park planners with a tra-

mendous opportunity,- Eardier ef.

forts to resiore the park, mcluding”
one major plan released in 1980
naver got past the bickering stage.
Watson said the flood helped 88
sides focus on the need £ move past
gndlock, . .
"It gave us an historic opportus-

ty to mansform into reakity what had

long been an elusive vision for Yoo
semite,” Watsen sid, “and | asked
8t that time if the National Park
- Service was up 1o the task. .. . With

wwwwwwwwww

" the release of this tepart, ihe anssm

7 e

is @ resounding 'ves.
The %ierma Club also ;;zmsed the
plan, While i does not address all of
.. the group’s concems, club officials
said it containg significant improve-

_ ments over a draft released last vear,

“The Park Service litened to .
public sutcry and responded,” said -
Carl Pope, the Sierra Club's execn-
tive director, “The new glan pro, -
iects fragile areas of Yosemite, Vak™
ley, while. reducing unntmmxy,?

development and traffic.”
The final document and its vani

_ous appendizes fill a medium-sized

" cardboard box. Major pc:mts include
plans 1o
o Move most of tizze valley’s 1,662
parking spaces to outlying sitge at’
. Badger Pags and El Postal, with an
additional site at either Hazel Green

of Foresta, A lot comtaining about

550 spaces wounld be buz}t at a rede-

" signed visitor's center in the valley,

- which would also serve as a hub for
| public ranspostation.

, W Remove must emploves hous-,

. ing from.the valley. . -
v B Reduce the vaiiefy’s available
; lodgings from 1,260 units to 961,
B increase the nutber of shuttie
i buses serving the valley, ultimately
 shifting from diesel buses to cleaner
: vehigles using propane or electric
‘ hybrid techzzoiogy
© @ Remove an environrentally
| damaging dam on the Metceé Rw
: £Y,
L. lm:ease campsztmz Ewm 475 w

Isw:s was 800, .

¥ fesiore severnl fczmm camp-

 grounds to natural conditiorns. .-
! m Reduge the scope of Yosernite
| Village's concession services:
Yosemite Park  Superimtendent
* Diavid Milhalic, 2 Babbst appointes
widely credited with ram-rodding
the fing} plan through. the bortle.
neck of public debate; said the doc-
ument s not pexiect, but that it
could weli setve a8 a template for.

} 00, The pre-flood figure for camp-

managing the entlretsf of the Stem: :

Nevada, .

I just hope we don t k2t ‘petfect’
become the enemy of Setter,’ ™ he
said “"T'his is 4 different, better plan
than the (eartier} draft plan, ‘We
hope to apply it beyond the valley to’
all 750,000 acres of the park — and.
(eventuaily) to the prester context
of the Sierra as a whele.™ )

Opponeats to the plan said it
doesn’t do enangh to stem develop-
mesnz in the park

E mafl Glen Martin'at
gmamn@sfchmmci& som.

San Francisco Chronicle
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i dav-use parkdng spaces from 1662 1o 880 o
thseméie Village, horms 1o park headduarters. Visitors
will fake apareled shuttle service to the valley from
three satelite Jots holding 1,490 vehicles.

Reptace 3.2-mile ‘
section of Northside
Drive, a main ar’tery

Cut valloy iodging from 126010 B8 rooma by
removirg cating & Curry Village and Housekesping -

- Camp, Yosernite Lodge would replace shxwats last tn -
£ 31967 foog, ﬁangmg to 251 the number of sooms.

et o
R G BRETN O 'M’m f@:-’??

Othsr changes et ‘ e Jsng o
® Restore 176 acres to natural state remwi s, 0 o Housiriiy ou valley will be mreased )
and buildings, i IS omalato 1 361 beds. 1
-lncressenumbwrﬁcampsatesfroma?stosoﬂ aﬁe&mdamamazmszmwzom : ,L

; ;Luz‘;rg czzrr:umemi Horse stable and guided ddey  fTosion 3§°*ﬂ§3§ mw QEW! A 259‘?mm®m .

Ehronicl Craphiel,
. y
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Editorials -

A plan for Yosemite

Aworkable policy, though
much-criticized, should move ahead.

{ter 26 years of fits and starts, the

master plan for Yosemite Vallay is

racing to completion. Not everyone is
happy, but that's to be expected with 50
contentious an issue as the future of one of
the nation’s principal natural rescurces.

The heart of the controversy and conflict
over Yosemite is an insoluble dilemma: It
isn't possible to restore Yosemite to a pris-
tine natural condition — and keep it there —
while simultaneously allowing large-seale
acress by people, specifically including the
American people whese park it is,

Given that, the National Park Bervice has
arrived at g compromise — perhaps almost
by default rather than by design — that is
workable for the near future. it will need
considerable attention to details, and censid-
ernble more serutiny as it is implemented,
but the plan addresses at least some of the
MAOT CERCErng.

B A crucial element of the plan is to reduce
employee housing in the valley from 1,277
bads to 723, That would be replaced by
increasing housing sutaide the valley from
414 to 1,361 beds. Buses will be purchased to
shattle emp?cyees back a;tzii forth from job te
home. \

¥ The number of day-use p&rkmg spaces
- those most used by Fresno and Vailey
vigitors — would be reduced from 1,682 to
880 at Yosemite Village. Three new satellite
wis woudd accommeodate 1,490 cars and
visitors will take an expanded shuttle service
to Yosemite Valley. The three new lofs would
be at Badger Pass (for Freano visifors),

Crane Fiat {for visitors coming by way of

. Tioga Pass) and at Hazel Green, a planned
resort complex just outside the park’ bound-
aries (for visitors from Merced).

B Lodging would be reduced from 1,260 to

....................

361 rooms in Yosemmte Valley by removing
cabins at the Heusekeeping Camp and Curry
Village. Yosemite Lodge would be allowed to
replace six units logt to a 1997 flood, bringing
the number of rooms there to 251.

® Campsites would increase from 475 to
500, a concession to criticg of an sarlier draft
of the plan who said lower-income visitors

. would be prices out of Yosemite,

W The 3.2-mile Northside Drive, which
passes by Yosemite Falls and El Capitan, -

. would be replaced with a paved foot and bike

trail. The Seuthside Drive would become a
two-way road,
M The commersial horseback riding stahle

and guided rides will be eliminated. The

tennis courts would be removed from the
Ahwahnee Hotel. ‘

W Some 176 acres will be restored to their
natural state, including south Ahwahnee and
Stoneman meadgws by removing roads sad
some buildinga, Some critics Charge that's
much too little; they're right, but it's & useful
start.

lan is costly, at nearly a half-billion

{iai ars. Critics in the neighboring

communities are upset that their inter- ~
ests haven't been sufficiently considered.
They're right, too; the Park Service some-
times runs roughshed over the little guys.
But local economic concerns aren’t — and
shouldn’t be — the driving force behind a
park policy that is national in scope.
Yosemitie tsi't the private preserve of the
day-user from Fresno, or the mom-and pop
store in Fish Camp. Tt belongs to the entire
American people, and in some sense, because
af ite surpassing majesty, it belongs to the
people of the werid.

This plan seeks a compramise between
findamentally contradictory purposes. For
that reasen alone it is necessarnily imperfeet.
But it represents progress — so long as it is
implemenied with good sense and 4 cloge
attention to the myriad concerns that sur-
round Yosemite and its grandeur.

The ¥Fresno Hee
pates | [, %00
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-Babbit: Tower destruction is act of

creation
By ROBERT HOLT - Times Staff Writer

TIMBERYI? . - Cannon fire will herald the death of the National Tower
on Mondsy.
Phaoto by Darryl Wheeler - Gettysburg Times

Toppling the National Gettysburg Battefield Tower with explosive
charges will be more an act of ¢reation than destruction, Interior
Secretary Bruce Babbitt said Friday.

“The demolition of the Gettysburg tower is more an act of creation
and restoration than destruction,” Babbitt said in a statement issued
10 reporters. :

Babbit, who vowed in April 1999 to have the tower felled, will
preside over a ceremonial countdown at § p.m. Monday near the

NEWS SUMMARY

U.S. Department of the Interiar Ottice of Communications
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Meade equestrian statue.

As part of official activities along Hancock Avenue. Babbitt will
give the command 1or men ¢lad in Union and Confederate unitorms
1o fire a round of blank charges itom two cannens. Controlled
Demolition President Mark Loizeaux, who is doing the $100.000
praject for only salvage and national media rights, will then
detonate explosives 1o bring the 307-foot structure down like a ree.

While it is not listed in a battlefield management plan approved by
the National Park Service last November, desiroving the tower is
part of efforts to recreate an 1863 appearance of the landscape.

Many area residents and tourists who visit the baulefieid oppose
demolition of the tower. which the Park Service seized from
Overview Limited Partnership by eminent domain condemnation.
Along with the manner in which federal officials forced the tower
out of business. there i also coniroversy about the toss of local @ax
revenues in excess of $100.000.

But Babhitt said the tower demolition will allow the Park Service 1o
“create a better future” for the nattonal park where Union and
Confederate troops clashed in July 1863.

“Gettysburg should be protected as a sacred place in our nation’s
history. not treated as a tourist trap. There is no befter symbol of the
campaign 1o preserve the battlefield than the removal of the tower,”
he said.

Accompanying Habbitt for the spectacie are Park Service Director

. Robert Stanton and National Trust for Historie Preservation
President Richard Moe.
While President Clinton was invited to the event, it i3 not confirmed
that he will attend, “We haven't heard that he is coming. it's just a
ramor,” park spokeswoman Katie Lawhon said,

White House aides said the tower demolition is not on Clinton’s
holiday schedule, but they are considering the invitation.

‘m 1O HEADLINES... .
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BABBITT INVOKES LINCOLN’S CHALLENGE, UNION STRUGGLE

Marking Gertyshurg Address. Interior Secretary calls for park restoration and open dialogie on race

Office of the Secretary Contact: John Wright
For release: November 19, 1997 {202) 208-6416
Text:

Ozxr Unfinished Task: To restore “whai they did here’ and advance ‘what was said here’
Remarks of Interior Secretary Bruce Babbin
134th Anmvez‘sary of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, G&nysburgr Pa
Nov. 19, 1997
LR
“1 am honored w0 {ake part in this 134th commemoration of the Gettvsburg Address Int that great

speech, and with characteristic modesty, Lincoln predicied “The world will Lutle note nor long
remember what we 3ay here.” We meet for the purpose of proving him wrong. Today, by tradition,
we note and remember those 272 words that shall forever define our nation and what it means {o be
an American,

Yet before we mark what he said here, we must first acknowledge that we are in danger of losing
pan of the memory of what those brave men once did here. .

Even as we nowe his immaortal words, we must take note of how the banleficld over which they
siruggled -~ ground consecrated by their biood - wday remains desecrated by an observation tower -
and two dilapidated and poorly sited buildings. We must note how, within those buildings, 40,000
artifacts are exposed 10 the ravages of damp and drafty air: The blue uniforms they once wore are
now fading. The shining rifies and swords they once carried are now rusting. The {zmscnpohsized
jeather of their belts, saddles, and bindings is now rotting apart.

Even as we recal! the eloquence of his Address, we must acknowledge how the Cyclorama painting,
“High Tide of the Confederacy,” grows soggy with humidity in a building that has structurally
fatted. Rain, wind and grit continue 1o erode names engraved on the headstones where our ancestors
lie buried. Weeds overrun the hallowed landscapes on which they died.

This is how our history risks being forgotten, Not through some abstract, sweeping blow, but
through thousands of small yet palpable cuts that bl ceri out over time, seldom detected by the
doctors of our heritage,

Americans care passionately about this sacred ground, which is why the National Park Service,
under the Clinton Administration, has been dedicated to reversing its gradual deterioration. In April
of 1995 we began a public planning process, open w all, in order to find the best way  preserve
this shrine, 10 conserve its documents and artifacts and to improve the interpretation of Gettysburg
in the full context of American history.



Qur restoragion program mcludes a proposal to enter a partnership on private land where groups like
The National Geographic Society can help us to enhance visiior services. These partaerships are a
reiatively new idea and, as such, they deserve vigorous public discussion jed by the historians,
conservationists, and artifact curators. In the coming year, the National Park Service will also ask a
- distingunished group of American historians (o assess our interpretive program and to make
recommendations on how we ¢an improve our ability to make both what they did here and what he
sai¢ here reverberate micre deeply in the hearts and minds of every American,

For history is dead only if we neglect it. It comes alive as we ook and listen, As Lincoln said, “we
cannot escape history,” and through his tuneless Genysburg Address he speaks anew 1o each of us

today.

When Lincoln, taking five bold words from the Declaration of Independence, spoke of a new nation
where "all men are created equal,™ he set cur course toward the freedom and the opportunity shared
woday by all Americans. Freedom and opportumity have made us, again in Lincoln’s words, “the

last, best hope of carth.”

Yet despite the military and sirategic cutcome of the battle here, Lincoln spoke at an inconclugive
mement in history. This cemetery was not yet complete., Some dead still lay unburied. The Civii
War raged on with the Urnion divided, Slavery remained an institution. And huiman equality
remained a purely hypothetical concept. " '

So he called on “us, the living, rather 1o be dedicated here to the unfinished work™ amd “10 the great
rask remaining before us.” By "us” he meant not just those living on November 19, 1963, but’
those of us living today, and all future generations who will ever one day live in America.

His challenge remains our unfinished task: Ensure both freedom and equality of oppertunity for
every single American citizen, To meet that challenge, President Clinton, in his cali for a national

- diglogue on race relations, is asking all Americans to reflect deeply, to speak thoughfully with each
other, and @ do our part to continue the work ot reconciliation that Lincoln here began.

By doing our share both to restore the memory of what they did here and to advance the vision in

what was said here, | am confident that Americans who gather here in centuries 1o come will bener
reflect on our county’s progress toward Lincoin’s fond hope of forming a more perfect Union.”

--DOE--



Qur Unfinished Task: To restore “what they did here' and advance ‘what was said here’
Remarks of interior Secretary Bruce Babbin
134th Anniversary of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, Getrysburg, PA
Nov, 19, 1897

dk

I am ?onared to take part in this 134th commemoration of the
Gettysburg Address. In that great speech, and with characteristic
modesty, Lincoln prediczﬁé “The world will litte note nor long
remermnber what we say here.” We meet for the purpose of préving
him wrong, Today, by tradition, we note and remember those 272 .
words that shall forever define our nation and what it means to be an

American.

Yet before we mark what he said here, we must first acknowledge
that we are in danger of losing part of the memory of what those

brave men once did here.

Even as we note his immortal words, we must take note of how the
baulefield over which they struggled -- greunﬂ consecrated by their

blood -- today remains desecrated by an observation tower and two



dilapidated and poorly sited buildings. We must note how, .within
those buildings, 40.000 arufacts are exposed to the ravages of damp
and d‘rafzy air: The blue uniforms they once W{;re are :zm;v fading.
The shining rifles and swords they once carried are now rlustingV The
once-polished leather of their belts, saddles, and bindings is now

rotting apart.

Even as we recall the eloguence of his Address, we must
acknowledge how the Cyclorama painting, “High Tide of the
Confederacy,” grows soggy with humidity in a building that has
structurally failed. Rain, wind and grit continue t© erode names
engraved on the headstones where OUr ancestors lie buried. Weeds

overrun the hallowed iéﬁdsz:apesjeﬁ which they died.

This is how our history risks being forgotten. Not through some
abstract, sweeping blow, but through thousands of small vet palpable.
cuts that bleed -out over time, seldom detected by the doctors of our

heritage.



Americans care passionately abour this sacred ground, which ts why
zlje National Park Service, under {ha;: Clinton Adminisiration, has ‘been
dedicated 10 reversing its gradual deterioration. In April of 1995 we
began a public plahning process, open to all, in order o find the best
way 1o preserve this shrine, t0 conserve its documents and artifacts
and to improve the interpretation of Gettysburg in the full context of

American history.

Qur restoration program includes a preposallw enter a parmership on
private land where groups like The National Geographic Society can
he!;ﬁ us to enhance visitor services. T hesel pai*mz»:rships are a relatively
new idea and, as such, they deserve vigorous public discussion led by
the hiézoriaas. conservationists, and 'az'tifam curators. In the mming
year. the National Park Service will also ask a distinguished group of
American historians to assess our interpretive program and to make
r&commcnda{iéné oz:z how we can improve our ability to make both
what they did here and what he said here reverberate more deeply in

the hearts and minds of every American.



For histary is dead only if we neglect it. It comes alive as we look
and listen. As Lincoln said, “we cannot escape history.” and through

his umeless Gettysburg Address he sf}&aks anew 1o each of us today.

When Lincc:]é, taking five bold words from the Declaration of

‘lndependence, spoke of a neu; nation where “ail men are created
equal,” he set our course toward the freedom and the opportunity
shared today by all Americans. Freedom and opportunity have made

us, again in Lincoln’s words, “the last, best hope of earth.”

Yet despite the military and strategic outcome of the battle here,
Lincoln spoke at an inconclusive moment in higtory, This cemetefy .
was not yet cornplete. Some dead still lay unﬁuried, The Civil War
raged on with the Union divided. Slavery rezz:zainfzd an irzstitu.zi{m.

And human equality remained a purely hypothetical concept.

So he called on “us, the living, rather to be dedicated here to the

unfinished work” and “to the great task remaining before us.” By



~us” he meant not just those living on November 19, 1963, but those
of us living 1oday, and all future generations who will ever one day

live In America.

His challenge remains our unfimished task: Ensure both freedom and
equality of oppormnity for every single American ciuzen. To meet
that challenge, President Clinton, in his call for 2 national dialogue on
race relations, i1s asking all Americans to reflect deeply, 0 speak
1houghtfu31y.with each other, and to do our part to continue the work

‘of reconciliation that Lincoln here began.

By doing our share both 1o restore the memory of what they did here
and 1o advance the vision in what was said here, 1 am confident that
Americans who gather here in centuries to come will better reflect on

our county’s progress toward Lincoln’s fond hope of forming a more

perfect Union.™



Gettysburg tow

Demolition
won't end
the dispute

By fessie Halladay
USA TODAY

. CETTYSBURGC, Pa. -~ Standing
among the stone and marble man-

ymenis w &iten heroes of the Cmi

War's pivotal Battle of Ge

is a mgantic tower that has

"LSA TODAY

wer falls today

JL 3

peint of contention since it spe'mi i

more than 23 years ago.
And #s demolidon ondy
feeds the controversy at Gerrys-

burg Mational Milizary Park
is has been & sore spot for us

for a long tisne,” says Dave Barna,

spokesman for the National Park

Service, “We want our visitors .

w0 get 3 feet of what iE was tike at

the time of the batgle.”

The 320-foot tower is shaped
l:keanhourgiassandhasaframcf
steel piping. It opened in 1974 to
serve as a spot where tounsts could
et 3 panotamic view of the entire
Settysburg battlefield,

Today, tourists at the revered
5.900-acre park for the bamie's
137th anniversary will see the
structure come o down.

Park Superintendent John lat-
schar says tocday is 4 fiting time for
the demglition. By b
fieve veterams of the war would
think (the towef] i5 such & dese-
cration that they would
dismante it themsalves,” he says.

Removing the torwer is parg of &
Park Service plr ™ restore as
much bard zs-erzy FLN
sible to its

That ;:fa:z :ncfzzies ‘2 contro-
versial decision to demolish the ex-
isting vizitors center and have ade-
veloper build a $383 millien
visitors center and muselsm £om-
plex inside the hattefeid,

At the nime the tower was bl
the property was not Park Service
lang. in 1990, Congress ided the
ower 10 the Dounclariss
of the park. The Park m fhan

it ow-
T g o

7 . {ongress app
more than $1.6 muifion © buy the
‘gwer and K5 propenty, In fune this

2ar 2 federal districy coayt in Har-
85?);: gramed the 1y {0 the

. whit
aﬁ:my to demolish the towee. But

TE WaS &

mixh e agency 5%&3 pay zhe

the vicory saded
my’sc&

By W, Dare Baelsnr, DSA TOGAY

National Towey: Preservatiorists,
park officials call it an eyesare.

owner for the tower and land,
The Park Service appraised the

property ar $6.6 million in 1993, The

The agency says that last year it did
a sevond appraml.wmem
ed the value at $3 million -~
samammithasdmmm
thie court ant the value is decided.
“{m emmon. attorney Eeé
fenstein, 3 pringi
mmafthem the Latest
appraisal i oo krw. it contdd cake
severd tore months for a value o
be determined and spproved by
the oot
Arorsson says the ower wasn't
it £0 rake money but 16 educans
souriss, He sayy taking down de
m zs;zstﬁs%ammiiym

ammmmmm
%y“e mﬁwmma&a«
sums &y 18 operators. & geners
msseeMzaxaing
dy i oadmission lees B owas
suppased 16 generte mevenue By
the park, 100, but never did,

Historiang 52y ﬁ}?ﬁy b&:;fg szzggi-
mﬂé&b@&m%m
wﬁ%‘%&&

troops |
here, Abaiz 51800 were m
wounded o¢ . The Uroon

Confederate af-

thm.?«ié donatesd its services,

l@@% I, of viskt the park remain unaware
ssrrounding

8f sine

» 140060
baits

Howe thy
willdao it
Experes will
use 143
pounds of
explosives to
bt down
e eweer.

estimated at about $75.000 m
$100000, with one stptlation
demolition would ocour on the
e St iy s
% o ft
Corifiederats forces wers defeatad,
The Cﬂé'i:em also ot video
rights to the project, even though
Comtrofled Demolition President
Mark Loizeaux says no one has
shown imerest i the video, The
blast is schieduled for 5 pan, ET.
For some business owners in

Gmysmwgnﬂa{mmtur
heavy-handed

ness by the
mm
“There i concern with other

W%W‘zm

per mm; and dé%
5

o the ower site on e outskins of

with £ Simpson says.
Wﬁmwdowharmyre
Mwmmzmsmm
you an de about iU7 Many who oon

tiwcanmsy the

Towey wiil
sollapse
insrg insedf
and fali

sideways

120
feer rall

: Tower will
| fall 1oward
: Baitimore

f Pike and

Lane i

Siackshg;gq?’ &

By Fraas Porhpa. s TOGAY

tower. although they recognize
that it sticks out gru

‘;{irscf.mtmm_bleM|nﬁom
a standpoint.” says
Seyboid, 45, afExtorLPa.ﬂtseemsjeq
50 modem compared 0 what
you're facing with the Chal War”
Tower designer josd Rosenblatt
says i was it meant to blend in
because R would not have been
&d 10 fxiiid 2 high tower that
bke 1 belonged in the Civil
Mzmmdcs@zmsmmm
“minimize the visual impact”™ Wy
bez:zgcpenmdazr};be
The tower “doesnt rme
says Katherine Shoyt. 44 “The
commercialization bothers me
more than 4n chservation wwer. i
don't see that a5 commercializa-
tion.” Shart, from Archbold, Ohio,

o hoad e kgt

cimcwztsmmgm ,

twer down IS Very

“ivs a wotally inap e
trusion - on the " savs
Richard Moe, president of the Na-
tonaf Trest %o Hiseoric Preserva-
fon. * distorts what the plxe

3‘.-‘

of looked like and the ability to 4

glate what if loaked ke in 1

3
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Last Casualty
Of Gettysburg

Judge Says Park Service
(-an Bring Down Tower

By Micmazs A FLITCHER
#sahungson fest dtaf Frier

it 5ias heer condemped as an ahomination
Al an yeaore. not 10 coetion 2 tucky tourst
trap that mare sne of the nation's most hak
iowed sites

Moy, the privately owasd, 30700t seel
oheervation twer that ks loomed over the
Crettysburg Nationaf Military Park sinoe 1974
1§ sdweduled o come down, approgriately
ericitigh on (e anniversary of the bloody Civl
wmmmmmmmm

& federal ; P, ruled

;mwmmwxm?mmm
ake possession of the Natdonad Tower
through emipent domain, allowing the agency
wmm&mdmﬁzg@ummzzm
ing next month's celebrition murking the
1371 anniversary of the Battie of Gettysburg,

After theusands of people in bioe and groy
uniforms mask the annsversary by reeracting
the bicody hattie regurded a8 the i
pengt of the Civil Waz, the tower is

tahmmmmm
view 33 the highlight of the {estin

ities.

N
(RS

TYE RedtvlT

wounid be rue.”

The iower's rmunent destouc
oo s being hailed a9 a victory by
historsc preservationists whs have
fcaght 1o close it From the moment
constrartion begar in 1372, Legal

sopoed the ower's
construction 22 178 feet, but in 1973,

by
z.’semofﬁw”mm‘?mfor&m
i Presevvaton, which b worked
for yeses o see te tower derook
ishedd *Tt should Bave never have
s Duilt i the first place, It is totsk
ly inapptogriate snd it detracts from
sy sppreciation of what Sappened
oo ihe hattiefield in 1863.°

That & an oimecn simred by
mazy history anvd sthery, v
if the toveer has proven (o be popuitr
= thousands of tovrists. Those wilk
ing to shell oat $5.25 are treatnd to
an elevator ride 1o cbeervation decks
affering what tower caner deacribe
a5 & Dird meye view of e 5.900w0re

Wmmwmw

IN 7 2w

tracts 17 mifion visitors a year,
The towey ksy four sheervation
decks offering unobatrucied views of
the Crettysburg banlefield while 2
Lape describing the tactical decisions
of the comsbatants plays in the back-
ground, The #.45acre site, which ia
an istand inwide the national park’s
o a0 3 sankg et
i Exentuzlly,
the Park Service plana (o rearee the
parking Jot and the badlding housing
the scuverts shop, and then resione
the land 1o ity paters) stane,

use 3 series of expiowions to bring
the towmr doan og July 3. The oo
pany i doinyg the desotivion, valoed
xf more than $1 millien, a¢ oo charge
to e gowetnmest, athough tw
frm planw 10 use videvs of the implo-
00 I prexnote 18 wovk.

The deenglitions is sohedrsied o oo

eniseing. Conlederste feoes wiffaed
28,000 camuition,
The deenolition wouid

CRRTOETION
tow to the cwnevs OF ther cower and

MrTOUDding progety.
‘We’%htwmt}m for
mm:mem
e T
* i going t hea
solencid dey.* .



U.S. will
demolish
tower

inpark

Video deal scormed
for Gettysburg site

~ HARRISBURG, Pa (AP« A
judge says the government can
ke possession of a 370-font obser
vaTUon Wwer nesr the (ertysburg
Nadinal Batlefield, allowing ita
dymalition during next month's
anpiversary of the Civil War battle.
CAMe udge, howsver, criticized
the National Park Service for
“eoor taste” for its plan w allow s
private com i
Jdecade-oid steel ower in exe
change for using » video of tha de-
struction in iy prometions. The
agency ras sard the company of-
fer ia o ected 0 save more than
$1 miibion.

V.8, District Court Judge Sylvia
H. Rambo issued har ruling Mos-
dayin a government lawsuit seek-
NG Derrmission o quickly take coni-
ol of the privately awned site.

Tontrolled Demolition Inc. of

Plolitix, Md,, offersd to ear down -

the wrwer for free bt aaid it could
do 88" only on July 3 because of
other projects, accurding o Park
Service officials. The company
said ite workers nasded most of
June w prepare (e Lower, -

The judge allowed the govern-
ment o 1ake possesvion of the
wrwer by June 15

“in ﬁg&:&mfmmmcolzg:
I8 cunringent upen j

dermolition 0 1aks pmgn% 3,
2000, the government has & b~
stantial interest in sbwsining poe-
seasivn of e TOWET 48 5000 A% DOG-
aible in order to perrmit adequas
i for the preparstions neces.
anry for the demolition by st
Zss” Judys Rambo sid.
© A fawyer for the ower's owner,

emoiish the .
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A coupig reats on a cannon on the Gettysburg Buttelieid whils Gen,

r

-

i

Gegrge 3. Meade guards the giarnt 10wee, wiith wins Duill 30 vears ags.

Thomas Ottesatein of Overview

Limited Parmership, said he waa

disappointesd with the decision bur
had aox mads & decision regarding.
an appeasl. )

Tho Park Service laid claim to
the tower Dec. 9 and more cecently

seized titte to about & swrroundi
acTes ownad by Hans Enggren
New Oxford. The government has

set aside 53 million for compensa-
tlon to the owners, an issua the
judge will determine lates

Juky 1 is the 137th anniversary
of Pickstt's when 15,000
Confederste soldiers under the
somanand of Gen. George Edward
Pickett msade a desparate and
%mig:mﬂt ont the cemergg

; s glong Seminary
during the Battle of Gettyshurg.

Amid cayuaities of nearly 2
prroamt, several hunddred Confed-
ersts troops broke e Northern
line But wers unable.to hold their
position. Ths atisck has been
called the grestest infantry charge
in 115, history.

Prescryutionists cheersd Mon.
day's ruling.

“We huve long regarded this
tower & an abarmnation, some-
mma‘::m is totally (nappropriate

or battlefleid” said Richard

i
. Moe, president of the National

Trust for Historic Preservation. .
Park Service spokeswornan Ka.
te Lawhon would not respond to
the judge's criticiam about atlow-
ing thve demolition company 10 use
the video for commercial pure
poses.



“linton Offers
Plan to Protect
U.S. Shorelfnes

By MARC LACEY

ASSATEAGUE [BLAND, Md,
May 26 — Using the sand and sur! &4

z backdrap, Presudenmt Clintos ane

ntunced new inmtiatives day intend-
wd o preserve the unation’s lragie
shoreling and threatens coral reefs,

Mr, Clinton direcied the Lomw
merce Department and the Depart
ment of the Interiay, as well a3 the
Envronmental Protection Agency,
3 strengrhen ocean protections
through adrainigtrative steps sirniiar
to the ones spplied to large tracts of
land protected as wilderness aress.
Comiag in the final months of his
presudency, Mr. Clinton's protections

cwonid nat require approval by Lon
gress but could be undone by his
SUCCESSOL.

“Besachilnes and coastilnes are
aow our No.l tourist destination’™
+=~ srowident said a3 he strode anio

sand on this barrier isiand.

Cuur oceans, however, are far
more than a playground,” Mr, Clin-
tor continued. “They have 4 central
gtiser on the westher, an our climate
system. Through fishing, tourism
and other industries, ocean Tev
s0urcEs -~ Hsten to this - support 1
out af every § by in the Usiled
States of Ameriog”

The president, who spoke over B
ressing sur! Bg sea guils Osw over-
head, directed the Interior and Com-
merce DeparTments 1o st up 2 sys-
term of “marine pratecied arsas” i@
coordinate the hodgepodge of federsd
PrOECLioNs now in piace for beaches,
reeis and other marine habitats,

‘Hizs erder did not specily any
areas, but i requested recommenda-
tions on shoredines in need of imits
on activities Jike fishing, offshore il
drithng, mining amd dumpisg.

As it in, the Natlonsl Park Service
‘profeces 54 marine sreas, which cov-
er more than theee miilion acres of
water, including Glacier Bay in Atas-
i3, e Evergiaces in Florida, and
hare on Assateague an island e
nowned for the wild Horzes that roam
its marshiznds. Other masine areas
~-ug been set aside ng wildiife ot

i whder the supervision of the
- it and Wikdlite Service ar the Na.
tiunal Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
misistration.

ois the president,” Frosiand Mason,
past premdent of (he Yiegmia Water.
men's Assacianon, told The Assoei-
atet] Press. “The conservalionists
want 1o cut oW 4l commercial fish.
mg. They gon’t want any Hshing ex-
cept by hook and hine. The wnerman
is an endangered species these
days.”

©oMe Clinton alseo directed the envi.
retmental agency o adept tougher
water pollution stangdards to prowst
beachas and coastal areas, and to
identily areas where additiens! pro-
teCtions are raquired,

*They're going to g9 back and Inok
al thair permitting process for al of
the ozean discharges that could have
an imspact i ocean areas, and make
surg that thase are lully scientifical-
ly based, and if necessary, o in-
crease the protection,” sald James
Baker, admingirater of the oceanic
and atmaspheric agenrcy.

AS 1} is oW, thousands of beaches
are closed pvery ypar as heavy raing
cause sewers and drains to overflow,
washing sewage imte the surf, That
potiuted runoff can cause a variety of
heatth hazards, inciuding dysentery
and hepatiits. 11 also leads fo e
growth of {oxic algae and threatens
marine life,

Without better progections, poliut.
ed shurelines Can only get worse as
nearly half of all developmernt in the
United Staies is along constlines.

#Mr. Clintn aiso ordered the devel-
opment of a plan within the next 56
days to protect the coral reefs off 4
1.200-mile string of uninhubited iy
lands in serthwesiern Hawait Coral
reefs, whick harbar an abundance of
marine hle, are threatened world.
wide from poelivtion, overfishing and
rising oCean temperatures,

The Hawaiian reefs, first protect-
ed whes Presigent Theodore Roase
valt ¢reatad the Hawaiian Isisads
National Wildiife Refuge, make up
pearly T0 percent of the coral in
United 3tates waters and support
threatened sea turtles, monk seals
and other maring life.

Mr. Ciinton's plan, which wiil prob-
ably increase the zone of protecred
corat off Hawadi, would be developed
in sooperatlon with the Hawailan au-
thorities, officials sald.

In announcing the initiatives, Mr.
Clinton made both environmental
and SCONOMIL arguments.

THE NEW YORK TIMES, SATURDAY, MAY 27 2000

“The ol idea that we can oniy
ETow by putting more pollution 1nke
our takes and rivers and sceans musr
fimaily be put o rest,” he said Vige
deed, 11 is BOW lear that we cap grow
aur economy fasear over the lyng run
by wmproving cur envirsament, and
We really not enough far us just o
try 1G keep it as o {5, We have 10 do
better.”

Although the president has used
s execauve puthoricy 19 IMpose an
array of environmental profections,
Cangress i3 in charge of the purse
strings, and Republican leaders have
been reluctant ta spend money for all
af what Mr. Clintes considers critical
envirsumental pewrizies.

Pee Jellries, communicatians di.
rector for Speaker J. Dennis Hastery
of 1llines, szid the president wag
acung unwitely by expanding pro-
tected areas without giving sufficient
resources to the ones siready oo the
books.

“Republicans ward 10 take 2 ro-
sponsible, common-sense approach
i pur environment,” Mr. Jefiries
said, '
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Clinton Announces Plan to Protect U.S. Shorelines and Reefs
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iding on & beach yesterday on Assareague Island, Md., wers President Clhinton, Carl Zimmerman, 8 Natonal Park ranger, and three studes
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EMERGENCY FUNDING
SOUGHT TO SAVE
ENDANGERED CIVIL WAR
BATTLE SITES

By Michae! Kilian
Washingion Burgau
May /7 3000

FEATURED
ABYERTISERS

WASHINGTON -« The Interior Department on
Tuesday urged Congress 1o appropriate $22 million
for the preservation of major Civil War banleficlds
endangered by housing and commercial
development.

Appearing at a Capitol news conference, Assistant
Interior Secretary John Barry said Old Salem

15T TL L. 1

Chureh, an imporiant tandmark of the Advertisicig -
Chancellorsville campaign in Virginia, s hemmed in  #fermation
between "z Mattress King, a Taco Bell and 2 EEATURED
McDonald's," PROMOTIONS
Wire § Power
Lunches

In the last session of Congress, Interior Secretary
Bruce Babbitt asked for nearly $70 million to help
save Civil War historic sites over a three-vear
period, but appropriation. corrmzzzzeas cut the amount
to about 5190 million

fur you ang § friends!

Barry was joined at the news conference Tuesday by
a bipartisan group of lawmakers including Senate
Majority Leader Trent Lo (R-Migs.), Sen. James
Jeffords (R-VL.) and Sen. Robert Torricelti (D-
N.J.).House Appropriations Interior Subcommittes
Chatrman Ralph Regula (R-Ohio} has said that
Interior Departmen spending must be reduced by
$200 million from last year's £14.9 billion to meet
baégct largess.

Baz*ry said if action is not taken now, many of zha
historic si £es will be iost,

’%’aikzng about 2 bluff where Confederate Gen.
Thomas "Stongewall” Jackson stood when he

Page | of 3
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Chancelliorsvilie, Barry said, “There's a line of
housing developments marching right for it Qur
children should be able (¢ stand in that place and
share in this history.”

Under the Interor Depariment request, thai site and
others in the Fredenicksbuyrg/Spotsylvana area of
Virginia would received $7.6 million for land
acguisition and praservation.

Gertysburg National Military Park would get $10
mithion; Harpers Ferry National Historie Park, site of
Iohn Brown's failed slave upasing, would receive §2
miilion; and Manassas National Barlefizid Park,
where the two battles of Bull Run were foughs,
would get §2 mitlion. :

Palo Alto Banlefield Nationa! Historic Site in Texas
and Vickshurg Mational Milizaey Park in Mississippt
would also receive funds,

The interior Department also requested an additional
$15 million from the federail L.and and Water

“Conservation Fund 1o be spent on jand acquisition

and preservation for a number of bantle siies outside
of National Park Service junigdiction, including land
at Crlorietta Pass, NOM., and Secessionvilie, S.C.

James Lighthizer, president of the Civil War

- Preservation Trust, warned that rapid real estale

development threatens these sites as never before.

The Civil War Preservation Trust said Kentucky has
three threatened or highly threatened sites, including
Perryville. .

Tennessee has 16 threatened sites, including ¥t
Donelson, Murfreesborough, Stones River,
Chattanooga and Franklin; and Missourt has 13,
including Lexington and Springfieid. Vieginia,
where 60 percent of the Civil War's engagements
were fought, has 57 sites on the trust's threatened
fist. ’

« Email this story to a friend :
« More anicles on the Nation World home page
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America's National Parks:
The "Welcome” Sign is OQOut

Bruce Babbitt
Secretary of the Interior
May 23, 18%4
independence National. Park

The Park Service Mission: Two  Goals

- - I'd like to start this morning with a few words about
my philosophy of our national parks. | do so because both
our policies and our programs must aiwayé be grounded in
a profound and clearly-articulated sense of the
relationship between the American people and their
heritage, both natural and historical.

j‘he' place to begin is the 1916 1eg’is!ati¢n that created
the national park system; in which the Congress charged
the National Park Service "to conserve the scenery and the
natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and to
provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and
by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the “
enjoyment of future gensrations.”



On more than a few occasions these two goals -- |
protection of the resource and providing enjoyment for the
citizens of our land -- have generated sharp conflict:
whether to build a new road across the Great Smokies or
across Petroglyph National Monument, or a tramway up the
Guadalupe Mountains, or more visitor facilities within
Denali ¢r at the north rim of the Grand Canyon.

For my part, | concur with the recommendatlon of the
experts who wrote the Vail Agenda that the "prlmary
responsibility of the National Park Service must be
protection of park resources.” That is aiso the unanimous
view of the hundreds of individual park rangers with whom |-
have shared so many wonderful days. of hiking, camping,
skiing, climbing and rowing in our national parks throughout
my lifetime.

On my watch, the Park Service will not build additional
lodging facilities within the parks. If the need arises for
more overnight accommodations, then it should be done
outside the parks.. The gateway communities outside the
parks can also serve as staging areas, where visitors can
learn about the park and plan their excursions -- ali
without adding to the congestion inside.

-3



Gn my watch, the Park. Service will not e in the road
building business. We have-our hands full just trying to
maintain existing roads. Roads are the enemies of national
éazks;»they disrupt, divide and fragment animal hab%’zét and
the natural systems that are the very reason for the park.
Our task is to invite visiters out of their cars and away
from the roads.

On my watch, the Park Service will retum to a focus on -
authenticity. The. national parks are not about.
entertainment; Disnay, Warner Brothers and so many
others are masters at the task, and America’'s park rangers
should not he competing with them. I you want to play
golf, watch people teeding bears, or see a r{ight‘time
. firefall -~ all of which have bsen done in the national parks
in our lifetime -~ | say that's fine. Just don't expect to do
it in a national park.

The purpose of our national parks"is to facilitate the
encounter of the Amaerican people with their natural and
“cultural, heritage A visit to a national park should be a
voyage of discovery, bringing the visitor to a more intense
appreciation of the natural world, whether seen in a sunset
panorama at Grand Canyon, in a herd of grazing elk, or the
face of a single flower in an alpine meadow.



We must create an| environment which invites visitors
to get out of their cars, to enlarge their knowledge of
themselves and of their \natural surroundings. Everything .
we do -- every change we make -- must encourage this -

gncounter, -
Moving Forward: Heséu;ce Protection and a Focus on
Ecosystems |

We must also cans{der other %mpli‘catim‘ns of the term
"preserve unimpaired,” because it is no longer enough to
focys on the nature of dé‘eveiopmems within the Park
boundary. ( |

g B

Those empty spaceé that we used 1o rely upon to
buffer and protect our pa:rks are disappearing. When
Yosemite was created 120 years ago, it was surrounded by
vast open spaces. One éou!d go out, create a nationai park
somewhere by putting a fence around it, and assume it
would take care of itseif.; But the West is filling up and
everywhere there are people and new claims on minerals,
water, timber and geothermal resources. |
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Today, the plain fact is that parks are a part -- usually
a centrat part -~ of a éréacﬁef ecosystem in which
everything interweaves with everything else. And the Park
Service must now consider new methods for protecting its
resource base; we must begin to focus on parks not as
distinct entities in thems'elves, but as the centers of
ecosystems.
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At Yellowstone, masswe herds of elk and buffalo (and
soon, perhaps, the gray wolf) do not acknowledge the
straight lines on a map those animals inherited an
eniire ecosystem, and park staff must work closely
with resource managers from other state and federal
agencies {0 pf{:}tect thezr migration range.

Everglades National Park lies on the edge of an
ecosystem literally on the brink of extinction. Exet%é
plant species, encouraged by nutrient-rich
agricultural runoff, have crowded -out watered areas.
The hydrologic connection that sustains the
Everglades system ‘has been severed by agnculturai
developments. The steady sheet flows of water
heading south from'Lake Okeéchobee that once
supplied the Everggades with its fresh lifesource are
now diverted to othér uses. As a result, the vast
flocks of wading b;fds have moved out, héading north
for lack -of water. And the Flerzda panther is on the




prink of extinction. ! The park's fate lies not in the
hands of its rangers, but in the hands of government
olficials and private land anezsxzhmugmut the
region.

The Sierra NevadaiParks have air quality problems
worse than many iérge cities, causing problems for
plants, animals and [humans. But the source of the
problem lies hundrads of miles away in California’s
urban centers. In Slequoia National Park, we ﬁow have
signs on certain trails telling hikers to avoid
strenucus exercise because of the dangerous ievels

of ozone pollution. -

Natural conditions at the Grand Canyon are now under
the influence of Bureau of Reclamation, which
determines water flows below Glen Canyon Dam, and
the Federal Aviaticizn Administration, which
determines the amlaunt and the tirﬁing of commercial
'helicdpter,and fixec;i wing overtlights in the canyon.

[



The geyser field . at ;Yseiiawstone iIs cne of only eleven
kriown geyser fields lin the world. Of those eleven,
gight have already been destrcyed. The Qld Faithful
Protection Act will protect the world famous geyser
field by regulating geothermal development within 15
miles of the park. fxiready passed in the House, the.
bilt is still awaiting 'at::ticm in the Senate.

Clearly, it is no longer sufficient to label land a "park"
and assume it i$ protected, and we are now on the path of
moving beyond parks and beginning to see ecosystems
whole. '

Moving Forward: Nezaé Parks

i

| am frequently asked whether we have enough
national parks. My answer is "'no," for a number of reasons.

50 years ago there was no Martin Luther King Jr.
Historical Site to be preserved because that chapter
of our history had not yet been written.

The movement o gf:reate urban parks, exemplified by
Gateway National Park in New York City, Golden Gate
National Recreatif:}:‘z! Area and the Presidio in San
Francisco, arzd‘the ;Sarzta Monica National Recreation
Area outside Los A':ng,eies. is just beginning.
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THe Kansas taligrass prairie reminds us of how -
perceptions ehange.; A century ago, we crossed the
midwest in search c.f:ff scenic splendor, oblivicus 1o the
extracrdinary biodiversity being plowed up and taken
for granted -- biodli,versity equivalent to a tropical
rainforest. Now, ggiighzeﬁ_ed by the attitudes and
perceptions of a new generation, we go back to
acknowledge the in?pciztance of that resource.
The California Desert Protection Act makes the same
point. Generations in search of alpine sc:enéry in our
parks simply waiks@ on past some of the most unique ~
ecosystems in all of America. The California Desert
Pratection Act weuiid bring under Park Service
management 1.6 million acres of lands unsurpassed in
their scenic, biological, cultural and recreational
sigrzéficance; - |

. i .

This process of rezevaizzatierz must continue
_indefinitely. and, while we must ensure adequate protection
for existing sites, we rh!ust, always he receptive to new
opportunities 10 axpand: our system of natieﬁal‘parks,
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Movimg Forward: Sec%xirzg the Financial Base

This is a tough timeI for the Nazicﬁa} Park Service and
for the Interior Department;, we are in the midst of an
unprecedented pudget cri‘sis. The éepartmerzt will absorb a
net cut in the next fiscal year. This crisis will continue
through the foreseeable | future.

Thare are small, bu; essential steps to help th_e Park
Service establish a more secure foating. One of those
steps is concession maﬂ§gement contracts. In the past,
many park concessions were on sided contracts favoring
- commercial interests with good political connections.
We've broken the mold afrzd have begun to negotiate more
equitable contracts. The new concessions contract at
Yosemite will, in many wéys, serve as a model for the
- future: it provides both ai fair return and a means of
improving park infrastructure. Senator Dale Bumpers has
sponsored a bill which builds upon the Yosemite model;
passage cf;that bill is a!priority for the Park Service.

. We must also address the issue of entrance fees. - Of
the 367 park facilities, c:f'zly haif aven charge an entrance
fee. Only 15 charge the;maxi?num'entrance rate of §5 per
vehicle, and only three parks are authorized to charge
more than $5: Yellowstons, Grand Taton and Grand Canyon
charge $10 per car. |



When Hattie and 1 take our two sons to a movie, we
probably pay three times |as much as the Yellowstone
entrance fee -- and we do so for two hours of
entertainment. When | di;sczzssed this with Dan Sholly,
Yellowstorie's Chief Ranger, he told me that back in 3915
the entrance fee at Yellowstone was 15 -- 50 percent
higher than it is today, and a lot higher that than in real
inflation-adjusted dollars| An Administration proposal
would return to the Secretary the authority to set
reasonable fees for parks.

-

o And as l've considefiad the real value of $15 admission
fees in 1915, | ask myself if the American people would be
willing to pay a little more for this experience and for
having the satisfaction of knowing they were helping to
sustain that resource.

| went out to Great Falls National Park to try out these
concepts. One Saturday [morning last fall, | stood by the
entrance area and did a |little poll, asking visitors who'
currently pay $4 if they sa{ould pay a couple of dollars more
to enter this national park. About 80 percent had a simple
answer: "No way.” | then followed my political experience
with polisters and decided to frame the question correctly.
So | went back out and agked if they would pay a few
dollars more in admission fees if they knew the funds were

10




going-to be Kept in that park to repair the boat house at
Lock & "and to fix up the trail along the towpath. Phrased
that way the answer was 80 percent "yes.”

That is our cha!lenge -- to persuadse the United States
Congress o recagnize the tevel of public support for the
National Parks, and to let loose their grasp to allow the
Secretary 10 set fees afzd keep those pmceeds in the

parks. !ts that simple. .
Moving Forward: Pmtectlng Those Who Protect the
Parks £
i |

In this budget context, the Park Service is engaged in
a restructuring -- ¢ne that involves staff cuts in some
locations. But even withg this in mind, we have made this
commitment clear. we will not, in any way, reduce the
number of rangers now s}rorking in our parks. Any sacrifices
demanded of the Park Service will be absorbed in the
national and regional cffie;es. Nothing can, or will, interfere
with the essential and authentic visitor experience.

T .

11



But 1o protect that lexperience, we must also protect,
and do’justice to, the men and womean who run our national
parks. For the last seve:rai generations, we’\}e been
exploiting the personnel lot .the National Park Service.
We've exploited them because it's been generaily
undersiood that there are many Americans whoe love the.
outdoors, have natural si‘ciénca backgrounds, have talents
in dealing with people -- and who desperately want to waork
for the Park Service. Wé've biayed on the good will and the
extraordinéry affecti'on these people have for thé’ Service;
we've taken advantage of their great dedication. Thus,
rangers and park personnsei %‘iaw steadily been eroding on
the pay and stature raz{ngs relative to other federai

# -

employees. -‘

We are committed to reversing this shabby record,
and the first step is a program called "Ranger Futures.”
This program, which goe;s into effect on July 1, sends a
strong message to park ‘employees. We will reexamine
évery grade attached to a job in the Park Service, and
raclassify those in which employeas are clearly doing the
same kind of work done in other agencies at a ‘much higher

pay grade,



Next comes the issue of Park Service m{zsing.
America’'s most respected Federal employees arg living in
its worst conditions. My visits to Park Service housing
clusters often remind }ne; of Third World slums. Some of
the trailets in which perr’jnanent rangers are living are -so
waterlogged they are crdmb!ing to pieces. Te salvage what
they possibly can, some inventive maintenance stalfs
actually built independent roct shelters over the ruins of
these trailers. (It remind's me of Casa Grande Nationali
Monument in Arizona -- ;where a canopy covers ézehistcﬁc
ruins.) At Channei lsran;ds National Park rangers live in
converted shipping containers. Yellowstone trailers are
often covered with tires iso the roofs won't blow off.

! .

At Great Smoky Mountain National Park, we've begun
to address this problem. ' Jim Barna Log Homes donated
hundreds of thousands of dollars in materials, and the log
home building industry provided more than 100 volunteers.
In one day, from suﬁrisé to sunset, we erected, from
foundation to roof enc!os;ure, a high quality log cabin
~dormitory for eight people.

i
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his uniquely American barn ralsing was done with the

help of the private sectar, and we arg now exploring |
partnerships to helo us ?cﬁdress the park housing crisis on
national bams that program will be announced in a matter
of weeks. | know that somewhere out there all gver this
S country, people, bzzsmesses and corporatlons are ready to |
step forward, if only we |can together light that spark and

reki ndle the fetatzaﬁshp of people {o their parks.
And it is on that relationship that | wish to close.

The Park Service Mission: An Urgent Message‘td the
Amaerican Peepla‘ ‘

I've aiready explained my view of a national park as a
place - the place -- for] Americans t0 enjoy and reiate to
their heritage. And that jis why | do not share the notion
 that we are "loving the ;:'sarks to death’ and that the answer
to budget shortialis aadgsummer crowding is to keep

peaple out. . ;

To the contrary, 1 want to keep the "WELCOME" sign
out and. encourage all Amencans to use the parks that
|
belong to them. !
|
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When crowding becomes a problem, é‘ne chalienge is to
use more ingenuity w;t?'s better transit systems, more’
staging areas outside aark boundaries, good reservation
systems, campgrounds f:m pabic lands adjacent to Qarks
inducements to visit dumg the "shoulder’ season -- the
list is aslong as our smagmauon and desire to serve the
American people.

And there is still ancther reason to' ’keep the
"WELCOME?® sign out. T%rcughout the world, we see each day
new evidence of ecological collapse. In coming years we
.must accelerate our effc}rts to impart- a conservation ethic ‘
~ and to communicate ways of living more lightly on this land "

of ours. What better place to begin than in our national
parks? ‘

The parks are the s{vimcws through which -the
American people can rediscover and renew this connection
. to the natural world, The parks are where that educational
process beging most eai«.i%y - where the natural stage
settings and the actors Tre the best in the world.

The pathway to a new American environmental ethic
must begin then with pecple - people in the process of -
discovering their heritage and shaping their futu-e. It is an
gncounter that begins most naturally in our national parks.
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I an“;, pleased to join with all of you to celebrate the
75th birthday of this| marvelous Canyon. I want’
~especially to acknowledge the presence of Senator
DeConcini and Senator McCain, both of whom have done
so much for the Park Service and the' Canyon. Our twé
Senators come here today in .th‘e tradition of :Senat()r
Ggldwater and Senator Hayden and many othc;:r
Arizonané, in public and private life, who have helped
~ make fhe Grand Calnyon such a great National Park.
Last week, 'ﬁreparing for this visit, I had occ:asien'to |

- read through the brief record of the Congressiianai debates

that led to the birth of EGrand Canyon National Park in
1919. And those debates have a remarkably familiar

ring.
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Then as now, the Congress was debating

concessions policy.
| |

* Then as now, there was a spirited debate about

property rights and condemnation powers - at that time

the issue was to clear title to the Bright Angel Trail: .

* Then as now, there was a debate about storage
s 1 | | )

reservoirs on the Colorado River. And there was even a
debate about earmarking fees for use in the park of

origin.

- But the hottest iésue of all back in 1919 waé

~ transportation. Senator (then Congressman) Hayden; a

%

-prime sponsor of the legislation, wanted to build a

. railroad built from Utajh; down to serve the North Rim,

P i

~ just as the Santa Fe Railroad came up from Williams to
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the South Rim. | Arguing that a North Rim railroad
"would present possibly ﬁia, more wonderful view than from
the south side,” Hayde;ziwamed to finance that railroad by
~selling timber rights or£ the North Kaibab. Aware that

park proponents in Congress would never support such a

scheme, Senator Hayden wanted legislation that would

i
'

leave the decision on: a North Rim railroad to the
discretion of the Secretary of the Interior.

Senator Hayden's r?ilroad policy was complicated b};
the fact that most members didn’t ha_ve any idea .Of the
‘ magr;itude of the Canyon. One Cengrgssman seemed té_

think that Hayden was proposing to construct a railroad

all the way across the (‘E.‘ariyon_fmm north to south.
I .

i
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The good Senator patiéntly explained why no railroad
would ever cross the éz:inyon and he then argued his case
for giving the Secretsgry of the Iﬁterier authori‘iy to

decide.

"This park will be {}:}de; the exclusive jurisdiction of

i
!

would think of pcrmitti:ﬁg any railroad to be constructed
that would in any way impair the scenic beauties of the

the Secretary of the Interior. No Secretary of the Interior

Grand Canyon, but, xlon the other hand, he would
uﬁdaubtedly favor the iconstruction éf railroads for the
corzyenien%:é of | the pizbiic. "

Right .‘t'here, in ;heS‘e two sentences, Senator Hayden
clapfured the essential éonﬂict that has confroﬁted evary

Secretary since 1919 - I



@
how best to reconcile the% two conflicting mandates
of the National Park ;Service_t - to' preser{ze‘ nature
”unimpaired" while providing for the “;injeyment" of the
public. | :

Today, 75 ‘'years later, we are stilf debating
transportation policy. The issue today is not how to
encourage more visitation, but rather how to deal with thé
5,000,000 visitors alreaéiy at the gates and the hurzdfedé
of millions of people all %;ver the world who ére even now
- dreaming z‘mda f)lanning }er the day- tﬁey can bring their

families to our canyon.

The ultimate question of how many people this Park -
cen' accommodate is not easy to answer because it

depends‘oﬁ other fundamental questions - such as, what
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type of transportation and what kind of visitor experience

should we provide?

In Carl Hayden’s ddy, the answer was simple; travel
| i

was expensive and time consuming, and once you finally
;

got there, whether b}é the Séntéx Fe Railroad from
| ;

Williams or by the iﬁcréasingiy popular touring car, you

had better well stay rzght here on the premises. Steven

Mather, the first dxrector of the National Park Servzce

recogmzfzd that reality, jand he encouraged Fred Haryey

to. keep building more’ accommodations to keep them
| | | |
. | oy : ,
~ coming. My own ancestors, with a stake in South Rim
concessions, were vigorous supporters of that policy.

- More.recently, however, the Park Service has begun

to edge away from this early "field of dreams’* policy.
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Grand Canyon village on a summer day is cluttered and
crowded beyond any semblance of a true park experience.

Mather Point, where most tourists stop for their first

view, 1s the world’s busiest parking lot, a veritable jungle

of cars, campers, recreation vehicles and buses belching

diesel fumes.

The Park Service and most friends of the Cax’zyeﬁ
now recognize that the %Ley to a better visitor expe.rience‘
is to direct all future e:{pansion éf visitor facilitics.4 angi
perhaps some of the existingx‘ facilities \- outside the park;
- This trend is already .apgjarent in ihg gateway comn';n’nities
springinAg up and expanding outside our national parks.

The future of théég communities and the way in

Iwhich growth is planned will have major impacts on the
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future e% our parks. The Natioﬁal Park Service does not
3:}5 should not control land use planning in communities
outside the boundaries 'of the park. The Park Service
| does, héwever, ha?e: an direct stake in the develep}ment of
gﬁteway communities in Northern Ar.izgma, and it is
si‘mply this - -

The day is coming when it will be the responsiéility

of the Secretary of the |Interior to limit vehicle entry to

the South Rim in border.to protect both the park resource

and the quality of the viisito‘r experién.ce within the Park.
Entry restrictions on motor vehicles coﬁld lead to reduced
visitation -but that is not an inevitable result. The real
issue 1s separatirig the visitors fmm their automobiles, ar}d

thereby providing an enhanced Park experience for all
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who Waét to come_.

Whether visitors will still come, even wilthoz.zt their
autos, depends.on how attractive the
mass transit alternatives .alre. Consumers have many
choices; the world is full of vacation
planners offering alternative travel packages. Whether
visitors elect to come to Grand Canyon, |
or to head straight down I-40 toward Disneyland will
depénd in some measure whether, working to.gether, we
can offer mass transit that 1s cen?ehient, affordable,
attractive, -and well ééérdi’nated with ‘l§dging and other
'servicés in the gateway cemmunities_. The success of the
revived Grand Canyon Railroad (that’s the South Rim

Raiiroad) provides encouraging evidence that, given the
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right inducements, visitors are willing to leave their cars
outside the Park.

Ourl éb%lity to make a smooth, user friendly switch to
 mass transit depends | in . some largé meﬁsure én
investments within the Par&k made by the Congress. But
it will haisa depend heavily bn how the communities in -

Northern Arzzona plan uses eutszde the park: visitor
facilities,

railroad stops, restaurants, lodging, parking, carﬁpgrozmds | |
and aviation ’uses ‘must be configured tosuppért the
development of convenient and attractive mass transit.
The Nétiozzai Park Service has been thinking about
am;i WQrkjng on these is§ueé, principally xa?ithin Park

boundaries, for several years, and the Park Superintendent
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will shortly release a discussion draft of manaéement
options for the future at the South Rim.

When that plan is released ’inx early 1995, we will
have an unprecedanted\Oppertunitj,; to“wo;jk tegether‘tg}
plan for the next century at Grand Canyon. There will be‘ |
a window of opportunity for the National Park ‘Seryi‘__ce
and state and local governments to work together 'with the |
. private sector to prepare a vision fo; a 21st century
partnership between Grand Canyon National Park and

northern Arizona.

When the draft General Management Plan and
Environmental Impact Statement is relsased in Névémber,'_

it ,willt be timé to expand the dialogue beyond the Park
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boundaries 1o all of the surrounding communities and
governments. Events outside the park are also moving in
this direction. Tﬁe Tusayan Area Plan being developed
by Coconino County is scheduled for completion at the
end of 1994, fhe Regional Trans?ortation_éﬁmmittge,
sponsored by the Northern Arizona Ccuncil | of
Governments, is moving to complete a study on
development of outlying staging areas in existing
communities and the de?elopment of' efficient and
effective systems of alternative modes of transportation té
* the South Rim. Parallel efforts are: underway for water
(the Glen Canyon EIS), regional air*quality xand cagyén

~ overflight.
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For all these reasons, the time is now at hand to
bring these efforts together. The Canyf;}g has a talented
and energetic new s@perihtenéem, Rob Arnbergﬁf. [ have
discussed these issues extensively with him, and I can
assure you that he is ready to support such an effort.
Therefore, before year end, I will as‘k reﬁresentatives of
the Govérnor, th’e Congressional delegation, the Foreiét
Service, Coconino Counlty, neighboring Indian tribes,
Tusayan, Williams, Flagstgff, the Grand Canyon Trust,
the transpc;rtatioﬁ and l;ﬁgirzg bu'sinesses,. Nofthem

’Arizona University, and others to participate in a task
] force for a 21st century partnership between theﬂ Park and
its neighbors. I will charge this group, working in public

with all interested parties,
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to pfovide, as soon as possible, a cOmﬁrehensive regional
plan for the 21st century.

The day when parks can stand alone as enclaves
separated in space and byf law from their neighbors is
long gone, if indeed it ever existed at all. The time is
now- at hand to see our respective responsibilities and
opportunities whgle, to look across our respective
.jurisdictional boundaries énd to meet the next century in

a spirit of cooperation and sound planning.

I look forward to 'workin‘g with all of you. Thank

you -



