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Clinton signs Sand Dunes park 
bill 

8\1' ',' ,-,,,, ::,\" .c .- ,11 

Denver Post Wuhltlgtan SUM"IJ 

. ~ ReiMer.! Miele; 
Nov. 23, 2000· 'WASHINGTON· PreSident 
Clinton quietly signed a bill Wednesday turning Great Sand Dunes 
National Monument near Alamosa inta the nation's newest 
national park, bnnglng a remarkably fast legislative effort across 
the finish line, 

~-~-------- Administration offiCials say they 

Bill signed hope to finiSh the upgrade with the 

~CbQnottPndaytlgNd.oalO purchase of the lOO,OOO-acre Saca 

=~ Ranch before Clinton leaves office, 

~u. And a visit by Cllnton to the 

::~... evershifting dunes, the tallest In= 
=T::::=-I-J.~~~,-~ North America, IS not out of the 
- question. 

"I've always said that national 
parks are destination points for 
tourists, while monuments are 
stops on the way to parks." said 
Dion Stewart, spokesman for the 
grassroots Citizens for the

3 Monument to Park Conversion 
10dM'---'---,-n;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; Committee. 

"I think it will have a benefidal 
economic impact on the valley. It won't be the end of the valley's 
water wars by any means, but (Clinton's approval) will take a big 
burden off one sector of the resoorce." 

Located southwest of Pueblo across the mountains in the San Luis 
Valley, the dunes themselves cover 38,000 acres of the valley 
floor and rise 700 feet against the Sangre de Christo range; 

The land coveted in the bill also includes mountain meadows, 
alpine tundra and the 14,165-foot Kit Carson Peak. The «osys't~m 
Includes a diverse collection of dUne plantsl golden eagles, 
red-tailed hawks, mountain bluebirds and ground squirrels. 

But the real prize for supporters Is the neighboring Bacs Ranch. 
whiCh has been at the center of bitter water fights in the valley for 
years. Valley offiCials and farmers are hoping federal ownership 
wm put an end to repeated efforts to turn the ranch into a water 
farm for the Front Range. . 



U.S. Sen, Wayne Allard, R-loveland, and co-sponsor U.S. Rep, 
Scott Mcll'nis, R-Grand Junction/ were overjoyed, 

''I'm excited for the people of the San LUIs Valiey/ Allard said. 
"They worked hard. This was a locally drtven proposal. It easily 
meets the standards of a park," 

A national park designation generally gives a site better status 
than a monument. It typically draws more tourists and can mean 
greater funding. legislators noted that 'it took 14 years to win 
approval of Black canyon of the Gunnison National Park, but the 
dunes biU was done in one. 

Ray Wright. president of the Rio Grande Water Conservation 
Districtl was pleased with the signing but said it won't end future 
attempts to export the valley's water, 

~tn the West, with water in increasingly short suppiV. the valley 
will continue to be viewed as a source to cover someone else's 
j!ls," Wright said. "We haven't ever had a time when we didn't 
have a water war, and we can't assume this will be the end of 
them." 

Clinton's approval Wednesday surprised no one, of course, The bill 
fit neatly into his drive.to build a "lands legacyM before leaving 
office, But the bill caused a big split in Colorado's congressional 
delegati¢n. U,S, Rep. Joel Hefley, R~Colorado Springs, OPPOsed the 
upgrade, caiHng the dunes "a pite of sand" that doesn't merit park 
status. 

The park will not be created until the secretary of the interior 
decides the government has enough land with enough "dIversity of 
reSources." 

That basically means buying the 8a:ca Ranch. Congress put about 
$8,5 million into the federal budget, but the price of the ranch is 
eXf)ected t¢ be as high as $35 million. An intermediary like the 
Nature ConservancY Is expected t¢ make up the difference, then. 
be paid back by future congressional approprlatl?nS, 

Denver Post correspondent Mark H. Hunter contributed to this 
report, 
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'lew mining rules protect federal 
. . land 

Government says they could cost industry 

up to $484 million and 6,100 new jobs 
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The ''fomen's College at the 
, U ~iversity Qf Oenver 

Snowmobile ban set for '03 at 2 

parks 


By r ";1 <:;:"';,, 

Otlnyet Post environment Wrltor 


,Nov. 23, 2000 ~ Thousands of snowmobiles will 

disappear from Yellowstone and. Grand Teton national parks by 
2003 to protect wildlife and beauty~ the U,S. Park Service 
announced Wednesday. 

Conservation groups hailed the decision. but neither snowmobilers 
nor the animal~rights group that forced the Park Service's hand Is 
happy about It, Sen. Craig Thomas, R-Wyo., is already proposing 
legislation to delay the ban. And at least one off-road~\lehicle 
advocate is considering a federal court challenge. 

The ban was announced Wednesday by Karen Wade, 
Intermountain Region direc.tor for the Park Service, following years 
of study. 

After' the snowmobile ban is in piace, winter' tourists wiU be 
restr'icted to multi-passenger snow coaches, snowshoes or skis, 
New snowmobile restrictions will be phased in next winter as the 
park ramps up to coach service, No changes are planned for this 
winter. 

Park officials said the decision struck a compromise between 
, resource protection and winter tourism. 

"Unfortunately, snowmobiles have been shown to harm wildlife, 
air quality and the natural quiet of these parks." said Wade, 

But critics were already reviewing their oQtlans, 

Thomas, a member of the Senate Environment and Public Works 

Committee. has proposed a teglslatlve rider that would delay the 

administration's ban and, in a related matter, give snowmobile 

makers three years to meet emissions standards developed by the 

Environmental Protection Agency. 


"This is the wrong course and another example of the Clinton 
administration's failure to lead, by ignoring reasonable solutions," 
said Thomas. 

Adena Cookl public lands director for the Blue Ribbon Coalition, a 
motoriled-recreatlon advocacy group that claIms 600,000 
members, said that the ban, by some estimates, will cost 
neighboring communities such as West Yellowstone 1,000 jobs 
and $100 million a year in tOUrism, 
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· 
A snowmobile ban at Yellowstone and Grand Teton-national parks 
would remove a huge draw that sets northern Wyoming apart 
from other snowmobile meccas such as Colorado and even 
Minnesota, she said. 

Coole said snowmobile groups are considenng a court challenge. 
, "Not only is the decision not aCCeptable to us, we believe the 

process itself was flawed," she added. 

But Mike (tark, executive director of the: Greater Yellowstone 
CoalitIon, said the declsion means the park will finally be in 
compliance with the NatIonal Environmental Policy Act for the first 
tlm~ in 20 years. 

Bob Ekey, The Wilderness Society's northern Rockies director, sald" 
the ban doesn't have to mean hardship for park neIghbors. 

Ekey suggested that the Park Service can award Si"\ow~coach 


concessions to neighboring towns and aggressively market 

Yellowstone and the Tetons, as it did after the 1988 fire season. 

Clark added that more than 400 miles of trails wit! remain open 

outside of park borderS. 


But Clark fears that a lame duck Congress will hamstring the Park: 
Service's ruling. . 

"We hope they don't, because we know the science Is on our side. 
the law is on our Side. and the American public is on our side," 
said Clark. 

Fund for the Animals, the group that flied a lawsuit which forCed 
the Park Service to do the study, said the decision didn't go far 
enough. The group is concerned that bison wiH continue to use 
snow.. packed roads to lea....e the park, where they would be kHlf!d 
because of fears they would spread disease to cattle, 

Denver Post staff writer Mike Soraghan contributed to this report. 

Copyright 2000 The D.n"'er PotJt. All riGhts ruerved. 

Thl. m.terial m.y not be pubU.hed, btoadcut. rewrlWlin or redifirlbuted. 
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I . . • 'n' •iRestore:,v,,,",",w'ut",,' 
j' ,,·.-.'.:,:,q~::u:,- . \ " . 
i to,NamralState'- .I. R';;;~~; Babbi~.balls ',,' 
•' to-year bluePrint, says it protects'
i park'sbeautywhile enhancing v 

, visitors'experience. Leaders of the' 
.0 '"I

I'largest environmental groups 
: shOw their support, ",' , . 
'I" ",.' ""'t"', "i, " "f 

·BY~~~~~~':~~STAff~'" . . , " '",''\ ,.,' "" ,}- . 
, . YQSEMITE'V1LLAGE-Mother Nature 

; began the,~es/I nearly U?~ ~ ago-'"'
,sending down a flood that w¢led hlllldreds. 


of campgi(mnds: do2ens of hotel roomS and
Iacres of a\iphalt from the l!09t'cf yosemite
! Valley.'" . . T . '. 
~ 'In a'snoWy m~dow bq:side the:Merced' 
l' Rivet' on Tuesdtw, Naoonat P<lrk Service 
\ offlciaill pledged' to eonunue na.ture's -er
'I' fo~Ul a fl'WOOptns. lo-year plan.to re-. 
, ; stiri meadOws and riverbanks and to push 
. back 'mankinti's' sometlmes overOOartng' 
; footprint In thn ~mart o(YoselUlte !'-lational. 
I, pnrk:;W;r.s.;.e ' ," .' " . ',r ,"

i [nterior' Secretary ~ Babbitt 't"ntro-· 
j duced· the- $4424tlilJioo', Yosemite Valley
, Plan, saying It will finally create the pollt,t:' 
1 cal will to achlew the nearly three-decade
, old goal of '"restorlJlg Yosemite's breath'-', 
I taking beauty 1dld pro..idlng balance," ": 
i ' ''The plan will conserve the natural and, 

i cultural reso~, of Yosemite National--:,!~t~:~;~~""''.Y.,ll,~ce~''''~l.:s~''''..!lt.:':~ , Aitod.!.t<I Pft.,Park," Babbitt em. :'Wbile providing easy , "at Y~e_ ?~ !u:_~ ,_ 
access and lmprnvlnj.:the -quality,of our' 

, visitor experienc:E-." ." : - "_. ", --- l' 

J The" plan reduces the number of <ta,y:; -' But every meadow;creek'a;~ viSta In th~ 

,. ~king ~ces in the Valley by more !.han ~ 7·m.ile-long, miIe-wide: V'alley has .its o:wn~ 


two-thirds and en~ VISitors to park .: constituency. And, as tl\e"35 proteste~ 

: in one of thIoo lots mal will b(i a halt-Mut,: , clamoring behind- Babbttt', Wfih."pl~~ 

\ drive ,or morn away_ from· prime, views- of',j 1 made clear, the figl\t over the evoliJtinn oi.'! 

I breathtaking 8nd~~ll Fafu.! and,thtft.oWe~: : ~ the valley will continue. . .. : 

,. ing granite monolith;ELCapitan.' The vO!\l'" _ At "least hal!-a,:~ IeadersJ~:the"na~t1 


minoim blueprlnfit1!W eaIls fodhe removal : . ,tion's largest and ~ost prestig:i~ enViron"~:! 

of mQl'e- than 400 tent cabirul: aJld pushes alw 

- mentld groups stood shoulder. to shoulder : 

most all deveklpruart at least"l50 feet away,: with-Babbitt to endorse the proposal, In the ' 

from the Merced lUver.' Nearly half of the.'" I background, the sound of ice falls rumbl~ .: ' 


""~, '~'~-"park W<lri!:eci who now live: in thi narrow ; agatnstthev",","",,!sSUl:;'!;rgr!Ull~~<-- ...~!,;,:_: 
valley will be relocated to new hOUSing e1~ , Jay Wlltaon. regional.di~:at the WiP-'

,where, • ,:-' , Plea.te's- yOSBMrl'E,.A9 , 
r The Interior secretary and Park: Service 
, offreials predicted U1a~ the propcsa1 will 
l succeed where others have falicd because it 

has, a . wide suppgrt in the_ enVironmental 
., community and 5UbstantW. fundlng already 

eet aalde. The coot (If the work has grown. 

however, by tTl(I-;'e Ulan $100 million since a 

Mareh 2!aft ",.""""" "-___ ,_ ' ,;, 


http:Plea.te's-yOSBMrl'E,.A9


:YOSEMITE 

: Continued Crom A8 
, demess Scciety. sale the 1997 
,flood had preiented Ule Park 
, Ser.'1ce with a "nnce-in....-iifetime 
; Opportunity to tra.il$fonn mw re
, ality what"had historically been a 

majestic ~t, elusive VlS'ton for Yo
semite Valle"'," 

"The ce;ttral question was 
whet~r the Park Strvice ,*..5 lip 
to the :.ask." Watson added, "TM 
Ynsemile Valley Plan answers 
that question with a TeW.tnding 

j yes." 
Also praiSing L'lc plan were the 

Amerk:an ,Alpine Club, which 
lauded in particu!at the preserva· Protesters opposed to fa.deral plan voice ~ 10' Yosemite. 
liOn nf Camp 4, one of the world's, . ', . f' 

"great havens for climbers and 
mountaineers; the Yosemite Res- Despite the CQn~sus, how- area, has said the Park ~ 

toration Trilst, whlth che1O!red the ever, others are wruting to scuttle· paid too little attention· ill such', 

elimination of ea:licr plans to the plan, sentiments. 

build a Inwmlve parking lot near The protesters who assembled Slgr.alirli' that lhe: piith to fund-

EI Capitan; aod the Naturai Reo behind Babbitt.Tuesday said the mgthep1a:nWillllOtbeaneaE/OTle. 

soun:es Dtd€o$f!" Coundl, which plan allows too much new develA .RadarttMch has called for hea:rins:s : 

lauded the restoration of river- opm'tmt, like new cabms. They mt:<> the "~ cost.ly" price , 

banks and meadows. waved Slgns that read: "Stop the tag. He has: also proposed legislation. 


Babbitt said the broad alliance NP$ Profit Maclune" and "John that. in the future, vrould requI:e a' 
\lfill help the Park ~rvice win the ~uir Would Be Crying." A~ BW- detailed ~ impact 'analYsis 
more than $262. million in capital· bitt spoke the group unveiled a when Park Service plans affect a 
funding stHl needed to make the Blarge banner quoting David neighboringcommunity, . 
proposal a reo1itv. rower, the enVIronmental el<k!r &bbitt said the e{)ncept that 

Many pr<)}ef:ta should be able ~Q statesrr~ who. died earllttr this: tourist eoonomies must suffeI if 

begin v.ithout mU(:h delay, 'f',Qw- month. Y~rrute should be:! na~ cars are discourageif'has been 

ever, because of the $1{)5 million ~,ure cent~, B~-er had said, proven wrong. The Piirk'Serviee 

already appropriated by Congress not a profit eente:, last summer forceQ Yi9itors to 

for flood repait's and restoration Another constituency, mean~ Utah's Zion National Park !,o. 

TI.at moru>y can be usOO on prot whlle, wOrr:i~. lhat, the federal leave tl:teir cars and ride 'a shuttle 

eets scheduled f(lt completion in gwc:mment IS lfflprOSmg too many bus. Babbitt said. As many C!$ 

the next r;wg.lO foUl" years, includ- restrictions ~d limlts on vi$itot$. 4,000 cars a day were eliminated 

ing: improving <:ampgrounda and Many business people in "gate", from the majeStic canyon ilt the 

endtng with & total of 500 sites, 25 war:' col!ununHies around Yo- hean of the park, be said. 

l!:1ore than present but short of the ~mtte srud they fear that reduc- Mostvisitoni rode buses In from 

84'9 befort~ the flood: eiiminati"'" mg overnight accommodations in the' gateway ,'C9mmunlty· of 

Cascades Dam to restore the nat;; the, park and encouraging people, Springdale -'. '. , ' .' 

ral flov.· 01 the Merced River; ree· to ride the b~ will, eliminate "The wildlife and the natUre is 

reating Il'.cadows and fON1$t where many of the ~i1y ,campers who returning there to the park. And 

Upper and Lower-River camp-- havebeenthelrllvehhood. it's quiet and peopie arelcving it." 

grounds were washed away; mQl}- "We are ~1~ fighting it here," Babbitt declared. "And people 

erniz.ing shuttle buses and mainte" sald Joyce Klmg. a cook at the whQ live,in Springdale say they 

nance fadUtie$; and replacing Griuly Beat restaurant in the love it too because those people 

more than loo motel units at yO'" lown of Coarsegold. outside ·the are stopping there nriw and buY'" 

semite Lodge with rustic cahiru, parlt "TIre only ~le who It inga S<luvenlr," 

mo~ in keeping ~ith the site's WQuJd help are :the big hotels. But He pledged that Yosenilie Val~ 

history. tms tewn and all the other Uttle ley will remain aeCe$fIible, but 


tn 'Iddition. the private. notr towns won't get anything," "' with more consi.d«atlon to the 

PlOfit Yo.'lffinlte Fund has commit. R,ep. George Rad.anov)ch -(R- aestheti!::s, that brought people 

ted to raise $12.5 million to demcl' Manposaj. w":o represents the here in the ftrSt place. ' 

ish an fUphalt parking lot at the:' I 


base of Yosemite F'aUs. The 0r


ganiZation has also pledged to' Ut
stall wt;eelcnair ramps and I.ll'eCt 

interpretive display!t 


Sut the costs will be engoing, 

The eJqllUl5ion' of bus and shuttle 

sernce alone will hiIre the park's 

operating budget by at least $7 

million a 'feM, 




Less Parking in the Valley 
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt on Tue5day released a plan for 
i'osemrte NatiooaJ Park that would Include lmitlng parking in YoSemite 
vauey and encooraglng {jay viSItors to take buses frtIm designated 
locatiqns QUtskte the valiey. 

The plan would: e Refl'l(Ml concrete and wood Cascadllli Dam w,alto. 'mare nal.l.llal ~ of 

Merooo RlYel. 

G Coove:rt I 32·mllll section Q! Northside Orive from a!1ttlm®!le tnlffk: to 1.1 

pedestrialll!lnd bicyde path,e Remoo;e ITlOft! 'than 1,000 ~ng spaces 110m Yosemite V<1Uey 

(i) EstBbItstI stumlebus service from 310 perldnl; ~ at El!'Ma1 

G f'.stdsb slluWebU$ service !rom 400 parkln& spaces lit ~ Pass

II 4) Erublish ~~ from 720 Paoo-Il( $pl.lte:S ne~f Cmne Rat 



T'1rk Service anticipates $441 million cost 

By Eric Bra;dl . 
$AX>RAKC"..§CO ~X":"!}.£.it 

YQ$E!vUTE NAnON· 
."-L P.\R.K - The ~acional 
P,;:k xrv:ce's fir\.l! plan fOf" 
Ycst:ml,e VaHey b kind<'!'ttQ 
:,:,<!' ,:c:n:noo m.!!'I. and na
rore ::";\n irs p!>!dtces.sots. 
but it will ro~t a "1'('\\, deal 
mort to il'l1p1ement, 

U.S Secretary of the Inte
rior Bruee Babbitt "trived 
in the >'3Uey Tue.stUymorn~ 
;ngtora.kc the wnpsorithc 
plan, whkh hJ.s been Ol 
work in progreu for twO 
c,e:;adl:,. 

The Park SeM!:::e .:aku
lares r!'lat the pI:tn will rc~ 
qUIfe S441.7 million in fed
:r::11 funding, dl..cOSt $100 
million mote chan i: etti· 
culteci ill ~lan:h wMn it 
pubEsh.:d a drait pllm. 

"'W<!'''I: been workiag on 
this iO( 30 Ye'u.,." !.;tbbia 
$":. "People wno know 

'Ie Yosemite don't 
, 	 ,compromise. .. 

,.,;:; proposal m.lnly 
provid\!s II t'Ull1<work for 
rescorir.; d.egraded area' 
withal rhe Mer.:ed Rivt"t 
t;orrid.or, b ~lso :lim., to re. 
duct" $u.:nmc~ &ridlCKk and 
;Jute .:ongesrion.. 

\Vhjl~ dll: draft ptUl,l; wu 
severely cdtkized byenvi,. 
wnment31 grouP', the B.n.u 
version hl1! iLirudy won 
$UDport from several 
gtOUP! thar have been giv
en an advance pak at it. 

.. At lon8 last, the Park 
SO:fVlce J.p~"'U poi.od to 
titOtect YOiemice V:lUty" 
mcomp:uable fe$Our«:s by 
reduclI'!g acc(U to priv:ue 
cJ,rs, c:oviding dean· fuel 
shl1ttic5 Jnd bu.u. elimi~ 
!lating UIl."J.ece:ssary aevel
opml!rlt M1.Q ,enoMg the 
:vier.:.:!:'!: River., ~ uid Joh.:::I~ 
i'U WIld.. i;l.r.d program oi
recto{ of d:te ;.!",tur;;t! Re
,oucces IXkrute Councit 

Cot';u z.eroed in on the 
d.r:ott PW! ror irs appMl:'Ilt. 
preference for- upper-end 
• 	 ' 'tn. ;U\d the ;;t'Ucn:Orl of 

~ f'1.m c1euly lX)ok 
jrie.mi to heart. 

'J/~en:l.$ the draft alled 
fot rui4cing the nu.mbet of 
;nexperu;iV\'! [!!nt wd:louse

]I 'People who 
know and love Change ahead 
Yosemite don't/ike for Yosemitethe compromise. t 

Under a $441 mOnon plan that's 
8ruetr hlatlitt been argued Q~r lor d.ecades, theSeu«i»ty at tnt Intenllf. 	 National Park Service will OIIQrtmUl-' 	YoSEmite NatiOn41 Park to help 


reduce the impact 0' QllMous 

develoomeot and the nearly 4 

mitUoo visitors the park reeetVe3 

each year. The QIan will be 

completed eNer two decades, wMl 

moot CIWIg.. h""penlng wltnJn 

YosemlUl Valley. Here art-llome 

highlights. 


Yosemite 
Valt.y 
~:;, ," 'TfllI!$ 

.:~7'Flood, ! 
~'.,,.s,,. ',a:'Ca'rr,egrcU.1Il : 

", ,', , " ',' 
iO'~___' ":",, ,ea2.mUQ nctfMot'· "f ~117G acres., itleludirg 

.......... '1;f ," "N<a1tISlda 0fMt ' MwerfIINI mMdOw, r~cre:d 
~~~~,;": r: nit;:tlaood with.p&YOd' i :to. rultul'lll state '!l)' rulnOVirQ 
~~.lnth&v.H~' i.':,~"~~,:: '! 'rPad$:andSOfnebul!dngi, 
lodging '~ fmm . , . '~ ',~ 15O-1ol:1« ...ii~ CaTnpl,lrtes ncrused !rom 
1,260 roan. to. 981. and i, ,"'''' ~nmn. 475 !oSOOand redesignQO 
~hQ~;: ,"": i lmPoeed alL'I09 mom of to enharn:. na:utalleature5. 
~ by 55+to na. !' M41l'CIad RIvet, 

St.X/I!:Jt: 'rbUma f<UiJatfffI Patt 

zetts' <Avironmental Ot:;~· 
ruzarior. founded byrne !ate 
~Or.scrv;u:iQn :e.l,dl::t David 
Btower, co;u::mli rr..u the 
pl;m's true aim is develop. 
ment and the ::nriciuT.cD( Qi 
puk ;;:oncess\on:Utc 

Yosemite P:l.rk CPtce$~ 
!lion$, noting :liar JUSt J. 

sJn;l1l -unount of ,he fund. 
illS 50uihf ;s fot [.1mi 
resto,arioe, Under.he P ...rk 
$.:r'ljce', final pl.r., 1 i6 
acres ':hat nave been de'IJ::l· 
oped will be restored ~o 
their nan-rll: condition. 
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interior Secretary Bruce 6abbitt pauses on Iha trail to. LO\ver Yosemite 
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S441M set to cut Yosemite congestion 




Grand Canyon Dedicates Rail Center 
BY JOlt. !SKOVITZ 
THe ASSOCIATED 
PRISS 

GRAND CANYON 

NATlONALPARK. 

Ariz. ..... It's difficult to 

associate the vast and 

peaceful expanses of 

the Grand Canyon 

with traffic 

congestion and 

frustration. 


But with an 
average of 4.200 Visitors line the edges of Math$' Point at the 
visitors an hour Grand canyon NatiOnal Park in Amona. on 
during peak seasons Thursday. (Matt Yorl<lThe _ted Pr...) 
and only about 2.000 . 
parldng spaces inside the park. the roads themselves have become 
parking lots. 

On Thursday. the park toOk its fitst step toward reducing the 
problem with the dedication of the Canyon View Informllt;on Plaza, 
which will become a hub for a planned light rail system to carry 
visitors inside the park. It will be the first public transportation 
system ever created in a national park and will one day virtually 
eliminate the need for cars here. . 

"It represents·, .. a vision which says we are going to restore the 
encounter with God's creatiOn,'1 Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt said 
at the dedication ceremony. 

The plaza is the cometstone of the park's 1995 General 
Management Plan. wblch has been heralded as an innovative way to 
deal with problems such as oven;rowding and environmental 
damage.

The light rail system i. expected to debut in early 2004. taking 
visito.. into the park from the nearby town ofTusayan. where there 
will be • 3.S00-sp""e parking lot . 
. Passengers will take an 8 II2·minute ride to the visitor's center at 

• rate of4,200 people per hour. There will be another station within 
Grand Canyon ViIl.ge. 

Th. National Park Service will award a contract next spring to 
design, build. operate and maintain the light rail system, 

The plaza provides the first unobstrUCted view of the Canyon 
from the South Rim. which i. only 1.000 feet away. 

It also serves as an orientation center and a staging area for hiking 
the Greenway trail. bicycling in the park and is a stop for a park 
shuttle that began run.ning Thursday. 

Frldll". Oi.:teber 17, 
2000 
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About 5 miHion people enter the park each year, creating heavy 
congestion 0.0 roads, especially during the swnmer, On a typical 
summer day. there are roughly three cars for every (loe parking 
spa<:e available within the park. leading to basstes and headaches for 
tourists; in 1996. there was a knife tight over a parking spot, 

The $26 million,Canyon View Infonnation Plaza replaces a 
4J ..year~old visitor center that dosed Thursday. It was largely paid 
for with money generated by recreation fees. 

Carl Bowman, who has been the park's atr quality specialist for 
the past nine years, said that while there is no quantitative data. the 
shift to a transit system win definitely reduce potlution in the park 
because there will be fewer cars. ' 

Still unknown, he said. are the impacts light rail wtll have on 
traffic patterns and road dust. No one has detetmined if dust from 
trains will be higher than that generated by Cal'S. 

"h's a really major first step in terms of getting from the system 
we had in the 20th Cenrury where people and their cars were 
accommodated in the park to move beyond thai to accommodate " 
more people," he said. "So often we hear different group. talking 
about how there's just not enough room. What it is is there is not 
enough room for the cars." . 

> 
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Making a quieter Canyon 
New buildings set back from rim 

By Mark Shall'er 
The AriZona RepubJic
OeL 26, 2000 

GRA.'1D CANYON - A moment of,ilenee would be fitting today when 
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt cuts a ribbon to open Grand Canyon 
National Parle's new visitors center and transportation hub near Mather 
Point. 

That's because this is the beginning of the National Park Service's most 
elaborate effort to hring t:\\~k l1atumi !..Iui"::l to its crown~jewel park through a 
three-pronged approach of light-rail trains. alternative-fuel shuttle buses and 
rim trails for hiking and biking. 

If everything goes as ",beduled, almost .U of the nearly 1.5 million cars 
that annually clog park roads and parking lots will be removed by 2004. 
The Immediate goal is to start dispersing the crowds and traffic that flock 
into Grand Canyon Village., 

Nearly 40 mile. ofpublic transportation will stretch across the South Rim: 
from Desert View in the east to Hermits Rest in the west. to the community' 
ofTusayan south of the park. Some shunle buses have run limited routes 
along the South Rim since 1974. A larger shuttle system and the light-rail 
train are set to be in place within four y...... . 

..-.1 "This i. aU about respect for one of the Earth's most amazing libraries," ,aid 
Dave Simon, Southwest regional director of the National Parks and 
.Conservation Asso<iation. "They've finally made deoisions about limits and 
the quality of the visitor ""perionce. W. will finally get to see what a 
SpecIal pi..., this is." . . 

For now. park visitors won't 50. any drastic changes. They will still pay .. 
S20-per-car entrance ree and are free.to park at other overlooks, except for 
Mather Point, the first view of the Canyon for motorists arriving from tbe 
south. That area, which once had 150 pW:ing spaces. will be used rortbe 
visitors center and public transportation. . 

Visitors to the Gntnd Canyon will be directed to park near the neW Canyon 
View lnfonnation Plaza near Math.r Point. about 1112 mil.. east of the old 
visitors center. From the plaza. they can connect to shuttle buses to Sirand 
Canyon Village and West Rim stops. the beginning of the South Kaibab 
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TraIl and to Yaqui Point. 

That's only th~ beginning, said Brad Traver. il park planner. 

The Park Service is expected to receive a pennit from the U.S. Forest 
Serv.ice within a week to build. a 2.800~vehide patking lot on 105 acres just 
outslde the parK on the north sIde of Tusayan, That wiU be the starting point 
for a more than S100 million light-rail system. which will transport as many 
as 4,200 people an hour into the park.' 

Access to the light.rail system has been one of the central issues 
sUITOWlding Canyon Forest Village, a proposed development near the 
light«rail tenninal outside the park. Proposition 400. which will be 
considered by Coconino County voters Nov. 7. is a referendum of the 
zoning for Canyon Forest Village, approved earlier this year by the 
Coconino County Board of Supervisors, 

However, Traver said regardless of which way the vote goes on Canyon 
Fore.t Village, the light-rail project will proceed. 

In addition, more than 3S mile. of trails for lUkers, bikers and. in some 
areas, horseback riders. will be built during the next decade. Currently, the 
South Rim has a 4.mile trail in the Grand Canyon Village area. and two 
more miles will be constructed soon between Yavapai and Mather points. 

"Our main point here is to reduce the drone- ofvehicles.,.. Traver said. 

"When you stand on the Canyon rim. you should be able to dearly hear the 

caw of ravens. That hasn't been the case in many places." . 


, The new transportation plans at the Grand Canyon could become a model 
for large-scale, integrated public transportation systems at other fadeial 
parks. 

Results have been encouraging for smaller mass-transit systems elsewhere, 

They've been SO successful in cutting noise at Zion National Park in Utah 

that mountain lions have reromed to the main valley, Whales appear to be 

coming closet to shore at Acadia National Park in Maine, and.woives and 

caribou line the roadway in Denali N .tional Park in Alaska. , 


"Out shuttle bus system has even changed the behavior oflOurists ""ming 

10 Zion," said Tom Haraden, acting chier naturalist. "They get offat one 

SlOp, go hiking, come back and go hiking at another stop. and make a day of 

it. The IOwn just outside the park boundary, Springdale. has a lot more 

business at night now because the tourists are getting back so !ale." 


Despite predictions that Zion's visitation would drop because of the now 
shuttle system. operated in the park's main valley during the summer, 
Haraden said visitation is up nearly 100.000 this year, 10 more than 2 
milHon. 

At Acadia, on the Atlantic coast in 'Maine, the use of propane shuttle buses 
has dramatically cut the number of vehicles within the park and been highly 
praised by kayalcen and whale, watchers, said [.en Bobincha.:k, assistant 
superintendent 0-1: 
"We'v~ also seen a distinct ltend of people not even driving up here any 
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more," 8obinchock said. "About 25 percent of our visitors n.ow are coming 
here by some way other than car, and t~at was only 2 percent a few years 
back." 

Along the Alaskan Highway, wildlife is seldom seen by touriSts. said Elaine 
Sevy, a spokeswoman for the Park Service. But within Denali. where the 
Park Service converted oid school buses into a transit system, drivers have 
to watch closely because so many species gather near the roadways becaUse 
of the lack of traffic. . 

No one ~:<pects much of any effect on wildlife in the Grand ~anyon area 
because of the changes. 

"But the tension will decrease for them just like it will for humans:' Sevy 
said. "and the transit system at the Grand Canyon is goln·s to set the stage 
for what wHJ foHow i~ many more parks." 

Rescb the reporter at mark.~h"ffer'i:i J,rilonar~",Jblic,com or (602) 
444·8057, 
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America's next generation of national parks 

New proposals re{leet a desIre to commemorate less-pristine landscape 


as well as recognize overlooked and ignoble moments ofhisto"" s,If, fodd WUllIttSOll "- ' J-

s_mrr..CI'"""MI~_Mm~ One vtf!W. which hol<u ........... ,- the Re- k-"
;. b _•. _, u, .u <:\,< that the geologtcal1y 
UlLOWSTOll1 !U.nolrt..1. ,,,,,..., W'Yo. ~ th<Y<are pu I.1can Congress, l't that the park sY5tem $~tacular Loess H.ill.s ~ 
the mod~ offspnng of an American Idea hall become unWIeldy: too ~~ to added to the park sY'tem. 
born In the nuddle of the 19th century. maintatn, and lUUlec~ expands red· That tagernCM IS important. 

They include a 200.m11e s.tnp of Iowa tall. era! prepttl}' hol~, "There j~ it very strong 
grU'l praJl1e fronting tile M.I.$$oUrl ~r, The counttrva1l1ng argument waa u~ land ethtc In the heardand 
and the boyhood ~ome: of an Afr1can.Amer~ ,pressed by the late Pulluer Pr1z4:.wtnrung htcause people realize how 
lean .scholar who (ought (ot author. WalIact Strgner. who wrOte: that an important good slewardshlp 
ctvtl rtghts but !led the CQun. expanding park !fY5lem .,.,"" the btst 4:dea Is." says ?any Beneke, a na
try In self.lmposed e.x1le. ArnWca ever had. ~. (lYe Iowan and former asS1,. 

Some are Sltes of cultural . For supporters of th1.<$ Vltwpotn{,'now ts tam sa=retary of the Imertor. 
shaml:. Mlch WI World 'War a the time to act '"We a" a country haw the "Loess HUll! will be a focal 
internment camps (or b~t opportunity to expand the park system pOUlt not orJy for people ttl 
Japaneae Amer1Can8. Qth. SI11Ce the late 197Qa,· ~ Ron Ttpton, a. the M.k!wel!t but acr~ :he 
er5 are places of natural ruor V1ct prestdent of the Nauonai Parks country: she adds. "m a 
wonder, ti.ke the ocean bay Coruservauon AssodaUon, ., state Illte this. where mest of 
l'lur Ptlerto RIco that lJtCf' He nato that Congtess haa pJehty ot the land I.!S prtvatcly owned. 
ally sparkle$: at mgbt wtth money. The Land and Water Consuvauon we Intend [0 show how a new 
Tlll1.l.!ons of glO'W.tn.thNlatk FUnd ge.nmt"WJ. bundredll of ttUllioM of doJ.. u.nJ.t of the park system will 
sea cr(':atur~, lars annually through royaltteJ eoUt'Cttd on bendit eYtryOne.~ 

They are the candidates off·shore oil drt1ling, M~. budget f(ft. The ne"llf park cand1datt:$ 
(or the ntxt generation of na- cuts ~ 1X'I'1UYt:.· abo represent a dtpattUre 
tiOna! parlu. pre!C~. and Sue l&'It week, the movtment for new from the old dem'e to safe. 
battlefield:! _ suggt5tlons parkb suff~ a Setback when the US SeQ. gu.ar<S only relat:t'Wly Wl+ 

. that not tong ago m.igl1t ha\'e ate voted to scale back a proposed lS-year, touclltd lands to the modern 
-emed unlikely, S45 b1l11cn fund.!n& package that 1I'lduil«I pWlh to pro(t'(t the best of 

From 'teIlOW5tOnt to Ott- money for parlt$. The plan was defeated pM. wha(s (eft: 

'Jsburg. most of Amenea',. rnart1y by Stna(Orii from the West. who Tha(s true In the Sono
slgnaturt landscapes and claimed tM amount of' fedtrai laad 0\l'Mr. ran DelM!rt. and It ll1I!.1Ul.! 

h.i5tortc sttes have hem pro- $iup 1$ too farge. fesctUng tandscape$ chat 
tteted. Now. atttnUon I.s Says \\'U.! Hart. spokesman (or Sen..1.any may tlCit be pmt1nt, but In 
tu.rrung to sites of more-sub- CrlUg !Rl Qf Idaho: 'In a stale Uke Idaho. the future Will be \'3,Iuiible to 
tie beauty, overlooked In\- where' 63 percent of the Jand b federally an urban natkln in nctd of 
p<lrtance, and even dubtou! owned, {the seruunrl tIM concern over any quiet reflecliOtl. 
distinCtion. AJ; America prtvate land gotng into ((!(feral. ownenhtp. "When Shenandoah lin> 
grows and beeQmes; more In respome to such CI1t1C1tmJ. many of Vlrgtn1a) and Redwnod ;tn' 
diverS(, the candki:ate:!ll are, the new parks being propo.Md Involve 1nnQo. Californtal naUanai park.$ 
In many ways. a reilett10n of var:lYe attempts !o nUX gcwern.ment and prt- were added to the sy!tem. 
the nauan'!! (~sense vate~ent Aodno bettuaampJe ex- one could argue that port1im5 were ~ 
of Itself. bt3. perhaps, than in Ion. ' tated resour«s." Mr. Jarvt:t :says. refoerrin.g' 

lhe Ida Q( what a 0<' As early a" the !93Qs... the Park Servtce to decades Qf ~ and agrtcu1turai trag. 
.!lonai park Ls continues to tdent1tled the once,ublqUitous taJ1.grMa mentaUoo. But today. the bmedtl of at#e& 
¢YOM and gow jUlt as th£I p~ as a landscape: worth procectlng. .'fiVe restoratiOll are obvtom. be adds, 
country continues to evolw UrUortunately. It took us 60 years to get Slnlllarly. tuswrteai $lteI - from -RaMI!' 
and grow.'" ~ 0t:sir7 arotWdtoprotecttnganyoftt."say:sMr.'ftpo the ~ WQrld war rI faetoJ1e.t to the 
Jarvi!, a senior polley aa.; ton. While hoe lament3 the delay. npwn says Ene Canal - are bdng threatened by COil· 

"'set at the Ooepartn'Wlt of It has forced 50dety to be -struct!on. sprawt. and hasa<: ~ and teat. 
the tntmor, ~Eat':h. gtner. more creatiVe til dnd1ng "We're, always rnaktng bl.story.~ Jarvts 
tlon tuq It.! own value! and waY' to ~l up parks. ,.;ys, ·But wttb each -Step forward ~ take. 
tt.$ own !Jen.se of what tt teo Rather than havtng th~ ~ la the conl1Dlll')U$ need to remember 
ganis all imporowt~" federal ~t simply out.past and to ~ from It NaUOnal park! 

The federal park 5)l5WD' acqUlte a large piece of !and. are a way to call ~uon lO oW' unique, yet 

cW'tl!l\tly em::ompa.ues 319 a new Iowa pre:JerYe would conunon her1tagoe, 
nat\lNl presetvts, battle. marry the management ex· 
',:lds. urban parka. and pcrtl$e of the park Ml\1t'e 
J1ld1ng.'t, How It evoIvt!$ In wtth prtvatC' rural !andown

ilie: futur~ is OtuJJ.ned by rwo er,. In fact, ClUzef1S, farm
compettng perspeeUYet, en. and memW3 o( the QS 


busl.fIl!'M conunWlity have 

http:propo.Md


"In my judgment,the problem isn', too many people visiting Yosemite. The problem is '~~~ 
""'.,~~Il1~~~rs:~e need to invite visitorsaway from their automobiles." " ',' 

• • ,.", ", •••"' '''''''.,. nU"' .......... , •••••• ,,. .... ,. ..... ,"" ••• "" ••••••• , ..... , ...... , •• ""..."".. "." '" •• ".,. •••• "" " •• '" 


- Bruce Babbitt, interiOr secretary.. = 

ltenor.Secretary Bruce B:abb~• .,.. ~ -. ~--,-""'" ..•. 

Unpaving p~radise cars, to'%~::~itors 
. . . - away from their automobiles-," 

4-0 'rebuil'f~I'"UO"s:"enn'·te ,.:: l~lp:J;,og~~~h!O~dI} U It disappear, replaced by II 55Q..car 
· " " . parlring area.in the valley and . .' ~ , ' .. '~:' ..'-:--Inttie ~-the'rede':;igov4 ,: tbiee iW"JUilii sitis outiidc":the"
Many parking lotswill emment will build 00... "",tic ,: valley with space. ,ddIDg up to , 

. d ' 'd cabins. ""tor<! 176 ac"," and 2.040. Park offiCials hope to be",,,


bemove to outsl e , 'mo".'554 employ ... out of the !aomeout ... r,vo!ley parklng""""; 

· th all" '1' vall"l' in a balancing aet to ac- :·edin2002. . " ,,;. 


e v ey mnew pan. 'cOmmodate "atur<! ani3.i'mu. ,L Babbitt !Uld_.othe"'_:':!~'" .co."": 
, , . , ~ lion annual visitors. .' ! brating.~ oom'Ple~lQn of the 


·'-'B'-y!-M":A":."::K~G~.~O"'.,~1 , \ One ,more thing: Tbis 1\ $441..mll~lQn plan on front .of; 

· 'HE FRESNO BEE Yosemite Valley Plan will cost about~peoplen~Y(lSeo.ute, 


.. .JSEMITE:.....InteriorSeCl'& ,$441 million} not $343 milliOn.' LodgeW1thH~DomeaBaback

tary Bruce Babbitt annoWlood a 'a& officials first thought.. drop, dusted WIth snow an~ eI')'fi'

plan Tuesday to unpnve pn.rtl. of,' "In my judgment, the problem i Piease see YOSEMITE, Page AIS 

paradise and put up parking ,jots , isn't too thany people visiting 
 The Fresno Bee 
oUblide Yosemite·1(aUey:... .,:: Yosemite.":Said' Babbitt in an- Date: 1i'1'5'00 
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Yosemite: Parking, rooms to be reduced 

Continued from Page Al 

tal clear on e. crisp autumn morn Change ahead for Yosemite 

ing. 

Under a $441 million plan that hasOfficials also were unveiling 
been debated for decades, the changes in the plan after hearing 
National p~ Service will overhaul10,200 comments this yenr on the Yosemite Nationa.l p~ to helppreliminary proposal. The bigM rooVCt3- the impact 01 previOusgest change wru; the tnc.rease in dew,olapment and the- 3.7 million 

eost.. visitors to he park each year, The
National Park Serviee officialB plan wiU be completed over 10 to . 

e,:plnlned that not all the prQjects 15 years, With most changes

in the 10- to 15~ye8r plan were tn heppening within Yosemite Valley.

eluded in the first proposaL 'They Here are some highhghts.

'added that they underestimated 

the actual coat of the projects be

cause Yosemite ia far from major' 

cities, making it an eltpenaive 

place for contractors. ' 


Yosemite Superintendent 

David Mihalic defended the coot, 

saying a large chunk of the 


, money will go tor moving employ
. aes out of the vnllt;y, 

"More than $180 million is for 

housing Quteidl! the vaUey," Mi

halic said. "It's a dlfficwt pill for 

employees to swallow, but it has' 

to be done." 


Environmental opponents, who 

stood, Quietly holding lrigns 8ay~ O Parking spaces A 3,2-mUe see'l101'l O 176 acres, including 

,ing "Stop the greed" and "John reduced from . W otNorthside 0rW ·Ahwahnee meadow, 

Muir would be crying, ~ said they , ,662 to 560. Shuttle ~ with pavoo 
 . restored to natural state by 
saw virtually no change between nMea expanded, In foot 30M bike trall. remOVing rOads and some 

the final plan and the earlier one the "'aUey, lodging bUildings, 

- except for the escalating cost, reduced from 1,260 .A 15(}foot wrde~ 


"They've really added construe- . rooms to 961 , and V protection :rona A CampsltQs increased 
employee housing , imposed along mosttion," said Greg Adair, represent. ' V from 475 to 500 and 

, ingofFrieods ofYosemite Valley. <eduood by 554 '"723, of Merced RIver, redesigned to enhance 
"We can see this pIon inflating aI~ . natural fea~. 
ready." ASSOClATEt> P,RESS 

, They circulated a state~nt 
from environmental icon David 	 8gree with Radanovich or the en reflecting an outdoor setting than 

vironmental opponents. The Wil mowtrootns. .Brower, who died this montb at 
derness Society and the Ameri . 
can Alpine Club stepped up Toe& Society applauded the park ser~ 

8S .. Brower bad opposed the park 	 Jay Wataon of the Wilderness 
service's plan. 

~l don't see much restoration in day and sUPPQrted federal om.~ vice's effort: "'Waa the park Mr- ' 
dais,the plan that isn't undone by de vice up to this task? That ques

struction elsewhere," he wrote in : "We stand squarely in your cor~ tion has been answered with a re
July, 	 ner,"· said Linda McMillan, vice sounding 'yes!" 

Rep. 'Ge(trge, Rndanovieb, president of the Alpine Club. But Babbitt acknowledged the 
R~Maripo!a, wh!)se district in~ whicb three years ago sued the real work has not begun. He said 
eludes Yosemite ValJey, critkized park over plans to rebuild Y08emittl's "cantankerous., in"atio. 
the plan Tuesday, promising to .. Yose~te Lodge. "We h&ve come nal. qua.rreloome'" devotees have 
conduct hearings at National a very long way in a relatively helped in shaping the plan. and. 
Parks and Public Landa Subcom short time in our rehit.iooship he does not, expect them to go 
mittee in Congress. with t.he National Park Service ... · away, 

"This plan will result in unfair, The Alpine Club; for instance, "We have a long way to go," he 
limited public access to the park agrees with the park service's said. "I know we can count on 
by the poople who pay for its up push for more rustic accommoda your fierce, uncompromising ef
,~p: the American taxpayer," he 	 tions in the park. No new motel forts in oVen!ight ofthis plan as it
said 	 . units will be built, officials said. .is implemented,"

B~t.' many other environmental lnstea,d. five cottages and 11 cab- .,: 'The report&f can be reached atand conservao<Jn groups did not ina will be built,. more accuiately mgr~bH.comQr441-6316.· 
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Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt pauses on'the trail to. ., 

, ,( . 

. Holding's sign in protest; Greg Adair, center, of Friends of Yosemite 
,Valley says the federal plan announced Tuesday adds construction, 
.' ,'
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·Turning Bock 

The Clock in 

.Yosemite 

Babbitt det~iIs final plan 
. to mitigatedevelopment 

ByGleh,Mamn' 
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YOSEMIT! VALLEY - Surround
ed"bY Sierra peaks mantled by a 
fresh snowfall, U.S. secretary oj the 
Interior Bruce Babbitt yesterday an
nounced the final management

, plan for Yosemit~. National Park, 
capping an often acrimonious de~ 
bate !hat,ha.$ lasted 30 yean. ' 
, The'plan Babbitt unveiled prom
ises to reshape Yosemite Valley dnt
matically in the coming years, great
1y reducing the development' 
"footprint" in the stunning Siena' 
. Shangri.la. . 

Some of the 'most profound 
changes in the park 'will be,felt by 
visitors used to driving in for a quick 
look at sOme Qf the world's most 
spectacular. mountain scenery. In 
the new scheme, tourists will no 
longer be able to park at the base of 
Yooemite Falls,. and many people 
will he obligated to take shuttle bus. 
es for .a close look at HaH Dome or 
El Capitan, 

. The final version of the plan COfl... 

tained few $U.1pl'iscs, and most of the 
'details were the same as in a previ.
ous draft reJeased earlier this year, 
But' it' did include .some 'minor 
changes made to' address obiections 

, from environmental groups. 
, For exampJe, the new version 
calk for reducing the number of' 
oveniigbt guest rooms lri the valley" 

-. from the current 1,260 to96t In the. 
\lealty draft. the ~ was to reduce 
, 
•• eNVlRONMENT,P"ll"A6Cot 1 . . .'--------, ' 
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Pact Ends 30 Years of Debate 

()ver Mon(lg~rnentof Yosemite Park 

.. ENVIRONMENT ; 
From Page 1 

lodging to 9!n rooms: , 
'Yesterday's IltmOmlcement fol

lowed scores of public meetings; 
tens of toousands of formal com
ments from interested parties and 
splenetic bickering between oppos. 
ing I>ides. , ' . ' 

Babbitt acknowledgl~d as much' 
in his comments, noting Ihat efforts 
to develop II plan for ttll~ park began 
in the early 1970$, 

"Yoo ate C<lntankerow, irasCible. 
'. quarrelSome and passionate peo

ple/-ne said. "and that's be<:ause of 
your attraction to this place. I can't 
escape lohn Muir when I'm up heTe. 

" Everyone is: quoting him like he has 
~ just s.one out Cot a ~ulnd will be 
, right back." , 
~ The plan win move most parking 
! outside the valley, increase public .,'. ,.:.--~~ ---- " --y-"~ 

transportatIOn, retiuce employee, 
housing ilnd lodging and emp~ 

, preservation of tl}e Merced River 
corridor. 

It will take 10 to 15 years for all 
the changes to be made. 

Severa) conseMtiQn groups cn-, 
thwtasticaily endorsed the plari. but 
lJorne environmenlalists con· 
dcmned it, claiming h favored the' 
development oC expensive hotel 
rooms over campsites and didn't go 
far enough in ~dudjng cars from 
the valley, 

About 30 protwers wt!te on harn!" 
foi Babbitt's announcement" al
though they were co:«Joned olffr~: 
the event by National Park $eMce 
rangers. " 

Babbitt said he.w.ti sometimes 
frustrated by the momen!ous task of 
trying lo'achieve a -consensus about 
Yosemite's future.' 

'!her'e have been times in this, 

, pmcess when I have not had warm 
feelings for some of the environ
mental organizatiom," Babbilt said. ' 
1mt they have had important thing& 
to ~Y. and we have made changes in ' 
response," " 

Jay Watson, the western regional 
director fur the'Wilderness Society, 
said the 1997 flood ,that destroyed 
much of the park's infrastructure 
presented park planners with a tre
mendous opportunity" Eadier ef..' 
lutts to restore the park, includin~r 
one major plan released in 1980,
never got past the bickering stage, 

Watson said the flood helped all 
sidesfocw on the need to move past 
gridlock. _," 

"It gave us an historic oppottw:n. 
ty to transfunn intoreaiity what had ' 
long been an elwive vision for Yo
3einite," Watron said.. "and I 'asked 
at that time if the Narionai Park 
"~~~~ ~~ 10 the wl" .. _With 
: the release of this report, the ansWer 

is a resounding 'yes.' " ' 
The Sierra Club also praised the 

plan, While it does not address an of 
"the group's cancel1)$, club officials 

said'it contains significant improve
ments over a draft released last year. 

, "'The Park Semce listened to 
public outcry and responded:: said 
Carl Pope, the Sierra Club's execu
tive director, 'The new plan prQ-~" 
tects fragile areas of Yosemite, Va).:', 
ley, while, reducing unneaissarY_' 
development and traffic." , 

The final document and'its van.: 
OtiS atiPendU::es fill a medium-Sized 

, cardboard box, Major points include 
plans to:' ' , 

• Move most of the valley's 1,662 
parking spaces to outlying sitcs at' 

, Badger Pass and El Portal, with an 
additional $lte at either Hatel Green 
or foresta. A I~"c~.n~!~~~~,~~b:out 

,SO spaces would be bUilt at i ret'le

. sil1f.1cd visitor's centcr)n the valley, 


which would also serve as a hub for 

i public transportation. . 

• Reml')Vc most employee hous
ing (rom the valleY. ' ' ' 

• Reduce the \ia1!ey's avajiable 
; lodgings from 1,260 units to 961. 
: • Increase the number of shuttle 
~ buses serving the valley, ultima'tely 
, shifting from diesel buses to deaner 
, vehicles, wing prOp3.ne or electric 
: hybrid technology.' , 
, • R~ve' ,an' envirornUentaLly 
I damagmg dam on the Merced Riv
: 'cr, . 

i • Increase campsites frorn'475 to
i 500, The pre-flood figure- for camp.. . 
I sites was 800•. ' , '.' . 
1. • Restore several (o~~r, camp., 
r grounds to natural'conditioru..,'
l • Reduce the scope of Yosemite 
~ Village's conCeSSion services: ' .,-- '"--- --_._---_. 

Yosemite ,Park Superintendent 
David Milhalic. a Babbitt appointee 
widely credited with ram-rodding 
the finaJ plan through. the bottle
neck of public debate; said the dlX
ument is 'not perfect. but thai it 
could well· serve as a template for, 
managing the entirety (if the Sima 
Nevaru., 

"I just hope we don't let 'perfect' 
become the enemy of %etter; ., he 
said 'This is a different, betler plan 
than the {earlier} 'draft plan, ·We 
hope: to apply it beyond the valley to· 
aU'750,OOO acres.of the park - and 
(eventually) to the ,greater conteit:' 
of the Sierra In' 3; whole." ' 

Opponents -10 'the plan said - it 
dOesn't do enQugh to stem develop.. 
ment in the park. - " 

E:mail elen Martin'al 
gmartin@sfehronicie,com.

.". , 
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CHANGES AT YOSEMITE 
~~ 

0..,: day-use pariclng spaces from 1.662 to 550 at 
Yosem te Village, hOrN! to park headquarters, Visitors 
will take expanded shuttle selVice to the valley from 
three sate~ite Jots holding 1 ,490 v~hiCies. 

Re¢.ace 3.2·mile 
section of Northside 
Drive,'a main artery 

the valley, 
with paved foot and 
bike lrail ' 

• Restore 176 acfes to natural stale by -rerrioving roads , to 723. 
and bUildings. .,' from 414 to 

~ Increase nuf'T\I')C; 0: campsiteS tro"m 475 to 50(1, • Remove dam atJd at !east one btidge to reduCe 
erosion along Merced River. A I SO-foot wide protectiot!' . 

• Elminate commercial ~ stabie and gvided rldes: u:oe would be imposed along most 01 the ri¥ef. . , ,from valley. 

ChronicleSan FranciscO 
Date;II·J'5'OO 
Page; A \/,0.(0,' 



Editorials 


Aplan for Yosemite 

.Aworkable policy, though 
much-criticized, should move ahead. 

A
f'ter 20 years of fits and starts, the 

master plan for Yosemite Valley is 

racing to completion. Not everyone is 

happy, but that's to be expected wi.th 00 
contentious an issue as the future of one of 
the nation's principal natural resources. 

The heart Q:fthe controversy and conflict 
over Yosemite i.s an insoluble dilemma: It 
isn't posslbJe to restore Yosemite to a pris
tine natural condition - and keep it there 
while simultaneously allowing larg.H~eille 
access by people, specifieaUy including the 
American peopl-e whose park it is, 

Given that, the National Park Service has 
amved at a compromise - perhaps almost 
by default rather than by design - that is 
workable for the near future. It wiU need 
considerable attention to details, and consid
erable more scrutiny as it is: implemented. 
but the plan addresses at least some of the 
major concerns. ' 

• A crucial element of the plan is to reduce 
employee housing in the valley from 1.277 
beds to 723, That would be repl.C'ld by 
increasing housing outside the valley from 
414 to 1,361 beds. Buses wiH be purchased to 
shuttle employees back and forth from job to 
home, 

• The number' of day~use parking spaces 
- those most used by Fresno and Valley 
visitors - would be reduced from 1,662 to 
550 at Yosemite Village. Three new satellite 
!ots would accommodate 1,49(} cars and 
visitors will take an expanded shuttle serviee 
to Yosemite Valley. The three new lots would 
be at Badger Pass (for Fresno visitors). 
Crane Flat (for visitors coming by way of 
Tioga Pa.ss) and at Hazel Green, a planned 

961 rooms in Yosemite Valley by removing 
cabins at the Housekeeping Camp and Curry 
Village. Yosemite Lodge would be allowed to 
replace six units lost to a 1997 flood, hringing 
the number of rooms there to 251. 

• Campsites would increase from 475 to 
500, a Cf.lnccssion til critics of an earlier draft 
of the plan who said lower-ulcome visitors 
would h.e priced out of Yosemite. 

• The 3.2-mHe Northside Drive. which 
passes by Yosemite Falls and EI Capitan, 
would be replaced with a paved foot and bike 
trail.The Southside Drive would become a 
two-way road, 

• The commercial horseback riding stable· 
and guided rides win be eliminated. The 
tennis courts would be removed from the 
Ahwahnee HoteL 

• Some 176 acres will be restored to their 
natural state; including south Ahwahnee and 
Stoneman meado~s, by removing roads und 
some buildings, Some critics charge that.'s 
much too little; they're right, but it's a useful 
start. 

The plan is costly, at nearly a half-billion 
dollars. Critics in the neighboring 
communities are upset that their inter

ests haven't been sufficiently considered. 
Tbey're right, too; the Park Service some
times runs roughshod over the little guys. 
But local eeon()mlc concerns aren't - and 
shouldn't be '- the driving force behind a 
park policy that is national in scope. " 
Yosemite isn't the private preserve of the 
day-uOOt from Fresno, or the mom~~md'pop 
store in Fish Camp. It belongs to the entire 
American people, and in some sense, because 
ants surpassing majesty,jt belongs to the 
people of the world, 

This plan seeks a compromise between 
fundamentaHy'contradictory purposes. For 
that reason alone it is necessarily imperfect. 
But it represents progress - so long as it is 

resort complex just outside the park's bound* implemented with good sense and a dose 

aries (for visitors from Merced). attention to the myriad concerns that Sut

" 


• Lodging would be reduced from 1,260 to round Yosemite and its grandeur. 

The'Presno Bee 
Date, II, 1'5'00 
Page, 150, 



NEWS SUMMARY 

u.s. Department 01 the Interior Otllce 01 Communications 

PICK·UP IN ROOM 106J 
.tQGETTYSBVRG MONDAY, JULY3. 2000 
" ~TIl\IES """~.'.'-t-'" ("..,.... ,., I' 

. Babbit: Tower destruction is act of 
creation 
Oy ROBERT HOLT ~ rimes StajfWrite1' 

----

11MBE-Rnt , .• - Canno~ fin will btrald the dealh or the National rower 
on Monday. 
P/Jow by Dttnyf W1t1!e/~,.. Gntysb"" Thtns 

Toppling the National Gettysburg Battlefield Tower Wlth explosive 
charges will be more an act of creation than destruction, [merior 
Secretary Bruce Babbitt said Friday. 

·'The demolition of the Gettysburg tower is more an act ofcreation 
and restoration than destruction," Babbitt said in a statement lssued 
to reporters. 

Babbitt. who vowed in April 1999 to have the tower feUed, will 
preside 'over a ceremonial countdown at 5 p.m. Monday near the 



Meade equestrian statue. 

As pan of official activities ;;llong Hancock A venue. Babbitt will 
gi ....e the command for men cL:td in l:nion and Coniederate unitorms 
to fire a round of blank charges from two C:lnnons. Controlled 
Demolition President ;"iark loizeaux. who is doing the $100.000 
project for only salvage and national media rights. will then 
detonate e~plosi\'es to bring the 307~foo{ structure down like a tree. 

While it is nO[ listed in 3 banlefield management plan approved by 
the National Park Service last November. destroying the tower is 
part of efforts to recreate an 1863 appearance of the landscape. 

Many area residents and tourists who visit the battlefield oppose 
demolition of the tower. which the Park Service seized from 
Overview Limited Partnership by eminent domain condemnation. 
Along with the manner in which federal officials forced the tov.'er 
out of business. there is also controversy about the loss of local taX 
revenues in excess of SI 00.000. 

But Babbitt said the tower demolition will allow the Park Service to 
"create a better future" for [he national park where Union and 
Confederate troops c\ashe~ in July 1863. 

"Gettysburg should be protected as a sacred place in our nation·s 
history. not treated as a tourist trap. There is no better symbol of the 
campaign to preserve the battlefield than the removal Qfthe tower:' 
he said. 

Accompanying Babbitt for the spectacle are Park Service Director 
Robert Stanton and National Trust for Historic Preservation 
President Richard Moe. 

While President Clinton was invited to the event. it is not confirmed 
that he will attend, "We haven't heard that he is coming. It's just a 
rumor;' park spokeswoman Katie Lawhon said, 

Vlhite House aides said the tower demolition is not on Clinton's 
holiday ~hedule. but they are considering the invitation. 

I !II 
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U,S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BABBITT INVOKES LINCOLN'S CHALLENGE, UNION STRUGGLE 
"'Iorking Geaysburg Address, Inferior Secretary calls jor park reSlOration and open dialogue on ract' 

Office of the Secretary Contact: John Wright , 
For release: November 19, 1997 (202) 208-6416 

Text: 
Our Unfinished Task: To restore 'what/hey did here' and advance 'what was said here I 

Remarks of Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt 
134th Anniversary of Lmcoln's Gettysburg Address, Gettysburg, PA 

, !'Iov, 19, 1997 ... 

"I am honored to take part in this 1 34th commemoration of the Gettysburg Address. In mat great 
speech, and with characteristic modesty, Lincoln predicted "The world will little nOle nor long 
remember what we say here." We meet for the purpose of proving him wrong, Today, by tradition, 
we note and remember those 272 words that sh~lI forever define our nation and what it means io be 
an American. 

Ye! before we mark what he said here. we must first acknowledge that we are in danger of losing 
pan of {he memory of what those brave men once did here, 

EVen as we note his immQrtal words, we must talee note of how the battlefield over which they 
struggled ~~ ground consecrated by their blood -- today remains desecrated by an observation tower . 
and two dilapidated and poorly sited buildings, We must note how. within those buildings, 40,000 
af1ifaCIS are exposed to the ravages of damp and drafty air: The blue unifonns they once wore are 
now fading. The shining rifles and swords they once carried are now rusting. The once~polished 
leather of rheir belts, saddles, and bindings 1S now rorung apart. 

Even as we recall the eloquence of his Address, we must acknowledge how the Cyclorama painting, 
M High Tide of the Confederacy." grows soggy with humidity in a building that has structurally 
failed. Rain. wind and grit continue to erode names engraved on the neadstOnes where Our ancestors 
lie buried, Weeds overrun the hallowed landscapes on which they died. 

This is how Our history risks being forgotten. Not through some abstract, sweeping blow, but 
through thousands of small yet palpable cuts that bleed out over time, seldom detected by the 
docLOrs of our heritage. 

Americans care passionately about this sacred ground, which is why the National Park Service, 
under [he Climon Administration, has been dedicated to reversjng its gradual deterioration. In April 
of 1995 we began a public planning process, open to all, in order to find the best way to preserve 
this shrine. to conserve its documents and artifacts and to improve the interpretation Of. Gettysburg 
in Ihe full context of American history. 



Our restoraticn program includes a proposal to enter a partnership on private land where groups like 
The National Geographic Society can help us to enhance visitor services, These partnerships are a 
relatively new idea and, as such, they deserve vigorous public discussion led by the historians, 
;:;onserv3rionists, and artifact curators. In the coming year, the National Park Service will also ask a 
distinguished group of American historians to assess our interpretive program and to make 
recommendations on how we can improve our ability to make both what they did here and what he 
said here reverberate more deeply in the hearts and mil1cls of every American. 

FOr history is dead only jf we neglect it. It comes alive as we look and listen. As Lincoln said. ~we 
cannot escape history," and through his timeless Gettysburg Address he speaks anew to each of us 
today. 

When Lincoln, raking five bold words from [he Declaration of Independence, spoke of a new nation 
where "all men are created equal," he set our course toward the freedom and the opponunity shared 
mday by all Americans. Freedom and opportunity have made us, again in Lincoln's words, "tile 
last, beSI hope o:f cartb'. " 

Yet despite the military and strategic outcome of the battle here, Lincoln spoke al an inconclusive 
moment in history. Trns cemetery was not yet complete: Some dead still lay unburied. The Civii 
War raged on WIth the Union divided, Slavery remained an institution. And human equality 
remained a purely hypothetical concept. . 

So he called on "U~, the living, rather to be dedicated here ro the unfinished work" and "to the great 
task remaining before us." By "us" he meant not just those living on November 19.1963, bUi' 

those of us Hving today, and all future generations who will ever one day Jive in Amerka.. 

His cballenge remains our unfinished task: Ensure both freedom and equality of opportunity for 
every Single American citizen. To meet that challenge, President Clinton, in his call for a national 
dialogue on race relations. is asking all Americans to reflect deeply, to speak thoughtfully with each 
other, and [Q do our part to cominue the work of reconciliation that Lincoln here began. 

By doing our share both to re:,iore the memory of what they did here and to advance the vision in 
what was saId here, I am confident that Americans who gather here in centuries to come will better 
reflect on our county's progress toward Uncoin's fond hope of fonning a more perfect Union." 

--DOl



Our Unfinished Task: To restore 'what they did here' and advance 'what was said here" 
Remarks of Imerior Secretary Bruce Babbitt 


134th Anniversary of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, Geuysburg, PA 

Nov. 19, 1997 

*** 

I am honored (0 take part in this 134th commemoration of the 

Gettysburg Address. In that great speech, and with characteristic 

modesty, Lincoln predicted "The world will little note nor long 

remember what we say here." We meet for the purpose of proving 

him wrong, Today, by tradition, we note and remember those 272 

words that shall forever define our nation and what it means to be an 

American. 

Yet before we mark what he said here, we must first acknowledge 

that we are in danger of losing parr of the memory of what those 

brave men once did here. 

Even as we note his immortal words, we must take note of how the 

battlefield over which they struggled -- ground consecrated by their 

blood ,- today remains desecrated by an observation tower and two 



dilapidated and poorly sited buildings, We must note how, within 

those buildings, 40,000 artifacts are exposed to the ravages of damp 

and drafty air: The blue uniforms they once wore are now fading. 

The shining rifles and swords they once carried are now rusting. The 

once-polished leather of their belts, saddles, and bindings is now 

roning apart, 

Even as we recall the eloquence of his Address, we must 

acknowledge how the Cyclorama painting, "High Tide of the 

Confederacy," grows soggy with humidity in a building that has 

strucrurally failed. Rain, wind and grit continue to erode names 

engraved on the headstones where our ancestors lie buried. Weeds 
. 

overrun th,e hallowed landscapes on which they died. 

This is how our history risks being forgotten. Not through some 

abstract, sweeping blow, but through thousands of small yet palpable 

cutS that bleed 'out over time, seldom detected by the doctors of our 

heritage, 



Americans care passionately about this sacred ground, which 
. 
is wi1\' 

' 

the National Park Service, under the Clinton Administration, has been 

dedicated to reversing its gradual deterioration. In April of 1995 \ve 

began a public planning process, open to all, in order to find the best 

way to preserve this shrine, to conserve its documents and artifacts 

and to improve the interpretation of Gettysburg in the full context of 

American history. 

Our restoration program inc ludes a proposal to enter a partnership on 

private land where groups like The National Geographic Society can 

help us to enhance visitor services. These partnerships are a relatively 

new idea and, as such, they deserve vigorous public discussion led by 

the historians. conservationists, and artifact curatOrs. In the coming 

year. the National Park Service will also ask a distinguished group of 

American historians to assess our interpretive .program and to make 

recommendations on how we can improve our ability to make both 

what thev did here and what he said here reverberate more deeply in. . 

the hearts and minds of every American. 




. 

For historv is dead only if we nCl!lect it. It comes alive as we look. . 
and listen. As Lincoln said. "we cannot escape history." and through 

his timeless Gettysburg Address he speaks anew to each of us today .. 

When Lincoln, taking five bold words from the Declaration of 

Independence, spoke of a new nation where "all men are created 

equaL" he set our course toward the freedom and the opportunity 

shared today by all Americans. Freedom and opportunity have made 

us, again in Lincoln's words, "the last, best hope of earth." 

Yet despite the military and strategic outcome of the battle here, 

Lincoln spoke at an inconclusive moment in history. This cemetery. 

was not yet complete. Some dead still lay unburied. The Civil War 

ra£ed on with the linion divided. Siaverv remained an institution. - ~ 

. 

And human equality remained a purely hypothetical concept. 

So he called on "us, the Jiving. rather to be dedicated here to the 

unfinished work" and "to the great task remaining before us." By 



"Us" he meant not juSt those living on November 19, 1963, but those 

of us living today, and all future generations who will ever one day 

live in America. 

His challenge remains our unfinished task: Ensure both freedom and 

equality of opporrunity for every single American citizen. To meet 

that challenge, President Clinton, in his call fot a national dialogue on 

race relations, is asking all Americans to reflect deeply, to speak 

thoughtfully with each other. and to do our part to continue the work, 

of reconciliation that Lincoln here began. 

By doing our share both to restore the memory of what they did here 

and to advance the vision in what was said here, I am confident that 

Americans who gather here in cenruries to come will better reflect on 

our county's progress toward Lincoln's fond hope of forming a more 

perfect Union." 
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Gettysburg tower falls today 

Demolition 

won't end 

the dispute 

By Jessie'HalLiday 
u'SA TODAY 

GITrYSBURC, ?a.. - Scilnding 
among the stone and marb~ mono 
umern:s ro fallen heroes of the elvd 
WM'S pivotal Bittle of GettySburg 
is a gigantic tower that has been a 
point of contention since it opened 
more than 25 years ago. 

And its demoliOOn todAv only 
feeds the conll'OVcn)' at Cettys
burg i'OolriOnal Military Park 

"'This has been a sore spot fi>r lIS 
for a long time,~ SiYS Dave a.tma. 
lPQkesman lOr [hi! Nariona.l Park 
Service, "We want our visitors ..• 
to gee a feet of what it was nke ,It 
rhe rime of rile battIe.

The 320-fooc rower is shaped 
like an hourg1asund has a fra~ of 
steel piping. it opened in 1974 to 
serve as a spot where tourists could 
~et a panoramic view of the entire 
";enysburg battlefield, 

Today. tourists at the revelto 
S.900-acre p.lfk for the boiInle's 
137th annivm.uy will 51!\'! t~ 
structure come toppling down. 

P.1/1( Superintendent john Lat
schar says todiry is" fitting nme ~)r 
the demolition. "' pmona/ly bo~
lieve veter.-m: of the Wi[ WOUld 
think (the cower) is such a dese~ 
cr.1tion that they would ~ 
dismande it tMffisem. ht szri. 

Removing the tOWfr is. pMt of a 
Park Service plan to restore as 
much batt1~ property AS p0s
sible to its original ~, 

That pt.m. includes a o:lfItl'I')

versial dedsion to demolish the ex~ 
isting visItOrS ce~rAnd h.M: ad!-
velaper build a. 139.3 million 
visitors center and museum com* 
p!e:x inside: t~ ba.ttitftdd. 

At. the time the towtr WilS built. 
{he property was not Park SeMct 
1M\d, In 1900, Congress added tile 
rower ~ to me bowJ;l.aries
of til< p.u1<. The r,.. _ then 
b<gan t.ll<in3 ,...,. to buy tile row· 
er and_ 

!n 1m, COflIl'" "I'Pffi'mI 
"""' than St.o million to buy ,n.'ow,,, and its flIOll"l1)t In J .... this 
<ear, a. federal district 'Court in HM
nsburg granted. the propertY to tlitr,.. _. wllkh _ tile 
<l8ency to demolish ~ fDW'K" But 
there was i ~ in how
n:och the agent)' should pay tl'je 

"Nt'ilriv 
2 milflOl'\ 
",,",,,. 

"fi~ milt'S 

oJ 1.«1 


"14.000 

bol. 

"-..."wiD do it: 
bpt'rnwlU 
use tO~l1 
pcunds of 
t'xplosiVfl to 
bnl'lldown 
the OOWtt

: 20%of 
: «pkU:iVf!s .' , 
, Wlth.in the ~ 
: MJf.tlOm; j 

http:annivm.uy


Last Casualtv 

" Of Gettysburg 


Judge Says Park Seroice 
Can Bring Down Tower 

" 


.3 




u.s. will i 

demolish I 
tewer 
in park 
Video deal scorned 
for Gettysburg site 

.,. 
A. cot;pIe ruts on a cannon on the Gettysburg BattktfIeId while Gen, 
George G, Meade guards 1M 0ian1 towef, which W8I Duitt 30 \/e8f$ ago. 

ThomM Ott:eMtein of 0;& view 
tJmited. Pannenhip, Mid be wu . 
disappointed. 'Nlth die decision but 
hAd DOC made. deciDon rei~. 
... appaL . 

Tho Parte Service laid claim to m. toWer.o.c. 9 and more ~ 
seized title to about 6 surroundinl 
..... _byHanaEnaimlal
New Oxford. The aovernment hal 
HI aside S3 million for c:ompeflMoo
doo to tM owners, an WUd the 
jud&e' will detennine later. 

July 3 II the 137th anniversary 
of :Ptc:kett'J Outrae. when 15.000 
Confederate soldiers under the 
~ 01 Gen. Georao Edward 
Pickett made a dei5perat. and 
bloody asaawt on the center ot the 
U_line. &lana S<mlnary Ridp 
durinl the ~e of Gelf,ylbura, 

4, 



"'linton OFFers 
Plan to Protect 
u.s. Shorelines 

By MARC LACE'i 

ASSATEAGUE ISLA~D, Md., 
May Z6 - Usmg the sand and surf us 
a backdrop, Prestd~m Clinton an. 
flOunced new inlUatives today intend
ed to preserve the nattOO'jj fragile 
shoreline and threatened <:era! reefs. 

Mr, Clinton directed (he Com
merce Department and the Depart. 
ment of the tnteriQr. as well as the 
Envu'(lf)mental Protectwn Agency. 
to strengthen ocean proCC(:ttons 
through administrative steps slmilnr 
to the ones applied to large tracts of 
land profccn:d as wilderness areas. 
Coromg in the final months of his 
pN!SI.:lem;y, Mr, CHnton's protectioos 

.would Mt require approval by Con
gress but could be undone by his 
successor, 

"Beachllnes and coastlines are 
now our No.1 tourist destination," 
,'-" preSident 5ald as he strode onm 

•and on this barrier island. 
OUr oceans, however, are flU' 

more than a playground." Mr. CIJn. 
tOO <:oounued. "They nave 11 central 
effete on the weather, on our climate 
system. Through !iShlng, 10l,lr!sm 
anC other industries, ocean Teo 
soutees - listen to this - support 1 
out of every 6 lobs in the Uniwd 
States of Amertca." 

The president, who spoke ~r a 
roaring surf as sea gillb new /)Ver
head. dtrected the Interior and Com
merce ~ment5 to set up a sys
(em or "manne protected areM" to 
coordinate the hodgepodge of federal 
protecuoos now in place for beache., 
reets and other mal1ile habitats. 

. HiS· order did not specify any 
areas. but it requested r«Onimettda. 
tions on shorelines in need of limitS I 
on activluesli1reJishin., offsho~ vii 
drilling. minlng and dumpll18. 

AS it l.;the National Park Service 
'protecu 54 marine areas. which cov
er more than th," million acres of 
water. including Glacier Bay in ,.Ias
ka, the Everglades in Florida. Wld 
here on Assateague, an Island teo 
no...-ned tor the wild horse. that roam 
its marshland$. Other marine areas 
.. W"e be<m set a3ide as wUdute mf

: under the supervtslon 01 the 
. ~ and Wildlife Service Or !he Na
tIOnal OceMic and Atrn05phertc Ad
mmistratiOn. 

p:us tnt' pres1dem:- freeland Mason, 
past pre:uder.[ 01 the Virginia Water· 
men's Assoc:anan, told The Associ~ 
<lted Press. "The conservallomsts 
want to cut OUt all .;:ommerclai !Ish· 
mg. TIley don"t Want any fiShutg 'l!X

ct'Pt tw hook and lUlC. The waterman 
is an- en4angered speeitl$ these 
days." 
, Mr. Clinton also directed the envi. 
ronmental agency to adopt tougher 
waleI' pollullon standards to proteCt 
beaches and coas1<l,I areas. and to 
identify areas where additional pro
teetions are required. 

"They're going to gfJ back and lOok 
at theIr permittIng process for all Of 
the ocean discharges that could have 
an impact m ocean areas, and make 
sure thnt those are fully scientifical
ly based, and it necessary, to in· 
crease the protection," said James 
Baker, admml$trator ot'1M oceanic 
an4 atmospheric agency. 

AS U is now, thousliJ\ds ot beachC>! 
are closed every year as heavy rams 
cm,me sewers anddratn5 to overflow, 
wasltinR sewage into the 5Urf, That 
polloted runnff can cause a variety of 
health hazards, Including dysentery 
and hetnltitts, n also leads to the 
growth of toxic algae and dlreatens 
marine life . 

Without be-uer protections, pollut· 
ed shorelines Can only get worse as 
~ariy half of all development in the 
United States is along CoastlUl¢$., 

Mr, Cllnum also ordered the i!evel· 
opmenl of a plan within the next l)(l 
days to protect the coral reefs off a 
!..zoo..m~ string of uninhabited Is
lands in northwestern Hawaii. Coral 
reefs, which harbor an abundance Q:f 
marine Ide, are threatened world
wide from pollution. C/verflshing and 
rising ocean U~mperaturH. 

The Hawaiian reefs, tmlt protect
ed when President iheQdore Roose
velt crnated ~ Hawaiian Is14nds 
National Wlldlite Refuge, mak-e up 
nearly 70 percent of the- cQra! in 
United States warers and support 
threatened sea turtles, monk seals 
and other Manne Iil'e. 

Mr. Clinton's Plan. which wm prob
ably increase the wne of protected
coral off Hawaii, would be develOped 
m cooperation with the Hawaii.an au· 
thorltles, officials .!uud. 

In announcing the- initiatiVes. Mr. 
Clinton made both environmental 
and economic arguments, 

··r".e old Idea that we can only 
grow by putting men pollution 10(0 
aur lakes ami rivers and Qceans must 
Iinally be put to rest:' -!Ie saul "In
deed, It is now clear that we can grow 
our economy (SSler over the lor.g run 
by improvtng our er.VI~OJtm.ent, and 
n's really not enOllg!l 'or us JUSt to 
try to keep it as It IS. We have 10 do 
better... 

Although the president hlU used 
hIS exeeutlve authOrHY to impose an 
array of envlroomental protections, 
Congress is m charge I)i the purse 
strmgs. an4 Repltblican leaders have 
been reluctant to speO<l money tor all 
of What Mr. Clinton considers CritlCal 
environmental pnor!lies_ 

Pete Je(frles, CQrnmunicawlns di
re(tor tor Speaker J. DenniS Hasten 
of illinoIS, srud the presIdent was 
aetmg unwisely by expanding pro
te(ted areas WithoUt gIVing suffiCient 
resourees to the ones alreadv 00 the 
books" • 

"Republu:ans Want to take a re
sponsible, common-sense approach 
to our environment," Mr. Jeffnes 
said. 
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SOUGHT TO SAVE 

ENDANGERED CIVIL WAR 

BATTLE SITES 


By Michael Kilian 
Washing:!}r. Bureau 

May /7, 2000 


WASHINGTO!'-l u.The Interior Department on 
Tuesday urged Congress to appropriate $22 million 
for the preservation of major Civil War battlefields 
endangered by housing and commercial 
devel,opment 

Appearing at a Capitol news conference. Assistant 
Interior Secretary John Barry said Old Salem 
Church, an important landmark of the 
Chant:ellorsville campaign in Virgmia, is hemmed in 
betwt~en "a Mattress King, a Taco Bell and a 
McDonald's." 

in the last session of Congress, Interior Secretary 
Bruce Babbin asked for nearly $70 million to help 
save Civil War historic. sites over a three~year . 
period, but appropriation·comlnittees cut the amount 
to about S l 0 million. 

Barry was joined at the news conference Tuesday by 
a bipartisan group of lawmakers including Senate 
Majority Leader Trent Lon (R-Miss.), Sen. James 
Jeffords (R.Vt) and Sen. Raben Torricelli (0
N,].).House Appropriations Interior SubCommittee 
Chairman Ralph Regula (R-Ohio) has said. that 
interior Department spending must be reduced by 
$200 million from last year's S14.9 billion to meet 
budget targets. 

Barry !;aid if action is not taken now, many of the 
historic sacs will he lost. , 
Talking about a bluff where Confederate Gen. 
Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson stood when he 
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Chanceliorsville. Barry said, "There's Ii !me of 

housing deve;opments marching righl :~or It OUf 

children should be able to stand in :nat place and 

sh.~re in this history." 


Under the Interior Department request, that SHe and 
others in the Frederjcksb~rgfSpQtsylvania area of 
Virginia would received $7.6 million for !and 
acquisition and preserva:ion. 

Gettysburg National Military Park would get $! 0 
million; Harpers Ferry National Historic Park. site of 
John Brown's failed slave uprising, would receive 52 
million: and Manassas National Battlefield Park. 
where the twO battles of Bull Run were fought. 
would get $2 million. 

Palo Alto Battlefield National Historic Site in Texas 
and Vicksburg National Military Park in Mississippi 
would also receive funds. 

The Interior Department also requested an additional 
$15 million from the federal Land and Water 

. Conservation Fund to be spent On land acquisition 
and presentation for a number of battle sites outside 
of National Park Service jurisdiction, including land 
at Giodena Pass, N.M., and Secessionville, S,C. 

lames Lighthizer. president of the Civil War 

Presen'ation Trust. warned that rapid rea! estate 

development threatens these sites as never hefore. 


The Civil War Preservation Trust said Kentucky has 
three threatened or highly threatened sites, including 
Perryville. 

TeMessee has 16 threatened sites. including Ft 
Donelson, Murfreesborough, Stones River, 
Chattanooga and Franklin; and !viissouri has 13. 

including lexington and Spnngfield. Virginia. 

where 60 percent oCthe Civil War's engagements 

were fought. has 57 sites on the trust's threatened 

list. ' 


, E!!1lli.!his story to a friend 

" :v1ore articies on the Nation World home page 
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America's National Parks: 


The. "Welcome" Sign is Out 


Bruce Babbitt 


Secrefary of the Interior 


May 23, 1994 


Independence National, Park 


The Park Service Mission: Two Goals 

. I'd like to start this morning with a few words about 

'my philosophy of our national parks. I do so because both 

our policies and our programs must always be grounded in 

a profound and clearly-articulated sense of the 

relationship between the American people and their 

heritage, both natural and historical. 

The place to begin is the 1916 legislation that created 
, . 

the national park. system, in which the Congress charged 

the National Park. Service "to conserve the scenery and the 

natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and to 

provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and 

by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the 
, ' ' 

enjoyment of future generations." 



On more than a few occasions these two goals .. 

protection of the resource and providing enJoymer,t for the 

citizens of our land .. have generated sharp conflict: 

whether to build a new road across the Great Smokies or 

across Petroglyph National Monument, or a tramway up the 

Guadalupe Mountains, or more visitor facilities within 

Denali or at the north rim of the Grand Canyon. 

i-or my part, I concur with the recommendation of the 

experts who wrote the Vail Agenda that the "primary 

responsibility of the National Park Service must be 

pro!ection of park resources." That is also the unanimous 

view of the hundreds of individual park rangers with whom 

have sha·red so many wonderful days. of hiking, camping, 

skiing, climbing and rowing in our national parks throughout 

my lifetime. 

On my watch, the Park Service will not build additional 

lodging facilities within the parks. If the need ari~es for 

more· overnight accommodations, then it should be done 

outside the parks.. The gateway communities outside the. 

parks can also serve as staging areas, where visitors can 

learn about the park and plan their excursions -- all 

wi.thout adding to the congestion inside. 
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On my watch. the Park. Service will not be in the road 

building business. We have ·our hands full just trying to 

maintain existing roads. Roads are the enemies of national 

parks; . they disrupt. divide and fragment animal habitat and 

the natural systems that are the very reason for the park. 

Our task IS to invite visitors out of their cars and away 

from the roads.. 

On my watch, the Park Service will return to a focus on 

authenticity. The. national parks are not about. 

entertainment; Disney, Warner Brothers and so many 

oth4jlrS are masters at the task, and America's Rark rangers 

shOuld not be competing with them. If you want to play 

golf, watch people feeding bears, or see a nighttime 

firefall •• all of which have been done in the national parks 

in our lifetime •• I say that's fine.' Just don't expect to do 

it in a national park. 

The purpose of our national parks is to facilital~ the 

encounter of the American people with their natural and 

. cultural, heritage. A visit to a national park should be a 

voyage of discovery, bringing the visitor to a more intense . . 
appreciation of the natural world, whether seen in a sunset 

panorama at Grand Canyon, in a herd of grazing elk, or the 

face 6f a single flower In an alpine meadow. 
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We must create an environment which Invltes visitors 

to get out of thei r cars, to enlarge their knowledge of 

themselves and of their natural surroundings, Everything , 
, 

we do -. every change we make -- must encourage this 
Iencour,,te'r, 

,
Moving Forward: Resource Protection and a Focus on 

Ecosystems 

, , 

We must also cons!der other implications of the term 

"preserve unimpaired," because it is no longer enough to 

focus on the nature of developments within the Park 
• I 

boundary, i 
I 
, 

, 
Those empty spaces that we used to rely upon to 

buffer and protect our pa:rks are disappearing. When 

Yosemite was created 120 years ago, it was surrounded by 

vast open spaces. One could go out, create a national park , 
somewhere by putting a fence around ii, and assume it 

, 

would take care of itself. I But the West is filling up and 

) everywhere there are people and new claims on minerals, 

water, timber and geothermal resources. 



Today, the plain lact ,is that parks are a part "" usually, 

a central part "- of a broader ecosystem in which 

everything interweaves l.vith everything else, And the Park 

Service must now conSider new methods for protecting its 

resource base: we must begin to focus on parks not as 

distinct entities in themselves, but as the centers of 

ecosystems. 

At Yellowstone, massive herds of elk and buffalo (and 
I 

soon, perhaps, the gray wolf) do not acknowledge trye 

straight lines on a map: those animals inherited an 

entire ecosystem, ~nd park staff must work closely 

with resource managers from other state and federal 

agencies to protect their migration range.
I ,, 

Everglades NationalPark lies on the edge of an 

ecosystem, literally on the brink of extinction. Exotic 

plant species, encouraged by nutrient-rich 

agricultural runOff, have crowded out watered areas, 

The hydrologic connection that sustains the 

Everglades system 'has been severed by agricultural 

developments. The' steady sheet flows of water 

heading south from ~ Lake Okeechobee thai once 
I 

supplied the Everg1ildes with its fresh lifesource are 
'I ' 

now diverted to other uses. As a result, tile vast 
" 

flocks of wading bi~dS have moved out, heading north 
, I 

for lack 'of water, And the Florida panther is on the 
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brink of extinction, , The parK's lata lies not in the 

hands of its rangers, but in the hands of government
I 

officials and private land owners throughout the 

region, 

The Sierra Nevada Parks have air quality problems 

worse than many 11rge cities, causing problems for 

plants, animals and humans. But the source of the 

problem lies hundr~ds of miles away in California's , 
urban centers. In Sequoia National Park, we now have 

signs on certain trails telling hikers to avoid 

strenuous exercise because of the dangerous levels 

of ozone pollution." 

Natural conditions ~t the Grand Canyon are now under' 

the influence of Bureau of Reclamation, which , 

determines water flows below Glim Canyon Dam, and 

the Federal AViati6n Administration, which 

determines the am~untand the timing of commercial , 
helicopter, and fixe? wing overflights in the canyon. 
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The geyser field ,at ~eliows:or.e is one of only eleven 

known geyser fields lin the world, Of :hose eleven, 

eight have already been destroyed, The Old Faithful 

Protection Act will brotect the world, famous geyser 

field' by regulating geothermal development witnin 15 
, , 

miles of the park, Already passed in the House, the 

bill is still awaiting hction in the Senate, 

Clearly, it is no longer sufficient to label land a "park" 

and assume it is protected, and we are now on the path of 

moving beyond parks and beginning to see ecosystems 

whQle, 

i
Moving Forward: New, Parks 

I am frequently asked whether we have enough 

national parks, My answer is "no," for a number of reasons, 

50 years ago there was no, Martin Luther King Jr,, , 

Historical Site to be preserved because that chapter 

of our history had not yet been written, 

The movement to ?reate urban parks, exemplified by 

Gateway National P~rk in New York City, Golden Gate 

National Recreationl Area and the Presidio in San 
, , 

Francisco, and the 'Santa Monica National Recreation , 

Area outside Los Angeles, is just beginning, 
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I 
THe Kansas tallgrass prairie reminds us of how 

perceptions change.' 
, 

A century ago. we crossed, the 
i

midwest in search of scenic splendor. oblivious to the 
! 

extraordinary biodiversity being plowed up and taken 
I 

for granted -- biodiversity equivalent to a tropical
I 

rainforest. Now. enlightened by the attitudes and, 
perceptions of a new generation. we go back. to 

acknowledge the importance of that resource. , 

The California Desert Protection Act makes the same, 

point. Generations, in search of alpine scenery in our 

parks simply walked on past some of the most unique' 

ecosystems in all of America. The California Desert 

Protection Act would bring under Park Service 
I 

management 1.6 million acres of lands unsurpassed in 

their scenic, biological, cultural and recreational 

significance, . 

, 
, ,, 

This process' of re,evaluation must continue 

. indefinitely and, while we must ensure adequate protection 
I 

for existing sites, we must always be receptive to new 


opportunities to expand, our system of national' parks, 


.1 
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I . 
:, 

Movil'lg Forward: Securing the Financial Base 

This is a tough time for the National Park Service and 
I . 

for the Interior Department; we are in the midst of an 
I 

unprecedented budget crisis. The Department will absorb a 
. I 

net cut in the next fiscal: year. This crisis will continue 

through the foreseeable' future. 

There are small, but essential steps to help the Park 
I . 

Service establish a morel secure footing. One of those 

steps is concession manijlgement contracts. In the past, 

mal!Y park concessions ~ere on sided contracts favoring 

commercial inlerests with good political connections: , 

We've broken the mold ~nd have begun to negotiate more 

equitable contracts. The new concessions contract at 

Yosemite will, in many ways, serve as a model for the 
, . 

future: it provideli both ai fair return and a means 01 
, 

improving park infrastructure .. Senator Dale Bumpers has 

sponsored a bill' which builds upon the Yosemite model; 

passage 01 that bill is a Ipriority for the Park Service. 

We must also address the issue 01 entrance fees .. Of,, 
the 367 .park facilities, orly half even charge an entrance 

fee. Only 15 charge the, maximum entrance rate of $5 per 

vehicle, dnd only three parks are authorized to charge 

more than $5: Yellowstone, Grand Teton aj1d Grand Canyon . 
charge $10 per car. 
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When Hatie and I tJ~~ o~r two sons to a mOVie, we 

probably pay three times as much as the Yellowstone 

entrance fee. -- and we do so for two hours of 

entertainment. When I dilscussed this with Dan Sholly, 

Yellowst'~he's Chief Rang~r, he :old me that back in 1915 
I ' 

the entrance fee at Yellowstone was $15 _. 50 percent 

higher tAan it is today, a~d a lot higher that than in real 

inflation-adjusted dollars, An Administration proposal 

would'rsturn to the Secretary the authority to set· 
I

reasonable fees for parks. 

-' . 1 
. And as I've considered the ,real value of $15 admission ' I ' 

fees in '1915, I ask myself if the American people would be 

willing tt) pay a little mofe for this experience and for 
. I 

having the satisfaction of knowing they were helping to 

sustain that resource. 

I went out to Great tailS National Park to try out these 

concepts, One Saturday morning last fall, I stood by the 

entrance area and did a little poll, asking visitors who' 

currently pay $4 If, they would pay a couple of dollars 'more 
I ' 

to enter this national park. About 80 percent had a simple 

answer: "No way." I the~ followed my political experience 
. . I 

with pollsters and decided to frame the questi"n correctly, . I' . 
So I went· back out and asked if they would pay a few 

, , 
doliars more in admission fees If they knew the funds were 
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going' to be kept in that park to repair the boat house at 

Lock 6 'and to fix up the trail along the towpath. Phrased 

that way. the answer was 80 percent "yes." 
I 

That is our challenge .. to persuade the United States 

Congress to recognize the level of public support for the 

National Parks, a'rid to let loose their grasp to allow the 
i 

Secretary to set fees and keep those proceeds in the . 
parks, It's that simple. 

Moving Forward: Pr~tecting Those Who Protect the 

Parks. I 
,I 

,In this budget context, the Park Service is engaged in 

a restructuring •• cne that involves staff cuts in some 

locations. But even withl this in mind, we have made this 
I ' 

commitment clear: we w\1I not, in any way, reduce the , 
number of rangers now working in our parks. Any sacrifices 

demanded of the Park Service will be absorbed in the 
, , 

national and regional offices. Nothing can, or will, intertere 

with the essential and 
•
authentic visitor experience . 

I I 




Hut to protect that experience, we must also protect, 

and do' justice to, the meh, and women who run our national 

parks, For the last several generations, we've been 
r 

exploiting the personnel !of the National Park Service, 

Weve eX'ploited them bJcause it's been generally 

understood thai there are many Americans who love the. 

outdoors, have natural science backgrounds, have talents 
, I 

in dealing with people --, and who desperately want to 'Nork , 

fOr the Park Service. We've played on the good will and the -, 

extraordinary affection these people have for the Service; 

we've taken advantage of their great dedication. Thus, 

rangers and park personnel have steadily been eroding on 

the' pay and. stature ratings relative to other federal 

employees. 

We are committed 'to reitersing this shabby record, 

and the first step is a program called "Ranger Futures," 

This program, which goes into effect on July 1, sends a 
I ' 

strong message to park :emploYEiles. We will reexamine 
, . 

every grade attached to, a job in the Park Service, and 

reclassify those in which employees are clearly dOing the 

same kind of work done lin other agencies at a much higher' 
! 

pay grade. 
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Ne'xt comes the issue of Park Service housing. 
, 

America's most respected Federal employees are living in 

its worst conditions. My visits to Park Service housing 

clusters often remind me: of Third World slums. Some of 

the trailers in which perr),anent rangers are living are ,so , 
waterlogged they are crumbling to pieces. To salvage what 

they possibly can, some inventive maintenance staffs 

actually built independent roof shelters over the ruins of 

these trailers. (It reminds me of Casa Grande National 

Monument in Arizona •• 'where a canopy covers prehistoric
1 

ruins.) At Channel Islands National Park rangers live in, 
COl1verted shipping containers. Yellowstone trailers are 

oflen covered with tires Iso the roofs won't blow off. 
I 
1, 

At Great Smoky Mountain National Park. we've begun 

to address this problem. ' Jim Barna log Homes donated 
I 

hundreds of thousands 0.1 dollars in materials. and the log 

home building industry provided more than 100 volunteers. , . 
In one day, from sunrise: to sunset. we erected. from 

foundation to roof enclosure. a high quality log cabin 
I . 

dormitory .for eight people. 
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I 

This uniquely Amen;can bar" raSi-,g '."las done with the 

help of the private SeCtOr and we are now exploring 

partnersr.ips to helD us fddress the park housing crisis on 

national basis; that prog(am will be announced in a matter 
, I' 

of weeks: I know that somewhere out there, allover this,
I 	 . 

country, people, businesses and corporations are ready to 

step IOnNard, if only we can together light that spark and 

rekindle the relationship of people to their parks, 

I 
And it is on that relationship thaI I wish to close., , 

The Park Service MI~sion: An Urgent Message' to the 

American People I 
, ! . I . f .I've already exp amed my view 0 a national park as a 

place ... the place •• lorl Americans to enjoy and relate to 

their heritage. And that tis why I do not share the notion 

that we are "loving the ~arks to death" and that the answer , 
to budget shortfalls and I summer crowding is to keep 
, 1 
people out. 	 ! 

I 

I
To the contrary, I w('lnl 10 keep the "WELCOME' sign , 

out and encourage all Americans to use the parks that . 
i 

belong to them. 

,, 
14 . 
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I 

I

When crowding oec,?n:es a problem, ,he challe-,ge is to 

use more ingenuity with; better transit systems, more 

staging areas outside park boundaries, gOOd reservation 
, I, 

systems, campgrounds on public lands adjacent to parks, 
I 

inducements to visit during the "shoulder" season .: the 
.I 

list is as 'long as our imagination and desire to serve the 
I 

American people, 

And there is still another reason to keep the
I, " 

'WELCOME" sign out. Throughout the world, we see eacn day
I , ' ' 

new evidence of ecologi«al collapse, In coming years we, 
,must accelerate our efforts to impart' a conservation ethiC , ~ 

and to communicate ways of living more lightly on this land' 

of ours. What better place to begin than in our national 

parks? 

The parks are the windows through which the 

American people can rediscover and' renew this connection 

, to the natural' world, Th:eparks are where that educational 

process begins most ea~ilY "" where the natural stage , 

settings and the actors are the best in the world, 


I 
The pathway toanew American environmental ethic 


must begin then with people .. people in, the process of . 


discovering their heritage and shaping their iutu:e, It is an 


encounter that begins most naturally in our national parks, 
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I am pleased to join with all of you to celebrate the 

75th birtQday of this marvelous Canyon. I want' 

especially .to acknowledge the presence of Senator 

DeConcini and Senator ~ccain, both of whom have done 

so much for the Park Service and the' Canyon. Our two . I· 
Senators come here today in the tradition of Senator 

Goldwater and' senat~r Hayden and many oth~r 
Arizonans, in public an~ private life, who have helped 

. . I 
make the Grand Canyon such a great National Park. 

Last week, prepariJg for this visit, I had occasion to 

read through the brief re~ord of the Congressional debates 
I '.' 

that led to the birth. of ;Grand Canyon National Park in 

I
1919. And those debates have a remarkably familiar 

. 
nng. 
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* Then as now,1 the Congress was debating 


concessions policy, 

•
I* Then as now, there was a spirited debate about 

"h d l ' . 'th"property ng ts an conpemnatlOn powers - at at time 
, . 
,, 

the issue was to clear title to the Bright Angel TraiL 
i . . 

'" Then as now, there was a debate about storage .' i . , 
, 

, 
reservoirs on the Colorado River, And there was even a 

debate about earmarking fees for use in the park of 

ongm. 

But the hottest issue of all back In 1919 was 

transportation. Senator, (then Congressman) Hayden; a 

. prime sponsor of the. legislation, wanted to build a 

. railroad built from Utah down to serve the North Rim,' 

. just as the Santa Fe Railroad came up from Williams to 
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the South Rim. Arguing that a North Rim railroad 

"would present possibly'a more wonderful view than from 

the south side," Hayden :wanted to finance that' railroad by , 
. selling timber rights on the North Kaibab. Aware that 
'. I . .' . 

park proponents in Congress would never support such a 

scheme, Senator HaYdln wanted legislation that would , 
•

leave the decision on a North Rim railroad to the 

discretion of the Secretary of the Interior. 
. . 1 
Senator Hayden's railroad policy was complicated by , . 

, 
! 

the fact that most members didn't have any idea of the 
. , 

.. magnitude of the Canyon. One Congressman seemed to 
. , . 

think that Hayden was proposing to construct a railroad 
, i 

all the way across~he (i:ariyon from north to .south. 
I 
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The good Senator patiently explained why no railroad 

would ever cross the Canyon an.d he then argued his case 

for giving the Secretary of the Interior authority to 
I 

decide. 
I, 

"This park will be \lnder the exclusive jurisdiction of 

the Secretary of the IntJrior. No Secretary of the Interior ,I . 

would think of permittihg any railroad to be constructed 
I 

. I . 
that would in any wa)! impair the scenic beauties of the . , 

. I 
Grand Canyon, but,. on the other hand, he would 

undoubtedly favor the iconstruction of railroads for the 
, 

convenience of the public." 

Right there, in those two sentences, Senator Hayden 
, . 

captured the essential conflict that has confronted ev~ry 
. . I , . 

Secretary since 1919 • ! 
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how best to reconcile the two conflicting mandates 

of the National Park. Servic~ - to preserve' nature 

"unimpaired" while prqviding for the "enjoyment"of the 

. public. \ 

Today, 75 years later, we are still debating 

transportation policy. The issue today is not how to 

encourage more visitation, but rather how to deal with the 

5,000,000 visitors alrea~y at the gates and the hundreds 

of millions of people all ?ver the world who are even now 
. I . 

. dreaming and planning for the day they can bring their . 

families to our canyon. I 

, I 

The ultimate question of how many people this Park . 

c2.n· accommodate is not easy. to answer because it 

depends on other fundamental questions - such as, what 
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type of transportation an~ what kind of visitor experience 

should we 'provide? 
I 
, 

In Carl Hayden's day, the answer was simple; travel , 
I 

was expensive and time consuming, and once you finally 
I 

got there, whether b~ the Santa Fe Railroad from 
I 

Williams or by the i!lcr~asingly popular touring car. you 
I ' .' 

, , 
had better well stay right here on the premises. Steven 

.'I ' 
Mather, the first director of the National Park Service, 

recognized that reality, land he encouraged Fred Harvey 

to ,keep building more; accommodations to keep them 
I 

coming. My own ance~tors, with a stake in South Rim 

concessions, were vigorous . supporters of that policy. 

, More, recently, however, the Park Service has begun 

to edge aw:;ty from this early "field of dreams" policy. 
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Grand Canyon village oh a summer day is cluttered and 

I ..
crowded beyond any semblance of a true park experience. 

Mather Point, where mdst touri~ts stop for their first 
I 

view, is the world's busiest parking lot, a veritable jungle 

of cars, campers, recreation vehicles and buses belching 

diesel fumes. 

The Park Service *nd most friends of the Canyon 

I 
now recognize that the key to a better visitor experience. 

I 
i 

is to direct all future expansion of visitor facilities, ~ and 
. , 

perhaps some of the existing facilities - outside the park. 

This trend is already apparent in the gateway communities 
, 

springing up and expan~ing outside our national parks. 

The future of these communities and the way in 
, , 

which growth is planned will have major impacts on the 

I . 
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future of our parks. The National Park Service' does not 
'. I . 

• 

and should not controll1and use .planning in communities 

outside the boundaries of the park. The Park Service 

does, however, have an tiirect stake in the development of 
. I', . 
gateway communities in Northern Arizona, and it is 

I 

simply this - 

The day is coming when it will be the responsibility 

of the Secretary of the Interior to limit vehicle entry to 

the South Rim in order ito protect both the park resource . I 
and the quality of the v~sitor experience within the Park. 

. I . 

Entry restrictions on moltor vehicles could lead to reduced 
. . . I . 

visitation -but' that is nbt an inevitable result. The real 

issue is separating the v1itors from their automobiles, and 
I '. 
, 

thereby providing an enhanced Park experience for all 
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who want to come. 


Whether visitors will still (fame, even without their 

autos, depends on how attractive the 

mass transit alternatives are. Consumers have many 

choices; the world is full of vacation 

planners offering alternative travel packages. Whether 
, 

visitors elect to come to Grand Canyon, 

or to head straight down 1-40 toward Disneyland will 

depend in some measure whether, working together, we 

can offer mass transit that is convenient, affordable, 

attractive, and well coordinated with lodging and other 

. services in the gateway communities. The success of the 

revived Grand Canyon Railroad (that's the South Rim 

Railroad) provides encouraging evidence that, given the 
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right inducements. visitors are willing to leave their cars 

outside the Park. 

Our ability to make a smooth, user friendly switch to 

mass transit depends in . some large measure on 

investments within the Park made by the Congress. But 

it will also depend heavily on how the communities of 

Northern Arizona plan uses outside the park: visitor 
facilities, 


railroad stops, restaurants, lodging, parking, campgrounds 


and aviation uses must be configured to support the 


development of convenient and attractive mass transit. 


The National Park Service has been thinking· about 

and working on these issues, principally within Park 
, 

boundaries, for several years, and the Park Superintendent 
, . 
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will shortly release a discussion draft of management 

options for the future at the South Rim. 

When that plan is released in early 1995, we will 

have an unprecedented opportunity to work together· to 
.. 

plan for the next century at Grand Canyon. There will be 

a window of opportunity for the National Park .Service 

and state and local governments to work together with the 

private sector to prepare a vision for a 21st century 

partnership between Grand Canyon National Park and 

northern Arizona. 

When the draft General Management Plan and 
. , 

Environmental Impact Statement is rel~ased in November,· 

it will be time to expand the dialogue beyond the Park . , , 
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boundaries to' all of the surrounding communities and 

.governments. 	 Events outside th~ park are also moving in 

this direction. The Tusayan Area Plan being developed 

by Coconino County is scheduled for completion at the 

end of 1994. The Regional Transportation Committee, 

sponsored by the Northern Arizona Council of 

Governments, is moving to complete a study on 

development of outlying staging areas in existing 

communities and the development of efficient and 

effective systems of alternative modes of transportation to 

the South Rim. . Parallel efforts are underway for water 

(the Glen Canyon EIS), t:egional air quality and canyori 

overflight. 
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For all these reasons, the time is now at hand to 

bring these efforts together. T~e Canyon has a talented 

and energetic new superintendent, Rob Amberger. I have 

discussed these issues extensively with him, and I can 

assure you that he is ready to support such·· an effort. 

Therefore, before year end, I will ask representatives of 

the Governor, the Congressional delegation, the Forest 

Service, Coconino County, neighboring Indian tribes, 

Tusayan, Williams, Flagstaff, the Grand Canyon Trust, 

the transportation and lodging businesses, Northern 

. Arizona University, and others to participate in a task 

force for a 21st century partnership between the Park and 

its neighbors. Iwill charge this group, working in public 

with all interested parties, 
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to provide, as soon as possible, a comprehensive regional 

plan for the 21st century. 

The day when parks can stand alone as enclaves 

separated in space and by'law from their neighbors is 

long gone, if indeed it ever existed at all. The time is 

now at hand to see our respective responsibilities and 

opportunities whole, to look across our respective 

jurisdictional boundaries and to meet the next century in 

a spirit of cooperation and sound planning. 

I look forward to working with all of you. Thank 

you 


