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Babbitt Unveils 

Parking_ Plan 

for Yosemite 

• Outdoors: Proposal would cut 
traffic by up to 60% and remove 
buildings to restore habitat. (t 
appears to haYe broad support. 

By JA.\tES RAL'iEY 
tI'-\IS~"L\tF Il.~m:a 

SAN FRAXCISCo-For generaUons. 
d faml!Y Gay lnp to <he heart of Y~mite 
:-<a.tional Park has mean! pilil'lg jn al'.d out 
Qf the car at Brtdalvelt rall. £1 CapItan 
MId Yosemite ralls, Much of that day 
might also be spent on thl!' lookout-not 
for bear.! or the CaliIM'l'lIa spotum owi
but for !!'Ie evt!r-elu":nve pM.:ung space. 

With 3 comprehen.s.we plat\. released 
Monday for remaking Yasttrute Valley, 
the ~atlona1 Park Set'V'U:e hope! to put an 
end to that scenario and f<)reYet eha.nie 
the way the pubUc comes to Yo:aemite. 

tf the plan I' a-OOpted by park service 
management thi' Yeat, the vast majority 
of nSltors wtll leave thelt cars on the ~ 
nphe!')' of the park, poumually ttlttinB 
traffic on the valley !toot' by 60'10 .. Visi
torS would :eaeh (ina! deJtin3tions rucb 
.is majeStlC El CapItan by nhuttle bus, hi" 
\!yele O!' on foot 

The PfiJPOS3.l framed by 1nterior ~ 
tar)' Br'tK:1! Babbitt in a ~h before the 
Commonwealth Club i$ a ~ 
.hat has won over the broad mi~ in tile 
national e1LVIlonmentaJ ccnn.muruty. but 
angered others who< say It r. eitbll'1' 100 N"" 
mictlve of public accm or not ~ 
I'lnoogh. 

Baotntt msisted that Ule plan acccmt' 
plisheS the twin goe.ta of tfttorirIS II 
much as lao scm of ~ tI:1eaCIoWI 
and forests tha\ had betia <Wf!ft\IIII by 
btrildinp ;md hv.maa bdJ:iSI. wbile ttill 
aUowwg people ready uee:a to y~ 

"People are welcome to tbeir part." 
Babbttt g,ajd. :'We don't manage natioaIl 
parks by tWng the euy ftep Q( ~ 
'Stay home.' That would jU!t further the 
breach between A.mer.cma and their 
natural. world.' . 

"We can improvt the visitor ape*' 
ence and at the same tllM we are recov
ering and restonng the landscape" to 
something more appro.timaU:ng ita oriV 
nal condibon. " 

The fi'lt"'vohmw plin ~~ M0n
day presents fi~ nptioN. including !eaT
ing cumn\ buddinp ll.I'\d management in 
the mlle-wt.de. 1·mLlrlong Yosemite Var
ley unchanged. "3 
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n'~.JrDI' T\J1)jumr,~ Coumv_ ,aId 
. :.'~re 'haS nuw!~ l>een enou~h d.ly~ 
'tl£' p-;.rkmg ;n the valt-ey -lnd that 
;'! !"$:; ",ht11it ;ran w~ COlUllcter 
JrtdmJ; rnorf! ;);IrkJtlg for daY.lolls1
tors, whn m.llte 'Jp the vast rro.3lor
Ity M ~::~ iJ.!cl(. ,\U(lience. "Why 
Qot ,:of::wi", movtng 1.;;:S .:r;ute 
Ctty of .:mpicy~s Jnrl others olf 
the valley floor .md 1edicate that 
:0 ·lay Vl$l(Ors, wt:.o dl'e the '::ol!" 
ge51 users of the park:' Thomto."'I. 
saul. 

1J5. Rep. G"orge RadaftOvtch 
m·.I.t.mposa) s.ud ~!'!e Park Serv
tce had cot spent rlearly entt'Jg~ 
time trylrlg to reiolve trame proo-
Illms wn!'!out removmg ~arS or 
parKing, He S3;:: :Ie would fight 
10: oo;tter lrafnc ptanrung, before 
i:Lppor~tng l move w reduce the 
;,\umoor of Car!!. 

Babbitt SaId ht$ ageney wants 
to hear thIl' pubhe's VIeW! on yO>' 
~err'.lte, but th,lt he is eonvinced 
that d-e~IOpmI'fH aid automOOue 
(talftc ate exce$lve. 

"1'he area is equivalent :0. $~ 
to Central Pari: in New York. City 
cut wuh mort! roads. m(Jrt! auto" 

Remaking Yosemite Valle)' 
Kllre Jfi' ,;omu of U",e PtQvl$\or.s:n the YQsem1tt \'lat!y P~J1'•. trait: 

• The r.UlT'.b<!r Of iMrkmg space'f for <ia)' :lte ''''Quirt he red~ from 
;nore than UiOO to 55l}. J.!l.lt Y"serrute "\Ilago!'. 
• 11'.e number at fMgulg rooms in :he valley wocld toe reduced 
from 1200 to 981 by remcvmg cabms at ClllT)' Villagv attd 
HO\.I.Sf!keepmg CAmp. 'fosem.'e Lc<1ge woul-d be' allQwW to replace 
:tUN!' than 100 uniu !o~t to a lm (:000. br:ngrng \o:;z; the number 
of rooms. 
• ,\ 3.2·mtle *CtIi'ffi of !l:orthSlf1e Dr.'It!'. i maUl .lrtery throutorh the 
vaHey llOOf. would be' elllrt1-.'la!e'd and replaCeQ ~'th a pavtd tOOt 
and bike trail. 
• AOOUl ISO a<:rts wuuld be f>2stored to a natural state, including 
Al;wah.1-ee and Stor.eno.an meadows, by rernoV',r.g roads, ttaJ.!s and 
SOn'Jil bw.!ding~.. 

*Th~ cndg-es and adam W'Ou.:d be remove<i to reduce -erosion 
lI(Jr.g the- Mette<! RIver. A i50-(OO·.·Wld~ ptaleettafi1.Or.e would be 
imposed along mOit of the ;:.ver ar.d almost all deveklpr.lent mQvOO: 
outside that tone, tndigenous sh.rub$. wllloWl arA black w :ree~ 
would be planted" ' 
.. C;!mpstte1 woold be reduced from 415 to .as. MQre li'.an 100 
~culd be walk"in camp$lte~, <l(ceUlble: on foot but WltMUl nearby 
P3tltitlg. Another 375 earnpmtell lost in a 1991 flood would oot be 
~c 

mobiles and mote development New York City then in (yosemite] 

than in Central: Park." Babbltt Vailey." 

said. 'There \S a certain irony that "We must restw! a semblance 

you would find more $Oiitude in of nature to thb mMt sublinlt 

the Sheep Meadow in the m.tdst 01 place inourcountry." 
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March 27. 2000 

BABBITT ANNOUNCES DRAFT PLAN TO 

RESTORE YOSEMITE VALLEY 


Reinflrks at Comnwnwealth Club lUfveii approach in which people adapt 10 park, not vice-versa 

SAN FRA.'1CISCO· Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt today annoWlced a draft plan to 
restore Yosemite Valley by reducing traffic and crowding and restoring portions of the valley which is at 
the heart of one of the nation's greatest national parks. 

"Yosemite Valley is one of nature's most awesome creations,'t said Babbitt. "Over the years, 
roads and bridges and structures have been constructed which. in some cases, have contributed to the 
sprawl and crowding that visitors to Yosemite are trying to avoid. in Yosemite, we're using the lessons 
and impetus from the New Year's Day flood in 1997 to help adapt visitors to the need, and force, of' 
nature in the Valley, rather than the other way around. We are helping to return the Yosemite Valley to 
what it has alway. been· a place ofbrealhtaking beauty." 

, OIThc proposals we are making in Yosemite are in line with how we're improving the 
transportation system in other parks, such as the Grand Canyon, Acadia, and Zion. Our goal in 
Yosemitet as in those parkS, is to make sure visitors spend time appreciating the natural beauty of the 

.parks, rather than focusing on where to park," Babbitt said. 

The changes are part 'of. Draft Yosemite Valley Plan which provides direction and propo,e, 
specific actions to preserve Yosemite Valley. The draft plan is based on the broad goals laid out in 
Yosemite National Park', 1980 General Management Plan of reducing traffic congestion and crowding, 
allowing natural processes to work, and reclaiming the Valley's natural beauty. 

The Draft Yosemite Valley Plan produced by the National Park Service proposes to: 

• 	 . Rip out Cascades Dam on the Merced River. along with three bridges affecting the 
natural flow ofthe stmun, restoring riparian, meadow and Black Oak landscapes on its 
banks 

• 	 Remove roads through Stoneman and Ahwahnee Meadows, and tear up most parking in 
the east Valley other than at lodging, campgrounds and Yosemite Village 

• 	 Demolish and restore to nature the Superintendent's Ho~~ commerciaistables, some 
units of Housekeeping camp. some NPS Operations and concessioner administration, 

(More) 

? 
/ 
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u.s. Sue'S 
To Raze 
Tower at 
Gettysburg 
Eminent Domain 
Invoked in Court 
~ Sn:J'H!!i l3A.M 
lil4hln.gron. f'mt 4flljJIVItU? 

,The federal government movt'd to 
end a 27·yw' modem-day s.kinni8h: at 
G<tt%burg National Mill"", Pm by 
!ling suit ~ to tear down a pfi. 
vatdyowned, 310.f00t~ tow
er that rustmy buffs have repeated.ty de
nounted as a national ~ spoiling 
Qlieof the nation', IIlCG important CM! 
Wu~ 
~~t exercised its ~ , 

of eminent dorilltin in U,5, District 
Court in Harrisburg, Pa., against the 
Owner! of thl! National i~, a c0m
mercial tourist attraction on priw,te 
property' near the fields where Union 
troops turned back 12,000 Cookdmte 
soklitt1 ill the attaclt calItd Pidcett's 
Clwl!'. 
Co~ 1m gMn !ht Natimd 

Park Service about $6 million to a:cqu.ino! 
the tOwer and twQ otber partdellntiidl!' 
"'" Gettysburg pari< _ Tho 
federal court will detumiDe fair C0m
pensation for the takinam the land after 
hearing-",_the_ J)o. 

partmf:nt and W' ~ owners. 
11k didn1: want the-b::Mtr in tbt park 

in the lim plao! and taking it down iU4 
imi!Ortant symboJl for a new day dawn
ing at Gettysburg: said DcruUa paMn. 
deputy director, of ~ Na,tional Part 
Some.. 

The primaiy owntf oi the I:.CMer. 
D.c' ~Th(lmu~ 

d"lin<d rommeu. """'" h< bad ... 
tMr seen ~ lam!uit not' had.~ to 
ron>Ult with hi> Iawy.r... ' 

01,.j "'";!lQImQ(lorm..us 

The Z1~toww~""'lM 
............... bIlO........ 
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Office of the Secretary Contaet: Michael Gauldin 
For Immediate Release: May 20, 1999 2021208·6416 

Statement 

Stalement by Inlerio, Secret.ry B,uce B.bbltt Regarding Actioit by tire 

, House 0/Representatives to Give Congress Veto Power Over U.N. Desigltations 


"They've got things backwards. President Nixon signed the World Heritage legislation as a way of 
exporting one of America's best ideas, our o,ational parks, to recognize special places aU over the world, 
It's like a five star rating that brings millions in tourist doUars annually to our country. 

"It's comical for thl:se guys to say this idea. our idea. is ac~l1y a plot by foreigners and space aliens, 
and we're going to stop it. 

"r am sure we can expect the Senate again to ignore it, ,which ,is all it deserves." 

·001· 

http:Secret.ry
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. 
FOR I~j:VjEDI."TE RELEASE S'ephanie Hanna (0) 2021208-6416 
December 7. 1998 \.'iPS) Scon Gediman (0) 2091J72·0248 

INTERJOR SECRETARY Al',NOUNCES COMPREHENSIVE PLAl'INING PROCESS 
FOR YOSEMITE VALLEY 

Secretar; oCthe Interior Bruce Babbitt announced today ,hat the National Park Service 
will be consolidating its current planning activities for the furure of Yosemite NationaJ Park in 
California into one comprehensive draft plan., 

··We have listened t.o public responses to previous planning proposals and we got the 
message loud and dear," Secretary Babbitt said. "It makes sense that we roll things into one 
comprehensive package that can be reviewed in total. Taken together. h will meet our 
expectations to restore natural areas and to protect resources while at the same improving the ' 
quality of visitor experiences." 

The new comprehensive draft plan will integra,e the draft Valley Implementation Plan, 
the draft Housing Plan, the Yosemite Lodge project and the Lower Yosemite Falls project 'I11e 
plan will thoroughly analyze a range of options that will ultimately provide a vision for the furure 
of 'he Yosemite Valley and Yosemite National Park. 

Yosemite National Park' 5 1980 General Management Plan (GMP) continues to be the 
template guiding all planning efforts in the park. The GMP's overall goal' are «> reclaim 
priceless naru.raI beauty, reduCe cars, congestion and crowding, allow natural processes '0 prevail 
and to promote visitor understanding and enjoyment. " 

"1N'hen we bave completed the planning process, it', my goal that Yosemite National 
Park becomes an even better place in the 21 st century for the spectacular natural resources and 
for everyone who «>mes «> enjoy them," Babbitt said. 

The draft comprehensive plan is scheduled to be completed in May, 1999. A ftnaI 
decision is expected «> be made next fall. 

-DOl



United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERV1CE 


YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK 

p.o. BOX5i7 

YOS£MtrE NATIONAL PARK. C..u.rFORNlA 9S;J~9IN RJ:PLT 1\&"1:11 TO" 

Comments of Yosemite SuperintendeDt Stanley T. Albright 

CODlpreheosive Planning Process for \'osemire Valley Announcement 


December 7, 1998 

Washington. D. C. 


• 	 The initiative launched today for Yosemite Valley under the leadership of Secretary Babbitt. with 
support from th!: ·\Vilderness Society, National Parks:md Conservation AssociaIion and the Natural 
Resource Defense Council. will result in the best possible plan to move the park into the 21 01 

Century. 
• 	 The public involvement processes have provided a fundamental message about the planning 

underway for Yosemite Valley: incorporate all Valley projects into one comprehensive plan. And 
we have listened, In f;:>rmulating this comprehensive Valley plan. we will incorporate'the Yosemite 
Lodge project. draft Yosemite Valley Housing PI"". draft Yosemite Valley Implementation Plan and 
Lower Yosemite Falls project int!' ~ne integrated plan. We win provide the pubLJc with a thorou'gh . 
analysis of the impacts and trade~offs of proposed restoration. resource management and visitor 
enhancement alternatives. OUf goal is to have the draft plan for Yosemite Valley available for public 
review in May of 1999 and issue a final plan late next year. 

• 	 Crafting plans forthe Valley has always been a compl:x and challenging process. If we are to 
succeed with this new initiative, the public and the National P;..rk Service will have to make difficult 
decisions about the trade-offs necessary to balance the needs of nature and the more than four 
miJlion annual 'rlsiwfS (0 the park. lfwe are to succeed. we will have to build consensus through 
compromise and cooperation. Working together. we are confident that we can implement pos~tive 
change in the· Valll!'Y to reSolve restoration. resource management and visitor enhancement ' 
challenges for the I?I'~atest good, not just the special interest of the few. 

o 	 Th. park's General Management Plan (GMP) will continue to be used as a guide for this ambitious 
effort. The GMP's guaJs. as you r«aU. are to reclaim priceleSs natural beauty. reduce cars and 
congestion, aJlow natural processes to prevltil. and promote visitor understanding and enjoyment. 
These goals remain valid today. 

• 	 As stewards of Yosemite, the National Park Service has a responsibility to paIIllOr with the public to 
resolve the park's compJex challenges. It is a responsibility we take very seriously. This new 
initiative demonstrates that the public process is working in Yosemite. 

• 	 We want to thnnk the public once again for participa;ing in the planning process for Yosemite 
Valley. In the coming months. we will be providing ongoing update. on p!llJlning efforts and details 
on how to participate in the public: review process. It is our hope that the public will contin'uc to ' 
provide us with thoughts and recommel1d.al'ions as we move forward to preserve and protect one of 
the nation' s m~st m;.:-gniflcent natural treasures. 
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National Parlt Sarvi_Yosemite U. S. o.pa..-nt of the Interior 

1998 Fact She..et 

Administration 

Superitltellciellt 

Esto.bli...hed 

1998 Budget 

1998 sum", 

SCUlley T. Albright 

October I, 1890 " 

$19,169,000 ("wtia! alloeatioll) 

N.ticnal P:uk Setvit;a. Summer 
Perman..,t • NIl nm.. 365 
p..",..,...,t . P"'" nm.. 116 
Tempo,...,. • _"ill !§2 
TOTAL 831 

YOUDlite Co:c.cesaioQ. SerVices Corporation-
1,soo 

Winter 
365 
116 
124 
60S" 

1000 

;itor Use 

1:196 4.118.711 
1997 3,80 1,391 

1997 
Sea:d. and ll.cue Operatio... 154 
Motor Veb.id. Ac:cidects 371 
•CUStO<l.iti A.rtau 333 
D.Ul. Arrests 46 
Case Incident Records 4OS4 

9Fatalitia 

19971m illZ 
"c"pIe 74,537 52,516 " 48,523 
av-lght Stay1 194,243 10S,103 '9,866 
Avera", S<ay(claYSl 2.61 2.00 2.06 

~otabillC1_ tl:WOMz of penaiu i.swed plvs. pcn:.tnucc of ca
• .". U,S. foruc $.trrice Uo.1Iieft UlO ~kfl$ witb.out ptrmiu. 
1997 fiprado not Utdudc HipSlemtCmtp$Rlt.iJti,cs.. . 

." 

, 




.National Parks and 
Conservation Association News Release 

FOR I~I~IEDIATE RELEASE; December 7. 1998 
CONTACT: JI..'f6m1! Uher, 1':02) :::23~67:?1 <!.'\t 12}-
erian Huse. (510)..839.9922 

Park Advocates Back Comprehensive Approach to Yosemite 
Development, Access Planning To Be Conso/Mated 

Wasbington, D,C, - A comprehensive approach:o [he future ofYosemice ~a!ional Pork will help pl;mners resohe 
conflicts and better considtr how trllffic. construction and nsn..:.re imeract in the part;, the nalion 's le~ding national 
park advocacy group said today. The: Nationa~ Parks and Conserv~tion Associ3tion l~PCA} today enthusioS!icolly 
supported the National Park Sel"Vice 's consolidatiQfl of current project plans into one comprehensi\e draft plan, 

·'The vision of J restored Yosemite Valley is still \vithin our re:lch if we put the prorection of natura; and 
cultural resources tirst, This coos,?lidated planning 3pproach will enable the Park Service to better consider tnl! 

impacts that people and cars and buildings have on :he natural ~erting:' said NPCA President Tom Klernn:1. "The 
!lcod damage of L997 served as a wake up call thaI Yosemite needs bold. broad action to protect the vnl:cy. We 
can': look at each problem individually, We must address tne Yosemite Valley's heaith as a whole," 

The new comprehensive draft plan. announced today by Interior Secretary B'r~ce Babbin. will integrlte the 
draft Valley Implementation Pfan. the draft Housing Plan. the Yosemite Lodge project and the Lo\"er Yosemtte Falls 
project. . 

In !980, Yosemite approved a General Management Plan (GMP) to guide all planning efforts in the park. 
rhe plan's OVef311 goals are to reclaim priceless natural beauty, reduce cars" congestion and cro...... ding, allo\\' Ilutu~al 
t>rocesses to prevail. and to promote visitor understanding and enjoyment. Kiernan said that todllY's annol1n.:cd 
consolidation shows a redoubling of commitment by the Park Service ro the 1980 plan. Kiernan added th:;u an 
effective transportation plan is key to reaching the vision set for Yosemite in the 1980 GMP, 

"ff the flood wattTS underscored the nee'd to mOve development and restore the ",nlley's natural pro.cesses. the 
flood of cars iOlo Yosemite reinforces the need to move visitors more efficiently," Kiernan said, "Yosemite has J 

dynamic oppot'tuniry to lead the way and bt<:ome a model for solving national park transportation problems, .and \.VI! 

believe the American public will support its efforts." 
A nOltional su",ey released in June by Colorado State Universiry for NPCA shows that people'are willing to 

make changes in their behavior in Visiting national parks if they know it will help protect park "resources: 
• 	 92 percent say thty would be willing to ride a shunle bus: 
• 	 92 percent say they would be willing 10 make resen:.ltions to get in; 
• 	 89 per<:ent say the park 5er'\'ice should limit the numbeT of visitors ifa park is too cro\~ded; 
• 	 95 percent 'say the patk service should limitthe number of visitors ifthe number is harming the park"5 ,;u\t\lfQl or 

natural resour.:es, 
The draft comprehensive plan is SCheduled to be completed in May, 1999, A tinal decision 10m the: p,lan is 

e,'Pecred to be made next fall. 
The !'lallonal Parks and Conservation Association is Ameri(:a's only private nonprotit .;:itilen organization 

de~icated solely to protecting. preserving, and ennancmg :nc V,S. National Park System, All tlssodatlQ!l of ''(iuzens 
Protecting America's Parks," NPCA wa~ fo~nded in : 919 and today has nearly .J.\JO.QilO :nembers, 

1776 Massachusetts Avenue. N.W. • Washington. DC 20036 
Telephone (202) 223·NPCA (67221 • Fax (202) 659·p650 
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REMARKS OF CHARLES M. CLUSEN, SENIOR POLICY ANALYST, -
" NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL, REGARDING 

COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING OF YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK, 

DECEMBER 7, 1998 

With its priceless beauty·and natural wonder. Yosemite National Park is a crown 
jewel of the National Park System, ' It looms large in the history of the National 
Park System as the first park reserve established from the public lands by 
Congress. which created a California state park encompassing Yosemite Valley 
in 1864 in a bill signed by President Abraham Lincoln, Over the next four 
decades Yosemite became famous through John Muir's lyrical descriptions of 
the "mountains of light', In 1890 the Yosemite Valley and Mariposa Grove of 
Sequoias were transferred back to the Federal Government and greatly 
expanded to make Yosemite National Park. 

Today Yosemite's beauty and natural values are seriously threatened by the 
ever-increasing numoor of people who visit the par1( every year, and particularly 
by the automobiles they use to get !here, In 1980 the Yosemite General 
Management Plan declared automobile traffic to De "the single greatest threat to 
enjoyment of the natural arid ,scenic qualities of Yosemite". In fiscal year 1996 
more than 4.1 million people visited Yosemite, a new record and almost twice the 
number that visited in 1980. The resulting traffic problems are among the most 
severe in the entire National Park System. During peak visitor periods the traffic 
jams in the'valley are the equal of those found in major American metropolitan ' ' 
areas. 

High visitor numoors and associated traffIC volumes adversely affect pall( 
resources, often comprOmise visitor safety, and always diminish the visitor 
experience. Today, far too many visitors to the park experience il while sitting in 
traffic and driving around in search of parking. Visitors often find !he views from 
world-famous points impaired by haze created by !he exhaust from thousands of 
cars. 
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Following the cevastating floOd damage In the valley two years ago, the National 
Park Se('\,n:e wlsely saw the opportunity to finally move forward with 
implementing Ihe 1980 General Management Plan, The intentions for the Vailey 
Implementalion Plan (VIP)-to guide the removal of non-essential facilities from 
the valley and relocate them outside the park, restore Important habitat lands 
and to appropriate,y lind sensitively reconstruct essential facilities damaged by 
the flood-were entirely admirable, Yet" park stake-holders including NRDC and 
the public at large raised a number of important concerns about elements of the 
VIP. Confusion also' developed between the various different plans effecting the 
valley: the VIP, the lower Yosemne Falls project, the Yo,emne lodge' project 
plan and tt,e Housing Plan, 

Most fortunately, the Park Service listened to the Amelican public. This is not 
only good news for Yosemite, but for democracy in America. Public agencies at 
all levels of government need to follow the Park Service example here. 
Yosemite does belong to all Americans and they deserve to be involved in 
solving the' serious problems that confront their park. Ultimately. this will result in 
a better pilln, increased public understanding and strong public support for the 
plan and the Park Service. . 

But action must be taken. The status quo is not acceptable, The lack of 
action-the,lack of a plan-:-will only condemn Yosemite and its outstanding, 
resources to accelerating degradation. 

With great expectation NRDC strongly commends and applauds Secretary 
Babbitt and the National Park Service for announcing·today the launching of a 
new comprehensive planning process that will roll the several plans together. 
We trust that this process will present the public w~h a comprehensive analysis 
of the full range of a~ernatives to accomplish the goals of the general 
management plan along with full disclosure of theirbenefils and trade-offs. We 
further trust that they will develop their new plan wah vision and great sensitivity 
to the park's resources ,and the visitor's experience. We are particularly 
delighted that we are now finally on the road to effectively addressing the 
overcrowding and intolerable traffic conditions that exist in the valley.' We will 
assist the NatioJial Park Service in every appropriate way to help insure that' 
America gets the bold and farsighted plan it deserves to preserve Yosemrte for 
the 21* Century. 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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STATEMENT BY DR FRANCIS )lcMANA)ION, CHIEF ARCHAEOLOGIST OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


The safe amval of the skeletal remains found in Kennewick at the Burke Museum ofNatural 
History &: Culture in Seattte today opens a new'chapter in resolVing the mystery of these bones' 
age and ancestry.. 

There are many unanswered questions. As the federal agency responsible for impTementing the 

Native American Graves Protection and Repa~riation Act of 1990 (l\AGPRA), the Department of 

the (ntenor belit!ves that the Act provides both the legal· foundation and the flexibility to pro<::eed 

and find scientific answers. 


Following a necessary period ofacclimatizing the skeletal remains to changes in temperature anti 

humidity at their new location, we will undertake a series of scientific investigations. The first 

phase will involve analysis and measurements of the remains that do not re<}uire destruction of any 

bone fragments. 


There is much to tearn from conducting this analysis, and tne Department oftne Interior (DOl). In 

cooperation with the U,S, Army Corps of Engineern and tne Department ofJustice, has developed 
a scientific protocol for these examinatioIl;s. This protocol has been reviewed by two 
.cknowledged experts in the fields ofarchaeology and anthropology, as well as in consultations 
with Tribal representatives. Once any final recommendations have been incorporated in the 
examination protocol, DOl wiU identify experts who can best perform the scientific t3.S.ks ahead. 
After the "non-destructive" work is completed and tne data tnoroughly analyzed, DOl will make a 
determination whether the data is sufficient to conclude definitively that the remains are 
considered !'4ative American under NAGPRA, If not. 001 will determine what additional testing 

~ might be necessary, including DNA sampling or radiocarbon dating. to answer this question, 

,Clearly, there will be those who believe that there should be even more tests performed, and there 
will be those who betieve thaI only they have the expertise to perfunn them, There are others 
who believe that the remain. should be reburied undisturbed and untested, 

We hope in the events ofthe'nelCl several months to seek and to hold a middle ground, where the, 
compelling questions surrounding these remains can be answered scientificaUy and conclusively 
while being sen~>itive to t~ose who want the remains treated with respect, dignity and honor. 

Dr. 'Francis P. McManamon serves as Chief Ar<:ha1Mlogist of the National Park Service and 
Departmental Consulting Archaeologist of the Department of the Interior. 
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NEWS 
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OffICE OMHE SECRETARY 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 	 Stephanie Hanna (0) 2021208·6416 
October 21. 1998 	 (NPS) John Quinley (0) 9071257·2696 

GLACIER BAY FISHING PROVISION MEETS WITH APPROVAL 

Calling it "a fair and reasonable solution:' Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt today 
praised a provision in the Department of the Intenor Appropriations Act that addresses the ' 
problem of COrMlerclal fishing in Glacier Bay National Park, 

"We have increased protection for the park's marine resources for the benefit ofpre~nt 
and future generations, while also assuring fair treatment for fishermen who have fished Glader 
Bay for many ye,"s," Babbitt said. 

Private use of national park resources for personal profit has long been viewed as 
inappropriate in national parks. their resources belonging instead to aU Americans. Commerdal' 
fishing in Glacier Bay National Park has taken significant amounts of living resources from the 
park's marine waters, 

. . 
The Appropriations Act provision ",ill help to protect park resources by establishing a 

phase«out of commercial fishing inside Glacier Bay Proper, the heart of Glacier Bay National 
Park. Only those halibut, salmon, and Tanner crab fishermen with qUlliii)'ing histol)' of fishing 
in Glacier Bay Proper will be allowed to continue to fish there. Wnen these fishennen are done, 
there v.ill he no more commercial fishing in Glacier Bay Proper. 

In addition, commercial fishing will immediately be closed for the most part in the more 
. recently glaciated northern reaches of Glacier Bay Proper. "These immediate closu.res will . 

provide unique and eXCiting opportunities for preserving natural marine communities and 
carrying out scientific study; Babbitt said. "Glacier Bay ",ill be a model and 0 valuable naMal 
looorotol)'fo! all those who care about or depend on the North Pacific." 

While tho new law advances the park's fund«nental purpose of natural resource 

preservation, it also treats current flShennen fairly, including these provisions: 


• 	 it leaves open to commercial fishing the park waters outside Glacier Bay Proper where 
over 8Q% of the commercial fishing occurs. 

• 	 The law I;stablisnes a lifetime allowance to continue commercial fishing in most of 

Glacier Bay Proper for fisbermen with qualii)'ing histol)' of fishing there. 


(more) 



It makes a limited exception for 'sinter king salmon trolling for the grand fathered 
fishermen in Glacier Bay Proper in pans of the closed northern waters of the Bay's East 
and West Arms. 

• 	 It provides getle10us financial compensation to a small member of Dungeness crab 
fishermen who have-fished for at least 6 of the 10 years from 1987 through 1996 in the· 
designated wilderness waters sWTounding the Beardslee Islands and within upper Dundas 
Bay, but who must cease such fishing in accordance with a 1994 decision by the V.S. 
District Coun for the District of Alaska, affinned in 1997 by the U,S, Coun of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit. 

"The National' Park Service looks forward to working with the State of Alaska on a 
cooperative management plan for the commercial fishing that will continue in Glacier Bay 
National Park," said Park Superintendent Tomie Lee. "This process provides an excellent 
opportunity for the state to contribute its expertise on commercial fishing management, and the 
NPS to contribute its expertise on protection of park values and purposes, and for all to consider 
what special studies could be performed in Glacier Bay's fished and unfished areas to enhance 
scientific understanding of marine systems." . 

The Glacier Bay provision in the Appropriations Act reflects much work and manY,years, 
of public discussion and information gathering. It responds to the vast majority of public 
comments received by the Park Service that oppose commercial fishing in park waters, but it also 
responds to the issues of equity raised by the longtime Glacier Bay fishennen and championed by 
the Sate of Alaska, 

-DOl' 
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Office of Ih. Secretary Contact: Paul Bledsoe 
For release October 2, 1998 (2Q2) 208·6416 

BABBITT COMMEMORATES 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF WILD AND SCENIC 
RIVERS ACT CANOEING DOWN PROTECTED RIVER; 

ANNOUNCES PROJECT TO FURTHER PROTECT LAMPREY RIVER FISH 
Comment.. from Viee Prellident Gore on Wild and Scenic Rivers Anniversary 

October 2, 1998, Washington, D.C. •• U.S. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbin was in 
Durham, N.H. today to ""Iebrate with local conservation and community leaders the 30th 
anniversary of the Wild '00 Seeme Rivers Act .00 to announce a project to open up spawning 
habitat for American shad. striped bass and other anadromous fish aiong the river. In 
addition. Vice President Al Gore sent a speciaJ message commemorating the anniversary Of. 
this landmark environmental legislation. 

"Rivers have always been the bloodlines of our nation, main arteries of our social, 
economic and na!Ural life," Babbitt said. • But by the mid·1960's, many were sclerotic. 
clogged and polluted to the point were we had forgonen their vital role in our national 
character and na!Ural health. The passage of the Wild .00 Scenic Rivers Act was a watershed 
moment, helping to !Urn the tide toward a developing recognition that protection of our 
waterways is deeply booOO up not only with protection of our wildlife aod water quality, but 
with our connection to our natural landscape and heritage.'" 

Sigoed by President Johnson on October 2, 1968, the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
protects river segment!! which contain remarkable scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife, 
historic, and cultural values. To date, ISS river segments, in 36 states have been desigoated as 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers, totaling almost 11,000 miles in length. These protected rivers 
range from the mighty Mjssouri to the Lamprey River in Durham, which had its designation 
'igoed into law in 19956 and which.Babbitt canoed Friday. 

Vice President Gore noted from Washington, "The Wild aod Scenic Rivers Act became 
law at a crucial time in our natural history, when our nation's waterways were severely degraded 
and getting worse. It helped inaugurate a generation of our most important environmental 
protection laws· .. including the Clean Water Act in 1972 and the Endangered Species Act in 1973 
.. law; which have helped clean up and protect rivers across the nation. Just this year, President 
Clinton and (desigoated 14 waterways as American Heritage Rivers, a direct descendant of Wild 
and Scenic Rivets which focuses on improving the health of Jess. remote, more commercia.ily~ used 
waterways, W¢ have also urged Congress to' fund our Clean \~later Action Plan, a program 



calling for a flew generation ofwate~ quality protections 50 that we can dean up tne 40 percent of 
our rivers from which we can s.tilt not ear the fish or swun in safely" Our wOlk is :lot done. But 
the 30th aruUversary of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act reminds us dlat with determination we can 
continue to restore and protect our natural heritage and environment for generations to come,'" 

Babbitt also annouACed today his support for a proposed project to open up 43 miles of 
river habitat on the Lamprey River which is cruciaJ to the restoration of runs of river herring, 
American )ihad, American eel, and striped bass. The project will involve construction of a fish 
ladder at Wiswall Dam, where Babbitt made his announcement today, to allow passage of fish to 
spawning grounds: The project planners hope to begin construction next faU and complete it in 
2001. The overall costs of the project would be approximately $600,000, with $500,000 coming 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

The 30th anniversary of one of the most important pieces of Federal legislation ever 
passed to protect riveis •• the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 - will be celebrated across 
America from October I to October 12. Events ranging from river dean-ups and hikes to 
festivals and symposia will be held along many of the Nation's designated wild and scenic rivers. 

I:or the past 30 years wild and scenic rivers have become an increasingly important pan of 
America's protected heritage. offering recreational and tourism opportunities to. the public, 
protection for otherwise threatened plant and animal species, and dependab1e supplies of dean 
water for loca] use. Passage or'the Act has stimulated an increasing public interest in river" 
protection and provided an important tool for achieving it nationwide. 

Key principles of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act which help protect the.. remarkable 
rivers include: , 

•• Keeping the designated river segments free·flowing 
-- Protecting and enhancing outstanding natural cultural. and recreational values 
-- Allowing appropriate economic uses of the rivers 
•• Building enduring partnerships among all affected parties: especially local 
communities, state agencies, landowners, river users; and tribal governments, 

The National Park Service helps build the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System three 
ways:(l) by carrying out feasibility studies for those rivers and river segments requested for study 
by Congress or state governor!, (2) offering technical assistance to river partners. to enhance, the.e 
river corridors, and (3) operating 20 river segments as units of the National Park System. 
Examples include the Charley River in Alaska and the Bluestone River in West Virginia. 

The Narion.al Park Service play. several roles in studying. assessing, and operating wild 
and scenic rivers - in close partnership with tile U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the. 
Environmental Protection Agency, the USDA Forest Service, the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, the Bureau of Land Management, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
States also play an important role by administering rivers designated by the Federal Government 
but operated through state authorities. For more information about the Wild arid Scenic River 
System, contact lohn Hauhert at (202) 208-4290 or Chris Brown at (202) 565·1115. 
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Babbitt Announces Designation of Lumber River in 

North Carolina as National Wild and Scenic River 


Secretary.orth. Interior Bruce Babbitt today announced the designation of 81 miles of the 
Lumber River located in North Carolina. as a state and locally managed component of the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. The Lumber River is the fourth river in the state of 
North Carolina to receive the status of national designation. joining the New River, Horse 
Pasture River, and a portion of the Chattoog. River, which extends to South Carolina and 
Georgia. 

"1 congratulate the state ofNorth Carolina, the city of Lumberton, and the town of Fai:r ' 
Bluff in their successful efforts to protect and responsibly manage this magnificent and natural 
resource," Babbitt said. "We look forward to working with the state to help preserve the river's 
outstanding character in perpetuity.u 

The Wild and Scenic Rive", Act requires the Secretary of the Interior to: 1) determine if 
the river posses,"", values that would qualifY it for inclusion in the System; 2) determine that the 
state has an adequate program to permanently protect the river and adjoining lands, 3) submit the' 
proposal to the federal department and agency head for review and comment and, 4) finally, if the 
state's request is approved by the Secretary. add the river to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System, 

In 1989, the Lumber River was added to the North Carolina N.tui:al and Scenic Rivers 
System because of its abundant and wide variety of outstanding resources. Among the important 
resources osso<iate<! with the river are endangered species such as the bald eagle, red-cockaded 
woodpecker. and American alligator; remarkable ",enic beaUty; outstanding canoeing and fishing 
opportunities; highly prodw:tive fish habitats; and large number! of rare, threatened, or 
endangered planl species. 

April 1996, North Carolina Governor James Hunt petitioned the !nterior Secretary 
for 115 miles of tne Lumber River to be included in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers system: 
Under Section 2 (aXii) of the Act, the Secretary can designate a river wild and scenic at the 
request of a governor, provided the river has existing state protection. has resources important to 
the nation, and can be rilanaged bY the state to protect those resources. 

~ more



The $[:1IC' $ .lppl i-:::ulun ;md en \'ironmental :illalysis as required by the ;-.; O:l00;;l1 

En\'iro:unentJ.i Polic: Act. \V:lS re'.:j;wed and evaluated against designaticn criter:a. The ~PS 
found !hat &I fT'.ilt!s vt' ~he ri\'e~ met the criteria for designation as a component of lhe National 

.Wild ood Scenic Rivt:~ S~ stem. 
. 

Daring the 45·d.1.Y public review of the NPS eligibility report and environmental 
assessment. cmd also Juring an additional? l ~day extended publi<.: review period, the NPS 
reported no objections. all supported designation of the Lumber River into the National Wlld 
and Scenic Rivers ·System. 

The 81 roUes of the Lumber River added to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System 
includes two reaches of the river. The upper reach extends from State Route 141211203 to the 
ScoriandIRobeson County lines. at the end of the Maxton Airport Swamp (22 miles) and the 
lower reach begins at Back Swamp and runs through the town of Fair Bluff and the city of 
Lumberton. to the North Carolina and South CaroHna border (59 miles). 

October 2 marks the 30th anniversary of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. The 
Act was passed to preserve, protect. and maintain certain free-flowing rivers and adjacent land 
for their outstanding, remarkable. natural, scenic, educational, geologIcal, recreational, historical, 
fish and wildlife. and cultural values. For the past 30 yean the Act has helped to safeguard 154 
rivers covering 10.764 miles of some of America's most precious waterways for their 
exceptional qualities and free~flowing conditions. 

;;These rivers are historical connections to our past and an important part or our future,-' 

said Babbitt. "They are a source of history and. adventure thnt represent many things for many 

peopl.... 
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LocaI effort;~Jt-pii 

will preserve 

Loess Hills, 

Babbitt says 

By MIchael Coleman 
JOt.mal1lalf WflhV 

ONAWA, !OWO) - Tho cffort 10 
preserve Ine LOC5S Hills mirTen 
\he long hike hilcrior Secretary 
3rtIGe Babbitt went on Saturcay 
;USI when you think the journey ii 
over, you see another hlll on the. 
hod?:cn. 

Babbitt ;;pen-js15 percent of his 
lime as sccreuuy (if [he :ntcrior 
\r;'\..eitng (nc \:Qun!ry. learr;ing I,jw 
icn;'tin :llUl listening to 1(~31 can
CCOl1L During hi' hr,"c through the 
Sylv:m Runkel Wilol;fe Preserve 
north MOn..wQ Babbitt 1..lked 
wilh t:ol'1~rY:ltil'lr!is!l; from !be :tr::a 
:\~.)U\ Ihe fulim:. of tne hills 3nd 
lc:arned ilbtlUr lhe I,Iniquc 
i!co$ystem. 

"h'j a[""ays amazinB locome 

(;UI on Iht lanI.J1cape and sec 
'",hu\ you read and people teU you 

~bout - iS3<:tuuliy therc," Babbitt 
rlc:ed as he s,tudied some hiuestcm 
jj:fass :lIang the !r<liJ. SI;OII MotHS 
cf Westfie~d, wno WOrll,S fcOhe 
klWU N;}!UfC COI'I!Cr'lf3Ilcy in 
:-:....nhwc$! low3. p<>lflted oUt 
v;lrimls j'l13nts and;l few iI'lJcc!!I a$ 
welL 

Ai\ the g,ol,ll1 c f 20 hil(l:d on, 

BQbbitt t;}!ked aOO!lt how !.be 

rlltUrO of the prl!!l:ervc and lhe 

L.oess Hills in generaJUt's witb 

;oc~l efforts . 

. 'Illere hOlt been somc diJl:uniol'i 

;;( IUN\lni :he hills into a nationd 
;J~rk,'t.l.nd Slate $-tn. SIc...c H~'\'$en, 
D,Swu;\ Cily, pruposed Itl'C$olu· 
:i:m urging Ihe fedetal government 
:0 cstablish OtiC in {be region dur
int the !as! I¢gislative seuion in 
De:s Moines. In the end, a ptmel 

Broce 8.lbbM, Irom certer, hikes In the Loe" HiUs near Onawa, 
Iowa. With 8abbitt are s....nne Hklk.,. of Omaha and Scott Moah 
of Wei$ttiald, Iowa. both from the Nature COnS8f\1ar:cy, . 

""fI~ e~'1'lhli(jJ«l to "HId), h!1w to 
rrn1ec! the ru~1!-"II1;lt!J 

l1ie hiker>; _can inlo It u 
,~tctpcning liilllu keep their 
o:.lancc. AI thll (Up d J mlge. 
guide Tom Br.lc&g-cr ~:oP$ .,0 
-itraggl¢l"s elln- calch un. 

··'111C import;!.!,! thin!: tlll!I!" 
rninl i\ In gel ihe lm::1J COl1lltmn il 'f 
involved," l);'th(1ilt st'lid, "·111<.: 
,I hi 1U1'lIt Sl~ttJ$- i.s if! Ihe: h(md:. of . 
SEE LOESS HILLS 
cOf'!lInutd on peg. A3 
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in the hills Sc.:r 

~of"l-ona County Conservalion Director TOD, lhe loess Hills:, Listening ~ s..alttMi Hlcka, 01 Ih'l 
Stu.cpr, right, lells u.s. Secretary of the Interior Nature Conservancy. {Slafl :j;Ihotos by Tim 
BtUc. 8.1bbltt ;9iOOUt turkey grass. a plant native to Hynds) 
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Io\va's very special hills 

• The natural wonderland on lowis Western border 

is a gift from ancient glaciers. 

O n this early 
Sunday 
morning, 

huudreds of bike 
riders and hikers in 
Onawa. Ia.. (pop. 
3.000). are either 
lacing up their shoes 
in preparation for 
the remainder of the 
Loess Hills Oi.scov. 
ery Tour or are :ltill 
resting up from Sat· 
urday's outings, For 
the thousands ot 10

,Wan'S who wish they 
. were there, remem
ber - miles of roads 

. 

"C..tsto,tS 

and all of October lie ahead. 
If "Discovery Tour" sounds inappropriate 

'for land ~ro more than 150 years ago, con
sider: Those tOO years represent just 1~t 
of their life. And discoveries ot significance 
haven't ~a&~ it was just 16 rears ago. that a 
.sh~yed hiker in the hills di.scovere<l a fem 

Hills national park 
~ 

that Wl1S then still unknown to the bot.uucal 
world, That sort of thing happens in our 
unique~ 

Loess sut wns formed when the :tlOl1Stet' 
glaciers that pushed down from the north 
ground rocks to tiny partietes. which were 
earried by gl~ial melt into the Missouri River 
tloodlllain. and carried then by wmerty winds 
and dumped at the edge of the huge river's 
valley. Ct!'nturies of shaping by 'l\ind and wa.
ters It!'ft hills so precipitous that there are 
pastures you can faU off of. 'I'bere are ridge . 
tops so dry and weU~ that they cany 
vegetation more typtcal of WeStern Nebr-aska. 
The dominant prairie grass is little biuestem. 
but its cousin the b-ig blue grows so taU that 
you can get lost in it 

Fire suppression has allowed N'!d cedar 
trees to invade the hills where proirie used to 
pr~ail, Th~ bur -oaks, however. can make a 
Ctl.":le tltat tht!'y belong. Some u..re a couple ce~ 
turie-s old, having survived the fires of long ago 
~ause thE'Y have a tough bark. Also their 

branches hang tow to the ground, ('JseQura~· 
in!!!: the grasses thai: could C::uTY flames to th~tr 
trunks, Bur oak savannas - ~tands \'.ith a 
tr~ CO'ler - are aI:",on~ chI'! tulls' !u~ ;:;pO(S, 

\Vhat most disttnctly sets these hjj:s apart 
are the c:u.steps. Some swear they're ole! game
trails. but the aCCep[M l'\"planuuon for the 
concentric terraces rinl{ing the hills is s.lip~ 

page of the oddball !~S ~d, To qUQte n. 198'; 
geology report: "Some inv~tigators have sug
ges~ that these ~ from animal tram;:oling, 
wlule others suggest that they are mi
crosiumps produced b)< shallow, successi....e 
failure of the loess. , . ,

If you buy th~ ~trampUng,. th~ry. you'll find 
plenty of potential trnmph~rs in th~ hills' his
tory. Among those that romp;M here in the 

long-ago were wooUy 
mammoths. reinde€"f 
al\d bison. Spedmens 
found in related 
stream d~posits show 
ground sloth., giant 
armadillo, w(lOdiand 
musk-<lx. giant bea
ver and a cameL And 
still out there today 
- although very 
l'll1'e'iy spott;M - are 
the prairie rattler (in 
the north), the Great 
Plains skink (south) 
and the ornate box 
turtle.' Explorers 
Lewis and Clark 

woo also left footprints in our hills - were 
pU2:tled by the "barking' squimlls" (prairie 
dogs) just acrooa the mer in Sebrnska. 

The hills. in short, are more than just the 
best remaining showcase of remnant Iowa 
prairies. They're a vast academic resource, a 
repository for secrets of grassland ecology, 
arehaeolog)', paleontology and American his
tory. They're a gift left behind by the glaciers 
as if to make amends ror otherwise messmg 
up the laitdscape. 

But those who today dig into this geologic 
treasure trove aren't after treasure. They want 
fUl dirt. O\u' Ih:ss flUls tOday ate UIlder sen· 

·OtiS attack. primarily from urban sprawl. That 
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:'ipra....-! has J..irl:'udy "ha\'erl the ItlUtops i)f th.:, 
(mnt rnr.;te >:'a:>t of CQuod! Bluffs a.nd Sioux 
City Once :;pr::twl ;}CCl'!eratt'S. it b..'t:"omes 
mot'l; and more 'iiifku1t to d'l.e("K .\nd wh~n 
tM b~t of t.~e hills ali! ,;;one, !><l\ing r:;e rest 
s~ms l~ss and: :ess imporutnt - Ul1til we have 
giw..n up an invaluable part of our her.ta~e. 

Local· SUpPDrt (or presel"\1nlot the hills is 
gro~i.ng, rmanctng the €ll.St!ments and cove
nants neeessary to ke-ep farmland in fannbnd. 
to protect pastures from the bulldozers ....ili 

; t.1ke nationai help - and is worthy of :ha.t 
help. Iowa has paid its share for the pre5e'rva
tion ofsignificant national lands: now it's ame 
for national attention to focus on Iowa.. ' 

The worthiness ot' thiS land for national. 
pmtection is as obvious as the need is great. ' 

Go take a look. The apple crop is ready. The 
grasses are golden. the hardwoods and 
sumacs are beckoning ....;th their first rurt3~ 
dOllS touches ofC{)ioration. The Iuilsare all"'e. 

" ,!.,-
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Babbitt: 

Protect 

-Loess 

Hills 

• The Interior chief. 

3wed by the area's 

beautv, savs action 

is up to I.>wans. 


By CHABUS 8ULLARD 

IU',I'tr~ 'Inn W1l:\TU 


Onawa., I:L - After a nOl,. 

wtndy, two-nour hike through 

Iowa's Loess HilI.s, U,S, [nterior 

Secretary Bruce Babbitt llaJd 

the [ce Age bluffs along the 
Missouri River deserve preser· 

vatiot\ (or future generations. 


"There's no)thtng uke it any~ 

where,~ h<t Sl\id. ~ll'S a remark· 

ai:I!e place," 


Babbitt stopped short of en-

dOfSing a prQPOsa1 to give !Va.

tiona! Park status to tM area. 

But he said. "It oUght to be 


, pr'ot~ted.~ 

"'This is a national trei\Sure,~ 
said Babbitt, who hiked more 
than three roUes aiofla the 
prairie-dad. knite-.edgedndge:s

of Sylvan Bwel State Pte

Si!l'Ve overlOOking the flood

p-lain or the: Mlswuri River, 


Babbitt came to 1'owa for the 

Loess Hills Oi,cQvery Tout, a 

t wfHiay bkycle ride through 

).tonona County sponsored by 

The D~ Moines Regi.sut and 

the Onawa Chamber of 

Commerce, 


Babbitt did not Join the 400 
bikers who rode 40 mile! Sa,t.. 
urday undet cloudless blue 
skiell, but he spoke to litem at 
Preparation Canyon State Part< 
near Moornead, 

mstead of !ookmg at, tht 
Loess Hillil :rom a btke seat, 
Babbitt cnos.e to stride through 
the waving prairit: grasses that 
cloak their high ridges. 

Babbitt W3.'i aceomparued by 
severa! .iozen Iowans who 

1"1)\:1;1 :..tKt' '1) it,"1:!" rh~ Lv .. ,,!> :ilLs 
pre-:>-er.'eu :11:!" ,,,!;!"m,,,,J (;l$c,"l.l.tt'd hv 
the '...·Hi(> " :1..'1e;': >}f fmul'Ie plants :.~ 
w:t.<; shown ')n f;J0 £\fl:!1UO'IS tuke, 

"7h;l(,~ . r,t' \no'lt ::nPI"!:'SSIV", 1"r:u" 
n", pte:ii'fYI!' ['no ~~~",n lfl Fivwhere :n 
the L'ruted ::irates: he :irud. 'l've 
b"en to the Lo.-ss Hills befort, bin I 
ha.d :10 irleJ rht're was this much ,)f;l 
{iill--srass pr:lll1t sua httfe.· 

B;Jo!;mt Jlso ..... ;15 l.'TIOfesseC oy !he 
\iews nut :lCr0s5 (he \[issoun Rlve'r 
:loodplrun frl)m (M ~OO-foot·hllSh 
ntlges 0\ the ;'.;.;:ss Hills. 

'\\.'hen we were up there :n the 
middle Q( thl.! h.I..a$, you ('oWd be on a 
v. ..~tern landscape. You could look 
dear to thtt hQr.zo(t,· he :laid. 

-It's a l<tn;:el)! in{J.c~ t'Cosys::em that 
5tUl looks like whln L.twis and C1Mk 
:nil}ht have seen I;cmin~ throtll!h 
ht'~ 194 years a~o.~ Babbitt ~a.j{t 
"Theft just are virtually none of 
these areas lett in MlddJe Amenca.• 

The lntenor secretatY compared 
the Loe!Is H.iU5 to the FUnt Hills of 
Kansas, which reeently became a 
national park. 

-In terms of me and eeolagkal 
Importance, rd say this ranks right 
up there with the f'Unt Hills,· he satd.. 

AltMugh tnt! Loes1 IiilJ.s do not 
have the alpine grandeur of 
Yosemite Nauonal Park ortbe So::eNC 
splendor ot Gratld Canyon National 
Park. Babbitt said they are the 
eqWVll!ent or those landscapes. 

~1n the last century, we've come to 
understand that nature is really a lot 
more t.Iw\ ju.st alpine S«l'!etY: he 
said.. ~ is more diversity of tife 
in the Great P1ains by rar than there 
is .. 1M llocky Mo\llltW!1O. 

"'nlese 5y$tems bave their own 
unique' quality and beauty which is 
eve" bit the tqua! Q( what you $te in 
the Rodey MQuntain& But it doe:!: 
require u.s to stop, to let It sink in. to 
look at the detail. to undersWld LI\e 
nat:utti history"~ 

The Loess HWs were created after 
the lIastlCfi Age, when rock panicles 
that had been grotmd aa fine as flour 
by the gLadtH'3 were blovm imo 
dunet on the eastern bw of the 
~ that eventually became 
the M.isaouri River. 

'"T'his i.'f, really iWure at ib best 
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:1.'1-0 most Iowans aren't ':'\'~n aw:uiO' 
tha( t."e~':; thiS kl.1C. i)f r~!:icur(~ 1}Il{ 
ht!'re: BabbItt wd.•[':n h';re to ~ay, 
-Look. you've really gor $offittthlng, 
wonderful' • 

The tntl:rior secretary said the 
Loess Hills art! "one Qf the best-kept 
secrets j'veever seen. This is.1(e~y 
magnifiC1'!nt.asset. 'iou need to s~ 
it. ~ 

But Babbitt said it is not hIS place 
U) aCvtX:alt!' p.ational park status for 
the I.oes$ HU13, which stretch 200' 
miles from Sioux CitY in tne r.orttt to 
St. Joseph, ~{L in the !.Iouth. 

The impetuS must ;:ome fr1>m 
lQwans and their ;:ongressional del
egation,. hE said. 

'"The important thing that Iowans 
need to do Is think and discus!.I and 
debate and look: at all the options,~ 
said Babbitt. -rh<!ti ~ a lot of 
model:5 around th~ country for how 
it is you protect places Uke thi! and 
make thE!'m avada.ble for pubUc use.' 

,~ation31 park statuS is: Only one?f 
Se\'€rai p<lssibilities. he said, 

~I'm net here to propose a modeL ~ 
Babbitt said. arm her(' to say, "This is 
really tmponant You re:uly ougllt to , 
have a discussion_ rt really ought to 
be preserved and prote<:ted tor fu
ture generatloos: ~ 

Babbitt md: "'The important ques· 
tiQn for Iowans to discuss is to lo'ok 
ahead 100 years and say. ·Do we 
want our children tn see the mQun· 
tams of Iowa as a :noonscape of 
gravel pits and su!x1MstOrts, or do 
we want Our grandct'Jidnm to see 
this landseape tnat is nenrt' Once we 
reach Ii consensus thal we oUght to 
prestrve a really SUbStantial pOrtlCn 
of Uus, then you get to tl'Ie institu
~ooaI qu~stion.~ , 

Most of th~ ~ Hills area is 1Il 

private hands, and farming IS com· 
mon. But Babbttt said national-park 
status is not out of the question.: 
Much of Ftint Hills NatlonBJ Park it 
privab'lly owned; and "the Nationq 
Park SeMC'e is there 3.'i an inte-rp~ 
tative partner, That's all. Th~ Sac: 
tiona! Pad ServiCe i.$ not a big tand~ 
·ownerthere,~ . 

But Babbitt md farmers in thi 
f..oess Hills would haw to be willing' 
to grant conservation easements, in 
return for arumal payments. 50 that 
the fragil~ hills could be preserved. 
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Ten years ago, wildfires raged across Yellowstone National 


Park. and the nation debated the wisdom of the Park Service's 


"natural'fire" policy. Today Yellowstone rises from its ashes: 


alive, well. and in many places. thriving. ay .11M ROa.INS 


The Hlmmcr of 1988 w;u. a W!un rhe firts startrd. (her ww~ Of.iingt tht nur, tntn nllfur-:'dlow, 
Hung~ time .for Wt,ltntL for .hl! most plTt ..J[o\\-ed m bum, in Omlno\fi ounge glQWs tit up tnt nori
Thund(urorm after thundu l<teptng with the p.uk'~ Fr.ilosophr of zon at nighe TP,J(~J;),iid$ of wt,iiry. 

storm s.l.iit'd OI,troU the Yl'llowstont I"'tunl m,lnOlgtmtnt. Sut b;.' the end of soot.factd fittfignH"U, In ydIQ\O.-.a.rH.i. 
PLma\.!. but initt.id of droppmg f;lin ~ht summtr [at;' hi.d l$$umto ;t (ury grt'tn uniforms and :>t!lQW hud hm. 
.1$ the" usullk do, thl! storms brought fOit bt:vond whu' OIn"'"t: h~d prtdicud, (umbltd up and dl)wft park .oa.ds . 
high' wind,' HId little moisture. .nd it' w~s h.nd to 'uv which dir«tlofl Sy Octobn 25,000 fu"dlghttn. 
Lig.h.tning Stt fire to ;l hn ..hcapt thtT would go. ''Tnl!'momntnt of tnt indudlng 4,000 milituy person nt !' 
parcMnf by 5t\'rr..1 :'urs of drought, fires \\-.n not be conrroHtd hv \fi but had pitchtd in. Slufry bombcn 
Tht fim 'tlrl' of tnt "titr in Ytllow~ - by the Big Gu:' upm:irs:' ;iiid Ttd dron~d ovrmud, dto?ping red doud! 

itent ~..ti<::na; P~rk h:gan un Mar U. Sdni,-inden, thtn Mont.:m.'l'~ governor. of ntt' rt'Utdant out d :htif sthr bd· 
Whilt {ht !ittS burned. it felt ,15 if the lirs ,md OntO the ilMnt),B;' August mort th.m 50 ~pamt fift, 
wGrld Wl!fCO n6r in wo. The ~\lmmtrweft burning. ,uld .a; ther burnrd into 
sk... w~s fiUtd with smOkt. md it ~c:tdcnt anotna tht:' i>tc..mt tight huge: 
likco ~ wtnd·driHn kJltldos(opl.',firt complt<n. 
codipsing thl! sun ,iind producing light 
th;Jt W~$ fwili!J:ht-gr:n' ont mimHt". 

http:initt.id


0r1~ J.lr',; :-.!~:":L J.(t'; .:-. [.~,~ r..rk. ! 
, , " 

WJ::tl~..! In ~"':~<' l;':~:: I ;(1,'n 1)1 

rfJlf!~ :'!~~. "\'f1;Ff~J b~' :;,,~ 'Hn,L 
:ll)win,o: ..:r(: ~vl!lr,..: ,,;r.h} ::1:1,'1;:-t 
1I'.t{t!. io/l.:.I,'. l~i ;h(' ,'am';H:n of (ht 
l.tnd n .... JI+: 4~ !J-S[ ,is J deer ,0u!.1 run. 

do"'n ~ J,"m. up ;ht orhn 5idt, Jnd 

1)1'(, rht tun. 11ii' onl\' {h4..0..: thH 

bw!o:e ,hr uniform)c:> ~f rhe-fir-f'5 

mO'-nr,ent Wi" In c.;;;u;o(',ai >t.1nd of 

[tttS. aJ;\t" JnJ ..:!tJ,:L ;!J:herd in thi' 

bottom of j -:lw... F:r:'tkhttts call a 

group 01 Jea,~ trees ~ jJckpct. When J. 


fire hits_ tnt j.1.:kro( ....xp!oJtS ir:.1 roar 

of tlJme J.nJ ,p.1rks, like a RomJn 

'::J:1J!o!", 


Once .I rCrtH fin re;j,che$ (ririe'll 

rt;.U$, ir ~'corr:es J. kind. of !'erpet·,;al. 

motion m;j,ehinc, Hh:king in c~emen· 


dous .Imounts of oxygen to fuel iadr' 

.1nd in the pro.:ess ,reJting I(S own 
w,ndscotrn, Thu( !Ire~ >impl.~· rook 
OHr tho:: pJr\.;, ·W("·re in conditioru 
thC"~' hJwm't W:'"ltren tile ~ulcs foc" ~ilid 
S'.lp<rinlend~n( !~b &r~t. FinJ:lv. in 
No\·",mber, rain And "now came,-Jnd 
the fires ,t... d, The IJ4>( tift'S w~re extm
,f.lisheJ 0';; S:wember ll:l. 

For J whdt, tht' smoiderin£ Yellow* 
HOnt !.H\ds':Jpt WJS posup~calrptle. 
The ~Jrrh looked in pbCo!"5 as if It were 
,::oWftd With hot rat. :md in )'.Ime ,lfe~ 
.u lit ';15 the tve .::ould :let' a foru[ of 

trees had. b... e~ tranf.fotmed into giant black match· 

sticks ShICk in ,he scorched canh-motdv burned 

lodgepole' pinu, the dornin;,mt 
tree l?tcie!. in the patk, But 
,ctds of renewal lay within the 
bla-eknt'Ss. 

ThcH, days Yd;(}wstone is a 
.1umaricaHY different pl.tc~. It 
hasn't remtntd to prtfire condi*' 
ttOM-that win take more dun 
a cenwry-bue th~ only obvious 
evidence of the fire It tht tr~ti 
dw: rctmin blackened. Acre afttr 
.1.e« of dtad fomt still nanm
and might stand for two or thetc 
dec-adot$. though black UCe~ cr~h 
to (nt ground with c ..ch wind· 
$CQrm. Ofsome 2.2 million ..<ru 
in lnd ~'round tht p.Hk •• little! 
more than a rhird \+'uc afftcud 

by the tirts-mw[y 794,000 JCrt)-, Only .tbQUe [,400 
Jcres wert buened severely enough to wipt out .tJI life, 

Wildftrt IS .1 cJ.pri':ious pas .It deux between fin: and 
wtnd. It skIps across the l;)nd~cape. creating .1 mosai;::, a 

pJt.::h\\·O)r\'; .it·purn,·,{ Jll,j r-,t(;,· ;"m:',,'.1 Ill,: ·.mh.!.,.,,'1 
Me.h..wd ,h., riM,", th,): 11,':,' ;:.'t ;'u;:-.,·,j .,·n,' h I 

..0ur'~ 'It'r<.·nc...·,Ii, Th" !'lJ~<TP;" ;,m,:) til,l.f JI,'d. :;;r 
imun..:e. 1dt: J k'~"C:' u( .o:rvllnnu" -:Qra:~. "Th-I;'\' blo~. 
k.)m tikI;' ~ ript t<hl;' ,mJ ':f'I;'W our ,ht"r >...e":~'ln (he 

wind." ,'\}'Llin) SIn'" S<t!Jdt. ]. tire
ti~hCet, "R,hfl ru,h<" the ,~",J5 ima rht 
].);", ,111d ,ll~) ,d"',IH'~ r:utri<'nf$," !,., 
mJ,t';' pl.t;~j, loJg"f'L'[c PI::,''> Jrt 

("~rowln..:: .l[ ,I Llf< of 280.000 "'d. 
lirgs J(I ~crc. .:)1)",<, ((¢Cj b.nn "f tho: 
"'~s pl<lnted b,I' the flUS ot 1')88 "n; 
r,o"" mort' [h.m ;i., I;'~f ,;;11. 

\\,i:Jfiu, teJiHrib\.:t>: bmk.;\c.l.l 
IH:jlth. in the E.m, wher-r rhi' ,:';-l'.Ji* 
(lUtlS Jrt W~L nUU"Ltnr rt'':,\'Clin~ t.lb:s 
place through d~compo~ition, In the 

. :¢mi.lrid \\'e~t, how('\,(r, I~re plan the 
ptlm:try role of teru~ning planu to .he r-Jrth', Tht 
Ihmt5 of Yel.!owston( lumed the lodgepu!': pln($ Jnc 
0thrr >"t"gt"tatlon Into usablt forms of potluiwrn .Ind 
phosphorus-the .::o:n of'the reJlm. I.!ltimatelr, for 
;lm~~t all species in ,he park, Th~' >pring "tier th~ fire. 
rernhztd g("$S~$ uuptd lrom (nt' t-urn~c ground .In.! 
grotw as high .IS .1n dk's belly. while- \·<:Ilow ,unica,
mo~nt:lin hollr!vx:k. and ocearo »t" bbe 'luptne <'.tpiod
<';1 m ~he burned mudow~, "I .....~~ hiking on rhe (;;$t 

1!de or ::he PJ.rk• .Ina I .ao into mou(lt.ltn ho!lvhock." 
uys John VJrler. the patk'~ .:hicr sl':itntls.[, 'TI'C betn 
here twenty years . .1nd 1'.'e nH'tr stetl .1 >in-.;le one. 
Then W<ll a hillsiae c(wued with thtir 1;"e:1Jer 
blooms_$¢ ma.nv of them it was (00 ,hick to walk 
t~r?ug~," lin.:b' W,}!I,II:(", a p!;ur ecologist Jt the 
Un!~etS!fy of Oldahorna w~o has bte-n stud~'ing the 
pa.rk s graislands $1(\("(" the hrn. S.lVS (n..( for the first 
tnr("e yean thert W;\'S 50 percent' more fora.ge th_in 
befou the fire, though rhat numtx:r h,\! Jwindl~d as 
the nurrim£5 have bun exhausted. . 

Thc pora5SLum and phosphQtus JJso' -pulsed mrough 
strtams .and !lverS in the park. Nutrients and org:lf1:c 
r.ucur boo~tcd dte production of d'.(" insecu Jnd .llgae 
that form the :mis of [he food eh..in, In Jadiciofl, <I. 

large rtumo<:r of trees ..md other Jebril ftll or waslud 
into tnt bigger jtream~. do,:"ing the tlows and C(c.mus
pools wnete ioseen brttd .nd fish thrive . 

After the fires, light found ,its w;j,r to pJm of tht 
park for the first time in etncurie), Lodgr-polt' rims, 
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t.hi,:n ':<.11':«".1 m<J~r >.If 'l~·lI<)w~f...m~·, .Itt ,1) )Io!"ht J~ 

td"rh..:q",l' r,~ks ,Ird sfeW ~() .:lme {<)J:!¢t!,,-r rh,·y'"", 
..:.1111.'..1 do:?h,lir. Thdr .;,m\Jp~· ,:re.u<,~ ,1 Sio!o~:.:,!l ,im'n 
on Ih~ tOtrJ>.t.,1100r, \\'"he:t th.. Y~lluw,ton~ :JnDp~' 
bmn\,d uff. it upen.:d upr!;e 1.l~ds':JF'~ (0 n~w ~':01o~i
,:.11 f'()Hlbil;t;r~ . ..\ ~re:lt de.]! more sunlt:s~.t r~'1l ,m (he. 
.:ro.:,·b, ~".js;n'S W,l(fr ('-'mr<.'r.lwrc~ .md i:h'~,,>:ng tb: 
"niu .•llr ,)f .j.~J(,. on I!.hKn :rm~..:t,. t~d. Angla~ fw,t' 
n'porttJ ffi0r.. JI"j bj~gt'r [;~h ~m(l' (ht' tlttS, rhQ:,"~h 

no toraHl $tudie1 h;1\e new dent'. 
G. \\'$o!' ,\imsh.aIL J ';lreJ,m e':Qlo~;sr .it Lhho Stare 

\.:nivcn;tv in PO(Ju!lQ. 5J.','5 th" .lmc~nt 0:' Jebds in 
th ... jtrea~s from o(lrned 'tre\!~ will :nat\ut ()\'et the' 
ne_u qUdrt..r·.:tnturJ". whi..:h will in.:n:il$t' rh( pooling 
.. rft'ct JnJ. )ubsc'-1ucnt1y. the number of fish. "But no 
one realk knows for ~llr<':' he ":JU[iOIl5. "No one h,u 

. ,'n'r look'f!J: bC'I'ond J ,'e"t or so." 
There .lr( ;\I~~n winr.l'fS .lOa Icst"':'s in J tift', CJvif'.·~ 

n.. ~[!o~ t'ird~-~",k oh.l(oi:ds, "'-'Oodpeckw of~!l 
kinds-have done well in (he pOlt.fir~ p.ult. Dot 
ornithologist recall('d <oming to tht- p,uk in 1989 to 

hunt for rhRt.rotd tI-'Oodptd:.en. He hAd. seen iUlt ont 
In his life. On that da1,' he ~aw ZOo 

Grizzly b(;,HS havt had. gains -and !o~Jes. Whltebark 
pines. "n important source of nurs in the puhlbtrna
tion months. wtrt hit hard. Buc Important plants ~uch 
JS spring ~auti~s ana bi$cuit root ha~e thrived, • .I.,nd 
Jnt.s. J.uo importJnt to beJrs. 
.. re (~pecttd to tnri\'( ;u ,,
burned timbu faUs to tht 
ground ,Ina gh"t:s them mort
plues to Ii,~. 

Among the !O$t-f$ in tht" 
£'ir~s' ,.(t.:rm.nh .lr~ Yellow
~tone's 	moos~, The amrnals 
winurd in old'~fOwth lodge
pole forem, e:.l.ting subalpine 
t'ir sJ'p(in!~s and M!l:dlings that 
~row in th~ \.lndentary, But 
the fire wlpea out the saplings: 
and sudltngs: along wiJh the 
undentory. This lou has hit 

{he moo~~' f'-'td,Hion huJ. A. In,Ill;·.1'> lull th" rfhh"<.' 

In tn... :;..)({n(,rrl F'.lft Qf the p.uk hJW Ji<!J ~In.;:c 1';:3-$, 
"::;')11:'<' of rh<'m ~;r:nFI\' ~(Jrr('d J.ti:u th~ t!re~," \.1n D.tn 
T\·ers,·.l ~iu!o~i)t wh~ (onJu(t.:J 1 nl.OQ,~ ~tud\' 10f th ... 
L:.S. For,'S[ *Sen'ic(. "Some I.lt chern mov'ed inco 
m.1rginll hJl:-irat 10 orh<'r 1'1,1':':,:' 

Ytllow~to:1e is tm:quc ;£1 (,",at ;t ;'fo\'iJcs .Jne- I}f th~ 
f!w :a:~e"un.1i)tJ.r::;eJ p:JCC~ tv ,ttld;' th" bn~~,~o:l
"ffe-:u 0f tIres. fn 1972 fhe ;0,nion,ll P.:rk San.;;c 
,\Jupud a "'naturJllire" poL..:;- ,1S pJn or' .1n ,)<'(nll 
Jeci~!on to J.Jlow !UJure \0 takt in ,;-oUfSC b ~0:<JIl,'J 

10 ,\.Cl.1. model of fire llJpPf~~~iQn-p'H uut .\1: fifes 
br 10 i.:'L the J;;r ..fter the\' stJrw.i-:'lJd ,)<tuJlIv 
~Jd~ the firt sim;tion won~, !n the Jb~en(e lit" tir~. 
dead lodgepole pines had fall~n among otner dllsdy. 
~pacl:d trees. dnd when a fire $taru-d. ;t dtmbed the 
t....Uen timber;" to rile fort'S( cano'pr' ~omuming (:u more 
J..:rC.lge th.:t.'1 Ir 'would ha...e if flu hJd ban ..1Iowt.1 [0 

dean our (he debti$ periodica,)ly, ' 
The natun.l.rlre policY' munt letting lightning

{',"IUSI'd fitts burn, although they wert con~rolltd or 
m?ptHsed if thq tnreattned hum;m lite Of prl"Jte 
pmperf)o·. Aliowlng :hese fires to burn r~mc\'ed tn-e fuel, 
and stunulaud growth. And park officials did not iet 
every fire burn; [her tried to put OUt manmade fires. 

This policy W.1~ ;; near-casualty of the 19BB i~m. 
The next y..ar the Park Sen-'ic~ iuspendd trer~' tire 

plw in ,he country" The p:ans 
---,' 	 wue rewritten..md nQw. 10 

Jean beer. the polk:' of 
,allowing natural !ires m the 
puks has fl:tutntd-though 
it c.alb for mor-e elution under 
(o:'ttain cQndirions: t~pei:ult~ 
ntar developed areas. 

"After ttn years m~' view is 
that this place took [hes~ fires,I 
In mlde t'colo-glcail~<," \ ',.dey 
uys, "JUH ;u if (hey wtre a 
n:mmer'tiumdeuhowt-f t'"M
log through. Just 15 it'! sup
po~td to happen." ". 

1 . 
," 	 1 
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BjllRUCIlIlAlllll1T 
CATA.RAL~CREEK, MONTANA-It is 

late marnitlB. tb~ last day cl.&l.d'.Nllef. I llll\ 
hiking througb Glacier Nalionll r~k. in 
search of iU:narnillUke. So fv. in vain. 

Of CDUtse, all gJaaua move-DYer geo~ 
tagif: tune: But dW'ing the lut 100 centu"ri. the tempe.talute ros.e f;utetlt in thl$ 
nne, eroding 'ro"- ollbr: park'5 81acial area. 
d.liv~ by 10.gf the bonest y.at1 on recol'1i 
Are glaciers-Earth', gonbou$es eI con
derued wal.el"-shrinkin, wua.turally lw~ 
1/.$ CUlitodi.l.n of~, tm.l que.stion haWl\5 
Ille, leads lIlt higher. 

Jo'ot!owuig maps to "the fOOl or GnnileU 
Glwer,N 1 find only barren dry rock. A 
.sign reads: Tbe ~~ here ia 
19n 

By' then the industrjal age WQ su: 
decades old. Factories bUrned ooa1 ..\ an 
wlpTecedt'flled nle. lieru")' fo'ord \lim,lll 
&OOtI begin R}Jl8S prl.lduclWn of tbe Model T. 
whose mlet~ oombusUun engine would 
revo!utill,niu the world_and iu need ta 
bum oil. Atmospheric carbQn ~ had 
increased 11> parts per I1UIlioD (ppm), 
temperatmes rose.2 degrees. 

QalclrinB my blealh. I continue up. 
where the air is thinner. Yet the carbon 
dm:l1de Ipewed up oYet Chattel Dickens' 
London and spread around the Euth nil! 
hoven above. We cannot see, fee-I. smell. 
~ or seust thest': ~ase.I. So wtu;t do 
1heymean? 

A tcientiflc CtlRS.enstJ.:I. mCluding Nobel 
Priu winnen, concluded lhal glubal 
warmmg it underway, and "tbe bilmce of 
evidence sugse.sLs iii disel!!rmbic hwnan 
influel1ce.~ 

I dnnil from my canwen at the next Sigll' 
TM jIiaii,., rttathed h.~e in 1937, By then 
humaN had roncltntraled »nulher IS ppm 
Df carbon dioxide. Temperatures llleasureti 
57,0 degreoo..5 botter than 19)1 

The "cicCltifk COO)!lctio.n reGU on a 
p.roved fwndatiml: AlmQ8pbt:tic layers uf 

g~ ( ....ater vapor. methane, nitrous tV:lde 
and carboo' ditWde) let in .sunlight then 
trap hut, mUC'h IJke car Window:; TroublL' 
comes when buma:ru artllkiaUy pump up 
Ule vulume w unnatural levels Cllncen, 
tnuns carbon dtl:Wde ..thickens lh.: glus"" 
to trap OWrl': be.. t. To do nothing is to !;!'3V\t 
children and grandcbildren lOcked in a car 
00 a hntday wilh the windowaseaied tight 

t wipe sweat (rom my face at the niUt 
!Oign. The gladu rear.hed here in 1968. hy 
then' hwnanity conccntr,iled anuther J5 
ppm of c..rLon ditWde; '&rlh mlf!ilSlU'ed 
5')'.2 degret'S, _3 degrees hotter tlHl.n 1931. 
Call we "crack open the windows" 10 time1 
l.ooking aroUCld. J koow it was eiiSter w 
protect Glacier Natiooal.Park {rum logg106 
or·de"elapmeut than It will be la swp itl 
glacier. from $hrinltin¥. Ca.n. we ·'think 
glob;ll • .act local" re-g.uding climate 
change? 

No. Bul we can lovert the stogOllj lu lhink 
about wbat we may jose locaUY.lben ut at 
a gtubal formI<. That lorum 1:ometI in 
Kyotu, Japan, seVen week. hence, where 
165 rnniuru; will I.1'y to reach :agr«ment on 
hinding targtU 0l11d timetables la reduce 
emi,s.sions. 

Anolher aJO ftet higber, anothe-r sign: 
Th,r gbu:in' ww: /me in 1979. In one decade, 
human$ added 15 ppm {)f carbon ditWdc; 
Earth's temperature- hit 57.4. anulner .2: 
de:grna hotter. 

How we reach those eRl.i..i$ons targets 
eM he madet~based. 19»' example, the 
Environmental ftotecllOn Agency'sf:mis· 
Slom-permit tnu:Ilng system IS re-ducillg 
add rain 3O~ f1il&ter Hum e~led. at lOS 
of the projected cost Rewarding effiCIency 
$pUR new let:hnology. gro.,th iJIld )otis 
around the world. 

But i.ndtu-try undc.reslimates iu own 
capacity_ Faemg t'nvironmenl.al chal· 
lenges-dean air. unlnded fuel. acid·fret! 
ram, ozone wtUlOut Freon- multinational 
corporatians band lDgelher like a Creek 
ctmtWi to predict fOb losses, ~i1l8 fuel 
prices. ectl1ID:mic doom. The lots of Styro
(aam cups wade WIth cblufoflUlll'pCarOOJl$, 
they once wanled', meant the end of 
civiliuoon, 

Just as tobacco cnmJliirue.a hired Huien_ 
lh:;ts" in white lab coati to $!!Sure dlllrdtlHl 
do not causr. e;mcltr. mdustries (wilh 

llolaW" oceptions lik(' OM llnd llmish 

Pelrruewn j shvwcase ill~house "skeptICS 

for rue·' to crt-oak! tbe :iUusum of sclnHlfic 

I.lHcertoUnt)'. 'Their $13,w.linm ad cam· 

p"tgn argue» that the U.S. must do 00lhin& 

until matched by ("(lumnea; hl~ Ni{::eria 

(fI"floa) per cap-Ita. inwme, $-S9!)) iK &0
gbdesh {U24} who emil )0 tOfU of cubon 

ditUide lu every SIX} trot« the U.S. 


'l'he glAcier appe.as aheild. I cut the 

dlst.aru::e in hall, Another deeadl~, almlher 

15 ppm (If carbon dlODue By 1989, Earth's 

lemperature fOlIC .2 degrees. Ul 576 t"a.llt· 

euheiL I 

But ill 1989. the. U,S. signed the Mo.lltteiU 

l'rutol'ill which phased out the U$e Clf 

(Izone dei>!.royltlg h'eoll and ebinrofloofOO

parboIlS Led by indWlI.ruLI 1)3tiaru; and 
followed by deVUlvlfl8 countries. it was 111; 

huge succt'u. a model ror Kyoto. 
I check my watch. Noon. Last year 


Ellrth averagNt 57,~ degrees, or 1 G degrees 

holter than III IB60, AUllO\iVM:rir.: ColUMn 

ruOXlde 1I0W measures 3tiO pp-m; thaI's; 30% 

higher thm at the ~tilrt of the induslJ'ial 

~ra. hlgher. in fact, than m the past 100.000 

yeatS:_ In lulf a century. tbat eould double_ 


My ~hlrt is damp. The glacu~( is: melting 
before my e'Y('.s. floWing to the seA, drop by ,,drop. A sign; In 2il3tl theu glGnut m4lf be 

g<lne. 


No one assert. mankmd alone e<i1IJ>Cd Ice 
 ,glacten Lo melt and lin levels to .fbe up to ,
10 inrhes this century. But we bave 

undeniably created conwtiuos Ihat aCC4!t

erate the proct'$$, Recall Lhe Bock e( Job, 
where tbe Creator spake out vi the whirl· 
winrl aHer Job's suIfermg, dt'mandmg. 

When: wne VOl! w/um I pLmnt-d tb.e 
Earth? 

When I doled lhl UQ with barrin"r and 
stt itt boulW.tuYs . . ' 

11am Jl4U J:een. UJheT~ the mcw 1.1: Uortll 
Qr mrited tht' ,sloTimouttol h1Jil. 

Wh~h 1 Uq,I Icr tM da" vI fnrtlT, 1M 
::lfinal hours 01 ihe: W61Ut! 

As we rt'hIIl the sea's boullllarw's am.l 

liquidate' gla~4I1 slmchuuscs, tillS J.lilSSAge 


·is nQt a. pf{lph~$y II! doum. tJul a e.t.Il for 

hllrniiily. It. all for actio!" It. r.:,dJ at this 

moment ill geo.luglc time 


Bru£t: tJd.bdl ;.l tlw U"rTd4ry aJ 'he 
Inierwr. "", ,. 

" 
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Office of the Secretary -. Contact: :Vlike Gauldin 
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Yellowstone Bison Body Count Continues to Climb 

flarsh willter, shooting by ,1,lonlalla state riflemen 
claim almost lWtJ..thi,ds of nation. 's last wild, bison herd 

Nearly half of the bison herd that roamed Yellowstone National Park have died so far as a result 
of the twin onslaughts ofa harsh winter and the state of Montana's controversial policy of shooting 
bison which venture out of the park searching for food, 

The Yellowstone Herd induded an estimated 3200·3500 animals at the beginning of the winter 
season. but this week only an estimated 1300-1500 surviving bison could be accounted for based on an 
aerial survey 'earlier this week ofihe park and adjacent National Forest land, So far this winter l,OS9 
bison, about a third of the original herd, has been sent to slaughterhouses or shot by Montana state ' 
riflemen, 

Montana has reported killing about 100 bison on public and private land ~nce February 26, when 
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt sent the Governor ofMontana a letter urging him to StOP the killing and 
work together to identify immediate solutions aimed at saving'the bison, 

"This needless and UMecessary shooting ofYe!1owstone bison must stop now," said Babbitt. 
"The continued killing of bison by the State of Montana is threatening the future of America's free 
roaming wild herd." 

The bison at Yellowstone is the last remnant of the free· roaming wild herd of the American west, 
.a national symbol oftne nation's eommitment to conservation, The unusually severe Winter has driven a 
number ofbison outside the boundarY ofYeUowstone in search offaod, When bison roam outside of the ' 
park area. they are ordered shot by the Stilte of Montana, 

"The unacceptable killing ofbison must stop. Between the ice and snow and w~at's left of the 

harsh winter weather yet to come. and the continued killing by Montana, there is cause for serious 

concerns ofjust how many bison"will survive," said Babbitt. 


To dale there are no documented findings or cases of cattle contracting brucellosis from bison in 

tlie wild, Although elk and bison both Can carry brucellosis, Montana allows elk to roam'ITee, 
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BISON & BRUCELLOSIS 

IN THE GREATER YELLOWSTONE AREA 


Scientific Background 


Bison funq~mti.!b: ;'\1ore than 30 rrulliorfwud and free-ranging bison (J:lli.Q,n!:ii.srul) once reamed the West. 
Yet b~' : 90:: on:~ a 're~ popuJarion of 13 \\ild bison remained in Yellowsl0ne National Park That \elI. 
bison \\e:e translocated f~om'domestlCaied nerds in Montana and Texas to Yellowstone These 31ld the 
:e:natmr.g arumJ.ls forr;,ec lhe foundanon fOf the cutten! wild bison population found lfI the Crtited Sta:es. 

YeUowstone ~atlOnal Park is a harsh winter en"ironment for bison, Cold is not a major concern because -bison 
thennoregulate. 10 addition. hot springs and other thermai fearures aid their survivaL Ho",e\-er, one of the most 
sIgnificant challenges for bison in Yellowstone is deep snow_ Bison have s3\'ed thett ene,rgy by uSing plowed 
roads and compacted snowmobile rrails that facilitate their travels especlally to' ","inter range, These et:lergy 
'Savings a."1d easier access to winter range, over the past seventeen years, are factors cOl'l;triburiflg to bison 
I=!opuiation increases 

The 1996-1997 ....inter in Yellowstone National Park has delivered dense. compacted, rock-hard snow :hat has 
made the tradItional 'olson feeding,areas ut\avruJable. This situation has sct the stage for natural population 
adjustments. The 1996 summer clIson herd of roughly 3500, a.pproximately a quarter occupying the nonhem 
range, were confronted with the winter of 1997. 

Wild. free ranging btsOn do not re<.:ognize political boundaries. In search ofscarce food resources in the 1996
1991 ....."inter, bison move aiong the energy effident snowmobile trails and groomed roads that lead. the bison 
to theLr lra:.iitiQnai winter range found at lower elevations. To date. morc than 1,000 bison have been shot or 
sent to slaughter dunng the winter of 1991. Additional animals have died due to the hatsh wmtet weather and 
other natural processes. Based on recent amal surveys, the bison populauon is currently about t, 300. 

Brucellosis Fundarntnta••: Srucellosis IS a cont8glous bacterial disease caused by various species of the 
bacteria Brucella wruch infects domestic animals. wildlife. and humans worldwide. In North Amerh:a the 

. primary Livestock hosts of Brucella are cattle. goats, swine, and sheep. The principal. North American \\ildlife 
hosts are bison, elk. caribou. remdeer, and feral and exoac swine. Brucellosis may also occur in carnivores.
including members of the dog family. 

BrucellOSIS in Yellowstone National Park bison was first reponed in 1917 and an endemic infection has 
persisted srnce that time. ApproxirnaIely 45 perunt of the current bison herd tests seropositive for the annbcdy 
to BruceJla. However; not all seropositive animals are cunently infected with the bacterium. The original 
source of infection tS unknown; however, Brucella abortus was introduced to North America with imported 
cattle. Therefore. the bacteria probably was transmitted from domestic livestock to bison. Many elk residing 
in the Greater Yellowstone Area also test serologically positive for brucellosis. The percentage of animals 
testing positive varies from location to location within the Greater Yellowstone Area and may be related in part 
to the concentr~ ofanirna.b on winter feed grounds. 

Brucellosis is typically transmitted through ingestion. The Brucella bacteria ate trat"lSmined in aboned tissues. 
reproductive tissues and diseharges. especially just prior to, du.riitg, or soon after abortion or live birth. The 
bacterium may also be shed in milk for variable lengths of time. Although aansnussion has been shown to 
occur between and among cattle, bison,. and elk under experunenw conditions, the ris~ of transmission of 
brutellosis between bison and cante in the wild has not been determined. There is disagreement over the 
primary means of brucellosis transmission among bison and ;;urr~t.data att insufficient to resolve this issue, 

BrucellOSIS m.cartle tS characterized by abonion, infertility, reduced milk production, and o~r reproductive 

http:arumJ.ls


problems A!thou;,:h \"Hi ;><;cU!..m Jbot1lor: m:ly c':c'""r!n \\lJd bison herds" brucelloSiS jo<:! .1('[ ;Jrc". ::~~ :1',<:: 
grv\Qh olthe YdL)\~stone CH$011 h<!rd 

In humans, brucellosIs W.1S :"ormerly knO\\TI as undulant fevet, a disease thaI is rarely Fatal l.1\'eS1Jck JIld 
slaughter incustry workers, \eteMarians. JI1d consumers of unpasteunzed milk and products made from !l han! 
the high~t risk 01 contra~ the disease If properly cooked. meat from infected atiimals \5 no! a health :l5k. 

There have been two documented transmissions of brue-ellosis to humans fT()m elk in Montana, The 
trarumisslon ill'ose :from mdi\'lduats handling elk feruses and membranes. 

There is no effective treaanent or cure for animals infected "'ith Brucei/a. However, a prevenlilih'e brucellosis 
vaccine (Strain 19) has been developed for use in cattle, fts primary use 15 to increase herd immunity On 
average it is 65 \0 70 percent effective in cattle, The effectiveness of Strain 19 on captive bISon is less than :har 
for cattie, Two other vaccines, 8 NeOlomae and strain RB51, are currently under study, Strain RB51 has been 
licensed for use in cattle calves only. Initial trials of RB51 in captive. pregnant bison caused some bison to 
abort when given a dose .... ia an inoculation route that had been proven safe in pregnant cattle However, 
additional tests of the safety and etTecri\'eness of RB51 on bison are underway, Methods for brucellosis 
prevemion in wildlife including bison. using techniques currentiy'employed on came have not pro\'en to be 
eft'ecnve, Currently, domestic cattle can be effectively intXulated against bruceUo~as·t)json can not 

Knowledge RCiyjad: Combating brucellosis in wildlife populations such as the bison of YeUo,,"stone 
'S"ational Park requires policies that are built upon a sol.id foundatiOf) of sCience The National Academy of 
Sciences has agreed to undertake an independent study of the scientific issues associated \\ith the brucellosis 
problem Key elements of Ute study will address: 

o The transmission of Brucella among cattle. bison, elk. and other wHdJjfe species; 
o The relationship. if any. b__ lhe bison population dynamios and brucello,i,; 
o The ability ofserology testing to estimate true infectiousness; 
o The efficacy ami 'Safety of existing vaccines for target and non·target species and the need for new 

(including bison-specific) vaf;cines; 
,I) The nature, and likely success or limitations. of a wild animal vaccination program: and 
o Optimal approaches to reducing the risk of transmission to cattle and among wildlife 

Secretary Brute Babbitt has requested The NarionaJ Academy of Sciences complete its study by October 1, 
[997 
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~rcpos:ais and long-term soluuons 

Contrary to Montana's public statements that they are being "se!~tive" in their 
shoO'ting ofbis.on in the West Yellowstor.e area. Montana has shot bulls and calves 
with<;tut knowing whether they were dlsease~free or nor. . 

• 	 [f APHIS and NPS contingency proposals are not adopted by Montana. the 
Interim Plan would allow ~ontana to continue shooting most, ifnot all, bison in.the West 
Ydlow5tOne area of the GaHatin National Forest 

• 	 The ~ational Park Service hM not removc<i biS()n. by shooting or slaughter, since 
February 13. 1997, Bec.us<: NPS is doing all it can to prorect th.,emaining bison herd. 
NPS will only shoot bison for humanitarian reasons (i.e. injury) or to protect against 
imminent harm to life or property, 

• 	 There are no cattle in the West YeUowstone area. W cattle will not be returned to 
the ar•• before summer, Any potential con/li<:1' with cattle can be rnolved by ensuring 
that cattle are managed to provide a sufficient time: interval after the return ofbison to the 
Park to avoid a sigruficant risk of conta<:1 between bison and domestic tattle. 

• 	 There is no safe and effective vaccine for bruceUosi! in bison. Use ofcattle vaccines in 

bison causes bison to abort their calves. 
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. 
B!son Fundamen!~ 

• - The X!illcwstone bison herd is the largest free-roaming bison herd and a nallona! 
s.ymbol of the natioo's commitment to conset,Vation. The National Park Service brou"ght 
the last 23 wild bison back from the brink of eX1inction to return them to their place in the 
ecosystem of Yellowstone. . 

• 	 The NPS estimates that about 1300 bison remain in Yellowstone National Park 
and adjacent National forest land. Instead of an "overpopulation" of bison, at this point 
the Z\I'PS is concerned that the bison population may drop to crtticallevels ifcontinued 
shooting adds to the expected winter mortality, 

• 	 An 'unusually harsh winter has forC<d bison out of the sanctuary of Yellowstone 
National Park. and on to surrounding lands that historically served as their winter range. 
Snow-pack'in the park is 200% above normal. National Forest lands around the park.,. 
where bison are being shot, were established in part to protect winter range for the wil,dlifc 
of the park. 

• 	 1059 bison have been Jdlled so far to protect cattle from an undefined risk of 
infection that might be present if cattle were to come into close contact with bison. Thore· 
is currently no irruninent threat of cattle cOming in contact with bison, Under the Interim, 
Bison Management Plan. Montana has slaughtered 504 bison (ineluding 464 captured by 
Ihe National Park Service). Montana hu shoi 548 bison. NPS has destroyed 7 bison due 
to injuries sustained during capture or shooting operations, 

• 	 Since January 30, the National Park Service. with USDA', Fo.... t S.,,;ce and the 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), has asked Montana to StOP the 
killing ofbison around Yeliowstone National Park on National Forestlands, and to 
minimize Montaita', killing ofbison on private land arQund the Park. NPS, APHIS and 
Forest Service asked Montana to allow bison to roam fr<e on National Forest land, 
because bison need to disperse over a wider area while their winter range in the Park is 
largely covered with ice and snow. 

• 	 Though elk and bison both carry brucellosis, Montana allow, elk 10 roam free. and 
suppons pubJi<: lnmting on public lands to control their numbers. Wyoming supports 
pUblic hunting "fbison on National Forest land adjacent to Yellowstone. 

• 	 Although transmission ofbrucellosis has been shown to occur between and among 
cattle, bison. and elk under experimentaJ conditions. the risk of transmission between 
bi",n and <atdeln the wild has not been detennined. 

• 	 Montana has shot over IJS bison on public landt in the West Yellowstone area 
since January lO, when APHIS informed Mont.... that such shooting wu not necessary to. 
protect the Stat.', brucellosis-free cattl. rating. Montana is not caught betWeen' 
conllicting federal agenci..; USDA and DOl are committed to reasonabl. contingency 

". 




propcsaJ:. and :ong.term sOlutions, 

• Contrary to ,\1ontana's public statements that they are being "setettlve" in :heir 
shooting ofOfsOn it" the West Yellowstone area. Montana has shot bulls and calves 
without knowing whether they were disease-free or not. . 

• If APHIS and NPS contingeno:y proposals are not adopted by Momanl. the 
[merim Plan would allow Montana to o:ontinue shooting most. ifnot all, bison in the West 
Yenowston. area of the Gallatin National Fore.t. 

• The National Park Service has not removed bison. by shooting or slaughter, since 
February 13, 199" Because NPS is doing aU It can to protect the remaining bison herd, 
NPS wiU only shoot bison for humanitarian reasons (ie .• injury) or to protect against 
imminent harm to life or property. 

• There are no cattle in the West YeUow$tone area and cattle will not be returned to 
the area before summer. Any potential conflicts with canle can be reso\ved by ensuring 
that caltle are managed to provide a sufficient time interval after the return of bison to the 
Park to avo.d • significant risk ofcontact between bison and domestic cattle. 

.. There is no safe and effective vaccine for brucellosis in bison. Use ofcanle vaccines In 
bison causes bison to abort their calves. 

"-', ... .
.. 



;r,)bl<!~5 -\ith()u~h "In ,,":C,iS,¢r'I J.boJrli"'r'. :":1.1; ,,'''':';:.H 1n ..~dJ OJ!'.i)r'I nt!'fds. bru..:::i!om Jo~, :iI," ;'[:.",,;~:: ':","; 

g;,h<!h \)(J-,; Yeik\\Slon..: bison herd 

1>1 humltJs. brucellosIs ~~JS formerl;' kr.o\~n Xi Llndu!.VH t'e\u. J. disease ihat is rarely f;uaL Ll\'~5t0..:k ~d 
ilaughter Indus1ry \\QfKers. Q::teMat13flS. :md consumt!'tS vt' unp-asleuni:ed milk and produ'ClS made from It ha\e 
tl'te rughest risk of contracting the disease If p!Operly cooked, meat from infected anLmaJs IS net a he:lllh r.sk 
There have been two ~umer.ted transmisSIons of bru;;eH0:515 10 humans from elk in ;...1or.tar.a, The 
:rlnSITUS$lon arose ftom individuills handhng elk fetuses and membranes, 

There IS no effective tre~ent or cure f~r animals infected v.ith BruceJia, However. a pre\,entatlve b:-ucelloSlS 
\'acdne (Strain !9} has been deHloped for use in came. Its pnmary use is 10 increase herd Immunny. On 
average il is 65 to 70 percent tffecrivl: in canle. The effectiveness of Strain 19 on capllve Olson is less than :hat 
for came, Two other ,'~cines, B, NeOlOmae and strain RB5 L are currently under study. Strain RB51 has been 
licensed for use in cartie ca.lves only. lnitia! ITials of RB51 in captive. pregnant bison caused some bison to 
abon when given"il dose \'ia an inoculation route that had been proven safe in pregnan[ ~ame, Ho\\.e\·er, 
additional tests of the safety and effecti...·~ess of R.B51 on bison are under.~lay. Methods for bruceUosis 
pre....entlOn in lAildlife including bison,. using te<:hniQUe5 currently employed on <::an1e have not pro'"en to be 
effective. Currently, domestic cattle can be effectively Inoculated agamst brucellosis-bison can not. 

lSnowledu RCQuh:ed: Combating- brucellosis in \\ildlife populations such as the bison of YeUowstone 
>:ational Park requires policies that are built upon a solid foundation of science, The Nationai Academy of 
Sciences has agreed to Wldenake an independent study of the scientific issues associated ""lth the bn.lcellosls 
problem. Key elements of me stud:,.. will address. 

{) The transmission of Brucella among cattle, bison. elk, and other wildlife species; 
Q The relationship. if any, betw~ me bison population dynamics and brucellosis: 
o 	 The ability of wology testing to estimate true weetiousness; 
o 	 The efficacy and safety of exJsting vaccines for target and non-target species and the need for new 

(including bison~specific) vaccines; 
o 	 The nature. and likely success or iirrutations, of a 'Wild animai vaccination program; and 
o 	 Optima! approaches to reduc:ing the risk of transmission to ~attle and among wildlife. 

Secretary Bruce Babbitt haS requested The National Academy of Sciences complete its study by October I, 
1991, , , 

• 
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u.s. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

. - OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 


FOR [\[).IEDL\TE RELEA~E Lisa Guide (0) 202.'203·<\416 
Decembt:r l::. 1996 

STAIT:I<IE:-IT OF lNITRIORSECRETARY BRl'CE BABBITT 

FIRST GRA:-IT AGREE:\IENT FROM 1996 FAR-vI Bll.L FOR EVERGLADES 


RESTORATION 


ToeaY;5 ar. important day In the latest phase of history fer the Florida Everglades, \Vt! 
spent the last 100 ye:l.rs drainIng and paving it. We spent the last few decades talking about 
fixing it. T()day our commitment to restoring the Everglades takes a big, t!lr.gib!e leap foJi,i,.'ud. 

T0:day the Sou~h Florida Water Management District and the Department of the Interior 
wiH enter if.to a grant agreement for the first installment on an expenditure of 5200 :rulhon 
provided for Everglades Restoration in the 1996 Fann BilL 

With tlUs agreement, S 13A million in matching federal funds 'Nill be made available to 
the District to buy lands in the East Coast Buffer. The four properties purchased are a 1,653 acre 
parcel in Palm Beach County, a 197 acre parcel in northwestern Dade County, and two parcels or' 
94 and 277 acres in southwestern Broward County. These lands. and· others the District has and 
will acqcire in ~his area. will serve critical water StOrage and other restoration purposes, 
including rehydration of the Everglades. 

The pcrchase of these properties ""ill give,the Everglades a [lew :ease on life. 

The acquisition of these lands for water preserve areas, aiong with lands [n the 
Everglades Agricuitural Area. was the highest priority recommendation of the intergovernmental 
South Florida Everglades Restoration Task Force for the use of the Farm BlU funds, These 
acquisitions were also the highest priority of:he Gover.1or's Commission for a Sustainable South 
Florida which'represents allleve!s of government and leaders in the e:wironmenral comrr.urnty 
and agricultural and development industries in Florida, 

This action represents my commitment to. follow the recommendations of ~hese 
rlcridians 1I1volv:ed.ln preserving and restoring the Everglades. It also furthers the Clinton 
Admirustration's full partnership with the State of Florida announced by Vice President Gore at 
'Everglades Na'tional Park last February. ' 

The partnersrup we began with the State of Florida three years ago to join forces and save 
the Everglades is strengthened by this agreement we reach today with the South Florida Water 
Management District. 

·00[
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

For !mrnedi,:n.e Release: July 26, 1996 001: John Wright 2021208-6416 

DOT: Bill Mo,ley 2021366-5571 


:'\ATlR\L QUET WILL BE RESTORED TO GRAND CAN):'ON NATIONAL PARK 

UNDER CWo/TON ADMINISTRATION PROPOSAL 


"Aircraft flJing at low altitudes ove, nati(maJ parks can. ifnot praperly managed. 

mar the natural beauty ofthe parks and creme significant noise problems as welL j, 


President Clinton 

ci1I'fh Day, April 21, 1996 


Secretary of Transportation Federico Pena in consultation with Interior Secretary Bruce 

Babbitt :oday announced a notice of proposed ruiernak..ing designed to reduce noise fro·m aircraft 

used for sightseeing tours over Grand Canyon National Park. The proposed rule win be issued by 

the Department ofTransponation today and published in the Federal ReaistC:f next week. 


"This proposal makes gO<:!d on the President's promise to restore natural quiet to the 

Grand Canyon while stiU permitting sightseeing access," Poila said. "Tbe proposed rule, if 

implemented, will ensure both aviation safety and an unforgettable visitor experience." 


" When the final rule is fully impIemented, visitors will be able to experience the immense 

quiet that Major 10M Wesley Powell and his: expedition f-ound when they encountered the Grand 

Canyon over a hundred years ago." said Babbitt. "AS a boy growing up in Flagstaff. Arizona. the 

Grand Canyon was my backyard. [believe most Americans, regardless afwhere they grew up, 

consider the Grand Canyon a unique treasure that belongs: to aU ofus and should be protected. 

This proposed rule is a gr'eat first step toward resolving this important issue." ' 


The rule proposes to expand and .create new flight-free zones over tlu: park. Compared to 

an existing 4 S percent in such zone., it would incre..e flight-free areas to 87 percent of the park. 

rn addition. commercial sightseeing fligha would be prohibited from operation during the hou", 

of 6 p.m. and 8 a.m. during lhe SUnutlOl' season, and 5 p.m, to 9 ILm. during the winter season, 


The proposed rule seeks public comments on a range ofoptions for establishing a 

framework to restore natural quiet to the park, including various ways·of capping existing 

sightseeing operatio~s and limiting the number of aircraft operating in the park at various limes of 


. day. 

The rule specifically proposes to. two-year interim cap on the number cifBights at the 
l.v.1 established during the periodAuguSlI. 1995, through July 31,1996, so that Bights.will not . , . 


, 

~ more ~ 

1-, 



increase while a comprehensive nOlse management pJan is bems; developed" Public cOtt'.ment also 
is sought on wr.erher to extend :he freeze Or cap on fI.ew flights to five years Of. morc. on how w 
mUC~ure it. and on what alternatives should be consider~d. 

The proposed rule ,is the first step in implementing a commitment made by Presi,dent 
Clinton on Eanh Day, to reduce noise of sightseeing aircrafts flying over ont of the nations most 
precious natIonal parks. 

'"S~cretary Pena has done a remarkable job on this proposed rulemaking." said Babbitt. 
"This rulemaking will serve the goals of protecting nationai treasures like the Grand Canyon while 
mak:ng reasonable accommodation elsewhere for legitimate competing interests, .. 

The public review and comment period will be open for 60 days. Copies of the proposed 
rule can be obtained by submitting a request to the Federal Avi,ation Administration, 800 
Independence Ave. SW, Washington. D.C. 20591, or by calling (202) 267·9677. • 

. ·001· 



u.s. OEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SEi::RETARY 

FOR l}.tMEDlATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (0) 202i208·6416 
August 12, 1996 

STATEMENT BY SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR BRUCE BABBITf ON 
,~""NOUNCEMENT BY PRESIDENT CLINTON TRA T WILL CLOSE MINE ON 

OUTSKIRTS OF YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 

President Clinton's announcement today [hat the New World Mine, just outside 
Yellowstone National Park, will not be developed, should bring a great sense of relief to every 
American who cares about our oldest and most beloved national park. The United Slates and 
Crown Butte Mining Company have reached an agreement to suspend plans for mining at the 
New World site effective ,immediately, 

This agreement'will begin the final chapter to dose off a great environmental threat, not 
only to Yellowstone, but to wilderness, a Wild and Scenic Rlver, to threatened and endangered '" 
wildllfe. wa'tersheds and groundwater. There are many places where mining is suitable; but not in 
fragile landscapes of such gleat natural beauty, 

The Depanment of the Interior has a lot.t stake in the ....... We are responsible for the 
unique landscape and wildlife resoUfces ofy.llowstone National Park, as well as for the 
migratory birds and threatened and endangered species whose habitat would have been harmed by 
the New World Mine. The Department has worked hard to assure that these threats "'1n be 
eliminated. The best solution is the no mining solution. and we wm foUow up President Clinton's 
announcement by pressing forward to complete the land withdrawals that are necessary to protect 
the area from any future mining proposals, 

The New World Mine was proposed in an area already heavily contaminated by past 
• 	 mining activities, Hazardou's substances such as mercury, arsenic. lead, zinc, sulfides, barium and 

cadmium have bleB released into creeks, wetlan4s, groundwater and downstream areas for more 
than a century.;..tJ'!Idc< the agteemen~ Cro"n Butte has pledged to clean up much of the 
contamination'ftiiabistoric mining activities on in lands, ,Funding'will also be made available to 
restore or acquiRt equivalent natural resources injured by releases of contaminants from the site, 
The Depanment of the Interior is trustee for many of these resources, 

Part'ofthelegal underpinning for the New World Min. proposal was the Isn Mining 
Law. Thi. antiquated legal relic from the days ofUlys... S. Grant gives away pubfic lands for 
about $S per acre with fittle protection for the environment. The New World Min. proposal 
emphasizes the ne~ for Congress to reform trus antiquated law to en-sure that precious 
emironmentaI and scenic resources, and the wildlife that inhabit them. receive the protection they 
deserve. ' 



raJa\" 5 jgre~ment will stand as a lasting tribute to the Climon Adrrurustration. ;!nd the' 
:;killed negotiators from the White House and numerous federal agencies who worked thousands 
of hours to find a \\"ay to protect the sensitive and beautiful landscape in and around Yellowstone 
:\atlonaI Par~ from mining operations at the New World \tline. 

-DOI



- THE WHItE: HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary'
{JacKson Hole,. Wy:ming) 

For l~~ediace Release August
12, 1996 

REMARKS 5Y THE ?l\l::;IDENT 
IN ANNOUNCING AGREEMENT TO S'VE N~TIONAL PARK 

,ROM MINE DEVE~O?M&NT 

Yellowstone Nationll ?ark 
Wyoming 

11:25 A.M. MDT 

THE'rRESID!NT: Thank you. This is not"the ~ardest 
speech'I ever had. to give; (Laughter.) What a happy day. Let 
me thank,you, SlJe Glidden, to~ all the tlork you/ve done. JuS\.: 

before she' came up here -orie of the foU,,; sitting back: here with 
us said, welll "Now, what are you 9'oin~; to do?" And she said. 
"Now t have my life back." I'm sure stln'll find something to do 
with it. Highly productive. 

Thank you very much, Mike :larx, for all the gr~at 
work you have done.. Thank you, Mike F1.nley and Mark Jer;son and 
all the people at Yellowstone who do sl,.t:h a magnificent jOb 
preservinq our nation's 9reat treasure. 'l'd "like to thank John 
5,ehmidt and Jim Pipkin. tan Bayer I th.<!.nk you very much ~or ,__hat 
you sa1d' and for what YOu've done~ .' . 

I can"t say enough to than< tlle other people in the 
aciministrat10n -- Katie ~cGinty who ha! been wonderful about 
-:his. And you mentioned the Vice PrQsident -- I thank you very 
::nuch~ We have lunch once a ....eek and at least every ot.her lunch 
asked him or he reported to me: on whet.tJ!r this was aver going to 
get done or not. So in the middle of ·I·osnia and the budget and 
everyt.l1ingl we were -- for one year -- :: know more about. t.his 
sorr.e days than I wish I had known, (;,.!ughter.) 

Thank you, Jacx Core Thor.w,,· '" I'd like to thank 
some other. people whO are here l and a (ouple .~-b.o aren't 7 Thank 
YOU t Sena'.:.or 8irch Bayn, for your role :.n '.:.his. I want to chan;:: 
my good f'r1:ends, Congressman Pat: Willilns and Congressman Sill 
;,{ichardson for working' on this. Sill (:;chardson has been ~aio::i:\g 
peace all around the world the last t~< y~ars;· but he four-a ~iroe 

HO"" ,;, , 

I 
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to do thls as well. 

I want to th-ar,}{ Ser"at:;>r aZ.d Mrs, Roc~efe Lier .....hc 
came l,;.f1. with mE!. Jay ana S:taro~ Roc~,<efeller are your neighbors; 
as y:>u know, ·'they 1 i ve near the Grand ~9tons and are very 
conc-err.ed about i~. - And 1 want. to tha:\i( former Wyoming Gover:tor 
Mike Sulllvao# and r.is wife, Jane Sull i,<fan, who came -up with me 
and r::hey've been longt.ime fr':'ends or ?L.llary's and mine. 

And I want. t~: r:.hat':J( all of you who were in tha: 
meeting with Hillary and with me a. yeal7 ago. We learned a lot. 
It was a great occasion for us and we/u,~ relived it several 
ti:'f\.es. r also want to say a special w()::d of racoqnition, for ct.e 
two families t:hat are behind ne. We ju:tt nauled them up he=e. 
(Laughter.) They're laughing -- are thi.Y agreeing with me? 

{Laughter.l They are the Franklin !amL.y, from Sioux Falls; a:,:d. 

the PArr:prin family from Green Bay I Wist:onsin. {Applat:se.} I 

asked them to come he~e -- ask t.hem to i:t.and up here._ 

{Applause. I . 


I asked them to come co make this point:

This tight was not simply waged by thOSE. of you who 

live here for·your tamilies and your ccn~unity and your 

future. You waged t.his 


- fight for all the people of t.he United ~ tates and, 
indeed, che people of the wo.:;ld who lOVE and believe in 
the preservation of our natural resources who come and 
participate. And I thought it was i~pottant that 
someDody be reminded someho~ by their ptesence·here
that there are millions and millions an~ millions O~ 
people who wi1~ directly benefit trom t~e decision we 
announce today. And you're seeing some of them - 
(applause. ) 

Let- me' say, for all kind.s of ::easons I'm. 

.100 glad to see that John Denver is he=. today, and 

:hank you very much for coming-. (App1411se.) And. if 

you want to sinq, I won't calk.. tLau9h1:ar.) We'rE! 

glad to have you here. 


Hillary a.nd Chelsea and I C~tll!! back here 

t:his year, drawn by the magnet or t.his fugnificent 

place, re-coMect1nq something that: I t~:.:ik is in- all of 

us -- the yearning to have a bond with L\e nat:ure that 

God has given us. Yellowstone, as all (I-e you knolol' _ ... 

but as I think we should remind 'tne, t:curr:ry today - 

our first natioJ}.al; park. has our largest herd. ot elk and 

bison; more ~han 200 geysers; marvelous, pris~ine lakes 

ar.d majestic mountains; places where we can teach our 

children about the po\o(er and the roys't.erill$ of nat:ure. 


Yellowstone was er.trusted intc.· our care as a 

people, a whole people, more than 120 YEHrs ago now.· 

And today we are saying to the rest-.of tlte world, to 

the rest of our CQuntry and t.o future gErlerations ·of 

Americal we have been worthy of that. tn!:t and we are 

giving it on to our children and our chij.dren's 

http:rest-.of
http:natioJ}.al
http:ti:'f\.es
http:conc-err.ed


children. 

AgaL:i, r want to thank thO~!l who were part 
of t:"1e 'io?11owstc::e dialogu~. I "",'ant t,J) Chat,k Senac::.r 
BaJ..;cus, who could :':ot be h{lr@ today, for his five-point 
plar. for r.laximurn protect.ion of the pall: before the 
proposed mine coul.d go forward. ! wafl t.o thank the 
~embers o! ~y Cabinet who are not nerE t including, 
especl2rlly Se..r;retary Babbitt and SeCrEt.ary Glickman and 
EPA Ad~inistrator B:owner and Attorney General Reno, 
because they all supported this. as "'e11. And I wish 
they could be here with us to celebratE thls day. 
(Applause. l 

The agreement that has been reached with 
Crown Butte t~ ter~inate ehis project altoge~her proves 
that everyone can agree that Ye!lowstone is more 
precious than gold. (Applause~) As has been said 
before, this is a victory for everyone involved -- ~he 
American.peop1e and our· future win because Yellowstone 
will be protected from the environment 11 'hazards- of· 
min:tng. Crown autte ' s shareholders Wi.l· because their 
property rights will oe pro~ected. We are all 
protected from years and years of exp~nsive and bitter 
liti9at1on. And 'While there is St.i11 If:)rk to do, a.nd 

- work in 'Which members of the general plt:;,lic must and 
will be involved, we are going to move forward. And 
this siqning today :neans that it' 'Will i:')me out the way 
so many of you have worked "!or, for so many years·, 

Mining jobs are good jobs, wd mining is 
important. to our national ecor.omy and t;/) our national 
security. But we can't have mines eve:rrwherel and 
mines "that. could threaten any national ~:relsures like 
!ellows'Cone -- that's too much to ask .:.:: the American 
people. the company ha:s recognized thlH, and. WEI thank 
them. (Applause .'j Again, I want to en,l)hasize they are 
not only walking away from a gold mine, they have also 
49reed to finance the clean-up of histcl":ic mining
pollut.ion that. predates t.heir work at the site. That 
is a very important part of this aqreel'u:nt, and the 
company deserves a. lot of credit. for it and \Ie ouqh,t to 
appreciate w~at they~re doing. (Applau!e.) 

Aqain, ! want to thank Ian B3yar'and Joe 
Baylis of Crown Butte for their l!:x-:raorc,inary 
commitmant~ Let me thank the members of Congress 
again, those who are here and' Senator 8aucus, who 
isn l t; and, alSO, my senior Sen'ate::- and a. grea.t friend 
of Yellowstone. and the nation's environtent, senator 
Dale Butr.pers, 
vho very much wanted to be with u~ today. (Applause.. ) 

! also want to say in closinq that: the way 
~his .was done should become a model !or America's 
challenqes, . no'!:. on:'y in the er.vironment but in other 
areas as well. 

When we deal with problems 0:: national 



:3 ign i ~ icance t:cat have to b,3 reso I vcd l~ I people who 
understand the particulars 3.nd who wi1. be most. 
affected by it, it ..,ill be '...ell to :"EHI'HJ nber ho .... this 
was done: Yes, I did say that 1 wanted to preserve 
this pux. And t yes .. r did put the Vila President and 
i<atie: McGinty--and the Cabinet on it. lnt the reason it 
worked, especially given the way the m:.:)iro.g law works. 
as all' of you know, is that. we had a collaborat.ive 
process that involved people ref1ectinq all the 
interestS involved who worked in good. f,iith. That is 
the way we have to meet America's ehal:,lmges as we move 
into this new century~, ' 

We don't ha.ve to make: a choi(:e between the 
environment and the economy. We don/t have to have 
every single eha11enqe we face drag cn ::erever and ever 
and ever, into court suit aftAr cour1! !·lIit after court 
suitl being fOdder for politicians that campaign fron', 
rhetoric that divides us instead· of u!llt:es us. ,All of 
you have proved t.hat. America can be better than that. 
7his is a very I very qreat day 'for our country o'ot only 
because what we have done is right I but because of the, 
way \.;e have done it. That is right as vel;l.' 

When Yellowstone was cr9ated as the world's 
first national park over 120 years aqo, it was as ~ 
result of a bipartisan aqreement and a c:onsenaus Which 
existed at that time that this place wa~; too precious 
not t.o be preserved. God. ,created the ft'c,untains of 
YAllowstone and the minerals beneath' tn-t>m, but it is up 
to us to preserve them. You have done t,hat tcday ~ And 
you have done it in the rig~t way. 

So I'" ask: you today 'as y~u leave 'here to make 
sure that we all teach our children and grandchildren
the lessons we have -learned coday; to mlxe sure that 
future generations of our cQ~ntry neve: ~crqet that w~ 
have go~eth1ng here we can never replacE, but also 
aever forqet that when we meet each othEr across the 
lines that divide us in gOOd f.;lich, witt. honest .. open 
hearts and a real desire to. move forwarc. together, we 
can do it. 

We celebrate that today. An~ as your
President, I am very grateful for every single one of 
you who played a rcle in this historic aoment for 
America. Thank you and God bless you all. 
(Applause .. j 

Now I can't' forget t~e actual purpose for 

which we came. (Laughter.) Katie, Mike and ran are 

going to sign the agreemant. (The agresrnent is 

sig".ed.) We're adjourned. (Applause.) 


11:38 A.M. MDT 



PRESIDENT CLINTON 


. 

PARKS FOR TOMORROW 


A PLAN To RESTORE AND PRESERVE 
AMERICA'S NA TIONAL PARKS . 

APRIL 22,1996 




---------FORWARD 

Our National Parks are places of wonder, recreation and enjoyment for all 
Americans. The C;Jinton Administration's "Parks for Tomorrow" is a 
comprehensive plan for restoring and preserving our National Park system. 

Onf "crown jewel" parks, like Yellowstone and Yosemite, are the destination point 
for millions of American families for their annual vacations. Our historical parks, 
national seashores and other units of the park system are extensions of America's 
backyards, hosting countless family day ontings and scbool class trips. 

Soaring visitation levels approaching 300 million annually have accelerated wear 
on park roads, buildings and landscapes. The Clinton Administration's plan, "Parks 
for Tomorrow," will proteet and rebuild America's park system. . 

'. 	The plan includes more than 20 different actions to be implemented through either 
legislative proposals or Presidential directives. Following is a complete 
explanation of the Presidenfs proposal, which includes: Executive Actio;"', New. 
[nitialives and Action Plan On Pending Legls/ation. 



EXECUTIVE IICTIONS 

AIRCRAFT OVERFLIGHTS 
TI:e nOlse..of sightseeing aircraft at low a.Jtnudes over national parks is a problem of sigr.lflcant 
proportions to the m1l1io_ns of visitors who spend their vll~ations in these mag'niticent places. 
\¥bile commercial sightseeing aircraft lS the only way to see parks for some visitors, there are 
30·40 parks facing various types of overflight problems. including Grand Canyon National Park 

. where substantial restoration of natural qwet is mandated by law, parks in Hawaii. a."1d many 
in the intermountain west . 

ACTION: Secretary Pma. in cooperation with Secretary Babbin, wilI build upon reCent 
OOoperative efforts between the Departments of Transportation and Interior by issuing 
proposed regulatioru: to place appropriate limits: on th.. nOlse caused by low~flying 
sightseoing aircraft overflights over the Grand Canyon National Park, completing rule ..making 
bY the end of 1996 and completing ~the substantial restoration of natUral quiet" within t2 
yean. Regulation.s win also be developed to manage overflights over other priority parks, 
including .Rocky Mountain National Park, 

IflSTORIC PRESERVATION 

I'or ti..al years 1994-97, the National Park Service (NPS) eSlim.te. a 5470 nullion backlog in· 

rehabilitation and ruteraon of thotJ..Sands of historic mueturu and cultural tand!clpes in the 

national parks. 


ACTION: Secretary Babbitt win report to the President ,within six. mon.ths on options 
outside of the traditional appropriations process for preserving historic park structures. 
Such optiotU- should include the possibilities for partnerships with businesses. 
u50ciatlonJ, \Illd individtWs in the private sector. 

ROAD AND TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS 

The Dumber of vehicles on park road systems is increa.sing at such a rate that roads are 

detonQ,ating fllSter than the NPS eon maintain lhem. Too muty pot holes, broken guard rails, 

deteriorating road bed!, and simple overcrowding can make for bad vacations. . 


ACTION; .The President i. dirOGting Secretary Babbitt, in cooperation with Secretary 
Pen&, to c.tev.lop a plan for a comprehensive effort to improve public transportarion il'l. 
the nAtional p4tb. thi., plan win include design of pilot" programs in the Grand 
Canyon, Zion and Yosemite Narionai Parks. 
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NATlO:'>lAL PARK FOU:'>IDATlON (NPF) 
Congress. creatfld the Na.tional Park Foundation to 1967 (0 receive gifts and make disbu~sem~nt5 
to benefit the parks. but left- in doubt its ability to sohcit donatIons and other fWldflusing 
techniques to' iuppon the parks, The Foundation hlS expressed interest in various options to 
enh.w~ iu-effectiveMSS in provjdin~ appropd.1.te private support for the national parks. 

ACTtON: The President is directing Secretary Babbitt to prepare within 30 days a 
speeifi' proPQsal to invigorate the NationaJ Park Foundatlan's import!.."'.!t· role in 
fostering public*privatc pannerships.. 

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT AUTHORITY 
Gives the NPS clearer allthority to enter into contracts and agreements to share talent. gear, and 
ideas with loc.a1 governments and entities to preserve and malnt8.in parks. 

ACTION: The President is dire-eting S6eretary Babbitt to prepare a legislative proposal 

to perrnanendy extend cooperative agreement authority, 
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--------NEW fJ"ITIA TlVES 


WILDERNESS IN THE PARKS 
The tact tl!.at wilderness existS in America is a. modem miracle. due in large r.le:a.sure to the 
foresigbt of citizen 1'nders urlier in this century. like Aldo l.~pold and Howard Zahniur Bob 
Marshall and key Member$ of Congress In the i 9605. Tho National Park ServiGe. and Presiderns 
Nixon, Ford and Carter recommended wilderness designations in 17 national parks, covering 

- some 5 million acres, which the Congrcs:s has never seriously considered, 'They include such 
well known places &S Yello~one> Gi-leier. Grand Tetor\.. Great Smoky Mountains, Zion. Bryce 

.. Canyon, and Canyonlands National l'arks, 

ACTION: The President urge' Congress to act on previous pJIk <Nildemess 
reeommend.a.rions and directs Secretary Babbitt to work with Congress to make any 
technical chMles fQ these proposals during the legislative process. 

POINT REYES NATIONAL SEASHORE EXPANSION 
"In 1991, the Narional Park Service completed a study that recommended expanding the bGUIl<ia.'Y 
of the Point Rey.. National Seashore by 38,000 ac'" to prot••, the viewsh.ds of the park, 

,Recognir.ing the benefits from CMtinued private ownenhip of the large cattle ranches within the 
propooed _lMion ....... tho ""dy proposed only acquiring partial int.r.... in I ... d through 
voluntary coGSe.rvarion easementf that would limit the type and amount of developmCDt that 
could take pi ... on tho property, whil. allOwing existing and fUturo ranching opotation. to 
¢antinue. Thi' c:onsensua1 approadt would protect both the interest of the public uscu of the 
...... and of Ibe private owners of the I ... ds, 

ACTION: The President directs Secretai)' Babbitt to work with Conar,," to prepare and 
pass lolli,lotioD that would allow the National Park Servi"" to pro,..' the seenie vistaS 
surrounding Poin, Rey.. National Seashore. In addition. the S..,,,,uy will use existing 
authority to make up to mak. minor bGWlduy adjumn",,,"to lbe Park and ..e up to 
$1 milHon to acqwre e&SOmenU within the revised boundarios. 

'REAUTHORIZATION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND 
Grants administered by the National Park Service to state and local governments and Indian 
Tribes (t'Om the Hi.storic Preservation, Fund (HPF), wiU asSt!t every state and many cities.. 

, counties and locaJities with ,the preservation of local historic properties, which are not ovmed 
or opcrat6d by the federal government 

ACTIOf'(: The President directs Secretary Babbitt to prepare a legislative proposal to 

reauthorize the Historic PreservatIOn Fund through 2005. 
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ACTION PLAN FOR PENDING LEGISLA Trot\' 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 1997 BUDGET 
This is an increase*Of S Ul! rni:lion over {he estimated amount tor FY i 996, which includes: 
critical increases to contmue the restoration of the Everglades (the most threatened ecosystem 
in the CO\llltty). to begin the restoration of the native salmon runs of the Elwhi. RJver in Olympic: 
National Park. and increases in parle operating budgets to provide better visitor services and 
protection of cultural and natural resources. 

ACTION': The President calls on Congress to ena.ct the FY 1991 bud8~ for the N'ational 
Park Service fully and on time. 

FEE REFORM 
The National Park Service budget alone cannot provide adequate funds to maintain the pa.:b for 
visitors. Currently, there are ~urncrous lirrutations and prohibition:s on fee collections in the 
parks that need'revision. Some of these restrictions shOuld be lifted.. while keeping parle. entrUice 
fees low and retaining the CUfT¢1lt cap on fees fcr the elderly and free entrance for children. 

ACTION: The President calls on CODatOSS to pus the NPS fee leaisl&tiQn that Jupporu 

the Administration's 1991 Budget. which W<Jwd remove inappropriate restrictions and" 
return 80 percent of revenue to the park$, 

CONCESSIONS REFORM 
Private companies enjoy the privilege of opera:tin& the hotels. restaurants. gift shops, boat and 
horseback toW'S, and other park visitor serviCC$, under contract to the National Park Service. 
Over S6S0 millioo in gross receipts in 1994 we.. generated by 652 of these "ooncessionen," but 
they paid only a tiny fraction: of this to the NPS for the privilege. and very little of it remains 
with the NPS to improve the parks, The 30-yar--old ConcC$$lcftS Policy Act. whieh governs 
their operations in the parb is obsolete' and needs refonn to increase competition, . 

AcrIOK: The President calls on Conarcss to pISS S. 309 (Bmnctt/Bumpers) with the 

Adminlstration·s amendments. 

NATIONAL HERITAGE AREAS SYSTEM AND RELATED LANDS 
There are many beautiful natural and cultutal places across Amenea whicl) ere $\gnlfitant and 
should ~ restored or preserved. but cannot ~d should not bfI turned over to the federal 
government. These places can often be best prote<;ted and most wisely used if they are under 
loc:a1 management and have local !e~ership and decision"making about their care, with 
assistance from th~ National Park Se(YI(:;e. 

ACTION: Th.e President tails. on Congress to pas'S the Admint5Uatiort's heritage 

s 



100tlative, which authorizes the Park ServIce to prO~'ld~ :e~hoic.J.1 J..:,:;iSLtr.:c ••oJ sm.ui 
gr,tnfs, to St<1tl! and local heritage a.reas, 

PRESIDIO 
AcroSS A'rmrica, il$.....lDoro and more people live: their lives in urban areas, open spacc in our 
cities is increasingly in snb~ supply. In October 1994, the Presidio of San Francisco b<!came part 
of !he National Parle System when it was transferred from the Department of' Defense, A bill, 
H.R. 1;;;96 (Pelosi), is moving through Congress to create .a. Presidio Trust The Trust wiH 
manage the property and reduce its c.o5t to the federal govc:rnment by leasing many of the 
buildings found on the P::~sidto while preserving hist~ric structures and ensurl:1g the continued 

. preservation of the scenie beauty and natural -character of the .area.. 

ACTION: The President c.a.l15 oft Congress to protect this unique: resouree by passing 
legislation with the Administration's amendments" 

STERU,'IIG FOREST 
New Yotk is facing a stark choice ~~ either make major expenditures on cbemiea.l treatment of 
wat6t. or protect the remalning natural watershed whi~h 11es just outside New York City. This 
18,000-_0 tract in New York State, known as the Sterling For.... i, oritieal to the walersupply 
and open space needs of tho millions of Americans who reside within SO miles. 

ACTION: The President eall. 0. Congy... to p... S. 223 (Btldley)•• bill to authorize 
thl; NPS to participate in the acquisition of the Sterling Forest,. sharing in the cost to the 
extent that it will pro_ tho federal ilIterest in lb. Appal""bi.., Trail. 

OLD FAITHFUL PROTECTION ACT 
On. of the bUt known ic:ono of tho national pM" i. Old Faithful. the steam 8OY'" of 
Yellowstone, What is not well known is that the aeothmnal "p'umbing" S)'1tem that supplies 
tho wa.e, and hoat to the gey"". hot springs. mud pots and other features of Yello_no 
extend. well outside tho boundary of the park, and lbreatened with dovelopment that could 
divtm or disrupl the delicate system controlling the surface activity. Leaislation is necess.a.ry 
to 4ilsure true protection. . 

ACTION: . The p,...ident eall, on ConSt... '0 pas. H.R. 723, the Old Faithful Protection 

Act (Williams) 

MINOR BOUNDARY AD.TUSTMENTS 
Park boundaries are set in law when a park is established. but often prove to have been drawn 
by Congress without all relevant information. with .the result thal over time the NPS must go 
bad, to Congress for amendmen.ts to law to fix boundary problems, This is often an unnecessary 

, .and burdensome process 
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ACTION: Th.: Pre:nde:1: C;tns on C:mgreS$ :0 pass gent:ric legislatton 3:11hcrll:lr.g trllMr 
boundary adjustmern. 

MANAGEMENT OF MLSEUM PROPERTIES 
The National Park Service preserves many millions of historic objects ~~ including some w<:!I
known ones, like the Liberty Sell, George Washington's wooden dentures and Thomas Edison's 
phor.ograph. as well as marry others. The NatJonal Park Service needs authority to mana.ge 
museum prope:rties in the. same professional manner that museum$ do, 

ACTION: Thc Presidcct ~a1ls on Congress to pass H.&. 694 as reponed by the Senate 

Energy and Natural Resources Committec. 

HOUSING AND LEASING 
If the: National Park Service is to wntinue to attract !he -best Md the brightest" young peGP!e 
to work. for that agency, it needs to provide we ano. s,)u.:td housins: for them in isolated 
locations where 110 other housini is available. The housinS stock is old and deteriQrating and 
.in mAny cases is unsafe, 

ACTtON: Congress should pass legislation submitted by the Administration in Ma.y 19,95 
addles.ing housing and leasing for the National Park Service. 
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OFFrc~ OF 7EE SECRETARY 

!~TERIOR SECRETARY BABBITT RALLIES SUPPORT FOR RtSTORA~ION OF 
FLOOD-RAVAGED HISTORIC C • 0 CANAL 

7:-.~ rcicx>o!f 1fRal:"y to Resc.=:-e: che C&:O Canal" was :-.e:'d Ole 
:::1.e ,Grea': ~alls visitors center (;':.stori::: Gr'!!at Fal:s Taverr:.) ::>0 
:::-,e ~aryla:1d side of che Pocc:nac River. ae 10 :00 a.m. on 
5at:.;,rday, ?sbr.....a.::y 10. 

Joi~ing him at the'rally were hundreds of representacives 
:r::::r, c::"gar:i:::ae:i.ons a::d clubs ir.terested in saving the canal," as 
'fie:'l a5 Sec::-stary of Transpcrtation Federico Pena; Se:1aeors :;:a;,;;' 
Earbanes and Barbara Mikulski: Cor.gresswcman ~onnie Morella; 
:-1a:rylar'~d' is Secrec.ary of Nacura: Resources John Griffin; 
:-1c::::go;;:e:y C~t:.nt:y Execut.':'ve Douglas Duncan; N'ational ?ark Se'!:'"'J':'c!!: 
:~~~c:or ~cger Kennedy; Flip Hagood, Director of the St~den: 
:c~$erfation Corps; and C & 0 ;ark Superincendent Joug Faris, 

7~e lS5~mile canal. dating from the times of George
Washingcon, is operated as a national historic park, and every 
y~ar actracc.s mi11ions of visitors, hikers, bikers, fishe~en and 
a w!de -J'ari::ty,of boating enthusiasts. Ie flows through weste!':'. 
"~a=yla~d: Harpers Ferry and Williamsport to Cumberland. 

"This wonderful place survived che relentless tide of' 
~~sto=y: wars, highway expansion, periodic floods and che 
pressares of development, 't Secretary 8abbi:e said. "The knock
c~t blow ie has suffered at :he hands of January's severe 
f~~oding will be fatal unless che communicies. organizations a~d 
each person" who appreciates this ur.ique resource joins together 
co save it.~ Secretary Babbict also serves as Chai~an of the, 
~acicoal Park Foundation, chief fundraising organization for che 
~at:iona! Park Service. ' 

(more) 



PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS: 

Bruce Babbitt 
Secretary ~ the Interior 

Federico Pe';ia 
Secretary of Transportation 

Paul Sarbanes 
(D) U.S. Senator - Maryland 

Barbara Mikulski 
(D) U.S. Senator Maryland 

Constance Morella 
(R) U.S. Representative - Maryland.

. I . . 
John Griffin. 

Maryland Secretary of Natural Resources 


Douglas Duncan 

Montgomery County Executive 


i,Roger Kennedy 
Director of the National Park Service 

"Flip" Hagood 
Director of Student Conservation Corps 

Doug Faris 
Superintendent ofC&O National Historic 
Park 
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FACT5HEEI I 

C & 0 CANAL RESTORATION TOLL·FREE HOTLD;E·· 1·800-134·9330 , ' 
, 

" 	Concerned citizens can call 1·8Q0.434·9330 to rna\:<: a dollar contribution 0' volun"", time and 
services to assist in Ill. restoration of Ill. C & 0 Canal National HiStorical Park. Callers to Ille 
toU·free number may rna\:<:, UIX-deductible. credit card eontributions to Ill. National Park 
Foundation. the official. nonprofit partner of Ille National Park Service. which has set up. special 
dedicated fund for Ille restoration effolt. ' 

Gifts to the C&O Canal Restoration Fund will be sent ditecdy to the C&O Canal National 
Historical Park and used for the priority projects determined by Ill. Park Superintenden~ 

Peopl. who use and can: about the futun: of Ill. Canal allo should caU till. toU·fre<> number to 
offer volun .... r services. wheth.r for indoor/outdoor labor or office work. The need for 
volunteers. pardeularly for some of the outdoor labor, will be great in the months ahead. 

A coalition of community-based and national groups banded together to sel up the hotline. 
Coalition members include: Natiooal Park Foundation. American Hiking Society; C&O Canal 
Associanon; National Trusl for Historic Preservation; National Park Service; National Parks and 
Conservation ASSOCiation; Potomac Conservancy: Rails-to-Trails Conservancy; Road Runners 
aub of America; and the Studenl Conservation Association. 

ProtoeaU Communication, of BeltsVille, Maryland has generously provided the phon. operators 
to take the 1·800 number caUs. 

I ' 

I 
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FOR l'\l\lEOL\i"E REL;:ASEI 
fohm:"y 10. 19~" I 
C:;n, ..k·~' Sina JJr:!.;t!f, :O~"7S5·~5no- ,. 

NATIONAL PARK fot;;>;OATION RAISES $400.000 fOR C&O CANAL 

RESTORATlON 


Orolt Palls. MD .- At a community rally tOday, In",rior Secrewy Bruce Babbjt~ 
Chairman of ""e Board of <he :-lational Park Foundation, reported on <he Foundation's progress in 
raising S4OO.000 ~ one we A: from private contributions to aid the C&O Canal restoration effort. 
Babbitt orgartiud \he rally to bring togeL"er Washington, Maryland, and Virginia residents and 
community groups who use and enjoy the Canal and ask them to unite: and form partnerships to 
help repair and clean up the flood-ravaged'C&O National ffistorical Prt 

AS the official, nonprofit patttler of the National Park Service, the National Par. 
Foundation has been worlring closely with Secrewy Babbitt and Nalional Park'Service Director 
Roger KeMedy to bring together public and private resoun::es to aid in reslOration work. The 
restoration need involves stabilizing eroded areas, reconstructing Canal walls. repairing damaged 
slOne work. clearring up flooded hislOric buildings. and much more. 

"I am very pleased and encouraged by !he outpouring of privato sector and 
individual support." said Babbitt- "Although the scope of !he damage is daunting. through crean.e 
partnerships with the private sector, the Parle Service may ullintatoly have the ",so=s necessary 
to ",new the Parle to its former state." 

1 

The National Park FoW¥iation is pleased to annowu:e thai major donations have 
been received from the Fannie Mae Foundation ($100.000). Maniott Intern.tionallne. 
($100.000), the Mobil Foundation ($100.000). and the Mars Foundation ($50,000). Allegheny 
Power System. Lever Brothert Company. NBC·4. POlOmac Electric Power Company (pEPeO), 
and The Walt Disney Company all have pledged in-lrind contribulions 10 assist the reslOration, 
Five hundred individual clMort have contributod nearly $50.000 to the C&.O Canal RIOslDration 
Fund in the past week. Babbitt thanked all privato sector pannus by name. 

NPF President JirniMaddy applauded !he generous response 10 the fund-raising. 
drive and stated his confidence that the campaign would be successful: "llrnow that other area 
employers, philanthropic organi,,\lions, and individuals will want 10 join this crideal effalt." . 

At the rally. Secrewy B.bbin urged Park uscrs to call !he newly established C& 0 
C,,-"al ReStoration Effort hotline at -- 1-800-434.9330 -- to mal:e a donation Or offer volunteer 
services, whether for indoor/outdoor labor or office work. 

, The National Park Foundation is the private, nonprofit organization chartered by 
Con~s in 1967 to channel privato sector support to the n,tion's 369 National Paries. With ill 
C.tO Canal restoration fund~raising campaign, the Foundation aims to raise $2 million dollars 
from individuals. area corporate employers. and private foundo:tions to match the recent 
$: million dolll! appropriation from Congress, 

I, 
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We Can Rebuild the Canal 




u.s. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

-OFrrCE OF THE SEeRETARY 

:';-OR :MM~~ ~;,:r::: ~£ ~E.;'S::: Stephan; ~a:l;)a ;0) 202/2(id .. .,s..;:'5 
:';-;!;ll:-t:a.=y :3, :996 Mary Helen, '!'hoF.,psc~ 

MEDIA ADVISORY 

INTERIOR 	 SECRETARY TO KICK OFF VOLUNTEER EFFORTS TO RESTORE 

FLOOD-RAVAGED HISTORIC C « 0 CANAL 


Sec~etary of the !~terio~ Bruce Babbitt will host a kick· off 

~ally O~ Sat~rday, Febru~ry lO. to ign~te a broad~based and 

corrmunicy effort to restore the exte~s~vely~damaged historic 

C & 0 (Chesapeake and Ohio) Canal. " 


The "C &: 0 Restoraeion Rallyll will highligtt :a=ge a!1d 
.srnall*scale volunteer efforts and contributions thao: are already: 
being offered, as well as provide information on hew corr.:rr"':':1ities, 
organizf;.ticns and individual volunteers can contribute tirne or 
financial donations to the restoration of the canal. 

"i'he terr~ble ..... inter weather in the-east and midwest has 

created many victims. If Babbitt said. 'lAs Secretary of che 

Interior, it is r;,ot cn,!,y my duty but my personal desire to do 

anything I can to ensure that damage to national park facilities, 

other conservation lands, and urban greenspaces is repaired as 

quickly as possible. 11 ! 


Babbitt will be joined by National Park Service Director 
Roger Kennedy, Senators 8arbara Mik'.;.lski and Paul Sarbanes, 
CorigrS!sswoman Connie Morella and Montgorr,ery County Executive 
Douglas Duncan as well as voluntel!::'s ::::cm the Studen~ 
Cor.servation Association, the EOY' and Girl Scouts of Areerica.a~d 
.oCher 9,::>O\';:ps already inv1lved in conservation effo:-cs., 

i'he C & 0 Restoration Rally will be held outside the 

Visitors Center (Great Falls Tavern) at Great Falls, en ~he 

Maryland side of the Potomac. The visitors center ~s lo=ated at 

11710 MacAythur Blvd., Pocorrtac, Maryland. Due to extensive 

damage to th~ canal and adjacent support facilities, the event 

will be: l.imi:ed, :0 media and participanc.s. It will beg,in 0:1 


Satu~day at 10:00 a.m. 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

fOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Stephan", H.nna (012021208·64 \6 
Oe.amber 0, 1995 

STATEMENT 8Y DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR ON DESIGNATION OF YELLOWSTONE 

NATIONAL PARK AS AWORLD HERITAGE SITE IN DANGER 


Today', dacisio. by tba World Horit"ll' Comnitt.. to n.... YellOWllo.a Notio.aI Park to tba list of W.rld Herit"'lf 
Sit.. in Oanpr alarts ilia ,8J1 .1 tba world 10 sari.... potsntial th...t. to .atural ,....,... in tho world'. first 
n.tio.al park. In taking tltls action, lho.........,. 'ocognilOld tho! III....... _ issuas .nd tho! wa are 
,..king solutio.. through axisling onviro.montallow•. and aooney actions. . 

Wa .ha" tho goal 01 Iha World Heritaga Committ.. to r.... ow........ 01 tM need to pl1l!1tt tltls premier nalional 
park and to draw enanlio. to polential and .,isting ",¥iron_tal linaatt, Howmir, loday" action do.. not 
sup........ a.y U.S. low. II wiD also ha.. no affBC! upon Ih. ordOfly public pro.... of doIYaloping an En'''nll18lllal 
IfflIIact SIat8lllBflliEISIon tha propoeod Now World Mina thaI is now underway. This pro.... will idanlitv and 
anaIvze tho potantiallmpacts of Iha mina. and a ranga ., a~am'liy... Walook Iorwerd to tho publication .f • draft 
EIS aony in \998, Inolho ....1_9 jJublic and fad"aI,gancv ,aviaw thai will follow. 

·001· 
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DBPARTMENT Df the INTBKIDa 

'nDWS release 

For IllImadiat.e Aeleas8 Contact: Paul Bledsoe (202) 208w317~ or 
October 17 t 1.995 .., Mary Belen Thompson (202) 208·6416 

i&'O'Clii IIMaI'!"!' TO I09B UPOl!A'l'TOX C09BI BOOSE I 

~s or GOP BILM IN CQNGRESS TO CLOSE NATIOHAk R'~TORIC ~'IE~ 


!n~erior Secretary Bruce Babbitt will vis~t Appcmatcox Court 
House on Thursday, October 19 1 to emphasize the impor~ance of 
preserving historic siees in the Old Dominion and the nation, and 
to warn Virginians of ~ bill in Congress to set up a commission 
to close national parks and historic sites. 

"The battlefields of Virginia are sacred "places," Babbitt 
said. "They are shrines to the most important period·' in our 
history. Yet many in Congress seem ~ontemptuou5 of preserving 
them and other units of the n~tional.park system.

'Just last month, the House debated and rejected a 
commiesion to close national parka and historic sites. But then, 
just ten hours later, in the dead of night, the very same bill 
was sneaxed onto key budget legislation by the Republican 
Congressional leaders, No discussion. No debate. Now a park
closure bill may bec~ law, risking more than ten sites in 
Virginia. I don't think thet's what the people of Virginia voted 
for in the last election,' said Babbitt. 

H.R. 260, the bill to set up a "park closure commission. was 
defeated by the House of Representatives on September 19 by a 
vote of 231 to 180. However. the bill was then attached to the 
general Congressional revenue bill which funds such items as 
medicare and is still pending. 

At Appomattox Court House National Historic Site. Secretary 
Babbitt will meet with:local business and community leaders and 
discuss the significance of the .ite"with local junior high 
school students and other parke supporters. 

fta _I: 1ri.ll ~iA.t: ',00 ..... '1'I>uraday. 001:01:>.... 19. 
S.c....~ Babbitt 1ri.ll b••v.ilabl. to ...t with aeab.r. of the 
.adi. 1...diat.ly £cllcwiag tho .yael:. 

Babbitt w111also visit Norfolk, Richmond, Charlottesville 
and Old Town Alexandria in the three,day sweep of Virginia, 
discussing measures in Congress kO close national parka and 
historic sites~ allow billion~dollar giveaways of taxpayer
mineral rights, weaken'Clean Water Act protection, and eviscera~e 
the indangered Species Act. 

• ·DOI·· 
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THE GOP vs, OUR t'ATIONAL PARKS 
Are Great Smokies Next On Closure Hit List? 

(,90 words) 
By Bruce Babbitt 

Back on the campaign trail, Tennessee's former Governor 
Lamar Alexander ~de a crucial . observation about his own party 
and the new G,OP leadersryip in Congress: 

"The Republicans in Washington." he warned, ~are missing out 
on an histori~ opportunity to seize the high-ground on tqe 
environment. Instead of sounding like we want to close some of 
the national parks E we should be making the case for supporting 
them. II I . 

He's right of course. GOP lawmakers should "avoid rhetoric 
that drives a wedge between themselves and Americans who enjoy 
the outdoors.# Trouble is, he's too late. The Republican party's 
unprecedented assault on the environment goes beyond rhetoric. 
The newly elected Congress already has a written agenda to close 
our national parks, and shows no hesitation to carry it Ollt~ 

That agenda began on the eve of the 1994 election. Nov. 5, 
when Rep. James Hansen (R-Utah) told the Denver~; ~If we take 
over, we're going to do a Parks Closing Commissioo. ft Upon . 
becoming Chairman of the House public lands subcommittee, Mr. 
Hansen clarified his position to a crowd in Albuquerque: wOne 
hundred and fifty parks of the some 368 need to be dropped. ft 

Finally. in a letter to ,constituents, he wrote: ftThe question is 
not whether to close some parks ou.t how to accomplish this goal. ft 

His colleague; Rep. Joel Hefley (R·Colorado) quickly 
answered him by introduc;ing H.R. 260. which seta up the Parks 
Closure commission because, in Mr. HefleyEs words, ·Some of those 
silly parks don't make sense.

Among the Wsilly parks- in Tennessee .that GOP bill has 
targeted for possible closure: Big South Fork National Recreation 
Area, Fort Donelson Nati'onal Battlefield, Oben National wild and 
Scenic River, Shiloh National Memorial Park, Andrew Johnson 
National Historic Site, CUmberland Gap National Historic Park and 
Stones River National Battlefield. 

Every year. Tennessee's national parks collectively draw 18 
million visitors, who spend $69 per day. pump $750 million into 
the state and local economy and create ~1.241 jobS. 

Yet two Tennessee Republicans in Congress -- John J. Duncan 
Jr. and James H. Quillen -- actually voted for this closure bill. 
As 1996 dawris, the bill remains alive and well and living in 
Congress~ For closing national parks is not merely a rhetorical 
issue for the GOP on Capitol Hill. It's a legislative obsession. 

As Mr~ Alexander rightly observed,' ·we shouldn't be 
squeezing the great national parka as if they were just another 
inefficie~t federal project." And surely, GOP sponsors knew they 
would face a wrathful public if they tried to include the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park on their hit list. 



o.c so I'd assumed. It turns out the GOP agenda is harsher 

than anyone had imagined. . 


In the current Interior appropriations bill, for example, 
the Republican leadership has inluded language ordering the 
closure of America's newest national park: the magnificent Mojave 
Preserve in the California desert. Little wonder President 
Clinton, at my urging, vetoed that bill. But Congress is still 
obsessed, their Mojave Desert closing language is still included 
as part: of tae .Interior appropriations bill, and they're still 
asking President Clinton to sign that park out of existence. 

No chance. 
For this Administration believes in our National Park 

System; I've never heard anyone in Tennessee, or for that matter 
anywhere else in the country, say that we have too many parks. 

Yet the GOP agenda presses 00. 
Just last week, Republican Governor of Arizona Fife 

Symington proposed that Congress abolish Grand Canyon National 
Park. He promised to take his crusade straight to Speaker Newt 
Gingrich. Once they can.go after Grand Canyon. Great Smoky 
Mountains can't be too far behind. 

I 
So what's behind this crusade to close down our national 

parks? Out in the California desert the mining companies are 
unabashed: They want the Mojave park for mining. 

In Grand Canyon, the last mining operation was finally 
'closed down by a reluctant Congress in the 1960s; those companies 
are sti.ll lurking at the border, salivating for the chance to re
enter the park. 

And at Great Smoky, where the great forests have grown back 
since the park was established in 1926. the timber companies 
would love to get their hands on those trees, with developers 
chasing right behind. 

The Great Smokies of Tennessee boast 1,400 flowering plants, 
a hundred types of trees, mosses and lichens; their mists hide an 
understory of mountain laurel and rhododendron; the temperate 
forest is home to some of the rarest plants and animal.s in God's 
creation. In one session, the GOP Congress can destroy it all. 

The people of Tennessee can't 'let it'get to that point. The 
time is now at hand for all who.care about our national parks to 
raise their voices, to recognize the danger, and to explain how 
important these parks are to local economies like Gatlinburg, to 
state pride, to our spiritual well being and to our future. 



~eddy Roosevelt~s Legacy vs. the New Republicans. 
(730 words) 

By Bruce Babbitt 

It waa with disbelief that I read how Governor Pife 
Symington proposes to abolish the Grand Canyon NAtional Park. 

Many of my friends in Arizona are telling me not to 
overreactJ that this proposal ~~ enunciated in his State of the 
State address -~ is just another one of the Governor¥s headline
grabbinq stunts, designed to distract public attention from real 
problems closer to home. 

And yet I do take it seriously. 
Por this proposal fits squarely into the legislative agenda 

put forth by radical Republicans in the Congress, an agenda to 
dismantle the entire framework of the 80 year old National Pa~k 
System. 

That agenda began on the eve of the 1994 election, Nov. 5# 
when Rep. James Jim Hansen (R~Utah) told the Denver ~! -If we 
take ovar, we're going to do a Parks Closing Commission,- As soon 
as Mr. Bansen became Chairman of the Souse public lands 
subcommittee, he clarified bis position to the RQIt, and 
'estimated that his committee may have to close more than 100 of· 
the Park Service's 369 units.- Finally, in a letter to 
constituents, be wrotel "The question is cot whether to close 
some parks but how to accomplish this goal." 

His colleague, aep. Joel Befley (a-Colorado) answered that 
question by introducing B.2. 260, wbich sets up the Parks Closure 
Commission because, 1A Mr. Heflay's words, ·Some of those silly 
parka don' t malte sense." 

It took us three generations of .hard work to carefully build 
up national park units here in Arizona. Yet under the Park 
Closure Bill, 17 of them could be eliminated all at once. 
Consider tha following 'silly parks' on a list for potential 
closing under the bill, Canyon de Chelly and Case Grande, Pipe 
Spring and Sunset Crater, Wupatkl and Walnut ClUlyon, Tonto and 
Tuzigot, Cbiricahua and Coronado, Montezuma Castle &Ad Oregon 
Pipe Cactus, to name but • few. 

All five ~izona Republicans in Congress actually voted for 
this bill. The lone Democrat opposed ·it. 

our Grand Canyon was nOt ineluded, pr'esumahly beoause Qot 
even the radical Rep1ll:>UcanB ill Congress belie_d they could put 
that over OD·the American people. But 40W that Arisona's awn 
governor has given them political cover, I have little doubt that 
Grand Canyon will soon be added to the list. 

The real motive behind these proposals, of course, is to 
sell off our public lands. ADd who might be the speculative 
buyers? I can't speak for other parts of the country, but history 
indicates that in Arizona, the mining corporations will be 
sitting up front when the auction begins. ' 



Shoul~ anyone doubt this, recall that they were mining 
within the Grand Canyon itself clear up until the 19608 when the 
Park Service finally persuaded a reluctant Cocgreee to phase it 
out. There are ln~ct1ve claims in the Canyon right now, just 
waiting for the correot political climate to spring baok to 11fe. 

Or go north up the Continental Divide, where a Canadian 
mining conglomerate is poised to begin excavating a mountain that 
borders right on Yellowstone National Park. 

Meanwhile, in the closed committee rooms on Capitol Hill. 
lobbyists from the mining industry are busy working with House 
Republican leaders to shut down our newest National Park in the 
California desert. And now Gov~ Symington has joined up with the 
radical Republicans in the Bouse. speoifically asking Speaker 
Gingrich to take up his proposal in Congress. 

So it is now urgent that all Ari~onans who care about our 
natural heritage, who built this national park system -- a 
tradition of both Republicans and Democrats like Barry.. Goldwater f 

Carl Hayden, Jol:m )teCain and KG 0'4&11 .... put· a pe~nent stop to 
this foolishness~ 

Those !tepubHcans who want to break apart and sell 0 ff the 
National Parks System might do well to remember that it was a 
Republican named Theodore Roosevelt who first set Aside the Grand. 
Canyon as a place ot national importance. 

And they should engrave in their hearts what that great 
conservationist oaid when he visited the South !tim for the first 
time I -In the Grand Canyoss. Arizona has a natural wonder which l so 
far as I know, i8 in its kind absolutely unparalleled throughout 
the rest of the world•••• leap it for your chlldio_. your 
ehildreQ's children, an4 for all who aame aftar you, as the one 
great sight which every American, it he can travel at a111 should 
see. leep the Qrand Canyon as it is." 

I 

I 
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-Giving Someth'ing Back To A Generous Companion 
.I (790 words)

By Bruce Babbitt 

When my wife Hattie and I landed in Washington three years 
ago, we settled on a home built not three few blocks from the 
Chesapeake and apia Canal. The decision was not coincidence; 
was immediately drawn to the historic. recreational and natural 
world of this' National Park, so close to a crowded. high pressure 
ci~. . 

Hugging Maryland's Potomac border, it is the only canal in 
the country that is a public place from start to finish -- an 
entire system from the great age of canal construction; a 
watercourse that helped move America over the Appalachians into 
the Chio Valley and beyond to create a continental nation. 
" Some 3 to 4 million Ame~icans still experience that journey 
each year, walking, biking 0. hiking the towpath that hugs the 
Potomac River. On this same path, mules once towed canal boats, 
loaded with coal I cement, 'flour and barrels of whiskey, through 
the Piedmont farm country, past the hallowed ground of Antietam, 
along t~he Blue Ridge to join the Shenandoah at Harpers Ferry 
where John Brown met his fate. 

While the Interior Department manages this park, my 
strongest connections to the canal are not professional, but 
deeply personal. An outdoor companion, it has welcomed me at all 
hours and every season: from a brisk, fall, morning jog with our 
dog Ma~rgie. to a long sUmmer stroll at sunset, to listening to 
the water and wind move through the spring evenings, There have 
even been days when I after winter snowfalls, I cross country ski 
into work. 

But this past winter was too brutal, and one morning I awoke 
to find that the C&O Canal is a wreck. 

All along the 185 miles from Washington to CUmberland in the 
Appalachians~ the recent floodwaters have.washed away sections of 
the towpath~ flooded lockhouses. and blown out locka and levees. 

In the upstream reaches, the graceful aqueducts of handcut 
stone that carry the canal across Antietam Creek. Monocacy River 
and other tributaries, are still threatened by high water and 
huge rafts'of driftwood. and ice. 

The flood of 1996 comes at a very bad time in the history of 
the National Park Service. 

One Congressional committee is threatening to close down and 
sell off units of the system (*C&O Canal National Historical 
Park' is on the hit list of House closure bill DR 260). Still 
other committees are holding the Park Service hostage, 
threatening mayhem on all parks unless PresIdent Clinton agrees
to more clear-cutting of old growth forests in the Pacific 
Northwest and, in Alaska. 

At this 'rate, it could be that the ruins of the historic C&O 
will simply remain there as a symbol Of how Congress has 
abandoned our National Park System. 

There could bet however. a brighter outcome. 
It is just possible that the friends of th~ C&O can' rally 

support for the restoration of the canal, and in the process, 



I
awaken grass roots support for the National Park Se~J~8e i~ its 
time of greatest need. i . 

That means giving'something back to the land, water, 
structures and wildlife that have giyen so much to us. To restore 
the canal in this tLme'of fiscal austerity will require a vital 
partnership between th~ Congress, the corporate sector and 
individual citizens. all pulling their share of the weight of 
restoration, '. 

Congress last week authorized $2 million in emergency 
restoration funds ~~ a hopeful sign. But it must follow up by 
releasing the full Park Service budget from its crude attempts at 
extortion. It then can energize a new restoration partnership 
with two additional steps: 

First, authorize the use of visitor fees to stay within the 
park for repair rather than going to the Treasury. Allowing the 
Park Service to keep a $l~OO increase in the existing $4.00 per 
car fee for admission to Great Falls would generate one million 
dollars each year for maintenance and restoration. 

second. it is an enduring scandal that Congress has forced 
the National Park Service to hand out park concessions for as 
little as 2 or 3 percent of gross revenue. Meaningful concession 
reform would enable the Park Service to raise real revenue for 
park restoration. 

The private sector must also help. In coming weeks, the 
National parks Foundation, a private support group chartered by 
Congress, will mount a 'corporate support campaign designed to 
match congressional restoration appropriations dollar for dollar. 

As individuals, we can contribute money and volunteer work. 
The NPF accepts individual, tax-deductible donations for a C&O 
restoration effort (at 1101 17th St. NW, Suite 1102, washington, 
DC 20036; the phone # is (202) 785-4500). 

The National Parks and Conservation Association, the potomac' 
Conservancy, the National Trust far Historic Preservation and the 
C&O Canal Association are all working with the Park Service to 
cOQ~dinate volunteer efforts which should be underway by early 
March. I plan to be the first volunteer when the call goes out. 



Will We Erode or' Restore Our National Parks? 
(890 words) 

By Bruce Babbitt 

The C&O Canal is a wreck. 
All along the ISS 'miles from Washington to CUmberland in the 

Appalachians, the recent floodwaters have washed away sections of 
the towpath. ,flooded lockhouses, and blown out locks and levees . 

. In the upstream reaches, the graceful aqueducts of handcut 
stone that carry the canal across Antietam Creek, Monocacy River 
and other tributaries, are still threatened by high water and 
huge rafts of driftwood and ice. 

The flood of 1996 'comes at a' very bad time in the history of 
the National Park service. 

One Congressional committee is threatening to close down and 
sell off units of the system (~C&O Canal National Historical 
Park" is on the hit list of House closure bill HR 260). Still 
other committees are holding the Park Service hostage, 
threatening mayhem on all parks unless President Clinton agrees 
to more clear-cutting of old growth forests in the Pacific 
Northwest and in Alaska. 

At this rate. it could be that the ruins of the historic C&O 
will Simply remain there as a symbol of how ~ongres~ has 
abandoned our National ~Park System. 

There could bel however, a brighter outCOme. 
It is just possible that the friends of the' C&O can rally 


support for the restoration of the canal, and in the process 

awaken grass roots support for the National Park Service in its 

time of gre,atest need. 


I 
Bvery citizen who;has ever spent a spring morning on the 

towpath above Georgetown, or lingered on a summer day at Great 
Falls, or visited the boat basin at Williamsport, is a voice for 
the canal. It is the only canal in the country that is a public 
place from start to, finish -- an entire system from the great age 
of cana~ construction, a watercourse that helped move America 
over the Appalachians into the Ohio Valley and beyond to create a 
continental nation~ 

And some 3 to 4 mi1lion Americana still experience that 
journey each year t walking I biking or hiking' the towpath that 
hugs the Potomac River ~ On this same path" mules once towed canal 

. boats. loaded with coal, cement 1 flour and barrels of whiskey, 
through the Piedmont farm country, past the hallowed ground of 
Antietam, along the Blue Ridge to join the Shenandoah at Harpers 
Ferry where'John Brown met his fate. 

To restore the canal in this time of fiscal austerity will 

require, a vital partnership between the Congress. the corporate 

sector and fndividual citizens, all pulling their share of the 

weight of restoration. 


Congress last week authorized $2 million in emergency 
restoration f¥nds .. a hopeful sign. But it must fOllow. up by 
releasing the full Park Service budget from its crude attempts at 
extortion. It then can energize a new restoration partnership 



with'cwQ additional seeps! Authorize the use of visitor fees for 
repair, and pass meaningful cohcession reform. 

Under existing law. the admission fees paid by park visitors 
do not stay in the National Park System; they flow straight to 
the Treasury. But Congress can and should change that law, so 
park visitors can help restore our parks, by allowing the Park 
Service to keep all or a portion of the fee increases in the park 
to finance restoration. !n the case of the C&O, a $1.00 increase 
in the existi'ng $4~OQ per car fee for admission to Great Falls 
WQul<i generate one million dollars each year for maintenance and 
restoration. -

Second l it is an enduring scandal that Congress has farced 
the National Park Service to hand aut park concessions for as 
little as 2 or 3 percent of gross revenue. Meaningful concession 
reform would enable the park Service to raise real revenue for 
park restoration. There are dozens of historic buildings, lock 
houses, and old mill buildings that could be leased out for bed 
and breakfast houses and other services to the benefit of 
visitors and historic preservation alike. 

The private sector must also help. Out West,. Yosemite 
National Park receives nearly $1 million dollars per year from 
corporate and business supporters. There should be' a similar 
level of support from the many businesses in Washington and on 
both sides of the Potomac in Maryland, Virginia and West 
Virginia~ 

In coming weeks, the National Parks Foundation, a private 
support group chartered by Congress, will mount a corporate 
support campaign designed to match congressional restoration 
appropriations dollar far dollar. 

We can also help as individuals with both contributions and 
volunteer work in the restoration effort. The National park 
Foundation accepts individual, tax~deductible donations for a C&O 
restoration effort (NPF is at 1101 17th St. NW, Suite 1102, 
Washington, DC 20036; the phone # is (202) 785-4500). 

Once the d~ge assessment is complete and emergency 
stabilization is set, the long process of restoration will begin, 
and there will be plenty of opportunity for volunteers to make a 
real contribution in cleaning up and helping to repair stretches 
of the canal. The National Parks 'and Conservation Asaocia~ionr 
the Potomac Conservancy. the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation and the C&o Canal Association are all working with 
the Park Service to coordinate volunteer efforts which should be 
underway by early March. 

I plan to be the first volunteer when the call goes out. 
The C&D canal is too valuable to lose to the ravages of time 

and weather. It is part of who we are as Americans, and it can be 
restored. Perhaps it may even be the landmark catalyst for what I 
call Restoration Partnerehips7 marking a new era of support tor 
the National Park system all ,over America. 
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Bruce 	aabbitc address to the American Institute of Architects 
Delivered in Atlanta at 11 a.m. on Friday May S, 1995 

For most of our history. we have taken for granted the 
interdependence of architecture and the American landscape. 

The cont'ours of the land guided the pat~erns of settlement 
and design. Where there was a natural ha=bor, we started with a 
wha~f. Where there was a dense, virgin fores:, we built leg 
cabins. In the treeless desert, we b'J.i!.t: adobe homes close to the 
gr?und. And where our only roads were rivers, we built: on their 
banks. 

Sut with increased industrialization. we saw oupselves as 
free from the confines of place. 

The rise of a powerful, urban, mobile. industrial econc~y 
brought many good things. Scientific breakthroughs brought air 
conditioning to the humid South, electric heating to the Alaska 
wilderness, irrigation to the arid desert asphalt to muddyt 

roads, and reenforced concrete to earthquake zones. 

Another measure of our freedom from place~" from 1909 to 
1939, people anywhere in the US could stuff a check in an 
envelope and order a prefabricated house delivered from a Sears 
Roebuck catalogue. 

The birth of generic sprawl 

But the dark side of this new technology 1. that by freeing 
us from the confines of place, it severed our connection with the 
natural world. 

In modern cicies today, phalanxes of skyscrapers block out 
the warmth and light of the sun. Asphalt spreads over the land, 
and inside the buildings, the only reminders of nature are 
stylized landscape paintings on the windowless walls. 

Even outside, all we nave are scraggly trees planted on top 
of cement aidewaiks l a few shrubs in planters J and flocks of 
foraging pigeons. 

•And in our daily lives, tecpnology has torn our towns and 
communities apart, Schools and markets, once within walki~g 
distance have been stretched to driving distance. Banks "and 
restaurants were reduced to drive-thru windows. We cut ourselves 
off !rom the landacape~with three thick inches of tar and 
asphalt. 

For the last half-'century we have lived by the doctrine of 
Hunlimited low*density'growth. fl We've written it into the canon 
of our zoning laws and other public policies. And as a result 
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we've wi:nessed a national hegira to suburbia! sprawl~ng away 
from ~~in Street in search of new lives, wide streets a~d big 
law::.s. 

7he result is a sea of subdivisions, scrip malls that run 
main street out of business, parking loes that lap at the wal:s 
of Qur schools and workplaces, and generic buildi~9S :hat !urther 
degrade our aer.se of place and attachment to the land. 

The grassroots heritage movement 

Well, that's all rapid:y cha~ging. Allover the councry, 
people are standing up for their heritage. and for the identity 
that sets them a~art from the rest of the world. 

From Charleston to Sa~ Francisco, New orleans to Chicago 
local neighborhoods have oriented themselves through laws that 
protect their local heritage. Philadelphia preserves its 
architectural mosaic that stretches from colonial~era brick 
buildings like Independence Hall, to Modernism's P5FS building. 
New Orleans' wrought iron balconies of the Vieux Carre still 
fi~y anchor the character and identity of that bayou city. 

Outside of the cities, this movement is manifest on the 
cultural landscape. With help from the National park service, 
rural areas have remained rooted, and impart their identfty ~o 
the people who live and work there.' 

Consider the Blackstone River Valley! where ~~rican 
craftsmen first built the machines that harnessed water to spin 
cotton at the outbreak of the Industrial Revolution. Along the 
fifty or so miles that the Blackstone meanders through 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, mill towns, canals, old 
factories, markets! farms and the entire landscape testify to the 
way people lived and worked, from Native Americans to farmers to 
craftsmen and immigrant factory workers. These are not museums; 
life goes an in the Blackstone Valley and people whose traditions 
helped to shape the landscape continue to· leave their mark on it. 
Atlanta's Auburn Avenue 

Right here in Atlanta, as you walk down· Auburn Avenue 
through Martin Luther King, Jr.'. old neighborhood, you find a 
place that has been a symbol of success and achievement for the 
city'S African~American community, a place where I just after the 
Civil War, African American entrepreneurs and factory workers 
bought homes, started businesses, and built their places of 
worshio. And now Sweet Auburn resonates for all Americans, 
evoking a .pirit that transcends the physical site. 

No doubt each of you here could add an example of your own. 
You have worked with people who have discovered the truth that, 
to know where you're going, you have to know where you've been. 
They know exactly what makes each neighborhood unique, what gives 
a place ita identity, and by celebrating, cherishing, and 



rescoring 'what makes their neig:-.borhoods or landscapes unique,
they strengthen thei~ own ~dentities. 

A momentous shift 

In the past few decades, we have rediscovered the 
interdependence between architecture and the American landscape,
We have: recog,nized the link that tells us not only where we are, 
but who we are. And we have begu~ to infuse that recognition 
into ::he design of new buildings and new communities. 

, I 
Where once we ran away from context, abandoning the cast, we 

now turn around, walk back down main street, and embrace it wic"h 
our eXperience. I 

I 
Where once we would have caken a wrecking ball to a historic 

building, now we pause, and ask: Can we make it relevant? Can we 
renovate it? Can we restore it with new, stronger materials? And 
can we make it reson~te. not as just a monument, but as a 
functioning part of the ccmmunity? 

Where once we paved over an open field l diverted a stream, 
drained a marsh, and cut down an ancient forest, now we have 
begun to ask: Can we work to preserve the living, natural 
elements that are unique to each particular place and give it its 
character a~d identity? 

, 
r believe that we ,not only can, but we must. 

Architects and planners have been rediscovering an important 
reality: that the human spirit is greatly diminished when it is 
isolated from the sights and sounds of the natural world. 

In his book BiQphilia Edward Wilson suggests that this 
affinity between people and their natural landscape is rooted in 
our evolutionary origins' in the savanna landscapes of Africa. 

, Othe~ writers like Emerson and Thoreau interpret qature as a 
reflection of the divine presence to which we aspire. 

Whatever the ultimate source of our yearning,toward nature, 
I share it. and believe with Rene DeBos, that when we alter our 
natural landscapes. we need noc destroy them. but should rather 
try to integrate them with our design. In fact, the fusion of the 
built environment and the natural landscape can enrich both the 
human spirit and the diversity of nature. 

We must find ways to work this concept into every building 
and community we design. We must create tools that not only make 
this connection possible, but encourage it. 

I would argue that we have these tools in such laws as. the 
Clean Water Act and Endangered Species Act. , 
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i 
6o:h"chese laws, enacted in :he 1970'9, recognize and give 

form to the national interest in proteccing the biological 
diversity and productivity of our lands. And each of these laws 
presents opportunities. for in~egratiag nacural values into 
development projects. They point the way towards the sacred 
places on the Arnerican'landscape, and give us the means to 
integrate that landscape inco our lives . 

. On South Padre Island 

The Clean Water Act halted the pervasive dredging, filling 
and destruction of our wetland along sea coasts, in estuaries 
and ~arshes and in lakes and gtrea~ and adjacent watersheds. In 
the upper middle west the protection of prairie potholes has 
helped to restore the flights of migratory waterfowl to their 
highest levels in a quarter ce~tury. The wetlands legislation has 
helped to rescore fisheries from New York harbor to Chesapeake 
Bay to t,he Gulf Coast to the shores of the Pacific. ' 

The wetlands law does not prevent development; to the 
contrary, it invites us to devise new ways to interconnect human 
habitat and the natura~ world, Last summer I saw an impressive 
example of how nature wetlands values can be integrated into 
develop. The place is South Padre Island off the coast of Texas', 
On the mainland side of the eay you can the effeces of old style. 
humanity at war with nature, development. Tidal wetlands were 
filled with ruble clear to the top of seawalls built in deep 
water. With the tidal flats destroyed. the flocks of shorebirds. 
terns, sandpipers and wilets have disappeared. The white egrets
and the blue herons which fish in the shallow tidal waters have 
also moved out I leaving an impoverished place where coner'ete and 
seawater meet in silence. 

Just Across the Bay on the island side, a visitor can see 
what architects and developers have created since the passage of 
wetlands law. architects and developers have developed in a new 
style, worked out since, passage of the wetlands act. There are no 
sea waUs. The waves still wash across tidal flats filled with 
shorebirds and egrets and herons. Flocks of red headed'ducks and 
pintails and shovelors feed on the shallow sea grasses. And' just. 
beyond the tidal reaches are the are residences, hotels, 

,condominiums restaurants, and a convention'center, all carefully 
:aid out to incorporate the tidal zones as part Of the overall 
design. In fact the interconnection is so skillfully wrought that 
the terraces of the convention center are the best place to watch 
wading birds and shorebirds interacting in the timeless 
procession of the seas~ns, the tides, the wind and the sea. 

Butterlfies on San Bruno Mountain 

. The Endangered Species Act. like the wetlands leg~slation. 

provides the ~lexibility for creative solutions to hab>tat 

protection and development. The specific provision is the 

Habitat Plan, which encourages developers to resolve ccnflic~s 




with endangered species by des;igning in harmony with the na::.ura:' 
landscape. It can provide sufficient open space and natural 
lands a~d to ensure biological vitality on the landscape. Seen 
in this perspective t habitat conservation is just ancther form of 
open space planning t " thoroughly in tune with the modern movement 
to put nature back into ou= ~eighborhoods and our daily lives, 
Habitat conserJation pla~s are a way of selecting and blending 
the desirabl~ and biologically important attributes of the 
landscape into the election and maintenance of open space. 

It all started with three endangere'd butterflies found only 
in the San Bruno Mountains, j~st south of San Francisco. For 
local residents these butterflies were part of the character ofI 

their home. So, in a pioneering effort. biologists and developers 
worked out a plan allowing for more dense development at the foot 
of the mountain in exchange for permanent protection of the 
higher slopes of the mountain for butterfly habitat. 

This plan, howeve~ nove: from a biological perspective' would 
sound very familiar to a land planner, for it iS,really just ' 
another farm of planned unit development, exchanging higher 
density on one part of the landscape for open space on another. 
And indeed that simple, time honored concept is what lies at the 
heart of habitat planning, incroducing biological as ar.other 
ingredient in the selection and layout of open space# 

Sonoran landscapes 

In recent years I have seen these concepts reflected in 
developments in and around my hometown of Phoenix. In the 
foothills, architects have abandoned the old practice of 
stripping the land down to mineral soil and are now designing 
residences that fit into an undisturbed landscape of saguaro, 
ococillo, creosote, opuntia and the other xeric plants of the 
Sonoran desert. 

In some of these developments buyers must s'ign a covenant 
to landscape only with'planes on ,an approved list of desert 
vegetation~ Even golf courses are designed to minimize manicured 
fairways so that golfers can encounter the aroma of creosoce 
after a rain shower or,the silhouette of saguaros on the skyline 
-at sunset. 

Texas cave c;ountry 

The mogt recent, large scale Endangered Species Design 
doesn't involve a plan at all, because there is no "take" of any 
species. 

In central Texas t the Del Webb Corporation recently 
announced plana to build a retirement co~nity in ~he oa~ 
savanna hill country, gouth and west of Austin. Th~s reg1on, 
constituting some of the most beautiful country in the southwest, 
is also the home of twO endangered beetles, that live only in ~he 



subterranean limestone caves of that region. NOw, you would~'t 
chink that:. most people could gee tOO excited over cave 
invertebrates, bue .like :he endangered species of other parts of 
the country, chese gave unique significance to this particular
landscape. 

Not only did the developers protect the species I they 
designed their buildings around the habitat, even putting in a 
nature trail 'that gave residencs more access to this special 
resource. Contrary co popular myth. developers assert that the 
presence of these species and their cave habitat actually
increases the value of the property. 

Yet, even as these innovations are producing result.s. the 
laws are now under challer.ge. The House of Representatives is 
likely to eviscerate the Clean Water Act next week. And on 
Mo~day, a bill will be,introduced in the U.S. senate that ca~ be 
summed up in seven words: The Endangered Species Act is hereby 
repealed. And proposed takings laws would weaken countless other 
laws that protect the American" landscape and each American' s 
unique sense of place* 

Reconnecting with the landscape 

My view of architecture is constantly shaped and reshaped. 
And it happened again only a short while ago. 

I visited the birth home 'of Rachel Carson, the great 
wildlife biologist and writer.. I walked silently through this 
simple, old farmhouse .. this simple, elegant building. I felt 
the floor boards creak beneath my feet and I looked" closely at 
the workmanship of the moldir.gs and window sashes. 

As I walked the grounds, I began·to senee how natural the 
setting was ~- how natural this home was. This building. 

This woman, from a very young age, had an intense personal 
relationship with the landscape .. with the land. That 
relationship drew her to the natural sciences and to writing. 
She wrote with the joy that comes with the love of nature. ~~d 
then she wrote with the fury that comes in seeing it destroyed. 
And her writing changed the course of history. 

. . 
That intense personal relationship with the landscape is 

what we, as 'a people f now require. For Rachel Carson l that 
relationship began on the front porch of a small building. A 
small home, perfectly settled into the Pennsylvania countryside. 

You have the power to help reconnect the American people 
with their landscape. I urge you to be aware of it -~ and to use 
it wisely. That is no small challenge. 

http:moldir.gs
http:challer.ge

