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Babbitt Unveils
Parking Plan

for Yosemite

» Qutdoors: Proposal would cut
traffic by up to 60% and remove
buildings 1o restore habitat. [t
appears to have broad support.

8y JAMES RAINEY
TEMAS START WHITER

SAN FRANCISCOw-For gensrations,
a farmuly day irp to the heart of Yozernite
National Park has meant piting in and eut
of the car at Brdalveit Fail. El Capetan
and Yosemite Falls, Much of that day
miight also be spent on Lhe lpekout—not
for bears or the California spotted owl-—~
b for the ever<lulive parking space.

With 3 comprehengive plan released
Honday for remaking Yosemuite Valley,
the National Park Servics hopes g put an
and to that scenatie and lorever change
the way the public comes to Yosemite

If ihe plan 5 adopted by park service
management thig year, the vast majority
of vimtors will leave their cars on Lhe pe-
nphery of the park. potentally cutting
traffic on ihe valley floor by 80%. Visi-
tors would resch final Jestinations such
as masestic F) Captan by shutte bus, b

sycis or o oot
* The praposal framesd by Interior Secrs
tary Bruce Babbhity in 3 speech before the
Cammonweaith Clad i3 3 compromise
ihat has won over the broad middie in the
national envworgnental conimunity, et
angered others who gay it 13 either o0 re-
strictive of public access of not restrictive
encugh.

Baobiit insisted that the plan accony
plishes the twin goeis of restoring as
much as 1580 acres of wetlands, meadows
and foresis that had been ovemm by
buiidingz and human belngs, witle still
atiowang people ready aceess 16 Tosemita,

"Pecple are weicome lo their park”
Babbitt said. "We don’t manage nationasl
parks by taking the sasy step of mying,
'Stay hame.' That would just farther the
breach between Americans and their
satural world, T

“We can improve the visifor experir
ence and at the same Lime we are recoy-
enng and restoring the landscape to
something more approximating ita origi-
nat condition.”

The fivevolyme plan presenied Mon-
day presents five options, including jegv
ing curtent buildisgs and management i
the mile-swade, T-miieiong Yosemite Val-
ley unchanged,

Los Angetes Times

The park ervice’s “prefered” option
woudd make a sumber of agmficant i
ERhony. mwisting =hmipaling oty
than LO0O gariing epoces i the valley
and directing cars 10 1018 oulining £
Portal, Badger Pass and Crane Flal mev-
ing heusing for sbout 800 emaloyees ot
ef the vallev 1o nearby communities; clog
ng 1.2 mides of one maip road 1o cars and
{eaving che path for pedestrans and bioy
SH8 restoning parts of the Merced River
by remowing three of 11 bndges and 3
dam,

Soms Y73 campgrounds lost ia 3 1997
fleoed wauld never be rebasil and 10 oih
ef's Would be removed, colting ;o half the
nurmher of campng sites that histoncally
exasten 1 the valley.

To accomglish these goals, some other
lang on the valley Noor would have to be
deveioped with, for exampie, a new cenr
teal parking ot for 550 car and rebudt
wriis of Yosemite Lodge.

Babbitt sud ne @ determined 10 see
e wroposal 1o s completion, afler
watchung as other plang for Yossmute
foundered.” Afler three morths of public
hearings ending in early July, the plan
must be approved by Yosernste's superin-
tenclent and by the Westers Regon chief
of the Park Service.

Progpects for the Yosemite Valley Plan
£t 2 boost Monday, when representy-
tives of three major nationaj environmen-
il orgarasations—The Wildernesy Soui
oly. the Natural Resowreer Defense
Couneil apd the Natonal Purks Conses

¥auun  Assnstood slongside
Habbitt and offered their andotse
rienis, ;-

“Yoip don’t have 1o be 3 policy
#xpert to realize this is great,”
said Natzal Resources Defense
Council board member Chyristing
Rugsell. "It means that future
vizisors wilt be able Lo get around
the valiey eaxdy on fool on bicy
¢ies or in shutte buses. Instegd of
neodgy uaffic, they'l hear birds
and waterfalls and the Merosd
River runing ihrough the vl
oy

On busy summer days, 39 many
as 7,000 ¢ars have crammsd into
the narcow valley and its two onie-
way thoroughfares. Dorens of
buses sometimes had o line up at
populst destinations like Yo
semite Falls, Overcrowding pro-
godutes sven allow ciosure of the
vilisy o cary, aithough ikt
haa't happenad since 1996,

Critics said the pian 8 just the
latest sxample of the lnlaricr Dev

ent and Park Service mov
ing ahead too quickly, They noted

MAR 28 oo

Bl iR agencies nan impty
SO the Jroposal e mednes
# pubhic COmMMEnts nust Moy e
sV an e parR'S bt maar
flan, w Blueprint far pretectian of
e Merced River that s supnoses
lo helpy guide bl Vosamuie plaps
mng.

A lawyer for Friends of Yoo
semite Villey suggested thyt the
park sErvice was Citugnvenuing
the gntwe public process” By puse
aing & maero plan for the Vailev
without plan for 148 poncipsl sver,
Atterney Juliz Olsan cuibs} the
move Ttolally SHepat” and e
aritis rught sue to siap the pign,

Lawsuits have plaved maiar
rale in redirecting Yosermie pias-
ning efforts in recent years
Widening of a major route nto
the park. Highway 140, wag
Happed by litigation, Anather syt
prevented reconsiruciion of mach

“of the flood-damaged Yosemute

Lotige. because entics said & wag
clearly th a natural ares that
should remain open,

Sierra Club Executive Director
Cart Pope said his group liked
many of the pian’s propasals bt
probably would object to bringing
in larger and faster buses, to re-
building Yosemite fodge and
wondd question the placement of
ihe ione day-use parking ot
Other club members have culied
for stringent <apt on park visita-
tian o7 vehicle iraifin,

Represeatatives of the sural
“gatewny” communities near Yo
semite. meanwhile, oxpresged
fears in the ather directinn—
about too many restrictions by
the Park Service,

“The American people are in
jove with wer vehicles and it s
ROIng 16 be very hard to got them
oul of their care ang gel themona
bus” said Mariposa County So-
pervisor Garry FParker, “especiaiiy
with stroliers and pionic baskets. |
think the traveler mught ioox at
this and say 'I's just easier to go
somewhere glse.”

"I think it could hurt the
husinesy people of the surround-
g commuraties.”

Mark Thornton, & SUpeTvisor in
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anaroy Tuchunne (ouniy, sad
-thees BHay Aeve! Deen enough «ays
30 purking in the vaitey and thas
3 begy ehitist plan wosbé consider
sebhing more parking for day s
wrs. whe make yp the vast maor
ay of 1me gack’s autdience, TWhy
AOL condvie? MOVINE LMmE entge
cuy of emgpigvees and others off
the valiey foer and dedicate tha
g otay wisitors. whe are the g
ges users of the park.” Thornton
zaul.

1.8, Hep. George Hadanovich
{H-Marrposal sud the Park Serv-
-ica had not spent nearly entugh
time Lrying (o resolve traffic prote
lerng withoul removing fars o
parking, e said ne would fight
for betler traflic planning, hefore
SLPHOITING 1 miove W reguce the
aurnpet of cars.

Babbitt amd hig zgency wanls
in hear e publit’s views on Yo
serre. bud (hid he is convinied
that development and sutomobile

ralfic are pxceusive,

“The area iz aquivalent in 3ize
16 Contral Park in New Yark City
put with more 7ads, mare autor

MAR 28

Remaking Yosemite Valley

Here are some of the provisions o che Yesermie Valler Pan drafi

& The number of garking spaces for fay use would be seduced from
more than 166 1o 358, afl at Yesemuis Village.

» The number of fodmng rooms n Jhe valley would be reduced
from 1250 to 981 by removing cabuing at Curry Village ang
Housekeepug Camp. Yostmie Lodge would De ailowed Lo replace
:z?m than 100 wnuts lost 16 3 1947 food. bnnging 10 387 the number
of rokins. .

o A 3 2.mide section of Northaide Drive, & maus artery through the
vailey flosy, would be eliminated and replaced Wth 3 paved tont
and bike trail.
* Anout 180 acres wordd be mstored 1o & ratural state, inciuding
Abhwahned and Sioneman meadaws, by remoning roads, trads and
some batldings..
® Three brdged and 2 dam would be removed 1o reduce erosion
ajorg the Merrad River. & 130-loat-wte protection sone would e
imposed along ot of the nver and almog 3 development moved
outside that sone, Indigenous shrubs, willows and black Mk lrees
would be planted.
» Campsites would be reduced from 475 so 485, More than 100
would be wilk-in campnies, acessible on foot but witheut nearby
wg‘ Another 375 carapaed logt in 3 1997 food would ot be
iz,

mobiles and more development New York Cily then in [Yosemita)

than in Central Park.” Babbit
said, “There i3 3 certain irony that
vou would find more saiitude in
the Sheep Meadow inn the nudst of

Yatley.

TWe must restore a semblance
of nature 0 this mwest sublime
place in ol country.”
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Office of the Secretary— Contact: Tim Abern {202) 208-508%
For Immediate Release ¥ Scott Gediman (209) 372.0248
March 27, 2000 -

BABBITT ANNOUNCES DRAFT PLAN TO
RESTORE YOSEMITE VALLEY

Remarks at Cammonwealth Club unveil approach in which people adapt to park, not vice-versa

SAN FRANCISCO - Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbint today announced a draft plan o
restore Yosemite Valley by reducing wraffic and crowding and restoring portions of the vailey which s at
the heart of one of the nation’s greatest national parks.

“Yosemite Valley is one of nature’s most awesome creations,” said Babbitt. “Over the years,
roads and bridges and structures have been constructed which, in some cases, have contributed to the
spraw! and crowding that visitors to Yosemite are trying to avoid. In Yosemite, we're using the lessons
and impems from the New Year's Day flood in 1997 to help adapt visitors to the needs and forces of
nature in the Valley, rather than the other way around. We are helping 1o return the Yosemite Vailcy to
what it has always been - a place of breathtaking beauty.”

. “The proposals we are making in Yosemite are in line with how we’re improving the
transportation system in other parks, such as the Grand Canyon, Acadia, and Zion. Our goalin
Yosemite, as in those parks, is 10 make sure visitors spend time appreciating the natural beauty of the
parks, rather than focusing on where to park,” Babbiit said.

The changes are part of a Draft Yosemite Valley Plan which provides direction and proposes
specific actions to preserve Yosemite Valley, The draft plan is based on the broad goals laid out in
Yosemits National Park’s 1980 General Management Plan of reducing traffic congestion and crowding,
allowing natural processes 1o work, and reclaiming the Valley's natural beauty.

The Draft Yosemite Valley Plan produced by the National Park Service proposes 1o

. " Rip out Cascades Dam on the Merced River, along with three bridges affecting the
natural flow of the stream, rest:mng riparian, meadow and Black Oak landscapes on its
banks

. Remove roads through Stoneman and Ahwahnee Meadows, and tear up most parking in
the east Valley other than at lodging, campgrounds and Yosemite Village

. Demolish and restore to nature the Superintendent’s House, commercial stables, some
units of Housekeeping camp, some NPS Operations and concessioner admimstration,

{More)

*,



EWS SU.

e
gt 1.8, Departmant af the Interior
PICK-UP IN ROOM 1063

IMARY

Otfice of Communications
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1999

U.S. Sues
To Raze

Tower at

Gettysburg

Eminent Domain
Invoked in Court

By Sterney Bazn
Fushingron Post Sioff Pruee

The fedesal governmment moved 1o
end 3 27.year modernday skirviak at
Gettysburg National Military Park by
Siing susit yesterday to tear down 2 prie
vately owned., 318400t ohaervation tow-
er that history buffs have repeatedly de-
aounced ag 2 nagonal evesore spoiting
gdmemmsmmmtivﬁ

The govertiment excrcised its power |

of eminemt domain in U5, District
Court in Hamrisburg, Pa.. againat the
owners of the Nationa) Tower, a com-
mercial tourist attraction on private
property nedr the fields where Union

turned back 12,000 Condederate
soldiers in the attack called Plokett's
Charge.

Congress has given the National
Park Service about $6 million to acquire
the tower and two other parcels inside
the Gettysburg park bowndaries, The
federal court will deterorine fir com-
pensation for the taking of the land after
hearing argussenss from the Juatice e
partinent and the peogerty owners

“We didn't want the bonvwr it the park
in the first place and talceg it down san
ungortamsymboifor 1 neewr day dawn-
ing at Getlysburg,” said Desinis Galvin,
deputy director of the Nazimai Park
Service.

The grimary owaer ei the tower,
0.C. busineswran Thomas Ottenstein,
declined comunent, aving he had et

&mmﬁmmnmha&ﬁmw :

camahwzthhzskwycr

Preservation groups praised Interior
Secretary Hruce Sobingt for Aifilling s
i bring dows the tower on s
Babbitt aleo has backed & Pk
Lervice plan 1o Dulld 4 neve wisitor cen
ter ot Oettysbairg and rextore the bagtle
feld o s 18873 appearance.

“We're duilled by iy news” said
Richard Moe, pressient of the National
Trust for Historic Preservation, which
heiped lead the Bght 10 remove the towe
g “i's an abomination and should not
have Ben built in the St place, We're
;Wy suppartive of Secretary Bab-

NG

€3, Jarves Lighthizer, president of Yhe
Chit War Preservadion Trast, alwo
praised the government’s action ang
said “hopefully this will never happen
again” At Gettysburg or other battie-
fiekda 2cross the country,

*It's abowt time* said Bileen
freedd, northeast regional director of
National Parky and Conservation Asao-
m&f’m "Well finally have it out of the

The “complaint in comdemnation,”
filed by U8, Attomey David M. 8a
rasch, said the tower property “ia ro.
guired for the proper administration,
preservation and development” of the

Gettysturg park and “for the use, henes,

it and emjoyment of the public.”

Ccmmmtmofthemwbegmm“

1972 and quickly drew the opposition of
W(}w Miiton Shape.
i one point, cowrt proceedings
stooped the wmeer's construction, at
178 feet. Bt in 1973, the Pevnsybvania
Seprenwe Court declined o bt the pro
et The following year, tower ownees
beat Dok 2 chalfienge in federal court,
The tower's Jocation oo private propy

eftyeﬁmfwiga% & fununity fom:

baneb e controls on the books at
ﬁ;at e, A IQ?ZW!: tetween

vice swap land acts with the dever
opers 30 1hat the tower woukl oot BE
built coses 1o the crater of the tatile
fipid

FILE P ASSO0STRE APUES

Thw 27-year-old tpwer hovering over the
Gettyshiry park is 110 faet tadl.

MWMWM(!

‘The National Park Service is trving to buy a 240-acre farm that
is the last privately held parce] within the boundaries of Monocs-
oy Naticus] Battlefield avar Predevick.

?&t&m&y?mmtﬁcmﬁsﬁ for the ﬁnalphmsfthchdo-

nocacy battle, alse calied "the bs

that saved Washingion,” that

1aft more than 3,600 dead, wounded or missing on July 9, 1864,
The property, abowt three miles south of Frederick, iy owned by

the Josephine Clapp family and is Sosed to the pu
ampp thin the boundaries of the 1 670-acre batthe

£ wan

blic.

Seid when Congress created the national park in 1834,
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(Office of the Secretary . Comact: Michael Gauldin
For immediate Release: May 20, 19499 202/208-6416

Statement by Interior Secretary Bruce Babbinf Regarding Action by the
- House of Represemames to Give C ongraxs Veto Power Over UN. Designations

“They’ve got things backwards. President Nixon 51gned the World Hentag& Legistation as a way of
exporting one of America’s best ideas, our national parks, to recognize special piaces all over the wmld‘
It’s like a five star rating that brings millions in tourist dollars annually to our country.

“It’s comical for these guys to say this idea, our idea, is actually a plot by foreigners and space aliens,
and we're going to stop it. '

[ am sure we can expect the Senate again to ignore it, which is all it deserves.”

- DOI -
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LU.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OFE THE SECRETARY
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (O} 202/208-6416
December 7, 1998 {NPS) Scott Gediman (O) 209/372.0248

INTERJOR SECRETARY ANNOUNCES COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING PROCESS
FOR YOSEMITE VALLEY

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt announced 1oday that the National Park Service
will be consolidating s current planning activities for the future of Yosemite Nazmna& Park in
California into one comprehensive draft plan

“We have listened to public responses to previous planning proposals and we got the
message loud and clear,” Secretary Babbin said. "It makes sense that we roil things into one
comprehensive package that can be reviewed in total. Taken together, it will meet ous
expectations 1o restore natural areas and to protect resources while at the same improving the .
quality of visitor experiences.”

The new comprehensive draft plan will integrate the draft Valley Implementation Plan,
the draft Housing Plan, the Yosemite Lodge project and the Lower Yosemite Falls project. The
plan will thoroughly analyze a range of options that will ultimately provide a vision for the future
of the Yosemite Valley and Yosemite National Park.

Yosemite National Park’s 1980 General Management Plan {GMP) continues o be the
tempiate guiding all planning efforts in the park. The GMP's overall goals are to reclaim
priceless natural beauty, reduce cars, congestion and crowding, allow natural processes 10 prevail
and to promote visitor understanding and enjoyment.

“When we have completed the planning process, it’s my goal that Yosemite National
Park becomes an even better place in the 21st century for the spectacular natural resources and
for everyone who comes to enjoy them,” Babbitt said.

The draft comprehensive plan is scheduled to be completed in May, %?9‘} A final
decision is expected to be made next fall.

-DOL-



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
YOSEMITE NATIONMAL PARK
PO, BOX 577

IN REPLY SEFER TO: - YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK CALIFURNIA 935389

Comments of Yosemite Superintendent Stanley T. Albright
Comprehensive Planniog Process for Yosemite Valley Announcement
December 7, 1998
Washington, D. C,

The inittative faunched today for Yosemite Valley under the leadership of Secretary Babbitt, with
support from the Wiiderness Society, National Parks and Conservation Association and the Natural
Resource Defense Council, will result in the best possible plan to move the park into the 21"
Century.
The public involvernent processes have provided a fundamental message about the planning
uniderway for Yosemite Valley: incorporate all Valley projects into one comprehensive plan, And
we have listened. [n formulating this comprehensive Valley plan, we will incorporate the Yosemite
Lodge project, draft Yosemite Valley Housing Plan. draft Yosemite Valley Implementation Plan and
Lower Yosemite Falls project into ane integrated plan. We wiil provide the public with a thorough .
analysis of the impacts and trade-offs of proposed restoration, resource marmgernent and visitor
enhancement alternatives. Our goal is to have the draft plan for Yosemite Yalley available for public
review in May of 1599 and issue a final plan late next year,
Crafting plans for the Valley has slways been a complox and challenging process. [f we are to
sucoeed with this new initiative, the public and the National Park Service will have 1o make difficult
decisions about the trade-oifs necessary to balance the needs of nature and the more than four
million annual visitors to the park. 1f we are to succeed, we will have 1o build consensus through
compromise and cooperation. Warking together, we are confident that we can implement positive
change inthe.Valley to reselve restoration, resource management and visitor enhancement
challenges for the greatest good, not just the special interest of the few.
The park’s General Management Blan (GMP) will continue to be used as a gutde for this ambitious
effort. The GMP's goais, as you recall, are 10 reciaim priceless naturad beauty, reduce cars and
congestion, allow natural processes to prevail, and promote visitor understanding and enjoyment.
These goals reroain valid today.
As stewards of Yosemite, the National Park Service has a responsibility © paxmcr with the public to
resolve the park’s complex challenges. It is a responsibility we take very seriously. This new
initiative demonstrates that the public process is working in Yosemite.
We want to thank the public once again for participating in the planging process for Yosemite
Valley. Inthe coming months, we will be providing ongoing updates on planning efforts and details
. on how to participate in the public review process. 1t is our hope that the public will continue to -
provide us with thoughts and recommeridations as we move forward to preserve and protect one of
the nation's most magnificent natural treasures.



- Natienal Park ‘
Yosemite i

| 998 Fact Sheet

Administration

U. S. Department of the interiar

Seanley T. Albright

Supenutendent
Established October 1, 18%0
1998 Budget $19,169,000 (inidal sllocadon)
1998 Staffing National Park Service® Summer  Winter
‘ Permanent - full time ’ 365 365
Permanent - part tume . 116 115
Temporary - seasonal 350 24
TOTAL 831 &C5
Yosemite Concession Services Corporation® )
. 1,500 100C
— *199¢ cxtimaes :
sitor Use
' Visitation 1996 4,118,783
" 1997 3,801,397
Visitor Protection 19% 1997
: Search and Rescus Operations 192 | 154
Motor Vehicle Accidents 404 378
Custodial Arvests 457 333
DUL Arrests £3 46
Case Incident Records : 3,900 4054
Fatalities : fin 9
Backsountry Use® . 1977 1997 1997
People - 74,537 52,536 48,523
Overpight Stays 194,243 105,103 99,866
Average Stay(days) 2.61 200 2.06

*Touls include number of permin issved plos 2 persencage of no-
shows, U5, Fores Service waers sad backpackers without permits.
1997 Sy tes do noe inchade Figh Sierm Camps sutbuiox. o



‘National Parks and
Conservation Association

News Release

FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 7. 1998
CONTACT: rome Uher, (202) J23-6722 ext, 123
Briun Huse, {31010L839-9922

E’a:‘k Advocates Back Comprehensive Approach to Yosemite
Development, Access Planning To Be Consolidated

Washington, D.C. — A comprehensive approach o the future of Yosemite National Park will help planners resotve
conflicts and berter consider how waffic, construction and nature interact in the park. the nation’s iciding natioral -
park advocacy group said today. The Nationat Barks and Conservation Association (NPCA} tday enthusinstically
supported the National Park Service's consolidation of current project plans into one comprehensive draft plan,

“The vision of & restared Yosemite Valley is stifl within cur reach if we put the protection of natural and
cultural resources first. This consolidated planning approach will enable the Park Service to better consider the,
impacts that people and cars and buildings have on the natural setting.” said NPCA President Tom Kiernan, “The
flood damage of (997 secved as a wake up call that Yosemite needs bold, broad action to protect the valley, We
can 't ook at each problem individually, We must address the Yosemite Valley's heaith as a whole,”

The new comprehensive draft plan, ansounced today by Interior Secretary Brucc Babbin, will tntegrate the
draft Valley [mplementation Plan. the draft Housing Plan. the Yosemiré Lodge project and the Lower Yosemite Falls
project. '

(n 1980, Yosemite approved a General Management Plan {GMP) to guide all planning efforts in the park.
The plan‘s overall gnals are to reclaim priceless natural beauty, reduce cars. congestion and crowding, aliow natural
Jrocesses to prevail, and to promote visitor understanding and emjoyment, Kiernan said that today's announsed
consolidation shows a redoubling of commitment by the Park Service to the 1980 plan. Kiernan added that an
effective transportation plan is key to reaching the vision set for Yosemite in the (980 GMP,

“If the flood waters underscored the need to move development and restore the vatley's naturat processes. the
flood of cars inio Yosemite reinforces the need (o move visitors more efficiently.” Kiernan said. “Yosemite has a
dynantic opportunity w lead the way and become a model for solving national park transportation problems, and we
helieve the American public will support its efforts.”
A national survey released in June by Colorado State University for NPCA shows that peopie are willing to
make changes in their behavior in visiting national parks if they know it will help protect park resources:
93 percent say they would be willing © ride 2 shuatle bus: ,
97 percent say they would be willing 10 make reservations to get in:
89 percent say the park service should limit the number of visitors if a park is 100 crowded:
§$ percent say the park service should limit the number of visitors if the number is harming the park’s qzzzazmi or
natural resources. ‘
The draft comprehensive plan is scheduled to be completed in May, 1999. A final decision on the plan is
gapected 1o be made next fall.
The National Parks and Conservation Association is America’s only private noaprofit citizen organization
dedicated solely 1o protecting, preserving, and enhancing the 1.5, National Park System. An association of "Chiizens
Protecting America's Parks.” NPCA was founded in (319 and today has nearly 400.000 members,
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1776 Massachusetss Avenue, N.W. » Washingron, DC 20036
Telephone {202} 223-NPCA {67221 » Fax (202) 65%-0650
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REMARKS OF CHARLES M. CLUSEN, SENIOR POLICY ANALYST,

NATURAL RESWR&ES DEFENSE COUNCIL, REGARDING

COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING OF YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK,

DECEMBER 7, 1998

With its priceless beauty-and natural wonder, Yosemite National Park is a crown
jawel of the National Park System. "It [ooms farge in the history of the National
Park System as the first park reserve established from the public lands by
Congress, which created a California state park ancompassing Yosemite Valley
in 1864 in a bill signed by President Abraham Lincoln. Over the next four
decades Yosemite became famous through John Muir's lyricai descriptions of
the “mountains of light”. In 1880 the Yosemite Valley and Mariposa Grove of
Sequoias were transferred back to the Federal Government and graatty
expanded {o make Yosemﬁa Nationaj Pari.

Today Yosaemite's beauty and natural values are seripusly threatened by the
evar-increasing number of people who visit the park every year, and particularly
by the automobiles they use to get there, In 1880 the Yosemite General
Management Plan declared automobile traffic to be “the single greatest threat to
enjoyment of the natural and scenic qualities of Yosemite®. In fiscal year 1996
mare than 4.1 million people visited Yosemite, a new racord and almost twice the
number that visited in 1980. The resulting traffic problems are among the most
severe in the eniire National Park System. During peak visitor periods the traffic
jams in the vailey are the equal of t?wse found in major American metropolitan
areas.

High visitor numbers and associated traffic volumes adversely affect park
resources, often compromise visitor safety, and always diminish the visitor
experience. Today, far too many visitors to the park experience it while sitting in
traffic and driving around in search of parking. Visitors often find the views from
world-famaus points impaired by haze created by the exhaust from thousands of
cars. ‘

P



Following tha cevastating flood damage in the valley two years ago, the National
Park Service wisely saw the opportunity to finaily move forwarg with
implementing the 1880 General Management Pian. The intentions for the Vailay
Implementation Plan (VIP)—t{o guide the removal of non-essential facilities from
the vailey and relocate them outside the park, restore important habitat lands
and 1o apprcgnately and sensitively reconstruct essential facilities damaged by
the flood--were entirgly admirable. Yet, park stake-holders including NRDC and
the public at large raised a number of imporntant concerns about elements of the
VIP. Cenfusion also developed between the various different plans effecting the
valley: the VIP, the Lower Yosemite Falls project, the Yosemite Ladge pra;ect
plan and the Housing Plan.

Mast fortunately, the Park Service listened to the American public. This is not
only good news for Yosemite, but for democracy in America. Public agencies at
all levels of government need to follow the Park Service example here,

Yosemite does befong to ail Americans and they deserve to be involved in
solving the serious problems that confront their park. Ultimately, this will resuitin
a better plan, increased public understanding and strong public suppott for the
plan and the Park Service.

But acticzr; must be taken, The SZaizzs guo is not acceptable, The lack of
action-the lack of a plan-will only condemn Yosemite and its cutstanding
resources to accelerating degradation.

With great expectation NRDC strongly commends and applauds Secretary
Babbitt and the Nationat Park Service for announcing today the launching of a
new comprehensive planning process that will roll the several plans fogether,
We trust that this process will present the public with a comprehensive analysis-
of the full range of alternatives to accomplish the goals of the general
management pian along with full disclosurs of their benefits and trade-offs. We
further trust that they will develap their new pian with vision and great sensitivity
{0 the pari’s resources and the visitor's experience. We are particularly
delighted that we are now finally on the road to effectively addressing the
overcrowding and intolerable traffic conditions that exist in the valley. We will
assist the Natiorial Park Service in every appropriate way to help insure that’
America gets the bold and farsighted plan it deserves to preserve Yasamzte for
the 21“ Cﬁn‘tﬁry , .
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STATEMENT BY DR. FRAHCIS McMANAMON, CHIEF ARCHAEOLOGIST OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

The safe arrival of the skeletal remains found in Kennewick at the Burke Museum of Natural
History & Culture in Seattle today opens a new chapter in resoiving the mystery of these bones’
age and ancestry.

There are many unanswered questions. As the federal agency responsible for implementing the
Native American Graves Protection and Repatration Act of 1990 (NAGPRA), the Department of
the Interior believes that the Act provides both the legal foundation and the ﬁaxz%;z%zty o proceed
and find scientific answers.

Following a necessary period of acclimatizing the skeletal remains to changes in temperature and
humidity at their new location, we will undertake a series of scientific investigations. The first
phase will involve analysis and measurements of the remains that do not require destruction of any
bone fragments.

There is much to learn from conducting this analysis, and the Department of the Interior (DOI), in
cooperation with the U8, Army Corps of Engineers and the Department of Justice, has developed
a scientific protocol for these examinations. This protocol has been reviewed by two ‘
acknowledged experts in the fields of archaeclogy and anthropology, as well as in consultations
with Tribal representatives. Once any final recommendations have been incorporated in the
examination protocol, DOT will identify experts who can best perform the scientific tasks ahead.
After the “non-destructive”™ work is completed and the data thoroughly analyzed, DOI will make a
determination whether the data is sufficient to conclude definitively that the remains are
considered Native American under NAGPRA, If not, DOI will determine what additional testing

. might be necessary, including DNA sampling or radiocarbon dating, to answer this question,

"Clearly, there will be those who believe that there should be even more tests performed, and thers
will be those who believe that only they have the expertise to perform them. There are others
who believe that the remains should be reburied undisturbed and untested.

We hope in the events of the'next several months to seek and to hold a middle ground, where the
compelling questions surrounding these remaing can be answered scientifically and conclusively
while being sensitive to those who want the remains treated with respect, dignity and honor.

Dr. Francis P, McManamon serves as Chief Archaeologist of the National Park Service and
Departmental Consulting Archaeologist of the Department of the Interior.
«DOL
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GLACIER BAY FISHING PROVISION MEETS WITH APPROVAL

| Calling 1t “a fair and reasonable solution,” Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt today
praised & provision in the Department of the Interior Appropriations Act that addresses the
problem of commercial fishing in Glacier Bay National Park,

“We have increased protection for the park’s maring respurces for the benefit of preéenz
and fiure generations, while also assuring fair treatment for fishermen who have fished Glacier
Bay for many years,” Babbitt said.

" Private usg of national park resources for personal profit has long been viewed as
inappropriate in national parks, their resources belonging instead to all Americans. Commercial
fishing in CGlacier Bay National Park has taken significant amounts of living resources from the
park’s marine waters.

The Appropriations Act provision will help to protect park resources by establishing a
phase-out of commercial fishing inside Glacier Bay Proper, the heart of Glacier Bay National
Park. Only those halibut, salmon, and Tanner crab fishermen with qualifyiag history of fishing
in Glacier Bay Proper will be allowed to continue to fish there, When these ﬁshermm are done,
ihere will be no more commercial fishing in Glacier Bay Proper,

In addition, commercial fishing will immediately be closed for the most part in the more
. tecently glac;ated northern reaches of Glacier Bay Proper. “These imumediate closures will
srovide unique and exciting opportunities for preserving natural marine communities and
aarrying out scientific study,” Babbitt said. “Glacier Bay will be a model and a valuable nanzrai
labqratﬁzy for al} those who care about or depend on the North Pagific.”

While the new law advances the park’s fundamental purpose of natural resource
preservaucn, it also treats current fzshermen fairly, including these pravisions:

. 1t leaves open to commercial fishing the park waters outside Glacier iiay Proper where
aver 80% of the commercial fishing occurs.

. The iaw establishes a lifetime allowance to continue commercial fishing in most of
Glacier Bay Proper for fishermen with qualifying history of fishing there.

(more}



. [t makes a limited exception for winter King salmon trolling for the grand fathered
fishermen in Glacier Bay Proper in parts of the ¢closed northern waters of the Bay's East
and West Arms.

’ It prowdes geriePous financial compensation to a small member of Dungeness crab
fishermen who have fished for at least 6 of the 10 years from 1987 through 1996 in the
designated wilderness waters surrounding the Beardslee [slands and within upper Dundas
Bay, but who must cease such fishing in accordance with a 1994 decision by the U.S.
District Court for the District of Alaska, affirmed in 1997 by the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Ninth Circuit.

“The National Park Service looks forward to working with the State of Alaskaon a
cooperative management plan for the commercial fishing that will continue in Glacier Bay
National Park,” said Park Superintendent Tomie Lee. “This process provides an excellent
opportunity for the state to contribute its expertise on commercial fishing management, and the

NPS to contribute its expertise on protection of park values and purposes, and for all to consider

what special studies could be performed in Glacier Bay’s fished and unfished areas to enhance
scientific understanding of marine systems.” » :

The Glacier Bay provision in the Appropriations Act reflects much work and many years,
of public discussion and information gathering. It responds to the vast majority of public
comments received by the Park Service that oppose commercial fishing in park waters, but it also
responds to the issues of equity raised by the longnme Glacier Bay fishermen and championed by
the Sate of Alaska.

.DOL-
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BABBITT COMMEMORATES 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF WILD AND SCENIC
RIVERS ACT CANOQEING DOWN PROTECTED RIVER;
ANNOUNCES PROJECT TO FURTHER PROTECT LAMPREY RIVER FISH
Comments from Vice President Gore on Wild and Sceni¢ Rivers Anniversary

QOctober 2, 1998, Washington, D.C. - U.S. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt was in
Durham, N H. ioday 0 celebrate with local conservation and community leaders the 30th
anpiversary of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and to aonounce a project 10 open up spawning
habitat for American shad, striped bass and other anadromous fish along the river. In
addition, Vice President Al Gore sent a special message commernorating the anniversary of
this landmark environmental legislation. ‘

*Rivers have always been the bloodlines of our nation, main areries of our social,
economic and natural life,” Babbitt said. ~ But by the mid-1980's, many were sclerotic,
clogged and polluted to the point were we had forgotten their viml role in our natiomal
character and natural health, The passage of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act was g watershed
moment, twij:aing to turn the tide toward a developing recognition that protection of our
waterways is deeply bound up not only with protection of our wildlife and water quaizty, but
with cur connection {0 our natural landscapc and hentage

Signed by ?residmt Johnson on October 2, 1968, the Wild and Scemc Rivers Act
protects river segmentd which contain remarkable scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife,
historic, and cultural values. To date, 155 niver segmenms, in 36 states have been designated ag
National Wild and Scenic Rivers, totaling almost 11,000 nules in length. These protected nivers
range from the mighty Missouri to the Lamprey River in Durham, which had its designation
signed into law in 19956 and which Babbitt canoed Friday.

Vice President Gore noted from Washington, “The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act became
law at a crucial time in our natural history, when our nation’s waterways were severely degraded
and getting worse. It helped inaugurate a generation of our most important environmental
protection laws - including the Clean Water Act in 1972 and the Endangered Species Act i 1973
- lawé which have helped clean up and protect rivers across the nation. Just this year, President
Clinton and [ designated |4 waterways as American Heritage Rivers, 2 direct descendant of Wild
and Scenic Rivers which focuses on improving the health of less remote, more commercially- used
waterways. We have also urged Congress to fund our Clean Water Action Plan, a program



calling for a new generation of water quality protections so that we can clean up the 40 percent of
our rivers from which we can still not eat the fish or swirn in safely. Our work s not done. But
the 30th anniversary of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act reminds us that with determination we can
continue to festore and protect our natural heritage and environment for generations o come.”

Babbitt also annouaced today his support for a proposed project to open up 43 miles of
river habitar on the Lamprey River which is crucial to the restoration of runs of river herring,
Amenican shad, Amenican eel, and striped bass. The project will invalve construction of a fish
ladder at Wiswall Dam, where Babbitt made his announcement today, 1o allow passage of fish w
spawning grounds. The project planners hope to begin construction next fall and complete it in
200t. The overall costs of the project would be approximately $600,000, with $500,000 coming
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

The 30th anniversary of one of the most important pieces of Federal legislation ever
passed 1o progest rivers -- the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 ~ will be celebrated across
Amerca from October | to October 12, Events ranging from river clean-ups and hikes to
festivals and SYY!Z;}Q&Z& will be held along many of the Nation's designated wild and scenic rivers.

For the past 30 years wild and scenic rivers have become an increasingly important part of
America's protected heritage, offering recreational and tourism opportunities o the public,
protection for otherwise threatened plant and animal species, and dependable supplies of clean
water for local use. Passage of the Act has stimulated an increasing public interest in river '
protection and provided an important tool for achieving it nationwide.

Key principles of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act which help protect these remarkable
rivers include: X

-~ Keeping the designated river segments free-flowing

-- Protecting and enhancing outstanding natural cultural, and recreational values

-- Allowing appropriate economic uses of the rivers

-~ Building enduring partnerships among all affected parties: especially local

communities, state agencies, landowners, river users; and tribal governments.

The National Park Service helps build the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System three
ways:(1) by carrying out feasibility studies for those rivers and river segments requested for study
‘by Congress or state governors, (2) offering technical assistance to river paniners to enhance these
river corridors, and (3) operating 20 river segments a8 umits of the National Park System.
Examples inchude the Charley River in Alaska and the Bluestone River in West Virginia.

The National Park Service plays several roles in studying, assessing, and operating wild
and scenic rivers -~ in close partnership with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the.
Environmental Protection Agency, the USDA Forest Service, the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service, the Bureau of Land Management, and the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service.
States also play an important role by administering rivers designated by the Federal Government
but operated through state authorities. For more information about the Wild and Scenic River
System, contact John Haubert at {202) 208-429C or Chris Brown ai (202) $65-1175.
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Babbitt Announces Designation of Lumber River iri
North Carolina as National Wild and Scenic River

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbint today announced the designation of 81 miles of the
Lumber River located in North Carolina, as a state and locally managed component of the '
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. The Lumber River is the fourth river in the state of
North Carolina to receive the status of national designation, joining the New River, Horse
Paswre River, and a portion of the Chattooga River, which extends 1o South Carolina and
Georgia.

] congratulate the state of North Caroling, the city of Lumberton, and the town of Fair -
Bluff in their successful efforts to protect and responsibly manage this magnificent and natural
resource,” Babbitt said. “We look forward o working with the state to i‘:ctp preserve the river's
outstanding character in perpetuity.”

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act requires the Secretary of the Intertor 10: 1) determine if
the river possesses values that would qualify it for inclusion in the System; 2) determine that the
state has an adequate program to permanently protect the river and adjoining lands, 3) submit the’
proposal to the federal department and agency head for review and comment and, 4) finally, if the
state’s request is approved by the Secretary, add the river 1o the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System.

In 1989, the Lumber River was added to the North Carolina Natural and Scenic Rivers
System because of its abundant and wide variety of outstanding resources, Among the important
resources associated with the river are endangered species such as the bald eagle, red-cockaded
woodpecker, and American alligator, remarkable scenic beauty; sutstanding canceing and fishing
opportunities; highly productive fish habitats; and large numbers of rare, threatened, or
endangered plant species.

April 1996, North Carolina Governor James Hunt petitioned the Interior Secretary
for 115 miles of the Lumber River to be included in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers system.
Linder Section 2 (aXii) of the Act, the Secretary can designate a river wild and scenic at the
request of a governor, provided the river has existing state protection, has resources 1mportam to
the nation, and ¢can be maraged by the state 10 protect those resources.

- Ore -



The state’ s applicadion and environmental analysis as required by the Naienal
Eanvironmental Policy Act, was revigwed and evaluated against designation ¢riteria. The NPS
tound that 81 miles of the river met the ¢riteria for designation as a component of the National

. Wild and Scenic Rivery Syvstem.

During the 45-day public review of the NPS eligibility report and environmental
assessment. and also duning an additienal 21-day extended public review period, the NPS
reported no objections, all supported designation of the Lumber River into the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System.

The 81 miles of the Lumber River added to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Systzm
inciudes two reaches of the river. The upper reach extends from Siate Route 1412/1203 10 the
" Scotland/Robesan County lines, at the end of the Maxton Airport Swamp (22 miles) and the
ipwer reach begins at Back Swamp and runs through the town of Fair Bluff and the city of
Lumberton, to the North Carolina and South Carolina border {59 miles).

October 2 marks the 30th anniversary of the National Wild and Scenie Rivers Act. The
Act was passed 10 preserve, protect, and maintain certain free~flowing rivers and adjacent land
for their cutstanding, remarkabie, natural, scenic, educational, geological, recreational, historical,
fish and wildlife, and cultural values. For the past 30 years the Act has helped to safeguard 154
rivers covering 10,764 miles of some of America’s most precious waterways for their :
gxceptionat qualities and free-flowing conditions.

“These rivers are historical connections to our past and an important part of pur future,”
said Babbitt. “They are a source of history and adventure that represent many things for many

people.”
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Local efforts " =ofiogone
will preserve e A
Loess Hills,
Babbitt says

By Michaei Coleman
Journal el weityr

ONAWA, lowy - Tho effortto
preserve the Locss Hills mirrees
the long ke [nterior Secretary
Briice Babbint went or Saturday —
rust when you think the journey ig
aver, you see znmther hiil on the
hoizen,

Bavbut sppads 75 percent of his
time ag secratiary of the inlerior
traveling the courtry, learning the
icrvain and Histening to jogst ¢an.
worng, During his hike theough (he
Syivan Runked Wiltdlife Preserve
north of Gnawe. Babbin walked
wilh conservationiss from the area
sboue the tutiere of the Bills and
¢ learaed abeutihe ynique
zoasysiem, )

“ft's slways smazing o come
st o the Tandyeaps and se —
w#hat you tead and pesple telf you
sbout — i3 actuaily there,”” Babbin
nosed w2 he studied some Bluesicm
zrass along the trail. Svott Moots
af Wasthie!d, who works forthe
Towa Mattre Conservancy in
Narthwest Lgwa, pointed out
varinug planis ang 3 fow inzecls 58
wil,

Az the group of 20 hiked on,
Sabbiit taiked abous how the

Bruce Babbit, {rom certer, hikes in the Loess Hills near Onawa
futire of the preserve and the . g ‘ ‘
Loess Hills in general lies with _ 'OWa. With Baboitt are Susaante Hickey of Crmaha and Scoft Maats
iocal offorts. ot Weasttiald, lowa. both freum the Nature Consarvancy.

* There has beea some discussian '
of turning the Bills e a national was gstablithed (o study how o “Ihe impartant thiag ot this
nurk,and Siste Sen. Steve Hansen,  praject the rugged Tasd eibal ix t0 get ihie ool cominunity
D-Sioux Chy, proposed & ecsolo- The hikess feus inin it g meolved,”” Dabhbitt sord, " e
e urging the federal government steepening il wekeep their aisems sigtus is in the hands of
10 estabiish one in the rogion dur balancg. Al the wp of g rslge, -
ing the tast logisiative session iy guide Tom Brucgger vtoms s SEE LOESS HILLS

D3 Moines. In thé end, 8 pangl stragglers can Caish up, cantinued on page A3
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Monora County Conservation Director Tom
Bruegger, night, telis U.S. Secratary of tha interior
Bruze Babbitt about turkay grass, a plani native io

rllkmg in the hI"S o q-27-9¢  w» A

the Losss Hills, Listaning is Susamie Hicksy of thn
Nature Conservangy. (Stall photos by Tim
ryricds)
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[owa’s very special hills

B The natural wonderland on [owa's western border

is a gt from ancient glaciers.

n this early [Frr
Sundayl 3
marning, %

hundreds of bike
riders and hikers in
Onaws, {a. {pop.
3.608), are either 3
lacing up their shoes §
in preparation for
the remainder of the
Loess Hills Discov- P
ery Tour or are still %

resting up from Sat- JEREE
urday's outings. For [N
the thousands of lo-
.wans who wish they

‘were thers, remem- ’Gatstem set the Loess Hiﬂs apart

ber — miles of roads
and 4l of Octoher lie ahead.
If “Discovery Touwr® sounds inappropriats
for land settied more than 150 years 480, con
sider: Those 150 years repregent just i percent
of their life. And discoveries of significance
Haven't ceased; it was just 16 years agothat a
sharp-eyed hiker in the hills discovered a fern

A Loess Hils national park

that was then still uninown o the botakienl
world, That sort of thing happens in our
unique hlls,

Loess siit was {ormed when the monster
glaciers that pushed dewn from the north
ground rocks to tiny partictes, which were
carried by gacial melt into the Missourd Biver
floodplain, and carried then by westerly winds
apd dumped at the adge of the huge river's
valley. Centuries of shaping by wind and wa-
tery left nills so precipitous that there are

pastures you can fall off of. There are ridge -

tons s dry and well-drained that they camy
vegetation more typical of western Nebraska
The dominani prairie grass is little biuestem,
but its cousin the big biue grows so tall that
you ¢an get fost in it

Fire suppression has allowed red cedar
frees 10 invade the hiils where prairie used to
prevail. The bur caks. however, can make a
¢ase that they belong. Some are a couple cen-
turies old, having survived the fires of long ago
because they have 3 tough bark, &lso their

branches hang low (o the ground, discourae.
ing the grasses that could carry fames 16 their
trunks. Bur oak savannas — grassiands with a
wee cover — are among the hills’ high spots,
What most distinctly sets these hills apart
are the catsteps. Some swear they 're nid game

{1 trails. bt the accepred explanation for the

concentric terraces ringing the hills is slip-
page of the oddball loess sold. To quote a 1938
geclogy report: “Some investigatiors have sug-
gested that these arise from animal trampling,
while others suggest that they are mi-
crostumps produced b} shallow, successive

- failure of the loess, .

If you buy the zrampimg theary youli find
plenty of potential tramglers i the hills’ nis-
tory. Among those that romped here n the

long-ago were woclly
mammoths, reindeer

and bison. Spacimens

found in related

stream deposits show

ground stoth, giant
armadilio, woodland

. musk-ox, glant bea-
ver and a camel, And

still ot there today

- atthough very

rarely spotied - are

the prairie rattier (in

the north), the Great

Plains skink (south}

and the ornate box

) turtle. Explarers

_ lewis and Clark —
whe alse left footprints in our hills — were
puzzied by the “barking squirrels” {prairie
dogs) just across the river in Nebraska

The hills, in short, are more than just the
hest remaining showesse of reranant lowa
prairies. They're 4 vast acaderic resource, 3
repository for secrets of grassiand ecology,
archaeotogy, paieontology and American his
tory. They're a gift left behind by the glaciers
88 if to make amends for otherwise messing
up the landscape.

But those who today dig into this geologic
treaswre ove aren’t after treasure. They want
fill dire Our Loess Hills today are under sen.

-pus anack, primarily from urban sprawi. That



sprawi kas already shuvsd the hilltons of the .

{ront range <ast of Councl] Blugfs and Sioux
City, Onee soraw! accelerates. it becomes
mare amd more difficuds o check. And when
the best of the hills are gone, saving rhe rest
Seems less and less imporang — untll we have
given up an invaluable part of gur heritage,
. Local.support for preserving the hills 13
gowing, Financing the easements and cove-
. nans pecessary (o keep farmiand in farmiand,
" o protect pastures fror the bulldozers will
* rake nadonal help — and is worthy of that
help. lowa has paid i3 sbare for the preserva.
tion of significant national lands: now it's (ime
for national antention to focus on lowa,

The worthiness of this land for aadonal

protection is a5 obvious as the need is great,
Go take alook. The appie crop is ready. The
grasses are golden. The hardwoods and
sumacs are beckoning with thewr Srst flirtg.
tious touches of coloration. The hulls are alive.
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Babbitt:

Protect

Loess ~ -

Hills

M The Interior chief,
awed by the area's
beauty, says action
is up to lowans.

By CHARLES BULLARD

i TEE S1ab WRITSY

Guawa, In. w After 2 hog,
windy, two-hour hike through
lowa's Loess Hills, U8, interior
Secretary Bruce Dabbitt said
the [ce Age biuffs along the
Missouri River deserve greser-
vation for future generstions.

“There's nothing like it ary-
where,” he said, *I0'Y A remark.
able place.”

Babbitt stopped short of en-
dorsing a proposal to give Na.
tional Park status (o the area
But he said, "It ought 0 be

' protected.”

“This is 2 nagionsl treasure,”
said Babbitt, who hiked more
than three miles along the
prairie-clad, knife-edged sidges
of Sylvan Bunkel State Pre
serve overfooking the floog-
giain of the Missouri River,

Babbitt came to fpwa for the
Losss Hills Discovery Tour, &
twa-day bicvele ride through
Monana County sponsored by
The Des Moines Register and
the QOnawa Chamber of
Commerce,

Babbier did not joins the 400
bikers who rode 40 miles Sax-
urday under cloudless blue
skies, but he spoke 1o them at
Preparation Uanyon State Purk
aear Moorhead,

instead of looking =zt the
Loess Hills from a bike seat,
Babbiit chose to stride through
the waving peairie grasses that
cloak their hagh ridges.

Babbitt was accompanied by
several dozen lowang who

would Uke o see the Luwss Hidig
preserved. He weled s by
the wide Ve of graine planis ae
wif shown 0a 1R Strenuons ke,

“That's the most ynpressive oraie
rie pregerve Pve heen i anywhars m
the Lrated Stotes” he sad, *Pve
boen 10 ihe Loess Hills before, bat §
#ad ne iden there was this much of 3
tall-grass progne sudl here”

Bahbut aise ~as Unressed Dy the
Wews 6uF 3cross the Missoun River
doodpiain from the 200-foot-fugh
tiiges of the Loess Hills,

“When we wers up there ‘n the
ridats of the hlis. youcouid be on g
wezternt landscape. You could look
clear 16 the honzon.” he said.

[ty a largely wast voosyseem tut
368 tooks like whar Lewis and Clark
might have seen goming through
here 194 vears ugn.” Babbitt saud.
“There just are virtuzlly none of
these areas o8t in Middle Amerca”

The Tnterior secretary rumpared
the Loess Bilis to the Flint #llls of
Kansas, which recently became 3
national park.

"In terms of size and ecological
inpornance, I'd say this ranks right
up there with the Fling Hills,” he said,

Althotgh the Loess Hills do not
have the aipine grandeur of
Yosemte Nationa) Park or the scettic
spletwdor of Grand Canyon National
Bark, Babbit said they are the
squivalent of ihose landscapes.

“in the last century, we've come to
urederstard that nature is really a lot
more than st alping scenery,” he
said. “There i3 more diversity of life
in the Great Plaing by far than thers
i% 1n the Rocky Moantains,

“These symtéms have their own
unique quality and beauty which is
every bit the evpoal of what vou seein
the Rorky Mountaina. Byt it doen
requbon ug to stop, to let o sink in, o

fook 3¢ the detal, 10 understand the

naturs history.”

The Loeas Hills were created after
the lust Ice Age, when rock particles
that had been ground as fine a8 Bour
by the glaciers wers blown into
dunes on the eastern bank of the
walerwsy that evergually became
the Missouri River.

“Thisis reaily nature atits best . . .,

SEP 27 %

ang most lowans aren’t sven aware
that there's thas kand of rasoupes aut
here,” Babbut saud. ~I'm here w <ay,
Look, you've really got something.
wonderfui

The integor secretary said the
Loess Hills are “one of the best-kept
secrers 've ever seen. This is 8 reatly
magnificent asset. You need Lo zew
a”

But Babbut said it 18 not hig place
10 advosate nattonal park states for
the Loess s, which straten ¥
mules from Sioux Tty (n the north to
St. Joseph, Mo.. in the south,

The Unpetuz must come from
lowans and their congressional del-
egaton, he said.

“The important thing that jowans
reed to do is think and discuss and
gdebate and look &t all the options,”
said Babbitt, “Thers are a ot of
models around the countty for how
it is you protect places ke this and
make them available for pubiic use.”

Sationai park status is ondy one of
several posgibilities, he said,

“T1e not here (o propoese 3 model.”
Babbitt said. “T'm here to say, “This is
really important. You really coght to |
have a discassion. [t really ought to
be preserved and protected for fu.
fure generations.” "

Babbriit suid: “The impoctant ques-
tion {or lowans to diseuss is 10 laok
ahead 100 years and say, De we
want oup children o see the maun.
iamng of lowa as 3 moonscape of
gravel pits and subdhasions, or do
we waht dur grandetuldren o see
this iandseape that is bere?” Onge we
reach & consensus that we cyght o
preserve a really substantial nortion
of thus, then you get to the instity
tionai question.” ’

Most of the Loess Hills ares is in
private hands, and farming & com
morn. Bot Babbitt said nationai-park
status i5 net out of the quastion:
Much of Flint Hills National Park i#
privaigiy owned; and “the Nationak
Park Service is there a9 an interprey
tative partner, That's ail. The Nad

onal Park Service is not a g land-

gwner there,”

But Babbitr said farmers in the
Loess Hills would have to be willing'
Lo ETant Congervation exsementd, in
return for annual payments, so that
the fragite hilts conzlid be preserved,
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Ten years ago, wildfires raged across Yellowstone National

Park, and the nation debated the wisdom of the Park Service’s
“natural fire”. policy. Today Yellowstone rises from its ashes:
alive, well, and in many places, thriving. BY JIM ROBRINS

he summer of 1988 was a
strange time for weather,
Thunderstorm after thunder-

storm sailed across che Yellowstone

Plareaw. but instead of dropping rain’

as they wsually do, the storms brovght
high winds and litele moistuce.
Lightning set fire 1o 3 Jandscape
pavehed by several vears of droughe.
The first 'tire of the vear in Yellow-
stone MNationar Park began on May 24
By August more than 30 separate fives
wees burming. and as they burned into
ane anather they became right huge
fire comple e,

When the fires started. they weee
for the most part allowed o bura. (n
keeping with the park’s philosophy of
r-tural management. Sut by the end of
the summer taey had assumed 3 fury
far beyond what anyonz had predicead,
and i was hard to say which direction
they would go. “The movement of the
fires will not be rontrolled by us but

" by che Big Guy upstairs,” said Ted

Schwinden, then Monzana’s governor
While the fires burned, it felr 35 if che
world were near its end. The sumemer
sky was filled with smoke, and it scted
fike 2 wind.driven haleidoscape,
eclipsing the sun and producing light
that was owilight-grav one minute.

otange the next, then sulfur-sellow,
Ominous orange glows bt up the hori-
zon at night. Truckloads of wears
spor-faced Hrefighters in vellow-and-
gresn uniforms and vellow hard hats.
rumbled up and down park roads.
By October 25,000 firefighters,
including 4.000 military prrsonnel,
had pitched in. Slucry bombers
droned overhesd. dropping red clouds
of Sre retardant our of their sdver belv
Lies and onto the flames, '


http:initt.id

wng dark nughts deer i the park, |
wasched o cers
??Jif?\' i‘!f§'< WS
towiag aver ralling grass 2udly like
water, Toflaw g the comraues of the
fand nearde as fase as 2 deer could run,
down 3 hill, up the other side, and
over the nest. The only thiag thar
broke the uriformity of the fires
MOvement wiis an agcasional srand of
erees. alive and dead. gachered in the
batsom of a draw. Firerigheers call 2
group of dead trees 3 jackpor. Whena
fire Bits. the jackpoc explodes in 2 roar
of Hlame and sparks. like 2 Roman
candle,
Qnce a forest fire reaches critical
mass. it becomes 2 kind of perpeenals
ysotion machine, sucking o (remen-
dous amounts of oxvgen 1o fuel fiself
and in the process creating s own
windstorm, These fires simplv rook
over the park, “We're in conditions
they haven's written the rules for” zaid
Superintendenc Bob Barbee. Finally, in
November, rain dnd snow came, and
the fires dled. The last fires were extine
guished on November 138,
For 3 while. the smoidering Yellow-
stone landscape was postapocalypeic.
The earch fooked @ places as i it were
covered with Bot 122, and in same aceas
as far a5 the #ye sould we 2 foresr of
irees had been transformed into gramt black match-
sticks stuck (n che scorched earthewmostly burned
Iodgt;}aie mines, the dominant
tree species in the park. But
seeds of renewal lay within the
blackness.
These days Yellowstone is 2
dramatically differenr place. It
Fasn't returned to prefire condis
ticstismmthat wall take more chan
2 sentuty--but the only obvious
evidence of the fire s the trees
thar remmatn Blackened. Acre after
acre of desd forese still sands—
. and might stand for two or thres
dezades, chough black trees crash
1o the ground with ¢ach wind.
scarm. Of some 2.2 million acres
in and around the park,  litrle
: . more than a thind were affected
by the fitesmwnearly 794,000 acres, Only aboue 1400
acres were burned severely encugh to wipe out 2 life,
Wildfice is 2 capricious pas de deux berween fire ansd
wirrd. b skips acvoss che landscape. creating 2 mosaic, @

€ oiighr oy dneel of
poed By the wimd,

hY

patchwork of buraed and partic Murned and snfucned
sz and the rlve that wem o burned wie w4
waree ol renewal. The fodgepole pnes thae Ded. or
inscance. fett 3 fegacy of serotinos cone. “Thee blos-
som fike 2 vipe rose and wpew our thest seeds in the

wind” esplaing Steve Bedlach, 3 fire-
fighter. "Run pushes the seads in the
an and abws eoleases notrisns.” In
many plices, fodgepole pines are
regrowing a0 4 rare of JOUO00 seed-
Hings an acre. Sume trees born of the
seeds planted by the fires of 1988 are

now more than six feer tall,
Wildfires redistribute bistogical
wealth, {n the Ease, where dhe condi-
LN are wet, qutrient reaveling takes
place through decomposition, I the
sermiarid Waest, however, fire plavs the
primacy role of teturning plants to the varth, The
famwes of Yellowstone wiened the todgepale pines and
ather vegetation ints wsable forms of potassium and
phospharus——che coin of the realm, ultimately. for
almose ali species in che park. The spring after the fire,
ferrilized grasses erupted from the bucned ground and
grew as high as an elk’s belly, while vellow armicas
mountain hollvhack. and oceans of blue lupine explod.
#d in che burned meadows. "1 was hiking on rhe east
side of the park, and | tan into mounczin hollvhock”
says Joha Vadley. the park’s chief scientise. “I've been
here twenty vears, and I've mever seen 3 single one.
There was 3 hillside coversd wich their lavender
bloomswmse many of them it was 100 thick o walk
through.” Linda Wallace. 2 planc ecologis: ar the
University of Oklahoma who has been studving the
patk’s grasslands since the fires, savs that for the Bes
three years there was 30 percent move forage thao
before che fire, though chat number has dwindled as

the nurrients have been cxfuaused. .

The pocassium and phosphorus also pulsed rhraugh
streams and nvers in the patk. Nutrients and arganie

. matter boosted dhe production of che insects and algae
. that form the basis of the food ¢hain, In addicion, 3,

large mumber of txees and other Jdebiris fell or washed
into the bigger streams. slowing the flows and creauing
pools where inseces breed and fish thrive.

After che fires, light found its way to pares of the
park for the first time in centuries. Lodgepole pines.



which covered oot of Yellowstone, ate b steaght
tf.‘icp«lwr‘.z‘ f*afgits and grow s chae wgéihsr r?zr:r?u
wathed doghair. Their canopy creates a blologinal desert
on the foress Hoar, Whea the Yellowstone canopy
bucaed off. it opened up the landscape to new veologi-
ol pusslbllmm A greae deal more sunlight I} on che
crecks, rising wacer cemperatueey and imeneasing the
staane of shyae, on which Insects toed. Anglers have
wported more wnd bigger tah vince the fires rhough
nu tormal studies have been done,

G Wavne Minshall. 2 stream ecologist at {daho Sraee
Unisersity in Pocawetle, savs the amount of debiis in

the streams trom burned ees will incoease over the
next quarter-centurs, which will increase che pooling
effect and. subsequently, the number of fish. “But 0o
one really knows for sure” he cau{ious‘ "MNooone has
ever lonked bevond & vear or so.”

There are a]wats winners and losers in a fire, Cavine
nesting birdswmpwls, Blushizds, woadpeckers of N
kindswmhave done well in the post-fire park. One
senithologise recalled coming to dhe park in 1989 o
hunt for three-tossd woodpeckers, He had seen fust one
in his Ufe, On dhae day he saw 20,

Grizzly bears have had gains and losses, Whitebark
pines, an impottant source of nuts (n the prehiberna-
tion months. were hit hard, Bur important plants such
as spring beauties and biscuic roor have theived. And
anes. alse important ro bears,
are exprcred to chuive as
burned timber fatls 1o the
ground and yives them more
places 1o Hve.

Among the {osees io the
fires’ aftermath ave Yellow-
stone’s moose, The animals
wintered in old~gmwth lodge-
polc forests, earing subalpine
fir mpu.ns*s and se:z:dimgs thae
grow in the understory. Bue
the fire wiped out the saplings
and seedlings along wish the
understory. This foss has hat

L

the moose popeladon hand. Az muny » halt the moow
i the aotthern part of the park have died since 1933
"Some uf them simply starved after che fires,” savy [an
Trers. 2 biologise who conducted 2 movse study tor che
L.5. Forest Service, “Some of chem moved inco
m.lrgmal Habirat tn orher pLzu.s -

Yellowstone 16 unigue in chat it srovides ooe of the
few lLazge.undivturbed places to study the longaerm
effects of Fres. {n 1972 the National Bark Servics
adopred a “natural Hee” policy as part of an vvendl
deciston 1o aliow nature 1o take i course, Ins sa-cailed
10 asL model of fire suppression—put oue all fives
by 10 31 the day after chev started—had scrually
made the fire simuation worse. In the absence of fin,
Jead lodgepole pines had fallen among other closely
spaced trees, and when a fire starced, it climbed the
fallen timbers 1o rhe foresc canopy. consuming far mote
acreage than it would have if fire had been allowed 1o

clean out the debris periodicaliv,

The natural-firr policy meant letting fighming.
caused fires burn, although they were coneroiled ot
suppressed if they threatened human life or private
properry. Allowing these fires o burn removed the fuel
and sumuafated growth, And park othicials did not et
every fire buen; they tried to put our manmade ﬁ"es

This policy was 3 neac-casualty of the 1988 fire
The next vear the Park Service su&pmdtd every tt!t
plan in che country. The plans
were cewritten, and now, 13
vears later. the policy of
: ﬁisw&g natural fires i the
parks has returned—rthough ©
i it ¢alls for more caution ursder
© o certuin conditions. especially
i near developed areas.

“After ten years my view is
that this place took these fires
i seride ecologicaily” Videy
says, “fuse a3 if chey were 2
sammer thundershower pats-
ing through. Just as it sup-

i posed 10 happen” &,
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Babﬁltt deflects

By LUKAS vLuUSH
$un Sl Reponer

“lnterior Seczetwry Bruce Babbid,
 Flagnaff's Dvocite son, was 8 the
Grang Canyon on Tuesday m champion
qu«whmlcgymham&by&c
Neuonal Patk Service and Papillon
While visitiog e ares where be
wmmw.mmmm

1y governor of Arizoos, discuxesd Ris

poocnt role s Congressionsl whipniog
“boy, He's swaiting word on whesher
the U.S. fusdion mtwdhm»

acial proscoun 3 ook ‘T i

0

{ovolvement in the 1993 rejection of o
Indiso gwning compact.
In » sconts Goveromontst Alfairs
Commiues hearing in Oclober, lobbyis
Paul Bekstels alleged Babbia tomed
down the Wiscensin oibe in {aver of
arotme thel donated ey, o the
Democratic party, Eckatoein is & lobbyin
rwmowmnmmwm
compaet rejectod.

Bcbbdﬂmd!wbadmpmmﬂw
decision and delieves bia mpumm
will 3000 e clexred,

Pellow Arlzonsn Sen. Jebs MeCxin,
whmﬁmn&ﬁm&tnmm
Toesday, mdhcmﬁlhhmtnpu
mmmummsm

*w { D.C. br 0 wrgh own,
a1 bave (ound Oul in the pamt”
m%“nmmm
1

fix femily.”
Babbin, terving Bis sxond erm as
of ithe interior, MM{
sflogi in hot waly,

Suly Whit has & beon ke
rrpulion questioned?
Pw&rmmwm

from the peaple 've worked -

1 aevons il these years In Ariso-

b&lwaw?b@xmdwwuk-
wu pyerywhere 1 wonl, -peog
m;spai me @ ik chout ;l! thc
thatwu&wnwa&hcym
i offer suppont.
, this i & peinful pro~

m: Ag repuiation iz wtarked
I'mt abselutely condl dw |
brade the fight decision, Tar the dght
I'wm snd the dght procesa, .
Q: Cotitd you explain it fr me?
Babbiiki Ths ficws will be.out —

‘2-“" o

YmMSmmw;w-
day, I's reslly bees encounging w0
me 10 bave Bl kind of suppert B
reaily meens s lot. Thers's & fot of
peopie in Flagsall who support me.
Tehchamhow much Ieppreciata it It
mzi& you don’t now how

ihsmhcumiﬁm;m
: You've deen daing (s all your

z;&.m&ygm,“mww

mn
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political
barbs

-Babbitt: Nevey, Never. The rea-
ﬁgwrmmmmi]wa,
m 1 0
mw:mmhqaload’wdm

big issnes at the Gpsnd
Arlrona water issuex,: forest palicy,
This Len’i distracdng mo from doing |

. my job, Imgoing mhq:ﬂ;!unp_

there, doing the best [ know how.
. Q@ As far as potential for. teing
tpouiniad 1o the Supreme Court goos,
18 that sdll in your qind as en cpdon?
Bubbm Im thirking sbout one
right now, end that's my tme
u ecretary of Interior, doing this
mbloumhcnnrmyabulty
Q: Duanuflbclhinplhathwo
boen going on at the Grand Cunyon
— Ut Grand Canyon Flood, n mass
transit plan 10 get people in and out
of the park and 3 general mapage-
mumylm —hclpmlh it worth n?

l'mmypzwddwhuuvcm
1o this administiation and obwiausly
uzninguumdm

- Q You have Son. MeCaliy works
_mgmm,zhcﬁnm{.‘mm
“you have 3o, mxyi worving. o0
forest rexiarmiion, ﬁaapﬁ?ﬁkeig:
¥ou_guys am crossing palitiond |
wi;min;dungxdm mtin;sm
oxampics?

Sabbitt: Yesh, you bet Hoproves
whtt we €an de whes we can gt
down and Iook carefully of the prob-
fem and find m mase sohy-
tigng
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By BRUCE BABRITT

CATARACT CHEEK, MONTANA -} in
tate murning, the last day of summer. 1 am
hiking through Glacier Mauons Pak in
search of #a narnesake. So far, in vadn.

Of sorrse, ait glaciers move--over geo-
iogic time. Bul duwring the last 100 centu-
rieg, the tempurature rose fastert in this
one, eroding T0% of the park's glacial ares,
driven by 10.of the hotlest yeazs on record.
Are giaciers--Barti's storehouses of con-
densed waler--shrinking unnatirally fast?
A5 vussodian of parks, that question haunis
me, ieads me higher.

Following ouaps 10 “the fool of Grinnel!
Giacer,” 1 find only barren dry rock. A
sign reads: The gl extemded heve in
1R1),

Ay - then ihe industrial age was six
decades old. Factories burned cpal &% an
unprecederted yate. Hency Ford would
suon begin masa pradusstion of the Model T,
whase miernal sambuslion engine would
revolutionite the watld-.and it need (o
turs oil. Asmospheric carboss dioxde had
increased 20 parls per mllion {ppm);
temperatnzes rose 2 degrees. :

Cacking my breath, 1 continue up,
where the air is thinnes, Yei the carbon
dioxide spewed up over Charles Dickens'
London and spread ground the Earih st
hovers above. We cannol see, feel, smell,
{aste or sense Lhese increases. So what de
they mean?

4 scientfic cossensus, inciuding Robe}
Prize winners, coucluded \hat global
warming i underway, and “the haiance of

evidenes saggesis a diseernible husan

influence.”

i drink from my canteen ad the next sigh:
The glacier reacked heve in 1937, By then
Pumans had rencentraled snother 15 ppm
of carbon dicxide. Temperatures easurad
57.0 degrees, 5 botter than 911

The soientific cobviction resls on 2
proved foundation: Atmoepheric layers of

guses (waler vapor, methane, nitrons oadie
and carbon dioxide) et in sunlight then
trap heat, mueh Uke car windows. Trouble
comes when humans artificially pump up
the volume o unpatural levels Concen.
trating carben diaxide “thickens the glass”
4 brap more heit. To do nothing is 10 leave
children and grandchildren locked in a car
o1 @ hot day with the windows seated tght

! wipe sweat from my face 3\ the next
sgn: The glecker reached here in 1968, By
hen” humanily concentraled another 15
ppm of Carbon dipxide; Barth wmeaswred
871.2 degrees, 3 degrees hotler than 1937,
Can we "eraek opets the windows”™ in time?
Looking asound, 1 know it was easier o
pratect Glacier National Park from logging
or -developmant than & will be Lo stap s
glaciers from shrinking Can. we “Uink
globai, art locad” regarding clmate
change?

Ne. But we can invert the stegan o Uhink
plout what we may igge locally, then axt al
a ghwbal ferum. That forum comed in
Kyolo, Japan, seven weeks hence, where
185 nations will {7y Lo reach agreemenl an
hinding targets and Umetables to reduce
erisions.

Anciher 200 feet higher, another sign:
The glacier wos heve in 13735, Iy ane decade,
humans added 15 pam of carbon dingide,
Parth's temperature hil 574, another 2
degrees hotler.

How we reach those smigsons targets
van be market-based. For example, the
Environmental Protection Agency's ¢mis-
gigns-pertnil trading sygtem is redusing
acid rain 30% fasier than expecied, ot 10%
of the prujected cost, Rewarding efficiency
spurs new iechnology, growth and b
around the worid.

But indastey underesiunztes s own
cagacity. Faemg environmental chai.
ienges—clean air, unleaded fuel, acid-fres
rmn, ozone without Freon— multinaliznal

corporations band (ogether Mike a Ureek “Yfi

chorus 9 predict wb fosses, searing fuel
prices, ecannmiv doom. The iogs of Blyre-
foam cugs raade with chlorofluarocar bong,
they sonce warned, meant the end of
civHIZatan, -

Just as tobaces compunies hired “sgien-
Lsta” ir whine fab coaty Lo sesure igarelies
dn not couasr Cancer, indusiries {wilh

notatde exceptions like UM und British
Petrodeum] shewease in-house “skepiis
for hire” s ¢reale the sthusion of scienllic
gncertainty. Their $3-milln ad cam-
panges argues thut the 1S must do pothing
antil matched by countries hke Nigeris
(annul pec capia incomes $3599) ac Bun-
ptadesh {$224} who emitl 10 toas of carban
diotide Lo evary 500 frim the U5,

The glavier appesrs ahead. § ol the
distance in half, Another deeade, anmher
15 ppm of carban digadde. By 1989, Bani's
temperature rose .2 degreey, t 616 Faby-
eabigil.

Bt in 1988, the U8 signed the Montresd
Frotocol, which phased oul the wuse of
azong -destroyiag Freon and chiorofluupo:
carbong. Led by industrisl nationz and
followed by developing countries, ¥ was
huage succens, s model for Kyoto.

[ check my watch. Woon Last year
Farth averaged 579 degrees, or 16 degrees
bolter thag in 1850, Aunosphenic carbon
diviade now measures 360 ppm; that's 30%
higher thar at the start of the indusirial
era, higher, in facl, than in the past 165,000
years. o haif a century, that vould double.

By whirt is damp, The glativs ig melting
before my eycs, flowing to the sea, drop by
drop. & gign: in 2038 these glaciery may be
pome.

Ho one asserts manking alone ¢asged we
glaciers Lo meh and sea Invels © e up i
16 inches this cestury. But we have
undentably created condilivas that acoel-
erate the process. Recall thie Boek of Job,
whitre the Creatoy spoke out of the whirl-
winrl after Job's suffering, demanding.

Where wiere you when 1 planngd fhe

Eurih?
When [ vlosed the sea with barriers and
set its boundaries . .,
Have pou steem wheve the tnow iy stored
or giziled the Morehouse of huil,
Which | keep Jlor the day ef Ffevror, the
inai howurs of the werld?
As we reset the sea's boundanes and
Bausigiate glatiad storchouses, s passage

-is not a prophesy af doom, but a gadt for

hasnifity. A call for selon. & call 3t this
moment in geologic time

Bruce Bubbill is the sevretory aof the
faterior.

P s ey
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOM

Office of the Secretary ) Contact: Mike Gauldin
For [mmediate Release: March 14, 1997 02/208-8416

Yellowstone Bison Body Count Continues to Climb
Farsh wintrer, shooting by Montana state riflemen
claim almost two-thirds of nation’s last wild bison herd

Nearly half of the bison herd that roamed Yellowstone National Park have died so far as a result
of the twin onslaughts of a harsh winter and the state of Montana’s controversial pohcy of shooting
bison which venture out of the park searching for food.

The Yellowstone Herd included an estimated 3200-3500 animals at the beginning of the winter
season, but this week only an esumated 1300-1500 surviving bison could be accounted for based on an
aerial survey earlier this week of the park and adiacent National Forest fand. So far this winter 1,059
pison, about a third of the original herd, has been sent 1o slaughterhouses or shat by Montana state -
riflemen. ’

Montana has reported killing about 100 bison on public and private land since February 26, when
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt sent the Governor of Montana a letter urging him 10 stop the killing and
work together to identify immediate solutions aimed at saving the bison,

*This needless and unnecessary shooting of Yellowstone bison must s1op now,” said Babbiut.
“The continued killing of bison by the State of Montana is threatening the fture of America’s free
roaming wild herd.”

" The bison at Yellowstone is the last remnant of the free-roaming wild herd of the American west,
-a national symbol of the nation’s commitment to conservation. The unusuaily severe winter has driven a
number of bison outside the boundary of Yellowstone in search of food When bison roam outside af the
park area, they are ordered shot by the State of Montana.

“The unacceptable killing of bison must stop. Between the ice and snow and what's left of the
harsh winter weather yet to come, and the conunued killing by Montana, there is cause for serious
concerns of just how many bison-will survive,” said Babbitt.

To date there are no documented findings or cases of cattle contracting brucellesis from bison in
the wild. Although el and bison both can carry brucellosis, Montana allows elk to roan free.

-DO1-



BISON & BRUCELLQOSIS
IN THE GHEATER YELLOWSTONE AREA
Scientific Background

Bizon Fundam, ¢ More than 30 nudion wild and free-ranging bison {Bison hison) once roamed the West,
Yet by 1962 oniv & rempest population of 23 wild bison 7emained in Yellowstone National Park. That vear,
bison were wransiocatred from-domesucated herds in Montana and Texas o Yellowstona  These and the

remaiming anmmads formed the foundanon {or the current wild bison population found m the United Siates.

Yellowstone Nanonal Park is a harsh winter environment for bison. Cold is not 8 major concern bacause bisen
thermoregulate. In additon, hot springs and other thermal feacures md their swvival, However, one of the most
significant challenges for bison in Yellowsione is deep snow. Bison have saved their ensrgy by using plowed
roads and compacted snowmobile trails thar facilitate their travels espeaially to winter range. These gnergy
savings and easier access 10 winter range, over the past seventeen vears, are factors contributing 1o bison
popuiation iNCTeases.

The 1996-1997 winter in Yellowstone National Park has delivered dense, compacted, rock-hard snow that has
made the traditional bison feeding areas unavailable. This situation has set the stage for natwral populaton
adjustments. The 1996 summer bison herd of roughly 3500, approximately a quarter occupyving the northern
range, were confronted with the winter of 1997,

Wild, free ranging bison do not recognize political boundanies. In search of scarce food esources in the 1996-
1997 winter, bison move along the energy efficient snowmobile trails and groomed roads that lead the bison
to theie iraditional winter range found at lower elevations. To date, moreg than 1,000 bison have been shot or
sent to slaughter during the winter of 1997, Additonal animals have died due to the harsh winter weather and
other natural processes. Based on recant aenial surveys, the bison population is cwrrently about 1,300,

Brucellosit Fundamentals: Brucellosis 15 a contagnous bactenial disease caused by various species of the
bacteria Brucella which infects domestic animals, wildlife, and humans worldwide  In North Amernica the -
. primary livestock hosts of Brucelia are cattle, goats, swine, and sheep. The prncipal North American wildlife
hosts are bison, elk, caribow, reindeer, and feral and exotic swine. Brucellosis may also occur in camivores.
including members of the dog family.

Bruceliosis in Yellowstone National Park bison was first reported in 1917 and an endemic infecton has
persisted since that ime. Approximaely 45 percent of the current bison herd tests seropositive for the antibedy
10 Brucelic. However, not all seroposinve animals are currently infected with the bactenum,  The original
source of infaction is unknown: however, Srucelia abortus was introduced to North Amenica with imparied
cattle. Therefore, the bacteria probably was transmitted from domestic livestock to bison. Many elk residing
in the Greater Yellowstone Area also test serologically positive for brucellosis. The percentage of anamals
testing positve varies from location to location within the Greater Yellowstone Area and may be related in part
to the concentration of animais on winter feed grounds.

Brucellosis is typically transmitted through ingestion. The Bruceila bactena are transmitted in aborted tissues,
reproductive tissues and discharges, especially just prior to, durifg, of soon afler abortion or live birth. The
bacterium may also be shed in milk for vanabie lengths of time. Although transuussion has been shown to
occur batween and among cattle, bison, and elk under experimental conditions, the risk of wansmission of
brucellosis between bison and cattle in the wild has not been determined. There is disagreement over the
primary means of brucellosis transmission among bison and current data are msufficient to resolve this issue.

H

Brucellosis in.cactle is characterized by abortion, infertility, reduced milk producton, and other reproductve
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problems  Abthough on acoasion aboron mav cocur 1 wald bison herds. bruceliosis does not arevgnt ne
growth of the Yailowsigne tison herd

in humans, brucellosis was formerdy known as undufant fever. a disease that (s rarely fatal  Livesiack and
siaughter industry workers, veterinanans, and consumers of unpasteurized milk and products made from # have
the highest risk of contracwag the disease. If propertly cooked. meat from infected arfimals is not a health nsk.

There have been two documented transmissions of brucellosis to humans from elk s Monaa The

wansmission arose from wndividuals handling elk fetuses and membranes.

There is no effective meamment or cure for amimals infected with Brucella. However, a preventative brugetosis
vaceine {(Strain 19) has been developed for use in cattle. [ts primary use is 10 increase herd immunity. On
average it is 63 10 70 percent effective in cattle. The effectiveness of Strain 19 on captive bison is less than that
for cade. Two other vaccines, B Meoctomae and strain RBS1, are currently under study, Strain RES kag been
licensed for use i1 catle calves only. imtial frials of RBS1 in captive, pregnant bison caused some bison 1o
abort when given a dose via an inoculation route that had been proven safe in pregnant cantle  However,
additional tests of the safety and effectiveness of RB51 on bison are undersvay. Methods for brucellosis
prevention in wildlife including hison. using techniques currently-emploved on cattle have not proven o be
gffective. Currently, domestic cattle can be eﬁ'ectiveiv moculated against brucellosis-bson can not.

o4 Combamg bruceliosis i wildlife populations such as the bison of ‘f'ellowszane
\zazlorzai I’afk requires policies that are built upon 2 solid foundation of science. The National Academy of
Sciences has agreed to undertake an independent study of the scientific issues associated with the brucellosis

problem. Key slements of the study will address: *

o The wansmission of Brucella among cattle, bison, elk, and other wiidlife species,

& The relationship, if any, between the bison population dynamics and brucellosis,

& The ability of serology testing 1o estimate true infectiousness;

o The efficacy and safety of axisting vaccines for target and non-target species and the need for new

{including bison-specific) vaccines;
The nature, and likely success or limitations, of a wild animal vaccination program: and
o Cptimal approaches to reducing the risk of transmission (o cattle and among wildlife

™

Secretary Bruce Babbint has requested The National Academy of Sciences complete its study by October 1,
1997

—



=ropesais and long-1erm solutions,

Contrary to Montana’s public statements that they are being “selective” in their
shooting of bispn in the West Yellowstone area, Montana has shot bulls and calves
without knowing whether they were disease-free or not.

[f APHIS and NP8 contingency proposals are not adopted by Montana, the
interim Plan would allow Montana to continue shooting most, if not ail, bison in the West
Yellowstone area of the Gallatin National Forest,

The National Park Service has not removed bison, by shooting or slaughter, since
February {3, 1997, Because NPS is doing all it can to protect the remaining bison herd,
NPS will only shoot bison for humanitarian reasons (i.e., injury} or to protect against
imuminent harm to life or property.

There are no cattle in the West Yellowstone ares and cattle will not be retumed 1o
the area before summer. Any potential conflicts with cattle can be resolved by ensuring
that cattle are managed to provide a sufficient time interval after the recum of bisen to the
Park to avoid a significam risk of contact berween bison and zizmws:ic cattle,

There is no safe and effective vaccine for brucellosis i bison. Use of ;:azzic vaccines in
bison causes hison 10 abaort their calves, .
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Bisan Fundamentals

= The Yellowstone bison herd is the largest free. -~roaming bison herd and a natignal
symbol of the nation’s commitment 10 conservation. The National Park Service brought
the fast 23 wild bison back from the brink of extinction to ceturn them 1o their place in the
acosvstem of Yeliowstone.

The NPS estimates that about 1300 bison remain in Yellowstone National Park
and adjacent National Forest land. Instead of an “overpopulation” of bison, at this poirnt
- the NPS 1s concerned that the bison population may drop to critical levels if continued
shooting adds to the expected winter mortaliry.

An unusually harsh winter has forced bison out of the sanctuary of Yellowstone
National Park and on to surrcunding lands that historically served as their winter range.
Snowpack-in the park is 200% above normal. National Forest lands around the park,
where bison are being shot, were established in part 1o protect winter range for the waidiife
of the park.

1059 bison have been killed so far to protect cattle from an undefined risk of
infection that might be present if cattle were 10 come into close contact with bison. There
is currently no imminent threat of cattie coming in contact with bison. Under the Interim.
Bison Management Plan, Montana has slaughtered 504 bison (including 464 captured by
the National Park Service). Montana has shot 548 bison. NPS has destrayed 7 bison due
to injuries sustained during capture or shooting cperations.

Since January 30, the National Park Service, with USDA's Forest Service and the
Animal and Plant Heaith Inspection Service {APHIS], has asked Montana (o stop the
kithng of bison around Yellowstone National Park on National Forest lands, and to
minitize Montana's killing of bison on private land around the Park. NPS, APHIS and
Forest Service asked Montana o allow bison to roam free on National Forest lands
because bison need to disperse over a wider area while their winter range in the Park is
largely covered with ice and snow,

Though elk and bison both carry brucellosis, Montana ailows elk to roam free, and
supports public tunting on public lands to control their nurnbers, Wyoming supports
public hunting of bison on National Forest land adjacent to Yellowstone.

Although transmission of brucellosis has been shown 1o occur between and amaeng
cattle, bison, and elk under experimental conditions, the nisk of transmission between
bison and <attle in the wild has not been determined.

Monvana has shot over 135 bison on public lands in the West Yellowstane area
since January 30, when APHIS informed Montana that such shooting was not necessary to
protect the State's brucellosis-free cattle rating. Montana is not caught between”
conflicting federal agencies; USDA and DOl are committed to reasonable contingency



propesals and (ong-term soiuiions,

- Contrary 1o Moatana's public statements that they are being “selective” n their
shooting of Bisba in the West Yellowstone area, Montana has shot bulls and cabves
without knewing whether they were disease-free or not.

1£ APHIS and NP§ contingency propasals are not adopied by Montana. the
Interim Plan would allow Montana to continue shooting most, if niot all, bison in the Wext
Yellowstone area of the Gallatin Nagonal Forest.

The Nationa] Park Service has not removed bison, by shooting or slaughter, since
Febraary 13, 1997, Because NPS is doing alf it ¢an to protect the remairang bison herd,
NPS will only shoot bisott for humanitarian reasons (i.e., injury) or to protect against
imuminent harm to life of property.

There are no cattle in the West Yellowstone area and cattle will not be returned to
the area before summer. Any potential conflicts with cartle can be resolved by ensuring
that cattle are managed to provide a sufficient time interval after the retum of bison to the
Park to avoid 4 significant risk of contact between bison and domestic cattle.

There is no safe and effective vaccine for bruceliosis in bison. Use of cantle vaccines in
bison causes bison 10 abort their calves.

LT



aroblems  Aithough on ucgason sbortion s secur i wibd Bson herds, brucelioss does mpi froven ne
grossth o the Yeilowstone tson herd

In humans, brucelosis was formerdy known as andulam fesver, 2 disease ihat is rarely faal,  Livestock and
slaughter wndustry woskers, vetenpanans, and consumeis of ynpasieunzed milk and producis made {rom i hase
te hughest risk of contracting the disease. H properly cooked, meat from infected animals is not 3 health nsk
There have oeen two documaented ransmissaions of brucelloss 1o humans from elk in Montana, The
ranshussion azose from individuals handling el fetuses and membranes,

There 15 no effecuve geatment or cure for animals infected with Bruceffe. However. a preventatve brucellosis
vaccine {Strain {93 has been developed for use in canle. 115 pnmary use is 1o increase herd immunry. On
average il is 65 (0 70 percent effective in cattle. The effectivenass of Strain 19 on capuve Sison i5 less than ta
for cate. Two other vaceines, § Neotomae and strain RBS1. are currently under study. Strain RB31 has been
licensed for use n catle calves only. lnutial trials of RB31 in captive, pregnant bison caused some bison 1
abort when given a dose via an inoculation route that had been proven safe in pregnant cattle. However,
additional tests of the safety and effectiveness of RB51 on bison are underway. Methods for brucellosis
prevention in widlife including bison, using techniques currently emploved on canle have not proven to be
eifoctive. Currently, domestic cattle can be effectively inoculated against brucellosis-bison can not.

Knowiedge Reguired: Combating brucellosis in wildlife populations such as the bison of Yellowstone
National Park requires polictes that are built upon a sohd foundation of science. The Natonal Academy of
Sciences has agreed to underiake an independent study of the scientific issues associated with the brucellosis

prablem. Kav slements of the study will address.

The transmission of Brucefla among catle, bison, 2IK, and other wildlife species;

o

¢ The relationship, if any, berween the bison population dynamics and brucellosis:

o The ability of serology testing to estimate true infectiousness,

0 The efficacy and safety of existing vaceines for target and non- zatget species and the ﬁwd for new
{including bison-specific) vaccines;

Q The nature, and likely success or limitations, of a wild animal vaccination program, and

& QOptimal approaches 1o reducing the risk of oransmission 1o cattle and among wildlife.

© Secretary Bruce Babbint has requested ‘ﬁze National Agademy of Sciences mmplcte its study by Oczeber 1
1997, :
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U.S. D&WA??TM%N“?“ OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE | Lisa Guide (0) 202/208-6415
December L2, 1956 ' \

STATEMENT OF INTERIOR SECRETARY BRUCE BARBITT
FIRST GRANT AGREEMENT FROM 1996 FARM BILL FOR EVERGLADES
RESTORATION

Teday is an important day in the latest phase of history for the Flonda Everglades. We
spent the last 100 years draining and paving it. We spent the last few decades talking about
fixing it, Today our commitment to restoring the Everglades rakes a big, tangible leap forward.

Today the South Florida Water Management District and the Departrnent of the Intedor
will enter into 3 grant agreement for the frst installment on an expenditure of $200 million
provided for Everglades Restoranuon in the 1596 Farm Bill

With this agreement, $13.4 million in matching federal funds will be made availabie to
the District to buy lands in the East Coast Buffer. The four properties purchased are a 1,633 acre
parcel in Palm Beach County, a 197 acre parcel in northwestern Dade County, and two parcels of
94 and 277 acres in southwestern Broward County. These tands, and.others the District has and
will acquire in s area, will serve critical water storage and other restoration purposes,
including rehydration of the Everglades, .

The surchase of these properties will give the Everglaces a new lease on iifs
i & & ;

The acquisition of these lands for water preserve areas, along with lands in the
Everglades Agricuitural Area, was the highest priority recommendation of the mtergovemmemal
Socuth Florda Everglades Restoranion Task Forca for the use of the Farm Bill funds, These
acquisitions were also the highest priority of the Governor's Commussion for a Sustainable South
Fiotida which represents all levels of government and leaders in the eavironmental community
and agriculnural and development indusiries in Florida,

This action rcpreseazs my commitment to foilow the recommendations of these
Fioridians involved in preserving and restoring the Everglades. It also furthers the Clinton
Admurustration's full partnership with the State of Florida announced by Vice President Gore at
‘Everglades National Park last February, . :

The partnership we began with the State of Florida three years ago 10 join forces and save
the Everglades is strengthened by this agreement we reach today with the Seouth Florida Water
Management District,

-DOL
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L.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

For immediate Release: Tuly 26, 1996 DOL John Wright 202/208.-6416
. DOT. Bill Mosley 202/368-3571

NATURAL QUIET WILL BE RESTORED TO GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK
UNDER CLINTON ADMINISTRATION PROPOSAL

“Aircraft flying at low altitudes over national parks cam, if not properly managed,
. par the natural beauty of the parks and create significant noise problems as weil?
 President (linton
Earth Day, April 22, 1996
Secretary of Transportation Federico Pefia in consultation with Interior Secretary Bruce

Babbitt today announced a notice of proposed rulemaking designed to reduce noise from aircraft
used for sightseeing tours over Grand Canyon National Park. The proposed rule will be issued by
the Department of Transportation today and published in the Egderal Register next week.

“This proposal makes good on the President’s promuse to restore natural quiet to the
Grand Canyon while still permitting sightseeing access,” Pefia said, “The proposed rule, if
implemented, will ensure both aviation safety and an unforgertable visitor experience.”

*“ When the final rule is fully implemented, visitors will be able to experience the imumense
quiet that Major John Wesley Powell and hig expedition found when they encountered the Grand
Canyon over a hundred years ago,” said Babbitt. “As a boy growing up in Flagstaff. Arizona, the
Grand Canyon was my backyard, [ believe most Americans, regardless of where they grew up,
consider the Crand Canynn 4 unique treasure that belongs to all of us and shcaié be protecte:i
This proposed rule is a great first step toward resolving this important issue.” '

The rule proposes to cxpaaé and create new flight-free Zones over the park. Compared to
an existing 45 percent in such zones, it would increase flight-free areas to 87 percent of the park.
[n addition, commercial sightseeing flights would be prohibited from operation during the hours
of & p.m. and 8 8.m. during the summer season, and 5 p.m, to 2 a.m. during the winter season,

The proposed rule seeks public camments on a range of options for észabiishing a
framework to restore natural quiet 1o the park, including various ways- of capping existing
sightseeing operations and limiting the number of aircraft operating in the park at various times of

- day.

“Z‘?m rule specifically proposes to & two-year interim cap on the number of ﬂigh!s at the
fevel s'abhshed during the period-August 1, 1955, through July 31, 1596, so that flights.will not

- more -



increase while a comprehensive noise management plan is being developed. Public comment also
15 sought on whether 1o extend the freeze or cap on new flights to five years or more, on how 10
structure it, and on what alternatives should be considered.

e

——

The proposed rule is the first step in implementing & commitment made by President
Choon on Earth Day, 10 reduce noise of sightseeing aircrafls flying over one of the nations most
precious national parks, .

“Secretary Pefia has doneg 3 remarkable job on this proposed rulemaking,” said Babbitt.
“This rulemaking will serve the goals of protecting national treasures like the Grand Canyon while
making reasonable accommodation elsewhere for legitimate competing interests. ™ '

The public review and comment periad will be open for 60 days. Copies of the propased
rule can be obtained by submitting a request 1o the Federal Aviation Administration, 800
Independence Ave. SW, Washington, D.C. 20591, or by calling (202) 267-9677. ~

- PO -
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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR BRUCE BABBITT ON
ANNOUNCEMENT BY PRESIDENT CLINTON THAT WILL CLOSE MINE ON
QUTSKIRTS OF YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK

President Clinton’s anmouncement today that the New World Mine, just autside
Yellowstone National Park, will not be developed, should bring a great sense of relief to every
American who cares about our oldest and most beloved national park. The United States and
Crown Butte Mirung Company have reached an agreement to suspend plans for muung at the
New World site effective immediately. ,

This agreement will begin the final chapter to close off a great environmental threat, not
only toYellowstone, but to wildemness, a Wild and Scenic River, to threatened and endangersd
wildlife, watersheds and groundwater. There are many places where mining is suitable; but not in ~
fragile landscapes of such great natural beauty.

The Department of the Interior has 2 lot at stake in the area. We are responsible for the
unique landscape and wildlife resources of Yellowstone National Park, as well as for the
migratory birds and threatened and endangered species whose habitat would have been harmed by
the New World Mine. The Department has worked hard to assure that these threats will be

eliminated. The best solution is the no mining solution, and we will follow up President Clinton’s
announcement by pressing forward to complete the land withdrawals that are necessary to pwtea:
the area from any future mining proposals.

The New World Mine was proposed in an area already heavily contaminated by past
mining activities. Hazardous substances such as mercury, arsenic, lead, zinc, sulfides, barium and
cadmium have been refeased into creeks, wetlands, groundwater and downstream areas for more
than & century= Under the agreement, Crown Butte has piedged to ciean up much of the
contamination 89 historic mining activities on its lands. Funding will also be made available to
restore Or acquize equivalent natural resources injured by releases of contaminams from the site,
The Department of the Interior is trustee for many of these resources. -

Pary of the legal underpinning for the New World Mins proposal was the 1872 Mining
Law, This antiquated legal relic from the days of Ulysses S. Grant gives away public fands for
about $5 per acre with littie protection for the environment. The New World Mine proposal
emphasizes the need for Congress to reform this antiquated law to ensure that precious
environmental and scenic resources, and the wildlife that inhabit them, receive the protection they
deserve.
~Ore-



Todayv's agreement will stand as a lasting tribute to the Clinton Admunistration. and the
skilled negotiators from the White House and numerous federal agencies who worked thousands
ot hours to find a way to protect the sensitive and beautiful tandscape in and around Yellowstone
National Park from mining operations at the New World Mine,

——
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e THE WHITE HOUSE

Cffice of the Press *ecretaxy
{Jacksen Hole,. Wytming)

For Immediate Release . : . Augusy
12, 19%¢ ’

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN ANWOUNCING AGREEMENT TO SAVE NATIONAL PARK
FROM MINE Davzzo=M£N?

- Yellewstone ﬁagﬁonaz Pazk
Wyoming

11:25 A.M. MDT : | . o

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. This is not the hardest
speech [ ever had to glve. (Laughter.) What a happy day. Let
me thank you, Sue Glidden, Zor all the work you’ve done. Just
before she came up here -one of the folks sitting back here with
us said, well, "Now, what are you going Lo do®*" and she sald,
"How I have my life back.” I'm sure she’ll find something to do
with it. - Highly preoductive.

Thank vyou very much, Mike llarkx, for all the great
work you have done, Thank you, Mike Finley and Mark Jenson and
ail the people at Yellowstone who do sueh a magnificent job
presarving our nation's great treasure. I'd like to thank John
Schmidt and Jim Pipkin. - lan Bayer, thank you very wmuch for what
you said: and for what you’ve done. ' : ’ -

i can®y say encugh to thang the cther people in the

administration -- Xatle MeGinty who has been wonderful about
. this. And you menticned the Vice President -- I thank you very

" muth. We have lunch once a week and at least every other lunch I
asked him or he raported s me on whettoer this was aver going to
gor done or nott. S¢ in the middlie of-Fosnia and the budget and
averything, we were ~~ £or one year ~- . know more about this
some «days tnlian I wish I had xnewn. {(Liughter.;

: Thank you, Jack Core Thomas*. I1'd like to thank
some other people who are here, and 8 couple +ho aren’t. Thank
you, Senator Birch Bayh, for your rple n this. I want to thanx
my goad friends, Congressman Pat Williens and Congressman Bill

Richardson for working on this, Bill ?F:.¢hardson has been 5&%%3q
peace all around the world the last tw¢ years, but he found time

MORE ' - k;.‘
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Lo 2o this as well.

I want O thank Sarator #:.8 Mrg, Rockefeller whe
came ugp with me. Jay and Sharon Rockefeller are your neighhors;
as you know, "they live near the Grand {atons and ace very
concerned about itT.  And I want o thank former Wyeming Governor
Mike Sullivan, and his wife, Jane Sullivan, who came .up with me
and they’'wve besn longrime friends of H.llary's and mine.

And T want to thank all of you who were in thas
meeting with Hillary and wlth me a year ago. We learned a lou,
It was a great occagion for us and weiw: relived it several
times. I also want to say a special word of recognition for tx
" two families that are behind meé. We juit Hauled them up here.
(Lauvghter.} They’re laughing -- are thuay agresing with me?
{Laughter.) They are the Franklin family, from Sioux Falls; and
the Pampris family from Creen Bay, Wisconsin. {Applause.) I
asked them to come herg -— 38K Them to stand up here.
{Applisuse.} o

I askad tham T come Lo make this point:
This fight was not simply waged by those of you who
iive here for your families and your conmunity and your
~future. You waged this
fight flor all the people ¢f the United ftates and,
inde=d, the people of the worlid who love and balieve in
the preservation »f guy natural resources whe c¢ome and
participate. 2and I thought it was important that
somabody be reminded gsomehow by their presenice here
that thare are millions and milllens and millions of
people who will directly benefit from the decision we
anncunce today. And you're sesing some ¢f them -~
{applause.)
Let me say, for all kinds of reasons I'nm
alse glad to see that John Denver is hare today, and
thank you very much for coming. (Applause.} 2Aangd if
you want o sing, [ won’t talkx. - (Laughiar.) We're
ghad to have you haere.

_ Eillary and Chelsea and I cams back here
this year, drawn by the magnet ¢of this nignificent
place, reconnecting gomething that I think 18 in all of
ug == the yearning to have a bond with tlie nature that
God has given us. Yellowstone, as all ouf you know -~
put as I think wa should remind the ceourtiiry today -~
cur first pational park has ocur largest herd of elk and
biscen; more chan 200 geysers: marvelous, pristine lakes
©and majestic rmountainsy places where we oan teach our
children about the power and the mysterius of nature.

Yellowstone was entrusted ingo gur Qare as a
nesple, a whola pegple, more than 120 years ago now,
and today we are saying to the rest of the world, t¢
the rest of our country and teo future generations of
Anerica, we have been worthy of that truat and we are
giving it on to our children and our chi.dren's

“
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ehildren, {Apriacse.!

Agaln, I wanl o thank thozo who were parg
¢f the Yellowstone dialogue. [ want ta thank Senanor
Baucus, wno could nof ve here teday, for his five-poinc
pilan for maximum protection of the pdri before the
propused mine couldé go forward. I wari o thank the
members 0l my Cabinet who are not nere¢, ingluding,
especially Segretary Babbite and Secretary Glickman and
EPA Administratos Browner and Atvorney Seneral Rens,
bagause thay all supported this, as well, And I wish
they could be here with us to ceiebrate this day.
{Applauvse .

The agreemant that has been reached with
Crown Butte ©o terminate this project altogether proves
what everyong can agree that Yellowstone is more
praciouvs than gold., (Applause.; As has been sajd
before, this is 2 victory for everyone involvad -- vhae
American.people and ocur future win beciuse Yellowstone
will be protected from the envircenmentil hazards. of.
mining. Crown Butte’s shareholders wiiy. because thelr
property rights will he protected. We are all
protected from vears and years of expensive and bitter
livigation., And while theare is grill wark toe do, and
-work in which menbers of the general pusdlic must and
will be involved, we are going to move forvard., And
ehis signing today means thar it wil) cosme out the way
5o many of you have worked Zor, for SO many years.

Mining jobs are good jobs, &nd mining is
important to our national economy and .t oUr national
security. But we can‘t have mines evar where, and
minas that oould shreaten any national <reasures lLike
Yallowgtone -- that’s 100 much Lo ask ¢ the American
pecple. The company has recognized thin, and we thank
them. (Applause.} Again, I want to esphasizs they are
not only walking away from a gold mins, they have also
agreed £o finance the clean-up of histeric mining
pollution that predates their work at the site. That
is a very important part of this agresnant, and the
company deservas a lot of credit for it and we cught to
appreciate what they/re doing. (Applause.)

Again, I want to thank Ian Bayer and Joe
Baylis of Crown Butte for their extracreinary
commitmant., lLet me thank the members of Congress
agaia, those who are here and Senator Baucusg, who
ispn’ts and, alse, my senior Ssnatoer and a great friend
of Yeilowstone. and the nation’s enviroarent, Senator
Dale Bumpers, _ '
who very much wanted to be with ug today. (applause.}

I also want teo say in <¢lousing that the way
thig .wags done should become a model for Amarica’s
challenges, nor only in the epvironment but in other
areass as wall,

when we deal with problems o naticnal

HORE



significance that have o0 B2 resolved iy pecple who
understand the parci¢ulars and who «wil. be mosc
affecred by it, it will be well to remoutber how this
was done. Yes, I did gay that 1 wanted to preserve
this park. And, ves, I did put the Viu: President and
Katie McGinty and the Cabinet on it. 1t the reasocn it
worked, especlally given the way the miving law works,
as all of you know, is that we had a cullaborative
process that lavelved people reflecting all the
interests involved who worked in good riith, That is
the way we have to meet America’s challnnges as we move
into this new century..

we don’t have to make a cholve between the
gnvirongent and the economy. We dont have to have
avery single challenge we [ace drag on erever and ever
and ever, into court suit after court suit after court
suit, being fodder for politiciang that campaign from
rhetoric that divides us instead. of unifies us., All of
you have proved that America can e betler than that.
This is a very, very great day for our country not only
because what we have done {s right, but because of the.
way we have done it. That is zight as vell.

When Yellowstons was cra&zed &s the world‘
first national park over 120 years ago, it wag asg a
result of a bipartzsan agreament and a congensus which
existed at thar time that this place was too precious
not to be presaerved. God created the sountains of
Yellowstone and the minerals bensath them, but it is up
to ug Lo preserve tham. You have done that todey. And
you have done it in the right way. ,

So I ask you today as you leave here Lo make
sure that we all teach cur children and grandchildren
the lassons we have learned today; to mike surs that
future genarations of our <ountry naver farqat that we
nave something here we can never replace, but alse
aevar forgar that when we meet each other across the
lines that divids us in good fairh, with honest, apen
hearts and a real degire to move farware, together, we
can do it.

We celebrate that foday. And as your
President, I am very grateful for every single one of
vou who played a role in this historic soment for
America. Thank you and God bless you all.
{ﬁpp’aaseaz

Now I can®t- forget the actual purpose for
which we came. (Laughter.) Katle, Miks and Ian are

going to sign the agreemant. (The agresment is
sigred.) We're adjourned, {Applause.)
TND ' 11:38 A.M., MDT
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- PRESIDENT CLINTON

'PARKS FOR TOMORROW

A PLaN To RESTORE AND PRESERVE
AMERICA'S NATIONAL PARKS

APRIL 22, 1996



FORWARD

Qur National Parks are places of wonder, recreation and enjoyment for all
Americans. The™ (Clinton Administration's “Parks for Tomomow” s a
comprehensive plan for restoring and preserving our National Park system.

“Our "crown jewel” parks, like Yellowstone and Yosemite, are the destination point

for miliions of American families for their annual vacations. Qur historical parks,

" national seashores and other units of the park system are extensions of America's
backyards, hosting countless family day outings and school class trips.

Soaring visitation levels agpmachiné 300 million annually have accelerated wear
on park roads, buildings and landscapes. The Clinton Administration’s plan, "Parks
for Tomorrow," will protect and rebuild America’s park system.

-. The plan includes more than 20 differest actions to be implemented through either
legistative proposals or Presidengal directives. Following is a complete

explanation of the President's proposal, which includes: Executive Actions, New.

Initiatives and Action Plan on Pending Legislation.



EXECUTIVE ACTIONS

AIRCRAFT OVERFLIGHTS

The noise of Sightseemg aiveraft at low altirudes over national parks is 4 problem of significant

proportions to the millions of visitors who spend their vacations in these magmﬁt:mz plages.

While commercial sightsecing aircraft 1s the only way to see parks for some visitors, there are

3040 parks facing various types of overflight problems, including Grand Canyon National Park
“where substantial restoration of natural quiet is mandated by law, parks in Hawaii, and many

in the intdrmountain west,

~ACTION: Secretary Pena, in cooperation with Sesretary Babbiw, will build upon recent
wooperative efforts between the Departiments of Transportation and Interior by issuing
proposed regulaticns to placs appropriate limits on the noise caused by low-flying
sightseeing aireraft overflights over the Grand Canyon National Park, completing rule-msking
by the end of 1998 and completing "the substastial restoranen of natural quier” within 12
years. Reguladons will also be developed to manage overflights over other priority parks,
including Rocky Mountain Natiensl Park.

" HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Por fiscal vears 1994-97, the Natonal Park Serviee (NPS) estimates 3 34?'{) million backlog in -
rehabilitation and restorstion of thousands of historic structures and cultural landscapes in the
national parks.

ACTION: Secrstary Babbitt will report to the President within six mcné&s on oplions
outside of the traditionsl appropriations process for presgrving historic park structures.

Such options should include the possibilities for partnerships with busme:sscs,
associations, and individuals in the private sector,

ROAD AND TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS

The number of vehicies on park road systems is incressing at such & rate thay roads are
detariorating faster than the NPS can maintain them. Too many pot holes, broken guard razis
detenorating road beds, and simpie overcrowding can make for bad vacations.

ACTION: _The President is directing Secretary Babbiet, in cooperation with Secretary

Pena, to develop a plan for a comprehensive effort to impréve public transportation in
the national parks. This plan will include design of pilot pragrams in the Grand
Canyon, Zion and Yosemite Nanonal Parks.


http:eSlim.te

NATIONAL PARK FOUNDATION (NPF)

Congress created the National Park Foundation in 1967 10 receive gifis and make dishutsements

to benefit the parks, but ieft in doubr s ability to sslicit donatrons and other {undrasing

techniques @ support the parks. The Foundation has expressed interest in various options o

snhance it effectiveness in providing appropriate private suppornt for the national parks.
ACTION: The Prasident is directing Secrefary Babbitt to prepars within 30 days a

specific proposal to invigorate the National Park Foundation's impertant role in
{ostering public.private parmerships.

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT AUTHORITY
{nves the NP8 clearer authorify to enter into contracts and agreements to share talent, gear, and
ideas with local governments and snuties to preserve and maintain parks.
ACTION: The President is directing Secretary Babbitt to prepare a lsgislatve proposal
1o permanently extend cooperative agreement authority, :
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NEW INITIATIVES

WILZ)?:RNQSS IN THE PARKS

he {act that wilderness exists in America is a modermn miracle, due in large massure to the
foreszg%zz of citizen Teuders earlier in this ceniuty, like Aldo Leopold and Howard Zahnizer, Bob
Marshall and key Members of Congress in the 19605, The National Park Service, and Presidents
Nixon, Ford and Carter recommended wilderness designations in 17 national parks, covering
-some 5 million acres, which ths Congress has never serfously considered. They includs such
well known places as Yeilowstone, (Hacier, Grand Teton, Great Smoky Mountains, Zion, Bryce

.. Canyon, and Caayonlands National Parks.

ACTION: The President urges Congress w &gt on previous park wildemess

recommendations and diracts Secretary Babbint to work with Congress to make any
technical chaages 1o these proposals during the legisiative procsss,

POINT REYES NATIONAL SEASHORE EXPANSION .

In 1993, the National Park Service completad 3 study that recommended expanding the boundary
of the Point Reyes National Seashore by 38,000 scres to protect the viewsheds of the park,
‘Recognizing the benefits from continued private ownership of the large cattle ranches within the
proposed expansion ares, the study proposed only acquiring partial interests in land tirough
voluntary conservation easements that would limit the type and amount of development that
could take place on the property, while silowing exasting and future ranching operations to
continue. This consmmsual approach would protect both the interest of the public users of the
arez. and of the private owners of the lands.

ACTION: The President directs Secretary Babbint to work with Congress to prepare and
pass (sgislation that would allow the National Park Service to profect the scenic vistas
surrounding Point Reyas National Seashore. In addition, the Secrstary wall use existing
avthonty to make up to maks minor boundary adjustments o the Park and use up to
31 million 10 scquite easements within the revised boundarnies,

'REAUTHORIZATION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND
Grants administered by the National Park Service fo state and local governments and Indian
Tribes from the Historic Praservation Fund (HPF), will assist every state and many cities,
. counties and localities with the preservation of local historic properties, which are not owned
or operated by the federal government,

ACTION: The President directs Sscretary Babbitt to prepare 2 lcgisiz:ive praposal to
reauihorizs the Historic Praservanan Fuad through 2003,
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ACTION PLAN FOR PENDING LEGISLATION

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 1997 BUDGET

This iz an increase of $L81 million over the estimated amouny for FY 1998, which wcludes
critical increases o connnue the restoration of the Everglades {the most threatened ecosystam
in the country), to begin the cesworation of the native salmon runs of the Elwha River in Olympic

National Park, and incresses in park operating budgets 1o provide better visitor services and
protection of culnural and natural resources.

ACTION: The President calls on Congress 1o ensst the FY 1997 budget for the Natonal
Park Ssevice fully and on tme

FEE REFORM .

The National Park Ssrvice budget alone casnot provide adequate funds to maintain the pazks for
visitors. Currently, there are numerous limitations and prohibitions on fae collections in the
parks that naed revision. Some of these restrictions shauld be lifted, while keeping park entrance
fees jow and rewining the current cap on fees for the elderly and free entrance for children.

ACTION: The President calls on Congress to pass the NPS fea [egislation that suppars
the Administration's 1957 Budget, which would remove inappropriate restrictions agd
return 80 percent of revenue to the parks,

CONCESSIONS REFORM

Private companics enijoy the privilege of operanng the hotels, restaurants, gift shops, boat and
horseback tours, and other park visttor services, under contract to the National Park Service,
Over $650 million in gross receipts in 1994 wers generated by 632 of these “concessionars,” but
they paid only « tiny fraction of this to the NPS for the privilege, and very little of it remaing
with the NPS 1w improve the parks. The 30-year-old Concessions Policy Act, which govems
their sperations in the parks is obsolete and needs reform to incresse cowpatition,

ACTION: The President calls on Congress to pass §. 309 (BennettBumpers) with the
Adminsstration's amendments.

NATIONAL HERITAGE AREAS SYSTEM AND RELATED LANDS

There are many beautful natural and cultural places scross America whish are significant and
should be restored or preserved, but cannot and should nmot be tumed over to the federal
government. These places can often be best protected and most wisely used if thay are under °
local management and have local leadership and decision-making about their care, with
assistance from the National Park Service

ACTION: The President calls on Congress to pass the Admintstration’s heritage

* 5



wmitiative, which authorizes the Park Service to provide sechnical assistanse and small
granti 1w state and local hentage areas.

PRESIDIO

Across Anretica, as.apors and more people live their liveg in urban aress. open space in our
eiting 1% increasingly in shent suppty in October 1994, the Presidio of San Francisco bacame part |
of the National Fark System when it was transferrzd from the Department of Defense. A bill,
HR. 1196 (Pelosi), is moving through Congress to create 2 Pregidio Trust. The Trust will
manage the propenty and reduse s cost o the federal government by leasing many of the
buildings found on the Prasidio while préserving historic siructures and ensunng the continued
" presarvation of the scenic beauty and natural character of the area,

ACTION: The President calis on Congress to protect this unique rasource by passing
legisiation with the Administration’s amendments.

STERLING FOREST

New York is fa::mg a stark choice -~ cither makes major expuzzdxw:es on chem:cai treatment of
waler, or protect the ramaining natural watershed which lies just outside New York City. This
18,000-acre tract in New York State, known as the Sterling Fores, is critical 1o the water supply
and gpen space needs of the millions of Americans who reside within 3G miles,

ACTION: The Prasident calls on Congress to pass 8. 223 (Bradley), & bill to authorize
the NPS to participate in the acquisition of the Srerling Forest, shasing in the cost to the
axtent that {t will protect the faderal interest in the Appalachian Trail

OLD FAITHFUL PROTECTION ACT

Cne of the best known icons of the national parks is Old Faithful the steam goyser of
Yellowsone, What is not well known is that the geothermal “plumbing® system that suppiiss
the water and heat to the geysers, hot springs, mud pots and other featurss of Yellowstone
extends well cutside the boundary of the park, and threatened with develepment that could
divert ot disrupt the delicats system comzoﬂmg the surface acuvzzy Lesgislation is necessary
to ansure true protechon.

_ ACTION: -The Pregident calls on Coaﬁrcss to pass H.R 723, the Old Faithful Protection
Agt (Williams)

MIN OR BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENTS

Park boundaries are set in [aw when a park is established, but often prove to have been drawn
by Congress without all relevant information, with the resuit that over time the NPS must go
back 10 Congress for amendments to faw to fix boundary problems. This is often an unnecessary
. and burdensome process
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ACTION: Thye President calis on Congrass 1o pass genetic legislanon autherizng mmnsr
boundary adjustment.

MANAGEMENT OF MUSEUM PROPERTIES ‘

The National Park Sarvice preserves many millions of historic objects - including some weli-
known anes, like the Liberty Bell, George Washington's wooden dentures and Thomas Edison's
phorograph, as well as many others. The National Park Service needs authority to manage
muscum properties in the same professional manner that museums do,

ACTION: The President calls on Congress to pass HR 694 as reported by the Senate
Energy and Matural Resources Committes,

HOUSING AND LEASING

if the Navional Park Ssrvice is to continue 1o attraes the “best and the bnghzcst" young peaple
e work for that sgency, it nesds to provide safe and souad housing for them in isolatad
locations where no other housing is avalable, The housing stock is oid and deterivrating and
in many cases ts unsafe,

ACTION: Crsz‘zgn:ss shaould pass legasianon submitrzd by the Adminustration in May 1995
addressing housing and isasing for the National Park Service.
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INTERIOR SECRETARY BABBITT RALLIES SUPPORT FOR RESTORATION OF
FLOOD-RAVAGED HISTORIU € & 0 CANAL T

S=zrgtary 22 zhe Intericr 3ruce Bapblist today Rizked 252 a
zycad-cased cormunicy efforr o zZapalr the axtensively-damagsd
Z0% 0 ‘Chazapeak? & Chiol Canal and adiacent Towpath and alstsric
snrusnaras,

Tha Kick-off "Rally to Resctora cthe ¢ & O Caral” wag nald ac
ehe Greac Fallg visitors center (historis Grear Fallsg Tavernd an
e Marviand side of che Poromac River, at 10:09 a.m. on
sacurday. Fabruary 14.

Joining im ar rche rally ware hundreds of representacives
from organizations and ciubg interssted in saving the ¢aral, as
w8.,1 as Sacravary of Transporration Federics Pena; Senagors raul
Sarpan2s and Barbara Mikulski; Congresswoman Zonnie Morella:
Maryiand’ g Sacrezary of Natural Rescurces John Griffin;
Mentgomery County Executive Douglas Duncan; Nagional Fark Sarrice
SLraunor Reger Kennedy; Flip Hagoed, Dirsguor of the Student
tergervation Corpg: and € & O 2ark Superintendent Deug Fari

The 18%-mile canal, dating from the times of George
Washington, is operaved as a national historic park, and gvery
vear actracss milliong of vigitors, hikers, bkikerxs, fishermen and
a wide variety of boating snthusiasts. It flows chrough western
Mawyland: Harpers Ferry and Willlamsport to Cumberiand.

"This wonderful place survived the relentlesg tide of
mistory: warg, highway expansion, periodic floods and the
ssures of developmens,” Secretary Babbicty said. “The xnock-
Ut blow iz has guffered ac the hands of January's sevare
fiooding will be fatal unless the communities, organizations and
aach person’ who appreciates this unigue reacurce jgins ccget?er
ro save it.* Secretary Babbict alsc serves as Chaxrman of on
Naticpal Park Foundation, chief fundraiging organization for the
Nazional Park Servica,

D
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PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS:

Bruce Babbitt
Secretary of the Interior

Federico Pena
Secretary of Transportation

Paul Sarbanes
(D) U.S. Senator - Marvland

Barbara Mikulski
(D) U.8. Senator - Maryland

Constance Morella o
"{R) U.S. Representative - Maryland

John Griffin .
Maryland Secretary of Natural Resources

Douglas Duncan
xﬁbntgamery Coanty Exacutive

Roger Kennedy ,!
Director of the National Park Sexvx&a

"Flip" Hagood
Director of Student Consarvatian ﬂarps

Daug Faris
Sup&xmntandent of C&O Natxonal Hxat&xac

Park



C & O CANAL RESTORATION TOLL-FREE HOTLINE -- 1-800-434-9330 ' \
; .

" Concerned citizens can call 1-800-434-9330 t0 make 2 dotlar contribution or voluntser ime and
services 1o assist in the restoration of the C & O Canal National Historical Park. Callers to the
wil-free number may make tax-deductible, credit card contributions to the National Park
Foundadon, the official, nonprofit partner of the National Park Service, which has setup s special
dedicated fund for the restoration effort. '

Gifts 10 the C& O Canal Restoration Fund will be sent directly 10 the C&0 Canal National
Historical Park and used for the priority projects determined by the Park Superintendent.

'i’capic who use and care about the future of the Canal also should call this toll-free number to
offer voluniser services, whether for indoor/outdoor labor ar office work. The need for
voluntsers, particularly for some of the gutdoor labor, will be great in the months ahead.

A coalidon of cormmunity-based and national groups banded together to set up the hotline.
Coalition members include: Natonal Park Foundation, American Hiking Society; C&O Canal
Association; Natdonai Trust for Historic Preservation; National Park Service; National Parks and
Conservarion Association; Potomac Conservancy; Rails-to-Trails Conservancy: Road Runners
Club of America; and the Student Conservation Association,

Protocall Communications of Beltsville, Maryland has generously provided the phone operators
1o take the 1-800 number calls, |

]
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FOMINMANEGIATE RELTASRE
February 10, 1998 §
Contucy Nina Jagger, 202.785. Jqsz{’*

NATIONAL PARK FOUNDATION RAISES $400.000 FOR C&O CANAL
- . RESTORATION

L

Great Falls, MD ~ Ata community rally today, Intzrior Secretary Bruce Babbi,
Chairman of the Board of the Natonal Park Foundation, reported on the Foundation's progress in
raising $300,000 in one we < from private contributions 10 aid the C&O Canal restoragion effon.
Babbirt organized the rally w0 bring wgether Washington, Maryland, and Yirginia residents and
community groups wha use and enjoy the Canal and ask them to unite and form partrierships to
help repair and clean up the flﬁozi-ravagcd ‘C&O National Historical Park,

A_s r.hz official, nonprofit partner of the National Park Service, the National Park
Foundation has been working closely with Secretary Babbitt and Nadonal Park Service Director
Roger Kennedy to bring togsther public and privame resources 1o aid in restoration work, The
restoraiion need involves stabilizing eroded areas, reconstructing Canal walls, zz;mzrmg damaged
stone wi:srk. clearung up flooded historic buildings, and much more.

“T amn very pleased and ezzcamgcd by the cutpouring of private sector and
individual support,” said Babbiet. “Although the scope of the damage is daunting, through credtive
parmerships with the privaie secior, the Park Service may ultimaiely have the resources necessary

o renew the Park to its former state.”
}

‘ The Natonal Park Foundation is pleased to announce that major donations have
been received from the Fannis Mae Foundadon ($100,000), Marriott International Inc.
($100,000), the Mobil Foundation ($100,000), and the Mars Foundation ($50.000), Allegheny

Power System, Lever Brothers Company, NBC .4, Potomac Electric Power Company (PEPCO), -

and The Walt Disney Company all have pledged in-kind contributions to assist the restoration.
Five hundred individual donors have contributed nearly $50,000 to the C&O Canal Reswration
Fund in the past week. Babbin thanked alf private sector partmers by name.

NPF President Jim'Maddy applauded the generous response to the fund.raising,
drive and stated his confidence that the campaign would be successful: “1 know that other area
smployers, philanthropic mrgmﬁz.%zians, and individuals will want to join this critical effort.” -

At the rally, Secretary Babbitt urged Park users to call the newly established C& O
Canal Rastorarion Effors hotline at -~ 1-800-4 349330 -» 10 make a donation or offer volunteer
servicas, whether for indoor/outdoor labor or office work.

The Nadonal Parg Foundation is the private, nonprofit organizadon chartered by
(;‘aarzgms in 1967 to channel privane sector support to the nation’s 368 Nadonal Parks. With its
€ &0 Canal resworation fund-raising campaign, the Foundation aims 1o raise $2 million collars
from individuals, area corporate employers. and private foundatons to match the recent
S< million dollar appropriation from Congress,
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MEDIA ARVISORY

INTERIQOR SECRETARY 70 XIUK OFF VOLUNTEER EFFORTS TO RESTORE
FLOCQD-RAVAGED HISTORIC C & O CANAL

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbirt will host a kick-off
rally on Saturday, Fsbruary 10, to ignite a broad-based and '
communicy effors o restove the extansively-damaged historic
C & O {Chesapeake and Ghic} Canal. ) ' .

‘The "C & O Restoration Rally® will highlight large and
small-scale volunteer efforts and contributions that are already -
being offered, as well as provide information on how communities,
organizaticns angd individual voluntsers can contribute time or
financial deonations to the restoration of the canal.

"The terribls winter waather in the east and midwest has
created many victimg," Babbiut said. r"As Secretary of the
Interior, it is not cnly my duly bul my perscnal desire ro do
anything I can to ansure that damage U9 national park facilitcies,
other congervation lands, and urban greenspacas 1s repaired as
quickly as possible.? I

Bahbitt will be joined by Navional Park Ssrvice Director
Roger Kennedy, Senators Barbara Mikulski and Paul Sarbanes,
Congresswoman Connie Morella awmdd Montgomery County Executive
Souglas Duncan ag well as voluntesrg from the Student
Congarvation Association, the Boy and Girl Scouts of America and
prher groups already involved in conservation efforts. :

The € & O Restoraticn Rally will be held cutside the
vigitors Center {Great Falls Tavern) at Great Falls, cn the )
Maryland side of rhe Potomac. The visitors center is located at
11710 MacArthuy Blvd., Potomac, Maryland., Due to extensive
damage to the canal and adjacent support facilities, the event
will be limited to media and participancts. It will begin on
Sarurday at 10:00 a.m.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Stephanis Hanna (0} 202{208-6415
Dacamber 5, 1985

STATEMENT BY DEPARTMENT OF INTERICR ON DESIGNATION OF YELLOWSTONE
NATIONAL PARK AS A WORLD HERITAGE SITE IN DARGER

Today's datision by the Warld Heritags Committes to nams Yellowstona National Park to the List of Waorld Heritage
Sites in Dangse alarts tha rest of the world to serious potantial thrasts to natural resources in the world's first '
national perk. in taking this action, the commission recognized that thuse ars domastic issues snd that W ars
seaking solutions through sxisting snvironmental laws and agancy actions,

Wa share the goal of the World Haritage Committes to raise awarenass of the nowd to protect this premier national
park and to draw attantion to potential and existing environmental thrests. Howsvar, today's action doss not
zuparsede any U.S. law. It will also have no affact upan the orderly public procass of devaloping an Environmentsl
fmpact Statemant (EIS) on the proposed Naw Warld Mine that is now underway. This procass will identify end
analyze the potentisl impacts of the mine and a range of aitemnativay. Wea fook forward to tha publication of & draft
£I§ early in 1998, and the continuing public and fadorat agency saview that will follow.
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. news release

For Immediate Relsage Contact: Paul Bledsoe (202 20831741 or
Qotober 17, 1335 | Mary Helen Thompeon (202) 208-6416

§&§§§M§ABSI“T ?& TOQ& APPOMATTOX CQURT HOUSE;
WARNS OF GOP BII OHGRE 1o CLOSE NATIONAL RISTORIC SITES

Interior Secrevary Bruce Babbitt Wiia visit Appomattox Court
Houge on Thursday, October 1%, to emphasize the importance of
prsserving higroric sites in the Old Dominion and the naticon, and
te warn Virginians of a pill in Congress to sef up a commisgion
to close national parks and historic sites.

“Th&_b&ctléfielda of Virginia are sacred places,® Babbltt
gaid. *They are shrines to the moget important period-in our
hiscory. Yet many in Congress ssem contemptucus of praserving
them and other units of the national park system."”

*Just last month, the House debated and rejected a
commissicn to close national parks and historic sitea. But then,
just ten hours later, ia the dead of night, the wvery same bill
wal sneaked onte key budget legisliation by the Republican
Congressional leaders. No discussion. No debate, Now a park
closure bill may become law, risking more than ten sites in
Virginia. I don’t think that‘s what the people of Virginia voted
for in the last elaction,* sald Babbitc. ’

H.R. 260, the hill to pet up a park closure commigsion, was
defeated by the House of Representatives on September 19 by a
vote of 231 to 180, However, the bhill was then attached Lo the
ganeral Congressional revenue bill which funds such items as
medicare and is still pending.

At Appomattox Court House National Historic Site, Secretary
Babbitt will meet withi!lecal business and community leaders and
discusg the 8igni£i¢an¢e of the gite with local junior high
gchocl students and other parks supporiers.

The evant will degin at 9:00 a.m., Thursday, Oztoder 19,
Secretary Babbitt will bs available to meet with mesbers of the
nedias imsediately following ths svent.

Babbitt will also visit Norfolk, Richmond, Charlottesville ..
and 0ld Town Alexandria in the three.day sweep of Virginia, o
digsuseging measuresa in Congress Lo ciose national parks and
historic sites, allow billion-dollax giveaways nf Laxpayer
mineral rights, weaken Clean Water Act protacticn, and eviscerate
the Endangered Species Act.
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THE GOPE vsg. CGUR NATIONAL PARKS
Are Grealb Smokies Next On Clogure Hir Lise?

(790 wordg}
By Bruce Babbirt

Back on the campaign trail, Tennessee's former Governor
Lamar Alexander made a crucvial’ obsarvatxan &boum his own pacty
and the new GOP 1aadershxp in Congress.

"The Republicans in washxngtmn, he warned, "are migsing out
on an historic gpportunity Lo seize th@ high- ground on the
environment. Instead of sounding like we want to close some of
the natiopal parks, we ahauid be making the case for supporting
chem,*

He’s right of courge. GOP lawmakers ghould "avoid rhetoric
that drives a wedge between themselves and Americans who enjoy
the ocutdoors.” Trouble ig, he's too late. The Republican party’s
unprecedented assault on the environment goes beyond rhetoric.
The newly elected Congress alyeady has a written agenda to close
our nationzl parks, and shows no hesitation Lo carry it out.

That agenda began on the eve of the 19%4 sglection, Kov. 5,
when Rep. James Hangen {(R-Utab) told the Denver Posgi: *Tf we take
over, we're going to do a Parks Closing Compission. " Upon '
becoming Chairman of the House public lands subcommittee, Mr.
Hansen clarified his position to a crowd in Albuguergue: *One
hundred and fifty parks of the some 388 need Lo be dropped.”
Finally, in a letter to constituents, he wrote: "The question is
not whether to close some parks but how to accomplish this goal."

His colleague, Rep., Josl Hefley (R-Colorado) quickly
angwered him by introduging H.R. 260, which sets up the Parksg
Closure Commission because, in Mr. K@fz&y 8 words, "Some of those
gilly parks don’t make sense.”

Among the "ailly parks” in Tennessee .that GOP bill has
targeted for possible closure: Big South Fork Natiopal Recreation
Area, Fort Donelscn National Battlefield, Oben National Wild and
Scenic River, Shiloh National Memorial Park, Andrew Johnson
National Historic Site, Cumberland Gap Nacional Higtoric Park and
Stones River Natiopal Battlefield.

Every vear, Tennessee’'s national parks collectively draw 18
million visitors, who spend $69 per day, pump $7%0 million into
the state and local economy and create 11,241 jobs.

Yot two Tennegsee Republicans in Congrese -- John J. Duncan
Jr. and James H. Quillen -- actually voted for this closure bill.
A5 1996 dawns, the bill remains alive and well and living in
Congress. For closing national parks is not merely a rhetorical
issue for the GOP on Capitel Hill, It‘'s a legislative obsession.

As Mr. Alexanéar rightly cobserved, "we shouldn‘t be
squeezing the great national parks as if they were just another
inefficient federal project.” And surely, GOP spongors knew they
would face a wrathful public if they tried to include the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park on their hiv list.



Or so I'd assumed. It turns out the GOP agenda is harsher
than anyone had imagined.

In the current Interior appropriations bill, for example,
the Republican leadership has inluded language ordering the
closure of America’s newest national park: the magnificent Mojave
Preserve in the California desert. Little wonder President
Clinton, at my urging, vetoed that bill. But Congress is still
cbsessed, their Mojave Desert closing language is still included
as part of thHe Interior approprlatlons bill, and they’re still
agking President Clinton to sign that park out of existence.

No chance.

For this Administration believes in our National Park
System; I‘ve never heard anyone in Tennessee, or for that matter
anywhere else in the country, say that we have too many parks.

Yet the GOP agenda presses on.

Just last week, Republican Governor of Arizona Fife
Symington proposed that Congress abolish Grand Canyon National
Park. He promised to take his crusade straight to Speaker Newt
Gingrich. Once they can.go after Grand Canyon, Great Smoky
Mountains can’'t be too far behind.

So what’s behind this crusade to c¢lose down our national
parks? Out in the California desert the mining companies are
unabashed: They want the Mojave park for mining.

In Grand Canyon, the last mining operation was finally
‘closed down by a reluctant Congress in the 1960s; those companies
are still lurking at the border, salivating for the chance to re-
enter the park.

And at Great Smoky, where the great foresta have grown back
since the park was established in 1926, the timber companies
would love to get their hands on those trees, with developers
chasing right behind.

The Great Smokies of Tennessee boast 1,400 flowering plants,
a hundred types of trees, mosses and llchens, their mists hide an
understory of mountain 1aure1 and rhododendron; the temperate
forest is home to some of the rarest plants and animals in God’s
creation., In one session, the GOP Congress can destroy it all.

The people of Tennessee can’t ‘let it get to that point. The
time is now at hand for all who.care about our national parks to
raise their voices, to recognize the danger, and to explain how
important these parks are to local economies like Gatlinburg, to
state pride, to our spiritual well being and to our future.



Teddy Roosevelt‘s Legacy va. the New Ray&bzinans
{730 words)

By Bruce Babbitt :
. H .

It wag with disbheliaf that I read how Sovernoy Pife
Symingron propogses to abolish the Srand Canyon National Park,

Many of wy friends in Arizonas are telling me not o
overyeact; that this proposal -- enunciated in his Stats of the
State address -- is just ancther one of the Governcr’s headline-
grabbing stunts, designed to distract public attenticn from real
problema closaer te home.

And yet I do take it seriously.

Por thiis proposal fits squarely inté the lagislative agenda
put forth by radical Republicans in the Congress, an agends to
digmantle the antira framework of the 80 year old National Park
System, {

That agenda began on the eve of the 1934 election, Nov, &,
when Rep. James Jim Hansen (R:Utah) told the Denver Pogt: *If we
take ovar, we’yre going to do a Parks Closing Commission." As soon
as Mr. Hansen hecame Chairman of the House public lands
pubcommittea, he clarified his position to the Popt, and '
restimated that hig committee may have to close more than 100 of .
the Park Service’s 369 units.® Finally, in a letter to
constituaentsa, he wrote: "The question {g not whether to close
some parks but how to accomplish this goal.*

#is colleague, Rep. Joel Hefley (R-Colorado) anawarad that
quention by introducing B.R. 260, which sets up the Parks Closure
Commiapion because, in Mr. Hetlay’s:wurds. “Some of those silly
parkas don’t make gsense.*

It took us three geseraticns of hard work to arefully build
up national park units here in Arizona, Yet under the Park
Clogure 8411, 17 of them could be seliminated all at once.
Congidey the following *silly parks® onm a list for potentisl
closing undey the bill: Canyon de Chelly and Casa Grande, Pipe
Spring and Sunset Crater, Wupatki and Walnut Canyoxn, Tonte and
Tuzigot, Chiricahua and Coronado, Xontezuma Castle and Oregon
Fipe Cactus, to name but a few.

All five Arizona Republicans im Congresa actually voted for
this bill. The lone Democrat opposed it.

Cur Grand Canyon was not included, prssumably Dacause not
aven the radical Republicang in Congress believad they could put
that over on the American people. But now that Arizona’s own
governor has given them political cover, I have little doubt that
Grand Canyon will socn be added to the ligt.

The real motive bahind thease proposals, of course, ls to
sall off our public lands. And who might be the speculative
buyers? I can’t gpeak for other parts of the country, but hiatory
indicates that ia Arizona, the miaing corporatinna will be -
sitting up front when the auction begins.



Should anyone doubt this, recall that they were mining
within the Grand Canyon itself clear up until the 1%480s when the
Park Service fipally persuaded a reluctant Congress to phase it
cut. There are inactive claims in the Canyon right now, justc
walting for the correct political climate to spriag back to 1ife,

Qr go uorth uyp the Continental Divide, where a Canadian
mining conglemerata 1 pelsed to begin excavating a mountain that
borders right on Yellowstone Natlonal Park.

Meanwhilae, in the alaaad cemittee rooms on Capitol Hill,
lobbyists from the mining industry are busy working with House
Republiican leaders to shut down our newest National Park in the
California desert. And now Gov., Symington has joined up with the
- radical Republicans in the House, specifically asking Speaker
Giggrich to take up hisg proposal in Congrass.

So ir is pow urgeant that all Arizonans who care about our
natural haritage, who built this national park sgystem -- a :
tradition of both Republicans and Democrats like Barry Goldwater,
Carl Hayden, Joho Xc:i’:aia apd Mo Udall -- put & permanent stop to
this foclishness.

Thoge Bepublicans w%v want 0 breakx apart and sell off the
Naticpal Parks System might do well to remember that it was a
Republicar named Theodore Reogevelt wio first gat aside the Grand.
Canyon as & place of national importance.

And they sbhould engrave in thelr hearis what that great
congervationist gaid when he visitsd the South Rim for the firgt
time: "In the Grand Canyon Arizona bas a natural wondexr which, so
far ag I xnow, is in ita kind absolutely unparslleled throughout
the rest of ths world.... Xeep it for vour childrem, your
children’s children, and for all who gome aftar you, as the cne
great slght which every American, 1f he can travel at all, sheuld
sea. Keep the Grand Canyon as it is.*
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“Giving Somenhlng Back TQ A Generous Companion

; (150 words)
By Hruce Babhitt ;

When my wife Hattie and T landed in Washington three years
ago, w8 settlied on a home built nof three few blocks from the
Chesapeake and Chic {anal. The decision was not coincidence: I
wag immediately drawn to the higtoric, recreational and natural
wzrld sf thisg Natxonal Park, 80 ciose to a crowded, high pressure
city ‘

Hugging Maryland’s Potomac bhorder, it is the only canal in
the country that 18 a public place from start to finish -- an
sntire system from the great age of canal construction, a .
watgrcourse that helped move America over the Appalachians into
the Chic Valley and beyond to create & continental nation.

Some 3 to 4 million Amevicang still experience that journey
each year, walking, biking ¢. hiking the towpath that hugs the
Potomac River., On this same path, mules once towed ¢anal boats,
loaded with coal, cement, flour and barrels of whigkey, through
the Piedmont farm country, past the hallowed ground of Antietam,
along the Blue Ridge to join the Shenandocah at Harpers Ferry
whaere John Brown met his fate.

while the Interior Department manages this park, my
strongest conpections to the canal are not professional, but
deeply persconal. An ocutdoor companion, it has welcomed me at all
hours and every seagon: from a brisk, fall, morning jog with our
dog Maggie, to a long summer scroll ar sunset, to listening o
the water and wind move through rhe spring evenings. There have
even been days when, after winter gnowfalls, I cross country ski
intoe work. -

But this past winter was too brutal, and oue morning I awoke
£o f£ind that the (&0 Canal is a wreck,

All along the 185 miles from Washington to Cumberland in the
Appalachiang, the recent floodwaters have washed away sections of
vhe towpath, flooded lockhouses, and blown gut locks and leveesg,

In the upstream reaches, the graceful aqueducts of handcut
stone that carry the canal across Antietam Creek, Monocacy River
and other tributaries, are still threatened by high walter and
huge raftg of driftwood and ice.

The flood of 1996 comes at a very bad time in the hlstcry of
the Natiomal Park Serxvice.

One Congressional committee ig threatening to close down and
sell off units ¢f the gsystem {*C&0 Canal National Historical
Park*® is on the hit list of House closure bill HR 260). Still
other committees are holding the Park Service hostage,
threatening mayhem on all parks unless Pregident Clinton agrees
to more clear-cutting of old growth forests in the Pacific
Northwest and. in Alagka.

At this 'rate, it could be that the ruins of the historic (&0
will simply remain there asa a symbol of how Congress has
abandoned our National Park System.

There could be, however, a brighter outcome,

It is just poggible that the friends of the C&0 can rally
support for the rastoratzau of the capal, and in the process

H
H
*



awaken (rass rools supgorz for the National Park Service in lis
time of greatest need.

That means giving something back to the land, water,
structures and wildlife ghat have given 80 much to us. To restore
the canal in this time of fiscal austerity will require a wvital
partnership between the Congress, the corporate sector and
individual citizens, all pulllng their share of the weight of
restoration,

Congress last week authorized $2 million in emergency
regtoration funds -- a hopeful sian. But it must follow up by
releasing the full Park Service budger from its crude atiempts at
extortion. It then can energize a naw ragtorartion partnarsth
with two additional stepa:

First, authorize the use of visitor fees to stay within the
park for rapair rather than going to the Treasury. Allowing the
Park Service to keep a $1.00 increase in the existing $4.00 per .
car fee for admission to Great Palls would generate one million
dollars each year for maintenance and restoration.

Second, it i an enduring scandal that Congress has forced
the National Park Service to hand out park concessions for as
licrtle ag 2 or 3 percent of gross revenue. Meaningful concession
reform would enable the Park Service to raise real revenue for
park restoration.

The private sector must also help. In coming weeks, the
National Parks PFoundation, a private support group chartered by
Congress, will mount a ‘corporate support campaign designed to
match congressional restoration appropriations dollar for dollar.

A3 individuals, we can contribute smoney and volunteer work.
The NPF accepts individual, tax-deductible donations for a €80
restoration affort {atr 1101 17th St. NW, SBuite 1102, Washington,
D¢ 20036; the phoune # is (202} 785-4500). _

The Nabtional Parks and Conservation Association, the Potomac’
Conservancy, the National Trust for Historie Preservation and the
&0 Canal Association are all working with the Park Service to
coordinate volunteer efforts which should be underway by early
March. I plan to be the first volunteer when the call goes out.

e ¥



Will WelErode or Restore Our National Parks?

) (890 waords)
By Bruce Babbict

The C&0 Canal is a wreck. .

All along the 185 'miles from Washington to Cumberland in th&
Appalachiang, the recent floodwaters have washed away sections of
Lhe towpath, fiocded lockhouses, and blown oub locks and levees.

_In the upstream reaches, cha graceful agueducts of handcout
gtone that carry the canal across Antietam Creek, Monocacy River
and other tributaries, are still threatened by high water and
huge raftg of driftwood and ice.

The flocd of 1996 comes at a very bad time in the history of
the National Park Service.

One Congressional committee is threatening to close down and
sell off unitg of the system ("C&0 Canal National Historical
Park® is on the hit list of House closure bill HR 260}. Still
other committees are holding the Park Service hostage, '
threatening mayhem on all parks unless President Clinton agrees
to more cigar-cutting of old growth Lorests in the Pacific
Norchwest and in Alaska. '

At this rate, it could be that the ruins of the historic C&0
will simply remain there as a symbol of how Congress has
abandened our National ,Park System. :

There could be, however, a brighter outcome.

It is just possible that the friends of the C20 can rally
support for the restoration of the canal, and in the process
awaken grags rootsy support for the National Park Service in its
time of greatest need.

. |

Bvery citizen who has ever spent a spring morning on the
towpabth above Georgetown, or lingered on a summer day at Greaat
Falla, or wvisited the boat basin at Williamsport, is a voice for
the canal. It is the only canal in the country that is a public
place from start to finish -- an entire system from the great age
of canal construction, a watercourse that helped move America
over the Appalachians into the Ohio Valley and beyond to create a
continental nation.

And some 3 Lo 4 million Americans still experience that
journey each vear, walking, biking or hiking the towpath that
hugs the Potomac River. On this same path, mules once towed canal
.boats, loaded with coal, cement, flour and barrels of whiskey,
through the Pledmont farm country, past the hallowed ground of
Antietam, along the Blue Ridge to 4oin the Shenandoah at Harpers
Ferry where John Brown met his fate. .

To restore the canal in thig time of fiscal austerity will
require. a vital partnership between the Congress, the corporate
gector and individual citizens, all pulling their share of the
waight of restoration.

Congress last week authorized $2 million in emergency
regvoration fynds -- a hopeful sign. But it muat follow up by’
releasing the full Park Service budget from its crude attempts at
extortion. It then can energize a new restoration partunership



with two additional steps: Authorize the use of visitoy fesg for
repair, and pass meaningful cohcession reform.

Under &x;stxng law, the admission fees paid by park visitors
do not stay in the National Park System; they flow straight to
the Treasury. But Congress can and should change that law, so
park vigitors can help regtore our parks, by allowing the Park
Service to keep all or a portion of the fee increasas in the park
to finance regtoration. In the case of the &80, a §1.00 increase
in the existing $4.00 per car fee for admission to Great Falls
would generate one million dollars each year for maintenance and
restoracion,

Second, it is an enduring scandal that Congress has forced
the Nat;an&l Park Service to hand out park concesgsiong for ag
lirele as 2 or 31 percent of gross revenue. Meaningful concession
reform would enable the Park Service to raise real revenue for
park restoration. There are dozens of historic buildings, lock
hougses, and ¢ld mill buildings that could be leased out for bed
and breakfast houses and other serxrvices to the benefit of
vigitorg and higtoric preservation alike.

The private sector must also help. Qut West,. Yosemite
Natiocnal Park receives nearly 351 million dollars per vear from
corporate and business supporters. There should be a similar
ievel of support from the many businesses in Washington and on
both sides of the Potomac in Maryland, Virginia and West
Virginia.

In coming weseks, the National Parks Foundation, a private
support group chartered by Congress, will sount a corporate
gupport campaion designed to match congressional restoration
appropriations dollar for dellar.

We can also help as individuals with both contributions and
volunteer work in the restoration effort. The National Park
Foundation accepts individual, tax-deductible donations for a C&0
reatoration effort (NPF is at 1101 17th St., NW, Suite 1102,
Washington, DC 20034; the phone # is {202} 785-4500).

Once the damage assessment is complete and emergency
stabilization is set, the long process of regtoration will begin,
and there will be glanty of opportunity for volunteers to make a
real contribution in cleaning up and helping to repair stretches
of the canal. The National Parks and Congervation Asgociation,
the Potomac Congervancy, the National Trust for Higtoric
Preservation and the C&0 Canal Association are all working with
the Park Service to coordinate volunteer efforts which should be
underway by early March.

I plan to be the first volunteer when the call goes out.

The C&0 Canal is too valuable to lose to the ravages of time
and weather. It is part of who we are ags Americans, and it can be
restored. Perhaps it may even be the landmark catalyst for what I
call Restorabtion Partnerships, marking a new era of support for
" rhe National Park System all over America.




Bruce Babbitt address to the American Institute of Architects
Delivered in Atlanta at 11 a.m. on Priday May S, 199%

For most of our higtory, we have taken for granted the
interdependence of architecture and the American landscaps.

The ceontours of the land gquided the patterns of sstilement
and design. Where there wag a natural harbor, we gtarted with a
wharf., Where there was a dense, virgin forest, wa built log
cabine. In the treeless desert, we built adche homes close Co the
ground. And where our only roads were xiverg, we built on their
banks . '

But with increased industrialization, we saw curselves as
fres from the confines of piace.

The rise of a powerful, urban, mopile, industrial econcmy
brought many good things. Scientific breakthroughs brought air
conditioning to the humid South, electric heating to the Alaska
wildernegs, irrigation to the arid desert, asphall Lo muddy
roada, and reenforced concreie Lo sarthguake zones,

Another measure of ocur freedom from place: from 1509 to
1939, people anywhere in the US ¢ould stuff a check in an
gnvelope and order a prefabricated house delivered from a Sears
Roebuck catalogue. . .

The birth of generic sprawl

But the dark side of this new technology is that by freeing
us from the confines of place, it severed our connection with the
natural worlid, - e

In modexrn cities today, phalanxes of skyscrapers block out
rhe warmeth and light of the sun. Agphalt gpreads over the land,
and inside the bulldings, the only reminders of nature are
atylized landacape paintings on the windowless walls.

Even outside, all we have are scraggly trees planted on top
of cement sidewalks, a few shrubs in planters, and flockg of
foraging plgeons, ' '

and in our daily lives, technology has tornm our towns and
communities apart. Schools and markets, once within walking
digtance have been stretched to driving distance. Banks and
regtaurants wera reduced to drive-thru windows. We cul curselves
off from the landgcape .with three thick inches of tar and

asphalt. ;

Por the last half-century we have lived by the doctring of
iunlimited low-density growth." We’ve written it invto the canon
of our zoning laws and other public policies. And as a result
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wa've withessed a nacional hegira co guburbia, sprawling away
from Main Streer in search of new lives, wide streets and hig
lawns. »
The result ig a sea of gubdivisions, strip malls that run
main screet out of business, parking lots vthat lap at the walls
of ouy schools and workplaces, and generic buildings that further
gegrade our sense of place and attachment to the land.

The grassroots heritage movement

Well, that’s all rapidly changing. All over the countcry,
people are standing up for their herivage, and for the identity
that sets them apart Lrom the rest of the world.

\ From Charleston to $an Francisco, New Orlszans to Chicago
1ocal nelighberhocods have orviented chemselves through laws that
protect their logal heritage. Philadelphia preserves its
architectural mesais that stiretches from ¢olonial-era brick
buildings like Independence Hall, to Modernism’'s PSFS building.
New Orleans’ wrought iron balconies of the Vieux Carre still
firmly anchor the charaster and identity of chat bayou city.

Cutside of the c¢itieg, this movement is manifest on the
cultural landscape. With help from the National Park Sarvice,
rural areas have remained rooted, and impart their identity to
the people whe live and work there.

Congidsr the Blackstone River Valley, where American
craftsmen first duilt the machines that harnessed water to spin
cotton at the outbreak «f the Industrial Revolution. Along the
fifty or so miles that the Blackstone meanders through
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, mill towns, canalsg, old
factoriey, markets, farme and the entire landscape testify to the
way people lived and worked, from Native Americans Lo farmers to
craftsmen and immigrant factory workers. These are not museums;
life goes on in the Blackstone Valley and people whose traditions
helped to shape the landscape continue to-leave their mark on it,
Atlanta’s Auburn Avenue

Right here in Atlanta, as you walk down Auburn Avenue
cthrough Martin Luthevr King, Jr.'s cold neighborhocd, you find a -
place that has been a symbol of success and achisvement for the
city’'s African-American community, a place where, juat after the
Civil War, African American entrepreneurs and factory workers
bought homes, starced businesses, and built their places of
worship. Aand now Sweet Auburn resonates for all Americans,
evoking a spirit thab tranacends the physical aite.

No doubt each of you here could add an example of your own.
You have worked with people who have discovered the truth that,
ro know where you're going, you have to know where you've been.
They know 2xactly what makes each neighborhood unique, what gives
a place its identity, and by celebrating, cherishing, and
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regstoring ‘what makes their neighborhoods or landscapes unique,
they strengthen their cwn identiries.

A momentous shift

In the past few decades, we have redigcovered the
interdependence betwsen architecture and the American landscape.
We have recognized the link that tells us not only where we are,
but who we are. And we have begun te infuse that recognition
inte the design of new buildings and new communities.

. }

Where onoe we ran away [rom Context, abandoning cthe pasg, we
now tura around, walk back down main street, and embrace it wirh
our exparisence. ;

Where once we would have taken a wrecking ball to a historic
building, now we pause, and agk: Can we make it relevant? {an we
renovate it? Can we restore it with new, stronger materials? And
can we make it resondgte, not as just a monument, but as a
funetioning part of the community?

Where once we pavaed over an open field, diverted a strsam,
drained a marsh, and cut down an ancient forest, now we have
hegun to ask: Can we work to preserve the living, aatural
elements that are urniique te each particular place and give it its
character and identity?

I believe that we not only can, but we must.

Architects and planners have been rediscovering an importanc
reality: that the human spirit is greatly diminished when it is
isolated from the sights and sounds of the natural world.

In nis book Biopnilis Bdward Wilson suggests that this .
affinity betwaen people and their natural landscape is rocted in
our evolutionary origing in the savanna landscapes of Africa.

. Qrher writers like Emerseon and Thoreau interpret naturs as a
raflection of the divine presence to which wa aspire.

. Whatever the ulrimate scurce of our yearning toward naturs,
I share it, and believe with Rene DeBos, that when we alter oux
natural landscapes, we need not destroy them, but should rather
try to integqrate them with our design. In fact, the fusion of the
built environment and the natural landscape c¢an enrich both the
human spirit and the diversity of nature.

We must find ways to work this concept into every building
and community we design, We must create tools that not only make -
this connecrion possible, but encourage it.

I would argue that we have these tools in such laws as the
Clean Water Act and Endangered Species Act. .,
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dorn-these laws, 2nacted in the 1970’8, recognize and give

form to the zational interest in protecting the biclogical
diversicy and productivity of our lands. And each of these laws
pragents opportunicies for invegrating nacvural values into
develcpment projects. They point the way towards the sacred
places on the American landscape, and give us the means to
integrate that lazndscape into sur lives.

.0n South Padre Island

The Clean Water Act halted the pervagive dredging, filling
and degrruction of our wetland along sea coasts, in estuarles
and marshes and in lakes and streams and adjacent watersheds. In
tne upper middle west the protection ¢f prairie potholes has
helped to restore the flights of migratvory waterfowl o their
highegst lewvels in a quartser ceniury, The wetlands legislation has
helped to restove fisheries from New York harbor to Chesapeake
Bay to the Gulf Coast to the shores of the Pacific. ’

The wetlanda law does not prevent development:; to the _
contrary, it invites ug Lo devise new ways to interconnect human
habitat and the natural worlid. Last summer I saw an impressive
example of now nature wetlands values can dbe lntegratesd ints
develop. The place ig Scuth Padre Island off the coast of Texas.
On the mainland side of the Bay you can the effects of old scyls,
humanity at way with nature, development. Tidal wetlands were
filled with ruble cleaxr to the top of seawalls bullt in deep .
water. With the tidal flats destroved, the flocks of shorebirds,
terns, sandpipers and wilets have disappeared. The white egrets
and the blue herons which figh in the shallow tidal waters have
also moved out, leaving an impoverished place where congrere and
seawater meet in silence,

Jusat Across the Bay on the island side, a vigioor ¢an sse
what architects and developers have created since the passage of
wetlands law. architects and developers have developed in a new
style, worked out since passage of the wetlands act. There ars no
sea walls. The waves atill wash across vidal flats filled with
shorebirde and egrets and herons. Flocks of red headed ducks and
pintails and shovelors feed on the ghallow sea grasses. And  just
pevond the tidal reaches are the are residences, hotels,
-condominiums restaurants, and a convention center, all carefully
laid out to incorporate the tidal zones as part of the overall
degign., In fact the interconnection is go skillfully wrought that
rhe cerraces of the convention center are the best place to watch
wading birds and shorebirds interacting in the timeleas
procession of the seasons, the tides, the wind and the sea.

Butterlfies bn San Bruno Mountaln

_ The Endangered Species Act, like the wetlands leg@slatiog;
providas the flexibility for creative solutions to habicat
protection and development. The specific provision is the*
Habitatr Plan, which encourages developers to resolve conflicts



with aendangered species by designing in harmony with the natural
landscape. v c¢an provide sufficient open space and natural
lands and U0 ensure biological vitality on the landscape. Seen
in this perspective, habitat conssrvation is just ancther form of
open gpace planning,. thoroughly in tune with the modern movement
£o puf nature back into our neighborhoods and ocur daily lives.
Habirat conservation plans ave a way ¢of selecting and blending
the desirable and biglogically important attributes of the
landgcape into the election and maintenance of cpen space.

Iv all srarted with three endangered bhutterflies found only
in the San Bruno Mountaing, Jjust south of San Francisco. For
local residents, uhese bucterflisg were part ¢f the characusr of
their home. 8¢, in a piconeering effors, biclogists and developers
worked our a pian allowing for mors dense development ar the foou
of the mountain in exchange for permanent protection of the
higher slopes ¢f rhe mountain for butterfly habitat.

This plan, hawava% novel from a biological perspective would
sound very familiar to a land planner, for it is really just
ancther form of planned unit development, exchanging higher
density on one part of the landscape for open space on another.
And indeed that simple, time honored concept is what lies at the
heart of habitat planning, introducing blological as ancther
ingredient in the selection and layout of Open space.

Sonoran landgcapes

In recent years I have seen these concepts refiected in
developments in and around my hometown of Phoenix. 1In the
€oothills, azchitects have abandoned the old practice of
srripping the land down to mineral soil and are now designing
regidences that fit into an undisgturbed landscape of saguaro,
nootilleo, crecscote, opuntia and the other xeric plants of the
Scneran dessrt. .

In some of thesé developments buyers must sign a covenant
to landscape only with plants on an approved list of deser:t
vegetation. Even golf courses are designed to minimize manicured
fairways sc that golfers can encounter the aroma of creosote
after a rain shower or the silhouette of saguarcs or the skyline
af sunset. ' *

Texag cave country

The most recent, large scale Endangered Species Design
doesn’t invelve a plan at all, because there ig no "take" of any
. species. - '

In central Texas, the Del Webb Corporation recently
announced plang to build a revirement community in the oak
gavanna hill country, south and west of Austin. This region,
constituting some of the most beautriful country in the gouthwest,
i8 also the home of two endangered beetles, that live only in the

+



gubterranean limestone caves of that region. Now, you wouldn’t
think that mest people could ger oo excited over cave -
inverctebrates, bug like the enéangara& gpecies of other parcs of
the country, these gave unique significance to this particular
landscape.

Mot only did the developers protect the species, they
designed their bulldings arcund the habitat, even putting in a
nature trail that gave residents more access to this special
resource. Contrary o pcpular myth, developers asgert thar the
pregence of thege sgpecles and their cave habitat actually
ingreasesg the value of the property.

Yet, even ag these innovationg are producing results, the
laws are now undey challenge. Tha House ¢f Representatives is
likely to eviscerate the Clean Water Act next week. And on
Monday, a bill will be introduced in the U.8. Senare that can be
summed up in seven words: The Endangered Species Act ig hereby
repealed. And proposed takings laws would weaken countless other
laws that protect the American i&ndgcapa and each American's
unigque sense of place.

Reconnecting with the landscape

My view of architecture is constantly shaped and reshaped.
And it happened again only a short while ago.

I vigited the birth home -of Rachel Carson, the great
wildlife biologist and writer. * I walked silently through this
gsimple, old farmhouse -- thig simple, elegant building. I felt
cthe floor boards creak beneath my feet and I looked closely at
the workmanship of the moldings and window gashes.

As I walked the grounds, 1 began.to sense how natural the
getting was -- how natural this home was. This buillding.

Thig woman, from a very young age, had an intense personal
relationship with the landscape -- with the Jand. That
relationship drew her to the natural sciences and to writing.
S$he wrote with the joy that comes with the love of nature. And
then she wrote with the fury that comes in sesing it destroyed.
Angd her writing c¢hanged the courge of history.

That intense personal relationship with the landscape is
what we, as a people, now require. For Rachel Carson, that
relationship began on the front porch of a small building. A
gmall home, perfectly settled into the Pennsylvania countryside.

¥You have the power to help reconnect the American people
with their landscape. I urge you Lo he aware of it -- and T uge
it wisely. That is no small challenge.
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