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The Documentary Supplement to the Narrative History of the Department of the Interior
during the Clinton Administration (1993-2001}) is contained in Boxes #2 and #3 of the
_ three (3) boxes submitted.

Box #1 contains two (2) copies of the Narrative History itself, and two copies (2) of a
complete list of documents contained in the Documentary Suppiement. The location of
each document in the Documentary Supplement is indicated in the master list.

This is a list of all documents contained in Box #3.
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BOX# 3

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY {CONTINUED)

Speeches, Opinion Picces, Interviews & Select Clippings & News Releases
{continued)

Reclamation

441, “The 52-Year Qld Matilija Dom 13 Cracking with Age,” Los Angefes Times,
October 13, 2000

442. “Babbitt Takes Symbolic First Step m Removal of Sili-Choked Matilija Danm,” Los
Angeles Times, October 13, 2000

443, “QOjal Valley News,” October 13, 2060
444,  “Babbiti Tears into Matilija Dam,” The Star, October 13, 2000
445,  “Babbitt Removes Part of California Dam,” The Associated Press, October 12, 2000

446.  “Demolition Derby, Babbiit Visits Raises Hope of Matilija Dam Removal,” Ventura
County Reporter, Qctober 11, 2000

447, “Babbitt in California for Dam Removal,” The Associaied Press, Qctober 6, 2000

448, “ULS, Makes Scientific Case (0 Keep Snake Dam Intact in a Science Article; Federal

Biologists Backs the Government’s Position that Breaching Isn’t the Way to Save
Salmon,” The Oregontan, November 3, 2000

449,  “Destruction Is Just the Beginning,” An Interview with Secretary of the Interior Bruce
Rabbitt, Orion Afield, Spring 2000

450.  “Pact Averts New Hostilities in California Water Wars,” Los Aageles Times,
June 12, 2000

451,  “State, L8, Moved to End Water Wars,” The San Jose Mercury Newsy, June §, 2000

452, “Restoring Qur Natural Heritage” Naswral Resources & Environment, American Bar
Association, Winter 2000

483, “Water Policies Enter Greener Ers,” Sun Jose Mercury News, June 9, 2000

454, “California, U.8. Plan Sweeping Water Project,” Los Angeles Times, June 8, 2000
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464,

R

462,

463.

404,
463,
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467,
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469,

470.

471,

472,
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“Colorado Water Project Nears Go-Ahead, Long-Delayed Proposal Would Fulfill
Promise to Utes, But Environmental Groups Object,” US4 Today, June 3, 2000

“Interior Secretary Babbitt Hopes to Resolve Klamath Basin Water Wars,” Asyociated
Press, April 18, 2000

*U.8. Drops Plans for Auburn Dam.” Los Angeles Times, March 22, 2060

“Water: Time io Deal-CalFed Compromise Depends on Davis and Babbitt,” Voices Bee
Editorials,” March 12, 2000

“Babbilt Yows Help to Protect Delta,” Mobile Register, March 7, 2000

“Rabbiit Pufly, a Rit, Sces Two Dams Gone,” Seattic Post-Intelfigencer,
February 11, 2000

“Showdown at Snake River,” National Journai, January &, 2000

“Rabbitt Calls 1999 Yeur of Accomplishment on Colorade River, Quilines Effors
Necessary for Continued Progress Toward More Efficient Use,” DO,

December 17, 1999

“Depariment of Interior Published Final Water Banking Rule,” DO,
QOctober 28, 1999

“California Water Plan Negotiations Complete,” DOI, Ocicber 18, 1999
“Californmia’s Colorado River Water Talks Successful,” DOI, August 4, 1999
“California Water Agencies Move Closer to Resolution,” DOL, June 15, 1999
“Beyond the ‘Valie)’f of the Dammed,” Utne Reader, May/Tung 1999

“Rahbiit Predicts Truce in Water Feud,” Los Angeles Times, June 3, 1999

“Babbitt Takes a Greener Turn, Wants Balance Beiween Reclamation, Wildlife,” The
Arizona Ropublic, June 9, 1999

“Babbitt Delivers Water Warnmg: California Agencies Have 30 Days to Put End to
Squabhling,” Sar Francisco Chronicle, March 18, 1599

“Babbitt Deals Sctback 1o Water Distric,” Los Angeles Times, Japuary 22, 1999

“Demaolish Outdated Dams That Endanger Fish,” Sen Francisco Chronicle
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473, “Oregon Dam is Knocked Down - Washington Could See Action Next,” Gregoman
July 16, 1898
474, "Babbitt Supports Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Efforts to Broaden Debate
Over Reliconsing 250 Hydrodams during Decade Ahead,” DOI, July &, 1998
475, “Interior Secretary Signs Landmark Conservation Agreement to Remove Edwards Dam,
At Edwards, Babbitt Puts Dam Owners on Notice,” DO, May 26, 1998
476, “Cuuhroat Trout Lead Restoration of Ecosystem,” Rene Gazette Jownal, May 8, 1998
477, “Water Warg Ebb Away in the West, Washington Interior Secrctary has Helped to Tum
the Tide,” Financial Times, January 8, 1998
478, “Waoest's Water Rules Eased, Colorado River Transfers Win Federa] Clearance, but
California gets 4 Warning, Babbitt Issues Stem Water Usage Warning to California,”
Santa Barbura News FPress, December 17, 1997
479, “Intentor Depariment Purchases CAF Water to Protect San Carlos Reservorr; San Carlos
Tribe, Fhelps-Dodge Also Contribute Funds, CAP Water Delivery to Gila River Indian
Community and San Carlos Irrigation and Drainage District Expected to Begin Thursday
Afternoon,” DO, August 21, 1967
480.  “Babbitt Backs Decision to Remove Maine Hydrodam, Landmark Plan Restores Salmon,
Shad, Shortnose Sturgeon to 17 miles of Kennebec River,” DO, July 34, 1997
481. “Wherever Land Divides US, Water Unites US,” Remarks of Secretary of the Interior
Bruce Babhitt, National Association of Countics, Baltimore, MD, July 14, 1997
482.  Babbitt Endorses Plan to Overhaul 11 Hydro Dams, Three Dams to be Removed Under
Progressive, First of Kind, ‘Waltershed Agreement” for Fish,”™ DO,
June 17, 1997
483, “Data from Grand Canyon Flood Posttive, Morc than 50 Large Beaches Created,” DGI,
May 22, 1996
484, “Initial Swientific Data: Glen Canyon Beaches/Habitat-Building Test Flow,” 1S, Burcau
of Reclamation
Science
485,  “L).5. Coral Reef Task Force Unveils Groundbreaking Plan, Will Tackle Major Risks to
Economy, Consumers, Environment; Plan Calls for Protecting 20 Percent of Al ULS.
Coral Reefs by 2010, DOINQAA
486. *“Restoration Takes an Integrated View,” Conservation Voices, October/November 1999
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“Coral Economy, Task Force Says Reef can Revive Islands,” November 3, 1999

“Charting A New Course for Coral Reef Conservation: Working Groups of the U.S.
Coral Reef Task Force Respead to President Clinton’s Order to Conserve the Nation’s
Coral Reef Ecosystems,  November 3, 1999

“Interior Department, NOAA 1o Host Coral Reef Meetmg in St. Croix,” DOI,
October 22, 1999

“Babbitr Calls Attention to Plight of Frogs and Amphibians, Amphibian Declines,
Deformities and Disappesrances Focus of Inter-Agency Taskforce Interior Budget
Increases for Amphibian Response Activities,” February 18, 1999

“U1.8. Set Move on Invasive Sea Organisms,” The Boston Globe, January 27, 1999

“Launching a Counteratiack Against the Pathogens of Global Commerce,” Prepared
Remarks of Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbift, First National Conference on Marine
Bioinvasions, Massachusetts Instituie of Technology, Sea Grant Coliege,

laniary 26, 1999

“Global Warning: A Call to Action on Climate Change,” Remarks of Secretary of the
Interior Bruce Babbitt in Portland, Monterey, Boulder, Ann Arbor, Now York, Palm
Beach and Washington, DC

“Interior Secretary to Call Attention to Impact of Climate Shifts on Wildlife and Marine
Species,” DOL, October 6, 1998

“Babhitt to Address American Ecological Society and the Nature Conservancy on
Climate Change,” DOI, August 11, 1997

“Interior Depattment Seientific Information Projects are Highlighted in the Vice
President’s Access America Report, February 110 1997

“Babbitt Launches Counterattack Against Marine Biotnvasive Species, Intertor Secretary
Compares Biotic Slurry Pumped from Ship Ballast with Qil Spills,” January 24, 1999

Statement by Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt on Invasive Alien Specics at Science
in Witdiand Weed Management Symposium, Denver, CO, April 8, 1998 '

“Bruce Babbitt: The Power & Imagination of Ecological Restoration, Texas Conference,
December 1998



Wildfire

500. “Babbitt Promises Locals Will Help Set Fire Palicy, Secretary of Interior tours site of
Alder Fire,” Jackson Heole Guide, October 4, 2000

501, “Turning to Burning to Protect Forests,” Babbitt Pledges to Call on Counties in Quest ta
Fireproof the West, lduho Post Register, September 29, 2000

502, *U.S. to Resume ‘Prescribed Fires,” Exemptions Granted to Ban on Conirolicd Burns in
West,” The Washington Post, Qetober 27, 2000

503, U8, Weighs Plan to Limit Spread of Forest Fires, The New York Times,
August 22, 2000

504,  “Babbitt Vows o Aid Firefighters,” Associated Press, Augusi 18, 2000

305, “Forests Trimmed to Cut Risk of Fires,” US4 Today, June 7, 2000

306, “*Disaster in Los Alamos Hlustrates the Concepts of a Moral Hazard,” 8. Puul Pionecer
Prass, May 28, 2000

507,  “Federal Land Managers Defend Prescribed Burns at Wild Fire Sﬁmmrt Associated
Prass, May 31, 2000

508. “Babbit Leaves Prescribed Bumn Ban in Place for National Parks,” Associared Fress,
May 27, 2000

509.  “Population Shift in the West Raises Wildlife Concemns,” The New York Times,
May 30, 2000

518, U8 Will Aid Vietims of Flrc Babbitt Says,” The Washingion Post,
May 15, 20{){}

s1y, “C{}mmifed Burning, Out of Control,” The New York Times, May 13, 2000

312, “Coumtry in Crisis: BLM Initiative Would Restore Greal Basin,” Associated Press.

© May 4, 2000

513, Fire Burns OQut of Control in Now Mexico,” The New York Times, May 9, 2000

514, “Interior Boss Warms Up o Kaho Fms v The Salt Lake Tribune,
August 19, 1908

S15.  “Babbitt, Firefightors Mark Overhaunl of Wildland Fire,” DOI, March 3, 1998
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516.  “TLC Docomentary Highlights Training of U.S. Smoke Jumpers,” DO,
March 5, 1998

517. “Babbitt to Use Flamethrower, High Tech, 1o 'Fight Fire with Fire,” DO,
February 18, 1598

518, “Babbitt to Foresters: Unite Stakeholders to Invest in Fire,” DOI, May 9, 1996

519. “Cabinet Secretaries Endorse Integrated Wildland Fire Policy,” DOI, February 14, 1996

Indians

520.  “U.S. Backs Tribe, Rejects Gold Mine Propesal,” Los Angeles Times,
November 17, 2000

521.  “Interior Secretary Tells Indiany that Bducation is No., | Pnorlty, Star Tribune,
November 14, 2000

522, “Warm Spring Tribes, PG&E, and Interior Sign Agreement for the Pelton Round Butte
Hydro Project,” Apni 12, 2000

523, “Joint Statement by the Depariment of Interior, Treasury and Justice on Decigion in -
Cobeall v. Babbitt,” Ducember 21, 1599 S

524. “Chippewa Cree Tribe of the Rocky Boy's Reservation indian Reserved Water Righis
Water Settlement and Water Supply Enbancement Act of 1999, February 28, 2000

525.  “President Clinton Signs into Law Administation’s First Indian Water Rights
Settlement,” December 10, 1999

526,  “Leter to the Bditor - The Washington Post,” Kevin Gover, AS/Indian Affairs

527.  “New Final Regulations on Indian Gaming to be Published,” April 7, 1999

528.  Fact Sheet on Indian Gaming and New Interior Regulations (25 C.F.R. Part 291)

529. “Bai;bzi% Tours Aging Zia School,” Albuguerque Journal, Seplember 9, 1998

530.  “Babbitt Promises to Push for Money for Zia School,” The dssociated Press,
Sepiember 10, 1998

531.  “BIA School Budget Cuts False Economy,” Editorials, September 10, 1998

532.  “Bureau of Indian Affairs Approves Gaming Compact and Preserves the Right of Other

Tribes to Negotiate Thetr Own Compacets,” DOI, April 25, 1998



533, “Letter to Honorable Tribal Chairman,” signed by Kevin Gover, AS/Indian Affairs,
April 25, 1998

534, “Interior Department Sends Recommendations te Congress to Resolve Tribal Trust
Fund’s Claims,” DOL, November 14, 1997

535.  “Fact Sheet on Indian Tribal Trust Funds, How is the Administration Addressing the
Department’s Management of Tribal Trust Funds?” November 14, 1997

536.  *“Secretury Babbitt to Sign Landmark Tribal Water Rights Agreement with Oregon and
Warm Springs Tribes,” DOI, November 14, 1997

537. “Cherokee Leaders Sign Landmark Joint Agreement to Resolve Months of Crisis for
COklghoma Nation,” DOI, August 25, 1997

538 “Landmark Setilement Reached by San Carlos Apaches Over Use of Tribal Water for
Phelps Dodge Mine,” DOI, May 21, 1997

5§39,  “Land Exchange Protects Environmentally Sensitive Lands in Florida and Establishes
Indian Trost Funds,” DOI, December 18, 1996

540. “indian Self-Determination Regulations Effective August 23,7 DO, August 20, 1996

541. “Interior Department and Microsofl Join in New Partnership to Bring Computer
Techinology 1o Remote Indian Schools,” DG, June 21, 1996

542.  “Interior Secretary to Seek Commenis on ﬁlzzzhority to Authorize Class 1 Gaming
Between Stales and Tribes,” DOI, April (8, 1996

543. “Secrctary Babbitt Strengthens Indian Resources Protection,” DO, ::ﬂpr‘if 16, 1996

544, “Tribal Rights to Sue Stricken,” DOL, March 28, 1996

Mining/Ofl

34

545. “Babbiti Promises Battle to Close Pumice Mine,” The Arizona Republic, April 26, 2000

546.

“White House Details Strip Mining Stance,” The Washington Post, April 18, 2000

“Sticing Off Mountaintops,” 7he New York Times, April 14, 2000

“Babbitt Orders New BEnvironmental Study of Impact of O Drilling off California; Lease

Suspensions o Continue,” Novenber 12, 1999 accompanied by:
I *Letter to the California Coastal Commission,” and
11 “California Offshore Leases” fact sheet
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“Statement of Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt Regarding the National Research
Council’s Report on Hardrock Mining on Federal Lands,” September 29, 1995

“Secretary Babbitt Announces Plan to Reopen the Comment Period for Federal Oil
Valuation Rule,” March 4, 1999

“Interior Department Announces Plan to Use Royalty-In-Kind Qi to Refill Strategic
Petroleum Reserve,” February 11, 1599

“Mining Laws Cheat Taxpayers,” LS4 Today, February 19, 1999
“Mouniaintop Removal Shakes Coal Statement,” The Washington Post, August 31, 1998

“Satement: Delay in New Oil Valuation Rule Costly to American Taxpayers,”
July 9, 1998

“The 1872 Mining Law: Legal Rip-Off of Public Resources,” by Secretary of the Intenor
Bruce Babbit, May 11, 1598

“Old Adversaries Renew Mining Debate,” Casper Star Tribune, April 29, 1998
*Nevada Officials Batthng Babbitt Over Mining Laws,” Les Fegas Sun. April 29, 1998
*Babbitt Criticizes 125-Year-Old Mining Law,” The Associated Press, Aé‘}f‘ii 29, 1998

“Statement by Sceretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt: Congressional Action Alds Gil
Companics at Taxpayer Expense,” April 29, 1998

“Babbitt Challenges Congress to Pass Mining Law Reform,” April 28, 1998

“Don’t Target the 1872 Mining Law As Vehicle to Proteet Environment,” Fhe Salt Lake
Tribune, Apri} 12, 1998

“Statenent of vtarior Scerctary Bruce Babbitt Regarding Actions Taken by the Justice
Departrent Against Four Major Oil Companies for Knowingly Undervaluing Qil
Extracted from Public and Indian Land,” DO, Febrouary 19, 1598

“Secrctary Babbiit and Foreign Sceretary Gurria Announce Maritime Boundary Ta lks for
the Guif of Mexico,” DOI, December 11, 1997

“Statement of Scerelary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt on DuPont Press Conference on
Okefenokee Mining Proposal,” DOL, Aprit 11, 1597

“Secretary Babbitt Pleased with Court Decision on Mining Law;, Circuit Court Decision
Supports Tightening Administration of the Antiguated 1872 Mining Law,” DOL,
January 28, 1997
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570.
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574.
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576.
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“Babbitt Signs Five More Patents Under Antiquated Mining Law; The 1872 Mining Law
Privatized Valuable Federal Mineral Deposits for a Couple of Bucks per Acre,” DOI,
December 4, 1996

“Secretary Babbitt Joins PacifiCorps, Washington State, and Other Partners in
Announcing Final Target Solution to Cut Pollution From Centralia Power Plant,” DOI,

December 3, 1996

“Babbilt Says It’s Time to Fix the 1872 Mining Law; The Antiquated Law Passed by
President Grant is a Poor Return of the Nation’s Natural Resources,” DOI,

September 11, 1996

“Interior Department and Western Governors Join Forces to Clean Up Abandoned Mine
Sites,” DOI, July 2, 1996 :

“Babbitt Blasts Bills to Block Enforcement of Strip Mine Reclamation Standards,” DOI,
May 1, 1996

“A Billion Here, A Billion There * Outdated Mining Law Forces Interior Secretary to
Give Away Billion Dollar Property to Mining Company,” DOI, April 30, 1996

“Secretary Babbitt Directs BLM to Improve Qil and Gas Utilization Process,” DO,
April 16, 1996

“Royalty Relief for Heavy Crude Expected to Increase Domestic Production,” DOI,
February, 8, 1996

“Department of Intertor and Energy to Announce Changes in Policy and Regulations for
Heavy Crude QOil in Califomia,” DOI, February 7, 1996

“The Interior Department Acknowledges the Distinguished Services of the U.S. Bureau
of Mines,” DOI, December 13, 1995

“Statement of Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt on the Closure of the U.S. Bureau -
of Mines,” DOI, October 25, 1995
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Coral Reef Initiative

1.

" Department of the Interior memorandum dated December 22, 1997, recommending

among other things that a coral reef protection effort be announced and launched by the
Clinton Adminisiration at 2 national oceans conference then under discussion.

Interior Department coral reef initiative incorporated into the May 7, 1998, *Working
Draft” of the National Ceean Conference potontial deliverables (mclmﬁmg suggested edits
in hand by the Interior Depariment).

Undated drafl of 2 potential coral reef executive order prepared by NOAA staff.

Memorandum from Scoretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt dated May 21, 1998,
recommending processing of a draft executive order on coral reef protection prepared by
the Department of the Interior. The drafl order dated May 20, 1998 is attached to the
memorandum and includes provisions establishing the Coral Reef Task Force ond
mandating requirements for Federal agencies in protecting coral reefs.

Department of the Interior memorandum to the Office of Management and Budget dated
June 5, 1998, recommending revisions to the Interior Department draft executive order
based on review of agency comments, Among other things, the memorandum
recommernds replacing a “no-net-loss” standard for Federal agency actions with a non-
degradation requirement, which was adopted.

Executive Order 13089 of June 11, 1998, on Coral Reef Protection.

Invasive Species

1.

Letter to Vice President Gore dated Apnil 25, 1997 from several hundred scientisi
requesting him to address the problem and 1o establish a commuission for that purpose.
Several LS. Senators also wrote Vice President Gore supporting the scientists’ request.

Letter from Vice Prosident Gore dated June 17, 1997, to Senator Bob Graham staling that
he was directing the Secretary of the Interior, Secretary of Agriculture, and Seeretary of
Conmmnerce to develop a strategy for invasive alien species. The Department of the
taterior draft of the letler dated June 9, 1997 15 also enclosed. The Vice President sent
sinvilar letters to other Senators and to representatives of the scientists that signed the
letter under Tab 1.

“Campaign Against Alien Invasive Specics: An Action Plan for the NMation™ dated
October 7, 1997, This document was prepared in response to Vice President Gore's
request for a strategy and, among other things, recommends issuance of an executzve
order,
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Sneech by Vice President Al Gore delivered at 3 meeting of the Wildiife Conservation
Society in New York City on April 20, 1998, The speech addresses invasive specieg and
the need for action on them.

Memorandum dated May 27, 1998, from Sceretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt to the
Director of the Office of Management and Budget recommending processing of an
executive order on invasive alien species. A drafl executive order dated May 22, 1998 is
altached to the memorandam.

Federal agency comments on the May 22, 1998, drail executive order recommended by
Secretary Babbiti,

Depanment of the Interior revised draft executive order dated July 10, 1998, faxed to the

© Office of Management and Budygel on that date by the Science Advisor to the Secretary

of the interior,

Federal agency comments on an Office of Management and Budgot revised draft
executive order dated September 8, 1998,

Office of Management and Budget revised drafl excoutive order dated September 28,
1998, and Department of Defense comments sent to the {}c§mmezzz of the Interior for
review,

Depariment of the Interior response to the Office of Management and Budget dated
September 28, 1998, on the Department of Defense commenis, and comments on the
draft executive order itself dated September 29, 1598,

Office of Management and Budget revised draft executive order dated January 25, 1999,

Executive Order 13112 of February 3, 1999,

Intergevernmental Affairs

Indian Guming

3.

4,

5.

Letter to Bruce Babbitt from the National Governors Association, July 8, 1998
Letters to Governors from Bruce Babbitt, July 1984

Letters from Governors to Secretary Babbitt reg,azdmg the proposed rule on Indian
Gaming, October 1997



Lake Tahoe

6. Letter from Secretaries Babbitt and Glickman to Tahoe-Sierra Preservation Couneil,
June 24, 1997

7. Letter from Secretaries Babbitt and Glickman to President Clinton, July 24, 1997
Weed Management

8. Memo to Assistant Secretaries, Directors and Bureau Heads, w/ attachments: “National
Initiative on Invasive Plant Species,” June 29, 1995

CALFED

9. Letter from Governor Gray Davis to Secretary Babbitt Re: Central Valley Improvement
Act, Section 3406{(bY2), November 6, 1999

PAR

10, Letier from John Berry to Melanne Verveer, Office of the First Lady, Re: PAR,
November 17, 1508

Lands Legucy

11, Mcmo to White House: “Lands Legacy Oulreach Plan,” by Grace Garcia,
February 6, 1999

Culifornia Offshare Oil Leases
12.  Letter 1o California Coastal Commission {from Sceretary Babbiit, August 13, 1999

13 Leticr 1o Secretary Babbitt and Walt Rosenbusch from California Coastal Commigsion,
July 27, 1999 -

LWCF Siateside Grasus

i4. Letiers 1o from Secretary Babbitt to Govemors, February 15, 2000

Hard Rock Mining

15, Letter from Secretary Babbitt to the Western Govemnoers Association, April 29, 1999

16, Letier from the Western Governors Association to Secretary Babbity, Janvary 11, 1999

39
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FISH & WILDLIFE AND PARKS

Fisag AND WiLDLIFE SERVICE

1. . Endangered Species Reintroductions and Reclassification—list of species that bave been
de-listed/reclassified with a brief explanation

2. .8, Supreme Court Sweer Home Decision

3. LLS. District Court Decision on Removal of Wolves from Yellowstone National Park

NATIONAL P4k SERVICE

-3 Parks for Tomorrow: President Clinton’s Plan to Restore and Preserve America’s
National Parks (4/22/96)

5. A Comprehensive Plan for the Restoration of the Everglades (1/19/96)
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LAND AND MINERALS MANAGEMENT

BUreAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

I

Statement of Michael Penfold, Assistant Dirgctor, Land and Renewable Resources before
the Subcommit{ce on National Parks and Public Lands, House Comimittec on Natural '
Resources, on Reforestation and Remvestment on public lands and National Forests of
the Pacific Northwest (3/30/93)

Statement of Michael Penfold, Assistant Director, Land and Renewable Resources before
the Subcommiites on National Parks and Public Lands, House Committes on Natural
Resources, on H.R, 1602, A bill "o reform the management of grazing on the public
range lands’ {(3/20/93)

Statcment of Robert Armistrong, Assistant Seerctary, Land and Minerals Management
before the Subcommittce on Energy and Mineral Resourees, House Conimitice on
Natural Resources, on a hearing on unreclaimed Hardrock Mines (8/5/93)

Statement of Mike Dombeck, Acting Director, Burean of Land Management before the
Subcommittce on National Parks and Public Lands, House Commitiee on Resources, on
H.R. 1713, The Livestock Grazing Act {7/11/95)

Staternent of Michas! Dombeck, Acting Director, Bureau of Land Managemoent before
the Subconvmitice on Interior and Related Agencies, Senate Commitiee on
Appropriations, on the Interior Columbia Basin Ecosystem Management Project (5/7/96)

Statement of Maitland Sharpe, Assistant Director for Renewable Resources and Planning,
Burcau of Land Management before the Subcommitice on Livestock, House Commitiee
on Agriculture, on the Range Management Program (9/17/97)

Statement of Maitland Sharpe, Assistant Director for Renewable Resources and Planning,
Bureau of Land Management before the Subcommitice on Nattonal Parks and Public
Lands, House Committee on Resources, on the Range Management Program (9/30/97)

Statement of Bob Armsirong, Assistant Sceretary, Land and Minerals Management
before the Subcommittee on Energy Research, Senate Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, on MMS Proposed Qi Valuation Rule (6/11/98)

Statement of Henri Bisson, Assistant Director, Burean of Land Management, before the
Subeommittee on National Parks and Public Lands, House Committee on Resources, on
Noxious Weeds and Invasive Plants (6/24/99)



10.

15.

16.

17.

- 18.

19.

20.
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Statement of Charles Wassinger, Associate Director, Bureau of Land Management -
Oregon-Washington Statc Office, before the Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral
Resources, House Committee on Resources, on Proposcd Federal Mining Policy Changes
and Their Effect on the Mining Industry and on State and Local Revenues (9/11/99)

June 1, 2000 Secretary Babbitt Makes Four New Monument Recommendations
to President Clinton

May 9, 1996 Engaging Stakeholders to Reinvest in Prescribed Wildland Fire:
Remarks by Interior Secrctary Bruce Babbitt at the Tall Timbers
Conference (Boise, ID) .

March 24, 2000 " Remarks by Bruce Babbitt to BLM Interactive Town Meeting,
Phoenix, AZ

Memorandum dated 2/6/97-Upgrading Hardrock Mining Environmental Regs

Letter to Bruce Babbitt, Bob Armstrong and Pat Shea dated 10/2/97, regarding BLM
current plans to revise the regulations governing surface management of hardrock mining
43 CFR Section 3809

Letter to Bruce Babbitt dated 1/29/99-re: refusing request to delay publication of the
proposed revisions to BLM's surface mgmt. rules until after completion of the National
Academy of Sciences study
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WATER AND SCIENCE

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

L

2.

3.

4.

Interior Solicitor John Leshy’s Speech on the Future of Reclamation

Record of Decision of Secretary Babbiit for the Operation of Glen Canyon Dam
Environmental Impact Staternent

Record of Decision~-Animas La Plats .

Bureau of Reclamation Record of Decision: Columbia River System Operation Review

US. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

10.

May 27, 1994-Memorandum: Downsizing of the Geelogic Division, by Ben Morgan

May 11, 1993—Memorandum: Authority to Create National Bislogical Survey

May 17, 1993-—Organizational E’rep&mﬁazﬁs for the Creation of the National Rislogical
Survey. by Bruce Babbiit

September 29, 1993—Establishment of the National Biological Survey, by Bruce Babbiu

September 29, 1994—Amendment § to Establishment of the National Biological Survey,
by Bruce Babbitt

September 30, 1996—Transfer of the National Biological Service to the Usited States
Geological Survey as a new Biological Resources Division, by Bruce Babbitt



INDIAN AFFAIRS

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

C 2

Eloutse Pepinon Cobell, et. al v, Bruce Rabbitt, et al.

Strategic Plan for Trust Improvement, April 1997, Office of the Special Trustes Rur
American Indians, U.S. Department of the Interior.

High Level Implementation Plan, Office of the Special Trustee for American Indians,
U8, Department of the fnterior,

Principles for the iﬁz‘scﬁzargc of the Secretary's Trust Responsibility, Secretarial Order
No. 3215, U.S. Department of the Interior, April 28, 2000.

Two Years Afer the President's Moeting With Tribal Leaders, Annual Report of the
Administration Working Group on American Indians and Alaska Natives, August 1996.

Assistant Secretary - Indian Affaies Gover’s remarks at the Ceremony Acknowledging
the 175" Anniversary of the Establishment of the Bureau of Indian Aifairs, Department
of the [nterior Building, Washington, D.C., September 8, 2000

Statement of Kevin Gover, Assistant Secretary for Indisn Affairs, Departrient of the
Interior, Before the Joint Hearing of the House Resources Commitige and Senate
Committes on Indian Affairs, on S, 1586, The “Indian Land Consolidation At of 1999,
Nov. 4, 1999,

Statement of Edward B, Cohen, Deputy Solicitor, Department of the Intertor, Before the
House Commitiee on Resources Concerning H.R. 2743, To Reduce The Fractionated
Qwnership Of Indian Lands, And For Other Purposes, July 29, 1998.

Copy of letier dated June 18, 1997 from Interior Secretary Bruce Babbili to President of
the Senate Albert Gore, Jr., transmitting a drafl bill “To reduce the fractionated
ownership of Indian lands, and for other purposes” and the followinyg attachments:

I Letter dated March 29, 1995, from Assistant Scerctary - Indian Affairs Ada
Dieor 1o tribal leaders regarding a letter from her 1o landowners dated October
20, 1994, concerning the problems of fractionated ownership of allotted land.

I, Summary of responses to questionnaire sent with the Ogtober 20, 1994, letter.

HI  Letier dated November 29, 1994, from ASIA Dodr 1o ownars of allotted land,
with questionnalre as attachment, conceming fractionated ownership issue,



POLICY, MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
I. The Partnership for America’s Resources proposal that would become Lands Legacy

2. Summarics of Congressional Action on Budget
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Babbitt Takes Symbolic First Step in

Removal of Silt-Choked

By JENIFER BAGLAND
$9eLIAL TO THE TIMES

OFAlManning the pedals and levers of 3
iewrering blue crune, Seeretary of the Interior

Bruce Babbitt pulled 3 16,000-pound chunk from
the mamesoth: face of Matiliia Dam on Thursday
merning, the Rt symbolic fey in the demoll
tion of the aging 20-story-tail structure.

“Now that was real power,” Badbitt said with
% grin 43 he wiped sweal {rom hie brow and
greeted an appiauding coowrd of politicians, envi-
ronmentalisty and 'cammt‘mity jeagers. More

Dam

than 100 people gatheodd at the Lo of the dam
north of Gl to celebrste the Kicks® of 2 demon-
ratian project tht will g sethods for tearing
domrs the concTels Rrueture,

Local dignitarise—including Asssxdiyworan
Hannsh-Beth Jackeon {D-Sants Barbars) and
Ventura County Supervisors Kathy Leng and
John Flyno—chaacterived the evens as the first
real movement towrrd ragicg the crumbling
structure, ¥ daunting job 1t could cost ap to
3170 million.

"This & & historic moment for me,” Flyan

Plonas e DAM, BS

tilija




ANCELES TIMES

VENTURA COUNTY NEWS

Papsat e CARLOE CHAYETY Lt Sagmem Tha

Trots Hrs? P 1D D0 FRTOwEC Srow 1 S, 3 SB.OUD00UKE DORCIE SRS, SO TTONN B CYBI DOBARSY Dy Witeror Secratary Bruce Depioae ¢

DAM; Babbitt
Kicks Off
Demolition

g T @ st DAk showe we
Have L mOmeALLm to ke Tt
g deren,”

Matttign Dam, buls @ 1544 1o
previe Jrakung WAt s e Oie
Vm»! and reduge Dot hakarg an
whe Yenturs River, i now ohuied
with § aullaon cuthiy Yands of sy
el (Rt A0 1 60N iIDg with ane,

Eavpanmanlaling ang petiiat
eaders argue TNAE iha maasiee
struchiaee DIGCkS thw endangered
stonltend trous from: peme s
g dunds UpNLTeN. (0 Matilna
Creek 140 too Yentura County's
e iwes of A0

Hablukt agreed, and promived
that o hut lext §30 days s office
the Jederwl government will do iy
Part %3 wee the prowt thraagh, O
ks b wemated nooould con
Srgem $2F mabion W S1T0 pllon e
e U dRetand the it el
", O TEW e b L],

Wt prodhuce the resurtey
g will bring your slane to resl.
it Babtess s, T bepedtta,
wu kg ros, i S0 outwegl e
sowle"

Thuredey's werermonal Gears
derens Myl off & BADB.000 county
FEMARESTILAN BIOWCL, xpproved
¥ JpRrEry I Adgun, wiuth
Him L3 Seterruze the Degt redixd
6 et U AN Tondywe ice
Three st ethmuen Wil Ge
sesiert

Rea oo, Ventueg County te

Sateurt prouusad fdlE i
e T 18 Semarton, - The
HONATRY, i T lang 1 wdl i
outwight 1he cosis.” e e

recior ol puble wor ks 8S Erewe

repaning for Balieit's vun
aou Shree weeks age, oul the el
work begas Thucsday nd wel con-
Firsag D0F aBeNT A MK,

For thwr past thrwe yesen, Bbingt
Pk foeh & Aatitmwnde Lone S KKEx
: ;

WRAYY SAMYUNE 5 pymbobic tedpe
Rawirer with Mo, Matiiga, whakty
18 158 feet tall anch SO0 fawt wick ¥
TIe ArgRwt damm L LHE CRUHLEE W
e Largetar foe retnovid,

TWhen 1 gaw a peture o thus
thuryg [ drwesr o v Lt o Do
the heavy sqUIpment” e quipged.
ol Ta the maasiere L thai,
Aong ik e monncane of Low
Padires Nauondl Forent, servad ay i
paikerop fov the teremny. “With
Watthia, we've snterfig U nest
shagster of cam vemoval.”

Azt o' & unportant Chaptat for
s fuzsee of Ventues County, sud
Npek tGrace of Calilortis Trout,
Tive tonpeofit group has pushed for
thy dam's ramigv sl e the Lalnty'y
encegientiinl popudation of Kews
e Y0t SN be Festored.

The cesaror hatenss Matiss Dam 1S Singged with SUT 3nT SBIND.

by Lamiayy 1t o tew sbundent
szpnels of steaffead wmming up
e Yenjurs Suver. pan e former
Nalya Dam o and up wis (he
reanhat of the rves whnre they wii
s ans conTive Ly e oy
&t ThiTrore s, He cnglbvnged
e cTowd i remiove the dam
wntiie fve years—atout the SATH
Areaurk of LWme it ook 1o tanid 1L =y
the . DAl previoudy est

Prated LU AL WA Ak B 4

yoars

That .8 precisaly whe Bavhst
Lo e made the ek to Ventun
County thes week, reaffirming hus
COMIITASENY T Al it Bappen
TR,

“Ti abuchrtely coafident that 1n
4 gt of yexrs £ e back bere
49 Tormer seceetary And & DRty
Gbizen 1 ealabrate Un dam beng
gorw." DAt aod.

T 1.5 Fosress of feclaumation.
an agency that Pablatl aversees. i
workung with other sLate and fed.
sta) agencien on ihe project’s feg-
sility fisdy, wrhuch could tak# o

GANET Dl 4ATE 10 LATDIeLL

The coiorta) amount of sedunent,
flacked bepund the Jdam puEs 4
ftotk serpivring proviem Yun the
coptreie viruaiure weeif, othrials
s Posniaices for remaning e
ol range fnowm buddng @ e oo
veyor hell Ut would Dave oF
ekl frovgm ¢he damm 1o Ehe beath for
fend replemasiment 10 progiey
avely sawig o Chumks of the dam
s bprung nliure LEXe it3 foutse.

Bt whule Unere may be ng du
SEAFIE o the De Wiy o fenas
the dam. mon meeryone fas igreed
it theuid come down fille i wis
first propoled by smvironienlibe
Zd Henzs vy his [958 pontion P
pEr A Dase lor the Bemorsi of
Mat:tg Cems”

Henke, whe grow up oo Vertars
Coury syt paw Uves i Aestan
Gre. amtended Thursday's oer.
emeny and e feeling Covers
wheimed.”

"We're Redng our plate R Uus
grekt oig ecotpssem. | Heaioe 1.
“We ngve tg thow the ®hoie warks
we can do thrs.”

¥t b d i


http:7Jo.uf1::.ay
http:M"UIf'!.he
http:tllI!:.rr
http:el'lJpt.t1
http:mw'~.1.sm
http:r&hnCII-.n4

Ojai Valley News

Friday, October 13, 2000

Babbitt visits doomed Matilija Dam
by Lenny Rabees

U.S. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt led
s group of dignitaries visiting Matilija
Dam Thursday morning, and echoed their
callective wish to have the aging structure
removed \
The §3-year-old dam, they agres, has
outlived 23 usefulness nnd become a
detriment to the covirerument and 1o the
natural babitet of wildlife, pamely the
steeihead troue,

Ranked third o a list identifying U.S.
cndangered rivers, the Venturs River's
survival depends on the dam's removal,
according to a report relessed eartier this
year by American Rivers, a non-profit
conservation organization dedicated to
protecting and restoring Americd's rivers.
The repert descnbed Matilija Dam as an
"impassable roadblock for native
Southern California steelhead runs, while
contributing to the erosion of popular
nearby surfing beaches.”

Speaking in support of the dam's removal
Thuesday were Supervisors Kathy Lang
and John Fiyna, Brian Miller, aide w
Congresaman Elton Gallegly (R- Sinu
Valley), Assemblywoman Hannah-Beth
Jackson, California Trout spokesman
Nick DiCroce and Chuck Raysbrook,
regional manager of the California
Department of Fish and Game.

‘\vﬂd~paeiﬁc Region, Public Affairs m
- 916/978.5107
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Babbint recalled hosting the inital meeting
of many of those same officials in
Washington in 1999, 0 consider the
ased 1o emove the dam, At thas gme,
Flyun asked for federa] assistance to
cover e casts of removing the dam, and
Babbint pledged o take the accessary
steps 1o begin the process.

The projected undenaking is the largest
of ite kind in the United States.

"We must look deeply into the task of
restoring our mistakes of the past,”
Babbitt began. "We have the capacity to
envision what once was, and then to
undertake the hands.on process of
restoring the {endscape. Wyamactof
atfirmation and an act of fate so we can
live in more harmony with sreation.
"And as we undertake the act of
restoring the waters and watershed, |
think that remarkable things happen. We
find that when we restore the waters, we
restore our cammonity. And this process
of restoration has brought ail thess
sommunitics together,” referring o the
county and state agencies involved, The
Californis Ceastal Conservancy, The
Wildlife Foundation, privats property
ewners and loesl environumental groups.
"Sa I'm here to say to all of you that [
stand in awe and admiration of what you
have done, and | hope that we can all, by
our prescnce here today, hold this up
scross California and the countty asa
model of what we believe the act of
resioTation can be.

"] didn't bring my sledgchnmm:r todsxy,
because when [ first saw 8 picture of this
thing, I thought. "'You've got o be

Although Babbitt did uot specificaily
address the cost snd dme frame for
removing Madlija Dam, be said the sffore
bad begun..

"We begin this effort with the entire
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country walching, bocause this is the tirst
time « this {s & pew chapter - snd we've
‘got ta do it ight because thers are 5 lot
_of skeprics out arcund this counmy,” he
cautioned,

e brought spplause and laughter from
the sun-drenched group of gussts by
saying. "T'm in the last 120 days of my
tenure oy secretary of the interior, and.
that's ane of the reasons why [ want 1o
blow this sucker up.

"Hut { think, sericualy, that al] of us here
today, in years 1o come as this process
comes to fruition, are going to look back
to this moment and say that we were
presant at the start. We were here at the
creation of a brand-new chapter in
American environmental history and the
coming ceatury of restoration.

“Keep it up. You're doing great,” Babbint
concluded,

Afler spenking, Babbitt took 2 quick

" leason in operating the massive crane that
had been delivered for the wccasion, and
symbolically removed s 5,000-pound
section from the top of the dam.

The 198.fsot dam wos built in 1947 1
provide food control spd fresh water for
the Ofai Valley, but massive amounts of
sand anxd silt bave accumulated behind
the dagy, rendering it all but uscless for
that parposse.

The estimated 7 million cubic yards of
sediment choking the reservoir prevents
sond from flowing downstream o
replenish the coastal ecosystem, and
sugineery estispate that if the sediment
coutd be piled one fut deep, 1t would
eover 3,000 football Helds.

In April, Jim Bdmondson, conservation
director for Californis Trout, said that
Matilijs Dam has evolved into aothing
more than a retaining wall, holding
enough sediment 1o add 30 feer of sand
to each beach in Venturs County, At its

09



deepest point, sediment in & mile-long
stretch hag bean measured at 70 {eet,
Prior to ity construction, 5,000 adult
steelhead annually returned 1o the
Yentura River. Today, they are counted
in dozens

Habbitt urged Gallegly and California’s
senators Batbars Boxer and Diane
Feingtein 1o continue to work to secire
federal funding for the removal project
that could nm into the hundreds of
miilions of dollars,

The least sxpensive and most
time-consuming method to restore the
river's flow would be (o gradually remove
the darn, allowing for the satural How of
the matenials to the ooean, Apother

" method wouid be to excavats the
material and construct & sonveyor system
or pipeline 1o the ocean, The (hird
altsreative is 1o excavate the materisl and
wruck it W & landfill or some similar place,
with the residual sand transported to the
heaches,

If funding is securcd, the project sould
begin as soon as 2003,

Thursday’s deconstruction ceremnony &t
the dam cost some $425,000, and was
funded by Tha California Coastal -
Conservancy, County Flood Control
which owns the dum, the staie Dept. of
Fish and Wildlife, and the citics of
Ventura, Oxnard and Port Hueneme,
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Babbitt tears into Matilija Dam

REMOVAL:
Interior
secretary
praises
support for
progect,

8y Cluwies Levin
Staff writer

Using a crane instead of his usual
siedgehammer, Interior Secrstary
Bruce Babbitx came to Yeatura County
on Thursday to lift a chunk off Matilia
Dam in a symbolic step toward the
largest dam-removal project in U8
history, ’

Babbitt has presided over severai.
dozen dam removals so far oflen ap-
pearing with 3 sisdgehammer to break

. up the first bits of concrets. But

Thursday called for Babbitt to pull &
crane leves :

“People will look back to this moment
and say we were have 3t the creation and
cpening: of & brand new chapter in

Amernican envivonmental history
and the coming century of
restorstion,” Babbitt toid more
than 108 onlockery,
Thursday’s chunk remaoval
was part of 2 much-hyped
demonstration project that offi-
cials bope will draw more attens
Liofi- to the deteriorgring 23-
year-old dam north of Ojai.
Criginaliy bult for water sup-
siy and food control, the dam
his became obsolete, robbed
beaches of fresh sand, and pre-
vented endangered steeihead
trout from mugrating upstresm
1y spawning grounds, environ-
mentalists say. : :

Officials estimate thatupto 7
mithion cublc yards of it sit be-
hind the dam - enough to 8
437 football felds | foot deep.

The dam sits on Matilija
Creek, a tributary of the Ventuna
River, 15.6 miles ypstream fom
the ocesn. '

At 168 feet high and 620 foet
wide, the dam would be the
largest ever torn down ip the -
United States, officials sap

Removing the dam gained
new urgency this year when the.
Washington, D.C-based Ameri-
2an Rivers environmental group
declared the Venturz River the
nation's third most endangered
river, .

Babbitt joined a2 host of state
and local officials at Thursday’s
demonstration and praised-the
strofig consensus of suppert her
hind the project - a stark con-
st to olhery he-has worked
N

*1 stand in awe of what you
have achieved,” Babbitt wid.

Dam removal means a chance
t0 “look deeply at the mistakes
of the past,” Babhitt said.
“We've learned that it really
works.”

For example, after the re-
moval of Edwards Dam on the
Keaneber River in Maine two
yeurs ago, fish ceturned within 2
year, “as if by kind of 2 primal

Secretary of he
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memory,” he saud.

But the previous dam re-
mavais have been.much smailer,
Babbitt said, and Matlija offers
the chance to create 2 mode] for
larger jobs.

Using a crane situated behind
the dam, Babbitt on Thursday
removed a relatively small siab
. of concrete from its upper-right-
hand corner. With another crane,
crews had lifted a sizably larger
chunk minutes before.

Crews had precut the slabs on
Tuesday with a diamond wire-
cutting saw, one of three possi-
ble removai techniques the
county is testing, said Jeff Pratt,
county assistant director of pub-
lic works, Crews will shave a
total of 90 feet from the dam
over the next three weeks, he
said.

Other possible methods in-
clude filling holes in the dam
with chemicals that expand and
cause concrete to break up, or
using a hydraulic jackhammer-
- like device, Pratt said.

The sediment is a much big-
ger problem, and officials have
no answers yet on how to re-
move and dispose of it.

Babbitt said toxins often em-
bedded in such sediment can
also pose problems. But they're
found more often in industrial-
ized rivers, he said.

There have been some forest
fires in the Matilija area, which
can contnbute to toxic cunoff,
said Federico Barajas, dam pro-
gram manager with the Bureau
of Reclamation. Initial tests of
the silt, however, show no tox-
ins, Barajas said. Further tests
© will follow. -

The biggest reason for Thurs-
day's hoopla 'was to draw atten-
tion to the dam itself in hopes of
raising more money for removal,
Pratt said.

The demonstration project is
costing $435,000, split between
the county; cities of Ventura,
Port Hueneme and Oxnard; the
Nationai Fish and Wildlife Foun-
dation; and the state Coastal
Conservancy.

!ﬁl_iia Dam

Locattem Along Matiiia Creek
north of Ojar, 15.6 miles from
ocean

Your bl 19438
Porpeow Water supply, flood
comrol

mmm
$682,000
wuwﬂmum
kil beight: 198 feet
Curvent haight: 168 foet, after
being notched n 1965 and
1977

Whilks €20 feet
Thicksssm 8 feet at crest,
35 fest &t base

Ovighml capaclly: 7,018
acre-foet

Carvent capecilys Less than
500 acre-feet ]
Prejorind 2029 capciii

0 acre-foet .
Soaaaes: tis Coalion, Viwdiore
Cownty Flood District, US
Do of Reckonation

Complete removal could cost -

anywhere from $22 million to
$200 million over 10 to 40 years,
according to a U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation study. There’s no
way the local agencies and non-
profit grganizations can marshal
that much cash alone.

A $3.7 million feasibility -

study is the next step in the
process, said Brian Miller, dis-
trict chief of staff to Rep. Eiton
Gallegly, R-Simi Valiey.

There are roughly 75,000
dams nationwide, said Babbitt,
and competition for federal fund-
ing is stiff.

But Babbitt said that if he has
his way, Matilija, with its strong
local backing, would be “first in
line"” for federal cash.

Later this month, the Coastal
Conservancy is expected to ap-
prove contributing another
$1.75 million toward the dam’s
removal, said Bill Ahemn, the
conservancy’s executive direc-
tor.

Matilija Lake reservoir

Sediment: 5 million to

7 million cubic yards of
sand, gravel and silt;
enough to fill 437 foothall
fieids

Environmentalists said they
were optimistic about getting
money from a variety of public
and private sources, ag wel] as
continued federal support —
even if George W. Bush wins on
Novw. 7.

“We're not going to stop with
this one piece,” said Mark
Capelli, executive director of
Friends of the River “This dam
can’t stay here forever.”

— Chartss Levin's t-mail address is
clevin @insideve.com.
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Bakpict Removes Parn of <Calif. Dam
QJAL. <Calif. (AR} - Intzrior Secrstary Brucae ﬁahbict

uged a crane Le rear down part of the Maziliza Dam on
Thursday, a symbolis move in & nationwide campaign zo
breach old dams angd restore natural fish habicats,

The 200-foor-call dam holds back Maniliia Cresk, cnce
a major tributary cte the Veanuura River.
Tonservasicenists say ita removal aftar more than half
a century will help restaore steelhsad runs and caturn
mounzdin dedimane vo aroding Vesntura County beaches.

YIt wag a lictle nard to believe, '’ Mark Capellii, a
mamber of Friends of the ¥antura River, said afzer
Babbitt rvemoved a 16, 40%-puund concrace alab from the
dam. "7l dontt nhink thera are too many people whe
vhoughz it would be lifted off, at lsast in sux
lifetime, *

The dam was buill in 1948 about 20 miled narth of
Veantura to contral floods and store water. Since then.
céficialy say iv has blovked snough sedimant to sxctend
ail Ventura {punty beaches Dy 310 feet.

% aisoc has blocked steesihead from returning upriver
Lo spawning beds, dropping ths population from 2,000 a
vaar hefore the dam waa built o about 1084 today.

According to the U, §. Bursau of Reclamation, the
‘project could cost from $180 million if the sedimenc
ig hauled to Ventura County beaches o 330 millien if
officials lec nature pove the sediment downstream by
gradually removing the dam aver aboul 20 years.

The Intarior Deparvmant has been sxamining uthe
navioan’s 75,000 damp U determine which have
environmantal costs that outweigh their uvsefulness,
Since last vear, some twe dozen damy have been removed
f-am Idano to North sasolina, and at leasv a dozen
others are scheduled e go this vyear,
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Demolition derby
Babbitt visit raises hopes of Matilija Dam renoval

Interiar Secretary BruCe Rabhitt, Cangressmans £ixon dallegly and state Resources Secretary Mary Nickos will e o rarg
witrass the remaval of & 90-faatieng smction of Matillja Dam Qe 12,

by Ryan Hoiter
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Babbits in Calif. for Dam Reamoval

By JOHN HOWARD, Associated Rress Writer

ANDERSON, Calif. (AP} ~ Interior Secretary Bruce
Babkity ook his

dam-busting tour to Norcheym {alifornia on Friday,
ararting the demplition of

a nearly century-old grructure to free miles of
flowing water fop apring-run

salimon.

Saslczer Dam {8 a 20-foor high, 30-foot wide bDarrier
acxons Dear Creek.

Authoricien said ics removal,. authorized by the state
and faderal organization

called Caired, will improve flow along a nine-mile
styacch.

TTWe ars making waser congervation history today, ¢
Babhiive said.
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Jrate Resources Secrevary Mary Nichols agreed,
TTThe dam wa® uselegs, it's silrved up, and it's not
Fulfitiing its purposs, ' she

$aid.

Abour 12 miles of prime salmon spawning habitac lie
bahind rhe dam, which

was built in 1903 abour 130 miles sorth of
Sacramenta. Cencral Valley ’
ﬁpring»“un Chingek salmon were listed as a threatened
spedies last year

under the federal Endangmred Species Act

The removal project will cest about 33.% million. The
areek should zhen
producs about 13,000 salmon yvearly, officiala said,

Babbits has pregided over similar dam ramovals
throughcut She couniry,

actions generally supportsd by conservaticnisvs who
say the dams sve an .-
impedimene ro healtlhy fish populazions. '

Since lagt veay, some Lwo dozen dams have hHeen
removed Zrom Idabo o

North Carolina, and at least 18 others are scheduled
U2 go thia year.

In Califernia. taking cut the 20-foot-high Sasitzer
is & landmark project: [r is

the first one to hegin under CalFfed, which was sat up
81X Years ago to hring :

peace to California‘s interminable water wara.

Moments after Babbirt's comments, # back hoe began
pulling chunks of

conerate from the dam face. Some rastaration work has
already besan done,

A cresi zhannel was straighrened and lined with fresh
gravel,

Environmentalists say hundreds of dams nationwide
have cutlived their ‘
ysefuliness and ares causing snvironmantal damage.

The isgsue hag fired particular debate in the Pavific
Norchwest, whars

environmentaliastas have called for the removal of four
damg Svom the 3nsks

River ro protecc salmon apawning gruunds.

Clintos adminjiatracion officials this summer said
rhey will not recommend

1
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nreaching +he Zdams for ay laasc saight years o give a
salmpn recovery plan
time 1o work.

Rapuihl ican gpresidentiasl candidats Gecrge W, Bush
{hawg « wabd "ibes] hag

eritirized che adminiscrarion and Vies Prasident Al
Gore {news - wan sives} ’

Sver the izsus, saving the dams should not ke
bresched.

Removing dams bullt on the lower Spaks in the 153703
worsld cue off varge

Lranspart.” loweyr reservoirs belosw irrigation intaxs
pipes and reduce

Norohkwest electricivy supplies by abdut 4 gercens.

Do You Yahoo!?
Yahoo! Photss - 1%mm fuality Prints,. Now Get LS Frea:
rep: //photos. vahoo. gom/



7.5, makes gclientific case e keep Snake dams inrvacc

In a Sclence article, federal hiclogists back the government's position thac
hreachirg isn't the way o0 save salmon

Friday, November 3, 2003 .

8y Jonathan Brinckman of The Uregonian stcaff

Breaching dams might nor be an sffective way 1o aave ths Columbia River
Baain's largest, most-prized salmon from extincrion, the federal governmenz's
rop salmon ressarchers gay in today's sdivion of the journal Science.

Noerthwest Endangered Fish
Follow the debate as the Pacific Norchwest reglon struggles o pressrve
salmon and wronut for futuxe generations.

The article by Pestex Kareiva, Michelle McoClure and Michells Maxvier of the
National Marine Fisherien Sarvice lays gut thae scisntifis case for the
federal government's recommendation this summer that four federal dama on the
iower Snake River be left in place.

The evidence the thrée diologists present is "presty atark,” said Brian
Gorman, a spokesman for the fisheries gervice, the fedsyal agency in charge
of salmon recovery. "It certainly suggests that breaching is not a panacea.”

ira pubkliication in Science adds oradibiliny to the agency's position, Gorman
said Thursday. "Some say we are fudging numbers or doing fuzzy mach., Thig
aynicle will dispel those myths.®

In July, the Zisheriss service recommernsded that the four dams, operated by
the U.8. Army Corps of Engineerg, be lefr alone while othsy steps are taken
to help salmon. Those actions would fooua on restoring che rivers and streams
whare salmon spawn and restoring the Columpia River estuary, where young
saimon fesd and.grow pefore astriking sut to sea.

The fisharies parvies is to make a final recommandation Dec. 15, five weeks
after Tuesday’'s slection. Bul sgency staff said the timing may depend con who
wing the presidential racs.



Gecrge 4. 3ush, zhe Republican nominee, has said that he opposes orzaching
dams. Vice PFresident Al Gove, the Demooratic nominee, has aot taken a
pesition, but ke haa said that he would support doing what is needed Lo
prevent sxtinction of the thraatened Snake River malmon snocks.

Cpponents of breavhing said che Science arvicle bolstears their argument no
matter who wing the elecnion. .

"We are on a cIurse change in the region,“'said Bruce Lovelin, execuzive
directer of the Columbla River Alliance, an industry group. “"Two or thres
vears ago, dam breaching seemed tD be the solution. Now, based on this
report, it segems the problem is more in the estuary and the ocean.”

Conservaticnians and soientista who work for Northwest tribes and the Qregon
and Idaho fish and wildlife deparvments have said that the four dams must be
preachad 2o save Snake River salmon from extinction.

On Thursday, thevy $aid the bialogists' arguments in Science do not change
their opinion,

*Thig paper if not ingignificant, but it is ssrtainly not the end of rhe
game, * gaid Jeff Curtis, western conservation director of Trout Unliimited.
*Ali of this stuff will have ta stand up in coure.”

Curtis and others gay they sxpedt 6 sus the agency about its recommendarion,
ang the auphors of the stuwdy will have vo defend their f£indings.

The fisheries service biologiste’ ressazeh contrasts with a five-year., 55
million atudy by federal, stars and tribal biclegists that con¢luded in 138%8
_that breaching the four dams would be the mest certain way of saving Snake
River salmen. The fisheriss ssrvice abandoned that study and commissioned
Kareiva's rasearch sffort.

-

Kareiva and hia colleagues daveloped a mathematical model to analyze how
improved survival at each stage of vhe salmon's life cycle -- just afrer
hatching in streams, gwimming past the dams, lingering in the estuary and
growing £o adulthood in the open ocean -- would translates ints greater
overall health of salmon populations.

They found that greater survival in the sarly lifa stages and in The estuary
kas vhe moan dramabic effect on population growth. Under some of their

study’'s asaumptiona, the improvements in survival from removing dams would be
toa lizsla ro save Snake River spring/summer chinook. o

“Remarkably, even if every juvenile fish that migrated downscream survived o
rhe mouth of the CZolumbia,” the salmon would continue o decline, the
raSeArchers wWrots,

proponents of breaching said the suthors® conclusion that it may not be
effactive is simply wrong.

rnadaguately considered, thsy said, is the fact that going through the damg’
spiliways or surviving in the barges used Lo carry millions of young fish
pastc the dams weakens salmon and makes them more likely to die later, either
in the satuary ¢r in the ogean.

“Thers's a iof of svidence for dalayed mortality, but they den't congider
i, gsaid Charlie Petrosky, a biclogist for the Idano Fish and Game
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Deparcsment.

McClure, one of the authors. said the agency doesn't know how large the
delayed mortality rate is. The study says breaching the dams could reverse
the decline of salmon if the rate was $ percent or greacer

Supporters of Bush were quick to say that the new report vindicated his
opposition to dam breaching. But Gore's backers 'said they still think the
vice president has been right to say that he would be guided by the best
science.

You can reach Jonathan Brinckman at 503-221-819%C or by e-mail at
jbrinckman@news .oregonian.com. '
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Destruction Is Just the Beginning

An Interview with Secretary of the Interior Brice Babbint

Orion Afield: Recognizing the various needs that dams ful-
fill, and for which they wers buift, where do you draw the line
in deciding which dams should be removed and which should
bé preserved?

Bruce Babbitt: weil 1 don't think there’s a formuls that
you can apply.. vt What we are ‘earning is that each dam has
15 cwn higtory. In some cases, a dam’s uses are oheolete. A graat
example 5 the Matiila Dam in southarn California, iUy an easy
ane because the dam i flleg with sediment up to the top. I
has no function, Othar dams wers huilt clear back at the dawn
of the industrial revotution for water power, which is no longer
very ralavant, | thini the best way o Getermine a danm's useful-
ness is 1o use a site-spacific analysi, where you look 2t the

uses for which the dam was constructed and the 20618 that have
beaen angd are being paid and then try to make 3 judgment.
Quae tima, | think the leaming urve will Hatten aut, and we
witl begin 10 daveion twxtbaok critaria, et wa're not there yet,

QA: Fisheries advocatas would ike € e large-scale hydro-
alectric wroiacts, ke the Bonneville Dar on the Cohenbis River,
demnlishad, but are thers examples of
senatier, appropristaly scaied hydropower
dgams that could stay in seevice while min.
irnizing their impact on anadromaous fish?
BE: well, wure. The fish istue, in some
cases, can be deall with by the use of fish
ladoers, But the rifficuities are twofold, )
Sometimes fish ladders wark and some |
tirmes they danl. Thén there's the e ¢
istive impact of having multiple dams on
this same rlver system, That's the problem,
on fartie {reek in California, There are
five ¢ 3iz hydro and diversion structures «-o
andd, sitheugh none is very large, the
curmdative Hnpact makes it impossible for §
snsdromous fish, There are tO0 .many
dams on 1o smailt & river.

Wae have 75,000 damy In this eountry. | don't advocate taking
all or even & majority of them out. But there are sursly a few
thousantd aut there that have served their purpose, whars the
maintensnce and environmental costs dlearly outweigh the ben-
efits. A nice example is the dam at Fossi! Creek out in Arizong,
which we just reached sgresment on. it's 2 relatively small
hydropawer profect, but its on 2 small stream, which basically
gets dried up. The entire Base fiow of the stream &5 corducted
#vte a Hume, whith is run down through generators, 10,15
mies downsiream. Well, the act of drying «p that stream has
impacted 2 large number of native fish, amphibians, and other
rare species. even though there are no anadromaus fish there.

OA: vou say that citizen graups have been responsible
for many of the dam removals that have taken place thus far,
What aivice would you give 10 a newly formed watershed
counci that has identified a dam that might be a candidate for
dumotition? B,
BB: seart with some research. Learn everything you can about
e hintory of the dam—the documents, function, ownership,
uses-zli the farts that you can paossibly
get. Laok at the dam in the context of
the entire watershed. Make sure you're
*pickin’ an the right dam,” if you will.
iy Once you have all of your facts, start
talking to the gperator. Then, start talk-
ing with any and all of the users who
3%“»;\ petreive'themwm{ as having a stake'in
the dam. If you're going up against users
' of water for hydropower, figure out who
they are, what their alternatives are,
%2 and how you can make peace with them.
S There was 2 diversion dam on Butte

because, after talking with ail of the irri-
gatoss who were W8ing water, we were
2 able to figure out a siphon system that
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gidn’t binck tho river at alf3ng one that was done, there
WEFER'T any concewable obections 1o 1aking gown the darm, -

Now, the ather adwica | have is 10 start salking with ical gow
ernments, bedause inevitably they will sither have & stake, of
percaive themselves as having somaking of stake, in the process.
Lastly, { would say <hedk out the FERC {Fefleral Energy Reguiatory
Commission} siatus. i 1S 4 privately owned hydro dam, it will
have ¢ FERC license. and if it turns out that the dam’s Teerse i
up for renewatl in the next five oF ton vears, then you're really in
huck becausa you'll have some reat leverags.

QA You have said that democratic debate over projects fike
dam removal (redtes consensus-building solutions. How has
that process worked so far? .

BB weil, it's been quite remarkable, 1 would say that the pro-
wivpe was the tdwards Dam on the

Kerinesec River in Maine, whith came out 3
fast summer. The discussion an that dam ;3_‘
was iust beginning when { came 1o oMice no
seven years ago and at that time most of ’:5 :
the people in the neighborhwod were o t
opposed, Dam reamoval was a strange, 7‘1_‘
new concept. That dam was built in 1837, w
and no_living person could remember O
when it wasnt there. But through the S
process of discussing the issues, oaople ‘E,":
finally got over the psychological barrier * \J

of talking about removal,

Once you can get people into a factual discussion, then
you're really moving toward soms kind of result, But it can be
a long process. In the case of the Kennebec River, the partici-
panis came 10 see that the current hydropower bHenefits were
absci'uteiy minuscule and that the fisheries bensfits from tak.
ing the dam down were absolutely spectacular because, where
& dam is locatad on A river system i an important considera.
tion, This are was located at the very bottom, just a couple
miles above the tea, Taking it cant opened up a vast stretch of
rives for endangered Atiantic salmon and other fish,

OA: Anglers invelved with the group Trout Unlimited

ware key advocates for the Edwards Oam removal, How can
we work toward coitaborations and getiing moee dtizens
involved? N
BB: ror those who are interestad, the answer i, look around

. for your natural allies: fisherman, river users, people who arg
interestad in rafting, kavaking—whitewater enthugiasty—
they're in every neighborhood that Fve swlr visitexd in the
united States. And ioca! envirgnmental groups—iook ‘em up. -

On average, we
have constructed
one dam every
day since the
signing of the
Declaration of
Independence.

Local watershed counls in partcular are an aguaus ghaes

in generigl, 1 think we need 1o dlways rémemer that dam
removal iy a0 30t of creative destruction. But it doesn't and
with destruction, because what we're talking about is restars-
tign of the river systam ang that task goes way beyond teanng
down a dam. it reaches wf and down 2 river, up and down the
tributaries, and, finally, all the way up ¢7G the land, It invalves
the way we use our Toress, our agricuitural practices, our
wriran developrent trends, And surely the ultimats goal is o
£oHE look 31 20 entire watershed, and 4% what we nead 10
o0 1 restore that watershed, and at ways of engaging commu-
siting 1o that together, residents can learm how to live in a
mure hamnonious relationship with their watershed,

CA: You've spoken of restoration waek in general a5 a new
sociat compact with nature. What are
some of the broader impiications of this
B8 The tant premise of most of the
snvironmantal and preservation werk
of the 0 cervtury was that there's
wilderness out thers snd we should tét
it aside, end then, having met owr
ohtigation 10 nature, we ¢an go sbout
tivig with complete abandon on the
rest of the iandscape—abusing and mis.
using it 33 we please. At the end of the
20tk century, conservatian biclogy s
teaching us that the world doesa’t wark that way. Every acre
of lang and svery tribwtary of every stream is part of the
whisle, and averyihing that we do on the land uitimately
winds up in the veater,

Uitimately, | think it comes back 1o both 3 hiclogical under-
standing and a spiritual act of affirmation, saying that these
watersheds are 2 pact of Creation with a capital "£,” and that
we have an obligation w live respectfully and harmoniously
on these landscapes and to see them as a whale. And also to
view water as the measure of the quality of our relationship
to Creation. Water, in almost every civilization, has a sacra
mental guality. | think there's a reason for that, Water flows
it of the past, through the present, and on into the future, A
<up of water tells us shout the entire watershed from which
it cormes, and ultimately judges the quality of our retationship
10 the igndscape.

OA: How do you feel about being catled the nation’s dam-
Bustanin<chief?
BB: | like it. The reaton | like it is because it gets people’s
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e uen, Y d DI0E waY 10 aVaken an suthende, Byt agam,
Testruetion o ust the peginmng,

QA there's an oeganization calied the Glen Canyon istitute
that is labbying 1o draia Lake Powell. D¢ you think it will hap.
DR i Cur lifetime? - . —

B8: x5 1t is nonetheless & usefui discussion, betause there are
trade-aHs at Slen Canyon that need examination. The day will
Lome when e walge that it iost by evaporation will he

mgre valuabie than the dectrical powar that is gensrated by
tihe dam, And wihen that day comes, the discussion may S in
some very different directinns. Sut it's going 1o take time,

Mat e Fuiure can De betier and L 9oL 8 18t of Sowear ig 0
¥OU 360 10 hat v the comgeliing (orcent of valesiress
&g e PROaLive, taramental power 5f sater, 1 Uink wge
SOING 10 100 4 vBrY RxGTiNG (antury ahead of us

OAL 1t seems that you, much more than sny of sur recent sec-
mmraries of the intering have really chamipioned 2 way of ook,
ing at our resources that goes beyond seeing just pure com-
modities, that sees sach siament as a part of the interwoven
angt intwrilving organise that we all are a part of. Could you
spak 1o that for a moment?

BE: oviously, my natural instindgs run in that direction. Sut

Restoration is a very American kind of idea. It speaks of optimism, of a
sense that the future can be better, and it's got a lot of power to it.

CA; inevitably, peopia wili speak about the fegacy of this
admiisistration, What would you like 10 see future gensrations
Highlight as the greatest efforts uadartaken during your
watch?
BB: wail, 'm not ready ta write abowt 2 victary yet! fut
CaTrying Thesd restoration ¢ondepts into raality has Deen g very
important 33t of what we do, srarting in the Farida
Everglades. And the restoration that we're now doing in
Calitornia river systems-~these are rasily by, comprehensive,
andscape-level, muiti-party effors 10 carry restoration w0 i
ingvitable and logical sxtent, which misany looking at errire
river systerns and ackriowiediing that you start o trying 1o
save ane stvall pisce but you guickly realizg that you can't sive
the anadramaus fisheries in Sen Franciso Bay until you've dealt
with the agricuiture in the Central Valiay and the operation of
the dams four or five hundred miles away. You <an't save the
Evargiades until you've dealt with the water isues that extend
clear up w Griando, Pravty $00n we are drawn tight back to this
issue of how we relate 0 the entire landwape.

The procesy of restoration has & ot of power 10 charge and
10 enhance our view of rature, Uniike presereation, regtoration
talis sbout somathing really vislonary. 1t says, wa can imagine
something better. Wi can g from the status quo and, by logk-
ing back: then forward, reach for a new vision, And it's ulti
mately about us on the land becaose it's an affirmative act that
requreEs peapie 1o expend time snd W_:u in & of that
vision, 'S not passive. 15 saying that we are inevitably and
wretrigvatsly & part of sciRystEms and that we must Categoricak
ly cefine that relationship. You can't do that by walking away
from fssues, You have 10 step in ang take affirmatiee sizps. Ity
3 very American kind of idea. it speaks of optimism, of 3 sense

Fve learned & ot from all the time fve ent outside
Washington, i cormmunities arsund the tountry, THe Amerizan
people sut there on the landscape fesi exactly the same way.
Now 2 ot of politicians and policymakers and scientists don's
unterstang that. They go ot on the landscane and say, "You
npad to conserve this regicn becaus® it has a medicine chast of
Lancer cures and the possibitity for hybirict qraing that will feed
the wotfd in centures to some.” And that'e alt fine and geod
and true. But the utifitarian arguments that are the basis

for dicussions around Washington—they're not what's on the
minds of people out in communitiss. The public responds

to these argumunts bacause they belisve that there are desper
vaiues in the landscape. They care about valuas--vaiues that

. are graunded in philosophical and religious visws of the land.

They ar¢ grounded in the deluge, Noah's ark, two by two, the
tovenant with the rainbow-—values that are rmuch deeper
and much more srofound than wiat you hear sciantists and
poiiticians tatking aboart. B

DA Geasaroots activists working on these issues are abvicus:
Iy fesling the same way, or they wouldn™t go dut and work for
practicaily na sy avd with very iitthe glory. Your leadecship
and inspiretion lave meant 3o iy, and will sursly ontinue ©
wdimmm;mmdeyﬁuhaptw&
daing aftet your tery: ends, whanaver that may bhe?

BB waeil, all | can tell you is what | dor't want to do, Thats
as far a5 rve Come, | don't want to practics law, | won't be a
loblyyist, snd t gon't want to run for elected office. Now my
wifs looks 8% me across the dinner table and says, “Weil .
what else do you know how 10 do7” But the rest of the

. world is # possibility, %
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New Hostilities
in California
Water Wars

w Resources: Calfed, a
Geyear-old effort at
compromise, appeared to be
unraveling untif late-night
mieetings produced results.

By NANCY VOGEL
TIMES ST AFS WRITER

SACRAMENTOast wesk's land-
mark agreement on how o solve Call-
Torpa’s worst water woes armved just
i Lme 10 revive The naLon's most am-
it effort 1o ase consensus, not the
caurls. 10 56ive tough natural resource
diigmmag
. "W have now extablished 2 new

culture.” said U.B. interor Secrstary
Bruce Babbitt on Frnday an the stepe
of the Capitol. where dozens of experts.
who are pad 1 fight over the division
of Cablora's waler among farmy, fish
sud kitchen faucels siood in rare
agreement.

In umliog tehing & plan forged m
ateragit meet,.ngs by top advisors 1o
Habbutt 2r0 Gav. Sray Davia, the o
ditional water warmors kept alive a
Sevenrodd federa) and state coalition
valled Calfed that sought to find com-
mon ground.

In revent montha, it was gelting 1o
be known as "Calfsil”

“We were facing the abyes,” said
David Hayes, deputy [ntenor secre
tary and key negotidtor, “The patience
level of folky wath the Caifed prcess
tad really frayed. The cease-fire was
abaut to be ifted.”

The attempt at cgﬁabm’atwn
through Calfed same only after ime
decades of ‘ogal snd political batlies
over ihe BacramenicBan Josgun
Deita; whose nvers are economically
and evolopeally entival o Galifornia
The document relsgsed Friday seemed
Lo reenergize environmentaiists, farme
wrg angd by wsier officials wemry of
endiess meetmgs and stodies. Many
ereddit Daviy and Babbint with senyng
ihal evervone who had put fath mn
{altwd needed bold devisiony—fast. |

Co@smma “nlilging eouldn’t go any
farther” sl Babbiul, wke has made
tepealed st (o Casfarua 1o keep
Culfed on track, The only sffort some
parabiz, he fwd. 5 W southern
Fionda's Evergisdes, wheee the fed-
eral government 1§ seighing an
$8-bithon plun 1o restore wetiands ang
improve farm and oy watar supplies,

The plan unvedled Friday 15 the
summary of what Caifed leaders exe
pect to adop! in 3 legally anding docy-
menat i Juiy. Indeedinal proiects
wizhin the pisd. such 35 the raising of
daras, st face years of reguiatory re
ViEW,

Caifed 5 expected o st B vears
and o8t mace than 10 bitien moax
doliare ang water fees. [t was lnunehed
m 1954 to make i SaeosmentoBan
Joagun River Deltz work etier 38
bath Oaliformia’s chief wellsprmg and s
mager migration path far
15.000-vearold species of imon

Poiitical and requiatory fOghung
over the Della srupisd n the 1970
when ologsts began 1o connect 1he
decimiation of native ligh o heavy
sumping by government waler prof
ects serving Southern Californm. Bate
ties have fared in Congress, couns,

the Capitol and ussortesd federal and

state agencies. Al worsened 1 the lue
1980s when a drought hit, and seversl
speries weres deemed 1o be threatened

with extinction, Water suppliey to -

farms and ciies were disrupted for the
sake of fish.
Finsdty, in 1994, warring pames

agreed Lo seek ways to bolster fish,

populations and stabilize the water e
liveries upon whuch so much of the
state depends,

“There are analogues.” Babbitt sad
of the compmmise ot there aren't
precedemts.”

When faderal and suate ieaders
launched Calied m=x years sgo, they
figured that water users and environ

rmentalists focked ia ihe same
rooms for thaysands of hours of
meeungs would reach thelr cwn
soiutions 1o Deita protdems

That didn't happen. Inatzad,
the Calfed taiks began 0 fose
iraction.

“1t ‘st got toc mpitx said
Felicla Marcus, regional adming
trator for the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. “When &
came down o what do we do. B
wag 100 hard for them. It's 2 quans
tum leap from the dinner-party
Jdiscussions of the perfect world to
what the heil do we do now?”

3o the leaders of the 14 tiffer
ant federal and state agencies
folded under Calted emptied the
mesting reoms of the so-caileg
“stakehotders™ and Rammersd ont
« pian,

“We said, thiss is what we beazd
aver the vears fram veu” jad
Marcus., “and now ihis s what
we're g0ing 1 do.”

dn Friday, Davis tad out a de-
tnied road map for Catled's next
seven years as “the lacgest and
Mmo3L comprehensive water pro-
gram in the world” The $8-billien
pian calls for the expansion of seve
aral reservoirs, Dsilon-doilar e
vestmenls o waler contervalion,
# $I5-ouilion annual waler user
1a¥ o be impased by the Legsia-
e, gestruction of some small
Norihern Californi dams ang res-
wration of weilands,

B alse wals for study of whete
10 Budld pew pipes and pumps o
add  fexsbility o a sprawhing
plumbing system that shults water
hundreds of miles from Redding
i Bakersfield, with the Delta at
18 heart,

"It meGuires everyone to share
i1 the sacnfice in order 16 share in
the progress.” Dawvia sad,

Democrade US Sen. Dianne
Feinstein, credited with helping to
furge the agreament. sad the oo
camon “ig the fret tume in zeven
years | can say P'm epturuatic Calt~
fornia Kas 3 chance o soive her
wiler problems,”

. Environmentalsts say the new
glem inchades too much constroce
tion s dam expansion, whith
they call an svolomcally hazard
cus throwback to Califorsua'y his
torye approach o expanding s
water supplies.

Bt they sve plsased by the
plar's heavy nessiment through
grims 0 iotal governmenis in
such walersaving ol o e
flushy sollets, Farmers, whe use
neurty 80% of (aliforma’s water,
say they woauld like to e new
dams buit soon bul are Satishied
that expansion of enning lakes
will Xelp xeep their canals full,
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Southern Califsrnia water proe
viders say they are mast Com
verned about high salt levels
Delia water. which limia they
LY 10 reuse (he water, The
watfed alap does st wmslutte 2
"paripraral canal” 1o deaw cleaner
Barramenio River water yround
she Udally influencad Della, butl 2
totlane encugh other measiges
v promises (o sausly the Metroe
poinan Water Distnict of Southern
California, said general manager
Ronald R, Gastelum, whese
URENCY Seils water 1d serve 17 rul-
Lion people.

"We feel good aboui this be
cause { ihink we've qucoesded m
pulling water quality (oagual a8
a Laited concern with water sup-

JN 1 2 apg

sy he sag,

Water: Pushing Into the Future

Forty vears after Califormang approved con
structwon of the massive State Water Proect,
Gov, Gray Davis and Secretary of the Intenor
Bruce Babbitt have launched an ambitious
plan to satisfy water supply demands for the
next 40 vears. But this is & far different devel
apment than Gev, Pat Browsy's project of 1980,
a classie engineening scheme of one glant dam
and reservorr al Orovidie linked by a 444-mule
aqueduct 1o farms in the San Joaguin Valley
and water users throughout ¢oastal Southem
Califernia. The concept was simple; collect the
water in the north and ship it seuth,

The new plan 13 just ag vital to the state's
continued growth and economic viability as
Brown's but far more complex and difficult to
grasp, Essentially, it s a jigsaw array of indi-
vitdual projects 1o restore the environment,
protect endangsred fsh. shore up flood con-
Lrol, improve the quality of water shipped to
Soumthern California, reciaim used water and
conserve more water beth sbove and below
ground a8 2 cushion against drought,

Pieture Pat Brown's project a8 a single tele
phone Hne linking two parties at either end of
the gtate. The Davig-Babbitt plan is maore like
the Internst. The framework-developed in
conjunction with a group of state and federaf
agencies known as CalFed axd scores of inter
est groups—reaches into virtually every cor-
ner of the state in many different ways.

Like Brown's plan, financed by a
£1.75bilflon bond issue, the cogt for the
CalFed water project 18 enormous, estimated
at $10 billion over the next 30 yeary,

in Southern California, the plan will stabi-

lize the regron’s supply so that water rationing
15 lesy likely during droughts, Another banefit
18 the promise of igher-quality water shipped
from the Sacramento-San Josqun Deita near
Sacramento 1o the Metrepolitan Water Dis-
triet, which serves about 17 million cusiomens
i Southern California. The Sate Water Pror
2ct supplies have become increasingly salty as
ihe della environment has degraded, espe-
cially in low-fow periods. The MWD needs
ity water from the defia to mix with
the highly saline water it imports from the
Colarado River, CaiFed will deliver that,

The new Dawvis-Babbitt plan s 2 fragile po-
litical structure designed to salisfy ihe de-
mands of farmery, businesses, urban waler
raanagers, fish biologists and environmental
groups. Six months ago. 1t appesred that years
of iations toward 2 consensus had failed,
But Babhitt refused to It CalFed die. Work-
ing tirelesaly, and with the heip of Sen. Dianne
Feingtein (D+Calif), he enlisted Davis in the
struggle. Together, Babbitt and Daviy wrote
an innovative plan that hag broad support, al-
though no group ts wiiling to embrace every
element, -

Much work remains. The waiar coslilion
must hoid logeiher and produce 2 final envi-
sonmental document this summer. Key paria
of the plan mum be ratified by Congresy and
the Lepsisture, The project wili demand a
strong governing structure that has the confi-
dence of all the participating parties. The key
breakthrough has been made, The only direcs
tion for the new Ualifornia water plan must be
forwrard,
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State, U.S. move to end water
wars

$10 billion agreement balances needs of bay, delta,
farms, cities

By Paul ROGERS

Mercury News

Sesking to end decades of battles over water, one of Califomnia’s
most contentious issues, Gov, Gray Davis and U S, Interior
Secretary Bruce Babbitt have arrived at a fragile,
multbillion-dollar truce among farmers, environmentalists and
thirsty Cities.

The agreement outlines a $10 billion blueprint for the next 30
years. Its goal: to restore the health of Sant Francisco Bay and its
ecologically struggling delta, the state’s largest source of fresh
water, while providing a more reliable water source for farms and
cities,

The plan does not call for the construction of any major new
dams in California, cither on rivers or as off-siream reservoirs,
according to numerous water experts who have seen preliminary
copies of the agreement during meetings in Davig’ office this
week.

It also abandons the Peripheral Canal, 2 highly controversial plan
rejected by stae voters in 1982 to build a 45-mile concrete canal
around the gastern end of the deita to more sasily move water 10

Southern California.

Instead. the 50-page sumimary scheduled to be unveiled at a
Sacramento news conference on Friday recommends raising the
height of the dam on the state's largest reservoir, Shasta Lake
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Los Vagueros Reservoir in Contra Costa County, and Nooding
various low-lying isiands in the delia to create new storage for
billions of gatlons of warer.

The plan also recommends fixing hundreds of miles of aging
levers across Noathern California, expanding environmental
restoration projects in wetlands and salmon streams, and storing
more waler in underground aquifers. It would widen conservation
and water recycling programs statewide and reform complex
laws {0 allow farmers 1o more easily sell water 1o cities.

Perhaps most noteworthy Wednesday, however, was that
farmers, environmentalists and urban water managers -- all of
whom have spent 20 vears in lawsuits against each other -
appeared to be generally in agreement that they will support the
plan based on what they know so far,

“It's not perfect. But [ am optimistic that there is enough theee
keep avervbody at the able,” said Greg Zlotnick, board chairman
of the Santa Clara Valley Water Distrigt.

The Santa Clara Valley Water District, which serves 1.7 million
people in Silicon Valley, draws 50 percent of its water from the

deha,

““This is the mulestone that will set the direction for water over
the next generation if done right,” said Mike Wade, executive
director of the Cakiformia Farm Water Coaliion, based in
Sacramento.

*We have benefited from the planning and projects of the past.
It"s time for cur gmcmwn 1o prepare for the needs of the future,”
Wade said.

Environmentalists were pleased the plan does not call for huge
new concrete projects, which they argue kill wildlife to provide
taxpayer-subsidized water (o farmers. Farmers were pleased they
won some new starage. And cities said the plan appeared to help
improve drinking water quality and reliability.

“There are things we doa't like, but this moves the beast
forward,” said Tom Graff, a ssnior attomey for Environmental
Defense, an Oakland-based environmental group.

**Stepping back from it, | give Gray Davis points for politcal
courage and saying let's move,” Graff said. ~ You can'tdo

something like this without breaking some ¢ggs.”

California’s water problem i3 simple. Much of the state is arid.
San Jose averages about 14 inches of rain a year, for example,

-
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- three inches less than Casablanca. Morocco.

Two-thirds of the rain falls in the north. But two-thirds of the
people live in the south. From the 1930s to the 1970s. state and
federal engineers bu.it the largest svstem of dams, canals and
pumps in the world to move Sierra Nevada snowmelt to Central
Valley farms and to cities from San Jose to Los Angeles.

The economy prospered. But the deita suffered.

Delta detalls

- At 738,000 acres, the delta is nearly the size of Yosemite

National Park. A network of sloughs. islands, marshes and
reclaimed farmland stretching from Sacramento to San Francisco
Bay, it was once thick with millions of birds and teeming with
salmon. But the delta began 1o decline in the late 1800s when

. farmers and city builders diked, drained and filled its wetlands.

Today, the delta still provides a-home to more than 54 types of
fish, 225 bird species and 52 mammal species.

Yet huge diversions of water -- sucked by pumps near Tracy and
sent south in aqueducts -- have driven fish such as the winter-run
chinook salmon and delta smelt to the endangered list.

Meanwhile, the delta provides drinking water for 22 million
Californians and irmigation for the Central Valley, which
produces 43 percent of U.S. fruits and vegetables.

In 1994, after decades of Ia;vsuits. Gov. Pete Wilson and the .
Clinton admunistration formed a team of state federal and state
agencies known as CalFed to find a solution.

The group, which now includes 18 government agencies, held
hundreds of public meetings and conducted countless studies
under mountains of paperwork, punctuated with bureaucratic
jargon impenetrable to all but the most hardy water lawyers and

experts.

Friday's announcement is a summary of CalFed's final
environmental impact statement, which is due to be released in
July. '

Details were still being drafted Wednesday by state and federal
officials. : .

Babbitt's staff did not return calls, and Davi§' staff declined
comment. :
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The pian's individual parts require appraval from Congress and
the state Legisiature, Funding will come from tax money, user
fees and bond aets, such as the 31.9 billion water bond,
Proposition 13, passed by Culifornia voters in March.

About the agresmuoent

According to sousces familiar with the plan, it inctudes:

Storage: Providing roughly | million acre-feet of new water
storage in four projects, the plan would enlarge Shasta and Laos
Yaqueros reservours and flood jow-lving delta istands protected
by levees. It would draw water from canals in dry years before it
flowed into San Luis Reservoir near Log Banos, 3 lake that
cannot be completely drained because of water quality problems
at low levels. An acre-foot is about 326,000 gallons, enough fora

_ family of four for two years,

Environment: Alrzady, CalFed has spent about 3220 mitlion in
state and federal money removing smali dams, insalling fish

" screens on pumps and restoring wetlands, That work would

continue. The plan would set up an “environmental water bank”
of about 380,000 acre-feet. Government officials would buy
water and set it aside for fish in dry years.

- Guaraniees: Farmers support a provision that would sstablish a

““no surprises” policy for endangered species. Under the plan,
farmers and cities would be guaranteed certain levels of water,

- sven if new fish or other species are added to the endangered list

that otherwise could limit their pumping.

Transfers: The plan seeks to reform rules to make it easier for
cities 1o buy water from farmers volunteering to sell it. Farmers
use 79 percent of California’s water.

Water quality and conservation: The plan calls for new efforts 1o
clean up abandoned mines that pollute streams, and to offer
incentives for farmers and citizs w reduce runoff {rom pesticides,
fertilizer and other toxins. [t directs governments 10 provide
rebates for low-flush toilets and low-flow shower heads, as well
as drip irrigation on cTOpS, 10 conserve water.

Jason Peltier, manager of the Central Valley Project Water
Associaton, said that farmers wanted more limits on the power
of federal agencies 1 reduce water flows because of endangered
species. But he said farmers will be pleased that there is some
new storage. Davis and Babbitt appear to have found a way to
increase storage without drawing mass ire from

* anvironmentalists. “
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U Cenainty there's going 10 be some grumbling,” Peltier said.
" But this does move the ball down field. [t sets us on a good
Course [ improve our water supply and quality.”

[F YOURE INTERESTED
For mare informanon about CalFed, ses hiltndicgiled.ca.gov

Contact Paul Rogers at amm@xmw or (408)
9205045,
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Restoring Our Natural Heritage

Bruce Babbitr

bave had 2 jot of cothe-ivb aining n my seven
years a5 Secretary of the Interion, Expecially with
endangered species. In the process § was yor
prised 10 discover that our rivers are the oSt
teglecied and degraded of 2l of our ecosystems; fully
38 percant of Hsted species ane fish and other aquatic
speries: the salmon in the Northwest, the dejiz smels
w1 San Franciseo Bay, the slvery minoow i the Rio
Grande. the pallid sturgeon in the Missouri and 3 greas
variery of fresh wager mussels in the southern Ap
palachians, The message is plain-—h is the rivers that

mos need our arrention.

On reficction it is really po surprise that our rvers
are in crisis. Rivers gathor their waters from hundreds
of sributaries dhar cotlect poliuted waters from cities,
farms. 2nd SDotones scross the waiershed. Rivers ignone
state Hnes and other political boundarics, making ivdil
ficult to coordintte cleanup offorss. To eRore our wa-
ters Wil regihse 2 sow panon! parmership for
watevshed mstorston-—fnanced by the rivers thaw-
seives from the revenues they gencrate. .

1 began 1o yndersiand 1ivers a5 2cosystems when,
1 1993, this sdwministrarion adopted 3 comprehensive
plan to protect the spotied owt in the old grownth
forests of the Pacific Nortrwest, Ia rhar plag wve 3350
to0k SRS to prosect the saltnon streas io dhe forests
by designating “badffer zooes® along serezms where po
lopging could ke place. Yot oven 23 we miplemenmed
these unprocedomied provections, it was becoming ciear
that they waould mor be enough o save the saimon,

The Snike River chinook samon fuserates why it
begins its faBl spawning rem by leaving the ocegn and
heuding up the Cohunbia River, vhrough the coastal
ranges, asvoss the deserts of aastern Washingron, and

+ then up the Sazke River into the mountains of Idaho, 2

jauroes of some 9500 miles, Break oue fink anywhere in

thar $00-cuibe river passage and the salmon is in mouble;

the broken Bnk could be a0 impassable dam, 100 much
setiment washing igo gravel spavwning beds, increased
wWater temperatare frosn ciear-aunring, indasariz] dis
charges or 4 hundred other causes. To save the saimon
run w will have to restore the entire warershed.
There are comparable conditions io river ¢cosys
tezms throughott the country. Comsider the Mississippi,
[rawn on the Mississippt Delta is a dmeless wonder;
flocks of trown pelicans criiss Jow aoness the waters,
the caffeccokored river wazers sprooad {D greay lobes

My Bablyics is Secresary of the U8 Ieportnsent of tive Iiterion
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2cross the gudf waters. Bur fook closer and vou will e
% sick river sysiem The deltx setdands. an area roughly
the sixe of New jersev.—built up over the millenniz—
are diszppearing beneath the waters it the me of 40
square miles 2 vezr. Out in the Gulf, the sparkling sea
whater is % blue wash over a dead zone thar extends
weseward o Texas, whers the marine life is dving, 25
phyxiated by fertitizer residue washing down from
farmiagds 2 thowsind mites upriver.

in Califorrda the vast infand delm of che Sacmamen-
to River i5 aiso floundering beneath e waeers of San
Francisto by The salmon and steeihead runs thar
spawn up e the foothills of the Sicrr are disappear-
ing, dont in by the cumulatve effects of water poihe
tiog. dams, bad management practices aad excessive
diversions,

Down on the Mexican border, the deim of the Cob
orado River i Mlatlining, bled to the brink of biclogica
deith by vpstrean diversions into irvigadon canals and
aqueduces tha feed Los Angeies, Las Vegas, and Phoenix.
A once hush, fvering forest weaning with migrasory wo-
revfowt and the clusive laguar is pow d saly flae

fardy on io this administration, we selectad the Flod
% Everglades as the plice to chart 2 aow course of wa
tershed restoration. The Everglades was 3 logicl piace
o broak with the past for at least 2o peasons: K cone
eains 2 imporraot zod highly visihle sitonal park, and

Florida residents, eager to protect the eovironmenn! vak

ues that brought moe of thern 1o Flovids in e Srse
place, ware ready 10 support 4 compreliensive restora- |
gon program. 5 I went 1o south Florida to size up the
sttuation. g an st boat we pushexd through sew grass
swaznps enveloped in a2 blosgreen workd of sky and
water and kind. 1z ait seemed $o vaxt and indescrucibie.
Now ook again. The specmcabar army of wading
bisds, morks, cgrets, roseate spoonhitis, ibis zod herens
that have apracted bind watchers since the daws of
Teddy Roosevel are pow hard 1o Sod Along the
drainape caads, huge thickers of cavals, siindaed by
phosphiorus poilution, are obliverating the suwgrzss

‘swamplands, The seaside spaTow is almost cxtindt, 28

breeding ¢ede disrapeed by ereatic waier flows, The
discordant petes muldply, echoing through the swamps
and cypress forests. ‘

We stopped ar oue of gt hardwood hamusocks,
st} reanshaped istands, pulied our owr maps and
chares, and teded 10 imagine the future. The scientists
roviewed oogoiug effons 1o control phasphiomus pofiu
von leaching frown the upsarears sugar Hekis, They dis-
cussed effors 1o modify scasonal waler fiows
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recyeae 3 more natueal hvdrograph and they spilled
out their frusizztions, telling e that wving to resiore
this werland SousVYSIam 2 fow 20Tes 21 2 Hme was
bourd (o &Gil Working without an overnsli plas was like
trying o it the pleces of 3 huge figssw purzzle withow
the boxmop o guide them,

By the time we loft, the sky was thick with thun-
derclouds, the min was beginaing, and we had agreed
on @ plan of action. First, we tad 10 serde opgoing ik
gavon over pollwed ruc off from upstream sugar plan-
tagons, Legaton drives stakeholders apart, while
restoration mguires ¢ Commansgendz; we couldn’t
pull in opposite direcrions u the same tme. Then the
scienrists began work on documenting the complex
wer cycles and scoiogical relanionships wirhio the
sys2ern. We had 10 establish a cdear reszoration objed-
tive by reference o the original undisturbed sysiern of
whicli we knew very Hole

Toiad@monﬁmcﬁonwwmﬁ&tyap
preciating the irony, to the Army Corps of Enginesrs.
For it was the Corpe that had pushed Humpey off the
wall ir: the frst place by chopping up and doxining the
Evergiades in the name of floed control and sugar fam-
ing. Last fuiy, Vice Presiders Gore presented to Conr
gress o completed restoradion plas, which arvisions a
ToAenry-PELr PrOgram costing upward of $6 tillion, to be
shared exqually between the federad government and the
Stxe of Florida. That is an unprecedented connmitment
6 erosystens restoration and the prospects for zotion
on the phn look quite positve, To evaluare the chances
of success, ope aeed ORlY 1 ook hack 2t Qur progress
over the Lt seven vears, 1o vhut dme, the federaistue
parmership kas spent more than a billion dollars clean-

_ing up phosphorus pofiurion, consrucang ghant Sl

vioR basins, restaring the Kissimymes Rieer v its parural
chanae! and acguiring more than g bundred thousand
aores of land for water gorge.

Ciose op the Brerglades initative came another ap-
peartundry, ax the opposite end of the coustry, ip Califore
mia, The probiem in Calfforniz is thar exploding urbes
populations and ity fums have pamped 50 much warer
ot of the river spsterms that ontire fvers are going dry,
rexhacmg stocapbeds 10 dusty mripes of dead s,

1o California, water rigaricn is 2 way of Hfe thar
began with the gald rash and has never ceased, - Now,
with the salmors runs faling and the threat of Fndan

gered Species Act repulation, the citics, farmers aod en-
siroamentdists were GUCe again prepaning 1o ight it
ot i the courts for thelr sinre of the i,

Thes, at the coarthouse steps. the parties pairsed
o reconsiger We then began sonths of pegotiaton
thar yosolied in 4o interin sgresnent kpown as the Bay
Dedta Accord, 10 govert the water depicrion while the
parties reached for 2 broader permaacnr resoiution. As
i Florida, the pardes (waterahirsty Citios in soathern

California, Barooers in mmm,mmmdm‘

rovgxentalises) eveataily conchaded th:zpwcmmim
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tusons were msufficiens and that only a comprehensive
plan sddressing &l facess of waier supply and waer

shed restoration woukl suffice. The result {5 1 state-Ffed-

eral parnership known as Caf Fed that is preparing 2
comprehensive plan f0or restorason of the satire Cen-
1eal Valiey Tiver systern. The plan inclodes leved set.
backs and restoration of food piains, manimum
seasonal flow standards, water Hualivy measwes and in
centives for warer transfers. and more efficiant water
use both in citics and on the fann.

During these negotiations, | wen oug (o e 2
restoration project that ix pars of the Cal Bed plar. We
gatherad at 2 farm on Bume ek, north of Sacramen-
o, Acraally, we warm thore 1o ok down the McPherrin

Daxa, 3 ssmall dhversion suacture Mocking saimon migra-

von te the foothills of the Sicxra Nevadz As we
ponnded away with our ceremonial sledechammers,
Laverne McPherrin, whose fanily had bailt the diver
sion dans 2 hulfcenuary ago, locked on and aiked nos
algically abour how jmportant that dam had been to
his family wnd thelr farm. But he sckoowledped 1o us,
somewhat relnctndy, tar 2 newly instatled siphon sys
e would 4o fust as weil, He wondeared atoud
whether e salmon would really reoprn, He dido’t
have 10 wiit long. The following spring, 20,000 cohe
samon swmed upstreug, past v remains of the
dam, homing in on their apcestaal spawning grounds.
Da removal will be an iznportant part of river
restoration programs throughout the coumuy. There are
more than 75,000 hrge dans o our TiveT $ystems, gmny
of them buill 4 corfury or hore ago without regard to
destructive npacts. Dans are sot the pyrammids of

Egypt They are not meam v lasx forever, and when they

tirve served idir porpose they sbould come dowss,

The pace of dam removal i acovlerating. I Maise,
the Edwards Drem ar the mowth of the Kenacheok
River, bailt i 1937 g0 power texeide mills, bas st been
preached, gpening scveral hundred miles of prime niver
nabitat for salmon, shad and berring. In Washingon
Seare 3 wEkty company has just apsounced an igroe
mens 1o remove the Comdit Das at the mouth of the
White Szimoes River. Tweo duis on the Edwsh River thie
Dlock mbson passage into te hear of Clyinpic Nation
al Pad aze 3000 1O Come down.

These dams are coming down a5 the soaibt of pro-
sion winich periodically redicenses peezeely ovwned dams
thuz penerate power. Faced with mitigation requre-
ments, sich s% badiding raly effective fish taaders, ey
CWETs are reexarnining the coonomic foroes and Con-
cluding thae the dams are no Jonger cost effective to

. maigtain. Future FERC reboemsing proceedings will be o

Freen when 2 dam doesti’t come down, its opera
rions ¢an often be madified 10 2id v rver mestoration,
For exampie, construction of Gden Canyon Daw op the
Colorads River fast above the Grand Cangon chminared
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the scasonat flooding that restored sediment 10 the

beaches along the river in the Grifd Canvon, After

carefud scientific study. the opemdon of the dam has
bern modified (o release acuficial floods 10 rebuild

downsirexm beaches.

Mearrerhile, the Califrnia Plan, in the form of a
draft programmatic snvironmental stremeny is ncaring
completon. And, just 25 in Florida, the Cal Ped partner.
ship has draewn down almose $1 billion for river -
provements {with vorer approval of water boads for
the state share} inctuding retiring of itigated land, fish
sereens ot water pumps, and levee sethacks, The
exprging sucoess of river restoration in Florida and Calk
iforniz incvimbly lexds us back 10 the mMissiscippi, for

' the Father of Warers will supely be the Mother of 2l
restoration afforts. The Missistion! and its mibutarios
drain thirey<dowr states, more than €0 percent of the sur
fce area of the condguous fortweight states, And this
tiver, the most intensively ranaged and manjpulated of
2} of our river systems, is 2 heavily sedated captive of
the Corps of Engineess.

The very notion of rantroducing natore back into
this river seszem seemed Grdvrchod. At least 1 died uniil
1993, when the river ouce again swakenod, hroke loose
fromn (S Caprors and Went Off 2 SEVOR-SIRLE ramipape, or
undating millions of scres of Grmbaxd, After the
cleanup, howevey, we commissioned & "lessons jearnad”
sindy 1o see what, if anything, could be dooe 1o i
prove river management. The resylting s5udy, kuown as
the Calloway Report after its principal author, cosctud
o that e river would behave beter if given some s
pervised release and allowed 10 oKD 1O some of I
old neighborboods, Sharing ibe Coullenge: Floodpisain
Management jrito e 21st Century; The Report of the
Inzergpency Floodpiain Managernent Review (ommid
tew {1998), Flnod dagage. Gallowsy sid, could be di-
minished by ailereting the river to wander abowt i
parts of its oid flood plain, theredyy providing space for
the river w sprosd o ar flood szage, sopping up foxd
warey nsead of frcing evets more warey dOwnsTean.

Last sumpaer, § visited with Senator Bob Ecrrey to
mspeck onc of his Grvorie projecys, & oW Galloway-
style restoragion projecs on the Missourd River, Legving
Omaha we oavehd upstrenm Along a river tult resemr
bled a ship channebsiack water bordered by icvees
and corn Scids growing up o water’s edge. Then we
came t0 the project ax the Boyer Natiopal Wikilife
Refuge, It was like Sepping buack to the time of Lawis
#0d Chrk. The kevees have been méwad Back. The
Corps of Engineers hes arned water cat of the maip
steam inte 24 Mocked and abaodoned skic chanos!,
recreating an iskand, its banks frioged with thickess of
willows and 3 profusioa of young sOGoawond trees,
Nature, ket @ fts own devices, i3 ao exoelient gardener,
Boyor is 2 restoration mode] thas can be replicated op
Irundreds of tribusaries i the Mississippi Basin, Migr
tory wazexfowr] and coxiangerned species such as the
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paddiefish and the pallia sturgeon will benefir,

The Mississippi-Missouri River basin is $0 vast and
includes o many states that 3 comiprehiensive resior.
Hon pian is not yet within reach, (The Evergludes and
the Califsrnia Deldta, for 3} their complexizy, are singlc-
state projects.y Meanwhile, however, the basin stares are -
initiacdng efforts that will become g huilding dblodks of
a larger stair-federal parmership. in the Plane River
basin, three states are workiog topether o assuee mink
mumn fows and restore habitat for tnperiied whooping
andt ssnchill cranes, And the five states of the Upper
Mississipoi have parnered with federal ageacies o o
wte g ongoing environmental assessnan: of the river
ecnsystem. The vear 2002 will mark the biceotennit of
Lowis and Chark and their epic vovage of discovery, The
year 2002 woukd aiso be an idesi weget for lnmching 2
basitrwide vopape of restoration.

‘The problem that best ithistrates thie geed for bas
ireride planming is that dezd zone spreading acyoss the
Gulf of Mexico, Techusicalty called 1 hypotic zoac, it is
the cumnubaive reailt of g MANAFEINLNY pracuices
dhroughout the entre river basin. Phosphorus and of
trogen ferdlizers are assential for midwestern agricud
rare, Dt excess fotilizer washes a2y (o run OFf,
increzsing in voiume as the river collects water from its
sryriad wiburarics. Deposited in Gulf water, ehese Bt
ents stixmulare the growth of algae thar eventually sink
and decay, taking up available oxygen and ifling mis
rizse life, The appearance of hyporia and gther water
guality problerns brings another player to the table—
e favironmental Protection Agency. So<alled nop-
potar source polivtion, i the form of run off from
forestry, urban developmeant, and other types of land
use, is 3 asajor uaresolved s in sdmipistration of the
Clean Warer Act. EPA has now taken the initianive, calk
ing, upon the states 10 devie cffoctive Measires & Con-
win contaminazed nun Off fromo the hand.

At the local level, grassrootls watershed councils are
demonsming their «ffecriveness. in Porthand, Oregos.,
chisrch groups are planting sthaonberfy aod sayal to
stabilkze: steecary bapks. s Seaxie, school childrm plant.
et salmon Ly in Piper Creek and warched them serarn
in the pext spowering cycie. In Peaosyivania, s jocal
ind vrust is propering an open space plan osatered en
the Brandywine River and its tributaries,

We urgensty noed 1o devise 8 comprehensive
stse-federal restorarion program for 2l of gur tiver

. busigs. We need to be s 16 include {odian gridal gov-

ermnnrents s reROTRon progmam. These effors
arust be matched with 2 foderal reponse. Aad @ goosdt
pm:gbcw&ﬁy{cﬁmcﬁngmmwm
miwatically tuve dooe the Most 16 dredge barge chan.
it conmol and hydropower-ihe Corps of Eogineers
and e Burean of Bechamarion. These: development
pmﬁwaﬂmmbmcﬁzs have wershot the mark,
(Contirmed em page 211)
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 proving that Mae West was ®rong—-too much of 2 good

tung is bad for gur river ecosvstems.

The cors problem ts that traditional fload control
i PeClamation projects generate hrdropower fév.
enues that keep rolling in, in an endless stream, generac
ing demands for sl more projects. Those revenue
streams could e the funding source for 2 national river
rESoraton program. It is now tioe o pedirect these
revesues o Brnance 2 uly pational river restonton
partership with the suites and the tribes. it will, how.
ever, ke an intensive grassroos affort 10 persuade
Congress 1o root ot obsoldte programts and o plant
these initiatives m their piace.

The banefies of iver restoradon also exend Ito
the cammiunitics where we ive. Whesn § Srst sy the

Pororiac River as 2 college student, it was mank with
e sewage, it banks strewn with teast. The histeric
C&C lanal and 13 Wowpath were (0 be filled in zndt
paved over for 3 {recway

Today | v ncar the banks of thar same rovey, now
cieancd up and resiored, The striped bass and shad
have recurned, 1ong with e DS eagles and cor
morants and osprey, On 2 swnmer day, Bamilics picnic
or the grass by the ofd Jockdeeper’s house, the river is
crowded with ssdl boats, and the oerpath is alive =iy
bikers and joggers. Ry restoning these seadrs wr have
350 restored the communixy. Yot even here, our voyage
of restoratica is not complere, There i$ still an ypriver
dam biocking fish passage, and in 2 fow weeks T will be
owt with the siedgebammer (o start taking it down. 2

Tribal Rights -
{Continued from page 165}

Meeting Conservation Goals through
Cooperative Management .

Beyvond its substantive provisions, the Secrevarial
Order addresses procodural concerns by encouraging
measingiil consultation and inergovemments part-
nerships. See, ez, Secreteial Onderapp. $$6.8A0 1t
Jdirecys FW3S and NMFS to provide assistance for the
development of ikl consenanian plans. Secremarial
Ordger § 5, pring. A When soch placs are i plice,
they shouk! be given defereace. i prioe. X8), and
Mxmnwmmwmammmmm
prudent zherpatives to activites that woukd jeopardiae
2 Bsted species or adversely modify oritical abige, app.
§ 3CORYa), ¢, In addition, the Secrecarial Order
SOOOMIARES intergoveramenis agreements and habioet
conservztion phany for manageryent of midtnrisdic.
donal ecosystems and conservation of both Bsted and
senditive species. See id.§ 2(E). .

Coopesative agreernents, inchuding Oodnasigennent,
provide one of the most effnctse webocies for harmoaiz-
Giaven the United Stmes” wrust responsihility and seif
Setevmination policy, and dwe tribes” inginate knowledge
of rescrvation $ESOUNCES, CO-MIANAPTMEnt Igrevmens
Appropriate when federal agendins aseery contrak owey
wilkdlife and ity abiae on Indian jand. Comurmgenent
agrecinents may also be appropriate for some anzs o
side of reseroanion bonndaries.

Although the Secremrial Order phinly acknowt
edpes thar oribes are the proper povernmantal eoxities

NRAY, Winzer 2000

o tarage tribad lands and resources, Seovemsial Order §
5, princ. 3(8), i fallx shost of providing them with

Rl decisionapaking authority, rvesn fOr Coreserve

tion tribal resonrnes. Federal agencies are oficn rehue-
Lt Lo agree 1o Al Comanagesent authority, partcy
lardy where public 2eds are invoived, fearing that tribes
will exorcise 3 "wero” over win agencies regarst to be
discretionary dcHvity.
Dwmmmmmwmmfm
resources has been employed sucoessfully to svoid U
garion aod (0 resolve ongoing disputes Over treary
sitered into agreemenss with tribes for the manage-
ment of fishery resources both within reservicions aad
beyood. The Cohumnbia River lotertribal Fsh
Comenisgon, comprised of the Nez Perce Tribe and the
Confederated Teibes of the Umadia, Warm Springs and

- Yakama indian Nations, performs an sctive and inregral

roie in the cogauagement of saloon and sioetheasd in
e Pacific Northwest, It mandges the harvest of speif-
ic runs, a5 woll 15 seasons and harchery production, and

places heavy emphasis o resourcs managemnent, lociud

ing tastream flosws and riparian habim protection and
wexrAUSTORY.HTM (vished Jutie 24, 1999, The CRIF(
empioys & weilrespected sl of botogists 2 other
sojestists, along with enforcement officers. Wilkinson,
Indiay: Tridsal Rigbes avid the National Forests, 34 a0
L Rev. ar 448-49. The vechupical and scientific expertise
of CRIFC 1 “sexond 0 pope” (o saimon managemers.
CaARERS B SFRRINGGR, CROSSING THE NEXT MIRIDIAN: LAND,
WaTER AXp THE FuTURE OF THE WisT 213 (1992,
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I have had a iot of onethe-job training in my seven years as Secretary of the Interior. Especially with endangered
species. In the process T was surprised 10 discover that our rivers are the most neglected and degraded of it of sur
ecosysterns; fully 33 persent of listed species are fish and other aquatic species: the salmon in the Northwest, the
¢eita smelt in San Francisco Bay, the silvery minnow in the Rio Grande, the pallid sturgeon in the Missouri and a
great variety of fresh water mussels in the sczzzhmz A;zgaia:ﬁzans The message is plain-it is the rivers tha: most need
our auention,

On reflection it js really no surprise that our rivers are in erisis. Rivers gather their waters from burireds of
tributaries that collect pollwed waters from cities, farms, and factories across the watershed. Rivers ignore stue lines
and other political boundaries, making it difficult to coordinate cleanup efforis. To restere our waters will require a
new national pannerskip for watershed restoration-financed by the rivers themselves from the revenugs they
genersie.

i began o understand rivers as ecosystems when, in 1993, this administration adopted a comprehemsive plan 1o
protect the spatted owl in the old growth foresis of the Pacific Nonhwest. In that plan we alsp took steps 0 protect
the salmon streams in the forests by designating “buffer zones™ along streamss where no logging coukd take place. Yer
even as we implemented these unprecedented protections, it was becoming clear that they would not be enough (o
save the salmon.

The Snake River chinook salmon itlustrates why. It begins its fall spawning run by leaving the ocean and heading up
the Columbia River, through the coastal ranpes, across the desens of eastern Washington, and then up the Snake
River into the mounisins of Idaho, a journey of some %00 miles. Break one link anywhere in that 900-mile river
passage and the salmon i in tronble: te broken Hnk could be an impassable dam, too much sediment washing into
gravel spawning beds, increased water temperature from clear-cutting, indusuial discharges or 3 hundred mher
causes. To save the salmon run we will have 1 restore (he entire watershed,

There are comparable conditions in river ecosystems throughout the country, Consider the Mississippi. Dawn on the
Mississippi Delta is a timeless wonder; flocks of brown pelicans cruise low across the waters, the coffse-colored river
waters spread in grem fobes across e guif waters, Bot lovk closer and you will see a sick river system. The dekha
wetlands, ap area roughly the size of New Jerzey-built up over the millennia--are disappearing beneath the waters at
the rate of 40 square mites a year. Ow in the Gull. the sparkling sea water is a biue wash over a dead zone tha
exends westward 1o Texns, where the marine life is dying, asphyxiased by {ertilizer residue washing down from
farmilands a thousand wales upriver,

In California the vast intand delta of the Sacramsnio River is also floundering beneath the waters of San Franciseo
hay. The salmon and steelhead runs that spawn up into the foothills of the Sierra are disappearing, dong In isy the
cummulative effects of water pollution, dams, bad management practices and excessive diversions,

Down on the Mexican border, the delta of the Colorado River is flat-lining, bled to the brink of binlogical death by
upstreans diversions s drrigation canals and agquedurts that feed Los Angeles, Las Vegas, and Phoenix. A oncee lush,
viverine forest teeming with migratory waterfow! and the elgsive japuar is now a salt fiat.

Eariy on in this atministtstion, we seiected the Florids Everglades as the place (o chart a new course of watershed
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restoration. The Everglades was a logical place 1o break with the past for at least two reatons: It gontains an
important and bighly visible pational park, and Florida residents, sager o protect the environmeniat values that
broughi most of them o Florida in the first place, were ready © supptst a comprehensive restoration prograr. So i
went 10 south Florids to size up the situation. On an air boat we pushed through saw grass swamps saveloped in 2
biue-green world of sky and water and land. It all seerned 30 vast and indestructible.

Now look again. The speciacular array of wading hirds, storks, egrets, rosemte spoonbills, ibis and herons that have
anracied bird watchers since the days of Teddy Rocsevell are now hard to find. Aloag the drainage canals, huge
thickets of cattails, stimplated by phosphorus polhudion, are obliieraiing the sawgrass swampiands. The scaside
sparrow is atmost extinel, i breeding cycie disrupted bv erratic water flows, The discordant notes smoliiply, echoing
through the swamps and cypress forests.

We stopped 2t one of the hardwood hammocks, small ear-shaped isiands, pulled ont Oy maps and chants, and ried
1o imagine the funore. The sciemisis reviewed ongoing effons 1o conwrol phosphorus pollution lesching from the
upstrearn sugar ficids. They discussed effons o modify sessonal water flows w 148 recreate 3 more natursl
hvdragraph and they spilled out thelr frustrations, teiling me that trying 1o restors thiy welland ecosystem 3 few acres
@ a time was bound to fail. Working without an overall plan was fike wrying o fit the picces of a huge }igsaw puzzle
withaut the boxtop 1o guide them,

By the time we lefi, the sky was thick with thuaderclouds, the rain was beginning, and we had agreed on a plan of
action. Firse, we had 1w settle ongoing lidgation over polivted run off from upstréam sugar plantations. Litigation
drives stakeholders apan, while resioration Tequires a common agenda; we couldn't pull in opposite directions at the
same time. Then the scientists begap work on documenting the complex water cycles and ecolopical relationships
within the system. We had {0 establish a clear restoration objective by reference 10 the original vadisturbed system of
which we knew very little,

Te lead the restoration effort we turned, fully appreciating the irony, to the Ammy Corps of Engineers, Por it was
the Corps that had pushed Humnpty off the wall in the first place by chopping up and draining e Everglades in the
name of flood control and sugar farming. Last July, Vice Presidemt Gore presented o Congress owr completed
restoration ptan, which envistons & twenty- year program costing upward of 36 billion, w be shared equally between
the federal government and the Siate of Florida. That is an unprecedented commitment (O €Cosysiem restoration and
the prospects for action on he plan look quite positive. To evaluate the chances of success, one need only to look
back at our progress over the lase seven years, In that time, the federal-state partnership has spent more than & billion
dollars cleaning up phosphorus pollution, constructing giam fifiration basing, restoring the Kissimmer River w i
naiural channe! and acquiring more than 2 hundred thousand acres of fand for waler storage.

© Close on the Evergiades initiative came another opportunity, &t the opposite end of the country, in California. The
sroblemn in California is that exploding urban populations and city farms have pumped so much water out of the river
sysiems thai entire rivers are going dry. reducing stzearnbeds 1o dusty stripes of dead trees,

In Califormia, water lidgation is 2 way of life thar began with the gold rush and has never ceased. Now, with the
satmoon runs failing and the threat of Endengersd Species Act regulation, the chiies, farmers and environmentalists
were ance sgain preparing o fight &t out in the courts for their share of the rivers.

Then, at the courthouse steps, (e partdes paused to reconsider. 'We then began months of negotiation that resulted i
an interim agreement koown as the Bay Delta Accord, o govern the wiler depietion while the parties reached for a
proader peranent resolition. As in Floride, the parties {water-thirsty cities in southern California, farmers in the
Cenwral Valley, fishers and envirommemalists) eventally concluded that piecemeal solutions were insufficient and that
only a comprehensive plan addressing all facets of water supply and watershed restoration would suffice, The result is
a state-federa) parinership known as Cal Fed that is preparing a comprehensive plaa for restorstion of the entire
Ceniral Valley river system., The plan includes levee setbacks and restoration of flood plains, minimum seasonal flow
standards, water quality measures and incentives for water transfers, and more sfficient water use both in cities and
oni the farm.
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During these negotiations, 1 weni out 10 see 4 restoration projeet that is pan of the Cal Fed plan. We pathered a2
farm on Butte Creek, north of Sacramerso, Actually, we were there 10 tear down the McPherrin Dam, 2 small
diversion stnxture blocking salmon rigration into the foothills of the Slerra Nevada, As we pounded awsy with our
cergmonial sledgehammiers, Laverne McPherrin, whose family bad built the diversion dam a half-century ags, looked
on arsd talked nosiaigicaily about how imponant that dam had been © his famdly and their farm. But he scknowledged
10 ug, somewhat relactantly, thal a newly installed siphon sysiem would 9o fust as well, He wondered zloud whether
the salmon would really rerurn, Be didn't have to wait Jong. The following spring, 20.000 coho salmon swarmed
upstrgamn. past the remamns of the dam, boming in on thelr ancestral spawning grounds,

Dam removal will be ar important pan of river restoration programs troughewt the country. There are more than
75000 large <oy on Qur river systems, sany of them buill a cenmiry or imore ago wihows regard o destructive
fmpacts, Dams are not the pyramids of Epypl. They ure not meant to last {orever, and when they have served their
purpose they should come down, .

The pace of dam remaval 3 aceelerating, In Maine, the Edwards Dam at the mouth of the Kenneherk River, built in
1937 1o power texiile mills, has Jost been hreached, epening several hundred miles of prime river habiat for salmon,
shad and herring. In Washingion Sate 2 widfity company hag just anncunced #n agreemaest o remove the Condis Dam
a1 the mouth of the White Satmon River, Two dams on the Elwah River tiat block salmon passage imo the heart of
Olympic National Park are soon 1o come down, '

These dems are coming down as the result of proceedings before the Federal Energy Reguiatory Commigsion which
periodicaily re-licenses privawely owned dams chat generate power. Faced with mutigation reguirements, such as
building truly effective fish ladders, many owners are resxsenining the economic factors and concloding that the dams
are 10 longer cost effective 10 maintsin, Future FERC reslicensing proceedings will be a fertile ground for both
tinigation and creative setliements,

Even when 5 dam doesn't come down, its operations can often be modified 10 aid in river restoration. For exampie,
constractian of Gien Canyon Dam on the Colorade River just abave the {rrand Canyon clirninated *149 the seasongl
floeding that restored sediment to the beaghes along the river in the Grand Canyon. Afier careful scientific study, the
ogeration of the slum has been modified w release artificial floods to rebuild downsiream beaches,

Meanwhile, the California Piag, in the form of a draft programmatic environmental statement is nearing completion,
And, just as in Florida, the Cal Fed parmership has drawn down almost $i billion for river improvemnems (with voter
approval of water bonds for the state share), including retiring of irrigated land, fish screens a1 water purops, and
levee setbacks. The emerging success of river restoration in Florida and California inevitably leads us back 1o the
mMississippl, for the Father of Waiers will surely be the Mother of all restoration efforts, The Mississippt and its .
tributaries drain thiny-four swaies, more than 30 percent of the surface area of the comiguous forty-cight states. And
this river, the most intensively managed and mepipulated of all of cur river systems, is 4 heavily sedated caplive of
the Corps of Enginesrs. -

The very notion of reintroduring nature back inte this river system seemed far-ferched. Al least it did until 1983,
when the river onge again awakened, broke joose from s captors and wenl on a mven-Siaie rampage, inundating
millions of acres of farmiand, After the cleanup, bowever, we commissinned a “lessons lesrmed” study 1o see what, if
anything, could be done 10 improve river management. The resulting study, known as the Galloway Report after its
principal awhor, concluded that the river would behave beuer if given some supervised relesse and alfowed o retum
o somme of its oid geighborhonds. Sharing the Challenge: Fioodplain Management into the 215t Century: The Report
of the Interagency Floodplain Management Review Comumitiee {1994}, Flood damage, Galloway said, could be
diminizhed by allewing the river 1© wander about in parts of its oid Nood plain, thereby providing space for the river
to spread out at flood stage, sopping up flood water instead of forcing even more water dowastrean.

Last summer, | visited with Senstor Bob Kerrey o inspect one of his favoriwe projects, a new, Gallowaystyle
sesloration project on the Missour: River. Leaving Omaha we waveled upsiream along & river that resembied a ship
¢hannei--slack water bordered by levees and corn fields growing up to water's edge. Then we came to the project st
the Bover National Wildlife Refuge, k was like stepping back o the time of Lewis and Clark, The lkevees have been

Copr. © West 2000 No Claim 1o Orig. U.S. Govt. Works
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moved back. The Corps of Engineers has tumed water out of the main stream imo 2 blocked and abardoned side
channel, recreating an island, s banks fringed with duckets of willowy and 4 profusion of young sottonwood rees.
Natre, Jeft to its own devices, i5 an excelient gardencr. Boyer 15 a res{oration model that can be replicated on
hundreds of tributaries in the Mississippi Basin, Migratory waerfowl and endangered species such as the paddicfish
and the pallid sturgeon will benefit,

The Mississippi-Missouri River basin is s0 vast and includes so many smies that a comprehensive restoration plan is
rol yet withine reach. {The Everglades and the California Della, for ail their complexity, are single-state projects.)
Meanwhile, bowever, the basin siates are instiating efforts thay will become the building blocks of 2 larger state-
federa! parinership. In the Plame River basin, three staies are working ogether 10 sssure minimurm fows and resiore
habitat for anperiled whooping and sandhill ¢rangs. And the fve states of the Upper Mississippi have parmnered with
federal agencies 1o create an ongoing eavirenreental assessmem of the river ecosystem. The year 2002 will ok the
Vicentennial of Lewis and Clark and thetr ¢pic vovage of discovery. The year 2002 would akso be an ideal targer for
launching a basinwide voyage of restoration.

The problens that best illusiraies e need for basinwide planning is that dead zone spreading acriss the Gulf of
Mexico. Techmosally called a bypoxic zone, i is the curnulative result of land masagement practices throughout the
entire river basin. Phosphorss and nivogen fertilizers are essential for midwesiern agriculture, but excess fertilizer
washes away in run off, increasing in vohupe ss the river collects water from s miyriad wibotaries. Deposited in
Guif water, these nuirients stimulate the growih of algae that evenwally sink and decay. taking up available oxygen
ang kifling marine fe. The appedrance of hypoxia and other water quality problems brings another player o du
1able--the Environmental Protection Agency. So-galled nop-point sowrce pollution, in e form of run off from
forestry, urban development, and other types of land use, 15 @ major uaresclved issue in administration of the Clean
Water Act. EPA has now taken the initiadve, calling upon the stawes (0 devise effective measures o contain
comaminsted run off from the land.

At the local tevel, grassroots watershed councils are demonstrating their effectiveness. In Portland, Oregon. church
groups are planting salmonberry and sayal to stabilize stream banks. In Seandz, school children planted salmon fry in
Piper Creek and waiched them refurn in the next spawning ¢yele. In Pennsylvania, o local land trust is preparing an
open space plan ceptered on the Brandywine River and s tributaries.

We urgently need 1o devise 4 comprehensive state-federal restoration program for all of our river basins. We need |
to be sure 1o inviude Indian bl governmenis in this restoration program. These efforts must be marched with a
federal response. And a pood place 10 begin is by eedirecting the two agencies that historically have done the most 1o
dredge barge channels, construst tevees and bulld dams for irrigation. floed conred and hydroepower. the Corps of
Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation. These development programs, for ail their benefits, have overshor the
mwark, *211 proving that Mae West was wrong--100 much of a zood thing is bad for our river goosystems.

The core probiem is that traditional flood contral and reclamation projects generate hydropower revenues that keep
rolfing in. in am endless strears, generaling demands for still more projects, Those reveaue streams could be the
funding source for 5 national river restoration program. It {s now time to redirec: these revenues 1o finance a troly
natienal river restoration panmership with tie states and the tribes. It will, bowever, take an iniensive grasiroots
effort w persuade Congress to root ot wbsolete programs and ¢ plant these initiatives in their place,

The beneflts of river restoration alse extend into the communities where we live. When | first saw the Potomac
River as a college student, it was rank with raw sewsage, s banks strewn with trash. The hisioric (2&:0 Canal and 115

towpath were 0 be filled in and paved over for a freeway.

Today 1 tive near the banks of that same river, now cleaned yp and restored. The striped bass and shad have
returned. siong with the buld esples and cormoranis and osprey. On a summer day, farmilies pisaic on the grass by the
ot lack-keeper’s house, the river is crowded with sail boats, and the towpath is alive with bikers and joggers, By
resioving these waers we have also restored the ¢opmnunity, Yet even here, our vovage of restoration is ot
complete. There is s1ill an upriver dum blocking fish passage, and in a few weeks | will be out with the sledgehammer
to start taking it down,

Copr. © West 200G No Claim o Grig. 1.5, Govt. Works


http:environmenr.al

AR AW HIMOCTUL, 0D DISMILT 100k Nl aar]t 1rm

: '*i-'?-':';'BestOffer.c}Jm .,

Newspaper Subscription

SECTIONS

Breaking News
Front Page (imags)
Wodd

National

Local & State
Susiness & Stocks
Technology
Sports

Weekly Sections

Special [nterests

Columnigts

Comics

Weather

SV Magazine
CLASSIFIEDS & SERVICES

Classifieds

Jobs: CaresrPath
HMomes: HomaHunter

NewHomeNetwork.com

Apaptments.com
Mortgage Link
Home Improvemaent
Homa Valuation

_ Cars: Cars.com
Personals
Yellow Pages

' BayAreacom
Entertainment: Just Go
S.F Bay Traveler
Oniine Radig

E-mail Dispatches
Contests & Evonts
ABOUTUS

Me'rcur}" Center
Advertising Infermation

- Privacy Policy

i, £ A betmr way 1» sell your o'lr e

| Home | Site ndax | Search | Fondback | Halp | Customer Savvics |
;;;Rwsunan 3,

San Jose Mamury Hew:

Local & State

Starles fram the San jose Mercury N i® Edueation
} . ury News : Gary Richargy

: t iR
Published Friday, June 9, 2000, 1n the San Jose h‘m

Mercury Yewa

Water politics enters greener

- era

State-U.S. pact signals shift to conservation

By PaulL ROGERS
Mercury News

Egypt built pyramids. California and the arid West built huge
dams and canals,

For decades, water planning in California meant oceans of
concrete. Men in hom-rimmed glasses - driven by powerful
politicians and farm leaders — constructed the world's largest
plumbing system to move water from wetter Northern California -
to farms and cities across the south and Central Valley. They buiit
aqueducts 500 miles from Redding to Bakersfield, pumps to make
nvers nm backward and hundreds of massive dams.

Now driven by endangered species concems, soaring construction
costs and the steady urbanization of Californis, that era has ended.

Today in Sacramento, Gov. Gray Davis and Interior Secretary
Bruce Babbitt are scheduled to unveil a $10 billion, 30-year
blueprint for California's water future.

The document follows frve years of meetings with farmers,
cuvironmentalists and cities. Under the name *"CalFed,” the effort
sceks to restore the environmentally struggling San Francisco Bay
and its delts, Califomia's largest source of fresh water, while at the
same time providing for thirsty farms and the state's relentless
population growth.

I, CalFed calls for no new dams and commits to Do new reservoirs,

however. It kills outright the controversial Peripheral Canal, a :
40-year-old plan to build a concrete aqueduct around the eastem 3

6/6/00 9:25 AM
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4G-vear-old plan to build a consrete aqueduct around the zastern
end of the deita to mors sasdy move water south.

nstead, Davis and Babbitt wall champion such environmentally
soft approaches 43 water conservation and recycling, storing water
i underground aquifers, restoring wetlands and reducing poliuted
runoff. New water storage would not come from ambitious
engineering feats, but rather through expanding reservoirs at
Shasta Lake and Los Vaquerss in Contra Costa County.

Theirs is another step away from the wend to conquer nature to
keep California's taps flowing, a trend that & going the way of
wingtip shoes, manual typewnters and hula hoops.

"“There has been a shaft” said David Hayes, deputy imtenor
sectetary. It i3 2 huge shift, In the past, the asgumption was that
when you had a water problem you built another dam. The
squation has changed ‘ -

Water sxperts contacted Thursday said a series of events has given
California a mote green mind-set when it comes to water.

*What happened?” asked Rep. George Miller, D-Concord.
“California filled up with 33 million people. They want
recreation. They want fishing They want their rivery to flow.

““Thers are competing interests now that were not present in the
carly days,” Miller said. “"Before, California's water policy was in”
the hands of a few growers and powerful politicians. Today you
have environmentalists, fishermen, loggers, boaters, cities and
taxpayer groups at the tables, And you cannot ram the clock
back."

Without its dams and canals, srid California would be like
Wyoming, But on nany major Californis rivers, salmon nuns,
blocked from swimming upstream to spawn, have fallen 90
percent since the 19408, Dams also submerge thousands of acres
of wildlife habitat. Despite the protestations of farmers, only six
msjor dams have been built in Califomis in 20 years. When .
Franklin D, Roosevelt was president, that many were completed
every month across the West,

In less than two generstions, the American West has gone from
being a region that saw the most furious dam-building,
river-conquering culture that buman civilization had ever known
to & place where water districts now heay arguments sbout whethet
to tear dams down.

“Our earlier efforts at bringing productivity 1o agriculturs! land

aid in fact have some adverse environmental consequences,” said

Douglas Wheeler, former resousces secretary under Gov. Pete

Wilson. L'{
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TWetve reached the point of no retum,” Wheeler said. It (5 oot
sconcmically or politically scceptable to contemplate the old
soiutions.”

Philosophical shift

Now the philosophy i3 to get water from conservation measures,
such as insaalling low-flush toilets and lining imigation canals with
coucrete to prevent water loss. Alse, Davis and Babbitt are trying
to ease complex nies so that farmers, who use 79 percent of
Cabfomia's water, can voluntarily sell more to cities.

. Meanwhile, mora people live in California today than in all of

Canada. With 34 million residents, the nation's most populous
state has doubled in residents since 1961,

Driven by high immigration rates and & booming economy,
Califomnia has been growing by an aversge of 323,000 people s
year for the last decade. That's the equivalent of adding 3 new San
Joge every 18 months. Officials sstimate that the state populstion
will reach 47.5 million by 2020. All those peaple will need water,

“Now we are in uncharted temitory," Wheeler said. “"These new
solutions are untried.”

Among the reasons for the greening of Califoruis’s water politics:

The environmental movement. When Presicdent Nixon signed the
Endangered Species Act in 1973, environmentalists were given »
weapon of unprecedented power 1o stop dams and limit pumping
from the delta and other waters if fish and waldlife would be
harmmed

Fifty years ago, the consetvation movement was largely populated
by a few clubs of hikers and bird-watchers. Today, environmental
groups bave budgets m the tens of millions of dollars, public
telations machines and teams of lawyers.

Maney. Half a century ago, powerful congressmen sought to have
dams and other water projects built in their districts. The federsl
govemnment paid nearly all the costs. But in 1986, President
Reagan shifted funding formulas so that locel govemnments now
pay a third or more of the price tag. Dams can cost more than §i
billion.

““The ers of big concrete is over,” said Steve Ellis of Taxpayers for
Common Sense in Washingtion, D.C. "'In many dam projects, a

" huge amount of federal tax dollars go to benefit just & few people.”

Public swareness. Towering up to 700 feet tall, dams tamed wild g
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rivers like the Columbia and the Colorado. They provided jobs
during the Depression and helped win World War I by generating
electricity for aluminum production -- and the Manhattan Project.
The water they provided bloomed and landscapes, enabling
California to become the nation's richest agricultural state and to
build vast cities on scrub, tumbleweed land.

Today, however, America is at peace and is prosperous. Millions
of Amencans hike, kayak and raft whitewater.

?opl:llation shifts. [n 1950, 20 percent of California's population
lived in rural areas. Today only 7 percent do. Urban dwellers have
no experience with farms and do not need agnculture to make a
living. ‘

Meanwhile, Silicon Valley, Hollywood and other economic
engines dwarf farm profits, using only a fraction of the water.

Productivity differance

"*The same unit of water in an urban center promotes vastly more
economic productivity than in a rural setting,” said Marc Reisner,
author of *'Cadillac Desert,” a seminal book about western water.

"' Ag has the least value and creates the fewest jobs," Reisner said.
' They had power way out of proportion in the past because the
whole idea of building dams seemed so glamorous to us. But now
practically everything tilts ug in the other direction:
environmentalism and recreation.”

That irks farmers.
"'It's a shallow way of measuring to say a microchip costs more

than a strawberry,” said Dave Kranz, a spokesman for the
California Farm Bureau Federation. **The whole consumer

_ economy is built around that notion that food should stay

inexpensive.

"*Would you say Mike Tyson is more valuable than a
ncighborhood schoolteacher because he eams more money””

Farmers are happy that the Davis-Babbitt plan calls for new
storage by raising some cxisting dams, Kranz said. But he is
worried that if newer sources are not constructed soon, come the
next drought, cities will muscle water away from farmers, |
wrecking rural economiés. -

Reisner agrees that new off-stream reservoirs ghould be built.

Constructing the huge Sites Reservoir in Colusa County, which

could cost $3 billion or more, should be done in exchange for

taking down & major dam such as Englebright on the Yuba River (9

§/9/00 9.25 AM
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that halts salmos runs, Reisner said,

For now, the CalFed plan is a fragile truce in the state's long
fHRDIng-WAlST Wars.

“The CatFed plan is focused on the snvironment.” said David
Leuvns, executive director of Save San Francisco Bay Agsociation.
UWe're stanting to 1estore habitat but we haven't restored fish yet.
The proof will be 1 the resuls.”

Contact Paul Rogers at progers{@simercury.com or (408)
220-5045.
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California, U.S.
Plan Sweeping
- Water Project

8y NANCY VOGEL
TS STARF wasren

SACRAMENTO—Gov,
Davis ana 118, interor
Broce Babbit are wheduled Pri-
gy w6 push forward a swelping
siate and federal water project by
propomng new ntepa o exand
Waler mupphies 4nd wve endane
“ered fish \n Northers Cilidfortua,

They ol annour ;» & sias that
would raise Shasta .. um 4o expand
the stale's largem reservor ind
gve government bhlogits more
money and cioyt, Whle state and
federal offlcals have made umgdar
ahnpuncements o the pagh. Jone
nave sketohed plane as detaied
and reRlyC ax these, government
officials and mterewted parties
- agTRe.

The long-awsited draft pims,
fve years 1n ihe making, in O
wtemt chapter n a governmwnt
cEmnpiagn axperted Lo zout (s of
billions of otiars over (s et X0
years 1o expand resetvours and e
jtore rvers Eack of the cajpr
. projecty, including thom 10 e

praposed Friday, would face yeare
of emvuonmental and iegiative
TRVISW,

The slan sets forth an unpres
sdetited atiempl 0 clean up and
balgtey the Nortsern Californis
waler supplies Upor which much
of the atats's iritlion~dotlay
sconomy depende-while 8 the
. same iyne making up for the envi
" ronmental wrought by
tecaces of some of the most dowe

> rerouting of rrvess anywhete,

titay

T This iz 4 good framework we
can move forward on and Lwn
wark oy decasds,” it Timotly i
Quinn, deputy general manager of
the Matropolitat Witer Distrct,

. wholesaler of water o 17 millon

pacple Hvng from Venturs & San
Lhego counuies.

Issued by a federal-state v
brella agency cailed Calfed, tw
pian way stull Desng reviged late
Wednesday by wy Davs and
Babings achasars.

Une dem under debate i a
“user fee” 16 fund environmental
restoration it could mesn
shghtly Mugher water bitly for nulr
fions of Califorraans. Bunness. ur-
wan and farm warned
CalFed officials that naeh 2 fas

uamimm%ampplyi,!zm
pRopie for & yeaz.

# invegting up 10 $4 Billlon in
fechersd, gtate i icaf fundy aver
v TET: srven yesrs in water cone
sevvation and reclamation.

EWS SUMMARY

5. Cepartment of the interior Ctlice of Communications

PICK-UP IN ROOM 1963

* Buying up to 35,000 ares of
;nai)’mm&njoaqum%ﬁzey
armland and Kalt wrgstion there
W help clean streams Lhat dran to
the Delta,

& Studyung what Xusd of pusps
G pipes aned agreements would
be necesary o atiow Southern
Caftforniy waier distmets to ex-
change some of ther Delta wiler
suppies for cleaner Sierrs runoff
used by southern San Joagun
Yalley farmers, ’

® Building muwrtetervors on
the evoded. Dowi-ike slands of
ihe Dulta w suwwe winter flood
fiows that could be released 10
drier L, e

Babtitt and Davp also are ex-
pecied to calil for grester nudy—
but not nevessanly impiemente
tion—af Mversl MOre COniroOTer
sl icesa. They mciude the build-
ing of a oew reservoay in the
Sacymmento Valley 308 construe-
von of 3 thort cang) of the Saetye
trenis River Uikt would guaraniee

Jdelivary of cisandt witer o

Southvern Califoweus, which seeks
(he best quality water posise
from Northern Caiiformis, This
waisr i biended with wunplies
Bos e nolonioutly ssity Colo-
rado River, another majer source
of e imporied water Ut sus
taing cities in Sexthern Californix,
The docusent st S relexse
Friday does not lepplly Dmd the
i4 fedaral and siite apencics
foldad within 'CHMWMHJ
thows worcing on pian. iz s
sumemary of tha direction CiiFed
wikendy o take i July when Bab
patt and Davis, U ieiders of the
ot affort, chocoss aDong atern
uve plangs Sescribed in feckersl and
rats  amvoronment :iacw
sull et writlen. |

“It's OK they're going forward
and puiting somethiig out.” sod
“Tom Drafl, senioe atormey with
the Environmental Deferse Fund
o Cakiand. "What's legaily ng

| pificant is vhat comes out down

the Hne.”

JHN 8 200

mes

The CilFed ptan targeis the
Deita, An aquads mape (Mt drases
W% of Califorma’s fresh water,
Laptured by gram pumps before 1
reaches San Framoisen Bav ang
shupped Sundreds of mules o cae
rals. Deits water reaches 22 my-

hor peopie and ¢ mulion acres of
farmisnd,

Delsa suppiiey have never been
mare entical net mtle precang

a3 Califormia expecis 1o zdd
uilion sew residents by 2026 »
the state = overdue for drougns
alter mx years of abundant rup
and smow,

The lsung of severnd Deita fish
uniher the (LS. Endangered Spe-
vies KRGt i recend years has at the
same Litié nd Lo QUMDY ressie
uons that lims the delivery of
Delts water 12 the Siilcon Valley,
San Joaqun Valey farms ang
Scxthern Califorms cities,

Banking on the :dex iy
heaithier #£3k populstions wail
mean fewer cuthacks i water
npply. CaiFed has earmarked §1
bilion o sate bond monwy, fed-
€01} APPTOPTIALICNS NS WRLEY |1ue
fees 16 spend on reswnng Centra.
Valiey nvers. Simee ity lawnes o
1996, the yuper-buresucracy ha:
already funded IS5 different proy
set—frotn the removal of sma
damss 10 the wamailzioon of fist
sereetgworth $228 wmiiion,

Farmers have long complasned
that Calfed emphasizes emvicon-
memal resioraion over Lhe eox-
panded waier sunpiy shat they see
it cnticsl, hut Wednesday tome
agricultural representatives fami)-
iaz with the latest CaiFed bl
print fourd resson for hope,
©There's 3 in of good muf! i
Twre.” s Jason Peltier. man-
ager of Whe Cenzesl Vailey Prawe:
Watsr Uswers Assn. whish e
presents thousands of farmers
who Duy waer from Lhe sation’s
largest iresgation prowet, based i
the Delta, “it's definely 2 stap
fororard. Or sts fece, 3U's nat neayis
batancad, but there's 3 promuse g
bRiance”
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Long-delayed
Eﬁoﬁﬁmal would
| promise
to Utes, but
environmental
groups object

By Tom Kenworthy
SATODRY -

BLRANGO, Colo. — This pice
uresue gamwme
Colorade's Sant Juan Mountains
Bas undergoon 3 classi trans-
formanion from Okl West 1
New ¥est

Founded 55 a railmad panc-
1on to serve the mining -
try. i3 DOw 3 mcca for srRRn-

0 bikers, kayakers and

Jrists, who take 2 steam train
us v ofd Mininyg distriee
wgom MWWO%

of i
Mw phan _m 3
Massive WaLBr project persists
hees a1 & time when ervison-

pots passé theoughout the e

jan and rivers are viewed as
r ised for recreation.
Authorized by Congress m
i e e
{ pio #
| history. Concetved as
4 classic big 4am provject to pro-
z;m-.-sumg' jzed Irvigation wates
to farmers and vanchers, it has
been derailed repeatedly by

!

H

|

'MONDAY, JUNE 5. 2000 - USA TODAY

Lolo. water project nears go-ahead

However, environmental and
taxpayer groups have dug in for

a last stany against ALP
i as an & They

and
based economy they s3y repre.
senss the future here in the
Four Corners region.

They femain opposed de.
spite massive in the
project, which no T it
cludes an on-stresm dam or ir-
trigaton water for farmers
IRRChRTS. In its latest incarna-
oon, Animas-le Plagy’s water
would be ressrved for munici
pai and § ‘

Colnrade land.
in 2 86 serdement agree-
ment with the federal govern.
ment, the tribes’ wamer rights
wene quantified, and two years
later, Congress directed that

those claims be sazisfied

ALP warer proj
e S
ot

s@z:dmnl)ur%o
wouid divert abowr 57,000

. are-imet of water 2 year from

the fiver. The water would be

2 1.300-30re reservoir
by & 2¥-ot high dam.
There, the water would sit,
Feagiling decisions or its use
the project’s (wo mdin =
caans, the Ute ibes, and sev-
eral recipients of smailer
amoures, ichxiing the Kava
Nangn and corynunities such
:ﬁ!&. Durango and Farmington,
Though project opponents
m&ﬁmmaicﬂﬁm

t0 wates in the region, they ar-
sue that:

* There i ample water avail-
rescs b o o e

‘ i no
Incliars residents:

» Diversions from the Ani-
mas Kiver would hary 2 biue
risbon tret fishery:

» The resarvoir would infure
a key sate widlife area, and
that lower river flows would
Crippie 3 thriving rafting jodus.
try ing center;

» Even the tribes
hive skerched out possible
ucng Course
and a2 codl-fired power plant,
they have no firm. immediate
plans for using the water,

There are better oprions’

“Taxpayers are gering roped
into & deal w bkl new golf

gnzor fer Taxpayers or {om-
based in Washington, ?)E
“There are better options out
there that will mees tribal wa-
ter needs 4t 2 much jower
Cost”

ﬁ&mud}dmm.ﬁtsag
thar propct arc
better than the s who
ousted the Utes from millions
of acres of their ancesiral fands
in the late 18005, : .
I 1980, zhey screwed ther
out of their land, and row they
are going (o screw them out of
their water” Maynes says. "One
hundred and cwenty vedrs ago
K way the same argUMent:

They don't neea this ng, W
don’t these peaple andezs:agg
aur rrust re ihdh
for the Indian msﬁt;gmbz ms:
In congressionai testimaony
last manth, Southers e
hairman John Baker said the
ALP project “is the best and
only way to provide the tmbe
Witll 3 wWatet supply to meet it
Enrsrzzz: and future needs.” The
U5 goversment. he said,
Mised that the tribe would
have such 2 water suppty in
1868 when #t creared the Lie
reservation. it confinmed thar

cpromise in 1983 when it

B}smﬂ the Calorade Ure indian
ater Rights Semiemen; Ay
Now i the time for the United
States {o CarTy out those (om-
mitsrenis” :

Sersitive fo charges they
seek ::Ejepﬁve indians of long-
plevEsed witer, spponests in-
sist there are alternatives that
woild Ranor commitments 1o
the Utes without hurting the
river. Thew ptop;&ssai: 1yt
existing resenvoirs more #f-
¢iendy and buy land and water
fights from willing seilers, at 2
cost of ordy $100 million.

“There's %ow water Lrisis z}gz
and around Durange,” says Dy~
lan Norgon, 4 member of the
San Juan Citizens Alliarce, a io-
cal emaronmental group. ¥
You want 10 g6 St and buy Wi~
ter you can do it .., W R
weren’s Ior the Indian
nent, this woidnt i
shance,”

9008 Seveengers a ved, B
433800 passengers & yeat, pre-
dict doors: o their tecreational
industry. Though the ltest ean-
viropmental '

study progcts 3
ioss of ondy Six days a year from
mmﬁ&m‘aﬁmmh
a5 Robxn ?mcm{g partner it

exibie Fiyers 1 mmﬂﬁ
?slym h&be'fﬂ

warse. *If (ALP) goes trough. |
think it will KiE 1" she says.
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interior Secretary Babbit
hopes to resolve Klamath
Basin water wars

The Associated Pross
A1800 3:55 AN

KLAMATH FALLS, Ore. (AP - Saeing a chanca i
resolve competing gsmands f0r water batwean farmars
ang sk in the Klamath Basin, intorior Secretary Brucs
Babbirt met Monday with irrigatorg, indian tribes ang fish
and widlite advocales,

With nio public announcernsnt he was coming, Babbitt
wyred the Tule Laks and Lower Klamath Nationat Widide
Retuges just over the bardar in California and aiso talked
with staff of the U8, Bureau of Reciamation, which is
preparng & new plan for atlocating water storad and
cistibyiad by ihe Klamaih Project,

1 thought it was just time 10 Qet out therg and 1akk 1o all
the stakehoiders « the Indians, the famers,
envirehmentaiits ~ bacause thera will be an
envirgamantal impact statament on the aparation of the
Kiamath Project finished up probably by the end of the
summaer,” Babtilt told The Associated Prass.

Tha bureay has been struggling 10 meet the irrgation
neads of farmaers as well as coun-ordered rEnimum
tevsis for fish served by tha series of regarvoirs, canals
and pumping siationg thal make up tha Klamigth Projsct.
Some of tha water aven i pumped aver the Cascade
Range 1 serve the Regue Vallay.

in low watar years, having enough water for endangerad
Lost River suckers and shonnased suckers in Upper
Kiamath Lake andg threatared cobio saimon in
Klamath Fivar has meant shutting off irrigation water to
some of e potate, sugar beel and hay farmers in the
basin .

Pressure is byilding from lawsyits fifed by
anvirorrmantalists and Ingian ribes 1o assure snough
water for protected figh, Biologicgl opinions from
goverrymipnt agenciss are due this summar.

The bureay wamed last week that it may have 16 shut off
irrigation water to some farmars this year due 0 iow

MU of rain and SAGWMEHL. an¢ 1he reed ‘o =ars 1

waler quaity for isn protecied by ine Encangeres
Specigs Agt,

Oespite the competing demands. tarmers, the Kiamath
Tritog and environmentalists have made siriges in
developing a cooperative apRraach 10 the waler
probiams, which inciudes hrowing thesr supporn Bahing
3ns tribes’ oS 1 take Dack reservation lands hat went
it Winema National Farest,

"My impression. going through Kistory and 1he water
Budgets. is we can find a witwin solution,” Baboit sai¢.
“There isn't a silver bullet nere, Thore are going 1o be a it
of smal c_:hanges 0 enable overybody 10 maet ther
axpectations. | gon't know what #igt combination is right
nOW,

“I'm vgry sympathetic. Thers are a ot of 400 peonie in
that valiey. Thay've got pretty good relations with sacn
other. Hold them | would put in whatever amount of
personal effort { could 10 try to bring it togetnar™

Babbin pladged to retumn o the Klamath Basin 1o continue
rying 10 work things out.
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U.S. Drops Plans
for Auburn Dam

& Environment: Death of
fload control project on
California’s North Fork of
American River is a blow
to Seuthern Califormnia
water interests and GOP.-

8y TONY PERRY

and MARK GLADSTONE
HIREES STAFE WRITERS

In possibly the final chapter of
onge of the state’s longest and
8t bitter water batties, the fed-
: government hzs Powed to

.48 Alty, Gen. Bill Lockyer and
aJibuizimps}edplm for 2 mam
sive dam on 3 rniver in Northern
Lalifornia,

A decision annsuneced this week
by Lester A, Snow. regwonal diree-
tor of the UL.5. Bureau of Reclama-
tien, oould be the death knedl for
the fong-ghatied Auburn Dam peap
ect that would have provided
fHoadd control ang helped send war
e o farmers on ihe east side of
the San Joaquin Vailey.

" The deasion ig a victory for en-
vironmeniaiiste, Democratic fom
"and Nerthern Caitforniy interests
that saut the daty was too exper
sive, unduly destructive o the
Noth Fork of the Armeriown
River, and only served to spooi
age wastefid water use
Central Valley farmers and i
sprawling Southern Califoenia,

And it 19 3 defeat for Southemn.
Californin water agenzies and Re=
pubdican  proponents,  including
former Gov. Pews Wilsen, whe
supported the Auburn Dam prop
2ot and Rep. Johin 7. Doolittle {E*
Rocklin), chairman of the House
~heommitied on  walsr and

1.

in terms of sparking regional
anger and confitel, the Aubum
Bam project was second only 1o
the proposal for 2 penphera) canal
¢ bring Northem Californin wa-
ey into the California Aqueduct
by lcepmng around the poiluted
Sacrarnento-San Joaqun deita.

“The Aubwrn Dam became 2
syl of the deep mistrust thag
Northern Califormua and the envi

ronrgentalists feal for agncufture
and Bouthern Cabforua,” sud
Mark Watton, ¢ member of the
gaverning boards of the Sun Do
ago Coumy Water Authoenty and
the Metropatitan Water Distrct of
Zouthern Califernia,

Bt o environmentalists, the
Audngn Dam project symbolized 4
diseracited policy of sodving the
SRIES water needs by budding
damy and reservoirs and shippmg
aver moare waisr from north to

soukh rather than empha,sw.ngv

congervalion.

The suburm Dam project was
authorized in 1985 as
1 bog mmiljon, Tdfoot-talt dam

t

37 mifes north of Sacrae

&zt wngreasionai apposition in
the 19704 called a halt 1o the sarty
stages of the project, Ome reason
wag the tise of tte environmental
movemens. Another was in-
creased concern over sarthquakes
fear the dam site afier 3 5.7 nuake
hit Orowilie in 1975,

In ;982 the Bureau of Recla-
mation agals submutted -the prof
ect lor congressional approval,
this lime reconfigured alightly an
a flootdvontrol project. Delays had
driven the price g 0 nearly 31
billion,

. The House sverwhelmingty

veted not o humnd the pw)m,
which oft it in Himbo.

L behind was 5 half-mdle tune
nel thay diverted waier from the
American River. Because of po
graument has banned recreational

, enthusiamts from 2 flvemile

grrewch upstrenmn of the tunpel.
Snow Ras promised @ pivg the
tunned and return the river o iUx
orginal course. While Snovw's de
rision, which i brﬁ:
wrioe Secretiry - Babhbit
does not prechade resuming the
project fater, poittical rexity nug-
goate that the adda of that secar
ring are exreedagly. seaiobs.
Lockyer had threatened o me
the foderal sver what
e calied the “newdless, continy
ing environmental damage and
impairment” 1o the North Fork,
which serves as a2 watershad for

" Pracer and El Dorade counties.

Nathan Barankin, spokesman
for laxkyer, said the stiomney
general was “thrilled” that thw
pubiic now Wil have fuli use of
the American Rivey.
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“The tunnel w3s to fasditate a
43 that w8 never buil,” Baran-
Kmoseid, OWater will now fow
throcih ihe lusione channed.”

After decades of fightmg e
dam. Charles Casev. spokesman
for Friends of the Hiver, said his
Fraup and athers wail ol be satise
sied umid the federal government
declares ihe amercan River a
“wild angd seernse nver,” whuch
would bar any revival of the
Audurn Dam dea,

Watton sad that. for the anvee
rarmenial movement, the
Auburn Dam can never be oG
dead. Even when it was priched ay
& flood conirel project, their 3iti-
1ude was: We don't care if Sacra-
ments 5 under 10 feet of wuter,
we're pgainst this dam.”

While it may have been long
forgotten in Southern Califerna,
the Auburn Dam project haa re
mained a hot political usye
Northern Qalifornia

in 1938, San Drego businessman
Darreif i3s3, ihen weking the
20P nominstion for (5. Senate,
made an offfiand comment io 4
Sacramento abdienve upporting
b Auburn Dam and tmmediaaly
waz denaunced by Sen. Barbara
Boxer {D»(Calif), environmentais
ista and the editotial pages of
Northern Caiifornia nowspapess.

Sacw extimated that closung the
tunned and remoring the channel
couid cort more Lthan 350 muliion
and suggested ihat the dost be
split-between the federal and state
government. “We beligve thix is
the mont effective way o provide
for tha protection of the natural
resourees of the North Fork of the
Americzn River,” Snow wrots,

Asserobiyman Mike Machade
{DrSiackton), chairesan of the Ax
sembly Water. Parks and Wildlife
{:mmmee, said the dam i, at
bezt, "4 remote pmbsbiy after
thix decinon.

Machado said there are now
other ways (o meet Californai’s
water needs, projcts that do not
poae sarthquake risks peesented
by the masmve Auburn Dam.

‘tve slways supporied the
Auburn s because i would
provide water resources . . . but

we Have o learn: 0 be ﬁenb%e
mhado gaid,
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BEE EDITORIALS

Water: Time to deal -- CalFed
compromise depends on
Davis and Babbitt

(FRublished March 12, 2000)

CaiFed is the code name for the bureaucratic
vehicle that drives Mothern California’s water
solutions. It's basically a collection of ail the
folks who fight over water - farmers,
environmentalists, urbanites, more than a
dozen government agencies -- thrown together
inte one feuding family led by agencies in
Sacramento {Cal) and Washington (Fed}.

CalFed at its surface offers a promising,
contemporary edge. Through a remarkably
public procass, CalFed has sought
compromises through facilitators, endless
committee moetings and Internet sitas offering
technical analyses and virtual discussions of
water operations. Scratch not far beneath the
surface of the Calfed process, however, and
the same old dysfunctional family continues to
squabble. Consensus has remained elusive.
But the siblings have managed o narrow their
historic differances, and now it is time for the
parents - Gov. Gray Davis and Interior
Secretary Bruce Babbitt - to finish what CalFed
has started. )

CalFed's six-ygar quest for a smarter Northem

California plumbing system is on schedule o

unveil a "record of decision” this summaer. The

real deadline for Davis and Babbift actuaily 3

if

—
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arrives within a few weeks, by which time they .
mist devise a framework for the plan and begin
a broader negotiating process to fine-tune the
many details.

. This is no smail task -- a blueprint on how to

proceed over the next 30 years to methodically
and simultaneously improve the plight of
humans and fish. The fundamental conflict is
this: Salmon and steelhead need Northem
California’s waters to flow east to west, from
the Sierra to San Francisco Bay. More than 20
midlion people need water 1o flow north.lo south
though pumps. aqueducts and pipes that
cennect the Sacramento-San Joagquin Delta za
.as far away as San Diego.

CalFed's many padicipants haven't united
behind a series of fixes, as some had hoped.
But Calfed has produced a reascnably
balanced menu of options: More reservoirs,
above- and below-ground; more conservation;
more transfers of supply between willing seliers
and buyers, more river restoration; more ways
to convay water within the Delta; and new
water accounting methods to maintain a bank
of supplies that can be reisased when needed
for fish,

Pigking from this menu is the political challenge

for Babbitt and Davis. They must identify a
saquence of projects that is both achievable
politically and meaningful technically.

The culturs of the water cornmunity isn't
accustomed to compromise, The leaders must
bracea at first for more rhetoric than reason.
Efforts will collapse #f Davis and Babbitt don't
salidly unite behind a strategy and then
demonstrate the guts to weather the resulting

. storm. The deadiine is looming. The clouds are

building. Batten down the hatches. it is time for
Davis and Babbitt tv make some tough
choices: their failure would drive CalFed
siraight into the swamp.

Problems? Suggestions? Let us hear from you.

Copyrght © The Sacrimmato Ben
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BABBITT VOWS HELP TO PROTECT DELTA

Acquisition of Delta land is “a fabulous story,
What ['ms going to do is take this back to
Washington and 1'm going to say to Congress,
*There are sonte good things going on in this
country’” for conservation. -Bruce Babbitt
"There's something big, something really
important, going on in this Delta, Thiys is the best
and most intact delta system that Pve seen in
North America.” Secretary of the Interior Bruce
Babbirt Babbist vews federal effortsto help restore,
preserve Delta By DANIEL CUSICK

S:aff Reporter

's hard to impress Bruce Babbitt with wilderness. In

ght vears as U.§. interior secretary, he has scen
virtually all of the nation’s premier wildlands, from
western mountain peaks to the vast Florida

Everg!ades

Buton Monday, splashed in warm spring sunlight, it
was the Mobile-Tensaw Delta that caught the eye of
the nation's top conservation official, who pledged

his agency's resources 1o help restore and preserve it

"There's something big, something really important,
going on in this Delta,” Babbitt told a gathering of
public officials, media and other dignitaries on board
the paddiewheeler Cotton Blossom before departing
on a two-hour tour of the Tensaw River bottomiands
near Stockton,

The Delta, a 35-mile long maze of rivers, swamps
and marshes separating Mobile and Baldwin
counties, won high praise from a man who has

paddled Alaska's Yukon termitory and fished for bass

- in the Mississippi River basin. B
Ihig," he said “is the best and most intact delta
system that I've seen in North America."

The interior secretary said he was frankly surprised
that a place of such size and stature couid be so little

" known around the country. "t really is a well-kept

secret,” he sald.

More than praise the Delta, however, Babbitt said he
will use his office 1o help save the region, which
funnels almost all of Alabama's upstate waters into
Mobile Bay and is home to hundreds of bird and fish
species,

Babbitt's visit was designed to give momentumto g
state conservation effors that started 10 months ago,
when the Alabama Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources boughs nearly 48,000 acres of
Delta bottomlands from Kimberly-Clark Corp. It was
one of the largest conservation purchases in state
history, The $20 million deal turned heads all across
the country, including those of national leaders whoe
saw a model partnership in Alabama between state
government and private conservation groups.

*It's a fabulous story,” Babbitt said of the acquisition,
which was jointly financed by the staie’s Forever
Wild Land Trust and a trio of private groups - the
Alabama Wildlife Federation, Ducks Unlimited and
the Nature Conservancy. "What I'm going to do 15
take this back to Washington and I'm going to say o
Congress, "There are some good things going on in
this country™ for conservation.

Babbitt said the state should continue to buy
sensitive land in the Delta, but it slso should tackie
other projects, such as elevating parts of the U.S. 90
Causeway to improve water exchange between the
Delta and Mobile Bay. He also reconunended more -
Aggressive programs 1o prevent unregulated
pollutants like dirt, farm fertilizers and household
chemicals from entering the watershed, ~

T 00



The Delia, considered by scientists 1o be one of the
most productive estuaries on the continent, s
threatened by 3 vaniety of humnan activities and
impediments, including logging, wastewater
discharges, upstream dams and development within
the watershed.

-
iy,

" Babbitt, who spent Sunday night at the Washington
Babbitt, who spent Sunday night at the Washington
County hunting lodge of state Conservation
Commissioner Riley Boykin Smith afler attending the
35th anniversary of the Seima-to-Montgomery Civil
Rights march, took an early morning bird's-eye tour
of the Delta by helicopter with Gov, Don Siegelman
other officials.

While flying above the region, Sisgelman pointed out
some of the Delta's key assets and problems,

*We discussed the region's umber history, its
navigation history, its petrochemical development
history and other things,” Babbirt said of the fly-over.

"It didn't take him but a second to see what the
problems are," Siegelman said.

For instance, Babbitt took strong interest in the
Causeway and "the obvious need 10 take out what is
essentially 2 man-made dam” that separates the Delta
from the Bay, Siegelman said. The governor said the
state will soon begin work on a program to elevate
portions of the Causeway to eass the tidal flow of
water between the rivers and the sea.

A Mobile-based group called the Scenic Causeway
Coalition is already working to build support and

- funding for such a project, an effors that could build
steam with state and federsl help, Babbitt said he
plans to resgarch the Causeway issue over the next
few days so he can make recommendations to the
governor's office about research and funding
possibilities.

Babbitt also weighed in on the dispute over the
Alabama Sturgeon, which the U S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has proposed for addition to the federal
Endangered Species List. Babbitt said he was
 satisfied with a recent conservation agreement that
will allocate more money toward capturing and
breeding sturgeon at the state's Marion Fish
Hatchery. As for the listing itself, Babbitt said he did
not have a strong position.

1 could argue round or fat on thar,” he said,

Before the Cotton Blossom docked at Stockion's
Lower Bryant Landing, Babbirt and Siegeiman
departed together in an Alabama Marine Police
vessel, catching 3 last glimpse of the bottomiana
forests that brought the interior secretary o lower
Alsbarma.

Babbitt, wind-blown and looking a little sunburned,
left the «77 guests on an upbeat note, reassuring
them that the state's massive purchase was a
worthwhile effort,

"It was a good visit,” said Rebecea Pritchent, a
Montgomery attomney and board member of Forever
Wild and the Alabama Wildlife Federation. “1 think

_ he realizes that we're doing something nght.”
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Babbitt puffs a bit, sees two dams @ Ugreiike iy
gone .

am:‘a Pripit iy

Gorton says thers is money for only one
Frday, Februery 11, 2000

By JOEL CONNELLY 3
SEATTLE POST-INTELUGENCER
T NATIONAL CORRESPONDENT

= Secretary Beyce Babbitt will travel 10 Glines Canyon
2% Dam on the Etwha River today, heralding what his

23 department calls "2 final consensus agreemen:™ 1o -
~4 remove the two dams that block migration of salmon i
up the (.‘}iymp;c Peninsula river,

1N O “We're coming in the process to where the dams are
Sot: & dme Ak coming out. We're still dickering around on details
but' T acn refecring 1o 'dams’ as plural” Babbits said in
an interview.

?i

Phidon

7 But Sen. Slade Cortan, R-Wash,, noted that sy

i Congress has only appropriated money to remove  Stabiiferch

! one dam and several years may pass before the fate <AL 33 problems
' of the second is decided. : EmESEnE
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" “No, there is no agreement on the Glines Canyon
Dam," Gorton said. Gorton is listed by the Interior
Department a5 among those atiending the seulement
ceremony, but he said yesterday he won't be going,
Neither will Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., who also
had been listed by the Interior Dcpanmcnt as
attending.

Babhitt ssiil will have much 1o celebrate on his wmisit,

The federal government is buying the two dams. An .,-,.-,-.-.. :
agreement zsg in placs 10 build a water filtration plant 'ﬁﬁ'* LI 8%.
for Pont Angeled, and the Daishowa America mill
there will get power to teplace that lost when the
first dam comes down,

o,
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. He Ras long voiced skepticism about the cost and

2 znals @ B aewd YR T I3 3EDE wang Aty e wmaiaee, lan taa

Linder 2 plan originated by the Elwha Citizens
Action Croup of Port Angeles, the Jower Elwha
Darn will be taken down first, [ results for salmon
are positive, the higher Giines Canyon Dam « in
ﬁlympm yﬁ(i@ﬁ&i Park « could be removed,

gy
“I would hope we will proceed as soon as possible - reera
with deconsiruction of the second dam.” said Rep.  Lagsasiimees
Norm Dicks, D-Wash. "We will have 10 work with Ny %
Sen, Gorton on the pace.” o a

Gorton is chairman of the Senate Interior
approprations subcommittee, which controls the
Interior Department's budget.

benefits of removing the Elwha River dams,

At ong point. Gonton held up money for the Elwha
project in & bid to force the Clinton administration to
pledge that #® would not uniarerally wy (o remove
federal dams from the Columbig and Snake rivers.
He later agreed 10 separate the issyes.

TR hteavate nm 2 3
ussmn 4508 v e,

RE et LT by
TR R AN .

The dams were built, without fish ladders, more than
70 vears ago. Blocking nearly 50 miles of river
spawning habitat, they vinuaily eliminated big runs
of pink and chinook salmon.

{nterior Department studies have concluded thay of
both dams were removed, 10 histonc runs of salmon
and steeihead could be rastored. Mare than 100,000
saimon would retum 1o the Elwha River cach year 3
25.fold increase over the river's current fishery.

The depariment has listed numerous additicnal
species, notably dlack bears, eagles and osprey, that
wauld benefit from salmon restoration. The
230-square-mile Elwha watershed is largely ptistine
and within the national park,

Since first traveling to the Olympic Peninsula in
993, Dabbitt has insisted that the Elwha River
represents & landmark oppontunity for fiver
restoration, He has volunteered to push the plunger
when the first dam 1s blown up.

But restorar ion of the river is likely to take as tong
as 10 years, Dicks said yesterday. ,
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The {nterior Department has sut 4 3122 mullion
Price tag on removing (he dams, reptacing the power
and assuring Pon Angelss' water supply

So far, Congrass has approoriated 352 mubion -
$29.5 million for dam scquisition and $32 wuition in
theeurrent fiscal year budget to begin river
-restoration. President Cliston has asked for an
additional $135 million in the budget he proposed 1o
Congress sarfier this waek.

The longer the process, however, the more
expensive it will be 1o 1ake down the Glines Canyon
Dam. A 10-year delay would push up the cost to
S160 muitton, the interior Department has egtimated.

Dicks and Rep. Jay [nsies, D-Wash., will join
Babbitt taday But Murray is passing up the eveant 1o
appear at an Al Gore press conference that will
counter today s Seattle appearance by Bill Bradiey,
Gore's rival for the Democratic presidentiyd
nomination,

. Babbitt and Gorton have circled each other warily
during the Elwha process. Although they have often
clashed on environmental issues, they are old friends
from days when both wers state atrorneys general.

. "Whatever my disagreements with Secratary
Babbitt, when he gives me his word he will do
something, he does it,” Corton said yesterday.

P2t :'z.pwar Joel sz:w!{v can be reachéd at

"’{}6--!43-8 168 or jocicoppglfy Gsegnie-pi.com
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Showdown at _ Snake Rlver

deri dsimd Huw b e
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By Magcagetr Keiz B

hese dayvs, folks in the Pacific Northwestmay HOW FAR WILL

be excused if they're experiencing a little POLICY BEND
' _ TO SAVE

déja vu, just a decade ago, a federal judge THE SALMON?

ruled that regulators weren't doing enough

o protect the northern spotted owl and
halted logging in ;?}Ke Northwests oldgrowth forests. The conflict was rooted in the
1973 Endangered Species Act, which requires federal regulators to prevent anv

animal or plant from becoming extinct, no matier what the cost.

Todav, unather cinis is hrewiog in the region, this one vegulition hie fisted 18 Pacifie Northwest popaiations of
centered on the walmow whose ahundanee was Lwded in sthnon aad steelhead trout as endingered or thremened,
e ensdy Wth century b t.\piowm Merisethes Lewis and and therefore in need of prategtion under the Endan-
Sl Cha k. In the past 3l ears, the fish populations m gered $pecies et
the {lnhanbin Rber h asin e plummered from B mil Bringging ~alinon back Frong the hnnk ot extinction i b

Hon wlinen and veelhead tous w ouly | mitlion, Federnt trichier th pudgecing the oul findhe pass 30 vears, i
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Orereppre thee oedoTal wones magents espetriitnie of 33 bhik
Hot o el saby she God s popglarions contiinue o
devlisne, Sciontias nuets g i more-drmmatic actan ba't
Bk nnute Gl ot sabiion praes conbl diappear o the
nest decaede, " Uhe big
apresiion s with o
sieleestangingy species
Diae wabimog that lives
shere we e, e we

ety 1o ghe whaos

4

i%i‘i‘iﬁ"%‘s;if}' I3 TeLayT
thy proiest” ashed
ot Besiich. the
chairsin of Demeos
critie Gav,  fary
l«t'ﬁ.‘ht‘."'\ H!Iln()li FECi- -

viv obtice in Washing-

Tt afale.

I 19494, U050 (i
trict Judge ,\I;lic{;im
Matsh souided dhe
Narwaal Masine Fih-
wiigs Sestice, nhich
resposibie fnr pre.
seyving ihe {iah, for
nisl shing eonaugh e
protect three spegies
on the Bnake River in
southemstern Washing-
tust shaty: the spriug
el surszner ehinook, :
¢hie Fall chinouk, and
the seclbead rout. Marsh sold cegulators 1o develop o
ghiant 1oy prosene the fidh,

Tribud lenders, eovirenmentaling, and o growing num
Bor of wienthis argue that the olnious solution 10 the
Snube River problem is (o breach ihe rher’s four dame by
teatbiy dawn (Be earshen hermd surrounding the d;x?‘ws
el cFiserting the river aronnd (18 CGRCIRIE SErECuLres,
The Suahe River e, built 1y the 1888 and {9785, bave
tisastarmed the encewnild tiver inta a series of shack-water
pady dahospitnble ta the salmon. The dams chew up o
Bijure hiby swhmon migrating o tie ocean and make it
dittical tor the adols fidh o rerurn 1o their spawning
grostsreds, But dur bregchiog, which would cost ronghly
3% bitton, i flereely opposed by the businesses that

gw - -8 LEES
e
.
riv{jrtiul RIS uteragzzad rineny s [ EA £ ELAMIAIN L 1S L P
latins ol frrosdesce SHTERITIPR LI PE TN T & NPT

Bt have sl Bl o e ad Regraide g sn
Conbygtema st itata by meg, Sarke Coanton ol Meishiingtoa,

wie vl tha Senate Intennr Appropriations subeo-

i,

f Nenember. the waiion conllics wis Nes thes conplisut
e shes o dreup of e peslent agencies fvaed 3 sepiat
seating sl i sght o be govesant b Mench the s i
the eeglent B Bling 1o mbe o viete of otbee dooie and

pofentmil eapenshe

=teps Hp HBDNRE S

thishons o tle e

thrnughout its fife.
Amnny these
sptions are Jimiting
s wae alung (he
viagy aud iy the
diversion o irigaion
watet. I Devraibes .
reguiaion ananinged
plasy o ash 1e-lone
of the Pacutiy Nowghs
ot B et L6t
thev'ze williey 1wk
tey save the salmon,
The National Mharine
Fisheries Service has

cvele,

~ereduled 3 oseries of .

hearings, beginning
i February. aan the
Snabe River aimon
s
Thase two maves
Buve sparked wha
sinne ure deseribing as
“a regrona oivil war”
amony the Paeific
Narthwest indusrries
that condd b asbed
. Invest macy roney
and effart than thev
alreade hBave 1o pree
serve the salmon,
“The furestproduts
indusire i regon
. and Washinginn b
alrensdy siepped ug ta
the plate.” objected Cheis West, the vice president of the
Northsest Forewry Association in Portdand, Cre. "We feel
we're being askeddt [o give more and more so thar other
parts of the erquatdon can continue their gaws quo.”

And the conBlict will onlv getnorse,

The waimon presemanios opticns Huaed 4y the Nonenn
her report are designed only o save the Bauke Rive
stimon from extncion. Under the Endungered Spedies
Art, howeser. the government b requived © rehulld the
Hults Magging posciztens 1o pre-dam bevels, Thae wil
requiite vastly more expensive aciion. The Nancosl Marine
Fisheries Service i3 in the prefiminary stagey of wehecidng
sCiedttises e write the sajmon recovery plan.

A this b ikely e mwean more defay, which i bad news
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THE PLAYERS ano-PoOuTICS
T g Juddae Mansh, .mr\itlrnl Reaan ippoomtee,
Banelest dewny o scathing R h
chareinyg hae the Naronal
Marine Fishertes Ssermvoee had
hadlv erpeed i [ 1
approactdcmodest Ao Corps ol
Enginevrs plan tue vperauny the
sthe River e, Maush ordered
the senace o muhe o 7ot met-
haul™ 2uaraniee that the
Mvrvapouwer sastem mare
sumon-iendly, Chstead ot look-
g bon shuat cun
he done (i puoo-
tevt the speries .
trom jeopanrls, : .
the NAFS and
the action agen-
have

when

[

I=

vies i -

vondy tocuseed their attennon on

whar the establishinent is capable

of lundling with minimal disiuption,” he wrote. Marsh
ave the regidators windl the end of 1999 to come up with a
campiehensive solution e the salmon dilemma, That
deudline huas since been extended o April. the moenth
whet the Smike River spring chinvok salmou begin their
nugration teo the ccean.

So fut. the Clintow adiinbtration has come up with a
~eties ob contlicting scientilic studies and research papers
on preserving the sadlmos. und no tirm recommendations.
Acerding to Will Stelle. the Fisheries Senice™s Northwest
yegional director. the final decision on how—or
whether—to continue operating the Snake River divmy will
he teleased on schedule in April,

stelle said he's enlisting the help of state governments
and local sesidents o decide the future of the tish, which

“will attect the tuture ot the Pacific Northwest, "We're sas-

¢ to the vegion. here are ~ome of the choices that need
s be made, Are vou prepared 1o make changes in the way
wou maige the lund and water resources (o make sulmon
tecon ey successtul?” Seelle said. "Because if the answer is
no. then it doesa 't matter what we do with the Snake River
s, . !

Eivirenmental activists, tishing groups, and Anterican
Indian tribes ace pushing the Clinten administrunon o
~ettle the inatter, Thev note that shoretly after tahing nthice
in 1993, Presidenr Clinton held a Northwest tocest sum-
mit. which resulred tn a tandmarck comprumise that
reducetl logging in the region and provided economic aid
o timber-dependent communities, Bue so tar, Clinten has
~aidl little aboun sahmon.

Manv in the Pacitic Northwest view the Fisheries Ser-
vice's recent actions s w way to delay making aov ditticult
decnidny mn salimon preservation. "The idea of putting ald
these options an the wible sud having hearings puts it
hevond the 2000 elections.” said Glen Spain, the Naith-
west redional diector tor the Pacitic Coast Fedecation ot
Fishermen's Associations. ¢ Eugene, Ore. commercial

)[ . '

I L, -8
Mg nonke sioo, Panoroeneatal o olee . " .
Pl o Tl hred the suls  do ke L oabaiteb oo sreete o .

Hadn NS job e o el as haodongie abds s s
ot what’s polincalls deceptable, noc what prabatatehe
sand 4 s dimamer, aspokesman tor Save Gy ML
Sahimon, g seattle-baserd coualitson ot envivanmenial
ronps, febing assocations. and anerean Laedian oibes
Last tlll the Creen gronps vaok

tien ciase wo the public g senes
vt tollpage adverusements e wn -
eral major nevwspapers, Conay-
1y the “.}lllt' Himie TINYRSIIR
the envivenmental adsveares
wged the public e contiug Viee
President Al Gore, Grane respened-
ed to the covitoamentalisas
demands bo atternmg v haold L
sthinan snantie—e e os eleerd

president,
The emvitonmentalists heape 1y
. muke the 3nake BRiver salimon o

previdential caompaivo e

hecause preservanon ot the tish

atfects Calitoome, Chegon, and

Washingron=—rier <tutes with 4

totul ot 72 electorad sotes, Bar <o

tar. only one presidential candi-
dute has taken a stand on the salmon: Republican Gy,
Ceorge W, Bush of Texas ~aid tn Julv that e apposes
hreaching the dams,

Bush’s comments mirror thuse of comsenative Republi-
cans in the Pacific Northwest, Most of the vegion’™s Denno-
cratic lawmakers. wany of the potential economnic domnade
ol hreaching. are waking u waitsudssee approach. Ul
hundful of Democrats. mast notably Qregon’'s Gon,
Kitzhaber. hive acknowledged scientific repints that <how
hreaching the dams wouwld be heueticial tor the sulmon,
although he's hoping less drastic action will suhce w help
the tish recover. ln October. the politics ot the salimon dis-
pute touk an unexpected i when Aluska Demociine
Gov, Touv knowles demanded thar reguliutns tear down
the dams on the Columbin and Snuke vivers, T leoer o
Govs, Ritzhaber and Locke, Knowles protested th the
dams are “a hilling field” chat is wiping out the sasnijoti-
1 ot the wild chinook «almon. which wouid atherwise
migrate to Alaska,

Triggering Knowles’ anger were proposals to diamaii-
cally limit Alaska tishermen’s local salmon catches—a step
many sav is needed to protect the tew endangeted salmon
thatare mised in with the other species Last tall, Sen, Teed
Stevens, ReAlaska, chairman of the Senate Appropiations
Commtitiee, tried to block aiy Alska Fishing resticthions,
Stevens drew up & spending bill rider chat wouald have
exempied Wl salmon in Alaskan waters trom the Endao-
wered Species Act, The rider was ultimately unsuccesstul,
hut senved notice that Alaska plans w be 4 plaver in the
Pacitic Northwest sulmon debate, .

SHouLD THE Dams Be Baeackep? .
Sern. Corton's solution to the salmon standolb is o over -
haul the Endanyered 3pecies Act He recomiends requi
ing tederal regulators o haliee envrnmmental inwiesis
with the economic health of the tegion when they decicde
whether to extend federal pratection to saluon, Cieni-
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B THE SALMON LIFE-CYCLE

be like »f the Pacifc Nordwest

vhinook salinoen beging in the
sravel bads of their bome sireams,
whare oxygen carried by

reproduce. En route. ey undergo a
secand transformation that allows
thern oy Hve in fresh water, Chinook

Thase activiries sise climinate the
shady sircam cover stught by the
voung fish,

Dams built o izke ad-

the fast-enoning current nue
tures the eggs

" deposited by
spawniag
femmales.
Salmoo hach-
tings dan under
the gravel in
wyeh of fond
the coot, fresh
water before bee
ginning their jor-
ey downstream.
Different runs of
wimon migrate 0 |
the Pacific Ocean J
at different dimes
of the veir. A2
the salinow ap-
prouch the poean, they undergo a
remarkabile physicat metanorphosis
that uikews them to suevive in the sale
waier habiog

Oince in the Pacific, the young

siimon hug the coasdine a3 they trav
i north 1o Canada and Alaska These
sovagers, who feed owherving, squid,
and other fish, can cover thowmands
i miles over the course of three
vears. Once they reach their adult
shze=—iry average of 30 pounds—:ihe
fish rewes 1o thelr naral streams o

Yancouve!
o "

VEABMMGTON

Columbis
Biver

sabmat spawn only once during their
lifetimes, bu: other saimonlike sh,
mainly steethead trout, can repen-
duce several imes. Most almon dis
within a week of sawning.

Taday, man iy disrupting the
salmen’y rigorous lifecucle 3t nearty
every stage of the jourmey aloag the
Snake 2nd Columbia rivers. Log-
ging, ranching, farming, and urban
development along the streams can
cause the riverbeds to [l wish st
and polludon thar can kill the eggy.

vanags of the Snake and
Columbia rivers’ swift cur
rents have siowed the
waterwavs, incrpased the
water temperaure, and
cut the amoun: of osy-
gre in the dvers. The
damns  also bleck
MEETACIY routes, 4
probiem that federl
enginesrs have wied
to uvertome by trans-
porting the vouay
salmon argund the
darms, Some sciennsts
argue, however, that
the fish are ofien
injured in wansport
and then are less
likely to survive in the rigorous
acesn conditiona, Dams sise blork
adule fish seeking t return to their
native siresms. Engineers huve
amtemapied 10 solve dhat problem by
constructing fish Tadders 3y che dam
sitos.
Poliution in the . briny estuaries

haris the fish as they migrate from

and refurn o their native sercasos,
Aggressive sport snd commeroial
fishing in the Facific Northwent also
mkes a toil oo the fish pogulation,
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Tl Notrages] o e oi'.,n::‘l WorEe u‘lt:t!; s e Fhisey
ke possbie VB heagn the fong smahe Rives shame [32ee
dive vl 3 percent o e e s elestiead prsen,
Bshean bt then cnnded mreans Digherr vlegt woas bsfls nae 43
ot Boaneaars, Evet bengeaaniess wonld we 2 2 5
w2 e ot thierease s e Bidks of che danse are
Bty el v eoreliong i tetleral vowsifatoss,

iiitel, wonte Nosthsest By
LRI PO § P
darin guesion whethee the fedds
s st
paile dderivione 18 nad 9 senr
an b proclusded ssme of the .
corslenier tat they et e
wibed i febindie Bisde
it TNow thevTie pt iy e
sherve thbs esnn Bdabio™s and
ol s shyoes, Bur ©dem’s
tire s
tabk b b
stihing the .
P Appgeies
s it

taf .

Pigtss orinrier s b Breeppetts

sHestlil savey thre iy,
arfga e,
wiret

iiteis
siidagen
paitinyg ithe
witiveew hinpgd ¢
wiie Hontral Park,”

Measndile, mnirosmeniad groups and tonvnercid gnd
et tieheriaen - that Sovton and sthees ure Sgnoring
thie veopumit stulfal the region sendd eijoy §the dasn
sede Preuched, Ralroads dnd rriching compunies would
e clzar winneo, Comnstroctdon aud ongineesing tompe
piee nantled Be In demand o belp hud the dew Indraseu.
e, Scvending 1o the c‘:z\if*:iz;mmif;;iasis‘ ~tudies, & Nee
Honiag Suake Rbver woudd nnrragcr worldClass anglen,
Mavahers, ralters, anmnd gnnners, {
| But pehaps the Biggesd sinngeswonld be the Native
Jomerican fnibes, whow caltiees and goononties sre bined
sar it sadmion, The Dolumbia Reer later-Tribal Fish Com-
wivadng estintales thut wibaf chinosh haress could dou.
Ble nabio 25 vers it dhe dams are Breached, "3 diverse
salugenleined cOONOGMY 1 Be dy MIORYE NS DT sringer
than the eaviby sbsidized ariificial economy that the
dune astem b Creaed,” wrgued commivsion spokesman
L es Hadwon, . .

REG:ONaL SOLUTIONS .

v mich-December, the Nadoaal Marine Fisheries Senice
ivaied 2 prroposal thar would give state and local govern-
menis 4 fewd ole i protecting endangered salmaon e,
Cnder it plan, any Business or hndowner complying
with stite endaigered species pratection laws sould wito
mativaliv he in compliunce wiih the tederal Ensbgered
Maevies At '

The propused nde was evideice {'h:.l.l the sestes, pariicis
Ltdv (regnn and Washingten. e sethely improviag their
s safmiun habitats, Republican Ges, Dick Kcmgar,m}'nz:
ot felalion i abw clise wo useiling & grograom for siding the
silinii, "We all bebieve thar thers should he o reglond
sobution t this probieny, 0t o commasibandcanionl
apptoach Frone Washingion, DU Remsthoriee wild inoan
tnervies . L Wishingion «sare, tor oxpuple, vegubators
aiirvesslully Humaieced ong sn dgreetieit with timber
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Yogeebrdebiny fre thie Fipentps megtge o » wrpeile
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bedgsors the tichy “3me o the ctrsigeat sratebiina
L P e i bty Babhan
sl T he place e contld Be muost ot e relunkis

sp wednaeent ratie o pehualeling the prostuging oo the Desjis

*gar

vty stieaine aad e o e
shivh they degend, The waene
sBenns that o where s e the
. hipsgergng Bt Bos o the a4
State ethirneds bBoteier are
sinpreier] Mg oine Fidhejaes mer-
SECE T 1rve st Fepedte Qe them
prosteus Hide dieenon g
rernng he e, H oue by ¢
bregedh the dhons NMFS e she
s e e oty cand atiene
chinpek o i clianey wae
swoidd newd 1o enage 1 habing
resfarafion s h that wonld
cioae e swrvival st b 2
percenz i theer s vem.” ool
Block of the {hegan mvernnn '~
. aotfice. "But thes don’ sav how
- i that and we din’t hnes how
rsuck i sisudd cost,” [o tact, the
aptions paper released by federal 1egulutors otters dal
shetehs bileus of how whinea sould he postected if the
Sithe River clams are nen breached,

fraaicativ, while the Fisheries Service pushes tia
improtements b river habitats ane estaries. the Yoy
Carps ot Euglueers s advancing o plair o deepew it
ey ot the Celumbia River shipping chumiel thiongh
whivh the valmon vravel, The aim §s o abboew lavger
freighters o et trom the Paritic Ceun bt selpnts i
Partland, Ore., and Vaneoneer, Wash, by December, the
Fishieries Service approved the 3196 wilfinn project b
requited the Corps (o restare more than IR gcres o7
Gebid wetlande in thue region.

Opponents of the dredging nperution eomphuin tha the
project will ceteine tosic sediment aow sitling at the bor
wires of the Porttang harbae, cavise salt wes o intude i
sher e the Cobumbin add bt che sidaron’s faal sapph,
Justin Hases, the sssoctate irectoc for pubhic polies tar
Americas Risers, wud the berietrs of the grolest yea’s w
Beive g eonpensite foe dhig damage that sill be cnrad
the dredging, “They're going o sllow immedige segatihe
HRDECES G0 safmon on the promibse Hat we sit plake wome
Hmproveinents iu 20 ceara” Re wand. predicunag tha vie
ressasen il aghocates will gu o the gt te stap the e
jert. . '

i the dons are a3 breached, the tedeesd reno ales
suggests thas requitiors maw need o Hat e the aenonnt
af wuier Naning through the Snake River waiem o help
cuery thie Baby wbmon o the oceun, To ntieaw the v
surrent, oflisials hute aid they might peert i dhunt e
biaps as ueh as U omilhion agre feet o irengaiinn baivy
chit’s e maed by ldaho Grme

Little wonder that [dadis goiernmen witiciah sponyiy
nppave that gproemal. b vell w duny mewhing T Thew
are e aptions it samidd hute sugh sguifioay eorateni
ctsruption and thar Bave sugh o dos bevel o aipprat,
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dhesik gy o ke
Weldbe, and F

b hes chiarses aser et sipwediine, the GUH SR PSR 18
bremetanid peeproet B lieln die wabson beosshamuricaih
peedtsce the apunies of fd haf ol spatand ik
of sy e adbenaedd B tabe fenm dhe Cndumbin aud
Nrtphe rEveds, Nrapeliteess fhang
dependent Brssesans gind Jog-
gingr sal aopionhinge AR e
goshing fiabinyg cosnictions, but
thewe wnoeial :|1|1|Jm*.:(’ vl the
vy tirfis of the tithes alony
the Snibhe River,

Ameriean fndian geonips coane
pphin thae bt 323508, ey
agree e alagy B loi sprasg
apnl stepimes clisneeck sl i
wratieppt e help duee pupuls
Bag 1o gor uvuih
e pribes neae tshll 8 e Inde
wsts ~depn finhiog B e cears, .
wesin H OB oable ro wadh aeiesss the
Jaarke o the sher on these Hsh”
auied Fhedaon of the Coluubia
Riven Inter-Trihad Fish Comniis
st "Well, we guit Behing fur 230
vers annd the b e ok coaniog baek, 5o its very titeh u
Cotieitioms poine to sggeest it i e fribes auit Behing,
e thing's woing 1o b bener,”

i regubrons ingose [uoese vesiyivsions oo the tall chi
ek sadmieni.
L el aient fov breachdayg thelr irtbyl s igbis, "We ure per
tharrdy elene o ouy wibat vulirey’ becaming nondihbh cub
tres,” Hurhen vaed, “This will he the Hae i the vand thae
there’s pothing eft o ghe”

#abe nibes e saveesful sueh 4wt roakd e espens
s oo BN naxprers, Deoa sirisiar suie, the Skokomtish
tribe e Winbingnnt s seeking 353 lllian from the feder
af goneninent and the iy of Tacoma The aibe charges
ihat a local eiapones project caitsed geonomic and cul-
wsre clasbagies aid vivlated s reany righes,

cerkres Ve Nuthu et psiiiie,

LR BN Qe{ONOr,

YesTiNG Pusuc Resolve

It the Fisheries Service dogs oot bise 15 Suake River
salinon plur solely on weibdovumennisd scictice, gnviron-
nrentistises wee cortain o challeage the decision in federad
viairt, aait Henther Weiner, sendor legishuive coumnel for
Earthiionddes Legal Defense Fund, shivh hundles hussuin
tor pinrocaennt groups. B the cosrd Bods thut the new
plan b nadequuie, 3 federal ndge could sk 1 protea
the sabmen by crucking dosn on economic activides thus
wver the dwindiiog Snube River «aiman populations,
Howeten the rawr v ualikely te uf'dm regulators ta tear
diswn the Sasks River dums, whish sauld FEINE Cungres
siinal agtien.

The sssbonments] community is abready prosving that it
Bs serions whow taking the Snake River wthnon barte 1o the
cotuts. The Eavthjustiee Leginl Detense Fund i planning
to stie the Buregu of Rectumatioa in midgunure, arguing
Heae moch of ssuttrenis Ilakw's Urigauion surer should be
gliseried 1 1he Susbke Rier 1o Higreaswe the sateonm’s cure
eent sl ablt the endaogersd sabnan, Envhonmenabig

.

tiihisi leaglers saw they o8B sue the fedend -

A osa

percarly wertheel e abe haneas, shie b B
spraha Miveo

gl s paper sndl fn Dewistonn Blalee s

FCRE 2T Me
Rt Gpie s ppactiin eies flue [EERTITRRE TP T LD
[FEC RIS 2 TS fr
%zzz;wzz?wm E PO R IRTEI TSR TP C P LU RTINS FE IS YU & FIFTRVIN
tiiead srpedery slie PRTOOL fogn Woiioe A, woas settled] sl
trer Panndioronenin] Podertian deeng e ren] Pralatcls o
fomset e tesuperainre of i wate lbchages,
While the cisvonmental cominiatin contesnpliaues gl
acteni, the Clicton aedosmistngtiom
s bevo putting oar nrseel sigs
ide oy chingt e, Ao PR, BT
Atine Buedgles,
the Nogihesi ST TR RN 1T UE S
oy thie U8 Fiob nned Wikt Ser-
sice, Caled dhin Berarbing
brafner .. Ao thsshigg sbaen
heeor than a shunpued sher” oy
the henlih of the salinoen, e waid,
& Nattenml darie Fhijierioy Seg-

Bress Coier e,

i R

e WrRLen e

PR LR SR SR
vonetuded thi
St e ovitd
v the onldy sio.
whe  oianuge-
. ment  eption
Hielh o o
preve all pupuidtioss of salmen
ubddre all wstsnpeions,” i

Hut the Fisheries Service’™s Sielle bas hern oy pvve i
carpech "We'te cansideriog o comprohemshe salutioge
beow s aperate the hvdropower wetem, 18 thws revenar
opeygtions. ol of 1.7 he said "I ot jost fneaching the
dame,”

in the end, » Boal degision v dve fate ol the daan
sould be in the bands of Cnmmerce Secrvnry Willimn M,
Tralery, i whose deparupenst the Fisherins Senice i lova

. e, wud Gearge Frampion, the acting head ol the Witjre
Howse Councit on Economic Quality.
o Many see the fate of the Spake River salmon s e bine
get ot the nation’s willingess and abiliee w0 e dosgens of
uther [ish runs that me gearing obbiterwtion, Courernis
abeer atthier dwindiing b pogulatsns conld sifecr the e
of hutdreds of Pacific Northueyt Quns thus mee g for
resewal By ehe next five seaes, Tn Gt the oy of lindiapos.
gr, whivh was imstrumenial in deseloping the region, b
heing ~eciously egcorsbdered, Quee siesed s u clean, v
rannteataily frlendl sourer of energy, ndmoprwer von in
way ol in maoy regions of the couniy where dass e
by breuches? i help prevene wiidiite.

The compleshies of the Soake River salmon ~teey abeo
‘rabee sten gisestions for the Endungered Speries Ao “We
" hasow what's cawsing the sidmon o ge extinet,” said Stiteh

b Wasnington state’s salmon recovery office, "But there
stimpiv hasi 't Been the political wil} te deal with 51, Aud
teankb, BF it were dot for lhl: E:udangercd Species AL, e
wonld not he dakug it aow,”

Sbrch satd todage’s debite an the faoire of the sabnen
will et the public’s reselve o put the preservtion of mi
wad pesonrces sbose the simighey dotlar, “This may 1en
whether or not we buve an Endaagered 3pecies S0t ey

Eine,” he sabih, “Did we reslly oean B oshen we waid ve
soultin's ot u spegies cheek sot? Thats sha sy gt
here on the wble uow,” . »
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