
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 22, 1999 

MEMORANDUM TO JOHN PODESTA 

MARIA ECHAVESTE 

STEPHANIE STREET 


FROM: GENE SPERLING 

SUBJECT: UPCOMING NEW MARKETS TOUR 

cc: DOUGSOSNIK 
MARY BETH CAHILL 
LARRY STEIN 

1 want to recommend that we do our next New Markets tour in February as a "Close the Digital 
Divide" New Markets Tour, 

I. Rationale 

While clearly the second trip showed that with interesting stories - the New lersey Nets in 
Newark. the Tomato-Burger King Cooperative in Hermitage - we can continue to generate some 
positive attention to our Now Markets visits, I believe it will be difficult for us to sustain the 
level of interest simply by continuing to visit random cities with ad hoc private sector 
commitments. Therefore, the way we may be best able to keep our New Markets Initiative 
freshest is to build future trips around key issues or major deliverables. in that light. 1 
recommend that our next New Markets Initiative event be a February Digital Divide New 
Markets tour, 

I. 	Central Policy Issues: Without making the case at length, most ofus agree that access to 
technology, technology literacy~ and the internet would be critical in determining whether we 
will have increasing equality or greater divides among income and race in the future. 

2. 	 Crystallize POTUS and VPOTUS Efforts: The President and Vice President have a 
tremendous record on this. hut mQst people are not fully aware of this. This is largely 
because since the Net Days~ our efforts have lacked break-through visibility. A full two
three day tour on dosing the digital divide, with the top high~tech CEOs traveling with us 
could be a true "breakthrough" event. providing a context not only to highlight our new 
efforts but our previous successes as welL 

3. 	 Potentia1 for Major Private Sector Investments: Ifwe were to have 10 full weeks to motivate 
private sector commitments, we might have time to generate some substantial private sector· 
commitments on closing the digital divide. Currently, Case (AOL), Armstrong (AT&T), and 



• 


others are committed to attending the December 9th conference that Secretary Daley is 
hosting. Ifwe were to let the entire high-tech community know that we were going to shine 
a spotlight on their closing the digital divide efforts, we might be able to mobilize significant, 
high profile private sector commitment. 

4. 	 Platfonn for New State of the Union Initiatives: While we have not decided on our new 
budget initiatives yet, we are currently pl~ning on pushing a couple of significant New 
Market I Close the Digital Divide initiatives. While the basics would come out with the 
budget, we would unveil the details or at least highlight what has been announced during the 
~. 	 . 

5. 	 Launching on December 9th
: Currently, Secretary Daley has a December 9th Digital Divide 

event with impressive turnout from Case, Annstrong, and maybe Colin Powell, as well as 
Hugh Price_(Urban League is very committed to this issue). While this could be a good event 
in itself, it is more likely to be another good event that will not break through. On the other 
hand, if we could make the deliverable the announcement of a New Markets I Digital Divide 
trip - with hopefully Case, Armstrong, Powell, and others announcing they would participate 
- we could push this to a higher level. 

6. 	 News Interest: Besides being an important issue, this is a sexy one as well for the media. If 
we preview this and make clear we have high-profile CEOs committed, I believe we could 
renew press enthusiasm for our trip. 

7. 	 Variety ofNew Markets Angles: A "Close the Digital Divide" theme also can allow us to 
deal with urban schools (or our Community Technology Centers): new efforts to bring broad 
band to JUral America; initiatives to allow small businesses in underserved areas to have 
access to the internet for exporting opportunities, as well as a potential Native American 
initiative:. 

II. New York Visit 

While we have plans to visit Congresswoman Velazquez's district and to attend Reverend 
Jackson's Wall Street Project, I would not try to expand our trip beyond this. With the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays coming up, and with a rush to come up with a budget and 
State of the Union initiatives in the next four weeks, I would recommend against seeking to 
make this a three-to-five visit trip and instead focus our time and energy on a February New 
Markets I Digital Divide trip. 

III. Making Decisions 

I recommend we make a decision on these issues soon both because it will detennine the nature 
of the December 9th event, and so everyone can use their time rationally. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of: the press secretary 

For I~~ediate Release 	 December 9, 1999 

Decerrber 9, 1.999 

XEMORANDUM FOR 	 'rHE HEADS OF EXeCUTIVE DEPARTMENTS A."lD AGENCIES 

SUBJECT; 	 Narrowing the ~Digital Divide;" Creating 

Opportunities for All Americans in the 

Information Age 


Information tools, such as the personal computer and the Internet. are 

increasingly important to economic success and full participation in all 


·aspects of American society, people with computers and Internet access 

can use thesE: too!s to find a ~ob, acquire new skills, star::. a small 

business, get lower prices for goods and services, and become more 

info~med citizens. 


Currently, net all Americans are enjoying the benefits of the 

Inforrr,a::ior::. J<ge :::.ools. In July 1999, the Macional Telecommunications 

and Information Administration issued a report, Falling Through the Net; 

Defining the Digital Divide, which found a growing gap between thane 

with access to these tools and those without. Black and Hispanic 

houoeholds are only two~fifths as likely to :'"Iave Internet access as 

white households. Households with incomes of $75,000 and higher, in 

urban areas, are more than twenty times as likely to have access to the 

Internet as households at the lowest income levels. and more than nine 

times as likely to have a computer at home. As information teChnology 

plays ar. ever-increasing role in Americans' economic and social lives, 

we cannot afford to leave anyone behind, 


Fortunately, competition and advances in technology are dri¥ing down the 

cost of computers and rnternet access, w~ich will make these new 

Information Age cools affordab:e for more ~~ericans, r believe that we 

should set a national goal of making computers and Internet access 

available for every American. Furthermore, we should explore ways of 

using technology to expand the economic opportunities for those 

Americans who have not yet enjoyed the benefits of our prosperity, 


Accordingly. [ am directing executive departments and agencies 

("agencies"! to take the Eollowing speCific actions to help Americans 

benefit frOm advances in .inforrnation technology 1 


1. 	 The Secretary of Commerce shall work with the private sector and 

others to develop a national strategy for making computers and the 

I~ternet accessib~e to all Americans, with tee goal of 

significantly narrmd:-tg the "digital divlde." 


2 . 	 The secretary of Commerce shall continue to measure the level of 

connectivity of Americans to telecommunications and information 

tools. and report periodically on the relationship of irtco~e, 


educatio~, race, gender, geography, and age to AMericans' access 

to these tools. 


3. 	 The Secretaries of Educatior., Housing and Urba~ Development, Health 
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and 	Hurr.an Services I Labor, and Commerce shall: 

(a) 	 expand our growing net,,'Ork of Commur.ity Technology Centers to 
provide access to technology for low-income fu~ericans; and 

{b) 	 encou,age the development of in!:ormation technology 
applica':::ions that wO·Jld help enable lo;.;-income Americans t.o 
start and ~anage their own small businesses, 

4 _ 	 'the Secretaries of Educat.ion, Labor, and Co:nmerce shl111 work with 
the private sect.or to upgrade the information technology skills of 
America's workforce, particularly workers living in disadvant.aged 
·.lrban and rural commuttities. 

5. 	 The secretary of Commerce, the secretary of Education, and the 
Secretsl:Y of Housing and Urban I:eve]opment shall highlight and 
disseminate the ieasons Jearned from their grant programs and 
educational technology initiatives, with an emphasis on underserved 
citizens, to increase the nu-:nber of communities across the Nation 
that coula reap the benefits of information technologies for their 
residents. 

6.· 	 Items :1.-5 of this :nemorandum and my J'.lly 1, 1997, and Nove:nber 30, 
199B, memoranda shall be conducted .!Hlbject to Che availability of 
appropriations and consistent with agencies' priorities and my 
b~dget, and to the extent permitted by law, 

i, 	 The Vice President shall continue his leadership in coordinating 
the United States Government's electronic commerce strategy. 
Fu~ther, r direct that the heads of executive departments and 
agencies report to the Vice President and to me on their progress 
in meeting the terms of this memorandum, ~hrough the £:ectronic 
Cormnerce Working Gro'Jp (ECWG) in its annual report. 'fo the extent 
that $ubstantial new policy issues emerge, the analysis and action 
on those policies will be coordinated in a manner consistent with 
the responsibilities of tr.e ECWG, the National Economic Council, 
and ~he Domestic policy Council, as appropriate. 

WILLlk~ J, CLINTON 

# :: # 

20f2 	 11312000 1:31 j'M 



Drall December 10, 1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR GENE SPERLING 

FROM: TOM KALIL 

RE: COMMUNITY COMPUTING CENTERS 

I. Vision: Computers and Internet access could be powerful tools for widening the circle of 
opp~r!unity. Imagine if low~incomc children could; 

• 	 Improve lheir performance in school by having ucccss to high~ql!ality cducn:iol1nl 
soilware uflcl' school; 

• 	 Get c){citw ~bOllllcarnillg by exchanging e-nlllil \\,!jth a "tclc~!1lcntol''' or ,lJ)other st~!dCllt 
halfway around the world; 

• 	 Prep.lre for the WOrkphlCC of the 21 sf century, and geHing a high-tech, high~wagc job hy 
getting certified with all IT skill (e.g" Certified Network Engineer, wcb~pagc deSign, etc,) 

Imagine if low-income 3duJts all over America could usc computers and the Internet 10: 

• 	 Learn English as a second language -- or take a self-paced adult liter:!c), Of adult basic 
educalion course; 

• 	 Gct access to America's Job Bank to see whaljohs are available - and learn to type up a 
resume and cover letter using word processing softwarc~ 

• 	 Get a free e~m3i1 account to communicate more rrcql1cntly with leachers; and 

• 	 learn 10 start up their own "micro-c!ltcrp;ise" or Wch~bascd business, or acquire new 
training, 

)I, Goal 

• 	 In two years. more tlwn 1.7 million poor children would huvc access to computers, the 
lntcrnet~ and high-quality educational software from over 2,000 community computing 
ccnters, These l'esoul'ces would help improve student pCl'lbnnancc, help close the "'digital 
divide" betwecn the lnfonnation haves and have-nots, and give children the technology 
literacy skins they need 10 compete for high-wage, high.tccbjobs. [There arc 3.2 million 
schoolMugc children living in poverty in the 200 school dislricts with thc largest number 
of poor children. This represents roughly 40 percent of all poor school-age children.] 



• 	 These resources would also be available to the broader community of low-income adults 
for the kinds ofapplications described above, and could also reinforce and support other 
Administration initiatives such as promoting adult literacy. 

• 	 This ',vould be a significant expansion of current aClivities. Currently, there are abom 430 
centers as part ofHUD's "Neighborhood Networks" program. Thcre arc another 250 
members of tile "Community Technology Centers' Network." 

III. Cost 

{t. Proposed opfion 

2000 2001 2002 2(0) 

$74 mn $IOOmn, $56 mn $22 mn, 

2200 centers in 2 years serving roughly 1 7 million chHdren, ongoing support for centcrs in 2002 
and 2003 ~ 4 year cost of$252 million. 

b. Lower cost option 

2000 2001 2002 2003 

$32 mn, $47 mil, $27 mn. $12 Illn. 

1000 centers in 2 yc,ars serving roughly 800,000 children, ongoing support for ccnters in 2002 
and 2003 -- 4 year cost of$: 18 ],I11I1iOI1, 

IV. Cost assump'h:~ns· 

• 	 The one-time capitlil cost per center is $80,000. which could pay for: 

30 computers ($1,000 each) 

peripherals (primers, scanners) 

local urea network 

hardware to connect to Inteme! (low cost router) 

educational software (both K-12, aduh basic cducation, and IT Iraining) 

Basic offiee productivity software 

Some low~cost information appliances (e.g. WcbTVs) that cun be loaned 


• 	 Salary cost would be at least I full-time equivalent at S40K per year for an 
instructor/center coordinator -- assumes that this person can recruit volunteers. 
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" 	 The federal government would pay for halfof cost (S6GK) -- and require mlltching Itmds 
[rom non-federal sources (private sector, slmc and local) in ;he firsl year, The federal 
contrihution would drop to S30K ill the 2nd year and S20K in the third year -- and the 
ccnter would be required to develop a strategy for sustuinability. 

• 	 Each ccnter can supp<>rt un average of 800 children 

2 children per PC 
Centers open 40 hrs during non-school hours and weekend 
Every kid uses PC three hours per week 

• 	 Since there arc J.2 million school age children in poverty in the 200 school districts with 
the highest absolute numbers of poor children. the goal should he 10 serve a l.arge rr<:!ction 
ofthesc, 

• 	 In addition to the eentcrs, the initiative should support $2 million/year for an organization 
that 

provides technical assistance to the centers 
encourages shadng orhcst practices 
organizes bulk purchasing and licensing of best educational soriwarc 
serves as a matchmaker betwecil centers that necd help and companlcs and 
organizations that arc WIlling to provide it 

v. Benefits 

A survey of users of Community Technology Centers found that: 

• 	 2/3 oftllc users were Imnorilies~ 

• 	 62 percent had mcomes afless thal1 $15,000; 

• 	 65 pcrcent took computer classes to improve thc:r Job skiEs, and JO p;.;rcc!)! tlscd tile 
lntCl1lCl to look for ajoh; 

• 	 41 percent got homework help or tutoring at the center; 

• 	 87 percent sujd the center had made a dirrercnce in their life ~~ gcneral improvement in 
their (~ollfhlellce, their outlook on life, and their future prospects; work-related benefits 
such tiS improved job skills, improved computer skills, and educational benefits; 
improved perceptions orteclmology; social and community benefits; .uh1 appreciation ror 
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aCcess to hardware, software" 

[Source; impact ofCTCNet Agi/iaU;s/ Findings from a National Survey 0/Users a/Community 
Technology Centers, Education Development Cenfer. Juiy 1998.J 

VI. Program de-sign considerations: 

• 	 There should be a broad range of eligible recipients, wiih a preference for those who 
already have infrastructure (people <lnd physical) in place, mc\uding: 

Libraries 
Schools with nfter school programs 
Public and assisted housing 
Non.profilS (boys' and girls' duhs, expansion of existing community technology 
centers) 

• 	 Although the program should he opcn to grants from individual ccnt..;rs. we should 
encourage larger communities to submit proposals for a network or centers 10 reduce the 
number of grams that the government \votdd have (0 mlminister, 

• 	 We should also consider how this program could support and be supported by other 
Administration iniliutivcs, e,g, 

Supported by Americoq}s volunteers 

Supported by innovative applications ofinfonnation technology de"eloped by 
TIIAP program (c"g. m::on1~ltic <>m;til notices for childhood iI1lIlHmi":;J!lLl:i) 

Supports adult IilCrac), and \vdfare-to-work 

4 




Draft December 12. 1999 

From Digifal Divide to [)igital Opportunity 

During the Clinton-Gore Administnltiofl. aCCCS$ to computers and the lntcmct Ims 
exploded, in P)9J, fe\'\' PCOI);C outside of our nation '8 universities had even heard of the 
Internet - today, over lOO million Amerk:~ltls have access: to the IOWr!1CL Computer 
penetration has also risen from 24 percent ofU,S, households in 1994 to 42 percent in 
1998 as the cost ofcomputers has dcclmctl. ' 

Access to computers and the (ntemet and the ability 10 effectively use this technology arc 
becoming increasingly important fm ful{ participation in America's economic, J101i!ical 
and social tife. People are using lhc Internet 10: 

Find lower prices for goods and services; 

Work from home or start their own business; 

Acquire new skills using distance Icarning so lhat thcy can compele for highcr
paying jobs; 

Make hetter informed dccisions about their hcallhcarc needs; 

Plan for a Hnanci.dly secure retirement; 

Track tile voting record of their electcd onicials 011 the Issues they care :thout; and 

Get more il1\'olvcd in thc cllucatil)n of their children by communic~lting more 
frequently with tenchers, and comparing tbe pcrlol111Htlcc of tbeir :iellQo1 with 
other schools in the region, 

Unfortunately, tbere is strang evidence of a "digiwl divide" -- H gap between those 
individuals and communities tbal have access to these Infomlation Age IDols and those 
who don't In some instnnces, this dividc is actually widening. A July 1999 report from 
the Departmcnt of Commerce. based on Dccenlbcr i 998 Census Department data, 
reveak>d that: 

Households with incomes 0($75,000 and higher are more than twenty times more 
likely to have access to the Intemel than those at the lowest income levels. and 
more than nitw times as likely to have i) computer at home. 

Households with tl bachelors' degree or more are more than eight times tikcly to 
ha.ve u computer than those households at the lowest education leveL 

From t994 to 1998, the percentage of white housebolds w'ith computcrs increased 
rrom 27.1 perccnt to 4G.6 percent - while t~c percentage ofbhtck households with 
computers increased from 10.3 percent to 23.2 percent For hOllscl1'('Ilds with 



lllcomcs above $75,000, however, tbe J.iffcrcncc hetwcen white and blnck 
adoption ofcomputers has virtually disappeared. 

There <Ire olher aspects of the digital divide as welL 

Low.income households niay not be 3S prepared to take advantage of the 
opportunities cteated by these new technologies, because of lower Icvels of 
functiono! and tedmologicalliteracy. 

Certain milloritk'S (Blacks, Hispm1ies, Native Americans) arc under-represented 
ill the IT indllstry. This is important because jobs in the IT sector pHy almost SO 
percent morc than the private sector average. 

Telecommunications companies are less likely to offer advanced services (such as 
h:gh-spced Internet access) to residents and businesses in runll areas or 
economically disadvantaged regions of tile country. Advanced services may be 
more expensive or not available in runl; America because of tile !o\.vcr 
concentration of customers (teleLlcnsity}. There is at least anecdotal evidence to 
suggest that this is becoming an impOl1ant f;:tctor in where businesses [ocate, 
pa!1icularly given 111e growing importal!ce oft>commercc and c~bllsiness. 

Compulcrs and COIHen! on the Web !na), be inaccessible to peop!e WHh 

disabilities, unless they 11ave been designed to be ~It;ccssiblc. 

Market fhrees, competition and technological progress will clearly help bridge the digital 
divide. The semiconductor industry is able to double computing power every 12 to 18 
months _. which has significantly reduced their cost. Conlp<lnics aTe also developing low 
cost "infol'l1wtion appliances" such as the WcbTV - which is avuitablc lor SlOO, 
Competi! ion between telecommunications companjes and Internet Service Providers is 
driving down the cost of connectivity. 

But clearly. <l natioeal campaign to hclp bridge the digiht! divide would help accelerate 
the rate at which we can create digital opportunity for a\1 Americans. We shollid take 
advuntagc ofthcse new 1echnologies to bring America together - not to further divide llS 

along the lines of race and class. A public~privatc partnership, with an important role tor 
the govcmn1cnt as ciltalyst and convenor - would help create "one America." 

I. Uni\'ersal~ affordable access to computers and Internet access at home 

The Prcsident should sel a goal of ensuring lhal every American that wants it sbould have 
nffordable access to a computer and the Internet <tt homc. by directly supporting the cost 
of Internet-connected computers for low~mcoHlc households. 

2 




1. 	 Direct support for Internet~connected computers for low-income households 

Cun·enlly, companies ure offering Internet-connected computers al $25~S30 month in a 
leasing ammgcment, wilh a new computer provided CVCIY three years. The cost of this 
could be split three ways: 

The government could provide SID/month; 

Individual households eou14 provide $5-$ 1 0 month; 

The privalC sector could provide $1 O/month - through some combinution of al or 
below cost pricing, advertising, and corporate sponsorships at the national or local 
level. Employers who arc interested in helping their cllmloyccs upgrade their 
skills using computcr-hascd twining is one group of possihle coqmrat0 sponsors. 

Cos,'; Assuming tlt'lt thc g0v.:rnmclll \v:J:ltcd to sturt wIth a pilot of ROO,OUO households, 
the cost to Ihe government \vould be $100 mijtlOJ1/ycar for three yc~rs - or $300 million 
over three yours, 

Options for consideration 

A. 	 No direct govcrnmcm money - just use the "bully pulpit" to try to gct a pilot going 
in this area. 

B. 	 Go forward with the proposal ~~ but link it mOTe (0 OUT "welfare to work" proposal 
by enlisting employers of people who have recently moved offof Wcii1lTC, The 
rationale wou!...! be that people who move from welfare to work orten wind tip in 
jobs paying: only $6-S7 hour. An Imeme!-c:onnected PC WQul...! help them acquire 
n0\V skills using lntclilet or computer-based training -- e.g. ESL. GED 
equivalence. basic IT skHls.joh-speciiic skills ~~ and become eligible for higher
payingjobs. 

c. 	 Go fOl'wan.l with proposal with a more sweeping "closing the digital divide" 
nltionalc, 

ImpiemCflfa{joulpolh:v issues 

J. 	 l'ublic-privulC partnership: An effective pUblic-private pt1l1ncrship should be at {he 
core of this initiative, Private sector and other stakeholders would set up a not-for
profit corporation (the "Digital Opportunity Corporation") w(tl1 the following 
responsibilitics: 

Define minimum technical standards for participation in the program to hclp 
ensure its integrity. These standards would evotve over time to reOcct changlllg 
markctplacc conditions. These standards would be primurily "pel'fonl1al1cc~ 
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based" {e.g. ability to suppo'rt full Web ;tcccss. ability to run word processing and 
olher hasle sollware, etc.} 

ic.entify partners who can increase awareness of the program (c.g. througb public 
s(:rviee announcements, celebrity cndorscmcn1~, civil rights organizations, blnck 
churches, local chamhers of commerce, etc.) 

Recruit corporate sponsors (c.g. major employers of working poor such as 
re-tmlers and temp agencies). 

Collect and disseminate "best practices" that emerge al the state and local icvel. 

RecrUIt content pm1ners (example is Intuit - which has a program to provide its 
financial software for free for everyone with an income under x). 

Interact with the government 10 develop a consensus on important policy isslles 
that emerge. 

Sponsor resenrch (e,g. better understanding of aUiwdinal or cultural barriers 10 
adoption oCinron'J1alion tcchnology using market rescarch) 

Recruiting a prominent fanner higtHcch CEO to nm the organization would help build 
bipartisan SlJpport. 

2. 	 EligihUilY: Two options: 

Limit to those households with income tl1Ul is less than 130 percent above the povcrty 
line; 

Expand threshold to those eligible for EITC - but reduce government payment to 
S60/year for those nbovc 130 percent ofpoverty linc. 

3. 	 Advertising/privacy: Need to avoid advertising sponsorships from comp~\Ilics sllch as 
alcohol and tobacco. All corporate sponsors should have adopted a strong privacy 
policy thai IS audited by a third-party orgal1iZlltion (e,g. TRUSTe. WebTrnst. 
I;ll;ll;lQnline). 

4. 	 Paymems: Payments woulu be made 10 the companies provitling below-cost access
to reduce the auministrativc overhead of the program" Payments from lo\",·mcOl1lC' 
households to companies is IUl important issue that will require some scrutiny because 
many of these households do not bave credit carris or checking accounts" 

5. 	 Support mul repair: Expanded support for Community Tcc.h~lology Centers ctHlld 
.,allow them to provide some uscr support, dud:o recruit tedll1ically~skillcd people in 
the reglon willing to staff a volunteer hclp~dcsk or huddy system, 
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6. Government jtiformarion & services: One issue is whether the government wants to 
have certain infonnation or services "pre-loaded" or continuously delivcred, Electronic 
delivery of govpromcnt information and services could result in cost-savings for the 
government - and help reduce thc nct cost of the program to the govcmmcnt because of 
savings i:J other areas. 

7~ 	 Sunset: 11le Administrntioll could announce a sunset for the program - tic~ to nlctors 
sHch as: 

significant increase in penetration in low-income households 

emergence of a viable business model for free or nominal cost access 

presumption th~lt it would phase out afier some fixed period of lime (e,g, 5 years) 

8. Access 10 inappropriafe mah:rw/: Companies would plcdgt: to help provith: IiIl::Tlng 
and blocking software prc~loaded ~ and prominent access to the "GelNel \Vise" web site 
that gives tips for parents ih,lt the industry has developed at the request of Vice Prcsi(knt 
Gore. 

11. Digital Opportunity tbrough new content and applicntions 

The government should also support the development of applications and content lliat 
will help empower tow-income households and communities. Although companies tin; 

willing to spend $30 million to develop a Nintendo vidco~game, or $ I 00 mil!ton for:l 
Hollywood movie, very little private sector cupit.1I is available for the development of 
applientions thut would expnod economic and social opportunity for low-income 
Americans, 

Sot1ware and dlgital inforntalion has an important economic characteristic thaI ShOlllt.l he 
explored in the developmcnt of applitmions ~ namely, that the marginal cost of 
disseminating it to more people is almost zero. This could create a new e-conomics for 
the delivery of social services. Traditionally, the cost increases proportionally!o th~ 
number ofpeople being served. This is no! the case with so!lware ilnd digital 
infonnatioll. 

a. l'tficro<cnrclprises: Create coursewarc that will give someone the skills they need to 
start their own business. Create an online toolkit that would walk someone thl'lHlgh the 
steps needed to start their own micro-enterprise and obtain financing. 

b, Adullliter(lcy; Develop courseware for adult literacy. OED equivalence, Of English as 
,1 Second Language. 

c. 	 In/ormUliofl LltemCJI; 
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"Knowledge is of two kinds: we know'l subject ourselves, or we know where we can 
find infonllation upon it." -- Samuel Johnson 

AccorJing to the American Library Association, an infonna1ion literate person is "'able {o 
re<:ognizc when infonnution is needed an(1 have the ability to locate, evaluate. and llSC il 
effectively." This ski!!:s OhV!OllSly becoming incrcasingly important - because of the 
increased volume of intormation, 

Librarians arc an idea: position 10 help p:-ovidc these skills - the Administration could 
support these efforts at tbe loclIl1cvei by expanding support for tile Institute for Muscum 
and Library Services. 

c. Loc(ll in/ormation: Provide local infonnatiol1 on public transportation, job 
opportunities, and child-care. 

d. Job training: Provide courses that allow low-income households to compete ror 
higherMpayingjobs. 

Example:' SFWorks (a San Frandsco non-profit) and c.leaming comp.:!n)' DigitalThink 
arc \vorking together on a program called "WELFAfH:~TO~WEB." TI:c p:--ugrar:l gives 
fOlTIler welfare rccipents who have enlry~level jobs acquire skills such as the use of office 
software, programr:1ing. and networking using Digil<\lThinks's ClitlrSCWarc. They arc 
starting out with a pilot program, hut hope to be able to scale to 3,000 participants wI',hill 
2 years. 

c, Public health: Communities ;lround the counlry are beginning to experiment with 
inronnation technology 10 improve public health. 

Example: 

One COUnly is using geographical infornmtio:l systems;o reduce childhood lead 
poisoning. Using a variety of data selS they can identifY neighhorhoods with 
concentrations of (a) older hOtlscs~ (b) low-income households; and (c) children 
under 6. 

The Department of Commerce has given !l grant to the Michigan Public Health 
Institute to develop all electronic childhood immunization nelwork for the greater 
Detroit area. Currently, Michigan has the lowest rate of pre-school immunization. 
This network is llllowing health care pr"widcrs to have access to the immunization 
histOl), of the child. generating automatic rernindcrs [or parents and doctors, and 
lmproving the <tbility of schools to track a child's immunization status. 

f. Strengthening parcl1w/ involvement ill ellllcario/l 

Example; Hillcrest Elementary School is: an inner-city K~5 school in Orlando, florida. 
80 percent of the students received free or redllced~pricc lunches. MallY of the students 
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speak Victnmncse, Spanish i:md French and have limited english proficiency, The school 
purchased WebTV's that children cOllJd lake home with them to improve their language 
skills. This also resulted in an increase in parental involvement, which bud been low 
bC(:;luse of language barriers, Parents were encouraged to sign on witb :.hcir children io 
help wi til lessons and to llse the scnooPs \Veb sile. which f:;:nturcs a weekly ncwslctlcr. 
the school calendar, the daily lunch ll1~l1u? tc~lehers' email addresses and purenlmg 
resources, 

Cost: The government could support the development of these applications with a 
significant increuse (+$40 million) ill the Commerce Department's Telecommunications 
Opportunity Program (TOP), which is currently funded at $20 million. This inc:-casc in 
funding would support partnerships between non-profits, rOl~!1diHiolls, companies. mnt 
state and local governments to: 

Oevelop applications of inronna!ion technology that will help empower [ow
1llcomc Americ:l!ls and communitlcs; 

Demonstrate these applications on ~ pilot basis and cvnlmiting tbe results; 

D.;;vdop stnHcgics for rcplicating the results in other communities, 

This is' a highly successful and competitive program. Currently. the Commerce 
Department program can currently only fund 1 in IS grants, A recent evaluation orthe 
program found thtH every federal dolJar generated an additional 54 in matching funds, 
project expansions, i.md new spin-off activities; and that 90 percent uflhe projects funded 
during the first 2 years kept going even after federal funding had stoPPPc-il 

The Administration could also increase Sllppor~ for the Institute for Museum and Library 
Services to expand "infonnation literacy" programs in 80 communities ($250,000 per 
community - for a total cost of$20 million). 

m. Communities 

1. Increase supp0l1 for Community Tcrhnology Cenfers 

Current level of support for CTCs is $32.5 mirion, One option wDuld be to inC!"'~~iSC by 
$100 mIllion to $1325 milliun. 

This complements the "access to the home" initiative by stimulating demand and 
providing training, Once people feel comfortable using a computer and the Internet in a 
Community Technology Center, they might purchase one for home usc. 

An additional S 1 00 milliml would rund an additional! ,000 centers ten times the number 
we were able to fund wilh the first round of FY99 grants. We know thUi in the first rollnd 
of funding, the DcpartnlCllt of Edtlcat:Oll got 750 applicatior.s <md was only able to fund 
40 applications (some applicants supported multiple centers), 
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2. Broadband Communities 

The Administration could propose an increase in programs that are designed to promote 
economic development such as EDA and the Department or Agriculture's Rural Ltility 
Service - U!.rgeted to greater usc of telecommunications for economic development. The 
lypes of projects that would be supported include: 

Aggregation ofdemand from companies and public institutions io encourage 
telecommunications companies to build out their network;; to Hirai arcns. 'I'he 
cost of high-speed lntcnlct access can be I°tunes hIgher ($2,000 vs. $200) in 
rural areas than in urban areas because of the cost of sending traffic to a far.away 
network "point Qfpresenee," 

Bf.:ttcr use ofrights~of-way to speed deployment and encourage competition 
hetween mUltiple telecommunications companies 

Deployment of high-speed networks to inner-cities to provide employment thai 
can be "out-sourced" - such as data cntty, cat! centers, and eniry-Jeve1 
programming. This also solves some orille biggest obstacles associated with 
welfan;-to~work - lack of affordable chi!d care and public transportation. 

Lower-cost connectivity to industrial parks and business incubators. 

Trials of wireless and other technologies to find more affordable broadband 
alternatives for rurnl comillunitics. 

Cost: $50 - S100 million for projects in 50 t;than and rllral COlllllllllHtics ~ :t~llf in EDA 
and hal r in Rural Utility SC:'vit:c, 

[v. Tax proposals 

ObVlOusly, there are some tnx incentives that could be part of the "digital divide" 
initiative .• including: 

Increased incentives for donations ofcompulers - change in "husls" or in.crease 
the range of eligible recipients: to community technology centers or other non~ 
profits, 

Vcrsion of Dorgan technology training lux credit that is jusl targeted !o 100v~ 
income communities, ar:d would include cost of home PC ;'IS eligible expense fi,r 
employer. 

s 




Summary of costs 

I. 	 Universal access to the home 

$WO million for PC/lntcl11c( access' in 800,000 low-income households ~ $300 
million over 3 years 

2. 	 ContcnUapplications for digital opportunity 

Triple Telecommunications Opportunity Program ~ $40 million 

Help librnries in 80 ~ommunitics establish "infomlation llteracy" programs ~ $20 
million 

3. 	 Communities 

Increase Community Technology Center program to $132.5 milti,)!! ~ establish 
1,000 new centers - $1 00 million 

50 urban and mrai <'broadband communities" -- $50 - S 100 million 

4. 	 Tax credits 

E:{pandcd computer donation tax credit. '!?? 

Technology tmining lax credit -- jllst fo; low-income. ?'J? 

Total: 	 - $310 - $360 million 
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Smaller package 

1. 	 Universal access to the borne 

500,000 households· $60 million 

2. 	 COlllcnt/applications fur digital (J1>pol'tUJlUy 

Doub!e Tc.:lccommunicutions Opponunity Program· S20 million 

Help libraries in 80 communities establish "Infonnation literacy" programs - $20 
million 

3. 	 Communities 

Iticrease Community Technology Center program to $100 million - establish 675 
new centers - $67.5 million 

25 urban and mral "broadband cOIl1n1unitics" -- S25 - S50 million 

Cost: $192.5 • $217.5 million 
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PRESIIlENT CLINTON VISITS IlROOKLYN, NEW YORK AND TilE WALL STREET 
PRo,mCT TO ANNOUNCE IllS FY211111 NEW OPPORTUNITY AGENIlA 

JlllllUlry 13. 2000 

TOIlAY, PRESIIlENT CLINTON WILL YISIT B1{()OKLYN, NEW YOI~K ANIl TilE WALL 
STREET PROJECT TO ANNOUNCE FlJl!TIIEI~ ELEMENTS OF illS NEW OPPORTUNITY 
AGENDA. Today, President Clinton will annoullce his FY2001 New Markets agenda and highlight the 
ilecd for continlled erTorts by the priv<ltc sector to invest in distressed areas. This ,lgclllia includes: 
• 1\ m<\jor c.'''Inlilsion of his New Markets and 1~lllpllwermenl Zone Tax Credits. 
• 1\ new initiative knowll as FirSI ilCX()/IIlfS. tn bring the "unbanked" into the financial mainstream. 
• I\n invitation to corporate leaders to participate in a roundtable at the White 1·louse to discuss how 
the busincss community can build upon tlw success orthe Community Reinvestment Act (CRA). 

President Clinton will kick off the day with Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez who will be the lead 
sponsor in the House of Representatives of the New rvlarkets Venture Capital legislation, a key 
component of the President's Ncw tvlarkcls initiativc. This legislation was introduced last ycar in the 
Senate (S.1594) by Scnator John Kcrry. Thc evcnt will take place at Brooklyn's Boricua College where 
they will announce the opening of a neW Small Business Development Center (SBDC) and the creation of 
an innllvative new lending cooperative, that will focus 011 Brooklyn's Hispanic business community. 

President Clinlon will then speak to the Wall Street Project. founded by the Reverend Jesse Jackson, 
where he will address 2,000 corporat" leaders to discllss the importance of corporate involvement and 
investnH.:nt in IItldcrscrved areas. At each stop, the Presilknt will emphasize his strong commitment to 
deVeloping and passing in to law a bi-partisan kgislmive initiative based on the agreement that he and 
Speaker Haster! announced last November. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON WILL BE .IOINIW TODAY BY CONGRESSWOMAN NYl>IA 
VELAZQUEZ ANI) OTi-lEI{ CC)I{I'OI{ATI~ ANn C()MMUNITY nEVEL()I)MI~NT LEADERS. 
These include: Victor Alicea (President and Founder, Boricua College), Marjorie Magner (CEO oCthe 
Consumer Bank, Citigroup), Francis Byrd, (Assistant Vice President, Bank Popular), Woodrow C. 
McCutchen (President. Nationall\ssociation of Small Business Development Centers), JameS King 
(Director, New York State Small Busincss Dev(;lopment Centers), Steve Kravitz (President and Chairman 
of LO:ln Source), Tt:rry Ludwig (Executivc Din:ctnr, I\ccion New York), and Andrew Murstein 
(Prcsi(knt, Medallion Financial C()rporation). 

IN BROOKLYN, CORPORATE ANIl COMMUNITY 11IWELOI'MENT LEAI)EI~S ,'OINF,I) 
THE PRESIDENT ANI) CONCIU:SSWOMAN VELAZQUlCZ TO ANNOUNCI~ TIU~ 
FOLLOWING COMMITMENTS FOI{ BROOKLYN, NEW YORK: 

• The Opening of a New Small Business Ut:vclopment Center (SBDe) at Boricua College. This 
Small Busincss Development Ccnter which is housed in Brooklyn's Boriclla College will focus 
on the area's Hispanic business conullunity by providing assistance in an effective, 
cliiturally~eonscious environment. The program will delivcr business counseling, training and 

technical assistance in all aspects of small development business management. The following 
commitments have bcen madc to the Center: 
./ SBDC program: $250,O()O 
./ Citigroull: $IOO,OO() per ye,lr for nextlhree ye,]rs 
./ Boricll:t College: $22,000 plus donal iun of space 
./ Ballcn I'op"hu': $7,50() 



• • 

~ Hell Atlnn(ic: $35,{)OO. Bell Atlantic has provided prime' office space tit the fvlctroplcx facility 
ill [he 11l::;lrt or Brooklyn's business dis!I'id as un SHDe (lum:m.:h location. They have also 
provided free imcnlt:t access hI (1)(.; SBDC. 

• Creation or a :-':cw L":I1t1ing Co-u:H.:mtivu Am Ijated with Sillull Business l)cve[opmcnt Cenler. 
'Ille New Markets Lending Cooperative is an inllovalive program that will bring logeihcr 
severnllcvcls ofcapiwl funding til Brooklyn. Tbl.! Cooperative will be a fitst-of.. its: kind clTort in 
Brooklyn, a mw..:lHl<..!Utkd vehlel\,; hI hring deht and equity capitat to husiness owners in thi:.; 

predominantly Hispanic neighborhood. The Cooperative is a poul of resources thaI win be 
available 10 small husincss ownc~ ,md has obtained commitments totaling over $13 million In loans 
and venture capital j{lf the Bm'11\:1)'11 CflIIIIIHllliIY. 'I'll:.; program will oflcr assistance for loans and 
venture capital through lllrc\; p:lrticipming I>:Hiner;; - At:doll New Y ofk, H CUlll1ll un ity 

Development Finallci:llln$lJtuti,m and III icroiemler that will provide $5 million in microlaans 
over the next two years iO Brooklyn, the Loan Source. a Small Bll$incss Lending Company 
that will I)rt)vidc $3-5 milli,m in SBA-guarantccd 10;\1\;;, ,Ill.! , the Me(bllion l~inal1cial 
Corpmmion, a Specialized Small Business [nVel'llllelll ComlxlllY that will pmvide $5 million in 10ailS 

and venture capital, 

THE I'REsmENT WILL ALSO AI)I)RESS TilE WALL STREET I'IWJECT LUNCIIEON ON 
HIS FY2001 NEW MARKETS AGF.NIJA ANIlIllSCUSS TilE IMj'ORTA:'1CE OF j'RIVATE 
SECTOR JNVEST;m:NT I" 11ISTRI:SSEIl CO~IMUNITIF.S. 

In tbe afternoon. thl,) Prusidenl wiH travd In Rcvcrcml Jessc Jacksoll '" Wall Stred Project to addrc;;s a 
lunchc()l1 of2.000 of Ihe eOlwtry's corp'}I~t1e leaden;, DUI !ng his rcmarks, ihe President will highlight his 
new oppnl1unity agenda and I.lJllllhasize Ihe impnrtimcl' olTorpomtc America '$ participation in the 
cconol11 ie developmcnt t,f UlHJcr:-,t,;rved C()lIl1ml~\ ities around I he country. He will extend an invitat iou 10 
corpon!!e Icnders tn participate in a roundtable disc\/ss!OI) nllhc White House to explore how the business 
communilY c,m build on sucecss of eRA. In addition, the NHholial Academy foundation is signing two 
formal Ml.)nlol<mlia (If Undct'sl<l!lding with two 1hlc!,l1 ngcncic<;: the Dcpllrtmeul ofCommerce and the 
Smalllhlsi!lc.~s Adminislratin!l. 

• Sanford Weill, on I}chalf oCtile National Academy Foundation (NAF), signed two Mcmornnda of 
Undcrs(:Hldil1!; with Sill\. alld f)cpnnillcilt nrC(Jll::~:c~ce to Increasc Opportunities to Youth. Todny. 
SOlltDnl 1. W\:ill. Chainnan ()"lllt: Nal inllal AcadeulY Ft'ulidlltk1l'l by lind Co-CEO of 
Citigroup signed two MOU:;. om: wilh SBi\ and onc with J)cpul1lTi<.,'11l of Commerce which raise 

mvan;ne,~s or opportlJllitii.:S to ~tlpport thl,: (li,:"ciopment of YOllth. These newly formed alliances 
will help pnwid;;; OpPOfll1nilic:; fur mcnll)fing alld intemships: to advise NAF 011 
curriculum development and public servIec opp{)rtunilics I1x high school stndeliis. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 
(New York, New York) 

For Immediate Release January 13. 2000 

RENARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

AT WA:'IJ STREET PROJECT :"'UNCHEOI\ 


Sheraton Towers Hotel 
New Yo~k, Kew York 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. The reason we were 
scurryinH around up here is that Reverend Jackson had taken my 
speech. (Laughter. ) That's okay, I've taken a lot of his over 
the years. (Laughter.) 

Sandy, thank you for that wonderful introduction, I'm 
glad one of us made money out of this administration. 
(Applause.) I want to congratulate Robert Knowling and my 
longtirr,e I IrJonde:::ful frtend I Barry Gordy j on their awards. T 

thank M:::, Iverson and Mr. Steinberg for supporting this important. 
work. 1: thank Sec~~etary Slater and our SBA Administrator, Aida 
Alvarez, for being here with me. A:;.d I think Secret.ary Cuomo 
spoke here ea!'lier today. He and the Vice Preside:1t have done a 
wonderful job with our empowerment zone program and the other HUD 
economic develcprr.ent. initiatives. 

I want to say a special word of appreciation here today 
to the nembers of Congress who are here -- CongresB~an Rangel, 
Valasquez, Owens, Maloney, Engel, and Jackson. (Applause,) And 
my personal thanks to two former members of Congress who are 
here, the leader of the NAACP, Kweisi Mfume -- (applause} -- and 
my good friend, Reverend Floyd Flake, who went home to his 
mission in fe. And I thank him. (Applause.) 

r saw my friend, Mayor Willie Brown from San Francisco, 
and we congratulate him on his reelection, (Applause.) And 
former Mayor David Dinkins of New York ~- thank you, Mayor 
Dinkil1s. , {Appla;.:se.! A."i.d our Ccmp~roller, Carl McCall! a:::.d so 
ma:::.y oth,~rs who are here. (Applause. ) 



I want to thank Hugh Price for the Urban League's work. 
And I'd like to thank all the business leaders here who have 
helped the whole effort that Reverend Jackson has made over the 
last sevE~ral years, but I would like to say a special word of 
appreciation to three who have been close to me and also close to 
Reverend Jackson -- Willie Gary and Ron Burkle and Dennis Rivera, 
thank you all very much for what you have done. (Applause. ) 

Now, we've got a lot of folks here who have done 
things, but I want to say also how much I appreciate Reverend 
Jackson's family -- Jackie and all their wonderful children. 
They've been great friends to Hillary and to Chelsea and me, and 
I just get a big rush every time they stand up and get 
introduced. It's quite exciting. (Applause.) Reverend, you've 
done a lot of important things in your life, but those kids are 
the most important, by a long, good way, and I want to thank you. 

Let me say, I always look forward to this event, but it 
keeps getting bigger and bigger and bigger. If it gets any 
bigger w(~' re going to have to start holding it in Yankee Stadium 

(laughter) -- and that's a good thing. I would like that very 
much. 

You know, I'm just practicing for my -- did you see the 
way I got Barry up here and I took out the stand and then I 
picked up his glasses when he dropped them? I'm practicing for 
my role as a Senate spouse. (Laughter and applause.) Did you 
catch my wife on Letterman last night? Was she great, or what? 
(Applause.) You know,. it's bad enough that I have to give up 
being President -- now I've got to give up being the funny one in 
my family. (Laughter. ). Life is always teaching you lessons of 
humility. (Laughter.) 

Although the press, you know, they keep saying I'm a 
lame duck. I think what a lame duck is, you know, you show up 
for one of these things and nobody else comes. (Laughter.) So I 
want to thank all of you for making me feel like I'm still 
President today. (Applause.) 

Now, to the business at hand. We all know why we're 
here and we all know what werre supporting. I am profoundly 
grateful, not only as President, but as a citizen, for the work 
that Reverend Jackson has done with this Wall Street Project. I 
am profoundly grateful that so many business leaders have 
supported it. 

I want to say, also, a special word of appreciation to 
the members of the Congress that I have already introduced, and 
to the current and former leaders of the Congressional Black 
Caucus and the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, Representatives 
Waters, Clyburn, Roybal-Allard and Becerra. I want to thank 
Senators Sarbanes, Kerry, Robb, Rockefeller and Congressman 
LaFalce from New York, because they've been especially supportive 
of this New Ma~kets Initiative. 



Now, you heard Sandy Weill say some very kind th:':'ngs 
about the economic record of the administration. But I would 
like to put it in a little different context. It is true that we 
have the lowest unemployme::t rate in 30 years; that in just a few 
weeks we'll have the longest econoTlic expansion in the history of 
America. weill then be over 20 million new jobs, surpassing the 
expa:::sions that occurred in Wor2..d Har II \.;hen we were fully 
r:1obi2.ized for war, It is true that we have the lowest recorded 
African American and Hispanic unemploymen:: rates, the lowest 
female unemployment rate in 40 years. That's all true. But itis 
also t::U€~ t;:at -:::he minority unemployment rate ane the minority 
poverty rate is still about twice the national average. 

I was jus: ir: 3rookly!: with Nydia Velazquez to kick off 
a small business center with Aida Alvarez -- you hea:::d her 
talking about it. In Brooklyn, a borough in New York City that 
has been very good to me and to t~e Vice President, the natio~al 
unemployment rate is 4.1 percent; the Brooklyn unemployment rate 
is still Over 9 percent. The national poverty rate down to about 
11 percent; the Brooklyn poverty ra-.:e way over 2S percent. The 
national home ownership r~t:e, 66 percen:.; 3rooklyn home ownership 
rate about 28 percent. 

A lot of goad things are happening there. Ar.d the 
w~ole ayea has been reboLn on the energy of new immigrants. And 
I feel Vi9ry good about It long-term. But I want to make a po=-nt 
here, IE we're in a position -- which we weren't in seven year's 
ago because r.:he who':"e country was in a mess, economically and 
otherwis,e - - but if now it is true that: we have perhaps the best 
economy 'de' ve ever had - - instead of having the biggest debt in 
history, we're now payi~g the debt off fOT the first time in the 
history of tbe country - - th,~ ':'reas:..:.ry Department started buying 
the debt in early so we could provide more capital for the 
private sector at lower interest rates, and our goal to have 
,2\merica debt free, the government debt free in ;"5 yea:;:s -- now, 
if we're in a pOSition to do that, there will never be, number 
one, a bect:er time for us to bring economic opportunity to people 
a::d places tha:: have been left behind. Number two, it has to be 
done in a partnership ,oJ:.th ::he public and private se::tor, because 
waIve still got a debt to payoff and an economy to keep strong 
and the government can't do this alone. This needs to be driven 
by private sector investment, private sector expertise, the kind 
of thing that will change for the :o~g-term not only people, but 
whole neighborhoods and rural areas, Native American 
reservations, by empowerir.g them to shape a different future for 
themselves. 

If we carrie do this now, we will never do this. We 
will ::ever t arour,d to doing this If we do:;.' t de it ::OW. 
(Applause.} SQ, pol.nt number one, we have a moral obliga::ion to 
use our prosperity at this moment, especiallYI to lift up the 
areas not only of New York City, but Upstate New York, which 
would rank 49th of aL.. of cur states in job creation -- if you 



took the city and ~he suburbs out, the rest of New Yo~k "'.'Quld be 
49t~ of ~he 50 sca~e$ job creation, 

And :.here a::::e lots of things that need :::0 be do::e -::here 
that creative en~re?reneurs Cc-'\r1 deal with, in terms of 
transport-a:: i::m and ::.nvestBent, lots of other issues, A;-;.d a:':.l 
over A:nericu" 

The second th:'ng I 'wane 'Co say is this is in the 
economic $e1£.- ",erest of the people who are dOing very well. 
The people whose stocK. has gone :from five bucks to 55 bucks. 
Why? Why is that? viell, Sa::dy sto.=.e Bob Rubin from me, and he 
probably figures that now he' s bu_~_let-proof from whatever we do 
in the government t you :':'nO'N. B~:. let rr,,;!2: tell you, you would be 
astonished at the t.~_rre we spent: bott when Secretary Rubin was 
::here and after he left, i::: the V;hite House and a few blocks 
down, the time Chairman Greenspan a::d his s::aff spend at the 
Federal Reaerve thinking about the :cllo.,.;ing q".;est':'oY'.: How can 
we keep this going? How much longer can this go on, after we 
even eclipse the record of expansic;-: in war:':.:ne ':"n just couple of 
weeks -- how can we do it? How do econoreic expa::sio;;.s end? 

tilell, scmet:imes they just run out of stearr.. There's 
nobody left that doesn't have any loose money to buy IT.ore s-::u'::f. 
You kno...;? And tten, sometimes r they run out 0:: steaD beca:..lse 
everybody starts n:aking 30 much money that they asl:. ::or higher 
pay, or supplies get tight and they become so expe::sive they 
could get :'n;:latio:.1. in the economy, and then you have to raise 
interest rates to stop lnflation, and the cure for stopping 
inf ion also b:::eaks -:::he economic growth. Unemploymeut goes up, 
growt:.h gees down, and it happens over and over again. 

Have '-lIe scrt of repealed the lavJs of the priVate 
economy? No, we haven't ::epea2.eci iti but. technology and open 
markets and competitiven.ess and productivity have changed it and 
made new things possible. 31.;.:: how are we going to keep this 
going? 

Well, I would a~'gue the only way to-keep the growth 
goir:g without inflation is ::0 find both new b'.1sinesses and new 
employees and new customers at: the same '::::.:ne. If you have new 
people with money to spend and jobs co ho::"d, then you can have 
growth withcut: inflation - - so t::at: if the '.lnerr,ployment rate in 
Brook2.yn drops f:z."'om 9" 4 percent tc <;, 1 pe~:::::ent, where it is 
natio!1wide, because you've got a whole lot of new jobs there, 
ar.d chen these people that have the jobs spend their mor:ey there, 
::hat '"l:;)n j t ::::ontribute 
going. 

to inflation, it wi2.1 keep the economy 

GenIs 
And 

forget, 
the same 
folks, 

thing is true all .across ti:e :::::oun::ry. 
t~is is net just an inner-city problem. 

And 
One 

of the best th::..-ngs C"esse Jackson ever did was go to Appalach':'a. 
We were out there ':'n Appalachia with this New Markets tour last 
sumreer, and this l:'ttle courthouse town in West Virginia) and he 

http:Brook2.yn


got a bigger hand than I did because he had been there before. 
(La<oghoe>: < ) 

~he face c£ ~~ today we celebrate ~he fact tha: the 
face of wealth is color-blind, and that there is an equal 
distribu=ion 0: talent in our country, You also see that ~he 
face of poverty and depriva.::.io!':'. and the lack of opport:unity is 
color-blind, rhis is a:::: American challenge. 

We were in Appalachia -- we visited a company called 
Mid-South Electronics ttat. now makes communications equipmen: -
some of you migh:: b:..;.y it - - that frakes its way onto the desktops 
of many Fortune 500 co:npanies :::epresented in this room. Ten 
years ago. in a distant place in Appalachia that's hard to get 
to, they had 40 employees, And now, thanks to the availability 
of capital, they have 850. Way back ~n t~e hills in Appalachia. 

In East St. Louis, with the great Me: Parr, Jesse 
Jackson and I visited a large new Walgreen's store. first store 
~hat had been built in this distressed neighborhood in 30 years. 
And :he Cla::ager of the store was a 24-year-02.d wO'i'lan \...rho just 
graduated from college a couple of years ago -- running t!-iat 
store with 30 employees. And I believe every one of them but two 
were oldf~r tha:":. her f and they thought she was great, And the 
neighborj;.ood was corring alive because of capital. 

In MississippJ., t-,,'e met a woman who had been wonnng for 
years in a small comput:er store and never made any money at all 
-- just: in this little, bitty store in a town in Mississippi. 
She had no n'.oney t:he ban:" and they were going to close her 
store, But she got an eq;;.ity capital investment, and then she 
could get some loans. And she bought her business, where she had 
just been an employee all these years, but within a year, she had 
more than doubled the S~2e of the business ana was making good 
money. She went from modest: wages to beJ.!:g a proud business 
owner. 

And there a:eG lots of stories like this everywhere. 
B~t for every story like it. in these d::.stresse6 places there are 
lC t'.10re people who could be this scory and aren1t yet. And 
that's why people like you come to events like this. 

This cm:.ntry owes a lot to visionary business people 
who are part 0= this movemc:tt. We owe a lot to the members of 
Congress who are trying to help me pass my initiative, without 
which I could do nothing, and I thank them for being here. And 
we owe a lot to yeu, Jesse Jackson, for understanding that t~is 
was the next great frontier in tt:e civil rights movement, years 
and years ago, and fighti~g for it all these years. (Applause.) 

Now, here's what I 'tit 90i~g to :::ry to do this year, in 
our last year in office -- to set 'Jp a framework that will enable 
us to bring opportunity ::'0 the people and p':aces that have been 
left behind. First, I will resubmit, wit.h certain changes, my 
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New Markets Initiative, the general idea that I want to give 
people the same incentives to pu~ money in underdeveloped 
neighborhoods and towns in America that we give them today to put 
money into poor areas in Latin America and Africa and allover 
the developing world. (Applause.) 

Now, I strongly support that, too. I believe that when 
Americans give people in distant villages a chance to build a 
decent life, they're more likely to be good citizens and to 
support democracy, and less likely to join the narco-traffickers 
or the people that are trying to corrupt governments and end 
freedom, or later try to cause problems in the world that the 
United States will have to deal with. So we need to keep 
reaching out there. But we can't say, at this moment of 
heightene:d prosperity and a real challenge to keep our growth 
going, that we're not going to give the very same opportunities 
to our own people. 

Now, what are we going to do? First, I will propose a 
major expansion of the new markets and empowerment zones tax 
credits, to give investors tremendous incentives to give a long 
look to the underdeveloped areas in urban and rural America. I 
want to thank especially Representative Charles Rangel for the 
very large role that he has played in leading the charge on both 
these tax credits. (Applause.) I'll ask for more than twice the 
funding I asked for last year for this tax credit, to spur $15 
billion in new investment. 

I'm also going to ask Congress to authorize two new 
components of our new markets agenda. First, our New Markets 
Venture Capital Firms, a program geared toward helping small and 
first-time entrepreneurs; and then America's private investment 
companies, modeled, as I said earlier, on the Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation, to help larger businesses expand or 
relocate to distressed, inner-city or rural areas. Now, 
together, all these components of the New Markets Initiative will 
leverage over $20 billion of new equity investment in our under
served communities. (Applause.) 

Here's how it works. Through our New Markets Venture 
Capital Initiative and the American Private Investment 
Corporation, we'll spur new investments in both small and large 
businesses by telling investors the following: If you put up $1 
of equity capital for new markets investments, we'll provide $2 
of government guaranteed loans. In some cases, we'll even defer 
interest payments for up to five years. 

What is the practical impact of this? It says, if 
you're willing to take the chance of seeking a profit in the new 
markets with new partners, we'll help to lower your financing 
costs and some of your risks. Then, on top of that, the new 
markets tax credit will give investors a 25-percent tax credit on 
investments in the Private Investment Corpora'tion, in the New 
Market Venture Capital Group, in community development banks, and 



other funds that invest in our new markets. This will enable us, 
alone, to increase the amount this tax credit serves, from $6 
billion to $15 billion dollars. 

Now, is anybody going to, all of a sudden, put money 
into a sinkhole where they think they'll lose it? No, not unless 
we give you a lOO-percent tax credit. But if you know there is a 
marginal increased risk, but a potential big reward, not only for 
your investment, but for our country as a whole, what these 
initiatives will do will say, hey, take a look at these places in 
America that have been left behind. And they're out there, and 
they're gifted people. 

I ordered Christmas presents, a few Christmas presents 
on the Internet this year for the first time. But you know who 
my seller was? One of America's Indian tribes. When we went to 
the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota -- do you think it's 
tough in Brooklyn -- do you know what the unemployment rate on 
the Pine Ridge Reservation is, because it's so far from 
everyplace? One of the most noble places in America, the home of 
the Oglala Sioux, the tribe of Crazy Horse - - their unemployment 
rate in this economy is 73 percent. 

I met -- I was taken around through this neighborhood 
by this young woman who had had a very difficult childhood, but 
she was one of the most impressive, self-possessed, articulate 
people I have met in a long time her age. And I thought to 
myself, there is an equal distribution of talent and intelligence 
everywhere in our country, and it is wrong for these people to be 
denied good jobs, good education, good housing, decent 
businesses, and the opportunity to build a different kind of 21st 
century community. Now, this is wrong. (Applause.) 

So I say to all of you again, I want you to help me 
pass this New Markets Initiative: I want you to help me increase 
the empowerment zone tax credits. And I want you to help me keep 
doing the things that are working. I want you to help me work 
with Vice President Gore and Secretary Cuomo to get a whole other 
round of empowerment zone communities, so we can put even more 
intense efforts there. And I want you to help me make it a 
nonpartisan deal. 

The Speaker of the House, Dennis Hastert, a Republican' 
from Illinois, joined Reverend Jackson and me and Congressman 
Bobby Rush and some others in Englewood, Illinois, recently, and 
he pledged to work with us to find common ground on these 
proposals. Economic opportunity should not be the political 
province of any particular party. Economic opportunity should be 
the birthright of every American. (Applause.) 

Let me just mention one other thing I'm going to do, 
which is related to this, because I think it's important. Our 
new budget will carry a new initiative we call First Accounts to 
expand access to financial services to low-income Americans -- an 



idea long championed by Maxine Waters and many other leaders in 
Congress, Today, ~t's hard for some of you to believe, but far 
too many families have no ban/::: accouc-cts at all, They wind up 
spending a lot of their precious money on unnecessary fees, 
therefore, when they pay bills or cash checks. 

Under this First Accou~tB' initia:::ive, we're going to 
work \-lith financial institutions to encourage the creation of 
low-cost bank accounts for low-i::.come families; to help bring 
more ATMs to safe places in low-':'ncc:ne com:nunities, like the post 
office; to provide training to help :i:amll:;..es !';1a::age household 
fina::ces and build assets over time, which will work very nicely 
with the financial education efforts you're launching at this 
cc-nference. 

And then, finally. I want t.o convene a roundtable at 
the Nhite House to build even greater awareness in che corporate 
community of the benefits of the Community Reinvest~ent Act, 
{Appla'J.se, } You; ve already h<;;;;;rd a lot 0;: talk about t::at I but 
we had to work hard to ensure that when we passed the Financial 
Modernization bill and expanded the powers and opportunities for 
banks, WI; expa:::ded the eRA, as well, and kept it, instead of 
weakenin:3" :"'t. Th;)t law has been on the books for over 20 years, 
with mar,: than 95 peycent of all the money loaned ',lnder it has 
occurred in the last five years. And T'm very proud of that 
because more t::an a $1 trillion in long-term commitments !":ave 
been mad,;::. to inves:: in ou~ communities. 

So I say to you, we!ve got to do more of this, 
Especially whe:l you pr:t. the responsibilities of financial 
institutio:-'.s 0:: the Co:nmu::city Reinvestment Act with these 
incentives -- =-f we can pass ::hen through Congress, we can ::ave a 
flood of money into areas that have never before had it, co 
people that have never before, been able to get a loan, in ways 
that are good for all the res':: 0: l.tS t because they'll keep this 
engine going wi tl-;. no lnflation. 

Anyway, tha~ is the idea. And I loved all this New 
Markets tours we've done, Ar,d Reverend Jackson and I, ma!;ty 
'Jlembers of Congress, we've stopped a:: a lot of places where 
President.s never go, And I'm having such a good tinc, welre 
going to do another one this spring, So, Reverend I you've got to 
clear you're calendar, we're going to go. And we're going to 
specifically focus on something that I hope all of you will help 
us on, We're going to focus on the digital divide. (Applause. ) 

This very conference is being broadcast live over the 
I:::ter::et to people allover the world. B',lt a lot of the people 
you're trying ~o reach don't have a ccmputer, ::an't afford the 
hook-'.lp. We have worked very hard, under the V:'ce President I s 
leadership, to get something called the e-rate as a part of 
reforr.l of the telecommunications syst.em, which gives a couple of 
b:.l::'ion dcllars in subs:;..dies to schools and libraries arou~d the 
country ~hat are in low-income areas, so everybody can afford to 
be hooked up, 
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When we started five years ago, we had -- only about 14 
percent of the schools in our ccun:ry were connected to the 
Internet; now over 80 percent are. We're really working hard, 
and we've had' a wonderful partnership with the private sector. 
But ie's not enough for the schools. 

I went to Hudson County, New Jersey, which has a lot of 
first-generation immigrants, in a school chat had so many 
problems it was almost closed by the state. And then the 
principal 0: this high school not only started making sure all 
the immigrant kids whose f t language was not English were 
trained on the computer, they started putting computers in the 
parents' home and showing them how to do it -- so that all these 
low-income working people cou~d e-mail their parents, teachers, 
and their principals eve'?"y day. ?he dropo'olt rate went way down 
and the performance of these kids in a low-income neighborhood, 
most: of them immigrant kids, rose above the state average of New 
Jersey. 

We can do this if \oJ'e close ::he d:.g:.tal divide. 
(Applause.) Your company had a lot to do with tr.at, a:::.d I thank 
you. (Applause, ) 

Se, again, 1 Bay, you know, when you k:-:Old somethi~g 
works and you :.cnow you ought to do it, you know, by the way, it 
will he':'p you as well as help other people, you need your heaa 
exami~-;.ed i £ you don't do it. 

I see this as a part. of Arr.erica making the moat of this 
precious moment, This week -- I'll just close with this -- this 
week, I had one of the great, SOyt of personal encounters with 
beauty in my whole life. I flet..' to the Grand Canyon and I got 
there late at night. And T stayed in this old lodge built in 
1905, which is right out on the edge of the Grand Canyon. 

Thirty years ago, when I '.t;as a young man, not long 
after I met Hillary, 1 drove all t!18 way to California to see 
her. And I stopped at the Grand Canyon late in the afternoon. 
And back then, you had greater access before we lawyers go::: hold 
of everything. And 1 crawled out on a ledge and I watched the 
sun set over the Grand Canyon for two hours. A:;,d you know, that 
canyon was formed over millions of years, and the::::-e are 10cs of 
layers of: rock and lots of different shapes. So when the BU::: 

set, the light corr,es out of the CR!1yon until it disappears, and 
it changes everyt:hing, So fer <;:he first time in my life, this 
week I got to see ,:he s'..;.n r~se ove ..c the Grand Canyon. So when it 
rises, it goes dOWZl in::o the canyo:: and has the same impact, 

, And 1 went there to set'as~de anot~er million acres to 
orotect it. there, under authori;:y that ?~esidents have had since 
Theodore Roosevelt got Congress to pass sonething called the 
Antiquities Act, in 1.908, And really lOa years ago, the times 
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were -- bore a lot of similarities to today. We were becoming a 
nation of immigrants; we changed from being an agricultural 
country to an industrial country -- just like we're going from 
being an industrial country to an information-based global 
society now. 

And Theodore Roosevelt said that the great hallmark of 
every young and growing society must be that'it takes the long 
look ahead. It's a nice phrase, isn't it? So if we are what we 
dearly want our children and grandchildren to believe we are, we 
will take the long look ahead. 

We'll deal with the challenge of the aging of America; 
the children of America; the need to balance work and family; the 
need to prove that we can improve the environment as we grow the 
economYi the need to put a human face on the global economYi the 
need to stand against the new threats of terrorism and weapons of 
mass destruction, and the old demons of racial and ethnic and 
religious hatred around the world. But we need to start in the 
long look ahead with the clear understanding that this is the 
only time in the lifetimes of most of us here when we ever had a 
chance to give everyone their shot at the American dream. 

When Martin Luther King was preparing to go to Chicago 
a long, long time ago, and Jesse Jackson was not still in high 
school, but he was very young - - (laughter) - - in 'preparation for 
Dr. King's arrival, Jesse launched Chicago's Operation 
Breadbasket, an effort to open the dairy, the grocery, the other 
segregated industries to African Americans. In just two years, 
he helped more than 3,000 men and women secure good jobs and an 
income that totaled over $22 million a year. So decades ago, 
Chicago srot a glimpse of how good business could be when more 
people could play, to use the Reverend's phrase. Now, everyone 
in America knows this. You are all here in recognition of this. 

In a little more than a year, I'll just be a citizen 
again. lmd when I leave, I want to know that my country took the 
long look ahead, to give every poor person a chance to have the 
dignity that comes when your mind and your body and your spirit 
are enga~red in productive labor for yourself and your family and 
your children. 

Thank you very much. (Applause. ) 

END 2,33 P,M, EST 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. You know, : ~ave to tell 
you, I was sitting here listening to all the previous speakers 
and looking a~ the people in the audience, feeling very grateful 
for how goed Brooklyn's been to me over the years, and thinking, 
this is why I ran for President. These are the people that 
deserve help, a hand up, a chance to work together and to live 
their dreal1',s. 

Enealia Na:;, t::ank )tOU :or your wonderful words _ Thani< 
you for the power of your example. Thank you for the kind things 
you said about my wife, who, I should tell you, has been 
involved, as I was, for now over IS years in these kind of 
endeavors. We brought a smal: developme:::t bank to our state, 
modeled on the Southshore Bank in Chicago, 'Which did so much to 
revitalize difficult neighborhoods r:he:::€. We star::ed a micro
lending program and we're now spreading r:1icro~ lending all across 
America, And last year we made 2 million loans in poor villages 
in Lat~n America and Africa and Asia, as \-/e11, to help people 
everywhere - ~ (applause.) 

I always like to come to New York and give my wife a 
plug. I thought she was going to run for office here, but after 
David Letterman last night, she may be trying to get his job 
instead, (Laughter.) I sat there and I said, you know, I 
thought I was supposed to be the funny one in this family. 
{Laughter. j 

I want to thank Aida Alvarez for the wonderful job 
she's doing. She's the first Pt:.erto Rican American ever to serve 
in a President's Cabine::, and she's doing quite -- (applause,) 
And I want to thank our HUD Dep~t.y secretary, Saul Ramirez, who 
has already been acknowledged. B'J.t he and Secretary C'.lomo have 



been real champions of economic development here in New York and 
across the country. I thank him. 

Pr~sident Alicea, thank you for hav.ing me here, I love 
to go to community-based educational institutions. I think they 
are in many ways the most successful institutions in America. 
They are entrepreneurial, creative, flexible and chey give 
everybody a cha::ce at the brass ring. Ana so I thank you. 

I tha::k Jirr: King, the State Director of the S;nall 
Busi!"":ess Developn:en:: Cente:::, and Wcodrcw McC'.,;.tchen, the President 
of tne Na':ional l-\.Esociat':'on of Srr,all B>:.siness ::Jeveloprnent 
Centers. I want to thank all the people who put up the money 60 

far. Thank you, Steve Kravitz, for making this day possible, ! 
war:t to thank I-targe Magner (phonetic} and her boss, Sandy Weill, 
from CitiGrcup. for donati!lg SleO,OOO to help launch this Boricua 
Small Business Developr.1ent Cen<;:er. I thank Accion a:::d its 
:::-epresentative for bei:::g here. 

But most Of all I want to say a word o~ two about Nydia 
Velazquez, She has one emotional level -- (laughter) -- intense. 
(Laughter,) She communicates one feeling only -- passion, 
{Laughter and appl~use.) When she asks you for something, you 
get the feeling that you can tell her yes now, or tell her yes 
later. (Laughter. ) And in the end, you wind up with Enealia I s 
pun on her last name; you decide to go for now. (Laughter. ) So 
she will do anything, I mean anything, to get her way. 
(Laughter. ) 

She took a trip with me on Air Force One -- she gave 
dancing lessons to a Republican congressman just to try to get 
him to go -- (laughter and applause.) He was a very nice j 
at';:ract.ive Rep~blican, but being a Republican, he had rhythm 
pro:Clems. A:~d he tcok care of it) you k::cw, {Laugh-:er and 
appla'C.se.) It was wonderful. I say t t because I never want 
t.hat to hurt her in her overwhelmingly Democratic district -- she 
was just trying to build more bridges the way she always does. 
{Laughter, ) 

I:: is also t::ue ::hat she was o::e of the first people to 
say to :ne, now ::hat W9: had tu:::-ned the A:ner':"can economy a:::o'.:nd, we 
had ;:c reach au;: to the markets in America that had not turned 
around. And so, for all of you, the most important thing I can 
just say is, thank you, because you have proved that this can 
work, and, therefore, you have laid a very strong foundation for 
the legislation 11m going to ask Congress to pass this year. 

Let me just say, for example, if you look at the work 
of the small business development centers in New York State alone 

let's just take Ne\'" York State ~ ~ the five-year success rate 
of businesses getting off the ground here with the help of these 
local centers is an astonisbing 9S percent. 
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Now, as you have heard, the center that will be here at 
Boricua College is getting a tremendous boost from the New 
Markets Le~ding Cooperative tha~ Representative Velazquez has 
been so instrune~tal in creating. This will provide more than 
$13 million in loans and ve~ture capital for entrepreneurs l;i,ke 
Ms, Nau. 1'.nc. na:ry of them would not have access to capital in 
ar:y other -v..'.s.y, 

Again, let rae say I wa::t to thank Acciofi, the :"'oan 
Sour:::e, Medallion Financial Corporation, all of them for their 
corr,r.1itments :::0 this cooperative. For h-..;.ndreds of hardworking 
families in =his com:nun:'ty, you are underwriting the American 
Dream. 

Over the past year, I've been to places that Presidents 
donlt normally go. I've been to t'lat:::s -- I've been to Watts hal! 
a dozen times since I started :;:,u:ming for office, but 1 went bac~ 
to Watts, I've bee!'. to inne::!':-ci:y ~ewa~k, inner-city Atlanta, 
the poorest housing p::::-ojects i:-: Chicago, in East: St, l,Quia, the 
barrios of South Phoenix and Hartford, :;:,ural and farming 
corr.munities in my native state of Arkansas, and r'4ississippi and 
Kentucky. I've been to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in 
South Dakota, where t~e ~nemployment rate is 73 percent. In 
everyone of these places, and here in Williamsburg, as well, I 
see potential, not hopelessness. 

NOW, here's the pitch I try to make when I'm not here 
to get support for many, many more endeavors of this kind, Seven 
years ago, when I started this odyssey as President, we had 
national economic distress, social decline, discredited 
government. But, today .~ so we could be forgiven for 
concentrating on the big needs of the majority of the American 
people -- we had to turn the ship of stote around. 

But now we have the lowest unemployment rate in 30 
years, the lowest welfare rolls in 32 years, the lowest crime 
rate in 25 years. the lowest poverty rate in 20 years, the lowest 
female unemployme!1t rate in 40 years, the first back-to-back 
balanced budget in 42 years -- surpluses. 

We have, ;:or the first: tine in my lifetime, a strong 
economy, an improvi~g social fabric a~d the absence of severe 
d8mestic cr~ses Q~ fo~eign c~ises. Now, if we cannot fulfill our 
responsibiL.ty ::ow to give every Amer::'can a chance to live up :'0 
his or ece: God-give:: pocential, when :'n t wide wor~d will we 
ever get arou:::d to :'t? If 'we can do .tt now, when will we ever do 
i -? (Applause. ) 

The second thing I wan'.::. to do is to amplify a little 
bit on a point that Nydia made, that this is good business, A 
long way from this community in Nashington/ D.C., you would be 
amazed at how many hours we spend with our economic team -- and 
Aida has been part of it -- and how many hours they spend over at 
the Federal Reserve, with Mr. Greenspan, figur:Lng out how can we 
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keep ::his eco~omic growth go:"ng. .Ir. just a few weeks, this 
economic expansior. will becone the lo::gest expansion in the 
his~ory of the country, eclipsing those which occurred in war 
time, whe~ we were fully mobilized. 

Now, how do you keep it going? Well, what normally 
kills expansion? They run out of steam because there is no 
opportunity to grow, or the growth leads to inflation. And then 
to break inflation you have to raise interest rates. And that 
ends the economic expansio~ because people can't afford to borrow 
any money anymore, and they're paying mare for what they've 
al~eady borrcwed, And tl:ey ge:: i:::. ::rouble, so that. ends it. 

Now, is there an inflation-free way to keep the ecor.ony 
going? Yes, there is. What is it? You have to find !1ew markets 
and create new jobs and new businesses in places where ::hey 
didn't exist before. If, at the same time, you create new 
businesses and ne"l employees and new consumers, you will have 
more gro".,ch without inflation. ' 

So in a ::t:nny way -- you need to know this -- what 
you1re doing here is good for people in North Dakota where the 
u::.employ,nent rate is '..!nde~ 3 perce:1t. I::.'s good for people ':'n 
New Hampshire where the u::.employnent rate is under three perce~t. 
Why? Because you are pe~itting them to having a growing 
American economy without inflation, 

So every American should be supporting this -~ not only 
becaus€ it's morally right to give people who are poor and who 
don't have access to capital the chance to live their dreams, but 
because it is in our self-interest as a nation if we want to keep 
this astonishing econom~c revival going. 

And more and dore people are comi~g to understand that. 
I tha::.k the Congress on a bipartisan basis fo~ already passing 
the first bill last year appropriating the funding, the first 
level of funding for my national New Markets tiative. Now 
we're wOl'king to pass a set of tax -incentives and loan guarantees 
to give companies the same financial incentives to invest in poor 
areas in America we give them to invest poor areas in Latin 
Arr.er':"ca or Africa or Asia. 

I suppo:::'t the =-ncentiv2S we give AmeY.'ica:: businesses 
and financial i~:s:::i:;u.t:~or,s to ifives\: overseas. '::'hose people are 
our cus:::cmers, too, and they're o-.;r partners for the future. And 
if we want democracy and peace and har.rr;ony to reig!:. around the 
world, people need a chance to live their dreams, too. It's no 
accident that the crime rate goes down in America when the 
economy goes up. And the trouble rate goes down around the world 
when the economy goes up. But I do believe that people in 
America deserve to have the same opportunities from their 
government, and people in America with money deserve to have the 
same incentives from their government to help Americans that we 



give them to ::elp peop2.e i:: the rest of the world. And t::at' s 
the basic t~:eory beh:::.nd the Ke·.... ;V:;;u:~e::s Ini::iative. 

An essential cO'T.pcnent of this is the New j·iarkets 
Venture Capital Fund, which your representative in Congress has 
played such an enQrmous role in creating. The idea is basically 
simple, but I want to explain it. For every dollar in equity 
capital you invest in America's new markets, we will give another 
dollar in government~backed loam3, effectively doubling the 
investments. Altogether, we think this program that Nydia has 
helped to create wi stimulate $1.3 billion over five years in 
new investments to start up and expand businesses in areas that 
have been left behind in urban and rural America. And! thank 
her again for this ::::emarkable thing. (Applause. ) 

Now, we still have to pass th~9. Tha~'s why we need 
her passion a~d fo:::us, you see. {Laughte:!::,) And i: is a greo.:: 
tes::ame::t to the ef:c~ts :hat she ar.d others ::ave {f,ade that no;;: 
very lon9 ago we had a big New Markets event in Chicago. And the 
Speaker of the House, who is from r:linois, joined us there -
just a couple of months ago. He made it clear that he is ready 
to work with us to come to agreement On legislation early this 
year. And I talked to him a few days ago, he reaffirmed that 
commitment. If we do get this kind of bipartisan agreement, I 
don't want you to forget: that Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez will 
be a maj(,r reason why we t this done. (Applause. ) 

Let me just close with this. Think about where we are 
now as opposed to where we were a hundred years ago, right here, 
At the turn of the last century, ~lilliamsburg was known as one of 
the best incubators of new businesses an}~here in America. It 
was positioned. near a big po:::t and a major market. The 
fdate~fron:: was packed with doci{s, s}:ipyards, warehouses, neta: 
works, Bugay re::i:::e:::-ies and Ylil:'s. 

After World War II, everything changed. Today. you've 
heard your unemployment rate, your poverty rate and your rate of 
home ownership are more than twice the national average in the 
wrong direction. But the people here represent a whole new wave 
of American immigrants -- more than 90 ethnic groups represented 
within just a mile or so of where we are. And Williamsburg once 
again is becoming a remarkable incubator/ from retailers and 
restaurants to bodegas and bookshops. fu~d the economy is 
changing. 

We had a huge V.'ave of immigrants who came into New York 
City 100 years ago from all ove~ the world, 'just as peop:e bega~ 
<;;:0 move fro:n r'..:ral a:::eas in Ar:te!."'ica to :he c'::"'ty, because ::he 
econOIT,Y changed fro:n a:: agr1.c'..:ltu:::'Rl ecor.or:ty to an i::d:.:.strial 
econo':T,Y. And Amer:lca was chang::'ng wich ~'=-, and peop:"e saw tope. 
Hell. the economy has changed again. And for 30 years, Brook:"yn 
bore the brunt of i:, as tte indust~ial economy shrank, 
particularly in the number of employees it took to produce things 
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and manufac~ure them. And we developed a new information-based 
economy in an increasingly globalized socie:::y. 

But we I re hook:..ng in:-.o that now with thi:"rgs like 
infor!T!ation services. There's a tremendous opportuntty out the:::€: 
for people v..'ho Vllil::' he::'p do what 3nealia Nau is aoing -- now, 
(:"aughtel'.; And this represer:':.s a c::'ear u:r:derstanding that most 
of the job gro,<,r::h is co:n:'ng ir:. Atrerica fyon srr:all busi::esses, and 
nost people \.';:::c s::art s:T,all b:..:.s:'nesses have a geod idea of what 
they \;Jant to dc, b-..:.:. ::t.ey nay not knm...· hm'J to do i:::, OY 0.1: 0: 
the othe:1:" s:.u::f YQ:"':" ve got to do just to do what you want to 60 
and what you're trai;-.ed and ski:.led to do. 

30 -:::hi8 is a big 9art cz America continuing its growth 
ane us:"n9 :::"ltera=..ly the only chance ),.n ~y :ifetimc , which is 
getting ':::L little longer as the days go by, t::e only chance in rr,y 
lifecime we have ever had ;;0 give every A!r.er:ican w~o is willing 
to work t.he chance to live the Arr.erica::;. dream. 

So I want to say again how profoundly grateful I am to 
all of you, to say thank you and Dios los bendiga. Bless you. 
(Applause. ) 

END 

http:trai;-.ed


Today, President Clinton will unveil a comprehensive pmposal to help bridge the Digital Divide and to hc:p LTcale 

digital opportunily for all Americans, Thi" j':>SllC has also beer. a top priority for Vict' Pr~sidcnt Gon.::, whu has 
worked (0 hridge the Digit:.l Divide by ensuring that an Qf' lIur ;,;ilildrcn h:wc access to cduc,nionallcdmology_ 
Access:o con~puters acd thc bt;,;mct and the abJlily to clfc:.:tivcly us!.: Ihi$ tec:lllolugy arc becoming lllcr(:mill1gly 
irr.pml'U1t for ful: participation in Amcl'i<;a' s cconomic, political and <;oela! liIe, Un;ty-:m:u:cly, lIneqll<\; access tn 
technology and high~tech skills by inc<>mc, cduc:ttiorlllI1evel, rllCC, ant! geography could deepen .and n:inforce tl-w 
divisions that exist within American society. President Clinton believes that we must make access 10 emnputers 
and the Internet as universal as the telephone is today -~ in our schools, libraries, communities, and bomes. 

To make the most of these new opportunities, the President believes wc fl'lUSt: 

• 	 Broad!!n ll('CCSS to technologies such as computers, !h~' Internet. and high-speed networks; 
• 	 Provide people fhe '!killed teachers nnd the training they need to master the inlormation ecmmmy: 
• 	 Promo!e online t;ontent and app1ications thnt will help empower all Americans It} usc new h.:t:hnolog:cs to 

their IbHcst pote::1tiJ.L 

President Clinton will announce specific proposals in bis FY200 I budge! 10 help accomplish thes.~ gouls and help 
create digital optxutunity for more Americans -- includmg $2 billion in tax incentives to encourage privute scelOr 
activities such as computer donations, and $380 milHon in new and expanded initiatives to serve as a catalyst for 
public-private partnerships. 

PRESJ[)ENT CLINTON'S 2001 IllJl)GF.T INITIATIVES 

I. 	 $2 billion over 10 ycars- in lax incentives to cnconra~c privule sector donation of CIIJIIIHl1crs. 

spunsorship (If community technology centers, alld it'eJmology tra.ining for workers. 


2. 	 5150 million to help trnill all new leadH~rs cntt'ring till.' wurkfllrtl: to liSt' technology dfc(:tiwly, 

], 	 $100 million to create 1,000 Communit)' Technology CCllrers in low-income urban and rural 

neighborhoods, 


4. 	 $50 mUlion f(lr a public/prinltt' partnership to expand home access to computers and the luterm.'l 

for Inwwincome familic... 


5. 	 $4.lfi mUJinn to lirornote iutiOvnth'e applkations of information lIlId ('oUlmunil'atiol1s techuology fur 

under-served communities. 


6. 	 $25 million tv accelerate IJrivOItc ...ectur deployment of bruadband networks in under-served 

urban and rural communities. 


7. 	 $10 million to I)rcparc Native Amerkans for careers. in Information Technology and othcr 

technical fields.


L----'-" 

To Ilclp Mobilize Public/Priv:HePlirtnershil)s To Close the Digital HI vide, President Clinton Will Lead A 
New Markets Trip This April: Closing the Digital Divide n:quin:s creutivc part:lerships between induslry, flon~ 
proJit (lfgani7.utiofl~ and governmer..1. Th;:!I'S why President Clinton willlcad a Ne\.v Ma~kds tr,p this Apn: 
designed to mQbih:e <1 ;;;gnitkm:t private and jluhhc c-fJ\)]"\ 10 dnst: thl: liigi:,d Jivide. T~;,s trip. wh:ch wiJ: iadudc 
leading high-tech eEOs, will highlight con~mllnitles thut un: Llsing infurmation technology t\) I:nh;mc~ our 
children's education, expand bCCC$S:O :ifc-Im:g learning, 'Hld creale CI.:OllUn1H': growlh ami h)gh~le(;h, h;g:HV~li:lt: 
jobs. 



'. 

THE CLINTON-GORE AGENI>A FOR 

CREATING I)IGITAL OPl'ORTliNITY 


Private sector competition <lOd rupid tcchl1ologicfll progrcss un~ powerful forces for bridging .he digiwl dividt' and 
for making Infonnation Age tools available for more and more Americans. The information technology industry is 
able to double the amount of computing power available al a given price every 12~ 18 months, and is now selling 
low~ost computers and "information appliances" - such as specialized Internet 3ccess device;;. Some cOll1p::mics 
arc even o;lcring frce, advcrtiscr~supportcd 1nternet access. By working with the priva1i.: sector and community
based organizations, the Administration can accelerate the trend of expanded access. 

But access to technology is only the first step, We also need to give more people the skills they need It> liSt' 

technology, promote con!cn! and applications ortechnlllogy !hal will help empowc: undeN:crvcd CO!llmm:::ics, :1;10 
ensure that 11U, tcach..::rs ,an uSC' tcdmo;ogy cfti.:ctin:ly i:'i the classroom. Helm'! IS a hr;cr d:;;;criptlOI1 oi'!he 
initiatives that President Clinton and Vice President Gore un: proposing to ht'lp act:o:npli;;h these goa!;;; 

I. 	 $2 billjon over 10 ye:.rs in tax incentive.. to encourage prlyate sector donation of eomputers, "11Utl'wrshill 
of communiiy feebnoioIDi centers. and tt'dmology trllining for 'workers: President Clinton's hudgei 
mcludes $2 hill ion in tax incentlves to encournge companies to donale computers to schools, libraries nnd 
community tec:mology centers. to l>ponsor schools, libraries, and community technology centers in designated 
Empowerment Zones, and lO provide basic compu(t;r training. workplace literacy. or other basic cducalt"n for 
thC'tr employec£.. 
• 	 Encouraging COI1lI)}Ulics to donnte computers. The Preside-nl plOpOSCS 10 extend and expand an 

enhanced tux d • .'duc!!on to provide companies With :111 incentive to donate COI~lpll!ers to school.;;. !i:>r:lrlCS 

nod COI":1PUtCr !cc:lI1u!ugy centers Thi.;; enha::\l::cd dl~l'lI:.:1ioll al~()ws cumpa:rie.;; to lk:d~!d 11"J:'e :hun ;he C,l~1 
or their donation. Under current law, this enhcnced deduction applics 10 donalions of cornp~j(cr:: 10 s~hools 
only and expires aficr the yenr 2000. The Presiden\"s proposal would ex lend this prov,sion through June 
30, 2004 and would expand it to donations 10 public libraries or community leehnology ecntt:rs in 
Emp()wenncnt Zones, Enterprise Communities, and high-poverty areas. 

• 	 ProlJloting cOfjmratc sponsorship of schools, libraries and community t(!chnnlogy centers. The 
President proposes tax rcliefto encourage companies to sponsor schools and community technology centcrs 
in Empowenncnt Zones and Enterprise Communities and targeted low-income areas. The President's 
proposal \V1)uld allocate credits for $1 Gmillion in corporate sponsorship \0 each of the 31 existing 
Empowerment Zoncs nnd 10 proposed new Empowcrment Zones and S4 million in -corporate $ponsorship 
for each uftne more thnn 80 Enterp!'ise Comn:Ut1iIH~;;, 1n tota:. !~Je President'" pmj'lllsal would help support 
up to neill'll' S I billinn in annuu161}(ll1sorshi?s ttl hl.:::p improv~ schouls and COmm(C1ity tt:chnu!ngy Cl'nll':"s. 

• 	 SUIJporting tcdinuhiID' training (or 'workers, The Presiden;'s proposa.l would provld<.' targeted tax n::!icf 
10 encourage compunies to provide basic computer trJining, workpl<lce literacy. or olhcr basic (.'ducallon for 
employees that lack ihe basic skills to succccq in the modern workplace, Companies would be allowed to 
take a 20 perccnt tnx credit for up in $5!250 in annual expense:; per employee. Elig:blc employees 
generally would not have received a high school degree- or its equivalent. 

2. 	 $150 million to hell' tra'n aU new leachers entering the workforce use technology effectively iii the 
classroum: Under the k~ldership ofPrcsidenl Climon and Vice President Gore, the United States has made 
enonmms progress in conr.ecting schonls to the In:crr:ct, "nd inC1CJSlng Ihe numlx:r of I1mdcrn comf1tltc~" in the 
classromn. Howevc:, access to comp'.lte::; and the l:-,h;:'!et will no: help "tude:l:s uel",levc high ue-;.\I.iet,;,ic 
standards unles~~ teachers afC as comfmtablc with a cUlllpL:te as they arc with a enalkb',):lrd. Prcskh~n: Clifilun's 
budgel calis for $]50 million in Dcp:mmc!1t of Educmion grants -- doublt:' tht:' last yeur's inVCSlllli:l1f or$75 
million -~ to cn:-;urc that all new teachers entering the workforce arc technologically literJte and can integrate 
techno!ogy into the cutriclIlum. The need for this invcslment 15 ckur. According to the National CeIlII:r tor 
Education Statistics, only 20 percent of1cachcrs report 1hat theY:Hc "very well prcpared" to integra1c 
technology into classroom. And over the next 10 years, K-12 schools will need 10 lme 21l1i1hon neW lcachers 
to fill the vacancies left by retiring teachers and to accommodate increasing student popUlations. 



:t 	 $100 million to create up to 1.000 Comnlullity Technology Ccnters in lon'~inc()mc urhan nod rural 
communities: The President's budget more than tri?les the Department of Education's support for Corr:munity 
Technology Centers - from $32.5 t:li1holi in FY200U to $100 million in FY200 I. This initiative, championed by 
Congresswoman Maxine Waters was initiully funded at $ 10 million in fiscal year 1999. The goal of the 
initiative is to help close the "digital divide" by providing computers and Information Age 1\.)ols to children and 
adults that are not able to afford them at home. 'rhesc community technology centers will help empower 
hundreds of thou sa ods Qflow~income children and adults in a variety of ways. Children will be "blt, ttl 
improve 1h;:ir r{:rfixn::mc;: in school by having access tn higlHJlmlity cdm;ationa; suftware :,nl.:!' school <l11t1 
prepare fhl' the higlHcch wo!'&.placc o-tllle 2l:a century by gelling I.:crllflCu with ulllnI9n:,u;inn t<:t:blloluf.V 
skill. Adults will be ablt: tn liS\,' computers u:,u the lnterne! to takc a se!f-pact:d adult likmcy courSe; get acl.:(,'~S 
to America's Job Bank 10 sce what jobs arc ovailable; learn to type up a resume and cover leHer using word 
processing software; learn 10 start up their own "micro-enterprise" or Web-based business, or acquire new 
training. A study sponsored by the National Science Foundation cO:lf~rms lhat Community Tcchnology Centers 
are hc~pi:1g to bridge the digital divide. Of the users s'J.fveyed: 62 pe;ce:"t had incomes oflcs,; th;!n $15,000: 6$ 
pcreenl took CQlllputer t.:la~ses 10 improvL' their job $kills: and 4: ;)crccr:t got hor;)cwork help or iu!oring a: l11c 
1;emer. 

4. 	 $50 million rOt' a public/private partlit'J'shil' to cXlland home ac('c~~ (0 computer:-. and rite JfltcnH~t for 
low-income families: The PresldcnI's budgcl includes a new $50 million Department ofComrm;rec pilot 
program 10 expand aCC(,5:J io cO!t:ptllers and the Internet for low-inr,:nmc famillt.'s, uml to give these families :hc 
skills they need to usc these new Information Age tools e!Teclivdy. This new progrnm wiil provide 
competitive grants to public~privatc partnerships at the local leveL Polentlal partners might include: local 
school districts seeking to expand parental involvement in edueation~ higl:Hech 1;ompnnies willing to provide 
discounts on computers and access; libraries offering rr<lining on "information literacy"; employers seeking to 
upgrade the skills of the!f workforce using distance learning, and government agencies at all lcvels seeking to 
save ta:tpayer dollars through the electronic delivery of government services_ Tht: Adm:r.islra~ion wi:l co:itinu~ 
to work with the private!:eclo! lind non-prolit org<lnizalion;; on the mnst eficcth'e W_Hy to design In:$ p:ogr';inl. 

5. $45 million to ImultOre hmovatj",c 31'I)lications of lofornmfion technology tur undcr~s('n'cd communities: 
President C!in!nn's budgct will II"rease the inwstment in the Department ofCommerce 's highly~successful 
Technology Opportunities: Program (Tal}) tn $45 t'..ill1oll -- trlp:e ;hc currcnl level of S 15 million. This 
progr<.lm encourages InnOV(l! ive applications of in rnrmatiun h:cblOlogy that hdp ~'lllJ1{)WCT linv-lm;omt: 
communities ~~ public health infonnution sys!cm~ lhat raise childhood ICll!1ltnizatIO:1 rates;n inner-cities, tdc
mentoring for at-risk Y<:luth, and eleclronic networks that strengthen local com:nt.:.mtirs by fostering 
cornmunic.Hlon nod collaboration. 

6. $25 miUitm to accelerate l)riVlltt' scctur dC1110ymcnt of hlgh-spced networks in under-!iCrved urhan and 
rural eonuuuuitics: High-speed Internet access is'becoming as important hl the economic vitality o(a 
community as roads and bridges are today. 'Inc President will propose a new $25 million progml11 at tht; 
Department of Commerce Uflu the Department or Agriculture to accelerate private sector deployment of 
broadband networks in under-served urban and nlr'll communities ~- using grants ;,nd loan gLlarantces. The 
potential payoff from these kinds of investments is enormous. One company, for example, has helped people 
move fmm "welfare-tn-work" hy connecting their community with the high-sp{.'(!d nCiworks necded 10 :.:upport 
!elecon:mutbg. This solves some ufthe biggest hamel'S associated with wclfare-to-work -- lack or c~iildcarc 
a:ld transportation. 

7, 	 $10 million to prepare Native Americans fur o:areer~ in infnrmatiun tecbnulogy and other tec1mio:al 
field$: The National $CiC[iCC Foundation wilt support elTons by tribal coileges to increase the number of 
Native Americans who are prepared to pur~uc careers in information technology and other teelmiC;lllields, 
The ahility In Wle technology i:; bcco:11ing incrcasi:;gty important in the workplace, ant! Johs in lhe mpidly 
growing inj(Jrmation technOlogy sector pay a:mos; 80 percent :'))orc Ihal! the aV\;!agl.! pnvalc !>t:'clor wage, 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF BRIDGING TilE DIGITAL DIVIDE 

Access to computers and the Internet nnd the ability to effectively usC' this technology are becoming increasingly 
important for full participation in America's economic, politictlJ and soci31 life. Peoplc are using the l!lIcmel to 
lind lower prices liJr goods and services, work from home Of start their own business, acquire new skills using 
distam:e learning, and make better mfonned dccisiO!ls about their healthcare needs. The ability 10 usc :echnoJogy is 
becoming increasingly important in the workplace, and jobs, in the rapidly growing infonna:ion technology s\;clOr 
pay alm,}s! SO percent more than the average private sector wuge. . 

Technology. u:-;cd creatively, can also make a big Clffcrcm:;,: in the way teachers teach and ,tudcnts kum. In some 
dassrooms. teacher;: ;m; u::ing the Intcmet to keep up with the laleS! uevelopments in their field, exci1nngc 1c::~!I!l. 

plans with iheir colleagues, and communicate more frequently with P3rcntS. Sludents arc ab!c to log on to the 
Library of Congress to download primary documenls l~Jr a history paper, explore the universe with an In!erncl~ 
connected te!cscope used by professional astronomers, and engage in more active "lea:-ning by doing." Students 
arc also creating powerful Intemet~bascd learning resources that can be used by other students - such as award
wmning Web sites ~m endangered species, the ql0tOgy ofsleep, human perception of SQund, and an eXplol'lllion of 
the- Amcrican judicial system, ' 

Access to comp·uters and thc Internet has exploded during the Clinton-Ciore Adminisiration, Unfortllnntt'ly, lhen: is 
strong evidence of It "digital divide" ~- <l gap between those individuals and communities that have' access 10 lhest: 
Infonnation Age-IDols and those who don':, In some instances, this divide is actually widening. A July 1999 report 
from the Department of Commerce-. based 011 December 19~i8 Census Departmenl data, re\'\.·ukd thaI: 

• 	 Better educated Amel'icllns more likely to be clIllIlrcicd. Between 1997 and 1998, the tcchnology divide 
between those ill the highest and lowest education levds (nere-ased 25'X,. In 1998, those with a college degree 
nrc morc than (.:ight times likcJy to have a COr.iputcr at hOl11e and nearly sixteen times as likcly to havl.: homc 
Jntcrnet access tiS tbo::!!: With an elementary schoo! education. 

.. 	 Th(! gap hetween bigh~ and low~ift(:omc Americans is ill{:rcasing. In the lust year, the divide br:twt!en those 
at the highest and lowest Income levels grew 291%. I fOllsehokls wilh incomes of £75,000 or higher arc mon: 
tha!1 (We/It!, time:, more likely ~o have ac\:.ess to the Internet thnnlh\)$c at the lowest income level};, [\nd more 
than lIille (1m<:..'( as likely to have n computer at home. 

• 	 Whites lUore IIkel)' tu he cunnected than African~Amcricalis Qr Hispanic];. The digital divide is also 
persistent und growing along racial and ethnic lines, Whites are more likely to hnve access lQ lhe lnterne; fwm 
home lhan African-Americans or Hispanics have from {lilY location. Alrican-American and Hispanic 
households are roughly iwo:fiflhs as likely to have home Internet access as white households. The gaps 
between white and lilspanic households, mid between white and African-Amcrican households, arc now more 
than six pcrccntuge poinls hlrgC'r lhiil'! they were in 1994. However, for incomes ofS75,OOO ano hight'r, Ihc 
divide hetween whites and African-Americans has ml:Towed consitlcrably in Ille lasl year. 

• 	 Rural areas les... likely io be connected tlmn urban mer.... Kcg::rJle!'s or in0H11C ;cwL Ihnsc nVIDg ;,\ fUf;1I 

arcas an: lagging behind h) compu:er ownership ane [n:<;mct ')1.;c;,:,-;s. A: somc income l::v,.'rs: Iho"t, 'J\ lIrh:!': 
are:lS are 50%. mo~c likely:o have I:!:c:T!.et ~cee~s L:~an Ih(l~ car:li:lg thl'" s;;.;;:}t' i:1<;oc,e :,., rur;d art'L!'>. Low 
!.ru;Ol11C hou"l.·holds in (twa: arcas arc the leaSl c\)n:·,e(;: ..xl, wilh eOllm::<.:t!.vLty rates in the ;jingli.::> dig;:" fnr holj1 
computers ,tllll InLernet access. 

In addition, dala from the Nationa! Center for Education Statistics reveals 3 "dLgnal divide" in our nation's schods. 
As of the fal! of !9!)8, 39 percent ofclassrooms of poor schools were connected to the Internc:, ::IS compared 10 62 
percent for wealthier schools. 
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A STRONG RECOIUl OF WORKING TO CLOSE THE (}lGrrAL (}lVIDF: 

President Climon and Vice President Gore have worked hard to close the digital divide. and to belp create 
opportunity for more Americans in the Infonnation Age. 

• 	 President Clinton and Vice Prc:;idenl Gore have sci a national goul of ensuring thaI every child h: 
technologically (iterate. Ie: addition to preparing children for the high~tech workpJnce Oflhc 21'1 ,:cntury, 
tec11nology C::J£! help cha:1gc tbl; wuy teachers tcoch and students h:arn. Teut:hcrs can cnmmu:llc;JtC i~mr:: 
frcquer:t!y with parcn:$, k..:cp up \vith the latest {kveli)pI1lCllt:o: ill their licld, and exchange k:>~!m p:a:,s wIth 
their colleagues. Simicnts can co:,duc1 research llsing primary :Hlun.:c muterial, learn the princlp~l.:s tll 
genetics by breeding virtual fruit nICS, and learn astronomy by using a professional tc!t:scopc located 3,000 
miles from their classroom. 

• 	 As a result of the Clinton-Gore educational technology initiutive: 

• 	 The number ofehl\SrfHIlU\ connected 10 the Internet has increased from 3% in 1994 \0 51 '1., in 19')8, 

• 	 The number of schools ennnl-'cke to the Int{"I1lCl ha:: incrctl:lcd frum 35% in 1994 10 B')IXI in 199~, 

• 	 The "e· rate", part oflne Tc!t:;:ommun;cati,ms Act (if 1996. is providing $2.25 bill it)fl H1 2{)'Y., - 90'1;, 
discounts to conne,,! schools und libraries to thlt Intcrnet. w::h the ocepes: discounts gOing to thc 
poorest schools that need It most The C-!1lte alone has provided Internet access lor childn.:n in more 
than I million classrooms. 

• 	 Our totlll investment in educational technology at the federollevcl (ineluding the e~rote) has increased 
from $23 million in 199310 over $3 billion toony. 

• 	 Grants supported by the Department of Edm:al!On are training 400,000 new lcaehers 10 usc: Icchr:ology 
effectively in the classrnom. 

III addition, I'resident Clinton ,md Vit;(.'-i'residc-nt Gore have worked tu; 

• 	 t:xpand access to technolugy .·or people with disabiJidcs: Presii.h:n: Clinton and Vice President Gore 11;1\,1.: 
been strong supporters of efforts co make technology more accessible for people with disabilities, ReCl..'nt' 
actions by the Federal Communications Commission will help ensure that telecommunications equipment. slich 
as cellular phones. is designed to be accessible for people with disubilities. 

• 	 Expand acc(~'iS to tcclinolol!Y in undcr~served communities: 111 addition :0 the Community Technology 
Ccnter program, HUD Sec. Andrew Cuomo hus created approximately 5(10 ~dghborh{)od Network learning 
centers thai bring ~tale of the nrl technology to publicly,·u;;:wHcd lh)tlsing a;,;.rOSS America. 1-IUl)'~ Nt'lghhorho{)u 
Networks afC mn{)v;}tlve privalc/pllhlic partnerstups that establish o.;ompu!cr-haseJ multi-service ee:lters 10 help 

pcoilic in pliblidy-asslstcd housing learn critical computer Skllis :md prcpa:e for 21 5t century joh". 

• 	 Ensure tllat the Administration makes dosing the Higital nlvidc a top ))riority. In Dccemtx-r, 1999, 
President Clinton directed members (if the Cabinet to lake specific actions to address the <ligital divi<le: 
President Clinton is directing members of his Cabinet (Secretaries of Commerce, Education, Ilealth anu I-hnnan 
Services. Housing and Urban Development, and Labor) to tuke specific steps to close the Digital Divide, 
including: 
" Continuing to n~eaSUfC the nature and extent of the digital divide by examining the impo1'tance of i:1C011');::. 

education, ,<lee, gender, geogmphy ond age to Amcricons' access to lnfonnation Age tools; 
• 	 Expunding the network of C,)rn:nunity Technology CCJ11crs to provide ::lCCCSS to technology fnr tho,,;c 

American who can't afford it; 
• 	 Promoling app!kallnns of the Internet lhat wi:l empower I(m'~in;:ome families. such as the ability 1\) Slan 

their own busines."; lInd 
• 	 Upgrading tbe IT skills of workers in low~i:lcome communities. 
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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
'a- a.'-o () 

~~_THE: WHITE HOUSE 

~~ WASHINGTON 

M#rob 18, 2000 

MEMOllANDUM FOR THE P~IDENT 

FROM: GENE SPERLING 
MARIA I!CHA VEST!! 
STIlPRANIE STREETI 

SUBJECT: APRIL PRESIDEI\TIAI.. NEW MARKETS TRIP TO BRIDGE THE 
DIGITAL DIVIDE 

BACKGROUND 
.& you know, you will travel the weet ofApri19!h across the United States to continue to bring 
attention to the need to bring digital opportunity to youth, families and communities, We hope that this 
trip will generate momentum. excitement and concrete commib:nmt&. as well as provide a national 
framework for govem.ment, private sector and non-profit actions to close the digital divide and create 
digital opportunity. Similar to the first two New Marlceu: trip in July and November. you will be joined 
by a co~ delegation, community leaders. and corporate executives wbere you win make 
mtnolJl'lCel::ncmts about new private &ector investments and initiatives as welt as part.nersbips betWeen the 
corporate. nem-profit and govemmMt $tctors to bridge the digital <livid¢:. 

I'ROI'OSED I1Th'ERARY FOR APRIL TRIP 

Monday, ApdllO: 	 East Palo Alto, CA and 
A Nativ~ American (e$crvation in New Mexjco 

Tuesday, April 11; 	 Detroit. MI aDd 
A ruml community in North Carolina 

We would also develop creative wa~ to use the Internet and other technology to involve multiple sites 
around the country. 

AI the !ast (Went in North Carolina. we propose that you announce a future event/trip that would focus 
on bringing digital opportunity to Americans with disabiltties. 

KEY DIGITAL DIVIDE ACTIONS 
Although this memo focuses specifically on the April Digital Divide trip. we have provided yOIl with an 
outline of key digital divide actions we ~end for the upcoming months . 

•.-. 



April4th: <!..11 to. Action Event *bd Klek~ff for April Tne " 
• 	 We have circu1ated a"Call to Actlonl1 to m~r corporations. n()n~profits. and individuals to sign to 

show their support for our two national goals 10 pmvidedigital opportunity to all Americans. These 
goals are: ' 

• 	 Bringing 21st Century ieammg tools to every child in every school 
• 	 Bringing digital opportunity to every family and community 

• 	 On Apri14~ yo\,l wiil bost an event at the White House to amounee your "Call to Action'~ and 

demonstrate the widespread support for your two national goals. This evtmt will provide you with 

the opportunity to recognize the hundreds ofcotpOnWons, non-profits. civil right&: groups. unions 

am:! other community organizations that have signed on to !he National Call as well as the need to 

build partnerships to provk1e com.prehcnsive solutions to tbe digital divide. 


• 	 This event is also an opportunity for you to preview the trip and talk about the Qfi4going 

Administration and private ,ector'- to create digital opportunity for cmldren, adults and 

communities all ovuthe WWltry. 


AprillO-l!, D.,ltal Divide Tri2 
• 	 'nus trip will provide the opportunity for you to hightighl meani:1gfuJ, lasting efforts that can be 

tustained, See below formore detailed info,mation. 

FoUow..Up Report 
• 	 After the tritt. in order to continue with aur commitment to create digital opportunity for aU 

AJnericans, we propose that a follow-up report be issued in the sunaner that ....,ould describe new and 
existing oommitmcnt& to close the digital divide, This ooutd belp disseminate be$C practices and. 
highligltl Commltmenti that were not featured in the trip., 

C__ Commuuili<s DOl 

• 	 We are also proposing a "Connected Communities" day in the late fall to maintain momentum and 
generate gra~sroots activity. bui1dinS on the highly successful NetDay model. Since we could. not 
organi~ this ~elves. we would work to ensure that there was sufficient outside support before 
launehing this, 

PROPOSED PLAN FOR APRIL DIGITAL DMDE TRIP 

DAY ONE 

Site 1: Eut Palo AllOt California 
East Palo Alto is a low..inrome urban community in the heart oftfll: Silicon Valley. Over 80 percent of 
the students in local K-& schools nre eligible for tree or reduced priced lunches. Tho latest data available 
indieatea that 21 percent ofEast Palo Alto residents bad incomcs below the federaUy designaled poverty 
level, Despite its geographic proximil)' to Silicon Val1ey. the ccnterofthe high-tech world. East Palo 
Alto residents are struggling. Much oftbe community lacks the skills ncecssary 10 succeed tcchnoiogy~ 
based skins. Going to Bast Palo Alto would demonstmte thu ev<:n in the shadow ofSilicon Valley, 
them is sU na substantial divide. 
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Mmage: Importance of MotivadMi 
• 	 At every briefing where we have discussed the Digital Divide, the issue ofmotivation has 

consistently come up, particularly with underserved communities, While. the price of 
computers is continuing to decline. and some companiM are beginning to offer free Internet 
access, not enough. has been done Co demonstrate wh,t: gaining access to technology is: so 
, important. 

• 	 You could use this first f\Vent ofthc trip 10 highlight this issue and bring together a number of 
major eROs. celebrities. minority entrcprcneun; f1$ well as low~income youth who have 
obtained high-tech jobs. 

• 	 Thi, would help molivaie unde,..mc! communities (esp<clally youth) to "8" connected" 

and tx:oome technologically literate by stressing. the eeonom1G- opportunities in the high tech 

world. 


Potential Site Visits aDd Events 
• 	 You could visit a high school to highlight the neod for infonnation and toc:hnologlcallit!'filcy 

for young pcopl(; and Mults, 

• 	 You could begin the evenl with II roundtable with major CBOs where you could highligbt 

oorporate commitments and di~ the importance oftechoology and the opportunities 

AV'4if1'lble for both youth and adults in schools and cornmW'lltics. 


• 	 You could then move to the $ehool auditorium. whm you could &ive opening remarks that 
would frame the- importance of motivating both youth and ndults to use technology . 

./ 	You would be join<td on stage in an infonnal setting by two celebrities (i.e, Magic 
Johnson),.a minority entrepreneur and a young adult who bas aequ:ired a job in the high~ 
tech field . 

./ 	This event win provide art ¢pportunity for you and the other participants to speak about 
the many doon; that can he opened through technology . 

.j' 	 This would also allow the participants on stageteU 1heirstories aboulhow technology 
. made a difference in their lives. Young people who are hooked up to thl': event via the 

Internet from schools in other parts of the country could ask questions twd interact with 
you and the other participants. 

Key Commitments Cor East P.'o Alto Event 

Public Service Announcements 
• 	 You could announce the k'ick--oft'ofa major Public Service Announcement campaign with 

celebrities and sports stars to motivate young people and adults to use compu«:rs and explore 
the Internet. 'Ibis could include a "no fear, no shame" campaign for those adults who may be 
relUctant to admit that th..j' don'. khow how to use technology. 
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AT&T 
• 	 You could anncunce Ii $1.2 million grant over four years from AT&T to create an Academy 

of [nformation Technology, a high.school curriculum to prepare students for the IT industry. 
The academy would be in Oaklmd. California, 

Ametj.~.ffiS / PowerUP 
• 	 You could announce the wmmitll1cot by Americ.orps to significantly incrwe the number of 

volunteers as PowcrUP scales up the number ofnation& sites. Powert.1' is a major initiative 
by AOL. Gateway, and other companits to txpand access to technology ror under~served 
youth in commwrity cent"" .oo._Is. 

Yahoo! 
• 	 Yahoo! has agreed to _t S[ million in lnt._ banner PSA< to """"it tcclmology 


workm; to join Amerieorps and othervoluntcer ocganizations wserve as tochn:ology 

WOrkClll. Yahoo! has also committed S1.5 million to crtate"'Camp Yahoo''', a training 

program for non-profits. ere. and other community groups (including the Boys and Oir~ 


Clubs of A.mc:rica and Pu~rUP) around the counttj·\ 


3Com 
• 	 You could aisoannoUDCC 3Com'$ new "Connected Entreprmeur Awards Program", a 

quarterly award program highlighting successful small businesses that use networking 
technology 10 offer innovative products andlor services to their communities. 

". 	 ThnPro_wbicbi..p_phelwccn3ComandtheYWCAoftb,U.SA, 
encourages small businesses to institute m.emoring. progratllS that. educate youth, 
particularly young girts and women. to the ben:efits of high technology in the workplace 
and to cteate an overall positive learning experience, 

0/ 	 3eorn win reward these "eeonomic heroes" by providing their small bu$lMSSe:S with the 
technology tools. that enable lhem to continue to SUcceed. In return, the honorees commit 
to mentor young girls and othm who come to the YWCA for assistance. 

0/ 	 3Com will also announce the creation of the YWCA TcchGYRLS. a program to mise 
girls' interest, WJl:fidence and competence in the area of technology. They also plan to 
announce their first round ofawards throughout the countzy. 

• 	 You could also announce another 3ComIYWCA program caned NetPrepOYRLS that will 
offer high4Choo1 agod girls training in computer ~rking that could lead to industry
standard certification. lCom and YWCA expect 600 girls wfll be trained at 30 
NelPrepGYRLS pIOgI1IIIlS _ th' oounlly. 

lnte) und Tech Corps 

• 	 You could announce 8 pa.t1nCI1hip between TecltCorps and Intel that wouid provide free 
software for students to develop living. history websites to r.reate a. virtual community of 
living histories on the web. 
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QWllcomrn 
• 	 The company has also committed to assist in the deployment of tducational technology in 

San Diego area schools, and other institutions, including high speed Inlcmct lIOCe!lS. 

deployment ofPCs, support oftechno)ogy-focused curr!cuIa. and related teacher training and 
technical support. 

!!5>.lIrtmenl of Education 
• 	 You could announCC that a number ofdeans ofcolleges ofeducation have agreed to work 

with Wi to wure that aU new teachers are prepared to use technology effectively in the 
classroom. CUf'Tetltly. most schC!(tlll ofeducation do not adequ.ately prepare new tcachen to 
integrate technology into the curriculum, 

• 	 You could announce the Department ofEducation's Technology ilmovalion Challengc 
Grants (3 gmn" tolaling $6 million) and S .... Sohool awards. (4 grants totaling $5.5 million) 

Site 2: Native Americaa Reservation in New Malec 
A1s you know. Native American communities face major economic and sociaJ chaHenges. A stop in 
Indian Cout:tuywill allow you to highlight th_ difficulti.. and focus On how private and public ...tor 
investments em help bring digital opportunity to Native A.me:ricans.. 

M..,~., Brillaing Digital Opportnn!ty Co Indian Co••try 
• 	 You. oould we this event to focus on 1lOOC$$ to technology 8S 8 vclllcle for economic 

devclopmcn1 to help bring employment opportunities to Native Amcricar.s by. for example, 
enabling more small Nativc: American businesses to sell goods on-line. 

PoCenU11 Site Visits .nd EVents 
• 	 You could visit a nibaJ college and highlight the programs that the school has developed to 

promO'M economic development through technology 8l1d help provid<:: training and job sldlls 
to its srudcnts, 

Key Commitments ror Indian CoUlltry 

Amtriu On-Line (AOL) 

• 	 You could announce 51 minion in the AOL Foundation's Digital DivideOnmts, one of 
which will be in Indian country. 

9l!!!£ag 9l!!!£utcn and TechCW 
• 	 You could announce a national expansion of''Tec.''Is4schools''.a new online mcntoring 

lnhiative that connccts IT professionals with remote and underserved schools to give them 
ac:CCS$ to mueJl..nc:cded technical lrupport and advice.' 

• 	 C()mpaq. in partnership with Tech Corps. cUlTMtly has 12 pitot sites (one on an Indian 
reservation in New MCl;ico) and baa: decided to fully fund Ihe program so that it wiD be ' 
available to all schools nationwide in April. You couid also encourage Federal. government 
IT workers to volunteer !heir expert;i$e to be on-line technology mentol'S. 



Federal CommurUC3lions Commission (FCC) 
• 	 You could announce the FCC's propOOAl to increase funding under the Lifellne pmgram so 

that every membtr of a federally :recognized lndian tribe who is income eligibJe can have 
basic phone service (or It VeT)' low monthly ree, We s1i1l need to run a policy process on this 
idea. 

HUD's Native American Economic. Access Center 
• 	 You couJd announce the new toU he number and website for the Native American 

Economic Developmem Access Center, through HUD's Office DfNali.. American progrtmS 
(ONAP). The _ Center will, for tho first time,link over twelvollfjCllcies through. 
single toU~frec number and web-site $0 that entreprmeum-Nlltive Americans, lending 
institutions. non--profits, foundations, and private busincsscs-can collaborate to .achieve 
sustainable eeonomic development in Indian Country. 

Partnet"Ghip between University ofMichisan and the W,K. KeUog Foundation 
• 	 You could IIIIl101I1lCt • p:lrln<:!shlp _ ... tho University ofMichipn and the W.K. K.llo88 

Foundation 10 work with a group ofTribaJ Colleges to create a ..virtual Tribal College 
library." A major dBtnba.sc structure wiU be located at Bay Mills Community College. in the 
Upper Peninsula ofMichigan which is worldng with other Tribal colleges and univcn:ities 
(TCU) I<> develop a virtul!I identity for each Tribal Coll'ge. Th. virtullilibnu-y will span 
challenging gcogmphjc boundaries and bring ncar limitless access to learning to TCU 
students ",d f",.lIy. 

Partnmihip between Crownpoint Institute ofTcchnoloKY <em. Phone Solutions and Computer 
Cabling Connection Network System Integrator 
• 	 You could announce the: partnership between CIT and two private firms:, Phone Solutions and 

Qlmputer Cabling Connection Network System Integrator. to improve the 
telecommunications system across the Navajo Nation. an area the size ofWest Virginia. crr 
initially wiU develop a call center in CroYmpOint. New Mexico, befon: expanding to a high 
tedttwlogieal teleeommuruc.ations 6)'6tem and offering high-tech teloeommunications 
services throughout the Navajo Nation. The e.all center portion of the projoct is being 
conducted and wiU be managed by a corporation known as UCMS, 

We are currently working on lhe faUowing additional commitment! that you could also announee 
nt this stop: 
• 	 Commitments from e~ eom:panics that eouId work with Native American 

cntrcprmeurs and help them create websites and e~businesses.. 

• 	 Commitments from the private sector to upgJ"ade equipment and training (i.e. e·commerce 
training) to SSA'5 Tribal Business Information Centers (TBles). 
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DAY TWO 

Site 3: Detrol~ Michl,,,,, 
As you are awan:, in the last few months Ford MatM Company took the lead in providing Home Ac:cess 
by providing computers and low-oost Internet to its employees. Detroit provides A good urban setting to 
highlight areas that are in need ofl1C(',css' to technology and to demonstrate the way the people's 
everyday liv~ CIln be enhanced by it. 

Message: Importance of Home AcctiS, Commuuity Technology Centen (CTC) aad 
Ndgbborbood Networks 
• 	 You could use this first event to emphasize the need for access to technology and the skills to 

use it. While universal home access is our goal, it is essential that those witho\lt it do not get 
left behind. Community Technology Centers and the Neighborhood Networks program help 
provide access to computers and the lmemet to people in many communities who would not 
otherwise be using tcclmology. 

rotentlol SlIe VWlI ••d Evenll 
• 	 You could take a tour of8 Neighborhood Network sile or a erc and highlight the 

importance ofaccess to tech.nology fur adults; both by using Computer Technology Ccntcn 
for job searches, t:n'tining ~ the development ofmicroenterprise as well as though employee 
conunitments to provide bome access to their employees. 

Key Commltmettta (or Detroit Event 

Home Ac.cess 
• 	 We arc currently WOIking with a major PC company to BOC ifthere are other large employen. 

botb in the manufacturing and service industries, that would be willing to match th~ 
cclnllnitments made earlier this year by the Ford Motor Company and Delta Airlines. By 
focusing on the service industry, we would be able to show the benefits ofsueh an effort to 
lower income workers, We couJd announce Wi commitment and bighlight the efforts of 
Fc)rd and Dotts.. Ford is a good example oC a company making the transition from the 
industria! age to a technology~bascd "e~buGiness." 

sse CommMicationli 
• 	 We are also talking to SSC CommunicatiollS about providing high~speed Internet access to 

eTCs and Neighborhood Networks, 

Departn?ent of Housing and Urblln Development 
• 	 You could attDOl.'UlC<:: the doubling ofHtJD·s Neighborhood Networks centers from 500 to 

1000 over the next two yean:, As you know, the Neighborhood Networks. prognu:n is a 
community·based initiative that encourages the development ofresource and computer 
Jearning centers in HUDwa!sist.ed .mdlot~insured housing. 
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• 	 You could 81so announce a new public~privaJe partnership between HUD, Communitics in 
Schools (OS) and Cisco Systems to bring IT job opportunities to 10 underserved 
communities (including B location i.'l Indian country), including a possibl¢ site in Detroit. 
Cisco Systems will commit 11 million to work with HUO and CIS to expand its Networking 
Academy program to $c:rvc youth and their families In public housing. Neighborhood 
NetWOrk sites, Indian country, Empowerment Zones and Enterprise CQmmu:ai~es. 

Department ofEducation's Comm;uplY Technology Center Grants 
• 	 You could announce 1heDepartme:nt ofEdueation's grants for Community Tcchoolagy 

Cent... tolaling S32.5 million. . 

Site 4: Runal CommuDity in Nortb Carob. 
North Carolina provides a. good forum fot a.ddressing the broadba.'ld issue beeausc it is a largcly rural 
s:ta!e, While North Caro-iina still hIlS" significant number ofcommunities that have not benefited from 
advances in technology, its lead~bip has c:xpressM a. strong commitment to address the needs of its 
rural popuWion. 

Meuage: Need for Broadband TedtDOlogy in Rural Communities 
• 	 This e~ent provides you with an opportunity to highlight the benefits ofbroadband as a way 

to provide access to rural commu:n.ities. It is also a forum for you to recognize the importanco 
ofbroadband netWorks to rural economic development. distance Jearning and teltmedicine. 

• 	 As you know, Erskine Sowles has led a Rural ProsperityTMk Foree. The key conclusion of 
the Task Faroe was that broadband is critical to the economic future ofrural North Carolina. 

Potential Site Visits and Evats 
• 	 You <:Quid visit I site that is linked up with the North Carolina Information Highway, a high

SJX'.cd network that was created by Governor Jim Hunt 

Key Commitmcou for NQrth Ca.rotina 

Quakomm 
• 	 QUALCOMM hu.grwI to deploy wi",l... broadband Intern.. technology that will provJde 

wireless: broadband Internet access for people Jiving in areas that are currently not served by 
DSL or coble mod""", 

National Scienco Foundation (NSF) . 
• 	 You could annou.nee that NSF plans to invest S10 million in FY2001 funds for research for 

next generation broadband technology. Technological breakthroughs CQuld accelerate the 
deployment ofbroadband networks in rural areas. 
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.' 	 NTIA Report 
• 	 You could announce NTIA's report "Advanced r_ommunieations Capabilities in Rural 

Areas." The report shows that rural regions may be falling behind urban areas in the 
development ofbroadband networks. . 

USDA 
• 	 You could dif"t¢t the Department of Agriculturo to txpand ils program for rural 

telecommunications to make it easier for companies to obtain loan ~$ for broadband 
networks.. 

Do you agree with the trip as proposed? 

__YES 

__NO 

__DISCUSS FURTHER 
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April 13,2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 	 GENG SPERLING 
MARIA ECIIAVESTE 

SUBJECT: 	 Overview of Your Digital Di\'iue~·Ncw Markets Tour 

The purpose of this memorandum is to prO\·jdc you an overview of your Digital Divide trip. \Ve 
will submit morc detailed background matcrinl for each of your 3 stops bctore the trip begins on 
MtlHday. 

As you know, you will travel to East Palo Alto, California and Shiprock, New t\·!c:\ico on i\pril 
171h and Chicago, Illinois on April 18(h. Members ofCongfes~ will accomp,my you on each 
portion of the trip. In addition, it is likely thal Secretary Cuomo wil!Join you in New Mexico 
and Secretary Daley in Chicago. Reverend Jesse ,Jackson, Rai:lbow Push; Yuscf Jackson, One 
Nl!t No,,\'; Bob .I0hI1S(1[1, mack Entertainment Tclcvisjon~ and Raul Yzaguirre, ~utionat Council 
of I,a Raza will also accompany you 011 the entire trip, 

Thi~ meillorandum is divided into four scc~ions. The lir;;t s(.'Ction provides a shnrt overview of 
th~ IlH.!ssagc of the trip. The next three sections provide an overview of each stop on the tour
including thc theme for each location, a tentative list orihe CEOs/community leaders who will 
he in attendance, and the highlights ofthc corporate delivcrables. 

I. OVlmVlf:W OF THE MESSAGI, 

• 	 As you know, {his is your third New Market;; Tour. On tht.: first two, you fhcuscd on equity 
InvestmentS in und~rscrved communities and how more could be done to hring Ihe henefits 
(Jf free ~nlcrprisc und cmpowcnncnt (new businesses, new jobs, education :lnd training) to 
Ulll:I.'I'SCrvcu communities. 

• 	 This trip focuses un a aith.:al dement-bridging the digital divide, Compu;:..T:" the Inlcrud. (lnd 
Ille skills needed to use this technology CHIt provide pcnpk with a chrmcc to l:ldVC thl..:msdvcs 
UW of poverty. perhaps more quickly than ever, 

• 	 America has an important chance to mHkc. We can allow unequal acces~ to technology to fLll1hl.:r 

polarize American society, or we c{luld lise technology to grow the economy and genl.!ralc 
suci~11 equity at a laster mte than ever before. 



• 	 /\s with other trips, highlighting that the government is doing its part is imp()rtant. However, it is 
imp()rtant to challenge the private sector to help ensure that no one is left behind in the 21st 
Century. This trip will allow you to highlight how the industry, communitYMbased 
urganizations and government can work together to expand access to the ncw opportunities 
orthe Information Age. 

FIRST STOP - EAST PALO ALTO, CALU~ORNIA (Morning of nay Om'. April 17) 

Mcssa:.:c: Mutivating Undcrservct.1 Youth to "(~ct Connecled." 

• 	 Th..: East Palo Alto stop is your kickoff event. It is a low-income urban comllllmity in the heart of 
thL' Silicon Valley. Over 80 percent ofthc students in local KMR schools arc eligible for free or 
reduced priced IUllches. The latest d<.ltu avuilable indicates that 24 percent of East Palo j\llll 
school children live helow !eoerally designated poverty level. Despite its geographic 
proximity to Silicon Valley, the center orthe higlHcch world, East Palo Alto resident.s ;ue 
struggling. Much of the community lacks the skills necessary to succeed technology-hased 
skills. Going to East Palo Alto would demonstrate that even in till: shadow of Silicon Valley, 
lhcre is still a SUhst:llltial divide. . 

• 	 The focus urthe event is on the importance or motivating and inspiring underserved youth to "get 
eOllllected", During the NBA All Star Summit that Gene attended and our OPL briefings here 
:11 lhe White House. we consistelltly heard that even though then.: is an incrr.;aseci supply of 
COlllputers ~llld Intcrm;t access, Hot enough has been done \0 demollstrate ~ g:lining access to 
tccllllOlogy is so illlpurtant. This evcnt will providc you with an opportunity to emphasize to 
young pt!ople, particularly in underscrved communitit!s, \vhy tl!ehnology is critil:allU their 
lives. 

• 	 [n order to make this motivational message rea! and communicate it to young pcoplc across tht! 
coulltry, we have built a PSA campaign that the Kaiser Family Foundation has agreed 10 

coordinate. l\t1;lgic Johnson, Rebecca Lobo (WNBA player for the NY Liberty) have agrel!d to 
appear in Ihl: ads and a number of networks. including NBC, ABC. CBS, BET. MTV and Fox. 
havc agrced tu air them. This PSA campaign t!st:lblishes i.l longer-term vchiek for this 

OVCI"'icw of Evcnts 

• 	 You will start the day with a'n OTR stop at College Track. non-protit organization for self.. 
lllotivated students who are collegc bound. Thereafter YOll will arrive ;It Pluggcd In, a 
COllllllunity Tcchnology Center in East Palo Alto, CA whcr<.: you will provide hricf remarks to 
an audience composed primarily of teenagers Ij'OJn East Palo Alto. Note: Plugged In received 
a 1905 grant from the Deparlmt!nt of Commt!l"Ce. 

• 	 You will be accompanied on stage hy Magic Johnson. Rehecca Loho, and a tlulllber of major higbM 

tceh CEOs that have made commitments to bridge the digital divide, 
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• 	 This l:vel1f will be an opportunity j()1' yotl and the (lthcr ;;t;:lge p~)rjidp'.!I\ts to i~lh.:racl wi!h (lw 
alldicncl,!. nnSWi,:r lhcir questions, aud emph'lsiz..c the importan~c for young peopk to bC!.:OH"lC 
technologically Jilcr31c, This evcnt will also he Webc3st on the Jntcrne(~~ young people \""il! be 
hooked c!p to the event from Si.:hooJs and community IGchnnlogy I..'cnkr:-; in {1lhc;' parts of't:iC 
country -- ;;md will be able to e-muil you questions, , 

• 	 You will then go to C1C nearby Coslano l:k:mC1l1ary sch(ml when: you w1l; hav<.: a roundtnbic 
wilh a lRlmbcr of CEOs, senior excculive~ and community leildcrs to discuss tbeir elTorts 10 
bridg..; the digital divide, 

CEOs 
For this stop, in addition to the community ddegation that will be tr'lVcling with you, some of 
the CEOs who wiHjoin you include Carly Fiol'lna, Hewlctt-Pm:kmd: John Morgridgc, Chainnml 
oCCiscn Systems~ Henry Cisncros. Univision; R{)bcrt Kl1owling. Covad Communications; and 
Kalcil Tuzman, (i"vworks. 

I fighligltts of Corp01"1ih::!Private Sector t\nl1(HlIlCl.:mcnts 
In addition to the nttnKfOUS private sector announcements, there an.: public sector announcements 
:h<l1 will be Pladc nt eoch site, Here nrc some examples of the commitments ilml companies have 
:mltk: Illat w1:1 b.: t!ll!1outlced in East Palo Alto: 

• 	 Till.: KOliser F.autHy I"uumb_tiotl is h\kiJl~ the Ic._d in dt''fdnpiug! Ilrtldudui! ;u,,1 di.'ildhuling Ihe 
I'SA.'\ to help hrhlgc (he djgital divide. As SlfllCd <tonv!!. the Kaiser hm:!y FI)cndntion, n.:pn:sc:lkd 
by Pn.:sidcnt ilnd CEO Drew Altman, will develop. produce and distribute rublic service 
<l1mOUl1ccmc:nts w help motivate young people to «get eOUlK"Ctcd"' and W.KC advaniHgc of the 
eC(1l1omie opportunities in the IT ~cctor. BET, MTV, NBC, ABC. CBS. NBC, TnS, TNT. UPN, 
Fox, the Di~nl.:Y Chill1llcL the Cartoon Network, the Odyssey Network and th(! WB have all agreed tl' 

join this dlon by airing the PSAs. The National Association of Broadcasters lws also agreed to 
(\istribuW thc PSA::; to 1.000 of their llh':11Ibcrs, Magic Johnson and Rc\)(.'Cca Loho have agn.:ed to 
<.Ippear in the PSt\s, 

• 	 AlIll'rican Onlilll' Plcdgl.:s lUO,OOO ftcl.: AOL Accnunts 10 Students and Vuluntccl'!tl;lt Ij~~\\'cdW 
Aflilialc Sites. AOL will provide IOO,OOO AOL ac(.!mmls w PowcrUp "t'fili,lle Sllcs vulucd :11 $26 
miilion an:Hltl!!y, With ;\OL '!i donation, PowerUp will fund tlnd equip e<'lch or the new sill.,!" in its 
erfon to provide young people with access to the wide range of content and infnrmulion on the 
In:.... rnct as well as assiSt:.illce to develop the: skills they nced to succeed in tht: 21 Sl Ccntury, _ 

• 	 QUALCO.\'lM Commits $6 million fol' f!:ducatiun Tcchnofnl,rY in S('hool<; QL'ALCOMM will 
commit to helping to dose the digital divide by supporting dcploymenl or education tcdmoingy in 
the San Diego. CA area. EfTorts will include: 1) support to High.Ttxh High -:m iI:tlOVHliv;: 

s(;i.:tlmbry schOll] program \V:1tl a focus nl~ math, scicnc..: and technology, 2) ;l\::ping to t:onn..::d a 

minimum of five San Diego schools to Ihe Inlcmct. 3) i.:ontributing a minimum 01'200 PCs to area 
5c!1\'015 4) providing tcacher (raining and It'chnic:tl suppml so 1hal tht:sc- s:..:hool$ Hilly fully uti!ize 
their !lew n:sourccs and 5) supporting the School of Edue4ll1on',s contlnm:d n.:scarch and devdopment 
clTmts at the University of California at San Diego. 
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• 	 CalCm.l), Comml1s to Train 75,000 Teachers. Gateway has pledged 10 provide 75.000 teachers wilh 
jcchnot(lgy training under the Teach America! Program, All 244 of East Pulo Alto's tcachcr.s will be 
traincd in the T~ath America! pwgrmn on ways to cl1ectivdy utilize !cchnology in tilt.: classroom, 

III. SI~CONI) S"fOI) - The NavuJo Nution in Shiprock, New Mexico (Aftcnwnn of Huy 
One. April (7) 

Mi..'sslIg:c; Pmvii.1ing Uigi(a) Opportunity tn Nutive Amcricnns. 

• 	 As you remember, you were the Hrst President to visit a Natiw Amcrkon rt.'"sclvution since 
President Franklin Roosevelt You wiII b<' making a slgnitkHnt statement about your 
commitment io the Native American community by going twice in a 12 month period. 

• 	 The primary' locu:l of the Shiprock ::ltop w:lI be ~() bring digital ,1PP0r!\lllity to Indian Coulltry. I\s 
you know, Nali \'C Amcl k:~m communities the.: nmjor cCI.I!1omic and so!.:ial ~h<ll knges. This 
stop in Shiprud W111 ;1110"\11 you highlight how private and rHhlk sector investl1lents can help 
bring digital oPPollunil,Y (0 Native Americans. This event will fot:lts 011 access to technology as 
a vchidc for economic d!.:vdopnu.:m, education and employment opportunities to Native 
Americuns, New tedmologics could ereate "'leapfrog" opportunities for Nativ\.!" American 
communities. 

Oven'jew of Events 

• 	 First, you ",:ill <lddreSli an outdoor crowd of thousands of people nl the Boys :\1~d Girls Clllh t\l 

ar:nnuncc thc !.:onlllli!nu:nts tbt havw been for Nativl: ;\mcril:an C:(JmJllllnitit:~. '{Uti w:ll bc 

acc(impzonied by tb: N:IV'ljO Nation Tribal Pn:::iidcnt, Kdscy I.h!g:\i: Cnngn:ssman Tom Cdall 
[l1:d possibly Sct;ret::try Cuomo. 

• 	 You \\'ill then travel to the Din': Tribal Cullege \vhcn.: you. Hlong wtth u small group, will 
participate in a Webeast with 7th and 8th grade students from Ihe Lake Valley SchooL There 
will aisa be students and leachers from the' Boys and Girls. Club ut the Dine site, 

• 	 This wcbcast will be both a video and audio feed \vhcrc you will be able 10 ink'rad with the Lake 
\Talky studem:; \.vho arc !owatcd 1 hour and 45 minutes away from where you will be, 

CE()SJCommunity LC:lIdcrs 
At this stop, In addition to Lho:,c cOmrnUltLty k:adcrs traveling. you will hI.' jnin..:d by ~l number or 
CEOs, ~cniGf cXl:cutives atld C01nmutlity leuders, 'I hey include: Bruce Brooks, I)ircetQr of 
Community Affairs, tvlicro$on [~utc: he is the iomicrdeputy nmyorofScliHlcl: Rnbcrt 
Ruthcr:ti;'d. Nati\'c American Systems; John Koehlcr, Tachyon, Inc.; Karen Smith. Executive 
[)iret:lOr. T;::;hCorp:;.~ Susar) Masten. Presldcm, Natiollal Congress of Arm:rican Indian!:!: and 
Kelsey Beg~i, President. Nav~io Nation. 
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1-1 ig,hlights of CorpOI':lte/Pri\'ate Sector Announcements. 

Hl!re arl! some l!xamrlcs urlhe commitments that CEOs or Senior Executives will make about 

invcstml!nlS ill Indian Country: 


• 	 Mil'rosoft to Ilro\'ide S2.75 i\'lillion in New (;rant5 to the Amel'i(.'an Intlian Trihal Collcl;e 
1)1'O/.::r:lIII. Microsoft, rcprl!sentcd by Bruce Brooks, Dircctor OfColTIlllunity Afrairs, will provide 
eight American Indian Tribal Colleges with technology and training through its Ameril:an Indian 
Trihal Colll:ge Program, part of a continuing relationship with the Aml!ril:an Indian Scienl:c and 
Tl!l:i1noiogy Euucatioll Consortium. Mil:rosoft will providc thl:se trihal collcges with $2.5 
million ill sotiware and $250,000 ill technical assistance to enSllrc an illl.:rl:(lst.: in tedmical skills 
among ~tudellts at tribal colleges. In ndditiotl, the program will indudt.: the touls nCl:cssary for 
the institutions to aehicvt.: Microsoft Certilied Training Facility stntus. 

• 	 COJl1IHHI willllnJ\'ide $500,000 to the Techs4Schoois P'lrtner'ship with TcchCorps whieh 
Will Be A,'ailahlc to all Navajo Nation Sehnols. Compaq will alHlOlIl1C~ iI $S()O,O()O 
l:ol11Jllilmenlto dt.:vdop, pilot and support the nationallallneh ofthc Tcchs4St.:iJools program, 
;m onlinc mentoring program that uses the Internet 10 join stlldl!nl~, teachers and volunteer 
technicul cxpl!rts together to udvuI1ce the level ofteehnological knowledge ;md support in our 
schools. Fum Nav:~io Nation SdlOOls participated in the pilot of'Techs4SdlOOls, and 
following today's bundl, Techs4SdlOOIs will be available to all Nav,~io Nation Schools and 
all K-12 SdlOOIs nutionwide. . 

IV, 	TlllRn STOI' - CUICAGO, It (Morning of nay Two, Apr'il IS) 

• 	 You will address the Comdex Conference that is a large l:Omputer conlCrem:c in the U.S. and will 
bc attended hy I"t.:presctltatives of every m:0or computer and Inlt.:rt1ct cumpany in Ameril:a. 
This t.:Vl~llt will provide you with an opportunity to l:hallcnge tht.: high-tech industry to work 
tn hrillg..: thc digital divide. 

OYcl'Vicw of Evenls 

• 	 Y(lUI11<lY first slart with a tour orone oflhc exhibits on thl! nom oCthe Comdex trade show. 
YOl! will then addrt.:ss a 4,000 person audience of' Comdex attl!Jldcl!s. As stated t.:arlil!r. 
Sel:l"l!tary Daky Ilwy accompany you to this event. 

Ilighlights of Admillistr'ltion '5 Announcements 

• 	 You will also anllOUllce Ihe following Administration commitments. You should emphasizc that 
corpnrnlions making wntributions to both Community Tcchnology C~nters :llld 
Neighborhood Nt.:tworks would be eligible for lax incentives proposed in your FY2001 
hudget. 

5 



'.. . . • 

FY2000 Community Technology Centers Awards. TIll! Department or Educatioll W 

annOUIlCf.! $44 million in awards that will result in the creation of214 new Cl!ntcrs and the 
substantial expansion oran existing 136. This $44 million will be awarded over three 
years and leverage $42 million in state, local and corporate funding . 

./ 111)1) willl)()uhlc the Number of Ncighborhood Network Centers to 1,000 Across the 
Country. You will announce today that HUD will expand the numhcr of Neighborhood 
Network Centers to ! .000 over the next two years. Neighborhood Network Centers arc 
computer training f~lcilitics located in or ncar HUD assisted housing de"e1opments that 
nITer computer access. stafYassistance and a range of training resources to housing 
residents . 

../ In addition, the Deans of200 colleges of education will be making a commitment to 
reach youI' goal of training new teachers to use technology in the classrooill. 
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THE WHITE HOUSe 

WAS,..INGTON 

April 14,2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM; 	 GBNE SPERLING 
MARIA £CHAVESTE 

SUBJEct; 	 Ovctview of YourJligital Divide-New MarkeU T6ur 

The pufPQ$Cofthis memonmdwn is to provideyoo an overview Ofyt'lUf Digital Divide !.rip, We 
will submit more detailed background materia! for each ofyOU! 3 stops befi'.lte lbe trip begin! on 
Monday. 

As you know, you·.vill travel 10 Eu! Palo AIkl, California.md Shiprock, New Mexico on April 
t7"'w Chicago, mL'lOis on April lSii'. Members of Congress will acoompany you 00 each 
portion of\he nip. In addition.. it is likely that Secretary Cuomo will join you in New Mexico 
and SecrmlY DaJey in Chicago, Reverend Jesse Jackson, Rainbow Push; Yusef Jackson. One 
Net Now; Bob Johnson. Black Entertainment Tele ..ision; and Raul Yza~ National Council 
of La Raza will also aemmpllny you on the cntiR: trip. 

This memorandum is divided into foW" sections. The lirst sl:!!Ction provides It short Qverview of 
the messye oftbe lrip. 'The nex! three sections provide an ovctView of each stop on the tour
including the !heme for each lG(:ation, a tentative lin ofthe CEOltcomrJ'lnruty leaden! who will 
be in utt<mdance, and the hi!thl!gha of the corparate deliwnbles. 

J, OVERVlEW OF THE MESSAGE 

• 	 As you know, this is ymH tbird New MmkctsTour, On the fU'St two. you focusOO00 cquity 
investments in undCl'SCl:"Vttd cmnmunilie5 and now more could be done to' bring the benefittJ 
offrcc enterprise and empowerment (new businesses.,. new jobs, tlducation and training) to 
underserved (.(lour.unities. 

• 	 This trip foouU$ on II. critical clemml-bridging the digital divide. Computw'll. the Internet, 
and the skilb needed to nse this technology can provide people with a chance to move 
themselves out ofpovtrty. pemllflS rnOTt'l' qWcl:ly than ever. 

• 	 America bas an important chance 1.0 make. We eM allow unequal nccess to teclmoll)gy to 
further polarize American society, Of we oould use ledmo1olY to grow the economy and 
generate social equjty at a (ute rate than ever befbtc, 

http:California.md


.. 	 A, with other 1rip3. highlighting that the government i, doing ill.! pm i. important. However, 
it is important to cludlenge the private sector to help ensure that no one is left behind in the 
21u Century, This trip will allow you 10 highlight how the industry, community-based 
organizations and g<lovetnment Cllt! work together 10 expand access: to the new opportunities 
of the Information Age. 

FIRST STOP - EAST PALO ALTO. CALIFORNIA iMornmg ofllay ODt; April 17) 

• 	 The East Palo Alto &top is yoot kickoffevent. It is a low-income urban community in the heart 
ofme Silicon Valley. Over 80 pe:reent ofthe &tudents in local K-8 schools are eligible for free 
Of redueed prit;:~ funches. Th¢ late$t dala available indica1d1 that 24 percent ofEas! Palo Alto 
school cruldm1live below federally designated poverty level. Despite its geographic 
proximity 10 Silicon Valley, the center of the high-tech world, East Palo AllO residents are 
suuggling. Much ofthc community Ims the skills ~to~ teclmotogy-basod 
skills. Going III East Palo Alto would demonstnle that e\"Cfl in the shadow ofSiliron Valley, 
there is 111lI a suinltanrial divide, 

• 	 The fQCUl of the event is on the imports.nco ofmotiVlJtinS and mspiriuS underserved yOuth to 
"get connected", During the NBA All Star Sununit thaI Gene attended and our OPL briefings 
heNl at the White HO'..ISe, we OOrtststently heArd thaI even though there illM iu(;reased supply of 
oompulers and IntemelliCCeu. not enough has been done 10 demonstrate why gaining acuss to 
lec:hMlogy illl(l lmportaTlt. This event will provide you with an opportunity to emphasl~ to 
young people. particularly in underserved communitie!,. why technology is critical 10 tbeir 
lives. 

• 	 In otde:r to make this motivational rncssase real and wmmunicate it 10 young people sct(J$$ the 
cotmtty. we ha,'e built II PSA campaign that the KAiser Family foundation has agreed to 
coordinate. Magic Johnson, Rcbecca LcIx;I (\\'NBA player fot thll NY Liberty) have agreed 10 
appear in the ads and a number ofnetworks, including NBC, ABC. CBS. BET, M1V and Fox, 
have.agreed to ruT them. This FSA campaign establishes II longer-term vtlhicle for this 
message. 

OWrY.e".ofEvl':n!! 
• 	 You will stan the day with an OTR atop at College Trnek, mm-protic organization fot self· 

motivated $wdents who are college booM, Thereafter you will arrive at Plugged In. a 
Community i'edumlog:y Center in East Palo Alto, CA where you will provide briefremarn: to 
an audience compo$Cd primaril}'" of teenagers .!i:cm Eesi Palo Alb>, NoU:; Plugged In ~ived 
n t m grant from the DepIU'tment ofCornmeree. 

• 	 You will be ncwmpanied on S'.age by Magic j(lhnson. Rebecca Lobo. lIlld a number ofmajor 
high-tech CEO, that have made oommitmerlti to bridge the digital divide. 
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• 	 This event will be All ~ity fOf yoo and the other stage parricip)nts Ie> i:ttern.ct with the 

audletlce. answer theirquestl<KiS, and empiwize the importance forYOW'lg people to beeome 

technologiesUy literate" This ev.em wm also be Webc.ast on the Imernet~~ young people will be 

hooked up to tbe event from schools and community technology centm in other pam ofthe 

oountty 'w and will be able to e-mail yuu questions. 


• 	 You will theu go to the nearby Castano Elementary school where you will !:tave a roundtable 

with II aumber ofCEOs. senior execulives and community !e~ to dtscw:s their effam co 

bridge the digital divide. 


CEO. 
For this stop,in addition to the community delegation that will be traveling with you. some of 
!he CEOs who will jom you include Carl)' Fioona, Hewlett-PltCkmrl; John Morgridge. Chainnan 
QfCisoo Systems; HemyCi$flcros. Univision; Robert Knowl[n&. O:Ivad Communications; and 
Kaldl Tunnan, QQ"works. 

Highlights of C0!JH.lratelPrlnte Sedor Anoouneeme.tJ 
In addition to the nLlmerQUS private sector announcementa. there m public scctnr announcements 
Illat will be made at each site. Here are some tJr.ampies ofthe commitments thaI companies have 
made that will be lI.IUlQiUlleed in East Palo Alto: 

• 	 The KaI:m' Family Founution if takial the lead hi dndoplu8. producl:nl and dittrlbltdllR th~ 
PSAA to help brldgt tile dtattal divide. As stated above, the Kaiser Family Foundation. repmcnted 
by Pr¢lIident and CEO Drew Altman, will develop, prodw;e and distribute public sexvice 
an.nouneements to help motivate young people to "set CfflUIected" and take advanl. of the 
tconomie opp<munities in the IT sector, BET, MTV. NBC, ABC, CBS, NBC, 'IDS, TNT, UPN. 
Fo~ the Disney Chlllll1el. the c.ntoon Network. the Odyssey Network and the WB have all agreed w 
join this effi>tt by airing the PSA$, the National Association ofBroadcas.tets has also agreed to 
dirrtcibute the PSAs to 1.000 oftheirmember!l. Magic Johnson and Rebca:a Lobo have flgreed to 
appear in the psAs. 

• 	 Alnerlcao Online Pled,," 100.000 free AOL Account. to Students aDd Voluntcen a' PowerUP 
Amliate Sites. AOL will provide 100,000 AOL ll(COtlflts: tQ Powert.'p affiliate sitt.<J valued at $:26 
million annually, With AOL's donation, PowerUp willl\tnd and equip each oflbe new sites in its 
effort to provide young Pl»P"le wtth access to the- wide runge ofconAem and infonnalion on the 
Inlcmet as wellllS amstaru;e to develop the skills they need W succeed in the 21st Century. 

• 	 QUALCOMM CommIts $6 mtwon for F..ducation TaeolOiY Ie Sdllooh QUA1..COMM will 
commit to helping to clOSt! Ihe digital divide by supporting deployment ofeducation ledmclogy in 
the Stm Diego, CA area. Efforts will include; I) 1Iupport to High.-Teeh High - m innovative 
S«X!ndaty IlChoof program with 11 focus on math. scitl7l.CCl and technDlogy. 2) helping 10 ~I a 
minimum offive San Diego schools to t.'lte Inteme1.l) eontnbuting a minimum of200 PCs to ~a 
schools 4) providing leacher training and 1tlclmic.a1 $t.Ippcrt so that these schools may fully utilize 
their new Te$OI.I.l'Ct!S and S) supporting the School ofEdueation'$ continued ruearch and development 
efforts at the Uoiversity ofCalifomia aJ SlID Diego, 
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• 	 GJltr:way Commlu to Train 75.000 Tescbc,"", Gate\\-ay has pledged to provide 75,000 jeache7s 
with technology training under the Teach Americaf Program" 1\11244 of East Pak; Alto's leachen 
will he trnined in the Teach America! program on ways to effectively utilize tct:hnology in the,_. 

Ill. SECOND 81'OP - The Navajo Nadon III Shiprock., New Me.h:o (Afteruoon IIf Day 
One. April 17) 

Mange! Provldmll: DJgital Opp&rtunUy to N.tin AmeriCJlOL 

• 	 As you remember, yqu were the first President to visit a Native American reservation since 

President Franl;.lin Roosevelt. You will be making a $i:gnLficant statement about your 

rommitment to the Native American community by going twice in a 12 month period. 


• 	 The pr1truU"Y fOCI!! oithe Shiprock stop will he to bring digital opportunity to indian Country. 
As you know, Native Ameriean commwri!iC1l face major economic and social cballenses. This 
stop in Shiprock wiU allow yoo highlight how private and puhlic sectorin,,'cstmcnts can help 
bring digital opportunity to Nativ¢ Americans, This event will focus on acceu 10 technology as 
a vehide for e<»nomic development, education artd tmpklyment opportMides to Native 
Americans" New technologies could create "leapfrog" opportunities for Native AmeriCIUl 
conununilielt 

Ovf:rvkw or EveDtI 

• 	 First. you willllddrc$$lUl outdoor crowd of thousands ofpcopte at tbe &ya and Girls Club to 
IUlOOllIlct the oommitmcnts that have been for NatiVe American communiti/:$. You \\-ill be 
a«:ompa.nrw by the Navajo N.tion Tribal Pres.i-dl!'Ilt, Kelsey Begaj; Co~an Tom UdlaU 
and possibly Secretary Cuomo, 

• 	 ¥iln will then travel to the Pine Tribal Colk;ge where you, along with .. small group,. will 
participate in a Webcut with 7th IUld 8th grade students from the Lue Valley School, Th~ 
will also be slUdents Il!ld teachers from the Boys. and Girls: Club at the Dine sile. 

• 	 This webCli$t will be both a video and alldio feed where you will be able Yl i:l:lemet with the 
Lake Valley students wlw are loca1Cd 1 hour and 45 minotu away from where you win be. 

Os. ",,,,,,,unJity Jeaders traveling. you will be joined by a nwnber of 
CEO" .•"rum executives and wmmunity tt'3dtnl. They Elude: Bruce Brooka.. Dircelof of 
Community AfWI'$, Microsoft [Note: he is the formerdepwy mayo( ofSeattle); Robert 
Rutherford, ""alive American Systems; JQim Koehler, Tacl!yoo. Inc.; K..aJl'ln SmIth. Executive 
Dim:1ur, TechCotp$; Susan Muten, Presidenl, Natiol!a1 Congress ofAmeriean Indians; and 
~elsey BeSl\i. President, Navajo Nation. 
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• 	 Microsoft ttl provide $1,15 MIllion in Nffl Grants to the Amerielut Indiau Tribal COll.ege 
Proaram. Mi('.TO$Oft, represented by Bruce Brooks. Director of COOImunlty Affairs, will provide 
eight Ameru:an Indian Tritml CGllegt1l with tecluJology and training through its Ameriean tndian 
Tribal CollegCl Program, part of acontinuing rc:latio:msmp with the American Indian Scieru::e and 
Technology Education Consortium. Micl'Olloft will provide theM tribal colleges with $2,S 
million in $(!~ and $25{),000 in technic:sl usistanee to ensure lID increase in technical mll1l 
among ttudem.s at tribal colleges. In addition. !.he program 'Win inclu<le the tools necessary for 
the inslltutions to aehieve Micm.snft Certified Tmining Facility $tatus, 

• 	 COI'fllWl will provide $500.000 to the T«hs4Srbools ffllrtomblp with TecbCorpl which 
WtH Be Available 10 all !'inaja Nation Sttlools. Compaq will announce a $500,000 
commitmenl to develop, pilGt and support the nalionallaunch oflhe Techs4Schools program, 
Btl online mcnloring program that U$¢S the Internet to join studenlJ. teaclms and volunteer 
teclmica1 expcrt.s together to advance the tevel oftedntok>gital knowledge and auppott in Ollf 
schools. Four NavajO' Nation IlChools partieipated in lhe pilot ofTechs4SehooIs. and 
following lQday's: bunch, Teehs4Sehool. will be available tt) all Navajo Nation Schools and 
all K·12 sclmols nationwide, 

IV. iHIRD STOP - CH1CAGO.1L (Morning of Day T,",o. AprillS) 

• 	 You will addres~ the Comdex Conference that is n large computer C(lnference in the u.s. and 
"",11 be attended by representative. of every major computer and Internet company in 
Amern:.a, This j:vent will provide you with 00 opportunity lQ challenge the high-tech industry 
to work to bridge the digital divide. 

o.ervlew 01 Even!! 
• 	 You may first s1UC with a tmlt ofone of the exhlbits on Inc floot ofthe Comdex trade show, 

Yoo will then ~ 11 4,000 pcrnor. audience of Comdex attendees. As stated earlit!!, 
Secretary Daley may uccompany}W to this event. 

ltJgld1abtJ of Adrnlubtrlltitltt'. AnDouuct!ments 

• 	 You will also announce the following Administration commitments, You sIlould emphasize 
that corporation., making contributions to both CommLmity Technology Centm and 
Neighborhood Networks woutd be eligible for-tax incentives proposed in your FY2001 
budget. 

, 
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.£ 	 FY1000 Cflm..tnUldcy T"bQology C~t.. ra Awards.. The Deparummt of Education will 
announce S44 million in awards that will result in the mation of214 new centera and lhc 
stlbstantial ex:pantlion ofan existing J36, ThiJ 544 million will be awarded ovtr tht~ 

years and ievcta8t $42 million in state. local and corporate funding. 

,., 	 HUD will Double the Nlunber oCNeighbDJ'hood Network C-ealten to 1,000 Acrma tin 
Country. You will announce loday that HUD wiil expand the number ofNcighbothood 
Nctw(lrk Ccntm to 1.000 over the next twa yean. Nc!ghb<Jrhood Network Centtt1 J.l.Rl 

computet training f~ililietllocated in or neat HUD assisted hnusing de'\--elopmmm that 
offer computer aCi:eu, IItaffaui~ and 1'1 ra.'lge oftrainins resourccs 10 hotuina 
residtnts . 

../ 	 In addition, thc Dcam 0(200 colleges ofeducalinn will be rr.Jlking a eummitment tb 
reach your goal oftraining new teachers to Ute lechnolcgy in the classroom. 

.• 
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THE I'RESIDENT'S NEW MARK~;TS TRIP:." : ... 
.. FROM DIGITAL DlVIOf; TO DIGITAL OI'PORTUNITY 

" Motiv~lting Young Peopl\" to'''Get ConnL'Clcd'~ in East Palu Alto 


. April 17, 2000 

TODAY, PRESIDENT CLINTON WILL KICKOFF HIS DIGITAL DIVIDE NEW MARKETS TRIP IN EAST 
PALO ALTO, CALlFOR!'IIA TO HIGHLIGHT THE IMPORTANCE OF ALL YOUNG PEOPLE HAVING 
THE OPPORTUNITY A:'IID THE MOTlVATIO!'l TO "GET CONNKCTED." rrcsid<nl elil:!on wil: kick nlTh" 
third ;.Jew Markets trip in East Palo Alto, CA, where he will hold a discussion with MagIC Johnson, New York Liberty 
star Rebecca Lobo, higrAcch CEOs, community leaders and young people from East Palo Alto. His. d:scl.lssion \vil! 
center on motivating and inspiring all young people to "get connected" and become technologically literate as a means to 
increasing their future ~:col1otl1ic potentiaL The President will emphasize how critical iMormution technology skills ~Irc 
to competing ror the higlHech, high~wilge jobs of the 2! st century, The discus!)ion will be wcbcas! on li1G InltTn<:1. 
giving young people across the country an opporwnity to email questiocs to the President 

P:csidcnt Clin10n will announce 5cv~ral priv-::tte and public sedor {;ommitments(Dllt expand "digita: oppm1l!!Hty" for 
linder<;cr\,cd communities, families and youth. He will then participate 111 a roundtable witl: wrporate and eOnH11'.ll1i!y 
leaders, focusing on the nnportancc ofcloslIlg the digital divide. 

Today'5 visit comes two weeks alter Lhe PresIdent issued hi~ "National Cal! to AClion'" wi:1: ;\Vo ma)Of naliona: foal:<: 

• 	 Provide 21sl..~~.~)lu~.~~~!.ng Tools for Every Child in Every SchooL To reach this goal, Al1lcrka needs 10 
conneci every classroom 10 the Internet, provide all student:; with UC\:ci;$ to cnmpulen;, tmin tcach\;l-s to illti:gnlh:: 
technology mto the CUlTICl:lum. ant! provide high quality duca:ional conlcnl and sof'lwar\;. 

• 	 Creute Digital Opnort'Jnily for EY~D:. ,,\!!~~~ican Family :u:t.i CommUlllty. ror all farnilics alll! c01llll1u:1iLc,; ;0 hCI~dil 
from the f'cw Economy, wc must enSile\,! lhat all An:.cricar,:; have access to tcchnology and ti,c skill:; "eeded :0 U~¢ i1 
We must work 10 n',ake home access to the Intemet universal. bring tedu:ology to every neigh'::lorhood, cr:1powcr al~ 
citizens with IT ski ~lsj and motivate young people to "get connected," 

EAST PALO ALTO liAS NOT FULLY SHARED IN THIC NATION'S DIGITAL REVOLUTION 
Although it is in lhe heart of Silicon Valley, East Palo Alto has not shared equally in the region's phenomenul CCU110t111C 

expansion. While progress has been made, tbe city still faces signitkant Gconomi.: chalknges. 
• 	 High Poverty Ove! 24 percent of local K-8 :>1udcnts live in pOVCI1y and ovcr 80 percent ~rc eligible for thv free lunch 

program (Census Bun.'ul" 19\.17; CA Oepl. 0: ri!1i1r~c, 2000l. 

• 	 Lack of Education Tt>t:br.ology East Palo Alto s;:;hools have a 28 to 1 studentl cor:1:):::'.:'r r~,lio, limi!:ng the ab1l i!)' (: [' 
teachers to us;,.; technology in the dusswom. (eA Dc,,:. ,.If Ed., 19')1)). 

PRESIDENT CLiNTON,'AND CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY LEADERS WILL A:'IINOUNO: KEY 
I:'IIITlATIVES TO BRING DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY TO YOUTIl FAMILIES A:'IID COMMUNITIES: 

• 	 The Kaiser Family FOUllti<ltio!1 Commit:{ to a Media Camp;ugn to Motivate Young People to "Get Conncelnt·, 
Magic Johnson and Rebecca Lobo Will St.1r in the Public Scrvlce Announc¢ments thilt Will Air on IJ Majur 
Networks, BET W!1I A!$() Produce :lnd Air PSAs to Encourage Athc:m-American5 to Participate in Dig:I:;1 
Economy. 

• 	 HP Announces $15 t\-1:IEon Partnershir to Expand Dig:tal OpporlUn::y in 3 Con::n~mitics, !nc~lding E:I';: Pdltl/\lit) 

• 	 Gateway Launches Pwgrum l~)r Tcchnolngy Training for 75,000 Teachers -- [nclwi:ng ;\ 11 1:::1:>1 Pail, i\ ::0 Tca.;l~c,:-. 
• 	 QUALCOMM Commits $25 Million to Bri~ige the Dlgjtl~ DIvide in San Diego --Including $7 Mil;iol1 ;\1]' :\bth and 

Science Education 

• 	 PowerUP Commits to Expandillg to 250 Technology Ccnters for Undcrserved Youth Across Ihe Coulltry·, Wllh 
Major Support from AOL (100,000 Fr:.::e Accounts Valued at $26 Million) !.lnd W.utt Family FoundatlOll (50,000 
Gateway Computers) 

• 	 Novell Will Donate $20 Millioli in Software to ~on-pron1ii Devoted to Undcrservcd Hispank: Populntiom 

• 	 Cisco Systems Pledges $1.4 Million to Develop 10 Pilot l\erworking Academies 

• 	 Applied Maleritlls Pledges $1 Minion for Digilul Div.dc ProJccts -Including u Partnership wilh i.llc Rainbowl PUSH 
Cotllition to CrCaIC;) High~Tedl Job Tmining Center i:1 Eas11'alo Alto 

• 	 AT&T Pledges $1"2 Million to The ACildcmy or Inlilrn1H!inn Technology 

• 	 PeoplePC Will Plovidc 300 Computers and Inlcffiel Access hI Seh(i(ils in the Ea:;l Palo Alto CommunHy 

• 	 govWorks's COl11rY1udty Commilment Program Wilt IX-mal\.: Computer Equipm..:nt to Comnwnihcs it Scrvt:s 

http:lu~.~~~!.ng


A COMPLETE LIST OF PRESIIlENT CLINTON AND TilE PRIVATE SECTOR'S INITIATIVES TO BRING 
. DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY TO YOUTH, FAMILIES AND COMMliNITIES 

• 	 The Ka!se~_.Family Foundation And Black Entertainment Television Announce Public Service Campaigns to 
Motivate Young Pc_qcl~ to P3r1icipatc in Technology. President CIin10n wilt highlight the erforts of Ihe Kaiser 
Family Foundation and Black EntCl1ainntcni TdcV1SWll (BET)!n help molivJ1!l: )'ml11g pcnplc !~) .'t;t.:\ \,:011111.:(;1 I.:d " Hild 
raise public awareness about lhe digital divide. The Kaiser Family Foundation will produce public service 
announcemen!s (PSA) featuring celebrities and role models who will highlight Ihcir connections to Ic~hn()~oijY am! 
encourage young people Itl recognize ways that Jccom:ng :-.:..:hno:ogically litcw!c t:all open doors to them M<1bJC 
Johnson and Rebc(ca Lobo are the lirsl celebrities to ugree to uppear in ihc PSA t:llmpaign. ABC, CBS, NBC, Fox:. 
BET, MTV. TBS, TNT, UrN, The Cartoon Network, Odyssey, The Disney Channel, Uni\'ision and thc \VB wll! all 
air the PSAs, The Nntional Association or Broadcasters will distribute the PSAs to tbeir 1,000 memhers. The 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights, the American Library Association and the Digitai Divide :-':ctwork IlJVC 

also agreed 10 support this effort. 
BET will produce and air the I'SAs on the BET Cable Network, encouraging Arrican~ Americans tn llS~ the Internet 
and to participnle !nlh:.; digital economy, The I'SA's will feature major At1'icatl-A:ncric~u: celebrities f!'(lm till.! I11llSic, 
sports and film industries expJaining the importance of Afrit:an-American participalion in Ibt.: digital economy, as 
consumers, employees and entrt.:prt.:neurs, [n addition, BET.com and BET Holdings will spO:1sor an onl!:1(; celebrity 
auction to bt.:ncfit ,~nO[tg to addrt.:ss: tho:. digItal divide. 

• 	 Hewlett-P;tcbrd Announces a S 15 MilliQ!l Digital Village Initiative New Program To SIan _~!l East IlaIo Alto,u 

HP will invest up 1Q S15 million in products, partnerships and people in 3 underserllcd communities -- ;;tarting in East 
IJalo Alto. lIP's compn:h;;:nsive approach will focus on progmms that serve adults Jnd kids at home, in school, and 
through community centers: 

HP @ llumc will help families !c~H1) llllU grow tog:ct:lI;r; 

HI' @ School \'Jill empbasize enhancing K·12 education throi1gh the usc of technology; and 

HI> @ Neighborhood Con!lm;nily C,;nlcl~ w:1l hdp adults and klds til knITl, e\i!H:llIll:ic:l;': a;:d (.:",;)101''': !lSi!"lg. il1~ 

Internet, both belixe :llld alter schooL 

.. 	 Gateway Launches Teach America! and Commits to Traitling 75,000 Teachers Including All East I'all) Alto u 

Teachers, Gateway hns pledged to providw 75,000 teachers with technnlugy litcra~y training under the 'J\;adi 
Amerk,:a! program. 111is effort will provide teachers with hundreds of courses to increase their usc onhe lnternet and 
multimedta ;Ipplications, AU East Palo Alto's teachers \viU be trained in the Teach America! program on ways (0 

cflt,:ctivcly utilize technology in the chlssroom, 

• 	 QUALCOMM Commils $25 Mimo~J~J~!idge the !~!gitai Divide in San Diego >4lnduding S7 Million for K~ 12 
Math and Science Education. QUALCOMM will help 10 close the digilal divide wilh a $25 million cnnunitlHl.!llt -

including $7 mitlion 10 improve math Dnd scicnce Ixlucation in Sail Diego ;.chools through i:1Vcstn:cnl~ in educational 
technology and enhancing the- mach :md scienct; instl'uctional skills of K~ 12 teachers. 

• 	 PowerllP Unveils 250 New Sites ill 43 Stntc.~ Across. the COllnuy The l'uwcrUp program will announce 1I nmjor 
expunsion of its successful program to give underserved youth access to technology and guidance on bow to uSc it 
POWCfUr will have 250 - up from 19 -- new, fully>equipped and staffed sites by the end of2000. PowerUr is 
comprised of more than a dozen non-profit organizations, major corporations nnd federal agencies. The federal 
AmeriCorps program is a strong supporter of the PowcrUP ef:hrt and has aSf;lgnc::d 400 nH.:I11]-1\.:rs to work;n l'ow.:rUP 
sites. Partners th<lt have contributed to :hc launl.:h of the first 250 sites include America Online, Gatcwuy. Hcwlcl!· 
Packard. Microsnfi, Sun Micmsystems, Amcnca's Promise, the Steve Case Foundation. the Waitt Family 
Foundation, Amcrieorps*Vista. Boys & Girls Clubs, Communities in Schools, ~atjona: Urb~lll Le~Ig,~lc, Sa V,.; the 
Children, YMCA nnd the DelJurtment of Education. 

• 	 American Q~~.Hnc Pledges 100,000 Free I\Ot Accounts to Siudents a! f'owcrUP SitC$, \V,till Familx FOillldmiOl1 
Providing 50,000 Computers Worth $30 Million. The expansion oftbl,; PowcrUP I:> madc possible hccaus..: or 
commitments from <t number oforganizlllions ~~ including a pledge by AOL to provide tOO,OOO AOL accounts to 
PowerUP siles, valued al $26 million annually, and a donation of 50,000 Gateway computers by the Wa.itt Family 
Foundation. 



• 	 ':-.rovcU Will Dunatl: $20 Million in Software to Non·Prouls Devoted to Help~!:l.g Undcrservcd Hispanic Populations. 
No-veil is expanding its software donation program 10 includc non-prolits that help lIndcrsc{"vcd 1'li~p'lIlic populations. 
The donated software has a retail value of$20 million. CUITCl1tly. many non~prolits are lagging behind the prh'1:1te 
sector in their use ufthe Internet and information technology_ 

• 	 ~j§.~2 Systems. HUD and Communities In Schools Announce iO Pilot Networking Academics. Cisco Systems, Inc., 
the Department of Housing and Urban Development, and Communities In Schools will announce a program valued at 
S 1 A million to establish 10 Cisco Networking Academics in underserved communities. The Cisco Networking 
Academy Pmgram teaches students to design, build, .tnd maintain computcr networks through a 280-hour \Vcb~bascd 
curriculum Jnd hllnds*ol11aboratory exercises on fen1 networks. HUD, Cisco and Communities In Schools arc also 
cswblishing internship opportunities so that Academy students graduate not only with a m~rkctable skill, bUl also 
wilh on-the-job experience. Academy gradmitcs who pass the industry standard Cisco CIJI'!iJlcd Network AH-~i\(;.i<'llc 
exnm are lmmcdiatelY eligible j{):r informution technuiogy jobs with high st;'lrting :-mlarics. 

• 	 Applied MuteriJls Pleuges $1 Million and Partners with the Rainbow/f'USH t;;oalition In ere,!le .;l r ligh-Tech Job 
Training Center. Applied l'\'fi.lteriHI~ has pleJg..:u $1 miliiolt 10 help provide '·information for cvcryol!c," star!~!lb wlih 
the development ora high·techjob training center lor the people ofEasll'alo Alto, in parlm.:rsnip witl: locrd 
government and Reven!l1d Jesse Jackson's Rainbow/PUSH Coalition. 

• 	 Scmiconductor Equipment and M[ltcriaJ.~..!.!~"~~!:nati()n<Jl (~"gMD \\fill Pledge $) Million to R.~~ucc the Digilal Divide 
in Silicon Valk:y. SEM1, the global trade <Jssocialion for the semiconductor equipment and materials industry, is 
pledging $ [ million dollars to live workforce development programs focused on reducing the digital dividc. The 
organizations that will receive $200,000 each arc: Workforce Silicon VillleYi tndustry and T..:cbnology Ouln.:aclt 
Foundation; Jose A. V..ldcz Math {nslitllte~ and lhc Charitcch Civic. ven{urJ.! Fund. 

• 	 AT&T Announces. a $ 1.2 Million Commitmcn~..~!?.Jhe Academy of fnlonnation Technology. AT&T will support the 
Acudcmy oflnl~mnatitln Technology with $ 1.2 million 10 develop u high schoo! !.:urric,;lllrl11hJt wi II prcp:m; stlldcnt~ 
for jobs in the IT induslt)'. In addition, AT&T wtll cOlilmil $250,000 io develop a IHl'iiOlitll :{lrtIlTI sL:rles for 
undcrscrved commurtilics to engage high schoof students and policymakers in a dialogue about economic 
opportunities, cdu~tlti()n, job skills, und lc(uJcrl1hip Ihr the 21s! century. 

.. 	 PeoplcPC Commits to Providing Multimedb ComputerS to the East Palo Alto Community. The Pr;;;sidcnt will 
announce a pledge by PeoplePC to provide the schooli'i of Eas.t Palo Alto wilh 300 new bnlrid name computer syslems: 
and unlimitL:d Internet access. ClUTcntly, thc elementary schools: in Ea;;.t Pa~o A::o have a i>lut!cm·!o·cnmptH::r rutl;) nf 
28-to-1, making it difti;;cll for comp\,lkrs lJnd the Il1tcrnc1to be used as powcrllil tools for kaming t:) :11\..' dn,,:s;\hHl,. 

• 	 RQ.Y.W~~~?, Inc., AIl~"~l1nCcs the Community CO!!ll1litmcnt PtogrJm to Reillvc~\ itl Communities Around the ('U\!IlO)'. 

govWork1>, Inc. will announce lllc laun:.:h of its CqmmtllJit; COl1ln,itnH.:nt program to lwlp ';(l)lUnUnilics. ;ll..:ro:-;:-; 1!)C 

country address lhe digital dividc. goy Works will f;.:ilivcSt:l pO:1ion ufils revenue:n lo{;al t:ommulliti<.:s t~l purchase 
computers, high-speed Internet 3ccess and lcchMlogy training, whi;;;ll will be iJonated 10 libraries, public schools, ,md 
community cetHers, [t willlulIllch n pilol of its Community Commitment program this we!:k by dOJl;.ttlng compll1cn; 
nnd a year's supply of high speed Inlemc! <h:cess to the Thomas Creighton Elemenwry School in Philadclpbi':l, i'A 
nnd to Nora Nilvara Public Librnry in New Orieans, LA Additionally, govWorks plans to provide the school and 
library staff with (;OmpUler and lntemet lraining. gov\Vorks expects to roll out its Community Commitment program 
in 50 cHies by the end ()fthe year. 

• 	 NcLDay and TechNe! HOnc·Stop·Shop" fbI' Educational Tcchnolo!iY: The [)resident will announce II conumtmC!li 
from NctDay and TechNct to develop an Intemet~baseJ "one·slop·shop" of information on cducatinnul technology. 
including technulogy plonning, lUtr-dw.lrc, educatiumli sun ware, proicssional development, and sources or Iiml1lc;al 
support The database will be designed for prinCipal!>, teachers:, parent support groups, and community members:, 



• '~rhe ThinkQuest® PWSlam Bridges the Diliital Divide by Re<lching Out to Undcrservcd Studtllls, ThinkQucsl,;) 
non~profit Internel-based education initiative, will announce a partner:ship with the Department or Education':; TRIO 
llnd COlllnlunity Technology CCnierprogrums, HUD's Ncrgbborlwod Network centers .lnd ABJLITY AwarcllI:.";:; to 
bring ThinkQuesl's award.winning program to the largc number of studcnts in unders.erved school:; and commulllti ... ;'i 
as well as to studCl1ls with disabilities. The ThinkQu~1>t program guidelin~s promote (cams that indud<.: mcmhers 
from diverse kvcls of computer competency who com:: from various cu;tuml, ethnk: :ll1d 30dO~\;t:utlOl1lk 
bnckgrounds. To dat..: more t:;lln 50,000 sludcnts :md educators Ih1l11 100 countrie:; hd\'t: pa:':icip:ltl.:d ::1 Thillki.,)ut:sl. 

• Tn~J!~~ar1mc~.!.of Educatiq.!) Announces Technology h!noY'ltion Challe.~!gc Grants The DcparttHcm of Educatiou 
will announce three ne',.v TechnoJ,,)gy ll1l1ovation Challcnge Gr':lIlts (neG) totaling $24 million over 5 yca;·~. In· 
kind contrihutions 10 these Technology Innovation pmjcets will toljl more 1han $67 million. This program ~t:rvc..; 
as a catalyst for positive change for schools. Jt SUPP011s educators, industry partners, communities, parents, and 
othel's who are using new technologies to help bring high quality education to every classroom and neighborll{xxl 
Effective llse of new technologies in these communities will contribute to Improved student achievement in reading, 
writing, science, mathematic;;, history, the arts and other disciplim:s. Each project will support tfoining for leadlCl"S 

and promote greater parent .and community involvement in education. 

• The National Endowment for the Humanities Announces S 1.45 Million In Schouls lor a ~\)w Millennium 
Projects The National E~ld()\"m0nl 10; lhe Hmnunilics <l:I!lOlIHl.;e:> $1 AS Ill)1Iiml in Scblob; !~l:' a N..:w :vi i111.'11 i1 iIII n 
projects designed to Ir3in humanities kachcrs to IUH:gr:He teChnology tools into lhelr clas:>l"oom teachillg. 
Schools lor a New Millennium projects include teachers, lIniversity scholars. Icchnology CXpCflS. localllH!SL:llI11S 
and libraries, parellts and school administr.ttors committee to bringing digital opportunity illlo Ihe cbssrou!n, 



, 'IN-EAST PALO ALTO PR~:SmENT CLINTON WILL BE JOINED BY IIIGn,TECH AND COMMUNITY 
LEADERS TO ANNOUNCE NEW PARTNERSHIPS TO BRIDGE TilE I)IGITAL I}IVII)~: 

The President wlll participate in a roundtabk dis(;ussion with CEO:; lh,m the (CCbtlOJogy mdustry and leaders oflh\.! 
civil rights community and non-profit organizalioll:L The Prc:;idcnt wi:llcad a dl~ll:oi~ioll on CO:ludc steps thaI 
industry, commuility ol'ganizations and government can take to bridge the digital diviue. Participnnl5 in :he 
roundtable will include: 

Dr. Drew Altman, President & CEO, TI1C Henry J. Kaiser Foundation 


Henry Cisneros, President & COO, Univision Communications 


Darien Dash. Clmimmll & CEO. DME Interactive Holdings, Inc. 


Magda Escobar, Excct::ivc Dir;::ctor, Plugg:::d In 


Carly Fiotina. CEO, Hewlett Packard 


Rae Grad, CEO, Power Up 


Nick Grauf, CEO, People PC 


Rosatind Hudnell, Vice President, Intel Corporation 


Rev. Jesse .hlckson, Rainbow PUSH 


Yuscf Jackson, Chaimlan, One Net Now 


Irwin Jacobs, Conionan & CEO, QUALCOMM 


Carlton Jenkins, CEO, One Nel Now 


Robert Johnson, Chainnan & CEO, Black EntCl1ainmcn; Television 


Roberta Katz, President & CEO, T echNer 


Robert Knowling, CEO, Covad Communications 

Jim Martin, Senior Vice President, America Online 


Kenneth McNeely, Vice President, AT&T 


James Morgan, Chairman & CEO, App!ictl Materials 


John Morgridgc. Chairman of the Board, Cisco Systems 


David Rohina, Vice Chairman, Gateway 


Eric Schmidt, Chairman & CEO. Novell 


Srinija Srinivasan, Vice President & Editor~in-CtllcC Yahoo! 


Kaleil Tuzman, CEO, GovWorks 


Raul Yzaguirre; President, National Council of L<I RHZ~I 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the ?ress Secretiiry 
{East Palo Alto, Ciilifornia} 

For Immediate Release April 17. 2COO 

REMARKS 6'i THE: PRESIDENT 
IN DIGITAL DIVlriE DISCUSSION 

WITH THE ~ST PALO ALTO COMMUNITY 

?lugged In 
Sast Palo Alto, Califor~ia 

9:07 A.r-:. PDT 

7:i2 ?KE~;1Dr;NT: Yeu i.".L sit down. Good mor::1ing, r want to thun}: 

r"E<lyor ~Vi~:;;on Cor maxi:)';] t:!3 ,.,-elcc:::1e today, And :::hnnk you, r-<.ngdn Es;~obar. 


for a~l YO:.l hav0 done, , G.lso wan:: tc recognize some other peo,J~e '<4110 

are here with us today, ::\everend Joc"son, t!:Jhnk you for (;omi;)g. 

:Applause.) C,,!'ly Fioc;.r;a, :::he ?resirieTlt of Hewlet'~-Packtlrd; &nd Robert 

Knowling, th(: Preside"t 0:: Cov&d, thank you :!:or being here. (ApplDuse.! 

Rebecca Lobo, thn"k you for being here. i'ie're glt;d to see you. 

(Applal1se. ) 

I'd like to also ocknowledge the presence in the audience of 

secretary of Housing and Urban Development Andrew Cuomo; the Chairman of 

the Federal Communications Conunission Bill Kennard,' and many members of 

Congress -- Representative Zoe Lofgren, Representative John Conyers, 

Representative Bill Jefferson, Representative Barbara Lee, 

Representative SilvestLc Reyes, Representative Scephnnie Tubbs-Jones, 

Representative Anna Eshoo -- I think that's all the members of Congress 

who are here. 


I'd like to thank Gene Sperling and Maria Eschaveste, And I want 

to recognize especially l:he nan who ,helped us avoid the Y2K pr.oblem, a 

distinguished Republican Senator from Utah, Bob Bennett, Thank you for 

co::ning, Ser:ator Bennett. ~'le're glad to see you. (Applause,) 


I'd aLsc- lixe to thank all the civil ::~ghts leaders who are t:.~re, 


the high-<::ech CEOs, ~ha foundation directors. l\nd I'd like to thank 

Ju~i2n Lacey who J.B here fa:: helpir.g us ki::::k off O',lr r.ational ce ;.1 to 

2c::io:1 for digital oppo::-tunity. J: k;10W that a.ll of you kr.ow Julian. 

Thar.k yO:.L ~App::"ause.) 


I ",,-.n': t? thnllk ACL fo:: web casting tODay's even;: livo, 1'1,;)0 J.'~i 


li:<-e t::; Bily a ,:;peL-it:: worci of ap:;:.reciat_o:;, ::0 on0 person who ,13 not !,e,e 

W!1::) ;,e':ped us to ciev£1)lop Ol.,r or;tire "PPKooch to ::.1oo1r.g tr.e c.lSl.tal 

divide, Vice ?re;:;.Lden:: Al Gore, :: t:'1ank him as well. :;:\pplause.; 


Now, ;: w.LU be brief because:: wan": to get on to the qJ-estlons, 

But I wa:1t to teE you why we're here, This is a. very fortunnte ciw€ 

for oar country. rle have the strongest economy if; history, We have the 

lowest Afrl.can American and Hispanlc unemployment rates our country has 

ever recorded. and the lowest female unemploymen::: rate in 40 years. But 

we all k:10W there a~e people and places t::'at bave :tot fully pnrticipated 

in this neW economy. 


1 bave been to a lot of those places on my di9i~al divide tour -- 1 

mean. my New Markets tours -- because I see these places as places of 

opportunity, places of new markets, If we can create new employees, new 

businesses, new jobs, new opportunities, we can keep the American 
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economy going, Th:us is one of those fortt.:.nate tir:'.es ",he~, by doing the 

thing that is morally right, we actually help to keep America's economic 

expansion chu::::ni:1g forward. It's going to take the efforts of 

government, business and the community sector to succeed. 


This Ls our third New Markets tour, When I leave you, t'm going to 

Northern New Mexico, to the Shiprock Navajo Reservation, And tomorrow 

I'll be Hi Cbicago, meeting with representatives of <;;very aspect of tlH: 

high-tech incbstry in .t'_"ne:::ica. J wanc:ed to begi:l here in East Palo Alto 

-- :t1ppliltlse) -- !Jecausc ever: nere in Silico:1 Valley, the.::;e at:e m.:-my 

peo,)~e ',.;-110 80'J1d :::e lefe: behi nd, a:1d because TYC' ~·e do:'r:.r; so U\\lCr. to 

::-,ake stl::;-e YOl:' re :1C: left ;J0hind. And we oo..:gh-:: tc b.;: giving B he19P){J 

ha:1d. 


I dor.'t thir.k -::here is ~ ~etter place in America to show what can 

be done to reach out to our children who are at risk of f~lling behind. 

We can see that here at Plugged In, at the Silican Valley Project, at 

the new Cis~o Sun Academy, where graduates are virtually assured of good 

jobs that pay up to $70,000 a year. In a few minutes, I will announce 

SOflle other things that corporate leaders here today are prepared to do 

to help this city on the move, move even faster. 


Let me just briefly ask yc~ to reme~b2r ~he hlstory of this 

corr::;!1,.:ni~y_ One hundred nnd fifty years ago, East ?"lo Alto go:: its 

start as " commU:1.~ "y cnlle;; .K''H'e:mwood. F.avensl10od was.;; good candidate 

to becc::le tr_~ ~aBt sLOp on t:--ttJl transco:1t:.r.e:1tal ::ai1way, something that 

was ve::y iLpor::a:1t in :.::'e Ir:dustria::" Age. Jnf.o=tur.<lce1y, plans changed, 

the rai.i-road bypassed Raver.swood a:"ogether, and it was a decision that 

had repercussions for the people who lived in this. cO;;;"l'..mi~y for a 

century ot' more_ 


Today, We't'e in another time of fundamental economic 

transformation, but we can do it very differently because, unlike the 

railroads of the Industrial Age, the trade routes of the Information Age 

can run through every city, every town, every corrununity, And, in fact, 

the more communities they run through, the be'.:cer .It works. 


I~c O:Hl has to be bypassed '.:hi9 ::ime around. The ct:oic.e is in o'Jr 

i":.:;n·("!s. vic CH:< 1.:5e r:e:< te:::hr:ology to exter.d oppo:c\:\,;nity to mo::::ce 

American;;; thiin ever 03£ore; we CllJ :.rLLy :nove mo:::e p~oplG out 0: povert:y 

mo::-e .rapid~y than ever before, or we can allow access :'0 new tec~nology 


to hei9h~en .-;;conOG1C inequality 3:1d sharpe;) social div.lsion~ 


A9ain, I say, the choice is ours. But I ....ant to reiterate a point 

I made earlior. The truth is that doing t:he right thing will accelerate 

the stren9th· of this powerful economic engine. (Appl~usc_) Every 

economist knows that new technologies will continue to drive rapid . 

economic 9r0t1th only if they continue to spreiid to ,,11 sectors of our 

economy. 


1 l"iove made c1osi:1g this digital divide it big priority. It is a 

big :~rior,; ty 1:1 our bt..:.dget and i) big ~riori-:::y for trying to ar;.].ist the 

enQcg,:es of :;>1..:': fel:ow c:itizer,s, T:"!at'E- \<ihy I 2.S$>Jcd: & r.atioEul ca:'l to 

::let ien, to 0.n1 LS-:; the suppc:c ~ 01: b>..:sine.sses, stn te iwd _-.oc",::' 

governntencs, CC:-:_'lr.m.:.ty gro'Jps, !:ot.::,da:.:io~s, sch~ols a:)d volur.teers, 

.n.lready, mor!~ than 400 crganJ.z.;:t2.0:1S have Sig:-H;!::i on to m;r call. 


To reach these broad national goals, all of us are going to have to 

do our part.. In addition to our $2.25 billion e.-rate. initiative, which 

allows os to hook up every school and library in the country to the 

Internet, irv~luding those. who can't afford it on their own -- (applause) 

-- and Oll!':" n'~w S450 million Technology Literacy Challenge, which helps 

to provide to poor ;;-!teas -- the computers, the software, the teacher 

training <Jnd the Internet access that's so important. I'm asking 

Co;)gres'S ,;0):;, $:CO ..allion for camrrr.mity tec!;:1c2-ogy ce:1ters :ike Plugged 
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In --(applause) -- S':'50 m.ll1ior: to help train all new teachers to use 
the tech:lOlogy and the Inte:-:net in the classroom -- \3PplBUsei -- and $2 
billion in new tax ince~tJves for computer donatio3$ and co~tribu~ions 
to our schools, our libraries arid community technology centers. 
(Applause. i 

But the impcrtan~ announcement is the one 1 wa~t to make today, 
Corpo:rat.ions in this area have'col'l'-'nitted over $100 million to help you 
do what you do best. Gateway will provide technology training to 75,000 
teachers, including every single teacher here in B<lst Palo Alto. 
iAppILluse.) Novell wEI donate $20 million in software for nonprofit 
orgoni2::otionn dev()ted to helping l1ncierserved HispClnic organizations, 
(Applnuse.l l!e~'lIlw::t-?ackard w:.ll invest $15 million. in a new (iigit:al 
vi:lag13 .i;;~tJ.;:t::iv;; to r.eI;:> t!-1:ree ;..mc;erservod conur,ur.ities, stc:::::c:i:·,g t:ere 
i:1 East P';:,~,Q Alto. :Applacse,; 

Qualcornm is givinq :,ack to the city w:,ere it"s ;;;ased, San Diego, 
~'lIith e 525 llli':'l,ion co::unitrent, includinq $7 lJ.lllior; -- this is important 
-- ;:0 i;'llp::'ove :nath and scie:1ce education among allot our young people. 
(Applause.) Power Up, a partnership of AOL, Gateway and several other 
companies' thl'lt bring technology to young people in schools and community 
centers. is going to expand from 19 to 250 sites nationwide. 
AmeriCorps, a strong partner of Power Up, will assign 100 of our young 
volunteers to woek at these sites. A01 is going to prov2de 100,000 
accounts for use at these sites, a corunitment worth $26 million every 
year, (Appl;n~se.) 

AppLied Materials has p:edged a r;,illion do:la:::s :or projects such 
as a new high-teer. job training cer.te!' for, t:J-.e !)eople of East P",:;'o Alto. 
:Applause.) A:'ld they ore gOlnq to be in par~;)ership with the city ar.d 
wit}) Reverend ,Jackson's Ralnbo\·! Pus~ coalitio;'i, which has an office 
ri<;Jht arolmd the corner here. (Applause.) I prol\tised Jesse, 1 would 
promote his :iob site too, you see, zlT:ouncJ the corne:l:'. 

AT&'I' is cOr!lrnitc:ing $1.2 million ':;0 support the Academy of 
:;:nfor:nation 'l'echnol,ogy, 11ni·;::r.. is dedicated ;:0 hdping high school 
Bt:t:dGots prepare :or higr..-9aybg jobs in the high-tl!!ch ind'Jsuy. Cisco 
w.t1i invest 51,'; Jni:lion to expand its Cisco Ne<.::work Academy Prograr.. to 
lO more under-served cor.~u~i:ies_ People PC ~as agreed ~o dor.ate 30e 
new multi:nedia compu-cers to the east Palo ;Uto Schools, (Applause.) 

1 want to thank all thf~se corporations and all their leaders for 
their new commitments and I want 'to thank Covad for leading an effort to 
increase minor~ty participation in the hiqh tech industry, We are 
nowhere near where we ought to be on that. (Applause.) 

New, the commitments of governments and corporations are only part 
of :he equa:icn, The rest requires motivation and the:'5 what I wnnt IJS 

all to focus on fcr the rest of o~r time here. Frank~y, a~l the 
COF.pcters ar~d softwi2::."e a:'lci l:lter;.et connccticf'.s in tOle wo;::d wor:'t do 
m'J::'r. geod '.: yo'.):!,! people -::0,,' ~ '-lndersti:lr.d that access to new ::echr.olc·s'l 
meaES ac(~ess to f18V1 loartL'cng ::.:pportl.;r;ities, new job opporccnit,",J~S, <Ie;.,' 
ent:rcpre;H:lUr.Lnl cpportu;;ir:l.€!'3 -- acces<> ::0 the new ecor"omy. 

That' 5 ('lIhy 1 am very pleased that T.:he Kaiser Family F'oundatior. is 
going to crGlate a major public service campaign to inspire young people 
to get on computers and get on line. The <Ids wi.ll air on NBC, ABC, CBS, 
Fox, BET, Uo1'1i5iol"l, MTV, The Cartoon NetwoJ;k Ilnd other major channels. 
They will feature Magic Joh:1son and Rebecca Lobo, who will highlight new 
tech:'IOlogies and 'the fact t!-.at they're not only tun, they can open a lot 
of doors in Life. Bet.com will also air their own PSAs, encouraging 
African Arnerica~s to ~se the Internet and participate, Let'S give them 
a.!.l a hand. That's great. (Applause. j 

Now, le~ me j'Jst ~ay this. = want to tha:1k the people a~ Plugged 
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!r. again. Magda a;;d al: the others. places lii<:.e this :::ar. cha;;ge lives 
forever. You come ln, learn how to design we~ pages or set cp networks 
or just how to use the Internet as a tool for discovery. That gives you 
the power to control yeur f.uture. 

I want to show you sOmething. If you haven't done this, I want to 
urge you all to take a look at the classifieds from yesterday's San Jose 
Mercury News. There are 10,000 technology-related jobs advertised in 
this paper. If they could be held by every unemployed and underemployed 
perscn in East Pale Alto, thlS would be t: better country today. 
(Applause.) So whether it's fLnding iJ. high-tech job or sel'vinq as a 
teachr;:r yr just being a :nO:::"8 effective pz.rer:t, ~very young pe:cson :18eds 
t:::> know hO'.1 ::0 U8e '::his ::echr.ology. '>' •• , .. i':'l serve yo',) ..:e11, no ;net'::er 
·,.;hat yQ:l ::0" 

1\0'... 1: 'd like t::: begi:: ~l:r disC:lSSlon by as;oang Rez,eCCB :,0;'::: n 
glJe'StJ.on chat I hope Hill help us to unde::"sta!1d whac.'s involved here in 
getting youn9 pBoplG! te actually cOlTl!f'it the:nselves to becom:.nr;; 
technologically literate. 

A lQt 01: people. Rebecca, across the country look up 1:0 you because 
yov'~e tall, (Laughter,) And they also look up to you because 

you're a great basketball player. a great hUffi,;lO being ~nd, therefore, a 
9reat role model. They see the life you have; they'd like to have a 
career in professional sports. 9ut a lot of kids have to find their 
stardOffi some'dhere else -- there are only so many people who can make it 
i:"l spons, but everybody can If.ake i::: i;; ::'i:e. So I'd like to ':r.ow how 
you wou~d speak to children to ::ry co persuade them :,cw to be~cme 
techr.olo0ically li.::e:::ate, why c:r.ey· sr.o".lld m<:ster compu::ers and the 
Inter;'iet:, i>J;\Z\t would your message be? 

r~s. LOBO: My message to kids aLI. the time -- gene.r;;,.J.ly, chey tisk 
gu(~:'3tions ill;J(lllt bnsketbnll, but it's to fo.llow their dr~,F,tmf;, because 
>vh'-1tevtllc chGd.r dreams are, they can come true. Generally, all kids just 
want to be successful and they ,1ant to have 2m opportunity to btl! 
sl..lccessiul. And now '!:::he Internet is the way to be able to find the 
success that ;:hey wanr;, to achieve the drear;'.S that they want:, And they 
jus~ need ~he opportunities to be able to ge~ on the Internet, to have 
access to 't:h() I:1terne'::., to have people shoHing them how to use it so 
that they ca:l pursue whateve~ drea~ it ~s -- they can find information 
about whatever job or whatever career -- whether it's sports or anything 
that they want to pursue, 

And one thing that's been exciting for me -- I'm on the Internet 
all the time -~ through wmba,com, kids ca:o ~sk me qnestjons. And I try 
to answer all of my e-mails and I think it's a pretty cool thing when a 
kid is doin9 a report in school, and they're doing a report on me and 
they have a question, And so they e-mail it to me and they get it right 
frot:: tl,e t-:curce, the answer, 

?vt yOU 90 out end yeti ",ncourage tnuse k;.~:6 and let them 'mow !:.:lw 
ffi'.:H;h ~\1n the In;:ernet ea:l De. And y::;.c \..Cint r:oople to pLrsue thei.: 
p,::sslom;. I've beer. fortunate -:::O:':e at::l~ to folL:w my dream and rrake a 
livJ..ng (~oJ..ng what 1 lcve to dc. And 'lou "'ltl:)t all people to have tl:at 
op:;mrtunity nnd you war..t to encourage thes,;- t.:-".ds, ~~1at they can find 
thaI: op-porc\;ni-:::y nr"d have chat access- thrO".1gh the I:1ternet. :l"pp;.a'.lse.) 

THE PRESIDENT: Is it on? 1'm still technologically chaJ.lenged. 
right? (Laughter,) I want to ask Reverend Jackson a question. You've 
been involved in the civil ri-ghts revolution all your life. We were 
just in Selm-a together. When Dr. King died, he was moving the civil 
rights revolution to a new stase, the stage of economic opportunity. 
And you hnve spent most of the last 30-plus years trying 'to extend that 
opportunity to people who hilve been left out and left behind. What do 
you think thLs :lew technology means tc YO'.lr prospects of eccceedir:g at 
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the work Of the last 30 years? 

REVEREND ,jACKSON: First of all, le;: me ::ake -:he liberty to sa.y, 

i-1::. President;, that you're taking the message to the ,o€lople, taking 

light to dar;; places, coming to Selma, to Appa.lachld, '.:0 East ?alo Alto, 

Th).s is the quality of leadership our nat).on deserves, We must really 

thank yo:; fo!' that, Thank you for that, (Applause, 1 


When Or, King 'looked at the Great Divide jn 1955, he knew it was 

the enligh<:ened energy of young l\r.,erica that could change the course, 

And so when Hose Parks refused to go to tae back of the bus, he said 

better th.::Jt ~/e walk in dignity than walk in shame, young America came 

ali'Ie, At: that time, the Whi<:e House didn't move, the Congress didn't 

mo ....e, Young America came alive. In 1960, four students sat in to get: 

hanburgers; they got handcuffs and they were ~h~eatened expulsion 'from 

school, They chose dignity over dolLars 8!1d degrees, Yeung America 

car..e alive. 


We tow :Hlve a public accommodations bill, the rigtt to vo::e, all 

because ycur:g Atnerlca came alive. And thus, those who would t)e Ecee 

must; stcike the Erst bl<yw. L..:..terally, at that tlme, we were t-n tl 


50c1.a1 revolut",o:1 tlnd we cha::1ged laws. We are now in a cultur'il 

revolutlon and young peop':'e must -~rJ..r.g Eorth a new energy. I dould say, 

to usc one poet, Ge:1e Sperling's lar..,,.Jage, shi::t from high top~, to 

laptop, :i n torms of w!wt' $ i!I'portan::. BeC2t1S0 yot.; can got your hlgh 

tops from your iap\,;op aad you ca:m:::>;: go:: your lap~op from your high 

tops, in t:erii1$ or what is impcrt~,n:: to yot::1g Alnorlca, 


,Io an) uoing to do a conference out hore t1ay Is'.: t:,rcn.:gh 3:rd, tile 

Rainbow Pcsh. Ard:: must 5dy the first thing -- we are goi:vJ to ::teet 

Wit:1 3,000 youth from East Palo Alto and San Jose and 8!1ergiz0 th(1m, and 

Cacly Fioriml and Bob are her~ about computers -- so we rust make t:-t~s 


the mass, stylist'" -::t:e tr.ing--to-co movement. We are also going to 

organi ze a thousand churches. We want the churches to put lapt:ops and 

computers in theic Sunday :'Ier.cc':' roc:;",s, so churches can be after-schOol 

homewock centers fot" (Jor youth, and ::lake this a mass movement for 

students and parents and preachers. 


I am convinced, when I look at people .like Magic Johnson and Isaiah 

7homas -- whun these young people grasp this -- and they are !'lOW -- I 

hope we're closing the gap real fast with those who have the energji to 

rnak>;]: it happon. And I see young America catching Or'.. (Applause, J 


THE PRESIDEN1': I would like to ask a question of Cady Fiorina, 

One of the thin9s that bothers me about being President is that I can 

I'm a fairly high energy person so I can go to a place like East Palo 

Alto and we can get everyboey together <lOa we can get all these 

commitments tlnd people can follow through on their commitments, But !'m 

a.lways worrit~d that sameho''': thece ,..ill be a gap be\:ween this moment: and 

when people':1 lives really chenge. Ar:d:;: ~·,to\l:d like to know what 'you 

thl.nk ~t wi1.\ really take for the investr::er:t revolutlon to permeate this 

ccmm;Jn~ty a:1d others like it to the extent tha:.: ';.'e r0,,~ly will be able 

to quarant:e0 eq,).:::l opportunity to all these k':'ds, i= they ::naster the 

fur.dac,ent?,ls of the infc.rm;::;tion revolution, 


:-15, t'IOHI!'U\: Well, 1'ir5t, I would say, Mr. l?resiclen~, that. yO'..l are 

correct. P,s wond0.::t:ul 0$ it is that you coma here·todaYr W:lat .Lt's 

really n:)out is aJ,1 of ~tc comm,~tment$ that prec')ded your vis: t and c;.ll 

of the cQrml'li 1;roentS tt-.i.t wiL ::cl::"ow yoe;: visit, 


The:t:e arc, however, r ::hin~ t:':,ee oasl.c ':';lW;'; .in the high-tech 

:'ndustry today -- .lawn thnt I thi;)k rep:::8se:.t opport"mity for those who 

will learn and have access co the tecr_nc':'oc:y. Cne f:.mdamental law is 

that the higl:-tech industr.y is in a constar:t ":flr foe talent, We don't 

have o:1ough poople with enough skil.is. Tr.at will cO:"ltin:;f~ to be th~ 
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Ci'ise L::r r:-3ny, many. ::!a.")y, many years to CO[~,8 be::a,-51l this is a growtr. 
i:1cc.stry and th~r8 is r,o eLd ::0 tha-::: g:C0\"1t1 -.:..r, s~g;'t. 

So whether it is Cava::: 0:: Novell or Cis:;o or S'.Jo or Hewlett-Pacf:ard 
or any oi ..:hE' oth':lr companies that are here in Siliccn Valley, all of us 
worry first and £or:emost about finding enough talent. 'That'S ~i1e first 
law, 

The secc,nd law l,s that technology -- information technology and th€ 
Interae\: can oe the great eg'.lallze:t:. The Inter:1et and information 
techno1osy Cd::! ernse tr.e barrie:r:s of tit'.'? and distance, an::::! yes, the 
barrie:::> of p::ej:Jd:.ce, as welL becat.:se if pe::>ple have toe tools, 1£ 
people have the $/;:_115, J.(: people h3VC th"", 58cess, t:,ey =eprElssr.t ~h* 
t2ler:t ::t:2t th:-s ':'r.d:ls'::ry r.eeds. 

An~ the third lin·, is ::hat without those '::o01s, wi::hout th8t access, 
\1itho'J,t those 3,,1115, tr.e divide becomes greater ar.d greater and 
grea::er, And so :: really tr.ink it =-5 nnout :;omI1lun.iti.es nnd corpor8tioDS 
and government working together to f:ake sure that people have i1CCeS8 to 
the toots and tho technology, access to training, zwcess to skj lin But 
rest assured, thG lndustry needs people who have these nkills It's 
worth the effort to learn b*cause it can change lives lfl dramatlc ways, 
cut the :lsed for the skL:l is t:;er:e and t:<at need fcr.- slo.11 wll1 last 
for many, many d0cades to (;C;;-,t'L ; APt1a;;.se, ) 

:HS ?~E::"I=ENT: Thank yot:. :.et i,e j:.ls:: say -- ;- just war.t ::0 
£::.110;': 'J;:::: 0:1 SOfLOt:!ir.g, I ....·ar.t y::.lt; tc t:-.int: 2;:;::::t;t tr.is. We"re all 
Sitting h9rc tali<i:1g abou:: this -- wi.th 10,GCO job vacancies being 
adver::lsed in the paper yesterday i,. tl'.l.s area. If ;.,'e dor:'t do ttls 
now, when arc· we ever gClflg to get: a.cound to it? Co you think we'd be 
having thls meetlng If 1;I1e unemp~8ymen"': rate were 10 pe::;'ce:1t .l.n Amer=-ca, 
or 10 percent in Callfornia? This is t~h~ time i-Ie've got to do th.l.s. 

We'ru back in Washington today debating legislation abollt how much 
not whcthc·:r:, but how much -- we have to raise the cap on visas to 

bring in p",opl,~ from ather countr2-es h'ho are t~ainBd in these skl,11s. 
And I'::n pro-::nrlligrDt,",on. I':~, ill~ for t!-:is. We've got to do it, we've 
g8t to keep ::hese inoustries going. t';e' VB got: ::0 d::: the riqht thLlg. 
But I ':1\ a~so try.:.r:g c:o r;'ake s,-;.te \"te:"l ..~e d:::: it, we ;let core ir:vest:m0r:ts 
t8 t~ai:1 people t:ec::e to 20 those ~6bs. 3eC:<lt:se yo,] caIl :::0 i':;. 
:lI.pplause. ) 

Ar:d :: just wtlnt to say somethi:1g to the local folks b?c::e Z1!1C to t:.c 
kids who :He hlS!'e. Yeu' VB 'lot to decicie ,ihetheL' you bel:.eve 
intelligencE' is equaLl y distribut€d in this world; T do -- whether you 
believe ability lS equally distributed; I do. 1 mean, not for 
everything. 1 couldn't r;lay basketball like Rebecca. But everybody can 
do sometl:u.ng, and everybooy can learn this. 

I j:18t go:: ::llck frort India, a coun~ry Ii,:'::}'. a pe,-capi:::a income cf 
$: 450 a year, 1\;:)Q I ,",,'fie in D ?()oc:: v:ll<:l)€' where ::: s~w ",)Ower; who we ce 

. al",ost Jll~terate, :leve::: ""veri beefl given a privi:ege of 9Clng ::0 school, 
ge~tiIl9 on co:::;:,p'Jters, cal:i:lg t;p thei= gove:::n:-no:,':'s '-'en oDqe, get~i1g 
informa::ior: abo'Jt I:'.ow to cake CBre 0: their ne\"nor::. oabies, in re~cte 
vi~lages :::ecaU$B tl'.ey hod a c(}mp'.1tet:' wi;:h a good pdn·,,'~r ~o tuke the 
software -- Silva it to them, r:hey co;.]ld take it home. 

'l'hi$ can chuflge the way the world vlOrks, and it can save you and 
your children frmll having to \~ait 30 years to !\love into the m:'Jinstream, 
It can be doue in a matter of months or a yel;lL But yo.l have to be1leve 
it, and you have to take advantage of .1-.t. A.nd if h,e can't do it where 
there's 1C,000 jOb ....acnncies L, the papeL', ~:e l.... ill neve::: get aronnd "Co 
doing it. 
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be more specific here. What kind of job opportunities are available for 

minorities, for examp~e, who may come fro:u poor homes or poor 

neighborhoc:i,·3 or voo.::: corrumr.ities, if t:hey get: the sk.:.l1s and the 

trz.ini:1g the;? ne-Gd? And what do yeu think is the most important thinq 

:::hey coul.d do ar.d we cocld do to b::idge this gap? 


NR. KNOWLING: Thank yoc., Mr. President. The ~,o:::s. qU.He frankly, 

they cover tr.e waterf.=:ont, ar.d there are technicians that Can design web 

sites become software developers; there are a number of IT personnel 

that are needed i:1 the industry. The job-s truly, they SC6n the 

waterfront. 


:,r.e lssue, I :::cliev-e, however. is all ::t:c tl'.i:lgs that we'v~ l'.ear.d 
,t~di'lY. Bt.:t ,:r.ere are s:::ne c::r.0:' .:.ssues th:l:: ;;.::'so need -:::0 :::e addressed. 

And I, :or one, ::h.:mk the President ot tflis country for his lei:.dership 

in terms of prov;.ding these for;Jr"s and becomi:1g a catalyst for cr.ange. 


In seme work that I've been doing with the ITAP., whic~ is trying to 

at. least address the issue of how come we don't have more women and 

people of co.:!.or in these high-tech jo~s -- if yot.: think about the numl)er 

of stuae:1':s tr_at a::-e tak::-r:g -:::he r..3th and s::;~encc ,;:ourses, cc;np'.lter 

sc.:...ence cCJ.:;rses, engineering, t:1ere is a disproportior.ate ;1u<,<.b0r: of them 

that g,~t tl:.roug!j the educational syt;tern 3:<d the proc,,$$, but they don't 

end up in the johs. And YOl.1 have to as;': yourself t.he question, why not. 

And while there may be 10,000 jobs in the San Jose 9<1pe:c this post 

weekend, I'm convinced that the last, a~ least, frontier for ~his issue 

is that business must quit lip' service ~nd provide t.he job and give the 

access. (Applause.) 


It seems to me that if you just look at this little ~Jcenario I 

p<'ilnted for you, why don't they end up in the jobs? Is tht;l lSdue they 

don't have the intellectu8l c:ap8city? Is the issue they hav~n' I: had the 

right grades? Well, I am a firm believer, as the Pr~~sident just; sa.id, 

that this is not about genetics, it's all about environment. And we 

still live in a country where we don't value difference. We still live 

in a country where the open access is not there, 


I jus,: recent:ly fini.shed a meeting with Hydra-- where they were 

telling' me they had over: a hundred CEO jobs ':'D the h;i.gh-tech ~).~ct:or that 

they're trying to fill. well, as we move down into or.q,mizntions and 

get to the middle-level jobs Olnd the entry-.i.o.:;vel jobs, th.l:;l problem just 

m:1sr.rooms. 


So v,hat I hope that will happen because, basically, what the 

President just ~aid is this is sort of like Sunday service -- we 90 to 

c~urch on Sunday, and w~en he Gomes here it's sort of like the Sunday 

morr..ing message and we ,;112. feel good. we all l~ave here very pumped up. 

committed, et cetera, au:; thel: Monday ::lornin9 ~?me$, a:ld by ~he time we 

Set: to Friday \.-/t) fO-l::got e .....ery:;.hi:l9 t[:.s;t he jm;t '.::01<:1 L:S and we':e right 

ba:::it to S:Jndi-:Y, :.eeding so:ne ;:-,ore rer.e'Aal. 


So my hope is tha1: ·..hen he wi:il leave here today, WE! will stop t::h0 

lip service about access and we will open the doors and E!~race - 

because the people are out there. Covad Cor.~unication -- this is not a 

cc:nroe!"cial --is filling job.$. ~-Je are hlling jobs at every leveL We, 

_:'I<.;ed more ::a1ent. 


And:: guess at ttl'! Gnd ::£ the day lot surprises :r,e somowhat, bat 

CC;:ti:'l9 ::::c;t\ a :?r.J.ly of ::..3 &nd be5..r.g poor a2.l my lifo, I n8ver tho'Jght 

I'd ge:: tc the d<J.Y where I would not consider myself a :-ole r.,ode::". But 

I am ex'Cremely encOl)r~ged t!iat folks like Rebecca sod Magic 'Jot;::)son are 

going co go on the public service airways and show kids that it's cool 

to be high-tech. Because when they see folks who they admire, they see 

people t~at they've looked up to -- if they can see them embracing 

technology, you will get a kid who's in tht2 3rd and ,~th grade saying, 
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you kno\v what, maybe 1 should go to c!<:Iss, maybe I s;-,ou:d s~t:dy t;,e 

::"at!1, maybe 1 shoal::! become plugged in. Because 1 believe :.: they can 

see the right: kind of !"ole r:lodels, kids will want to stay in the 

discipline and: do bel.:.eve t!1e jobs are there. 


So let's hope ~hat we can~c~ disappoint the President and the next 

time he comes here there's not :O,ODO JObS i~ the paper, but there's 

only a few jobs in the paper. iApplause.) 


THE PRESIDENT: Good deal. 

Q Mr. President, we have a question from a child in the 

audience, 


THE PRESIDENT: All rlght_ There's somebody in the audience? 

Okay. 


Q Good morning, M:r. Pres idem, :;: am ni:le years ole. Hy 

gues1:ion is, what do you 'use your compClter for ant. I>l:iil: do you t,se the 

I:lterne'.::. fer. (Laughter.) 


THE PRESlOE~.j'r: Let f".e tell you What, you knoifJ what I did? l'tt 

Chr':'stmasti:n(!; : <.c-::\.:[)~ly crder'x: Christr..as presents with the compute:,. 

I confess, I der, , t uS8 it_ ::lLch for a-mail, but that's for very personal 

reasons. t"h€,n I want ;:0 talk ;::0 my :iaugh:er, for eXample, I <J">t on the 

phone and call her. If yeu work fer t:H, government, you don't use 

e-m::il very much l\(lless ycu wan:: it nll ~r: the al1'iwSpt.per. (Lau~!!)tGr. 1 


So r mo;3tly Lsa -- <Jnd the other thlng :: do .:..:'5 I cry co L.r:d new 

s:.tes. When I her;c about something new, I try to get onto it, F::r 

exam:o:e, whef'" I IG!arned that now up to 30,000 people were makirg a 

Ilving off e-Bay -- I'm always reluctant to give one company a free 

commercial here -- ",r.d cr.at a lc:: of t.hem had cnce been on welfare, I 

wanted to look i:lt i-:: aTiC figt.:.re ot:.t how were these people making a 

living. 


So, for me, I'm almost like you, I'm still t'::-Ylr.g to lear:"l about 

all this and I'm so interested in what its possibilities are. But the 

only thing I get personal benefit out of is shopping, because it's hard 

for me to move around very much. ,Laughter.) 


Let me say. I also wanted to thank -- I forgot to say something - 

I wanted to thank the Costano Elementary Choi::.'. They sang before I got 

here. So let's give them a big hand, Thank you very much. lApplause.) 


Q Our event is also·being broadcas~ live over the Inte~net 


eooc-tesy of ,,01. Internet questions are be~ng Subttutted by young people 

frc:n 17 locaU.ons across the country, 


The question is frorr. Jefferson Element"u:y schooL we have 

Christine. Hhat ca~ we as students do -:0 help attract high-tech 

industries into our i':ire<.? 


THE PRE~;lDEt~T; YO'-l shouid rmswe::: :r.at. 

MS. FIOFlINA: W(!)ll, high-tech industries gc where there Dre a 

c8'.:ple :·;In(itlt:enttt15. '"['hey go where t.hGre is a pool ot- s:.o.lled i"bo;:. 

They go wheru t:"l(i! ~duc;!t~on system wiLl. continue to ~eve.i.op tr.,n:. pocl cf 

skilied lflbor. 'l'i:ey ~iO wl:e::e t!i", tax systems encourage t:heir 

p3rticip';-d.ioll Ln::l th13Y go '...here tra:.sportation systems can enablQ their 

growth. 11.nd if ~!:o5e enablers .!ire t!i(!H:e, nigh-tl-;ch industries in I,lc(\rch 

of talent will come. Bu-: it star-::s w~-::t: edt.:catio:1 ar:d talem:ed pool of 

labor. 


RE.VEREND JACKSON: Mr, Prendent? 
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THE PRESIDENT: Go ahead, Jesse. Let me just answer that question 

real quick, though, because this is important. People ask me this all 

the tilMl, . 


The t:::m:h ;'5, c\rerything C'lrly said is ;"igr,t. Therefcre, iC you 

real.:'y o.-:ant r.igh-tech jobs ::.r. y::;t;r area and yau don't have ther., you 

need to exar:'<ine your school sys:.:ern ane th3r ge: sor.eO:1e who c:lderstands 

all these factors that. she just mentioned, to come into your: community 

ard help you develop a specific plan for all the changes you need to 

make to get it dO:1e. This is not sorr.ething that: can be done in a 

speech. I used to do this for a living when I was a Cjovernor, 


This is tlbout having a specific plan -- what are you going to do, 

wh<lt's the ll5t of people YOl:'r(? going to CQ,ltact, who's going to do the 

work. $0 if the stud(ln"':s who asked r:'.e this question are really 

interested in it:, YOl1r cOIIlImnity r.eeds a ?lan :lnd then somebody needs to 

be charged w~t~ ca"rying it out and then someoody else needs to be 

checking on them to make sure they're doinq it, It is like every other 

endeavor, you've got: to have a ~lan and then you've got to execute it. 


REVEREND ,TACKSON: I tllso think, Mr. President. It lS also fair to 

say that, wrule motivation is Lmportant and ?Itt; tude is lmportimt, Bob 

kept hamlliering i,t aCCGSs. Th~re are still many pockets in the country 

liKe Appalacnia and L: ke East Palo Alto, really, here, an island ir: the 

ocean of h.:gh-:::ech. funda::'!entally d~sccnnected, "ie opened O:.lr office 

here two months ago and did ~o~ have enough lines -~ wasn't big enough 

to get enough telephone lines in this isla~d for the schools here, for 

the seniors who need tr.e e-medicine here. 


So we have these pockets "ihere we have under-served markets and 

\tnutilizecl talent and untapped capital. And just mw.ybe what your cour 

.is doin9, not:. only is it bcinljing light;. to East: Pnlo Alto, but around 

the cOl,lntr.y as we visit we see vir.tu';!lly ellery city fully wired jails 

and un"Jir.ed Bchools, Now, the move hes bf; €n mad~ to address that now, 

but we ni!eo some comblnatio:1 of structural universal access as well as 

motiv<"l.tion and access to capital for ent.repreneurship, {Applause.) 


THE PRESIDENT: 1 agree wit~ that, 

Any other questions in the fiudience there? Go ahead. 

Q t-Jy name is Maria. I am nine yearn old, My question is, i,.hat 

will technology b'o! in the future? (Applause, l 


'raE PRESIDENT: Nell, I cer~ai:lly can't answer that. Who wants to 

answer that? Bob, you l'ia.nt to answer that question? 


Mr<, KNQ'i'lLING: The teChr.ology of: the fl1tllre, I quess 'if I reaLy 

did have a crystal ball a:1d I gave y2L'. the right: t.flswer I might be able 

to reti.re 1:0mon:ow, bGctn;se I w,i.ll i)cl a genius. rive years ago, could 

any of guess t:hat we would be so ecc~ntric, then: lLtcrrally th~ lnt:ernec: 

is changing our lives, the way that we work, the way that we play, et 

cetera, 


But 1 bolieve the technology of the future 'is that t:ttings that we 

ti:lke lOd?!y, in terr.1S of our manual If.echanization of things! I think 

:nO:l~y will b!3cc:ne passe. ::: t!1ink we all will be going- around with smart 

ca:-cis an:;;: S;,;\il::t C!i~PS, T!18 l!1tet':let access that we t::::adit:'or:<:':ly sit 

down at a har.dwJ..re~ device todny to recch 0:11: ::0 a-ffic.L~ and to other 

peopl1~ around Lhe globe, it wili become a very mobkl.;; technology, wl:er"t 

-- literally, through handheld devices. And, as you'V'f: seen the 

migration or cellular technology, where devices went from bulky things 

to very sleek things. I'm always marveled when 1 get on an airplane 

and I see people wlth things that look as small as a credit card. It· s 
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going to b(~co[l".€ very, ve;:y mob~le in te~:;-,$ of :.:he aeces;:; and r bel~eve 

tha,: the other thin;;; that will r-.appen is tr-..:.t yO"J will see a 
globalization in terms of the ability to trtmsact Elnd comrr.unic.or;e 
through these devices will be sor.t of the future. 

At tbe end of the day, though, the Internet and this whole 
revolution that we art.! seein9 in front of us, 200 years from now when 
they write the history booKs, these will become the new HarvaL"a business 
case studies. This will make the londustrial revolution pale in 
eomparisor.. 

MS . .rIORINA~ r guess the only thing I would add is we hope people 
about your age help us figure that ou~, what tBch:!loJogy wil: be like 20 
years from now. 

But I thLnk to Boo's point. fundamentally I believe -- and everyone 
in the high-tech ~ndustry bell.eves -- we are moving to ii point where 
technology will become so pervasive, it will become both intimate and 
nonintrusive. Today, teChnology is intrusive, it's not everywhere. 
Technology will move to the point where it is friendly and intimate and 
personalized. where everything is connected and everything is 
intelligent, And it will work for you instead of yo'u having to work for 
it. 

THE PRESID£NT: : also think what yoc will see is bat -- two 
things -- ~ think all communications. informa~ion and entertainmen: 
sys:::el11s wi:l rr.erge. So people wil~ be car::y~.ng arolJnd thin9s -.:hat are 
telephones, are faxes, are televisions, yo.u !:now, caL.ing up rnovies and 
everyth.:.ng else in one little ::hing tr.ey can carry a::'ot;nd with the:n. I 
think you will have t.hat. 

And the ·:;ltber thing I think will happen is there will be n radical 
alteration in the relationship of energy to work, ."hich will enable' us 
to dramCltically improve the protection of the 9lobal environment and 
generate cl wh·:>le dl.fferent kind of job.<J than we've ever had before. I 
tnink those are the two thin9~ that wl11 ha'ppen over the next 20 years, 

Tiler" was 0:1;;; other -- I promised the lady over here -- that yo;;og 
,..Jott'.ar., yes, I prof"'l.sed het:. 

Q -- I'tn """ttl ..:r.e 3ir1B Club. Ane our.qJ.;;stior: is, a::0 you 
g-oing to n(~lp :)\:r comn.a:ity's youth ::0 ,("Gc8iv2 .i.'I':ernship -=-.r. 'the S~li:;::c.;') 

\'.';lley, "lnce Wf,; also live heri;!': illppiause.) 

MS. flORIN?: 1 think that question was G.lrecteci ;;;t coroparu.cs. I 
hope SQ, But Hewl(ltL-r~acknrd hns been providing internships to .. people 
in Bast 2Dl0 }\Lto nnd comrrunities, frankly, allover the world for many 
decades. And r know other companies do so, as well. Bl.lt internship for 
us is a way of gettinq access to talent; it's a way of us getting to 
know a po;:ential r:.ttl,;re full-time em;;loyee. So au:: interr.ship program 
has been very s,lccessrul for us ever decades, and \,.-e believe has been a 
great experience for the inter:ls who have sha.::ed scr::e timf)' w.:th us. 

MS. FI0RI!'JA: Most of them start 8t the end of their high school 
ye.a:::s .s:fKi in their college years. I don't think we have inter:1s much 
younger than 15 or 16. 

THE PRESIDENT: Let me just say this. Maybe one of the things that: 
the Mayor COllld do is to sort of scout the interest in the high schools 
of the community and then talk to some of the eoropanies about it. I'll 
bet you could arrange for some intern or intern-like programs for kids 
in .their high school years so at least they could be exposed to these 
companies and see what it is they need to do. And we could come out 
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with sC::l8thi:,g good noro. (Appltalse, ) 

Q Mr, President, we have t!m~ for one last question from 

on-line. ?h:ls is frc::. Leadership Educat:iot! Athletics in Connecticut, 

from May.J ;'la t t s : How do yO'J plan ,:0 :H:lp chi ldran from poor 

neighborhood~i get access to tho Im:er:'let:? 


THE PRESTDENT: Well: right new, what we are t:::ying to de is to 

make sure .J11 the schools are wh~ed, J1..n.C whcr...... e started, only abOLlt 3 

percent of our schools were, 1993. Now, "Ie'r:e -1-:::: to 9:: ,Cercene of the 

schools i::1 the country have at least One Internet connection, .lnc':'udinq 

90 percent of the schools in low income areas. Surprisingly enol,.lgt:, 

sor..e of OLlr 8cr,ools, believe it Cr' not, can't be wi:.-ed because they ar.e 

so {:i.Lap~dat:ed, which .lS v-rhy I've been trying to get tt school 

cons::clcticr. initiative passed through congress. (A;::plause.) 


This nay be hard Eo:: you to believe out here, but there are schools 

in Ne'tl 'io..:'k City thot: aJ::e still heated by coal-fired furn.;lces. In 

Philadelphia, tr.e nverage school bu:lding is E5 years old. And there 

are literally some of our poorest schools in our poor neighbo:r;hoods that 

we are physicaily unable to wire. But apart from them, by the end of 

this ye<tr, we should he at 10:; per:::er.t of t:'e schools. 


Then whet r think we need to do is to look 2t sOn'.e of t:'e things 

that have been done. for example, by Lucent and others i~ Union City. 

New Jersey, where they are trying to' put more computers anc In:;ernet 

ccnr,e:;:::ions lr.to :::le homes of f.lrst generation. i:r~"":",ig:-ant8 so that -;::hey 

can -- ttJe pare.nt:s caL e-mail the pr-,--nc~pals and the teachcr,s ar:d ~earn 


ane act~a~ly havir.g -- my goal is -- it can't be done while I'~ still 

President, bllt: I'm going to keep work.ing on it -- my goal is to :laVe the 

penetration cf compu-;::e::s a:)d Internet access in this country to equal 

the p<wetrat,~Q:-' 0" t818;::hone usage, That's what our goal augn\: to be. 

We ought \:0 not :;r1.:J.t u:lt:.l we get there, (Applause). 


Q Mr. President, we act"Jally have time for one last question 

from the aUdience, 


Q Hello. 

'!'HE ?RESIDENT; No, let this lady go and the.. :'11 -:ake yours, No, 

th~$ :ady !:irst ,md then you: Okay, go ahe<ld. 


Q Hi, M;::" President:. l'ly parents both voted for you. 

(Laughter. ) 


'THE ?R2SI.8E'K'l': Thank yo~ very much. 

Q My flilme is Weslina Ford (phonetic) and I used to work for 

Plugged In Enterprises, A:<d my question is, what kind of programs and 

educ<Jtion. would yOll enc:~!)r;:;qe to [;e1;:: prow;)::':: rr.::>rB access to science nnd 

engineering to me ilS d:1 Africl'1:1 .1"_"":leri::<:tr. fe,:lale? 


THE PRESIDENT: Well, 1 mentiO:1ed one of them if! my announcement, 

but 1 think that beyond what we have :alked about here, 1 thi:1K 

gener&ll"'l ~;h(H'e needs to be n greater empha,sis among your:g female 

stl.lc.ent.s <.:nd ,,):fIong lnl.norl.ty st.udents on science, engineering, 

mathema:tics education. And we actually have some initiatives to inves::: 

in tha':;, to do more octreach. do more recruitment, get more people 

in\"01\120 ir: these programs; to enCOtlrage more peopJ.e to go on \:0 college 

to maJor i.n these p~·ograr,s in ~he 21st Century Science and 7echnology 

initi~tive that the Congress has. And I think it's about a $3 billion 

initiative. 1 think it has ve~y broad bipartisan support and! expect 

it to pass, , 


But I th.Lnk we need to cor.tim:.e to j".ls::' WO!'K on recruitment, and 
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ther. make 3uei~ th2t the kJds that a::::e interested In. it: take the co;;rses 

in high scjool ~hey need :::0 take to get intc the col::"ege majors. But I 

hope -- that's one of the things that 1 was :::alkir.g about. You know, we 

don't have enough women or minorities in a lot of these technology 

fields, 8'Jt there are a lot of other fields related to. science and 

engineerLr:g wh.e.re we Loed IT_ore. 


1 ""as talking to a yeung woman yeste:::dt>y, whc is a clas331ate of my 

daughter's at Stanford, about chat, in the engineering area. And I 

think a lot of it, too, is makinq pe.ople believe they can do it" You 

know, i~ ~hat sense, there is a pnr~llel to the -- a few years ago, we 

had <) lot of talented wOmen basko!lt:btll::' pJilye::s, ::m<;: thG'{ didn't im';H)ine 

that :::hey could have a pro leagu", t;"3t cot;.ld work, but: it dees nOlo{. And 

so Rebecca has got a whole d.J.fferent life than she would have had if she 

had been an all-AlI",erican college basketball player 20 years ago.. She 

\·;ovldn't have had ;:he life she new has. And that's -- someo.ne imagined 

it Dnd then they went :lround p,;tting it ,:ogcther. 


And! think it's even easier i.f we can just g€!': more ::alent into 

the science and technology dnd engineering fields. And r think the main 

thing is recruitment and then ~aking ~ure the young women and other 

people who bnve been left out actually do the prepart.tory work they need. 

to get into the majors. -'- think the companies wi.il rccru:.t: thor;, comLlg 

mlt of col leg';: if they ge-::: there in the firnt place. 


Now, I promi~ed this lady she Gould ask her question. 

Q I rise to a point cf privi~ege, I'm a septuagc:1aria;l and I've 

bean r:ere for 40 years, :'be t:"ling that I ".,as gc:..ng tc say I'm no:: gOlng 

to day. I'm just:: goir.g to welcome you here on ::::ehalf of the corrur,unity 

of east Palo Alto, welcome Reverend Jackson back again, and Mr, Conyers 

and the rest of the disti:1quished people. (Applause.) 


Q we huve ::-ece.:,vcd hu:odreds of e-I'll.ails :'com students aceoss the 

country. hnd O:1CC tr,e ?rellident gets back I understa:)d he "Jill ~),) 


responding to them. 


7Hi':: PRESIDENT: Yes, we want to respond to all ::he e-ma:'ls, 

0. Gr83t, I'IOr.decfuL 

THE PRESIDENT: A..'1ything else? Let me say to all of you -- I'd 

like <;0 a$~ you to give n big hand ';;0 Senator Bennett and all the 

t:",embers of the House of Represer.t"tives ::hat a.re ~ere, I than/( them fer 

coming. 


One 0: the t;,ings 1 've noticed after seven years of being i?resid,ent 

is that the President <Jets to give the speeches, but;; if the Congress 

doesn't Dppcopriate the coney, it's jest a speech. So I thir.k their 

inte.rest io being here is very encour~gi.n9, indeed. 1 want to th":Dl': all 

the ch~ef eX';ClJtive officers of all ::hese comp.mles ,..:ho a.::e here :::ecausa 

lfH1Ch of the ,,,ork that \1ill ~e done and rr:.uch of the commitrr,ent that has 

been mace today comes from them, So give them a hand as .....e1L 

:Applause, ) 

And l'ilt: me I;rge YOIl nqain not to S'et discourilged, to work en this, 

and to renerrober tha:: as b.:;,g as the challenges seem, t;,he:-e are o::her 

people for whom the chal~enges are greater. T w~ll just give you or.e 

example. When we get to the Shiprock Reservation today, we will be at a 

pillee where on~y 20 percent cf the residents r.ave te:epho:lcs. NOw, you 

car'!: be on tne Internet i= you don't 8ven have a line. The last ItJcidD 

reserva-:ion I visited, the une::-,ploYI1Hsr:!: rdte was 73 p(.;rcent. 


The one t~ing you have here is physical proximity and you oug~t to 

make the mOst of it. I'm out there trying to figure out how to help 
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c'Cher people overcome physical distance fro:n Appalachia ::0 the small 
tO~·;;-H3 of the Mi ssissipp;i., Delta to these Nat -1ve AmEH'lean reserv.. ,::ions. 
Ifo;;'ve go:: the prox':';nity, 'I'he'se people showed up here 'Coday fcr you. 
And now, to some: ext:e;)t, the corttlnt1nity, ,the schools, you've got to make 
the most of ,:ois. They want to be here to help you and you can do it. 
Thank yO\1 very much and God bless you. 

iApplause. ) 

END 9:55 A,M. PDT 
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THE WH2:TE HOUSS 

O::i~e of t~e ?ress Secreta~y 

For I:M'.eciiate Helcase Se~tember 20, 2COD 

PRESS BRIEFING BY 

CONFERENCE CALL WITH 


S?£CIAL A.3S::STF~NT TO THE PRESrOS~':' FOR ECCt-iClMIC per.ICY 

TOM KA!,:L, 

AKD :1I>.TIOKAL E.CC:~O;-1lC ?OLley ACV::SCR :;:;::~lE SPERLING' 

2:30 P,M. EDT 

~-1R. KALIL: As :%v know, on Thursday, Presid",nt C.J.inton vlill 
be traveli.r.g ::0 ?lin::, r..;~ct:igiJ.n, a pc1:-t of h:..s ongoinc; initi;nive to 
b~idge the digital d.: vi.de a;)d crea::e d:.gita.l. 0pr.:,:;rtun.~ty fo;:" ,111 
Alr.erlcar..>. lie startec: th_s tOLL' and ki;:;k;':d :..t of':: in Zas: Pa:o A::to, 
Ca.afcrr.in, 

In Flint, tbe President dill be visiting the A$Sistive 
Technology Access Center, which ~s at an organization cal.J.ed the 
Disability Network, which is a nonprofit that helps empower people '.1ith 
disatdli::ies. And this center w-lll be offering access to cuttir:.;;-edge 
technology fer peop':'e ;.,·.:.tn ciisab.llttie::: and other lEembel's of the 
comn:ur:ity. 

Tc give y;:1\':' some sense for tr.e innds 0:: :::ec~nologies r:t"at help 
empower people ....Iith disabil;Lties, j.t .lncludes things like screen l'eaders 
for people who ure blind: voice :cecognition for people that hove a 
difficult tirrLe using a keyboard due to physical disabilities; websites 
that follow the guidelines of the vJorldwide vJeb conSOl.'tiums, web 
accBssibllity initiative; audio and v~deo capt.'..oning, Vl.Cit;,-o des ior..; 
ar.d com:;uters t!:at CB::l be operated by eye :uoveme:1ts ::or people with 
spinal cord 0:::: :"0'..1 8ehr~£' s disease, that ::ype of <:;r:i:1q. 

So the F!"esicent wi]l see demonstr2t';"O;tS Qf a nurber of 
different kinds of techno.logies, And then the Presidenc'will be giving 
a speech at Mott Community College in Hhieh he Hill announce concrete 
actions by both the administration companies, universities 2nd 
nonprofits, to help enSllre that people with.disBbilit:ies are full 
participt.nts.i.c tr:.e benef.:.-ts of informa-::io:1 technology, 

T:-,e soals ::r-.at we haw:: ~C:e:1t'::'fied a:::ter \1crki:1g witr: the 
disabi.l.ity ccmm'..ln~ty a:1'd'the private sector are ensuring .;::hat existing 
info.::-matior. and 8omrnuni:::ations pl:;~:;::l:Ct5 i:1::1d se.::-v-"..ces are acces'''Lble ';:0 
and usabl(; by peopl~ wi th disabilities. 

The second 9l;)al is to approve the state of the art of the 
system technology. ?he r.hirci is to ensure that our existing efforts to 
bridge t!-i8 digit('ll d:"vlcle, siJch as OJr initlative to create a nat:.ional 
n0t'tJOrk of c:::nmur.ity tec:hr:ol::>£'y ::er:ters 2:-8 ac:::essible to people wi'.::h 
d.:.-sa::i.lit.:..es. 

The fourth goal is to luok 3;; informa:.ion t€1Chnology as a way 
of increasing el1iployment opportuluties foe people w... th di$ab~li::.ies. 
And finelly, our last is to increase 2ccess to techr;ol~gy for 
people with disab~l-ltles that cannot currently afford this. 

Q 'rom, tio the feceral co:!::rete actior;s ir\VQ~ve money, or 
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MH. KALTl,: Yes, that's right. We're not <;oiog to t.:,lk about 
the specil1c deli \larables, but the federa; governmer.t -- I also wanted 
to go OV'.H: some of tt:e reasons why the P:::'8sident is speaking O:l r:his 
iss:.18, t? give you SOme background on sort: of where we are ccr""er;tly, 
Right now, about 24 percent of people with ctisabiliLies have access to a 
computer at home, and that's compared to around 52 percent of: those 
witnOl)t du,abllities. Only 31 percent of the Americans with severe 
disabilJties who a::e of I-IO:'Ck.:.r::g age be:':~'Jeen 21 ar.d 64 Dre working, and 
that's compared to nbout 8 ::::t:.t of 1J 0: people with:>ut disabilities. 

And the interesting thing is t~a:: people with disabilities 
believe that having access to the Internet is very important. And 48 
percent of people with disabilities who have access kO the Internet 
be.!.:.eve that i:: has significantly improved their quality of life 
compare::: 27 percent of the adu2.::s without: disabilities. And tha:: wns 
from <l Hn;:ds poll \;!!nt ca:ne ont in J'J,Je of :2000 

Q You said a pe!."ce-ntage of ::hose wich severe disabilities 
between the age of 21 and 64 working was 34 percent? 

MR. KALIL: Thirty-one percent, and that's from :;he Census 

Q Ha.ve any other centers like these opened beside tj2 one 

In Flint? 


MR. KALIL: Yes, yes. There's an orgeni'Zation -- I want to 

step back nnti make a point, thOUg!'L C'Jr goZl: is to ensure" that all 

information and commt1tdcations technolog_es ::u:e accessible for people 

,.at;' distlbEJ ties, so one of the things tr:et we are <j::>i:1g -::0 !:.>8 wacking 

or. is to ensure tha~ the web is accessible for people with disabi2ities. 

So it's not like there 1.:111 be a separate Worldwide Web for people with 

disabilities and another o~e for everyone else. The goal is to ensure 

that all mainstr.eam in£o.tmat':'on in cC:7_'lltmic&tlcns technologies ace 

accessiblu for people ~,;ith d~sa::~lities 


Q This is John Williams with Business Week. Hew do you 

plan to achieve that goal, and what r..ajo:: businesses in the information 

tech field ar:e ,\}oi09 to take the lead? 


MR. KALIL: S~ay tuned for tomorrow, 

Q ::Gat:ghter. ) 

Q Is there any Garryover between the technology at these 

centers and the teChnology that's going to be available at the 

one-stops, for ~nstance? 


MR, KAI,IL: Yes. One of the things i::hbt'$ very inUH'Elsting 

about the O;),~-stop in Flint is that :;.,t has made really a special, effort 

to ensure tha~ i: is accessible for people with disabilities, 


Q Will the President be visiting that center as well? 

MR. KALIL: He wil.i.. not be v,:,siting that ::e.r:ter as well, 

He'll bo ot the! A:>sist.l.ve Tech:)c2..ogy /;cce$$ Cen::er, at the Dis",bility 

Network, and then he will be giving" speech at Mot:: COr:'~uni::y College. 


Q Who would be putting together this national network? 

MR. K]\LIL: I"m sorry, W:ll:;h national network are yo~ 


referring to? 


Q well. you mer.tioned the natio~al - 
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MR, KALIL: Yes, in our budset proposal -

Q for fiscal 20D::? 

MR. KALIL: For 2001 we have proposed $100 1ll1.11ion for 
community lechnology centers. And that's building on previous 
invEstments that we've made in the last two fiscal years, We started 
out the program at $10 million, and then last year. we ...·ere able to get 
$32.S million, And thiS year \~e're requesting $100 million. 

Q And where are :y'ou .ln that pt'oces.s? 

MR. KALIL: t'l'ell, ~t's gett2-pg n(Wr the end of the fiscel 
y~ar. It's in the Department of Edut;atiol1 budget, it's in Labor/HHS. 

Q And how will this center differ from any of the t:ech 
centers that ar(! out there now? 

Q Or the rehab ce~ters that are ou~ there now? 

MR. KALiL: 'khat's differen:: "r;o'-lt th""s ::er.!:er, .clS o;>poseci to 
!)ther conmun",ty technology centers, is that they have n:nde e S;)eC18.L 
effort to ensure that assistive technology is present, and it's 
co-located with a disability network organization. 

Q How are they funded? 

MR, KAL:L: T:'ey h2VE: received a grant frOIT. the Departmer.t of 
Sducatior., the CO:':'Jli'J!)~ty ':'e-c!1Dology Cen':er, And ::hey've also received 
SO[•. ,," local '::"unding, as well. 

Q Could you talk a 1i ttle more specifically about sc;ne of 
the technologies that the President will see tomorrow? For example, you 
mentioned SC1"(~en readers. Is be going to .see those, and what ar:e they? 

MR. KALIL; There are number of dLfferer:t technologies t.hat 
t:'18 President. w.il':" be seen. Geee has ju!:t joi::)eci us. He wil':" be seei:'!\) 
'?,n Eye-::;",ze ~:yf;t*m. :'tis is OJ H13.:.1y :::0miJ:::t:ilble piece of te::hr:o;'o(;y 
that a':"10w$ t:omecr;e w.tth :"0'J Ge~:::ig's a,:,soilse ot: a splna:' cord injury 
that is not: able 1:0 spes!:: and use a speech recognition systerr: to operate 
a computer morely by looKlng at different parts of the screen. So they 
can send a-mail, they can use a computer, they can turn household 
appliances on and off just by looking at different parts of th~ screen, 

Q At:d wbot is ::hat system called? Is that t!1e Genie 
system, or. do yOL "'('.ow? 

t--1R. KALr:.; Eye-Gaze. 

Q Eye-Gaze. I~'s been around for about five years. 

Q Oh, that's the br<lnd name. 

Q Is cr.&t avai.l~ble :;-).c~:? 

Q 1t 's ::::ee:1 aro:md for ::ive years. 

Q Can yeu describe anyt~ing else that he's going to look 
at? Anything that is new? 

MR, KALIL; Yes. ·He will also be seeing electronic book 
technology. Ane what's reaLly interesting about this is that 'this is 
the :::ainstre'am electronic book tec:'noJogy thnt companies are starling to 
.:.r.trod'Jce, OLt .:.t is a2..so gOi;19 to hnv8 the benefit of beiw; fully 
accessible ~» peop:,';;' w~:::, dl.s.;;:b;"liUes? 
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Q How so? 

MR. ?\ALIL: Eeca'.lse you wiE be able to display the 

information both ~- and alse braille. 


Q So who's system is tha~? 

MR, KALIL: It's using the daisy technical system. 

Q Natio~al Cash Register has done some publishing with 

digital talking books. 


Q 1 have a question, On the five goals. I noticed one of 

the goals that is mentioned is universal cesign and technology from the 

beginning. Is the President going to make any efforts to oake this 

mandatory, that when software or hardware is created that it's 

accessible to people with disabilities? 


MR. KALI!...: Absolutely. The first goal is to ensure ;:hat 

existinq info!'matior. and ccmrnunicetiont;; technology are accessible and 

usable by people with disabilities. And the President has already taken 

a number of steps if: this area -

Q I'm ta1<ing ubom:: new~y deve]opi.r.g technology. As 

they're developing Lechnology, ::laking it -- starting from day one 

universaL des~qn so that it's access",,-ble ::0 every::::ody i.f: the development 

phase. 1';n not talking about existing tech:1ology; I'rr. :::o3lk.:.r:g abem: in 

the deve] opm{l',nt phf.se, 


MR. !<::A:'IL: A;;;solute.Ly. And thet's been a priorJty of the 

ac.'llinistn,tic·r:. T:'a;:' s why tho President i$ is very strong supporter o£ 

the provi:;iontl of 'f0:ecc::I Ac:: of 1996 -- thBt's l#hy we fought hard to 

enS\lr(l) tlrlt the goverr.mont uses :'::5 - 

Q So you'r8 saying :.~ is mand3~ory? YOG're goin~ to make 

this -

MR. XALIL: I'm saying that th8 -- provision, both in ::ce '96 

Telecom Act that -- regu.:.re telecommunications com;::;ar.ies to design tr.eir 

-- Ipho;w ] ine gers dropped.) 


MIL SPERL:::MG: This is Sene Sperling and 'Tom Kalil here. 

Q When you talked <>.bo'..lt th;~ 24 percent of those with 
disabilities who have access to home computers, do you itnow how big a 
g:::oup that 24 percent -- how many millions of people we're talking 
about? 

MR. KALIL: The overall number of people with disabilities is 

54 million according to the CenS\)$. 


Q And when you talk about the $100 million being sought for 

these community technology centers, are those technology centers 

designed exclusively or solely for the disabled, or :'5 that -

MR, KALIL: No, no. 

Q These are across the beard? 

Kight. 

Q W~ll the add~ess a~ Mot: Ccllege following the visit to 

the Di.sability Networking Flaet, ~5 that gO-1og ;:0 :':e on the same subject 

matter, then" 
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MR. KALIL: Yes, that's righ~. :he ~resident, in his address 
at the community college will ann01.lnce the spec:"fic steps that the 
government, the private sector, unive~sities and nonprofits are taking 
to he!p meet these five goals. 

Q Will he be offering any types of tax incentives to the 
businesses tc make their - 

MR. KALIL: I'm no~ going to talk about the specific 
announcements that he's going to ~dke, The President will make those 
announcements. 

Q Can yeu tell us how you identified the people who wi:l 
derr,otstrate the specific technologies, dnd if you c:m release their 
narr.es? 

MR. KJl.LI::": We'1"" be able ::0 have that ~r',.cormatior, for you 
tomorrow. 

Q Not until tomorrow? 

Q Can you talk a ~lttle bit about the res:: of the itinerary 
with the meeting w:..th ::be :-1ichigan Democrat Ptlrty and also with the 
attorneys, aleng "'""-t:'1 Detroit }layor Dennis Archer? 

MR. KALIL: No, I'm sorry, I'm r:ot in t;; posic.ion to do that. 

Q TOm Or Gene, you mentl0nec one Of the goals was maklng IT 
for the -- 11' would increase employment opportunities. How does that 
translate for the civil service? 

MR, KALIL: The President has set a specific goal during the 
10th anniversary of the AE:;A, to lr.creaS8 cJ.vil service employment for 
people with disabilities. 

Q Okay, so that won't really be further adcressed. 

MR. KALE.: Tr.at' s right. The President addressed tho:: during
the 10th a~Hliver.'lliry. 

C Torn, cou2.d 1'::1..; a::tt.:al S;::8tlk, on thG role that 
corporntlons t:re :"::B.1ng aske::i to play .1n i::,_plementing th1.S technology 1n 
the woekpl,llce? 

MR. KALIL; We think they have a critlCdl ~ole to play, ~oth 
in tet'::lS cf the IT companies in designing new products so that they're 
acces$~ble for people with disabllJ.ties, and as employers purchasing 
this technology a~d using it as a way of increasing employment for 
people with disabilities. r ::hini( you're starting to see more 
corporations interested :::'r. that, part.icularly as the labor market gets 
.tighter and tighter. 

Q Is the President addressing ~he need foe ~raining people 
in the use of these assistive technologies? 

,MR. KALIL: Yes, part of what happens at these community 
technolo9Y centers is i::'5 not just that the technology's available. bu';:; 
that people are t:,-ere to he':p :;}f!\ople -- explain how to use the 
technology, And the particular center tha:: we're visiting actually is 
developing a certification pr09ram s() t:'Iat: people car. get certifled in 
the use or these technologies, 

Q would you mind glving me the: name of I:hilt c~r.te:: O:Hz more 

time? J' m S::f.Ty. 
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r·:R. KAL:::...: SC~'e, it's the Asslstivc Technology Access C.mter, 

and it's at an o~gar.izaticn ca~led '.::he D':'sability NI~t;work, It received 

funding from the Depa:::--.:ment of Ed;.]ca-cion' s C<)mm\Hli I~y Technology Conte'!: 

Program. 


Q Do you ':nQ'.'i r:m'i old ., ~ is? 

MI<.. KALE.. : ?r-:is is sort of -- -'- don't know how old the 

Disability Network is, but ':[:is. will sort of' be the 9l:and opening of the 

center. 


Q Tom or Gene, h<ls OPM be~:) er.cO~lrDsed at all to try and 

recruIt people that receive 'Crflini;)g ';t;rougt: these co:)tors for the 

federal service? 


MR. KALIL: opr" has b~en very involved in so!;';: of ou." overall 
efforts to increase employment for people Wit:) disabilities, bClt r <io:) , t 
have an 3ns...er to your specific questior., 

Q ~vhat role will Section 508 play in increasi:19 ;:OChr.o~ogy 


access? 


ME, KALIL: We think that the federal government is ,;, :.arqe 

pu:::-cr:aser of ir::ormat:.on technology, So we think that by reqt:i::ing t:)a:: 

the federa: gClJe::n;nc:1::: purchase technology tr:at is designed from t:t<: 

beg':'r::1ing to je accessible ::0:: people with disabilities, this wE1 

clearly i:1::.rease the ir:centive of the private sector to develop ;:iore 

resources to this ~rea. 


Q Is ::tis particularly community 'C8chnology center \:musual 

among the :::r.8S t!:1a: have -- because of this technology you're talking 

about? 


MR. KAL::L: I th::.r:k tr:at tr:ey -- because it is located at the" 

Disability Networi{, I :::hink there are a cou?~e of things t:hat make it 

unique. Number one, ,;.t.'s staffed by pecple with disabilities. Number 

two, it has a cert~ficaticn prograe >::0 train more people to U:'le 

assistive technologies. ~umber three, cb-viously, 'C:'ey've made a real 

effort to begin purchasi~g technologies :ike screen readers thnt will 

make it accessible for people wlth cijsab~lities, But it's a resource 

for the entire community, not just people with disabi:~tias, So it's 

integr.;!ted. 


Q Is this topic the main reason for tr.e trip to Michigan? 

MR. KALIL; Yes. 

MR. SPERLING; Yes, The history of t})is was thai: when we were 

taking 01.:.:: third New i>1arkets trip, which is our focus 'Co try to . 

e;,cot:.rage <;iore mob~lization inl1estment on bringing people aed 

cOF..::1L::li;:ies ....'ho weren"t fully benefitt.tng from the economy On board, we 

did it on ;;he digil:al divide. A.nd then we made a decision during 'Chat 

process whet:,er or :lot we vle:ce going to try to deal with the issue of 

dig~tal tBch:lOlogy and Americans with disabilities, And we decided 

during ~~at process that we would rather do a separate day O~ this where 

we could foc'.Js on t:'1at. And so we chose to focus more on 'the poverty 

aspects in that trip, but we actually announced on that trip that we 

would do a separate day on this, 


But, clea:cly, we are looking at this as a way of mobilizing 

both the ?rivate sector and the federal government to look at every 

opportunity, to look at how tecn:101ogy, visual technology can help close 

the digital divide. And that. means looking at, from the beginning 

processes, hew research l.a done at compar:ies to the researCh in the 
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federal government to whether we have the resources to make sure that 
those technologies are accessible to people regardless of income. 

If you think about the shock and surprise at the high 

unemployment rates in Native American communities in the face of a 

strong econolT,y, people should feel that same -- they should be equally 

disturbed by the unacceptably high unemployment rates among Americans 

with disabilities. So we feel that this is not only the focusing on 

closing the digital divide for Americans with disability 'not only 

equitable and morally the right thing to do, but it really is an 

economic imperative when one considers the lack of potential being 

utilized. 


I also think that, from the government level, people are going 

to have to do considerable soul searching as this technology is 

developed -- if we do not have means of making it accessible to lower 

income Ameri~ans with disabilities. Whatever arguments may exist, 

whatever incentive arguments people worry about, about devoting 

significant resources in other walks of life, nobody is going to contest 

that by having generous funding for assistive technology that it's 

somehow going to give people a negative incentive or an incentive to 

become disabled -- that's absurd. 


And on the other hand, I think that as you get this 

technology, I think it's going to be a strain on the nation's conscience 

to say a disabled person from an upper middle class home can afford 

something like 8ye-Gaze, which has remarkable capabilities, but somebody 

from a lower-income family simply is told "tough luck" twice. 


Q Do you anticipate addressing the tenet that a person 

that acquiring assistive technology would have to be necessarily tied to 

the will·ingness to work? There are, for instance, older adults with 

disabilities who are not going to go back to work who could still use 

the Eye-Gaze system or any number of other assistive technologies. 


MR. SPERLING: Well, think one of the reasons that it's so 

important for the President to raise this issue is that there has not 

been a full, or really a partial national debate on that type of issue 

and the criteria. And certainly people are not even familiar with the 

full degree of the technologies, but certainly the need for people to 

have access to technologies that can help them be educated in the first 

place, and then have productive living in the second place -- one of the 

things that will be raised tomorrow is we will be raising some inquiries 

about the degree that key federal programs that have not looked in this 

area, should. And that could go beyond just the work situation clearly 

to whether some of these technologies are essential for rehabilitation 

and independent living. 


But I think these are -- because they're resource questions, 

they're inherently difficult questions. But I think there will be an 

increasing imperative. 


Q Is that F.:ye-Gaze, is that a brand naIn(~? 

MR. KALIL: Yes. I actually had a chance to do the 

demonstration of thLlt, actually in the -- the technology was LlctuLllly 

set up at the Vice President's residence during the (~ommemorat:ion of the 

ADA Act, so I can just tell you ,IS kind of a novice, you're completeiy 

still. You look at the screen, a dot woves around. It tracks your 

eyes. 


From there they had the set up to a printer, lights, 

everything, so that you could look to lights. All you had to do was be 

able to move your eyeball to the box th<lt snid liqhts, and then it wO':lld 

give a chance to turn it on or off, and if you looked at on, the light 
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would turn on, and then -- I tried to type with it. It's just a little 
hard because if you're not used to it, if you'::e trying to type you::: 
name, you hit letters you don't mean to hit_ Bu:: it I-laS just -- but for 
one who'd never expecienced it heforG, ,it '.4as :::e:na:::k,lble, 

Q Don Joseph f:com AbJe TV. Once certlL:c<.;t~o;) is ac:r.i"vcd 
" at .one of th",se centers, is t:here a plbf: 

MR. SPERLING: This is Gene. J apologize. I was :ate because 
I was with the President following the meeting wit~ the Italian Prime 
Minister. I have to now pop off. I'll leave To:n Kalil wit:'l you, but 
thanks for getting on the call. 

Q Thank yeu. 

Q Earlie:: you mentioned the Presider;t's concern for web 

accessio1.1i ~';/. Has he, or: does he plan'to release standards fo:: web 

accessi:::Hli :::l'? 


MR. KALIL: We would anticipate working with the w3C web 

accessioility initiative, 


\} As a voluntary standard? 

t<:R. KALI:"': Rlg~t. All rightr thank you all very much. 

Q Thank yoe_ 

END 2:55 P.M. EDT 
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RE~~RKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
p,T DIGITAL DIVIDE KICK-OFF 

Tr-.e East Room 

3:04 P,M, EDT 

"us PR2sr8ENT: Thank you very much. Firs: of <lU, J;Jli.a:1, I tr.ank 

yo!.:. fer yot:!:;:: i!1troducticn, for your remarks and, mosely, for the pm;er 

of your e:-:ample, ! find very often when we do these events in the \>i'hite 

Ho~se, by the ti~e ! get ~p to talk, everything that needs to be said 

has already been saie, Ar.d.i. certainl-y th-ank you, 


]: want to thank you, Senator Barbara r.l;;l;:\.llski, for being the first 

member of Congress to talk· to me about the digital divide, And once I 

reiilized you were interested in i,=, r stopped worrying about whether we 

would address it -- \laughter} -- beC3use flO one will ever say "no" t:o 

the Seni't<::'s spark pluq of energy. r Wilnt to thnnk Secreta.ry Berman for 

her 13upport. Ar,d, Secretary Glickman, th?nk you for being here. Harris 

WofEord, the leader of our national service movement; and Gene Sperling, 

my National Econow,ic Advisor, who has pushed this whole cigital divide 

issue so passionately. 


I want to thank the members of Congress who are here, Over to my 

left, Senator John Breaux, my neighbor, from the Mississippi Delta, 

where we are very interested in the potential of the computer and the 

Internet. And we just had a large delegation of House mercbers that have 

cOllle in -- they've been voting and I'm glad they're here, I' hope I have 

all their names, but I'd like to introduce them: Representative Maxine 

Waters, Representative Bart Stupak, Representative Ellen Tauscher, 

Representative Lucille Roybal-Allard, Representative Silvestre Reyes, 

Representative John Larson, Representative Bddie Bernice Johnson, 

Representative Zoe Lofgren, Representative Ruben Hinojosa. Thank you 

all for being here. (Applause.) Did I .get: everybody? Thank you. And 

Elijah Cummings, from Maryland -- he's on the front row, 


I'd also like to thank Governor Angus King, from Maine, for being 

here. He is working to create an endowment fund in Maine to provide 

?Ortable ~ompvters and Internet access to aJl 7th graders, so they can 

actuQlly be taken home. 


There are many other distinguisoed AmeriCans here who have worked 

cn chis. 80b Johnso~, the head of BE7, thank you for being here, And! 

want {;O <!lcknowledge the presence of Eormer Governor of West Virginia, 

Gaston Caperton, now the ~ead of t~e College Board. West Virginia, 

under his le<!ldership, was- the fi.rst s:=ate to provide computer access to 

all elementary SChODl studen~s. So we're glad to have you he~~, sir, 

And:::: thank you all for being here, 


I want tc talk abollt what we're doing now as we set the stage for 

~he administratlon'S third New Markets teur. which wil: begin in the 

week of April the 16th. Bur. before I begin. I would like to acknowledge 

,-wo very irr.po:::tant develo?::'.ents yesterday in Ame .."ica' S ongoin9 !:ight to 

protect nor childrer; from ::he dangers of guns falling into t:he hands of 

criminals and children -- or;e :)f them in Senator M]kulski's home state 
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of Maryland. 

Last niQ'!!t I called Governor Glendenning and Lieutenant Governor 

Kathleen Kennedy Townsend to congratulate them and the Maryland 

Legislature for passing legisla:;ton requiring built-in child safe:.y 

lOcks on new handguns, ballistics testing for new gu:'ts, and safety 

traini:'tg for gun purchaser:s. And yesterday, t''jilssach'Jsetts began 

enf-::::rcing tOl19her consumer product safety rules, oar.ning jur.k guns and 

roquiring triqger locks. Next we(!k, I'm going out to ::'::olcradc ::0 

support a c ... tize:1 bal:ot initintive there that: would :::lose the g:.m show 

loophole. 


These ar$ all great efforts. and 1 think it's worth pointing out 

that they are bipartisan efforts in these states. (Applause.) 

Colorado, for example, Republican reqkstration has gone up in the last 

six or seven years, and this ballot initiative today is overwhelmingly 

in the lead on the ballot:. So this should not be a partisan issue in 

Washington, D.C. if :'t is not a partisan issue in the rest of the 

country. 


And ngain, I say, I chal1e:,ge the c:o;;gress ;:Q ser;o me the 

common-sense \jun snfety legislat.ion by Ap::;i:;' 2:)tr., the ilnciv*rsary of 

the Col'J~t)i:l.e t::::aqedy. Vie howe to close the gun show lcophc:;'e and 

~eq'Jire :::l<i1d safety 10::::ks and ban the import<'l.tio;1; of 1arge-sct.le 

amlfl'Jnlticl' cl:.ps tha,: make our assault weapons ban a mockery, Ie: 

requires natio:1al legis:ation, as well. So congra.tulations to Mary:'a"d 

and Massachusetts, and r thank the people in Colorado, but we still have 

to do our job here. 


Now, I cannot imagine a better place for us to kick off our next 

chapter in ~he New Markets effort than here in the East Room -- for it 

was in tr,is very room nearly two centuries ago ~hat l'hou:as Jefferson ana 

his perso:)81 ,lj.de, Meriwether !..ewis, laid maps on th... !;! floor to ch~r:: 


the Lewls & C'cark ex;:ec;it:.or.. 


Today, wr. arc,; here ag<lin :::0 chart ,'1 l.C\.; expecii tior:, to open new 

fror.ti<;rs ()~ possibilities for AmerJ.ca -- the dig~tf1~ !'ront:ier~L Our 

mission is to open that frontier to all Jl.meric<t:ls, ::egardless of income, 

education, ge,~graphy} disability or race. This is a fortur.ate tic.i"! for 

the Unitod Sta~es. ~'ie :)ave the strongest economy 1;'J ot,;.r history; the 

lowest African Americar. and Hispanic unemployment rates on record; the 

lowest female unemployment rate in 40 years. 


Bt,;.t we all know ~here are people and places that have been left 

behind, Over the last year I ha~e traveled to many of these places, I 

hiJve been to Appalach5.a and the Mississippi Delta, to che .lnner cities 

cf Newar;';' c:.na \'i'a~ts, to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation lh South 

Dakota. 


Every pl,~ce I h,wtl: 00ne 1 have see:> how we could do more to bring 

the benefits .,f free entc:::9risa and empo;.;ermGn;:, wi.~h private sector and 

comr..unity crg",nization cooperatio;) -- :01' new b1.;.sinesses, new jobs, new 

training and education that will make a real dJ.fference in people's 

lives. 


I want yOU to u::1derstand that while most people talk: about. the 

digital divide -- and it is real anci it could get worse -- 1 believe 

that the computer and the Internet give us 2; chance to move more people 

cut of poverty more quickly than at any ::ime :'1": a:l of hu!!".an history. 

That's what = believe, (Applause.) BJ~ it won't r.0ppen by accident. 

;>;e'1l hove to ....ork to m,lko it happen. 


Oll ttu,$ ~pcomif~g l'e\'\1 (":<ll:ket:s tour, we will focus spec::.fical:y cn 

how 1.:0 pool resources ::0 help :;;omrn:.m;.ties get access to and take beg::: 

advantage of the tools of 1:n.;: :n:or;:-,aticn Age. We will visit your 
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hOffiG)tCvlf'l of EZlst Pol" Al::o, a comrm.mity whHre 20 perc€n::: of the 
residents still, ':'ive bel;::.w the poverty line, to show that ~\'-en 4n t.he 

heart of Sili(;o~ veLl.ey ;:r.e::8 is :::111 a substan!::i21 digital divide - 

but; that thio9b are, being done ';':00Ut I::. 


t'ie will visit Shiprock, NmJ Me.xicQ, a s;nal: to-;.;n i:1 c:he F:(WiljO 

:>iac:ion, t::: demO,lstril:::e the unique challe1l98s faced ::::y s:e::g!;,E-pr.iC~iily 


re:not:e l:vil..;m reservi;lticns. I will spOok at the i"t:;.uent.l.;!l 20111oe;.: 


Conference in C:'1icag:=>, ...here I' 11 talk to representatives of every major 

computer 2nd 1:1te1::1o'.:. ccz.pa:1Y i:1 .l'-'_llerica, and ask them to join oor 

cause, 

A;1d then the following week I wil~ go ::0 :krt:h Caro1.ina, where we 
v.'il~ disCJSS the importance of coocect rural Arner~ca to the same 
f'"igh-speed brClad-~:ar:d networks now prol~ ra::ing in :~.et.:::poli ':an areas. 

0:1 all ,tbsse St08S, I Hill make the case that new tech:1clQQies :::a:l 

be i;l:C incredil:)~e too.!.- 0: e::-_po.....e.r:m>::lt: in schools, homes,. busine.,;ses, 

community centers ar.d every other ;:ar-::: of osr civic life, arguing th.a~ 


if we \~ork toqether to close the dig.:,-;:al divide, t>'Oc!t:)ology C0n be the 

9'rea~est equalizing force our society or 0Ly -:::::her r.es ever known, 


ImaginE: if CO:7'.puters and Inter.net C'?OneCL1.0(1S ';/e:::e as CO\l',;;:or. in 

every cc:nmur.ity 2S telep~)cnes ar.e todaYi if all teilC!H~rS had the 5i<ills 

to open studen::s' eyes and mi;-lds to the possibilities of n",~,. 


technolo~lies; ~f 0.ve:::y sma:l ol)si:".less lD every rural tOl'm could jo,::"I, 

worldwide marKets once reserved ~o;. ::[:.0. most povlerful corporations 

just imugine what kmet:J..c<c CQ',J,ld be. 


Set ::Ie say -- first of all J nee Congr€SS!n,3fl Jefterscn a;){i 

Cor.g:::",sSFJ'ln Rcsh 5:\.0 Congresswoman Shella Jeckso!"l Lee. There ;;:ay be 

oc:ht'1r represer:tatives, but as they come in, I'll try to ;;;cAr:ow:ectge 

them. There's a ten of u:t;er'est it. this. 


Let me give you an exa.;~,ple. You ).:t.ow, 1 just got back from India, 

a country of :)00 lIlill.ion people Wl.t:, ape:: capi.ta incore.e of $450, We 

,think we hbV!i! challenges. Bllt I saw what yo'.! :::;ould do there to close 

tr.e tal cU.vide, to use technology 1[1 an aff:'rma'::ive 140,y. 


weet ~o a littl.e villJlgB in RaJosthan ca~_l.ed Nay::'a - 

low- income !r:dian v~llagE. And in the public bUilding, :::he v:i 's 

public bllilo.:.ng, thsre ~s a compll~e;: J,-Jit!1 software where the pcogra;;;s 

are in bach English a:,Q Bind.:.., and can be ndapted to other locul 

languages, as the cose :Jay be. Ar.d the fil'st tr..ing I Sf!.'v! was a li'Iother 

wbc had just \jiven birth t.o a child co:ne in. l..nd they have all the 

pJolic l:1formbticn from the federal anCi sta<.:e govern:nen':; 0:1 tt:is 

cc:;.p·Jter, 


So she 9(~es -- s.he brings ,l;; the Health Department's page Of. 

newborn babi",[\, ;'.~ld :;:;--,er6' s $0 reuch vi.sual -- there' $ such a good 

visuel componci.t to thi::; :'Joftware ::tat you could be nlmost illiterate 

end stll1 worl: it. Ar.d she identifies ::he ;x,structions that any new 

mether might VI.on'lt to hav~" and then sh,,: p:Jsheo2 a £e;.; hutto:1s, and 

there's ~; printer. She prints it out, ar;d sr.e no," hflS in:or:::atlon Just 

as z.s sh(, could (jet if her baby were bar:: at th(o Geo:cgeto\J:l :1edical. 

Certe:- bere, (\;)d 8:)e ',,"2:::e gcir:g home. 


Then 1 J',et with thiz ~~Jo:-:,en's Dairy Cooperative -- keep in mind, i:-l 

this little v:'113~e i:-: :'rdia, "'!tere e\Jeey tra::1saction, every time they 


. 	b::ought milk in, it WflS all entered co the compute:::, what the fat 

ccm::ent was, whst the volume was, w:\at the price ""as. And avery time 

tbB milk was sold, it was ente::ed, so that ':hey got a :::eqGlar 

CC;;,p'.lterized record cf not only what they had put in, ;::1.1': Nhat they got 

OU;:, 
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Ther: I ';J~H1t to 3yderabad, which is sort of a l',igh-tech center of 

I:1d:'...a. B".Jt io) tha:: whole state, you can r.ow get :"8 public services on 

~be compL:ter, or: the ::r:ternet, No~::>dy gDes to' a Revenue Office to b".Jy 

their l,;.cense ar.yrr.ore: you can get a driver's licer:s8 on the Internet. 

Now, Gove::nor, if yO".J do that, you can !:;e governor for life. 7hey'll 

repeal the term limits, repeal everything. (Laughter.) 


My point is that you can see the potential of this for ev~n the 

poorest people in the world is truly explosive. That's why we want 

these 1,000 computer centers out there, because we don't want to wait 

even ~or all the schools to do this right. We want adults in rural 

areas, in isolated areas, in poor areas, to be able to com,,:! in and 

access the sam€! sort of services, and use them, and. get t!1€1 same sort of 

information and access. 


The potential of this is truly staggering. \'ie :1eed no~ see the 

digital divide BS a threat. It i.s the greatest opportunity t!1e United 

States of Al'n€1.'ica has ever had to lift people out of poverty ant: 

l.gnorance. (l,pplcuse, ) 


But 1 will say again, if you look at the whole histocy of economic 

development, \,henever there's a change in the paradigm, there''! a divide 

that opens, cecf,u:'!e some people are well-positioned to taKe aOV<.\l1t:age ot' 

the :lew *CO:1C:1Y. rt happened when we l::oved frore being 0.n ag=ic"ltc;::al 

:1a::iOfl to iln i.nousc;:ial Dation, Some people a.o:e well positicned :;:0 take 

adva::;tilge of ;.1;, n;!d otners are::l'~, s~ cew civic.ea ;,lways opep. \>:he" the 

dC::li:'J3nt way D~: ::,lIkin~; if liv~r.g in a:'J'{ sacie;:y :=ha:1ges, 


But c:r.is err,pm--.jermcni.: tool gives us a :=hance Got only to close the 

divide qLJiCk;.y, but to actually lift poor people in a way tha:.: has never 

before been possible. 


I just got; back from Northern California, and I learned that now -

I met with ,';lome people from a lot of different computer companies, but 

the people from a-Bay told me that there' are now 30,000 people-plus. 

making a livi;~9 just trading on "i"!-Bay, r..ot work.ir:g fo!;" the company, and 

that many of ther:t used to be on welfare. So it's irr.pon.ant that we see' 

this not only for the preble::! it presents, but for the .;:>henomenal 

opportunity that it presents. 


Important; that we see it not only as a way to close a gap so people 

don't fall further behind, but a way to give people a tool that will 

enable them to leap further ahead. But again. I say, it'won't happen by 

accident. It requires government, business, educators, librarians, 

civil rights, religious leaders, labor union leaders -- thank you. Mr. 

Barr, for b~in9 here today -- community-b?sed organizations, 

foundations, volunteers, Everybody has got to work together, 


Toeay, I want to issue a national call for action on digital 

opportunity, \;0 help us c.chieve two vita2-1y i:npon:ant goals, First, ';:;0 


bring 21st cen:;t;ry learning tcols to every schooL That t::ea:iS we l':ave 

to finish t!',e :0;: of CO~;H~Gting every c:assrcom to the I"ter!1e::, 

e:1suring that ,fill st,w:e:lts r.t.V(l access to m'..l:ti-rr,edia computers, 

creating more !'.igh qutllity educational so:;t;ware, l'.elping all teachers 

lear:1 how ::0 :~,ake t:~,e bes;: 'Jse of :hese tools, J\l'.d this is very 

important. 


Again, 1 want to thank the members of Congres.<;l here who have 

supported our Bffor.t5 in the a ftermath of the Tele:cormnunicatiotls Act of 

1996, t<) (;~Ga1:e !;htE E-.t.a1..:e, which has made it: pos.1ib.le for the schools, 

no ma-::-::e" how peor: they are, -::0 have access to the Inte:::net. 

~l~ppli:H;se.l 

:'I:e s0cor.d goa: is ':0 ~x:ptl.:1d eff:::rts far :::eyo:!c our schools, to 

give every c;..t;izea ::r:ternet aCcess at home. by bringl:1g ~echnolcgy 
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centers and high-speed networks to every single community; by helping 
aoulta to gain the skills to compete for I,T, jobs; and insp~ring more 
people to apprec.:.ate the great value of getting on line. 

':'oday 1s the op<:mlnq of ::1115 r:al:ional call -:0 action. Moce :;:'ar. 

40C organ.:..zat.l.ons n:.ceedy :1iJ:ve slqr,ed ;:r,e p~edge, .;>nn th;.s is Just Lr:c 

beginning. For the rest of tr.e year we will try to insp:1re hC::ldreds, 

indeed, thousands, more to sign up. We will work with Congress, across 

party lines, ::0 build support for budget tind legislative initiatives to 

meet thes!] g0<11s. And YOll heard Sen<J.tor l<1ik1.Jlsk.i, oU1:1ine sCIne of them, 

We have to be willing 'at the national level to do our. part. 'fhis is a 

wQrthy, federal investment, 


During the New Markets tour, we'll have an opportunity to ?l1nounce 

many co::nmi';:rnents ::ied to ~his cal:L to actioo_ Today, I'd jus:: like ::0 

review four of them -- 21:1 of t:) €;;":". vivid il:ust:::ations of the kin::! of 

visiomlt:y pactnership and barn-raising spi:::io;: that: we are working to 

::ost:er, 


First, to t:epri0ve something Senator t':lkulski !r;;:ntioned, Americ~rps 


will make an enormous contribution to closing the digital dlvide by 

marshalling the power of active citizen volunteers. Thanks to the 

leadership of Senator Mikulski and Harris Wofford, AmeriCorps is 

commi'!:ting SlO ;;tillio:1 to reccu:U. 7;)0 new ::.embers to servo ,:,n a 

brand-new E-Corps, The t-Corps will be a large bat~alion of volunteers, 

trained and devoted exch;.si vel)! to projects like provid~ng cechnical 

support to school systen5 and teaching cortpl,;ter literacy to adults and 

children, 


The Corpo:::ation for National Service will also unleash the power 0: 

st.udents helping students. by providing funds to allow 90,000 high school 

students to get involved in digital divide projects as part of their 

ecJtlcationa.L curriculum, 


Most young people I know can run circles around me and most people 

r:ly age when it comes to computers and the Ir:ternet. AmeriCorps is going 

to tap their capacir::y so t!iat. they can help others in their COnI.T.c;ni-::ies 

to C':"050 ::!'ie digita.:.. divid·::. 


Second, to help get AmeriCorps' E-Corps off to a running seart, 
Yahoo will donate $1 million in :::nternet advertising to attract 
potential S-Corps members wich tligh-tech 5<i11s. ,!,J;i::d, in pt;::tr,e:::ship 

with the YWCA, 3Com is launChing an innovative initiative called 

"NetPrep GYRLS" -- g-y-r-l-s, currently less than 30 percent -- listen 

to this -- less than 30 percent of Ollr computer scientists and 

pr~grarrJll8t$ t.re y,,·omen. :-1etP:::ep GYRLS will help to t";'ght this imbalance 

offerio9 free cort:putet- "etWQ;:')( tr3.l;;ing 9.;,<:1 ce:ctifir:;ation to pundreds of 

high school girls across our country. 


Fourth, ~he American Library Assoc~ati~n haS pledged to grea,;:ly 

expand t!)'il Info.c~\fition l~te:::acy frog.:::an.s of Ltg m0mborn in at least 258 

cmmnunities. So this is just: the beginning, tmt I want to thaak '(he 

people who were involved lor these four initiatives. There will be many 

more, but I thank you very much. (Applpuse.) 


l' ve he"lrd Harris Wofford -- who wo+ked wi Lh Murtin Luthel' King, 

and who was in Selma with me the other day, and was in Selma 35 years 

ago when the first march took place -- say that mak~ng sure all youn~ 

A.'":'.ericans s:"ltlre ",r. the cPPo:::';;L"lity and prOTIUi;H",l of.' A,.""erica is t:"e 

tm:lnis>.e:1 buslne.s!1 0:: the 2~'lil rign".;s mcvemen'.:, 


It is appropriate that we are meeting here on this subject 32 years 

to the day after Martin Luther King was assassinated 1n Memphis. He was 

there working to lift the economic fortunes of chsadv,mtaged people, ,c 
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think if he w2re Nith 1:$ ::oday, he wou.ld therefore say closi~g ~he 
digit&l divid" is a t"_ghtSOllS caiJse. 

In his l~tst SU:1day seemon, he ended '... ith a prayer that said, "God 
grant us all i;t chance t(l be ;::art in -:::he .nEt·mess and magnificent 
development 01' Americ:)''' That's ".;hat th~s is all about. We need more 
people Juli.;tD. w~ Deed [('.ore people liks you, not oaly clapping foe 
people like J1.lli.;tn, but \H"Jping thE:~ to live -:::he,:'r dreams. 

~">ie do thelt when "Jf~ help young ; whee ;.;e ;,e.:p 58r:io::$ in ru.ral 
AIr.eriea get mf.'OiC<J.l advice over the lnternet; ,her. we crea::e tools that 
al~O~'J ?eop2-e ."lit:' o.I.:,wbiLitios to open ne,,_ d00CS 0:" p::>ssib:lity, We 
give our neighbot"s A chance to parti in this 8s::o:',isr.ing lw€ric:1n 
renaissa:-.ce, we ht;ve done somethlng that t..ould ~ave. rr,ode Dr. K_r:g proud. 
And t:,e r.e;.: tecj~oloqy of r;he digital age gives us a ::r.ance tc do .:-t fo::: 
mo:::e people, r:.)re Q').1,::kly, «lOCO profoundly, than at any time ie'. h~I:-:<,;l:l 
history. :;;'$ 'J;; ::0 us to seize that opportunity. 

Th:mk you very rtuc~. (Applause, ) 

E~D 3:25 P.M. SC~ 
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YES. WE SlJPPORT THE CALL TO ACTION AND ARE COMMITTED 
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Phone: 202-456-2930 

Fax: 202-456-6218 


http:who.eop.gov


• 


,.' . 

ACt;:ess iO infonTIation technology and the Intemel and the ability 10 lISC this technology errecti\'ely arc 
b(."Coming increasingly important to full participation in America's economic, political and sociallifc. While 
computer and Jntcmct acceSS has exploded in recent years, America faces II "digital divide"- a gap bctv.'ccn 
those who have access 10 Information Age tools and the skills to usc them and thl)Se who don't. 

America has an important choice to mttke: we can allow unequal access to deepen exisling divisions ;tlollg 
the lines or rucc, income, education level, geography, and disability -- or wo can lise technology as a 
powerful tool to heir make the Amcr:cflll dream a I'cality for more people. To help create digital opportuni~y 
for morc Americans, we must create strong partnerships hc:wecn govcrmncnl, indus:ry. and the rich mosaic 
of America's civil society -- including educators, labor unions, lihrari:u:s, civil ribhts leaders. L'lith-based 
organizations, Coulldations, volunteers, and commllnily~hascd organiwtions, 

As companies, non-profit organizfltions and individuals, we arc committed to taklng concrete stells to 
meet two critical national goals: (1) Ensuring Access 'ro 21'1 Cen10ry Lcarning Tools For Every Child 
In Every School; and (2) Expanding Uigital Opportuuit}" For [vcry American Family And 
Community, Wt.~ pledge to support these two goals. 

GOAL ONE: 2IS!' CENTURY U:ARNING TOOLS FOIl EV~:RY CHIU! IN EVEllY SCHOOL 
For children to succeed. they need 10 master basic skill:; at an early age, A critical clement of thIS 15 [he need 
for information antllech!1Ologicallilcfncy. To help achievc thcse aims, we musl. focus on a comprehensive 
appro~lch to integrating technology into teachmg and learning ,..,hile rccog1ljz;ing lhal -- as powerful as 
technology is ~~ it is no substitmc for an inspiring teachcr or a toying parent Together, we must: 

I, 	 COlluect every classroom to the Internet 

2. 	 Ensure lhat aU students have modem multi~media computer access, idcally at a ratio of I c~)mpllter 
for every 4~5 students 

3. 	 Ensure thnt tcachers arc technologicaHy literate and ean integratc technology il1~o :hc curric:I1um 

4, 	 Make (waDable high qnaJily educational software and online learning resources 

GOAL TWO: DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY FOR EVERY AMElllCAN FAMILY AND COMMUNITY To 
ensure tbal110 family or community is left behind. we must: 

I, 	 Set the long~teml goal of making home access to the Internet universal 

2, 	 Bring technology to every com:nunity .. urban, rural, alld N.njvc AtllCrican -- through Community 
Technology Centers and high-speed networks 

), 	 Give ndulls the skills they need to usc information h:dmo!~)gy and compcte fo;' johs i;l the IT seeior 

4, 	 Motivate and inspire more people to appreciatc the value of"gclting connl.."Ctcd" 


