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EVENT 
You arc mectLlig with industry leaders, parents, teachers,librarians and Internet lisers in adVtllH':C 

ofa public announcement in room 450, to find ways to help enSllre that the IIHernet is family 
friendly. In the llfterrnnth of the Supreme Court's ruling on the Communication '$ Decency Act, 
you and the President challenged industry to help develop solutions for the Internet that ore as 
powerful as the V~Chip is for television. In this meeting, industry and other [caders wilf layout a 
set ofcommitments which yOli and the President can announce that provide an alternative to the 
Commtmications Decency Act that is beyond legal reproach, A script that includes opening 
talking poinL<; is att.:1.ehcd. 1J.1ti~resident will dron by for the !Jist 15 mimJles of the meeting. 
There is u separate memD for the larger event under SCpilfate tab. 

LOGISTfCS (As of thls writing, subject to change) 

.. . You will begin the mechng with briefopening remarks then lurn to v:trious par(icipants 

as described in the script. 111cy arc: 


~- Andi Ireland ofNctscapc - will include blocking lcc1Ulology in next browser 

-- Jerry Yang of Y11hoo1 ~ will ask new web sites to rate and work w/otlle,s 

~~ Joe Krauss. of Excite . will follow Yahoo's lead 

~~ Robert D.l'vlS of Lycos. - wili join with the other two directory services 

-- CybcrPnt!"ol and SurfWatch - two lntemet filtering ;;onwar~ products who "bundle" 

-- Stephen J3al~am 01 RSAC ' ~ a popular rating service that just got a new gram 

-- Jerry Bennan, will announce a www.nctparents,org 
4 

Center for Democracy and Technology 

-~Sdh Waxman, Acting DejJ A(I - will talk about Justice's enforcement cfforts 

.- Barbara Ford, President - will launch a list of positive web sites 


, Amcnc<~n I.jbrary Assoc. 
~:- N~ltiona\ Center for. Missjng . makes recommendations for .what pur'cllts .must do 

and Exploited Children 
~~ N'.!tional Education' Association - talks abotii bo\\' teachers cun ~sc these tools 

. -- Steve C~SC, CEO of AOI.,.I -. will announcc an industry/parent suriulli~ in the fall 

At (he cnd of the serir;(, you C<}11 (urn t~ the Congrcssionai ~cadcn> pr~sent for their inimt 
rccognl~ing th'.H we wmit to give Ilon-Ic~isiativc solutiol:,ls.a clmncc to work . 

.' 

.' ', .. ", .. '.' 
'. " . , ' 

www.nctparents,org


When the President drops by ill the la:>l 15 1l1irltH':S, ;tOU can slJlIJmarize the commitment:; 
that have been made and continue with the cOHVCrS<1!loll. He Ita,s bccn given a qU\)$tion 
fi)r Steve Ca;;c, CEO of America Online on 1)':1\( $tcps. 

YOI!\( ROLEICQNTI@UTIQN 

There arc 3 topics for the meeting: 

First, what specific actions eml the private sector take to empower parents and 
tcachers with effective, widely available software tools? 

Second, what role do parenl<;. teachers and librarians have to play to ensure lhat 
children arc using this new medium in a positive wny? 

Finally, what arc the next steps that we need to take to make this strategy a 
Sliccess and to build on the progress that we've made today? 

Summary of Major AccompJbhmeliB from this meeting 
As a result of your prior medings where you challenged industry icmJcrs to do their pmt, 
dilige:tt sl.lffwork, and thi:; meeting today, yOli and the President will he able to 
announce the following majm cOlnmitments at the public event after this meeting. 

<. 	 Blocking Technology in Internet Browsers, With a major new 
commitment frOf!) Nctscape to induce blocking technologies tn its next 
mnjor version -of its browser, you will announce that virtually all web 
browsers (90 percent) will contain tec1mology that allows parents to block 
material that is inappropriate for childrcll. Microsoft already incorporates 
blocking technology in its browser. This blocking technology 3110W5 

parents and teachers to set access levels based on a variety of ratings 
provided by the weh page author or by third parties. Unlike the V-chipI 
this technology allows for multiple ratings systems, dcrcnding on what 
parents arc concerned about 

• 	 Intcl'I1c( Ratings COmm0I111hICC. In order to be cffective. blocking 
technology requires tlmt Web sites be ratCd. In'announcing new' 
commitments by several prominent oowlinc Internet directories like Yahoo 

.. and Excite (the "yellow pages" of the [nternel) to provld~ inc~ntives' for' , 
nCw web sites 10 mte, you will help'to ensure that intcmet ratings bccol11c : 

: 	prevalent l"arcnt:-: will he ab1c'to chose between multiple rating systems, 
One rating syslcni. for' insilUlce, ;tl!ows parents to select from several 
levels oC sex, violence, nudity, nnd offensive language, Tbese mtings 
systefl)s are ;:d~eady in place but must hecol\lc more eomrnnnji!acc :." your 



• 


tirmounccm.cnt accompllshc~ thaL 

Summit this f:llI: Tnday's unnOUBccmcllt is only the first step. As pa:-i of 
Ill!.; prngrnm, :-;tcvc Case, CEO of t\lllI;rica Online. will mmmmcc a 
loUmv-up summit in October, for industry and parent groups, . . 

...=.:: 
!~ARTICIl'ANT::i 

Memhers of thc Administration 

Secretary Daley 

FTC Commissioner V <tffiCy 


Seth Waxman, Department of Justice 


Members of Congress 
Sen. Leahy 
Sen. Murray 
Rep. Goodlatle 

Rep. Gordon 

Rep. White 

Rep. Lofgren 

Rep. Markey 

Rep. Eshoo 

Sen,' Wyden --'Pending 

Industry Lcaders, l'.arcnt, 'reachers, Lihrarians and non~profi's 
Andi Ireland, Associate General Counsel ofNctscapc 
Jerry Yang, Chief Yahoo, Yahoo! 
nob Davis, President and CEO, Lycos 
Joe Kraus, founder of Excite 
Steve Case, President and CEO. America Online 
Ernie Alien, National Center fUf Missing and Exploited Children 
Stephen Ba.lkman, RccrcHtional S'oftwarc Advisory Council " 
Jerry Berman, Executive Director, Center for Democracy and Tcc1mology 
Marilyn CfQ,~S, Executive Committee Member, National Education 
Association 
Tom Evslin, Pycsiucnt, ,AT&T WnrldNi?t Services 
Batbara,Ford. President, American Library Association, 

, Jay l~riedlan;;i, Co~'foU:ndcr, Sl,lrfwatch 
LUUTa Jennings, Vicc-!)rcsidcnt, Microsoft Network: 

'Jim Miller, Leader, Technology and Society Domain, 'World Wide Web 
Consortium 
Kathryn. Montgomery, Cctitcr for Merlia Educritinn 
Jolm pn!rick, IBM . 

.' 
" ' ... 



StGYIJ Pcdm::m, Pn.:sidcIH <llld CEO, WehTV 
Lois :-:;"lisbury. Childrcn N\)w 
Nigel Spica, President, Mkro~ysicrns S"Hwun:, Inc, 
Kim Wade, Children's Ddcnsc Fund 
Lois Jean \Vhitc, President. National Paren: Teachers Associ<Hion

•
hke WinchHlm Prcf:idcnt, Disncy On~lin<J 	 ...::::;~, 

ATrACHMJ'OJT~ 

Script 
• 	 Bios 


Q&A 

• 	 Fact Sheet 

" " ." ' 



Scdpt for Illdustr)' Pann! Event 

• 	 Good Illorning" On behalfof [he Prc.')idcnl, I w<lnt to !!lank cv,,;ryom: f~ H comilll~ to the 
White ':lollsc to discuss step:> thaI we can take together \(1 m;)kc the Internet 'J;lll1ilY 
friendly." I expect tbe President will join us latCL !--:::' 

• 	 I'd like !o :;tart by acknowledging Sccrctmy Daley, Seth Waxman from the Department or 
Justice, Christine Varney from the Fcdernl Trade Administration and the IHallY members 
QfCongrcss who havcjoincd us loUay. I want to come buck to the mCmbl.':fS or Congress 
after we have had a chance to hear from industry and parents. 

• 	 I think aU of us in this room realize that the internet is a powerful tool that can open up 
whole new worlds changing the way our children Icam and play. 111at is why we ~\rc 
connecting every classroom to the. Internet by the year 200ft 

• 	 At the same time. I think we aU also agree that parents and tcachc~ need the tools to 

prevent children from accessing sitcs tlmt arc inappropriate. 


• 	 So after The Supreme CQurt's decision on the Communications Decency A.;;t, the 
President a:>kcd me to convene lhis mec(ing to help find :mlutiollS f(lr the llltcmcl that arc 
~s powerful us the Y -Chip is for television while protecting Ollr free speech values. These 
tools Ile-.xi to be widely available, efTective, and casy to usc. I don '{ '."ant 10 underestimate 
how difticuit it.wiH be to achieve this goal.but 1 think WI;'; begin the ciTort <:ml inakc real 
progress hcre today, 

• 	 This is an c1Tort that we each IHust playa role ill. For gm'cmllliTI!, we will make clear 
our commiancnt to enforcing existing anti-stalking, obsccn;ty, and child pomography 
statutes online, 

• 	 Far industr~, if you rcally wan! the 111(ernet to achieve the potcnthll that we all think it 
,can achieve, parents must have confidence in the medium. You have a chaocc (0 show 
that in this new industry can come together to do what is right: I have seen SOJ11e' . 
promising technologies thut block and filter Intemet siks based on various rating systems 
~- many o[thesc arc on the market wday, But to 0:; effective, these tcx:hnologics need to 
he morc widely .:vailnblc. dfective <lnd easy to usc, 111cy m:cd to he included in more 
hrowsers and tbey need to be available to more pmcllts. And [or thit system to work, we 
ll1ui: iilsn find ways to make thesc ratings commonpJ.(lcc by creating' incentives for people 

'to rale their own si(es likc,when people 'register a ncw' site with a <hrCClOl"Y service. 
" 	 .,.. ' 

• " For p--'.lr~n!li, ~<;ince no tcci)~ol~gy ',s 'a ~uhstit~lc for p~rcntal' ~Il~olvcmcnl. 1~aren~5'1~Hlst do'• 

their part loo/fher;.; ~s a pos:tiv.;.: ;;iuc to the [lIt(;rHCt. We mllst hdi) rJur child!"e~\ find iL . 
We alsI) have 10 help parents and teachers learn huw to find .lI1d err.;.:ctivdy u;>!; these nc\\' . 	 . 
tools. 

. ...' 



• 	 I h'Jpc we C:lll cover these topics today. I'd like In stmi hy a~:killg SOI)lC of the industry 
n::prcscnl.liivcs here tod>lY what steps can he taken to help os m::hicvc !hi~ goal. 

Q' , 	 One step that would be helpful would be for the leading browser companies i£l_&~~pport 
standards for fihcring such mi PIes - the Platform for Internet Confclll Sdcct'ioo;: 
Micros.oft bas already done that - I'd like to ask Andi Ireland from Netscll[lc [0 discHss 
what your plans arc? 

A. 	 Nclscape is committoo to adding support for PIes in tbe next version of their 
brows.er. 

Q2, 	 Most Web sites register ~ith olie or more of the directory and sea.rch engine sites like 
Yahoo!. Jerry Yllng, as lhe Chief Yahoo- what C<1.n directory and search engine 
companies do to encourage self-rating by web sites? 

A. 	 Yahoo! will ask people who register new sites with their directory service to self 
rate and wl!! work with the other search engInes to do the sume, 

Q3. 	 We have some other Inlcmet search engines with u:; here today_ ,foc Krauss of Excite 
and Hohert Davis of Lyeos, ,"vhal do you think your companlcs can do? 

A. 	 "York with the other search engines to encourngc :)clf~rating, 

Q4. 	 We have rcp:cscntatives from two ofihe leading Intemct filtering soft\vare products-~ 
eyher-Patrol ;Hid Su)'{\Vatch. How arc you getting your producl'i the Lands of more 
parents? Hnvc you had any luck in gctting internet Service Providers and computer 
companies to "bundle" your software? 

A. 	 Roughly 1\5 percent Qfthc customers of the In!emct Service Providers have access 
to {}ur products. 

Q5, 	 We have one of Ihe PICS based ratings l'ystems represented here today Stephen UaU<am 
(Executive Director of RSt\C) -~ what do yotllhink these commitments you've heard this 
morning will mean? Will ratings sy-:-;tcms like yoar~ be ai)!c to do more too? 

A. 	 RSAC i$ getting a grant Ii'om IBM 

Q6.; .But where ca~' parents go to find abouuhesc resources,' nc,w filtering~and ,blocking' 
tec;hnologies, and rating sy.stems: .I~rry Berman, you have compiled listings of a rot of 
~hese'rciources. is there a ~ny (0 make those easily available 10 p3rents? 

A. 	 '('be CeltiCI' [or l)cmocmcy and Technology has :.:retlll'd a web page that you will 
HllWHlIlCC in room 450 Ih;ll is II one SlOp shop for parents 10 lC~lfJl more. 

,Ww.w,llclparcn;:>.org' 

• i . 

http:Ww.w,llclparcn;:>.org
http:brows.er


Governmellt 

Q!, 	 W,; have hGilrd ~Hlne exciting i,;ulIllllitmcnts flom illllu::t;y [hilt gr..:! w; a hlllg way. 
Ahhollgh parts of CDA was stmck down. cyberspace is no! a lawless Cillity. ~hat i'd like 
to do is hear from the Justice J)epartment about what they arc doing 10 llIakcll~.Intemct 
safe for Children. Seth Waxm:ll1, [Acting Deputy Attomcy General] 

A. 	 We arc vigorouscly enforcing existing laws. 

Parents, tCilchcrs, librarians 

rd like to shift gears now and discuss what parents, teachers. and librurians can do to 
help. Obviously, technology is just n tool - we should not count Oll it to raise our children . 

• 
Q) > 	 Parents need guidance on what material has educational value as well as what materiai 10 

steer clear of. Barbara Ford (President of American Library Association), what can 
librarians do to help? 

A. 	 ALA j:;:launching <I project to give parents access to Ull organlz\!o list of positive 

sites. 

Q2. 	 Ernie Allen, the Nl.1(tol1al Center for Missing and ExplQited Chil(kcJl !ws published a 
report entitled,' "ChHd Safety on the [nfomlation Highway." What kind of . 
reco;llmcndations do you make for parcnts? 

A, 	 Use filtering software or features of on-line services that prevent children frolll 
accessing adult-<>riellwd "chat" areas. Spend time with cllildren while they are 
online. Establish some basic "safety" rules (e.g. dOll'tgivc out identifYing 
infonn2t1on such as tdephonc numbers, addresses), 

. Q3. 	 Obviously, this is an issue that teachers arc having to deal with as we hring tGchnology in 
to tIle classroom. Whut ndvice is NI~A giving to teachers Marilyn Cross? 

A. 	 Teachers have a role too, scil(.'01s need to develop "acceptable usc polldes." 

Nex( stcjl~ 

Based (}Il whatT'vc heard -: (thillk that we <lrd)~ilding some significant ;lIomcntum for, 
"parc!:!Jl cmpowc'IIHcni"'a:1d a rall1lJy~rricndl)' h~tcrneL Ot?violJs\y, vJc still have;:~ lot mo~c 
work' lo'do ~chicvc (hes"c g9a1s: I'd like If) get your thoughts ~n what specific :;'tcps we should 
take nex!.· . .,. 

01 • 	 l'I~I'djJl)gNT'S OlH~wnQN; Slev;; Cdse {CHO o!Amerh:n (Juline) The 
!'re.\'idtJll( witt asl..- We }taw: accotnplislle(( (I lot lief(; 'tlds tIIof"l1iug. . HII{ tlds is 

. " 	 .'" '. 



jusr lhe /ir,,>{ step, I want to main/ail; tire momentum that we 'Vi: ~el1e!'(I{cdfi'olll 
(his mccling andfrom your commitment,,'" Hllwi steps C(llJ we lake after lOr/ay 10 

make progress Oft this important lS.'illC? ,')'tcw: C(l.~e - arr)' thoughts? 

A. AOL is organizing a summit this fall. 
"'~'-' ~ ...-;', 

Q2. Wc're fortunalc to have with us several mCUlhcn; uf Congress. Each of you hc-;:c'has 
taken a leadership role on !hcsc Issues, r know we: can oJ! agree on !he goal of cfC<lting.3 
f.'1Jtlily frienfdiy InterneL I hope you will agree that what we have heard today is a great 
firsl step towards this goal consistunt with ourVirst Amendment values" I'd like,to heal' 
what ),ou think we as govemmcm omeats and opnion leaders can do to support this 
volutary strategy. 

If there is any time remaining. you should open it up forqucstions and comments. 

'," - ... '. . , 
'.. ,'. 

,. '. . .. " 



Biol;r:tJlltic:~ of P.adicipants 

I~rnie Allen is President alld Chief Ex{X;utivc: Officer of the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children (NeMEC). He was ;lIso cOKfoundcr and first Chairman orthe private. 
nonprofit CCIitcr. In partnership with Ihe computer industry, he has built an online Ilctwork 
linking NeMEC with law enforcement orgnni ......ations, and transmitting images :U1d i1'l:UWTnation 
instantly around the US and the world. Emie has developed a parent '$ guide to child safelY on 
the "information superhighway, "and believes (hat parental involvement is extremely importH,nt 
to addressing this is.suc, 

Stephen Balkam is the Executive I)irectorofthc Recreational Software Advisory Council 
(RSAC), an independent, non-profit organization whose mission is to empower the public, 
especially parents, to make info1111cd decisions about electronic media hy means ofan open, 
objectivc content advisory s)'l'tem. Born in Washington, D"C., Me Balkam spent most of his life 
in Great Britain. RSAC has developed a rating services for the Internet InM 1S announcing a 
$100,000 gram to RSAC. 

,Jerry Herman is the Executive Director oflhe Center for Democracy and Technology (CDT) in 
Washington, D"C. The Center marshals legal, technical,. and public policy expertise on behalfof 
civil liberties goals, including: protecting free speech and the free flow of informH:ion on thc on­
line anti interactive mediu and incr¢(\$lng citizen control over sensilivc personal infonnalion held 
by third parties, COT has been instrumental in pulling togetber a coaliliQIl ofcompanies and 
non-pmiit groups to find tcehnotogic..1! solutions that arc consistent with the First Amcnd;ncnt. 
eDT has also developed' a ~itc on rhe Internet calleu NetParents, that provides additional 
information to parents on blocking software. 

Steve Case is the co~roundcr. Chainnan, and ChiefExecutive Officer ofAmerica Online, Inc .• 
lhe global leader in the interactive services indusUy. He has remained true to his original vision 
of forging,a mass consumer market for interactive services with the goal orb~ildit\g an 
interactive medium that will someday be a,<; ubiquitous as radio or TV. OvcC' the p.;tst five years, 
Amcrka Ou!ine, Inc. has grown from 250 employees and S30 million in annualized revenues to 
now more than 6,000 employees and nearly $2 billion in revenues. AOL's service has extensive 
prcntal controls. and AOL is planning to organ17..c a summit later this fall to continue to press 
for it "family friendly" internet 

M~H'ilyn H. Cros$~ Executive Commiltee Member of the National Education Association (NEA) ..:' 
NEA is providitlg guidance to tcachef$ lin that they kno\v how to dcul with this issue in lhe 
clas~n.)om ' . 

Ro.hcI1 i>m'is has held the role of President and CEO of LyGOs, Inc. since its inCCI}tio~ 'iri June 
'1995; Under his leadership Lycos has become one of the most popular internet destiniHion,s in_ 
·the world _K growing from an' initial 200,000 visits a day to more than 6.5 1I1illion per day in.. 

• 	 'April 1997. The comprmy boasts over 20 products that each guide users throligh the clutwr- and 
ch~!():;: of the Inlernet Lycos will encourage people that rcgistenheir sites with Lycos to rate 
!hdr ~ilC", 

, 
, '." 	 ",' ..... ' . 

... 




Tom E"slllt is currently (he I}resident of AT&T WoddNct ::lr:rvice which provides value-added 
Jntcmct access for both fCSidential and business customers. Sincc it <;amc online in mid-March 
of 1996, it has becn the fastest growing service provideL AT&T is onc of the major internet 
Service Providers that is providing Internet fiht:rln£ tcchnology to its customers. 

Harbna.1. Ford is the executive director orthe Virginia Commonwcnlth University Libraries 
and the 1997-98 president of the American Libmry Associmion (ALA), The author of many " 
p~!blications and presentations, Ms. ford has traveled around the world to address such topics ·;]S 

information literacy, Ihe (uture ofacademic libraries, international cuoperation among libraries, 
and virtual lihraries. ALA is developing a "Librarian's Guide to Cyberspace for Parents and 
Children" to provide positive guidance to parents. Note. however, that ALA has just voted to !ill! 
usc fi!t(:rS in libraries. 

Jay Friedland is the co~f{)under ofSurfWatch and helped to create the Internet filtering market 
when SurfWatch shipped the first proouct in May 1995. He was instmmental in demonstrating 
the power of parental choice over government censorship when Sur{Watch testified in the case 
that decided the fate ofthe Communications Decency Act. Sur{Watch now updates the lists of 
sites that arc inappropriate for children every day. 

Andrc:\ Ireland is Associate General Counsel, E.'1Stem Region, at NCL<;cape Communications 
Corporation, where she is responsible for providing legal support for Netscape's business 
activities jn the Eastern hoJf of the United Stales. Nctscape has agreed to add support for 
filtering technology in to the next major release 'or their bro;.vser. 

Lum":., .Jennings is the vice-president rcsponsibk [j)r dcvt:lop;ng nnd fanning "11lt.: Microson 
NeHvork (MSN) division in the intcrac1ive media division at Microsoft. As executive produce:' 
of MSN, she was respunsible for defining the scope nud style ofMSN content and programming. 
Microsoft is alrCfidy providing support for filtering h:cJmology in their brows,cr, the Internet 
Explorer. 

•Ioseph Kraus- Founded Excite. Inc. in 1993 with n group of friends from Stanford University 
all sharing inspiration from the slogan, "unencumbered by rcalily.'( Driven by the vision to 
create a business which would enabJe the average consmncr to nu\'igatc {he Internet, Me Kraus 
helped lead Excite from a small start-up software company based in his garage to one of the 
icadin.& Internet navigation businesses. Excite will cllcoumgc people that register their sites with .:' 
Excite to nile their sitc:s. . 
.Jim Miller is'tiie [)omain Leaqer ~f'I'e~hnology iUld Soci~ty for (he ~or~d Wi5ie W~b 
Coltwrliunt \~hich he joined in 1995. Tn the law i 9?:O'!), he was an assista'nt profc.isor at Braiu'icls 
University. Ik was one 'of the pnnciple dC$igner~ of' the Pies (Platform for lntcmct Content 
Seiection) ,-' \vhich illlow$ web sHes to he r!ltoo llsing multiple' ratings syst.cms. . 

• 
Ku(hryii C. Mont~omerv is lite Co-founder and I'rcsidc!t! of the Cenicr for Media Edl1cation, a . ~ . . , '. 
Washinglon, D.C. based public interest Qrgani'l ..alioll dcdicuied to educating. til(; public and policy, ," . , . 

. . , ' 

" ... .... :., ,. 
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makers :lhuut critical nl:..:dia i$$ut!s, The Center'::; projc~l Action fO! Children in Cyhcrupacc i$" 
research public education imd policy iniliallvc 1;)(:lI.'>cd on the number ofchildrcn in the new 
online rncdia system, Kalhryn i;.; particularty concenv-'ll 3bout children's privllcy 

,Juhn l'!ltrick is thl; vicc·presidcnt of'lntcmet technology at the IBM Corporation where he Icads 
•Ihe company's erflJrt !f) crC~'ltc innovative lcchnologic"" that wIll Web-enable eomputtf.'iises 

worldwide. IBM is giving a grant io the Rccrcatinmt! Software Advisury Council !o promote 
their ratings service. 

Steve Perlman· President and CEO of WebTV. WcbTV has added support for filtering to their 
service; which providC!:\ Internet access using a TV sel. 

Lois Salisbury is the President of Children Now -- a non-partisan. independent voice for 
America's children using innovative research, outrench and -communications strategies to pioneer 
solutions to the pro?tems facing children, particularly those who arc poor or at risk. 

A native of Grcat Britain, Nigel Spicer has buill his career in America a.."> the President of 
Microsysicms Software, Inc. Microsystems makes "CyberPatrol" -- one of the most popular 
"blocking" software. 

Kim Wlldc is the Assistant General Counsel at the Children's Defense Fund. She is responsible 
for developing and advocating tor CDF's Safe Start agenct:t, COF aims to give every child a Safe 
Start in life by preventi:lg community and youth vlok:nce, reforming the juvenile just.icc system, 
reducing the availability of guns to children, and improving children's ,access to a quality media 
environment. 

Loi" .JMIl White is the cum:nt National PTA President representing 6.5 million members of the 
lhrcc~fold organiZl)iion. !'!er two year (enn will foctl}; on membership outreach 10 urban families, 
Prior to this, she was a member ofthc National PTA '$ Education Commission on Individual and 
Organi7..ationaI Development, past president, first ViCC-Pfcsidcnt j second vicc'-president and 
cuHllfnl arts chairwoman of the T<;:nncssec State PTA, and first viccMpresident. third vice­
prcsidt;ni, and parlia'mcntarian jbr the Knoxville Council PTA. This is a new Issue fOf PTA, but 
they have decided that it is important to get out front while the llltcmet is still ill the cariy stages 
of devc\opment They believe that our efforts should include he!pi:)!; parents and teachers find 
cdllcalional material, as \vell as blocking inappropriate sites . 

.J~lIH~ WincbauUl, named p:~sidcnt.orl)isncy OnliJ:~ in August 1995, dcvdopcd lhc strategic and 
'creative plan for l)isn~:t' s ~novc into. the online industry., qisncy Online is on~ of tile cQntcnt 
pr:widcrs that has agreed 10 rate thcil' sites. . , 

Taiwanese native Jerry Y:mg is co-rounder and Chief Yahoo of tl}c Yahoo! Online' guide. I'k 
was rai5cd'in S;)1l J()SC, C;llifornia'and attended Stanford University where he cmncd a B.S. <lnd 

,t 	 M.s. dcctricfl! engineering degree, He is currently (jn a leave of abl>CIICe from Stanford 
University's electrical engineering Ph.D. program. The '{anoo! Online Guide was cn:alcd if) 
Apr~I.1994 an~ was c<!:.. found.cd in ~pril ,?f 1995_ . 

",' .' .. " 
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JiumBy Fdcndly Inlcruct Q&A 

Q. lIa..;: the President reversed his position Htis issue? Isn't h:ld(in~ tl vuluntlll'j' apl)roaeh 
to dCllling with indecent matcri!ll on the Internet a change in position from his decision to . 	 , ,
sign the Communicatiuns Decency Ad? 	 "':::,.: 

• 	 The !'resident's fundament;)l goul remains the same .- which is to protect children from 
getting nccess to inappropriate material. while at the same time protecting American . 
values or freedom ofspeech and freedom ofexpression, 

• 	 Given that the Supreme Court has ruled that portions of the CDA are ~constitutional. the 
President thought it was important to couvene industry executives and child advocacy 
groups to promote technological solutions. We want to ensure that parents and teachers 
have the tools they need to make the Internet safe for children, especially given the 
President's strong belief that the Internet is a powerful resource for learning. 

• 	 Furthermore, the provisions of the Communications Decency Act dealing with Qbscenil.j' 
have not been challenged in the ACLU litigation. '111C Administration remains finnly 
committed to the provi:;;ions -- both in the CDA ill1d elsewhere in the criminal code - that 
probibit the transmission of obscenity and child pornography over the lnterncl and "ria 
oUter media, and that prohibit the usc of Ole Internet to entice children to engage it) sexual 
activilies. 

Q. h the I)residcnt calling for a "v-ehip" for the Internet'? 

a 	 Ho's not talking literally about a computer chip -- but a toolbox of technologies that 
would empower parents and tet\chers to help make the (ntemet sufe for children, 

• 	 lndustry has developed a variety ofstandards and software tcchnologi'cs that would allow 
parc:llS to "block" web sites that the), think arc inappropritltc. The President ha.:; 
challenged industly to to make suro tbat this technology is effective, widely available' am! 
ClU;Y to usc. 

II 	 There are somc differences between the internet tcchnoJogy and the V-chip, For 
example, the lntcrnet technology ctU131l0W parents to chose hetween different rating 
systems d~pcrlding UI) what their ~neL:rns nrc, 

Q. Wuuld the Administration support more Jl!lrrowly taHQrc~ Icgishdion thafmigltt p~s$: 
cOllsti1utioll'tl muster? 

• 	 The Administration wants to sec how well thiS voluntary approach -- coupled with 
cnfhrccll}cnt of existing litw -- W\lTks before suilmiHlng any new legishitiOfl to Congress. 

. . ". 



II 

Q. Consumer Hcpurts ha.\ indicated that this technology is 1101 :Ihv.ty;;; cffccth'e, :lUd the 
Justice Department made ~imil:lr arguments during the .ri;ti. Aten" then: literany,
millions ofWch sites on the Interner! Wbat's tlte Adminisfration's vkwoll thm.·~:: 

• 	 Obviotlsly, no tedlllology is going to he 100 perccnt effective, and there i;; no ~tlbSlilUle 
for parental involvement 

• 	 Parents can sct their browsers or filtering softv.'afC to block Web sites which are not rated. 
This will dramatically lower the odds that kids. will get access to inappropriate sites, 

• 	 Furthermore, therc arc now more than 10 different software comp:mies competing to 
deliver the best solution [or parents and teachers, We think that Will result in more 
effectivc technology ovcr timc. 

Q. With today's lHlUOUllcemcnts by the companies, dQCS the Admiuistnltion rcgitrd this !\s 

a "solvcdH pJ"{)hlem'! 

No, this isjust the first step. The Illternet industry will be meeting with nOll-profit groups 
reprcscnting pnrcnts, teachers and children later this rull 10 discuss <ldditiollt.l1 steps that 
can bc taken to make this technology more effective .and more widely avail<lhle. 

Q. \Vasn't iudustry g.ning to do this anyway'! What's news here'! 

• 	 This is the first time that we'vc had OlC Adminisl.rn!ion, the industry, and groups 
representing parents, teachers and children - with a shared commitment 10 help build a 
"'fhmlly friendly" !n(cmcL This is dearly going to <lccclerate progres~. 

• 	 Indu;:;fry and non.profit organi7..ations have 3lilloum.:cd sp:::cilic C()I!Hllltml.:!lls - such os: 

A commitment by Nctscapc to include filtering in {heir browser; 

:\ commitmeJJt by Internet "yellow pages" companies like Yahoo, Excite and 
Lycos to encourage people 10 rate their sites; 

Suppori by companies such a,s II3M for non-profit organi7 ..atinns that arc 
dcvcloriiiig ~til\g$ s<:rviccs; 

A pledge !lY the Anlcric(ln Lihrary Associl.ition to develop a "Guide to Cybcrsl~acc 
for PUfen{S and Kids". that will help parcnt~ lind po:::ilivc si~es, 

2 

'" " 

http:ldditiollt.l1


Q. One of the partieip:mts In the mcetin~ - fh(~ American Lihnu)' Ass()cation -- docs not 
support the usc of filterin~ software in lihrarics~ since they nrc rchlct:mt it) suhstitute their 
jud~mcllt for that of the pan.'UL \Vh.:tt's the Administration's vicw 00 thls"! ~-~.:. 

• 	 it was not O\lf expectation that we- would be able tu resolve all of the tough Issues in one 
meeting, aod this is one of those issues that we think In.'1Y require additional dialogue .. 

3 
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Family Friendly Internet AnlWtmCenH~nj 


Dale; July 16. !997 
Locution: Rnom 450 
Time: 11:50 pm - 12:20 pm 
From: Don Gip$ 

Jim Kohlcnbcrgcr 
Tom Kalil 

I. I'l;RF'OSE 
After <l meeting with industry leaders, groups representing teachers, parents, Internet 

users and librarians. you~nd Vice President announce a set of initiatives and induslry 
commitments (h~tt will give parents a solution for the Internet that is as powerful for the 
computer as the V -chip is for the television while protecting children in ways that arc consistent 
with our free speech values These initiatives allow you to help'solve (he problem tl)at the 
atahors of the Communications Decene-y Act originally identified, while providing an alternative 
beyond legal rcp:OUC!l" 

II. IlACKCROlJNIl 

[n the wake of the StJpremc Court ruling Oil the Communications 'Decency Act, you and 
the Vice Pr~sid(;nt asked industry leaders and parent groups to help develop neW solutions for the 
Internet. As n T(:sul( 01 this challenge and a meeting earlier in the day with the Vice President 
and induslry aad parcnlicadcrs, you arc announcing today a sel of industry commitments which 

include: 

If 	 Blocking: Technology in Internet Bnn'\ seTS_ With n major new commitn1\'-nt 
from Nels;,,:apc to include blocking technologics in its next mqjor version of its 
hrowser. you will announce that virtually ali web browsers (85 10 95 percent) will 
contain the software equi~alcn1 of the V -chip. Microsoft already incorporates 
hlocking technology in its broWSCL This blocking· technology allows parents and 
teachers to set acccss levels lxlsctl on a variety of ratings provided by tbe web 
page author or by third parties. 

u 	 Internet Ratings Commonphicc. 'Like thty y~chip, this system [(_"quires ratings. 
In'announcing 'new commitments by several p-rominent on-line Internet directories 
like Yahoo! And Excite to provide incentives for new web sites to rate, you will' 
hdp to elisu~ tliat Internet ratings become prevalent We have learned from the 
~clcvis:ion ratings effort that parents care about t~e type or rating system-tiley use,' 
Tbis effort alloW's parents to selcct onc of n number of ratings systems to usc. 
One rating system, for instnnce, allows parents to select from several levels of sex, 
violence, nudity. and o.t;Iensivc language . .These ratings sys1ems are already in 
place but must become inorc commonplace ~~. your.a,npounccm,cnt accomplishes 

-." 
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lha1, 

(IO\'\.TllllH.:nL industry and parcnt!' alt havc ro]cs as \\'\.:: mo\'\.' I~lfwan!. F()[ t;O\'CnmlcnL 

you will makl,': deilf our commitmcnt to cHI~lrcing cxisting antj~$talkiflg, Dhsc~l1ity, pedophile, 
alld pornogwphy .':tatutcs onlilll.~, For industry, you will challenge the privak :';CctOf 10 keep 
improving these 1001:; 10 stay ahe;td of our deven:st kids, whill,': al the same lime l,':nsurillg that 
they nrc easy to usc even by !hos..: pan:nl:> who have problems programming their VCR. For 
parcOJ;!, since flO technology is a suh:;tittllc !{)f parental Involvemcnt, you will challenge parents 
10 do thdr p.lri (00. 

The Internet is a powcrHll new tool Ihm can open up whole new worlds lor our children 
to learn and play, That is why we arc connecting every classroom to the Internet by the YC.1f 
2000. But in connecting our children to this vast new resource, we must also ensure that they can 
be safe. Taken together, these efTorts gives parents and teachers solutions that arc widely 
available, effective and easy to usc. 

And since this is only the first step, as pan of the program SIeve C:ISC, CEO of America 
On Line, will announce a follow.up summit in October for industry and parent groups. Also, 
Lois Jean White, President of (he Nntional PTA wilt demonstrate on a screen un stnge hO\\' easy 
these IOols arc for parents to usc. 

III. I'ARTICII'ANTS 

The Presidcnt 
The Vice President 
Steve Casc,. CEO of America On·Line 
Lois lean White; Presidclll of the National Parent Teacher Association 

IV. ,'RESS PLAN 

The event will be OPEN PRESS, covered by the White House Pre;.;s Corps. 

V. SEQlJENCE OF EVENTS 

• The Vice President will open and lllnb.: bricfrcmarks. 

• The Vice President will introduce Steye Casc, CEO of America On~Linc, who will make 
brief remarks' 

• The Vicc President will hi.trodl,cc'Lols .lean Whi1c,·Presidcnt orthe J1TA who witl make 
. brief remarks 

The Vice President·will imroducc )'ou . 

.'. You \vil! make bricfrcmarks. 

... ' 

http:follow.up


"that are clean enough,for kids. . .. ,,' 
". ' - ." 

,,", . :. 
. " . 
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.. ' 
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CNN...: QomptJtcr industry pledges antl-smuo ertort - JUly 1,6, 1997 http:uwv/'W .con. ~mJ n:C;H/~'l \.)7/161anlLsmuumdex.hlm! 
. ,r, " 

SCI-TECH II Who's re"llv dnillf!©NNIVl , ' ',\\"t';L"HISllleSS on t lC \-'/e 1. 
interactive S TOR V P AGE , , 

,~,----------------~ 
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OIJilPlus. Computer industry pledges 
anti-smut effort 
holly 16, 1997 

Web posted!!!: 2;45 p.m, EDT Oil4S GMT) 


W ASHlNGTON (CNN) ­
Shackled by a Supreme Courl 
ruting, the Clinton administration 
said Wedncsday'it now is getting· 
voluntary heJp from'the computer 
industry and pare.nts' groups to 
make the internet safer for 
youngsters, 

President Clinton said n White House meeting yielded a 
consensus Qnl'how to pave the way to a family friendly 
Internet without paving over the constitutional guarantees to 
free s~"Cch and free expression. ". " 

The Supreme Court last month struck down a law designed to' 
keep cyberspace's seedy side away from children.Jt said the 
1996 Communications DCC(;llCY Act, in its attempt to protect 
children from' indecent matcri?,l on 'the Internet, improperly 
rcst,ricted the free~speech rights of aduhs. 

Hoping to avoid a V-Chip for the internet, computer industry 
representatives announced that they will provide greater 
u"cce~s to anti~smut software and work to flag lnt~rncfsites 

http:children.Jt
http:uwv/'W


CNN. - Computer ,Industry pledges anti-smut ettort - Ju!y 16, lmf; tHlp: I .www.enn.eom/n~CHI9707/16/anti.smutlindex.html 

Joining Gore and Clinton at the White l'lollse, Steve Case, 
president of America Online, said that the industry didn't 
expect new software alone 10 keep kids out of inappropriate 
Internet areas. 

"These tools aren't a replacement for good parenting," he said 
"but rather a supplement for it." 

About 30 to 40 people were invited, including representatives 
from America Online, Netscapc Communications Corp., 
Microsoft Corp., Yahoo! Inc., the National Parent Teacher 
Association and the American Library Association, plus 

. makers of screening technology and electronic civil liberties 
groups. 

The White House has said it wants a solution "as powerful for 
the computer as the v-chip will be for the television that 
protects children in ways, that are consistent with America's 
,free-speech .values." Next year new TV sets arc expected to 
have a computer chip that would allow parents to block 
unwanted programs. 

'Technology ... that works' 

Instead of seeking new legislation to force the computer 
industry. to shield children from Internet smut -- as some in 
Congress are' doing and some anti-pornography groups want -­
the Clinton administration is pushing a system of voluntary 
restraints. 

That's welcome news for the 
. industry and electronic civil 

liberties groups, which fought to 

overturn anti-smut provisions in 

the 1996 tcIceoni.mun.ications law. 


."The message IS there's 
technology out there now that 
,works. It's a much' beller, . 
alternative to legislation that 
won't," said Andrew" . 
Schwartzman, president of the Media Accesi Proje'ct, a'media 

.:watchdog:group in Washington.'., ',,' '~, . :.' .,;';, :'1:-.': ,':.' .. :: ' ... 
. ... ... -, '. " 

. ". : ". '., .. ' >: . \ " 

...:,; ,',"..E~fi~m:fal~!:~~~i~~i~$ some companies wereexPecied toplan,was expected to be/,. : 
wa~ expected to' 'o'n 

" , . . , 

...". , 
.;, ..
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CNN"~. C001puter IOoustry pleage~ anti-smut anon ~ July 16, l';;jlj/ http;lIwww.cnn.com/tECrli8i.U.j1ti/~ntl.SOlUtlln~ex.lllml 

Microsoft's Explorer browser already uscs the standard, 
dubbed PIeS, which can work \l.!lih more than one l.'lbcling or 
ratings system. Parents using a browser with the PIeS 
!cdmoJQgy could, fm example, call up Web !'lites de:;igrmted to 
be "family friendly" or they could block ;.;itcs lancJed as 
vioknt or scx~1iJ Icd. 

COf'rc!>pondew Don Knapp and The Associated Press 
cOilIribwed fO this report. 

CMlJPIU5 

[1 	 Consumer News: Parenting 

Special section: 

CNN btleracfive's cxfended coverage 

o 	Communications Decency Act 

Related stories: 

o 	 Reaction mixed to court's Internet rulin - June 26, 1997 
o 	SUl2remc oun stnkcs down lnternct smut law - June 

20, 1997 . 
o 	FBI: Jntemct pedophilc~M? growi~y! threat ~ April 8, 

1997 . 
c 	FBI cmcks down on child orno fa 11 on the !ntcrncl-. 

Apr! 7 

Related sites: 

.Nore: Pages will opellln a new browser winilow 

o 	·The Center for Dcmocmcv'and Tcchnolo ' - a 
non~pro ,It pu Ie Interest organtzatlOn sed i.o 
Washington, DC, whose mission. is to develop and 

,advocate public policies.that adv~ce constitutional 
civillibcrties and 4emocratic v'aille.s i~ new compu[c~ 
and'communicatiop's tcclmoJogics. 

o· The White House;... . . ._'. .. ,­
o 	 American Lib ' Association., the olclest and largest 

.. " " .' 

. natlOna 1 rary assoc13tion In the ' . 
>0' . 



GNN ~ Computer industry pledges antl~sml.Jt eltort - July Hi, Hi::f http://www"cnn,coml I eCH/~70f/1ti/anV.smutllnd€lx.lltml 

o 	 Post-CDA: The "FHtcrin "Debate Begins 
::1 	 Com~ii'i~r I_~5:!r!_~~ 'fa hy ucshons and Ans\\'crs - from 

thl' Family Rc!«.'arc) '(junel! 

I:xlemaj .l"i/('s arc: }WI cndo}'sed hy CNN IlIlcraclil'c. 

SCllrt:h for rcblted CNN stories: 
lJ:!c!Qj 

Tip: You can restriCI Ydm search to the titl~ {)f n UOC\Hllcm. 

E:o.:nmplc: titlc:New YC:Ir'S Hcsolutions 
([)'iufus, ... k 

Watch these shows on CNN for more 'sci~tcch stories: 

CNN Computer Connection I Future Watch I Science & 

Tccll~()logy Week 


Sound off 
on our 
mcssa e 
boar s 

Tdl us \~'hal 
you think! 

You said it.. 

Who's really doing 
t·, I \WI":msmess on t if! we ') .. 

. " 
<C 1997 Cablc News Netwurk, Illc. 

All Rights Reserved. . " , 

Tfrm~ unuer" hich t"i~ Hrvke i, pnwidtd tU) UII.-_.. 
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Script ror Industry ('arent Event 

• Good morning. On behalf of the I~n;$id(:nt, I want h) thank everYo}le Ii.'f coming to lhe 
White House to discuss steps that We can take together to make the Internet "family-	 .
friendly." I expect the President wi!! join us later. 	 --"­

• 	 I'd like to start by acknowfedging Secretary Daley, Seth WaxnuUl from the Department of 
Justice, Christine Varney fmm the Federal Trade Administration and th~ many member:>· 
of Congress who have joined us today" I want to come back to the members of Congress 
after we have had a chance to hear from industry 'and parents. 

• 	 I think all of us in this room reali:r..e that the Internet is a powerful tool that can open up 
\\'holc new worlds cbanging the way ourchildten learn and play. That is why we are 
connecting every classroom to the. Internet by ~le year- 2000. 

• 	 At the same time, i think we aU also agree that parents and t~hers need the tools to 
prevent children from accessing sites that are inappropriate. 

• 	 So after the Supreme Court's decision on the Communications Decency Act; tllC 

President asked me to convene this meeting 10 help find solutions for the Internet that arc 
as powerful as the V~Chip i;; f<;>,r television while protecting our free specch values, These 
tools need to be, widely avaHablcLeffccttvc, and casy to usc. J don't want to underestimate 
how difficult it will be to achieve,this goal but lthink we Gcginlhe effort and make real 
pn?gress here today" 

• 	 Tbis is m~ effon that we each must playa role in. For gQvernment, we wi!! make clC:lf 

our commitment to enforcing existing anti*stalking, obscenity, aod child pomography 
statules online. 

• 	 For industrY, if you rcally want the latemet to achieve the potential that we all think it 
can achieve, parents must have confidence in the' medium. You have a chance to show 
that in this new industry can come together to do what is right I have secn some 
promising technologies that block and filter Internet sites based all various mting systems 
~ many of these nre on the market loday, But to be effective, these technologies need to 
he more widely available, effective and easy to usc. They need to be included in more 
browsers and they neeq 10 be available to moore P!lrcnts. And for ~hjs sy~tcm to wo!'k, we 
I~ust also find ways to mak~ these ratings commonplace by cre'atillg inccntives for people 
to 'rate their own si,tes li~c when people register,a.new site,With ,a directory serv~cc" 

•. 	 .For parenls"~incc no tcchn·olQgy is a"su·bstitutc for parental involvement, parcrils mUSl do 
',_heir parttoo. Thew is a positive side 10 thc'IJ)tc~eL .We must help our children find it. 
We also have to help paren1s and teachers learn hAw (0 find and effectively usc these new 
tools. ", . 

, ,
- ..', , 	 ;. -, -;'"-. '., 
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• 	 1 hope we can cover these topics today. I'd like to start by asking some of the Il'idustry 

n:J1fcsclltutivcs here today whal ~tcps C,l!: he taken to hclp us achieve tl;L" gnuL 

Q 1. 	 One step that would be helpful would be for (he leading browser companies to support 
standards for filtering such as Pies the Platform for Internet Content Sc!ectiOtt 
Microsoft has already done that -I'd like to ask Andi Irchmd from Netscupe to discuss 

what your plans arc'? (,(;{J rdet!?t-

A. 	 Netscapc is committed to adding support for PIes in t~c next version of their 
browser. 

Q2, 	 Most Web sites register \~i1h one or more of the directory and search engine sites like 
Yahoo!. Jerry Yang, as the Chief Yahoo- what can directory and search engine 
companies do to encourage self-rating by web sites'? 

!\, 	 Yahoo! \.\fill ask people who register new sites \\1th their dircclory service to self 
['ate and will work with the other search engines to do the sam;;. 

Q3. 	 We have some other Internet search engines with tiS here today, .Joe Krauss of Excite 
and Robert Davis of Lycos, W~lat doyou think your companies can do? 

'.'.Jl;;"«~\~""'"'" 1!4k,.."r,.lve'J If'"'"vJ",kS 
. 	 . ..J .

A. 	 Work wIth the other search cngmcs to encourage self-rating. 

~ I . 
rp~Y\,1-y -to h
<,.,!\rhtNP(}l,){j 
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Q4. 	 ,We have representatives from two of the leading Internet filtering software products-­
Cyberl)atrol and SurfW;Itch. How arc you gettlOg your products the hands of more . 
parents? I lave you had any luck in getting Interact Service Proy!~r$ and computel 
companies ,to "hundle" y.oU[ ,:ioftware? ~.t..t" _ \ ~'(t1\'~tc.\\,.: l!!rt?!->t tN~w<' ') 

I" .,ti\lllr' ..\\\~ ~l)\ WI .t. ''It\ \ ' ....\1"\\. ,'l.. """'v ;J iW(:~·\'1"A
/ t;t')(o"'(~~ f,I','fhQf"- ~\c~.,\tn ~{0J"l-	 1vct\tm 'J-"<'P \ I 1/\";' 

A. 	 Roughly 85 rcent of the customers of the nternet Service Providers have access 

to our products. ( . 
. 

Q5. 	 We have one of the PIes based ratings systems represented here today Stephen Balkam 
(Exccullvc Director of RSAC) ~- what do you think these <::ommitmcnts you've heard thL 
morning will mean? Will ratings systems like yours be able 10 do morc too? 

('1\\''''\ «l~~, - \'!;!\'\ '\«h..",~\' ill 	 , '. '.1....,~'\ '1'" ~f ~ 
A. R~AC " getting.a giant from 111M ~W\ \ 4tt"'\" 'hi',..,\. ~'t(,.,,, a' . . .' .'. . .' -:x:;,~w~,,·.&?, 1<> e"l<-, .' '. 

Q6. 	 But where can parents go to find about these resourcc<oew filtering and blocking 
technologies, arid rating systems. Jerry Be~man, you have compiled listings of a lot of. 
1heso resourcc.s, is th~fC a w..iy to make those casily avaihihlc to'parents? 

, ' 	 ,', '. 

A. The Ccn'ter for Democracy <.md Te~hn'Jl~gy has created a web page that yuu will 
announce in room 450 th~!t is a on6 fltop shop for paren!:; to learn more . 

. Www.netparents.oig . 	 . . 

".'. 
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GOYCrrtIt!Clli 

Ql. 	 V/I..' have IKard some exciting commitm'.!llts from industry that got us u long way. 

AI:hough parts of CDA was t;truck down, cyberspace is not a lawless entity. Whn.t I'd likt~ 


to do is hear from the Justice Department about what they arc doing ttl maketl-iC'lnternct 

safe for Children. Seth \Vaxman, [Actil!g Deputy Attorney General] 


-,,.,\.(<< C"~\>(ilv {).~--jc"JetV\"V\ 	1<~k'''''( . 
A. 	 We arc vigon!tfsefy "enforcing existing laws. 5~V'I tJf-(O>,N\\v\\! {tt ~C1.,t-t-vl:> 

. ","" I . ,: , .• 1\ \''''' •'.. ~~'f'~''f . IN"" "'.i'J, TV 'V"' e. C' 

Pare'l", teachers, I~ri~~s f,. I, .l.. (h ,/\ (, 1 ","


1h:".(V<\-'x,(lL _ 1Do\~c:\.w.rv..\(>«~ tlW\l.Y'''t''VV'' ';; I~ ',;,v<.p. r" J r 'I 
I'd t~\~~ 'gears now and discuss what ~r&t~> (ca~hcrs> and librarians C<'Ul do to 


help. Obviously, tcclmology is just a tool- we should not count on it to raise our children. 


Q1. 	 Parent'> need guidance' on what material has educational value as well as what materia! to 

sleer clear of. Barbara Ford (President of American Library As,sociation), what can 

librarians do to help,! 


~ew -:(:.~\«N." -n",\ v,\~ _ 'proJ,Q't hmh ",tc., 
/\.. AL.~ is launching a project to give parents access to an organized list of positive 

sites. 

Q2, -~rm.e:Allet\, tlfc~;tiOH~i Center fot' Missing und EXllloitcd Children has publjshed a 

ttport entitled, "Child Safe',y on the lnfonnation Highway." What kind of 

recommendations do you make for pnfcnts? 


A, 	 Usc filtering software or features. of on-line services that prevent children from 
accessing adult~oriel:tcd "chm" arcas, Spend time with childrCJl wbile they arc 
onlinc. Establish some basic "safety" rules (e,g. don't give- out identifying 
information such as telephonc numbers, addresses). . 

Q3. 	 Obviously, this is an issue thut teachers arc' having to deal with as we bring technology in 

(0 the classroom. What advice is NEA giving to teachcrs Marilyn Cross? 


A. 	 Teachers h.ave a role (00, school::; need to devdor "acceptable usc policies." 

Next S((;'J1S 

Based on what J've heard'"' 1 think that we arc building some significant mo'mentum for 
, "parental empowerment" and a farnily~frtcndly InterneL Obviously, we still have a I,<H n~orc ' 

work to do a,chiev'c th<,:se goals. I'd like to gel yom thoughts on what specific steps we should 
take next. . 

• J>IUtSIDENTtS QlU~STI()!'i;. Slew! Case [CEO (ifAtuerica Online) The 
, P.resident will ask,: We have aicompfisned a lot here this morning. But this is ' 

'. 

http:1Do\~c:\.w.rv


just tlw fir>;/ :r/ep, 1 wan( to maintaill file tlWfJ/{:I/!lltll I/;(!( we've j.i.clIcr(ft.:d fi 0111 
this meeting mu.!from your commitments. What steps call we rake aflcr today to 
make progress OJI ihis iniporwnt issue: ,)'tew CflSC - m~v tiwuihts: 

OU,-i':'Hlb ­
AO!. is organizing a sUnllllit 1h1s fall. 

Q2. 	 We)rc fortunate to have with us several Illcmber:i uf Congress, Eaeh of you bere ha;; 
taken a leadership role on these j:\sue:t 1 know we can all ag~"C on the goal ofcreating.a 
family frknfdly Internet. (hope you will agree that what we have heard'today is n great 
first step towards this goal consistant with our Virst Amendment values. I'd like to hear 
what you think we as government officais and opnion leaders can do to support tllis 
volutat)' strategy, 

If there is any time remaining, you should open it up for questions and comments. 



I'tL'i!.ihic Anlwunccahk-s 

In a meeting ,vith Industry leaders, grollps n.:prcscnting i!.!achcrs, pan::111S, Internet lISCt".S 

:iI~d lihrarians, the Pr0siJcn! and Vice Pr~s:Jcnt nnnnllllccd a set "f inl1iatives !.Iud industry 
eOnlmill!lCnlS that will give parents a solution foJ' the Internet that is as powcrfill f()r the 
co:nputcr as the V -chip is 1'01' the television while protecting children in ways that arc consistent 
with OUt rn~e speech values, These initiatives allow us 10 help solve the prohlem {hallhc authors 
of the Communications Decency Act originally idctltificd while providing an alternative beyond 
legaT reproach tnat give parents and teachers control over what children have acces-'i to on the 
Internet. 11lis announcement helps ensure thai parents have solutions that arc widely available, 
effective and C<L"'Y 10 usc. 

mocking Tcchnol()~y: Tbe Virtual V~ChiJl 

It 	 Netscapc Commitment: )Vith a major new commitment from Nctscape to 
include blocking technologies in its next major version of its browser, [he 
President announced that in the future virtually all web browsers (95%) will 
conluin the software equivalent ofthc v-chip, Netscapc together with Microsoft, 
who is: already incorporating blocking technology in its browf;cr, makc up about 
95% or:hc Internet browser markeL The technology they will usc called PleS, or 
Piatfonn for Internet Content Selection, is built into the browser by the software 
developer and allows parents and lc~chers to set access level::: bases on labels Of 

ratings provided by the web page author or by ~hird parties, 

a 	 lSI' Commitment: To ensure tbat these new technologies urc readily available to 
pnrcllts and teachers, a group of Internet Service Providers comprising a large 
scgment of the market (x%), announced tha.t they arc making filtering services 
avnilab!c to all lnternet-<:onnected households tlmt they servc, 

II 	 Challenge to Industry on resc:tTch: The President acknowledged {hat there is 
stit! more to be done and challenged industry 10 ir.vcs~ III a -continuing research 
effort to lu!lp ensure that these tools arc a'i effective as possible while remaining 
easy to usc. 

Mnldng Internet Lahels Widely AV;lilable. 
The President nl:s,o announced priyate sector commitments to dramatically incrca$cs the 
p¢rccntage of web sites cove.rc~ by the labeling :;YSWIliS, Taken together these crforts to increase 
the flmnbcr '0:' lab,clcd :;itcs can provide the catnlyst to make Intcmct labels common place;, " 

• , Yahoo! And Excite Commitments, Two major Internet directories', Yahoo! And 
Exc!te, announced an' effort to provide incentives for web sites to label helping to

• cnsUic th~t ltibcls become prevaleut 

,D 	 Group of comp~nics agree to sdf~lahcL A group' of companles'timt have major· 



wd: SHeS 1l1lVC agreed 10 lead by example ,tnt! sdflabcl their ;-;itcs n,li t:1!i!dH..:n. 

• 	 i<:xccu(j\,J..' j\-1cnlonuululII. The I)rc:;idcnt als(; announced nn execHtive 

memorandum ft., labeling all gnv.,;:mmcnt w...:b site$ 1.0 ensme that par.;nl;-; who 
...:hoosc to restrict their dtildren 10 only I<lbcled web sitcs can "till get In tile va;:1 
resourCes that the fe(it.!ml govcmmcnt now has online. 

• 	 Challenge (0 oillen; to 1~lbcl: Tim President also t:hallengcd the rest of the 
Inter-llet cmumunity 10 demonstrate the kind of self governing leadership that ha'> 
made the Intemct such ~ success thus far by encouraging other to self-labelthcir 
own horne pages even when the content does not contain nudity. offensive 
language etc. 

~~nforcement 

• 	 Enforce existing lAm's: The President made clear that the Justice Depanment 
already has substantial authority on the lnterncl to protect children and asked the 
Justice Department to vigorously enforce existing anti~stalkjng> obscenity, 
pedophile, :md pornography statutes online as in other media 

• 	 90 Oay re"iew hy .Justice and Vrc. The President also called for a 90 day 
review by both the Department of Justice and the Federal Trade Commission to 

. sec if an}' new legisJalion is necessary to make dear that anti-fraud sWt,lItcs and 
the Labeling Act apply to Internet ratings. 

CII 	 Moratorium on New Legislation: As with television r;:uings, the President 
would give industry a time by which parents could judge for themselves wether 
the system IS working. We would leave- the door opcn to other legislative or,ions 
if parents decide it lS[1 't working. 

Parental Responsibility 

II 	 Challenge to Parents: The: President also challenged parents to do their part as 
well. "No technological solution can substitute lbr a parent taking an active role 
in their children's lives, For these solutions to work, parents must takc {hc time to 

undcf~t<:md the benefits and challenges that 1he Intcrnct brings and decide for 
themselves huw b~Sl lu take: advantage of the HC;\' tools wc have unleashed 
today." 

• 	 Ad Cuuncil PSA Campaign'! 

• 	 AOL Summit
• 

• 	 ,Vhile 1,i:i1 
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SCHEDULING I~EOIJEST Junc I R, 1997 

--,--------- '-------­ --~'------

ACCEI'T REGRET PENDING 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

Stephanie SHeet, Dir~ctor of Scheduling and Advance 

DOll Gips, OVP 
Jim Kohlenbergcr, OVP 
Tom Kalil, NEe 

In the wake of tile expected Supreme Court decision on the 
Communictttions Decency Act, the President and Vice President would 
announce a major new initiative for the internet that is as powerful for the 
computer as the v-chip is for the television. 

The President and Vicc'Prcsidcnt could first sec a demonstration of 
In!ernet blocking tcchnoJ~~gics by a child and parent and then join with 
industry leaders and child advocates 10 announce a set of initiatives that 
give parems and tcnchc!$ control over w!wt children have access to on the 
In!crnc! -- tbe equivalellt of an Intcnwi V -chirt 

This announcement, allows us 10 demonStrale leadcrship '(HI the ;S~IlC 
while helping to solve the problem tim! the authors of the Communications 
IY':CCllCY Act originaHy identilied while providing an altern,ltive lx;yond 
legal reproach. 

On the day of tile Supreme COllrt's announcement. presuming 1h3t the 
COA is slmck down as nnconstilllti0l1<.l1 (as most court observers agree), 
we would announce that we will convene industry leaders, parents, 
Congressional leaders and others to qcvc10p a solution for the Intemct-. 
(draft statement attached) 

The IntcflIct industry is prepared to step forwmd with a series of 
commitments dlat will include, blocking technology ill 95'lJl} of Intc:1lct 
b(owscrs Hod making Internet ratings more commonplace. The President 

. would annoullcc an cx~cutive mcrnorandUlll for rating govcrnll~c~u,inh.:m.ct 
sites, challenge industry to rate their own sifes and wlk about Qur strict 
cnlorcemcnt of pedophile, anli-st'alkiflg and obscenity 'laws. Other grOlip;; 
would commit to developing a list of good sites for children.. , " 

. '111C President signed the Communications Decency Act into law whcn he 
, signed the Telcconi1J:1unications btu., 

. ..; " : 

http:govcrnll~c~u,inh.:m.ct
http:nnconstilllti0l1<.l1


DATE&TIME: 

LOCATION: 

l'ARTlell'ANTS: 

OUTLlNIl 
OF EVENTS: 

REMARKS 
REQUIRED: 

MEDIA 
COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED 
BY: 

CONTACT: 

Aller the NATO t:"jp, 

Room 450 

.. I'OTUS. VI'OTUS 
-- [nlemct industry execlltives 
.- CI:ild advoc;lcy grotlpx and other tlon~prolits 
•• Members ofCongress 

VPOTUS make welcoming remarks 
Demonstration of filtering technology by parent 
Remarks by CEO -~ industry commitments 
porus remarks 

To' be provided by Spcechwriting 

Open 

Jim Kohlenlx:rgcr x66223 

", .. 
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UrafC statement on Suprcme Court derision (6/1 R) 

T"d:ty, tIn.::: Supreme Court ruled that the Cnmmunications DL'Ccncy Act is n01 

constitutional. h is criticallhut we solve the problem that the authors of' the CDA idellt! lied, 
hclieve there 1$ nn alternative way h) achieving; this goal tlml is beyond leg-al reproach and gives 
parents nnd teachers the conlrol !lley m':i:d nnd d":'SCTVC. 

The Internet is:;m incredibly powerful medium for frc£;dom of speech and freedom of 
expression that should be protected. It is the biggest change in human communications since the 
printing press, and is being used to educate our children, provide valuable health care 
information, and allow citizen!> 10 keep in toucb with their government. 

But there is material on the Internet thot is clearly inappropriate for children. As a parent, 
I understand the concerns that parents have about their children accessing inappropriate material. 
If we are to make the Internet a powerful resource for learning, we must give parents and teachers 
the tools they need to make the Intemet safe for children. 

Therefore, in the cornilig day:;, [will convene industry leaders and groups representing 
teachers, parent.'\ and librarians, We can and must develop a solution for the Internet that is as 
powerful for the computer all the v~chip will be for the television. and that protccl~ children in 
ways that are consistent 'Nith America's free speech values. With the right technology and mtlng 
systems ~ we CHn help cnsurc tha: our children don't cnd up in the red light districts of 
cybersr:'-'~, 

." " . 

.. .. ' 
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;~,Anlntemet' AVING cdtNG lilLthe hitler end to the; 
.',", ':: ' , wr~'ng ~id~'ffiJ'thc I,Il.~.t11Ct indecenc}' ca::;c',H~e WhIte ,I10.9se ll?,~ -Is rcaching to claim 

leadership of both sjdes a~ncc, In statements last 
week" the president lauded the new medium's 
freedom irom~_regulalirntJ;md its potential to un­
lock gfobal commerce, Ae called Oil foreign,gov­

:'emments to foUow the U.S. lead in avoiding "un· 
'necessary regulations " {and} cumbersome' 
'bureaucracies," L'ldurling content restrictions. Oil·· 

:~!ectronic glrnmercc. At the same time, he stokcll 
;thc same emotional 'Urgency about child safelY', 
>that Md fueted the' initial and understandable;' 
'though corySti,tutionally wrongheaded. support for 
fjndcceflci:-Iegislation, He summoned parents. 
~i.:hild·advoc.acy groups and anti-porn activists 'and 
';lndustry leaders to a White House summit to'ex­
'plare how to make the Net saft! for children 
"through Elters and other technical means. ' 
"::,.Such are the wonders of cybL':S[klCe that m~in· 
.!taming this acr-ohalic posture on Internet regu!a~ 
,;fion,.may,tum-out to be rlCr{edy possible. In fact
:!t, may tum .out to he the only position that makes 
~ractll::al sense. It is true, as The bwnmker$ who 
i",:oted for the Decency Act were all too aware, that 
ip.1.rc;lts':haVe~new.~grounds for worry .about their, 
.1kids'· e?,pOs~,to tJ'!c outside world if there,if.a­
'networked-.computer and ,10 Interne! browser iri 
':the house. ~ut it is'also "true that r,,'Stncting such 

. ,", 

",.. 

,f, 

this. inCiudmg that 
camcidence of,interests, the administration needs ," 
to be carefUl no:~ .tQ push '·too bard and .perhaps {I' 
stray oockjhto coris~tutionall.y dangerous ~·aters.. ­

The'.Supreme Court rejCcfJoo of the indecency· 
lewslatiOli>i;ijd mortdhrul ]u'st free U.S. -intemet-,:: 
users from' .worry about -unpflxlictable IitigatlOO 
and heavy penaltie.,<;, l~ sent a fairly dear .signll1 ~o 
other countries that their own sweeping effo.rts to 
cl;lmp down on Olntcnt would be easily foile<! by' 
the e~st.e~c,: of a I~r?c ,a,no unfet~er~J}()rtlon ?f 
the Tnternet'that lies outside their bOrders but 
thi'lt. because of the medium's nature, is easily.ac· 
ccSsj!J\e. to. aU.: U.S. signals over- the)wxt few 
months thus will bC"c"areftillv watchi.'t'i. 'fl.e'adlnin· 
'illtration itrs:e"nslbieIto. lay' out a cautious ippr~cb, 
thal.seeM\,to':~c':;i1l. these warring interests ffiio 
account.,~ ''-;' ' - .,,:: ': '. " ,'!;.,l.. 
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Children's Internet Summit 
Rcnaissanct: Washington. DC Hold Blillwo!ll 
9.]Oam - 10: 1 Sam. Tu~sd;:{y, Dcccmb<:f 2, 1997 

Meeting requested by I)nn Gips/.Jim Kohlcnhcrgcr 
Briefing pn!l)arcd by .lim Kohlt~nbergcr/l)un Taylur 

EVENT 
You arc meeting with children and parents to discuss how they are using tbe Internet and then 
speaking to the Internet Online Summit tor Kids Hnd announcing a serie;.:. ofexciting and bold 
new steps to help make the lntcmet safer for children. This summit \\'al'. lir.:;t announced hy Steve 
Case, CEO of America OnLine, at the White House event with the President on July 16th where 
we announced a new strategy for a family friend'>, Internet that protects our first amendment 
\taJucs while empO\\'cring parcnl'i with the tools they need. The effort indlldes three parts 1) a 
technology toolkit that includes ncw blocking and filtering technologies backed up with 
voluntary self-rating rmd third-party rating systems, 2) effective law cnfurccment of existing laws 
and 3) parcntal a\\'arCllCSS and involvement. 

[fOOIS'nCB. V\s oftl,j;; \vriting, subject to change) 

• 	 Upon arrivul you will go to hold for ~\ briefing. After the (widing YOll wil! join 
kids nod parents at three terminals to talk with the children about the educational 
and other positive materiulthat childrcn arc finding online and talk \vith parents 
about their concerns about the Internet and their use of filtering and blocking 
wols. (Sec attached background on fnmilies nud suggested questions). 

Oil the way back to lhe hold, you will greet scm..: of til!.: .sulilmit org~lllizcrs 
including Steve Case, CEO of America Online, and Lois Jean White, Pres:dcnt of 
the National PTA and Tennessean. 

~ 	 The children nnd parents who you spoke with win be behind the podium on stools 
when you spcak~ Christine Varney, Summit organizer am! former Federal Trade 
Commissioner, will introduce you. Y(Hl win deliver prepared remarks, work a 
ropeline and depart 

XQl.IRROLEiCON"rRIBUTlQN 

• 	 ,You arc making the major speech at the Ji1tenterOnl~!1e Summit;' Focus On . 
Children allowing you to demonstrate continued leadership iii bringing new tools· 
that.empower parents just as they me 'facing perhaps'the largest technology gaps 
in homes in history .. Today, you arc highlighting the positive aspects of the 
Interne.!. taki~g issue with those who believe these efforts arc about censorship'

". and arinouncln's three important-new ste~s: l}a new'parent's g~idc to the Internet 

.' :-.­

i 



produced by the Department of Education, 2) two new tools 10 help break till: 
impression Ihat Cyberspace is a lawless plaee -- thl.': equivalent of 1I 911 in 
Cybenipw:e tl~r parents on tit\., Internet and an zew toh.:mnee for chilJ 
pornography agreemellt ndWt,'en l;tw-enforccment and ihe Associations 
rcpn;senling 95 percent of Internet Service Provi&;r!i and 3) two follow-on 
conferences th;lt also d;;al with different aspects of children and the Internet 
{access, privacy and marketing), industry will also be making a series of 
important new announcements which arc a first step towards demonstrming the 
kind of industry leadership you and the President asked them to provide (summit 
industry press release attached). 

PROGRAM NOT"S 

• 	 The Summit. The approximately 400 participants in the Internet Online Summil 
include a broad range of industry leaders, educators, law enforcement officials, 
public interest, government representatives and family advocates. Secretaries 
Daley, Riley and Attorney General Reno are all speaking later in the day. This 
tbree dny summit began Monday evening \vith a reception and will end 
Wednesday morning. The Summit has largely been organi",cd by Christine 
Varney, (ortner White I louse Cabinet Affairs Director wld former fcdcml Trade 
Commis..<;ioner. Shc will be inlroducillg you. Speakers and rands will cover 
making more positi\'e contcnt available for kids, public education, 13w­

, enforcement, technologies, and ratings and filtering, Participants will also he ahk 
to explore new technologies in a number of technology kiosks that have becn $cl 

liP, 

\Vhat you arc announcing: 

• 	 Parent's Guide'to the Internet. You are releasing 11 new Parent's Guide 10 lire 

lmemel prepared by the Department of Education, This lIe\v guide gives parcnts 
an introduction to the Internet and how to navigate it It also suggests how 
parents can allow their children to tap into the wonders of the Internet while 
safeguarding them from its p<ticntial hazards. The President signed and 
announced an executive memorandum calling for this repOrt on Nctday ill April or 
lhis year. This new guidc helps p~fents make sense of computer and Internet 
h.:rminology, s~arch f\)f infoDllUliotl online, idcntify community locations timl 
oller, fro,c Interne1 acces~, protect children from offensive matcria!:tcach children 
about otlline safety, and find famil~:"friendly l~tcmcl sites" 

• 	 7..cro..Tolcr~nc(' for: Child Pornography on the Intcriiet'Cf!mmjt~~n:t. You 
!trl: also announcing a new commiunent for a "zero tolerance" policy fQr child 

. J'*lrnogrophy on the Intcmet agreed to by leading Internet servic~ pnividers'• 
representing 95 percent ofhomc Internet users, Thh agreement is backed up hy a 
new partnership between the leading ISP associations and law enforcement 
authorities. -Steve Case will talk' in more detail about this"later in his remarks:, 

.' .' 



The Equh'alcnt of a 911 on fhe Inlcrnct for l~~lrellt!\, B",-c:luSC tou often 
Cyhcrsp<lce is ,seen as a lawless sp<.lce. you arc abo announdng:t new Emergency 
Ilolljw": to report ilkgal activity onlhc Internet rdatt:d to child pornography ;tnd 
pr..:dat:oll, rhb incbdcs il I~XOO t{ll!~th.!c number and a Wchsill: to report ilh.:.gal 
activity or get infomlation about wh:tt to do, This dIm! is sp(ln~orcd by National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Childrcn, which n;cciv<:d 11 grunt from 
Department ofJustice for this purpose. 

• 	 Puhlic Education Caml}ai~n. You arc also announcing u new nalion,;'tl public 
(1w,;trcncss campaign _. Think Then ijnk _w that includes: an Internet Tcach~In 
next faU, a series ofPSAs, and n nationallllailing to ptlrCnls al! designed to help 
pL1rcnls, teachers j and kids have a safc, educational nnd entertaining cxp~ricncc 
online, 

M~king the Internet a safe place for kids. Since there is more to making the 
Internet a good place for children th':!Ji just protecting them from Objectionable 
material, you arc also announcing follow-ol1 conferences to deal \'lilh other 
a..<;pCcL'l of the Internet. First. (he Department of Commerce will convene Zl. 

February conference to examine how we can make sure that kids don't fact,: a 
digital t.li vide oct'.vee;) info!111il1ion haves and have Hois. Second, the Department 
oCCollunerce will also convene others sessions in the Spring to focus all is:-:ucs of 
quality content, privacy, marketing, and advertising for children. The child 
advocacy groilPS Jclt strongly about including these Iollow~(}n issue conferences:. 

Other Summit announccnH~nt!\, jndustry is also announciflg n host of nct'.' 
Internet tools, partnerships <lnd public education campaigns which follow~up on 
your call tor industry leadership. Di!1l1cy, for instance, will highlight a new e-mail 
feature that allows parcn\s 10 co:t1roi their cbildrt.:n'~ corn.::spondcnce onlille. 
CyberPalro! will announce a new 1001 that will aUO\\,' parent~ 10 fCstrict their 
children only to monitored Internet chat rooms. PBS and otherS arc announcing u 
new ontlne educational site lics to the Winter Olympics that helps kids learn 
concepts in science, math and social studies in a fun and orlbcat way. 

• 	 Building upon the Previous \Vhiie House Meeting. All of thesc eflbrts build 
upon the efforts you and the President launched on July 16th at a White House 
meeting thal brought together industry leaders Hod group:; representing teachers, 
parents) librarians'to discuss next steps after the Supreme Cour:t struck down the 
CDA. AUhat meeting;'!\'c reachcd a consensus about how to pav~ -the'way to a 
family~friend}y internet \vithout paving over the constitutional guaranteeS of frec 
spec'ell and free expression. 'Thc plan has three COrl1pOnentS -- new techn~logics. 
enforcement of existing laws, morc active participation of parents. Your . 
annOlincements and this summit togelher build upon the previous White House 
m<:~ting by takipg progress in all three areas. 

'. : :',;',': ' 
"',,,." 



Importantly at the 1a~t Illl.:ding, we anlloulleed a new commitment by Nl:tscape to 
include PICS blocking kchnology in it~ next version of its browser bringing PICS 
pendration to 97 pcrel:nt oCdesklop browsers. Additionally. several major search 
cngines also announced that they would encourage ncw sites that register with 
them to usc PICS hased voluntary ratings. Together with other filtering 
technologies, eCfi.:etive law enforcement, and parental education, we provided <\ 
foundation for parents to choose their own methods and tools. At today'::; summit, 
with healthy competition in the filtering and blocking market, we hope 10 move 
the debate away from those who now call this approach censorship and tov.lard a 
recognition that thcre is now sufficient choice in tools, and voluntary rating 
systems that give parents choices without abridging anyone's constitutional rights. 

• 	 Free Speech Advocates Form Ncw Group and Call this the Censorn-'arc 
Summit. Scvcral groups have taken aim out our approach and taken issue with 
online ratings. The ACLU for instance says filters arc not censorship but create a 
"cloud of smoke" that would end up hiding minority view sites or those that do 
not ratc themselvcs according to a major rating schcme. Othcr concerns are fears 
that major search engincs will bcgin using the ratings to ofTcr acccss to only PG 
material. That is not the intcnt nor the way the search engines are moving 
forward. Together these groups have banded together to form a new group called 
the Internet Free Expression Alliance. They held a prcss conference at the 
National Press Club on Monday to announce their formation and their issues. 
Tlw)' are also hosting a prcss room to countcr what they arc calling the White 
House censorware summit. 

On the Other Side Are Groups Who Wllnt New Laws. On the other sidc of the 
debate, arc groups that include the Christian Coalition and others who contend 
that filtering soCtw<\n; is no substitutc for new laws. Thesc groups believe thc 
summit is a shamelcss attempt to promote the Internet as safe without regard to 
child safety. In oll1(.:r action, Scnator Dan Coals recently introduced a stripped 
down version or the Communications Decency Act that is confined to companies 
and limitcd to thc world wide web and may meet constitutional muster. 

The F~lcts ahout Children :lnd the Internet. One of the reasons we arc 
focussing on children is hecause today's adolescents will soon become the most 
wired segment of the population, with 75% of Ieens using on line services by the 
year 2002. (Jupiter Communic·ations research group) Already; about 10 million 
children arc using the Internet ~~ 14% ·of the· approximately 70 million children 
under 18 in the U.S. That penetration ·rate is up more than fourfold in the past two· 
years (Find/SVP): And that rate is about to explode as the e-rate·becomes: 
available in January hoo~ing c.very elassroo":l to thc Int~rnet. Furthennore, when 
·children do have access to the online services, they arc spending a lot of time 
online. A June poll of I ,000 computcr homes by Fairchield Research Inc fOlln~ 
that users age l3~ 17 were spending 8.4 hours a week on line and more than 17% . . . 

. of. thaftime was spent in chat rooms." .. 

, .. " . 
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Business. Wo.:ck ,Inid<: on I1v.: Summit 

• Background on nUllities and suggc.'ited questions 
• Remarks 
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B"I'kgrolllld on Students and Parent, 

Rocky NUll klidd/e SdIOO/, Fair/h\', Virginia 
Tbe Rocky Run r\iliddlc School got on the informalion Supcrhiglnvay in 1991 ~hrnllgh the Glohal 
Schoolhouse Project, ll~;llg a gWIl\ fi'olll the l'\ulio!lnl Science Foundation. They developed OCI.' 
ofthc lirs! Web sites for a ,.,chon!, which is now preservci.l as an historical site. Students at th..: 
school lh:tlucntly particip.1tc in vidt.:o conferences with students around the country and around 
the world. The school doesn't usc filtering technology. but disallows the use of chat room and 
personal email. The fHHJurity of the siudcIit body also has online access at home. 

Catblcnc Allard. Age J2, 7th gmdc. Cathlenc was the team leader of her 7th grade 
CybcrSurfari team. which woo 2nd place nationally for grades K-8, In that contest, sponsored by 
the Software Publishers Association, students used clues to find information on Web sites in an 
online scavenger hunt. When she '$ at home, she asks her parents before going online and tel1s 
tho.!m what she's looking for. 

HyulI~-.lin Won. (YOUNG-GIN WAl-IN) Age I), 81h grade. IfYlIng-Jin gels online at ,chool 
or the lihrary. He recently used the Net to do a research project on Issac NC\'1on. He says the 
Internet has more IIp-to-date infomHttion [han he can find in his school library, 

Bryan Glovet'. Age! 3, ~Hh grade, Bryan \vas the ream kadcr for the 8th grade- team in 
CybcrSurfari, which \I,!on 151 place nationally for grades K·S, He says the lnle-rnet is easy (0 use 
for research. 

Auhr'cy Smith. Agl.,) 13, 8th grade, Aubn:y uscs the Net mostly at home, but also u:>cs it at 
~cbooL She is working 011 her own WeI! page, "\vhich will include information about her favmitc 
Japanese animated emmons. H~I.j)ilrC!l1s. who usc blocking technQlogies at home, will both be 
in atlcndi!llcc. 

,bmes ..ltd Sus.m Smith, James and Sus:m are the parents of Aubrey S!nith. James I:> {nlhe 
military. Susan work:> at EDS. They !lave tried a variety of blocking technologies at home. 
Currently, they use Surf Watch. They don't think that Surf\Vatch is U Iota I solution, hecausc it 
docs!) 't hloek all objectionable sites, but they believe thaI it offc~ some safety against many sites 
they bclkvc arc inappropriate for their daughter and allows them to disable chat room:::. 

Hmes Junior High, Washington, D.C. . 
HincsJunior High offers a class c:111cd "intemet Gurus." The thrcc~day-a~wcek class teaches 
students how to usc th;;rlIltcrnet Students give'up parts of their Saturdays every week to attend 
the class. The thre<.: students from Hine:; arc all in the class, whicJl has about tell students. 

Lurct.l1.0 Bro\\'u. Age J5, 9th grade. Lorenzo has been using the [ntefllcl for 4years. He ocgan 
using the t-Jct to do research for a.report Oll Frederick Dougla,<;.. He says he c:an find more 
resource;; online than he can by using his s"choollibrary alone, "He is developing his 'own 

, ,. ,..' 
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Zihl McHmreli. {ZY-l,A) Agt.' 13. xth grade, Zila hegan lakillg the Illlernd GUntS d:ISS 

hce:!lI!'c her f.ltlwr \\';!I:!..;d lH;~ jn learn how 10 u:';e the Int~rnc1. Shl! believes that knowing ho\\' tc 

tlSL' the Net Wll1 b<: ill1j1o:1mll ror her rl!I~Jre, 

Mm'kci1h Hrundl. Ag<.! 14, ~th grade. Markcilh u:-Ics the Net:o research school projects. Hc i" 
taking the class because his mother thinks it's important for him to develop the skills to usc 
online resources. 

Rock Creek Valley School, Maryland 
Tb: children from Rock Creek Valley School who are participaling in the discussion arc part of 
(he GLOBE program" They liSC computers at school !O trnck lind analyze environmental <lata, 
which they gnlhcr during luach and recess. 

Sfephanie Jung. Age 9, 4th grade. Stephanie uses the Internet at schooL She finds it is casy 10 

do research online. She enjoys finding infonnatiol1 On :lIlimals, particularly Caribou_ Onc or her 
favoritc onhnc information sources is the \Vorld Book, 

Lunden Gillespie. Age 9, 4th grade. Lunden likes to rcsc~lrch famous people and share what 
she karns with her paHmt:t Her b!randfalher, wbo works at fl Ijbr:J[v hclpill!:; \'oung.pel.l~ 
online. wi!! alsQ attend, . , , , 

Alex Ll'\'it". i\g,,,;~, 4th grade. AI!.!:.: likes:o visit ill..: Ch:cago Mt:s..:mn she to lind information 
about anelent Egypc When he's onlinc at home, his pan:n!s chcck on him every few minutes_ 
His parents also give him guidance about where he can and cannot go while he's online. 

Gregory Hl'Ucning. Gregory is 9 years old and in the 4th grade. He typic~illy uscs the Net 4·5 
limes a week. (Gregory's fallicr (caches at Rock Crcek Valley, but Gregory attends Dufief 
Elementary in Gatihersburgl MD. Every classroom at Dufiefwas wired last summer during a 
Nelf)ay.) 

Pau) and ,JudHh Brucnju~, P,nll ,\It(: Judith are the parents orGt'cgory Bruening, Paul teaches 
ill Rock Creek VaHey School <lI1d Judy is a full~1iml! hOl11cmakcL They havc set up ,I kids 
i.lI':Cllunt for Gr~g()ry so that he call only access Anwriea Online's kids' area. T!lCY like the AOL 
kids' site becauSe it 'gives Gregory the freedom to explore without them looking over hj~ 
shoulder. \Vith~ut su'ch fi'parcnta,1 JOQ,I, they 'would be unlikely to let Gregory usc' the Net. (111e 
Btucnings) six~ycar~old daugltter1 ~cgan, will be in ~h~ t~udicl1ce Tor your speech, b\1( ~hc will 
not be in thc.dis(:ussiOll'Scssion".} ... 

Michael \Vullacc. Michaelis Lunden Gillespic's grandfather (thQugh he is one of her primary 
cardaker). l.-Ie works at a libr~ry, where he helps kids get online. 

"', . , '" 
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Questions for students and parents 

First computer (Rocky Run Middle School, V 1\): 

· 	 Cathlene, how do you lind information on the Web? 

• 	 Susan and James, are there things on the Web that you believe arc 
inappropriate for children? 

Second computer (i-line Jr. High, DC): 

• 	 Lorenzo, you have been using the Internet for four years. Why did 
you first get online? What did you find? 

Third 	computer (Rock Creek Valley School, MO): 

• 	 Stephanie, how do you and your classmates use computers to take part 
in the GLOBE program? 

• 	 Paul and Judy, how important are Internet 'filtering tools to help );OLl 

feel comfortable ahout your kids' online usc? 



Internee-Smut, ~nd Ld~\Vritcthru, a05j2,64~ 
,; [ndu';try, adl1linistl~l'tion IIIan to lI1alu~ lntcrncl child-friendly, 

cbang~'S thnlOut 

Ily JKANNINK ;\VKI{S;\= 

Associated ll,'ess Writer= 

WASIIJNGTON (All) As put of Us effort~ ttl make th.c lu(cnict It 
more kid-friendly plnce, tbe fJ/llinc industry has !\grccd to report 
activities involving child Iwrnography fo law enforcement 
officials. 

Vice President AI Gore announet'tl the initiative here t(}day when 
he addressed u conference on ways to mnlte the Jnternet it s~lfer 
pla1:e for Amcrica1s youngsters. 

lie said the agreement involves industry groups covering 9S 
perce~t'orhome I~tcrnct users. ' . 

Under the policy, Internet providers would remov'c child 
pornograpby ,f~om their' own b~lIetin boards and sC'f\;i~es, sal4 Donna 
Rice Hughes, a spok.cS'l'l'Oman for Eno,ugh is Enough, an advocacy'group 
trying to get child pornography off th'c World Wide W~b. : 

"We havc"mad'c i;o~e' headway,',' she 'said.' ' 
Gore also talked ab~ut th~ Nation~I'Ccnter for' MiSsing' and 

Exploite'd Children's toll-free hot lillc to report incidents of 
child sexual exploitation online; incl~dirig child pornography . 
. While applauding the counuitrucnts ,to It~lp. keep Internet s~ut away 

from kids, Gore also challenged the oniinc industry to\"ome up with 
ways to protect ehildrenfs pr~"'lCY, shield (hem from exploitative 
marketing and provide tfu::m lrith more Hsafc" p1acc.s to go online. 

And he announced thar"thc' Commerce Dcp:lrtmcl1t ","'iii hold 
conferences on titcse issues r;cxt yc~r. .... . , ' , ' .' 

"There is a da'ngcr'for titis'cii(lrt i~ c:1c~cn~r~t~ into a, ' 
discussion abo~t hmv, to a.void-,rcg~llat~on. T'o be s,~ccessfult it Dlus't 
be elevated to'jJ disctls~ion about how to 'meet the needi of ' ' 
America's " , said. '.~Indu~tiy will never be' abl<: to 
meet those needs deyotcs\thC Sante rcsour~(:s U~)a' ,:"::' 
commitment to -it ,,,'ouIU,devote to 
tile desi'g~' ,-.' ':.-:. " ,', .:' , 

KatJ~'~,':l for Media Educ~~.iOl,i!, ' 
an 

, , 
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prot~t,comlluter ~scrst civiHibcrtic-s, says all major pro\'tders 
~ oflnterncl access to eCll1sntilCrs offer serc·cning tcdmoJogy fr(!c or 

at u nom!n;,1 cost. ­
. Uut a sorvey of 750 families l1y the monthly Family 1'(: lUa~n7.in(' 

found th~,( only 26 IleH-cnt use scn:euing software, most of them 
because it is huilt in t(J their web hruwsers {)t' offered by their 
online service providers. 

Just 4 percent of parents use screening silftW;trC when they Imy 
and instaU it on their compt~ters! tile magal,inc SUI'VCY said, 

The Supreme Court in June struck down :t law designed to keep 
cyhcrsp.lec's scamy side away from ebildren. It said the 1996 
Communications Decency Act, in attempting to protect children (I'om 
indecent material on the Internet, improperly restricted the 
frcc~spcech rigIits of adults. , 

Hoping to avoid ~ough government rcgufatio,ns somc in-Congress 
and some anti-porllOgraphy groups want, the industry has been . 

.working on vol..{ntary efforts, backed by the administration, to ~ake 
tire Internet a safer,pl:tcc'for. kids. _. , . 
APNP:12.02-971l46EST 
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Gore pkdgc:i goV! action 011 nct porn 
WASHINGT00J, Dec, 2 (UP1) Promising to "chi!d~proor' the Internci, Vice President Al 

(lore says th(: administration and online service providers will work together to cleanse 
cyberspace of child pornography and other i~lcgallll<!tcria!. 

Gore also announced today a new public awareness campaign nbout child safety in cybcrsp.lCc, 
and unveiled a 91 l-.style hotlinc for parents and net browsers to report illegal activity. 

The vice president was addressing the lntcmct Online Summit for Kids in Washington, which 
has attracted Internet giants such as Amer!ca On Line, Time Warner and the Disney corpor:ttion. 

The snmmit is designed to develop voluntary industry codes to help parents filter.out obscene• 
. pornographic and dangerous material, h:ut is und~r attack from pro·fatn~ly groups, who want 

mandatory blocking sofl,ware on sch~o.l and'library computerS, ~d the frcc speech ,Iobhy that 
opposes all regulation, ' 

Gore rejected both argument'), saying he preferred to work w1t~ the industry. not regulate it. 
Gore said. "The Internet industry must gain the trust of America's p'arents.".othen.visc it should 
"prep~e itSelf for a massive public backlash against this exciting medium." 

He la'unchCd a'new pepartmcnt of Education gui~e 'for p~rcnts, to, breach the 
"techno-generation gap" and help'thero supervise their chilurcn's net surfing, and the "Think 
Then Li~" awareness campaign using loen! town hall meetings. < 

The industry and law enforcement agencies will alsc.-sign a "zero tolerance" agreement to 
aggfcssivcly enforce an1i~stalking, child pornography and obscenity law;;, and the Justice 
Deportment will sponsor 
a cybcrtips hotline (1.800~843-5678) for rePorting illegal, chad· oriented material. 

" ' 

Copyrigh; 1997 by Uni;cd Press International: 

An rights reserved.' 
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JVlAIlJ·· a"Codn 

~~i:~~~~~~i!':'i!~:t:~:~~~~! factions 
nast.·Yet few observers 

in 1993, when an 
went to the poils 

violence and actual attacks, A 
transition.was hailed as a moow 

demOcracy-building. 
Almost from the start, though, those coura­

geous voters did not get the international support 
they:needed. Hun Sen, the Vietnamese-installed 
n:1er from 1979 to 1993, and his'People:s Party' 
unexpectedly lost the election, despite a campaign 
of intirrjdation against. other parties. Yet, again 
through cOercion and threat of lorce, he was per­
rrjtted to muscle into the government as co-prime 
ml:1ister, esSentially negating the election results, 

'Since then, the United States and its allies bave 
given' Cambodia substantial amounts of aid. But . 
they have qot condi~oned.it on fuither democrat!· 

'.. . 1( 
.,zation, such as the est(ll;lis~ent:of. ¥1dependent­
coUrts, election commissions; and, other i.:1Stitu w ' 

Dons. There was little proteSt, when 'Hun Sen's 
party began forcing indePendent voicesou! oithe 

· government, refusing to register new.political,Par··, 
, ties' and oiliervnse:moving to reimpose one:.party,' . 
rule. .'. " .' , ' 

This W~eke!ld milit<!IY forces loyal 'to .Hun ·Sen .• ttacki;d;luid; at least in the capital, defeated' 
forces loyal'to the other arprlme nlinister,.l'i:u,ce
Norodom Rtmariddh, who has tied to l'aris.:Niiw 
Hun Sen's troops are said to be rounding uP.pOliti, 
cal enemies: at least orie senior officiill from the . 
losing sidlds reported to bave been executed. In . 
the countryside, a civil war may be resum.mg', " 

Yesterday U.S. officials properly conde.mned 
Hun Sen's use of force, while still declining tala' 
bel it a coup-because then.:he law would require 
a cutoff of aid, The intet"n3tionarCOm.."l1unlty needs 
to do more. Belore all hope is lost of gettingCa.'Ii' 
bodian democratizatiori back on track, the United 
States as well as Ca;nhodia's neighhorsin }\SEAN 
should make dear that tltey wilmot reeognize .• 
government installed by coup d'etat, that they will . 
~ot keep giving.aid to an illt::gi~te 're8i:m~ ~d , 
that they won't accept any phony,electi0ilS orga­
nized in an effort to pretty up the coup. Allything 
less is a dissenice to ,those 89 percent 

. , 
. \., i:"', '>, , , "' ., .'* , 

.An IntBJ;net Summit ':::""~;i~"Wzi 

". " " 

HAVlNG CLUNG till the bitter end to the 
wrong side·in the Internet indecency case, 
.the White House now is reachihg to claim 

ieadership of both sides at once. In statements last. 
,week, the preSident lauded the new medium's 
fre~dom from reL1ulaticn and' its potential ~o un­
lock global commerce. He called on foreign .gov­
ernments to follow the u.s, lead in avoiding "un· 
n~cessary 'regulations [and} cumbersome 
bt;reaucrac:es,ot including Content restrictions; on 
e!~tronic commelce. At the same time. he stoke<l 
th~ same emotional urgency about child safety , 
that had fueled the initial and understandable, 
though constitutionally wrongheaded, support for. ' 
indecencY",legislation. He summoned parents, 
child-advocacy groups and anti-porn. activists arid 
i..'1dusUy leaders to a White House swiunit to ex­
plore how to make the Net safe' for children ' 
through flIters and other technicil means. 

Such are the wandars of cyberspace that main­
tair.ing this acrobatic posture on Internet regula­
tion may turn out to be.perfect::~p?ssible. In fact 
It may turn out: to be the only poSItion" that makes 
practical sense: It is true, as the lawmakers who 
voted for' the DecencY Act were all too aware, that 
parents have new grounda' for worry about their 
kids', exposure to the outside world if there' is a 
r:.etworked computer and an, rnternet browser in 
the house', But it is also true that restricting such 

. i,•. '. ,:.... ; ~ '.i' 

expo~ure Carries' negative: ~ well' as ,pOsitivt!.co~- : 
sequences and th.t the .balancing act is onetliat .. 
indhidual parents ought to be free to make.. 

The White House sesaion is'intended to·pW 
pressure on software. manufacturers::ru\d Seri:i~' 

· providers such as librarieS to 'sclf-reguJate3l\d 0(:', 
fer choiCes to parentS, a"the TV rating;,: pepple 1 

were "persuaded" to do after siini13r jawbOiling. It.', 
has the advantage that the Internet PeopI¥,~.; 
· the TV'folks, already have every'ini:entiVe.to dO . 
this, including .financial one,lGiventhat built-iIi' 
coincidence of interests, the administratioD'needs' 
to be careful not to push too liard mid perhaps 
stray back into constitutionally,ijang<irQus.wliters: . 

The Supreme Court rejection' of the 4ld~ricy . 
legislation did'more than jus! tree'U.s; Iriternet 
users from woriy·abo~tW)predict;tble litigatioo 
and heayY pena:ties. It sent a fail-Iii clear signal to. 
6ther countries that )heir own S'!Ieeping effortS to 
clamp dowri on content would be, easily Joiled by' 
the existence Of a large.andunfeti,ere.d poIjJon of 
·the Internet that lies 'outside their borders but 
that. because ,of. the meruum's nature. is easily 'a~ 
,,"ssible to aU. U.S. signals over the 'next 'few 
months thus will be, earefully watched;,The 'ldmb­
istra.tion 1$ sensibl~. to ~y Out a"ca~,tto.4s-.appx:o~ich' 
that'seeks to take all 'these, :warring' ~feieSts ~to 
account. 

m~dlla5~tOltVost 

, . WEDNESDAY, JULY 9, 1997 

http:every'ini:entiVe.to
http:resum.mg
http:condi~oned.it


I 

Parents aSK: uvm lII&.va ••_­

$afeguards gular el!uug~? 

., ""', 'lin" AI' . T " 'ii' b"' USA !OD'" 	 ()() S ava a e . , 


, 


"WASHINGtoN _ O(l.<lInE companies. Inter­
'. ,,-,' . riel advilCtlWl> end the ftde::al go'lemrr.e»l are 

" • $tt1Imbllng thl$ ~k I.¢ $l';ow
mtS (afe about making tybe:'­
spaet sale tor kids. 1M t.\e ....: 

,QUest!onmut\yNtl'ihypare:lts . 
MVfo tIS thel!.tMklre:i t:.lck 00:0 t.....e We'l;l aga.:n 

. ' may be: IS \1 e:\Ough? - " 
.. At M¢nday'$¢pen!t\gcf an \lnprecede.,ted r.a­

tlOnal S'Jmmlt Mre alrr.ed at prOlectlr.g cltlldren 
(In line, oompar.le$ touil!i1 tool$dulgted tDblock 
~1l$~le COn~ftflt MIIOC4CYUOU?$ dlstrtbUted . 
'saf~rtmg t\!ls li."Id recommended Web Slles 
Wtlh compelllng eQucv.tlona\ content . 
· Sotertaln.r.'lllnt empIres DlSnay and Time 
:Wi~tr;ail with dl!;(!pS1.llJ(ts In m!l-klngthe Inlet­
nd a maln1tream rr.ASS medlum.salQ lbey'U ell, 
list such chAracters !)$Uie 'DU'ee UrJe p~ and 
Fl'to Flintstone te) leatIl ldas to be wary or 
strmlgers In cyberspace.

•• ArUt todlW,"Vlce President 
, 	 ~re lUl(!,ottIe~ lOp govern­

ment (i!!eiaI$ v.~1l m!\l\e ap­
. 	 . . __ ~ to ~e oU;er 

lnl\.lalh'U. t~Udjng a nafumalltnt tine 10 report 

· c),bm:.-imes iltvIDV)!\g cl:Mren and a_"ztl'o rot­

lltafl(;e# pc!(::, 0(\ cnlld pi)rMgruphy 0(:. the Net. 

. 1\l\(tn totethor, the dorts sm:oo ImPressIVe. 

· But mM!' parefllS, test In a mlUe of otW tect;ool· 
ogS: may need more. ' ' ­

~We'te hearing loud aM cl¢.1r U\a.; jit!Ter,;s 

. Please He COVER STORY nt."(t page ..-.' _....­
cOnUnllt4 trom 1,\ 

' 

jUlI !eell7il!l"Whel:'H~O,' Sly.; Robln Raskin, edlt.or (If Fum/" 
• I)'PC magazme. 1M ltiliga;tlMfS real!er Wl"o'eYS $ur,ges\ only 

aOO'JI Z~ of Ne! paree'S use bl~kll'\g software whtn they 
halte to il'lStalllt on their CCmptHers. 
. Sul"o't'YS Jlmlll'nerv\ews ~nd some parents doubt Ihe vulue Of 
sucI:.1~hl'lOlo8:Y, ""'t'll(h Is aImed at blocking, or "fIItertng." Db­
jtctklnable material bCfore It gelS 10 the comput.er screen. 

''I'm do!ngthe flt.ennll." Sil}'Ji John [Iowen Qf Jackson, M\ss., 
whose son is In eighth grade. "MQSt )(Jds that age, ~\ wQu::l take 
them about 1~ minutes to get around tM l!Utrs. Uthey're halr· 
wily complltet- U\mte or t..'ley'lle go\ lriend$ III SChool that 
a"1! " . . ,"i Ihlr.k 1M lnlemCru lieat !);mg tor O\Y kids to get on. bl.t 
I-m worned atxM whallbl':Y mlgltl set Ir.lo", say!}>eys::l ROb­
er'..s c-I TYler, Texas, a ~\).year<lld mQther Qf"(O'Jr yl)ung kiQi. 

, 	 ,', • . .- "1: qUf$!!O:l \'low ettectl'le
' V'ER' STORY lr.e softWare really-is. "CO"''''~''''C!.= ..~ t'\'ll' heard II. doesn't W1)rk 

. . ' nil that weU h • 

. DeSpite 1M' ternl I~l mttll!$ nvtr Irtt<1Om or lpe«n in 
cv~act, almo:i! hAlf or all p,:>rents wink there o\.I~~1 to he a 
tnw: 'fS'N lu! lnternel cootent sh¢\lk! be rtg\!lated somehow, 

, "famlh'Pe foonG_ 
. I. Co~ trIet! mal v.i\h tile CammuflkauQnS ne«r.cy Aq, 

whiclt,would have l:l::\l'\Ia~d. pumng "lndecen(" met(!ria: where 
kids might,et IL The Supr"me CO\lrt it Junt eYe,lU~M' Ine 

"' la~ ss'\!ntt>nst\t'~tieML 

,


M'aking famlUes f~el comfortable 
., _ 

So rr.2.kh"og lamilles 1',1\/1 tile RObertlneel more ,;:omfon.aole 
, or. the Internet 1$ crucla,l lot r~arlY !!"eryone at Itle "Focus on , log.on. Whenever a r ...!w screen name Is registered. lite lIser 

Ct.lldret>" summit, . . 
" EdliClitCI'I teat Sludel'llS will miss OUI on Iln e>:citing flew 
-'. leammg tool: th'll O.'1·11ne Ind\JSI!Y worrieS thlll a mainstream 

. market wl\l (lj!lIlIt, mll.terlallze' without family ~ructpa\i?fl" 
Law enlorcemef'll nmc\alS feaf crimlf'lllts w\!l tat&et \l;lds: 
wnese parl!nts don't undeJ1ltar.tllM dMgel'lon l!ne. Arlopolln-" 
clans feel pressure fram lIotern to- step In anc ~~ i\, ". • 

.Some IreMpee~h grOUp$, Including tilt: Amer:a:1 '1vl. Lit>­
ertil!S Utlinn, l',AVI! crltklttd O\lel".ng.loo\s, sa)lng 1l'1ty'rll not 
el"IIClilie anO tha"t ttlll)' halle the pc\ent!td to ue;;nme cer.sor, 

for parental u,se ' 
Pnren!al control toolS are 

6eslglle6 to blotk a'~es:s to 
1eXl. plcr~res. or ClUlt roorJ1$ 
It'.al may be utl5ulUlble I{)r 
kidJ.. No lOOts are 100<:\ fell· 
able; not All do me' :l.:l.me 
things; and some m~y bloc.k 
some valuable sites-, 

Tools art ava~llIble Irom; 
"Internet Ut'Ylce tiro­

vlders. All major cammer· 
clal on.-line servkes and 
rr.any regional and loca~ 
servlce provlde~ otter con­
\.1olJ iree Of for a small Itt. 
!«I;),.,,\)' romplrJes, inch:.dlng 
"'rnef~01 Online. aaow par, 
ent:!! to set up aecounu with 
ClkIenl 1eve'1J {)1 t(!l\trol$ 
lor oHfe:ent ages. 

,. CiJmputcr -and rcull 
stores. Stimd-elone hlodting 
and CiUenng SOftWare wen 
jU SUrfWatth ano Cylltt Pa' 
trol m\!St be insU>lled on the 
hOOle PC Most nlock lIetw 
to site; Wenti(ied IIJ loop' 
propr.t.{e by tM companies, 
US'.s mcst IX: freQI.;-cJ!\iy C?, 
dated: sa,,"'y Idd~ may be 
able to dlsable 1M conlrOls. 

.. Web brc ...."ers. Somc 
brcw~jng sofr...art, s\,I.;;h· tiS 
MicrOSOft s Internet E~plor· 
er (ven;IOns 3 and n eOl'\' 

. talns a bum.ltl leature that 
j" blOCks Web sUes baseo Ofl 

.third-pan)' ~ti!'l8 S)-'Sterr.s-" 

'Don't expect magic' 

, "Pare..,tlng !n tile 2151 

Ctt\1\Il'Y 15 gok.$: to [n\'{ljve . 

tIIa medium In a sigl'lltitant . ' ' .. 

way." $:l)I$ Christine Var, 

ney, who \! chairlflg tht 


. 5'Jmm!l A mOlher oi tWO 
, young ch!1dN!n, Varney un­

ul re<:ently was II member 
01 the FeaeroJ Trade Com· 
mlS1Ioo, and prt1loed al 
heAtit'.3' on /I nu~r oj In, 
terr.!!.1 lSGUt:$. , 

The· h!derlll J!,lwt!mmen! 

15 ta);'11'.g an ~Ily hl&h 

p«Itill! at Ute summit, Core 

ts &ehedllle4 to 5;)tak U:IS 

mcm!fl~ foU"wed by Edu­

callen Secrtinry RIChard 

Rlley, Commerce S«UUiry 

wiUlem 03!ey and. AU¢fIley 

Generol Janet ReM.. " 


~t1lht! !ntllfOO is ever 10 

tWlle ilS Nil polenual,,",,e . 

must aodl'tSS tM real am, 

cems of Amerlea:s fam!!lei 

tly pun",dlng IOOls tt..a! are 


, tiS~)' 10 !.1st IS lt~ 1V ~e. 

.mottl conlrol," says DOfl 

(;11'$, Gore'5 chlel_domeslk 

poli¢y IIdvillOT,' . 


The' ".er''Holerllnce'' 
chlld-porl'lOgrllphy policy 

being annour.ced by Core 

w!1i er.courage Interne! ser, 

vice prOlildel'! to 00 more, 

vigilant ~n- keeping the al· 

ready·\\1eaal materill! off 

the Net. II f.$k$ providers, 

when poo5lble, to "re;TlOYe it 

aM \c~rate> liggres:.i~

11' wil."l \ftw enforcemeN:' 


Summit orgar.iZers are ,outingII' new era of ~rfUion M­
tween on-Une compamd. aM pernmenL "The~'! ~ Ire. 
menOoos !!rogtess I!S< Ii result 01 won: ledlng lI~HO \I>u $lJrnmil 
!Wente past six TOOr.tlU,~ says A!'nerlca Online attorney John 
Ryan, (Records of on-line UW1 sUll woo'1 be ban(iet! oYe, 
without approprime ~ AOLsays) " .' , ' 

Among other lnltiauves anl";ouru:t4 Monday: -' 
.. Creation o! a national !o\l-free Cyuel'T1PUne (!I(l!J.s,~ 

~7a}, ,!,here panmu can rep«t Mp!dO'.rt lnclden:s or aIHI:ne 
actlvl!}'. The hOt !lne \Ioijj be tul"; by Ule I"nllnnal center I<lr 
MISSing and EJoploned Children, With hm.dir.g 1rom bo:h :he 
!ederel gt.'.-'ffllmel'll ane !lle «lmpu>er in(llJstry. 

.. In!errE. ctlt!lps:lies will Mlp make trainIng vldeO~!(I turfl 
Jaw enlorcemer.: (linters iflto hlgh.:tech "'tYbCf«O)')S" "'lIt! Ihe 
e>:perHse ~ry to ltlvestli/ile NeHelated crimes.' ' :'-­... Tile go....rr.mem al50 Is aon!lllnellig II new boOklet, TIl!' 
Po~nts Gl.<ide to Jlli Internet, by the Dept of 8duca.!ioo, Par, e:,
ems can gel Il. free copy by calling 8004172,1),;1,21. or refill rile 
lull t~ on I1fle li! www.ed.gov, 

... America Online wm make acct'$.'l to \~ parental comrols 
-fru;ier, with II permanenl·polr.HInct<110k unk 10 the centrols­
area Irom lheWelcome screeo membeJ'l see ~ery tlme ;rtf)' 

w\!l be asked whetller \1 wit! lit used by tI child, a;-,d prommed 
to !Urn on the eontro:S. 

AO" also ~ ltutlcn!l'lg Il -new »I'<elghoorr.ood Walch" pro­
gra~ and panll: buttOOS 1Bbe1ed ":-to'JIy "OL" to rt?Q1\ lnap" 
pro;n';.ate behaVior or pagt a rJltt member tur as$l:!:ann«. 

.. A X1d-sale e-mail program crealed by Disney On·t,lne fOf 
:r.err:oers of DiSney's Daily SliISI, (wwwA!SrIeytUlSl«:m), lIS 
on-line service for kldl. Dts-ney also IIr>OOUru:t4 plans tor a 
ramUy<>rlented lnterntl dlrec\Ory Qf Ilt000sands of child-iafe 
Sll¢$. and a We~ saletY eOuonloo (Ampalgn 1~ kids. . 

snip-lools. . . ,,"Time w'an\et's on·line safely eGucslion campaign U$K 1'.£ 
. But "\It~'re: not Irylni\ 10 Impooe an:i\l'ilog on l\11j1b!Xly: says Cartoon NelWtlrk to puMlsh a r.ewsiener end host cllau; on 
Stell'! (b&!, chaIrman nnd CEO cl America Ofllme.. NWe Te try~ !ate!)' 1sWts. as well as lOaning Hannl\ Barbin'$. characters 

, "mil' 1(1 empow<r parents for wdl as Fred Flintslone and ~y.Doo to Arnerial Onlne tor 
\heir families. 11 shouldn't sa!ety educt<:.l:)o" 
be aoybody ether than par- Fallh Coruon 01 searue, Wit", twO teeru: aM a +-ytlu-o:d, S<I\,5 
erm, dtlcid!r.g 1N I.hem_ sheeppree!ate compan!es' e::-or.s. sr,( tI~'t k.'IOW what the 

'selvd "'rot lhttf {hlldren, answt:rb. bu,she dOeSo'1 think the Wel)Shoo!d be'olle big freth 
sre, fo~...IL , ' <"I !i'.8.ned eu; :hlnkJflg tilere 5h¢1J1t! be no regu!at1on but Ihef1 ''J, 

. 1stan~ being O~ line more. It'S 1Ike lelevlslOI"l, I'm crlflS1!lntty , 

lurnil:g G!f the TV a."Id sayina 'nls lSfl't lpprepdale... , AS a 


, parent I'd !i~e lU be able to screen really ... ~olcnl cOnteflt But ! 

don't 'Want !he ,go'lcrnment to do It", 

The industry agrlles:
':We think ii's very imporunt thai lr,e :nteroet become a 

l~mny·lrieMly place," says DiSney Onbneprt$ldem'):ake Wm' 
eonum. "Just d.on·t e>:pecl mate, 11'11 very compleJl Issue," 

.. ' . 

" ' 

http:www.ed.gov
http:Mp!dO'.rt
http:comput.er
http:oompar.le


\VhiteH-olise Internet sunimit 

finds demand for regulation'. 


BOWn1M described how their son. John, 16,
Sy'Jl."il'Vlr ,1earn;o' hew to find ,;ornogrnphic sites 
T_! ""l~,"O'O"""'" while a stucer.! ,at West Spnnyfleld HiLth 

A three-dal' confeuHlce aoout the Inter· Scheol 
nel'is riO! doing '!noush to prolect ehild;en. ;"When the leach!!! would deporl the 
A coalition of n dozen croups ~nmy,mced 'classroom fOf,li few mjn\lt~h, {me (lithe StU' 
yesterdey. '_ ' 	 dc:ltS WOu;' call lIP" >JOfJ\Ograp;l}, on the 

Ir.SI<:M. 'It's a very good time in America classroom corcpl.:ter. which h1.l5 rw ?orno· 

to he a ;hild predi1!O(," Famil),' Researc~ sr.aphic blocking Ilevicc, lind Ithe boys] 

C9unei! Presiciem Gary Bauer said, "'todllY would gather lIrt)cr,d for the show," 'Mr. 

;hrough the' lr.ternet, you can come [mo Bowman said. 

eVer}, school, lib:ary and home," His $011. added, "The teacher didn't ~ave 


,The coali:lo':> was addressing an Internet , a clue [0 what we wete up to/' 

Onlim: Summit, sponsored Oz' the Cli;)~on · Producing a "bill of rlChlSH from the 

adn:imslratior.,'lhat grew om of, the U.S, Amencan Library Associa;lo~. Kare:; Jo 

Supreme Coun's cecisioll in jLne !e cYer­ Gounaud of the $prinl,lfJeitl.based Femily 

!ur:l the, Comrnl)nk1ltior.$ Decency Act. Friendly :Jbrarics soid the AU. has gone

Ttl... summil ends Wednesdey, on record to oppose blocking public lintllry 


h'lsiead of c()mpellinl: parenti 10 <10 the . i,lccess to pomo[lrnph}'. ' 
c.ensQring, speilkers aaid that newsgroups #The American Library Association, de· I!f 
$Jeh us "al!,sex,Ptldophiita" should be reo spi:e their proud show of cyber guides amJ 

, moved by Imerr.et conter.! ami serv;ce pro· tTaming for parents, IS very much a pan of '" 
viders, suc:; as AT&T, American Online, lhe Interne, problem," she said. "After Ie;!· :I ,--r.I> 

'"' '"' .- ....Mlcn;soft Network, Prodigy anO Nelcom ~ns the S'J;m~me CQurt that the CDA was 
unless they want to be fined. In Germ.:m}', unnecessary because of available blocking .' ­
Compu$erve' eliminated 200 newsgroups teehnbJogy.lhey now threUlen legal trouble l~' '" when threatened with ptwaltiea, said the for libranes and professional censure for ::.:: 
ChriSi:an Coa!i~ic~'s Heidi Stirrup, ;i::rarians .:hoosing that same lechn()I,Ogy, - ' .. 

'~ -!-Iere, onl,' r,or.'!ricl.l C~!ifle has milde a rcr their ~ommunjlY systems," 	 -c:;....serious atleC1pl :Q block $orr.e Of these · ,C:irmen Pate, vice Prtsidenl of Cor.· .". 
croups, slIia SLIce We!son of the Coalition ce~ned I,Vomen for America, said the b!;r­ :~ .:<: 
ior Pro:t(lic;, of Ch:ldren and Families, den for monitoring child use of Ihe In~ernel ~ 

"There is nothin~ in the First AIr.end· shnuld not bt fllaee!! on the shoulders 0(' 
men: that eompel$ people: to' distribute pOr­ btls~' lib;;lflan:>, eilher, Estimating :holt 'lS .---' '-l 

~ f:3graph},:' Mr Wa\;,on silid, p<:rcent or illl:1S !il.n.:nes nre ulready COF' 
PluS, the SJpr-eme Courl did r.ot over, f:<:cted, sl:e SOlO that 70 percenl Qr all cnd· -I!f ....'"-

,urn tM part ,of !he Cllmmunlcation De' dren accessir.g the interr.!.'t do 'so outside -- ;:,.; 
' 

.;ehCY Ac: that pronibits m!er$\a(e ~raffitk· lile home and therefore away from their ;"'!".. ­
inll. 111 obsce:uty involving (he !n:ernet. parents. . ,:S;

o-t ....VlOla{ion of Iha. fl!derallaw,is pUnishabLe There':;: no shortaGe oJ places for Ihem to ;.r,
!:J)"f)V'C years b prison ando S2S0,OOOfme do so, said M.s$ S(irrup, who ellUmated '(,0 . .L:.j''Thus,the govera:nen~ must regulate the there al 12,CCi.l porl1ograph,i: Web Sltes, ~ In:';rT1<:1. mere firmly, Mr, Bauer s.ud, as with 39 explicit new ones lm,:.r.ched Gaily ~ 
parents can'! be expec!!ld to monitor their l~ ,,"' 
cluldren's computus cont;nuously, • Disney roll$ out the cybe~('lct' eQl4il!Cl' 

Spnngfield residents Gene and Roberta len: oj 0: gated ccmmunil)' for kids. 87 
, " - , '- ­

AIDS will orphan 40n1illion . 

EpidemicciJts life span, economic grO\vth inThird World 

• 
fat Gl'e;tt~r t!-;",r, \VaS prtviously es- lensed Jl re;!Ort lust :nonth predicI- '-.91 TO'i' Marshall 

,...t ""~~"Q:O« l''''U mr	•.:ued. , , , ing that mere than 40 milhon chil-, ", 
More than 42 million people dren in the 23 woril·hit countries .",'

'By the }'ear 201Q, more thu:l 40 worldwide have been ir.fec!ecl. and -	 mW:ly in Afrk:a - would be lefl "" 
mi:lio!1 pecple likely will have died 3:1 6 mEhan are l\vir.c: with HIV, \\j(hcut or.e or hoth 'pafents JtJ-. 
~f ,\1 OS, but more devastl!ti!',g Will 	 'tuu~e of AJl)S by 2000 ' "T.ial'! near:: doubl~ tht :1um"'L', Ihr :ljselise's effect on an i:i\' 	 Some ccwntries: In Afrlcu have'be: we had prellQusly caleul;lteC,";:n:'Lld ~O rrjHicl1 children WtJ 	 more thlm 5 percen~ of ,he;l; POP:" " ,\ie PlOt wid, addinl:' that Ihe num- .wi!! Qr crphnned b} lh:qui)'cc im· 	 ulations affected b;(AIDS:' '. ,bers reponed mean one or everymune defIciency synurcme, ek' 	 "AIDS-reltllea mortality' will : >'100 adults in Ibe' M!xua1!y t'ctive .puts said yesterCllY. . , ' 	 elin'ur.ate the Cliins mude in'ehild;,ages of lS to 49 w;trldwi(.lc is in· , 7h<: c;ndernic ;1\ not over," Dr, 	 survival ;wer the pas;' 20 years::: ' feeted .,.:i", HIV. ' ' P(ld ri.;H, executive direclo:, of 	 Mr Alwood said ' .. 
I,~C tlr,b,J Nulic:>'s AIDS pC-OR("m 	 Based on UNAlDS :;(:·;J3flS. ' Jr. counlrles ncl:1).',;:> Africa, Mia" 
:;J~'AJl)SJ 'and one cf thl! w­ '1.6!}O children die every dr..y from aod Lalm America, HIV·AlDS is ,'.
ClS;;o"crerS of the Ebala virus, lold Al!)S: and as many ilre oo~;) m- r~pidly reversing years of hard· 

J' neW$ conference ml.lrking World reeled wilh HtV. " ' WU:'1 progress ill econom~c nnd w­
..\I;)SJ),,~·,- ,"The pandemic cor.linues to" eiul oevelopmen\, he said. " ' ,. ­

;>')e PtOI salt! {leW drugs ute grow,' ,., USI year ~here w(:~e aI, , "We ha\'-e t'o!te in {he devc!opbg 
~el;;irig :0 contrel, ~t:c ,human mos~ Qmillion :Jew HIV iMec,ions world a;)d Uiken;the avenige nye ' 
)mmllrloceficier.c\' viru$ in a It'S.' from abou, <12 to abo'Jl 62, )'c'J ','That translates into )6.000 new in·,peop:e, but :he drugs co mll cure' 'fections every ell}" an:) a very sub· . carnsay thaI ,mymore because life' . 
the diseflse and the drugs are not 	 expectanc.y,· which has been .:'stanti.:il ponic:t of those ure infants
<l\:aj~::tble tn mOil de\'el,opinr. coon· and adolescents," said Sally Shel· . sle;tdily on lhe rise.ft't the lasi ",' 
:n <:5, wn·Colbj\ assista;)t adr:i:r.istrator , ~hree decades, witi' drop 10 40 

Hi 'n:1::llt:aders'chna)or ligen· for US, A!D's GloN'l1 Prcgr;.\f;1s, year,; or less in nine S·JD·Saharan 

ccs b:ll1hng All.)S inclLdir.g Flelas SIl?pOr; 'lnd Re,w:lrch Bu· 'African countries,'by the yeu

tn~111I1cJ'$ of the L:nitcG t\aliem, 	 2010, main;y'becau$e 0: this dis­reau, ' 
;;n:) the t: S, AgenC} '[or Intcr:\;.., ease," Mr. Alwood llald. ,

'!lon,,; Development, s;lcke ~es!er. "In iacl. the fastcsi-!:rowilll; ralC "in countries like SOHWan;t, ', .. 

cn~' ir: Wasilinltton seeking worid· orlr.~I'east of HIV is among {pco· Zambia il!H! Zimbil'owe,' which ' 


. w:(]~ ~uf'p[!:·' \0 fIght Ine spre"c c; 1':eJ bel .... een the ages of L'i ana . 

Hl\' rillC AIDS. ' ;?4,".she HljO, . trir '~Qa\,e0 h;~a~le 1:~r;~:aFJt~~ '~'. 

'rh' \\(d;J He~lill On;';fllz;;L:l'j Brian At\\(,.od, dll'uc;or of US. ,AIDS, \,e'H tee I:fe' expectancies, 
~,', Il~~!'j,,;!'.<:·.i ,\ ft:pCI'I I'l.';! \,~'<!k Ill ­ ,All), s.(!i:1 cr.ihlrC'n life startmg !O u>...mmel 10 around 30 j'earS'wilh 
':'" ";'\';1: 'Il:.! ;1\.;' Hl\:·:\lD5 ep,\lo;mi~ 1$ suffer the'most, His agen;,:r 1'1"" Ihisepidemic:',' , " , 

" i, 

'<, 

" ":". 
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http:At\\(,.od
http:w;trldwi(.lc
http:Imerr.et
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loday's topic: REGULATING THE INTERNET 

Net concems:.Keeping 

sniut awayfrom'kids .. 
• 

, 	 , , " , 

Sex sells. And fam:ly vah.:es do, toO. by youngsters. The cour!. ruled that the Jaw 
[n that reaJ;;y hes the best hor:e for par· inhibited too 'much adult expressIon. Bur 

enlS to get so:;:c control over wha! their a:1othcr bill, tVif1&, aeeess to 4dult images:o 
kids see OIl the 1nte:mel. gelting a credIt card n\.:~ber. may be acted 

Monday. :some key service providers, on next year. ". 
during Ol,summi: on kids and the !::terne! ' Eveh iflegal; Mleh a measure is'lmpractl­
in Wa5hlnglon. D,C.. announced steps :hey cat Laws are local or ::utionaL The Internet: 
would :ake 10 m.Jke it tougher ,----"-',' is gJobal.'Th~re wi!! alwuys be_ 
fo; youngste"r5 !O .:lC'ce$S dirty someplace with eJSV access thut .. 

_	images an .\he Net America U:S. laws can't reach. -. , . 
Online, Disne;: and others :- - Tech'nology .offers 'a bene]' 
p~omis-ed to provide new 'soft- option. New .ond.beuer screcn~ 
\~;,j:e aniLothc:r tools :0 block ing software: like that an· 
kids from sites with lurid sC;l.ual ' , nounccc. rylonda:-, promises \Cl : 
or viO!e:'ll tnatenaL block the Viewing of r.1osl.aduh 

ThoSe b\lsinc~,scs have more 	 material Parents !TIere!!,' need' 
than just., passlng \:'cncem- for to lea;;: how :0 use'it. 

children :1: i",e~lfl, Ybey also The downside: Screens may' . 

.:now their cyberprofns ccu!d "Technology filler,out valuable infollnallon.·' 

~icKer away Ii ka~s of pomQi;- is not a ' Sc~ecning for' the ,word ."sex" 


. rOophy scare pOorents Qfftht' Net. :ep:acement can blOCk fac~ abou; sexual re· 
LI;';~ vld\.'o o~llll;!s ;>.4'.: ca""" f produC:lon or Paul Revere's'" or good

no X·rated \'fdt:os the\" don'l 	 warningtoev\:'ry Mid-dlesex vil. 
'.'.,ml: to' :os~ fo.mi'ly, bUsiness. parenting." . ,lage and farm. A study by 'the; 
F;,\\'er th:m ~% of ;ntemet si:es' Steve Case, C!::O no::p~ofit. Electronic Privar;y' 
C:l:TY sexuo!ly ei.piicil matcriaL" America OnHne: lnformatlon Center found thaL 

'They S:lO\.lldn'l sca~ fJmihes one systt'm blocked 9{l% of the 
::lway'from lhe im:7.cnse- educational an.d American Red Cross' :TiaieriaL . 
corrimercjjj opponunities the Net offers, - ,That's mostly.:.I maHer of fine·tuning thc·" 

Some· SIlHt' ond feder::!l lawmakers. programs, What's imponanlis Ihai porehts 

though. go too' far in tryir::g to protect the have tools to·govern theil kids' l:itemet usc 

!"\'OOli.lm J.nd J.;ids from n;lsly messages,. and 'that Internet finns have incentives ;0 


The Sllpreme (oun i:1 June struck down .keep kiC$ ow;:;)' from obscene sites. .' . '1 : 
,(h{' Comr'!)uoic:nions -Deccoc\', AC1-.th:J.; Self-interest powers ',ibe Jr,ternCL one '; 
\\()ukl h:l\'c PI.:!·o hd on rontelit acces,sible parents pay a 1m .ofthe bills, . 

j5A TODA.Y· TUESJAY. DEctiv'BER2i 997 
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. ... ." ... ,: 
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Bv Leslie MiJler 
' 

I~JL.vtoleraIlce' on· childpom' 
, 

'.' . . ... Kids'. o·n·lIne.· risks.·. The. Ihree 
. Notebtiok biggest are pornography, pre~,ato:s

tiSA TODAY. . and ··their own poor JUdgment, saId 
.'''ASHINGTO·N - Trade' g,,".ps; national hot line (800~.j3.5678)·to reo h:tternet colum~ist LaITrY Magid ~~y"

'" ort c bercrlmes Involving the sexi.l·' Ing a panel discuSS on on sa .
c
 

representing 95 lr of lrlternet pr~Vl(k ~l exploitation of children and a pub- ...t. Tea'chlng ~fe Net behavior Is better 

ers say Ihev wtll COClperate with a Ilc awareness campaign with". than relymg 0." blocking tools, he 


'.nev.· "zero torerance". policy by law' Indust .funded lV ads and mallings said, because I~ add!tion to. sexual. :.' . .
enforcement'to crack dow~ on Chil~: on Ne7 safety. 10 71 mlllion hous~: material on line, IheY,!1 have to dea: ':.. 

. pornography on the ]\"et, VIce Pres.l· holds An "'Internet Teach.ln'.' -Is.:. with people who are racists or be!, :....' 
dent Al Gore said here Tuesday. '., Plann'ed for next fall and the Depart.·. IIgerent .or nasty or who h.lt on YOU' 

· Tha! means canceling the ac· fEd at'on is' offering a free Panehsts 'agreed there s no sue 
.'. 'counts and helping p·~osecl!t.e users', ment a ~c / the Internet, avail. thing as' IOOrk protection: "Evenh 

'.":( 

dealing in such matenals: saId J.ohn ,. Parents G11\I.de i..gOQ.USA.LEARN. monitored chal rooms can only be as ''"'.'',. ",Ryan, a lawyer lor Amenca Onhne ... ab~hbY ca m~ continuing today, Is gOOd as the people who are the rnonl· . 
lfparentS'concernsabOutdangers. e s~mml,. to'address Issues. tors," said Michael Sears of Surf. 


are not adequately-addressed. there the !It:St In a series r kids now Watch one of many prOducts that 

wiU be "'a :nassive na:ionwid~ back· aff~ftmgAthe 7tit~!~e~~~~i!!iOn wi!! lets pa'rents block unsuitable contenL 


· lash that WIll stunt the growth of the on ne. n es . a . . But such software can help .par. 

new medium, Gore told several hun· be connected in five ye n:. " ents they agreed. "The technology Is 

dred teachers, librarians and compa·. . A!~O d!IS~ussfdr~~~Se~al~' A lack '0; . her~ today, parents Just need 10 learn 

n~ representatives gat~lered at an un· k"WI r~ ~ nagbo~t the Net increases . how to use It," said Gordon Ross 01 

precedented summit ·to address no e,g 's Jean White Net Nanny. . . . . 
children's salety on line. parents lears, said .Lol I PTA which' '"It's' like a seat belt In a.car.- II 


· . He applauded i.ndustry announce·. .presldent of6~e N~li~~~a pare~ts. "In people don't use it, il doesn't do any. . 

ments o/"a growmg.array of tools. represents . m . f e'l '. thing" said Steve Case chairman 

available to "lIller'" and blo.ck .kidS·. many cases, the Internet IS ~a~~:e and CEO of America On'line, o~e of . 


(access to objectionable on·ll!"le con· land and parents}eel they . many companies .that offer bUIlt.ln 

tent. But "the solutl~ns you are devel· pa~:ort t~ ~nt~~~. tra'ining or:" both' parental controls al no extra charge. 

'oping must be solutIOns that ac.tuaw he ~n~ parents as well as legis. '"This Is the beginning of the process, 

work, not i,US! th.at theoretlca y ::~~ne~qUirlng wrltien consent. for . not the end,'" he said. 

'''GIdO,~or,~nOh":~~d. several other . sale. Of. name, ". ddress. or other per· , 


.. uu m... f of kIds under 16 ~ ,Net tips lor p'arents, 40 government initiatives, ·including a sonalm ormatlon . 

Student gun violence creeps 

into small~community schools 


. '.' . . . . . 
· By Deborah Sharp 

uIed 10 begin next year to update gheny UnIversIty of the Health USA TODAY' 
the study. Latest Incidents: Sclences In Phl1adelphla. 

"In remote Bethel, Alaska, a . Experts poln(to parenta(and 
. When a teen...ager squeezed ot!' community ot only 4,70{1 on .the societal Inll.uences that portray 


the fatal rounds at a school In Pa· Kuskokwim River, Evan Ram· .. violence as a way to solve prob­

ducah, Ky., he joined an exclu- sey,. 16, last February fatally lems. Adolescents, with their ten. 

sive but trOUbling group: students. gunned down his high school dency not to consider .the conse­

stalklngsmall.town classmates. prinCipal and a youngster who, quences of actions, are 


'.'We've had a rash of these had leased hIm. Totfng n shotgun particularly susceptible. 
· shootings. Unfortunately, It's be- and a· paper bag full of shells. RisIng gun violence, particu. 

come sort 01 a common way to Ramsey roamed the hallways, larly In blg-clty SChools, prompt. 

get some anention for yourself," II.ring IntermIttently, unU! he was ed a lIurry of programs and legis­

says psychologist peter Sheras of .. capcured after firing at police: . Jatlve action In the early 1990s.· 

the UnIversity of Yirginia. .. In Pearl, MIss., police say The national Safe Schools Act of 


Monday's triple slaying is the' Luke Woodham, 16, stabbed his 1994 required the states to pass" <.
'..:. third multiple killing this year at . mother to death With a butcher laws saying thaI 'any youngster 


a small-town school. .Though the knife on OCL I, before taking a rl· , caught with a gun would .be ex. 

reported number of gun·related lie 10 Pearl· High School,. wher.e pelle<!. Follow.up sCUdies have 

deaths In the nation's schools reo he's charged with Shooting nine yet to be compleled to see how 

mains relatively' small, such scudents, two tatally. .many expUlsions have Occurred. 

cases have nearly doubled in the .. In Ihe farming community But some experts say the ur- . 

past four years.' of Moses Lake, Wash., a teacher ban schools have bene.lltted most 

· About .10% of students over and two sludents were k!lled from concerted et!'orts, such as 

age 12 now say Ihey have taken a Feb. 2, 1996, when Barry Loukaj· metal deteClOrs, school pollce' of­


'. gun to school - up from Just 3%. laS, H, allegedly opened fire in .IIcers, and classes In non-vlolem 

in 1993. In the only national stlJdy an algebra class al Frontier Ju· . ways to resolve conll.lcls. Access 


. of violent deaths in the USA's nlor High Schoo!. . to guns Is actually greater In ru. 

schools, researchers found 40% The deaths leave those In ral areas, where about 40% of. 

of such inCidents OCCUrred 'In small towns and elsewhere gra~ residents own a firearm. Fewer 

non·urban settings: . pIIng with a question that's near· " than 20o/c of clty~wellers have 


. "it's 'shocklng 'When It happens ly Impossible to answer: why? . guns, according to a study last 

in a West Paducah, more so than "The things adolescents dread . "year by the Police Foundation. . 

a Detroit or Los Angeles, because most In life (are) No. I, being hu· The next step may be to trans- . 

wedon'l expect It," says Bill MOd- 'mlliated, and. No.. 2, being ig- '., fer to small towns what works for . 

zeleski, dIrector 01 the U.s. De- nored." says Sheras. . . urban schools: 

partmerit of Educlllion's Safe and ' "T think It's jusl a more unsta·. "Every community needs to 

Drug Free Schools program. .' ble society than in the past. assess and re-assess what they're 


His agency partislpated 'In the There are more· lenslons and:. doing," says, the Department of 
. nationwide study, which tracked .' threats to oneself. and Ihe kids ;; 'Education's Modzeleskl, "It can 


81 IIrearm·deaths 'in SChools·in.:· feel that ·tension:: says Myrna.. happen In your community or In 

1992·94. Data col!eclion Is sched· Shure, a PsyChologist at the AIle-.: my community." 
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Gore Announces Efforts to Patrol lntemct 

8) JEkl CLAUSING LUl 

WASHINGTON - Vice President Al Gore 011 Tuesday (mnoul\\:,ed a series of 
steps - including patrols by Internet service providers, a special telephone tip 

line and a uiltionul public awareness campaign - to help parents and law 
enforcement make the Internet sater for children. 

Al the same time. Gore backed away frum the Climon 
administration's c~irJicr calls for a controversial universal rating 
system to givc the internet something comparable to the television 
V~chip for blocking objection.able sites. 

G-orc I)raiscd indtlstry leadership in developing dive~sc filtcnng 
tools and outlined the lIew the initialives at the "InJg:mct/Online 
Summit: Focus on Children," which was called by the White 
House in July after the Supreme Coun struck dOW!l the 
Communications Decency Act. 

Gore anllOlmced a new commitment for a "zcro tolernncc" policy 
for child pantograph)' on the Intemct. He said Internet service 
provider associations representing 95 percent ofhomc 'ntcrnet 
users have agreed to Ilelp enforce existing laws against child 
pomogr.:phy, 

Gore also said the Justice Department hnd awarded a grant to the 
National Celiter for MissingJ~nd Exploited Children's toU-free 
telephone line - (800) 843-567&) -, and Web silo to rl.:por! 
incidents of child sexual exploitation, including c!lild 
pornography, online, ' 

Rdalcd Audio 
'Vic\! l're~!dc!ll AI 
Gore at :he 
"lmcmctJQll1ilw 
SUI})!lljj: FI'CW, on 
Children"' 
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(jor<! Annmlllc<.'s 
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Jr;tclllCI 

·1110ro·.t.g,hh: 
Modem.:g-g.~$?B: 
·r<lkt§..A:.!~~E!:.\ 
RitlBJ Online 
By Usa NapolI 

Ntw York 
SoowsOlT 
Wired 
'Co\.U\room 
2000' 
By David M. 
Ilalhfinger 

T;h.' V<!f\' L~I<,!~t 
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By A.'iolcy DUlln 

The ProbkO! 
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By i'<.'tC-f Waynt::r 

Togetber these two inltirHtVeS will make" big difference III Ihe 
ahili(y ofpments and bv./ cnfon.;crs to work tugether to ketop 
childrcn safe on Ihe inlemct, Gore :mid. 

"It's a \Varnillg to criminals ilnd u promise to parcnts thcre arc 
Internet police for those activities lhtlt <Ire illegal, and they \'.·ill 
cnpture and !Janish those who abuse the l!Herrle! to harm and hun 
our children," Gore snid. 

The Justice Department was unable to say how many crimes 
against children occur over the hHcnlet because it docs nol break 
out those figures from overall statistics. said a spokesman, John 
Russell. But the !lumber of all child pornography cases filed in 
federal court increased by 129 percent III 1996, he said. 

"The Interne1 is a faster, cheaper and safer way for child 
pornographers to move their product so the child pornographers 
arc using it, as arc pl.ldophHcs in search of their prey," said 
Raymond Kelly, an undersecretary at tbe Treasury Department, 
which also is involved iu enforcing taws against child 
pornography, 

l11C Vice President also announced a new national publi.;; 
awareness cnmpaign, "Think Then Link," that includes'l!l online 
teaching program pcxt fi:1.11, a series of public service. 
anllOtillCemcnts and a national mailing to parents.. 

Also on Tuesday, Education Secretary Richard \V. Riley 
annmmccd the release oflhc U,S, Department ofEducation'$ 
Parents Guide to the Internet to suggest how parents can allo\v 
their children 10 lise the Jntcrnct as <ifj education too! whik: 
safeguarding them its potential hazards. 

Gore, prflising the industry efforts, backed off from earlier 
a.dministration calls for a universal ratings system, embrncing the 
diversity of software filters and technologies that are being 
developed by Int0nlCt companies. 

"You have taken some important first stcps," Gorc said. "I waUL tv 
congratulate you for your efforts in this area.- the search 
engines, the filtering and blockhlg software, the access to 
high-quality children's sites and a choice of rating systems so'thm 

parents can find one that meets their families' needs." ' 

'The concept of \lni\'~rsal ratings is 0pp'oscd.b"y civil liberties groups that successfully 
fought the COlhnnmlcatiotls Decency Act on grounds it improperly restricted the 
free-speech rights pf adttlts while trying to protect children from smut on tbe Net. 
The groups fear mand.atory .ruLings could have the. sam.e .~hiHing c~ect on lntemct 
frec sp<:ech and could provide a ;'road map!! for lat~r mandates on Internet speech. 
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Daniel Wdt:t;ncr.nssociatcd direclof ufthe ~cntcr 


lor Democracy and Technology, one of the civil 

libcrlics gro'JpS thin challenged Ihe acl, applauded 

Gort:'s speech TlJc~day. 

"We beard li'om the administration today Ihallhcy 

support a multiplicity of filtering services," 

Weitlllcr said. "I think they've come down squarely 

saying they supp<>rl different options." 


'I'he Americtill Civil Liberties Union. the 1:1~.c1ronic: 


Frontier Foundation, the Electronip Privacy 

Jnformation Center and other groups had called a 
press; confefCnce before the conference opcned on 

Monday to criticize the emphasis on filtering 

systems that they say block much more than objectionable Internet content. They 
released a study showing one filter blocked 90 percent of the InterneL 

"To them I say blocking your own child's access to objectionable Internet content is 
not censoring - that's caBed parenting, II Gore responded in his speech Tuesday, 
"And, a p<lrcnt's right to block offensive specch is as fully protected by the First 
Amendmeni as the right to issue that speech," 

The Center for Democracy and Technology has taken a more middle stance, forming 
it coalition it saId wi!! work \'\,:ith industry h: prolllOle free speech issues and ensure 
parents ha\'t.: .access to a variety of filtering options, that filtering comp<lnic$ disclose 
fully what Iype of sites their software blocks and to fight any efforts by government 
to regulate or mandate ratings or standards for filtering software, 

WeitlJ1Cr said he believed the summit is a good first step in helping groups like his 
reach a common ground with family and education groups that supported the 
Cummunication Decency Act 

"Hopefully what really will have mattered is we'll be able to look back in [l few years 
and see that we began a dialogue with education and child advocacy groups about 
how to make the Net as good for children as adults;' he said. 

I~clatcd Sites 
]<(lllowing. ab.:: links to ;he external Web sit~'l mentioned in this articte. These siles nre no! part of'l1lc 
New York Times on the Web, and The Times has no COlltrol over {heir content or avallability. When 
'you have finished visiting any of t!~ese sites, you will be able t~ return to this page by cliCking on yoUr 
Web brow>;cr'S "Back" button Of icon uutllthis page rcappcf!.fS. 

• CyberTimes Comoumications Decency Act Home Page 

• Int~~l~tiOnltnc Summit: Focus on Children 

'. National Center for Missing and Exploiled ChiJdren Missing' Kids CybcrTipline 

~ Parents Guide to the' Inte~el 

", . 
3.Qf <1 !2!)XJ7 9:02: Pt, 

Credit: Carol T.l'owru for The New York 
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Vice President At Gore addrCli;liing 
the- Interne-VOntine- Summit: Focus 

on Cbildren in Washington, 
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• Center ItlT DClllocracY..€!I!d TechnoloID: 

• American Civil Liberties Unioll 

• Electron!\: Flo!lticr Fou!I(kltioll 

• Electronic Privacy Inlufll!alion Ccntet 
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He internel control 

New Interne! Parcn! Control Devices Legal, Necessary, Gore Says 
Washinglon, Dec. 2 (Bloomberg) ~~ New devices for parents to control what thc:r chi ttl;-Cil sc..:. 

on the Inlcl1W( do not violate frcc speech, U.S. Vice President Al Gore Silid. ' 
"Blocking your own child's aCCC$S to objectionable Inlcmcl content is not censoring. thm's 

cnlled parenting," Gore said. "A parent's right to block offensive speech is as fully protc.ctive of 
the First All1('!ndmcnt as the right to issue that speech:' _ 

Gore addressed the Internet Online Summit'''Focus On Children," which btl"" attracted 
hundreds of internet industry leaders to discuss pri~atc sector cITOriS in protecting children from 
objectionable web sites or e mail., The sununit is part of an ongoing effort by the industry to 
satisfy PreSident Bill-Clinton,'s charge to better regulate lute,met e:oO(Cnl, , 
, At the surrunit, Microsoft Inc., America Online Inc" Mel Communications Corp" AT~T 
Corp. and Walt Disney Co. have announced they are launching a public education campaign on 
Internet child safety' and a tip lin~ to galh~r complaints'about online' stalking, child porilOgraphy 
and other Internet crimes, . . . , '. - - ­''i'' 

Clinton cJ;aJlenged'the industrY to focuson Internet content regulation after the 
Comrnunjcatio~s Decency Act, a bill seeking to Iil"!lll what material' c;.m be posted 'on the Internet, 
was stmck down by the Supreme Court lost summer. However, a new bill seeking'lnternet 
regulation) c:ommonly known as "Son of CDA"·is in the ~orks. Some. critics h:1VC charged that 
the industry er'Cated the Online SummIt and highwprofilc control to'ols such as AOL's new 
"Neighborhood Watch" so it can for6,8tall govcnuncnt n;:gu!atiOll, 

America Online CEO Steve Case emphasized that the industry's efforts ,Ire genuine, and lhnt 
unlike te,lcvision, discussions on whu,t' the' Internet can and should do ilnbe [ulu,re are alrc~dy 
taking place, 

The TV was <:rcatcd,and "50 years after the fact we have n discllssion nbout Content," Ca<;c 
said. :'We're initiating OI}C from the get:"go." He said he hoped thnt 50 years,from now ' 
discussions like tbese on the Intemet will have helped build something tbat has- made a 
difference. ' 

Currently, 10 million U.s. children h~tVC access' to the Inlt:rnct, as do 65 pcrcent,ofthc nation~ 
schools

1 
Gore said; However, he warned. if the ipdus(ry docs not build succ~sful tools f9f ,", 

parents to protect their children front pomqgrnphy> advertising <:ntrenched in ': educatioo,3]" sites) 
hate material and other objectionable material, the:' industry could soon see "that'number shrink; . 

, . _ : • -; ,'- ,... j.'. .; . • .'- " , .'. . . .....' •., '_. '"", >, " 
notgro}v.',. ,';'.. :,: ..... ,\r:,::·:"":· ,',,',." ~",..",.",\:, .. 

'''Thc.soltl1ion that yo'u are dc\;eloping must, .. not just theoretically-work, it 1llUst actllaUy '_ ~-. 
:'. work," Gorc"said. --Tara Copp in the WaShin"gtorl n~~sro'Qm (202) -624-1820/cal~' '::;,: ,..~, "',~,::' 
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In praise of preaching 


FOUR years ago Christine Varney, White House staffer and proud mum, look her small 
son to cat ill tllC office canteen. A hamburger later, his face smothered in ketchup, the 
thrcc~ycar.old cnCoullt!.:fCd the vice-president. Bravely risking a large dry.clcc:ming bill, the 
Veep bent dowil and picked up the youngster, and carried him upstairs to his office. 'lllere, 
scated' on America's sccqnd-most powerful lap, Ms Varney's child had his first taste of 
computing. __ 

That) at least, is the story as Ms Varney told it Ulis weck t in front of 500 cybcr~actjvjsts. 
" 	Ms Varney was itilroducing ViC(;~Presidcnt Gore at her conference on children and the 

Internet. The audience also heard from three cabinet ministers. as well as the illuminafi of 
the cybcrworld; bu~ it wJ!.S easy to sec why Mr qorc w()ufd choose tn show up also. 1:lcre, 
on the very same day that the attomey-generallct him off the hook'for dodgy fund-raising 

. ' phone calls. was his chane<: to appear before the cameras,as a child~loving tcclmo-sainL 

But Mr Gore had otlier reason..,. for appearing, besides Ms Varney's flattering anecdote. 
For a conference on childrerl and the [ntcmet combines three things that he and Pr'csidcnt 
Clinton,find irr~sistiblc. you can s~lmd optitpistic, futuristic, c,ven (given America's 
dominance of cyber~industries) subtly nationalistJc, just by uttering the word "online". , 
You can s~wld sensitive and rightoou~ly tough by dj~cl,tSSjng the challenge of raising . 

. ' cb.ildren'in a d~gerous world. And. most intrlgu~ngly t c.onfcren~s ha~ a spc;;Cial appeal 

" " ' " - :.. ,"'" 
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to Messrs Clinton and Gore. Indecd, they h,\\'\; become the signature oflhi}> 
admtlli.<;:lnuiim. 

'11ICn:: is il VlCW thm Iawllwkers exist to make law:-;, <lnd that the eXl:cll1ivc exists to cxccul;: 
them. TIns is charmingly old-fashioned. Mo~t of the initiatives of Mr Clinton'5 setond 
term do nO! invo!ve kgisblion ili illl; they Involve preaching. On educall\l!l, the 
administration d'lrcs not impose Ilutionallests by hlw; so it urges ~t<\tes to ndOJll school 
tests vuluntarily, On \\'clfarc refonn, the administration cannot control the mt;: a! whidl 
the indigcHI fiw.l work, so it challenges business -executives to hire welfare mothers. On 
crime, the ~Idmjnistration has no part in getting murder rates down; but Mr Clinlon goes to 
Bosion to showcase the eity'5 success in figbting juvenile delinquency. On race, the 
administration cannot crase the distaste for affinnative action that dominates the Supreme 
Court; $(i it COnvenes ,;: dialogue on the subject, hoping, as Mr Clin1{)f1 said on December 
3rd, that its effects will "spread across America like ripples from a pebble in a pond." 
Having held a White 1louse summit on the eady development oflhc brain in May, Mr und 
Mrs Clinton implored parents to read more bedtime stories. 

Up to a point, preaching is a way of sticking a Clinton~Gore tag on things thal volers 
approve of. Up to a point, it is a way to make the best of limi1cd power, given a 
conservative judiciary, a Republican Congress, and 32 Republican governors" But it is not 
just that The Clintonites senslbly recognise that many big t11ings in life, such as economic 
globalisation and tcchnological advnncc, cannot be resisted by laws or other means, so 
they might as well be welcomed. At the same time, the CHntonites arc not totally 
laisser-faire: they want to "empower" citizens) to '<help people to help themselves", 1\0 that 
everyone is equipped 10 deal with inevitahle transitions. 

This is p('litical1~" astute. Acceptance of change sds the administration apart from 
lcft-\·,..ing Democrats, whQ vest naive hope in lav.'S ruising the minimum wage or 
mandating better foreign labour practices. Meanwhile, a determination to help people Ul.CC 

change marks the administrution off from most Republicans, who show minimal eonecm 
for the lo~;crs in a nm ....kct system, Having staked out this middle ground, the admillis1ri11~nn 
manages to be opiimis(ie about the world, but at the same time justifies its existence by 
promising to improve it. 

And so, ill this week's speech on chtlrln.:n and the internet, Mr Gore waxed lyrical about 
Ihe advent orthe cybcr agc. ("The Jntcmet aIlows our civili&'11ion to take II quantum leap 
forward", he said, betraying his eustonmry originality.) Bur good things can be improved: 
so Mr Gore promised a campaign to help parents introduce children to the cyhcrworld, 
while shielding them from pornography and poedophiJes, The campaign has a nifty slognl1 
("Think, then Link"); it will involve «tcaeh~ins" and "'towll"hall meetings"; it will provide 
parent'> with a "toolkit" of infonnatioll. It will, in short, be a fine example of govemment 
by preaching. 

As well as empowering parents, the administration challenges the cyber-industry. Buck in 
June the Suprcme Court stnlck do\\'l'l the Communications Decency Act, a law thtH 
eriminaliscd Internet pornagf!.lphy. So Mr Gore now seeks to protect children by other 
means: he c<llIs on software firms to produce tools thai VoliU aHow parents to hlock off 
violent or pOTIlographic .sites. Since two senators are touting biIls to regulate Jntemct 
indecency, the industry knows thut, if it does not li.sten to Mr Gore,: something bad might 
happen., . 

At this\vcek's conference, companies promisoo a vanet)' oftrieks to help parents keep 
children' Ollt of cybcrtrouble~ A new website. www.smartearenLcom.offers a crash oourse 
for parents about the Net's dangerous side. The American [ibrary Association has created 
an easy way for children to visit 700 tasteful websites. A throng of programmers oilers 
filtering devices: Cybcrsitter, marketed by a .Christian group, is said to screen out all 
references to sex nnd gays; others, with names like Net Nanny Pro and Cybcrsnoop. arc 
slig~tly mOf~ in.clu,siye. . 
I-bnd it to Mr,Gore: 'this,is quite impressive. The Comm\ffiications DeCeIlCY Aet gave the, 
job of defining decency to oo~rts., a bad i~ca si~cc ~ncy is S? subjcctiv,e. The filtering 

'.'. '. ,.' 
. ;. 
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Template oJlc http://www.CCQnomisLcomtedltc(jalitreetorall!CUrrcntfus360~.lltm 

soft\van.:, on the other band, places lhi~ n:sponsibility where it ought to he it) a plumlLs[ic 
:society, namely with pareJ1ts. And so, despite its hoke}, side, gov¢rnmcnC hy ..;(mfCrCllcc 
can bo,;t~t of a considerable adlICVCIIlJ.lrH. 
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THE INTERNET 

IS WWW.SLEAZE.COM 

ABOUT TO BE FLAMED? 

Onlinc services wanl ratings. Free,sllccch advocates don't 

Wh3t, <:QuId contro­
versia! abouL a 

While H()U~i~ 


summit on WAYS to pro­

teet kid" from eylMr­

porn? Given the support.­

ers o! a l',afe Intcrr.et 

slated t<l nUetld-from At- . 

torney G(!m}ral Janet Reno 


. w execs 
,Microsoft, 
.Hne-you'd the 
: 1-3 roIWlb woold be a cele­
bration of family vruuc.'l. 
But it's looking m'ore like 
a family feud. 
c' Companies can hardly 

Wait. to slmwcase tlwir lat­


, cst ~plalls fur carving Ollt 

G-rated ph!:!:s in eyber­


Walt Disney Co., for exam.. 

'kill use tbe summit to t..'umpnt 

. E-mail feat.l:n.J ttmt. allows 


their eruldrt::n's 
, And summit. 

A1\\'f-lo P;ll"!iW: lidf·l"!:~WI;l:i(jll. An 
some indt!l}(:"ndeul ratings agencies II:!' 
Spt'llllg H1' LH iwlF' In Octuher, Hit,,,L: 
Equiplll(!nt C"rl'j; Al!.\ Vista !h!::tn:l 

(lflgim: lmhsidiary !),nnolm{,l~d it \\'<>11; 
provide til<; l'L'rvk~3 (If Net Shepherd, 
for:pmfit Calgary (Alt.a.)-.bal1cd ra~jllY 
agency. Dism.)' IlHW raW!1 it!; ~iU'iI u~h\ 
benchmarks (tor:) the oonproflt. H'~th 
atimuu Software Advisory CO(ll)ci 

{RSAC}. the Icadbg Net ral 
ing agt!r.cy, Microsoft ill usin: 
RSAC ratings in its Illierl!\~ 
Explorer Web browser, too. 

PROJECT. Hut cybcl'rUI."",:r.rur.s say UIl; irn!ustr,' 
is rosbing to do what (he.' 
feared would happen uode, 

,the 'Cl)A, '''l'he result lof rat 
ingsJ ;\fill 00 an Internet thn: 

: cis no IOOger hospitable to ; 
, {)f vH!''hTl(;ints,'' say, 

• ' a.ssociaw oi 
rB1::tor of the ACI,t;. Stcinhardl 
will lead lin alliance lIf dvil~1ib 
crties and journalism gr-ollp; 
wi)!) oppose ratings tit. ;l. flee. l 

'countersun:mil... ' 
'. Th-{! deLate over mtingR even 

some eompanies at odd,. 
\\-'itl:! themsdn:ll- Time Warnel 
Inc.. for example. is officially aG­
nostic 011 roLlngs. But. Time Ine. 
New Mcdill vol.ed in ,'Au'gust 
(along with other news orgnni1,.1­

iiOM, including nUS!NF..$ W};EK),t.o~O]l' 
P-:::S(l ratlngs, fer n1::WS whet)' the issue 

to a t.be Internet 

http:agt!r.cy
http:Intcrr.et
http:WWW.SLEAZE.COM


The Value of History 

When john F. Kennedy worked in the White 

HQuse, doodling on notepads and dictatL..g ques­
tions, there was no system set liP to capture the [low 
of paper that recordoo the President'S state of 
mind. There was only his devoted seem'.ary, Evelyn 
Lincoln. She squirreled things away, obsessively, 
Bu: no one from the National Archives followed 
around. When Kenne<ly was murdered, the Oval 
Office tHes wCl'e sealed for a time. Two years later, 
the President's wj(1ow and truStees issued a deed of 
truSt tor his estate, donating to the archives and the 
Kennedy Presidential Library the paper and effects 
"whkh he intended should be deposited," and re· 
taming for the family "such items as John Fitzger­
ald Kennedy had not intended to be deposited. ..." 

Meanwhile. the !'>uhUe fascination with the leg· 
e:1d grew. Even as the Kennedy Library carne into 
being, Ms. uncoln and a host of others. Including 3 

man in Balumore. Rabert White, <levotM them­
selves to t:olle<:tlng Kennedy things. After Jacque­
line Kennedy Onassis dlea, her d:ild!'"en made mil­
lions by auctionir:g her personal things. But when 
Ms, Lincoln died, childless. in 1995, she left her 
hoard (0 Mr, White. Now Mr. White has decided to 
cash in. His decision has drawn others'to offer their 
h-oards, too. 

But this time. il is not jUst a poignant trove of 
personal effects, The catalogue of 6{lO items for sale 
in' New York this week includes not only a slim gold 
wedc.ing r:ng. Ca:-oline's bracelet and the registra­

lion (or Jacqueline Kennedy's Ford SHl.tion wagon, 
but old typed pages that resonate with history, "We 
should come to definite conclusions' on the Red 
Chinese admission question this week," the Presi­
dent wrote in a "Memorandum for the Secretary of 
State" on July 26, 1961. "We shnuld have a meeting 
at the top on the Question of Laos and Vietnam, r am 
concerned about Phoumi. It now appears that the 
talks wi!! break down." 

Ten months late" in another memo. he pon­
dered how to explain that the United States was 
giving nuclear propulsion secrers to the British and 
not to the Freoch - for then the Germans would 
want them. In October came the Cuban cnsis. 
"Missiles MissUes!!!! !," he scribbled 'On a doodle 
paper. "$oViet reaetion??" 

These are n(lt things personal to the Kennedys, 
These are perSClnaJ to the nation. Today, by taw, 
suCh doodHngs by Bill Clinton would be define<1 as 
Presidential records, Government pmperty, But the 
Kennedy papers - along with his briefcase and 
writing desk - face the auction block, and an 
afterlife in someone's den, The National ArchIves is 
now hot LO get them. The archives has no money [(l 
buy such. things. Perhaps it should. i3ut instead, on 
Friday, it threatened to Soue, on th~ basis of the 
ambiguous Kennedy deed of gift. . 

Robert White has already given up some things, 
Perhaps', after a weekend's thought, he and his wife j' 

will give up more of the nation's heritage. . 

Filtering the Internet 

Less than a ~aT after tile Supreme Court 

struck down the 1996 Communications Decency Act, 
which baru:'led distribu!ion of indecent material to 
minors on the Internet, Congress is again conslder­
L"1& legislation that would harm free speech in the 
name of protecting children. A bill sponsored by 
Senator John McCain, Republican of Arizona, would 
require schools and libraries. to install anti-pornog­
raphy filters on their computers in order to receive 
Federal funds for Internet hook-ups. But recogniz­
ing potential opposition from edUCt'lt6rS and librari ­
ans. Mr. McCain kef)t open the possibility that a 
compromise would be- offered wben the bill reached 
the Senate floor .. l , • 

The desire to protect children from pornogra­
phy is understandable. Many parents have useo 
filtering software at home. ·But such filters often 

,miss some of the smut and' block material that is not 
pornographic. The batards posed by the McCain bill 
are playing out in a lawsuit in Loudoun County, Va. 
The library board instaU~ on every terminal the. x-

Stop software filter, which blocked access tosc,,,.r 
of non-sex~related Web sites, including those spon­
sored by the Quakers and the American Association 
of UniVersity Women. The library system is being 
sued by library users and publisbers of Web pages 
for Violating their First Amendment rights, 

The McCain bill could inflict the same prnblems 
Gn schools and libraries across the country. All 
school computers would have to use. filters, and 
publiC libraries would have to ha"l.-c at least one 
machine wrth a mter~ Senator Conrad Burns of 
Montana has offered a more sensible approach, His 
substitute bill would require schools and Ubraries 
that want the Federal Internet. subsidies to adopt 

,appropriate Internet use policies for children as 
they see fit. Many public institutions have already 
done so, without denying st.udents or adults access 
to huge swaths of information. Given the limitations 

. of filtering te<:hnolo&y, the .'best way lO protect 
children is to teach them how to use the lnu~met. A 
software program simply cannot do that. 
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Foreign !,olicy fIeld Hostage 

. : HoUse." Republican leaden. flaunt their'disre-. nOt over. and the fund m.iy need thC money- in the ' 

'.' gam for ;America·!!'~ interests by letting eOrnmg m<mUts. Ame11ea's ti-ade fnterests'andev"en ' 
antl·aborti<m crusaders hold up !undinl< for the . the' heal~ of .!tuoreconomy eQuId: be Jeop8rditell by , 
International Monetary Fund and the United Na» ,delayln~ this funding. ' 
tion·s. The mpnev-ifi hltinn hfllt\ "fill!:'I?.. ~n fin fih'u:v-.' _ .................. ""UI __ ,_···· •• ~" 



http://www.gelnetwise.org 
Jim Kohlenberger 
Old Executive Office Building 
Room 286 
Washing,on, DC 20500 

Dear Jim: 

On behaJ of our :ndustry coalition, I want to thank you for making our public 
launch of the "GetNetWlse" initiative on July 29 such a success. This 
unprecedented Industry effort was made possible through your assistance, 
dedication and hard work. We look forward to working with you in the future to 
ensure that famllies have the information and resources they need to ensure safe 
and rewarding online experiences for their children. 

Thus far we have received a great deal of positive feed.back from parents who 
feel that GetNet\Nise is helping them face the parenting challenges presented by 
the Internet. We have committed to refine and update the GetNetWise resource to 
meet the needs of families as the medium develops. 'Ale will also reach out to our 
coUeagues in the Intemet industry to ensure tha~ they too are making thIs valuable 
resource available to t"'eir customers as well. 

Please call on us anytime to discuss how GetNetWlse is heiping families as they 
face the challenges presented by this new and exciting medium. We hope to 
have at": upcate repo1 for you soon on the Ge:NetWise project. Thank you again 
fo:- you: leadership in makiilg Sl..re that children are safe onj:;e 

n Foundation 

On behalf of' 

Organizing Partners 
Amence OnJine, AT&T, Be!!South, Bel! Atlantic, Commerciei Internet 

, eXchange, Disney Online, Excite@Home, Lyros, Inc., 'Mel WorldCom, 
Microsoft Corporation, MindSpring Enterprises, Inc" Network Solutions: Inc., 
Yatli')o! {flC., ,Zeeks.com 

Supporting Partners 
AltaVista, Arneritech, Association of American Publishers, Cyber Patrol, Dell. 

, 	IBM Corporation, Information Technology Association of Amedca, Internet 
Alliance. Internet Content Coaiition, Internet Content RatJ'ng Association, 
N2112, tne., Net :":.annj Software. Inc., Prodigy Corrymur:icQUons Cor{)O(.£1[ior:, 
PS1Net, Inc., Roae Runner, SurfWatcn Software. United States Chamber of 
Commerce, United States internet C9uncif . 
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