LovENG PARENTS T Too s Tuey Naen To Prorerr Turir Cris e
Tie Gorg Begurd

Giving Families A New Tool - A Cootent-Bused Telovision Ratings System., Suiving to protect
children frany violenee aud adult content on tetevision, the Vice President garnered a beeakthrough
agreement frony tha television industry e ereate 1 new content-based valuntary ratings systeny. The new
system went into etfect Owtober 1, PHI7, giving parents the infbemation they need W determiine i
?a,:ia,\‘tsw.z shows are appropriate {or viewing by their childeen and to identity which programs they may

st Blogk from their bomes through sereening webnojogy (the Veghip)y, The voluntary mting system
mcézx of age- and content-hased mtingy,

Heloing Parents Control What Cames Tuto Their Living Roum with the V-Chip, Five years ago, the
Viee Prestdent Gore used his Family Palicy Conferenee in Nashvilie to call for Vechip legistation -- 10 give
pitrents new tols 10 help them sereen out television progms that are not Tit for their Kids. Under strong
leadership from the White Hoeuse, the following vear sivv Congress enact the Telecomwnunications Act of
1996 which included Y-chip tegislation, As ol tanuary of this yenr, afl new wlevision sets 13 inches or
buger contain the ¥V-clip, ' )

Husting the White Houxe Conference on Childres’s Television. The Viee President also want more
poxitive cducational programming on television, In July 1996, the President and Vice Pregident convened
ihe Whits Houge Conference on Children's Television o improve and expand educations! wlevision for
chikiren. Conlerence paeneipams includded porenis imdustey representatives, advocaies, experts qod
advertsers, Al the Conlerence, e ielevision industry jomed seith the President and ngeeed 1o air more
cducotional and instroctiontt cluldren’s shows,

Enconraging More Dduentioml Television At the President and Vice President’s urging, the Federd
Conamutications Commusion (FCC) adopted clear and conercie vules 1o caconrage the dovelopnseny amd
gromaotion of TV progrimmming that would be both welcomaed by parents and watched by ohildren, The
rufes regurire tree hoors of regularly scheduled, haltthour woekly cduentione] and Instructiona
propramnng as o requirenmen for Hoense renowal.

Progsoting a “Fimtily Priceaddy™ Interaet, The Vice Presidons has worked 10 muke eyberspace o sule
ploce for ehildren, In 1997, the Adnrinisiation has eolisted the assistanee of numicrous stukeholders,
inchuding indusiey teaders, teachers, parents, [nternet users and librarions to work wowards the ereation of o

“Howily friendby™ hiteroet, The Adminsiation’s three part strategy ineludes: (1) industry commitments o
pravide blocking, fleving wmd Iabelng wehnology For use by parems and teachers using the "Net 23
¢Ifective voforcement of existing kovs: mnd 31 increased parental awarengss and involvenent, This
strotoyy is designed to give porents aisd twachers the tools they peed 1o provent childven trom goetting aveess
fo Bppropriate puaterisl ot Interoet, snd o geide tian wwards high-quality educationsd resaurees,

Neeping Children Safe on the Internet with the Parents’ Protection Page. {6 the wake of the
Columbine Tragedy lustyear. the Viee President announced the parents” protection page. an 8uporant new
conunititent by the cotny's premiere Internel sompanics W give parents the resoirees they need Lo
proteet their children from inppropriate nuterial on the Internet. The parchts’ pr ‘plecHion page, How Known
e CietNetWige,com. provides pareots with the twooks and knowledge 1o supervise and guide their children's

aidine aclivinies, braddition to givity parents access Womore Lk 10D blocking, Hiveing and m-"-nimril‘-g
wols: this page tacludes information i purents. teachers and citldren on how o report cringe or othe

Mo
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troisbiing aetivity anline, Thye purents” protection pige also can serve as o gaide (o Bnding the vast sy of
high ceality educational nwerinds oniine.
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FAMILIES AND MEDIA
A CHRONOGLOGY OF INNGOLVEMENT

At ihe Vice President’s urging, the President 1o Sfate of the Union calls on
media industry to be more responsible in programming,.

\f’icc Prestdent and Mrs, Gore host a series of dinners in preparation for

Famity Conference with academics: technology community; media
indusiry leaders: entertainment industey leaders; television executives: and
adverlisers '

Presidens attends Family Conference hosied by Vice President and Tipper
Gore m Nashville, Tennessee on "Family and the Media.” Hoe repeats
support for V-chip legistation.

President's statermnent on HOHL 13388 threatons vero and oriticizes House
Commerce Commitice for not inchiding V-chip provision in
ielecommunications reform hill,

Viee Presudent’s siatement on FLRL 1355 enticizes House Commerce
Committee hill {for notincluding V-chip,

President sends felter to FCL Comumissioners supporting at feast thiee
howns per wueek per station of educational children’s wlevision.

President’s letter to Sen, Hollings supports inclusion of Vechip in
Conlerenee report on wlecommunications legistation,

Vige President issues statemwent congraidasting Conference for including
Yachip i telccommunications legistation conference soort,

i 8rate of the Unton address, President culls upon Congress 1o pass the
wlecammunications bill with the V-chip provision, asks the industry to
IRprove pmg&mzmzzg for children and invites industry to mect \mi him
it the White House by end of Fébruary.

President's statement on passage of teleommmunications reform ii:ggi%i;lll{}ﬁ
s inctision of V-chip in final b]%i ’ '

.

Viee President’s stutement on passage of ieleeommumications legislation
applands inchusion of V-chip. S ’

T


http:st~ltcmc.nt

Februurme X
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Muarch 2

July 29

Fuly 29

Cletosher 15

Prostdent sigas Telecompunications Act of 1996 and invites industry to
mect af White Flouse on February 29ih 1o discuss TV emtings and
children’s programuming.

Vice President meets with rdustry leaders to discuss next steps atier
wlecommunications refonm and White Fouse meeting on TV ratings and
children’s television,

Ad hoe industry group informs White House that they were prepared 1o
shandon Htigation in faver of developing a V-chip-compatible ratings
systar.

White House representative meets with welevision writers to discuss
children™s wlevision and welevigion ratings, meets with Screen Actor’s
Croild 1o discuss same,

White Fouse representative meets with Writer’s Guikl representitives 1o
discuss Prestdent’s call Tor TV ratings system,

Prestdont and Viee President meet with Moedin Bxecuiives where the
Prestdlent reports a breakthrough voluntary ageeement {or voluntary rutings
for ielevigion progrsms,

f the President™s Sawrday Radio address, the Prostdent bighlights the new
ayreemont wxd notes that mdusuy prowosed 1o bhuse it avarlnble to parents
by Jauary,

The President and Viee President convened a White House Conference on
Children's wlevision 1o improve and expand educational television for
children, The President once again urged the FCC to adopt the three hour
raje.

The President amneunced an agreement on z compromise proposal thut
will peguine broadeasters 1o air three hours of vegulely seheduled
[alf-howr weekly progruns specificaily designed to serve the educational
and informational needs of children as pant of thelr requirement for Jiconse
renewil, ‘ '

POU ey %u, the pﬂ)p@%’ii andd {Z‘m zzuzzixz,i i{zz mhzwim]m] ia]u*mm]
?a; giz;ig?z‘g;‘ i now zwumm*? :

O the acession of the 2rd anmnual report on Television violenee, the
President held an evdnt in New Mexico and noted progress on the conlent
of what is on Television and also noted that the road ahead is still long,
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fn o Radio address to the conntry the Pregident talk ahout what we can de
% a nation W help parents ng they try to raise thewr children. He cited the
v-chip and ratings system o help purents keep televised violence and
exphici sexuality out of their young children's Hives,

The Viee President meets with family groups on the eve of the ratings
announcement o ask thes for their feedbacek alior they have wsed e mow
alings systen for u while

The President and Vice President meet witcTV industry teaders where
they announce for the st e o volunary age-based rating system for
televiston. The President said that parents would now “have to use it, they
have o evaluate 1, and then they bave to communicate back o the
industry.. where 15 10 ideguate, fond] what suggestions they have for
changes.” At the Viee President’s urging, the TV industry agreed © get
continuous mput from pareats.

The Vice President makes clear that their are similar public interest
obhigation for digital television by announcing that we will establish a
special advisory group o assess the public intergst obligations of digital
broadeasters.

b o Radio Address to the nation on the anniversary of the signing the
(elegonununications bill, the President noted the progress we had made in
Y -:iw ;\Wl vear. He noted that broadeasters have agreed to air thuee
by of guadity edueationsd progravning for childeon cvery week, e
abso noded that the welevision mdustry 3 assigning muogs 10 18 programs,
ey thut parets can make smart choiees nbout what thelr children waich,
Fhe adve sond that seen parents will hove o Vechip 1o block oul shows they
deent o be uniit for ender imads,

The Viee President wrote the intodectory letter Tor o nationally
distributed TF Cride tnsert on U Televisionally Correet™ vieing and parents
role it watching television with their families.

The View President kicked ofl @ nationa 213 2{,1&‘«'15{,& toven ball meeting that |
included lovision industry leaders, ;‘)Y(‘Xﬁii{?bi‘% advertisers. child .
advogates, civie leaders and others 1o talk about how fumilies con be smart
viewers of ielevision in controlling the impact of television <>z}' families,

At the White House confurence en f,:.n’{ ic;m’nzzg*tbé First Lady notes that
s are giving arents more wols with the yechip and the wlevision rating

systern,
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The Viee Prexident ollows up on his Decomber 18 mceting with family
groups by meeting with aboot o dozen ropresentatives of famidy groops @
bear abonl their feedback und concerns about the current ratings system.
The Viee President asks the family groups to work with industry to
achieve g content based ratings system. The Viee Presidunt wils them he
will nuke sure that industry understands their concerns when he meess
with Jick Videnti later mthe week.

The Vier President meets with Jack Valenti to relay the concerns as
expressed by the family groups and to urge industry 1o revise the ratingy
systom to inclade content hased ratings. The Viee President also relensed
a statentent declaring it is time for the industry to put the V back in theV-
Chip, *We need a V -- a V10 tell us when our youngest children could be
exposed 1o violence. | remain hopeful that the television industry will
decide to add V. § and L to the ratings, and that they will make surg that
parents are piven relinble informatton about the teve) of violence i -7
ratedd programs -- the rating for aceeptable programming for children over
age 7.7 he said

The Viee prosident met with parest groups and Congressional feaders as
part of bix elTort 1o follew up on the work he started when the Presiden
stened the Telecommunications Act that required the V-Chip,

Viee President Gore announced Joied oitid advecates and members af
Cangress too mmotnee a new telovision ratings agreemient. The new
system he somoanced builds on the systom that the industy pat in pluce
fast Degember by adding letter ratings - S, Vo L and 13,8 for sexunl
coment, ¥ for violence. L for coarse Janguage. And D for mature
Cialogue. This agreement will also give paments the information they ned
to know when cartoons or fantasy programs contain violence, While no
agreement s perfect. this agreement is a major step forward. As the Vice
Prestdent had siid a few weeks prior. 101s time to put the V back in the Ve
chip - and (s agreement will de just that,

The Viee President met with three fombies to lmunch the row wlevision
rating system {Which begun on Outober Diwhich-will herald b new era in
ielevision for chitdren and faniities. The Vice President showed some ¢lips -

ot nuw edueational programming that was w resul of the 3 hour rule,

wrveiled some of the Tirst examples of the new rating system in place, and
demonstraied a v-chip that works with the new rating systern,

Flie Viee Prestdont kieks off the new Prestdential Advisory Convitiae on

Public Interest Obligations tor Digital Television. The Vice President asks
the chmmission I{) a{idzus several \.zzzzi’ai mgdfi zzzc}zximg the zm,(i W0

ERR
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educate and inform our ehildren: the need 10 give parents the toels to
prafect their children from what they consider o be harmful imfluences;
the need for free and apen political debate. driven not by dollars and
soundbites. but by issues and ideas.

Vice Presudent Gore aimounced the findivgs of the Kalser Fumily
Foundations Survey on TV Ratings which show parcats cleardy support
and vse the new TV -ratings, and he repeated s call for the V-chip 1w help
anranits monitor their children's wlovision viewing,

The Viee President receives the final report of the Advisory Commitice on
Pubshe Interest Obligations of Digitd Television Broadeasters urges
broadensiens o commit 1o the practices recommended by consensus by the
Commiter -- purticularly the recommendation 10 air voluntarily five
minutes nightly of free time for politcal candidates for the 30 days prior o
an election, A prompt, broad and deep conmnitment by broadeasters 1o
thts and other recommendations woudd be a strong signal of their
willingness to respond 1o public inferest needs ns we enter the digital age,
He also encouruged the FOC 1o work with frondenstons (o achieve that
goui,

Yice Pregident Gore helps o Jead 2 nationally wlovised rown hall meeting
oy the Uhassons of Littleton™ frant a high };i;,i;(‘ﬁ\}i i1 Des Moines. NBC
anchuor Tom Brokaw chatlonged Gore 1o take on Hollywood. Gore,
sekmnledged that violoice arclovizion and in the movies is "way oul
of contrel” wid fssucd o challenge back o Brokaw, Gore said, "1 would
alse formadly reguest thar NBC join the other networks in agreeing (o rale
iy progruns so that parents will be able 1o block our the ones they
hink vouny children are not ready 1o handle,”

Vice President Gore anpouieed an inpertant new conmbiment by Internet
coniprimes o provide parents with wisy 1o Fd nesy resourees o profect
their ehildren from inappropriate maserial oo the Intornet, This
conmmitment frany the couniry’s promiore Inturnet companies mouns that
fron any accuss point an the Intornet, parents and kids will be justone -
click atvay from a comprehensive resoured guide that will provide '
vatuahie toals, tips and resources for sale surling on the net. Parents
visiting Inteenet sites that aecount for 953% of all Internet traltic will be
Just one click nway from the 10(}1'\ ard salety {lm they need 10 protect their
ehildren in eyvberspace.”

E’m l’?{,\idgii{ and Fpper Gore pdmu')du, in o White House strategy-
SCNSION U d lh e, \’l{\iuiu, and tup(msilnhly T E [L’Hl(ib]}l lawnched a -
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pational canpuign o provont youtl vislenge, A the conforenee, the Vice
President tatkod about the inportant rele of pareating, conymended ARBC
and CBN and most of the cable networks and saietlite networks for
mirticipating 1o the Vechip system, and spoke of the important new tools
that Inicrnet componics will soon make available o purents.

Flalf ol ol noew TV seis for sale in America now have the V-Chip instalicd.

Viee President Gore Sateliited o an event gt the National press Club o
lielp faunch the new parent’s protection page called GetNetWise.com
which gives parents the tools they need 1o protect children from
mappropriate material on the Internet, This announcement follows
through on a commitment that major Internet companies made when the
Vice President first announced this effort m May.

Vice President Gore writes FCC Chairman il Kennard asking the FCC
w0 upen a public proceeding on bow broadensters can fulfill their public
interest ebligations inthe digitd ersc This letter is belicved o be the first
fetter from the Viee President to the FOC chairman on a policy ssuc.
Adbnow Tolovision sets with sercans forger than 13 tnches bave s Veehip

inwintied
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TV Ratings Family Groups Meetings
Ceremaonial Oifice
2:10 - 2:53 pin, Monday June 6, 1997

Mueoeting requested by Don Gips
Briefing prepured by Jim KolilenbergerfCarrie Walford

Ec Vii’égi*

You are meeting with representatives of a number of groups who are involved in the TV Ratings
debate. You met with several of these same proups last Decomnber before announcing the ratings
system to ask them to give it a chance to work and o got back with Valenti’s group with
suggestons on how it can be unproved.

LOGISTICS (As of this writing, subject fo change)

. You wiil be briefed in vour West Wing office 5 minutes prior to the meeting by
Pon Gips sad lin Kolilenberger.

» You wiil make brict opening remarks an open the floor up to discussions,

YOUR ROLE/CONTRIBLTION

. This meeting serves several purposes.
v This is the Tirst step in of our strategy to maintain control of the ratings
debate,

= This is a chance to follow up with several of the groups {rom lagt
Diccember who you then asked to give it some time and (o give you
feedback on how it can be improved.

e To deliver the message that we expect them 10 work this out with indusiry
T and te come baek o us,

we Carry the message that the administration has stayed out of the press and is
nu zzﬁiqzzc pusition 1o help move inclustiry along,

- ' szz‘ gmi in this mecting shoaid beto iis{e{z w ﬁ*ii.,if concerns ;md wdeas
but not o zzcgazzaze adeal or zeach consensus. ‘ ’

STATUS OF M{“é CLIATIONS

. 1 ’izmc of the Big 4 TV nctworks are close to agreeing toadd § V and L to the
" anescreen icon, with NBC a3 the only hé}ié‘aui‘ The letters would be added to the

[



existing ratings to designate sexual content, violence, and language. (See bolow for
details on the possible agreement) McCain pulied togetdier & much publicized
mweting st week that included Markey, Coals, Tanzin aid industey leadors,
MoeCatn has asked the parents groups and widustty to work topethor to show some
progress ot reach a deal by June 18th when the Commerce Commitiee s expucied
o markop a Ceats bitl that woudd take away digital Boenses without @ content based
sting.

. Possible Stumbling Blacks. In addition to NBC's position, other possible
stumbling blocks to an agreement include Lieberman who wants his own code of
conduct bill passed, and industry who wants a legislative moratorium for a
number of yoars, ’

In addition there is some disagreement as to whether the V-Chip should carry only
thsis rating scheme, or carry third party systems as well, Qur current postiion has
been that this should be el for the FCC to decide.

QLITLINEG QF POSSIBLE AGREEMENT

. Add New Ratings Codes, The industry would agree 1o add four new letiers SVL
and I to the existing ratings to designate sexual content, violenee, langoage and
‘explicit dialogue, ]

. More Visible Teans. The industry would agree to make the ratings icon larper and
w0 display them longer.

~ ° Muore Parenfal Invelvement, The industry would commit to son-voting parenial
roprosentation on the ratings bourd,

» Cur Commitment. losiead of 2 legislative moratorium, we would agree to suy that

indusiry and parenis have proposed a solulion, now we should give this solution
alang with the vechip chance o work in the market before considering legisiation.

OUR STRATEGY FOR THE COMING DAYS

. . Mect with l_?amily Groups Tudn}-’, This meeting.
- VI medting with Jack Valeuti on Weduesday. Yolz wiil meet wzih \f lenti
R © tomorrow morming toissue Jack the challenge tisai he can either. stand alone with

NBC,or w'can Jead the group fo the ultimate outcomg.

- all to Heb -Wz“igitt of NBC, NBC s the major industry holdout. We think you
should call Bob Wright as a {riend who has stood with them throughout this



process to pive him the advice that they are going 1o get stranded out there aloe
undess they come along, You v also tell him that we are going o do an
annauncement at the White House with a seut for hiin,

. Aunoance 2 White House weciing arsunil June 17th. McCain is mecting wiih
industry reps next on June 17t We could announce a White House mecting betore
MeCain's mecting il we think a deal is immanent.

- White Houase Call to MeCatn. Frskine Bowles could ¢all MceCain & taik about
thie administration’s fong form commitment o this issue, acknowledge MeCain’s
involvement, highlight our current involvement, and tvite him MeCain to the
White House announcement and offer him a speaking role.

QTHER RELEVANT DATES

June 17ih MeCain mcels with industry

June 18th Markup of Coats bilf -- lase your digital license without canlent based
ratings

June 204k FCC hearing on ratings.

ATTACHMENTS
» List of attendees
. Talkug points




Talking Points

[ want fo thank you all for catving widay. The effectiveness ol television ralings have
heen 3 very impartant tapic {or me, Tipper and the Prestdent since we first anncunced our
suppot for the v-ehip several years ago al my annual family conference 1n Tennessee,

We worked hard on this issue when we held our television ratings sununit bere in the -
White House too. We were happy that industry decided o try to devise a system thot
might be aceeptable to parents beeause we did not want the government in the ratings
business.

50 last Decamber 1 met with some of you whien the wlevision ratings were hirst
ansounced. At that time I asked you both in public and in private 1o give the ratings some
time and then to provide feedback on how it could be improved.

So today [ want to follow up on that meeting and hear from you dircetly how what think
the problems are with the current ratings system.

fn the next few days [ will be meeting with Jack Valenti and others to help deliver the
feedback 1 asked you for -1 owe you ne less. Twill tell them that they must work as hard
as they can to meet your necds,

Rut today, I also want to 1}l you that you need (o work with industyy and 1o come back 1o
us with an agreement that will work., We will all be better of U i we can avoid multiple
systems and keep the government {rom having to mandale 1 systen.

The President and 1 hope 10 convene a meeting later this month oo thus subject. 1 want
you to know that we need to resolve this issue so that parents can take advantage of the
best there s offer. ‘

This is an impartant epportunity for us to work together to get a system that is truly
useful.



The Participaunts

The key organizations negotiating with industry --the American Medical Association,
American Peyeliamic Assegiation, Cuenter for Medin Education National, sed the Mations!
Parem-Teacher Association ~want 8 Vand L added o the current age-based ratings systent. These
four kuy groups, the self designated nupotiators, also winl (o see sub-categories of leters 1o ex pld][]
the levels of vielenee, sex or lanpusge.

Some of the other groups you will hear from do not agree with combining the two gystems
and would like to sce the industry’s age-based system dropped sltogether. The Amcrican
Psychological Association, for instance, fecls that the age-based system “entices™ cluldren o watch
shows designated for an older audience.

You are likely to hear considerable dissatisfaction with the lovels of violence being
characterized as “TV-PG” under the current system,

PARTICIPANTS

Jowane Dykstea and Aroold Fege (pr. “Faygic™

National Parent-Teacher Assosiation ,
Concerns:  Ms. Dyksira will tell you that she wants the ratings system to have
clearer definitions of what “vinlence” means. She fecls that the categories Y7 and
“Y-7" are the most problematic for parents because they contatn viokence. Rather
than simply adding “V, 8§, L." 10 the age-based ratings, the PTA fecls strongly that
“Y7 and “Y-7" will require sub-categories of “V™ o indicate \he level of violence
involved. The PTA also wants larger icons 1o be shown on television screens and fo
be shown for a longer period of time. In addition, the PTA wants 10 ensure that

parents dare repreaented on any oversight board that s ereated,

Kathryn Mentgomery

Center for Modin Education
Caoncerns: Kathiryn wag amang the group that met with you last Decomber. The
Center for Madia Education strongly believes that the age-based system has fadled.
They are heantened that Industry bas listened to the criticism and is willing o make

. changes, However, they are nat satisfied with Industsy’s proposal to add the letters, -

YV, S, LY They would like to add sub-categories to indicate the level of intensity of
- content.. They are also very concerned about ulsur’mg that “Y-7" includes levels and
md[cazars of violence. ,

Pr.dohn C. Né}sozz and Mike Chapman

American Medical Association ‘
C{}zzcer{zé‘: The American Medical Association is primarily concerned about viclence



an TV, more than sex or language. The AMA iy currertly pushing for 2
conten-based system because the age-based sysiem alone dous not provide enougl
information. Linkke some of the parents” gronps, the AMA is mterested in seeing the
Industry’s proposed compramise and remans “open 1o tatking about how that would
fook.”

De. Roebert Phillips apsd Julie Schrayer
American Paychiatric Association

Carolyn Brecdlove
National Education Association

Sally McConnell

Nationa! Association of Elementary School Principals
Concerns: Sally was among the group thal met with you last December. The
Mational Association of Hlementary School Prncipals would prefer a sinetly
content-based system, mather than a combined age-and content-hased system because
they believe that a combined system would be too confusing, Their second concern
is to have the icons aired tonger and larger on the screen. They also would like
ratings @ be publishied in the TV guides and newspaper listings.

Jeff Melntyre

Amwerican Psyclological Association
Concerny: Jefl was among the group that met with you last December.  The
American Psychological Association docs not support 2 combined age and content
lased system. Itis thelr heliel thud the praposed compromise --10 add the letiers, “V,
S, L to the age-based system --would not address the levels of violencs in the PG
and ¥Y-7 shows. The APA feels adamant that industry pay atiention fo the larpe body
of research which shows that an age-Ised system entices children Lo watch shows
that are categorized for older ehildren —wihi psychologists call the “lorbidden fruit

effect” The APA wants (o be *'cprmcmt,{i o any oversight board creaked.

Meeghan Prunty
Children Now
Concerns: Children Now would suppon the addition of content-based letters to the
age-based system in order to give parents more information about what their children
Cwatch. Bt they want sub-categortes within the content, for instance “mild violence”
‘instead of “violence.” Children Now also wants parents o have a voice on an
oversight bonrd. - ' - S :

br. loel Alpert : B R
Americin Academy of Pediateicians . '
“ Cancerris, This American Academy of i‘cdmlmmzts iu.[s the current system has
fatled Lecanse parents need content (o know how to judpe what their ehildren should
wich. They believe most programs are bulng rated TV-PG -regardless of content
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~qndd that TV.PG canindicate anything from mild language to very grophic violence,
Pediatricians want (o sear bow industey plans 1o add content. Pedintricians have aot
had direct comtact with the indmtey.

Wim Wade
Children’s Defense Fund
Concerng, Kim was among the groap that met with you tast December. The

{hitldren’s Defense Fund feels that their concerns have not changed sinee December: -

They st wani 2 confent-hased system, with the letters ®V, S, L" on the screen. CDF
is eager to resolve the issue taugh a compromise with industry.

e
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RECOMMENDLED BY:

PURPOSE:

BAKGROUND:

Congress.

B 11, [997

RECOMMENDIED PHONE CALL
FROM ERSKINE BOWLES

Sepatar Johin MeCain

Don Gips, OVP
Jim Kohlenberger, OV

As we get close to a deal on TV Ratings, we need to ensure that the
TV Ratings ansounicenient is ¢ White House announcement and
not a hill announcement. John McCain, as Commerce Commiitee
Chairman, 15 poised 1o announce 3 deal when he meets with
industry and parents groups on June 18th, We would like vou o
imvite Senator MeCain to have a speaking role at o White House
event, probably on June 181h, o show the biparisan nature of e
ratings deal and to give him some bim credit for having nwwved the
hall forward,

The Vice President has been working behind the scencs this week
to help broker & deal on TV ratings having met separately with the
parent groups and lick Valent representing indusiry. The Vice
Prestdent is also scheduled o call Bob Wright, President of NBC,
the ondy holdout from the industry side. We are very neac audeal,

Senator MeCain has also been mecting with parent and ndastry
groups. He has asked thern 1o get back 1o him by June 18th with
some sign of progress. MeCain belioves that the White House o
the deal too early last time and that the deal this 1ime les with a
commitment from Congress not o seek legislation that would undo
the deal. McCain s threatening industry that if they come (o the
White FHouse to announce tie deal that he wall not'support the deal.
Industry scems to be very nervouns aboutl moving forward without

Further background is attached.

- TOPICS OF DISCUSSION:

CONTACT PERSON AND
_ TELEPHONE NUMBER(S):

| 224-2235 {main number)

Talking Points Attached.

2247137 (Lilien)
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Television Ratings Updare

STATUS OF NEGOTIATIONS

Three of the Big 4 TV noetwarks are close to agreeing 10 add S V and L to the onescrean
teon, with NBC as the only holdout. The letiers would be added to the existing ratings to
designate sexua! content, vielence, and lingeage. (Sce below for details on the possibie
agreement} McCain pulled together a much publicized meeting last week that included
Markey, Coats, Tauzin and industry leaders. McCain has asked the parents groups and
industry to work together to show some progress or reach a deal by June L8th when the
Commerce Committee 15 expected to markup a Conts bill that would take away digital
licenses without a content based rating. '

Passible Stumbling Blacks, [n addition to NBC's postiton, other possible stumbling
blocks to an agreement include Licberman who wanis his own code of conduct bill
passed, and industry who wants a legislative mortoriwm for a number of yoars,

In addition there is some disagreement a5 1o whether the V-Chip should caery only this
rating stheme, or carey third party systems as well. Our current position has buen that
this should b left for the FCC 1o decide.

. Add New Ratings Cedes, The indostry would apres 1o add fowr new Ieticrs SVL
and 1D W the existing ratings 1o designate soxual content, viclence, language and
explicit dinlogue.

. Mare Visible Jeons, The industey would agree (o make thae r;zi;z‘;,sz icon targer and
to dispiay them longer.

. Muare arental involvement. The indusiry would commit to non-voting parental
rcpr{:ﬁcntation on the ratings board.

. Our Cmmmtaawni Instend of a legislative moratorium, we would agree 1o say that
méus%zv and parents have proposed a solution, now we should give t*m solution
along wst%z the ‘&‘*Ci}i;} a charce 1o work in i%xt, mztrm tefore c{mszécrmg lz.g;shtmn,

*

ATINGS HIST :

. SR B
President Announces V-Chip. Two years ago, the President joined {he Vice President at
his annual family conference to-announce our support-for the V-Chip, 1© biock :

L)bjLCllOI]dl)lL, malurlal bach ona yct lo be dev1sed lulwmon mtmg; aystun and ensuire



that o was included o upeoming legislation.

President Sgaes Legislation Requiving V-Chip. o Febinsiey of 1990 when the Congress
answered the President’s cali for the V-Chip, the President signed injo law the
Teleeonnnunications Act which requires all TV sets to have tlee V-Chip istalled and
Feguires o ratings system to make i work,

White House Conference on Children®s Television, To spur industry fnto ¢reating the
ratings system, in July of {996 the President hosted 0 White House Conderence oo
Children’s Television at which point the television industry agreed (o develop & rating
sysiem for television to use with the v-chip.

Fresident Announces Television Ratings, When industry developed the rating system
in December of 1996, industry came back (o the While House to announce it with the
President. At that time the President challenged parents 1o fet us Know if the ratings
sysiem was useful to them and make suggestions on how industry could improve it The
gvent on June 18th would {oliow up on that conunitment.



AL

»

Tulking Points
Johey, Telovision ratings 5 anisstue we both care about s lot, We hive g history on this
issue as do yoL

We'd like wo do mn event ot dhe White Flouse that includes vou with a speaking role that
honors your work and the work of others,

ladustry wanis you to be there, we want you o be there.

This could he a great show of bipartisan unity,


http:i:ldw.ks

Meeting w/ Jack Valenti
West Wing Office
F1:S0amy - 12:20pm, Wednesday, June 11 1997

Mecting requestied by Bon Gips
Bricfing prepared by Jim Kohlenberger

EVENT

You arg mecting with Jack Valenti and Tony Podesta as a follow up o your mecting with parent
grouvps and 1o take the next step in your effort to resolve the tv ralings sssue. As you know, Jack
is vory invested in the corrent system having worked so hard to pull it together in the fiest place.

B3ut pow paresnts groups are demanding that content based ratings be included, Valenti and NBC
have bees resistant to the makings of the current compromise.

LOGISTICS {As of this writing, subject 1o change)

You will be briefed by Don Gips and Jire Kohlenberger § minwes prior 1o your
meeling.

YOUR ROLIVCONTRIBUTION

This is a chance o talk with Jack Valenti as a friend to tel his be needs 1o move

on tv ralings. You and the President ire the onty political Teadérs who have sieod
wilh hiot and held your fire while everyone eise on the hill has attacked the
systemt. You also want to make clear to him that while you understand the need (o
have Congressional support for any compramise, the White Hetise st be 2t the
table il a deal is cut. That make you the perfect person o carry the message to
Valendi.

PROGRAM NOTES

STATUS OF NEGOTIATIONS - - .- . .~ L

Valenti's Arm Surgery. As you kitow, Jack Valenti underwent outpatient
surgery on Monday on a reptured tendon on his right arm, He was mjured while
plaving golf. This is apparently the same surgery on his arm as the President had
on his knee, Valent’s arm will be ina slz% g;gn wcc}\x ‘z ou put fva call to }auk
to wish him well aﬁcr the Surgety. -

Three of the I3ig 4 TV nbtwarks are close to agreeing 0 add 8 ¥V and L (o the on-sereen
tcon, with NBC as the only holdout. The letters would be added to the existing ratings to
desipnate sexual conten, violence, and language. (Sec below fordetails on the possiblke
‘ agreemwi} McCain pzz%icd tog,dh&t‘ a much pubhz;z?eé mcetm;:, Zasz waf,k thal mcfaded

vy



Markey, Couts, Tauzin and industry leaders. McCain has asked the parenis groups and
industry to work fogether W show some grogress or reach a deal by June 18ih when the
Conmerce Committee is expected o markup a Coats bill that would take wway digital
Heenses without a content hased miing,

. Possible Stuanbling Blacks. In uddition 10 NBC's position, other possible stunsbling
blocks ta an apreement inglude Licherman who wants his owa code of conduct bill
puassed, and industry who wanis g legishative moratorium {or a number of years.

In addition there is some disagreenient as to whether the V-Chip showdd carry only this
rating scheme, or carry third party systems as well. Our current position has been that
this should be left for the FCC to decide,

Add New Ratings Codes. The industry would agree to add [our now letters SVL
and D to the existing satings to designate sexual content, violence, lnnguage and
explicit dialogue.

More Visible [eons, Toe industry would agree to make the rutings icon larger and

o display then fonger.

More Parental lnvolvement. The industry would comuiit 1o non-voting parental
representation on the ratings board.

Dur Conimitment, Irstead of 2 legislative moratosrium, we would agree to say that
industry wxd parems have proposed a solution, now we should give this selution
along with the vechip a chance fo work in the market before considering legislation,

ATTACHMENTS - .

L

Talking Points
Recent article on Valenti and rutings



Yatenti Tnlking Poinds

I hope your anm is getting better, 1 know hionv painful these things can he.

Fwant fo alk 1o you about ratmgs texday. | think we need (o step back and ke a look ot
whure we may be able to {ind @ reasonable compromise,

I've stood with you on thig the whole way, Jack. As all of the other political leaders on
the hill have eriticized the current system we have beld our fire. But Lhave to tell you as
a friend that the time for a compromise is upon ug, | know you have difticulty porsuading
many of your members, but now is the tinse for vou 1o lead this process.,

Jack, T was just thinking back to when you wsmounced the ratings systern last December, |
told you, both privately and publicly, that you peeded to listen to what parents have to say
and modily the system accordingly.

I had o good tatk carlier this week with many of the parent groups involved in the TV
ratings issue. And 'm sure you know what they tokd me. They fold me that parents want
content based ratings, more and better information on what the rtings mean, more visibic
teosrs and more parental involvement.

'want to encourage you o think about these modifications. | know you have said you
would take parents views inte account. | am asking you io take their views very serlously
and to come back (o us with something that works.

I know you're under a lot of legaslative pressure 1o do this agreement and do o withow
the White House, Tiven that we're the only ones who have supported you thus far, i
know | can count on you 1o make sure that the White Housce 1s a part of any agreement. |
think the best way to get this done 15 1o do an event bere at the White House where we
can make sure that all the parties are represented. [ also need you 10 make 1t ¢lear (o
industry that they can’t go forward witheut the White House just as they can’t go forward
without Congress.

Where do you think we are in this debate?

- LI e e e I ea A . .
. . . - PR B e . *r ~ e v e . PR
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The Hlollywood Reporter
Jurne 1997

Valenti rated ubsent ag TV svstem {otters
BYLINE: Brooks Bohek

When the entertainment indusiry decided to play ball with lswmuskers and
develop a ratings system for TV sex and violence, they selected the venerable
Jack Valenti to head the cffort.

Adfter all, it was Valenti who had experience in that fine of work, As head of
the MPAA, he developed the ubiquitous movie ratings system. And for more thana
year, Valenti appeared to pull off the impossible ns be managed to gel a
fractious industry 1o support an MPAA-Tike guide for TV shows,

Lately, however, Valenti has seemed hke the odd man out,

Over the past few days key members of the industry coalition have rebelled.
Fr an attempt 1o silence crilics of the system, Fox and ABC want
substantially alter the guidelines that Valenti led them to accept. CBS's
support 15 toss than overwhelming. NBO 15 the only network that is steadfustly
opposing any big changes. The cable indusiry never wholly embracud the systemn in
the first place, and has agitated for major changes that reflect their
standards.

And Valenti, who seemied to be everywhere when the systein was developed,
announced and defended, wis conspicuously absent frem the high-level meeting
Sen. John MaCain, R-Ariz., had with the ioadeast industey this week. The
meeting was attended by all the major petwork lobbyists and managed o gain
[&-camera coverage for the post-confub press contference. I seunied e perfec
stage for Valenti. )

"I think he's out of 1t," said ong nctwork exscutive, "He wants o go to the
FCC saying he'll make the icons bigger and stuff like that without V, S and L,
but that ain't going to cut i¢"{V, & and L. stand for violence, sex and

- langnage in ratings argot.)

"He's not in charge of the networks-and nover has been,”™ cotntereda
Valentt defender. "He's been frying to hold a coalition togethier tat should
never have been put together in the fivst place.”

. ’ * ' - ...' * . ' ) “ - :
By setting up « system that left something out, Valenti gave the industry
maneuvering roorm that allows the companies to make a deal,



“XacK, in his dx:‘%‘;mn feft then a space lo mave into,” said one uwlustry
afficial. “If they'd started with V| § and |, where would they go to now?"

YVajentr's presence at the helm of the miplementation group charged wah
developing the TV system not only gave the panel soime credibility, it gave the
mdustry a higheprofile ligure expericnced at handhing eriticivm and public
relations. Yalerdi wag alse thought to be the only one who could hold together
the diverse snd combative elements of the industry.

“Sotncbody had 1o be out front on the issue, and the only one that the
broadcast, cable and movie people could agree on was Jack Valenli,"” said one
executive favolved in the effort. "He's been around along time, His record
speaks for itself, He may have been right or wrong, but he doesn't play it cute
in the comers.”

Under the industry's system TV shows {all inte one of six different age
categories thal range from "TV.G," designating materiad suitable for all ages,
to "TV-MA" for mature awdiences only. Children's shows will be labeled, using a
“TVY-Y" as suitabie for all youngsters and "TV-Y-7" as appropriate for ages 7 and
aider.

Child advocacy groups and lawmakers complain that the industry’s approach is
too vague and will be of Tittle use to paronis. They want specific S, Vand L
warnings indicating the inteasity of cach in every show.,

Yalents was not at McCaiy's mecting Wednesday because he was in California
attending to other MPAA business, participating in discussions on the
wterpational piracy, trade and copyright issues that cost the motion picture
industry billinos b lost poiemial income,

"I've got immense problems way beyond the importance of a TV ratings system,”
Valenti said from Los Angeles. "These are really big, cosmic issues.”

While Valenti admitted lowering his profile, he denied being cut out of the
TV ratings system talks.

- Tve i::»wlz on tie g}!wm talking to everyone,” he sazd ’Nohod}' I?Z’ii\CS a tnove
without talking to us.”

. The MeCain mceting was with the networks, not the siudiés he said, 1t did

) 1101 include the top network brass or the chiefiains of the companics that own

them, nor did it inctude e other Was] mg:t(m association chiefs Natignal
Cable Television Assn. head Decker Anstrom or National Association of
Broadeasters CEO Edward Fritts. Since a deal wasn't going to be done atthe .



meeting, he didn't need to be there, be explained, Broadeasters agreed to megt
with tawmakers in two weeks and update them on the progress.

"The Congress is atter the networks,” Valenti said. "The broadeasters are the
only ones they regulate. They can exert pressure on them by threatening 1o take
away their licenses. That's their Damoclean sword."

That threat is exemplified by legislation MeCain plans (o bave the Senate
Commeree Committee consider on June 18, when he has scheduled a vote on a bill
introduced by Sen. Dan Coats, R-Ind., that would make a content-specific ratings
system a condition for breadeasiers' getting their Heenses renewed.

MeCain's panel approved a bill by Sen. Ernest Hollings, D-8.C., that would
either force the TV industry to provide more dotailed rating information about
viclent content or air violent shows anly when children are not likely to he
watching. [{ awaits Serate action.

Thase bills are having their effect as broadeastors are scrambling to sapsiy
ratings system critics and head off uny more votes.

Fax and ABC are tived of baving to defend the system and want to buy some
peace by adding V, S and L, but there is a question an how much peace they aan
buy tf all the networks add the classifications.

McCain, Coats and Rep. Ed Markey, D-Mass,, said Wednesday that thoy would
attemipt to head off any legislative effort of the networks that would add V, §
and L. Markey said he also wants the networks to pledge oot 1o use as o dunping
ground for progranuning that runs the gamut rom the innocuowus (o the insulting.

All of this behind-the-scenes mancuvering has now persuaded the players (o
agree to meet wath McCain in two weeks to dascuss their progress.

Valenti confidants also complain that the networks made a strategic error
this week when deaks emerged that Fox and ABC were ready 1o make a change. In
effect, broadceasiers showed their hole cards before the hand was called, they
argue, . ' ‘

“There comes a time to cut a deal. You have a public fuce that you have to
matntain, but you don't ehange that until you have a deal$” said one source

closeto Valenti, "You certainly doitt go ieak it to the press and-then try to

niake the deal” '

Valenti réfused to point fingers at anyone, however, and it is unclear how

-
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long he will keep in the background. Valenti has been counted out and rebounded
more times than nearly anyone in Washington and it may be premature to count lim
out now,

"Everything we pledged to do on Feb. 29, we've done," he said. "I've been
able to hold together this unlikely coalition for a while.”

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: June 9, 1997



June 11, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT

FROM: DON GIPS
JIM KOHLENBERGER

SUBJECT: TELEVISION RATINGS UPDATE

As you know, we are close to a deal on Television ratings. The mectings vou did this
week with the parent groups and with Jack Yalenti helped to get us very close to a compromise
on tefevision ratings that will be a big wis for parents.

The wughest challenge at this point is ensuring that Congress sipns on because we want
{his to be 2 White House announcement on June 181h. Sepator McCain, who has been visible in
thie press recently on this issue, ig threaiening industry that he will not support a deal if they come
to the White House to announnce it Industry seems 10 be very nervous about meoving forward
without Congress. We are sow exploring a speaking role for MeCain ol 2 Whaile House event. It
is going to be hard o get McCain. ' '

STATUS OF NEGOTIATIONS

Three of the Big 4 TV networks are close 1o agreeing to'add S V and L 1o the on-sereen
icon, with NBC as the only holdout. The letiers would be added 0 the existing ratings to designate
sexual coront, vielense, and language. MceCain puilesd together o much publicized meeting lust
week that included Markey, Coats, Tauzin and industry fcaders. MeCain has asked the parents
groups and indusiry to work tegether to show somce progress or reach a deal by June 18th when the
Commerce Commitice is expected (o markup a Coats bill that would take away digital Ygenses
without a content based rating.

In addition to NBC’s position, other possible stumbling blocks 1o an agreement include
Ligberman whoe wants his own {:Q{ét: of conduct-bill passed, and industry who wanis a legislative
moratorium for g mxmbcr of years. - : :

" In addition thore is some disagreenent as o whether the V- Cin;} should carry only this
rating scheme, ot carry third party svsicms as well, 0ur curreit position has bcczz that this should
be lelt for the FCC to decide.



QUTLINE OF PORSIME AGREEMENT

. Add New Ratings Cedes. The industry would agree to add four new felters SVI
and 1 (0 the existing ratings fo designate sexual content, violence, ngunge and
explicit dialogue.

. Mare Visible feons. The indugtry would agree o make the satings feon harger and
to display thent longer,

. Muore Parental Invelvement, The industry would commif to non-voting parental
representation on the ratings board.

. Our Commitment. Instead of a legistative moratorium, we would agree to say hat
industry and parcats have proposed 2 solution, now we should give this solution
along with the v-chip a chance to work in the macket before cansidering legistation.



TV Ratings Family Groups
Ceremonial Office
1105 am - 1 Had), Thursday June 19, 1997

Mecting requested by Don Gipsllim Kohlenberpger
Briefing prepared by Jim Koldenhergor

LVENT

You are meeting with representatives of a number of parents groups and Demaocratic members of
Congress who arc involved in the television ratings debate. You met with many of the same people
fast Monday. This is an opportunity to get an update on the negotiations, a chance for you to see «
video they have produced that shows violence in TV-7 cartoons, and o push for progress for a deal.
Still cameras will be inthe room. We will issue a statement from you after the event.

LOGISTICS (As of this writing, subject 1o change)

. You will make opening remarks o ask f-an
. Open up the mesting for discussion

. View video .

. You will wrap up the mecting

YOUR ROLI/CONTRIB |
. This is an opporturity for you to engage in the ratings debate, show you want to push
the envelope with the family groups while trying to ensore that the family groups and

these members of Congress are all supporting & final deul.

PROGRAM NOTES

. Hill update. McCain said Tuesday that he wants ndustry 1o come up wiih
agreement by next Tuesday, or to let him know that no agreement is possible. He
made statement {oliowing mecting of legislators and half-dozen industey leaders,
including represeniatives of networks and Time Warner, Markey, Licherman and
Hollings were part of McCain’s meeting.  MceCain also asked Reed Hund! to
posipone his Friday sessionon TV r’ztmg,s While close, it 1s still unclcar when or if
the deal will got done, : : ‘

. ¥-7a key siizzkiﬁg peim, One of chief sticking ’pein{s.is\ how i define Y7 category

* of progratming aimediat children 7 and younger.. Parend groups are pushing for V,
© S, and L designations {violerice, sex and language) for that program tategory.along

with othet categories, cpiefly because of violence in cartoons. Networks are tesisting
and may want a modified descriptor instead of V. Inthe zzzgaiiz;g, lust nipht with

. industry, industry offered to add FV for “Fantasy Violence™ The fumily groups

, ‘”beilwe I Vi is mmicadmg i‘h{:rﬁ are no dwcrz;}i{m for iizz, general cafi,gg}ry i}{ﬁaw Y-



7. Allother categuries would have V5 and L. FFox and ABC are leading the protest
agatist Y7, althoagh others bave objections.  The video that you witl sce will
highlight the violence on Y-7 rated cartoans.

Hidden tndicators, A sccond issug is hidden indicators. When a show s rated TY
14 but has sexual or violent behavior af the PG level, the proups feel that it sheuld
be given o Voor an 8. Industry strongly objects to this point. The question is is
whuthar the rating should get rounded up or rounded down. '

Legislative Moratorium, The final outstanding issuc is the legislative moratoriam.
Phe industry wants a compnitment that Congress will not move legislation related to
ratings or content {or 3 years. MceCain has been willing to commit to a moritorium
on ratings but surprised industry by not commiting to 8 moralorium on legislation
related 0 content such as Liberman’s bill. The groups are willing to give on the
ratings legislation for an unspecified period and are split on the content issue.

Licherman, Scnator Licherman does not think the famuly groups have asked for
enough. In fact, Licherman would not be disappoimed if the deal &el! ansrt. This
mueting is a good opportumity for you 1o desons, de that wo Do jadlung aic
envelope with the fnmilies but that we all must come together {or a fing] deal.

Licberman thinks felevision ratings as part of the broader “culture wars.” Licherman

predists the parents’ groups will realize that by agrecing 10 @ now ralings system, v.bw
will have relinguistied much of their leverage to gain concessions i the content of
the programs, Television execcutives, he suggests, will be able o defend any
pereeivid programming excesses by noting that viewers had been warned in advance.
I icberman says parents will be forced "o put their V-chip where their mouth 8.7

Lagherman has & hill thal would create 2n aniitrust exemption for networks and cable
so they could agree to create a code of conduct and set aside the 8 pa to 9 pam. hour
for family-friendly programming. Last weck Licborman was looking fo huve the
parents groups sign 4 letter asking for levels of violence 1.6, VIito V5

licherman is important to the deal because industry is at the table secking a
commitment from Congressional leaders that they will not seek further contemt
lepislation like Licbernuny’s. '

. !lullm;,s. Iloilmvs also has a brI! that Ezc wam_s a w}la o, Eicﬁimgs bzii w&a td foree
hroadeasters to provide more information for ratings or channcl violent progeamming
into night hours. - He believes his bill wouldn’t have any effect if they went 10
content based ratings as they say they will 2- so why not have a vote on it He fecks
that having a bill is the only way to keep industry honest. Hollings may be late or
szagw'zilahla because be h'as a Imrkhup carlicr in the morning. )

~ Markey. Markcy‘has been a key player in the mtings debate. As the original auther -



ef the V-Chip legislation, Markey hus been actively involved as a voice for the parent
graups. He also managed the Peoria mecting succesiully,

Participants
Carolyn Breediove Nattonal Bducuation Association
Sally McConnell Mational Association of Secondary School Principles
Margaret Garikes American Medical Association
Amald Fege ‘ Parent Teacher Association
Marjorie Tharp American Academy of Pediatrics
Meoghan Pruniy Children Now
Kathryn Montogomery Center for Media Education
June Miltion National Association of Elementary School Principles
Robernt Phatlipps American Pgychiatric Association
Kirn Wade _ Children’s Defense Fund
Feff Mcintyre American Psychological Association

* Talking Poinis
. Recent article
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Talkiag Points

Let me start by commending all of you in this room for your commitment to fighting so hard
on this issuc,

Let me recognize the remendous leadership of Senator Hollings, Senator Licherman, and
Congressiman Markey, The three of you are owed a debt of pratitude from the country, Your
most regent efforts have helped to bring us to the point where we are today. But that should
not avershadow your historie fight to make television safe {or children that all three of you
have waged over tme.

As for these of you who representing organizations, not only do you stand up for pacents and
chilidren every day, but my staff tells me that in these recent negotiations all of you have been
working around the clock to tey to bring about a real improvement in the ability of parents
to contrel what comes info their homes.

At aur last mecting | asked for you to push for what was right, but to find ways to reach
conscnsus where that was possible, From what 1 have heard, vou have approached these
negotistions it exactly that spirit 1 understand you have stood up for what matters,
compronitsed where possible and are making real progress. | commend you for that,

My poal teday is 1o hear fram alt of you what the best way is (o achieve a victory for parenis
and children. | also want 10 express my commitment to achieving that goal and reaching an
agregiment - an agreement that all of us can stand behind.






TVIRatings, lat Lg-Wraitetnru, auvdt, byu
hgreement seen nearing on strengthening TV ratings systenm

INSERTS 3 grafs after 15th pvs, Broadcasters want, te UPDATE with
result of meeving; edits to tighten

By JERNNINEG AVERSA=

Associated Press Writers

WASHINGTON (AR} The TV industry is moving closer Lo an
agragment on adding codes for violence, sax and crude languags Lo
its Semonth-old program ratings. Bub sticking points remain.

Senate Commerce Committes Chairman John MeCaln, R=Ariz., in a
meeting with broadecast and cable network representatives Tuesdoy,
gave parties until next Tuesday Lo come Lo an agreement.

"I'm very optimistic there will be an agresment'’ at that time,
McCain told reporters after the mesting. If not, he vowad to move
forward on legisiation that would force the TV industry Lo adopt
stronger ratings.

"The nmessage to the broadceasters ig: Time 18 up. You must no
longer delay in giviang parents the warnings they need, ' said Hep.
Edward Markey, D-Masz., who wrote the law calling upon the TV
industry Lo rate programs.

After two weeks of negotiations, lawmakers, representatives from
broadcast and cable networks and parsnis groups say progress in
being made toward strengthening the ratings systen, which Loak
effect Jan., 1.

In gensral, there's more support in the TV industry Yov nddding
TTV,PY TS and T LYY to three ratings cato v a5 Lo o
viclence, sex and potentially offensive language, sald
representatives involved in the negotiations, who spoke on
condition of-anonymity. ; ‘

Those ratings are: ~"TV-PG,'' parental guidance suggested;
CCPv-14, 'Y programs unsuitable for children under 14; and

TY-MA, ' for mature audiences only.

And there's broad support for running the onsgreen ratings nore
frequently and more prominently.

But members of the TV indostry are split over adding v, !

B oand TTL, 'Y to ancther ratings categony: TUTV=YT,' 7 which
designates children's programs suliable for children 7 and older.

Some broadcasters don't want 1o add the " "V'' because 1i would
capture cartoons that now "fall into the ~TV-Y1'' category,
industry and government sources sald.

Sexual content and crusie language are considered less of &
stunbling block for broadcastaers because faw, Iif any, ~~Tv-¥7''
programs includs such gontent, ,

Instesad of adding a ~'V'' to c¢hildren's shows rated ~"TV-Y7'~'
zome industry members are discussing adding other designations such
as A for actlion adventure or LY for comedic violence.

Another sticking point batwedn industry and parents groups is
how to. revise a content description that now accompanies Lhe

“TY-PG'' ratings category to prcvida parents wizh MOre spacific
infarmation. :

The existing con?enﬁ doscrlptawn says thal programs 7~ may
contaln infregquent coarse language, ll%&i@@ violengs and some

ugg@stive beyual gdialogue and &lLuatlans ) Moot programs are
rated TTV-PG.

- To keep -the pressure on the. TV zndustry Lo aot on its awn,

- McCain has schedeled a committee vote on.d 'bill by Sen. Dan Coats,

~ Re~Ind.’ that - would force’ stronger ratings. for Thursday = one day
b@fare the Federal” Commaﬂzcahlcns Pemmlgsxon bolds its first


http:infocmat-i.or
http:rt)tir.gs
http:l\VEF.ST

hearing on the elrecrivenggs oL he IV 1hDuUdLey’ s rading sysiem.

Hroadcasters want assurances {rom Congress that the addition of
TV, T8t and CCLYY or other changes would effectively
short-circuit legisliative sclubions. Wnile wol advocating specific
changes, McCain has sald he would glve such assurance if the TV
industry, parvents groups and key TV lawmakers come Lo an agreament
to improve ratings.

But that assurance, MeCain saind, would bae limited to halting
stronger ratings legislation. It would nol extend 1o legislative
efforts to improve the qguality of TV shows. Specifically, McCain
said his pledge wouldn't apply to a bill by Sen. Joseph Lisberman,
D-Connt., that aims to make TV programs more family friendly.

I think I could prevall in tabling any motion that would
affect the ratings systems thal everyone agreed to try,'' McCain
said. But he added: "1 wiew the ratings system as one issue and
the discussion about content of programs another one.'

The distinction doesn't $it well with broadcasters.

Coats’' bill would forbid the FCC from renewing TV stations'
licenses unless they provide detsiled information about a program's
sexual and violent content. The bill doss not recommeﬂd &
particular ratings system.

The TV industyy, wanting more time Lo negotiate a deal, is
pushing for the FCC to delay Friday's hearing.

APNP-(G6~17-87 18Z4EDT

Copvright (o} 1897 The Associated Press
Received by NewsEDGE/LAR: &/17/787 7:13 P
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Meceting with Jack Valenti
West Wing Office
6:005 pm - 6:418 pr, Wednesday July 2, 1997

Mecting requested by Don Gips
Briefing prepared by Jim Kohlenberger

EVENT

You are meeting with Jack Valenti to accomplish three things:

. to gel an update on where he thinks the TV ratings alks are at
. to urge him to accept the children's advocacy groups latest offer
L to eneourage him to seek agreemend around the language you used in your press

statement "we think it is only Tair that we allow sufficient time for the V-Chip and
the ratings system to work in America's home."

BACKGROUND x

Industry and family proups have the framework of an agreement in place. 1f there is an
agreement, this meeting allows industry (o give you some oredit for hedping broker the deal. We will
not be public about this meeting. The negotistors will.not mect again until next Monday or Tucsday
making a deal before next Friday unlikely.

Jack may ask to have the FCC heanng on television ratings moved back once again. You

should remain non-commutial,

ATTACHMENTS

. TV Ratngs Press Statement



TV Ratings Announcement

Roosevelt Hoom
12:15 - 12:43pm, Thursday July 19, 1997

Meeting requested by Don Gips
Briefing prepared by Jim Koblenberger

IVENT

You are joining child advocates and members of Congress to announce the TV Ratings
agreement being reached today. The agreement fargely mirrors the provisions that you catled
upon paverds and udustry groups to make in o previous statement. Among other details that you
highlighted, they agreed to include S,V L and D 10 note progrions that contain sexual content,
violence, course fonguage or maturs: dislogue. They will also add an FV rating {(Tantasy violence)
for the TVWY7 programns deemed suifable for kids aged 7 and older. Industry will make their
announcement on paper and thus witl not be prusent af this snnouncement, This event s OPEN
PRESS.

LOGISTICH (As of this writing, subjest to change)

. Prior o the annguncement, Don Gips and Jim Kohlenberger will brief you in your
West Wing Office. N '

* You will begin the program with a statement, and then inroduce represeniahives
of the four key organizations who negotiated on behalf of parents. They will each
sprak for a minute and inclode:

- Lois Joan White, Parent Texcher Assoviation

- Kathryn Montgomery, Center for Media Education
- lohn Nelson, Americun Medicn] Agsocintion

— Carelyn Brecdlove, Nutional Education Association

. You will then introduce Semtor Jobhn MeCain who has been involved inthis
effort and demonstrates the bipartisan nature of this agreement whoe will make
brdel remarks. “

T Then vou will introdice Congressman Ed Markey who led the effort in the
Fiopse and was the origiaa! author of the V-Clip legisiation in the Mouse,

COYOUR ROLECONTRIBUTION . . g

. In announcing the ratings agreement. you will be cominting the sdiminisiration’s
leog conusmitrist o giving parenis control over st comes into their living
yoenns. This event allosss vou Lo fiighlight your long involversent i this issue,
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Aprceent on Modifications to the TV Parenta! Guidelines

¥
* ¥

1. Content Informativn: The following content mformation, where appropfiate, wall
be added to all non-exempt programming to supplement the existing TV Parcutsd
Guidelmes: inthe TV.Y7 category - 'V for fantasy violence; in the TV.PG, TV-14 and
TV-MA categorics -- V for violence, § for sexnal situstions, L. for languape, and D for
dialogue. '

2. Desceriptions of the Guidelines: Modifications will be made to the caiepory
descriptions as specificd m Attachment 1.

3 Monitoring Board:  Five non-industry members, ‘drawn from the advocacy
community and gelected by the Chainman, widl be appoinied to the Monitoring Board ag
full voting members. Recommendations for appomiment to the Board will be offered by
advocacy groups uad Montooug Board members,

4. Vechip: The industry and advocacy groups will recommend 10 the FOO thar the
MPAA movie rating system and the umiversal television rating systemn be the only
systems mandated for inciusion o the Vechip. ‘

5. Icons: Larger icons will appear on-screen for 15 secondd at the beginning of 4l
rated programming and through usc of display button thereafler.

6. Assurances: Attachment 2 reflects the apresmeni reached between the indusiry
and advocacy groups on treatment of the relevant proceedings at the FCU and pending
ald loture legistation.

7. Researeh and Evaluaton: Independers cclentific research and evaluaton will be
updertakes onee the V. ohip has been in the markeiplace.

8. Fifective Dater Networks will beyin W rate progaammung asing the new.paversal
television rating sysiom by October 1, 1957, The iadasiry agrees 1 encode ad tnsit
. the rating inforsation in Line 21 ‘of the vertical blunkung interval 90 days after the TOCs
rules en [lit?; v'*{?i}g;; standard bécoms Cffc‘c{gvc‘” - ‘ ‘ |



exists {eniny and will soon be waking an amooncement on the membuership ofa
conunission that will assess the pubshie inlerest oblisstions in the digital workd

Nhee Vochip is st severs] years away from being widely available, row will the praposed
ratings be suude available to consamery? .

The Adosinistration has asked the industey to make #s ratings avatlable in the peint media,
We are workiog with various nowspaper associations and whier to reach that goal,

When will the V-Chip be available in the marketplace?
The FCC still has a role to play before adepting this ratings sysicm and selting the
requireimenis for the v-chip. But the V-Chip will be in new television seis begioning next
February.

Worn’t contfent ratings encourage young people to flock fo the shows that have a more
sexusl or matare rating?
Progran: ratings are designed to lot parents exercise responsibility in what their children
sce and hear, Rattngs will not isake puople responsible who do not choose to be,

Will these ratings slong with the V-chip limit the availability of pregrams with mafuec
confent on 1clevision out of fear that the advertiser comntity will nat pay for hows that
niay be blocked by large numbers of viowers?
Advertisers slready sereon shows before they advertise on them. Far from lisiting
serious subject matter on television, the Vechip and a ratings system: will help parents
nlan how they will use and view serfous shows with their children without worrying that
their children will see those shows when the parents are not there to put them into -
context,

In addition {a the vatings, what steps will the Administration take (o reduee he level of
violenee amd sex on telovision?
The President has challenged the enteriminment indusiry 1o make shows their ehildren and
grandchijdren conld watch. By fighting for the V-chip and an effcotive ratings system
the President bas given familics all across the nation an easy way (o vote for belier
progreatmming by turning off shows they find objectionable and supporting shows that are
family friendly. These ratings combined with the Vechip ace the ultimate market
fodt ?gu,k ¢ l.&*it..{. to tel ht, iplustry what families want to walch.

The President vecently suggested an Inter m,f V-chip be developed. Are you planning on
dmng s;amaﬁtmg, simaitar with a Vechip and a ratings sysiem for the Internet? '

I‘}u. President has aiwﬁiyﬂ; tatked about RIving parents tize,, tools zix,y need 1 contro] what
comes into their homes. There is technology being, develaped for the Tnterst that could
Dbe used Tike the V-ehip to allow parents to Tave contro! dver what comes in over the

Toternet, The Prestdent has sad be will meeti with industey, parent groups and others in
the near futwre to help ereate a solution for, '



allows you to stand with the parent groups showeasing the announcement as o win
for parents across the country, and allows you to demonstrate the bi-partisan
nature of the agreement - '

PROGRAM NOTES 2 N

While the event is open press, you will not be taking any questions and sheuld
nHYVE 10 eXil as soon as possibic after the event. .

. Part of our goal roday 15 (o highlight your involvement in reaching this agreement.
As vou reeall, In nddition o scveral phone calls, you met with the Tamily groups
twice and industry representatives twice to help achieve this agreement.

- While this agrecment is a good step forward, no agreement i perfect. Onthe one
gide, NBOC s not hkely 10 stgn up 10 the agreement ctting a ereeping infringement
on the firat amendment. On the other side, the American Pavehintric Association
is 1ot signing the agreement beeause they want a speeific conunitment that the V.
Cliip will carry other ratings systems in addition to the industry proposed system,
Additionally, Senator Licherman won’t be with us beeause he belioves that in
another & months parents will still have concerns. Senator Hollings is not on
board because he wants a vole on his bill. Despite these holdows, the agreement
hag broad support, '

ATTACHMENTS o

. Details of the agrevinent
J Previous Statement

. Press QGRA

. List of attendees

. Talking Points



et

TV Ratings Q&A

With this announcement, sren’t vou adustiing thot the system von announced st
Becember o o failure? ~

When industry snpounced the sysiem al the White House fast Decensber, the Pregident
made it clear that we weren’t endorsing this particelar rating plan, The President
specifically asked parenis to give their feedback to industry with an eye to how it could
be improved. The Presdient also pointed out that the move to @ content based raling
system, like the one we are snnouncing with this agreement, would e much ensicr to
achieve with the aged based system that we announced in December in place. So this
agreement is made possible besause of the groundwork that the President and Vice -
President laid heginning with the anncuncement of the V-Chip originally ot the Family
Conference in Tennessee, convincing the industry to develop & rating systen st a While
House Summit, challenging parents to find ways o make it better when we sonounced
the system last Decomber, and then urging parents and industry 1o mectings this month ©
reach this solution.

Are vou going to open this ap again if # stil doesn’t meet parents necds?
p
This administration has a long history of listening to parents o this issue and on other
issues. We aren’t going to stop listening to purents needs. However, industry and parents
have proposed u solution, now we should give this ';nlutlon along with the v-chip a ch'mcc.
to work in the market hefore considering anything more.

Will the Adntnistration support ather efforis (o lmit the vielence on television, sueh as so-
called "safe harbor” and “family viewing” legislation or gaverameni-sponsored “report
cards” on TV viclence?
The Administration supporis giviag families -- not the governmuont mxd not corporate
executives - the power ta control what comes into their living rooms through the
television. While we suppart the concept of Himiting violence and sox while children
make up a large portion of the audience, we believe the indusicy should do so volumtarily
and do not believe the gax*;:r;zineni shoukd reguiate the content of wlevigion,

Has ‘the Administration agreed to LJ‘ ¢ the br uadc.n!us free (hg:‘lleli hs:t-me\ in uch.m"c fm
t!u, industry adopting  ratings system?

" Absoluiely noi. Tlic Administration position was announced long ago long before thc V.
chip was passed and at a tisne when the broadeasters were widely expected to sue to block
the ¥V-chip OOEC. it 1}«:&;[21@ brw, We believe an auction of the su»adimi analoyg spectrum

o be retorned o the i,m:,rmzmz% lay the bmadcaﬁiur% will reise more money than an
auction of the digital spectrun and will provide o more arderly ransition to digital
television, especially i smaller communities. However the digital hoenses are awarded,
we believe they should be accompanied by a much lugher public interest standard than
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Flow can this deal go Tfoward without NBC?

We are hopeful that iy the end they widl join with this broad industry consensus. This s
right for parents and its right tor America. We hope they will voluntarily join in.

Will you support legislation it NBC does not join in?

We think this agreement is @ major step forward.  We hope in due coarse they’ll join in.
If not we will consult with parents groups and the rest of industry, and Congress before
assesing what further action to take.



THE WHITE HOUSE

£Mive of the Vier Presudent

Fesr bmedinte Raduine Copiney 202-450.7035
Thursday, Jupe {9, 1097 ~

STATEMENT BY VICE PRESIDENT GORE ONTY RATINGS

Today, T owet with parent groups sad Congressional leaders as purt of our offort 1o follow
up ot the work we started when we signed the Telecommuaications Act that requued the V-
Chip,

Tadny’s mecting was the next step afier the meetings | had last week with Tannly and
mduatry groups. At those nseetings, parent groups made it loud and slear that they want
additional content based ratings, and lndustry representatives gave assarances that industry
would work with the parent groups te try to reselve this issug,

Both sides have worked burd to reach common ground. T eonmmend them for their effort
thus far and Lurge them to do what §s right for the country and find o way 10 reneh an agroement.

Now, more than cver, it's tinwe for the Iindustry 1o put the ¥V back in the V-Chip, We need
i Ve Voto tell ug when cur youngest ehildren could be expesud to violence,

I remain hopeful that the elevisian industry will decide 10 add ¥V, 8 and L 1o the ratings,
and thal they will make sure that parents are given reliable information about the fevel of
violeneg in Y-7 rated progrims -~ the rating for acceptable programming for children over age 7.
Iy egtarn, we think i0is only G that we allow sufficient time for the V-clup and the ratings
system 10 work in Anwerien’s honws,

To ensure that we have time 1o resolve this complex issue, [ am also announcing that the
Admutistration will officially ask the FCC w move back the date of the FCC's hearing on
television ratings now scheduled for Friday,

o An apreement tha will give pareits more information about television programming to
hel parents make choices abont what is agpropriate for their ehildren to watch is within our

reach. Lats seive fhis opportunity,

3



. Groups Strike an Agreement

To Add TV Rating Specificé, :

Al

Negotiators for the television in

: dastry and family advocacy groups
reaciied an agreement last night on
expanding the industry's six-month-
", old ratings system to include code
letters for violence, sexual content
and foul language, ending more than
a year of contentiousness on'the sub-
ject.

The conclusion came in part. be-
cause of an unusual piadge by sov-
sral members of Longress whe have
direct influence over telecommuni
cations law: They promised not to
promote legislation about television
content, scheduling or ratings for
threg years.

in exchange, all the major, braaé»
casi and cable networks except NBCQ
have-agresd 1o use additional code
letters in raring their shows: V.for
vizlence, S for sexusi content, L for

vulgar language, D for suggestive -

dinlogue and, on children’s pro-
grams, ¥V tor fantasy violence.

Aboui 20 groups representing 1am.

tltes or ehildren had ohiected that the
original rating system, devised by an
wndustry panel last year and based
on the age-group categories of the
maovie rating syatem, did not convey
10 parents enough information about
what kind of content caused a show
i have 4 cerizin raing.

"Peopie involved in last night’s ne-
gotiations, who insisted on anonym-
ity, said the family advocacy groups

- wanted o wai uatl roday o0 an

nounge the agresmment bhecause they:

have besn invited @ do so a1 the
White House with Vice President
e, ,

“It's 2 done deal” Senater John
McoCain, the Arizenza Republican who
heads the Commerce Committes,
said last night, “There wilibe S, ¥, L,

- and D, and the icons will be brighter,

more visible and will stay on the
sereen longer.”

Mr. McCain helped clineh the deal
yesterday by securing nine senators'
Signaiures on a leiter gromising &

moratorium on television-program.

ming legislation “{or several vears,"

Continued on ;’zzge A4

By LAWRIE MIFFLIN

Continued From Page AI
? ‘ ;
Among the signers was Seaate Ma-

———

jority Leader Trent Lott, Republican

of Mississippi.
Representative Edward J. Mar.
key, the Massachusetts Democrat,

who sponsored the ¢riginal legisia«:
tion. mandating a8 V-chip electronic’

blacking device in new television geIs
and a rating system to activate’ i,
presemed the industry with suchia
letter Tuesday, sigoned by four House
members and specifying 2 three.

year moratorium. Rep. W. 1. (3illy).
Tauzin, Republican ¢f Louisiana and .

chairman of the House Telecom-
munications sabcommittes, aiso ?zas
written such a letter.

Vit i3 pretty unusual te come o a
public agreement 1ot {0 pass a law,”
Mr, Markey said Jast night, addzng
he ceuld not think of ansther time it
had happened. *'Df course, deals get
made — I promise this"if you do

that' - but no one advertises them." |

Mr. MeCain said the purpose of the
mioraterium was to allow sifficlent
time for famiites to get used fo the
ratings system,-and to use it in cone
junction with the Vchips, which will
not be installed on -television sezs
until early next year.

Many family advucacyxgmaps ap-

posed an age-based rating system -

from the moment the industry an.
nounced in February 1998 ihat it

planned o design a system similarto,

that used by the Motion Piciure Ag.
sociation of Amsgrica Representa

“tives of those groups argue thet i the

industry had listened to thers then; {t
would nalhave encgantered the vd-
ciferous opposition it has heard frofm
the advocacy groups ever ginge.
But many industry represe:ita.
tives believe that the bulk of Ameri.

¢an families do not want, or will'not’

bother to use, as complidgied 8 575+
tem as the ong the advocacy groups
pursued, which will be tried starting
in the fall. Some networks also fear
advertisers will steer'clear of shows
that have V or § ratings.

NBC has decided not 1o join the
gther broadeast and cable nerworks
adding the new code letters. The net-
work said in a .statement released
-last wight' “NRC is disappointed that -
the industry’ €apitulated to political
and speclal-interest pressure and gis
not ook more seriously ot the impll
cations of the flawed process in
which they engaged.”

The staterpent said that NBL con-
sidered the pressure brought on the
industry to be a form of government

. coercion that could lead to censor

ship. "Viewers, not polhtivians and

- special-interest groups, should regu-
jate the remote control,”” the network

gaid. NBC said & will continge o use
the current rating svsterm.

The Public Broadeasting Service
and cable’s Black Enlertainment
Television have never used even the
age-based system instituted in Janu-
ary, and it was not clear {ast night i
they would change their policies now.

The ratings currently used ars: Y
(lor ali children). and Y7 (may be
unsuitable for children under 7); TV-
G (for all _ages}, TV-PG (parental
guidance sxggesmd) TV-i4 {rmavbe
unsaitable Jor children under 14),
and TV-M (adults only). Eventually,

-parents will be able (o activate a

microchip to Block programs.

“It's n victory for families,” said
Mr. MeCain, “And you have to give
eradit to the industry lor being will-
ing 1o sit down and negotigte, All
politicians are quick o take credit,
but the family groups and the indus-
try deserve the credit.’”

Ehe New Pork Times

THURSDAY, JULY 10, 1997 |
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"TV Ratings

Agreement
- Reached

_NBC' Refuses to fazr; Deal
For Stmnger Admsarzes

But af a press conference. Jast

| night to announce the ratings pact, .
: MeCain sald the sssurances wotld
* notextend to NBC or other fistworks
thaz&xdnetmpzthe “voluntary”
+ ratings. “This was volantary in that

we {in Congress] did ot dicmte the
terms of the agreement, and yes, we
. expect evervone to comply with 8"
" said McCain. “Yes, there has been

. the threat of Eegzs!atwa, but the ead

. result, we think, is something that

Hl ByPaulPachi - .
Wadisgton Powt S5 Wrieer :

" oy he By P g oy 12

s £ 8 program-rating syster an
use new symbols to slert viewers sbout shows
that contain sex, vislence or crude
© Starting Cet. 1, cable and broadeast networks
© will fash new symbols at the start of programs
© when appropriate: § when s show featyres sexugd
depictions, V for acts for visleace, L for coarse
~ language and D for suggestve fiia%agzze,
 for children’s programs will includs the addifion
al designation FV 1o flag “fantasy viclenoe® of the
kind feamred on  programs Eke “Mighty Morphin
Powet Rangers.” The new symbols are in addh
tan to the much<eriticized agebased ratinge=

. asuchst?GerWiMhazhmbemw
', ing at the start of shows for six months,

Industry repregentatives snd members of the
educadonal and parents groups who worked out
the agreement over fhe g.sz three weeks will
formaily sign the deal today ot & White Rouse

- ceremony presided over by Vice Fresident Gore,

But the agreement resched in pr Iast
night already has one significant defector, NBC,
the toprated network In prime fime, sald B would

uot support the modifications. Instead, R sald &

+ would offer its swn advisories, simifar to the
“viewer disoretion” wammga that now mmpa-
" By some programs. :

. *While we be%wve that more information is
useful 1o parents, NBC is concerned that the
ulitimate aim of the current grstem’s crities Isto
- dictate programmiby content,” the network sald
in g statement last pight
The aerwork is concerned primarily that Ccn

gress will not live up 10 & promised moraterium -

"o legislation the televisipn industry would con-

T sider onerous. Congress has been sn sctive

player in the negotiations, and several members
have inroduced bills that sould all but force

See RATINGS, A16,Col.4
RATINGS, From Al

programmers to comply with a rat-

mg system that is supposed to be
: voaustary, Among these are bills that
P would deny noncomplying TV sta-
tions resewal of thelr broadeast li
censes and another that would force
networks to restrict violent progratn-
ming to fate-night hours.
That pressure, coupled with con-

staot criticism from parents and oth- .

ers that the current systern is too

vague to be helpful to parents, effec.

tively foreed the indusiry to the table
to work out changes.

Sen. John MeCain (R-Ariz}, who
chairs the Commerce Committee,
yesterday unveiled a letter signed by
nine senators that promised “several
years” of governument forbearance in

-next vear. Rep, Ed

P Amenmfamﬁzeswﬁibembsppy ,
! with”

Rep, W], 'Biﬁy'?am {R-I;L}
sxid NBC and others that don't like.

the new ratings may “comp around” -

once they see that Co

keep its word sbout Jegislation, -
The revamped sysiem will . use

larger symbels ﬁzzzz those that pow .

#ppear in the upper lef-hand cormer-

of the screen at the stad of z pro-

a0

Ratlags gram, and will offer greater detall

sboul what's inashow, . -

A'program such ad *NYPD Blues
whick has been both lauded and-
crificized for ' gritty portrayzl of
police life, - caaid wind up with a -
rating jtke TV-I4SLVD, indicating
sex, violence, rough langusge and
racy dislogue appropriata only for
e Nasop> aight carry s TYPGD

¢ { carry a

rating to warn ?Imrs that it has
suggeetzvedzai

Eventuslly, mewm will be zble fo
program their ssts io block out:
shows reted al & certaln level by
using the V<chip, 2 little bit of micro-
cirenitry that Congress mandated be
placed in all rew sets by February.of
Muarkey-(D-
Mass), who wrote the Vchip law in
the House, said yesterday that once
implemenied, the modified ratings
“wifl change forever the relationship
be!ween Amencan families and thw "

s

ed on whether the new uﬂnz! will
sonre off advertisers. Thelr h!szw—
fear Is that widespread blocking of !
programs—especially children’s
showy given an FV dmimﬂoa——

@héwaﬁhﬁtgwnipoﬁtf'

could reduce the sudiegces forsome~

series and mske them éasy Gargels
for boycotts by interest gToupL

- Foreshadowing stll further come-

troversy about the ratings, Holly--

- wood's three leading creative gullds.

have sald they may sue-to hlock:
impleuentaﬁon of the new system if*
it affects producers’ dcaalﬁm about‘

. what geta on the gir,

-Fugther, af least one arzs.nluﬁaa

' that participated io the retings sego- '
tiations, the American Psychiatric.

Association, was said by scurces to

be wavering in s suppert of the

agreement last night.

passing legislation that would affect »

“television ratings. prograns conteat
or seheduling.”
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TV Ratings Event

Roasevelt Room
1230 - 2:1 Spnu, Tuesday September 36, 1997

Mecting requested by Don Gips/dinm Kohlenberger
Briefing prepared by Him Kohlenberger

EVENT
Today you are mecting with three families 1o launch the new television ratings system and herald
anew era in television for children and families made possibie by three important new tools thit
you have fought 1o make available to families. With the V-Chip, the television ratings systems
and stations airing at least 3 hours of educational programming a week, this event will highlight
your efforts to help parents win back their living rooms and provide an invaluable arsenal for
Anmerica's parents, You wilt show clips of new educational programming, give parents their first
&]zmpafw of the new ratings sy stem and demonstrate & V-Chip that works with the new rstings,

These initlatives are only possible boeanse we have brought so many things together, Hamessing
technology, creativity and responsibility, bringing I(jy,,iila,-z parenis, business and government to
meet a magor challenge to our society, your efforts on behalf of familics are now beginning to
pay off. This event s OPEN PRESS,

LOGISTICS {As of'this wriling,. subjeet to change}

v Prior to the announcemncent. Jim Kohl ezz%x.z;?ez and Don Gips will brief you in your
West Wing Offier and show you how o work the V-Chilp demensiraton,

. In the Rooscvelt Koom, you will begin the program with brie{ opening comments.

- Three New KidVid Shows, You will introduce video of three new
educational children’s shows {Science Court, Kids Sports Hlustrated and
Beaknzn's World) made possible by the kidvid rules.

- New Televisien Ratings. You will show fwo examples on video of what

the new telovision mtings leok hike and show parents what they should be
o looking forin the new elevision ratings {V.8, L and D, longer times on

seraen, and {*sl%u)

-t V-Chip Demonstration. - You will then {kznamimia how the new V-Chip
will work with these new ratiogs by setting the V-Chip blocking fovels to
“hlock shows with excessive violence using the ¢n screen'menus {example
screen shots attached) and then demonstrate how it blocks %}y changing the
channel first to Sesame Sireet, then to the Texas Chainsaw Massacre, and

then back 1;,3112 1o Sesame Streel. The channels will be (.hdtli,,cd by stail

W mn yOU sy 10 change the chunnel.

+



V-CHEP Menu Sequence

{Screen shots attached - these will be explained in the pre-brict)

1y Press IMENUY to Bring up menu screen

23 Press 1234 1o enter pin numbuy

3y Presx |1 1o Seleet TV Guidelines

43 Press 4} 10 sclect TV-PG

5} Press (41 o block programs that contain excessive vickmee

63 Press PMENUT 3 Times to return to Sessme Street

73 Make reference to “changing channel” and stat? will swich W the
Texas Chuinsaw Massacre, which will now be Biocked,

. After the demonstrations, you will lead a discussion with a parent and child from
three families (their other family members will he in the audience) You will end
with closing remarks and depart.

YOUR ROLE/CONTRIBUTION

. This event highlights the new felevision ratings system and vour role in winning
back family rooms for children and parents with tree new toels. This is a day o
eelebrate how we have brought together industry, pareats and government 1o solve
these issues. You gre also marking the beginning of a new era in wlevision for
children and famibies.

PROGRAM MOTES

. Television Ratings, Tomorrow, stations will begin aiving the new lelevision
ratings that you anncunced on July 10th. You will giving parents ther first
glimpse of the new ratings. The new ratings will add 8.V.L and 1 1o the existing
ratings tcony 1o denote programs that contain sexual contem. violence, coarse
language or mature dinkegue, They will also add an FV rating (i‘amasy violetice)
for the TV-Y7 programs deemed suitable for kids aged 7 and older. The jcons
will be made mwore visible and the descriptors for the PG rating will be ¢learer.
You will recall that NBC and BET bave chosen not o adopt the new system but i
stead adding mare parental advisories. Nenator MeCain sent them a lelter

© yesterday threatening license revocation i they did not ji}?n i the system, s
our view that wa should not publicly attack NBC, bat i &5%&;3 Just state that we
ht)pc they will join with the rest of the mdﬁsir}’ , o

. KidVid I{ulc‘s‘ As‘yuu rc:cali, fast year at Iiw White House Summut on Children's
", Television we announced an agreement with industey on the Kid Vid rules. Last
Augost, the FCC adopied clear and congrete rules 1o encourage the development |
of and prometion of TV programming that would be both welcomed by parents
and witiched by ehildren. "The rules that ook efleet this menth require
hroadeasters 1o air ot least thee bowrs of this programiming a week, A Broadeast”
%zng,scc that ca prove that it has met !hcsu z‘u;zzzrz,zmnls will-have its.license

-


http:hours.of

rencwed by the FUC, The programs must be specifically designed o mect the
educational needs of children, as opposed to general audienee programming tsat
has seme incidental educational value, The program must air ot times when
children actually witeh TV (between the hovres of 7:00 am and 10:00 pm), be
least 30 minutes in length and be a regularly schedoled weekly program. Child
Advocacy groups have hailed a fow of the now shows but also point out that many
retworks are just doing the mintmum or have just secycled earlier content.

The twe new KidVid Shows that will be demuonstrated today are:

- Scenee Court, Science Coutt is a new educational series on ARC this
season where kids have to prove scicnee in a court of law. This animated
seienee serics throws scientific mysteries and comedy into a courtroom
setting as theories are seratierzed by a judge whose voice is that of
comedienne Paula Poundstone. On NPRs Talk of the Nation, Science
Court craator Tom Sayder noted that had it not been for the new FCC
three-hour requirement, he would not have had the opportunity or the
incentive to put Science Court on the air.

-- Sports Hlustrated for Kids, CBS has a new show Sports Hlustrated for
Kids,' an offshoot of the magazine, features sports heroes in segments
et to encournge fearning and positive values, Bach week, one host will
{oin a sports personality in his or her sarroundings {encouwraging a positive
sacial message). The other host will be on-site clsewhere to present an
informative story.

In addition, we will show one preexisting show:

-- Beakmuan's World, Scientifically solid "Beakman's Werld" s an
exampic of u show that is not sew but is s3ill cducational. This UBS show
wy geored fo ages 39, and has plenty o beoefit older Kids and their parenis.

The V-Chip, You will be demaonstrating the Gest V-Chip programmed to work
with the new ratings system using a prototype Vechip with on-screen controls.
While the V-chip that you will demonstrate is actually ina set-tap box, #t will
took exactly like the V-Chips that will eventually be in televisions because H uses
_on-screen controls and the set-top box will be put of sight. Under a rulemaking -
launched by the FCC just Tast week, the V-Chip will be in at least half of TV sets
13" or Jarger bualt in the LS, starting July [, 1998, 1t is Jikely that set top boxes
tike the one we are using taday witl be in the marketeven sooner.- The text of the
'V-Chip meng screens that you will use are attached, Like the different menus
developed by different VCR manufacturers, V-Chip menus will vary by
manuficturer,
N_c'“-'spapcr'puh!islting Ratings. In addition to the oh-screen ratings, ;}émn’ts’can



also find out about ratings through newspaper listings, According te a Newspaper
Association of America survey of its membership, more i 60% of pewspapess
which publish TV listings, are - or soon will ba -~ publishing the mtings in
woekly and/or datly TV guides. As of today, 12 of the 20 largest US. newspapers
are publishing ratings. This means that more 1%}3:2 34 million readers now, o7 in
the near future, will have access (o the ratings through their Jocal newspaper.

Abour The Families,

Betty and Richard Sheperd, Jr.

Betty and her danghtey, Keisha, 16, will participate in the discussion with ven. The
Sheperd family has lived in Columbia, Maryland, for twelve years, The Sheperds began
building a car dealership tn 1995 and opened it lust year. Their daughter, Keisha, 16, s a
Judor in public high school, Keisha recently wrote a paper for hor honors English class
titted, “Violence in Children’s Television.” Their son, William, 14, is a sophomore al Valley
Forge Military Academy. He will attond the event in his academy uniforni. The Sheperd
family is African-American.

Remwona and Kent Morrow

Ramona and bher daughter, Lauren, 11, will participate in the digcussion with vou,
Ramona and Ken Morrow have lived in Springliekd, Virgha, for thirfeea yours. Al
retiring frons Adr Foree, Ko began work st the Johas Hopkins Applicd Physics Laboratory.
where he does contracting. Ramona is a student at Northom Virgion Community College.
Runona is very active in the PTA, and serves on the siate board and as the Disiriet Manager
for Fuirfux Counly. The Morrows have three children: Amanda, 17; Jennifer, 15; and
Lavren, 11 Amands and Jeonifer are both active in the Lake Braddock high schaot
marching band, and Laureny, o sixth-grader, hat begun playug the trumpet,

Jean and Rick Voigi

Rick and his daughter, Kate, 14, will participate in the discussion with vou. Rick Vot
works as @ civiling financial mzznaﬂér for the Navy after a coreer m the milnary, Joan, 4
formoer nurse, 1 now o full-time mother and homoemaker, The Volgts have three chilkdo
E‘«/iicil;zcl 16 K;zice i-i»,d, kzzzgi faes, 6 As you mmmiw,, yousnd Mrs, Gorg .u,wrzlr}a.md the

Children and Television Factoids.

s

v The typical child witl watch 25.000 hours of wlevision before Iis or hor 18

birthday.

< Mast children watch an average of 3 16 4 houwrs of TV per dag, approximaiely 28
%wws cacht wmis . : . . .
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ATTACHMENTS
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Wialching TV is the #1 aiter-school netivily for 6 10 17 year olds.

Fach year most children spend about 1500 hours i front of the TV and 900 howrs 1o
the classroom,

By the tise children complete clementary school; the average child will wilness
more than 100,000 acts of violence on TV, nchuding 8,000 murders. These numbers
double to 200,008 acts of viclence and 16,000 murders by the fime they graduate
from high school.

Primne-time TV contains about § violent acts per hour compared fo an average of 26
viplent acts per hour during Saturday morning children’s TV,

Children who watch a large amount of violent programs tend to favor using
aggression o resolve confiicts,

The more vielence children waich on TV, the more likely they are to behave in
aggressive or harmful ways toward others, become Jess sensitive to other's pain and
suffering, be more fearful of the world arcund them, and increasce their appetite for
vialence in entertainmient and in real life.

V.Chip menn screens
Petails of the agreement
Talking Points

Article on new ratings



THE WIHITTE HOUSE
Ofice (0 The Viee Prosudom

FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: 202-456-7035
TUESDAY, September 36, 1997

VICE PRESIDENT LAUNCHES NEW TELEVISION RATINGS SYSTEM
V-Chip, Rutings, Educational Programs Give More Control, Choices To Parents, Children

WABSHINGTON - Launching a new era in television that will give parenis
unprecedented control over mformation that comes inte ther homes and children more choices
among cducational programs, the Vice President today {9/30) Joined three families to launch the
new television ratings system that will begin tomorrow (H/1/97).

“Taday, more and more children are being raised by parents who work eutside the home,
These parents face a continuing struggle to pass on thelr values and protect their childeen from
inappropriate influences. This is especially true of television programming that has such an
inpact on our children,” the Viee Prestdent said.

“That is why the new television ratings system is so important. Combined with the
sereening technology of the V-Chip, the new ratings system will help parents win back their
fving rooms, Parents will have unprecedented cantrol over the information that comes inta their
homes through the television,” he said.

Under the feadership of the President and the Vice President, the television industry
agreed to a content-bazed voluntary ratings system to become effective October 1, 1997, The
new ratings systemn will heip parents dentify which programs they want to block from their
homes thipugh o sercening device known as the V-Chip, The President signed into law a
requirement that the V-Chip technology be installed in all ielevision sets beginning as carly as
$0X1 yoear,

_ Ths Vice l‘rasuie;zi also showed u video of three new cducational cluldren’s shows:
Seienee Court, Spﬁrts fustrated for Kids, and Beakman's World, Again, under the feadership of
the President and Vice President, the television industry has agreed o atr more of these types of
programs. New Federal Ccmmumaauons Commission rules requiring three hours of educationat
" ahd instructional programzmng per week as a requirement f{}r Eiccnsc rencwal-went mt{} ef Z"cci

- this month.

ew e teamwork ameng parents, the television 1ndu$£ry and govmzznwz hias been
‘u:tprcccéazz:z.d the Vice President said. ““Parents can now tum up the volume on the ;wmm

il

power of welevision and hit the mute button when tzwcz\szzr}n’

i

w L



Summary of TV Ratings Agreement

New Ratings for Sex, Violenee, Langoage and Dinlogue. This agreement will add Jetter ratings -
8, V, Land I - to the existing TV ratings sysiem {or programs that contain sexual content, violenee,
course lnnguage or matare dialogue. Networks will begin 10 rate progrumming using the now
universal telovision rating systems by Qctober 1, 1997.

New Fantagy Violence Rating for children. The TV industry will add a special designation 'V
for fantasy viclence that would apply to cartoons or fantasy programs in the current TV-Y7 rating
* category which designates programs suitable for children 7 and older.

More Yisible Icons. The on screen ratings also will be made bipger and appear longer and more
frequently. :

Better Descripters. There's also agreement on making the description accompanying the TV-PG
ratings more speeific. The new description will be aleng the lines of “does centain moderate
violence,” The description now says shows “may contain limited vielence,”™  Parents found that
most shows now are rated TV-PG. By tightening descriptions, parent groups hope to reduce the
number of PG rated shows, which should give parents a better idea of content.

Gregier Parental Involvement. Five new full-voting members from the advocacy groups will be

- added o the existing Monitoring Board that reviews TV shows o detennine whether they have been
rated upproprizicly. That board is now filled only with industry members.



About the Pmilies

Ths Sheperd Fapuly - Betty and Richard, Jr., and their twee children, Kesha, 16, and Wilbiam,
H. The Sheperd family 1 from Columbia, M), Betiy and Keisha will participste in the
discussion with the Vice Peesident.

The Marrow Family - Ken and Ramona, and iheir three ehildren, Amanda, 17, Jensiter, 15, and
Lauren, 11, are from Springficld, VA, Ramona and Laveen will participate in the discussion with
the Vice President.

The Voigt Family - Jean and Rick Voigt, and thuir three children, Michaet, 16; Kate, 14; and
Sara, 6, are frons Alexandria, VA, The Vice President, Mrs. Gore ascompanicd the President to
the Veigl home on February 9, 1996, the day after the President signed the Teleconnnanications
Aci, to discuss the Vechip. Rick and Kate will participate in the discussion with the Vice
President.



VICE PREJSIBENT G ORE HAILS 7HE BEGINNING oF NEW Eg i TELEVISION
wWiTH THRreE: New TOOLS FOR {HILDREN AR FAMILIES

Sepepber 30, 1997

Today Vice Presidom Gore met with finnilics 1o baunch a pew era in television for
children and familics made possible by three important new tools — two of which are oaly now
geailable this month and one that will be available beginning next year, With the V-Chip, the
television ratings systems and stations airing at least three hours of educational programming o
week, the Clinton Administration’s initiatives o help parents win back their Living roonts
constitute any invaluable arsenal for America's parents.

Kid¥Vid Rules — Children Gettin v and Better Eduneational Programming.

The Vice Prestdent hailed & new rule that went into offect thig meonth that is bringing cluldren the
television programming they deserve, When the President and Vice President saw the
opportunity to use the airwaves for something positive - educational programming as great as
our kids -~ they embarked on an offort 1o bring new and better educational and instructional
programming 1o television seis everywhere. The fruns of their efforts have been seen on
elevision sets since the first of September. Now parents have maorc positive options for their
children. Afler an historic letter from the President and a White House Conference on children’s
television resulting in a compromise sgreement for three hours of cducational wlevision per
station per week, the Federal Communications Commission adopted elear and conerete rufes to ™
encourage the development of and promotion of television pregramming that would be both
welcomed by parents and watched by children. The rules that took effect this moenth requise
hroadeasters to air at least thee hours of educational and instructional progranuming a week for
Heence renewal,

Television Ratines -« Parents Kaowing about the Shows Their Children Watch

Recognizing that not everything on television is appropriate for young children, the Vice
President also launched a new tclevision ratings system that will begin airing October 1, 1997,
The additional wlevision ratings came abaut as a result of negotiations between industey and
child advocacy groups as announced by the Vice President on July 160, 1897, The new mtings
will adid 8,V.L and D to the existing ratings icens to denote programs that contain sexual contont,
vialenee, coarse language br mature dialogue. These 1s also a snew [V rating (fantasy violense} (o
let. parents know when programsmisig for our mast impressionable children may contain faotasy.
violence that some parents imay deem inappropriite. The i icons will be made more visible and
the deseriptors for the PU rating will be glearer. ' :

N V-chip - 'arents gzt}ntmliir{y What Comes inte '.i’itcir Living Roeom ' o
The Viee President also demonstrated how the new ratzug?s system puts the “V back inthe V-
Chip™ and announced that he expeets V-Chips to be sold in many new televisions as carly as nexi
yeat. ’3 he ?rcsmem ami VICL !’n,szdf:zzt ﬁrst pub!:ciy calied for {ngsi:ﬁm rqurmg, V»Ch;pa 111
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relevisions more than two years ago at the Viee Prosident's annoad fanily reunion conference.
sinee then Cengress answered the challenge and the President signed the ¥-Chip requirement
(0w, Now U wsll be standard cguipaent in many tefevision sets sold noxt year. To make the
Veghip work, the President and Vies President brought together mdusiry leaders whe agreed 1o
develop a voluntary ratings systen. When the President and Vice President announced the [irst
ever tekevision ranngs system last year, they asked parents for ther thoughts. Parents responded
with a cal! for content based ratings. The Vice President mel with both industry and child
advosacy groups and after an acceptable agreement had been reached, announeed the additionad
ratings at fhie White House o beeome effective October §, 1997,

Children and Television

¥ The typical child will watch 25,000 hours of television before his or her 181k
birthday. -
e Maosi chaldren wateh an average of thres to Tour hours of television per day,

approximately 28 hours cach week.

v Watching TV is the nunber one afler-school activity for 6- te 1 7-year-olds.

v Each yvear most children spend about 1580 hours in fron of the television and 940
hours in the elassroont.

v By sge 70, most people will have spent about 10 yeurs watching television,

v By the time children complete elementary school, the average child will witness
more than 100,000 acts of vielence on TV, including 8,000 murders. These
nunsbers doutble to 206,000 acts of viclence and 16,000 murders by the Soie they
graduate from high school,

4 Prime-tune television containg about five violent acls per heur compared 1 un
average of 26 violent acts per hour during Saturday morning children's iclevision,

v Childeen who wateh o large amount of violent programs ofien mimic agaression

they have seen on television as a way w resolve conflicts,

#it



Gorg-V-Chip, 330
Gorpe demonatyates v-chip at White Housg

WASHINGTON {AP) Vice President Al Gore was in vhe White House
on Tuesday watching *“Sesame Street.’'' He changed the chanmel and

Phe Texas Chalnsaw Massacre'' appeared. All of a sudden, the
screen want blank.

Gore was demonsirating the new " “v=-chip'' technology, which is
designed Lo give parents the chance ta bleck programs they [ind
objectlionable.

Uit oreally is a huge help to parsnts who may be at work and ate
caoncerned sbouvt Lherr children sgeing something Like "Texas
Chainsaw Massacre, ''' the vice president sald.

The Pederal Communications Commission, carvying out the wishes

"of Congress and the Clinton admiaistiration, bas pagun selling
technical standards for eguipping sets with v-chips.

A 1896 telecommunications law requires that TV seis sclid in the
United States with screens 13 laches and larger must eventually
have the technology built in.

The v-chip will work with TV ratings for sex, violence and
language aired on broadcast and cable programs. New, detailed
ratings begln Wednesday on ABC, CBS, fox and major cable networks.
NBC will continue using the less-specific ratings now on the air.

The FCC has proposed that the v-chip be designed to accommodate
multiple TV ratings systems.

Under the agency's proposal, TV set-makers would need to have
the blocking technology in at least half the sets sold in the
United States by next July 1 and have the rest eguioped by July 1,
1899,

Gere said the v-chip gives parents a third option basides
“Tthrowing out your TV'' or monitering every show children wauch.

Beltiy Shepsrd, of Columbia, Md., told the vice president she
would get Lo sleep in on Saturday mornings now, instesd of having
Lo monitor what her twoe ohildren were watchling.

““there’ll he s lot of blank stations on the TV, ' sald her
16-year-old daughtey, Keisha.

APNP-0G-30-87 1701207

Copyright {¢} 1897 The Associated Press
Received by NewsEDGE/LAN: §/30/97 4:47 PM
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Aght back o e expanded ratings, which alert viewers is programs with Wsmmmmmﬁm&w
mmmmmﬁwmm sexual content {83, coarse bnguape 113, violener (V) and rxiners will pay fcé programs i promate. -
yesterday, She seemed miptibed that she | Hstasy vialenoe of the sart veen in vartoons (FVE ¥ pareal i * Ameriea's olfest federti cultural inshitution. ©
mmmﬁedmmhg‘imw!tm muwv&mobfa&wunm.mmamwmkn ) So— s o Alter all, e ibrary it b 10 112 million .
tm;iﬂkb}w?lmwﬁigézh ] wemich exoept camgaign nance hearngs v CSPAN. N»%m&MMumwmw‘wummm mmmmumwgw wmmmmdnﬁ: ’
mwmfg%ﬁ . - - ’ * " * - - . ' . : : * i ;' ‘I s .”. = : g T T !iﬁmm}m}%&nmﬁc"l}%
-~ speaking around e oounery. Tmoot il " Rt afall, Fon going 1o play Whata Friend We ; ot Dmssd Christ ers.* Pt g . L ) ' - ; T
mnaﬁsﬁ 0 st s o0 il s o ofs gaingto play end We Have in Jesus® and “Orwwsard Chvistian Soldiess. {‘mgaum P!dy -

and Hlayamf playandpiﬁj £ Hean't play no more.

was pomipletely anderstanding,
Wwdamﬁ wf rmporaliy in this

i Mo bt waid, "1 condd inrntand why
wadd want o o it Biding.

Eunice Simpios, mﬂjudgc David Pereg’s il ruling yestetéayin Santa Monica, CaBf, that a §20,000 gz i

@hewaﬁbmgtonmsl

Weunesvay, Ocragen 1,°1997-

the I:mz;se wfher son, (}J Simpaon, wasa 1984 gi!’{{mm mim and then- w:!e Nicole Brown Simpann 20d could 16t be midmkcigmy

he$33.5 million in amages acivilj ;ury ardersd bim o givethe !ma;iy&i Fon Goldman, Reuter reported.



http:dll.!"nqfSachllju.ry

THE WHITE HOUSE

{ Htice of the Viee President

FOR IMMEMATE RELEASK: Contact:
Thuesday, March 12, TYIR (202} 456-7035

Statement by the Vice President of tie United Staies
On the Federal Communications Commisston Rulings on
Videa Programming Ratings and Technical Requirements

March 12, 1998

Taday, the Federal Communications Commission {FCC) launched a new cra in television
and m so domy, put parents back i1 charge of what comes into their living room. By taking the
next step in the bringing parents the V-Chip, we are harnessing new technologies 1 the service
of our oldest values,

When the President and | fivst called for the V-Chip over two years ago, we knew thal we
Iiad to give families mare control over onc of the most influential forces i our natian, television.
Still today, a typical child watches 25,000 hours of television before his or her 18th birthday.

Now the FCC has taken the next step towarid putling this new tool where it belongs, ina
parents” hand,

What this means is parents could see V-Chip sct-top boxes in the stores by as carly as
this summer and could see V-Chip equipped television sets by this Christmas.

{am hopeful that television set manufacturers will now compete m the marketplace for
the most useful and effective implementation of this new tool for parents to control what their
children waich, These manufacturers ate free (o po beyond the V-Chip’s requirements 1o give
parents even more tools like viewing time limitations built into their tclevision.

But iUs more than giving parents the ability 1o block what comes on their st Pareats
miust #lse kaow i advance what programs are appropriate for their childron. Thatss why fam .
calling on cvery newspaper (o print the ratings information in its TV guides,

Now to make this new system the most valuable to parents, parents need o know whicn a
prograu may bo oo vielent for their children. There are sull some netwaorks whoe have yet (o
include the additional content ratings of' S, V, L and D. So 1 call on the hold-out networks to join

in one commaon voluntary rating system so parents can have the “V" for their V-Chips.

LN <z [ - A . ot : s i



Kaiser Family Foundation TV Ratings Event
Navonat Press Club
9:30- 1000 a.on., Wednesday, May 27, 1998

Meeting requested by Jiny Kohlenberger
Bricling prepareed by Jim Kohlenberger, Aundrey Chul

EVENT

You will announce the Bndings of o new in-dopth study that demonstrates 1that o majority of

pargms are using thé new TV ratings system to help guide their children™s viewing and that
wﬁ*tzfﬂm"i? m*{z-’fﬁgds of all parents woulkd use a V-Chip 1o block certain programming i it were

available, This study - the first survey fixlJowing the first full sengon of the new tv ratings -

shows that parents use TV ratings and want the combination of ratings and the Vechip to help

them protect their children from inappropriate material.

LOGISTICS {Avs of this writing, subject 1o change)
* You will proceed 10 the Holeman Lounge in the Natonal Press Club for hold,
You will be grected by Kaiser Family Foundation President Drew Altmon and
Vicky Rideout, Director of the Progrm on Entertainment, Media andd Public
Health, -

. Drew Altman will proceed into the Ballroom, make brief opening remarks, and
introduce you.

. You will enter the Ballroom, make brief remarks snd then depart,

YOUR RULE/CONTRIBUTION

v You will announce the top line resulis of the Kaiser Family Foundation study on
TV ratings at the conclusien of the {irst lelevision scason using the new mtings
system. ' '

, You will underseore (he Adninistration’s commitment to giving parenis the tools

and information they need to guide thelr children’s television viewng,

-  You wzli highlight several steps that will pave the way for the V-Clip.
PROGRAMNOTES - .
e “The Kaiser F (zzmiy Foundation.survey, un%zke previous surveys of the gcncml

pzz blzc ‘s;}cczf' ieall y z:zt;:eieé parcnts of cinidren {agfzs 1?) aboul mzlﬂgs lzis

toua



survey shows i high level of congern aimong parents about what their ehildren see
et television.

The stievey also shows that parents do use the new rtings systumn but tha they
necd wdditional wols for the ratings o be more wseful: they need more
information aboul the ranngs and they need 1he V-chip so they can monitor
children™s viewing habits cven when they re not home. 65% of parents say they
woutd ase & V-Chip if they had one. 78% of children, age 10-17, sakd they think
the V-Chip is a good idea.

Following your remarks, Vicky Rideoul of the Kaiser Family Foudation, will do
an in-depth report of the study results. There will then be a panel discussion with
Ginny Markell, president elect of the PTA; Professor Don Roberns, Sunford
University; and Peggy Binzel, senior vice president of News Corp./lox for
governnient relations. Sander Vanocur, former netwaork television journalist, will
moderate the panel

The event is open press. Around 20-30 reporters are expected,

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

V-Chips in the Home 13y vext summer, half of 31 new television sefs arc
required o have the V-Chip, and 18 months front now --January, 200021} new
telovision sels are required (o have the V-Chip installed. Considering that
American’s buy 25 nullion new televisions a year, 10% of households will have a
V-Chip 2 years from now, and 10% ol all 1Y 5 will likely have a V-Chip by
Januacy, 2001, Set top boxes, Web TV's, and cable boxes all play o part in
getting the V-Chip into more homes, but their penetration is dwarfed i}} the
requirement for all TV's w have the V-Clip,

Tmpedimenis.,

TV Ratings Signal Transmission. In the short term, as soon as broadeasiors
bepgin traosmitting the coded signal that contuins the rating signal, sct top boxes
containing the V-Chip will appear inretail stores. Set top box manufacturers
won’t send the boxes to retailers until the signald 1s aired fearing that consumers
will return the boxes because they won’t work. Alihough the NAB claims they

“will begin airing the rating signals, within 30 to 60 dayi from now, there are
indications that others in the chain have been 5l0w o xtpgrdde HECRTS {llg’}!l‘%fit‘ii .
e ablc to use the signals.

Network Holdouts, NI R and BET are still refusing to use the new content based
ratings system. This study tells us that it is these contént hased ratm{,,s that they
find most useful.- T s : - S
&ewspa;}ers. E’\?&i cﬁi}z,zg,iz zzewSpdpcrs prmi i raimg,s mcfudm;, t!wsu that. hav; ¥
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editorichized for the ratings, making i1 diificull for parents to determine in advance
i a program is sppropriate. This study tells us that parents would ke to see
changes in (e System Iomuke e ruisgs mere prominent,

wt

Facts Abaut TV Vielence and Children. [n the past oight months, i what is a
dsturbingly familiar patiern, there have bean g senes of youth shootings at schools
killing at least 13 people and wounding more than 40 others. While we may never know
what mfiueneed these roubled children, it reminds us about the amount of violence in
children’s lives.

v

Kids Watch More TV than School. Fach year most childeen spend abows 150¢
hours in front of the TV and 900 hours 10 the classreon.

Kids Witness Too Much Vielence. By the time children complete elomentary
school, the average child will witness more than 100,000 scts of violence on TV,
including 8,000 murders. These numbers double to 200,000 sows of violence and
16,000 murders by the (ime they graduste from high school. Prime-time TV
contains about 5 violent acts per hour compared fo an sverage of 26 vielent acts
per hour during Salurday moraing children's TV,

Research Shews Link Between TV and Vielence, Violence on television has
bean shiown in hundreds of studies to have an influcnce on aggressive behavior,
Over the past 20 years, numerous respected academic and public bealth _
organizations and agencices —including the American Psychological Association,
the American Medical Association, the US. Surgean General, and the Mational
Tnstitute on Mental Health ~-have reviewed the existing budy of evidence in this
area and have unanimeusly affirmed the validity of that conclusion, Three main
effccts of viewing televised violence huve been noted in the literature: feaming
aggressive atiitudes and behaviors, desensitization o violenee, and increased fear
of beeoming victimized by violence.

ATTACHMENTS -

. Remparks 1o be provided by speech writing

. - Projection of V-Chip Penctration Rates

< Dxecutive Summary and Chart Pack of Survey Results
¢ Bios of Panel Spéakers ' -



V—Chip Penentration

B% of TVs
M| % of Households

271998 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

o 10%; éf;Househalds with a V-Chip by April, 2()00/;

©0 «10% of All TV’s with a V-Chip by January 2001
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Newe Nationgd Surveys of Parents and Chitdeen o TV Ratings System:

1ialf of Parents Use the New TV Ratiagys,
But Many Say Changes Could Make Them Merc Helpful

Parents Also Need To Know Maore About Hew {hie Systom YWorks

Washington, D0 ~ As the first (elevision season using the new ratings system draws to a close,
hall of all parents with children ages 2-17 {54%) say they are using the new ratings to help guide
iheir children’s viewing, and 45% say they have stopped at least one of thetr children from
watching a particotar show begause of its rating, according to two new surveys of parents and
chifdren by the Kaiser Family Foundation. But more than cight out of ton parents who use the
ratings say there are improvements that would make the ratings more helpfid, and many do no
have a good understanding of bow the current systan works.

The survey also finds that parental concerns about television content are rising. The number of
parents of children ages 2-17 whe say they are concerned “a great deal” that their children are
being exposed 10 o mush sexual contentl on TV ncreased from 43% in an Oclober 1996 Kaiser
Family Foundation survey 10 67% 1n April, 1998, when this survey was conducted. The nunther
cxprossing (he same concern about viokent content increased ftam 39% 10 62% over the same
period. ‘

The TV ratings system was designed to help address concerns about telovision content by giving

parents assistance in monitoring what their children watch, Nearly all of the parents who have

ever used the ratings say they ave found them “useiul” {(42% “very™ and 51% “somewhat”). A

siraller percentage of parents whe'use the systemn say the ratings have been “suceessful™ in

keeping cluldren from being cxpos::xi g inappropriate matenial (13% “very” and 31%
“somewhat™}. .

<“Parents say they are more concerned than ever about the impact aof TV on thcn* kids,” said I)rcw
.. Altman, President of thie Kaisér Family Feundation. “The geod news for the. r;tt.mgs systeneis
that many pazcms are using the ratings and find them hcip ful; but ihcv do not a%wzsys und{:rsz;md
the system, a,nd there are'changes they'd like to seé made.”
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Onc out of five pareats say (18%) they have pot heard about the mtings system. Twaenty-seven
pereent of parents say they have fisard of the ratings systom but “acver” or “hardly ever” use it
The mast common reason given by these parenis for not using the ratings is that they would
rather decide for themselves what is appropniate or noi for their children to walch (31% say this
is the leading reason).

Many Children Also Use Rarings,  In a companion survey of children, a third (36%) of 10-17
year alds report that at least onee, one of their parents has stopped them from watching a show
beeause of its rating. The survey also revealed that just over a thnrd (36%) of all children say
they themselves have decided not to wateh a particular show because of the rating i received,
But children have mixed reasons for fusing out: forty percent say 1t is because their pareats
wouldn't want them 1o wateh the show, while 26% say it is becausc they think the show s meant
for younger kids.

Paresrs Say Changes Could Make Ratings More Useful. Moaost parenis who use the ratings
{73%) say they learn a show's rating from sceing the symbaol on-screen at the heginning of the
show, but many (67%) say even when they are looking for the rating they miss seeing i€, More
than cight out of ton parents who use the ratings say they fuvor having the rating appear on
screen more atlen (84%) or announced ot loud at the begimniug of the show (82%), but most do
not favor having the rating stay on sercen throughout the entive show (42% support, 57%
Sppose).

Many Parcuts Neod Meore Information Ahowt Ratings. The survey indicated that many parents
couid use mare information about how the ratings system wortks, including what kinds of shiows
are raied, wha rates progranuniog, and what the different rating symbols mean. Even among
thase parents whe are aware of the mtings system,

+  Less than balf know that children's shows (49%]), talk shows {(40%) and soap operas
{23%) sre rated. .

o About hall (54%:} know what at Jeast six of the eleven mting synibols mean, while 46%
know five or fower. :

+ Thirty-nne percent know that the television industry rates programs itself, while 32%
believe that an indepéndent review board does the rating. Ning percent thisk the
government rates shgws, and 27% say they éon’t know who daes zhc rating.

Parens Sa;? Ratings Accurately 1)&;}:{:( TV Contens. Seventy-one pereent of parents who use
the ratings say they provide © reasmlahiy accurate” information about-TV shows, although half
(S{}%} say they have on occasion disagreed with how s paﬂtcuizr show was rated. Only 12% of
parents who usc Iéze rau%s say they know wh {o compldm to 'Eli *»;m,h a situatioh, Lo

Parents would use a v&dﬁp Ncarl y two-thirds of all pmnis (65%) say that if Ihcy hiad a v-chtp
in their hoie, they would use it to hlock certain programming. But most parents say they are
either “not o likely” (24%) or “not at all ikely” (4 ‘i%) o go oul.and buy a I“'v’ with a-v-chip {or
. a 3{:(~£0p b{)x} i the next yz,ar Srtwo . . ,

i
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?arénté, Children and the Television Ratings System:

L * Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys
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Chart 1

" Parental Concern About TV Content

¥

Pércent_of p 'a“rients of 2-17 year gids’;.téday, as compared to 1 1/2 years ago,
-+ .- who say they are concerned “a great deal” that their children are being
"~ exposed to.too much.,

" 80% -
62% -

 B0% .

40% PUUE
‘ Aprit ‘08

120% 11

. Sexual Contenton TV Violent Contenton TV

- ‘Sagzrces: Parents, {iﬁhiidrén and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1988, A Kaiser
' Family Foundation and Children Now National Survey: Parents Speak Up About Television Today, December 1886



Chart 2

: "‘ Parents’ Use of the TV Raﬁngs System

i

B f P_?féent of“parents of 2-17 yvear olds who use the TV ratings system to
= help'make decisions about what shows their children watch...

H

' 54% |

b

; 5 G‘%"

23%

Sometimes

40%

1

30% 4

i

20%

10%

“
H

|

e

|

SU0 0 Often'or Sometimes Hardly Ever or Never  Not Aware of Ratings

- . *Dont knewfﬁefused responses not shown,
- Source: Parents, Children and the Telsvision Ratings System! Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1988



Chart 3

TV Ratmgs’ Impact on What Kids Watch

What parents say...

',“‘.Ef’er'cent ofjp'élrgfnts of 2-17 year olds who say they have ever stopped one
“of their-children from watching a TV show because of its rating...

. P

"75@‘.% 1 : | : .

4{3% ':

| 2 ,;30'%::

20%, 4

i

10%

0% -
Yes No/Never Use Ratings ~ Not Aware of Ratings

o't knowfﬁe%sedf‘&oppw for'other reason” responses not ahcwn
S&urce Parents, Chl!drera and the Telavision Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1598



Chart 4

Ratmgs Most leely to Cause a Parent
' to Stop a Child from Watching a Show

Percent of gg:ents of 2-17 year olds who say the rating “S” or “V" has
caused them to stop one of their ch;ldren from watching a TV show...
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‘S_éurc:e: Parents, 'Chii‘ci‘rem and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Burveys, May 1688



Chart 5

Usefuﬂness of the TV Ratings

| Of nafeh"cs*df 2-17 year olds who have ever used the TV ratings, the
- ipercent who say they have been useful in helping guide their family’s

L ,‘:50%
‘50%/3
 a0%
0%
. 20%
- 10%

L 0%

. Source:

. -cho ces..

2%

Pt~ S N e ot

,, -‘s.‘/ehry, useful Somewhat useful  Not too useful Not at all useful

Parents, Children and the Telsvision Ralings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1828
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Usefuiness of the TV Ratings

o '-Of Darents of 2-17 year elds who use the TV ra‘tmgs which part of the
| __rat ng is most useful to them...

70 %

60

I' 50 é}fa}

40%

- 30%

20%

1 0%

- Age-Based Ratings Content-Based Ratings Both Equally (VOL.)
| *Don't know/Refused responses not shows.
-7 Source: Parents, Children and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Survevs, May 16838



Chart 7

Effectlveness of the TV Ratmgs

§ i:Of garents of 2-17 vear olds who use the ratings, the percent who say

.. how successful the TV ratings system has been in keeping children from

i “being exposed to inappropriate material...
C60% 4

505/0 §
' .400/0 7

U 30% 4

| 2Qd/c' -

0%

0% +

VefyﬂSécceésfvi Somewhat Not too successful Not at all
L successiul successiul

*Crort i-clmw{ﬁe‘f_us'ed responses nol shown.
- Bource: Parents, Children and the Television Ralings Svsiem: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1868



o S '~ Chart8
.~ Parents’ Understanding of
- . Which Shows are Rated

-:"Q_f barent,;g of 2-17 year olds who are aware of the ratings, the percent

~“who know that...
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Parez&ts', Children and thea Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1988



Chart 9

Parents’ Understanding
of the Ratings Symbols

e m_@f 2-17 year olds who are aware of the TV ratings system, the
. percent who can accurately define. ..

R 6-8 of the
50% 1 symbols
: 3-5 of the
0% symbols
‘SQ% 1] 9-11of the | |Ealiiiies  asdssmew 0-2 of the
: Ajsymb{}is symbols
"2{3%
) 10%

- e ol e "+, H
} [ 1

: :S‘;o.u.rce: Parents, Children and the Television Ratings Svstem: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1898



i A S Ghart 10
- Parents’ Understandmg of the
Ratmgs for Children’s Shows

Of parents w;th children under 10 years old who are aware of the

ratlngs the percent who can define the ratings symbols for children’s
programs. ..

- 60%

}

5(3% -
4(}% -

030% 4 TR Response/

- - Incorroct

O L - ;. . Response/ ..
20% A ikl e | Don'tKnow

10% -
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L “{Apprapriate for all shildren) : (Designed for children ages 7 and oider)
, ’éaurce: FParents, Chiidren and the Teievision Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1998



Cooo . chan
- Parents’ Understanding of
Who Rates TV Shows

e Of Qarentfs of 2-17 year olds who are aware of the ratings, the percent
.~ who think ... i§ responsible for rating TV shows.

0% -

; ;2:@% 4

.. 104% ,«

I TheTV Industry A Government  An Independent Don't
o " Agency Review Board Know/Refused

* S Hher” respnnses not shown,
- Source: Parents, Children gnd the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1888



-

Chart 12

Ch’aﬁgeﬁs Parents Want in the TV Ratings

- 'f Of p arehts‘céf 2-17 year olds who use the system, the percent who say
-, they would like to see the rating symbol...

- 100% -

0%
: 42%

w Akt .

» 40%

20%
- Appearon-screen  Announced out Appear in all Stay on-screen
severaltimes  loud at beginning promos and ads  throughout show
. during show of show for shows

s

. Seurce: Parents, Children and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1888
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Chart 13

Perceived Accuracy of TV Ratings

e - Of gafen{g@f 2:17 year olds who use the ratings, the percent who...

100% 1

. B0%

87%
. 42%
0% +EER — e
Think the Informationthe  Have Disagreed witha  Know Who to Complain to
Ratings Provide about TV Particular Rating About a Rating
Shows is Reasonably

Accurate

" Dont knowlRefused tESpORses Not Shows.
. Scurce. Parents, Children and the Television Raiings Systern: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1928



Chart 14

":Parents’ Plans for the V-Chip

Percent of Apaj'rengs of 2-17 year olds who would...

Use a V-Chip if they
had one

L 70% 4

I" o | Buy 2 TV with & V-Chip
of .
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D ‘_Sé:zu;{;a: marenis, Children anc the Television Hatings Svxier | wo Kailser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1928
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Chart 15

T\I Ratmgs’ Impact on What Kids Watch

What children say...

Percent of children ages 10-17 who say a parent has ever stopped them
from watching a TV show because of its rating...
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| *Dont knowfRefsed respanses not shown,
Source: Parents, Children and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Survevs, May 1688



Chart 16

’?C:hiidren’s Use of the TV Ratings

F?ercent of chi'ldren 10-17 years old wha have ever...

| Decided NOT to wateh
2 TV show because of
o o its rating
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Source: Parents, Children and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1968



Chart 17

Chlldren’s Use of the TV Ratings

Amang childi’eh 10-17 vears old who have ever decided not to watch a
show, the reasons they have decided NOT to watch a show with a certain
ratmg

 Parents wouldn't want
you to watch the show
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nnnnn T?}iﬂk the 8hQW ES« . Somg Other resason J .
meant for younger kids
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' ‘Don ! xnow/Refused responses not shown.
Source: Parents, Chﬁdren andg the Tetevision Ratings Svslem Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1688



Chart 18

:,"Pargnt's"Perception of Ratings Backlash

_Offgarehts of 2-17 year olds who use the ratings, the percent who have

~ " noticed their own children being attracted to TV shows with inappropriate
- material because of the ratings...
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Chart 19

Children’s Responses to
the Ratmgs and the V-Chsp

Percent of chzldren 10-17 vears old who..
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Say they have watched
-+ a show with a rating
ihay are not supposed
© to watch

Think the V-Chipis a

good idea

........

~Say they would try to

find a way to watch
shows their parents
block with a V-Chip

8()..1 rce:

?‘arents Chéﬁimn and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1988




Chart 20

“”ln\ﬂUence of Ratingé on Children

: Of children ages 10-17, the percent who become more or less interested
“in a show because of its rating..

50%} o L

H

40%

35% 35%

- Y30% -
go% _

" 10% -

lnieréézed :

00/{3 : ‘ ' A -
' _uS:T ) n\fzv ”W‘MA”

© *Dont kncwfﬁe‘usedwm Aware of Ratings responses not showil
Scmrce &arems Chzldrerz and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family ?mmdation Surveys, May 1688



Chart 21

~Influence of Ratings on Children

. Of ¢hildren ages 10-17, gender differences in the percent who become
'“ more or less interested in a show that is rated “S”...
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| Chart 22
~Influence of Ratings on Children

‘ _":.",*"Q_f"chilgi_ggn ages 10-17, gender differences in the percent who become
-~ more or less interested in a show that is rated “V”. ..
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hvew B, Altmun

Direw Ahman is Presideat and Chief Exceutive Offteey of the Henry L Kaiser Family Foumdation, one of
the cation’s largest private foundatons devated exclusively to health. The Fourndution has an snnaual
philanthropic budget of mare than $35 million, and suppeds effons w improve heslth care in the

United States. The Foundalion also supports efforts 1o develop « more cquitable health sygom in South
Afvics, Dr Altman 1s a former comnmssioner of the Department of Human Servives for the date of

New Jersey (1986-1989), where he iz erediled with the design and implomentation of the statc welfare
reform program, the redesign of policies and programs for the homeless, and the development of major
school-based initdatives for children. Prior @ joining the Foundation in 195&’3 e, Alnan was director of
the Health and Human Services program at the Pew Charitable Teusts. He was 2 vice president of the
Robert Wooed Juhnson Foundation from 1981 to 1986, Dr, Altman received his Phl). in political science
from ihe Massachaseis Institeie of Technology.

Fegey K. Binzdd

Pepgy Binzel {s Scnior Vice Progident of the Government Relations Offive far News Corparation, where
she has worked since 1994, She represents the interests of the company befure Congress, the Federal
{Conununications Onmmission gnd flie Administration. Mg, Binsel served as Direcior ol Government
A{fairs fur Turner Broadeasting System, Inc. from 1990 10 1994, Before joining Tumer Brosdeasting -~
Sysiem, she spent ning years on Captial Hill, including seven years on the saff of the Housc
Telecommunications and Finance Subcotmsittee. She aleo workod 45 2 fogisiative Assistant to
Representative Juck Fizlds (R-TX}, and subseguently astus Lag,w*ztzv:: {Heotnr, Ms, %émzei hasaBSin
bloiut.y (rum Baylor Univer NIy,

\’argzx*za Markell .
Cinny Markell serves as President-Elect of the Nationa! Pirent-Teacher Assowa!ma (F¥A) She will
assuee leadership of the organization in June, 1999, Ms. Markell is formcr Vice President for Programs
and served as Health & Welfare Commission Chair of the Mational PTA. St is currently a member of
the Nutional PTA's Ueadquarters Commitice, the Screening Commitiee and the
CompwnicatansMarketing Committee. A resident of Clackamas, Oregon, Ma. Markell has served as.
Presidant, Viee President and Scorotary of the Oregon PTA, and reiains active in her local PTAS.

| ME Markelt (s 8 health science twacher for the Nornth Clackamas Sehoo! District and is » registered nurse.
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has aise perticipated on several state and Jycal commitiees responding to the edpeanon reloom imtiative in
Orepon. Ms. Markell graduated fromn Linficld Cellege with « BIA, and frawm Portland Stie University
with & Masters degres in education. She alo gradunted fom Gand Samadan Rospiad School of

Mursing.

Victoria Rideout

Ms. Rideout is the L¥irectar of the Kaiser Family Foundation’s Program on the Latertoinment Medie and
Public Health, which was established to examine the impact of entarisinaent racilis in saciety and 1o
wark with the enterisinment industry, rescarchers and policynakery un npurtant public hoslth issues. Al
the Foundation, Ms. Ridcout has ovarseen studics of television content and sorveys on the impact of
public health content in enteriginment programming; has arganion bmﬁﬁgﬁ far wlevision writers and
producers on public health isuss; aad has worked one-on-oat Wif‘!"‘"?‘»" wrilers on the content of theiy
shows, Prior (o joiming the Foundation, Ms. Ridesut was the founding dircctor of the Children & the
Media Program 3t Children Now. Ms. Rideout bas fiflcen yony of experience s u senier policy advisor
t6 numerous government officcholders and political condidates. She graduated with honors {rom Harvard |
University and has a Masters Degree from Syracase University.

Donald F. Roberts
Donald Reberts is the Thomas Mors Professor in the Deparinent of Communization at Stanlued
University, where he taches undergraduste and gradualc courses on communicating theory and rescarch
and on childrer, vouth, and media. Dr. Roberts served as Direetor of Stanford’s Instiute for
Communication Research fiom 1$85-1990 and chaired Stanford’s Communication Dupactinent from

’ 19501996, His primary area of rescarch conceras how ehildrea and adolescesits use and respond 1o
media, 8 topic on which ke has written extensively. D¢, Roburts has also written comprehensive seviews
of the literalure on the elfzets of mass communication. Recently De. Roberts helped design s conteat
advisary system to labet violence, sex/nudity, and fanguage for the computet soflware industry and for
Internet weh sites. He consults nationally and intermationally on the 1ssux ol medis content labeling and
advisorics. He also assists in developing entertaining educational content 1 meet FCU requiraments for
educational programming for children. Dr. Roberts received his AR from Colurabia University, hiy MA
from the University of Califomia at Berkeley, and his Ph.L) i communication al Stanford University,
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Suader Vanocur .
Sander Vanocur receatly campleted  video scries ae (e celationship of the post-war Congress and the .
media, s well us 1 video series on televisian aad the presitlency, distributed 16 university und college
journalism schools and political science dupartenents. He currzotly hests “Mavies in T segn on
cable television's History Channcl, Mr. Vanocur fus mare than 40 yeurs o experience in peint, radio and
televisian jodmaticm, beginming with simuliapeats Jobs a5 3 POty tor The Manchesrer Guurdion in
t.ondon, 8 cammentulor for the North American Scrvice of the BRC sndastringer for CBS Nows, Ie
gained national promiacnce duriug bis 14 years with NI News as 2 White House Coreespondent and

. National Poliucs!t Corcespundent. He later joincd ABC Nows, covering saticual eloctinng and coshoxing
ABC Hews® “Business World.” Mr. Vanocur left ABC News in 1991 o form his owa company, Old Owl
Communications, Mr. Vanooue has a BA in political scicuce from Northwestern University and spent s
year of graduate study at the London Schosl of Eeanomics.



