
<;!\,I:>:(: 1'.\HE;\T;i Till: ToOls 'I'm·:,' ~EEj) To j'HOTECT THEIR CIIII.III<I::-> 

nJi' Gore ReL'twd -

Ch'jllg I'mnilics A t'\1.'W Tool A Clllltl'ut-Uascd Tl'It.'\'h.ioli HlItiligs SYSICIII. Slriving ill prOlt:..:!n 

children from violi.:nce >lno adult COlllt:1H on leli.:visiull, till' Vict: Pn:sident t,:<lnH:n:d:1 bn.:akthrolldl 
~ ~ 

ogn:emt:m from Ihe tdc\'ision indll::>try In ert.:a!!! j new cllnlent·b,t,;.;;(J \,{llllntary ratillgs. !'ystcm. Tilt: 111.:\\' 
sY}ilCm went imn ctlccl (kroner 1" 1997, giving parcnis the inltlrlll:ltion ihey llI.;eo to dctcrl1l inc ir 
t..:k\·isi\);) !:>hows an.: appropr:alc ror vi..:wing. by their chitu,en ilml to identify 'whkh pml:lyam~ they may 
want I" blnck fro!lllb"ir bome;; through scn:l.!ning l"elmo;',)!,;), {tht: V-;,:bip}. Th'.: voluntary r;tt(ng sy:.;t.:m 
illcllldcs agc- :md cUllle1l1~bn;;;"d (uling", 

Ih:lping Parent:;; Coutrul What Cumc.'iluttl Their Living ROllIU with the V~Chill' Five ycars ag(.l, tile 
Vice I'resident Gor!..! used hi:> F,IIl1i1y Policy ConicrcJ1ce in Nashvilh: to cal! for V~chjp legislation -- \() givc 
PlIl'Ct)ts new tools \0 hdp them scre~~n Otlt tdcvision progmrns thai ,Ife not 111 for lbeir kitk Und<.:f strong 
h:adership from the White (louse. thc (oll(lwing.Yl'ar saw Congress cnaCI the Teiccomlnunieations t\d or 
1996 which included V·chip i<:gisl<ltion, /\s Pi' Jallumy oflilis YC:lr, all new t<:~evis;ul1 sds 13 inch.'s or 
larger cnntaill th .... Y-diip. 

lIusling the WhItc lJml;.t! CO~.~.rcrcucc IUl Childn'n'.s Tclt:\'isiml. Thc Vicc Prcsident :Ibm wani murc 
positivc educational programming Oil telcvision. In july 199(;. the Pn:sident and Vice PrcsidclH convcned 
Ihe Whitt.' I-lome Cnnlt!rcnct' on Children \; Television to improve and cxptlnd cducationtll television for 
children. Cnnli:n;nc:.: pnl'(lcip:ll11S incilided p~lrec,!.~. indu:;try n:pre~ellt;ltiVt:5. nd\,\)cll...:-;;, expcrts and 
,ld\'cr~b\'r:;~ Al til,,; C()nl'cr":IlC~. Ihe ;::!cvi:;i(li1 imlllslry jO~l1d with I:H.' Pn..:s:d":llt :111'.1 agn:ed to al:' Jl1('I'C 

\;dUC:ll:umd ;lI\d il\~t nil:1iull:lI ~- hi Id rCll ':; sil, l\\'~. 

Ell1:0uraging jVIHrl' Cdn~l.llio!\;.tI Tdl'vlsiun. At lile I'r .... :'j,:cn: :1I1ll Vice l'resit!clll':-; urging, th..: Fl'dcl'al 
Clii'I1I11I'I~ic:.;( ions COl \Hllls;;.itm (FCC) :Illoptcd clear :1l1(1 U'll.Crelc I ules to e~lC\IUr:Lg~· Ihe de VclOPIHCllt Dnd 

promotion orTV programming Ihnt wmlld hc hoth we!clIl11l'd by par,,;nts and watched by chilJrl'n, Thc 

(ilk'S n.'quire ti1n.'e hours of re~ularly :-clICdukd. half-lm"r wel'kly educational ~Hld instructional 
pmgralll1111ng as ,I n!'luirCme111 I~!f Ik"nsc r"newuL 

PI'Huwting" ··F;nuilv FI'imuJjy" 11l!~;1'lW1. '::11,.; VI"::: Pn':-SI(k:lt h:IS \\'()rk!;J ,1,,I Iml\..:"; cyhcrsIXtc'.!;; ~;;i'\.' 

place II)r children, In 1997. lhe Admil1is:I'~\li{l1l has cnhSh:d the :t~sistaJl<.'<: ofnul1lcmu;; st~lkeh'.Jlcil'r,~. 
inl.:lwJing indwary leaders, h:ac!Jcrs, pan:J1Is. Internet lIsers and librariu!ls to work towards the trcatio!1 Or:l 
"Camily friendly" Internet The Admillislntlilll\'s Ihree pan slrall:gy ineilluc::;: (I) industry eOllllnilnll..'1l1S III 
provide blocking, f:ltl.'ring and labclmg to.:chJ\ology for LIS": by rmr<.'1l1s and tl.'acbl.'rs us:ng thl.' ';"\le:: 2) 
...:JJeci jVl." C;ll'on.;e:ll.;n: t'" ex is~ iIlg Jaws: and:') 1m; n:asnl ;);lfi:,Tt~11 ;1\V;1: ell;.:;::; and i 11 vnlve lll..:nL Th i~ 
str;Jleg,y b des:':;'!I..:d ttl give parcl:l;; and :";;11,;11..:1';; :h.: hAlls ~hcy need v' prcv;.:n: d,i!t!rell frollJ gClllng ~\',;c\;s~ 
10 illaPl'ropriah: m:l.:eri:d tllllhe 1n:;''I"l1c:. 'ami 111 gmde them toward;; higlHiualil), cdw,:minnall";;;\lUin:s, 

I~ceping t~ildrCfl Sale (HI lhe IlIt{·rtlct' with thl' 'PHl'cn1S' J'mtcciiufI l'agt!, In tll(.' wake ,.f lill' 
Coh!11!binc Twg,;~~y 1;I:>t'),l';11". the Vk!.' Ijrv;>i~lel11 ailHlJuntcd the parenls' protection page. an imporllltl! new 

<:Ol1lmitt~H:nt by Ihl: "';(l\Hltry's prCmil'l"I.' Inl~mcl I;Ol!1panles \I) t;i\'(.' P;\ftCl1!Sl!J... rI,.;Sil\Jr<:e~ Ihl.'Y need Ii' , 

prl1\cct· their c.hildrcil from inappropriate lllul<.'ri'll Ull Ihe Int!.'fllt:\. Th~: parent;.;'prOiCL:lio.1l p;lgt:, Ilil\\, knim'li 
:1" Ci":INt:1Wi:;c.l'Plil. pl'<l\'id!.'s p;ln.:nt" Wilh t!w lpul~ :1111.1 k'\(lWblgl.: j() supervise <llId guide tiwir L'hild!'l,':I1'~ 
<11:;il]e activili.,::, 1,1 udd:ii'_lll ((l SIV; 1":11\:111:, ~ln,:"':Ss III :ll,lf.o t:\;\l1 :on hi(lcklllg, rl!L:ril1g.:lIl1.i 1)1Cnlldril:t,; 

l<)<)ls.·li1is page ::l!.:ludcs ill:\;l'Wal:on 1~1t' P"f!.'!1!S. !cacht',rs ;U;C ciii!::re:l q:i how tn :'~p;'rl cril~le or oll!,,;;r 

http:parent;.;'prOiCL:lio.1l
http:Cdn~l.llio!\;.tI


l«ld;)!il1,t; a~d\'ity (l1l1:IJo,:. "[':1": p:lI..:ntc.' prOI~'Cli\l!l page ;Ibd 1;;111 :;0,;1'\'1.' a:; a ,gui":: [(I linJ:.l,:;! illl' \'<1:;1 m,dY "I' 

high t;l:ality c,;lIc:ltlomd malL'rbls on lint.'. 
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FA;vllUES ANI! MEIlIA 

A CHRONOLOGY OF INVOLVEMEI\T 


191)5 
January 

April 4~May 25 

July 9-10 

August I 

/\ugust 3 

Scple!!lbcr 1({ 

J;.mUHry 23 

February 1 

At tlw Vice Pn.'.sid~n(s urging, the Prc!"idelll in State ortbc Union calls on 
Inl.'liia induslry 10 be- more r~sp()nsible in prognunming. 

v ice Presidellt and l\·1rs. (ion.: host a series or dinners in preparation for 
Family Conlt:rl:l1CC with academics: technology community: media 
industry leaders: entcrtainmo;:nl industry !i.:aue[s; television executives: and 
dtiv!J.rLi;;...:rs 

President attends Family Conference hosted by Vice President and Tipper 
Gore in !'{ashyillc, Tennessee on "Family and the Media:' He repealS 
suppor1 for V-chip legislation, 

!lrcsident's statement on H.le t 555 threatens veto and criticizes HOllse 
Commerce Committee ror not including V ~L:hip proVision in 
Idecnmmunlcalions rcfonn hill, 

Vicc J1resident·s s1.atcmcnt on H.R, 1555 criticizes l!ou:;c Commerce 
CnmmiHc:': hi~! fIX not including V -chip. 

Pr:.':.:id:.:nl sends kltel' to FCC Cnl1lmlssion'-!l's sUpporting ':l~ least til!'!.!:.: 

hums pc!' WL'ck p'.~f SlJ:llOn ofcdm:atiol1al children's telcvision. 

1'I'.:sidt;I1\"s leller \0 Sen. 11ll1lings supports inclusion nl'V-chip in 
C(llllcl'em::c rq)(l!'l (Ill \\.'icC(ltllllHll1iL:!!li(ms kgislalioll. 

Vice President issl]{.'s st~ltcmc.nt cnngraWlaljng, Confcrcnct! ror inciudi:lg 
V~C:ljp in h:lccll!l:lmll~!Cnti(lns kg:sl.Htion cllllli::rum:c rupOfL 

In Start: nfthc Unhm addrcs~" Prcsidelii calls upon COligrcss to pass thc 
td..:cnmnmniL:alions bill wilh the V-chip pmvisi,)J), asks thc mdllslry h' 
improve programming for children and m\'ilc$ industry to meet \\'ith him 
III tile \Vhitc HOllSl' by end of February. . . 

P;csidcCI'~ statement 0:1 p:;l$~ngc ,\ftc!CCOlnmUlilCU{!(lnS ('CrOTin k'g!sitltlon 
lauds indllsion of V-cbip in l:nal bill. 

Vice ]>n:."idcnl"s slatl'nH.'ll! on P'ISS;:lgl.." (if tC!cclH11111Unications h:gislation 
appb:ld~ ~:H::!usi{)n of V-d:ip, 

http:st~ltcmc.nt


Fr.:hnlury 1-: 

February 13 

Fcbru::try 15 

h,.:bruary I G 

~...larch 2 

July 21) 

OCloh(:r 15 

.:. 

I'rcsidt:nt :signs Tl'lccomlllunicatlOt1S Act of 11)9(i and invites industry t() 

m":cl at Whil.: HliUSt: on Fcbruary 29ih to discuss TV ralings and 
chi klnon 's pnlgr;llllilling, 

Vkc President l1ll'ds with industry leaders to disct;ss next steps after 
wlecummunications reform and White HOllsc meeting 011 TV ratings and 
children's IClt.:visinn. 

Ad hoc industry group in[twJ11s White Iinuse that they were prcparcd 10 

llhandon litigation in fuvor ofdeveloping a V-chip-compatiblc ralings 
syst...:m. 

While '·louse reprcs<:ntativc mects with television writers to discuss 
children's television ,lilt! television ratings. meets with Screen Actor's 
Guild In disclls!' sal~lC. 

Wb:H~ HOl:sl.! rcprcsi.:nt:illvi.: meds with Writer's CillikJ n.;pn,:sc:11alivcs 10 
di..;cu~s Pn.:sidl.'lll":-; call1'orTV ratings syst..:m. 

JlI'l'sidl.!!lt ;Ind Vice l'n:sidc:l! 1;:ICct wi!:) rv~cdiil EXl.'l:.ll:vcs where the 
jlr:..'sidl.!!lt ro.opnrts a hr::akt:'rougll vo;untary agfeeml.!nt f(,r voluntary r:llings 
Cor H:ic\'is:(11l p:-\Igra:ns. 

In the President's Sawrday Radio addn.'ss. the Pn,'sidelU highlights tli\: Ii!.!\\' 

.:gn:t:ment ami notes that industry rm.lHtiscd to have it available to P':lr<.;!lts 
hy January, 

The President and Vicc Pn.;~ider:t convened a \Vhlll.! HOllse C(lnt~rencc on 

ChiUrl.!n 's tc:cvision 10 improvc ~lIld expand cdllcalilln;iI tclcyision for 
eh:ld;'ce. The Presidcnt lilJC\.: again urged tlw FCC hI ,~d\lpt the tlw.::e ho;.!r 
rule. 

The !'rl.'sidl.'tlt ;mnoUlKed a:l agreement on 1I compromise proposal that 
will n:quire :lroadcasters to air tim:..: lwurs nfr-.:gulady sdtt:duled. 
Iwlj'... holll' \\'cckly programs speciflealty designed to serve the educational 
and 11IItmnatiollai :l..:-eds of childn.:n as pan nt" their requirement till' Jiecnse. . 
n.:newaL 

. The FCC adi,ph:d the proposal and·the murk!.!! for J.:duJ.:,!tional tele.... ision 
J(lj' d11ldrcn i~ om'; f)ooming, " ' . 

011 tJlc nce:lsinl: 1l!'1b.: 2rl(! ann~lH; n..:p(ir! .,')11 Tdevisioll vioJl.!l1J.:c. the 

l'n:sidl:ll! held an en':nt in :--;cw ivk:\ico ;md ll(ll<..'d progr..:ss on tJ1c conient 
ofwlwt is on Telcvision and also·noted that tbe road ah\:ad is: s:tiliiong. 

; .' 

. ,'.. , 



Novcmher () 

December 1 g 

Jkcemhcr 19 

1997 
February 5 

February X 

/\ pril 5 

Apri! 7 

April 17 

In a Radin nddrcss 10 the CnHlHrY lhc Prc;,;idcnt talk about wha! \W can dn 
H$ a nation to help pan~n!:- as they 1ry to raise their chi!drcn, He cited che 
v-chip and ratings system to help parents kt;cp televised violence ~nd 
e>;p!icit sexualil), (lut orlhdr young children's jives. 

The Vice President meets with family groups on the eve of the mtings 
announcemenl tn ask them K;f their lccdbtlck alter they hay\: uscd the new 
ratings ~ySICI:i I::r it wllil<..:. 

Th:.: Pn.:$idCHt and Vice l'n:sidcHt 1111':1.'1 with TV industry leaden; where 
lht!)' anl1uUllC:.: I'or the lirs1lime <I vohlll1my (lge-b:lsed rating system for 
television. The Prcmknl said that pan.:nts would now "have to u;';c it, they 
htWC 10 e"uJuo.!lC ii, and lhen they h,tyc to commUniCrliC back 10 the 
industry"". \vhcrc is it itiJtk:Ljuato.:.!ulldl wlmt suggestions they have for 
changes," At thL'" Vice President's urging, the TV industry agreed [0 gel 
conlinuous inpu1 from parcnts, 

Thc Vice Prc$idcnt makes clear that their arc simil<!f public interest 
l)hliga:ion for digital !ch.-vision by '{OllOUlll.:i!lg that w<.:: wil1-cs:uhlish tl 

spcci~t; ~\dvisory group:o assess !he public interest obligatiDns of digital 
broau~(jstcrs. 

In d I{'ldio Addr..:;;s to the nation rHi the :lI1liiversary of the sigJ!ing the 
\o.'kenm:lll,nic'ltions hil:, tlH: Pn:sid':lll ;)otcd the prog:-css we had nmdi,: in 
n:lly illl' pust ;'''::11'. He noted th:~t hro:1dcash:rs have ag,rccd to air three 
hnnrs ,of ,;~,a!ily ...:t:d..:nlirll);\; prog;aPJmil~g fh' childlell c\'cry wc..:k, H..: 
abn !11.l1.:d that ihe h:lc\'i~i\lIl imlu~try is assigning ratings to its programs. 
so Ilml part'nls can make smart dlOiccs about what their children watch, 
H'.' nL<:o $;lid 11i::1 snm: parent" will h::n; a V-;.:hip io h!(lck tll!t 51!1':)\\'" tilL'}, 

d,;cm tu ht: unfit for tender mind:;, 

Tb: Vii.:..:: Pn:sid<.:rH \v:-ote the intmdtl(:~ory !etter for il llH1ion;llly 
dblrihllh:d TV (iI/ide: ill~ert (111 "Te\CvisioJlally Cnrn,;ct" vieing and parents 
mk'in w(\tching television with tht'ir familic:'i. 

Th\: Vi\:..: Pr\:sil:\:-nt kicked ofr a natiollttlly Idc'vised town halll1lecting that, 
induded ielevisi\~n iudilstry leaders, prodlicers. advertisers. -child." ' 
advm_"ates. civic leaders and others to talk ahout how fillni!ics cail be smart 
vi\:wcrs ,lftdcY1SiOn iJ~ cOIltrolHng the 11ilpaci oftdcviltioll o~ j~llnilies, 

1\1 the Whitt: I !nW"l' \;on:crence (\11 ...:arly Ic.lrlllng, the First Lady notes that 
WI: arc g;VIIlb, p~{:,cnt:-; Illt):-...: t.-,nls \'.<111 lilt: v-chip ,\;1([ [he :..:k;visi,;n r.l:ing 

sySh.'I!L 



June 11 

Jll!y lU 

OC111h..:r 22 

'.. 

Tlw Vit;t: I'n::-:idt:nl !{)!lnws up on his Lkct;mhcr 1?{ :ill..'C!lng with fil{ni!y 
::;:'\I\IP:- hy Illcdil~g with abptll a do:;-cn rcpn:.-;em.:t!ivc:·; of raml;Y groups {o 
11\.'<11' about th.:ir f:.:t:dhack and concerns ahout the curn:lH ratings system. 
Till' Vicl' PrI.!Slt!i..'ll\ asks the family groups to work with industry to 
~\\:hiL:v~ a 1',}]lIL:nt bust.:d ratings s),Sll:Jl1. Tht.: Vict.: I'n.:sidl.::nt wi!:> them hI.!" 
will muke sure {hat industry understimds their Concerns when hI.': me..:;s 
\\'i:h Jaek Valenti later ill the week, 

The Viet: President meets wilh Jack Valenti 10 relay ihe concerns as 
expresseu by the i~l.miJy groups and to urge industry to revise [he ratings 
sy:-:I...:m hi iI:clude contenl nascd ratings. 'I'll.,; Vice President also :eie:l.;:>ec 
a statement declaring it i~ time for the industry to put the V bHCk in theV
Chip. ;'We OL'Cd a V -- n V to tel! us when our youngest children could be 
exposed to violcncc. I remain hopeful that tbe television industry will 
decide 10 add V, Sand L to th~ Tatirlgs, and tl1<"1t they will make sure lh(u 
parents a:c gi ven reliable information about tbe h:\'d of violence in Y-7 
nJicd program;; -- the Talillg f\)f dcc.,;pt<"lbh.: programming for childrt,;ll over 
ag;.' 7, ,. he ;;aid. 

';'hl' Vkc pn:."idcm m;:: \\,1:11 pan::1l groups and Congn..','Isional h.:aJcr;; as 
p:!1'! o:'l:is c:Tor: {(, foll{~\V t!P Oil th...: work he ..':taJ1cd WIWll the Pn.:sidcllt 
;;ign;.;d tile Teh.'C(l:nmunicatiolls Act that requircd thL" V-Chip. 

Vi..:\..' Presi6:nt Gore ullllou:lccd joined eilEd ildvocav.::-: and nH:mbl:rs \Jt' 

Congress (Oo nnnOlUlce a ne\\' tcll:\'iston ratings agri:enienL The new 
Siy;;tcm h~ annoonced hmlds on the systcm that the industry put in plm:c 
b:>t D<..:ccmtx:r by adding lener ratings ~M S, V. Land D. S for scsua! 
content, V fhr violence. L for coarse language. And D for mature 
l:ia!oi;t!c, This agn;crncl:t wi:! also give paf\m~s the :111IX:-}1:1tl0n ~hcy Ilcl"d 
to know '.vhcn cartoons or [mlasy programs contain vIolence. While no 
;lgrCl.!JHCllI is pl!rfect. this agreement is a major step forward, As the Vice 
I'n.:sid~!1t had s:dd a few wceks prior. it is time 10 put Ihe V hm;:k in th..: V
chi;) _. and this at;reelllellt will dt1 jU:-l! lblL 

The Vi!.:;: l'n.:skknt md wiil1lhft.:c f:umhc}; to launch Ill:: lic\\, h.:i:.:visioll 
ral:llg'$ysh:m {Wlud; hegan on 01.:1001..'1' IhVhiehwiJI hcmJd.<I 11CW'CI~1;ll 
lClc"isioi"for ghildn.'n and fnmilles. '111e Vice President 'showcd soml~ clips 
.o( 1ll;\V t:'duentionnl pro~rammir1g that \\'<\$ Un:sul~ or II:.c 3 hOll!" rule. 
~1I)\'l.:ik:d ;;n:ll\.' "rtllc l'ir:;i cX{lmpics (\f11\0.: Il\.:W nr,j,lg system in pbc::'; ~llld 
dCllllll1strated a v~~hip that \,vorks witl~ the new rating system. 

Tl;l' Vir::: Pn::;ido.:llt kick... otTth..: ll\,!W Pr,,:j;idential .A.l1visory Cnll~mit!;:c.: on 
. Public Interest Obligations for Digital Television. 'Fhe Vice President ask... 
the c\lmmissi\)J1 i(~ aqdrcss several critical nc<:os' in'cJu:ling: the ~l\..·l'd io 



D("CCllibcr 1g 

Apri! 28, 1 'J'N 

May 10. 1999 

,xluc;lt,,; and inro!"m ()~Ir childJi:n: thi.: ilt'cd 10 give parl.:tllS 111(.; \0(11:-; tu 
pn;tcc: th~ir ;:11ildn:11 !hlll: what Ih!.:y \.:ullsider {O he harmful innucncc~; 
tbi.: nc..:,;;! ror fr":l: and or!.':)) political dcoale. drivcn not by dollars. <Inc! 
soundbitcs. but hy i8SUCS and idl'a}i. 

Vi!,;!,; Ilrcsid;;:lt (;01'(.; :~n:mUl:c!,;d til:.: iimlings ofthc Kaisl:r Family 
Foundations Survey on TV Ratings whieh show parents clearly suppol1 
and il~C 11K' new TV-ratings. aml he rc{)Cntcd his call for the V-CbIP to help 
par":;ll;;; monilor their children's tdcvlsion vlcwing. 

The Vil.'c Pn.:sidcnt receives the Jinal report of tht.., Advisory Committce on 
Public !nt<.:r..:st Ohligtlti(lllS of Digital 'I\;h.;vision Bn"-li.k:aster,..; urges 
bfi:);:dcns~c!'s H) !,;\)Ili:nit 10 the practi(;¢$ rt'comlHclH,kd by consenSlIS by the 
C()lUmiuc\.' -- particularly the rccomrncndaliol1 to air voluntarily Jive 
lllimH-:S nighlly uf frtt: tilli~ for political ~andidatcs for the 30 days prior II) 
nn dediol1, J\ prompt. broad ;'!I){! deep commitment hy hroadc<I;;ters to 
this and olher recommendations. would be a strong signal of their 
willingness to I'l'spond to public inlCn:st needs as we -:nter the, digit;;!l age. 
He also encouraged the rcc to work with hroadcasters to achieve that 
goal, 

V;c';: Prcsidcn: (inrc hdp:-; to lead a nat!ollally t;;kvj!'-:d to'.\'H bll meeting 
,l;) 111-: "'L':SSOllS Ill' Link'lnn" from a hig.h .:;.;hool m D-:,S t-.·1o:ncs. NBC 
:m;;hur Tom Brobw chalknged Cor..., to tah' (In 1-1ol!ywood, Gore. 
;lCkmn\'lcdg-:d Ill:!; v;ok!1-:-: ill' ;\.'Ic'.'i;:ion :i:ld :n (h~ movies is "way \lUI 

or ..;ontroL' and is:iw..xl:l ;":;la:h.':l!;\.' h.::!.:k 1'.1 Brokaw. (ion: said. "I wlluld 
abo f,nllEllly r..:ql,lcsi tlW1 NBC join Ih~ olber networKs in agn:cing to rale 
1b,.. 1I' progralll:-; so :11,11 P:lI\'::ilIS \\';11 he :lhl\: to block \Hll thc on-:s th-:y 
1I11nk young cbildn:n arc not ready 10 handli..:," 

Vk-: Prl.!:iiilenl nun..: ,mtluu!1c-:d ;\I~ iml)(>rtal!l new Clllli1l1:1mclll hy lnternd 
I.!Ull1[1(1l1leS (0 provido.:: pm":,ll;: wi:h C;LSy hi lind new n:;wu,c-:s ttl prolL'e! 

their cbildren l1'Otl1 in~\ppropr:atc l1laicrial on the Inll..'rJ)ct. This 
CP1~Hl\itlllcnt frum !he cn:mlry' S pn.=;u;cf\': {!Hl,.:rnct comp:mics m.:ans lhat 
!i-mil (1r,y acccs~ poi I:! nil the InlCrnd, parcllls and kids will be j~ISt.r)JlC 
click Ol.\\'ny from UCOnl!)fchcnsivc resource' guide th,Jt will prn\'idc 
v:l.tunbk tools. tips uHd n.'sources for sale surfing on Ihc net. Parents 
vbi;ing Intcrnet ~it\.!s th~lt ~'I.:Cnllnt for 951Y" \;1' all Jlil(';fIl<:t Irani;: ~villl~ 
just one dick away from the tools and safety tips til!.!)' need to pr:t:.ltcct their 
children in cyherspacc,· 

Vi!.:\.' President {Hld Tipp!.!!' (j(ln.~ parti<:ip-atl' III n Whitl.! Hotlse strategy· 
s>:s~i~)I; ()11 >:bl(l;-~n: vi{;h:nn; and n.:spollsihility, Till: President launc11cd a· 

-...- . 
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July 2'l, 1999 

October 20. [999 

Jam:ary 1. ::WOG 

1I<lllt1iUI Camp:dgn 1\1 prt:n.:n! ),nuth vink:nl:t> AI tit..: conJt:n.:Ilt:c. the Vice 
I'n:sidcnl talk\.'d abollt the important nIle or pan.:ntillg, commended ABC 
::nd CBS ,llld mnsl Ilfl!!,' C;dl!C llcl',Vurks and salcl!ih.: nelwurks for 
parl:cipaHng in II:.: V-dtip system, and spokt: ol':he important new tools 
thai Internet camp'lIlies will soon make <lvaii;lblc to parents. 

Vice Pn; . .;iderH Go!\: Salcllilcd i1110 an event at the NminnaJ pn:ss Club 10 
hdp launch the new pan.:nt';j protection pag\.! .called GctNctWisc.com 
which gives parents the tools they need to protect children from 
inappropriat!.: material on tIll,; internet. This allllOLlI1CCmcnl follows 
through on a commilment that major Internet companies made when the 
Vice President first announced this effort in May_ 

Viet! hesident Cjon:- writes FCC Cnaimum Bill KClinard asking the FCC 
10 '.ipen a puhlic proceeding on how bro;::tdcastcrs can fulfill their puhlic 
intcrC.'il o:)ligatit):l~ ill the digital era. Tbis JI.!t!er is believed 10 he thc first 
leaer from the Vic.; President to the FCC chaIrman on tl policy !ssuc. 
r\l! new Tdc\'isitlll '>I.'IS Wilh scn:ens larger tbn 13 illches have n V-chip 
,1l::1~dbL 

, , ' 
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TV Ratings Family Groups Meetings 
Ceremonial ()fficc 

2:iO - 2:55 pm. j\·lond,:ty JUlle 6,1997 


Mcdiu:,t requested hy UUIl (;ips 

nrtcfin~ rn~p:tfcd hy Jim Ktlhlcnhcft~cr/Carf'ic Wofford 


EVENT 
You arc meeting with representatives of a number of groups who arc involved in the TV Ratings 
debate. You met with sever-II ofthcsc same groups last Decemher before announcing the ratings 
system to ask them to give it a chance to work and to get back with Valenti '5 group with 
suggestions nn how it C.10 be improved. 

LOGlSTICS (A:: of this writing, subjecllo change) 

• 	 YOll win he briefed in your Wesl Wing office 5 minutes: p~im to the llleeting hy 
DOll (lip:: ll!)d Jim KohlcnbcrgcL 

• 	 YOll will make brief opening remarks an open the floor up to disclIssions. 

YOUR ROl.IllCONTRII,lUTIQN 

This mcctirig 1'lc['vcs severn I purposes. 

This is tbe first step in of Ollr sirategy to maintain control or the ratings 
debatc. 

Tbis is a chance to follow up with several of the groups: from last 
December who you then asked to give it some tilne .and to give you 
feedback on how it can be improved. 

To deliver the message that we expect them to work this out with indUStry 
and tu come back to us. 

Carry the message li~at the administration has stayed out of the i';ress .and is " 
in H, umquc position to help moye industry along, 

. Your goal in this meeting should be to listen to their concerns and ideas 
but not to negotiate a deal or re,:!ch consensus. 

STATUS OF NilGOTI6TIONs
• 

• 	 CI·hn.::e oflhc Big 4 TV networks are close to agreeing to add S V lind L tn the 
oil-screen icon • .with NBC as the only holdout. The letters wotdd be added to the 

' '... 




existing rati:lgS!O dc:>ignn\c sexual content, violence, and la;lguage. (S;.:e bclo\v for 
debib on thc possible ngrccment) McCain pulled together H Hmch publicized 
meeting lasl wl.!ek tlu! Included Markey, Coals, Tauzm and imlw;try Il:Ildul.s. 
MeCalll has asked Ihe p:~lrents groups and industry to work tugether to show some 
progress or reach a deal by June 18th when the Commerce Committee is CXI)t;ctcu 
10 Inilrkup a Coals bili til:>! would take away digitallicensc$ without a content hased 
rating. 

Possihle Stumhling Block... In addition to NBC's. position, other possible 
sLumbling blocks to flO agreement include Lieberman who wants his ')Wll code of 
conduct bill passed, and industry who wants a legislative moratorium for a 
number of years. 

In addition there is some disagreement as to whether the V ~Chip should carry only 
this rating scheme, or carry third party systems as well. Our current position ha..<; 
been that this should be left for the FCC to decide. 

QjJTLlN£ QfJ'OSSIflLE AGREEMENT 

~ 	 Add New Ratings Codes. The industry wouJd agree 10 add fou:: new ;cHcrs SVL 
and D to the existing ratings to dc~ignate sexual content, vloknc0, lunguagc ;~nJ 
explicit dialogue. 

!\lon~ Visihle Icons. Thc industry would agree to mab::: the ra1:ngs icoa larger and 
to di$play thc:n longer. . 

More,.; Parcutallnvolvement. The indust:} would cou:m!: to :,on~voting parental 
rl;prcscntution on tbe ratings board. 

• 	 OUJ' Commitment. Instead of a legislative moratorium, we would agree to ~ay' th3t 
l:ldustry anti ;xlfcnis have proposed a solution, now we ilhould give this solution 
along with the v~chip chance to work in the market before cO(1.sidcril'g legislation. 

OUR STRATEGY FQR]llE COMING QAYS 

• 	 Mee( with Family GrOttilS Today. This meeting. 

VP-IHccling with Jack Valenti on \Ve~uesday..You wil! mc;:t with Valeuti 
tomorrow morning to 'Issue Jack tbe challenge 'that he can cltheLstand alone with 
NI1C,'or lv/cart lead the group 10 the ultimate outcome, 

,Cali to Bob Wright of NBC. NBC is thl: ll111jor industry holdout We think you 
should call Bob Wright as a friend_ who. has stood with them through?ut this 

.... 



pmcr.!ss to give him ille advicc Ihat lhl~Y are going 11,) get stranded oUl tbt;n~ alorH': 
ltnlcss they come alnllg. You can :Ilso tell him that we <In: going to do an 
1I1IllUlIrlCCmcn( <It Ill\! While H(lllSe with a scat I;)r him. 

• 	 Aunounce;\ White HfIllz.;C meeting around ,June 171h. McCain is mCdillg will: 
industry reps next 011 June 17th" We could annollnce <l White House meeting bdi}fC 
McCain's meeting irwc think a dea! is immancnL 

• 	 White lIonse Call tu McCain. Erskine Bowles could call }'AcCaill (0 talk nbout 
the administration's long Icrm commitment to this issuc. acknowledge McCain's 
iJlvolvcmcnt, highlight 0(11' currcnt involvement., .llld invite him McCain to the 
White !·Iouse announccm~nl and nITer bim a speaking role. 

OTHER RELEV ANT DATES 

June 17th 	 McCain meets with industry 
.June I~ih 	 Markup of Coats bill -- losc your digilal license without contcnt b~!scti 

rutings 
,'Ulle 20th 	 FCC bearing on ru:ings. 

ATI,\CHMENTS 
• 	 List of attendees 
• 	 Talking points 

,"... ',' 



Talking Points 

I want 10 thank you till forcuming \,)JHY, Til.: .:ficctivcne;;:; uJ'televisiun r;!lings have 
he!!n a wry irnpo!'t.:mt topic for tne, Tipp!!f and the Prcsiden! since we lin,! annotlnccd 0\~r 
:l'.!ppnn for Ihe V~dlip :-;cver;11 year;,; ago at my ,anliual family cOlliercnc,e ill Tennessee. 

We worked hard on this issue when we held our television ratings summit here in the 
White Hot:!'>e too, We wcr!! bappy that industry decided to Iry to devise a system that 
might be aeccptahlcto pments occause we did not want thl! government in the ratings 
husiness. 

• So last December I met with some of you when the television ratings were first 
announced. At that time I askcd you both in public and in privatc to give the ratings some 
lime and then to provide feedback on how it could be improved. 

• So today I want to follow up on that meeting and hear from you directly how what think 
the problems arc with the current ratings system. 

• III the next few days I will be mccting with Jaek Valenti and others to help deliver the 
feedback I :I:lkcd you for -- lowe you no less. rwill tell them that they must work as hard 
~l.S they ean to meet your needs. 

But today. I also want to Iell you that you need to work with industry and to come b:.tck to 
us with an agrecment that will work. We will all be better off if we can avo;u multiple 
s),s:CnlS und keep the govcrnmcr:t from having to mandate a system. 

• The President and I hope to convcne a mecting later this l110lHh on this subject. 1 want 
you to know that we need to resolve this issue SQ that parents can take advantage of th,,; 
best there is to offer. 

This is an impDrtMt opportunity for us to work together to get n system that is truly 
usefuL 

... 
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The Participants 

The key orgtmi'l ..alions m:gotiating with industry --the American Medicnl i\~$oCiUlion. 

American Psyehi:uric AS$oci';ltiof), Center for Media EdtlCUtiol1 N<1tionnl, and the Nationa! 
Parent-Teacher Association --want S V,md L added tll the current age-based rating!'; systeill. These 
ftHlr key groups, the selfdesignated negotiators, also W;lJlt to see suh-categorics of kltel:> to explain 
the levels of violence, sex or language. 

Some of the other groups you wi!! hear from do not agree with comhining {he two SY$tcIHS 
and would like to see the industry's age~bascd sy~tcm dropped altogether. The American 
Psychological Association, for instance, feels that the age-based system "entices" children to watch 
shows designated for an older audience. 

You arc likely to hear considerable dissatisfaction Vl-r:lth the level;;. of violence being 
clmrac1crized as "TV-PG" under the CUfTent system. 

l'A.RTI CII' ANTS 

,Joanne nykstra :md ArnnJd Fette (pr. "Faygi~") 
National Parent-Teacher Association 

COllcerns: Ms. Dykstra wilt tell you that she wants the ratings ~ys(cm to have 
clearer definitions of what "violencc" nieans. She feels that the categories "Y" and 
"Y-7" arc the most problematic for parents because they contain violence. Rather 
than simply adding "V, S, L" 10 the age-based ratings, the PTA feels strongly that 
"'Y" and "Y-7" will require slIb-categories of "V" (0 indicate the level ofviolencc 
involved. lbc PTA also wants larger icons to be shown 011 television screens and to 
be shown tor a longer period of time. In addition, the PTA wants to ellsure {hat 
parents arc represented on any oversight board that is created. 

Kathryn lVlontgofl1cry 
C..:;n!cr for ~v1cdia Education 

Concerns: Kathryn was among the group that met with you las: Dcccmb..:;r. The 
Center for ?v1cdia Education strongly hclieves that the age-based system has fililcd, ,~ 

They arc hcaricncd that Indm;tI)' has listened fo the. criticism and is willing to make 
c1~angqs. However, they arc not satisfied with Industry's proposallo add the letters,· 
"V, S, L.;~ They would like to add $lib-categories to'inuicate the level ofintcnsity of 

. contcnt· 'I11CY ar,e also vcry <:oncerned about ensuring that "Y w 7" includes levc.ls un4' 
indicators"of violence. . 

Hr. ,John C. Nelson and Mike Chapm:lo 
Amelican MediciiI Association 

Concer'!si The. American M ..."(iical Association is primarily conccrncu alxlUl violcm:1.: 

" .. " 



on TV, more Iban scx or tanguag.,;, The AMA i!1 currently pushing lor a 
conlenl-I"l')cd system because the age-based system alone docs not provid..: cnough 
information. Unlike some of the parents' gmUI}S, the AMA is Interested ill };Ccing Ihe 
Industr),'s proposed compromist; and remains "open to talkingahout how that would 
look." 

Dc Itoher! Phillips nod .Julie Schroyer 
Americ~ll\ p::;ychiatric Association 

Carolyn Bn;cdlovc 
Nationa! Educ.'Hlon Association 

Sally McConnell 
National Association of Elc1l1cntary SchoollJ rincipals 

Concerns: Sally was among the group that met with you last December. The 
NatIOnal Association of Elemental)' School Principals would prefcr a strictly 
content-based system, rather than a combined age-and content-based system because 
(hey believe that a combined system would be too confusing, Their second concern 
is to have the ICons aired longer .1!ld larger 011 the scrcen. They also would like 
rating.!> to be published in the TV guides and newspaper listings, 

.Ie.(f Mclnlyr~ 
American PsycllQlogica! Association 

Concern.,': Jcfr WllS among {be group Iha1 met with you hL"t DcccmL..cr. Th..: 
American Psychological Association docs not support n combined age and confcnt 
bscd :"ysrem. It is tb::lr bclierih:ll the proposed compromise --to add the letters, "V, 
S, L" to lb: [Igc~based system ~~would not address the levels ofvioicncc in the PG 
und Y -7 shows. 'nlC AI' A feds adamant thaI industry pay nttention to the large body 
of rcs:.!ilfch which shows thnt an agc-hw-:cd system entices children to wntch S:lOWS 
!hat arc categorized for older children ~-what psychologists caU the "rorbjdden fwit 
e:TceL" The APA wants to be represented on :.lny oversight board creal;.:;d. 

Meeghan Pnmfy 
Children Now 

Concerns: Children Now would support the addition of content -based letters to the 
agc~ha&:d system in order to give parents more infommtioll about what their children .~ 

. walch. Bu:, they "Yan! sub~ategorics wilhin the content, for instance "mild violence" 
'instead of "violcilCC." Children Now abo wants parents'to have a voice Oll ,Ul 
{}vcr:;lght bonrd. 

Jk. Joel AII'crt 
American Academy of Pediatricians. 

Cot;,'ern:\': The Americail Academy of Pcdiairicians feels the current "ystCI1l has 
failed bel..:<llIS0 parents no..,'Cc\ content to know how to judge what their children shm;ld 
wtltclL T.hey bcli~vc,mos! programs nrc b:.:ing,rutcd TV-PG --regardless of Cl)lllcnl 

http:DcccmL..cr
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--lltld Ihat TV·PC; can indicate anything from mild language to vcry gmphic violence, 
Pcdiatricbns wa1ll [0 hem' lim'.' industry plans 10 add content. PediatrIcians: have HOI 

had direct cont:!ct with l!iG industry. 

'Kim \V:ldc 
Chi!t!rcn's Defense Fund 

Concerns.' Kim was among th: group that met with you Insl I),,'(:cmhcr. The 
Children's Defense Fund i~ifi lilat their concerns have not changed since D;,::ccmbcr: 
"l1lc)' still want a cOl1:cnl~!xl.;,cd !iYS!Clll, wI:.h the Ic{tcrs <iV, S, to. on. the screen. CDF 
is eager to resolve the Issue through a compromise wilh industry. 

'. " . ",' 
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TO: 


RECOMMENDED BY; 


PURPOSE; 

BAKGROUND: 

TOPICS OF DISCUSSION: 


CONTACT PERSON AND 


RECOMMENDED PHONE CALL 

FROM ERSKINE BOWLE~ 


Senator John McCain 

Don Gips, OVP 
Jilll Kohlcnbcrg(;f, oyp 

As we gel close to a deal on TV Ratings, we need to ensure that the 
TV Ratings. announcement is a White House announcement and 
not a hill announcemenL John McCain, as Commerce Committee 
Chairman, is poised 10 announce a deal when he meets with 
industry and parents groups on June 18th. We would like you 10 

invite Senator McCam to have a speaking. role at a White ]I"usc 
event, probably on June 18th, to show till.: bipartisan n~lture of the 
ratings dctll and tn give him some bim credit fOf having Illt)\'cd the 
ball forward. 

The Vice Presidellt has been wo~rkjng behind the scenes Ihis week 
to help broker:1 deal on TV ra~i()gs huving met separate!}.' \Viih tilt) 
parent gnlups and Jack Valenti repn.::-;cnting lndl:slry. The Vice 
PresIdent i~ nlso schcu:.lled to call Bob Wright, President l.r t-.:BC, 
the oniy holdout from the industry side" We tirc VCI)' ncar a dcaL 

Senator McCnin has also been meeting with parent and industl}' 
groups. He has asked them to get ooek to hon by June ISl.h with 
some sign of progress. McCain believes that the \}.l]}ite House cut 
the deal too carly las! time and that the deal this time lies with a 
commitment from Congress not to seek legis1mion that would undo 
tlv.: deal. tvfcCain is threatening industry that if they COl1le to the 
White House to announce the deal t1l«~ be will tlot'suppurl the deal. 
Industry seems to be very nervous ubOll1 moving forward without 
COllgrcss. 

Further backgroimdjs attached. 

Talking I'o;nts Attached. 

• 
TELePHONE NUMIlER(S): 224·7137 (Ellen) 

, 224-2235 (main flurilber) . 

.... . 



DATE OF SUHMISSION; ,lUlll: 1 L 1997 

ACTION: 
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Tele"ision Ratings llpdarc 

STATUS OF NJiOOTJ(\TJONS 

'" 	 Three of the Big 4 TV networks an,,' close 10 agreeing II) ~jdd S V and L to the on-scrccn 
icon. with NBC as the only holdout The IcHers would be added to the existing ratings 10 
dcsignu!c :icxua: c,mtcnt. violence, and !':lIlgllagc. (Sec belQW !<H" dewiL" on tile pnssihh.: 
agrccmcllI) McCain pulled togetber a much publicized meeting last weck that included 
Markey, Coats, Tauzin ~md inJustry leaders. McCain has U$Kcd the parents groups and 
industry to work togcllH!f to show some progress or reach a deal by June 18th when the 
Commerce Committee is expecled to markup a Coats bill that would tuke away digitat 
licenses- without a content based rating. . 

• 	 Ilossiblc StultlbJin~ lUock.,.:. In addition to NBC's position" other possible stumbling 
blocks to an 'lgf>!cmcnt include Lieberman who wants his 0\\11 code ofcondllcl bill 
passed, and industry who wants a legislative moratorium for a numbcr ofyears, 

In addition tht.:rt' is some disagrccmel:! ltS to whether the V-Chip should carry only this 
rating scheme, or carry third party ~yStCI:l~ <IS well. Our CUlTcnt position has b:..'t!!l thut 
this should h..: kft for !Iv: FCC to decide_ 

OUTLINE OF I'OSSIB;,F AGREEMENT 

Add lS'cw Ratin!!,s Codc~, The- indu51!'), v;olllci agree to udd Riltr nc\v !dlcrs SVt" 
and)) to- the cxisting ratings 10 designate sc),.ua! cnntelll, violence? langtluge and 
expliclt dialoglll!. 

• 	 Mm'c VJ.\Jhlc JC(lU);, The industry would agree to make tht.: r>llings icon larger ~nd 
to display them longer. 

MOl"" l'"n.'l1t:II lnvoh·cmcnt. The indusiry wuukl commit to non-voting parental 
representation on the ratings bO<lrd. 

Ou~ Commitment. Instead ofaleghilati,:c moratorium, we would agro:e 10 s~ly that 
induslry and p.lrents have proposed a solution, now we should gIve this soit,ltion 
'along 'with thc v~cbip a chance'to work-in Ihe·market'bcf(jre.eon~jdcrjng legiSlation. 

TV RATINGS JJJSTOR't 

• 	 President Announc{!s V-Chip. Two years ago, the Presidcnt joined t!w Vice Prc..<;idclll at 
his annual' family conference to,announce our· support ·for the ,V -Chip to block 
objectionable mate;i»l based 011 a' yet to .be d~viscd lcicvisi(;lI\ rating's '$}'stCl1~ 'a'nd ensiJrc 

.... ", . ' . 	 '. ...' . ..' 
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tha! it was includ..... d in upl'<.lllling lcgi;:la!j"n. 

Pn:sidcnt Si~lIs Lc!.;islation Rcquil'iuJ.! V-Chip. 111 FdwlI;lry or 1I)W; whelllhc (\1111:\1\':'::" 
:mswcn:d the President's c<!ll for the: V-Chip. the Pn::sidem signed in!n law the 
TdcccmmunlC;;ltions Ad whidl rcq\lir~s all TV sds 10 have lilt: V-Chip insla!kd alld 
requires a ratings system to mah it work, 

• 	 \\'hite lIouse Confcrencc on Children's Teh~\'ision. To spur industry into creating the 
ratings s)':-ilCm, in .Iuly or 1996 fhe President lms!ed a White House Cnnlcrcncc Oil 
Children's Television at which point the tcievision indus!ry ngrecd 10 develop a ruling 
system ji.}r television to usc with the v--chip, 

• 	 I"resident Announces Tele"ision )tatings. When industry developed the idling system 
in December of 1996, industry eame hade to the White House to announce it with the 
11rcsidcnt At thal time the President challenged parents to let us know if the ratings 
system was uscful to them and make suggestions on how industry could improve it The 
event on June 18th would follow up on that commitment. 

. .'. 	 , " 



T~dking PUIuts 

.loh!:, 'I\:k.'visi(lll r;uings is an is~ml..: wo: bOlh care ;1i'l,llu a L~1. We haV{; a his[(lry on t:1is 
issue as ,in yHlL 

\\lc"J like In Ut! ;u: event at the White I'louse lila! i:ldw.ks yoo \vith a speaking role thin 
honms your work and th(~ \vork of others. 

• Industry \';ants you to be :hcre, we want you to be there. 

* This could be a great show oChipartisan unity. 

• 


, . 
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Meeting wI .Jaek Valenti 
West Wing.Oflicc 
11 :5Qam· 12:~Opm, Wednesday. hmc 11, 1997 

Meeting requc!ltcd hy Don GiJls 
Hricfing prcf):m.'d hy Jim Koblcnbergcr. r 

EVENT 
You arc meeting with Jack Valenti and Tony Podesta as a follow up to your meeting with parent 
groups and to take the next step in your effort to resolve the tv ratings issue. As you Know, Jack 
is very invested in the current system having worked so hard to pull it together in the first place. 
But now parents groups arc demanding that content based ratings be included. Valcnti and NBC 
have been resistant to the makings of the current compromise: 

LOGISTICS (As of this writing, subject [0 change) 

~ 	 You will be briefed by DOll Gips and jim Kohlcabcrgcr 5 minutes prior to yO\!f 

meeting. 

YO\lR ROI,l~C;bNTRU)\lTION 

• 	 This is a chance to talk with Jack Volenti as 3. friend to tcl! him he nco.:-ds to move 
all tv ratings. You o,nd the Prc.~jdcnt are the only politictll !cndi:rs \\'110 have stood 
wilh him and held your nrc while everyone else on the hili has attacked the 
system. You also want to make clear to him that while you understand tbe need lO 

have Congressional support for any cmnpromise. the White Hotisc must be ':1: the 
table if a deal is cu1. Thal make you the perfcct persoll to carry the mcssage to 
V nlcnti. 

I'ROGRAIylNOTES 

.. 	 V .. It.'nti's Arm Surgery. As you kllOW, Jack Valenti underwent olltpaticnt 
surgery 011 Monday on li ruptured tendon on his right anll. He VvaS injured whil.c 
playing golf. This is apparently the same surgery on his ann as the President had. 
on hi:i.km::e. Va!cnti:s ann will be in a sling eight weeks, You rut in'a call to Jas-k 
to wish him 'well after the surgery.. 

STA'Jl)S OF NEgOTIATIONS· 

• 	 'lllfCC- of the Big 4 TV nttwqrks. arC close to agreeing (0 add S V and I,;, to the on-screen 
icon, with NBC as the only holdout The leuers would be added to the ~xi:'\ting raljng~. to 
designate .scxual conte!!!. Violence, an~ JaflgI:Jugc . .(See belm\' for'~ctails on (he p()s~ibk 

. agreement) McCain pulled toget!ler a m.uch p~lblicized m(",eting last week that included' . .,. . ,.' ,- , . 
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Marke)" C{)~l$, Tallzin and industry leaders, McCain has asked th..:: par<.!!llS grOl:p$ .and 
industry !o work logclhcr (0 show S,1IHC progress or reach a deal by June 1 :;lh when the 
Commerce Committee is expected !o markup a Cflals billlh,l.1 would take l.lV·my dig!!:!1 
licenses without a content h:J$cd mtlllg. 

• 	 Possible Stumhling Blocks. In addi(ioll to NBC's positiun, ot)1:\.:r pos.siblc mumhling 
hlocks to an agreement include Lieberman who wan!s hls own code of conduct htl! 
passed, and industry who wa!1ls a legislative moratorium n,r a numhcr of years. 

In addition there is some dIsagreement as to whether the V~Chip should carry only this 
raling scheme, or cany third party systems as well, Our current position bas been that 
this should be left for the fCC to decide. 

QUTI,It!I~Qf POSSIBLE AGRUIlMIlt:lT 

• 	 Add New Ratinf,!s Codes. The industry would agree to add rour new letters SVL 
and D to the existing f3tings to designate sexual content, violence, language and 
explicit dialogue. 

More Visible (cons. The industry \,.,.-ould agree to make the rutings icoll larger am! 
to display them longer. 

More ParcllHII.luvolvcmcllt The industry woufd commit t() n(ln~votillg pan:ntai 
representation on the ratings board. 

• 	 Our Commitment [rstead of a legislative !llor.;'.~urium, Wl.! would agree to S3)' t~lat 

industry and parcots have proposed a solution, now we should give this solu:ion 
;Ilollg with the v~chip a chance to wo~k in the market befure considering legislation. 

f'"lTACHMENTS 
.. Tal'king Points 

Rccc:Jt article on Vnlcmi and ratings 

i 
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Valenii Tulkin~ l\,ints 

* 	 I hope your mm i~ getting better. I know h .. w P:llllftlllhcsc things can be, 

I want 10 talk!O you nbollt ratings today. I think We ne<.:d [0 step back and wkc a look al 
where we may he ahle to flnt! a reasonahle compromise. 

I've stood with you on this the whole way, Jack. As all of the: other political leaders on 
the hill have Critici7.cd the current system we have held our fire. But [ have to tell you ;IS 

n friend that the time for a compromise is upon us, I know you bave dif1icu!ty pcrsu,ldiog 
many of your members., but now is the lime for you 10 lead this process. 

• 	 Jack, 1 was just thinking back to when you announced the ratings system last December. 
told you, both privately and publicIy~ that you needed to listen to what parents haw to say 
and modify the system accordingly, 

I had .} good talk earlier this week with UHIO)" of the p-arenl groups involvcd in the TV 
ratings issue, And I'm sure you know what they laid me, '111CY told me 11m( parents want 
content based ratings, more and better information on what the ratings mean. more visible 
icons and more parental involvement 

rwant to encOliragc you to think aboulthese modifications. 1 know you have said you 
would take parents views into aCCount. I am asking you 10 lake their views very seriously 
and to come back to us with something lhat workl'. 

I know you're under a 10t of legislative pressure 10 do this agreement and do it wilhont 
the White House, Given that we're the only ones who have S~!pportcd you thus far, 1 
know 1 can count on you to ma.ke sure that the While I-louse is a part?f any agreement. 
think the best way to get lhis done is to do an cvent here m the White House where we 
can IlHlkc sure that all the purties arc represented, r also need you to make it clC<l:r to 
industry that they can't go forward without the White House just as they can't go forward 
without Congress. 

• 	 Where do yon think we arc tn this debate? 

• 
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The Iiollywood Reporter 
.l,me 9, 1997 

V;lJCllti r:ttcd nhscnt as TV sy,~telll iuttcrs 

BYLINE: Brooks Bolick 


When the entertainment industry decided lo play hall wilh lawmakers and 

develop a mtings system for TV sex and violence. they selected tbe venerable 

Jack Valenti to head the effort. 


Arter all. it was Valenti who bad experience in that linc of work. As head of 
the MPAA. he developed the Ubiquitous movie ratings system. And for more than a 
year, Valenti appeared to pull off the linpossiblc M he managed to get a 
fractious industry to suppOrt an ~4PAA~iike guide for TV shows. 

Lately, however, Valenti has seemed like the odd man out. 

Over the past few days key members oflhc industry coalitIon have rebelled. 
In ttfl attempt to silence critics oCthe system, Fox and ABC want to 
substantially alter the guidelines that Valenti led them to a.::ccpl. CBS's 
support is_less thun overwhelming. NBC is Ihe only network thaI is sH.:adr.!stly 
opposing any big clUUlgCS. The cable industry never wholly embraced the system in 
the first place, and has agitated for major changes tbat refled their 
standards. 

And Valcnl i, wbo seemed to be everywhere when the system was developed, 

announced and defended, w-<.:s coaspicuously absent from tl1<; high~lcvclillecting 


Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz" had with the bron-d.cGSl industl), (his "b:ck. The 

meeting was attended hy all the major network lobbyists and managed 10 gaili 

10-eatncro coverage for the rost~collrab press conference. 11 seemed the perfect 

stage for Valenti. 


"I think he's out of it," said one network executive, "He wants to go to the 

FCC saying he'll make the i;,;ons bigger and stllfflikc that without v. S !l!ld L, 

hut that ain't going to cut iC"-(V, Sand L stan{Hor violence, sex and 


. lailguagc in nltings argot.) . 

"He's nol in charge orillc nctworks·and never has.heen," countered';] 

VaicntLdefcndcL "He's been trying to hold a coalitioli together that should 

never have be'en put together in the first place." ' . . 

By sctt~ng up a system til#! left 'something out, Valenti gave the industry 

IHu:lcuvcring room that ul!ow$ the companies to make ,1 dcal. 


, ' 

, ' 
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"J<lck, in his design, left them a space to move into," said one mdustry 

orficiaL "Iftlley'd slartct! with V, S tlnd L., where would they go to now'!" 


Valenti's presence at the helm orthe implementation group charged with 

developing the TV s.ystem not only gave tbe pand some credibility, it gaw !:lC 


indliMry a high~profilc figure cxpericlIccd at handling crilicism and public 

relations. Valenti wa,', also thought to be the only one whQ could hold together 

the diverse and comlx\tlve elements ortbc industry. 


"Somebody had to be out front on the issue, and fhe only onc Ihat the 

broadcast, cahle and movie people could agree on was Jack Valenti," said one 

execulivc involved in the effort "Hes been around a lung time. His record 

speaks for itself. He m~lY have been right or wrong, but he doesn't play it cllte 

in the comers," 


Under the industry's system TV shows fall into one of six different age 
categories fhat range from 'TV~G," designating mnt1.!rial suitable for 811 agl.:s, 
to "TV ~MA," ror mature audiences .only. Children's shows will he labeled, using a 
"TV-Y" as suitable for all youngsters and "TV ~Y -7" as appropriate for ages 7 and 
older. 

Child advoc:lcy groups nnd [awmnkers complain that the industry'S approach is 
too vague alld will be orlittlc usc (0 parents. They want sp(;cific S. V and L 
warnings indicating the intensity ofeach in every show. 

Valcati was nO! at McCain's meeting Wednesday becaus.,,; he \vas in Cuhfon:ia 
attending to other MPAA business, participating in. discussions on tbe 
iatcnmtional pi:'acy, trade and copyright issues tbat cost the mol:on pictw·c 
industry billion:> in lost pOIcn'tial income, 

"I've got immC!lSC problems way beyond the importance ofa TV ratings systel1l," 
Valenti 5::.i<1 from Los Angeles. "These arc really big, cosmic issues." 

While Valenti adn:itto.:d lowering his profile, he dcnled being cut oct or tb.\ 

TV ratings systcm talks. 


"J've been on the phone ta!~.itlgto everyone," he said. "Nobody makes it !iwvc 

without talking to us." ' 


'The 'McCai;l meeting was with the iietworks, not' the studios,·hc ~aid, It diu 
. 110t include the top network brass or the chieftains of the companies that own 

them. nor did it ind~dc tll~ other Washingto·o association chiefs National 
Cable Television AS:>H. head Decker Anstrom or National Associution of 
Broadcasters CE:O Edward FriUs, S,incc a deal wasn't going to be done at the 

" ' 
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meeting, be didn't need t,) be there, be exp1.1ined. Broadc;lsters agreed (0 mC0! 

witb lawmaker::; in two \\\:eks and llpdlltc them on the progress. 

"The Congress is a!1cr lhe networks," Valenti said. "The hroadc:lsters arc the 
only olles they r(~glllatc. They can eXert pn.:ssuro il!l them hy threatening to take 
away their licenses. ThaI'" their Dall10ckan sword." 

That threat is exemplifIed by legiSlation McCain plans to have the Senate 
Commerce COlllmittee consider on June 18. when he h;)$ scl!t.;duled a VO:c on a bil! 
introduced by Sen. Dan Coats, R-lnd., that.would make a c()ntcnt~sfX!cific ratings 
system a condition lor blcadcaslcrs' getting their licenses renewed. 

McCain's panel approved a bill by Sen. Emest Hollings, D-S.C., that wou!d 
either force the TV industry to provide more delaited rating inforrn8ti(lH about 
violent content or a;r v;oJc:1i shows only when children are not likely to he 
watching. It await.. Scnate action, 

Those bills arc having !lh-;ir- effect as broaocas!.::rs arc scrambling In ;;,lw,fy 

mlings system critics and he:Hl off any more votes. 


Fox and ABC arc tired ofbaving to defcnd thc syslcm ~md wan.t to huy some 
peace by adding V> Sand L, but there is a question on how much pCllce they can 
buy if all the networks add the clDssifjCiltions. 

McCain, Coots and Rep. Ed Markey, D-Mass'l said Wednesday thal ihey would 
attempt to head off any legislativc t.;fforl of the networks thal would add V, S 
and L Markey snid he also wants the networks to pledge not to usc as it dU!:1pi:lg 
ground f(H programming that runs the gamut from the innocuous to the insulting. 

All oft11i5 hchind-thc:'scenes maneuvering has nmv persuaded the p;aycr$ to 
agree to TI?-cet wa~h McCain in 1\'iO vlceks to dascuss their progress. 

Valenti (:-onfidaals also complain tbat the networks made a strategic error 
this week when dcaks emerged thal Fox and ABC were ready to make a d:(lngc. III 
cffect, broadcasters showed tlH::lr ho;c c:lrds before the blind was caltcd, th~y 
argue. 

"There 'comes a time to eu: a deal.'ypu have a p~lbli-c !i.ICC that you bave to 
t 	 maintain, but you don't change that until you have a deal$" said one s'ourec 

c1osc.to Valenti. '''Y9u certainly doil~t go leak iUo t!IC press and· then try t'o 
make tbe deal." i .' 

Valenti refused to point fingers at anyone, however; and it is unclear how 

'.', 
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long he will keep ill the background. Valenti has been counted out and rebounded 
more times than nearly anyone in Washington and it may be premature to count him 
out now. 

"Everything we pledged to do Oil Feb. 29, we've done," he said. "I've been 
able to hold together this unlikely coalition for a while." 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: June 9, 1997 
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June 11, !997 

MEMORANDUM FOR TIlE VICE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 	 DON GIl'S 
JIM KOHLENBl?RGER 

SUBJECT: 	 TELEVISION I<ATINGS UI'IlATE 

As you know, we are dose to a deal on Television ratings, The meetings you did this 
week with the parcnt groups and with Jack Valenti helped to get us very elose to a compromise 
on television ratings that will be a big win for parents, 

The toughest challenge at this point is ensuring that Congress signs on b{,,'C:luse we want 
this to be a White House announcement on June 18th. Senator McCain, who has been visible in 
the press recently 011 this issue, is threatening industry that he will not support a deal if they come 
to the White House to announce it Industry seems to be very nervous about moving forward 
without Congress, We are now exploring a speaking role lor McCain at a Wbite House event. ft 
is going to be hard (0 get McCain, 

:iJAT.lllim'NlillOTIATIONS 

Three of the l3ig 4 TV networks arc close to agreeing to'add S V and L to (he on~scrcen 
leon, with NBC as the only holdout. 'fhe letlers would be added to the existing ratings to designate 
sexual content, violence, and language. McCain pulled together a much publicized meeting lust 
\vcck that included ?l.1urkey, Coats. Tauzin and industry leaders, McCain has asked the parents 
groups and industry to work together to show somc progress or reach a deal by June 18th when the 
Commerce Committee is expected to markup a Coats bill that would take awuy digilallicenscs 
with0U: a qomcnt In.t.'\cd rating, 

In addition' to NBC's position, other possible Sltlnlbling blocks to an agr~cll1cnt include 
Lieberman who wants his own code of conduct-biU passed, and industry who wants a legislativc 
moratorium for Q number of years,' . ' 

In addition there is some disagreement as to whether the V -Chip should carry only this 
rating scheme, or carry tbird party systems llS well. Our curreia posilion has been that this should 
he left for thc FCC to dcciiic, . . . , 

, " 
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aaTLINE OF I'O~~.!BU; AGRI;EMIiNT 

• Add New ltaliuf,!s elides. Till: indtlslry would agree {o add IOllf neW jdlers SVL 
and D {olhc I;xisiing, ratings to dcsigl1;l.lc ~cxtial contenl. v\okncc" l:Plgtngl.! :u:d 
explicit dialogm.'. 

More Visible Icons. ThlJ industry would agree lO make the rulings icon largel and 
to display lhem longer. 

.. More Parclltalluvoh'cmcnt. The induslry would commit to non-voting parental 
reprcseclcation on the ratings board. 

Our Commitment. Instead ofa legislative moratorium, we WQuld agree to say that 
industry and parent>; have proposed a solution, now we should give this solution 
along with the v~chjp .\ chance to work in the market before considering legislation. 



TV Ratings Family Groups 
Ceremonial Office 
11 :05 ;;tnt - 11 AO. Thur!'day JUf~C 19, 1997 

Meeting requested by non Gi(H./.Jim Kohlcnhcrgcl" 
Briefing prcpal'ctl hy ,Jjm Kohlcnhcrgcr 

EVENT 
You arc meeting with representatives of a numher of parents groups and Democratic mClHb:fs of 
Congress who arc involved in the television ratings debate. You mel with many of the snm\', people 
last Monday. This: is an opportunity to get an update on the negotiations, a clWIlCC for you to sec a 
video they have produced that shows vlolcm:e in TV-7 cartoons, and to push for progress for a deal. 
Still ca!ncras will be in the roonl. We will,isslie a statement from you after the cvcnC 

LOGISTICS (As ofthi. writing, subject to change) 

• 	 You wil! make opening remarks m : a!ik F-" <In ' 

Opcn up the meeting for discussioll 


• 	 View video 
• 	 You will wrap up tbe meeting 

YilllBJWLEICONTRIBUTION 

• 	 This is an opportunity for you to c:lgagc in (he- r.ltings debate, show you want to pu:;!J 
the envelope with Ule family groups while trying to ensure thai the rami!y groups ;mel 
these members of Congress arc ~Ill supportiClg,~ linal &,:a:. 

PROGRAM NOTES 

.. 	 Hill update. McCain said Tuesday that he wants ind\lstry to COH1C up ,\vith 
agreement by next Tuesday, or to let him know thai no agreement is possible. He 
made statement following meeting of lcgisln.tors and half~dozen industry leaders, 
including rcpreSe1\Ul'jvcs of networks and Time Warner. Markey, Lieberman and 
Hollings were p.trt of McCain's ,meeting. McCain also iL>:kcd Rcc9 Hundt to . 
postpone his P'riday session on TV rating.<:;. While close, it is still unclear when or if 
the deal will get dOlle. 

• 	 y ~7 a key Slicking point. One ofchid stiCking points is how tu define Y~7 cntcgory 
, of progrnn~mit:g.ait11ed:al children 7 and younger., Parent groups arc pqshing'fof V, 

S, mld'L dcsig'nations (violence. sex and language) fo~ that p,rogram 'c<ltcgory, along 
with other categories, cj,icfly ih.."'C<ltlSC of violence in crutoon:L Networks arc rcsistillg 

.and)uay want a modined descriptor instead of V. In the meeting last night with 
industry,' industry Offered to add FV for "Fanta;;y Violence." ThcJamily groups 

"bc'Heve FV is misleading, "'bere are no descriptors for the 'general category bClow Y ~ , 
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7. All other categories woukl hHve V, S, ,uld L. Fox and ABC arc kading tli:; pwtcst 
i1gains( Y-7, although others have objections. The \'ideo that you will sec will 
htghHg,ht the vlnlcf:el.! Oil Y~7 raled carWOl1S. 

Hidden indiclltors, A second isslle is hidden indicators_ When a show is rated TV 
14 but has sc)(unl or vinlen! behavior at the PG level, the groups feci [hat it should 
be given II V or an S. Industry strongly objects 10 this poiflt. The question is is 
whether the rating shoulJ get rounded up or rounded down. 

.. 	 Legislative MunltOrlUm. The finai outstanding issue is the legislative moratorium. 
The industry wunls a commitment thai Congress will not move legislation relnted to 
mting.<; or content for 3 years. McCain has been willing to commit to a moritorium 
on ratings but surprised industry by not commiting tu a moratorium on legislation 
related to content sud! as Liberman's bilL The groups are \villing to give on the 
ratings legislation for an unspecified period and are split on the content issue . 

., 	 Liehcrman. Scnator Liebennan does not think the family groups have askc{1 ror 
enough. In fact, Lieberman would not be disappoin"'d if the de,,1 fd I ,10.:>:'1. ThIs 
meeting is a good oppOrtunity for you to d..:n:un!>. de that \1-,< ';;(~ 1,:;;;h;;')1" .He 
envelope with the families but that w~ all must come together 1{1f a fillu] dC;;l!. 

Liebemlilll thinks television ratings as part of the hroader "culture wars." Licbcrma~l 
pr..:dicts the parents' groups ,vlII realize that by agreeing to a new ratings system, jhcy 
will have relinquisbed much of their leverage to gain concessions in the comcnt of 
the progrnrns. Television excC-Utives, he suggests, will be able to defend any 
perceived programming excesscs by noling that viewers had been warned in adv!mce. 
l...icbcnnan says parents will be forced "to put their V.chip where their mouth is." 

Lieberman has a hin that would. create an antitrust cxt:mption for networks <.Ind cubk 
50 tbey could agree to create a code ofconduct and set aside the 8 p.m. to 9 p.n~. bour 
for family-friendly programming. Last week Lieberman was looking to have lhe 
parents groups sign aletter asking for levels of violence i.e. V J to VS. 

l..icherll1an is importanl to the deal L'V..':causc industry is at the tahle seeking a 
commitment from Congressional leaders that they will no! seek further content 
leglslatioll like Lieberman's . 

• 	 . 1·lolUngs. i-IOlli!l~s aiso has a'bill that he ~anl'> a y~te on, }IoUings bill '''Quid rorce 
hroadca<;lcrs 10 provide more information for ratings or'channel viQlent progr;m~ming 
into night hours, He believes. his bill wouldn't have any effect if they wer:t ,to 
content mlscd ratings as they say they will :..~ so why nnt have ,\ yote on It. He feel.;;: 
that having a bill is the only way to keep industry honcst. Hollings mny bc·IMe or 
unavailable bcc,a~lsc ~c has a rnark~ur earlier in rhe morning. . 

• 	 Markey. Markey' has b<..'en a key pl~ycr \n the mtings debate. {\$ tbe origimll author, 
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orthc V-Chip lcgi;:lati()I!. tv111rKcy bas hl:'.:1\ actively involved as a \'()icc I'or tllC ilan;n! 
gn1ups. He also m<ln;lg!.:d the Pcoria meeting sllcccsfully. 

Par~icip:mts 

Carolyn 1~n:cdh)\'c 
Sally McConnell 
Margaret Garikes 
Arnold Fege 
Marjorie Tharp 
Mccghan Prunly 
Kathryn Montogomery 
June Minion 
Robert Phillipps 
Kim Wade 
Jeff McIntyre 

ATTACHMENTS 

.. 	 Talking Points 
Recent article 

National Educ:itioll As~ncia~i())l 
National Association of Secondiiry School Principles 
American Medical Association 
I'arent Teacher Association 
American AC(ldcmy of l'ooiR!ri:.:s 
Children Now 
Center for Media Education 
National Association of EtCn1CI)tru:y School t'rinciplcs 
American Psychiatric Association 
Children's Defense Fund 
American l'sychologic.11 Associallo:1 

, 
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Talldu~ I'oints 

Let Ille man by commending all ofyou in this mom for your commitmcnt to fighting SO hard ,.. 
on t.ltS lS:<illC, 

Lei l11e recognize the tremcndous Icadcri:hip ()fScnator Hollings, Senator Lieberman. and 
Congn..:ssman Markey, The three of you arc owed a dent ofgratitude from the country. Your 
mO$1 recent c('f(1l1S have helped to bring us to the point where we me today. But that should 
not oversbadow your bistoric fight to make telcvision safc for children that a1l (hrce of you 
have waged over time. 

.. 	 As lor those Qfyou who representing organi7..ations, not only do you stand up for parents and 
chilJrcn every day; but my stafftells me tlmt in these recent negotiations all ofyou have been 
working around the clock to try to bring about a real improvement in the ability of parents 
to control what comes inlo their homes, 

At our last meeting I asked for you to p'ush for what was right, but to find ways to reach 
con;;.cnsus where that was possible, From what 1 have hcurd, you have approoched these 
ncgnliutions in exactly that spirit J understand you have stood up for what matters, 
compromised where possible and arc making rcal progress. I commend you for thaL 

My go.d today is to he.1r from all ofyou what the best way is to <lchicve a victory for purctHs 
.:lnd children. I also want 10 express my commitment to achieving thal goal and reaching an 
agreement ~~ an agreement that all of us can stand behind . 

• 
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TV'~Rd:ti.ngs, 1st l..d-vJrl.tettH:u, aUuL4, b::JV 
Agre:ernent seen r:e;;u:ing on strengthening TV ratiags system 

INSERTS 3 grafs after 15th pvs, Broadcasters want, to UP[)A'I'I~ wich 
result or meeting; edits to l:.ightcn 
;ly JE!\NNINE l\VEF.ST,= 
Associated Pres:} Writer"" 

NASHINGTON {AP) The TV i.ndustry is moving clQr,ler to a:: 
agree:ncmt o:~ adeill9 codes for violence, sex :u:d crucic ; 1:l1l9u:JSJ',", t~) 
its 5-month-old program ra>:ings, But sticKing points remi1in. 

Senate Comrr.erce Committee Cha.lrman John McCain, H-Ar.l.%.. I 111 a 
meeting with broadcast and cable: l:ctwoi.k represcm~atlvcS Tu(:;;d:JY, 
gave parties until next TL:esda'r' to co:ne to <'.In agreement, 

"It", very optimistic ther.e will be an agreement tl at that timB, 
McCain told reporters after the m~eting. If not, he vaNed to lT1:1ve 

forward on legisiation that wou:d (or.ee the TV industry to ado}.'t 
stronger rating!). 

"The message to the broadcasters is: Time is up. You must flO 
longer delay in giving parents the warnings they need~" ·said HE:f.1. 
Edward Markey, D-Mass., who wrote the law calling upon the TV 
industry to rate programs. 

After two wE:eks of negotiatior.s. lawmakers, representativcI3 trem 
broadcast and cable networks and parents groups say progress ir) 
being made toward strengthening the ratings system, which took 
effect Jan. 1. 

In general, there's more support in l:he TV ,industry ~:(H ,,,ll,jng 
. 'V," . 'S" and' 'L' I to three rating;.;: ·:dtl 'C.S to 1 ., , 

violence, sex and potentially offensive language, said 
represe;;tatives'involved in the negotiation5~ who spoke on 
condition of~anonymity. 

Those ratings are: ".TV-PG," pa;::enti:ll guidance suggest02d: 
"'l'V-,l4," programs unsuitable fo::: children under 14; and 
"TV-l>1A, " for mature audiencQs o:l.ly. 

And t::ere' s broad support for: rur.ning ::he Q:!screen ra~~:,ngs 1':10 re 
frequently and more proninent:.y. . 

But members of the 7V industry are split over adding "V,' ( 
"S" and' 'L," to anothe!' rt)tir.gs categocy: "TV-Y7," which 
designates children's programs sui table for childre:1 7 and oldec. 

Some broadcasters don't want to add the "V'! because it w{Juid 
capture cartoons that now "fall .i:lto the' 'TV-'O'l categol'Y, 
industry and government: sourCeS said. 

Sex~al content and crude language are considered less of a 
stumbling block for broadcasters because few, if any, "TV-Y7" 
progr;;:ns il';clude sue:: content. 

Instead of adding a . 'V" to children' 5 shows rated "TV-Y"'" 
some industry members are discussing adding other designat'ions suc;" 
as "A'" for action adventu:-G: or . 'C" for comedic vJolence. 

Another sticking point bet.:ween indust:ry and~parents groups is 
how to· revise a content description that now accompanies the 
"TV-PG 1 ' r.atings category to· provide :)aronts \·d.th more spr2cific 
infocmat-i.or:, .' ~ . . 

The existing· content di:scription says t.hat programs may 
contaic infrequent coarse lang~age, lirr.itcd viole::1CC and SOIT.C 

$'Jggestive sexual ,;Halogu0 and situations." ~ost progt:'.ams aro 
rated '.'l'V-PG. "j 

To keep ·the pr.ess~rc .011. the. TV iJ)dlJstry to act ·on its own" 
,Nccain.~as,.sche?ul.ed.a cornmitte~'vot·e on ,a,".bill~ by sen .. Da:n Coat$,~ 
R- Ind.'" .that ~ lVou1d, 'force .stronge·!:.'" ratings. ·for Thursday one dai 
before' the· Fedcra'r·Com'muni'cations '~omrni:s',s"iori holds its L!.rst 

http:infocmat-i.or
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he,:.ring on the ettectl.veness or enG 'IV 1.IH.JUtiLt'y~$ rdcLll';l sy:::;Lem. 

t t1['oadcasters want assurances from Congt"css that the addition of 
"V," "S' j and' 'L" or ot::er Ct:;1:1gCS wODld effectively 
shot:'t-circuit legislative sO),ut~onfl. WfLLlc not: advocating specific 
changes, I'1cCain has said he would give such assurance if the TV 
industr.y, parents groups and key 'rv la,,<:nlakel"s co:ne to an agreement 
to improve rat:ings. 

BL:t that: <)$Suranc0/ t-lcCain s,)~d, wo~:l(i bG Luni::ed to halting 
stronger ratings legislation, It would llot extend to legislative 
effor.ts to improv& the quality of TV 5;10115. Specifically, i>1cCain 
said his pl0dg'.!: wouldn't; npp.l.y to tl bill by 512:1. JcsepL Liebe17r:1an, 
D-Conr:.., that aiP.ls to make TV programs more family friendly. 

"1 think r could prevail in tabling any motion that would 
affect the ratings systems that everyone agreed to try,' I McCain 
said. !ltii: he acdcd: ., I view the ratings system as one iss'..!c ;;l!)Ct 

the discussion about content: of programs another one. I • 

The distinction doesn't sit well with broadcasters. 
Coats I bill would forbid the fCC ::ro:n renewing TV stations' 

licenses unless they provide detailed ir.formation about a prograrn's 
sexual and violent content. The bill does not recommend a 
particular. ratings system. 

The TV indu$try. wanting m8re time to negotiate a deal, is 
pushing for the FCC to delay friday! $ hearing, 
APNP-06-17-97 192480T 

COPYl.":"g::t \C) },;19"1 ,'he Associated Press 
Recei ved by NewsSDGE/LAN: 6/17/97 7: 13 PM 
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Meeting wilh Jack Valenti 
W.;st Wing Office 

0;05 pm ~ 6: 15 pm, Wcdnc$day July 2, 1997 


Mc.cting requested by Uon Gil)S 

Briefing ~rcparcd by .Jim KohJcnbcl'gcr 


EVI~NT 

You arc meeting with Jack Valenti to accomplish three things: 

• 	 to gel an update on where he thinks the TV ratings talks are at 
• 	 to urge him to accept the chHdrenls advocacy groups latest offer 
• 	 to encourage him to seek agreement arOiUld the Janguage you used in your press 

statement "we think it is only fair that we allow sufficient time for the V~Clllp and 
the ratings system to work in America's home," 

BACKGRQUND 
Industry and C.'tlnily groups have the rmmcwork of all ag"reemCt1t in place. If there is an 

agreement, this rtK"Cting allows indusuy to give you somc credit for helping broker lh~ deaL Wt: will 
not be public about this nu..'Cting. The ncgotintors will.not mect again \1Iltit next Monday or Tuesday 
making a deal before next Friday unlikely. 

lack may ask to have the FCC !lemillg on television ratings moved back or~cc ag.aiL You 
.should remain nOll-committal. 

AIIA.CHMENTS 

TV Ratings. iJrcss Statemcnt 


'. -. 



TV Ratings Announccmcnt 
Roosevelt Room 
12: 15 - 12:45pm, Thursday July 10, 1997 


! 


l\'lcc1ing rcquciifcd hy Dnn Gips 

Briefing prepared by ,Jim Kohlenbcrgcr 


EVIiNT 
You are joining child advocate.,> and members of Congress to <lI1I1O\)I)CC the TV Ratings 
agreement being rc~lchcd today. "111C agreement largely mirrors the provisions that you called 
upon parents ~md industry groups to m~lkc in a prevIous sta!ement. Among other details that you 
highlighted> they agreed to include S,V,L and D to note programs thut contain sexu.al content, 
violence, coar:1-C language or matun.: dialogue. '['he)' will also add an FV rating (fant'lsy vIl)lcncc) 
for the TV~Y7 programs deemed sUl:ublc for kids ugcd 7 and oklee Industry will make their 
an:10U!~C~nH:llt on paper und thus wm not be pn,:sl:nt at this announcement This event is Olll~N 

I'IU:SS. 

LOGISTiCS (As ufthis \\'riting, subject to change) 

P,rior to the announcement, Don GlpS and Jim Kohlcnbcrgcr will brid' you in your 
West Wing Ornee. 

You will begin the program with a statement. and chen inlroduce repreSCn131lVCS 
or the four key organi,,,:uions \\'hu negotiated nn behalf of parellls. They 'Nill t:ach 

speak for a minute and include: 
-- Lois .lc.m White! j-,arcnt Tc:u.:bcr ASlwciatioll 
- Katbryn MOlltglHl)tl)'; Center for Medi;, Educ:\tioIJ 
- .lobn Nelsoll" American Medical Associ:lti"n 
- Carolyn Breedlove, National Educ~ltion Associatiun 

Yuu wlli then inln)duce Sena'.;)' John McCain wb\) k\s be;;n involv..:d lit this 

t:fj;'l!"1 and (kmollstratcs the bipartisa.ll nalun: of,thls agn:l.!mcn: who wil! make 
b~'i::r remarks. 

Then you wil! introduce Cungn::ssm,U) Ed M~r)\cy wbo led tht.: t.:ffort in tI,"; 
Hm,;~c and was'the orjgittal ,lUllhor or Ihc'V-Chip kgi:'>ifltiu:l iii Ih.\.: I'louse. 

,Y.ulm ROIJ':!(ONTRllIlJTION. 

~ In ;llllHllltlcilig the nnings agrcc!Hcl1\. YOH will, be ccHlllm;ing the ;:dminbHaiJol)'s 
IOIl~ LllllllUitmeut to giving piln:lils (;111111'01 m'el \\'I~at C<JI"O:;o; lnto Ill,,'!r liVIlIg 

, IOUl).l:', 'IJli,'i ~~),,'nt nllows ~'otJ 10 liighlight YOflt'l~i~lg,jtl\'ol\'~lllC!l1' in ,~hi.s isstlc, 

.//'
. 
. . 
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A1!n~cll1ent ulIl\-.odin~a1ion.s to tbe TV Parental ~uiJdine.'5 

1. Content Infurm<!tiuu; TIle tbllowiug content information, where approp"n~te) will 
be added to all non-exempt pmgramming to supplement the existing TV Par~l1Ut1 
Guidelines; in the TV·Y7 category -. FV for fantasy violence; in the TV·PG. TV.\4 and 
TV-MA categorics -- V for violence, S for sexual: situatioQ.s, L for lanSU:lSc. and D tor 
dialogue. 

2. Descriptions of the GuideJines: Modifications wm be made to the: -c:;Heeory 
descriptions as specified ill Attachment 1. 

J. ,ylonitonng BmlnJ: Five non-indnsny members.' drawn from the auvo":iit:y 
community and selected by the Chaimlan, wuI be appointed to the Monitoring Boarel as 
fill! voting members. Recommendations for appointment to the Board will be offered by 
advocacy woup~ awl Muuitutiug Board members. 

•1. V-chip: The industry and advocacy groups will recommend w the FCr. rhm the 
tvIPAA rr.mie rating system and the univeF~ tclc'\-i::;ion mting system be the only 
.~yStems rnand:w.:u for llJdu~;uu Ull th..::: V~(;hip._ 

5. Icons: Larger icons will appear on·scrcC"n tor 15 Se-COll.<B: at the beginning of all 
latcd prog,ranunin.g and tllroUgb usc of display button thcreofier. 

6. Assl1rances; Attachment 2 refk:cts, Jh;'"~ ifereemem reached between the tndu::itry 
and udvococy group;; 011 treatment of tlle relevant proceedings at the FCC and pc.n(iing 
illltl f llt\lIC legislation. 

1. ReSC!lTclJ :md .Jj;valufiJion: lndf'pl':nt1~j)J ..'{demine research and evaluatiuH will Lt 
undcrt'lkcH Oll¢C the V.chip b:l(; been 1:1 the marketplace. 

:'<. . 1:.fft~(~liye Date: NCiwOrks will begin Lv tatc vrugnllnmiHg :.Ising the ncw.pnivcrsal 
televisioll rating ~yslClfj by October 1, 1997. The indnstry :1g:-ccs to cncod:; and trtm::iT!lit 
the rating infonnntion if~ I:,inc 21 'of th~ vcnlcJ.t bla~g mte:va! 90 days. aner \h.?· pre's 
rukc> vn the V~~hip standard become cffc'ctivc .. 

.... .., .. ' 



l~xi~ts tod:l)' and will soon he (tlaKlng:lll ;!llIlOUIlCcmcn! Oil the m~mhcrship of:l 
cOlllmission that wiil ass(;ss the puhlie hll...:re;;'l obligatio:i;;. illlllt: digital wocH 

Sim'c V-l... liip is "<.Iii! :-(:\,l'I'~tI yeHl's away from heing widely :IV.lilahIt1lww ,",-ill the prllpos('d 
nltin}!s he IIIlt\l(' l!"uibbk to consillllus'! 

The Administration has <:lsked the industry 10 ;n~\kr..: it;.; ratings aV':lilable in Ihu print m<.:dia. 
\V',.! aw working with various Ili.:wspapcr m;socJations '-IIul otlier to reach that goal. 

When win the V-Chip he Ol,'ail:lblc in ihe mnrkctplacc'! 
The FCC still has a role to play bcf()(~ ado;)(ing this ratings :;YSlcm and scHing the 
reql!ircmcl1j~ for the v-chip, But (he V~Chip wil! he in I1C\V tr..:1evision scls heginning nr..:xl 
February. 

'Von't contcnt rulings encourage young people to flock to the shows that h:wc:1 morc 
sexual or mature ra1ing'! 

Program ratings arc designed 10 let parents exercise responsibility in what their children 
sec and hear, Ratings will n,)1 make people rcspnnsiblc who do not choose to be. 

,Yilt these ratill~s along wiih tlw V -chip limit the :lv:lil:lhillCy of programs ,,:i:th nJnl1u'c 
coutent on Icle\,j:;](w out (If fcar th~lt !lte rtdvertiscr Cl)mmullity willllot flay for show:; that 
nl.1Y be blocked hy brAe numbers nf"il'wcrs'! 

Advertisers alre<ldy screen shows bcfoft: they advertise on them, Far from !imiting 
seriou;; subject mailer on television, the V-chip <lnd a r<ltings system will help p,lrcnts 
plan how they' will use ar,d vic\\' serious shows with lhe!r children without worryi;lg that 
their children will sec thQ~c show:; whe:l the parenls nrc nol1hcre to put them into 
co;1t<:xL 

In addition in lite r:l:tings, what lOlt.·ps will the Administnltion (:11<c 10 reduce he h:vcl of 
~'i\)tencc ;md sex un tcJeyision? 

The President has challenged the entertainment industry 10 make shows their children and 
grandchildren could watch. By fighting for the V -chip and an effective ratings system 
the President has givcn families all ucross the nation an easy way to vote for hctter 
progrnmming hy turning otT :-;hows they f.nd objectiunable and supporting shows that are 
family friendly. These rating:; cl1l1lbincd with th!! V~chiJ1 ~Irl': the ultimate market 
feedback devit.:c to tell the industry w~mt [un.llles want tll.watch, 

The IJresiuent recently suggested an In1er'n~t V-chip be developed. Are you.pl:mtting 011 

doing something shnilar with a V~chip a~d ;1 ratings system for the Internc1 '! 

Thi.! President h~s always talked ahout giving parcols the lools they need 10 control what 
comes into their homes. There is h.:chl~oI0g,y being d~v~k;pcd il:lr the lnterw..:t that could 
.bc m'i.:d like the V~chir to "Ilow puren!s to havc·t.:ontro! {lVef v. .'hat comes in (wl,;r till.: 
Internet. Tile President has said hl: will Uledi \l.lith industry, parent groups and oihers in 
thS: m;ar futtlFe to help creah.: <I solution for . 

."\ . 



,,1I0\V~ y(}U to s\,md with the p;m;nt group:> showcasing the announccmenl as II win 
for parents across the country, :ltld allows you to demonstrate the bi~partisan 
nature of the agrccmenl.

PROGRAM NOTI;,'; 

While tbe event is open press, you Wll! not be raking any questions and should 
move to exit as snon as possible after the evenL 

• 	 Par! ofour goa! loday is to highlight your involvement in reaching this agreement 
As you recall, in addition to scvcm! phone calls, you met with the fhmily groups 
twice and industry rcpresentatives tW1CC to help achieve this agreement 

While thl;; agreement is a good step forward, no agreement is perfect On !he one 
sidc, NBC is n01likc1y to sign up 10 the agreement citing a creeping infringement 
on the {ina amendment On the olher side, the American Psychiatric Association 
is no! signing the ngrccmcnt hcca~se they \'iant a specific commitment that the V
Chip wi!l carry o:hcr ralings ;;ystcms in addi:lon to the indus1ry proposed s.ystem. 
I\dditionally, Senator Lieberman won't be. with us because he bdievcs that in 
another () months parents will still have conc...:rns. Senator llollillgs is not on 
board !)l:cause Ill! wants a vutc on his bill. Despite these holdOUtS, the agreemwtll 
h:l:> hroud support. 

II' nllCH MJl!'llii 
• 	 Lk',l:lils o!'lh!.! agn.:t:mcnt 


P:'t.!VIPllS Statement 

P::C$S Q&A 

Lis. nfa!:cl\dces 

Talking Points 




\Vith this '1IlIlulltH'emcnl, an'Il'! YIlU l'ltlmiltiTl~ thai the system )'flU alllwtllll.'('d 1:lsi 
J)ccl,;mher (S:l failun''l 

When industry annn\l1tced the system ailltc Whih.: I lou:;:,'! last [)e<.:el:lbcr, the Pn:sidcn! 
mude it clear thui we weren't endorsing lhis particular mling plan. Thc Prc!>idcrl( 
specifically asked parents to givc their feed hack to industry with an eye to how it could 
be improved, The Pn.:sdient also pointed out that the movc to a content based rating 
syst<!m, like the olle wc arc announcing with this agreement, would be much ellsicr 10 
achieve with til!; Hgt.:d based system that we annoullced ill Decemher in place" So this 
agreement is made poss:hle because ofillc groundwork that the President Hnd Vice -, 
President laid heginning with the announcement of tbe V -Chip originally at the j?amily 
Conference in Tennessee, convincing the industry to develop a mting system at a White 
House Summit, dmllcngmg parents to lind ways to make it hetter when We announced 

the system last December, and then urging parenis and industry in meetings this month 10 

reach this SQlutioll, 

Ant you going in open this U)) again if it ~ti1l docsn't mcet [Htrcnh needs'! 

This admlni;;.!r;llion h;IS a long history or listening to part:nts o!llhis issw.; and 011 orhcr 
iSSUGs. Wc an~ll'\ going tu st(lP listening to pan:nts Jl(.x'.ds, However, industry and parents 

have proposed a solution, now we should give this solution along with tilt: v~chip ~ chance 
to \vork in tile market t'crort: considering :1tlything more, 

\\'ilI the Admiuistr.. tion sUllport other efforts (0 limit the \'io1en('c on tcl(~\'b;itmj such :15; so
c:alh.'tl ~sare hltrbnr" :lnd "f;uuily vkwlng," leu.isl!ltion or gfi\'enlmcnl-~qiUnsurcd "I'CPOl't 
canis" on TV violence'! 

'llle Administration ~UpPOits giving families -- no! the government and no! cOIlIoratc 
executives -- the power to comrol what comes into their living room;: through (hc 
television, While we support the concept of limiting violence ;md ,,!JX while children 
make up a large portion urlhe audience. we believe the indu:;I(Y should do 00 voit1:l1arily 
and do not believe the go\".ernlllcllt should regulate {hc content oftdevisJoJl. 

Ha~ ·the Atlmlnisini(ion <\;':I'c('11 to gin the hroadc~ls(crs frec digital tit:(~nst',.. in cxdmngc for 
thc industry adopting a ratings sys((,I1l'!. 

, Absolutdy 110'\. The Adnlinistration'po$ition Was' nnnounc"ed long ago long h'cforc the V~ 
chip was passed and rtt a ti,mc whcil1hc hro'1dca~ter$ were widely cxp~c1cd 10 sue to block 
tbe V-cbip mlCl) 'i(lx:canw Inw. We h~lievc:m .luetion orthe :w-c'al1cd illlalng spectrum 

. to hI; returned to 'the government hy {be'b~H<ldcm;tcrs will n:i;:;e more ni~,ney than all 

auction of the digilal spectnllll <'nd will provide a more orderly tra;l:,itioH !q digital 
television, especially II! sl1m!lcr communities. However the ulgital licenses arc awarded, 
we believe they should ~ ?ccomp:mied by ~ much Ingher. public If:lc!"c;;t $t.~ngardJhan 

http:Jl(.x'.ds
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lIow C:III this dcal go l"uH':1I'I1 without NBC'! 

We ;II"C h()pcfullil:ll tn the cnd they will.ioin wilh this hro,ld industry CtlIlSCIISliS. This is 
rig,ht for parents ,111(1 ilS right till" America. We hop!.: l11cy will volulltarily .inil] ill. 

Will )'011 supJlort Iq,:islation if NBC d~)(~s Hot join in'! 

We think this agn.:cllH:l1t is a major step forward. We:. hope in due coarse they'll join in. 
If not we will consult with parents groups and the rest or industry. and Congress bd"orc 

asscsing what further action to take . 

. '. 
; ," 

. '." 



Oflin~ Ill' Ill .. Vie,' "n:;.iilent 

To(\;I;,! {1ll:1 \vi!!~ pan.:n! group:> i\:ld Congn,:,Ssloll;l! leaders us pan nf01Jr drDr! to !()bHV 
up oti the work we Blartr;d when \VC stgncd ih;,: Tekc(!llltlHHlicatinl\s Act ilwt rC(jI.I!n:d Ill...: V· 
Chip, 

TodZly'S meeting WilS the nt;xl sIc;) alicf the meetings I had las! wl,;ck with (amity and 
industry groups. At those: IllcdillgS, parCl\l groups made it loud and dear lhat lhey W,IIH 

additional content based ftllings, and indw:;!ry representative:'> g~LVe assurance:,> 111M iudustry 
would work with the parent groups to try to resolve this isst)c. 

Both sides hwe worked hard to reneh .;;otnmon ground. J cO\l1m;,:nd tht;m 10r ihclr cffo~t 
thus far and [ urge them to <.10 wlim j;) right for t:1C country and find a way to reach an agfcClllC!;L 

Nmv. more {hall c\'c.r, it's lime forth;,: induslfY to pUl the V back in thc V-Chip, We need 
;\ V,";) V to tell \IS when eur y;)llngc~t c~1;ldrc;: could he exposed to viokllCC. 

I remain hopcfullhUl tiN': television industry will decide to add V, Sand L to the ratings, 
;md llwt they will make SOfe Ih:!! par;,:nts arc given rciiable informatlon about the level of 
violence in Y -7 rated progru:HS .- the rating for acceptable programming ror children over age 7. 
In f(:!Orn, we :hink it is (j:lly filtr lha! we ",:low SI!!'ficicllt time for the V-chip nnd the ratings 
system to wo:k in Al'Ilcric:I'" l1om...:s. 

To ensure that we have li:)1(: 1(1 resolve this complex isslle, I am alSO announcing thatillc 
Adtnmistratiol1 w:lI offici.!!!y ask the FCC !O move hJck the dale of 1he FCC's hcarll:g on 
tc:cvision ratings now scheduled If)!" Friday, 

An agreemcn( that will give pan:ms Jllorc information aboul telcvision programming to 
help pnrcnts m:tkc choices ahout ...,'11<11 is appropriate for their childa~n to w:ltch is within our 
:cacl!.. Let's ~dzc 11:1,'; Oprmllll\jly. 

. ##11 
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, .'. Group~.Strike an Agreement 

I 

To Add TV Rating Specifics 
AI By LA WRIE MIFFLIN· 

Neg<ltiators for the televislon in. 
. dU5tT)' and family advocacy groups 
reached an ag~eemem last nli1!t on 
eXPMdl.ng the Industry's six~month· 
old ratings system to Include code 
letters for violence, Sexual content 
and faul1anguage, ending more than 
a year ot contentiousness on'the sub
JecL .. 

The conc-luston came in. part· be· 
~au5e .0: an unusual pledge by sev
eral me.mbers of Congress who have 
direct inOue:.ce over tel~ommunl. 
cations law: They promised not to 
promote legislation about television 
coment. schedt::~ng or ratings for 
three years. _ 

I:; e.xchange, all the major.broad
cast and ca~le networks except NBC 
have ·agret:d t& use additional corle 
letters in rating their shows: V. for 
violence, S tor sexual content, lier 
vulgar language, 0 for suggestive 
dial~gue ~md, on children's pro
,grams, F'V for fantasy violence. 

. About 20 groups representing lam~' 
Hies or chlldren had objected that the 
original rating system, devised by an 
mdostry panel last year and based 
on the age-group categories of the 
movie ,rati:lg sys:em, did not convey 
to parents enough information about 
what kim! Of content caused a show 
'to have a ceriain rating, 

'Peopie Involved in last night's ne
gotiations. who insisted on' anonym
ity, said the family advocacy groups 
wanted to waH until today to an
nounce the agreement because they' 
have been invited 40 do so a~ the 
White Hoose with Vice PreSident 
Gore.. ' 

"It's a done deal," Senator John 
McCain. the Arizor.<l Republlcan whO 
heads the Commerce Committee. 
said last night "There' will be $, v. L 
and 0, and the Icons will be brighter, 
mOre v}sible and will stay on the' 
screen 10,nger," _ 

Mr, McCain helped clinch the deal 
ye:'sterday by securing nine senators' 
signatures on a lener promising a 
mo:atorium on television·program
ming legislation "(or severa! yeats." 

Conrir.ued on Pc:g€ A24 

Continued From Page Al 

Among the signets was Senate Mi· 
jorlty Leader Trent Lott, Republican' 
of MlsslssippL" , , 

Representative Edward J. Mar~ 
key, the Massachusetts Democrat, 
who spons()red the original legista"; 
tlon mandating a V-ehip electronic; 
blocking device In new, teievlsIon liets 
and a.rating system to aCUvate','ll" 
presented the industry with sueh~a' 
letter Tuesday, signed by four House 
members and specifylng' a three-
year moratorium. R.ep. W. J. (Buty)., 
Tauzin, Republican of Louisiana and, which t;hey engaged:' . 
chairman of the House Tetecom~ 
munications subcommittee, also has 
written such a letter_ 

~·lt ls pretty WlUSUal to come to a 
public agre~ment not to pass a law," 

, Mr. Markey sald last ntght, adding 
be eould not think of another time' It 
had happened. "Of course, deals get 
made, - :1 promise thiS""if you do 
that' - but no one advertiseS them." .' 

Mr, McCain said 'the purpose of the 
moratorium was to allow suUiclent 
time for familieS to get used to the 
ratlngs system,'and to use h in con·· 
junction with the V-chips"which wlU 
not be installed on-television sets 
until early next year.

Many family advocacy. groups ap

. 


bother ,to use, as'complicated a Sys·
tern as the one the advocacy groups 
pursued. which wU1.be tried stanlng 
in the faU. Some .networks also fear 
advertisers witt steer'clear of shows 
thllt have V or S ratings. ' 

NBC bas .decided not to jom the 
other broadcast and cable networks 
adding the new code letters. The net. 
work said in a .statement released 

.
~lastnJght: "~~Cisdlsappo1ntedthat ' 
the industry" capitulated to political 
and spec~·1nterest pressure and dhi 
not look more seriously at the impU~ 
cations of the flawed process 'in 

The stateTQent said that NBC con· 
sidered the pressure brought on the 
industry tP be a form of government 

,coercion .that could lead to censor~ 
shIp. ','Viewers, not politicians and 

. specla1-lntere~t groupS. should regu· 
,iatethe remote control," the~MtWork 
said, NBC said 1t will continue to use 
the current rating system. 

The Public Broadcasting Service 
and cable's Black Entertainment 
Television have never used even the 
ag'e.based system in'stituted in Janu
ary, and it was not clear last night If 
th Idth hi r"' 

eywou anget erpolwesnow.
The ratings currently used are: Y

f II . 
«lr a chUdren), and ,Y..7 (may be 

posed an age-based rating system . unsuita~le for chUdren Wlder 7); TV
from 'the·rnoment the industry an
nounced in February' 1996 that It 

planned to design a system similar to. 


.that used by the Motion Picture As
soclation of America. Repres'enta. 


. tlves of those groups argue that if th~ 

Industry had listened to them then; U 
would not 'have encountered the va. 
ciferous OPPOSition it bas heard from 
the advocacy groups ever since. . 

But many Industry representB~ 
tjves believe that the bulk of Arneri
can families do not want, or will'not' 

G (Cor all,ages). TV-PC (parental 
guidance ~uggested); TV·I4 (may be 
~nsultable .for children under 14). 
and TV·M (adults only). Eventually, 

,parents win be able to' actlvate a 
. microchip to block progra'ms. 
. "It's a victory for families," said 
Mr. McCain. "And you have to give 
credit to the industry tor being wHl· 
ing to ,sit down and negotiate. All 
politicians are QuIck to take credit, 
but the ramily groups and the Indus· 
try deserw: the credit.~', 

<!tiJeNc\tJ if!ork<t:hnl's 
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Ratings; 
..Agreement; 

• 

But at a press 'conference. JaSt 
night tc annowice the ratiDis:Pact. 
McCain .said the assurances woUld 
not extend to NBCof otberiietworks 
thllf did not accept the "vohmlary"Reached 
ratings, "'llIif WI> volunlary In tha! 

. . . ... we[1n CO_l did n6t _ the 
NBC Rel'''~es.to ToinDeal.:. term. of the agreement, and yea. we . :J f..f,<i) J I exPect everyone to ,comply with it.. 

1:1 S'" Ad"· said McCain. "Yea, there has beenI'or ",onger vesones thelhreatollegislaU.n.butthe ..d' result, we tI!lnk. Is ",niethIng.tha!I By Paul Forb! . '!rIli'~caD. families wi".be >ely happyAw_""","".... Rep; WJ. "BllIy" .TawIa (li.w 
Televi.!on proliTMlJll"'" agreed yetlen!aj> In said NBC and othenl tha! don' like. 

modify thelndustxy'. program-rating <YStem and .the new.ratings may "-1 ""!'Uld" 
use new symbols to alert viewenf about Ihowt. once they see that· Co~ can 
that contain sex. violence or crude ~ keep itsword about legislation. ': 

Stmlng Oct I. cable and broadcast n_ The revamped S)'a!em ,will. use 
will flash new symbols At the $taft of pro£'J"llWl larger symbols tb4n those that now" 
when appropriate: Swhen a showf~ 1eXUaJ appear in the upper left·hand comu:_ 
depictions. V for act! (or violence. L for coa.ne of the 'screen at the stall of a pro
language and D(or suggestive dialogue, ~ gram, and will offer gTeater detill 
for children's prograrm will include: the eddl~ about what's in ubow.. ~ _,~ __ . 
al de&igoatitm FV to ilag "tantasy violence- of the A'progr.i.m $UC.b wi -NYPD Blue;- . 
Idnd!eaturedonprogTamllike"'MigbtyMorphin which has been both lauded and· 
Power Rangers,'" The new aymbQ15 are in adfll. criticized for ita gritty portrayBl,of 
tion, to the much<rlticiied age-based ~ pollee life. 'eouId wind' up with a . 

. , suchasTV·PGorTV·l4-thatbavebeen~ rating like'TV·t+SLVD. indicating
iai at the start ofshows for aix. montha. sa. violenoe. rough l.anruaBe and 

Industry representatives and member. of th. raq ·d1aIosue :approprlatc only -for,' 
.ducaliooal and parents groups wbe ...!ked out v!ewo,. . .,..,. 14:A altonm Iucli u 
the ~",eot over the put three meks Will 'TheNlIIIll1"~htcany.'IV.J'G.D 
formally _ the deal today at a Whlt. Hou.. radng In·wsrn liewers tha! In... 
ceremony preslded over byVICe Prealde.nt Gore:' auggeative dialogue. 

But the agreemeo< reached in princlpaIlut . Eventually, viewers wm ha able In 
nlgbt already has one signilicant de.!eeIor. NBC; progrim their sais lnblook out;· 
th.Iol"lUedn.tworl<lnprim.iime,saidltwould ahOWl! ..ted ot • _level by 
oot support the modification•. Instead, It said I, using the V"bJp,a little bltof mi..... 
would' otter its own 'advisories, slmUar to the clrcultrythatCongrmmandatedbe 
"'Viewer discretion" wafnings that now accompa- placed in all new.seta by'February,of 
ny SODle programs:, . "nextyear. ·ReP. Ed~ Markey·(D. 

programmers to Cllmply with .• ra~ • f.rboycott3bylntemtil"upo. ., 
ing Sl'litem tha! I, supposed", •• . Forealladowlng IIlIll fllrtbot _. 
vo:untary,Among these are bills that troVeffl1 Ilbout the Bdngt, Bony.
would deny noncomp!yiog 'IV 'Il> . w""d', three leading _. fI1IIldt. 

."Whlle we believe that more information is 
useful to parents, NBC b concerned that the 
ultimate air.! of the current system's aities Is to 
dictate programmiilg tontent. ~ the network aald 
in astatement lastoight. . 

The network is conctmoo primarily that Con
gTeS5 will not live up to a promised moratorium 

, on legislation the teltvi:sl:on industry would con
slcier onerous. Congress bas beeD an adNt 
playe~ In the nego~ations, ,and several mem.b.ers 
have mtroduc<:d bills that :would all but force 

~RATllig~LAI6,~c.t.4 
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tiQn. ren...-.l of their broadcast II
(:enses and another that would force 
networks to restrict violent program.. 
ming to late-night hours, 

That pressure, coupled with con
stAot criticism from parents and oth-, 
ers that the curreat &y&tem is too 
vague to be helpful 1.0. parents, effec·' 
lively forced the industry to the table 
to work out changes. 

Sen, John M(:Cain (R·Arlz,). who 
chairs the Commerce Committee, 
yesterday unveiled a letter signed by 
nine senators that promised ~severa1 
years" of government forbearance in 
passing legislation that would affect 
~te!evi.sion rati:.J.gs, program content 
or scheduling,"" 

Mass.). who wrote the V-chip law in 
the House. &aid yesterday that once 
implemented. the modified'rat:iDgs 
"will.ch~e forever the relationship 
betweenA;nerican families and ~eir." 
TI~ts'" . , _~ 

Netwaf£'R:pre8intntiveuredlvid-"
ed on whether the ri~ 'rat1np will, m ate adverti3era. lbelt bJ.ueat.', 
1w 18 1luLt widespre.a4 bloc:kin& ·of 1 
prograrnf-i.!:specially ,c:hlldtco>, 
aho",. given an FV d~...,... 
could reduce the audle:aceafor~', 
aerie. and moke tb<ll1 ..., tarp!I 

have oald th~ ~~ ''''In blodt·, 
"I _z 

unplementation of the new tYItem if ~ 
it affects prooucera' dccislon.t: about ' 
wbat geta oplhe air. ; 
" Further, at lea&t one O~D 
that participated to the nli.ttD tiel'> 
tiations, the American hyeh1atrie. 
Association. was said by tourcu to . 
be wavering in ita support of.the .. 
agreeme,ntlastn.!ght . 
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TV Ratings Event 
Roosevelt Room 
I;~o -2: J5p:H. Tw.!sday Sl.!ptcmhcr 30, 1997 

Meeting rC(IlIcstcd by Dlln Gips/.Jim Kohlcnbcrgcr 
Hricfing prepared hy ,Jim Kohlcnhcrger 

[l>eEb'T 
Today you are meeting with three families to launch the new television ratings system and herald 
:t new era in television for children and families made possible by three important new tools that 
you have fought to make available to families. With the V~Chip, the television ratings systems 
and stations airing at leas' 3 hours of educational programming a week, this event wit] highlight 
Y{llIr efforts to help parents win back their living rooms and provide an invaluable arsenal for 
America's parents. You will show clips of new cducmional programming, give parents their iiI'S! 

glimpse of the nev,: ratings syslem ul".d demonstrate a V~Chip that works with thc new ratings, 
These initiatives arc only possihle because we have brutijAht so m~ny things tugdher. I-bmcssi:lg 
technology. creativity and responsibility. bringing together parents, businc,:;g and governmcnt to 
meet U !i)<uor challenge to our society, you efforts on bch;llf or !iHllilics arc [lOW beginning to 
pay (Iff. This event is OPEN l'nESS. 

I... QGlSTICS (As of this \\Iriting, suhject to change) 

.. 	 Prior to the announc..,;mc:lt. Jim Kohlcnbcrgcr and Don Gips \vill brief you in ynm 
W..:st Wing omce and show yuu huw h) \vnrk the V-Chip dcmor:stratioll, 

• 	 In tbe Rno!'cvcit HOllin, you v,.'ill begi111he program with hrll'C opening comnH;nts_ 

Three New KidVid Shows. You will illtmdu;:c video of three n~w 
cducationall.:hildn.:n"s shows (Science Court Kids Sports Illustrated nm! 
Beaknmn's World) made possible by the kid\'id rules. 

New Television Ratings_ You will show lwo ;.;xamples: on video of wbut 
the new h.:kvlsinll ratings look like aml show parents what they should be 

. _ lou~ing I(ll' llllhc flC\\' tch.:vision ratings (V.S.L ,md J), longer times on 
screen, and bigger), 

V-Chip J)l;~nonstration.· You wili th::n demon.:;tratc how the ncw-V~Chip 
will \vork with thC"sc ,new- ratings by' setting the \i -ciiip blocking Icvl.!l!'U" 

'block sh9wS with cx:eessive'yiolcncc Hsing ~hc On scn:en'~enus (examp!c· 
scrccn shots uU~l.ehed) and then demonstrtltc huw it blocks by chunging the 
channel first !o Ses.i.IHc Street: then to the Tc:ws Chainsaw Massllcrc, -und 
tllcr} back agai'l t~1 Sesamc Slft:l'L The ch:lIlnc1s will be changed by Slalr 

WhL:ll. you say, iD L:,hangc the, channel. 

_t 



V~CfJlI) Menu Sequence 

(Screen shuts attached ~-lhcsc will be explained in the pn.:-brit.;l) 
f) Press {MENUI to Bring up menu ~cr1.':cn 
2) Pn:.s~ 1234 to enter pin numb:':1 
3) Prcss 11110 Select TV Guidellllc!> 
4) Press l""ltt') select TV-PG 
5) Pres:; (41 to block programs that contain excessive viuicl1CC 
6) Press IMENUj3 Times to return to Scsame Street 
7) .:vlake reference to "changing ch<tnncl" and staff will switch lO the 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre, which \villnow be blocked, 

• 	 After the dCmOnslf<llions. you will lead a discussion with a parent and child from 
three fi,Hnilics (their other family members will he in th~ audience.) You will end 
with closing remarks and depart. 

YOUR ROLFiCONTRIIlUTION 

This event highlights the new television ratings system and your role in winning 
back family roOulS !(lr children and parents with three new tools, This is a day to 
celebrate how w'e huve broughllogclher industry, parents and governmellt 10 ~ol\'c 

these issues. You arc also marking the beginning of a new era in television For 
children and rHmi!i .....s, 

J>I;o~;RAM NOTE~ 

• 	 Television RJitiUg:<, Tomorrow, stations will bcghi airing :hc m;-w lelevision 

ratings th~\l Y011 announced on .Iuiy 10tk You will giving parcnt~ their first 
glimpse of lhe new ratings, The new ratings \vill add S. V.L <:Ind D to the c;..;istjng 
ratings icuns to denote programs thaI contain sexual content. \'iolcncc, coarse 
language or mnture dialogue. The)' will also <\dd an FV rating (runws), violence) 
for the TV-Y7 pwgrams deemed suitable for kids ag.,;-d 7 and older. The ieom: 
will be mildc more visible and the descriptors fOf th;: PO mting \"'111 be dearer. 
You will rl.!t.:nll :h<1t NBC and BET have chosen nol :0 adopt the new ;;yS!C!~l hUl is 
lll"h:ad adding more pan.:ntal advisories, Senator McCair, sent tlwm a lelk!' 
yesterday threatening license revocation irtlwy Jid not join in the system, 1l is 
our vi...:w that \Vc.should nol publicly aHad NBC, but i LLSh'tl just state th~lI. Wi.: 

hope they, wjl!join.wi~b the rest of to,,' industry.. 

.. 	 KittVid H~lc·s. Asyou recall, last year at the White House Summit on C,bildrcn's 
Television we announced an agrecmcn,t with lnDm;try on the Kid Vid rules., Last" 
August. Ihe FCC adopted clear and concfete rules to'cocouragc the dcvclDpmul1l_ 
of ~Illd promution ofTV programming that W\luld be bmh wdcomcd by p~m':!lIS 
nnl! wtlh,:hcd hy ~h;Jdrcn, The rules tbat lOoK I.!n~l.!t this lHiW\h n.:qulr(: 
hroadeasters to air at least thee hours.of Ihis pmgrnmming' a w0ek, ;\ 13roadca':;l ' 
lic:cnsl"C thilt c~m pmve thant bas met these 'ri.<quircments wjll'hav~ its, !iccl1~e 

, 	 " .', 

. ,,'. 
'" , 
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rcm.:wed liy lill': FCC. Till: pmgrmns must be speciiically cksigncd 10 meGt 1he 
educational m:cds nfchildrcn. as opposed 10 general audience programming tbat 
has some inckkmtpl educational vulue, The pr('!gram must air at times when 
t.:hildn:n actually watch TV (bctwL'en the hours of7:00 am and 10:00 pm), be at 
least 30 minutes in Jength and be a regularly scheduled weekty program. Child 
Advocacy groups hav..: hailed a few of the new shows but also point out that many 
nCl\-vorks arc just doing the minimum or have just recycled earlier (~ontent. 

The two new KitlVid Shows thilt will he delUuns'nlted todny arc: 

Science Court. Science Court is Clllew edllqltional £cries on ABC this 
season where kids have to prove science in a court of law. This animated 
science series throws scientific mysteries and comedy mto a courtroom 
setting as thcoric!-i are scrutinized by a judge whose voice IS that of 
comedienne Paula Poundstone. On NPR's Talk ofIhc Nation, Science 
Court creator Tom Snyder noted that had it not been for the new FCC 
three-hour requirement. he would nol bave had the opportunity or (he 
incr.:ntivl: tu put Sciencc Court on the air. 

Sports Illustrntcd for Kids. CBS has a lIew show Sports Illustmtcd for 
Kid:.;,' an offshoot of the magazine. features sports heroes in segments 
I!lcmll (.;; cncourage karning and positive values. Each \veek, one host ",:1: 
join a sports personality in his lJr her surroundings {c:h.:ouraglllg a positive 
social message). "rhe other host wiH hI,.! on-site dscwht..:ftl to present an 
inil)rmatin: :-tllfy. 

In addition, we will show onc IlI'ccxisting sho\'\': 

Ikakman's World. SciClll~lically sl):id '1kakman's World" is an 
example or a f'how thm is not !)I,.!W bm is still educational. This CBS ,,!inw 
is gl'artld h) agtls 5-9. and has ricnly t!l hencilt older kids and their iJarcnts. 

,. The V-Chill. You will he l,kmoll:-;trat:ng the lirst V-Chip programmed to work 
with the new ratings sy;>lI.:m uSing a prototype V~chjp \\'ith on-screen conlrnk 
Whllc tbe V-chip tbat you will tiell10llS!raltl is actually in a SCHOp box, it will 
iook exac11}.' like 1110 V¥Chips that wii! evenlually be in tckvisions btlCUU5C 11 uses 

,.~H1-syrcen contfO,ls .md tlJtl sl,!~-top box will be ~m! of i?ighL Under a" n~lemaking 
'launched hy jhl! FC~ just last wC'ek, the V -Chip will be in at least half arTV.sets 
I~" or larger built illlh:: .U.S, starting July I, 199&. It is .likely that set top boxes 
like the onc we arc using loday-will he in the fnnrkct even sooner. The text of tile 
V-Chip m~'nu :screCllS that you will. lise arc attached. Uke the diffcrcnt lU~I)US 
developed by different VCR llHlllufactmers. V-Chip menus will vary by 
llluml Illdlircr. 



also !ind out ahmlt rntings through !1(.;\VSpapi.:f Iist:ngs. l\ccording to a NCW;,;;p:lp..;r 
Association or Amcrka surveyor its mcmhcrsl:ir, !)lore than 6t}1J·{, of ncwspaJ1er~ 
which publish TV listings, arc ~~ or $(0)1 will he -- puhlishing {h\.! rnimgs in 
weekly and/or daily TV guides. As of today, 12 orihe 20 largest U.S. newspapers 
an: publishing ratings. This means that more than 34 million rcaders now, or in 
the near future, will have access to the ratings through their local newspaper. 

Befly and Richard S'/tcperd, .II'. 
Betty and her daughter, Keisha, 16, will participate in the di.scussion with yon. The 
Sheperd family has lived in Columbia .. Maryland, for lweIvc years. The Sheperd;; hcg~1n 
buildillg a car dealership in 1995 and opened illast year. Their daughter, Keisho. 16, i$ ~i 

junior in public high schooL Keisha recently wrote a paper for her honors English cln;-;s 
tilled, "Violence in Children's Television." Their SOil. Willi~U1l. 14, is a sophomore at Vnlley 
Forge Military Academy He will attend the event in his acn.demy uniform. The Sheperd 
family is Arrican-Amerlcan. 

Ramol1a illld Ken Morrow 
Ramon:l :tnd her dltughH'r. Lauren, 11, will lutrticipatc in the discuss inn with you. 
Ramona and Kcri MOI'l'PW have lived ill Springlidd, Virgima. for thirtc(:n )'em's. After 
retiring [i'om Air Force. Ken o.:gan work at the Johns Hupkins Applied Physics Labu!'iltoI'Y. 
where he doC's commcting. Ramona is a student ~1t Northern Virginia Community Collegi.:. 
Ramona is vcry activc in the PTA: and scrves on the swtc bourd and <1$ tbe Dislrict !\"!~iI1agcr 
for Filirfax County. Th.: Morrows have tbrc'l.: children: l\m~mda, 17; Jennifer. 15; nnd 
L:nm;n, 11, Amand6 ;md .k!l~)ifer <lrc both Hctivc in the LIke Braddock high :>chnol 
mn:-..:hi!:g h::nd, and Laun:l1, a sixth-grade!', ha~ bcgun playing the tn:mpd, 

.leaH and Rick Voigl 
Rick and his daughter, Kntc, 14, wi~1 participute in the di~cusston with yOIJ. Rick Voigt 
works as a civilian I1nandnl manager for the Navy after a carecr in the military. Jean, a 
forl!lcr !tHose, is now a full~limc mother <lnd homcmakcL The Voigts have three childn.:n: 
Michad, 16; Kah:, 14; ami Sam, 6. As you n.:llh.:mllVr. )'011 and irk". Gllre ilCCO!llonlll y.d the 
Prc."ident to the Voigt hQ!1J~_jD Alexandria. Viftiinjn, un Ecbnlilry 9. 1996, the day qftcr ths; 
Prcsidclll·silJncd the T$;!ct,;llmmunic~tiong Act. to discllss the V~CbiD with the; VOi~l:4 and 
several other families, At the eyent. you uss;(\ a satclljltt teleyisjon systcm to dcnwnstmlc 
how hlocking could work tiS an example oehow the V~~hip might ~\'ork. 

-	 Children lind Telcvisicm F:lctOld~_ 

./ 	 The typical ..:hUd. will watch 25.000 hours of Idevislotl hcl{)rc hi;; ur hcr J?~:h 
birthday, 

.I Most children '''latch nil average -of 3 to 4 hours of TV per day. -approximately 2X 
hours cllcft·wcek, ' -' 



./ \,i,late-liing TV i::: tho: #1 a:kr-sehool activity for (, to 17 yl.:<.!r olds" 

./ Ew,.;h year most chlldren spend nlxJlI! :500 hours in h'ont or the TV and 9()O hours in 
till.: classroom . 

.; 	 By the time child!':::l cmnpletc elemcntttry Sl.:hool, the uvc~age child will willl1.:5S 

more than 100,000 acts ofvioicJ1cC on TV, including 8,000 murders, Th(:~c Iillltlbers 
double to 200,000 acts or violence and 16,000 murders by the time they graduate 
from high schooL 

./ 	 Prime-time TV contains about 5 violent acts per hour compared to an average of26 
violc!:t acts pc; hour d:Jring Saturday murning children's TV. 

/ 	 Children who watch a brge amount of violent programs lend to favor usbg 
aggression to resolve confiie!"" 

./ 	 The more violence children watch on TV, the more likely they arc to behave in 
aggressive or harmful ways toward olhers, become less sensitive to other's pain and 
suffering, be more fearful oflhc world around them, and increase their ,)ppclile for 
violence ln entertainment and in reallifc, 

AnACHMlili'TI;i 
• 	 V~Chip menll screens 
• 	 Dctailfi of the agreement 
• 	 Talking Points 
• 	 Article on new ratings 



'I'm: WHITE 1I0{]~E 
Offin: Of The Vke- Prcsitknt 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONT,\CT: 2ll2·456·70}5 
TLJESDA Y> Septcmber 30, 1997 

VICIe I'RESII)ENT I.AIJNCl!lcS NEW TELEVISION RATINCS SYSTE\1 
V~Chjpl Ratings, Educational Programs Give Mure Control, Ch(jiees To P;u'Cltts, Children 

WASHINGTON ~- Launc!ung u new era In television that wi!1 give parcn~s 
unprecedented control over infonnation that comes into their homes and children more choices 
among educational programs. the Vice President today (9130) joined three fmnilies 10 launch the 
new television rulings system that will begin tomorrow (lO/1/97). 

''Today, more and morc children arc being raised by parents who work nllL')i,d~ the hom~. 
These parcnt:> face a wntinuing struggle to pass on their values and protect their children from 
inoppropriate influences. This is especially tme of television programming that has such an 
impact on our children," tbe Vice Prcsidcl1~ s.:!id. 

"That is why the new television ratings system is so important. CO:llbincd with the 
screening technology ofi-he V~Chip, the new ratings sys{cm will help parents wi!: back their 
living roOIl!S, Parents will havc unprecedented control over the infomlalion that comes into their 
homes through thc tck"isiott," he said. 

Under the leadersbip of the President and tbe Vice President, Ille television industry 
agreed to a content-based voluntary ratings system to become effective. Oeto~cr 1, 19,)7, TI:e 
new ratings system will help parents identify which programs tlwy want to block from their 
homes lhrpugh a scrccning device knmvn as the V -Chip, 'Ille President sig!l{'d into Jaw a 
requirement that Ihe V-Chip technology be installed in alllClevisl-on sets beginning HS early as 
!lex! year. 

The Vice President also showed a video of three new educational children's shows: 
Scict~~e Court, Sports Illustrated f~r Kids t and BCHkm::;n's' World, Again, under the leadership of 
the President and Vice President. the television industry has agreed 10 air mon.: of these types of 
programs: New Federal C~mnnjnicati.ons Commission rules requiring three hours 0 f cducalionni 
and instructinntl! programtlling per week 'as a requirement for license rencwal·\-wn( into effect 
this month . 

. • "T~e teamwork among parents, the televis.ion industry and government Ims been 
. unpreCcdCtllcd," the Vice President said. '''Parents can now tum up the voh.l:ne on the positive 
power,,{}f lclcvi$io~l ami htt the Jl~ute buttO:l when nccess~.» 

-## 

. ' .. 



Summary of TV R:ltilll~s Agreement 

New Ratin~:, f••r Sex, Vinlcllcc, Langua~e and ni!llo~uc. ·11115 agreement will t!.dd JeUt:r rarings 
S, V, L flnd D ~~ to the existing TV ratings system for programs that contltiu st:xwtl content, violence, 
coarse bnguagt: or mature dialogue. Networks will begin 10 rate progr;mHnine using the new 
universal television rating system by October 1, 1997. 

New Fantasy Violence Rating for children. lllc TV industry will add a special designation FV 
for fantasy violence that would app!y to cartoon.', or r..nLa.<;y programs in thc current TV -Y7 rating 

. category which designates: programs suitable for children 7 and older. 

More Visible Icolls. 'nle on screen ratings also will be made bigger and appear longer and more 
frequently. 

Detter UCSCllfltors. 'nlCrc's also agreement on making the description accompanying the TV-PO 
mtings more spL"Cific. 111c new description will be along the lines (If "docs contain moderatc 
violence," Tbe description now says shows ....may cont.'lin limited violence,'" Parepts found that 
most shows now arc rated TV-PG, By tightening descriptions, parent groups hope to reduce the 
numher of PG rntcd shows, which should give parents a better idea of contenL .. . 

Grc.2iCf i 1arcntallnvolVcmcnt. Five Hew full-voting memocrs from the advocacy groups will be 
. added [9 the cxi~ljllg Monitoring Board that reviews TV sho\\'S to dctenninc whethcr they it:wc been 

mted appropriately, That board is now filled only widl industry members, 

.'. .:' " .' 



Ahoui the F:uuilil'S 

The Sheperd Fall,i);- ~~ B!.:II}' ;md Richard, k. and tht,,~ir IWiH.:bildlco, K!.:isha. 16. and \villi'Htl. 
14. The Sh!.:pcrd family L" (rom Columbia, MD. Belly,md Kdsba will panidpa:c llllhc 
discl!$:'i!OI) with tlw Vice PlesidfJllL 

The Morrow Family -- Ken and Ramona, and their tfm'l¢ children. Amanda, 17, Jennifer, J5, ;lIlJ 

I.auren, 11, are from Springiicld, V A Ralilonil and Lauren will participate in the discussion with 
the Vice President. 

The Voigt Fmnily -- Jean alld Rick Voigt, and their thrccchildrcn, Mici:act, J6; Kate. 14; and 
Sara, 6, are from Alexandria, V A, The Vice President. Mrs. Go,e accompanied Ihe Prc::,idctll to 
the Voigt home on Fcbnmry 9, 1996, the day after the President signed the Telecommunicatioll:;' 
Act, to discuss Ihe V~chip. Rick and Kate will participate in the discussion with the Vice 
President, 



VICE I'!U:SIHENT (:OHE I (AH~" TilE BEGINNING OF NEW EUA 1;-'; TELEVlSh)N 


WITH THIU:!: New TOOLS FOB (:IIILI)REi" ANH F'\~1ILI ES 


,\'cpfcmber 30, 1997 

Today Vice President Gore met wilh families 10 1a~"l1lch a !lew era in h.:icvif;io" fix 
children and families made possible hy three important new tools -- two of which arc only now 
~lv:\iJilhlc this month and olle Ihm will be available hcg.itming, next year. With Ihe V-Chip, the 
television ratings systems and stations airing at least three hours ofcducMional programming a 
week, the Clinton Administration's initiatives: to help parents \vin back their living rooms 
constitute an invaluable arsenal for America's parents. 

The Vice President hailed a new rule that went into effect this month Ihat is bringing childreJl the 
television progulhming they deserve, When the President nnd Viee President saw tht: 
opportunity to tlSC the airwaves for something positive ~~ educational programming J1S greal as 
our kids .~ they embarked on an dion to bring new and better cdl)catlonal and instructional 
programming to television sets everywhere. The fn:its of their efforts lmvc been seen 00 

Iclcv!l'ion sets sinc.e the first of September. Now parents have more positive options for their 
children. After an historic leHer from the President and a White House Conference on children's 
television resulting in a compromise 'Igrecment for three hours of cducatio:ml television per 
station per week, the Federal Communications Commission adopted clear and CO:lcrcte ruh.:s to ., 
encourage the dcvciopmcl1t of and promotion of :elc.vision programming that "vGuld be both 
welcomed by parents and watched hy children, ~l11c rules lha1100K eCfect this montil require 
h:oaclcastcrs to air at le~tst th{,'C hours ofcducaliona! and instrucfional progwHlming u week 1'0: 
licence renewal. 

Recognizing that not everything on television i5 appropriate for young children, the Vice 
J·residcnt also launched a new lc1evision ratings system that will begin airing October 1, 1997. 
The ndditioo;li television ratings cumc nbout as a result of negotiations between industry al~d 
child advocacy groups as ruinoullccd by the Vice President on Jyly 10, 1997, The new ratings 
will ada S,V,L <!nd D to the existing ra1iogs icons 10 denole programs that contain sexual content, 
violene(:, coarse language or mature( dialogue. There is al~o a new VV rating (jlmtasy violence) ~\.) 
let parents know when prugranuhirig for our"most impressionahle childrcn may-contain fantasy 
violc!lCC that some parcntsmay ~ccm iIlappropriate, The icons will he made more visible and 
thc descriptors for the PG rating win he dearer. 

. V--chin -- Parents Controlling \Vhat Com·!:;;; jnto Thdr LivIng Room 

The Vice President also dcmollstratc:d hoy.' th~ new raJlugs system puts the "V back in the V· 
Chip';ai,d announced that he expects Y~Chips to be sold in man~ new televisions as early uS next.. .. . 

. year .. The President and Vice Pfc.s.idcnt first publicly wiled for Icgishition requiring Y-Chips in 
". ,..... '." ..' _. , ' '.' . '. . . . ' .. 



telt:visions more than two years ago at the Vice Pn.!si<ieJl['s annual ilundy r{.;uninn CUnf\!ft.."nCt> 

Since (hen Congress an::::wc(cd the challenge a:ld tht: President signt:d Ihe V~Chip n.:qu:n;mc/:( 

into Illw. \Jow it wJll h,: !'lnndnn! equipment in lHuny telcvision sd:; sold next year. Tn m;!~l' tll"; 
V~ehiil work, tlH': Ptl'sidcnt am! Vice Prcsiden! brought togt:!hcr industry kadc:':; who agn.:t:d to 
develop ,l. \,olunt:try ratings system. Whcn the President and Vict: Prc:-;iJcm mU)uunccd the fll!>1 
ever tclevisiOll (<!lings system lasl YC:lr, they asked parents for their tboughts, Parents responded 

with a cal! for content based ratings. The Vice Prcsidt:nt met with bOlh industry .and child 
ndvocacy group;; and afier an aceept,~blc ugrecmenl had bee;} reached, announced the addilirlll;:l 
ratings .at the White House to become erfective October I, 1997. 

Children al),<1 Teh.'vision 

../ Tbe typical child will watch 25,000 hours of television before his or her 18th 
birthday_ 

./' Most children watch an average of three to four hours oftdcvision per day, 
~!pproximatcly 28 hours each week . 

./ Watching TV is the number one aftt.:r-school activity for 6· (0 17-year~olds . 

./ Each year most children spcnd about 1500 hours in from of the television and <)00 
hours in the classroom, 

./ By ngc 70, most people will have spm:t abou~ )0 years watching tcievision. 
,/ By the tielc childrcn complde elementary school, the aVt:f"lgc child Viii! wit!lCS<; 

Illorc than 100,000 acts ofvlo;encc on TV, including 1-:,000 murde[s. Thesc 
!lumbers douhle 10 200,000 acts of violence and \6.000 murdcrs by the :inic thc)' 
graduate from high school, 

I' Prtmc~time tck:vj~i(ln contaIns about iivt: violent m.:ts pi,;r 110ur comparcd :~l an 
average 01'26 Violent acts pcr hour during Saturday mortling chtldrcl1's television. 

,/ Children who watch D large amount of violent progmms often min)ic 3ggrcssiotl 
Ihey have seC:1 on Lelcvl$ion as a wny to resolve conOids. 

## 



GioL"e-V-Chip, 33(; 
Go["C! deftOnS~:"Bt!:$ v-ct-ltP a:: '/Jhi:.:e HOll:;;C 

vJI\SHn'-lG';'ON (AP) Vice President Al GOI:e wa!3 in the White HOUSE: 
on Tuesday I-/atching "Sesame SlreOt." He changed the channel Clnd 
"The Texas Chalrlsaw Massacre" appeared" All of a sudden, tIle 
screen went bl~J))k. 

GOt:c was dernonsi.:r-Zli:ing the new' 'v-chip" Lcch:lOlogy, \·:hich is 

designed to give pacents the chance to block j>l"o(jt"ams they find 

objectionable, • 


''It: !:C!ally is a huge ~:el~ to parents who may be at wor:;': and are 
concerned about ::.hCl.f children seeing something 2.i1\0 'Tex5s 
ChaLllsaw Massacre, I" the vice president said. 

The Federal CO!l1Jrlunications Corrnnissiol1 1 carrying out the wishes 
·of Congress und the C nton administration. hilS begun setting 
technical standards for equipping sets with v-chips, 

A 1996 tclecormnunications law requires that 'I'V se:.:s seld in the 
United S!.,;ntes wlth sc.!:'cens 13 inches and larger rnus,;: event'..:al2.y 
have the technology built :'n. 

The v-chip vii'::l work "l-=-::h TV ratings :or sex, violence and 

language aired on brQadcast and ccble prograr.ls, New, detailed 

ratings begin Wednesday on ABC. CBS, fox and major: cable networks. 

NBC will continue using the less-specific ratings now on the air. 


The FCC has proposed that the v-chip be designed to accommodate 
multiple TV ratings systems. 

Under the agency's proposal, TV set-makers would need to have 

the blocking technology in at least half the sets sold in t~e 


United States by next July 1 and have the rest. equipped by Jul':,.. 1, 

1999. 


Gcre said the v-chip gives pare::.ts a ::lurd cpr-ion bes es 

,. throwing Qut your 7V" or mO!1itoring every show children watch, 


Betty ShepeL'd, of Columbia, Md. t told the Vlee president she 

would get t.o s] €:ep in on Saturday mOl:nings now, instead of having 

to monitor ',.}hot he:: two children were watching. 


"'I'hereIII bE: a lot of blank statio:;s on the TV. " said her 

'16-year-old daughte::, Keisi1a. 

APNP-09-30-97 17nCJT 
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By Ann Gerhart and Amde Groer 

Suddenly Seeking Sharon ,-

• No Bl~ lois of Gore: 

TIle Veep & the V-Chip 


I twasWnilyhQurin 1i--Cl!ltoiI]:)('TV ~tY€r.terday.1lllie 

White HOIlR, andVlct Pfe;lident Gor~ WJlf bugciog 

!htrtltlok. . 


Gore had assembkd <'Ii gnJllp Qfb:al dlildren$l\d jWcnls 

lnlllt RooseIlt:II &lorn to (lJOIllQlt an('WTV I'liIing II)'Skm, 

whkhwill go into tfkctt.:lday, as; 'NtU Me detOOflliWlc tm 


, '"V-clUp:whkbwUl~bemarnbtm-Yillllew~$. 

The~gylNparentsb!o.:k~1hcy1ind 

objeQioMbk, and the vice presidrot gQC tll!htIW itoif, 

1. r~t;:1be iW'$John Harrh. Oru: !"OOll:!enl. the group was 

~... watdtJr,K~Stteel·llut~nGoit'!>Witcbed
~:1 ~1s.lhw!III3S.b.ridimageofibeThusCh.ainsaw' 

. M~.· the py<uk ffiI>\'k rlmk. bc:iortl]:)(' s.:ncn 

went hbn.k.. "'I1ai's not tooromplicatl'd. isiP'" GoriCIXH,'d. 
Gott"'al$(i ~NB~ he didn'tmtntitln!he 


IlttWOliby ~rbeingthe4tdy !Il!ljoruei"W9duof . 

Ilsitlgllieeewrating system. ~Uprt$dffitpredld.tod . 

NBC MKdd_$Il("(!Jmbto-moOOprn5Ult"- and adopE the 

~ntings,Y<hidlaki1~toprograms.nlh 


~ (1.). rioIerlno (V) Atld 
&n14$)'~~oltbe-SQrt~i.n{Wtooos,(FV),U~!S 

U$t:dtheIrV<hI9S!QQ!odt(lllflllthal.lher~'dbenothi.ngkfl. " _', < '~ ..:, " ' ", " ....a.aaw...........UI'UI$ 


toWllldltU:epl!amp;UgnDlwlce~MCSPAN. No"f.kO~MItSMC",,~MtN.. 1V:AttMW!dt$8ocM.thI .."~~..mn:w.turf'In(. ," 


" ,
n~l."I/dJt,i'mgoi"gJ("fJla,. "iYkat.; l''rit;r/ W~J1~~inJall$·;';" :.o"m4#CHY#lian Sofdi#J... ~r11JglJ!lnapf(Jy "": ,'" .,.. , , ' 

4114pin] awlpia!~mfplgyJill1 calt ~ pia! no me". . 

Eunice Sru.pUln. #tf'tJud~(' David PN(01:.linal rulinll: jlest~4iYln Simla Moni~.CaliL. that aS20,OOOpi,aao In . ,tEbtlU45bingtontJ05t 
Ihe t;(lIlK Giher $(lll, OJ. Sim~n, was <'Ii 1984 gift from himAAd Ihen·MIe ~kuk brown Simp~iUnd t1luld iwt be Kltl:! to help Pay Wt;IJNJ'~'IJ.w, O':J'(IUEIII:I9'J7. ' , 

tin: $31.5 ~l1i1!;on ill dll.!"nqfSachllju.ry grdff~ him. hl givl." tht b.ruUy <:tl' Ron Goldman, RMlte! reporl~, 
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TilE WIIITE IIOUSE 


Office lifthc Vke J'rc~idcllt 


F01< IMMEIlIATE 1<ELEASE: Contad: 
Thul'!'IduJ, March 12, 1998 (202) 456-7035 

Slllteli/elif hy rite Vice }>re,\itlellllJ/tlte United Slatc!!' 

Oil/lie l7ederul CcmmunicalitJlls CommissilJlt RuUlfJ.:s 011 


Video ProgrammiuJ: Ratings and Tee/mical Requiremcms 
MardI 12, 1998 

Today, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) launched a new era in television 
and in so doing, put parents back in charge ofwhat comes into their living room. By taking the 
next step in the bringing parents the V-Chip, we arc harnessing new technologies in the service 
of our oldest values, 

When the President and I first called for the V·Chip over two years ago, we knew that we 
had to give families more control over one of the mos1 influential forces ill our nation, tclcvisio~. 
Still tod<lY, a typical child watches 25,000 hours of television before his or her 18th birthday. 

Now the FCC has taken the next step toward putting this ncw tool when: it belong~, ill a 
parcnts' hand, 

What this means is parents CQuid sec V*Chip SCl~top boxes inlhc stores by ,is early as 
this slimmer and could sec V -Chip equipped television sets by this Christmas. 

I urn hopeful thai television set manufacturers wil! now compete in the marketplace for 
the most uscfu 1 and effectivc illllJlcmcntation of this new tool for parents to control what tbeir 
children walch. These manufacturers arc frec Lo go beyond the V·Chip's requirements 10 give 
parents evcn more [ools like viewing lime limitations built into tbeir television. 

BUl it':: more th:.!n giving parCl1t~ the ability to block what comes on their <;Gt; ParC:lts 
must nlso know in advance what programs arc appropriate for their children. That is why 1<till 

calling on every newspaper (0 print the r.i!in~s infonnalion i.n its TV guides, 

Now to "make this new system the mosf valuable !~ parents, parents need to kfl0W when a 
program may he too violent for their children. There arc still some networks who have yet to 
include the a.dditional conten! ratings o(S, V, Land D. So i call on tbe hold-out networks to join 
in 'one common voluntary rating system so parents can have the "V" for their V.Chips. 

... 




I , 

K;lisCI' Family Fonndation TV Ratings Evenl 
Nalio)lall'rcss Ciuh 


9:30- JO:OO tl,n~ .. Wcdncstby. i\hy 27, 1998 


i':h~('ling requested hy Jim Koldt'nbcrgcl" 

Briding prcp:lrcli by .Jim Kohicnhcq~cr, Audt'cy Clwi 


IiVENT 
YOl! will ann::mncc the findings ofa new in-depth study that demonstrates lh~lt a Inil,lorily of 

~3~rcnts arc u;;~g~ new TV rating:> system to hC,lp guide their ch.ildrcn's vi(!\\:ing.\l!~d llwl 
~nc-.af1y:two=fu1rds ofall parents would use a V-ChIP to block ccIiam program:nmg If It were 

flVcilablc. ThiR study -- tbe first SlH'V' I JOWi!l1 the jir$1 full SC:lson of the new tv ratings -
shows that parents usc TV mtings and want tlm cornbination of rulings and the V ~C lip to lclp 
them protect their children from Inappropriate material. 

LOG!STICS (As of this writing, subject to change) 

* 	 You will proceed 10 the Holclll<l11 Lounge: in thl: National Press Cluh for ho!d, 
You will be grcc~J.:d by Kaiser Family Foundation PrcsidclH Drew AI:111no :md 
Vicky Rideou.!, Dircctor oCtile Program on Entcnninment, tvlt:dia and Public 
Health. 

Dre\\' Ahnmn wi!! proceed inlo the Ballroom, make brief opening remarks, nod 
introducc you. 

• You will enter the Ballroom, make brief remarks und then tkpal'L . 

YOUR 	ROLEICONTRlllljTION 

• 	 YOll will anllounce lhe lOp line results oflne Kaiser Family FOl!mlmion study on 
TV ratings al th..:: conclusion oftl:c first telcv:sion };ca;;cm using the new ratillg~ 

sYSh.:ll1. 

• 	 You ."vil! underscon:: Lhe Ac:ni:list:-a1ion's commiln,,:nl to giving p'{l'cnls the hluls 
~md information they need to guide their children's television viewing, 

. . 	 . 
• y O\.! will highligb: :ie·veral steps tf:3.t will PlJVC the way ror tbe V:~Chjp: 

PRQGRAM NQTES 	 , 

• 	 The Kaiser Family Foundation.survey,'t;nlike previous surveys oftbc general 
. public, s~ciricaJly,target~ parents oJ cI~ildren (ages 2~ i 7) ab~ut ratings: 'I'his ,.. . . . , 	 -, 

. ' .. 
,. 



survey ~h()\..,:; i\ high kv..:1 (If' concern among pa;cllls about \\.'hal their dllldrcll see 
u:) !l:k\'i~il)ll. 

.. 	 The St:!'vcy also sh\lwS that parents do usc lht.' new ratings system be: Ih;H Ih;::y 
nc.:d udditional tools /tlf Ihe ratings tV Ix more us<:ful: they need lilore 
infurmation about Ih;.: ratings and Ill.:)' need th.: V-chip so tltey c.an monitor 
children'5 viewing habits even when Ihey'r;.: nut home, 65% of' pan.:nts S;IY 111I..'Y 
would usc <:1 V·Chip iftbey bad one. 78% of children, age JO~ J7, said they think 

the V-Chip it; a good idea. 

.. 	 Following your remarks, Vicky Ridcuut ofthc Kai:>erT'amily FI.Hmdmioll, will do 

an in-depth report oCthe study result:L Thcrc witl then be a panel discussion with 
Ginny Mnrketl. president cltct of the PTA; Profes~or Don Roberts, Stanford 
Universlty; and Peggy Bin:r.el, senior vice president of Nc\vs Corp.lFox for 
government relations. Sander Vanocllr, fanner network television journalist, will 
modefale the panel. 

• 	 The eVl.!nt is open press, Ar01md 20~30 rcportl..:rs are expected, 

IlACKQRQUND INFORMATION 

.. 	 .v-Chill~" in tIte Home --By llext 5u111ll1er. hall' of ill! new television sds an: 
required to have the V.Chip, and 18 months from now --b:nmry, 20aO--<:11 n,,;\v 
tclC\ii~ion SCiS arc required to huvc the V -Chip in.':i1allcd, COllsl"h.::ring that 
American's buy 25 million new tdc'Jis;ons <l year, 10% ofhoustholds will have a 

V-Chip 2 years from now, ~l!ld 10% of all TV's will likely have a V~Chip hy 
January" 2oot" Sellar boxes, W~b TV's, and cablc boxes all playa I]an in 
getting the V-Chip ill\{) more homes, but thdr penetration is dwarfed by lhe 
requirement for all TV's to have t:l(~ V~Chip. 

Impediments. 
• 	 TV Ratings Signal Transmission. In the short term, as SOOn;]5 broadcasters 

begin transmitting the coded signal that contains the raling signal, set top boxes 
containing the V-Chip will appear in'relail stores. Ser top box manufacturers 
won't send the boxes to ~clailers 'Jn1illhc signal is aired learing that consumers 

'will' return the boxes bccaus'c they \,..6n't'work. Although the NAB chtlms they 

wifl begin 'ai~i!lg the rating signals"within 30 io 6'O'days from n?w, there are 
. indications that othCft; ,in the chain have been sl,ow to upgrade their equipment to, 

. 'he ubl~ to use the signals. ' . 
. .' . . ." . 

• 	 Network Holdou(s. NlrC and BET are still refusing to use the new content bascd 
ratings system. Thls study iells us that it is these ,col1;tent based ratings that they 
find most useful.· , Ncws·papers. Not enough ncwspapcrs,print the ratings, ii~'cJuding diose tbat have 

" : 
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editori:din:d Itx the nllll)g:>, maklllg i! dinicl::\ f()f parcelS to dderr:linc III advance 

if a program is approprmic, Thj:-i :-i1.l:dy tells us that ;1,m'::11s w('ltild :I'kc to ';(;1.,: 

elJanges illlht: SYSit:Illl\, ll:aLc :hc r~:tings :llon: 1';\\11;:11':;1:' 

Fads About TV Violence ;lfid Cltildl'CIL 1:1 til,: paSI cigh: 1l1lJIltltS, in wil,)t is a 

dlsturbingly 1il1l11:iar p~lttcrn, then: Inw be<.:n a scnes of youth SllO{llings at schllols 
killing ;.,: Icas~ ;:; pe0p~c a;l{1 \\;)t;!lding mon: thac 40 oth~rs, Whik WI.: llIay !lev::r kilo\\, 

what inf:ucllced lb::sc troubled children, i! reminds us about the amount ol"viokncc in 
childn:n"s livcs. 

,./ 	 Kids W~ltcll More TV tillin School. Each y<::ur most childrcn spend abou. 1500 
hours in front orthe TV and 900 hours in the ebssroom . 

./ 	 Kids Witness Too Much Violence. By the tlmc chik:cn complete elementary 
school, the avcrugc child wlll witl1CS51ll0;e t:lan 100,000 :lets ofviolencc on TV, 
including 8,000 murders. These numbers double to 2:JO,OOO eelS o1'violcncc and 
16,000 murders by the time they gradun:c EOIT. high sd:ooL Prime-time TV 
contains aboct 5 violent a::::s per hour computed {O an :rn::rngc ar26 violent acts 

per hour durii1g Saturday n:.orning children's TV 

Hcscarch ShO\'fS Link Hctwccn TV and Violence. VlOlenc.: on tclcvisioc has 
bceJ:~show:1 II: b~mdn;d5 of sh_:di:.:s to have an inllucllce on ~!ggressivc behavior. 
Over the p:.;st 20 years, numerous. respeLled academic and pubti...: health 
9rganiza:ions and agenCies --mcludmg the American Psychological Associati,)n, 
lh~ /\l:JCT:;';il:l McciicalAssoCltltion, the U.S. Smg(..'on GcaemL and :11::; l\;niolla: 
In~tita1e on Mental Health --have reviewed the cxist:ng body of !.!videccc in this 
area and have unanimously affirmed the vpJidity of!ha: conciusio!l. Three main . . . 
crfects of viewing televised violence have been nQted in lhe !:termur-c: leaming 
aggressive attitudes and behaviors, deSC!lSi1:znl:on ~n vioicnce, and increased fear 
of becoming victimized by v:o!ence. 

• 	 Remarks to be proviJed by speech writing 
• 	 Projection of V ·Chip Penetration Rates 

Executive Summary Gnd C!mrt Pack of Surv(:y RC$u::s 
• 	 Bios of Panel ~pcakers 

• 
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. V-Chip Penentration 
. . 10.0. 
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n_n I 
.% ofTVs 
• % of HousehOldS! 

. 1999 20.0.0. 20.0.1 20.0.2 20.0.3 20.0.4 20.0.5 20.0.6 

'. 10% ofllouseholds with a V -Chip by April, 200v/J 

.. • 10% of All TV's with a V-Chip by January 2001 
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llstf of)'arents USC the New TV Ratings, 

But MallY Say Changes Could Make Them More Helpful 


Parents Also Need To Know More About How the System \Vorks 


Washington, DC - As the first television season using the new ratings system dra\vs to a close, 
halfof all parents with children ages 2~ f 7 (54%) say they arc using the new rutings to help guide 
tbelr children '~> viewing, and 45% say they have slopped at least one ofthcir children flam 
watching a particular show because of its rating. according to two lIew surveys ofparents and 
children by the Kalser Family Foundatio:L But more than eight ou! of ten parents who llse the 
nltings say there arc improvements that would make the ratings more hclpfill. and many do no! 
have a good utHlc:rsumdiog of how dle current system works. 

The su'rvcy aIs<) finds that parental concems about tdcvls10n content arc rising, The numher of 
p:rrents of children ages 2~17 who say they a:e conccmed "a great deal" that their children arc 
being exposed 10 (00 much sexual content on TV ilicr~sed from 43% in an OClober 1996 Kais<.:l' 
Family Fotludoiion survey to 67% in April, 1998. when this survey was conducted. '!lie numher 
exprcssing lhe same conCClll ahout violellt co'r:tcnt incrc(\scJ from J9%) 10 62% over the same' 
pt;flod. 

The TV ratings system was designed (0 help address concems about television content by giving 
parents assistance in monitoring what their children watch. 'Nearly all of tile parents who have 
ever used the ratings say they fravc fowtd them "uscfu!" (42% "very" and 51 % "somewhat') A 
smaller percentage of parents who 'usc the system S3Y the ratings h3\'C been "successful" in 
keeping dtildren.from being exposed to inappropriate material (13% "VCIY" and 5 I % 
"somewhat') 

, "Parents say' they arc more concerned tlla.;l ~yer abou.! the impact ofTV on" their kids," said Drew 
'. Allman, Presideilt-o'fUie Kaiser FamilY,Foundation. "TIle good ncw!i for the ratings system.is " 

that matlY p'arents arc using the ratings and find them helpful; but they do not always unden>t3f\d 
the sys~em.' and (here' arc'changes t~ley'd li~c '0 sec'made,". " ' 

• • 
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One out of fivc pan.:nls say (I S%) they have not heard aboui the r.Hings system. Twcnty-scv.;u 
percent of parents say the)' haw hC<)ro of the ratings systelIl but "never" or "'hardly cver" usc it. 
111C most common rC;{${l1l givcn by these parenl') fur not llsing the mtinrs is that they would 
rather decide '0r themselves what is appropriate or not for their children to watch (31 % say this 
is the leading fcason), 

Afalll' Childrell Also Use RUfiltgs, In a companion survey ofchildren, a third (36%) of 10·17 
year aIds rC!RHi that at least oncc, one of their parents has stopped them from watching a show 
because of its rating, The survey also revealed that just Over a third (36%) of all children say 
they themselves have decided not to walch a particular show b(,"CUllse of the rating it received, 
Bul children have mixed reasonS for tuning out: forty percent say it is because their parents 
wouldn'l Wan{ them to watch the show, while 26% say it is because they think the show is mC;:Ult 

for younger kids. 

Parcltts Say Changes Could Make Ratillgs Afore Useful. Most parents who usc the ratings 
(73%) say they team a sho\\,'5 rating from seeing the symhol on-screen at the beginning of the 
show, but many (67%) say even wilen they arc looking for the miing they miss seeing it More 
lhan eight out often parents who llSC tile ratings say lhey favor having the ratil~g appear on 
screen more ol1Cll (84%) or annollnced out loud at the beginning of the show (820/<1), but most do 
not favor having the rating stay on screen throughout the entire show (42% SUppOfl, 57% 
oppose)_ 	 . 

Mall), Parcuts.f:.'c.:d Mon! lll/ormation About Ratings, The survey indicated (li31 m;tay parents 
could usc m{Tr~ infon:w.tion about how the fatings system WOtks, i:lclulling what kll:ds orshows 
arc ratrAi, who rates programming, and what the diOcrclll raling symbols mca:L Even ftmong 
those parenl:> wh() :lre aware of the r::ltings system, 

• 	 Less than balfknow that children's shows (49%), talk shows (40%) and ¥-oap operas 
(23%) arc rated. 

• 	 About half(54%) know what at leas! six of tile clcvdn rating symbols mC:.lIl, \vhilc 46% 
know five or fewer. 

• 	 ThinYw!)oe percent know that Ihe television industry rates programs Itself, while 32% 
bclieve Ih~li ~Ul independent review board docs the rating. Nine percent think the 
govcmmclll rates shows, ~!ld 27% say they don't know who docs the rating. 

Parents Say Ratings Accurately Depicf TV Coltteut, ,Sevcnty.onc percent of jJarents who usc 
,!hc ralit1g~ say they proy~cle "reasonablY' accurate" infomlation ~uoul:T.v shows:although half 
(5Q%) say they ha\.'c on occaSion disagreed with how a particular show was ratoo. Only 12% of 
parents who usc the ratings say ihcy-know who to complain to til such a situ'atloh, . 

, ., . 	 .' ,. 

Parents would use a v-chip. Nearly two-thirds ofall parcr;ts (65%) say that.if.thcy had a v-<;hip 
ir their hOtllc, Ihey would use it to}>lock certain prograrnming. But most paiGn~s say they arc 
either "not [0<) likely" (24%) or '.'not at alllikc!y''.(45%) to go out and buy a TV with a·v-chip (o~' 

. a SC{-t9P box). in th~ next year oriwo, 
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Chart 1 


" Parental Concern About TV Content 


...... Percent of parents of 2·17 year oldstoday, as compared to 1 1/2 years ago, 
'. who say they are concerned "a great deal" that their children are being 

.. ' exposed totoomuch.; . 
• 

80% 
67% 

62%· 
60%" ....... . 


43% 
• 

40% 

.20% ~ .... 

. .. 0% +-...J 
Sexual Content on TV Violent Content on TV 

Sources: Parents, Children and the Television Ratings System: Tv/o Kaiser Family Foundation SUIveys, May 1998; A Kaiser 
. Family Foundation and Children Now National Survey: Parents Speak Up About Television Today, December 1996 
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Chart 2 

Parents' Use of the TV Ratings System 

Percent ofparents of 2·17 year olds who use the TV ratings system to 
,help make dedsions about what shows their children watch ... 

. ···60%' .. ·54% 
: 

. , 
'50% 


40%. 


,27% 

'·20% 

·30~io 

,10% 

0% .-;- 

OftencirSometimes Hardly Ever or Never Not Aware of Ratings 
.. '001'l'( know/Refused respons"es not shown. 

. SourCe: Parents; Children and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Famiiy Foundation Surveys, May 1998 




Chart 3 

TV Ratings' Impact on What Kids Watch 
, 

What parents say ... 

Percent ofparents of 2-17 year olds who say they have ever stopped one 
oftheir'childrenfrom watching a TV show because of its rating." 

"\. ,". ~ . 

" 

"', "50% 
, 45% 

40% 
34% 

30%., 

.18,%,i 20%,., 

",10% ' 

"O%+I~,-' 

Yes No/Never Use Ratings Not Aware of Ratings 
.:Oon't know/RefusedrStopped fo(other reason" responses not shown. 
Source: Parents; Childre'n and the Television Ratings System: TlVo Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys. May 1998 ., . . 
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Chart 4 

.• Ratings Most Likely 
. ' 

to Cause a Parent 
to Stop a Child from Watching a Show 

,. , '.Percent of parents af 2·17 year aids who say the rating "S" or "V" has 
. caUsed them to stop one of their children from watching a TV show." 

AO%l 

.. 
33% 

30% 
·30%· 

.' .' I 
---~I·,20%"- ' 

.. liS I! "VI 

,Source: Parents, Children and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Fomily Foundation Surveys, May 1998 . ..' 

" • 



Chart 5 

, 'UsefuAness of the TV Ratings 

Of parentsof2.17 year olds who have ever used the TV ratings, the 
'percent who say they have been useful in helping guide their family's 
'choices... 

',60% 
51% 

'50% 
'42% 

" ,'40% 


30% 

. 
'20% 


, ,10% 

, : ; 

, " 
'0% ," 

" Very useful Somewhat useful Not too useful Not at all useful 

Source: Parents, Children and the Teievlsion Ratings System: Two'Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May i998 
, ' , 

http:parentsof2.17
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Chart 6 

Usefulness of the TV Ratings 
, 

Ofparents of 2-17 year aids who use the T\I ratings, which part of the 
rating is most useful to them.~. 

70% 64% 
, 

" 60% 

'.50% 

40% 

,30% 
22% 

"., 20% 13% ' 

10% 

0% +---J 

'. Age-Based Ratings Content-Based Ratings Both Equally (VOL.) 
·D.0n't knowiReflJ'sed responses not f'.r.own, 


Source: Parents, Children and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1998 




Chart 7 

". ,,. Effectiveness of the TV Ratings 
,.. 

<Of parents of 2-17 year aids who use the ratings, the percent who say 
... ··.. howsuccessful the TV ratings system has been in keeping children from . . .' 

.. ".• •. being exposed to inappropriate materiaL" 

60% 
51% 


·50% 


• 40% 

·30% 26% 

20% ···13% 
9%· 

10% ' 


0% I' 

Very Successful Not too successful Not at all 
., successful 

Somewhat 

successful 


"Don't ¥H>w/Re~sed responses not shown. 

SourCe: Parent~, Chil.dren and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1998 




Chart 8 

.. 
'. 

Parents' Understanding of 
.. Which Shows are Rated 

.', Of parents of 2·17 year olds who are aware of the ratings, the percent 

. who know that... 

Dramas 
ARE' 

'Rated 
Sports··-.---'J.8 ~~~-76% ARE NOT ,80% 

.. Rated 
~~~ - --, 

63% 

Comedies 
ARE 
Rated 

Children's 
Shows News 
ARE TalkMagazines 

. Rated ShowsARE NOT·60% ARERated
49% Rated 

40% 

.. : 0 
..·20 Yo 

0% 

43% Daytime 
Soaps 

., AREI. Rated 

23% 

. Source: Parents~ Children and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1998 



Chart 9 

• Parents' Understanding.. 
of the Ratings Symbols 


. Of parents of 2-17 year oldswho are aware of the TV ratings system, the 
percent who canaccurately define ... 

50% 

40% 

... 
30% 

,. 

20% 
, 

10% 

.. 

0% 

6-8 of the 

symbols 


9-11 of the 
. sYmbols 

·14% 

40% 
1-3-5 ;fthe 

symbols 
.. -

32% 

0-2 of the 
symbols 

14% 

-, 

·Source: Parents. Chiidren and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1998 



45% . .,. ·46% . 

Chart 10
• 

• -Parents' Understanding of the 
'. . Ratings for Children's Shows 

'....... ". Of parents witb children under 10 years old who are aware of the 
ratings; the percent who can define the ratings symbols for children's 
programs ... • 
. ". " 

···.. 60% 

'. '.'50% .. 
".40% 

"'.30% 
... 

.• 20% 


10% 

0%+1

. " , . ,,55% . 54%' 

TV-Y TV-Y7 
. '(Appropriate for all Children) (Designed for children ages 7 and aider) 

. 'Source: Parents. Children and the Teievision Ratings System: TI'IO Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys. May 1998 
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, Chart 11 
, .- . 

Parents' Understanding of 
Who Rates TV Shows 

Of parents of 2-17 year olds who are aware of the ratings, the percent 
who think ... is responsible for rating TV SllOWS. 

40% 
32%31% 

27%30% 

20% 

9%
10% 

0% -!--
TheTV Industry A Government An Independent Don't 

Agency Review Board Know/Refused 

~ :'0ther" (!spOl1ses not shOwn. 


Source: Parents; Children and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Famiiy Foundation Su!Yeys. May 1998 
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·40% 

20% 

0% 

80% 

60% ....._----_._---_._----_. ..---- ..•. --- -.. ---...~-., .. -. .....__.__ ..._-_.....--- .__ ._. 

42% 

"' 	 Chart 12 

Changes Parents Want in the TV Ratings 

.	Of parents of 2-17 year olds who use the system, the percent who say 
they would like to see the rating symbol. .. 

... 00% 	 ,.. 1 ·0 l 
84% 82% 

. 	 ", ' 1~' .....':"'J'J__,,,,d 	 77% 

.:' 	 I~,;:~~l lt~~~;P~~l I~~I 

Appear. on-screen Announced out Appear in all Stay on-screen 
several times loud at beginning promos and ads throughout show 
. during show of show for shows 

. ',: , 
.. 	 :. 

Source> Parents, Children and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1998 . 	 . . 



Chart 13 

Perceived Accuracy of TV Ratings 

Of parents of 2~17 year aIds who use the ratings, the percent who ... 

·.100% 87% 

. 80% .71%· 

48%, .... ....... . . '·60% 50%' 

. 

. ...• ....... 40% 

24% 

12%20% 

0% !' '" 
Think the Information the Know Who to Complain to 
Ratings Provide about TV About a Rating 
. Shows is Reasonably 

.Accurate. 

~Oorn kriow{Refused responses not shown. 


Source: Parents. Children and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1998 


Have Disagreed with a 

Particular Rating 




, 


.' 

... Chart 14

~ 

,Parents' Plans for the V-Chip 

Percent of parents of 2-17 year olds who would ... 

70% 

60% 

50% 

40% 

30% 

20% 

'10% 

0% 

Use a V-Chip ifthey 
had one 

, ~... ' ..._ .... 
Buy a TV with a V-Chip 

. ' or buy a set-top box 
, : .. the next year or two 

29% 

. Source: Parents, Children and the Television :::aUngs S:·".?':e;'"f"1: ;v{Q Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1998 
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Chart 15 

TV Ratings' Impact on What Kids Watch 
What clli1dren say." 

. Percent of children ages 10-17 who say a parent has ever stopped them 
fromwatching a TV show because of its rating ... 

50% 
43% 

40% 36%j' 

".' .30.% 

20% 

20% 


,,.10% 

0%+1
, Yes No Not Aware of Ratings 

_-Don'\ know/Refused responses not shown, . ' . 
Source: Parents, Children and the Televisior1 Ratings System: Two Kalse, Family Foundation Surveys, May 1998 



Chart 16 

-Children's Use of the TV Ratings 

.' Percent of children 10-17 years old who have ever. .. 
r--- -------, 
i Decided NOT to watch 

a TV show because of 
its rating L_ ---- ----,---"----' 

40% 

30% 

'.. 20% 

10% 

0%+---'--' 

Walched a TV show 
they normally would 

NOT walch because it 
had a certain rating 

19% 


313% 


Sburce: Parents, Children and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1998 



Chart 17 

Children'S Use of the TV Ratings 

Among children 10-17 years old who have ever decided not to watch a 
show, the reasons they have decided NOT to watch a show with a certain 

·/rating .. ~:_.__ 

50% 

,..40°1
10 

.30%' 


.20% 


'100/0 
.., 

0% -!----'

Parents wouldn't want 
you to watch the show 

40% 
 ---- -~ 

Think the show is ~mean~for younger kids 

26% 


---- --------, 
Some other reason I· ,...... . 

- ··27%·· 

"06n': know/Refused responses not shOwn. 


'Source: Parents, Cht!dr~n and the Television Ratings System.: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1998 




Chart 18 

'Parents'Perception of Ratings Backlash 

•Of parents of 2·17 year olds who use the ratings, the percent who have 
.•.••. noticed their own children being attracted to TV shows with inappropriate 
. ·.··materialbecause of the ratings", 

. : 100% 

81% 
,80% 

". 

. . 60°(0 

.··.·40% 

18% 
20% 

",-........." 


. 0% +---' 

Yes No 

~Oon': knew/Refused responses not shown, 

Source: Parents, Children and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1998 
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Chart 19 

Children's Responses to 

the Ratings and the V-Chip 


.. 
Percent of children 10-17 years old who ... 

.. 90% 
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LThlnk the V-Chip is a 
goodid8a 
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Say they have watched 
. : a show with a rating 

they are not supposed 
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. 13%j 


Say they would try to 
find a way to watch 
shows their parents 
block with a V-Chip 

35% 


.Source: Parents. Children and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys, May 1998 
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Chart 20 

Influence of Ratings on Children 
.. . 

Of children ages 10-17, the percent who become more or less interested 
..... "in a show because of its rating ... 
" 

.50% 

40% 39%
": "40% ·.··35% '35% 

30% 
, ". 22%20% 
'. 20% 

9% 
·· ...10% . 


0% 

Ifsn "VIf "TV-MA" 

"DOf!'t l<now/Refuse~fNot Aware of Ratings ,responses no: snO\'.'n. 
. Source:.Parents, Children and the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Fam'iy Foundation Surveys. May 1998 



. Chart 21 

Influence of Ratings on Children 

' .• .of children ages 10·17, gender differences in the percent who become 
.' '" '. more or less interested in a show that is rated "S" ... 
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More Interested Less Interested Doesn't Make Much 
Difference 

'Don't knowfRe.fused/Not Aware of R<Jtings responses not shown. 

Sou ice; Par~nts. Chtldren and the Television Ratings S:r3tefTl: Two Kais.:;)r Family Foundation Surveys, rvlay 1998 




Chart 22 

Influence of Ratings on Children 

Of children ages 10·17, gender differences in the percent who become 
. more or less interested in a show that is rated "V" ... 
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40% 
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28%
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. '20% 
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.10% 

, 0°/". /0 

.. 
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Difference 


~Don·t know/R~fused/Not Aware of Retings resj:lonses not shown. 
Source' Parents. Children end the Television Ratings System: Two Kaiser Family Foundation Surveys. May 1998 
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mcui:l, ~s well :IS " video series on lelcv~.<;ion and Ill(: l'(csit!-;:ncy, dis:rih:tcd 1<1 university l;\nd colleg~ 
journalism schools and political :'.clcno:;o::; ot:pa,tmcnt!>. lIe tlln-cor:)' hosts '"Mnvl-;::; in Tnnc" seen on 
(;3.hle televi$i(H~'$ Hi~l()f)' Ch.,rtnd. Mr, VanoclI( h.:t~ Ilwrc than ·~O ye;Jt:s of ;.:xperience in print. r.1d10 ant! 
h::lcvisio:i j(aun3lis:m, bCi~lonillf- wito simurful(';lUs jHb~ a~ 3 leporh'f I<)r rile MaltdU!sl<!r Guurdinrt in 
1.(';lOOn, n commc'ltatvr (0, the NOlih AmeriC<tfl Sa... !.;..: or Ihe noe :l!hL. stringer" ft;f cns 1'1<:::\>/5. He 
g;ail1cd na(ivnl11 prominc:"lcc during his 14 year~ wilh Nnc N<:wo.:i:; a While 1I,1u\.1.; Cout:!o.pondem and 
National Political Corn::>pund<:nt. He Jaler joined ABC N~w:>. CQvaior. fl:ltiOnal dcChnt\S -lind ..:".hOS;:ills 
A1~C Ncwlj' "Bm;incs~ World:' Me V~nOc1Jf Iell ABC News in 1991 tv fvrtrt his,own company, Old Owl 
Communications. Mr. VanQCU( has a DA in pollticai science from Nilrthwcst<:m University :md spent a 

year orcraduatc study at ti~c London School of l:c,u!Omics. ' 
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