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MEMORANDUM FORSECRETARY RUBIN II, ~. 
I 
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, ' ()r~:( ~ 
FROM: James E. Johnson "f,;-l.vtr4,tv 

1 

Under Secretary (EnNrcem'e'rd), I 
! 

SUBJECT: Letter to the President and secJnd Year Report 
• I I 
of the National Church Arson Task Force II I 

j I 
ISUMMARY: I 

, 

I
/ I 

I
The enclosed letter to the President will be transmitted Jconjunction with the Second Year I
Report ("Report") of the National Church Arson Task Fbrce ("NCATF" or "Task Force").' This' I 
year, thl;: Report is being issued at the close of the fiscal/year, rather than on the anniversary of I 
the President's June 1996 announcement of the formation of the Task Force. As with the First I 
Year Report, which :was issued on June 8, 1997, thetrabsmittalletter will be a joint letter from I 
you and the Attorney General. The Attorney General~as already signed the letter. As with the I 

I
First Year Report, after you sign the letter and the Rep?rt is printed. the documents wilt be I 

forwarded to the White House. We anticipate that the letter and the Report will be released I 

publicly at the end of this week. I I 

I 
IDISCUSSION: 
I 
IThe attached letter trom you and Attorney General R~no will accompany the Second Year I 


Report ofthe National Church Arson Task Force wh~n it is forwarded to the President. The I 

Report has been cleared within the Treasury and Justice Departments and is now ready to be I 

printed. We will provide your office with a copy orthe printed version as soon as we receive it. I 


/1

There are two issues of note in this year's Report. These issues are also set forth in your and I 

Attorney General Reno's transmittalletter~ First, th~ number ofchurch arsons has decreased. I' 

We attribute this decline to a variety of factors, inc1bding increased vigilance, well publicized I 

arre:sts, and proactive prevention efforts. Second, We are reporting that this Fall, the Task Force! 

is centralizing the responsibility for Federal prosecJtion ofchurch arson cases in the Criminal I 

S(:(;tion of the Civil Rights Division. We are also r~orting ATF's continued commitment to I 

fighting arsons at America's houses ofworship bJed on its creation of permanent staffpositio~s 

dedicated to these investigations. These steps, am6ng others set forth in the Report, represent ~ 

reaffirmation of the Federal government's commitlnent to combating the scourge of church ' II,' 


ar:sons. I ' I 
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I "I 
ACTION RlltQUESl1ED: " II " I" \ 

That you sign tbe enclosed letter to the President to be transI\litIed in coni_lion with the 

NCATF's Second y Jr Report. i 
.., /" I 

0 

I' 
J I I_~V=-~_ " Agree 

I 
_ Disagree Let's Discuss 

Enclosures,: I ' 
Letter to the PresidentTab A: N~tional Church Arson Task Force second Year Report to the PresidentI .0 0ITabB: 

i' I 

I 

00 
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE 

P. O. /J()JC 65798 
WasJringr01l, D.C. 20530 

October 13, 1998 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Two years ago, you declared the investigation and prevention of church arsons a national 
priority. You called upon all Americans to come together in a spirit ofrespect and reconciliation 
to prosecute those who burned our houses ofworship, to rdbuild these houses ofworship, and to 
prevent additional arsons from occurring. This three-part Jtrategy has produced one of the 
largest series ofarson investigations in history. It continutb to produce tremendous reSults . 

. WI':, are pleased to report that the number ofChurcJ arsons is down. We believe this 
decrease is due to a number of factors, including increased vigilance, well publicized arrests, and 
proactive prevention efforts. Notwithstanding these resul{s, we must remain vigilant. Reports of . 
fires continue. We will continue aggressively to investig~te thesf? fires and to prosecute the 
individuals responsible for these crimes. I . .. 

Si.nce June 1996, the National Church Arson Tas~ Forcef"NCATF" or "Task Force'') has 
successfi..tlly coordinated the efforts of Federal, state and local law enforcement officials in the 
battle ag,Unst church arsons. The Task Force has investi~ated arsons dating back to January 
1995, in order fully to assess and address the problem. With the assistance of Congress, which. 
provided additional resources and enacted the Church Mon Prevention Act of 1996, the NCATF 
brought together the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Fir~arms (ATF), the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), Civil Rights Division and other D~artment ofJustice prosecutors, United 
States Attorney's offices, local prosecutors, victimlwitn¢ss coordinators, Community Relations 
Service (CRS) conciliators and other Federal, state and focal law enforcement officials. This 
partnership continues to achieve considerable success. I .. . . . . 

Today we are pleased to present the Second Year Report of the NCATF. To date: 

• 	 The NCATF has opened investigations lto 670 arsons, bombings or attempted 
bombings that have occurred at houses dfworship between January 1, 1995, and 

• September 8, 1998. 

I 




, I 
I . 

I 

, 	 \ I 
• 	 Federal, state and local law enforcement offidials have arrested 308 suspects in 

connection with 230 of these 670 arsons, bonibings or attempted bombings 
between January 1, 1995, and September 8, ~998. ' 

I 

• 	 The 34 percent rate of arrest in NCATF arsoh cases is more than double the 
~6 percent rate nationwide. I . 

• 	 Federal, state and local prosecutors have successfully obtained convictions of235 
defendants in connection with 173 arsons of bombings ofhouSes ofworship

I'
occurring between January 1, 1995, and September 8, 1998. Other defendants are 
awaiting trial. I 

Under your leadership, the Administration initiatelt a comprehensive, response to arsons at 
America's houses ofworship. This effort includes the cobrdination oflaw enforcement 
investigations arid prosecutions and helping victimized c6mmunities rebuild burned churches and 
prevent additional arsons. The primary mission ofthe D~artments ofJustice and Treasury has 
been to investigate and prosecute responsible individuals. The Department ofHousing and 
Urban Development continues to work in partnership wi~ the National Council of Churches, the 
Con~e~s ofNati~nal Black Churches and o~ers to h~lpltlie c~ngreg~onsofburned churches , 
rebwld.· The JustIce Department's Commumty Relations Set'Vlce continues to help heal 
community tensions that have resulted in many ofthe c6mmunities where churches have burned. 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency has mouthed an extensive prevention initiative. ' 

. I. 
The Task Force remains committed to expendirig the time, resources and effort necessary 

"to solve these crimes by centralizing the responsibility ifor Federal prosecution in the Criminal 
Section of the Civil Rights Division, the existing struc~ within the Department of Justice that 
has jwisdiction over church arson and other Federal criminal civil rights cases. The United 
States Attorney's offices and state and local authoritie~ will continue to conduCt church arson 
investigations and bring prosecutions whenever appropriate, drawing upon the expertise and 
resources of the Task Force's partners. CRS's regionfu offices will assume responsibility for the 
,work of the CRS Church Burning Response Team. 1ihrough these permanent mechanisms, the 
Fedeiral Government will continue to investigate and prosecute the responsible individuals. 

We wish to commend the Task Force co-c~~ Treasury Under Secretary James E. 

JohIJi.son and Acting Assistant Attorney General Bill/Lann Lee, for their continuing dedication 

building on the progress we have achieved. The Task Force's success could not have been 
achieved without the demonstrated commitment of ~ecial agents from ATF and the fBI. 
Deparnnent of Justice and local prosecutors, state arid local law enforcement officials, CRS 

I 	 ,

conciliators, and countless other individuals have also contributed to this effort. . . 

, . I 
I 




I 
I . 

. 
• 

I 
Tbe attached report details. the progress of the Task E1orce's efforts to date. We would 

be pleased to brief you in more detail. i .. 

Respectfully, 

I~~. 
Janet Reno ~Attorney General ...Robert E. Rubin 


Secretary of the Treasury 


Attacbmeilt 
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE 

I • 
i 
 P. O. Box 65798 . 


WashingtOn. D.C. 20530 

October 1998 

I 

SECOND YEAR REPORT FOR THE PRESIDENT 

OVERV'lEW I 
In early 1996, Federal officials detected a sharp risb in the number ofreported attacks. on 

our Natiolil's houses ofworship, especially African AmeriJan churches in the South. This trend 
troubled Jaw enforcement agencies and stirred the Nation'~ conscience. In June 1996, President 
Clinton brought these deplorable acts to the forefront ofo~ Nation's consciousness and formed 
the National Church Arson Task Force (,'NCATF" or "T~k Force"), making the investigation of 
these M:S and the swift prosecution ofthe arsonistS a tod priority ofFederal law enforcement . 

. The President called on all Americans to come together fu a spirit of respect and r~onciliation to. 
help vicfimized congregations rebuild and to heal tensiois in affected communities. 

The President directed his Administration to iniJlement a three-pronged strategy: 
(I) iden.tify and prosecute the arsonists; (2) help commu!nities rebuild the burned houses of . 

worship; and (3) offer assistance in preventing more fir~s. Federal officials have continued to 

achieve considerable success in carrying out the PresidJnt's mission and strategy by working in 

partnership with state and local law enforcement and cc:\mmunity ;md private groups. 


We are pleased to report that the number OfChih arsons is down. We believe this 
decrease is due to a number of factors, including incre~ed vigilance, well publicized arrests, and 
proactive prevention efforts. Notwithstanding these nfsu1ts, we must remain vigilant. There 
contiIlue to be fires reported. We continue aggressively to investigate these fires and prosecute 
those arrested- I 

IPROSECUTIONS 

I 	 . 
• 	 670 Incidents Investigated- The NCATF has iopened investigations into 670 arsons, 

bombings or attempted bombings that have o,ccurred at houses ofworship between 
January I, 1995 and September 8, 1998. I . . . 

• 	 308 Arrested. FederaJ, state and local authorities have arrested 308 suspects in 
connection with 230 of the 670 incidents. ! 

• 	 34% Arrest Rate. The 34% rate ofarrest in!NCATFarson cases is more than double 
16% rate oiarson arrests nationwide. I 

I 

I 



I 

, 	 'II 

..... • 235 Convicted. , Between January I, 1995 apd September 8, 1998, Federal and state 
prosecutors successfully obtained convictions of23Si defendants in connection with 173 
incidents. Most of the incidents, involved arsons at ~ouses ofworship, but some involved 
the use ~f firearms, bombs or violent threats against11houses ofworship. 

REBUll..DING 	 ' 
/ 

• 	 TM Department ofHousing and Urban Developm~t (HUD) is working closely with the 
National Council ofChurches, the Congress ofNational Black Churches, Habitat for 
Humanity and other organizations in the rebuildini effort. As a result ofthis cooperation, 
45 houses ofworship have been rebuilt and 67 are IUndergoing construction. 

• 	 HUD also continues to administer a $10 million FLeral Loan Guarantee Fund, which 
, 	 I 

was established by Congress as part ofthe 1996 Church Arson Prevention Act to assist 
th.e rebuilding effort. A total of$1,868,OOO in loah gwirantee commitments has been 
ll'iade as ofMay 26. 1998. I . 

• 	 The Community Relations Service (CRS), the FefIeral Government's peacemaker in 
conflicts arising from race, color or national origtn, has worked with over 230 
c:ommunities throughout the country to resolve r~cia1 tensions and disputes, to promote 
multirncial cooperation in rebuilding and to plen! future incidents ofchurch arsons. 

PREV1~NTION 	 I 

• 	 The National Arson Prevention Initiative conJues to create coalitions, leverage 
resources, and provide tools to help communities prevent arson. Since July 1996, the 
Department of Justice has awarded $3 million ~grants to counties in 13 states to 
intensify their enforcement and surveillance efforts regarding vulnerable houses of 
worship.' " I 

• 	 Since Fiscal Year 1996, the Federal Emergenc~ Managemerit Agency (FEMA) has ' 
awarded more than $1.5 million in grants to siate and local governments to enhance the 
delivery of arson investigation and preventio~ training prograIns, to' encourage the 
development ofarson awareness campaigns, kd to seed the formation ofcommunity
based coalitions for arson prevention. FEMA has partnered with over 300 organizations 
to prevent arson. It established the National bon Prevention' Clearinghouse to 
coordinate 1.5 million technical assistance r~uests and to provide public education, 
materials for communities. Through its four~city pilot prevention program, FEMA 
continues to develop and strengthen coalitions ofcommunity and business leaders and 
representatives from the private and public ~ectors. FEMA also has provided arson 
prevention and detection training to thousan'ds of fire and law enforcement personnel 
community leaders. " / ' 

21 



LESSONS LEARNED 

Several importartt factors underlie the success of the Task Force's coordinated investigation and 
prosecution eJfort: 

• 	 A clear statement of mission from President Clinton, fice President GOre, Treasury 
Secretary Rubin, and Attorney General Reno on the importance of fighting arsons at 
hOuSi~s ofworsbip has guided the Task Force. 

• 	 Joint leadership, strong mission oversight and regular communication by the Departments 
of Justice and Treasury under the direct supervision efthe Task Force co-chairs; Under 

I 

Secrl~tary of the Treasury James E. Johnson and Acting Assistant Attorney General Bill 
Laml Lee, have bighlighted the need for accountability and set the tone for full 
cooperation among all participants in the effort. 

• 	 The development and use ofprotocols have enabled diverse governmental entities to 
work together successfully and to forge a unified and rapid response to arsons at houses 
ofworship. 

• 	 Cross-training among all agencies ofthe Task Forcy has enabled all participants to better 

und.erstand the expertise, capabilities, and resources offered by each member ofthe team. 

Th(~ Task Force particularly has benefitted from thd combined expertise of the FBI in 

civil rights investigations and A TF in arson and bofubing investigations. 


THE FUTURE· 

• 	 The Federal Government has reaffirmed its commitment to expending the time, resources 

and effort necessary to solve church arsons and pr6secute those who are responsible by 

cr(~ating a more permanent institutional approach t6 the handling of these cases. This 

Fan, the Task Force lodged responsibility for Fed¢ral prosecution in the Criminal Section 

ofthe Civil Rights Division, the existing structure) within the Justice Department that has 

jurisdiction over church arson and other Federal criminal civil rights cases. 


• 	 Key members of the Task Force Operations TJhave joined the Criminal Section, .. 
which handles the investigation and proSecution df church arson cases. The United States 

I 

Attorneys' offices and state and local authorities also continue to investigate and 
prosecute arsons at houSes of worship. These in+stigations and prosecutions .continue to 
be coordinated with and draw upon the expertise and resources of the Task Force's 
partners, including A TF and the FBI. A TF has d'eated permanent staff positions for this 

I 

effort, which complement the resources deployed by FBI civil rights squads. Thenew 
I 

Hate Crimes Unit at the FBI continues to superv~se its field church arson investigations. 
eRS's regional offices have assumed responsibility for the work of the eRS Church . 
Burning Response Team. The Task Force contiJues to hold regular meetings with the co
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chairs in order to coordinate the work of its constituent agencies. It is through these 
permanent mechanisms and institutions that church ar~ons continue to be investigated and 
prosec:uted as a priority of the Federal Government. 

I. PRO~;ECUTING DEFENDANTS 

A. CoordinatiDg the Investigations 

In June 1996, President Clinton established th~ NCA'FF to coordinate the efforts of 
Federal, state and local law enforcement in response to a sharP increase in reports of attacks on 
churches, particularly African American churches in the South. Shortly thereafter, Attorney . 
General Janelt Reno directed all 94 U.S. Attorneys either to dtablish local task forces focusing on 
arsons at houses ofworship in their districts or to expand the ~cope ofexisting local task forces 
to include Ch'LIICh arsons. These local task forces include stat~ and local law enforcementand fire 

. I 

prevention officials, special agents of ATF and the FBI, mediators from the CRS, and· 
victim/witness coordinators. 

In addition to the local task forces, the NCA TF established an Operations Team in 
I l 

Washington, D.C. staffed by special agents ofATF and the FpI, as well as seasone4 prosecutors 
from the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division and U.S.! Attorneys' offices around the 
country. Thi~ Operations Team forged an investigative and Pfosecutorial effort that effectively 
combats church arsons through an unprecedented coordinated and rapid response throughout the . 
country. Since the formation of the Task Force, hundreds oflATF and FBI investigators have 
been deployi~ to work with Federal prosecutors and state and local task forces and law 
enforcement authorities. . 

B. Conducting the Investigations 

For years, many arsons at houses of worship were handled by local authorities and were 
not reported to any Federal agency. As a result, local law eJ-orcement often was not able to . 

I 

. benefit from the expertise, capabilities and resources of the lj'ederal Government in pursuing 
these incidents .. But, over the past two years, the NCATF has transformed the nationwide law 
enforCement response to church arsons, in part through the cteation ofits Operations Team, 
which has consisted ofCivil Rights Division prosecutors, Msistant United States Attorneys on 
detail from United States Attorneys' offices across the count!rY, special agents of the FBI and 
ATF. paralegals, analysts and additional support staff. 

Pursuant to directives of the Attorney General and NpATF protocols drafted specifically 
to facilitate the investigation and prosecution of church arson cases, the Operations Te.am has 
worked cooperatively with Federal, state, and local officials lin the field to investigate every 
arson, bombing and attempted bombing that is reported to have occurred since January 1, 1995 at 
a house ofvrorship in the United States. The Operations Teb prosecutors have served as. 
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co-counsel, when appropriate, with local United States Attorneys' offices in all Federal church 
--.. arson prosecu.tions. The Operations Team has also monitored all church arson cases brought in 

state courts. 

The protocols and guidelines for the joint investigatio~ and prosecution ofsuspected 
arsons establish procedur~s for facilitating the exchange ofinformation among Task Force 
agencies, for developing an investigative plan for each incideht, and for ensuring that ' . 
investigators pursue all leads and lines ofinquiry, including Jhether the crime was motivated by 
race or religion and whether anyone incident is connected to Imy other. These protocols will 
remain in force as the Task Force integrates its work into the ~xisting structures of the Civil 
Rights Division, the United States Attorneys' offices, ATF arid the FBI. 

As· described in our First Year R<mort, once an investi~ation i~ opened, the NCATF 
compiles statistical information about the case in a unified database. In addition, the databases 
and computet systems of A TF and the FBI are used to track ab.d analyze evidence and to generate 
investig~tive.l~ad~. In ~ursui?g ~ese investigatio~, the ~I:calls.up<:n its expe~ence in 
conducting C1VlI nghts mvestigations, and A TF rehes on 1ts expertise m conductmg arson and 
explosives investigations. The NCATF also engages in traini~g among its constituent agencies: 
ATF experts train FBI agents and Department of Justice prosbcutorsregarding arson . 
investigation:;; Civil Rights Division prosecutors and FBI ex~erts train ATF agents regarding 
civil rights in.vestigations and prosecutions. 

The work of the Operations Team has been central to the extraordinary success ofthe 
NCATF. As described more fully below, the Task Force haslanalyzed its'two years of 
experience aIId has formulated "lesSons learned" or "best practices" to guide its work. We will 
continue to n~ly on these lessons as we move forward in our Jfforts to investigate and prosecute 
those who arl= responsible for these reprehensible crimes. 

c. Strengthening The Effort: Beyond New Laws and Additional Resources 

Congress has supported the efforts of the Task Force loughout its existence. . 
Particularly in the early days ofthe Task Force, Congress strimgthened Federal laws as necessary 
and provided, crucial resources for the Task Force's effort. 

At the time of the formation of the Task Force, Federal prosecutors relied on several 
statutes to prosecute arson cases. Among others, they had aJthority under the Anti~Arson Act of 
1982 to prosl=cute those who used fire to destroy property in~olved in interstate commerce 
(18 U.S.C. §844(i)). Under criminal civil rights statutes, they also had the authority to prosecute 
those who conspired to deprive persons oftheir civil rights ot desecrated religious property or a 
house ofwol'ship (18 U.S.C. §§ 241 and 247). 

On lilly 3, 1996, President Clinton signed the Churcn Arson Prevention Act of 1996, 
. I 

which granted federal prosecutors greater power in pursuing burnings and desecrations at houses 
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ofworship. Sponsored by Senators Lauch Faircloth (R-NC), iEdward M. Kennedy (D-MA), and 
-. by Congressmen Henry J. Hyde (R-IL) and John Conyers, It: (D-MI), the statute was passed 

unanimously by both Houses ofCongress . 

. The new law, which amended 18 U.S.C. § 247, enables federal prosecutors to file charges 
in racially motivated arsons without having to demonstrate th~t the incident affected interstate 
commerce. Prosecutors no longer are required to show that the resulting damage totaled S10,000 
or more. Also, prosecutors are able to seek sentences ofup td 20 years' imprisonment for arson. 

I 
In addition, ill August 1996, Congress provided more than S12 million to support ATF's role in 
the Task Forc:e until the end of that fiscal year. The next morith, Congress appropriated an 
additional $12million for A TF's role in the following fiscal ~ear. Additional funds for Task 
Force activities by the JUstice Department and the FBI also wre appropriated or reprogrammed. 

In addition to new laws and resources, the development ofprotocols to guide the 

investigatioUl) has significantly bolstered the work of the Task Force. The first task of the 

Operations T·eam was to bridge the diverse practices ofthe cdnstituent agencies by creating a 

working doclllDent to gUide efforts to coordinate and unify inreStigations. The protocols 

addressed the: formation of command posts, exchange of information, conduct ofwitness 

interviews, ptosecutorialstaffing and responsibilities, and th~ sensitivities ofinvestigations 

involving ministers and congregation members. . 


. Investigators also have been aided significantly by several databases and technologies. 
The Operations Team has access to a nationwide investigativ~ lead database maintained by ATF . 
that can identify, sort and track information from selected chkh arsons_ In addition, 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) computer technologyl is used as an investigative tool to 
identify trends and patterns in tabular data through the use oflmaps. Initially, the precise 
locations ofl'.louses ofworship are tracked in its database. Next, the system is manipulated to 
identify houses ofworship that are in close geographic proxuhlty to one another where crimes, 
both solved and unsolved, have occurred. Investigators look ~o see whether unsolved crimes 
against housc:s ofworship are rel~ted to solved crimes that hive been committed at a nearby 
religious institution that is located across a jurisdictional boubdary, such as a county or state 
border. 

D. Progress To Date 

1. Investigations 

We rule pleased to report that the nwnber of church arsons is down. We believe this . 
decrease is dille to a number of factors, including increased vi~lance, well publicized arrests, and 
proactive prevention efforts. Notwithstanding these results, ~e must remain vigilant. Church 
fires continUl~ to be reported. We continue aggressively to in~estigate these fires and prosecute 
those arrested. . 
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As of September 8, 1998, the NCATF has opened invpstigations into 670 arl)ons • 
... bombings or attempted bombings that have occurred at houses ofworship since January I, 1995. 

, I • 

We are pleas(!d to report that the number of church arsons is down. (See Appendix 1, Charts K 
and L reflecting the number ofnationwide church arsons, bOlf.tbings and attempted bombings; see 
Charts M and N reflecting the number of church arsons, bom~ings and attempted bombings in 
the South.) In addition t~ those investigations, Federal and stkte law enforcement and fIre 
officials have responded to 315 fIres which were determined to be caused accidentally and to 105 
fIres for which the cause remains undetermined. 

Ofthe 670 incidents that we have investigated, 225 have involved African American 
churches. 163 ofwhich are located in the southern United Sta~es. [See Appendix 1. Chart A; See 
Appendix 1, Charts B-J for a list ofchurch fIre investigations throughout the United States. Also 
see Appendix I, Charts K-N.] , '\ ' 

While the number of reported arsons at houses ofworship appears to have declined since 
the peak in JWle 1996, Federal authorities continue to receive teports of fIres. The NCATF 
continues to respond to all reports ofnew arsons and openS a ~ew investigation for every 
suspicious fue. The Task Force remains committed to expending the necessary time, resources 
and effort to s()lving these crimes, and prosecuting those who ~e responsible. 

2. Arrests 

The pai1nership among law enforcement agencies has p'roduced a significant number of 
I

state and Federal arrests. Between January I, 1995, and Septerpber 8, 1998, Federal, state and, ' 
local authoritie:s have arrested 308 defendants in connection with 230 of the 670 incidents that 
the Task Force has investigated. The 34% arrest rate is more ~an double the general arrest rate 
for arsons, which is approximately 16%, according to Justice rlepartment statistics. [See 
Appendix 1, Chart 0] 

Of the 308 persons arrested, 254 are white, 4.6 are African American. and eight are 
Hispanic. One hundred and nineteen people arrested were juvehltes. Ofthe 106, suspects ' 
arrested for ar8.)nS at African American churches, 68 are white.\ 37 are African American and one 
is Hispanic. Of the 197 suspects arrested for arsons at non-African American houses ofworship, 
181 are white, nine are African American. and seven are Hispaiuc. Five of the white suspects 

I 

were arrested' for arsons at both African American and non-African American churches. [See 
Appendix 1, Charts P-T.] As of September 8, 1998, there were 427 investigations in which 
arrests had not yet been made. 

2~. Convictions 

Between January 1, 1995. and September 8, 1998, Federal, state and local prosecutors 
successfully obtained convictions of235 defendants in connectibn with 173 arsons or bombings 
ofhouses ofworship. [See Appendix 2 for a list of incidents inlwhich a conviction has been 
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obtained.] 1l1ese successes include the first convictions under provisions ofthe Church Arson 
-. Prevention Act of 1996. Of the 61 defendants who have beed convicted ofFederal charges, 29 

I 

defendants were convicted ofhate crimes arising from 24 inc~dents. Another four defendants 
I 

were convict(:d .of, or were allowed to plead guilty to, less~r Ficderal charg.es .in cases in which 
hate-based motives were alleged. Of 171 defendantscoDVlcted of state cnmmal charges, 25 
defendants wl~re convicted for 13 incidents connected to hate brime motives. 

In stiH other cases, state prosecutions have been initiatl in consultation with Federal 
I 

prosecutors ot investigators. The NCATF actively monitors these prosecutions to ensure that 
any Federal interest is vindicated and to ensure that accurate nrl-onnation is compiled regarding 
law enforcement's response to attacks OD houses ofworship. 

D. HELJ·ING TO REBUILD 

A. Coordioatiog the Rebuilding Effort 

The Department ofHousing and Urban Development continues to work in partnership 
with the National Council ofChurches and the Congress ofNitional Black Churches under its 
National Rebu~lding Initiative (NRI) to provide financial and ~ther support for the rebuilding of 
burned churches. Such work is being coordinated by and accomplished with Habitat for 
Hwnanity, local financial institutions and many other organizations. Together, these groups h~ve 
worked diligently to assess the overall damage caused by churth arsons and have targeted 
resources for a.ffected houses ofworship. 

Resources available through this rebuilding coalition include grants, low interest 
guaranteed loans, materials and in-kind donations, pro bono le~al services, architectural design 
services, assistance with insurance, and volunteers. As stated ih our First Year Report, the 
resources have come from a wide array ofparticipants who ha~e responded to the arsons, 
including volunteer and religious organizations such as Habitat for Humanity, Christmas in 
April, Mennonite Disaster Services, United Methodist's VOluntbers in Mission, Washington 
Quaker Work Camps, Promise Keepers, and organiZed construbtion·volunteers. 

Further, the American Institute ofArchitects provided ~olunteer architectural design 
services; the AFL-CIO and other unions organized union consttuctionworkers; the Lawyers 

I 

Committee for Civil Rights Under Law organized private law finns to provide pro bono legal 
services; and the Enterprise Foundation worked with a coalitiorl of foundations to contribute 
financial resources to the rebuilding effort. 

Through the NRI collaborative efforts. 45 churches have been rebuilt and another 67 are 
I 

under construction. The partners have fully assessed 233 churches, with another 36 affected 
churches scheduled to be fully reviewed. Another 16 rebuilt chiu-ches have been assisted in 
refinancing. . 
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B. 	 StrengtheDing Resource. to Help RebuUd I

/	 !
I 

... Working with President Clinton, Congress enacted le~Slation that authorized a HUD i 
loan guarant(!e program that can be used for rebuilding house,~ ofworship. The Church Arson I 
Prevention Act of 1996 made HUD responsible for administering a $10 million Federal Loan II 
Guarantee Fund to assist with the rebuilding ofhouses ofwobhip and buildings of other .i 
non-profit organizations that have been damaged or destroydd by acts of arson or terrorism. I 
Secretary Cuomo has worked throughout the country to enc~urage public-private partnerships in I 
the rebuilding effort.. I . I 

The: combined efforts ofthe NRI have permitted nufuerous congregations to return to I 
their p lace!; ofworship, and again become the center ofthe!social, spiritual, and inspirational life I 
of their respective communities. For churches, the NRI ~ts, loan guarantees, technical I 
assistance and other.resourceshave helped to: I I '. 

" I 	 II 1. 	 bridge the financial gap to make rebuildin~ possible; I 

2. 	 serve, in some instances, as last resort finakcing to complete the rebuilding I 
Process; I I 

I 	 I 
3. 	 assist a congregation in saving $178,500 6ver the term of a 20-year bank loan ,I 

guaranteed by HUD by reducing through '~efinancing the interest expense on the . I 
loan by 275 basis points (2.75%); I . i 

I I 
4. 	 assist a recipient of an average guarant~ loan of$266,OOO to save from $39,000, '!. 

to $59,000 over the life ofa 20-year guafanteed loan where the interest rate on/ 
such a loan is 100 to 150 basis points below the Wall Street Journal prime rate, a ! 
rate below which many banks are hard ~ressed to make loans for rebuilding / 
purposes. I II I I

As ofMay 26,1998, a total ofSl,868,OOO in 16an guarantee commitments were made to /' 

seven different churches that requested help. These churches include: Emmanuel Ch~ch 


I 
(Dectltur, AL); Second New Light OFW Baptist (Bridgeport, CT); New Birth Temple COGIC II 

(Shreveport, LA); Greater Mt. Zion Tabernacle (poriJmouth, VA); New Harvest Baptist (Town i 


ofComwaIl, NY); Bethel AME (Monroeville, PA); ahd Southtowns Christian Center (Lakeview,! 


NY). . 	 II 

C. 	 Reaching Out to CommuDities I 	 I 
Throughout the past two years, church arson investigators and prosecutors have gone ! 

beyond their traditional enforcement roles and in mby instances have joined with senior I 
government officials to visit and talk with affected bommunities. 	 I 
. 	 I I 

I· 	 I 

I 	 .I 
9 1 	 / 

I 

I 
I 

I 
/ i 

I 	 I 



• 	 Numerous conferences, panels, seminars, town hall meetings and workshops have been 
held around the country to explore the many issues sutrounding incidents ofchurch arson, 
and in many cases, related hate crimes. Open dialogubs with religious and community 
organizations have resulted in greater understanding ~ong the participants, more 
effective enforcement and progress on the road to healing. These discussions deepen the 
understanding between the church, colll11!unity m~ and law enforcement 

• 	 The Congress ofNational Black Churches, the Anti-gefamation League, the National 
Counc;il ofChurches, the National Coalition ofBurnetl Churches, the National 
Assodation for the Advancement of Colored People, bd the Southern Christian 
Lead€:rship Conference are just some of the national ttroups that have assisted law 
enforcement in: its overall response to attacks on housbs ofworship. The private-public 
partnc::rship is continuing to identify other areas wher~ help can be provided. . 

. 	 . . I . 
• 	 Law I~nforcement personnel and CRS conciliators have helped congregations establish 

Chun;h Watch Programs, which help bond the churcti and local community with law 
. 	 I 

enforcement and fire personnel to prevent attacks and establish relationships in the event 
futtm~ attacks occur. An example ofa successful chkh Watch Program is the Louisiana 
Magnolia State Police Officers Association's prograxh. 

• 	 Over one million copies of the Church Threat AssesLent Guide and Bomb Threats and 
Physical Security Planning publications produced b~ ATF in partnership with FEMA, 
Trea'iury, the Justice Department and the FBI have been distributed to congregations. 
ATF and FBI Field Offices throughout the country ak conducting outreach and training 
initi~ltives. Victim-witness coordinators for the agedcies and for the United States 
Atto:rneys' offices also are assisting as needed to hel~ victim congregations. 

• 	 The CRS plays a key role in the work ofthe Task FJce. CRS continues to provide 
, 	 I 

conflict prevention and resolution assistance to local officials, law enforcement 
authorities, clergy and other leaders in some 17 statcis. Law enforcement personnel 
worked with CRS in six statewide arson prevention bOnferences and with the Office of 
Victims ofCrime for a conference in Columbia, So4th Carolina focusing on the youth 
wh()· are members of the congregations whose churches were burned. 

Through these efforts, racial distrust and POlarizatiol are reduced, new partnerships 

between police and minority groups are developed, and traihing for law enforcement and 

community· organizations is put into place. These efforts h~lp to ensure good communication 

and cooper,ation between the Task Force and local ministerk in troubled communities -- an 

important 'factor contributing to the Task Force's success. ' 


COllsistent connections to the community will be maintaine<\ through the Hate Crimes 
Working Groups and Church Arson Task Forces which ha~e been fonned in the United States 
Attorneys' offices at the direction of the Attorney General. 
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HI. PRE' VENTING ARSONS 

Coordinating Prevention Efforts 

Whenl President Clinton established the Task Force, he asked the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to lead a National Arson Prevention Initiative (NAPI or the Initiative). 
Sinc~ its crea~on on June 19, 1996, the Initiative has f~cusedlon identifying and coordinating 
pubhc and prIvate sector resources to support commumty-based efforts to prevent arson. 

The NAPI bas emphasized creating coalitions, leVera~ng resourCes and providing 
comnnmities with the tools they need to prevent church arson's. Over 300 'organizations have 
partnered with FEMA as part of the NAPI. The NAPI now hlcludes agencies and departments 
from across Fiedera1, state and local governments, the private kector, national fire service and law 
enforcement :associations, church and community groups and education and crime prevention 
organizations. . 

In June 1996, FEMA established a Clearinghouse to provide public education materials 
and to coordio.ate technical assistance requests from communities. The Clearinghouse is 
accessible by a toll-free number (1-888-603-3100) or through\FEMA's web site (wwWfema.gov). 
Materials distributed through the Clearinghouse include church and other structure threat 
assessment aM fire safety documents. juvenile firesetter inteJ.ention lm:>chures, public education 
materials and community organizing and coalition building ~dance. The Clearinghouse also 
.distributed ffiI~re than 3,000 copies ofthe Aegis and Telly aw.kd-winning videotape "Fighting 
Church Arson," which outlines steps congregations can take tt. prevent a tragic fire in their own 
houses ofworship. Local. regional and national television br6adcasts of the videotape further 
disseminated the message. 

The Clearinghouse has reached over 1.5 million indiviC1ua1s, organizations and 
. I 

communities with arson awareness and prevention materials. \Working with the National Council 
of Churches. the Congress ofNational Black Churches and other members of the faith 
community. thousands ofhouses ofworship have been reache~.with arson prevention pamphlets, 
brochures and other materials providing educational or technibal support. 

I 

B. Strengthening Preventio~ Resources 

. 1. Training, technical assistance and gr~nts 

In an f:ffort to help communities prevent future arsons,\the Federal Government provided 
additional reSl)urces. For instance, as reported in our First Year Report, with Congress' 
authoriZation the Justice Department's Bureau ofJustice Assi~tance awarded $3 million in grants 
to counties from 13 states to intensify their enforcement and sfuveillance efforts around 

I 
vulnerable houses ofworship. Grants were awarded in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana,.Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas 
and Virginia. . . 
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, . In Fiscal Year 1996, FEMA awarded $774,000 in ~ grants to states to enharu:e the 

delivery of state and local arson investigations, prevention an~ training. Each state received a 
-. minimum award of$12,000, with targeted high-risk states inithe Southeast receiving a total 

. award of $25,000. In Fiscal Year 1997, FEMA again awarded $12,000 to each state to support 
statewide anion prevention programs and priorities. Over twb fiscal years, FEMA has provided 
over $20,000 to each ofits four pilot arson prevention co~unities. Further, in Fiscal Year 
1998, FEMA is awarding $15,000 to an additional 15 conunhnities to expand the coalition 
building program. I 

2. Prevention education 

Among its many prevention and education efforts, in May 1997 and May 1998, FEMA 
sponsored National Arson Awareness ,Week in cooperation lwith other partners in ~eNAPI. 
"Target Arson," the national public education campaign 'that has surrounded each week, 
encourages communities to become more involved in prevclnting arsons. 

Events and activities were hosted in nearly every sttte. Some 150 cities participated in 
. the 1998 National Arson Awareness Week. The model ~grams developed by the four arson 
pilot cities: of 1997 (Nashville, Tennessee, Charlotte, No~ Carolina, Macon, Georgia, and Utica, 
New York:) became the impetus for many other communit~es to participate in events during the 
National Arson Awareness Week. . I 

President Clinton issued a National Arson Awareness Week Proclamation in 1998, stating 
that: I 

All arsons are not hate crimes, but all are Jateful crimes. Whether destroying a 
life, abusiness, a home, a place ofworship, or a national park, arson robs society 
ofsomething that is precious and meaningful. . 

I 
As part ofNational Arson Awareness Week, the national partners sponsored a national 

on-line "chat" session with fifth grade students to discus~ arson and fire prevention. Mayors and 
governors issued proclamations and Federal officials paz!ticipated with state and local leaders in 
events o,ver the course of the week. Arson prevention adtivities that took place around the ( 
country included the following: unsolved arson cases wch-e publicized in an effort to gain new 
leads; demonstration building board-ups and demolition's were conducted; facility arson risk 
assessments were conducted; and fire drills and other adtivities focusing on schools were held. , . 'I' . . 

The NCATF continues to work closely with FEMA, the Bureau of Justice Assistance, the 
National Sheriffs' Association and Southern governors ~o address arson prevention at the 

I . 

grassroots level. The four pilot communities - - Nashville. Tennessee, Charlotte, North Carolina, 
Macon, Georgia, and Utica, New York - - have becom~ a strong part of the successful national 

I 

community partnership focused on arson prevention. ~ach ofthese communities, and many 
others that followed their lead, embarked upon buil110Cal arson prevention coalitions using 
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varied leaden;hip, resources, outreach approaches and a great deal ofcreativity. Each community 
received $10,000 in seed money. This sum was leveraged ana compourtded many times over in 

.... the pilot cities. ' 

These: pilot programs have led to marked reductions in each community's arson rate and 

, have become models for the nation in addressing a wide rangb ofsocial and economic' issues. 


, ! ' 

While much Iremains to be accomplished, we are proud to ~ort that our efforts in response to 
the President's charge to establish an effective and community-based arson prevention effort 

, I 

have been su.:;cessful. 

IV. RECONCILIATION 

A. ReaC~ng Out to tbe Affected COmmUDities, 

As reported in our First Year Report. without the confidence and cooperationot: the 
congregations whose houses of worship burned, many ofthe~e investigations, which were 
difficult at the outset, would have been destined to fail. Facea with criticism of law enforcement 
from some c()ngregations, the NCATF took steps early on to ensure solid, working relationships 
between law enforcement and the affected communities. 

President Clinton, Vice President Gore, Secretary of the Treasury Rubin and Attorney 
, ! 

General Reno have helped reach out to the affected communfties. They have spoken out 
forcefully on the commitment ofthe Federal Government to Solve these arsons and have met 
with ministets from the burned churches. 

In June 1996, President Clinton traveled to the site of a burned African American church 
in Greeleyville, South Carolina, to help dedicate a' new churdh. Later that month, he organized 
an interfaith breakfast where he called on leaders ofall faithJ to open discussions to resolve our 

! 

Nation's racial and religious divisions. In August 1996, the President and Vice President and 
theirfamilie:; traveled to Fruitland, Tennessee, to help rebuil~ a church that had been destroyed. 

, , I 
The Pr~sident also convened a meeting ofg~vemors ;from affected states, who have 

worked hard to marshal resources in their states to help investigate arsons, prevent future arsons, 
and rebuild burned houses of worship. He also acknowledgJd the work ofmany groups which 
responded to these incidents, including the National Council! ofChurches, the Anti-Defamation 
League, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, the National Association of 
Evangelicals, and the National Association for the Advancexb.ent ofColored People. 

I ' 
In ad.dition to meeting with representatives from the~e groups and the Congressional 

Black Caucus, the leadership of the Task Force has visited churches in the South to reinforce the 
I 

. Task Force's. commitment to these investigations, view the devastation these arsons have 
, wrought, and help bridge the racial divide in communities iliat have been polarized by arsons. 
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B. 	 Dispatching ConDict Resolution Experts 

The Community Relations Service has been an imp0r;tant partner in Task Force outreach 
efforts. Commct resolution experts from CRS have worked directly with many local 
communities to promote multiracial cooperation in the consttuction ofhouses ofworship, and to 
provide techirical assistance in ways that bring together law enforcement agencies and minority 
neighborhoods.. \.. 

. In 1997-1998 as part of its community building missi~m, CRS co-sponsored six state
wide cOnferences on arson prevention. The conferences rais~ awareness of racial and other 
factors which lead up to churcheS being burned. In addition,ICRS has worked to develop local 
dialogue mec":hanisms to help ensure that racial disputes will be addressed by the community 
before they h;md to a crisis. 

The NCATF developed, with the help of CRS, a "Best PraCtices" guide for conducting . 
community olutreach activities. These "Best Practices" inc1u~e four lessons for best developing 
an effective response to church burnings and other incidents that may have racial origins: . 

• 	 First, assembling a group of seasoned professionals lOWledgeable in a variety ofsubject 
areas is key to CRS's ability to assist communities in\the aftermath of church burnings. 

• 	 Second, extensive information-sharing and expeditious pooling of resources among 

vari01lS agencies involved has been essential to the T~k Force's success. 


• 	 Third. developing local mechanisms to continue diallgue in the aftermath of a church . 
bumin.g helps ensure that problems will be addressedlin the community before they lead. 
to another ct;isis. !. 

• 	 Fourth, a well-designed conference format at the statLwide level can provide a 
constructive forum in which members of affected corfununities can discuss their points of 
frustration. 

V. 	 LESSONS LEARNED 

Over the past two years, the Task Force has sought tOI d~termine the most effective ways 
to investigat(~and prosecute arsons at houses ofworship. We have identified several factors 
which undedie the success ofthe Operations Team and the l<kat task forces. They include: 

1. 	 Strong message from leadership 

. A strong and persistent message from President Clinton, Vice President Gore, Secretary 
Rubin, and Attorney General Reno highlighted the importanJe offighting the battle against 
arsons at houses ofworship. A clear statement ofmission add guiding principles - from the 
highest level:; - provided focus for the Task Force and field personnel. 
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2. Strong mission oversight 

-... Exercise ofmission oversight at the national level bigl:jlights the need for accountability. 
At the outset, FBI Director Freeh and'ATF Director Magaw nbtified their respective agents of 
agency leadership's commitment to the investigation and arre~t of those responsible for arsons, 
bombings, and attempted bombings at America's houses ofwprsbip. This high level of .. 
commitment promotes adherence to "the Task Force's missionl Ongoing direction and 
troubleshootulg take place through the Operations Working Group, which consists ofone 
representativ€: from each ofthe Operations Team's Federal cobponents: Civil Rights Division,· 
FBI, A TF and the United States Attorneys' offices. . 

3. Joint leadership 

Co-chairing of the Task Force by the Treasury and Justice Departments signaled the 
. . I 

importance of a joint investigative and prosecutorial effort. 1jhe demonstration ofshared 
commitment and responsibility at the Task Force's top level sets the tone for cooperative 
relationships at the working level and ensures shared recognition for mission accomplishments. 

4. Development and use of protocols 

Early on: the ~era~ons ~orking Group dr~ed the 1jJC~TF scope an~ protoco~~. ~ese 
documents provlde bnght lme gUIdance for convergmg the pt;aCtices of four dlverse entities mto 
a unified and focused response. The Task Force protocols al~ow NCATF prosecutors and agents 
sufficient flexibility to pursue their assigned cases both creatively and responsibly, though under 
the common umbrella ofnational enforcement. The Task Fot-ee's protocols, moreover; are 
adaptable. For example, the investigative protocol relied updn by ATF and the FBI provided a 
model for thc~ conduct of the investigation of the Atlanta botrlbings. .. 

5.. Centralized, co-located Tasl{. Force· 

A centralized, co-located Task Force aided in the development of important working 
relationships. Task Force personnel were able to develop anlappreciation for the work done by 
their colleagues from other agencies and organizational units. The centralized Task Force 
facilitated df~finition and analysis of the "bigger picture" on 6hurch arsons based upon 
infonnation reported from the field . 

. 6. Coordlnatlon.between inveStIgaton and P1osecuton . 

Case:s handled by the Task Force benefit from early and continuous coordination between' 
investigatom and prosecutors. The Task Force's team approkch facilitates the development of 
church arson cases. The liaison between prosecutors andm~estigators. for example, helps 
sensitize ATF agents to the need to look for evidence concetrung the arsonists' racial motivation. 
This type ofcoordination and information-sharing has been ~ critical component of the success 
ofthe Task Force. 
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7. Reliance upon established chains of commapd 

..,. The Task Force did not establish its own chain ofcoland. Rather, it uses established 
. agency chain.s ofcommand to carry forward its operational abd policy recommendations. 
Interagency (~onflicts are reduced and directives are more eff~ctive because the Task Force relies 
on agency cbains ofcommand to communicate feedback ~d direCtion to FBI and ATF agents, 
civil rights prosecutors and U.S. Attorneys. 

8. Consistent communication 

Regular meetings, led by the Task Force co-chairs, of representatives of all Task Force 
partner agencies, encourage the timely sharing of important ~fonnation across organizational 
boundaries and enable the Task Force to anticipate issues before they become serious. Meetings 
ofthe Task Force's 9Perations Group further enabled the Cirl Rights Division, ATF, the FBI, 
and the Execmtive Office ofUnited States Attorneys to identify and discuss problems, which are 

I . 

then communicated up the relevant chains ofcommand and down the chains to the field agents 
and prosecutors. 

9. The benefits of cross-training 

Cross-training enables ATF and the FBI as well as ~e prosecutors to better understand 
the resources and capabilities offered by each. In addition, the cross-fertilization of ideas . 

I 

fostered by the Task Force's team approach to problem solving results in stronger working 
relationships between ATF, the FBI, the Community Relatiqns Service, Civil Rights Division 
attorneys and United States Attorneys. As a consequence ofthe Task Force experience, in 
pursuing its other missions, ATF now more readily calls up~n the resources offered by CRS. In 
addition, ATF provides prosecutors with improved insights into its investigative strategy, thus 
enabling th~: attorneys and ATF agents to work together eveh more effectively. 

10. Community outreach 

The Task Force co-chairs, prosecutors from the Civil Rights Division and United States 
Attorneys' I)ffices and investigators from the agencies freq~ently participate in public meetings, 
panels and conferences concerning church arsons. First hand dialogue~ and sometimes, debate, 
deepens the understanding between the church and the cominunity members and law 
enforcement. , 

As noted above, the Justice Department's Community Relations Service plays a key role I 
in the work ofthe Task Force. CRS provides conflict prev~tion and resolution assistance to . 
local officials. law enforcement authorities, clergy, and other leaders in affected areas. The 
efforts ofeRS help ensure good communication and coopetation between the Task Force and 
local ministers in troubled co~unities: an important factok contributing to the Task Force's 
success. 
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11. Community-based arson prevention efforts 

--. As the direct result of the attention engendered by the church fires mthe South, 
l

communities across the nation have embraced arson preventipn efforts. Increased surveillance of 
vulnerable fa1cilities, the formation ofneighborhood watch grpups, an emphasis on education 
programs for children, and safety and security assessments ofhouses of worship characterize the 
prevention activities that have occurred in states throughout the country. Communities have 
come together to reinforce and support their fire and law enfJrcement departments. They have 
recognized that the full community must be engaged in orde~ to prevent the next fire. What has 
emerged from the tragedies of the church burnings is that pre~ention does work. We have 
learned a great lesson about partnership in that governments at all levels, the private sector and 
individual citizens must be involved. Efforts in communitie~ have made and will continue to 
make an impact on arson rates and preventing the problem iJ the future. 

VI. 	 THE FUTuRE: A PERMANENT MECHANISMIFOR INVESTIGATING AND 

. PRO:SECUTING CHURCH ARSONS . I . . 
The 1,!ssons the Task Force has learned over the past two years will be applied as the 

investigative and prosecutorial work of the Task Force is intJgrated into the existing structures of 
the Justice Department, ATF, the FBI and United States Attdmeys' offices throughout the 
country. Building upon these lessons learned, the Task Forc~ will make permanent its priority 
commitment to investigation and prosecution ofarsons at hOhses ofworship. 

. 	 I 

The Federal Government has reaffirmed its ongoing Jommitment to expending the time, 
resources and effort necessary to solve these crimes and pro~ecute those who are responsible by 
creating a more permanent institutional approach to the handj1ing ofthese cases. This Fall, the 
Task Force lodged responsibility for Federal prosecution in the Criminal Section of the Civil 
Rights Division, the existing structure within the Justice Oedartrnent that has jurisdiction over 
church arson and other F edera1 criminal civil rights cases. 

Key members of the curr~t Operations Team joined the Criminal Section, which 
handles the investigation and prosecution ofchurch arson cases. The United States Attorneys' 
offices and state and local authorities also continue to investigate and prosecute the arsons of 
houses ofworship. State authorities continue to handle a si~ficant number of the church arson 
cases. 

Thes,:;: investigations and prosecutions continue to be coordinated with and draw upon the 
expertise and resources of the Task Force's partners, including ATF and the FBI. ATF has 
created pemlanent supervisory staffpositions devoted solel~ to supervising the field 
investigations ofchurch arsons as well as statistical maintenance and analysis. The FBI has 
placed its supervisory agents for church arsons within its n~ Hate Crimes Unit. CRS's regional 
offices assuined responsibility for the work ofthe CRS Chutch Burning Response Team. 
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· In addition, the Attorney General's guidelines and the NCATF-developed protocols for 
... thejoint handling of investigations and prosecutions continu~ to be utilized. The coordination 

among Federal, state and local agencies continues through thb Hate Crimes Working Groups 
based in each ofthe United States Attorneys' offices, with assistance as needed from the Civil 
Rights Division. 

Finally, the regular meetings of the Task Force co-chairs and high-level representatives 
from each of the Federal agencies, including the Departmentlof Justice's Civil Rights Division 
and Commuinty Relations Service, the Treasury Department, the FBI, ATF, FEMA and HUD, 
continue to be held as a means of sharing information about programs and progress. It is through 
these permailent mechanisms and institutions that church arsbns continue to be investigated and 
prosecuted as a priority of the Federal Government. " , . 

Vll. CONFIRMiNG OUR PRELIMlNARY CONCLUSIONS 

I 
As noted above, 670 fires have been reported to the 'Fask Force since it began its work in 

1996. These: are serious crimes with devastating consequendes for the people and communities 
'affected. In some instances, the history of the community wb destroyed, including records of 
births, bapti~i1ns, marriages and deaths. 

Federal authorities continue to investigate open cases and to prosecute the individuals 
who are indicted for these crimes. Although our work is ongoing, the evidence continues to ' 
support the prelinllnary conclusions set forth in our First Year Re.port. As we observed last year, 
these conclusions are based only on cases in which we'have ~ccessfully brought and prosecuted 
criminal charges. 

A. Motives 

The arsons at African American churches raised signjficant fears about an increase in 
racially motivated crimes. The NCATF has recognized that) to the greatest extent possible, it is 
important to determine the motives underlying the attacks o~ houses of worship. However, it can 
be difficult to establish motives conclusively. 

Among the racially motivated church arsons so far solved through convictions, two 
church arSOIlS have been directly linked to,Ku Klux Klan mJrnbers.Evidence concerning a 
separate incident of two church arsons included information Ithat some of the arsonists had· 
attended a 1(u Klux Klan rally two days before the arson. The remaining racially motivated 
church arsons for which there have been convictions do not ~ppear to have direct connections to ' 

I ' 

readily idenltified hate groups, but rather are the acts of small groups ofindividuals or ofarsonists 
acting alone. . 
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Then: have been convictions for racially or religiously motivated attacks on houses of 
worship in Alabama, Florida, Illinois, Louisiana, Mississippil Nevada, North Carolina, South 

__ Carolina, Tennessee and Texas. 

As reflected by the list ofconvictions attached as Appendix 2, the arsons -- at both 
African American imd other houses ofworship - were motivated by multiple factors, including 
racism and I'I~ligious hatred. Arsonists have bmned churchesi for other reasons, includ~g 
opportunistic: and random vandalism. pyromania, mental health disturbances. feuding with 
ministers, retribution against religious authorities, parking o~ neighborhood disputes, covering up 
ofburglaries, andfinancial profit. In some cases. the arsonists claimed they believed the church 
to be an abaIldoned building. 

However, when actual or perceiVed racial hatred has $Parked the arson of a church, the 
crime is eVell more egregious. In the African American combunity. the church historically has 
been a primary community institution. It was the only insti~tion that was pennitted during the 
years of slavery. It was the institution that enabled p~~ple t9 ~~d. It ha:> .been the institutio~ t.hat 
fOIIiled the backbone for a tremendous amount ofpolitlcal ac;tiVlsm. Cntlcal events of the CIvIl 
rights movement; such as the Montgomery bus boycott. had their genesis in the church: Many 
leaders within the African American conununity grew up in the church or remain ministers ofthe 
church. So, for the African American community. it was de~idedly disturbing to see the number 
ofchurches being burned. 

The arson of a. house ofworship always causes sign.U;icant anguish in any community~ 
whether large or small, black or white. Our government mukt never stop responding to these 
crimes; we tnust help ensure that people can live and worshi~ in peace. 

B. Conspiracy 

As rc~orted in the First Year Report to the President, the Task Force has brought 
conspiracy c:harges in a number ofcases relating to fires linked by common defendants. The 
conspiracies alleged have tended to be confined to the small Igeographic areas where the specific 
arsons connected to the conspiracies have occurred. The cases closed and the charges that have 

I
been filed to date do not support the theory that these fires were the product of a broad or 

. I 

nationwide .;::onspiracy. Nonetheless, investigators remain alert to evidence that broader 
. conspiracies may have been responsible for some ofthese ttl-es. 

C. Hate Group Involvement 

. Alth.ough there have been some cases in which members and former members ofhate .. 
groups, such as the Ku Klux Klan, have been convicted for bons at houses ofworship, most of 

Ithe defendants were not found to be members ofhate groups. However, prosecutors are not 
required to prove that a defendant belongs to a hate group hi order to obtain a conviction in a 

I 

civil rights prosecution. In such cases. prosecutors need only show that the defendant was 
motivated, at least in part, by race. religion, national origin br color. 
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. CONCLUSION 

.... .' We ha.ve seen how law enforcement can work together to produce tremendous successes. 
We have seen how government agencies and private groups ck work together to help rebuild a 
house ofwou:hip and to prevent future arsons from occurringJ And we have seen how 

I 

Americans from all walks of life can come together as one. We are committed to building on the 
progress we have seen to date and to eliminating the division~ within our society. The Federal 
effort to pros(!cute the arsonists, rebuild the burned houses of~orship, prevent more fires and 
heal racial divides continues. There is more work to be done. We are committed to seeing the 
task compleU:d. 
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Management Agency and the Community Relations Service. 
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APPENDIX 2 




NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE 

• 
P. O . .Box 65798 
Washington. D,C. 20530 

CONVIClrIONS FOR VIOLENCE AGAINST HOUSES 
I 

\.
OF WORSHIP 

REPORTED SINCE JANUARY 1995 
(AS OF SEPTEMBER 8, 1998) 

ARSONS AND BOMBINGS 

ALABAMA 

1. Greater Saint Joseph Baptist Church (Baldwin) (Southern District) 
2. Tate Cha'pel AME Church (BaDdwin) (Soutbern Distrift) - On the night of June 30, 1997, . 
there was an arson at Greater Saint Joseph Baptist Church and an attempted arson at the nearby 
Tate Chapel AME Church.. Both congregations were Africarl American. The Greater Saint 
Joseph Baptist Church was totally destroyed by the fire. Regarding the arson at the Greater Saint 
Joseph Baptist Church. a jury found two 18-year..old Caucasian adults. one male and one female, 
guilty of 18 U.S.c. §371 (conspiracy to commit an arson). These two defendants were sentenced 

I 
to 41 months of imprisonment and ordered to perfonn 300 hours of community service. Another 
18-year-old Caucasian male was found guilty ofviolating on~ count of 18 U.S.C. §844(i) and , 
one count of 18 U.S.C. §844(hXl). He was sentenced to 15 ~ears ofimprisonment. The fourth 
defendant, an 18-year..old Caucasian male, pled guilty to violations of 18 U.S.C. §844(i) and 18 . 
U.S.C. §247 (civil rights violation). He was sentenced to 60 !months of imprisonment, three . 
years of supemsed release, 300 hours of community service and ordered to pay restitution. 
Regaiding th.e attempted arson at Tate Chapel, a 19-year-old Caucasian male pled guilty to one 
count of 18 U.S.C. §844(i). He was sentenced to 46 months lof imprisonment, tJu'ee years of 
supervised r(~lease, 300 hours of community service, and ordered to pay $100 in restitution. One 
of the 18-year-old Caucasian males found guilty of arson oftbe Greater Saint Joseph Baptist 

I 

Church was also convicted ofone cOWlt of 18 U.S.C. §844(i) in connection with the Tate Chapel 
AME church. All of the co-defendants were ordered to jointly pay $96,846 in restitution. Some" 
ofthe defendants attended a Ku Klux Klan rally two days be'fore the arsons. One yelled a racial . 
epithet. 

3. Born Ag:ain Churcb of Christ (Heflin) (Nortbern District) - On November 14, 1996, a 
cross was blirned at this African American church. GasolinJ was poured onto two wooden 
beams arranged in the shape of a cross and then ignited at thb front doorway of the church. 
Three CaucalSian defendants, aged 26, 22, and 18, pled guil~ in federal court to violating 18 
U.S.C. §241 (civil rights conspiracy). They were sentenced 'to 18 months, 15 months, and 24 



. months ofinlprisonment, respectively. In addition, all were 1entenced to three years' supervised 
-'1t release, fined $500, and ordered to pay restitution of$2,14S.\ 

. . . i 

4. Isabella Baptist Church (Tyler) (Southern District) - On July 22, 1996, this African 
American church was burned. The defendant, a 48-year-old !African American male, was 
convicted on state arson charges and sentenced to three yead' imprisonment, all ofwhich were 
suspended, and three ye~s' probation. He said he started th~·frre in retaliation for a church 
member's support of an individual who had admitted to burnmg another church. 

S. First United Methodist (Hartselle) (Northern District) 1- On May 9, 1996, two Caucasian 
juveniles, aged 12 and 14, were playing in the basement oftrus Caucasian church and ignited a 
piece ofpapc~ on a "dare." They were convicted and sentended on state charges. . 

6. Ash bank. Freewill Baptist Church (Nauvoo) (Northej District) - On May 6, 1996, this 
Caucasian church was damaged by fire. The defendant, a 58ryear-old Caucasian male, started 
the fire with paper. He said he was angry because he was no~ allowed to preach i,n the church. 
He was sent(mced in state court to 30 years of imprisonment 'and ordered to pay restitution. 

7. New Liberty Baptist Church (Tyler) (Southern DiStricl) - On February 28, 1996, this 
African American church was burned. A 20-year-old CaucJian male, a volunteer firefighter, 
pled guilty and was sentenced under the state Youthful Offerider Act. He received probation at 
the request of the victims. He said that just before the fire, hb was thinking about .problems at the 
fire department and about an incident with an African Ameriban p~on at school. 

. I 

8. Faith Whole Truth Holiness (pennington) (Southern District) - On October 31, 1995, this 
African Am(:rican. church was damaged by fire and vandalizckt. The fire was started when a hag 
was set aganlst the interior wall of the church and set on fireJ A 2()..year-old Caucasian male and 
a IS-year-old Caucasian male pled guilty to state charges. The defendant was given a three year 
suspended s<~ntence and the juvenile was sentenced to a juvetule boot camp. The defendant has 
since violated his probation and is imprisoned. 

ARKANSA~ 

9. Universal Church of God (ShirDey) (Eastern District) i In May 1995, the Christian Day 
School openlted by the Univ~al Church ofGod was burned. The defendant, a 24-year old 

I 

Caucasian male, pled guilty in federal court to one count of 18 U.s.C. §844(i) and one count of 
18 U.S.C. §241. Sentencing is pending.· I·· 

I 
10. Freedolda Missionary Baptist Church (Little Rock) ~astern District) - On September 
26, 1996, this African American church was burned. The dakag~ estimate was $250,000. The 
defendant, a 29-year-old Caucasian male, confessed to settink the fire. The defendant, a 

. volunteer fireman, said ~t he set the fire because he wanted to become a full-time fire~an and 
thought that his "discovery" of the fire would be beneficial tit his employment efforts. The 
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, defendant plIed guilty in federal court to 18 U.S.C. §844{i). He was sentenced to two years' 
... incarceration and three years' supervised release, ordered to pay $23,500 in restitution, and 

ordered to uIldergo mental health counseling,' I 

ARIZONA 

11. Gospel Center NondenomiDational Church and School (Phoenix) w On December 22, 
1996, this Caucasian church was burned: A 24-year-old HisPanic male was arrested by 10c;U 
police after fleeing the scene on foot. The defendant pled "~lty, but insane" in state court. At 
sentencing, tlle defendant was declared insane by the courtarl.d was committed to the Arizona 
State Hospit~u. Restitution was ordered in the total amount 0[$234,071 with payment to 
commence 4:5 Oays after the defendant's release from the meital institution. ' 

12. Our Lady of Guadalupe Chapel (Yuma) 
13. Union Ba,Ptist Church (Yuma) - On September 30, 199\6, and October 1,1996, these two 
churches were burned. Our Lady ofGuadalupe Chapel has a Hispanic congregation and Union 
Baptist Chun~h has an A1Hcan American congregation. Our Lady of Guadalupe Chapel waS ' 
completely d1estroyed. The defendant, a 25-year-old caucasik male, confessed to'starting both ' 

I, 

fires. He said the fires were set to cover up evidence ofburglaries. The damage to Union Baptist 
Church was €::stimated to be $60,000. He pled guilty to state .u-son charges and was sentenced to 
eight years' imprisonment on two counts ofarson, to run conturrently, and nine years' 
imprisonment for trafficking in stolen property. 

CALIFORNlA 

14. Trinity Baptist Church (Downey) (Central District) - On October 22, 1997, this 
I 

interracial church was damaged by fire. The defendant, an IS-year-old Caucasian male, pled 

guilty to state' arson charges and was sentenced to two years of imprisonment. 


, I ' 
15. Lighthollsc Church (Los Angeles) (Central District) - On July 14, 1996, this African 
American church was burned. The damage estimate was $15JOOO. An accelerant was fO\lIld near 
the rear ofth(: church. The defendant, a 29-year-old Hispanic male,was convicted on a state 
, arson charge and sentenced to two years of imprisonment. 

16. Trinity "resbyterian Church (Spring Valley) (Southem District) - On March 18, 1996, 
this interracial church was burned. The fire was started USing\gaso,line and matches. The ' 
damage estimat~ was $1.3 million. The defendant, a 28-year-old Caucasian male, pled guilty to 

'state charges imd was sentenced to nine years and four month~ ofimprisonment. The court 
recommended that he be housed at a state mental facility. I 
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CONNECTICUT 

17. Baptist ]~enowship Church (Columbia) - On March 14, 1997. this Caucasian church was 
damaged by fire. The damage estimate was $50. The defend~t, a 48-year-old Caucasian 
female, pled guilty to a state charge ofattempted arson. She tvas sentenced to eight years of 
imprisonment, five suspended, with four years' probation. I • 

DELAWARJE. 

18. Saint Andrews Presbyterian (Newark) - On March 25, 1996, this Caucasian church was 

damaged by f·ire. The arson was an attemptby four Caucasian juveniles to cover up a burglary. 

The juveniles, who ran~ed in age from 12 to 14, broke in andlstole cake and soda-They were 

convicted on state charges, received probation, and were ordered to pay restitution. 


n~M' I'·· 

19. Grace United Methodist Church (Cape Coral) (Middle District). On June 19,1997, the 

maintenance garage of this Caucasian church was burned. The damage estimate was $10,000. 

The defendant, a 14-year-old Caucasian male, pled guilty to state arson charges. He was . 

sentenced to 50 hours ofconununity service. 


20. First Boirn Church of the Living God (Tallahassee) (N:orthern District) - On May 6, 

1997. this Afiican American church was burglarized and b~ed. The defendant, a 20-year-old 

African AmeJican male. poured paint thinner on the floor of the church and ignited it. He pled 

guilty to state charges and was sentenced to 48 months of im~risonment to be followed by 24 


. months ofprclbation. I 

21. Jacksonville Jewish Center (Jacksonville) (Middle DJuict). On February 22, 1997, a 
I 

pipe bomb WllS discovered at the Jacksonville Jewish Center. ISeveral children discovered the 
device near the speech podium area. The Jacksonville Sheriff's Office was called and later 
detonated the device safely. The defendant, a 32-year-old Cahcasian-Jewish male, pled guilty in 

I 
federal court ito one count of 18 V.S.c. §844(h). Evidence indicated that he placed the bomb to 
deter a visit from an Israeli official with whom he di~agreed dolitically~ He was sentenced to 10 
years of imprisonment. ordered to pay $10,000 in restitution, bd three years ofsupervised 
release. 

22.' Holy Spirit Catholic Church (pensacola) (Northern District) - On February 15, 1997~ this. 
, . I· 

Caucasian church was burned. The, damage estimate was $6QO,000. The defendant, a 25-year
old CaucasiaIl male, pled guilty in federal court to one count of18 U.S.C. §844(i). He was 
sentenced to 60 months' imprisonment, three years' supervis¥ release, a $100 special 
assessment, and ordered to pay restitution in the amount of $857, 539. 
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23. Plantation Worship Center Ministries (MiamI) (Southern District) - On January 27, 
~. I . 

1997, this African American church was damaged by fire. ~e defendant, a 26-year-old African 
American male, pled guilty in state court to criminal mischief. He was sentenced to one year of 
probation, ordered to pay restitution and undergo psychologidal evaluation. 

I 
I 

24. Trinity United Methodist (Saint Petersburg) (Middle District) - On October 24, 1996, 
the defendant, an 18-year-old African American male, threw ~ molotovcocktail at the exterior of 
the Trinity United Methodist Church. The damage estimate was $1,000. The fire occurred 
during the civil disturbances over the police shooting of an African American man. The 
defendant'pled guiltY \0 a state """'n charge and was ordered rpay $500 in restitution. 

25. Bethel Baptist Church (Jacksonville) (Middle District) 
26. Faith United Methodist Church (JacksonvnIe) (Middlt District) 
27. Hunterdale Pentecostal Church (Jacksonville) (Midd)~ District) 
28. Southside Church of God (Jacksonville) (Middle Dist~ct) - Between August 6, 1996, and 
December 9, 1996, these churches were burned and vandalized. On August 6, 1996, kerosene 
soaked rags were ignited and placed by a side door of the Hurlterdale Pentecostal Church. The 
Hunterdale Pentecostal Church hosts a Caucasian congregatioh. Bethel Baptist, an African 
American church, was burned on August 7,1996. A bottle cdntaining an accelerant was fOU:Ild 
on the front steps of the church. The resulting fire melted and! burned a hole in the . 
indoor/outdoor carpeting of the front steps and charred the sut.race ofthe front door. On 
September 9, 1996, the storage shed of the Faith United Methbdist church was burned. The Faith 
United Methodist Church hosts a Caucasian congregation. We damage estimate was $30,000. 
Lastly, on December 9, 1996, the Southside Church of God w~ defaced. Two juveniles pled 
guilty to various felony charges in state court in Jacksonville, Florida. The first defendant, a 17- . 
year-old Caucasian male, pled guilty to nine felony counts, indluding the arsons of the Faith . 
United Methodist Church, Bethel Baptist Church and Hunterd~le Pentecostal Church. He also 
pled guilty to :! state hate crime charge for defacing the South~ide Church ofGod. He was 
sentenced to 13 years ofimprisonment and two years' probati6n. The other defendant, a 16-year
old Caucasian male, pled guilty to nine felony counts, includirlg the three arsons and was 
sentenced to 11 years of imprisonment and two years ofprobajion... 

29. Evangelbitic Temple Church of God (Marianna) (NortJtem District) - On June 12, 1996, 
the defendant, a 59-year-old Caucasian male who lived close tb the church, set fire to a pew 
within this Aflican Americarichurch. He pled guilty to state irson charges and was sentenced to 
one year of house arrest, two years ofprobation, and ordered to pay $500 in restitution with a 
public apology.· I· 

. • I 

30. Gunnery Road Baptist Church (Lee County) (Middle District) - On April 13, 1996, two 
fires of independent origin occurred at the Gunnery Road Baptist Church. The church hosts an 
African American congregation. A school bus in the church pkking lot had been entered, and 
pages toin frot'n bibles akeady on the bus had been ignited on the driver's seat. The resultant 
damage to the bus was about $1,000. Another fire was set in alrecently constructed storage 

I
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_~ trailer behincl the church. Damage to the trail~ was estimate~ at $50. A group calling . 
themselves leThe Lords ofChaos" were responsible for the arsons as well as numerous other 
crimes in the Lee County area, including the murder of a hi~ school band leader. The 
defendants, three 20-year-olds and one 19-year-old, all were ~ested for the arsons and other 
crimes in the area. A 20-year-old Caucasian male pled guiltJ1 to a state arson charge. He was 
sentenced to life imprisonment in connection with the arson and other crimes, i~cluding the 
murder of a high school teacher. A second 20-year-old Cauckian male pled guilty to a state 
arson charge. He was also sentenced to life imprisonment in ~onnection with the arson and other 
crimes, including the murder of the high school teacher. A 19-year-old Caucasian male pled 

. I 

guilty to a state arson charge. He was sentenced to 32 years' imprisonment. . The fourth 
defendant hai; not pled to any of the charges. . I 

GEORGIA 

3I.-Seventh Day Adventist Church (Stone Mountain) (Northern District):' On May 23, 
1997, this int,erracial church was burned. The damage estimate was $500 .. The defendant, a 20

I 

. year-old Cauc:asian male, pled guilty to a state arson charge. He was sentenced to four years of 
imprisonment and six years ofprobation. 

32. Graham' Temple Holiness Church (Nashville) (Middle District) - On May I, 1997, this 
African Ameiican church was burned. The defendant, a 25-ykr-old African American female, 
broke a wind()w and poured gasoline into the church and startkd a fire. The damage estimate was 
$2,000. The defendant pled guilty to state arson charges and ~as sentenced to ten years of 
imprisonment and ten years ofprobation. 

33. Oak Grc·ve C.M.E. Church (Elko) (Northern District) - On February 22, 1997, this 
African American church was burned. The damage estimate was $100,000. Three Caucasian 

I . 
males, each 21-years-old, pled guilty in federal court to 18 U.S.C. §371, (conspiracy to commit 
arson). Two ofthe three defendants were sentenced to 41 mo~ths of imprisonment and three 
years of supeI.vised release. The other defendant was sentenc~d to 30 months of imprisonment 
and three years of supervised release. I 

34. New Beginning Baptist Church (Fort Valley) (Middle District) - On August 14, 1996, this 
I 

Caucasian church was damaged by fire. The defendant, a 17-year-old juvenile, pled guilty to 
state criminal mischief charges and was sentenced to one year ofprobation and ordered to 
receive mental health counseling. He stated he wanted to be a volunteer fireman and that he set 
the fire for pnLctice. 

ILLINOIS 

35. Saint Joseph's Catholic Church (Bradley) (Central District). On November 11, 1996, 
this Caucasiaxil church was burned. Shortly after church servicbs began, the 21-year-old 
defendant started a fire in the storage room. There were appro~imately 400 people in the church 
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"" at the time ofthe fire. The congregation was able to evacuat~ the church before anyone was 
hanned. The: damage estimate was $2,000. The defendant p,ed guilty to state arson charges and 
was sentenced to 66 months of imprisonment. 

! . 
36. First Presbyterian Church (Libertyville) (Northern District) - On October 1, 1996, this 
Caucasian church was burned and swastikas were spray pain~ed on the church. The damage 
estimate was $3,000. Four Caucasian juveniles, who ranged in age from 14 to 16, pled guilty in 
state court to criminal damage to property and arson. The ju~eniles were sentenced and placed 
on Juvenile Intensive Probation ranging from two to five years. They were also ordered to serve 
between five and 30 days in secure detentio~. Other conditiohs of the juveniles' probation . 
included drug treatment, restitution and an order not to have ~y contact with each other. One 
juvenile was also ordered to write a 1,000 word essay to the dourt on anti-Semitism. 

INDIANA 

37. Leesburjg Grace Brethren Church (Leesburg) (Northern District) - On July 22, 1997, 
this Caucasian church was burned. Damage was estimated at!'$550,000. The defendant, a 17
year-old juvenile, was found guilty by a statejury of arson, burglary and theft in connection with 
this matter. He was sentenced to 20 years' incarceration (ars6n), four years' incarceration 
(burglary) and 18 months' incarceration (theft), all to be servtM concurrently. 

, . I 
38. Faitb Ulilited Methodist Churcb (Kokomo) (Southern District) 
39. Shiloh United Methodist Church (Kokomo) (Southerrt District) - On July 13, 1997, and 
July 22, 1997, these Caucasian churches were burned. A 23-year-old Caucasian male and 21
year-old Cau(:asian male pled guilty to state charges in connebtion with these fires. The 23-year
old pled guilty to two counts ofburglary and one count ofcorlspiracy to commit burglary. He 
received 10 years' incarceration plus three years' supervised ~robation. The 21-year-old pled 
guilty to one I:Ount of attempted arson, one count ofconspirady to commit arson, two counts of 
burglary, one count of conspiracy to commit burglary and onci 

I 
count of institutional criminal 

. 

mischief. He received six years' incarceration and three years' supervised probation. The arsons 
were committed to cover up the burglaries. , I . 

40. Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church (Fort Wayne) (Nirthern District) ':" On August 3, 
1996, this Caucasian church was burned. The damage estimaie was $20,000. There were two 
points oforigln. One point oforigin was believed to have bedn caused by a molotov cocktail and 
the other by an accelerant. The defendant, a 23-year-old Caudasian male, confessed to the arson 

. I 
and indicated that he was angry with God. The defendant was convicted ofstate burglary and 
criminal mischief charges. He received a two year sentence f6r the burglary charge and six years 
for the criminal mischief charge. , i .' 

\ 
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IOWA .... 

41. Lighth(luse Temple Church (Council Bluffs) (Southern District) - On February 25, 1997, 
thi~ Caucasiim church was damaged by fire. The defendant'ia .36-y~ar-old Caucasian ma:e, pled 
gmlty to state arson charges and was sentenced to 10 years ofuIipnsonment and $1,200 ill 
restitution. He was evicted from a bar near the church and Jas intoxicated at the time of the 
arson. 

42. Commlllnity BaptiSt Church (Des Moines) (Southern District) - On October 23,1997, 
this African American church was burned. The fire was contained in the west end of the church. 

I 

The defendant, a 48-year-old Caucasian male, was found ~lty by a jury of state arson charges. 
Sentencing is pending. 

43. Hickory Grove Community Church (Ottumwa) (Southern District) - On September 2, 
1996, this Caucasian church was burned. The damage estim~te is between $150,000 and . 
$200,000. The defendant, a 46-year-old Caucasian male, wJs a past member of the church and 
was upset be~cause the church did not provide the assistance lmd support he desired. He was 
convicted on state charges and sentenced to 1 °years of impilisonment. 

44. Saint BI[)niface (Westphalia) (Southern District) - On July 7,1996, this Caucasian church 
was damaged by fire~ Minimal damage was done in the interior ofthe church, including damage 
to carpeting and an area spoiled by defecation. A vehicle ou~side the church also received minor 
burn damagf;~ and a purse was stolen from the vehicle. Two ~aucasianjuveniles, aged 10 and 12, 
confessed to local authorities. They were convicted in state court and each was sentenced to a 
year ofprobation. . 

KENTUCIsiY 

45. Parkway Baptist Church (Ivytowo) (Eastern District) - On October 26, 1996, this 
Caucasian church was burned. The damage estimate was $25,000. A glass jar containing an 
accelerant was found in a nearby wooded area. The defendaht, a 32-year-old Caucasian male, 
pled guilty to state arson charges. He received five years' p;obation on each count. 

I 

46. Emmanuel Full Gospel Church (Hi Hat) (Eastern Diktrict) - On September t, 1996, this 
Caucasian chUrch was damaged by fire. Beer cans and a pl~tic jug with a flammable solution 
were found at ,the scene. The fire was started at the base of the church structure, but was quickly 
extinguished by the minister and his wife who live next doot to the church. The defendant, a 31- . 
year-old Caucasian male, pled guilty to state arson charges ahd was sentenced to five years' 
imprisonment. . 
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47. Pentec(J<stal Holiness Church (Livingston) (Eastern District) - On July 29, 1996, .two 13
'" 	 year-old Callcasianjuveniles threw a smoke bomb into this €aucasian church causing a fire to 

ignite. Services were being conducted at the time and the ~e was quickly extinguished. The 
damage estirnate was $100. The two juveniles were prosecuted and sentenced in state juvenile 
court. 

. . 

48. Gospel :Barn (Monticello) (Eastern District) - On JulY126, 1996, this Caucasian church 
was destroyed by fire. The damage estimate was $40,000. The defendant, a 26-year-old 
Caucasian male, pled guilty to state arson and criminal mischlef charges. He was sentenced to 
five years of imprisonment on the arson charge and three yeJrs of imprisonment on the criminal 
mischief charge. \ . . . 

49. ·Methodist Church of Christ (Nicholasville) (Eastern District) - On June 28, 1996, three 
, 	 I. 

Caucasian juveniles, one 16 and the others 17, burglarized this Caucasian church and then . 
attempted to set the church on fire. The fire was started with\paper, but it self-extinguished. The 
damage was confined to a few pews and a small area ofthe carpet One of the juveniles also 
made a satanic drawing on the wall. All ofthe juveniles wer~ convicted and sentenced in state 
court. 

50. Saint Therese Catholic Church (Louisville) (Western District) - On May 1, 1996, this 
Caucasian ch.urch was damaged by fire. The damage estimate was $100. Four Caucasian 
juveniles, raIllging in age from 15 to 18, were convicted in stdte court and ordered to perform 20 

hours ofconununity work. 	 . I.. . 
51. Mount Zion Baptist Church (Somerset) (Eastern District) ..; On March 9, 1996, this 

I 

Caucasian church was burned. The fire started when weatherboard in the rear ofthe church was 
ignited by an open flame. The damage estimate was $55,OOol The defendant, a 28-year..;0Id . 
Caucasian mille and volunteer fire fighter, was convicted on state arson charges for the burning 
of the church and also for two other residential flIes. He was sentenced to 20 years of 
imprisonment. 

LOUlSIANl\ 

52. Immanuel Baptist Church (Morgan City)(Western District) - On March 22,1998, this 
Caucasian chhrch was damaged by fire. There were actually eight small fires started, six inside 
the fellowship hall and two outside the building. The congre~ation was conducting a service in 
the sanctuary at the time the flIeS were set. The damage esti~te was $500. A seven-year-old 
juvenile was interviewed and confessed to setting the fires and gave detailed information as to 
how he started the fires. He will not be charged with any cri.tite because under Louisiana state 
law a person must be over the age of 10 before he can be cruJ~ed. 

9 




53. Saint Pelter's Catholic Church 
-	 54. Pine Prairie First Baptist Church (pine Prairie) (Western District) - On February 23, 

1997, andM2lfch 1, 1996, these Caucasian churches were damaged by fire. The fire at the Saint 
Peter's Catholic Church was started after lit matches were dropped into the money box where 
patrons paid for candles. Fire investigators found remnants ofburned paper and carpet in the 
library of the Pine Prairie. First Baptist Church. A Caucasian male juvenile, age 12, pled guilty in 
state court to setting both fires. He was sentenced to a juvenile psychiatric institution for ~ee 
months. I ' 
55.' Saint GtlDevieve Catholic Church (Thibodeaux) (Eas~m District) - On February 18, 
1997, this int,erracial church was damaged by fire. Two Caudasian male juveniles, both ag~ 14, 
confessed to setting several small fires in the church. They were sentenced in state court to two 
years with the Department of Corrections, all ofwhich was sUspended. and two years of 
supervised pl'obation. 

I 
56. New Birth Missionary Baptist Church (Lake Charles) (Western District) - On 
December 10, 1996, this African American church was damaged by fire. Boxes ofold clothing 
that were sitting on an exterior wall of the church were set on: fire. The fire spread causing 
minimal damage to the exterior of the church. Two African .tf'merican male juveniles, aged 12 
and 13, pled guilty to state charges. Each was sentenced to jO years ofprobation. 

57. Our Lady Queen of Heaven School (Lake Charles) (\festern District) - On August 25, 
1996, buildirlgs adjacent to this Caucasian church were damaged. The school shares property 

'with Our Lady Queen ofHeaven Church. The fire occurred ,t three of the storage buildings 
which were in close proximity to the school. The damage estimate was $60,000. Two Caucasian 
male juvenill::s, aged 14 and 16, pled guilty to state arson chai-ges and each was sentenced to ' . 
supervised p;robation until the age of 18. ' 

58. Cypress. Grove Baptist Church (Zachary) (Middle DiStrict) 
59. Saint P;lul's:Free Baptist Church (Baker){Middle Di~trict)

, 	 ,I 
60. Sweet Home Baptist Church (Baker) (Middle District) 

, 	 ,I 

61. Saint Tlilomas Chapel Benevolent Society (Baker) (Middle District) - On February 1. 
1996, these African American churches were burned. The atsonists brought fues and gasoline to 
the c~urc~es. In one churc~ the fire was started. by amoloto~ ~ocktail, in another churc~ by 
stacking tires'and then setting them on fire, and In the last tw;o Instances gas was thrown Into the 
churches and ignited. One defendant, a 25-year-old Caucasian male, pled guilty in federal court 
to 18 U.S.C. §241 (civil rights conspiracy) and was sentencea to 48 months of imprisonment. 
The investigation is continuing. ' 

62. Assembly of God (Westwego) (Eastern District) - On lApril15, 1995. this Caucasian 
, church was damaged by fire. A Caucasian male juvenile wak convicted on state charges and 

sentenced to a youth ranch until the age of21. 
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MAINE 

63. Saint Anne's Catbolic Cburcb (Lisbon) - On July 6, 1996t two minor explosive devices 
. I 

were set offin the parking lot of this Caucasian church. The damage estimate was $1,000..The 
defendant, a 22-year-old Caucasian male, pled guilty to state Icharges of possession and use of 
fIreworks and received a $25 fine. 

MARYLANn 

64. Tbawley's Cbapel (Hillsboro) - On September 2;·1996, this Caucasian church was 
damaged by Jtire. One Caucasian male, a 19-year-old, pled ~ilty to state charges and was 

. sentenced to three years of imprisonment. He was also orderbd to pay restitution to the church. 
The other deiimdant; a 13-year-old Caucasian malet was conJicted on state charges and 
sentenced to :supervised probation, counseling, and ordered t~ pay restitution. 

65. Jobn Watters Meeting House (Bel Air) - On March 21J 1996, this Caucasian church was 
burned and v:mdalized. Four adults, three Caucasian males~d one African American male, 
were convict(:d on state charges. One defendant, 19, was sentenced in state 'court on arson 
charges. He received a 20 year sentence, 13 years ofwhich ,.ere suspended, five years' 
supervised probation upon release, community service and w¥ ordered to pay restitution. The 
other two de£endants, aged 18 and 19, were ordered to pay restitution and to perform community 
service. The fourth deferidant, age 20, was sentenced to 10 yJars of imprisOnment (all 
suspended), placed on three years' probation and ordered to ph restitution. 

66. Fruitlani:! Baptist Churcb (Fruitland) ~ On January 30,\ 1996, this Caucasian church was 
burned. The ehurchsustained $150,000 in damage. The defepdant, a 17-year-old Caucasi~ 
male, was convicted by a jury of state arson and burglary charges. He was sentenced on May 11, 
1998, t~ 10 years' imprisonment (all suspended except for thd 522 days already served) and five 
years' probation. 

MICHIGAN 

67. Churcb of God (Wyoming) {Western District) - On June 29, 1997, this church, which 
hosts an intenacial congregation, was damaged by fire. The &mage estimate was $5000. A 
Caucasian juvenile confessed to setting the fue with gasoline. \ He was ordered by the state court 
to complete 37.5 hours in the Court Work Program, pay $754 in restitution and $20 to the Crime 
Victim Rights Assessment, write a letter of apology to the victim church, maintain regular school, 

. attendance, and attend a Fire Match Program. 	His mother andl father were ordered to reimburse . 
the court 50% of the cost of attorney's fees that the court incurred on behalf oftheir son. 

I 
68.. Saint Vililcent Ferrer (Madison Heights) (Eastern District) - On June 24, 1997, a pipe 
bomt;, was detonated at this interracial church. The damage estimate was $200. Two juveniles 
admitted to making and detonating the pipe bomb. The parent! of one of the juveniles read ab~ui 
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the incident in her local paper and detennined that one of the j~veniles seen fleeing,from the 
... scene appeai"ed to be her son. She confronted her son and ~n his admission, escorted him to 

the police stlltion. The remaining juvenile was apprehended land both of the juveniles were 
placed on consent probation, a state diversion program. 

69. Brockway Wesleya~ Cburcb and Cbristian Academyt (Morley)(Westem District)'- On 
April 28, 1997. this. Caucasian church was b1irned. The defertdant, a 17-year-old student at the 
academy wai; charged by the state with arson violations. The defendant confessed to starting the 
fire by spraying lighter fluid over a chair in the room ofori~. She stated that she was angry 
with God arid didn't want to attend school at the Christian A?ademy any longer. She pled guilty 
to one count of arson ofreal property and was sentenced to one year imprisonment and three 
years' probatipp. 

70. Cass Community United Methodist Cburcb (Detroit) (Eastern District) - On August 25, 
1996, a sofa and chair in the courtyard ofthis Caucasian church were set on fire. The damage 
estimate was $250. The defendant, a 20-year-old African ~erican male, ~led guilty to state 
charges. He was sentenced to two years under the Home Training Act. 

I 

MINNESOTA 

71. Saint J~mes A.M-E. (Minneapolis) - On July 12, 1997, the annex of this African American 
church was burned. The annex was used as a meeting place, Sunday school and a place for 
tutorials. The defendants, two Caucasian males, lived next dbor to the church. They said they 
set the fire to cover up a burglary. The 20-year-old defendan~ broke into the annex and then let 
his brother, the 21-year-old defendant, into the annex where the 21-year-old started a fire in the 
annex causing approximately $20,000 in damages. The 20-y~ar-old defendant pled guilty in " 
federal court to violating one count of 18 U.S.C. § 3 (accessoty after the fact) and the 21-year-old 
defendant plt:d. guilty in federal court to violating one count df 18 U.S.C. §371{conspiracy). 
Sentencing is pending., \" , ' 

72. Brooklyll Park 'Evangelical,Free Cburcb ~rooklyn Pilrk) w On August 15, 1996, this 
Caucasian church was vandalized and damaged by fire. Investigators found a drawing ofa five
point star andt the words "Satan lives" on one of the church watts. The church had been 
providing cOlmseling to juveniles and adults who were involJed in satanic worship. A Caucasian 
juvenile, aged IS, confessed to starting the fire. He indicated1that he felt left out of the youth 
group that mc~t the previous night, and that he committed the vandalism to get even. The 
defendant, who was smoking a cigarette in the storage room, blairned he was startled when 
someone ente:red and he threw the lit cigarette into a comer b~lieving it was extinguished., He 
was found guilty in state court ofnegligently setting the flre. iAdjudication was stayed for six, 
months pending compliance with stipulations ofprobation. Restitution has been made and he 
must now serve 150 hours ofcommunity service at the Evangelical Free Church. 

I 
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73. Grace l~utheran (Westbrook) - On June 20, 1996, this. Caucasian church was burned. Two 
~ CaucasianjlLveniles, aged 10 and 12, confessed to starting the fire with matches. Both stated that 

they got the idea to burn the church from watching televisio~. One of the juveniles pled guilty in 
state court to second degree arson and was sentenced to 30 days in a residential facility. The 
other juvenile's records have been sealed. 

MISSISSIPPI 

74. Air MOlllnt Primitive Baptist Church (Coffeeville) (Northern District) - On June 24, 
I 

1997, this Omcasian church was totally destroyed by fire. 'Ipe damage estimate was $65,000. 
The defendaJllt, a 17-year-old Caucasian male and volunteer firefighter, admitted to setting the 

. fire. He indicated that he was despondent and wanted to be ~ewed as a hero. He was convicted 
on state arso:t1 charges and sentenced to 20 years ofimprisonment, 15 suspended. 

75. MallaliE:u Methodist Church (Meridian) (South~rn ~trict) - On Dece~ber 11, 1996, 
this African American church was burned. Three Caucasian~uveniles, aged 16, 15, and 14, 
forced their ~'f(ay into a rear door of the church and used an open flame to ignite choir robes found 
in the sanctuary. They also defaced the cominunion altar with racial epithets on the walls and 
doors inside the church. The juveniles pled guilty to state ch~ges. Two of the juveniles were 
sentenced to an indeterminate amount oftime in a trainingdmp, sentencing is pending for the 

I , 

third juvenilt: who has been sent for a second psychiatric evaluation. 

\ 
76. First Jaimes Creek Baptist (Brooksville) (Southern D~trict) - On September 6, 1996, this 
African American church was burned and burglarized. The damage estimate was $200,000. The 

I . 

defendant, a 22-year-old African American male, pled guilty1in state court to larceny and 
burglary of a church. He received five years in the Mississippi Department of Corrections~ 

, , I . 
77.Elbethel: Baptist Church (Satartia) (Southern District) - On March 30, 1996, this African 
American chUrch was burned. Firefighters were able to respQnd quickly and the fire was 

I 
extinguished rapidly, leaving minimal damage to the outer structure. The defendant, a 37-year
old Caucasian male, pled guilty to state arson charges. He s~d he was distraught over his failing 
marriage and financial problems. 'He was sentenced to five yearsofimprisonrnent, four ofwhich 

. were suspended and two years of supervised probation pendi~g his release from prison. 
I 

I 
78. Lynch Chapel United Methodist (Clinton) (Southern Pistrict) - On November 1, 1995, 
this African American church was burned. The defendant, a 19-year-old African American male, 

I 

lived next door to the church and admitted setting the fire and then notifying the fire department. , 
'The defendant pled guilty to state charges. He was sentenced to three years of imprisonment. 
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MISSOURI 

79. Calvary l!Japtist Church (St. Louis) (Eastern District) i On January 13, 1998, this 
Caucasian church was burned. An I8-year-old Caucasian male pled guilty to two COWlts of 
causing propf:rty damage and one COWlt of arson. Sentencing! is pending. .' 

80. Palmer Church (potosi) (Eastern District)- On May lslI997, this Caucasian church was 
burned. A 22-year-old pled guilty to a state burglary charge in connection with the arson and 
was sentenced to five years' probation. A 20-year-old pled ~lty to a state arson and burglary 
charge and was sentenced to five years' imprisonment on each count, to run consecutively. A 
second 20-year-old pled guilty to state arson and burglary ch:h-ges and was sentenced to seven 

I 

years' imprisonment on each count, to run consecutively. I, 

81. Amity Freewill Baptist Church (Niangua) (Western l1istrict) - On December 30, 1996, 
this Caucasian church was destroyed by fire. The accelerant :Was detennined to be charcoal 
lighter fluid. Two Caucasian defendants, aged 19 and 18, plJd guilty to state arson charges. 
Both were sentenced to seven years ofimprisoinnent. A third Caucasian defendant, aged 19, 
pled guilty to a burglary charge in connection with the arson. He was sentenced to five years' 
probation. 

82. HopeweU Baptist Church (Smithton) (Western District) 
83. GoodwiiU Chapel Uni~ed Methodist Church (Sedalia)l(Weste~ District) - On November 
12, 1996, these two CaucasIan churches were burned. The damage estimate for the Hopewell 
Baptist Chur;ch was $70,000 and it was $2,000 for the GoodWill Chapel United Methodist . 
Church. The: defendants, 18 and. 17 -year-old Caucasian malJs. were convicted by a jury on state 
arson charges. They were both sentenced to seven years ofiinprisonment. 

. I 
,84. New Be1thel Church (Anderson) (Western District) -~ October 16,1996, this Caucasian 

church was damaged by fire. The defendant, a 25-year-old Gaucasian male, confessed to setting 
the fire while in the church awaiting a drug transaction. He pled guilty to state arson charges and 

was sentenced !olive years of imprisonment. . I.. . 

85. Greers Chapel Baptist Church (Sikeston) (Eastern District) - On September 13, 1996, 
this African Arnericanchurch was, destroyed by (Ire. Two C:aucasian defendants, both aged 18, 
pled guilty in state court and were sentenced to seven years on arson and burglary charges. The 
third defendimt, a I9-year-old, also pled guilty and was sentbtced to five years of imprisonment 

. and five years of probation. 

86. Sbllo Baptist Churcb (Kansas City) (Western District) 
87. Ozark ]~rimitive Baptist (Webster County) (WesterniDistrict) - On May 5, 1996, these 
two Caucasian churches were burned. The churches were oxily occasionally used. Two 
Caucasian defendants. aged 29 and 31. were each charged b~ the state with two COWlts of arson. 

! 
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, The 29-year-old defendant pled guilty to both counts and was sentenced to seven years in prison 
-~ on each count to be served concurrently. Charges against thcl other defendant were dismissed. 

NEBRASKA 

88. Jehovalll's Witness Kingdom Ball (Omaha) - On July ~5, 1997, this Caucasian church was 
burned. The damage estimate was $600. The defendants, tw;o Caucasian juveniles and one 
Caucasian adult, aged 16, 17, and 18 respectively, were charged with state criminal mischief 
counts. The adult defendant pled guilty and received supefvi.~ed probation. The charges against 
the two juveniles were dismissed. 

NEVADA 

89. Church of Christ (Henderson) :- On September 19, I 99p, the siding on this African 
American chiurch was burned. The defendant, a 23-year-old Caucasian male, pled guilty in 
federal court to violating one count of 18 US.C. §247 (c) (ci~l rights). He confessed to using a 
lighter to ignite a fire. Witnesses stated that he attempted to burglarize the church, but failing 
that, stated that he should burn the church because its membeb were African American. He was 
seri.tenced to 63 months of imprisonment and three years of~pervised probation, and ordered to 
pay restitution. 

NEW JERS1&:Y , 

90. Saint John the Baptist Cathedral Roman Catholic Church t<;lifton) - Oil August 10, 
1997, the shed of this interracial church was damaged by fire. The defendant, a 32-year-old 
Caucasian male, admitted to lighting a newspaper on fire and throwing the lit paper into a trash 
bin and to buming the church shed. The fires were extinguislied before causing extensive 
damage. The defendant pled guilty to two state arson charge~ as well as an old state charge 

I 

relating to a'1993 shed fire. He was sentenced to six years of\imprisonment for the 1993 fire and 
five years ofiimprisonment for the church arsons. The sentences are to run concurrently. with a 
30 month maindatory minimum sentence. 

91. Saint JolllD'S Lutheran Church (Newark) ':" On August 8,1997, this African American 
church was damaged by fire. The fire charred ,the front door dausing minimal damage. The 
defendant, a ~i2 year-old African American male, admitted to ketting the fire. He indicated that 
he sought revenge after being told that he could not sleep in the church. On October 24, 1997, he 
pled guilty to a state arson charge. He was sentenced to two years' probation. 

! 

NEWYORI\ 

92. Refonned Church of Saugerties (Saugerties) (Northern District) - On August 31, 1997, ' 
this Caucasial1 church was burned. The defendant, a 23-year-~ld Caucasian male, pled guilty to a 
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state arson charge. He was sentenced to five years' probation and ordered to perfonn 15 hours of 

~ community '«vice. I. . 
93. Riverview Missionary Baptist Church (Kingston) (Northern District) - On April 19, 
1996, this African American church was damaged by fire. Thb defendant, an 18-year-old 
Caucasian male, was a vo.1unteer fireman whowas suspected ~fbeing involved in several non
church related fires in the area. He pled. guilty to state charge~ and was sentenced to 30 days of 
imprisonment: and five years ofprobation. . 

94. Temple Beth EI (Rockaway) (Eastern District) 
95. Temple ]\)erech Emuch (Rockaway) (Eastern District) 
96. Yeshiva of BeUe (Belle Harbor) (Eastern District) - on January 13, 1995, April 30, 1995, 

• I • 

and May 6, 1995, respectively, these synagogues were burn~. The defendant, a 41-year-old 
. Caucasian male, pled guilty and was sentenced in state court to 18 to 55 years for six counts of· 

I 
arson, one count ofburglary, and one count ofcriminal misc~ef in connection with arson at 
these synagogues and at other buildings. The defendant said he had asked various organizations 

I 

. for money, and when they refused him, he burn.ed. their buildiligs. . 

NORTH CAROLINA 

97. Johns River (Lenoir) (Western District) - On May 3, 1997, this Caucasian church was 
destroyed by frre. The defendants, two Caucasian males, aged 21 and 20, broke into the church 

I 

and ignited a tom seat cover with a lighter. They pled guilty in federal.court to 18 U.S.C. 
§ 844(i). They were each sentenced to five years' imprisomJent and ordered to pay restitution. 

. I 
98. Carmel Baptist Church (Matthews) (Western District) - On July 14, 1996, a fire occurred 
at a.construclion site adjacent to the Carmel Baptist Church, ~hich hosts a Caucasian . 
congregation. The fire destroyed $190,000 worth ofbuildin~ materials. Two Caucasian male 
juveniles, ag<:d 15 and 16, were seen near the site and subseqhently arrested andcharged with 
state arson violations. The 16-year-old entered into a deferred prosecution agreement and is on 
probation witil December 1998. The IS-year-old was adjudi~ated as a juvenile and his records 
were sealed. 

99. Beulah lLand Baptist Church (Roaring River) (Western District) - On July 1, 1996, the 
. I . 

Fellowship Building of the Beulah Land Baptist Church was\burned. The Fellowship Building is 
located two ~md one halfblocks away from the main church, Fhieh has a Caucasian 
congregation. The damage estimate was $5,000. The buildiri.g was also vandalized. and all the 

I 

windows were broken. The defendant, a 40-year-old Caucasian male, was convicted on state 
arson charges and injuring real property. He was sentenced (019 to 23 months' imprisonment 
and ordered to pay $6,500 restitution. 
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100. Saint James African Methodist EpiscopalZiollt Church (Maysville) (Eastern District) 
-~ I 

On June 30, 1996, this African American church was burnedl Seven molotov cocktails were 
thrown at and into the church and a petroleum product was phured. around the church foundation. 
The damage estimate was $50,000. Three Caucasian males ~led guilty to various federal 
charges. One of the defendants said they burned the church Mter hearing news reports about 
church burnings. One defendant, a 19.;.year-old male, pled grlilty to one count of 18 U.S.C. 

I 

§§844(i) and 844(h). He was sentenced to 30 months of imprisonment, three years' supervised 
release, and ordered to pay restitution. Two ofthe juveniles pled guilty to 18 U.S.C. §§ 371, 
844(i), 844(h), and 924( c)( 1). They each received 18 monthS of imprisonment. A third juvenile 
was granted pre-trial diversion. 

II . . 
I 

101. Pleasallt Ridge United Church of Christ (Greensbor1o) (Middle District) - On June 28, 
1996, this African American church was burned. The defendant, a 19-year-old Caucasian male, 
was convicted in federal court after a bench trial ofviolating :18 U.S.C. §844 (i). He was 
sentenced to :30 months in prison, three years' supervised rel~ase and ordered to pay restitution. 
The other defendant, an I8-year-old Caucasian male, pled guilty in federal court to one count of 
18 U.S.C. §844 (i). He received 20 months in prison, three y~ars' supervised release, and was 
ordered to pay restitution. The defendants said they burned alchurch because it would get 
attention, and. chose this particular church because it was an ~aSy target. . . 

I . 
102. Matthews-Murkland Presbyterian Church (Charlotte) (Western District) - On June 6, 
1996, this Afiican American church was burned. The defendant, a 13-year-old Caucasian female 
was convicted in state court and received 12 months' probati6n and community service. 

. \ . 

103. PleasaDlt HiD Baptist Church (Lumberton) (Eastern District) - On May 24,1996, this 
African AmeJican church was burned. The damage estimate kas $2,000. A volunteer 
frrefighter, a 17-year-old Caucasian male, said he got the ideal to start a fire after viewing a 
documentary on fires, firefighters and fire investigations. He !pled guilty to state charges and was 
sentenced to 16 to 20 months ofdetention, suspended for threb years of special supervised 
probation, 100 hours ofcommunity service work, a $1,000 fiJe plus court costs and a community 
service fee of$100. 

104. Mount Tabor Baptist Church (Cerro Gordo) (Eastern District) - On May 23, 1996, this 
African American church was burned. Two African American males pled guilty to state charges. 
One defendant, aged 32, pled guilty to state conspiracy and ~ud charges and was sentenced to 
20 months of imprisonment. The other defendant, aged '22, pled guilty to state arson charges and 
was sentenced to eight to 10 months of imprisonment, three years' probation, 72 hours of 

., community se-rvice, and $5,000 in restitution. 

105. Ohovab. A.M.E. (Orrum) (Eastern District) -'On Jan~ 6, 1996, this African 
American church was burglarized, vandalized and burned. The fire was set to cover up a 
burglary. The: defendant, a 29-year-old Caucasian male, pled gwlty to a state arson charge. He 

17 




i 

. was sentenced to 15 to 18 months of imprisonment and 36 mdnths ofprobation. He was also 
.• ordered to pay restitution and a fine. . 

OHIO 

106. Ebeneezer FuJI Gospel Missionary Baptist Church (€anton) (Northern District) - On . 
June 18, 1996, a chair was set on fire inside this African American church. Two Caucasian male 
defendants, aged 44 and 22, pled guilty in state court. They hkd previously done repair work for 
the church. One defendant received a sentence oftwo years' imprisonment. The other defendant 
received six monthS ofUshock" imprisonment followed by pr6bation ifthe shock sentence is 

. successfully completed. 

OKLAHOMA 

107. Rocky lPoint Full Gospel Church (Wagoner) (Easten;a District) - On June 16, 1997, this 
Caucasian church was damaged by fire. The church sustained $50,000 in damage. Two male 
Ca~~asianjuveniles, ages 16 and 1~, confessed to starting th~ fire. They also spray p~nted anti
rebglOus symbols and other graffitI on the walls ofthe churcH. They were sentenced tn state 
court to the ci$tody oftheir parents arid ordered to serve a mfuunum of one year's probation and 
80 hours of community service. 

108. First Mtissionary Baptist Church (Enid) (Western District) - On June 13, 1996, this 
African American church was burned. The church was totally destroyed by fire. The damage 
estimate was $400,000. The defendant, a 36-year-old CaucaSian male, confessed to setting the 
fire, but was found incompetent to stand trial in state court arid was committed to the Oklahoma 
Department (If Health for an indefinite period of time.. 

OREGON 
J 

109. Portlalld Church of Scientology (portland) - On September 25, 1996, this Caucasian 
I 

church was damaged by fire and the defendant discharged a firearm, wounding four individuals. 
The defendartt, a 39-year-old African American male, was fohnd uguilty, but insane" on state 
charges and was sentenced to 120 years ofconfinement in th~ state psychiatric facility. 

110. Immaliluel Free Methodist Church (portland) - On JLe 20, 1996, this interracial church 
was burned. The defendant, a 21-year-old Africart American1male, threw two mason jar gasoline 
fire bombs through a church window. He pled guilty in fedd-at. court to one count of 18 U.S.C. . 
§844(i). He received a five year sentence of imprisoJU+lent. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

111. North Liberty Presbyterian Church (Mercer) (Western District) - On May 27, 1997, 
this Caucasi~U1 church was burned. The damage estimate wJ $10,000. The defendant, a 30
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year.old CaUlcasian male, indicated that he was upset with the church because it was attempting 
"'" to purchase the house in which he resided. After pleading gtiilty to state arson charges, he was 

. sentenced to a period ofnine to 23 months of imprisonment kd was ordered to pay restitution. 

112. Trinity Evangelical Congregational Cburch (Boyertlwu)(Eastern District) - On· 
November 24, 1996, a 30:-year-old Caucasian female admittea to placing several crosses on the 
lawn of this Caucasian church and then setting fire to the cro~ses. She pled guilty in state court 
to two counts of felony arson and two counts ofcriminal miJchief. She was sentenced to three 
years ofprobation. 

113. First United Methodist Church (Benvick) (Middle District) - On November 4, 1996, 
this Caucasian church was broken into and napkins and literature were set on fire. The damage 
estimate was $30,000. The defendant, a 27-year.ald Caucasib male, pled guilty to federai 
charges under 18 U.S.C. §844(i). The defendant was sentenckd to 27 months of imprisonment, 
three years' supervised probation, and ordered to pay restitutibn. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

114. Countsville A.M.E. Churcb (Chapin) - On October 24,1997, this African American 
church was d;amaged by fire and vandalism. The defendants, pu-ee 17-year-old Caucasian 
juveniles, burned graveside flowers outside the church and then threw them under the church. 
The building sustained charring damage to the underside of tHe floor. The defendants signed a 

I
pretrial diver~:ion agreement from state prosecutors that requiGed them to perfonn 200 hours of 
community s(~rvice, pay restitution to the church and attend racial sensitivity classes. 

I 
I 

115. Cathedtal oftbe Cross (Taylors) - On March 23, 1997" this Caucasian church was 
burned. The damage estimate was $1,000. The defendant, a ~4-year.ald Caucasian male, pled 
guilty to a state arson charge and was sentenced to one year of imprisonment, which was 
suspended, and one year ofprobation. I 

. 116. Spring Hill A.M.E. Church (Dillon) - On August I, 19
1

96, this African American church 
was burned. The church was totally destroyed. Two 17-year-bld Caucasian juveniles pled guilty' 
to state arson -charges. They had also 'committed acts ofvanddlism to mailboxes and businesses 

I . . 

in the area. They were sentenced under the state Youthful Offender Program. One juvenile 

received a fiv(!-year sentence and the other received a four-ydrI sentence. 
 . 
117. Johns Island Church (Johns Island) - On July 16, 199(j, this African American church 

. I 

was burned. The building was still under construction at the time of the arson. The defendant, a 
51-year-old African American male, who was the pastor ofthd church, confessed to burning the 

I 
building. The pastor was convicted on a state arson charge an~ he was sentenced to·1 0 years' 

imprisonment" all but five years suspended, and five years' probation. 
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118. Mount Zion A.M.E. Church (Greeleyville)..... . . 

119. Macedonia Baptist Church (Manning) - On June 20 and 21, 1995, respectively, these 
two African .American churches were burned. Four Caucasik ex-members of the Ku Klux Klan 
pled gui~ty to federal charges relating to these arsons. Thr~e :o~the defendants, ~ged 23,24, and 
52, receIved 234 months, 216 months, and 258 months oflIDpnsonment, respectIvely, for 
violations of 18 U.S.C. §241 (civil rights conspiracy) and 18iu.S.C. §844(h). The fourth 
defendant, aged 51, also pled guilty to violations of 18 U.S.C. §241 (civil rights conspiracy) and 
18 U.S.C. §S44(h). He received 170 months of imprisonmerlt and five years of supervised . 
release for th.e arson of the Macedonia Baptist Church. 

120. Life CI~ristian Assembly (North Charleston) - On June 17, 1996, the shed behind this 
interracial church was burned. Two Caucasian juveniles, agt!d 9 and 10, admitted to the arson 
and explained they were playing with matches and did not intend to burn the building. The 
juveniles were convicted and sentenced in state court to hou~earrest and ordered to pay 

restitution. I· 
121. New S:llint Paul Apostolic (Florence) - On June 11, 1996, this African American church 
was burned. Three Caucasian juveniles were convicted in st~te court. One juvenile, a 1 O~year
old, received a sentence through pretrial diversion. He and ~s family must participate in the 
Family Preservation Program. The other two juveniles, aged 11 and 12, were sentenced to 
probation and community service. 

122. Islamic Center of Greenville (Greenville) ~ On OctoBer 21, 1995, this Muslim mosque. 
was burned~ . The defendant, a 34-year-old Caucasian male, said he started the fire because he 
was upset about the Million Man March in Washington, Del and about Muslim attacks on Serbs 
in Bosnia. He pled guilty in state court to arson and was sen~ei::tced to ten years of imprisonment, 
five ofwhich were suspended, and five years ofprobation. Ln addition, the defendant was 

I . 
ordered to pay $100 a month in restitution for the duration ofhis probation, and to attend a class 
on cultural diversity. 

123. La Luz Del Mundo (Walhalla) ~ On AprilS, 1995, this Hispanic church was burned. The 
church sustained $4,000 in damage. The defendant, a 14-ye~:0Idjuvenile, pled guilty in family 
court to a state arson charge. He was ordered into the custoqy of the JuvenileJustice System and 
sentenced to a term of imprisonment not to exceed his 21st birthday.
.' ; 

TENNESS1£E· 

124. New F'reedom Missionary Baptist Church (Morristown)(Eastern District) ~ On 
I 

September 9, 1996, this Caucasian church was damaged by fire. The defendant, a 31-year-old 
Caucasian male, used kerosene to start the fire. The damag~ estimate was $5,000. The 
defendant pled guilty to state arson and burglary charges. He was sentenced to four years of 
imprisonment. . 

20 



I 
. 125. Spenct~r Hill Church orChrist (Mount Pleasant) (Middle District) - On August 20, 
-" 1996, this Caucasian church was burned. The defendants, b6th 21-year-old Caucasian males, 

. I 

pled guilty to state vandalism, burglary and arson charges. Each of the defendants received six 

years ofimp:cisonment. . . \ 

126. Canaan A.M.E. Cburch (Maury County) (Middle District) 
127. Friendship Missionary Baptist Cburch (Maury County) (Middle District) - On January 

I . 

29, 1995, these African American churches were firebombed. Three Caucasian defendants, aged 
33, 35, and 43, pled guilty in federal court to violating 18 u.~.C. §241 (civil rights conspiracy). 
One defend31tlt was sentenced to 57 months' imprisonment while the other two defendantS were 
sentenced to 46 months' imprisonment. 

128. Church of God of Prophecy (Dyersburg) (Western District) - On July 22, 1996, this 
Caucasian church was burned. The defendant, a 20-year-old !African American male, pled guilty 
in federal COlm to violating one count of 18 U.S.C. §247 (c) (civil rights). Sentencing is 
pending. \ 

129. Churdl ofthe Nativity (Bartlett) (Western District)t On June 29, 1996, this Caucasian 
church was burned. The church suffered $10,000 in damage to the altar area. The defendant, a 

. 46-year-old Caucasian pastor, admitted setting the fire. He Used a match to ignite curtains . 
behind the altar. The defendant pled guilty in federal court td one count of 18 U.S.C. §247. He 
was admitted into a rehabilitation clinic. He was sentenced t~ 33 months' imprisonment, three· 
years' supervised release, and Was ordered to pay $27,952 in testitution. 

130. Saint Mary's Episcopal School (Memphis) (Western\DiStriCt) 
131. Holy Olmmunion School (Memphis) (Western District) . 
132. Shady Grove Presbyterian (Memphis) (Western District) 
133. Coloniall Park United. Methodist Church (Memphis) '(Western District) 
134. Emmanluel United Methodist (Memphis) (Western D1istrict) 
135. Calvary Baptist Church (Memphis) (Western District) - The defendant, a 26-year-old 
Caucasian male, pled guilty in federal court to an informa~ion\charging him with multiple counts 
ofviolating 18 U.S.C. §844(i) in connection with the fires at these Caucasian churches on 

. I
October 16, 1995, November 30,1995, December I, 1995, December 5, 1995, and April 20, 
1996, respectively. The defendant received 41 months of impHsonment, three years' supervised 
release, 3lt1d was ordered to pay $292;890 in restitution. 

TEXAS 

136. Gainesville Church of Christ (Harrison County) (Eastern District) - On May 8, 1998, 
this African American church was burned. Two Caucasian mhles, aged 20 and 29, pled guilty in 
federal court to violating 18 U.S.C. §247(c) (civil rights) and i8 U.S.C. §844(i). A 15-year-old 
juvenile male also pled guilty to federal charges in connection with this matter. Sentencing is 
pending: . 
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137. Bethaniy Lutheran Church (Dallas) (Northern District) - On March 5, 1998, this 
... Caucasian ch;lfch burned. Pentagrams, satanic symbol~, raci~ and homophobic epithets were 

spray painted on the church and around the neighborhood. A [20-year-old Caucasian male pled 
guilty in fedeJ!'a1 court to violating 18 U.S.C. §371 and 18 U.S;.C. §247(civil rights). He was 
sentenced to 33 months' imprisonment and ordered to pay $337,918 in restitution. A 19-year-old 

I • 

Caucasian male pled guilty to violating one count of 18 U.S~G. §371. He was sentenced to 27 
months' imprisonment, three years' supervised release and ordered to pay $337,918 in 
restitution. Two juveniles are being prosecuted by the state. 

138. Church! ofCbrist (Wellington) (Northern District) 
139. First Clllristian Church (Wellington) (Northern Disttil'ct) - On December 27, 1997, the 
Church of Christ, which hosts a Caucasian congregation, was burned. On January 11, 1998, the 
First Christian Church, which hosts a Caucasian congregation, was burned. A 15-year-old , 
juvenile pled guilty to two state arson charges and was senten~ed to six months' incarceration, 
probation until his 18th birthday, and ordered to complete a orle-yearprogram at the Texas Youth 
Council. I 

, I . 
140. Abiding Savior Lutheran Church (Corpus ChristI) (Southern District) 
141. McArd'le Road Baptist Church (Corpus Christi) (So~thern District) - On October 31, 

I 
1997, these Caucasian churches were burned. A 24-year-old Gaucasian male pled guilty in 
federal court to one count of 18 U.S.C. §371. two counts of 18 U.S.C. §247(civil rights), and one 
count of 18 U.S.C. §844(i). He was sentenced to 71 months' !imprisonment, and three years' 
supervised release. A second 23-year-old Caucasian male pl~d guilty in federal court to violating 
one count eac:h'of 18 U.S.C. §371, 18 U.S.C. §247 and 18 u.~.C. §844(i). He was sentenced to 
60 months' imprisonment and three years' supervised release, A 23-year-old Caucasian female 
pled guilty in federal court to violating one count each of 18 N.s.C.§371 and 18 U.S.C. 
§247(civil rig;hts). She was sentenced to 63 months' imprisokent and three years' supervised 

I , 

release. They were held jointly liable for $138,628 in restitution. 
I , 

, , 142. Harvest Baptist Church (Keller) (Northern District) 
I

i- On August 27, 1997, the chapel of 
this Caucasian church was totally destroyed by fire. The damage estimate was $150,000 ...The ' 
defendant, a 26-year-old Caucasian male, confessed to breakihg a window, pouring diesel fuel, 
and striking a match. He said he decided to burn the church 'Because he felt that the members of ' 
the congregation attending services were bothering his dog and creating parking and traffic 
problems along his street. He pled guilty in federal court to dne count of 18 U.S.C. §247(a)(2). 
He was sentenced to 30 months' imprisonment, three years' s~pervised release, ordered to pay

I 

$100 special assessment and restitution. 

143. West Oakland Baptist Church (Beaumont) (Eastern District) - On April 8, 1997, this 
African American church was damaged by rrre. The defendaitt, a 20·year-old Caucasian female, 
confessed to setting the rear door of the church on fire. She stated she was attempting to melt the ' 
lock from the door when the door caught on fire. The defend~t pled guilty to state arson 
charges and was sentenced to five years of imprisonment. I 
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,.• 144. Macedonia Baptist Church (Ferris) (Northern District) - On March 22, 1997, this 
African American church was burned. Two Caucasian male\ defendants confessed to setting the 
fire using gasoline and a cigarette lighter. One defendant, 25, pled guilty in federal court to 
violating 18 U.S.C. §844 {i} and 18 U.S.C. §247 (c) (civil rights). The other defendant, 22, pled. 
guilty to violating 18 U.S.c. §844(i) and 18 U.S.C. §241(civil rights conspiracy}. The 25-year
old defendant received 60 months of imprisonment, three yelu-s' supervised release, and was 
ordered to pay $64,785 restitution. The 23-year-old defendaht received 70 months of 
imprisonmellt, three years' supervised release, and was order.ed to pay $64,785 in restitution . 

. 145. King of Kings Lutheran Church (San Antonio) (Wltern District). On March 16, 
1997, this Caucasian church was burned and vandalized. Th~ damage estimate waS $65,000. 
The three juvenile defendants, aged 16, 12, arid 11, admitted ito setting the fire. They found a 
fireplace log on the lawn and threw it through the window. They also urinated on the altar and 
the church pi~W, lit some candles and set fire to a rug and a dbinet. The 16 and 12-year-old male 
defendants pled guilty in sta.te court and received a sentence bfintensive probation for two years 
and were ordered to pay restitution. The third juvenile defendant has not been adjudicated. 

146. BoDy Trinity Episcopal Church (Eastland) (NortheJ District) - On December 29, 
1996, this Caucasian church was burned. The defendant, a 24-year-old Caucasian male, used a 

I 

cigarette lighter to set fire to a tablecloth inside the church. '!(he defendant confessed to the arson 
and was convicted in state court. He offered no explanation ~or his actions other than to state 
that he was depressed and intoxicated at the time he committM the arson. He was sentenced to 

15 years of imprisonment. .. . . I . 
. 147. Emmanuel Baptist Church (Colorado City) (Northern District) - On December 3, 1996, 
this Hispanic church was burned. The defendant, a 12-year-old Hispanic male, was adjudicated 
through the Texas juvenile system. He pled guilty to a burgl$'y charge and received one year of 
probation. . . 

148. Bopewlell United Methodist Church (Centerville) (Northern District) - On November . 
12, 1996, this African American church was burned. The propane heat supply hoses were 
disconnected inside the building and with the aid of an accelerant, a fire was set on the exterior of 
the building. The ext~rior fire ultimately caused the propane to detonate inside the building. The 
damage estimate was $90,000. The defendant, a 47-year-old African American male, pled guilty 
in federal court to a violation of 18 U.S.C. §844(i}. He said tHe fire was set to cover up a 
burglary. He was sentenced to 115 months of imprisonment ahd three years of supervised 

release. . \. .. 

149. Audubon Park Baptist ChurchlRevelation Mission (Garland) (Northern District) - On 
July 11, 1996, this interracial church was burned. The defendi,mt, a 33-year-old Caucasian male 
admitted to pCluring gasoline on the pulpit and igniting the accelerant. The defendant pled guilty 
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in federal court to one count of 18 U.S.C. §844(i). He was sentenced to five years of 
.... imprisonment and ordered to pay restitution. He stated that tie was angry about the failure ofthe 

church's counseling. I 
1 

150. Churdl ofthe Living God (Greenville) (Northern District) - On June 10, 1996,this 
African American church, was burned. The defendant, an 18Jyear-old African American male, 
pled guilty in. federal court to one count of18 U.S.C. §844(i)! He also confessed to other fires. 
He was sentenced to eight months' incarceration and three y~ars' supervised release. '. 

151. Longridge CME Church (Waskom) (Eastern DistriJt) - On May 14,1996, this African 
American church was burned. The defendant, a 22-year-old African American male and church 
member, confessed to the arson. He said that in an attempt td resolve an ongoing conflict 

I 

between the ehurch members and the church's neighbors, he burned the church. The victims 
requested leniency on behalfof the defendant. The defendant pled guilty to state arson charges 
and was sent.mced to two years of probation. 1 
, ' I 
152. Real Rock Church (Houston) (Southern District) - OniFebruary 2,1996, this African 
American Chi:Jl'ch was damaged by fire. A lO-year-old African American male admitted to 
setting the fife by throwing an ignited piece ofpaper onto a rVg located inside the church. He 
was convicted in state court and sentenced to probation. He violated his p~obation and was sent 
to a residential care facility. ' 

153. Victory Baptist Church (Denison) (Eastern District) - On June 5, 1995, this African 
American chl:Jl'ch was damaged by fire. The defendant, a 26-;year~01d Caucasian male, admitted 
to using squirt bottles ofgasoline to ignite two window sills 4t the church. The defendant pled 
guilty to eight state arson charges for several incidents, including this church, and was sentenced 
to 10 ,years' probation on each chm:ge, to run concurrently. I . 

I 
154. TempI() Casa De Oracion (Salt Lake) - On March 28,1 1996, this Caucasian church was 
burned. The defendant, a 32-year-old Caucasian female, pled guilty to state charges. After a 90
day mental evaluation, she was sentenced to a half-way housb and ordered to pay $38,000 in 
restitution. " 

VIRGINlA 

155. Peace (If Mind Baptist Church (Reston) (Eastern District) ~ On October 12, 1996, this 
African American church was burned. The defendant, a 22~year-old Caucasian male pled guilty 

I 

to malicious burning ofa building. He received 10 years' imprisonment, indefinite probation, 
and was ordered to undergo anger management counseling. I 
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156. Green Run Baptist Churcb (Virginia Beach) (Eastern District) - On June 18, 1996, a 
" 	shed located on the property of this interracial church was burned. Two Caucasian juveniles, 

aged 16 and 13, were found guilty in state court of two counts ofarson and one count of 
conspiracy. The juveniles were on their way home after the~ attempted to steal cigarettes from a 
local store when they committed the arson. One juvenile was sentenced to five and one-half 
months of imprisonment and placed on probation for two yek. while the other was sentenced to 
10 days' imprisonment. Both were ordered to pay restitutioJ. 

i 

157. First Baptist Churcb of Centralia (Chesterfield) (Ea~tern District) - On April 16, 1996, 
this Afiican American church was burned .. At the time of the fire, the church building was not 
being used fClr worship. Its primary use was for storage. ThJ damage estimate was $200,000 .. A 
16-year-old Caucasian female and two 20-year-old CaucasiJ adults, one male and one female, 
pled guilty to state charges. The juvenile defendant pled guil~ to state arson charges and . 
received indefinite probation, an order to perform communi~ service and was ordered to pay 
restitution. One of the adult defendants was sentenced to fiv~ years of imprisonment (all . 
suspended) and continued mental health counseling. The second adult defendant was sentenced 
to five years of imprisonment (all.suspended), probation, and was ordered to pay restitution and 
continue mental health counseling and community service. 

158. Bethany Baptist Churcb (portsmouth) (Eastern DistJict) ~ On August 14, 1995, this 
Caucasian church was burned. The defendant, a34-year-old Caucasian male, pled guilty to state 
charges. The defendant was sentenced to five years ofimpriJonment. All but six months of the 
sentence was suspended. I . . 

WASRINGTON 	 \ 

159. Naval Air Station Chapel (Whidbey Island-Oak Ha~bor) (Western District) - On 
January 21, 1996, this interracial church was burned. The defendant, a 23-year-old African 
American male, was convicted on federal charges in the Whidbey Island Naval Air Station 
Court. He was sentenced to four years of imprisonment and 6rdered to pay a fine. 

160. Seventh Day Adventist Church (White Salmon) (Ealtem District) - . 
On November 4, 1997, this Caucasian church was damaged by fire. The defendant, a 26-year
old Caucasian male and volunteer fire fighter, pled guilty to three state counts of arson. He was 
sentenced to 16 months of imprisonment. . 

i 

WEST VIRGINIA. . I 	 . 
161. Elkridg;e Community Church(P~wellton) (West Virginia) - On July 30,1997, this 
Caucasian chllrch was burned. The defendant, a 42-year-old Caucasian male, pled guilty in 
federal court to violating one count of 18 U.S.C. §248(a)(3). ISentencing is pending. . 

I 	' 
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162. Breedeim Church of God (Breeden) (Southern District) - On July 30, 1996, this . 
~ Caucasian church was burned. A flammable liquid was found on newspaper near the pUlpit. The 

I 

.	damage estimate was $5,000. The defendant, a 60-year-old Qaucasian male, pled guilty to state 
arson charges .. He was sentenced to five years ofimprisonmeht, all ofwhich were suspended and· 
five years ofprobation.. .. I . 

OTHER ACTS OF VIOLENCE 

FLORIDA 

... 
163. Holy Tlinity Episcopal Church Fellowship Hall (Gainesville) (Northern District) - On 

. 

June 26. 1992, this Caucasian congregation was burned. Tw~ 28-year-old Caucasian males each 
pled guilty in federal court to violating one count of 18 u.S.cl §844(i). The arson was . 
committed to cover up a burglary. The defendants were sentenced to 30 months' imprisonment 

I 

and ordered to jointly make $50,000 in restitution to the churqh. 

IDAHO 

i 

164. Bible Study Center (Emmett) - OnNovember 14,1996, this religious, Caucasian facility 
waS damaged by fire. Two juvenile boys were sentenced in sfute court to three years of 
probation and 100 hours community service. 

KANSAS 

165. Saint Alidrews Catholic Church (Wright) - On July 17, 1997, this Caucasian facility was 
entered by two juveniles. Burned candle wicks were found nekr a fluorescent light cover which 
had melted onto the carpet. Minimal damage was caused to rue carpet. One defendant, a 15:.. 
year-old Cauc:flSian male, pled guilty to state charges anc:i was sentenced to 24 months of 
probation, court cost and attorney's fees. The other defendantl a 14 year-old Caucasian female, 
pled guilty and was also sentenced to 24 months ofprobation,Icourt costs, attorney's fees, and 
was instructed to write a letter of apology to the church. 

KENTUCKY 

166. Poplar Grove Baptist Church (Flat Lick) (Eastern District) - On April 7, 1997, this 
Caucasian churchwas broken into and vandalized with satanic\drawings and messages. Two 
female juveniles pled guilty to state charges ofcriminal mischief and burglary and were each . 
sentenced to 30 days of imprisonment, probation; $1,300 inrdtitution, counseling~ 100 hours of 
community selvice and agreed to attend services at the church. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 

167. China Grove A.M.E. Zion Church (Charlotte) (Western District) 
, I 

168. Flora VVilliams Ministries (Cbarlotte) (Western District) - On April 3, 1996 and May
I 

, 19, 1996, these African American churches received racially threatening messages on their 
telephone answering machines. Two Caucasian defendants, a'ged 22 and 21, pled'guilty in 
federal court 1:0 violating one count of 18 U.S.C. §241 (civil rights conspiracy). The 22-year-old 
defendant was sentenced to 15 months of imprisonment, thrJ years' supervised release, and was, 
ordered to pelform 100 hours of community service. The 21-year-old defendant was sentenced 
to 12 months of imprisonment, three years' supervised release, and ordered to perform 100 hours 

, of community service. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

169. Hammfilnd Grove Baptist (North Augusta) - On March 8, 1995, this African American 
church was vandalized. The vandalism consisted of racial ins~lts and swastikas being written' on 
the walls with a magic marker and the destruction ofproperty :within the church amounting to 
over $20,000 in damages. Two Caucasian juveniles, aged 14 and 16, were convicted in state 
court and sentenced to six months' probation and restitution. 

TEXAS 

, 170. Baruch Ha Shem (DaUas) (Northern District)- On A~riI26, 1997, this MeSsianic 
Congregation building was damaged by gunfIre and members rete threatened with gunfIre. The 
defendant, a 48-year-old Caucasian male, was yelling anti-se~tic epithets as he fired the 
automatic wea.pon. He pled guilty to one count of violating 18 U.S.C.§247(a)(2) and one count 

, , I 
ofviolating 18 U.S.C. §924(c). He was sentenced to 147 months' imprisonment and three years' 
supervised rel.~ase. 

TENNESSEJ!~ 

171. Mount Ararat Missionary Baptist Churcb(Trezevant)(Western District) - On June 14, 
1996, this African American church was vandalized by the sptity painting of racial epithets. The 
defendant, an 18-year.:.old Caucasian male, pled guilty to state hharges and was sentenced to 30 
days of imprisonment and supervised release for one year. 

172. Parker'5: Cbapel (Mempbis) (Western District) - On ~ugust 5, 1996, this African 
American chutch was damaged by two gun shots. One defendant, a 19-year-old Caucasian male, 

I 

pled guilty in federal court to one count ofa federal firearms violation, 18 U.S.C §922G), and 
was sentenced to two years' probation and ordered to pay restifution. Ajuvenile Caucasian male 
was convicted ofone count of 18 U.S.C. §922(x)(2) and has belen sentenced to one year of 
probation. ' 
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VERMONT 

173. Congregational United Churchof Christ (Jeffersonville) - On March 30, 1997. this 
Caucasian church was vandalized. The outside ofthe sanc* door was charred. An upside
down cross, with the words "You will bum in hell" and a fivelpoint star were carved onto the 
door. A 12-year-old Caucasian female pled guilty to state criminal mischief charges. She was . • . I 

sentenced to probation until further order ofthe court, restitution for one gallon ofpaint and 20 
hours ofcommunity service. 
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