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I
The Presid(!D.t 
~~~ 	 I

I 

Washington, D.C. 20500 	 I 

I 
 j'

, I 

Dear Mr. President: 	 I ' ' i 

n.me years ago, in response to a sharp rise in reperted attacks on our Nation's houses of I 
worship,. especially on African American churches in thel'South, you called upon all Americans Ito come together in a spirit ofrespect and reconciliation to help victimized congregations. You I 

made th{; investigation and prevention ofchurch arson a pational priority and directed the /' 
formation of the National Church Arson Task Force (NCATF or Task Force). Since June 1996, 
the Task Force has coordinated a nationwide federal, state and local law enforcement effort to I 

identify and prosecute those who burn or damage our ho,/uses ofworship, to help rebuild those I
Ihouses I:>f worship, to prevent additional fires, and to help heal community tensions resulting I 

from attackson our houses ofworship. I,..' I 
We are pleased to report that the Task Force continues to achieve marked success. The I 

number of church arsons continues on a downward tr~d this year. As we reported last year, we I 
have achieved this, in part, due to increased vigilance, /iwell-publicized arrests, and ongoing I 
prevention efforts under your Administration's three-pronged strategy. I . 

, These accomplishments notwithstanding, we lust remain vigilant. Fires continue to be . ! 
reported. As this summer's synagogue fires in SacrmPento, CaIifornia'demonstrate, arson I 
affecting America's houses ofworship is a problem that cuts across denominational, racial, and i 
geographic lines. Accordingly, we will continue aggt.essively to investigate these fires and 
prosecute those found responsible. \ I ! 

I 	 I 
Today, we are pleased to present the Third lear Report ofthe NCATF. To date: ! 
• 	 The NCA TF has opened investigatiohs into 827 arsons, bombings or attempted i 

bombings that have occurred at ho~es ofworship between January 1, 1995, andl 
October 5, 1999. I ' !' 

l• 	 Federal, state, and local law enforcement officials have arrested 364 suspects in
connection with 294 incidents. ! Il 

I . 	 . I 
The 35.6% rate ofarrest in NCATF arson cases is more than double the 16% rate • 	 . I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
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/	 /. 

I 	 Inationwide.. 
I 	 i 

• 	 Federal and state prvsecutors have successfully obtained convictions of287 /1 
defendants in connection with 206 arsons or ~ombings at houSes ofworship I 

occurring between January 1, 1995 and Octo~er 5.1999. Of that number, Federal / 
prosecutors have successfully obtained convictions of39 defendants in· II 
connection with 24 arsons or bombings ofh6uSes ofworship occurring between /1 

January 1, 1995 and October 5, 1999 that wJre motivated by bias. Other I 

defendants are awaiting trial. I 	 I 
• 	 The Community Relations Service (CRS) nas helped over 250 localities heal. I 

community tensions and rebuild communi~ trust in the aftennath ofattacks on I 
our houses ofworShip. I I 

~re are pleased to be able to report to you on an ~po~t investigative development. I 
On April 20, 1999, the United States returned two indictments charging Jay Scott Ballinger with ! 
~ series of ch~h arsons. A~ditional charges were ~l~!against Mr. Ballinger later in ~e year, to I 
mclude conspIracy to comnnt arson at 29 churches m etght states. As a result, the Ballinger . 
indictments represent the largest number of fires linked ,to a single defendant during the life of ./ 
the Task Force. We report more fully on these and related indictments in this year's report. I 

. 	 c I 	 I 
In its third year, the Task Force has effectively integrated its work into existing federal / 

law enforcement structures and taken steps to ensure iliat church arson prosecutions will be a I 
permanent priority. The innovative and highly succes~ful protocols and best practices for the i 
joint investigation and prosecution of suspected church arsonists that were developed by the / 
NCA TF Operations Team have been integrated into the operations of the Civil Rights Division I 
of the: Justice Department, the United States Attomey~' offices, the Bureau ofAlcohol, Tobacco I 

and Firearms (ATF), and the Federal Bureau ofInvesllgation (FBI); and have become a regular ! 
part I,f federal law enforcement efforts. Responsibility for federal prosecution of church arsons I 
and bombings motivated by race or religion has been: lodged in the Criminal Section of the Civil! 
Rights Division, at the Justice Department, which h~ jurisdiction over these and other Federal I 
crirrrinal civil rights cases. Regional offices ofthe JPstice Department's Community Relations ! 
Sernce have assumed responsibility for the work ofthe CRS Church Burning Response Team t«;) 
help heal community tensions resulting from churcr arson. 	 I 

. I 	 I 

At the same time, ATFand the FBI,in clos~ partnership with state and local law / 
enforcement, continue to investigate every arso~ &mbing, and attempted bombing at houses df 
worship in the United States: The Department oflIousing and Urban Development continues io 
work with the National Council of Churches, the Congress ofNational Black Churches, leading 
financial institutions, and others to help victimizett congregations rebuild. The Federal I 
Emergency Management Agency continues its eitensive prevention initiative. Through these; 
and other permanent mechanisms, the Task ForcJ remains committed to expending the time, I 
resources, and effort necessary to solve and prevtmt racially or religiously motivated arsons at 
.,ur Nation', houses ;'fworship. I .! 

I I 
I 	 I 
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r I 
" We wish to commend the Task Force co-chairs, Tre~ Under Secretary James E. " 

Johnson and Acting Assistant Attorney General Bill Lann Lee~ for their continuing dedication as 
the Task Force has institutionalized its practices and mission futo the work ofits constituent 
~ffices and agencies. The Task Force's success could not ha~e been achieved without the 
demonstrated commitment of the special agents from ATF aq.d the FBI. Justice Department and 
local prosecntors, state and local law enforcement officials, <I:RS conciliators, and countless 
other individuals have also contributed to this successful eff6rt. " I 

I 
" " The enclosed report details the progress ofthe Task Force's efforts to date. We would 


be pleased to brief you in more detail. "/. ," 


Respectfully. ' I 
. 

't. fl )"---q 
" 

Lawrenc:e ~~ers , Janet Reno I
Secrewy ofthe Treasury Attorney General 

I
Enc1os;ure 

I 
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DEPART~ENT OF ~HE TREASURY I . 
WASHINGTON, D.C. I ' . I 
Jlinuary 5. 200r 	 ACTION I 

UNDER SECRETARY 

')7 .L' Igd'- ,... ve1>njAhOA)-f! 

31.0 \f «.t r t-)rs '.!
I 

_ • I 

'~fi'1 CDAVlchu-uJ.! 

FROM: . 	 James E. JOhnSO~ ·.$~.i~ H", j) I D(iJ.V" !. 


Under Secretary~forcement) 9",W/i\ ..."af) ~ ! 

HI;. ~I 1# ! 


SUBJECT: Letter to the President and Third Year Report of the . <.. h ..rvt..,f? 


SUMMARY: 	 National Church Arson Task Ft,· !. 
The enclosed letter to the President will be transmitted ib conjunction with the Third Year Report i 
("Report") ofthe National Church Arson Task Force ('~CATF" or "Task Force''). This year, as III 

. last, the RepOrt will provide infonnation on the activiti~s of the previous fiscal year. As with . 
prior reports, the transmittal letter to the President will pe a joint letter from you and the Attorney I 
Genera.l. Once you have both signed the letter and the ,Report has been printed, the documents I 
will be forwarded to the. White House. We anticipate that the letter and the Report will be I 

rel~:d PUbliclY. during the week ofJanuary 10. ;1 . . 	 . i 
DISCUSSION: . . I 

I 

The attached letter from you and Attorney General Reno will accompany the Third Year Report I 
I 	 I 

ofthl~ National Church Arson Task Force when it is forwarded to the President. The Report has /1 


been cleared within the Treasury and Justice Departnients and is now ready to be printed. A pre
publication copy of the Report is attached. We will provide your office with a copy ofthe ! 

printed version as soon as we receive it. . I I 

There are three issues ofnote in this year's Report. ,These issues are also set forth in your and I 

Attorney General Reno's transmittal letter. First, tHe number ofchurch arsons has continued onl 

a downward trend. As we reported last year, we attHbute this decline to a variety of factors, I 

including increased vigilance, well-publicized arre~ts, and ongoing prevention efforts. Second,! 

we; are pleased to be able to report on an important/investigative development: the arrest and I 

indictment ofJay Scott Ballinger. Last April, Mr./Ballinger had two indictments returned agaibst 

him, and later in the year, additional charges were:filed against him. As a result, the Ballinger I 

indictments represent the largest number offires linked to a single defendant during the life o~ 


the Task Force. Third, we are pleased to be able fu report that the Task Force has effectively I 

integrated its work into existing federal law enfotement structures. In so doing, the federal i 

government has ensured that church arson pros,utions remain apennanent priority. ! 


I 	 I 
I I 
I 	 /
I I! 	 9N£CUTJVE seapARIAT 
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ACTION RI~QUESTED: 

That you sign the enclosed letter to the President to be transmitted in conjunction with the 


NCATF's Third Year Report. 

'. 

Let's Discuss ______ Disagree -----'-- .-4-Agree 

Enclosures: 


Tab A: Letter to the President' 

Tab i3: National Church Arson Task Force Third Year Report to the President 

-2
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE 


P. O. Box 65798 
Washington. D.C. 20530 

January 18, 2000 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Pn:sident, 

Three years ago, in response to a sharp rise in reported attacks on our Nation's houses of 
worship, especially on African American churches in the Sohth, you called upon all Americans 
to come tog1ether in a spirit of respect and reconciliation to ~elp victimized congregations. You 
made the investigation and prevention of church arson a national priority and directed the 

, ' 	 I 

formation ofthe National. ChurchAr~n ~ask Force (NCATjF or Task Force). Since June 1996, 
the Task Force has coordinated a nalJonwlde federal, state, and local law enforcement effort to . 
identify and prosecute those who bum or damage our housek of worship, to help rebuild those 
houses of worship, to prevent additional fires, and to help h~al community tensions resulting 
from attacks on,our houses ofworship. 

Weare pleased to report that the Task Force continlfes to achieve marked success. The 
number of I:hurch arsons continues on a downward trend. ts we reported last year, we have 
achieved this, in part, due to increased Vigilance, well-publicized arrests, and ongoing prevention 
efforts und'er your Administration's three-pronged strategy: '. 

I" hm . 'th d' I. "1 . F" . bTh~:se accomp IS ents not""l stan mg, we must remam Vlgt ant. Ires contmue to e 
reported. As last summer's synagob>ue fires in Sacramento~ California demonstrate, arson " 

, affecting .America's houses ofworship is a problem that cuts across denominational, racial, and 
I 

geographic: lines. Accordingly, we 'will continue aggressively to investigate these fires and 
prosecute those found responsible. 

Today, we are pleased to present the Third Year Rtn'ort of the NCATF. To date: , 

• 	 The NCATF has opened investigations intJ 827 arsons, bombings or attempted 
bombings that have occurred at houses ofJrorship between January 1, 1995 and 
October 5, 1999. 

• 	 Federal, state, and local law enforcement o:rficials have arrested 364 suspects in ' 
connection with 294 incidents. 

• 	 NCATF's 35.6 percent rate of arrest is over twice the 16 percent rate nationwide, 



.. 


• 	 Federal and state prosecutors have successfully obtained convictions of 
287 defendants in connection with 206 arsons lor bombings at houses ofworship 
occUrringbetween January 1, 1995 and October 5, 1999. Of that number, federal 
prosecutors have successfully obtained convicFions of 39 defendants in connection 
with 24 arsons or bombings ofhouses of worship occurring between 
January 1, 1995 and October 5, 1999 that wer~ motivated by bias.. Other 
defendants are awaiting tria1. 

• 	 The Community Relations Service (CRS) has Ihelped over 250 localities heal 
community tensions ~md rebuild community trust in the aftennath of attacks on 

our houses ofworship. . I· .. . 
We are pleased to be able to report to you on an important investigative development. On 

April 20, 1999, the United States returned two indictments clitarging Jay Scott Ballinger with a 
series of church arsons. Additional .;:harges were filed againJt Mr. Ballinger later in the year, to 
include conspiracy to commit arson at 29 churches in eight states. As a result, the Ballinger 
indictments represent the largest number of fires linked to a Jingle defendant during the life of 

I 
the Task Force. We report more fuUy on these and related indictments in the enclosed report: 

. .In its third year, the Task Force. has effectively integrlted its work into existing federal 
law enforcernent structures and tak~m steps to ensure that chili-ch arson prosecutions will be a 
pennanent priority. The innovative and highly successful prbtocols and best practices for the 
joint investigation and prosecution of suspected church arsoAists that were developed by the 
NCATF Operations Team have been integrated into the opet;ations of the Civil Rights Division 
of the Department ofJustice, the United States Attorneys' offices, the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms (ATF), and the Federal Bureau ofInvfstigation (FBI), and have become ~, 
regular part of federal law enforcement efforts. Responsibility for federal prosecution ofchurch . 
arsons and bombings motivated by race and religion has beeh lodged in the Criminal Section of

I 	 . 

the Civil Rights Division of the Department ofJustice, which has jurisdiction over these and 
other federal criminal civil rights cases. Regional offices ofIthe Community Relations Service 
have assuml~d responsibility for the work of the CRS Church Burning Response Team to help 

. heal community tensions resulting from church.arson. 

At the same time, ATF and the FBI, in close partnership with state and local law 
enforcement, continue to investigate every arson, bombing, bd attempted bombing at houses of 
worship in the United States. The Department ofHousing ahd Urban Development continues to 
work with the National Council ofChurches, the Congress 6fNationai Black Churches, leading 
financial institutions, and others to help victimized congreg~tions rebuild. The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency continues its extensive pr~vention initiative. Through these 
and other pennanent mechanisms, the Task Force remains cbmmitted to expending the time, 
resources, and effort necessary to solve and prevent racially or religiously motivated arsons at 
our Nation's houses ofworship. 

2 
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, We wish to commend the Task Force co-chairs, Treas~ Under Secretary James E. 
Johnson and Acting Assistant Attorney General Bill Lann Le~, for their continuing dedication as 
the Task Force has institutionalized its practices and mission into the work of its constituent 
offices and agencies. The Task Force's success could not ha~e been achieved without the 
demonstrated commitment ofthe special agents from ATF anp. the FBI. Justice Department and 
local prosecutors, state and local law enforcement officials, CRS conciliators, and countless 
other individuals have also,contributed to this successful effort.·· . 

. . . I 
The enclosed report details the progress of the Task Forcefs efforts to date. We would 

be pleased to briefyou in more detail. 

Respectfully, 

(Jv-~.j~ 
, Lawrence Ft. Summers 

Secretary of the Treasury 

Enclosure 

3 
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• 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. I . 

January 5, 2000 

UNDER SECRETARY 

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY SUMMERS 

FROM: 	 James E. JohnSo~ 

Under Secretary 1(,rtiforcement) 


SUBJECr: 	 Letter to the President and Third Year Report of the 

National Church Arson Task Force 


SUMMARY: 

. . The enclosed letter to the President will be transmitted in cop junction with' the Third Year Report 
("Report") of the National Church Arson Task Force (,'NCA:TFu or "Task Force"). This year, as . 
last, the Report will provide information on the activities ofthe previous fiscal year. As with 
prior reports, the transmittal letter to the President will be a j,oint letter from you and the Attorney 
General. OIice you have both signed the letter and the Report has been printed, the documents 
will be forwarded to the White House. We anticipate that thb letter and the Report will be 

released publicly during the week ofJanuary 10. I '. . 

DISCUSSION: 

r . 
The attached: letter from you and Attorney General Reno will accompany the Third Year Report 
of the Natiollal Church Arson Task Force when it is forwardbd to the President. The Report has 
been cleared within the Treasury and Justice Departments arid is now ready to be printed.. A pre
publication c:opy of the Report is attached. We will provide ~our office with a copy ofthe 
printed version as soon as we receive it.. I. 

There are three issues ofnote in this year's Report. These issues are also set forth in your and 
Attorney Ge'neral Reno's transmittal letter. ,First, the numbet of church arsons has continued on 
a downward trend. As we reported last year, we attribute thi~ decline to a variety of factors, 
including in(~reased vigilance, well-publicized arrests, and oJgoing prevention efforts. Second, 
we are pleast~d to be able to report on an important investigative development: the arrest and 

I . 

indictment of Jay Scott Ballinger. Last April, Mr. Ballinger had two indictments returned against 
him, and latC:r in the year, additional charges were filed agmrtst him. As a result, the Ballinger 
indictments represent the largest number offires linked to a ~ingle defendant duringthe life of 
the Task Force. Third, we are pleased to be able to report th,t the Task Force has effectively 
integrated its work into existing federal law enforcement stnlctures. In so doing. the federal 
government has ensured that church arson prosecutions remain apermanent priority. 



------

ACTION RJ~QUESTED: 


That you sign the enclosed letter to the President to be transmitted in conjunction with the 

NCATF's Third Year Report. . / 

Agree ______ Disagree Let's Discuss 

Enclosures: 

Tab A: Letter to the President 
Tab E~: National Church Arson Task Force Third Year Report to the President 

-2
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I INATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE 
I 	 / 

I 

l 	 I 

!I 
I 

I 
P.O. Box 65798 I 

'- WtlSilington, DC 20530 

The President i
The White House 
Washington. D.C. 20500 "/ 	 I

I 

"I 	 II 

II 
Dear Mr. President: I 	 I 

/ 	 I 
Three years ago, in response to a sharp rise in rep/brted attacks on our Nation's houses of" ;i 

worship, especially on African American churches in the South, you called upon all Americans 
to come together in a spirit of respect and reconciliation/to help victimized congregations. You I 
made the investigation and prevention ofchurch arson a, national priority and directed the " III 
formation ofthe National Church Arson Task Force (NCATF or Task Force). Since June 1996" 
the Task Force has coordinated a nationwide federal, st~te and local law enforcement effort to" ! 
identifY and prosecute those who burn or damage our hpuses ofworship. to help rebuild those" I 
houses ofworship, to prevent additional fires, and to help heal community tensions resulting "II 
from attacks on our houses ofworship. I " 

" / 	 IIIWe are pleased to report that the Task Force continues to achieve marked success. The' 
number ofchurch arsons continues on a downward trclnd this year. As we reported last year, we I 

have achieved this. in part, due to increased vigilancel well-publicized arrests. and ongoing II 
prev(:ntion efforts under your Administration's three~pronged strategy. I 

I 	 I 
These a:complishments notwithstan~ng. we/must rem~ vi~i1ant. Fires continue to be I 

reported. As this summer's synagogue fires In Sacramento, Cahfomlademonstrate, arson I 
affecting America's houses ofworship is a problem rthat cuts across denominational. racial, and, ! 
geographic lines. Accordingly. we will continue aggressively to investigate these fires and I 
prosecute those found responsible. I ;/ 

/ 	 I 

Today, we are pleased to present the Third ¥ear Report of the NCATF. To date: I
" I I 

• 	 The NCATF has opened investigatibns into 827 arsons. bombings or attempted! " 
bombings that have occurred at hotises ofworship between January 1. 1995, and 
October'S. 1999. . I "I 

, I 	 " I 
• 	 " Federal, state, and local law enf0r?ement officials have arrested 364 suspects m" 

connection with 294 incidents. j I 
, 	 I 

• The 35.6% rate of arrest in NCATF arson cases is more than double the 16% tate 
I 	 I 
I 	 ! 
I I 

II 	 I 

I 
I 	 I 
I 	 \' I 



nationwide. 

I 
• 	 Federal and state prosecutors have successfully obtained convictions of287 

defendants in connection with 206 arsons or ijombings at houses ofworship 
occurring between January I, 1995 and October 5, 1999. Of that number, Federal 

. prosecutors have successfully obtained convibtions of39 defendants in 
connection with 24 arsons cir bombings ofhduses ofworship occurring between . 
January 1, 1995 and October 5, 1999 that we~e motivated by bias. Other 
defendants are awaiting trial. . I 	 . 

• The Community Relations Service (CRS) has helped over 250 localities heal 
communI. 'ty tensions and rebuild communi1.YJli trust in the aftermath of attacks on 
our houses ofworship. . 

Wf: are pleased to be able to report to you on an important investigative development. 
On April 20, 1999, the United States returned two indictments charging Jay Scott Ballinger with 
a series ofchurch arsons. Additional charges were filed a~ainst Mr. Ballinger later in the year, to 
include conspiracy to commit arson at 29 churches in ei~t states. As a result, the Ballinger 
indictments represent the largest number of flres tinked to; a single defendant during the life of 
the Task Force. We report more fully on these and related indictments in this year's report. 

In its third year, the Task Force has effectively inJegrated its work into existing federal 
law enfol'cement structures and taken steps to ensure thati 

I 
church arson prosecutions will be a 

I 

permaneilt priority. The innovative and highly successful protocols and best practices for the 
joint inv,!stigation and prosecution of suspected church a1sonists that were developed by the 
NCATF Operations Team have been integrated into the operations of the Civil Rights Division 
of the Justice Department, the United States Attorneys' dffices, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms (ATF), and the Federal Bureau oflnvestig~tion (FBI), and have become a regular 
part of federal law enforcement efforts. Responsibility for federal prosecution ofchurch arsons 
and bombings motivated by race or religion has been loHged in the Criminal Section of the Civil 
Rights Division, at the Justice Department, which has jtP;sdiction over these and other Federal 
criminal civil rights cases. Regional offices of the Justice Department's Community Relations 
Service have assumed responsibility for the work ofth6 CRS Church Burning Response Team to 
help heal community tensions resulting from church arion. 

I 
. At the same time, ATF and the FBI, in close pahnership with state and local law 

enforcf;mJ.ent, continue to investigate every arson, bombing, and attempted bombing at houseS of 
worship in the United States. The Department ofHou~ing and Urban Development continues to 
work with the National Council of Churches, the Congress ofNational Black Churches, leading 
flnancial institutions, and others to help victimized co~gregations rebuild. The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency continues its extensive prevention initiative. Through these 
and other permanent mechanisms, the Task Force reniains committed to expending the time, . 
resources, and effort necessary to solve and prevent dcially or religiously motivated arsons at 
our Nation's houses ofworship. I . 

I 
I 
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We wish to commend the Task Force co-chairs, Treasury Under Secretary James E. 
Johnson and Acting Assistant Attorney General Bill Lann Leb, for their continuing dedication as 
the Task Fome has institutionalized its practices and mission/into the work of its constituent 
offices and agencies. The Task Force's success could not have been achieved without the 
demonstratedl commitment of the special agents from A TF ~d the FBI. Justice Department and 
local prosecutors, state and local law enforcement officials, aRS conciliators, and countless 

. other individuals have also contributed to this successful effdrt. 

. I 
. The enclosed report detaIls the progress of the Task Force's efforts to date. We would 

be pleased to briefyou in more detail. 

Respectfully, 

Lawrence H. Summers Janet Reno 
Secretary of the Treasury , Attorney General 

Enclosure 

3 
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·. 
NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE 

P.D.Box 65798 
WaslllllgtOll, DC 20530 

The President '. \ 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Three: years ago, in response to a sharp rise in reportcil attacks on our Nation's houses of 
worship, espc~cially on African American churches in the SoJth, you called upOn all Americans 
to come together in a spirit of respect and reconciliation to help victimized congregations. You 
made the investigation and prevention of church arson a nati6nal priority and directed the 

I 

formation ofthe National Church Arson Task Force (NCATF or Task Force). Since June 1996, 
the Task Force has coordinated a nationwide federal, state ana local law enforcement effort to 
identify and prosecute those who bum or damage our houseslofworship, to help rebuild those' 
houses ofworship, to prevent additional fires, and to help heal community tensions resulting 
from attacks on our houses ofworship. 

, We are pleased to report that the Task Force continues to achieve marked success. The 
number of church arsons continues on a downward trend this! year~ As we reported last year, we 
have achieved this, in part, due to increased vigilance, wel1-p~blicized arrests, and ongoing 
prevention efforts under your Administration'sthree-prongeq strategy. 

These accomplishments notwithstanding, we must re~ain vigilant. Firescontinue to be 
reported. As this summer's synagogue fires in Sacramento, CL:alifomia demonstrate, arson 
affecting America's houses of worship is a problem that cuts Iacross denominational, racial, and 
geographic lines. Accordingly, we will continue aggressively to investigate these fires and' 
prosecute tho.se found responsible. . I . 

Today, we are pleased to present the Third Year Replrt ofthe NCATF. To date: 

• 	 The NCATF has opened investigations into 827 arsons, bombings or attempted 
bombings thathave occurred at houses ofwork hip between January 1, 1995, and 
October 5, 1999. • 

• 	 Federal; state, and local law enforcement omJialS have arrested 364 suspects in 
connection with 294 incidents. 

• The 35.6% rate of arrest in NCATF arson casCfs is more than double the 16% rate 



;; 

nationwide. 

• Federal and state prosecutors have successfully obtained convictions of287 
defendants in connection with 206 arsons or bOmbings at houses ofworship 
occurring between January 1, 1995 and Octobb 5, 1999. Of that number, Federal 
prosecutors have successfully obtained convidtions of39 defendants in 
connection with 24 arsons or bombings ofhorlses ofworship occurring between 
January 1, 1995 and October 5, 1999 that wer~motivated by bias. Other 
defendants are awaiting trial~ I, 

• The Community Relations Service (CRS) has Ihelped over 250 localities heal 
community tensions and rebuild community ttust in the aftermath ofattacks on 
our houses ofworship. 

We are pleased to be able to report to you on an important investigative development. ~ 
On April 20, 1999, the United States returned two indictments charging Jay Scott Ballinger with 
a series ofchurch arsons. Additional charges were filed agafust Mr. Ballinger later in the year, to 
include conspiracy to commit arson at 29 churches in eight sfates. As a result, the Ballinger 
indictments represent the largest number of fires linked to a ~ingle defendant during the life of 
the Task For(:e. We report more fully on these and related indictments in this year's report. 

In its third year, the Ta&k Force has effeCtively integrlted its work into existing federal 
law enforcerntent structures and taken steps to ensure that chtftch arson prosecutions will be a 
pennanent priority. The innovative and highly successful pr<?tocols and best practices for the 
joint investig,ation and prosecution of suspected church arsonists that were developed by the 
NCATF Opeirations Team have been integrated into the oper!tions of the Civil Rights Division 
of the Justice Department, the United States Attorneys' officJs, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms (ATF), and the Federal Bureau of InvestigationI(FBQ, and have become a regular 
part of federal law enforcement efforts. ,Responsibility for feHeral prosecution ofchurch arsons 
and bombing:; motivated by race or religion has been lodged in the Criminal Section of the Civil 
Rights Division, at the Justice Department, which has jurisdi¢tion over these and other Federal ' 
criminal civil rights cases. Regional offices ofthe Justice DcPartmenfs Community Relations 
Service have assumed responsibility for the work of the CRS Church Burning'Response Team to 
help heal community tensions resulting frqm church arson. 

At the same time, A TF and the FBI, in close partnersHip with state and local law . 
enforcement, continue to investigate every arson, bombing, abd attempted bombing at houses of 
worship in thl: United States. The Department ofHousing an~ Urban Development continues to 
work with the: National Council ofChurches, the Congress of: National Black Churches, leading 
financial institutions, and others to help victimized congregations rebuild. The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency continues its extensive pre~ention initiative. Through these 
and other perlillanent mechanisms, the Task Force remains coinmitted to expending the time, 
resources, and effort necessary to solve and prevent racially dr religiously motivated arsons at 
our Nation's houses of worship. 
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We wish to commend the Task Force co-chairs, Treas'!ll'Y Under Secretary James E. 
Johnson and Acting Assistant Attorney General Bill Lann Leb. for their continuing dedication as 

1 


the Task Fore:e has institutionalized its practices and mission into the work of its constituent 
offices and agencies. The Task Force's success could not ha~e'been achieved without the 

. I 

demonstrated commitment of the special agents from ATF arid the FBI. Justice Department and 

I 


. local prosecllltors, state and local law enforcement officials. Ci:RS conciliators, and countless 
other individuals have also contributed to this successful effdrt. . I 


The (mclosed report details the progress of the Task Force's efforts to date. We would 

be pleased to brief you in more detail.· . I . . 


I 

Respectfully, 

LawrenceJl.Summers Janet RenoI 

Secretary elf the Treasury Attorney General 

Enclosure 

, 

I 
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P.O. Box 65798 i 
iWlIShingtOll, DC 20530 
I 
I 

January 2000 

I 
THIRD YEAR REPORT FOR TiDE PRESIDENT 

I 
I 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY I 
ht <:arly 1996, federal officials detected a sharp risJ in the number ofreported attacks on 

our Nation's houses ofworship, especially African Americian churches in the South. ht response 
to this trend, President Clinton directed the Attorney Gene6! and the Secretary of the Treasury to 
form the National Church Arson Task: Force (NCATF or TaskForce) in June 1996 and made the 
investigation of these fires and the swift prosecution of thb arsonists a top priority of federal law 
enforceml:nt. The President called on all Americans to cdme together in a spirit ofrespect and 
reconciliation to help victimized congregations rebuild aJd to heal tensions in affected 

, , I 
commuruties. I 

The President directed his Administration to impl:ement a three-pronged strategy: 
identify Imd prosecute the arsonists; help communities rebuild the burned houses ofworship; and 
offer assistance in preventing more fires. Working in pahnership with state and local law 
enfo~enilent and co~unity ,and private gro,':lps, feder,ali?fficials have continued to achieve 
consIderable success In carrymg out the PresIdent's mISSion and strategy. 

I " " 

The success ofthe President's strategy is clear ahd measurable. We are pleased to report 
that the number of church arsons continues on a down,ard trend. We believe this is due to 
increas(~d vigilance, well-publicized arrests and prosecutions, and enhanced prevention 
strategies. i 

I 
" Yet, even as victimized churches ar~ rebuilt and the number of fires declines. reports of 

new fires continue, We must remain vigilant. We mu~t work to heal tensions in affected " 
communities and to rebuild affected houses ofworshi~. We must not let those who espouse hate 
prevail. Accordingly, we cOntinue aggressively to inv~stigate these fires and prosecute those 
arrestf:d. The following presents highlightS of the rep6rt. " 

"/
Prosecutions I 

• 827 htcident htvestigations - The NCATF has! opened investigations into 827 arsons, 
bombings or attempted bombings that have occurred at houses ofworship between 
January 1, 1995 and October 5, 1999. I " " 

" I "I . 
I 

I 




« 

• 	 364 Alrrests - Federal, st3.te, and local authorities have arrested 364 suspects in connection' 

with 294 of the 827 incidents. . ' . I . . . 
• 	 35.6% Arrest Rate - The 35.6% rate of arrest in NCATF arson cases is more than double 

· the 16% rate of arson arrests nationwide. /. .. . 

• 	 287 Convictions - Between January 1,' 1995 and October 5, 1999, federal and state 
I 

prosecutors successfully obtained convictions of287 defendants in connection with 206 
incidents. Most of the incidents involved arsons at h6.uses ofworship, but some involved 
the use of firearms, bombs or violent threats against h~uses ofworship. . 

Rebuilding 

• 	 The Department ofHousing and Urban Development (HUD) continues to work in 
partnc:rship with the:; National Council ofChurches anti the Congress ofNational Black 
Churt~hes to provide assistance to congregations in thbir rebuilding efforts. 

• 	 HUD administers the $10 million Federal Loan oultee Fund, which was established 
by Congress as part of the 1996 Church Arson PreveAtion Act to assist the rebuilding 
effort. Approximately $3.8 million in loan guaranteelcommitments were made as of 
October 5, 1999. 

• 	 HUD, with participation from the Departments ofTreasury and Justice, convened a 
. . 	 I 

conference with senior-level officials of some of the Nation's largest financial institutions 
and ()ther Washington-area lenders. The conference ~as designed to enlist participation 
in making loans to restore places ofworship. HUD understands the importance of 
main.taining this special partnership and is acting on ~ number of recommendations made 

. . 	 I 

by the financial institution representatives regarding Ilending operations and the loan 
guarantee process. 

Prevention 

• 	 The National Arson Prevention Initiative (the Initiative) continues to create coalitions. and 
provide communities with the tools and technical as~istance necessary to battle arson. 
The Initiative issued $225,000 in arson prevention gtants to 14 cities in Fiscal Year 1998 
and $125,000 to eight cities in Fiscal Year 1999. I . 

• 	 The National Arson Prevention Clearinghouse (the Clearinghouse) was established to 
provide public education materials and coordinate tJchnical assistance requests from 
communities. Accessible by a toll~free number (1 ~888-603-3100), the Clearinghouse has 
reached over three million individuals, organizationk, and communities with arson 

· awareness and prevention materials since its inception in 1996. 

· . ~ fth I ... . d I I '. 	 I• 	 The pnmary LOCUS 0 e mtlative IS to eve op arson prevention awareness at p aces of 
· wotship. The Initiative, however, also focuses on juvenile firesetting. These efforts 
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complement the programs of the United States Fire Administration (USFA), which has 
beencombating this problem since the 1970's. I 

• 	 NCATF data indicate that many church arsons are set by juveniles. During Arson 
. 	 I 

Awareness Week in 1999, the Initiative sponsored a sCpminar entitled "Community 
Awanmess: Child Firesetting and Juvenile Arson." The seminar generated community 
awareness about the role of fire service, law enforcembnt, and education personnel and 
emphc'lsized the seriousness and magnitude of the child firesetting and juvenile arson 
probl(:In that exists nationally and locally. 

• The Community Relations Service (CRS) plays a key role in the work of the Task Force. 
CRS c~ontinues to provide conflict prevention and resolution assistance to local officials, 
law el:lforcement authorities, clergy, and other leader~ in some 17 states across the 

country. 	 I, 
• 	 In December 1998, CRS participated with other members of the NCATF, including the 

Fedel'al Bureau ofInvestigation (FBI), the Bureau ofiAtcohol, Tobacco and'Firearms 
(ATF), the Department ofHousing and Urban Devel~pment, and the Civil Rights 
Division of the Department ofJustice, in a three-day National Church Burning Status 
Confi:rrence in Atlanta, Georgia. 

• 	 CRS remains committed to dispatching conflict resolution and reconciliation experts 
from its regional offices to work directly with local communities to promote multfracial 
COOpl:I'a,tion in the 'construction ofhouses ofworshipJ and to provide technical assistance 
in WiLyS that bring together law enforcement agencie~ and minority neighborhoods. 

hi this third year, the NCATF concentrated its resou:r;ces on identifying and prosecuting 
suspected arsonists, rebuilding damaged or destroyed houses ofworship, preventing future 
damage and destruction, and coordinating reconciliation in ~ffected communities. Outlined in 
this report aire the results of the past year. 

A PERMANENT PRIORITY 

. . In June 1996, President Clinton established the NCATF to coordinate the efforts of 
federal, state, and local law enforcement in response to a sh~ increase in reports of attacks on 
churches, pllrticularly African American churches in the South. Attorney General Janet Reno 
promptly directed all 94 U.S. Attorneys to establish or expahd local task forces focusing on 
arsons at houses ofworship in their districts. These local takk forces brought together state and . 
local law eI1lforcement. fire prevention officials, special agdtts ofATFand the FBI, mediators 
from the CRS, and victim/witness coordinators. 
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, Congress also supported the'efforts ofthe Task Force by strengthening federal ,laws. At 
the time ofth~: formation ofthe Task Force, federal prosecutots often relied on general anti-arson 
statutes, such as the Anti-Arson Act of 1982, to prosecute tho~e who used fire to destroy property 
involved in interstate commerce (18 U.S.C. § 844(i». Under briminal civil rights statutes, they 
also had the a'uthority to prosecute those who conspired to d~rive persons oftheircivil rights or 
desecrated religious property or a house ofworship under 18 U.S.C. §§ 241 and 247. On July 3, 
1996, President Clinton signed the Church Arson Prevention Act of 1996, which granted federal 
prosecutors gJreater power in pursuing those who bum and d~ecrate houses ofworship. 

" The NCATF has ensured th~t the investigation and p4secution of attacks on houses of 
worship remains a permanent priority within the Federal govJrnment, and that the innovative and 
highly successful practices of the NCATF Operations Team become a regular part of federal law 
enforcement 4!fforts. The NCATF Operations Team establis~ed protocols and guidelines for the 
joint investigation and prosecution of suspected arsonists. The protocols and best practices 

, developed by the Operations Team remain in force as the T~k Force has integrated its work into 
the existing structures of the Civil Rights Division, the United States Attorneys' offices, A TF, 
and the FBI. ',' I ' ' " 

For the NCATF, best practices include the use of an may oflaw enfo~cement tools.
I, ' , 

FoT'instance, the databases and computer systems ofATF and the FBI are used to track and ' 
analyze evidc'mce and to generate investigative leads. A nati6nwide investigative lead database 
maintained by ATF helps identify, sort, and track informatiob from selected church arsons. The 
Geographic Information System's computer technology also lis used as an investigative tool to 

,I . . 

identify trends and patterns in tabular data through the use ofmaps. Investigators look to see 
I ' 

whether unsc.lved crimes against houses ofworship are related to solved crimes that have been 
committed at a nearby religiouS institution , that is located acrbss ajurisdictional boundary, such 
as a county or state border. 

, As reported last year, the NCATF took action to ensure that prosecutions of attacks on 
houses ofworship continue as a permanent priority. To this lend, the Task Force lodged the 
responsibilit,y for federal prosecution ofchurch arsons and bombings motivated by race or 
religion in the Criminal Section of the Civil Rights Divisionj the existing structure within the 
Justice Department that has jurisdiction over these and other

l
federal criminal civil, rights cases. 
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Progress To JDate 

Investigations 

We are pleased to report, once NaUonwld. 5 Year 
Church AI'1IOIII Bomblnoagain this year, that the nwnber of Attempbld BombinOTnHld 

church arsons: has declined. We believe 
that this is due to more focused 
investigative efforts, well-publicized 
arrests and prosecutions, and an i : 
enhanced preVention strategy. 

II2CO 
Notwithstanding these results, I ISO 

we must remain vigilant. Arsons at our I 
I 

100Nation's houses ofworship continue to 
occur. We continue aggressively to eo 

investigate tlites~ fires and prosecute o 
those arrested. 

As ofOctober 5, 1999, the NCATF has opened I Into 827 arsons, bombings, 
or attempted bombings that have occurred at houses ofworshlp since January 1, 1995. (See ' 
Appendix 1, Charts A, Q, R, and S reflecting the nwnber ofJhurch arsons, bombings, and 
attempted bombings nationwide; see Charts T, U, and V reflbcting the nwnber of church arsons, 
bombings, arid attempted bombings in the South). In addition to those investigations, federal and 

I ' 

state law enfhrcement and fire officials have responded to 403 fires that were determined to be 
caused accidentally and to 173 fires for which the cause remluns undetermined. 
, , ,I 

Ofthe 827 incidents that the NCATF investigated, 269 have involved African American 
churches, 185 of which are located in the southern United Stktes (See Appendix 1, Chart A 
reflecting total house ofworship arsons and bombings; see Appendix 1, Charts G-P for a list of 
church fire investigations throughout the United States). 

Arrests 

Partrlership among l!lw enforcement agencies has pI'<?duced a significant nwnberof state 
and federal arrests. Between January 1, 1995, and October 5, 1999, federal, state, and local 
authorities arrested 364 defendants in connection with 294 6fthe 827 incidents that the Task 

, I 

Force has investigated. The 35.6% arrest rate is more than double the general arrest rate for 
, arsons, whic;h is approximately 16%, according to Justice nbpartment statistics (See Appendix 1, 
Chart B). 

Of tile 364 persons arrested, 301 are Caucasian, 55 are African American, and eight are 
Hispanic. Juvenile arrests nwnbered 144. Ofthe 119 susPePts arrested for arsons at African 
American churches, 75 are Caucasian, 43 are African American, and one is Hispanic. Ofthe 240 
suspects arrl~sted for arsons at non~African American house~ ofworship, 221 are Caucasian, 12 
are African American, and seven are Hispanic. Five CaucJian suspects were arrested for arsons 
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at both Africatl American and non-African American churches (See Appendix I, Charts C-F arid 
I 

W-Y). As of October 5, 1999, there were 516 open investiga,ons in which arrests have not yet 
been made. Since January I, 1995, there have been 17 investigations solved with no arrests. 
(Investigations may be considered solved without arrest when, for example, the child is too 
young to prosecute or the church refuses to press charges.) I . . 

On April 20, 1999, the United States returned two indictments charging Jay Scott 
Ballinger with a series ofchurch arsons. One indictment, retinned in the Southern District of 
Indiana, charged Ballinger with seven church arsons. The sebond, filed in the Northern District 
ofGeorgia, alleged that Ballinger was responsiblefor three atsons. One ofthe Georgia fires led 
to the death ofa volunteer firefighter. . I .. 

After additional investigation, Ballinger was charged !with two·fires in the Middle District 
ofGeorgia on May 20, 1999 and the Indiana indictment was superceded on July 27, 1999 to 
include a conspiracy to commit arson at 29 churches in eightl states - 14 in Indiana, five in 
Georgia, two in Ohio, four in Kentucky, aild one each in California, Missouri, South Carolina 
and Tennesst~e. Many of the fires alleged to have been co~tted in furtherance of the _ 

. I . 

conspiracy have also been charged by the United States as s~arate crimes ofarson in the 
jurisdictions where those fires occurred. The Ballinger indidtments represent the largest number 
offires linked to a single defendant during the life ofthe TJk Force. 

. Ballinger was arrested in February 1999, after being lintervieWed by agents investigating 
a rash of fin:s in southern Indiana, and remains in federal cuStody. If convicted on all charges, 
Ballinger fa4:es a minimum imprisonment term of 90 years.ITrial has been set for February 2000 
in the Southern District of Indiana. No trial date is currently scheduled in either district on the 
Georgia charges. .. .. . I . 

Fedf-Tal authorities have charged two other persons in relation to several Indiana fires. 
Dona:ld Puckett pleaded guilty to one count ofarson and wa;s sentenced on September 30, 1999 
to 27 months in prison. On November 9, 1999, Angela Wqod pleaded guilty to conspiring to 
commit church arson and the commission ofmultiple church fires in connection with arsons at 
five churches within the Southern District ofIndiana. The ~vidence at the plea hearing .showed 
that Wood traveled from state to state with Jay Scott Ballinger seeking churches to bum. No 
sentencing date has been scheduled for Wood. I. 

These arrests and charges would not have been possible without the tireless efforts and 
cooperation ofmany state, local and federal agents, prosectitors and officers. 

As in all cases at this stage, the charges are only an a:llegation ofguilt and are not proof of 
any crime. The defendant is presumed innocent and retains that presumption unless and until 
proven gui1ty beyond a reasonable doubt. . 
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Convictions 

Betw(:en January 1, 1995 and October 5, 1999, federal, state, and local prosecutors 
. successfully ()btained convictions of287 defendants in connebtion with 206 arsons or bombings 

ofhouses ofworship. (See Appendix 1, Chart Z; see also Appendix 2. for a list of incidents in 
which a conviction has been obtained between September 9, 1998 and October 5, 1999). Ofthe 

. I 

73 defendant:) who have been convicted of federal charges, 39'defendants were convicted of 
crimes arising from 24 arsons or. bombings motivated by bi~. Thirty ofthose defendants(were 
convic~ed of hate crimes charges~ and the remaining nine we~e convicted of, or were allowed to 
plead guilty to, other federal charges. (See Appendix 3 for a'lisrofFederal hate crimes. 
convictions.) . 

REBUILDING 

The Church Arson Prevention Act of 1996 authorized the establishment ofa Loan 
Guarantee R,ecovery Fund for use byHUD to assist in rebuilding places ofworship damaged or 
destroyed by arson. With this $10 million funding mechanisb, HUD can guarantee specific 
loans made by financial institutions to nonprofit org~atiorts, including houses ofworship, to 
aid in rebuilding property damaged or destroyed by an act 01 acts of arson or terrorism. 

In addition to administering the Loan Guarantee Recovery Fund, HUD continues to work 
in partnership with the National Council ofChurches (NCC), and the Congress ofNational Black 
Churches (CNBC). which also provide assistance to congregations in their rebuilding efforts. 
HUD Secretary Cuomo created this pUblic-private partnership under the National Rebuilding 
lnitiative. which has been maintained by the partnership to ~id in the rebuilding of houses of 
worship. While the partners provide grants for rebuilding, HUD provides loan guarantees. 

To date; the partnership has provided approximately $12.4 million in direct assistance for· 
the rebuilding ofburned places ofworship. Of this amount, approximately $9 million was in the 
form of graIlts awarded by the NCC and the CNBC. Additionally, approximately $3.3 million 
was provided as private loans guaranteed by HUD. Thiscoinbined assistance ofgrants and' 
guarimteed loans has resulted in assistance to burned placesiofworship in twenty-eight states. 
The chart below illustrates assistance by states. States in the South have received most of the 
financial support and related resources. 
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STATES I_NO. OF GRANTSJLOANS I 

. In addition to tbi. direct assistance, over 300 places Jworship have been contacted and 
evaluated as to their rebuilding plans and needs. Of those places of worship, 70 have been 
completely rf~bujlt and another 89 are in various stages ofre'uilding. 

. Grants and guaranteed loan funds have been used to finance a wide variety of rebuilding 
activities to include acquisition ofreal property, constructiori materials, furnishings, plans and 
specifications, site improvements, the installation ofsecurityII systems, and related costs. Also, 
much has been provided in the form ofin·kind contributions to the rebuilding effort. Such 
contributioru; have been in the form ofvolunteer labor and project management, architectural and 
legal assistartce, donated lumber, construction modules, pew~. altar furnishings, bibles, hymnals, 
and choir robes. The sources of in-kind contributions have oeen many, including other 
congregatio[1S around the country, private companies, nonpr6fit organizations and individuals. 

In addition to financial assistaiIce, in-kind contributJns, and volunteer coordination. the 
rebuilding drort aided places ofworship in yet another impJrtant way: the provision of technical 
assistance. the National Council ofChurches conducted sitb assessments and visits, and 
provided each congregation with the information, resources bd networking that addressed their 
individual situation. The CNBC also performed assessmentt assisted with construction 
planning, mule insurance and fire prevention information a~ailable. established a special arson 
prevention program, and made on-site visits. HUD provided detailed information on the loan 

I 

guarantee ptogram, and continued to identify financial instifutions interested in providing 
rebuilding l()ans fQr guarantee by HUD. 
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Recent Activity 

In an t~ffort to ensure adequate rebuilding resources, HUD, with participation by the 
Departments of Treasury and Justice, 'convened a conference [with senior-level officials ofthe 
Nation's largt~st financial institutions (banking, mortgage banking, and credit unions) to discuss 
the continuing need for their participation in making loans to Irestore places ofworship. 
Seventeen senior officials attended the conference. A few others not able to attend made HUD 
aware oftheiir interest in being part ofa participating lenders Igroup for those places ofworship 
that may need assistance in rebuilding. HUD understands tht importance ofmaintaining this 
special partn€~ship and is acting on a number ofrecommenrnitions made by the financial 
institution rquesentatives to improve the loan-making and thh loan guarantee process. 

Future Actions 

HUD plans to reach out periodically with a pUblic-private partnership perspective to 
those who can provide the assistance needed to restore, replabe, and repair houses ofworship 

, destroyed or damaged by these heinous acts. 

In the upcoming months, in continuation ofits outreach efforts, HUD will again host a set 
ofconferencc~s in various parts of the country for affected co*gregations interested in the HUD 
loan guaranU,e process and in receiving training on that process and in the area of financial 
management. ' ' 

Assistance to Date 

As of October 5, 1999, approximately $3.3 million in loan guarantee commitments were 
made to ten different churches. These churches include: Emfnanuel Church (Decatur, AL), ' 
Second New Light OFW Baptist Church (Bridgeport, CT), New Birth Temple Church of God In 
Christ (COGIC, Shreveport, LA), Greater Mount Zion Tabet.nac1e (portsmouth, V A), New 
Harvest BapHst (Town of Cornwall, NY), Bethel AME Churph (Monroeville, PA), Southtowns 
Christian Center (Lakeview, NY), Avenue M COGIC (Birmingham, AL), Springhill Missionary 
Baptist Church (Memphis, TN), and Greater Holy Temple CbGIC (Wichita, KS). 

Who May Apply 

The HUD loan guarantee process accepts applications from nonprofit organizations, 
including houses of worship, which are described in SectionISOI(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986. Though the organization may not have sougqt or obtained a ruling from the IRS 
under this section, its purpose must be consistent with that of organizations described therein. 
To qualify, a. federal, state, or local fire official must certify the fire at the place of worship to be 
arson. For purposes of the guarantee process, the financial ihstitution which serves as a lender 
may be a balllc, trust company, savings and loan association, Icredit union, mortgage company, or 
other issuer regulated by the Federal Deposit Insurance COIP,oration, the Office ofThrift 
Supervision, the Credit Union Administration, or the U.S. Cbmptroller ofthe CUrrency. 'The 
financial institution may also be a pension fund. 
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Application P'rocess 

A place ofworship initiates the loan-making process b¥ submitting a HUD application to 
a local bank oir other financial institution requesting a rebuilding loan. The financial institution 
reviews the applicatio~ seeks additional financial data (ifnec~ssary), conducts its underwriting 
analy~is (using its own underwriting standards), and makes a ~ubmission to HUD requesting a 
loan guarantel~. The Secretary ofthe Department ofHousing bd Urban Development is 
authorized to guarantee up to 100% of the loan amount. 

HUD 'will participate in the rebuilding process througQ new construction, rehabilitation of 
real property, refmancing of existing debt, or restoration or a~quisition ofpersonal property, and 
related costs. Assistance may be given ifthe insurance proce~ds for the property are not 
sufficient to complete rebuilding or to reimburse the related lbssldamage. 

PREVENTION 

Community.,Based Arson Prevention Efforts 

Efforts to prevent arsons from occurring represent the third prong of the President's· 
I 

nationalstrat1egy. Working under the National Arson Prevention Initiative, communities 
I 

continue to c:reate coalitions and are provided by the Federal :Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) with the tools and technical assistance necessary to battle arson .. . . I 

The Initiative issued $225,000 in Arson Prevention Grants to 14 cities in Fiscal Year 
I 

1998 and $125,000 to eight communities in Fiscal Year 1999. These funds will be used to build 
community-based coalitions and combat arson at the grassrobts level. . . I . 

The following cities each received $15,000 in FY 1998: 
. I 

Sacramento. California Lynn, MaSsachusetts 
Baltimore, Maryland New YorklCity, New York 
Burlington, Vermont Younl!StoWn. Ohio 
Clark CountylLas Vegas, Nevada Portland. @regon 
Danville, Illinois Houston, Texas 
New Orleans, Louisiana· Mjlwaukee, Wisconsin 
Duluth, Minnesota i 

. . . I" . 
The followillg cities are setting up regional coalitions and r9ceiving $30,000: Orange CoUnty, 
Florida; Os(;eola County, Florida,; and Orlando, Florida. This regional alliance will offer 

I 

services to 1.5 cities with an estimated popUlation of950,000. 
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The fcmowing cities each received $15,625 in FY 1999: 
I 

Anchorage, AJaska Camden~ Nbw Jersey 
Denver, Colorado Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Spartanburg, South Carolina Elisabeth, Rennsvlvania 
Cedar Falls, ]owa' Woonsocket, Rhode Island 

I 
These cities join the-four original Initiative municipalities ofMacon, Georgia; Charlotte, North 
Carolina; Nai;hville, Tennessee; and Utica, New York. 

Most communities have used their arson prevention grants to address juvenile firesetting 
or church arson prevention. Other challenges include initiatihg church watch programs, 
boarding-up or demolishing vacant and abandoned buildings i(Target Arson Program or TAP), 
developing slricter code enforcement, and implementing church arson awareness programs. 

Arson Prevention Clearmghouse 

The Clearinghouse was established to provide public education materials and coordinate 
technical ass:istance requests from communities. Accessible by a toll-free number (1-888-603
3100), the Clearinghouse has reached over three million indirduals, organizations, and 
communities with arson aWareness and prevention materials since its inception in 1996. 

I 

Working through the National Council ofChurches, the CNBC, and others in the religious 
community, thousands ofhouses ofworship have been reacHed with arson prevention pamphlets 
and brochurc;:s. Materials distributed through the Clearinghohse include threat assessment and 
fire safety documents, juvenile firesetter intervention brochtri-es, public education materiills 
including bumper stickers, community organization information, and coalition building guidance 
manuals. Thle Clearinghouse distributes to affected commwiities more than 500,000 information 
packets annll,ally. . 

Juvenile FiJ'esetter Prevention 

. The initial and primary focus ofthe Initiative was to develop arson prevention awareness. 
The prevention ofjuvenile frresetting is also an issue currently being highlighted. These efforts 
complement the vigilant programs ofthe USF A, which has ~een combating this problem since 
the 1970's. I 

Along with the help of the USF A, the Initiative has developed three juvenile frresetting
training packages. They are Child Firesetter and Juvenile Atson Community Awareness, 
Professional Development, and Practitioner Training Needs.! 

Public Edul~ation 

During the first week ofMay 1999, the Initiative spqnsored National Arson Awareness 
Week for the third consecutive year. This event was built oh the concept ofcreating an 
identifiable, unifying message for arson prevention. The tlJee major goals ofArson Awareness 
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Week were to:: 1) create a national umbrella of recognition, awareness, and understanding of 
arson problems throughout the United States; 2) highlight accbmplishments and successes of the 
eighteen pilot communities under the Initiative and embrace t~n additional communities as part 
ofthe coalition building effort; and 3) promote the dissemination of arson awareness, preventiori, 
and investigation literature and training materials via the CleaHnghouse. The Initiative worked 
with other pattners such as the International Association ofAl:son Investigators (lAAI) to help 

I . 

encourage communities to become involved in building solutions to their arson problems. 
I . . 

FEMA promoted broad public education efforts by en:listing the help ofvarious national 
television, radio, and print media outlets. Chapters of the ~ hosted events and activities in 
almost every state. Under the Initiative,·the eighteen arson pilot cities and counties launched 
their arson prevention partnerships in 1997 with strong co1l1.Iriunity support. One year later, the 
model programs they developed were showcased' nationally cind became the impetus for an 
additional ten communities to participate in the roll-out events during Awareness Week 1998. 
Some 150 cities across the country participated in that NatioJal Arson Awareness Week . 

. During Arson Awareness Week in 1999, the Initiativl sponsored a seminar called 
. "Community Awareness: Child Firesetting and Juvenile Ars6n." This was part of the National 
Town Meetil'lg (NTM) for a Sustainable America that took place during May 2-8, 1999 in Detroit 
Michigan. The NTM highlights nationwide best practices arid protocols for arson prevention. 
The "C?mm'llnity Awarenes~: ~hild Fires~tting ~d Juvenile: Arson" seminm:. which was held at 
the National Emergency TralDlOg Center 10 EmmItsburg, M~land, was desIgned to generate 
community ilwareness about the role of fire service, law enf6rcement, and education personnel 
and to emphasize the seriousness and magnitude ofthe chil~ firesetting and juvenile arson 
problem that exists nationally and locally. The program informed the community-at-Iarge so 

. they could better understand children's perception of fire an~ how it could be misused. It 
focused on motivating the community to form a communitytbased effort, involving all necessary 
services, organizations, agencies, and individuals and emphasized the importance of . . 
collaborative efforts. The audience for this successful presehtation included fire service officers, 
law enforcement officials, childcare agencies, and members ofboth the USF A Program Office 
and the National Fire Academy. 

Technical Assistance and Training 

The Initiative and National Volunteer Fire Council sponsored an Arson Detection & 
Prevention in a Rur8.t Communities seminar. The seminar ~lso took place at the National 
Emergency Training Center in Emmitsburg. Maryland in F~bruary 1999. The training targeted 
membersojfvolunteer fire departments responsible for arsoh prevention and investigation and 
was supported by a grant from the Initiative.· I . . 

Dur:ing 1998 and 1999, the Initiative sponsored dozens of training seminars. These were 
delivered t() local communities via the Council ofNational/Black Churches. National Sheriffs 
Associatioll, and the National Coalition ofBurned Churches. 
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MemoranduJD of Understanding with Congress of National Black Churches, Inc. 

Spearheaded by the Initiative, FEMA signed a Memo~dum ofUnderstanding (MOU) 
with the CNBC to provide training and public education for cpurches and houses of worship. 
The overarching goal ofthis initiative is to prevent arson and:promote arson awareness. This 
confirmed the: USFA commitment to providing asignificant ih-kind contribution to CNBC's 
Church Rebuilding and Arson Prevention efforts. The contribution will include technical 
assistance, mitigation, arson prevention materials, and training in the areas ofcommunity 
coalition building and arson prevention. In response to the pt[oblems at houses ofworship, 
CNBC launched its three-year Church Rebuilding and ArsonlPrevention Program in January 
1998 to rebuild burned churches, prevent arson, and promote Imultiracial and ecumenical 
inclusiveness for the new millennium. Since its inception, CNBC's Church Rebuilding Program 
has provided the financial support needed to rebuild 32 ofthJ.50 targeted churches. . 

RECONCIl.,IATION 

. The CommunitY Relations Service plays a key role in the work ofthe Task Force. CRS 
continues to provide conflict prevention and resolution assistbce to local officials, law 

. I 

enforcement authorities, clergy, and other leaders in some 1 ~ states across the country. CRS 
regional offkes, along with two contractors, have assumed rCfSPOnsibility for the work of the 
CRS Church Burning Response Team. Their close work with U.S. Attorneys, community 
leaders, and federal, state, and local law enforcement developed the relationship that facilitated 
the coordinated effort necessary for community healing and reconciliation to occur. 

CRS is committed to dispatching conflict resolution id reconciliation experts from its 
regional offices to work directly with local communities to p~omote multiracial cooperation in 
the construction ofhouses ofworship, and to provide technical assistance in ways that bring 
together law enforcement agencies and minority neighborhobds. 

CONCLUSION 

. This year we have seen law enforcement, government agencies, private groups, and 
individuals (:ontinue their tireless and diligent efforts to inve~tigate fires, identify and prosecute 
arsonists, rebuild houses ofworship and restore communities. . 

. While the statistics indicate great progress in the fiJt against church arsons, and while 
our community work yields refurbished and healing commumties, our task is not yet compJete. 
We have thus made combating arsons at America's housesdfworship a permanent priority. We 
do this recognizing the continuing conimitment necessary n6t only to prevent future fires, but 
also to hea1.racial divides. ' 
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASI( FORCE 

. Racial Makeup ofSubjects Arrested for Church Arsons/Bomhings 


In the South 

January 1; 1995 .. October. 5, 1999 


ALL AFRICAN AMERICAN " OTHER 
HOUSES OF WORSHIP HOUSES OF WORsmp ~ " HOUSES OF WORSmp " 

ARSONS -149 ARSONS-58 ARSONS -91 
BOMBINGS-4 BOMBINGS~2 BOMBINGS-2 

:1 
I 

NOTE: FOUR (4) ADDITIONAL CAUCASIAN SUBJECTS ARRESTED FOR ARSONIBOMBINGOF AN 
AFRICAN AMERICAN HOUSBOF WORSHIP AND A NON-AFRICAN AMERICAN HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
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1220 SUBJECTS ARRESTED IN THE SOUTH I" 
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSONTASI{ FORCE 
Church Incidents in the United States'. 
. January 1, 1995 -Present 

- & 1 

ALABAMA .6 ARIZONA.6 .ARKANSAS ~ 
10/31195 Pennlngton~ AL - Faith Whole Truth '02109196 Tucson, AZ - First Southern Baptist 05l21ID5 Shirley, AA -Universal Church of God 
'12122195 Boligee, AL - Mt. Zion Baptist 04110196, Phoenix, AZ - Greater New Mt. ZIon 05102196 Halena, AR - Church Hom:;s of the Lord 
01/11/00 Boligee, AL ~ Little Mt. Zion 07123196 Glendale, AZ -Iglesia Del Nombre 07/20/96 Arl<sdelphia, AR - Clayborn Chapel 
01/"12196 Boligee, AL - Mt. Zoar Baptist 07/23196 Tucson, PIZ.. Korean First Full Gospel 07/27/96 Camden, AR - NeW CalvalY Church 
0?f2lV9tl Tyler, AL - New liberty Baptist 09130196 Yuma, AZ - Our Lady of Guadeloupe 08/20196 Marvell, AR - Mt. Zion Missionary 
03126196 Browns, AL - Central Missionary Baptist 10/01/96 Yuma, AZ. - Union Baptist 08121/96 Turner, AR - St. MaUhew Miss, Baptist 
05/oO/D6 Nauvoo, AL - Ashbank Freewill 11/01/96 Glendale, AZ - Trinity Mennonite 08124196 Benton, AA - l<entucl<y Missionary 
06103196 Greensboro, AL· Rising Star 11/09/96 PhoenIx, AZ- Temple Beth Israel, 09/261~6 Helena, AR - Fredonia Miss, Daptlst 
07/22/96 Tyler, Ai. - Isabella Baptist 12122196 Phoenix, AZ - Gosirel Center & School 10131/96 Grilfithville, AR - Pleasant Grove Bapt. 
0712W90 Decatur, AL - EmanuelOutreach 01/23197 Chandrer. AZ - New Life Trinlly C.O.G. 11/17/96 Luxora, AR - PrIncess Chapel Mission. 
08131/96 SI{yline. AL - SI'Yline F.ree Holiness 06130197 Tucson, AZ - Tanque Verde Lutheran 04/02197 Beardon, AA - EI Bethel C.O.G. in Christ 
09110100 Dothan, AL - First Assembly of God 03122199 Tucson, AZ. - Mt. Sinai Baptist Church 07/17/97 Luxora. AR - Lmcora 1=lr51 B'.pli!Jt 
10127/96 Eastaboga, AL - Sunlight Baptist *Osi23/99 Heber,l\Z. - Laller Day Saints 07/19/97 Miss. Co., AR - Princess Chapel Church 
11114190 tiefelln,"AL - Born Again Church of Christ om 9/97' Joiner, .AA - .Joiner Churr.h of Ghrist 
OJ/01l97 Little River, AL - St, Joseph Baptlst oatt4/97 Shirley. An - Universal Church ot God' 
07/01197 Little River. AL - Tate Chapel AME Zion 10/05197 Forest City. An - Forest Hills United Meth, 

-----~07/05/97-Moblla. At:--~St;_dohn!s~Daliverance-Tamp. ,09/23190 lillie Rocl{.!\R - Capital View Baptist . 
09121107 Johns, AL - Holiness Dellv. Tabernacle· 10/04/90 Harrison. AA - FirSt Chrifilian Churcti'---
1"1117/97 Docena. AL - St. P~ul CME 02102199 Magnolia, AA -,Full Gospell-Iollnoss 
'111"19197 Oal( Grove, AL.:. Five Points Baptist 07125199 N. Little Rocl<. AR - RlveNlew AME Ch. 
09/04/9Q Lisman, AL - Gllfield Baptist Church OfV28199 Harrison, AR - Northvale Baplist Church 

AL.ASKA~ 
07/06197 Fairbanl(s, f\1<- Ch. Of Latter Day Saints 

Chal't 1 of 10 
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CAUFORNIA .6 CAUFORNiA (Continued) ~ FLORIDA .Jil . 
00(25195. Dana Point, CA - Soulh Shores Coillmuntly 06112199 ~os Angeles, CA - St Thomas th:, Apostle 05/06195 Tallahassee, FL _First [lorn Church 
mV1 MID Sprln(J ValJey, QA - TrJnlly Presbyterian 06118199 Qacramento, CA - Beth Shalom ...,ynagogue04/13196 Loe Co., FL _ Gunnery nuad Bupliat 
00101/96 EI Monte, CA - First Baptist Church , 06116199 Sacramento, CA - ~1I{Uah Synagogue 04/14/90 Invemessj FL - Olu Fashion Gospel Clr 
OH/OBl96 Ocnanslue, CA - 5t. Anne'o Episcopal 

00100196 EI Monle, CA - First BapUst Church 

U-t'>.I')";(~ 'v'J'lla'I'Ja riA.. 'I·U·· ....'·
V'IS""',',,,, rU--'I"-'I"n'" ··r.... 

, .J{"'Uh'V , ,..... - .. .... ..... .. Illy - I ...... " 

(m WOB Los Angeles, CA ~ Lighthouse Ch. Of God 
Olll04/96 Hlgt~and, CA - Church of the Body of Christ 
OCV21/00 San Diego, CA - Gethaemane Lutheran 
09/07/96 L08 Angeles, CA - Deliverance Ch. Of God' 
00/00196 Sacramento, CA· New Home Miss. Baptist 
00/15/06 San Francisco, CA - First Union Baptist 
10/09196 Los Angeles, CA -1!Jlasla Pentecosles 
10/09196 Los Angeles, CA - St, Vlblana Church 
10/31/06 Colusa, CA - Stmalan Dharm temple. 

03126197 Sal I Fran., CA - Prosby. Ch. Of Chlnalown 
. O'!'-14197-los Ang~CA---S"-MarkCoptlc·Egypt. Orth. 
05118197 (lylmar, CA - Mary Irnmaculale Church 
06127/97 SeaslcJo, CA· Carpenter's House Pentecost., 
071l,!,97 Los Angeles, CA - Fountain Of Hope Fellow. 

06116199 Sacramento, CA ~B Nallsreal Temple 06112/96 Marianna. FL - Evangelist Temple 
071221~9 Rancho C., CA - i.l~ephard Of The Hills OHl06/U6 Jacl<uonville. FL _ I-Iunterdale Pont. 
00103199 I-Iollv.wood. CA - Trlnltv Comm. Presby, . ~M"~ "." .- _ •. - -"Vi·II......... • n.......... _ o .... --t.... , .. • • lIrUUlUOlt.lU .Ji:t\,;I\l.jUh IItI, I-I. - IVI<:Iyltlll LJQl'mr 

~ 00/07/06 Jacl(sonville, FL • Betl1el Baptist 
, '09/07/96 Jacl{sonvllle, fL - Faith United Melt!. 

COLORADO 0' 00/06196 Deland, FL - New Lifo Tabernacle 
08107/96 Denver, CO - Church Alive 09/15196 Indiantown, FL- Apostle Faith 
06110/90 Denver, CO - Cantral Baptist Church 09/16196 Sarasota, FL- Church of the Trlllity 
10/3019a Dailey, CO - PlaUe Canyon Community 10/2419G St. Petersburg. FL - Trinity United Math. 
11/03196 Colorado Springs, cq • Household Faith 10/27/96 Davie, FL- Jehovah Witness Hall 
12120/97 Denver, CO - St. Francis DeSales 
01/03/90 Fa. Carson, CO - S()ldiers Mem. Chapel 

1'2126196 Redding, CA - Native Am. Christian Oulreach 02118190 Denver, CO • SI. Ftancls DeSslss 

'12131/06 Arcadia, CA - 5erblaIJ Orlhodox Church ' , I . 


'( :!J::I1/0Ij North Hollywood, CA - Lluvlas De Gracia . " 

01t10/97 Buena Park, CA ~ New Oegln. Fr. Baptist· 

om ~iJD7 San Francisco. CA ~ Trinity. Presbytorlan . CONNECTICUT '. 

02/20/97 Wilrnlngton, CA - Christo La Unica Eap. 01/23197 Mystic, CT ~ SI. Marlts Episcopal 

0212.5197 Apple Valley, CA - LaUer Day Saints Church 03103/98 New Haven, CT _ Sf. Mary's Catholic 

02l2fi197 San Diego, CA - First United Methodist *05103198 Danbury CT. Arlyamellaram Buddhist 


. ' ...
'. -1- .-02/H/OO-~alteland,FL -'~I~~t-Uni.led :~f:llhmliut 

, DELAWARE m 02120190 I-ol't Lauderdale. I-L- Slid, 1Hrnplt") 
03125196 Newark, DE _St. Andrews PresbYlerlan,05l10198 Jacimonville, FL -l'abernacle Baptist 
05125196 Milford, DE _Slaughter Neclt Methodist 

07/21/97 ~os ~ngeles, CA - FlmtAME Z]on ~hurch09/01/96 Wllmlnglon, DE _EmaculataHeart 
09/30/97 ...,an hanclsco, CA - Mt. Enon Baptist 12/23197 Mlddlelon DE _8t. Joseph Catholic 
101'22107 Downey, CA· Trlnlly Baptist " 
:l2J21l107 Los Angeles, CA- Menacham & I<ril(a 1<leln I 

12129/07 Los Angeles, CA -I<anner Hall 'Jh' 
01/2fJ91l Gar.'len Groye. CA· Latter Day Saints, . 
olj3119U Gualala, CA - Gualala B~plist Church DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA ,0 

10/27/96 Jacl<sonvllle. FL - Shiloh Mission. Bap. 
OH27/0" t./llaml, FL ~ Plantati()n Worship Center 
02J1 tif07 PensacQJa, FL- /-Ioly Spirit Catholic 

*02122/97 Jacl(sonville. FL - J-ville ,Jewish Center 
0~-I/HlI97 Ocala,Ft- Covenant Missionary /3ap. ' 
04/03107 Parnbrolt9 Parl(, FL ~ lal(o Forosl nap, 
04/19/97 Miami, FL - Mu~lIm Church of America 
06115/97 Flor08!l, FL- Florosa Oaplist Church· 
OG/10m7 Capo Coral, FL - Graef) tJnitf:l(J M2t1',. , " 
10/30/97 Jaclmonville - lolesia Advont. D. doplifllo 
1·1/13107 Madison - Over COl ning Body of Jeslls 

06106108 Ft. Pierce, FL - S1. Andr?w Episcopal 
09119/98 St. Petersburg, FL - Christ Go~pel 
12102/98 Winter Haven, FL - Hurst Chapel AME 
03101/99 SI. Petersburg, FL - SI. rlaphael's Ch. 
03111/00 Tampa, FL - Palma Ceia Presby. Cii. 
03117/90 Tampa, FL - Without W<'llis Inl'l Chlll'(;h 
05/07/90 Cross City, FL - Cwss City United Math. 
05129/99 FI. Myers, FL - Penial 7th Day Adventlflt 

0·1127/99 Arcata, CA - Church Of The Nazarene 06104/98 Washington, DC - Solid Rocl( Ch / Christ OGJ21/f¥J Jac/(sonvllle, FL - Poller's I-louse Chrstn. 
*03/09/99 Arcata, CA - Arcata Mormon Institute Of Rel.*04125199 Washington, DC j Mohammed's Mosque 09/29/99 Naranja, FL - First St. Jolln MlsB, Baptist 

Oa/24/99 los Angeles, CA - Celestial Church Of Christ Chart 2 0' 10 ' 
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GEORGIA ~ 
03127/96 Millen, GA - Gay's Hili Baptist 
051'.2(1196 Stone MIn., GA - New Life Christian 
08/07/96 Macon. GA - Swift Creek Missionary 
08/07/96 Warner Robins, GA - Central Baptist 
00114/90 Ft. Valley, GA - New Beginning Bap. 
00l'2fll96 Auhurn, GA - Church oiChrisi 
10122196 Brunswick, GA - Holy Band of Insp. 
11/30196 Macon, GA - Greater Zion Mission. Bap. 
12/19/96 Albany, GA - Jehovah's Witness Halt 
02/19197 Savannah, GA - Antioch Holiness' 
0212219" Elko, GA - Oal< Grove CME Church 
04101/97 Atlanta, GA· New Covariant Mission 
04103197 Columbus, GA - Glenn Anthony Baptist 

GEORGIA (Conllnued) ~ 
06125199 Tifton, GA - Greater Macedonia Free Will 
09/16199 Cairo, GA - Redeeming Ufe Fellowship 

. .. ~ 
, . 

INDIANA' D. , 


00/03/96 Fort Wayne, IN _ Peace Evangelical Lulh. 

04123197 Lawrence Co., IN - Mt. Olive Cit of Christ 

05110/97 Soulh Bend. IN _ New Apostolic Churcl1 


'05119/97 Shelbyville, IN _ First Baplisl Church 
05/20/97 Galveston, IN _ Galveston Ul1iteci Methn(list 

~ . 	 07/13107 I(ol<omo, IN _ Faith United MeUlor.list 
, 071'17/97 l(olmmo, IN _ Shllph Uniled Mothodist 

IDAHO 0 07/22/97 Leesburg. IN _ Leesburg Gmee Brelhren 
09/03198 Boise, 10 - Parlwlew Bible Fellowship 10/04/97 Scipio, IN - Brown Corner Church 

10/14/97 Poland,lN _Oal< Grove Baplist In " 10121/97 Columbus, IN - Ohio Chapel United Meth. 
05l01lH7 Nashville, GA - G,raham Temp. Holiness,· 	 10121/97 Lexington,lN _Pleasant Ridge Molhodist 
05/07197 Marietta, GA - Galilee Missionary Bap. 
05116197 Taylorsville, GA - Mt. Sinai Baptist .' 
Oti/2:3/97 Stono MI., GA - Stone MI. Sev. Day Adv. 
07/12197 CaroUton, GA - Old Bright S~r Chu.rch 
12116197 Atlanta! GA - New Hope Baptist 
12J'2.0/97 SprIngfield, GA -Mount Hope Baptist 
0110(1/01) HawkInsville, GA - l-farlford Baptist 
01tJ9/90 Hamersville, GA - First Homorville Hoi. 
0211 :3/fJfJ Pavo, GA - Delhel Primitive Baptist 
O~I/07/~J/j Lutherville, GA M Mount Zion Hollnoss 

ILLINOIS. . .11/08197 Inc;Uanapolls, IN _ West. MlsslonalY Baptist 

----'---04/01/98-eolurnbus,GA---Falth-Tabernacle-F-uIIGos·T17n796 ·Cfllcago,I~GoooHopeBa.ptl$t 
04109/98 Jonellhoro, GA - Corlnlh Baptist Church 11/12/96 Ctdcago, IL ~ Celestial Church of God 
O!I/ 1'1lUll ~ther:ts, GA - 1-1111 Chapel Baptist Church 11130196 .F,Jradley, IL _St. Joseph Catholic 
OGJ2~I/!JU rocca, GA - SI. MaUhlas Episcopal Church 031'2.6197 Chicago, IL -Iglesia Evan. Jesucristo 

.07/00/98 Jessup, GA - Westside Church of God 06115197 Unity.IL _Unity Baptist Church 
12/15196 Slone Mm., GA - Corpus Christi CathOlic *12130197 Oaltwood IL _United Methodist 
,12/'2~1/99 Chatsworth, GA - Amazing Grace Baptist ..05124/98' Danville, iL - First Assembly ot God Ch. 
12/~4/9fl Chatsworth, GA - MIn. View Bapt. Church 12101/98 Aurora IL _ S~cred Heart Catholic Ch. 
'1?/?fJfJO Monroe, GA - Sardis Full Gospel.Church 03114199 Chicago, IL - Evangelistic Ch. Of Christ 
12/:W!)1) Commerce. GA - New Salem United Math. 
01/01190 Bishop, GA - Johnson United Msthodisl 
o~~ii 1/99 Buller, GA - Crowell United Methodist 
03/00199 Jonesboro, GA - Bethel Baptist Church i
04/2llflJ Hinesville, GA - Full Gospel Tabernacle 

, 	 /1 

08109/95 Charleslon, IL - Charl~ston Community 
11/07/95 Chicago, IL. Revival d;enter 
01/08196 ,Chicago, IL _ First Baptist Apostle 
05102196 Chicago,lL - New Pilgrim 2 Baptist 

' 	06116100 South Aurora,lL - Church of God. 
06128196 Chicago, IL - MasJed AI Faatir Mosque 
08118196 Evanston, IL - Lake 51. Ch. of Evanston 
08/30/96 Ford Hghts., IL _Baptist Ch. of Christian 

*10/01/96 Libertyville, IL., First Presbyterian 

11/13197 Milledgeville. IN - Milledgeville Uniled Math. 
04121198 Hope, IN - HawcreeltMissj~nary Baptist 
05116198 Seymo~r, IN - Calvary Bap.tlSt Church 
06110198 Coalsville, IN - Grace Baptist Church.... . 
07/05190 Petersburg. IN - Sligar Ridge CI1. ot Chnst 
07/12198 Muncie, IN - Partners United Methocl!st 
07/25/90 Lynn,lN - New Llberly Conure!). Christ. 
07126/98 Losantville, IN - Church of t!19 Nuzarene ~ 

'08119198 LaFontaine, 11\1- Boundry line Cil. of Christ 
09/10108-tewlsvllle;-IN..-Ebenezor'Presbyteriarl----- 
09/11/98 Salem, IN - PlaUsburg Unilecl M~lhodjst 
101'18198 I(ftchel, IN - lianna's Creel< Chnsllan Cil. 
11/01/98 Indlanapolis,IN· Chufeh Of God In Christ 
11/20/90 Filrnore,lN _ Bethel Missi?nary ~aptisl 
11/27/98 Sheridan. IN - Chrislian Liberty Church 
12/20/90 Lillie '(01'1<, IN - MOllnt [(Jan Chri,stian CII. 
01121/99 Indianapolis, IN - Crusaders For Christ Pent. 
01/25199 Lafayetle, IN - Stidham United. ~elhodi~t 
01/30/~)9 Huntington, IN _ Wabash Prlnllllve Bapllst 
01Jl301U9 Evansville, IN _Bothel Fellowship Church 
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KENTUCKY ~ 
05/05195 D'awfion Spgs., I(Y - Pine Grove Chapel LOUISIANA ~ 

05105195 Prlnceton,l(V - Beulah Hill Baptist 04/15195 Weotweuo, LA - A!36emlJly of God
IOWA db. 
05105195 Dawllon Spgs., I<V - Family Worship Cfr. 05124195 Vivian, LA· Mt Corinth Church 

07/07/96 Wostphalla, fA· St.l3onttor,9 05/05195 Croflon, I(Y - Shy Flat Church ' 02101/06 Zachary, LA - Cypress Grove. 
09/02/96 Ottumwa, IA -1-llclmry Grove Comm. 10103195 Henderson Co., KY- Green Ridge Bapt. 02101/96 Bal<er, LA· St. Paul's Freo Baptist
021'2.5197 Councll-Bluffe. fA ~·l!gh!houae Temple: 02l10i96 Louisviiie, KY - St MaiUn's Ca1hollc 0210.1196 Bal<er, LA· Sweet Horne BapU1>t.
03120197 Dos Moines, IA - St. Anthony's Cath. 03109/96 Somerset, I<Y - Mt. ;Zion Baptist Church 02101/96 Bal<er, LA· st. Thomas Benevolent 
1Ofl.:W'{ Des MOines, IA - Community Baptist 04/04/96 Cronon, I<V :: Shy Flat Church 03101/96 Pine Prairie, LA - SI. Peler's Calh.
0511 ~V99 Ft. Dodge, IA - SI. Paul's Lutheran 04/04/96 Prlnceton,l(V -Beulah l-till.Baptist 04/08196 Calvin, LA· Oalt Ridge Baptist
07102199 Des Moines, fA - St. Ambrose Cathedra; 04/04/96 Dawson Spgs,l(Y -lafayeUa Baptist, 04111/96 Paincourtville. LA· St. Charles Bap.
08110199 SI,,;ldon,IA -lJoUJol Iloforrn Church 04110196 H€?ndarson, .<V • Cash Creal~ Bar.tint 06124196 Shreveport, LA - New Birth Templo 

05101/96 Loulsvlile, I<Y - St. Theroee Catholic 06129/96 New Orleans. LA .; Greater Ebenezer 
. 06127/96 Nicholasville, KY - Melh •. Ch. of Christ 08102196 Shreveport, LA - St. Abraham Bap. 

, 07/18196 Walton, KY - Wallon Cliurch of God 0.8125106 Lie. Charles, LA - Our Lady Qur:lfJn I-Jvn 
KANSAS ~ 07123196 Provldence,I(Y· Church of God 09/26/96 Haughton, LA - St. John's Baptist 
06130/96 Bonner Springs, KS - Sacred Hearl 07126196 MOJlllcello,l<Y - Go~pal Barn 12101/96 New Orleans, LA - Samuel Temple 
12/0~'./06 Wichita, KS - Holy Temple Ch. of,God 07/27/00 Mt.Vernon,l<Y - Ugr~t House Assembly ,121'10/96 LI(. Charles, LA - New Birth Missionary. 
11f24197 Basehor, 1(9 - J3asehor United Methodist 07/29/96 Livingston, I<V· LIvingston Pentecostal *01/20197 Buston, LA - Temple Baptist Ctlur(:h . 
00110/98 Pitlsburgh, I<S - St. Peter's Episcopal 00106196 Louisville, I(Y - Arcad(fBaptiDt 02106197 Baton Rouge, LA - Vision Baptist 
11112198 I<ansas City, KS - 7th Day Adventist Ch 00109/96 Louisville, KY - Galilee Missionary 021'10197. Thibodeaux, LA - St. Genoveavo Calh. 
03129/99 Wichita, I<S - Reorganization Gh. JC LOS, 09101/9(t HI Hat,I(Y - Emmanuel FulfGospel 02/23197 Pine Prairie, LA - Pine Prairie flmt Bap. 
0'1/0:WO Pillsbury, I{S - Evangel Christian Center 10/26196 Ivyton, KY - Parkway Baptist 02127/97 Abita Springs. LA - 81. John's Calholic. 

01/10/97 Printer, I(Y - Salisbury Old neg Baptist 05/11/97 Shreveport, LA - Sumlller GroVfJ nap. 
0'1/24197 Berry, I(Y - Berry United Methodist 101'18197 Chalmette, LA - 8t. Bernards UnllfJrJ Math. 

·~----------------------06l08/97Hodgenville.I(Y---Unlon-Christlan 10/22197 Fields, LA - DueU-Eddy Assembly of God 
07/02197 Pine I(not, I(Y - Bethel Baptist Church 03122198 Morgan City, LA - hnanuefBapli$1 ---- 

, 00127/97 Shelbyville, I(V - New Hope Baptist 06/0'1/00 Archie, L/\ - Old Mt. Olive Baptist Church 
12101/97 Whilley Co., I(Y - Pleasant View Menl. 02120199 Balon Flouga, LA - Laura Leo Baptist 
01/03198 Bundy Branch. I<Y -Indian Grave Bap. 03117199 Lafayette, LA - Abundant Life Church 
02104/98 Louisville, I(Y - Farmdale Baptist 0411 algg Madison Parish, LA - Old Mt. Zion Baptist 
03106198 Union Co., I(Y - Woodlands Baptist 04118199 Della. LA - Mound Bapllst CllUrch 
07/23198 Lexington, I(Y • Southern Acres Christ. 09/10/99 Monroe, LA • Flose Of Sharon Baptist 
11/01/98 WiIIlamtown,I(Y - Fairview Christian eh. 
12121/90 Bonnlevlile.I(Y - Bollon Schoolhollse Bapt 
01117/99 Franldln, I(Y - Cedar Grove ~aptlst Church 
01/18/99 Elklon, I(Y - Pleasant Hill Methodist . 
01/18/99 Morgantown,l(Y - New Harmony Baptist 

*08123199 Richmond. I<Y - Lighthouse Worship Clr. Clu~rt .. 0' -10 
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·MAINE ~ 
06114/96 Portland, ME - Sacred Heart Catholic 
07/01J/9G lisbon, ME - St. Anne's Catholic 

MARYLAND ~.. . 
01/3D/9G Fruitland, MD - Frullland First Baptist 
0:1/21/0U Bel Air, MD -John Wallers MeeUng 
07/96196 Annapolis, MD - Unilarlan Universal 
011/02198 Sabillasville, MD - Pentecostal Full Gosp. 
09/02/96 Hillsboro, MD - Phawlay's Chapel 
09/06198 Glen Burnie, MD - Granite Baptist . 
10/10/96 Baltimore, MD - SI. Michael's UI<ralnlan 
03117/97 Pasadena, MD - Community United Math. 
10/0097 Pocomol<e, MD - Mt. Zion Methodist 
11/02197 Chaptico, MD -Victory Temple C.O.G. 
11/20197 Mitchelvllle, MD - St. Michael's lutheran 
05107/98 Upper Marlboro, MD - Evangel Church 
07/31/90 Largo, MD - Mt. Ephraim Baptist Church 
08/06198 Hyatlsville, MD - Jehovah's Witness 
12101/90 Largo, MD - Faith Missionary Baptist 

---,----·04i'05l9!rForesnlelgtits~MD-;;-tedrolt-BaptistCh-.-09/0ll/96-8elgrade,MN--Grow-River-lutheran--07l"13I99-QceanSplings,-MS---1st-Baptisl-ClllIrch____ 
07/31/99 Whealon,MD -lutheran Ch Of St. Andrews 
09/21/99 Oailimore, MD - Christian Way Revival 

. 
! . 

MASSACHUSETTS m 

071"15197 Boston MA _ Boston Buddhist Cull Ctr. 


. " . .*02121/90 Quincy, MA - !he Lord's ,Planting * 10/10198 Boston, MA - vt. George 5 Greele Orth. 
10/23100 Boston, MA - Most Precious Bl.ood Calh 
1"1/15198 B to MA - Charles St eet AME Ch ' 

os n, 
.~ 

11/05196 Lalee City, MN - Uniled Methodist 
05106197 St. Paul, MN - Sl John's Evan. Luth. 
061.12197 Minneapolis, MN - St. Olaf Catholic 
07/12197 Minneapolis, MN - St. James AME 
07/13197 Shal(?pee, MN - Light ,of the WorlcJ 

..08117/97 DarWin, MN - St. John s Catholic. 
08127/97 Norwood. MN - All Saints lutheran 
10127/97 Sl. Paul, MN - St. Paul Cathedral 
11/04/97 Waubun MN _ L I(e Grove lutheran 

. .' . _ a . . 
08/23198 Blwablle, MN - Biwabll( Covenant ,
03105199 Mora, MN - Zion lutheran Church 
03105199 Minneapolis, MN -j Gualala l3apt. Ch. 

07/1 ~V90 Ocean Springs, M's - Laller Day Saints 

09/16199 Minneapolis, MN - Norwegian lutheran 

Red City, State &Church Name .. Alrlcan American Churcn ~ Red Date., Open Investigation 
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MICHIGAN 

08112196 Lambertville, MI - Faith Baptist Church 

00125196 Detroil, MI-Cass Community Math. 


.08127/96 Detroit, MI- Greater M. Zion Baptist 
10/01/96 Royal Oal(, MI - Christ Memorial· 
10/12196 Bloomingdale, MI- Bloomingdale Bible 

. 04/28197 Morley, MI- Brocl(Way Wesleyan eh. 
06124197 DetrOit, MI- Trinity Community Presby. 

-A06I24197 Madison Hghts., MI - St. Vincent Ferrere 
06129197 Wyomlng,"MI- Church of God 
07/04/97 Flushing, MI- Fluahlng Presbylerian 
10/10197 Detroit, MI - Glory to God Chris. Fellow. 
02101/98 Yates Twp., MI- Idlewild Church of God 
03122198 Jaclcson, MI - Gethserm;me Unit. Breth. 

.04/0ll/98 Sturgis, MI- New Hope Church 
07/24196 Hartland, MI- Heritage t-lIIls Free Meth. 
11/29/98 Musl<egon, 'MI - Oal<1Creat Church Of God 
05121/99 Ida, MI- St. Joseph'a Catholic Church 

. 
~ 

. . *11/30/97 Canton, MS - Grtr.MI. levi Full Gospel 
MINNESOTA· a . 05119/98 Potts Camp, MS - Reeds Gift Oaptist 
06120/96 Westbroolc, MN - Grace lutheran 02/18199 Yazoo City, MS - HiilcresllVlios, Hap!. 
08115196 Brooltlyn Pk., MN - Brooklyn Pic. Evan. 03120199 Byhalia. MS - Now Faith Community 8ap 

, 08116196 St. Paul, MN - Progressive MissionarY. Otl/OG/99 Brandon, MS - Crossgale Baptist Church 

.. A 
MISSISSIPPI m . 
11/01/95 Clinton, MS - Lynch.Chapel Methodist 
03105196 Hatley, MS - St. Paul CME Church 
03120/96 Ruleville, MS - New Mt. Zion 
03l30/!;l6 Satartia, MS - EI Bethel Church 
06/17/96 Kossuth, MS - Mt-. Pleasant-Mission 
06117/96 Kossuth, MS - Central Grove Mission 
06130/96 Greenville, MS ~ House of Prayer 
08104/96 Yazoo City, MS - Beacon Baptist 
09/09/90 Noxubee Co., MS ~ FirstJames Creel( 
09/09/96 Gulfport, MS - First Missionary Baptist 
10/09196 Greenville, MS - I-louse of Prayer 
10/24196 Petal, ~S - Church of God Spirit 
10129/96 Tiplersville, MS - Mt. Olive Ch. of God 

.12/11/96 Meridian, MS - Mallalleu Methodist 
04/09/97 Sledge" MS - Lal<evlew Mis:~lon. Bapt. 
0612<1/97 Cotroevtne, MS - Air Mt. Plimitive !:Jart. 
08124/97 Pascagoula, MS - Calvary DapUs! 
09/29/97 West POint, MS - True Holin~s 
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MISSOURI 	 NEBRASKA ~. 
05105196 I(ansso City, MO - Shllo Baptist 02106197 Omaha, NE - Holy Cross Lutheran 
Of1l'05l96 Fordland, MO - Ozarl< Prlmllive Baptist. 03117/97 Elgin, NE - Uniled Methodist Church 
OG/2119B Oglasvllle, MO- Og!esv!!!e.Genera!.Bap. 07/25197 Omaha, NE - Jehovah's Witness Hall 
07/26196 Frederlcl(, MO ... Calvary Temple 09111197 Valley, NE ... Bethel Baptist Church 
08/26196 Howell Co., MO - New Liberty Baptist 04/03199 Uncoln, NE - t-Iavelocl( United Methodist 
09tl3l96 SII<eston, MO - Gree(s Chapel Baptist 
1011 13/96 And~rson, MO ... New Bethal 
11/12196 Sedalia, MO - Goodwill Chapel Uft,IIC ~. 
11/12/96 Pellis Co., MO ~ Hopewell Baptist ' 
12130100 Webster Co., MO ... Amity Freewill Bapt NEVADA . 
01/05197 Edwards, MO'" Edwards Bethel Church 06116196 Las Vegas, NV - 0,-, Lady of Las Vegas 
0·1/07/97 SII<eston, MO -'Prince of Peace Baptist 0~6196 Reno, NV ~ First Congregational Church 
03111/97 Excelsior Spg." MO - Sf. Ann Catholic 09/19/96 Henderson, NV - Chtrch of Christ 
Otl/29/97 Creighton, MO ~ Trinity Lutheran *07/19/98 Las Vegas, NV ... Lat~ r Day Saints 
05115197 Potosi, MO ... Palmer Church *07/30198 Las Vegas, NV ... LaU r Day Saints 
06126197 Bryn Mills, MO - Whole Truth Tabernacle *00130198 Las Vegas, NV - Latter Day Saints 

. 07105197 Dixon, MO'" Church of the Nazarene *09/03198 Las Vegas, NV ... Latter Day Saints 
07/0B/97 Glasgow. MO ... United Methodist Church *09/25198 Las Vegas, ,NV ... Latter Day Saints 
07128/97 Wardell, MO - Summach United Meth. *OfjI27/98 Las Vegas, NV ... Latter Day Saints . 
01/13190 St.louis, MO· Calvary Baptist *12106198 Las Vegas, NV - Latter Day Saints 
02121/98 Eldon, MO :. Oar, Street Church of ChI1~t *12115198 Las Vegas, NV ... Latter Day Saints 

-----'03lO9/90-Marston.-MO---MarstonEree_Trlnily.eenl_*_Q3l20199 Las Vegas. NV - Mormon Churdl 
03114/99 Howell County, MO - Good News Bapdst *06106199 Las Vegas, NV - Latter Day Saints. 
06113199 Mercer Co.• MO - Freedom Baptist 
06129/99 AayCounty, MO ... Christian LIghthouse 

MONTANA ~ .' 

12105197 Belgrade, MT ... Belgrade ChurCh Of Christ 

07/02/9D Whitehall, MT - Jefferson Valley Baptist 


~. 
NEWJERSEV 

02113196 Tinton Falls, NJ - Voice Center Baptist 


.	07124196 Jeraey City, NJ - Jersey Cily Dellv. 
09/30/96 Woodbury, NJ - Beth Israel . 
10123196 Jersey City, NJ - Church Upon the Aocl( 
04/12197 Clarl(. NJ - St. john Ap05ii~ Parochial 
05130/97 Glassboro. NJ - First Baptist Church 
06124/97 C'amden, ~ ... Holy Temple Bible Church 
06129/97 Piscataway, NJ ... North Shelton AM£: 
08/00/97 Newarl,. NJ - St. John's Lutheran 
08/10/97 Clifton, NJ ~ Sf. John the Baptist Catholic 
10/0tl/97 Neptune, NJ - Greater Emmanuel Temp. 
10107/97 Vineland, NJ - St. Frailcls of Assisl 
101H1/97 Pennsville, NJ ... Queen of Apostles Calh. 

'04/26198 Readington, NJ - Calvary Baptist Church 
04/26190 Readington. NJ ... Readington Reformed 
06120198 Paterson; NJ - Ch. of the Ecurn. Assoc. 
08109/98 Jersey City, NJ - Metropolitan AME Zion 
03130/99 Laurel, NJ ... Ml. Laurel Ch o/lhe Nazerene 
06/15/99 Hadden Heights, NJ - SI. Rose Of Lima 

NEWMEXICO-~-...=:-.-------,--- 
. 03127/96 Albuquerque. NM - Aernaillo Baptist 
08/15196 Albuquerque, NM - Church of the Liv. God 
11/02196 Hoswell.NM - N.M. Military Institute 
06/20190 Roswell, NM - Church of Latter Day Saints 

Red Clly. Slate & Church Name =African Anierlcan Churell ~ Red Date c Openlnvesllgallon 
Blue City. Slale & Church Name = tla!) African American Church GreBil Dalo '" Arresl MEldo* .. BomblnglAiteJ1lltad Bombing Incident Black Date .. Solved Without AIres 

Chart 6 0110 
updated 10/05109, 

ICHAnTll 

http:Hoswell.NM


/ '. 

NEW YORK 4i!IB .. NORTH CAROLINA (COn;lnUed) ~ 
01/1 ~JI05 Rocleaway, NY - Temple Deth EI· . 05123196 Cerro Gordo, NC - Mt. Tabor Baptist Jh 
0~/:i()/U5 Rocleaway.l\lY - Temple Derech Emuch . 05124/96 Lumberton. NC - Pleasant Hill Baptist ' 

oti/OG/H5 Belle I-Iarb., NY;. Yeshiva of Belle Harb. OqlO6l96 Charlotte, NC· Matthews Presbyterian ,OHIO . 

061'15/95 Breezy Pl., NY _Sf. Edmund's Catholic 06/28/96 Greensboro, NC - Pleasant Ridge U.C.C.06l1 0/96 Canton, 01-1 - Ebenezer Full Gospel 

06121/95 Breezy Pt., NY - St. Edmund's Catholic 06130/96 Maysville. NC - st. James AME Church 07/01/96 Bidwell, OH - On Fire lor GocJ 

03iOBiOO GiefJviiia, NY _Church of JesusChilst 07/01/96 RoarIng Rivor, NC ~ Bculah.l.amlBaptlst 05114/97 Newtonville. OH - Newlonvilla ~h. 01 God , 

04/H.l1U6 1(lngston, NY - Riverview Missionary, 07/14/96 Matthews Co., NC - Carinel Bapnat, ,02J?6/99 Droolwlllo, OH - Community Uililed Meth. 

07/2'1/96 Monroe, NY - Post Natal Care Ctr. 08113/96 Sparla, NC _New River Baptist 04/1 &'99 Warren, 01-1 - Alpha & Omega 7th Day Adv 


*.07127/96 Fresh MeacJ, NY ·'Queensboro Hills elr. 11/15196 Charlotte, NC - Covenant Presbyterian 

0000196 Avoca, NY - Avoca United Methodist 12115196 ,Bolivia, NC - Faith Baptist 
 '.6 
10104/96 Farmingdale, NY - St. Thomas Episcopal 01/03197 Chqrlotte, NC - Soul Saving Baptist -, 
11/1 WOO !-Iamburg. NY - 80uthtown Christian Cir. *03104197 Greensboro, NC - Pleasant Grove Dap. OKLAHOMA . 
12124196 Syosselt, NY. Syosaelt Gospel. 05103197 l.enolr, NC - John's River Miss. Baptist 06114/96 Enid. OK - FIrst Missionary Baptist 
m~~Jf.ilU? ~roy, N~ - St. Paul Mlsslonery Baptist 05129/97 Fayetteville, NC _ Ganesla Freewill Bap. 0612&96 Tulsa! ~~( - G. Lalmwood Baplif;t 
00/31197 &augertJes, NY - Dutch Reformed Church 07/09/97 Chapel Hill, Ne - UniverSity Presbyterian *07/09/96 Ponca City, Ol( ~Fanh Tabernacle 
·10120197 Utica, NY - Believers Miracle Deliverance 08/09/97 Charlotte,NC _ Bible Tabe.rnaCle Church 07/28196 Frederlcl(. OJ( • vt. Paul AME 
04/19/98 L.ynbrool(, NY - Trinity Evangelical 11/07/97 Charlotte, NC - PilgrlrtJ Ch. of S.'Tryon 10125196 Tulsa, OK-Latter House Ministries 
071(1,1/90 Orooldyn, NY - Church of Annunciation 12112197 Morganton. MC - Denton Chap.UniI.Meth. 10/31/96 Oldahoma Clly, 01< -!-IDly Annels 
10128198 Brooklyn, NY - Trinity Baptist Church . 01104198 Fuquay-Varina. NC - Challe Hill CME 1~/?1/96 -r:u1sa, OJ( - Glenwood Baptist 
11/'1 mm I<lngston, NY - Grace Temple Ch Of God 01/08198 Rocky Point, NC _ Antioch Holiness 01119/97 1ahlequah. 01< - Antioch Baptist 
'1 ~?8100 Brooldyn. NY - Celestial Ch. Of Christ, Inc 02/08198 . Stanley. NC - First Baptist Church 03/09/97 Ryan, Ol( - Ryan Church of Chlist 

*12/~II!)U JRfferson Station, NY - Full Gospel Chrtn Ctr 02l1O/9~ Gastonia, NC - Sunset Forest Baptist 04114/97 Oldahoma Cl\y~C!I< -Northsldo Biblo. 
02115199 S. Ozone Parl<, NY - St. Anthony Of Padua 02!12190 Charlotte,NC - Garden Memorial Presby. ,04130197 Normaf'!. Ol( - ohlloh Ind. Baptist 
01tl4/~)9 Jamestown. NY - Blackwell Chapel AME 02114/90 Charlotte, Ne- Moore's Chapel UMC ' 06116197 "'(agoner. Ol( - Roclty PI. Full GosPfJL 

----07/2'1/90-Blue.P-olnt, NY -.Our-Lady.Of.Snow.Calholic 02l1N90_Charloue•.NC...::.,NeW8poSlollc_ClJurch..._·_07/09197 Pawnee. Ol( - First Chrlslla~ ~hllrcll 
on1l4/90 Bronx, NY - New Life Christian Center 03109198 Rutherfordton. NC - SI. Francis Episcopal . 11/01/97-l:ilwton;-0K·;;-Storf1housoMll'lIslry----~--
08115199 Hauppauge, NY - Temple Beth Chat· 03115198 Charlotte. NC - Hedges &Highways Evan ' ' 
08115199 Stalen Island, NY - Arst Presbyterian 06109/98 Greenville, NC - World I-Imvest Oasis 

*00/02199 Buffalo, NY - Westside Chapel . .061'10198 Cooleemee, NC - Erwin Temple CME 

06111/98 1<111 Devil Hills, NC - Holy Redeemer Cath. 

07/07/98 Whiteville, NC - EI Bethel Holiness . 


NORTH CAROUNA ' 07/26190 Spring lit.• NC - Anderson Cree Ie Comm. 

031'14195 Chalotte, NC - New Outreach Chrlstlan' 11128198 China Grove, NC - Landis Church Of God 

05107/95 Wilmington, NC - B'nallsrael , *0~26199 Charlotte, NC - MaliardCreelc Presby. Ch. 


'" '10/31/95 Raeford, NC - Mt. Pisgah Baptist 04/04199 Tabor Clly, NC - Sandy Plains Baptlst 

12/25/95 Cheek Crossing, NC - Mt. Moriah Bapt. ,04/14/99 Wilmington, NC - Go~pel Fellwshp Bollness 

Ol/(){i/90 Orrum, NC - Oh6vah AME Church 06/01/99 Clinton, NC - White craie Baptist Church 

OLl/2fJ96 Vail, blC - Hebron United Methodist ' 
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. ~ OREGON 
06/'2.0/96 Portland, OR -Immanual Methodist 
09/~~[i106 Portland OR ... Church ~f Scientology 
03/09/07 Salem, OR ... F!rst Sp!ntualist Church 


. 07/23/9n COllage Grove, OR - Colt. Grv. UMC 


PENNSYLVANIA(COnOnUad)" 
02125198 Buena Vista, PA - First Baptist Church 
·03105198 PiIIsburgh. PA· Northmont United Presb. 
03112190 Butler PA - Calvary Bapl/st Church 
04107/90 Harrisburg, PA - Chlsul< Emuna Syn. 
05110198 Solebury, PA ... T rinlly Episcopal Chur~h 

. 05i31l96Elizabeu'-, Twp., PA ... Ebenezer Baptist 
05131/98 Elizabeth Twp., PA ... Victory Prim. Math. 

01/09/99 Portland, OR - First Bapt Ch Of The Deaf 06120198 Beaver Co., PA _Pentecost. C.O.G. 

. 

PENNSVLVANIA 
06/04/95 PhlladelrJhla, PA -: Glenwooq Meth. 
~~~/96 Brl~tol. PA: "Bible Evangelical 
01lW/96 Philadelphia, PA - Cookman UMC 
OUl23196 Philadelphia, PA~ Cool<man UMC 
00/08196 Pittsburgh, PA - ohaare Torah Syn. 

1010:1106 Lancasler,PA - 51. Ja','1es Eplsco~al
11/0lll!JG Berwicl<,.PA - FIrst Urllted Methodist 
11/11/06 Emmaus, PA - SI. John's Lutheran 
11124196 Boyertown. PA - Trinity Evang. Gong; 
1212H/9G Franldin, PA - CalVary Comm. Bapt 
01tl1/97 W~shlngtoi1, PA - First Christian Church 

------"0'-'-4·/02/97 Philadelphia, PA - Evangellcal[ulfieran 
04/22/97 t-Isnover, PA - All Saints Episcopal 
04122197 Philadelphia. PA - 51. Edward Rom. Cath. 
0512'1197 Slippery Rocl<, PA - N. Liberty Presby. 
Ofi/26197· Philadelphia, PA - Good Shepard Gomm. 
10/19/07 Philadelphia, PA - St. Therese Catholic 
11/07/97 Birdsboro. PA - Sl John's. Lutheran 
11/12197 Carnegie, PA -St. Mary's lmmac. Cone. 

OGl23196 Philadelphia, PA - 51. Matthew AME 
00l1G198 Carnegie, PA - S1. Ellz&beth Anne Sec. 
10105198 Phlla,delphla, PA ... Boanerges Ch of the Wa'IJ6I23197 Townville. SC - Shiloh Baptist Church 
1210Gl98 Vorl(, PA - st. Johns Lutheran Church 00123197 Gram, fiC - CalvalY fJaptlst.Ctnueh . 
12107/98 Nether Prov., PA ... Holy Trinity Lutheran 09t12/9-' Pacolet, SC ... New Salem Zion Baptist 
12131/98 Carlisle, PA. St. MatthlaiiLutharan 101HJl97 Chapin, SC ... Countsvllle, AME 
01127/99 Canonsburg, PA _Canonsburg United Psby 11f.Za/97 Hanahari, SC ... Church ~f G~d . 
06106199 Canonsburg, PA _Canpnsburg .United Psby 01/05/98 GloverviJle, fiC - SouthSIde BaptISt 
08f02l99 Eddystone, PA ... The Praise Center· 09/03/~)8 Pelzer, SC ... S.hady Grove Baptist Chl/rell 
08130199 Penndel PA _Redeemer Lutheran Church 05/01/99 Orangeburg, 5C ... Orangf.lburg Lutheran 

OWI'I/96 PhiladelphIa, PA - Glading Presby.' .. . 09/07/99 Round 0, SC _ Mt. Zion AME Church 
. 09tl2l99 Orangeburg, SC _First Presbyterian Ch, 

~ 
. .' 

SOUTH CAROLINA 0 Jb 
04/05195 Walhalla, SC - La luz Del Mundo 
05120195 Allten. SC - Summergrove Baptist '. SOUTH DAKOTA 
06120/95 WllllamsDurg CO., SC-:' Mt-:-Zlon AME-. 11/01/00'-"R=a~p~id""'C"'-:i-"-'ty"-','=S-==O=-==J=ef=--lo-v-a=-h=W7.Cn:-n-os-s-----
0Gl21195 Manning, SC - Macedonia Baptist 04/10/97 Sioux Falls, SD _ Serinon on Mount 
00/15195 Lexington Co., SC ... SI. John BapUst 00106197 Carter, SO _St. Peter's Catholic 
10121/95 Greenville, SC -Islamic Center 11126197 Moody Co., SO _W. Bap. Mem. Chap. 
12101/95 Montmorenci, SC - Mount Hili MI~slon. . Oll/2519B Wal<onua, SD _St. Patrlcl('s Rectory 
01125196 Harleyville, se -SI. Paul AME Zion, 
03131/96 Orangeburg Co., SC - Butlj3r Chap~ AME 
041103196 Barnwell, SC - Aliens Chapel 

11/Hi/07 Essington, PA ... First Baptist Church .. . 0411,3196 Barnwell, SC ... Rosemary 8aptl~t 
01/20/9Q S. Hunti!lgton Twp. - Barren Ru':! Un. Math, ·04113196 Barnwell, Se. - Mt. Olivet Baptist 
01l'~2198 Rostraver, PA ... Salem Regular Baptist 04126196 EffIngham, SC ... Effingham Baptist 
01/27/08 Jefferson Twp., PA - PII<9 Aun Ch. Breth. 
02lt~1/98 Birdsboro. PA - EvangeliCal Chr/sllan Ch. I 
O~II8/08 Sulerville, PA - The Church .II 

I 	Red Cny. State &. Church Name .. African American Churcl-! ." 
Blue CUy, State &. Ch.urch Name:: Non African American CfJurch* '" BombingiAlietll>ted BOI'IDIng Inddent 

. i. 
SOUTH CAROLINA (continued) m 
05122/06 Gaston, SC - Covenant Baptist . 
06/11/96 Florence, se -New St. Paul Apostolic 
061"17/96 N. Charleston, SC ... Lile Chrislian Assam. 
07/16/0~ Johns Island, se ... Johns Islan? ClllIrcl\ 
00101/95 F!orda!eCc.mm., se ... Spr!ngh.!!!AME 
11120/96 Greenville, SC - J-llvershle Holiness 
12122196 Jaoper Co., SC ... Arm Oal< Baptist 
03/23/97 Taylors, SC - Calheu!al of th~ Cross 
06/00/97 Greenville, BC ... SI. Francis Eplsc;opal 

Red Date .. Open InvesUgatioll 
. Greoll Dala '" Alrasl MArlO 

BlaCk Dale '" Solved !'lIthout Arres 

. 
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. A. . .. TENNESSEE (conUnued) .6 .. .. 	 ~ 
TENNESSEE m, 'M h' TN _Greater Gosp, Truth Miss. TEXAS{contlnued) m 

01/13/05 Bells, TN: J9hnson Grove Baptist 0512519: C:~P I,S" 'TN'-Pilgrlm Congo United' 07/12196 Oaylown, TX -lIvlnu I-lope Chlll'c;I', 

01/13195 Danmarl<, TN - MacedonIa Baptist. . 0810819 Ja lanoo~~ _N Mt Sinai Miss. Bap, 07/19196 Sanger, TX _Bolivar Baplls~ ~hurct' 


*0,\/2H/95. Maury Co.; TN - Friendship Missionary 08125198 Memphis, " _~:w H~ e Ba tlst ' 07/25196 Nassau Bay _SL Thoman E'pIS?op~1 
*01120/95 Maury Co., TN - Canaan Afl1can Meth. 09/11198 ~Ie.~ela~d. 1~. " ...,_ H'~-.'-a~~ 0.1...... 1:111"'+ 071')A/M (),,!nIM TX _Christ Memorial Otlplmt 

0'1131/95 Hardeman Co., - Mt. Calvary' 12i22i98 Lionee 1..;0., n~ - LIll~t'I "~~'Un;t':d' M~;h~dlat oa;o4ioo R;'rt'w;;rth, TX _S.W. Ctulntlan 
10/Hi/95 MemphiS, TN - Sl. Mary's Episcopal 01/16199 WhilesIde, TN - Whi eSI 08131/96 t-Ia"svlllo, TX -Noonday l'Iolln5lJs 

, 11130/!J5 MemphiS, TN - 81. Mary's Episcopal 09/10196 Dallas, TX _Church of Living God 
1?]Oll!J5 Momphls, TN - Shady Grove Presby. 09/17/96 Allanla, TX _Faith Pentecostal . , 
121m;,t95 Memphis, TN - Colonial Parlt United 09/26196 Dallas, T)( _Soul Insplra,tion/2nd Timothy 
'I2IOIJ/!J5 Memphis, TN .. Emmanual United Meth. 10/18196 Dallas. TX _Garza St. Church of Chrisl 
12130/05 Fruitfand, TN - Salem Baptist '" 10121/96 Dallas, TX _Goo's Gospel Temple 
01/00100 I<noxville, TN -Inner City Church , . " 10/23196 Mexln, TX _Sardis Primitive Baptist 
0'1/20196 Memphis, 11~ - C~lvary Baptist Church TEXAS 11120196 Wichita Falls _Full Gospel Poworhouse 
05/'14/96 Tigrett, TN - Mt. Pleasant Baptist, 01129/95 Houston, tx -Miles C~apel CME 1?J03l9(> Colorado City, TX _Emmanuel Baptisl 
Ofli00l9(l Viola, TN - MI. Zion Malhodlst 02116195 Houston, TX - Love Fe"~owship. 12107/96 Centerville, TX _Hopewell United Moth. 
00/20190 Dartlett, TN - Church of the Nativity 04i04/95 Marble Fall~, TX - 'Marble Falls United 12125196 Arlington. T)( _Church of Abundant life 
07/22/Ut) Dyersburg. TN - Ch. of God of Prophecy 06105195 Denlson,TX - Victory Baptist 12129/96 Eastland, TX _Holy Tlinity Episcopal 
07122196 Speedwell, TN - Boone Temple Pent. 07125195 Plano, TX - Fellowship Bible 01/04/97 Fah1ield, TX _Harp Baptist Church 

*00109/96 .I<noxvllle, TN -I<noxville Comm. Inv. Co. 1-1/14195 DaUas, TX - Greater Gospel 02119/97 Odessa, TX -Iglesia Fuente De Vida , 
0lJl20/96 ,Mt. Pleasant, TN - Spencer Hili C.O.G. . 01127/96 Spring, TX - Cyllress Trails . 02/21/~17 POit Lavaca, TX " First Assemhly of God 
00125196 Moshlem, TN - Harmons VaUay Unlled 01/27/96 Spring. TX - Resurrection Lutheran 03107/97 EI Paso, TX _Templo Comna do G!orin 
08l2U/96 Midway, TN - Slnl<lng Sprlflgs LlIther~n 02112196 Houston, TX - Real Rocl( Church 03118/97 Houston, TX _Garden Gelhscl1Iane COG 
09/0'1100 Culleoka, TN - Smyma Church of.Chrlst 02116196 Houston, TX - Rea~ock Church . 0~V2?197_Eerrls,TX _Macedonia Ba[::.::)ti:.:::.st=--,-.-----,,-,-_____19-----O;:.:0::-7/1:;:.;,Q:7.=('i"'...-.MO=-::oristowo, TN-:--New Freedom-Mission. 03124196 I(aly, TX - Westside Church 04/01J/97 Beaumont, TX _W6st Oaldancl Baptist 
09120/96 Bells, TN - First Baptist of Bells . *04112196 Houston. TX - S.W. Community Baptist 04121/97 Colleyville. TX _St. Mary's OrthodOl( 
10129/96 Memphis. TN - Springhill Missionary Bap. 04/18196 Hillsboro, TX - Covenant Dapllst 041'29197 Paller Co., TX _61. Francis Catholic 
"111"12100 MemphiS, TN - Greenwood CME 04118196 Houston, TX - Heights Christian 05115197 Woodville. TX _Our Lady of Pines Cath. 
02125197 Middleton, TN - New Hope Ch. Of Christ 05114/96 Waskom, TX -:- Long Ridge CMf' 05116197 San Antonio, TX -1(lng of 1(lngs Lutheran 
03123/97 Pulasld, TN - Pleasant Ridge Melhodlst 06109/96 Greenville, TX - New Llghtflouse orv'09/07 Greenville, TX _Bethel MellJorlist Church 
011/1'1107 Memphis, TN - Madison Heights UMC 06110/96 Greenville, TX· Church of Living GOd. 06114197 Fort Worth. TX _Fostepco Baptist 
10/17/97 LaGrange, TN - New Beginnings Pent. 06116196 Fort Worth. TX - Oal<wood Baptist' OUl27/fJI I<eller, TX -Harvest Baptist Chapel 
0'11'10/98 Memphis. TN -Independent Presbyterian 06118/96 Houston, TX - On Tracl< Baptist 10131/97 Corpus Christi, TX _Ahiding Savior Lll~h, 

*02101/98 Madisonville. TN - New Bethel C:O.G. 	 06123196 Dallas - E. Spanish Congo o~ Jehovah 10/31/97 Corpus Christi, TX _McArclle fl,c1. EJaplist 
07/04/96 San Antonio, TX - Communlly Pe~t. 12/27/07 Wellington, TX _Church of Chpst
07/11/96 Garland; TX - Audubon Pal'l, Bapllst 

i( . Chart 90t "0 
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. UTAH . ..6 WASHINGTON 	~. 
, 0 03126196 Salt Lalee City, UT - Templo Casa 07/28195 SeaUle, WA ~ f-ull Gospel Pentecostal 

TEXAS (continued) 03114/97 Riverton UT _Mountalnview Wards Ch. 01/21/96 Oak Harbor. WA - Wtudbey Isle Naval 
~ 

01/otil98 Wellington, TX - Church of Christ , 06110/96 Soap Lal<e, WA _ Our l\IIost Gorrowrul 
om 1190 Wellington, TX - First Christian Ch,!rch 06l1 

l 
1196 Soap lal~e, WA _Communily EvangfJllcal 

Oil1f1l90 Housion, 1)( - Brool<haven Baptist Church 06116/93 Seattle. I,NA _ErltraanOrthooox 
0112319/3 Castroville, TX - Primera l3autlst~lilspana 06/26196 Tacoma, WA _ Grace United Methodist 
03l0~}j90- Dallas, TX - Bethany Lutheran 07/07!9s Puyallup, WA _ Pleasant Hili Baptist 
O::Wu/90 Bowlo Co., TX - Freedom Fellowship , , 07/09/96 Washougal. WA _ Community Church 
04/01/9/3 Waco, TX - first Church of the Nazarene 08/22196 I<ent. WA _ I<ent Church of Iha Nazarene 
O!)/OU/90 Harrison City. TX - Galnsville Ch. of God *03103197 Mercer Island, WA _ Siroum .Iuwjuh Ctr. 
OS/20198 Uouolon, TX - Fair t-Iaven United Malh. 06121/97 SaaUla, WA _ .Jehovah Wil. I(ingdom II~II 
05l3010n San Anlonlo • Un.I<lng. of JohoVah Wit.." 10/26197 Edmonds, WA _ Westgata Clmpel eMst. 
0G/20/90 L.evelland, TX - Emmanuel Ch. of God . .. 11/011/97 While Salmon, WA _Seventh Day Adv. 
07113198 Waco, TX - Cedar Ridge Church of Christ VIRGINIA, 04/07/9/3 Vancouver, WA _ Evergreen Baptist 
07/17/98 Houston, TX - Cullen Mlssfonary Baptist 05115195 Portsmouth, VA - Grpater Mt. Zion , 09/28198 Spo!<ane, ,WA _South Hill Baptist 

*07/26193 Port Arthur, TX - Central Ch. of the Naz. . ODl14/95 Portsmouth, VA - B~'hany Baptist 11/0"1190 Seattle, WA. New Hope Baptist Church 
12JOW98 Gilmer, TX - Mt. Olive Baptist Church 02121/96 Richmond, VA -:- Glorious Church of God 04/1'1/99 SpOI(an9. WA _ South Hill Baptist Church 
02/0tll99 Corpus Christi. TX - Mlnnehulla Bapt. Ch. . 01/116/96 Chesterfield, VA· First Bapt. Ch. of Centr'07/01199 Spol(ane, WA _ SU\Jud Pacific Northwest 
02106/99 Donie, TX - Old Sprl~g Seat ~aptlst Ch. 06110/96 Virginia Beach. VA - Green Run Baptist 07/30/99 Yal<lma. WA _st. Joseph's CathDlic Ch. 
02/'15/09 Lalteworth. TX - PrecIous F~lth Templs 0611 &'96 Chesapealts,' VA - Rosemont Chrlsllan 	 . 
03102199 Bryan. 1''' - United Pentecostal Church Ofl/20196 Duflield, VA _Petersori Chapel Prlmatlvs ' ~ 

04/1 0199 Bodford, TX - First Methodist Ch of Bedford 06121/96 Chesapealts, VA ~ Congregallonal Christ. 

05104199 Duncanville.,TX - WesUeyan Community Ch 06121/96 Virginia Beach, VA - All Saints EpJscop~1 WEST VIRGINIA· . 

05110/99 Ft. Worth. TX - living Roclt Ch Of GOd/Christ 10I12196-Reston,_VA-P-aacs_ofMlnd_BaptlSL_07/30/96_Breeden,WV_--BrE;lj3den-Cllllrr;!I_oLGodl_____ 


------'{=JG/ IGJOU Houston, TX - Southwest United Methodist 02/11/97 Richmond. VA - St. Ma,rlt's Episcopal 09/05/96 N. 'Wheeling, WV _ Bethlehem Apostolic 
06/02l9<J Ft. Worth, TX - faith Christian Church . 06109/90 ,Leesburg, VA -leesburg Christian Schoo102l23197 Morgantown, WV- Cheat '''Iede ApostoliC 
06l211/gtJ J-Iouston, TX - Third Presbyterian Church . 001021913 Chesapeake, VA..- Jactwon. Mem. Bapt. 03105197 Granvlllo, WV _Granville Apostolie 
06125/99 liouston, TX -lgleclaEvangellca Emmanuel 12107/98 Richmond, VA - SI. Marl(s Episcopal Ch 07/14/97 BarJdey Spgs., WV _Holy GIl. of Jesus 
06l2lll99 Houston, TX - Bethel Baptist Church 03129/99 Sprlngrleld, VA - Franconia Baptist Ch. 07/30197 Powellton, WV _ EII~rldga Community 
00113199 Singleton, TX - Slngioton Baptist Church 	 10/07/97 Cheat Lal(a, WV _Cneat l(}lce Baptist 

'., 	10116197 Welch, WV -Trinily Tomple Pelltocostal 
02105198 Shinnston, WV - First United Methodist 
01106199 !(ennU, WV - Sweot!'lorna Church 

Cflarl10 of 10 
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NA·TIONAL ClIURCH ARSON. TASI( FORCE 
Church ArsonIBomhingiAttempted Bombing Investigations 

Nationwide 
JanUary 1; i9~95 - necember 31,1996" 
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~AFlUCANAMERICAN .fI()USES OF WORSHIP ~OTlIER HOUSES OF WORSHIP 
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INCIDRN1'SATAFIllCAN AM. HOUSES OF WORSHip IN 1995 =25 INCIDENTSATAFIlICAN AM. HOUSES OF WOIlS/IIP IN 1996 =.120 

INCIDl?NTSAT(J111EIl I-IOUSI!S OF lfOlISIIII-IN 1995=27 i INCIDEN1'SA1'011IElIIlOUSES OF n'QIlSIJlP IN 1996 =177 


TOTAL INCIDENTS NATIONWIDE IN 1995 =52 TOTAL INCIDENTS NATIONWIDE IN 1996:= 297 

DATA. ENTERED IS BASED UPON THk. ~ATEOF THE IIVCIDENJ' ICliAAT Q I 
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE 

. Church Arson/BQmbing/Attempted Bombing Investigations 

Nationwide 

January 1, 1997 • necember 31, 1998 
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INCIIJEN1'S ATAFRICAN AM. HOUSES OF WORSHIP IN 1997 =53 INCIDENTS ATAFlllCAN AM. 1I0USES 0,.. WOIlS/IIP IN 1998 =4J 
INCIDENl'SATOl1lER HOUSES OF WORSHIP IN 1997= 155 i INClDENTSATO.l'HER HOUSES OF WOIlSIIII'IN 19911 = 120· 

TOTAL INCIDENTS NATIONWIDE1N 1997 =208 TOTAL INCIDENTS NATIONWIDE IN 1998 = 163 

DATA ENTERE~ IS BASED UPON THE.~ATE OF THE IN.,CIDENT ICHAnT A /. 



.NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE 

Church ArsonIBombingl Attempted Bombing Investigations 


. Nationwide 

JanuarY 1, 1999 • October 5, i999 
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. NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASI(FORCE 

.Church ArsoiJ/Bomhingl Attempted Bombmg Inves~igations 


In the South 

Janilary 1, 1995 • December 31, 1996 . 
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I!illAFRICAN AMERlCANHOUSES OF WORsHIP· INi)OTHER IIOUSES OF WORSl1IP 

INCJI)ENTS ATAFRICAN AM. HOUSES OF WORSHIP IN 1995 =24 INCIDENTS ATAFRICAN AM. IIOUSES ()JI WOHSllIl) IN 1996 =87 
INCIDltNl'S Al' OTllEIl HOUSES OF WORSHIP.IN 1995 =18 i INCIDENTS Al'OTHEllllOUSltS OF WORSHIP IN 1996:;: 81 

TOTAL INCIDENTS IN THE SOUTH 1~}995=42 TOTAL INCIDENTS NATIONWIDE IN 1996 = 169 

DATA ENTERlm IS BASED UP()N TH~.~ATEOF THE Ift!CIDENT ICHART T I 
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON, TASK FORCE 


Church 'Arson/BombinglAttempted Bombing Investigations 

. In the South 


JanUary 1, 1997 .'December 31; 1998 
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(iJAFIUCAN AMERICAN HOUSES OF WORSHIP [i]OTHER HOUSES OF WOllSllll' 
.~ 

INCIDENTS A1' Al'RICAN AM. HOUSES OF WORSHIP IN 1997 =32 .INCIDENTS Ill'APRICAN AM. HOUSES OF WOIlSIIII) IN 1998:: 26 

INCIDEN1'S AT 01'IIEIt Jlo.U.fJES OF lVORSllJPIN 1997 =57 I INCIDEN1'S A7'07'1IER 1I0USES OJlIYOIiSIJIP IN 1998 = 41/ 


TOTALINeIDENTS IN THE SOUTH IN 1997=89 JTOTALIN(]IDENTS NATIONWIDE IN 1998 = 74 

DATA ENTERED IS BASED UPON TH~.~ATE OF THE Il'{,CIDENT ICHART U I 
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. NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE 
Church ArSonIBombiitg/Attempted Bombh1g. Investigations 

. In the South 
January 1,·199-9- October 5, 1999 
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE 

. . . 

Church ArsonIBombingl Attempted Bombing Investigations 
R:esulting in Arrest Nationwide . 

January 1, 19.95· December 31;;"1996 
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Church,ArsonJIiombingl.Attemp,ted Bombilig Investigations 


, R¢Sulting in Arrest Nationwide " 

January 1, 19·97 '. December 31, 1998 
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NATIONAL CHURCHARSON'TASK FORCE 

'Church Ar~on/BombinglAttempted Bombing InveStigations 


Resulting in Arrest Nationwide 

January 1, 1999- .. October ,5; i9.99 
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSONTASKlFORCE 

• 
P. O. BOA: 65798 
Washington. D.C. 20530 

I' FEDERAL AND STATE CHURCH FIRE CONVICTIONS 
I 

September 9,1998 - October 5, 1999 

ARKANSAS 

1. Univenal Church of God (Shirley, AR) - In October, 1998, a white male (age 25) 
and a white female (age 23) pled guilty in federal court tolarson and civil rights 
violations. Th~ defendants were sentenced to 30 to 97 months imprisonment. , 

CALIFORNIA 

2. Guala:la Baptist Church (Gualala, CAl - On February 25, 1999, a white male (age 
. I , 

43) was d,eclared insane and committed for life to the California State Mental Health 
Institution. 

FLORIDA 

3. Cross City United Methodist Church (Cross City, JilL) - On June 2, 1999, two 
white females (age 13) pled guilty in state juvenile court tb trespassing and were 
sentenced to 40 hours of community service. I ' 

On June 16, 1999, a white male (age 14) pled guilty in state juvenile court to arson and . 
criminal mischief and was sentenced to a child services ptgram. . 
4. First United Methodist Church (Lakeland, FL) -- on September 8, 1998, two white 
males (age 22) pled guilty in state court to arson and were sentenced to two years 
imprisonnlent and four years probation. . 

On the SaIne date, a white male (age 21) was convicted in federal court of arson and 
sentenced to 12 months imprisonment followed by three y;ears supervised release and 500 
hours COIIlII1unity service. 

GEORGIA 

5. Hartford Baptist Church (HawkinsviUe, GA) -- On June 21, 1999, a white male 
(age 70) pled guilty in state court to vandalism to a place 6fworship and criminal damage 
to property and was sentenced to 10 years probation and olrdered to pay restitution in the 
amount of$105,584. 



6. Bethel Primitive Baptist Church (pavo, GA) - On October 15, 1998, two white 
males (ag1es 18 and 25) pled guilty in state court and were Isentenced to 20 years for 
burglary, :five years for vandalism to religious property and three years for criminal gang 

• • I
actIVlty,. ' , 

I : 

7. Crowell United Methodist Church (Butler, GA) -- On May 25, 1999, a white male 
(age 26) was convicted as an adult in state court ofburglaty and arson. He was sentenced 
to 20 years incarceration and 

, 
20 years probation. I ; 

I 

8. Mt. Zion HoUness Church (LuthersviUe, GA) - On September 14, 1998, a white 
male (age 30) pled guilty in state court to first degree arsoh and burglary. He was 
sentenced to 10 years incarceration on each charge. ' 

I 
9. Full Gospel Tabernacle Church (Hinesville, GA) - On August 24, 1999, two white 
males (age 19) pled guilty in federal court to arson and wJre sentenced to 60 months 
imprisonment followed ?y ~e: years supervised release. IAdditionally, the defendants 
were ordered to pay restitution m the amount of$893,1 05. 

IDAHO 

10. ParJoiiew Bible Fellowship (Boise, ID) - On October 14, 1998, a white male (age 8) 
was sentenced in juvenile court to informal probation and e<;>unseling for arson. 

INDIANj~ 

11. Partnlers United Methodist Church (Muncie, IN)  On December 28, 1998, a 
white mal,e (age 19) pled guilty in state court to burglary apd was sentenced to four years 
imprisonment. Two African American males (ages 13 and 18) were convicted in juvenile 
court ofbllrglary and given suspended Sentences., ' 

KANSAS 

12. Evan~~el Christian Center (pittsburg, KS) - On JunF 29, 1999, a white male (age 
15) was c()Dvicted injuvenile court of arson and sentenced to 1-3 years probation. 

On September 13, 1999, a white male (age 17) was conviJted in juvenile court of arson 
and sentet'lced to 60 months probation. ' 

KENTU{:KY 

13. Fairview Christian Church (WllUamstown, KY) - On July 19, 1999, two white 
males (agc)s 17 and 18) pled guilty in state court to third d~gree arson and were sentenced 
to 60 months imprisonment. 

On the sarne date, a white male (age 18) pled guilty in state court to two misdemeanor 
counts of I~riminal mischief and was sentenced to two yeats probation. 

, 0 
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On the same date, a white female (age 17) pled guilty in state court to one.count of 
misdemeanor criminal mischief and was sentenced to twd years conditional discharge. 

MICHIG~ 

14. Faith Baptist Church (Lambertville, MI) -- On December 5, 1998, a white male 
(age 23) was convicted in state court of breaking and ent9ring and accessory after the 
fact. He was sentenced to 5 Y2-1 0 years imprisonment for breaking and entering and 
3-5 Y2 years imprisonment for accessory after the fact. 

On the sa:me date, a white male (age 23) was convicted in state court ofbreaking and 
entering and arson of real property. He was sentenced to !SY2-10 years imprisonment for 
breaking ;and entering and 5Y2-10 years for arson of real p~operty. 

MINNESOTA 

15. St. Olaf Catholic Church (Minneapolis, MN) - Ori October 20, 1998, an African 
American male (age 24) was convicted in state court for Jrson and sentenced to 90 days 
imprisonment. 

MISSOUm 

16. Oak Street Church of Christ (Eldon, MO) - On May 14, 1999, a white male (age 
24) was convicted in state court for Class C arson and corhmitted to a state institution for 
psychological treatment 

NEW JERSEY 

17. Chur,ch of Jesus Christ (Jersey City, NJ) -- On September 9, 1999, an African 
American. female (age 50) pled guilty in federal court tothail fraud in connection with the 
. I • 

October 23, 1996 arson of the Church Upon the Rock and the Church of Jesus Christ. 

NEW MEXICO / 

18. RosweU Latter Day Saints (Roswell, NM) - On July 20, 1999, a white male (age 
50) was slentenced in federal court to 60 months imprisonment for arson, 120 months 
imprisomnent for use offrre in commission ofa felony, a.bd 12 months imprisonment for 

I 

seven counts ofdamage to religious property. Additionally, he was sentenced to 180 
months supervised release. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

19. Gosp(el Fellowship Holiness Church (Wilmington, NC) -- On July 22, 1999, two 
white males (ages 11 and 12) were convicted in state court of arson and sentenced to one 
year ofprobation and 64 hours of community service. 

3 



20. Pilgrim Church of South Tyron (Charlotte, NC) - pn August 6, 1999, an African 
American male (age 29) was sentenced in state court to 25-39 months imprisonment for 
burning ofa church. 

21. Sl Francis Episcopal Church (Rutherfordton, N(:)- On October 23, 1998, a 
white male (age 18) was convicted in state court ofchurch burning and sentenced to 
29-44 mClnths imprisonment. 

OHIO 

22. Alph~l and Omega Seventh Day Adventist Church (Warren, OH) - On July 20, 
1999, an African American male (age 19) was sentenced in state court to two years 
imprisomnent for aggravated arson and breaking and enteHng. 

OREGON 

23. Cottage Grove United Methodist Church (Cottage IGrove, OR) - On December 
12, 1998, a white female (age 39) was sentenced in state court for arson to 50 months . 
incarceration and 36 months supervised release. She was also ordered to pay restitution 
in the amount of$2,500. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

.24. Nortlnmont United Presbyterian Church (Pittsburgh, PA).;... On December 1, 
1998, a white male (age 26) was convicted in state court for arson and sentenced to 9-18 
months imprisonment. . . .I .. 

25. Evanl~elica1 Christian Church (Birdsboro, PAl - On November 17, 1998, a white 
male (age 20) was convicted in state court for arson and sbtenced to three years . 
probation. . 

On December 11, 1998, a white male (age 19) was convicted in state court for arson and 
sentenced to 5-12 months incarceration. 

26. Sl M:atthew AME Church (phiJade1phia, PAl - on july 1, 1999, an African 
American male (age 53) was convicted in state court for abon and sentenced to 18-36 

. months imprisonment. 

SOUTH tCAROLINA 

27. New Salem Baptist Church (pacolet, SC) -- On October 7, 1998, a white male (age 
24) pled guilty in state court to second degree arson and ~as given a 20 year suspended 
sentence and a two year active term. He was further ordeted to pay restitution in the 

I 

amount ojf$400 and serve five years probation following his release from prison. 
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28. Covellant Baptist Church (Gaston, SC) - On March 9, 1999, a white male (age 26) 
was convilcted in state court of third degree arson and givbn, a 10 year suspended sentence 
and five years probation 

, . 
ITEXAS 

29. Abiding Savior Lutheran Church (Corpus Christi, TX) 
30. McCllrdle Road Church ofChrist (Corpus Christi~ Tx) -- On November 11, 
1998, a white female (age 15) was convicted in federal cdurt of conspiracy and damage to 
religious property. ' 

. 31. Bethel Methodist Church (Greenville, TX) - On Japuary 20, 1999, a white male 
(age 21) was sentenced in federal court to five years imprisonment followed by four years 

, supervised release for arson. I ' 
I 

On May 26, 1999, a white male (age 21) was sentenced ~ ~ederal court to five years 

imprisomnent followed by three years supervised release for arson . 


. , . 

32. Freedom Fellowship Church (New Boston, TX) - On December 16, 1998, a white 
male (age: 31) was sentenced in federal court for arson and received 60 months 

i imprisomnent followed by three years supervised release. i 

33. ComlDunity Pentecostal Church (San Antonio,TX) i'" On November 2, 1998, a 
, white male (age 38)was convicted in state court for arson and was sentenced to seven 

. years imprisonment. ' , 


34. Cullen Missionary Baptist Church (Houston, TX) ~:On Februaiy 8, 1999, a white 
male (age: 45) pled guilty in state court to arson and was sentenced to 60 months 

, imprisoru'nent. His sentence was enhanced due to his motive being ruled hate-related. 
, 	 ! \ " 

35. United Kingdom of jehovah's Witnesses (San Anto~io, TX) 
I On Septe:mber 15, 1999, a white male (age 36) pled guilty iP state court to arson and was 

sentenced to eight years imprisonment and fined $2,500. 

J,VIRGINIA 	 , , 

! 	 36. Leesburg Christian School (Leesburg, VA) ~ On D~ember 20, 1998, a white male 
(age 21) was convicted in federal court of arson and sent~nced to five yearsimprisonment 

i . followed by three years supervised release. . I I 
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CONVICTIONS 
WORSHIP REPORTED S.L..L.~..ca 

VIOLENCE 

OF OCTOBERS, 

NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON ASK FORCE 

AGAINST 
1.99S 

FEDERAIJ HATE CRIME 
HOU~;ES OF 

(AS 

ALABAMA 

E Greater Saint Joseph Baptist Church (Baldwin) (Southern District) , 
2. Tate Chal()el AME Church (BaRdwin) (Southern Distri~t) - On the night of June 30,1997,' 
there was an:arson at the Greater Saint Joseph Baptist ChurcH and an attempted arson at the 
nearby Tate Chapel AME Church. Both congregations were iMncan American. The Greater 
Saint Joseph Baptist ChUrch was totally destroyed by the fire] Regarding the arson at the Greater 
Saint Joseph Baptist Church, two 18-year-old Caucasian adul1ts, one male and one female, were ' 

I ' 

found guilty by a jury (in November 1997) of violating 18 U.S.C. §371 (conspiracy to commit an 
arson). Thesl;: two defendants were sentenced to 41 months df imprisonment and ordered to 

I 

perform 300 hours of community service. Another 18-year-o,ld Caucasian male was found guilty 
(in Novembe:r 1997) of violating one count of 18 U.S.C. §841(i) and one count of 18 U.S.C. 
§844(h)(i). He was sentenced to 15 years of imprisonment. The fourth defendant, an 18-year
old Caucasian male, pled guilty (in October 1997) to violatiohs' of 18 U.S.C. §844(i) and 18 
U.S.C. §247 (Damage to religious property; obstruction ofp~ons in the free exercise of 
religious beliefs). He was sentenced to 60 months ofimprisohment, three years of supervised 
release, and 300 hours of community service. He was ordered to pay restitution. Regarding the 
attempted arson at Tate Chapel, a 19-year-old Caucasian mal~ pled guilty (in October 1997) to 
one count of 18 U.S.C. §844(i). He was sentenced to 46 moriths of imprisonment, three years of 
supervised release, and 300 hours of community service. Heiwas ordered to pay $100 in 
restitution. One of the 18-year-old Caucasian males found milty in the arson of the Greater 
Saint Joseph Baptist Church was also convicted (in Novemb~ 1997) of violating one count of 18 
U.S.C. §844(i) in connection with the Tate Chapel AME chtdch. All of the co-defendants were 

, I 

ordered to jointly pay $96,846 in restitution. Some of the defendants attended a Ku Klux Klan 
rally two days before the arsons. One yelled a racial epithet Jt the time of the arson. 

I 

3'~ Born Again Church of Christ (Heflin) (Northern District) - On November 14, 1996, a 
cross was bwned at this African American church. Gasoline iwas poured onto two wooden 
beams arranged in the shape of a cross and then ignited at the front doorway ofthe church. 
Three Cauca~\ian defendants, ages 26, 22, and 18, pled guilty ~n federal court (in April and May 
1997) to violating 18 U.S.C §241 (Conspiracy against rights).~ey were sentenced to 18 

1 



I 

months, 15 months, and 24 months of imprisonment respectiveiy. In addition, all were sentenced 
to three years supervised release, fined $500, and ordered to pay restitution of$2,145. 

ARKANSAS~ 

4: Universal Church of God (Shirley) (Eastern District) - In May 1995, the Christian Day 
S~hool operated by the Universal Church ofGod, which hos~ a racially mixed congregation, 
was burned. One defendant, a 25-year-old Caucasian male, pled guilty in federal court (in 
August 1998) to violating one count of 18 U.S.C. §844(i) and one count ofl8 U.S.C. §241. A 
second defendant, a 24-year-old Caucasian male, pled guilty (in October 1998) to one count of 
18 US.C. §844(h)(1) and one count of 18 US.C. §241. A third defendant, a 22-year-old 
Caucasian fernale, pled guilty (in October 1998) to one countlof 18 U.S.C. §241. The three were 
o~dered to terms of incarceration ranging from 30 to 97 months in prison. 

, 

LOUISIANA!. 

5. Cypress Grove Baptist Church (Zachary) (Middle District) 
6. Saint Paul's Free Baptist Church (Baker)(Middle District) 
7: Sweet HOlme Baptist Church (Baker) (Middle District) I ' 
8. Saint Thomas Chapel Benevolent Society (Baker) (Middle District) - On February 1, ., 
1996, these African American churches were burned. The ar~onists brought tires and gasoline to 
the churches. In one church, the fire was started by a moloto~ c;ocktail, in another church, by 
stacking tires and then setting them on fire, and in the last tw6 instances gas was thrown into the 
churches and ignited. One defendant, a 25-year-old Caucasian male, pled guilty in federal court 
(in July 1997) to 18 US.C. §241 and was sentenced to 48 mohths of imprisonment. 

I 

NEVADA 

91 Church olrChrist (Henderson) - On September 19, 1996~ the siding on this African 
American church was burned. The defendant, a 23-year-old'<1;aucasian male, pled guilty in 
federal court (in December 1996) to violating one count of 18! US.C. §247(c). He confessed to 
using a lighteJl:' to ignite a fire. Witnesses stated that he attempted to burglarize the church, but 
fwled. After the failed burglary, he stated he should burn the bhurch because its members were 
African American. He was sentenced to 63 months of imprisbnment and three years of 
supervised priJbation. He was also ordered to pay $1,619 in r~stitution. . 

NEWMEXI~CO 

10. Church ofJesus Christ ofLatter Day Saints (RosweU)I-.on June 28, 1998, this Caucasian 
church was bllIlled, causing 2.5 million dollars in damage. In the two months leading to this fire, 
a series ofvandalisms occurred at three other Latter Day Saints churches in Alamogordo, Artesia . 
and Alto, New Mexico, along with the arson ofa truck used iriinterstate commerce. The . 
vandalism included destruction of musical instruments, pews,ld()ors and walls resulting in 
d~age in exe;ess of$150,000. A 48-year-old Caucasian male pled guilty in federal court (in 
March 1999) to violating seven counts of 18 US.C. §247(a)(li), two counts of 18 U.S.C. §844(i), 

i 

http:RosweU)I-.on


'y 

and one coun.t of 18 U~S.C. §844(h)(1). The defendant was sentenced to 15 years in prison to be, 
followed by three years superVised release. 

NORTII CAROLINA 

tl. Saint James African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church (Maysville) (Eastern District)
On June 30, 1996, this African American church was burned! Seven molotov cocktails were 
thrown at and into the church and a petroleum product was p~ured around the church foundation. 
The damage estimate was $50,000. Three Caucasian males pled guilty (in May 1997) to various 
federal charges. One of the defendants said they burned the church after hearing news reports 
about church burnings. One defendant, a 19-year-old male, pled guilty to one count of 18 
U.S.C.§844(i) and §844(h). He was sentenced to 30 months ofimprisonment to be followed by 
three years supervised release, and ordered to pay restitution! Two of the juveniles pled guilty to 
18 U.S.C. §§371, 844(i), 844(h), and 924(c)(I). They each rkeived 18 months ofimprisonment. 

J 

~ thirdjuveriile was granted pre-trial diversion. 

SOUTH C~ROLINA 

12. Mount Zion A.M.E.Church (Greeleyville) 
13. Macedonia Baptist Church (Manning) - On June 20 and 21, 1995, respectively. these two 
African Ame,rican churches were burned. Four Caucasian e~-members of the Ku Klux Klan pled 
guilty (two defendants in August 1996 and two in Decemberl1996) to federal charges relating to 
these arsons. Three of the defendants, ages 23, 24, and 52, received 168 months, 144 months, 
and 258 months of imprisonment, respectively, forviolation~ of 18 U.S.C. §241 and 18 U.S.C. 
§844(h). Th~~ fourth defendant, age 51, also pled guilty tovi~lations of 18 U.S.C. §241 and 18 
U.S.C. §844(h). He received 180 months of imprisonment ru:td five years of supervised release 
probation for the arson ofMacedonia Baptist Church. . 

TENNESSEE 
\ ' 
I 

14. Church orGod or Prophecy (Dyersburg) (Western District) - On July 22, 1996, this 
¢aucasian church was, burned. The defendant, a 20-year-oldIAfrican American male, pled guilty 
in federal court (in November 1996) to violating one count of 18 U.S.C. §247(c). He said that he 
wanted to start a race war and that he was acting at the direction ofSatan. The defendant was 
sentenced to 60 months in prison. 

15. Church orthe Nativity (Bartlett) (Western District) - On June 29, 1996, this Caucasian 
church was burned. The church suffered $10,000 in damage to the altar area. The defendant, a 
46-year-old Caucasian pastor, admitted setting the fire. He UrSed a match to ignite curtains 
behind the altar. The defendant pled guilty U:t federal court qn,March 1998) to one count of 18 
U.S.C. §247. He was admitted into a rehabilitation clinic. He was sentenced to 33 months 
imprisonment to be followed by three years supervised releate, and ordered to pay $27,952 in 
restitution. 

3 ' 
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16. Canaan A.M.E. Church (Maury County) (Middle District) " 
17. Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (Maury Coubty) (Middle District) - On January 

" I 

29,1995, the':se African American churches were firebombed. Three Caucasian defendants, 33, 
~5, and 43, pled guilty in federal court (in October 1995) to fiolating 18 U.S.C. §24LOne , 
defendant was sentenced to 57 months in prison while the other two defendants were sentenced 
to 46 montM in prison . . 
TEXAS 

t8. Gailllesl'iIle Church of Christ (Harrison County) (Eastern District) - On May 8, 1998, 
t;his African American church was burned. A 20-year-old C~ucasian male pled guilty in federal 
court (in July 1998) to violating 18 U.S.C. §247(c) and 18 U}S.C. §844(i). A 29-year.;0Id 
Caucasian m.ale pled guilty (in August 1998) to violating 181U.S.C. §247(c) and 18 U.S.C. 
§844(i). A 15-year-oldjuvenile male also pled guilty (in August 1998) to 18 U.S.C. §5032 to 
violate 18 U.. S.C. §241 and 18 U .S.C. §8~i) .in connection }vith this matter. The two ~dult 
defendants were sentenced to 60 months In pnson to be followed by three years supervtsed 
release, and were ordered to pay 554,000 in restitution. Thetiuvenile defendantwas sentenced to 
24 months p:tobation with a condition that he must complete 14months detention in a boot camp 
program. 

19. Freedoln FeUowship Church (New Boston) (Non1bern District) - On March 28, 1998, this 
African Amtrrican church was burned. The defendant, a 31-year-old Caucasian male, pled guilty 
in federal court (in September 1998) to violating one count df18 U.S.C. §844(i). The defendant 
was sentencM to 60 months in prison to be followed by threb years supervised release. ' 

, I . 
20. Bethany Lutheran Church (DaJlas) (Northern Distri~t)- On March 5, 1998, this 
~aucasian church burned. Pentagrams, satanic symbols, ractst and homophobic epithets were 
spray painted on the church and around the neighborhood. A 20-year-old Caucasian maJepled 
guilty in fedi=ral court (in April 1998) to violating 18 U.S.C. I§844(i) and 18 U.S.C. §247. He , 
was sentenc(~ to 33 months imprisonment and ordered to pay $337,918 in restitution. A 19
year-old Caucasian male pled guilty (in April 1998) to viola~ing one count of 18 U.S.C. §844(i). 
He was sentenced to 27 months imprisonment to be followed by three years supervised release, 
l!'Dd ordered to pay 5337,918 in restitution. Two juveniles ate being prosecuted by the state. 
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21. Abiding Savior Lutheran Church (Corpus Christi) (Southern District) 
22. McArdlie Road Baptist Church (Corpus Christi) (SoJthern District) - On October 31, 

1997, these Caucasian churches were burned. Four defen~ts were involved. A 24-year-old 

Caucasian male pled guilty in federal court (in April 1998) td one count of 18 U.S.C. §371, two 


. I . 

counts of 18 U.S.C. §247, and one count of 18 U.S.C. §844(i~. He was sentenced to 71 months 
iinprisonment and three years supervised release. A second 23~year-old Caucasian male pled 
gUilty in federal court (in April 1998) to violating one count ~ach of18 U.S.C. §371, l80.S.C. 
§247,and 18 V.S.C: §844{i). He was sentenced to 63 monthl imprisonment and three years 

. I . 

supervised release .. A 23-year-old Caucasian female pled guilty in federal court (in April 1998) 
to violating one count each of 18 U.S.C. §371 and 18 U.S.C. §247. She was sentenced to 63 
~onths imprisonment and three years supervised release. Thby were held jointly liable for 

. $138,628 in restitution. A female juvenile defendant was co~victed at trial (in November 1998) 
for violating one count of18 U.S.C. §371 and two counts of18 U.S.C. §247. She was sentenced' 
to 51 months probation with the condition that she serve 12 .rtonths in a community corrections 
ctmter. They were alleged to have Satanic motives for the ar~ons: 

23. Harvest Baptist Church (Keller) (Northern District) -\On August 27, 1997, the. chapel of 
Ups Caucasian church was totally destroyed by fire. The damage estimate was $150,000. The 
defendant, a 26-year-old Caucasian male, confessed to breakihg a window, pouring diesel fuel, 
and striking a match~ He said he decided to bum the church Because he felt that the members of 
the congregation who attended services there were bothering his dog and creating parking and 
tr~c problems along his street. He pled guilty in federal co¥rt (in November 1997) to one 
count of 18 U.S:C. §247{a){2). He was sentenced to 30 mon$s imprisonment to be followed by 
three years supervised release. He was also issued a $100 sp~cial assessment and ordered to pay 
$150,000 in rt;,stitution. I , , 

24. Macedolllia Baptist Church (Ferris) (Northern Dlstric~) - On March 22, 1997, this 
I 

African American church was burned. Two Caucasian male defendants confessed to setting the 
frre using gasoline and a cigarette lighter. One defendant, 25,ipled guilty in federal court (in 
May 1997) to violating 18 U.S.C. §844(i) and 18 U.S.C. §247(c). The other defendant, age 22, 

1

pl~ guilty (iIl. May 1997) to violating 18 U.S.C. §844(i) and ~8 U.S.C.§241. The 25-year-old 
defendant received 60 months ofimprisonment to be followed by three years supervised release, 
and was ordered to pay $64,785 in restitution. The 22-year-ol1d defendant received 70 months of 
imprisonment to be followed by three years supervised releasJ, and was ordered to pay $64,785 
in restitution. 

s 




OTHER ACTS OF VIOlLENCE 


GEORGIA 

25. New Jerusalem African Methodist Episcopal Churc,," (Ellenwood) (Northern District) 
On November 6, 1998, a Caucasian male made a threatening telephone call to this African 
American church. During the call he stated his intention to blow up the church. The defendant 
pled guilty i:nfederal court (in April 1999) to violating one ~ount of 18 U.S.C §844(e). The 
defendant was sentenced to one year imprisonment to be followed by three years supervised 
release, and was fined $2,000. 

IOWA 

26. Second Baptist Church (Fort Dodge) (Northern District) - On August 15, 1993, a 
vandalism occurred and a cross was burned at this African American church. Two Caucasian 

, I 

male defendants in their 20s pled guilty in federal court (in November 1998) to violating one 
,count of 18 U.S.C. §241 and one count ofl8 U.S.C. §844(ij. One defendant was sentenced to 
:102 months in prison while the other was sentenced to 41 months in prison. 

KANSAS 

,27. Beth-E) B'Y'Shue Messianic Synagogue (Wichita) - On June 6, 1998, threatening graffiti , 
iwas spray painted on all sides of this synagogue. The four defendants who were involved were 

I ' , 

'members of a self-described skinhead group. Two Caucasian males, ages 21 and 23, pled guilty 
, I 

,in federal court (in March 1999) to violating one count of 18 U.S.C. §241 and violating one 
count of 18 U.S.C. §247. A 22-year-old Caucasian male plM guilty (in March 1999) to violating 
one count of 18 U.S.C. §241. The fourth defendant, a 19-ybaJ;-0Id Caucasian male, was 
convicted in federal court (in March 1999) of violating onelcount of 18 U.S.C. §241 and one 

,countof 18 U.S.C. §247. The three defendants who pled guilty were sentenced to terms ofhouse 
i arrest, while the fourth defendant who was convicted was sentenced to 18 months in prison. 
I 

',NORTH CAROLINA 
I 

.28. ChiDa Grove A.M.E. Zion Church (Charlotte) (Western District) 
'29. Flora Williams Ministries (Charlotte) (Western District) - On April 3, 1996 and May 19, 
, 1996, these African American churches received racially threatening messages on their telephone 
: answering machines. Two Caucasian defendants, ages 22 ~d 21, pled guilty in federal court (in 
~ January 1997) to violating one count of 18 U.S.C. §241. The 22-year-old defendant was 
sentenced to 15 months ofimprisonment to be followed bylthree years supervised release, and 
was ordered to perform 100 hours of community service. The 21-year-old defendant was 

" sentenced to 12 months of imprisonment to be followed byithree years supervised release, and 
, was ordered to perform 100 hours ofcommunity service. 
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TEXAS 

39. Baruch 1:Ia Shem (DaUas) (Northern District) - On April 26, 1997, this Messianic 
Congregation building was damaged by gunfire and member~ were threatened with gunfire. The 
defendant, a 48-year-old Caucasian male, was yelling anti-sethitic epithets as he fired the 
automatic weapon. He pled guilty (in January 1998) to violating one count of 18 
U.S.C.§247(a)(2)and one count of violating 18 U.S.C. §924(6): He was sentenced to 147 
months imprii;onment and three years supervised release. ' 

TENNESSEI~ 

I 

31. Parker'sChmpel (Memphis) (Western District) - On August 5, 1996, this African 
American church was damaged by two gun shots. Three defehdants, including two juveniles, 
were involved.· One defendant, a 19-year-old Caucasian male! pled guilty in federal court (in 
October 1996) to one count of a federal firearms violation, 181U.S.C. §922G) (Unlawful acts), 
and one count of 18 U.S.C. §922(x)(1). He was sentenced to siJ!: months in prison to be followed 
by six months home detention and two years supervised releJe. He was ordered to pay $866 in 
restitution. Ajuvenile Caucasian male pled guilty (in October 1996) to one count of 18 U.S.C.

l
§922(x)(2). He was sentenced to serve the remainder ofhis st~te sentence in addition to one year 
federal probation. The other juvenile Caucasian male pled guiity (in October 1996) to one count 

, I 

of 18 U.S.C. §922G) and one count of 18 U.S.C. §922(x)(2). He has been sentenced to six' 
m<;mths home detention and two years probation. He was orde~ed to pay $866 in restitution. 
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