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First Sunlmit of the Americas 
Miami, Florida December 9-11,1994 

The following document is the complete text of the Declaration of Principles signed by 

Heads of State and Government participating in the First Summit ofthe Americas. . 


Declaration of Principles 

Partnership for Development and Prosperity: Democracy, Free Trade and ......,""... , .....u." 

Development in the Americas 


The elected Heads of State and Government of the Americas are committed to a{",,;ranl',," 


prosperity, democratic: values and institutions, and security of our Hemisphere. For the 

in history, the Americas are a community of democratic societies. Although faced with 

development challenges, the Americas are united in pursuing prosperity through open 

hemispheric integration,' and sustainable development. We are determined to consol 

advance closer bonds ofcooperation and to transform our aspirations into q,oncrete 


We reiterate our firnl adherence to the principles of international law and the and 

principles enshrined .in the United Nations Charter and in the Charter of the Organlz;ation of 

American States (OAS), including the principles of the sovereign equality 'of states, 

non-intervention, self-determination, and the peaceful resolution of disputes. We rec:ognize the 

heterogeneity and diversity of our resources and cultures, just as we are convinced that we can 

~dvance our shared interests and ,values by building strong partnerships. . 


To Preserve and Strengthen the Community of Democracies of the Americas 

. ...' 

The Charter of the OAS establishes that representative democracy is indispensable for the 
stability, peace and development of the region. It is the sole political system whichgkrantees 
respect for human rights and the rule of law; it safeguards cultural diversity, pluralisnl, respect 
for the rights of minorities, and peace within and among nations. Democracy is baseq., among 
other fundamentals, on free and tran~parent elections and includes the right of all citizens to 
participate in government. Democracy and development reinforce one another. " ./ 

We reaffirm our commitment to preserve and strengthen our democratic systems for, t~e benefit 
ofall people of the Hemisphere. We will work through the appropriate bodies of the OAS to' 
strengthen democratic institutions and promote and defend constitutional democratic rule, in 
accordance with the OAS Charter. We endorse OAS efforts to enhance peace and the 
democratic, social, and economic·~tability of the region. ' 

:J 
We recognize that our people earnestly seek greater responsiveness anti efficiency from our 
respective governri1E:nts. Democracy is strengthened by the modernization of the stat~, lincluding 
reforms that streamline operations, reduce and simplify government rules and.procedures, and 
make democratic institutions more transparent and accountable. Deeming it essential tliat justice 
should be accessible iIi an efficient and expeditious way to all sectors of society, w¢ affirm that 
an independent judiciary is a critical element of an effective legal system and lasting democracy. 
Our ultimate goal is to better meet the needs of the population, especially the needs bf women 
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an~ the most vulnerable groups, including indigenous people, the disabled, children, ilil aged, 
and minorities., ': I 
Effective democracy requires a comprehensive attack on corruption as a factor o~ social 
disintegration and distortion of the economic system that undermines the legitimacy' of ~olitical 
institutions. , ; I 
Recognizing the pernidous effects of organized crime and illegal narcotics on our economies, 
ethical values, public health, and the social fabric, we will join, the battle agaihst the 
consumption, production, trafficking and distribution of illegal drugs, as well as agairistl money 
laundering and the illicit trafficking in amis and chemical precursors. We will also cooperate to 
create viable alternative development strategies in those countries 'in which illicit crbps are 
grown. Cooperation should be extended to international and national programs aimed at burbing 
the production, use and trafficking of illicit drugs andthe rehabilitation of addicts." ; ,I 
We condemn terrorism in all its forms, and we will, using all legal means, combat terrorist acts' 
anywhere in the Am~~icas with unit~ and vigor. " ' '{,,' ,; 1 ' 

Recognizing the important contribution of individuals and associations in effective democratic 
government and in the enhancement of cooperation among the people of the Hemisphere, we 
will facilitate fuller participation of our people .in political, economic and social ~ctivity, in 
accordance with national legislation. 

To Promote Prosperiity Through Economic Integrat~on and Free Trade 

Our continued economic progress depends on sound economic policies, sustainable, 
development, and dynamic private sectors. A key to prosperity is trade without barriers~1 without 
subsidies, without unfair practices, and with an increasing stream of productive in:vestments. 
Eliminating impediments to market access for goods and services among our countfies will 
foster our economic growth. A growing world economy will also enhance our' domestic 
prosperity. Free'trade and increased economic integration are key factors for raising startdards of 
living, improving the working conditions of people in the Americas and better protetting the, 
environment ' "" ;, I " " 
We, therefore, resolv,e to begin immediately to construct the "Free Trade Area of the :Arnericas" 
(FT AA), in which barriers to trade and investment will be progressively eliminated: W;e further 
resolve to conclude the negotiation ofthe:"Free Trade Area of the Americas" no later'tnan 2005, 
and agree that concrete progress toward the attainment of this objective will be made:by the end 
of this century. We recognize the progress that already has been realized through the Unilateral 
undertakings of each of our nations and the subregional trade arrangements in.our H;erhisphere. 
We will build on existing ,subregional and bilateral arrangements in order to broaden ana deepen 

,hemiSPheri~ economic ~ntegratio~ and ~o bring the agr~einents to~ether. . : ./ " 

Aware that mvestment IS the mam engme for growth m the HemIsphere, we wIll encourage such 
investment by cooperating to build more open, transparent and integrated markets: In this regard, 
we are committed to create strengthened mechanisms that promote and protect th~ flow of" 
productive investment in the Hemisphere, and to promote the developmerit and prbgressive ' 
integrati~n of ~apital. m~kets. . ' , . ' . . '. 'I . 
To advance,economic mtegratlOn and free trade, we wIll work, WIth cooperatlon and ,financmg 

from the' private sector and' international financial institutions, to create a hetnispheric 


, infrastruCture., This process requires a cooperative effort in fields such as telecomrilUhications, 

energy and, transportation,which, will permit the efficient movement of the goods, services, 

capital, information and technology that are the foundations of prosperity. .! ' 


We recognize that despite the substantial progress in dealing with debt problems in the 
Hemisphere, high foreign debt burdens still hinder the development of some of our couhtries. 
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w~ recognize that economic integration and the creation of a free trade area will be 'JmPlex . 
endeavors, particularly in view of the wide differences in the levels of development and Isize of 
economies existing in our Hemisphere. We will remain cognizant of these differences as we 
work toward economic integration in the Hemisphere. We look to our own resource.s, ingenuity, 
and individual capacities as well as to the international community to help us achieve,oUr gmils. 

, 

To Eradicate Poverty And Discrimination In Our Hemisphere 

It is politically intolerable and morally unacceptable that some segments ~f our populations ar~ 
marginalized and do not share fully in the benefits of growth. With an aim of attainingIgreater 
social justice for all our people, we pledge to, work individually and collectively to improve 
access to quality education and primary health care and to eradicate extreme poverty and 
illiteracy. The fruits of democratic stability and economic growth, must be accessibld to all, 
without discrimination by race, gender, national origin or religious affiliation. ii' 
In observance of the International Decade of the World's Indigenous peo~le, w~ will ifocus our' 
energies on improv,ing the ex~rcise of democratic rights and the access to social seN11ices by 
indigenous people and their communities. , ' 

~ . " 

Aware that widely shared prosperity contributes to hemispheric 'stability, 'lasting peace and 
democracy, we acknowledge our common interest in cre~ting employment opporturiities that 
improve the'incomes, wages and working-conditions of all our people. We will invest iIi people 
so that individuals throughout the Hemisphere have the opportunity to realize their full pbtential. 

Strengthening the role of women in all aspects of political, social and economic lif~ in our 
countries is essential to reduce poverty and social inequalities and to enhance democtacy and 
sustainable developme~t. " . I I ' 
To Guarantee Sustaiinable Development and Conserve Our Natural Environment: for 
Future Generations~:, , I 
Social progress and economic prosperity can be sustained only if our people live in a healthy 
environment and our ecosystems and natural resources are managed carefully and responsibly. 
To advance and implement the commitments made at the 1992 United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development, held in Rio de Janeiro, and the 1994 Global Confer~n~e orr the 
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, held irr Barbados, we :will create 
cooperative partnerships. to strengthen our capacity to prevent and control, pollution;. t6 protect, 
ecosystems and use our biological resources on a sustainable basis, and, to encourage clean, 
effi~ient and sustainabl~ en~rgy. ~roduction. and use. To benefit future generations I through 
envIronmental conservatIOn, IncludIng the ratIOnal use of our ecosystems, natural resotp"ces and 
biological heritage, we, will continue to pursue technological, financial and other forms of 

coope~ation. .' . ". '. ' . ' , : I . 
. We wIll advance our SOCial well-beIng and economIC prospenty m ways that are fully 90gmzant 
of our impact on the environment. We agree to support the Central American Alliance for 
Sustainable Development, which seeks to strengthen those democracies by promoting regional 
economic and social prosperity and sound environmental management. In this context, we 
support the c~nvening ~f other regional me~tingS on sustainabl~ deve~opment., :.1 
Our DeclaratIon constItutes a comprehensIve and mutually remforcmg Set of commItments for 
concrete results. In accord with the appended Plan of Action, and recognizing ourl different 
national capabilities and' our different legal systems, we pledge to implement them, without 
delay. 1 

We call upon the OAS and the Inter-American Dev~lopment Bank' ~~ assist' Jountries ,in ' 
implementing our pledges, drawing significantly upon the Pan American Health Organization 
and the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean as well as 
sub-regional organizations for integration. . 
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To give continuity to I~fforts fostering national political involvement, we will convene specific 
high-level meetings to address, among others, topics such as trade and commerce,! capital 
markets, labor, energy, education, transportation, telecommUniCations, .counter-narcotics· and 
other anti-crime initiatives, sustai~able development, health, and science and technolog~. f 

To assure public engagement and commitment, we invite the cooperation and participatiop of the . 
,private sector, labor, I>oliticai parties, academic institutions and other non-governmental actors 
and organizations in both, our national and regional efforts, thus strengthening the partnership 
between governments and society. . 'f . 

Our thirty-four nations- share a fervent commitment t9 democratic practices, economic 
integration, and social justice. Our people are better able than ever to express their aspirations 
and to learn from one another. The conditions for hemispheric cooperation are prqpitious. 
Therefore, on behalf of all our people, in whose name we affix our signatures to this Deciaration, 
we seize this historic opportunity to create a Partnership for Development and Prosperity in the 
Americas. : f 

Summit Home ISummit Mandates ISummit Calendar ISearch info. 

Entire contelits © 1998 Organization of American States,Office of Summit Follow-Up 
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First Summit of the Americas 
Miami, Florida December 9-11,1994 

The following document is the complete text of the Plan of Action signed by the Heads 
and Government participating in the First Summit of the Americas. 

Summit of the Americas Plan of Action 
. . 

The heads of state and government participating in the 1994 Summit of the Americas in IJ."J.J'...UJ:L. 

Florida, desirous of furthering the broad objectives set forth in their Declaration of Prmciples 
and mindful of the need for practical progress on the vital tasks of enhancing denlocracy, 
promoting development, achieving economic integration and free trade, improving the lives of 
their people; and protecting the 
commitment to this Plan ofAction. 

natural environment for future geI1erations,. affirtn 
. ;, ! 

their 

Contents 

I: Preserving and Strengthening the Community of Democracies of the Americas 

1. Strengthenin~~ Democracy 
2. Promoting and Protecting Human Rights 
3. Invigorating Society/Community Participation 
4. Promoting Cultural Values 
5. Combating Corruption ': . 
6. Combating the Problem of Illegal Drugs and Related Crimes' 
7. Eliminating the Threat ofNational and International Terrorism 
8. Building Mutual Confidence' . 

II. Promoting Prosperity Through Economic Integration and Free Trade 
" . 

9. Free Trade in the Americas 
10. Capital Markets Development and Liberalization 
11. Hemispheric Infrastructure . . 
12. Energy Cooperation 
13. Telecommunications and Information Infrastructure 
14. Cooperation in Science and Technology . 
15. Tourism 

III. Eradicating Poverty and Discrimination in Our Hemisphere 

16. Universal Access to Education 
17. Equitable Access to Basic Health Services 
18. Strengthening the Role of Women in Society 
19. Encouraging Microenterprises and Small Businesses 
20. White Helmets--Emergency and Development Corps 
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,I ' 
IV. Guaranteeing Sustainable Development and Conserving Our Natura Environment for Future 
Generations " ; 

21. Partnership for Sustainable Energy Use 

'22. Partnership for Biodiversity 

23. Partnership :D)r Pollution Prevention 

Appendix 

I 

1. PRESERVING AND STRENGTHENING THE COMMUNITY OF DEMOCRACIES F 

THE AMERICAS 


Go Back to Contents 

1. Strengthening Dem()cnlcy 

Go Back to Contents 

The strengthening, ef£~ctive exercise and consolidation ofdemocracy (fonstitute the centnil 
political priority of the: Americas. The Organization ofAmerican States.(OAS) is the pqnbipal 
hemispheric body for the defense ofdemocratic values and institutions; among its esseritihl 
purposes is to promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect to the I 
principle ofnon-intervention. The OAS has adopted multilateral procedures to address the 
problems created wheil democratic order has been interrupted unconstitutionally. In orde~ to 

, prevent such crises, the OAS needs to direct more effort toward the promotion ofdemocratic 

values and practices and to the social 'and economic strengthening of already-established 

democratic regimes. ' ' 


Governments will: 

Give expeditious consideration to ratifying,the Cartagena de Indias, Washington and Managua, 
Protocols to the OAS Charter, if they have not already done so. ',;, ; I 
Strengthen the dialogue among social groups and foster grass roots participation in 'problem ' ' 
solving at the local level. 

Support efforts by the OAS to promote 'democracy by: 

Encouraging exchanges ofelection-related technologies and assisting national electoral 
organizations, at the request of the interested state. ' 

Strengthening the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy so that it can provide assistance iat the 
request of the interested state on such matters as legislative and judicial processes, gov~rPment 
reforms (including administration ofjustice, technical modernization of national legislative 
bodies, simplification of government regulations and promotion ofparticipation by co~unity 

, organizations in local democracy), and other institutional changes. ': I 
Encouraging opportunities for exchange ofexperiences among member states' democratic 
institUtions,. particularly legislature-to-Ie~islature and judiciary-to-judiciary. : I 
Fostering understanding, dialogue and political reconciliation, at the 'request of the affected state 
and bearing in mind 1hat national reconciliation comes from within. 

Requesting the OAS to promote and follow up on these commitments. 

20f22 12/13/20002:56 PM 

I ' 

http:www.summlt-amencas.ormlamlpan.tm


Summit of the Americas Plan ofAction 'WYSiwyg://8/http:/(w~.summit-~ericas.org/miamiPlan.hltm 

2. Promoting and Protecting Human Rights 

Go Back to Contents 
, i 

Great progress has been made'in the Hemisphere in'the development of human rights concepts ' 
and no~~,.but serious ~aps in imI?lementation ~em~in.'While co~s ulti~at~ly ~ave' the' I ' 
responslbIhty for enfori;mg legal nghts and oblIgatlOns, reforms mother mstitutlOns are needed 
to contribute to the further development of a climate of respect for human rights. There mllst also 
be universal access to justice and effective means to enforce basic rights. A democracy is jhdged ' 
by the rights enjoyed by its least influential members. .. ; 

Governments will: 

Give serious consideration to adherence to international human rights instruments to whicn they 
are not already party. ; 

Cooperate fully with all. United Nations and inter-American human rights bodies. 

Develop programs for the promotion and observance of human rights, including educational 
programs to inform people of their legal rights and their responsibility to respect the rights of 
others. '0 , 

Promote policies to ensure that women enjoy full and equal legal rights within their families and, 
societies, and to ensure the removal of constraints to women's full participation as voters~ 
candidates and elected and appointed officials. " 

. Review and strengthen laws for the protection of the rights of minority groups and indig~npuS
people and communities to ensure freedom from discrimination, to guarantee full and equal 
protection under the law, and to facilitate active civic participation. Support a process to reriew 
and enhance the protection of indigenous rights in OAS member states and to develop promptly 
an e~ective. United ~ati~ns decl~ation on indi.gen~us r.i~~ts. . ' j.1 

ReVIew nationallegIslatlOn affectmg people WIth dIsabIlItIes, as well as benefits and servIces for 
them, and make any changes needed to facilitate the enjoyment by these individuals of the Isame . 
rights and freedoms as other members of society. 

Undertake all measures necessary to guarantee the rights ofchildren, and, where they have not 
already done so, 'give serious consideration to ratifying the United Nations Convention oil the 

, Rights of the ChiJd . 

. Guarantee the protection of the human rights of all migrant workers and their families. ; I 

Take the necessary steps to remedy inhumane conditions in prisons and to minimize the number 
of pretrial detainees. " ' '" : I' 
Review training curricula for law enforcement agents to ensure that they adequately cover proper 
treatment of suspects and detainees as well as relations with the communitY. " , '1,1 

Exchange expe~iences on protection of human rights at the national level and, where possible, 

cooperate in the development of law enforcement and security force training or other progdulls 


, to reduce the potential for human rig~ts violations. . '. : I 


Call on the OAS and the Inter-Amenc~ Development Bank (IDB) to establIsh or to reInforce 
programs, as appropriate, to support national projects for the promotion and observance 6f 
human rights in the Western Hemisphere. ' , , , : ' 
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,Furthe(strengthen the, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American 

Court of Human Rights. , ; 


3. Invigorating Society/Community Participation 

Go Back to Contents 
; 

A strong and diverse civil society, organized in various ways and sectors, including indiViduals, 
the private sector, labor, political parties, academics, and other non-governmental actors!aAd " 
organizations, gives depth and durability to democracy. Similarly, a vigorous democracy I 

requires broad particip~ltion in public issues. Such activities should be carried out with co~plete 
transparency and accountability, and to this end a proper legal and regulatory, framework sp.ould 
be established to include. the possibility ofobtaining technical and financia~, support, including 
from private sources. .~.' 

Governments will: 
. . 

Review the regulatory framework for non-governmental actors with a view to facilitating their 
operations and promot~~g their ability to receive funds. This review will emphasi~ .the I. 
management and oversIght of resources as well as transparency and the accountabIlity to socIety 
of said actors. '. l I 

Take steps to improve the participation in social activities and initiatives of groups tradi~ionally 
marginalized, including women, youth, indigenouspeople and the extremely poor. , " I 

Exchange progress reports on activities iRthe civil society area at the 1996 Summit Conference 
on Sustainable Development in Bo~ivia. , ' . : I 

Consider the development by the IDB of a new Civil Society Program to encourage responsible 
and accountable philanlhropy and civicengagemerit in public policy issues.· ' ! ' 

" I 
I 

...., .....,~ .. ,~.~". ,,,_,,, ~~w~'__ , __,_,,_... ~ ~ _ ""n"~.~'~'" 
, , 

4. Promoting Cultural Values 

Go Back to Contj~hts 
L' 

Cultural development is a fundamental and integral component of development in the Americas 
and has an inherent capability to enrich our societies and to generate greater understanding; 
among our countries. : , ! ' 

In order to promote cultural values, governme~ts will: ...., I 

Encourage more dynamic relations among public and private institutions and organization~, 
including universities, rnuseums, and c~nters of art and literature, as well as among indiv;idual ' 
cultural actors. Such exchanges emphasize our cultural diversity, recognize the value of but local 
cultures and contribute to imprOV~ng hemisp~eric understanding., . . '. I 

Request that the OAS and IDB remforce theIr plans and programs to faCilitate these cultural ' 
exchanges and the flow of cultural and historical information within and among our nati(:m~. , 

5. Combating Corruption 

40f22 12/13/20002:56 PM 
, ' , 

I 

http:www.summlt-amencas.org


Summit of1:he Americas Plan of Action wysiwyg:IIS/http://www.summit-~Jicas.orgimiamiPlan.h;m 

Ge Back te Cent(~ 
, 

The preblem .ofcerruptien is new an issue .of serieus interest net .only in this Hemisphere, but in 
all regiens .of the werld. Cerruptien in beth the public and private secters weakens demecr~cy 
and undermines the legitimacy .of gevernments and institutiens. The medernizatien .of tile ~tate, 
including deregulatien, privatizatien and the simplificatien .of gevernTJlent procedures, red~ces 
the eppertunities fer cerruptien. All aspects .of public administratien in a demecracy must be 
transparent and .open t.o public scrutiny.' I 

Gevernments will: 

Premete .open discussion .of the mest significant problems facing gevernment and develop, 
prierities fer referms needed te make gevernment eperatiens transparent and acceuntab~e. 

Ensure pre per .oversight .of gevernment functiens by strengthening internal mechanisms, 

including investigative: andenfercement capacity with respect te acts .of cerruptien, and· 

facilitating public access te infermatien necessary fer meaningful .outside review. ' 


Establish cenflict .of interest standards fer public empleyees and effective measures against illicit 
enrichment, including stiff penalties fer these whe utilize their public pesitien te benefit private 
interests. . : I 
Call en the gevernments .of the werld te adept and enferce measures against bribery in all . 

financial .or cemmercial transactiens with the Hemisphere; teward this end, invite the OAiS te 

establish liaisenwith the OECD Werking Group en Bribery in Internatienal Business ; 

Transactiens. 
 '" 

Develep mechanisms .of coeperatien in the judicial and banking areas te make pessible rapid and 
effective respense in the internatienal investigatien .of cerruptien cases. . ; I 
Give prierity te strengthening gevernment regulatiens and procurement, tax cellectien, tbe . 
administratien .ofjustice and the electeral and legislative precesses, utilizing the suppert bf the 
IDB and ether interna.tienal financial institutiens where apprepriate. : I . 

. Develep within the OAS, with due regard te applicable treaties' and natienallegislatien, a 

hemispheric appreach te acts .of cerruptien in beth. the public and private secters that weuld 

include extraditien arid presecutien .of individuals se charged, threugh negetiatien efa: n~w 

hemispheric agreement .or new arrangements within existing framewerks fer internatien~l 

ceeperatien. . 


6. Cembating the Problem .of Illegal Drugs and Related Cri~es 

Ge Back te Contents 

The preblemsef illegal drug and related criminal activities pese grave threats te the societies, 
free market ecenemies, and demecratic institutiens .of the Hemisphere. Drug use imposes 
enerm.ous secial cests; drug meney and incemeare net drains en ecen.omic gr.owth; andldrug 
l.ords and criminal organizati.ons endanger the security .of .our peeple thr.ough cerruption, 
intimidatien, and violence. While drug trafficking centinues t.o be a significant s.ource .of illegal 
funds, the meney laundering industry increasingly deals with the preceeds .of all typeS qf 
criminal activity. An integrated and balanced approach that includes respect fer nati.onal 
s.overeignty is essential te cenfrent all aspects . .of these preblems. F.or these reasens, albfead 
ce.ordinated hemispheric strategy te reduce drug use and productien, including new enf.orcement 
meth.ods that can disrupt drug trafficking and m.oney laundering netwerks and presec~te these 
engaged in such activities, is required. In this centext, gevernments nete the werk .of the 1992 
San Ant.onie Summit, end.orse the effcrts .of the Inter-American Cemmissien .on Dru& Abuse 
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Control, and agree to work together to formulate a counter-narcotics strategy for the 21 st 

Century. . . '. i 


Governments will: 

Ratify the 1988 United Nations Convention Against the Illicit Traffic of Narcotics and 
Psychotropic Substanc~:s and make it a criminal offense to launder the proceeds of all serious 
crimes. .'. , '.' : I ' 

Enact legislation to permit the freezing and forfeiture of the proceeds of money launderi~g and 
consider the sharing' of forfeited assets amoI}g governments. . I J. 

As agreed by ministers and representatives of Caribbean and Latin American governmeI).ts in the 
Kingston Declaration, November 5-6, 1992, implement the recommendations of the Caribbean 
Financial Action Task Force on Money Laundering and work to adopt the Model Reguhitibns of 
the Inter-American Commission on Drug Abuse Control (CICAD). ,~.. ! 

I 

Encourage financial institutions to report large and suspicious transactions to appropriate 
authorities and develop effective procedures that wouldallow the collection ofrelevant , 
information from financial institutions. . , . I 

Work individually and collectively to identify the regionts narcotics trafficking and money! 
laundering networks, prosecute their leaders, and seize assets derived from these crimimll 
activities. . , 

Adopt programs to prevent and reduce the demand for and the consumption of illicit drugs. 
. . , I 

Adopt effective and environmentally-sound national strategies to prevent or reduce subs~antially 
the cultivation and processing of crops used for the illegal drug trade, paying particular attbntion 
to national and international support for development programs that create viable economic 
alte~atives to drug production.. . I I 

Pay particular attention to' the control of precursor chemicals and support comprehensive drug 
interdiction strategies. ,,', ", I . 

Strengthen efforts to c(jntrol firearms, ammunition, and explosives to avoid their diversion to 

drug traffickers and criminal organizations. " 


Hold a working-level conference, to be followed by a ministerial conference, to study and agree 
on a coordinated hemi~;pheric response, including consideration ofan inter-American i 
convention, to combat money laundering. 'I 

Convene a hemispheri(;-wide conference of donors, including multilateral development panks 
and UN agencies, to seek resources for alternative development programs aimed at curbjng the 
production, tr,afficking, and use of illicit drugs, and the rehabilitation of addicts. . I I 

Support the discussion the OAS has initiated with the European Union on measures to c'ontrol 
precursor chemicals. 

Support the convening ofa global counter-narcotics conference. 

7. Eliminating the Threat of National and International Terrorism 

Go Back to Contents 

National and international terrorism constitute a systematic and deliberate violation of the rights 
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of individuals and an assault on democracy itself. ReCent attacks that some ofo~ counJ.1 have . 
suffered have demonstrated the serious threat that terrorism posesto 'security in the Ametidas.· 
Actions by governments to combat and elimimlte this threat are essential elements in ;·1" . 
guaranteeing law and order and maintaining confidence in government, both nationally an<;l 
internationally. Within this context, those who sponsor terrorist acts or assist in their plahning or' 
execution through the abuse of diplomatic privileges and immunities or other means will ble held 
responsible by the international community. :,' 

Governments will: 

Promote bilateral and subregional agreements with the aim of prosecuting terrorists and! 

penalizing terrorist activities within the context of the protection of human rights and!: 

fundamental freedoms.' 


;1 

Convene a special conference of the OAS on the prevention of terrorism. 


I 

. Reaffirm the importance of the extradition treaties ratified by the states of the Hemisphere, and 

note that these treaties will be strictly complied with as an expression of the political will 6f 

governments, in accordance with international law and domestic legislation. " 


8. Building Mutual Confidence­

I Go Back to Contents 

The expansion and consolidation of democracy in the Americas provide ane/opportunity to build 
upon the peaceful traditions and the cooperative relationships that have prevailed among the 
countries of the Westt:rn Hemisphere. Our aim is to strengthen the mutual confidence that 
contributes to the economic and social integration ofour peoples. " 

Governments will: 

Support actions to em~ourage a regional dialogue to promote the strengthening of mutti'al 
confidence, preparing the way for a regional conference on confidence.,.building . 
1995, which Chile has offered to host. 

II. PROMOTING PROSPERITY THROUGH ECONOMIC INTEGRA TION AND 
TRADE I; 

Go Back to Contents 
I 
I 
'l 

d 
I 

; 

9. Free Trade in the Americas 1· 

Go Back to Contents ­

I 

III 

I) While pursuin. g economie integration and free trade in the Hemjsphere, we reinforc.,e lOur 
strong commitment to multilateral rules and disciplines. We endorse full and rapid; 
implementation of the Uruguay Round, active multilateral negotiations in the World Trade 
Organization, bilateral and subregional trade agreements, and other trade arrangemeI,lts ithat are 
consistent with the provisions of the GATT/WTO and that do not raise barriers to ot~e1 nations. 

2) Extraordinary achievements have been made by countries of the Hemisphere in tr~de 
liberalization and subregional integration. Freetrade and increased economic integra~idn are key 

d 
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factors for sustainable d.evelopment. This will be furthered as we strive to make our trade 
liberalization and environmental policies mutually supportive, taking into accoun~ efforts 
undertaken by the GATT/WTO and other international organizations. As economic integration 
in the Hemisphere proceeds, we will further secure the observance ahd promotion of:work~r 
rights, as defined by appropriate international conventions. We will avoid disguised restric1t.ions 
on trade, in accordance with the GATT/WTO and other international obligations. ;' 

'. . 	 . 'J 

3) We will strive to maximize market openness through high levels of discipline as we build 
upon existin~ agreements in .the H~misphere. We also w,ill strive for ba~anced ~d:~ I 
comprehenSive agreements, mcludmg among others: tariffs and non-tarlffbarners affectmg trade 
irigoods and services; agriculture; subsidies; investment; intellectual property rights; :. I 
government procurement; technical barriers to trade; safeguards; rules oforigin; antidu.rpping 
and countervailing duties; sanitary and phytosanitary standards and procedures; disput~ 
resolution; and competition policy".' 

" 

4) We recognize that decisions on trade agreements remain a sovereign riglit of each nation; In 
addition, recognizing the importance of effective enforcement of international commitmerhs, 
each nation will take the necessary action, in accordance with its own legislation and procbdures, 
to implement the agreements in the areas covered by this Plan of Action. :' I 
5) As we work to achieve the "Free Trade Area of the Americas," opportunities such a~technical 
assistance will be provided to facilitate the integration of the smaller economies and increhse 
their level of development. ! 

Immediat~ Action Agtmda 
'il 


. .' , 


We direct our ministers responsible for trade to take the following co~crete initial steps:to 
achieve the "Free Trade Area of the Americas." . 	 . " ./ 

6) With the objective of ensuring full and complete discussion among the 'parties to the :various 
trade agreements in the Hemisphere, we direct that meetings be held under existing trade land 
investment fora. Members of these fora will determine areas of commonality and divergepce in 
the particular agreements under review and should consider the means of improving disciplines 
among them and bringing them together. We further direct that members of these fora in(orm 
ministers of the status of their discussions and make'recommendations for achieving tne "Free 
Trade Area ofthe Americas." I 

7) Transparency in, and a clear understanding of, the subregional and bilateral;agreem~n~s 
achieved to date among the nations in the Hemisphere are critical for advancing trade and 
investment integration in the Americas. We will direct the OAS Special Committee oli Ttade, 
with t~e ~upport oft~e ~DB, ECLAC, ~d.other speci~ized re~ional and subr~gion~l !I I 
organIzations, to assist m the systematizatIon of data m the regIOn and to contmue ItS work on 
studying economic integration arrangements in the Hemisphere, including brief comp~ative 
descriptions of the obligations in each of the Hemisphere's existing trade agreements. :N~ will 
further direct the Special Committee on Trade to prepare a report of its work by June 11995 for 

the mee~ing ofmi~s~ers.. . . 	 ,:: I . 
8) We dIrect our mInIsters responsible for trade to: (a) reVl~W the progress of work undertaken m 
the fora noted in paragraphs 6 and 7; (b) provide guidance with respect to further wor~; tmd (c) 
consider areas for immediate attention--such as customs facilitation and product testing and 

. certification with a view to mutual recognition agreements--that could be taken up in th~ 

appropriate fora. . . . . . ;: I 


I· 
9) Therefore, today we launch the "Free Trade Area of the Americas" by initiating the:following 
process. We will direct the OAS to assist the host country in arranging the ministerialimbetings. 

. 	 January 1995 Initiation of work programs and establishment of schedules in th~: flra 

in paragraph 6 and in the Special Committee on Trade. 


:! 
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June 1995 Meeting of Ministers responsible for trade. I: 

-- preliminary report on status of work in the for.a de~cribed in 
paragraph 6. 

-- preliminary Special Committee on Trade report. '. 

-- areas for immediate consideration. 

March 1996 Meeting of Ministers responsible for trade. 

-- final report to minist~rs by the Special Committee on Trade. '" 
" 

-- final reports to ministers from the fora described in paragraph 6. 

'I-- timetable for further work. 

.'
,;. 10. Capital Markets Development and Liberalization 

Go Back to Contents 

The availability of capital at competitive rates is essential to finance privat~ sector invesiment--a: 
vital ingredient in economic development. Developing, liberalizing and integrating finandal 
markets domestically and internationally, increasing transpru:ency, and establishing sound,1 
comparable supervision and. regulation of banking and securities markets will help to reduce the 

•cost of capital by enhancing investor and depositor confidence. ., 
I 

Governments will: 

Form a Committee on Hemispheric Financial Issues to examine steps to promote the 'i, 
liberalization of capital movements and the progressive integration of capital markets, induding, 
if deemed appropriate, the negotiation of common guidelines on capital movements that; ~ould 
provide for their progre~ssive liberalization. 

Prepare, in cooperation with the Inter-American Development Bank, a comprehensive l~st of 
national capital regulations in order to promote transparency and support the discussions in the 
Committee on Hemispheric Financial Issues. . '. .; I 
Support the cooperativ1e endeavors of the AssoCiation of Latin American and Caribbean Bank 
Supervisors and the Council of Securities Regulators of the Americas to provide sound: I 

·~mpervision and regulation that support the development and progressive integration of rikets. 

· The Committee on Hemispheric Financial Issues should also review problems of debt in the 

Hemisphere, taking aceount of ongoiflg work and drawing, as appropriate, qn a broad r~nge of 

expertIse. . 

! 
i. 


il 

11. Hemispheric Infrastructure 

Go Back to Conl~ 
" '" 

Development in this Hemisphere depends on urgent infrastructure measures, including the 
priority allocation of financial resources, in accordance with national legislation and wit~ the 
participation of both the public arid private sectors. Strengthening the. flow of private prpdttctive 
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.ca~ital to economically andenvironmental I y sound projects has become increasingly viiL 

countries throughout th(~ Hemisphere as the growth of official sources of capital has faile~ to 

keep pace with the area's needs. " 


Governments will: 
I. 

Charge multilateral dev1elopment banks to work with governments and, as appropriate, pd~ate 
concerns, to develop m(~chanisms to deal with lending and investment issues.' ,I; 

. . , . 

Draw on other regional and sub-regional experiences within the Hemisphere to support ' 
infrastructure development. ": 

Governments that so wish will develop suitable mechanisms, including m~itRateral and:bilateral 
commitments on regulatory and legal rules and practices, to encourage private investment, both 
domestic and foreign, in national and trans boundary infrastructure projects. ' I 

12. Energy Cooperation " 

" 

Go Back to Contents 

The nations of the Hemisphere have begun a new era ofeconomic growth. Thjs new era IS based 
on greater economic cooperation, freer trade, and open markets. Sustainable economic . 
development requires hemispheric cooperation in the field ofenergy. 

Governments will: 

Convene a follow-up h(:mispheric officials' meeting in the first semester of 1995 to enco'urflge 
cooperation to study ways to develop the energy industry within the Hemisphere, consistent with 
the least cost national energy strategies and the activities described in the "Partnership for . 
Sustainable Energy use" in the following areas: 

'I 

Consideration of ways to use the energy sector to promote sustainable economic growtli~! 

Cooperation to study ways to optimize and facilitate the financing mechanfsms10f inter:n,ational 
financial,institutions to support the development of projects in the energy sector, especially 
including those pertaining to the enhancement of efficiency in the use of energy and t~ I, 

non-conventional renewable energy.. ' : 

Cooperation to promott! capital investment and to foster the use of innovative· financial .1 

mechanisms to increase: investment in the energy sector and the enhancement of efficie~cy in the 
use of energy and non-conventional renewable energy, in·accordance with each country's. 
legislation and developmental ileed~.· . I; 

Promotion of the use of efficient and non-polluting energy technologies, 'both conventional and 
renewable, leading to a higher degree of knowledge and technical expertise in this area.': 

Consideration of the enhancement of ongoIng efforts to establish electric and other 'energy 

facilities in accordance with domestic regulatory frameworks and, where appropriate, under 

sub-regional agreements. 


13. Telecommunications and Information Infrastructure 

Go Back to Contents 
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A country's informatioll infrastructure--telecommunications, information technology, ana 
broadcasting--is an essential component ofpolitical, economic, social and cultural development. 

. The information infrastructure development needs in the Americas are immense. The"!' I 
governments of the Americas intend to meet these needs by engaging in multiple actions', where 
consistent with their re~;pective governing laws, such as: encouraging private sector inve,sttlnent 
to increase participation in the telecommunications and information infrastiucture sectors; I ' 
promoting competition;, implementing flexible regulatory regimes; stimulating diversity:of, . 
content, including cultural and linguistic diversity; providing access to information netwprks for 
service and information providers; and'ensuring universal service, so that the benefits ofifHe 
information infrastructure will be available to all members ofour societies. ,,' 

Governments will: 
i' 

Engage in ongoing, discussions at the international level of the actions referred to above ':antl 
endeavor to take those 'actions in their own countries, taking account of domestic condit~brisand 
circumstances. . , ", .: .1 

Undertake efforts to make government information more publicly available via electron~j: means." 
" 

Review the availability and interoperability of connections to international networks that 
facilitate trade, improv{: education and improve access to health care. '! 

Encourage major universities, libraries, hospitals and governm~nt agencies to have acce'ss to 
these networks, building on the workbfthe OASHemisphere-Wide Inter-University Scieritific 
and Technological.InformationNetwork. .' . ' , ' " 1 

Via the OASlnter-Am{:rican Telecommunications Commission (CITEL), and in coordination 
with the sub-regional te:lecominunications organizations, develop and carry out a work program 
to' .'" .~. I ..', ,', j; 
Evaluate regulatory, tec:hnical and legal means to promote liberalization, common standards, 
interoperabilityof networks and compatible use of the radio spectrum. ' , 

Examine ways to promote greater consistency of the certification processes for 
telecommunications equipment among member countries. ' 

I., 

Develop regional guidelines for the provision of internatIonal value.,added network services. 

S~pport a meeting by 1996, coordinated' by eITEL, of senior telecommunications OffiCi.~lsl to 
conduct further discussionsofthe above actions. ',I! ' 

~ . !j 
I: 

., 
"14. Cooperation in Science and Technology I .II
I, 

!: 
': 

Go Back to Contents " 

" 

There is a need to re.,.assess the on-going interaction among the region's science and tecfuology 
(S&T) infrastructure and cooperative mechanisms; to provide impetus for improved coope~ation; 

, to reduce barriers to collaboration; to augment the demand for technology; and to dissemirtate 
information about technological opportunities using new advances in information technQlqgy; 
and generally to improve communications among the key S&Torganizations, researcher,S in the 
region, and growing tec:hriology-based small and medium-sized ente,rprises. i:, 

, , . '. 'i 

The commitment of the countries of the Americas to non-proliferation has gained new ,Ii ' 


momentum with the aceeptance of the international safeguard regime by some of our co~ntries. 

The outstanding progress achieved in this field is to be commended and should contribute to 

enhanced opportunities for cooperation in the area of advanced goods and technologies'iii 


':1 
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Governments will: 

.1 

'I 
, 


Convene a meeting of ministers responsible for science and technology in the Hemisphere within 
the next year to assess progress and to promote the Bolivar Programme and the OAS Common 
Market of Scientific and Technological Knowledge (MERCOCYT) program, to provide'tHe 
necessary support to improve scientific partnerships and technological ventures in the regibn, 
and to explore the possibility of establishing a council. on science and technology. ',: I 

Use existing multilateral mechanisms in the region to address a wide number of common S&T 
interests, including enhanced professional technical training, development and implementdtion 
of national policies and regional programs, dissemination and standardization of science.-atid 
technology (including metrology and other technical norms), environmental technology:: 
development, and more effective partnerships to promote learning and competitiveness. i, 

Stimulate greater S&T interaction in the Hemisphere and support efforts already undertaken in 
other fora, including th,~ Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research, and the ,;: ·1 
International Research Institute for Climate Prediction. Governments will serve to advance and 
communicate new initiatives such as the Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the 
Environment (GLOBE) program. . 

Confirm their interest in participating in new initiatives driven by a demand from private sector 
and non-government interests in technological opportunities. . . .L I . 

Confirm their national commitments to share S&T information with others in the Hemispliere, in 
accord with their respective laws, and to expand cooper~tion in scientific and environmenful 
research. . . 

15. Tourism 

Go Back to Contents. 

Tourism is important to our economies and valuable in promoting understanding among;tlie 
people of the Americas. . 

Governments will: 

Undertake initiatives to stimulate tourism in the Hemisphere. 

III. ERADICATING POVERTY AND DISCRIMINATION IN OUR HEMISPHERE ,: 
! 

Go Back to Cont~. 
• I: 

. Large segments of society in our Hemisphere, particularly women, minorities, the disableq., 
indigenous groups, refugees and displaced persons, have not been equipped to participate fully in 
economic life. Nearly one-half of the Hemisphere'~ population still lives in poverty. Expartded 
participation ofthe poor in the region's economies, access to productive resources, appr9pHate 
support for social safety nets and increased human capital investments are important : 1 

mechanisms to help eradicate poverty~ In pursuit of these objectives, we reaffirm our support for 
the strategies contained within the "Commitment on a Partnership for Development and'Struggle 
to Overcome Extreme Poverty" adopted by the OAS General Assembly.' . "~I I . . 

The World Summit for Social Development to be held in Copenhagen in March 1995, as "o/ell as 
the United Nations World Conference on Women in Beijing in September 1995, will pr0vide 
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unique opportunities to define strategies to promote social integration, productive empl0yment 
and the eradication of poverty. ' I 

16. Universal Access to Education 

Go Back to Contents 

Universal literacy and access to education at all levels, without distinction by race, national 
origin or gender, are an indispensable basis for sustainable social and cultural development, 
economic growth and democratic stability. 

Governments will: 

Guarantee universal access to quality primary education, working with public and private sectors 
and non-governmental actors, and with the support of multinational institutions. In partictilar, 
governments will seek to attain by the year 2010 a primary completion rate of 100 per cent and a 
secondary enrollment rate of at least 75 per cent, and to prepare programs to eradicate illithacy, 
prevent truancy and improve human resources training. ' . ' , '/ . 

Promote, with the support of international financial institutions and the private sector, wo~ker 

professional training' as well as adult education, incorporating efforts to make such education 

more relevant to the needs of.t~e market and ~mpIOyers. . . '. .' I 

Improve human resources trammg, and techmcal, professIOnal and teacher trammg, WhiCli are 

vital for the e~ancement ofquality and equity ofeducation within the Hemisphere. . . I 

Increase access to and strengthen the quality of higher education and promote cooperation 
among such institutions in producing the scientific and technological knowledge that is 
necessary for sustainable development. 

Support strategies to overcome nutritional deficiencies ofprimary school childreri in order to 

enhance their le~in~ ab~lity. . . '.. '.1 
Support decentralIzatIOn mcludmg assurance of adequate financmg and broad partlclpatIO,n by 
parents, educators; community leaders and government officials in education decision-making. 

Review existing regi~nal and hemispheric training'prognims and make them more res~onliveto 
current needs. 

Create a hemispheric partnership, working through existing organizations, to provide a 
consultative forum for governments, non-governmental actors, the business community, donors, 
and international orgailizations to reform educational policies and focus resources more 
efficiently. 

Urge the March 1995 World Summit f~r Social Development and the September 1995 Fourth' 
World Conference on Women to address the issue of universal access to education. 

17. Equitable Access to Basic tIealth Services 

Go Back to Contents 

Despite impressive gains in the Hemisphere, limitations on health 'services access and quality 
have resulted in persistently high child and maternal mortality, particularly among the rotal poor 
and indigenous groups. 
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Governments will: 

Endorse the maternal and child health objectives of the 1990 World Summit for Children, the 
1994 Narioo Accord and the 1994 International Conference on Population and Developm~nt, 
and reaffirm their commitment to reduce child mortality by one-third and maternal mortality by 
one-half from 1990 levels by the year 2000. , ' ;', I 
Endorse a basic package of clinical, preventive and public health services consistent with WIorld 
Health Organization, Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and World Bank 
recommendations and with the Program of Action agreed to at the 1994 International Conference 
on Population and Development. The package will address child, maternal and reproducti~e 
health interventions, including prenatal, delivery and postnatal care, family planning infortnation 
and services, and HIV IAIDS pr~vention, as well as immunizations and programs combatitttg the 
other major caUses of infant mortality. The plans and programs will be developed accordirtg to a 
mechanism to be decided upon by each country. , , " ' I 
Develop or update country action plans or programs for reforms to achieve child, maternal and 
reproductive health gOills and ensure universal, non-discriminatory access to basic service~, 
including health education and preventive health care programs. The plans and programs ~ill be 
developed according to a mechanism to be decided upon by each country. Reforms would 
encompass essential community-based services for the poor, the disabled, and indigenous I 
groups; stronger public: health infrastructure; alternative means of financing, managing ana 
providing services; qU~llity assurance; and greater use of non-governmental actors and 
organizations. 

Strengthen the existing Inter-American Network on Health Economics and Financing, which 
serves as an internatiol1al forum for sharing technical expertise, information and experiende, to 
focus on health reform efforts. The network gathers government officials, r,epresentatives bf the 
private sector, non-governmental institutions and actors, donors and scholars for policy 

, discussions, analysis, training and other activities to advance reform; strengthens national 

capabilities in this critical area; and fosters Hemisphere-wide cooperation. ' 


Convene a special meeting of hemispheric governments with interested donors and international 
technical agencies to be hosted by th~ IDB,the World Bank and ~AHO t? e~tablish the. I j 

framework for health teform mechanIsms, to define P AHO's role In momtonng the regIOnal 

implementation of country plans and programs, and to plan strengthening, of the network, 

including the cosponsors' contributions to it. ' 


Take the opportUnity of the annual PAHO Directing Council Meeting of Western Hemisp,here 
Ministers of Health; with participation of the IDB and donors, to develop a program to co1mbat 
endemic and communicable diseases as well as a program to prevent the spread of HIVIA'IDS, 
and to identify sources of funding. " ' I 
Urge the March 1995 World Summit for Social Development and the September 1995 Fourth 
World Conference on Women to address the issue ofaccess to health services. 

18. Strengthening the Role of Women in Society 

Go Back to Contents 

The strengthening of1he role of women in society is of fundamental importance not only for 
their own complete fulfillment within a framework of equality and fairness, but to achieve true ' 
sustainable development. It is essential to strengthen policies and programs that improve land 
broaden the participation of women in all spheres of political, social, and economic life and that 
improve their access to the basic resources needed for the full exercise of their fundamental 
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rights. Attending to the needs ofwomen means, to a great extent, contributing to the reduJion of 
poverty and social inequalities. 

Governments will: 

Recognize and give fun respect for all rights of women as an essential condition for their 
development as individuals and for the creation of a more just; united and peaceful society. For 
that purpose, policies to ensure that women enjoy full legal and civil rights protection will 'be 
promoted. 

Include a gender focus in development planning and cooperation projects and promote the . 

fulfillment ofwomen's potential, enhancing their productivity through education, training, 
skill 
development and empl()yment. 

Promote the participation of women in the decision-making process in all spheres of political, 
social and economic liDe; 

Undertake appropriate measures to address and reduce violence against women. 

Adopt appropriate measures to improve women's ability toeam income beyond traditional 

occupations, achieve economic self-reliance, and ensure women's equal access to the labor 

market at all employment levels, the social security systems, the credit system, and the 

acquisition of goods and land. ' 


. " , . 
Cooperate fully with th,e recently-appointed Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women, its 
Causes and co~sequenees, of the United Nations commis;sion on ~~an Rights. I 

Support and actively work to secure the success of the Umted NatlOns .World Conference on 
Women that will take ~lace in.Beij~ng in sePte,~~er 199~. . ' '. I. 

Encourage,as appropnate, ratlficatIon and comphance wIth the InternatlOnal ConventIon on the . 
. Elimination of all Forms ofDiscrimination Against Women and the Inter-American Convdntion· 
.on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication ofViolence Against Women. . 

Further strengthen the Inter-American Commission on Women. 

Call upon regional and international financial and technical organiz,ations to intensifY their 

programs in favor of WHmen. Encourage the adoption ,of follow-up procedures on the national 

and international measures included in this Plan of Action. ' , 


19. Encouraging·Microenterprises and Small Businesses 

, Go Back to Conttmts 

Microenterprises and small businesses account for a large percentage of the employment of the 
poor, particularly women, and contribute a considerable percentage of the gross domestic I 
product of our countri~s: Strengthened support for microenterprises and small businesses is a key 
component of sustainable and equitable development. 

Governments will: 

Further pursue or initiate programs of deregulation and administrative simplification. 

Increase efforts to enable enterprises to obtain information on appropriate technologies 

(especially those that ar,e enviro:tunentally sound), markets, processes, raw materials and 

management systems that will permit them to be more competitive in the global economy. 
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Develop programs'offinancial deregulation to reduce costs in credit transactions and strengthen 
the institutional capacity ofthe financial sector servicing microenterprises and small busin:esses, 
and encourage the active participation by multilateral and bilateral agencies,:development banks, .' 
commercial banks and other intermediary credit organizations~ consistent with strict perfotroance 

sstandarthds. th' ,. d h . 1 . '. d c: 'I' '..1 d 
treng en e mstltutIOns an programs t at supp y servIces an laCl ltate access to trammg an 

technical assistance to make possible this sector's participation in the global economy throhgh 
export of its products and services. '. 

Encourage cooperation among businesses in this sector to enable them to benefit from the 
advantages of economies of scale without losing their distinctive charaGteristics. 

Promote the strengthening of relations among the public; private and mixed (Public/privaty) 

institutions that support the microenterprise and small business sector through programs of 

information, training, technical assistance, financing and association-building, enabling this 

sector to thrive over the long term. . . '. I. . 

Recommend to the multilateral development organizations, especially the World Bank and the 
IDB, the establishment or fortification of funds and other mechanisms to support· 
rnicroenterprises and sInall busine~ses. 

20. White Helmets--Emergency and Development Corps 

Go Back to Contents 

The "White Helmets Initiative" is based on the conviction that a concerted international effort of 
developing and developed countries can facilitate the eradication of poverty and strengthert the 
humanitarian rapid response capability of the international community to emergency 
humanitarian, social and developmental needs. 

The countries of the Americas could pioneer this initiative through the creation of national corps 
of volunteers that could respond to calls from other countries in the region. These national corps 
could eventually be put at the disposal of the United Nations. 

'. Governments will on a voluntary basis: 

Establish, organize and finance a corps of volunteers to work at the national level and, at t~e 
same time, be at the disposal ofother countries of the Hemisphere and, eventually, the United 
Nations system, on a stand-by basis, for prevention, relief, rehabilitation, technical, social ~nd 
development cooperation, with the aim to reduce the effects of natural disasters, social and 
developmental needs and emergencies. 

Through the creation of a national corps of volunteers, be responsible for the following: 

Selection and training of its national volunteer corps; 

Financing of its national corps of volunteers, encoUraging the involvement of the private sector; 

Preparedness to send specialized volunteers, on short notice and at the request of the UnitJd . 
Nations, to cope with situations generated by or to prevent the effects of natural disasters find . . 

. humanitarian emerge·ncies. ..'.' 1 

Contribute to the formation of this corps and invite private enterprises, fotindations.and regional 
financial institutions to do so, 
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. Contribute to the development ofan international roster of volunteers to be maintained in a 
master plan in the Unitl~d Nations to be drawn upon to complement the act,ivities of existirtg UN 
mechanisms. The IDB, OAS, and PAHO should be invited to participate and assist in dev~loping 
this coips. 

IV. GUARANTEEING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND CONSERVING OUR 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 


Go Back to Cont;;mts 

21. Partnership for Sustainable Energy Use 

Go Back to Contents 

Consistent with Agenda 21 and the Framework Convention on Climate Change, sustainable 
energy development and use promote economic development and address environmental , 
concerns. Governments and the private sector should promote increased access to reliable, clean, 
and least cost energy services through activities and projects that meet economic, social, and 
environmental requirements within the context ofnational sustainable development goals lind 
national legal frameworks. 

Governments will: 

Pursue, in accordance with national legislation, least cost national energy strategies that consider 
all options, including energy efficiency, non::'conventional renewable energy (Le., solar, wihd, 
geothermal, small hydro, and biomass), and conventional energy resources. 

Emphasize market-oriented pricing, which discourages wasteful energy use. 

Identify for priority financing and development at least one economically viable project in each 
of the following areas: non-conventional renewable energy, energy efficiencyrand clean 
conventional energy. 

Promote, in cooperation with the private sector and rural and isolated communities, rural 
electrification programs: which take into account where appropriate the utilization of renewable 

. energy sources, in accordance with the domestic regulatory framework.· . ,­

Seek to ratify and begin implementation of the provisions of the Framework Cpnvention on 
Climate Change which ,entered into force on March 21, 1994. .. I . 

Encourage the World Bank and IDB to increase promptly and substantially, as aportion o~ . 
energy lending, financing of projects in energy efficiency and renewable energy and financing to 
improve the environmental sustainability ofconventional energy sources, in accordance wi~th . 
economicrationality... .... I 

CalIon the multilateral financial institutions and other public and private financial institutions to 
financ~ regional and national programs in support of this action plan, such as training and 
exchange programs as well as technology cooperation, in accordance with the needs and 
conditions of receiving countries. .. . 

Assist with coordination and technical cooperation between countries, using existing regional 

organizations, including project identification and implementation, training programs, and 

personnel and information exchanges to increase capacity. 
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Promot.e t~e identification and implementation of private sector projects th~t"reduce greenhouse 
gas emISSIOns. 

Convene a Sustainable Energy Symposium in the first half of 1995 to discuss follow-up 

activities relative to this initiative. In the spirit ofcooperation countries will share their 

experiences and discuss progress on implementing this action plan. 


22. ,Partnership for Biodiversity 

Go Back to Contents 

Our Hemisphere contains over half the world's biodiversity. To sustain the Hemisphere's spcial 
. and economic developtaent, w.e must intensify efforts to understand, assess, and sustainably use 
this living resource base. We must act now to increase the technical and management capacity 
and public awareness of national and international efforts in this area. Agenda 21, the Con~ention 
on Biological Diversity, and other related international instruments recognize these needs and 
call for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity resources. 

Governments will: 

Seek to ensure that strategies for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity are 

integrated into relevant economic development activities including forestry, agriculture, and 

coastal zone management, taking into account the social dimension and impact of these 

activities. 


Develop and implement the policies, techniques, and programs to assess, conserve, and 
sustainably use terrestrial, marine, and coastal biodiversity resources. 

Seek to ratify the Convention on Biological Diversity and pursue opportunities for collabotation 
under it, and, as appropriate, other international and regional environmental instruments. 

Support democratic governmental mechanisms to engage'public participation, particuhirly 
including members of indigenous communities and other affected.groups, in.the development of 
policy involving conservation and sustainable use of natural environments. The forms oftHis . 
participation should be defined by each individual country. 

Develop national plans and programs to establish and strengthen the management of parks and 
reserves, seeking links to economic, social, and ecological benefits for local people. I 

Build capacity for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, through programs on 
management of parks alld protected areas, forests and wetlands management, the Small Islands 
Developing States Acti(m Plan, the Coral Reef Initiative, CITES support projects, and the 
Caribbean Regional Marine Pollution Action Plan, among others. 

\. 

Launch a "Decade of Discovery" to promote hemispheric technical and scientific cooperation 
and to facilitate the exchange of information relevant to the conservation and sustainable u~e of 
biological diversity. . . . . . I' 

. Increase support of training and education initiatives addressing sustainable use of biodiveFsity 
. resources and foster activities by universities, non-governmental actors and organizations ah.d the 

private sector to assist in the training of managers and to empower local communities. I 

Call on multilateral finanCial institutions, including the IDB and the Global Environment 

Facility, to support eligible regional and national projects. 
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, , 

, I" 
D' . I ' 'f ' I d . . I ...' d 'b d bISCUSS progress on Imp ementatlOn 0 natlona an mternatlOna actIvItIes escn e a 0'le at 
the 1996 Summit Conference on Sustainable Development in Bolivia, and at subsequent annual 
sustainable developmellt ministerials. ' 

23. Partnership for Pollution Prevention 

Go Back to ContentS 

As recognized in Agenda 21, sound environmental management is an esseqtial element of 
sustainable development. Cooperative efforts are needed to develop or improve;:,in accordance 
with national legislation' and relevant international instrunlents: (1) frameworks for envirortment 
protection; and (2) mechanisms for implementing and enforcing environmental regulation~. To 
achieve this goal, a new partnership will promote cooperative activities for developing I 
environmental policies,' laws, and institutions; increasing technical capacity; promoting public 
awareness and public participation; continuing to pursue technological, financial and othe~ forms 
of cooperation; and facilitating information exchange, including on environmentally sound 
technologies. The activities of the partnership will build on and advance the implementatidn of 
international agreements and principles including those agreed to at the 1992 United Natidns 
Conference on Environment and Development and the 1994 Global Conference on the I 
Sustainable Developme:nt of Small Island Developing States, in areas identified as priorities by 
countries of the HemisIlhere. 

Governments will: 

Strengthen and build technical and institutional capacity to address environmental priorities such 
as pesticides, lead contamination, pollution prevention, risk reduction, waste and sanitatiori 
issues, improved water and air quality, access to safe drinking water, urban environmental 
problems,and to promote public participation and awareness. ' 

, Develop and implement national action plans to phase out lead in gasoline. 

Strengthen national environmental protection frameworks and mechanismsc:.fodmplementation, 
and enforcement, and include sustainability criteria and objectives in national:>arrd"0ther:y ',' 

development strategies. ' 

Undertake national consultations to identify priorities for possible international collaboration, 

Support democratic governmental mechanis~s to engage public participatipn, particularly ~om 
,memb~rs of indig~nous and ~ther affected communities,. in the considerll;tion ofpolicies ,I 
regarding the envlfonm;~ntalimpact of development projects and the deSIgn and enforcement of 
environmental laws. , I ' 
Convene a meeting of technical experts, designated by each interested country, to develop a 
framework for cooperative partnership, building on existing institutions and networks to id;entify 
priority projects. These projects will initially focus on (1) the health and environmental prdblems 
associated with the misuse of pesticides, and (2) the impacts of lead contamination from g~soline 
and other sources. Subsequent aCtivities could address waste, air, water quality, marine pollutiot;l 

'from ships and other sources, and problems associated with urbanization. 

Promote the participation of organizations, such as the IDB, MIF, the World Bank,PAHO, the 
OAS, and non-governmental actors and organizations, as appropriate, to finance, develop and 
implement priority proj.~cts. ' ' i 

Develop environmental policies and laws with the goal ofensuring that economIc integratitn of 
the region occurs in an environmentally sustainable manner. 'r 
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Establish mechanisms for cooperation among government agencies, including in the legal and 

enforcement areas, to facilitate environmental· information exchange, technology cooperation' 

and capacity-building. ' 


Develop compatible environmental laws and regulations, at high levels of environmental 
protection, and promotl;! the implementation of international environmental agreements. . 

Discuss progress on implementation of international and national activities described ab0"le at 

the 1996 Summit Conference on Sustainable Development in Bolivia and at subsequent annual 

sustainable developmeilt ministerials. 


Appendix 

Go Back to Contents 

The primary responsibility for implementing this Plan of Action falls to governments, 
individually and collectively, with participation of all elements of our civil societies. 

Existing organizations Or institutions are called upon to implement the package of initiatives that 
has emerged from this Summit of the Americas. In many instances we have proposed that I, 
specific issues be examined by meetings of ministers, senior officials or experts. We are also 
proposing that some of these initiatives be carried out in partnerships between the public abd 
private sector. Wanting to benefit from existing hemispheric mechanisms, and considering Ithe 
various proposals included in this Plan of Action, we offer the following recommendation~, 
which shall not impede any government from approaching other institutions not cited herein, as 
appropriate. ' . ' .... I 
1. Principal Initiatives in Which International Organizations and Institutions Will Be Involved 

A) The OAS will have a paramount role in following up on the various decisions of this S!ummit 
meeting. Regarding the Plan of Action, the OAS has a particularly important supporting role in 
connection with the following: ' 

-Strengthening Democracy 

-Promoting and Protecting Human Rights 

· -Combating Corruption 


oEliminating the Threat ofNational and International Terrorism 


-Building Mutual Confidence 


-Free Trade in the Americas 


· -Telecommunications and Information Infrastructure 


The Action Plan also envisages roles for the OAS in the following areas: 


-Promoti~g Cultural Values 


· -Combating the Problem of Illegal Drugs and Related Crimes 


-Cooperation in Science and Technology 


-Strengthening the.Role ofWomen in Society 
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.•Partnership for Pollution Prevention 

B) We call on the Intt:r-American Development Bank to support the activities specified, in this' 
Plan of Action. The policies agreed in the recently completed augmentation of its cap~tal and 
replenishment of the Fund for Special Operations already move in the directions identified and 
should . receive special emphasis. The IDB has a particularly important role in connecti6n with 
the following: . 

-Universal Access to Education 

~EquitableAccess to Basic Health Services 

·Encouraging Microemerprises and Small Businesses 

·P'artnership for Sustainable Energy Use 

-Partnership for Biodiversity 

-Partnership for Pollution Prevention 

In addition, the Action Plan envisages roles for.the IDB and its affiliates in the following areas: 

!Promoting and Protecting Human Rights 

-Invigorating Society/Community Participation 

-Promoting Cultural Values 

-Combating Corruption 

-Combating the Problem of Illegal Drugs and Related Crimes 

-Free Trade in the Americas 

-Capital Markets Devel'opment and Liberalization 

-Hemispheric Infrastructure 

-Cooperation in Scienc(~ and Technology 

. -White Helmets--Emergency and Development Corps 

C) Other international ()rganizations, notably ECLAC 'and PAHO in the Hemisphere, as well.as 
the World Bank and all agencies of the UN system active in the Hemisphere, are called u~on to 

. assist in the implementation of the action items where appropriate, 

, II. High-Level Meetings 

The' following high level meetings and conferences are called for to carry out the mandates 
emanating from the Summit: '. . .1 

.Summit Conference on Sustainable Development (Bolivia, 1996) with follow-on Annual 
Ministerials . . '.' . . :. . . . . 

-Ministerial Conference on Combating Money Laundering (preceded by working level meeting) 

-Conference ofDonors.for Alternative Development Programs to Curb Narcotics TraffiCkilg 
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"Global Counter-Narcotics Conference 

-Special OAS Conference on Combating Terrorism 

-Regional Conference on Confidence-Building Measures (Chile, 1995) 

_-Meetings ofMinisters Responsible for Trade (June 1995, March 1996) 

-Meeting of Committee on Hemispheric Financiallssues 

-Hemispheric Meeting on Development of Energy Industries (first semester 1995) 

-Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Science and Technology (1995) 

-Meeting Between Governments and Donors/Technical Agencies to Establish Health -Reform 
.Mechanisms' . . ,-' 

-Sustainable Energy Symposium (first half of 1995) 

III, Initiatives in Which Public and Private Sector Partnerships Play an Important Role 

-Strengthening Democracy 

•Promoting and Protecting Human Rights 


-Invigorating Society/Community Participation 


-Prompting Cultural Values 


-Combating Corruption 


-Hemispheric Infrastrueture 


-Cooperation in Science and Technology 


·Universal Access to Educatiori 


·Equitable Accessto Basic Health Services 


•Encouraging Microenterprises and Small Businesses 

•White Helmets--Emergency and Development Corps 


·,Partnership for Sustainable Energy Use 


·Partnership for Biodivl!rsity 


-Partnership for Pollution Prevention' 
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Central America, let me say, es real mente un nuevo dia. (Applause.D 
I 

Less than a decade ago, much of the Americas was still dominated by 
dvil war, repression.and hopeless poverty. Today, we celebrate the/ 
advance of peace, growing prosperity and freedom across our hemisphere. 
And we honor the remarkable men and women of Central Anlerica 'who 
helped to lead the way. 

When the history of our region and our time is written, it will recora your 
(;ourage and your strength in ending four decades of conflict, braviAg the . 
threat of bombs and bullets to cast ballots, embracing the challengelof 
economic reform; and opening the door to a new era of partnership among 
all our nations~ 

President Figuen::s, in that epic struggle, Costa Rica, this nation of 
brothers, has been a wise leader and set a powerful example. Waging. 
peace as tenaciously as others have waged war, Costa Rica has shoWn that 
a country does not need an army to be strong. (Applause.) We thank Costa . . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the' Press Secretary 

(San Jose, Costa Rica) 

For Immediate Release 
May 8, 1997 

. REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
AT WELCOMING CEREMONY OF 

. CENTRAL AMERICAN LEADERS SUMMIT 

10:27 A.M. (L) 

National Theater Plaza . 
, San Jose, Costa Rica 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you very much. President Figueres, 
thank you for bringing us all together. And to my fellow leaders fro'm 
Central America and the Dominican Republic, thank you for comin'g. To 
all of you, to our distinguished guests, to all Ticos and all the peopl~ of . 
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,. • 	 Rica and its leaders for building a vibrant democracy that takes c1 of its 

citizens and shoulders its responsibilities in the world. ! I . 

Three years ago, our hemisp4ere's34 democracies met in Miami at the . 
historic Summit of the Americas to secure the hard-won gains our hations 
have made, and to make'them work for all our people. Today in sah Jose; 
in the first summit between the leaders of the United States, Central 
America and the Dominican Republic in almosf three decades, we ~tand 
before you united in our course determined to advance together to help the 
daily lives of our people in better jobs, safer streets, cleaner air, brighter 
hopes for our children and their future.. . /', I . 

We are here to help our economies grow, and to grow closer by opening 
our markets, protecting our workers and sharing more fairly the bettefits 
of prosperity. We are here to give all our people the tools to succee'd in the 
global economy by making good education the birthright of every ¢itizen 
of every country here. (Applause.) 

We are here to strengthen our democracies by standing against the 
criminals, the drug traffickers, the smugglers who exploit open borders to 
threaten open societies and we are here to protect our future by Iautl1ching 
new efforts to prevent pollution and protect our precious natural . 
environment. 

When President Kennedy came to Costa Rica more than three decades 
ago; he said, "Every generation of the Americas has shaped new gdals for 
democracy to suit the demands of a new age. Our generation must fueet 
that challenge, and we must do it together. We know that we must hot be 
just neighbors, but real partners, working together in a spirit of friehdship, 
equality and mutual respect." 

My fellow citizens of the Americas, that is the partnership we have come 
here to build. Here in the heart of our hemisphere let us go forwar<;l into a 
bright new century full of unlimited ,possibilities for our. young, knowing 
that to realize those possibilities we must go forward together. 

Thank you. (Applause.) 
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THE W~ITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 


(San Jose, Costa Rica) 


F or Immediate Release 
May 8, 1997 

PRESS CONFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT AND 
AMERICAN LEADERS 

National Theater San Jose, Costa Rica 

1:20 P.M. (L) 

PRESIDENT FIGUERES: Good afternoon, friends. I wish to PVT'TP" 


behalf of the heads of states and government of Central America 

Dominican Republic how pleased we are with the results of the 

extraordinary work session we have had this morning with 

Clinton. It has been a very sincere dialogue, a very realistic ~.~..~.,,~~ 

very human dialogue, and especially; avery friendly dialogue. 


I would like to share with you four main conclusions which are 

outcome of our discussions and which are reflected in the joint 

which we have just signed. First of all, we've inaugurated a new 

new stage in the relations among our countries. We attach a very u..,"~..u 


importance to this alliance. It reflects a new visional mood, a 

optimistic one, a more mature one~ and a more propositional one. 


, also demonstrates the existence of a shared agenda, the ........u.u....,,...,... 


objective of which is the well-being of our peoples through the 

consolidation of economies which'are more and more open and mt,egl'atc;~ct 

And we have ratified this will. ' 


Secondly, we wish to emphasize the brotherly spirit, the ,,',..y 
 ..."" 

the understanding which have prevailed in our discussion of 
we knew were sensitive and complex. We have made a special 
reach agreements, to compromise and to understand the realities 
our governments face. Beyond those realities, we found ,a will to I 

together and we have opened areas for this dialogue to continue 
our collective action. ' 

... ," 

Third, we underlined the importance of having maintained as a ,",V,'''''''U' 
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concern of this meeting the social issues, the iinportance of which for 
Latin America and for our region is more vital today than ever beforb. We 
share a special concern with the more needy, a concern which reflects 
solidarity, not charity, as a means to generate opportunities for prod.J.ctive 
employment and to ensure the dignified life which our peoples dem~nd. 

I especially wish to recognize the contribution of women to the I 
developing of economic democracy and how urgent it is to guarante~ 
non':discriminatory treatment for them in the workplaces, in political life 
and in social relations generally. All this should have a significant ifupact 

", in tlie 'improvemenCof the quality-6flife oHhe coming -gerieiitioiis:I"'~ ­

Finally, we wish to stress the significant role which environmental issues 
continue to have on our agenda. We have deepened and expanded tHe 
scope of the joint declaration of Central America and the .lJnited Stdtes, 
CONCAUSA, and in doing so, we have helped our region move ev~n 
fUrther forward as one of those regions which are noted throughout the 
worldfor their commitment to the rational use and intelligent use o~our 
national resources. In this regard, we can state that the decisions we've 
adopted in this field in this declaration can be characterized as 
revolutionary at a hemispherical leveL 

An essential element to attain institutional strengthening and to ensure, 
good governance ofour countries has to do with the possibility of I ' 
(~xpanding our markets and stimulating investments, which generate 
employment and improve the quality of life. I believe that with resp,ect to 
both topics :- free trade and investment -- we have moved forward in an 
impressive manner in attaining a better understanding and in accep~ance 
that reciprocity should be the new byword in the establishment ofall our 

, discussions. "" I 
MODERATOR: Ladies and gentlemen, the President and the Prime .... 
Minister ofBelize and the Dominican Republic would like to makd a 
special mention to the democratic circumstance that prevails in all the " 
region: We are committed to strengthen and perfecting it." I 
We are aware that, at the threshold ofthe 21st century, it is not enopgh to 
guarantee access to free, fair and transparent elections for our citizens. 
Threatened by formidable enemies such as narco trafficking and I 
organized crime, it is indispensable to fortify democratic institutiolls and 
to ensure ways in which civil society can participate more effectivJly in 
the decision-making process. 'I ' 

Nonetheless,it is through the development ofdynamic economies and 
more equitable social structures that we will be able to fully grasp the 
benefits ofdemocratic governance. To this regard, we are.convincbd that 
one indispensable element to ensure such democratic governance lias to 
do with the possibility to expand our markets and, with it, stimula~e ­
investments that generate employment and improve the quality of[ife of 

our p~pulations. , . ' , ..'. I . 

Both issues -- trade and mvestllient -- were POSitIvely remforced djurmg 
our meeting with President Clinton, and we would like to emphasize our 
satisfaction as the new criteria that will guide our next steps towards the 
construction of free trade zones in the Americas. I, ' I' 

In closing, let me emphasize the warmth of this meeting. You, President 
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Clinton, with y~ur insight and your thoughtfulness, have come to cLtral 
" America, and with our friends from the Dominican Republic, have given a 

new dimension to our relations. We all came here with high expectations .. 
We had the opportunity to share out thoughts, but express the feelin~s of 
our hearts. And we all part full of optimism, ready to continue our work -- . 
work that is circumscribed by the need we all have to continue bette'ring . 
the conditions ofliving of our people. Thank you very much~ (Appl~use.) 

PRESIDENT ~I:INTON: Presiden~ Figueres has ~iyen an exc~ll~ntl . 
statement. I wIll Just make a few bnefcomments. FIrst of all, I knov,.r I . 

. speak for "allofusWhbate guestS here" ifilhanldhg tlie PresiClerit arid the . 
J.eople of Costa Rica for their warmth and hospitality. , I 
This is truly a new day for Central America. The transition from cOIafiict 


. to cooperation has changed the relationship among the Central Anie'rican 

countries and between the United States and Central America. A debade 


,ago, we focused on civil wars; now, together, we are fighting again~t 
poverty and fighting for prosperity, stronger democracy and the 
sustainable development ofour precious resources. 

It is this new reality, this new agenda thatwe share which brings us here 
to San Jose for the first summit meeting between the leaders of the pnited 
States, Central America and the Dominican Republic in 30 years. The 
people of Central America have chosen peace and democracy. We rhust 
help them to prove that they made the right choice, that democracy I 
delivers. " . ' .. 

Today, we agreed to an intensified ongoing dialoguebetween the Uhited 
States, Central America and the Dominican Republic to work toget~er on 

'issues that will make a real difference to the lives of all ofour people with 
a high level follow-on structure to make sure that our commitments are 
realized. . 

Together we looked at ways to strengthen our democracies and to combat 
the drugs, crime and corruption that threaten to undermine them. I'dt 
encouraged by the growing cooperation among Central American l~w . 
enforcement authorities, including the creation of a joint center for police 
studiesin El Salvador. To advance it further, the United States plans to 
c~stablish an international law enforcement academy in Latin Amerita by 
the end of this year, modeled on our successful academy in Budapekt, We 
also agreed to modernize extradition treaties and to apply them I . 
vigorously. Those who commit a crime in one nation in our region should 

\ knowthat they will have no place to run and hide elsewhere in the tegion. 

We took important steps to broaden the benefits ofopen and ~ompjtitive
trade. Our trade with Central America exceeded $20 billion last ye¥. That 
is a 120-percent increase since 1990. This dramatic increase is the direct 
result of the progress the nations ofthis region have. made toward 
improving their economies and opening their markets. 

To identify concrete actions we can take to expand commerce even more, 
and to explore ways to move toward our common goal of a free traCIe area 
of the Americas by 2005, we created a ministerial level trade and . 
investment council. 

The openskies agreement we signed today --the first in our hemisphere-­
are a powetful example of how we can move forward together. They will . 
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allo~ our air carriers greater freedom to increase passenger and cJo 
services, to lower prices for travellers and shippers, and literally to oring 
the Americas closer together. , ,,' " I 
Today, we also agreed that our labor ministers will meet later this year to 
exchange ideas on promoting respect for worker rights and improvitJ.g 
workirig conditions. And we discussed the issue ofimmigration. rrrt 
proud that the United States has a tradition of generous legal immigtation. 

, Last year; over 900,000 people legally iminigrated to the United Stdtes. I ' 
, wilLdo what. tc.an to_pr.esery.ejtb_ecause_I belieye.America's ..div:ersityjs.. _. 

one of our greatest strengths as we move into a new century in an ' 
increasingly global society. 

,But to maintain that tradition and to do what is right by people who 
immigrate to the United States legally, it is also necessary that we be more 
dfective 'in stopping illegal immigration. Oui new immigration laW/iS 
designed to accomplish that objective. I appreciate the decision by several 
Central American nations to criminalize the terrible practice of alietJ. 
smuggling, which is also a scourge to all of us. ' ' 

J do want youJo know' that enfo.rcing our laws, I am ,determined to 
balance the need for firm controls against illegal immigration with 
(~ommon sense and compassion. Our country has greatly benefitted ,from 
the talents and the energies of Central Americans who came to our ~hores 
because they .were fleeing civil W'll". Today, the remarkable progres~ in 
that region means that many can return home: B).lt we want that to qccur 
in a manner which avoids destabilizing the nations and the economies of 
Central America, or creating enormous hardships for children and 
families. 

There will be no mass deportations and no targeting of Central Am~ricans 
under this law. I am working \\)ith Congress to implement the new law so 
that it does not produce these, unintended results. I 
Finally, we explored ideas to make a good education the birthright of 
every child in this region. We agreed that education should be a I 
centerpiece of next year's Summit of the Americas in Santiago, for which 
today's summit is an important building block. ' 

This has been a full and a productive session. Again, let me thank my 
colleagues for the passion and the depth of commitment they bring Ito ,this 
enterprise, and to our shared vision for a new partnership between ,he ' 
United States and Central America on,the britlk of anew century. Thank, 
you very much. (Applause.)·', ' , ' " ' I 

QGood afternoon. Thank you very much"Mr. President. I have two 
questions. For you, Mr. President Figueres, I'd like to know, withirl. the' 
deciaration, in the chapter on.strengthening democracy and good I 
governance, I'd like to know what should be understood in the paragraph 
that says that we take on the commitment to update our extraditionl treaty 
and apply it vigorously to make sure that criminals are taken to justice, 
where the effect~ of their crime are felt more severely. . ' ,I' 

,	If we are dealing here with a paragraph that is somehow suggesting for the 
future any possibility of extraditing our citizens -- that the Central I 
American contingency meet in order to be considered by your country to 
be part of the free trade agreement and if so, if we are, after Chile, ~he 
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next one 

!JRESIDENT CLINTON: I was listening -- you started talking in Spanish. 

Q Okay, so here again. My question is, (laughter) -­

PRESIDENT CLINTON: It's been a long day. (Laughter.) 

Q Thank you. What do you think the conditions that Central Ameri~an 
_C9.t!lltrj~.s. ~bQ~tc! m~_e.thLQr<ie.r JQJ)_e. ~Qnsici~xe..dbYYPJlr_~Quntry_ to be_part . 
of the Free Trade Agreement, and if we do meet those requirementsl, are 
we the next after Chile? Thank, you. ' 

PRESIDENT FIGUERES: The biggest -- is that respecting our 
constitutions and the independence of the branches of government in our 
countries, the judiciary and the legislative. We will continue coopet,ating 
in these areas which have to do with ensuring citizen security. And in 
I:lccordance with our responsibility as Presidents with respect to ourl 
population, I think we should work out together combatting drug 
trafficking, money laundering and these modem scourges which have 
been developing in our societies and which can only cause harm to bur 
societies.. I 

This is a reaffirmation of our will to continue working in that direction, 
with respect to our constitutions and to our legal provisions. We ard all 
states under the rule of law, fortunately. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: I would like to make one comment about that 
from 'the point of view of the United States. We do not believe that bur 
sovereignty is undermined by extraditing people through other couritries 

, I
as long as they follow the same rules with us, so that we both respect each 
other's criminal justice system. ' 1 

Now, let me answer your question. First ofall, I believe the that nations of 
Central America have already gone a long way toward becoming pfu-t of a . 
free trade area by embracing democracy, open markets and committing 
themselves to expanded trade, and committing themselves to incrdsing 

. international cooperation. After all, we have the President of the I 
Inter-American Development Bank here; we have the Secretary General 
,ofthe OAS here. We are all working together more. We are committed 
already, the United States is, to working with all the nations that ar~ here 
present to establish a free trade area of the Americas by 2005, which is not 
so very far away. " " I, . 

Now, in between now and then can we do more to have more reciprocal 
open trade with the Central American countries? I believe we can a,pd I 
have agreed to two steps. The first is that we have set up a ministerial 
trade and investment council here, as a.result of this communique, to 
identify what the next concrete steps are. But, before that, I have p~oposed 
in my budget an expansion of the Caribbean Basin Initiative and I Nave 
funded it over the next five years, which would permit us to reducel or 
eliminate tariffs on a large number of other items coming from Certtral 
America that would further deepe~ our trade relations. I 

So, I'm strongly supportive of it. I think the big steps have already been 
taken. The next steps are subject to agreement by our trade negotiators 
and people who are concerned about investment. And they can be worked 

5 of 12 12/20/2000 1;34 PM 
I 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/WH/NewlLATI19970S09-144S2.html


. . I .. I 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/WHlNewILAT/19970509~17628.html 

THE WHIT E H 0 U S Ii President Clinton's Trip to Mexico, Costa 
Rica, and Barbados Help Site Map Text Only 

THE WHITEHOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 

(San Jose, Costa Rica) 

For Immediate Release May 9, 1997 

. REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
ON THE ENVIRONMENT 

.. Braulio Carrillo National Park . 
Costa Rica 

11 :07 A.M. (L) 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you very much. Thank you, Mr. 
President, for delivering on the rainforest. (Laughter.) You know, III my 

•part of the United States, the children ~e raised with an old provefb that 
has come true today. The proverb is, you must be careful what you ask for 
in life, because you might get it. . I. 
~ell, Dr. Macaya, to}oaquin Viqu~z -- didn't that. young ,nan do ~ great 
Job. You should be very proud of him; he was ternfic. (Applause.) Thank 
you.. . 

to all of those who have spoken before and who have come here, and let 
me thank the members of my Cabipet and administration who are.here, 
and also the members of the National Park Service. Hillary and I lilave . 
-tried to make sure we're at at least one of our national parks every Iyear, 
and I think it's fair to say that they are the most popular public seIiVants in 
the United States, so it's nice to see them -- in the case of Mr. Firi1ley -­
someplace besides Yellowstone. I'm glad you're all here. Thank you all 
very much for what y?U do. (Applause.) I 
Most of what needs to be said has been said, I come here to emph,asize the 
importance of the forest that surrounds us, the chain of life not only in 
Costa Rica and Central America but to all the world. We know th'at the 
rainforests of the world provide us with a good deal of our oxygeh and 
enorn'lous resources coming out of the plant and animal life they tontain.. 
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We know that the forest helps us keep our climate stable to preserve our 
soils, to protect our river. It nurtures plants that provide food and clpthing 

· and furniture and medicine. And from the stunning quetzal bird to the' 
· stealthy jaguar, we. know that the marvelous animals must be presef.ved 

for all to see.' . I 

There is a new understanding today in the world between the bondsl that 

connect human beings and their natural environment. We know we Ihave 

to preserve them, and we kilow that in the end economic developm~nt 

itseJf c~O!o~9,ur~ll!lJe~s ¢e ~nv.~r()IlIllent is p!e~erv:e.d. That !s, tile ~e~son . 

of the Rio.Earth SummIt five years ago, the dnvll1.g force behmd the .. 

CONCAUSA Alliance between the United States and Central Ametica 

that President Figueres discussed, and also the driving notion behintl the 

'Nay we want to integrate this hemisphere -- not just in trade and I 

economics but also in education and health -- and finally in common 

(;ause to sustaining the treasures we see around us here today. I. 

Costa Rica is showing the way -- you heard President Figueres say that 

now more than one-quarter of its land is being protected. Theuniqub 

natural resources are generating jobs and income. Just before I came up 

~lere, Secretary Babbitt gave J?e the figUres on' Cos~ Rica's tourism I 

mcome because of the commItment the people of thIS country have made 

to preser:ving and protecting the natural environment. We now know we 

have to do this not only in our hemisphere but around the world. I 

You know, the examples that the President cited I thought were quite 
Important. We are pursuing ways to reduce greenhouse gases ..There is 
some doubt about exactly what increased greenhouse gas emissions lare 
doing to the climate, but no one doubts that they're changing the clitpate, . 
and no one doubts that the potential consequences can be very profound 

. andsevere. ' ., . . I. 
Almost. three years ago, the Vice President of the United States, Al Gore, 

and President Figueres signed an agreement that will help United St~tes 

companies greenhouse gas emissions by investing in environmental 

projects in Costa Rica. 


Today, there are more than a dozen ofthesejoirit projects all across 
· Central America -- promoting solar energy in Honduras, geothermal 
energy in Nicaragua, forest management in Belize. Now the carbon 'I 
ceitifica~es c~eated by the government of Costa Ric~ and the United States 
companIes Will proVide a new way to finance these mvestments. Proceeds 
will go to clean power plants, protecting or planting forests, launchibg 
other programs'that pay environmental dividends. This is a long way from 
the philosophy which prevailed in this country, in our country, and ihdeed 
throughout the developed and the developing world just a few years!ago. 

From electric buses, which the President pointed out, to wind-drivell 

power plants, Costa Rica's ambitious plans prove that we can have clean 

air andrenewable energy in ways that create jobs here and in our coitntry. 

That bus, I believe, was made in the Vice President's home state of ! 

Tennessee. And he asked me to say he appreciates it. (Laughter.) 


Third, let me say a special word of appreciation for something the 

President mentioned, and that is the work that is being done ,with the rain 

D::>rest and with the space program by Dr. Dr. Franklin Cheng Diaz, to deal 

with Chagas disease, which kills 20,000 people in Latin America evbry 
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year. The idea ofcombining what we know about space and what te find 

in the rain forest to make people have better and healthier lives is another 

stunning reminder that we destroy these resources at our periL I 


Last, let me say, we're finding new ways to preserve our natural heritage . 

. Once, our National Park Service worked with Costa Rica to help td set up 

'your incredible network of parks. Now the Costa Rican Park Servide is 

returning the favor by helping us to use your computer software in rays 

that will enable our park rarigers at Yellowstone -- which is the shining 


.. di<:lID9lJ.d ~f9_ur P<:lJ'k.sysl~m.:-,:,J9 catalQg a,nd Pfeserveits.natural wrnd~rs .. 

Soon after we complete this moment, Secretary Babbitt and Minister 

Castro will sign an agreement strengthening our cooperation for thJ next 

century. We're also.working together to help other countries take b~tter 

care of their wildlife, train professionals to manage fisheries in Arg:entina, 

run national parks in Paraguay, teach conservatiori in Guatemala. Now we 

have to work across national lines to protect the habitat of the songbirds; 

the sea turtles, the other .creatures that migrate between our shores, and to 

stop the illegal.and deadly trade in endangered species. '. I 


Yesterday in San Jose, President Figueres, our fellow leaders, and Ii 

pledged to make sustainable development a cornerstone ofounelations. It ­
will be part of the 1998 Summitof the Americas in Santiago and 

eventually the foundation ofa larger global effort. 


We must ban leaded gasoline everywhere, not just in Costa Rica, and 

eontrol pesticides in our hemisphere, and reach a global agreement to 

phase out the most dangerous toxic chemicals. I 

We have to protect our own forests and work with the United Nations to 

develop a strategy for the sustainable mariagement of others aroundl the 

world.' And we must meet the challenge of climate change -- regionally 

and beyond our hemisphere. _ _ . _ I 

Together, we can make this a very historic year, Mr. President. As you 

know, the United Nations is having a special session next month on the 

environment. I am pleased to be leading America's delegation to thJ U.N. 

1hope many other world leaders will be there. Together, we need td 

reaffirm the spirit of Rio and layout the concrete steps we're going ~o take 

to move ahead to make the preservation of the global-environment and 

sustainable development the policy of every nation on earth. (Applause.) 


'We are seeking to build a world where people live in the 21st cent~ in 

harmony, not at war with each· other; when they recognize that they\ have 

more in common than what divides them; when they no longer seek!. to' 


. elevate themselves by demeaning other people. That kind of world will 
only occur if we are also generous, wlse and good to our natural I 
environment, and where we do not expect today's growth to threaten 
tomorrow's survival. That is my commitment; that is Costa Rica's' I 
eommitment -- let us make sure we realize it. Thank: you and God bless 
you alL _. . _ I 
Before the paper is too wet, we have to ask Secretary Pena, Secretary 

Babbitt, and Minister, Castro to come sign our agreements on electric 

transport and parks on behalf of our two nations. And we hope that 'the 

pens still work. (Laughter and applause.) 
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THE WHITE HOUSI~ President Clinton's Trip to Mexico, Costa 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office 'of the Press Secretary 


For Immediate Release May 9, 1997 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

TO THE VOICE OF AMERICA 


PRESIDENT CLINTON: Good morning. I'm speaking to you 
Bridgetown, Barbados, and I'm proud to be the first American I:"reSlOem 
meet with Caribbean leaders in the heart of the Caribbean. This I not a 
\meeting between Caribbean nations and the United States, it was a 
meeting among Caribbean nations, including the United States. 

Rica, and Barbados Heip Site Map ..::...::.!;p.::-==-z.. 

We ate charting ;:t road map for how we can work together for the 
of all of our people as we move into a new century. Today, 
the Americas but one has embraced free elections and open 
hopeful moment gives us real opportunities to improve the lives 

. 10f2 

people. But it also demands that we work together to bring the lJeIlerlt 

change to all our citizens and to ban4 together to'meet the lranStIatll9nal 

threats that respect no borders. 


. That's what the Partnership for Prosperity and Security in the 
that we signed today is all about. It lays out an ambitious action 
expand trade with the Caribbean, to launch the Caribbean Clean 1:_'.,..__ 

Intiative to better protect the environment, to create a Caribbean U"'~l1VlCU" 
Program so students have access to specialized training, to support 
banks that make low-interest loans readily available. to workers, 
and women's groups, and to deepen our cooperation to. fight drugs 
organized crime. . 

'Working as partners, we can help build a future of peace and nrOSDe~n 

for all our children to enjoy. That's what we've committed to 

summit in Barbados. That's what we will continue to do as U"'J,!O'.uuv~ 

friends and partners. 
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.Declaration of San Jose 

We, the Presidents of Costa Rica, EI Salvador, the 
United States of America, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, the Dominican Republic and the Prime 
Minister of Belize, meeting in San Jose, Costa Rica on 
May 8~ 1997, hereby reaffirm the remarkable 
democratic transformation in Central America. 
Central America is now a region,ofpeace, liberty and 
democracy; profoundly committed to a process of 

. integration, in which a spirit of harmony, cooperation, 
pluralism and respect for human rights prevails. This 
spirit marks an unprecedented era of stability in 
Central America's history.' 

We hold the conviCtion that the resources and 
potential of Central America arid the Dominican 
Republic can now be focussed so as to ensure that our 
peoples are able to develop to their full potential 
within the framework ofjust and democratic societies. 
We are determined to march toward the future in a 
partnership based on friendship, understanding and 
ever stronger cooperation. This meeting marks the 
inauguration of a new stage in our relations, based ort 
mutual respect and reciprocity which will give our 
nations greater advantages with which to successfully, 
meet the challenges of the next millennium. 

We recognize that there are great challenges that we 
must jointly assume and that there are many . 
opportunities which favor the creation of a great 
region of shared prosperity among Central America, 
the Dominican Republic and the United States, as well . 
as the creation of a visionary and creative association 
among our nations. 

Inspired by the principles and goals of the Summit of 
the Americas and guided by the Central American 
Alliance for Sustainable Development, we recognize 
as the cornerstones of this renewed relationship the 
promotion of prosperity through the strengthening of 
democracy and good governance; dialogue on 
immigration and illegal migrant trafficking; economic 
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integration and free trade; the continued development . 

ofjust and equitable societies that provide 

opportunities for all people; and the development of 

responsible environmental policies. as an integral 
 I 

element of sustainable development; all of which must 

be undertaken within a framework of mutual 

cooperation. 


Strengthening of Democracy and Good 

Governance 


We reaffirm our profound conviction that only 

democratically elected governments can guarantee the 

full existence of the rule of law, an indispensable 

prerequisite for the preservation of peace and 

har:niony. 


We reaffirm our belief in the dignity of our people and 

our commitment to the rule of law. We maintain that 

crime is one of the principal threats to the democracy, 

public security and social stability of our countries. 

For this reason, we will redouble our efforts to. comba~ 

crime and improve security for our people. Consistent 

with our constitutional provisions and recognizing the 

independence of our legislative and judicial branches, 

we are committed to the modernization ofextradition 

treaties and their vigorous application to help ensure 

that criminals are brought to justice where the effect 

of their crime is felt most severely. 


We resolve to intensify our national efforts and to 

increase bilateral, multilateral and regional 

cooperation to combat drug consumption, drug. 

trafficking, money laundering and illegal drug activity 

in all its manifestations. We,reaffirm our commitment 

to fight corruption through mutual cooperation and the . 

strengthening of oversight institutions and we agree to 


. seek ratification of the Organization of American 
States' Interamerican Convention Against Corruption. 
We instruct our Ministers responsible for public 
security and law enforcement, and other appropriate 
authorities, to work together to develop a plan of 
action this year to combat these threats to the welfare 
of our people. 

The Presidents of the United States and the 

Dominican Republic, and the Prime Minister of Belize 

express their support for the progress achieved by the 

Central American Presidents in redefining regional 

security within a framework of the rule oflaw, the 

enhancement of democratic institutions by 

strengthening civilian authority, the limiting ofthe 


. role. of the armed forces and public security forces to 
their constitutional mandates, and the· fostering of a 
culture of peace, dialogue, understanding and 
tolerance based on common democratic values. The 
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strong commitment to these principles serves as an 
important example to other parts of the world seeking 
transparency and mutual confidence in their relations. 

Dialogue on Immigration and Illegal ' 

, ,Migrant Trafficking 


We are aware of the s~rious impact o(new 
immigration provisions on groups that come from the 
region. and whoJive and have-roots .in the-United 
States. We therefore undertake to maintain an open, 
ongoing dialogue at the highest levels to find humane 
and adequate solutions to address the complexities of 
the immigration situation, and to ensure that each 
person's case.is evaluated individually and fairly, 
taking into account his or her valuable contribution to 
the host country. 

Having expressed their concerns to the President of 
the United States, the Presidents of Central America, 
the Dominican Republic and the Prime Minister of 
Belize welcome the Uriited States Government's 
initiation of consultations with its Congress on the 
scope,implementation and consequences of the recent 
immigration legislation approved by the United 
States, and are confident that the dignity and' human 
rights of the individuals it may affect will be fully 
respected. ' 

We believe trafficking in migrants is an affront to 
human dignity and we are committed to increase 
cooperation to combat this degrading practice. 

'Promotion of Prosperity through 

Economic Integration, Free Trade and 


Investment 


At the Summit of the Americas, we decided to move 
toward a hemisphere united through free trade by the 
year 2005. We reiterate our resolve to take all ' 
necessary actions to make this "spirit of Miami" a 
reality. With this in mind, we call for the 
commencement of negotiations at the Santiago ' 
Summit of the Americas that will lead to the 
establishment of the Free Trade Area of the Ainericas 
(FTAA); We reiterate our intention to work 
cooperatively throughout these negotiations. 

The Presidents of Central Anierica,'th'e Dominican 
Republic and the Prime Minister of Belize welcome 
the decision of the Government of the United, States to 
support the expeditious passage of a bill which 
enhances the benefits granted under the Caribbean 
Basin Initiative. We recognize that unilateral 
concessions have been of great importance in the 
initial phases of the process of economic 
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liberalization. We now believe that it is necessary to 

move toward a commercial relationship which 


, offers.all parties mutually beneficial conditions. 


We are convinced that to promote and maintain 

democratic stability and to contribute to our joint 

prosperity it is necessary to have sound and dynamic 

economies. With this in mind and recognizing ,the 

advances that Central America has made in economic 

liberalizatiQn, ;Re.haye re~QlyesLto d_e_~I1~riJ;>'pJ _......._ 

economic and commercial relations. We will work 

jointly and expeditiously, consistent with the World 

Trade Organization (\NTO) agreements and the FTAA 

process, to identify specific steps, including bilateral, 

. multilateral and regional ,reciprocal trade agreements; 

that will intensify the economic relationships among 

our nations. To achieve these common trade 

objectives, we instruct our Ministers ofTrade to ' 

constitute themselves as a Trade and Investment 

Council with a mandate to make specific 

recommendations. In support of these goals, our 

governments will continue efforts to conclude 

bilateral investment treaties and intellectual property 

rights agreements. In addition, under the aegis of the. 

\IVTO, we will seek to liberalize our 

telecommunications, information technology and 

financial services sectors. 


The signing of Open Skies Agreements between the 
, United States and Costa Rica, EI Salvador, 

Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua during our 
meeting in San Jose is a significant manifestation of 
this commitment and these agreements will serve to 
enhance our commercial relations and tourism among 
our people and productive sectors. In this regard, it is 
necessary to undertake additional actions that will 
strengthen and broaden technical cooperation in 
aviation matters. 

We underscore the importance of free market 

economies and private sector initiatives as a source of 

prosperity for our people and we reaffirm our goal of 

promoting business events,and other complementary 

activities that expand trade and investment relations 

between the private sectors of our countries. 


We recognize that there are important challenges in 

this process that we must face to maintain suitable 

conditions for our economic and social growth, taking 

into account the particular circumstances of each 

country. Among these challenges are the need to 

maintain open markets for trade and investment, to 

ensure the participation of all our people in the 

benefits of economic growth, and to maintain a stable 

macroeconomy and financial system. Within the 

framework of a market economy, the use of debt can , 

suppl,ement scarce domestic savings and support high 
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rates of.investment and growth. With this in mind, we 
declare our intention to utilize more fully modalities 
that allow for better management of debt burdens and 
the cost of external debt. 

Continued Development of Just and 

Equitable Societies 


that Provide Opportunities for All People, 


We -express-our -determination-to continue making 
necessary social irivestments in order to improve the 
quality of life in our countries. We are convinced that· 
the training of our labor forces, combined with access 
to health, education and basic housing seniices 
improves the well-being of our societies, while at the 
same time increasing the productivity and 
competitiveness of our economies. We are committed 
to share ideas, human resources and programs within 
mutually agreed guidelines to promote development 
and democr<:tcy. 

We underscore the importance of placing greater 
emphasis on the full participation of women in all . 
political, social and economic spheres of 
development, especially in areas such as access to 
credit, community organization, and in the 
commercial sector an decision-making bodies. 

We reaffirm our commitment to human rights as 
stipulated in the Universal Declaration and to 
international and interamerican human rights 
instruments, to which we are parties, respectively. In 
particular, we recognize the importance ofeconomic, 
social and cultural rights, and within these we 
underscore the rights of workers, and reaffirm our 

. commitment to ensure compliance with the 
Constitution and Conventions of the International 


. Labor Organization, as respectively ratified by our 

governments. We welcome the input of the labor 

sector in the hemispheric economic integration, . 

process. 

We recognize the efforts by interested parties such as 

employers and workers organizations to work together 

to promote respect for workers rights and enhance 

working conditions. We have asked our Labor . 

Ministers to meet to exchange ideas with interested 

parties on this issue. 


The Presidents of Central America and the Dominican 

Republic and the Prime Minister of Belize note with 

interest the recent announcement by the President of 

the United States of the Apparel Industry Partnership. 


We agree that micro-, small- and medium-sized 

businesses are important for the social development of . 
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, our countries. These entrepreneurial undertakings 
make it possible for a wide range of social sectors to 
expand productively and make a decisive contribution 
to the democratization of capital and the equitable 
distribution of wealth. We will broaden our efforts to 
promote such'businesses and to increase their 
capabilities. We also request that the Interamerican 
Development Bank, the World Bank and other 
institutions and donors continue and strengthen their 
SlJ'pport of these .<J.<;tiviljes. ,.' """ , 

The Development of Responsible 

Environmental Policies as an 


Integral Element 'of Sustainable 

Development 


We renew our commitment to the promotion of the 
environmental principles and objectives of the ' , 
Alliance for Sustainable Development, which inspired 
the signing of the Joint Central American-United 
States Declaration (CONCAUSA) and influence the, 
-Conference on Sustainable Development in Santa 
Cruz de la Sierra. Within this framework, we 
:recognize the goals we have reached, the support we 
have received and are in agreement on the need to I 
expand cooperation to new areas of action. 

We recognize the leadership oiCentral America in the 

protection of the environment and the preservation of 

biodiversity, in particular, the recovery and beneficial 

use of ancestral knowledge from our indigenous 

cultures, as well as innovative use of public- private 

sector joint ventures. In this context, we will renew 

our efforts to protect endangered species and make 

sustainable use of flora and fauna. 


We note actions already underway in Central America 

in the area of climate 'change, especially those which 

include the participation of our private sectors and 

will grant credit for Joint Implementation projects and 

other initiatives to limit and reduce green.l),ouse gas 

emissions. in this regard, we' urge the parties to the 

UN Fnimework Convention on Climate Change to 

make a determined effort to address these issues 

during the Third Conference. . 


In this spirit, we resolve to support the promotion of 

investment in environmental projects such as 

I~cotourism, the development of renewable energy 

sources, recycling, th,e transfer of clean technologies 

on terms mutually agreed by all parties, and trade in 

organic products, among others. In particular, we _ 

highlight the importance of our joint efforts in the 

sustainable generation and use of energy in projects 

which, by combining our efforts with those of other 

nations, allow for taking greater advantage ofour 
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resources whileat the same time fostering regional 
integration. 

Follow-Up Mechanisms 

In order to strengthen our relations as friends, 
neighbors and partners and to ensure an increasing 
and effective level of communication, coordination 
and follow-up among our governments, we have 

... 	resolved_to establish.a.consultative.mechanism.which 
will include periodic meetings at the highest level; an 

. annual meeting ofour Foreign Ministers, who will 
meet next during the October 1997 regular session of 
the United Nations General Assembly; a 
ministerial-level Trade and Investment Council, which 
will hold its inaugural session in Washington, D.C.; 
and an ongoing dialogue on immigration issues at the 
highest level. ' 

In addition, our Ministers responsible for. pubiic 
security and law enforcement and our Ministers of 
Labor will convene meetings in their respective areas 
this year. 

Jose Maria Armando 

Figueres Olsen, Calderon Sol 


President President 

Republic of Costa Republic ofEl 

Rica Salvador. 

William J. Alvaro Arzu 

Clinton Irigoyen 


President President 

The United States Republic of 

ofAmerica Guatemala 

Carlos Roberto Arnoldo Aleman 
Reina ldiaquez Lacayo 

, President President 
Republic of Republic of 
Honduras Nicaragua 

Leonel Fernandez 
Reyria'Manuel Esquivel 

President Prime Minister 
Dominican Belize 
Republic 

President Clinton's Trip to Mexico, Costa Rica, and 
Barbados 
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TRANSCRIPT: CLINTON REMARKS TO LOCAL LEADERS IN CHILE 

(Affirms free-trade and other shared goals with region) (323-0) 

SANTIAGO, Chile -- Describing the proposed Free Trade Area of the 

Americas{FTAA) as a .. colossal opportunity" for the United States and 

the hemisphere, President Clinton expressed confidence April 16 that 

he will convince Congress to grant his administration streamlined 

"fast-track" trade negotiating authority. 


"Before [the negotiations] are done, we'll have it and it will work," 

Clinton said of fast-track legislation, which is widely considered to 

be necessary .for the successful conclusion of trade talks. 


Clinton also emphasized that the fast-track debate in the United 

States is not about whether to pursue open trade, but how to achieve 

trade agreements that provide maximum benefits to the greatest number 

of people. 


"There is not a majority in either House of the _United States Congress 

for a return to misguided protectionism," he said. "What there is in 

the United States and in our Congress is what you have in every 

country in Latin America -- there is a continuing and vibrant debate 

about how we're going to grow in the global economy in a way that 

gives everybody a chance to be a part of that growth, and in a way 


. that recognizes values that may not be built in to today's market 

f systems, like environmflntal preservation." 


Clinton was speaking to business and community leaders in Santiago, 

Chile, during a two-day state visit in advance of the April 18-19 

Summit of the Americas. . 


At the summit, the region's 34 democratically~elected leaders -­
acting on the commitment they made in 1994 at the first Summit of the 

Americas in Miami -- will launch formal FTAA talks to build a 

hemisphere-wide free .trade area by 20005. 


"Through bold commitments like the FTAA negotiations, to improve 

education, to work on strengthening our justice system and freedom of 

expression, our new hemispheric alliance against drugs, more work to 

alleviate poverty, the Santiago summit ... is going to make a 

difference to the future of the Americas," Clinton said; "We will 

leave the summit with a clear message to the world that Miami was not 

a one-shot effort, that we are broadening our cooperation, that we 

intend to move forward with more determination across a broader 


- range." 

Following is a transcript of the president's remarks: 

(begin transcript) 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

(Santiago, Chile) 

April 16, 1998 


REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

TO U.S. AND CHILEAN BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY LEADERS 


Teatro Municipal 

Santiago, Chile 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much Mr. President, Mr. Fernandez, Mr. 
Riesco, Mr. Mayor, ladie's and gentlemen. First let me thank President 
Frei for the warm welcome that Hillary and I and our entire delegation 

\ 	 feel with our trip to Chihe. I have looked forward to it for a long 

time. ' 


To those of you who wonder about the comniitment of the United States 
to this relationship, I would just note that in the audience here I am , 
joined 9Y the Secretary of State, the Secretary of Commerce, National 
Security Advisor, our'Trade Representative,' our National Drug Control 
Policy Director, my Spe(:ial Envoy to the Americas, the Director of the 
Small Business Administration, the Director of OPIC, and five 

, distinguished members of the United States Congress Congressmen 
Hamilton, Hiojosa, Rodriquez, Levin, and Portman. 

We are glad to be here, and together we hope we will be able to 
persuade you by our presence, if not by my words, of the importance 
that we attach to our growing relationship with Chile. 

I'm told that when this} Gity was founded, in 1 541 it was called 
Santiago del Nuevo Extremo Santiago of the New Frontier. On the 
verge of the 21st century, Santiago is again on that new frontier. It 
is a window through which we can see over tomorrow's horizon to a 
future of freedom and broadly shared prosperity. ' 

You are helping to build that future. The Summit of the Americas that 
President Frei will host this, weekend is helping to build that future. 
Never before have the Americas been so united in values, interests and 
goals. We have to keep that in mind as there are bumps along the way 
or inevitable differences all human beings will have. ' 

Chile and the United States are working hard to seize the promise of 
our shared values and interests and visions. The President has already 
outlined all the things we have agreed to do together today. No one 
can fail to,be impressed by the economic performance of this great 
nation. Sound, consistent policies have produced high growth, low 
inflation, more savings, less poverty. Chile stands at the vanguard 
now of a new revolution of freedom and enterprise that is indeed 
embracing all of Latin America. Last year, Latin America and the 

, Caribbean combined had an average growth rate of more than five 
percent, with the, lowest inflation rate in 50 years. 

There has been an explC)sive increase' in commerce within our 
neighborhood, and more than goods are flowing across our borders. 
Between 1991 and 1996, the number of minutes for telephone calls ,from 
the United States, to South America tripled. In that same period, the ' 
number of planes that left Miami for Central and South America 
increased by over 50 percent. More and more young people from our 
countries are studying in each other's schools and colleges, enriching 
their lives and'our cultures. Thanks to the new spirit of openness, 
capital flows across our borders are absolutely massive. 

. 	 .' , . 
I remember it was just a month after our first Summit of the Americas 
in Miami in 1994 that the Mexican peso crisis struck. It shook the 
entire region. I'm sure some of you have a vague memory of it. But 
instead of closing their doors, Mexico, and indeed, all of Latin 
America, deepened their reforms. Now Mexico is back and is our 
country's second largest export market. 

In general, Latin America has grown so strong that I think even C! lot 
of you are probably surprised that this region has weathered the shock 
of the Asian financial crisis as well as the region has. It is a great 

( tribute to those of you who have worked for and fought for and lived 

\ by smart, sensible, disciplined policies over the last several years. 


Now, of course, we know that there is mo're to do. Just last December, 
, our finance ministers committed here in Santiago to tighten bank' 
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supervision, fight money laundering, and to provide new credit to the 

, smallest entrepreneurs -- the kind of people t[1at President Frei just
r 	;:tn:::r:d~~:~:~:b::::i:n:::~h::~a:~:sA~:r::aS::s ~~:~:I.its 

voice, its confidence, and its well-earned seat at the international 

table. The United States is delighted by the success 0f Chile, and 

indeed all our neighbors. Our futures are joined like a cord that 

gains its strength from the many threads that are tightly intertwined. 


Today more than 40 pen:ent of America's exports go to our hemispheric 

neighbors. Our exports ifl this region are growing more than twice as 

fast as anywhere else in the world. With three of our four top energy 


. suppliers in the Americas, we can literally say that this hemisphere 

fuels our growth. Your prosperity lifts ours, just as a healthy United 

States economy helps you. The better you do, the better off we will be 

in our increasingly interdependent world. 


The United States, therej'ore, will continue to work for more 

cooperation and more integration. At our summit this weekend, we'll 

take the next step toward open trade in the hemisphere by launching


) . 	
comprehensive negotiati<ms for the free trade area of the Americas, as 

we committed to do four years ago in Miami. All of you know, as the 

previous speakers have said, it will create opportunities for 

producers throughout thEl Americas; it will create new jobs and higher 

living standards for our workers; it will create better buys for 800 

million consumers; it will help to lock in market reforms and 

democratic triumphs throughout the hemisphere. 


And let me also say that it won't be 'the first time that the United 

States has launched its own involvement in negotiations of this kind 

without fast track authority. Before they're done, we'll have.it and 


(~~' 	it will work. (Applause.) . , 

\:=:,.::;; Let me also say, I am especially pleased that for the very first time 

we are creating a special committee to expand the role of 

environmental and labor groups in our trade deliberations. Those who 

want to protect and enhance the role of working people in the global 

economy, and those who remind us that we dare not sacrifice our 

children's planet for present profits should be heard. Their voices 

and their concerns should shape, but cannot reverse, our emerging 

partnership. We can grow the economy and not only preserve, but indeed 

improve the environment. We can have prosperity and indeed enjoy more 

of it if we assure that it is broadly shared. 


The benefits for America's workers and companies and consumers for 

expanding trade should ri1ake, in my judgment, a clear case for . 

fast-track authority. I thank you for the support you have given it. I' 

will continue to work hard with Congress to build support for fast 

track. . 


But let me say something to you that I am convinced of. There is not a 

majority in either House of the United States Congress for a return to 

misguided protectionism. What there is in the United States and in our 

Congress is what you have in every country in Latin America -- there 


, is a continuing and vibrant debate about how we're going to grow in 

the global economy in ,a way that gives everybody a chance to be a part 

of that growth, and in a way that recognizes values that may not be 

built in to today's market systems, like environmental preservation. 


And what I am doing my best to do is to persuade our Congress that 

walking away from what I believe to be a colossal opportunity with 

Chile and with the rest of our partners in Latin America is neither' 


( the best way to lift labor standards or to preserve the environment. 
\ But the debate is worth having. 

So be patient with us. You may decide to have the debate yourselves 

before it's over in some other forum which may prevent some decision 
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fram being made as quickly as yau wauld like. 

WinstanChurchili ance said that demacracy was' absalutely the warst 
system af gavernment except for all the athers. (Laughter.) He also. 
ance said in a mament,af frustratian with aur cauntry that the United 
States invariably daes the right thing, after having exhausted every 
ather alternative. (Laughter.) So. just stay with us; we'll get there. 
(Applause.) , 

But we must recagnize, let me say again, that the cambined farce of 
glabalizatian and technalagy have given us all ecanamies in which a 
rising tide daes nat necessarily lift all baats. People without the 
right education, without training, without skills, without bargaining 
power can be stranded on yesterday's shore. And remember, some Latin 
democracies have nat been that way all that long, and we cannot afford 
to have conditions in which ardinary people -- the kind of people the 

, President and I met with today -- lose faith in the ability of this 
system, not only to produce wealth in the aggregate, but to. actually 
change their lives and to. give their children better lives than 
they've had if they work. 

So. that we have to continue to see the enhancement and broadening of 
democracy and free enterprise together. As we encaurage more business 
contracts, we must also strengthen the social contract. For every 
citizen must believe that he or she can have a place in the future we 
are building together. Of course, the only place to start in such an 
endeavor is with our children and their education. It is the best path 
out of poverty and it is very good for business' future. 

In order to do that, I might also add, we have to. give every child a , 
chance to go to school, by making sure they're not in the warkplace 
illegally. The United States is working with Central America to. launch 
a new initiative to combat child labar while helping parents to. find 

. _ goad jobs. Earlier this year, I asked our Congress for a tenfold 
increase in our investment to combat child .labor abuses warldwide. I 
hope our neighbors will jain u,s in that fight. 

Again, no one has a lonfl-term interest in taking,children who ought to 
be in school and putting them in the workplace. And over the long-run, 
that will diminish a nation's wealth, productivity and strength. ' 

We must do more to deepen democracy's roots with a free press, an 
, honest, efficient judiciary, strang protectians far existing laws o.n 
, working standards. We have to. wark harder to. reduce the gap between 

rich and paor, which has been widening in most industrialized and 
industrializing countries in recent years. We must continue the fight 
together against corruption, drugs and crime. They erode the fabric af 
all aur societies. And we must do mare together to pratect aur 
enviranment. 

Harnessing the forces cif globalizatian to. work far all aur citizens is 
literally a challenge for every natian in the warld. I just gat back 
from a long trip to. Africa ,and I saw the same thing in every cauntry. 
It will be a majar facus of the Summitaf the Americas, thanks to the 
leadership af President Frei. It will be at the top af the agenda when 
the G-8 cauntries meeting in Birmingham next manth, because everybody 
knaws we have to figure aut haw to. do. this. Thase af yau in business 
can help us to lead the way. 

In the meeting that the President and I mentianed to. yau with small 
entrepreneurs and peapl '3 who. had gatten an educatian and warked their 
way aut of paverty, a few moments ago., they didn't talk to us abaut 
the intricacies of trade, but they did understand educatian, child 
care, jabs and access to credit. They will trust us in our respective 
countries to. make these big structural decisions, and to make them 
right, as long as they feEll that samebody is making same decisians 
that give them a chance to. make their future alang with aurs. Warking 
families in that sense, from Santiago. to San Diego., may nat be all 
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that'much different. 

','. 	 I want our nations to work together. And let me say, I have been 

profoundly impressed by President Frei's commitment to improve and 
~ expand access to education. Chile has doubled its social spending 

since 1990, largely for education -- more classrooms, longer school 

days, better access for disadvantaged children. 


Our agreement on education is quite substantive. We've agreed to 

exchange more' students and teachers, to develop higher standards of 

learning and teacher training, to work to bring technology into every 

classroom. And I can'tell you, again, on every continent where I have 

been where education is a crying issue, and many children in small 

rural areas have no access to it, I see how we can skip a generation 

of development, painful development in education, if we make the most 

of today's technology. 


No country can do it without the acti,ve, amjressive partnership of the 

business community in I~very country, and I hope you will help 
 /, 

President Frei in that renard. You can revolutionize the future of 

Chile's children if you do. (Applause.) 


Let me just make one other s'ubstantive point. I have had great 

conversations with the President about what I believe is the 

imperative for all. natipns to work together on the problem of climate 

change. In many developing economies, there is a reluctance to 

participate in trying to meet the goals announced at Kyoto in Japan 

last year, because many people believe that poor countries cannot 

become rich countries without emitting more greenhouse gases and, 

therefore, that any attempt by the developed countries like the United 

States, who are already big offenders in the greenhouse gases we emit, . 


. must be some dark conspiracy to hold others down. 

(... .: In the first place, that's bad economics, because the United States 
\:__--- should want all of our trading partners to get wealthier. That is what 


is in our interest. No one is interested in that. But I can tell you 

this -- I said before whe!n the President and I had our press 

conference -- for 30 years, every time we have, sought to improve the 

environment in America, someone has stood up and said, if you take 

this step to clean the air, to clean the water, to improve the health 

of the food supply, you will cost jobs and hurt the economy. And for 

30 years, every single step we have taken to improve the environment 

has helped the American economy. 


We can reduce greenhouse gas emission worldwide and grow the economy. 

And we need to do it in the most comprehensive way possible. I respect 

very much the President's leadership on that, but I will make you a 

prediction that those of us -- our successors, whoever will be sitting 

here 15 years from now at- a speech like this, representing your group, 

will be overwhelmingly concerned with the condition of the global 

environment, and what it does or does not do for their ability to make 

a good living. So I hOPEl we will deal with this now when it will be 

less painful, instead of waiting until later when it will be much more 

costly. 


Through bold commitments like the FTAA negotiations, to improve 

education, to work on strengthening our justice system and freedom of . 


. expression, our neW hemispheric alliance against drugs, more work to 

alleviate poverty, the Santiago summit that President Frei is chairing 

is going to make a diffE:rence to the future of the Americas. We will 

leave the summit with a clear message to the world that Miami was not' 

a one-shot effort, that we are broadening our cooperation, and that we . 

intend to move forward with more determination across a broader range. 


( I know that all of you will support that. What I ask you to do is to 

do all you can to make sure that everyone with whom you work and 

anyone with whom you have contact back in the United States 

understands what we're doing and why. 
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In 1811, as Chile struggled for its independence, it chose to dedicate 
'(""',' its national flag on July 4, which is our Independence Day, at' a 


celebration held by United States citizens in Santiago, long, long 

ago. On that day, the American flag and the new Chilean banner were 

raised together in many public places, entwined with one another. At 

last our partnership can fulfill the potential of those two entwined 

flags, for our goals and our dreams are clearly intertwined. We can 

make them real for tomorrow's generation; we can make the Americas a 

model of hope and unity for the world. We C<;ln do it if we follow the 

lead that I have seen set by this great President and this great 

nation; And we're glad to be here. 

Thank you very much. (Applause.) 

(end transcript) 

Return to Washington File home page 
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'Second Summit of the Anlericas 
Santiago de Chile, Chile April 18-19, 1998 

. Declaration of Santiago 

The following document is the complete text of the Declaration of Santiago signed by 
the Heads of State alld Government participating in.the Second Summit;,ofthe 
Americas: 

. We, the democratically-elect~d ,H~ads of State and Goveinment of the coUntries of tJe 
Americas, have met in Santiago, Chile,inorder to continue the dialogue and strengthen 
the cooperation we began in Miami in December 1994. Since that time, 'signific~t 
progress has been made in the formulation and execution of joint plans and programs in 
order to take advantage of the great opportunities before us. We reaffirm our will to 
continue this most important undertaking, which requires sustainecl national efforts a.r1d 
dynamic internationall cooperation. " '. I 
The strengthening of democracy, political dialogue, economic stability, progress towards 
social justice, the extent to which our trade liberalization policies coincide, and the will to . 
expedite a process of ongoing Hemispheric integration have made our relations mote 
mature. We will redouble our efforts to continue reforms designed to improve thelivit~g 

. conditions of the peoples of the Americas and to achieve a mutually supportive 
cOrnnlunity. For this reason, we have decided that education is a key theme and is bf 
particular importanc~: in our deliberations. We approve the, attached Plan of Action artd 
undertake to carry out its initiatives. ..... I 
Since our meeting in Miami, we have seen teal economic benefits in: the Americas 
resulting from more open trade, transparency in economic regulations, .sOw1d, 
market-based econornic policies, as well as efforts by the private sector to increase its 
competitiveness. Evc:n as countries in our region .have been tested by financial and otHer 
economic pressures, and as countries in other regions have experienced serious economic 
setbacks, the overall course in the Americas has been one of faster economic growth, 

. lower inflation, expanded opportunities, and confidence in facing the global marketplade. 
A major reason for this positive record has been our countries' steadfast and cooperatire 
efforts to promote prosperity through increased economic integration and more open 
economies. New partnerships have been formed and existing ones strengthened ahd 
expanded. A positive role is being played by sub-regional and bilateral integration ahd 
free trade agreements. We are confident that the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTM) 
will improve the well-being of all our people, including economically disadvantaged 
populations within our respective countries. 

Hemispheric integration is a necessary complement to national policies aimed at 
overcoming lingerirlg problems and obtaining a higher level of development. In' its 
broadest sense, a process of integration based on respect for cultural identities will make it 
possible to shape a (:ommon, interwoven set of values and interests that ,helps us in these 
objectives. . " 



.. 
Globalization offers great opportunities for progress to our coUntries and opens up new 
areas of cooperation for the hemispheric community. However, it can also heighten the 
differences among comitries and within our societies. With steadfast determination to reap 
its benefits and to face its challenges, we will give special attention to the most vulnerable 
countries and social groups in ,the Hemisphere., I 

Education is the determining factor for the political, social, cultural, and economi'c 
development of our peoples. We undertake to facilitate access of all inhabitants of trie 
Americas to preschool, primary, secondary, and higher education, and we willmakie 
learning a lifelong process. We will put science and technology at the.service of educatio'n 
to assure growing levels of knowledge and so that educators may develop their skills to 
the highest level. The Plan ()f Action that accompanies this Declaration defines t~e' 
objectives and goals we intend to achieve and the actions that will make them a reality. I;n 

, order to meet our goals within the agreed timeframes, we reaffirm our commitment to 
invest greater resourc(~S in this important area, and to encourage civil society to participate 
in developing education." " ': . I . 
The decisions adopted by our Ministers of Education at the Conference held in Merida, 
Mexico; last February, reflect our desire to promote specific joint initiatives designed to 
improve access to education, with fairness, quality, relevancy, and effectiveness. In ord~r 
to consolidate and lend continuity to our decisions, we have instructed that anothe~ 

· Conference be held in Brasilia, Brazil, in July of this year. I 

Today, we direct our Ministers Responsible for Trade to begin negotiations for the FTAA, 
in accordance with the March 1998 Ministerial Declaration of San Jose. We reaffirm otlrr' 
determination to condude the negotiation of the FTAA no later than 2005, and to maRe 
concrete progress by the end of the century. The FTAA agreement will be balanced, 
comprehensive, WTO-consistent and constitute a single undertaking. 

I 
We note with satisfaction the preparatory work by the Ministers Responsible for Trade 
over the past three years which has strengthened our trade policies, fostered understandiqg 
of our economic objectives and facilitated dialogue among all participating countries. \\fe 
appreciate the significant contribution of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB:), 
the Organization of American States (OAS), and the United' Nations Economic 
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAG), acting as the Tripartite 
Committee.' . . ' ' . . I 
The FT AA negotiating process will be transparent, and take into account the differences 
in the levels of development and size of the economies in the Americas, in order to create 
the opportunities for the full participation by all countries. We encourage all segments bf 
civil society, to participate in and contribute to the process in a constructive manndr, 
through our respective mechanisms of dialogue and consultation and by presenting thdir 
views through the m{~chanism created in the FTAA negotiating process. We believe that 
economic integration, investment, and free .trade are key factors for raising standards bf 
living, improving the working conditions of the people of the Americas and better 
protecting the environment. These issues will be taken into account as we proceed with 
the economic integration process in, the Americas. I. 'I, 

The region has made significant advances in both monetary and fiscal policy as well as in 
price stability and liberalizing our economies. The volatility of capital markets viridicath 
our decision to strengthen banking supervision in. the Hemisphere and to establish 
regulations relating to d~sclosure and repO~ing of banking .in~ormation.. ... I, 

· The strength and meanmg of representative democracy he m the active partICIpatIOn of 
· individuals at all levels of civic life .. The democratic culture must encompass our entire 
population. We will strengthen education for democracy and promote the necessarY 
actions for governrhent institutions to become more participatory structures. We 
undertake to strengthen the capabilities of regional and local governments, when 
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appropriate, and to foster. more active' participation in civil society. 

Respect for and promotion of human rights and the fundamental freedoms of a~l 

individuals is a primary concern of our governments . .In commemorating the fiftieth 

anniversary of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and tHe 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, we agree on the need to promote the ratificatiob. 

and implementation of the international agreements aimed at preserving them and to 

continue strengthening the pertinent national and international institutions. We agree' that 

a free press plays a fundamental role in this area and we reaffirm the importance bf 


· guaranteeing freedom of expression, information, and opinion. We commend the recdit 

appointment of a Spel~ial Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, within the framework 6f 

the Organization of American States. . . ..' . '.' I 

Confident that an independent, efficient, and effective administration of justice plays an 
essential role in the process of consolidating democracy, strengthens its institution~, 
guarantees the equality of all its citizens, and contributes to economic development, ,*e 
will enhance our policies relating to justice and encourage the reforms' necessary to 
promote legal and judicial cooperation. To that end, we will strengthen national entiti~s 
involved in the study of the administration of justice and expedite the establishment OD a 
hemispheric center for studies on this subject. 

We will 
. 

combat all forms 
. 

of discrimination in the Hemisphere. Equal rights and 
opportunities between men and women and the objective of ensuring active participatibn 
ofwomen in all areas ofnational endeavor are priority tasks. We will continue to promote 
the full integration of indigenous populations and other vulnerable groups into politic~l 
and economic life, with due respect for the characteristics and expressions that affiqu
their cultural identity. We will make a special effort to guarantee the human rights .Qf all 
migrants, including migrant workers and their families.. , ' .1 

Overcoming poverty continues to . be the greatest challenge confronted. by our 
Hemisphere. We are conscious that the positive growth shown in the Americas in pbt 
years has yet to resolve the problems of inequity and social exclusion. We are determine'd 
o remove t~e barriers that, deny the po~r access t? proper nutrition,. social .services,I a 
healthy envIronment; credit, and legal title to theIr property. 'We WIll proVIde grea~er 
support to miero and small enterprises, promote, core labor standards recognized- by the 

.. International Labor Organization (ILO), and use new technologies to improvecthe' hea~th 
conditions of every family in the Americas, with the . technical support of the 
Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), achieving greater levels of equity ahd 

· sustainable development.. .' . '. 1 

With. deep satisfaction, we note that peace, an essential value for h:uman cpexistence, is a 
reality in the Hemisphere. We underscore that Central America has become a zone lof 
peace, democracy, and development and we recognize efforts to eliminate antipersorm,el 
mines and to rehabilitate their victims. We will continue to foster confidence and security 
among our countries through such measures as those mentioned in the Santiago and shu 
Salvador Declarations on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures. We encoura'ge 

· the pacific settlement ofdisputes. . . . • I . 

We will lend new iI1l.petus to the struggle against corruption, money laundering, terrorism, 
weapons trafficking, and the drug' problem, including' illicit use, and work tpgether Ito 
ensure. that criminals do not find safe haven anywhere in the Hemisphere. We are 
. determined to persevere in this direction. '. . ) . 1 

In forging an alliance against drugs and'applying the Hemispheric Anti-Drug Str~tegy, we 

welcome the start of formal negotiations at the May 4 meeting of Inter-American Dtug 


· Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) tp be held in Washington within the framework/ of 

the Organization of American States (OAS), to establish an objective procedure for the 

multilateral evaluation of actions and cooperation to prevent and combat all aspects of the 
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drug problem and' rdated crimes, based on the principles of sovereignty, territorial 
'integrity of, States, shared responsibility, and with a comprehensive and balancea 

approach. . ' . , '. I 
We will strengthen national, hemispheric, and international' efforts aimed at 
environmental protection as a basis for sustainable development that provides humart 
beings a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature. The commitments 
undertaken at the, Miami Summit and the Summit on Sustainable Development held irt 
Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, provide a solid basis for strengthening our actions. Ais 
parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, weunderscote 
the importance of wo:rking together to further fulfillment of the agreement reached at tHe 
Conference in Kyoto, Japan, and to promote its ratification in out countries. Moreover, ~e 
will work closely to make preparations for a Conference of the Parties to be held in 
November of this year in Buenos Aires, Argentina.. ", , " I 

We acknowledge that the development of energy links between our countries and th'e 
intensification of trade in the energy sector strengthen and foster the integration of tHe 
Americas. Energy integration, based on competitive and transparent activities, and ip 
compliance with national conditions and objectives, contributes to the silstainab~e 
development of our nations and to the improvement of the quality of life of our people 

with mi~i~um im~act on the environment. .. ' " ' . ". '. .". I 
Recogmzmg the Importance of, and pOSItIve role played by hemisphenc mstItutIOns," 
particularly the Organization of American States' (OAS), we instruct our Ministers to 
examine the' strengthening and modernizing of these institutions. I 

We reaffirm our will to continue strengthening intra-hemispheric dialogue and 
cooperation within the fra.rnework of friendship and solidarity that inspires our nations.I' 

Done in Santiago, Chile, on this the 19th day of April, 1998, in the Spanish, French" 
English and Portuguese languages. . 

Summit Home ISummit Mandates ISummit Calendar ISearch info. 

Entire contents © 1998 Organization of American States, Office of Summit Follow-Up 
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Second Summit of the Americas 
Santiago de Chile, Chile April 18-19, 1998 

The following document is the complete text of the Plan of Action signed by the Heads 
and GoveIllI1;1ent participating in the Second Summit of the Americas: 

1. EDUCATION: 

1. Education 

II. PRESERVING AND STRENGTHENING DEMOCRACY, JUSTICE AND HUMAN 
. RIGHTS: 

2. Democracy and Human Rights 

3 .. Education for Democracy 

4. 	 Civil Society 
5. 	 Migrant Workers . 
6. 	 Strengthening Municipal and Regional Administrations 
7. 	 Corruption 


- Financing ofElectoral Campaigns . 

8. 	 Prevention and Control of Illicit Consumption of and Traffic in Drugs and Psychotropic 

Substances and other Related Crimes 
9. Terrorism 

10. Building Confidence and Security Among States. 
11. Strengthening of Justice Systems and Judiciaries 
12. Modernization of the State in Labor Matters 

III. ECONOMIC INTEGRATION AND FREE TRADE: 

13. Fre~ Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) 
14. Strengthening. Modernizing .and Integrating Financial Markets 
15. Science and Technology . 
16. Regiona1 Energy Cooperation 
17. Hemispheric Infrastructure 

a. 	 Generalllnfrastructure 
b. Transportation 
c. 	 Telecommunications 

IV. ERADICATION OF POVERTY AND DISCRIMINATION: 

18. Fostering the Development of Micro, Small and Medium Size Enterprises 
19. istration 
20. H logies 
21. Women 
22. Basic Rights of Workers 
23. Indigenous Populations 
24. Hunger and M:llnutrition 
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25. Sustainable Development 
26. Cooperation 

V. SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS FOLLOW-UP: 

27. Summit of the Americas Follow-Up 

."-~----~-~- -~."-"- ~--"-'-"' ""-------~--..--'" "".. '"--" "-----1- ---. 
Plan of Action of the Second Summit of the Americas 

We, the democratically elected Heads of State and Government of the Americas, recognizing the 
need to make a collective effort that complements the actions being developed and executed at 
the national level to improve the economic well-being and the quality of life of our peoplbs, 
mindful of our commitment to the continued implementation of the Miami Plan of Actio~, 
affirm our resolute determination to carry out this Plan of Action, which cO,nstitutes a body of 

,concrete initiatives intended to promote the overall development of the countries of the I 
Hemisphere and ensme access to and improve the quality of education, promote and strengthen 
democracy and the respect for human rights, deepen economic integration and free trade kd 
eradicate poverty and discrimination. We have adopted this Plan of Action conscious that all the 
initiatives are inter-related and equally important to the attainment of our common endea{,or. 

I. EDUCATION: THE KEY TO PROGRESS 

The Hemisphere's commitment to education is reflected in the sweeping reform processes 
encompassing all levels ofeducational systems, and is based on broad consensus with reSpect to 
the problems confronting education and the shared commitment and effort of societies aSila 
whole to overcome thl~m. These processes are based on the principles of equity, quality, 
relevance and efficiency. Equity is defined as the creation of conditions that ensure that all 
people have the opportunity to receive quality education services, thereby significantly r~ducing 
the effects of inequalities based on socio-economic status, disability and ethnic, cultural ctnd 
gender discrimination. Quality implies the achievement of high levels of cognitive devel6pment, 
skills, capabilities and ethical.attitudes. Relevance is defined as the ability ofan educatiohal '. 
system to meet the needs:and aspirations of society as a whole, taking into account its so~ial, 

.cultural, ethnic and linguistic diversity. Lastly, efficiency is defined as the provision ofadequate 
resources, used optimally, in order to enhance educational achievemelfts. . . . .. 1' , 

Therefore, the Governments, fully recognizing and respecting national sovereignty and tHe 
responsibilities of the institutions ofour respective countries with regard to eaucation, reiterate 
the commitment of the Miami Summit to ensure, by the year 2010, universal access to arid 
completion ofquality primary education for 100 percent of chil4ren arid access for at leaSt 75 
percent of young people to quality secondary education, with increasing percentages·ofyburlg 
people who complete secondary education, and assume responsibility for providing the general 
population with opportunities for life-long learning. If these objectives are met, we are cqnfident 
that we will provide our people with the tools, skills and knowledge necessary for and suited to 
the development of capabilities that ensure better conditions ofcompetitiveness and prodhctivity 
required by modem economies, thus allowing Qur people to contribute as worthy citizens to their 
respective societies. . 

To achieve these obj.~ctives, Governments will: 

- Implement targeted ~md inter-sectoral educational policies, as necessary, and develop prpgrams 

.that focus specifically on groups at a disadvantage in the areas of education, functional il~iteracy 

and socio-economic conditions, with attention to women, minorities and vu,lnerable populations. 

Inter-sectoral programs in education, health and nutrition, as well as early childhood eduJational 

strategies, will be priorities, inasmuch as they contribute more directly to plans to combat 
poverty. 
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- Establish or strengthen national or subnational. and, wh~re applicable, subregional systems to 
evaluate the quality ofeducation, which permit assessment of the performance of variousI 
educational actors, innovations and factors associated with achievements in learning. To that 
end, information and national or subnational or, where applicable, subregional indicators iwill be 
made available that can be used to design, carry out and evaluate quality-improvement pr10grams 

, based on equity. Standards for reading and writing, mathematics and science shall receive 
special attention. AlsCl, where appropriate, criteria and methodologies for collecting data that 
permit comparison of some educational indicators across countries in the Hemisphere sh~ll be 
established. 

- Develop comprehensive programs to improve and increase the level of professionalism among 
. teachers and school administrators that combine pre-service and in-service training, expl<j>ring 
incentive mechanisms tied to updating their skills and to meeting such standards as may have 
been agreed upon. Higher education must collaborate in this endeavor through research ahd 
pedagogy, both of which should be.strengthened in orderto meet this goal. I. 
- Strengthen education management and institutional capacity at the national, regional, local and 
schoolleve~s, furtherin~, "Yhere appropriate, decentralization and. the prom~tion of betterl ~orms 
ofcommumty and famtly Involvement. Encourage the mass medIa to contribute to bolstenng 
efforts being made by educational systems. . ' I..' 

- Strengthen preparation, education and training for the world of work so that an increasing 
. number of workers can improve their standard of living and, together with employers, h~ve the 
opportunity to benefit from hemispheric integration. In this regard, consideration will belgiven to 
the adoption of new technology based on different options and alternatives, ranging from 
specific occupational training to strengthening general employability competencies. Spe~ial 
attention will also be paid to the establishment or strengthening of mechanisms that perrilit 
workers to obtain .certification ofjob-related competencies acquired through formal edudation 
and work experience. In order to confront changes in the labor market and to enhance I 
employability prospects, actions that take into account the, development of entrepreneurial skills 
will be included and will involve the different sectors and offer various options and alternatives. 

· - Establish or impr~ve, according to their internal legal framework, educational strategiel 
relevant to multiculhtral societies, so as to be able to shape, with the participation. of indigenous 
populations and migrants, models for bilingual and intercultural.basic education. Simila{ly, the 
content of basic education will have to be enhanced, together with respect and appreciation for 
the cultural diversity of peoples, as well as to expand the knowledge of the different languages 
spoken in the countries of the Hemisphere, where resources and possibilities permit. I .. 

- Develop, within and outside schools, with the assistance of families and other actors aJld social 
· organizations, educational strategies that foster the deyelopment of values, ;with special ~ttention 
to the inclusion of democratic principles, human rights, gender-related issues, peace, tolerance 
and respect for the environment and natural resources. ..' '. .' . I . 
- Promote access to ~U1d use of the most effective information and· communication technologies 
in education systems, with special emphasis on the use of computers, in combination with 

, . revised pedagogical methods and proper training for teachers in the use of these technol6gies. 
· Special attention shall be paid to the ethical imperative of including the most vulnerabld sectors. 
To that enc~, distance education programs shall be strength-ened and information networks 

· established.'" " I 
- Make efforts to increase the availability of teaching materials in collaboration with ·official 

institutions and, depending on th¥ specific conditions in each country, with the private Sector. 


- Seek to use technology to link schools and communities as a way of establishing ties ih the 
Hemisphere while encouraging the participation ofhigher education institutions that ha~e 
advantages in this field. , 

I 
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- Further scholarship ~md exch~ge programs for students, teachers, researchers ~d educ~tional 
administrators using different str~tegies, including institution-to-institution "ties, communications 
technology ~d internships which permit exposure to pedagogical ~d m~agement inno~ations . 
in the other countries of the Hemisphere. This will contribute to strerigthening the institutional 
capacity of Ministries or Departments of Education, decentralized administrative entities ~d 
centers of higher learning,· .• 

Funding, Horizontal Multilateral Cooperation Strategies ~d Follow-up 

We, the Heads of State ~d Government, recognizing the cardinal import~ce of education as a 
foundation for development, agree, in accord~ce with our respective legislative processJs, to 
promote allocation of the resources necessary for educational expenditure with a view to I . 
attaining greater levels of equity, quality, relev~ce ~d efficiency in the educational processes, 
emphasizing the optimal use of resources ~d a greater participation of qther social actor~. 

We also reaffirm our commitment to promote horizontal and multilateral cooperation in lhe ar.ea 
of education. To that lend, we: . 

- Instruct the Org~ization of American: States (OAS) ~d request the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB) ~d World Bank, together with the other national ~d multilateral 
technical ~d fin~cialcooperation agencies operating in the Hemisphere, to provide, within 
their respective areas of action, support for programs ~d initiatives that are consistent with the 
goals, objectives, ~d actions proposed in this Chapter of the PI~ of Action. To this endl the 
IDB is encouraged to work with member countries to subs~tially increa~e the share of new 
lending for primary and secondary. education, by more th~ doubling ,the qu~tity over ilie next 
three years, compared to the previous three years. We also request that the IDB establishla 
special regional fund for education in the Hemisphere, utilizing the existing resources ofj this 
institution. This fund would support efforts to raise educational st~dards ~d performance 
throughout the Region~ 'f 

: . 

- Instruct the OAS ~d request the IDB, the World Bank, ~d United Nations Economic. 
Commission on Latiri.-Americ~ ~d the Caribbe~ (ECLAC), among· other institutions, Ito use 
the mechanisms within their scope to develop ~d strengthen regional cooperation in areas such 
as dist~ce education, using, among other me~s, satellite technology; internships ~dd"ch~ge 
programs; the development ~d use of information technology for education; the updatirlg of 

. education statistics; ~d quality assessment, while striving to ensur~ that this cooperatiort is in 
keeping with the specific needs of each country, We recognize the role ~d interest in these 
efforts of specialized international org~izations, such as United Nations Education, Science~d 

. Cultural Org~ization (UNESCO), Likewise, we recognize the contributions of the privcite 
sector, phil~thropic foundations, ~d pertinent non-governmental org~izations. I 
- Instruct the OAS to foster, articulate arid facilitate, through ministerial meetings ~d other . 
mechanisms being developed by member States in the framework of the Inter-Americ~1 Council 
for Integral Developlnent (CIDI), collaboration ~d joint effort in the Hemisphere ~d, tp that 
end, to·convene, in consultation with the coordinating countries, technical consultation forums of 
the countries in the Hemisphere in order to contribute to the implementation of the com.t!nitments 
included in this Chapter of the PI~ of Action. 

- Entrust the Meeting of Ministers of Education, to be convened by the GAS within the 
framework of CIDI's Strategic PI~ for Partnership for Development, to be held in BraZil in July 
1998, with the development of ~ irriplementationpl~ for this educati~n illiti~tive. . I. ., " 
- Instruct .the OAS and request the IDB, World Bank, ECLAC, ~d other multIlateral InstItutIons 
"to report on the execution of this PI~ to the Government representativ~s responsible for review 
~d follow-up of the commitments of the Summit of the Americas. : I 
IL PRESERVING AND STRENGTHENING DEMOCRACY, JUSTICE AND HUM4N . 
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RIGHTS 

·The strengthening of democracy, justice and human rights is a vital hemispheric priority. lIn this 
Plan of Action, we endorse new initiatives designed to deepen our cOrrimitment to these ,I 
important principles. Specifically, we will intensify our efforts to promote democratic reforms at 
the regional and local level, protect the rights of migrant workers and their families, imprbve the 
capabilities of our justice systems and labor ministries to respond to the needs of our peoples, 
and encourage'a strong and active civil society. We further resolve to defend democracy against' 
the serious threats of corruption, terrorism, and illegal narcotics, and to promote peace anti 
security among our nations. Taken together, these measures consolidate our democratic g~ins, 
reaffirm our commitment to democratic institutions, and commit us to building a Hemisphere of 
shared values. 

Democracy and Human Rights 

Governments win: 

- Define and develop, with the participation of civil society, comprehens,ive policies aimed at . 
· promoti?g and protecting ~lll1!-an ri~hts at a d~I?estic level,. i~ accordance with !elev.ant I . 
mternatIOnal norms and pnnciples, mcorporatmg those pohcIes, where appropnate, mto ~atIOnal 
human rights plans and programs,as recommended by the World Conference of Vienna, 11993; 
and underscore as well the importance of promoting respect for the universally recognizetI . 
principles of international humanitarian .law. . . " .1 

- Guarantee that all individuals have the right to due process of law, including the presu~ptioI). 
of innocence and the right to trial within a reasonable period of time and the full respect for their 
constitutional and other legal rights. Governments will, in accordance with their legal I 
framework, adopt meclsures intended to ensure that no person awaiting trial shall be detained for 
a period longer than permitted by law, taking fully into account the rights of the accused,lthe 
protection of society, crime prevention, the promotion of respect for the law, the rights ofi 
victims and other rele'l!ant considerations. Governments will contii1Ue their efforts to imptove 
conditions of detentioltl and enhance human rights education for the respective officials irtvolved 
in the administrati,on ofjustice. . . . ' I' 

- Promote a review of their respective national legislation' in order to eliminate or amend those 
provisions which may lead to any type of discrimination, for any reason, in contraventiort of 
their international commitments. In particular, they will seek to attain legal equality betwben . 
men and women by the year 2002. In this context, priority should be given to the rights t6 equal 
treatment in the 'workplace, property, inheritance and child custody, as well as combating 
domestic violence. . '. , 
- Promote the adoption of legal, educational and social measures, as well as international 
cooperation, to comba.t the physical and sexual abuse of children, traffic :in minors, child 
prostitution and child exploitation in all its forms, including pornography. At the same.time, they 
will strengthen international cooperation through the implementation of a regional infonrtation 
system on affected children, based on national information systems, with the participatio~ of and 

· promotion by concerned international organizations, to analyze their condition and evaluate 
social policies to facilitate decision making in this sphere. . I 

- Promote the signature,ratification and accession to international human rights instruments to 
which they are not patty, as well as observe the provisions contained in the instruments t~ which 
they are party. . . 

Governments will also enhance cooperation with and support for the activities of the 
·Organization ofAmerican States (OAS) in order to: 

- Strengthen the inter-American human rights system through concrete iN.tiatives and measures 
which aim to reinforce its institutional structure and promote its links with national systetns and 

.5 



. regional entities that promote and protect human rights. In this context, Governments consider 
important the in.stit~tional strengthening ofthe Inter-American Human Rights Institute. I 

- Support. States that so request in the processes of promoting and consolidating democratic 
yalues; practices ~d institutions ~y strengthening the respective organspf the organizati6n, 
mcludmg the Umt for the PromotIOn of Democracy (UPD).· . . ..l- Strengthen the exercise of and respect fOI: all human rights and the con$olidation of democracy, 
including the fundamental right to freedom of expression and thought, through support fdr the 
activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in this field, in particular.the 
recently created Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. 

-:- Promote programs ofcooperation, through the use of advanced information technology and 
with the supportofthl~ international institutions that deal with administration ofjustice, in areas 
identified by the OAS Working Group on Democracy and Human Right,s, which include1 

• Training of police and correctional officers; II 

• Necessary steps to remedy inhumane cond~tions in prisons and reduce drastically the 
number of pre-trial detainees; and . I 

• Enhancing human rights education for judges, magistrates and other coUrt officials. 

Education for Democracy 

Governments will: 

- Include in educational programs, within the legal framework of each c~untry, objective~ and 
contents that develop democraticcultur.e at allievels,in order to teach indiyiduals ethical values,. 
a spirit of cooperation and integrity: To that end, the participation oftea~hers, families, students 
and outreach workers will be stepped up in their work related to conceptualizing and 
implementing the plans for shaping citizens imbued with democratic values. 

Civil. Society 

Governments will: 

- Promote, with the participation of civil society, the development of principles and 
recommendations for institutional frameworks to stimulate the formation of responsible and 
transparent, non-profit and other civil society organizations, including, where appropriate, 
programs for volunteers, and encourage, in accordance with national priorities, public I 
sector-civil society dialogue and partnerships in the areas that are considered pertinent in this 
Plan ofAction. In this context the Organization of American States (OAS) may serve as a forum 
for the exchange of experiences and information . 

. - In this process, draw upon existing initiatives that promote increased participation of civil . 
society in public issues, such as relevant successful experiences from the National Countils for 
Sustainable Development and the Inter-American Strategy for Public Participation, amohg 
others. As soon as possible, Governments will adopt work plans to implement legal and I 

. institutional frameworks based on the principles and recommendations in their respective 
countries. ". I . 
- Entrust the OAS to encourage support among Governmenis and civil society organizatio~s, and 
to promote appropriate programs to carry out this initiative, and request the Inter-Ameri9ari 
Development Bank (IDB) to develop and implement, along with interested States and other. 
inter-American institutions, hemispheric financial mechanisms specially devoted to the I 
implementation of programs oriented toward strengthening civil society and public participation 
mechanisms. . 

Migrant Workers 
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Governments will: 

- Reaffirm that the promotion and protection of human rights and the fundamental freedoms for 
all, without distinction by reasons of race, gender, language, nationality,or religion, is a priority 
for the international community and is the responsibility of every state. ' . 	 . 

- Comply with the applicable international human rights instruments and, consistent withlthe 
legal framework of each country, guarantee the human rights of all migrants, including migrant 
workers and their families. . . 	 I 

- Seek full compliance;: with, and protection of, the human rights of all migrants, including 
migrant workers, and their families, .and adopt effective measures, including the strengthening of 
public awareness, to prevent and eradicate violations of human rights and eliminate all fohns of 
discrimination against them, particularly racial discrimination, xenophobia: and related 
intolerance. . 

-Reaffirm the sovereign right ofeach State to formulate and apply its own legal framework and 
policies for migration, including the granting of permission to migrants to enter, stay, or Jxercise 
economic activity, in full conformity with applicable international instruments relating to human 
rights and in a spirit ofcooperation. 

- Seek full respect for, and compliance with, the 1963 Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, 
especially as it relates to the right of nationals, regardless of their immigration status, to 
communicate with a consular officer of their own State in case of detention. 

- Protect the rights ofall migrant workers and their families, consistent with each country!' s 
internal legal framework, by taking steps, in case they do not exist, to: 1) provide,.Jvith respect to 
working conditions, the same legal protection as for n~tional workers; 2) facilitate, as I 
appropriate, the paymentof full wages owed when the worker has returned to hislher country, 
and allow them to arrange the transfer of their personal effects; 3) recognize the rights ofl . 
citizenship and nationality of the children ofa11 migrant workers who may be entitled to such 
rights, and any other right~ they may have in each country; 4) encourage the negotiation of 

. bilatenll or multilateral agreements, regarding the remission of social security benefits aCCrued 
by migrant workers; 5) protect all migrant workers and their families, through law enforcement 

. 	 and information campaigns, from becoming victims of exploitation and abuse from alien I 
smuggling; 6) prevent abuse and mistreatment of all migrant workers by' employers or any 
authorities entrusted with the enforcement of migration policies and border.:':control; and 71) 
encourage and promote respect for the cultural identity of all migrants. I 

-
- SUPP'?rt the acth:ities of th~ Inter-American Co~issiC!~ on Hllf!1an Rights with regard ~o. the 
protectIOn of the nghts of mIgrant workers and theIr famIhes, partIcularly through the SpeCIal 
Rapporteur for Migrant Workers. 

Strengthening Munidpal and Regional Administrations 

Governments will: 

- Within their legal framework and within a reasonable time, establish or strengthen mecnanisms 
for the participation ofgroups of society in the process oflocal and other subnational 

. decision-making, such as open public hearings and public budget reviews, and promote 
transparency in local and other subnational Government finance operations. 

- In accordance with legislation at all levels, provide for financing options for local and olher 
subnational Governments, including groups of local Governments, such as through trans(ers of 
national revenue, access to private capital markets, and authority for raising revenue locally, in 
order to expand the delivery of quality services as well as provide for training opportunitibs to 
strengthen local and other subnational administrative capabilities. 
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- In accordance with circumstances and the legal framework of each country, study the pqssible 
transfer of additional national governmental functions to lodd and other suJ:mationallevels as 
well as the possibility for enhancing such authorities. . . '. I· . 
- Share their experieIl(:es and information from existing and future programs supported by . 
multilateral and bilateral cooperation institutions such as the Organization of American States 
(OAS), the Inter-American Development Bank (lDB) andthe World Barik, to facilitate tHe 
implementation of this initiative. 

Corruption 

Governments will: 

- Resolutely support the "Inter-American Program to Combat Corruption" and implement the . 
actions established the:rein, particularly the adoption of a strategy to achieve prompt ratifibation 
of the 1996 ,Inter-American Convention against Corruption; the drafting of codes of condhct for 
public officials, in accordance with respective legal frameworks, the study of the problem of 
laundering assets or proceeds derived from corruption, and the promotion of information 
campaigns on the ethical value~ that sustain the democratic system. 

- Sponsor in Chile a Symposium on Enhancing Probity in the Hemisphere to be held no later 
than August 1998, in order to consider, among other topics, the scope of the Inter-Ameriqan 
Convention against Corruption, and the implementation of the aforementioned program. They 
will also resolutely support the holding of workshops sponsored by the Organization of I . 
American States (OAS) to disseminate the provisions set forth in the Inter-American Convention 
against Corruption. . : 

- Foster within the OAS framework, and in accordance with the mandate set forth in the 
Inter-American Program to Combat Corruption, appropriate follow-up on the progress achieved 
under the Inter-American Convention against Corruption. .. . 1 

- Promote in. their domestic legislation the obligation for senior public officials, and those at . 
other levels when the law so establishes, to declare or disclose their personal assets and li~bilities 
to the appropriate agency. . . 1 

-Encourage the approval ofeffective and specific measures to combat all forms ofcorrup,tion, 
bribery, and related unlawful practices in commercial transactions, among others. 

Financing of Electoral Campaigns 

Governments will: 

- Propose the exchange of experiences that may be used as a support for each country so that, . 
according to their own realities and legal systems, they adopt or develop internal rules th~h 
regulate contributions to electoral campaigns and independent internal control mechanisms. 

. - Consider the proposals resulting from the Meeting of Government Rep~esentatives on I . 
Contributions to Electoral Campaigns, held in Caracas in February 1998:, .tihder the auspices of 

the ~AS. . . . . . . 1 . 

- Adopt or consider, as appropriate, measures to prevent financial contributions to electoral· ' 
campaigns derived from organized crime and drug trafficking. Similarly, they will promdte the 
adoption of measures designed to ensure transparency in the origin of all contributions. I . 
Prevention and ConCrol of Illicit Consumption of and Traffic in Dr~gs and Psychotropic 
Substances and othejr Related Crimes 
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Governmepts will: 

- Continue to· develop their national and multilateral efforts in order to achieve full application of 
the Hemispheric Anti··Drug Strategy, and will strengthen this alliance~ based on the princ~ples of 
respect for the sovereignty and territorial jurisdiction of the States, reciprocity, shared ,. 
responsibility ~d ail integrated, balanced approach in conformity with their domestic lars, 

- With the intention of strengthening mutual confidence, dialogue and hemispheric cooperation . 
and on the basis of the aforementioned principles, develop, within the framework of the I 
Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD-OAS), a singular and objective 
process of multilateral governmental evaluation in order to monitor the progress of their I 
individual andcollective efforts in the Hemisphereand ofall the countries parti~ipating iJn the 
Summit, in dealing with the diverse manifestatipns of the problem. . 

- Strengthen n;:ltionalefforts and international cooperation in order to: 

· Enhance their national policies and plans with regard to the prevention of illicit drug 
consumption, and step up measures, particularly at the community level', in schools and those 
aimed at the most vulnerable groups, such as children and young people, in order to prev,ent the 
growth and spread of this consumption and to eliminate financial incentives to illicit trafficking; 

· Develop appropriate: treatment, r~habilitation and reintegration programs .~ith a view td . 
alleviating the' serious social effects, human suffering and other adverse effects associatetl with 

drug abuse; : '.' . . ....'... . . I 
.. Increase cooperatiort m areas such as the collectlOn and analYSIS of data, standardlzatlOll of 
systems that measure illiCit consumption, scientific and technical training and exchange bf 
experiences; 

· Develop or encourage the development of campaigns to foster greater social awareness of the 
dangers of drug abuse for individuals, the family and society as well as 'community participation 

. ~~:itize public opinion as to the serious effects of drug abuse and thi activities ofCrilina, 
organizations 'that deal with them, including at the wholesale and retail level; . I 

· Improve andupcIate cooperative mechanisms to prosecute and extradite individuals charged 
with the traffi~ in narcotics and psych<;>tropic substances and other related crimes, in accbrdance 
with internati?~al agreements, constitutional requirements, and national laws; I 

· Establish or strengthen existing, duly trained and equipped specialized central units responsible 
for requesting', analyzing and exchanging among the competent State authorities information 
relating to the laundering of the proceeds, assets and instrumentalities used in criminal abtivities 
(also known ~s money laundering); . ' : <. I 
· Reinforce international and national control mechanisms to impede the illicit traffic ana 
diversion of c,hemical precursors; . 

: Promote the Irapid ratification and entry into force of the Inter-American 'Convention AJgainst 
the Illicit Production and Trafficking of Firearms; promote the approval and prompt app'lication 
of the M.odel Regulations on the Control of Arms and Explosiv~s Connected with Drug I 

. Traffickmg of CICAD; encourage States, that have not already done so, to adopt the neqessary 
legislative or other measures to ensure effective international cooperation to prevent an4 combat 
illicit transna~ional traffic in firearms and ammunition, while establishing, or strengthening, 
systems toe~ance the tracing of firearms used in criminal activity; ~d . I 

· Eliminate illicit crops through the increased support ofnational alternative developmeNt 
programs as well as eradication and 'interdiction . 
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- Strengthen mitional drug control commissions, with a view to improving coordination in each 
country in the planning and implementation of their respective national plans and in strea'mlining 

international assistance in this ~ea.. . .' ..' '.. ' . '. I. 
- Underscore the valuable contnbutlOn of clvtlsoclety, through Its different orgamzatlOns, m the 
areas ofprevention of illicit consumption, treatment, rehabilitation, and social reintegratibn of 
drug addicts. I.I .",'. 

- Encourage financial institutions to redouble their efforts to ,prevent money laundering ru;td the 
appropriate business sectors to strengthen its controls to prevent the diversion of chemical 

pre~ursors. .'. . . .' .. 1 

- Give full support to the upcommg SpeCial SessIOn of the Umted NatIons General Assembly 
which will be held in June 1998 for the purpose of promoting international:,cooperation with 
respect to illicit drugs and related crimes and encourage all States to particip:~temctively, ht the 
~ighest level: in th~t intern~tional mee~ing. They will make ~very effort to ensur~ effecti~e, 
ImplementatIon of mtl~rnatlOnal narcotIcs agreements to which they have subscnbed, at regIOnal 
and subregionallevel~:, and for these to operate in consonance with the hemispheric effort and 
reaffirm their support for CICAD and its fundamental role in the implementation ofthes~ 

agreements. 


Terrorism 

Governments will: 

- Take measures, as agreed in the Declaration and Plan of Action of Lima, in order to pre;vent, 
combat and eliminate terrorism, applying for that purpose the most decisive will to comply with 
the general objectives set forth therein. ' . I 

. - Encourage States thathave not yet done so to sign, ratify, or accede to, as appropriate, tp.e 
international conventions related to terrorism, in accordance with their respective internal 
legislation. .: ' . . ' , '}, I 

- Convene, under the auspices of the Organization of American States (OAS), the Second 
Specialized Inter-Amt!rican.Conference to evaluate ,the progress attained and to define future 
courses of action for the prevention, combat and elimination of terrorism. 

·Building Confidence and Security Among States 

. Governments will: 

- Promote regional dialogue with a view to revitalizing and strengthening the institutions of the 
Inter-American system, taking into account the new political, economic, social and 
strategic-military factors in the Hemisphere and in its subRegions. To that end, they will seek to 
expand further a climate of confidence and security among the States of the Hemisphere. 1 . 

- Carry out, in the mrumer in which they are set forth, the measures and recommendations 
resulting from the Regional Conferences on Confidence and Security Building Measuresj held in 
November 1995, in S~mtiago, Chile, and in February 1998, in San Salvador, EI Salvador, under 
the auspices of the Organization of American States (OAS). . 

- Continue to support the efforts of small-island States to address their special security concerns, 
which are multidimensional in nature, and economic, financial, and environmental mattets, 
takin~ into account the vulnerability and level of development of these ~tates. 1 

- In furtherance of ef£)rts to transform the Western Hemisphere into an antipersonnel milJ,e-free 
zone, and in re'cognition of the contribution in this regard of the Convention on the Prohibition 
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: . 1 

of the Use, Stockpiling, Production, and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their 
Destruction, including its early entry into force, they will encourage actions and support 
international humanit,rrian demining efforts in this area, with the goal ofensuring that priority is 
given to mines that threaten civilians and ofensuring that Jand can be restored for producfive . 
purpose.. The latter will take place through effective regional and international cooperation and 
coordination, as requested by the affected Stat~s, to survey, mark, map, and remove mines; 
effective mine awareness for the civilian population and assistance to victims; and deve16pment 
'and deployme~t of neW mine detection and clearance technologies, as a~propriate. . I ' 

- Continue promoting transparency in matters related to defense policy, among other aspects, 
with regard to 'modernizing the Armed Forces, comparing military expenditure in the Region, 
and strengthening the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms. 

, 

- Increase cooperation with United Nations peacekeeping efforts. 

- Encourage the development ofcooperative programs to' deal with natural.disasters and 
humanitarian ~earch and rescue operations. 

- Pledge their efforts to ensure that the peaceful resolution of pending cqrrflicts and disputes is 
achieved through existing mechanisms for the peaceful settlement of disputes within the I 
Inter-American System and in keeping with international law and treaties in force, and express 
that said mechanisms and instruments should be strengthened. ,: '. . I 
- Acknowledg~ the value of ministerial or high-level meetings on the topics of international 

defense and security, such as the Defense Ministerials of Williamsburg and Bariloche, a~ an 

important contribution to regional dialogue on these matters, and, in this context, encour~ge 

interested countries to hold othe.r me<?tings. . . .. 


- Entrust the OAS, through the Committee on the Hemispheric Security, to: 
I . , 

· Follow up on and expand'topics relating to confidence and security bu~lding measures; 

· Analyze the meaning, scope, and implications of international security: concepts in the 
Hemisphere, with a view to developing the most appropriate common approaches by which to 
manage their various aspects, including disarmament and arms control; and . I . 
· Pinpoint ways to revitalize and strengthen the institutions of the Inter-American System related 
to ~he various ~spects ~f He~isPheric.Security.· . .. ." ....1· 
ThiS process Will culrmnate m a Special Conference on SecurIty, withm the framework of the 
OAS, to be held, at the latest, at the beginning of the next decade. ' .':,. 'I' 
- Support the cQnvening of a follow-up Regional Conference to the Santiago and San Salvador 
Regional Cqnferences on Confidence and Security Building Measures, to further build trtutual 

. confidence in ~he Americas. . . '" I '. 

The progress achieved in these matters will be reported to States, thereby ensuring appropriate 
follow..,up through the OAS, so that these topics may be discussed at the next Summit of the 

Americas: ' , 


Strengthening of Justice Systems and Judiciaries 

Governments winl: 

- Develop me9hanisms that permit easy and timely access to justice by all persons; with 
particular reference t(> persons with low' income, by adopting measures to enhance the 
transparency, efficiency and effectiveness of the courts. In this context, they will promote,: 
develop and integrate the use of alternative methods of conflictresolution, in the justice System. 
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- Strengthen, as appropriate, systems of criminal justice founded on the independence of the 
judiciary and the effectiveness of public prosecutors and defense counsels, recognizing tHe 
special importance of the introduction oforal proceedings in those countries that considet it 
necessary to i~plementthis reform. . . . . . .: ", I. 
- Step up efforts to combat organized crime, and transnational crime, and, if necessary, foster 
new laws and international conventions,' as well as procedures and mechanisms for contirtuing to 
combat these s~ourge8.· '. . . I' 
- Ada~t legislation and proceed, (,\s soon as possible, with necessary institutional reforms and 
measures to guarantee the comprehensive protection of the rights of children and youths to meet 
the obligations established under the United Nations Convention on the Right of the ChilU and 
other international instruments. I. . 
- Adopt as appropriatl:: a clear distinction between procedures and consequences of violations of 
criminal law and measures established to protect children and youths whose rights are t~eatened 
or violated, and will promote social and educational measures to rehabilitate young offenaers. 

- Foster the establishment and strengthening of specialized tribunals or ~ourts for familykatters, 
as appropriate,: and in accordance with their respective legal systems. : . I. . 
- Expedite the establishment of a justice studies center of the Americas, which will facilitate 
training ofjustice sector personnel, the exchange of information and other forms of tecImiical 
cooperation inthe Hemisphere, in response to particuhir requirements ofeach country. T~ this 
end, they request the Ministers of Justice or other competent authorities to analyze and define the 
most suitable actions for the organization and establishment for such a center. 

" 

- Promote, in accordance with the legislation of each country, mutual legal and judicial . 
assistance that is effective and responsive, particularly with respect to extraditions, requests for 
the delivery ofdocuments and other evidentiary materials, and other bihiteral or multilatdral 
exchanges in this fiel.d, such as. wi.tness p~otection ~angements. . ,I 
- Support the convenmg of perIOdIC meetmgs of MInIsters of JustIce and Attorneys General of 
th-e'Hemisphere within the framework of the Organization of American States (OAS). . . 

Modernization of th(~ State in Labor Matters 

Governments ,will: 

- Promote measures by their Ministries of Labor to provide high quality programs and assistance 
for workers and employers, placing emphasis on greater decentralization of their functiorts, the 

incorporation ofnew technologies, active labor market policies, better and more timely 

information regarding the labor market, and improvement of,safety and health conditions 
in the 
workplace. . ' ' . 

. - Give special attention to the incorporation of socially-disadvantaged groups into the workforce, 
including women, minorities, youth, the disabled and other vulnerable populations, and t6 the 
services offered by th~~ Ministries of Labor that take into consideration their special need~. At the 
same time, Governments will further strengthen their overall efforts, and coordination a.rrtong 
involved agencies, to address the issue of children at work. The Ministries of Labor will 
exchange experi~nces on best practices ih these areas. . 

- Take actions towards assuring that the Ministries of Labor have the necessary means to carry . 

. 
out this Plan of

'.
Action in areas within their jurisdiction. 

. . 

- Request the participation of the International Labor Organization (ILO), the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB) and the Organization of American States (OAS) to assist Labor 

, , 

I' 
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Ministries to support international activities and exchange information on modernization 
, methods and strategies. " 

I , 

III. ECONOMIC INTEGRATION AND FREE TRADE, 

A. Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) 


L We instruct our Ministers Responsible for Trade to take the followi~g actions: 


1. Initiate the negotiations for the Free Trade Area of the Americas(FTAA), in accordance with' 
the principles,objectives, structure, modalities and all other decisions as set out in the sab Jose 
Ministerial Declaration, by convening the Trade Negotiations Committee no later than JJne 30, 
1998, and the Negotiating Groups no later than September 30, 1998. 

2. Exercise the ultimate oversight and management of the negotiations. ' 

3. ~?hi~ve concrete progress in the negotiations by the year 2000 and agree on specific b1usiness 
facIhtatIOn measures to be adopted before the end of the century. 

. . . ! 
. . . ,. . 

4. Ensure that the negotiating process is transparent and takes'into accoUnt the differences in the 
levels ofdevelopment and size of the economies in the Americas, in order to create opportunities 
for the full participation of all countries, including the smaller economies. ,; ,I' 
5. Conduct the negotiations in such a manner as to build broad public understanding of and 
support for the FTAA, and to consider views on trade matters from different sectors of ok civil 
societies, such as business, labor, consumer, environmental and academic groups, presented to 
the committee of Government representatives established at the Fourth Meeting ofTrade 
Ministers in Costa Rica. ' ' 

II. We instruct pur Representatives in the institutions of the Tripartite Committee, in particular 
the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), to allocate appropriate existing resources {vithin 
those institutions to support the Administrative Secretariat for the FTA~ negotiations. I 

III. We urge the Tripartite Committee to continue to respond positively to,requests for technical 
'support from FTAA entities. We ask the three institutions to consider requests, for technical 
assistance, related to FTAA issues from member countries -in particular from,the smaller! 
economies in order to facilitate their integration to the FTAA process~ according to their 
respective procedures. 

B. Further Actions 
, 

In addition to initiating the negotiations for the FTAA, we have defined;a series of further 
actions which must be consistent with the FTAA negotiation, aimed at deepening the prdcess of 
economic integration, as well as to create opportunities for the full participation ofall cotmtries, 
includi~g d:e smaller ec~momies. We have prepare~ a series of proposals t~ advance the I. 

, modernIzation of finanCIal markets, programs of SCIence and technology, energy cooperatIOn, 
and hemispheric infrastructure, in particular in the fields of transportation and 
telecommunications. 

Strengthening, Modernizing and Integrating Financial Markets 
; 

GovernmentS will: 

- Strengthen banking supervision in the Hemisphere through: implementation of the Basle Core 
Principles for ,Effective Banking Supervision; training programs to strengthen supervisotlY 
capacity; and establishment of sound, high-quality reporting and disclosure standards fo~ banks, 
'and creation ofa W ol'king Group to assist countries in this process. ' : 

, , 
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- Improve banking and securities market clearance and settlement systems in the Hemisphere, in. 

order to facilitate the transparency, efficiency and security of internal and cross-border 

transactions." , . ' 


Science and Technology 

Governments will: 

- Recognize that sCience and technology are related to various areas and objectives of this Plan 
of Action within and beyond econ~mic integration, free trade and sustaiJ;t.able developmert. 

- Continue. implementi~g the Cartagena.Plap of Actio~, agreed to in .1 ~96, with emphasi~ on 

strengthemng the, capttCIty of the countnes In the HemIsphere to partIcIpate and benefit fflom the 

knowledge-based global economy, promoting, among other actions, the 'growth of the 

communications arid information industries as strategic components of national and regional 

integration pro,cesses. In the' context of the Cartagena Declaration, recognize the importartt role 

that existing regional institutions play in implementing this Plan of Action. I, 

- Apply science and tt:chnology to mitigate the damages caused by the effects of tiEl Nina" and 

other natural hazards, such as volcanic eruptions, hUrricanes, earthquakes, and floods, and their 

impact on the economy and ecosystems, based on improved forecasting, prevention and t.esponse 

capacity, improved research and training methods to deal with natural hazards, and the ,I 

application of science and technology to addres.s the effects of climate variability on health, ' 

agriculture and water. In this context, cooperative research and exchange of information ~bout 

"EI Nino" and other natural hazards will be emphasized. 


- Support the development and use of science, tecIniology and innovation indicators in 
fulfillment of the Cartagena Plan. 

\ 

- Promote actions to foster alliances among all sectors of society to advance cooperation and 

innovation in ~cience and technology. It is recognized that university-industry relations, tlraining 

in technology tnanagement and other human resource development programs, as well as I 

participation of small and medium-sized companies, are important elements for utilizing science 

and technology to achieve hemispheric objectives. 


Regional Energy Cooperation 
, 

In accordance with thl;: legal and constitutional rules of every State, as well as with the , 
commitments that our Governmerits assume in the context of the negotiations of the Freel Trade 
Area of the Atpericas (FTAA), in order to ensure sustainable energy development and further the 

, energy integration of the Hemisphere, 

Governments' will: 

- Promote policies and processes that facilitate the trade of products, goods and services related 
to the energy sector. 

- Give impetus to, in the shortest possible time, policies and processes that facilitate the 
development of infrastructure, including across international boundaries, to further the 
integration of energy markets. ' 

- Foster the creation and strengthening oftransparent and predictable regulatory systems, which 
take intoaccount the needs of the different p~ies involved~ ,"'... I .' 
- Promote legal, fiscal. and regulatory systems In orderto stlmulate local'and foreIgn pnvate 
investment in the energy sector in those areas permitted by respective Constitutions. 

,- Increase access of rural inhabitants to energy services. 
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- Support policies and. programs that will stimulate the development of renewable ,energy and 
energy efficiency. 

To support these actions, we will continue our cooperation efforts through the Hemispheric 
Energy Initiative. . . 

Climate Change 

Governmen'ts will: 

In light of their commitments in the United Nations Framework Convention,on Climate Change 
and the decisions made at the Third Conference of Parties in Kyoto, Japan;~aridjn view dfthe 
Fourth Conference ofPart~es to be held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in November,,1998:1 

- Encourage the Parties to work toward achieving the objectives. and goals of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change. , "I ' 

- Recognize the key role that technology plays in managing the environmental aspects related to 
energy, and encourage the exchange of technology, information and experiences, as well as share 
views on the Clean Development Mechanism. ' 

Hemispheric In(rastructure 

A. General Infrastructure 

, Governments will: 

- Charge the Inter-American Development Bank with the preparation ofa draft set ofvoluntary , 
principles to be adopted by each of the countries, to facilitate private sector participationl in local 
and transnational infrastructure projects, that can serve as abasis for bilateral and multilateral 
agreements, This draft: will be submitted to Governments not later than December 1998, ito be 
further discussed during a meeting of ministers responsible for infrastructure to be held in 1999. 

.. . 

B. Transportation 

Governments will: 

- Undertake the necessary actions to implement, to the fullest extent possible, and taking into 
account subregional sectoral agreements, decisions, and projects, the Joint Ministerial I 
Declaration of the Second Hemispheric Summit on Transportation, held inSantiago, Chile, in 
April 1996, aimed at: a) promoting market-oriented, integrated, financially viable, and I 
environmentally sustainable transportation systems and services, and b) providing safe, efficient, 
and reliable passenger and cargo services that foster the economic growth and developm'ent of 
our countries. , . '.' , , ,I . 
- Develop a plan aimed at ensuring the highest level of safety in air, sea and land transportation 

, systems, improving infrastructure and increasing environmental protection by improving 
compliance with international standards and recommended practices established, such as those' 
established by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)'and the International 

M~itime ,or~aniza~i()n (IMO)., . . . ' , ' . ' .1, 
.: Engage m dISCUSSIons to develop a cooperatIOn program, takmg mto account the SantI~go and 
San Salvador Declarations, of the Regional Conferences on Confidence ,and Security Building' 
Measures, which wOllld address maritime and air transport of nuclear and other hazardoas wastes 
and, where appropriate, work with the relevant international organizations to strengthen lor 

. develop standards governing the tran$port of such goods and its safety'l 
" 
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- Prepare a profile, with the cooperation of United Nations Economic Commission on 
Latin-American and the Caribbean (ECLAC), of regional transportation systems and sel\fices 
taking into account agreements, decisions, projects and studies already prepared by regional and 
hemispheric organizations. Such a profile will identify the main problems and opportunities 
faced by the countries in the Hemisphere as a first step toward establishing regional . I 
transportation priorities and policies, with respect to, among other things, the harmonization of· 
standards and the exchange of technology. ... :.. I 

- Seek, from international financial institutions, resources necessary to undertake, as soon as 
possible, transportation infrastructure projects in the Americas, including those which taRe into 

· account the specific needs of the smallest economies. . 

C. Telecommunications 

Governments will: 

.: Establish strategies to support the development and continuous updating of a regional 
telecomm~nications infrastructure plan~ taking into account national plans, the need for universal 
access to basic telecommunications services throughout the Region and ,the evolution of Global 
Information Society. 

- Work together in close cooperation with the private sector to rapidly build out the . 
telecommunications infrastructure in the Region, adopting strategies to make affordable access 
available to all for bru;ic telephone service and the INTERNET, such as implementing th6 
Inter-American Telecommunications Commission (CITEL) guidelines on·value added services 
and encouraging, the development of community information service· centers that provid~ access 
to basic telephone and value-added services, computers, the INTERNET and multimedial . 
services bearing in mind the\diverse needs of the countries of the Region and divergent l~vels of. 
development. ... .. ... I 
- Promote, in cooperation with the private sector, the exchange and distribution of information 
conce~ing regul~tory matters such as univer.sal acc~ss/~erVice, interconhectio~and the. I . 
estabhshment of Independent regulatory bodIes, takIng Into account the .commItments made In 
the World Trade Org,mization's Agreements on Trade in Basic Telecommunications SeIiices 
(the GBT Agreement), developments in the Free Trade Area of the Americas,process, an~ the 
Declaration and Plan of Action adopted by the 1996 Senior Telecommunications Officials . 
Meeting held in Washington D.C. with a view to developing, wherever possible, and sutjject to 
national constraints, best practice guidelines and requesting when needed the assistance 0f 
CITEL, regional telec:ommunications organizations, the International Telecommunicatiohs 
Union (ITU), the Inter-American Development Bank (lDB) and others as a~propriate. I 

- Foster, together with the private sector, the development of applications over electronic 
networks, such as the INTERNET, broadcast television and radio, that taking into accouttt . 

different socio-economic conditions.andlanguages, will support education,health, agrict.1ture 


· and sustainable rural development, electronic commerce and other applications assisting IsmaIl 

savers, Micro-enterprises and Small and Medium-size Enterprises (SMEs) and modernization of 
~~ .. . I 

- Encourage CITEL to address, with s~me urgency, studies of the standards coordination aspects 
ofthetelecoinmunica.tions infrastructure, including the areas ofTelecommunications I 
Management Network (TMN) and Intelligent Networks (IN) so that the network can evo'lve to 
meet the interconnection requirements and to support the implementation of new applications in 

· the regional context.. .. ... I 
- Continue to examine ways to develop consistent regulatory approache~ among member. 
countries leading to the promotion of greater commonality iri the certification processes for 
telecommunications t~quipment and to the establishment ofa framework and to move to~ard the 
negotiation and implt~mentation ofa Mutual Recognition Agreement(MRA) for . 
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telecommunications equipment encompassing all the countries of the R~gion. 

IV. ERADICATION OF POVERTY AND DISCRIMINATION 

Extreme poverty and discrimination continue to afflict the lives of many of our families and . 
impede their potential contribution to our nations' progress. To move toward a prosperou~ future 
for all, wt: will facilitate the pro,:ision of legal. title to u:ban and rural properties and. redopble our 
efforts to Increase access to credIt and to prOVIde techmcal support for n:llcroenterpnses, and. 
protect the basic rights of workers. We will remove all forms of discrimjnation against ~omen, 
indigenous communities, disadvantaged racial and .ethnic minorities, and other vulnerable 
groups. We will seek to enhance the quality of life of all people of the Americas throughlefforts. 
that ensure access to adequate health services, to improved health technologies, to clean water 
and proper nutrition. Taken together, these measures will facilitate the inclusion ofall 
inhabitants, without exception, in the economic and democratic transfori:nation of the . 
Hemisphere. . 

Fostering the Development of Micro, Small and Medium Size Enterprises' 

As a means to combat poverty and taking into account national differences, the Governments 
pledge to strengthen the development of micro, small and medium size enterprises by 
undertaking the following specific actions: . 

Governments will: 

- Ensure that a significant number of the 50 million micro, small and' medium size enterprises in 
the Hemisphere, whose. owners and workers are persons with low incomes, especially wbmen 
from these enterprises, have access to financial services by the year 200:0. 

- Design and implement programs, with the support of the Inter-Ameri~an Development Bank 
(IDB) and. United Nations Economic Commission on Latin-America and the Caribbean 
(ECLAC) and in coordination with the World Bank and other development cooperation 
agencies, that promote apprqpriate financial policy reforms that: accelerate the entry of 
formal-sector financial institutions into this market; support the development of institutions that 
work in the sector; aild eliminate impediments that limit the access of micro, small and medium 
size enterprises to financial services. . I. 

- Simplify and expedite the procedures for registration, obtaining licenses, complying with labor 
and tax regulations, and the formalization, where appropriate, of micro, small and mediclm size 
enterprises. , ..... . I 
- Support private-sectpr providers of non-financial services to enable thetp to expand access to 
new technologies and training for micro, small and medium size enterprises, which will lpermit . 
them to enhance thei:r competitiveness in national and global markets. : .. 1 

- Promote partnerships of micro, small, and medium size enterprises to allO,w them to take 
advantage of coopen:ltive assistance in doing business and in modernizing Dusiness manhgement. 

- Promote inter-institutional coordination by creating effective interchange mechanismslbetween 
national and local public institutions that support micro, small and me4ium size enterprises and 

'. facilitating their links with the private sector. . '. '. : 1 . . 

- Design national plans for the achievement of the actions previously defined and convoke a 
regional meeting of ministers or senior officials responsible for public policies to suppoh micro, 
small and medium size enterprises, for the purpose of exchanging information on those plans and 
thus improving the effectiveness ofsupport policies. To this end, the IDB, in cooperatio'n with 
ECLAC, will be asked to provide coordination for this meeting. 
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'- Request that regional organizations and Governnient, multilateral, and bilateral develo~ment 
agencies involved in the Region assist in policy reform and invest between US$400-$SOO 
million over the next three years in programs, including training and techniCal assistancel that· 
support the actions identified in this Plan of Action. 

Property Registration 
,. 

Governments will: 

- Streamline and decentralize, as necessary,.property registration procedUres by: adopting 
transp';ll"ent, simplified pr6ced':ll:e~ for titling and reg~stration; disseminating info~ation I 
regardmg these procedures; utlhzmg, whenever feasIble, state-of-the-:art technologIes fori 
property georeferencing,'computer-generated mapping and computerized records storage; 

. incorporating altemativedispute resolution mechanisms; and avoiding qvedapping 
administrative fees for titling and registration. 

, 

- Recommend that multilateral and bilateral cooperation institutions, especially the 
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the World Bank, strengthen their financial and 
technical assistance programs, including illformation exchange regarding experiences an:iong 
countries, to support simplified property registration procedures and to assure access for 'the poor 
to those systems. " . 

- In accord with national legal frameworks, implement.measures, where necessary, to pretect 
· rights accorded to indigenous populations, as well as information prognlms, if needed, t6 assure 
greater awareness of :lndigenous populations of their rights, in this re~pect 

Health Technologie!! 

Governments will: 

- Seek, through public and private efforts, or partnerships betwee~ tht;mi, to enhance the 
availability, access to, and quality of drugs and vaccines, especially for the most needy, by 
promoting efforts to safeguard the quality, rational selection and use, safety and efficacyi of 
pharmaceutical products, with special emphasis on vital and essential drugs; and by SUPlilorting 

· regional initiatives that by the year 2002 will facilitate research,development, production and 

utilization of vacciries, which will reduce the incidence of diseases, such ~~~~eumonia, 

meningitis, measles, rubella and mumps. 


- Strengthen and improve existing national and regional networks of health information and ' 
surveillance systems, so that stakeholders have access to data to address critical health i~sues in 
the Region, in order to make appropriate clinical and managerial decisions. They will address the 

, development, implementation and evaluation of needs-based health information system~ and . 
technology, including telecommunications, to support epidemiological surVeillance, the I 
operation and management of health services and programs, health education and promotion, 
telemedicine, computer networks and investment in new health technologies. . I 
- Develop initiatives designed to reduce deficits in access to and quality of drinking water, basic 
sanitation and solid waste management, with special emphasis in rural and poor urban ateas, by . 
applying existing technologies or developing new, appropriate and effective low-cost . 
technologies.' .i· 

- Make every effort to ensure that the necessary resources are allocated for the'development of 
· the lines ofaction of this Plan, with the technical support of the Pan American liealth I 
Organization (PARO). They also will promote bilateral and multilateral collaboration, and will 
request the Inter-American Development Bank (lDB), the·WorldBank; and other finandial and 
technical cooperation institutions to support the programs and activities included in this 
initiative, according to their own specific priorities and fields of action; 
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. - Develop mechanisms for evaluating the relevance, cost and efficacy of the technologies 
introduced to deal with these and other priority health problems. 

Women 

Governments will: 

- Strengthen and establish, where they do not exist, national mechanisms and governmental 
organs, as well as the respective regional and subregional networks iIi charge of promotit1ig legal 

, equality and equality of opportunities between women and men, focused on gender equitY, and 
provide them with adequate and timely financial resources to enable these entities to pro~ote, _ 
coordinate and carry out-the commitments undertaken by the States at the World Conference on 
Human Rights, the International Conference on Population and Development, the WorldlSummit 
on Social Development, the Summit of the Americas, the Fourth WorldConfereIice on Women, 
and the recent "Santiago Consensus" of the VII Regional Conference on Beijing FOllOW-Utip
(ECLACIUN). ' . 

- Examine the existing laws and their implementation in order to identify obstacles limiting the 
full participation of women in the political, economic, social and cultural life of our cOUlitries. 
Whenever necessary, promote reforms or create new laws to eliminate all forms of 
discrimination and violence against women and to guarantee the protection of children's rights. 

- Implement and follow up on the commitments regarding the status of women as agreed to at ' 
the Summit of the Americas, with the support of the Inter-American Commission on Wqmen 
(ICW), in collaboration with civil society, with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), 
the World Bank, United Nations Economic Comniission on Latin-America and the Caritibean 
(ECLAC), and other entities of international cooperation, using when appropriate the System of 
Indicators adopted by the countries of the Americas at Montelimar, Nicaragua. _ I 
- Promote policies designed to improve women's health conditions and the quality ofhealth 
services at every stage of their lives. 

Basic Rights of Workers 

Governments will: 
. i 

- Exchange informational'materials regarding their labor legislation, with the objective qf 
contributing to better mutual knowledge of such legislation as well as t9 promote core labor 
standards recognized by the International Labor Organization (ILO) -freedom of association; the 
right to organize and bargain collectively; the prohibition of forced labor; the eliminatio~ of all 
exploitative forms of child labo~; and non-discrimination in employment. Such information will 
also include references to the mechanisms and/or legal authorities of Ministries of Labor to 
implement core labot standards as a fundamental component of productive workplaces and 

_positive labor-management relations. _ _ _ : I 
- For these purposes carry out the exchanges by, anlong other means; furnishing informational 
materials on relevant changes to their labor legislation, mechanisms and/or legal authorities for 
implementation ofcore labor standards, and progress in the area of labor-management r~lations, 
to be provided at a meeting of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers':of Labor, to be held 
in 1998 and their other meetings, as appropriate, including with the assistance of the 
Organization ofAme:rican States (OAS), International Labor Organization (ILO) and 
Inter..:American Development Bank (IDB). ­

. - Further secure their observance and promotion of internationally recognized core laboF 
standards. In this context, they recognize the ILO as the competent body to set and deal1fwith 
these standards and support the ongoing work of the ILO with regard to exchanges of 
information and the negotiation of a new Declaration of Principles on Fundamental Rights of 
Workers and approptiate follow-up; believe that economic growth and development fostered by 
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increased trade and further trade liberalization contribute to the promotibn of these standards and 
should lead to higher levels ofemployment; similarly reject the use of labor standards for 
protectionist purposes, and, in this regard, note that the World Trade Organization (WTO) and 
ILO S~cretariats shall continue their collaboration. 

Indigenous Populations 

To promote greater participation of indigenous populations in society t4rough adequate access to 
education, health cart:, and occupational training, with the aim of improying their standatd of 
living, '. 

Governments will: 

- Support activities in the field of education aimed at improving the participation of indigenous 
populations and communities in society. Such activities would seek to strengthen the identity of 
indigenous populations. and promote respectful coexistence among different social grouRs in 
communities and States. ' I 
- Promote the widening of basic and secondary education services with training orientation, 

. mainly in Regions with high percentages of indigenous populations, through greater support 
from Governments and international cooperation, at the request of interested Governments, so 
that indigenous and non-indigenous populations have the opportunity to receive techniccll 
training and contribute tothe development of their countries. To the extent possible, the itraining 
areas which are implemented parallel to educational processes should respond to the needs of the 
Region and to productive strategies. I. 
- In cooperation with regional organizations, development institutions and NGOs, actively 
support and promote capacity building activities and productive projects, including agriqulture, 
handicrafts, small trade and industry and marketing. To the extent possible, these should be 
guid~d. and adminish::red. by indigenous populations. " ; . : . . I·. 
- FaCIlItate the organIzatIOn ofround-tables at the natIOnal and hemIsphenc level, In partnershIp 
with indigenous populations, with a view to promoting greater. understanding of and codperation 
in the areas of education and health, with a particular emphasis on women and children. I 
Governments will also promote research initiatives on the relationship between· indigenous 
population,. poverty and development' : ',' . I 

- Proceed with inter-governmental examination within the Organization ofA:merican. Sti,ttes 
(OAS) framework of the "Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples" 
prepared by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, with a view toward the possible 
adoption of a Declaration .. 

, I 

.' Hunger and Malnutrition , 

Governments will: 

- Give the highest priority to reducing infant malnutrition, concentra~ing efforts on health, 
nutrition and education programs for the nutrition of infants, particularly those less than Ithree, as 
those are the years of greatest vulnerability. To that end, emphasis shall be given to adequate 
nutrition and the conection of specific nutritional deficiencies, specifically with vitamin' and 
mineral supplements combined with greater use of vaccinations and im'munizations and 

. monitoring during the growth of the child . 

. - Give high priority to the nutritional and caloric needs of women before and during pregnancy , 
and while they are bteast-feeding. Governments therefore will promote breast-feeding as ail 
important source ofnutrition for babies. The nutritional needs ofother high risk groups such as. 
the elderly and the disabled will also be addressed . 
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- Continue, as far as possible, with the dialogue begun at the Inter-American Conference on 
Hunger, held in Buenos Aires in October 1996, and they will explore the application, in their 
respective jurisdictions of the measures suggested there, in particular the creation' of allirinces 
with the private sector to fight hunger and malnutrition, the creation offood,bank netwotks with 
volunteer participation and the creation of an Honorary Council dedicated to fostering adtivities 
to reach Summit objectives in this area: ' . 

Sustainable Development 

- We recognize the effort made by the Organization of American States (OAS) in terms (i)f . 
follow-up ofthe Sustainable Development Summit, and instruct it, thro\1gh the Inter-Al:n'erican 
Commission on Sust,linable Development, to continue coordination related to fulfillment of its 
mandates. We ask the: entities of the Inter-American System and the United Nations to 
strengthen cooperation related to implementation of the Santa Cruz Plan of Action. 

Cooperation 

- With the intention of achieving a greater impact in our national and collective efforts, we 
charge national. agencies and organizations responsible for international:cooperation witli 
supporting the preparation and implementation of programs and projects which flow froth the 

Plan ofAction..Moreover, we request the participation of the multilater~l cooperation 

institutions with the same objective. . 


SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS FOLLOW-UP 

- The Heads of State ,md Government will continue to meet periodically todeepen cooperation 
and understanding arrlong the cOU11,tries of the Americas, and, to that end, will strengthenl the 

, hemispheric institutional framework.. '. I 
- The Governments will bear primary responsibility for implementation of the mandates of the 
Summit. Th~ mechar:ism established by th~ir Fore~gn Minis~ers: called the "~~it . I 
ImplementatIOn ReVIew Group" (SIRG), wlll contmue functIOnmg under then munedlate 
authority. The National Summit Coordinators of the Foreign Ministries will guarantee rapid 
contact, through the appropriate channels, with all Government agencies involved in caniying out 
the mandates resulting from the. Summit meetings. : I .' 

- The SIRG will meefon a periodic basis (two or three times.a year) to monitor the follow-up 

process and assess tht: degree to which the Summit mandates have been fulfilled. Itwillfue 

chaired by the country holding the Summit and co-chaired by both the country that has niost 

recently served as host and the country that will serve as the next host (",troika"). Decisiohs will 

be adoptedby consensus. " . ..' , .1 '. 

, - Senior representatives of the Organization ofAmerican States (OAS), the Inter-American 
Development Bank (lOB), the Pan American Health Organization (P AHO), and the Unitbd 
Nati~ns Economic Commission on Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), will be i~lVited 
to support the Governments participating in theSIRG in order to follow up on the commitments , 
of the Summit and to achieve greater coordination and effectiveness of these institutions in 
performing thi~ task To that same end, a representative of the World Bank. will be invitetl. 

- The OAS Secretariat will be assigned responsibility for operating as a record-keeping. 
"mechanism (the institutional memory of the process) and for providing technical support to the 

SIRG. 


- In accordance with Summit decisions, international organizations will have responsibilities in 
implemen~ing this process and, as appropriate, according to Summit mandates, support will be 
provided by private s(:ctor organizations and civil society.' ,'" I 

- In the case of specific mandates that require the. convening of sectoral ministerials, these 
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meetings, when appropriate, will take place under the aegis of the OAS Inter-American <rouncil 
for Integral Development. Moreover, the OAS, IDB, PAHO, and ECLAC, as appropriatd, will 
lend technical support to the meetings, the results of which will be reported to the States rl hrough 
the 0 AS Secretariat. ' ' 

, , 
. , 

- The.8IRG will annually report on the progress achieved in the fulfillment of the Plan of Action' 
to the Foreign Ministt~rs, who will review this information on the occasion of the Regulat 
Session of the OAS General Assembly. '.' . : I ' 
- Under the guidance of the Foreign Ministers, the SIRG will make preparations for the next 
Summit, bearing in mind the contributions of the pertinent organs of the OAS and other 
international organizations involved. . 

Sumimit Home ISummit Mandates ISummit Calendar.1 Search rg.m..>,_,,,.,c., ',' 
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