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First Summit of the Americas
Miami, Florida December 9-11, 1994 '

The following document is the complete text of the Declaratlon of Prmcrples signed by the
Heads of State and Govemment part1c1pat1ng in the First Summit of the Amerlcas

Decl ion P inci Zles

Partnership for Development and Prosperlty Democracy, Free Trade and Sustamable
Development in the Americas

The elected Heads of State and Government of the Americas are committed to advance the
prosperity, democratic values and institutions, and security of our Hemisphere. For the first time
in history, the Americas are a community of democratic societies. Although faced with dlffermg
development challenges, the Americas are united in pursuing prosperity through open markets,
hemispheric integration, and sustainable development. We are determined to consolldate and
advance closer bonds of ceoperanon and to transform our aspirations into concrete reahtles

We reiterate our firm adherence to the principles of international law and the purposes and
principles enshrined in the United Nations Charter and in the Charter of the Organization of
American States (OAS), including the principles of the sovereign equality ‘'of states,
non-intervention, self-determination, and the peaceful resolution of disputes. We recogmze the
heterogeneity and diversity of our resources and cultures, just as we are convinced that we can
advance our shared mterests and .values by bulldmg strong partnershlps

To Preserve and Strengthen the Commumty of Democracies of the Amerlcas

The Charter of the OAS establishes that representatlve democracy is 1ndlspensable for the
stability, peace and development of the region. It is the sole political system which guarantees
respect for human rights and the rule of law; it safeguards cultural diversity, plurallsm respect
for the rights of mmontles and peace w1th1n and among nations. Democracy is based, among
other fundamentals, on free and transparent elections and includes the right of all. citizens to
parnmpate in govermnent Democracy and development remforce one another.

We reaffirm our commitment to preserve and strengthen our democratic systems for the benefit
of all people of the Hemisphere. We will work through the appropriate bodies of the OAS to
_strengthen democratic institutions and promote and defend -constitutional democrati¢ rule, in
- accordance with the OAS Charter. We endorse OAS efforts to enhance peace and the
democratic, social, and economic’ stab1hty of the region.
. ke : .

- We recognize that our people earnestly seek greater responsiveness ana efficiency |from our
respective governments. Democracy is strengthened by the modernization of the state, [including
reforms that streamline operations, reduce and simplify government rules and procedures, and

. make democratic institutions more transparent and accountable. Deeming it essential that justice
should be accessible in an efficient and expeditious way to all sectors of society, we afﬁrm that
an independent judiciary is a critical element of an effective legal system and lastmg democracy
Our ultimate -goal is to better meet. the needs of the population, éspecially the needs of women
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and the most vulnerabie groups, mcludmg 1nd1genous people the dlsabled children, the aged,
and minorities. , ; , :

Effective democracy requlres a comprehenswe attack on corruption as a factor of| social

disintegration and distortion of the economic system that undermines the legitimacy of political

institutions. . - . o \ : :
. - - . ’ N ’ i N

Recognizing the pernicious effects of organized crime and illegal narcotics on our economies,
“ethical values, public health, and the social fabric, we will join the battle against the
consumption, producnon trafﬁckmg and distribution of illegal drugs, as well as against money . . .
laundering and the illicit trafficking in arms and chemical precursors. We will also cooperate to
create viable alternative development strategies in those countries in which illicit crops are
grown. Cooperation slould be extended to international and national programs aimed at curblng

the producnon use and trafﬁckmg of illicit drugs and the rehabilitation of addicts.

[

We condemn terrorlsm in all its forms, and we will, usmg all legal means, combat terrorist acts -
anywhere in the Americas with unity and vigor. :
20 R . o W .

Recognizing the important contribution of individuals and associations in effective democratic
government and in the enhancement of cooperation among the people of the Hemisphere, we
will facilitate fuller participation of our people .in polmcal economic and social activity, in
“accordance with national legislation.

v To Promote Prosperity Through Economic Integration- and Free Trade

Our continued economic progress depends on sound economic policies, sustainable
development, and dynamic private sectors. A key to prosperity is trade without barriers, without
subsidies, without unfair practices, and with an increasing stream of productive 1nvestments ,
Ehmmatmg 1mped1ments to market access for goods and services among our countries will
foster our economic. growth. A growing world economy will also enhance our domestlc -
prosperity. Free trade and increased economic integration are key factors for raising standards of
living, improving the Workmg condltlons of people in the Americas and better protecting the.
environment. .

/We therefore resolve to begin immediately to construct the "Free Trade Area of the! Amemcas
(F TAA) in which barriers to trade and investment will be progressively eliminated. We further
resolve to conclude the negotiation of the "Free Trade Area of the Americas" no later than 2005,
and agree that concrete progress toward the attainment of this objective will be made’by the end
of this century. We recognize the progress that already has been realized through the umlateral
undertakings of each of our nations and the subregional trade arrangements in our Hemlsphere ‘
We will-build on existing subregional and bilateral arrangements in order to broaden and deepen
hemlsphenc economic integration and to bring the agreements together. - ‘
Aware that investment is the main engine for growth in the Hemisphere, we will encourage such -
investment by cooperating to build more open, transparent and integrated markets: In thlS regard,
- we are committed to create strengthened mechanisms that promote and protect the flow of :
productive investment in the Hemisphere, and- to promote the development and progresswe ‘
integration of capital markets. : \

To advanceweconomxc 1ntegrat10n and free trade, we will work, with cooperation and financing
from the private sector and international financial institutions, to create a hemispheric -
-infrastructure.. This process requires a cooperative effort in fields such as telecommunications,
energy and transportation, which will permit the efficient movement of the goods,| services,
capital, mformatlon and technology that are the foundatlons of prosperity. _ '

We recognize that despite the substantial progress in dealing with debt problems in the
Hemlsphere high foreign debt burdens still hinder the development of some of our coumries.
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'We recognize that economic integration and the creation of a free trade area will be complex

‘and individual capacities as well as to the international community to help us achieve-our goals.

~ Future Generations

- We will advance our social well-being and economic prosperity in-ways that are fully cognizant

' delay

endeavors, particularly in view of the wide differences in the levels of development and size of
economies existing in our Hemisphere. We will remain cognizant of these differences as we
work toward economic integration in the Hemisphere. We look to our own resources, mgenurty,

To Eradicate Poverty And Discrimination In Qur Hemisphere o

It is politically intolerable and morally unacceptable that some segments of our populations are
marginalized and do not share fully in the benefits of growth. With an aim of attaining greater
social justice for all our people, we pledge to work individually and collectively to improve
access to quality education and primary health care and to eradicate extreme poverty and
illiteracy. The fruits of democratic stability and economic growth must be accessible to all,
without discrimination by race, gender, national origin or religious affiliation. :

t

In observance of the International Decade of the World's Indigenous People, we w1ll focus our
energies on improving the exercise of democratic rights and the access to social servrces by
indigenous people and their communities.

Aware that w1dely shared prosperity contributes to hemispheric stablhty, lasting pe ace and
democracy, we acknowledge our common interest in creating employment opportunities that
improve the incomes, wages and working: conditions of all our people. We will invest 1n people
so that individuals throughout the Hemisphere have the opportunity to realize their full potential.

Strengthening the role of women in all aspects of political, social and economic hfe in our
countries is essential to reduce poverty and soc1a1 inequalities- and to enhance democracy and
sustainable development

To Guarantee Sustainable Development and Conserve Our Natural Envm)nment for .

Social progress and ¢conomic prosperity can be sustained only if our people live in a healthy
environment and our ecosystems and natural resources are managed carefully and responsibly.
To advance and implement the commitments made at the 1992 United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, held in Rio de Janeiro, and the 1994 Global Conference on the
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, held in Barbados, we wrll create
cooperative partnerships. to strengthen our capacity to prevent and control. pollutlon to protect .
ecosystems and use our biological resources on a sustainable basis, and. to encourage clean,
efficient and sustainable energy production and use. To benefit future generations through
environmental conservation, 1ncludmg the rational use of our ecosystems, natural resources and
biological heritage, we . will contmue to pursue technological, financial and other forms of
cooperation.

of our impact on the environment. We agree to support the Central American Alliance for
Sustainable Development, which seeks to strengthen those democracies by promotmg regional
economic and social prosperity and sound environmental management. In this context, we .
support the convening of other regional meetings on sustainable development. -

Our Declaration constitutes a comprehensive and mutually reinforcihg"set of commitments for
concrete results. In accord with the appended Plan of Action, and recognizing our| different
national capablhtles and- our different legal systems, we pledge to implement them without

We call upon the OAS and the Inter-American Development Bank to assist countrles in
implementing our pledges, drawing significantly upon the Pan American Health" Orgamzatlon
and the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Carlbbean as well as
sub-regional organizations for integration. ‘
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To give continuity to efforts fostering national political involvement, we will convene specific

high-level meetings to address, among others, topics such as trade and commerce, |capital
markets, labor, energy, educatlon transportation, telecommunications, counter-narcotics - and
other anti-crime initiatives, sustamable development, health, and science and technology. |.

To assure public engagement and commitment, we invite the cooperation and participation of the - -
private sector, labor; political parties, academic institutions and other non-governmental actors

“and organizations in both our national and regional efforts, thus strengthemng the partnershlp

between govemments and socwty

Our thlrty-four naticns- sha;re a fervent commitment to democratic practices, economic .
integration, and social justice. Our people are better able than ever to express their asplratlons'
and to learn from one another. The conditions for hemispheric cooperation are propltlous
Therefore, on behalf of all our people, in whose name we affix our signatures to this Declaration,
we seize this historic opporlmnty to create a Partnershlp for Development and Prosperlty in the

Amerlcas

Summit Home | Summit Mandates | Summit Calendar | Search fnfn,

Entire contéﬁts © 1998 Organization of American States, Office of Summit Follow-Up
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First Summit of the Americas
Miami, Flnrida December 9-11, 1994
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The following document is the ~complete text of the Plan of Action mgned by the Heads of; State

and Government participating in the First Summit of the Americas. *

Summit of the Americas Plali of Action

The heads of state and government participating in the 1994 Summit of the ‘Americas in Miami,
Florida, desirous of furthering the broad objectives set forth in their Declaration of Prmc1ples
and mindful of the need for practical progress on the vital tasks of enhancing democracy,
promoting development, achieving economic integration and free trade, improving the lives of
their people, and protecting the natural environment for future generatlons afﬁrm their
commitment to this Plan Of Actlon o b

Contents

. Pregervmg and Str engj;hemng the Commumty of Democrac1es of the Amerlcag

1. Strengthemng, Democracy : _ 3 s
2. Promoting and Protecting Human ngh o
3 Invigorating 3 “ocwty[Commumj;y artic pgg'gg o .
PromgL g Cultural Vglge , o
omb orruption_ , - x .
_@mb_atx_ng_ﬂ 1€ Problem of Illegal Drugs and Related Crimes: ‘ ‘ ‘
1. Eliminating the Threat of National and International Terrorism ; '
3 Building Mui Lugl Confidence : S '

IL Prgmgtmg Prggpe ity Thrgggh Ecgngmlc Intggratlgn ané Free Trade S

9. Free Trade in: the Americas

10. Capital Markets Development and legrahzatlon
11. Hemispheric Infrastructure

12. Energy Cooperation - o : R ¥ .
13. Telecommunications and Infgnnangn Infrastructure ' , |  ;

14. Cooperation in Science and Technology ' L e '
15. Tourism !

I, Eradicating Poverty and Discrimination in Qur Hemisphere :

: 16. Universal Access to Education - ' ‘ !
~17. Equitable Access to Basic Health Services ' : o
18. Strengthening the Role of Women in Society
19. Encouraging Microenterprises and Small Businesses -
20. White Helraets--Emergency and Development Corps - ) &
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'Encouragmg exchanges of election-related technologies and as51st1ng national electoral
“organizations, at the request of the interested state. -

H

A ﬁuarantecmg Sustainable Development Conserving Our Natura Environment fo
Generations ~ , : !

21. Partnergmp or Sus;tamab!e Energy Ugg : -
'22. Partnership for Biodiversity « ' : ' ;
23. Par_tnershlp Or Pollutlon Prevention , o

Appendl
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L PRESERVING AND STRENGTHENING THE COMMUNITY OF DEMOCRACIES (
THE AMERICAS

Go Back to Contents : o i

1. Strengthening Democracy
Go Back to Contents

OF

The strengthening, effective exercise and consolidation of democracy constitute the central
political priority of the Americas. The Organization of American States (OAS) is the pnnc1pal
hemispheric body for the defense of democratic values and institutions; among its essential

purposes is to promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect to the |
principle of non-intervention. The OAS has adopted multilateral procedures to address the
problems created when democratic order has been interrupted unconstitutionally. In order

- prevent such crises, the OAS needs to direct more effort toward the promotion of democratic
~values and practices and to the social and economic strengthenmg of already- establlshed

democratic regimes. :
H

Governments will: . - :

Give expedltlous consideration fo ratifying. the Cartagena de Indlas, Washington and Managua.

Protocols to the OAS Charter, if they have not already done so. }

Strengthen the dialogue among social groups and foster grass roots pamcmatlon in probl em-

solvmg at the local level. ;
Support efforts by the OAS to promote ‘democracy by: | : . l

i
H

Strengthening the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy so that it can provide assistance at the
request of the interested state on such matters as legislative and judicial processes, government

reforms (including administration of justice, technical modernization of national leglslatlv

bodies, simplification. of government regulations and promotion of pammpatlon by community
 organizations in local democracy), and other 1nst1tut10na.1 changes. ‘ !

Encouragmg opportunities for exchange of experiences among member states’ democrahc
institutions, particularly legislature-to- leglslature and judiciary-to-judiciary.

Fostering understanding, dlalogue and political reconciliation, at the request of the affec1 ed state

and bearmg in mind that national reconciliation comes from within. ‘ '

Requesting the OAS to promote and follow up on these commitments.

to

(&
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2. Promoting and Protecting Human Rights

i

Great progress has been made in the Hemisphere in the development of human rights concepts

and norms, but serious gaps in implementation remain.' While courts ultimately have the’
. responsrbrhty for enforcing legal rights and obligations, reforms in other institutions are needed

to contribute to the further development of a climate of respect for human rights. There must also -

be universal access to justice and effective means to enforce basic rlghts A democracy is Judged '
by the rights enjoyed by 1ts least mﬂuentlal members. : *

i
<

Governments w1ll.

Give serious consideration to adherence to 1nternat10nal human rights instruments to whrch they
are not already party. ‘ . : :

Cooperate fully with all United Nations and inter-American human rights bodies.

Develop programs for the promotion and observance of human rights, including educational
programs to inform people of their legal ri ghts and their responsrblllty to respect the rrghts of
others. : .

Promote policies to ensure that women enjoy full and equal legal rights within their families and.
societies, and to ensure the removal of constraints to women's full pamclpatlon as voters;
candidates and elected and appomted ofﬁcrals .

Review and strengthen laws for the protectron of the rights of mmorrty groups and indi genous
people and communities to ensure freedom from discrimination, to guarantee full and equal
protection under the law, and to facilitate active civic participation. Support a process to review
and enhance the protection of indigenous rights in OAS member states and to develop promptly
an effectlve United Nations declaration on mdlgenous rights. , ,
Review national legisla tton affecting people with disabilities, as well as benefits and servrces for
them, and make any changes needed to facilitate the enjoyment by these individuals of the same .
rlghts and freedoms as other members of somety

Undertake all measures necessary to guarantee the rights of children, and, where they have not

already done so, give serious consideration to ratifying the United Natlons Conventlon on the
- Rights of the Chlld

‘ Guarantee the protectron of the human rights of all migrant workers and their families.

Take the necessary steps to remedy inhumane COl‘ldlthl’lS in prisons and to minimize the number
of pretrial detainees.

Review training curricula for law enforcement agents to ensure that they adequately cover proper
‘treatment of suspects and detainees as well as relations with the community. y

: Exchange experiences on protection of human rights at the national level and, where possible,

cooperate in the development of law enforcement and security force training or other progr ams
to reduce the potential for human rights violations.

Call on the OAS and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to establish or to remfo rce
programs, as appropriate, to support national proj ects for the promotlon and observance of ,
human rights in the Western Hemisphere. ,

I
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In order to promote cultural values govemments wﬂl

5. 'Combating Corruption

1

-Further strengthen the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-Amerl can

Court of Human Rights. .

3. Invigorating Society/Community Participation

Go Back to Contents - o , o o - i

A strong and diverse civil society, orgamzed in various ways.and sectors 1nclud1ng 1nd1v1duals

the private sector, labor, political parties, academics, and other non»govemmental actors; and
organizations, gives depth and durability to democracy Similarly, a vigorous democracy

- requires broad participation in public issues. Such activities should be carried out with complete
transparency and accountability, and to this end a proper legal and regulatory framework should
be established to include. the possibility of obtaining techmcal and ﬁnanmal support, mcludmg

from private sources. A o .
‘ i
i

Goveérnments will: E , ' o §

Review the regulatory framework forhon—gOvernrnental actors with a view to facilitating their

operations and promoting their ability to receive funds. This review will emphasize the

management and oversight of resources as well as transparency and the accountablhty to 'society

of said actors.

Take steps to improve the participation in social activities and initiatives of groups traditfionally

margmahzed mcludmg women, youth, indigenous people and the extremely poor. - '

Exchange progress. reports on activities in the civil society area at the 1996 Summit Confel ence

on Sustainable Development in Bolivia.

. Consider the development by the IDB of a new Civil Soc1ety Program to encourage respor sible

and accountable phllamhropy and civic engagement in pubhc policy issues. ,

!

3

4. Promoting Cultural Values

Go Baek to Contents

Cultural development is a fundamental and integral component of development in the Amerlcas
and has an inherent capablhty to enrich our societies and to generate greater understandmg :

among our countries.

Encourage more dynamuc relations among public and private msumtlons and ‘organizations,

including universities, museums, and centers of art and literature, as well as among individual =~
cultural actors. Such exchanges emphasme our cultural dwersnty, recognize the value of ¢ our local -

cultures and contribute to improving hemispheric understanding,.

Request that the OAS and IDB reinforce their plans and programs to facilitate these culturcll «
exchanges and the ﬂow of cultural and historical information within and among our nations.
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The problem of corruption is now an issue of serious interest not only in this Hemisphere, but in
all regions of the world. Corruption in both the public and private sectors weakens democrhcy
and undermines the legitimacy of governments and institutions. The modernization of the State,
including deregulation, privatization and the simplification of government procedures, reduces
the opportunities for corruption. All aspects of public administration in a democracy must be
transparent and open to public scrutiny.

Governments will: : ‘ :

Promote open discussion of the most significant problems facing government and develop
priorities for reforms needed to make government operations transparent and accountable.|

Ensure proper oversight of government functions by strengthening internal rnechamsms
- including investigative and.enforcement capacity with respect to acts of corruption, and:
facilitating public access to information necessary for meaningful outside review. ;

- Establish conflict of interest standards for public employees and effective measures agarnot illicit
enrichment, including stiff penalties for those who utilize their public position to beneﬁt private
interests.

Call on the governments of the world to adopt and enforce measures against bribery in all
financial or commercial transactions with the Hemisphere; toward this end, invite the OA'S to
establish liaison with the OECD Working Group on Bribery in International Business : :
Transactions. DN

Develop mechanisms of cooperation in the judicial and banking areas to mike p0331ble rapid and
effective response in the mternatronal investigation of corruption cases. .

Give priority to strengthemng government regulanons and procurement, tax collectlon the :
administration of justice and the electoral and legislative processes, utilizing the support of the
IDB and other international financial institutions where apprOpnate

Develop within the OAS, with due regard to applicable treaties and national leglslatlon a
hemispheric approach to acts of corruption in both the public and private sectors that would
include extradition arid prosecution of individuals so charged, through negotiation of a new
hemispheric agreement or new arrangements within existing frameworks for mtematronal

. cooperation. : i

6. Combating the Problem of Illegal Drugs and Related Crimes L i
| Go Back to Contents. |

The problems of illegal drug and related criminal activities pose grave threats to the socretles
free market economies, and democratic institutions of the Hemisphere. Drug use imposes
enormous social costs; drug money and income are net drains on economic growth; and drug
lords and criminal organizations endanger the security of our people through corruption,
intimidation, and violence. While drug trafficking continues to be a significant source of illegal
funds, the money laundering industry increasingly deals with the proceeds of all types of
criminal activity. Ar integrated and balanced approach that includes respect for natronal
sovereignty is essential to confront all aspects of these problems. For these reasons, aibroad
coordinated hemispheric strategy to reduce drug use and production, including new enforcement
methods that can disrupt drug trafficking and money laundering networks and prosecute those
engaged in such activities, is required. In this context, governments note the work of the 1992
San Antonio Summit, endorse the efforts of the Inter-Amerlcan Commission on Drug Abuse
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Control, and agree to work together to formulate a counter-narcotics strategy for the let
Century o . P
Governments will: ‘ \
Ratify the 1988 United Nations Convention Against the Illicit Traffic of Narcotics and
Psychotropic Substancc‘s and make it a criminal offense to launder the proceeds of all serlc us
crimes. ;

Enact legislation to permlt the freezing and forfeiture of the proceeds of money laundermgvand »
con31der the sharing of forfeited assets among governments 1

As agreed by ministers and represcntatives of Caribbean and Latin American governments in the
Kingston Declaration, November 5-6, 1992, implement the recommendations of the Carlbbean
Financial Action Task Force on Money Laundermg and work to adopt the Model Regulations of -
the Inter-American Comnmission on Drug Abuse Control (CICAD) o

. I
Encourage financial institutions to report large and susp1c1ous transactions to appropriate
authorities and develop effective procedures that would allow the collection of relevant
information from financial institutions.

Work individually and collectively to identify the region' s narcotics trafﬁckmg and money
laundering networks, prosecute their leaders, and seize assets derived from these cnmmal
activities.

Adopt programs to prevent and reduoe the demand for and the consumption of illicit drugs.

Adopt effective and environmentally-sound national strategies to prevent or reduce substantially
the cultivation and processing of crops used for the illegal drug trade, paying particular attention
to national and international support for development programs that create viable economic
alternatives to drug preduction.
!
Pay pamcular attention to'the control of precursor chemicals and support comprehenswe drug
- interdiction strategles :

Strengthen efforts to control firearms, ammumtion and explosives to avoid their diversion to
drug trafﬁckers and criminal organizations. :
Hold a workmg-level conference, to be followed by a ministerial conference, to study and|agree
on a coordinated hemispheric response, including consideration of an mter-American ] :

convention, to combat money laundering. ' |

-Convene a hemispheric-wide conference of donors including multilateral development banks
and UN agencies, to seek resources for alternative development programs aimed at curbmg the
production, traﬁickmg, and use of illicit drugs, and the rehabilitation of addicts.

Support the discussion the OAS has initiated with the European Union on measures to control
precursor chemicals.

Support the convening of a global counter-narcotics conference.

7. Eliminating the Threat of National and Internotional Terrorism
 Go Back to Contents

National and international terrorism constitute a systematic and deliberate violation of the rights

i
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~ guaranteeing law and order and maintaining confidence in government, both nationally and

. Promote bilateral and subregional agreements with the aim of prosecutingt:ermriéts and

V Support actions to encourage a reglona] dialogue to promote the strengthemng of mutual
confidence, preparing the way for a regional conference on conﬁdence-bulldmg measures in

9. Free Trade in the Americas’ - - !

W&siwyg://S/http://www.summit-atﬁericas.org/miamviplan.htm

of individuals and an assault on democracy itself. Recent attacks that some of our countries have

suffered have demonstrated the serious threat that terrorism poses to security in the Americas.

Actions by governments to combat and eliminate this threat are essential elements in

internationally. Within this context, those who sponsor terrorist acts or assist in their planmng or
execution through the abuse of dlplomatlc privileges and 1mmumt1es or other means w111 be held

responsible by the mternatlonal community..

Governments will:

penalizing terrorist activities within the context of the protection of human rights and
fundamental freedoms. :

Convene a special conf 'erence'of the OAS on the prevention of terrorism. i
3

governments, in accordance w1th mternanonal law and domestlc Ieglslatlon

8. Bulldmg Mutual Conﬁdence
' GoBack to Conten )

_ Reaffirm the 1mportanee of the extradition treaties ratified by the states of the Hemlsphere, and -
note that these treaties will be strictly complied with as an expression of the political w111 of

The expansion and consolidation of democracy in the Americas provide an* opportumty to build

upon the peaceful traditions and the cooperative.relationships that have prevailed among the
countries of the Western Hemisphere. Our aim is to strengthen the mutual confidence that ,
- contributes to the economic and soc1al integration of our peoples v :

Y

Governments w111

1995, which Chile has offered to host. g

i
%

II. PROMOTING PR OSPERITY THROUGH ECONOMIC INTEGRATION AND FREE
TRADE ‘ i

- Go Back to Contents

Go Back to Contents

1) While pursuing economic integration and free trade'in the Hemisphere, we reinfopee our
strong commitment to multilateral rules and disciplines. We endorse full and rapid
implementation of the Uruguay Round, active multilateral negotiations in the World Tr ade

o
i
0

Organization, bilateral and subreglonal trade agreements, and other trade arrangements that are
consistent with the provisions of the GATT/WTO and that do not raise barriers to other nations.

2) Extraordinary achievements have been made by countries of the Hemlsphere in trade

liberalization and subregional integration. Free trade and increased economic integration are key

1271372000 2:
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factors for sustainable development. This will be furthered as we strive to make our trade
liberalization and environmental policies mutually supportive, taking into account efforts
undertaken by the GATT/WTO and other international organizations. As economic integration
- in the Hemisphere proceeds, we will further secure the observance and promotion of worker
rights, as defined by appropriate international conventions. We will avoid disguised restrlctlons
on trade, in accordance w1th the GATT/WTO and other international obhgatlons :
3) We will strive to maximize market openness through high levels of discipline as we bulld
upon existing agreements in the Hemisphere. We also will strive for balanced and '
comprehensive agreements, including among others: tariffs and non-tariff barriers affecting trade
in goods and services; agriculture; subsidies; investment; intellectual property rights;
government procurement technical barriers to trade; safeguards rules of origin; antidumping
and countervailing duties; sanitary and phytosamtary standards and procedures; dispute.
resolution; and competition policy. : o

4) We recognize that decisions on trade agreements remain a sovereign right of each natlon In
addition, recognizing the importance of effective enforcement of international commitments,
each nation will take the necessary action, in accordance with its own legislation and proc’edures
to implement the agreements in the areas covered by this Plan of Action.

5) As we work to achieve the "Free Trade Area of the Americas,” opportunities such as technical
assistance will be provided to facilitate the integration of the smaller economies and increase
their level of development. L
Immedlate Acnon Agenda B

i
i

We direct our mlmstexs respon51ble for trade to take the followmg concrete initial steps o
achieve the "Free Trade Area of the Americas." ,

6) With the objective of ensuring full and complete dlscussmn among the partles to the: various
trade agreements in the Hemisphere, we direct that meetings be held under existing trade {and
investment fora. Members of these fora will determine areas of commonality and divergence in
the particular agreements under review and should consider the means of improving disciplines
among them and bringing them together. We further direct that members of these fora inform
ministers of the status of their discussions and make recommendations for achieving the "Free
Trade Area of the Americas.” !

7 Transparency in, and a clear understanding of, the subregional and bilateral agreements

-achieved to date among the nations in the Hemisphere are critical for advancing trade and
investment integration in the Americas. We will direct the OAS Special Committee on. Trade,
with the support of the IDB, ECLAC, and other specialized regional and subregional
organizations, to assist in the systematlzatlon of data in the region and to continue its work on ‘
studying economic integration arrangements in the Hemisphere, including brief comparanve ‘ N
descriptions of the obligations in each of the Hemisphere's existing trade agreements. We will
further direct the Special Committee on Trade to prepare a report of its work by June 1,995 for
the meeting of ministers.

-8) We direct our ministers responsible for trade to: (a) review the progress of work unde rtaken in
the fora noted in paragraphs 6 and 7; (b) provide guidance with respect to further work; and (c)
consider areas for immediate attention--such as customs facilitation and product testmg émd

" certification with a view to mutual recogmtlon agreements--that could be taken up in the
appropriate fora. ‘ i=

9) Therefore, today we launch the "Free Trade Area of the Americas" by initiating the £o llowmg

process. We will direct the OAS to a551st the host country in arranging the ministerial meetmgs

January 1995 Initiation of work programs and establishment of schedules in the fora
in paragraph 6 and in the Special Committee on Trade. ;

.'(‘J' s

g
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- 10. Capital Markets Development and Liberalization '

-cost of capital by enhancing investor and deposuor confidence.

Prepare, in cooperatlon with the Inter—Amencan Development Bank, a comprehensive llst

|

|
v June 1995 Meetmg of Ministers respon51ble for trade - l

|

-- prehmmary report on status of work in the for a descnbed in i
paragraph 6. N « , - 5

H

- preliminary Speciai Committee on Trade report.
- -- areas for 1mmedlate con31derat10n |
March 1996 Meetmg of Ministers resp0n51ble for trade.
~ -~ final report to ministers by the Special Committee on Trade. . | B
-- final repofts to ministers from the fera described in paragraph 6.

- timetable for further work.

Go Back to Cent

The avallablhty of capltal at competmve rates is essential to finance prlvate sector investm ent--a

vital ingredient in economic development. Developing, liberalizing and integrating financial

markets domestically and internationally, increasing transparency, and establishing sound,

comparable supervision and regulation of banking and securities markets will help to reduce the

Governments will: kL

i

Form a Committee on Hemispheric Financial Issues to examine steps to promote the

liberalization of capital movements and the progressive integration of capital markets, mcl-udmg,

national capital regulations in order to promote transparency and support the dlscussmns it
Committee on Hemispheric Financial Issues. :

Support the cooperative endeavors of the Association of Latin American and Caribbean Bank
“Supervisors and the Council of Securities Regulators of the Americas to provide sound ©

- if deemed appropriate, the negotiation of common guidelines on capital movements that would
provide for their progressive liberalization. . :

of
n the

supervision and regulation that support the development and progressive integration of maerets.

-The Committee on Hemispheric Financial Issues should also review problems of debt in the
'Hemlsphere takmg account of ongoing work and drawing, as appropnate ona broad range of

expertise. 1

i
i

11. Hemispheric Infrastructure

Macld_@g&e_@ i

N

Develapment in thls Hermsphere depends on urgent mfrastructure measures, mcludmg the

priority allocation of financial resources, in accordance with national leglslatlon and with the
participation of both the pubhc and private sectors. Strengthenmg the flow of private productlve

vwysiwyg://S/hitp://wWw.sum'm'i't-americas.org/miamiplan.h m -
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‘Governments will‘

12. Energy Cooperation

-13. Telecommunications and Information Infrastructure

capital to economlcally and env1ronmenta11y sound projects has become increasingly vrtal to

countries throughout the Hemisphere as the growth of ofﬁ01al sources of capital has farled
keep pace with the area's needs. . t

I.

Charge multllateral development banks to work with governments and, as appropriate, prlv ate,

concerns, to develop mechanisms to deal wrth lending and investment issues. !

Draw on other reglonal and suh—reglonal experiences within the Hemlsphere to support
infrastructure development

Governments that so wish will develop suitable mechamsms including rnultllateral and: brlateral

commitments on regulatory and legal rules and practices, to encourage private investment,
domestic and foreign, in national and transboundary infrastructure projects. - o

ir

.
Go Back to Contents

The nations of the Hemisphere have begun a new era of economic growth. This new era is

on greater economic cooperation, freer trade, and open markets. Sustainable economic

development requires hemispheric cooperatton in the field of energy.

chernments will:

Convene a follow-up hemispheric officials' meetlng in the first semester of 1995 to encour

cooperation to study ways to develop the energy industry within the Hemisphere, consxstent with -

the least cost national energy strategies and the activities described in the "Partnershlp for
Sustainable Energy use" in the following areas: : :

§

Consideration of ways fo use the energy sector to promote sustainable economlc growth

N

Cooperation to study ways to optimize and facﬂrtate the ﬁnancrng mechamsms‘of internati

financial institutions to support the development of projects in the energy sector, espe(:lally

including those pertaining to the enhancement of efficiency in the use of energy and to -

Cooperatron to promote capttal investment and to foster the use of innovative. financial | |

mechanisms to increase investment in the energy sector and the enhancement of efﬁciency

use of energy and non-conventional renewable energy, in-accordance with each country's
legislation and developmental needs. : i

Promotion of the use of efficient and non-polluting energy technologies; ‘both conventioha
renewable, leading to a higher degree of knowledge and technical expertise in this area. :

Consideration of the enhancement of ongoing efforts to establish electric and other energy
facilities in accordance with domestic regulatory frameworks and, where approprlate unde
sub-regional agreements. .

Go Back to Contents
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. A country's 1nformat10n mfrastructure--telecommumcatlons mformatlon technology, and
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. The information infrastructure development needs in the Americas are immense. The
: governments of the Americas intend to meet these needs by engaging in multiple actions, where

~ Engage in ongoing discussions at the 1ntemat10nal level of the actlons referred to above and

facilitate trade, improve education and improve access to health care.

| region, and’ gromng tec lmology-based small and medium-sized enterprlses }' 1.

v ‘§1

broadcasting--is an essential component of pohtlcal economic, social and cultural development

consistent with their res.pectlve governing laws, such as: encouraging private sector 1nvestment .
to increase participation in the telecommunications and information infrastructure sectors;|
promoting competition; implementing flexible regulatory regimes; stimulating diversity | of .
content, including cultural and linguistic diversity; providing access to information networks for
service and information providers; and ensuring universal service, so that the benefits of the
information infrastructure will be avallable to all members of our societies., ‘

Govemments will:

endeavor to take those actions in their own countries, taking account of domestic condltlor s-and
circumstances. : : ‘

‘ Undertake efforts to make govemment information more pubhcly avallable via electromc means.

Review the avaxlablhty and 1nteroperab1hty of connections to 1ntemat1onal networks that

Encourage major universities, libraries, hospitals and government agenmes to have access to

-these networks, building on the work of the OAS Hemlsphere-Wlde Inter-Umversny Scientific |

and Technologlcal Informatlon Network. o , , g,

Via the OAS- Inter-Américan Telecommumcatlons Commission (CITEL), and in coordlnat'on'
with the sub-reglonal te lecommun1cat10ns organizations, develop and carry out a work program
to - ;i

: |
Evaluate regulatory, technical and legal means to promote liberalization, common standarcls,
interoperability of networks and compatible use of the radio spectrum.

Examine ways to promote greatér consistency of the cert1ﬁcat10n processes for !? '
telecommumcatlons equipment among member countries. - ,
i

r

Develop regional guidelines for the prov151on of mtematmnal value-added network servtces.

Support a meeting by 1996, coordmated by CITEL, of senior telecommumcatlons ofﬁc1als to
conduct further discussions of the above actions. I

14. Cooperation in Science and Technology

gioBecktoConxents L R o g

There is a need to re-assess the on-gomg mteractlon among the region's science and technc logy
(S&T) infrastructure and cooperative mechanisms; to provide impetus for improved cooperatlon

.to reduce barriers to collaboration; to augment the "demand for technology; and to dlssemmate

information about technological opportunities using new advances in information technology,
and generally to improve communications. among the key S&T organizations, researchers 1 in the

i
The commitment of the countries of the Americas to non-prohferatlon has gamed new ;[*
momentum with the acceptance of the international safeguard regime by some of our countrles
The outstanding progress achieved in this field is to be commended and should contrlbute to
enhanced opportunities for cooperation in the area of advanced goods and technologles il

tm
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Governments will: i
. Convene a meeting of ministers responsible for science and technology in the Hemisphére lwithin
the next year to assess progress and to promote the Bolivar Programme and the OAS Common
Market of Scientific and Technological Knowledge (MERCOCYT) program, to prov1de th
necessary support:to 1mprove scientific partnerships and technological ventures in the reglon
and to explore the possibility of establishing a councﬂ on science and technology.

Use existing multilateral mechanisms in the region to address a wide number of common S&T
interests, including enhanced professional technical training, development and lmplementatlon
of national policies and regional programs, dissemination and standardization of sciencé-and
technology (including metrology and other technical norms), environmental technology '
development, and more effective partnerships to promote learning and competitiveness. ;

Stimulate greater S&T interaction in the Hemisphere and support efforts already undertaken in
other fora, including the Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research,; and the : |
International Research Institute for Climate Prediction. Governments will serve to advance and
communicate new initiatives such as the Global Learning and Observations to Beneﬁt the

Env1ronment (GLOBE) program.

Confirm their interest in part1c1pat1ng in new initiatives driven by a demand from prwate sector
and non-government interests in technological opportunlues

Confirm their national commitments to share S&T mformatlon with others in the Hemlsphere in
accord with their respective Iaws and to expand cooperatlon in scientific and envxronmental
research.

15. Tourism

Go Back to Contents

Tourism is important to our economies and valuable in promotlng understandmg among‘t}‘e
people of the Americas.. . :

Governments will: 3 ‘ . ' : g

‘Undertake initiatives to stimulate tourism in the Hemisphere.

IIl. ERADICATING POVERTY AND DISCRIMINATION.IN OUR HEMISPHERE !

- Go Back to Con;mt - . E ' , }

-Large segments of society in our Hemisphere, particularly women minorities, the dlsablecl,
indigenous groups, refugees and displaced persons, have not been equlpped to participate fully in
economic life. Nearly one-half of the Hemlsphere s population still lives in poverty. Expanded
participation of the poor in the region's economies, access to productive resources, appropriate
support for social safety nets and increased human capital investments are important
mechanisms to help eradicate poverty. In pursuit of these objectives, we reaffirm our support for
the strategies contained within the "Commitment on a Partnership for Development and: Struggle
to Overcome Extreme Poverty" adopted by the OAS General Assembly .

" The World Summ1t for Social Development to be held in Copenhagen in March 1995, as well as
the United Nations World Conference on Women in Beljmg in September 1995, will provxde

120f22 o , s . I E 12/13/2000 2:56 PM
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- Urge the March 1995 World Summit for Social Development and the September 1995 Fourth
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- Universal literacy and access to education at all levels, without distinction by race, nationa

Increase access to and strengthen the quality of higher education and promote cooperation

Support strategies to overcome nutritional deficiencies of primary school chlldren in orde

efficiently.

E:

unique opportunities to define strategies to promote social mtegratron productive employment

and the eradication of pxovex*[y

R

16. Universal Access to Education

Go Back to Contents

origin or gender, are an indispensable basis for sustainable social and cultural developmen
economic growth and democratic stability. :

Governments will:

Guarantee universal access to quality primary education, working with public and private

—
¥

sectors

Wysiwyg:// 8/http://www.summit-émericas.org/miamiplan.h
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and non-governmental actors, and with the support of multinational institutions. In particular,
governments will seek to attain by the year 2010 a primary completion rate of 100 per cent and a
secondary enrollment rate of at least 75 per cent, and to prepare programs to eradlcate 1111teracy,

prevent truancy and improve human resources training.

Promote, with the support of international ﬁnancial institutions and the private sector, worker -

profess10nal training as well as adult education, incorporating efforts to make such educat
more relevant to the needs of the market and employers

Improve human resources trammg, and technical, professional and teacher training, which
vital for the enhancement of quality and equity of education within the Hemisphere.

among such institutions in producing the scientific and technological knowledge that is
necessary for sustainable development .

enhance their leammg ability.

Support decentrahzatlon including assurance of adequate financing and broad participation by
parents, educators, cormmunity leaders and government officials in education decision—ma‘king.

Review existing reglonal and hermspherlc training programs and make them more responsive to

current needs.

Create a hemispheric pa.rtnershlp, working through existing organizations, to prov1de a

consultative forum for governments, non-governmental actors, the business community, donors,

and international orgamzatlons to reform educational policies and focus resources more

World Conference on Women to address the issue of universal access to education.

17. Equitable Access to Basic Health Services A

- Go Back to Contents

k]

Despite impressive gains in the Hemisphere, limitations on health services access and quality
al poor

have resulted in persistently hlgh child and maternal mortahty, pamcularly among the rur;
and 1nd1genous groups.

I to

on

are
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- discussions, analys1s training and other activities to advance reform,; strengthens national

" endemic and communicable diseases as well as a program to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS,
and to identify sources of funding. »

_ improve their access to the basic resources needed for the full exercise of their fundamental

Governments will:

Endorse the maternal and child health objectlves of the 1990 World Surmmt for Children, the
1994 Naricio Accord and the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development

and reaffirm their commitment to reduce child mortality by one-third and maternal mortallty by
one-half from 1990 levels by the year 2000.

Endorse a basic package of clinical, preventive and public health services consistent with World
Health Organization, Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and World Bank l ‘
recommendations and with the Program of Action agreed to at the 1994 International Conference
on Population and Development. The package will address child, maternal and reproductlve
health interventions, including prenatal, delivery and postnatal care, family planning mformatlon
and services, and HIV/AIDS prevention, as well as immunizations and programs combatmg the.
other major causes of infant mortality. The plans and programs will be developed accordmg toa
mechanism to be dccrded upon by cach country

Develop or update country action plans or programs for reforms to achieve child, maternal and
reproductive health goals and ensure universal, non-discriminatory access to basic services,
including health education and preventive health care programs. The plans and programs will be
developed according to a mechanism to be decided upon by each country. Reforms would!
encompass essential community-based services for the poor, the disabled, and indigenous
groups; stronger public health infrastructure; alternative means of financing, managing an
providing services; quality assurance; and greater use of non-governmental actors and
organlzatlons

oy

Strengthen the ex1st1ng, Inter-American Network on Health Economlcs and Financing, whlch
serves as an international forum for sharing technical expertise, information and experrence to

focus on health reform efforts. The network gathers government officials, representatives of the
private sector, non-governmental institutions and actors, donors and scholats for policy

capabilities in this critical area; and fosters Hemisphere-wide cooperatlon

Convene a special meetmg of hemlsphcnc governments with interested donors and international
technical agencies to be hosted by the IDB, the World Bank and PAHO to establish the ,
framework for health reform mechanisms, to define PAHO's role in monitoring the regional ‘
implementation of colmtryr plans and programs, and to plan strengthenmg of the network,
including the cosponsors' contributions to it.

Take the oppominity of the annual PAHO Directing Council Meeting of Western I—Iemi’sphere
Ministers of Health; with participation of the IDB and donors, to develop a program to combat

Urge the March 1995 World Summit for Social Development and the September 1995 Fourth
World Conference on Womcn to address the issue of access to health services.

18. Strcngthening the Role of Women in Society

Go Back to Corntents

The strengthening of the role of women in society is of fundamental importance not only for
their own complete fulfillment within a framework of equality and fairness, but to achieve true
sustainable development. It is essential to strengthen policies and programs that improve jand
broaden the participation of women in all spheres of political, social, and economic life and that

wysiwyg://S/http:_//www'.sumnrit-americas.org/miamip]an.htm
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“component of sustamable and equltable development

‘management systems that will permit them to be more competitive in the global economy.

wysiwyg://8/http://www.summit-americas.org/miamiplan.htm.

nghts Attending to the needs of women means, to a great extent, contrlbutmg to the reduction of

poverty and social inequalities.
Governments will:

Recognize and give full respect for all rights of women as an essential condition for their
development as individuals and for the creation of a more just; united and peaceful society

that purpose, policies to ensure that women enjoy full legal and civil rlghts protection will be

promoted.

Include a gender focus in development planning and cooperation projects and promote the| .

For

fulfillment of women's potential, enhancing their productivity through education, training, |skill |

development and employment.

Promote the partlmpatlon of women in the decision-making process in all spheres of political,

soc1al and economic life. -
Undertake appropriate measures to address and reduce violence against women.

Adopt appropriate measures to improve women's ability to earn income beyond traditional
occupations, achieve economic self-reliance, and ensure women's equal access to the labor
market at all employment levels, the social secunty systems, the credlt system, and the
acqulsltlon of goods and land. - r

Cooperate fully with the recently- appomted Special Rapporteur on Violence: Agalnst Wom
Causes and Consequences, of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights.

Support and actrvely work to secure the success of the United Nations World Conference o
Women that wrll take place in Beijing in September 1995

en, its

n

Encourage as approprmte ratification and comphance with the International Conventxon on the

Further strengthen the Ifnter-Americ‘an Commission on Women.

Call upon regional and international financial and technical organizations to intensify their

programs in favor of women. Encourage the adoption of follow-up procedures on the national

and international measures included in thrs Plan of Action.

19. EncouragingMicroenterprises and Small Businesses
" Go Back to Contents

Microenterprises and small busmesses account for a large percentage of the employment of
poor, particularly women, and contribute a considerable percentage of the gross domestic
product of our countries. Strengthened support for microenterprises and small businesses is
Governments will:

Further pursue or initiate programs of deregulation and administrative simplification.

Increase efforts to enable enterprises to obtain information on appropriate technologies
(especially those that are environmentally sound), markets, processes, raw materials and

_Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women and the Inter-American Conventron
on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence Against Women.

f the
a key
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Develop programs of financial deregulation to reduce costs in credlt transactions and strengthen
the institutional capacity of the financial sector servicing microenterprises and small busingsses,
and encourage the active participation by multilateral and bilateral agencies,. development banks .
commercial banks and other intermediary credit orgamzatlons consistent w1th strict perfor'mance

standards.

Strengthen the institutions and pregrams that supply services and facilitate access to training and
technical assistance to make possible this sector's participation in the global economy through
export of its products and services.

Encourage cooperatlon among busmesses in this sector to enable them to benefit from the
advantages of economies of scale without losing their dlstmctlve characteristics.

Promote the strengthening of relations among the public, private and mixed (public/private)
institutions that support the microenterprise and small business sector through programs of
information, training, technical assistance, financing and association-building, enabling this
sector to thrive over the long term.

Recommend to the multilateral development organizations, especially the World Bank and the
IDB, the establishment or fortification of funds and other mechanisms to support:
mlcroenterpnses and small busmesses

20. White Helmets--Emergency and Development Corps
Go Back to Contents

- The "White Helmets Initiative" is based on the conviction that a concerted international effort of
developing and developed countries can facilitate the eradication of poverty and strengthen the
humanitarian rapid response capability of the international community to emergency
humanitarian, social and developmental needs

The countries of the Americas could pioneer this initiative through the creation of national corps
of volunteers that could respond to calls from other countries in the region. These national| corps
could eventually be pu at the disposal of the United Nations.

* Governments will on a voluntary basis:
Establish, organize and finance a corps of volunteers to work at the national level and, at the
same time, be at the disposal of other countries of the Hemisphere and, eventually, the Umted
Nations system on a stand-by basis, for prevention, relief, rehablhtatlon technical, social and
development cooperation, with the aim to reduce the effects of natural dlsasters social and
developmental needs and emergencies.

“Through the creation of a national corps'of volunteers, be responsible for the following:
Selection and training of its national volunteer corps;

Financing of its national corps of volunteers, enco’_uragingthe involvement of the private sector;
Preparedness to send specialized volunteers, on short notice and at the request of the United
Nations, to cope with situations generated by or to prevent the effects of natural disasters and . - -
humamtanan emergenues

Contribute to the formation of this corps and invite prwate enterprlses, foundations.and re cional
financial msntutlons todoso.

16 0f 22 o L - . 12/13/2000 2:56 PM
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' Contnbute to the development of an international roster of volunteers to be maintained in a
master plan in the United Nations to be drawn upon to complement the activities of ex1st1ng UN
mechanisms. The IDB, OAS, and PAHO should be invited to participate and assist in developing

21. Partnership for Sustainable Energy Use

Climate Change which entered into force on March 21, 1994.

- conditions of receiving countrles

thls corps.

wysiwyg:lfs/hnp:/x"www.summit—ame ricas.org/miamiplan.htm

IV. GUARANTEEING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND CONSERVING OUR
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

. Go Back to Contents

Go Back to Contents

o

energy development and use promote economic development and address environmental

concerns. Governments and the private sector should promote increased access to reliable, iclean,
and least cost energy services through activities and projects that meet economic, social, and
environmental requirements within the context of national sustainable development goals and

national legal frameworks.

Governments will:

Pursue, in accordance with national legislation, least cost nat10nal energy strategies that consider
all options, including energy efficiency, non-conventional renewable energy (i.e., solar, wind,

geothermal, small hydro, and biomass), and conventional energy resources.

Emphasize market-oriented pricing, which discourages wasteful energy use.

Identify for priority ﬁncmcing‘ and development at least one economicélly viable project in each

of the following areas: non-conventional renewable energy, energy efficiency;and clean
conventional energy. ,

Promote, in cooperation with the private sector and rural and isolated communities, rural

electrification programs which take into account where appropriate the utilization of renewable
energy sources, in accordance with the domestic regulatory framework. -

Seek to ratify and begin implementation of the provisions of the Framework Convention on

Encourage the World Bank and IDB to increase promptly and substantially, as a portlon ofi
energy lending, financing of projects in energy efficiency and renewable energy and ﬁnancmg to
improve the env1ronmental sustainability of conventlonal energy sources, 1n accordance with

economic rationality.

Call on the multilateral financial institutions and other public and private financial institutions to

finance regional and national programs in support of this action plan, such as training and
exchange programs as well as technology cooperation, in accordance w1th the needs and

Assist with coordination and techmcal cooperation between countries, using existing regional

organizations, including project identification and implementation, training programs, and
personnel and information exchanges to increase capacity.

12/13/2000 2:56 P
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* Convene a Sustainable Energy Symposium in the first half of 1995 to discuss follow—up

. experiences and discuss progress on implementing this action plan.

.Increase support of trammg and education initiatives addressing sustainable use of biodiver
" resources and foster activities by universities, non-governmental actors and organizations a

»

Promote the identification and implementation of private sector projects that-reduce greenhouse

gas emissions.

activities relative to this initiative. In the spirit of cooperation countries will share their

22. Partnership for Biodiversity |
Go Back to Contents

Our Hemisphere contains over half the world's biodiversity. To sustain the Hemisphere's social .
“and economic developraent, we.must intensify efforts to understand, assess, and. sustamably use

this living resource base. We must act now to increase the technical and management capac1ty

and public awareness of national and international efforts in this area. Agenda 21, the Convention -

on Biological Diversity, and other related international instruments recognize these needs and

call for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity resources.
Governments will:

Seek to ensure that strategies for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity are '

integrated into relevant economic development activities including forestry, agriculture, and

coastal zone management, taking into account the social dlmensmn and impact of these -
activities. ‘

Develop and 1mplement the policies, techniques, and programs to assess, conserve, and
sustainably use terrestrial, marine, and coastal biodiversity resources.

Seek to ratify the Convention on Biological Diversity and pursue opportunities for collabor.

under it, and, as appropriate, other international and regional environmental instruments. -

Support democratic governmental mechanisms to engage: public participation, particularly | '
including members of indigenous communities and other affected groups, in the development of

policy involving conservation and sustainable use of natural environments. The forms of th
participation should be defined by each individual country.

Develop national plans and programs to establish and strengthen the management of parks 'and
reserves, seeking links to economic, social, and ecolOgical beneﬁts for local people.

'Build capacity for the conservatlon and sustainable use of biodiversity, through programs on

management of parks and protected areas, forests and wetlands management, the Small Isla
Developing States Action Plan, the Coral Reef Initiative, CITES support projects, and the
Caribbean Reglonal Marine Pollution Action Plan, among others

Launch a "Decade of Discovery" to promote hemispheric technical and sc1ent1ﬁc cooperat1

and to facilitate the exchange of information relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of

biological diversity.

private sector to assist in the training of managers and to empower local communities.

Call on multilateral financial institutions, mcludlng the IDB and the Global Env1ronment
Facility, to support ehglble regional and natlonal projects. ’
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: problems and to promote pubhc participation and awareness.
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'Develop and implement national action plans to phase out lead in gasoline.

-

Discuss progress on implementation of natxonal and mternatlonal activities described above at.
the 1996 Summit Conference on Sustainable Development in Bolma, and at subsequent annual

sustamable development mlmsterlals

23. Partnership for Pollution Prevention

Go Back to Contents -

As recognized in Agenda 21, sound environmental management is an essentlal element of | -

sustainable development. Cooperatwe efforts are needed to develop or improves.in accordance
with national legislation and relevant international instruments: (1) frameworks for env1ronment

protection; and (2) mechanisms for implementing and enforcing environmental regulations.
achieve this goal, a new partnership will promote cooperative activities for developing

environmental policies, laws, and institutions; increasing technical capacity; promoting public

awareness and public participation; continuing to pursue technological, financial and other
of cooperation; and facilitating information exchange, including on environmentally sound

technologies. The activities of the partnership will build on and advance the 1mplementat10n of
international agreements and principles including those agreed to at the 1992 United Nations

Conferénce on Environment and Development and the 1994 Global Conference on the
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, in areas identified as prioritie
countries of the Hemisphere.

Governments will:

Strengthen and build technical and institutional capacity to address environmental priorities such
as pesticides, lead contamination, pollution prevention, risk reduction, waste and sanitation

issues, improved water and air quahty, access to safe drinking water, urban environmental

Strengthen national environmental protection frameworks and mechanisms:for.implementation.
and enforcement, and include sustainability criteria and objectives in nationalrand-other: |

development strategies.

Undertake national consultations to identify prlontles for possible mternatlonal collaboration.

Support democratic govemmental mechamsms to engage public partlmpatlon pamculaxly from
. members of indigenous and other affected communities, in the consideration of policies
regarding the environmental impact of development projects and the design and enforcement‘ of

environmental laws.

Convene a meeting of te chmcal experts, de51gnated by each interested country, to develop

framework for cooperative partnership, building on existing institutions and networks to identify

priority projects. These projects will initially focus on (1) the health and environmental pro

associated with the misuse of pesticides, and (2) the impacts of lead contamination from gasoline
and other sources. Subsequent activities could address waste, air, water quality, marine pollutlon
-from ships and other sources, and problems associated with urbanization.

Promote the participation of organizations, such as the IDB, MIF, the World Bank, PAHO, the
OAS, and non-governmental actors and organizations, as approprlate to finance, develop and

1mplement pnorlty projects.

Develop environmental policies and laws with the goal of ensuring that economlc mtegratn
the region occurs in an env1ronmentally sustainable manner.
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~ Establish mechanisms for cooperation among government agencies, including in the legal

The priméuy responsibility for implementing this Plan of Action falls to governmehts

-

enforcement areas, to facilitate environmental information exchange, technology cooperati
and capacity- bulldmg

Develop compatible environmental laws and regulations, at high levels of environmental
protection, and promote the implementation of intemational environmental agreements.

Discuss progress on implementation of international and national activities described above at -
the 1996 Summit Conference on Sustainable Development in Bolivia and at subsequent annual

sustainable development ministérials.

and
on

Appendix

| ‘Gg Back to Contents

individually and collect. wely, with participation of all elements of our civil societies.

Existing organizations or institutions are called upon to implement the package of initiatives that
has emerged from this Summit of the Americas. In many instances we have proposed that |

specific issues be examined by meetings of ministers, senior officials or experts. We are also
proposing that some of these initiatives be carried out in partnerships between the public and
private sector. Wanting to benefit from existing hemispheric mechanisms, and considering| the
various proposals included in this Plan of Action, we offer the following reconnnendations
which shall not 1mpede any government from approaching other institutions not cited herem as

appropriate.

I. Principal Initiatives in Which Iritemational Organizations and Institutions Will Be Involved

A) The OAS will have a paramount role in following up on the various decisions of this Summit

meeting. Regardmg the Plan of Actlon the OAS has a partleularly 1mportant supporting
connection with the following: :

*Strengthening Democracy

' -Promotmg and Protectmg Human R1ghts

20 of 22

: -Combatmg Corruption

°E‘hm1nat1ng the Threat of National and International Terrorism
«Building Mutual Confidence

*Free Trade in the Americas

-*Telecommunications and Information Infrastructure

The Action Plan also envisages roles for the OAS in the following areas:

*Promoting Cultural Values-

“+Combating the Problem of Illegal Drugs and Related Crimes

°Cooperat10n in Smence and Technology

«Strengthening the Role of Women in Society

role in

12/13/2000 2:56 PM-




_ Summit of the Americas Plan of Action - ‘ - ‘ wysiwyg://8/http://www.summit-americas.org/miamiplan.htm -

. *Combating Corruption

- II. High-Level Meetings

21 0f22

; -Partnershlp fcr Pollution Prevention

_*Promoting Cultural Values

~+Capital Markets Development and Liberalization |

- «White Helmets--Emergency and Development Corps

“assist in the implementation of the actlon items where appropriate.

-~

B) We call on the Inte r-Amencan Development Bank to support the activities spemﬁed in thls

Plan of Action. The policies agreed in the recently completed augmentation of its capit

replenishment of the Fund for Special Operations already move in the directions 1dent1ﬁed and
should receive special emphas1s The IDB has a particularly important role in connection with -

the following:

*Universal Access to Education

*Equitable- Access to Basic Health Servicés
*Encouraging Microem:erprises and Small Busine_sses
*Partnership for Sustainable Energy Use
*Partnership for Biodiversity

'Partnership for Pollution Prevention

In addition, the Action Plan env1sages roles for the IDB and 1ts afﬁhates in the followmg areas:

°Pr0motmg and Protecting Human nghts

sInvigorating Society/Community Participation
+Combating the Problem of Illegal Drugs and Related Crimes
«Free Trade in the Americas

*Hemispheric Infrastructure

*Cooperation in Science and Technology

C) Other international organizations, notably ECLAC and PAHO in the Hemisphere, as v
the World Bank and all agencies of the UN system active in the Hemisphere, are called u

The followmg high level meetmgs and conferences are called for to carry out the mandates

emanating from the Summit: -

*Summit Conference on Sustainable Development (Bolma 1996) w1th follow—on Annual
‘Ministerials . : :

*Ministerial Coﬁference on Combating Money Laundering (preceded by working level meeting)

“«Conference of Donors for Alternative Development Programs to Curb Narcotics Trafficking

al and

vell as
pon to
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«Global Counter-Narcotics Conferencc

-Sbecial OAS Conference on ComBating Terrorism

~*Regional Conference on Conﬁdence-Building Measures (Chile, 1995)'

. *Meetings of Ministefs Responsible for Trade (June 1995, March 1996)

*Meeting of Committee on Hemispherié Financial Issues

*Hemispheric Meeting on De\}elopment of Energy Industries (first semester 1995)

*Meeting of Ministers Responsible ’for Sciehce and Technology (1995)

*Meeting Between Governments and Donors/Technical Agencies to Establish Health Reform

‘Mechanisms

+Sustainable Energy Svympos.ium‘(ﬁrst half of 1995)

- HI. Initiatives in Which Public and Private Sec;toi' Partnerships Play an Ifnportént Role

«Strengthening Democracy .

+Promoting and Protecting Human Rights

~Invigofating Society/Community Participation

Promoting Cultural Values

*Combating Corruption

Hemispheric Infrastructure
+Cooperation in Science and Techndlogy

«Universal Access to Education

- «Equitable Accéssto Basic Health Services

*Encouraging Microenterprises and Small Businesses

*White Helmets--Emergency and Development Corps

220f22 .

éPartnership for Sustainable Energy Use
*Partnership for Biodiversity

Partnership for Pollution Prevention -

Summit Home | Summit Mandates | Summit Calendar | Search info.”

~ Entire contents © 1998 Ofganization of American States, Office of Summit Follow-Up
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
(San Jose, Costa Rica) -

For Immediate Release
May 8, 1997

' REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
. AT WELCOMING CEREMONY OF
' CENTRAL AMERICAN LEADERS SUMMIT

National Theater Plaza
- San Jose, Costa Rica

L

10: 27AM (L)

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you very much. President Figueres,
thank you for bringing us all together. And to my fellow leaders from
Central America and the Dominican Republic, thank you for cominlg. To
=4 all of you, to our distinguished guests, to all Ticos and all the people of
Central America, let me say, es realmente un nuevo dia. (Applause.

Less than a decade ago, much of the Americas was still dominated by
civil war, repression.and hopeless poverty. Today, we celebrate the
advance of peace, growing prosperity and freedom across our hemisphere.
And we honor the remarkable men and women of Central Americawho
helped to lead the way.

When the history of our region and our time is written, it will record your
courage and your strength in ending four decades of conﬂxct braving the
threat of bombs and bullets to cast ballots, embracing the challenge of -

economic reform; and opening the door to a new era of partnership lamong’
all our nations. -

President Figuerés, in that epic struggle, Costa Rica, this nation of
" brothers, has been a wise leader and set a powerful example. Wagmg
peace as tenaciously as others have waged war, Costa Rica has shown that
a country does not need an army to be strong. (Applause ) We thank Costa
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that to realize those possibilitiecs we must go forward together.

http://'www.whitehouse.gov/ W}IfNe“;/LAT/ 19970508-116

Rica and its leaders for building a v1brant democracy that takes care of its -
citizens and shoulders its responsibilities in the world.

Three years ago, our hemlsphere s'34 democracies met in Miami at the -
historic Summit of the Americas to secure the hard-won gains our natlons
have made, and to make them work for all our people. Today in San Jose,
in the first summit between the leaders of the United States, Central

- America and the Dominican Republic in almost three decades, we stand

before you united in our course determined to advance together to help the
daily lives of our people in better jobs, safer streets, c]eaner air, brighter
hopes for our children and their future. p
We are here to help Our economies grow, and to grow closer by opemng
our markets, protecting our workers and sharing more fairly the beneﬁts
of prosperity. We are here to give all our people the tools to succeed in the
global economy by making good education the blrthrlght of every citizen
of every country here. (Applause.)

We are here to strengthen our democracies by standing against the :
criminals, the drug traffickers, the smugglers who exploit open borders to
threaten open societies and we are here to protect our future by launchmg
new efforts to prevent pollutlon and protect our precxous natural -
environment. '

When President Kennedy came to Costa Rica more than three decades
ago; he said, "Every generation of the Americas has shaped new goals for
democracy to suit the demands of a new age. Our generation must meet'

that challenge, and we must do it together. We know that we must not be

just neighbors, but real partners, working together in a spirit of friendship,

equahty and mutual respect.”

My fellow citizens of the Amencas that is the partnership we have{come
here to build. Here in the heart of our hemisphere let us go forward|into a
bright new century full of unlimited possibilities for our young, knowing
Thank you (Applause.)

Preszdent Clinton's. Tour of Mexico. Costa Rica. and Barbados -
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THE WHITE HOUSE
. Office of the Press Secretary
(San Jose, Costa Rica)

For Immediate Réléase
May 8, 1997

PRESS CONFERENCE OF THE: PRESIDENT AND CENTRAL
. AMERICAN LEADERS '

National Theater San Jose, Costa Rica
1:20 P.M. (L)

PRESIDENT FIGUERES: Good afternoon, friends. I wish to express on
behalf of the heads of states and government of Central America and the
Dominican Republic how pleased we are with the results of the
extraordinary work session we have had this morning with Pre51dent
Clinton. It has been a very sincere dialogue, a very realistic dlalogue a
very human dialogue, and especially; a very friendly dialogue.

I would like to share w1th you four main conclusions which are the
outcome of our discussions and which are reflected in the joint declaration
which we have just signed. First of all, we've inaugurated a new phase a
new stage in the relations among our countries. We attach a very spemal
importance to this alliance. It reflects a new visional mood, a more
optimistic one, a more mature one, and a more proposmonal one. And it
“also demonstrates the existence of a shared agenda, the fundamental
objective of which is the well-being of our peoples through the
consolidation of economies which are more and more open and integrated.
And we have ratified this will. .

Secondly, we wish to emphasize the brotherly spirit, the friendship and
the understanding which have prevailed in our discussion of topics which
we knew were sensitive and complex. We have made a special effort to
reach agreemerits, to compromise and to understand the realities wh1ch
our governments face. Beyond those realities, we found a will to work
together and we have opened areas for this dlalogue to continue and for
our collectlve actlon -

Third, we underlined the importance of having maintained as a constant
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I especially wish to recogmze the contribution of women to the

concern of this Ameeti‘ng the social issues, the 1inp6rtance of which for

Latin America and for our region is more vital today than ever before We

" share a special concern with the more needy, a concern which reﬂects

solidarity, not charity, as a means to generate opportunities for productwe '
employment and to ensure the dlgnlﬁed life which our peoples demand.

developing of economic democracy and how urgent it is to guarantee

- non-discriminatory treatment for them in the workplaces, in politica] life
“andin social relations generally. All this should have a significant 1mpact o
in the 1mprovernent of the quality of life of the coming generations.

Fmally, we wish to stress the 31gn1ﬁcant role which environmental issues
continue to have on our agenda. We have deepened and expanded the
scope of the joint declaration of Central America and the United States
CONCAUSA, and in doing so, we have helped our region move even

further forward as one of those regions which are noted throughout the

world for their commitment to the rational use and intelligent use of our
national resources. In this regard, we can state that the decisions we] ve
adopted in this field in this declaration can be characterized as

“revolutionary at a hemispherical level.

An essential element to attain institutional stren'gthening and to ensure ,
good governance of our countries has to do with the possibility of

- expanding our markets and stimulating investments, which generate
- employment and improve the quality of life. I believe that with respect to

both topics -~ free trade and investment -- we have moved forward inan_

umpressive manner in attaining a better understandlng and in acceptance
that reciprocity should be the new byword in the estabhshment of all our

. dlscussmns

MODERATOR: Ladies and gentlemen, the President and the ane ‘
Minister of Belize and the Dominican Republic would like to make a
special mention to the democratic circumstance that prevails in all the
reg10n We are committed to strengthen and perfectmg it.

We are aware that, at the threshold of the 21st century, it is not enough to
guarantee access to free, fair and transparent elections for our citizens.
Threatened by formdable enemies such as narco trafficking and
organized crime, it is indispensable to fortify democratic 1nst1tut10ns and
to ensure ways in which civil society can participate more effectlvely in

the decision-making process.

onetheless, itis through the development of dynamic economies and
more equitable social structures that we will be able to fully grasp the
benefits of democratic governance. To this regard, we are. convmced that
one indispensable element to ensure such democratic governance has to

do with the possibility to expand our markets and, with it, stimulate

investments that generate employment and improve the quahty of life of
our populations.

Both issues -- trade and investment -- were positively reinforced during

- our meeting with President Clinton, and we would like to emphasuce our

satisfaction as the new criteria that will guide our next steps towards the

construction of free trade zones in the Americas.
f

In closing, let me emphasize the warmth of this meeting. You, Presi.dent )
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Clinton, with your insight and your thoughtfulness, have come to Central
: Amenca and with our friends from the Dominican Republic, have g‘wen a
new dlmensmn to our relations. We all came here with high expectatlons
We had the opportunity to share out thoughts, but express the feehngs of .
our hearts. And we all part full of optimism, ready to continue our work -
- work that is circumscribed by the need we all have to continue betterlng
the condmons of living of our people. Thank you very much. (Applause )

PRESIDENT CLINTON: President Figueres has given an excellent
statement. I will just make a few brief comments. First of all, I know I

" speak for all of us'who are guests hére in thanking thé Premdent aid the
people of Costa Rica for their warmth and hospltahty :

This is truly a new day for Central America. The transition from confhct
- to cooperation has changed the relationship among the Central American
- countries and between the United States and Central America. A decade
.ago, we focused on civil wars; now, together, we are fighting against
poverty and fighting for prosperity, stronger democracy and the
sustainable development of our precious resources.

It is this new reality, this new agenda that we share which brings usjhere
to San Jose for the first summit meeting between the leaders of the United
States, Central America and the Dominican Republic in 30 years. The
people of Central America have chosen peace and democracy. We must
-help them to prove' that they made the right choice, that democracy g
delivers.- :

Today, we agreed to an intensified ongoing dialogue between the United
States, Central America and the Dominican Republic to work together on
‘issues that will make a real difference to the lives of all of our people with
a high level follow-on structure to make sure that our commitments|are

realized.

Together we looked at ways to strengthen our democrames and to combat
the drugs, crime and corruption that threaten to undermine them, I'm
encouraged by the growing cooperation among Central American law
enforcement authorities, including the creation of a joint center for police
studies in El Salvador. To advance it further, the United States plans to
establish an international law enforcement academy in Latin America by
the end of this year, modeled on our successful academy in Budapest. We
also agreed to modernize extradition treaties and to apply them
vigorously. Those who commit a crime in one nation in our region ohould .
know that they will have no place to run and hide elsewhere in the r reglon

We took 1mportant steps to broaden thé beneﬁts of open and competmve
trade. Our trade with Central America exceeded $20 billion last year. That
is a 120-percent increase since 1990. This dramatic increase is the direct
result of the progress the nations of this region have made toward
improving their economies and opening their markets.

To identify concrete actions we can take to expand commerce even more,
and to explore ways to move toward our common goal of a free trade area
of the Americas by 2005, we created a ministerial level trade and
investment council.

The open skies agreement we signed today -- the first in our hemisphere --
are a powerful example of how we can move forward together. They will - -
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o increasingly global society.

'But to maintain that tradition and to do what is right by people who

- <mugg]mg, which is also a scourge to all of us.

- balance the need for firm controls against illegal immigration with

allow our air carriers greater freedom to increase passenger and cargo
services, to lower prices for travellers and shlppers and literally to bring
the Amencas closer together

T oday, we also agreed that our labor ministers w111 meet later this year to
exchange ideas on promoting respect for worker rights and i 1mprovmg
working conditions. And we discussed the issue of i 1mm1gratlon I'm

proud that the United States has a tradition of generous legal 1mm1grat10n ,
- Last year; over 900,000 people legally immigrated to the United States I
- will do what I can to preserve it because I believe America's diversity. is..

one of our greatest strengths as we move into a new century in.an

immigrate to the United States legally, it is also necessary that we be more
effective in stopping illegal immigration. Our new immigration law|is

designed to accomplish that objective. I appreciate the decision by several

Central American nations to criminalize the terrible practice of alien

1 do want you to know that enforcing our laws, I am determined to

common sense and compassion. Our country has greatly benefitted from"
the talents and the energies of Central Americans who came to our shores
because they were fleeing civil war. Today, the remarkable progress in
that region means that many can return home: But we want that to gccur
in a manner which avoids destabilizing the nations and the economies of
Central America, or creating enormous hardships for childrenand |
families. -

There will be no mass deportations and no targeting of Central Americans'

~ under this law. I am working with Congress to implement the new law so

that it does not produce these unintended results.

Finally, we explored ideas to make a good education the birthright of

- every child in this region We agreed that education should be a

centerpiece of next year's Summit of the Americas in Santiago, for which
today's summit is an important bulldmg block.

»This has been a full and a productive session. Again, let me thank my

colleagues for the passion and the depth of commitment they bring‘to this
enterprise, and to our shared vision for a new partnership between the

. United States and Central America on the brink of a new century Thank

you very much. (Applause.) -

Q Good afternoon. Thank you very much Mr. President. I have two
questions. For you, Mr. President Figueres, I'd like to know, within the -
declaration, in the chapter on strengthening democracy and good
governance, ['d like to know what should be understood in the paragraph
that says that we take on the commitment to update our extradrtrod treaty -
and apply it vigorously to make sure that criminals are taken to Justlce
where the effects of their crime are felt more severely. .

'If we are dealmg here with a paragraph that is somehow suggestmg for the .

future any possibility of extraditing our citizens -- that the Central
American contingency meet in order to be considered by your country to
be part of the free trade agreement and if so, if we are, after Chile, the .

http://www.whitehouse.gov/WH/New/LAT/19970509-14452 html
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 nextone

: PRESIDENT CLINTON: I was llstenlng -- you started talkmg in Spanish.
Q Okay, so here agaln My question is, (laughter) --

PRESIDENT CLINTON: It's been a long day. (Laughter.)

Q Thank you. What do you think the conditions that Central American ,
_countries should meet in order to be considered by your. country to be part . . . .
of the Free Trade Agreement, and if we do meet those requirements, are

we the next after Chile? Thank you.

PRESIDENT FIGUERES: The biggest -- is that respecting our »
constitutions and the independence of the branches of government in our
countries, the judiciary and the legislative. We will continue cooperating
in these areas which have to do with ensuring citizen security. And in
accordance with our responsibility as Presidents with respect to our
population, I think we should work out together combatting drug

. trafficking, money laundering and these modern scourges which haye
been developing in our soc1et1es and which can only cause harm to our
societies.

This is a reaffirmation of our will to continue working in that directiion,
with respect to our constitutions and to our legal provisions. We are all
states under the rule of law, fortunately.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: I would like to make one comment about! that
from the point of view of the United States. We do not believe that our
sovereignty is undermined by extraditing people through other countrles
as long as they follow the same rules with us, 50 that we both respect each
other's cr1m1nal justice system.

Now, let me answer your question. First of all, I believe the that nations of
Central America have already gone a long way toward becoming part of a -
free trade area by embracing democracy, open markets and committing
themselves to expanded trade, and committing themselves to 1nerea'smg
" international cooperation. After all, we have the President of the ‘

Inter-American Development Bank here; we have the Secretary General
of the OAS here. We are all working together more. We are comm1tted
already, the United States is, to working with all the nations that are here

" present to establish a free trade area of the Amerrcas by 2005, which i is not
so very far away. :

Now, in between now and then can we do more to have more rec1procal
open trade with the Central American countries? I believe we can and I
have agreed to two steps. The first is that we have set up a mrmsterlal
trade and investment council here, as a.result of this communique, to
identify what the next concrete steps are. But, before that, I have pr|oposed
in my budget an expansion of the Caribbean Basin Initiative and I have
funded it over the next five years, which would permit us to reduce or
eliminate tariffs on a large number of other items coming from Central

Amerrca that would further deepen our trade relations.

So, I'm strongly supportive of it. I think the big steps have already been
taken. The next steps are subject to agreement by our trade negotlators
and people who are concerned about investment. And they can be worked
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THE WHITE HOUSE -
- Office of the Press Secretary
(San Jose, Costa Rica)

i For _Immediaté Release May 9, 1997

' REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
" ON THE ENVIRONMENT

- Braulio Carrillo National Park .
Costa Rica '

President, for delivering on the rainforest. (Laughter.) You know, In my
part of the United States, the children are raised with an old proverb that
has come true today. The proverb is, you must be careful what you ask for
in hfe because you might get it.

Well, Dr Macaya, to Joaquin Viquez -- didn't that young man do a great
job. You should be very proud of h1m he was terrlﬁc (Applause ) Thank
you.

To all of those who have spoken before and who have come here, [and let
me thank the members of my Cabinet and administration who arelhere,
and also the members of the National Park Service. Hillary and I have
tried to make sure we're at at least one of our national parks every|year,
and I think it's fair to say that théy are the most popular public servants in
the United States, so it's nice to see them -- in the case of Mr. Findley --
someplace besides Yellowstone. I'm glad you're all here. Thank you all
very much for what you do. (Applause.)

Most of what needs to be said has been said, I come here to emphasize the
importance of the forest that surrounds us, the chain of life not only in
Costa Rica and Central America but to all the world. We know that the
rainforests of the world provide us with a good deal of our oxygen and

" enormous resources coming out of the plant and ammal life they contain.

lofd , . ' _ 112/20/2000(1:34 PM
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We know that the forest helps us keep our cllmate stable to preserve our
soils, to protect our river. It nurtures plants that provide food and clothing

. and furniture and medicine. And from the stunning quetzal bird to the -
_ stealthy jaguar, we. know that the marvelous animals must be preserved

for all to see.

There is a new understanding today in the world between the bonds that
connect human beings and their natural environment. We know we ha\fe
to preserve them, and we know that in the end economic development

itself cannot occur unless the environment is preserved. That is the lesson .

of the Rio Earth Summit five years ago, the driving force behind the

. CONCAUSA Alliance between the United States and Central Amer 1ca'

that President Figueres discussed, and also the driving notion behind the
way we want to integrate this hemisphere -- not just in trade and
economics but also in education and health -- and finally in common
cause to sustaining the treasures we see around us here today.

Costa Rlca is showing the way -- you heard President Figueres say ihat
now more than one-quarter of its land is being protected. The umque
natural resources are generating jobs and income. Just before I came up
here, Secretary Babbitt gave me the figures on Costa Rica's tounsm]
incomie because of the commitment the people of this country have made
to preserving and protecting the natural environment. We now know we
have to do this not only in our hemisphere but around the world.

(ou know, the examples that the President cited I thought were qu1t
important. We are pursuing ways to reduce greenhouse gases. There is
some doubt about exactly what increased greenhouse gas emissions|are
doing to the climate, but no one doubts that they're changing the climate, -
and no one doubts that the potentlal consequences can be very profound
and severe.

0.)

' Almost‘ threeyears ago, the Vice President of the United States, Al Gore,

and President Figueres signed an agreement that will help United States
projects in Costa Rica.

Today, there are more than a dozen of these joint projects all across
energy in Nicaragua, forest management in Belize. Now the carbon

certificates created by the government of Costa Rica and the United States
companies will provide a new way to finance these investments. Proceeds

- will go to clean power plants, protecting or planting forests, launching

other programs that pay environmental dividends. This is a long wa}'f from

‘the philosophy which prevailed in this country, in our country, and indeed

throughout the developed and the developing world just a few years}ago

From electric buses, whlch the President pointed out to wind-driven
power plants, Costa Rica's ambitious plans prove that we can have clean
air and renewable energy in ways that create jobs here and in our country.
That bus, I believe, was made in the Vice President's home state of
Tennessee. And he asked me to say he appremates it. (Laughter.)

Third, let me say a special word of appreciation for something the
President mentioned, and that is the work that is being done with the rain
forest and with the space program by Dr. Dr. Franklin Cheng Diaz, to deal
with Chagas dlsease which kills 20,000 people in Latm America every
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~ year. The idea of combining what we know about space and what we find

) Once our National Park Service worked with Costa Rica to help to set up
"your incredible network of parks. Now the Costa Rican Park Serv1ce is

~ diamond. of our park system -- to catalog and preserve its natural wonders ;

v atop the illegal and deadly trade in endangered species.
~ will be part of the 1998 Summit of the Americas in Santiago and
“control pesticides in our hemisphere, and reach a glebal agreement o
‘develop a strategy for the sustainable management of others around the

~and beyond our hemisphere.

Together,' we can make this a very historic year, Mr. President. As you

- to move ahead to make the preservation of the global environment and

.elevate themselves by demeaning other people That kind of world will

" commitment -- let us make sure we realize it. Thank you and God bless

http://www.whitehouse.gov/WH/New/LAT/19970509-176

in the rain forest to make people have better and healthier lives is another
stunning reminder that we destroy these resources at our peril.

Last, let me say, we're finding new ways to preserve our natural heritage.

returning the favor by helping us to use your computer software in ways
that will enable our park rangers at Yellowstone -- which is the shmmg

Soon after we. complete this moment, Secretary Babbitt and Mmlster
Castro will sign an agreement strengthenmg our cooperation for the next
century. We're also working together to help other countries take bétter
care of their wildlife, train professionals to manage fisheries in Amgentma
run national parks in Paraguay, teach conservation in Guatemala. Now we
have to work across national lines to protect the habitat of the songbirds;
the sea turtles, the other creatures that migrate between our shores, and to

Yesterday in San Jose, Preswlent Figueres, our fellow leaders, and T
pledged to make sustainable development a cornerstone of our relations. It -
eventually the foundatlon of a larger global effort.
'We must ban leaded gasoline everywhere, not Just in Costa Rica, and

Jhase out the most dangerous toxic chemicals.

We have to protect our own forests and work with the United Nations to

world. And we must meet the challenge of chmate change -- regionally

know, the United Nations is having a special session next month on the
environment. [ am pleased to be leading America's delegation to the U.N.

] hope many other world leaders will be there. Together, we need to|
reaffirm the spirit of Rio and lay out the concrete steps we're going | to take

sustainable development the policy of every nation on earth (Applause )

We are seeking to build a world where people 11_ve in the 21st century in
harmony, not at war with each-other; when they recognize that they\ have
more in common than what divides them when they no longer seek to’

only occur if we are also generous, wise and good to our natural
environment, and where we do not expect today's growth to threaten
tomorrow's survival. That is my commitment; that is Costa Rica's |

Vou all.

Before the paper is too wet, we have to ask Secretary Pena, Secretary
Babbitt, and Minister Castro to come sign our agreements on electric
transport and parks on behalf of our two nations. And we hope that the
pens still work. (Laughter and applause.)
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Ofﬁce of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release May 9,1997

. REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE VOICE OF AMERICA

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Good morning. I'm speaking to you today from
3ridgetown, Barbados, and I'm proud to be the first AmericanPresident to .
neet with Caribbean leaders in the heart of the Caribbean. This was not a
neeting between Caribbean nations and the United States, it was a
meeting among Caribbean nations, including the United States.

| We are charting a road map for how we can work together for the benefit

1 of all of our people as we move into a new century. Today, every nation in -

he Americas but one has embraced free elections and open markets This

hopeful moment gives us real opportunities to improve the lives of all our

people. But it also demands that we work together to bring the beneﬁt of

“change to all our citizens and to band together to meet the transnational
threats that respect no borders.

That's what the Partnership for Prospenty and Security in the Canbbean
~ that we signed today is all about. It lays out an ambitious action plan to
', expand trade with the Caribbean, to launch the Caribbean Clean Energy
Intiative to better protect the environment, to create a Caribbean Scholars
Program so students have access to specmhzed training, to support the
banks that make low-interest loans readily available to workers, farmers
and women's groups, and to deepen our cooperation to ﬁght drugs and
orgamzed crime. ,

Working as partners we can help build a future of peace and prospenty
for all our children to enjoy. That's what we've committed to do at our”
summit in Barbados. That's what we will contmue to do as neighbors,
friends and partners

President Clmton s Tour of Mexico. Costa Rlca and B'Lrbadc)s ,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Declaration of San Jose

‘ Declaration; of San J bSe

We, the Presidents of Costa Rica, El Salvador, the
Umted States of America, Guatemala Honduras
Nicaragua, the Dominican Republic and the Prime
Minister of Belize, meeting in San Jose, Costa Rica on
May 8§, 1997, hereby reaffirm the remarkable
democratic transformation in Central America.
Central America is now a region of peace, liberty and
democracy, profoundly committed to a process of
integration, in which a spirit of harmony, cooperation,
pluralism and respect for human rights prevails. This
spirit marks an unprecedented era of stability in
Central America's history.

We hold the conviction that the resources and
potential of Central America anid the Dominican
Republic can now be focussed so as to ensure that our
peoples are able to develop to their full potential
within the framework of just and democratic societies.
We are determined to march toward the future in a
partnership based on friendship, understanding and
ever stronger cooperation. This meeting marks the
inauguration of a new stage in our relations, based o
mutual respect and reciprocity which will give our
nations greater advantages with which to successfully-
meet the challenges of the next millennium.

We recognize that there are great challenges that we
must jointly assume and that there are many
opportunities which favor the creation of a great
region of shared prosperity among Central America,

the Dominican Republic and the United States, as well .

as the creation of a visionary and creative assomatlon

among our natlons

~ Inspired by the principles and goals of the Summit of

the Americas and guided by the Central American
Alliance for Sustainable Development, we recognize
as the cornerstones of this renewed relationship the
‘promotion of prosperity through the strengthening of
democracy and good governance; dialogue on
immigration and illegal migrant trafficking; economic
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integration and free trade; the contmued development
of just and equitable societies that provide .
opportunities for-all people; and the development of
responsible environmental policies as an integral -
element of sustainable development; all of which must
be undertaken within a framework of mutual
cooperation.

Strengthenmg of Democracy and Good
: - Governance S

We reaffirm our profound conviction that only
democratically elected governments can guarantee the
full existence of the rule of law, an indispensable
prerequisite for the preservatlon of peace and
harmony A

We reaffirm our belief in the dignity of our people and
our commitment to the rule of law. We maintain that
crime is one of the principal threats to the democracy,
public security and social stability of our countries.
For this reason, we will redouble our efforts to combat
crime and improve security for our people. Consistent
with our constitutional provisions and recognizing the-
independence of our legislative and judicial branches,
we are committed to the modernization of extradition
treaties and their vigorous application to help ensure

. that criminals are brought to justice where the effect
of their crime is felt most severely. :

’ We resolve to intensify our national efforts and to

increase bilateral, multilateral and regional

cooperation to combat drug consumption, drug.
trafﬁckmg, money laundering and illegal drug activity
in all its manifestations. We,reaffirm our commitment
to fight corruption through mutual cooperation and the
strengthening of oversight institutions and we agree to

“seek ratification of the Organization of American ,
States' Interamerican Convention Against Corruption.
We instruct our Ministers responsible for public
security and law enforcement, and other appropriate
authorities, to work together to develop a plan of
action this year to combat these threats to the welfare
of our people A L

‘The Presidents of the United States and the :
Dominican Republic, and the Prime Minister of Belize-
express their support for the progress achieved by the
Central American Presidents in redefining regional
security within a framework of the rule of law, the
enhancement of democratic institutions by ‘
strengthening civilian authority, the limiting of the

. role of the armed forces and public security forces to
their constitutional mandates, and the fostering of a
culture of peace, dialogue, _understandlng and
tolerance based on common democratic values. The

2 of 8 . o o . | 12/20/2000/1:37 PM
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strong commitment to these principles serves as an -
important example to other parts of the world seeking
transparency and mutual confidence in their relations.

Dialogue on Immigration and Illegal
Mlgrant Trafﬁckmg

We are aware of the serious 1mpact of new
immigration provisions on groups that come from the
region.and who live and have roots.in the United .

- States. We therefore undertake to maintain an open,

ongoing dialogue at the highest levels to find humane
and-adequate solutions to address the complexities of
the immigration situation, and to ensure that each
person's case is evaluated individually and fairly,
taking into account his or her valuable contrlbutlon to
the host country

Having - expressed their concerns to the President of
the United States, the Presidents of Central America,
the Dominican Republic and the Prime Minister of
Belize welcome the United States Government's
initiation of consultations with its Congress on the
scope, implementation and consequences of the recent
immigration legislation approved by the United
States, and are confident that the dignity and human
rights of the 1nd1v1duals it may affect will be fully
respected.

“We believe trafﬁcking in migrahts is an zi.ff'ront to

human dignity and we are committed to increase
cooperation to combat this degrading practice

-Promotion of Prosperity through
Economic Integration, Free Trade and
Investment

At the Summit of the Americas, we decided to move
toward a hemisphere united through free trade by the
year 2005. We reiterate our resolve to take all '
necessary actions to make this "spirit of Miami" a
reality. With this in mind, we call for the
commencement of negotiations at the Santiago .
Summit of the Americas that will lead to the

establishment of the Free Trade Area of the Americas
- (FTAA): We reiterate our intention to work '

cooperatively throughout these negotiations.

The Presidents of Central Amierica, the Dominican
Republic and the Prime Minister of Belize welcome
the decision of the Government of the United States to

‘support the expeditious passage of a bill which
eenhances the benefits granted under the Caribbean

Basin Initiative. We recognize that unilateral
concessions have been of great importance in the
initial phases of the process of economic

12/20/2000 |
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liberalization. We now believe that it is necessary to
move toward a commercial relationship which

. offers.all parties mutually beneficial conditions.

We are convinced that to promote and mamtam
democratic stability and to contribute to our joint
prosperity it is necessary to have sound and dynamic
economies. With this in mind and recognizing the
advances that Central America has niade in economic

economic and commercial relations. We will work

, hberallzatlon, we have resolved to deepen our

- jointly and expeditiously, consistent with the World
Trade Organization (\NTO) agreements and the FTAA

process, to identify specific steps, including bilateral,

‘multilateral and regional reciprocal trade agreements,

that will intensify the economic relationships among
our nations. To achieve these common trade
objectives, we instruct our Ministers of Trade to
constitute themselves as a Trade and Investment
Council with a mandate to make specific
recommendations. In support of these goals, our
governments will continue efforts to conclude
bilateral investment treaties and intellectual property
rights agreements. In addition, under the aegis of the
\IVTO, we will seek to liberalize our
telecommunlcatlons, information technology and

financial servmes sectors.

The signing of Open Skies Agreements between the

" United States and Costa Rica, El Salvador,

Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua during our
meeting in San Jose is a significant manifestation of
this commitment and these agreements will serve to
enhance our commercial relations and tourism among
our people and productive sectors. In this regard, it is
necessary to undertake additional actions that will
strengthen and broaden technical cooperanon in
av1at10n matters ‘

We underscore the importance of free market
economies and private sector initiatives as a source of

‘prosperity for our people and we reaffirm our goal of

promoting business events and other complementary

* activities that expand trade and investment relations

between the private sectors of our countries.

We recognize that there are important challenges in
this process that we must face to maintain suitable
conditions for our economic and social growth, taking
into account the particular circumstances of each
country. Among these challenges are the need to
maintain open markets for trade and investment, to

* ensure the participation of all our people in the

benefits of economic growth, and to maintain a stable
macroeconomy and financial system. Within the

framework of a market economy, the use of debt can

supplement scarce domestic savings and support high
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rates of investment and growth. With this in mind, we
declare our intention to utilize more fully modalities
that allow for better management of debt burdens and
the cost of external debt.

Continued Development of Just and
Equitable Societies
that Prowde Opportunities for All People

- We express our-determination-to contmue making

necessary social investments in order to improve the

quality of life in our countries. We are convinced that -

the training of our labor forces, combined with access

. to health, education and basic housing services

improves the well-being of our societies, while at the
same time increasing the productivity and
competitiveness of our economies. We are committed
to share ideas, human resources and programs within
mutually agreed guidelines to promote development
and democracy.

We underscore the importance of placing greater
emphasis on the full participation of women in all-
political, social and economic spheres of
development, eschIally in areas such as access to
credit, community organization, and in the -
commercial sector an decision-making bodies.

We reaffirm our commitment to human rights as
stipulated in the Universal Declaration and to
international and interamerican human rights
instruments, to which we are parties, respectively. In
particular, we recognize the importance of economic,
social and eultural rights, and within these we
underscore the rights of workers, and reaffirm our

. commitment to ensure comphance with the

Constitution and Conventions of the International

.Labor Organization, as respectively ratified by our

governments. We welcome the input of the labor
sector in the hemispheric economic integration .
process.

We recognize the efforts by interested parties such as
employers and workers organizations to work together
to promote respect for workers rights and enhance

" working conditions. We have asked our Labor

Ministers to meet to exchange 1deas w1th interested
parties on this issue.

The Presidents of Centr'al America and the Dominican
Republic and the Prime Minister of Belize note with

* interest the recent announcement by the President of

the United States of the Apparel Industry Partnership.

We agree that micro-, small- and medium-sized

businesses are important for the social development of
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_our countries. These entrepreneurial undertakings

make it possible for a wide range of social sectors to
expand productively and make a decisive contribution
to the democratization of capital and the equitable
distribution of wealth. We will broaden our efforts to
promote such businesses and to increase their . .
capabilities. We also request that the Interamerican
Development Bank, the World Bank and other
institutions and donors continue and strengthen thelr
support of these activities.

The Development of Responsible

- Environmental Policies as an

Integral Element of Sustainable
Development ‘

We renew our commitment to the promotion of the
environmental principles and objectives of the
Alliance for Sustainable Development, which inspired
the signing of the Joint Central American-United
States Declaration (CONCAUSA) and influence the:

Conference on Sustainable Development in Santa

Cruz de la Sierra. Within this framework, we _
recognize-the goals we have reached, the support we
have received and are in agreement on the need to

expand cooperation to new areas of action.

We recognize the leadership of Central America in the

‘protection of the environment and the preservation of

biodiversity, in particular, the recovery and beneficial
use of ancestral knowledge from our indigenous
cultures, as well as innovative use of public- private
sector joint ventures. In this context, we will renew
our efforts to protect endangered species and make
sustainable use of flora and fauna.

‘We note actions already underway in Central America
in the area of climate change, especially those which
include the participation of our private sectors and

- will grant credit for Joint Implementation projects and

other initiatives to limit and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. in this regard, we urge the parties to the
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change to
make a determined effort to address these issues
during the Third Conference.

In this spirit, we resolve to support the promotion of -
investment in environmental projects such as

ecotourism, the development of renewable energy

sources, recycling, the transfer of clean technologies
on terms mutually agreed by all parties, and trade in
organic products among others. In particular, we .
highlight the importance of our joint efforts in the
sustainable generation and use of energy in projects
which, by combining our efforts with those of other
nations, allow for taking greater advantage of our
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resources while at the same time fostering reglonal
integration. '

Follow-Up Mechanisms

~ In order to strengthen our relations as friends,

neighbors and partners and to ensure an increasing
and effective level of communication, coordination
and follow-up among our governments, we have

~_ resolved.to establish.a.consultative. mechanism.which. ... .

will include periodic meetings at the highest level; an

- annual meeting of our Foreign Ministers, who will

meet next during the October 1997 regular session of
the United Nations General Assembly; a

ministerial-level Trade and Investment Council, which -

will hold its inaugural session in Washington, D.C.;
and an ongoing dialogue on immigration issues at the

- highest level.

In addmon our Ministers responsible for public
security and law enforcement and our Ministers of
Labor will convene meetings in their respectlve areas
this year.

Jose Maria Armando

Figueres Olsen.  Calderén Sol
President " . President .
Republic of Costa Republic of El
Rica - Salvador .
William J. ‘Alvaro Arza
Clinton _Irigoyen
President President
The United States  Republic of
of America Guatemala

Carlos Roberto  Arnoldo Aleman

Reina ldidquez Lacayo

- President - President
Republic of Republic of

- Honduras Nicaragua

"L‘eenel Femnéndez

Reyna = ‘Manuel Esquivel
President Prime Minister
Dominican Belize
Republic

President Clinton's Trip to Mexico, Costa Rica, and
Barbados
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17 April 1998 ’
TRANSCRIPT: CLINTON REMARKS TO LOCAL LEADERS IN CHILE

{Affirms free-trade and other shared goals with region) (3230)

SANTIAGQ, Chile -- Describing the proposed Free Trade Area of the
Americas (FTAA) as a "colossal opportunity” for the United States and
the hemisphere, President Clinton expressed confidence April 16 that
he will convince Congress to grant his administration streamlined
“fast-track” trade negotiating authority.

"Before [the negotiations] are done, we'll have it and it will work,”
Clinton said of fast-track legislation, which is widely considered to
be necessary for the successful conclusion of trade talks. :

Clinton also emphasized that the fast-track debate in the United
States is not about whether to pursue open trade, but how to achieve

trade agreements that provide maximum benefits to the greatest number

of people.

"There is not a majority in either House of the United States Congress .

for a return to misguided protectionism,” he said. "What there is in
the United States and in our Congress is what you have in every
country in Latin America -- there is a continuing and vibrant debate
about how we're going to grow in the global economy in a way that
gives everybody a chance to be a part of that growth, and in a way

" that recognizes values that may not be built in to today's market
i systems, like environmeéntal preservation.”

Clinton was speaking to business and community leaders in Santiago,
Chile, during a two-day state visit in advance of the April 18-19
Summit of the Americas.

At the summit, the region’s 34 democratical!y,—elected leaders --

acting on the commitmeant they made in 1994 at the first Summit of the
Americas in Miami -- will launch formal FTAA talks to bund a
hemisphere-wide free trade area by 20005.

"Through bold commitments like the FTAA negotiations, to improve
education, to work on strengthening our justice system and freedom of
expression, our new hemispheric alliance against drugs, more work to
alleviate poverty, the Santiago summit ... is going to make a

difference to the future of the Amencas Clinton said. "We will

leave the summit with a clear message to the world that Miami was not
a one-shot effort, that we are broadening our cooperation, that we
intend to move forward with more determination across a broader

‘ range.'

Following is a transcri‘pt of the president's remarks:
{begin transcript)
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much Mr. President, Mr. Fernandez, Mr.
Riesco, Mr. Mavyor, ladies and gentlemen. First let me thank President

" Frei for the warm welcome that Hillary and | and our entire delegation
» feel with our trip to (3h1!|=x | have looked forward to it for a long

time.

To those of you who wonder about the commitment of the United States
to this relationship, | would just note that in the audience here | am
joined by the Secretary of State, the Secretary of Commerce, National
Security Advisor, our Trade Representative, our National Drug Control
Policy Director, my Special Envoy to the Americas, the Director of the
Small Business Administration, the Director of OPIC, and five

_ distinguished members of the United States Congress -- Congressmen

Hamilton, Hiojosa, Rodriquez, Levin, and Portman,

We are glad to be here, and together we hope we will be able to
persuade you by our presence, if not by my words, of the importance
that we attach to our growing relationship with Chile,

I'm told that when this'city was founded.in 1541 it was called
Santiago del Nuevo Extremo -- Santiago of the New Frontier. On the
verge of the 21st century, Santiago is again on that new frontier. It
is a window through which we can see over tomorrow's horlzon to a
future of freedom and broadly shared prosperity.

You are helping to build that future. The Summit of the Americas that
President Frei will host this. weekend is helping to build that future.
Never before have the Americas been so united in values, interests and
goals. We have to keep that in mind as there are bumps along the way
or inevitable differences all human beings will have. -

e Chile and the United States are working hard to seize the bromise of

our shared values and interests and visions. The President has aiready
outlined all the things we have agreed to do together today. No one
can fail to.be impressed by the economic performance of this great
nation. Sound, consistent policies have produced high growth, low
inflation, more savings, less poverty. Chile stands at the vanguard
now of a new revolution of freedom and enterprise that is indeed
embracing all of Latin America. Last year, Latin America and the

- Caribbean combined had an average growth rate of more.than five

percent, with the lowest :nﬂatlon rate in b0 years.

There has been an explosive increase in commerce within our
neighborhood, and more than goods are flowing across our borders.
Between 1991 and 1996, the number of minutes for telephone calls from
the United States. to South America tripled. In that same period, the -
number of planes that left Miami for Central and South America
increased by over 50 percent. More and more young people from our
countries are studying in each other's schools and colleges, enriching
their lives and'our cultures. Thanks to the new spirit of openness,

capttal flows across our borders are absolutely massive.

| remember it was just a month after our first Summit of the Americas

in Miami in 1994 that the Mexican peso crisis struck. It shook the
entire region. I'm sure some of you have a vague memory of it. But
instead of closing their doors, Mexico, and indeed, all of Latin

- America, deepened their reforms Now Mexico is back and is our

country's second largest export market.

In general, Latin America has grown so strbng that | think even a lot
of you are probably surprised that this region has weathered the shock

. of the Asian financial crisis as well as the region has. it is a great

tribute to those of you who have worked for and fought for and lived
by smart, sensible, disciplined pol:cnes over the last several years,

Now, of course, we know that there is more to do. Just last December

“our finance ministers committed here in Santiago to tighten bank
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supervision, fight money laundering, and to provide new credit to the
. smallest entrepreneurs -- the kind of people that President Frei just
(\ mentioned, that we met with a few moments ago in San Miguel.

* But every outside observer knows that Latin America has found its
voice, its confidence, and its well-earned seat at the international
table. The United States is delighted by the success of Chile, and
indeed all our neighbors. Our futures are joined like a cord that
gains its strength from the many threads that are tightly intertwined.

Today more than 40 percent of America's exports go to-our hemispheric 4
neighbors. Our exports in this region are growing more than twice as o,
fast as anywhere else in the world. With three of our four top energy
- suppliers in the Americas, we can literally say that this hemisphere
fuels our growth. Your prosperity lifts ours, just as a healthy United
States economy hélps you. The better you do, the better off we will be
in our increasingly interdependent world.

The United States, therefore, will continue to work for more .
cooperation and more integration. At our summit this weekend, we'll
_ take the next step toward open trade in the hemisphere by launching
) comprehensive negotiations for the free trade area of the Americas, as .

" we committed to do four years ago in Miami. All of you know, as the
previous speakers have said, it will create opportunities for
producers throughout thé Americas; it will create new jobs and higher

" living standards for our workers; it will create better buys for 800
million consumers; it will help to lock in market reforms and
democratic triumphs throughout the hemisphere,

And let me also say that it won't be the first time that the United
States has launched its own involvement in negotiations of this kind
without fast track authority. Before they're done, we'll have it and
_< ™ it will work. (Applause.) ' '

-~ Let me also-say, | am especially pleased that for the very first time
we are creating a special committee to expand the role of
environmental and labor groups in our trade deliberations. Those who
want to protect and enhance the role of working people in the global
economy, and those who remind us that we dare not sacrifice our
children's planet for present profits should be heard. Their voices
and their concerns should shape, but cannot reverse, our emerging
partnership. We can grow the economy and not only preserve, but indeed
improve the environment. We can have prosperity and indeed enjoy more
of it if we assure that it is broadly shared.

The benefits for America's workers and companies and consumers for
expanding trade should make, in my judgment, a clear case for
fast-track authority. | thank you for the support you have given it. |-
will continue to work hard with Congress to build support for fast
track. ' -

But let me say something to you that | am convinced of. There is not a
majority in either House of the United States Congress for a return to
misguided protectionism. What there is in the United States and in our
Congress is what you have in every country in Latin America -- there

" is a continuing and vibrant debate about how we're going to grow in
the global economy in.a way that gives everybody a chance to be a part
of that growth, and in a way that recognizes values that may not be
built in to today's market systems, like environmental preservation.

And what | am doing my best to do is to persuade our Congress that
walking away from what | believe to be a colossal opportunity with
Chile and with the rest of our partners in Latin America is neither -

[ the best way to lift labor standards or to preserve the environment.

A But the debate is worth having.

So be patient with us. You may decide to have the debate yourselves
before it's over in some other forum which may prevent some decision
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from being made as quickly as you would like.

Winston Churchill once said that democracy was absolutely the worst.
system of government except for all the others. (Laughter.} He also
once said in a moment of frustration with our country that the United
States invariably does the right thing, after having exhausted every
other alternative. {Laughter.} So just stay with us; we’ll get there.
{Applause.) ' . -

But we must recognize, let me say aga‘n that the combined force of
globahzatlon and technology have given us all economies in which a
rising tide does not necessarily lift all boats. People without the

right education, without training, without skills, without bargaining
power can be stranded cn yesterday's shore. And remember, some Latin
democracies have not been that way all that long, and we cannot afford
to have conditions in which ordinary people -- the kind of people the

- President and | met with today -- lose faith in the ability of this

system, not only to produce wealth in the aggregate, but to actually
change their lives and to give their children better lives than -
they've had -- if they work.

So that we have to continue to see the enhancement and broadening of
democracy and free enterprise together. As we encourage more business
contracts, we must also strengthen the social contract. For every

citizen must believe that he or she can have a place in the future we-

are building together. Of course, the only place to start in such an
endeavor is with our children and their education. It is the best path

out of poverty and it is very good for business' future. .

In order to do that, | might also add, we have to give every child a .
chance to go to school, by making sure they're not in the workplace
illegally. The United States is working with Central America to launch
a new initiative to combat child labor while helping parents to find

. 2 good jobs. Earlier this year, | asked our Congress for a tenfold
- increase in our investment to combat child labor abuses worldwide. |

hope our neighbors will join us in that fight.

Again, no one has a long-term interest in takin'gAchiIdren who ought to
be in school and putting them in the workplace. And over the long-run,
that will diminish a nation's wealth, productivity and strength.

We must do more to deepen democracy’s roots with a free press, an
honest, efficient judiciary, strong protections for existing laws on

- working standards. We have to work harder to reduce the gap between

4 0f6

rich and poor, which has been widening in most industrialized and
industrializing countries in recent years. We must continue the fight
together against corruption, drugs and crime. They erode the fabric of
all our societies. And we must do more together to protect our
environment,

Harnessing the forces of globalization to work for all our citizens is
literally a challenge for every nation in the world. | just got back

from a long trip to Africa and | saw the same thing in every country.

It will be a major focus of the Summit of the Americas, thanks to the
leadership of President Frei. It will be at the top of the agenda when

the G-8 countries meeting in Birmingham next month, because everybody
knows we have to figure out how to do this. Those of you in business
can help us to lead the way.

In the meeting that the President and | mentioned to you with small
entrepreneurs and people who had gotten an education and worked their
way out of poverty, a few moments ago, they didn't talk to us about
the intricacies of trade, but they did understand education, child

care, jobs and access to credit. They will trust us in our respective
countries to make these big structural decisions, and to make them
right, as long as they feel that somebody is making some decisions

that give them a chance to make their future along with ours. Working
families in that sense, from Santiago to San Diego, may not be all
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that much different.

" profoundly impressed by President Frei's commitment to improve and
~ expand access to education. Chile has doubled its social spending
e since 1990, largely for education -- more classrooms, longer school
days, better access for disadvantaged children.

(-'\ I want our nations to work together. And let me say, | have been

Our agreement on education is quite substantive. We’ve agreed to
exchange more ‘students and teachers, to develop higher standards of
learning and teacher training, to work to bring technology into every

. classroom. And 1 can tell you, again, on every continent where | have
been where education is a crying issue, and many children in small
rural areas have no access to it, | see how we can skip a generation
of development, painful development in education, if we make the most
of today's technology.

No country can do it without the active, aggressive partnership of the
business community in every country, and | hope you will help . "
President Frei in that regard. You can revolutionize the future of
Chile's children if you do. (Applause.}

Let me just make one other substantive point. | have had great

conversations with the President about what | believe is the

imperative for all nations to work together on the problem of climate

change. In many developing economies, there is a reluctance to

participate in trying to meet the goals announced at Kyoto in Japan

last year, because many people believe that poor countries cannot

become rich countries without emitting more greenhouse gases and,

therefore, that any attempt by the developed countries like the United

States, who are already big offenders in the greenhouse gases we emit, -
" must be some dark conspiracy to hold others down.

' Q ; In the first place, that's bad economics, because the United States
- should want all of our tradirig partners to get wealthier. That is what

is in our interest. No one is interested in that. But | can tell you
this -- | said before when the President and | had our press
conference -- for 30 years, every time we have sought to improve the
environment in America, someone has stood up and said, if you take
this step to clean the air, to clean the water, to improve the health
of the food supply, you will cost jobs and hurt the economy. And for
30 vyears, every single step we have taken to.improve the environment
has helped the American economy. '

We can reduce greenhouse gas emission woridwide and grow the economy.
And we need to do it in the most comprehensive way possible. | respect
very much the President's leadership on that, but i will make you a
prediction that those of us -- our successors, whoever will be sitting

here 15 years from now at'a speech like this, representing your group,

will be overwhelmingly concerned with the condition of the global
environment, and what it does or does not do for their ability to make

a good living. So | hope we will deal with this now when it will be

less painful, instead of waiting until later when it will be much more

costly. . '

Through bold commitments like the FTAA negotiations, to improve ,
education, to work on strengthening our justice system and freedom of
. expression, our new hemispheric alliance against drugs, more wark to

alleviate poverty, the Santiago summit that President Frei is chairing

is going to make a difference to the future of the Americas. We will
leave the summit with a clear message to the world that Miami was not-
a one-shot effort, that we are broadening our cooperation, and that we .
intend to move forward with more determination across a broader range.

L | know that all of you will support that. What | ask you to do is to

: do all you can to make sure that everyone with whom you work and
anyone with whom you have contact back in the United States
understands what we're doing and why.
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In 1811, as Chile struggled for its independence, it chose to dedicate

its national flag on July 4, which is our Independence Day, at'a
celebration held by United States citizens in Santiago, long, long

ago. On that day, the American flag and the new Chilean banner were
raised together in many public places, entwined with one another. At
last our partnership can fulfill the potential of those two entwined

Hlags, for our goals and our dreams are clearly intertwined. We can
make them real for tomorrow's generation; we can make the Americas a

~ model of hope and unity for the world. We can do it if we follow the

6ofb

lead that | have seen set by this great President and this great
nation. And we're glad to be here.

‘Thank you very much, (Applause.)

{end transcript)
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‘Second Summit of the Amerlcas
Santiago de Chile, Chile April 18-19, 1998 '

. Declaration of

The following document is the complete text of the Declaration of Sahtiago signed by
the Heads of State and Government participating in. the Second Summltyof the
Americas:

‘We, the democratlca]ly elected Heads of State and Goveinment of the countrxes of the
Americas, have met in Santlago, Chile, in order to continue the dialogue and strengthen
the cooperation we began in Miami in December 1994. Since that time, ‘significant
progress has been made in the formulation and execution of joint plans and programs in
order to take advantage of the great opportunities before us. We reaffirm our will to
continue this most important undertaking, Whlch requires sustained natlonal efforts and
dynamic international cooperation.

The strengthemng of democracy, political dialogue, economic stablhty, progress towards
social justice, the extent to which our trade liberalization policies coincide, and the will to '
expedite a process of ongoing Hemispheric integration have made our relations rnore
mature. We will redouble our efforts to continue reforms designed to improve the 11v1ng
" conditions of the peoples of the Americas and to achieve a mutually suppomve
community. For this reason, we have decided that education is a key theme and is of
particular importance in our deliberations. We approve the. attached Plan of Action and -
undertake to carry out its initiatives.

Since our meeting in Miami, we have seen real economic benefits in: the Amencas
resulting from more open trade, transparency in economic reguldtions, sound,
market-based econormic policies, as well as efforts by the private sector to incréase 1ts
competitiveness. Even as countries in our region have been tested by financial and other
economic pressures, and as countries in other regions have experienced serious economic
setbacks, the overall course in the Americas has been one of faster economic growth
lower 1nﬂatlon expanded opportunities, and confidence in facmg the global marketplacc
A major reason for this positive record has been our countries’ steadfast and cooperative
efforts to promote prosperity through increased economic 1ntegrat10n and more open
economies. New partnerships have been formed and existing ones strengthened and
expanded. A positive role is being played by sub-regional and bilateral integration and
free trade agreements. We are confident that the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA)

. will improve the well-being of all our people, 1nclud1ng economically disadvantaged

populations within our respective countries.

Hemlspherlc integration is a necessary complement to national policies almed at -
overcoming lingeririg problems and obtaining a higher level of development. In fits
broadest sense, a process of integration based on respect for cultural identities will make it
possible to shape a common, interwoven set of values and 1nterests that helps us in these
objectives. ,




Globalization offers great opportumues for progress to our countries and opens up new
areas of cooperation for the hemispheric community. However, it can also heighten the
differences among countries and within our societies. With steadfast deterrhination to reap
its benefits and to face its challenges, we will give special attention to the most vulnerable
countries and social groups in the Hemisphere. «

Education is the determmmg factor for the political, soc1al cultural, and econormc
development of our peoples. We undertake to facilitate access of all inhabitants of the
Americas to preschool, primary, secondary, and higher education, and we will make
learning a lifelong process. We will put science and technology at the service of education
to assure growing levels of knowledge and so that educators may develop their skills t'o
the highest level. The Plan of Action that accompanies this Declaration defines the -
objectives and goals we intend to achieve and the actions that will make them a reality. In
~order to meet our goals within the agreed timeframes, we reaffirm our commitment to
invest greater resources in this important area, and to encourage cml society to participate
in developmg educatlon ‘ . {

The decisions adopted by our Ministers of Education at the Conference held in Mérida,
Mexico, last February, reflect our desire to promote specific joint initiatives designed to
improve access to education, with fairness, quality, relevancy, and effectiveness. In order
to consolidate and lend continuity to our decisions, we have instructed that another
- Conference be held in Brasilia, Brazil, in July of this year.

Today, we direct our Mm1sters Responsible for Trade to begln negotiations for the FTAA,
in accordance with the March 1998 Ministerial Declaration of San José. We reaffirm our
determination to conc¢lude the negotiation of the FTAA no later than 2005, and to make
concrete progress by the end of the century. The FTAA agreement will be balanced,
comprehensive, =~ WTO-consistent and  constitute a  single undertaking.

We note with satisfaction the preparatory work by the Ministers Responsible for Trade
over the past three years which has strengthened our trade policies, fostered understanding
of our economic objectives and facilitated dialogue among all participating countries. We-
appreciate the significant contribution of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB),
the Organization of American States (OAS), and the. United Nations Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Canbbean (ECLAC), acting as the Tripartite
Committee.

The FTAA negotiating process will be transparent, and take into account the differences
in the levels of development and size of the economies in the Americas, in order to create
‘the opportunities for the full participation by all countries. We encourage all segments of
civil society. to partlcxpate in and contribute to the process in a constructive manner
through our respective mechanisms of dialogue and consultation and by presenting thelr
views through the mechanism created in the FTAA negotiating process. We believe that
economic integration, investment, and free trade are key factors for raising standards of »
living, improving the working conditions of the people of the Americas and better
protecting the environment. These issues will be taken into account as we proceed with
the econonuc integration process in the Americas.- ; :
The region has made significant advances in both monetary and fiscal policy as well as 1n
-+ price stability and liberalizing our economies. The volatility of capital markets v1nd1cates
our decision to strengthen banking supervision in the Hemisphere and to estabhsh

regulatlons relating to disclosure and reporting of bankmg information.

- The strength and meaning of representative democracy lie in the active participation of
-individuals at all levels of civic life. The democratic culture must encompass our entire
population. We will strengthen education for democracy and promote the necessa'ry ,
actions for government institutions to become more participatory structures. We
undertake to strengthen the capabilities of regional and local governments, when -



appropriate, and to foster more active participation in civil society.

Respect for and promotion of human rights and the fundamental freedoms of all
individuals is a primary concern of our governments. In commemorating the ﬁftlet
anniversary of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, we agree on the need to promote the ratification
and implementation of the international agreements aimed at preserving them and to
continue strengthening the pertinent national and international institutions. We agree that
a free press plays a fundamental role in this area and we reaffirm the importance of
- guaranteeing freedom. of expression, information, and opinion. We commend the recent
appointment of a Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expressxon within the framework of
the Orgamzatxon of American States. . :

D"

Confident that an mdependent efﬁment and effective administration of justice plays an
essential role in the process of consolidating democracy, strengthens its institutions,
guarantees the equality of all its citizens, and contributes to economic development, we
will enhance our policies relating to justice and encourage the reforms necessary te
promote legal and judicial cooperation. To that end, we will strengthen national entmes
involved in the study of the administration of justice and expedite the establishment of a
hemispheric center for studies on this subject. _

We will combat all forms of discrimination in the Hemlsphere Equal nghts and
opportumtles between men and women and the objectlve of ensuring active part1c1pat10n ,
of women in all areas of national endeavor are priority tasks. We will continue to promote -
the full integration of indigenous populations and other vulnerable groups into political
and economic life, with due respect for the characteristics and expressions that afﬁrrn
their cultural 1dent1ty We will make a special effort to guarantee the human rights of all
mlgrants including nugrant workers and their families.

Overcoming poverty continues to ‘be the greatest challenge confronted by our
Hemisphere. We are conscious that the positive growth shown in the Americas in past A
~ years has yet to resolve the problems of inequity and social exclusion. We are determined
o remove the barriers that deny the poor access to proper nutrition, social services,| d

healthy environment, credit, and legal title to their property. We will provide greater -
-support to micro and small enterprises, promote core labor standards recognized by the -

- International Labor Organization (ILO), and use new technologies to improve-the health

conditions of every family in the Americas, with the -technical support of the
Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) achxevmg greater levels of equlty and
" sustainable developmient. ‘

With deep satisfaction, we note that peace, an essential value for human coexistence, is a
reality in the Hemisphere. We underscore that Central America has become a zone jof
peace, democracy, and development and we recognize efforts to eliminate antipersonnel
mines and to rehabilitate their victims. We will continue to foster confidence and secunty
among our countries through such measures-as those mentioned in the Santiago and San
Salvador Declarations on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures We encourage

*the pacific settlement of disputes. , '

We will lend new impetus to the struggle against corruption, money laundering, terrorism,
weapons trafficking, and the drug problem, including illicit use, and work together|to
ensure that criminals do not find safe haven anywhere in the Hemlsphere We are
determined to persevere in this direction. ' : I

In forglng an alliance against drugs and-applying the Hemlspherle Anti-Drug Strategy, we
welcome the start of formal negotiations at the May 4 meeting of Inter-American Drlug
- Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) to be held in Washington within the framéwork|of
the Organization of American States (OAS), to establish an objective procedure for the
- multilateral evaluation of actions and cooperation to prevent and combat all aspects of the




drug problem and related crimes, based on the pnnc1p1es of sovere1gnty, temtorlcul ‘
“integrity of States, shared respon51b111ty, and with a comprehensive and balanced
approach. ‘

We will strengthen national, hemispheric, and internatiorial efforts aimed at
environmental protection as a basis for sustainable development that provides human
beings a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature. The: comm1tments
undertaken at the Miami Summit and the Summit on Sustainable Development held i m
Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, provide a solid basis for strengthening our acfions. As
parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, we underscore
the importance of working together to further fulfillment of the agreement reached at the

Conference in Kyoto, Japan, and to promote its ratification in our countries. Moreover, wle

will work closely to make preparations for a Conference of the Parties to be held in

November of this year in Buenos Aires, Argentina

We acknowledge that the development of energy links between our countries and the
intensification of trade in the energy sector strengthen and foster the integration of the
Americas. Energy integration, based on competitive and transparent -activities, and in
compliance with national conditions and objectives, contributes to the sustamable
development of our nations and to the improvement of the quality of life of our people
w1th mlmmum 1mpac1 on the environment. ‘ ‘

Recognizing the 1mportance of, and positive role played by hemisphéﬁc institutions,’
particularly the Organization of American States (OAS), we instruct our Ministers to
examine the strengthemng and modernizing of these institutions.

We reaffirm our will to continue strengthemng intra-hemispheric dialogue and
cooperation within the framework of friendship and solidarity that inspires our nations.|

Done in Sant1ago Chile, on this the 19th day of Apnl 1998 in the Spamsh French,
- English and Portugue se languages '
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The following document is the complete text of the Plan of Action sighed by the Heads of State

and Government participating in the Second Summit of the Americas:

1. EDUCATION:
Eduga};ig ‘

1I. PRESERVING AND STRENGTHENING DEMOCRACY, JUSTICE AND HUMAN
- RIGHTS:

2. Democracy and Human Rights
. Education for Democracy
il Soei
M_lgw
Strengthemng Municipal and Rgglenal Admmlgjlangns

- F mancmg of Electoral Campaigns
Prevention and Control of Tllicit ansumpnon of and Trgfﬁc in Drugs and ngchgjr
Substances and other Related Crimes

9. Terrorism
10. Building Conﬁdence and Security Among States.
11. Strengthening of Justice Systgms and Judiciaries
12. Modernization Qf the State in Labor Matters

III ECONOMIC INTEGRATION AND FREE TRADE:

13. Free Trade Area of the Americas iFTAA}
14. Sugnglhemng, Modernizing and lnxggratlng Fmanmal Markets
-15. Science and Technology

16. Regional Energy Cooperation _ ‘
17. Hemispheric Infrastructure ‘

a. General Infrastructure
b. Transportation
¢. Telecommunications

® NoOLiwW

IV. ERADICATION OF POVERTY AND DISCRIMINATION:

18. Fostering the Development of Micro, Small and Medmm Size Enxg:pnse
19. Property Registration

20. Health Technologies

21. Women

22. Basic Rights of Workers

23. Indigenous Populations

24. Hunger and Malnutrition

ic



- 25. Sustainable Develgpmeni '
26. Cooperation ‘

V. SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS F OLLOW-UP

27. Summit of the Amerlcas Follow -Up

Plan of Actien of the Second Summit-of the Amerieaé

We, the democratlcally elected Heads of State and Government of the Americas, recognizing the
need to make a collective effort that complements the actions being developed and executed at -
. the national level to iraprove the economic well-being and the quality of life of our peoples,
mindful of our commitment to the continued implementation of the Miami Plan of Action,
affirm our resolute deiermination to carry out this Plan of Action, which constitutes a' body of
_concrete initiatives intended to promote the overall development of the countries of the
Hemisphere and ensure access to and improve the quality of education, promote and strengthen
democracy and the respect for human rights, deepen economic integration and free trade and
eradicate poverty and discrimination. We have adopted this Plan of Action conscious that all the
initiatives are inter-related and equally important to the attainment of our common endeavor

1. EDUCATION: THE KEY TO PROGRESS

The Hemisphere's commitment to education is reflected in the sweeping reform processes
encompassing all levels of educational systems, and is based on broad consensus with respect to
the problems confronting education and the shared commitment and effort of societies as, a
whole to overcome them. These processes are based on the principles of equity, quality,
relevance and efficiency. Equity is defined as the creation of conditions that ensure that all
people have the opportunity to receive quality education services, thereby significantly reducing
the effects of inequalities based on socio-economic status, dlsablllty and ethnic, cultural and
gender discrimination. Quality implies the achievement of high levels of cognitive development,
skills, capabilities and ethical attitudes. Relevance is defined as the ability of an educational .
system to meet the needs’and aspirations of society as a whole, taking into account its social,

.cultural, ethnic and linguistic diversity. Lastly, efficiency is defined as the provision of. adequate
resources, used optimally, in order to enhance educational achievements.

Therefore, the Governments, fully recognizing and respecting national soverelgnty and the
resp0n51b111t1es of the institutions of our respective countries with regard to education, relterate
the commitment of the Miami Summit to ensure, by the year 2010, universal access to and ,
completion of quality primary education for 100 percent of chlldren and access for at least 75
petrcent of young peogle to quality secondary education, with increasing percentages of young
people who complete secondary education, and assume responsibility for providing the general
-population with opportunities for life-long learning. If these objectives are met, we are confident
that we will provide our people with the tools, skills and knowledge necessary for and suited to
the development of capabilities that ensure better conditions of competitiveness and productivity
required by modern economies, thus allowmg our people to contrlbute as worthy citizens|to their
respective societies. ( :

To achieve these objt’ctiifes, Governments will:

- Implement targeted and lnter-sectoral educational policies, as necessary, and develop programs -
that focus specifically on groups at a dlsadvantage in the areas of education, functional illiteracy
and socio-economic conditions, with attention to women, minorities and vulnerable populations.
Inter-sectoral programs in educatlon health and nutrition, as well as early childhood edudatlonal '
strategies, will be priorities, 1nasmuch as they contribute more diréctly to plans to combat

poverty.




- Establish or strengthen national or subnational and, where applicable, subregional systems to
evaluate the quality of education, which permit assessment of the performance of various
educational actors, inriovations and factors associated with achievements in learning. To that
end, information and national or subnational or, where applicable, subregional indicators will be
made available that can be used to design, carry out and evaluate quality-improvement programs
. based on equity. Standards for reading and writing, mathematics and science shall recelve
spec1al attention. Also, where appropriate, criteria and methodologies for collecting data that
permit comparison of some educational indicators across countries in the Hemisphere shall be
establlshed

- Develop comprehen- ive programs to improve and increase the Ievel of professmnahsm among
teachers and school administrators that combine pre-service and in-service training, exploring

~ incentive mechanisms tied to updating their skills and to meeting such standards as may have

been agreed upon. Higher education must collaborate in this endeavor through research and

pedagogy, both of which should be strengthened in order to meet thls goal.

- Strengthen education management and institutional capac1ty at the national, reglonal local and
school levels, furthering, where appropriate, decentralization and the promotion of better| forms
of community and family involvement. Encourage the mass media to contrlbute to bolstering
efforts being made by educational systems.

- Strengthen preparation, education and training for the world of work so that an 1ncreasmg

" number of workers can improve their standard of living and, together with employers, have the
opportunity to benefit from hemispheric integration. In this regard consideration will be[ given to
the adoption of new technology based on different options and alternatives, ranging from
spec1ﬁc occupational traininhg to strengthening general employability competencies. Spec1al
attention will also be paid to the establishment or strengthening of mechanisms that penmt
workers to obtain certification of job-related competencies acquired through formal education
and work experience. In order to confront changes in the labor market and to enhance
employability prospects, actions that take into account the development of entrepreneunal skills
will be included and will involve the different sectors and offer various options and alternatives.

"- Establish or improve, according to their internal legal framework, educational strategies ,
relevant to multicultural societies, so as to be able to shape, with the participation of indigenous
populations and migrants, models for bilingual and intercultural basic education. Similarly, the
content of basic education will have to be enhanced, together with respect and. appreciation for
the cultural diversity of peoples, as well as to expand the knowledge of the different languages
spoken in the countries of the Hemisphere, where resources and possibilities permit.

- Develop, within and out51de schools, with the assistance of families and other actors and social
~organizations, educational strategies that foster the development of values, with special attention
to the inclusion of democratic principles, human rights, gender—re]ated issues, peace, tol erance
and respect for the env1ronment and natural resources.

- Promote access to and use of the most effective information and communication technologies

in education systems, with special emphasis on the use of computers, in combination with

. revised pedagogical methods and proper training for teachers in the use of these technol'ogles
Special attention shall be paid to the ethical imperative of including the most vulnerable sectors.
To that end, distance education programs shall be strengthened and 1nformat1on networks

-established.”

- Make efforts to increase the avallabllxty of teaching materials in collaboration with official
institutions and, depending on the specific conditions in each country, with the private sector.

- Seek to use technology to link schools and communities as a way of establishing ties 1n the
Hemlsphere while encouraging the participation of higher educatlon institutions that have
advantages in this field. : ‘




- Further scholarship and exchange programs for students, teachers, researchers and educational
administrators using different strategies, including institution-to-institution ties, commumcatlons
- technology and internships which permit exposure to pedagogical and management 1nnovat10ns :
in the other countries of the Hemisphere. This will contribute to strengthening the institutional
capacity of Ministries or Departments of Education, decentrahzed admmlstratlve entities jand
centers of higher leammg ' . ‘ v

Funding, Horizontal Multilateral Cooperation Strategies and Follow-up -

We, the Heads of State and Government, recognizing the cardinal importance of education as a
foundation for development, agree, in accordance with our respective legislative processes, fo :
promote allocation of the resources necessary for educational expenditure with a view to
attaining greater levels of equity, quality, relevance and efficiency in the educational progcesses,
emphasizing the optirnal use of resources and a greater participation of other social actors.

We also reaffirm our commitment to promote horizontal and multﬂateral cooperation in the area
of education. To that end, we:

- Instruct the Orgamzatlon of American States (OAS) and request the Inter—Amerlcan
Development Bank (IDB) and World Bank, together with the other national and multilateral
technical and financial cooperation agencies operating in the Hemisphere, to provide, within
their respective areas of action, support for programs and initiatives that are consistent with the
goals, objectives, and actions proposed in this Chapter of the Plan of Action. To this end) the
IDB is encouraged to work with member countries to substantially increase the share of 1 new
lending for primary and secondary education, by more than doubling: the quantity over the next
three years, compared to the previous three years. We also request that the IDB establish/a
special regional fund for education in the Hemisphere, utilizing the existing resources Ofl this
institution. This fund would support efforts to raise educational standards and performance
throughout the Region. _ ¥

- Instruct the OAS and request the IDB, the World Bank, and United Nations Economic.
Commission on Latiri-American and the Caribbean (ECLAC) among other institutions, to use
the mechanisms within their scope to develop and strengthen regional cooperation in areas such
as distance education, using, among other means, satellite technology; internships and exchange
programs; the development and use of information technology for education; the updatmg of
‘education statistics; and quality assessment, while striving to ensure that this cooperation isin
keeping with the spe(,lﬁc needs of each country. We recognize the role and interest in thcse
efforts of specialized international organizations, such as United Nations Education, Sc:lence and

- Cultural Organization (UNESCO). Likewise, we recognize the contributions of the private
sector, philanthropic foundations, and pertinent non-governmental organizations.

- Instruct the OAS to foster, articulate and facilitate, through ministerial meetings and other
mechanisms being developed by member States in the framework of the Inter-American Council
for Integral Development (CIDI), collaboration and joint effort in the Hemisphere and, to that
end, to convene, in consultation with the coordinating countries, technical consultation forums of
the countries in the Hemisphere in order to contribute to the implementation of the commitments
included in this Chapter of the Plan of Action. . ]

- Entrust the Meeting of Ministers of Education, to be convened by the OAS within the
framework of CIDI's Strategic Plan for Partnershxp for Development, to be held in Brazil in J uly
1998, with the development of an implementation plan for this education initiative.

- Instruct the OAS and request the IDB, World Bank ECLAC, and other multllateral institutions
‘to report on the execution of this Plan to the Government representatives respon51ble for review
and follow-up of the commitments of the Sumrmt of the Americas.

'II. PRESERVING AND STRENG THENIN G DEMOCRACY, JUSTICE AND HUMAN




RIGHTS

- The strengthening of clemocracy, justice and human r1ghts isa v1ta1 hemlspherlc pr10r1ty In this
Plan of Action, we endorse new initiatives designed to deepen our comimitment to these . ‘
important pr1nc1ples Specifically, we will intensify our efforts to promote democratic reforms at
the regional and local level, protect the rights of migrant workers and their families, 1mprove the
capabilities of our justice systems and labor ministries to respond to the needs of our peoples .
and encourage a strong and active civil society. We further resolve to defend democracy agalnst
the serious threats of corruption, terrorism, and illegal narcotics, and to promote peace and .
security among our nations. Taken together these measures consolidate our democratic gains,
reaffirm our commitment to democratic 1nst1tut10ns and commit us to bu11d1ng a Hemlsp here of
shared values. :

Democracy and Human Rights

Governments will:

- Define and develop, with the participation of civil society, comprehensive policies aimed at - -

. promoting and protecting human rights at a domestic level, in accordance with relevant
international norms and principles, incorporating those p011c1es where appropriate, into national -
human rights plans and programs, as recommended by the World Conference of Vienna, 1 993
and underscore as well the importance of promoting respect for the unlversally recogmze:l .
principles of international human1tar1an law.

- Guarantee that all individuals have the right to due process of law, including the presumption
of innocence and the right to trial within a reasonable period of time and the full respect for their
constitutional and other legal rights. Governments will, in accordance with their legal
framework, adopt measures intended to erisure that no person awaiting trial shall be detained for
a period longer than perm1tted by law, taking fully into account the rights of the accused, the
protection of society, crime prevention, the promotion of respect for the law, the r1ghts ofl
victims and other relevant considerations. Governments will continue the1r efforts to 1mprove

- conditions of detention and enhance human rights educatlon for the respectlve officials involved
in the admlmstratlon of justice. : :

- Promote a review of their respectlve national legislation‘in order to eliminate or amend those
provisions which may lead to any type of discrimination, for any reason, in contraventlon of .
their international commitments. In particular, they will seek to attain legal equality between
men and women by the year 2002. In this context, priority should be given to the rights to equal
treatment in the workplace, property, inheritance and child custody, as well as combatmg
domestic violence.
- Promote the adoption of legal, educational and social measures, as well as international
cooperatlon to combat the physical and sexual abuse of chlldren traffic in minors, child
prostitution and child exploitation in all its forms, including pornography At the same time, they .
will strengthen international cooperation through ‘the implementation of a regional 1nforrr'1atlon
system on affected children, based on national information systems, with the participation of and
“promotion by concerned international organizations, to analyze their condition and evaluate

social policies to facilitate decision making in this sphere.

- Promote the signature, ratification and accession to international human rights instruments to
which they are not party, as well as observe the prov151ons contalned in the instruments to. which
. they are party

Governments will also enhance cooperatlon w1th and support for the act1v1t1es of the
.Organization of American States (OAS) in order to: - . : 1

- Strengthen the inter- Amerlcan human rights system through concrete 1mt1at1ves and measures
which aim to reinforce its institutional structure and promote its links with national systems and




‘regional entities that promote and protect human rights. In this context, Gouemments consider
important the institutional strengthening of the Inter-American Human Rights Institute.

- Support. States that so request in the processes of promoting and consohdatmg democratlc
values, practices and institutions by strengthening the respective organs of the Orgamzatxon,
. including the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD).

- Strengthen the exercise of and respect for all human rights and the consolidation of democracy,
including the fundamental right to freedom of expression and thought, through support for the
activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in this ﬁeld in partlcular the
recently created Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. ,

.- Promote programs of cooperation, through the use of advanced information technologyland
with the support of the international institutions that deal with administration of justice, in areas
identified by the OAS Working Group on Democracy and Human nghts which mclude ‘

« Training of police and correctlonal officers;
« Necessary steps to remedy inhumane COIIdlthIIS in prisons and reduce drastically the

number of pre-trial detainees; and
o Enhancing human rights education for Judges maglstrates and other court ofﬁmals.

Education for Democracy
. Governments will:

- Include in educational programs, within the legal framework of each country, objectives and
contents that develop democratic culture at all levels, in order to teach individuals ethlcal values,. -
a spirit of cooperation and integrity. To that end, the participation of teachers, families, students
and outreach workers will be stepped up in their work related to conceptualizing and
implementing the plans for shaping citizens imbued with democratic values.

Civil Society
Governments will:

- Promote, with the participation of civil society, the development of principles and.
recommendations for institutional frameworks to stimulate the formation of responsible and
transparent, non-profit and other civil society organizations, including, where appropriate,
programs for volunteers, and encourage, in accordance with national priorities, public

sector-civil society dialogue and partnerships in the areas that are considered pertinent in this
Plan of Action. In this context the Organization of American States (OAS) may serve as ja forum
for the exchange of expenences and information. ’ , '

.- In this process, draw upon existing initiatives that promote increased part1c1pat10n of c1v1l
society in public issues, such as relevant successful experiences from the National Councﬂs for
Sustainable Development and the Inter-American Strategy for Public Participation, among
others. As soon as possible, Governments will adopt work plans to implement legal and

' institutional frameworks based on the principles and recommendations in their respectlva )

countries.

H

- Entrust the OAS to encourage support among Governments and civil soc1ety orga.mzatlons, and
to-promote appropriate programs to carry out this initiative, and request the Inter-Americarn
Development Bank (IDB) to develop and implement, along with interested States and other
inter-American institutions, hemispheric financial mechanisms specially devoted to the
implementation of programs oriented toward strengthening civil society and public participation
mechamsms ,

Migrant Workers




Governments will:

- Reaffirm that the promotion and protection of human righté and the fundamental freedoms for
all, without distinction by reasons of race, gender, language, nationality, or religion, is a priority
for the international community and is the responsibility of every state.

- - Comply with the applicable international human rights instruments and, consistent with|the
legal framework of each country, guarantee the human rights of all m1grants including migrant
- workers and their families.

- Seek mll compliance with, and protection of, the human rights of all migrants, including
migrant workers, and their fam111es and adopt effective measures, including the strengtherung of
public awareness, to prevent and eradicate violations of human rlghts and eliminate all forrns of
discrimination against them, particularly racial discrimination, xenophobia; and related
intolerance.

- Reafﬁrm the sovereign rlght of each State to formulate-and apply its own legal framework and

‘ 'pohcles for migration, including the granting of permission to migrants to enter, stay, or exercise
economic activity, in full conformity with apphcable international instruments relatmg to human
rights and in a spirit of cooperation. ‘

- Seek full respect for, and compliahcé with, the 1963 Vienna Convention on Consular Rclaticns,
especially as it relates to the right of nationals, regardless of their immigration status, to
communicate with a consular officer of their own State in case of detention.

- Protect the rights of all migrant workers and their families, consistent w1th each country|’s
internal legal framework, by taking steps, in case they do not exist, to: 1) provide, with respect to
working conditions, thie same legal protection as for national workers 2) facilitate, as :
appropriate, the payment of full wages owed when the worker has returned to his/her country,
and allow them to arrange the transfer of their personal effects; 3) recognize the rights of '
citizenship and nationality of the children of all migrant workers who may be entitled to such
rights, and any other rights they may have in each country; 4) encourage the negotiation (')f
-bilateral or multilateral agreements, regarding the remission of social security benefits accrued
by migrant workers; 5) protect all migrant workers and their families, through law enforcement
- and information carnpaigns, from bécoming victims of exploitation and abuse from alien
smuggling; 6) prevent abuse and mistreatment of all migrant workers by employers or any
authorities entrusted with the enforcement of migration policies and border: control; and 7)
encourage and promote respect for the cultural identity of all mlgrants ,

- Support the activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with regard to the
protection of the rights of migrant workers and their families, particularly through the Special
Rapporteur for Migrant Workers. :

Strengthening Municipal and Regional Administrations
Governments will: |

- Within their legal framework and within a reasonable time, establish or strengthen mechanisms
for the participation of groups of society in the process of local and other subnational

_decision-making, such as open public hearings and public budget reviews, and promote
transparency in local and other subnational Government finance operatlons

- In accordance with legislation at all levels, pI‘OVIde for ﬁnancmg opt_lons for local and other
subnational Governments, including groups of local Governments, such as through transfers of
national revenue, access to private capital markets, and authority for raising revenue locally, in
order to expand the delivery of quality services as well as provide for training opportunities to
strengthen local and other subnational administrative capabilities. :



i

- In accordance W1th circumstances and the legal framework of each country, study the possible
transfer of additional national governmental functions to local and other subnanonal leve]s as
well as the pos31b111ty for enhancing such authorities.

- Share their experiences and information from emstmg and future programs supported by
multilateral and bilateral cooperation institutions such as the Organization of American States v
(OAS), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the World Bank, to facilitate the
implementation of this initiative.
Corruption

Governments will'

- Resolutely suppor“t the "Inter-American Program to Combat Corruptlon and 1mplement the
actions established therein, particularly the adoption of a strategy to achieve prompt ratification
of the 1996 Inter-American Convention against Corruption; the drafting of codes of conduct for
public officials, in-accordance with respective legal frameworks, the Study of the problem of
laundering assets or proceeds derived from corruption, and the promotion of mformatlon
campalgns on the ethical values that sustain the democratic system.

- Sponsor in Chile a Symposium on Enhancing Probity in the Hemisphere to be held no later
than August 1998, in order to consider, among other topics, the scope of the Inter-American
Convention against Corruption, and the implementation of the aforementioned program. They
will also resolutely support the holding of workshops sponsored by the Organization of ‘
American States (OAS) to disseminate the provisions set forth in the Inter—Amencan Convention
against Corruption. ‘

- Foster within the OAS framework, and in aécordance with the mandate set forth in the
Inter-American Program to Combat Corruption, appropriate follow-up on the progress achieved
under the Inter-American Convention against Corruptlon

- Promote in their domestic legislation the obligation for senior public officials, and those at
other levels when the law so establishes, to declare or disclose their personal assets and liabilities
to the appropriate agency. :

- Encourage the approval of effective and specific measures to combat all forms of corruption,
bribery, and related unlawful practices in commercial transactions, among others.

Financing of Electoral Campaigns
Governments will:

- Propose the exchange of experiences that may be used as a support for each country so that,
according to their own realities and legal systems, they adopt or develop internal rules that
regulate contributions to electoral campaigns and independent internal control mechanisms. -

. ‘ I
. - Consider the proposals resulting from the Meeting of Government Representatives on
Contributions to Electoral Campalgns held i in Caracas in February 1998, under the auspices of
.the OAS.

- Adopt or consider, as appropriate, measures to prevent financial contributions to electoral -
campaigns derived from organized crime and drug trafficking. Similarly, they will promote the
adoption of measures designed to ensure transparency in the origin of all contributions.

Prevention and Control of Illicit Consumption of and Traffic i in Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances and otheir Related Crimes ‘




Govemments will' :

- Continue to. develop their national and multilateral efforts in order to achieve full apphcatron of
the Hemispheric Anti-Drug Strategy, and will strengthen this alliance: based on the prrncrples of
respect for the sovereignty and territorial jurisdiction of the States, reciprocity, shared
responsibility and an integrated, balanced approach in conformity ‘with their domestlc laws.

- With the intention of strengthening mutual confidence, dialogue and hemispheric coope ratron ,
and on the basis of the aforementioned principles, develop, within the framework of the
Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD- OAS), a singular and objective
process of multilateral governmental evaluation in order to monitor the progress of their
individual and collective efforts in the Hemisphere and of all the countries participating in the
Summit, in dealmg with the diverse manifestations of the problem.

- Strengthen natronal.eﬁorts and international cooperation in order to:

. Enhance their national policies and plans with regard to the prevention of'illicit drug
consumption, and step up measures, particularly at the community level, in schools and those .
aimed at the most vulnerable groups, such as children and young people, in order to prevent the
growth and spread of this consumption and to eliminate financial incentives to illicit trafficking;

- Develop appropriate treatment, rehabilitation and reintegration programs with a view ta
allevratmg the serious social effects human suffering and other adverse effécts associated with
drug abuse :

.. Increase cooperauon in areas such as the ccllectlon and analysrs of data, standardlzatlon of
systems that measure illicit consumptron scientific and technical trammg and exchange of
experiences; . :

. Develop or encouray ze the development of campaigns to foster greater social awareness|of the .
dangers of drug abuse for individuals, the family and society as well as commumty participation
~plans;

. Sensitize publlc opinion as to the serious effects of drug abuse and the activities of criminal
organizations that deal with them, including at the wholesale and retail level

. Improve and update cooperatlve mechanisms to prosecute and extradite 1nd1v1duals charged
with the traffic in narcotics and psychotropic substances and other related crimes, in accordance
with mternatlonal agreements, constitutional requlrements, and national laws;

. Establish or strengthen existing, duly trained and equlpped specialized central units responsible
for requesting, analyzing and exchanging among the competent State authorities information
- relating to the laundering of the proceeds, assets and mstrumentalmes used in criminal activities
(also known as money laundering);

. Reinforce international and national contml mechamsms to 1mpede the 1111e1t traffic and
diversion of chemical precursors;

. Promote the'rapid ratification and entry into force of the Inter-American Convention Against
the Illicit Production and Trafficking of Firearms; promote the approval and prompt application
of the Model Regulations on the Control of Arms and Explosives Connected with Drug
- Trafficking of CICAD; encourage States, that have not already done so, to adopt the necessary
legislative or other measures to ensure effective international cooperation to prevent and combat
illicit transnational traffic in firearms and ammunition, while establishing, or strengthening,
systems to enhance the tracing of firearms used in criminal activity; and : ‘

Ehrnmate 111101t crops through the increased support of natlonal altematrve development
programs as well as eradication and’ 1nterdrctron




- Strengthen national drug control commissions, with a view to improving coordination in each
country in the planning and implementation of their respectlve national plans and in streamlining

1nternat10nal a331stance m this area.

- Underscore the valuable contribution of civil society, through its different organizations,

in the

areas of prevention of illicit consumptlon treatment, rehablhtatlon and social remtegratlon of

~drug addicts.

- Encourage financial institutions to redouble their efforts to prevent money laundering and the

appropriate business sectors to strengthen 1ts controls to prevent the diversion of chemical

precursors.

- Give full support to the upcommg Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly
which will be held in June 1998 for the purpose of promoting international, .cooperation with
respect to illicit drugs and related crimes and encourage all States to partic:pate:actively, at the

highest level, in that international meeting. They will make every effort to ensure effectiv

c

1mplementat10n of international narcotics agreements to which they have subscribed, at reglonal
and subregional levels, and for these to operate in consonance with the hemispheric effort and

reaffirm their support for CICAD and its fundamental role in the implementation of these
agreements.

Terrorism . -

Governments will*

- Take measures, as agreed in the Declaration and Plan of Action of lea in order to preyent,
combat and eliminate terrorism, applying for that purpose the most demswe will to comply with

the general objectives set forth therein.

. - Encourage States that have not yet done so to sign, ratify, or accede to, as apprepriate the .

international eonventlons related to terrorism, in accordance with their respectlve mterna]
legislation. ’
- Convene, under the auspices of the Organization of American States (OAS), the Second
Specialized Inter-American Conference to evaluate.the progress attained and to define fut
courses of actlon for the prevention,. combat and elimination of terrorism.

‘Building Confidence and Secunty Among States

.Governments will:
t

ure

- Promote regional dialogue with a view to revitalizing and strengthenin:g the institutions|of the

Inter-American system, taking into account the new political, economic, social and

strategic-military factors in the Hemisphere and in its subRegions. To that end, they will seek to ‘

expand further a climate of confidence and security among the States of the Hemlsphere

- Carry out, in the manner in which they are set forth, the measures and recommendations
resulting from the Regional Conferences on Confidence and Security Building Measures

held in

November 1995, in Santiago, Chile, and in February 1998, in San Salvador El Salvador under

the auspices of the Organization of Amerlcan States (OAS)

- Continue to Suppert the efforts of small-island States to address their special security concerns,

which are multidimensional in nature, and economic, financial, and environmental matter
taking into account the vulnerability and level of development of these States.

S,

- In furtherance of efforts to transform the Western Hemisphere into an antipersonnel mine-free
zone, and in recognition of the contribution in this regard of the Convenhon on the Prohibition

10




of the Use, Stockpiling, Production, and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their
Destruction, including its early entry into force, they will encourage actions and support
international humanitarian demining efforts in this area, with the goal of ensuring that prlorlty is
given to mines that threaten civilians and of ensuring that land ‘can be restored for productlve ‘
purpose. The latter will take place through effective regional and international cooperation and
coordination, as requested by the affected States, to survey, mark, map, and remove mines;
effective mine awareness for the civilian populatlon and assistance to victims; and development
-and deployment of new mine detectlon and clearance technologies, as approprlate

- Continue promoting transparency in matters related to defense policy, among other aspects,
with regard to modernizing the Armed Forces, comparing military expenditure in the Region,
and strengthemng the United Nations Reglster of Conventlonal Arms.

- Increase cooperatlon with Umted Natlons peacekeepmg efforts. -

- Encourage the development of cooperatlve programs: to'deal w1th natural dlsasters and
‘humanitarian search and rescue operations.

- Pledge their efforts to ensure that the peaceful resolution of pending conflicts and disputes is
achieved through existing mechanisms for the peaceful settlement of dlsputes within the
Inter-American System and in keeping with international law and treaties in force, and express
that said mechanisms and 1nstruments should be strengthened

- Acknowledge the value of ministerial or high-level meetmgs on the topics of international
defense and security, such as the Defense Ministerials of Williamsburg and Bariloche, as an
important contribution to regional dialogue on these matters, and, 1n this context, encourage
interested countries to hold other meetmgs i

- Entrust the OAS, through the Committee on the Hemispheric Security, to:
 Follow up on and expand topics relating to confidence and security building measures;

. Analyze the meaning, scope, and 1mphcat10ns of international securityconcepts in the
Hemlsphere with a view to developing the most appropriate common approaches by which to
manage thelr various aspects, including disarmament and arms control; and

Pmpomt ways to revitalize and strengthen the institutions of the Inter-Amencan System related
to the various aspects of Hemispheric Security.- ‘

This process will culminate in a Special Conference on Security, within the framework of the
OAS, to be held, at the latest, at the beginning of the next decade.{ '

- Support the con\;ening of a follow-up Regional Conference to the Santiag'o and San Salvador
Regional Conferences on Confidence and Security Building Measures, to further build mutual
.confidence in the Americas. :

The progress achleved in these matters will be reported to States, thereby ensurmg appropriéte
follow-up through the OAS, so that these topics may be discussed at the next Summit of]the
Americas:

i

Strengthemng of Jus tlce Systems and J udncnanes
Governments will:

- Develop mechamsms that permlt easy and timely access to justice by all persons, with
particular reference to persons with low income, by adopting measures to enhance the
transparency, efficiency and effectiveness of the courts. In this context, they will promot
develop and integrate the use of alternative methods of conflict resolutlon in the justice system.

14
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- Strengthen as appropriate, systems of crlmmal ]ustlce founded on the 1ndependenoe of the
judiciary and the effectiveness of public prosecutors and defense counsels, recognizing the

~ special importance of the introduction of oral proceedmgs in those counmes that consider it
- necessary to 1mplement this reform. :

- Step up efforts to combat orgamzed crime, and transnational crime, and, if necessary, foster
new laws and international conventions, as well as procedures and rnechamsms for continuing to
combat these scourges. :

" - Adapt legtslatlon and proceed, as soon as possible, with necessary institutional reforms and
measures to guarantee the comprehensive protection of the rights of childrén and youths to meet
the obligations established under the United Nations Convention on the nght of the Child and
other international instruments.

- Adopt as appropriate a clear distinction between procedures and consecjuences of violatloné of -
criminal law and measures established to protect children and youths whose rights are threatened
~ or violated, and will promote social and educational measures to rehabilitate young offenders.

- Foster the establishment and strengthening of specialized tribunals or courts for family matters,
as appropriate and in accordance with their respective legal systems. , '

- Expedlte the estabhshrnent of a justice studies center of the Americas, which will fac1htate
training of justice sector personnel, the exchange of information and other forms of technical
.cooperation in the Hemisphere, in response to particular requirements of each country. To this
end, they request the Ministers of Justice or other competent authorities to analyze and define the
most suitable actions for the organization and estabhshment for such a center.

- Promote in accordance with the legislation of each country, mutual legal and judicial - :
assistance that is effective and responsive, .particularly with respect to extraditions, requests for
the delivery of documents and other evidentiary materials, and other bilateral or multilateral
exchanges in this field, such as witness protection arrangements ‘

- Support the convening of periodic meetings of Ministers of Justice and Attorneys Gene1 al of
the' Hemisphere within the framework of the Organization of American States (OAS).

'
H

Modernization of the State in Labor Matters
‘Governments VWill: |

- Promote measures by their Ministries of Labor to provide high quality programs and assistance
for workers and employers, placing emphasis on greater decentralization of their functions, the
incorporation of new technologies, active labor market policies, better and more timely ‘

‘ 1nfolx;mlat10n regarding the labor market, and improvement of safety and health conditions|in the
workplace ) .

- Give spec1a1 attention to the incorporation of somally-dlsadvantaged groups into the workforce,
including women, minorities, youth, the disabled and other vulnerable populations, and to the
services offered by the Ministries of Labor that take into consideration their special needs. At the
same time, Governments will further strengthen their overall efforts, and coordination among
involved agencies, to address the issue of children at work. The Mlmstrles of Labor w111
exchange experlences on best practices in these areas. -

- Take actlons towards assuring that the Ministries of Labor have the necessary means to carry -
‘out this Plan of Action in areas within their Junsdlcnon

- Request the part1c1patlon of the International Labor Orgamzatlon (ILO) the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB) and the Organization of American States (OAS) to assist Labor ‘

P
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Ministries to support mtematlonal activities and exchange mformatwn on modemlzatlon
. methods and strategles

III. ECONOMIC INTEGRAT., ION AND FREE TRADE
A. Free Trade Area of the Amencas (FTAA)

1. We instruct our Ministers Respon51ble for Trade to take the following actions:

1. Initiate the negotiations for the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA), in accordance with -
the principles, objectives, structure, modalities and all other decisions as set out in the San José
Ministerial Declaration, by convening the Trade Negotiations Committee no later than June 30,
1998, and the Negotiating Groups no later than September 30, 1998.

2. Exercise the ultimate oversight and management of the negotiations. «

3. Achieve concrete progress in the negotiations by the year 2000 and agree on specific business
facilitation measures to be adopted before the end of the century.

4. Ensure that the negotiating process is transparent and takes into account the differences in the
levels of development and size of the economies in the Americas, in order to create opportunities
for the full parttelpanon of all countries, including the smaller economies. N

5. Conduct the negotiations in such a manner as to build broad public understandmg of and
support for the FTAA, and to consider views on trade matters from different sectors of our civil .
societies, such as busmess labor, consumer, environmental and academic groups, presented to
the committee of Government representatlves established at the Fourth Meeting of Trade
‘Ministers in Costa Ru,a

II. We instruct our Representanves in the institutions of the Tripartite Committee, in partlcular ,
the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), to allocate appropriate existing resources within
those institutions to support the Administrative Secretariat for the FTAA negotlatlons

I11. We urge the Trtpamte Committee to continue to respond posxtlvely to requests for technical
‘support from FTAA entities. We ask the three institutions to consider requests. for technical
assistance related to FTAA issues from member countries -in particular from the smaller
-economies in order to facilitate their integration to the FTAA process- according to their
respective procedures.

" B. Further Actions

In addition to initiating the negotiations for the FTAA, we have defined.a series of further
actions which must be consistent with the FTAA negotiation, aimed at deepening the process of
economic integration, as well as to create opportunities for the full participation of all countries,
including the smaller economies. We have prepared a series of proposals to advance the
“modernization of financial markets, programs of science and technology, energy cooperatlon,
and hemispheric infrastructure, in particular in the fields of transportat1on and
telecommunications. :

Strengthening, Modernizing and Integrating Financial Markets
' Governments will:

- Strengthen bankmg supervision in the Hemlsphere through: implementation of the Basle Core
Principles for Effective Banking Supervision; training programs to strengthen supervisory

capacity; and establishment of sound, high-quality reporting and disclosure standards for banks,
‘and creation of a Working Group to assist countries in this process. -
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- Improve banking and securities market clearance and settlement systems in the Hemisphere, in,
order to facilitate the 1ransparency, efficiency and security of internal and cross-border =
transactlons

Science and Technology
Governments will:

- Récognize that science and technology are related to various areas and objectives of this Plan
of Action within and beyond economic integration, free trade and sustainable development.

- Continue implementing the Cartagena Plan of Action, agreed to in 1996, with emphasis on
strengthening the capacity of the countries in the Hem1sphere to participate and benefit from the
knowledge-based global economy, promoting, among other actions, the growth of the
communications and information industries as strategic components of national and reglonal

integration processes. In the context of the Cartagena Declaration, recognize the 1mportant role
that existing regional institutions play in implementing this Plan of Action. .

- Apply science and technology to mitigate the damages caused by the effects of "El Nifio" and

- other natural hazards, such as volcanic eruptions, hurricanes, earthquakes, and floods, and their
impact on the economy and ecosystems, based on improved forecastmg, prevention and response
capacity, improved research and training methods to deal with natural hazards, and the
application of science and technology to address the effects of climate variability on health,
agriculture and water. In this context, cooperative research and exchange of information about
"El Nifio" and other natural hazards will be emphasized.

- Support the deve]opment and use of science, technology and 1nnovat10n mdlcators in
- fulfillment of the Cartagena Plan.

- Promote actions to foster alliances among all sectors of society to advance cooperation and
innovation in science and technology. It is recognized that university-industry relations, training
in technology management and other human resource development programs, as well as '
participation of small and medium-sized companies, are important elements for utilizing science
~ and technology to achieve hemispheric objectives.

Regional Energy Cooperation

In accordance with the legal and constitutional rules of every State, as well as with the ‘
commitments that our Governments assume in the context of the negotiations of the Free Trade
Area of the Americas (FTAA), in order to ensure sustainable energy development and further the
‘energy mtegranon of the Hemisphere,
Governments will:

- Promote pohcles and processes that facilitate the trade of products, goods and services 1elated
to the energy sector. N

- Give impetus to, in the shortest possible time, policies and processes that facilitate the
development of 1nfrastructure including across international boundarles to further the
integration of energy markets. ~

- Foster the création and strengthening of transparent and predlctable regulatory systems which
take into account the needs of the different parties involved.

- Promote lcgal, fiscal and regulatory systems in order to stimulate loca]z.and foreign private
investment in the energy sector in those areas permitted by respective Constitutions.

.- Increase access of rural inhabitants to energy services.
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- Support policies and programs that w111 stlmulate the development of renewable -energy and
energy efficiercy. ,

To support these actions, we will continue our cooperation efforts through the Hemispheric
Energy Initiative. :

Climate Change
Governments will:
In light of their commitments in the United Nations Framework Conventlon on Cllmate Lhange
and the decisions made at the Third Conference of Parties in Kyoto, Japan, “and-in view of the

Fourth Conference of Pames to be held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in November, 1998:

- Encourage the Parties to Work toward achieving the objectives and goals of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change. :

- Recognize the key role that technology plays in managing the environmental aspects related to
. energy, and encourage the exchange of technology, information and expenences as well as share
views on the Clean Development Mechamsm '

Hemispheric Infrastructure

A. General Infrastructure
Governments will:

- Charge the Inter-American Development Bank with the preparation of a draft set of voluntary

principles to be adopted by each of the countries, to facilitate private sector participation|in local
-and transnational infrastructure projects, that can serve as a basis for bilateral and mulnldteral

agreements. This draft will be submitted to Governments not later than December 1998, tto be
further discussed during a meetmg of mlmsters responsible for 1nfrastructure to be held in 1999.

B. Transportation

Governments will:

- Undertake the necessary actions to implement, to the fullest extent possible, and taking into
account subregional sectoral agreements, decisions, and projects, the Joint Ministerial
Declaration of the Second Hemispheric Summit on Transportatxon held in Santiago, Chile, in
April 1996, aimed at: a) promoting market-oriented, integrated, financially viable, and
env1ronmentally sustainable transportation systems and services, and b) prov1d1ng safe, efficient,
and reliable passenger and cargo services that foster the economic growth and development of
our countrles : .

- Develop a plan almed at ensuring the highest level of safety in air, sea and land transportatlon '

_systems, improving infrastructure and increasing environmental protectlon by i 1mprovmg
compliance with international standards and recommended practices established, such as those
established by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ) and the International
Mantlme Orgamzatmn (IMO).

- Enigage in discussions to develop a cooperation program, taking into account the Santlago and

San Salvador Declarations of the Regional Conferences on Confidence and Security Bulldmg

Measures, which would address maritime and air transport of nuclear and other hazardous wastes

and, where appropriate, work with the relevant international organizations to strengthen lor
, develop standards governing the transport of such goods and its safety.
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- Prepare a profile, with the cooperation of United Nations Economic Commission on
Latin-American and the Caribbean (ECLAC), of regional transportation systems and services
taking into account agreements, decisions, projects and studies already prepared by regional and
hemispheric organizations. Such a profile will identify the main problems and opportunities
faced by the countries in the Hemisphere as a first step toward establishing regional
transportation priorities and policies, with respect to, among other thmgs the harmomzatlon of -
standards and the exchange of technology. : ;

- Seek, from international financial institutions, resources necessary to undertake as soon as
poss1ble transportation infrastructure projects in the Americas, including those which take into
- account the specific needs of the smallest economles

C. Telecommunications

Govemments will'

. - Establish strategies to support the development and contmuous updatmg of a regional
telecommunications infrastructure plan, taking into account national plans, the need for universal

access to basic telecommunications services throughout the Region and the evolutlon of Global
Information Society. :

* - Work together in close cooperatlon with the pnvate sector to rapldly build out the
telecommunications infrastructure in the Region, adopting strategies to make affordable access
available to all for basic telephone service and the INTERNET, such as implementing the
Inter-American Telecommunications Commission (CITEL) gu1de11nes on-value added services
and encouraging, the development of community information service centers that provide access
to basic telephone and value-added services, computers, the INTERNET and multlmedlal '
services bearing in mind the'diverse needs of the countries of the Reglon and divergent levels of
developrnent

- Promote in cooperatlon with the private sector, the exchange and dlstrlbutlon of information
concerning regulatory matters such as universal access/ service, intérconnection and the.
establishment of independent regulatory bodies, takmg into account the commitmeénts made in
the World Trade Organization's Agreements on Trade in Basic Telecommunications Serv1ces
(the GBT Agreement), developments in the Free Trade Area of the - Américas.process, and the
Declaration and Plan of Action adopted by the 1996 Senior Telecommunications Ofﬁmals ‘
Meeting held in Washington D.C. with a view to developing, wherever possible, and subject to
national constraints, best practice guidelines and requesting when needed the assistance of
CITEL, regional telecommunications organizations, the International Telecommunications
- Union (ITU), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and others as appropriate.

- Foster, together with the private sector, the development of applications over electronic
networks, such as the INTERNET, broadcast television and radio, that taking into account
different socio-economic conditions.and languages, will support educatlon health, agrlculture
- and sustainable rural development, electronic commerce and other apphcatlons assisting small
savers, Micro-enterprises and Small and Medlum -size Enterprises (SMES) and modernization of
the State

- Encourage CITEL to address, with some urgency, studies: of the standards coordination aspects
of the telecommunications mfrastructuxe including the areas of Telecommunications
Management Network (TMN) and Intelhgent Networks (IN) so that the network can evolve to
meet the interconnection requirements and to support the 1mplementat10n of new applications in
_the regional context.

- Continue to examine ways to develop consistent regulatory approaches among member
countries leading to the promotion of greater commonality in the certification processes for

telecommunications equipment and to the establishment of a framework and to move toward the
negotiation and 1mpk mentatlon of a Mutual Recognition Agreement’ (MRA) for
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‘telecommunications equipment encompassing all the countries of the Region.

IV. ERADICATION OF POVERTY AND DISCRIMINATION

Extreme poverty and discrimination continue to afflict the lives of many of our families and
impede their potential contribution to our nations' progress. To move toward a prosperous future
for all, we will facilitate the provision of legal title to urban and rural properties and redouble our
efforts to increase access to credit and to provide technical support for microenterprises, and
protect the basic rights of workers. We will remove all forms of discrimination against Wlomen
indigenous communities, disadvantaged racial and ethnic minorities, and other vulnerable
groups. We will seek to enhance the quality of life of all people of the Americas through efforts.
that ensure access to adequate health services, to improved health technologies, to clean water
and proper nutrition. Taken together these measures will facilitate the inclusion of all
inhabitants, without exception, in the economic and democratic transformation of the

Hemlsphere
Fostering the Development of Micro, Small and Medium Size Enterprises

As a means to combat poverty and taking into account national differenoee the Governments
pledge to strengthen the development of micro, small and medium size enterprises by
undertaking the following specific actions:

Governments will:

- Ensure that a significant number of the 50 million micro, small and: medlurn size enterp rises in
the Hemisphere, whose owners and workers are persons with low i incomes, espec1ally women
from these enterprises, have access to financial services by the year 2000.

- Design and implement programs, with the support of the Inter-American DevelopmentBank
(IDB) and United Nations Economic Commission on Latin-America and the Caribbean
(ECLAC) and in coordination with the World Bank and other development cooperation
agencies, that promoie appropriate financial policy reforms that: accelerate the entry of
formal-sector financial institutions into this market; support the development of 1nst1tut10ns that
work in the sector; and eliminate impediments that 11m1t the access of micro, small and medium
size enterprises to ﬁnanc1al services. :

- Simplify and expedite the procedures for registration, obtaining licenses, complying with labor

and tax regulations, and the formalization, where appropnate of micro, small and medium size

enterprises. , :

. - Support private-sector prov1ders of non-ﬁnancml services to enable them to expand access to
new technologies and training for micro, small and medium size enterprises, which will permit '

them to enhance their competltweness in nanonal and global markets

- Promote partnerships of micro, small, and medium size enterprises to allow them to take
advantage of cooperative assistance in domg business and in modernizing business man agement.

- Promote inter-institutional coerdination by creating effective interchange mechanisms between
national and local public institutions that support micro, small and medmm size enterprises and
- facilitating their links with the private sector.

- Design national plans for the achievement of the actions prev10usly defined and convoke a
regional meeting of ministers or senior officials responsible for public policies to support micro,
small and medium size enterprises, for the purpose of exchanging information on those plans and
thus improving the effectiveness of support policies. To this end, the IDB, in cooperation with
ECLAC, will be asked to provide coordmatlon for this meéting.
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"~ Request that regional organizations and Government, multilateral, and bilateral development
agencies involved in the Region assist in policy reform and invest between US$400-$500
million over the next three years in programs, including tralmng and technlcal asswtance that .
support the actions 1dent1ﬁed in this Plan of Action. o

Property Registration
Governments will:

- Streamline and decentralize, as necessary, property registration procedures by: adopting
transparent, simplified procedures for titling and registration; disseminating information
regarding these procedures; utilizing, whenever feasible, state-of-the-art technologies for
property georeferencmg, computer-generated mapping and computenzed records storage; .
_incorporating alternative dispute resolution mechanisms; and avoiding ovetlapping
‘administrative fees for titling and registration. .

- Recommend that multilateral and bilateral cooperation institutions, especially the
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the World Bank, strengthen their financial and
technical assistance programs, including information exchange regarding experiences among
countries, to support simplified property reglstratlon procedures and to assure access for 'the poor
‘to those systems. ‘

- In accord with national legal frameworks, 1mp1ement measures, where necessary, to protect
rights accorded to indigenous populations, as well as information programs, if needed, t0 assure
greater awareness of indigenous populations of their rlghts in thlS respect -

Health Technelogies
Gévernments will:

- Seek, through public and private eﬁoﬂs or partnerships between them to enhance the
avaﬂablhty, access to, and quality of drugs and vaccines, especially for the most needy, by
promoting efforts to safeguard the quality, rational selection and use, safety and efficacy| of
pharmaceutical products, with special emphasis on vital and essential drugs; and by supporting
-regional initiatives that by the year 2002 will facilitate research, development, production and ‘
wutilization of vaccines, which will reduce the incidence of dlseases such as:pneumonia,
meningitis, measles, rubella and mumps. V

- Strengthen and improve existing national and regional networks of health information and
surveillance systems, so that stakeholders have access to data to address critical health issues in
the Region, in order to make appropriate clinical and managerial decisions. They will address the
_ development, implementation and evaluation of needs-based health information systems and .
technology, including telecommunications, to support epidemiological surveillance, the
operation and management of health services and proegrams, health ediication and promotion,
telemedicine, computer networks and investment in new health technologies. ‘

- Develop initiatives designed to reduce deficits in access to and quahty of drinking water, basic
sanitation and solid waste management, with special emphasis in rural and poor urban areas, by

- applying existing technologies or developing new, appropnate and effectlve low-cost
technologies. : :

"~ Make every effort to ensure that the necessary resources are-allocated for the development of
' the lines of action of this Plan, with the technical support of the Pan American Health
Organization (PAHQO). They also will promote bilateral and multilateral collaboration, and will
request the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the World Bank, and other finandial and
technical cooperation institutions to support the programs and activities included in this
initiative, according to their own specific priorities and fields of action.
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.- Develop mechanisms for evaiuating the relevance, cost and efficacy of the technologies
introduced to deal with these and other priority health problems.

Women

Governments will;

- Strengthen and establish, where they do not exist, national mechanisms and governmental
organs, as well as the respective regional and subreglonal networks in charge of promotlr'lg legal

- equality and equality of opportunities between women and men, focused on gender equlty, and
provide them with adequate and timely financial resources to enable these entities to promote ,
-~ coordinate and carry out the commitments undertaken by the States at the World Conference on
Human Rights, the International Conference on Population and Development, the World| Summit
on Social Development, the Summit of the Americas, the Fourth World Confererice on Women,
and the recent "Santiago Consensus" of the VII Regional Conference on Beijing Follow-up
- (ECLAC/UN). : ” ' ‘

- Examine the existing laws and their implementation in order to identify obstacles limiting the
full participation of women in the political, economic, social and cultural life of our countries.

Whenever necessary, promote reforms or create new laws to eliminate all forms of
discrimination and violence against women and to guarantee the protection of children’s|rights.

- Implement and follow up on the commitments regarding the status of women as agreed to at -
~ the Summit of the Americas, with the support of the Inter-American Commission on Women
(ICW), in collaboration w1th civil society, with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)
the World Bank, United Nations Economic Commiission on Latin-America and the Canbbean :
(ECLAC), and other entities of international cooperation, using when appropriate the System of
Indicators adopted by the countries of the Americas at Montelimar Nica;ragua

- Promote policies designed to improve women's health conditions and the quahty of health
services at every stage of their lives.

‘ Basic’Rights of Workers

Governments will:

- Exchange informational materials regarding their labor legislation, with the objective of

contributing to better mutual knowledge of such legislation as well as to promote core labor

standards recognized by the International Labor Organization (ILO) - -freedom of association; the

right to organize and bargain collectively; the prohibition of forced labor; the ellmlnatlon of all

" exploitative forms of child labor; and non-discrimination in employment. Such mformatlon will

also include references to the mechanisms and/or legal authorities of Ministries of Labor to

. implement core labor standards as a fundamental component of productwe workplaces and
positive labor-management relations.

- For these purposes carry out the exchanges by, among other means, furnishing mformanonal

. materials on relevant changes to their labor legislation, mechanisms and/or legal authorities for
implementation of core labor standards, and progress in the area of labor-management relations,
to be provided at a meeting of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers-of Labor, to be held
in 1998 and their other meetings, as appropriate, including with the assistance of the

Organization of American States (OAS), International Labor Orgamzauon (ILO) and
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). '

- Further secure their observance and promotion of internationally recognized core labor
standards. In this context, they recognize the ILO as the competent body to set and deal with
these standards and support the ongoing work of the ILO with regard to exchanges of
information and the negotiation of a new Declaration of Principles on Fundamental Rights of
Workers and appropriate follow-up; believe that economic growth and development fostered by

19 f



increased trade and further trade liberalization contribute to the promotion of these standards and
should lead to higher levels of employment; similarly reject the use of labor standards for
protectionist purposes, and, in this regard, note that the World Trade Orgamza’uon (WTO) and -
ILO Secretanats shall continue their collaboratlon

Indigenous Populations

To promote greater participation of indigenous populations in society through adequate access to
education, health care, and occupatlonal training, with the aJm of improving their standard of
living, :

Govemments will:

- Support activities in the field of education aimed at improving the part1c1pat10n of indigenous
populations and communities in society. Such activities would seek to strengthen the identity of
indigenous populations.and promote respectful coexistence among différent social groups in
commumtles and States.

- Promote the widening of basic and secondary education services with training orientation,
- mainly in Regions with high percentages of indigenous populations, through greater support
from Governments and international cooperation, at the request of interested Governments SO -
that indigenous and non-indigenous populations have the opportunity to receive techmcal
training and contribute to the development of their countries. To the extent possible, the| {tralmng
areas which are implemented parallel to educational processes should respond to the needs of the
Region and to productive strategies. :

- In cooperation with regional organizations, development institutions and NGOs, actlvely
support and promote capacity building activities and productive projects, 1ncludmg agriculture,
handicrafts, small trade and industry and marketing. To the extent pOSSlble these should be
guided and ‘administered by indigenous populations. :

- Facilitate the organization of round-tables at the national and hemispheric level, in partnership

with indigenous populations, with a view to promoting greater understanding of and cooperation

in the areas of education and health, with a particular emphasis on women and children.

Governments will also promote research mltlatwes on the relatlonshlp between indigenous

population, poverty and development..

- Proceed with inter-governmental examination within the Organization of American, States

+ (OAS) framework of the "Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples”
prepared by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, w1th a view toward the possible

adoption of a Declaration. . |

‘Hunger and Malnurtrition o
Governments will:

- Give the highest priority to reducing infant malnutrition, concentrating efforts on health,
" nutrition and education programs for the nutrition of infants, particularly those less than|three, as

those are the years of greatest vulnerability. To that end, emphasis shall be given to adequate

nutrition and the correction of specific nutritional deficiencies, specifically with vitamin and

mineral supplements combined with greater use of vaccinations and immunizations and
“monitoring during the growth of the child.

- Give high priority to the nutritional and caloric needs of women before and durmg pregnancy
and while they are breast-feeding. Governments therefore will promote breast-feeding as an
important source of nutrition for babies. The nutritional needs of other high risk groups such as
the elderly and the disabled will also be addressed.
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- Continue, as far as possible, with the dialogue begun at the Inter-American Conferencejon -
Hunger, held in Buenos Aires in October 1996, and they will explore the application, in their
respective jurisdictions of the measures suggested there, in particular the creation of alliances
with the private sector to fight hunger and malnutrition, the creation of food bank networks with
volunteer participation and the creation of an Honorary Council dedlcated to fostermg activities
to reach Summit objectives in this area.- o

Sustainable Development

- We recognize the effort made by the Organization of American States (OAS) in terms of ‘
follow-up of the Sustainable Development Summit, and instruct it, through the Inter-American
Commission on Sustdinable Development, to continue coordination related to fulfillment t of its
mandates. We ask the entities of the Inter-American System and the United Nations to
strengthen cooperation related to implementation of the Santa Cruz Plan of Action.

Cooperation

- With the intention of achieving a greater impact in our national and collective efforts, we
charge national agencies and organizations responsible for international cooperation with
supporting the preparation and implementation of programs and projects which flow from the
Plan of Action..Moreover, we request the participation of the multilateral cooperation
mst1tut10ns with the same objectlve .

SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS FOLLOW-UP o l

- The Heads of State and Government w111.contmue to meet periodically to-deepen cooperation- -
and understanding amiong the countries of the Americas, and, to that end, will strengthen| the
: hemlsphenc institutional framework.

- The Governments will bear primary responsxbﬂlty for implementation of the mandates of the
Summit. The mechanism established by their Foreign Ministers, called the "Summit
Implementation Review Group" (SIRG), will continue functioning under their 1mmed1ate
authority. The National Summit Coordinators of the Foreign Ministries will guarantee rapld
contact, through the appropriate channels, with all Government agencies involved in carrying out
the mandates resulting from the Summit meetings. :

- The SIRG will meet on a periodic basis (two or three times.a year) to monitor the follow-up
process and assess the degree to which the Summit mandates have been fulfilled. It will be
chaired by the country holding the Summit and co-chaired by both the country that has most
recently served as host and the country that will serve as the next host ("trmka") Dec151ons w111
be adopted by consensus. :

*" - Senior representatives of the Orgamzatlon of American States (OAS), the Inter-Amencan
Development Bank (IDB), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHQO), and the Umted
Nations Economic Commission on Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), will be invited
to support the Governments participating in the SIRG in order to follow up on the commitments
of the Summit and to achieve greater coordination and effectiveness of these institutions in
performing this task. To that same end, a representative of the World‘Bank will be invite1:l.

- The OAS Secretariat wﬂl be assigned responsibility for operating as a record -keeping
_mechanism (the mstltu‘uonal memory of the process) and for providing techmcal support|to the
SIRG. ,

- In accordance with Summit decisions, international organizations will have responsibilities in
implementing this process and, as appropriate, accordmg to Summit mandates, support will be
prov1ded by private sector organizations and civil soc1ety :

- In the case of specific mandates that reqplre the convening of sectoral ministerials, these
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meetlngs when appropriate, will take place under the aegis of the OAS Inter-American Council
for Integral Development. Moreover, the OAS, IDB, PAHO, and ECLAC, as appropriate, will

lend technical support to the meetmgs the results of which will be reported to the States through
the OAS Secretariat.

- The.SIRG will armually report on the progress achieved in the ﬁllﬁllmént of the Plan of Action
to the Foreign Ministers, who will review this information on the occasion of the Regular
Session of the OAS Genéral Assembly. '

- Under the guidance of the Foreign Ministers, the SIRG will make prepérations for the next
Summit, bearing in mind the contributions of the pertinent organs of the OAS and other
mtematmnal organizations involved.

Entire contents © 1998 Organization of American States, Office of Summit Follow-Up




