"At the end of his life, he had arrived at a new approach
) that held great promise..."

-Vice President Gore, ,
Eulogy for Mickey Leland, November 21, 1989

The Honorable J. Brian Atwood
Administrator
U.S. Agency for International Development

cordially invites you to join
Vice President Al Gore
at a public launch of

THE LELAND INITIATIVE:
Empowering Africans in an Information Age

Wednesday, June 5, 1996 at 11:00 a.m.
The Old Executive Office Bu1ldmg
Room 450
Washington, D.C.

In response to Vice President Gore’s request to bring the benefits of the Us.
information revolution to Africa, this Initiative will connect 20 countries in Africa
to both the Internet and other Global Information Infrastructure (GII)

techriologies. This innovative program commemorates the late M
a tireless advocate for African development.

‘ckey Leland,

We request that you arrive no later than 10:30 a.m. to be cleared into the Old Executive Office

Building. To RSVP for this event, please call Ms. Tracy Scrivner at (202) 647-844
your name and date of birth. You may also fax this information to Ms. Scrivner atx
Please note that information will be needed for White House clearance no later

June 4, 1996, 12:00 p.m.

0 and provide
(202) 647-8321.
*_than Tuesday,
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~ Africa Goes On Line ‘
Leland Initiative connects continent to the world

The goal of U.S. Agency for International Development’s (USAID) Leland Initiative is to
supplement and improve sustainable development in Africa through the use and exchange of electronic
information and technologies. Named for Congressman Mickey Leland, founder of the House Select
Committee on Hunger and killed during a food relief mission to Ethtopta in 1989, the Leland
Initiative will provide 20 African nations with access to the Internet. By enhancing the ablllty of
Africans to access, produce and use information. this pro;ect will place powerful tools at their
ﬁngemps

Information, with its ability to transform economic and social structures, is a criticall strategic
resource for all countries. regardless of their levels of development. Africa is the last region of the
world with minimal connections to telecommunications. ‘

With strong support from Vice President Al Gore, the five-year, $15 million USAID program
will be one of the main elements connecting Africa to the Global Information Infrastructure.

Internet access will be made available to all sectors of the African development community
including: private voluntary organizations, non-government relief organizations, government agencies,
private developers and individuals. Additionally, international donor organizations such as the World
Bank and the Red Cross will be able to monitor the progress of various assistance programc' in Africa
via the Internet.

The Leland Initiative will accelerate and bolster sustainable developmettt efforts in African
nations by helping them to help themselves. For example: ‘

® With accurate and up-to-date market information, factory managers are better able to
prosper and contribute to overall economic growth in their region.

® Village health workers can get instant medical dxagnosxs and advice from distant capitals,
reaping the benefits of lessons learned from others” experience in similar situations.

@ School children and their teachers can reach beyond their classroom walls to unlimited
information sources and real life exchanges available through the Internet. -
: -- more --
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® Democracy is reinforced as citizens better communicate 1ntcrests and reactions t

) policies
among each other and to their government representatives.

® Potential food shortages, drought and other broad environmental emergencies are more
easﬁy overcome when governments and relief workers have reliable, readlly accessible mformanon

USAID, in cooperation with technicians from NASA, the U.S. Navy, the State Department
and the private sector, has begun country-by-country configuration and installation of Intex;'net service
in Africa. Applications will be designed to suit each country’s specific technology and development

needs, incorporating existing systems and efforts already underway by other donors like the World
Bank and the United Nations Development Program.

In order to ensure the long-term viability of this program, USAID will work with partner
governments on policy reforms aimed at encouraging private service providers to develop the Internet
user base. This includes identifying and training Internet service providers, making relevant
information available in a useful format, working with the business community to effectively market
the information and increasing the ability of Africans to use the new information.

USAID is the government agency that admlmsters humanitarian and economic assistance to
over 70 countries wcrldmde

#a# .




Talking Points of
- J. Brian Atwood
Leland Initiative Launch
Opening

“Washington, D.C.
June 5, 1996

- Good morning. Welcome to the launching of the Leland
Initiative. I would like to offer a special greeting to our
friends in Ghana. Among others, we are joined by Dr.
Charles Mensa [ MEN-SAH] of the Institute of Economic

Analysis. Dr. Mensa, welcome.
[Dr. Mensa responds for about 30 seconds]

--~ We are also fortunate to have in the audience" today
Representative Jack Fields, the Chairman of the
Subcommittee on Telecommunications and Finance of the
House Commerce Committee. Jack has really been of
trefnendouxs heip to us'in getting this initiative up and
running, and I would like to invite him to come up here and

share a few words with us today.




[Rep. Fields comes to the podium, offers remarks fof two minutes,

then returns to his seat in the first row]

- --  This launch coincides wit_h the Fifth U.S.-Africa

Telécomrnunications and Broadcasting Conference. The

conference brings Atogether key players in the
telecommunications community from both the U.S. and
Africa. More than 20 conference participants are here
today, including two from Ghana -- .Minister Edward Salia
[SAH-LEAH] from the Ministry of Transport and

Communications, and Minister Kofi Totobi Quakyi.
[KOF-EE TOTO-BEE KWATAY], the Minister of
Information. We’re also honored to have members of

the AAfrica.n diplomatic community here today.

-- I am also very pleased to welcome our partner agencies in -
this initiative -- the Department of State, the Navy and |
NASA. This really has been a joiht effort among our

“agencies, and tovgethe'r we are committed to making it a

_ success.
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It 1s always nice -- particularly these days -- to have a
chance to celebrate. And today, we do have a great d

acclaim:

We have an occasion to celebrate an initiative that wil
help conrnect 20 African nations to the best

telecommunications technology the world has to offer.

We have an oppertunity to honor Mickey Leland -- a
man who was truly a champion of Africa -- and to

recommit ourselves to his vision.

And we have a chance -- hopefully -- to see this

technology at work before our eyes. We will being

sharing this experience with our friends in Ghana and

hearing about what the Leland Initiative means to them.

Who better to demonstrate this Internet technology tha
our young friends here, who will be interacting with

Ghanaian students. These are our future leaders, and I

am sure some of them could teach us all a few tricks on

the computer.

eal to
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money or bigger programs; he knew the key was giving

~ The Leland Initiative is our response to the Vice President’s

request to bring the benefits of the information revolution to

Africa. We have already started this work.

The initiative is emphasizing a publie—private partnership to

bring full internet connectivity to 20 nations in Africa. The

project will open doors through policy reform,

- demonstrating the effectiveness of approprlate hardwar;e and

- software, and Identlfy and train local private sector Internet

providers. Testing and planning activities in Benin, Cote
d’Ivoire, Ghana and Mali are almost complete. The
response has been overwhelmingly positive, both in the

public and private sectors.

As I mentioned, this initiative is named for Mickey Leland

who worked tirelessly on behalf of Afr1ca His work was’

vital in assisting Ethiopia during the time of its most d1re

" need. But Mickey’s efforts also reached well beyond

Ethiopia. Working with Africans, working as a real partner,

- Mickey was driven to help unlock the incredible potential of

Africa. Mickey knew that the answer wasn’t always more

4




- solve their own problems. He knew the power of

~information.

" left undone. That is why I am,particularly pleased that

Africans the knowledge and the resources they nieeded|to

Today we want to honor the memory of Mickey Leland and

those who are carrying on his work. We want to honor]'

those

who, along with Mickey, also gave their lives in the sé:rvice

of the United States and in the cause of bettering Afric!a.

These people included USAID and State Department
personnel, representatives of the private sector,

Congfessional staff, and Africans themselves.

We must recommit ourselves to carrying on the work of our

fallen colleagues by making this initiative a reality and

redoubling our commitment to Africa. The one thing I

by

know our colleagues would not accept is seeing their work

Vice President has chosen to join us today in this

U.S.-African relations, and he a remains a leading voic
pursuing an American foreign policy that makes for a

stronger Africa and a stronger America.

5
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celebration. Vice President Gore epitomizes the strength of
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- Ladies and gentlemen, the Vice President of the United
States, Al Gore.

—- end --




- John Norris Draft fljom RRusseIl (Final redraft by Gary Bombardier based on late
changes in the Leland launch event) '
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- Houston Chronic

Thursday, June 6, 1896

Vice President Al Gore talks to. from left, Kamala Smith, 10, of Silver n : i
Spring. Md., Jarrett Leland, 10, of Houston, and Rabl Smith, .11, of in Ghana. Leland is the son of the late Rep. Mickey Leland.

Leland project links continent to U.S.|

By LE!}LEV HENSELL
Houston Chronicle

The young students surfed the
‘Net. chatting via satellite with new
friends across the Atlantic and
sharing the addresses of neat Web
‘sites.

The technology was common- -

. place ti the children on this side of
' the ocean. But for their counter-
-parts, Wednesday's cvber-meeting
was a first look at a powerful new
link that is bringing the Internet to

20 African countries. .

Vice President Al Gore. with the
help of Jarrett Leland, 10, and Rabi
and Kamala Smith, 12 and 10, chat-
ted Wednesday from Washington
with seventh-graders in Accra,
Ghana.

The demonstration launched the
Leland Initiative, a project to help
Africans access, produce and use
the Internet. Of the populated re-

ions in the world. Africa has the
east telecommunications connec-
tions.

The five-year, $15 million program

Silver Spring during an Internet meeting Wednesday with students

was shepherded through Congress
by Gore and U.S. Rep. Jack Fields,
R-Humble. It takes its name from
former U.S. Rep. Mickey Leland. a
Houston Democrat killed in a plane
crash in 1989 while on an aid mis-
sion to Ethiopia. :

“The U.S. Agency for Internationat
Development (USAID), which is
overseeing the initiative, hopes to
provide Internet access to 20 devel-
oping African nations in the next 14
months.

" See LELAND on Page 14A|.

Rep. Mickey Leland die:q in.-
a plane crash during an &id

mission to Ethiopia [n 1989.

Leland

Continued from Page 1A.
Lane Smith, project officer for the

tnitiative, said one of the program's .
- most promising applications is a

municipal management training
program currently taught by USAID
on a face to-face basis. It is estimat-
ed that Africa will need 10 million to
20 milbon municipal officials in the
next decade, and placing the train-
program on the Intemet will
more of these employees to
receive instruction than ever before.

“This will allow us to put solutions
to Africa's problems in Africans’
handdr;." Smith said,

Although many r people still
will not be able to Egcoess the Inter-
net, Smith hopes that an informa-
tion center system will spring up in
cities and villages across Africa.
Entrepreneurs could make a busi-
ness out of getting information in a
useful form to people in their towns,
Smith said. )

Schools are another promising

area for computer technologies, and
USAID is looking for ways that U.S.
schools can share information and
technology with schools in Africa,
Smith added. .

In addition, - African businesses
now will be able to access market
and technical information from oth-

er countries. USAID officials also-

hope the Internet will facilitate the
growth of democracy by allowing
Africans better access (o their rep-
resentatives and other nations. -

“As an example, people in'a town
in Uganda trying to set up a tax
system could access the tax system
in some town in Massachusetts that
is applicable,” said Leah Levin, a
USAID spokeswoman.

USAID teams now are in Mali and

Ghana setting up systems and train- _

ing technicians. R

“The primary result will be
Africans accessing valuable tools
and information that they haven't
been able to before,” Levin said.

Gore attributed the project’s suc-
cess to Mickey Lelancf Leland had
invited Gore to accompany him on
his last trip to Ethiopia. Gore, who at

the. time was a U.S. senator, had
planned to go but canceled when his
6-year-old son was hit by a car.

Gore said" his friendship with

Leland, combined with his resolve
to continue Leland's work, led him

. to strive to make a difference in
Africa. :

Jarrett Leland, the former con-
gressman’s son, may be chatling
with his new African friends again
soon. His school, River Oaks %‘Je-

mentary, Is attempting to establish
- & link with the Ghana school in the

fall. This would be similar to a
pen-pal program River Oaks had
this year with a London school.
“It's a great !expeﬁence for chil-
dren to learn about children in other
countries,” said Alison Brisco, a
Houston investment banker and

Mickey Leland’s wife at the time of

his death.

“This will allow important re..

sources and technology to be shared
internationally and make informa-
tion and news available to 8o many
more people. It's a way of tying the
world together.”




kzle to intrsduse the pecpla of the United S$tafas fo a new

’ ‘ TdE WHITE HCUSE

Crrice of trhe Prass Secretary

Foer mmadiate Releasa : March 19, 13%¢

VIZEQTAPEL REMARXS BY THE PRESIDENT
TC 'T'HE PEUZLE OF AFRICA

THZ PRESIDENT: To 2l) onr friands in Africa, let|me2
say hew very much I'n lcoking ferward to my upcoming trip.
1'1ll travel L¢ Ghaua, Ugands, Souzh Zfrica, Dotswana, and
Sz2negal. It will be z real privilege for me to be the first
American Fresident to visit those countries.

‘This iourney will be my opportunity, and vours, tg

Africa -- an Africa whose political and economic accomplishments
grow rncre imoresvive eall mcnth. I want to see for myself what
America can learn Zrom Africa and how we can work with ycu as
partners To build s betzter future fcr &ll our children.

As I visit vour countries and meet your leaders and
zene, I'll . nave in mind four central goals for us f£o work
ré together. Tirsz, w2 want to support Africa's democracies
ascse with long and proad bisiories, and those that are newly
7ing. 7Together we can create a glcbal community of natlions
that respect and promote hiiman rights, tolerance, and kroad
participation in pubklic life.

Sccond, we want te increase trads and investment with
Africe. When it ccmes Tc econcxmic develcopment, America and
Arrica can help sach otrer, cpening markels, bullding
businesses, creating jobs sr boih continants. 2 prosperous
future awalts us 1f we strengthen the gcoromic ties between our
countries and give-all cour peovle the education and training
they ne2d o succezc in this new glcbal economy.

But demccracy and prosperity are threatenad where
there is vislence, so cur third goal 1s %o ic0% fcr ways Lol woik
in partnership with the rations of Africa to prevent armed '
conflict. Ethnic and political violence continuss to plague
ra-rs of Africa. Togather we can, and we must, find solutiforns.
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Faurthn, the United States wants to play a role i=n
oreserving Africa's majestic ratural beauty and wildlife, and
enpuring sustalnable deveclepment of Africa's nabtural resources.
The raticns ¢of the world wmust continue ts cooperate and avaid
envircrmental destruztion and tvo leave a rich heritage to our
ckildren.

There are many other areas where we Can Drogress as
partners -- irproving nutrition and health care, eredicating

diseases like RILS end malaris, cwpowering women, fighting crire

and drugs, expanding civic and cultural ties across the ocean.
With the 213t :century fzst-approzczhing, Africe, the cradle of
human civiiizaticn, 1is ferging a vibrant future for itself with
rew leaders, new cpporiunities, ard new hope. The core *aAuea
that are driving Afrieca's rensissance -- democracy, dlvers;tv
free enterprise -- those are the values that the Unitad Stat
shares. .

My wife Hillary, my daugnter Chelsesa, ithe euilre

United Stazss delegation and I look forward £ being with you
and sharing cur experience with the American pnc“l

-39-32 29
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THE WHITE ECUSZ

”t the Prass Sevcetary
‘Accra, Gharaj
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For Immaziate Ralpasza March 23, 1

REMARXS BY THE FRESIDENT
AT TETRNOSpKvE PIECE CTORPS PROJECT SITE

Accre, Ghana

THE PREZSIDENT: TranX you vary much,
wondorful job. She said she was rarvous,
Give h2r ancther hand.
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Let me than? you again President end Mss. Raw.aings fer
their wen der vl waicome. Ana I want to thank -re Presican. v
his l=2acderskip for democracy, Zfor eczcnomic reform , for ti E
econcmic empouerneh- of women znd the educztion oI children znd
for koing willing ©o take a stand far pease in this arez.| Fer
all those things Z bank aim. o R

I thank Ambassacer and Mzs. Brysn and .re c1s-1uqu snhs
rerrasentztives of the cgoverrment of Gaena. 1L'd also likz TS,

if T might, intrecduse the people who came with Eillary ani.me . .
=oday -- 2t least some of tnem I-see there. First,-the nexbers
cZ the Unitcd Statee Congrass -- Charles Ranrgel, Zd Roves, JTiz:
McDermctt, Maxine Waters, Donald Payne, and Williax Jefierscu.

I eaink that's all of them. Tiualix you very much fer oe;ng waTs,
&nd merkers of the President's Cabiret -- Secretary of Cormarde
2iil Daley, 3ecretary »% Labor Rléxis Herman, Secratary of
Transpartarion Rodney Slzzer, and cur AID Cirector Brian Btwosd.
And ry Specizl EInvoy to Atr:ca, Reverend Jesse Jacksorn. [®ad the
man whe kesps seoplc all ovar the world entartaired, fthe cuTer
of 3lack Entertainment Television, Bob Jechrson is here.

You Xnow, I hzve travelied all over the wcrld on kehall oI
the peorle of the United Stazes and I thin¥ I can say twc Zhizgs
w?thout fear of kaing wronc. The welcome I received in ‘
Incepancdence Sguare -oday is the largest welcome I have gver .
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racaived arnywres-=. And all dzy lons this 1s slazriy the warnmest
welccme I Lave 2vsr received. '

T aq now Unouyy second sulit. AT Laas cal2, whan I get ¢rf
the girplane in E0tswanz, I'11 Ze Iin nmy swiinlsg &rinks.,  And
y2u Will say, the President has fagen Africen Informaiity tee
far. ’

I want to thank all of yeou fzor *aklng th2 time z> teach us
atout wour ec.tupllishnents. Teskhn:mScsve calebrates ifts 3INtT
pistiadzy thils wzzr. Just like the Zeaca Corps, it &isc
estaplished its f.rst Zlelz operaticn here in Chara. The resson
I wentai tc e nere is because beth TechnoServe and osur Paace
‘Corps wvolunteer:z zre werking tc help Africans relp themseslves o
becemz healthier, betzer s<ucatad, zore prosparcus -- simply
speaking, betitsr ejuipped te dream thair cwn d'ea ms and to make
Tham Ieme true. ’

vYou shculd aliso kncw thzt L strengly believe ilel the
frvesiments w2 niake nzre sre investnents in America's Jutura zs
weli, Dbecause sIrcnger and neore dynamic RAfrican cemmunmities and
African natizze will Se betkar parr-ars fcr Americazns in neeting
the chailenges snd reaping the oppsrtunities of this great new
century:that .3 jusi befurs us. ‘

“he friendship

acreoss the gars 5% qec

@#ill 3¢ sc ever wcra a
(oo

) d between Anericans and AZrizans
qra nv ,“d cilture benelit bctn of us an

s our Ezrth za2ts smallier and stailer cndv
T nacre =nd more Intcerdesendsn ’

Bliziz meniiconed that Lww ywers ago at the White Hc"-e I
had tre pleasura of welceming back =many of the Feace Corps
roiunteers, including many who are serving her2 today. NOW mcre
<aan :énn'?aarn Corps rolunteers have lived and iearned in
Ghana, and 37,720 in Africa. I waat to say azl of wou, your
?:esi‘ent and ¥our country ara n:c“d 22 yon and grazeful to you.
I thank you very =uch.

The Peace {orps volunteers, zhe TechncServe wercers, their
”han,lap partnzrs, all ¢f yoa demonstrate what we can-dc when we
work tegether. T also want to sav a special word ¢
E tisn to Brian Atwzced and z: the people her in Ghana whe
U r cur Rgency Zfor Intexnational Davelicprmend, '

(c

i

g
g
oy |
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Cir totai assistance te Gheaa this yeer i3 more thaa $5C
nillion. But if our aid is going o have its greatest inaCt'
we Tust also nave rore trade z2ad investment. 1oca"
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are aopering uc

mpporTuninies fcr investors large and sralll,
Prctects like the cnes I saw today cen help new enirepreneurs,
-Ava,u-ng vwemen. mactar the sxills te meke *-a mast of thess
gcpestuniiles.

.

I wal. szy again , 2cucatica ~ill be mers impertsaat t2
Africz in .the Zlst certury than it was in tre ZJth century. and
I esmecial’y commend TechnoServe for helpinc womer learrn |the
math and reading skills trey need tc -un gcod kusinesses. I
alsag wan* to thark the Pzaze Corps voluntesrs T saw teaching rhe

science experiment to the ycuny peosple. They understood|it.
event if T dodn' : :

Lat me also say the President and I had 2 sobering, |pu: .
important visit tnday abcu= the enargy shortage that the|dz-sught
has caused hare in 5han: and the impact it can nave on busizess,
agriueulturs and sconomic healthk and thae stazility af the '
society. ‘ ‘ 4 :

)3 genara:ion 230, the vision of Fresident Xernedy zrnd
President Nkruxah led to the constructicn oI the Akasomoa oo
thst~helpad tc power F-ana's growth. Today. President Qa~‘_haa
and T discussac how cur Two countries can wcrk together o
develop 2 cumiprehensive strateg y fer Ghana that will g*v$ vt

the ernwvircament that .s sc impertens to the future of zhe jod-Topali
here. ‘

m Pl easel to annsunce that we will suarantee 2. 3¢”
nill;;n iloan tc the Ghanaian zavarnment for =he purchase| of fws
bargz-mounted rower planss Zails by Westingrouse. I -alsc wan:
TC &SSire TohaL we wWilli vontinmue %¢ Drowmete tho epirit 2% service

that strengrnens tcth our cauntries when woa parmit Amar:ca:s zc

come her: angd Work 25o5ng wou,
Now more than crne :enera ien ¢ Fesace Carps vclunteF'=“as
returncc, carrying a lifelong 2va- far this contiaent and its
veorle. Znd their service does not end wren they ccre home.
N¢w there are Peace Curps volunteers who crc in the Fresjident’s
Cekiret, in cu:- Ccngreass, lead.ng communities all zcross '
Bnerica. My own secre::: P Betty.Cur::e, why is nhere with e .
This t=ip, used to work fcr the Peacze Corps for the J;*%: =r oI
the Zfrica Divisien. So I would sey basei Sh my perscnal
'ezu-r_en—m that i1'e pretty gzceod an-the-jnb -ra*nlng £57 ke
rest of life.

Zast month, as Alicia said, I did ask ths Congress |[tZ
me in putiing 1¢,9CC Peace Corps wvolunteers abread by Lie e



http:stre:1.gT
http:N'kr'.l!I:.ah
http:e:.li.d'!cor.oxr.ie
http:vo!u:l'tr,;t;.rs
http:s~i:'.ls

A

2o, "Ratl's a more thin 50-cer'e“- insrzase from :::aj 3
L2vels. Again I say, ktv extencing 2 helring hand <rroughsout tha
woutld, we liIft <he lives ¢ RAmericans at rowe.

Tet me szy Cne firal hinyg .i.az I 3aid to the [racident and
Mrs. Rewlings anc tane others wnc htssted us &t lunch. This s a
great day Zor ms and ferxr Hillary. Ny wife fnas ceen sz
intereszaed in A%rina, a:d she and cur dzuchter made 3 wonderful
trip to Rfrica nct sc long ago.

n

It's a ¢great dav Zcr tre menmters cf Ccngress like

. Congressman Royce, a Republican Jroem Califov:ruia; and Congyressaman
McLermott from Wasaingzeon, whe horself werked in the ?aaca
Corps in Africa many y=2ars ago.

3ut I Zea't think you can pessibly imsgine wha:z this day
means Lo Lhwe umembers of the Coang-eszeiznal Black Taucues, ta tra
African-lmaricer. membars of my Cazinet, and those whe hold
senicr pcsitions in the #nite Hcuse and in e depa::ments
governmeiT. T wasn't 50 very 1Cng ago in tha wnoiz sweep
human history that their ancestcrs were yznxed frem the shores
cf woestern Lfrica as slaves. Now they cone rack hoxme o Rfrica
and To. Ghana =s tha lesdars cf America, a country that nopes to
be a petter medel than Wwe cnce were for the wrepssitioan thar al
men anc women are free and equal, and that children ought to
have zarn equ*‘ chance. And we hope thar their sucumssss wili
piay 2 rela in cur ccamon trumps, the United States and “frlca,
the United States and Shana, in the vaars ahead.

Q O
4o (I) IR

-
L

Thank you and zcd bless you (AppiLausa.)
' "END
4:14 P .M, (L)
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Prasident C.inrtcza's Trip <

ca In promoting economic ralorms :znd

As a leader ir Rirl A
peclitical slaveliity, Ghana i: a key ally of the Unitcd Stftss.
In én eflort %o strangthen the pzartnership Zetween the United
3tates and Ghana, Pre ;zde:t Clinten o ‘=y anrounzed the
following inmozizsi :

ives:

Strengthening Energy Capacity Trs ra a savere drought, 2nergy
pradustion in Zhara has deen reduced Ly 3T percent z2nd much cf
the COounIry ls eAyellenting rsgular power outages oI 12 houre s
day. 1In the spirit oZ partnersnip and teo nelp Ghana cspe with
this ehergy &nd power crisis, ths United Szates will guarantee a
$€7 millicn lcan from the lapartment of Tr_"spa.batzcn-(npt}‘tc
:He Ghanaiaw Fovernmen 2t for the purchase o0f two barge-mounted
pewer plani Using funds avallakle under the Iitie 11 Taoan. |
GL-*an*ea Prcq:am, CCT will use natural gss that is- b"—orodhc*
¢I Ghana's NaLllna. FeIlrg.ews Jospursticn JPC"&tLQ¢._3 3e1e ate
13C megawaztts Sf el ec+“i*'ty Ih_- roject represénts_the &
finest exzmplie oI internac icral perat;cn in wWnich a d# loan
support procrzm is used te create Sobs for Anericans a* the
ﬁes::ngk uss Cerp. And in turn assis: the Ghanaian gever diéht
lation maintain their electzic power :eeﬁ= =nd
gua_ity of lifa. o '

Promoting Demcaracy. As part of 3hana'

s sngoing progress in
suppcrt cf demccratic crirnciples, the United States will |donate
$800% urder tha International Crixzinal Investigatove and

Training Assistance Prograr (ICITAE! to assist the Gaznaiax
police force in improving and strangtihening :Hair nan-latpai
crowd control czpakilities, help Iurther professicnalize (the
olXicer ccrps, :snd enharnce the srzzalsebiva, struciuere aqd
ressurce managenent of tha police force. ICITAP helrs count ries
train and ed:cate pclice forces by ruaning s:ch. e-"cat&ona- ‘
programe a: "The RAcle of tkRe Pzlic2 in a Jenﬁc*ac '“gmrhni“y
Policing; and Humar Dignity." <This aifort in Chad will) further
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effcr<s to proamote human rlights and strengihan the 2cnfidencze
and rziamionsh:p detween ths Grhanalian poliizz z2nd its zitizens:
Tecnnology and TIducation. Frasideat Clinton and Presicent
RAWlLIE3 sc;sseJ Lig aipeitenze of educatisn ec a moons It

irprovin tne iives o zll Ghazrnaian pescple, sarticularly wiTern.
Towards that enz, the Tnitac Statas wll. crovicda:

e 3chzol to scheal par::e*s&i The Unitac Srates will <4cnacs

$n omillicn uver T LExt 85 parw cf AID'sg
0

;ev.;.xc--g;

R

fox 32 African vrzn:ry
scheels to sis

o

Shoo_S in the United 3tates. As pari of

At <
the Lelznd Iniziative, named "“er -c*mar Congressman Mickey'
Leland, txis eficrt is aimed at bringing Internat connestivity
e African scheols and help ng then aatc---Sh educaticnal
vartrershics with their Amesrican counterrarts ia the US. DIne
i L A-PoY

rica
+a Piney D*a“cm Elermontzry Szhool
d A

¢r the Zirst 1li
k 3%, Martcin <e Pores Scrocli in

in Takecmz Pzr-k, Maryiand zn

Accra.

s InTerret 'wokum fcr the Gharnaian's Assozizzion 28 W cme
Eixlieprensurs (GRWD)., Will strongthen tha bus*nese
associaticns apility <o us2 the Internet 0 Dring cus:tgmers,
market information, inwvestors anc cusiness assis.anve Lo LTS
merbhershio.

e ALusss =g Globe Natwsri. Ths President anncunced tha

~ estzziishment of ths "Zlecbe Iniziative" f2r the Ghznz
educztizn SYStexm wnica Zesigned to enhanve Lhe enviroamenzal
awarzress and szientific uuuerstand-dg cf tre earth by linking

schosls ail arsund the wsrid. Currenzly over 4,000 schodlis
with 2ver 795,00% s-udants zre participstiua in the Gicbks
pregran and Ghand marks tha 83th coun<ry e p‘::l:lp&t“ ir
Litls wrogram..

lectrornic hridges -- web pages, cn-jcing
on 2nd confarencas -- tc link women fb
the JUrnited States ani Africa, TowerNet will provice innovative
ways for women to sharc eguccess and strazaqgies for =ne fuf“re
tc resslve corf‘-ct to create micro-enzergrises, discus

Ways To ralse neallhy families, and inpiive education io:
yoing girls. :

o PowerNet. <{reati
g#lgerranin cenvers

Support for Peacekeeping. In suppcers of Ghans's role in
rpeacekesping eflforts. the United Stazes finzlized an zygreemant
wi%h tae Zhanaian govzrament te receiva siz wroder- military
helicedters in 2020 fzr the Gharaian armed forces under <he
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THE WHITE HOUSE ' t

.Office of the Press Secratary
{Accra, Ghana)

For lmmediate Release ' “Marchn 43, 1998

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE PEOPLE OF GHANA

Independence Square
Accra, Ghana

11:40 A.M. EST

: THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. President and Mrs.
Rawlings, honorable ministers, honorable memberz of the Council
of state, honorable members of Parliament, honorable members of
the Judiciary, nananom and the people of Ghana. (Applause.)
Mitsea mu. (Applause.) America fuo kyia mo. Now you have shown
me what akwaaba really means. Thank you, thank you so much.
(Applause.) -

I am proud to he the first American Preaident aver
.to visit Ghana. (Applausae.) And to go on to Uganda, Rwanda, ,
South Africa, Botswana, and Senegal. It is a jourmey long. ' i
overdua. America should have done it before, and I am proud to .
be on that journay. Thank you for welcoming me. (Applause.) o

I want to listen and to learn. I want to build a 3
future partnership between our two people, and I want to ‘ :
introduce the people. of the United States through my trip to the
new face of Africa. From Xampala to Cape Town, from Dakar to -
Dar-Es-Salaam, Africans are being stirred by new hopes for
democracy and peace and prospsrity.

Challenges remain, but they must be to all of you a
call to action, not a cause for despair. You must draw strength .
from the past and energy from the promise of a new future. My :
dream for this trip is that together we might do the things so
that 100 years from now, your grandchildren and mine will loek X
back and say this was the beginning of a new African renaissance.
(Applause.) : :

With a new century coming intc view, old patterns
arae fading away. The Cold War is gone; colonialism 1s gone;
apartheid is gone. Remnants of past troubles remain, but,
surely, there will come a time when everywhere recomciliation
will replaacs recriminaticn. - ‘

Now, nations and individuals finally are free to

seek a newer world whers damocracy and peace and prosperity are
not slogans, but the essence of a new Africa. Africa has changed

MORE
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so much in just 10 years. Dictatorship has been replaced o many
places. Half of the 48 nations in sub-sSaharan Africa choose
their own governments leading a new geperation willing to learm
from the past and imagine a future. Though democracy has not Yyet
gained a permanent foothold even in most succassful nations,
thera is averywhere a2 growing raspect for tolsrance, diveraity
and elemental human rightsa,

A decade ago, business was stifled. Now Africans
are embracing economic reform. Today from Ghana to Hozambique,
from Cote d' Ivoire to Uganda, growing economies are fualinq a
transformation in Africa. Por all this promise, you and I know
Africa ig not free from paril -- the genocide in Rwanda; civil
wars in Sierra Leone, Liberia, both Congos; pariah stateaqthan
export viclence and terror; military dictatorship in Nigaria, and
high levels of poverty, malnutrition, disease, 1111taracy, and
unemployment. To fulfill the vast promise of a new era, Africa
must face these challenges. We must build classrcoms and| -
companies, increass the food supply and save the environment, and
pravent disease before deadly epidemics break out.

: The United States is ready to help you. . (Applause.)
rirat, ‘my fellow Americans must leave behind the. atereotypea that
have warped our view and weakened our understanding of Airica-

We need to come to know Africa as a place of new beginnings. -and .
ancient wisdom from which, as my wife, our First Lady,-said im °

her book, we hava so much to learn., It ‘18 .time for. Anericana to
put a new Africa on our map. (Applauna ) PoaENS LTS uw.ﬁi mﬁﬁ

' Here in Independenca Square, Ghana blazed tne path
of that naw Africa. Mors than four dacades ago, Xwame erunah

"’ proposed what he called a “motion of destiny" as.Ghana stepped

forward as a free and independent nationm. .. Today Ghana - again L

lights the way for Africa.* Democracy is spreading. - - Buginess 15

growing. Trade and investment our rising. Ghana has the}cnly
African~-owned ccnpany today on our Rew York s:ock Bxchanqe-
(Applause.) S e S ;g B A DL

- You have worked hard to preuerve the peace in Africa
and around the world -- from Liberia to Labanon, from Croatia to
Cambodia. And you have given the world a statesman and
peacemeker in Kofi Annan to lead the United Nations. (Applause.)
The world admires our success. The United States admires your
succaess. We saa it taking root throughout the new Africa. And
we stand :eady to snnport 1:.

?irst. ‘We Want to work with Atrica to nurture
democracy. knowan it is never perfect or complete.. We have
learned in over 200 years that every day democracy. Bust be
defended, and a moxe perfect union can always lie ahead.: |
Democracy riquires more than the insults and injustice and -
inequality that so many sociaties have known and America has

Xnown, Democracy requires human rights for everyonsa, everywhera.

For men and women, for children and the slderly, for PBOPIB of

MORE
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different cultures and tribes and backgrcunds.’ A good society
honors its entire family. o S

Second, damocracy must have prosperity. Americans
of both political parties want to increase trade and investment
in Africa. We have an African Growth and Opportunity Act now
before Congress. - Both parties' leadership are supporting it. BY
opening markets and building businesses and creating jobs, we can
help and strengthen each other. By supporting the education of
your people, we can streagthen your future and help aach other.

(Applause.)

‘ . For centuries, ather nations exploited Africa's
gold, Africa‘s diamonds, Africa‘'s minerals. Now is the time for
Africans to cultivate something more precicus: the mind and
heart of the people of Africa through education. (Applause.) .

Third, we must allow democracy and prosperity to
take root without violence. We must work to resclve the war and
genocide that still taar at the heart of Africa. We must help
Africans to prevent future conflicts. ‘

.- Hare in Ghana you have shown the world that ,
different peoples can live together in harmony. You have proved
that Africans of differant countries can unite to help solve
disputes in neighboring countries. Peace everywhere in Africa
will give more free time and more money to the pressing needs of
our children‘'s future. The killing must stop if a new future iz ...
to begin. (Applause.) \

'~ Pourth and finally, for peace and prosperity and
democracy to praevail, you must protect your magnificent natural
domain. "Africa is mankind's first home. We all .came out of
Africa. (Applause.) Wa must preserva the magnificent natural
environment that is left. We must manage tha watar and forest.
We must learn to live in harmony with other species. You nmust :
learn how to fight drought and famine and global warming., And we
must share with you tha tachnology that will enable you to .
preserve your enviromment and provide more economic opportunity
to your people. (Applause.) . : e :

‘ America has good reason to work with Africa: 30
million Americans, more than one in ten, proudly traca their
heritage here. The first Peace Corps volunteers from America
came to Ghana over 35 years ago; over 57,000 have served in
Africa since then. Through blecd ties and common endeavors, we
know we ghare the same hopes and dreams to provide for ocurselves
and our children, to live in peace and worship freely, te build a
better l1ife than our parants knew, and pass a brighter future on
to our children. America needs Africa, America needs Ghana as &
partner in the fight for a bettar future. (Applausa.) _

So many of our problems do not stop at any nation's
border -- international crime and terrorism and drug tratficking, .

MORE




the degradation of the eavironment, the spraad of diseases like
AIDS and malaria, and so many of our opportunities cannot stop at
a nation's border. We need partners to deepen the meaning cf
democracy in America, in Africa and throughout tne world. Ve
nead parthers to build prosperity. We need partners to live in
peace, We will not build this naw partnership overnight, but
perseverance creates its own ranard.

: An Ashanti proverd talls us that by coming and
goinq, a bird builds its nest. Wa will come and |go with you and
do all wa can as you build the new Africa, a work that must heqi
here in Africa, not with aid or trade, though thay are important
but first with ordinary citizens, especially the young peoplel in
this audience today. (Applause.} You must feel the winds of :
freedomr blowing at your back, pushing you onward to a brighter
futurae.

. There are routhy 700 days left untﬂl the end of
this century and the beginning of a new millennzun. There are
roughly 700 million Africans in sub-Saharan Africa. Bvery day
and every individual is a precious opportunity. |We do not have
mement to lese and we do not have a parson to lose. ‘

I ask you, my friends, to let me indulge a moment c
our shared hiatory in closing. In 1957, our great civil riqhts
leadsr, Martin Luther King, camas to Accra.to help represent our
country as Ghana celebratad its independence. Rc wau dceply .
noved by the hirth of your nation. T T

: ' Six years later, on-the day.after W.E.B.. nunois die
hare 1n Ghana, in 1963, D:. Xing spoke to an enornous qathetlng :
like this in Hashinqton . He said these simple ﬁords "I have g
dream, a dream that all Americans might ‘live free and ‘equal as
brothers and sisters." His dream became’'the dream’ ‘of ‘our natior
and changed us in ways we could never have imaqﬂnad- Ve are
hardly finished, but we hava traveled a-‘long way on the winga ot
that drean. , S

Dr. DuBois, a towarinq African American
intellectual, died here as a citizen of Ghana and a friend of
Kwame Nkrumah. He once wrote, "The habit of democracy must ?e1
encircle the Earth." . Let us togather resolva to completa the
circle of democracy; to dream the dream that al; peopla on tpe ,

sntire Rarth will be free and equal; ‘to begin a new century witl
that commitment to framedom and justice for all; |to redeem the
promise inscribed right here on Independence Arch. Lat us £ind
future hare in Africa, the cradle of humanity.

Medase, America dasse. Thank you and God bless you
- {Applause.} e S

END 11:57 A.M
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
(Kampala, Uganda)

For Immediate Release . March 23, 1998

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT ,
TO THE COMMUNITY OF KISOWERA SCHOOL

Mukono, Uganda

~425PM. (L)

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Thank you and good afternoon. President Museveni,
Mrs. Museveni, Ms. Vice President, Mr. Prime Minister, Mr. Speaker; to Education Minister
Mushega, to their Highnesses, the distinguished Kings here, the religious leaders and other
distinguished leaders of Uganda; members of our United States Congress, my Cabinet and other
important citizens and public servants from the United States. And most of all, I want to thank the
principals, the teachers, the students for showing me this wonderfu! school, the wonderful young
people who walked down with us today, and the wonderful dancing exhibit we saw here today.
Let's give them a big hand, I though they were quite wonderful.

-As Hillary said, she and our daughter, Chelsea, came to Africa and to Uganda last year. I have heard
a great deal about Uganda since then -- over and over and over again. In selecting countries to visit,
I almost felt I didn't need to come here because I knew enough anyway from talkmg to Hillary about
it. She has, I think, become your unofficial roving ambassador to the world.

But let me say I am profoundly honored to be here, honored to be on this continent, honored to be
in this country, “honored by the progress that has been made in these last few years in improving

. economic conditions, i improving political condxtxons Thank you for ‘what you have done, Mr.
President, and to all of you. o . .

Earlxer today we talked about trade and investment. And President Museveni wants more of both,
and he should. We talked about political cooperation and how we could work together for the
future. And I listened very carefully to what the President said about the history of Africa, the -
history of Uganda, the future, what mistakes had been made in the past.

It is as well not to dwell too much on the past, but I thmk itis worth pointing out that the United
States has not always done the right thing by Africa. In our own time, during the Cold war, when
we were so concerned- about being in competition with the Soviet Union, very often we dealt with
countries in Africa and in other parts of the world based more on how they stood in the struggle
between the United States and the Soviet Union than how they stood in the struggle for their own
people's aspirations to live up to the fullest of their God-given abximes :

And, of course, gomg back to the time before we were even a nation, European Americans received

the fruits of the slave trade. And we were wrong in that, as well -- although, I must say, if you look
at the remarkable delegation we have here from Congress, from our Cabinet and administration, and
from the citizens of America, there are many distinguished African Americans who are in that
delegation who are makmg Amerlca a better place today.
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But perhaps the worst sin America ever committed about Africa was the sin of neglect and
ignorance. We have never been as involved with you, in working together for our mutual benefit, ..
for your children and for ours, as we should have been. So I came here to listen and to learn, to
offer my help and friendship and partnership. And I came in the hope that because all these good
people up here in the media came with me and they're telling the American people back home what
we're doing -- it's not raining, is it? It's been cold and cloudy in Washington, [ need a suntan.

I came here in the hope that the American people would see you with new eyes -- that they would
see the children dance, see the children learning, hear the children signing, and say, we should be-

part of the same future.
}

Today I want to talk very briefly about that future for our children. President Museveni and
Education Minister Mushega have made education a top priority, especially through the Universal
Primary Education Program, and I loved hearing the children sing about it.

‘But you leaders have done more than talk and sing; they have acted. In five years, education

spending in Uganda has tripled and teacher salaries have gone up 900 percent. I hate to say that;
back home, they'll wonder why I'm not doing better. And, more importantly, your getting|something
for your investment: better-trained teachers, higher test scores, improved performance in school
attendance from girls. [ know that Kisowera School is proud that it graduates as many glrls as boys,
because we want all our children to learn so that all of them can succeed and make us all stronger.
In most African countries, however, far fewer girls than boys enroll'in school and graduate
One-half the primary ;chool-age children are not in school and that has led in many nations to a
hteracy rate among adults below 50 percent.

Africa wants to.do better, Uganda is domg better, the United States wants to help. Through a new
initiative, Education For Development and- Democracy, we want to give $120 million dollars over
the next two years to innovative programs to improve education. We want to widen the circle of
educational opportunity as is already happening here in Uganda. We want to make mvestrhen_ts in
primary education for those who will educate boys and girls because that is critical to improving
health, reducmg poverty, raising the status of women, spurrmg economic growth .

We want to promote glrls education with leadershrp training and scholarshlps nutrition tr umng,
and mentoring. We also want to support efforts to reach out-of-school youths. This is a huge .
problem in parts of Africa, where there are chlldren who were soldiers and are now adrift and -
without hope.

Second, we want to help create cornmumty resource centers wnh schools that are equxpped thh
computers linked to the Internet, along with books and typewriters and radios for more long
distance learning. We want them to be staffed by Africans and Amencan Peace COrps volunteers.

Third, we want more new partnerships among Afncan schools and between Amencan and African
schools, so that we can learn from and teach each other through the Internet. We do this alot now
at home. »

Let me give you an idea of how it might work. A student here in Mukono could rnake up the first
line of a story and type it in tothe Internet to a student in Accra, Ghana, who could then add a
second line and they could go on together, back and forth, writing a story. A teacher in New York

_could give five math problems to students in Kampala, and they could send the answers back. One.

of the very first partnerships will link this school -- Kisowera -- with the Pinecrest Elementary
School in Silver Spring, Maryland, USA. I want more of them.

Fourth, we want to support higher education with the development of business, health care, science,

. math and engineering courses. These are absolutely essential to give Africans the tools they need'to
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compete and win in the new global economy, and we want to help do that.

Finally, we want to build ties between associations and institutions within Africa and in America so
that groups in your nations and ours concerned with trade and investment, consumer issues, conflict
resolution, or human rights can connect with distant counterparts and learn together and work
together. This will empower citizens on both continents. -

This initiative will help more Africans, all right, to start school, stay in school, and remain hfelong
learners. But Americans will learn a great deal from it as well.

We also want to support your efforts in health and nutriticn. Uganda has suffered so much from
AIDS, but President Museveni launched a strong education campaign with frank talk and he has
made a huge difference, as have all of you who have worked to tum around the AIDS problem in
Uganda. .

We will continue to combat it with global research and health care and prevention efforts. But these
efforts are also essential to combat malaria, an even greater killer of Africans. Nearly 3,000 children
every day -- a million each year -- are lost to malaria. By weakening as well as killing people,

malaria contributes to poverty and undermines economic growth. Ninety percent of all malaria cases
arise on the continent of Africa, but with increasing globalization we are all at risk. We now fund in -
the United States half the research on malaria, but we want to do more.

This year, we've committed $16 million more to help African nations fight infectious diseases,
including malaria, with an additional million dollars to the West African Malaria Center in Mali. We
also want to support good nutrition. There are troubling signs that without concerted efforts, Africa
could face a major food and nutrition crisis in the coming years because of natural causes and social
unrest. Childrén cannot learn if they are hungry. So we have proposed a food security initiative for
Africa to ensure that more African families can eat good meals and more African farmers can make

“ good incomes. . : :

Over the next 10 year.é, we want to stay with you and work at this. In the next two years we
propose to spend over $60 million in Uganda, Mali, Malawi, Mozambique and Ethiopia to increase
food production, enhance marketmg, expand agricultural trade and investment.

T've learned'a lot since I've been here about Ugandan bananas Ugandan coffee. I w1ll be an expert m
all these matters when I go home. :

I‘want you to understand again what I said at the beginning We want to do these things in
education, in health care and agriculture and nutrition because they will help you, because we want
to see the light that is in these children's eyes forever, and in the eyes of all other chxldren '

But make no mistake about it. The biggest mistake America ever made with Africa over the long

run was neglect and lack of understanding that we share a common future on this planet of ours that’
is getting smaller and smaller and smaller. We do these things, yes, because we want to help the
children. But we do it because we know it will help our children. For we must face the challenges
and seize the opportunities of the 21st century together. The next century, in a new millennium, will
be the brightest chapter in all of human history -- if, but only if, it is nght for all of our chxldren

Thank you and God bless you.
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Inzerneh, TD-RIM zresourcaz, batter g3ucatizsnal material, in-
teacher tralining an< dasktor zukiisaing ,a“asll;:g. Peacz |
LerTs volunteers will preovide staffing zand LcuL-vLi-y 2T thse
centers. '

e - Scacol-to-szchocl partnarships between tha United States ard
‘RIrica and smorg Rirican scacols will ze promoted through
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zscess To SioIiuter :echné’ v ind from sxchanges. Educaztion
Initiative 2iiorts will ke ccoriinated and integrated with
Leland ani 3L38Z and ocher effcrcs in tnils éarea.

e Imoraoving gicl's edugation through leadership identificatlion
and schelarssips, raising community awareness and supportffor
educating gizls, strencthening schocl nutriticr and luncﬂ
programs axc mcnitoring by o‘*er giris and women.

Eighexr Educatizz

-

e U.S.-Rfrican linkages at the Lnxversmty-to-unlvefSL:y level
will ke buil< through assistance with curriculium desvelopment
aimed at trzining :in labor-ma-Xer relaticns, business, héalth,
scisnce, mitl, technology and engineering studies. In
additisn, fti2rc2 will ke a strecrng focus on impreoving teacher
training, 1lizking uriversities znd their local zcmminities,
apprepriate skills treining, and encouraging strenger

cemmunity cslliege resources.

®rofessioral Trzining and Civil Educakion

¢ The eduzazzi:n initiative will fund pa *tna ships betwaen U.S.
end African zovernment institutiens and civil society ,
organizations. The exchanges sre cesicgned to betzer prcmote
unae:s-ana;:r; zooperation and integration of publié-priqate

efforts thriigh NGOs,. indepenzdent medis, rule <f law programs,
and nesltr znd science organizstions. Exchanges will be} ’
supplementes Zy in-country training prcjects to enhance policy
and cperatizzal skills and prcaote networx*ng across the
political 2nd civil soctiaty spectrum.

ENSURING BETTE= NUTRITION

A key part ¢ the President' s anncuncement today is ensuring
that while we :mprove the educatisnzl standards of Africa’s
children we zisc ensure adequate and proper nocurishment and -
provids assistznce to enhance agricultural production.

lll
N
p

Zurrent focd sscurity trends prcject that by the year 7020
nercent of A::-:; s children will suffer from malnutrition,
already cre cause of cver a thirxcd cf deatihs of childrern under

the age 9% fivs in Africa.

The Africa Toci Security Initiative (AFSI! is designed to assist
African natiens to strengthen and protect agriculiture and food
security in:a ~umber cf key areas, including:
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o onmsuring healtzy znd elternsative cror preducticn:

. ba:te narket =33izisrcy and distrizution of exisTing
crcps: '

¢ Inacrzased traée and irvestmert in agricultarxal
~ndusTri o

. _ttaCKlng crop Siseesas; _

e 2nd increasing 2ccess to modern sgricultural technolsay
ayotone te zecizt with increased crcp production and
distributzen. '

ne pilct budget for the first twc. years cI the initiative will
£l R:l.-on, which csmpliments USAID's current iavestments in

1]
“"n
D
D
“h

‘h
J
‘1’
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Tunds will be charneied Tc the approrriate
ment and private sector crganizations.

)] 1 Wl
WD 3
w

[§)
<
N
H’
D

ZRMITING. STRONGER FERLTZ CERE .

The :h::: elshent oI the Fresident's prcgran of invssting iz the
feture ¢ Afriza's chilldren 1s conmpating :ha infectious disssses
‘that clzfm sa many voung lives.

e > help conkat malaria, which accounls Zu: 1.5 - 2.5 millio:n

deatls per year, the 2r2sident anrouncas zn additicnal 3%
millicn grant tn the National Instizutes ¢f Health 1n sreer ©
p-nvide further assistanca to the Mul:tilatsral Iritiative orn -
mzlaria {MIM). The grant will focus cr coatinuing educazional
geminzrs and will suoppert the Regicnal Malzria Lab ir Mald 1o
reinforce 1TS pasizion as a regicnal center of excelliesrce in

Arricz. fkis efZort will cocmplenenl aun vuyoing FY'SC 313
millisn Infecticus Ciseasa Initiztive fzr Africa that focuses
cr. survaillance, reszonse, crevention, and building local
resistanca =Aapacity Zcr Infectious diseases tiaroucheout tlhe
con=inant. ' '

[}
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
| (Kampala, Uganda)

For Immediate Release ‘ March 24, 1998 -

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN PHOTO OPPORTUNITY WITH
~ VILLAGE BUSINESS OWNER

Foundation for International Community Assistance
Wanyange, Jinja District, Uganda

THE PRESIDENT: You know, one thing I did not say in my remarks I think I should point out
here, just because of the press here, in explaining this to people -- all these people who get these
loans, they don't have balance sheets, most of them. They don't have an asset and liability sheet for -

which they could get a normal commercial loan. What they have is proven skills and a good

reputation for being responsible.

The repayment rate in this FINCA program and throughout all these programs across the world is
98 percent -- 98 percent of these loans are paid back on time. And that's why I say we do $2 million

-- I wish we were doing $100 million. I mean, I can't think of anything else where we have invested

money that has a 98 percent success rate. It's a stunning thing, just because of this fine wo
people like her all around the world. It?s an amazmg thmg

Good for you : ‘

We want to see your baby (The baby 1s named af’ter the Pres1dent )
MRS. CLINTON Will you bring your baby down?-" o
MRS... MUSEVENT: How old is he? -

MOTHER: Two days.

man and o

THE PRESIDENT: My boy, Bill. Oh, he s beautiful. Look at all this hair. I was completely bald

until I was two.
Your fourth child? Thank you for doing thié. Why did you name this child after me?

MOTHER: I was expecting two things this month, the baby and the visit of the President.
both.

~ THE PRESIDENT: Look how beautiful he is. He just woke up. The smartest person here.

Q Mr. Clinton, what else has impressed you today?

THE PRESIDENT: About this stop? Well, the income that -- these are people that start out

And T got

borrowing $50 in American money. They pay it back, they get another loan; they pay it ba‘ck, they

get another loan. It's like they're making all these markets -- or entrepreneurs -- you can tt

im a




country around doing this if you have enough. But it really proves that people should not be written
off just because they happen to be born and grow up in a poor area.

It proves that they are people of intelligence and energy and character, everywhere in the world. All

they need is a chance. And insofar as we give them a chance, we strengthen nations and we

strengthen our future. And in our case, the American people are better off. It's a fabulous thing. And

I got a little boy out of it. i

He's beautiful. Thank you so much.

Q Mr President, we haven't yet had the opportunity to ask you about your decision to invoke
-executive privilege, sir. Why shouldn't the American people see that as an eﬁ"ort to hide something
from them?

THE PRESIDENT: Look, that's a questioﬁ that's being asked and answered back home by the ;
people who are responsible to do that. I don't believe I should be discussing that here

Q Could you at least tell us why you thmk the First Lady might be covered by that privilege? Why
her conversation might fall under that?

THE PRESIDENT: All I know is -- I saw an article about it in the paper today. I havcnt discussed
it with the lawyers. I don't know. You should ask someone who does.

Q There is speculation, sir, you re glad to be out of Washmgton for a couple weeks. Is that the
case?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I'm glad to be doing fhe business of the United States and the people. I've
looked forward to this for years. And I think most Americans want me to do the job I was elected
to do. And so I'm going to try to do what most people want me to do. :

Q What was your reaction to the crowd yesterday? We saw -- the pictures were pretty dramatic.

THE PRESIDENT: I thought it was wonderful. I've never seen so many people at an event. But N
what I was concerned about, there were two people there who were just wedged between the ’
crowd and the barrier, and I was afraid they would be hurt or perhaps even killed, if we didn't get

room for therh. And they got them out and it was fine. It was a wonderful day. I loved it. Q Have
you talked to Boris Yeltsin, Mr. President? THE PRESIDENT: No. - -

. To comment on this service,

send feedback to the Web Development Team.



THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

(Kampala, Uganda)

For Immediate Release | ' ' March 24, 1998

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
. AT FINCA WOMEN'S VILLAGE
: - Jinja, Uganda

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. I will try to say this right: Kodeyo. Thank YOU I'must
say it is a great honor for me to be around a group of women who say they are willing to give jobs
to me. Thank you very much.

It is a great honor for me to be here with the President and Mrs. Museveni. My wife and I|like these
loan programs very much. And Florence, we thank you for the fine job you did being the leader of
this program today. I want to thank Milli Mukyala and Robinah Balidawa, thank you veryimuch for
being an example to women, not only throughout Uganda and, indeed, Africa, but throughout the
world. That United States is proud to support FINCA in these efforts. FINCA now has set up 3400
banking groups hke the two of which you're a part, in Africa, in Latin America, in the former Soviet

Union.

The United States, just in the last two years, has increased its support for such programs through - -
our AID program;, and now we are making over 2 million loans every year to people just like you - -
over 2 million. What that means is that women in villages like this all across the world are gomg to
be able to meet the needs of their children, as Milli so eloquently describes; are going to be able'to .
build the economies of their vﬂiages it will make their nations stronger, and they will make the e
world a better place. : :

So the song you sang today is a song for children everywhere. It's a song for”wgmehi evervvvheré -
It's a song for-the future of the world everywhere We wxll continue to support these programs as -
long as I am President.

I want to say a special way of appreciation to my wife, who introduced me to these programs now
over 12 years ago. Twelve years ago she came to me and told me about what was happening in a far
away country in Asia -- Bangladesh. And she said this could be done everywhere And you have
shown through your media and ours -- today you have shown the whole world -- what can be done
in villages everywhere. So you have done a great service, not only to yourselves and your own
children but for women just like you all across the glcbe And we thank you very, very much,

To comment on this service,
send feedback to the Web Development Team.
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ThZ JHRITZ HOUSE

Tar -—mmesiate Release - March 28, L33€

REMARKS 3Y THEE PRESIDENT
UZLIN DLPARTJRE

Entzcke Airport
Fnrehhe, ganda

THE PRESIDENT: Just balfsre I left thn herel this oorning,
I talked o the Gaovernsry of “reansas and axtert=ad ay rp..g.n.,;
condclenczes and sorrew abou: the terrible incident in Jinasbeore
yesterday. I attempted to 21l the maycr, whe Is an oll fxiend
¢f nine : «

. tuz T naven't reachad hin yet.

I <2t want to say ajain how profoundl
disturtes I am. I've baen tninking about thi
several Zzurs. This i35 the third incident In tha last Zaw
months iavolving yo:ngvchzl*-eu and violerce ln':ch ¢ls, ard T’
guiug'L; zgx Lhe Bllczaey Gzizzel fou Tind whalsvel 2ip=1%3s Shele
are in cur country or this znd try to analyze chis fterridle’
sragady t¢ see whether there are any common elzments in This
inc.dent znd the other %wo, znd whether it irndicazes
acticn o our par:. ‘

'<
[V, ¢
')

er.y fvrcher

: Tcdzy the peorie in ny =ome state and a town I knO" VETY
wall are grieving. They're suffering lcsses. And we s-culd
fggues on that. nt.t I dc thizk in %he wéexs to come we Rave tc
anz.yze these inciderts and see whether or not wWe ca“ iearn
anything that will tell us what wWe can do to prevent further
cnes. o .

Q Do you have any th:suaghts abcut how %c stecp this? I

mean, if ¥ou1've keen thinking atout 1t, anything scme T2 mind,

Lo

THE PRIZIDENT: I doa't want to say tco much sn e nave
a chance to aralyze them. I dor': xnow eacugh abou th: Zacts

-
don "
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af this incidenz. The fazts of this inzidanr are iust now
coming cubt. I've rzad, obvicusly, all ths latest wirs re:
can get, and Tranxly I'm act surce I kagw encugh about the

<WO %7 draw any conIiusicns.

I den'4t wznt the Arverican pecple 16 junmp
conclusions, tut whnen Three horrible :-agedzes

te .

lize this
involwi~g yanng perple who fzke other pacpoe's liv

F

T

gs and T
There arc2
¢ de thaz

=he procass deotr': “1em: own, ws have To szge

somncn elements. Amd we'll look and ds osux e
-ning. '

[A I 2

Q Do you suspect that there ars some oo TrRor alemernts,

sir?

THZ PRESIDENT: @ell, the circumstzancas certainiy
heve a 1ot inm commsn. What we need ¢ know i3 what's i
circumstarces. As I said, I think tha: the Americarn p Tl
soday should s=nd their thoughts, their preéyvers, their nhep
=he pecple in Jonestczo. But in the w=zeks ahead We nopd <

into this very clecsely and see what, if anything, we can £

Aré then if we de
action seems apprc

ind some patterns, we cujht ta take whz

K t‘il
12}
P
8
1!
[11]

Rwanda, could

Q Yovr tri o : ¥
t you hope tc accomp

acvance word ¢ wh

THE PRZSIDENT: Chvwisusly, I hote that ny trip theres
aelp te aveid furxihar killing aleng ths ethnic lino

the attention =f the world to tais in z way

Ampacl on elhnic cuelflicly Lo uiler paris of ¢

then i'm goirg te come rack here o the regicna
Dres‘dent Museven. nas agread to host, and I hope we‘ll ot
with a statzmert thera “hat will allow us to make further
progress. - ’ ‘ '

'wil;-have

Thank You.

21:98 AM. (L)

ines, and :

-
»

i »uzld 'Ana
1

Len 1in

me GL"'



http:aleI:'~er.;.ts

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of tie Press Secretary
(Kaapala, Uganda;

For Imrediaze Release : “March 25, 1998

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT ENTEBBE SUMMIT FOR PEACE AND PROSPERITY

1mper’al Botanical Reach Hotel
Entebbe, Uganda

7:15 r.d. ‘L)

THE PRBSIDBNT. President Museveni, Prasident Moi,
Primé Minister ™eles, Presidext Bizimuagu, Pres;dent Hkapa,
President Kabila, Secretary General Salim; to our distinguished
guests, all. Llat ma, first of all, thank the represeutatives of
all the goveraments whe are hers, and the leaders whoé have come
‘to Entebbe to share a conmon vision of a brighter -utuze fue thas
reqicn. :

we seek to deepen the progress that has bzen made
and to meet tha tough challenges thal .emain., We came to Entebbe
because we share a commitpent to strengthen our cosperation, to
‘build a pa*tnersth for the 2ist ceu;u;y that w.ll benafit all
our paople ,

We understand, and»the 1ast statement I made at our
meetiny was that these goals will uot ks met in one meeting or
one day or ona year, but we have formed a solid Zoundation fo:
progdress in the ruture. oQurg challeuqu as we leeve Entebbe i3 to
bring to lifs the comm:itment in ths renarkabla documen: wa have
Just signed. (Applause.)

what is in the document? PTirst, we have agreed to
deepan our sfforts to promots democracy and respect for human
rights, the precious so0il in which peace and prosperity grow.
When men and women alike are treated with digmity, when they have
a 8ay in decisions that affect theilr lives, societies are bettor
equipped to seirza the opportunities of the future.

We have enphasized the importance of freely elected,
acccuntab;e goverpments; affirwed the vital role of civic
organizations in building strong and vibrant societies: snd
pledged to uphold humanitarian principles, including the
protect on and care of refugees.

‘MORE
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America knows from our cwn experienca that ’hera is
no szngle hiueprint for a successful democracy. We'rs s=ill
working in 6ur country to create what our foundsers called & more
pe-fact ucion. We've beern at it for 222 years now. BuT we also
know that while there is no gingle blueprint, freedonm,
nonatheless, is a universal aspiration. Human rightz are rnct
bastowed on tha basis of wealth or race, of gender or ethnicity,
of culture or region. They are the hirthright of all men |and
wemen nverymhare ‘

If we wark toqe»her to strengthen democracy and
respact human rights, we can help this continent reach 1té fulil
potential in the 21s%t century -- [ts true greatness, which has
too lomg been denied. We can deepen the ties among our peoples.
Wa caa be n force for gqood together, and all our nations can be

proud.

Second. we have agreed to work together 2o buwld a
new economic future, where the talents of Africa‘s peopls |2are
unleased, the doors of opportunity are opened to all, and
countries mave from the margins to ths mainstream of the global
aconocry. We committed to work on finding new strategiaes to
hasten Afriza’'s global inteyration. We prladged ta speed the
regional cooperation that is already underway, to encourage
common standards for openness and anticcrrupt;on, o ccntﬂnue to
be casponsive to rha burden of dabt. ’ .

. A xey part of our effort is expandznq the ties of
trada and investment baetwesen our countries so that” Afr;caﬂ
development and Asiaa growth -~ and American growth, excuse’ me -
‘reinforce ome anothar.  We want to reward each other for working
- together. Before I left for Africa I told the American people
that it was in our inravest to help Africa grow and hlossom and
reach its full potential. (Applause.) I believe that.
(Appluusa.) . S

‘ I want to thapk the members of tha United States
House 7f Representatives who are on this trip with xe fer their
leadarzkhip in the passage in the House of the African Growth and
Opportunity Act. I am committed to the swift passage of that act
in tha United State Senate and to gigning it when I return| home.
I am very pleased that our Overseas Private Investment -
Corpo:aticn will be targazing half a bhillion dollars for
infrastructure investaent jin sub-Saharan Africa. (Applause.)

Third, we have agreed to work together to banisa
genccida from this region and this continent. Every Afrxcan
child has thg rxght to grow up in safety and peace. We condamn
the perpetrators of the continued atrocities in Rwacda, and
_ pledge 2o work together to end the horrors of this region. { That
means raviving the U.N. Arms Flow Commission, acting on the .
reconpendations of the OAU study on the Rwandan ganoccide and its
aftermath; encouraqing accelerated progress in bringing cr}mznaéa
‘against humaiilty to justice; denylng sate haveans or seLVices to

MORE
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extremist organicaticas; and develoginy durable justice gystems
that are credible, impartial, and cffective. Our efforts -one
too late f£or yesterday's victiams. They zust be :n time to
prevant LomsrIow’ w victima. {Applause.)

Hezw today - and this is very important -- we have
,‘pledqad to fiand new ways to work together te solve conflicts
Derfore they explode inte c¢rigec and ta act to stop them more

quickly when they de.

We have pursued cur discussion in a spirit of candor
ani nautral respect, and I want to thank 3all the participants for
being honest and vpen in our conversations. Ansrica shares a
stake in Africa‘s ouccecu, as I said. If African nations become
stronger, as they surely will, if they become more dynanmic, as
they clearly are, Wwc can becoms even battar partners in meeting
our coamon challenges. Your stability, ysur security, your.
prosperity will add to our own. And our vitality can and puust.
contribute o yours., '

I've lea:ned a lot hare in Eastebbe taday, listening
-~ and will carry back to Washington, as I'm sure the rest of our
delegation will. Wa've agreed to build on this summit with
regular, high-level meotings. Wa will look for rasults of our
efforts not only in statemants like this one today. with very
high visibility, but in quiet places far frcm the Xalls of
goveranent; in communitics and households all across our
countries, where ordinary men and wemen strive sach day to build
strong families, to find goeod jobs, to pass on better lives for
their children. They arae the reason we ars hsre. And it is
because of them that we all leave Entebbe determined to put our
pa:tnereth into practice, to make our droams and -deals real

" Thank you vary much.. \Applause.)

BXD ©7:22 2.M. (L)
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COMMUNIQUE
ISSUED AT THE END OF

~ ENTEBBE SUMMIT FOR PEACE

~ AND PROSPERITY

 25TH MARCH 1998

ENTEBBE, UGANDA.




ENTEBBE SUMMIT FOR PEACE AND PROSPERITY

Joint Declaration of Principles

. The Entebbe Summit of Heads of State and Government

At the joint invitation of H.E. President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni of the Republic of
Uganda and H.E. President William Jefferson Clinton of the United States of America,
their excellencies Mr. Daniel T. arap Mot, President of the Republic of Kenya, Mr.
Pasteur Bizimungu, President of the Republic of Rwanda, Mr. Benjamin William Mkapa,
President of the United Republic of Tanzania, Mr. Laurent Desire Kabila, President of
the Democratic Republic of Congo, Mr. Meles Zenawi, Prime Minister of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, and Mr. Salim Ahmed Salim, Secretary-General of the
Organization of African Unity, met on Wednesday 25 March, 1998 at Entebbe, Uganda.

The exchange of views between the African leaders and the President of the United States
marks 2 new beginning, launching a process of defining and building a U.S.- Africa
partnership for the 21st Century. The Heads of State and Government reaffirm the
historical bonds between the people of America and Africa. We pledge to deepen these
ties through a lasting partnership rooted in common values and recognition of our
interdependence, and built upon mutual respect and the sovereign equality of nations.

The Leaders commit themselves to honor and execute agreements mutually concluded by
all the parties to rigorously pursue Africa’s economic growth and transformation, and full
integration into the global economy. : ‘

Putting Partnership into Practice:

The Heads of State and Government recognize that to effect this new, genuine and

, transparent partnership, there is a need to commit ourselves to the identification and
acknowledgment of both our mutual and divergent interests, the pursuit of free and frank
discussions, and a clear understanding of the roles and responsibilities of each partner.

A Partnership Built on Principle and a Shared Vision:

. The Heads of State and Government recognize that a lasting partnership must be built on
:he_principlgs of shared ownership, joint responsibility, and full transparency.




The Heads of State and Government further acknowledge a shared vital interest in long-
termn meaningful engagement. We affirm that Africa and the United States hold a mutual
interest: in fostering Africa's economic and political transformation and full integration
into the global economy, and in promoting democratic participation and respeét for
human rights. We affirm that social, economic and political inclusion is the foundation
for lasting peace and stability. The Leaders declare that African and American |security
interests alike will be advanced by a joint attack on the transnational problems|of
terrorism, disease, prohfemtxon of weapons, drug trafficking and environmental

degradation.

On Building a New Economic Future:

Recognizing that Africa’s stability, and democracy’s viability, are rooted in the|alleviation
of poverty and the achievement of sustainable economic development, the Heads of State
and Government commit themselves to a series of measures designed to speed sAi:’r“uca s
 transformation and full integration into the global economy, and to e*{pand mumally
beneficial trade and mvestment oppcrmmnes

. The Leaders commit themselves to fosten’nc an expanded African and international
dialogue, aimed at defining strategies to facilitate Africa’s global integration that are
. as flexible and creative as those applied to post-war Europe and Asxa

+ The Heads of State and Govemment reaffirm the unportance of Inter-Governmental
“Authority on Development and East African Cooperation initiatives to facilitate
regional economic integration and create a larger regional market, and commit
themselves to identifying ways and means to accelerate these and other efforts;

» Endorsing the conclusions of the World Bank Summit convened in Kampela in
January 1998, the Leaders agree to target their own efforts in four critical areas, and
to encourage the mulnlateml institutions to also fully support T

= the development of a sustained international dialogue based on mutual ‘
respect, on how to ensure that mandated economic reform pragrams reﬂect the
specific cxrcumstances of individual countries;

=> the expansionbf extemal resource flows, direeted, in particular, at hluman
_resource development, infrastructure, rural development and research;
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= increased mvestment in the physical infrastructure required to sustain regional
trade and integration;

= building African capacity to lead the economic reform process through
transparent and accountable political and economic institutions.
The United States affirms the priority it attaches to speedy implementation of
President Clinton’s Partnership for Economic Growth and the enactment of the
African Growth and Opportumty Act, legislation that will permit broader macket
access for Afncan goods;

The Heads of State an’d Government affirm the A frican Growth and Opportunity Act
as a major step forward in U.S.-African economic relations, but acknowledge that this
- effort to provide greater market access for African goods must be complemented by
 efforts to increase African capacity to diversify economies and produce exportable
aoods ‘

The Heads of State and Government pledge to work together to explore ways and
means of ensuring that this Act, and other measures including but not limited to -
‘initiatives of the multilateral financial institutions, reflect and build upon the
diversity, in both circumstances and approach, of Africa’s national economies;

The Heads of State and Government also emphasize the critical need to further
strengthen, in particular, aoncultural producnon and processing, including through
the transfer of technologies;

The Heads of State and Govemmént welcome the decision of the U.S. Overseas
Private Investment Corporation (OPIC), to target $500° mxlhon for mfra.structure
investment in Sub-Saharan Africa;

. In the interest of further expanding U.S. private investment in the region and across
Affica, the Heads of State and Government are committed to undertaking concrete
measures aimed at promoting African investment opportunities, and to buxldmg
African capacity to further enhance the economic policy environment;

In recognition of the African desire for increased seIf—sufﬁcierxcy and the dangers of
.aid dependency, the Heads of State and Government agree that an accelerated effort
_should be made to use foreign assistance as a tool for the enhancement of trade,

investment and capital formation, as well as for sustainable economic development;




"On Cond'emnation of Acts of Genocide .

‘ these airas.

The Heads of State and Government 'recogm'zc the continuing obstacle that the debt

- burden poses to Africa’s economic transformation, and reaffirm their collective

determination to fully implement innovative approaches to the management and

lessening of the debt burden;

The Heads of State and Government commend ongoing Afncan efforts as xlvell as

those of Africa’s partners, to increase transparency, fight corruption-and supp

ort

better business practices, and welcome reqonal and connnental efforts to further

The Heads of State and Govermncnt recognize the accomplishment of the Government of

Rwanda in halting the 1994 genocide, condemn all acts of genocide and pledcre
undertake a concerted cffort to prevent its resurgence. To this end:-

+
*
L

to

AII Heads of State and Government condemn the continued atrocities of the ex-FAR,
the Interahamwe and their allies, pledge to work together to prohibit future atrocities

- in the Great Lakes region, including those aided and abetted by external arms

suppliers, call for the revitalization and expansion of the UN Arms Flow
Cornmxsqon, and are committed to pubhcxze and duly cons1der 1ts ﬁndmas

Afncan Heads of State and Govemment pledoe to deny extremist networks the use of
" their tertitory, postal services, airports, financial institutions, passports, road networks
-and comrnunications systems.. The Summit calls upon all states to 1mp1ernent ncrht

controls over these networks abroad

All Heads of State and Government pledge to support the efforts of the QAU

Erninent

Personalities Study of the Rwanda Genocide and the Surroundmo' Events, and to duly

consxder its ﬁndxnos and recommcndatlons,

The United States commits itself to workino with reéional partners and others to

|
“begin exploring, within one month’s time, the creation of an international Co

alition

Against Genocide, the aims of which might include: fostering international
coordination in support of regional efforts to enforce anti-genocide measures;

providing a forum for high-level deliberations on long-term efforts to prey;

genocide in the future; and cnsunng mtemanonal support for the fi ndmos of't
Smdy, . . o

ent .
he OAU




¢ The Heads of State and Government commend the Govemnment of Rwanda for its

efforts to render justice for the victims of the genocide and to prevent acts of revenge.

We call upon the intemational community to redouble its efforts to work with the
Government cf Rwanda to achieve these goals;

e The Heads of State and Govemment rccocmze recent progress made by the
International Criminal Tnbunal for Rwanda, but express their concern about the slow
pace with which the Tribunal’s work has proceeded, urge the ICTR to do everything
‘within its power to accelerate the processing of its cases, and call on all nations to
cooperate fully and expeditiously with the Tribunal;

e The Heads of State and Government affirm that the restoration of regional peace and
stability requires an end to the culture of impunity and the restoration of the rule of
law, and pledge their best efforts to strengthening national systems of civilian and
military justice. The United States commits itself through the Great Lakes Justice
Initiative, to an expanded effort to help the public and private sectors in Rwanda,
Burundi and the Democratic Republic of Congo develop justice systems that are
impartial, credible, and effective, and to support efforts to promote inclusion,
coemstence cooperanon and security; ‘

’

On Fostering Democratic Participation, Human Rights and Regional Stability:

The Heads of State and Government affirm that the destiny and security of Africa rest .
primarily in the hands of Africans themselves. The Leaders pledge to seek additional .
resources and, in consultation with the OAU and UN, to build upon ongoing efforts, both
regionally and internationally, to strengthen and sustain regional security and African

peacekeeping capacity.. The Leaders condemn, and pledge continued cooperanve efforts
to resist, all forms of cross-border terrorism directed against cmhans

Rccogmzmg that the stability of thc region also depcnds on the sustamablhty of African
'democratization, the Heads of State and Government endorse the core principles of
inclusion, the rule of law, respect for hurnan rights, the equality of all men and women,

and the right of citizens.to regularly elect their leaders freely and to pamc1pate fully in the
decision-making whxch affects them. Further:

o The Heads of State and Government pledge to pursue 2 dialogue on democrauzauon
- that: accepts these core principles; recognizes that there is no fixed model for
democratic institutions or transformation; explores altemative approaches to the

democratic management of cultural diversity; and takes into account differences in
historical c*cpenence’




The Heacls of State and Government recognize the central role of freely-elected
governments in leading Africa's economic and political transformation, the need to
ensure that those governments attain the capacity to lead effectively and transparently,
" and the need to foster a healthy and mutually-accountable relzmonshlp between
elected governments and a vibrant and responsible civil society;
The Heads of State and Government affirm the vital role national organizations of
civil society can play in easing the transition from conflict and authoritarian tule to
pamcxpatory democracy, and in contributing to the region’s social, political a |ncl
economic development; |

Recognizing the critical roles local and national institutions of government play in
providing a foundation for democracy, the Heads of State and Governmient urge all
concemned that increased emphasis be given to building the capacxty of these

institutionss; '

The Heads of State and Government underscore a shared commitment to rcspect for
human rights, as articulated in the UN Declaration of Human Rwhts and the Afncan

_ Charter on Human and People’s Rights;

The Heads of State and Govemmcnt urge the mtematmnai commumty to take note of
the lessons learned from the region’s tragic past. We pledae to uphold humanitarian
principles, including the right of civilians to assistance in situations of conflict, and
the protection of refugees and non-combatants. We call on the international
community and host countries to prevent any future delivery of humanitarian ‘
assistance to armed combatants; to work to insure that refugees are not subjected to
political intimidation; and to work closely with regional actors, both governmental
and non-governmental, to insure access by humanitarian provxders toall. |- -
populatioris in need;

The Heads of State and Government applaud the commitment and effort made by the
OAU Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution, and by
emerging sub-regional bodies, such as the Inter-Governmental Authority on
Development, to foster African-led approaches to conflict prevention, management
and resolution and pledge to work towards building further mternatlonal support for
these efforts




On Pursuing the Partnership into the Future:

The Heads of State and Government unanimously agree to explore mechanisms for

regular consultations and encounters at the highest level between African and U.S.

leaders. Noting the importance of mutual understanding between African and American
- citizens, we call for expanded cultural and educational exchanges.

The African leaders noted with appreciation President Clinton’s historic visit to Africa
and express the hope that his presence on the continent has opened a new chapter in
Africa-U.S. relations. The Heads of State and Goverrunent recognize that the
development of a lasting partnership, characterized by shared ownership and meaningful
engagement, will require commitment, time and patience. The Leaders commit
themselves to pursue this objective in the spirit of mutual respect, to deepen a frank and
horest dialogue, to evaluate jointly progress made in the months ahead, and to secure a -
meaningful and lasting partnership for the 21st Century.

“The Président of the U.S.A. and the African Heads of State and Government express deep -
appreciation to President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, the Government and the people of
Uganda for the warm hospitality accorded to them during their visit to Uganda. -

Done at Entebbe, Uganda on Wednesday 25th March, 1998.

Signed:

. LA AL A AL T L T R Y DL R L L ]

WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON, |
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

LTI TR LT Y Y 2 snsensses sssenan ..

YOWERI KAGUTA MUSEVEN],
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA.
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DANIEL T. arap MOI,
- PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

PASTEUR BIZIMUNGU,
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF RWANDA.

oooooooo

BENJAMIN WILLIAM MKAPA, | |
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA.

ooooooooooooooo

LAURENT DESIRE KABILA, | .
PRESIDENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONG(




-------------------------

MELES ZENAWI,
. PRIME MINISTER OF THE, FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF ETHIOPIA. |

ENTEBBE. UGANDA . 25 MARCH. 1998
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

- (Capetown, South Africa)

For Immediate Release , : March 26, 1998

-REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT AND THE FIRST LADY ‘
DURING VISIT TO VICTORIA MXENGE HOUSING PROJECT

Capetown, South Africa

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you very much. Applause.) I am so pleased to be back here. I cannot even
believe with my own eyes all that you have done in the year since I have been here. Congratulations
to all of you for all of the hard work. (Applause)

-I'm delighted to be here with your mayor and so many distinguished officials. But I'm mostly glad to
be here with the women and all of you who have helped to build these houses. I have been talking
about what I saw ever since I returned to the United States. I have been telling my husband about
all of the work that is being done in South Africa to bmld this country; And I particularly told him
about what I had seen here in Capetown.

So when it came to be that he was able to come on this trip to Africa, of course he wanted to come
to South Africa; and of course he wanted to come to Capetown; and of course he wanted to come .
with me to see what you have done. ( Applause.)

Now, you may remember you gave me this pot last year. And you told me to go home and cook a
meal in it or my husband. Now, I have to you that I live in a very big house with many people who
cook for my husband. So they did not like the idea of my taking their work away. So I will save this
- pot to cook for my husband when he is not the President and longer. (Laughter and applause,)

But you know I brought the pot back because it reminded me of what you have done here There is
a wonderful story about a traveler wh went from place to place with only an empty pot. And he
would go into a village and he would get some water and he put a stone in the pot. And he would
put the pot on the fire. And people would come by and they'd say, what is this crazy man doing? He
is boiling a stone. And then after a while someorie would say, but he has a very good pot, maybe we
should add something to the stone. So someone would come and they would add things to this pot.
And pretty soon what did they have? They had something that everybody in the Village could eat.

Well, that is what you have done here. You have taken your hard work, you have taken your
motivation, your desire to have a heuse and each of you has added something. We were just over
helping put some of the blocks in the house. And now you have houses, you are building a
community. I saw where the children are taken care of, where the store is.

- So just like this empty pot, this was once empty land. But you have --each of you -- added -
something to this land so that now we all of these houses where these families can live. I hope that

every one of you feels the kind of pride that I do in what you have accomplished. Nd as the Mayor
said this is a real tribute to all of you.

Last year I asked you how many of you believed you would have a house. And everyone of you
believed you would have a house. And every one of you raised you hands. This year I want to ask,




-

how many of you have a house? All of you. (Applause.) Nd way back over there.

Well, this has been a wonderful experience for me to see with my own eyes what you have built.

- But I am especially pleased that my husband could see with his eyes, as well. I wanted lnml to come,
and it's the first thing that he's done since he came -- we arrive here very, very late. The Mayor was
kind enough to meet us, it was about I guess 2:30 or 3:00 in the mormng But we wanted to come
to see you, to tell you how grateful we are to have a chance to tell you in person how much you
have accomplished.

So it gives me great pleasure to introduce my husband, to introduce someone who cares very deeply
about what people can do fore themselves, and works very hard in our country to help people and
wanted to see who the women were who gave him the hope of a good meal when he is no longer
President. (Applause.)

So Iet me introduce my husband, Bxll Clinton. (Applause.)

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Madam Mayor, Patricia, thank you all for making us feel
so welcome. ‘ '

I really didn't have a choice about coming here because my wife said to me when she got home one
year ago from South Africa, she said, you will not believe this housing project I visited. These
women are building their own houses, they' re saving their own money, they're moving out of shacks
and shanty villages intc nice neighborhoods with good houses and a good future for their chxldren
and they' re helping themnselves. And I want you to go and see it.

And perhaps you have this situation in your family, but when Hillary says she wants me to go and
see something, that means; you are going to see this at the first moment. (Laughter. )

So we got in late last night and we got up this morning and we came out here. I thank Mrs. Mbeki

back there for showing us her home, Thank you, ma'am, and congratulations to you on your nice - . - -

home. (Applause.) And I thank the ladies who are here who let me visit their ¢onstruction project. .

- And I said almost 30 years ago I actually spent the whole summer building houses. And when I was" o

out helping you I realized it's pretty hard work, and that's why I went into politics, s0 I wouldn't
have to work so hard anymore. (Laughter:) °

Let me also say, on a serious note, I believe what you are doing here -- building your homes, saving
for them, taking a small amount of money and building a very nice house -- should be a model for
people who don't have a lot of money all over Africa and all over the world. If you can do it here.
than in villages all over the world people can do.the same thing. ; L S '

And I came here today partly in the hope that through the coverage from --(gap in tape_ -~ that all -
over the world people will see what you are doing in this neighborhood and say, I want my
neighborhood to be like that, I want my children to live in good homes, I want them to have a good
future, I want them to believe that they can do better with their lives. And we intend to support you.

Today, I'm pleased to announce that our United States AID program, which supports’ projecl:ts like
this, will spend another $3 million this year to try to help build more houses to make more success
stories so we can see more people like Mrs. Mbeki and he family. -

Thank you and God bless you all. Thank you. (Applause.)




' THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
(Cape Town, South Africa)

For Immediate Release L ‘ March 26, 1998

ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE PARLIAMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA

Chamber of the House of Assembly
Cape Town, South Africa

4:45PM. (L)

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Premier Molefe, for that fine introduction. Mr.
President, Deputy President Mbeki, Madam Speaker, Mr. Chairman of the National Council of
Provinces, Members of Parliament, ladies and gentlemen, I am deeply honored to be the first
American President ever to visit South Africa, and even more honored to stand before this
Parliament to address a South Africa truly free and democratic at last. (Applause)

Joining my wife and me on this tour of Africa, and éspecially here, are many members of our
Congress and distinguished members of my Cabinet and administration, men and women who
supported the $truggle for a free South Africa, people of all different backgrounds and beliefs. .

Among them, however, are members of the Congressional Black Caucus and African American .
members of my government. It is especially important for them to be here because it was not so
long ago in the long span of human history that their ancestors were uprooted from this continent
and sold into slavery in the United States. But now they return to Africa as leaders of the United *-
States. Today they sit alongside the leaders of the new South Africa, uruted in the powerful poetry
of justice. .

As I look out at all of you, I see our common promise. Two centuries ago the courage and
imagination that created the Untied States and the principles that are enshrined in our Constitution
inspired men and women without a voice across the world to believe that one day they too could
have a government of the people, by the people, and for the people.” -

Now the courage and the i xmaglnanon that created the new South Afnca and the principles that
guide your constitution inspire all of us to be animated by the belief that one day humamty all the
world over can at last be released from bonds of hatred and bxgotry

It is tempting for Americans of all backgrounds I think, perhaps to see too many similarities in the
stories of our two countries, because sometimes similarities which appear to be proféund are in fact
superficial. And they can obscure the unique and complex struggle that South Africa has made to
shed the chains of its past for a brighter tomorrow. ‘

- Nonetheless, in zmportant ways, our paths do converge --by a vision of real multi-racial democracy
bound together by healing and hope, renewal and redemption. Therefore I came here to say simply
this: Let us work with each other, let us learn from each other, to turn the hope we now share into a
history that all of us can be proud of.



-

Mr. President, for millions upon millions of Americans, South Africa’s story is embodied by your
heroic sacrifice and your breathtaking walk "out of the darkness and into the glorious light." But
you are always the first to say that the real heroes of South Africa's transformation are its people,’
who first walked away from the past and now move with determination, patience, and courage
toward a new day and a new millennium.

We rejoice at what you have already accomplished We seek to be your partners and | your true
friends in the work that lies ahead --overcoming the lingering legacy of aparthetd seizing the
promise of your rich land and your gifted people.

From our own 220-year experience with democracy we know that real progress requires, in the
memorable phrase of Max Weber, "the long and slow-boring of hard boards." We know that
democracy is alway* a work still in the making, a march toward what our own founders called a
more perfect uruon

You have every reason to be hopeful. South Africa was reborn, after all, just four years ago. In the
short time since, you've worked hard deepen your democracy, to spread prosperity, to educate all
your people, and to strengthen the hand of justice. The promise before you is immense --E a people
* unshackled, free to give full express to their energy, intellects and creativity, a nation embraced by

the world, whose success is important to all our futures.

America has a profound and pragmatic stake in your success -- an economic stake because we, like
you, need strong partners to build prosperity; a strategic stake because of 21st century tl'itreats to
our common security, from terrorism, from international crime and drug trafficking, from the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, from the spread of deadly diseases and the
degradation of our common environment. These perils do not stop at any nation’s borders. And we
have a moral stake, because in overcoming your past you oﬁ'er a powerful example to people who
are tom by their own divisions in all parts of this earth

Simply put American wants a strong South Afnca Amenca needs a strong South Afrtca And'we
are determined to work with you as you burld a strong South Afrxca (Applause )

In the first four yeaxs of your freedom, it has been our privilege to support your transition with aid
and assistance. Now, as the new South Africa emerges, we seek a genuine partnership based on

mutual respect and mutual reward. Like all partners, we cannot agree on everything. Sometimes our -
interests and our views diverge, but that is true even in family partnerships. :

Nonetheless, [ am convinced, we agree on most things and on the important things because we
share the same basic values: a commitment to democracy and to peace, a commitment to open
markets a commitment to give all our people the tools they need to succeed in the modern world, a -
commitment to make elemental human rights the birth right of every human ¢hild (applause.)

Over the past four years, we put the building blocks of our partnership in place, starting with the
Binational Commission, headed by Deputy President Mbeki and our Vice President Al Core. This
remarkable effort has given high-level energy to critical projects, from energy to education, from
business development to science an technology, cutting through red tape, turning good words into
concrete deeds. We are deeply mdebted to you, Mr. Mbeki, for your outstandmg leadershxp, and we
thank you for it. (Applause) :

The BNC brings to life what I believe you call "Masahkane," the act of building togethex\i
" (Applause) As we look toward the future, we will seek to build together new partnership in trade
and investment through incentives such as OPEC's new Africa Opportunity Fund, already
supporting two projects here in South Africa in transportation and telecommunications.
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We will seek to expand joint efforts to combat the grave threat of domestic and international crime
through our new grave threat of domestic and international crime through our new FBI and
Customs and Immigration offices here in South Africa. We will seek to strengthen our cooperation
around the world, for already South Africa's leadership and extending the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty and creating an Affica nuclear-free zone have made all our children's futures more secure.

I also hope we can build together to meet the persistent problems and fulfill the remarkable promise
of the African continent. Yes Africa remains the world's greatest development challenge, still
plagued in places by poverty, malnutrition, disease, illiteracy, and unemployment. Yes, terrible
conflicts continue to tear at the heart of the continent, as I saw yesterday in Rwanda. But from Cape
Town to Kampala, from Dar-Es-Salem to Dakar, democracy is gaining strength, business is
growing, peace is making progress. We are seeing what Deputy President Mbeki has called an
African Renaissance. (Applause)

In coming to Africa my motive in part was to help the American people see the new Africa with

new eyes, and to focus our own efforts on new policies suited to the new reality. It used to be when
* American policy makers thought of Africa at all, they would ask, what can we do for Africa, or
whatever can we do about Africa? Those were the wrong questlons The right question today is,
what can we do with Africa? (Appl ause)

Throughout this trip I've been talkmg about ideas we want to develop with our African partners to
benefit all our people -- ideas to improve our children's education through training and technology,
to ensure that none of our children are hungry or without good health care; to build impartial,
credible and effective justice systems; to strengthen the foundation of civil society and deepen
democracy; to build strong economics from the top down and from the grass roots up, to prevent
conflict from eruptmg and to stop it quickly if it does.

Each of these efforts has a distinct mission, but all share a common approach -- to help the African
people help themselves to become better equipped, not only to'dream their own dreams, but at long
last, to make those dreams come true. Yesterday in Entebee we took an important step forward. . .
There, with leaders from eastern and central Africa, we pledged to work together to build a future -
in which the doors of opportunity are open to all, and countries move from the margins to the
mainstream of the global economy; to strehgthen democracy and respect for human rights in all
nations; to banish genocide from the region and this continent so that every African cl'uld can grow
up in safety and peace. »

As Africa grows strong, America grows stronger. Through prosperous consumers on this continent
and new African products brought to our markets, through new partners to fight and find solutions
to common problems - from the spread of AIDS and malaria to the greenhouse grass that are
changing our climate. And most of all, through the incalculable benefit of new ideas, new energy,
new passion from the minds and hearts of the people charting their own future on this continent.

Yes, Africa still needs the world, but more that ever it is equally rue that the world needs Africa.
(Applause.) :

Members of Parliament, ladies and gentleman, at the davm o fthe 21st century we have a
remarkable opportunity to leave behind this century's darkest moments while fulfilling its most

~ brilliant possibilities -- not just in South Africa, nor just in America, but in all the world. I come to
this conviction well aware of the obstacles that lie in the path. From Bosnia to the Middle East,
from Northern Ireland to the Great Lakes region of Africa, we have seen the terrible prxce people
pay when they insist on finding and killing and keeping down their neighbors.

For-all the wonders of the modem world we are stzll bedeviled by nations that our racial, ethmc
tribal, and religious differences are somehow more important that our common humanity; that we
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can only lift ourselves up if we have someone to look down on.

But then I look around thiis hall. There is every conceivable difference -- on the surface -- among the
Americans and the South African’s in this great Hall of Freedom. Différent race, different relilgions,
different native tongues, but underneath, the same hopes, the same dreams, the same values. We all
cherish family and faith, work and community, freedom and responsibility. We all want our children
to grow up in a world where their talents are matched by their opportunities. And we all haVel come
to believe that our countries will be stronger and our futures will be brighter as we let go of our
hatreds and our fears, and as we realize that what we have in common really does matter far more
than our differences.

The Preamble to your constitution says, "South Africa belongs to all who live in it, unites in our
diversity.” In the context of your own history and the experience of the world in this century, those
simple words are a bold clarion call to the future, an affirmation of humanity at its best, an assurance
that those who build can triumph over those who tear down, that, truly, the peacemakers are|
blessed, and they shall inherit the Earth.

Thanks you, and God bless the new South Africa. (Applause.)
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PRESIDENT MANDELA Thank you. Please sit down.

President Clinton, a visit by a foreign head of state to a country is, broadly speaking, one of the
most significant developments in entrenched strong political and economic relations between the
countries concerned. During this last four years, we have received a record number of heads of
states and heads of government. They have come from all continents and practically from every
country. They have come from the industrial nations; they have come from the developing world.
Some have advanced democratic institutions; in others, such i institutions are just developing, are
only just developing; in others, there are none at all.

We have received all of them, and we have welcomes those visitors because that they have taught us:
things which we have not known before. We have democratic countries, but where poverty of the
masses of the people if rife. We have had countries where there are no popular institutions at all, but
they are able to look after their people better than the so-called democratic countries.

I have visited one which is a creditor nation, which has got one of the highest standards of vamg in
the world, which is tax-free, which has gone one of the best schemes of subsidy and housing, for
medical services, and where education is free and compulsory. And yet, the people in that country -
have no votes, they have no parliament. And yet they are looked after better than in so called
democratic countries. We insist that even in those countries that people must have votes. Even
though they may enjoy all the things which the masses of the people in other countries don't enjoy,
democratlc institutions are still critical.

So we have received heads of states and heads of government from all those countries. But the visit
our country by President Clinton is the high-water mark. And I hope that the response of our
parliamentarians yesterday has indicated that very clear. :

Our people have welcomes President Clinton with open arms. (Applause.) And it is cofrect that that
should be so, because President Clinton, as well as the First Lady, Hillary, they have the correct
instincts on the major international questions facing the world today. Whatever mistakes that they

- may have made -- and we have made many -- but there is one thing that you cannot be accused of --
of not having the right instincts. And for that reason, I hold him, and almost every South Affican, in
high respect. (Applause.)

The fact that we have high respect for him does not mean that we have no dxﬁ’erences But I would
like to declare that when we have differed on an issue, at the end of that, my respect for him is




A -

enhanced because I fully accept his integrity and his bona fides, but such dxfferences are
A unavoxdable

One of the first heads of state [ invited to this colintry was deel Castro. I have received in this
country ex-President Rafsanjani of Iraq. I have also invited the leader Qaddafi to this couxlltry AndI
do that because our moral authority dictates that we should not abandon those who helped us in the
darkest hour in the history of this country. Not only did they support us in rhetoric, they gave us the
resources for us to conduct the struggle and the will. And those South Africans who have berated
me for being loyal to our friends, literally, they can go an throw themselves into a pool. (L aughter
and applause). I am not going to betray the trust of those who helped us.

The United State is acknowledged far and wide as the world leader, and it is correct, that should be
so. And we have, today, a leader, as I have said, whose instincts are always correct. I would like to
draw attention to a very important provision in the United Nation's Charter, that provisio:lt which
enjoins, which calls upon all member states to try and settle their differences by peaceful methods
That is the correct position which has influenced our own approach towards problems.

We had a government which had slaughtered our people, massacred them like flies, and we had a
black organization which we used for that purpose. It was very repugnant to think that we could sit
down and talk with these people, but we had to subject our blood to our brains, and had to say

- without these enemies of ours, we can never bring about a peaceful transformation in this Eountw.
And that is what we did. '

The reason why the world has opened its arms to South Africans is because we are able to sit down

with out enemies and to say let us stop slaughtering one another -- let's talk peace. (Applause.) We

- were complying with the provisions of the United Nations Charter. And the United States las the

leader of the world should set an example to all of us to help elimination tensions throughout the

- world. And one of the best ways of doing so is to call upon its enemies to say let's sit down and talk . -
peace. I have no doubt. that the role of the United States as the world leader will be tremendously '

enhanced oo — : . wolo ey

T must also point out that we are far advanced in our relations with the United States as a resuit«of -
the efforts of Deputy President Thabo Mbeki and Vice President Al Gore. That Biennial
Commission has achieved, has had a hlgh rate of performance far beyond our dreams. And today
American has become the largest investor in our country (Applause ) Trade between us has
increased by 11 percent. : : R o

And we have the president of the ANC, who carefully pushed me out of this position -- (laughter) --
and took it over -- the president of the ANC and the Deputy President of this country is one of -
those who, more than anybody else in this country, is committed to the improvement of relanons
between South Africa and the United States. I hope that when he succeeds in pushing me to step
down from the presidency, and the country will put him in that position so that he can be in a
position further to improve relations between us. And I have no doubt that we have no better
person than him to complete this jOb

President Clinton, you are welcome. This is one of our proudest moments, to be able to welcome
you. You helped us long before you became President and you have continued with that help now

as the President of the greatest country in the world. Again, welcome. (Applause.)

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Thank you and all the people of
South Africa for the wonderful welcome you have given to Hillary and me, and to our entire
delegation. We have felt very much at home here.

As I have said yesterday in my address to the Parliament, I was Qery honored to be the first




American President to visit South Africa on a mission to Africa to establish a new partnership
between the United States and the nations of Affica, and to show the people of America the new
Africa that is emerging -- an Africa where the number of democratic governments has quadrupled -
since 1990; where economies are beginning to grow; where deep-seated problems, to be sure,
continue to exist, but where hope for the future is stronger than it has been in a generation.

It is in our profound interest to support the positive changes in Africa's life. Nowhere is this more
evident than in the miracle you have wrought here in South Africa.

The partnership between our nations is only four years old, but already we are laying the foundation
for a greater future. And I think everyone knows that the most important reason for our success is
President Mandela. (Applause.)

His emergence from his many years on Robben Island is one of the true heroic stories of the 20th
century. And more importantly, he emerged not in anger, but in hope, passion, determination to put
things right in a spirit of reconciliation and harmony. Not only here, but all over the world, people,
especially young people, have been moved by the power of his example. '

Yesterday Mr. Mandela said that the only thing that disappointed him about our trip was that Hillary
and I did not bring our daughter. (Laughter.) Last night our daughter called us and said the only
reason she was really sorry not to have made her second trip to Afrxca was that she dxdnt get to see
President Mandela. -

1 think that the impact he has had on the children of the world who see that fundamental goodness
and courage and largeness of spirit can prevail over power lust, division, and obsessive small news
'in politics, is a lesson that everybody can learn every day from. And we thank you, Mr. Preszdent
for that. (Applause.) :

Today we talked about- how the United State and South Africa.can move into the future together.
We have reaffirmed our commitment to increasing our mutual trade and investment, to bringing the
advantages of the global economy to all our people. South Africa is already our Iargest trading -
partner in Africa, and, as the President said, Amenca is the largest foreign i investor i in South Afnca
And we want to do more.

The presence here of our Commerce Secretary and leaders from our business community

. underscores, Mr. President, how important these ties are to us, and our determination to do better. -
Our Overseas Private Investment Corporation is creating there new investment funds for Africa
which will total more than three-quarters of a billion dollars. The first of these, the Africa
Opportunity Fund, is already supporting transportation and telecommunication projects here in
South Africa. The largest of the funds, worth $500 million, will help to build the road, the bridges, -
the commumcatxon networks- Afnca needs to fulfill its economic potermal

Increasing trade does not mean ending aid. I am proud that we have provided almost $1 billion in
assistance to South Africa since 1991. I am committed to working with Congress to return our aid
_ for all of Affica to its historic high levels. We will target our assistance to investing in the future of
the African people. If people lack the fundamentals of a decent life, like education or shelter, they
won't be able to seize opportunity. ‘ '

I announced in Uganada a new $120-million initiative to train teachers, increase exchanges, bring
technology into classrooms throughout Africa. We're also working to help provide better housing
for those who have never had it. Yesterday Hillary, with me in town, went back a year later to visit
the Victoria Mxenge housing project in Guguletu, where women are building their own homes for
the first time. I'm proud that through our aid projects and our Binational Commission with Mr.
Mbeki and Vice President Gore we are providing seed money and technical assistance for this
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effort. And I want to do more of that throughout this country and throughout the continent.

President Mandela was also kind enough to speak with me at some great length about other nations
in Africa and our common goals for Africa in the future. We are determined to help countlnes as

~ they work to strengthen their democracies. We agree human rights are the universal bxrthrrght of all
people. I also had a great chance to talk to President Mandela about the progress we made at the
regional summit in Entebbe. And he had read the comminque we put out, and I think that we both .
agree it was a remarkable document. And if we can make it real, it will change thmgs ina profound
way in all the countries that signed off on the statement.

We're also working on security issues, and let me just mention a couple. We are committed to
preventing the spread of weapons of mass destruction, to strengthening the Biological Weapons

Convention, because we both believe disease must never be used as a weapon of war. We are both
at the forefront of the effort to eliminate the scourge of land mines. And now we are joining
together to speed this work. :

As I said yesterday, and I'd hke to emphasize again, I am very pleased that our Department of
Defense has decided to purchase new South African de-mining vehicles, called the Cubbies. The
vehicles will help us to remove mines more quickly, more safely, and more effectively. And I might
say, that's been a terrible problem the world over. Even in Bosnia where there are so many|people,
we're not taking enough mines out of the land every week. And the new South Africa technology
will help us 1mmensely : ’

Mr. President, for centuries the wmds that blow around the Cape of Good Hope have been known
for strength and danger. Today the winds blowing through Cape Town and South Africa, and
indeed much of this continent, are winds of change and good fortune. I thank you for being so much
the cause of the good that is occurring not only | in your own country, but throughout this continent.

Iam deeply pleased that we're commxtted to harnessmg the winds of change together. And|as we
meet in your nation, which has seen such remarkable hope arise from the ashes of terrible tragedy,
let me again thank you. And let me ask your indulgences as I close just to, make a few personal -~ -
remarks about the terrible tragedy we had in the United States, in my home state, where four -
children and a school teacher were killed and many others were wounded in a horrible shooting -
mcxdent

First of all, I"have called the Govemor the Mayor, and last night I had quite a long conversation -
with the school principal, to tell them that the thoughts and prayers of people not only in our
country, but indeed throughout the world we're with them. I hope, as I have said before, that all of
us, including the federal authorities and the members of the press corps will give the peoplelin *
Jonesboro the chance to grieve and bury those who have died. .

And then after a decent period, after I return home, the Attorney General, I, and other have got to
compare this incident with the other two that have occurred in the last few months in Amenca to try
to determine what they have in common and whether there are other things that we should do t

* prevent this kind of thing from happening. There is nothmg ore tragic, for whatever reason, |than a
child robbed of the opportunity to grow up. : S

Thank you, and thank you again, Mr. President, for evexythmg (App ause. )

Q Mr. President, you expressed regret the other day that the Umted States supponed,autho ritarian
regimes in Africa during the Cold War. Today, we buy about 50 percent of the oil from Nigeria,
propping up a regime the United States says is one of the most oppressrve in Africa. -- what will the
United States do --: ~ ,




PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, first of all, let me restate what I said because I think it's worth : 3
saying again. I said that I did not believe the United States had ever been as good a partner to the .

African nations and the African people as we could have been, and that during the Cold War, when

we and the Soviets were worried about the standoff that we had between us, we tended to evaluate

governments in Africa and to pick and chose among them and to give aid to them based far more on

how they stood in the fight of the Cold War than how they stood toward the welfare of their people

I stand by that. And I think now we're free to take a different course.

* President Mandela and [ actually talked at some length about this today, and I, frankly, asked for his
advice. And Nigeria is the largest country in Affica in terms of population. It does have vast oil '
resources. It has a large army. It is capable of making a significant contribution to Regional security,
as we have seen in the last several months. My policy is to do all that we can to persuade General
Abacha to move toward general democracy and respect for human rights--release of the political
prisoners; the holding of elections. If he stands for election, we hope he will stand as a civilian.

There are many military leaders who have taken over chaotic situations in African countries, but
have moved toward democracy. And that can happen in Nigeria; that is, purely and countries, but
have moved toward democracy. And that can happen in

Q President Clinton, I wonder was the Dow Chemical dispute discussed anywhere, and if so, has
there been a resolution of the problem that affects South Africa in particular?

PRESIDENT CLINTON: We only discussed it very briefly. You know what American law is. It

was passed by our Congress by almost 90 percent in both Houses, after two American planes and
American citizens were illegally shot down in International waters by the Cuban Air Force, and !
basically says American companies can't do business there. “

/

We are--the Pope's recent visit to Cuba gave us the hope that we might do more to help the welfare
of the Cuban people and to promote alternative institutions like, the Church in Cuba, that would
move the country toward freedom And I hope that will happen. But the law is what it is.

Q On regret agam sir, why are you revisiting those who seek a formal apology from the United -
States for America's own shameful behawor‘?

PRESIDENT CLINTON. Well, let me say, first of all, there are two different iésues here on the
~ slavery issue. Most of the members of the African community with whom I talk at home advise me
to keep our race initiative focused on the future. (Applause.)

I don't think anybody believes that there is a living American--I don't think that anyone believes that

"any living American today would defend, feel proud of, or in any way stand up for the years where

we had slavery or the awful legacy which it left in its wake. But we have moved through now in the

last 130, almost last 140 years; the 13th, 14th and 15th amendments, a spate of civil rights

legislation. We're now focused on what still needs to be done, and it's considerable. So at home

we're looking to the future--to closing the opportunity gap, to dealing with the discrimination that -
still exists, trying to lift up those communities that have done better than others, as we become not '
primarily just a divided society between blacks and whites, but increasingly multi cultural, not only

thh our large Hispanic and Native American populations, but with people from all over the world.

Now, in addition to that, what I tried to do the other day in Uganda is to recogmze that the role of
Americans in buying slaves, which were taken out of Africa by European slave traders, had a
destructive impact in Affica, as well as for the people who were enslaved and brought to America.
And I think that was an appropriate thing to do. I don't think anybody would defend what we did in
terms of its destructive impact in Afnca No Amencan President has ever been here before, had a

* chance to say that.




- And I think we want riore and more African leaders to do what President Museveni did the other
day when we were in Entebbee, and he said, I am not one of those leaders who blames evérybody
else for our problems. I think we've got--you know, you've got to quit going back to the colonial
era, we've got to look to the future.

If you want to see more Africa leaders do that, which I do, than it seems to me that we have to
come to terms with our past. And stating the facts, it seems to me, is helpful. I think we are going to
be a good partner with people who are talking responsibility for their own future, we can't|be blind
to the truths of the past. '

That's what--I think Mr. Mandela has done a remarkable job of balancing those two things here in
South Africa. That's why I made the statement I did in Uganda, and I'm glad I did it. (Applause.)

Q President Clinton, I wonder whether you could tell us whether debt relief for Africa has|been a

toplc in your discussions with President Mandela, and whether you will be taking South Affica's
views on the subject back into the G-7 and i into other international arenas to argue for such debt

relief.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, the answer to that proposal in the sense that--if it's properly
administered by the international authorities--for this reason. We supported the idea that people
should be eligible for debt relief--more debt relief--if they were moving toward economic reform,
but not saying that everybody had to reach the same point, because people start from--they start
from different places, different countries do--different per capita incomes, different economic
systems, different real possibilities.

So I think that the framework is there. Now, what I pledged to do after talking to all the people
with whom I have met--President Mandela and the other leaders that I saw on the way down here--
~ is to take a look at how this thing is going to work in fact, and see what I could do to make sure
that we give-as much aid as we possibly can under this proposal. But I do think it is legitimate to
say--if you want debt relief to unleash the economic potential country so you take the burden off of
it, then when it's all said and done there has to be--two policies that have to exist. Number|one,
you've got to have a set of policies that will produce better resuits in the future than you had in the
past, in any country. Number two, if we did that, other people would be reluctant to loan money in
the future because they wouild think they would never get any of their money back. ‘

So I think the trick is to get enough debt relief to countries to get the debt burden down so they can
grow and they're not crushed and kept from making any progress, but to do it in a way so that the -
debt relief produces long term prosperity. And that's my goal. And, yes, we're going to tall‘c about it
at the G-8 meeting in Great Britain. And I will stay on top of this to make sure that what we're
trying to get done is actually accomplished. Everybody talked to me about it.

Q Mr. President, during this trip you've spoken about genocidal violence in Affica, but the|sort of
random killings you referred to in the Jonesboro killings has terrified people in the United States
with alarming frequency. How do you explain that? What can you say now and what can you do
now as America's leader to root out such violence from the culture"

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, we worked on it very hard for five years, and the crime rates have
gone down for five years--the violent crime rate has gone down for fives years quite dramatically in
many cities.

And I saw an analysis, actually, just before I left home in the documents that I read every Sunday--I
saw an analysis of the declining crime rate which essentially said that, obviously, the improving
American economy contributed to the crime rate going down because more people had jobs--and
particularly with regard to property crimes it was more attractive to work than to steal--but the
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other reason was that policing and law enforcement and prevention is now better than it was five
years ago. And crime is a problem that many societies, especially many more urbanized societies
have. : .

And all I can tell you is that the violent crime rate is going down in our country--it's still way too
high What I'm concerned about in the Jonesboro case or in the Paducah case or in the Mississippi
- issue is whether we are doing enough to deal with the question of violence by juveniles and is there
something else we can do to get it down even more. :

Ask President Mandela a question. I'm tired. (Laughter ) PRESIDENT MANDELA No|personal
questions. (Laughter.)

Q Not today, Mr. President. Mr President, have you raised with President Clinton the question of
the United States--Africa growth and opportunity--and the large number of condxtxonahty clauses in
that, and pointed out to him that this would appear to be in conflict with the United States?
commitment to free trade? PRESIDENT MANDELA: Well, this matter has been fully discussed
between President Clinton and our Deputy President Thabo Mbeki. And I faithfully endorse the
point of view that was placed before the President by the Deputy President. These matters are the
subject of discussions and they are very sensitive matters. And [ appreciate the curiosity of the
media, but it is sometimes merely to say that this is 2 matter over which we have serious
reservations, this legislation. To us, it is not acceptable. But nevertheless, we accept each other's
integrity and are discussing the matter in that spirit. Yes, we are taking that up.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: IfI could say one thing about it though. If you all actually read this bill, I
~ think you will find two things. First, and the most important thing is, if the bill becomes law, it will
increase the access of all African nations to the American market, without conditionality.| The bill -
opens up more of the American market to more African trade. The bill then says, for countries that
make greater strides toward democracy, human nghts and economic reform, it seemed to me to
strike the right kind of balance. :

I, myself, would not have supported it if it had gone in reverse, xf it had xmposed new burdenson
- some countries while giving new benefits to theirs.- i e S

Q --genocide in Rwanda, and you said the United States should have acted sooner to stop the
killing. Do you think American racism; or what you have described as American apathy toward
Africa played a role in its inaction? How have you grappled personally with that experience two-

" days ago? And have you considered any specific policy changes, given that this isn't the first time
this century that America has been slow to act, that would compel a faster American response in the
future, besxdes early-warnmg systems?

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Let me say, first of all, I do not believe that there was any--I don't believe
there was any racial element in our slow response. I think that--keep in mind, [ don't believe

anybody on the outside was prepared for somewhere between 800,000 and a million people to diein
90 days. And I look tiow long it took the United States and Europe through NATO and then
through the UN to put together machinery to go in and deal with the Bosniany--I don’

So I would just say to you, I think that--the point I was trying to make is I do believe that generally
America has been--and the whole American policy apparatus has been less responsxve and less
involved in Africa than was warranted. [ think that's a general problem.

But I think in the case of Rwanda, what I believe we have got to do is establish a system, hopefully

through the United Nations, which gives us an early-warning system, that gives us the means to go
-in and try to stop these things from happening before they start, and then if it looks like ajlot of -

people are going to die in a hurry, that kicks in motion some sort of preventative mechanism before
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hundreds of thousands of people die.

I mean, if you look at the shear--the military challenge presented by those who were engaging in the
- genocide, most of it was done with very elemental weapons. If there had been some sort of

multinational response available, some sort of multinational force available, to go in pretty quickly,

most of those lives probably could have been saved. And we're going to have to work this out

through the U.N. and then figure out how to staff it and how to run and whether it should be

permanent or something you can call up in a hurry, how such people would be trained, what should

be done. But my own view is, if we think it would be better if the U.N. has a means to deal with it in
- a hurry. And I would be prepared to support the development of such a mechanism.

Q That brings up the subject of the African Crisis Response Team, who is responsible, and I
wondered how your discussions, both of you, went on that. ‘

PRESIDENT MANDELA: We had a long program of very important matters to discuss and,
unfortunately, we did not discuss this one. Our attitude toward this question is very clear, We
support the initiative very fully. All that South Africa is saying is that a force which is intended to
deal with problems in Africa must not be commanded by someone outside this continent. I certainly
would never put my troops under somebody outside this continent. [ certainly would never put my
troops under somebody who does not belong to Africa. That is the only reservation I've had.
Otherwise, I fully accept the idea. It's a measure of the interest which the United States takes in the
problems of Africa, and the only difference is this one about the command of that force.

THE PRESS: Thank you.
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Q Mr. President, nice to see you. Thanks for talking to us. Let me start by asking you howyou're
holding up. I'm having -- iw's my first time traveling in the White House press pool; I'm tired of

trying to keep up with you. You must be tired. '
THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I have a couple periods during the day still where [ get a little tired or -
jet-lagged. We've been traveling at night a lot. But the trip is so exciting it kmd of keeps the
adrenalin flowing.

*Q Let me ask you if I can , Mr. President, o share your impressions of Africa. You at this point have
now visited three African countries, three quite diverse African countries. I'm wondering if you
share your impressions, is Africa what you expected it to be upon your arrival?

THE PRESIDENT Yes, it's what I expected it to be, but it's even ore interesting, more fascinating
than I thought it would be. It's a place that's just brimming with energy, and I think, basxc goodwill -
on the part of the citizens of the country that I met. [ think it's a place of great opportumty for the
United States. I think it's a place we should be far more concerned about than we have been in the
past, and a place that can be a good partner cr us in dealmg with the chaIIenges of this new century
we're about to enter.

Q And to move if I can from talkmg about the contment to the content of some e of what you ve had
to say -- and I'm wondering specifically, Mr. President, how you think some of your rernarks are.
going to play back home, particularly tot hose outside of the African American commumty You've
‘made some rather provocative statements; many African Americans have been pleased by those
remarks. You said in Ghana-that we all came out of Africa; folks were surprised to hear you say that -
to hear you say that. In Uganda, you said that everyone -- that European Americans, rather, had
benefited from the fruits of the slave trade and that we were wrong in that as well. In Rwanda, you
said we didn't move fast enough to deal with the genocide happemng here. Some provocatwe
statements, again, pleasing the African American community in large, I think, but how do you think
those provocative statements are going to play outside the black community?
THE PRESIDENT: Well, I would hope that they would play well, at least I hope that'thley would
prompt all my fellow Americans to think. What I said about us all coming out of Africa is, as far as -
we all know, absolutely accurate. That is, the oldest known species of humanity from alljthe
archeological and anthropological studies are people who were in Africa. We just -- I just read an
article about two people waling upright where they found footprints that are 2 million years old
right near where we're doing this interview. So that's just a simple fact.

When [ talked about the slave trade, I meant that, when I was in Ugahda. The Eufoiieaﬁs ba;iéally
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organized the slave trade. They yanked Africans out of their lives and turned them into slaves. But
Americans bought them, and therefore, we were part of the slave trade. Quite apart from the injury

to the slaves that were in America, what we d id to Africa was wrong. And [ thought it was

important to acknowledge that, that is wasn't just -- that Americans weren't just simply passive in
that.

"And finally, I think we all recognize that the world was not particularly well organized for the

breathtaking speed of the genocide in Rwanda. Take it out of Africa -- if you look at what happened
in Bosnia, where many, many people were killed and millions were dislocated, it took the
international community more than two years to get organized enough for the UN. to support a
NATO action that NATO took, and then for NATO to come in with our allies -- Russia and the
others, many other countries, two dozen other countries -- to stop the killing in Bosnia and effect a

peace settlement.

In Rwanda, where you had a million people killed in 90 days it is simply a fact that the United
States, Europe, Japan and the Whole United Nations, the whole world community -- we were not
organized for or prepared for the consequences.

I'm proud of what the United States dxd when we finally got to Rwanda. We saved hundreds of
thousands of people's lives who were refugees -- chxldren who might have dies from dehydration
and disease, for example. But I think this is the- --'what happened in Rwanda should be a clear
message to not just Americans, but to the World Community that these are things that we can stop
from happening, and keep countries on a more positive course if we're well organized.

And it was particularly tragic in Rwanda because Rwanda is not a country that was created by
European colonial map-makers. It was a coherent entity long before colonialism in Africa. And
Hutus and the Tutsis lived together literally for centuries, speaking the'same language, having the
same religious practices, dividing their society on lines that were quite dlﬁ‘erent from tribal lmes So
it was a worid class tragedy :

Q Let me ask ycu whether or not these, as I termed them earlier, provocatxve ccmments that you
made were planned. I talked to a lot of folks in the White House pool and no one will tell me that
they had any idea that you were going to make the kinds of statements you've been making. I'm

wondering whether of not, then, these statements were planned, or whether you got caught up in

‘the moment where the emotion is overtaking you -- were they planned remarks?

THE PRESIDENT: One was planned, and two were remarks that [ tough I ought to say to try to

get the American people to identify more closely with Africa, and then to look to the future -- to a

common future.

We clearly planned to acknowledge the deficiencies of the United States and the world community
in dealing with the Rwanda genocide. The Secretary of State had already been here and done the
same thing, and I though it was important that I do it as well, to focus the attention of the world on
what we have to do to keep things hke this from happening in the future -- not just in Afnca but
evexywhere

The comment about our involvement in the slave trade and what it dxd to Affica, as well as what it
did to African Americans who became slaves, was a comment that I decided to make based on my
feelmg about the situation and my reading of what would be appropriate. '

" The comment about how we all came out of Affica was -- [ think is just, to the best of our
. knowledge, is simply an anthropological fact and that Americans ought to know that. I don't think --

I got interested in this because Hillary spent a lot of time over the last two years studying the Ongms

- of humankind, and I learned a lot through her extensive reading and study. And I think that it's one




-

more way to make all Americans identify with Africa and with the common humanity we share with
people across the globe. '

Q I know you're leaving in just a moment to go speak to Parliament here in Cape Town, South
Africa, so let me squeeze out a couple quick questions and I'l let you go. I'm wondering whether or
not you think this trip is going to dispel negative stereotypes and myths about Africa. You've said
repeatedly you want to put a new face on Africa for Americans.

My sense is that a lot of what's happening here, certainly much of what's happening here, in my own
judgement is not being portrayed accurately by the American media, some things being taken out of"
context. I'm think now specifically of the incident in Ghana when the crowd lunged first. I know you
were portrayed by the American media as accurately as it should have been. I'm wondenng whether
or not you think that the trip ultimately will dispel the myths about Africa that you're concerned
about, or do you think that what you are trying to do, your efforts are in some way being
overshadowed by some press people who insist on raising questions on other matters that have
nothing to do with why you are here in Affica. '

PRESIDENT: Oh, no, Well 1 think that the trip is getting, I think, basically constructive, positive
“and accurate coverage back home, as nearly as I can tell. Now, in Ghana, where we had a
half-million people -- and more if you count the people who were right outside the square there --
there was a little metal fence dividing me from the people. And when I was shaking hands,the
enthusiasm of the crowd was such -- and this has happened to me in America, not just in Ghana but
it's the biggest crowd I've ever spoken with --- there were two women there who were -- and it was
over 100 degrees. Keep in mind it was very hot and they had been out there a long time, and they
couldn't breathe, they were literally being crushed against the fence. So what I was worried about
was that just the crowd, the enthusiasm and the happiness, the ardor of the crowd would
inadvertently cost those women their lives. And [ was just trymg to help them. But it was a
wonderful, wonderful event. ‘
|

I think basically this trip will end a lot of the stereotypes that the people have. I think people tend to
think that -- who don't know much about Africa -- that all they ever read is when there are troubled
tribal societies and they're fighting with each other, or there's one more military coup or one more
failed democracy. And half the countries in sub-Saharan Affica have elected leaders of their own
choosing. They re more and more interested in market economies. They're struggling to prlowde
basic education and other service like health. And they're interested in being a part of the world of
the 21st century. And the people are so energetic, and they're mte}hgent people who are lookmg to

the future.

And what I want Americans to do is to imagine what we can do with Africa in the future as .
partners. [ believe that this trip will contribute to that, and I certainly hope it will.

Q Let me ask you, finally, Mr. President -- I mentioned earlier that you are headed to spea%c to
Parliament as soon as we leave here -- as soon as you leave here. [ am told that you may, may, inn
fact, speak to the issue of apartheid and America's complicity in that centainly for many, many years.
How would you respond to particularly African Americans back home who ask of their President,
respectfully, how he could address apartheid in Africa and not address America's vision of :
- apartheid, the legacy of slavery and segregation, back at home.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, [ would say that we are addressing the legacy of slavery back hc me, that
this race -- we addressed apartheid with the Civil War, with the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments;

later with all the civil rights legislation. I think it's plan that there is a deep determination in America
to overcome the mistakes of our past and the injustice we did. '

But the race initiative that I set up on America is focused on the future. I think the same thing




should be done here. While it is true that the American government for many years, in effect, was
complicit in the apartheid here by the sanctions, the legislation that swept cities and states across the
country that the Congress eventually put f‘orward at the national level.

So I think Mr. Mandela would say that Amencan of all racial and ethnic backgrounds had a lot to
do with creating the international climate of opposition to apartheid in South Africa.

But what we need to be doing today in South Africa and in the United States is dealing with the

- legacy of apartheid here and slavery and racial discrimination there, insofar as it still needs to be
stamped out, but our focus ought to be on the future. The only way we can liberate people from the
problems of the past is to focus on tomorrow. And that's what I'm going to do in my speech today
and what I'm trying to do with the race initiative back home. ,

Q Mr. President, thank you for your time. It's nice to see you.

MR PRESIDENT: Thank you. It's reaﬁy good to see you.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
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REMARKS BY
MR. KATHRADA, PRESIDENT CLINTON, AND PRESIDENT MANDELA
DURING VISIT TO ROBBEN ISLAND

MR. KATHRADA: Mr. President, your visit here highlights once again the universal symbolism of
Robben Island. You are heading an increasing list of distinguished people from your coun:try and
from all over the world. If I may just mention some of the names from your country who have
visited us --honored us with their visits: of course, the First Lady, about this time last yea:r, and your
very, very beautiful and talented daughter, Chelsea, who I will never forget, because she had read
the autobiography so intelligently. And she remembered so much of it, and asked so manf/ intelligent
questions, I can never forget her.

Yesterday, Mr. President, you addressed the Parliament of the Democratic South Africa, and today
you have come to see what preceded April '94, when democracy came into our country. Just a very
brief background --a very brief background. The type of discrimination, the callousness of apartheid
--apartheid applied in gradation. The first and best off were the whites. The second on the ladder
were coloreds and Indians like myself. And at the bottom of the ladder were Aﬁ'xcans like the
President.

When we arrived here in June of 1964, it was bmerly cold, rammg, windy. And when we had to

. change into przson clothes, the President, Mr. Mbeki, Mr. Sisulu, who are all my seniors in age, and
then were seven of us, they were all given short trousers to wear, accordmg to the law. They were
gwen no socks. I was given long trousers; I was given socks. The rationale behind the short trousers
is that in South Africa in those years, and unfortunately it still persist to some extent, the Iratxonale is
all Africans, regardless of age, are boys or girls. And boys wear short trousers, so the President and

others with him had to wear short trousers.

The same type of discrimination in the food Whereas I would get two spoons of sugar they would
get one spoon of sugar. They would not get bread. I would get bread.

So from the start it was a struggle against apartheid, and "struggle" meant hunger strikes and so
forth. The first victory was after a few years when we managed to equalize the clothing; and later,
after many years, we equalized the food.

We were sentenced to hard labor. We had to work with pick and shovels for eight hours a day,

- work we had never done before. So the first month, it was bleeding hands and blisters, but that was
the challenge, because that is what the other side had identified to crush our spirits. And i it was a
challenge that we dare not lose, and we did not lose. There was the brutality of the warden. I Just
want to cite one exaraple of the mentality of the people who are supposed to look after us. We, of
course, on this side of the prison were isolated from the political prisoners, completely isolated.

Now, the other prisoners on the other side, that is, the political prisoners, were working at the stone
quarry and there was an altercation between a prisoner, Mr. Malumbo (phonetic), and a warden.
. They then asked the prisoner to dig a hole, and buried him up to here. It was a sweltening day, and




when the prisoner complained of thirst, they unnated on him. That was the type of mentality of
these people.

You have, no doubt, come across the President's autobiography, “The Long Walk to Freedom", so [
should just mention this wall. Where this wall is used to be the President’s garden. And after the
manuscript was written, in its completed form was given over to experts who transcribed it into
small handwriting and smuggled it out of the country, we buried the manuscript here, the original.

And when they started building this wall through our garden, that manuscript was discovered and
we were then punished, three of us. The President has brought me into a lot of trouble, even in jail
-~(laughter)--so we were pumshed and we were deprived of our studies for four years at that time.

PRESIDENT MANDELA: I must say that they were imprudent, because the method was, I would
‘write and when I finished a chapter, I gave it to him. (Inaudible.) So then they woule make
corrections, and then I would rewrite the chapter. That's how we came into trouble, becuase
(inaudible) was identiﬂed in that manuscript.

MR. KATHRADA: So 75 percent of more of what you read today in "The Long Walk of Freedom"
was written here in prison by the President.

Robben Island was a test. In addition to the philosopy of our liberation organizations, we were
taught that we were fighting against a system, not against a people. On Robben Island, on the one
hand we had the callousness,the burtality, the sadism. All the authorities were hell-bent cracking our
morale and our spirits. On the other hand, Robben Island symbolized a triumph --a triumph of the
human spirit over evil, a triumph of good over oppression, in short a triumph of the new South
Africa over the old.

The oppressors failed in their mission to induce a collective amnesia among the people of this -
country and the world, becuase we were told in so many words, in five years? time nobody will
remember the name Mandela. And they did everythingpossible to induce that collective amnesia.
They failed. They failed in their endeavors to crush the spirits of the prisoners. They f failed to L
deprive the people of their dignity and their humanity and of their civilized values. They faxled in
every respect.

Mr. President, everything I have said here is symbolized in one person, and that is our presxdent It
was his leadership, his courage, his wisdom, his foresight that guided us through the 18 years that -
we spent here and the rest of our sentences, which we spent in other pnsons So we owe that.
transformation that we talk.of --the seeds were here.

And the other side, we called them the enemy at the time, set our to ‘cn'sh our spirits. And Robben
Island was tailor-made to induce a spirit.of hatred, a spriit of revenge, retribution. But thanks to the
leadership of our Presidnt, thatnks to the philosophy of the liberation movement, we did not fall into
those emotions of hatred. :

So the seeds of the negitiation process were here at Robben Island, because we realized, and we
have maintained all the time, that there is no such thing as driving 5 million white people to sea.
They are South African citizens. They may be on the opposite side. When freedom comes, we have
to work together to build a new country. And again, we have to thank our President for that.

Robben Island is unique, I think, in the world. I think it is one place where from prison --almost
literally from prison to Parlaiment to President.

Mr. President, we are conﬁdent that when you leave Robben Island, you will leave as a freind of
-Robben Island, to carry the message of the triumph of Robben Island to your people and to people”
everywhere. And we have conficence that we can count on you in the future for your continued




-

moral support. And when we develop Robben Island as we are planning to do, as a universal

symbol, we hope we can count on you also for your material support.

I thank you very much, and welcome agéin to 'Rcbben Island. (Applause.)

MR. KATHRADA: Ladies and gentlement of the media; this is not'a press conference. *You ve had
your share in'Cape Twn, and we don't believe in double features. (Laughter.) But what we want to
do now is our President is going to hand over to President Clinton a quarry rock, with his little

finger, authenticated by our Presndem that this is a genuine quarry rock from the quarry
worked for 13 years.

where he

PRESIDENT MANDELA: It'sa great honor and a pleasure because, as we have said on many
occasions, our victory here is victory in part because you helped us tremendously. Thank you very

much.
PRESIDENT CLINT ON: Thank you. (Applause.)

MR. KATHRADA: May I just say that this is not a press conference. Any question mus
confined to Robben Island and Robben Island only, please

Q We're just interested in your expenence We'd hke to hear firsthand from you about y,
- experiences in this cell.

t be

our

PRESIDENT MANDELA: Well, there were pleasant --(laughter) --and unpleasant experiences, and
it depends how you look at the situation. As you know, right down the centuries, and in many arts
of the world, ther are men and women who are able to turn disaster --what would cmsh many
people --to tirn that disaster into vxctory And that is what these ment here like Mr. Kathrada and

others did.

And'so whe I come here, [ call back into memory that great saga in which the authorities, who were

pitiless, insensitive, and cruel nevertheless failed in thelr evil intentions. They were resp
that.

onsible for -

Q President Mandela,.can we just ask you, is there --you've been back to the island many times -

~ PRESIDENT MANDELA: Let's come closer, pelase '

Q You've been back to the islands many times. Can you tell us what the special significance is of this

_particular visit with the American President.

PRESIDENT MANDELA: There is no doubt that, as I said at the press conference, that the visit by
President Clinton is a high-water mark in relation to all the visits that we've held. And coming to
Robben Island is something more important, with that significant achievement of coming to South

Africa. And we appreciate that very much.

Q President Clinton, what are you feeling?

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, my first thought was to thatnk God that the person whcl» occupied
this cell was able to live all those years in that way without having hxs heart turn to stone and '

without giving up on his dreams for South Africa.

The other thing that I would say is that I think this is a good object lesson in life for all young
people. You know, 99.9999 percent of the peop!e will never have a challenge in life like|the one Mr.
Mandela faces when he spent all thes years in prison. But everyone has difficulties, everyone faces
unfaimess, and everyone faces cruelty. And the one thing that is beyond the control of anyone else
is how you react to it, what happens to your own spirit, what happens to your own heart, what




happens to your own outlook on life.

And he is the world's foremost living example of that, and every young child I wish could think
about his or her life that way, and ther would bve a lot more happiness in the world and a lot more
generosity, because than no one would feel compelled to react in a certain way because then no one
would feel compelled to react in a certain wz: because of what others said or others did. It's a very

improtant thing about living.

THE PRESS: Thank you.
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RANTO RDDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT
TO THE XZTION

Zape Town, 3c:=<h kfrica

[

THE PRESICENT: Good momming.. Ir the stcreironts and
shop windaws af Tonesborc, Arkansas, there are siuns that read,
"Our nearts are with West Side Midcéle Scheol." EZven though
Hillsry and I are far away fZOm ous heome Stats, our “eargsl zco,
are with West Side, and witkh zhe grieving -am-llea whese 1579d
crnes were killez or injuzed in tha: tragic incident just ‘our
days &gc.

. “kis is trne third time iz wracent woalhs that a quze
town, and our nation, nave been shzken by Zhe awful spscter o
the fam:iliss of Juuesbore and all snericain mourn-u‘ <his
verrible.loss ¢f voung. l‘Ae -~ 1ife so full o, promlse and (ha
sc crue.ly czt short. . : '

oot

Y3

-]

. We mcurn the loss of Natalie 3roscke, =f ?Paige Ann
derr:ng, of 3tephanis Johnsen, cf Brittauy Varner, and =f a|
hercic teacher, Shanncn Wright, whe sacrificed her own lifz| tc
cave & -h-lu, . These five names wi.l be etched ir cur Temories
forever, and linked forever with thaz names of Niccle Eadiey,
Jassica James, &and Casey Steger, of Paducah, Kentucxy. and Lydia
Kaye Daw and Christian Menefee of Pearl, Mississippi. OSur
thoughts and zur prayers are with il thez* families tzday.

We d: not urde* tand 'ha; drives childrer., whather In
amall towns oo big cities, zo pick up guns and take the lives of
cthers. Ve nmay never meka sanse2 of the senseless, kbt we have
to Try. We have seen =z community come together in grle‘ ana
compassion fe:- cne another, and in the datermination that
‘terzible acts like these must no lcager tareaten our rnation's
childran. . :



http:c,;r:.ms
http:eph.a.r.ia
http:J::mt;;bc.rc
http:16�,P.r1
http:Hi:l.!.ry

Parents acros: Mncrics shculd wilccme the news
regorzaed “ust this month by Attorney Genaral Renc and Zducaticn
Secretary Kiley that Th€ vast mMEjority or fur scnools are safe

and frae of violent crizxz. We'wve wecrked zard tc make our
schocls places of learning, not fear; places where children can
WCTZY about math and snisnce, anr guneg, drugs, and gangs. But
wrex & terrikle tragedv _;ke this occurs, it reminds us there i3
werg vet to be cene.,

L have direcred Attcrrney General Reno to bring
tcgetnar experzs on scaccl violence to znalyze these incidents
te determine what they have in common and whether there are
furthar steps wa can *+ake ta raduce the likelihcod of scmethiry
s¢ terrible reoccurring. '

_Already we've seen tie remarkzble difference ccmmunity
pcilcing has mads in our naticn's streeis. Now wa2 have To azply
zhat same ezcrgyv and resz_.ve TC 2ur schools 2o make the safer
olaces for children to learn, rlay, and grow. AU school there
mist ne full cempliarze with our policy of zero tolerance toward
guns, &rd at home there skould ke no easy zccess tc weapens trat
=i1-. :

Protecting our children from schcol viclence is more
than 2 matter of law or Tolicv, at heart, it is =2 matter of
nas-c values, of conscience and community. %We nust teach our
childran to respect cthers. We must instill irn them a desp,
abicditg szense cf right end wrong. And to children who z2rz
Troublied, angry, or alone, wWe must extand a hand bafore they,
destray the lives of others and destroy their swn ia the -
Crocess. ' '

We hava to understand that young chilcdrer ray n:t
Zully eppreciate the consequencece of actions thet are
destructive, out may be able to be romanticized at a twisted
sivenl.  2nd we have TO make sure that they doa't fail inte zhnat.
trap. ‘ ' ’ : SR
Three towns: Joneshorp, Pearl, Paducalk -- tce many
precisus lives lost. The white ribbons that flut=e- “aday in my
home stat2 of Arkensas are a poigrant and pewerful challenge tc
all of us -- a challengc tc ceome together for the zake of cus
children and ‘cr the futtre cf our nation.

?hanks ror listenirg.

END
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INTERVIEW OF THE PRESIDENT
BY THE DISCOVERY CHANNEL

Johannesburg, South Africa
C2:12PM. (L)

Q. Mr. President, I was in Uganda when you announced your African education initiative. It was
very, very impressive. Is there a role for foundatxon and the private sector in helpmg us?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, absolutely There's no way that JUSI through government ald from the
United States and other countries we can do all this. And a lot of operations like the D;slcovery
Channel can even miore efficiently hook up these schools, give them the basics that they need --a
‘television set, a satellite, the VCRs. Then eventually we'll be able to come in with the computers and
we'll be able to have mteracnve access to the Internet and even interactive communication across

national lmes

But we have to begin to put in place a technological infrastructure in these schools. And|since we
can now leapfrog a lot of the early investments that schools would have had to make 10 jor 12 years
ago, we can actually do it more cheaply. In other words, they won't have to have a thousand
volumes in their library that they could never afford, if we can do enough through educational
television.

Q. You also talked about the relationship, in this case, between one school, I believe it's\'iin Silver
Spn’ng, Maryland, and a school in Uganda. '

THE PRESIDENT: That's nght

Q. Are there other things Amencan kids can do to help here in Afnca in terms of education?

|

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes. First of all, I think it's important to set up as many parmershxps as
possible. And if the children have access to the Internet in the African schools, if we can get that
done, then they can actually communicate directly through the Internet

But there are lots of other things we can do. If we have partnerships --children in American schools,
for example, could have book drives and send books to children --a lot of children in African
schools don't have access to any of the books that American kids take for granted. Then they could
write back and forth and talk about the books they're reading. Or they could make sure they have a
television and access to some of your Discovery tapes, and then they could write back and forth and
talk about what they'd seen together I think that this is the kind of thing that we want to| promote -
more of. ‘

Q. Great. And the last question, Mr. President. I thmk a lot of Americans would be Surp1|‘ised that in
many of the African countries boys are treated differently than girls. Do you see a changf' coming
there?




THE PRESIDENT: Yes, we're working hard to support that. But you see this in a lot of developing
nations around the world, where boys and girls have a different role in traditional society and where
girls have not traditionally been educated . Now, as they move to a more modern society, young
girls have the same aspirations --they want to develop their minds, they want to go out and live their
lives. And we've worked very hard to support education for young girls.

One of the things I like best about the Ugandan educational initiative is that they want universal
primary education for all their children. And they're going out and recognizing the schools where
the enroliment and the graduation rates are just as high for girls as for boys.

That's a big priority. But it's a big change for Africa, but Afnca is not alone in that. That's a
wor Idwide issue we have to keep working on.

Q. Thank you very much, sir.
THE PRESIDENT: Thank you.
215PM. (L)
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FACT SHEET

The Ron Brown Comimercial Center, operated and funded by the Departmient of Commerce, is one
of the only four Commercial Centers worldwide. The center, in Johannesburg, will provide support .
for American companies looking to enter or expand into the sub-Saharan African market.| It will
promote export through a range of support programs. The Commercial Center also will serve as a
base for other agencies such as the Export-Import Bank, the Trade Development Agency|and
USTR to expand their assistance to business. The Center is staffed by three Foreign Commercial
Service officers, an American administrator and 17 local staff.

An internet-linked commercial information resource center is staffed to answer trade-related queries
- from U.S. and African businesses and will serve as a repository for economic and commercial
reports from State Dt‘:partment officers stationed throughout Africa.

At the dedication of the Ron Brown Commercial Center, the President will announce sevcral new
initiatives and enhancements to his existing Partnership for Economic Growth and Opportumty
These include:

Greater Market Access -- all sub-Saharan African countries eligible for the U.S. Generalized System
of Preferences program (GSP) will be able to avail themselves of several of the Partnershxp s
programs; -- additional support will be provided to countries pursuing aggressive, growth-onented
economic reforms; - further substantially enhanced access to the U.S. markets for products from
Africa's strongest reformers will be granted through rapid passage of the African Growth and

K Opportumty Act whxch the Pres:dent supports

L

Targeted and Enhanced A551sta.nce - the Presxdent has requested an addmonal $30 rmlhon for
technical assistance and support programs; -- the Administration will work with Congress to restore
development assistance to Aftica to its historical high water mark; -- we will establish an"
endowment in conjunction with the Ronald H. Brown Foundation to help young Afncans pursue
internships with Amefican companies and gain technical expemse

Spurring Private Investment --- OPIC has established three funds for Africa -- a fund of $120 million
for southern Africa, a second fund $150 million for all of Africa and a third mfrastructureiﬁmd ofup
to $500 million (for roads, ports, bridges, telecommunications and i mvestment In women~owned
businesses and xmcro—enterpnses)

Enhanced Debt Relief -- the Presndem has requested an additional $35 million for bxlateral
concessional debt relief; -- we have secured, with our G-7 partners, a commitment from tll'ze World
Bank to increase lending to Africa by $1.1 billion this year and we will engage G-7 partners this
year on African debt relief issues.

Increasing Bilateral Trade Ties -- the President will host an economic Summit for the heads of state
of reforming nations: -- we will host the first annual ministerial-level Economic Cooperation Forum
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Ron Brown Center
Johannesburg, South Africa

6:42PM. (L)

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Thank you, Dr. Matlana (ph), for the wonderful introduction, for -
the extraordinary example of your career, physician to President Mandela, leader in the struggle for
South Africa's freedom, and most recently, one of the most successﬁJl businessmen in the new

South Affrica.

Thank you, Secretary Daley, Congressman Rangel, Secretary Herman, Secretary Slater, to our
ambassadors, Mr. Berger, Reverend Jackson, and the members of Congress and the American
business leaders here today, Minister Emanuel, Millard Arnold (ph), thank you for all the work you
did on this. And to all the members of the South African community who are here, thank you for
what you're doing to build a strong South Africa, and to build the bonds of commerce between our
two nations. :

Let me also say I'm pleaSed that a young member of my White House staffborn i in Johannesburg,
Russell Horowitz, is here today, with his grandparents, Maurice and Phyllis Goldstem (ph) But I'
especially pleased that Alma Brown is here. This is... (APPLAUSE) ‘

This has been an incredible trip to Africa, a trip which I was urged to make by Ron Brown start‘i‘ng ‘
before [ became president. And I was just sitting here thxnkmg that after all this time, Ron Brown"
can still draw a crowd. (LAUGHTER) - :

_This has been a magical tour of this magmﬁcem continent, and in each place, I've thought about
Ron and how he would have reacted, to seeing a half a million people in Ghana, to talking to the .
president of Uganda first about the possibility of an American investment running into the hundreds
of millions of dollars, and then walking into a little village and talking to women who got loans of
$50 to start their own businesses.

Meeting with the survivors of the Rwandan genocide. Commg here, and all the magmﬁcent things

that have happened, at the Mafanzela (ph) School today, and at the Peterson Memonal in Soweto.

~ This has been an incredible trip. And in so many cases, it was inspired by the vision that Ron Brown .
‘had. Ron said that in this new era, and I quote, "*Business opportumtxes in South Africa, once
constricted by politics and struggle will expand." :

If we are fortunate, we will see the rooting of democracy-and free economy whose branches will
soon spread, so that other African nations would also benefit. We are here to dedicate a center in_
honor of Ron Brown, to commerce, but also to bear witness that his vision is coming true. As
secretary of commerce, Ron Brown relentlessly promoted the idea that American businesses could




help themselves whilé helping to Spui' growth and opportunity and freedom in the rest of the world.

He believed that assistance was still needed for developing nations, but that self-perpetuating
prosperity would never occur until we also had substantial amounts of trade and investment. Five
times, Ron Brown came to Africa, to do business, to create opportunities, for Americans and for
Africans. He came at the right time. South Africa emerging, and all around the continent, 2 new
Africa taking shape, increasingly open to free markets, democracy, human rights.

Today, enterprising governments and entrepreneurs are taking Africa's future into their own hands,
opening markets, privatizing mdustry, stabilizing currency, reducing infiation, and creatmg jobs.
Small businesses are sprouting in cities and in villages. Modern telecommunications systems are
spreading. There are now 15 African stock markets, and five more in the works. Average economic
- growth on this continent has been five percent, with some countries as high as 10.

Our trade with Africa is 20 percent greater than our trade with all the former Soviet Uniof.It
supports 100,000 American jobs. The average annual return on investment -- I hope they're listening
back in America --the average annual return on investment is 30 percent. (APPLAUSE)

- This is a good deal, folks! (APPLAUSE)

But there is more to do. Nearly 700 people live in sub-Saharan Africa, but only about one percent of
our trade and one percent of our direct foreign investment is in Africa. There is new thinking in
America and in Africa about how we can do better by building genuine partnerships. Partnerships
with business owners who respect workers and workers who respect their companies. With
governments that respect entrepreneurs and businesses. They accept laws necessary to protect
workers, consumers, and the environment. And businesses that increasingly will accept
responsibility for playing a role in solving the social problems of thexr natxons

And trade and investment across borders, built on common mterests and mutual respect. Mutual -
respect, and shared benefit. These are the foundations Ron Brown laid for our partnership! Ashe *
well understood, and 1 reaffirm today, a new partnershxp in trade and investment should not come at
the expense of development assistance when it is plainly still needed. Trade cannot replace aid, when
there is still so much poverty, flooding, encroaching deserts, drought, violence, threatened food
supplies, mafaria, AIDS, and other diseases, with literacy below 50 percent in many nations.”’
Because economies and businesses and individual workers cannot fulfill their potential whcin too
many people cannot read, or are ‘hungry, orill. I will work with our Congress to restore our
development assxstance to Africa to its historic high level, but we must build on it... (APPLAUSE)

Nine months ago, in Washington, I announced our new plan the partnershlp for economic growth
and opportunity with Africa, intended to leverage the work of other industrialized countrxels,
international institutions, and the nations and people of Africa itself. Qur Congress is now rnovmg
- forward with the legislation to forward that initiative. Already it has passed our House of
Representatives. Soon I hope our Senate will pass it as well.

Among the members of the congressional delegation with me today, there are four of the bill's
greatest proponents, Congressman Rangel, and Congressman Royce, Congressman McDermott,
Congressman Jefferson, although with Congressman Crane, who is not here, and the other members
of the congressional delegation that are here, let me thank them for thexr hard work and urge them
~to go get the Senate to follow suit. (APPLAUSE)

The plan we bring has five elements. First we offer all African nations greater access to our
markets. African countries aggressively pursuing economic ref‘orms will be able to export almost' 50
percent more products to America duty free. '




In the future, we're prepared to negotiate free trade agreements with strong performing,
growth-oriented economies, including, at appropriate times, with the countries in this region. Under_
our plan, all African nations will benefit. Those with the greatest commitment to reform to

unlocking the potential of their people will benefit the most. Whether they are the richest in Africa
or the poorest, our bonds will grow based not on wealth but on will. The will to pursue political and
economic change so that everyone may have a role in the progress of tomorrow.

Second, we will target our assistance so that African nations can reform their economies to take
advantage of the new opportunities. This means helping countries with creative approaches to
finance, supporting the progress of regional markets, encouraging African entrepreneurs to look for
new opportunities. In conjunction with the Ron Brown Foundation, we will help to establish an
endowment through the Ron Brown Center to help young Africans to pursue internships with
American companies to gain technical expertise and commerce trade and finance. We've named a
new hrgh level trade representative whose only job is to deepen trade with Africa, Rosa Whitaker.
Rosa, where are you? (APPLAUSE) :

- Stand up there. (APPLAUSE) Thank you. (APPLAUSE) And I've asked congress for another $30
million this year to fund support programs for this endeavor. Third, we are working to spur private
investment. Our overseas Private Investment Corporation has established three funds to help
ventures be financed in Africa.

The newest of these will provide up to $500 million for investments in roads, bridges, and ports.As
well as microenterprise and women-owned businesses, to facilitate economic opportunity. And to .
serve as a hub for American investors interested in Africa, there i is a new commercial center in
which we are gathered That's what we're here for

And let me say 1t again. The only name that this center could have is the Ron Brown Center.
(APPLAUSE) Fourth, with our wealthy partners in the G-7, we have secured a commitment from
the World Bank to increase lendmg to Africa by as much as $1.1 billion in the comxng year wrth the
focus on reforming countries. (APPLAUSE) L

We want to speed that relief through the Highly Indebted Poorest Countries Program, which is now
helping countries get out from under the crushing debt burdens that prevent growth. And I'l raise at
the next G-7 meeting in England, early in May, the concerns that I've heard on this trip from African
leaders about the debt issue. .

I've also asked our Congress for enough debt-relief funding this year to wipe out all bilateral
concessional debt for the fastest-reforming poor nations. (APPLAUSE) In total, our budget request
this year would permit up to $1.6 billion in bilateral debt relief for Africa. I challenge others in the
industrial world to offer more relief, so that we can free up resources for health, education, and
sustainable growth. And let me say again to the Americans back home this is not chanty, this is
enlightened self-interest. (APPLAUSE)

It is good for American business, the American economy, and American jObS to have a sensible
growth policy. Finally, because of the growing importance of our economic ties to Africa, I intend
* to invite leaders of reforming nations to a summit meeting in Washington, so that we can lay
specific plans to follow up on this trip and the announcements I have made on it. (APPLAUSE)

We will also invite the trade, finance, and foreign ministers to meet wrth their American -
counterparts every year to advance the cause of modernization and reform. Ron Brown understood
and the leaders of democratic Africa understand that nations cannot become economic powers
unless their people are empowered, unless citizens are free to speak their mind and create, unless
there is a quality and the rule of law, and what the experts calls *transparency.'
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~ The African leaders have put 2 premium on improving government accountability and attacking
corrupt:on and other barriers to doing’ busmess Those who have done that will be richly rewarded

in the global market place.

The United States shares these goals. And we intend to work with African leaders who want to
make progress on them. Taken together, the provisions of our plan: trade benefits, techrilical and
continued development assistance, support for private investment, increased financing and debt
relief, and high-level consultations to ' make sure there is foIlow-up and this trip is not a one-shot
event. (APPLAUSE)

These will provide an environment in which private entefprise Africans and Americans wiII thrive,
creating jobs and prosperity. This is a good thing for the American people and for American
business. It is a good thing for Africa. :

Let me also say that nothing we do can supplant the important essential efforts that Afrioan leaders,
not just political leaders, but business leaders take for themselves. We must do more to educate all
the children, to provide decent shelter, to provide decent health care.

We must do more to work together to solve the continuing problems in every society on this

continent. Nothing the American people can do will replace your efforts, but I have seen the energy,
the determination, and the courage of the people in every country I have visited. They are worthy of
our best efforts at partnership, and we intend to give it to them. (APPLAUSE) '

The progress we make together is the best way possxble to honor the legacy of Ron Brown. He died
in the service of his country, on one of these missions, to a war-torn country in the hope|of makmg
peace.

He believed that economic progress was a moral good if it was fairly shared and evezyone had a.
chance to live out their dreams, and fulfill their aspirations. He understood that the economy was

about more than a few people making money, it was about orgamzmg free people so that they could
put their talents to work to help a society lift itself up, to solve problems and seize opportumtxes ‘and )

- make life more meaningful and more enjoyable. He was a bold thinker, a brilliant strategist, a
devoted publlc servant, a good father and husband, and he was a terrific friend. I miss hirln terribly at
this moment, but I cannot 1mag1ne a more fitting tribute to a man who proved that the Commorce
Department could be an engme of growth and opponumty at home and abroad. .

Who accepted my challenge to take a moribund agency and put it at the center of our economlc
policy, of our foreign policy, and of America's future in the world. He did his job well. I hope that
~when we e here we can do our job just as well, so that this center will be a fitting, Iast'ng legacy.

Thank you, and God bless you.

1
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Johannesburg, South Africa

1037 AM. (L)

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Father, B1shop, Mrs. Matlata to all of my friends in the Amencan
delegation, our Ambassador, the South African Ambassador; to the AME bishops getting a little
instruction in Roman Catholicism today. Reverend Jackson, thank you for your prayer. Ladies and
gentlemen, thank you for making Hﬂlary and me and our entire group form America feel so very
welcome, :

And especially, I want to thank the children. Now, we're about to leave South Africa and we're -
going to the airport. And maybe we'll be like the birds, we can fly. (Laughter and applause.) It takes .
a little more to get me in the air. (Laughter.) But we're going to practice that.

I am profoundly honored to be in this great house of God, which is also a great shrine of freedom,
for it was here that you and people before you gathered to stand for the freedom of the people of -
South Africa when it was denied you. I came e to South Africa, first, to thank God you had your
freedom now. (Applause.) To thank God for the life and work of President Mandela, and so many
others, known and unknown, who walked the long road for so many years so that the people of this
great nanon rmght be free.

But also I came here resolved to work with the people of South A.fhca asa friend and a partner to
help you make the most of your freedom. It is one thmg to be free, and another thmg to do the nght
thing with your freedom. (App ause.) o

Yesterday evening we dedicated a commerce center here to'try to bring American investment here,.

to create jobs for the people of South Affrica and to have some trade between our two countries. ‘
The center was named after our former Secretary of Commerce, the late Ron Brown He wanted to
help South Africa make the most of its freedom.

And when I looked at the children singing today, and I saw the children throughout this beautiful . = !
church , I was reminded that I think the lasting image I will take away from all my stops in Africa
are the faces of the children. -- the hght in their eyes, the spring in their step, the intelligence of their
questions to me, the beauty of their voices. More than anything else, it is important that we help . |
them make the most of your freedom -- with better schools and better health care and more housing
and safer streets and a brighter future. -

You know, a couple of years ago, the United States had the honor of hosting the Olympics.-And on
the last day of the Olympics, the first black South African ever to win a Gold Medal won a Gold
Medal -- Josiah Tungwane. Now, it is so fitting that your first Gold Medal came n what event? The
marathon. Your fight for freedom was a marathon, not a sprint. People who train for the marathon




-

say when vou get almost to the end, about 80 percent of the way, the pain is so great many people-
quit, and you have to keep working to go through the end. It takes a long time to run a marathon.

The fight to make the most of you're freedom, to do the right thing with your freedom, to give your
children the right future with your freedom. That, too, will be a marathon But we want torun that

race with you. (Applause. )

And so, as I leave South Affica, I would leave you with one verse of scripture that has throughout
my working life been one of the very most important to me. When you are discourages, when you
are frustrated, when you are angry, when you wonder whether you can make the most of your
freedom for these children, remember what St. Paul said to the Galatians: "Let us not grow weary in
doing good. For in due season, we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” :

- God bless you. Keep your heart. (Applause.)
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY
Radio Democracy for Africa

President Clinton announced today his intention to establish this year a new radio broadcasting
service for Africa. Radio Democracy for Africa will be a division of the Voice of America and will

" broadcast an additional 22.5 hours per week of programs focused primarily on the promotion of
democracy and human rights throughout the continent.

The Need for a Free Press

Democracies and market economies flourish where there is a strong free media to provide accurate
news and information. State-run media are the norm in much of Africa; accompanying such media
are often biases and positions of the prevailing political party of in some cases, repressive regimes.
As yet, many media corporations in the United States and Europe do not yet see Africa as
commercially viable. Further, radio is the medium of choice in Africa.

Reporting on Democratic Transformations

Radio Democracy reporters will focus on repomng statements by pohtlcnans and political leaders of
various orientations. Because of the repressive media climate in some countries, forengn reporters
will now be able to cover such stories thhout fear of reprisal :

Conflict Resolution

Radio Democracy will focus on promotion of conflict resclunon by covering reconcxhanon efforts
and such events as the Arusha Tribunal

To comment on this service,
send feedback to the Web Development Team.
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220PM. (L)

MIKE MCCURRY: I'm going to give you a readout on the meeting. Obviously, this is a very warm,
cordial meeting that reflects the excellent bilateral relations that the United States enjoys with -
‘Botswana.

The president met privately with President Masire and then the two delegations joined together.
President Masire introduced at some length Vice President Mogae, who will take over the day after
tomorrow as president. As you know, that -- President Masire is vacating office just short of the
end of his old term, which would expire next year, and obviously the vice president will sutI:ceed him

and is expected to be a leading contender for the office of the presidency when they have elecnons
next year. _ v

President Masire said relations with the Umted States have been excellent since the country was
founded, when it gained independence in 1966. He said they have been very good, indeed, but never
better than now, with your wsxt :

The Botswana govemment is makmg a- real effort to increase mternatxonal tourism in the g{ame o
preserve area especially. So they're especially delighted that he's going to Chobe (ph) and spending
time over the next day and a half for letsuxely seemg the game preserve

And then 2 lot of ﬁmny remarks none of whxch I give you about the pres1dent s upcommg visit to
the game preserve, but they are very proud that he's going there, They think it'll be a-big bolost to
tourism. And so they complimented the president on the fact he is spending some down time here.
The president said he was honored to be here. He said that Botswana has perhaps been thefﬁrst
government serving its people in all of sub-Saharan Africa, the record of service to people and the
commitment to democracy is perhaps strongest here of all the countries that we have visited. The
president said, you've had great success here and [ hope more African countnes will follow your
lead. k »

The president particularly noted the progress they're making on the status of women. The
government has been doing a lot to correct some of the historical inequities that women faced in -
Botswana. Q: What aré some of those? MCCURRY: They have -- they are focusing on violence
against women, which is a serious problem in this society. They've got a lot of nongovernmental
organizations that have been working on a long-term plan to implement what the government of
Botswana calls its “"national policy on women." That was adopted in 1996, and it -- they're focusing
there on six areas. First, women in poverty. Second, women in power-sharing and decision:making
roles, which they've historically been excluded from in Botswana Three, education and vocational
training for women. Four, women's health issues.




Five, female children, and the role that you know -- there've historically been greater status attached
to male offspring, and so they're trying to equalize and raise the status of female children. Last,
violence against women, and abuse of women.

Q: Mike, is infanticide a problem (OFF-MIKE)?
MCCURRY: [ don't know whether it is or not. There's nothing here that indicates whether it is.
Q: Are they visiting here?

MCCURRY: No, they're -- they're down in the -- the two presidents were just collecting their first
ladies, and then they're coming over here to the reception. They're trying to stay pretty much on
schedule because we have to land before nightfall in Kasane tonight, or else we think we can't get in
tonight. They met privately for about 20 nunutes and then met for roughly a half hour in the
delegation format. ‘

Q: Did they talk about the trade bill or the ACRI?

MCCURRY: They taiked about -- let me just go over some of the other subjects they raised.
President Masire was interested, as other leaders have been, in the status of the Democratic
Republic of (AUDIO GAP) Botswana defense force.

And that then naturally led into the discussion of the ACRI. The president asked Assistant Secretary
Susan Rice to give an update on the Africa Crisis Response Initiative, and she ticked off some of the
countries that have started participating in joint training exercises. We will see one of those in ‘
Senegal later in the trip. :

But it was sort of a subtle reminder to the govemment of Botswana that it -- that we continue to
‘hope that they will become productively involved in the work of the ACRI. They have been...

Q: They're not participating in that?

MCCURRY: They are not currently participating, although there have been discussions that have
been under way about whether or not they might consider it. We were not attempting to get their -
acceptance on this trip, but we certainly hope that the further discussions that we have with them-
will lead thém to consider participating. The president talked at one point about -- no, Sandy Berger ..
raised the issue that they had to get -- that we all had to be issued new phones when we were here,
and we leamed that's because the emerging Botswana cellular phone system is digital-based so that
it's more advanced technologically than what our normal White House eqmpment works on. So the
president said that's not a comment on the United States of America, but it is a comment on the

. 'White House, that you have more sophxstxcated technolcgy here. :

The pre51dent then talked about how much he was lookmg forward to going to the game preserve;
-and told a story of a friend of his who had stayed at the same lodge that he will stay at, who woke
up one morning with a baboon sitting at the end of his bed; and said the baboon was kind of in and
out of the apartment the whole time that he was here, and ‘when he left, he feIt like he was leaving a
friend.

The president then also asked -- asked about Botswana's -- he said I've heard that there is one
elephant for every 18 people in Botswana, and he asked if that were true and if anyone knew. And
they -- one of the ministers on the Botswana side said that they thought that it was probably right.
‘He said, well, that's both good and bad for me. He says: It's mterestmg I've read a lot about the
elephant population and some of the work thatyou're doing concemning the elephant population.

. They've got a very large pbpulation,‘ and it causes some damage to ecosystems because of how




-,

much elephants eat and dnink in the course of a day. But the president also saxd that the|other
problem I had is of course that it is the symbol of the other party back home. (LAUGHTER)

So he said that there would probably be lots of pictures with me and e ephams in the next couple of
- days. (LAUGHTER) L :

That was pretty much it. I mean, it was a very -- they did not, unless they -- they did not talk ,
specifically about the trade initiative.

Botswana, according to the ambassador -- we were talking on the way here -- they would be less
likely affected by the president's Africa trade initiative than some other countries. Their principal
export item is diamonds, and they're not an economy that has been heavily based on assistance from
outside. They, of course, graduated from formal U.S. assistance some time ago. So they} re not an --

an aid recipient as have some of the other countries that we've visited.

Q: Mike, there was an article in one of the papers about the indigenous residents of the ‘Kala.hari
area who were hoping that --to -- the Clintons' visit would help them avoid a forced or encouraged
move out of that area to a settlement. Do you know -- has that issue come up? Or is it likely to?

MCCURRY: OK. I don't believe it came up in this meeting. I can check with the ambassador to see
if we have worked on that, but that's not an issue that's come up. That's the first I have heard of
that. Q: Mike, (OFF-MIKE) .

'MCCURRY: No, he's -- that was -- there was a lengthy response --is that the letter that|the Jones
side... -

QUESTION:' (OFF:-I»I[I(E) years ago.

MCCURRY: This was in the new filing by -- by Jones? There was a lengthy response given by Jim
Kennedy from the White House legal counsel's office on that, and we have not seen thcse filings

here and have only seen one article about it, which didn't even mention the name of the ‘person you .

have just mennoned So I’ ve -- we have nothing to add to the response that s already been given.
OK. - : : ‘ .

Q: This is a stupid questxon But does he have any comment on the fact that they played ° Beauuful o
Dreamer” as he was revxewmg the troops” (LAUGHTER)

MCCURRY No, I didn't hear him say anyt}ung about that.

Q: Well, (OFF- MIKE) talk about this -- the (OFF-MIKE) once agam that it was a comment onthe
White House...

MCCURRY: It wasn't a -- it wasn't a comment on advanced technology in the Umted States, but it
probably was a comment on the White House technology that they have more sophisticated cellular
technology here in Botswana. '

Q: Thank you.
MCCURRY:: Thanks.
2:30PM. (L)
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT RECEPTION IN HIS HONOR

Lawn of State House
Gaborone, Botswana

"3:10P.M. (L)

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Mr. Foreign Minister, President Masire, Lady Obebile,
Vice President Mogae, Mrs. Mogae, and all the other people who have previously been recognized
by a previous speaker. I am glad to be here and to receive such a warm welcome --and a standing
‘ovation from all of you.

For Hillary and for me, this has been an extraordinary trip for our entire American delegation. It has
‘taken us from Africa’s Western rim to its Southern shore; from its smallest villages to its most
modern citieS' from its youngest democracy, South Africa, to its oldest, Botswana.

We have seen the promise of a new Aftica whose roots are deep here in your soil, for you have been

an inspiration to all who cherish freedom. At your mdependence three decades ago, Botswana was . -

among the poorest countries on Earth, with only two miles of paved roads and one pubhc secondary
school. Today you have a vibrant economy, a network of major highways, almost full enrollment in
primary schools, and the longest average lifespan in sub-Saharan Afnca Congratuiat:ons to all of
you.

Africa needs more Botswanas, and Ame‘rica is determined to support all those who would follow
. your lead. Today I'm pleased to announce our intent to establish Radio Democracy for Africa, a

- Voice of America service aimed directly at encouraging progress toward freedcm and democracy,
respect for human rights, and an independent and objective media.

Ithe Congressman Royce in particular for his leadership in promoting this program as well as the
other members of our congressional delegation.

Botswana's success was built by its people and by the dedicated leaders they chose. President
Masire, I am deeply honored to be among those here as you leave your distinguished tenure. As
Vice President and Finance Minister, you sparked the engine of an economic miracle by establishing
the first joint ventures for mining diamonds. You created Botswana's sound fiscal and monetary

regimes. You negotiated Botswana's access to European markets. You earned the trust of your
fellow citizens.

As President, you've ensured that human rights and the rule of law could make their home in’
‘Botswana. Your stand against apartheid and your support of the ANC gave hope to all whoyearned
for dignity and equality in South Africa. You have been a leader in conserving wildlife. You've sent
your troops on missions of peace in Somalia, Rwanda, and Mozambique. And as a founding




member and host to the SADC Secretanat you have heiped bring countnes in this region
“together and create new opportunities for your people.

n closer

Now, as you step down from public office after 18 years of leadership, you're ensuring the peaceful

transfer of power that has come to characterize this land.

Mr. President, on behalf of all Americans, I salute you and your achievements. I would s
earned the right to go back to your cattle ranch.

ay you have

The United States has been very proud to support Botswana's progress. Botswana's suc»esé led to
the bittersweet closing of our AID and Peace Corps programs. But though these development
programs have finished, their legacy endures. Lady Obebile, I know you taught many Peace Corps

Volunteers their first words in Setswana. You helped to ensure that countless young Am
came home with a lifelong love for your country and this continent.

Now we're building on that spirit of cooperation to renew our partnership for the future,
common values, common vision, and mutual respect. Together we can help all men and
Affica secure the freedom that is their birthright. We can deepen our investment in trade

ericans

based on

women in

and bring

the prosperity to all citizens. We can work together to deter conflicts before they explode into

crises. And together, we can protect this fragile Earth for future generations.

Visitors toVBotswana will never forget the beauty of your environment. Tomorrow, Hillary and I
will have the great pleasure of visiting Chobe ourselves. You have been blessed with abundant
resources, but none of those is more precxous than your people Because of them, the future looks

bright for Botswana and for the region as well.

So, Mr. Pres1dent on behalf of all Amencans thank you again for the extraordinary example you
and the people of Botswana have set. I wish you all the best. Amenca is proud to be Botswana's

partner and friend. Thank you very much.
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~

5:45 P.M. (L)

MR. BERGER: The President had a brief farewell meeting with President Masire at the airport.
Mrs. Clinton and Mrs. Masire were also present. President Clinton thanked him enormously for
obviously the hospitality and warmth of the last three days. He congratulated President Masire -- as
you know, today is the day on which he leaves office, after 18 years of government, turns over -
power. And the President said that what he had accomplished -- what President Masire had
accomplished in building and sustaining a democratic government with high rates of growth, with
well-being of people quite widely shared, the actions he's taken to preserve the environment, are an
enormous legacy that he is leaving behind for his people.

And the President specifically talked about today, as he drove around Gaborone today and saw
people going about their daily lives in a normal fashion, this truly is the peaceful transition of power.
One could not have known from driving down the streets or walking around the streets that
anything unusual was happening today, and that speaks very loudly about what's been established
here. : ‘ ; B g '

Q What did President Masire say in response to President Clinton's assessment of his building of

democracy? S

Mr. Berger; He was very grateful, that he had a great deal of confidence in the vice president, who
will become president sometime -- excuse me, it's tomorrow, not today; I should correct myself. He
thanked the President very much. He said it was very important that the President had come, that it
had been a high point for him. I'm not sure he said "the high point,” but he said "a high point." And
that it was a wonderful present as he left office. A

Q Why is he leaving office?

Mr. Berger: His term is up next year, and I think that he felt, as I understand it, that it would be
better to have the vice president established as president, whom he will appoint tomorrow, and have |
a period to establish himself with the Botswanan people.

Q Does Gore know about this practice?
Mr. Berger: No comment.

- The last thing, the President obviously talked about how wonderful Chobe was, and they really do
want tourism to be -- they have an economy now that is quite heavily dependent on diamonds. They
have quite a long time in which they can mine these diamonds -- the length of time -- up to 50 years'
worth. But they obviously want to diversify their economy.



-

And one of the ways they want to diversify their economy is tourism. It's very, very high'on.the list.
And the President said that he hoped in some way he had helped that, by having all of you here and.
having the world see what a beautiful country this was. . .

MR. MCCURRY: Senegal. What are we going todoin Senegal?

MR. BERGER: In Senegal, we are going to meet ‘with President Diouf. The three high ;:omts of this
-- obviously in addition to meeting with President Diouf -- will be going to see the trammg of the
African Crisis Response Initiative, the ACRI. This is an extraordinarily important thing that's
happening here, which we originally launched in 1996. And quite a number of African céumnes

have indicated their interest in it

And even, actually, President Mandela, in the context of saying there must be an African
commander, which was always envisioned, for us to partxcxpate that was actually a step ’forward
because they had previously said they would participate in the context of the southern African group
participating together. So I think that's number one.

Q Can I ask a question along those lines? Would President Mandela allow his troops to be under
American authority during training? Did you clarify that? [sn't that part of the problem?

MR. BERGER: Well, they aren't under our authority during :rainingi If we're doing training

exercises here in Senegal, those folks aren't under our authority. We have military training with
other militaries around the world. It's sort of technical assistance. It doesn't change the chain of
command or authority. So that's one thing [ think-will be interesting.

Second of all, we're gomg to do the fourth of these round tables, which I think have been
wonderful. We did the Rwanda one and we did the South Africa one and we did one today'

Tomorrow we'll meet with a group of NGO leaders from around the continent, people who are -
engaged in deveIOpment issues from various perspectwes around the continent. : ‘

And then of course we will go on Thursday to Goree Island, and the President will talk about the -

Q I was reading an article today about people expressing concern that the Socialist Party in Senegal
is far too dominant and some of the minor parties are 'getting squeezed out, and there were = -
'questxons about the honesty of the elections in '96 and in '88.

MR. BERGER: I think by and large the mtemanonal community has deemed the electxons to have |
been fair. There may have been some problems. I think we're going to be meeting with some other
leaders as well as President Diouf along the way. *

Q Is the United States satisfied with the extent of multiparty democrﬁcy in Senegal?
MR. BERGER: My understanding is it quite brisk and vigorous.

Q Have you heard from the government of France about this trip to Afnca in general and the trip to -
Senegal in particular? »

MR. BERGER: The President wrote to President Chxrac before he le & and he may call President
Chirac before we get to Senegal.

Q He may?
MR. BERGER: Yes. .

Q Has he gotten any impressions on how it's being received in France?




¢

-,

MR. BERGER.: No, I haven' received anything on that. The press secretary doesn't share that with
me, his clips. But I think he will, if the call goes through, the President --

MR. MCCURRY: -- expressed appreciation for the American presxdents interest in African aﬂ'axrs
if [ understand correctly

Q Has the President talked to any other African leaders during the trip?
MR. MCCURRY: Charles Taylor. | A

Q Any others since then?

MR. MCCURRY: The summit, the summit in Rwanda.

Q Sandy, hew many nations are involved in the ACRI, and what is that about?

MR. BERGER: As I began to talk about it, I knew I didn't know the answer to that question.

. MR. MCCURRY: We're going to have a fact sheet on tlle ACRI and also I think a fact sheet on the

NGO.

MR. BERGER: I think this is either the second or third country that's gone through training. There
are countries are in various stages. Some of them have said they want to participate. What they do
is they designate their own units, who will then train in a way that could make them interoperable.

MR. MCCURRY: Remind your colleagues that Joe Wilson and Susan Rice did a whole review of
the status of ACRI when we were in Kampela.

MR. BERGER.,What is the purpose of it? The purpose of it is to give Africans an indigenous
peacekeeping capacity. Africans have been -- a lot of African countries have been huge participants
in peacekeeping. The Botswanan army is one of the best armies in the developing world, and other

- countries. But they don't have something that can connect with each other. And this will take . -

awhile, a few years, but hopefully they will than have the capability to go in 2 Rwanda situation, a
Liberia situation --

Q This would help avoid the sort of genocide that happened in Rwanda is that nght”

MR. BERGER It would be another resource that would be available. |

Q What exactly will the President be viewing tomorrow? V ) _
MR. BERGER: I—le’ll be viewing a training ex'ercise.l don't know exactly -- whether its just -- -
MR. MCCURRY: 'I'hey’;fe got some kind of exercise they're going'ta do.

MR. BERGER: It's actually -- I think it's an ongoing training exefcise.
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4:07PM. (L)

MR. SANDALOW: My name is David Sandalow. I'm jointly with the White House Councxl on
Environmental Quality and the National Security Council. My titles are a mouthful, but I'll nge ,
them to you if you warit. At the Council on Environmental Quality, I'm the Associate Director for
the Global Environment; thh the National Secunty Council, I'm the D1rector for Environmental
Affairs.’ ~

I was asked first to describe the roundtable that the President participated in today with five leading
environmental experts from around the continent. It was a vigorous discussion. Participants were
eloquent. The Presxdem and the First Lady were very, very engaged by the conversation.

I think the themés that emerged were, first of al, the linkage between poverty and environmental. . .
Several participants spoke quite eloquently to that, one saying envxronmental degradatlon leads to
poverty, leads to environmental degradanon and the cycle cormnues ‘ e '

A second theme that emerged was the 1mportance of engagmg local commumtxes m managmg
natural resources and protecting the environment. A third theme that emerged was the need for .
broad publxc educatxon including education of children in order to address enwronmental is sues

The trade bill was mermoned with participants encouraging the President and the United States ..:....
with respect to the trade bill. There were a striking number of references to U.S. AID programs and .
their impact in Africa and their effectiveness from several different pamcxpants '

‘Topics that were discussed included desertification, wetlands wxldhfe and other toplcs 'I'he
President at a couple of points related the discussion to his experiences as a governor, ‘and more
recently these issues and similar issues in the United States.

'In addition to the roundtable, President Clinton is today announcing several new efforts designed to
underscore the importance of environmental protection to our overall Africa policy. Today we are
announcing efforts in connection with the spread of deserts, in connection with empowering -
communities to manage natural resources, and on the topic of climate change. Let me speak for a
moment about desertification, which is a long word that I suspect few people here are familiar with .
and few are experts in. Desertification, the spread of deserts and the degrading of drylands, is a
large problem in African and a main priority of the Africans in discussions about the environment.
Desertification, or the degrading of the drylands, results from over-grazing, from agricultural
practices such as mono-cropping, from over-utilization of limited water supplies, and from drought.

The international community has been engaged in efforts to combat desertification on this|continent
and other continents for quite a while, and there is now an international treaty called the |
Desertification Convention, agreed to several years ago. The treaty was a top priority of the




Africans and the President sent it to the Senate for ratification in 1996. The Senate has yet to act
upon it, and today the President announced that Senator Jim Jeffords of Vermont and Senator
- Russell Feingold of Wisconsin will lead a bipartisan effort to obtain approval of the convention.

I should say that the convention is a good government treaty. It has innovative provisions to
encourage local governments and communities to get involved in efforts to fight the spread of
deserts --in this way, it is very resonant with the discussion that the President had at the roundtable
today --and it also has mechanisms to improve the coordination of foreign assistance. It imposes no
obligations on the United States.

A second area in which we're announcing new efforts is in promoting community-based natural
resource management; again, significant resonance with the discussion today. The United States
already is spending roughly $80 million a year for environmental assistance in Africa. And many of
--the philosophy of commumty -based natural resource management really infuses all of these
expenditures.

Just to highlight the importance of these efforts and the importance of involving communities in
these efforts, the President today announced a new program called Green Communities for Africa,
which is modeled after a similar program in the United States. The program will provide additional
tools for local communities in Africa to take env:ronmemal consxderanons into account when
making decisions. :

Finally, the topic of climate change, an environmental topic that has received considerable attention
in the last several months. Here in Africa, erratic weather patterns have been seen, both in Southern
Africa and in Eastern Affica. In Eastern Africa there has been very heavy rainfall in the last several
months. President Clinton today announced that NASA will initiate the first ever scientific
assessment of the environment in Southern Africa. Working with local partners, NASA is gomg to
use satellite and grcund based technologies to provide an assessment for measuring changes in the
environment, improving drought prediction, and helping assess the impact of climate change. It's a
$200,000 effort which we hope will leverage the. centnbutxon of other parmers

Happy to take questlons

Q What's the problem with this treaty? Why hasn't it moved? Mr. Sandalow: There has not been
opposition expressed to the treaty that we're aware of. We hope that the spotlight that's been shown
on it here and the attention will help move it forward in the Senate. '

- Q Where was it stuck in the Senate? The cofnrfxitiee?

Mr. Sandalow: Sitting in the Foreigq Relations Committee.

Q Well, has Helms taken a position? '

Mr. Sandalow: Not that we’rel aware of.

Q Has the President ever spoken about it before?

Mr. Sandalow: The President sent it up to the Senate in 1996 and ad&ressed it at tha& time.

Q Why hasn't he made a big push before now? Why has it taken more than a year to get around to
it?

Mr. S andalow: I think the President ‘underscored the importance of it today and in Africa --the
Africa trip has really brought home to him and to lots of Americans the importance of these issues. -

Q How can you be optimistic that this will move, especially since many conservatives are very upset




about this trip --this Africa trip?

~ Mr. Sandalow: I'm optimistic about IhlS treaty because it is a good government treaty. [t
make government work better. In that way, I think it is very consistent with bipartisan th
are heard across the polmcal spectrum in the United States. I'm also hopefu! that the bip
coalition that's already started can help move the treaty forward.

Q Can [ return to the committee for a second? Are you saying the administration doesn't

Helms has any position on this treaty at all?
Mr. Sandalow: I'm not aware of a position the Senator has taken on this.

Q Is-this what Clinton was talking about when he said local governments would share pc
communities sharing power with national governments and managing resources?

Mr. Sandalow: Yes. Oh, and more as well. And more. But that's part of it.

Q What's the difference between the provisions in the treaty and the Green Community f
program?

tries to
emes that
artisan ©

know if

ywer --local

or Africa

Mr. Sandalow: The provisions in the treaty relate specifically to the problem of spreading deserts
and degrading of drylands. The Green Community for Africa program could address a s%ries of
other environmental issues such as urban environmental issues, dlrty water, as well as issues out in

farms where theres not a lack of water.

Q --the fact that some of the deforestation activities in Affica are largely based on existe

ntial needs?

Mr. Sandalow: This, in many ways, is central to our policy approach in addressing this p

roblem.

Deforestation in Africa is often based upon poverty in local communities. And in order to address:
the problem of deforestation, it's important to tackle both the problem of poverty and the problem
of environmental degradation together. Our programs for sustainable management of na!tural
resources are designed to do exactly that --designed to find ways to help local communities protect

--to make money from protecting the environment.
QQ -first bilateral donor or is the European Community the first donor of --

Mr. Sandalow: The United States is the largest bilateral donor for environment in Africa.
look for figures for other countries.

Q But by your information, the European Community gives niore, right?
Mr. Sandalow: I'd have to track down those figures.
Q Can you repeat the year of the treaty and was it signed?

Mr. Sandalow: It was sxgned by the United States in 1996 and sent by President Clinton
Senate then.

QlIs thexr a deadline?

Mr. Sandalow: No, there is no deadlme The treaty has entered into force --more thana
countries have ratified it.

Q Since it really is a symbolic thing you want the United States to be on record as beingji

this --

Mr. Sandalow: We are a significant, bilateral donor in this sector as well. We contribute

I'd have to

to the

120
in favor of

more than




S$30 million a year to efforts to protect deserts and this would help us coordinate those efforts with
other countries. N

Q Has any of that money to appear in Botswana? |

Mr. Sandalow: I'd have to check.
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IN PHOTO OPPORTUNITY
WITH PRESIDENT ABDOU DIOUF OF SENEGAL

Presidential Palace
Dakar, Senegal

Q Mr. President, are you -- how important do you feel an Aftican force is -- (inaudible) --

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think it's potentially very important because an African Crisis response
Force can enable the Africans to stop problems before they get out of hand. And of course, the ~
President and I are going to review one of the training exercises here in Senegal. We've had one in

Uganda. We will have one in Ghana. President Mandela said that he would be interested in

participating. So I'm encouraged by that. I think there's an enormous sense among African
that if they have infrastructure and the training to do it, they couls solve a lot of their own
I'm very excited about it.

leaders
problems.

Q Will you be talkmg 10 -- about reports of - (maudxbie) -- party pclmcs here? There is cntlcxsm -

that perhaps the rul mg party is -- has too much power and is too controllmg”

THE PRESIDENT Well we‘ll discuss the whole range of thxngs But the main thmg I wa 1t to do SO

today is to thank the President for the support that he's given to peacekeepmg around the world and
to -- Senegal's long experience thh elected Presidencies and to work on this Afncan Cn51s .

Response Imflatwe
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FACT SHEET ’
AFRICAN CRISIS RESPONSE INITIATIVE (ACRI)

Former Secretary of State Warren Christopher launched the African Crisis Response Initiative
(ACRI) in October 1996. The purpose of the Initiative is to work with international partners and
African nations to enhance African peacekeeping and humanitarian relief capacity. Through the
ACRI program, the United States offers training and equipment to African nations who seek to
enhance their peacekeeping capabxlmes and are committed to democratic progress, principles, and
civilian rule.

The United States completed initial training with battalions from Senegal, Uganda, and Malawiin
1997, and began training Mali in February 1998. ACRI training will begin in April 1998 in Ghana in
cooperatxcn with the Belgian and Ghanian trainers. The United States will begin training later this
year in Ethiopia, which has chosen to commit two battalions and a brigade staff to this effort. The
normal training period is 70 days and approximately 70 U.S. trainers generally provide instruction.

Non-governmental and private organizations are invited to participate in the training, affording
trainers and trainees alike valuable opportunities for increased interaction and understanding of the -
role of civilian agencies in peacekeeping and complex humanitarian operations. After the xmtxal

* training, U.S. military training teams return every six months for short duration to assistin =~

developing self-sustaining training capability.

The U.S. ACRI program also complements African capacity training efforts of several other
countries such as Britain, France and the Nordic countries. The U.S. also consults closely on ACRI .
activity with the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations, the Organization of African Unity -
(OAU) and its Crisis Management Center, and African sub-regional organizations already pursuing
capacity enhancement. *

ACRI is a five year program with $15 million allocated for the first year, SZO million for the second
year, and another $20 million requested for the third year.

During his visit to Senegal President Clinton will review Senegalese troops who have participated in .
ACRI training and peacekeeping activities. »
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FACT SHEET

Safe Skies for Africa Initiatives

' The President announced today a "Safe Skies for Africa” initiative. The goals of this $1.2 million
program - funded by the Departments of State and Transportation -- are to:

(1) increase the number of sub- Saharan Afrlcan countries that meet ICAO standards
for aviation safety,

Q)1 1mprove security at 8-12 a1rpons in the regnon mthm 3 years;

(3) improve regional air navigation services in Africa by using modern satellite- based
navigation 2ids and modern communications technology.

The initiative will focus on conducting safety assessments and security surveys in select countries,
and formulate action plans together with Africa civil aviation authorities to bring aviation safety and
security practices in Africa up to accepted world standards. In the first year, the Department of
Transportation will hold four regional conferences with African civil aviation representatives t to. Y
discuss with them their airports needs and how best the U.S. can assist. These conferences will build

* on those held last October in Cote d'Ivoire, Ethiopia and Zimbabwe and will then be foIIowed by
security surveys and safety assessments.

Transportation Secretary Slater will visit Afrxca in thc near future to begm swift 1mplementatmn of
this initiative. '

Safe air travel and secure airports are necessary for increasing trade, attracting investment,
expanding fourism, and developing a more modem socxety Nearly half of all world commerce i
_conducted by air.

~
w

"Safe Skies for Africa” is a cornerstone for a larger Affica transportation initiative that the U.S.
Department of Transportation (DOT) recently launched in support of the Administration’s Africa
Initiative announced by President Clinton in June 1997. DOT's transportation initiative highlights
how essential transportation is to any economy -- large or small, developed or developirig.
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9:50 P.M. (L)

MR. MCCURRY: Mr. Berger wanted to come back and tell you some more about our Africa trip
and what a successful time the President has had here and how much he's enjoyed it here. And as we
have done a lot on this trip, if you have questions about this matter, you should call Mr. Kennedy at
the White House Legal Counsel's Office.

Q: Are you telling me you're not going to tell us the President's reaction to the news from the court?

MR. MCCURRY: I can tell you the President got a message to call Mr. Bennett, his lawyer, which
he did. He called him a little bit after 9:00 p.m. The President got the news from Mr. Bennett. He
asked if it was, in fact, an April Fools joke that Mr. Bennett was playing on him, and, assured that it
was not, the President thanked Mr. Bennett for his fine work, saxd he apprecxated everythmg the
attorneys had done in th:s case.

And, obviously, the President was pleased that the judge agreed with the very detailed arguments
that the President's attorneys had put forth in this case, and [ thmk he believes that the court's ruimg
speaks more eloquently than he could on the matter.

Q: But he must be relieved by this, dontyou think? Isn't he relieved?
MR. MCCURRY: The President was pleased to hear the news.
Q: How is Mrs. Clinton?

Q: Does the President regret at all that so many other people were brought into this investigation,
that other names were made public?

MR. MCCURRY: There will be a lot said by many people on this. I've just told you-what the
President has to say. ,

Q: Mike, how is Mrs. Clinton handling this right now? .

MR. MCCURRY: The President shared the news with the First Lady after he got it from Mr. A
Bennett, and I think both of them were pleased to get the news. And at the moment thcy re domg
some shopping.

Q: What do you think this does to Ken Starr's investigation?




MR. MCCURRY I'm not going to speculate on that. I have no basis of information to speculate on_
that.

-Q: Is the President bitter about what happened?

Q: --political calculus in terms of the President being able to get things done, his agenda, which has
been-- '

MR. MCCURRY: I'm not going to speculate on politics or anything else. We've done a lot of very
hard work on Africa and the importance of building a new partnership with Africa on this t!rip. The
President has been focused on that, and focused on that to the exclusion of other issues. And I think
he's going to remain interested in building the kind of partnership with the countries that we've been
here, continuing to build a relationship that's going to matter a lot more to the American people in
the long run as we think ahead to the 21st century-- what kind of country we want to live in and
what kind of country we want to share our own work with. And that's the purpose of this tlrip.

Q: Is he bitter about being dragged into this for three years now?

MR. MCCURRY: I think the President is pleased to receive the vindication he's been waxtmg a long
time for this. :

Q: Mike, how surprised was the President by this decision?

MR. MCCURRY: I don't know if I would characterize him as being "surprised.” | mean, there's
been speculation that the judge would have some ruling on that motion. I don't think it was entirely
expected, but it was welcome nonetheless.

Q: Mike, did the First Family call Chelsea in California?

MR. MCCURRY: Not at this point, and I don't know whether they plan to or not. [ think they plan, "
to get dinner.

Q: What was the President doing when-he'got the news? MR. MCCURRY: He was on the
- telephone with Mr. Bennett. (Laughter) .

Q: Well, Mike, before that?

MR. MCCURRY: Right before that he was walking down the hallway to get on the phone with Mr.
Bennett. (Laughter)

| Q: How much has legal biIAIs in this case--

MR MCCURRY: We've rep]orted what we have on that at previous occasion.
Anything else? Let's go to dinner. o

Q Mike, will the Pres1dent address this himself at any point?

MR. MCCURRY: I don't antxcxpate him domg that. He's got a lot of work to do tomorrow to wrap ~
up this trip, and he will stay focused on the work cf this trip. ‘

Q: --to tell us how you think a decision of this magnitude, which has been affecting all of your
work-- how's it going to affect --I mean, this whole scandal has been affectmg all of your work--
how it's going to affect--

MR. MCCURRY: A decision of this magnitude, which has been long awaited for and is--the ‘




President xs glad to get. I mean, [ don't kndw how it's going to affect the work we do. The President
would have done the work that he is going to do regardless of what this decision was.

Q: Does that President expect it to be appealed? Does Bob Bennett expect it to be appeéled?

MR. MCCURRY: We had no way of knowing that. We've heard some of what the attameys on the
other side have said, but we have no way of predlctmg

Q: Back on this. Does the President feel vmdxca;ed? I mean, he has always denied this.
MR. MCCURRY: I think that's about three times already ['ve said he's felt vindicated,
Q: Yes, [ know, bﬁt I mean you really haven't addressed it.

MR. MCCURRY: Pleased to receive the:vindication that he has long waited for.

Q: Does this éhange his mind about a news conference, Mike?

MR. MCCURRY:: No. Not unless, you all have a lot of questxons on Africa and the partnership
we're building with Africa as we think ahead in this very important relationship the President has.
worked hard on in the last couple of days. Q: Does the President believe this may have damaged
him, notwithstanding the vindication from the judge, simply by having this for three years in the
public print? ‘

‘MR. MCCURRY: This has been a fact of life and no doubt other matters will remain a fact of life
for him. And he has done a very good job of staying very focused on the work that he believes that
the American people expect him to do. That's what he's doing on this trip. That's what he's doing
when he will get. home. And I think the President has shown extraordinary discipline in not letting
these other issues distract him from the work that he was elected twice by the American people to
do. :

Q: Mike, the judge's ruling says that if the éllegations are true théy do not amount to sexual -
harassment. Could you state again for the record whether the President says that Ms. Jones‘7
allegations have merit or not? ‘

MR. MCCURRY: That question relates directly to the arguments that Mr. Bennett filed in

numerous briefs before the court, and you can find the answer in the very eloquent pleadings that he
filed.

Yes, sir.
Q: Mike, what are the high points of this trip to Affica?

MR. MCCURRY: 1 think the major high points of this trip for Africa have been the sense of 2 new
spirit of partnership in which the American people will engage with the people of Africa as we build
a common destiny. And I think most Americans will not lose sight of the fact that, irrespective of
what the news is back home, this President has worked hard to advance the economic interests of
the American people and doing so in a way that will help the people of Africa realize their potential.
It's an extraordinary place. The President has been very struck by the eﬁergy and enthusiasm of the
people and leaders of Africa, and I think he wants to build on that now as we buxld anew . -
partnership with Africa.

Q: Has the president, \Axke said anything about tactics that the Paula Jones Iawyers used in the last
few weeks? |

MR. MCCURRY: The President has said what I've reported to you, and that's about the last




question I'm going to take.

Q: Mike, for the record, does the President deny Ms. Jones? allegations?

MR. MCCURRY:: That's been asked and answered so numerous times and addressed so eloquently

and pleaded before the court, you don't need | me to say that here.

Anything else, and we're done for the evening.

Q: Mike, you talked about what the President did, but can you tell us, did he have a meeting with
his aides? Did Bruce come in, Sosnick, you? What happened immediately after he got this news?

MR. MCCURRY: He got on the phone to Bennett. He relayed the news to others here. I think it's

fair to say that some people were surprised by that news, and the President shared it with the
Lady and he's going on with his program for the balance of the evening.-

Q: Do you expect some celebration, Mike?

First

MR. MCCURRY: I expect the President to do some good shopping of the very fine craﬁs that they
have displayed for him up there, and then have some dinner and then go to bed so that he can get

and do the work that he intends to do here in Africa tomorrow

Q: Were the Pre51dent s aides surprised? Were you surprised?

MR. MCCURRY:: I'm not going to characterize the reaction. I've given you the President's reaction.

I think that's the s1gmf’ cant thing, and I don't think there's anything to add beyond that

Let's finish this up

Q: Is the President asserting executxve pnvxlege on beha]f of some of hxs a1des in their conversations .

: ;\mth Mrs. Clmton'?

MR. MCCURRY: Asked and answered.

Q: When was it answered? .

MR. MCCURRY:: Asked and answered. It's been addressed back home numerous times.
Q: Well, what about you? You're his spokesperson?

MR. MCCURRY: You've asked me and I've already answered‘thﬁt question.
-Q: By saying nothing. - -

MR. MCCURRY: Anything elsé?

Q: Mike, what exactly did the President say as he relayed his news to you and the other peop
his staff? .

MR. MCCURRY: He said, as I indicated, that he thought at' first it was an April Fools joke.
Q: Can you kind of characterize his demeanor when he spoke to you?

MR. MCCURRY He just wanted to know more about it and wanted to talk to Mr Bennett
and then wanted to share the news with the First Lady.

Okay, that's all I want to do on this subject, and we'll get back to 'Africa tomorrow. [ know y
want to get back to your stories you're doing for tomorrow on our trip here in Africa--which

le on

about it -

ou all
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here in Africa, not back in Washington. And there's not--I don't believe there’s anything further that
Mr. Kennedy--if there's anything further to say about any legal aspect of this, Jim Kennedy from the

White House Legal Counsel's Office will be the place to go. I don't intend to do anythmg more on it
here.

Q: Mike, is the President staying in tonight?
MR. MCCURRY: Yes, he will stay here, it is my understanding.
Q: Is there some sort of f'rustratlon for the President about the coverage of this African trip?

MR. MCCURRY No, absolutely not. It has been spectacular. It's been great. He has several times
told me that he's been somewhat surprised at how much you all have been able to report on this and
get good placement and good air time for the story. And he feels that's important because one of his
goals in this trip was to introduce America to the potential and possibility that is Africa today and
will be Africa in the 21st century. And the coverage has been great, and he's loved the pictures of
him and the elephants. And he thanks all of you. And think you all deserve a night out on the town.
And why dont we all go do dinner, which is what we should be doing anyhow.

All right, anybody got anything else before we end this? Thank you and good evening.

To comment on this service,
send feedback to the Web Development Team.
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THE PRESIDENT ‘I'hank you Mr. President, for that magmﬁcem address.
Thank you so much. (Applause.)

Now, all my friends will have 10 tell me if t.he translanon is workmg Ya
it's workmg‘? (Applause) Hurray! -

“Mr. President, Madame Diouf, the ministers and offxcmls of the S meéﬂmc
govemment, Govermor, Mayor; to the students who are here who have sung to us and with -
whom we have met from the Martin Luther King School, the John F Kennedy School -~
(applatise) -- the Miriama Ba School here on Gores Island - (applause) —'and the Ma]rga.ret
‘Amidon Elementary School in Washington, D.C. ~ (applause) - the residents of Goree Island,
the citizens of Senegal -- (applause) — my fellow Americans and our delegation, ladies and
gentlemen. I'd also like to say a special word of thanks to the curator, Bubaka Ndw.yel who
" toured me through the slave house today. Thank you, sir. (Applause.) .

Here, on this tiny island in the Atlantic Ocean, A.fnca and America meet.
From here, Africa expands to the east; its potential for freedom and progress as great as-its -
- landmass. And to the west, over the horizon, lies America - (epplause) --a thriving democracy ‘
built, as Prestdcm Diouf said, through centuries of sacrifice. :

Long after the slave ships stopped sailing from this place to ‘America, Goree
Island, still today, looks out onto the New World, connecting two continents, standing|as a vmd_
reminder that for some of America's ancestors the journey to America was anything but a search

for freedom; and yet still, a symbol of the bnght new era of parmershxp between our péopics

In 1776, when our nation was founded on the promise of freedom as God's
right to aU human bemgs, a new building was dedicated here on Goree Isla.ud to the selling of




human beings in bondage to America. Goree Island is, therefore, as much a part of our history
as a part of Africa's history. From Goree and other places, Africa’s sons and daughters were
taken through the door of no return, never to see their friends and family again. (Applause.)
Those who survived the murderous middle passage emerged from a dark hold to find
themselves, yes, American. But it would be a long, long ume before their descendants enjoyed
the full meaning of that word.

We cannot push time backward through the door of no return. We have hw:d
our history. America's struggle to overcome slavery and its legacy forms one of the most '
difficult chapters of that history. Ye, it is also one of the most heroic; a triumphant of courage,
persistence, and dignity. The long journey of African Americans proves that the spirit can never
be enslaved. (Applause.) .

And that long journey is today embodied by the children of Africa who now
lead America, in all phases of our common life. Many of them have come here with me on this
visir, representing over 20 million A mericans that are Africa's great gift to America. And Id
like them to stand now. Please stand. (Applause.)

A few hours from now, we will leave Africa and go on home, ‘back to the
'work of building our own country for a new century. But I return more convinced than when [
came here that despite the daunting challenges, there is an African renaissance. (Applause.)

1 will never forget as long as I live the many faces that Hillary and I have
seen in these last 12 days. In them, I have seen besuty and intelligence -- (applause) — cncrgy
and spirit, and the determination to prevail. T have seen the faces of Africa's future. The
frieadly faces of the huadreds of thousands of people who poured into Independeace Square in
Accrato show that Africans feel warmlytoward - =~ America. The faces of the children
at the primary school in Uganda, whose parents were held back by a brutal dxctatomhlp, but .
where today opportumty of education is offered to all of that nation's boys and girls.

The faces of the women in Wanyange Village in Uganda, once ordained oa
life of continuing struggle, now empowered, along with 10,000 other Ugandans and women and
- men in Senegal and virtually every other country in Africa by microcredit loans to start their
own businesses, small loans which people repay and which repay them by giving them the
opportunity to ﬁve a better life. .

I will always remember the faces of the survivors of the Rwandan genocu!e
who have the courage now not just to survive, but to build a better society.

I will pever forget the face of Nelson Mandela in his cell on Robin Island --
(applause) -- a face that betrays a spirit not broken, but strengthened; not embittered, but
energized; a man used his suffering to break the shackles of apanhexd and now to reach toward
. reconciliation. (Applause.)




I remember the faces of the young leaders I have met — young leaders of the
new South Africa; young leaders who want to build a continent where the economy grows, but
where the environment is preserved.and your vast riches that nature has bestowed are no longer
depleted; young leaders who believe that Africa can go forward as a free, free continent, where
people, all people, enjoy universal human rights. .1 remember their faces so well. (Applause.)

I rcrﬁ'cm'bcr the faces of the entrepreneurs, African and American, wh}c
gathered with me in Johannesburg to dedicate Ron Brown Commercial Center. (Applaulse I
. thank you, Mr. President, for mentioning our friend, Ron Brown -- (applause) —for it was he

who first told me that I had an obligation as an American President to build a better pa.rﬁxemh.tp
with Africa. (Applause.)

Already, we import about as much oil from Africa as we do from the Peman
Gulf. We export more to Africa than to all the former Soviet Union. And Americans should
know that our investments in sub-Saharan Africa are in a remurn of 30 percent, higher than on
any other continent in the entire world. (Applause.) But our trade and investment in Africais
but a tiny fraction of what it could be, and, therefore, of what it could produce -- in new _;cl>bs, ,
new opportunities, new wcalth, and new dreams for Africans and for Americans. 'I‘he faces T
saw w111 spur us to do better. (Applause )

. Mr. Preaxdent, I remember the faces of the Senegalese soldners yestcrdlay,
whom we saw tmmmg with Americans, but led by Afncans in an African Crisis Response )
Initiative dedicated to the prevention of violence, to t.hc relief of suffering, to keepmg the peace o
on the continent of Africa. (Applause.)

- Most of all, I will always rcmexnber in every country the faces of the htxlc
children :-the beaxmful chﬂdrcn . the light in their eyes, the smiles on their faces, the songs that
they sung.“We owe it to them, you and I, to’ g:ve them t.hc best possible future they can have.
(Applause.) '

. Yes, Africa still faces poverty, maldutrition, disease, illiteracy,
unemploymenr, t:mh]e conflicts in some places. In some countries, human rights are still
nonexistent and unevenly rcspectzd in others. But look across the continent. Democracy is
gaining strength. Business is growing. Peace is making progress. The people and the leaders of
Africa are showing the world the rcsﬂxency of the human spirit and the future of this great
continent. (Applause.) .

They have convinced me of the difference America can make if we arela
genuine panner and fiiend of Africa, and the difference a new Afnca can make to Amenca'

own future:

Everywhere I went in Africa I saw a passionate belief in the promise of]
America, stated more eloquently today by your President than I ever could. I only wish every
American could see our own country as so much of Africa see us — a nation bearing the ideals of
freedom and equality and responsible citizenship, so powerful they still light the world; a nation
that has found strength in our racial and ethnic and religious diversity; a nation, therefore, that




—. — —n——

must lead by the power of example; a nation that stands for what so many aspire to and now are

~ achieving, the freedom to dream dreams and the opportunity to make those dreams come true.

" (Applause.)

T am very proud of America's ties to Africa, for there is no area of American
achievement that has not been touched by the intelligence and energy of Africa -- from science
to medicine, to literature, to art, to music. [am proud to be the President of a nation of many
colors, black and white, European and Latino, Asian and Middle Eastern and everything in
between. (Applause.) We have learned one clear lesson, that when we embrace one another
across the lines that divide us, we become more than the sum of our parts, a community of
communities, a nation of nations. Together, we work to face the future as one America —
undaunted, undivided, grateful for the chance to live together as one people. (Applause.)

: To be sure, our work is not finished and we have our own problems. But
when we began as 2 nation, our founders knew that, and called us always to the work of forming
a more perfect union. But the future before us expands as wide as the ocean that joins, not

- divides, the United States and Africa. As certainly as America lies over the horizon behind me,

so I pledge to the people of Africa that we will reach over this ocean to build a new partnership
based on friendship and respect. (Applause)

As we leave this island now is the time to complete the circle of history, to

| help Afnca to fulfill its promise not only as a land of rich beauty, but as a land of rich

opportunity for all its people. If we face :hc future together it will be a future that is better‘ for. E
Africa and bettcr for America. ‘ :

- So we leave Gorec Island today mindful of the large job stlll to be done, -
proud of how far we have come, proud of how far Africa bas come; determined to succeed in
buxldmg 3 bright, common destiny whose door is open to all.

Thank you and God bless you.

END
| : 4:40PM. (L)

" Qoor -
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: REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO GENOCIDE SURVIVORS. ASSISTANCE WORKERS.
AND U.S. AND RWANDA GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS

Kigali. Airport
Klgal Rwanda

12:25 PM (L)

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Mr. President. First. let me thank vou. Mr. President. and
Vice President Kasame. and vour wives for making Hillarv and me and our delewauon feel
so welcome. I'd also like to thank the voung students who met us and the musicians. kthe
dancers who were outside. | thank especially the survivors of the genocide and those who
are working to rebuild your country for spendzng a [mle time with us before we came in
here.

[ have a great delegation of Americans with me. leaders of our government. leaders of our
Congress. distinguished American citizens.' We're all very greatful to be here. We thank the
Diplomatic Corps for being here. and the members of the Rwandan government. and
eSpecxalI\ the citizens. :

I have come today to pay the respects of my nation to all. w ho suffered and all who

perished in the Rwandan genocide. It is my hope that through this trip, in every corner of .
the world today and tomorrow. their story will be told: that Four vears ago in this beauuful -
green. lovely land, a clear and conscious decision was made by those then in power that the
pecp[es of this country would not live side by side in peace.

During the 90 days that began on April 6 in 1994, Rwanda e&penenaed thc most extensive
slaughter in this blood-filled century we are about to lcave. Familics murdered in their

" homes. people hunted down as they fled by soldiers and militia. throm_h farmland and
woods as if they were animals.’ .

From Klbuve in the west to Klbungo in the east’ people vathered seekmg refuge in
churches b» the thousands. in hospitals. in schools. And ‘when they were found. the old and
the sick. the women and children alike. thev were killed -- killed because their 1dentu)'f card
said they were Tutsi or because they had a Tutsi parent. or because someone thought they
looked [ike a Tutsi. or slain like thousands of Hutus because they protected Tutsis or would
not countenance a policy that sought to wipe out people who just the day before. and for
vears before. had been their mends and neighbors.

The government-led effort to exterminate Rwanda's Tutsi and moderate Hutus. as vou

know better than me. took at least a million lives. Scholars of these sorts of events say. that
" the killers. armed mostly with machetes and clubs. nonetheless did their work five times as

fast as the mechanized gas chambers used by the Nazis. : :

Itis important that the world know that these killings were not spontancous or accidental.
It is important that the world hear what vour President j just said -- they were most certainly
no the result of ancient tribal struggles. indeed. these people had fiv ed together tor :

http:/‘www.whitehouse.gov/Africa/19980325-16872.himl o ' 4/10/98
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centuries betore the events the President described began to unfold. _ -

These events grew from a policy aimed at the systematic destruction of a people. The
ground for violence was carefully prepared. the airwaves poisoned with hate. casting the
Tutsis as scapegoats for the problems of Rwanda. denving their humanity. All of this was
done. clearly. to make it easy for otherwise reluctant pcoph, to participate in wholesale
slaughter. -

Lists of victims. name by name. were actually drawn up in advance. Today the images of
all that haunt us all: the dead choking the Kigara River. tloating to Lake Victoria. In their
fate. we are reminded of the capacity for people everywhere -- not just in Rwanda. and
certainly not just in Africa -- but.the capacity for pecople everywhere to slip into pure evil.
We cannot abolish that capacity. but we must never accept it. And we know it can be
overcome.

The international community. together with nations in Atrica. must bear its share of

responsibility for this tragedy, as well. We did not act quickly enough after the killing

began. We should not have allowed the refugee camps to become safe haves for the killers.

We did not immediately call these crimes b_v their rightful name: genocide. e cannot

change the past. But we can and must do everything in our power to help vou build a future
- without tear. and full of hope.

We owe to those who died and to those who survived who loved them. our every effort to
increase our vigilance and strengthen our stand against those who would commit such
atrocities in the future -- here or elsewhere. Indeed. we owe to all the peoples of the world
who are at risk -- because each bloodletting hastens the next as the value ot human lifeis
degraded and violence becomes tolerated. the unimaginable becomes more conceivable --
we owe to all the people in the world our best etforts to organize ourselves so that we can
maximize the chances of preventing these events. And where they cannot be prevented. we
can move more qulcklv to mmumze the horror. -

So let us challenge ourselves to build a world in which no branch of humanity. because of
national. racial. ethnic. or religious origin. is again threatened with destruction because of
those characteristics. of which people should rightly be proud. Let us work togetherasa
community of civilized nations to strenOthen our ability to prevent and. if necessary. to
stop ¢ genocide.

To that end. I am directing my administration to improve. with the international
community. our system for identifving and spotlighting nations in danger ol genocidal
violence. so that we can assure worldwide awareness of impending threats. [t may seem
strange to vou here. especially the many of you who lost members of your family. but all
over the world there were people like me sitting in offices. dayv after day after day. who did
not fully appreciate the depth and the speed with which vou were bemv enﬂulted by this
ummaamab!e terror. :

We have seen. too -- and I want to say again -- that genocide can occur anywhere. [tis not
an African phenomenon and must never “be viewed as such. We have seen it in
industrialized Europe: we have seen it in Asia. We must have global vigilance. ‘\nd never
again must we be sh\ in the face ot the evidence. ‘

I

Secondly. we must as an international community have the ability to act when genocide
threatens. We are working to create that capacity here in the Great Lakes region. where the
memory is still fresh. This atternoon in Entebbe leaders from central and eastern Africa
will meet with me to launch an effort to build a coalition to prevent genocide in this region.
I thank the leaders who have stepped forward to make this commitment. We hope the
effort can be a model for all the world. because our sacred task i is to »\ork to bamsh this
greatest crime agatnst humanity.

hitp://www.whitehouse.gov/A frica’19980325- 1 6872 .huml ‘ - 4/10/98



http://w

Oftice ot the Press Secretary - | Page 3of4

Events here show how urgent the work is. In the northwest part of vour country. attacks by
those responsible for the slaughter in 1994 continue today. We must work as partners| with
Rwanda to end this violence and allow vour people to go on rebuilding your lives and your
nation. :

Third. we must work now to remedy the consequences ol genocide. The United Statea has
provided assistance to Rwanda to settle the uprooted and restart its economy. but we must
do more. [ am pleased that America will become the {irst nation to contribute to the new
Genocide Survivors Fund. We will contribute this vear $2 million. continue our suppert in
the years to come. and urge other nations to do the same. so that survivors and their
communities can find the care they need and the help they must have.

Mr. Presxdent to vou. and to you. Mr Vice President. vou have shown great vision in|your
efforts to create a smgle nation in which all citizens can live freely and securely. As you
pointed out, Rwanda was a single nation before the Luropean powers met in Berlin to
carve up Africa. America stands with vou. and will continue helping the people of Rwanda
to rebuild their lives and society. o

You spoke passionately this morning in our private meeting about the need for grass-roots
etforts. for the development projects which are bridging divisions and clearing a pathto a
better future. We will join with vou to strengthen democratic institutions. to broaden
participation. to give all Rwandans a greater voice in their own governance. The challenges
-you face are great. but vour commitment to lasting reconciliation and inclusion is firm. =~

Fourth. to help ensure that those who survived in the generations to come never again )
suffer genocidal violence. nothing is more vital than estabhshmg the rule of law. There’ can
be no place in Rwanda that lasts without a justice system that is recognized as such.

We applaud the efforts of the Rwandan ¢ government to strenathen civilian and mlhtarv
justice systems. [ am pleased that our Great lakes Justice Initiative will invest $30 million
to help create throughout the region judicial systems that are impartial.-credible. and -
effective. In Rwanda these funds will help to support courts, prosecutors, and pohce
military justice and cooperation at the local level. :

We will also continue to pursue justice through our strong backing tor the International
Criminal tribunal for Rwanda. The United States.is the largest contributor to this tribunal.

* We are frustrated. as your are. by the delays in the tribunal’s work. As we know. we must
do better. Now that administrative mprovements have begun. however. the tribunal should
expedite cases through group trials. and fulfill its historic mission.

We are prepared to help. p. among other things. with witness relocation. so that those who
still fear can speak the truth in-safety. And we will support the War Crimes tribunal for|as
long as it is needed to do its work. until the truth is clear and justice is rendered.

Fifth, we must make it clear to all those who would commit such acts in the future that
they too must answer tor their acts. and thev will. In Rwanda. we must hold accountable all
those who may abuse human rights. whether insurgents or soldicrs. Tnternationally. as we
meet here, talks are underway at the United Nations to establish a permanent international
criminal court. Rwanda and the difficulties we have had with this special tribunal
underscores the nced for :,uch a court. And the United States will work to see that it is
created. :

I know that in the face of all vou have endured. optimism cannot come easily to any of
vou. Yet I have just spoken. as I said. with several Rwandans who survived the atrocities,
and just listening to them gave me reason for hope. You see countless stories of courage
around you every day as you go about your business here -- men and women who survived
and go on. children who recover the light in their eyes remind us that at the dawn of'a new

http://www.whitehouse.gov/A frica/19980325-16872.html o © 4/10/98
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millennium there is only one crucial division among the peoples of the Larth. And believe
me. after over tive vears of dealing with these problems [ know it is not the divisions
between Hutu and Tutsi. or Serb or Croat and Muslim and Bosnian. or Arab and Jew. or
Catholic and Protestant in Ireland. or black and white, It is really the line between those
who embrace the common humanity we all share and those who reject it.

It is the line between those who lind meaning in life through respect and cooperation and
who. therefore. embrace peace. and those who can only find meaning in life it they have
someone to look down on. someone to trample. someone to punish and. therefore. embrace
war. It is the line between those who look to the future and those who cling to the past. [t is
the line between those who give up their resentiment and those who betieve they will
absolutely die if they have to refease one bit grievance. [t is the line between those who
confront every day with a.clenched fist and thosc who confront ev ery day with an open
hand. That is the only line that really counts when all is said and done.

To those who believe that God made each ot us in His own image. how could we choose
the darker road? When vou look at those children who greeted us as we got off that plane
today. how could anvone say they did not want those children to have a chance to have
their own children? To experience the joy of another morning sunrise? To lcam the normal
lessons of life? To give something back to their people?

When vou strip it all away. whether we're talking about Rw anda or some other distant
troubled spot. the world is divided according to how people believe they draw meaning
from life. -

And so [ say to you . though the road is hard and uncertain. and their are many difticulties

" ahead, and like every other person who wishes to help, I doubtless will not be able to do
evervthing [ would like to do. there are things we can do. And if we set about the business
of doing them together. you can overcome the awful burden that you have endured. You
can put a smile on the face of ev ery child in this country. and you can make people once
again believe that they should live as people were living who were singing to us and
dancmg for us today.

That's what we have to belicve. That is what | came here to sav. And that is \}’hat [ wish for
you. ‘ : , _

Thank you ar_xd God bless you.

To comment on this service.
send feedback to the 1'eh Development Team.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
. Office of the Press Secretary
(Gaborone, Botswana)

For Immediate Release ‘ | . - March 29. 1998

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY
Radio Democracy for Africa

President Clinton announced today his intention to establish this year a new radio
broadcasting service for Africa. Radio Democracy for Africa will be a division of the
Voice of America and will broadcast an additional 22.5 hours per week of programs
focused primarily on the promotion of democracy and human rights throughout the
continent.- :

t

The Need for a FFree Press |

Democracies and market economies flourish where there is a strong tree media to provide
accurate news and information. State-run media are the norm in much of Africa:
accompanying such media are often biases and positions of the prevailing political party of
in some cases. repressive regimes. As vet. many media corporations in the United States

~ and Europe do not yet see Africa as commercaallx viable. Further radno is the medium of
choice in Africa.

Reporting on Democratic Transtormations

Radio Democracy reporters will focus on reporting statements by boliticians and political
leaders of various orientations. Because of the repressive media climate in some countries,
foreign reporters will now be ab!e to cover such atones without fear of reprisal - :

Conﬂlct Resolution

Radio Democracy will focus on promouon of conflict rcwluuon b\ cov ering recnncxllauon
ef’fons and such events as the Arusha Trlbunal o o

To comment on this service. ,
send feedback 1o the Web Development Teant.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
(Kampala, Uganda)

For Immediate Release , March 31. 1998

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO AFRICAN ENVIRONMENTALISTS AND
OFFICIALS FROM THE U.S. AND BOTSWANA

Mokolodi Nature Preserve
Gabarone. Botswana

2:45PM. (L)

THE PRESIDENT: Thank vou very much. Minister Kgoroba. for your leadership and your
kind remarks. { certainly hope that our visit here will increase tourisim in Botswana -- not
so much because my wife and I came. but because we brought such a vast American
delegation and a lot of members of our press corps -- and [ think I can speak for them-- this
may be the only subject on which [ can speak for them. but [ think [ can speak tor them --
they had a wonderful time. as well. and we're very grateful to vou.

Vice President Mogae. thank vou for joining us and congratulations about vour assumption

. of office just’in the next few hours. Minister Merahte. Secretary Mpofu. Ambassador
Mogwe. thank you all for making us feel welcome. I'd like to sav a speak thanks to Mr. and
Mrs. Kirby and all the people associated with the Mokolodi Nature Preserve for makmg, us
feel so welcome here. This is a pcrfect place tor our meeting. :

[ thank the dxstmguxshed delegation from the United States Congress and Secretary Slater
and AID Administrator Atwood: Reverend Jesse Jackson: my National Security Adwsor
Sandy Berger, and Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs. Susan Rice.
Ambassa@or, and Mrs. Kruger. and our entire American delegation for being here.

And [ would like to say a special word of thanks to the people who day in and day out in
“environmental and preservation work who participated in our round table. And I'd like to
introduce them. And I'll do my best to pronounce their names properly. [f [ don't. you'll

just have to make allowances for me. They did a w ondertul job. :

First. the Director of Botswana Department of Wildlife and National Parks. Sedie Modise.
From Cameroon. the Director of the United Nations Development Programm's Oftice to
Combat Decertification and Drought. Samuel Nvambi. From Ghana. Protessor.of Zoology
at the University of Ghana and Chair of the Scientific and Technical Review Panel of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. Yaa Ntiamoa-Baidu. The Resident Representative for
Conservation International for Madagascar. formerly Governor of the Central Bank of
Madagascar. Minister of France. and when [ first met him. the Ambassador to Madagascar
to the United States. Leo Rajaobelina. And the Director of the African Conserv ation Centre
ot Kenva. Dr. Helen Gichohi.

I think it's fairto say that none of us who visit Botswana will ever forget the beauty of the
environment. Hillary and I-and many of our party. as the Minister just said. have been
reveling in the beauties of Chobe. And we do want to come back to the Okavango Delta.
And we would like to see more of the Kalahari and more of the rest of the country.
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[ think any human being who spends anv apprecmble amount of'time in a uniquely \prxstlne
place. full of the wonders of animal and plant life. instinctively feel humanity's sacred
obligation to preserve our environment. [ have been deeply encouraged by what [ have Just
heard in the meeting with Africa's -- some of Africa’s'most distinguished and dedncated
environmental experts as we discussed the challenges we all tacc in meeting our obligation
to preserve the environment.

There are challenges on every continent. Here in Africa. deserts are spreading. torests are
shrinking. water is !ncreasmg,l\f scarce. The needs of growing populations often clash with
those of plants and animals. People's health is more at risk as pollutants poison »\atér and
air. And here. as everywhere. global warming threatens to aggravate droughts and floods
and hasten the spread of infectious disease.

American children in their imagination often travel to Africa. Since [ was a boy welhave .
done that. The essence of what attracts them and people everywhere is a vision of the most
magnificent. amazing creatures on Earth living in harmony with unspeakably beaunful
nature -- the vision we saw realized in Chobe. That vision of somehow nature in all its
manifestations in balance with people living their lives successfully i msplres environmental
efforts around the world. «

At the Rio Summit in 1992, tor the tirst time nations gathered to proclaim that each |
country's stewardship ot its own environment atfects the whole planet. Africans and
Americans swim and fish in the same Atlantic ocean. breathe the same air. suffer the same
health risks from toxic chemicals. greenhouse gases. destruction of the ozone laver. If .
animal and plant species are lost. we are all diminished. even if they are lost on someone
else's contment :

Since Rio, real progress has been made in fulfilling our mutual obhgatlons Nations have
banned dumping of radioactive waste. Nations are attacking water pollution. working to
protect ocean life. We have reaffirmed the vital need for tarmh planning. We have made
real progress in reducing the destruction of the ozone laver.

But we must do more. And today very bneﬂx I'd like to focus on three concerns we - -+
Americans share with Africans: spreadmg deserts. threats to species. and ¢global warming.
First. with regard to desserts; 27 percent of the African continent is dessert 43 percent

more. dby land. still arable. but with limited water. The dry regions are rapidly succu{nbmg

to the desert. becoming wasteland, increasing the chances of famine and poverty. While
climate change as a whole plays a role, agricultural practices -- too much grazing, poor
irrigation practices. too much tree clearing, failure to rotate crops =- all these things p'lay a
pivotal role. : .

These concerns are familiar to Amerxcans One hundred years a"o when our settlers moved
from east to west in the United States. they believed they found a paradise of rich. femle
soil. They planted and plowed the land without any thou;,ht tor the tuturc. Then..in 1931,
the rain stopped Fields dried up. Our skies turned black. Dust tilled people’s lungs. Food
was scarce. Thousands upon thousands of starving animals descended from the hills to
compete with people for scrap. In April of 1935, blmdmn dirt blew 24 hours a day fof three
weeks. After all thesc vears. that is stxll known to all Americans as the Dust Bowl. [t was
called. America's Sahara. ~ ' ) ‘

We couldn't make the rains return -- that was nature's province. But we could and did. as a
nation. institute strong soil conservation measures that have helped to protect us since. And
we had an agricultural extension service of respected experts from cach local commu nity
working with farmers to help them see that it was in their personal mterest to preserve our
common environment.

ot

A half century later. at the Rio Summit with more and more arable land on the Africa
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continent turning to dust. African leaders pressed the rest of the world tor action. The -

world listened and cratted a treaty --the Decertification Convention -- to help stop the

spread of desert and the degrading ot dry land. The treaty seeks to empower local

communities and to channel foretgn assistance to prevent over-grazing: (o grow crops

appropriate to the land: to use the existing water supplies more wisely.

I sent this treaty to our Senate for its approval in the summer o 1996. No action has been
taken since. but today [ am pleased to announce that two distinguished senators. one from
each of our parties -~ Senator Jim Jeffords of Vermont. and Senator Russ Feingold of
Wisconsin -- have agreed to lead a bipartisan effort for Senate approval. And I will do my .
best to get it approved as quickly as possible.

* In addition to protecting our land. we must preserve that plants and animals for their -
beauty and their benetit. As our participant (rom Madagascar reminded me today. the rosy
periwinkle found only on Madagascar is a plant yvou likely would walk by without a second
look. But extracts from this plam have proved critical to mtackm" Hodgkin's Disease and
childhood leukemia. It could have been lost entirely with no concern for biodiversity. A
snake root plant found in India gives a drug that saves lives by lowering blood pressure. [t
can be lost entirely by ignoring the needs of biodiversity. Beyvond such medical
breakthroughs there is majesty in God's creation und the halance ol life biodiv Lrstt\
guarantees :

Yesterday at Chobe. we saw some of A frica’s most beautiful wild animals. T saw all the
things that I dreamed of seeing, from elephants and hippos to giratfes and lions. But [ also
saw some animals [ never knew existed before -- the lincwe. the sable antelope. the kudu. |
saw a monitor lizard. And I thought of all the people I would like that lizard to monitor.
But. unfortunately, I could not cartch it and take it home.

[ saw the magnificent secretary bird. a bird I had never seen before -- and watched it in
wonder. [ saw the lilac-breasted roller-fly and roll for us. and [ wished everyone in the |
world -- every child in the world and every child in Africa. especially -- could havea
chance to see these things free trom the want of poverty, free from any necessity of their
parents to think about domﬂ things which would undermine the existence of thos<. bxrds
and-animals for all time. :

_The rest of the world thanks Botswana for its hard work to address these problems. Under

the guidance of President Masire. Minister Kgoroba. Detense Force Commander Khama.
Botswana has set aside large portions of its lands and parks. worked to stop poachers.

promoted sustainable use of resources. is working with neighboring nations to protect
rivers, ground water, forests and other resources thex s!nre

Because such eftorts are not easy, they must be supported. This vear. America will invest
more than $80 million to help Atrlcan nations protect their natural beauty. And we all
should do more.

Across the continents nations are also awakening to the connection between conservation

“and democracy as local communities share power with national overnments in managing
wildlife and water. forest and farmland. When people have a chance to decide. more often
that not. they actually decide to protect-what is precious to their way of life.

The United States has helped to empower African communities-on the environmental
matters and will increase our efforts with a new initiative called Green Communities for

- Africa.-based on a program already working back home. The program helps citizens.in
each community consider the environmental consequences of all kinds of local decisions,
trom disposing wastes to providing clean drinking water.

* Finally, we must act together to address the threat of global climate change. The
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rases from -

human activity are raising the Earth's temperature at a troubling r’lp!d rate. And un}es; we
change course. seas will rise so high they will swallow islands ‘and coastal areas the world

over. destrox ing entire communities and habitats. Storms and droughts will mtenslfv.

Diseases like malaria. Africa's terrible scourge. already killing almost 3.000 chlldr=n per
day. will be borne by mosquitoes to higher and hwi\er altitudes and will travel across more

and more national borders threatemmz more lives on this continent than th:our'hout the
world. '

No nation can escape these dangers. Theretore. all must work to prevent them. As the

largest emitter ot greenhouse gases. the United States has a special responsibility to our

own people and the rest of the world to act.

We-are implementing an aggressive plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions with
programs for energy efficiency and clean technology. But it is a global problem that

requires global solutions. We must reduce emissions in the developed world and promote

clean energy development in the developing world.

Under the historic agreement reached last December in Kyoto. companies have strong

incentives to invest in clean energy projects not only in the developed countries. but in’

developing countries. The United States also has plans w provide $1 billion dollars
five years to help developing countries to combat global warming.

over

Tochv I'm pleased to announce that NASA. our space agency. together with our partners
from Southern Africa. will conduct the first ever environmental review of this part of the

continent. using satellites in space and ground surveillance. The results will provide a

baseline from which to measure changes in the environment. improve seasonal drought
predictions. and help to assess the impact of climate change. We can and we must work

together to realize the promise of Kyoto.

" A generation ago. our leaders began to realize this w ould become an issue we would all

have to face. President Kennedy said. it is our task to hand undiminished to those w ho
- come after us the natural wealth and beauty which is ours. In other words. the natural
wealth and beauty which is ours is not really ours. It belongs to the people who camé
before us. who live on in our memory. and to our children and grandchildren and their
grandchildren which will come after.

In the United States. many of our Native American population sav that they manage

their

own natural resources with seven gencrations in view. They think. in other words. about

how today's decisions will affect their children seven generations down the line. We

can at

least think of our grandchildren. We have a serious responsxbxlm to deal with poor people
in a respectful way the world over because evervone deserves the right to trv to advance

his or her material condition so that all of our children can have decent lives and get
education and build a decem future.

decent

But we know from the scientific data available tous today that we can grow the economy

at a rate'that sustains both economic well-being and our natural resources. ndeed. we

know that if we maximize the use of scientific technoloav and knowledge. we can vrom the

economy and even improve the condition of the natumi environment.

That is our responsibility. [t has come to our gencration to make these decisions now
that future generations will enjoy all the wonderful technological advanges of the 21st
Century. But first. we must act. and we must do it together. Thank you very much.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
(Kampala, Uganda)

For Immediate Release ‘ . , , March 23, 1998

‘ REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE COMMUNITY OF KISOWERA SCHOOL

Mukono. Uganda

4:25P.M. (L)

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Thank you and good afternoon. President
Museveni. Mrs. Museveni. Ms. Vice President, Mr. Prime Minister. Mr. Speaker: to
Education Minister Mushega, to their nghnesses, the distinguished Kings here. the

réligious leaders and other dxstmguxshed leaders of Uganda: members of our United States
Congress my Cabinet and other important citizens and public servants from the United
States. And most of all, [ want to thank the principals. the teachers. the students for
showing me this wonderful school. the wonderful young people who walked down with us
today. and the wonderful dancing exhibit we saw here today. Let's give them a big hand.|[
though they were quite wonderful.

As Hillary said. she and our daughter, Chelsea. came to Africa and to- Uganda last year. |
have heard a great deal about Uganda since then -- over and over and over again. In
selecting countries to visit, [ almost felt I didn't need to come here because [ “knew’ enoug
anyway from talking to Hillary about it. She has, T think, become your unoff cial roving

ambassador to the world. L : P e :

Bea

But let me say [ am profoundly honbred to be here. honored to be on this‘c‘o’htinent, ‘ .
honored to be in this country, honored by the progress that has been made in these last few
years in improving economic conditions. in-improving. polmcal condmons Thank vou for
what you have done Mr President, and to all of you. . Coaee

Earlier today we talkecl about trade and investment. And Presxdent Museveni waiits more
of both. and he should. We talked about political cooperation and how we could work
together for the future. And [ listened very carefully to what the President said about the
history of Africa. the history of Uganda. the future. what mistakes had been made in the
past.

It is as well not to dwell too much on the past. but [ think it is worth pomtmz out that the
United States has not always done the right thing by Aftica. In our own time. during the
Cold war, when we were so concerned about bemg in competition with the Soviet Union.
very often we dealt with countries in Africa and in other parts of the world based more on
how they stood in the struggle between the United States and the Soviet Union than how
they stood in the struggle for their own people's aspirations to live up to the fullest'of their
God -given abilities.

And. of course. gomg back to the time before we were even a natlon European Americans

received the fruits of the slave trade. And we were wrong in that. as well -- although, [ '
must say, if vou look at the remarkable delegauon we have here from Congress. from our
Cabinet and administration. and from the citizens of America. there are many distinguishe
African Americans who are in that delegation who are making America a better place

.

hutp://www.whitehouse.gov/Africa/19980324-3374 htm| - : 4/10/98



http://www.whitehouse.gov/AfricalI9980324�3374.html

Office ot the Press Secretary . Page 2 of 4

today.

But perhaps the worst sin America ever committed about Africa was the sin of neglect and
ignorance. We have never been as involved with vou. in working together lor our ‘mutual -
benetit. for your.children and for ours. as we should have been. So [ came here to listen
and to learn. to offer my help and triendship and partnership. And I came in the hope that
~ because all these good people up here in the media came with me and they're telling the
"American people back home what we're doing -- it's not raining. is it? [t's been cold and
cloudy in Washington. I need a suntan.

[ came here in the hope that the American people would see you with new eves -- that they
would see the children dance. see the children learning. hear the children signing. and say.
we should be part of the same future. : :

- Today I want to talk very briefly about that future for our children. President Museveni and
Education Minister Mushega have made education a top priority. especially through the
Universal Primary Education Program. and | loved hearing the children sing about it.

But you leaders have done more than talk and sing; they have acted. In five years.
education spending in Uganda has tripled and teacher salaries have gone up 900 percent. [
“hate to say that: back home. they'll wonder why ['m not doing better. And. more '
xmportantlv your getting somethma for vour investment: bettcr trained teachers. higher -
test scores. lmproved performance in school attendance from girls. [ know that Kisowera
School is proud that it graduates as many girls as boys. because we want all our children to
learn so that all of them can succeed and make us all stronger. In most African countries.
however. far fewer girls than boys enroll in school and graduate. One-halt the primary
school-age children are not in school. and that has led in many nations to a literacy rate
among adults below 30 percent.

Africa wants to do better. Uganda is doing better. the llmted States wants to help. Through
a new initiative, Education For Development and Democracy, we want to give $120
million dollars over the next two years to innovative programs to improve education. We
want to widen the circle of educational opportunity as is already happening here in
Uganda. We want to make investments in primary education for those who will educate -
boys and girls. because that is critical to improving health reducing poverty. raising the
status of women. spurring economic¢ growth. :

We want to promote girls’ education with leadership training and scholarships. nutrition
training. and mentoring. We also want to support etforts to reach out-ot-school youths.
This is a huge problem in parts of Africa. where there are children who were soldiers and
are now adrift and without hope.

Second. we want to help create community resource centers with schools that are equipped
with computers linked to the Internet. along with books and typewriters and radios for
more long distance learning. We want them to be staffed by Africans and American Peace
Corps volunteers. . -

Third. we want more new partnerships among African sclloqls and between Amecrican and
African schools. so that we can learn from and teach each other through the Internet. We
do this a ot now at home. ‘ .

‘Let me give you an idea of how it might work. \ student here in Mukono could make up
the first line of a story and type it in to the Internet to a student in Accra. Ghana. who could
then add a second line and they could go on together. back and forth. writing a story. A
teacher in New York could give five math problems to students in Kampala. and they
could send the answers back. One of the very first parmershlpb will link this school --
Kisowera -- with the Pinecrest Elementary School in Silver Spring. Maryland. USA. | want

v
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more of’ them

Fourth.-we want to support higher education with the de\elopment of business. health care.
science. math and engineering courses. These are absolutely essential to give Atncans the
tools they need to compete and win in the new global economy. and we want to help do

that.

Finally, we want to build ties between associations and institutions within Africa and in
" America so that groups in your nations and ours concerned with trade and investment.
consumer issues. conflict resolution. or human rights can connect with distant counterparts
and learn together and work together. This will empower citizens on both continents.

This initiative will help more Africans, all right. to start school. stay in school, and remain
lifelong learners. But Americans will learn a great deal from it as well.

We also want to support your efforts in health and nutrition. Uganda has suffered so much
from AIDS, but President Museveni launched a strong education campaign with frank|talk
and he has made a huge difference, as have all ot vou who have worked to turn around the
AIDS problem in Uganda.

- We will continue to combat it with global research and health care and prevention efforts.
But these efforts are also essential to combat malaria. an even greater killer of Africans.
Nearly 3.000 children every day -- a million each year -- are lost to malaria. By weakepmg
as well as killing people, malaria contributes to poverty and undermines economic grolwth
Ninety percent of all malaria cases arise on the continent of Africa, but with increasing
globalization we are all at risk. We now fund in the Umted States half the research on
malaria, but we want to do more.

This year. we've cornmitted $16 million more to help African nations fight infectious
diseases, including malaria, with an additional million dollars to the West African Malaria
Center in Mali. We also want to support good nutrition. There are troubling signs that
without concerted efforts, Africa could face a major food and nutrition crisis in the coming
years because of natural causes and social unrest. Children cannot learn if they are hungry.
So we have proposed a food security initiative for Africa to ensure that more African,
families can eat good meals and more African farmers can make good incomes.

Over the next 10 years. we want to stay with vou and work at this. In the next two years we
propose to spend over $60 million in Uganda Mali. Malawi. Mozambique and Ethlopxa to
increase food production, enhance marketing. expand agricultural trade and xnvestment-

I've learned a lot since I've been here about Ugandan bananas. Ugandan coffee. [ will be an
expert in all these matters when I go home.

oy

[ want you to understand again what [ said at the beginning. We want to do these things in
education, in health care and agriculture and nutrition because they will help you. because
we want to see the light that is m these children's eyves forever. and in the eves of all other
children.

But make no mistake about it. The biggest mistake America ever made with Africa over
the long run was neglect and lack of understanding that we share a common future on this’
planet of ours that is getting smaller and smaller and smaller. We do these things. yes.
because we want to help the children. But we do it because we know it will help our
children. For we must face the challenges and seize the opportunities of the 21st century .
together. The next century, in a new millennium. will be the brightest chapter inall of
human history -- if, but only if, it is right for all of our chlldren :

Thank you and God bless you.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release - : March 16, [1999

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT |
‘TO CONFERENCE ON U S -AFRICA PARTNERSHIP
FOR THE 21ST CENTURY

~ Department of State

9:38 AM EST

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Good morning. Let me say, first of all, to Minister |
Ouedrago, thank you for your fine address and for your leadership. Secretary General
Salim, Secretary General Annan, Secretary Albright; to our distinguished ministers and
ambassadors and other officials from 46 African nations, and the representatives of the

Cabinet and the United States government. I am delighted to see you all here today [We -
are honored by your presence in the United States and excited about what it means for

our common future.

A year ago next week I set out on my journey to Africa. It was, for me, for my wife] and
for many people who took that trip, an utterly unforgettable and profoundly movmo
experience. [ went to Africa in the hope not only that I would learn, but that the process
of the trip itself and the publicity that our friends in the press would give it would cause
~ Americans and Africans to see each other in a new light -- not denying the Iingering'
effects of slavery, colonialism, Cold War, but to focus on a new future -- to build a new
chapter of history, a new era of genuine partnership:’

A year later, we have to say there has been a fair measure of hope, and some new

disappointments. War still tears at the heart of Africa. Congo, Sierra Leone, Angola
Sudan have not yet resolved their conflicts. Ethlopla and Eritrea are mired in a truly
tragic dispute we have done our best to try to help avoid. Violence still steals innocent
lives in the Great Lakes region. In the last year, Nairobi and Dar es Salaam became
battlefields in a terrorist campaign that killed and wounded thousands of Africdns, a
with Americans working there for a different future.

¥

—

ong

But there have also been promising new developments. The recent elections in Nigeria
give Africa’'s most populous country, finally, a chance to realize its enormous potential.
The transition may not be complete, but let's not forget, just a year ago it was

Predviil. é




unthinkable. This June, for the first time, South Africa will transter power from one fully .
democratic government to another.

More than half the Sub-Saharan nations are now governed by elected leaders. Many, such
as Benin, Mali and Tanzania, have full y embraced open government and open markets
Quite a few have recorded strong economic growth, including Mozambique, cripp ed by
civil war not long ago. Ghana's economy has grown by five percent a year since 1992,

- All of you here have contributed to this progress. All are eager to make the next century
better than the last. You share a great responsibility, for you are the architects of Africa’s
future. .

Today, I would like to talk about the tangible ways we can move forward with our
partnership. Since our trip to Africa my administration has worked hard to do more.
We've created a $120 million educational initiative to link schools in Africa to schools in
this country. We've created the Great Lakes Justice Initiative to attack the culture of
impunity. We have launched a Safe Skies Initiative to increase air links between Afnca
and the rest of the world; given $30 million to protect food security in Africa'and more to
be provided during this year.

In my budget submission to Congress I have asked for additional funds to cover the cost
of relieving another $237 million in African debt on top of the $245 million covered in
this year's appropriation.

We're working hard with you to bring an end to the armed conflicts which claim innocent
lives and block economic progress; conducting extensive shuttle diplomacy in an effort to
resolve the dispute between Ethiopia and Eritrea. In Sierra Leon we're doing what we can
to reduce suffering and forge a lasting peace. We have provided $75 million in :
humanitarian assistance over the last 18 months. And with the approval of Congress we
will triple our longstanding commitment of support for ECOMOG to conduct reglo%nal
peacekeeping.

‘We have also done what we can to build the Africa Crisis Response Initiative, with
members of our military cooperating with African militaries. We've provided $8 million
since 1993 to the OAU's Conflict Management Center to support African efforts to
resolve disputes and end small conflicts before they explode into large ones.

Nonetheless, we have a lot of ground to make up. For too much of this century, the
relationship between the United States and Africa was plagued by indifference on our
part. This conference represents an unparalleled opportunity to raise our growing
cooperation to the next level. During the next few days we want to talk about how these
programs work and hear from you about how we can do better. Eight members of nlay
Cabinet will meet their African counterparts. The message I want your leaders to take
home is this is a partnership with substance, backed by a long-term commitment. W )

This is truly a relationship for the long haul. We have been too separate and too unequal
We must end that by bu:ldmg a better common future. We need to strive together to do
better, with a clear vision of what we want to achieve over the long run. Ten years from
now, we want to see more growth rates above five percent. A generation from now, we




want to see a larger middle class, more jobs and consumers, more African exports,
thriving schools filled with children -- boys and girls -- with high expectations and a
reasonable chance of fulfilling them.

But we need the tools to get there -- the tools of aid, trade, and investment. As I said
when [ was in Africa, this must not be a choice between aid and trade; we must have
both. In my budget request for the next fiscal year, I've asked for an increase of 10 | .
percent in development assistance to Africa. But the aid is about quality, and quantity.
‘Our aid programs are developed with your involvement, designed to develop the
institutions needed to sustain democracy and to reduce poverty, and to increase
independence. :

To expand opportunity, we also need trade. Our administration strongly supports the
Africa Growth and Opportunity Act, which I said in my State of the Union address we

will work to pass in'this session of Congress. The act represents the first step in creating,
" for the first time in our history, a genuine framework for U.S.-Africa trade relations| It
provides immediate benefits to nations modernizing their economies, and offers
incentives to others to do the same. It increases U.S. assistance, targeting it where it|will
do the most good.

The bill clearly will benefit both Africa and the Umted States: Africans ask for more
access to our markets; this bill provides that. You asked that GSP benefits be extende d;
this bill extends them for 10 years. You said you need more private investment; this bill
calls for thé creation of two equity investment funds by OPIC, providing up to $650
million to generate private investment in Africa.

We agree that labor concerns are important. This bill removes GSP benefits for any
country found to be denying worker rights. You told us we need to understand more|
about your views on developmenr .This bill provides a forum for high-level dialogue and
cooperation.

It is a principled and pragmatic approach based on what will work. No one is saying|it
will be easy, but we are resolved to help lower the hurdles left by past mistakes. [ believe
it represents a strong, achievable and important step forward. There are many fnends of
Africa in Congress and many strong opinions about how best to help Africa. I hope they
will quickly find consensus. We cannot afford a house divided. Africa needs action now.
(Applause.)

There's another crucial way the United States can hasten Africa's integration. One of the
'most serious issues we must deal with together, and one of truly global importance is debt
relief. Today, I ask the international community to take actions which could result in
forgiving $70 billion in global debt relief -- global debt. Qur goal is to ensure that no
country committed to fundamental reform is left with a debt burden that keeps.it from
meeting its people’s basic human needs and spurring growth. We should provide
extraordinary rel lief for countries making extraordinary effons to build working
economies. (Applause.)

To achieve this goal, in consultation with our Congress and within the framework of our




balanced budget. I proposed that we make significant improvements to the heavily-
indebted Poor Countries Initiative at the Cologne Summit of the G-7 in June. First, a new
focus on early relief by international financial institutions, which now reduce debt only at
the end of the HIPC program. Combined with ongoing forgiveness of cash flows by the
Paris Club, this will substantially accelerate relief from debt payment burden.

Second, the complete forgiveness of all bilateral concessional loans to the poorest
countries. Third, deeper and broader reduction of other bilateral debts, raising the amount
to 90 percent. Fourth, to avoid recurring debt problems, donor countries should commit to
provide at least 90 percent of new development assistance on a grant basis to countries

eligible for debt reduction. '

Fifth, new approaches to help countries emerging from conflicts that have not had t}‘le
chance to establish reform records, and need immediate relief and concessional finance.
And, sixth, support for gold sales by the IMF to do its part, and additional contnbutllons
by us and other countries to the World Bank's trust fund to help meet the cost of this
initiative. Finally, we should be prepared to provide even greater relief in exceptionél
cases where it could make a real difference.

What I am proposing is debt reduction that is deeper and faster. It is demanding, but{to
put it simply, the more debtor nations take responsibility for pursuing sound economic
policies, the more creditor nations must be willing to provide debt relief.

One of the best days of my trip last year was the day I opened an investment center in
Johannesburg, named after our late Commerce Secretary, Ron Brown, a true visionary
who knew that peace, democracy and prosperity would grow in Africa with the right kind
of support. I can't think of a better tribute to him than our work here today, for he
understood that Africa's transformation will not happen overnight, but on the other hand,
that it should happen and that it could happen.

Look at Latin America's progress over the last decade. Look at Asia before that. In elach
case, the same formula worked: Peace, open markets, democracy and hard work lifted
- hundreds of millions of people from poverty. It has nothing to do with latitude and
longitude, or religion or race. It has everything to do with an equal chance and smart|
decisions.

There are a thousand reasons Africa and the United States should work together for the
21st century, reasons buried deep in our past, reasons apparent in the future just ahead It
is the right thing to do, and it is in the self-interest of all the peoples represented in this’
room today. Africa obviously matters to the 30 million Americans who trace their roots
there. But Africa rnatters to all Americans. It provides 13 percent of our oil, nearly as
much as the Middle East. Over 100,000 American jobs depend upon our exports to
Africa. There could be millions more when Africa realizes its potential. As Africa grows
it will need what we produce and we will need what Africa produces.

Africa is home to 700 million people, nearly a fifth of the world. Last year, our growing
relationship with this enormous market helped to protect the United States from the
global financial crisis raging elsewhere. While exports were down in other parts of th
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world, exports from the United States to Africa actually went up by eight percent, topping
$6 billion. As wise investors have discovered, investments in Africa pay. In 1997, the rate
of return of American investments in Africa was 36 percent -- compared with 16 percent

in Asia, 14 percent worldwide, 11 percent in Europe.

As has already been said, we share common health and environmental concerns with
people all over the world, and certainly in Africa. If we want to deal with the proble ms of
" global warming and climate change, we must deal in partnership with Africa. If we want
to deal with a whole array of public health problems that affect not only the children and
people of Africa, but people throughout the rest of the world, we must do it in partnershxp
with Africa.

Finally, I'd like to just state a simple truth that guides our relations with all nations.
Countries that are democratic, peaceful and prosperous are good neighbors and good
partners. They help respond to crises. They respect the environment. They abide by
international law. They protect their working people and their consumers. They honor
women as well as men. They give all their children a chance.

There are 46 nations represented here today -- roughly a quarter of all the countries on
Earth. You share a dazzling variety of people and languages and traditions. The world of
the 21st century needs your strength, your contribution, your full participation in the
struggle to unleash the human potential of people everywhere. (Applause.)

Africa is the ancient cradle of humanity. But it is also a remarkably young continent, full
of young people with an enormous stake in the future. When I traveled through the streets
of the African cities and I saw the tens of thousands, the hundreds of thousands of young
people who came out to see me, I wanted them to have long, full, healthy lives. [ med to
imagine what their lives could be like if we could preserve the peace, preserve freedt;)m
extend genuine opportunity, give them a chance to have a life that was both full of liberty
and ordered, structured chances -- chances that their parents and grandparents did not .
know.

~ The Kanuri people of Nigeria, Niger and Chad say, "hope is the pillar of the world." The
last decade proves that hope is stronger than despair, if i it is followed by action. Action is
the mandate of this conference.

Let us move beyond words, and do what needs to be done. For our part, that means debt

relief, passage of the Africa Growth and Opportunity Act, appropriate increases in '
assistance, and a genuine sense of partnership and openness to future possibilities: For
your part, it means continuing the work of building the institutions that bring‘democriacy
and peace, prosperity and equal opportunity. '

We are ending a decade, the 1990s, that began with a powerful symbol. I will never ,
forget the early Sunday morning in 1990, when I got my daughter up and took her down
to the kitchen to turn on the television so that she could watch Nelson Mandela walk out
of his prison for the last time. She was just a young girl, and I told her that I had the
feeling that this would be one of the most important events of hér lifetime, in terms of its
impact on the imagination of freedom-loving people everywhere.




We could not have known then, either she or I or my wife, that we would have the great

good fortune to get to know Mr. Mandela, and see his generosity extended to our family,

and to our child, as it has been to children all over his country. But in that walk, we|saw a
continent's expression of dignity, of self-respect, of the soaring potential of the unfettered
human spirit.

For a decade, now, the people of South Africa and the people of Africa have been trying
to make the symbol of that walk real in the lives of all the people of the continent. We
still have a long way to go. But let us not forget how far we have come. And let us not

forget that greatness resides not only in the people who lead countries and who overcome
persecutions, but in the heart and mind of every child, and every person -- there is the
potential to do better, to reach higher, to fulfill dreams. It is our job to give all the

children of Africa the chance to do that.

Thank you very much. (Applause.)
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multilateral funding mechanism to support AIDS prevention and care

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
{Lake Placid, New York)

For Immediate Release August 19, 2000
STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.3519, the "Global AIDS and
Tuberculosis Relief Act of 2000," which represents the latest U.S.effort
in the long-term global fight against HIV/AIDS and its related threat of
tuberculosis. i

In July 19939, Vice President Gore and I launched the
Administration's interagency “Leadership and Investment in Fighting an
Epidemic" (LIFE) initiative to expand our funding for global HIV/AIDS
prevention, care, and treatment in the worstaffected developing
countries. With bipartisan support, the Congress appropriated the
additional $100 million that we reguested for FY 2000 to enhance these
efforts. For FY 2001, my budget includes an additional $100 million
for the LIFE initiative. ' : :

While the LIFE initiative greatly strengthens the foundation of a
comprehensive response to the pandemic, the United States clearly
understands that there is much more to be done. The Joint United
Nations Program on HIV/AIDS has estimated that it will take $1.5
billion annually to establish an effective HIV prevention program in
sub-Saharan:Africa and an additional $1.5 billion annually to deliver
basic care and treatment to people with AIDS in the region.

H.R.3519 takes some of the additional steps to broaden the global
effort to combat this worldwide epidemic.. It provides enhanced
bilateral authorities and authorizes funding for the Agency for
International Development's HIV/AIDS programs; authorizes new funding
for the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunizations and the
International AIDS Vaccine Initiative; and authorizes the creation of
a World Bank AIDS Trust Fund that is intended to create a new,

programs in the most grievously affected countries.

The United States, however, cannot and should not battle AIDS
alone. This crisis will require the active engagement of all segments
of all societies working together. Every bilateral donor, every
multilateral lending agency, the corporate community, the foundation
community, the religious community, and every host government of a
developing nation must do its part to provide the leadership and
resources necessary to turn this tide. It can and must be done.

There is currently no vaccine or cure for HIV/AIDS, and weare at
the beginning of a global pandemic, not the end. What we see in Africa
today 1s just the tip of the iceberg. There must be a sense of
urgency to work together with our partners in Africa and around the
world, to learn from both our failures and our successes, and to share
this experience with those countries that now stand on the brink of
disaster. Millions of lives-- perhaps hundreds of millions-- hang in
the balance. That is why this legislation is so important.

I wish to thank and congratulate our congressional partners who
worked hard to make this bipartisan legislation a reality: ‘
Representatives Leach, Lee, LaFalce, Gejdenson, Gilman, Jackson-Lee,
Maloney of New York, and Pelosi, and Senators Kerry, Frist, Biden,
Boxer, Durbin, Feingold, Helms, Leahy, Moynihan, and Smith of Oregon.
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Wwhile I strongly support this legislation, certain provisions seem
to direct the Administration on how to proceed in negotiations related
to the development of the World Bank AIDS Trust Fund. Because these
provigions appear to require the Administration to take certain
positions in the international arena, they raise constitutional
concerns. As such, I will treat them as precatory.

The United States has been engaged in the fight against AIDS since
the 1980s. Increasingly, we have come to realize that when it comes
to AIDS, neither the crisis nor the opportunity to address it have
borders. 'We have a great deal to learn from the experiences of other
countries, and the suffering of citizens in our global village touches
us all. The pages of history reveal moments in time when the glcbal
community came together and collectively found "the higher angels of
our nature." In a world living with AIDS, we must reach for one of
those historic moments now-- it is the only way to aveoid paying the
price later. )

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

THE WHITE HOUSE,
August 19, 2000.
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February 17, 2000

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT TO OPENING OF NATIONAL SUMMIT ON

AFRICA
10:50 AM. EST .
THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
For
Immediate Release . February 17, 2000

. REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO OPENING OF NATIONAL SUMMIT ON AFRICA

Washington Convention Center
Washington, D.C.

10:50 A.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very, very much. It's a wonderful thing to
be introduced by an old friend. Old friends and people you have appointed
to office will tell false, good stories about you every time. {Laughterl}

Africa never had a better friend in America than Andrew Young, and %
thank him. (Rpplause.) I want to say I'm honored to be in the pressnce
today of so many distinguished Africans. Secretary Salim, thank you for
your visionary remarks and your leadership. President Moi, thank you for
coming to the United States and for giving me another chance to visit with
you and for the work we have done together. Vice President Abubakar, th%nk
you for what you are doing in Nigeria to give that great country its true
promise at long last. We thank you, sir. (Applause.}

I welcome all our distinguished guests from Africa: Mrs. Taylor, '
foreign ministers, ambassadors. I thank all the Americans who are here,
beginning with Andy's wife, who puts up with this relentless travel of his
around Africa. Mavor Williams, thank you for welcoming us to Washington
There are three members of our Congress here today representing what I hope
will be a stronger and stronger bipartisan commitment to the future of
Africa: Congressman Royce ‘and Congresswoman Barbara Lee and Congresswoman
Sheila Jackson Lee, I thank you for being here. (Applause.)

} .

I want to thank Leonard Robinson and Herschelle Challenor and all the
people responsible for this remarkable conference. Thank you, Noah Samara
and thank you, Bishop Ricard, for being here. And I want to say a special
word of appreciation to all the people in our administration who have
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helped us here.. (Applause.)

worked so hard to give us an Africa policy that we can be proud o¢f, that I
hope will light up the path for America's future.

I know that Secretary Slater has already spcken here. Our AID
Director, Brady Anderson, will speak. Our Vice President will be here.
You said, Secretary Salim, you hope future administrations will follow our
lead in Africa. I know one that would. (Laughter and applause.)

I want to thank Susan Rice at the State Department, Sandy Berger,
Gayle Smith, all the people in our White House, all the ones who have

Secretary Salim said Africa lacks a strong constituency in the United

States. Well, I open this Naticnal Summit on Africa with a simple message:

Africa does matter to the United States. (Applause.)

‘ Of whatever background Americans claim ~- Leonard Robinson tcld me
when I came here, we even have 17 delegates from Utah here. There they
are, you see? {(Laughter and applause.) Africa matters not simply becaus
30 million Americans trace theilr heritage to Africa, though that is
profoundly important. (Applause.) Not simply because we have a strong
interest in a stable and prosperous Africa -- though 13 percent of our oil
comes from Africa, and there are 700 million producers and consumers in
sub-Saharan Africa, though that is important. Africa's future matters
because the 21lst century world has been transformed, and ocur views and
actions must be transformed accordingly.

[

For most of history, the central reality in international relations
was that size and location matter most. If you were a big country or on ja
trade or invasion route, you mattered. If not, you are marginalized. The
average American child growing up in the past saw African nations as
colorful flags and exotic names on a map, perhaps read books about the

wonderful animals and great adventures. When colonialism ended, the colors

on the flags were changed and there were more names on the map. But the
countries did not seem nearer to most Americans.

That has all changed now. For the central reality of our time is
globalization. It is tearing down barriers between nations and people;
knowledge, contact and trade across borders within and between every
continent are exploding. And all this globalization is alspc, as the.
barriers comeg down, making us more wvulnerable to one another's problems:
to the shock of economic turmoil, to the spread of conflict, to pollution
and, as we have painfully seen, to disease; the terrorists, the drug )
traffickers, the criminals who can also take advantage of new techndlogies
and globalization, the openness of societies and borders.

Globalization means we know more about one another than ever before.
You may see the Discovery Channel in Africa. I was thinking of that wheq
that little £film was on. The Discovery Channel followed me to Africa and
talked about how they were building communications networks in African

schools to share knowledge and information. "We can find out within seconds
now what the weather i1s in Nairobi, how a referendum turned out in

Zimbabwe, how Cameroon's indomitable Lions performed in the latest soccer.
match. (Laughter aad applause.) We can go conline and read the Addils
Tribune, the Mirror of Ghana, the East African, or dozens of other African
newspapers. We sit in front of a television and watch people in a South
African township line up to vote. ’

We also, now, bear witness to the slaughter of innocents in Rwanda, |or

the ravages of AIDS in scores of lands, or the painful coincidence of
remarkable growth and abject poverty in nation after nation. In other
words, it is no longer an option for us to choose not to know about the

triumphs and the trials of the people witnh whom we share this small planet.

Not just America and Africa; I would imagine millions of Africans
identified with the Muslims of Kosove when they were run out of their

4
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worked so hard to give us an Africa volicy that we can be proud of, that I
hope will light up the path for America's future.

I know that Secretary Slater has already spoken here. Our AID
Qirector, Brady Anderson, will speak. OQur Vice President will be here.
You said, Secretary Salim, you hope future administrations will follow our
lead in Africa. I know one that would. (Laughter and applause.)

I want to thank Susan Rice at the State Department, Sandy Berger,
Gayle Smith, all the people in cur White House, all the ones who have
helped us here. {Applause.)

Secretary $alim said Africa lacks a 'strong constituency in the Uniteg
States. Well, I open this National Summit on Africa with a simple message:
Africa does matter to the United States. (Applause.)

Of whatever background Americans claim -- Lecnard Robinson told me
when I came here, we even have 17 delegates from Utah here. There they
are, you see? ({Lauchter and applause.) Africa matters not simply becaus
30 million Americans trace their heritage to Africa, though that is -
profoundly important. {Applause.) Not simply because we have a strong
interest in a stable and prosperous Africa -- though 13 percent of our oil
comes from Africa, and there are 700 million producers and consumers in
sub-Saharan Africa, though that is important. Africa's future matters
because the 21st century world has been transformed, and our views and
actions must be transformed accordingly.

()

For most of history, the central reality in lnternatlonal relations
was that size and location matter most. If you were a big country or on a
trade or invasion route, you mattered. If not, you are marginalized. The
average American child growing up in the past saw African nations as
colorful flags and exotic names on a map, perhaps read books about the
wonderful animals and great adventures. When colonialism ended, the colors
on the flags were changed and there were more names on the map. But the
‘countries did not seem nearer to most Americans.

That has all changed now. For the central reality of our time is
globalization. It is tearing down barriers between nations and people;
knowledge, contact and trade across borders within and between every
continent are exploding. And all this globalization is also, as the
barriers come down, making us more vulnerable to one another's problems:
to the shock of economic turmocil, to the spread of conflict, te pollution
and, as we have painfully seen, to disease; the terrorists, the drug’
traffickers, the criminals who can also take advantage of new technologies
and globalization, the openness of societies and borders.

Globalization means we know more about one another than ever before.
You may see the Discovery Channel in Africa. I was thinking of that when
that little film was on. The Discovery Channel followed me to Africa and
talked about how they were building communications networks in African
schools to share knowledge and information. We can find out within seconds
now what the weather is in Nairocobi, how a referendum turned out in
Zimbabwe, how Cameroon's indomitable Lions performed in the latest soccer
match. (Laughter and applause.} We can go online and read the Addis
Tribune, the Mirror of Ghana, the East African, or dozens cf other African
newspapers. We sit in front of a television and watch pecple in a South
African township line up to vote.

We also, now, bear witness to the slaughter of innocents in Rwanda, or
_the ravages of AIDS in scores of lands, or the painful coincidence of
remarkable growth and abject poverty in nation after nation. In other
words, it is no longer an option for us to choose not to know about the
triumphs and the trials of the people with whom we share this small planet.
Not just America and Africa; I would imagine millions of Africans ‘
identified with the Muslims of Kosovo when they were run out of their
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argument, not the force of arms, we must be. invelved in Africa.

country, all of them at one . time. We know about each other; we can no
longer choose not te know. We can only chcoose not to act, or to act.
{dpplause.)

In this world, we c¢an be indifferent or we can make a difference.
America must choose, when it comes to Africa, to make a difference.
(Applause.) Because we want to live in a world which is not dominated byla
division of people who live on the cutting edge of a new economy and others
who live on the bare edge of survival, we must be involved in Africa,.
Because we want to broaden global growth and expand markets for our own
people, we must be involved in Africa. Because we want to build a world in
which our security is not threatened by the spread of armed conflict, in
which bitter ethnic and religious differences are reso1ved by the force of

Because we want to build a world where terrorists and criminals have
no place to hide, and where those who wish harm to ordinary people cannot
acquire the means to do them harm, we must be involved in Africa. Because
we want to build a world in which we can harness our natural resources for
economic growth without destroying the environment, so that future
generations will also have the chance to do the same, we must be involved
in Africa. (Applause.)

That is why I set out in 1893, at the beginning of my presidency, to
build new ties between the United States and Africa; why we had the first
White House conference, the ministerial and that wonderful trip in the
spring of 1998, that I will remember for the rest of my life. (Applause.)

I went to Africa as a friend, to create a partnership. And we have
made significant progress. There are challenges that are profound, but in
the last two years we have seen thousands of triumphs large and small.
Often, they don't make the headlines because the slow, steady progress of
democracy and. prosperlty is not the stuff of headlines.

. But, for example, I wish every American knew that last year the
world's fastest-growing economy was Mozambigque. Botswana was second,
Angocla fourth. {Applause.) I wish every American knew that and
understood that that potential is in every African nation. It would make |a
difference. We must know these things about one ancther.

People know all about Africa’'s conflicts, but how many know that
thousands of African soldiers are trying to end those conflicts as
peacekeepers -- and that Nigeria alone, amidst all its difficulties, has
spent $10 billion in these peacekeeping efforts? {(Applause.)

For years, Africa's wealthiest country, South Africa, and its most
populous, Nigeria, cast long, forbidding shadows across the continent.
Last year, South Africa's remarkable turnaround continued as its people
transferred power from one elected president to another. Nigeria
inaugurated a democratically elected president for the first time in
decades. It is working to ensure that its wealth strengthens its people,
not their oppressors. These are good news stories. They may not be in the
headlines, but they should be in our hea:ts and our minds as we think of
the future. (Applause.)

No one here, no one in our government, is under any illusicns. - There
is still a lot of work to be done. Hardly anyone disagreesz about what 1is
needed: genuine democracy,; good government, open markets, sustained
investment in education and health and the environment ~-- and more than
anything, widespread peace. All depend, fundamentally and first, on

African leadership. {Applause.) These things cannot be imported, and they'

certainly cannot be imposed. from outside.

But we must also face a clear reality: ~even countries making the
right policy choices still have to struggle to deliver for their people.
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.signature by next month. {Applause.) And I ask every one of you here wh

ask them to do this.’ This is a job that needs to be done. (Applause.)

Each African government has to walk down its own road to reform and
renewal.  But it is a hard road. And those of us who are in a position t
do so must do our part to smooth that road, to remove some ¢f the larger
barriers, so that Africa can fully share in the benefits and the :
responsibilities of globalization.

I tell the American people all the time, and they're probably tired of
hearing it now, that I have a very simple political philosophy: everybody

counts, everybody has a role to play, everybody deserves a chance. And w
all do better when we help each other. That is a rule we ought to follow
with Africa. (Appladse.) ,

There are five steps in particular I believe we must take. First, we

=3

must build an open world trading system which will benefit Africa alongside

every other region in the world. (Applause.) Open markets are
indispensable to raising living standards. From the 1970s to the 1990s,

developing countries that chose trade grew at least twice as fast as those

that chose not to open to the world.

Now, there are some who doubt that the poorest countries will benefi
if we continue to open markets, but they should ask themselves: what wil

[ =l

happen to workers in South Africa and Kenya without thé jobs that come from

selling the fruit of their labors abroad? What will happen to farmers in’

Zimbabwe and Ghana if protectionist farm subsidies make it impossipble for
them to sell beyond their borders?

Trade must not be a race to the bottom, whether we're talking about
child labor, harsh working conditions or environmental degradation. But
neither can we use fear to keep the poorest part of the global community
stuck at the bottom forever. Africa has already taken important steps,
forming regional trade blocks like ECOWAS, the East Africa Community, and
SADC. But we ¢an do more. That is why our QOverseas Private Investment
Corporation in Africa is working to support three times as many business
projects in 1999 than it did in 1998, to create jobs for Africans and, ye
for Americans as well. That 1s why we are working with African nations tl
develop the institutions to sustain future growth, K -- from efficient
telecommunications to the financial sector.

And that is why, as soon as possible, we must enact in our Congress

the bipartisan Africa Growth and Opportunity Act. (Applause.) This bill "’

has passed in one version in our House and another version in our Senate.
I urge the Congress to resolve the differences and send me a bill for

just clapped -~ and those who didn't, but sympathize with the clapped --
{laughter} -- to contact anyone you know in the United States Congress an

We must also r=alize that trade alone cannot conguer poverty or buil
a partnership we nead. For that reason, a second step we must take 1s tc
continue the work now underway to provide debt relief tc African nations

committed to sound policies. (Applause.) Struggling democratic
governments should not have to cheose between feeding and educating their
children and paying interest on a debt. (Applause.) Last March, I

suggested a way we could expand debt relief for the world's poorest and
most indebted countries, most of which are African, and ensure the
resources would be used to improve economic opportunity’for ordinary.
African citizens. Our G-7 partners embraced that plan.

Still, I felt we should do more. So in September, I announced that
would completely write off all the debts cwed to us by the countries that
qualified for the G-7 program ~-- as many as 27 African nations in all. T
first countries, including Uganda and Mauritania, have begun to receive t

benefits. Mozambigue, Benin, Senegal and Tanzania are expected to receive

benefits soon. Mozambique's debt is expected to go down by more than $3
billion. The money saved will be twice the health budget -~ twice the

s,
Q
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- you helped to persuade our Congress to appropriate a big share of that.

health budget ~-- in a country where children are more llkely to dle before
the age of five than they are to go on to secondary school.

Last year, I asked Congress for $370 million for debt relief. Many |of

Keep in mind, this is a program religious leaders say is a moral
imperative, and leading economists say is a practical imperative. It's not
so often that you get the religious leaders and the economists telling us|
that gocd business is good morals. (Applause.) It's probably always trJe,
but they don't say it all that often. (Laughter.} We must finish the job
this year; we must continue this work to provide aggressive debt relief tio
the countries that are doing the right thing, that will take the money and
reinvest it in their people and their future. I ask you, especially the
Americans in this audience, if you believe in what brought you here, help
us to continue this important effort. (Applause.)

A third step we must take is to give better and deeper support to
African education. Literacy is crucial -- to economic growth, to health,
to democracy, to securing the benefits of globalization. Sub-Saharan
Africa has the developing world's lowest school enrollment rate. In
Zambla, over half the schoolchildren lack a simple notebook. In rural

‘parts of Tanzania, there is one textbook for every 20 children. That's why

I proposed in ocur budget to increase by more than 50 percent the assistance
we provide to develcping countries to improve basic education, targeting
areas where child labor is prevalent. I ask other nations to jein us in
this. (Applause.)

I'1ll never forget the schools I visited on my trip to Africa -- the
bright lights in the eyes of the children, how intelligent they were, how
eager they were. It is wrong for them to have to look at maps of nations
that nc longer exist, without maps of nations in their own continent that
do exist. It is wrong for them to be deprived the same opportunities to
learn that our young pecople have here. If intelligence i1s equally

distributed throughout the human race -- and I believe it is -- thern every
child in the human race ought to have a chance to develop his or her
intelligence in every country in the world. (Applause.)

A fourth step wes must take i1s to fight the terrible diseases that have
afflicted so many millions of Africans, especially AIDS and also TB and
malaria. Last vyear, ten times as many people died of AIDS in Africa as
were killed in all the continent's wars combined. It will soon double
child mortality and reduce life expectancy by 20 years.

You all laughed when Andy Young said that I was going to get out of
the presidency as a young man. Depending on the day, I sometimes feel
young or I feel that I'm the oldest man my age in America. (Laughter.)
The life expectancy in this country has geone from.47 to 77 in the 20th
century. An American who lives to be 65 has a life expectancy in excess cf
82 years. AIDS is going to reduce the life expectancy in Africa by 20
years. And even that understates the problem, because the people that
escape it will live longer lives as African economies grow and strengthen.

The worst burden in life any adult can bear is to see a child die
before you. The worst problem in Africa now is that so many of these
children with AIDS have also already lost their parents. We must do’
something about this. In Africa there are companies that ars hiring two
employees for every job on the assumption that one of them will die. This
is a humanitarian issue, a political issue and anh economic issue.

Last month, Vice President Gore opsned the first-ever United Nations
Security Council session on health issues, on a health issue, by addressing
the AIDS crisis in Africa. 1I've asked Congress for another $100 million to
fight the epidemic, bringing our total to $325 million. I've asked my
administration to develop a plan for new initiatives to address prevention
the financial dimensions o¢f fighting AIDS, the needs of those affected, so
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‘way. And you can do more in less time for less money in a preventive way)

that we can make it clear to our African partners that we consider AIDS not

just their burden but ours, as well.

But even that will not be encugh. Recently, Uganda's Health Minister
pointed out that to provide access to currently available treatments to
every Ugandan afflicted with AIDS 'would cost $24 billion. The annual
budget of Uganda is $2 billion. .

The solution to this crisis, and to other killer diseases like malaria

and TB, has to include effective and expensive vaccines. Now, there are
four major companlen in the world that develop vaccines, two in the United
States and two in Europe. They have little incentive to make costly

investments in developing vaccines for people who cannot afford to pay for
them,  So in my State of the Union addréss, I proposed a generous tax
credit that would enable us to say to private industry, if you develop
vaccines for AIDS, malaria and TB, we will help to pay for them. So go on
and develop them, and we'll save millions of lives. (Applause.)

But I have to tell you, my speech =-- and I don't want anvbody else but

me to be responsible; my speechwriters were s¢ sensitive, they didn't put
this in the speech. But I want to say this: AIDS was a bigger problem in
the United States a few years ago than it is today. AIDS rates are not
going up in African countries, all African countries. They're actually
going down in a couple of African countries.

Now, I know thét this is a difficult and sensitive issue. I know
there are cultural and religious factors that make it very difficult to
tackle this issue from a preventive point of view. We don't have an AIDS

vaccine yet. We have drugs that will help to prevent the transmission from

pregnant mothers to their children, which I want to be able to give out.
We have other drugs that have given people with AIDS in our country normal
lives, in terms of their health and the length of their lives. I want
those to be available.

But the real answer is to stop people from getting the HIV virus in
the first place. (Applause.}

I got to see firsthand some of the things that were being done in
Uganda that were instrumental in driving down the AIDS rate. Now, I don't
care how hard or delicate or difficult this is; this is .your children's
lives we're talking about. (Applause.) You kncw, we who are adults, when
our children's lives are at stake, have to get over whatever our hang-ups

or problems are and go out there and do what is- necessary to save the lives

of our children. (Applause.)

Bnd I'll help you do that, too. That's not free; that costs money.
Systems have to be set up. But we shouldn't pretend that we can give
injections and work our way out of this. We have to change behavior,
attitudes. And it has to be done in an organized, disciplined, systematic

to give the children of Africa their lives back, and the natiocns of Africa
their futures back, with an aggressive prevention campaign than anythlng
else. And there 1s no excuse for not doing it; it has to be done.
{Applause.)

Finally, let me say there is one more huge obstacle to progress in

Africa, that we are committed to doing our part to overcome. We must build

on the leadership of Africans to end the bloody conflicts killing people
and kllllng progress. {(Applause.)

You know the toll: +tens of thousands of young lives lost in the war
between Ethiopia -and Eritrea; thousands killed and disfigured at
unbelievably young ages in the civil war that nearly destroyed Sierra
Leone; 2 million killed by famine and war in Sudan, where government sees
diversity as a threat rather than a strength, and denies basic relief to
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citizens it c¢laims to represent.

Most of the world's conflicts pale in complexity before the situation

http://www . whitehouse. gov/libraryf?ressReléases.cgi?date=0&brieﬁ_ﬁ=;=0

in the Conge. At least .seven nations and countless armed groups are pitted
there against each other in a desperate struggle that seems to bring no cone

victory, and everyone misery -- especially the innocent people of the
Congo. They deserve a better chance. Secretary Albright has called the
Congo struggle Africa'’s first world war. As we search for an end to the
conflict, let us remember the central lesson ¢of the First World War: the
need for a good peace.  If you mess up the peace, you get another world:
war. - . ) ,

A year ago, I said if the nations of the region reached an agreement
that the international community could support, I would support a - .
peacekeeping operation in the Congo. The region has now done so. The
Lusaka cease-fire agreement takes into account the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Congo; the withdrawal of foreign forces; the

security of Congo's neighbors; the need for dialogue within the nation; and

most important, the need for the countries within Central Africa to !

cooperate in managing the region's security. It is more than a cease-fire;

it is a blueprint for building peace. .Best of all, it is a genuinely
African solution to an African problem. .

There is still fighting in Congo. Peace will not happen overnight.
It will require steady commitment from the parties and the unwavering
support of the international community. I have told our Congress that
America intends to do its part by supporting the next phase of the U.N.
peacekeeping operation in the Congo, which will send observers to oversee
the implementation of the agreement.

We need to think hard about what is at stake here. African countrlec
have taken the lead -~ not just the countries directly affected, either.
They are not asking us to solve their problems or to deploy our military.
All they have asked is that we support their own efforts to build peace,

-and to make it last. We in the United States should be wllllng to do this.

It is prlnCLpled and practical.

I know -- I see the members of Congress here. I say agaln
-- I see Congressman Payne, Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, Congresswoma
Barbara Lee, Congressman Royce -~ we need to stand by the people of Africa
who have deqgided how to solve this most complex and troubling problem.,
{Bpplause.) We have learned the hard way in the United States, over
decades and decades, that the costliest peace is far cheaper than the
cheapest war. And we need to remember that as we approach our common
responsibilities in central Africa.

1

Flnally, let me say that I intend to continue to work hard on these

things for every day that I am President. For me, the remarkable decade. of

the 1990s began with the liberation symbolized by Nelson Mandela's first
steps from Robben Island. (Applause.} In a few days, I will have the
opportunlty to jOln by satellite the conference in Tanzania that Preszdent
Mandela is organizing to build peace in Burundi.

A lot of people look at Africa and think, oh, these problems are just
too complicated. I look at Africa and I see the promise of Africa, and
think, if the problems are complicated now, think how much worse they’ll b
lf we continue to ignore them. (Applause.) ) '

Other people grow frustrated by bad news, and wish only to hear good
news. But empty optimism does Africa no more service than groundless
cynicism. What we need is not empty optimism or groundless cynicism, but
realistic hope. We need to see the promise, the beauty, the dreams of

Africa. We need to see the problems clear and plain, and stop ignoring the

evident responses. We in the United States need to understand that our
obligations to be good partners with Africa are not because we are certain

(1]
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that everything will turn ocut all right, but because it is important.

Because we're human beings, we can never expect everything to turn out all
¥

right.

Africa is so incredibly diverse. Its people speak nearly 3,000
languages. It is not a single, monolithic place with single, monolithic
truths. A place of many places, each defined by its own history and
aspirations, its own successes and failures. I was struck on my trip to

Africa by the differences between Ghana and Uganda, Botswana and Senegal [~-

between Capetown and Soweto. I was also struck by what bound people
together in these places.

In George Washington's first draft of his Farewell Address, he wrotel,

"we may all be considered as the children of one common country." The more

I think about globalization and the interdependence it promises and ;
demands, the more I share that sentiment. Now, we must think of ourselves

as children of one common world. If we wish to deepen peace and prosperity
and democracy for ourselves, we must wish it also for the people of Africa.
Africa is the cradle of humanity, but also a big part of humanity's future.

I leave you with this thought: when I think of the troubles of
Africa, rooted in tribal differences; when I think of the continuing
troubles in America, across racial lines, rooted in the shameful way we!
brought slaves here from West Africa so long ago, and our continuing
challenges as we integrate wave after wave after wave of new immigrants
from new plaCes around the world; I am struck by the fact that life's
greatest joy is our common humanity, and life's greatest curse is our
inability to see our commen humanity.

In Africa, life is full of joy and difficulty. But for too long, the

African people have lacked for friends and allies to help the joys overcome

the difficulties. The United States will be a friend for life.
Thank you. (Applause.)

END 11:28 A.M. EST
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Text: ‘

President Clinton on August 26 welcomed the continuing progress in
Nigeria's transition to democracy, saying that "You have begun to
walk the long road to repair the wrongs and errors of the past, and to
build bridges to a better future.

"The'road is harder and the rewards are slower than all hoped it would
be wheri you began,” the president added in an August 26 address to
a joint session of the Nigerian National Assembly in Abuja, Nigeria.
"But what is most important is that today you are moving forward, not
backward. And I am here because your fight -- your fight for
democracy and human rights, for equity and economic growth for
peace and tolerance -- your ﬁght is America's ﬁght and the world's
fight."

Clinton said that the world "has a big stake in your success -- and not
simply because of your size or the wealth of your natural resources, or
even your capacity to help lift this entire continent to peace and

[Tl | Query By Erample | TenSsach | Dociment TS| Fghghs OF

prosperity; but also because so many of the great human dramas of our

. time are being played out on the Nigerian stage."

Two broad challenges face both countries, he said. The first is to work
together to help Nigeria prepare its economy for the 21st century and
to make it the "engine of economic growth and renewal across the

continent.” The second is to "work together to help build the peace that .

Nigeria and all of Africa so desperately needs.”

To build stronger economies, he said, the world must confront killer
diseases that are "draining the life out of Africa's cities and villages,"
such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, he said. He saluted
President Olusegun Obasanjo "for his leadershlp" on the HIV/AIDS
front, and in "recognizing that we can't beat AIDS" by denying or
stigmatizing it. "Right now, we can only beat AIDS by preventing it,
by changing behavior and changing attitudes and breaking the silence
about how the disease is transmltted and how it can be stopped "he
said. ‘

Clinton said that the United States will work with a variety of
Nigérian non-governmental organizations NGO's and universities to
set up community resource centers to provide Internet training and
support in all regions of Nigeria.
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He also said he has asked the Peace Corps to "reestablish its

partnership with Nigeria as soon as possible to help with education,
health and information technology.”

Following is an official transcript of Clinton's remarks:

(begin transcript)

The president

26 August 2000 | . ]

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT IN ADDRESS TO JOINT
ASSEMBLY

* House of Representatives Chamber National Assembly Building

Abuja, Nigeria

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Mr. President of the
Senate, the Speaker, Mr. Deputy President and Deputy Speaker,
members of the Assembly. It is a great honor for me to be here with
members of my Cabinet and government, members of the United
States Congress, mayors of some of our greater cities, and my
daughter. And we're glad to be here.

I must say, this is the first time [ have been 1ntr0duced as President in
eight years, speaking to parliamentary bodies all over the world, where
they played a song before I spoke. I liked it a lot. It got us all in a good
frame of mind.

Twenty-two years ago, President Jimmy Carter became the first
President ever to visit sub-Saharan Africa when he arrived in Nigeria,
saying he had come from a great nation to visit a great nation. More
than two years ago, I came to Africa for the longest visit ever by an
American President to build a new partnership with your continent.

» But sadly, in Nigeria, an illegitimate government was killing its

people and squandering your resources. All most Americans knew.
about Nigeria then was a sign at their local airport warning them not
to fly here.

A year later, Nigeria found a transitional leader who kept his’
promises. Then, Nigerians elected a President and a National-
Assembly and entrusted to them -- to you -- the hard work of
rebuilding your nation and building your democracy.

Now, once again, Americans and people all around the world will
know Nigeria for its music and art, for its Nobel Prize winners and its |
Super Falcons, for its commitment to peacekeeping and its Leadership

~ in Africa and around the world. In other words, once again, people

will know Nigeria as a great nation. ‘
.o |
You have begun to walk the long road to repair the wrongs and errors '
of the past, and to build bridges to a better future. The road is harder
and the rewards are slower than all hoped it would be when you began. :
But what 1s most important is that today you are moving forward, not
backward. And I am here because your fight -- your ﬁght for
democracy and human rights, for equity and economic growth, for.
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peace' and tolerance -- your fight is America's fight and the world's

~ fight.

Indeed, the whole world has a big stake in your success -- and not
simply because of your size or the wealth of your natural resources, or
even your capacity to help lift this entire continent to peace and
prosperity; but also because so many of the great human dramas of our
time are being played out on the Nigerian stage.

For exaraple, can a great country that is home to one in six Africans
succeed in building a democracy amidst so much diversity and a past
of so much trouble? Can a developing country, blessed with enormous
human and natural resources, thrive in a global economy and lift all its
people? Can a nation so blessed by the verve and vigor of countless
traditions and many faiths be enriched by its diversity, not enfeebled
by it? [ believe the answer to all those questions can, and must be, yes.

There are still those around the world who see democracy as a luxury
that people seek only when times are good. Nigerians have shown us
that democracy is a necessity, especially when times are hard. The
dictators of your past Hoped the hard times would silence your voices,
banish your leaders, destroy your spirit. But even in the darkest days, .
Nigeria's people knew they must stand up for freedom, the freedom
their founders promised.

Achebe championed it, Sunny Ade sang for it. Journalists like
Akinwumi Adesukar fought for it. Lawyers like Gani Fawehinmi
testified for it. Political leaders like Yar'Adua died for it. And most
importarit, the people of Nigeria voted for it.

Now, at last, you have your country back. Nigerians are electing their
leaders, acting to cut corruption and investigate past abuses, shedding
light on human rights violations, turning a fearless press mto a free
press. It is a brave beginning.

But you know better than I how much more must be done. E\;’ery

+ nation that has struggled to build democracy has found that success

depends on leaders who believe government exists to serve people, not
the other way around. President Obasanjo is such a leader. And the
struggle to build democracy depends also on you, on legislators who
will be both a check on and a balance to executive authority and be a
source -- You know, if I said that to my Congress, they would still be
clapping and standing.

And this is important, too -- let mie finish. In the constitutional system,
the Legislature provides a check and balance to the Executive, but it.
must also be a source of creative, responsible leadership, for in the
end, work must be done and progress must be made.

Democracy depends upon a political culture that welcomes spirited -
debate without letting politics become a blood sport. It depends on
strong institutions, an independent judiciary, a military under firm
civilian control. It requires the contributions of women and men alike.
I must say I am very glad to see a number of women in this audience
today, and also I am glad that Nigerian women have their own Vital
Voices program -- (applause) -- a program that my wife has worked

very hard for, both in Africa and all around the world.

H
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Of course, in the end, successful political change must begin to

improve people s dally lives. That is the dcmocracy dwadend Nigerians :
- have waited for.

But no one should expect that all the damage done over a generation
can be undone in a year. Real change demands perseverance and
patience. It demands openness to honorable compromise and
cooperation. It demands support on a constant basis from the people of
Nigeria and from your friends abroad. That does not mean being ‘
patient with corruption or injustice, but to give up hope because
change comes slowly would only be to hand a victory to those who do
not want to change at all.

Remember something we Americans have learned in over 224 years of
experierice with democracy: It is always and everywhere a work in

to set every American free. It took another 100 years to give every
American the basic rights our Constitution promised them from the

' begmnmg

Since the time of our revolution, our best minds have debated how to
balance the responsibilities of our national and state government; what
the proper balance is between the President and the Congress; what is

1

progress. It took my own country almost 90 years and a bitter civil war |

the role of the courts in our national life. And since the very beginning, .

we have worked hard with varying degrees of success and occasional,

regrettable, sometimes painful failures, to weave the diverse threads of

our nation into a coherent, unified tapestry.

Today, America has people from over 200 racial, ethnic and religious
groups. We have school districts in America where, in one school
district, the parents of the children speak over 100 different languages.
It is an interesting challenge. But it is one that I am convinced is a
great opportunity, just as your diversity -- your religious diversity and
your ethnic diversity -- is a great opportunity. In a global society,
growing ever more intertwined -- a great opportunity if we can find
unity in our common humanity; if we can learn not only to tolerate our
differences, but actually to celebrate our differences; if we can believe
that how we worship, how we speak, who our parents were, where
they came from are terribly important, but on this Earth, the most
important thing is our common humanity, then there can be no
stopping us.

Now, no society has every fully solved this pfoblem. As you struggle

f

1
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with it you think of the Middle East, Northern Ireland, the Balkans, the

ongoing tragedy of Kashmir. And you realize it is a formidable
challenge. You also know, of course, that democracy does not answer
such questions. It simply gives all free people the chance to. find the
answers that work for them.

I know that decades of misrule and deprivation have made your
religious and ethnic divisions deeper. Nobody can wave a hand and

“make the problems go away. But that is no reason to let the idea of one

united Nigeria slip away. After all, after all this time, if we started
trying to redraw the map of Africa, we would simply be piling new
grievances on old. Even if we could separate all the people of Africa
by ethnicity and faith, would we really rid this continent of strife?
Think of all the things that would be broken up and all the mountains
of progress that have been built up that would be taken down if that

1
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were the case.

Where there is too much deprivation and too little tolerance,
differences among people will always seem greater, and will always be

like open sores waiting to be tumed into arrows of hatred by those who -

will be advantaged by doing so. But I think it is worth noting for the
entire world that against the background of vast cultural differences, a
history of repression and ethnic strife, the hopeful fact here today is
that Nigeria's 250 different ethnic groups have stayed together in one
nation. You have struggled for democracy together. You have forged
national institutions together. All your greatest achievements have
come when you have worked together.

It is not for me to tell you how to resolve all the issues that I follow
more closely than you might imagine I do. You're a free people,an
independent people, and you must resolve them. All I can tell you is
what [ have seen and experienced these last years as President in the
United States and in working with other good people with similar
aspirations on every continent of the globe. We have to find honorable
ways to reconcile our differences on common ground.

The overwhelming fact of modem life everywhere, believe it or not, is
not the growth of the global economy, not the explosion of
information technology and the Intemet, but the growing
interdependence these changes are bringing. Whether we like it or not,
more and more our fates are tied together -- within nations and beyond
national borders, even beyond continental borders and across great

- oceans. Whether we like 1t or not, it is happening. You can think of big

examples, like our economic interconnections. You can think of
anecdotal examples, like the fact that we now have a phenomenon in
the world known as "airport malaria," where people get malaria in

airports in nations where there has never been an single case of malaria
because they just pass other people who have it, from around the world

in the airport.

Whether we like it or not, your destiny is tied to mine, and mine to
yours, and the future will only make it more so. You can see it in all
the positive things we can build together and in the common threats we
face from enemies of a nation state, from the narco-traffickers, the gun

runners, from the terrorists, from those who would develop weapons of -
“mass destruction geared to the Electronic Aoc very difficult to detect

and easy to move,

Now, we have to decide what we're going to do with the fundamental
fact of modem life -- our interdependence. Is it possible for the
Muslims and the Christians here to recognize that and find common
ground? Can we find peace in Jerusalem between the Muslims, the
Christians and the Jews? Can we find peace in the Balkans between
the Muslims, the Orthodox Christians and the Catholics? Will we ever
bring and end to the conflict between the Catholics and the Protestants
in Northern Ireland -- I mean, finally ever really have it over with
completely? Can the Hindus and the Muslims learn to live together in
Kashmir?

Isn't it interesting, when I cam here, in part, to help you move into the
information revolution more quickly, to spread its benefits to more of -
your people, that all over the world in this most modemn of ages, we
are bedeviled by humanity's oldest problem: the fear of the other,
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people who are diffe:ént from us.

I'm sure there was a time in the deep, distant mists of memory, when
everyone had to be afraid of people who were not of their tribe; when
food was scarce and there was no means of communication. But all of
us still carry around with us the fear of people who are different from
us. And it is such a short step from being afraid of someone to
distrusting them, to disliking them, to hating them, to oppressing them,
to using violence against them. It is a slippery, slippery slope.

- So I say again, the biggest challenge for people in the United States,

where people still, I'm ashamed to say, lose their lives because they are

* different -- not nearly as much as it used to be, it's a rare occurrence,

but it still tears at our hearts, because we know everyone counts,
.everyone deserves a chance at life, and we all do better when we help
each other, and when we find a way for everyone to follow his or her
own path through life, guided by their own lights and their own faith.

So I say to you, I come here with that in mind. The world needs

Nigeria to succeed. Every great nation must become more than the

sum of its parts. If we are torn by our differences, then we become less
than the sum of our parts. Nigeria has within it the seeds of every great :
development going on in the world today, and it has a future worth .
fighting for. You are already a champion of peace, democracy and
justice. Last month in Tokyo, your President reminded leaders of the
Group of Eight very firmly that we are all tenants of the same global
vﬂlage

‘He said, and I quote, "We must deal with the challenges for

development not as separate entities, but in partnership, as members of
the same global family, with shared interests and responsibilities.” So

~ today, I would like to talk just a few minutes about how our two

nations, with our shared experience of diversity and our common faith
in freedom, can work as partners to build a better future.

I believe we have two broad challenges. The first is to work together to |

help Nigeria prepare its economy for success in the 21st century, and
then to rnake Nigeria the engine of economic growth and renewal
across the continent. The second is to work together to help build the
peace that Nigeria and all of Africa so desperately need.

To build stronger economies we must confront the diseases that are
draining the life out of Africa's cities and villages, especially AIDS,

but also TB and malaria. AIDS will reduce life expectancy in Africa _
by 20 years. It is destroying families and wiping out economic gains as |
fast as nations can make them. It is stealing the future of Africa. In the
long run, the only way to wipe out these k1llef diseases is to provide
effectlve affordable treatments and vaccines. Just last week, [ signed
into law a new $60-million investment in vaccine research and new
support for AIDS treatment and prevention around the world,

mcluduvJ ngena

In the meantime, however, while we wait for the long run, we have to .
face reality. I salute President Obasanjo for his leadership in
recognizing we can't beat AIDS by denying it, we can't beat AIDS by
stigmatizing it. Right now, we can only beat AIDS by preventing it, by
changing behavior and changing attitudes and breaking the silence

about how the disease is transmitted and how it can be stopped. This is
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a matter of life or death.

There are nations in Africa -- two -- that have had a significant

reduction in the AIDS rate because they have acted aggressively on the

question of prevention. Tomorrow the President and I will meet with -
Nigerians on the front line of this fight and I will congratulate them.

Bmldmpv a stronger economy also means helping all children learn. In
the old ¢conomy, a country's economic prospects were limited by its
place on the map and its natural resources. Location was everything. In
the new economy, information, education, and motivation are
everything.

When I was coming down here today, Reverend Jackson said to me,

- temind everybody that America, to help Nigeria, involves more than

the gove mment; it's also Wall Street and Silicon Valley. That's what's
growing our economy and it can help to grow yours.

One olf the great minds of the Information Age is a Nigerian American
named Fhilip Emeagwali. He had to leave school because his parents
couldn't pay the fees. He lived in a refugee camp during your civil war.
He won a scholarship to university and went on to invent a formula

that Iets computers make 3.1 billion calculations per second. Some

people call him the Bill Gates of Africa.

But what [ want to say to you is there is another Phlhp Emeagwali --
or hundreds of them -- or thousands of them -- growing up in Nigeria

- today. I thought about it when I was driving in from the airport and

then drwmg around to my appointments, looking into the face of
chxldren You never know what potential is in their mind and in their
heart; ‘what imagination they have; what they have already thought of
and dreamed of that may be locked in because they don't have the
means to take it out. .

That's|really what education is. It's our responsibility to make sure all
your children have the chance to live their dreams so that you don't
miss the benefit of their contributions and neither does the rest of the
world! It's in our interest in America to reach out to the 98 percent of
the human race that has never connected to the Intemnet, to the 269 of
every %70 Nigerians who still lack a telephone.

I am glad to announce that the United States will work with Nigeria
NGOs and universities to set up community resource centers to ‘
provxde Internet access, training and support to people in all regions of
your country. I also discussed with the President earlier today a
$300-million initiative we have launched to provide a nutritious meal
-a frée breakfast or a free lunch -- for children in school, enough to
feed another 9 million kids in school that aren't in school today,
including in Nigeria.

We know that if we could offer -- and I'm going to the other developed
countnes asking them to contribute, and then we're going to nation by
nation| working with governmental groups, working with farm groups .
- we dOnt want to upset any local farm economies -- we understand
their cha llenges here -- but we know if we could guarantee every child
in every developing nation one nutritious meal a day, we could
dramatlcally increase school enrollment -- among boys, and especially
among girls. We don't have a chﬂd to waste. I hope we can do this in
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Nigeria, and I hope you will work with us to get the job done.

I have also asked the Peace Corps to reestablish its partnership with
Nigeria as soon as possible to help with education, health and
1nformat10n technology. «

Building? a strong economy also means creating strong institutions, and

above all, the rule of law. Your Nobel laureate, Wole Soyinka, has
written that he i imagines a day when Nigeria is "an unstoppable nation,
one whose citizens anywhere in the world would be revered simply by
the very possession of a Nigerian passport.”

I don't need to tell you that the actions of a small group of Nigerians
took away that possibility, took away the pride of carrying the

passport, stealing the opportunity from every decent and honest citizen

of this country. But we will bring the pride and prosperity back by
cracking down together on crime, corruption, fraud and drugs.

Our FBI is again workmg with Nigeria to fight international and
ﬁnan01al crime. Our law enforcement agencies are working to say to
narco- trafﬁckers, there should be no safe havens in Nigeria. As we do
these thmgs we will be able to say loud and clear to investors all over
the world Come to Nigeria. This is a place of untapped opportumty
because it is a place of unlimited potentlal

This year, I 51gned into law our Africa. trade bill, and many of its

champmns are here with me from our Congress. It will help us to seize
- that opportunity, creating good jobs and wealth on both sides of the

Atlantic. The challenge is to make sure any foreign involvement in
your economy promotes equitable development, lifting people and
cornmurutles that have given much for Nigeria's economic progress,
but so‘ far have gained too little from it.

Nelther the people, nor the private sector want a future in which
mvestlors exist in fortified islands surrounded by seas of misery.
Democracy gives us a chance to avoid that future. Of course, I'm

thmkmg especially of the Niger Delta. I hope government and business 'A

will fc?rge a partnership with local people to bring real, lasting social
progress, a clean environment and economic opportunity.

We fa&ce of course, another obstacle to Nigeria's economic
development the burden of debt that past governments left on your
shoulders. The United States has taken the lead in rescheduling

‘Nigeria's debt within the Paris Club, and I believe we should do more.

Nigeria shouldn't have to choose between paying interest on debt and

meeting basic human needs, especially in education and health. We are -

prepar’ed to support a substantial reduction of Nigeria's debts on a
multllateral basis, as long as your economic and financial reforms
contmue to make progress, and you ensure that the benefits of debt
educnon go to the people. . .

Now, let me say, as we do our part to support your economic growth
and economlc growth throughout Africa, we must also work together

and bu1ld on African efforts to end the conflicts that are bleeding hope |

from too many places. If there's one thing I would want the American’
people to learn from trip here it is the true, extraordinary extent of
Nigeria's leadership for peace in West Affica and around the world.
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I hope our members of Congress who are here today will tell this to
their eolleagues back home. Over the past decade, with all of its
problems, Nigeria has spent $10 billion and sacrificed hundreds of its
soldiers lives for peace in West Africa. Nigeria was the first nation,
with South Africa, to condemn the recent coup in Cote d'Ivoire. And
Nigerian soldiers and diplomats, 1ncludmg General Abubakar, are
trymg to restart the peace process in Congo. In these ways, you are
building the record of a moral superpower.

That's|a long way to come in just a couple of years, and I urge you to
stay w1th it. But I know -- I know from the murmurs in this chamber
and from the murmurs I heard in the congressional chamber when I
said the United States must go to Bosnia, the United States must go to
Kosovo, the United States must train an Africa Crisis Response
Initiative, the United States must come here and help you train to deal
with the challenges of Sierra Leone -- I know that many of you have
often felt the burden of your peacekeeping was heavier than the
benefit. I know you have felt that.

But there's no one else in West Africa with the size, the standing, the
strength of military forces to do it. If you don't do it, who will do it?
But you should not have to do it alone. That's what's been wrong with

* what's happened in the last several years. You have too heavy a

burden Because of your size, everyone expects you to lead, and to do
$O w1th enormous sensitivity to the needs of others. But despite your
size, you cannot lead alone, and you shouldn't have to pay the

enorm‘ous price. I am determmed if you're willing to lead, to get you

. the mtemanonal support you need and deserve to meet those

resp0n51 hilities.

This week, the first of five Nigerian peacekeeping battalions began
workmg w1th American military trainers and receiving American
equxpment With battalions from Ghana and other African nations, .
they will receive almost $60 million in support to be a cornmandmg
force for peace in Sierra Leone and an integral part of Nigeria's
democratization. We think the first battalions will be ready to deploy

- with U.N. forces early next year. We expect them to make an

enormous difference in replacing the reign of terror with the rule of
law. As they do, all of West Africa will benefit from the promise of
peace and stability, and the prospect of closer military and economic
cooperation. And Nigeria will take another step toward building a 21st
century army that is strong and strongly commutted to democracy.

Let me say to the rmhtary leaders who are here with us today that the
world honors your choice to take the army out of pohtxcs and make ita

' pxllar of a democratic state.

Last year, President Obasanjo came to Washington and reminded us
that peace is indivisible. I have worked to build a new relationship
between America and Africa because our futures are indivisible. It -
matters to us whether you become and engine of growth and
opportumty, or a place of unrelieved despair. It matters whether we
push back the forces of crime, corruption, and disease together, or
leave them to divide and conquer us. It matters whether we reach out

~ with Afncans to build peace, or leave mllhons of God's children to -

suffer alcme

Our co‘mmon future depends on whether Africa's 739 million people
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gain the chance to live their dreams. And Nigeria is a pivot point on
which all Africa's future turns.

Ten years ago, a young Nigerian named Ben Okri published a novel,
"The Famished Road" that captured imaginations all over the world.

He wrote of a spirit child who defies his elders and chooses to be bomn
into the turmoil and struggle of human life. The time and place were
modern Nigeria, but the questions the novel poses speak to all of us in
a language that is as universal as the human spirit. ‘

In a time of change and uncertainty, Okri asks us, "Who can dream a
good road and then live to travel on it?" Nigerians, as much as any
nation on Earth, have dreamed this road -- since Anthony Enahoro
stood up ina colonial Parliament and demanded your independence in
1953. Nigerians have dreamed this road in music and art and literature
and political struggle, and in your contributions to prosperity and
progress, among the immigrants to my country and so many others.

Now, at the dawn of a new century, the road is open at home to all
citizens of Nigeria. You have the chance to build a new Nigeria. We
have the chance to build a lasting network of ties between Africa and
the United States. [ know it will not be easy to walk the road. But you
have already endured such stiff challenges. You have beaten such long -
odds to get this far. And aﬁer all, the road of freedom is the only road
worth tdkmg

. I'hope that as President, I have helped a little bit to take us a few steps -

down that road together. I am certain that America will walk with you
in the years to come. And I hope you will remember, if nothing else,

- what I said about our interdependence. Yes, you need us today because

at this fleeting moment in history, we are the world's richest country.
But over the long run of life and over the long run of a nation's life,
and over the long run of civilization on this planet, the rich and the
poor often change places. What endures is our common humanity.

If you can find it amidst all your differences, and we can find amidst

all ours, and then we can reach out across the ocean, across the
cultures, across the different histories with a common future for all of
our children, freedom's road will prevail. S
Thank you, and God bless you.

(end transcript)
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At a signing ceremony in Abuja, ngerm August 26, President
Clinton and Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo commented on.
U.S.-Nigerian relations, debt relief, oil prices, establishment of a

. permanent African seat on the United Nations Security Council, U.S.

visa policy and the Middle East.

. Following is a transcript of their remarks, including a

question-and-answer session:
(begin transcript)

THE WHITE HOUSE Office of the Press Secretary (Abuja ngerla)
August 26, 2000

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT CLINTON AND PRESIi)ENT :
OBASANJO IN SIGNING OF JOINT DECLARATION

Presidential Villa Abuja, Nigeria

PRESIDENT OBASANJO: Mr. President, distinguished ladies and'
gentlemen, members of the press, let'me say how pleased I am for this
opportunity to welcome President Bill Clinton to Nigeria. I am
confident that by now President Clinton must have felt from the
personal meeting to the enthusiastic crowds that greeted him the extent
of our delight to have him among us.

President Clinton and I have had very friendly and fruitful
discussions covering all the items and subjects that make up the
content of our joint declaration which we have just signed and
exchanged, and even more. I just want to emphasize that for all the

shared strategic interests between Nigeria and the United States of

America, President Clinton and myself share a common view that is
based on human welfare, human development, and human well-being
in both our countries, our continents, and throughout the world. ‘

of course, whatever strate_gic interests, economic, political or of a
social nature, the essence is based on the fundamentals of humanity.
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members of the American delegation, we are delighted to be in

- the case of President Obasanjo, forced to languish in prison.

- committed to working with the people of Nigeria to help build

signed our first open skies agreement. ‘ j

http:/pdq2.usia.gov/scripts/cqegi... | K CQSUBMIT=View&C

Also deriving from this is the issue of Nigeria's role of peacemaking -
and peacekeeping in our sub-region, our region of Africa, and under
the auspices of the U.N., the whole world. Needless to say that this
goes for the United States by virtue of her status as the number one
world power today.

President Clinton has only just begun his visit, designed so far that it
will be a memorable one, and we wish you a very pleasant day in
Nigeria. We welcome you once again. (Applause.)

PRESIDENT CLINTON: President Obasanjo, members of the
Nigerian government; members of the press, I think I can say on behalf
of the members of the United States Congress who are here and the

Nigeria.

Two years ago, I came to Africa to begin building a new partnership
between this continent and the United States; one in which Americans
look upon Africa not simply as a continent with problems, but also as
a continent which presents the world's next great opportunity to
advance the cause of peace, justice and prosperity.

When I came here two years ago, one of the biggest obstacles to a new,
relationship with the entire continent was the fact that the democratic
hopes of Nigeria's people were being smothered by military misrule
and corruption, with your finest leaders being killed, banished, or in

My greatest hope then was that some day, I could come to Africa
again, to visit a Nigeria worthy of its people's dreams. Thanks to
President Obasanjo and the people of Nigeria, [ have the high honor
today to visit the new Nigeria --(applause)-- and to pledge America's
suppert for the most important democratic transition in Africa since
the fall of apartheid. (Applause.) .

All of us in the American delegation know that after so many years of |
despair and plunder your journey has not been easy. But we are also

stronger institutions, improve education, fight disease, crime and
corruption, ease the burden of debt and promote trade and investment -
in a way that brings more of the beneﬁts of prosperity to people who
have embraced democracy.

We are rebuilding ties severed during the years of dictatorship. I am
very happy that last week the first direct flight since 1993 left Munitala
Mohammed Airport for the United States. (Applause.) Today, we have

With patience and perseverance, Nigeria can answer the challenge
your President issued in his mauguratlon two years ago -- a speech [
got up very early in the moming in the United States to watch. I .
remember that he said, "Let us rise as one to face the tasks ahead and : -
turn this daunting scene into a new dawn." :

With one-fifth of Africa's people, and vast human and natural
resources, a revitalized Nigeria can be the economic and political
anchor of West Africa and the leader of the continent. We need your
continued leadership in the struggle for peace. [ am pleased we have
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- begun this week to help to train and equip the first of five Nigerian

battalions preparing for service in Sierra Leone. (Applause.) We also
need your continued leadership in the struggle against poverty and
infectious disease, especially AIDS. I thank President Obasanjo for
his offer to host an AIDS summit in Nigeria next year. (Applause.)

Finally, we need Nigeria to keep leading by example as a successful
democracy and a nation that has managed, despite many years of
repression and strife, to prove that for democracies, our diversity can
be our greatest strength.

These are just some of the issues we discussed today. Later, I will have
the honor of speaking to. the Nigerian Parliament, and I will speak in -
greater detail about the challenges ahead and the promise of our ‘
growing partnership. But let me just say, I begin this visit with
enormous admiration for the progress you have made and the highest |
hope for the progress you will make in the future and the depth that
our partnership will assume.

Thank you again, Mr. President, for making us all feel so welcome.
(Applause.)

PRESIDENT OBASANJO: We will now take questions from the
members of the media.

Q: Mr. President, you're going to meet with President Mubarak of

~Egypt. Can you give us an idea of what you're going to discuss with
him and whether this portends another Mideast peace summit?

And, President Obasanjo, I'd also like to have your perspective on
these efforts to reach peace in the Middle East.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, let me say, first of all, I think it's

inconceivable that we could have a peace between the Israelis and the -

Palestinians without the support of President Mubarak.

As you know, when I leave here I'm going to Tanzania to support
President Mandela and the peace process that he has been working on .
in Burundi, and then we have to make a refueling stop on our way
home. I had hoped to see President Mubarak at the United Nations
summit, which will be at the end of the first week of September, but he
can't come to that. And so we were having one of our regular
telephone conversations the other day and decided that since he would
not be in New York, that I ought to refuel in Cairo and we ought to
reconnoiter on the peace process. I don't think you should read too

much into it, other than we are working with a sense of urgency, given-

the timetable the parties have set for themselves. And we don't
underestimate the continuing difficulties, but I'm pleased they're still
working, and working under enormous pressures.

PRESIDENT OBASANIJO: I must take this opportunity to commend

the efforts of President Clinton in the Middle East. I believe that the -

fact that the door is not completely closed, and the fact that areas
where, in fact, a few years back one would infer that there would be no

advancement at all, whether Jerusalem could be negotiated on, is now :

an issue that can be put on the table to be negotiated -- I believe that
should give all of us some hope.
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And as President Clinton just said, all the people that should be.
involved must be engaged, to be involved. And we should never be
tired until we achieve success. And I believe success will be achieved.
I have no doubt.

Q: President Clinton's attitude to Africa and the poorer nations of the,

world is very well-known. He is sympathetic to those nations. But
America does not make up the West, only America does not. Now, at a
-- in Ghana in April, a position was adopted on the issue of the
strangulating debt burden in the poorer countries of the world. Now,
President Obasanjo, as the chairman of the -- was given the mandate
to present that position to the G-8 at the July Okinawa summit. Both
President Obasanjo -- on that issue came out at that meeting

expressing disappointment at the lack of concrete commitment on the

issues by the richest nations of the world. ;
Is there any indication that the contact today with a key member of the"
G-8 would open up new vistas on the issues of debt cancellation for
the poor countries of the world? And America is perhaps the strongest
supporter of democracy around the world, and we know that
democracy turns on the face of the huge debt burden. What is the way
out?

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, let me say, first of all, what I believe‘
the G-8 was saying. You may know that I, because of other
commitments, and because of the Middle East peace process,

.. unfortunately, had to miss the first day of the G-8 summit and,
< therefore, I missed the Presxdent s presentation.

At Cologne, Germany, we got the G-8 to make a comrmtment toa debt

relief program for the poorest countries in the world, and we had some

problems implementing it, but the basic idea, I think, was sound,
which was that we should give debt forgiveness in return for a
commitment to spend the freed-up resources on human development,
and to have a responsible economic reform program. That was
basically the agreement.

I strongly support that, and I would favor expanding the number of
eligible nations once we've actually taken them in some proper order.
Our Congress has before it now legislation that would pay America's
share of the debt relief for the countries that have qualified under the
program that the G-8 adopted.

My own view is that the G-8 would be willing to go beyond those 24
countries as long as it was clear that there was a commitment to
economic reform and a commitment to democracy and a commitment
to use all the savings for human development purposes, not for
military purposes or other purposes that were inconsistent with the
long-term interest of the countries.

But I think that the real issue is not whether they can afford the debt
relief -- in most of these countries they actually have to budget the
debt relief even if they're not going to get repaid. And to be fair, the
United States does not have the same dollar stake in most of these

nations in the multilateral forum as some other counmes do.Soitisa -

little more difficult for them than it is for us.

~ And | think that you are seeing the beginning of a process that I
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believe will continue, since I believe that we'll have more countries
doing what Nigeria is doing -- embracing democracy, having a
program with the IMF, a commitment to economic reform that will

- commend itself to the creditor countries of the world for debt relief.

And 1 think that you'll -- it will happen.

But, your right, we have been in the forefront of pushing this. But to

be fair to the other countries the relative size of the American economy
make our -- makes it easier for us to do than for some of these other
countries. And the real problem is not the money itself, because many .
of them don't expect to be repaid. The real problem is that they all '
have budget rules like we do that require them to budget that in their

. annual budgets -- the forgiveness of debt -- just as they budget for

education or health care or defense or anything else, even thought it's,
arguably, an unnecessary thing since they don't expect to get the
money back from the poorest countries.

But you need to understand that's the political problem that a lot of
these leaders have. And since the European countries and Japan have a
bigger percentage of their income tied up in debt than we do, it's a

little more difficult for them to do. I think we have moved them in the

~ right direction and I think Nigeria, in particular, and other countries

following behind will find a much more ready response. I think that
what happened in Cologne, the call of His Holiness the Pope, and
others for debt relief in the millennial year will lead to a process that I
expect to play out over the next few years that [ believe will result in

- significantly greater debt relief than we have seen, as long as it's
- coupled to maintenance of democracy, economic reform and honest

economies, and using the savings from debt relief for the real human
benefits and needs of the people in the affected countries.

Q: Mr. President, would you urge President Obasanjo to reduce -- to
work within OPEC to-reduce oil prices? And did you offer him any
commitment on rescheduling or - of debt for Nigeria?

And, President Obasanjo, I was wondenng if you can give your own

. Views on -- Sltuatlon

PRES]DENT CLINTON: Let me answer the debt question first,

since it sort of follows upon the previous question. I reaffirmed the
commitment that I had previously made to the President that, first of
all, the United States would do all we said to get the entire Paris Club

to do what the G-8 has now agreed to do and have a generous debt
rescheduling, which will alleviate a lot of the cash flow requirements,

at least, for Nigeria in the short run; and that now that there was an
IMF program in place, once there was enough experience with this

IMF program that we could argue to the other creditor nations that

have a larger -- as I said to the previous questioner, the gentleman
before that these other nations that have a bigger share of the debt than |
we do -- that Nigeria has shown a commitment to economic reform, as
well as a commitment to democracy, that I would support debt relief
for thern, that I thought they ought to have some debt relief in return |
for showmg that they've got a commitment to a long-term political and
economic reform. That's the position I've had for some time now.

On the oil prices, we talked about that, and Nigeria, of course, does
not have the capacity to change the prices, because they're pretty well
producing at full capacity already. So I asked the President to do
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. policy of Nigeria. The policy so far has -- (inaudible) -- going to do to :
- affect some concrete change in this direction. And the second question

- we have to try to find a way to solve that consistent with our law.

- applied who had been approved, and it was obvious that many, many

t

whatever he could to encourage others to increase production enough .
to have the impact that OPEC voted to have at the last meeting.

At the last meeting, they voted for production levels that they felt
would bring the price back closer to its historic average, somewhere in
the mid-'20s. And that has not worked out for a number of reasons, and
so I asked him to do what he could in that regard.

PRESIDENT OBASANIJO: I have always maintained that an
excessive high price of oil is neither good for the oil producers, nor for
the oil consumers, particularly developing oil consumers. Neither is
excessive low price of oil, neither is it good for the o1l producers, nor
the oil consumers because you need certain amount of stability. I
believe that that stability would be there when OPEC brought in the
mechanism to trigger off oil if the oil price is above certain price
level, to automatically go in and produce more, and if it's below certain
levels to automatically go in and withdraw from the production.

Well, as President Clinton said, what has taken place so far has not
worked. The OPEC will have a summit meeting in Venezuela next
month, and the price of oil will be one of the major issues to be
discussed. And I will, by the grace of God, be at that meeting. And we
will work to bring an element of stability into the price of oil. It is in !
the interest of all concerned that that should happen.

Q: My question is to President Clinton, and it concerns the U.S. visa

is will the United States support a seat for permanent participation --
(inaudible)?

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, let me answer the first question first. :
I'm very concerned about some of the problems we've had in getting
visas to Nigerians who have legitimate interests in coming the United
States and should have a perfect right to do so.

If I might say something in defense of the' people who have to issue the
visas -- because of the worldwide concern -- that has nothing to do
with Nigeria -- about terrorism and other problems, they have been
given instructions to bend over backwards to make sure that all the
documents that anybody from any country applying for a visa are in
perfect order. Because of a lot of developments here over the last

several years, that's not always possible. So what we've got to doisgo

back and take a hard look at this situation as it affects Nigeria because
we acknowledge that there are many Nigerians who have tried to come
to the United States, who should have been able to come and,
therefore, should have been able to get visas, who haven't been: And

And T wish I had an answer for you today, but, frankly, [ was not ~
aware of the dimensions of the problem until I was preparing to come .
here and preparing for my visit. And so I don't have a solution today.
But I can -- I make you a commitment that we will work on it and we. ~
will try to work this out, because I'm quite concerned about it. When I -
saw the numbers and I saw the small percentage of those who had

more had legitimate interests -- perfectly legitimate interests in commg
to the United States, I realized we had to do something. And we're
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going to work with your government and try to work it out.

PRESIDENT OBASANIJO: Thank you very much, President
Clinton.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Oh, I'm sorry. Jet lag. (Laughter.) The
position of the United States is that the size of the Security Council
should be expanded, that there should be a permanent African seat, and
that the holder of that seat should be determined by the African
nations, not by the United States and not by the permanent members of
the Sei,unty Council. I don't think that's our business. I feel the same
way about Latin America. I think there should be a permanent Latin
American seat on the Security Council.

The analog to Nigeria and Latin America, of couise, is Brazil. Brazil

is the most populous nation in Latin America, just as Nigeria is the
most populous nation in Africa. And we have very good relations with..
Brazil. But I think the Latin Americans should decide for themselves if
they get the seat, and I think they should, who should hold it and
whethér someone should hold it pennanently or not.

But I strongly beheve that Africa should have a permanent
representative with a permanent representative’s vote on the United
Nations Security Council. If it makes sense for it to be Nigeria, then

that's fine with me. But I think the African people should decide that --.

the leaders of Africa.

- “PRESIDENT OBASANJO: Thank you very much.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you. (Applause.)

(end transcript)
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