
')<tt the end of his life, he had arrived at a new approach 
, that held great promise ... '" 

•Vice Presidem Gore, 

Eulogy for Mickey Leland, November 21, 1989 


The Honorable J. Brian Atwood 

Administrator 


U.S. Agency for International Development 


cordially invites you to join 

Vice PresidentAl Gore 

at a public launch of 

THE LELAND INITIATIVE: 
Empowering Africans in an Information Age 

Wednesday, June 5, 1996 at 11:00 a.m. 

The Old Executive 9ffice Building 


Room 450 

Washington, D.C. 


In response to Vice President Gore's request to bring the benefits of the U.S. 

information revolution to Africa, this Initiative will connect 20 countries in Africa 


. I 
to both ·the Internet and other Global Information Infrastructure (GIl) 

. . I . 

technologies. This innovative program commemorates the late Mickey Leland, 
a tireless advocate for African development. 

We re'quest that you arrive no later than 10:30 a.m. to be cleared into the Old Executive Office 
Building. To RSVP for this event, please call Ms. Tracy Scrivner at (202) 647·8440 and provide 
your name and date of birth. You may also fax this information to Ms. Scrivner atl (202) 641·8321. 
Please note that information will be needed ~or White House clearance no later! than Tuesday, 
June 4. 1996. 12:00 p.m. 
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Africa Goes On Line 
Leland Initiative connects continent to the world 

. The goal of U.S. Agency for International Development's (USAID) Leland Initiative is to 
supplement and improve sustainable development in Africa through the use and exchange df electronic 
information and technologies. Named for Congressman Mickey Leland, fOl,lnder of the House Select 
Committee on Hunger and killed during a food relief mission to Ethiopia in 1989, the Lela!nd 
Initiative will provide 20 African nations with access to the Internet. By enhancing the ability of 
Africans to access, produc€! and use information. this project will place. powerful tools at tHeir 
fingertips. I 

Information, with its ability to transform economic and social structures, is a critical strategic 
resource for all countries. regardless of their levels of development. Africa is the last regi~n of the 
world with minimal connections to telecommunications. 

With strong support from Vice President Al Gore, the five-year, S15 million USAIlD program 
will be one of the main elements connecting Africa to the Global Information Infrastructurd. 

Internet a~cess will be made availab~e to all sectors of the African development colunity . 
including: private voluntary organizations, non-government relief organizations, governmerit agencies, 
private developers and individuals. Additionally, international donor organizations such as the World 
Bank and the Red Cross will be able to monitor the progress of various assistance programJ in Africa 
via the Internet. 

The Leland Initiative will accelerate and bolster sustainable development effons in African 
nations by helping them to help themselves. For example: 

• With accurate and up-to-date marker information. factory managers are better able to 
prosper and contribute to overall economic growth in their region. 

• Village health workers can get instant medical diagnosis and advice from distant capitals. 
reaping the benefits of lessons learned from others' experience in similar situations. 

• School children and their teachers can reach beyond their classroom walls to unlimited 
information sources and real life exchanges available through the Internet. 

-- more -­
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. • Democracy is n:inforced as citizens better communicate interests and reactions [0 policies 
among each other and to '{heir goverrunent representatives. . I 

• Potential food shortages, drought and other broad environmental emergencies are more 
I . 

easily overcome when goverrunents and relief workers have reliable, readily accessible iniormation. 

USAID, in cooperation with technicians from NASA, the U.S. Navy, the State Department 
and the private sector, has begun country-by-country configuration and installation .of Internet service 
in Africa. Applications will be designed to suit each country's specific technology and derelopment 
needs, incorporating existing systems and efforts already underway by other donors like tHe World 
Bank and the United Nati<)ns Development Program. I 

In order to ensure the long-term viability of this program, USAID will work with ~artner 
governments on policy reforms aimed at encouraging private service providers to develop the Internet 
user base. This includes identifying and training Internet service providers, making releva!nt 
information available in a useful format, working with the business community to effectively market 
the information and increasing the ability of Africans to use the new information. 

USAID is the government agency that administers humanitarian and economic assistance to 
over 70 countries worldwide.· I 

. ###.' . 



Talking Points of 
. J. Brian Atwood 

Leland Initiative Launch 
Opening 

. Washington, D.C. 
June 5, 1996 

Good nl0rning. Welcome to the launching of the Leland 

Initiative. I would like to offer a special greeting to apr 

friends in Ghana. Among others, we are joined by Dl 
Charles ~1ensa [ MEN -SAH] of the Institute of Economic· 

Ana~ysis. Dr. Mensa, welcome. 

[Dr. Mensa responds for about 30 seconds} 

Weare also fortunate to have in the audience· today . 

. Representative Jack Fields, the Chairman of the 

Subcommittee. on Telecommunications and Finance of the 


House Commerce . Committee. Jack has really been of 


tremendous help to us in getting this initiative up and 


running, and I would like to invite him to come up here and 

share a fe\.v words with us today. 



[Rep. Fields comes to the podium, offers remarks for two minutes, 


. then returns to his seat in the first row] 

This launch coincides with the Fifth V.S.-Africa 

Teh~comrnunications and Broadcasting Conference. The 

conference brings together key players in the 

telecommunications community from both the V. S. ancll 


Africa. More than 20 conference participants are her4 


today, including two .from Ghana -- Minister Edward Salia 

[SAH~LE.AH] from the Ministry of Transport and 

Communicatie>ns, and Minister Kofi Totobi Quakyi 

[KOF-EE TOTO-BEE KWATAY], the Minister of 

Information. We're also honored to' have members of 

the African diplomatic community here today. 

I am also very pleased to welcome our partner agencies in 

this initiative -- the Department of State, the Navy and 


NASA. This really has been a joint effort among our 


. agenCIes, and together we are committed to making it a 


success. 
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It is always nice -- particularly these days -- to have a 


chance to celebrate. And today, we do have a great deal to 

acclaim: 

• We have an occasion to celebrate an initiative that will 


help connect 20 African nations to the best· 

telecommunications technology the world has to offer. 

• 	 We have an opportunity to honor Mickey Leland -- a 

man who was. truly a champion of Africa -- and to 

recommit ourselves to his vision. 

• 	 And we have a chance -- hopefully _.- to see this 

technology at work before our eyes. We will being 

sharing this experience with our friends in Ghana and i 

he~ring· about what the Leland Initiative means to thed. 
. . 	 . I 

.,:, ' 

Who better to demonstrate this Internet technology thaN 

our young friends here, who will be interacting with 

Ghanaian students. These are ·our future leaders, and I 


am sure some of them could teach us all a few tricks on 

the computer. 

3 



The initiative is emphasizing a public-private partnership to 
, I 

bring full internet connectivity to 20 nations in Africa.: The 

project will open ,doors through policy reform, 

, demonstrating the effectiveness of appropriate hardwaue and 

software, and identify and train local private sector Inlernet 

providers. Testing and planning activities in Benin, cdte 

d'Ivoire, Ghana and Mali are almost complete. The 

response has, been overwhelmingly positive, both in thy 

public and private sectors. 

A~ I mentioned, this initiative is named for Mickey Ljland, 

who worked tirelessly on behalf of Africa. His work was' 

vital in assisting Ethiopia during the time of its most d1re 

need. But Mickey's efforts also reached well beyond 

Ethiopia. Working with Africans, working as a real partner, 

Mi~key wa~ driven to help unlock the incredible poten{ial of 

Afnca. MIckey knew that the answer wasn't always more 

money or bigger programs; he knew the key was giVin~ . 

4, 
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Africans the knowledge and the resources they needed to 

solve their own problems. He knew the power of 

. information. 

Today we want to honorthe memory of Mickey Lelan~ and 

those who are carrying on his work. We want to honot those' 
! 

who, along with Mickey, also gave their lives in the sJrvice 

of the United States and in the cause of bettering Afrida. 

These people' included USAID and State Department 

personneL, representatives of the private sector, 
i 

Congressional staff, and Africans themselves. 

We must recommit ourselves to carrying on the work df our 
I 

fallen colleagues by making this initiatiye a reality and by 

redoubling our commitment to Africa. The one thing I 

know our cOlleagu~s would not acc~Pt is seeing their jOrk 

left undone. That IS why I am partIcularly pleased tha~ the 

Vice President has chosen to join us today in this 

celebration. Vice President Gore epitomizes the strength of 

. U.S.-African relations, and he a remains a leading vOiJe in 

pursuing an American foreign policy that makes for a 

stronger AJrica and a stronger America. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, the Vice President of the U nitea 


States, Al Gore. 

-- end -­
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IJohn Norris Draft from RRussell (Final redraft by' Gary Bombardier based on late 

changes. in the Leland launch event) 

I1jba406.do2 
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AN AFRICAN 'N 

Vice President AI Gore talks to.lrom left. Kamala Smith. 10.01 Silver 
Spring. Md.. Jarre" Leland.. l0. olHouston. and Rabl Smith •. ". 01 

Leland project links continent to U.S .. 
B, LEf;LEY HEMSELL 
HOUSIOi, Chronicle 

20 African countries. • was shepherded through Congress 
by Gore and U.S. Rep'. Jack Field~. 
R-Humble. It takes Its name from 
former U.S. Rep. Mickey Leland, a 
Houston Democrat killed in a plane 
crash in 1989 while on an aid mis'­
sion to Ethiopia. I 

Vice President AI Gore. with the 
help of Jarrett Leland. 10. and Rabi 
and Kamala Smith. 12 and 10. chat­
ted Wednesday from Washington 
with seventh-graders in Accra. 
Ghana. 

The young students surfed the 
'Net. chatting via satellite with new 
friends across the Atlantic and 
sharin!: the addresses of neat Web 
sites. 

The technology was common­ . 
place tl) the children on this side of 
the oCI?an. But for their counter· 
parts. Wednesday's eyber-meeting 
was a first look at a powerful new 
link thilt is bringing the Internet to 

The demonstrlltion launched the 
Leland Initiative. a project to help 
Africans access. produce and use 
the Internet. or the populated re­
gions in the world. Africa has the 
least telecommunications connec­
tions. 

The five-year. SI5 million program 

T"e U.S. Agency for International 
Development (uSAIDI, which is 
overseeing the initiative, hopes to 
provide Internet access to 20 devel­
oping African nations in the next 14 
mon,ths. I 

See LELAND on Plge 14A, , I 

a 2!iJ! 51 a • - - I .1 -,-­

tllouston ChroniclE 

I I 

Thursday, June 6,1996 r I ~ 
.;. I i ,-. , .. ': .:._ 1, ". .: ·1 .,It ------. 

Leland 
ContInued from P-oe lA. 

lane Smith, project officer for the 
Initiative, said one of the program's. 
most promising applications II a 
muniCipal management training 
program CWTelltIy taught by USAID 
on a face:to-race baals. It Is estimat­
ed that Africa will need 10 million to 

\ 20 million municipal officials in the 
next decade, and placing the train­
inR program on the Internet will 
aIlOW more or these employees to 
receive instruction than ever before. 

'"I'his wiU allow us to put solutions 
to Africa's problems in Africans' 
hands," Smith said, 

Althougtt many poor people stiU 
will not be able to access the inter­
net. Smith hopes that an InIonna­
tion center system will spring up in 
cities and villages across Africa. 
Entrepreneurs could make a busi­
ness out of getting infonnation in a 
useful form to people in their towns 
Smith said. ' 


Schools are another promising 


area for computer technologies, and 
USAfD is looking for ways that U.S. 
schools can share infonnation and 
technology with schools in AfriCa. 
Smith Idded . 

.In addition, African businesses 
now will be able to access market 
and technical information from oth­
er countries. USAfD officials also· 
hope the Internet will facilitate the 
growth of democracy by allowing 
Africans better access to their rep­
resentative.s and other nations. ' 

"As an example, people in·a town 
in Uganda trying to set up a tax 
system could access the tax system 
in some town in Massachusetts that 
is applicable," said Leah Levin, a 
USAfD spokeswoman. 

USAfD teams now are in Mali and 
Ghana setting up systems and train­
ing technicians. 

"The primary resuit will be 
Africans accessing valuable tools 
and information that they haven't 
been able to before," Levin said. 

Gore attributed th.e project's suc­
cess to Mickey Leland. Leland had 
invited Gore to accompany him on 
his last trip to Ethiopia_ Gore, who It 

the former eon­
may be chatting 

friends again 
Oaks E1e­

~tIlL~ptiJ·nR to establish 
a UnIt with the school in the 
fall. ThIs would be similar to a 
pen-pal prograln River Oaks had 
this year with aLondon school. 

wit's a I!J:'e8t :experience for chil­
dren to learn about children in other 
countries," said Alison Brisco, a 
Houston. inves'tment banker and 
MJcll:ey Leland's wife It the time o( 
his death. I '_ ___ _ 

"This will allow' important re-·. 
sources and technology to be shared 
internationally and make informa­
tion and news available to so many 
more people. It's. way of tying the 
wor1d together." 
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'ritE KiUTE H:iJSE 

O!I~Ce of tte ?ress secretary 

~Iarc~ 19, 1996 

VI!:"£OTF.PEC RE)-~.R.'S B":." THE PRES :::DENT 

TO 'flii:: l:"t::U:'.L.~ ()F AFRICA 


T:5 P~ES!r.c::N!'~ 70 e.l) r.mr '1',..; F>nci~ in Africa, :et me 
say hew ".Jery ltI.uch I':c. looki!lq fcr\<Jard to my upcomir:.q tr:"p. 
I I 11 travel Li.: Ghc:1!.lc:1, U:rC!1l"!d~, S·;-1;';.h ;'.friea,Dotswar:.e, and. 
Senegal. It ~ill be a real privilege f~r me to be the f:rs~ 
Ameri.can Pres ident . to 'lisi t th':')se C01.lntr:'e.s. I 

. This j I:)l.::.r~ey 'di 11 be :ny opport."J.r..i ty, and yours, to 
h::lp to intr::;ciu::~ -:he pecpia ~f. tr.~ un~ted St;;4~Q.:C; rn ;, ~~w I 
A:rlca -- a::. A'::=:.ca ItJhose tiol::.tl.c3.!. anc. econOl!l~= acco!r'~.Lls:t."t\ents 
grow I:!cre lr.:ifH:·~!:::::lv~ I::!.;t:..;!. :~~ath. I want to .:see fo:, zr.yaelf Lhe.t 
A.""nerlea. can learn ::rom .r..fr ':"ca &n.a.. h:::..: we car.. ~.;orr. \.;ri th yeu ks 
p~rtners t~ build a be~ter tu~ure fer all o~r ch:ljre~. I 

As I visit 'your r:::oum:ries and !!':eet your leaders a.hd 
citizene:, :'ll!1.a.·lta in :-r.inci =our c'imt=al goals for. \.IS t.O \oJn;rk 

~ towarc. t.ogether. =ir.5':, w~ want ~o support Africa's democracies 
-- t::'cse w:. -.:,h lor::-: a:ld c!.·u,.r.u ld.:.:i i..UL ':I::!::I/ c.:.l·.,:l those ':.hat e.::e he'Hly• • I 
emer~ing. !ogett== we car..C~eate a global comrr~nity of nations 
~ha~ ::espec';: ar.:!. p=c~ote h;.:iIr.an !:"ig~ts ,tolerance, and broad 
participat:on in p'iC!:c life. 

Second, we w~n~ tc inc:ease tradQ a~~ investme~t with 
Afri:;a. When it ceIr.es tc eco!lc:r..ic de',Telcp:nent, il.merica andl 
Arr1::a can help .each otl".er, cpen:.r~g markeLs, 'b~J.lu.lJ:1y 

businesses, creating jobs ~t bo~h co~tinents. A prcspero~5 
future awaits us if we strer.cr:ne:l the economic ties between OUI 

~ . I 

r:nllnt:rip.~ and. give all our people the education and trai.ninq 
they need ':0 s\.:.cce:c. in this net-l global econo:!l.}'. 

But deInc::ra~y and prosperity are threatened vihere 
there is Violence, so cur th~rd goal 1s ~o ~ook tcr W~~ti Lu ~u~k 
in partnership with the nations of Africa to pre7ent armed 
con~lict. Eth!'!.ic ar"d po:'i tical violence cO!'ltinu~s to plague 
r;:j-t'~ nf .A.f=ica. TOg'~th.cr \lIe can, an:::!. we must, find solutio!""!s. 

http:TOg'~th.cr
http:Eth!'!.ic
http:h;.:iIr.an
http:tiol::.tl.c3
http:A'::=:.ca
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k"n~i'.. th; the U:n.ited. States wan:s to playa. role in 
oreservinc A~rica's majestic &itura! beauty arid wildlife, a~d. - .. 
~lib~Ling 5u~~a~nable devclcp~en~ Q~ Africa's nat~T~'rp~nurcas. 
The· r.a:'ic::ls of the ·...'::lrld must ~or.t':':lue 1:.: coope!:'ate and av~id 
envirorJnental ctestruzt10n ar.d to leav~ ~ Li~h ~erieage to our 
cr.':'ldren. 

There ~rp !TInny other area.s where we can progress a.s 
partners -- l~proving n~trition and health care, eradicating 
disea::;~:::i like: ;....IC3 and. malo.ric., c.rr.po~..,ering 'hon-.en, fight; n1 r.ri:rc.e 
and drugs, ex?anding civic and =~ltural ties across the ocean. 
With the 21st-century tast'apF~oac~1ng, A!rl~~, tha c~acile of 
hu.TlI.an civi.!.izatiQ:r~, is forgi.ng a vibrant future fer itself with 
cew leaders, new op~or~~n~~ies, ar.d new hope. The core value~ 
tho.t o.r~ driving Africa's r.~~~i~~~nce -- democracy, diversity, 
free e~:erprise -- those are the values that the U~ited Stat~s 
shares. 

llf.y •....:..::e 3:il:ary, my dauqhter Chelsea, Lh~ ~uU.. " e 
On':' ted sta:ss delso;ratio:", ar~d .L look fo::·,."ard t'J beinq with you 
and .sharing ot:!.r eX?E:rier:.ce with the A.-ner.i:can t:ecple . 

. : 
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http:forgi.ng
http:hu.TlI.an


~!t~ce cf Chs Pra5~ S~~L~~~~y 
:.Po.:;::=a, ~h3.r.ai 

R~~~~~S BY THE :~S!DEN! 
~7 TE:r.N~~~~v£ P~~E CORP~ ?~O~CT SITE 

Accra. Ghana 

1'HE ?R:::S:DE!'i1': Tr..a:;k yeu very r.lucn, Alic~a, y:c did a 
wo=~c=fu:job. She said she w;~ rArvnus, b:t s~~id i~ re::. 
Give h~r another' hand. 

Le.t me thank yo\'! aga!:l Preside:lt and t-:.:s. Raw:ir:.gs f~r 
their ~~c:1.de,r=\:.l 'N::lcome. Ana: ,",ant 'to t!1ar:k :r.e !'resic.eA_ ......"­
his l~ader.s:::'ip· f':>r d.e.l:!'.ocracy, :or e::crLoItic: ::eform for t~eI 

eco:-.o::'.ic erClp~\',;er:r.er.: of WQ!r..en s:1.d t~e e<lucation 0:' childr~~ a::o. 
~or b::::'r:.q \o,rillin; to -:.ake a stanc. of.":! ... rH~~:":p. i:1. this' a:ea. Fer 
a1: those~h!:1.qs: :~ank·hi~. -. 

I t:.a:~;:. .?-..."':'J:::>assac.or and. l{rs. Brya:1. and o;:r.e c.is:.ingl..4:'sp.=d 
=e;:rese:1tatives of tl:e goverr_"Uent of G;1ana~ l'd also 11~e t.::., 
, Ir,l.qn,. d w . I. .''1' -' . 't i r:. t re u::e : he oeop1e he cue ""ylth····1r . .l.L aryar...:l;.:n.e 
=oda:f -- at: least s:>me of them ~ :see t~ere. E'irst, ':.the :lb:u::e::::s 
c! the ~ni~cci States C~n9rQSS -- Charl~s R~"crAl,"!d RCYCe~ :1:: 
McDe::m.ctt, Maxine Waters, Donalc. P3.yne, ar..d Wil::":u"t Jeffe~sc~. 
I t:llnr. i:hclt'S al:" ot tha.!1L. T:'l::'1.U:-C you __·ery ::1.uch Eo::: bein!; h::::e:.· 
.tu:.d I[',eI:".ber:s of tha President's Cab·ir.e'C -- Sec!"eta=y of cc';:r;.""1-e:-::e 
aill !)aley" Secretary :>f :'a.bo= Alexis Kern-.ar., Secrecary cit 
:ran~pn~t.~tion R~dney S!a~e=, and cur AID tirector3rian ~tw~~d. 
And. r:.Y Spel;ial £n'TOY t:JAfrica, Reverend.' ;es5e Jacksor.. 1Jl._~d. t!i.e 
tt.an '"he ke':p3 peop:c c..l! ova%'. thta t,o=ld ant;art:2.:.l"l?n, tnA ~""T.e= 

0 ., ':1. ::Ic' ;:- to t' t' T 1 .• - b - . . h ____ .~ -:n._e= al..rur.en e_cV1510n, ~o .;cr..r.S0:1':'5 ere. 

You know, I h~va traveled a!l over the wcrld ontehal~ o! 
the peo~le of the United Sta~es and Ithinx I can say '~wd ~h!~qs 
.".,: th~;:.t fear of ceir..qwronc;. The welcot'.e ! =ecei-;ed in ,I 
Ir..depe~c.ence Square today is the largest welcome I. have eve= . 

http:Kern-.ar
http:J:::>assac.or
http:those~h!:1.qs
http:erClp~\',;er:r.er
http:eco:-.o::'.ic
http:resic.eA
http:Raw:ir:.gs
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rac.;:' 'Jad u,y.;:-:'?-:., .\::d 3..i._ jay lc.r.:: thL: :s :.;.2::.i.i t!1e' ',larnest 
welccce ! tavs e~er received, 

! a!l~ !·L~·.': :..:;: .~.::. se::on:i s~it. ':'..: '.. ~ .. ";'~ ~i:::...e, 1"/ha:: - get tf: 

t~E: ai=plaI.Ioe 11: E·::.5'.'/a.na, : '11 ~e ::: !:i.~' :;·... !~:~z~li~·•.;r t=·.:.~.:·:~. Arle 

yo;,: -..,,:..:!.: say, ;:::.9 Presi,~c::' ':. ha~ :a:{~n Jl..fr:"ca;-. :"nfcma:'':' ty toe 

fa!'. 

I t'/a:J.t t~ :::a:tk all 0= yc~ fer taking th! t:"me .:, ":each us 
al:o~t :t'Ol.:L c:H.. _,.:.:,~pl!.s::"''''len-:''. ':'e;:hn:Sc:-ve cal.;bra'Ces its ~()tr 

ci=t::.c.ay this :l=~r. ~\:st like the ?eaca C~rps, it a.:s~ 
es~abl~shed its f~rst ~leL:ope=at!cn here in ~~~~. The re~=on 
I wantei tc be ~e=~ is be~a~se bct~ TechnoServeanc our Peace 

.Co!'ps °J-I)luntep.:::-; aI:'! ,.;c=ki:1;- :0 help .~fricans r.elp t~e:1.selv'!s ~o 
becctr.::: :"ealehi..G!', ::'~t:":.Qr 1;?-:!t.:(':;lII-:-:t::d, ::,~!'e prcs~~rcl;s -- s::.:npl}o 
speak::r:.;, bette: e::rcip;ec. t,(., drea:rr~ their cwn ::I.:ea!:'.s an::! to rr,ake 
'thea-: :o:ne tn.~. 

VO'·.. '- ..:: ...... ,·1 ""...I;jji, ...L~ SO k .... C'·f """ .;:)~-"'cr."'".... y be'__ ~ "'v= ::".. . ~L .......w'"-_. ..... 4 n ... ••...,_c....... '.1. ... ~~ t;; _ ;'t.~_ ..,~,..._ 

1r.·...es:::tents ...... e :.:ake here a=e ir.ves:.::ter.-cs i!! A."neric2. f ~ :uture' as 
wel:, because s~:c~ger and nore d~T.a~c African cC~~~~lties anct 
Af::-ica:1. n=-t:',:=:::e •... :..ll be bet!:Qr P~.'!'"+-"";:I,r:'\ f.:::.r ~.mer:'c;,::s ::'r.. r.teeti::lg 
tee cha::e~g~5 ;~d reap~~~ tte O?~:=tc::lit!es of this g=eat ::lew 
ce::'C~.!=y:tt.a,: .:..= jus L LH::!t..:.t.-: ~.l5, 

:!le frienc,sh.ips' :·..,r:ned bet·,'iee::. .::l.nerica::ls and ~=l.:ans 
acr"~~ t~e 9a~! ,r qeogra=~v .~d c~ltu=e be::.e!it beth of us and 
#lill j,c so eVer. :::.c=~ as :J'..:r rarth. :~ts smaller a:l.Ci· s:r.aller ar.d.. 
::lore e.:::cl :n~:-e ':"~!;crdc.?e:1.::llin:. 

~l.C~2. rne:::~o~ej -chat L~o l~~~S ago at the W~~tc Ho~~e I 
had t~e pleas~ra o~ ~el=cm~~; bac~ :any of the Peace C~rps 
7o:~n~eers, i~c:~d:~g ~~~y ~~o are 5er~ln9 ~era ~ocay. ~OW ~c=e 
:.::"an -:6r.:l':'p.Ai.e Co=ps 71o!.U:l~eers !lave :ived a:d. lear:l.ed i~ 
'Ghana', and 37,(.';:)0 in Africa. I ~'ant -::0 sa.y a!l of ;:'C'.1, y:::n:.r 
:::t:~i:l.ent a:>.c. :tour co...::.r..tr:r ;;.ra Frc;:d of yr.m ;:;'r\n q!'a'.:.ef'.ll to 'JClj" 

: thank. you ve=1 ~uch. 

':':'e Peace Corps volu."lt:e~rs, :ne Tecr..:'l,cSe.!'Ve ilcr:cers, their 
Ghanaian partr.~:s, ali cf yO'J. :iem=:!strate wha': "'e ca!l·dc when we 
~vory. tcg'Qtn!? .... , T also ·war..t to sa~i a., soecial word c: 
ap9!';ciat::'on tc Sria:l At;..r::::cd and :.: the people her i::: Ghar.a W!1.C 

W~~~:U !~r ~~r Agency ~or !~~e=na~io~al Da~Q~c.r.~~n~. 

C·:.r total. as.31s~ance 'to Gh!:!..;!.::I. L:hi:s year i" I!".ore -:ho.n. $5~ 


m:'llio:t. Bu''Ci f. o'..lr aid .:. s qoir.g ':.0 ha'ie its g=e3.t.5.s~ i::.pa.ct, 

'Ne C!.ust also ~a,e r.~o=e trade a:td. i!\vestment. '1'':>ca.y, 


http:i::.pa.ct
http:q!'a'.:.ef'.ll
http:lear:l.ed
http:ci=t::.c.ay
http:E�::.5'.'/a.na
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. , 1:1'· 1:- -.-C·_ :~v'es~~rs '~PQO --~ C~-"r.:'!=,'~'):7:':"" r-,::,E'!S are ope. ,~<; _.... .I... __ _'"'_~ ... ':1.~'- _.,:-.. .:. .... 

P::-c~ects like the c::e,s ::: sat.; to·:'",::' ca::l hc.L.p :.e~,r eni:::ep=e::ls:,::::s, 
.!.:lC!,.:.a::':.g "lc::!".e:'l .. r,\:lc'::::r t:r.e s~i:'.ls t:~~ lnf.kp. l---I:! rr.c;s·i: of t~ese 
O?pc::~t;::-!i ~:.es . 

I \.;:) .. say again, ~c.ucat:.c:: l'Ii11 be ![tc=,= impcrta:!t ~::: 
"-.-IA!ric~ :"r:.. ~:.he Z:s-:: cer..tl.!ry than it if:6S in :.r.s L:)th ce:-li:u':y. ~:.-

Ies?Qcial"y r.~~e~d ~ec:'noServe =0= helping woneti learr. ~ha 
math and ri:adi:l; 5~il:s t.r.ey need te =t:.n q~od 1:\.:.5 inesses. ­
d.l:!lCl ',,·ar.~ 1:0 t~3.r.k che P::.10e Co:ps vo!u:l'tr,;t;.rs T'II'-'W t.E'!t?cr..i::;­

science experime~t, ~o t~e yeung pe~ple. They ~nderst~od it. 
event if ! d:dn't. 

Lat :r.t.!! a:s:::I say :i:.e P=es:'de~t and I }::ac a so1:er1nq, .t'l!: 
iIl:.!:ort:ar.'t ~lis:~ rnrii'!,: ;:;,bcu": t~e e!103!"g;! shcr-:a;;re ::r.at the c=-::uq!:.~ 
has caused h.e!'e in ~han.;. a!:lo. t~e iIlpa:'t it can have on b;,;;.s:'::css, 
ag,:·:':.:u.lt'.l::~ e:.li.d'!cor.oxr.ie hCJ,.:tr. 3.:ld the s~a::-:'lity 0-:: t-r:j::\ 

socie':.y. 

A genera~:on aq~, tr.e ~1s!on o! Preside~t K;~~edy. a~d 
?:esiden: N'kr'.l!I:.ah led to ;he constn=.ctio:l ~: the F.kOSOlI.D::l :=..'": 
thst hel?;a::i to POWIi:- :~-:;:-:;illlI= ~=:r,.;t~. To:iay, Preside:1t !\~H::.::gS 
and! .discussec how cur ;~o co·~t~:es can h::=k toqetr.e!" to 
develop a ~Ul;t:-,t~rl~~ive 'tr~te;i'· ~c= Gh.ana ':!1at \.1i11 9'i"¥·~. ::.~.~ 
the er.TTir::!'l!!'.ent -:.hat :.s SI:; impc:-ta~-: to the fU::.lre :if -:h~ pec~:'= 
here. I 

. I am p:eased to ann=~nce that .we wil: ;~ara~tee aSS' . 
'~"- "0 - t:. tj.. r:' .. --, _. r"" .. ~ - ....,.: ,o'.:.-,...~. --1''''.1: ....­n~ ... _J.·.... r:. ... 3... C •• 9 .,,' ......a ... a:l '':r.~~ ._"Uen:. .:..C ___ .':: • \,O ........a:::<::: "' __ ",_ 

barqe-rr.Ol;m:ed ~::l'Ier plan';s !:r.li::' -: byKest:'!,!q;~Ol.lSe •. Ialsc ·~;ar~·-: 
to ass~re ~~3t.Ad ~lll ~~~:i~~e to ?ro~ote ~~Q ~piri~ ~!I serv~=~ 
that .stre:1.gT.:he:lsl::::th Oilr c:'l\.::l-:r:'tl:s w::'en ,,:/0.1 p;rrnit Araeric~";';.s tc 
co"'e "'Ol'"~ a""': '1-"'" :::o"''''''''g "01'... L: -- _ ._.... r v_ 1'. -.-.;.. .!. .. • I 

No-v: more t!'lan ':!".e ~ener;tion 0:: Peace Corps -.;clunte1e:s :-~as 
retu'r!"lec., c.::.rrl'::':lg' ~_ Ii fe:~r.g :m;:'- f(',r th:'s :onti:lent and its 
people. ;llld t!'leir ser;:iCi! does not en:i whe:l -:h.ey cCl!.en'orc.e. 
NC'Ii there are ?tl:ac~ CU.L!-,~ vol'.;.:-:.teer:s who c.rc i!"l t21e ~=eslicie:".,:' s 
Cabir.e:, in ell: Ccngress, lead~~q conm~~ities all ac!"oss 
Ane:-ica. My ow:i. secre~ari I 3e'tty C'.lrr!.e, t,'h:l is ~ere with ;1::: t..:.l· 

• I '. 
-:r.~.~ 1"-1.'P. used to work fer the Peace Cor':),s tor the :l.=ect:r -;:' 
t~e ~f=ica Divi~icn. So I wou:d say base~ cn my perscndl 

. • 1.. ~'4' _ t-' - , ._ -h '_1.. -- •• ~ .... J, .. ....,""exp!r ... er.:::~~ ~,,"o.~ __ S l:-"r6 ..~ 'iCC-:=' ':1 ••-. ;:0-) .• 1.: _.:;.a ... !''I.ln"" ____.-_ 
rest of LLfe. 

" 

:ast mont!'l, as A:ici3 said, I dio ask t~e Congress t=:c:~ 
me ir. ?t:.c':inq II', :lee Peace Corps Tjol'.lm:eers abroad by !..::u;: :Ii::'::: 

http:stre:1.gT
http:N'kr'.l!I:.ah
http:e:.li.d'!cor.oxr.ie
http:vo!u:l'tr,;t;.rs
http:s~i:'.ls


,
:J~~, ~h~~'~ a. =O!e t~~~ sa-per=e~t i===ease f=oc :~~l~r 

. 
5 

:evels. Aga:r.! say, by extendi~q a h~lp:n~ ha~d -'- :!l-:r.=:~gh::-·~ t 1.. •• ­

'''''.ald, '-lie l::.:t '!:.e l.i ....~~ c-: JL"T.Q::,':'ca;;:'lS at: r,:,.1"!"!=). 

!.et t:l.e say c~e fir:.a: :~in9 ',:.::l:: : "a:'C: to;. t:-.e r=:.::.ClC:':'l.t, 3.r.o 
Iv1'.rs. ~c.y.,,·.!.inqs c:.:1.c. ':he o:r.ers wC:.c !::::t:ed US a.t l'Jn::h.. :!::-.i::;;':'5 a 
;reat day for ~~ a~~ fer g!llary. Ky wife tas been s~ 
intares,!Qd in ~~~i~~, a~d she anc ~~r ciauqhter made a wonderful 
:r!p to Africa net so :~~q ago. 

!t' ~ a g:-ea"t d..:ty fc:- tte :ner.!:ers :;f Congress l:.~:e 
Conq=essman Royce, a Rep1l.bli:an ::-=cm (:31.i..rc.;!.ui~; and C"nijre.:s.:smo.::1 
McDermoi:t fro.:!. t'3,s:"irl.·;-:.c·n, whc h.:...!!'.sel E ,.yorke::!:'n th.e ?eace 
Corps in Afri:a many years ago. 

3ut ! -:'C!'l' ': thir..k you can. pcss':'bly in:agine "Nta.: this· dal' 
means Lo L:LI::~ l'Le!~e=' cf ";ne C::>::.g=c.eel.::.nal Black :2.'.l=-..:s, 1"n t.r.~ 
Af:-~can-Amarica~ ~e~;rs of ~y Ca=i~et, ar.d ~hose whc h~ld 
senior pesi t 1or.s in ~!'.. e ~~~.::...;:e ;{c';se ana .!.!: _ll~ dep~;-t=.~nt!5 0: 
qove=nme~t:. :!: ~i:lsn r t so \~ery lc.~g ago it". -:::e wno::;'E! s,"'eep of 
human his~ory tha~ their ancestor! were ya~~e::! !=c~ ~he shores 
cf'wc~cern k~ric~ as-S!8rr~~. No~ thay c~ne tack ho:e :0 Africa 
an:i -:0. Ghana as :he leadars of }l..:\erica,a ·:our..try th.a.t t:.opes t.: 
be a bet:teL" Lt~;,;6=1 t!l",n .....e once WE:!'C =~!:' the ~reposit:"::1::-:' th;;1;" iIIi·" I" 

rr.en anc '';OIt'.en are f:-ee and. equal, a:lo that =l:i:dren ougi::.t to 
have ar. equa! cha~ce. ~~dwe hope tr.a~ t:heir ~U~~~~~~5 wil~ 
playa ro:e i~ C~= Cc~on trumps, the United S:ates an~ Africa,. 
the United states and ~hana, in the Y23rs ahead. 

:'!!a::.k yO'.J. ar..d c':cd bless j"Y":. (Applaus2. } 

END 

'=1 Ii P,M. It} 

http:31.i..rc
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FJ..cr SHE=:: 

As a lead,e!:' ir: ;"f=:'ca ::'::1 ~=~!C.f,ci:l.~ eCO:lOlilC !:a:orms ar:.a 
pclit:.ical ,::"::t.:;.d.!.t~. G:l.fl:-.a i: a key e.l:y 0: the r;nitcc. S't3.t:t:e. 

- -... \0. \0. " • t .~, I. t dIn an e==ort .0 5tr2~qtL~~ ~!~e ~arc~ersn!p =e wee:l :~e ~n~ e 
3'=ates ar..d v1:.Ci.na, Pre~id'E!::::t Cl:r:~on. ::o::ay 2.:lr.oun::e·:j :::'e 

follo~in; in:~~a~iv2s: 


St:z:.cngthenj.ng EnQrmr CCt:I'a~it'y ~P:::) rr: ~ ~~v@re dr~:.:qht, ;nerqy 
produ=tion ~~ ~h~r.a ~as oea~ r~d~=ed =1 5C p2rcen~ and =ub~ of . 
the ~Ol.:.n::ry .:..~ !::A!:JI;';' .i..l;l.;:.!ng req1.:.:!lr po,..-er ~:.lt3.9'e.3 :J: 2.2 hb'.:re: s. 
day. In the ~~irit ~~ part:larst~p a~d to ~elp Gha~a c~pel wit~ 
this energy a::ci power ::risis, t!':.a ~ni ted S'!ates wi.:: guaria:1tee. a 
$6'" .... ;1' ier' 1"""'''''· .JI"'or.:: ;";"e !'=.... a"",..-er. ... '""I: "'r,."'so..,.;:. .... a· .... .;""n· (DIO"") ·,\""e,: ;..'-- _ .. """c;;. .. ~ J.. ..... __•• .~_..., _ ......L ._..,J.. __...... w .. "'" __ ...tJ"'" 1- ­

:hg Ghanais..n ;:;ve!'nme~t fo~ th~ ;::.~=ct.ase 0: two barge-moun:ed 
..,.. p .,~___.l..... 1'1'.'",..J_~ •• ..:t .1:. $ •. __ ' "",..••• Ii:: I'-~::S •• p...'1 • .......... '.',. .,.:'~\..'O' rir.:"'T'!,:oCne:r .. '.- f'-'d .a."a... _"",!;; '.l::1.::lIil_.. . .. , . t· 
Guarantee J?!'~~=am, CC~ w::l ~se r.a~u:al gas that is 'a 'by~?rod~et 
.......... - ''' .... ' ''na's .'0 ....c:. '::Je-r-'e'1.:.l:1· ...- IJ_.•..y ,UL. ~ __..1·····- .,- "':""n -_ .... ... · -::.. el ...e_.... ""\,;1.. .1.:;... ... -r·__ ...r:-'___ ~_ \";'.1. .....p-==.:l ........ '...........__ 


13C:uega....-s. l:ts ,;f elaet::ic:ty •. 'rh:.~ pr.:>jec-: rep:-esents:'th!e·'·· 
f ':nes'" -",valnr"'·~- 0'" l'r::i-~"'-a"';cr:ai e"""pe·ra+-~"- ··'n·-,..··a.'· ,~I'lO-l'"''1'1 - ,,_ -.:;;'1".:;' r-~ - 4ww .. ~. _ .... _ '''._ _..6..\"; •• _.1 yY.' ....... '':~j . <=. ... " 


.c:nppn:-r. prQ'JrSl.\ is ;.lsea. tc create ~obs fo:- Anerica~5 at tlhe .. 
Wes':.inqhcU;$; Cc:? .r_"'\din t'..lrn a.::sis'! t1:e Gr..anaia:!. gc~iernl.iierit 
~elpit= pc?~l~~ion mz~nt~in~~ei= ~le~tii; pcwe~ ~eeds ~nrl 
imp::cve ~htei!: ~..:a:l t~· 0 f .!.ife. I 

PrQ1not:.ng l~emo~ra.C"i'. ~.:pa=t; of ;;~ana' S J::qo :.r:.g ':i=,.,aresS~:: 
suppcrt ofde!r.ocrat1= ;:rir:::::iples, ;h-; t;:.ited States ~'i':l donate 
$~n:1'!c IIr.;p.r t.r..~ In.ternational Cri:::.l:lal' !nvEs'!i.qat::.i,-e and 
Tral-:-.ing Assista'::lce P=:lqrazr (IC:T.\P~ to· ass:.st the G~anaia~ 
pol~ce force ~~ i~p=ovinq and strar.9~~en~n~ ~hQ:~ nC~-l~~II~~i 
""r ...··'c; - ........ r""· --pa~~"~' t; es 'L..::.' '" ·.::·· .... ·~er p..oPo-e';c"a' ~ "'Ie "'·~e
~...,,.. w_~""'w -""" _ _ c:. AJ...&"._ _ , J.~ __:, _L.. __l! ... __ .;l..., ...:. ____ "'--­

o::!:.:~r ccrps, and enhan=e the '=ir;a'.n.i.~;;:.L.:.;.;.L' ~tr::-='::.;:.·~ and . 
=esour::e mar.aaene::.t of the pol:.!.ce ,ferce. IC!'Z'}..P hslt:s coJn~rie~ 
train ar..d ed'.:.~a~e j;:el':"ce forces 1:y r'.1:1r.ing 5·;ched".lCati.O~a.!. 
r-':"'nIT·;I!lTI~ ~." "':!"_e ;\cle clf t:.e P::l':'ic'E! in a De:nccrac'l'i~::mIC'~~nitv- ,­
Po lici:lt;' i and H:.:r:tar: !).!.g!lit~r.1f :'::'is e:fo:-t :'r. G!'lana f.illl fur'ther 

http:g!lit~r.1f
http:pol:.!.ce
http:PrQ1not:.ng
http:St:z:.cngthenj.ng
http:v1:.Ci.na
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F!ffcr:.s to ?r:::.n~)i::~ h1.!.."'!:.a:: =l.·2hts and. stre!"gt:.~!"" \:.::a -:c:l:J.je:-.:e 
a~d ~~l?~io~sh:~~e:wee~ tha Gr.ana:ar. p~li=~ and i~s =itize»s~ 

Technology ~ld ~dueation" Praside~t Cl~n:~~ a~d P=es:ce~t 
i:\c!tt."l:.::::s :!lsc::.ss-::l L::~~ _:.:~(..:::. t.C:.~";.·.:e ~f e:luca~:..:.:: eo:: t:l m::;::-.. .t: -::-	 ." 

.: '1:... _ ....... .;-~ .... ~e .I." ~".Q- r,~ -l~ r:~-,..-;3. ... pet"":~".o ........ rr.: -""l-r"t f~~::::r.''''_-J.".
-It'.t-'--"-"~ .~.. .Lw_;:::..J. C. - ...... <:: ••Q_~.. .:..J::- __ ,:-C'. .... '"'- ;a. -.l ""_ 

7owar:'s tn3.t er.::l, the t.7r.i ':.ec. Sta.:as wll.:. ;:r: ":i.ca: 

~c~~~l -0 --~~~~ pa-~~--s~~~c ·~a t1n4~~~ =r~~e"S wl·.J.·l ~c~a·-• 	 ;, •• _ ..... ':I"~_'I..: .... _ ......0::- •• .:. ... _. ••• ._ ... _____ .. "_ ••• ;:" 

S:' ::.. ill:Cl! :";Vt.:L "'::1~ ';'4;::<t t.t:.=ee yea=.3, co p::.r-: c,t ~.!:>f s 
?e=h••c:':-gi' ~or Zd·.:.cat:l.on proqrar.~ to link 1,00:) .il.t!:'':'can ;:ri:r.s.ty 
schoels ':,() s':'s+;:e= s=hoo_s ~:: the U::-~.i.ted S:.a\:.e~. As· veiL::' c..: Z , . 
the Le~and !nit:ative, nar.ed &fter ~crmer Con;!:'ess~a~ .Mickey 
Lela~d, t~is ef=ort is alrr.ea a~ brin;in; :n~ernet conr.e=~~vit: 
':c: ;'fricar. ~c:"eols o.r.:!. b.ralp:':'I:J t'hAJ':'! ~~ta::::::sh ed1;':atic!"!.al 
partr.e!:'s'!:.i;s wi:'h the ir .An:.er"ican coc..."l~e:parts i:l the OS. :1::'a 
cr tee :l:!t liak~l. ~~cwee~ Piney ~=a~c~ Z!emoct~r? S=hc~l 
i: Takcna Pa:k, Ma=yla~d and st. Mart:i~ ~e Pores Sc~oc: i~ 


Acc:a. 


• 	 !~~e=net h~ok~p ~cr t:'e Gha~~ia:l's A5S0:!::~o~ ~: ~:me: 
::;.:.LL.l:tJ!:\:!!~e1.:'~' ,G.JI..v...-;:\. ..IiI:' ::;tr:r.g't~en t!-.:; 
3ssoeiatio::.s abil:'t:y :0 use :he !:lternet. :'0 

~a=kat ~n.fo=:c.at:i::n, !::-·;"es':.crs a:lc. C'..l5!.ness 
'"' '10.' .:r..er...... ers..J.'O • 

businesi 
bring ::'.:s:.::me=s. 
assis·_cm~~ !..u ~-::~ 

• 	 A(..i.:~:;.! -:c Globe ~:et:·,l~=;;. ':'ho.Pros:ldenta:;.:;.cur.ce-:i 'l:.he 
esta'::lis:unen-:: of tn'! "Globe !ni:'iative '• :~r ~he Ghc:.na 
eQ;.lc:.';icn syste:r. wn:o::t :le:s!;ned to cr.~~H:;; t;.\:l e:vJ'i~oJ.-u:.c!::r..·":.:1: 

alN'arl!:r.ess . and s::ie:;. ti fic u=:.derstar.d~!lq c! tr.e eart!'l by !.ink.:.~q 
sc!"!.o:;ls a.11 aro:..:;.::d :::'e t....crlc·. Curre!'l.:.!:: over 4, ~OO S::!".CIJ.J.S 
I..:i'th "\'I'9r 7ii, Qn~!=;-.~:dents ate pa..rtiC1Ps,t':':lCl' i:~ the G~cb'5 
r"''''1''-"~ a... .4 "'!".,an- :n. r!'s t'lo.;::. -:'t-lo-. C" '1"1-""~":"rl ~-i"1 1·pat ... ; ....p ,,",::,_Q.:....._ \,;....0:;:. • a.... .._ o_ •• ~ ~\:..'-"'J ~"' p ...___ ...... --.. 

__ '-_.,..c:L __ 4-::: _ ...... __ .~_\" ".,,; __ ~ ,',)• 
Powe=Ne:. ~-Q~ti~~ e'e~t-~~:- ~-;d-e-

el F./"";-'I"(";l"Ii:= CC!lversa~ion 2'••i.d confarances 
-:he :;n':":'e:i S+;:ates a:;.:i _~f:::-i=atFo\.;erNet 

c..DaCJ~~ , ':1"'"_-- w-b ........ cr.---;n-. ~ 

-- to li:k \iorc.en frorr. 
....il.!. provice innO·la.tive 

',.na"/3 fo:; wo:uen to ch;::.ro:: eUCCQ:is anc.s';ri!::.eg:'e.s Tnr. ~hp. =~t.....:;.re 

to resolve cor..fL:.ctsl to=.reace m.1cro-e:-,::er~rises, discuss 
ways :0 ral.se :::eal':l".~· !lur,ilie::s, d..t!tl in:.p::;.vo; e:'J.c.!l.t!.on :0::' 

yo·;.r.q girls. 

Rupport for Peacekeeping. In supper: ~t Gr.a~afs role in 
~~~~e~QC~'-- ef~o-t- ~~el:'" -_.... .._- .-1:"" ':'~""::: .:..... ~: '_ .. ... ~n~ted Sta:es f~~alized an aqreemen~ 
"··~"h ,.. .. e r::h ... "J.......... .,.~ .......-",:-- t .... - ... ',. ;. - .... -"."_""''./.. -. ..... - a •• :.. ..... 4 qc. __ ......"' .. _ 0 .-:::_91.~;;a s_::t. .' COPT" 1 •• 1._.;.._.:1.... _ 

helicc!':e=s :'!4 20:C f·=r· tt-.e Gh:r.aia~ ar:lec f:Jrces '.lr.d.er ':he 

http:e:'J.c.!l.t!.on
http:in:.p::;.vo
http:ch;::.ro
http:innO�la.ti
http:ed1;':atic!"!.al
http:ri:r.s.ty
http:Zd�.:.cat:l.on
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e)~cess :::'afe:.1.se =.:-:i.c.!.esp=;·;ra::.. .:'.3 ;:a.=~ J: :his p=e -;:a:::., the 
P!"es.:.c.en~ ::5 a·.::::.c=i:!.ed to t=a,:;,s:e:, excess d.efer.:.se .!=-.::pnsr.': :~ 

. .' ..•.•• ., • . .., I • 
co~c~r~.s tna~ IX~~C1t • r~~'~:V~ !~C CQns~=~ctlve :e;lo~a1 =o~e 
in s~pp=rtin; ;I!cekeep~nq ef~=r:s. Ghana wi!l pay ~:= ..__-,.,..........-..1 .; .. ec:;t~ ."r -.c:: ..... o,..r ,,_,1I. a.u_ /:" _" <:l!.l ...... 

?rotectir.qthe Environment. T:, a~sist. t;;.har.a ',dt.h it::: "'!'::<.fL:' tv 
m~':"r..tai:. the c:.:..-:.tl·V'S r..a:u!"a':' b-aa~ty and heritage, :::'e I 
r'res '_ p z ~"~l'~- e~~-L-~-~ ~o ~~ese"'··c c:..:...... . 
....... .., .... er......... -c----t "".l.·oc·.l.· ... .,.-s·t:·· ";;- ....01 -I.,.. Gh-r:a 'T'h~ -rant 
~ l'~en _ ~1~~~~~!" "" ..... :<........ S'_ ..1___ "'.. • .........I~.. _ •• _ ...:-.. _ .. - "!'l.~ 


""'.""' ••w ,,_ _ .....!- _ .. :;..- ~ .~" .- .:. l" ,::,' .,... . .• ' ... ::l...'. -.... ~ ; 

ag=eer.ent'..;il'.::-~ ::'e Ghar.a Her.l.taae ::o:lservat':":':l Tr'Jst; establ:shes 
an e:ldo\o.-::le:,'C -:c !;.;.r~cl I..!l~ long--;~=r.: =te.ne..;er.lE:nt .0: the :<!ik~ 
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TIm WHITE HOUSE 

Office of tbe press secretary 
. (Accra, Ghana) 

~F~o-r~I-mm--e~d~i~a~t~e~R~e~I~e~a~8~e------------------~----'-Harcn ,~, 1998 

RBMAUS BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE· PEOPLB OF GRANA 

Independence square 

Rawlinqs, honorable ministers, honorable mambers of the council 

Accra. Chana 

11:40 A.H. EST 

THB PRBSIDBNT: Thank you. Pra.idenc and Mrs. 

of state, honorable members of Parliament. honorable members of 
cha Judiciary, nananom and the people of Ghana. (Applaus•• ) 
Kitsea au. (Applause.) America fuo ky1a mo. Now you have shown 
me whiJ.t a.lcwaaba really means. Thank you, thank. you so much. 
(Applause. ) 

I am proud to be the first AIiIerican president ever 
. tov1s1t Ghana. (.Applause. J A1:ld to 90 on to uganda, Rwancta, 
south ~frica, Botswana, and Seneqal. It is a journey lonq
overdue. America should have done it befora r and I am proud to 
be on that journay~ Thank you for welcoainq me. (APplause.) 

I want to li5ten and to learn. I want to build a 
fucura partnership between our two people, and I want t.o 
introduce thapeople, of the United states tbrouqh my trip to the 
new face of Afr1ca. FrOD Kampala to cape ~own, fro. Dakar to ' 
Dar-Is-Salaam, Africans are being Sitirred by new hopes for 
democracy a~d peace and prosperity. 

eha~lenqes remain, but they muat be to all qf you a, 
call to action, not a cause for despair. You muat draw strenqtb 
from the paat and enerqy fro. the promise of a new future. MY 
dream for· this trip 1& that toqether we might do the thinqs so 
tha~ 100 years from now, yourqrandehildren and mine will 'look 
back and say this was the beq1nn.1nq of a new African renaissance. 
(APPlause.) 

With a new century coming into view, old patterns 
are fading aw~y. The Cold War is 90ne; celouialis. is gone;
apartheid is qon.. Remnants of past troubles remain, but, 
surely, there wi1l come a time when everywhere reconciliation 
wi11 replace recriminatioD. 

N~, nations and individuals finally are free to 
seek a newer world where democracy an4 peace and prosperity ara . 
not sloqalllS, but the es••nca of a new Africa. Africa has chanqed 

i .... '. 
':' 

,1,:..; 



--
.~ ..... ... .. , ;" .. 

- 2 ­

so much in just '10 years. Dic~atorsh1p h~8 been replace~ ~o many 
places. }ilalf of the 48 nations in sub-saharan Africa cholose 
their own governments leading a'new generation willinq ~o learn 
from the past and imagine a future. Though democracy haal not yet 
qained a permanent foothold even in most successful nations, 
there is everywhere a qrow1nq respect for tolerance, diver-sity 
and elemental human riqhta. 	 \ . 

A decade ago, bUsinea5 was stifled. Mow Africans 
are embracing' econoaic refOrB • Today fro. Ghana to Mozambique, 
from Cote d f Ivo1re to Uqanda, qrowing economia& are fuellnq a 
trauafotllatiol1 1.11 Africa. :For all this pro.iaB, you and. t know 
Africa 18 :oot free from paril -- the q.noei~e.1D Rwanda: FiVil 
wars in Si,erra Leone, Liberia, both Con;os; pariah states\ that 
exPort vio:lence and terror; lIi11t.ary dictatorship in Niqeria; and 
h1qh levels of poverty, malnutrition, disease, 1llitaracy~ and 
~nemploymel!lt. TO fulfill the vast promise of a new era, Africa 
must face't:.hes8 challenges. W. must build classrooms andI .. ' 
companies, increase the food. supply and save the enVironme\nt, and 
prevent. disease before deadly epidemics :break out. 

The united States is ready to' help you. . (Applause. ) 
rirst,!'my 3:ello" AIlerican8 must leave Jlehind the ,stereotypes 1:hat 
hava warped our view and. weakened our understandinq of AfJfica. 
we need. to come to know Africa as a place of naw .beq1n.nln9S ;aJld. :, 
ancient wi!:doDl froD. which, as i, my wife. our !'ir1~t Lady# ,~,.a1d in ..' 
her book.. life have s,? much.,to learn., It 'i8 ,time for A.ZIeriC\~ana 'to. 
put a new "~frica on our map;' (Applause.).· ',:,,~ : ,":. 

I 
Here in Independence square, Ghana blazed thrr path 

of tbat na,-, Africa.. More than four.decades, ago, . Xwame Nk~ah . 
proposed. what he called. a !lmotion of deat~yll as:, Ghana .st~pped 
forward. aa a free and. independentnatlon. 'today Ghana,aqain .' 
liqhts the way ·for Africa~C" Democracy i8spreadinq•. Business is. 
grow1nq. Trade and investment our rising. Ghana ~as the lonly 

~~~:~:"{"d c~an7toda7 ol1our~"wYark ~~o~: .~~ch~n:~l ..... " •. 

You have worked hard to preserVe the peace 1~ Africa 
and around the world -- fro. Liberia to Labanon; from croatia to 
Camboclia. l'Usd you have qiven the 'forld a atatesman aDd. I . 
peacemaker in Kofi Annan to lead the United. Nations. (Applause.) 
The world admires our success. The united States admires your 
&uccass. We see it takinq root throuqhout the new Africa. Ana 
we st:and re,ad.y to support 1t. 

Firs:t.,wewanc t:o work with Africa'·'to nurture, ... ' . 
democracy, knowing it 1& never perfect or COlIPlet8.~ .we have 
learned. in 'I)ver 200 years that every day.. deJI.ocracy.. must:. be\ . 
defended, and a more perfect uniol1can always'lie ahead.:, . 
Democracy· r"quiras aore than 1:ha 1nsults and. injustice alu11 . • 

1.Dequality,that· 80 .any 80C.18.1:.188 have know and Merica h_ 
.	QOW'D • Oeac:tcracy requires hWllaD. rights for everyone •. ev~er•• 
J'OX' men ana women, for children ADd. the ald.erly, tor P80plr of 

HOD 
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d1fferane cultures and tribes and bacxgrounds. A good society
honors its eneire family. 

second, democracy must have prosperity. Aaericans 
of both political partie. wan1: to incraAseeracie and. investment 
1Jl Africa. We have an African Groweh' and Opportunity AC1: now 
before congress. Soth parties' leadership are suppor1:inq it. BY 
openinq .arkees and building businesses and creaeinq jobs, we can 
help and strengthen each other. By supporting the education of 
your people, we cau strengthen your future and help each o'ther. 
(Applause. ) 

For centurie., other natioDS exploited Africa's 

gold, Africa's diaaonds, Africa's minarals. Now is the time for 

Africans to cultiVate somRthin, more precious: tbe mind and 

heart of the people of Africa through education. (Applause.) 


Third, we must allow democracy and prosperi1:Y to 
take root without violence. We must work to resolve the war and 
genocide that still tear at the heart of Africa. We must help 
Africana to prevent future conflicts. 

, , 

, :' Hare 1D GhlUla you have .hOWD tbe world that 
different peoples can live toqether in harmony. You have proved
that Africans of different coUntries can unite to help solve 
disputes 1n neiqhbor1l1q countries. Peace everywhere in Africa 
will give more tree time ana mora money to thepress1nq needs of 
our children-., future. The killing must stop if aDe~ future i., 
to beqin. (Applause. ) 

Pourth'andfinally, for peace ana prosperity and 
dellocrac:y to pravail # you must pr,01:act your maqn1ficent ,,'l\atural 
domain. 'Africa is mank1nd's first home. we all came out of 
Africa. (APplause., Wa must preserve the maqnificent natural 
environment that is left. We must manaqe the water anaforeat. 
We must learn to live in harmony w1thoeber species. ,You must 
la,am how to fiqht drouqht and. famine and. qlobal warming. And. W8 
must share w1th you the tachnoloqy that will enable you to 
preserve your environment ana provide more ecouoaic oppo~unitY 
to your people. (Applause.) ,', , 

Aaerica has qood reaeonto 'work with Africa: 30 
m111ion Aaerican., more than ona in ten, proudly trace their 
heritaqe here. The first Peace Corps volunteers from America 
came to Ghana over 35 years aqoi over 57,000 have served +D 
~fr1ca since, then. '1'b.rouqh blOod t1es and common andeavors, we 
kDoW' we share the sUla h,opa. and c1reus to prOVide for our••lves 
and our children, to live in peace and worship freely, to build a 
better life than our parents knew, and pass a brighter !uture on 
to our chilclren. Merica need.8 Africa, America needs Ghana ae a 
partner ~ the fiqht for a ~etter future.' (Applause.) 

So many of our probl... do not stop at any nat1aa's 
bordar -- international cr1Jle and terror1sm ~d druq traffick1D.V" 

HOD 
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th~1! deqradat10n of the environment. the spread ofl diseases li~e 
AI:OS aAd malarla, and so many of our opportun1tle!a cannot atop a,1 

a :~at10n's border. We need partners to deepen the ~eaninq ofl 
delllocracy in America, in Africa and throughout tlte world. Ve 
l1e:ed partners to build prosperity. We ne,ed part~ers to live in 
peace. We will not build this new partnershlp ov.erniqht, but 
pe·rseverance craat:es its; own reward. 

AD Ashant1 proverb tells us that by co.inQ and 
qoin9, a bird. buil.ds its nest. We will cODie and qo with you fDd 
do all wa can 8S you l:2ul1c1 the new Africa, a work that .1Dustbeq1 
here in Africa. not with aid. or trade, though th-*y are importknt 
but first with ordinary citizens. especially the younq peOPle/ in 
tl118 aUdience today.. (APplause. ) You m.ust feel the "brill of . 
frelidOll blowlnq at your back, pushinCJ you onwara to a brighter 

f~U~., ',"', r 

There arerouqhly 700 days left uq.t11 the end ofl 
this century and. the beqinninq of a new millenniUm. There aria 
rouqhly 700 million Africans in sub-Saharan Africa. Bvery day 
aiel every incl1vidual is a precious opportUllity. IWe do not have 
mel.llnt: 'to lose and we Clo not have a parson to 10ie., I ' 

, I ask you. my friends,' taletme indulge.a.soment c 
o\:,Lr shared history in closinq. Xl1 1957, our qreat ,civil riqtlts 
leader, Hartin Luther Kinq, CUB to Accra.to help'r~present dur 
,c:cnUltry' all 'Ghana 'celebrated its '1ildependence'~ -He wall '·:daeply 
.c»veel by the :birth of your nation.' '. ~ " ;" '·l·;·;:"'.'·~: .:;·c ~.; 

, Six years later,: on 'the day after '~I. B.B._ pUBoie db 
hf.lre in Ghana, in 1963, Dr. X1nq spok.e to an eno;:r1Iloua qathertnq 
l~.Lke this in Wash~n.9toD ~ . He said theiOe I!l iDlple ,",,()):118: til: hays ,',m 

dJ:'eaJII, a dream that .all American. might ·l1ve ~ree.aDc1 equal ~:; 
l)l:'oehers and lii1stera." His dreaa became: the·dr~aD·of·.cur 'naticr 
auel chzmqael us in ways we could never have 1.maq~l1ed. ' We are I 
h~rcUy finished.·:but we have travelad a,;lonq way on the wlnCJs ot 

tba~ ~e~;_, ... .... ,'," ..' '., ...., I ',', 
. Dr. DUBois, atowerinq African Ame~1Cam ' 

~tellectual .. die4 here as a c1tl%.an of Ghan& a..tfd a frien4 o~ 
K'I\iamB Nkrwaab. He once wrote, "'The hallit o.f dea;aocracy muat t'e 1 
Q~c1rcle the 'Earth.n . Let us together resolve t~ complete th~ 
c~rc18 of democracy; to dream the dream that all people on t~e 
eilltire Earth will be free and equal; 'to begin a'r1nBW ,century ?Jit1 
that cODll:l1.taent to freedom and. jUl!Stice for all; to redeem th~ 
p,rClllliSe inscribed riqht here on :rndependence Arch. Let us f/ind 
f'uture here in Africa, the cradle of humanity. I . . 

Kadase, }\Dleric& dase. Thanlt you and ClOel blese .you 
(.Applause. ) I 

IHD 11:57 A ..M. (. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 

(Kampala, Uganda) 

For Immediate Release March 23, 1998 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE COMMUNITY OF KISOWERA SCHOOL 

Mukono, Uganda 

·4:25 P.M. (L) 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Thank you and good afternoon. Presi.dent Museveni, 
Mrs. Museveni, Ms. Vice President, Mr. Prime Minister, Mr. Speaker~ to Education Minister 
Mushega, to their Highnesses, the distinguished Kings here, the religious leaders and other' 
distinguished leaders ofUganda~ members ofour United States Congress, my Cabinet and other 
important citizens and public servants from the United States. And most ofall, I want to thank the 
pnncipals, the teachers, the students for showing me this wonderful school, the wonderful young 
people who walked down with us today, and the wonderful dancing exhibit we saw here today. 
Let's give them a big hand, I though they were quite wonderful. . 

As Hillary said, she and our daughter, Chelsea, came to Africa and to Uganda last year. I have heard 
a great deal about Uganda since then -- over and over and over again. In selecting countries to visit, 
I almost felt I didn't need fo come here because I knew .enough anyway from talking to Hillary about 
it. She has, I think, become your unofficial roving ambassador to ·the world. -' , . (:,', 

But let me say I am profoundly honored to be here, honored to be on this continent, honored to be 
in this country: honored by the progress that has been made in these last few years in improving 

. economic conditions, in improving political conditions. Thank you for what you have done, Mr. 
President, and to all ofyou. c<_. ' . . ",'.. 'c.' .~.. , . 

Earlier today we talked about trade and investment. And President Museveni wants more ofboth, 
and he should. We talked about political cooperation and how we could work together for the 
future. And I listened very carefully to what the President said about the history of Mrica, the 
history ofUganda, the future, what mistakes had been made in the past. 

It is as well not to dwell too much on the past, but I think it is worth pointing out that the United 
States has not always done the right thing by Africa. In our own time, during the Cold war, when 
we were so concerned about being in competition with the' Soviet Union, very often we dealt with 
countries in Africa and in other parts of the world based more on how they stood in (he struggle 
between the United States and the SoViet Union than how they stood.in the struggle for their own 
people's a~pirations to live up to the fullest of their God-given abilities. 

. . 

And, ofcourse, going back to the time before we were even a nation, European Americans received 
the fruits of the slave trade. And we were wrong in that, as well-- although, I must say, ifyou look 
at the remarkable delegation we have here from Congress, from our Cabinet and administration, and 
from the citizens ofAmerica, there are many distinguished African Americans who are in that 
delegation who are making America a better place today. . 

http:stood.in
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But perhaps the worst sin America ever committed about Africa was the sin of rieglect and 
ignorance. We have never been as involved with you, in working together for our mutual benefit, ..­

.' I 

for your children and for ours, as we shouldtiave been. So I came here to listen and to learn, to 
offer my help and friendship and partnership. And I came in the hope that because all theke good 
people up here in the media came with me and they're telling the American people back Home what 

. I 

we're doing -- it's not raining, is it? It's been cold and cloudy in Washington, I need a suntan. 
I 

I came here in the hope that the American people would see you with new eyes -- that they would 
see the children danc1e, see the children learning, hear the children signing, and say, we shbuld be' 

. I 

part of the same fut~re. . .... . . \ 

Today I want to talk very briefly about that future for our children: President Museveni and 
Education Minister Mushega have made education a top priority, especially through the Urniversal 
Primary Education Pro gram, and I loved hearing the children sing about jt. \ 

I 

. But you leaders have done more th~n talk and sing; they have acted. In five years, education 
spending in Uganda has tripled and teacher salaries have gone up 900 percent. I hate to s~y that; 
back hon:e, they'll wonder wh~ I'm not doing ~etter. And, more.importantly, your getti~g\something 
for your Investment: bettC1r-tralned teachers, higher test scores, Improved performance In ~chool . 
attendance from girls. I know that Kisowera School is proud thatit graduates as many gir1ls as boys, 
because we want all our children to learn so that all of them can succeed and make us all stronger. 
In most African countries, however, far fewer girls than boys enroll in school and graduat~. 
One-half the primary school-age .children are not in school, and that has led in many natioris to a 
literacy rate among adults below 50 percent. . 

Africa wants to:do better, Uganda is doing better, the United States wants to help. Through a new 
initiative, Education For Development and Democracy, we want to give $120 million dollllrs over 

. I 

the next two years to innovative programs to improve education. We want to widen the circle of 
educational opportunity as is already happening here in Uganda. We want to make investrbents in 
primary education for those who will educate boys and girls, because that is critical to im~roving 
health, reducing poverty, raising the statusofwomen, spurring economic growth. 

We want to promote girls' education with l~adership trairung and scholar~hips,·nutrition training,. 
and mentoring. We also want to support efforts to reach out~of-school youths. This is a huge . . . . . . I 
problem in parts 'of Africa, where there are children who were soldiers and are now adrift and 
without hope. 

Second, we want to help create community resource cent~rs with schools that are. equippep with 
computers linked to the Internet, along with books and typewriters and radios for more long :. 
distance learning. We want them to be staffed by Africans and American Peace Corps volu!nteers. 

Third, we want more new partnerships am~ng African scho~ls and bet~ee~ Americ~ and lAfri~an 
schools, so that we can learn from and teach each other through the Internet. We do this a lot now 
at home. . 

Let me give you an idea of how it might work. A student here in Mukono could make up t~e first 
line of a story and type it in to ·the Internet to a student in Accra, Ghana,who could then add a 
second line and they could go ontogether, back and forth, writing a story. Ateacher in Ner York 

. could give five math problems to students in Kampala, and they could send the answers ba~k. One 
ofthe very first partnerships will link this school-- Kisowera -- with the Pinecrest Elementary 
School in Silver Sl?ring,: Maryland, USA. I want more of them. 

Fourth, we want to support higher education with the development of business, health care, science, 
. math and engineering courses. These are absolutely essential.to give Africans the tools thl need,to 
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compete and win in ~,he new global economy, and we want to help do that. 

Finally, we want to build ties between associations and institutions within Africa and in America so 
that groups in your nations and ours concerned with trade and investment, consumer issues, conflict 
resolution, or human rights can connect with distant counterparts and learn together and work 
together. This will empower citizens on both continents ... 

This initiative will help more Africans, all right, to .start school, stay in school, and remain lifelong 
learners. But Americans.will learn a great deal from it as welL 

We also want to support your efforts in health and nutrition. Uganda has suffered so much from 
AIDS, but President Museveni launched a strong education campaign with frank talk and he has 
made a huge difference, as have all ofyoti who have worked to tum around the AIDS probtem in 
Uganda. 

We will continue to combat it with global research and health care and prevention efforts. But these 
efforts are also essential to combat malaria, an even greater killer ofAfricans. Nearly 3,000 children 
every day -- a million each year -- are lost to malaria: By weakening as well as killing people, 
malaria contributes to poverty and undermines economic growth. Ninety percent ofall malaria cases 
arise onthe continent of Africa, but with increasing globalization we are all at risk. We now fund in 
the United States half the research on malaria, but we want to do more. 

This year, we've committed $16 million more to help African nations fight infectious diseases, 
including malaria, with an additional million dollars to the West African Malaria Center in Mali. We 
also want to support good nutrition. There are troubling signs that without concerted efforts, Africa 
could face a major food. and nutrition crisis in the coming years because of natural causes and social 
unrest. Children cannot learn if they are hungry. So we have proposed a foo'd security initiative for 
Africa to ensure that more African families can eat good meals and more African farmers can make 

. good incomes. .. 

Over the next 10 years, we want to stay with you and work at this.' In the next two years we . 
propose to spend over $60 million in Uganda, Mali, Malawi, Mozambique and Ethiopia to increase 
food production, enhance marketing, expand agricultural trade and investment. 

I've learned'a lot since I've been here about Ugandan banana;, Ugandan coffee. rwill be an expert i~ 
all these matters when I go home. . .. 

i"want you to understand again what I said at the beginning. We want to do these things in 
education, in health care and agriculture and nutrition because they \Vill help you,.because we want 
to see the light that is in these children's eyes forever, and in the eyes of all other children. 

But make no mistake about it. The biggest mistake America ever made with Africa over the long 
run was neglect and lack ofunderstanding that we share a common future on this planet of ours that· 
is getting smaller and smaller and smaller. We do these things, yes, because we want to help the 
children. But we do it because we know it will help our children. For we must face the challenges 
and seize the opportunities of the 21st century together. The next century, in a new 'millennium, will 
be the brightest chapter in all of human history -- if, but only if, it is right for all of our children. 
. . 

Thank you and God bless you. 
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• 	 F:!.:.:t s~boc2.s w:'l: l:e sa:ected as com:,-m;n.:.t.y :::ascurce c=nt.:::::~ 
:c p:::o ......ide educati:;:,::al m:.taria:'s and .serre as ba3~s t,:) i:;-.prcve 
'~~~1 ~PA~~A~S pre~&ia~ion and t=a1~in= for out-af-schoel 
}·c·...1:i".. -:e:lte=s wi!.~ ;,rov!.::le :cmp1...::e:-s 1.iith access to :he 
!:::e:r:let, ·:'D-~:1·1 rc,::o".l:::-C::':, :'3~~e= ~:i"J.ca~:'=·:i.al mate:':'o:, :..:-:.­
tea:~er tra!ning a~~ deskt:lp ?~t:is~i~; :apabil!ty. Peac~ 
Cc=;:.:: ~.tolu:1:ee.t3 wi1.: ;rcv:.c.e s:.at!.:.ng ~;:<! c.;(':!ll_ll~t..l_'y :::': t!'~e 

ce~ters. 

• 	. SC.:lCo!.-to-::cnocl p3.rtn;.=sh:::'ps bet...a~n tl':.:; Ur.!.t~d St~+:'PJC: ~"r: 
'F.==i'=1! and aml)I"_g F.:frican .SC!lCO:S ~ill ;:e promotad t~.ro·J.qh 

http:t~.ro�J.qh
http:s:.at!.:.ng
http:tolu:1:ee.t3
http:i"J.ca~:'=�:i.al
http:cesigr.ed


.­
.' 

a:CE:SS to :::::.;:·.lter :echr'~olc1Y i:~,; froIn sxchange!. Ed:l,.:a::IJ.:>r:. 
rnit!ativ~ !!!o:ts will te c===~~nated and !nte;=ate~ ~iti 
Le:and a~~ 2::5£ and other eff:::s in ~~!s area. 

- ... r .... TT~!l:r J--' Ie: e"';"-"""':o'" t" ... -~".,.;., ~ea"':e""sbi", ;-4::0--1' .. • .... :;2 .. 

anc scholars:.ips I r.a:'s ing cOr.ut'.:..:::i ty awa:eness a::.d 5u-oporti for 
• 	 .;.r.t,:.- _ ..... '. '.9 __ - ....... ----:- _1 _ .. ,_ ... _-,; ........ - .-1:" -__"_'- ..:.._,-,_'¥ 1.·0 ...•• 


educati~q ~:=~S, strengthening sc~ocl nu:riticr. a::d iuncH 
proqra:ns a:ld l'.cr ...:..to=ing by older girls and women. 

• 	. U. S. -/l.frica::~ linkages at :he uni-.;ersi ty-to-universi:'y le~el 
will be bui:: thro~gh assistance with c~rricul~~ developmer.t 
ai:ned atcr!.:.ninq ;'n labor-ma:ke'.: rela tlcns ~ busi!:.ess f h~a: th, 
scien~e, =E~~, te~h~o:ogy and enqineeri~q ~:udie~. :n I 
add:.. 'C:..:n, t:..'!!='; WJ.L.. he a str::::r:.g focus on J.mprcv:.::.; teadler 

.' .. , , . 't' d h' 1 1 .. It.:aJ.n1.ng, .l.:.:.t.:J.r:.g ·.lr:.J.verS1 J.es aT:. t e.lr _:::lca ::c::::r.t:.:l..!.t~es, 

appropria~eski:ls t=ai~ing, a::.1 enccu~aqing s~=c~;ar 
cCI:II1luni ty c:::'::"eqa resources. 

rrofesslor..a1. ::':=.ininq a!'ld Civil Educa.tion 

• 	 rh~ eau!::a:i:::: initiative will fund partnerships between tLS. 
and ~-f'!rica:l ;overrur.er:.t ins1:i tutions and ci...,il socie":y I 
orqanizatio:-.s. The exchanges =.=e eesig·ned to bet-:e= prc!L}0te 
'Jr.ders-::a~c..i::;: I coopera t:"O:l a~d. i:l,:egra+::'on ·:::If ~ul;lic-pr i ~a te 
ef!orts thr~:·..:.gi":. ~GOs" indepen:!a!'lt media, 'rule or ':awpro;rrams, 
a~d ~ealtt ~~d s=ien6e oi;a:li!ati~ns~ Ex=hanq~s will be /. 
st:.pp.!.emente:~ cy In-:.::oun~ry tra':':ling prcj ects t;:, enhance policy 
a.nd. 0J'e=ati~::!.al ski:ls and prc:lote net.~-1orki~g acr:::lSS the 
political a:~:i ci-"il .socia-:{ sI:ect:ru."Ll.. 

ENSiJR!NG BETTE'::. 'N""vTRI':ION 

A key part. cf :~e President's anncuncement today is ensuring 
that. while we :nprove t~e educat;,o:lal standards of Africa's. 
chi:dren we a.lsc ensure adequate and proper !louris~~ent andI . 
pro~ide assis:~~ce to enhance aqriculturalproduction., 

~urrent fo~d s=cu~ity trends prcjec'C that by t~e year 2020, 
percent o~ A~=:=a's ch~ld:en will suf!er from m~lnutrition, 
already -:!-.e ca:.:.se of· ever a ~r..irci c: deat::-:.s of children, ".l.nder 
the age ~= r~~= in Africa. 

The Af~ica f~c~ Security ILit!at~ve (AFSI! is designed :0 ~ssist 
A!ri=a~ natio=s io strengthen and protect aqr!cultur~ and fbod 
security ir.a :-;.Ult\l::)er of key areas I incl".l.ding: 

25 

http:ca:.:.se
http:0J'e=ati~::!.al
http:thr~:�..:.gi
http:rrofesslor..a1
http:t.:aJ.n1.ng


3 

• 	 a~~~=:=; hea~t~j a~~ a!~ern5tive cro; prcd~c~~cn; 
• 	 ~~~t~r na=ket e~~i:i~~=i 5~d di3t=:~~:i~~ cf ex:s:i~; 

r:r:ps: 
• 	 ~~c~~ased tra~~ ~~d !~vestne~t i~ a;ri=u!t~ra: 


:.~dU3-;:r1es; 


• 	 attacking =r~p diseases; 
• 	 and i=c~easi~; ~cce~s to modern a;=!=~ltura: techn~1~1Y 

~y~t=~~ to ~~~i~~ w~~h i~c=QasQ1 c==~ ?=odaction and 
:;i.istribu':::.cn. 

T~e pi:=t b~dget for t~e f~r3~ twcyaa=s :~ the initiative ~~l! 


ce S61 rr:':li~:1, \-lh~ch ·::!ll=l!::1.ents US.A:r.' S C1.1rrent i:lvest,,"!'4e:1ts !.:1 

:::.'?c:~ cff:'"'l"':- ~. :unds '..::1.1 be ,::tar..:1.e:ed ~c· ::'e a;Jpro-criate 

;';V';r:-..ment ar.dprivate sector or;a!'liza~i:J::s. 


__ 'W.; ~-e'-~:ie~-'- ~rc~r'~~•• 

:-..:ture c: Afr:":a'~ r:h_!d:-en ~s :::~n'carir:.g t:i: infectiou3 d:seases 
. t:.C.t ·:lc:~n :<:::i :'I!..:t~:i :l~;:lr..·; li·'~s. 

T~e_.:oj. -~'·-~·e·-~e·~~... __ "-' _;...... :.. '0:_ -~e : _..::._ .Atl....;,:- ~ _ c: ii~v;st:'::g i::. :~e 

.'::_-1:'" ccr.·;..-~ .lL" a, ___ a '-,,, .:..J :rr..___CJll~. 	 ~';'-__ ;"=i- •......,::1_ ...ala __.... 1 • ••·A.... 1· -')0,• ..;. ..__,. 'L--____ 1 ~ - _._'". ~" ~_~--••• 
dea t:-:s pe= yea!', tr.e ?!";~ident anr.Ol.1nces =.:1 acidi ti:r.al $: 

...........~.1'~C~_ ...... .a. ~ --~~~" .... ","w t~e ...uac:·~--''4 4.1 _ _. _ _ .." ___•• ,-• .;. -~c.~r.... _ -~
~n J.j, 	 I~S~l'-u~e~ ~f He~l~~ _ __ '--'....... 	 ~""-:1.i.c::...L. 


p-~v1~~ further assi5~anCe to the Mul~11at~r3! I~itiative =~ 
:ru:.la=ia (M:~). 'Ihe 9'rar.t ...,::'1: tOCi.!S cr. cO:1tinuillg e:l'.~ca-::o:.al 
!!e::'.:":l~=3 ~d ,-rill !::·..:ppcrt :'i".e P.~gic~al !-:a:' .. ria Lab' ir: ~a:: tn 
re!cforce 11:5 p~~i-:itin as a regic~~l cer:.ter of ex~eller.ce iri 
.Ll..!r~=:. -,0:':'5 e.r:':J.:-r: ~:!.!..!.C=!tlfJl~m~;!L d.!~ :.-:.;roing rY' 90 ~l: 

m1!li~r. I:1.~9=ti~us riseas~ Initia~lve f::- Africa that !o=US~$ 
en surveillance, res~o:lse, ~revent:"on: a:l:: build':'r.q l~ca: 
r~s:..~t=,~r~. -"':~r.,;jc:it;,.· :0:- :'n~€=:.iol'S dise:ases ,::~ro'.lc:-hot:t tie 
con':i~a!1.~. 
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For Immediate Release March 24, 1998 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

IN PHOTO OPPORTUNITY WITH 

~LAGEBUSnmSSO~R 

Foundation for International Community Assistance 

Wanyange, Jinja District, Uganda 


THE PRESIDENT: You know, one thing I did not say in my remarks I think I should point out 
here, just because of the press here, in explaining this to people _. all these people who get these 
loans, they don't have balance sheets, most ofthem. They don't have an asset and liability sheet for 
which they could get a. normal commercial loan. What they have is proven skills and a g09d 
reputation for being responsible. . '. . I 
The repayment rate in this FINCA program and throughout all these programs across the world is 
98 percent _. 98 percent of these loans are paid back on time. And that's why I say we do i$2 million 
-- I wish we were doing $100 million. I mean, I can't think of anything else where we have invested 
money that has a 98' percent success rate. It's a stunning thing, just because ofthis fine w~man and' 
people like her all around the world. It?s an amazing ,thing. .' •I 

, ,': -:: .. 
Good for you. ..' 


We want to see your baby. (The baby is named after the President.) 


MRS. CLINTON: Will you bring your babydown?:'­

MRS... MUSEVENl: How old is he? 


MOTHER: Two days. 


THE PRESIDENT: My boy, Bill. Oh, 'he's beautifuL Look at all this hair. lwas completely bald 

until I was two. 


Your fourth child? Thank you for doing this. Why did you name this child after me? 


MOTHER: I was exp~:cting two things this month, the baby and the visit of the PresIdent. 
And I got 
both. 

THE PRESIDENT: Look how beautiful he is. He just woke up. The smartest person herd. 
. . , 

Q Mr. Clinton, what else has impressed you today? 

THE PRESIDENT: About this stop? Well, the income that -- these are people that start 9ut 
borrowing $50 in American money. They pay it back, they get another loan~ they pay it back, they . 
get another loan. It's like theire making all these markets -- or entrepreneurs -- you can t~rn a 

. ..' . I 



country around doing this if you have enough. But it really proves that people should not be written 
off just because they happen to be born and grow up in a poor area. . 

It proves that they are people of intelligence and energy and character, everywhere in the world. All 
they need is a chance. And insofar as we give them a chance, we strengthen nations and we 
strengthen our future. And in our case, the American people are better off. It's a fabulous thing. And 
I got a little boy out of it. 

He's beautiful. Thank you so much.. 

Q Mr President, we haven't yet had the opportunity to ask you about your decision to·invoke 
.executive privilege, sir. Why shouldn't the American people see that as an effort to hide something 
from them? . 

THE PRESIDENT: Look, that's a question that's being asked and answered back home by the 
people who are responsible to do that. I don't believe I should be discussing that here. 

Q Could you at least tell us why you think the First Lady might be covered by that privilege? Why 
her conversation might fall under that? 

THE PRESIDENT: All I know is -- I saw .an article about it in the paper today. I haven't discussed 
it with the lav-yers. I don't know. You should ask someone who does. 

QThere is speculation, sir, you're glad to be out ofWashington for a couple weeks. Is that the 
case? . 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I'm glad to be doing the business of the United States and the people. I've 
looked forward to this for years. And I think most Americans want me to do the job I was elected 
to do. And so I'm going to try to do what most people want me.to do. 

QWhat was your reaction to the crowd yesterday? We saw -- the pictures were pretty dramatic. 

THE PRESIDENT: I thought it was wonderful. I've never seen so many people at an event. But 
what I was concerned about, there were two people there who were just wedged between the 
crowd and the barrier, and I was afraid they would be hurt or perhaps even killed, if we didn't get 
room for them. And they got them out and it was fine. It was a wonderful day. I loved it. Q Have 
you talked to Boris Yeltsin, Mr. President? THE PRESIDENT: No .. 

:1!;==:;:.;~:!::::::::::::::::::.:::;:::::::::::.:=::::m::::::::::::::::::::::.:::::::::::::::::.:~:::::::::I:'.::JlJ::::M:','; 
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For Immediate Release March 24, 1998 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

AT FINCA WOMEN'S VILLAGE 


Jinja, Uganda 


THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. I will try to say this right: Kodeyo. Thank youl Imust 
say it is agreat honor for me to be around a group of women who say they are willing to kive jobs 
to me. Thank you very much.. 

It is a great honor for me to be here with the President and Mrs. Museveni. My wife and I like these 
loan programs very much. Arid Florence, we thank you for the fine job you did being the leader of 
this program today. I want to thank Milli Mukyala and Robinah Balidawa, thank you verylmuch for 
being an example to women', not only throughout Uganda and, indeed, Africa, butthrougnout the 
world. That United States is proud to support FINCA in these efforts. FINCA now has set up 3400 
banking groups like the two ofwhich you're a part, in Africa, in Latin America, in the fordter Soviet 
Union.' I . 

, I 
( The United States, just in the last two years, has increased itssqpport for such progr~.~stprough ,'. . 

our AID program; and now we are making over 2 million loans every year to people just . like you -."; . 
over 2' million. What that means is that women in villages like this'all across the world are Igoirig to .... 
be able to meet the net~ds oftheir children, as Mllli so .eloquently describes; are goingto bb able.:!o~~·.. .. .. 
build the economies oftheir villages; it will make their nations stronger, ~and they wiII ma~¢ the .. ' 
world a bett~r place. . . . .\. . 

So the song you sang today is a sqng for children everywhere. It's a song for"w6~en' everyWhere.. 
It's a song for the future of the world everywhere. We will continue to support these progtams as . 
long as I am President. . . . . . ..... '.' . .1 

I want to say a speCial way ofappreciation to my wife, who introduc'ed me to these programs now .. , . .... . I 
over 12 years ago. Twelve years ago she cam,e to me and told me about what was happening in a far 
away country in Asia -- Bangla.desh. And she' said this could be done everywhere. And yod have 
shown through your media and ours -- today you have shown the whole world -- what carl be done 
in villages everywhere. So you have done a great service, not only to yourselves and your bwn 
children but for women just like you all across the globe. And we thank you very, very mubh. 

To comment on this service, 

sendfeedback to the Web Development Team. 




0=tice ~! :he ?ress secre~.~¥ 
(~a::',;:3.1E., 1J~;:.nda) 

R.D!AR;<.S' 3":: n·;::: ?~ES IDE~lT 
iJ?:~ D;:Pl\RT~.E 

E.n.~ sb:be .~irport 
F.n ~ p.hhp, :Jqanda 

THE:. ?!\ESIDENT: ,JuSt be:~=-e : left the hcte: th:.s ::',=rr.ir:g, 
: ta:k~d to the GOV9rnor of ~r~.nf~$ ~~ri Ry~p~1~~ ~y ~p-~~r~; 

condclences ar~d S:lrt·cw abou: the terrible i:1c:".:ie...:. in ::';::l.:sbc=c 
y€:st,=!::.i.c::.y. I atte;n?ted t,:, .:~ll the :nayCl:, who :":5 .an 0:2.:::' ~:::i~nd 

.....0.--* .. _ ~ .. re3.c:"s:i- l-in'y·ot_.Q·f ..... ~ ... e , ;'''.1-_ T ;'a~·e::1.'t.. • .•.. ... _ . 

. ;;';·<:t_ ','an;-n _ sat! "'1 _ ....."""I_.' .........ofo'·n~'\04......4_v --- •.1. "',..., c:..-_._..; J:: .... . 
I .... _ 1"0 r a""a" ~ ~_ ,;)=_ ~.f. .... ;;t; 

clist1Jrbe~ I a.m. :;: 've bsen ::.ir.j::'n; about this fo::: the :a 5 t· 

severa! ~cu=s. This!~ th~ ~hird incident ~n t~~ las~ !Q~ 


mO:l.ths i:l'\Tol~linq yo·.!r:g cn!.l::':e::1 and violer:.ce ir. s::!':.ocls, .3r:.d '!'l!:. :'. 

::~J.llY i..(.; ;:::;i<. UJ.I; ;'.LLI..:L~J.l;l" G=~,::e..t.~'::' :u !ilJ.u ·...:'hc~=·;I;:.. o::xp::' ~::lI";.i.~'::!'::4i::! 


are in' C~: country oc ~his !~d try to a~alyze :~is terrlbla 

-:.raqedy teo see whet!ler t:lere are ani cotr.:non elements l:: :'C1S 

In:.::.dent and ~!:le ot~er ~wo, and whether i. t ir:dica::es ar.',' !\:.!:::ter 
ac~:cn'o~ o~r par:. 

':oed::.y -:he people in ny :.ome state and a t::lwn I kno'l! Ve:::'i 
··tel: are ;:.o::iev.:.ng.. They' re ~".1=!e=ing lc:sse:s. 1-_'"11. we s!:c'.lld 
:o:-.!s on t::at. Eu.t I de th:.:.k in' the -N*eeks "Co co::"!s \.;e ~a:ve toe 
ana:yze ttese ~~c:der.tsand see whether o~'no~ we can learn 
anything' :hat will tell us n:.at: ·..ze can co to p,revent r',.l!'ther 
cnes. 

Q D.) you ha'J'e any t:::~l';rr.ts abcut how tc s':cp t1::s'? r 
rr.ea::. , Y'YJ' ""e teen th1r.k!.::.~ atcnl": it, anyth!.r:q :cme t~ il'.~:1ci, 
s!..r? 

r':HE?RESIDENT: I C.O:1't •....a:-.t to say :CO !l:l::h. '•.:.rr:il ',Ie 'have 
a chance to acalyze the~. - dor.': ~now e~cuqh ab~~t tr-e =act~ 

, Y 

http:t:::~l';rr.ts
http:o::iev.:.ng
http:violer:.ce
http:a::',;:3.1E


--
.­

2 

~, thi~ incide~~. :~e t!cts of t~is ~~:ij9~~ are j~s: ~c~ 
• .... i'1,·~ --'!'Ji"'; ""-'!,....".;,..~.,.. •• _ • .., • ....... :;a<::t.. "l'-::a .,...Q ...... )..r-c: ~ 
=,::m~r.:.q q 4 .li... _ ~ __ ::..,.'...... : I..,; ..... '-I._'-S_;/, a __ _... i! .... Q __ ..... 'f\: ____ .-Ito.:. __ 

t I ..l -. ~.' '/ .,.,-••••......,"" 1: .......... ..'1 ...... .,. J.'-'" , ,..... b .......... ~ ....- _..... ' ­::~=-. gil:! ~n .... 1:1::l.r: •• __ _ .,...........n_\.:9:l:a. .... l-""r",'•.• 

:wo t~ draw an~ co~::~sion5. 

r .jcn't W~:-.: :::'e .!l"'C,ezican pecple :0 j'.ll.~P to .any 
c~nclu5!o~S, ~ut ~~5~ ~tr.e ho=rible t=aqed1es !i~e ~~is 
inlTOJ oJ- ... J y~n~~' p~:,,;:: p. whotiikeo-::r..er ~ecp:e t s Ii ':e5 a:l.d i:]:e-:'l ~r... 
:he process destrc·::r" thei: own, we ha;"e to see if ':here a-~ s:rr.e 
::omnon elemen':~. }o.:.c. ,... e f:'l 1001< c:.:-.d d~ our l:::cc~ -:0 do ~;,,~ :::'91'::: 
:~inq. 

Q DCI you s!;':3-;.ect that there arE! sorce =::n:.."lor. aleI:'~er.;.ts, 

sirl I 

t~ PRES:r.:£K7: ~'~ell, "tr.e cir::u.!'!1.s':ar:.c9s Cert:a.l!"u.J· seen t- ... 

hc.v.:: a. l.::rc 1.1":£ ·':O:!L."::...:;;::.. Wh!l.~ "<fe n~ed tc kr.ow :":1 what f.!l ze::-:'ihd. -;h-= 
. t ,,_ .. ,. I t' . . t-' h" • I':l.rC'.:LilS ar..ces. n.S.;. sal.... :;';!.;1.'C ~r:.a: t e ."'l...1ter!.·::!!: p:;cp.:.e 

:~day sh~uld s~~d ~~ei= ~~o~ghCS, t~e!r ~=ayers, t~eir ~cpes t~ 

=~e peo=le in Jones~c:o. But i~ the ~aek! ahead ~e n~ed tb lc~k 
i~to this ve!ry closely a:ld see \-:r..at, i~ anythi:."lq, ~'e can :f~I:d.. 
.Ar.ci then :.: \o:e do ii::-.d $c:'::i.1iiI pa.t-:~!:~$, .,J9 r.\:;gh': t/). "ta:.... ~ :Jr.-?t~~T~~ 

action seems .app=o:;;=:!. a':e .. 

Q YCI\:r tr:p t:::l Rwanda, c:::luld y::n.:. give us. jcs~ 2 lit':.::'e 
advance word. 0: what you hope tc ~.cco!!.pl.!sh ti:ere, sir? 

THE PR::S!Dl:'N':: Cbv:'o'J.sly, I ho~e' that ny tri:t: ~h2ra (11:1 
~elp to ~voi~ f~=~~IiiI= killir.g ale=-.; :~. e:h~:"= :!::.es, a~d. b=icg 
t~e attenti~)r.. cf tr.e ':-'lforld to ':::is i.n a 'liay l:hat ',;11: havel Zs.~. 
lmpacL 0:1 et.b!~~ ::.::;uil':';.;~::; i!~ ;J i.l..~L .p=i!. L~ •.;f 1:.~l~ ;..tvl.lu.· ~.l\d 

I

then ~fn goieq to :~me ta=k here ~o t~e regicnal ~ee~in; that 
?resident :.f:"lse~ler...:. :"as aq=eed to host, and! :"0iJe we'll =ohe eu:: 
'N! tr.· a' sta.t-~~mer.~ t:!iere that ~Jill allo~: us to :t'lake !u=ther 
;lrogress. 

Tna.'1k you.' 

:1: 08 A.M. (L) 
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Of!1~e ot ~~et~~s& S¥cr~t~ry 
(K~p.laJ Uq~ndaj 

. March 2S, 1998 

R~MARK5 BY THE Ph~SIDSNT 
AT ENTEBBE SUMMIT fOR PEACE ANn PROSPSR%TY 

J.mper!.al Bo;an1c:al Bea.ch !{o'tel 
lh'ltebbe, t194nda 

THI PRiSIDBNT: President Museveni. Pra$~dQnt Moi, 
Pr .Lnla Minister Melas, rresiu~t. B1~imc.Dgu, Presic1ent Hkapa, 
President Kabila. SeC::Qtary cer..erlll S41im;'to our distinguished 
guests. a~l. Let me. t1rs~o~ all, th~ the repl~~~uL4~lve. of 
allthG qovarn:nents whc::arehere, anc1 the leader. who have come 
.	to Enteb.be to share a co:a.mon vl.sJ,on of 4 br19bter fu.tau::·~ (VI. t.Lis 
reqion. . 

We seek to deepen the p:oqre,s that bas baGn mad. 
and. 'to meet:. eha t.ouqb challen98::' t.ho.l. ;.~main. We c;o.mo to 'E~t.@be 
because we share a comaitment to atrenqthgn O~~ cooperation, to 
Dui14 a pa=~nersh1p tor cbe Zlst c:eu~u~y th~t will Qe~.f1t all· 
ou:' peoplQ. 

We understand, and the last &tatcMent I ~ade at c~r 
meetin~ was cha~ these goal. will noe be met io. one meetiG9 o~ 
onG da.y or one year, .l:Jut we have formed. 4 sc11j, founQl:ltion fori 
pro<iress .iJl 1:h.e tl.i:c:ure. 0\1" c:hclleu'il~ a. we lel:.ve SAtebbe :i:s to 
bring to life thQ comm~t~Qnt in tAe re:&rkabla document .e have 
jUst. s1c;ned.. (Applause.» . 	 . . " 

What is in the ~oC::WIlenL! !'i:n;t, we kClve Q.9reed to 

deepen our affort' to promotg dgmocracy and respect fQr human 

riiht.s, the precious soil in which 9~4C~ AD4 p.Q6pe~ity grow.

When men and women alike are treated with dignity. when they have 

& say iJ1 c1ec:~.1011S that affecl;. tbei. lives, .oc:iet1ca· ;:lre bette. 

equlPped to ,seizQ the opportunities of the future . 


.We bave emphasized the importance of freely elected, 

a.ccoun~aRle goverAments; 4ffirm~d the vit.al ~ole ef civic 

orqanizat1on.s !n buildi.n9 stroDg and vil:lrlUlt soc:ieties; and 

pledlJjJad. "1:.0 u.pnol.d ll\JJllo.,Q~ t&rizm pJ:'i.nc iplcG. j.;uclucli.tl.9' the 

protection anci CAre of ref,ugees. 
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Americ:a. knows :roll1 our \;wn experience tha.t: t~ereis 
no liingle b:~ueprint for a successful deJtocra~y. We' ra 'till 
'Wo:king in c)ur country to c::-eate what our founl:!arscallel:! Iii. lIore 
pe;-f.:!ct un.iC)o. We' \ia .bee~ ill: it fo= 222 years 1l0W. SU: we a160 
know that \IIhile there .i.. no sing-ie blueprint, freedom, I 
nonetheless. is a. univarslil aspiration. Human r:i.g2:.t.o a.re r.ct 
~Q.towed Qn the basis of wealth or race. of qender or ethnic1ty; 
of culture or l:eg:i.on. They are the birthriqht of allme.n Ill=' 
WC:a'iill AverY\llhare.· 

·If . we work together to st:'enqthen democracy and 
resFect hum.i!Ul right3, we can help this continent reach il:S tull 
,Potential hL t~B .21st eQntury -- its t=ue ql'aatness, whicH has 
too 10.;;.9 teE!n denied.. We CaA deepen the ties amon; our pooples. 
Wa Cs~ bQ ~ f~rce fOI~ood together, and all our nations d~ be 
proud. . , . I 

Second. WQ have agreed to work together ~o Du~ld a 
flliIW ecox:omiO' future .. where the talent' of A.f'Cicals people lara 
unlel1seQ., tll,fi,! doers of opportunity are openecl to all. and. 
C'oWltries melVQ from the marq1ns'to the mail'1stl·eam of the global 
acoDo~y. Ye com=1ttcd to work ~n finding DSW stra~e9~QS to 
hac-:eu A..fr!.:a 1.If: olo!:).l ineeqra::ion. We plecged to·· speed. -the 
rsq!Qcal cooperation that i5 already underway, to eneouraq~ . 
cODLllon stand.ards for: =enD.ess and anticorruption. to eont~ue to 
be =aspcns1ve ~o ~heburden of debt. . 

. A key p4rt. of our effort ;i.5 expand1llq tbet..i.eis of·. 
tra.de and investment between ,OUl:' countries· so't.hat~Africa.:l1 ., .•. 
de!,eloPD1~.nt an~. A'1a.:1.9~owth'7- .andADerican gl'owt~.;exc~sle'm~ -..; 

. rC2.nio:'<:a 01:l.:e anot:har.. We want to reNarci· eAc:h other· for wf'rkl.u; 
together. Before. I left fol:' AfriCA I't~ld the~erican P810ple 
th.3.e it. was in our int:Clrest to help AfrJ.C~agrow . and blosscm and 
re~ch its f~ll potential. (Applause. ) I believe that.' 
(APpl aUJ::l. ) 

I want to thank the ~elIlb.rs of the United. Sta1cali 
Hou.se .,f .Representativel5 who "re on thi.; trip with rie fer !'the1.r 
lQadQr~hip in the pAssagQ in the Ho~seQf the African Gro~h and 
0iPor'tunity ,A~t .. I am committed to the Gwift passaqe of ~at act 
in ehQUuibad St~te Senate anclto signinc; it when I return home. 
r am very pl~ased that our Oversea$ Private Investment 
cQrporat:'on 'will bQ t.al.·t;la~inO" half a billion dollars for 
infrastruct'"l·re 1nve~taent in suJ:2-Sallara:a.Africa.. (App.lausi'). 

Thir~, we have a~reed to work ~ogether to ~an~sh 
gQ~Qeida frc~ ~his req10n and this eonti:ent.Svery African 
child has t.b,.· right to grow up in sate'ty and peace. We copd.Ban 
the perpetra'tors of the continued atrocitiea in Rwa.c.da, ani:! 
pledge ~o work together to end the horrors of this re91oa.1 That 
means ravivi:ru; t.he Ii.N. Arms flow C:ou1&&ion, ac:till'i 011 1:hf! . 
rt!<;ollUBel:1d.a.t1i~D§ Qf~be OAU study on. 1:he Rwal'ld.llD. 9snoc::i:.:ie. 'o.nc1 2.ta 
aftarcu.eh; eiC1COUraQ!llQ accelerated. proCJX'ess in brin9'l.n9 criminals 
aqainsc huma~ityto justics; denying sate havana O~ 3~~Vi<;~II,5 to 

MOD 
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ext4emis~ ori~ni~atic~s; anQ develo~1nq durable ju~ti~Q ay~tems 
tha~ are ~~ed~~le, impartial, Qnd effective. Ou~ effo~ts :ome 
.too la'tQ fo. yeaterday'» victlms. . They rc:,u:t be :.n tblQ to 
~rQVQnt tOM~4~OW'_ vict1m~. (Appl~use.) 

Ht:.c. ~ tOQa:r - ilnd. this is very iJllportant: -- we. have 
pledqed to fiad new waY3 to work together to solve conflicts 
'~Q'ore they 6xplod~ ~~te c~iccc &Ad to aet to ~cop them mQre 
q~1ckly when they de. 

We have pursued cur di8cu~aion in a spirit ofcan4or 
an~ DQ~tLQl re~p.ct, ~d : want to thank all the participants for 
bair.q honcst&nd gpan in our r.Quversat1ons. ~arica sharas & 
s1:ake in A.f1.-ic:.4 ~ S O\&cc:eOD, as t said. !f African na1:ions :become 
stron;ar. asthay surelY Will. 1f they becoma aore dynamic. as 
they clt:~r!y ~:e, He CaD ~ec9m. Qv~n bAtt.r part~ers in meetinq 
our common challenges. Your 51:abi11ty, Yjur security, your 
p.Qsperity will ada to our own. And our vitali:y can anQ .ust 
con~r1but8 ~Q yourso 

I' ve learned a lot hare in l~te.b:bQ t:)cia.y, .liste.n:'u9 
-- &lld. w1.11.cc.rry back to WashinGton, as Ilm sure the .est of our 
delegation will. WaIve agreed to build on ehi5 summit with 
reg''U.lilu.-. biq&.--l..vcl meotiIl~s. Wa will look for .1I1s\l1ts of our 
etfor~s not only 1n sta~emants like this ~ne today, with very 
b.1qa v11J:i.l:l11i ty. !:n,n~ in quiet places far .frclI1 theh.all.; of 
gover~ent; in communitiea and households III across our 
countriee, WAe:e Qrc!inary IIU1U2. and WOl11en Itrive each day to buil"­
.tron~ f~11ies; to find 90o~ ~obs, to p~ss on bat1:er lives tor 
t~eir c:hilc.en. Tbey ",T."Q the reason we are hare,· And. it is 
beeau.s.a of them that w.· all lea'/e Entebbe deterainec!to put our 
partnershi:F . iIltQ pract i c:"P., to make our dreams .a!l~ :.4e4l6 rea.l. 

'J!hank you vary m.u.ch {Applau. Ii. )o. 
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COMMUNIQUE 

ISSUED AT THE END OF . 

.' F:NTEBBE SUlVIMIT FOR PEACE 

AND PROSPERITY
, , 

.25TH MARCH 1998 . 

ENTEBBE, UGANDA. 



ENTEBBE SUMMIT FOR PEACE Al'iD PROSPERITY 

Joillt Declaration ofPrinciDles 

. The'Entebbe Summit of Heads,of State and Government 

At the joint invitation ofH.E. President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni of the Republic of 
Uganda and H.E. President William Jefferson Clinton ofthe United States of America, 
their excellencies iYfr. Daniel T. arap Moi, President of the Republic of Kenya, Mr. 
Pasteur Bizimungu, President of the Republic ofRwanda, Mr. Benjamin William Mkapa, 
Presidentof the United Republic ofTanzania, Mr. Laurent Desire Kabila, President of 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, Mr. MelesZenawi, Prime Minister of the Federal 
Democratic Republic ofEthiopia, and Mr~ Salim Ahmed Salim, Secretary-General of the 
Organization of African Unity, met on Wednesday 25 March, 1998 at Entebbe, Uganda. 

The exchange of views between the African leaders and the President of the United States 
marks a new beginning, launching a process of defIning and building a U.S.- Africa 
partnership for the 21st Century. The Heads ofState and Government reaffirm the 
historical bonds between the people ofAmerica and Africa. We pledge to deepen these 
ties through a lasting partnership rooted in common values and recognition ofour 
interdependence, and built upon mutual respect and the sovereign equality of nations. 
The Leaders cornmit themselves to honor and execute agreements mutually concluded by 
all the parties to rigorously pursue Africa's economic growth and transformation. and full 
integration into the global economy. 

Putting Partnership into Practice: 

The Heads of State and Government recognize that to effect this new, genuine and 
\ transparent partnership, there is a need to commit oUrselves to the identification and 
acknowledgment of both our mutual and divergent interests, the pursuit of free and frank 
discussions, and a clear understanding of the roles and responsibilities of each partner. 

A Partnership Built on Principle and a Shared Vision: 

, The Heads of State and Government recognize that a lasting partnership must be built on 
the principles of shared ownership, joint responsibility, and full transparency. 

. . 
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The Heads of State and Government further acknowledge a shared vital interest in long­
term meaningful engagement. We affirm that Africa and the United States hold a mutual 
interest: in fostering Africa's economic and political transformation and full in~egration 
into the global economYtand in promoting democratic participation and respedt for 
human rights. We affmn that socialt economic and political inclusion is the fdundation 
for l;1Sting peace and stability. The Leaders declare that African and American security 

. interests aLlke will be advanced by ajoint attack on the transnational problems of 
terrorism, disease, proliferation of weapons, drug trafficking and environmental 
degradatioIl. 

On BuildiIlg a New Economic Future: 
, 

Recognizing that Africa's stability, and democracy's viability, are rooted in the alleviation 
ofpoverty and the achievement of sustainable economic development, ~he Heaas ofState 
and Oovemment cornmitthemselves to a series of measures designed to speed kfrica's 
trarisfomlation and full integration into the global economy, and to expand mufually 
beneficial ttade :and investme~t opportunities:. ' "...1 ' 

, 	 " 

• 	 The Lea.ders commit themselves to fostering an expanded African and international 
dialogu~~taimed at defining strategies to: facilitate Africa's global integratioh that are 
as fle~ible and creative as those applied to post-war Europe ,and Asia; I. " 

• . The He:3tds ofState and Governmellt reaffirm the importance ofInter-Gover;nmental , ' 
.Authori1y on Development and East African Cooperation initiatives to facilitate . 

regional ecoriomic integration and create a larger regional market, and conuhit 

themselves to identifying ways and means to accelerate these and other efforts; 


• 	 Endorsilig the conclusions of the World Bank Summit convened in Kamp~lt in 
January 1998, the Leaders agree to target their own efforts in four criticalarbas, and 
to encourage the multilateral institutions to also fully support: .. , 

~ 	the development of a sustained international dialogue, based on mutl:l.al" , 
respect, on how to ensure that mandated economic reform programs ~eflect the 
specific circwnstances of individual countries; .. _ . . - _. I'. '. 

~ 'the expansion 0 f external resource flows, directed, in particular, at ppman 
n:so~rce development, infrastructure, rural development and reseatc~; , 
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=:> 	 increased investment in the physical infrastructure required to sustain regional 
trade and integration; . 

=:> 	 building African capacity to lead the economic refonn process through 

transparent and accountable political and economic institutions. 


• 	 The United States affinns the priority it attaches to speedy implementation of 

President Clinton's Partnership for Economic Growth and the enactment of the 

African Growth and Opporrunity Act, legislation that will pennit broader market 

access for African goods; 


• 	 The Heads of State and Government affirm the African Growth and Opportunity Act 
as a major step forward in U.S.-African economic relations, but acknowledge that this 

. effort to provide greater market access for African goods must be complemented by 
efforts to increaSe African capacity to diversify economies and produce exportable 

goods; . 


• 	 The Heads of State and Government pledge to wor~ together to explore ways and 
means of ensuring that this Act, and other measures including but not limited to 

. initiatives of the multilateral financial institutions, reflect and build upon the 

diversity, in both circumstances and approach, of Africa's national economies; 


• 	 The Heads of State and Government also emphasize the critical need to further 
strengthen, in partiGular, agricultural production and processing, including through 

" 

i ~the transfer of technologies; 

• 	 The Heads ofState and Government welcome the decision of the U.S. Overseas 
Private Investment Corporation (OPIC), to target SSOOmiIlion for infrastrUcture 
investment in Sub-Saharan Africa; 

• 	, In the interest of further expanding U.S, private investment in the region and across 
Africa, the Heads of State and Government are committed to undertaking concrete 
measures aimed at promoting African investment opportunities, and to building 
African capacity to further enhance the economic policy environment; 

• 	 In recognition of the African desire for increased self-sufficiency and the dangers of 
.aid dependency, the Heads ofState and Government agree that an accelerated effort 
,should be made to use foreign assistance as a tool for the enhancement of trade, 
investment and capital formation, as well as for sustainable economic development; 
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• 	 The He:lds ofState and Government recognize the continuing obstacle that the debt 
burden jJoses to Africa's economic transformation, and reaffirm their collective 
determination to fully implement innovative approaches to the managemeni and 
lessening of the debt burden; 

• 	 The He<l~ds ofState and Government commend ongoing African efforts, as well as' 	 Ithose 0 fAfrica's partners, to Increase transparency, fight corruption and sup,portI 

better business practices, and \veiCome regional and continental efforts to Nnher 
these aims . 

. On Condemnation of Acts of Genocide. 
. . . . 	 -. I . 

The Heads o(State and Government recognize the accomplishment of the Government of 
Rwanda in halting the 1994 genocide, condemn all acts 0 f genocide and p ledge to 
undertake a concerted effort to prevent its resurgence. To this end: 

. : 

• 	 All Heads of State and Government condemn the continued atrocities of the lex~FAR. 
the InteriLhamwe and their allies, pledge to work together to prohibit future atrocities 
in the Gr,eat Lakes region, including those aided and abetted by external armk' 
suppliers. call for the revitalization and expansion of the UN Arms Flow 
Commission,and are committed to publiCize and duly consider its' findings; 

•.African Heads ofState and Government pledge to deny extremist networks the use of 
their territo~,p~stal services, airports, fin~cial institutions, passR~rts, r~a~ref':vorks 

.and comr.nUOlcatlons systems~The SummIt calls upon all states to Implement tlght . 
controls over these networks abroad; - . ". .. 

• 	 All Head~; ofState and Government pledge to support)heefforts afthe cAU Eminent 
Personalides StUdy of the Rwanda Genocide ~d the Surrounding Events, ani:! to duly 
consider its findings and recommendations; . 

-	 . 

: • The U nite:d States commits itself to working with regional partners and others to .' 
. begin exploring, within one month's time,the creation ofan international Cdalition 
Against Genocide, the aims ofwhich might include: fostering internati9nal I 
coordination in support ofregional efforts to enforce anti-genocide measw::eSi 
providing a forum for high-level deliberations on long-term efforts to pre~ent 
genocide Ion the future; and ensuring international support for the findings of the cAU 
Study; '. . . 	 - . .' 

s 
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• 	 The Heads ofState and Government commend the Government ofRwanda for its 

efforts to render justice for the victims of the geri~cide and to prevent acts of revenge. 

We call upon the international community to redouble its efforts to work with the 

Government of Rwanda to achieve these goals; 


• 	 The f{eads of State and Government recognize recent progress made by the 

International Criminal Tribunl!-l fqr Rwanda, but express their concern about the slow 

pace with which the Tribunal's work has proceeded, urge the lCTR to do everything 


'within its power to accelerate the processing of its cases, and call on all nations to . 

cooperate fully and expeditiously with the Tribunal; 


• 	 The Heads of State and Government atfum that the restoration of regional peace and 

stability requires an end to the culture of impunity and the restoration of the rule of 

law, and pledge their best efforts to strengthening national systems of civilian and 

militarY justice. The United States commits itself through the Great Lakes Justice 

lni~iative, to an expanded effort to help the public and private sectors in Rwanda, 

Burundi anq the Democratic Republic ofCongo develop justice systems that are 


.,impartial, credible, and effective, and to support efforts to promote inclusion, [I 

coexistence, cooperation and security; 

. . 

On Fostering Democratic Participation, Human Rights :md Regional Stability: 
! 
I' 

The'Heads ofState and Government affirm that the destiny and security of Africa rest. 

primarily in the hands of Africans themselves. The Leaders pledge to seek additional 

resources and, in consultation with the OAU and UN, to build upon ongoing efforts,both 

regionally and internationally, to strengthen and sustain regional security and African 

peacekeeping capacity .. The Leaders condemn, and pledge continued cooperative efforts 

to resist. all forms ofcross-border terrorism directed against civilians. . 


Recognizing that the stability of the region also depends on the sustainability of African 
I democratization. the Heads ofState and Government endorse the core principles of 
inclusion, the rule of law, respect for human rights. the equality of all men and women, 
and the right ofcitizens. to regularly elect their leaders freely and to participate fully in the 
decision-making which affects them. Further: . . 

• - The Heads of State and Government pledge to pursue a dialogue on democratization 

that: accepts these core principles; recognizes that there is no fixed model for 

democratic institutions or transformation; explores alternative approaches to the 

democratic management of cultural diversity; and takes into account differences in 

historical experience; 
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• 	 The Heads of State and Government recognize the central role of freely-elected 
govenunc!nts in leading Africa's economic and political transformation, the nbed to 
ensure th:at those governments attain the capacity to lead effectively and tran~parently, 

. and the need to foster a healthy and mutually-accountable relationship betwe~n 
elected governments and a vibrant and responsible civil society; 

• 	 The Heads of State and Government affirm the vital role national organizations of 
civil soci(!ty can play in easing the transition from conflict and authoritarian riule to 
participatory democracy, and in contributing to the region's social, political alnd 
economic development; 

• Recognizing the critical roles local and national institutions of government pllay in 
providing a foundation for democracy, the Heads of State and Government uf.ge all 
concerned that increased emphasis be given to building the capacity of these 
institutions; 

• 	 The Heads of State and Governmentunderscore a shared commitment to resPFct for 
human rights, as articulated in the UN Declaration ,of Human Rights and the tfrican 

Charter otl Human and People's Rights;. ... .•.:. . . . . I .. 
• 	 The Head,; of State and Government urge the internatio,nal coIrimunity to tak~ note of 

the lessons learned from the region's tragic past. We pledge to uphold humanitarian 
principles" including the right ofcivilians to assistance in situations ofconflict, and ' 
the protection of refugees and non-combatants. We call on the international ,', 
community and host countries to prevent any future delivery ofhumanitarian 
assistance to armed combatants; to work to insure that refugees are not subjected to ' 
political intimidation; and to work closely with regional actors, both goverrlmental 
and non-governmental, to insure access by, humanitarian providers to all, 
popUlations in need; 

• 	 The Heads ofState and Government applaud the commitm'ent and effort made by the 
CAU Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution, and B1y , 
emerging sub-regional bodies, such as the Inter-Governmental Authority on 
Development, to foster A.fijcan-led approaches to conflict prevention, management 
and resolution and pledge to work towards building further international supp6rt for 
these efforts. 	 " ' " 
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On Pursuing the Partnership into the Future: 

The Heads ofState and Government unanimously agree to explore mechanisms for 
regular consultations and encounters at the highest level between African and U.S. 
lead~rs. Noting the importance ofmutual understanding between African and American 

• citizens, we call for expanded cultural and educational exchanges. 

The African leaders noted with appreciation President Clinton's historic visit to Africa 
and express the hope that his presence on the continent has opened a new chapter in 
Africa-U.S. relations. The Heads ofState and Government recognize that the 
development of a lasting partnership, characterized by shared ownership and meaningful 
engagement, will require commitment, time and patience. The Leaders conunit 
themselves to pursue this objective in the spirit ofmutual respect; to deepen a frank and 
horiest dialogue, to evaluate jointly progress made in the months ahead, and to secure a . 
meaningful and lasting partnership for the 21st Century. 

The President of the U.S.A. and the African Heads of State and Government express deep 
appreciation to President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, the Government and the people of 
Uganda for the warm hospitality accorded to them during their visit to Uganda. 

Done at Entebbe, Uganda on \Vednesday 25th March, 1998. 

SigIled: 

.................................... 

\VILLlAJ.vI JEFFERSON CLINTON, 


,PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF Al'VlERICA. 

• 

.................................... 

YO\VERI KAGUTA lVIUSEVEN}, 

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA. 
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, . 

......................................... 

DANIEL T. 

, 

arap 
, 

MOl, 

, PRESIDENT OF 1'B:E REPUBLIC OF KENYA. 
l . .; . 

......................................... 


PASTEUR BIZLvfUNGU, 
, : 

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF R\V AL'fDA. 

............................................ 

BENJAlvIIN \VILLIAlVI MKAP A, 

P~SIDENT OF THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TAL'lZAL'lIA. 

...................,......................... 


LAURENT DESIRE KABILA, 


PRESIDENT OF THE DElVIOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO 
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, 	 . ", . .' 

.MELES ZENAWI, 

.' 	 pmIE lVIIi'ITSTER OF THE. FEDERAL DElYIOCRA TIC REPUBLIC 

OFETmOPIA. 

ENTEBBE. UGANDA 	 2 5 1\'£ ARC H. 1 9 9 8 
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. REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT AND THE FIRST LADY 
DURING VISIT TO VICTORIA MXENGE HOUSING PROJECT 

Capetown, South Africa 

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you very much. Applause.) I am so pleased to be back here. I cannot even 
believe with my own eyes all that you have done in the year since I have been here. Congratulations 
to all of you for all of the hard work. (Applause) 

.	I'm delighted to be here with your mayor and so many. distinguished officials. But I'm mostly glad to 
be here with the women and all ofyou who have helped to build these houses. I have been talking 
about what I saw ever since I returned to the United States. I have been telling my husband about 
all of the work that is being done in South Africa to build this country; And I particularly told him 
about what I had seen here in Capetown. ' 

So when it came ~o be that he was able to come on this trip to Africa, of course he wanted to come 
to South Africa; and ofcourse he wanted to come to Capetown; and ofcourse he wanted to come 
with me to see what you have done. (Applause.) 

Now, you n:tay remember you gave me this pot last year. And you told me to go home and cook a 
meal in it or my husband. Now, I have to you that I live in a very big house with many people who 
cook for my husband. So they did not like the idea of my taking their work away. So I will save this. 
pot to cook for my husband when he is not the President and longer. (Laughter and applause,) 

. 
But you know, I brought the pot back because it reminded me of what you have done here. There is 
a wonderful story about a traveler wh went from place to place with only an empty pot. And he 
would go into a village and he would get some water and he put a stone in the pot. And he would 
put the pot on the fire. And people would come by and they'd say, what is this crazy man doing? He 
is boiling a stone. And then after a while someone would say, but he has a very good pot, maybe we 
should add something to the stone. So someone would come and they would add things to this pot. 
And pretty soon what did they have? They had something that everybody in the Village could eat. 

Well, that is what you have done here. You have taken your hard work, you have taken your 

motivation, your desire to have a house; and each ofyou has added something, We were just over 

helping put some of the blocks in the house. And now you have houses, you are building a 

community. I saw where the children are taken care of, where the store is. 


. So just like·this empty pot, this was once empty land. But you have --each ofyou -- added 
something to this land so that now we all of these houses where these families can live. I hope that 
every one ofyou feels the kind of pride that I do in what you have accomplished. Nd' as the Mayor 
said this is a real tribute to all ofyou. 

Last year I asked you how many of you believed you would have a house. And everyone ofyou 
believed you would have a house .. And every one ofyou raised you hands. This year I want to ask, 



how many ofyou have a house? All ofyou. (Applause.) Nd way back over there. 

Well, this has been a wonderful experience for me to, see with my own eyes what you have built. 
, But I am especially pleased that my husoand could' see with his eyes, as well. I wanted hi~ to come, 
and it's the first thing that he's done since he came -- we arrive here very, very late. The Mayor was 
kind enough to meet us, it was about I guess 2:30 or 3:00 in the morning. But wewanted fO come 
to see you, to tell you how grateful we are to have a chance to tell you in person how much you 
have accomplished. 

So it gives me great pleasure to introduce my husband, to introduce someone who cares very deeply 
about what people can do fore themselves, and works very hard in our country to help pe~ple and 
wanted to see who the women were who gave him the hope ofa good meal when he is no ilonger 
President. (Applause.) 

So let me introduce my husband, Bill Clinton. (Applause.) 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much.'Madam Mayor, Patricia, thank you all for making us feel 
so welcome. 

I really didn't have a choice about coming here because my wife said to me when she got home one 
year ago from South Africa, she said, you will not believe this housing project I visited. Th~se 
women are building thdr own houses, they're saving their own money, they're moving out bfshacks 
and shanty villages into, nice neighborhoods'with good houses and a good future for their children 
and they're helping themselves. And I want you to go and see it. I 
And pe~haps you,have this situation in your family, but when Hillary says she wants me to ~o and ' 
see something, that me:ms; you are going to see this at the first moment. (Laughter.) , ' [ 

So we got in late last night and we got up this morning and we came out here. I thank Mrs.' Mbeki, • 
back there for ~howing usherhome, Thank you, ma'am, and congratulations to you on yoJr nice ,," 
home. (Applause.) And I thank the ladies who are here who let me visit their construction rlroject. ," ,:', ' 
And I said almost 30'years ago I actually spent the whole summer building houses. And whbn I was' 
out helping you I realiz,ed it's pretty hard ,work, and that's why I went into politics, so I woJldn't " 
have to work,so hard anymore. (Laughter:) , 

Let me also say, ~n a serio,us note, I believe what you are doing here -- building your homes" saving , 
for them, taking a small amount of money and building a very nice house -- should be a mo~el for 
people who don't have a lot of money all over Africa and all over the world. Ifyou can do it here, 
than in villages all over the world people can do,the same thing. "" ' ,." " .. ":[ .'", 

And I came here today partly in the hope that through the coverage from --{gap in tape_ -. that all,' 
over the world people will see what you are doing in this neighborhood and say, I want my I 
neighborhood to be like that, I want my children to live in good homes, I want them to have a good 
future, I want them to believe that they can do better with their lives. And we intend to sup~ort you. 

Today. I'm pleased to almounce that our United States AID program, which SUppofts'projebts like 
this, will spend another $3 million this year to try to help build more houses to make more sbccess 
stories so we can see mQre people like Mrs. Mbeki and he family. ' 

Tharik you and God bless you all. Thank you. (Applause.) .;: 
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. . 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Premier Molefe, for that fine introduction. Mr. 
President, Deputy President~eki, Madam Speaker, Mr. Chainnan ofthe National Council of 
Provinces, Members ofParliament, ladies and gentlemen, I am deeply honored to be the first 
American President ever to visit South Africa, and even more honored to stand before this 
Parliament to address a South Africa truly free and democratic at last. (Applause) 

Joining my wife and me on this. tour of Africa, and especially here, are many members of our . 
Congress and distinguished members of my Cabinet and administration, men and women who 
supported the struggle for a free South Africa, people of all different backgrounds and beliefs. 

Among them, however, are members of the Congressional Black Caucus and African American 
members of my government. It is especially imponant for them to be here because it was not so .. , 
long ago in the long span of human history that their ancestors were uprooted from this continent 
and sold into slavery in the United States. But now they return to Africa as leaders of the United: . 
States. Today they sit alongside the leaders of the new South Africa, 'united in the powerful poetry 
ofjustice. , 

As I look out at all ofyou, I see our common promise: Two centuries ago the courage and 
imagination that created the Untied States and the principles that are enshrined in our Constitution 
inspired men and women without a voice across the world to believe that one day they too could 
have a government of the people, by the people, and for the people. . . 

Now the courage and the imagination that created the new South Africa and the principles that 
guide your constitution inspire all ofus to be animated by the belief that one day humanity all the 
world over can at last be released from bonds of hatred and bigotry. 

It is tempting for Americans ofall backgrounds, I think, perhaps to see too inany similarities in the 
stories ofour two countries, because sometimes similarities which appear to be profound are in fact 
superficial. And they can obscure the unique and complex struggle that South Africa has made to 
shed the .chains ofits past for a brighter tomorrow. 

Nonetheless, in important ways, our paths do converge --by a vision of real multi-raCial democracy 
bound together by healing and hope, renewal and redemption. Therefore I came here to say simply 
this: Let us work with each other, let us learn from each other, to tum the hope we now share into a 
history that all ofus can be proud of. 



Mr. President, for millions upon millions of Americans, South Africa's story is embodied Iby your 
heroic sacrifice and your breathtaking walk "out of the darkness and into the glorious light." But 
you are always the first to say that the real heroes of South Africa's transformation are it~ people, . 
who first walked away from the past and now move with determination, patience, and cdurage 
toward a new day and a new millenruum. '. .' 1 

We rejoice at what you have already accomplished. We seek to be your partners and your true 
friends in the work that lies ahead --overcoming the lingering legacy ofapartheid, seizing the 
promise ofyour rich land and your gifted people. 

From our own 220-year experience with democracy we know that real progress requires, in the 
memorable phrase ofMax Weber, "the long and slow-boring of hard boards. II We. know that 
democracy is always a work still in the making, a march toward what our own founders balled a 
more perfect union. 

You have every reason to be hopeful. South Africa was reborn, after all, just four years ago. In the 
. - I 

short time since, you've worked hard deepen your democracy, to spread prosperity, to educate all 
your people, and to strengthen the hand ofjustice. The promise before you is immense -~ a people 
unshackled, free to give full express to their energy, intellects and creativity, a nation embraced by 
the world, whose success is important to all our futures.. 1 

America has a profctund and pragmatic stake in your success -- an economic stake because we, like 
you, need strong partners to build prosperity; a strategic stake because of21 ~t century tfu.eats to 
our common security, from terrorism, from international crime and drug trafficking, frorri the. . 
prolifer~tion of weapons ofmass destruction, from the spread ofdeadly diseases and thel . . 
degradation of our (;ommon environment. These perils do not stop at any nation's borde~s. And we 
have a moral stake, because in overcoming your past you offer a powerful example to people who 
are to~ by their own divisions in allPa.r:ts of this earth. . . '. '. . .1' .... . 

Simply put, American wants a strong South Africa; America needs a strong South Africa. And 'we 
are determined to work with you ·a~. you build a strong Sou,th Africa., (Applause.); ..• : 

In the first four yea~'s ofyour freedom, it has Deen our privilege to support your transition with aid 
and assistance. Now, as the new South Africa emerges, we seek a genuine partnership bked on 
mutual respect and mutual reward. Like all partners, we cannot agree on everything..Sor\,etimes our' 
interests and our views diverge, but that is true even in family partnerships. 

Nonetheless, I am convinced, we agree on'most things and on the important things'beca1:lse we 
share the same basi(: values: a commitment to democracy and to peace, a commitment td open 
markets a commitment to give all our people the tools they need to succeed in the modetn world, a 
commitment to make elemental human rights the birth right of every hum~n child (appla~se.) 

Over the past four years, we put the building blocks ofour partnership in place, starting ~th the 
Binational Commission: head~d by Deputy Preside~~ Mbeki. and our Vice President Al Sore. This 
remarkable effort hilS gIven high-level energy to cntIcal proJects, from energy to educatIOn, from 
business development to science an technology, cl:1tting through red tape, tu~ng good +~rds into. 
concrete deeds. We are deeply indebted to you, Mr. Mbeki, for your outstandmg leadership, and we 
thank you for it. (Applause) . . . . . . . .'1' . ... 

The BNCbrings.to life what.I believe you call n~sahkane,".the act ofbuilding togeth~l' . 
(Applause) As we look toward the future, we WIll seek to budd together new partnershi~ 10 trade· 
and investment through incentives such as OPEC's new Africa Opportunity Fund, already 
supporting two projects here in South Africa in transportation' and telecommunications. 

. '. 
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We will seek to expand joint efforts to combat the grave threat of domestic and international crime 
through our new grave threat of domestic and international crime through our new FBI and 
Customs and Immigration offices here in South Africa. We will seek to strengthen our cooperation 
around the world, for already South Africa's leadership and extending the Nuclear Non~Proliferation 
Treaty and creating an Africa nuclear-free zone have made aU our children's futures more secure. 

I also hope we can build together to meet the persistent problems and fulfill the remarkable promise 
of the African continent. Yes Africa remains the wor)d~s greatest development challenge, still 
plagued in places by poverty; malnutrition, disease, illiteracy, and unemployment. Yes, terrible 
conflicts continue to tear at the heart of the continent, as I saw yesterday in Rwanda. But from Cape 
Town to Kampala, from Dar-Es-Salem to Dakar,democracy is gaining strength, business is 
growing, peace is making progress. We are seeing what Deputy President Mbeki has called an 
African Renaissance. (Applause) 

In coming to Africa my motive in part was to help the American people see the new Africa with 
new eyes, and to focus our own efforts on new policies suited to the new reality. It used to be when 
American policy makers thought of Africa at all, they would ask, what can we do for Africa, or 
whatever can we do about Africa? Those were the wrong questions. The right question today is, 
what can we do with Africa? (Applause) 

Throughout this trip I've been talking about ideas we want to develop with our African partners to 
benefit all our people -- ideas to improve our children's education through training and technology, 
to ensure that none of our children are hungry or without good health care; to build impartial, 
credible and effective justice systems; to strengthen the foundation ofcivil society and deepen ' 
democracy; to build strong economics from the top do\\U and from the grass roots up; to, prevent 
conflict from e:rupting and to stop it quickly if it does. 

Each of these efforts has a distinct mission, but all share a common approach -- to help the African 
people help themselves to become better equipped, not only to" dream their own dreams~ but at long 
last, to make those dreams come true. Yesterday in Entebee we took an important step forward. ' 
There, with leaders from eastern and central Africa, we pledged to work together to build a future ' 
in which the doors of opportunity are open t(\ all, and countries move from the margins to the 
mainstream of the global economy; to strengthen democracy and respect for human rights in all 
nations; to ~anish genocide from the region and this continent so that every African child can grow 
up in safety and peace. 

As Africa grows strong, America grows stronger. Through prosperous consumers on this continent 
and new African products brought to our markets, through new partners to fight and find solutions 
to common problems - from. the spread ofAIDS and malaria to the greenhouse grass that are 
changing our climate. And most ofall, through the incalculable benefit of new ideas, new energy, 
new passion from the minds and hearts of the people charting their own future on this continent. · 

Yes, Africa still needs the world, but more that eVer it is equally rue that the world needs Africa. 
(Applause.) 

Members ofParliament, 'ladies and gentleman, at the dawn 0 f the 21 st century we have a 
remarkable opportunity to leave behind this century's darkest moments while fulfilling its most 

, brilliant possibilities -- not just in South Africa, nor just in America, but in all the world. I,come to 
this conviction well aware ofthe obstacles that lie in the path. From Bosnia to the Middle East, , 

,from Northern Ireland to the Great Lakes region of Africa, we have seen the terrible price people 
pay when they insist on finding and killing and keeping downtheir neighbors. 

For all the wonders of the modem world, we are still bedeviled by nations that our racial, ethnic, 

tribal, and religious differences are somehow more important that our common humanity; thal we 




can only lift ourselves up if we have someone to look down on. 

But then I look around this hall. There is eVeryconceivable difference -- on the surface _. among the 
Americans and the South African's in this great HaU ofFreedom. Different race, different relikions, 
different native tongues, but underneath, the same hopes, the same dreams, the same values. We all 
cherish family and faith, work and community, freedom and responsibility. We all want our c&ildren 
to grow up in a world where their talents are matched by their opportunities. And we all hav~ come 
to believe thato~r countdes will be stronger and our futures will be brighter as we let go ofdur 
hatreds and our fears, and as we realize that what we have in common really does matter far bore 
than our differences. . 

The Preamble to your constitution says, "South Africa belongs to all who live in it, unites in our 
diversity." In the context of your own history and the experience of the world in this century,! those 
simple words are a bold darion call to the future, an affirmation of humanity at its best, an aslsurance 
that those who build can triumph over those who tear down, that, truly,. the peacemakers are 
blessed, and they shall inherit the Earth. 

Thanks you, and God blc!ss the new South Africa. (Applause.) 

. : 
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PRESIDENT MANDELA: Thank you. Please sit~down. 

President Clinton, a visit by a foreign head ofstate to a country is, broadly speaking, one of the 
most significant developments in entrenched strong political and economic relations between the 
countries concerned. During this last four years, we have received a record number of heads of 
states and heads ofgovernment. They have come from all continents and practically from every 
country. They have come from the industrial nations; they have come from the developing world. 
Some have advanced democratic institutions; inothers, such institutions are just developing, are 
only just developing; in others, there are none at all. 

We have received all of them, and we have welcomes those visitors because that they have taught us· 
things whic~ we have not known before. We have democratic countries, but where poverty ofthe 
masses of the. people ifrife. We have had countries where there are no popular institutions at all, but 
they are able· to look after their people better than the so-called democratic countries. 

I have visited one which is a creditor nation, which has got one of the highest standards of living in 
the world, which is tax-free, which has gone one of the best schemes ofsubsidy and housing, for 
medical services, and where education is free and compulsory. And yet, the people in that country . 
have no votes. they have no parliament. And yet they are looked after better than in so called 
democratic countries. We insist that even in those countries that people must have votes. Even 
though they may enjoy all the things whict! the masses of the people in other countries don't enjoy, 
democratic institutions are still critical. 

So we have received heads of states and heads ofgovernment from all those countries. But the visit 
our country by President Clinton is the high:-water mark. And I hope that the response of our 
parliamentarians yesterday has indicated that very clear. 

Our people have welcomes President Clinton with open arms. (Applause.) And it is correct that that 
should be so, because President Clinton, as well as the First Lady, Hillary, they have the correct 
instincts on, the major international questions facing the world today. Whatever mistakes that they 

. may hav~ made -- and we have made many -- but there is one thing that you cannot be accused of -­
of not having the right instincts. And for that reason, I hold him, and almost every South African, in 
high respect. (Applause.) 

The fact that we have high respect for him does not mean that we have no differences. But I would 
like to declare that when we have differed on an issue, at the end of that, my respect for him is 



-

enhanced because I ftllIy accept his integrity and his bona fides, but such differences are 
unavoidable. 

One of the first heads of state I invited to this country was Fidel Castro. I have received in this , 
country ex-President Rafsanjani ofIraq. I have also invited the leader Qaddafi to this coubtry. And I 
do that because our rIloral authority dictates that we should not abandon those who helpetl us in the 
darkest hour in the history of this country. Not only did they support us in rhetoric, they gave us the 
resources for us to conduct the struggle and the will. And those South Africans who havel berated 
me for being loyal to our friends, literally, they can go an throw themselves into a pool. (I+aughter 
and applause). I am ;tl)t going to betray the trust ofthose who helped us. 

The United State is acknowledged far and wide as the world leader, and it is correct, that ,should be 
so. And we have, today, a leader, as I have said, whose instincts are always correct. I woJld'like to 
draw attention to a very important provision in the United Nation's Charter, that provisiorl which 
enjoins, which calls upon all member states to try and settle their differences by peaceful n'tethods. 
That is the correct position which has influenced our own approach towards problems. 

We had a government which had slaughtered our people, massacred them like flies, and w,e had a 
black organization which we used forthat purpose. It was very repugnant to think that we could sit 
down and talk with these people, but we had to subject our blood to our brains, and had t6 say 

. without these enemies of ours, we can never bring about a peaceful transformation in this bountry. 
And that is what we did. .. I . ' . 
The reason why the world has opened its arms to South Africans is because we are able to sit down 

with out enemies and to say let us stop slaughtering one another --let's talk peace. (Applahse.) We 

were complying with the provisions of the United Nations Charter. And the United. States las the . 

leader of the world should set an example to .all of us to help elimination tensions through0ut the 


. world. And one of the best ways ofdoing so is to call upon its enemies to say let's sit dowh and talk .. 

peace. I have no doubt: that the role ofthe United States as the world leader will be tremeridously ' .. 


enhanced., ." ". '. . ... '.. :.:.,.. ." .:,:':.~.\f.. :···:·,,,·,.··,:~,,. 

I must also point out that we are far advanced in our relations with the United States as a result of .. 

the efforts ofDeputy President Thabo Mbeki and Vice President AI Gore. That Biennial \ 

Commission'has achieved, has had a high rate of performance far beyond our dreams. And! tod~y , 

American has become. the largest investor in our country. (Applause.) Trade between us h~s 

increased by 11 percent. . \ 


And we have the president of the ANC, who carefully pU,shed me out of this position -- (laughter) -­

and took it over -- the president of the ANC and the Deputy President of this country is o~e of .... , 
those who, more than anybody else in this country, is committed to the improvement of relations 
between South Africa and the United States. I hope that when he succeeds in pushing me tb step 
down from the preside.ncy, and the country will put him in that position so that he can be i~ a 
position further to improve relations between us. And I have no doubt that we have no better 
person than him to complete this job. 

President Clinton, you are welcome. This is one ofour proudest moments, to be able to w~lcome 
you. You, helped us long before you became President and you have continued with that h~lp now 
as the President of the greatest country in the world. Again, welcome; (Applause~) . . 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Thank you and all the people o~ 
South Africa for the wonderful welcome you have given to Hillary and me, and to our entire 
delegation. We have felt very much at ho~e here. 

As I have said yesterday in my address to the Parliament, I was very honored to be the first 

. '. \ 



American President to visit South Africa on a mission to Africa to establish a new partnership 
between the United~States and the nations of Africa, and to show the people ofAmerica the new 
Africa that is emerging -- an Africa where the number ofdemocratic governments has quadrupled " 
since 1990; where economies are beginning to grow; where deep-seated problems, to be sure, 
continue to exist, but where hope for the future is stronger than it has been in a generation. ( 
It is in our profound interest to support the positive changes in Africa's life. Nowhere is this more 
evident than in the miracle you have wrought here in South Africa. 

The partnership between our nations is only four years old, but already we are laying the foundation 
for a greater future, And I think everyone knows that the most important reason for our success is 
President Mandela. (Applause.) 

His emergence from his many years on Robben ISland is one of the true heroic stories of the 20th 
century, And more importantly, he emerged not in anger, but in hope, passion, determination to put 
things right in a spirit of reconciliation and harmony. Not only here, but aU over the world, people, 
especially young people, have been moved by the power ofhis example. . 

Yesterday Mr. Mandela said that the only thing that disappointed him about our trip was that Hillary 
and I did not bring our daughter. (Laughter.) Last night our daughter called us and said the only 
reason she was really sorry not to have made her second trip to Africa was that she didn't get to see 
President Mandela. 

I think that the impact he has had on the children of the world who see that fundamental goodness 
and courage and largeness ofspirit can prevail over po~er lust, division, and obsessive small news 
in politics, is a lesson that everybody can learn every day from. And we thank you, Mr. President, 
for that. (Applause.) 

Today we talked about how the United State and South Africa ·can move into the future together. 
We have reaffirmed our commitment to increasing our mutual trade and investment, to bringing the 
advantages of the global economy to all our people. South Africa is already our largest trading .' 
partner in Africa, and, as the President said, America is the largest foreign investor in South Africa. . 
And yve want to do more. . 

The presence here of our Commerce Secretary and leaders from our business community 
underscores,' Mr. President, how important these ties are to us, and our determination to do better.. 
Our Overseas Private Investment Corporation is creating there new investment funds for Africa 
which will total more than three-quarters of a billion dollars. The first of these, the Africa 
Opportunity Fund, is already supporting transportation and telecommunication projects here in . 
South Africa. The largest of the funds, worth $500 million, will help to build the road, the bridges, .' 
the communication networks Africa needs to fulfill its economic potential. 

Increasing trade does not mean ending aid. I am proud that we have provided almost '$1 billion in 
assistance to South Africa since 1991. I am committed to working with Congress to return our aid 
for all ofAfrica to its historic high levels. We will target our assistance to investing in the future of 
the African people. Ifpeople lack the fundamentals ofa decent life, like education or shelter, they 
won't be able to seize opportunity. 

I announced in Uganada a new $ 120-million initiative to train teachers, increase exchanges, bring 
technology into Classrooms throughout Africa. We're also working to help provide better housing' 
for those who have never had it. Yesterday Hillary, with me in town, went back a year later to visit 
the Victoria Mxenge housing project in Guguletu, where women are building their own homes for 
the first time. I'm proud that through our aid projects and our Binational Commission with Mr. 
Mbeki and Vice President Gore we are providing seed money and technical assistance for this 



effort. And I want to do more of that throughout this country and throughout the continent. . 

President Mandela wa,s also kind enough·to 'sp'~ak ~~th me at,some great . length about otJer nations 
in Africa and our common goals for Afrlca in the future. We are determined to help countHes as 
they work to strengthen their democracies. We agree human rights are the universal birthright ofall 
people. I also had a great chance to talk to President Mandela· about the progress we madb at the 
regional summit in Entebbe. And he had read the comminque we put out, and I think that re both 
agree it was a remarkable document. And if we can make it real, it will change things in a profound 
way in all the countrie,s that signed off on the statement. . \' 

We're also working on security issues, and let me just mention a couple. We are committea to . 
preventing the spread of weapons of mass destruction, to strengthening the Biological We~pons 
Convention, because we both believe disease must never be used as a weapon ofwar. We lare both 
at the forefront ,of the ,effort to eliminate the scourge of land mines. And now we are joinirig 
together to speed this work: . . . . I 
As I said yesterday, and I'd like to emphasize again, I am very pleased that our Department of 
Defense has decided tel purchase new South African de-mining vehicles, called the Cubbie~. The 
vehicles will help us to remove mines more quickly, more safely, and more effectively. And I might 
say, that's been a terrible problem the world over. Even in Bosnia where there are so manylpeople, 
we're not taking enough mines out of the land every week. And the new South Africa technology 
will help us immensely. 

Mr. President, for centuries the winds, that blow around the Cape of Good Hope have been known 
for strength and dangel'. Today the winds blowing through Cape Town and South Africa, Jnd 
indeed much of ~his continent, are winds of change and good fortune. I thank you for. being so much 
the cause of the good that is occurring not only in your own country, but throughout this cbntinent. 

I am deeply pleased that we're committed to harnessing the winds ofchange toge~her. And as we . 
meet in your nation,'which has seen such remarkable hope arise from the ashes o:fterrible tragedy, 
let me again thank you. And let me ask your indulgences lA;S I close just to)'!lake a few pers~naI ':'~ 
remarks about the terrible tragedy we had in treUnited States, in my home state, where four· 
children and a school teacher were killed and many others were wounded in a horrible shodting , 
incident. 

First of all, thave called the Governor, the Mayor, ~nd lastnighd had quite a long conversation ~ 
with the school principal, to tell them that the thoughts and prayers of people not only in oJr 
country, but indeed throughout the world we're with thelT\. I hope, as I have said before, th~t all of 
us, including the federal authorities and the members of the press corps will give the people in 
Jonesboro the chance to grieve and bury those who have died. 

And then after a decent period, after I return home, the Attorney General, I, and otner'have,got to 
compare this incident with the other two that have occurred in the last few months in America to try 
to determine what they have in common and whether there are other things that we should ~o t . 

. pr?vent this kind of thing fro~ happening. There is nothing ore tragic, for whatever reason,jthan a 
child robbed of the 0PPClrtUntty to grow up. . . '. .' . ., .:,. 

Thank you, and 'thank y<>u again, Mr. President, for everything (Applause.) 

Q Mr. President, you expressed regret the other day that the United States supported authoritarian 
regimes in Africa during the Cold War. Today, we buy about 50 percent of the oil from Nig~ria, 
propping up a regime the United States says is one of the most oppressive in Africa. -- wha~ will the 
United States do - . . 

< 

, 



I PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, first of all, let me restate what I said because I think it's worth 

saying again. I said that I did not believe the Unite-d States had ever been as good a partner to the _ 

African nations and the African people as we could have been, and that during the Cold War, when 

we and the Soviets were worried about the standoff that we had between us, we tended to evaluate 

governments in Africa and to pick and chose among them and to give aid to them based far more on 

how they stood in the fight of the Cold War than how they stood toward the welfare of their people. 

I stand by that. And I think now we're free to take a different course. 


· President Mandela and I actually talked at some length about this today, and I, frankly, asked for his 
advice. And Nigeria is the largest country in Africa in terms of population. It does have vast oil 
resources. It has a large army. It is capable of making a significant contribution to Regional security, 
as we have seen in the last several months. My policy is to do all that we can to persuade General 
Abacha to move toward general democracy and respect for human rights--release of the political 
prisoners; the holding o.f elections. If he stands for election, we hope he will stand as a civilian. 

There are many military leaders who have taken over chaoticsituations in African ~ountries, but 

have moved toward democracy. And that can happen in Nigeria; that is, purely and countries, but 

have moved toward democracy. And that can happen in 


Q President Clinton, I wonder was the Dow Chemical dispute discussed anywhere, and if so, has 

there been a resolution of the problem that affects South Africa in particular? 


PRESIDENT CLINTON: We only discussed it very briefly. You know what American law is. It 

was passed by our Congress by almost 90 percent in both Houses, after two American planes and . 

American citizens were illegally shot down in International waters by the Cuban Air Force, and 

basically says ~erican companies can't do business there. 


We are-the Pope's recent visit to Cuba gave us the hope that we might do more to help the welfare 

of the Cuban people and to promote alternative institutions like, the Church in Cuba, that would 

move the country tow~rd freedom. And I hope that will happen. But the law is what it is. 


Q On regret again, sir; why are you revisiting those who seek a formal apology from the United. 

States for America's own shameful behavi'or? 


PRESIDENT CLINTON:'Well, let me say, first of all; there are two different issues here on the 

slavery issue. Most of the members of the African community with whom I talk at home advise me' 

to keep our race initiative focused on the future. (Applause.) 


I don't think anybody believes that there is a living American--I don't think that anyone believes that 
· any living American today would defend, feel proud of, or in any way stand up for the years where . 
we had slavery or the awful legacy which it left in its wake. But we have moved through now in the 
last 130, almost last 140 years; the 13th, 14th and 15th amendments, a spate ofcivil rights 
legislation. We're now focused on what still needs to be done, and it's considerable. So at home 
we're looking to the future--to closing the opportunity gap, to dealing with the discrimination that 
still exists, trying to lift up those communities that have done better than others, as we become not 
primarily just a divided society between blacks and whites, but increasingly multi cultural, not only 

· with our large Hispanic and Native American populations, but with people from all over the world. 
. . .. ' 

Now, in addition to that, what I tried to do the other day in Uganda is to recognize that the role of 

Americans in buying slaves, which were taken out of Africa by European slave traders, had a 

destructive impact in Africa, as well as for the people who were enslaved and brought to America.' 

And I think that was an appropriate thing to do. I don't think anybody would defend what we did in 

terms of its destructive impact in Africa. No American President has ever been here before, had a 

chance to say that. . 




--
And I think we want nlore and more African leaders to do what President Museveni did tHe other 

. . . I 
day when we were in Entebbee, and he said, I am not one of those leaders who blames everybody 
else for our problems. I think we've got--you know, you've got to quit going back to the cblonial 
era, we've got to look to the future. 

Ifyou want to see more Africa leaders do that, which I do, than it seems to me that we have to 
come to terms with ou.r past. And stating the facts, it seems to me, is helpful. I think we ate going to 
be a good partner with people who are talking responsibility for their own future, we can'tlbe blind. 
to the truths of the paSt. 

That's what--I think Mr. Mandela has done a rem3£kable job of balancing those two things! here in 
South Africa. That's why I made the statement I did in Uganda, and I'm glad I did it. (Applause.) 

Q President Clinton, I wonder whether you could tell us whether debt relief for A..('rica has Ibeen a 
topic in your discussions with President Mandela, and whether you will oe taking South Africa's 

I 

views on the subject back into the G-7 and into other international arenas to argue for such debt 
relief. ' . 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well. the answer to that proposal in the sense that--ifit's prope~ly . 
administered by the international authorities--for this reason. We supported the idea that people 
should be eligible for deb't relief.:-more debt relief--ifthey were moving toward economic ~eform, 
but not saying that everybody had to reach the same point. because people start from--they start 
from different places, different countries do--different per capita incomes, different economic 
systems, different real PQssibilities. 

So I think that the franlework is there. Now, what I pledged to do after talking to all the PFople 
with whom I have met--President Mandela and the other leaders that I saw on the way down here-­
is to take a look at how this thing is going to work in fact. and see what I could do to ma~e sure 
that we give as much a.id as we possibly can under this proposal. But I do thinkit is legiti~ate to 
say--ifyou want debt relief to unleash the economic potential country so you take the burden off of 
it, then when it's all said and d?~e there h~s to be--two policies tha: have to exist. Numberlo~e, 
you've got to have a sc;:t of poilcles that w1l1 produce better results In the future than you had In the 
past, in any c,ountry. Number two. if we did that, other people would be reluctant to loan xhoney in 
the future because they would think they would never get any of their money back. 

So I think the trick is to get enough debt relief to countries to get the debt burden down so they can 
grow and they're not crushed and kept from making any progress, but to do it in a way so that the 
debt relief produces long term prosperity: And that's my goal: And, yes, we're going to talk about it 

. I 

at the G-8 meeting in Great Britain. And I will stay on top of this to make sure that what we're 
trying to get done is ac:tually accomplished. Everybody talked to me about it. 

Q Mr. President. during this trip you've spoken about genocidal violence in Africa, butthe sort of 
random killings you referred to in the Jonesboro killings has terrified people in the United ?tates 
with alarming frequenc:y. How do you explain that? What can you say now and what can ~ou do 
now as America's leader to root out such violence from the culture? . 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, we worked on it very hard for five years, and the crime r,tes hav~ 
gone down for five years--the violent crime rate has gone down for fives years quite dramatically in 
many cities. .1 

And I saw an analysis. actually, just before I left home in the documents that I read every Sunday--I 
saw an analysis of the declining crime rate which essentially said that. obviously, theimpr9ving 
American economy contributed to the crime rate going down because more people had joos--and 
particularly with regard to property crimes it was more attractive to work than to steal--bJt the 

. . . -I 



--
other reason was that policing and law enforcement and prevention is now better than it Iwas five 
years ago. And crime is a problem that many societies, especially many more urbanized societies 
have. 

And all I can tell YOll is that the violent crime rate is going down in our country--it'sstill1way too 
high What I'm concerned about in the Jonesboro case or in the Paducah case or in the Mississippi 
issue is whether we are doing enough to deal with the question ofviolence by juveniles Jnd is there 
something else we can do to get it down even more. 

Ask President Mandela a question. I'm tired. (Laughter.) PRESIDENT MANDELA: No personal 
questions. (Laughter.) . 

QNot today, Mr. President. Mr President, have you raised with President Clinton the qu1estion of 
the United States--Africa growth and opportunity:..-and the large number of conditionalit~ clauses in 
that, and pointed out: to him that this would appear to be in conflict with the United States? 
commitment to free trade? PRESIDENT MANDELA: Well, this matter has been fully di1scussed 
between President Clinton and our Deputy President Thabo Mbeki. And I faithfully endo'rse the 
point ofview that WilS placed before the President by the Deputy President. These mattets are the 
subject of discussions and they are very sensitive matters. And I appreciate the curiosity bfthe 
media, but it is sometimes merely to say that this is a matter over which we have serious \ 
reservations, this legislation. To us, it is not acceptable. But nevertheless, we accept eacH other's 
integrity and are discussing the matter in that spirit. Yes, we are taking that up. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: If! could say one thing about it though. Ifyou all actually read this bill, I 
think you will find two things. First, and the most important thing is, if the bill becomes l~w, it will 
increase the aqcess ofall African nations to the American market, without conditionality.\The bill . 
opens up more of the American market to more African trade. The bill then says, for countries that 
make greater strides toward democracy, human rights and ecofiomiC reform, it seemed td me to 
strike the right kind of balance. . <' • I• 

I, myself, would not have supported it if it had gone in reverse, ifit had imposed new burdens on 

some countries while giving new benefits to th~irs. ' ,~ ... .. -,".-~- M.,_ - , 


Q--genociqe in Rwanda, and you said the United States should have acted soonerto stop the 

killing. Do you think American racism; or what you have described as American apathy tbward 

Africa played a role in its inaction? How have you grappled personally with that experienpe two, 


. days ago? And have you considered any specific policy changes, given that this isn't the first time . 
this 'century that America has been slow to act, that would compel a faster American response in the 
future, besides early-warning systems? .. . 

PRESIDENT CL!NTON: L~t me say, first of all, I do .not believe tha.t th~re was ant-I ?pn't believe 
there was any racial element In our slow response. I thmk that--keep m mind, I don t believe 
anybody on the outside was prepared for somewhere between 800,000 and a million people to die in . 
90 days. And I look how long it took the United States and Europe through NATO and t11hen 
through the UN to put together machinery to go in and deal with the Bosniany--I d9n' 

So I would just say to you, I think that--the point I was trying to make is I do believe thaf generally. 
America has been--ar.td the whole American policy apparatus has been less responsive and less 
involved in Africa than was warranted. I think that's a general problem. . . 

But r think in the casl! ofRwanda, what I believe we have got to do i~ establish a system, hopefully 
through the United Nations, which gives us an early-warning system, that gives us the means to go 

. in and try to stop these things from happening before they start, and then if it looks like allot of . 
people are going to die in a hurry, that kicks in motion some sort ofpreventative mechanism before· 

http:been--ar.td


hundreds ofthousands of people die.' 

I mean, if you look at the shear--the military challenge presented by those who were engaging in the 
, genocide, most of it was done with very elemental weapons. If there had been some sort of 

multinational response available, some sort of multinational force available, to go in pretty quickly, 
most of those lives probably could have been saved. And we're going to' have to work this out 
through the U.N. and then figure out how to staffit and how to run and whether it should be 
pennanent or something you can call up in a hurry, how such people would be trained, what should 
be done. But my own view is, if we think it would be better ifthe U.N. has a means to deal with it in 
a hurry. And I would be prepared to support the development of such a mechanism. 

QThat brings up the subject of the African Crisis Response Team, who is responsible, and I 

wondered how your discussions, both of you, went on that. 


PRESIDENT MANDELA: We had a long program ofvery important matters to discuss and, 
unfortunately, we did not discuss this one. Our attitude toward this question is very cIear~ We 
support the initiative very fully. All that South Africa is saying is that a force which is intended to 
deal with problems in Africa must not be commanded by someone outside this continent. I certainly 
would never put my troops under somebody outside this continent. I certainly would never put my 
troops under somebody who does not belong to Africa. That is the only reservation I've had. 
Otherwise, I fully accept the idea. It's a measure of the interest which the United States takes in the 
problems ofAfrica, and the only difference is this one about the command of that force. 

THE PRESS: Thank you. 
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QMr. President, 'nice to see you. Thanks for talking to us. Let me start by asking you how'you're 

holding up. I'm haviflg .- iw's my first time traveling in the White House press pool; I'm trred of 

trying to keep up wi1:h you. You must be tired.· I 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I have a couple periods duringthe day still where I get a little ti:red or ' 

jet-lagged. We've been traveling at night a lot. But the trip is so exciting it kind ofkeepsthe 

adrenalin flowing. 


. Q Let me ask you ifI can, Mr. President, 0 share your impressions of Africa. You at this point have 
now visited three African countries,· three quite diverse African countries. I'm wondering if you 
share your impressiclOs, is Africa what you expected it to be, upon your arrival? 

TIlE PRESIDENT Yes, it's what I expected it to be. but it's even ore interesting, more fascinating, 

than I thought it would be. It's a place that's just brimming with energy. and I think, basid goodwill 

on the part of the citizens of the country that I met. I think it's a place of great opportunity for the 

United States. t think it's a placewe should be far more concemedabout than we have bberi in the' , 

past, and a 'place that can be a good partner ('r us in deating with the challenges of this nciw century 

we're about to enter. 


Q And to move ifI can from talking about the continent to the content ofsome of what you've had 
to say -- and I'm wondering specifically, Mr. President, how you think some of your rem~rks are 
going to play back home, particularly tot hose outside of the African American communiW. You've 
made some rather provocative statements; many African Americans have been pleased b~ those 
remarks. You said in Ghana that we all came out of Africa; folks were surprised to hear you say that .,' 
to hear you say that. In Uganda, you said that everyone -- that European Americans, rat&er, had· . .. ' . I 
benefited from the fruits of the slave trade and that we were wrong in that as welL In Rwanda, you 

said we didn't move fast enough to deal with the genocide happening here. Some provoc~tive . . 

statements, again, pleasing the African American community in large, I think, but how d~ you think 

those provocative statements are going to play outside the black community? 


TIlE PRESIl)ENT: Well, I. would hope that they w.ould play ~ell. at 17ast I ~ope th~tt~fY would 
prompt all my fellow Amencans to think. What I saId about us all corrung out ofAfnca IS, asfar as ' 
we all kn~w. absolutely accur~te. That.is, the oldest known spe:ieso~humani!y from ~llthe 
archeologIcal and anthropologIcal studIes are people who were 10 Afnca. We Just -- I Just read an 
article about two p~~ople waling upright where they found footprints that are 2 million ydars old 
right near where we're doing this interview. So that's just a simple fact. 

When I talked about the slave trade, I meant that, when I was in' Uganda. The Europeans basically 



organized the slave trade. They yanked Africans out of their lives and turned them into slaves. But 
Americans bought them, and therefore, we were part of the slave trade. Quite apart from the injury 

,	to the slaves that were in America, what we d id to Africa was wrong. And I thought it was 

important to acknowledge that, that is wasn't just -- that Americans weren't just simply passive in 

that. 


'And finally, I think we all recognize that the world was not particularly well organized for the 
breathtaking speed ofthe genocide in Rwanda. Take it out of Africa -- ifyou look at what happened 
in Bosnia, where many, many people were killed and millions were dislocated, it took the 
international community more than two years to get organized enough for the U.N. to support a 
NATO action that NATO took, and then for NATO to come in with our allies -- Russia and the 
others, many other countries, two dozen other countries -- to stop the killing in Bosnia and effect a 
peace settlement. 

In Rwanda, where you had a million people killed in 90 days, it is simply a fact that the United 
States, Europe, Japan and the Whole United Nations, the whole world community -- we were not 
organized for or prepared 'for the consequences. 

I'm proud ofwhat the United $tatesdid when we finally got to Rwanda. We saved hundreds of 
thousands of people's lives who were refugees -- children who might have dies from dehydration 
and disease. for example. But I think this is the- --what happened in Rwanda should be a dear 
message to not just Americans, but to the World Community that these are things that we can stop 
from happening, and keep countries on a more positive course if we're well organized. 

And it was particularly tragic in Rwanda because Rwanda is not a country that was created by 
European colQnial map-makers. It was a coherent entity long before colonialism in Africa. And 
Hutus and the Tutsis lived together literallyfor centuries, speaking the'same language, having the 
same religious practices, dividing their society on lines that were quite different from tribal1ines. So 
it was a world-class tragedy. ' 

QLet'rile ask you whether or not these, as I termed them earlier, provocati~e co~ents that you 
made w~re planned. I talked to a lot of folks in the White House pool and no one will tell me that' 
they had any idea that you were going to make the kinds ofstatements you've been making. I'm 
wondering whether 'or not, then, these statements were planned, or whether you got caught up in 

, the moment where the emotion is overtaking you -- were they planned remarks? 

'THE PRESIDENT: One was planned, and two were remarks that I tough Ioughno say to try to 

get the American people to identifY more closely with Africa, and then.to look to the future -- to a 

common future. 


We clearly planned to acknowledge the deficiencies ofthe United States and the world community 
in dealing with the Rwanda genocide. The Secretary ofState had already been here and done the 
same thing. and I though it was important that 1do it as well, to focus the attention of the world on 
what we have to do to keep things like this from happening in the future •.; not just in Africa, but 
everywhere. 

The comment about our involvement in the slave trade and what it did to Africa, as well as what it 
did to African Americans' who became slaves, was a comment that I decided to make based on my 
feeling about the situation and my reading ofwhat would be appropriate. 

. The comment about how we aU came out of Africa was -- I think is just, to the best of our 
knowledge, is simply an anthropological fact and that Americans ought to know that. I don't think-­
I got interested in this because Hillary spent a lot of time over the last two years studying the origins 
of humankind, and I learned a lot through her extensive reading and study. And I think: that it's' one 
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more way to make all Americans identifY with' Africa and with the common humanity we share wi~h 
people across the globe. 

QI know you're leaving in just a moment to go speak to Parliament h~re in Cape Town, South 
Africa. so let me squeeze out a couple quick questions and I'll let you go, I'm wondering ~'hether or 
not you think this trip is going to dispel negative stereotypes and myths about Africa. Yourve said 
repeatedly you want tiJ pU,t a new face on Africa for Americans. 

My sense is that a lot of what's happening here, certainly much ofwhat's happening here, in my oWn 
judgement is not being portrayed accurately by the American media, some things being t~en out of 
context. I'm think: now specifically of the incident in Ghana when the crowd lunged first. I Iknow you 
were portrayed by the American media as accurately as it should have been. I'm wondering whether 
or not you think: that the trip ultimately will dispel the myths about Africa that you're concerned 
about, or do you thinkthat what you are trying to do, your efforts are in some way being I 
overshadowed by some press people who insist on raising questions on other ·matters that have 
nothing to do with why you are here in Africa. 

PRESIDENT: Oh, no, Well r think: that the trip is getting, I think, basically constructive, ~Iositive 
. and accurate coverage back home, as nearly as I can tell. Now, in Ghana, where we had a 
half-million people -- and more if you count the people who were right outside the square there -­
there was a little metal fence dividing me from the people. And when I was shaking hands.1 the . 
enthusiasm ofthe crowd was such -- and this has happened to me in America. not just in Ghana but 
it's the biggest crowd I've ever spoken with --- there were two women there who were -- Jnd it was 
over I 00 degrees. Keep in mind it was very hot and they had been out there a long time. ahd they 

. I 
couldn't breathe, they were literally being crushed against the fence. So what I was worried about 
was that just the crowd, the enthusiasm and the happiness. the ardor of the crowd would I ' 
inadvertently cost those women their lives. And I was just trying to help them. But it was a . 
wonderful, wonderful event. ,I 

. I 

I think basically this trip will end a lot of the stereotypes that the people have. I think people tend to . . . I 
think that -- who don't: know much about Africa -- that all they ever read is when there areitroubled 
tribal societies and they're fighting with each other, or there's one more military coup or oqe more 
failed democracy. And. half the countries in sub-Saharan Africa have elected leaders of their oWn 
choosing. They're more and more interested in market economies. They're struggling to prbvide 
basic education and other service like health. And they're interested in being a part of the ~orld of 
the 21 st century. And the people are so energetiC, and they're intelligent people who are looking to 
the future. . 

And what I want Americans to do is to imagine what we can do with Africa in the future as . 
partners. I believe that this trip will contribute to that, and I certainly hope it will. I 

QLet me ask you, fimLily, Mr. President -- I mentioned earlier that you are headed to speak to . 
Parliament as soon as we leave here -- as. soon as you leave here. I am told that you may, rhay, inn 
fact, speak to the issue: of apartheid and America's complicity in that cel1ainly for many, mky years. 
How would you respond to particularly African Americans ba.ck home who ask of their Pr~sident, 
respectfully, how he c()uld address apartheid in Africa and not address America's vision ofl . 
apartheid, the legacy of slavery and segregation, back at home. .1 . 

TIlE PRESIDENT: \VeU, I would say that we are addressing the legacy of slavery back home, that 
this race -- we addressed apartheid with the Civil War, with the 13th, 14th, and 15th amenaments; 
later with all the civil rights legislation. I think it's plan that there is a deep determination iIi America 
to overcome the mistakes of our past and the injustice we did. . . I 

But the race initiative :that I set up on America is focused on the future. I think the same thing 

'. I 



should be done here. While it is true that the American government for many years, in effect, was 
complicit in the apartheid here by the sanctions, the legislation that swept cities and states across the 
country that the Congress eventually put forward at the national level. 

So I think Mr. Mandela would say that American of aU racial and ethnic backgrounds had a lot to 
do with creating the international climate ofopposition to apartheid in South Africa. 

But what we need to be doing today in South Africa and in the United States is dealing with the 
. legacy of apartheid here and slavery and racial discrimination there, insofar as it still needs to be 

stamped out, but our focus ought to be on the future. The only way we can liberate people from the 
problems of the past is to focus on tomorrow. And that's what I'm going to do in my speech today 
and what I'm trying to do with the race initiative back home. 

Q Mr. President, thank you for your time. It's nice to see you. 

MR PRESIDENT: Thank you. It's really good to see you. 
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REMARKS BY 
MR. KATHRADA, PRESIDENT CLINTON, AND PRESIDENT .MANDELA 

. . DURIN'G VISIT TO ROBBEN ISLAND . I. . 
MR. KATHRADA: Mr.. President, your visit here' highlights once again the universal symbolism of 
Robben Island. You are heading an increasing list ofdistinguished people from your country and 

. I 

from allover the wodd. If! may just mention some of the names from your country who have 
visited us --honored lJS with their visits: of course, the First Lady, about this time last year, and your 
very, very beautiful and talented daughter, Chelsea, who I will never forget, because she had read 
the autobiography so intelligently. And she remembered so much of it, and asked so man~ intelligent 
questions, I can never forget her. . . .' .. I 

Yesterday, Mr. President, you addressed the Parliament of the Democratic South Mrica, Fnd today 
you have come to sec~ what preceded April '94, when democracy came into our country. ~ust a very 
brief background -,.a very brief background. The type ofdiscrimination, the callousness ofapartheid 
--apartheid applied in gradation. The first and best offwerethe whites. The second on thJ ladder 
were coloreds and Indians like myself. And at the bottom of the ladder were Africans, likb the 

President. . .' ,'. ..' ..' . ,./. , . 

When we arrived here in June of 1964, it was bitterly cold, raining,' windy. And when we had to 
change into prison clothes, the President, Mr. 'M:beki, Mr. Sisulu, who are all my se~ors. i:n age,' and 
then were seven ofu~), they were all given short trousers to wear, according to the law. !pey w~re ," 
given no socks. I was given long trousers; I was given socks. The rationale behind the short trousers 
is that in SdUth Africa in those years, and unfortunately it still persist to some extent, the htionale is 
all Africans, regardless of age~ are boys or girls. And boys wear short trousers, so the Prekident and 
others with him had to wear short trousers. . 

The same type of dis(:rimination in the food. Whereas I would get two spoons of sugar, tfl~y would 
get one spoon of sugar. They would not get bread. I would get bread.. 

So from the start it was a struggle against apartheid, and "struggle,t meant hunger strikes land so 
forth. The first victory was after a few years when we managed to equalize the clothing; and later, 
after many years, we equalized t~e food. 

We were sentenced to hard labor. We had to work with pick and shovels for eight hours a day, 
work we had never done before. So'the first month, it was bleeding hands and blisters, b~t that was 
the challenge, because that is what the other side had identified to crush our spirits. And it was a 
challenge that we dare not lose, and we did not lose. There was the brutality of the ward+. I just 
want to cite one example of the mentality of the people who are supposed to look after u,s. We, of 
course, on this side of the prison were isolated from the political prisoners, completely isdlated. 

Now, the other prisoners on the other side, that is, the political prisoners, were working Jt the stone 
quarry and there was an altercation between a prisoner, Mr. Malumbo (phonetic), and a J..arden. 
They then asked the. prisoner to dig a hole, and buried him up to here. It was a sweltering! day, and 



when the prisoner complained of thirst. they urinated on him. That was the type of mentality of 
these people. 

, 
You have. no doubt, come across the President's autobiography. "The Long Walk to Freedom", so I 
should just mention this wall. Where this wall is used to be the President's garden. And after the 
manuscript was written, in its completed form was given over to experts who transcribed it into 
small handwriting and smuggled it out of the country, we buried the manuscript here, the original. 

And when they started building this wall through our garden, that manuscript was discovered and 
we were then punished, three of us. The President has brought me into a lot of trouble, even in jail . 
~-(Jaughter)--so we were punished and we were deprived of our studies for four years at that time. 

PRESIDENT MANDELA: I must say that they were imprudent, because the method was, I would 
. write and when I finished a chapter, I gave it to him. (Inaudible.) So then they woule make 
corrections, and then I would rewrite the chapter. That's how we came into trouble, becuase 
(inaudible) was identified in that manuscript. 

MR. KATHRADA: So 75 percent of more of what you read today in "The Long Walk of Freedom" 
was written here in prison by the President. 

Robben Island was a test. In addition to the philosopy ofour liberation organizations, we were 
taught that we were fighting against a system, not against a people. On Robben Island, on the one 
hand we had the callousness,the burtality. the sadism. All the authorities were hell-bent cracking our 
morale and our spirits. On the other hand. Robben Island symbolized a triumph -~a triumph of the 
human spirit over evil, a triumph of good over oppression, in short atriumph of the new South 
Africa over the old. . 

The oppressors failed in their mission to induce a collective amnesia among the people ofthis . 
country and the world, becuase we were told in so many words, in five years? time nobody will 
remember the name Mandela. And they did everythingpossible to induce that collective amnesia. 
They failed. They failed in their endeavors to crush the spirits of the prisoners. They failed to ,. 
deprive. the people of their dignity and their humanity and of their civilized values. T?ey fa,iled in 
every respect. 

Mr. President, everything I have said here is symbolized in one person, and that is our president. It 
was his leadership, his courage, his wisdom, his foresight that guided us through the 18 years that 
we spent here and the rest of our sentences, which we spent in other prisons. So we owe that 
transformation that we talk ,of --the seeds were here. 

And the other side, we called them the enemy at the time, set our to crish our spirits. And Robben 
Island was tailor:.made toinduce a spirit of hatred, a spriit ofrevenge,.retributio~. But thanks to the 
leadership 'of our Presidnt, thatnks to the philosophy ofthe liberation movement, we did not fall into 
those emotions ofhatred. ' 

So the seeds of the negitiation process were here at Robben Island, because we realized, and we 
have maintained all the time, that there is no such thing as driving 5 million white people to sea. 
They are South African citizens. They may be on the opposite side. When freedom comes, we have 
to work together to build a new country. And again, we have to thank: our President for that. 

Robben Island is unique, I think, in the world. I think it is one place where from prison --almost 
literally from prison to Parlaiment, to President. 

Mr. President, we are confident that when you leave Robben Island, you will leave as a freind of 
Robben Island, to carry the message of the triumph ofRobben Island to your people and to people' 
everywhere. And we have conficence that we can count on you in the future for your continued, 



moral support. And when we develop Robben Island, as we are planning to do, as a universal . 
symbol, we hope we can count on you also for y-OUf material support. . 

I thank you very much, and welcome again to Robben Island. (Applause.) 

rvtR. KATHRADA.: Ladies and gentlementofthe media; this is not'a press conference'IYou've had 
your share in Cape Twn, and we don't believe in double features. (Laughter.) But what we want to 
do now is aUf President is going to hand over to President Clinton a quarry rock, with &is little 
finger, authenticate:d by our President that this is a genuine quarry rock from the quarry where he 
worked for 13 yeats. ' 

,PRESIDENT MANDELA: It's a great honor and a pleasure because, as we have said on many 
occasions, our victory here is victory in pan because you helped us tremendously. Thank you very 
much. 

PRESIDENT CLnrrON: Thank you. (Applause.) 

MR. KATHRADA: May I just say that this is not a press conference. Any,question must be 
confined to Robben Island and Robben Island only, please. . 

Q We're just interested in your experience. We'd like to hear firsthand from you about your 
, experiences in this cell. 

PRESIDENTMANDELA: Well, there were pleasant --(laughter) -~and unpleasant experiences, and 
it depends how you look at the situation. As you know, right down the centuries, and hi many arts 

. . . ! 
ofthe world, ther are men and women who are able to turn disaster --what would crush many 
people --to him that disaster into victory. And that is what these ment here like Mr. Kathrada and 
others did. ' 

And so whe I come here, I call back into memory that great saga in which the authorities, who were 
pitiless, insensitive, and cruel, nevertheless failed in their evil intentions. They were respbnsibIe for 
that. 

Q President Mandela,can we just ask you, is there --you've been back to the island many times -­. 
. PRESIDENT MANDELA: Let's come closer, pelase. ' 

Q You've been back to the islands many times. Can you tell us what the special significance is of this 
. panicular visit with the American President. , " I 
PRESIDENT MAl'-IDELA: There is no doubt that, as I said at the press conference, that the visit by 
President Clinton is a high,.water mark in relation to all the visits that we've held. And c6ming to 
Robben Island is something more important, with that significant achievement ofcomin~ to South 
Africa. And we appreciate that very much. . 

Q President Clinton, what ~re you feeling? 

PRESIDENT CLThITON: Well, my first thought was to thatnk God that the person wh~ occupied 
this ceU was able to live all those years in that way without having his heart turn to stone and 
without giving up on his dreams for South Africa. . 

The other thing that I would say is that I think this is a good object lesson in life for all ;y;oung 
people. You know, 99.9999 percent of the people will never have a challenge in life like!the one Mr. 
Mandela faces when he spent all thes years in prison. But everyone has difficulties, everyone faces 
unfairness, and everyone faces cruelty. And the one thing that is beyond the control ofapyone,else 
is how you react to it, what .happens to your own spirit, what happens to your own heart, what 

. . . '. I . 
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happens to your own outlook on life, 

And he. is the world's foremost living example of that, and every young child I wish could think 
about his or her life that way, and ther would bve a lot more happiness in the world and a lot more 
generosity, because than no one would feel ompeUed to react in a certain way becauselhen no one 
would feel compelled to react in a certain wa:: because ofwhat others said or others did. It's a very 
improtant thing about living,· . 

THE PRESS: Thank you.
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RAnTO F:..DDPESS ~F THE ?R.E:E·IDt~"1' 

TO THE l(!"1'Ior~ 

:ape TO\<l!l, Sc:~::h l-.frica 

:r~ PRE:SIi:·ENi:: Good mo=::.:.n~.. Ir. the stcreironFs and 
sho? wind~''':~ ('. f.Jon'lasborc, J;rk.:.n..a.:! I tr..e=e arc ::d.t.:ns +;ha~ read, 
"Our hearts are 'ilith iiest Side Midc.le' Schoo:'. II E'.~en :.houab 
Hi:l.!.ry and I are ·faJ.: ch·'Cl.Y !:omou.:: he-Ite state, our he~rtsJ t:co, 
are .... .:.t;: ~;est Side. and \-:il:1: :he cr::-ia"lina :arrlilies whose 16·,P.r1 
ones were k~!le~ o~ injured in th;: t=ag~c incident just ~~ur 
days agc. 

"'hi,:: is ~he third t:':ne i=. =ec::e!l't:!~L'H!..hs that a qtt::..et 
tj'.rm, and our ,::latior:., ,ha.·;e been sheken by tr.e a....rful specter 9f 
.:hc :a.l'!l~1.!.e:s ;;;:.£ J::mt;;bc.rc and all .!.::lerica.'':'n :nournir.q :his 
cerriblelos~5, cf ~loung ,like life sofu!l 0: 'pro:niseA!'ui 'ho,;'Q 
so crue..:...!.Y C~lt short.. 

We mcurnt~e loss of Natal:e 3rooke, :f ?aige Ann 
iferr:.n;J',.,f ~;:eph.a.r.ia J'chr.oon, cf Br1t.tc1uy Varner, anc. or,a 
herc·.:,c teachE:r, ShaI"_"lcn Wright, whc sacrif:.ced her own lif= to 
cW.ve e. cail'li. 7lJ.~::se tl'1e n3.:iles w1..:.2. :be etched ir. cur :r~sm:lries 
:orever,' a!'ld linked forever wi tl':. the ::ames of Nicole' Ep.:1 ~ o?y~ 
Jessic~ ·Ja."Ues:, and Casey Steger, of 'Paducah, Kentucky; ar..d lydia 
Kaye Dew and C;"rist::"an Mene:fAP of P • .aJ::l, Missi.::;oippi. '::\:.1: 

tho~qhts and :ur prayers ~re with ~ll thei: families t:jay. 

We d.:: not under 5t.a:ld ·I!h!.~ dri":"e:5 childrar., wh::ther ':'r. 
~!:l.e.l: ,:cwns I..,{: zig c.:.t.ies, -:0 p:,ck 'Jp c,;r:.ms a:ld take tt.e liv~s':>f 
:-;r.ars. ~;e :lal' never make s.snse ,.,f :h.e se::-.seles.5. r.nt WQ h,""'Q 
to try. We h37E seen a community c:~e to;et.her in grief and 
compassion !o::: cne anot.r.e:::, ;lind i~ -:.t:.Q dQter:nino.ticr:. th/!.: 

'tsrrib:"e acts 2.ike t1".es;; :r.ust no !.c::.ger t~=eaten :lur nation's 
=!-.ild~~~ .. 

http:c,;r:.ms
http:eph.a.r.ia
http:J::mt;;bc.rc
http:16�,P.r1
http:Hi:l.!.ry
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Parents: acro!::: ~\c.er:'c:.:. :;;"culd "~::c:::.le "!l:':.e:H:H;' 
reeor-:ed ':ust :his rr.o::.ct. bv ~~tornev Genaral Rene and !:ducaticr:.-.., . .. .. 
5ecre~ary R::ey ~ha~ t~e 7ast ~aJor!~y o!tur scnools are sare 
a::d free 0: 'Violent ==::...~. :1E! I o::e worked :-:.ar::i tc :nake OUr 
schoc:.s places of .!.ea=:li:;.q, not fear: places whe:=e c::;'ildren can 
";1'===:1 about ma::h and :=;:-:1 ;:TlC"':P, .,nT" ::p11'I~, dr1.:tjs, and ga::lg's. Bl,:t 
Nr.e::. a ~e:==ible traqedy :ike this occurs, it remi~ds us there is 
wcr~ yet to be ciene • 

.L !".a"e directs:! At,:orr.ey General. Reno t:l b!'ing 
tcgetnerexper-:s on sc~ccl violence to ana!y~e these incidents 
to determine wr.at they ha~e in commO:l and ~hether there are 
furthf'!r ~tP.p:=; t.... A C"':i'ln +-;:!1r,=, to 't"::o'::uce the likQ:ihood of somethir.q 
sc te=rible reoccurring. 

Already we've seen t~e remarkable ::iif:ere~ce cc~~tL~i~y 
pcl~c~r.q has made in our:la:ion'3 streets, Now we ~ave :0 a?p!1 
::t:.at same e::ergy ar:.::i res:.:' \T@ to ~ur sc~ools ":.0 make :he safer 
places f::;r .=r~::"ldren to learr., play,an:!. g=o',4, At .sc~oo,: "C.here 
nm::t ~-? F.ull c~mpliar..=Q •.::. t.h O'.lr policy of 2 .. :0 t·~la=a:-.ce· to·"3rci. 
~Jns, ar.:i at ~orne ~here 5~ould ce no easy access tc weapcns ~:'a: 
~il:. 

Protectin; our child!'en from sd:.co: ·/:'ele:lce is n:.orE 
_4... ~ _ ~-~ter "F ~~ _ ir .... -~+~~¥ ...;-f-ha-.. ~ ..... :;... """'_ layn v_ -~·l·C'1..... '..1..:.. ,~.. ~~ hea'~t t _ _ i~ 2_ •••_ ...... __ 

basic valt:es, of cO:lscie::.ce and co:.rut.ur.i ty. ~:e llUSt ~aach our 
c;"i:rI-,'1n t":) resPe:t eehe:s. t1a must i:u;til.!. in them:! dc=p, 
abic.i::q sense cf ri;t:~ a:-.d w!'onq. And to cl:.!l:iren who a!-: . 
':1. "H..tlJ:c:U, cUl;L'y I or al::m.e, we must eX1:!nd a t.ar..d before -;:hey. 
c.estr:y cr.e Ii ',e's of others and dest=oytl:ei:- :i'..m i:1 t!1a 
process, ' 

We have to ~r.derstand that younq chiicrer. ~ay n~t 
:ully ap?rQcia~e ~he =o~sequ~nec£ of ~ct!on~ th~t are 
destr~etive, but may be able to be romanticize:!. a~ a ~wisted 
!lit.iW~~~!.. ?.Jld we hay"e -:'0 r:.ake sure ~ha't they d.on· t fa':'l into -:nat, 
trap. 

Three towns: Jonesboro, Pearl, Pa:!ucal: -- teo' ma!:y 
preci:l!!s lives lost. The white r!.bbons that. fl1!t:~A'" ~nrl~Y' ;~ T'l\y 
hom,: sta.t.; or Arka.nsas are a poigr.ant and pc\-;erful ehalle:l<;e' t~ 
all 0: ~s -- a challenge te cc~c together to: tr.e ~ake of eu: 
child.ren and fer the iut'Ure c·! our nation. 

Thanks for lis:enir.g. 

END 
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BY THE DISCOVERY CHANNEL 


10hannesburg, South Africa 

2:12 P.M. (L) 

Q. Mr. President, I was in Uganda when you announced your African education initiative. It was 
very, very impressive. Is there a.role for foundation and the private sector in helping us? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, absolutely. There's no way that just through government aid from the 
United States and other countries we can do all this. And a lot of operations like the Disbovery 
Channel can even rrlore efficiently hook up these schools, give them the basics that they beed --a 
. television set, a satdlite, the VCRs. Then eventually we'll be able to come in with the cobputers and 
we'll be able to havc~ interactive access to the Internet and even interactive communicati6n across 
national lines. 

But we have to begin to put in place a technological infrastructure in these schools. And since we 
can now leapfrog a lot of the early investments that schools would have had to make 10 or 12 years 
ago, we can actually do it more cheaply. In other words, they won't have to have a thousand 
volumes in their library that they could never afford, if we can do enough through. educational 
television: , I .' 

. \ 

Q. You also talked about the relationship, in this case, between one school, I believe it's;in Silver 
Spring, Maryland, and a school in Uganda. 

THE PRESIDENT: That's right. 

Q. AIe there other things American kids can do to help here in Africa in terms of education? . 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes. First of all, I think it's important to set up as many partnerships as 
possible. And if the children have access to the Internet in the African schools, if we can get that 
done, then they can actually communicate directly through the Internet. 

But there are lots of other things we can do. Ifwe have partnerships --children in Amerifan schools, 
for example, could have book drives and send books to children --a lot ofchildren in Afi1i'can ' 
schools don't have a.ccess to any of the books that Am~rican kids take for granted: Then they could 

1 

write back and forth and talk about the books they're reading. Or they could make sure tpey have a, 
television and access to some ofyour Discovery tapes, and then they could write back and forth and 
talk about what they'd seen together. I think that this is the kind of thing that we want to promote 
more of. 

Q. Great. And the last question, Mr. President. I think a lot of Americans would be surprised that in 
many of the African countries boys are treated differently than girls. Do you see a chang~ coming 
there? 



" 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, we're working hard to support that. But you see this in a lot of developing 
nations around the world, where boys and girls have a different role in traditional society and when~ 
girls have not traditionally been educated. Now, as they move to a more modern society, young . 
girls have the same aspirations --they want to develop their minds, they want to go out and live their 
·lives, And we've worked very hard to support education for young girls. 

One of the things I like best about the Ugandan educational initiative is that they want universal 
primary education for alLtheir children. And they're going out and recognizing the schools where 
the enrollment and the graduation rates are just as high for girls as for boys. 

That's a big priority, But it's a big change for Africa, but Africa is not alone in that. That's a 
worldwide issue we have to keep working on.. 

Q. Thank you very much, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank y.ou. 

2:15 P.M. (L) 
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FACT SHEET 

The Ron Brown Conimercial Center, operated and funded by the Department of CommeTjce, is one 

of th~ only four Commercial Centers worldwide. The center, in Johannesburg, will provide support 

'for American companies looking to enter or expand into the sub-Saharan African market./ It will 

promote export through a range ofsupport programs. The Commercial Center also will serve as a 

basefor other agenci(~s such as the Export-Import Bank, the Trade Development Agency/and 

USTR to expand their assistance to business. The Center is staffed by three Foreign Commercial 

Service officers, an American administrator and 17 local staff, . , I, 

An internet-linked commercial information resource center is staffed to answer trade-related queries 
from U.S. and African businesses and will serve as a repository for economic and commetcial 
reports from State ~:partment officers stationed throughout Africa. 

At the dedication ofthe Ron Brown Commercial Center, the President will announce several new 
initiatives and enhancements to his existing Partnership for Economic Growth and Opportunity. 
These include: 

Greater Market Access -- all sub-Saharan. African countries eligible for the U.S. GeneraIifed System 
ofPreferences program (GSP) will be able to avail themselves of several of the Partnership's 
programs; -- additiooal. support will be provided to countries pursuing aggressive; growth:,;oriented 
economic reforms; - further substantially enhanced access to the U.S. markets for produ6ts 'from 
Africa's strongest refclrmers will be granted through rapid passage of the African Growth and 

, Opportunity Act, which the Presi~ent suppo~s. . ::i. 
.. .;. 

Targeted and Enhanced Assistance -- the President has requested an additional $30 milliop for ' 
technical assistance and support programs; -- the Administration will work with Congress to restore 
development assistance to Africa to its historical highwatei mark; --'we will establish an" . 

endowment in conjunction with the Ronald H. Brown Foundation to help young Africans 
pursue 

internships with American companies and gain technical expertise. ' 


Spurring Private Investment --OPIC has established three funds for Africa -- a fund of $lI20 million 
for southern Africa, a second fund $150 million for all ofAfrica and a third infrastructure I~nd ofup 
to $500 million (for roads, ports, bridges, telecommunications and investment in women-owned 
businesses and micro-~nterprise~). _ .' . ' .' I ' 

Enhanced Debt Relief -- the President has requested an additional $35 million for bilater~ 
concessional debt relief; -,.. we have secured, with our G-7 partners,a commitment from the World 
Bank to increase lending to Africa by $1. 1 billion this year and we will engage G-7 partn~rs this 
year on African debt relief issues. . 

Increasing Bilateral Trade Ties -- the President will host an economic Summit for the heads ofstate 

of reforming nations: -- we will host the first annual ministerial-level Economic Cooperation Forum 
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, 6:42 P.M. (L) 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Thank you, Dr. Matlana (ph), for the wonderful introduction, for ' 

the extraordinary example of your career, physician to President Mandela, leader in the struggle for 

South Africa's freedom, and most recently, one of the most successful businessmen in the new 

South Africa. 


Thank you, Secretary Daley, Congressman Rangel, Secretary Hennan, Secretary Slater, to our 
ambassadors, Mr. Berger, Reverend Jackson, and the members ofCongress and the American 
business,leaders,here today, Minister Emanuel, Millard Arnold (ph), thank you for all the work you 
did on this. And to all the members of the South African community who are here, thank you for 
what you're doing to build a strong South Mrica, and to build t,he bonds ofcommerce between our 
two nations. 

Let me also say rm pleased that a young member of my White House 'staff born in Johannesburg, 
Russell Horowitz, is here today, with his grandparents, Maurice and Phyllis Goldstein (ph). But I'm 
especially pleased that Alma Brown is here. This is... (APPLAUSE) 

This has been an incredible trip to Africa, a trip which I was urged to make by Ron Brown starting 
before I became president. And I was just sitting here thinking that after all this time, Ron Brown' 
can still draw a crowd. (LAUGHTER) , ' 

, This has been a magical tour of this m~gnificent continent, and in each place, I've thought .about , 
Ron and how he would have reacted,' to seeing a half a million people in Ghana, to talking to the, 
president ofUganda first about the possibility of an American investment running into the hundreds 
ofmillions ofdollars, and then walking into a little village and talking to women who got loans of 
$50 to start their own businesses. 

Meeting with the survivors of the Rwandan genocide. Coming here, and all the magnificent things 

that have happened, at the Mafanzela (ph) School today, and at the Peterson Memori;lI in Soweto. 

This has been an incredible trip. And in so many cases, it was inspired by the vision that Ron Brown 

had. Ron said that in this new era, and I quote, "Business opportunities in South Africa, once ' 

constricted by politics and struggle, will expand." 


Ifwe are fortunate, we will see the rooting of democracy-and free economy whose branches will 
soon spread, so that other African nations would also 'benefit. We are here to dedicate a center in, 
honor ofRon Brown, to commerce, but also to bear witness that his vision is coming true.' As 
secretary ofcommerce, Ron Brown relentlessly promoted the idea that American businesses could 



help themselves whil~! helping to spur growth,and.opportunity and freedom in the rest of the world. 

He believed that assistance was still need,ed for developing nations, but that self-perpetuaJing " ',- . 
prosperity would never occur until we also had substantial amounts of trade and investm~nt. Five 
times" Ron Brown came to Africa, to do business, to create opportunities, for Americans ~nd for 
Africans. He came at the right time. South Africa emerging, and all around the continent, ~ new 
Africa taking shape, increasingly open to free markets, democracy, human rights. 

Today, enterprising governments and entrepreneurs are taking Africa's future into their own hands, 
opening markets, privatizing industry, stabilizing currency, reducing inflation, and creatin~ jobs. 
Small businesses are sprouting in cities and in villages. Modern telecommunications systems are 
spreading. There are now 15 African stock markets, and five more in the works. Average bconomic 

. growth on this continent has been five percent, with some countries as high as 10. " I 

Our trade with Africa is 20 percent greater than our trade with all the former Soviet Union.!t 
supports 100,000 American jobs. The average annual return on investment -. I hope they·te listening 
back in America --the average annual return on investment is 30 percent (APPLAUSE) 

. This is a good deal, folks! (APPLAUSE) 

But there is more to do. Nearly 70? people ~ive.in sub-Sah~r~n Afr~ca, but onl.y about ~ne.lper~ent of 
our trade and one percent of our direct foreign Investment IS In Afnca. There IS new thmking m . 
America and in Africa about how we can do better by building genuine partnerships. Part~erships 
with business owners who respect workers and workers who respect their companies. With 
governments that respect entrepreneurs and businesses. They accept laws necessary to prdtect 
workers, consumers, and the environment. And businesses that increasingly will accept . 
responsibility for playing a role in solving the social problems of their nations. 

And trade and investment across borders, built on common interests and mutual respect.'Mutual ' 
respect, and shared benefit. These are the foundations Ron Brown laid for our partnershipJ As he " 
well understood, and I reaffirm today, a new partnership in trade and investmentsho~ld ndt come at 
the expense ofdevelopment' assistance when it is plainly still needed.Trade carinot replace hld,: when 
there ,is still so :nuch po~erty, floodi~g, encroa~hin.g deserts, drought, viole~ce, threate~ed\food • 
supphes, marana, AIDS, and other diseases, With hteracy below 50 percent In many natIons., ' 
Because economies and businesses and individual workers cannot fulfill their potential whJntoo 
many people cannot read, or are hungry, or ill. I will work with our Congress to restore oJr 
develop!TIent assistance to Africa to its historic high levei, but we must;build on it..:(APPrlAU~E)

'. 

Nine months ago, in Vlashington, I announced our new plan, the partnership for economiC growth' 
and opportunity with Africa, intended to leverage the work of other industrialized countries, . 
international institutioflS, and the nations and people of Africa itself. Our Congress is I)ow'~oving 
forward with the legislation to forward that initiative. Already it has passed our House of 
Representatives. Soon I hope our Senate will pass it as well. 

Among the members ofthe congressional delegation with me today, there are four of the bPI's . 
greatest proponents, Congressman Rangel, and Congressman Royce, Congressman McDermott, . 
Congress!11an Jefferson, although with Congressman Crane, who is not here, and the other Fembers 
of the congressional delegation that are here, let me thank them for their hard work and urge them 
to go get the S~nate to follow suit. (~PLAUSE) ': .", . I 
The plan we brtng has five elements. First, we offer all Afncan natIons greater access to our 

.. I.. 

markets. African countries aggressively pursuing economic reforms will be able to export almost 50 
percent more products' to America duty free. . 



:. 

In the future, we're prepared to negotiate free trade agreements with strong performing, 

growth-oriented economies, including, at appropriate times, with the countries in this region. Under_ 

our plan, all African nations will benefit. Those with the greatest commitment to reform to 

unlocking the potential of their people will benefit the most. Whether they are the richest in Africa 

or the poorest, our bonds will grow based not on wealth but on wilL The will to pursue political and 

economic change so that everyone may have a role in the progress oftomorrow. 


Second, we will target our assistance so that African nations can reform their economies to take 

advantage of the new opportunities. This means helping countries with creative approaches to 

finance, supporting the progress of regional markets, encouraging African entrepreneurs to look for 

new opportunities. In conjunction with the Ron Brown Foundation, we will help to establish an 

endowment through the Ron Brown Center to help young Africans to pursue internships with 

AmericaIJ companies to gain technical expertise and commerce trade and finance. We've named a 

new high-level trade representative whose only job is to deepen trade witn Africa, Rosa Whitaker. 

Rosa, where are you? (APPLAUSE) 


. Stand up there. (APPLAUSE) Thank you. (APPLAUSE) And I've asked congress for another $30 
million this year to fund support programs for this endeavor. Third, we are working to spur private 
investment. Our overseas Private Investment Corporation has established three funds to help. 
ventures be financed in Africa. 

The newest of these will provide up to $500 million for investments in roads, bridges, and ports.As 
well as microenterprise and women-owned businesses, to facilitate economic opportunity. And to 
serve as a hub for American investors interested in Africa, there is a new commercial center in 
which we are gathered. That's what we're here for 

And let me say it again. The only name that this center could have is the Ron Brown Center. 
(APPLAUSE) Fourth, with our,wealthy partners in the G-7, we, have secured a commitment from 
the World Bank to increase lending to Africa by as much as $1. 1 billion in the coming year, with the 
focus on reforming countries. (APPLAUSE) , , " 

We want to speed that relief through the Highly Indebted Poorest Countries Prognim, which is now 
helping countries get out from under the crushing debt burdens that prevent growth. And I'll raise at 
the next G-7 meeting in England, early in May, the concerns that I've heard on this trip froin African 
leaders about the debt issue. 

I've also asked our Congress for enough debt-relief funding this year to wipe out all bilateral 
concessional debt for the fastest-reforming poor nations. (APPLAUSE) In total, our budget request 
this year would permit up to $1.6 billion in bilateral debt relief for Africa. I challenge others in the 
industrial world to offer more relief, so that we can free up resources for health, education, and 
sustainable growth. And let me say again to the Americans back home this is not charity, thisis 
enlightened self-interest. (APPLAUSE) 

'It is good for American business, the American economy, and American jobs to have a sensible 
growth policy. Finally, because of the growing importance ofour economic ties to Africa, .I intend,' 

. to invite leaders of reforming natioris to a summit meeting in Washington, so that we can lay 
specific pl,ans to follow up on this trip and the announcements I have made on it. (APPLAUSE) 

We will also invite the trade, finance, and foreign ministers to me~t with their American: 
counterparts every year to advance the cause of modernization and reform. Ron Brown understood 
and the leaders of democratic Africa understand that nations cannot become economic powers 
unless their people are empowered, unless citizens are free to speak their mind arid create, unless 
there is a quality and the rule oflaw, and what the experts calls "transparency.' 

http:ports.As
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,The African leaders have put a premium on improving government accountability and attacking 

corruption and othe:r barriers to doing:business. Those who have done that will be richl~ rewarded' 


, r 

in the g~Obal market place. " , ,".', " . '., \' 

The Umted States shares these goals. And we mtend to work wIth AfrIcan leaders who rant to 

make progress on them. Taken together, the provisions ofour plan: trade benefits, technical and 

continued development assistance, support for private investment, increased financing ahd debt 

relief, and high-level consultations to make sure there is follow-up and this trip is not a ~ne-shot 

event. (APPLAUSE) 


These will provide an environment in which private enterprise, Africans and Americans 'fill thrive, 

creating jobs and prosperity, This is a good thing for the American people and for American , 

business, It is a good thing for Africa. 


Let me also say that nothIng we do can supplant the important essential efforts that African leaders, 
not just political leaders, but business leaders take for themselves. We must do more to bducate all 
the children, to provide decent shelter, to provide decent health care. 

We must do more to work together to solve the continuing problems in every society on this 
continent. Nothing the American people can do wiII replace your efforts, but I have seed the energy, 
the determination, and the courage of the people in every country I have visited. They arle worthy of 
our best efforts at partnership, and .Jie intend to give it to them. (APPLAUSE) , 

The progress we make together is the best way possible to honor the legacy ofRon Brown. He died 
in the service of his country, on on~ of these missions, to a 'war-torn country in the hope of making 
peace. 

He believed that economic progress was a moral good if it was fairlY,shared and everyone had a, ,,' 
chance to live out .thl~ir dreams, and fulfill their aspirations. He understood that the' econ~my was' 
about more than a few people making money, it was about organizing free people'scFihat they could' 
put their tal~nts to work to help a society lift itselfu'p,to' solve'p'roblems and seize'oppo*unitiesand 

, make life more meaningful and more enjoyable. He was a bold thinker; 'a brilliant strategist, 'a " 
devoted public servant, a good father and husband, and he was a terrific friend. I miss hirh terribly at 
this moment, but I cannot imagine a mor~ Etting tribute to a man who proved that the C~mmerce 
Department could be an,~rigine of-growth .arid OPp?rt.u~ity at ho~e ~~.d a~roa~., ".; "..~ .[r ~,:. .", , 

Who accepted my challenge to take a monbund agency and put It at the center of our eCCimomlC 
, ,I ' 

policy, ofour foreign policy, and of America's future in the world. He did his job well. I, ~ope that 
when we ffi.e here, we can do our job just as well, so that this center wiII be a fitting, lasting legacy. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT AT CHURCH SERVICE 

, Regina Mundi Church . 
Johannesburg, South Mrica 

10:37 A.M. (L) 

THE PRESIDENT: thank you, Father, Bishop, Mrs. Matlata; to all of my friends inthe American 
delegation, our Ambassador, the South African Ambassador; to the AME bishops getting a little 
instruction in Roman Catholicism today. Reverend Jackson, thankyou for your prayer. Ladies and 
gentlemen, thank you for making Hillary and me and our entire group form America feel so very 
welcome. 

And especially, I want to thank the children. Now, we're about to leave South Africa and wetre 
going to the airpon. And maybe we'll be like the birds, we can fly. (Laughter and applause.) It takes 
a little more tQ'get me in the air. (Laughter.) But we're going to practice that. . 

I am profoundly honored to be in this great house of God, which is also a great shrine of freedom, 
for it was here that you and people before you gathered to stand for the freedom of the people of 
South Mrica when it was denied you. I came e to South Africa, first, to thank God you had your 
freedom now. (Applause.) To thank God for the life and work ofPresident Mandela, and so many 
others, known and unknown, who walked the long road for so many years so that the people of this. 
great nation might be free. 

" . " 

But also I came here resolved to work with the people of South Africa as a friend and a partner, to 
help you make the most ofyour freedom. It is one thing to be free, and another thing to do the right 
thing with your freedom. (Applause.) 

Yesterday evening we dedicated a commerce center here to'try to bring American investment here,. 
to create jobs for the people of South Africa and to have some trade between our two countries. 
The center was named after our formerSecretary ofCommerce, the late Ron Brown. He wanted to 
help South Africa make the most of its freedom. . 

And when I looked at the children singing today, and I saw the children throughout this beautiful 
church, I was reminded that I think the lasting image I will take away from all my stops in Africa 
are the faces of the children. -- the light in their eyes, the spring in their step, the intelligence of their 
questions to me, the beauty of their voices. More than anything else, it is imponant that we help 
them make the most ofyour freedom -- with better schools and better health care and more housing 
and safer' streets and a brighter future. 

You know, a couple ofyears ago, the United States had the honor ofhosting the Olympics. And on 
the last day of the Olympics, the first black South African ever to win a Gold Medal won a Gold 
Medal··Josiah Tungwane. Now, it is so fitting that your first Gold Medal came n what event? The 
marathon. Your fight for freedom was a marathon, not a sprint. People who train for the marathon 



-~. 

say when you get almost to the end, about80 percent of the way, the pain is so great many people' 
quit, and you have to keep working to go through the end. It takes a long time to run a m~rathon. 

The fight to make the most of you're freedom, to do the right thin~ with your freedom, to kive your 
children the right future with your freedom. That, too, will be a marathon. But we want to run that 
race with you. (Applause.) 

And so, as I leave South Africa, I would leave you with one verse of scripture that has throughout 
my working life been one of the very most important to me. When you are discourages, w1en you 
are frustrated. when you are angry, when you wonder whether you can make the most afylour 
freedom for these children, remember what S1. Paul said to the Galatians: "Let us not grow weary in 
doing good. For in due season, we shall reap ifwe do not lose heart." 

. God .bless you. Keep ytJur heart. (Applause.) 

~-=============~ 
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STATE:MENT BY tHE PRESS SECRETARY 

Radio Democracy for Africa 

President Clinton announced today his intention to establish this year a new radio broadcasting 
service for Africa. Radio Democracy for Africa will be a division ofthe Voice ofAmerica and will 

, broadcast an additional 22.5 hours per week of programs focused primarily on the promotion of 
democracy and human rights throughout the continent. 

The Need for a Free Press 

Democracies and market economies flourish where there is a strong free media to provide accurate 
news and information, State-run media are the norm in much ofAfrica; accompanying such media 
are often biases and positions of the prevailing political party orin some cases, repressive regimes. 
As yet, many media corporations in the United States and Europe do not yet see Africa as 
commercially viable, Further, radio is the medium of choice in Africa, 

Reporting on Democratic Transformations 

Radio Democracy reporters will focus on reporting statements by politicians and political leaders of 

various orientations. Because of the repressive media climate in some countries, foreign reporters 

will now be able to cover such stories without fear of reprisal 


Conflict Resolution 

Radio Demo'cracy will focus on promotion ofconflict resolution by covering reconciliation efforts 

and such events as the Arusha Tribunal ' 
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REMARKS TO THE POOL : 
BY MIKE MCCURRY 

. ON THE BILATERAL MEETING 

2:20 P.M. (L) 

MIKE MCCURRY: I'm going to give you a readout on the meeting. Obviously, this is a very warm, 
cordial meeting that reflects the excellent bilateral relations that the United States enjoys l"th . 

. Botswana. '. 
. . 

The president met privately with President Masire and then the two delegations joined together. 
President Masire introduced at some length Vice President Mogae, who will take over the :day after 
tomorrow as president. As you know, that -- President Masire is vacating office just short of the 
end ofhis old term, which would expire next year, and obviously the vice president will su~ceed him 
and is expected ~(J be a.leading contender for the office of the presidency when they have elections 
next year. . . 

President Masire said t'elations with the United States have been' excellent since the country was 
founded, when it gained independence in 1966. He said they have been very good, indeed, but never 
better than now, with your visit. 

The Botswana government is making a·reat effort to increase international tourism in the game .. : 
preserve area especially. So they're especially delighted that he's going to Chobe (ph) and s~ending 
time over the next day and a half for.leisurely.seeing the g~e preserve.. . c.' :' .1.,.... 

And then a lot of funny remarks, none ofwhich I'll give you, about the president'S upcoming visit to 
the ~ame .preserve, but they.are very proud t~at he's going there~. They t~nk it'll be a big ~9ost to 
tounsm. And so they comphmented the preSIdent on the fact he IS spending some down tIme here. 
The president said he Was honored to be here. He said that Botswana has perhaps been thelfirst 
government serving its people in all of sub-Saharan Africa., the record ofservice to people and the 
commitment to democracy is perhaps strongest here ofall the coup.tries that we have visitea. The 
president said, you've had great success here and I hope more African countries will follow your 
lead. . 

. . . 
The president particularly noted the progress they're making on the status of women. The 
government has been doing a lot to correct some ofthe historical inequities that women faced in . 

. I 

Botswana. Q: What arc: some of those? MCCURRY: They have - they are focusing on vi~'lence 
against women, which is a serious problem in this society. They've got alot ofnongoverrutiental 
organizations that have been working on a long-term plan to implement: what the governm~nt of 
Botswana calls its . 'national policy on women." That was adopted in 1996, and it -- theY'relfocusing 
there on ~ix areas. Fir~~ ~omen in poverty. Second, .women in power-sharing ~d decisionim~king 
roles, which they've histoncally been excluded from 10 Botswana. Three, education and vocattonal 
training for women. Four, women's health issues. 



Five, .female children, and the role that you know -.:. there've historically been greater status attached 
to male offspring, and so they're trying to equalize and raise the status of female children. Last, 
violence against women, and abuse ofwomen. 

Q: Mike, is infanticide aproblem (OFF-MIKE)? 

MCCURRY: I don't know whether it is or not. There's nothing here that indicateswhether it is. 

Q: Are they visiting here? 

MCCURRY: No, they're -- they're down in the -- .the two presidents were just collecting their first 
ladies, and then they're coming over here to the reception. They're trying t9 stay pretty much on 
schedule because we have to land before nightfall in Kasane tonight, or else we think we can't get in 
tonight. They met privately for about 20 minutes, and then met for roughly a half hour in the 
delegation format. ' 

Q: Did they talk about the trade bill or the ACR!? 

MCCURRY: They talked about -- let me just go over some of the other subjects they raised. 

President Masire was interested, as other leaders have been, in the status of the Democratic 

Republic of (AUDIO GAP) Botswana defense force. 


And that then naturally led into the discussion of the ACR!. The presideqt asked Assistant Secretary . 
Susan ruce to give an update on the Africa Crisis Response Initiative, and she ticked offsome of the 
countries that have started participating in joint training exercises. We will see one of those in 
Senegal later in the trip. 

But it was sort ofa subtle reminder to the government of Botswana that it -- that we continue to 
· hope that they will become productively involved in the work of the ACR!. They have been... 

Q: They're not participating in that? 

MCCURRY: They are not currently participating, although there have been discussions that have 
been under way about whether or not they might consider it. We were not attempting to get their . 
acceptance on thi.s trip, but we certainly hope that the further discussions that we have with them 
will lead them to consider participating. The president talked at one point about -- no, Sandy Berger 
raised the issue that they had to get -- that we all had to be issued new phones when we were he(e, 
and we learned that's because the emerging Botswana cellular phone system is digital-based so that 
it's more advanced tec}mologically than what our normat White House equipment works on.' So the 
president said that's not a comment on the United States of America, but it is a comment on the 

. White House, that you have more sophisticated technology here. . . 

The president then talked about how much he was looking forward to going to the game preserve; 

·and told a story ofa friend of his who had stayed at the same lodge that he will stay at, who woke 

up one morning with a baboon sitting at the end of his bed; and said the baboon was kind ofin and 

out of the apartment the whole time that he was here, and when he left, he felt like he was leaving a 

friend. . , 

The pre~ident then also asked -- asked about Botswana's -- he said I've heard that there is one 

elephant for every 1 g people in Botswana, and he asked if that were true and if anyone knew. And 

they - one of the ministers on the Botswana side said that they thought that it was probably right. 

·He said, well, that's Qoth good and bad for me. He says: It's interesting. I've read a lot about the 
elephant population and some of the work that-you're doing concerning the elephant population. . 

· They've got a very large population, and it causes some.damage to ecosystems because of how 



much elephants eat and drink in the course of a day. But the president also said that the other 
problem I had is of course that it is the symbol of the other party back home. (LAUGHTER) ,­

.	So he said that there would probably be lots of pictures with me and elephants in the neL couple of 
days. (LAUGHTER) . . . . '.' I. ' 
That was pretty much it. I mean, it was a very -:- they did not, unless they -- they did not talk , 
specifically about the trade initiative. 

Botswana.. according to the ambassador -- we were talking on the way here -- they would be less 
likely affected by the president's Africa trade initiative than some other countries. Their ~rincipal f 

export item is diamlJnds, and they're not an economy that has been heavily based on assistance from 
outside. They, ofcourse, graduated from fonnal U.S. assistance some time ago. So the~'re not an -­
an aid recipient as have some of the other countries that we've visited. I 
Q: Mike, there was an article in one of the papers about the indigenous residents of the Kalahari 
area who were hoping that --to -- the Clintons' visit would help them avoid a forced or ~ncouraged 
move out of that area to a settlement. Do you know -- has that issue come up? Or is it likely to? . 

MCCURRY: OK. I don't believe it came up in this meeting. I can check with the ambas~ador to see 
I , 

if we have worked on that, but that's not an issue that's come up. That's the first I have heard of 
that. Q: Mike, (OFF-rv1IKE) 	 : ' I. 

, 	 , 

MCCURRY: No, he's -- that was -- there was a lengthy response --is that the letter that the Jones 
side... 


QUESTION:! (OFF.rv1IKE) years ago. 


MCCURRY: This was in the new filing by -- by Jones? There was a lengthy response g~ven by Jim 
Kennedy from the White House legal counsel's office on that, and we have not seen those filings '. 
here and have only :5een one article about it, which didnit even mention the name of the person you,' 
have just mentioned. So' I've -- we have nothing to add to the response that's already bdm' given~, '" 
OK.; '. " ".. . ' . " ..' .,)." . 

Q: This is astupid question. But does he have any comment on the fact that they played "Beautiful .' 
Dreamer" as he was re~ewing the troops? (LAUGHTER)" I. . 

MCCURRY: No. I didn't hear him say anything about that ',' 	 'I . . 

Q: Well. (OFF-MIKE) talk about this -- the (OFF-MIKE) once again, that it was a comment on the 

White HOllse... •. ..... ... . 1 ... 

MCCURRY: It wasn't a -- It wasn't a comment on advanced technology 10 the Uruted Srates, but It 
probably was a comment on the White House technology that they have more sophisticated cellular 
technology here in Botswana. 

Q: Thank you. 

MCCURRY: Thanks. 

2:30 P.M. (L) 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very ~uch. Mr. Foreign Minister, President Masire, Lady Obebile, 
Vice President Mogae, Mrs. Mogae, and all the other people who have previously been recognized 
by a previous speaker. I am glad to be here and to receive such a warm welcome --and a standing 
ovation from all ofyou. 

For Hillary and for me, .thishas been an extraordinary trip for our entire American delegation. It has 
taken us from Africa's Western rim to its Southern shore; from its smallest villages to its most 

. modern cities; fr'om its youngest democracy, SouthAfric~, to its oldest, Botswana. 

We have seen the promise ofa new Africa whose roots are deep here in your soil, for you have been 
an inspiration to all who cherish freedom. At your independence three decades.ago, B,ots..wana was 
among the poorest countries on Earth, with only two miles of paved roads and one public se~ondary 
school. Today you have a vibrant economy, a network ofmajor highways, almost full.enrollment in 
primary schools, and the longest average lifespan in sub-Saharan Africa. Congratulations to all of 
you. 

Africa needs more Botswanas, and America is determined to support ail those who would follow 
your lead. Today I'm pleased to announce our intent to establish Radio Democracy for Africa, a 
Voice of America service aimed directly at encouraging progr~ss toward freedom and democracy, 
respect for human rights, and an independent and objective media. 

I the Congressman Royce in particular for his leadership in promoting this program, as well as the 
other members ofour congressional delegation. . 

Botswana's success' was built by its people and by the dedicated leaders they chose. President 
Masire; I am deeply honored to be among those here as you leave your distinguished t,enure. As 
Vice President and Finance Minister, you sparked the engine ofan economic miracle by establishing 
the first joint ventures for mining diamonds. You created Botswana's sound fiscal and monetary . 
regimes. You negotiated Botswana's access to European markets. You earned the trust ofyour 
fellow citizens. 

As President, you've ensured that human rights and the rule oflaw could make their home in 
. Botswana. Your stand against apartheid and your support of the ANC gave hope to all who-yearned 
for dignity and equality in South Africa. You have been a leader in conserving wildlife. You've sent 
your troops on missions of peace in Somalia, Rwanda, and Mozambique. And as a founding 



member and host to the SADC Secretariat, you have helped bring countries in this region closer 
. together and create new opportunities for your people. . '. . I' ." 
Now, as you step down from public office after i8 years ofleadership, you're ensuring the peaceful 
transfer ofpower that has come to characterize this land. 

Mr. President, on b(~halfof all Americans. I salute you and your achievements. I would say you have 
earned the right to go back to your cattle ranch. 

The United States has been very proud to support Botswana's progress. Botswana's success led to 
thebittersweet closing of our AID and Peace Corps programs. But though these development 
programs have finished, their legacy endures. Lady Obebile, I know you taught many Pe~ce Corps 
Volunteers their first words in Setswana. You helped to ensure that countless young AIrlericans . 
carne home with a lifelong love for your country and this continent. 

Now we're building on that spirit ofcooperation to renew our partnership for the future, based on 
common values, conlmon vision, and mutual respect. Together we can help all men and women in 
Africa secure the freedom that is their birthright. We can deepen our investment in trade\and bring 
the prosperity to all citizens. We can work together to deter conflicts before they explode into 
crises. And together, we can protect this. fragile Earth for future generations. 

Visitors to Botswana will never forget the beauty of your environment. Tomorrow, Hillary and I 
will have the great pleasure ofvisiting Chobe ourselves. You have been blessed with abuhdant 
resources, but none ()fthose is more precious than your people. Because of them, the fu~ure looks 
bright for Botswana and for the region'as well. 

. !! 

So, Mr. President, on behalf ofall Americans, thank you again for the extraordinary example you 
and the people ofBotswana have set. I wish you all the best. America is proud to be Botkwana's 
partner and friend. Thank you very much. 
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MIt. BERGER: The President had a brief farewell meeting with President Masire at the airport. 
Mrs. Clinton and Mrs. Masire were also present. President Clinton thanked· him enormously for 
obviously the hospitality and warmth of the last three days. He congratulated President Masire -- as 
you know. today is the day on which he leaves office. after 18 years ofgovernment, turns over· 
power. And the President said that what he had accomplished -- what President Masire had 
accomplished in building and sustaining a democratic government with high rates of growth, with 
well-being of people quite widely shared, the actions he's taken to preserve the environment, are an 
enormous legacy that he is leaving behind for his people. 

And the President specifically talked about today, as he drove around Gaborone today and saw 
people going ~bout their daily lives in a normal fashion, this truly is the peaceful transition of power. 
One could not have known from driving down the streets or walking around the streets that 
anything unusual was happening today, and that speaks very loudly about what's been established 
here. 

QWhat did President Masire say in response to President <:1inton's assessment ofhis building of 
democracy? . 

Mr. Berger; He was very grateful, that he had a great deal of confidence in the vice president, who 
will become president sometime -- excuse me, it's tomorrow, not today; I should correct myself. He 
thanked the President very much. He said it was very important that the President had come, that it 
had been a high point for him. I'm not sure he said "the high point," but he said "a high point." And 
that it was a wonderful present as he left office. . 

Q Why is he leaving office? 

Mr. Berger: His term is up next year, and I think that hefelt, as I understand it, that it would be 
better to have the vice president established as president, whom he will appoint tomorrow, and have 
a period to establish himself with the Botswanan people. 

Q Does Gore know about this practice? 

Mr. Berger: No comment. 

The last thing, the President obviously talked about how wonderful Chobe was, and they really do 
wanttourism to be -- they have an economy now that is quite heavily dependent on diamonds. They 
have quite a long time in which they can mine these diamonds.-- the length of time -- up to 50 years~ 
worth. But they obviously want to diversifY their economy. 



--
'; 

And one of the ways they want to diversify their economy is tourism, It's very, very higq on the list. 
And the President s;lid that he hoped in some way he had helped that, by having all of you here and 
having the world see what a beautiful country this was. 

l\1R. MCCURRY: Senegal. What are we going to do in Senegal? 

l\1R. BERGER: In Senegal, we are going to meet with President Diouf. The three high points of this 
I 

-- obviously in addition to meeting with President Diouf -- will be going to see the trainipg of the 
African Crisis Response Initiative, the ACR!. This is an extraordinarily important thing that's 
happening here, which we originally launched in 1996, And quite a number of African cduntries 
have indicated their interest in it. 

And even, acruaUy, President Mandela, in the context ofsaying there must be an African 
commander, which was always envisioned, for us to participate, that was actually a step Iforward 
because they had previ.ously said they would participate in the context of the southern African group 
participating togetht:r. So I think that's number one. '. I 

Q Can I ask a question along those lines? Would President Mandela 'allow his troops' to be under 
American authority during training? Did you clarify that? Isn't that p~ of the problem? I . 
MR.. BERGER: Wel.l, they aren't under our authority during training. If we're doing training , . 
exercises here in Serlegal, those folks aren't under our authority. We have military traini~g with 
other militaries around the world. It's sort of technical assistance. It doesn't change the chain of 
command or authority. So that's one thing I thinkwill be interesting. 

Second of all;. we're going to do the fourth of these round tables, which I think have been 
, . I . 

wonderful. We did the Rwanda one and we did the South Africa one and we did one today. . 
Tomorrowwe'll meE~t with a group ofNGO leaders from around the continent, people vJ.ho are 
engaged in developrllent issues from various perspectives around the continent. 

. , 

And then ofcourse we will go on Thursday to Goree Island, and the President will talk about the . 
trip: "" ,.... " " .. : .'i'" 

Q I was re,ading an 2.rtic1e today about people expressing concern that the Socialist PartY[ in Senegal , 
is far too dominant and some of the minor parties are getting squeezed out, and 'there were .... '. 
'questions about the honesty of the elections in '96 and in '88. .' ' . 

MR.. BERGER: I think by and large the internationaI community has deemed the elections to have 
been fair. There may have been some problems. I think we!re going to be meeting with s6me other 
leaders as well as President Diouf along the way. 

; 

Q Is the United States satisfied with the extent ofmultiparty democracy in Senegal? 

MR. BERGER: My understanding is it quite brisk and vigorous. 

Q Have you heard from the government ofFrance about this trip to Africa in general and the trip to 
Senegal in particular?, . ' . ,.' ,I . . 

MR.. B"ERGER: The President wrote to President Chirac before he left, and he may cal~ President ' 
Chirac before we get. to Senegal. 

QHemay? 


MR. BERGER: Yes. 


Q f.Ias he gotten any impressions on how it's being received in France? 




MR. BERGER: No, I haven't received anything on that. The press secretary doesn't share that with 

me, his clips. But I think he will, if the call goes through, the President _. 


MR. MCCURRY: -- expressed appreciation for the American president's interest in African affairs, 

if I understand correctly. 


Q Has the President talked to any other African leaders during the trip? 


MR. MCCURRY: Charles Taylor. 


QAny others since then? 


MR. MCCURRY: The summit, the summit in Rwanda. 


Q Sandy, how many nations are involved in the ACRI, and what is that about? 


MR. BERGER: As I began to talk about it, I knew I didn't know the answer to that question. 


MR.. MCCURRY: We're going to have a fact sheet on the ACRl and also I think a fact sheet on the 

NGO. ' 


MR. BERGER: I think this is either the second or third country that's gone through training. There 

are countries are in various stages. Some of them have said they want to participate..What they do 
is they designate their own units, who will then train in a way that could make them interoperable. 

MR. MCCURRY: Remind your colleagues that Joe Wilson and Susan Rice did a whole review of 
the status of ACRI w:hen we were in Kampela . 

. ; 

MR. BERGER:. What is the purpose of it? The purpose ofil is to give Africans an indigenous 
peacekeeping capacity. Africans have been .- a lot of African countries have been huge participants 
in peacekeeping. The Botswanan army is one ofthe best armies in the developing world, and other 
countries. But they don't have something that can connect with each other. And this will take 
awhile, a few years, but hopefully they will than have the capability to go in a Rwanda situation, a 
Liberia situation -. 

QThis would help avoid the son ofgenocide that happened in Rwanda~ is that right? 
/ 

MR. BERGER: It would be another resource that would be available. 


Q .What exactly will· the President be viewing tomorrow? 


MR.. BERGER: He'll be viewing a training eXercise. I don't know exactly _. whether its just ~­


MR. MCCURRY: They've got some kind ofexercise they're going to do. 


MR. BERGER: It's actually -- I think it's an ongoing training exercise. 


_=:===:=:::==:2===;==~::i~!===:~:=:=l. 
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MR. SANDALOW: My name is David Sandalow. I'm jointly with the White House Council on 

Environmental Quality and the National Security Council. My titles are a mouthful, but I'll kive 

them to you if you want. At the Council on Environmental Quality, I'm theAssociate Diredtor for 

the Global Environment; with the National Security Council, I'm the Director for Envirorurlental 

Affairs.. 


I was asked first to describe the roundtable that the President participated in today with five leading 
environmental e.xperts from around the continent. It was a vigorous discussion. Participant~ were 
eloquent. The p~esident and the First Lady were very, very engaged by the conversation. I 

I think the themes that emerged were, first of all, the linkage between poverty and environmental.. '. 

Several participants spoke quite eloquently to that, one saying environmental degiadationlbads to '. 

poverty, leads to environmental degradation, and the cycle continues.;' . ,. '. 


A second. theme that emerged was the importan~e of engaging local co'mrn~ci~i~~iin ~anaging 
"~natural resources and protecting the environment. A third theme that emerged was the need for .... .. '~ .-' , 

broad public education including education of children in order to address environmental i~sues. . ..... '" .- . .... .' ... ' -' '-1"':' 
The trade bili was mentioned, with participants encouraging the President and ·the United ~tates. -" ­
with respect to the trade bill. There were a striking number of references to U.S. AID programs ahd 
their impact in Africa and their effectiveness from several differ~nt particip~nts;.. . .1.. 

Topics that were discllssed included desertification, wetlands. wildlife, and other topics. The 
President at a couple ()f points related the discussion tt) his experiences as 3:governor~ \and more 
recently these issues and similar issues in .the United States. . 

.	In addition to the roundtable, President Clinton is today announcing several new efforts designed to _ 
underscore the importance of environmental protection to our overall Africa policy. Todaj we are 
announcing efforts in connection with the spread of deserts, in connection with empoweri~g 
communities to manage natural resources. and on the topic of climate change. Let mff spe~ fora 
moment about deserti:fication, which is a long word that I suspect few people here are fanyliar with 
and few are experts in. Desertification, the spread of deserts and the degradi[lg ofdryland~,i~a __ 
large problem in African and a main priority of the Africans in discussions about the environment. 
Desertification, or the degrading of the drylands. results from over-grazing, from agricultJral 
practices such as mono-cropping, from over-utilization oflimited water supplies, and froni drought. 

The international community has been engaged in efforts to cmnbat desertification on this continent 
and other continents for quite a while, and there is now an international treaty called the 
Desertification Convention, agreed to several years ago. The treaty was a top priority of the 



" 

Africans and the President sent it to the Senate for ratification in 1996. The Senate has yet to act 
upon it, and today the President announced that Senator Jim Jeffords of Vermont and Senator 

. Russell Feingold of Wisconsin will lead a bipartisan effort to obtain approval of the convention. 

I should say that the convention is a good government treaty. It has innovative provisions to 
encourage local governments and communities to get involved in efforts to fight the spread of 
deserts --in this way. it is very resonant with the discussion that the President had at the roundtable 
today --and it also has mechanisms to improve the coordination of foreign assistance. It imposes no 
obligations on the United States. 

A second area in which we're announcing new efforts is in promoting community-based natural' 
resource management; again. significant resonance with the discussion today. The United States 
already is spending roughly $80 million a ye~r for environmental assistance in Africa. And many of 
--the philosophy of community-based natural resource management really infuses all of these 
expenditures. 

Just to highlight the importance ofthese efforts and the importance of involving communities in 
these efforts, the President today announced a new program called Green Communities for Africa, 
which. is modeled after a similar program in the United States. The program will provide additional 
tools for local communities in Africa to take environmental considerations into account when 
making decisions. 

Finally. the topic ofclimate change, an environmental topic that has received considerable attention 
in the last several months. Here in Africa, erratic weather patterns have been seen, both in Southern 
Africa and in Eastern Africa. In Eastern Africa there has been very heavy rainfall in the last several 
months. President Clinton today announced that NASA will initiate the first ever scientific 
assessment ofthe environment in Southern Africa. Working with local partners, NASA is going to 
use satellite and ground-based technologies to provide an assessment for measuring changes in the 
environment, improving drought prediction, and helping assess the impact of climate change. It's a 
5200,000 effort which we hope will leverage the contribution ofother partners. 

Happy to take questions. 

Q What's the' problem with this treaty? Why hasn't it moved? Mr. Sandalow: There has not been 
opposition expressed to the treaty that we're aware of. We hope that the spotlight that's been shown 
on it here and the attention will help move it forward in the Senate. 

QWhere was it stuck in the Senate? The committee? 

Mr. Sandalow: Sitting in the Foreign Relations Committee; . 

Q Well, has Helms taken a position? 

Mr. Sandalow: Not that we're aware of. 

Q Has the President ever spoken about it before? 

Mr. Sandalow: The President sent it up to the Senate in 1996 and addressed it at that time. 

Q Why hasn't he made a big push before now? Why has it taken more than a year to get around to 
~ . . 

Mr. Sandalow: I think the President underscored the importance ofit today and in Africa --the 
Africa trip has really brought home to him and to lots ofAmericans the importance of these issues. 

Q How can you be optimistic that this will move,'especially since many conservatives are very upset 



about this trip --this Africa trip? 

Mr. Sandalow: I'm optimistic about_ this treaty because it is a good government treaty. It tries to 
make government work better. In that way, I thlnk it is very consistent with bipartisan tHemes that 
are heard across the political spectrum in the United States. I'm also hopeful that the biphrtisan ' 
coalition that's already started can help move the treaty forward. 

Q Can I return to the committee for a second? Are you saying the administration doesn't, know if 

Helms has any position on this treaty at all? 


Mr. Sandalow: I'm not aware ofa position the Senator has taken on this. 


Q Is this what Clintcm was talking about when he said local governments would share power --local 

communities sharing power with national governments and managing resources? 


Mr. Sandalow: Yes. Oh, and more as welL And more. But that's part of it. 

Q What's the difference between the provisions in the treaty and the Green Community for Africa 
program? 

Mr. Sandalow: The provisions in the treaty relate specifically to the problem of spreading deserts 
and degrading of drylands. The Green Community for Africa program could address a s~ries of 
other environmental issues such as urban environmental issues, dirty water, as well as isJues out in 
farms where:: there's not a lack ofwater. ' 

Q --the fact that some of the deforestation activities in Africa are largely based on existential needs? 

Mr. Sandalo~: This" in many ways, is central to our policy approach in addressing this p1roblem. 
Deforestation in Africa is often based upon poverty in local communities. And in order t6 address 
the problem ofdeforestation, it's important to tackle both the problem ofpoverty and th~ problem 
ofenvironmental degradation together. Our programs for sustainable management of natural 
resources are designed to do exactly that --designed to find ways to pelp local corrimunities protect 
--to make money from protecting the environment. 

QQ --first bilateral donor or is the European Community the first donor of --

Mr. Sandalow: The United States is the largest bilateral donor for environment in Africa. I'd have to 
look for figures for C)ther countries. 


QBut by your infonnation, the European Community gives more, right? 


Mr. Sandalow: I'd ha.ve to track down those figures. 


Q Can you repeat the year of the treaty and was it signed? 


Mr. Sandalow: It was signed by the United States in 1996 and sent by President Clinton 

Senate then. 


Q Is their a deadline? 


Mr. Sandalow: No, there is no deadline. The treaty has entered into force --more thana 

countries have ratified it. 

Q Since it really is a symbolic thing you want the United States to be on record as being 
this --

Mr. Sandalow: We are a significant, bilateral donor in this sector as welL We contribute 

to the 

120 

in Javor of 

more than 



'. 
S30 million a year to efforts to protect deserts and this would help us coordinate those efforts with 

other countries. 


QHas any of that money to appear in Botswana? 


Mr. Sandalow: I'd have to check. 
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Q Mr. President, are you -- how important do you feel an African force is -- (inaudible) -l 
THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think it's potentially very important because an African Crisis response 
Force can enable the Africans to stop problems before they get out ofhand. And of cours~, the ' . 
President and I are going to review one ofthe training exercises here in SenegaL We!ve h~d one in 
Uganda. We will have one in Ghana. President Mandela said that he would be interested ih 
participating. So rm encouraged by that. I think there's an enormous sense among Africad leaders 
that if they have infrastructure and the training to do it, they couls solve a lot of their own problems. 
rm very excited about it. 

QWill you be talking to-- about reports of -- (inaudible) -- party politics here? There is criticism' , 
that perhaps, the rulingpariy i~ -- has too much power and is too controlling? " ' 

,. -, < .,,~ , • 

THE ~RESIDENT:Wel1,.we'l1 discuss the whole range ~tthings. But the~~in thi~g I wa~t to do,"-' , 
today IS to thank the President for the support that he's given to peacekeepmg around the world and 
to --Senegal's long experience with elected Presidencies and to work on this African Crisik " ' 
Response Initiative. , ',,' " , . ", ' ' .", " .""'-:', f ' ' 

. " . ,., , . ' . .' • ' . . i .' . ~ •. ' , ~'.~ ..'} ! 
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AFRICAN CRISIS RESPONSE INITIATIVE CACRI) 

Former Secretary of State Warren Christopher launched the African Crisis Response Initiative 
(ACRI) in October 1996. The purpose of the Initiative is to work with international partners and 
African nations to enhance African peacekeeping and humanitarian relief capacity. Through the 

ACRI program, the United States offers training and equipment to African nations who seek to 

enhance their peacekeeping capabilities and are committed to democratic progress, principles, and 

civilian rule. 


The United States completed initial training with battalions from Senegal, Uganda, and Malawiin 

1997, and began training Mali in February 1998. ACRI training will begin in April 1998 in Ghana in 

cooperation with the·Belgian and Ghanian trainers. TheUnited States will begin training later this 

year in Ethiopia, which has chosen to commit two battalions and a brigade staff to this effort. The 

normal training period is 70 days and approximately 70 U.S. trainers. generally provide instruction. 


Non-governmental and private organizations are invited to participate in the training, affording 

trainers and trainees alike valuable opportunities for increased interaction and understanding of the . 

role ofcivilian agencies in peacekeeping and complex humanitarian operations. After the initial 

training, U.S. military training teams return every six months for short duration to assist in ..' .. 

developing self-sustaining training capability. 


The U.S. AClp program also complements African capacity training efforts of several other 

countries such as Britain, France and the Nordic countries. The U.S. also consults closely on ACRI . 

activity with the UN Department ofPeacekeeping Operations, the Organization ofAfrican'Unity 

(OAU) and its Crisis Management Center, and African sub-regional organizations already pursuing 

capacity enhancement. 


ACRI is a five year program with $15 million allocated for the first year, $20 million for the second 

year, and another $20 million requested for the third year. 


During his visit to Senegal President Clinton will review Senegalese troops who have participated in .. 

ACRI training and peacekeeping activities. 
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FACT SHEET 

Safe Skies for Africa Initiatives 

The President announced today a "Safe Skies for Africa" initiative. The goals of this $1.2 million 
program - funded by the Departments ofState and Transportation -- are to: 

(1) increase the number of sub-Saharan African countries that meet leAO standards 
for aviation safety;

f 

(2) improve security at 8-12 airports in the region within 3 years; 

(3) improve regional air navigation services in Africa by using modern satellite-based 
navigation ~ids and modern communications technology. 

The initiative will focus em conducting safety assessments and security surveys in select countries, 
and fonnulate action plans together with Africa civil aviation authorities to bring aviatiol) saf~ty and 
security practices in Afri(:a up to accepted w,orld standards. In the first year, the Department 6f '.. ,. 

Transportation will hold four regional conferences with African civil aviation representatives to.. : ' , ; ~, . . . ·1 

discuss with them their airports needs and how best the U.S. can assist. These conferences will build 
on those held last October in Cote d'Ivoire, Ethiopia and Zimbabwe and will then be followed by 
security surveys and safety assessments. 

Transportation Secretary Slater will visit Africa in the nearfutu~e to begin swift implement~tion of 
this initiative. 

Safe air travel and secure airports are necessary for increasing trade, attracting investment, . . 
expanding tourism. and developing a more modem society. Nearly halfof all world commerce is 

conducted by air. . ... . . ... ... I 
"Safe Skies for Africa ll is a cornerstone for a larger Africa transportation initiative that the u.~. 
Department ofTransportation (DOT) recently launched in support ofthe Administration's A.fr;ica 
Initiative announced by President Clinton in June 1997. DOT's transportation initiative·highliglits 
how essential transportation is to any economy -- large or small, developed or developing. 
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MR. MCCURRY: Mr. Berger wanted to come back and tell you some more about our Africa trip 
and what a successful time the President has had here and how much he's enjoyed it here. And as we 
have done a lot on this trip, if you have questions about this matter, you should call Mr. Kennedy at 
the White House Legal Counsel's Office. . 

Q: Are you telling me you're not going to tell us the President's reaction to the news from the court? 

:MR. MCCUR.R.Y: I can tell you the President got a mess~ge to call Mr. Bennett. his lawyer, which 
he did. He called him a little bit after 9:00 p.m. The President got the news from Mr. Bennett. He 
asked ifit was, in fact. an April Fools joke that Mr. Bennett.was playing on him, and, assured that it 
was not, the Presidentthanked Mr. Bennett for his fine work, said he appreciated everything the 
attorneys had done in this case. 

And, obviously, the President was pleased that the judge agreed with the very detailed arguments 
that the President's attorneys had put forth in this case. and I think he believes that the court's ruling 
speaks more eloquently than he could on the matter. . 

Q: But he must be relieved by this, don't you think? Isn't he relieved? 

MR. MCCURRY: The President was pleased to hear the news. 

Q: How is Mrs. Clinton? 

Q: Does the President regret at all that so many other people were brought into this investigation, 
that other names were made public? . 

MR. MCCURRY: There will be a lot said by many people on this. I've just told you -what'the 
President has to say. 

Q: Mike,'how is Mrs. Clinton handling this right now? . 

J.\.1R. MCCURRY: The President shared the news with the First Lady after he got it from Mr. 
Bennett, and I think both of them were pleased to get the news. And at the moment they're doing 
some shopping. 

Q: What do you think this does to Ken Starr's investigation? 



-~ 

MR. MCCURRY: I'm not going to speculate on that. I have no basis of information to speculate on _ 
that. . 

,Q: Is the President bitter about what happened? 

Q: --political calculus in terms of the President being able t6 get things done, his agenda, which has 

been-­

MR. MCCURRY: I'm not going to speculate on politics or anything else. We've done a lot of very 
hard work on Africa and the importance of building a new partnership with Africa on this ~rip. The 
President has been focllsed on that, and focused on that to the exclusion of other issues. Abd I think 
he's going to remain interested in building the kind of partnership with the countries that wb've been 
here, continuing to build a relationship that's going to matter a lot more to the American pJople in 
the long run as we think ahead to the 21 st century-- what kind of country we want to live ih and 
what kind ofcountry we want to share our own work with. And that's the purpose of this t1rip. 

Q: Is he bitter about being dragged into this for three years now? 

MR. MCCURRY: I think the President is pleased to receive the vindication he's been waiting a long 
time for this. 

Q: Mike, how surprised was the President by this decision? 

MR. MCCURRY: I dOl'l't know in would characterize him as being "surprised." I mean, there's 
been speculation that the judge would have some ruling on that motion. J don't think it was entirely 
expected, but it ~as welcome nonetheless. 

Q: Mike, did the First Family call Chelsea in California? 

MR. MCCURRY: Not at this point, and I don't know whether they plan to or not. I thinktney plan 
to get dinner. :':", ' ." .. 

Q: What was the President doing when he got the news? MR. MCCURRY: He was on the 
telephone with Mr. Bennett. (Laughter) 

Q: Well, Mike, bef~re that? 

MR. MCCURRY: Right: before that he was walking down the hallway to get on the phone with Mr. 
Bennett. (Laughter) . 

Q: How much has legal bills in this case-­

MR. MCCURRY: We've reported what we have on that at previous occasion. 


Anything else? Let's go to dinner. 


Q: Mike, will the President address this himself at any point? 

MR. MCCURRY: I don't anticipate him doing that. He's got a lot ofwork to do tomorrow to wrap 
up this trip, 'and he will stay focused on the work of this trip. . ' . 

Q: --to tell us how you think a decision of this magnitude,.which has been affecting all ofyour 
work-- how's it going to affect --I mean, this whole scandal has been affecting all of your wo1rk-­
how it's going to affect- . . 

MR. MCCURRY: A decision of this magnitude, which has been long awaited for and is--the 



President is glad to get. I mean, I don't know how it's going to affect the work we do. The President 
would have done the work that he is going to do regardless ofwhat this decision was. 

Q: Does that President expect it to be appealed? Does Bob Bennett expect it to be appealed? 

rvrn.. MCCURRY: We had no way ofknowing that. We've heard some ofwhat the attorneys on the 
other side have said, but we have no way of predicting. 

Q: Back on this. Does the President feel vindicated? I mean, he has always denied this. 

rvrn.. MCCURRY: I think that's about three times already I've said he's felt vindicated: 

Q: Yes, I know, but I mean you really haven't addressed it. 

.MR MCCURRY: Pleased to receive the vindication that he has long waited for. 

Q: Does this change his mind about a news conference, Mike? 

rvrn.. MCCURRY: No. Not unless, you all have a lot ofquestions on Africa and the partnership 
we're building with Africa as we think ahead in this very important relationship the President has. 
worked hard on in the last couple ofdays. Q: Does the President believe this may have damaged 
him, notwithstanding the vindication from the judge, simply by having this for three years in the 
public print? 

.rvrn.. MCCURRY: This has been a fact oflife and no doubt other matters will remain a fact oflife 
for him. And he has done a very good job of staying very focused on the work that he believes that 
the American people expect him to do. That's what he's doing on this trip. That's what he's doing . 
when he will get: home. And I think the President has shown extraordinary discipline in not letting 
these other issues distract him from the work that he was elected twice by the Anlerican people to 
do. 

Q: Mike, the judge's ruling says that if the allegations are true, they do not amount t.o sexual" 
harassment. Could you state again for the record whether the President says that Ms. Jones? 
allegations have merit .or not? 

rvrn.. MCCURRY: That question relates directly to the arguments that Mr. Bennett filed in 
numerous briefs before the court, and you can find the answer in the very eloquent pleadings that he 
filed. . 

Yes, sir. 

Q: Mike, what are the high points of this trip to Africa? 

rvrn.. MCCURRY: I think the major high points ofthis trip for Africa have been the sense ofa new 
spirit of partnership in which the American people will engage with the people of Africa as we build 
a common destiny. And I think most Americans will not lose sight of the fact that, irrespective of 
what the news is back home, this President has worked hard to advance the economic interests of 
the American people and doing so in a way that will help the people of Africa realize their potential. 
It's an extraordinary place. The President has been very struck by the energy and enthusiasm .of the 
people and leaders of Africa, and I think he wants to build on that now as we build a new " " 
partnership with Africa. . 

Q: Has the president; Mike, said anything about tactics that the Paula Jones lawyers used in the last 
few weeks? 

rvrn.. MCCURRY: The President has said what I've reported to you, and.that's about the last 



, , , '.,.' 

.... 

question I'm going to tilke. 

Q: Mike, for the record, does the President deny Ms. Jones? allegations? 

MR. MCCURRY: That's been asked and answered so numerous times and addressed so e10quently 

and pleaded before the court, you don't need me to say that here. 


Anything else, and we're done for the evening. 


Q: Mike, you talked about what the President did, but can you tell us, did he have a meeting with 

his aides? Did Bruce come in. Sosnick, you? What happened immediately after he got this rtews? 


. I . 
MR. MCCURRY: He got on the phone to Bennett. He relayed the news to others here. I tHink it's 
fair to say that some pel)ple were surprised by that news, and the President shared it with tHe First 
Lady and he's going on with his program for the balance of the evening.· . " 

Q: Do you expect some celebration, Mike? ' 

MR. MCCURRY: I expect the President to do some good shopping of the very fine crafts that they 

have displayed for him up there, and then have some dinner and then go to bed so that he dn get 

and do the work that he intends to do here in Africa tomorrow. 


Q: Were the President's aides surprised? Were you surprised? 

.MR. MCCURRY: I'm not going to characterize the reaction. I've given you the President's reaction. 

I think that's the significant thing, and I don't think there's anything to add beyond that. 


Let's finish this up. 


Q: Is the President asserting executive privilege on behalf ofsome of his aides in their conversations , 

with Mrs. Clinton? 


MR. MCCURRY: Asked and answered. .. 
Q: When was it answered? 


MR. MCCURRY: Asked and answered. It's been addressed back home numerous times. 


Q: Well, what about you? You're his spokesperson? 


MR. MCCURRY: You've asked me and I've already answered that question. 


,Q: By saying nothing., 


MR. MCCURRY: Anything else? 


Q: Mike, what exactly did the President say as he relayed his news to you and the other peop,le on 

~~@ , 

MR. MCC~Y: He said, as I indicated, that he thought at first it was an April Fools joke. 

Q: Can you kind of characterize his demeanor when he spoke to you? 

MR. MCCURRY: He just wanted to know more about it and wanted to talk to Mr. Bennett about it ' 

and then wanted to share the news with the First Lady. 


Okay, that's all I want to do on this subject, and we'll get back to Africa tomorrow. I know you all 

want to get back to your stories you're doing for tomorrow on our trip here in Africa--which weare, 




here jn Africa, not back in Washington. And there's not--l don't believe there's anything further that 
Mr. Kennedy--if there's anything further to say about any legal aspect of this, Jim Kennedy from the 
WhiteHouse Legal Counsel's Office will be the place to go. I don't intend to do anything more on it 
here. 

Q: Mike, is the President staying in tonight? 

MR. MCCURRY: Yes, he will stay here, it is my understanding. 

Q: Is there some sort offrustration for the President abqut the coverage of this African trip? 

MR. MCCURRY: No, absolutely not. It has been spectacular. It's been great. He has several times 
told me that he's been somewhat surprised at how much you all have been able to report on this and 
get good placement and good air time for the story. And he feels that's important because one ofhis 
goals in this trip was to introduce America to the potential and possibility that is Africa today and 
will be Africa in the 21 st century. And the coverage has been great, and he's loved the pictures of 
him and the elephants. And he thanks all ofyou. And think you all deserve a night out on the town. 
And why don't we all go do dinner, which is what we should be doing anyhow. 

All right, anybody got anything else before we end this? Thank you and good evening. 

f(L) 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr. President, for that magnificent address. 
Thank yo~ so much. (Applause.)' . 

Now, all my friendS will have.to telllI).e ifthe:translation is w,<;)rlciD.g., Yes) . 

i(, working? (Applaus ..) Hurrayl .. .. .... ..... . .. ... .•.. .•. .,..,.. -:: ~r..":,.,, 
. ' :.:.' Mr. ?residet1t, ~adarUe DioUf,the nUnisteI3 and o~~ials. ~f~e."'~F7gaIeSe ' 

sov~ent, Governor, Mayor. to the students who arehe~e who~~e 5u~g to.,~. and\Wlth . 
whom we have me~ ~romthe Martin Luther King School, the John: F: Ken.ne,~y,.?choor~ " .. 
(applanse) -- the Mmama Sa School here on Goree Island -;,. (applause) - and the Margaret . 
.	Amidon Elementary School in WashingtOn, D.C. - (applause) - the residents ofGor.k Island; 
the citiZens of Sea.egal-- (applause) - my, fellow Americans and our delegation, ladie~ and 
gentlemen. rd also like to say a special word of thanks to the curator: Bubw Ndiay~. who 
toured me through the slave house today. Thank you, sir. (Applause,) 

Here, on this tiny island in the Atlantic Ocean, Africa and Americ, meet. 
From here, Africal expands to the east; its potential for freedom and progress as great ~ its . 
landmass. And to the west, over the horizon, lies America -'(applause) --a thriving democracy 
built, as President Diouf rud, through centuries ofsacrifice. . . , . .' 

Lems after the slave ships stopped sailing from this place to 'America, Goree 
bl~d. still to~ay. looks out on~ the New World,::oonecting tWo c.ontinents, st~dinglas a v~vid 
remtnder that tor some of Amenca's ancestors the Journey to Amenca was anything but a search 
for freedom; and yet still, a symbol of the bright new era ofpartnership between our pcboples, . 

. . .In 1n6. when our nation was founded On the promise offreedom ~ God's 
right to aU human beings, a new building was dedicated here on Goree Island to the selling of 



human beings in bondage to America. Goree Island is, therefore, as much a part of our history 
as a part ofAfrica's history, From Goree and other places, Africa's sons and daughters were 
taken through the door ofno return, never to see their friends and family again. (Applause.) 
Those who survived the murderous middle passage emerged from a dark hold to fInd . 
themselves, yes, American. But it would be a long, long time before their descendants enjoyed 
the full meaning of that word. 

We cannot push time backward through the door of no return. We have lived 
our history. America's struggle to overcome slavery and its legacy forms one of the mOllt 

difficult chapters of that history. Yet, it is also one of th~ most heroic; a triumphant of courage, 
persistence, and dignity. The longjowney of African Americans proves that the spirit can never 
be enslaved. (Applause.) 

And thatlongjol!Illey is today embodied by the children ofAfrica who now 
lead America, in all phases ofour common life. Many of them have come here with me on this 
visit, representing over 30 million ~.I..mericans that.are Africa's great gift to America. And fd . 
like them to stand now. Please stand. (Applause.) . 

A few hours from now, we winleave Africa and go 00 home, back to the 
'work ofbuilding our own country for a new century. But I return more convinced than when I 
came here that despite the daunting challenges, there is an African renaissance.· (Applause.) 

1will never forget as long as I live the many faces that Hillary and I have 

seen in these last 12 days. In them, I have seen besuty and intelligence .;.-.(applause) - energy 

and spirit, and thedeterm.inatioD to prevail. I have seen the faces ofAfrica's future. The 

friendly faces ofti\e hundreds of thousands ofpCople who poured into Independence Square in 

Accra to show that'Africans feel warmly toward , .. America. The faces of the chil~n 

at the primary scheol in Uganda, whose parCllt:S were held back by a brutal dictatOrship: but 

where today opportunity ofeducation is offered to all of thatnation's boys and girls .. 


The faces ofthe women in Wanyange Village in Uganda, once ordained to a . 
. life ofcontinuing struggle, now empowered, along with 10.000 other Ugandans and women and 
men in Senegal and virrualJy every other country in Africa by microcredit 10BDB to start their 
.own businesses. small loans which people repay and which repay them by giving them the 
opportunity to live a better life. 

I will always remember the faces of the survivors of:che Rwandan genocide, 

who have the courage DOW not just to survive, but to build a better societv: . 


I will never forget the face of Nelson Mandela in his ceil 00 Robin Island -­
(applause) - a face that betrays a spirit cot broken, but strengthened; not e.qtbittered, but 
energized; a man used his suffering to break the shackles ofapartheid, and DOW to reach toward 
reconciliation. (Applause.) . ' . 



;~ 	:"Il."" 

. I remember the faces of the young leaders I have met - young leaders of the 
new South Africa; young leaders who want to build a continent where the economy gro.J,s. but 
where the environOlent is presetVed. and your vast riches that natllre has bestowed are no longer 
. depleted; young leaders who beIievethat Africa can go forward as a free, free continent, where 
people. all people, enjoy universal human rights. I remember their faces so well. (Applause.) 

. . - -	 . I 

I remember the faces of the entrepreneurs. African and American, wllo 

gathered with me in Johannesburg to dedicate Ron Brown Commercial Center. (Applau~e.) r 
, 	 thank you, Mr. President, for mentioning our friend, Ron Brown -- (applause) - for it wts he 

who flTSt told me that I had an obligation as an American President to build a better partrlenhip 
with Africa. (Appi2l1:'Se.) 

Already, we impon about as much oil from Africa as we do from the Persian 
Gulf. We export mC>fe to Mrica than to all the former SoViet Union..And Americans shduld 

. 	 . I 
know that our mvesttnents in sub-Saharan Africa are in a rerum of30 percent, higher tha1jl 00­

any other continent in the entire world. (Applause.) But our trade and investment in Africa is . 
but a tiny fraction of~hat it could be, and, theret'ore,ofwhat it Could produce "':-:' in new jbbs, '. 
new opportunities, n_eW wealth, and new dreams for Africans and for Americans. The fades r 
saw will spur us to 0.0 better. (Applause.) - . I 

. . . !' Mr. President, I remember the faces ofthe S~egalese soldiers yesterday, 
whom we saw training with Anlericans, but'led by Africans in an African Crisis Responsb. .. 
Initiative dedicated to the prevention' ofviolence, to the relief ofsuffering, to keeping the Ipeac'e ...•. 
oD. the continent of Africa. (Applause.) . I" . 

. . Most ofall, I will always r.emember in every cOuntry the faces of the ijtt1c
. ... - .... "- '.' ',' ..-.. .. . - -'. 	 I 

children .;;.,:-the beautiful children - the light in their eyes, the siniles on their faCes, the songs that• - . . . ',,'. ..' .... . . . . . - '. 	 . I 
they sung.-We owe it to them; you and I, to give them the beSt possible' future they can have. 
(Applause.) 	 . 

. Yes, Africa still faces poverty, malriutritioh, disease~ illiteracy, 

tinemployineat, terribJe conflicts in S9me places. In some countries, human rights are stilll 

nonexistent and unevenly respected in others. But look across the continent. Democracy is 

gaining strength,. BUitincss is growing. Peace is making p~gress. The people and the leaHers of 
Africa are showing th.e world the resiliency of the human spirit and the furure of this great 
continent (Applause.) 

They have convinced me ofthe difference America can make if we are a 
genuine partner and fiiend of Africa, and the difference a new Africa can makcto Americals 
own future: 

, Everywhere I went in Africa I sa.w a passionate belief in the promise ofl 
America, stated more cloquently today by your President than I ever could. I only wish ev~ 
American could see our own country as so much ofAfrica see us - a nation bearing the idtkus of 
freedom and equality and responsible citizenship, so powerful they still light the world; a n~tion 
that has found strength in our racial and ethnic and religious divelSity; a nation, therefore, that 

. 	 I. 



~007 • 

must lead by the power of example; a nation that stands for what so many aspire to and now are 
. achieving, the freedom to dream dreams and the opportunity to make those dreams come true . 
. (Applause.) 

I am very proud of America's ties to Africa., for there is 0.0 area of American 

achievement that has Qat been touched by the intelligence and energy of Africa -- from science 

to medicine; to literature, to art, to music. I am proud to be the President of a nation ofmany 

colors, blade and white, European and Latino, A.sian and Middle Eastern and everyth..ing in 

between. (Applause.) We have learned one clear lesson, that when we embrace one ano:tb.er 

across the lines that divide us, we become more than the sum of our parts, a community of 

communities, a nation of natioQs: Together, we work to face the future as one America ­
undaunted., undivided, grateful for the chance to Jive together as one people. (Applause.) 


To be sure, our work is not flnished and we have our own problems. But 

when we began as a nation, our founders knew that, and called us always to the work of forming 

a more perfect union. But the future before us expands as wide as the ocean. that joins, not 

divides, the United States and Africa. As certainly as America lies over the horizon behind me, 

so I pledge to the people ofAfrica that we will reach over this ocean to build a new partnership 

based on friendship and respect. (Applause.) 


. : As we leave this island now is the time to complete the circle of history, to 

help Africa to fulfill its promise not only as it land of rich beauty, but as a land of rich 

opportunity for all its people. Ifwe face the future together it will be a future that is better for. 

Africa and better for America. . 


So we leave Goree Island today mindful of the large job still to be done,. 

proud ofhow far we have come, proud ofhow far Africa has come; determined to succeed in 

building a bright, common destiny whose door is open to all. . 
.. 

Thank you and God bless you.. 

END 
.4:40 P.M. (L) 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Mr. President. Firsl.let me thank vou. Mr. President. and ' 
Vice President Kasame. and \"our \\"ives for makint! Hi!lar\' and m~ and our dcleuatihn feel 
so welcome. I'd also li~e to thank the yo~ng s(ude~ts :"ho'm~t liS and tl~e l11usicians.\ the 
dancers who were outsIde. I thank especmllY the survlvorsot the l!enocldc and those who 
are working to rebuild your country tor spending a little time with liS before we cam~ in 
here. ,', ' - , ' ' , \' 

I have a great delt~gation of Americans with me. leaders of our government. leaders of our 
Congress. distinguished American citizens. We're all very greatful to be here. We th~nk the 
Diplomatic Corps for being here. and the members of the Rwandan government. and 
especially the citizens. 

I have come today to pay the respecis'ofmy nation to all,;\\'ho suffered andull who ,,: " 
perished in the R 'Nandan genocide. "It is my hope that through this, trip. in every corner of " 
the world todav and tomorrow. their storv will be told: that four \:ears auo in this beaLtiful. .. 
green~ lovely I~md, a clear and conscious'decision was made by those th~n in power that the 
peo~les ,of this country \\"ould not Jive. sid~ hy side inpe~ce. '. " . \. 

DUring the 90 days that began on April 6 In 1994. Rwanda experienced the most extensive 
slaUlzhter in this blood-tilled centur\, we 'are' about to leave. Families murdered in theit 

, , hom'es, pe.ople hunted do:..-n as \the)~ ned by soldiers and militia'",throllgll i,armland and 
woods as If they were ammals. ' .' , ' 

From Kibu~;e in the! ,""est to Kibungo in the east: p~ople g::ltheredseeking refuge in"" 
churches bv the thousands. in hospitals. in schools. And when thev were found. the oHi and 
the sick. the women and children alike. thev were killed -- killed because their identity card 
said thev were Tutsi or because thev had a Tutsi parent. or because someOll1.'! [hauuht they 
looked iike a Tutsi. or" slain like thousands of Hutus because they protected TU1Sis-or ~"ould 
not countenance a policy that sought to wipe out people \\"ho just the day bctore. and tor 
years betore. had been their friends and neighbors. 

The government-led effort to exterminate Rwanda's Tutsi and moderate Hutus. as you 
know better than me. took at least a million li\·es. Scholars of these sorts of e\"ents say that 
the killers. armed mostl\" \'I."ith machetes and clubs. nonetheless did their work tivetimes 'as 
fast as the mechanized gas chamhers used by the Nazis. " ' \ 

It is important that the world kno\\' that these killings \\ere not spontaneous or acciden~aL 
h is important that the world hear what your President just said -- they were most certainly 
no the result ofancient tribal struggles. Indeed. these people had Ih'ed together tor 
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centuries before the events the President described began to unfold. 

These e\'ents grew from a policy aimed at the systematil.: dcstrul.:tiol1 of a pcoplc, The 
ground for violence was carefully prepared. the airwa\'es poisoned \vieh hate. I.:asting the 
Tutsis as scapegoats tor the problems of Rwanda. denying their humanity. ;-\11 of this \vas 
done. dearly. to make it easy for otherwise reluctant people to partil.:ipate in \\'holesale 
slaughter. 

Lists of victims. name by name. were al.:tually dra\\11 up in ad\'aIH.:e. Today the images of 
all that haunt us all: the dead chokin!! [he Kil!ura Rh'er. noatin!.! to Lak\! Victoria. In their 
tate. we are remind\!d of the capacilY for people e\\~rywhere -- ~10t just in R \\'anda:and 
certainly not just in Africa -- buuhe capacity tor people everywhere to slip into pure evil. 
We cannot abolish that capacity, but we must never accept it. And we know it can be 
overcome. 

The international community, together with nations in Africa. must bear its share of 
responsibility for this tragedy, as well. We did not act quickly enough after the killing 
began. We should not have allowed the refugee camps to become sate haves tor the killers. 
We did not immediatelv call these crimes bv their ril!htful name: !.!enocidc. We cannot 
change the past. But we can and must do e\~erything-in our power-to help you build a future 
without tear. and full 0rhope. 

We owe to those who died and to those who survived \\:ho loved them. our every effort to 
increase our vigilance and strengthen our stand against those who would commit such 
atrocities in the future -- here or elsewhere. Indeed. we owe to all the peopks of the world 
who are at risk --because each bloodletting hastens the next as the value \)1' human life is ' 
degraded and violence becomes tolerated. the unimaginable becomes more conceivable -­
we owe to all. the people in the world our best efforts to organize ourselves so that we can 
maximize the chances of preventing these events. And where they cannot be prevented. we 
can move more quickly to minimize the horror. 

So let us challenae ourselves to build a world in which no branch of humanitv. because of 
national, racial. ethnic. or religious origin. is again threatened with destructio'n because of 
those characteristics. of which people should rightly he proud. Let liS work together as "a 
community of civilized nations to strengthen our ability to prevent and. if necessarY,to 
stop genocide. ' . 

To that ena. I aln directing my administration to impro\·e. \vith the international 
community. our system tor identifying and spotlighting nations in danger or genocidal 
violence. so that we can assure worldwide awareness of impending threats. It may seem 
strange to you here. especially the many of you who lost members ofyollrtamily. but all 
.over the world there were people like me sitting in offices. day after day after day. who did 
not fully appreciate the depth and the speed with which you were being engulted by this 
unimagin~ble terror. 

We have seen. too -- and I want to sav al!ain -- that !!enocide can occur an\'where. It is not 
an African phenomenon and I11llst ne\'er-be \'iewcd us stich. We have sccn'itin 
industrialized Europe: we have seen it in Asia. We must have global vigilancc. And never 
again must we be shy ill the face of thc e\idencc. ' 

Secondh', \\'e must as an international commUnil\' han: the anilit\' 10 Ul.:t when !.!enocide 
threatens. We are working to create that capacity~hcre in the Oreat Lakes rcgio;~ where the 
memory is still fresh. This afternoon in Entebbe leaders from central and eastern Africa 
will meet with me to launch an effort to build a coalition to prevent genocid\!in this region. 
I thank the leaders who have stepped forward to make this commitment. \\'c hope the 
effort can be a model for all the world. because our sacred task is to work to banish this 
greatest crime against humanity. 
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Events here sho\-\' how urgent the work is, In the northwest part of your country. attacks by 
those responsible for the slaughter in 1994 continue today. We must work as partnersl with 
Rwanda to end this vioknce and allow your people to go onrebuilding your lives and your 
nation.· . . '. I . 
Third. we mllst work now to remed\' the consequences 01' !.!enocide. The United States has 
provided assistance to R\vanda to settle the uprooted and restan its economy. but we lnust 
do more. I am pleased that America will become the lirst nation to contribute to the nhw 
Genocide Survivors Fund. We will contribute this year $2 million. continue our supp~rt in 
the years to come. and urge other nations to do the same. so that survivors and their 
communities can ti.nd the care they need and the help they must have. 

Mr. President. to you. and to you. Mr. Vice President. you have shown great vision in your 
effons to create a single nation in which all citizens can live freely and securely. As you 
pointed out, ~wanda v:'as a single ~ation before l~le Eur~pean po\~'ers met in Berli~ to\ 
carve up Afnca. Amenca stands with you. and will continue helping the people ot Rw\anda 
to rebuild their lives and societv. . . 

.. - .. 

You spoke passionately this morning in our private meeting about ~he need for grass-rpots 
etfons. for the development projects \vhich arc bridging divisions and clearing a path to a 
better future. We will join \vilh you to strengthen democratic in·stitutions. to broaden I 
participation. to give all Rv..andans a greater voice in their own governance. The challen~es 

.you face are great. but your commitment to lasting reconciliation and inclusion is firml. . . 

Founh. to help ensure that those who survived in the generations to come never again I 
suffer genocidal violence. nothing is more vital than establishing the rule of law. There can 
be no place in Rwanda that lasts without a justice system that is recognized as such. 

We applaud the efforts of the Rwandan government to strengthen civilian and military 
justice systems. I am pleased that our Great lakes Justice Initiative \vill invest $30 mimon 
to help create throughout the region judicial systems that are impartial. credible. and 
effective. In Rwanda these funds will help to support couns, prosecutors. and police. 
military justice and cooperation at the local level. .. 

We will also.continue to pursue justice through our strong backing for the International . 
Criminal tribunal for Rwanda. The United States is the largest contributor to this triburtal. 
We are frustrated. a'l vour are. bv the delavs in the tribunaPs work. As we know. we m~st 
do better. Now that .administrati~eimprov'ementsha\'e begun. however. the tribunal shbuld 
expedite cases through group trials. and fulfill its historic mission. . I 
We are prepared to help. among other things. \\'ith witness relocation. so that those wh0 
still fear can speak the truth in safety. And we will support .the War Crimes tribunal tor as ' 
long as it is needed to do its work. until the truth is clear and justice is rendered. 

Fifth, we must make it dear to all those who ";vould commit such acts in the future that 
they too must answer tor their acts. and they will. In Rwanda. WI:! must hold accountablf all 
those who may abuse human rights. \vhether insurgents or soldit:rs. Tnternationally. as \~e 
meet here, talks are underway althe United Nations to establish a permanent international 
criminal court. Rwanda and the difficulties m;! have h:1d with this spc<;ial tribun<ll 
underscores the need for such a court. And the United States \\'ill work to see that it is 
created. 

I know that in the face of all you have endured. optimism cannot come easily to any of 
you. Yet I have just spoken. as f said. with se\'eral Rwandans who survived the atrocities. 
and just listening to them gave me reason for h~pc. You see countless stories of courag.~ 
around vou every dav as YOU I!O about your bUSiness here-- men and women who survived 
and go on. child~en \~ho ~eco.rer the light in their eyes remind us that at the dawn of a nhw 

. . 
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millennium there is only one crucial di\'ision among til\! pt:oplc~ orthe bU1h. And believe 
me. after over th'e years of dealing with these problems r know it is not the divisions 
between Hutu and Tutsi. or Serb or Croat and Muslim and Bosnian. or Arab and Jew. or 
Catholic and Protestant in Ireland. or black and white. ft is really the line between those 
who embrace the common humanity we all share and thos\! who reject it. 

It is the line between those \\'ho lind meaning ill life through respect and cooperation and 
who. therefore. embrace peace. and those who can only find meaning in life if they have 
someone to look down on. someone to trample. someone to punish and. thcretore. embrace 
war. It is the line between those who look to the future and those who cling to the past. It is 
the line between those who give lip their resentment and thost: \\'ho believe they will 
absolutelv die ifthev have to release one bit uricvance. ft is the line betwcl!n those who 
confront every day ~'ith a.clenched tist and those who confront every day with an open 
hand. That is the only line that really counts when all is said and donc. 

To those who believe that God made each orus in His own imaae. how could we choose 
the darker road? When you look at those children who greeted ;s as we got off that plane 
today. how could anvone say they did not want those children to have a chance to have 
their' own children'? To experience the joyofanother morning ::iunrise? To learn the normal 
lessons of life? To give something back to their people? 

When you strip it all away. whether we're talking about Rwanda or some other distant 

troubled spot. the world is divided according to how people believe they draw meaning 

from life. . 


And so I sav to you. thouah the road is hard and uncertain. and their arc m:.my difticulties 
. ahead, and iike every othe; person who wishcs to help, I doubtless will not be' able to do 

everything f, ""ould Iike to do. there are things \\ie can do. And if we set about the business 
ofdoing them together. yoU can overcome the awful burden that vou have endured. You 
can puta smile on the f:ice of every child in this country. aod yo~ can make people once 
again believe that they should live as people werc living who were singing to us and' 
dancing for us today. . . 

That's what we have to believe. That is what I came here to say. And that is \\'hat f \\:ish for 
you. 

Thank yop and God bless you. 

...c·,.,O" • 

j 

) / 

To commenl on Ihis si!lTice. 

send/i.!edhm:k 10 Ihe We" Den:/fJ/JII1t!I1f Tt:(/I11. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 

(Gaborone, Botswaml) 

For Immediate ReIt:ase Marcil 29. 1998 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY 

Radio Democracy for Africa 

President Clinton announced todav his intention to establish this year a ne\\' radio 
broadcasting service for Africa. Radio Democracy for Africa wili be a division of the 
Voice of America and will broadcast an additional 22.5 hours per week of programs 
tocused primarily on the promotion Cif democracy and humqn rights throughout the 
continent.· 

The Need for a Free Press , 

Democracies and market economies flourish where there is a strong free media to provide 
accurate news and information. State-run media are the norm in n~uch of Africa: I' 
accompanying such media are often biases and positions of the prevailing political party of 
in some cases. repressive regimes. As yet. many media corporations in the Unitl:!d Sdtes 

, and Europe do not yet see Africa as cOPlmerciallr viable. Further. radio is the mediu~ of 
choice in Africa. " 

Reporting on Democratic Transtormations 

Radio Democracy reporters will focus on reporting statements by politicians and politi~ai ' 
leaders of various orientations. Because of the repressive media climate in some coun1tries, 
foreign reporters will now be able to cover such stories without fear of reprisa\,-' , 

Contl ict Resol utiol1 

Radio Democracy will focus on promotion of contlict resolution by covering reconciliation' 
!!fforts and such events as the Arusha Tribunal' .'" . '" . I . : 

:... 

To comment Oil [his sl!lTice. 

send/eedback to the "reh De\'e!0pl11enl Team, 
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THE\VHITE HOlTSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 

(Kampala. Uganda) 

For Immediate Release March 31. 1998 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

TO AFRICAN ENVIRONl'.·1ENTALISTS AND 


OFFICIALS FROM THE U.S. AND BOTS\VANA 


Mokolodi Nature Preseryc 

Gabarone. Botswana 


2:45 P.M. (l) 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Minister Kgoroba. lor your leadership and your 
kind remarks. I certainly hope that our visit here will incrcase tourism in Botswana -- not 
so much because mv wife and I came. but because we brou!.!ht sllch a \'ast Amcrican 
delegation and a lot' of members ofour press corps -- and I think I can speak for them-- this 
may be the only subject on which I can speak for them. but I think f can speak tor them -­
they had a ,,,,onderful time. as well. and we're very grateful to you. 

Vice President Mogae.thank you for joining us and congratulations about your assumption 
of office just'in the next few hours. Minister Merahte. Secretary Mpofu. Ambassador 
Mogwe. thank you all for making us fed wclcome. I'd like to say a speak thanks to Mr. and 
Mrs. Kirby and all the people associated with the rvlokolodi· Nature Prcserve tor making LIS 

teel so welcome here. This is a perfect placc tor our meeting. 

[thank the distinguished delegation from the United States Congress and Sdcreiary Slater 
and AID Administrator Atwood: Reverend Jesse Jackson: mv National Scc'uritv Advisor. 
Sandy Berger, and Assistant Secretary of State tor African .~ffairs. Susan Rice: 
Ambassador and Mrs. Kru!:!er. and our entirc American dcle!..!alion for bdn!.! here." '- _ ..... 

And I would like to say a special word of thanks to the people who day in and day out in 
'environmental and preservation work who participated in our round tablt!. And I'd like to 
introduce them. And I'll do my best to pronounce their names properly .. If I don't. you'll ' 
just ~ave to make allowances for me. They did a wonderful job. 

First. the Director of Botswana Department of \Vildlife and National Parks. Sedie Modise. 
From Cameroon. the Director of the United Nations Development Program's Office to 
Combat Decertification and. Drought. Samuel Nyambi. From Ghana. ProtessorofZoology 
at the University of Ghana and Chair of the Scientitic and Technical Review Panel of the 
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. Yua Ntiamoa-l3aidu. The Resident Representative for 
Conservation International for Mada1!ascar. formerlv Governor of the Central Bank of 
Madaeascar. Minister of France. a~d"\\'hen I first m~t him. the .\mbnssador to MadaQascar 
to the"United States. Leo Rajaobelinu. And the Dircctor oflhe :\ti'icunCnnservillion"Centre 
of Kenya. Dr. Helen Gichohi. ' 

I think it's faino say that none orus who visit BotsWQlW will e\'er torget the bcauty of the 
environment. Hillary and fand many of our parly. as the Minister just said. have been 
re\'eling in the beauties of Chobe. And wc do wanllO come back to the Oka\'ango Delta. 
And \\'e would like to see more of the Kalahari and more of the rest of the country. 
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r think any human b~ing \,,,ho spends any nppr~ciable amount of time in a uniquely pristine 
place. full of the wond~rs ofanimal and plant life. instinctively tee! humanity's sac~cd 
obligation to preserve our environm~nt. I have been deeply encouraged by what ( have just 
heard in the meetim! with Africa's -- some of Africa's most distinuuished and dedidted . 
environmental expe~rts as we discussed the challenges we all tbc~in meeting our obligation 
to preserve the environment.. .'. . . \ 

There are challenges on every contment. Here 111 Afnca. deserts are spreadmg. forests are 
shrinking. water is increasingly scarce. The needs of grov,;ing populations often cla~h with 
thos~ of plants and animals. People's health is more at risk as pollutants poison \\'at~r and 
air. And here. as everywhere. global warming threatens to aggravate droughts and floods 
and hasten the spread of infectious disease. 

American children in their imagination often travel to Africa. Sil:tce I \vas a boy. we have 
done that. The essence of what attracts them and people everywhere is a vision of tne most. 
magnificent. amazing creatures on Earth living in harmony with unspeakably beauti'ful 
nature -- the vision we saw realized in Chobe. That vision of somehow nature in all its 
manifestations in balance with people living their \i\'essuccessfullyinspires eiwirorlmental 
efforts around the world. 

At the Rio Summit in 1992. for [he first tim~ nalions gathered to proclaim that each, 
country's stewardship of its own environment affects the whole plnnet. Africans and 
Americans swim and fish in the same Atlantic ocean. breathe the same air. ·suffer thc:r same 
health risks from toxic chemicals. greenhouse gases. destruction of the ozone layer. Jf . 
animal and plant species are lost. we are all diminished. even if they are lost on someone 
else's conti:nent. '.. . I 
Since Rio. real progress has been made in fulfilling our mutual obligations. Nations have. 
banned dumping of radioactive waste. Nations are attackit:lg water pollution. working to 
protect ocean life~ We have reaffirmed the vital need for tamily planning. We have made 
real progress in reducing the destruction o.f ~he ozo~e layer. , '.' " :, ' 'I' ' 
But we must do more. And today, verv bnefl v. I'd II ke to focus on three concerns we '. 

\ . 

Americans ,share with Africans: spreading deserts. threats to species. and global \varfuing. 
First. with rcgard to desserts: 27 percent of the African continent is dessert: 45 perceht 
more. dry land. still arable. but with limited water. The dry regions are .rapidly succutnbing 
to the desert. becoming wasteland, increasing the chances of famine and poverty. wt}ile 
climate change as a whole plays a role, agricultural practices -~ too much grazing, popr ' 
irrigation practices. too much tree clearing, tailure to rotate crops ~~- all these things playa 
pivotal role. . ' ' . ' , '. I 
These concerns an! familiar to Americans. One hundred vcars a!!o when our settlers moved 
from east to west in the United States. they belie\'ed the!~ found ~a paradise of rich. fe~ile 
soil. They planted and plowed the land without any thought tor the future. Then .. in I ?31, 
the rain stopped. Fields dried lip. Our skies turned black. Dust til!ed people's'luhgs. ~ood 
was scarce. Thousands upon thousands of stan'inlZ animals d~scended from the hills ~o 
compete with people tor scrap. In. Ap~il of 1935. blinding ~irt blew 24 hours a day fOf three 
weeks. After all these vcars. that IS stili known to all Americans as the DW:it Bowl. (t was 
caIred. America's Sahara. " > 

We couldn't make the rains return -- that was nature's province. But we could and did. as a 
nation. institute strong soil conservation measures that have helped to p'rotect u"s siricJ. And 
we had an agricultural extension service of respected 'experts from each local commuhity 
working with farmers to help them see that it was in their personal interest to preser\'~ our 
common environment., , '. 1 

A half century later. at the Rio Summit with more tlnd more arable land on the African 
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continent turning to dust. African leaders pressed the n:st of thc \\mld ti.lr action. The 

world listened andcrufted a treaty --the Decertification CC)I1\'cmion -- w hdp stop the 

spread of desert and thc degrading of dry bnd. The trcaty seeks to empower local 

communities and to channel foreign assistance to prcvent over-grazing: to grow crops 

appropriate to the land: to use the existing watcr supplic:-i more \\isely. 


I sent this treaty to our Senate for its approval in the summer of 1996. No action has been 
taken since. but today [ am pleased to announce that two distinguished senaLOrs. one from 
each of our panics -- Senator Jim Jeffords of Vermont. and Senator Russ Fdngold of 
Wisconsin -- have agreed to lead a bipartisan effort lor Senate appro\·al. And I will do my . 

,best to get it approved as quickly as possible. . 

[n addition to protecting our land. we must preserve that plants and animals for their . 
beauty and their benetit. As our participant Cram Madagascar reminded me today. the rosy 
periwinkl~ tound only on Madagascar is a plant you likely would walk by \\'ithout a second 
look. But extracts from this plant, have proved critical to attacking Hodgkin's Disease and. 
childhood leukemia. It could have been lost entirdv with no concern lor biodivcrsitv. A 
snake root plant tound in India gives a drug that sa~es lives by lowering blood pressure. It· 
can be lost entirely by ignoring the 111.!eds or biodiversity. 13eyolld stich mcdical 
breakthroughs there is majesty inGod's creation ..md thc halancl.! of Ii Ii! biodin:rsity 
guarantees. 

Yesterday at Chobe. we saw some of Africa's most beautiful wild animals. I sa.\\' all the 
things that I dreamed of seeing, from elephants and hippos to giraffes and lions. But I also 
saw some animals I never knew existed before ~- the I illcwe. the sable :Intelope. the kudu. I 
saw a monitor lizard. And I thought of all the people I would like that lizard to monitor. 
But unfortunatel~, I could not catch it and take it home. 

rsaw the magnificent secretary bird. a bird I had never seen befure -- and watched it in 
wonder. I saw the lilac-breasted rollertly and roll for us. and I wished everyone in the. 
world -- every child in the world and every child in Africa.' especially -- could h:l\'e a 
chance to see these things free from the want of poverty. tree trom any necessity of their 
parents to think about doing things which would undermine the existcnce of those birds 
and animals for all time. ' 

The rest of the world thanks Botswana for its hard work to address these problems. Under 
the guidance of President Masire. Minister Kgoroba. Detense Force Commander Khama. 
Botswana has set aside large portions of its lands and parks. worked to stop poachers. 
promoted sustainable use ofresources. is \vorking with neighboring nations to protect 
rivers, ground water, torests and other resources they share. 

Because such eftorts are not easy, they must be supported. This year. America \\'ill invest 
more than $80 million to help African nations protect their natural beauty. And we all 
should do more. 

Across the continents. nations are also awakenin!! to thc connl..'ction between consen'ation 
. and democracy as local communities share pO\\'e~ with national guvcrnments in managing 

wildlife and water. torest and farmland. When people have a chancc lO decide. more often 
that not. they actually decide to protectwhat is preciolls to their \Yay of lite. 

The United States has helped to empo\\'er Ati-iean cOll1111unitieson the cmironmt:l1tal 
matters and will increase our efforts with a new initiatiye called Grcen Communities tor 
Africa.'based on a program already workingbackhome. The program helps citizens in 
each community consider the environment~1 consequences of all kinds of local decisions, 
from disposing wastes to providing dean drinking water . 

. Finallv, we must act tOl!ether to address the threat of elobal climate cilan!!e. The- ' - . ­ -
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overwheimiOl.! consensus of the world's scicntitic communitv is [hat ureenhousc ~ases from· 
human activiG, are raising the Earth's temperature at a troubiing r:1pid rate. And u-riless \ve 
chanl!e course. seas \vill rise so hi!!h thev will swallow islands and coastal ureas thle \-vorld 
over.-destroying entire communities and habitats. Storms and droughts will intensi\fy. 
Diseases like malaria. Africa's terrible scourge. already killing almost 3.000 children per 
day. will be borne by mosquitoes to higher and higher altitudes ::lI1d will travel acr6ss more 
and more national borders. threatening more lives on this continent than throughoJt the 
world. . . . \ 

No nation can escape these dangers. Theretorc. all must \\·ork to prevellt them. As the 
largest emitter of greenhouse gases. the United Stares has a special responsibility t6 our 
own people and the rest of the world to act. 

Weare implementing an aggressive plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions \\'.ith 
programs tor en(!rgy efficiency and clean technology. But it is a global problem th'lt 
requires global solutions. We must reduce I:!missions in the developed world and pro\mote 
clean energy development in the developing world. 

Under the historic agreement reached last December in Kyoto. companies !lm'e stro1ng 
incentives to invest in clean energy projects not only in the developed countries. but in· 
de\'e!oping countries. The United S[ates also has plans to pro\'ide $1 billion dollars over 
five years to help developing countries to combat global warming. 

Today I'm pleased to announce that NASA. our space agency. together with our partners 
from Southern Africa. will conduct the tirst ever el1vironmental re\'iew of this part 6fthe 
continent. using satellites in space and ground surveillanc!.!. The results will provide: a 
baseline from which to measure changes in the environment. improve seasonal drought 
prediction~. and help to assess the impact of climate change. We can and we must Vvl\ork 
together to realizl! tbe promise of Kyoto. . 

, . . ~.. 

. A generation ago. our leaders began to realize this would become an issue we woulq all 

have to face. President Kennedy said. it is our task to hand undiminished to those who 

come after us the natural \vealth and beauty which is ours. In other words. the naturdl 

wealth and beauty which is ours is not really ours. It belongs to the people who cam~ 

before us. who live on in our memory. and to our children and IZrandcbildren and th~ir 

grandcbildren which \-vill come after: ' ­

In the United States. many ofour Native American popUlation say that they manage their 
own natural resources with seven IZencrations in vie\\'. The\' think. in other \\·ords. aBout 
how today's decisions will affect their children seven generations down the line. We :can at 
!east think of our grandchildren. We. have a serious responsibility to deal with poor P1eople 
In a respectful way the world over because everyone deserves the.right to try to advance 
his or her material condition so that all of our children can have decent lives anduet aecent 
education and build a dec.ent future. . . .• - \. 

But we know from the scientitic data available to us todav that we can t!row the economv 
at a rate· that sllstains both el:ollomic wl!ll-bcin!! and our I~atural resourc'Cs. Illdeed. \\,J . 
know that if we maximize the us\.! of scientitic -(eclmo\oe\' ::md knowled!!c. WI.! can !!rbW the 
economy and e\'en improve the condition of the Ilaturnl 'e'nvironmenr. - . ­

That is our responsibility. It has come to our gencration to make these decisions now so 
that ,future generations will enjoy all the wonderful tl.'!c\mo\ogical ad\'an~es of the 11 st 
Centur\,. But tirst. we must act. and we must do it tOQether. Thank \OU very much. . .,. _. . 
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THE \VHKTE HOUSlE 
Office of the Press Secretary 

(Kampala, Uganda) 

For Immediate Release March 23,1998 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

TO THE COMMUNITY OF KISOWERA SCHOOL 


Mukono. Uganda 


4:25 P.M.(L) 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Thank you and good afternoon. President 
Museveni. Mrs. Museveni. Ms. Vice President Mr. Prime Minister. Mr. Speaker; to 
Education Minister Mushega, to their Highnesses, the distinguished Kings here. the 
religious leaders and other distinguished leaders of Uganda: members of our United States 
Congress. my Cabinet and other important citizens and public servants from the United 1 

States. And most of all, I want to thank the principals. the teachers. the students for 
showing me this wonderful school. the wonderful young people \\'ho walked down with us 
today. and the wonderful dancing exhibit we saw here today. Let's give them a big hand. I 
though they were quite wonderful. 

As Hillary said: she and oUr daughter, Chelsea. came to'Africa and to Uganda last year. I 
have heard a great deal about Uganda since then .- over and over and over again. In 
selecting countries to visit, I almost felt I didn't need to come pere because I knew'enough 
anyway from talking to Hillary about it. She has, I think, become your unofficial roving . 
ambassador to the world. " . , " , . 

. . . 

But let me say [ am profoundly honored to be h~re. honored to be on this 'continent, , 
honored to be in this ~ountry, honored by the progress that has been made in these last fer' 
years in improving economic conditions. in.improvingpolitical conditions. Thank you for 
what you have done. Mr. President, andto all of you.. 

Earlier todav we talked about trade arid investment. A:nd Presid~nt Museveni \\:a"ts ~ore 
of both. and he should. We talked about political cooperation and how we could .work . 
together for the future. And I listened very carefully to what the President said about the 
history of Africa, the history of Uganda. the future. what mistakes had been made in the 
past. 

It is as well not to dwel.l too much on the past. but I think it is worth pointing .out that the 
United States has not always done the right thing by Africa. In our own time. during the 
Cold war, when we were so concerned about being in competition with the Soviet Union. 
very often we dealt with countries in Africa and in other parts of the \vorld based more on 
how they stood in the struggle between the United States and the Soviet Union than how 
they stood in the struggle for their own people's aspirations to live up to the fullesfofthei~ 
God.giv~n abilities. . . '. . . '. . . I 
And. of course, going back to the time betore we were even a nation. European Americans 
received the fruits of the slave trade. And wewere wrong in that. as well-- although, I '1' 
must say, if you look at the remarkable delegation we have here from Congress. from our . 
Cabinet and administration. and from the citizens of America. there are many distinguishea 
African Americaris who are in that delegation who are making America a better place 
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loday. 

But perh::lps the worst sin America ever committed abolll Afric::l \\as the sin or neglecl and 
ignorance. We have never been as involvl!d \\"ilh HIli. in workin!.! lOl.!ether It1r our mutual . 
benetit. for your. children and for ours. as we sho~ld ha\'e been. So (came here to listen 
and to learn. to offer my help and friendship and partnership. And I came in the hope that 
because all these good people up here in the media came Wi.lh me and they're telling the 

. American people back home \"hat we're dlling -- it's nol raining. is it? It's been cold and 
cloudy in Washington. f need a suntan. 

I came here in the hope that the American people would'see you with new eyes -- that they 
would see the children dance. see the childrenlearninu. hear the children siunim!. and sav. 
\ve should be part of the same future. - - - . 

, Today J want to talk very briefly about that future tor our children. President I\luseveni and 
Education Minister Mushega have made education a lOp priority. especially through the 
Universal Primary Education Program. and J loved hearing the children sing about it. 

But you leaders have done more than talk and sing; they have acted. In five years. 
education spending in Uganda has tripled and tcacher salaries have gone up 900 percent. I 

'hate to say that: back home. thev'lI wondcr whv ['m notdoim! better. And. more ' 
importantly, your getting something tor your investment: betier-trained teachers. higher 
test scores. improved performance in school attendance from girls. [ know that Kisowera 
School is proud that it graduates as many girls as boys. because we want all our children to 
learn so that all of them can succeed and make us all stronl.!er. In most African countries. 
however. far fewer girls than boys enroll in school and graduate. One-half the primary 
school-age children are not in school. and that has led in many nations to a literacy rate 
among adults below 50 percent. 

Africa wants to do better. Uganda is doing better. the United States wants to help. Through 
a new initiative, Education For Development and Democracy, we \vant to give $120 . 
million dollars ,over the next two years to innovative programs to improve educa.tion ..We 
want to widen the circle of educational opportunity as is already happening here in. . 
Uganda. We want to make investments in primary edUcation for those who_ will educate" . 
boys and girls. because that is critical to improving health. reducing poverty. raising the. 
status of women. spurring economic gro\\llh. 

We want to promote girls' education with leadership training and scholarships. iuitrition 
training, and mentoring, We also.want to support efforts to reach out-or-school youths. .. , 
This.is a huge problemin parts of Africa. where there are children who were soldiers and 
are now adrift and without hope. ' 

Second. we want to help create community resource ccnte'rs with schools that are equipped 
with computers linked to the Internet. along with books and type\Hiters and radios for 
more long distance learning. We want them to be statTed bv Africans and American Peace 
Corps volunteers. . 

Third. we want more nc\v partnerships among !\frican schools and between American and 
African schools. so that we can learn from and teach each other thromrh the fnternet. We 
do this a lot now at home. ­

'Let me gi\'e you an idea of ho\\.' it might work. (\ student here in Mukono could make up 
the first line of a story and type it in to lhe Internet to a student in Accra: Ghana. who could 
then add a second line and they could go on together. back and forth. writing a story. A 
teacher in New York could give live math problems to students in Kampala. and they . 
could send the answers back. One of the very tirst partnerships will link this school -­
Kisowera -- with the Pinecrest Elementary School in Silver Spring. Maryland. USA. I want 
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more of them. 

Fourth. we want to support higher education with the de\'elopment of business. health care. 
science. math and engineering courses. These are absolutely essential. to give African~ the 
tools they need to compete and "vin iIi the new global economy. and ,,';e wnnt to help do 
that.' . '. .' I 
Finally, we want to build ties between associations and institutions within Africa and in 
America so that groups in your nations and ours concerned with trade and investment'! . 
consumer issues. conflict resolution. or human rights can connect with distant counterParts 
and learn together and work together. This will empower citizens on both continents. I 
This initiative will help more Africans. aJi right. to start school. stay in school, and remain 
lifelong learners. Bllt Americans will learn a great deal from it as well. I 
We also want to support your efforts in health and nutrition. Uganda has suffered so much 
from AIDS, but President Museveni launched a strong education campaign with frankltalk 
and he has made a huge difference. as have all of you who have worked to turn around the 
AIDS problem in Uganda. . '. I . 
We will continue to combat it with global research and health care and pre\'ention eff9rts. 
But these etforts are also essential to combat malaria. an even greater killer of Africans. 
Nearly 3.000 children every day". a million each year -- are lost to malaria. Byweakehing 
as well as killing people, malaria contributes to poverty and undermines economic gro~h. 
Ninety percent of all malaria cases arise on the continent of Africa, but with increasing 
globalization we are all at risk. We now fund in the United States half the research on 
malaria., but we want to do more. . 

.. 
This year. we've cornmitted $16 million more to help African nations tight infectious 
diseases, including malaria, with an additional million dollars to the \Vest African Malaria 
Center in Mali. We also want to support good nutrition. There are troubling signs that I 
without concerted efforts, Africa could face a major food and nutrition crisis in the coming 
years because of natural causes and social unrest. Children cannot learn if they are hungry. 
So we have proposed a food security initiative for Africa to ensure that more African, 
families can eat good meals and more African farmers can make good incomes. 

Over the next 10 years. we want to stav with vou and work at this. In the next two years we 
propose to spend over $60 million in Uganda: Mali. Malawi. Mozambique nnd Ethiopik to 
increase food produ(:tion, enhance marketing. expand agricultural trade and investmen1" 

I've learned a lot since I've been here about Ugandan banana~. Ugandan coffee. f will bel an 
expert in all these matters when I go home. " 

I want you to understand again what f said at the beginning. We want to do these thingTin 
education, in health care and agriculture and nutrition because they will help you. because 
we want to see the light that is in these children's eyes forever. and in the eyes of all other 
children. . . . . I 
But make no mistake about it. The biggest mistake America ever made with Africa over 
the long run was n~glect .and lack of understanding that \\'e share a common ~uture on thlis' 
planet ofours that IS gettIng smaller and smaller and smaller. We do these thIngs. yes. 
because we want to help the children. But we do it because we know it will help our 
children. For v.'e must face the challenges and seize the opportunities of the 21 st century . 
together. The next century, in a new millennium. will be the brightest chapter in all of 
human history -- if. but only if. it is right for all of our children. 

Thank. you and God bless you. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 


1999For Immediate Release March 16, 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

TO CONFERENCE ON US.-AFRICA PARTNERSHIP 


FOR THE 21 ST CENTURY 


Department of State 


9:38 A.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Good morning. Let me say, first of all, to Minister 
Ouedrago, thank you for your fine address and for your leadership. Secretary General . 
Salim, Secretary General Annan, Secretary Albright; to our distinguished ministers land' 
ambassadors and other officials from 46 African nations, and the representatives oflithe 
Cabinet and the United States government. I am delighted to see you all here today. We . 
are honored by your presence in the United States and excited about what it means for 
our common future. 

A year ago next week I set out on my journey to Africa. It was, for me, for my wife, and 
for many people who took that trip, an utterly unforgettable and profoundly moving 
experience. I went to Africa in the hope not only that I would learn, but that the protess 
of the trip itself and the publicity that our friends in the press would give it would diUse 
Americans and Africans to see each other in a new light -- not denying the lingerin~ 
effects of slavery, colonialism, Cold War, but to focus on a new future -- to build a hew 
chapter of history, a new era of genuine partnership: 

A year later, we have to say there has been a fair measure of hope, and some new 
disappointments. War still tears at the heart of Africa. Congo, Sierra Leone, Angola, 
Sudan have not yet resolved their conflicts. Ethiopia and Eritrea are mired in a truly 
tragic dispute we: have done our best to try to help avoid. Violence still steals innoc~nt 
lives in the ~reat Lak~s region., In the la~t year, Nairobi and Dar es Saiaam b.ecame I 
battlefields 10 a terronst campaIgn that kliled and wounded thousands of Afncans, along 

. with Americans working there for a different future. . I 

But there have also been promising new developments. The recent elections in Nigeria 
give Africa's most populous country, finally, a chance to realize its enormous potential. 
The transition may not be complete, but let's not forget, just a year ago it was 



unthinkable. This June, for the first time, South Africa will transfer power from oj fully 
democratic government to another. . I 

More than half the Sub-Saharan nations are now governed by elected leaders. Many, such 
as Benin, Mali and Tanzania, have fully embraced open government and open mar~ets 
Quite a few have recorded strong economic growth, including Mozambique, crippl~d by 
civil war not long ago. Ghana's economy has grown by five percent a year since 19~n 

. All of you here have contributed to this progress. All are eager to make the next ce~tury 
better than the la.st. You share a great responsibility, for you are the architects of Africa's 
future. 

Today, I would like to talk about the tangible ways we can move forward with our I 
partnership. Since our trip to Africa my administration has worked hard to do more. 
We'vecreated a $120 million educational initiative to link schools in Africa to schdols in 
this country. We've created the Great Lakes lusticeInitiative to attack the culture o:f 
impunity. We have launched a Safe Skies Initiative to increase air links between Africa 
and the rest of the world; given $30 million to protect food security in Africa and more to 
be provided during this year. i . 

In my budget submission to Congress I have asked for additional funds to cover thJ cost 
of relieving another $237 million in African debt on top of the $245 million coveretl in 
this year's appropriation.· . I 

We're working hard with you to bring an end to the armed conflicts which claim in~ocent 
lives and block e:conomic progress; conducting extensive ~huttle diplomacy in an effort to 
resolve the dispute between Ethiopia and Eritrea. In Sierra Leon we're doing what We can 
to reduce suffering and forge a lasting peace We have provided $75 million in I· 
humanitarian ass.istance over the last 18 months. And with the approval of Congress we 
will triple our longstanding commitment of support for ECOMOG to conduct regio1nal 
peacekeeping. I 

We have also done what we can to build the Africa Crisis Response Initiative, with, 
members of our military cooperating with African militaries. We've provided $8 million 
since 1993 to the OAU's Conflict Management Center to support African efforts to 
resolve disputes and end small conflicts before they explode into large ones. 

Nonetheless, we have a lot of ground to make up. Fortoo much of this century, the! 
relationship between the United States and Africa was plagued by indifference on Qur 
part. This conference represents an unparalleled opportunity to raise our growing • 
cooperation to the next level. During the next few days we want to talk about how ~hese 
programs work a.nd hear from you about how we can do better. Eight members of ~y 
Cabinet will met::t their African counterparts. The message I want your leaders to take 
home is this is a partnership with substance, backed by a long-term commitment. I, 

This is truly a relationship for the long haul. We have been too separate and too unJquaL 
We must end that by building a better common future. We need to strive together tq do 
better, with a clear vision of what we want to achieve over the long run. Ten years from 
now, we want to see more growth rates above five percent. A generation from now,! we 

. I 



want to see a larger middle class, more jobs and consumers, more African exports, 
thriving schools filled with children -- boys and girls -- with high expectations and a 
reasonable chance of fulfilling them.. I 
But we need the too,ls to get there -- the tools of aid, trade, and investment. As I said 
when I was in Africa, this must not be a choice between aid and trade; we must hav~ 
both. In my budget request for the next fiscal year, I've asked for an increase of 10 I . 
percent in development assistance to Africa. But the aid is about quality, and quantity. 
·Our. aid programs are developed with your involvement, designed to develop the . 
institutions needed to sustain democracy and to reduce poverty, and to increase 
independence. 

To expand opportunity, we also need trade. Our administration strongly supports the 
Africa Growth and Opportunity Act, which I said in my State of the Union address .lve 

I 

will work to pass in this session of Congress. The act represents the first step in crea:ting, 
. for the first time in our history, a genuine framework for U.S.-Africa trade relations I It 

provides immediate benefits to nations modernizing their economies, and offers 
incentives to othe:rs to do the same. It increases U.S. assistance, targeting it where it will 
do the most good. 

The bill clearly will benefit both Africa and the United States: Africans ask for more 
access to our markets; this bill provides that. You asked that GSP benefits be extendbd; 
this bill extends them for 10 years. You said you need more private investment; this bill 
calls for the' creation of two equity investment funds by OPIC, providing up to $650 
million to generate private investment in Africa. 

We agree that labor concerns are important. This bill removes GSP benefits for any 
country found to be denying worker rights. You told us we need to understand more 
about your views on development..This bill provides a forum for high-level dialogue and 
cooperation. 

It is a principled and pragmatic approach based on what will work. No one is saying it 
will be easy, but we are resolved to help lower the hurdles left by past mistakes. I believe 
it represents a strong, achievable and important step forward. There are many friends of 

I 

Africa in Congress and many strong opinions about how best to help Africa. I hope they 
will quickly find consensus. We.cannot afford a house divided. Africa needs action rlow 
(Applause.) 

There's another crucial way the United States can hasten Africa's integration. One of the 
. most serious issues we must deal with together, and one of truly global importance is debt 
relief. Today, I ask the international community to take actions which could result in 
forgiving $70 billion in global debt relief -- global debt. Our goal isto ensure that no 
country committed to fundamental reform is left with adebt burden that keeps,it fr~rn 
meeting its people's basic human needs and spurring growth. We should provide 
extraordinary relief for countries making extraordinary efforts to build working 
economies. (Applause.) 

To achieve this goal, in consultation with our Congress and within the framework of pur 



balanced budget, I proposed that we make significant improvements to the heavily­
indebted Poor Countries Initiative at the Cologne Summit of the G-7 in June First, 'a new 
focus on early relief by international financial institutions, which now reduce debt dnly at 
the end of the HIPC program. Combined with ongoing forgiveness of cash flows b~ the ' 
Paris Club, this will substantially accelerate relief from debt payment burden. 

Second, the complete forgiveness of all bilateral concessionalloans to the poorest 
countries, Third, deeper and broader reduction of other bilateral debts, raising the amount 
to 90 percent. Fourth, to avoid recurring debt problems, donor countries should co~mit to 
provide at least 90 percent of new development assistance on a grant basis to countnies 
eligible for debt reduction. . 

Fifth, new approaches to help countries emerging from conflicts that have not had the 
chance to establish reform records, and need immediate relief and concessional finahce, 

. \ 

And, sixth, support for gold sales by the IMF to do its part., and additional contributions 
by us and other countries to the World Bank's trust fund to help meet the cost of thi~ 
initiative. Finally, we should be prepared to provide even greater reliefin exception~l 
cases where it could make a real difference. 

What I am proposing is debt reduction that is deeper and faster. It is demanding, but to 
put it simply, the more debtor nations take responsibility for pursuing sound economic 
policies, the more creditor nations must be willing to provide debt relief. \ 

One of the best da.ys of my trip last year was the day I opened an investment center in 
Johannesburg, named after our late Commerce Secretary, Ron Brown, a true visiona1ry 
who knew that peace, democracy and prosperity would grow in Africa with the right kind 
of support. I can't think of a better tribute to him than our work here today, for he I 
understood that Africa's transformation will not happen overnight, but on the other Hand, 
that it should happen and that it could happen. I 

Look at Latin America's progress over the last decade. Look at Asia before that. In each 
case, the same formula worked: Peace, open markets, democracy and hard work lift~d 
hundreds of millions of people from poverty. It has nothing to do with latitude and I 

longitude, or religion or race. It has everything to do with an equal chance and smart 
decisions. 

There are a thousand reasons Africa and the United States should work together for the 
21 st century, reasons buried deep in our past, reasons apparent in the future just aheaid. It 
is the right thing to do, and it is in the self-interest of all the peoples represented in this' 
room today. Africa obviously matters to the 30 million Americans who trace their robts 
there.But Africa matters to all Americans. It provides 13 percent of our oil, nearly a~ 
much as the Middle East. Over 100,000 American jobs depend upon our exports to \ 
Africa. There could be millions more when Africa realizes its potential. As Africa grows 
it will need what we produce and we will need what Africa produces. \ 

Africa is home to 700 mill ion people, nearly a fifth of the world. Last year, our growing 
relationship 'with this enormous market helped to protect the United States from the \ 
global financial crisis raging elsewhere. While exports were down in Qther parts of tHe 



world, exports from the United States to Africa actually went up by eight percent, t<ppping 
$6 billion. As wise investors have discovered, investments in Africa pay. In 1997, the rate 
of return of American investments in Africa was 36 percent -- compared with 16 pe~cent 
in Asia, 14 percent worldwide, 11 percent in Europe. . \ 

As has already been said, we share common health and environmental concerns with 
people all over the world, and certainly in Africa. Ifwe wantlo deal with the proble1ms of 
global warming and climate change, we must deal in partnership with Africa. Ifwe rant 
to deal with a whole array of public health problems that affect not only the childrery and 
people of Africa, but people throughout the rest of the world, we must do it in partnership 
with Africa. 

Finally, I'd like to just state a simple truth that guides our relations with all nations. 
Countries that are democratic, peaceful and prosperous are good neighbors and gooed 
partners. They help respond to crises. They respect the environment. They abide by I 
international law. They protect their working people and their consumers. They honor 
women as well as· men. They give all their children a chance. . I 
There are 46 nations represented here today -- roughly a quarter of all the countries <;:m 
Earth. You share a dazzling variety of people and languages and traditions. The world of 
the 21st century needs your strength, your contribution, your full participation in thel 

struggle to unleash the human potential of people everywhere. (Applause.) 

Africa is the ancit!nt cradle of humanity. But it is also a remarkably young continent, full 
of young people with an enormous stake in the future. When I traveled through the sltreets 
of the African cities and I saw the tens of thousands, the hundreds of thousands of young 
people who came out to see me, I wanted them to have long, full, healthy lives. I trie1d to 
imagine what their lives could be like if we could preserve the peace, preserve freed<pm, 
extend genuine opportunity, give them a chance to have a life that was both full of liberty 
and ordered, structured chances -- chances that their parents and grandparents did nolt 
know. . '. \ 

The Kanuri peopi(! of Nigeria, Niger and Chad say, "hope is the pillar of the world." rrhe 
last decade proves that hope is stronger than despair, if it is followed by action. Action is 
the mandate of this conference. , I 
Let us move beyond words, and do what needs to be done. For our part; that means debt 
relief, passage of the Africa Growth and Opportunity Act, appropriate increases in I 
assistance, arid a genuine sense of partnership and openness to future possibilities~ For 
your part, it means continuing the work of building the institutions that bring'demociacy 
and peace, prosperity and equal opportunity. . 

We are ending a decade, the 1990s, that began with a powerful symbol. I will never 
forget the early Sunday morning in 1990, when I got my daughter up and took 'her down 
to the kitchen to turn on the television so that she could watch Nelson Mandela walk but 
of his prison for the last time. She was just a young girl, and I told her that I had the i 
feeling that this would be one of the most important events of her lifetime, in terms of its 
impact on the imagination of freedom-loving people everywhere. 



We could not have known then, either she or lor my wife, that we would have the great 
good fortune to get to know Mr. Mandela, and see his generosity extended to our f~mily. 
and to our child, as it has been to children all over his country. But in that walk, we\saw a 
continent'S expression of dignity, of self-respect, of the soaring potential of the unfettered 

human spirit.· . .. ... I ' 
For a decade, now, the people of South Africa and the people of Africa have been trying 
to make the symbol of that walk real in the lives of all the people of the continent. 'fe 
still have a long way to go. But let us not forget how far we have come. And let us not 
fOl:get that greatness resides not only in the people who lead countries and who ovef;come 
persecutions, but in the heart and mind of every child, and every person -- there is the 
potential to do better, to reach higher, to fulfill dreams. It is our job to give all the 
children of Africa the chance to do that. 

Thank you very much. (Applause.) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 
(Lake Placid, New York) 

For Immediate Rele:ase 	 August 19, 2000 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.3S19, the "Global AIDS and 

Tuberculosis Relief Act of 2000," which represents the latest U.S. fort 

in the long-term srlobal fight against HIV/AIDS and its related threat ot 

tuberculosis. 


In July 1999, Vice President Gore and I launched the 

Administration's interagency "Leadership and Investment in Fighting an 

Epidemic" (LIFE) initiative to expand our funding for global HIV/AIDS 

prevention, care, and treatment in the worstaffected developing 

countries. With bipartisan support, the Congress appropriated the 

additional $100 million that we requested for FY 2000 to enhance these 

efforts. For FY 2001, my budget includes an additional $100 million 

for the LIFE initiative. 


While the LIFE initiative greatly strengthens the foundation of a 

comprehensive response to the pandemic, the United States clearly 

understands that there is much more to be done. The Joint United 

Nations Program on HIV/AIDS has estimated that it will take $1.5 

billion annually t:o establish an effective HIV prevention program in 

sub-Saharan:Africa and an additional $1.5 billion annually to deliver 

basic care and treatment to people with AIDS in the region. 


H. R. 3519 take:s some of the additional steps to broaden the global 

effort to combat this worldwide epidemic. It provides enhanced 

bilateral authorities and authorizes funding for the Agency for 

International Development's HIV/AIDS programs; authorizes new funding 

for the Global All'iance for Vaccines and Immunizations and the 

International AIDS Vaccine Initiative; and authorizes the creation of 

a World Bank AIDS Trust Fund that is intended to create a new, 


\; 	 'multilate.ral funding mechanism to support AIDS prevention and care 
programs in the mc)st grievously affected countries., 

The United States, however, cannot and should not battle AIDS 

alone. This crisis will require the active engagement of all segments 

of all societies working together. Every bilateral donor, every 

multilateral lending agency, the corporate community, the foundation 

community, the religious community, and every host government of a 

developing nation must do its part to provide the leadership and 

resources necessary to turn this tide. It can and must be done. 


There is currently no vaccine or cure for HIV/AIDS, and weare at 

the beginni~g of a global pandemic, not the end. What we see in Africa 

today is just the tip of the iceberg. There must be a sense of 

urgency to work together with our partners in Africa and around the 

world, to learn from both our failures and our successes, and to share 

this experience with those countries that now stand on the brink Of 

disaster. Millions of lives-- perhaps hundreds of millions-- hang in 

the balance. That is why this legislation is so important. 


I wish to thank and congratulate our congressional partners who 

worked hard to make this bipartisan legislation a real,ity: ' 

Representatives Leach, ,Lee, LaFalce, Gejdenson, Gilman, Jackson-Lee, 

Maloney of New York, and Pelosi, and Senators Kerry, Frist, Biden, 

Boxer, Durbin, Feingold, Helms, Leahy, Moynihan, and Smith of Oregon. 
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While I strongly support this legislation, certain provisions seem 
to direct the Administration on how to proceed in negotiations related 
to the development of the World Bank AIDS Trust Fund. Because these 
provisions appear to require the Administration to take certain 
positions in the international arena, they raise constitutional 
concerns. As such, I will treat them as precatory. 

The United States has been engaged in the fight against AIDS since 
the 1980s. Increasingly, we have come to realize that when it comes 
to AIDS, neither the crisis nor the opportunity to address it have 
borders. We have a great deal to learn. from the. experiences of other 
countries, and thEl suffering of citizens in our global village touches 
us all. The pages of history ,reveal moments in time when the global 
community came to~!ether and collectively found "the higher angels of 
our nature." In Cl world living with AIDS, we must reach for one of 
those historic moments now-- it is the only way to avoid paying the 
price later. .. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
August 19, 2000. 

# # # 
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February 17, 2000 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT TO OPENING' OF NATIONAL SUMMIT ON 
AFRICA 

10:50 A.M. EST 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For 

Immediate Release February 17, 2000 


RE~.RKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO OPENING OF NATIONAL SUMMIT ON AFRICA 

Washington Convention Center 
Washington, D.C. 

10:50 A.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very, very much. It's a wonderful thing to 

be introduced by an old friend. Old friends and people you have appoint,bd 

to office wi'll tell false, good stories about you every time. (Laughter J) 


Africa never had a better friend in America than Andrew Young, and 1 

thank him. (Applause. ) I want to say I'm honored to be in the presence I 

today of so many distinguished Africans. Secretary Salim, thank you for 

your visionary remarks and your leadership. President Moi, thank you for 

coming to the United States and for giving me ~noiher chance to visit wiih 

you and for the work we have done together:. Vice President Abubakar, th~nk 

you for what you a~e doing in Nigeria to give that great country its t~u4 

promise at long last. We thank you, sir. (Applause.) 


I welcome all our distinguished guests from Africa: Mrs. Taylor, 

foreign ministers, ambassadors. I thank all the American's who are here, 

beginning with Andy's wife, who puts up with this relentless travel of his 

around Africa. Mayor Williams, thank you for welcoming us to washingtonl 

There are three members of our Congress here today representing what I h0pe 

will be a stronger and stronger bipartisan commitment to the future of I 

Africa: Congressman Royce and Congresswoman Barbara Lee and Congresswoman 

Sheil,a Jackson Lee, I thank you for being here. (Applause. ) I 


I , 

I want to thank Leonard Robinson and Herschelle Challenor and all the 

people responsible for this remarkable conference. Thank you, Noah Samata 

and thank you, Bishop Ricard, for being here. And I want to say a speci~l 

word of appreciation to all the people in our administration who have 
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worked so hard to give us an Africa policy that we can be proud or, tha~ I 
hope will light up the path for America's future. 

I know that Secretary Slater has already spoken here. Our AID 

Director, Brady Anderson, will speak. Our Vice President will be here. 

You said, Salim, you hope future administrations will follow our 

lead in Africa. I know one that would. (Laughter and applause.) 


I want to thank Susan Rice at the State Department, Sandy Berger, 

Gayle Smith, all the people in our White House, all the ones who have 

helped us here.. (Applause.) 


Secretary Salim said Africa lacks a strong constituency in the Oni 

States. Well, I open this National Summit on Africa wit:h a simple mes 

Africa matter to the Oni States. (Applause.) 


Of whatever background Americans claim -- Leonard Robinson told me 

when I came here, WE even have 17 delegates from Otah here. There they 

are, you see? (Laughter and applause.) .l\frica matters 'not simply because 

30 million Americans trace their heritage to Africa, though that is I 

profoundly important. (Applause. ) Not simply because we have a strong 

intirest in a ~table and prosperous Africa -- though 13 percent of our oil 

co~es from Africa, and there are 700 million and consumers in 

sub-Saharan Africa, though that is important. Africa's future matters 

because the 21st century world has been transformed, and our views and 

actions must be transformed accordingly. 


For most of history, the central reality in international relations 

was that size and location matter most. If you were a big country or on a 

trade or invas route; you mattered. If not, you are marginalized. The 

average Americq.n child growing up in the past saw African nations as I 

colorful flags 'and exotic names on a map, perhaps read books about the 

wonderful animals and great adventures. When colonialism ended, the colors 

on the flags were changed and there were more names on the map. But the 

countries did not seem nearer to most Americans. 


That has all chang~d now. For the central real of our time is 

globalization. It is tearing down barriers between nations and people; 

knowledge, contact and trade across borders within and between every 

continent are exploding. And all this globalization is also, as the 

barriers com~ down, making us more vulnerable to one another's problems: 

to the shock of economic turmoil, to the spread of conflict, to pollutiori 

and, as we have painfully seen, to disease; the terrorists, the drug I 

traffickers, the criminals who can also take advantage of new technologies 

and globalization, the openness of societies and borders, I 


Globalization means we know more about one another than ever before. 

You may see the Discovery Charinel in Africa. I, was thinking of that wheJ 

that little film was on. The Discovery Channel followed me to Africa aJd 

talked about how th,=y were building communications networks in African I 

schools to share knowledge and information. We can find out within seconds 

n<;,w what the weathe.!:' is ir: Nairobi, ho,:, a referendum ~urned out in I 

Z~mbabwe, how Camer,Jon' s ~ndom.l.table L~ons performed HI the lat:est socce:r;: 

match. (Laughter and applause.) We can go online and read the Addis I 

Tribune, the Mirror of Ghana, the East African, or dozens of ocher African 

newspapers. We sit in front of a television and watch people in a South 

African township line up to vote. 


We also, now, bear witness to the slaughter of innocents in Rwanda, or 

the ravages of AIDS in scores of larids, or the painful coincidence hf 

remarkable growth and abject poverty in nation after nation. In other 

words, it is no longer an option for us to choose not to know about the 

triumphs and the trials of the people with whom we share this small planet. 

Not just America and Africa; I would imagine millions of Africans . 

identified with the Muslims of Kosovo when they were run out of their 
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worked so. hard to give us an Africa policy that ~e can be proud of, that 
hope will light up the path for America's future. 

r know that Secretary Slater has already spoken here. Our AID 

Director, Brady And~~rson, will speak. Our Vice President will be here. 

You said, Secretary Salim, you hope future administrations will follow our 

lead in Africa. I know one that would. (Laughter and applause. I 


I want to thank Susan Rice at the State Department, Sandy Berger, 

Gayle Smith, all the people in our White House, all the ones who have 

helped us here. (Applause. ) 


Secretary Salim said Africa lacks a strong constitpency in the United 

States. Well, I open this National Summit on Africa with a s~mple messagb: 

Africa does matter to the United States. (Applause. ) 
 I 

Of whatever background ~~ericans claim -- Leonard Robinson told me 

when r came here, we even have 17 delegates from Utah here. There they 

are, you see? (Laughter and applause.) Africa matters not simply because 

30 million Americans trace their' heritage to Africa, though that is I' 

profoundly important. (Applause.) Not simply because we have a strong 

interest in a stable and prosperous Africa ~- though 13 percent of our oil 

comes from Africa, and there are 700 million producers and consumers in 

sub-Saharan Africa, though that is important. Africa's future matters 

because the 21st. century world has been transformed, and our views and 

actions must be transformed accordingly. 


For most of history, the central reality in international relations 

was that size and location matter most. If you were a big country or on a 

trade or invasion route, you mattered. If not, you are marginalized. Th~ 

average American child growing up in the past saw African nations as I 

colorful flagi an~ exotic names on a map, perhaps read books about the 

wonderful animals and great adventures. When colonialism ended, the colors 

on the flags were changed and there were more names .on the map. But the 

countries did not seem nearer to most Americans. 


That has all changed now. For the central reality of our time is 

globalization. It is tearing down barriers between nations and people; 

knowledge, contact and trade across borders within and between every 

continent are exploding. And all this globalization is also, as the 

barriers co~e down, making us more vulnerable to one another's problems: 

to the shock of economic turmoil, to the spread of conflict, to pollution 

and, as we have painfully seen, to disease; the terrorists,. the drug' 

traffickers, the criminals who can also take advantage of new technologies 

and globalization, the openness of societies and borders. 


Globalization means we know more about one another than ever before. 

You may see the Discovery Channel in Africa. I was thinking of that when 

that. little film was ori. The Discovery Channel followed me to Africa and 

talked about how they were building communications' networks in African I 

schools to share 'knowledge and information. We can find out within seconds 

now what the weather is in Nairobi, how a referendum turned out in 

Zimbabwe, how Cameroon's indomitable Lions performed in the latest soccer 

match. (.Laughter and applause.) We can online and read the Addis 

Tribune, the Mirror of Ghana, theEa~t rican, 6r dozens of other African 

newspapers. We sit in front of a television and watcnpeople in a South 

African township line up to vote. 


We also, now, bear witness to the slaughter of in~ocents in Rwanda, or 
. the ravages of AIDS in scores of lands, or the painful coincidence of 

remarkable growth and abject poverty in nation after nation. In other 

words, it is no longer an option for us to choose riot to know about the 

triumphs and the trials of the people with whom we share this small planet. 

Not just America and Africa; I would imagine millions of Africans 

identified with the ~luslims of Kosovo when they were run out of their 
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country, all of them at one time. We know about each other; we can no 

longer choose not to know. We can only choose not to act, or to act. 

(Applause.) 


In this world, we can be indifferent or we can make a difference. 

America must choose, when it comes to Africa, to make a difference. 

(Applause.) Because we want to live in a world which is not dominated by 
a 

di~ision of people who live on the cutting edge of a new economy and others 

who live on the bare edge of survival, we must be involved in Africa. 

Because we want to broaden global growth and expand markets for our own I 

people, we must be involved in Africa. Because we want to build a world in 

which our security is not threatened by the spread of armed conflict, in 1 

which bitter ethnic and religious differences are resolved by the force of 

argument, not the force of arms, we must be~involved in Africa. 


Because we want to build a world where terrorists and criminals have 

no place to hide, and where those who wish harm to ordinary people cannot 

acauire the means to do them harm, we must be involved in Africa. Because 

we 'want to build a world in which we can harness our natural resources foi 

economic growth without destroying the environment, so that future 

generations will also have the chance to do the same, we must be involved 

in Africa. (Applause. ) 


That is why I set out in 1993, at the beginning of my presidency, to 

build new ties between the United States and Africa; why we had the first 

White House conference, the ministerial and that wonderful trip in the 

spring of 1998, that I will remember for the rest of my life. (Applause.) 


I went to Africa as a friend, to create a parinership. And we have 

made significant progress. There are challenges that are profound,but in 

the last two years we have seen thousands of triumph~ and small. 

Often, they don't make the headlines because the slow, steady progress of 

democracy and. prosperit~ is not the stuff of headlines. 


But, for example, I wish every American knew that last year the 

world's fastest-growing economy was Mozambique. Botswana was second, 

Angola' fourth. (Applause.) I wish every American knew that and 

understood that that potential is in every African nation. It would make 
 a 

difference. We must know these things about one another. 


People ~now all about Africa's conflicts, but how many know that 

thousands of African soldiers are trying to end those conflicts as 

peacekeepers -- and that Nigeria alone, amidst all its difficulties, has 

spent $10 billion in these peacekeeping efforts? (Applause.) 


For years, Africa's wealthiest country, South Africa, and its most 

populous, Nigeria, cast long, forbidding shadows across the continent. 

Last year, South Africa's remarkable turnaround continued as its people 

transferred power fro~ one elected president to another. Nigeria 

inaugurated a democratically elect~d president for the first time in 

decades. It is working to ensure that its wealth strengthens its people, 

not their oppressors. These are good news stories. They may not be in tHe 

headlines, but they should be in our hearts and our minds as we think of 

the future. (Applau:3e. ) 


No one here, no .one in our government, is under any illusions. "There 

is still a lot of work to be done. Hardly an~one di about what is 

needed: genuine democracYi. good government, open mar s, sustained 

investment in education and health and the environment -- and more than 

anything, widespread peace. All depend, fundamentally and first, on 

African leadership. (Applause.) These things cannot be imported, and they 

certainly cannot be imposed. from outside. 


But we must also face a reality: even countries making the 

right policy choices still have to struggle to deliver for their people. 
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Each African government has to walk down its own road to reform and 

renewal. But it is a hard road. And those of us who are in a position tb 

do so must do our part to smooth that road, to remove some of the larger 

barriers, so that Africa can fully share in the benefits and the 

responsibilities of globalization. 


tell the American people all the time, and they're probably tired pf 
it now, that I have a very s philosophy: everybody 


counts, everybody has a role to play, everybody deserves a chance. And w~ 


all do better when we help each other. That is a rule we ought to follow 

with Africa. (Applause.) 


There are five steps in particular I believe we must take. First, we 

must build an open ~lorld trading system which will benefit Africa alongsi~e 

every other region in the world. (Applause. ) Open markets are I 

indispensable to raising living standards. From the 1970s to the 1990s, 

developing countries that chose trade grew at least twice as fast as those 

that chose not to open to the world. 
 I 

Now, there are some who doubt that the t countries will benefi1t 

if we continue to open markets, but they should ask themselves: wha~ will 

happen workers in South Africa and Kenya without th~ jobs that come frbm 

selling the fruit of their labors abroad? What will happen to farmers in 

Zimbabwe and Ghana if protectionist farm subsidies make it impossible for 

them to sell beyond their borders? 


Trade must not be a race to the bottom, whether we're talking about 

child labor, harsh ~vorking conditions or environmental degradation. But 

neither can we use fear to keep the poorest of the global community 

stuck at the bottom forever. Africa has already taken important steps, 

forming trade blocks like ECOWAS, the East Africa Community, and 

SADC. But we do more. That is why our Overseas Private Investment I 

Corporation in Africa is working to support three times as many business 

projects in 1999 than it did in 1998, to create jobs. for Africans and, yes, 

for Americans as well. That is why we are working with African nations tlo 

develop the institutions to sustain future growth,-- from efficient 

telecommunications to the financial sector. 


And that is why, as soon as possible, we must enatt in our Congress 

the bipartisan Africa Growth and Opportunity Act. (Applause. ) This bill 

has passed ip one version in our House and another version in our senate'l 

I urge the Congress to resolve the diff~rences and send me a bill for 

signature by next month. (Applause.) And I ask everyone of you here wHo 

just clapped -- and those who didn't, but sympathize with the clapped -- I 

(laughter) -- to contact anyone you know in the United States Congress and 

ask them to do this.' This is a job that needs to be done. (Applause.) I 


We must also r~alize that trade alone cannot conquer poverty or bui~d 


a partnership we need. For that reason, a second step we must take is to 

continue the work now under~ay to provide debt relief tc African nations I 

committed to sound . (Applause.) Struggling democratic 

governments should not have to choose between feeding and educat their 

children and paying interest on a debt. (Applause.) Last March, I 

suggested a way we could expand debt relief for the world's poorest and 

most indebted countries, most of which are African, and ensure the 

resources would be used to improve economic opportunity'foc ordinary 

African citizens. Our G-7 ners embraced that plan. 


Stil'l, I felt we should do more. So in Septewber, I annotinced that we 

would completely write off all the debts owed to us by the countries 

qualifled for the G-7 program -- as many as 27 African nations in all. 

first countries, including Uganda and Mauritania, have begun to receive 

benefits. Mozambique, Benin, Senegal and Tanzania are expected torece 

benefits soon. Mozambique's debt is expected to go down by more than $3 

billion. The money saved will be twice the health budget -- twice the 
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health budget -- in a country where children are more likely ~o die befole 
the age of five than they are to go on to secondary school. 

Last year, I asked Congress for $970 million for debt relief. Many of 

you helped to persuade our Congress to appropriate a big share of that. 

Keep in mind, this is a program religious leaders say is a moral 

imperative, and leading economists say is a practical imperative. It's not 

so often that you get the r~ligioJs leaders and the economists telling uJ
 

Ithat good business is good morals. (Applause.i It's probably always true, 
but they don't say it all that often. (Laughter.) We must finish the jO'b 
this year; we must continue this work to provide aggressive debt relief ~o 
the countries that are doing the right thing, that will take the money and 
reinvest it in their people and their future. I ask you, especially the 
&~ericans in this audience, if you believe in what brought you here, help 
us to continue this important effort. (Applause.) 

A third step we must take'is to give better and deeper support to 

African education. Literacy is crucial -- to economic growth, to health, 

to democracy, to securing the benefits of globalization. Sub-Saharan 

Africa has the developing world's lowest school enrollmeni rate. In 

Zambia, over half the schoolchildren lack a simple notebook. In rural 

parts of Tanzania; there is one textbook for every 20 children. That's why 

I proposed in our budget to increase by more than 50 percent the assistanbe 

we provide to developing countries to improve basic education, targeting 

areas where child labor is prevalent. I ask other nations to join us in 

this. (Applause. ) 


I'll never forget the schools I visited on my trip to Africa -- the 

bright lights in the eyes of the children, how intelligent they were, how 

eager they were. It is wrong for them to have to look at maps of nations 

that no longer exist, without maps of nations in their own continent that 

do exist. It is wrong for them to be deprived the same opportunities to 

learn that our young people have here. If intelligence is equally 

distributed throughout the human race -- and I believe it is -- then every 

child in the human. race ought to have a chimce to develop his or her 

intelligence in every country in the world. (Applause.) 


A fourth step we must take. is to fight the terrible diseases that have 

afflicted so many millions of Africans, especially AIDS and also TS and 

malaria. Last year, ten times as many people died of AIDS in Africa as 

were killed in all t;:l.e continent's wars combined. It will soon double 

child mortality and .ceduce life expectancy by 20 years. 


You all laughed when Andy Young said that I was going to get out of 

the presidency as a young man. Depending on the day, I sometimes feel 

young or I feel that I'm the oldest man my age in America. (Laughter.) 

The life expectancy in this country has gone from.47 to 17 in the 20th 

century. An American who lives to be 65 has a life expectancy in excess of 

82 years. AIDS is going to reduce the life expectancy in Africa by 20 

years. And even that understates the problem, because the people that 

escape it will live longer lives as African economies grow and strengthen. 


The worst burden in life any adult can bear is to see a child die 

before you. The worst problem in Africa now is that so many of these 

children with AIDS have also already lost their parents. We must do 

something about this. In Africa there a:::-e companies that are hiring' two 

employees for ever ~Iob on the assumption that one of them will die. This 

is a humanitarian sue, a political issue and an economic issue. 


Last month, Vice President Gore opened the first-ever United Nations 

Security Council session on health issues, on a health issue, by addressing 

the AIDS crisis in Africa. I've asked Congress another $100 million tb 

fight the epidemic, bringing our total to $325 million. I've asked my I 

administration to. de~'elop a plan for new initiatives to address prevention, 

the financial dimensions of fighting AIDS, the needs of those affected, so 
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that we can make it clear to our Africa~ partners that we consider AIDS not 

just their burden but ours; as well. I 


But even that will not be enough. Recently, Uganda's Health Minister 

pointed out that to provide access to currently available treatments to 

every Ugandan afflicted with AIDS would cost $24 billion. The annual 

budget of Uganda is $2 billion. 


The solution to this crisis, and to other killer diseases like malaria 

and TB, has to include effective and expensive vaccines. Now, there are I 

fo~r major companies in the world that develop vaccines, two in the United 

States and two in Europe. They have little incentive to make costly I 

investments in developing vaccines for people who cannot afford to pay for 

them. So in my State of the Union addr~ss, I proposed a generous tax 
 I' 

credit that would enable us to say to private industry, if you develop 
vaccines for AIDS, malaria and TB, we will help to pay for them. So go on 

and develop them, and we'll save millions aOnfd11I'vedosn' 't(AwPaPnltaUasneYb'O)dY else Jut 


But I have to tell you, my speech _ u 


me to be responsible; my speechwriters were so sensitive, they didn't pud 

this in the speech. But I want to say this: AIDS was a bigger problem ~n 

the United States a few years ago than it is today. AIDS rates are not 

going up in African countries, all African countries. They're actually 

going down in a couple of African countries. 


NOW, I know th'at this is a' difficult and sensitive issue. I know 

there are cultural and religious factors that make it very difficult to 

tackle this issue from a preventive point of view. We don't have an AIDS 

vaccine yet. We hav~ drugs that will help to pievent the transmission from 

pregnant mothers to th~ir children, which I want to be able to give out. 

We have other ~rugs that have given people with AIDS in our country normal 

lives, in terms of their health and the length of their lives. I want 

those to be available. 


But the real answer is to stop ~eople from getting the HIV virus in 

the first place. (Applause. ) 


I got to see firsthand some of the things that were being done iri 

Uganda that were instrumental in driving down the AIDS,rate. Now, I don'lt 

care how hard or delicate or difficult this is; this is your children's 

lives we're,talking about. (Applause.) You know, we who are adults, when 

our children'S lives are at ,stake, h~ve to get, over whatever our hang-upsl 

or problems are and go out there and do what is necessary to save the lives 

of our children. (P,pplause'.) 


And I'll help you do that, too. That's not free; that costs money. 

Systems have to be set up. But we shouldn't pretend that we can give 

injections ~nd work our way out of this. We h~ve to change behavior, 

attitudes. And it has to be done in an organized, disciplined, systematic 


,way. And you can de- more in less time for less money in a preventive way~ 

to give the children of Africa their lives back, and the nations of Afric~ 

their futures back, with an aggressive prevention campaign than anything I 

else. And there is no excuse for not doing it: it has to be done. ' 

(Applause.) , I' 

Finally, let me say there is one more huge obstacle to progres~ in 

Africa, that we are committed to doing our part to overcome. We must build 

on the leadership of Africans to end the bloody'conflicts killing people 

and killing progress. (Applause.) 


You know the toll: tens of thousands of young lives lost in the war 

between Ethiopia and Eritrea: thousands killed, and disfigured at 

unbelievably young ages in the civil war that nearly destroyed Sierra 

Leone; 2 million killed by famine and war in Sudan, where government sees 

diversity as a threat rather. than a strength, and denies basic relief to 
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citizens it claims to represent. 

Most of the world's conflicts pale in complexity before the situation 

in the Congo. At least seven nations and countless armed groups are Pitt~d 

there against each other in a desperate struggle that seems to bring no one 

victory, and everyone misery -- especially the innocent people of the 

Congo. They deSerVE! a better chance. Secretary Albright has called the 

Congo struggle Africa's first world war. As we search for an end to the 

conflict, let us rentember the central lesson of the First World War: the 

need for a good peace. If you mess up the peace, you get another world 

war. ' 


A year ago, I said if the nations of the region reached an agreement 

that the international community could support, I would support a . 

peacekeeping operation in the Congo. The region has now done so. The 

Lusaka cease-fire agreement takes into account the sovereignty and 

territorial integrity of Congo; the withdrawal of foreign forces; the 

security of Congo's neighbors; the need for dialogue within the nation; and 

most important, the need for the countries within Central Africa to I
I 

cooperate in managing the zegion's security. It is more than a cease-fire; 

it is a blueprint for building peace. ,Best of all, it is a genuinely 

African solution to an African problem. 


There is still fighting in Congo. Peace will not happen overnight. 

It will require steady commitment from the parties and the unwavering 

support of the international community. I have told our Congress that 

America intends to d:::> its part by supporting the next phase of the U.N. 's 

peacekeeping operati.:::>n in the Congo, which will send observers to oversee 

the implementation of the agreement. 


We need tp think hard about what is at stake here. African countr~es 


have taken the'lead not just the countries directly affected, either. 

They are not asking us to solve their problems or to deploy our military. 

All they have asked is that we support their own efforts to build peace, 


-and to make it last. We in the United States should be willing to do, this. 

It is principled and practical. 


I know -- I see the members of Congress here. I say again 

-- I see Congressman Payne, Congresswoman Sheila Jackson , Congresswoman 

Barbara Lee, Congressman Royce -- we need to stand by the people of Afric~ 

who have dec;,ided how to solve this most complex and troubling problem.,' 

(Applause.) We have learned the hard way in the United States, over 

decades and decades, that the costliest peace is far cheaper than the 

cheapest war. And we need to remember that as we approach our common 

responsibilities in central Africa. 


Finally, let me say that I intend to continue to work hard on these 

things for every day that I am President. For me, the remarkable decade· of 

the 1990s began with the liberation symbolized by Nelson Mandela's first . 

steps from Robben Island. (Applau~e.) In a few days, I will have the I 


opportunity to join by satellite the conference in Tanzania that President 

Mandela is organizing to build peace in Burundi. ' 


A lot of people look at Africa and think, oh, these problems are just 

too complicated. I look at Africa and I see the promise of Africa, and : 

think, if the problems are complicated now, think how much woise they'll be 

if,we continue to ignore them. (Applause.) , 


Othe'r people grow frustrated by bad news, and wish only to hear good 

news; But empty optimism does Africa no more service than groundl'ess 

cynicism. What we need is not empty optimism or groundless cynicism, but 

realistic hope. We need to see the promise, the beauty, the dreams of 

Africa. We need to see the problems clear and plain, and stop ignoring the 

evident responses. We in the United States need to understand that our 

obligations td be good partners with Africa are not because we are certain 
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that everything will turn out all right, but because it is important. 

Because we're human beings, we can never expect everything to turn out all 

right. 1 

Africa is so incredibly diverse. Its people speak nearly 3,000 

languages. It is n()t a single, monoli,thic place' with single, monoli thip 

truths. A place of many places, each defined by its own history and 

aspirations, its own successes and failures. I was struck on my trip to 

Africa by the differences between Ghana and Uganda, Botswana and Senegal 

bet~een capetown and Soweto., I was also struck by what bound people 
 I 

together in these places. ' 

In George Washington's first draft of his Farewell Address, he wrote, 

"we may all be considered as the children of one cornmon country." The more 

I think about globalization and the interdependence it promises and ; I 

demands, the more I share that sentiment. Now, we must think of ourselver 

as children of one cornmon world. If we wish to deepen peace and prosperity 

and democracy for ourselves, we must wish 
Africa is the cradle of humanity, but also 

I leave you with this thought: when 
Africa, rooted in tribal differences; when 
troubles in America, across racial lines, 

it also for the people of Africk. 
a big part of humanity's futur~. 

I think of the troubles of 
I think of the continuing 

rooted in the shameful way we' 

: of8 

brought slaves here from West Africa so long ago, and our continuing 
challenges as we integrate wave after wave after wave of new immigrants 
from new places around the world; I am struck by the fact that life's 
greatest joy is our common humanity, and life's greatest curse is our 
inability to see our cornmon humanity. 

In Africa, life is full of joy and difficulty. But for too long, the 
IAfrican people.. have lacked for friends and allies to help the joys overcome 

the difficulti"es. The United States will be a friend for life. 

Thank you. (Applause. ) 

END 11:28 A.M. EST 
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Text: 
President Clinton on August 26 welcomed the continuing progress in 
Nigeria's transition to democracy, saying that "You have begunto 
walk the long road to repair the wrongs and errors of the past, and to 
build bridges to a better future. 

"The road is harder and the rewards are slower than all hoped it would 
be whetl you began," the president added in an August 26 address to 
a joint session of the Nigerian National Assembly in Abuja, Nigeria. 
"But what is most important is that today you are moving forward, not 
backward. And I am here because your fight -- your fight for 
democracy and human rights, for equity and economic growth, for 
peace and tolerance -- your fight is America's fight and the world's 
fight." 

Clinton said that the world "has a big stake in your success -- and not 
simply because of your size or the wealth of your natural resources, or 
even your capacity to help lift this entire continent to peace and 
prosperity; but also because so many of the great human dramas of our 

, time are: being played out on the Nigerian stage." 

Two broad challenges face both countries, he said. The first is to work 
togethet to help Nigeria prepare its economy for the 21st century and 
to make' it the "engine of economic growth and renewal across the 
continent." The second is to "work together to help build the peace that, 
Nigeria and all ofAfrica so desperately rieeds." 

To build stronger economies, he said, the world must confront killer 
disease~; that are "draining the life out of Africa's cities and villages," 
such as HIV IAIDS, tuberculosis and maiaria, he said. He saluted 
President Olusegun Obasanjo "for his leadership" on the HIV/AIDS 
front, and in "recognizing that we can't beat AIDS" by denying or 
stigmatizing it. "Right now, we can only beat AIDS by preventing it. 
by changing behavior and changing attitudes and breaking the silence 
about how the disease is transmitted and how it can be stopped," he 
said. 

Clinton. said that the United States will work with a variety of 
Nigerian non-governmental organizations NGO's and universities to 
set up community resource centers to provide Internet training and 
support in all regions of Nigeria. 
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He also said he has asked the Peace Corps to "reestablish its 
partnership with Nigeria as soon as possible to help with education, 
health and information technology." 

Following is an official transcript of Clinton's remarks: 

(begin ti~anscript) 

The president 

26 August 2000 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT IN ADDRESS TO JOINT 
ASSEMBLY 

House ofRepresentatives Chamber National Assembly Building 
Abuja, Nigeria 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Mr. President of the 
Senate, the Speaker, Mr. Deputy President and Deputy Speaker, 
members of the Assembly. It is a great honor for me to be here with 
members of my Cabinet and government, members of the United 
States Congress, mayors of some ofour greater cities, and my 
daughter. And we're glad to be here. 

I must say, this is the first time I have been introduced as President in 
e;ight years, speaking to parliamentary bodies all over the world,where 
they played a song before I spoke. I liked it a lot. It got us all in a good 
frame 0 f mind. 

Twenty-two years ago,President Jimmy Carter became the first 

President ever to visit sub-Saharan Africa when he arrived in Nigeria, ' 

saying he had come from a great nation to visit a great nation. More 

than two years ago, I came to Africa for the longest visit ever by an 

American President to build a new partnership with your continent. 

But sadly, in Nigeria, an illegitimate government was killing its 

people .md squandering your resources. All most Americans knew 

about Nigeria then was a sign at their local airport warning them not 

to fly here. 


A year later, Nigeria found a transitional leader who kept his' 

promisc::s. Then, Nigerians elected a President and a National­

Assembly and entrusted to them -- to you -- the hard work of 

rebuilding your nation and building your democracy. 


Now, once again, Americans and people all around the world will 

know Nigeria for its music and art, for its Nobel Prize winners and its 

Super Falcons, for its commitment to peacekeeping and its leadership 

in Africa and around the world. In other words, once again, people ' 

will know Nigeria as a great nation. ­

You have begun to walk the long road to repair the wrongs and errors I 


of the past, and to build bridges to a better future. The road is harder 

and ,the rewards are slower than all hoped it would be when you began. , 

But what is most important is that today you are moving forward, not : 

backward. And I am here because your fight -- your fight for 

dem9cracy and human rights, for equity and economic growth, for_ 
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peace and tolerance -- your fight is America's fight and the world's 
'J tight. 

Indeed, the whole world has a big stake in your success -- and not 
simply because ofyour size or the wealth of your natural resources, or 
even your capacity to help lift this entire continent to peace and 
prosperity; but also because so many of the great human dramas of our 
time are being played out on the Nigerian stage. 

For example, can a great country that is home to one in six Africans 
succeed in building a democracy amidst so much diversity and a past 
of so much trouble? Can a developing country, blessed with enormous 
human and natural resources, thrive in a global economy and lift all its 
people? Can a nation so blessed by the verve and vigor ofcountless 
traditions and many faiths be enriched by its diversity, not enfeebled 
by it? I believe the answer to all those questions can, and must be, yes. 

There are still those around the world who see democracy as a luxury 
that people seek only when times are good. Nigerians have shown us 
that democracy is a necessity, especially when times are hard. The 
dictators of your past hoped the hard times would silence your voices, 
banish your leaders, destroy your spirit. But even in the darkest days, . 
Nigeria's people knew they must stand up for freedom, the freedom 
their founders promised. 

Achebe championed it, Sunny Ade sang for it. Journalists like 
Akinwumi Adesukar fought for it. Lawyers like Gani Fawehinmi 
testified for it. Political leaders like Yar'Adua died for it. And most 
importaI'tt, the people of Nigeria voted for it. 

Now, at last, you have your country back. Nigerians are electing their 
leaders, acting to cut corruption and investigate past abuses, shedding 
light on human rights violations, turning a fearless press into a free 
press. It is a brave beginning. 

But you know better than I how much more must be done. Every 
, 	 nation that has struggled to build democracy has found that success 

depends on leaders who believe government exists to serve people, not 
the other way around. President Obasanjo is such a leader. And the 
struggle to build democracy depends also on you, on legislators who 
will be both a check on and a balance to executive authority and be a 
source -- You know, ifI said that to my Congress, they would still be 
clapping and standing. 

And this is important, too -- let me finish. In the constitutional system, 
the Legi~;lature provides a check and balance to the Executive, but it. 
must also be a source of creative, responsible leadership, for in the 
end, work must be done and progress must be made. 

Democracy depends upon a political culture that welcomes spirited 
debate without letting politics become a blood sport. It depends on 
strong institutions,an independent judiciary, a military under firm 
civilian control. It requires the contributions of women and men alike. 
I must say I am very glad to see a number of women in this audience 
today, arId also I am glad that Nigerian women have their own Vital 
Voices program -- (applause) -- a program that my wife has worked 
very hard for, both in Africa and all around the world. 
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Ofco.urse, in the end, successful pelitical change must begin to. 
impro.ve peep Ie's daily lives. That is the demo.cracy dividend Nigerians 

. have waited fer. . 

But no. one sheuld expect that all the damage dene ever a generatien 
can be undene in a year. Real change demands perseverance and 
patience. It demands o.penness to. henerable cempro.mise and 
ceo.peratio.n. It demands suppo.rt en a censtant basis frem the peep Ie ef 
Nigeria and frem yo.ur friends abread. That do.es net mean being 
patient with cerruptien o.r injustice,but to. give up hepe because 
change cernes slo.wly wo.uld o.nly be to. hand a victo.ry to. these who. de 
net want to. change at all. 

Remember so.mething we Americans have learned in ever 224 years o.f 
experietlce with demo.cracy: It is always and everywhere a werk in 
.pro.gress. It to.ek my ewn co.untry almo.st 90 years and a bitter civil war 
to. set every American free. It teo.k anether 100 years to. give every 
American the basic rights o.ur Co.nstitutio.n premised them frem the 
beginning. 

Since the time o.f eur revo.lutio.n, eur best minds have debated hew to. 
balance the respensibilities efeur natienal and state gevernment; what 
the pro.per balance is between the President and the Co.ngress; what is 
the ro.le o.f the ceurts in eur natio.nallife. And since the very beginning, 
we have wo.rked hard with varying degrees o.f success and o.ccasio.nal, 
regrettable, semetimes painful failures, to. weave the diverse threads o.f 
o.ur nation into. a co.herent, unified tapestry. 

To.day, America has peo.ple frem ever 200 racial, ethnic and religieus 
greups.We have scheel districts in America where, in ene scheel 
district, the parents o.f the children speak ever 100 different languages. 
It is an interesting challenge. But it is ene that I am co.nvinced is a 
great o.ppertunity, just as yo.ur diversity -- yo.ur religieus diversity and 
yo.ur ethnic diversity -- is a great o.ppertunity. In a glebal seciety, 
gro.wing ever mere intertwined-- a great o.ppo.rtunity if we can find 
unity in o.ur co.mmo.n humanity; if we can learn net enly to. telerate eur 
differences, but actually to. celebrate o.ur differences; if we can believe 
that hew we wership, hew we speak, who. eur parents were, where 
they came fro.m are terribly impertant, but en this Earth, the mest 
impertant thing is o.ur co.mmen humanity, then there can be no. 
stepping us. 

New, no. so.ciety has every fully selved this preblem. As yeu struggle 
with it yo.u think o.f the Middle East, Nerthern Ireland, the Balkans, the' 
o.ngo.ing tragedy o.fKashfnir. And yo.u realize it is a fo.rmidable 
challenge. Yeu also. knew, ef co.urse, that demecracy dees net answer 
such questiens. It simply gives all free peeple the chance to. find the 
answers that wo.rk fer them. . 

I knew that decades efmisrule and deprivatien have made yeur 
religieus and ethnic divisiens deeper. No.bedy can wave a hand and 

. make the preblems go. away. But that is no. reasen to. let the idea efene 
united Nigeria slip away. After all, after all this time, if we started 
trying to. redraw the map ef Africa, we wo.uld simply be piling new 
grievances en eld. Even if we ceuld separate all the peeple ef Africa 
by ethnicity and faith, weuld we really rid this centinent ef strife? 
Think ef all the things that weuld be bro.ken up and all the meuntains 
ef pregress that have been built up that weuld be taken dewn ifthat 
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were the case. 

Where there is too much deprivation and too little tolerance, 
differences among people will always seem greater, and will always be 
like open sores waiting to be turned into arrows of hatred by those who 
will be advantaged by doing so. But I think it is worth noting for the 
entire world that against the background of vast cultural differences, a 
history of repression .and ethnic strife, the hopeful fact here today is 
that Nigeria's 250 different ethnic groups have stayed together in one 
nation. You have struggled for democracy together. You have forged 
national institutions together. All your greatest achievements have 
come when you have worked together. 

It is not for me to tell you how to resolve all the issues that I follow 
more closely than you might imagine I do. You're a free people;an 
independent people, and you must resolve them. All I can tell you is 
what I have seen and experienced these last years as Pres.ideot in the 
United States and in working with other good people with similar 
aspirations on every continent of the globe. We have to find honorable 
ways to reconcile our differences on common ground. 

The overwhelming fact of modern life everywhere, beli~ve it or not, is 
not the growth of the global economy, not the explosion of 
information technology and the Internet, but the growing 
interdependence these changes are bringing. Whether we like it or not, 
more and more our fates are tied together ~- within nations and beyond 
national borders, even beyond continental borders and across great 

. oceans. Whether we like it or not, it is happening. You can think of big 
examples, like our economic interconnections. You can think of 
anecdotal examples, like the fact that we now have a phenomenon in 
the worl.d known as "airport malaria," where people get malaria in 
airports in nations where. there has never been an single case of malaria 
because they just pass other people who have it, from around the world 
in the airport. 

Whether we like it or not, your destiny is ti~d to mine, and mine to 
yours, and the future will only make it more so. You can see it in all 
the positive things we can build together and in the common threats we 
face from enemies of a nation state, from the narco-traffickers, the gun 
runners, from the terrorists, from those who would develop weapons of ' 

. mass destruction geared to the Electronic Age, very difficult to detect . 
and easy to move. 

Now, we have to decide what we're going to do with the fundamental 
fact ofmodern life -- our interdependence. Is it possible for the 
Muslims and the Christians here to recognize that and find common 
ground? Can we find peace in Jerusalem between the Muslims, the 
Christians and the Jews? Can we find peace in the Balkans between 
the Muslims, the Orthodox Christians and the Catholics? Will we ever 
bring and end to the conflict between the Catholics and the Protestants 
in Northern Ireland -- I mean, finally ever really have. it over with. 
completely? Can the Hindus and the Muslims learn to live together in 
Kashmir? 

Isn't it interesting, when I cam here, in part, to help you move into the 
information revolution more quickly, to spread its benefits to more of . 
your pe()ple, that all over the world in this most modern of ages, we 
are bedeviled by humanity'S oldest problem: the fear of the other, 
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people who are different from us. 

I'm sure there was a time in the deep, distant mists of memory, when 
everyone had to be afraid of people who were not of their tribe; when 
food was scarce and there was no means ofcommunication. But all of 
us still carry around with us the fear of people who are different from 
us. And it is such a short step from being afraid of someone to 
distrusting them, to disliking them, to hating them, to oppressing them, 
to using violence against them. It is a slippery, slippery slope. 

So I say again, the biggest challenge for people in the United States, 
where people still, I'm ashamed to say, lose their lives because they are 

. different -- not nearly as much as it used to be, it's a rare occurrence, 
but it still tears at our hearts, because we know everyone counts, 
everyone deserves a chance at life, and we all do better when we help 
each other, and when we find a way for everyone to follow his or her 
own path. through life, guided by their own lights and their own faith. 

So I say to you, I come here with that in mind. The world needs 
Nigeria to succeed. Every great nation must become more than the 
sum of its parts. If we are tom by our differences, then we become less 
than the sum of our parts. Nigeria has within it the seeds of every great 
development going on in the world today, and it has a future worth. 
fighting for. You are already a champion of peace, democracy and 
justice. Last month in Tokyo, your President reminded leaders of the 
Group of Eight very firmly that we are all tenants of the same global 
village. . 

He said, and I quote, "We must deal with the challenges for 
development not as separate entities, but in partnership, as members of 
the sam(: global family, with shared interests arid responsibilities." So 
today, I would like to talk just a few minutes about how our two 
nations, with our shared experience of diversity and our common faith 
in freedom, can work as partners to build a better future. 

I believe: we have two broad challenges. The first is to work together to 
., 	help Nigeria prepare its economy for success in the 21st century, and 

then to make Nigeria the engine of economic growth and renewal 
across the continent. The second is to work together to help build the 
peace that Nigeria and all of Africa so desperately need. 

To build stronger economies we must confront the diseases that are 
draining the life out of Africa's cities and villages, especially AIDS, 
but also IB and malaria. AIDS will reduce life expectancy in Africa 
by 20 years. It is destroying families and wiping out economic gains as I 

fast as nations can make them. It is stealing the future of Africa. In the 
long run, the only way to wipe out these killer diseases is to provide 
effective, affordable treatments and vaccines. Just last week, I signed 
into law a new $60-million investment in vaccine research and new 
support for AIDS treatment and prevention around the world, 
including Nigeria. 

In the ml!antime, however, while we wait for the long run, we have to 
face real.ity. I salute President Obasanjo for his leadership in 
recognizing we can't beat AIDS by denying it, we can't beat AIDS by 
stigmati:;~ing it. Right now, we can only beat AIDS by preventing it, by 
changing behavior and changing attitudes and breaking the silence 
about how the disease is transmitted and how it can be stopped. This is 
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a matter oflife or death. 

There ate nations in Africa -- two -- that have had a significant 
reduc~ion in the AIDS rate because they have acted aggressively on the 
question of prevention. Tomorrow the President and I will meet with· 
Nigerians on the front line of this fight and I will congratulate them, 

I 	 . 
Building a stronger economy also means helping all children learn. In 
the 0* €)conomy, a country's economic prospects were limited by its 
place ion the map and its natural resources. Location was everything. In 
the new economy, information, education, and motivation are 
eveI11hing. 

WheJ I was coming down here today, Reverend Jackson said to me, . 
· temin:d everybody that America, to help Nigeria, involves more than' 

the gdvt:rnment; it's also Wall Street and Silicon Valley. That's what's 
growing our economy and it can help to grow yours.' 

One d,fthe great minds of the Information Age is aNigerian American 
named Philip Emeagwali. He had to leave school because his parents 
couldh't pay the fees. He lived in a refugee camp during your civil war. 
He won a scholarship to university and went on to invent a formula 

· that h~ts computers make 3.1 billion calculations per second. Some 
peoplb call him the Bill Gates of Africa. 

I 
I· 	 . 

But what I want to say to you is there is another Philip Emeagwali -­
or hurtdreds of them -- or thousands of them -- growing up in Nigeria 

· today.! I thought about it when I was driving in from the airport and 
then driving around to my appointments, looking into the face of 
children.. You never know what potential is in their mind and in their 
heart; iwhat imagination they have; what they have already thought of 
and dreamed ofthat may be locked in because they don't have the 

Imeans to t ak'e It out. 	 . 

That'sireallY what education is. It's our responsibility to make sure all 
your c,hildren have the chance to live their dreams so that you don't 

. 	 miss the benefit of their contributions and neither does the rest of the 
world.1 It's in our interest in America to reach out to the 98 percent of 
the hurrum race that has never connected to the Internet, to the 269 of 
every 270 Nigerians who still lack a telephone. 

I 	 . . . 
I am glad to armounce that the United States will work with Nigeria 
NGOs: arid universities to set up community resource centers to . 
provide Internet access, training and support to people in all regions of 
your country. talso discussed with the President earlier today a 
$300-&tillion initiative w,e have launched to provide a nutritious meal 
-- a free breakfast or a free lunch --.for children in school, enough to 
feed another 9 million kids in school that aren't in school today, 
including in Nigeria. . 

We Jow that if we could offer -- and I'm going to the other develo;ed 
countries asking them to contribute, and then we're going to nation by 
nation; working with governmental groups, working with farm groups .' 
-- we dOll't want to upset any local farm economies -- we understand 
their chaHenges here -- but we know if we could guarantee every child 
in eve& developing nation one nutritious meal a day, we could 
dramatically increase school enrollment -- among boys, and especially 
among girls. We don't have a child to waste. I hope we can do thi~ in 
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1 
Niger.ia, and I hope you will work with us to get the job done. 

I havl also asked the Peace Corps to reestablish its partnership with 
Nige~iaas soon as possible to help with education, health and 
infonnation technology. . . 

I 

Building a strong economy also means creating strong institutions, and 
above all, the rule of law. Your Nobel laureate, Wole Soyinka, has 
writt~n that he imagines a day when Nigeria is "an unstoppable nation, 
one "those citizens anywhere in the world would be revered simply by 
the very possession ofa Nigerian passport." . 

I don'~ need to tell you that the actions of a small group of Nigerians 
took away that possibility, took away the pride ofcarrying the 
passp~)I1:, stealing the opportunity from every decent and honest citizen 
of this country. But we will bring the pride and prosperity back by 
cracking down together on crime, corruption, fraud and drugs. 

I 	 . 
Our F!BI is again working with Nigeria to fight international and 
finanCial crime. Our law enforcement agencies are working to say to 
narco~traffickers, there should be no safe havens in Nigeria. As we do 
these things, we will be able to say loud and clear to investors all over 
the wbrld: Come to Nigeria. This is a place ofuntapped opportunity· 
because it is a place of unlimited potential. .... 

This Jear, I signed into law our Africa·trade bill, and many of its 
champions are here with me from our Congress. It will help us to seize 

. that opportunity, creating good jobs and wealth ori both sides of the 
Atlantic. The challenge is to make sure any foreign involvement in 
your economy promotes equitable development, lifting people and 
comrriurlities that have given much for Nigeria's economic progress, 
but s1 far have gained too little from it. . 

Neither the people, nor the private sector want a future in which 
invest'ors exist in fortified islands surrounded by seas of misery. 
Demdcracy gives us a chance to avoid that future. Ofcourse, I'm 

. 	 thinkihg especially of the Niger Delta. I hope government and business 
will forge a partnership with local people to bring real, lasting social 
progress, a clean environment and economic opportunity. . . I 	 . . 

We fa~e, of course, another obstacle to Nigeria's economic 
deve19pment, the burden of debt that pas.! governments. left on your 
shoul<;lers. The United States has taken the lead in rescheduling 

. Niger~a's debt within the Paris Club, and I believe we should do more. 
Nigeria shouldn't have to choose between paying interest on debt and 
meetmg basic human needs, especially in education and.health. We are 
prepaied. to support a substantial reduction of Nigeria's debts on a 
multilat(~ral basis, as long as your economic and financial refonns 
contin'ue to make progress, and you ensure that the benefits of debt 
reduc~ion go to the people. . 

I 	 . 

Now, 
! 

let: me say, as we do our part to support your economic growth 
and economic growth throughout Africa, we must also work together 
and baild on African efforts to end the conflicts that are bleeding hope 
from tloo. many places. If there's one thing I would want the American· 
peopl~ to learn from trip here it is the true, extraordinary extent of 
Nigeria's leadership for peace in West Africa and around the world. 

I 	 . 
. . 
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I hop~ our members of Congress who are here today will tell this to 
their ~olleagues back home. Over the past decade, with all of its 
problJms, Nigeria has spent $10 billion and sacrificed hundreds of its 
soldiers lives for peace in West Africa. Nigeria was the first nation, 
with South Africa, to condemn the recent coup in Cote d'Ivoire. And 
Nigerian soldiers and diplomats, including General Abubakar, are 
trying'to restart the peace process in Congo. In these ways,you are 
building the record ofa moral superpower. 

I 
That'sl a long way to come in just a couple ofyears, and I urge you to 
stay with it. But I know -- I know from the murmurs in this chamber 
and frbm the murmurs I heard in the congressional chamber when I 
said the United States rriU$t go to Bosnia, the United States must go to 
Kosoyo, the United States must train an Africa Crisis Response 
Initiative, the United States must come here and help you train to deal 
with t~e challenges ofSierra Leone -- I know that many of you have 
often felt the burden ofyour peacekeeping was heavier than the 
benefit I know you have felt that. 

But th1ere's no one else inWest Africa with the size, the standing, the 
strength ofmilitary forces to do it. If you don't do it, who will do it? 
But yqu should not have to do it alone. That's what's been wrong with 
what's, happened in the last several years. You have too heavy a 
burde*. Because ofyour size, everyone expects you to lead, and to do 
so with enormous sensitivity to the needs ofothers. But despite your 
size, ~ou cannot lead alone, and you shouldn't have to pay the 
enorm1ous price. I am determined, if you're willing to lead, to get you 

. the int'emational support you need and deserve to meet those 
resportsibilities. . 

This Jee:k, the first of five Nigerian peacekeeping battalions began 
working with American military trainers and receiving American 
equipment. With battalions from Ghana and other African nations, 
they W,ill receive almost $60 million in support to be a commanding 
force for peace in Sierra .Leone and an il1tegral part of Nigeria's 
demoqratization. We think the first battalions will be ready to deploy 

• 	 with U.N. forces early next year. We expect them to make an 
enormbus difference in replacing the reign of terror with the rule of 
law . .A!s they do, all ofWest Africa will benefit from the promise of 
peace ~d stability, and the prospect of closer military and economic 
cooperation. And Nigeria will take another step toward building a 21 st 
centurY army that is strong and strongly committed to democracy. 

Let ml say to the military leaders who are here with us today that the 
world honors your choice to take the army out ofpolitics and make it a 

. pillar of :a democratic state.· .... . 

Last yLr, President Obasanjo came to Washington and reminded us 
that peace is indivisible. I have worked to build a new relationship 
betwe~n America and Africa because our futures are indivisible. It ' 
matters to us whether you become and erigine ofgrowth and . 
opportUnity, or a place of unrelieved despair. It matters whether we 
push b~ck the forces ofcrime, corruption, and disease together, or 
leave them to divide and conquer us. It matters whether we reach out 
with .A!fricans to build peace, or leave millions ofGod's children to . 
suffer hlone. .

I 	 . 

Our cdmmon future depends on whether Africa's 739 million people 

) of 11 . 12/8/00 11:40 Ar 

http://pdq2.usia.gov/scripts/cqcgi


Public Diplomacy Query (PDQ) i 

.-	 . Ih h I' h' d And 'T' •. • .gam t e c ance to lve t elf reams. ..~Igena lS a PlvOt pomt on 
which all Africa's future turns. 

Ten years ago, a young Nigerian named Ben Okri published a novel, 
"The Famished Road" that captured imaginations all over the world. 
He wrote of a spirit child who defies his elders and chooses to be born 
into the turmoil and struggle ofhuman life. The time and place were 
modem Nigeria, but the questions the novel poses speak to all of us in 
a language that is as universal as the human spirit. 

In a time ofchange and uncertainty, Okri asks us, "Who can dream a 
good road and then live to travel on it?" Nigerians, as much as any 
nation on Earth, have dreamed this road -- since Anthony Enahoro 
stood up in a colonial Parliament and demanded your independence in 
1953. Nigerians have dreamed this road in music and art and literature 
and political struggle, and in your contributions to prosperity and 
progress, among the immigrants to my country and so many others. 

Now, at the dawn ofa new century, the road is open at home to all 
citizens of Nigeria. You have the chance to build a new Nigeria. We 
have the chance to build a lasting network of ties between Africa and 
the United States. I know it will not be easy to walk the road. But you 
have already endured such stiff challenges. You have beaten such long 
odds to get this far. And after all, the road of freedom is the only road 
worth taking . 

. l hope that as President, I have helped a little bit to take us a few steps 
down that road together. I am certain that America will walk with you 
in the years to come. And I hope you will remember, if nothing else, 
what I said about Ol.!-r interdependence. Yes, you need us today because 
at this fleeting moment in history, we are the world's richest country. 
But over the long run of life and over the long run of a nation's life, 
and over the longrun ofcivilization on this planet, the rich and the 
poor otlen change places. What endures is our common humanity. 

• 	 .If you can find it amidst all your differences, and we can find amidst 
all ours,and then we can reach out across the ocean, across the 
cultures, across the different histories with a common future for all of 
our children, freedom's road will prevail. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 

(end transcript) 

(Distributed by the Office oflnternational Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov) NNNN 

, Product Name: WASHINGTON FILE 
Document Type: TRANSCRIPT' 
Keywords: WHITE HOUSE TR NIGERIA CLINTON 
ASSEMBLY IE RF 
Thematic Codes: IE 
Langul:llges: ENGLISH 
Origimiting Team: 00082705.AAF 

10 of 11 

http://pdq2.usia.govlscripIs/cqcgL. I &CQSUBMIT=View&CQLTURN-&CQPAGLI 

12/8/00 11 :40 1M 


http://pdq2.usia.govlscripIs/cqcgL
http:http://usinfo.state.gov


. . . ,/ I . 
'Public Diplomacy Query (PDQ) http://pdq2.usia.gov/scripts/cqcgi... l &CQSUBMlT==View&CCQRETURJ."I=&CQPAG E= 1 

Document 6 of 100 

- e• i., 'MI:iiiii Ipdq 
[GQ..Io Best Hit] 

Title: Transcript: Presidents Clinton, Obasanjo Remarks to Press in ' 
Abuja., Nigeria (U.S., Nigerian leaders comment on debt relief, oil ' 
prices, other issues) 

Date: 19000826 

Text: 
**** 

At a s.igning ceremony in Abuja, Nigeria, August 26, President 
Clinton and Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo commented on 
U.S.-Nigerian relations, debt relief, oil prices, establishment of a 

. permanent African seat on the United Nations Security Council, U.S. 
visa policy and the Middle East. 

: Following is a transcript of their remarks, including a 
question-and-answer session: 

(begin transcript) 

THE WHITE HOUSE Office of the Press Secretary (Abuja, Nigeria)' 
August 26, 2000 

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT CLINTON AND PRESIDENT. 
OBASANJO IN SIGNING OF JOINT DECLARATION 

Presidential Villa Abuja, Nigeria 

PRESIDENT OBASANJO: Mr. President, distinguished ladies and~ 
gentlemen, members of the press, let me say how pleased I am for this 
opportunity to welcome President Bill Clinton to Nigeria. I am 
confident that by now President Clinton must have felt from the 
personal meeting to the enthusiastic crowds that greeted him the extent 
of our delight to have him among us. 

President Clinton and I have had very friendly and fruitful 
discussions covering all the items and subjects that make up the 
contl;mt of our joint declaration which we have just signed and . 
exchanged, and even more. I just want to emphasize that for all the 
shared strategic interests between Nigeria and the United States of 
America, President Clinton and myself share a common view that is 
based on human welfare, human development, and human well-being 
in b()th our countries, our continents, and throughout the world. ' 

Of course, whatever strategic interests, economic, political or of a 
social nature, the essence is based on the fundamentals of humanity. , 

10f7 

··.·d.i.··.'"q,·, : i ' ' p

-


12/8/0011;39 AM 

I 

http://pdq2.usia.gov/scripts/cqcgi


, .. . I I 
Public Diplomacy Query (PDQ) http://pdq2.usia.gov/scripts/cqcgi... 1&CQSGBMIT=View~C<QRETGRl"=&CQPAGE= I 

Also deriving from this is the issue of Nigeria's role of peacemaking 
and peacekeeping in our sub-region, our region of Africa, and under 
the auspices of the U.N., the whole world. Needless to say. that this 
goes [.::>r the United States, by virtue of her status as the number one 
world power today. . 

President Clinton has only just begun his visit, designed so far that it 
will be a memorable one, and we wish you a very pleasant day in 
Nigeria. We welcome you once again. (Applause.) 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: President Obasanjo, members of the 
Nigerian government; members of the press, I think I can say on behalf 
of the members of the United States Congress who are here and the 
members of the American delegation, we are delighted to be in 
Nigeria. . 

Two years ago, I came to Africa to begin building a new partnership 
between this continent and the United States; one in which Americans. 
look upon Africa not simply as a continent with problems, but also as . 
a continent which presents the world's next great opportunity to 
advance the cause ofpeace, justice and prosperity. 

When Icame here two years ago, one ofthe biggest obstacles to a ne~ 
relationship with the entire continent was the fact that the democratic 
hopes of Nigeria's people were being smothered by military misrule 
and corruption, with your finest leaders being killed, banished, or in 

. the case of President Obasanjo, forced to languish in prison. 

My greatest hope then was that some day, I could come to Africa 
again" to visit a Nigeria worthy of its people's dreams. Thanks to 
President Obasanjo and the people of Nigeria, I have the high honor 
today to visit the new Nigeria --(applause)-- and to pledge America's 
support for the most important democratic transition in Africa since 
the fall of apartheid. (Applause.) 

All of us in the American delegation know that after so many years of 
despair and plunder your journey has not been easy. But we are also 
conunitted to working with the people of Nigeria to help build 
stronger institutions, improve education, fight disease, crime and . 
corruption, ease the burden of debt and promote trade and investment, 
in a way that brings more ofthe benefits of prosperity to people who 
have embraced democracy. 

We are rebuilding ties severed during the years ofdictatorship. I am 
very happy that last week the first direct flight since 1993 left Muritala 
Mohammed Airport for the United States. (Applause.) Today~ we have 
signed our first open skies agreement. 

With patience and perseverance, Nigeria can answer the challenge 
your President issued in his inauguration two years ago -- a speech I 
got up very early in the morning in the United States to watch. I 
remeinber that he said, "Let us rise as one to face the tasks ahead arid . 
tum this daunting scene into a new dawn." 

With one-fifth of Africa's people, and vast human and natural 
resources, a revitalized Nigeria can be the economic and political 
anchor of West Africa and the leader of the continent. We need your 
continued leadership in the struggle for peace. I am pleased we have 
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. begun this week to help to train and equip the first of five Nigerian 
battalions preparing for service in Sierra Leone. (Applause.) We also 
need your continued leadership in the struggle against poverty and 
infectious disease, especially AIDS. I thank President Obasanjo for 
his offer to host an AIDS summit in Nigeria next year. (Applause.) 

Finally, we need Nigeria to keep leading by example as a successful 
democracy and a nation that has managed, despite many years of 
repression and strife, to prove that for democracies, our diversity can 
be our greatest strength. 

These are just some of the issues we discussed today. Later, I will have 
the honor of speaking to the Nigerian Parliament, and I will speak in 
greater d~tail about the challenges ahead and the promise of our 
growing partnership. But let me just say, I begin this visit with 
enormous admiration for the progress you have made and the highest 
hope for the pro"gress you will make in the future and the depth that 
our partnership will assume .. 

Thank you again, Mr. President, for making us all feel so welcome. 
(Applau~e.) 

PRESIDENT OBASANJO: We will now take questions from the 
members of the media. 

Q: Mr. President, you're going to meet with President Mubarak of 
. Egypt. Can you give us an idea of what you're going to discuss with 
: him and whether this portends another Mideast peace summit? 

And, President Obasanjo, I'd also like to have your perspective on 
these f:fforts to reach peace in the Middle East. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, let me say, first of all, I think it's 
inconceivable that we could have a peace between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians without the support of President Mubarak. 

As you know, when I leave here I'm going to Tanzania to support . 
President Mandela and the peace process that he has been working on . 
in Burundi, and then we have to make a refueling stop on our way 
home. I had hoped to see President Mubarak at the United Nations 
summit, which will be at the end of the first week of September, but he 
can't come to that. And so we were having one of our regular . 
telephone conversations the other day and decided that since he would 
not be in New York, that I ought to refuel in Cairo and we ought to 
reconnoiter on the peace process. I don't think you should read too 
much into it, other than we are working with a sense of urgency, given' 
the timetable the parties have set for themselves. And we don't . 
underestimate the continuing difficulties, but I'm pleased they're still 
working, and working under enormous pressures. 

PRESIDENT OBASANJO: I must take this opportunity to commend 
the efforts of President Clinton in the Middle East. I believe that the 
fact that the door is not completely closed, and the fact that areas 
where, in fact, a few years back one would infer that there would be no 
advancement at all, whether Jerusalem could be negotiated on, is now 
an issue that can be put on the table to be negotiated -- I believe that 
should give all of us some hope. 

30f7 12/8/00 11 :39 AM 

http://pdq2.usia.gov/scripts/cqcgi


ptiblic Diplomacy Query (PDQ) http://pdq2.usia.gov/scripts/cqcgi ... 1&CQSUBMIT = View &CbRETUR1'i=&CQ PAJ E=I 

And as President Clinton just said, all the people that should be 
involved must be engaged, to be involved. And we should never be 
tired until we achieve success. And I believe success will be achieved .. 
I have no doubt. . . 

Q: Pn~sident Clinton's attitude to Africa and the poorer nations ofthe , 
world is very well-known. He is sympathetic to those nations. But 
America does not make up the West, only America does not. Now, at a 
-- in Ghana in April, a position was adopted on the issue of the 
strangulating debt burden in the poorer countries of the world. Now, 
President Obasanjo, as the chairman of the -- was given the mandate 
to present thatpositibn to the G-8 at the July Okinawa summit. Both 
President Obasanjo -- on that issue came out at that meeting 
expressing disappointment at the lack ofconcrete commitment on the 
issues by the richest nations of the world. 

Is there any indication that the contact today with a key member of the' 
G-8 would open up new vistas on the issues ofdebt cancellation for 
the poor countries of the world? And America is perhaps the strongest 
suppOlter ofdemocracy around the world, and we know that 
democracy turns on the face of the huge debt burden. What is the way 
out? 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, let me say, first of all, what I believe 
the G-8 was saying. You may know that I, because ofother 
commitments, and because of the Middle East peace process, 
unfortunately, had to miss the first day of the G-8 summit and, 

: therefore, I missed the President's presentation. 

At Cologne, Germany, we got the G-8 to make a commitment to a debt 
. relief program for the poorest countries in the world, and we had some' 
problems implementing it, but the basic idea, I think, was sound, 
which was that we should give debt forgiveness in return for a 
commi.tment to spend the freed-up resources on human development, 
and to have a responsible economic reform program. That was 
basically the agreement. 

I strongly support that, and I would favor expanding the number of 
eligible;: nations once we've actually taken them in some proper order. 
Our Congress has before it now legislation that would pay America's 
share of the debt relief for the countries that have qualified under the 
program that the G-8 adopted. 

My own view is that the G-8 would be willing to go beyond those 24 
countries as long as it was clear that there was a commitment to 
economic reform and a commitment to democracy and a commitment . 
to use all the savings for human development purposes, not for 
military purposes or other purposes that were inconsistent with the 
long-term interest of the countries. 

But I think that the real issue is not whether they can afford the debt 
relief -- in most of these countries they actually have to budget the 
debt relief even if they're not going to get repaid. And to be fair, the 
United States does not have the same dollar stake in most of these 
nations in the multilateral forum as some other countries do. So it is a 
little more difficult for them than it is for us. 

And I think that you are seeing the beginning of a process that I 
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believ(~ will continue, since I believe that we'll have more countries 
doing what Nigeria is doing -- embracing democracy, having a 
program with the IMP, a commitment to economic reform that will 
commend itself to the creditor countries of the world for debt relief. 
And I think that you'll-- it will happen. 

But, your right, we have been in the forefront of pushing this. But to 
be fair to the other countries the relative size of the American economy 
make our -- makes it easier for us to do than for some of these other 
countries. And the real problem is not the money itself, because many 
of them don't expect to be repaid. The real problem is that they all 
have budget rules like we do that require them to budget that in their 
annual budgets -- the forgiveness ofdebt -- just as they budget for 
education or health care or defense or anything else, even thought it's, 
arguably, an unnecessary thing since they don't expect to get the 
money back from the poorest countries. 

But you need to understand that's the political problem that a lot of 
these leaders have. And since the European countries and Japan have a 
bigger percentage oftheir incpme tied up in debt than we do, it's a 
little more difficult for them to do. I think we have moved them in the 
right direction and I think Nigeria, in particular, and other countries 
following behind will find a much more ready response. I think that 
what happened in Cologne,the call ofRis Holiness the Pope, and 
others for debt relief in the millennial year will lead to a process that I 
expect to play out over the next few years that I believe will result in 

. signifi(~ant1y greater debt relief than we have seen, as long as it's 
: 'coupled to maintenance of democracy, economic reform and honest 
economies, and using the savings from debt relief for the real human 
benefits and needs of the people in the affecte4 countries. 

Q: Mr. President, would you urge President Obasanjo to reduce -- to 
work within OPEC to· reduce oil prices? And did you offer him any 
commitment on rescheduling or -- ofdebt for Nigeria? 

And, President Obasanjo, I was wondering if you can give your own 
.'. views on -- situation. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Let me answer the debt question first, ,. 
since it sort of follows upon the previous question. I reaffirmed the ; 
commitment that I had previously made to the President that, first of ' 
all, the United States would do all we said to get the entire Paris Club . 
to do what the G-8 has now agreed to do and have a generous debt 
rescheduling, which will alleviate a lot of the cash flow requirements, 
at least, for Nigeria in the short run; and that now that there was an 
IMP program in place, once there was enough experience with this 
IMP program that we could argue to the other creditor nations that 
have a larger -- as I said to the previous questioner, the gentleman 
before that these other nations that have a bigger share of the debt than I 

we do -- that Nigeria has shown a commitment to economic reform, as : 
well as a commitment to democracy, that I would support debt relief . 
for ther'll, that I thought they ought to have some debt relief in return 
for showing that they've got a commitment to a long-term political and 
econoIIlic reform. That's the position I've had for some time now. 

On the oil prices, we talked about that, and Nigeria, ofcourse, does 
not have the capacity to change the prices, because they're pretty well 
producing at full capacity already. So I asked the President to do 
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whatever he could to encourage others to increase production enough 
to hav,e the impact that OPEC voted to have at the last meeting. 

At the last meeting, they voted for production levels that they felt 
would bring the price back closer to its historic average, somewhere in 
the mid-'20s. And that has not worked out for a number of reasons, and 
so I a,sked him to do what he could in that regard. 

PRESIDENT OBASANJO: I have always maintained that an 
excessive high price of oil is neither good for the oil producers, nor for 
the oil consumers, particularly developing oil consumers. Neither is I 

excessive low price ofoil, neither is it good for the oil producers,nor 
the oil consumers because you need certain amount of stability. I 
believ(~ that that stability would be there when OPEC brought in the 
mechanism to trigger off oil if the oil price is above certain price 
level, to automatically go in and produce more, and if it's below certain 
levels to automatically go in and withdraw from the production. 

Well, as President Clinton said, what has taken place so far has not 
worked. The OPEC will have a summit meeting in Venezuela next 
month" and the price of oil will be one of the major issues to be 
discussed. And I will, by the grace of God, be at that meeting. And we ' 
will work to bring an element of stability into the price ofoiL It is in ' 
the interest of all concerned that that should happen. 

Q: My question is to President Clinton, and it concerns the U.S. visa 
, policy of Nigeria. The policy so far has -- (inaudible) -- going to do to : 
: 'affect some concrete change in this direction. And the second question 
is will the United States support a seat for permanent participation -­
(inaudible)? 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, let me answer the first question first. : 
I'm velY concerned about some of the problems we've had in getting 
visas to Nigerians who have legitimate interests in coming the United 
States and should have a perfect right to do so. ' 

If! might say something in defense of the people who have to issue the 
visas _.. because of the worldwide concern -- that has nothing.to do 
with Nigeria -- about terrorism and other problems, they have been 
given instructions to bend over backwards to make sure that all the 
documents that anybody from any country applying for a visa are in 
perfect order. Because of a lot ofdevelopments here over the last 
several years, that's not always possible. So what we've got to do is go 
back and take a hard look at this situation as it affects Nigeria because' 
we acknowledge that there are many Nigerians who have tried to come 
to the United States, who should have been able to come and, . 
therefore, should have been able to get visas, who haven't been; And 
we have to try to find a way to solve that consistent with our law. 

And I wish I had an answer for you today, but, frankly, I was not . 
aware of the dimensions of the problem until I was preparing to come : 
here an.d preparing for my visit. And so I don't have a solution today. 
But I can -- I make you a commitment that we will work on it and we, 
will try to work this out, because I'm quite concerned about it. When I 
saw the numbers and I saw the small percentage of those who had 
applied who had been approved, and it was obvious that many, many 
more had legitimate interests -- perfectly legitimate interests in coming: 
to the United States, I realized we had to do something. And we're 
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going to work with your government and try to work it out. 

PRESIDENT OBASANJO: Thank you very much, President 
Clinton. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Oh, I'm sorry. Jet lag. (Laughter.) The 
position of the United States is that the size of the Security Council 
should be expanded, that there should be a permanent African seat, and 
tha~ the holder of that seat should be determined by the African . 
nations, not by the United States and not by the permanent members of 
the Security Council. I don't think that's our business. I feel the same ' 
way about Latin America. I think there should be a permanent Latin 
American seat on the Security Council. 

The analog to Nigeria and Latin America, ofcourse, is Brazil. Brazil . 
is the inost populous nation in Latin America, just as Nigeria is the 
most populous nation in Africa. And we have very good relations with 
Brazil. But I think the Latin Americans should decide for themselves if 
they get the seat, and I think they should, who should hold it and 
wheth(~r someone should hold it permanently or not. 

But I strongly believe that Africa should have a permanent 
representative with a permanent representative's vote on the United 
Nations Security Council. If it makes sense for it to be Nigeria, then 
that's fine with me. But I think the African people should decide that --, 
the leaders of Africa. " 

. : PRESIDENT OBASANJO: Thank you very much. 
\ 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you. (Applause.) 

(end transcript) 
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