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| ]gh Bm Nationsil Black Farmer Assouamg _&_egelwood N

Semwetary Glickman, good afternoon, Cnngmsswonmn Eva Gaybon, —— I'm gonna ﬁ:st
askthepanel and 1mughttakemeahtt1ebztlonger cmbehalf ofﬂxeblackfammsﬂnatwe
reprmtheremday I'mgormaaskthepanelfor;ustahtﬂebrtlongerﬁxanﬁvenunuﬁas 1t |
-shouldn’t be much longer than five mmu;es, but if you'll grant me that tme I think o;\behalf s
of all the farmers I think they need to hear what 1 have tdj;say'ii;oday‘ Js that alright with the
panel? And [ also express %‘mmrest;in a cgmv&saann wﬁhMt Reed Iast weak by helephmm. |
My name i8 John Boyd,kpvresidait of the National Black Farmers Association and it gives me
greatpleasurembehereto addrmsyouwday I’mherc onbehalfofﬂteorgamzahons .
ooncemsasxtrelam,mﬂ\e phgh‘-ofﬂ'mblackfamm Theblackfarmensnot meonly farmer

‘ &msexpenexmng problems in the 905, butalsoﬂ\esmaﬂanddxsadvantagedfarm belt
 black, white, Nahve American, blue, gree:n, brcwn, etc We all have experienced problems on
th_efam,bunmnspakfromme_heamodaybladqm_lmﬂmmcfthemmn s farmers.
67% of that 1% are tied up with the Farmers Home Adnumstra’am What this teﬂs us here
today is.it plays a tremendous rolein the futuré of the black »fazmef, but dzsmmmattm, racxal
) disparities, unfair le'ndingpractices, all ﬁleseﬁung;togeﬂ\erhas driven us off&tefarmm
some sort of way be it wholly or partly AsTtravel through the South everyone says Mr

Boyd, can you give me an example of some type of discrimination that the farmers are

experiencing. The farmers are experiencing poor proeessmg time ag per one investigation. It
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takes 60 days boﬂprocés me Ioansﬁind it take’s‘-222: daystaproc&ss black loans “The
| ‘pmgrams are a reaI problem. Its called pmgram dehvery in other words. Blm:‘ka are not

~ participating ata 19518 loan servxmng or land ownexslup loans, but thls process can never

| 'change without elimmaﬂng the person who ehxznnates, excuse me, who adrmmsbexs the

dm:nnnnatmn Any person that admimste:s the dxscrmnnahon should be temumﬁed they

shouldgxothaveﬂuaestxikestokeepdisaimkmﬁngagamst&egmepersm Ifthat

* discrimination happens then that person shovld be fired and terminated on the spot and thisis
the message that 1 came toigAiv'e you today fébﬁle,’ but in Brunsmck County alone we had 60
famuers We had 66 fam\exs on that program. Today only 6 farmers partmpate m that federal .
programand n'couldbeparﬂyorwhcllyw fheStnteDuechorastheStateDn'ectorsenta
memotoWasIungmn, DC: tohave&msecasesclosedandstarted to foreclose on all of these
farmers down i in Brunswick County and 1 te]‘l you some&mg today people that's a serious
problem. That's a serious problecn that the State Duector wasn't sensiﬁve enoughto take the
,umetolockmtothesemdxvxduals eyes andhere&tenstonesandeonccmsand wentahead
on and foredosed on those peoples’ farms. Itell you that is wrong. ‘I‘hat’s wmng, people.

, Whatlwan’ctoﬁell you is somﬂunghastobedoneaboutﬁns Itwasanexampleofdemal,
denial of his race, demalofwherehe lscommg&omandde:mlofwlmhe:sgomg The
d)scrmunatmn that takes place only happens because we allowed it to happm That's nght.
Take alook at thts photograph that I found inside USDA, let me tum it upmde dorwn so ya'll

‘ eanreadrt. NAACP nowapaarecalledpeople Thmtypeof&smmmatiomssys&mmm
HteDeparunmtongncultureandxtneedstoswpandxtneedstostoptoday 'I'lushndof

.place,ahofmasmhastocometoanend,butasyouknowmplethlslssenons. Thisis
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i smousasallofusmmefmmthefam Wecamefromthemoﬁiers}upmshacklesandued
‘wge&wrandworkedmtheﬁe]dsfor free, but nowwehaveanopporﬁnuty arealopportumty
toparhmpatemafarmonyourownasabusmess,butweneedtabe&eatedonafmand
‘equalbasxsatUSDAandpammpabemthosefederalpmgmm ButI’dlikemchallmgeeach

‘ andeveryoneofyouhaetodaytostandupforwhatxsnght. Youdontneedtobeafrmdof
’what’sgomgtohaprpmtoyouxfyoudontstandupforwhatxsnght,butlneedyomhelp
today. Ineed you to helpusﬁght ourbatﬂeandtobmldonomﬁzmre. Qur civil nghts
movementhascomeboahalt, only becausewehavenovome We havcnovoxce people, but
the farmers have a voice now. ThetrvomexsﬂxeNahmalBlackParmemAssocmm Thark |

you mverymunh, Andltwasnmchneeded 1twasmuchneeded butourvmcexshrednfttm

| - racxsm,omvome:.*nredoftheneglect,omvomcelstxredofthe;udgeumtforﬁtecolorofour

: ‘skinandnotthecnmemofom character,butwemustletodrvo&cebefwardasonetnday

Our voices will be heardﬁ'omﬂxe ouﬁxouses, to e:qstprommenﬂy ﬂxroug!mut thc%uth, our
volceswﬂlbeheardms'uchawayﬂwata]ldlscrimmtmnand rac:sm,allttmrac:aldlspanua |

wiﬂcomemanend andﬁxebarrmadewﬂlbeopmonﬁnedmofﬂmelastphnﬁhonssoﬂm

we can parumpate in a federal program. God bless eachother Timnk you.

Dick Fowler

~ Thank you Mr. Bmyd Ifaﬂedmmmtmnttmmﬁuproceduralnotesthatlhave, We would
ask the remaining speakersﬁyouwouldmgomamikennﬁueﬂoor,lmmknwmﬂdhelpto )
movetlucugh&mpmgrammrequmklyandaﬂownsmhearfrommeofyoumﬂx_

following that it if you will. The second individual will be Mr. Archie Hat.
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WW | |
Good evening. Hmmrable Congresswoman Eva Clayton, Honorable Secretary Dan Glickman.
. IwelcomeyoutoNorﬁlCarohna MynamestrchleHart sPeQaIassxstanttoCmnmxmoner .
_}mGraham IbﬂngyougreehngsfmmaurdxshngmshedComs&onerongmulturernn
Gmhamwhchadamonscmmu@mﬁmthanothermgamzauonmmghtandhesmdshm
regards and apologies that he caxmotbehem Mr Secretary, Imdanews;:aper article
amcuncmgthxsmeehngandmadd:hontoﬂusannouncmmtxtaddremedﬁmnumm&ﬂ -
' ofblaclaonmefarmandlquoﬁe manyhave]ustnotbeeneiﬁmentonthefmn" AndIdonf
| _hmwwhatsgomgtobeﬂwou@meofthesemMgs,wlmﬁmlandlsreswredorwheﬁm o
. ‘ﬁnanmalcompensat.omsgvmthese dealmﬂxefﬁaemymdpmﬁmbﬂxtyorwewﬂl
| conhnuetorevmtﬂ\mssueagm WeatNCDszlldoall&mtwecanoraﬂﬂvatweare | |
mandated to do, butmaddmonwemustmakemmmndsm,ﬁmtgommeducaum |
progzmwforﬂusaudmme&mtmaddxﬁonsomonemmdamdsoﬁmtﬂxemmnbe
- la)ccomtabﬂitynot]ustﬁxenumbers butmakeareallmpactsod\at&teseﬁrmmmﬂtmlybe "
helpedﬁ\roughouredncaﬁonalpmgxamsot‘hatﬁteywﬂlbeproﬁtablemdso&latlandmﬂ o
besavedandsm}lfamﬂyfamnsmﬂbesavedmdalso'smaﬂmtyfarmemandﬂnsmmy

' conmxeﬁténdjustsavealitﬂe—mtim&?forGeqrge. Thank you. -
Ihavebeenmadeawareofadmngeﬂmtyouneedboknowxfyoudontnund Atthebottom

ofyouragmdawhenlmmhoned&eaddresswmaﬁmymconmmtsandafax number
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tlmtﬁaxxmmbethaschanged. Technology changes rapidly Please note this change if you
will. Thenewfaxnnmbensmmwandlmﬂoffathatseveralhmesdurmgtheforum

. because we havea dvameofpeopleoommgmandoutoftheroom Yes sir. (someoneaskmg

T aquesuonregardmgmeshorthmefosmdcommmismwnungﬁo&teWashmgtonDC

addr@s) Well I'would ask you may want to consxder ovenghtmaﬂ or geti’tznasqun:k,as
soanastoﬂutdateasyoupossxblycm Thankymx. Mr. Matthew(hant Wlulehexscommg
boﬂmpodnmﬂpnextpemon&atlwiﬂcaﬁwﬂlbeMx,CecﬂBrewmg@nn. .

Matthew Grant, Concerned Citizens of Tillery Land Loss Fund, Tillery NC
.. Mr. Secretary, Ms C:laybon,weamsogladtohaveyoumﬂuscountyandldm't,I’vebeen

hereSOyeazsandI«io tremembereverhavmgsomebodytocome&;atwasmbemstedand

' werecertauﬂygladtohaveyouandl’msorrythatyouhavetocomeonsuchacase,these

, peoplearemreal, mrealu-oubleandl’vecomehere todayandm1976 1972andwemeand
mywxfeweconhnuedmﬂzFHA canyouhearmenow? IbomwedfromFHAmlmand

~ stayed with them for four years, five yearsthreeofﬁxemwas dxsaster years:mdwetrmdto

| workoutaplansevmalhmesﬂxeselastfewyears,workoutaplantopayandweworked&le
plan, t:ookajudgment and wanted me to pay -—besxdes tl'leregularpaynmtand]ustworked
»butevmyyeax,’?Sho’SSwerebadyears,sotheycutmeoﬁm’?? Cutmycredxtoff&om |
everybody and cuf, just cut, so I couldn’t operateandwouldn’t help me and the only thing

. ‘ﬂzeywouldsayyouhavetopayltall,couldnotbrmgpartc 't pay something every year-,

| youhavetobnngltaﬂorwe'regommsellyououtandyouhowtheinherestnmsonaround :

$100,000.00at 81/2% a year so that's what got me out, I farm each year, have good crops and
Pages
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Hales North Corolna | | , | |

‘ gave them everything the crop needs every year. wok none out from hvmg expenscs th:ough

the winter (change in tape -mandxble) department saxd no more foreclosurcs fora while and

_tha_(t . helpus,too In1988Ichangedmyprogramandlrentedmylandout,partofxt

AandIworkedpartafltandlrentedahtﬂemﬂtehogbusm&sanddurmgthatmIwasable -

" to-pay off all the outside debs, all the —— land payment with the federal land grant, but

FHA wouldnt work no problem so [ could pay them smthing Al ﬂwy wete demanding

evexycmtevenuptovecembetof&usycarmdhad’mbnngztaﬂormthmg Sothat'swhere | -

wereatnowandlhopemysongetsac!mnceﬁowlk causehecanteﬂyoube&erthmlcan |

and I wish he would be next so you could get the whole story.

Dick Fowler

Mr. Brewington and then next will be Mr. Shexman Witcher.

 Cecil Brewi o Blé’cklf-‘“' & Associatio Willath

Good afternoon ladle.sand genﬂema:n, Cmgresswoman(]ayqur DanGbckman,Mx
Fowler, MymmestecﬂBtemngmn and I’m from thestate of North Carolina, Wﬂlard,
North Caralina, Imherethhmembers of the National Black Farmers Orgamzahon. Letme
teﬁymalitﬂé bit of my adva\tufé wlth FHA, USDA Department of'Agricnlturc. Inthelastof
‘SZIcmeoutofhzghschoolm'S‘i the]astaf Szlm&edegetanapphmnontoapplyfor o
afarmomerslnploan Weﬂat&:athmelwastooyonng,ldldntundersmndthatsnl )
| conunuedfatfmmgonﬂtefarmﬁ:atwasmyfaﬂm’sandm‘%[famedm&th 1 went to

get a loan through FHA to farm. I was denied, in ‘84  was still farming there ] applied to geta =

- Pages
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loan. Imanagedtogetanapphcahonﬁlledm:tﬂmtobeah,lguesswhatﬂxeycaﬂﬁllﬂw
application outand theysald 1thadmgo beforeacomummbeprovm ehg:ble and you
know fromﬂxemfo:mahonlread the onlythingl’dbe eligible for was to give a citizen of the
. United States and a high school graduate and havesomefamlmg background ofcomselhad
thatbecausemyfamﬂy’sfamtedallﬂlexrhfe Myfamﬂysfarmedforgenerauons In‘831

. filled out one, leasgranmdehg:ble,butlneversentnmtogetafeasxbleplanof -

| QperahonsfromﬂwCOlmtysupervmor ln’&lhmmdm&myfaﬁxerandmadmyﬁamds |
_fatmandlapphed Erom’&tc’&%andneverbeenabletogetaloansolhstenedtnalotof
other farmers I dor't know whether they were fortunabe or unfortunate consldezmg wha’c
they'vebeenthmugfh mﬁlﬂteDepartnm\tongnmﬂtum but thatswhat I‘ve bemﬂurongh.
I’vebeendemedloansa}lthtsmne,l.shﬁfannahtﬂebxt,lworka;ob,Ifarmﬂaefamﬂyfarm
mere,but&rmugh those yearsllmvébeenderﬁed,lhave-beénwithse\}etal organizaﬁo’nsthat '
haveheen trymgto, you know,trymgto resolve ﬁmeproblems, gettmgto somemembezsof
ﬂleDepa:mmntongnculunetotrymresolvethlsdjsmmunaﬁonpmblem I’d}usthketo
youknow lhetxmesthatI‘veevergotanyresponsewaswhemyouhmw,l&eIsaldwasa
tmmt}mtpeopleahmysused&ntxttookanactofcangress Yougotmmakeaﬂhndsofcalls
andraweeverysoﬁ ofhndofnmscforsomeonetoevenngeyouacallmdsaywe]],you _
needto godown andﬁllom another apphcahon, wa’ﬂseexfwecansolve that problem, but

i¥'s never boen sclved. T've been with several orgamzahonhasbeenumeashmgtm over
the years, they have, you krow, came here to esolve this roblem mever been sble o get
arx)rﬂnngdmsomrereheretodaysn'ﬂ fighting it. My,whatlwouldhkek)kmwxsyou
know after, after me there is none. Idon’tseevanyyoungblaskfarmmAI’dlovett}htowwhat

Page 7
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‘the Deparmlentef Agnculmre:sgomgtodo abOﬁtgethngycung blackfamtersbackmto
fannmgbecauseatmyagethere?nonesoI’dhketoknowwhattheyregomadoabout%
problem aboutallthesefarmersarehavmg You got, mosmfthe farmers herearc from age 40,
ﬁmﬁup 'I’here:.snoneyoung Iwmﬂdhkctoseexf&\eycandeagnawaytowaedoutall
theyoungblackfarmersandIhxowtheresplentyofyomgblacksoutﬁmeﬂ\atwouldlove
to farm, but going through the problems that I've been through mththeDepa:@ent of
Agncultureﬂxezexsnoneandxﬁtkeepsgumg]ﬁ:ethxstherewontbeanysol’dhleetosee
'someresponseandI’dkketoseewhatﬁxeDepmtmentongmultnre;sgomgtodoabout

. helpmg blacksgetback into agncnltme Myfeelmg:s that thmugh the wcrk of oxn'ancestors
| .wehavecreatedthxsagrmulturalmdustrywﬂwurbarehands.mthﬂmemdemmlmology

| »wehavetodaylt!nnkbladcsareentttledtosharem&usfamungandagncultm Itlunkwe

. should get an opportunity Iike an other famters thh the modem techmlogy that we have to
showyouthatwecan,wecanfam»shcwyouﬂzatwccanhaveaﬁeasmleplanofoperahom‘
andthatwecanoperateandnmgeafarmsalwouldloveforﬁva(laytonmourmi
wmxldlovetohearsomerespomeSecretaryongnmﬂuueI’dloveeohearsomeresponseon |
&usbmausethesefarmersmhurbng,blackfametsamhurmlgmui&mmnom lfedwe
have a lot of emphasis on a lot of dxfferent&ungs thaf peoplea]ways upanashmgh'm
rallymgforalldﬁcmnttypesof&tmgs. Youve‘gotammalsputt}m that can raise so much
money and pm-s§ much money out there because theyreexunct, you know, but what about
the black farmer? 1 think, I think we need to set up a program where we could try bo train
ymgbhckmm,gét&ma&bﬂmmm&éém's;mof&mm&imﬂm |

' Page §
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. love famung, but through this process the USDA has created over the years has total]y

dmgned ﬂlesysbemwmpeusoutand Ithmksomeﬂnngneedstobedone about it,

Dick Fowler
- Thank you so much, |

Secretary Glickmarn .

Let me just, Cecﬂ mmstofﬂtenmemghtweremsggonmbehstexmg,butlwamedbo |
menﬂonMothnxgstoyou,onemﬂxeacﬂonteam&thrReedmdtanmg,xssxthngover |
there they're gonnalmake spemfzcreccmmendanonsto mew:tthmabautSO daysand&xey‘re
prettynmchunlmutedtothekmdofremmnmadaﬂons, they’regonnareconmmdﬂmtpartof
xtma}rbehavmglmprovedtheopezammasfarasa@nﬂm,partofxtmybeonhowm
xmprovenurpmgramnungtcenmmge pecplehogetmtoagnculmre mumntyfarmexs we‘
hadaprogxam,t}wMwogrammathasnmbemfundedverywelLbutxt’sauﬁ\mzedmdo
yustthekmdofﬂungtbatyouretaﬂqngabout It’sthehndof&nngthatweregonnahexe

more about in 30 to 45 days.

Dick Fowler

~ Thank you so much. We’vehadanobe&m’tsome‘ofyqui;ﬂ thé'backofﬂrerdomar’ehavi'ng

difficulty hearing, needmberemmdeaofﬂmsolspeakdkecuy.mmazenac'analwould
,renmd&loseofyouwhoazespeakmgmdodwsame Getclosctoﬂ\emﬂceandxfyousm't

~gethngfeedback&omﬂ‘x€3p&kezswe’llceﬁmrﬂynytotakecareofﬂ:xat. I’mgom\a,ya
Page 9
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have doneagreat;obsofarmstmlangtoyomhmehﬂnts,tohelpusdo&mﬂ’mgomaask "
Georgetomoveupheresoy llcanseehmxahtﬂeblteameranddonthavetowonyabout

looking over to the side. Mr. Sherman Witcher and then next will be Herbert Banner.

Shecman Witcher, ‘ A
Ive got some information that I'd like to take the time to read...

: D:ck Fowler

Excusemebeforeyou getstartedsome ofyou dependmgonwhmyouare 1’cmaybeeasa.er

foryoutogotoﬁlenudd}ennkem&xemsleorevmﬁxemdmﬂce }usttorezmndyouoft}ut |

1 think the folks can hear better if you talk in this middle microphone.

Sherman Witcher Natxoml Black Earmg Amng_g, ggx_xgg |
 (technical difficultes - n'ucrophone fmlure, the following isfromthe tmmiber’s noﬁes)

IhadalongdrawnmrtspeedybutsnmewaorﬂyhaveSnnnuﬁes Iwanttoknowwhatcanwe
doﬁohelpBlackFarmersandhelpﬂtesxmahon. Thxsgenﬂemansaxdweneedtoleamhowto
managenmney,weﬂmyamwemswegotmhavesometonmnageﬁxst. Iamasma]l(by
force) dzsadvanhged Black Fanner We are here fora purpose Ihnvc traveled appro:amate(y
4homswgethcretmnght Whm\youleavetlusmeetmgtmnght,gotellyourﬁaends your

: bmthers oranyonewlmwﬂlhstentowhatﬁuepmbkmm. Dontgetexated,ﬂusmnota
Page 10
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ramalthmg Idonthatemyfellowvrtutemllovemyfe]lowwmemn Thesyshemworks

| A butsomehm&&epeopiemﬂmesystemdonot do whatﬁteyaresupposeto do.’ Most

| weryonexsfamung‘forwealﬁl nouhemhealm. L am struggling because the system makes me
- struggle. Idonth\owﬂxesefarmarshere hutwearea]lsaymgthesamethmg Mostofus

here are well educated pecap}e Do riot edur.atensand not helpus Idonotneedahandout

allinwdlsahelpmghand | )

| Herbert Banner, A.lbata VA
(technical dxfﬁcultles - zmcrophone faﬂure)

Offa Jenkins, Litfleton NC |

1 amso pleased to bafxére tlﬁééVeﬁhgamﬁngpeoplewhoérerinthe welfare of our
: cmmtry Ms Eva Clayton not cmly has tenacxty, but mtegnty Mr thlmazn and Mr. Reed
anda]lofusarehembecausewemnstsumvetogetheronﬂmplamt&rﬁn T have begged
and pleaded that our sdlools mclude, I have worked with Mr Mack Edwards at Northwest
High School, I have seen his agnculture go down, dawn, down. You cannot beg young people
to get in there. WecvuldnotgetonepersontcgohoKansasCxWﬂnSyear atNorﬂ\watmgh
| ~ School. That has never happened before. . If we do not build up our resources just as this L
gentleman who preceded me said I w°u1d~]5ke to thank ytm a]so for éoming' here toHaI&x
.Coumy Our Halifax County, north of Warren County, ] am a natzve of Warren County, my
farm property is Warren County. IwenttotheFDAﬁrstthmacoupleofyears ago Ismdi

‘have a tobacco allotment which I inherited. want to sell it. I think it's obscene to be selling

" Page 1]
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4'tobaccoallotmmtsoﬂzatpeoplecangmwstuffﬂm’sgomahll em. Hesmdwell &xatsycux

’. chmceMrs ]enkms Isde’vemadextandI’mgettmgndofxt,butl’dhketoraxsemeacreof .:
- strawberries. You cannot borrow any money, youcamwtgetanymsumnceon thuse that are.
" ot approved unless y you have your tvbacco growmgandmke,ldontevengrowpeanuts
becauselhave cousins thatcandmt muchbeﬁer thanI Ihaveacousm that does no—tﬁl no-
ﬂ!} his crop tlusyear was so wonderﬁxl buthewaslaughed at five yearsagowhenhewentto
| saytlussthebestway NowweseextonTV &nsmthewaytogotosaveouxﬂmemchaof -
jcmpsodsthatemtmmyofmmas WedonthaveﬁvcfcotoftnpsoﬁmNorﬂx o
Carolina. Insomepartsof Brazil they do, so we havetow:selyusewhateverwe have. Iam.
- here becauselamamdcxw,ldo not have anyone except myselfand my two sonswhoaxe '
‘rmsmg young children. 'Ihm'elsmway that you can work onafannandcome out whenbeef
'wtodayseﬁmgatZSeentsapoundonthelmof Thmmndzculous Tohvemananonhkethls
| and have beef brmg brought in here and sold in competition with people who are trying to

exist. Youcantconhnuetodcfeatourpeople. IwﬂlalsoatﬁrmthataﬂofubareAmencan
mﬁzens Wearemﬂustogetherto ezﬁxerworktogetherorfmltogethermdwhmweconme | ‘
bosayblack white, red.yeﬂow,&ns,ﬂmand &eoﬂmlamw&aryofzt Iamnotawme
woman. Iamawomano&color orI wouldbeanalbmo running around here thh thick

' glasses o1 Thxs is absolutely_ndmulous. 1 Twork and grew }upon a dirt farm of which I
iﬁheritedohe—rﬁnﬂwfit. Myfanﬁlyhas’beenfarmﬁighefesiﬁéélﬁandlémmsideofmy |
famxlyandmand% on Bleoﬂxcrsxde when Warren CbuntywasDukeCoumy We've been
“here, we vefmmed,andweh\owwhatms. Wennverwexepeoplelmngmtom Wlml '

went to Lewiston High School I was consxdered a country kid and I was dxscrmnated against
Page i2
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ﬁanypersonhaseverbemandl wantyoutohowtlmt but&nat'soverand done. We are

. peoplewhonowshoddbeoutvohng InﬂleMaypnmaryinHahfaxCountywehadfewex
&mnm% ofﬂmeregxsteredvoters to vote. In the Novemberelectzonwe had no more. If we

- don’t vote and gettheﬂungsdoneﬁmtweneed done,lhave one mmute,menwcm gomgto
lose the right to vote, 1 plead with you people please let's work tngether 80 that our
representat:ves Clavton, our Senator ——, our Mr the man f:.rom the Govemor’ s office that
works with us, he is stich a dear, we have wonderful people. I have not been hurt by people

. because] ﬁave woﬂ:ed 4 years I've wurked and I‘; m drawing my retirement, that's all I héve -
When my husbanddled ouxmcomewas cutmhalf therefore Ihaveto do fewerandfewer
ﬂungsandworkhaxderandharder Iwﬂlmall tcyousomeofthethmgsMs Claytonhas
tried to help us stop ﬂ\athrgxmaBeach from gettmgﬂze waterfromLakeGaston 1f we had a
drought there would be no xmgahon When I.ake Gaston was ﬂooded in 1964 only two
people were gzven the opportumty No one realized that mgaﬁon can make the dxfference
'Wecouldbe mCahfommmysonswaterbxﬂammﬂmwasWOOmmatm'howmuchhe

used. I'm ready to stop. Thank you and God bIess you :

Dick Fowler |
And Mrs. Jenkins please accept my apologies for my blunder. Glen Slade, following him will
be Benny Bunting. | | B |
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 Glen Slade Smlthﬁeld VA

Ioughttosay goodevemngto everybodyhewc My namelsGlmSIade&cmSnny Vrrgrma, I
just want to say that I don’ t reaﬂy have a problem thh FHA axdusxvely Thave a problem v.
: wxﬂxthe wholelendmgmshhrhonwehavesetupandﬂxesystemxtoperates Tomeﬁseems

" Jike farmers are really fifth class Black. youths for example it'd be about two years agol’
received a letter from Nationsbank saymg  that I was autonmh:ally pre-approved for

| $25,00000 to bﬁyaneW car. All rd have tc'do is go pick out the car, come in, sit down, thénk :‘« o
yousxr,Icouldben&ngzt We]l,atthchmeldidn’tparhmlarlywamedacar,butldxdwant |

to apply for $10,000.00 o tzy % get my peannts, seed peanuis, seed comn, my crop in the

- ground. This apphcahon was denied. 'H:ey sald 1 didn't have enough cash ﬂow Well my

problem is I don't qmte understand how'I could have cash ﬂow 0 buy acar, but not contmue
_.my farming operatmn I you know, I;ust wanted to prcpose those commems to youhoping

you cando something, work togetlwx and i improve ‘t‘he,sxtuahon fo:r the fa:mers Thank you. -

Qw

Benny Bnmmg, followmg Benny Buntmg wﬂl be ]uha Seaward

~ Benny Bunting, Oak City / NC | o

. Mr. Secretary, I ama farmer’g advp;;,;he from Oak City, Norrh Carclma I work with a non-
profit grouﬁ in Rural Sampson Fund Imemattoml Farmers are foered 1o cost director’s
assistance in the re-structuring of debf xmpmvmg 19518 and We app_éals. From

- networking with other advocates across the country and personal experience I've percaved :
Page 14
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Ealy'az, Norﬁ Caroling

methesmtheNahonal Appealstsmndzrecto:’srewewprocessand&atpmmptedmeto
doa Freedom of Information fequest for’ an add dems;om 1 have attached some forms ri
leave wxﬂx yom five sheebs of ’chat mformahon I've rece:ved Tn analysis of this information
reveals that aocordmg to Mr. Cooper that National App&ls Dmsmn Director, when the
hearmgofﬁcersrule forﬂmagermes theywerecompetem 98% ofthetme butwhenﬂ\ey

‘ nﬂedforﬂxefarmarthaesamehearmgofﬁcersmemmwhmﬁoverso% ofﬁmhme. The |
_ year pnortoMr Ccmper’s assxmungdxrectors&np &\ereversalratewaslé% ifﬁmrevxewwas

4 raqueswd by the agu.ncy a.nd 9% if ym: were requested by the farmer. Thxs is md:sputable
evidence of bias and dxemmmatwn agamst a whole class of farmers by one of your |

- subordmate employees. That attitude and bxas should be unaccepmble Congzess g-ave these
.farme:s the nghtto ,ammpart:al review ofadverse agency deaaons 'I'hehemngofﬁcers in
face to face emdenmuy heanngs have ruled mfavnr of the £a1'mer In anad Director Mr
Cooper mdhmm*wstaﬁmve:sedﬂxeheamgoﬁxcer'sdmoninavery nusfommate |
manner. This d:scmmmtaomscieaﬂya wolahonofthoseimmers cmlrights Iwas dxrecﬂy' 3

mmlvedmalargenumbexoftlwseheamxgs. Iamvezymuchawareofﬂ\edn'ecbor’s S

dtsregardof:egulahonsaﬁsﬁW@onbehalfaftheagencyandhavecaseﬁlestodxument4 o

 thischarge. Alfhough theyshouldn‘tbenwdedhemuse&temewreversalratefavomdﬂte
agency over 50% oﬂi\etxmetsmrtselfenwghevxdenceofmfam tmequaltreatmerrt Mr.
Secreﬁry Mr Coopqn’smwewmcmalmﬁepmmptedusmmakem&wrmqumy T}uswaa_
ina heanng of.ﬁcer’ 8 amual job performance evaluabon is decision reversal rate a determmg
factor? The answer was yes so now we have hearmg ofﬁcers and for self-employmem

protection are being intimidated to compromise their impartiality due to the dlscxmunaxmy
- Page IS
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- Halyia,Nthwdma T SR ' R . : ‘

. practice of ﬂmr dlrectors Mr Sea‘etary you were quoted few weeks ago by Inside
Agncultme it saxd it is- sxmply unamceptable to m.e 1f the pobenbal loss ofa farm stems ﬁ'om
: any uneqnal treatment” Mr Glmkman, canyou kccp on lwbenmg to this &smmmﬁun dnd
| ‘ unaqual treatment and abuse of aut}mnt}” If the answer is no the next queshun is is Mr.

| Cooper and his review staff shil employed by you" Some actxon is suggested. 1 would also

| suggestamtherneedofachon andﬁxatwouldbefaryoutopersmmliysendaﬂheanng |
ofﬁcers a letter of apology and offer the cppoxtumty that if they thonght any of thei demsxons
(tape eunLdﬁ)

- ,'(ﬁ'omthe transcnber’s notes)

Some ofthelrdec:smshmﬂdbereversed Moneys andlandshouldberetumedtoﬁwse
| mxyusﬁyhnrtby&teseblasedpeople | | | |

Bm}hnsman,foﬂowmgBenHﬂlsmanwﬂlbeZehna,excuseme,GmﬁesTm
f(speakermudlble) | o
| Secretary Glickman B
| Alittle louder, a?~httle mOredﬁ'éct .
. ﬁenHiﬂsman,Roanoke Ramds,ﬂ | | | o
Iwillbeverybnef mostofthesiatementsearhermenﬁonedwehavethesamcomems I’Il

furn it over to myw;fe._ "
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;elmanﬂm'  Roanoke Rapids NC -

We happen o be one of those f@efs' who have expenem:ed late péo;:essing —atthelocal
 level. This year we recexved our crop loanon September 13andI have to say that Mr. Paper

. worked very d:hgently trymg to get it done, but as a result of us geﬁmg our loan late this year
we lost cur entire peanut crop to freezmg because we weren ‘'t able to get our crops into the
ground in tnne And in addition, we had fo have our supphet supply us at 18 percent interest
and that sort ofta.lwsanadded bmdenbecauseom three out ofﬂtelastﬁveyearsware

d13asters so we'te really feelmg the prasme nght now.

 Canjust ask you the lateness of your loan, in your mind, what attribute that too? Is this

. every year been like this or this year?

" Zelma Hillsman |

‘We've had loans that probably vasied from 60'590 days. This year I think the Farm Bill had
something to do withit,as T said, M. Paper worked mth us, bt theve was  sever credit
crurch, and one, [ ﬂﬁnklcansharewidtycu&;‘at.ii took wdéysfmanapp:ais&k;cdme to
ﬁur'iaz\d and aééxais‘e our property and the& MMn’t do anythmg at the Jocal office until that

 appraisser came from the state office, 60 &aﬁ between &ig' t:mc the #ppﬁcaﬁbn went in and the |
time the appraisefcaﬂme and oﬁr'an;i'oi_:: doPs had been grOWn ix‘rMayiand they came around

July 5th ———(inaudiible) o |
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Civil Rights Listening Forum
Hadifa, North Carolina

| ‘D:u:k Fuwlef

Thank you, iet me, those who have spoken so far Iet me thank you for domg two t}ungs,
 helping us stay on time, you're doing quite well and also let me thank you for recogmzmg
when someone else has aJready made tihmr commmts for you because we're mteresbed in
hearing a wide vanety of comment and wedo appreaate that very much and appreciate

you're staying very close to your time limits. Ctmrles Tyner, next will be Rev. ]ames Johnson.

| Char!gg :IM: MnrfreesboroN | _ | e
~T!m\kyom m Charles TynerofNorthammeomty Certamly app:recxatey ncﬁﬁmgto
tiusareaofthecounu-yandhearmgustoday Ourmajoroom:emandmycomemxsthatl
grewapmNorthamptanCoumy,wasbommNorﬂmamptonCounty Weowna300acre n
farm. WeworkthatfarmandFHAwasgoodwusbackaQ whmlwasbmmnl%o ‘55,
‘60 Iusedtohearmyfaﬁmrpra:semﬁuatﬁatmandall&wﬁxmgsﬁxey’ddmfmua
'Purchasethefarmforus,welxvedomtaxﬁlgotmyeducauonandmytwoszstersoff&xat
farm. A}fearago,reallyFebmaryf? 1994wemce1vedﬂusletterfmmm "Youlack |

' sufﬁment tranungandexpenence and educauontebesnccessful mfarrmngtoamuxe
‘reasonable re-payment for the loan requested Shack, if we've ever received one, the letter
wassenttdmjrmwiwis(harlakTyﬁerJr whoiségfa&ﬁaéeof A&TStﬁteUrﬁGersity | J
wzthama;ormagncultuxaleducaﬁon Ourfamﬂysentlumﬂiereso&mthecouldcomeback -
lmmeandoperate&xefarm Alongm&iourfarmwehavesomeoﬁxerfamﬂymthwho

have farms. I-Iecamebacktoope:ateaf‘arni\,ﬁieonlytiﬁng«hewasasldx_ngerwasoperaﬁng. -
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'money, not equipment. My faﬂner passed five year ago and lefta qhelter thh eqmpment. My
fathf:r]zfthxmalsotheland,wasntaskmgfchHAtopnrchaseanyland ]ustaslqngthemfor
, one&mg P}easegwemexwughmoneymbuymyseeds a fcwfertzhzers&\atlneed to
_ operate this farm I've read to you the letter that I received, Feb:uary 9,199 saymg to him
who was a graduate with a degree and passed them his resume with the apphcahon s0 they
would understand, he was 23 years of age, but he has a degree in agncultm'al education. A&T,
we sent him there, dlsaPPOHMg to us, but Iet me tell you what else happened along with that.
We thenhadto go outandseeko&merloastowedetermmedthatwure gonnasavesome |
black farms. Black hrmers n Northamptm County, there are only a handful of us Ic&_ Onlya A‘
handﬁﬂofusleftml\lorthampton(lonnty Ontyahandfulofus lef ordyahandﬁ:l Weare
detzmmled that we're gonna save some black farmers, help some young black fanners w}w
participate and be pmducnve. Sommwewentoutand, of course, we goto&texloans causeI
worked somewhere else and my stm s ;ﬁst a farmer, that’ sall he does, we produce chickens,
hogs, theentireopemt:on Sothm, hedxdthat, butﬂxenlappealed tlusproeessandlwmtea
letter to Washington, D. C. totheappeal ofﬁcerand 1 go’taletter back saymgthatlwas one
day too late, Thetxmmhad expired.. Oneda},&xetrme,andlreallydxdnthaveumemdoﬁus
‘cause rluswas February now. We need tostartplcwmg the fields Marchsowerea]ly didn't
] havealotofﬁme; Imsbshockedfor@ﬂiing,butthenlcaﬂeddndnobneevereven' |
- picked up the telephone to even to‘have §ympat}1y with me hd‘ say we're sorry, we just can’t
helpyouattlustimeanduyagammxtyear nuswasall andltbankyouforcommgbecause
I've had this on my mind, Ikepttlusletter I’mgonnakeepxt causelflevar,you know, retire, -

* Imight even write a book about how black farmers are being treated and for the opportunitie,s .
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that were not avaﬂable for black farmers inour, Northampton County, and I have a letter and
Ihaveall the apphcahons, Ihavext 1t styped Igottheenhre pro:ess thatwvefoﬂowedm

~ doing this and I wanted you to know that it wasn't fmr and I'm tellmg you it wasn't fair

. because I've got nexghbors down the road w’ho farm with FHA who are buying Iand and

| who’re buymg equipment and buy, and gettmg the money they need and yet they’ re able to

do so, but we own our land andwe can' tevengetopmhngmoney&omFHA. Whtm:tsays
, mﬂxepampl‘det, for youngfarmers,} gota pamphlet, gotxtmhere yonngfamm' Youre
interested in bemgavoungfanner ﬂaenFILAwanttc help Wherexsthe hetp’ Thank you

Dick Fowler

Rev, ]ohnson is next and then fo]lowmg Rev Iohnson will be Gladys Hodge

B_e__g.lamg M. Johnson, Lrtﬂeton NC
Mr. Cimrma:uflnught,lwould]ﬂcemyxeldmymtol\dr GaryGrant Ifthatsnot
perm:ssxblelwﬂlspeak |

Dick Fowler

I'msorry....
Rev. Johnson

'. IwouldhlﬁetoyieldmyﬁmetoMr.GaryGranﬁ If&\gtismtpemxiﬁblelwﬂlspeak.
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Dick Fowler

You may yxeld your time.

- Gary Grant, Concgnedcmzensof'l‘ﬂlgg LandLossFunQ, lelﬂN
"I'imnkyouRev Johnson. Corxgwswomendaﬁunand&aemry(}]mkum&usmﬂmsecm
'mhnngOdaysvn&\M.thhnanand,I shllwaltmgforsomeof&xepeoplewhosmt
you letters to hear ﬁomyouroffice'régardiﬁgmy father and my brother. I now will not only
- ihavetbspéakfomivfamﬂyanafhe‘cmmdcmzmomna&undusspuﬁd,buﬂaim
havetospeaknowﬁ:r&xeﬂahfax(lountyblackfarmer Beforeldoldontwamtotumﬁus
into a shouting match, We gotta keep ﬁnngsonthes&azghtandmrrow Theycungman who
. came from the State DepartmentongncultureIdont&tmkthatﬁ\esecrehry theStahc
| 'seuetaryshouldnotbeherewiﬂtwubecausethiswasamthertypesetﬁng He would not
havesentycu,buth*wouldhavebemlrmhlmself Tomysrster,OffanuJenlanszw
thmksthatcolormakesnodszerencelwmierwhyIhaveonmyanswermgmachmﬁbmher
for me to locate a fairr skmn:dNegroforhertoputanﬂerumanRelaﬂomGummlml%S
(offmikecomentbyMs ]mkms)Yesmaam,Ida I‘mmtoutoforder Weregeﬂmg
things straight here. Weretnllangabwtramsmﬁmtkeepsblackpeoplgfmmbemgableto |
survive. I wish for to make it known to you&omﬁteoutseg that I am speaking to you today
mb&aﬁd&wmm&dﬁﬁz@oﬂﬂkxy,hndﬁlgg!{hﬁd.éﬁdfhatlam.ihesonbf,
 Matthew Gran, Farenza Grant, and the brother to Richard D. Grant who is incapacitated to
| &wpohitﬁmthecarﬁmtbeﬁgreﬂﬁseve:ﬁngandimapa&tatedwmépointﬂmhehasno
morefaiﬂtinthissysmmofgovermmtﬂmfhastakeﬁlﬁslandawayﬁpmhknwfﬁlehems‘
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Halb"ax,thCamIma

n'ymgmmakeasetﬁemmt My famﬂyandlhave worked long and dﬂ;genﬂy for ﬁxepastzo
yearsboseesudlaneventtake placemﬂahfax(?cmtty North(:arolina,whereofﬁaalsfmm
Waslmgtom DC actually appearedataurdmrsteptohe‘arourexmﬁdaﬁng details and the
'.,vahdccsmplamm against the local, regmnal,andshxtc andnahanalagencm for theFarmers s
Home Administration. Wehaveleamedto&mxkofeverymoveonﬁxepartofﬂxet! S

p govemmemasamck,apre—tact,mda_waytosubterfugeacuonandmfor the black

’ farmmandlandownets,butoncmcumemdlﬁunkyourCongresswonundaymnfor |
| bmgmgﬂusmHahfaxComty,&xankyouSecremryGIMmforconnng Asablacksweaxé‘
: gomghotmstthatyourmohmforbemgherearesmcereandm Wehopeforand : |
wedemandswxftanddems:weachontocorrectandrechfyﬁxerecmtprachcesthathavelong N
chamchmzedtherelatonbetweenbhckfamasmdlocalFmHAofhaalsm&mSouﬂn‘ |
'Hopefuny,ﬂmpmblmwmesmusly addressed and resolved at t}nsReg;mtalListemng
Civil nghts Porumbe:mgheldthroughout the South. InH.aIxfax County thezssumarcdeep
and monumentat , total qchmlsegregahonmlw‘? ﬂxecomtsysmﬂxepohceandShenff 5
Depamnentarestzﬂusemmsndmus waysto-ccmrel and oppress black people 40% of f .
'Afncan—AmancansandBS% ofNative Am«mcans have income below the povertylevel. In
 fact, South African Apartheid does ot even describe the clandestine and openly racist actions
a@inst blacks and other minorities mHahfax County. Becanse the three major races here do

| notgotcsdwoltogeﬂier donotworship.tog‘eﬂmand‘ ﬂiaefdré,hax’rena&uesociélacﬁviﬁes -
‘togedxetnot even basketba]landfootbaﬂ blacksaresﬁllconszdered baboons, ignorant, and
mbodywantstosayttuswordmday but;ustplmnmggexs umt’sﬂxeqnoteﬂ\aisbeen
"ﬂoatmgarommdhere whodmtdmemmdmﬁngmm;fmymyandmem
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who have suffered the same actions and d:sczmxmahons stop to thmk or relent for. one |
moment we would be cnttczzed we wnuld be pramed thh hopdms and helplesms
Federal marshals and the Cmmty Sl:lenffs have mvaded our land and privacy at aimost any
.'unammncedm FnﬂiAhasalsostoppedchredxtbysupphersandoﬂmlmdmg
institutions. The [ocal Hahfax office demed ablack farmer I:vmg expa\ses because he refused
to ask his wife to mfhdrawfmmcoﬂege but instead ofgettmgour guns fike a lot of the
 farmers in the deest have done we have tried to find constructive and legal ways o

&addreés oﬁr probleirts 5 We' ha&e tried to address how we could ‘dAeveiOp ‘strategj to ovemoizw |
the short—term and kmg—term crisis of black land loss We have spcnsored anmlal Mlss Black
Earﬁ'l pageant mﬂxfmd-razsers out of these small amounts of money.s, we have been o |
welfare and social agremts of farmers whn could ot purchase gxmen&s, pay utxhty bﬂ.ls, buy
wood for heating, and pay Iggal Afegs. Wg havg paid these bills for black farmers out of
fundraising by the Land Loss Fundandthe Concemn szens of Tillery. We have sponsnrcd
local and regionai Lsmd Lock m‘m«s to.provide information, zegal.rsourcs,; and to teach
farmezshowtowntt wﬂ!sandhowtoavoxdpxtfaﬂsofhexred Iandandassxsted themmthe
maze for paper wotk for the appeal process of FmHA, The Grant famﬂy has found 1t “

. imperative to hnld monthly 'fa:mly meetings so that we can keep gachfamﬂy member abreast
and versed on every action against us by the U.S. Farmers Home Administration instead of
- watching our children perish acadenﬁcaliy and xnself-eswemwe  sought to teach even our

” ymmgstﬁamﬂy membersthevalueofﬂlelandandto scekoccupatlonshkebecommg
lawyers. Five minutes is indecd much to short a time in which to cxmvey the hardships the

black farmers endure every day at the hands of the racist agents of FmHA, We leave you with
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| ‘these sugg&tmns and demands Enough studws have been donc about black farmem but itis .
time for the USDA to mke the leaders!up role in addxessmg this pubhc pohcy issue from the
soaal econonuc, envuonmtal, and political and pub]m health itnpact on farme:s and the

- farm community. Loan data ﬁ'om farm service agency should be made ava:lablc to academic
tesearchers for quanhtaﬁve studzes with appropnahe smgua:ds to prete:t mnﬁdenbahty I

" have two letters here, from the Umversxty of North Carolma, one from Norﬁx Carolina A&T, |
twopmfessorswhoaremﬂmgwtakeﬂusastepfurmer The short- temlemergencyfundsbe :

made avaﬂable for black farmers is currenﬂy in trmzblc In the long-term, ﬁnanmal and land

compensation for black farmers who have lost thezr land in the past due to FmHA s demal of

_ "therr civil nghls This money should be mmparable to the $205,000 00 loans in 1964 to the
Scott Hill Recreahnn Assocxahen mScoﬂand Neck, Nm:th Camhna by Farmers Home
: Admxmstranonat 5% mterestfor40 years, tobmldapnvate golf club andcouzseand&xe
.$15,250 000.00 a guaranteed Ioan in March of 1976 by Famms Home Adnumstrahonto Frank
Perdue to finance the comu'uctton of Perdue Poultry Plant in I.ewxston, North Carolina that
‘}now cripples the greater majority ofhlackwomenm th:sarm Wealscmakemtetl‘xat:f these
huge loans were being made is when the gmtest attack on black farmers began m’d:us region.
That money be made available for the spec:al progxams to help heach young people about the
value of land and the proﬁtabﬂxty of agx'kculmral and non-agrmxltural land develop and to
help replenish a black landownmg popuhhm of young black farmers. That the officeof
- Congresswoman Ciaybon and Sccxcta:y Glickman send represmtanves o ihe upconmg.ﬁla‘ck‘
" Land Lost Sumnit March 20, 21 to be held in Tillery, North Carolina in 1997. To'immediately

. release Matthew Grant and Richard D. Grant from the clutches and personal vendettas of these
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| local FmHA racist a‘genté. This ﬁmmt inducies letters atta;k_xédto you to help you, 'm
sorry, this staterent includes atl:ached Ietters foryour help from people 2CT0SS the country
and finally, Mr. Secretary, we the Grant family, want the job and the position and the pension
~ taken away from Billy Ba_iﬁh@n Rxchard T. Duke, Manlyn C. Holleman, Wﬂham R. Daniels,
Sydney Long, Jr. ﬁrho as receﬁtly as theotherday :efafred tomy family, 'm gethng emotional
right now, Il get th‘eie, who referréd to ixiy faniﬂy, and1 qixoté “ as the most ﬁonysome
family he had ever dealt with, always squawhng to some agency or other” and this has been
wzt}mthepastmdays Wemnt&cpbofﬁabert(?abise whnhad the audacrtyto wearﬁ'xat |
necktie depicting th.at confederaﬁe militia mazchmg in vxchory wzth the Confederate Flag
waving at my father’s ﬁnalappealheanng,andforﬂlmrahuseandpammpahm mﬁxelong
suffering and deshoyedhves notonlyofmyfamﬂy,butofa}ltheb!ackfamm that they have
put out of business i in Hahfax Coun'cy and makmg it nnpossxble for biack faxmers to pmwd
for their famxly Thank you very much

Dick Fowler

Gladys Todd and then next will be Jasper Jones.

-Glagg Todd, Zebulon NC |

Good evening everyone. I praxseGod thxs evening from who lall bl&ssingé ﬂowbecause truly
i it's a blessing that He has prowded mdxvxdua]s likeCongresswoman Pyle, ah, M;tss Clayton
andcﬁrSecrémryGIick!xml,to give maﬁbp?mtmﬁtﬂdsitdcwnaﬁdt&lktoge&xer’cause
really my family, I'm here on the, my name is Gladys Todd from Zebulon, North Carolina and

- Pagels.
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Imhereonbehalfofmyfamﬂyandso manyotherfanulmﬁzatlhaveheardofand&mtl

know about that have lost their homes and theu property because of funds that they received

| ~ from the Farmers Home Adnnmstranon. 1 have two questions I would like to address this

- evening., Number one, what quahﬁes a farmer to have a debt set aside or canceled nwest" |

Wewere tald thatwehadcoﬂateral ﬂterefore,ourdebtmuld mtbesetasxde Wehada -
famﬂyofsncchﬂdxmfourmcouegeatmm twomiughschool They were in college B
mﬂybecauseﬂ\eyweremrtenoughwetaught&lemtobesmaﬁencughtoworkﬂteuway |

ﬂ ﬂ)roughbecausemwerenotmakmgermgbtosendthem 'Iherefoxe,ﬂxeyweremmllege, |

\ wehadtowork,also Dayandmght]usthokeep&mgsgomgathomeandtokeep,helpkeep ‘
kthemgmng. Bﬁlcollectorswerecallmg,weoouldnotsausfyaﬂoﬂhm Myhusband,w}m
the&\xeehoysbecameoldenoughtoworkweheardaboutFamwrsHomeAdmusimhonhad @
auﬁleseﬁmdsﬂmttheywexegmhelpﬂlefarmm-s &mefore,hemcreasedhzstobacco A

a]louxmt Iwasworkmg with the Ann-Poverty Agencytned toheip o’cher people with

problems. I hardly knewwhatwasgmngonattmnmandaﬂof asuddenmyhusbandtoldme ;

we had bogotoFarmmHomebecausewereaboutmloseeveryﬁ\mgwehadandldxdn‘

know what to do but ezy. Ihasbeenan'emmdousexpmenceformyfamﬂy. Wehadtoggta-
secondloanﬁomFamCreditihofderto_saﬁsiy semepértsofsémg oftheloan‘s;ﬂ\atwe_ | |
received from&éFWHome‘Adnﬁnistraﬁqn. The, wehadtomakeﬂmse paymentseach E
year,wehadtomakeﬂxeFa‘rme:sHome‘loan payments eachyearbecausewecouldn’t get

zmnejr, get any additional funds to farm with. My hx;sband'ﬁzas a gcod smart f.gfmer when
mﬁrstgmiﬁérriéd,butheb‘ecameasodisgustedunﬁlhédidn’tevetﬁv#n’:blookafafaim

and] cani:;tde!rsf:and it. We also live under the threat of losing some of the propei‘l:y that we,

Page 26 |
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had accumulated mgeﬂmrmaddmontosompmperty&omhxsmoﬂm we were threatened
byFarmzranmetolosesameofthanfwedldn’tmakethepayments. Qumhonmmtbertwo ‘
if a farmer has been. fomedwceasefarmopamhomyetpayﬂxwawaomaccumuhheddebt |
.>wherensthemoneyconungﬁ'ompluspaythemterest7 Whyﬁusmlerestlwouldhkem ‘
kmw can’t you-caricelled it Wewa:tedtwnyearstogetﬁieﬁmlmformuoncnwhatwe
would havetopay Farmers Home annually Wewa:ted now, two yearstogetﬁns
’mfomnahonﬂwnwhmwegntﬂxemfmmaﬂonwearehavmgmwtopay$20,90000&year
 'Weare,bo&mfusaremouréﬂ’s,payﬁo,ﬂmmayearfmttusnﬁezmtthatwewaﬁedfmfm _
.hvoyearswhmhwasmtourﬁaultmé&xeo&\erdebtthatweowetoFarmersHom |
Administration. Ncrw,lwould hkebohwwifanyﬂung canbedone about&usmterest,xf
northmgelse. It has beensodszessugtome,Ihavepmyed Ievenaskedﬁxelmdfortlusday
andthenwhentinsziaycameldxdntevenkmwwhereiwasconungtoﬁusmommg,today,
‘ was;ustfoﬂowmgmyhusbandandmyson,btztI‘msogladI’mhereandguta chameto say
- thefewwordsﬂmlhavesaxd,butIdop]antosendmemfozmahonbecause&uslastymI
startedmmhngaleﬁertoPresxderﬁClmmbmuseIhavebeenvery,sodepressedﬁlatlasked
the Lord what should wedo? And the only reheve that1 got was, the Spmt spoke tomeand - |

| wdlownac}mpelcml OOO}ullsand:fyouwﬂlservemeﬂltakecaremdﬁ\atandﬂmtls

. just what the Lord has done, he has helpe:l us,heenabledusto send our chﬂdxentoconege, :

our oldest daughter is a ped1amc:1an in Charlston, S(mth Carohna and is domg we]l all the
others are out of CO]nge. If it was not for them helpmg us we would have lost everythmg that
we evexorwned but e are mtthmrresponsibﬁxty Thankyou.

‘Page 27

az'd ‘ ’ 0G1ZE/0616 'ON Y94 - 301440 AIWLS SOUN YOSN - Md BE:ED M J6-B2-NMr


http:2D,ooo.OO
http:beertfatted.tO

L C Cooge:, Warrenton NC

e c»amghwmmmgfm |
Haly'ar. Nwh Camx’m E

f'mcknnwgg | | |
B ]aSPﬁ:IasPer]mﬁ,nexthﬂbe]C.Cooper,Elsm,Imsorry

ones, G oNC | | o
-Mr Chanma:n,l Iasme}ona Thmmustbeanustake Theremnstbeanoﬂmex]asper

\Iones‘ Idxdn’t

chkFowIez | |
| ’Thankynusu Mr Cooper nextmllbeDeloresAmason

| .'i‘Cnngr&womanGaymmSweWythknml’mLCCooperﬁometomNorﬂt o
" Carolnw,WarrenCounly Iappearedmoneofﬂxesepmgrammﬁeptemberoﬂ?% Secretary
-Moosewas&mandgladtoseebaﬂas&m&\hereagambaﬂas Igotﬂxesamespeechagam,
- Ihiswrymghtrepeatxtself,younughtget&uemessage&usmagam I’mmtgom\areadl L
~-amgomgbalmvehmefcrscmebodyelse butIdowmtosayﬁmtheDepamnentaf B
‘Apaﬂhnepromotesﬁ\em——--——agnmlmre I’mﬂtezmmedm’eepast?res;dmtofNorﬂ\
CarohnaOrgachapImprwmemAssomauonwhmhmmogmzedﬂuoughoutﬂlemﬂd I
gewpeamitsm1993 IsluppedShmsofpeaxmtstoﬁxeNeﬁmlandsformoreﬂmnSOeerﬁsa f
'pmmcL IwaspenahzedbytheUSDonerﬁSOOO(l)fcrgrowmg&mpeanmsbecausel
d:dnthavemaﬂotment yetthemaxketmsmNemedands not in the United States. Now

0wewerecreahx\gamrketouimdeof&xecountryandyoupromotedandsmdmgmoneyfor ' |
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the stable égxinultme, orgaiﬁcismdm int’ensc thanw but yet youaredomga
d:s;usucetot!w org.mxc growexbypenahzmgﬂmnfor growing orgamc pmducts which is not
emmkeﬁdmtheUmtedShtes ByﬂwsametokenyoumrccexvmgmﬂqunﬂedStatxs
R peanutbutterandother peamxt by-productsbyﬂmemyof(:anadaandyou help depletethe
mketforyommmmemalpeanuts,butyetatthesamehmeyouwmtopmalmefarmers

_ forgrowmgargamccmpsandsluppmgﬂmabmad 1did not file a lawsuit for this because |
| my]awyerwas,'hadtﬁmedmajudgeandbroﬁmrFrankBazmwamedaretainer&e sl
dldn’thave &emoneyﬁopayiumﬂ\atafberipmdm $15,00000toevensellmycropsol’

gnnnaputmarequestforarefund&cremryofmymsoﬂﬁm Thankyouverymuch

- Dick Fowler

Delores Amason and then next will be Stanley Hughes.

Delores Amason, H‘M |

GoodevamgCongxesswoanamSeaewryGhdunmandoﬂmsmﬁlepmd We

- appreciate your being here. Wereghdyuurehere Weare}mpmgyouarenotadollarshort

: andadaylabe,never&:elesswa’regladyomhem IamDelor&sHarveyAmasom I'ma
member of the Harvey faxmly IlwemHahfax County, spe:xﬁcaﬂym’ﬁllery, Nar&l Carolina.

' Ifyoucantﬁndus]ustlook-onﬂle‘lntemet Wevebeenonourlandfor,smnel% You've
}mrﬂmostoimecmmwntsthatlwasp]mmmgmmakeandlpmtwanttoaddacoupleof

- things. Acomxtryﬂmtcanbaﬂontanyforezgxcomxtry thatcanbaﬂoutanyaummdusu'y

_ andﬁndamsonbo]ushfyxtcaxmotmupwxﬁxanyresources to help the people to put food
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on your table this mommg and who are responsxble for most of the clothes you are weanng | ‘
' ‘tomght there is somethmg wmng wrtb that system_ Now the older Fannexs Home
| ' Admmxstrahon my undersmndmg was supposed to be alender of last resorts. Iknow ‘cause]
-used to work, I workcd right in the farm omwrshxp loan dmsmn, I've seen many a }oan
docket. Mr. thkman,lusedto wmk fcrtheSecretary’s ofﬁce to0. 1’veseemmanyother
complam’s It's supposed to be a lender’s last resort, but in my cstxmatwn it seems to me that
we sh:fbed f:om that last resort thing to an opxmon of kick ‘em bankruphcy wait for them m
| default,andﬂlentakeﬂmland Weli,myfatherhasbeenon&us Landm:eimmdoneof
thema;ornnstakeshemadewashehadallg:rlsandyoulmowﬂzebmm world doesnt
Tecognize women fot anythmg, much less for farrmng £0 nobody wanted to }mlp we women
| play this farm and as I sas.d theme s four generanom of us, we're still on the same land and
| there's a lot of his sweat, my, moth’er’ $ sweat tear, and ha;rd work wentinto this'land : |
kruptcywasnott}manswexforanybody Ifyou cmﬂdpay ﬁxebankmptcy you could have :

paidﬁenyournom,butmbody wantedtohaar that ﬁlatwasﬂxeﬂnngandﬁmtheoﬁwr
pmblem I have is that the baxﬁ:mpbcy laws, the Chapter that was written specxhcally,

expressly for farmers was poorly wnthem 1t was pocrly pln'ased and most of the attomeys you

couldn’t even mterpret it much more admmzster it, vbut still, paople were chaxged that

] exorbitant fee farthebankmpﬁty Mostcfthepeople who gotmtoba:ﬂsmptcyhadto end up

: ]usthkewedldsu&mng (end ofs:del) hcwareyougonnaf.arm:fyou don’t have any
eqmpnmt? Tell m.e how you're gonna doit. Example, back in the early 70’s the same |
Farmm Home Admu‘ustrahon adv1sed my father you need to expand, you need to have more :

. collateral in order to quallfy for operating funds Speafxcally, they told hun to go down on
Page 30
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~ Roanoke River and build a boat ramp. Now you know where‘kRoanqké River is mellery
build a boat fanip, OK? Later on mthe 80’s ‘, the State Ofﬁcers from Ralelgh came down and
met with us and conceded that that advice was not good ddvice, but later they further

: detemmedtmtztwas not donemtenhomllymm any harmmmmd. Inorder o get '
opmmngundswehadtobuymoreland Notabletobonowmoneyasoﬁmrfarmers Stilt

A*managmgtopayaﬁfﬂmtnote scImsaymg:fyoure&mﬂong&natIscmdemoﬁmalﬁus
evemngyou re nght, OK, and if you're ﬂnnkmg we're concerned about working to help save

this land you' renghtandﬁym&xn&weregormagetwakorgweupyourew'mng

" Dick Fowler

Stanley Hughes. Foﬂowing Stanley Hugtm wﬂibe Evéiyn Powell.

______gﬂj;x_gh ,HtudleMHNC
' Goodaftemo:m I‘mStnnleyHughes afamerfromOrangeCauntyandIhaveagreat

| ‘outstandmgloanWl&!PHAmynmﬂlermmtgagehaEGacr&ssolcmﬂdbuﬂdahoghouseand

uwentunsuccessfulandthenlhledbankmptcy 'I'hathasntphasedoutandl’mbackw

. square one. Iﬂnnkdlfannershere I’vebeent!mhngaboutthlsaﬂweekabouthowfanners
| are;usthkecocame.addmts &eygotanymoneyboputonafammf&xey’ve gat$200000m A

| farmneeded ﬁxeyputltout’dme. IMvemeonghvo;obsforlSyearsand that's been
gomgonwﬂxfarm,onﬂxefarmtrymg_tomakmtandfhaventmade;tarudmythmgxs1fyou

| gonnatakethefarmﬁommeyou'lltakeita‘ndsellitt;ahotherfarmerfor&xeappraisedvalue
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| why can't I get the money and let me have it back for the appraised vé@ﬁe. That's all I have to

say Thank you.

- Dick Fowler -

Bvelyn Powell and next will be Oscar Gary.

' Evel Powell Roc ount NC
)Good aftemoon. homrah!e panel rn hurry up.: My name is Evel}m Powell Tam hexe
represenmg the concemed mnzens of Edgecombe Connt.y and my gnevame isa httle bnt ‘

- different from what you've heard prekusly I’m here gnevmg about the hogs, OK Ihave I |
a ama hfelong res:dent of Edgecombe County, Ihave hved mmy present home for 15 yea:s, my o |
, farmly and I, and I have a daycare center adjacentto my Iwme Ithas beenmoperatxon for 10 -
yeats. Ahogfarme: decxded hewaxmdmpu’c 6,009hogsm&ont of my daycare cenber and

I'm here also across the street from my daycare center is the church t‘nat Iattend, so the hog
farm would be nght belund the church across fmm my center. I have a]mady Ios’c busmess,
A amﬁueatenedtohave toshutdom Iwastherebeforehewas,l’dlﬂ(eto kmwxftlmexs ‘
anythmgﬂaatyou candooranytl'nngyoucansaytnhelp usmthecomumty toheipstop
o these hog farmers from coming in and pollutmg our air, our water ourland. We are now

; bemg forced to relocate We need to sﬁap They can come in, they don’t have to get any

permits ox anyllung I'ma daycare opa-amr and owner I'm licensed by the State of North
 Carolina. Every, manyandeveryﬁmgﬁzatldolhavetobe getpet:mssxonfromsomebody

Now he can come in and shut me downmamatte:ofmonﬂxsand I’vespokenbeforethe
"Page3\2
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‘Legxslature I have ‘"poken to my Cmmty Healﬂz Board my County Camnusmongr, Wa&r
Quality out of Rale;gh, had a demonstraUOn in f.ront cf the HenLo Farms in Rocky Mount.

Nobody seems to hear us. It's not only happenmg in my comumty, it's happenmg in other

- surmund.mg conmmnm& and there’ sgotto he somethmg thatwe cando or you cando to

help us stop tlnscontanmmahon ofuurhvelihood So if merexsanythmgl wﬂlforward more -
meormahontoyou.xboutthatfcrthesakeoftmeandlwouldliketoseemtalkmth

somebody relative to this as so0n as possrhle Thank you.

Dick Fowler Fuwler

Thank you very much. OscarGary, foﬂcwmgOscatGarymllbeEnulyPerkmm IsOma:r
Garymtheroom" You maybemahngycurwaym the mike and Imynotrgcogmzeyou.
OK, let's move to Frnily Perkms:m next w111 be Charles White, Is Emily Perlnnson, Emily

Perkinson? OK, C‘.lurles W}nte followmg Charles Whﬁae will be Mark Reese

Charles Wlute Lawg_gggnll_____

Mr. Chairman, Congresswoman Claytén, aner Secxetary Mynamestharles Whlte I’
from Brunswick County, Vngnu& Thethnggsthatlhave heard here tonight theyf:e true. Back
mwmwmtmaaesmnswick@mym‘nfﬁceandappﬁedfo:aloanmgxécmhnd. |
| Ydu’renotgomxabeﬁevewhattheysaidﬁutithappened Tf@daylWa&edin&eﬁrsttlﬁhg |
hétoldmewasyoudontquahfy Camotuseouxservmbecameynuremthemﬂltaxy I
satdyeah,butyomlmksaysaslongaslmfamunguueeyearsafwﬁnedoseofﬂtelandl
qualify. ﬂwytoqktheapphcahonandIgussabout%dgystheycalledmbocomem They

R ‘_Page33
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motemealetterandtnldmetocomém,?:omeonm,mdwecanta]lowyoutouseour
. -mmbcmuseyoudonthaveanyapenm Isaldno Iwamtralsedonafaml,butlwas
V.raxscdmafarmaxeaandI'vebemamundfamungaﬂmylﬁeandmymfewwrmsedona

- farm so I don’ thaveﬂaeexpmenceslmhas Mutﬂwydxdntknowwasﬂ\atlhadconmcted
somepeopleﬁmtworkedﬁienemm mehavmgbeanmﬂ:emﬂltarylhadnwtalotof
d:ﬁermtpeopleandlhaveatendencytomakearostm‘ofpeoplelmeetsowhenlneedﬁme
serwcmlcanalwayscaﬂ&mm ()neguylmetwasaCountySnperwsor,theo&xeronelnmt B
wasaD:stnctDlrectorsaanyway,we,oneafﬂwmsnpphedmzm&xfederalreg&ﬂaﬁonsand
'bybemgmammmryx usedtogethngregu]at:onsandlamusctnkeepmgrecordssol
| kePtmcordsandIdealtmthﬂxeseregxﬂahons Sothenlmttlushtﬂew}uteboyand hewas
domgwhatlmntedmdosahegavemeacopyoﬂnsfarmplanﬂutﬂmeyhadﬁnamedﬂxe
ywbefoxesomlpmmedmyfmmmmmtwouldﬂvcauseldmn'thaveacash ’
ﬂow,butwtmtlhaddone!hadgonebankandlhadchangedwcentsheteandmmtsﬁtete
andadollarﬂlere,tuldmertwouldn’tﬂy Soﬂ'xenlwemtoseeah,lwasta]kn\gtoMr Lee,
genﬂemannghthere hemldmetogoseeamanbyﬂaenameofShrtswhmhwaslooked
. upon, pmbablyanexpertonwnmgfamplans cashﬂows,solwentmdhewrotemeaplan
 ' ‘awupleofweekslaterwhmtlgotbacksald1twasntgom1aﬂy Butwhatlcouldntteﬂhxm
washey,yourelymgman,solwenttoseethemmovertopofhm\whchwasthebmtrwt
Director, heserﬂmbacktoﬁxe&unty,smdyougoﬁagoback. ThenIgctoRldmond they |
send me back to the County man, I said no! Thmlendupgoingtb[). C. They wouldn't tafk
 to me, either, They sent me back to the County man. Racism is imbedded in FHA, just like we

had ]imC'meaws,FHAMSsﬁpervisors ﬂ\athavelwoulgtsay unwritten laws thatare
~ Page 34 k
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desxgned to hmder blacks. Now,mBnmswxck County we have blacks that are goodfaxma:s
WehadaCountySupervxsorﬁwtwasone,mwlhatetosaythxs noIdonthatetcsayﬂus )
. either “cause it's true. ‘Ihmtewasonecfthelymgestmnﬂmteverwalk@d&efaceufc;ods
greenear&landlpmvedlt Nowlhaveaﬁleonl‘umandthethmgsthatl’mheﬂmgyoulcan
prove. Iwentstepbystepuulmngsomof wassuppomdtobesomeof&xebestmmdsm
FHAandeentby hmsupposedgmdehnes Idontwdntahandout Theorﬂythmngant!s‘
‘fo:H{Atcgoby&:egmdelmes If'FHAgoesbythegmdehn&sweblackfarmerscmﬁdmake
it, but when they deviate and when they does things under the table from behind closed doors.
theyaredesxgnedforustofaﬂ yeahwegomwthandmeresonethmgI‘dhkctosawar
Grant, nghtcnandl’mmyomcomer Idon’tknnwwhat good Icandofuryou, letmekmw |
I’dliketosayto&xeman&utwastaﬂmgaboutthebankssmdmgﬁxelom,sendmg&wpre—
approvedapphcaunmaboutaca:,lcanteﬂyouwhyameyd;dthat,buddy Causetheyknow
mthreeyearsthatmr’sgomxaendupon&mmnkpﬂe Thecarwaﬂmduponﬂmepmkpﬂe

butlandisanatural resource and&eydon’twantyouwhaveﬁ,thankym |

Dick Fowler

Mark Reese. Following Mark Reese will be V’man Wamm. .

Mark Reese, Kenbridge VA | | |
 Good aftemoon good Congressman Eva Claytdh, Secretary of Agriculture Dick Glickman. We
‘have spent all evening listening to the various complaints and I think that all of us are old

enough to reahze that we live in America, there has alwaysbeendiscxv‘uninatiom‘ there will
Page3s
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| -alwaysbedzscrnmnam Ti':equeshonmwhataxewegomgto doabount’ Mmt:sﬁxe
: USDAgmngtodo'? Ihmparhculaxfommmapm—acuvestcpm&mnghtdmchmn What we

needtadoasawholeBmkeaﬂofthesecomplamjswwehavelward sortﬂ\emout,andput

o ,&xemostcompemtpeoplemﬂneplaceshohelpmakeﬁ\emostpmﬁtabledemsmnsfmour

- farmers. Iamnotahgfam Igotmto,lgrewupmthefarmandgotfamungamdmﬂy | S

from another business, bntI’mgladbecauseﬂwLordhasawayofdlrecungusmaparhaﬂar
4derechontlmwecanbemosteffcchve momparucularfarmandhstemngmﬂlemdmduals
mthﬂzehomrstonm;muhavetoreallyaoquiretas:etobeafa:mer Thccasywaycntzsget
agood]obworkmgmﬂ\(;ovmmmnt,thatyougetgoodbeneﬁts thatyoucandm look |

' good smeIIgood anddoaﬂofﬁleﬁtmgsﬂ\atweallwouldhketodomhfe Unfortunately,
allofnsdontchoose&tatpa:ucularroute, 'I'hepeoplethatdec:detobefarmersaretbemes
" ﬂtatma]ontyofﬂiemgrewupfarmmgandthatwasapassxonfor&xem. Farmmgteaclu

| usalotofgoodthmgsmhfe responsibﬂxty teachesyouworkeﬂncs andltﬁaadtesyouabout
themdependemenfemrepmmslup Whatallofusarereallysaymgheretodayxst}mtm
»woxﬁdlﬂcetohaveafarmmgoperahonﬂwceaimenmghpmﬁtsowewonthavethese :
unnmsaxypmblmofemnonucfaﬂum Whatlﬂ\mkneedstobedonexsmeUSpAmn
look favorably fowardvdeveloping programs whereby the farm.s that have inadé(fu;ate cash |
E flow and does ﬁbt have theallohmems ne;éssarytocreate ez}pugh‘prq:&t and.cashi:mme‘to
substantiate youanﬁyomfanﬁly’s th\g-mcpmmidtopaij'ompiﬁmiplésandyém
mhermtanyourloan. Mmlhstenmanof&mcstoneslhearaboutﬂlehatdﬂnpthatm
hadbasedonthemoneyﬂmtwerece:ved Aslsmdagam&uacounnyhasalustoryoframm

" We'renot going to eradiicate this tonight, tomorrow night, and I'm regretful to say that this is.a
Page 36
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problem that’s going to be thh us until we die. What can we do about it? Weneed |
alternative ashaqps f‘drv farmers that haveland but they a‘cs not i&&é the allutment that this
geﬁﬂanah spoke of to do anythmg with and you are greatly ﬁenali..zed, 315,000.00 is 2 whole
- lotof money. Tcould live nn&mt for ayear. Mosl of us conld that'son a farm because of the
activities that we're involved in. We I{ave. to as young farrners and after gomg back w the
farm and with tobacco and horses and other things that I’xﬁ expeﬁmenﬁng with, I'm in the
autommobile business, o what you seid about the automobiles i right. Unfo:ttun'ately, I'min
the mdush'y butrt’s alsoanmdasny that could takewerythmgﬂxat youmxdyourfamﬂy
wouldemownsmvcasa gmnpofpeoplcneedm developaltemaﬁvecashcmp&
: Altemat(vecrops needstobemarkemd it needstohave supportorgammd &zwughthe 4
USDA. Back some years ago when the universities and colleges in our surrounding areas was
assisting our local farmers and I-heard stories about the 30's and the 60's when things were
goodsometlmgwentwmngﬂxen Atﬁxatparhcularhmealotcftheftmdswasﬁxmded
awayfmmﬁnesumllmshmhms thatgaveushandsonexpenmandhelp and it was a local
mvestment from these local msnmuons byhawngmdmduals that weat to schgolthatgrew‘
up in the community, that went to these schools and wotked hands on with ﬂmse schoo}s to
| vdevelop programs to make fazmmg profitable. Rega:dleés of what kind of game plan we put‘
toggther until there’s enoughcashand pmfxtmthc crop Mﬁweareraisingtoéérﬁce our debt
wearenevergo:inabeahletoaverco:ne&mesﬁgmabfyeai&ﬁeiyearoflossihéurféms |
Now, whoever desxgned the program I don’t know. It’ s really n'relevant now. Unfmtunately..
foralotofuswereadaylateandadullarslmrtandunhlwedevclopasagroupan
alternative cash crop i:ohelpuseﬂzelandandtomakeour!andproﬁtabletlmesnoloan

Page37

g 518616 ON W9 301440 TIMIS SOUN BOST  Wd 2b:E0 (M L6-B-NOT


http:15,000.00

' MWMFM ,
HaI;faz,NwtkCarolma o

necessary thene s 10 abxhty that any, xt’s notlung anybody cando to acmally make your farm
| | play,. work. The enly ﬁungthatm]l reallyhappen xsyou’ll go deeper and deeperm debt and
until we get an allotment re-worked and ability for individuals ta makea decentlxvmg

~ pmﬁtabﬂy )omt in hand i m our commumty and I will set thataﬁer this. V‘z:gmxa Stabe
University and I'tm from Virginia, as long as you have the commumty and the mstmmons not |
being funded cmectly so that mﬁ)mlahon can be gotten out to the farmers for their pﬂot |
programs and dexmnstmbnns set up to help encourage, not to ]ust say we have a progam

| that 5 avaﬂablc for money, but a program rhat can be v:able, that can create the profit and
income needed to malke a farm operatmg prohtably Now, a]luhnenfs will maed to be

' mcressed fundsneedstobeaccessxble,andl’ve wcrkedmthFHAforamuple ofyearsand

thestomthatlheardaboutallofﬁ\emarethesameanovert}nscounw,soUSDA whatare -

you gonna do about it?

- You want to tell us what cash cro;i_é'youihave? '

Markae |

. _Whatevercashcmpl have,lhavenospemﬁc cashcrop Its whatever thatcanbe&evelopedm

- make this idle land that's sﬁhngarmmd becauseﬂlemdmdual&\at’s getbngﬁtema;ontyof
thecompmsaﬁonazeﬁzemdxvxdualsﬂlathavethelargefarmsand&tefarms&mtaresmaﬂdo 1:

- nothave mougi\allotrner&onthemhosubstanhateﬂwropemhng oveﬂnead
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' Dick Fowlet

Vivian Warren pmdon, that's ﬁne thank y(m

| '____W!‘I-Coolgg TIL Petersburg, V. v (a_tmg” fa:Vivianwm , S;-;:dlngAl |
ChamnmCongreswommSeaetaryGhdmamandmembersofﬂ\epanel My namexs ,
Robert H. Cooley, TTL. Vm an attorney from Virginia and I'm happy to be here on behalf of
Vivian Warren whn’s father is a client of mmc and who's £ather was also a cl:ent of my
)fathzr’s I've been kmwmg ’dus fam:iy for about 2 years. My father represented ﬂm and o
now I do. We are he:re because of thxs mvx’caﬁon, but I'm ahn concemed that aom:e other
‘ gemlemansaxdthathehad a&endedaprevxouspmgamsmﬂarto&usandmtmsure '
anytinngchanged buton]annarylovl9920nbeha1faftheWamnfamﬂywewbnutaeda |
complaint of racial dlscnmmahon by the Farmers Home Admxmstrahon toU.S. Department
of Agriculture, attention Ms. ]'enny M. Pi:nlhps, D:rechor We've not heard a word since 1992
mﬂxreSpecttotluscomplmnt Asama.tterofﬁactsubsequentmﬂnammeﬂusfamﬂyhasbem
threatened with foreclosure and so we fxled another complamt in yrmr office in May of 1995
- Stll haven't heard anything. Inthe meanhmﬁ, the famxly has not_ha_d operaung loaqs, we're
ot askingforany operating loans anyﬁxc}ré,weﬁa; 't been aﬁleto getthém smce1985 and | A
. S0 snmeﬂmwevebeenableto ﬁnanceﬁxefaxmopemﬁonalbeﬁnotatﬁxesamelev&butmn ’
problems are very, very represmmtrve of the systemm problcms involved here. Mr. Warren is |
from Southampton County, Virginia, same county in which Nat Turner’s insurrection in 1831 -
- was suppressed. Since that tlmeblackpeopk in &MM&W, Virginia have had hell

to pay. Excuse mcbutﬂlat’s&me only way I can put it. TheFannersHomesystembfallowing
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| local supervxsors to have ’che v-xrtually the mm, the camplete control you ve heard someoné
: speak abouthow he's gcnewthe D:stnctsand theShte, commg backhothelocal Thelocal :
| supexvmors here have been. devastaung to black people in Southampton County Mr Warren |
 hada 1oan from a commercxal bank in 1970 before 1970, but segregation was still in existence
: atthatumesoheapproamedﬂmschmi bcardandaskedﬂteschool boardmallowlus
. cluldrento ride the s(:hool.buses like ﬁtewhlbe kids were doing. The next day ﬂtelocalbank

called him in and sa:d what have you done? Do you reahze you can‘t  get anymore money

' from this bark? Asamatteroffactwecou}dhavecaﬁedmtheloanamsonoonee]sewmxld<

give hmcredxtandhehadtogotofannexs}iome Whenhewerrtbo FarmersHomehegota -
-~ loan. Asamatteroffact,hewaeabletogetqu:teafewupmtﬂl%?. Thereafter hewas
unable to getloans, we"ve heard &xe reasons why, your Fa:mers Home plan is not adequate I
- have Farmers Home plans wluchl warked on personaily I’ve been a United States
Magistrate for five years. Iwasthe ﬁrstblackpxdmalnfﬁcer mVirglma, on a federal berch,
~ andl haveseenregulahmxs,lhave beenmtheUmtedStaﬁes Army, I’maremedheute:mu
* colonel. I have worked with mgulauons, govemnrml:al regulano:ns, I've wrm some, but
| whmimﬂymgmexplamtomychentwhatattadxmm pageSofamdmentl toexhxb1tAef
sub-part 5 sectxon 1951, can you expect these fam\ers to undmvtand what these thmgs mean"
Your system:s demgxedtocauseﬂmsepecple tobefaﬂuresandsoyourreguhhm,
your regulatxcns might have to be that way because of fhe ftmdmg, you can cerlmnly create
handbooks, you can certainly create Iearmng opportumhes s0 fo]ks will kmw what they’ re
signing and so when the local supemsorsays here, sign that, they don’t know what ﬁaey’re

doing. They're putting their entmely livelihood at stake. Money was tight, bills were unable to
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| bepmd Tinslady, Ms. Wamn emothex dledm1989 Mrs. Warrenwasthelady whowas
keepangthebooksandthe recordsforherhnsbandwhﬂehewasfamung Tlnsmnwasa
masberfarmerwho EorSOyearsh:sfannwasnnland&athlsfatheromdfor'iﬂyearsbefore

- kum. Allnght,ﬂ\e pomtxsl’verunoutofume We' vebeenchargcd nowmthdefaultmthe
loans that&usmamwvergot We pomtedﬂusoatm our 1995 complamtto your ofﬁce The,
Mr Waxrenxsdhteﬂte. He cannot read orwnte Whenwefoundout about ﬂusforeclosune

| busmesswelookedmhmﬁleandwesaw&uthehasbeenchargedfcrloamthntheneva
recewedandnow}wsbemgchargedwxﬁidefaulhngonthelomﬂuthenevergotbecause -
_someonee!semmt have chargedloanstolusaccountandﬂmParmers Home Admnustrabon
hasdomno&xmgexx:eptsub;ectﬂusfamﬂympressure. ‘IhzsladydlecLImsure,becausenf |
thestressfromnothavmgbeenabletopayﬁmeblﬂsandmreheffmmthegovermmt Mr.

| : Wmmsayszfyoucanttmstthegovemmentwhnmelsecanyc»utmst? I’msorryl'moutof
txmel']ltrytogettoanothersechonhetewhmwecandxscussﬁus butI m praying, not only
on behalf of the Warren family, but aﬂ’dlese people everybody mhere s got the same problem ,
except ﬂmtItlnnkw<= ve gotacnmmalsztuauon. Somcbody stole some money andm |

_ chaxgmgxtw&esepooxpeople. Pleasengeussomerehef 'Ihankyouverynmch _

Dick Fowler -

Wehavemnoutoftxmeorvaydosclyrunoutofﬁme. As&xefaalliamrof&ushstenmg
fonmletmepermﬂyﬂ\ankallofyouforbangsogwdaboﬂahymgonyomﬁme about
helpmgusmovealong. We heard from a little over half of those who signed up to speak. Let

me remind you that those p&youwhowerenotabletospeak&wseofyouw}mare'inthe
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- audxence that possxbly dxd not szgn uptospeakwe would shllhkehohearfmmycu 50 let me

remmdyouofﬂmtaddrmsﬁmt’sonyouxagenda,letmea]soremmdyouonceagamofﬂmfax t‘
number change, 202~720~0119 Andwewould like to do two addmonalthmgsbeforewedose |
| ‘WewouldhketohmﬁlepodmmbackovermCOngmswcmC]aytonmdﬂxenlasﬁywe

- vwouldhkebohearagamfmmSecremrythknm Ms. Clayton. |

Congesswoman Clam:a _ .
Iwantto thanka]lof&wsewhohavecomeandlwan’ctothankallofﬁxosewhohavecome

~'prepared tomake astatementandwho, mdeed, madethexrstntement and thank those who
‘ dxdnothaveachametomke&mnstatemmtandhopeﬂxattheywﬂbepemsten.tandﬁllm
:ﬁxemfomtahonandsmdlt Iknowﬁlefeelmg.you say,wevedonetlusoverandoverand
| yousayno&unghaschanged,more&ungschange,&!emmetheystaythesameandyoure
right and, but you know, yonhavetobepmmhentevenmthefaceofaﬂ&zeevzdencetoﬁxe
'conn'ary.,'[hat’s what I'm mld_a_nid_ﬁus‘»ts‘called fa1thand that_’s, you havetohaveﬁxenght
mrillevétttuanyurinoversomﬂws ybu éié‘pexéistehtir;teﬂingyour stbry indeedallofthe B
efforts and the suffenng that some of you have undergone and much of this is, revxew the
natureoﬁtand&wdetaﬂsofxtcerhnﬂyxsdescnpﬁveofapaﬁemﬁmtwnhopcm,wecan ‘
. 'chang& Also, mﬂxemwtauonaﬁert}usmeemxgwehadmadearequestandmsesomof o
youfannersparhcularly m&xesouﬂmastwhohavesuﬁereddevasﬁh@nmtemzsof&anhad |
askedtohave some oppomnntym makesome overtu.restotheSecretaryandsome from&te
. State gt)vemment whahasbeensmdymgﬂtewsuebccause you know farmers not only, you
ﬁnd it difficult gettmg loans, but you alsoﬁnd that the Govmunemt doesn’t respmdtoymx m
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-.thesamewayasmespondstobus:nessawimt}mmadxsas&rsoagam,memquamyhow
theytzeatfammnnot]ustmloans,buta]somsurancesowhmyouloseyourcmphmvt}m
msurancexsdonemdn'fexentﬁxanhow1txsdonemo&1erareasplusyaurenottremedasan
’ mtrepnmeural&toulghyoushould besothosearesomofﬁxerssueswdlhmwthatonem
: twopeoplefromﬂwS&tewhowouldhkewhavextout,afhezwead}omﬁusmeetmgand
becauseSecretary thkmanhas to get back we probably w:ll only have about a half hour, but
wepronuseyout!wsewiwweremtaes’eedmﬂmt&atoppoﬂmlywﬂlbeaﬁorded Again, [
wanttothankyouaHandtosaythatﬂuswoneoflga&ersevmhs&emngsa&omﬁmtare
going amundthecoumry Iwaspleased that we were abletohave 1tmmyd1stmt Iam-not
‘ pleasedthattheconhnuahonofthepatbemsof&scrmnahonwamﬂusheamxg,butto
ignore that it is happening would belesshonestsoatleastweare dealing with sometlmlg that
needs to be dealt with. Weneedyompatmnce weneedyompermstence,butweneedyouto |
stayonthemseandnmkesmeyougweussﬁmg&x. 'I‘l'aemreyoumake&tosestatenmts
you gveussuength Wecantdo 1t alone, it won'tbe done overmght won'tbedonem&mne
- case. Eachcasemmportantsoteﬂyoursmm butalsoco]lectrvel} ltmakesacompellmg

story that indeed the Govemment ‘must respond to and one person(tape ends)
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