
CIVn. RIGHTS LisrENl:NGFORUM' ' 

HALIFAX, NORTH CAROUNA 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 1997 

,John Boyd.. Natiomil Black. Farmer AsSociatiOn, Riegelwood. NC 
. , .. 

Secretary ~ good afternoon, Congresswoman Eva Cayton, --,. I'm goma £irst 

ask the panel and it might take me a little-bit longer on: behalf of the black fa+mers that we . 
. '­

represent here tocla1; I'm gonna. ask the panelfor just a little bitloltgerthan~eminutes, it 

. . . ~ 

, . ' . 

,shouldn't be much longer'than,five mmutes, butif you'll grant me that time I tbink. on behalf 

or all the farmers I tlhink they need to !war What I ~ve to say' today. Is tiulta1rightwith the,' 

panel? And I also e:press this interest in a conversation with Mr. Reed last week byteleprume. ' 

My·name is John Boyd, president of the National Black Farmers .Association and it gives. me 

great pleasure to be here to addTesSYOU'today.. I'm here on behalf of the organizations 
•• 4 . ' •• 

~ as it relate; to the plight oi:the blac:kiarmer. The black farmer i5 not the only farmer 

~t'S experiencing lproblems :in the 90'1, but also the ~ and disadvantaged farmer, be it' 
, 'r 

black, white, Native A.merican, blue, ~~·etc. We~ have experienced problems on 

the farm, but I can speak from the heart today blacks are less than t% of the nafion's farmers., 

67% of that 1% are tied up with the Fanners Homa Administ.r3.tion. What tru.~ I£D.s us here 

today is it plays a ttiemendous role in the future of the black farmer, but discrimination, racial 

~arities.. unfair lending practices, all these things together has driven us off the £ami in 

some sort of way be: it whnlly or partly. As I travel through. ~South everyone says Mr. 

Boyd.. t!an you give:me an example of some type of discrimination that the farmers are 

experiencing. The farmers are experiencing poor processing time ~ per.one investigation. It' 
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. takes 60 dayS tOp:rocess,white l~~d it takeS 222 days to procesS black l~. The 

programs are a real probl~ It's ~ed program delivery-in other wwds~ . BJacb are not 

participating at a 1951S, loanservidng or land own.ersmp loansl but this p:roc:ess can never 
. . .' . 

. . . 

change .without eUmJnating the person who eliminates, excuse me, who administ.!!Is the 


disaimination. Any person that "dm:inisters the discrimir:iation should be terminated., they 


should ~ have three strikes to keep ~tlng against the same persotL U that, 


. discrimination happenstbenthat persOn should ~ fired and terminated on the spot and ~ is 
, ~ 

the message that I came to·p,e YOlltoday peOple, but in BrtmS'f.\.ick County alone we had 60 


~armers. We had 66 fanners 'on that program. Today only 6fatmets pa.rticipa,te in that federal . 


program and itcould be partly or wholly to the state Director as the State D.tt-ector sent a 

:. . . 

memo to Wasmngton"D.C. to have those cases closed and started to foreclose on all of these 


farmers down in Brunswickc:OOnty arid I tell you something tOday people that's a serious . 


problem. That's a serious problem ttuit the State DL.-ectOr wasn't sensitive enough to take the 


, time to look. into these individuals' eyes and here their stories and conccms and went ahead 

on and foreclosed on those peoples' £aIms: I tell YQ:u..that is.~ That's W1'On& people., ! . 

, \'Vhat I want to tell you is sometJ:Ung bas to~ done about this. It was an example o~ denial 

denial of his race; denial of where he i..~ cOming from.. and denial of where he is going. The 

discrimination that takes place only happens because we aD()wed'it to happen. That's right 
. . ­

Take a look at this photograph that 1~ound inside, USJ?A. ~me ~ it upside down 80 yalll 

. can read it NAACP, now apes are called people.. This type of disCriminationis sYstemic in 

the Department of Agriculture and it needs to stop and it needs to stop today. This kind of 

place, ah- of radsm has to come to an end, but as you know people this is Serious. This is ' 
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...me ~"""~ runrtll 
HaI.ifaz. N(JrlIz CarolinG 

• serious as all of us come from the farm. We came from the mothershipin shackles and tied 
, -. . . 

together and worked in ~ fields forfr@e,butnow We have an oppOrtunity. a reaI opportunity . 
. . . .' . . 

to participate in a £arm on your own as a business, but w~ need to be treated on a fair and 

equal basis at USDA and participate in those federai programs. But1'd mre to chaIIen~ each 
.' . . 

and every one of y()U here today to stand upror what is right You don't n~ to be afraid of 

, what's going to happen to you ifyou dont stand up fur what is right, but1need your help 
. , 

) 

today_ I need you. to help us fight our battle and to build on our future... Our civil rights 

movement has come Ix> a halt, Only beca,*: we have no vok:e.· We MVC no v.oice people, but 

the farmers have a 'Voice now..Their voice is the National Black Farmers Association. Thank 

yOll so very much. And it was much needed,,it,was much needed" bUt our voice is tired of the 

, r~ our voice Ui tired of the neglect;·our'vOice is tired·of tl1ejadgement for thec:olor of our ' 

, 'skin and ~ the content of our cparaetel', but we must letotir voice be heard as one today. 
, , 

Oar voices will be heard frotttthe outhouses, to exist FOminerit1y·throughout the South, our 
voices Will be heard in such a wa'y that,all discrimination and ~ all the ~ disparities 

. '. ,-, . . , . . . 

,wiD come to an end, and the barricade will be ope!tonthe doors of the last plantations so that , 
.,. " 

we can participate in a federal program. God bleSs:~h.other. Tharikyou. 

DkkFowler 

~you Mr. BClyd. I failed to mention this in the procedural notes that I have. 'We would 
. . . 

. .,. 

ask the remaining; speakers ifyou would to go to a mike nn the floor, 1 think it would help to' 

, . . . , 

move through tht! programmore quickly and allow Us to hear from more of you with. 

',. ­

following that it if you will. The second individual will be .Mr. Archie Hart. 
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Archie Hart. Ne De,partmmt ofAJricaltui:c . ' 


Good evening. Honorable Congresswoman Eva Cayton;.Honorable Secretaty Dan Glickmall 


I welcome you to North Carolina My name is.Archie Hart, special assistant to c:ommic;.~onet 


, , 	Jim Graham.' I bring you greetings from our"aistinguiShed Comrilissioner of AgtiCulture fun. 

Graham who bad a ~ous commitment with 8nother organizat.ion tonight and he sends his 

regards and apologies that he cannot be here. Mr. Secretary, I read a ~paper a~cle 

, announcing this meeting and in: addition to thm, announcement it addremied.the numerkal·fall .. . ' . ' 

of blacks on·thefarm and I quote, "many have just not been efficient on the farmR. And. I don't 

. lmow what's going to be the outcome of these meetings, whether land is l'es~orwhether 

,financial compensation is given these -','-. deal With efficiency and profita~ or we.will .' 

continue to revisit this aueag$.V:ie at NCDA will do all 'that we can or all that we are, ' 
.. '. . ' 

mandated to do, bUt in additiOn we.must make sure tIm funds are, that go into educational 
, . 

programs for this audience that in additiotl8Cm,1eone mandated so that thel'e wilt be 
, 	 . 

accountability not just the numbers,but~a r~ impact so that these farmers will truly be . 


helped through our educational program so tbat~ywill be' pro.£it.able and So that land will .. ' 

" 

be saved and small family fatms will be saved and also Small ~ty farmers and this is my 
> 

, comment and just save a litti, - time for George. Thank you. 

Dick Fowler 


1have ~made aware ofa cha:nge that you need to laiow ifyou dorrt mind. ,. At the bottom 


of your agenda when i mentioned the address to mail in y~comments and a fax number 
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that fax number lWl changed. Technology chanS'S rapidly. Please note this change if you 

will. The new fax rttunber is 202~72lUJ119and j will o££efthatSever8J. times dUring the forum 

~usewe have a .chance ofpeople coming in and out of the room. Yes sir. (someone asking 

a question regarding the short time to send cmnments in writing to the Washington D.C. 

address) Well I wc)u1d ask you may \VBnt to ~onsideroverriight mail or get i~ mas ~ as 

soon as to that date'as you possibly can. Thank you. Mr. Matthew Grant While he is coming 

to the podium the next person that I wll1 call will be Mr. Cecil Bre~n. ' 

Matthew Gram, COncerned 'citizens ofTDJer.y Land Loss Fund, TiDeryNC 

, . Mr. Secretary, Ms. Clayton, we are so glad to..baveyou in this countY and I dnntt,I've been 

here SO years and I cion'tmnember ever.J:ulving SomebOdy to come that was ~ad and 

we're.certainly glad to have you.. and I'm sorry that you have to come on such a easel these 
~, . ".' . 

people are in real ill real trouble and I've 'come here today and in 1976,lW2 and we me and . . 

my wife we continued with FHA., can y01i hear me now? lbonowed from FHA in1972 and 

stayed with them for four years, five y~ three of·1hem was disaster years and :¥ie tried. to 
. . .' 

work mit a plan sev.eral times these 1ast£ew)~earS,w:ork:out aplan to pay and we worked the . 

P~ took a judgment and wanted me to pay ~beSideS the ~ payment and just worked 

out evety year, '78 tio '85 were bad years" so they cut me off in '77. Cut my credit off·.froin 

everybody and cut, jiast cut, so I couldn't operate and woUldri't help me and the only thing 
. '. 

, they would say you have to pay it all, could not 'bring part can't pay something every year-, 

yon have to bring it all or we're gonna sell you out and 'you how the interest runs on around 

S100/00D.OQ·at 81/2% a year so that's what got me out, I farm each year,bavegood crops ~ 
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': 

gave them everythi:rig the crop needs every year. took none out £rom living expenses throttgh. , 
'." . 

the winter (change in tape ~inaudible),depUtme.nt~drlo more £oreciosurcsfor,awbile and 


that help us, too. In1988 I changed my program and I rented my land out, p~of it 


. and I worked part of it and I rented a little to the hog business and during that time I was ~le 

to payoff all the outside debts, all the ..-.:-------land paymerit with the federal land grant, but 

~wouldn't work no problem so I could pay them something. All they wete deman~g 

every cent even up to ~~f this year and had to bring itall.or I19thing. So that's where :. 

we're at now and I hope my sori gets a chance to talk 'cause he can tell you better than I can 

and I wish he would be next so you could get the whole story. 

Dick Fowler 


Mr. BrewingtOn and then next Will be :Mr. Sherman,Witcher: 


cedi Brewi.nltonc National Blade Farmer As&ociation, Willard NC . 


Good afternonn ladies andgeritleman, cOngresswoman Gayton.. Mr. DanG1ickma.nr Mr. 


Fowler, My name is Cecil Brewing'toitand I'm ~m ,ihe"state of North Carolina, Wlllard, 


North carolina. rm here with members of the Nat:U:mal'B~Farmers Organization. Let me 


tell you a little bit of my adventure wIth FHA, USDA Department of Agrim1turc. In the last of ' . 


'82 I came out of high school in '81, the last of '821walked iri to get an appliCation to apply for 

. . . . 

a farm ownership loan Well at that time I was too 'young, 1 didn't unde.Istand that SO I 


contiriued m:mtng on the far.ril that was my father's and in '831 farmed withhim. I went to 


get a loan through FHA to farm. I was denied, in 184 I was still farming there I applied to ~ a . 

. . 

',' 
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CMl/Ughtt LimmingFoiwn. 

HfIlijizx. Nort1t Crzrolina . 


loan. Imanaged to get an application filled out then to be ah, I guess what they can fill the 
.... . 

application out and they saic:i it·had to:go ~ea coii:unittee to be proven eliglble·and you 

know from the informationI read the only thing I'd be eligible for was to give a citizen of the 

United States and a high $Chool graduate and have some fanning background. of course I had 

that.because my fatnily's ~ all their ure'. My family's £a1med for ·generationS.hi;83 I 

filled out one, '84 I;wa& granted eligible, but I never sent it in to get a ~easibJe pIan of 

operations from thE! County supervisor. In"84 I fanned wi1h my father.and I had my friend's 

. farm. and I applied ;~m '84to'Bs and never ~ able to get aloan so I listened to a lot of' 
. . . . . . 

other farmers I don't know whether they were fortunate or unfortunate considering what 

they've been throu~~with the Department of Agriculture, but that'9 what I/~ebeen through. 

I've been denied loans all this ~, I still fcirma little bit, I work a job, I £ann the familY' farm 

there, but through inose y~1have been denied, I,have.~with several organizations that . 
. , ..' .. 

have been trying to.I you kno;~ trying"to resolve theseP:fOblems, getting to so~members of 
. .'. . , r ' . 

the Department of Agriculture to tryto resolve this ~tion problem.f d just like to, 
. . 

. . 

you know, the times that I've ever got any response was when, you ktlow, like I said was a 
. , . . 

term that people al,N'aYs used that it tookari act ofCQrigress. You got inmake.all klnds ofcalls 

and raise every SOli: of :ki.rld of ~isc for someorie to even giveyou a call and say WeD., you . 

need to go down and .fill out another application, we'll see ifwe can solve that problem, but 
..' 'I 

it's never been oolvled. I've bee1t with several ~ti.~has'been up in WashingtOn over 

the years, they haV4!, you know, came hereto resolve this prOb~ never been. able.to get 

anyt;hing done SO we're here tOday stI11 fighting it My, what I would like to know is you 

know after; after me there is none. I don't see any young black farmers. . rd love to know w.t 
' .. 
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the Department ofAgriculture is going to do about ~ young black ~ back into 

. I.~becauSe at my age there I none SO rd like tokrtow what they're gonna do about this , 
I 

problem aoout all these farmers are having. You got, moat of the farmers here .o.rcfmm s.ge 4£1, 

. ·45 and up. There is none young. I would like·to see if they can design a way to wet'd o~t all 

the young black farmers and I know there's plenty of young blacks out there thatWouid love 

to ~ but going through the prOblems that I've been through with the Department of 


Agriculture there .is none and nit keeps goillg like this there won't be any so I'd like to see . 


some response ,and l'dlike to see'what the.Department of Agricu1tureisgoing to do about 

, ' 

h~ping blacks get back intoagrkuiture. My.feeling is that through the work of our ancestors 

,we have created this agricultural industry with qui' bare hands, with the %ilod~ technology 

,we have today I thinkb1aclc.~ aTe entitlecr'to share in thiS £arlmng'and agriculture. I think we 
8houldget an opportunity ~e au other ~with the ,~em technology tbat we have to 

show you that we C21\o we can£~,shaWyou that wccan hav~ a feasible 'plan Of operations ' . ' . . 
. .' .' . 

and that we can operate and manage a farin sol would love for Eva Clayton mour.~ I 


would love to hear SOII1e response, Secretary of Agriculture·I' d love to hear some response on 


. ... . 
this because these .farmers are hw:ting, black ~an hurling and there is no:ne., I feci we . . 

have alot of emphasis on alot of different things, that people.always up inWashington 

rallying for all different types of things. You've got animals put there that can I8ise so much 

money and put so much money out there because they'~extmCt, you know, bqt wllat about . 

the black farmer? I think, I think we need to set up a program where we could trY to train 


yoUng black farmers, get them back 10 the farm becauset'here' s a lot of them out there that 


Pflgea 
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, love farming, but through this process the USDAhas,~ea.ted over the years has totally 

designed the syStem to Wipe us olitand I think 'something needs to be done about it. 

Did! Fowler 

,Th.ankyou so J1luch. 

, ' 

Let me just, CecilJ I11lOst of the time tonight :we're just ganna be listening, 'bud wanted to
". ," 

'. . . 

mention two things to you, one is the action team that Mr. Reed is ~ is sitting over 
, ' 

there, they're gonNl make specific recomm~tions to me Within about 30 days and they're 

pretty much unlimi'red to the ldnd'of,reeonlmendations,'they're gonna recommend that part of 

itmay b.e having improved ~,Operation as far as agri.rol~, part of it may be on how to , 
. . " " . 

improve our programming to~oura.gePeople to get into agriculture, minority farmers, we 
. ". . . . . 

had a program, the 2501 ~ that haS not been funded very well, but it'&au~ to do 

just the kind of t:hi1\g that yofire taIkinga.bout It's the kind of thing that we're gcmna here 
, ' 

more about in 30 to 45 days. 

Diclc Fowler' 

Thank you &0 much. wtve had. a note that some of you in the 'back of the room arehaviDg
. . . ' 

difficulty hearing. lL need to be reminded of that so I speak directly, mtothe mike and I would 
. . . . . 

,remind those of yol.1 who are speaking to do the same. Get close to the mike and if you start 

, getting feedback m>m, the,speakers we'll c:ertainly try to take care of that I'm gonna, yain 
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have done a great job so farm sticldrtg to your time ~tsf. to help us do that I'm gonna ask. 


George to move up here so ya'lIcanSee him a little biteasiel' and don"t have·to wOrry about 


looking over to the side. Mr. Sherman Witcher and then next will be Herbert Banner. 


ShermanW:atcher, 


I've got some information that I'd like to take the time to read... 


Did: Fowler . 


Excuse me befOTe yOu get ~sOme of you dependlng on where ~oU are it may be easier . 


for yOu to go to the middle mikein the aisle or even the end mike,just to remind you of that 


.. 
Secretary Glickman 

·1 think the folks can heaT~. if you~ta1k in this middle microphone.. '" "' ". . . . 

. . . . 

Sherman Witmer - National BJ4ek Farms Aaosiation.. ViminlP 
. . . . . . 

(technical difficulties - microphone failure, the following is £rom tbetranscribets notes) 


I had 8 long c1:tawn out speech, but since we only have 5'minqtss, 1 want to know what can we 


do to help Black Farmers and help the situation.. This gentleman said we need to learn how to 


·1, 

manage money; well my'answer is we got to have some to manage D. i am a Small (by 
. : ~ . 

force) disadvantaged Black,Farmer. We are here for a purpOse. lhav~ tra~edapproximately 

4 bouts to get here tonight When you leave ~meeting tonight, gO tell yom friends, your 

.. brothers, or anyone who W:illlisten ~what the problem is. Don't get excited, this is not a 

" 
i ' 

'.10 
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Civil Rights Listening Fonmz " , 

Hfllif-, North C4nJ1jnD 

racial thing. I don't hate my fellow white man; I lov~.myfeUowwhite man. The~works ' 

. bat sometimes the people in the ,system do not do wha.tthey'ate suppose to dQ.. Most " 

~ne is £arming:for~th, not their health. I am strtlggling because the ~temmakes me 

. struggle. I don't know these fanners here, but we are all sap% the same thing. Most of us 

here are well educated people. Do rioteducate US and nothetp 11$. I do not need a hand out 

all I need is a helping hand. 

Herbert Banner, Al~berl:a VA . 

(technical diffictdties - microphone failure) 

Offa Jenkins. Littleton Ne 


I am so pleaSed to bE! here ~ evening among people who are, interested in the welfare of our 

': .' " . . . 

country. Ms. Eva Oaytonnot"on1yhastenacity.. but inJ:egrity.Mr: GlicloDan and M'.r~ Reed 


~d all of us are ~ebecause ~'inust survlvetogetber on this planet Earth. 'I have begged 


and pleaded that our schools include, I have worked with Mr~ Mack Edwards at-Northwest 

, ' 

, , ' . , 

High SchooL I have seen his agriculture god.o~,doWn, doWn. YOll ca~otbeg young people ' 

to-get in there. We (:ould not get one person to 'go to Kansas Oly this year at Northwest High 

School That has never happened before. If we do notbuildup our resources just as this 

gentleman who pret:eded me said I would like to thank you alSo for commg here to Halliax 
.: . ., . ~ , 

County~ Our Halifax County.. north ofWarren CoUl1.ty, I am a native'of Warren County, my 

. 


farm property is Wmen County. I went to the FDA first there a couple of years ago. I said I . 


have a tobacco ariobnent which I inherited. I wari.t tose1l it. I think it's obscene to be selling, 

Pap!} 
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CWO Righa Listtmi1fg Forum 
HoJifaz. NOI'fh CaroIintJ 

tobacco allotment SO that people can grow stuff that' ~ gonna kill 'ern; He said well that's your 

choice Mrs~ Jenkins~ I said I've llladeit and I'm ~rid of itl but r d like to raise one acre of ' 

strawberries. You Cannot PolTOW any money, you cannot get: anyinsurance 011 ~se:that are 

not approved unless you have your tobacco growing and ~ I don't even grow peanuts 

because I have cousins that can do it much better than I. I h8~e a cousin that does no-till~ no-

tiU, his crop this yeat was so wonderful, but he was laughed at five years ago When he went to ;' 

say this is the best way~ . Now we see it on TV, this is the way to go to save our three inches of . 

. ciOp soils that exist in ~y of oUr areas.W~. don't have five foot of topsoiHn North 

Carolina. Iri some parts of Brazil they do, p.o we have to wisely use whatever we have. I am 
. . 

. here because I am a widow, Ido not have anyone except myself and my tw0scmSwbo are . , . .' . 

. : . '. . 
raising young children. There is no way that you can work on a ~ and come out When beef 

. is today selling at 25 cents a pound on the hoof. This is ridiCulOUs. To live in a nation like this 

and have beef bring brought in here and Sold in competition With people who ~e trying tQ 

. . .' . 

exist. Yau can't continue to defeat our people. I will also affirm that.all of us are American 

citizens. We are in this together to eitherworktogether or fail together and when we continue 

... to say black, whitet red, yellow, this} tbat and the other I am warty of it I am not a white 

woman. I am a WOIr:Wt of color or I would be an albino iunni;ng around here with thick 
.. ". . . ", 

. glasses on. This is absolutely ridiculous .. I work and grew uP. on a dirt farm of which I 

inherited ~ninth of it My family bas been far:miDg: ~ since 16 and 14 on one side of my 

family and 16 and 91 on the other ~ide when Warren C.ountj wasDukeCounLy. WeI ve 1:x£n 

. here .. we've fanned, and we know what it is. We .~ver were people living in town. When I 

went to Lewiston High School I was considered a country kid and I wasdisc:riminated ag~ 
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HtJIj/irx. NUrlh Carolina 

ifany person has e\"'er been and I want you to know ~tJ but that's oVer and done. We are 

people who now should be out voting•. In the May primary in Halifax County we had fewer 

thaD. 10.% of the registered vOters to vote. In the NovembCr clection we had no m.ore. Ifwe 

don't vote and get the tbingsdone that we need done, I have one minute, then we are going to 
. . ".' . 

lose the right to vote. I plead with yOu :peopie please let' s ~rk together so that r:rur . 

representatives Cayton, our Senator -,our Mr., the man from the GovernOr's o£fke that 

works with us, he. 141, such a dear, we have Wonderful people. I. have not been hurt by people 
. . 

becauSe I have worY..ed 44 years I've,worked and l'm drawing my reti:rement, that's all I ~ve... 

When my hUsband died our income was cut inha1f; therefore, Ihave to do .fewer and fewer 
. .'.. 

things and work hall'der and harder. I will mail to you some·of the·thingS'Ms. Gayton has 
: '. 

tried to help us stop: thatVirginia Beach·from gettingthe water from Lake Gaston. Hwe had a 

drought there would be nO ~Sation. .~Lake:Gastxm ~aS. flooded'in 1964 only two 
. '. 

people were given the opportunity~: NO'one realized that irrigationcan mabfthe difference. 
. .' 

. . '. .' 

We.could be, in California my sons waterbill a month was SJ.OO no matter how much he 

used. I'm ready to &top. Thank you and ('jodbless you. 
." " 

Dick Fowler 

And Mrs. Jenkins please accept my apologies for my blunder. Glen Slade, following him will 

be Benny Bunting•. 
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. CMI kight3 Limmi1Ig Forum 

Halffax, Nonh Camlina 


. Glen Slade, Smithfield VA 

I ought to say good eveirlngto,'everybodyh.eJ:c. Mynameis'Clen Slade from Surry, Virginia. I 

jnsf: want to say that I dont really have a problem With FHA exclusively. 1 have a problem ' 

, with the whole lending institution we have set up and the system it operates To me it seems 
. ',,' . . 

like farm~ are reaJly fifth~. Black,youttis, for example, it'd be about two years ago I . 


received a letter from Nationsban'k sayhlg that I was automatically pre-appmVed for 


$25,000.00 to buy aneW, car. AD r d have to 
, 

dais go pick out the car, come in, sit d~ thank '. 
' 


you ail.. I could be riding it:W~ at.the time I ,didn't particularly wanted a car, but I did _ 


to apply for $10,000.00 to try to get my' peanuts, seed peanuts, seed com, myaop in the 

. . . . 

ground. This a~plicationwaS denied. ,They said 1didn't have enough cash flow.Well, mr 
, . 

problem is I don't ~te understand how'! could have cash Sow to buy a car, but not amt:inue 
, 

.my farming operation. I, YO\1 know, I justw~ t~ propose those comments to you hoping 
. ' 

you can do something, work ~aiu:l improve the'~itUation fOrth.e farmers; Thank you.. '. - . . 

Dick Fowler 
" .: 

Benny Bunting, fonowing BeMy Bunting wilibe Julia~watd. 

. , Benny Bunting, Oak City NC 

, Mr. SectetaryI I am a farmE:!r's advocate from Oak Oty! N~rthCaroIiria. I work with a non­

profit group inRural Sampson Fund Intemational FI1'IIlE!lS'are offered no cost director's 

assistance in t:h:e re-structuring of debt improving 19518 and ad.ministrati:ve appeals. r-rom 

networking with other advocates across the country and personal experience JIve perceived. , 
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Civil RjgItIa LiIIffningF",JIIn 

1IDlifaz., NQnJ,. CtzroIinQ 


inequities in the National Appeals Division director'~review process and that prompted me to 

do a Freedom of Information request form add, d~. I have attached some forms I'll' 

leave with you, five sheets of that information I've received Tn. analysis of this information 

reveals that accordii1g to Mr. Cooper that National Appeals Divi.;ion Diredor, when the 
, ' 

, , , 

hearing officers rulE: for the agencieS they were competent '98% of the titne~ butwhen they 

ruled for the farmet these same hearing offkers were incompetent over 50%'Of the time. The 

year priar to Mr. Cdoper'8 assuming ~ctorship the reversalJ'B.te was·16% if the review was 

requested by the ~mcy and 9% if you were requested bythe~. 'This is mdisputabte" 

evidence of bias and~ discrin'tirtation against a whole class offarmerS by one of YQur , 

, subordinate employees. That attitude and bias should be unacceptable. c.ongress gave these 
, , 

fanners the right to Jmimpartial review of adverse age.nq decisions. The hearing officers in . 
, 

face to face evideri.muy hearjngs have ruled. in fa~ of the fal1ner. In an ad Director :Mr. 
, , , 

Cooper and his revi4~staff'~ the hearing officer'sdecision in avery miSfo:rtu~te ' 
, . . . .. . '. . 

manner. This disc.ttnination is clearly a violation of those farmers' civil rights. I was directly , 

involved ina large :tilumbel' of those bearings. I am,very much aware of the cUrect:or's; . 
. ." " ' 

disregard of reguIatlmts and statutes on ~of the agency' and have case files to docmi:tei\t ' 

thischarge. A1tbou~~hthey shouldn'tbe needed because the review reversal rate favored the 

agency over 50% of ine tim.e is in itself enough evidence of unfair, unequal treatment. Mr. 

Secretary, Mr. Coop~s review revctSa1 rate prompt~ uS to 'nlake another inquiry..This was 
". ' '. ~. . 

ina hearing o£ficets annual job performance evaluation is decision reversal rab! adetermining 

factor? The a.nswer 'W8S yes so now We have hearing officers and for se1f-employment 

protEction are being intimidated to compromigetheir impartiality due to the discriminatory , 
. , 

" 
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practice of their directors. Mr. Secretary/-y0U were quoted a few weeks ago by Inside 
. .' '-.. . , 

Agriculture it said Uit js:simplyuTlacCeptable to me if the p~ losS of ~ farm stems from 

any unequal treatment". :Mr. Glickman, can you kcc:!p on'listening to this~tion and 

unequal treatment.and abuse of authority? H the answer is no the next question is is Mr. 

Cooper and his review staff~ ernploye4by you? Some action ls Suggested'Y would also 

suggest another need of aetion and tnat would be for you to personally send till hearing 

officers a letter of apology and off~ the opportunity that if they thought any of ,theii decisions' 

(tape ends) 

, : (from the ti:anscriber'snores) 

Some of their decisions should be reversed.. MoneysandIand shouldbe letumed to those 

unjustly hurt by these biased people. , 

DiskPowler 

Ben Hillsman, following Ben lilllstrWi willbe Zelma, eXcuse Q'lei Charles Tyner. 

(speaker inaudible) 

.' Secretary Glickman 

Alittle Iouder~ aJittle more c:li,rt:!ct:. 


. Ben. HillsJ:nan, Iloanoke Rapids, Ne 


I will. be very brief, most of thestatement;s earlier,mentioned we have the same concerns. I'n 
. .• • , 'w 

turn it over to my wife.. 

Poge16 

. L1 td ,99lGEL86t6 'ON K\J:J .' 30I:J.fl 3.LVJ.S SO'BN V<ISfl Ud SE:EO (13M L6-6G-Wr 

http:30I:J.fl


., . 

CMl Righa Lislelling ForfDlt 

Raliftrr, North CmQ/ina 


Zelma Hillsman, Roanoke·Ba:euts NC 

We happen to be one of those farmers who have ,experleI\Ced lnm p~essing~t the l~ . 

level. This year we :received our crop loan onSeptember 13 and I have to say that Mr. Paper 

worked very diligetltly trying tD get it done, but as a result of us getting our loan late this year 

we lost our entire pE~ufcrop to freezing-becaUse we weren't able to get our Cl'0JlS into the 

ground in time. And in addition, we had to have our supplier supply us at 18 percent interest 
. . 

and that sort: of takes an added burden because out three out of the last.five years were 

disasters so weire really feeling the pressure right now. 


Secretary Gliclqnan 

,can I just ask you the lateness of your loan.. inyour mi:nd, what attribute that too? Is this 

. every year been like .this or ~'ym? . 

, . 
Zelma HillsDWl 


.We've had loans tha1: probably varied from 60 to·90 days. This year I think ~ Fann Bill had 

" ..' 

something to do with it, as I said, Mr. PapenNOfbd with us/'but there was a ~,credit 
, . . ~ . 

Cl'U11Ch, and one, I think I can share with you that it took' 60 ~ys for an ap~ to come to 

our land. and appraise our property and they wouldn't do anything at the local office until that' 
. . 

, appra.i.sSer atme fron:'l the stare office, 60 days between the tittlC the application went in and the 
~ . .' 

. ' 

time the appraiser came and our·andour crops had been groWn in·May and they came around 

July 5th..---t(inauClible) 
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CivilRights I..iSIlming FOI'IIIII 

RalJjiIz. NOI'th CarobwJ. 


DkkFowler 

Thank you, let me, those who have spoken SO far letm.e thank you fordoing two thingsl 


. '. .'. ' ' 


, helping us stay on time, you're doing qmt2 well and also let me thank you for recognizing' 

when someone else has already made their comments for you because We're intefested in. ­ , 

hearing a wide variety of comme:ri.t and we do appreciate that very much and'appreciate 


you're staying very close to your time limitS. Charles Tyner, next will be Rev. James Johnson . 


. . ; 

.Charles tyner, Murfreesboro NC 

, Thank'yo~ rmOlarles Tyner of NorthamptOn County. Certainly appreciate' ya'll amUng to 

this area of the country and hearing Us~y. 'Our major cOhcern and my concern.is that I 

grew up in Northamptun C~urity, was born inNorthampto~County. We ~a3OOaerC! 
, , 

, farm. We workthat £ann andFHA,waS gOod to us back ;.n19, when I was borrfin 1950 .. '55', 

"60. I used to hear my father praise FHAattbat tim.eand all the things they'd done for ua 

Purchase the f3m'l. for us, we lived on it and I got my education and Diy two sisters off that 
• • • T 

farm. Ayear ago, really Februaty 9, 1994 we'~ived this letter'from FHA. -Yau laek " ­

suffident training and. experience and education to be sUccessful in farming to assure 

,rea.~ble re-payment for the loan requested,lIShock, if we've ever received one, the letter ' , 
, , 

was sent to my son who is Clmles R Tyner/Jr. who ~a ~aduate of A&:T State UniVersity , 


with a major in agricultaral eduCation,', Our family sent him'there so that he could come back 


home and operate the famt. Along with our farm we have some other family members who 


have farms. He came bade to operate a farm, the only thing he was as~ for was operating. " 
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Civil Righu LisIe.rJing FOI"Irtnt 

Halifo:x. NfJI'th Carolina 


money, not equipmc~t My father passed five yea:c ago and left a shelter with equipment My 
'. 	 - , " 

fathe:rleft him also the land, wasn'taSking for FHA ~ ~chase any land/just aSking them for 

onething. Please give me enough money to buy my seeds, il few £ertil.ize.rs that I need to 
" 	 " 

operate this farm. I've read to you the letter that I received, F~bruary 9, 1994 saying to him 

who was a graduate with a degree and pa$5ed them hiS ~with the appIica~ SO they 

would understand, he was 23 years of age, but he haR a degree in agricu1ttr:ral education. Alrr.T, 

we sent him there... disaPpoiniing to us, but let me tell you whateIse hapPened along with that. 

We then had to goOlllt and "seekothef loans so. we determined that we're gonna save some . . . 	 .. 

"	black farms. Black nlnners ~Northampton County, there are only a handful of us left. Only a 

haItdful of us left in Northampton County. Only a bandfulof us leftl cmlya ~dfuI. Weare 
; '. 

determined that we'xe gonna save some black fanners, help Some young blaclc £armer& who 

participate and be ploductiv~ 50 then we ~tout,and" of ~urse,we got other loans I cause I 

worked somewhere l~ and ~ySOIl'sjUst a farmer, that's-all ~ does, we 'produce chickens, 
',' 	 . 

hogs, the entire opera.tion. .50 then, he did that, but then I appealed this process and I wrote a 
". ' " 	 . 

letter to Washington,. D. C to the appealof£iCer and I got a letter bade saying thaU was one 

day too late. The timte had expired., One day; the time~ and I leany didn't have time Ix> do this 

'cause this was Febnllary now. We need to start'plowing'the fields March ~we really didn't 

have a lot of time. I was so shocked for one thing, but then I called and no one ever even' 

, picked up the teephlne to even to have $ympathy~me to Say wc!rc sorry, we jiL~ can't 
. , '.. t 	 '. 

l1elp you at this time and try again naxt year. This Was all and 1thank you for LvriUng because 

I've had this on my ItlJnd, I kept this letter, I'm gonna keep it Ic:ause if I ever...,you know, retire, . 

I might even write a book about how black farmers are being treated and £Or the opporttmiti~. ' 
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CMlRJghrs ListeningF()1'fI1tI 

Hmijax, Norlh CtuoIi1Ia 


that were not available for blackfarmers in OUI, Northampton County, and I have a letter and 
. '.'. . . '. 

I have all the app.1ications, I have it, itiS~. I got~~tire~cess that we fonoWed in 


doing this and I wanted you to know that it wasn't fair and I'm telling you it wasn't fair 


, because I've got neighbors down the road who farm with FHA who are buying land and 

who're buying equipment and bay, and ~g the money they need and yet theY're able to 

do so, but we own our land and we' can't even get operating mOney from FHA. When it says 

in the pamphlet, for young farmers, I got a pamphlet, got it in here, young fanner. You're 

interested in beinga,Young farmer ~enFHA want to help. '~ is the help? Thank you. 

DicJc Fowles: 


Rev! Johnson is next and then fonowUtg ReV. Jol:msQn win be Gladys Hodge. 


- . ",- . 

Rey.lames M, Johnson,llttleton NC': ' , ' 
, " 

Mr. ~ if I might, I would'like wyie1d my time to Mr. Gary Grant. Iithat's not , ! 

permissible I will speak. 
., ,; 

DickPowler 


I'm sorry.... 


Rev. Iohnson 


I would like to yield my time to Mr. Gary Grant If that is not permissible I will speak. 
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CM! RightsListeningFOilllll 

Halifax. Ncrth CruollnD 

Diclc. Fo1rier 
"', 

You may yield your time . 

. 'Gary Grant, Concerned CitiZens of1iUery Land Loss Fund, Tillery NC 

,Thank yoU Rev~ JorulS011. CongressWonrefl. Cayton and ~Gliclanan, thisJs the second 

.meetinS in 30 days with Mr. Glickman aruU'm still waiting for some of the peOple who sent 
, . 

you lett2rs to hear nmn your office' regarditlg my father and m.y brother. I now ~ill not only 

.have to speak for m~r family and the.Co~Cifizens ofTillery l.and LOss Fun<L but I aiso 

have to sp9k now'lr the Halifax County black farmer. Before I do I don't want to turn this 

into a shouting matth. We gotta keep things On the straight andrunTOW. The yOung truJn who 
. . 

. came from the State Department of AgriCtdture I don't think that the secretary, the Stare 
. , 

secretary should not be here_~th you ~~ .tbjswas ano~ type setting. He would not 

have sent y~ buthi! would have beert here himself. T~my ~ter~ Offa Lou Jenkins who ',' 
':' . , . 

thinks that color mal~ no differehce I wonder why I have on my answering machine from her 

fOT me to locate a £aiJ~ skinned NegrO £or ~ to puton'the Human ~tionsCou:ndi in1995. 
"', " 

(off mike comment by Ms. Jenkins) Yes ma'amr I do.. 1'11\ not 'out ofarder.We're getting 
. .' '.' 

things straight here.. Wclre talking about racisDt that keeps black people from being able to 

survive. fwish for to make it known to you from the outset that I am speaking to you today 

on behalf of the conoemed citizens of rilkmy, Land Loss Fund and that Iam the son Of 
.~. .. . . .. 

Matthew Grant, Porenza Grant, and the brother to Richard. D. Grant who is incapicitated to 

. tile point that he canilOt be here this evening and incapacitated to the point that he has no 

more faith in thissys'tem of govermnent thathas taken his land away from him while he was, 
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trying to make a settlement. My family and'I have ~~ked long and diligently for the paSt 20 
. ..". 	 . 

,	years to see such an event take place in fIalifax county, North Carolina, where offidals from 


Washington, D.C. actually appeared at our'doorstep to hear our excruciating details and the 

, 	 , ~ 

,valid complaints against the ~ regionaL and state and nati~ agencies for the Far.m.ers " ' 

, ' 	 ' 

Home Administration. We have leained to think Qf every ~ on the part of theU. s. 

._ gover.nment as a trick, a pre-text, and away to subterfuge action and ~ for the bl8.ck 

farmers and landowners, but ODe u:aore ~ and I think yOur Congresswoman Clayton fur 

bringiDg this to Halifax Coimty,thankyou Secretary Glickman for conrlng. As a b~w~ are. 

gOing to t.mst that your motives foi: being here ~ sincere and ----,. We hope for and 

we demand swift and decisive action to correct'andredify the recentpradicesthi!it have long 

characterized the relation between black farmers and localFinHA offidals in the South. . 

Hopefully, these problems l\jllbe seriOU$ly addressed and ~esOlved at this Regional Listening 

Civil ~ts Forum being heldthrolJghout the S9uth.lnHallfax County the issUes arc ~eep 
. . " '." , . . 

and monumental, tIltaI school6egregation inl'HJ. The court system, the police ~dSheriff's 

" ~t are still use in insidious ways to -control and oppress black people. -40% of 

, African-Americans and 33% of Native AmeriCans hav~ ihcome below the poverty level. Tn . 
. . " 	 . 

faa, South AfricanApartheid does not ev~ de5cribe ~ clandestine and openly ~actions 

against blacks and other minorities inHalifax County. Because the three major races here do 

. 	not go to scboo1 together, do not worship together ~,~ore, have no true social activities 

together not even basketball and fCXJ1ba1.l, blacks are still considered babooN, ignOrant, and 

nobody wants to say this, word today, but just plain niggers, lhat's tilt! quote ~t'sbeM., 
" 	 ., 

. Boating around herel who don't deserve land and civil rights and ifmy family and the othm. . 
. '. . 	 . . 
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who have suffered the same act:ionsand discriminati,?I1S stop to think 01' relent for one 

moment we would be criticized, we ~uld be prai3ed~ hopelessiessand helplessness. 

Federal marshals and the County Sheriffs have invaded oUr land and privacy at almost any 

-unaimounced time. FmHA has also stopped all aedit by suppliers and other lending _. 

institutions. The loeal HaUfax offiCE! ~ed a black farmer liVing expenSes because he refused 

to ask his wife to wiffuiraw from conege, but instead of getting our guns like Ii lot oftbc 

farmers in the Midwest have done we havetri~ to find co11Sl::nIctive and legal ways-to 

addreSs our problen:lS;- We have tried to address how we rould deve16p strategy to ov~ 

tT:te sho~-~m and long-mrm ~ of b1ack land loss. We have sponsured annual Miss B1ack 

Barth pageant withfand·raiSers oatof these small amounfsof moneys, ~e_have been to 

we1£are and social agents 01 farmer:s wtu:; could nDipu:rcbasC groceries, pay utilitY bills, buy 

wood for heating, and pay leiaiefees. W,e have paid these bins_ fur black farmert:J out of _­

~bythe Land Loss FUnd.~"theConcern ~tizens of Tillery. We haVe ~rcd 

local and regional LaiDd Lock Forums to provide information, legal,resources,'and to teach 

Wmers how to wriU~wills and how'to a~oid pitfalls of heired land and assisted them in the 
. ". . . '. ." 

maze for paper wod~ for the apPeal plocess ofFmHA The Grant family has found it 
. .'.... 

imperative to hold n'1OIl.th1y family meetings so~twe Can keep eachlami1y member abreast 
.. ' 

and versed on every action against us by the U. s. Farmers Home-Administration instead of 

-watclUng om childrEn-perish academically and in self~teeni We sought to teach eVen om 
, ," . ~ ." ' 

youngest .family mes:r:tbersthe value of the land and to seek Occupations like becoining 

lawyers- Five minutes.is indeed mUch to short a time in which to amvey the hardships the 

black farmers endU1'E~ every day at the hands of the racist agents of FmHA. We leave you wi1;h 
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Civil Rights Lbtenbrg FOf'IIm 
Balifax. Nanh CDrolilW 

I 

. I these suggestions and demandS. Enough studies ha,!e been done about black farmers; but it is , I 
. .. . 

time 'for the USDA to take the leadership fule in addlwsing this public policy issue from the 


social, economic, environmentaL and political and public 'health impact,on faimers and the 


. '[ann community. Loan data from £arm service agency should be made available il> academiC " 

researchets for quantitative stUdies with a,ppropriate s8feguaTds to protect confi~entiality. I ' 

have two letters here, from the University of North Carolina, one from North Carolina A&T1 

two professors who are willing to take this it ~p further. Theshort-temt emergency funds be 
'. . 

made available for black farmelsis cummtly in'trOuble. In, the iong-~ financial and ~d 

compensation for bll,.ck farn\ers who have lost their land in the past due to FmHA'sdenial of 


their civil rights. This money should be romparable to the $205,000.00 loans in1964 to the 


Scott Hill RecreationA.'isociation ~ScotJand Neck, North Carolina by Farmers Home ' 

, 


Administration at 5% ~ 
" 

fOr 40 yem, to build ~ priv~ g9lf club and course and the 

, . , 

$15,250,(D).OO a guaranteed ~ in Match of1976by Farmers Honte Ad:riunistra.tion to Frank . . '. . . . , 

Perdue to finance the constntctionofPerdue Poultry. Plant in Le~North Carolina that 

. now cripples the greater majority ofblac:kwomen in this area. We also make note that if these 
., ." 

huge loans were'being made is when the gre8~a~'on'biack farmers began in this region. 


That money be made available for the spedal piograms to help teach young people about the 


value of land and the profitability of agricultural and. nOn-agriculturalland develop and to 


. help replenish a bl~k landowning population of young ~lack farmers. That the offtCeo£ 

Congresswoman Cayton and Secretary GIicknlan send representatives Lo the upcoming.8.lack 


Land LOst Summit March 20, 21 to be held in Tillery, North Carolina in1997. To'immediately 


'.
release Matthe~Grant and Richard D. Grant from the clutches and personal vendettas of th~ 

, 

.. 
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Civil.Righ4 I.Bt8Iting FOi'll'" 

Ht1I.ifax. NDfth ~ 


local FmHA racist a.gents. nus statement includes l~ attached to you to help you, I'm 

sorry, this statement includes attached l~ for yo~~p from people across the country 

andfinally, Mr.5eciretary, we the Grant family, want the job and the position and the pension 
, , 

, taken away from BlUy Batchelor, Richard T. Duke, MarilynC. Holleman, William R Danielsl 

Sydney Long, Jr. who as rec~y as the.~day referred to:my family, 11m gettiItg eInotional 

right now1 I'll get therel who referred to my family, and I quote, IIas the most wonysom.e 

family he had ever dealt with.. always squaWking to some agency or other" and this has been 

withiri the past 10 days. We want the job ofRoberl: Cable who had the audacity to wear tnat 

necktie depicting thiilt.c:onfederate militia marclUngm victoty with the Co.nft!derate Flag 

waving at my father"s firial appeal ~ and for their abUse and participation' in the long 

suffering and destroyed'lives, not only of my family, but of an the black ~ that they have 

put outof bUsiness in ~County a~d makingi~ impossible for blaclc farmers to provide ' 

£Or their famlly. Thim: you very much. . 

Didc Fawler 
.' .: 

GladYs Todd and thp.Il next will b¢ JaSper Jon~. 

Gladys Todd, ZebuJon NC 

Good eveiUng everylme. I praise God this evening from who aU blessings flowbecaWie truly 

it's a blessing that Ht~ has provided individuals like CongresSwoman Pyle, ~Miss aayton 

and our Seo:etary GlickmaJ.l., to give Ufi an Opportunity to sit down and talk together 'cause 

reallymyfamilYII'm.hereonthermynameisGladysToddlrom.zebu1on,NorthCaro1i:na~ 
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CiYil RJg/Q IJ.ttenmg F01"Il1II 

Halif=, N.ih 0:zr0Iina 


I'm here on behalf of my family and so many other ~es that I have heard of and that I 

know about that have lost their ~ and their :pfoPerty because of funds that they received 

from the Farmers Home Administration. I have tWo queStions I·would like to address this 

. everring. Number one, what qualifies a fanner to have a debt set aside or canceled interest? 
, ", '. 

We were tQldthat we had collateral; ~IeJ our debt ~ldnot~setaSide. We had a 
, . 

family of six children, four in college at one time, two inhigh school. They were incollege 
. . 

only because they weresmatt enough. we taught them to be ~ enough to work their way 

.. . 
through because we were riot making enough to send them. Therefore; theywere incollege, 

. we had to ~rk, also. Day and night just m keep things gOing at home and to k~,he1p~ , 

then1 going. Bill collectors were calling, we could not satisfy all o£them. • My huS~when . 
. '. .' . 

the three boys became old enough to work we heard about F~Home A.dmi:nimation had 

all these funds that they wer~ goma help the farmers; tnereforeJ he increased his tobacco 
, .. ' ..' , 

allobnent I was working with the ~:.Poverty Agency t:ned to 1:ieJ.p other peOple with 

problems. I hardly knew wh4t was going On at home and all of a sudden my husband toIdme " 
. . 

we had to go to Fa:rme:rs Home because ~reabo~t to lose ~we bad and I didn't 

know what to do but cry. I bas been a ~dous·experienCe for my family. We had to ~ a 

second loanfrom Fann Credit in order to satisfy some p3rts of some of the loans that we . 

:received from the Fa.rmersHomeAdministration. TheJ we had to make those payments each 

year, we had·to make the Farmers Home loan payments ~h year beCauSe ~cou1dn~t get 

money, get any additional funds to farm with. My husband was a good slnart farmer when 
" . . . . 

we first got married, buthe ~so disgusted until he didn't even want to look at a £ann 

,and I can understand it. We also live under the threat of losing some of the property that we. 

,. 
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o . 

had accumulated tc.gether in addition ~ SOlIlQ prop¢y from his mother, we were threatened 
. . . 

by Farmers Home to lose some of tilaiif We didn't zMkethepayment& Question iunnber two, 

if a farmerha~ beertfatted.tO cease farm Operatio118 yi:!l: pay th,clr awesome a~b!d debt 

. where is the money coming from plus pay the intetest? Why thls interest I would like to 

know, can'tyou·catlrelled it? We waited two years to get ~ final information O1uvhatwe . 

would have to pay JFarmers Home annually. We waited, noW, two years to ~ this 

information then wlh.EIi we gOt the itdOnnation weare having now to pa.y $2D,ooo.OO a year•. 

.We are; boih of usare'in oUr 60's, pay $20,(JOaOOayear for this irdeIe;t that we waited for 'for 

two years which was not our fault ~ the other debt that we owe to Farmers Home 
. . . , 

Administration. Ndrw, I woUld like to know if anything can be done about.this interest, if 
, '. ,.! " " . " 

nothing else. Ithas 'been so depressing to me, I have prayed,I even asked tile Lordfor this day 
, , 

and then when this day ~ i didn't ev.enlcllow wlu!re lwas coming to this morning, today, I 
. , . 

was just ~llowing Diy husband and:~y 'son. but I'msOglAd I'm here and gut a Chance:to say 
. . 

the few words that I havesiid, bUt Ido pIan to send more information because this last year I 

started writing a letter to.President Clinton because·I have been V~i50 depressed that I asked 

the Lord what shoul:d we do? And theon1Y~el:ieve thAt I got:was, the SpiritspOke to me and 

said I own a chapel em 1,000hills and ifyou will. serve ft I 'Will. take care and that and that is 

, just what the Lcrrd. hilS done, he has helped us, he enabled us to send our children to college, 

our oldest daughter jis a pediatrician in Charleston, South,ca.roliria and is doing well, all the 

others are out of colli~ge. If it was not for them helping us we would have lost everything that 

we ever owned, but "IN'e are not their responsibility. Thank you. 
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, 	CIIil RighIsListeningFOI'fI1II 
,Halifax, Nord; Carolilla . 

Diclc Fowlgr . 

Jif:5per, Jasper Jones, neXt wUl be J:C Cooper, ElsieJ t'~~rry.. . . '. 	 .. . 

.' 	 lager Ionest Gas!onNC< 

Mr. Chai.rmart, I'm Jasper,W. Jones. 'There must~ a mmtake. Th~e 1Tl1iStbe 8nother Jasper , 

Jones. I didn't.... 

Dick Fowler 

Thank you sir. Mr. CooperJ nex~~llbe Delores Amason 

L 	Co Cooper, Warrenton NC 

, ., 	 Congresswoman Oayton,~etary~ I'm ~c.~fromWarrenton, North 

Caro~W8Il'e1\County. ,IapPearedinoneoft.b.ese program inSeptember ofl993.· Secretary :: 
, 	 '" . .' . , -, ,,",. -' - " " . , 

·Moose was there and glad to see Dallas Smith here again, Thillas. 'lgot the 'same speech agam, :' 
" . ' . '. ',.', .' : '. . ( 

historYmight repeat itself, you might get themessagetms time again. JIm not gonna mad I ' 
" 	 ".," " '," . ' . 

. ' am going to leave time for. Somebodyelse, bUt ,I dow,ant to say that ate Department Of 

,Agricu1.tute promotes ,the ----agricultUre. fm the i%xm'tediah! past Ptesident of North 

Carolina Organic Crop Improvem.ent Association which is recognizcd.throughout the world. I 

grew peanuts in1993, I sbjpped 32tons ofpeanuts to the Netherlands for mOre than 80cents a 
. '. . 	 . . . 

pound. I -waspenaIized by the USDAover $151000.00 for grO'wi:ngthese peanuts because I 
, 	 ' 

didn't have an allotmentl yet the market was in Netherlands, not in the United States. NoW 
.~ , . ' . .. , ' 

.~were creating a market outside of the country and you promoted and sending money for . 
, 	 ' 

Pag,ia . 
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CmJ Rights LIsteningForulII 
Hll/ifta. North O:troiino ' 

the stable agri.culhu'E!, organic is mOre intense than,~ ' but yet you are doing a ..,.-~-.. 

disjustice to the orgtmic grower by ~g thein fPrgroWing·orgaruc products which is not 

even marketed in the United States. By the AIIle token you arc receiving in the United. States 

peanl1t butter and o·ther peariut by-products by the way of ~da and you help deplete the
'. . 

, ". ',,' " .:." 
mattet for your mnnnerdal peanuts, butyet at the same time you wanfio'~&nners ' 

for gt'Owlng organic crops and shipping them abroad. I. did not file a lawsuit lor this because 

my ~wyerwas, hadtained to a judge and brother Frank Banner wanted a retainer fee, SO I 

didn't have the money to pay him that aftEr I paid 14, $15,000.00 to eVen sell 1I!Y crop so I'~ . 
, . . 

gonna put in a requEst for a refund Secretary of my $15,000.00. Thank you very much. 
. ,. . _. 

DkkFowler 


Delores Amason and then ~ l.Yill beS~eyHu~. 


. ,. '. 

Delores Amason, Hillifax NC 

Good ~Congtesswoma;nmyton,Secretary Gliclanan and others on ih~panel. We 
,.' " 

. ',- . " 

appreciate you:r beln:g here. We're glad you·~.here..We are hoping you are nota dollar short 

and a day late; nevertheless wr!re glad your here. I am Delores Harvey Amason. I'm a . 

member of the HarvE!y family. I live inHalifax County, spedfically in Tillery, North Carolina. 

Ifyou can't find us just lookon the 'Internet. We'Ve been on oUrlandfor, siru::e 1944.." You've 
.' . ' 

hear.d most of the coIraDf:!f1ts that I was planning tn make and I just want to add a 'couple of 

thlngs. Acountry tiUlt can bail out any foreign country, that can bail out any auto industry, 

and find a reason to justify it cannot come up with any resources to bcl.p ,the people to put foQd . 
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Civil fljghI.s Listening FonDIJ 

Halif'c, North CIlr.oIin1:1 , 


on your table this morning and who are responsible ~()rmost of the clothes you are ~ 

tonight there is sometliing wrong wttb:thatsystem.. Now the older Fanners Home 

,,Administration my unde:st:ai\ding was supposed to be a lender of last resorts. Iknow "cause I 

,'used to work, I worked rightin the £8rrn o:wnership loan division, I've seen many'a loan 

docket Mr. Gli~ 1used to work for'the Secr$ry'soffke, too. I've seen many other 

complaints. It's supposed to be a lenders last resort, but in my estimation it seems to me that 

we shifted from that last resort thing to an opinion of kick 'em,bankruptcy, wait for them to , 
, ' 

default, and then take their larid. 'Welt. my father has heenon,this larid since 1944 and one of 

the major ~es he made was ~ had all girls and you know the bu.criness world doesn't 
. .... . 

recognize women for anything, much less for farming so nobody wanted'to help'we women 

. .' '. . 

play this farm and as I sciid, there's four generations of UBI We're still on the same land and, " 
, . 

there'5a lOt of his sweat;. my.mother'~ S1'oVe1t, tear. and ha;r:d WQrk went into this land.. 

Bankruptcy was not the answer £or~ybody. If you could paytbe bankrcptcy you ~ have 

paid iton your no1:e, but nobody Wanted to hear that, that was the thing and then the other 
, , 

. , .' ' . 

problem I have is'that the bankiuptty laWs, the Chapter that was written specifically, 
" " 

~~y for farmers was poorly written, it ~ poorlypbra:ied andrnost of theattOr,neys you 

couldn't even interpret it much more administ.er it,but Stull pe!Ople were charged that 

exorbitant fee £or the bankruptcy. Most of the people who got into bankruptcy had to end up 
, ' 

, just like we did suffering. (end of side 1).... how are you. g~mia!arm. if you don't have,any 

equipment? T~me how yattre gonna do it. Example, back in the early 7ft s the Same 

Fanners Home Administration advised my father you need to expand, you need to have more 

collateral in order to qu8lify for operating funds. Speci£ica1Iy,they told him to go down on 
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'. . ' 

Roanoke River and build a boat ramp. Now you ~Wwhere Roanoke River is inTillery, 
, . . '. . . 

build a boat ramp, (:>K? 'lAter on in'the80; s' the State Officetsfrom Raleigh came down and 

met with us and coJ\ced.ed that that advice was not good advice, but later they further 

, determined that it was not dOne inteIitionally with'any harm inmind. Ino.rdet to get 

operating fun4s we had to 'buy more ~~, Not able to borro~moneyaSother~. Still 

'managing to pay ofjf that note sO I'm saying ifyou're thinking that I sound emOtional this 

evening you"re right; OK, and ifyou're thinking we're roncemed aboutworking to help save 

this land you're right and ifyou think we're gOnna get weAk or give up you're wrong. 

Dick Fowler 
. , , 

Stanley Hughes. Following Stanley Hughes will be Evelyn Powell. 

Stanley Hughes, HtU'dle Mill NC 
.. 

, Good afternoon. rnlStanley Hugbes# a falmerfrom Orange County and I have a great 
. . '. . . 

. . ' . . ' . . 

,outstanding loan with FHA my mother mortgage her 50 acres so I could build a hog house and 
", '. . .. ' ..' 

it went ~essfuland then I filed bankruptcy. 'That hasn't' phased out and I'm back 11) 


. ' , 

square one. I think tillfa.rmers here, I've been thinking about this all week about how farmers 

are just like cocaine iiddicts, they got any money IX;) puton a far.r::n, if they've got $2/000.00 in 

farm needed, they p'L1t it out there. I ha\,c been working two jobs for 15 years and tb2f5 been 
. . ~. 

going on with farm, on the farm trying,to make itand T haven1t ma:de it and my thing is if you 

gonna take the farm ,fromme you'll take itand sell it to another farmer for the appraised value 

., 
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, Civil RighI8 LiItsItiIlg Font.1II. 
, Htl/ija; NOI'th CaroIi1fD 

why can't I get the money 8nd let me have it back £o~'.fhe appraised v~ue. That's all I have to 
. -,'. . 

say. Tharik you. 

, Vide Fowler 

Evelyn Powell and nextwill be Oscar Gary. ' 

Evelyn Powell, Rocky Mount NC ' 


Good afternoon. honorable panel I'D hurry up., My name is Evelyn Pow'ell. I am here ' 


representing the c:ori.cemed citizens of Edg~ombeCounty and my grievance is a little bit 

, " 

, different from what you/ve heard~ously: I'm here grieving about theho~, OK. I have, I 

, am a lifelong resident of EdgecambecOunty, I have liv~ iiimy present mllne for 15 years, my 
, . 

family and I, and I have a daycare center adjacent tQ my home, It has been inoperation for 10 
, , , 

years. Ahog fanner decided he wanted to put 6,000 hogs'in front 'of my daycare cente~ and 
. -. . 

I'm here also across the street froIh my dayeare center is the chUrch that I.attend, so the hog 
.'. . '. '. .' , . . . " 

farm would be right behind the'ehttrchacross'£rom;,my center. I have already lost business, I 
" '.; 

am threatened to have t~ shut doWn. 'lwasthere before"he Was, rd like to know if there is, ' 

anything that yon taIl do or anything you can ~y to help us iri the Community to help stop 
. .' . 

these hog £arinersfrom coming in and polluting our air, our water, our land." We are now 


being forced to relOcate. We need to stop. ,They can c~ in; they don't have to 8f!t-any 

, ' 

permits or anything. 1'm a daycare operator and oWner. rmliamsed by the State of North 

, Carolina. Every, in any and everything that I do I have to be, get permission from somebody. ' 

Now he can come inand shut me down in a matter of months and fve spoken before the 
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Civil Rights LiMningFOlD . 
Halifax.. N011h CImJIino . 

LegiSlature, I have ~:poken to my County Health Board, my County Commissioner, Water 

Quality out of Raleigh. had a demonstralion mfrOnt Of.the HenLa Farms in ROCky Mount 

Nobody seems to hem us. It's not only happening in my community, Ws happening inother 

surrounding COII1Dli~ and there; s got to be something that we can do or you can do to 

help us stop this contaminatiOn of oar livelihood. So if there .is anything I Will ~~dmore 

.~ormati.oit to you llbOut that for the sake of time and I would.1ike to seear talk with 

somebody relative to this as soon as possible. Thank you. 

Dick Fowler 

Thank you very mudl. OscatGary, following Oscar G~will be EmilyPedcjnsOn. Is Oscar 
. .' : ',' ..'. . . , 

Gary in the room? You may be making your way to the mike and Imay not recognize you. 

. . 

Perkinson? 01<, ChiU'les White, following Charles White Will be Mark Reese. 
, ., 

Charles White, LawrmCeyi1le VA " 
., ; . '. . 

Mr. Chairman, Congresswoman Oayto~ and~.Secretary. 'My name is Charles White. I'm . 

from Brunswick CcrtmtyI Virginia. The things that I have helld here~ghttherre true.' Back 

in1984 I went ~ the Brunswick County FHA office and applied for a loan to procure land. 

. Yau/te not gonna believe what they said,'but it happened. 'Ilu! day I walked in the flrst thing 
.' .! . 

he told me was you don't qualify. Carm.ot use our services hecau.~ YOll're in the iailitary. I 

said y~ but your book says as lOng as I'm farming three years after the close of the land I 

qualify. They took fhe application and I guess about 30 days they called ~ to come in. They 
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Bali/=. Norlh CartJlinI:z 

. . 

wrote me a letter and told me to rome il\ come on.in. said we can't allow you to use our 

serYices bcXa~e youdon'tbave.any experience. 'I saidnol I w~n't raised on a fania,. but I was 

raised in a farm area and I've been around farming an my life and my Wife was raised on a 
. '. . 

m!l1\ 50 I don't have the experience: she has. What tIley didn1t.know was that I had contacted, 
, .'. .:" 

some people that worked there in FHA~me having been in the military I had met,a lot of 

di£:fercmtpeople aJ:t4 I have a tendency to make a roster of people I meet SO when I need these 

services 1can always call th.tm. One guy I met was a County Supervisor, the other one I II1L1 

was a District Diredorso anyway, we~ one ofthein supplied nte with federal regulB.tions and 

by being in the military I'm used to getting regulations and I am USC to keeping recoi'dsso I 
. . . . ... 

kept records and I dealt with these ~tiONi~' So'~Imettruslittle white OOyand he was 

doing what I wanted to ,do so he gave II'U! aeopy of his farm plan that they had financed the 

year before so when 1presented my farm plan told me it would fly cause I didn't have a cash . . . ,. . , 

flow, butw.bat I bad done I had gon~ back and I ~d ch4mged 50 cents here and 50 cen~ there 

and. a dollar there.. told me itwouldn't fly .• So then I went to see ah, I Was talking to Mr. Lee, 
. ,. -. ... . 

gentleman right here, he told me to go see'a man 'bythe name ofStirts which was looked 
"'.' . 

. .' . 

, Upol\ probably an expert on 'WTiting fmm P~' caSh floWs, ~ I went and he wrote ~ a plan . 

a couple ofweeks later when I gotback said it wasn't gonna fly. But what Ioou1dn:t tell him 

was hey, you're lying man, so I went to see the man overtop of rum which was the District 

Director, he sent me back to the County, said you Satta ~.baCk. .Then I go ~RiclunOOd, they 

send iDe back to the County man. I said no! Then I end up going to D: c. They wottldn:t talk 

. , to me, either. They sent me back tD8le County man Racism is imbedded inFHA, just like we 

had Jim Crow laws, FHA has supervisors that have I would say unwritten laws that are 
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. designed to hinder blacks. Now, in: Bl'WlSWick CoUl\f.y we have blacks that are good fanners. 

We ~d a County &Ltpei'visOI that was'one, now lhaf.e to say this~ no I don't hate to say this 

either' cause it's true. There wa.c; o~e of the lyingest men that ever walked the face ("If God's 
. , 

green earth and Ip:ovedit. Now1 have a file on him and the things that rm t.eTI~g you I can 

prove. I went step by step utilizing ~me'of, was supposed to be some Of the bestininds in 

FHA.and I went by, his supposed gUidelines. I don't want a handout. The only thing I want is . 

for FHA, to go by the guidelines. IfPHAgoes by the guidelines we black fanners could make 

it, but when they dE.ryiate a!td when'they d~things under the table from behind closed doors. 

they are designed felr 
. 

us to fail, yeah ~gonna fail, and there's one thing r d like to say to, Mr. 
. 

, . ~ ....' . ' 

Grant, right on and I'm in yoUr comer. I don'tknoW ~hat good lean do'toryou,!et me know. 

rd like to say to the man'that was talki:ng about the banks sending the loans~ sending the pre­

approved appllcatkm about aCari I can ~]lyo~~y they did that, buddy. 'Cause theyJal.ow 

in tbree years thatCiu'S gonnaend up on the junk pile;:,The car w.iiI end up on'the~pile, 
, . 

butland is a natural resource and,'they don't want you to have it, thank you. 

" .' 

Dick Fowler 


Mark Reese. Following Maik. Reese will be VIVian Warren. 
.. 

Mark Reese, Kenbddge VA 

Good afternoon good Congresmnan Eva aa~Secretary of Agriculture Dick Giickman. We 

. have spent all eveniilg listening to the various complainfs and I think that all of us are old . 

enough to realize that we'Uve inAmerica., there has always been discrimination, there will 
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CMlRig/fIs Lirterdng Fonun 

, Halifa:r,. North Ctuolino. 


,	always be discrimination. The question is what are we going to do about it? What is the 

USDA going to do? This partiQUar I~rum is a pro-a~e step itt the rlghtdirection. What we 
" 
, ' 

." 	 . 

need to do as a whole is take aD of these complaints that we have heard, sort them out and put " 
, 	 ' 

, the most competent people in the ptaces to help make the most profitable decisions ~ Our 

, fanners~ I am not a big famier. I got into, I grew up ~the farm and got.f'anningaccidentaUy 

from another business.. but1'm glad because the Lord has away of directing us in a particular 

directiOn that we can be most clfcctive. ,Inour pa.rticular fannand listening to the individuals 

with the hm:ror skJriec;you have to l'6Illy acquire taste to be aiarmer.Thc easy way ®tis get , 

a good job working with Gov~t, that you get good ~1~tyo~ can dress! look 

good;, smell go<>dl and do aD Of thetbings that WeaIt~oUldlike to do inli.fe. Unfortunately, 

all of us don't choose that particular route. The peJple that decide to be farmers are the ones 

that majority of the time grewup farmiItg and thatwas a passion for them. Farming teaches 

us a lot o( good things in life, respo~, teaches yoil Work ethics,and it teaches Y011 about, 

the independence of entreprenenrShip. What all of us are really saying here today is that we 

would like to have a farming operation that creates'enOugh profit &p we won't ~ve these 
-,I ".0 ' • 

unn~saryproblems of economic failure. What I i:hink'needs to be done is the USl?A can 

look favOTably toward,developing programs whereby ~ farms that have inadequate cash 

, flow and does not have the allotments necessary to aeate enoughpr~t and cash income to 

substantiate you and your family's living'expenses and to,pay your principles and ~ur 

inlercst on yOUl'loan. When lUsten to aD of these stOries I h!ar about the ha.rWihip that we , 

had based on the II1OI1i!Y that we received. As I said again this cotmtry has a history of racism.. 

W~re not going to eradicate this tonight, tomorrow night, and I'm. regretfulto .say that this is.a 
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. . . . . 
problem that's going to be with 115 u~til we die.·. ~t can we do about it? We need. 

.. . 

alternative cash·0'0]p6 for farmers that-lulveland, but they do not have the ~otmei:rt that this 

gentleman spoke of to do anything with and you are greatly penal~edl $15,000.00 is a whole 

. lot <?f mont!y. lrould live on that for a year. Mosl of us wuld.that's on a farm bec:ause Of the 

~vities that we're involved in. We have, to as }'OWl!.farmers and afb!r guing b:lck ~ the 

fa:r.m and with tnbacco and ~l'Se$ and other things that 1'm experimenting with.. r m in the 

automobne business, so what you said about the automobiles is right Unfortu:nafely, I'm in. 

the indn.<tby,but it's also an indusay that ~uld.t.ake everything that you and your family 

~d ever awn so lye as a group ~ people need to develop~temativ~~ crops. .,. 

Altern,a.tive crops needs to be'marketed, it needs to have SUpport: organized 1hmugh the' 

USDA Back some years ago when the ~ersities and colleges in OUI surrounding areas,was 

assisting our local faimterS and I'heards~ries about the 50's and the 60's when things were 

good something went wrong then..·~tthat particular tiIne a lot of the funds was ~ 

away froni the small institutions that gave us hands on experience and help and itwas a local 

investment.from these local institutiOns b h".,.m,... individuals that went to schoOlthat. . . r ........·,o . grew

" " . . 

. '.' . . 
up in the comm~ty, that wenttothese.schools and woited bands on withtbese ~ls to 

develop programs to make .farmingpro.fitable. Regardless of whatkind of game plan we put 

tDgether until there's enough cash and profit in the aop thatwe are raising to service our debt 

we are never gonna be able to overcome the stigma of yeB! ~ year of loss in 0Ul' fUms. 

Now, whoever designed the program I don't know. Its really u-reIevant now. unfortunate1y* 

for a lot ~us we're a day late and a dollar short and until we develop as a group an 

alternative cash crop 1:0 help use the land and to make our land profitable there's no loan 
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necessary, there's no ability that any, it's nothing anf~dy can do to actually make your £ann 
.' . . . ". 

play, work. The only thing that will really happen is you'llgo deeper and deeper in ~bt and 
" '.' , 

Until we get an allotment re-worked and ability for individuals to make a deCent living 

profitabily joint, in hand in our community and I will set thatafter this. VIrginiaState . 

University and 1'mfrom Virginia, as Jong·as you have 'the community and the ~tutions not 

being funded correctly so that ~rmation can be gotten out to the farmers for their pilot 

programs and demonStrat:ions set up to help encourage, not to just say we have a program 

that's 
. 

available £or money, but a program ,that can be viable, that caD. 
. 

create the profit and 

· income needed to make a farm operating profitably. Now, allot:.ments.~ need to be 

, increased,.funds needs to be'accesSible, and rvewmkf:d With FHA £or a Couple of years and 

the stories that I hea:rdabout all ofthem'are the same an over this country, so USDA,. what are 

you gonna do about it? 

· You want to tell uswhatcashcrops'youhave? . 
" ',' 

Mark Reese 

,Whatever cash crop I have, I have no specific cash aop. It' ~whatever that can be developed to 

· make tilL" idle land that's sitting around because the indi!idUal that's getting the mijorlty of 

the compensation .~ the individuals that have the large farms and the farms that are small do 

. riOt bave enough allotment on them ~ substantiate their operating overhead .. 

.. 
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. Dick Fowler 
"" 

. .' .' , .' 

Vivian Wari:en.•..pa:rdori~ that's fine, thank Y()U.. 

. Robert H. Cooley, liD, Petersburg. VA (attomey for VIVian Warren, Sed19 VA) 
, . 

Chairman, Congrei~ Secretary Gliclanan, and members of the panel. My~e is 

RobertH. Cooley, III.· T'm an attomey from Virginia and I'm happy to be here 'on behalf of 

Vivian Warren who's father is a client of ~ and who's father was also a client of my 

father's. I've been kitlOWing this familyfor about 20 years. My fathetrepresentedthem and 
now I do. We axe hete because of this invitation, but J'm also concerned thatSome other . 

gentleman said that jb.e had attended aprevi01J6·prOgram miwar to,this and nat 50 5Ure 
. . .' . 

anything changed, but on January 10,1992 ~ behalf of the Wauen family ~ submitted a 

complaint of racial discrimination by the, Farmers Home Administration to U. S. Departinent 

of Agric:u1tu~ atte.n1ion Ms. Jenny ¥-Phillips, Director, We've not heard'a word since,1992 
. . . 

~th respect to this c4)mplaint As'a matter of fact subsequent in that time thisfamlly has been· . 

threatened with £ored,OS\U'e and so we £iled'anothei complaint in yaurofficein Mayo£ 1995. 
,,' .' ' 

" ". ' . 

~ haven't heard an.ything. In the ~,the~Y has notbad operating 1~1we're 

not asking far any operating loanJ anymore, we haven't bef:m able ~ get them since 1985 and 

so since then we've been able to fi~ce the farm operation albeit not at the same level, but our 

problems are ~ry, very representa~ of the systemiC problems involved~. Mt". Warren is . 
. " 

from Southampton G:>unly, Virginia, same county in whi~Nat Tui:ne.t's insurrec:tionin1831 . 

was suppzessed. Since that time black people in Southampton Coun.tY, Virginia have had hell 
, ~ 

to pay. ~ Excase me' but that's the only way I can put it The Farmers Home system of allowing 
., , 
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, IOr.aJ supervisorS to have the virtually the entire" thec0tnplete (Dntrol, you've heard someone 
'. . . -. ..", . '.. . 

speak about howhel s gone to the Districts and the Sttte, ~omingback to the local. The local 

supervisors here have been devastating to black people in'Southampton County. Mr. Warren 

, had a loan from a commercial bank ~1970, before 19701 but segregation Wi15 still in exiStence 

at that time so he approached'the school board and asbd the school boardm a1l~his 

children to ride'the school.buses like the white kids were doing. ~ next day"the local bank 

called him in and said what have you done? Do you realize you can't get anymore money" 

from this bank?" As a matter of fact we could have called in theloan and so no one else would ' 

give him credit and he bad to go to Farmers Home. When he.went to ~~ersHome he got a 

'loan. As a matter of fa~ he Was able to get quite a few .up unti11981 '~I he. was 

unable to get loans; we've heard the reasOns why, your Farm.ers Home plan is not adequate. ' I 

, have Farmezs.Home plans which I've worked on personally_ I've been a United Sta~ . 

Magistrate for five years. I was the fu.'$t black judldal offiCer in Vll~ on a federal ~ 

and I bavesee1l regulations,l have beenin the United States Army, I'm a retired lieutenant 

colonel. I have worked with reguhitIons/"gov~ regulations, I've written So~ but 

when I'm trying to explain to my client what attach:inent'page 5Qf attachment 1 to exhibit ~of 

sub-part S section 1951, can you expect these farmers to understand wbat"~ thi:ngs mean? 

Your system is designed to cause these people to be failures and SO your regulations, while 

your regulations might have.to be that way because of the.£widing, you can certainlyaeate 

handbooks, you can certainly create learning opportunities 50 folkS will know wttat they're. . 
. 

signing 
" 

and so when ~ local supervisor says here, sign that~ they don't know what they're . 

doing. They're patting their en.tire1y livelihood at stake. Money was tight, ~were unable to 
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be paid. This lady, M"i. Warren's mother died in1989, Mrs. Warren ~ the lady who was 

keeping the books and the records ferber lwsband ~Me he was farming. This marlwas a 

master farmer who :Eor 50 years hie; iann was on land that 'his father oWned £or 50 years before 
. -. ' 

. him. All right, the point is I've run out of time. Welve been charged now with default in the 

loans that this man never got We pOmted this out in. o~ 1995 complaint to your office. The, 

Mr. Warren is Uliter.lte. He cannot read or write. When we found out about this foreclosure 

business we looked iln his file and we saw that he has been charged for loans that he never, 

received and now 1u!'5 beiIlg cha:rged with,defaulting on the loans that he never got because 

someone else must have charged lOans to his account and ~ Ptll'ID.elS Home Administration, . , 
. .' . 

has done nothing exi::ept subject this family to. ~ This lady died, I;til sure, because of 

the stJ:'fSS from not having been able to pay these bills and no relief from the government. Mr. 

Warren says ifyou can'ttrnstthe govemmentvvhom else'canyou trust? I'm sorry I'm aut of 
. - . . 

time I'll try to get toanother sedion~wherewe can.diScuss thiS/but I'm prajring, I\9tonly 

onbehalf of the War.l~ famlly, bUt alltbese peoplet everybody in here's got the same problem . 
, . 

except that I think w~~/ve got a crimiItaI situatio~Somcbod.y stole ,some money and is 
.. . "',' '. 

charging it to these poor people. Please give us some relief. Thank you very much. 

Dick Fowler . 

We have:run out of time or very dosely run out of time. ¥ th2 £adlitatot of ~~ 
. .. . . 

forum let me personally thank all of}'9U for being so $oOd about bUying on your time, about 

helpingusmove along. We heard from. a littJ.eoverhalf of those who sigru!d up to speak. Let 

me remind you that those of you who were not able to speak those of you who are in the 
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. a~dience that posSibly did not sign ,~p to speak we would still.like to, ~ from you so let me 
. '. .. . . . \ ", ",' 

remind you of that ada.ressthat'$ onyour agenda, let me also reinindyouonce a.gain of the fax . '. . 

.~ change, 202.;720-0119.- An~we would like to do tWo additional.things before we close. 

,We would like to tUm. the podiumback over to Con~Cla~ and then lastlY we 

. would like to hear againfromSecretaiyGlickman.· Ms. Cayton. 

Congresswoman Clayton 

I want to thank all of those 'who have come and I want to t:hank all of those who have come . . ' . 

,prepared to make a statement and who; indeed, made theii s~~d~nk those who 

did not have a chance to make their statement and h()~'i:batthey ~ be persistent and fill in 
, ' , 

.the information and send it Iknow the £eeling,you say,we;ve done this over aDd over and 
, .' 

you say nothing has changed, more things~ge, the mOre they stay the same andyou're '. 

right and, but you know, you hilve ~ be.persistent ~eit iD. the faced all the evidence to the 

contrary.. That's what I'm told muithis is called faith. and t:haf's, you have to have ~ right 
. . 

will eventually win over so urdess you are'persis~t ,iri.telling yo~ stOry, indeed·all of the 
. '.', " . . . . . 

efforts and the suffering that some of you Mve.undergone and muchof this is, revie:w the 

nat'Ure of it and the details of it Certainly is descriptive of a pattern that ~ hope to, we ~ 

change. Also, in the invitation after this meeting we had made a request and because some of 

you farmers particularly in the southeast who have ~d~astation in terms of Franhad 

asked to have some opportunity to make some overtures to the Secretm;y and some from the 
. .' , 

, . ' ''. 
State government who has been studying the issue because you know farmers not only, you 

. . " 

find it difficult getting loans, but you also find that the Government d~t respond to you in 
" 

Page 42 

tV ad . 99lGEL86lB "ON Xijj 



CMl/tig1b Li$teRiIIg FtJl"ll1ll 
HaI.ijtz%.}/qrth ~ 

" , . the same way as itl~ to businesses whentherei~ a disaster so again, the inequality how 
, , . . ,. ' 

theytreatfarmers Ui notju6tin loans~ bUt also insurance soW-hen youlose your Crop how the 

insurance is done is differentthan,howit is done in,other areas plus you're not treated as an 

entrepreneur altho'Clgh you should be so those are some of the issueS and I know that one or 

two people £rom t1u~ Stata whO wouldlib'to have it out, after we adjournthls meeting and 

because Sec:retary Glickman has to get back we probably will onlyhave about a halfhour, but 
, ' , 

we promise you thOse who were interested. in that that opportunity will be afforded. Again,I .. , . " 

want to thank you an andto say that this i~ (me of I gather seven listerUng sessions that are 

going around the country., Iwas pleased that we were able b;l have it i!l mydist:rict.1 am·not 

pleased that the, conlfuwation'of thepattems cd '~onwuraiuthiS~ but to 

ignore that it is happening would be less'honest so at least ~are dealing with something that ' 

needs to be dealt wiin.: We need' YOlIr,pati.ence, we need your persistence.. but we need you to , 

stay on the case and make sure you;giv~ us strength. 'The'moreyoumake those'statements 

yo~give us strength~ We cantd,o italone.. it won't be done OV'ernight, won't be done with one 
, . 

, , 

case. Each Case is import,ant so tell your stories, ~t,alSo collectively it makes acOm.pelling 

story that indeed the! Government must respond ~ and one person.(tape ends) , 
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