ORIGINAL

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

CIVIL RIGHTS LISTENING SESSION:

ALBANY CIVIC CENTER
ALBANY, GEORGIA
JANUARY 6, 1997

10:00 A.M. -:1:00 P.M.

LISTENING PANEL MEMBERS PRESENT:

Earl Cosby', _ , ~ Robert K. Duncan
Congressman Sanford Bishop : Asécretary Dan Glickmah

Pearlie S. Reed ’ _ - Laura Meadows

CIVIL RIGHTS TASK FORCE MEMBERS PRESENT:

" Wilbur Peer , S : Mon Yee
Joyée Willis , | . Robert Whiting
Karen Messmore j ' Bruce Weber
Samuel Thornton ? : o John Bottum
.Floyd Wheeler o - Leﬁnard Hardy

RENE ARMSTRONG, CVR, CCR
National and State Certified Court Reporter
: 125 Cherokee Avenue :
Leesburg, Georgia 31763-9394
912/438-0340




INDEX OF SPEAKERS DURING LISTENING SESSION

WILLIE HEAD, JR.
TIRSO MORENO
ALFREDO BAHEMA
'SUZANNE SHINGLER
CARL PARKS

FRED DANTELS
DAVID BARNHART
JAMES PERRY

. MELVIN CRUMB

LEWIS PETERSON, JR.

LAMAR CORBIN

' JAMES MAYS
MAMIE DAWKINS
JERRY FIELDS
PATRICIA WILLIAMS
ROBERT HAWKINS
PORTIA HOLMES
 WALTER FéANKLIN
'LEON CRUM .
ARTHUR RHYERS
RENNETH BROWN

ALFRED WALKER

' BROOKS COUNTY, GA

APOPRA, FL
APOPKA, FL
ALBANY, GA
ASHBURN, GA

BLARKELY, GA

‘MONTICELLO, FL

UNION SPRINGS, AL
ROWESVILLE, SC

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS
COLQUITT COUNTY, GA

LESLIE, GA

' GRACEVILLE, FL

BROOKS COUNTY, -GA

TWO EGGS, FL
NEWTON, GA '
MARIANNA, FL' -
GRACEVILLE, Frh'”“
ERNSBURG, SC

COTTONDALE, FL

' 'BUENA VISTA, GA .

MONTICELLO, FL

15,

18

20

23
.
28
31

33

37

42

‘ 45

48

52
53
55
63

64

67

70

72

73

76

119




GEORGE HALL
CHARLES HARRTS
WARREN DANIELS
CECIL BELL
WILLIE ADAMS
JAMES HALL
HOWARD JAMES
DR. BOOKMAN
MILES ROBINSON
ERNEST ' HOWARD
WELTON LONG

 MALCOLM FREEMAN

UNIDENTIFIED SPEARER

BOLIGEE, AL -

LEESBURG, GA
GREEN, FL

SEIMA, AL

' GREENSBORO, GA'

MONTICELLO, FL

TERRELL COUNTY, GA
TUSKEGEE, AL
CLAY COUNTY, FL

DEWY ROSE, GA

A sc

79
84
84
86
90
91 °
93
95
97
98
99
101

102

COMMENTS BY SPEAKERS AFTER SESSION CONCLUDED

JAMES WOODSON

CHARLES FLETCHER

CULLEN PATTON
NED HARMaN
LESTER HAWKINS
RALPH BROWN -
JEROME TUCKER
JOYCE WALTERS
J.B. BLACK, JR.
JERRY BLACK
MARCUS DASHER =
RAYMOND OLDS
DAVID PROCTOR .
HERBERT MAXWELL
SOPHIA GLENN

BAINBRIDGE, GA
COLQUITT COUNTY, GA
GREENVILLE, GA

CARROLLTON, GA

PATAULA COUNTY, AL

VALDOSTA, GA

QUITMAN, GA

NEWINGTON, GA
NEWINGTON, GA
VIDALIA, GA

CAMBELLTON, FL
MONTICELLO, FL
MONTICELLO, FL

 TALLAHASSEE, FL

105
106
107
108
109
109
110
110
111
112
113
115
116

116

117




10
11
12
13
14

15

16

17

18

19

20
21
22

23

24

25

ggggggg;ugg OF SESSION
MR. COSBY: Good morning, ladies and ‘gentlemen, and
thank you for your attention. I’m Earl Cosby, the State
Conser&ationist with the Natural Resources Conservation
Service here in Georgia. We welcome you to this Civii
Rights Listening Seesion today. We have people'here f:oﬁ
a number of states; many of the surrounding states, ¢£
course, including Georgia. We ﬁhank you for taking time
ouﬁ‘of.your busy schedules to be with us fodaf. 'We're
looking forwarding to you providing input to the Deparﬁmené
of Agricultufe, and of course, Secretary Glickman, and the
Civil Rights Action Team that is present with us today.
We’re pleased with the commitments of the Department;
Secretary Glickman, and the Action Team to getAcusfome}‘
feedback. And of course, ﬁhose customers are you. We’re
also pleased that we have the sighal that necessary changee
will be made as‘commente and concerns are brought to the

Department.. We have a panel of distinguished guests here

.today, and w1ll start the dlalogue w1th you.

At thls time I will go through and make ‘some
introductions. I will also call on a few other people here
to make some introductions, as well First} I willf

lntroduce a couple of people that work with me from day to

day as agency heads here in the’ state. First, is. Laura

. Meadows, who is the Director of the Rural Development
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Agency, formerly the Farmers Home Administration. Next to |
her, we have Robert Duncan, who is the Acting Director of
the Farm Service Agency, formerly'known as the ASCS.

At this time, I‘m going to call on one of our strong

. supporters who helped us put this 1listening session

- together, that is the Executive Director of the Federation

of Southern Cooperatives, Mr. Ralph Paige, to make a few

opening comments:.

MR. PAIGE: Thank you so much. I want to welcomé
everyone hére on lbehalf of ~‘the Federation of Southern
Cﬁoperatives, and especially‘otr Albany, Geofgia, office,
headed by Mrs. She:rod, fbr coming, for helping us put it
together. This is a historic occasion. Never before, that
I can remembér, and I’ve been doing this work for over 27
years, that we’ve had a Secretary to come out and agree to
pmtvforthllistening sessions throughout the South.

I believe this is the first of eight different
sessions that will listen to complaints, c¢ivil rights

complaints, and will»listen to problems that farmers have,

especially minority farmers, specifically those of African-

American farmers. This is‘tremendous{

To you, Mr. Secretary,:we commend you for doing this,
and’we thank you. And hopefully, tﬁis will lead toward
some very, Very, iong-lastiﬁg action kthat’s \very' much«

needed to correct some of the problems that USDA affects
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minority farmers, that affécts the ones who have been hurt‘
most, who have been hurt most of all by the problems like
credit, like marketing, all types of civil rights
complaints. "This would be the, this wéu;d -- this is 5‘
type.of'action. We encourage you to gd férth today and putl
forth, not a quick-fix, but long-lasting action that woul&

lead to some permahent_solutions to the many problems thaﬁ

~most of you, or all of you, face here as minority farmers.

With that, I want'again, to thank Mr. Bishop, the rest

of the panelists for~c0ming and helping to put forth this

- session. And»to the farmers. Please, go out and talk and

say the things that you’ve said to us, the complain;s that
you have put forth. This is agaiﬁ, I reiterate, this is

the very first time that this has happened. It’s histori;,i
and we want to take a, take advantage 6f ﬁhis opportunitfi

where something can happen in a positive nature for you.

After this session, and after these hearings are'over,§

I persbnally hope never again that we would have to gb‘

through this with the Department of Agriculture. I hope

never again to see another complaint of discrimination at.

AUSDA. I hope once and for all these type problems we caﬁ}

t

fix. After all, this is the greatest nation on the’
continent, and agriculture is a prime example of.whatvit?

should be wofldwide. We should have an opportunity to:

participate in it. We should have the opportunity to stéy7
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_capacity,

on our farms, to make a living in rural communities. And
f ' -
this would;—--I think this is a first step to what -- that

. l : _ : _
lead towaqd a holistic approach to land 'loss and to the
| ‘ '
problems of minority, farmers.
Agaiq,,we thank you, and welcome.

|
MR. COSBY: Thank you, Mr. Paige. At this time, I

will cont%nue with the introductions. And we have some

people that will make introductions, as well as brief

comments. |

The first one I will call on is a 28-year career
employee of the Natural Resources Conservation Service,

formerly the Soil Conservation Service. He acts in his

at this time, as the Associate Chief of the

Acgency from Washington, D.C. He’s also the chairperson.of
| .

i A
the Civil Rights Action Team of the Department of

| : | |
Agricultu#e, Mr. Pearlie Reed.
\ ' ' ‘ .
MR. REED: Thank you Earl. And good morning to all of
yoﬁ;' It;is indeed an honor and a privilege for me to be

here witﬁ you today. I would like to ask the members of

the Sedrétary’s;civil Rights Action Team to just stand for

|

a moment so that you can see who they are. So, would all

of you piease stand?
‘ (The members stood.).-

Thank you.

|

| - (Applause)

My /task here this morning is to introduce the
B .

b

|
f
[
i
|
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_Honorable Sanford D. Biéhop, congressman from the great

Second Congressional District of the great stéte' of
Geofgia.l I.héve a long biography of him here. I won’t
read it. So, what I will simply do is to ask you to joi#
me in welcoming Mr. Bishop. |
MR..BISHOP: Thank you very much Pearlie. And let mé
say what has already been said by Ralph Paige and manf
6thers, that we are grateful for tﬁe Secretary’s taking thé

time -and having the interest and the concern. I'm to

address some of the perennial nagging issues that have been

plaguing USDA for many} many years. We have a Secretary
who, .when having these issues brought to his attentionﬁ

decided that he would take the bull by the horns. That he'

would uncover whatever had been swept under the rug. That'

he would objectiveiy, fairly,  carefully, examine,i
investigate; but more importantly, listen.

And, as you are all ~aware, .this is one of eight
listening sessions that the Secfetary has scheduled across}
the céuntry. To listen to péople who are the customers ofi
USDA. To try to hear youf concerns, your probleﬁs, your
issues. To record them. To have the-Civil'Rights Task?
ForCe to listen to them so that they can take what YOu have

to say, the issues that you raise, the solutions that you

propose, put . them in the form of'recpmmendations for a

permanent résQlution of these all too long-standing issues.;
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And T ]ust think that our Secretary,,Dan Glickman,

deserves a round of applause for taking the bull by the

, |
horns agalnﬁ
l

(Standing'ovation.):

I am not going to take ﬁhe time to do more talking,
because actéally the purpose of this meeting is to listen.
You know beéter than anyone how USDA has impacted you or
how it’s failed to impact YOu. And that is why we’re ﬁere,

because we want to hear first-hand from you how USDA is

f ,
perEormlng{ andh what the problems are, and how those

‘problems cén be fixed.

My other task this morning is, of course, to present
i ; - ‘
to you thé Secretary. 1I’ve had an association with the

Se¢retary7 prior to his tenure in this job, when he served

on the Agriculture Committee, during my first term of

! :
co-ngress,IJ He was knowledgeable, highly respected, and when

f

“he spoke on the committee, everyone listened. When he was

|

' appointedﬂ after having representéd~the people of Kansas

for many{'many, years in the congress, having served on

several !of thé.'Sﬁbcommittees,‘ on the Agv Committee,
includiné.the General Farm; the General Farm Commodifies
Jubcommi%ﬁee Chairman, where he was also on the
uubcommﬁ%tee on wheat, soybeans and feed grains.

He | 1mplemented legislation that helped us to expand

4

our trade possibilities and to make American agriculture

!
1
;

|
|
|
|
i
!

}<
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‘persistence in helping me deal with this issue. Which ié

basically, that USDA has an obligation, a responsibility,tb
treat its customers and treat its employees with dignity,

with fairness, with equality. And I can say, that in some

~cases, we’ve done a good job at .that. And, in some cases,

we’ve done a bad job of that. ' ' .

And what we'fe here.today>is to, under the leadershi§
of Pearlie Reed; who has been introduced to you, is to
listen ﬁo' folks around the country to try to get a

first-hand feel of the facts and of the character and

texture of problems that people go through when they deal.

with the Departﬁent of Agricultufe. ‘

The wayVI look at it, and the way the President looksl
at it, how-we treat our people and how we 'tréat our .
employees, and how we treat our customers -- farmers,
rancheré, people in’this room —-- is more important than anyv
déi;y program or wheat program or -corn  -program Or
conservation program or anything else that we do. Because |

if we don’t treat our people in the way‘that’s right, then

the substantive  programs don’t make all that much

difference.

So, what we are trying to do is to look at the areas

that we have failed iﬁ, and to try to determine how we can

" do it better. And look at the areas that we have succeeded

in, and find out why we have done it.
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|
I
i . ) . . .
] | |
As many of you know, we’ve been in the news a lot
!
lately. And while I love publicity, some of the news that
o . ' , - ‘
we've,hadflately is not the type news that I particularly
_ | ) | '
like. News about complaints about discrimination, black
civil rights enforcement, and inadequate outreach of
i -
service to any farmer, and to minority farmers in

|

particular. That is simply unacceptable. However, I think

it has pr?vided us with an opportunity to address the issue |

and to maFe changes in the Department. Make changes -in how

we servejpeople; make changes to try to improve American

i
H

. : i
agriculture.

So,| my goal is to take a situation and to make

" lemonade | out of lemons, so to speak, is to take it and do

some gqo§ things with it. The Department of Agriculture --
give y§%~ a littlé bit of background f-v is a hﬁge
decentralized bufeaucracy, about 100,000 people work for
this‘depgrtment. ‘Many of the decisions that.afﬁecélfarmers

are madé in hundreds of county offices around the country.

. : , :
- In fact, the Department of Agriculture is the most

decentralized of all federal agencies.
True, most of the decisions that are actually made,
L |
that acFually affect farmers are not made in Washington;

they’rﬂ‘made locally. And the situation is made more
| ‘

cdmplexxbecause many of the staff that work for, on farm

probleﬁé, actually work for the state or the county, and

i

|
o
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are not actually employees of the Department of
Agrieulture,'even though they’re out here working in county
offices. And so, they don’t answer to USDA dlrectly, in
many cases.‘“ However, they help us stay close to our |
customers, and put a human‘faee on the federel éovefﬁment;
And that’s the way Franklin Roosevelt set‘it up, because he
recognlzed the benefits of a local presence. : K f

However, the history of civil rights shows that

.certain decisions, partlcularly those affecting the.most

basic rights of our citizens, should be made according to

national standards:. That’s why we have civil rights'laws};

We '-- Washington does not let cdunty commissions make its"

own civil rights decisions. We have learned that we have,.

that there are certain basic national principles that we

have to establish. So, what we’re doing today is to try to
figure out where we need to do better.
I established a Civil Rights Action Team under the

leadership of Pearlie Reed. And these folks, these men and

women who are down -- who stood up w1th you, represent all

dlfferent agencies of the Department of Agriculture, from
rural development, to the forest seerce, and everything in :
between. I‘ve asked them to, to help advise me. They’re

the ones that will actually be coming up with a report to

“me some time within the next 30 to 40 days, which we will

then act}upon, to make these changes. During January, this
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team will ﬁold 13 listening'forums nationwide, all ovér the

country, a&d they will come up with recommendations, as I
i N . -

said, bef%re mid-February.
In addition to that, I have ordered our Farm Service
Agency to,kempcrarily halt foreclosure sales on delinquent '
| : :

farm loan%, until a determination can be made on each case,

as to ‘whgther there is evidence of discrimination or

- inconsistency in program delivery.

' Thir&, I directed each USDA agency that serves farmers

‘to establhsh an outreach office. These outreach offices

will work  directly with the public and constituéncy'groups
. : . ;
to imprd&e the Department’s outreach and service to
] ‘ : .

minority:and socially disadvantéged producers. 

Fou%th, I requested our department’é Off;ce bf
Inspecto% Général'; to investigate allegations  of
discfimiﬁation at theiFarmIService_Agency,‘and recémmend a
plan for[prqmptly‘resolviﬁg complaints that are there. Let

| : \ :
me just ?lose by saying this. Abraham Lincoln created the

Departme@t of Agriculture in 1862. He called it the:

,”people'g department®; that’s what it was named.. Its

: | .
functio% was to disseminate seeds to farmers around the

! ' : .
country, seeds and information about seeds and planting

deciéioﬂs. :

o B ' o , ‘

This basically, was kind of the forerunner of our

| S _

extenéi&n programs that we have right now. What I .want to
| B

i
|
|

|
|
|
|
H
H
|

12
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‘Help us to make this plaée a better place because you're 

make sure isnwhen_people'think'of USbA, they think that wg.
are, in fact, the people’s department; éll the pégple’s
department, not'just some of the people’s depértme#t;

| So: today, we begin the process of our listeniné
sessions, where we.want to find out from you how are things
going. What'cén we do better on? Where are the pfoblems?}

{

What kind of program should we be doing in the future?

the owners of the Department of Agriculﬁure._ You’re the‘
taxpayers in this room. You’re my bosses. You’re the
bosses of éverybody eiée that'ére up here. You’re the boss;
of Sanford Bishop heré; you pay his éalary. All fight?'

So, you’re our employers and we understand that. And:
we hope today that you can hélp us make this agency a place
that’s 'prodﬁCtive._. And és' it’s long-iasting goal, 'tb
ehcourage ybunger farmers, smaller farmers, minority 1
farmers, to stay in agriculture; And to come back into
agriculture to reverse the trends towards conédlidation and |
concentration égficulture; which is happening all over thé
country. Thank you-all very much. |

MR. COSBY: Thank you, Mr. Secretafy.'

At this time, I will go through a few ground rules, if
you will, that we will follow as we conduct this listening'

session this morning. As I indicated, just a couple of

seconds ago, that this is a listening session, it’s not a

)
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debate. S¢

'I
|
|
I
I

f

|
o]
I

; your comments will be taken, and of course,
P ’ '

used thrOuéhout this process.

| B :
- Let mé ask the speakers, 'if you would, to come to the

microphoneg. And there are microphones scattered
|

lthroughoutfthe audience. And speak ihto those microphones.

| . .
As you st%rt, I would ask that you would state your name

1

and where you’re from, and begin to do your presentation.

.l caq . . : :
The sessions will be videotaped as well as audiotaped. We

also have transcribers that ‘will be taking your

ihformatién.
. ! o . .
I will call the speakers, as I indicated. And we
. | 4 « :
would -- I have a timekeeper here. When you’re out of

time, Cyn;hia will hold up a card when you have one minute
léft,»qrghold up the next card, which is a zero, when

there’s no time left.
If‘yFu still have information that you would like to

present when your time has expired, we’re going to ask that

you woul# follow one of our ushers and begin to give»that

' . ) ! . . V ' . , . .
‘information to them, or to an appropriate person in

writing;{ If‘ycu'could remember that for me, you would help

l

me to dq my jbb.this'morning and keep this session on

|

schedule, »
T | o '
We will take a break at about 10:30. And I say about

-- excuse me, 11:30; we’ll take a break about 11:30.  And

1 say about, because I’m not exactly sure where‘the minutes

14
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Will fall as speakers are here talking. And we will come

back right after the break and finish up by 1:00 p.m.
At this time we’re ready to begin our listening
session. I will call the first speaker. Many of you

indicated this morning, as you registered, that you would

like to speak. Our first one is Mr. Willie Head, Jr., from

Pavo, Georgia. 1f yOu'will step to the microphone and

indicate who ycu are and bégin yoﬁr presentation forvfivé

minutes. Yes, sir. |
COMMENT BY: MR. WILLIE HEAD, JR.

Willie Head, Jr. Good morning. Té the Secretary of

'Agriculture, to Congressman Bishop, and the panel, we»bring,you

greetings from Brooks County. My name is Willie Head, Jr. I‘m

a third-generation farmer from Brooks Couhty,’ Georgia; thei

. county seat Quitman.

My =-- I didn’t realize I’d bevfirst, but, I’m here.:

My complaint with the Farmers Home, or FSA now, I received a

letter in the mail. ' It said that the Agriculture Department or
USDA wanted to correct their decade of wrongs. And they are
correct. vSiﬁce,lgss, we haven’i been able to get anything as€
minority farmers;v We worked diiigently and we fealized that
hard work ,doeéﬁ't get it. You have to have opportunity.?

Opportunity must be present along with hard work. We certainly.

work hard.

- Since 1986; we haven’t been able to get anything from -

)
t
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!

Farmers Home. ‘We’ve survived until this point. Earlier this

s

year we also ré%eived.a letter»saying thatiithin’45 days, if

you were delinduent with Farmers Home, you had to pay up.

- - 1

That’s iNPOSSib%e for us to do it, since we haven’t received any

financial assistance from Farmers Home since 1986. I talked to
. i ‘

the Secretary i% Kentucky at Farm Aid last year, and I asked him

about ajprovisién that was in the previéus farm bill, before the

1995 Farm Bill.| I asked him was there any provision in there

i . :
for the minority farmer. He said that there was, but they had

been voted‘dowﬂ.. I asked him would they be reentered into the

| : ‘
1995 farm bill.] And he said they would; they’d probably vote it

o
down again. |

So, {that tells me something; that it’s some

| .
discrimination, to me in my mind, that there  is some

discrimination. .You‘re tellinq me that there are policies that

go in for a minority farmer, and they’re going to be voted down

even before tAat'they’re voted on. .So, I feel stronglf that
theré is some‘disérimination that involves the black farmer.
'Sin%e 1986, we hadnft been able to get anything. It’sv
approximately}ﬁo or 65 black farmefs”in my coﬁnty. And onlyAtwo.
to three of t#em get assistance erm Farmers Home.  And we’re
looking, in 1#97, for those two or three not to get anything,
uniess the poﬂicies ére changed. So, we’re asking the Secretary
to put these | groups ouﬁ there. To reélly put watchdogs, or

groups out there, to watch these local communities. Because

-
|
i
-
|
|
.
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‘And if you’ré not going to get any financing from the bank,

going to get anything down there. So, the government will have.

'problem with these local committees. C C

‘would like to reannounce the name of my —- Brooks County; Brooks

they’re the one: that helps make the decision to ‘decide whethef
we get anything or not.. And that’s pért of the problem; there
hasn’t been any watchdog groups over these local committeesé
Because the same people on‘the bank committée's on the‘ASCg

Committees; they’re on all committees within the system there.

you’re surely not going'to get any from FSA, because the peopile
that’s on that committee is on the bank committee. He’s turned
you down at the bank, and you go down to the ASCS office and|

apply, and he’s on the same committee. Certainly, you’re not;

to put somebody over these committees, or instrument some kind"
of plan or program, and see that these committees are fair.

Because they’re certainly not fair, and that’s part of the|
They won’t let us have anything. in my county. And I

County. Somebody.need to comé.down_there and see how they can .
carry on the programs in that county. That county’s 62 peréent:

minority or 62 percent black. And they’ve controlled
everything; especiall? in the agriculture departmént. We can't
get anything; anything. I mean, we can’t gét.anything.- And
it’s just not fair. We are taxpayers also. We have wives; we

have daughters that want to go to college; we have sons who want

to go to college. And that’s the way we make our living. there.
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Our name is also written in the lane. And we'need sdmebody come
in and assist us to put watchdog groups over these places, so
they can see that we re treated falrly

Thank you.

1

MR. COSBY: Thank you. I will call the next speaker.
And please| indicate who you are, and where you‘are from, as

you approach the microphone. Our next speaker is Tirso -

" Moreno froF Apopka, Florida. And, please, forgive me if I

mispronou%ce those'names.

’comugnm BY: TIRSO MORENO.

My name is Tirso Moreno And you did a good job in

l

pronouncing thF name. I'm from Apopka, Florida.  And I

represent the Farm Abuse Association in Florida and I’'m also

part of several national organizations that are looking for
1mprovement oflthelr lives of farm workers and their families.
And I would like to start by saylng that farm workers,‘
even that are not enough information about the‘numbers( there
are probably Q&er three million farm workers in the U.S.  And
just in Flofidg, we have over 300,000 people who don’t own. any
land, buteare!wo;kers in the agriculﬁufal industry and. for-

farmers. And most of them work for very large corporations that
- 4 ‘

- are =-- employ%d,thousands of them. And the situation of the.

farm workers,>%t is worse when'they work for larger farmers than

when they work for smaller farmers. And, I mean, that is

1
T
|
I

|
i
|
|
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reality. -
Also, farm Workers do have families who are affected
directly by the situation they héve at work, at the work places;

It is important also to mention that the death rate for'farmef

 workers'is about five times higher than your rate of any other,

you .kndw,' all the other occupations combined. . The lifé
ex?ectancy of farmers is still ébout 49 years old. It is less
than 20 vyears, compared' with people who work in other
induétries. _ V | |

There are about 300,000 cases of illnesses, and ove%
1,000 deaths every year related to pésticides as exposure. ‘Many
of the probléms, mahy of the -- these kind of problems are'not;
or have not been documenfed. “ 8o, the-numbérs can be muéh
greater than what I’m talking about. }

The poverty 1s a strain in'our'communitieé{‘ Thé
industry has kept sélaries at the very, yéu know, very, verf
low. To the point that the férm workers’ bﬂying power have beeﬁ.
reducéd to juét about half than what we'had about 15 years agoJ
The way the farm workers are paid, they’re paiduby the piece,

which is not -- I mean, as much as they =-- I mean, they, they

- improve ' their skills, and they improve their capacity to

produce. But with the low wages they pay, there is no way you

can keep up with the-cbst of living. So, our people is pooret

than 15 years ago. That is a big problem.

Many of the owners of the industry do not hire the
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workers directly. They use the labor contracting system which

take away the V%sponsibilitytof the employers. We want to say
| ,

also, that our ?ommnnities would not know of any direct services

to the farm wofkers. And the.Department, I mean, we -- when I

was invited to this event, I didn’t even know what to talk

about, what to ask for. Because we don’t have -- it might be of

. service to farmers, or to the big corporations who are our

employers, -but |our communities do not know what the Department
is doiﬁg for‘o#r,'fof our people. I_might be ignoranﬁ.abbut
this. Therefs}a, you know; I think it’s important to consider
that. We do re%ommend that the Department have morerfocnsing to
the farm worke%s' communities.
I h%ve, I mean, some more recommendations, more -
specific,‘but~i think the time is over.. |
MR. qOSBf:  I have a recorder for you. James Ford, if
you wdulé'come,and take this gentleman to one of the
recorders; we will —- would like to have that information.
MR;.%ORENo; Uh-huh (yes.) |
MR. %OSBY: Thank you, sir.

MR. MORENO: Okay.

A « . A
MR. COSBY: Our next speaker is Alfredo Bahema, from
Apopka, Florida.

. I |
COMMENT BY: ALFREDO BAHEMA

Hi. My:name.is Alfredo Bahema, and I representvthe"
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Farm Workers Association in Florida. I would like to talk abonr

the living conditions of the farm workers, and especially the.

~ salaries. For the last 10, 20 years, the piece rate in salaries

continues to be the same for farm workers, when the cost of
living is 100 hundred percent higher today. And the lack of
guarantee of work makes the farm workers to be the most poor

workers in the Unlted States. I feel that the .lack of

'responsibilities from the agricultural industries and farmeré

makes the situation worse.

Related to housing, the farm workers are living in the
worse cénditions, Qorse housing conditions than ln the last 20
years. And this makesvthe many farm workers is that’s renting
their own -- renting houses in higher costs.

On the other hand, I want to mention that there is a
lack of enforcing the law related to field sanitation. Tirso

Moreno was explaining about how pesticides arevdangerons to, to

all farm, farm workers that are in contact with pesticides. And

field sanitation is a real need for farm workers. And on thé

other hand, the workers’ protection of standard law is not being

enforced as well. We feel that farm workers needs to be better

~trained, related to pesticides, not by videos. We feel .that

farm workers needs to be trained by public education in their
own language, in language that they, they can understand.’
We always complalned about more sc1ent1f1c studies on

how pesticides damage the farm workers’ health. We have been




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

- 25

;
|
|

|

N
|
|
|

- making a lot of recommendation on how farm workers suffers from

short-term symptoms,‘as well as long-term symptoms. We chplaln
that many lack:of their own -—~they don’t know about how to
treat farm workers when they have pest1c1de symptoms. -And if
farm wozkers aré well educated about pest1c1des, it’s g01ng to\
be a long job on them. ,

I waqt to mention that we need, farm workers -need a
lot of more ?etter> housing - projects ‘and .better economic
development pro%estsy include alliance. We need as well, child
sare, because tPere is a lot sf childrens iﬁ the'fields‘as Well.

And if I did mentlon pest1c1des, chlldrens has been exposed to

pesticides as well

I ha&e a lot of other things that I would like to

~mention, but I %as not prepared real well. But if I have == I’m

|
going to try to}wrlte the living condltlons and circumstances of
|
the farm workers. And I can send it to you as well.
: I
ThanF you.

|

i

- MR. tOSBY; Thank you, sir. I should mention at this

time, ani I failed to do so at the beginning, is that on
| ' '

“the way %n, or at least when you registered, you should

have'picﬁed up a comment form, or the people at the table
should h%ve given you 6ne, And please feel free to use

that comﬁent form to address those -- to list those
additionél«concerns, if you would, please.
! ‘

|
f |
|
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.OQF next speaker, Suzanne _Shihglef, the Georgié.
‘Ratite Association.
| MS. SHINGLER: .Excuse me. It’s Shingler, and it’s the’
‘ Geofgia Ratite Association, | |
MR. COSBY: All right. Thank you.
coMMENf BY: suzANﬁE SHINGLER
"My name is Suéanne'Shingler. I‘m from here in Albany,
Georgia. And ratites are ostrich, emus andrrheas} 'And it’s 5
growing industry acrdss'this nation. And right now, we’r§
having to pay $33 an hour to haVé‘our meat inspécted_and geﬁ iﬁ
to the market . Becaﬁse,it’s a nonamenable meat —- most market$
don’t even know where to look at what nonamenable or amehablé
mean. But, if we're‘io.be an alternative industry in this

nation, and if we’re to be able to get our meat to the market,

' we have got to have help on getting the price of inspection

down..

Right now, the state of Geérgia has declared ostrich}
emu, ahd rhea livestock, so that we can précéss it in red meaﬁ
facilities where they do beefvénd pork. But to get this to thé

mafket, we have to pay not only to have it slaughtered, but alsd

'to have the meat inspected while it is slaughtered, while it’s

being packed. . We have got to have some assistance in this froﬁ
USDA. We have got to have standards set. These birds are a
very marketable item. .It’s a healthy meat. It’s an alternative

choice for people who have heart problems or cholesterol
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he birds produce an oil. The emus produce an

oil, the rheas produce oil that can be used in medicine, as well
: | . .
as in cqsmeticsﬁ Standards need to be set on that. Standards

need to be set on inspection. 'And, if nothing else, make that
time that we’&e in the slaughter house slaughtering and
procesSing meat be profated) because, at the same time, they’re

|

doing pork and beef in some other ‘department in that, in that
same slaughter house.
- This|industry is quite big in the state of Georgia.

1 ‘ . ‘
We have over 600 farmers. It takes a small amount of land to do

- ratite farmingf Flfty acres can produce over $100,000 a year

income for one‘farmer A blrd will lay S50 to 75 eggs a season,.'
where & cow on%y has one calf. So, it is an alternative farming
issue—tﬁat'ne#ds to be addressed. |

.Theée are a lot of minorifies. ifm a minority because
I’'m a woman, ahd'we;ve been doing it for-ls.fears But, unless
we can get: oué product to the market at a reasonable price that.
can be compeéltlve w1th other meats on the market today, we
can’t surv1ve. And we can’t support those people who are in
this industrﬁ‘right now aslprbducers. |

SoJ we would like this to be addreSsed on a national
level, if weﬂhave to go to the House and Senate in Washlngton

and get it an amenable meat. We did, in the state of Georgla,

we went to the Hbuse and Senate and got it declared livestock.

f

j
|
|

24
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If we have to do that on a national level, tell us. Let ué

start now. Because there are a lot of people who have lnvested

~in this. There are a lot of people who are ralslng the blrés.

But unless we have an end market and we can put it at the meat
counter at a reasonable price, those people will lose all of%

their ‘inveétment, ~ So, we would like to have this lssue{~‘

) « . . .
addressed on a national level.

Thank you.

8

MR. COSBY: Thank you very much. Our next speaker,
Ccarl Parker, from Ashburn, Georgia. If'yoﬁ will please;’
‘come to the»microphone. State your name and where you’fe“
from and begin. Thank you. | '
COMMENT BY: CARL PARKER
My name Aié Carl Parker, with' just~ a couplek of |
quesﬁions. 'And I’'m from Ashburn, éeorgia. And f[ speak on
behalf of me and Gary Parker. As a matter of fact, we’'re froﬁ
- welvlr, we’re in Worth County. The county .of Worth, but
Ashbqrn,;Gebrgia. We're kind oonn ﬁhe line between the two
counties. ' And we are -- we used to be borroweré'of Farmers Home
Administration, which is ndw‘ASSA Service. And, and in the past

we borrowed money and farmed. But, as of 1988, we was not able

- to borrow any more because of the dry years‘that put us in bad

shape. And then again, in 1990, federal crop insurance, with

the help of federal'crop~insurance, we are totally out of
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Acomplaint. ?

business now.

So, we -- but yet, we’ve been living on the farm. And

_a couple of years ago, or a few years ago, they came to serve —-

we were sent ‘a|letter saying that we were more than 45 days

delinquent. And‘so, we would -- it was suggested that we pay up

at that time. But there was no way possible at that time to pay

| | |
up, due to the gact that all of them dry years. And, well, with

the help of fedgral crop insurance, and not -- a nonpayment. to
federal crop i%surance)that, that we couldn’t pay them.

So, &e went. back to Farmers Home. at that time,'and
| .

i
: ; , : .
farming operation. - And we’d grow flowers and we, we tried

R | . . . :
resubmitted an| application. And we was going to change our

eyerything try}pg:to éurvive and make it. And, in the later
years,. I thOuﬁht that Farmers Home Administratign was an
administrationito help farmers, that I couldn’t borrow money no
where else. BuF when we got there, we were disenconraged by the
people that'we#e in charge. I won’t call their names at this
time, but‘if y%quant to know, I got them.

Andjl only attempted one or two times to(enﬁer‘a
complaint. Bécause I felt lige that if I enter a complaint{;
ﬁhen-that WOuld just speed up foreclbsure process-on me. And I
didn’t want to do that, becéuse some farmefs, they already héve

complaints:in with Farmers Home and it'didnft do them any good.

I didn’'t see where it would do me any. Therefore, I put in a

|

|
|
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But in’later years, a couple of years ago, as a matter
of fact, we wanted to diversify ourAfarming operation into;?
grass farm; And we was told that, by the agent that, that if we
even, even if we‘appliéd, there wouldn’t be any ﬁoney available.
Trying to discourage me and -- the way I felt about it, and -
but yet, I still gave, submitted the épplication. And'Sufé‘A
enough, he did just like he said he would. He was going to tufﬁ

it down. " 2nd so; but we kept on, and appealing. And one thin§

~about the appeal process that I feel I understand is that if yot 

appeal FMHA decision, and it’s conductéd by .FMHA people, you;
you’re bound to lése. “And that'é something that needs to bé’
changed. '(Applause.) I mean really. |

And here lately, I’m fight now in- the inediatioﬁ
process. And, I meah, Iﬁfeel‘I’ve got a mediation schedﬁled‘fo%‘

next Monday at 8:30, if anyone can attend. And you’re welcome

“at the Worth County Library. But, but I don’t know whether it’s

going to, going to speed‘up my process or -- when I heard thé

i

’Secretary say that all foreclosure woul@‘be, would be frozen

R | |
temporarily. ‘ : K

So, in my closing - I’ve got one minute, so I’l1 wrap

it up. I would like to meet one-on-one with one' of youi

rePresentatives, if'there’s any way possible, to resolve my

case, if there’s any way possible. And it’s very necessary for
us to meet with them. But, if not, then I’11 £ill out this

papers and turn it in in the suggestion box. And those are my
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Vthings'that I had listed to be addressed, the- Secretary in his

N I N
local government, and a lot of consolidation and downsizing took

concerns.
SECRETARY GLICRMAN: Laura, can you -- Bob,'it’s one of .

- yours?

: |
MR. DUFCAN: .Yes.

' SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Okay. Can you meet with him’
today befoﬁe you leave us?

MR. DUNCAN: (Nodded head).
'SECREfARY GLICKMAN: Mr. Dunqaniwill meet with you

i
before you |leave.

i
. (Applause)
i
. } : '
MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir.

t

Our n?xt speaker, Fred Danlels from Blakely, Georgla.

COMMENT BY: FR?D DANIELS

I’m Fﬁed Daniels from Blakely, Georgié; ‘Many of the

; . .

speech said that those things would be looked into. That made
me feel happy. | One of the things that we notice, all of the
government,agenéies, from federal government, of the state, and
place in some ok the local agencies. 1In combining somé of the
work load dld not increase the stafflng to provide the klnds of
eff1c1ency service that the farmers in my county need. I’ll put

it that way.

Secoﬁdly, the addressing of the advisory boards, or

]
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the edvisory councils, or committees, especially with the ASCS
office. The structure Qf it, no black can ever be elected to
serve on that board and make any decision. Sometimes they allow |
us to sit in as a minority representative, but you have no vote;

So, you see,,you’re just representing your people, but youfre

- not in the decision-making poliéy. I don’t know if anything can

be done to address that issue as ‘well.

| | Thlrdly, we know as we look at future outlooks;
pepulation growth between now and the year 2000, the experts
tell us that from virginia -- Vi:ginia,:the state of Virginia{
to Texas, will be. where most of the poﬁulatiou will be. For 35

years I’ve noticed the black farm population continue to

.dwindle. Not only the black, black farm population, but farm

population period. But lmmensely the black farm population. And~
I was wondering, maybe, what kind of incentive can we come about
to encourage young black farmers. Because I’ve taught a lot of
young people. And a lot of the young whites go into farmlng,
father -son partnershlp, and other means by whlch -=- but as I
look at the black populatlon, most of those, when they end it,
that’s the end of it.

Agriculture has been the backbone of this natiou
through many waxs. The tribute of the success of the ware
fought was based on agriculture being the foundatlon and: the

success ofvit. And there’s an old saying, that if rural America |

'is' destroyed, or forsaken, or denied, grass will grow in the
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|

streets of Washington, D.C. But if you maintain rural America,
|

|
i

you can destroyfthe big citiesvgnd theyAwili be rebuilt greater
than what they %ere’before. |
| I tha%k you.
'SECRE&ARY GLICK&AN: Can Iv--‘Earl} can ‘I ask Mr.
Daniels.a;question? |

MR. #ANIELS: Yes, sir. |

SECR%TARY GLICKMAN: You taiked‘about how minorities
can’t gétfelected'to county committees; is that correct?

MR.lPANIELS: Yes, sir.

SECR%TAKY GLICRMAN: ‘ind ié that =-- give me some
backéroung gf that. Let’s say, for example, you haveAg
county t%at hag aithird'of the farmers in the county are
miﬂority;farmers. Just from the numbers, should they. not
be able ﬂo elect people to that coﬁnty,committee? What is
there thét'precludes people from being elected‘to a county
committeé? | | |

MR.; FRED DANIELS:  Usually three individuals are
listed o% a ballot. And the ballot is sent out to all of:'
the farm%rs that are eligible to vote. And they vote for
that iniividual. So, if you got a third of them;‘of the .
voting %lack, two-thirds are white, most times. Well, up
to --‘ag this point, we have not been able to get a black
bn the éSCS cémmittee.

f

SE¢RETARY GLICKMAN: Yeah. Now, what were you saying,

.
B
I
|

|
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Mr. Duncan? Nofmally, if they’re --

MR. DUNCAN: Normally, if we have --

SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Use, use the mike.

MR,_DUNCAN: Normally, we should have -- if it'e 5
percent minority in ka ceunty, normally we will add é
minority on the ballot. And that does not necessarlly say
that, you know, they’re going to be elected But thatlle
a process that we’ve had in place for several years.-

MR. DANIELS' Yes,.sir. That’s still -- that take%
place in my county. They’re on the ballot; They, they‘be
entered on the ballot, but what we’re saylng, that’s glVlng
you an opportunlty to run, but you won’t be elected

" Thank you so much.

MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir.
Our next speaker is David Barnhart from Monticello, .
* Florida. If you would restate your name and location for:
the record, I would appreciate it. |
COMMENT BY: - DAVID BARNHART

My name is David Barnhart. I’m from Monticello. My |

‘questien is for forestry. . Three years ago we were able to get,

I think the government had a 60/40 percent share cost, with also
herbicidinéx'~We,wanted to redo 80 acres this year. I needed to |
know how come the program is obsolete now. It’s no longer in i

use. We don’t have the money for 1it; they’ve'discontinued.it.
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And they’ ve done this for years plantlng trees.

[
- Thank|you.

1 ‘ A - :
MR. PEER: I didn’t get his question clear.
N
'MR C?SBY' Slr, could you come back to the mlcrophone
and restate your, the questlon " I think there’s a --

MR. QARNHART: My questlon'is why is it there 'is no.

_ more mone%, there is no more fundlng for it? At least

that’s what I’'m told.

SECR?TARY GLICRKMAN: Do you know the exact name of the.

program?'fIs'it ACP;program? Would you know the particulaf

|

- program you’re talking about?

. |
MR. BARNHART' I don’t know the exact name ‘of the

program,,and that s another problem.

|

SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Forestry incentive program, is
that a NRCS or a forestry—funded program°

MR. ICOSBY' That program is ran through NRCS at this |
time. And that program is funded, but under a llmlted-
amount OF money

MRJ BARNHART: . But not in Monticello. Yeah, at

Montica#

lo they say that it’s no longer there. That was
in 4f; {.

| , .
SECRETARY GLICKMAN: We can look into that.

!
i

i
I

MR. REED: Are you from Georgia?
MR# BARNHART: Monticello, Florida.

‘SEFRETARY GLICKMAN: Florida; right?

]
‘;
|
|

32
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MR. BARNHART: Florida, Florida. Right across the
water -- or land.
MR. REED: Niles, could you follow up with him and

find out exactly what the story is?

MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir. Our next spéaker'is James
M. Perry from.Union-Springs, Georgia. |
MR. PERRY: My‘name is.Jameé Perry. I’m from Union
Springs, Alabama.  1
MR. COSBY: Union Springs, Alabama; thank you.
COMMENT BY: JAMES PERRY -
MR. PERRY: I live in Bullock County. My county;
adjoins Montgomery County to the east. I’ve farmed most of my:'
life. T plant peanuts, soybeans; and corn, and I have 65 share

of brood cows. My father let me start making day-to-day

decisions in 1968.

. My problems started with FHA in 1988 -- I received a
ietter from them stating -- when'i received this letter from
FHA. itfs about, it’s Public Law 100~223. It says that FHA is
requifed to release proceeds from crops or livestock, anything
that I would use to, usually sell, fof family living or farming
expenses. And this letter.Qas sent out during disaster years.

So,_as I said, that’s when-my p:oblems started. When
I went to my superﬁisor to ask fér a release of these proceeds.

My supervisor told me that I didn’t read the letter right. He




10
11
12
13
14
15

16

17

18

19

20
21
22

23
24

25

| : | 34

~also told me thét no other farmer read-the'letter like I read

it.  So, theygletime'and another farmer require for these
service. | . {

I had:a cash crop after f88; So, Ivmade the‘request.
I got all the f%rms that I need to fill out for Districﬁ 12. I

. } .
filled the form? out; I was denied. I sold the calves and told

'the superv1sor Yhat I did Wlth the money. Because I was denied

by the superv1s%r, I had to appeal,the decision after I had sold

the calves, becguse that’s when they had bad faith against me,

for the calves égainst me. ~And I won this appeal.
, ‘ ,
The next year, we had another disaster. The next year

we had another Flsaster. I got the same letter agaln I went

back to my supervisor, that year of ’89, to ask for a release of

the calves again, for that year. Again I was denied. This, I
, 1 : v ,

realize, I made a mistake. I didn’t get the form to fill out

that year. I %lso’sold the calves. I told the farm -- I told

| : '
my supervisor that the calves were going to be used for farm

- expense and faﬁily living.

|
Because I sold the calves without my supervisor’s

permissioﬁ i had to appeal again. ‘I won the appeal-again. But
the hearlng offlcer stated that FHA had had 12 days to appeal
to Washington to the Natlonal Appeals staff, and they did. My
state coffice agked Wash;ngton to rev1ew the hearing off;cer’S'

-~

lawyers.

decision. Th;s was -- it came from OGC the state office
f
%
|
|
;

|
|
1
!

3
N
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. When the National Appealé staff‘ruled,~they ruled in
my favor. They advised my state office to éontinﬁe servicé
without delay. This ruling.was made April the 29th, 1991. It
was Décémber, '93, before I got any serQice‘from FHA. I was
told that the hational appeals staff could not overrule my state
OGC.‘ So, the bad faith“for éelling the ca;ves‘still—stooa
against me. | |

On the other hand, OGC asked for this review, and then
it came back saying the National Appeals staff couldn’t overrulé
it. Sp, I would like to ask at this point -- that's‘when my, I.
know my;rights were violated because my appéal rights has beeﬁ;

have been taken‘away, If my state office does not have to

‘listen to the National Appeals staff, there’s no need of having

" a National Appeals staff anyway.

And my problem also started with my superv1sor w1th

FHA regulations. At some point, I saw the regulatlon one way

‘and my supervisor saw them another way. And I understand that'

where the appeél process come in. Both partles must ablde by

~ the rules, whatever. You can’t have one accepting one rule and

another, another rule. So, this is a == this is one of thé
problems I’ve had.
‘We’ve had other problems that other farmers had in the

county.. They would have problems getting loans, and when they

~get them, they’re late. Théy'll have to plantvlate. But this

one farmer in my county, and his name is G.W. Talber, I will
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, | v .
always believe that he was done wrong. He was harvesting his
crop that FHA héd a lien on. His combiner broke a belt. He
: 1 : ~ '
went into his county FHA office to get money to replace the

belt. He was tgld that he had used up all his repair money.

Repair ﬁoney is an estimate that you:‘givé to .your county
I

supervisor at t%e beginning of the year on your home and farm

~plan. This supervisor had some checks from the crops that this

farm had alréadf -- had gathered: earlier. And‘Mr. Talber also
hgd'a crop in thL field. So, I ask you~to put yourself in this
farmer’s placé.i It’s harvest time, you‘need'tofgetAback to the
field. You hav% takenvyour_supervisor some checks and you will
be taking him t%erest once you get your combine repaired.
' MR. COSBY: Mr. Perry, could I get somebody to come
and get the rest of your informatioh, please. James? We
would like|to have that. If you would give it to.Jaméé

Ford, we w;ll get it recorded by one of our recorders.

I
SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Can, can I just ask him some

questions?
. i ’ ) . .
MR. C?SBY: Yes. You have a question here.

| ,
SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Sir, what is the status of your
[ .

case now? |You said. the OGC the Office of General Council

. | L cos s ‘
basically took precedence over the appeals division. So,
as of righ% now, has that matter being resolved against

i
!
|
|

MR. P$RRY: Well, I’m being foreclosed at this point.
| ) . ‘

|
B
!
|

|
|
]
|

36
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| SECRETARY GLICKMAN: You are?

MR. PERRY: Yes. - They have taken half of mﬁ
equipment.v Half if still on the farm. - I reported that i
had been discriminaﬁed against. And this has been stopped
'so far. Sb, we’re iook;ng to hear a ruling f:oﬁv
Washington.v And I don't -- well, in my state, it’s hard t§
- well, fou don’t really know how it’s going to go. Whe#
Washington méke that decision, then I have to deal té the
state offiée again, also. So, I really don’t knqw at thi$

point.

MR. COSB?; Thank you} sir; we’ll gét fhat informatioﬁ
from you.
Our next speaker, Melvin Crumb from Rowesviile, South
Carolina. If you would, repeat the namé, and state wheré
you’re from, I WOuld'appreciate it. |
COMMENT BY: MELVIN CRUMB
Thank you very much. My name is Melvig»Crumﬁ. I'm
from.Rowesvillé, South Carolina. I’m a local farmer, a‘fourtn
generation farmer. And I had some -comments. |
I’'m going ﬁo rearrange .my comménts‘ because of é
comment that was made earlier by Mr. Fred Daniels. I thinkg

perhaps, we need to clarify this position of Africah-Americaﬁ

.representation on the various county committees. And I don’t

think that that was adequately explained. So, Mr. Secretary,‘iﬁ

'
i .
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you w1ll allow me a few mlnutes, I would llke to get into the

~ins and outs of why we can’t get adequate representatlon or.

adequate Afrlcan-Amerlcan representatlon on these various

.committees. J,

‘;t w%s statea by‘Mr. Daniels:that we can get on the
pallot. And %hat's a fairly easy process if youvfoilow,the
rules and réguéations. The problem comés when you’re in the
minority of th§<population. 'And we knéw that in America, the

|
majority tends}to win. Representative -- Congressman Bishop is

P : .
. here today as’? result of reapportionment of the United States
| v

Congress. And we were fortunate enough'to have .an African-

|

Americsan elecged to Congress from Sou;h Carolina because of
réapportionmeng. And of course, reapportionment has gone a long
way from the ?nited‘States Congress down'to‘state.governmeqt,
county governﬂent gnd even local.goverﬁment.

| Butfin USDA, as it pertains to the farm service agency |
couﬁty commi#ﬁees, there has ﬁever’ been an attempt to '

reapportion %heA election method. Therefore, we are still :

élécting membérs at large. AndAso, if you happen to live in a

- county that 1L majority white or nonmlnorlty, then you 31mply

have to vote and be at the mercy of the voters. -
I ﬁlrmly belleve that some effort should be made to ‘

reapportlon the districts within the scope. of USDA’s votlng

authority, to allow for an adequate chance for an African~-

, . E
American to have the, to have the privilege of running, and with

38 -
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.my particular couhty, there has never been any input from the

20

39

some = chance of success of winning an election on

thes?
committees. |
| Beééuse, as was stated earlier, these committees are
the decisions that are made, to a large degree, by USDA, are not
maae in Washington. They are ﬁade at the local level. And the?
are made by the very persons thai‘are elected at the ‘local
level. | |
So; if our options are cut off at the doér; and we
don’t have anybody tov represent us,b ot.her ‘than a minoritjgf

. B
member, who is appointed in most cases by the committee. And in

minority, or the African-American farming community, to suggesﬁ
a person to serve on this committeé. And again, in my locai
case, this'persoﬁ hés-no farming interest. So, I don’t’feel 
that I am being adequately represented,Aévenlﬁhough it’s a nice.
person; I‘réally feel that USDA should look:into ﬁhe method off
how these farming committees are elected. VI don’t wantvto;
belabér'that point, but I thought that we need to clarify where'
the problem really is. So -- T
CONGRESSMAN BISHOP: . Can I interrupt there, just a
ﬁoment,,and make a litile brief comment about =-- you know,_j

-YOu have identified a perennial prcbleﬁ. When we took up,;'
in-the agriculturé committee, the recommendations from.Mr.ﬁ
Glickman’s predecessor, Mr. Espy, on reordanization, we'

tried to, under the leadership and at the suggestion and
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the‘ behes?, the behest of the Federation of Public

Cooperativés, Ralph Paige, and others,'we tried to get it

put in that leglslatlon, some prov1s10ns to make sure there

was some, some representation on the local commlttees. It
was the Départment_s recommendatlon,.ln ‘fairness to the
DepartmentfriBﬁt‘when it got to the committee, it was
‘émended o@t of the proposalﬂ And, of course, we wére
outvoted bgcauSe we were inbthe minoritf ourselves.

MR. CRUMB. I understand that qulte well.

SECRETARY GLICKMAN: I thlnk this is one of the areas
this task force is going to take a look at specifically.
There are a lot of ways to skin this cat, éo to speak..
Thére’s’a lot of ways to deal with the issue of appropriate

representa%ion, from the direct appoihtments from the

secretary |all the way down tO'accumﬁlative voting, the

Adiﬁferentikinds of ways to deal with it. And I assume, |
that’s juéF one of the thiggs they’re going to look at and
make'recom%endations on.

CONTINUED COMMENT BY: MELVIN CRUMB

Very good I certainly,appreciate your commitment to
that effort. j' o |

I’11 }be real. ‘brief with the rest of my remafks
Gettlng back tolthe Farmers Home Admlnlstratlon and thelr method
of collaterallgatlon' of loans. | This is the only lending

|

institution that I know of that requires more than a 100 percent |

|

-
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-of collateral to secure a loan. Let me explain that just a

second. - Not only do they ask for a 100 percent of cdllateralﬁ
they ask fof the permission to coliateralize any future purchase
of assets that you might acquire. | ‘

That is the most ridiculous thing I’'ve ever heard of:

I know of no bank that would chahge the rules of the term, of

‘the terms of the loan after .you had closed it. But they étaté.

‘that we ask to collateralize any future purchases, or any future

acquisitions that you might acquire. And so, I don’t understand

how the law could apply in that case. It’s like saying I'm

‘'going to name the baby before it’s born, so to speak. And I

really thihk that that needs to be looked into.

It’s been touched on, the difficulty of getting loans;
and the latenesé-by which these loans are acquired, and tha£
sort of thing. The one thing that I think USDA could do to'heié
African-American farmers would be fo create a vehicle by whicﬂ
we could have discfiminatory caséé reviewed by'an independent

) |

agency. And when I say independent, I mean independent of any

USDA personnel, a trﬁly outside agency. And that would be

.nondiscriminatory, no preferences given, no liabilities incurred

because they have no USDA ties. And I believe if you did that,

you would certainly serve the African-American farmers well.

Thank you for this opportunity.

MR. COSBY: Thank you very much.
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Our next speaker is Lewls Peterson, Jr. from St.
Thomas; U.S. Virgin Island.
CbMMENT BY: LEWIS 'PETERSON, JR.
Geod morning, Mr. Seeretary Glickman, all members on
the platform, all members of theetask'force,'fellOW'mistreaters,

farmers, and friends of agriculture. My name is Lewis Peterson,

~and I’'m the Asslstant Commissioner of the Department of

Agriculture in the U.S. Virgin- Islands. On behalf of our

- department and the farmers of the Vlrgln Islands, I bring you

warm and tropical greetlngs.

I’ve prepared a statement and summary, and if I don’t
éet to the end, I will submit it. While we, in the Virgin
Islands, are associated with the Southeastern region of the
United States, we wanted you to be aware that'we represent a

uniqueness within that region. But perhaps other states can

_identify with it. ;o

' The basis for this difference is the small land areas
on which farmers operate in the Virgin Islands, and the
dlverSLfled nature of the farm states. The size of most farms
is relatively small and drastically different from those here on
the U.S. mainland. For example, one farmer in rhe contiguous 50
states, he have . a farm’bperafionAthat is hundreds of thousands |-
of acres in size. A farm in the Virgin Islands may have a half,.
one, or two acres of farmland. Naturally, by standards, by the

standards of others, these may be characterized as garden ?lots.



http:contiguous.sO

11
12
13

14

15

16

17
18

19

20

21
22
23
24

25

43

But the ,feality Iis that collective;y, the Virgin 1Islands
represents a relatively small land area, compared to any staée
of the United States.

Furﬁhérﬁbre; the demaﬁd for this limited resource is
so great that‘a cost of'purchasinglland is éxtremely high aﬁd
prohibitive. The result is that we have_ﬁany small farm owners

who are -- what a very -- we have very small landowners with

farm operations. Have only a few who are fortunate to inherit.

large tracts OfAlands, sometimes include five to 600 acres of
land. . |

It should be seriously noted that although some bf
these sﬁall:operations, these farm operations.are smali, théy

are, however, lucrative and productive, as the result of proper

crop and livestock selection, as well as cultural practices.,

As stated before, a second in the aspect of ohr
farming is the extfemely high degree of diversification that our
farmers practice. For example, on any given farm, there might

be fruit, vegetable, herb, livestock, poultry, and agricultural

productions. And for this reason, our farmers don’t consider

production by the acre, but rather by the plot or fractions of
an:acre. | | |

Now, these concefns may seem trivial to some, bﬁt Wheﬁ
farmers apply for benefits to, for example, the AFD program,
these relativeiy result in long, cumbersome hours of work, épd

excessive documentation following a natural disaster. On a one-
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17

acre farm, for example, sometimes as many as 50 to 60 forms of

the same kind must be completed. At the same time, a devastated

thousand acre farm in Georgia might generate only‘a single sheet

- of documentation to collect all the relevant information needed

to file the claim.

| | The point hefe, is that adjusters are not accustomed
to this extré work, which must alsé éncompass calculations of
each'crép on the basis of a,fraction of an acre. ' Some take

crops with which they are not familiar. And theyf become

discouraged and do not demonstrate the extra effort necessary to

complete the précess.v Conséquently; our farmers also become
discouraged.

This was very evident after the Virgin Islands farmers

were devastated after hurricane Hugo in 1989. However, I am

pleased to mention, that after hurricane Marilyh inV1995,-as a

result of efforts on the part of bur'local_department, and a
team of hard-working édjusters frqm'right here in Valdosta,
Georgia, our experience have change for the better.

Time is running out. I would like to make three
recomnendations at ﬁhis point. One is th&t in addition to:
federal adjusters, we should cerﬁify, train,fand:qualify, staff
of'the Virgin Islands Department of Agriculture és crop 1085

adjusters. This would ensure input from federal and local

- perspectives, while providing the necessary technical input,

awareness, and sensitivity to local concerns and issues.
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Two, develop crop loss forms that, perhaps, cén
aocbmmodate multiple crops and multiple farm ,operatithQ

Th:ee, combine federal and'locai resources to colleot
data, to‘generate databasefinformetion for crops of the virgin
Islands, since this is a main problem as well.

We maintain also, that it’s unfair to require that in

that area outside the U.S. mainland, have at least ten producers

for the crop for which they are -- must be des;gnated eligibly,

‘while on the U.S. mainland, only five is requlred

We also have other concerns, but since my time is up,

m going to submit the rest. Thank you.

MR.vCOSBY: Thank yoﬁ, sir. i would like to get onef
of the ushers to collect the comments, if you would, from'
Mr. Peterson. |

Our next speaker, Lamar Corbin. And I do not have
here a location listed. So, I will not guess. If you

‘ oould tell us where you are from Qhen YOu'come, I would"
appreciate it. |
COMMENT BY: LAMAR CORBIN
: To the Panel; Mr. Secretary, Congressman Bishop == |
sir, I probably, I think I met you in the lobby -- to all
our good constituents able to be here today, I~just wanted

to speak on behalf of the'small ﬁinority farmers;

MR. COSBY: Would you tell us where you’re from,
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it to be expanded to be able to expand, we’ ve been denled

~ assistance offices. But when you go ihere, they’1l take all the

'$150,000, and I was at $92,000 to the good. And then they gave

me a few days, and then the next thing you know, I’m denied.

please?
MR. CORBIN: Yes, sir. And my name is Lamar Corbin
and I’m from Colquitt County. | ‘
~ MR. COSBY: Georgia?
CONTINUED COMMENT BY: LAMAR CORBIN
Moultrie, Georgia. well, my’concern today is, the
Civil nghts Listening Forum is about the opportunltles to

>expand & small farmer. Some of the rlghts that we’ve asked for

When you go to~ some of the county"agrlculture

departments they are -- recommend other departments that you can

go »to, and be able to get help from other county agency

infofmation there form ~you. They’1ll -allow you<to fill out
different applications. And then once they ve received all this
1nformatlon, they’1ll have you under the 1mpre5310n that you are
901ng to get help.x But when you go back in, probably two or
three days, or a week, they’ll deny it.

) And then, I Went,to one of'the farm credit effices in

Moultrie, where they were told my assets was close to a

And they didn’t give us, "Well, we’re not able to«help you right
now. " | ' '

We’re only saying, as a minority farmer, the only
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thing we are lacking is an opportunity. An opportunity to be
able to have the same type of financial access as the majority

farmer. Because when the majority farmer is capable of goiﬁg

- down to a county farm bureau office, farm credit, to get funds

for hisvopération, he has the old, good old network, good old

boy network, that’s what it is. Anyway, it’s just like saying

- to the minority farmer, if you go there and everybody here need

a cat to be able to operate a farm, to the minority farmer, when

he gets there to ask for a cat, all the cats are gone, you know}

So, that’s what we’re saying this morning is only thing we are
lacking is the opportunity.
And I wanted to also touch on the youth farmers. When

you speak of a youth farmer today, they’re going out. They’re

. . |
- not even in existence because the older farmers are telling the

youth farmers not to get into that. Because on every hand

you’re going to be denied. Every door you go to is going to be
closed. If you don’t have any assistance in the county agent’s

office from USDA, when you go to the bank, like some of the

‘other speakers were speaking'éarlier, they’re élready had theré

good old network in there. They call over there, you’re going
to be deniéd whén get there also.

So, like I said earlier, if you needed a cat, whenever

>you go to the next office to get the cat, the cat’s not there.

And so, all we’re saying is we need an opportunity.  An

opportunity, not only‘to expand, .but an opportunity only to
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20

6perate. Bytnot haVing the funding wheh you need thé‘spray to
spray your produce with -- well,,I'm a‘pfoduce farmer —; when
you need the chemicédls to spray your product with, you’re not---
you don’t have it because'maybe your funding has ran low. Say,
for instance, if the chemicals come in a five-gallon container,
you only need a ga;lon. - You can’t hardly afford the gallon
because YOﬁ don’t have the fﬁndiné. | o

And so, what we’re saying is, there needs to be better

informatory information that we can get from the county agent

office when we go'there.v They’re telling you that they have all
this information. |And when you get there, it’s not there. A
lot of the forms, they’re not, they’re nét even‘théré to give
the information you need to operate with.

Thank‘you.

MR. COSBY: Our ﬁext speaker,;James Mays} frpm.Leslie,

Georgié. |
COMMENT 3!: JAMES| MAYS

I’'m James Mays from Leslie, Qeofgia, Lee County. And

my concern -~ I’ve|lhad all those ?robléms with the Farmers Home

Administration. You apply for a loén in October, you get it in

May the fqliowing year. And, as a result of that, you finally

go'out of business. |

But there'are other.concerns that I see; And I work

with the public. | I’m on the Couﬁty Commission in Lee County,’
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Georgia. And I’m interested in the general welfare of éeople,
One of those situations is -tobaccb. I talked witﬁ thé
Department of Agriculture about tobacco several years ago, I
think, up in‘Perry. And the peoplé; because of the monéy

involved, and the people who are involved in it, because they

made it sound like that was a no-no. Disregarding the fact thaﬁ

there are something like 250,000 people a year, in the nation,
die directly and indirectly from the cause of tobacco.

Now, maybe the Department might create a research

situation where théy‘could develop a genetic type of tobacco

that wouldn’t be SO-deadly. or, the other thing they could do,

is to cut it out, and provide the farmers with crops that would

.be productive, profitable and healthy to the nation.

I think Senator Dole got --Aheard some problems on

that tobacco issue. But as -- this, these kinds of things that

we need to assist the general public in becoming productive, and
yet healthy, in its assets to the nation’s wealth and to the
nation’s well-being. |

’ The othe:'area that I was concerned about, that the’
small farmers had been on theAaQenda in the Department of
Agriculture since the ’‘60s. And it was a very important issue.
And,the~Depa:tment of Agriculture never -- well, I guess the
congress never actuaily defined wha£ they -- they were |
interested in fémily -férms. ~ And this 'issue; in fact,

departmental -- family farming really was, was never defined.
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deindustrialized by

And therefore, family farmers never got help; And they have
- been going'out of business-since,'sincé the ’50s. You know,
they ijust sort of - whether it’s attrition, or ijust slowly

smothering us, smothering the small farmers to death. -

This == ir

corporations are sending their operations somewhere else.
They’re in Mexico and anywhére they can slave, or cheap, very
cheap labor to operate. And as a result, you know, I’m not sure

how long we are going to be able to buy those foods if we have

fact, the whole, the rural areas are being

the major corporations. And ‘the major

to, if we just had to pay freight on them, if all of us are out

of jobs, and if all

out of production.

I -- it appeared to me that, people, that there should

" be some real efforgt ‘
some good things for the pbor‘people; there’s no problém in
do;ng things for the rich and for thevbig companies. You kﬁow,
 they create a. situation where the black -- with this kind of

war, and then we can spread a budget from -- we could increase

the budget from ten

need to finance the

- And it appears, it appears that the situation is that

a lot of these programs were not designed to, to, to solve the

problem, to feed

disadvantaged. They were desigﬂedvso that wealthy people could

of us are out of work, and with all of us
put forth by the creative thinkers to do
million -- ten billion dollars'mdfe than we
wér,»and then poor;peopleAare going hungry.

the poor, to assist the depressed, the
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" that got, that finally got that passed. But when they got it

‘with it -- or anything.

be more wealthy. For'instance, the food stamp program. I wentv

out and make =-- in- the '60’s, and helped create the situatioh

passed,‘it was not to feed the hungry; they didn’t seem to Caré .
ébout'them. It was to feed the supermérkets. And, you know,
and to make ﬁhem, i#stéad of giving the mdney for food to thé
poor, they, you know, they called it funny money. So,VWhen'thé
poor person got it, then he wanted to buy sométhing with it;
Once they let the su?ermarket get iﬁ, they can buy everythingi

These are the kinds of situations that are deep in thef
roots of our probléms. And if we don’t get at them, we’re goin§f
to continue to have)problems..‘And we’re disinclined at first,
we’re going to havé a lot of people dying for the lack of

services.

MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir. At this time, at this
time ladies and gentlemen} we’re going to take a ten minute‘
break. We ask that you be back in ﬁén minutes and that
Will be 11535. Thank you. |

(After a short break the session continue& as |

follows:) | |

MR. COSBY: I‘m going to call the next speaker. our :

next speaker, if you will, I'm going to ask her to be

coming to the microphone as we get settled down. It’s
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Mamie Dawkins
back from-the

would come to

firom Graceville, Florida. Did she make it
‘break? You’re here -- right here. If you

the mike, and state. your name and where

~you're from,'ani.make'your éresentation, I would appreéiate

it.

'MS.. DAWKINS:
MR. COSBY

microphone, if

COMMENT BY:

‘Good morming.

Florida, north Florida.area.

and --

'MR. COSBYj:

poésible{

CONTINUED COMMENT BY:

I wasn’t
anyway, we are loca

we are in with Far

us that you have m

MAMIE

Good morning.
You might want fo speak rightfihto the
you would. - '
DAWKINS
I'm Manmie Déwkins from Gracéville,

: We'are_local contractors there |

' Speak a little closer into the mike, if

MAMIE DAWKINS

looking to get here first;‘be firstf' Buﬁ
1l contractors. And it’s.hard.that, ydu now,
We do farmefs Home grants and

‘mers Home. .

en’t been able to do houses yet, build new

homes. ‘I mean that, we put in, carry people in, and they tell

oney, they have money., But when we get in

there, the paperwork is mountains. And when we get in.there,

they don’t have money, and we have to;‘you know, they pﬁt them

on hold. And next

job every time.

thing we know, somebbdy else has gotten the

52
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.of bis life until he was disabled. And after he died, Farmers

}I'm on both ends. .

and when we -= you know, what they are doing. We are registeredE

don’t know, I guess all of the bureaucratic stuff. And so, I

just wanted to voice that complaint. S '

So, anyway, I just wanted to’say that and I‘m glad to have the

- opportunity to come. And I've enjoyed llstenlng to everybody

saying. So, this is a good forum. Thank you.

-53

And another thing is my father farmed, you know, all

Home just called up his loan, in like, 30 days, less than thiftf
days. And we had to paf it off, which we did. But we ~--it waaV
already up~£o-daﬁeg VBut'we, and, you know, ]ust hav1ng to ==
they just called up his loan; just 1like that. And J.t was '
already paid up years. And so, it is a lot ofvdiscrlmlnatlon 1n‘
Farmers‘Home against local contractors, against farmers; because

We, like, we -- my husband and I are local contractors
in Jackson County, Washlngton County, and Herndon County Butl
the only thlng we’ve been able to get is just grant work. Youé

know, we haven’t been able to really build houses because,.l
I feel that I was kind of caught off guard being next.

talking, yeu know, because I can identify with what they are |

‘ MR, COSBY: Thank you very much. Our next speaker is
Jerry Fields from Dixie, Georgia.

COMMENT BY: JERRY FIELDS
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contéining $13,000,

. can’t, you can’t qu

asking for is an

I’d just

Secretary, my fellow

like to say good morning to everyone. Mr.

farmers, my name is Jerry Fields, and I am,

too; from Brooks County. I want to reiterate, Brooks County.

I have here my farm

borrowed from Farmers Home.

to start to contique my farming.

difficult for them
you can borrow the
difficult, that you
there, but the qu

At that t

of my pocket,

through the help of my fellow -farmers.

loan. I’m a beginning farmer. 1I’ve never

 I’ve tried. I got a book

which is nothing compared to -- to help me

I don’t know why it’s so
to help us. They make the ~- they tell you
money, then they make the qualifications so
can’t get-ahy money anyway.‘ The system is
alifications for the minority farmer, you
lalify. So, they‘deﬁy you.

ime, you’re starting tc,iry and —- I farm out

Some of-

the other farmers

me. Now, we need

that squeeze a little bit of theirs to help

help, an opportunity. We are probably the

best farmers in thiis nation, the minority farmers, because the

big farmer’s going

to get out there and plant anything. 1It’s’

the minority farmers that work for them that do. And all we’re

we’ve being doing

for years and years and years.

opportunity to, to help us to continue what

#

I see people'losing their farms. I have a son that

has to go to college. I want to see my son go to college also.

I want to see him

over my farm. I

go to college and possibly come back and take

want to be able to leave him a legacy. But
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through the'government; when they asked'me to go and help fight
in Vietnam, I did. We’re asking them ﬁo help us save our homeg
and it’s not being doﬁe, through4discfiminaﬁionm ’They can pu£
any kind of label on it they wanﬁ, but .it’s just truly
discrimination when you can’t go and get a few doliars to help
you along. And once you get this loan, they reqﬁire.yop to‘pay‘
it all back under disasters and everything else. And once yoﬁ
can’t pay it all back, thenrﬁhey won’t give ydu a loan again:

From what I understand, the reason it was set up, was to help

-the people who were in -- you know, who were unable to go ana '

get a loan.

So; I’m just asking'éhat &e look‘into it as -- I'ﬁ
proud éf this‘forum'being put toge;hér and I hope some‘good
comes out of it. Because that’s going to be the only Survivof
for the minorityAfarmer,.the predominately‘black farmers.

Thank you.

MR. 'COSBY: Thank yoﬁ,- sir. , Oufi next Speaker;;
| Patricia WilliamsAfrom Two'ﬁggs, Fldrida;'_
COMMENT BY: PATRICIA WILLIAMS
Good morning. My name is Patricia Williams. I'm a
minority contractor from Two .Eggs, Florida. I bring you.
greetings from'the fair city of Two Eggs. Giving honor to thei
Secretary Glickman, Mr. Reéd, Congressman‘Bishop'and to each of‘

you in your respective places.
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‘With those offices

First of
share.

some of the impact

411, I have several things I would like to

My husband and I are past farmers and I want to share

that the decisions previously made have had-

on us, and particularly me as a minority female. We farmed for

17 years,
happened to us.

need, as

you getkfive, regardless of the paperwork you fill out.

and some

opposed to

of the things that have been stated here

You apply for a loan. People tell you what you

what you ask for. If you ask for $10,000,

i

If you

ask -- apply for the loan in October, as what’s been stated, you

get the monies in

" should have already

up for failure.

May. That’s already‘past the time that you.

had your crops planted. So, we’re being set

We went through that for 17 ?ears.‘ And it’s not just‘

have yéur governmel
mafket, your peanuf
'are‘not -- so0, you
promised. So, how
othervthinés? If

alpha toxin. Show

when you sell your  crops. Even'though you‘

1t support prices, if you take peanuts to the

s are set three’s, as.opposed to the others,
don’t get the support prices that‘you’ve been
‘can you make your loan payment and all those.

you take corn to the market, they say it has

me. Well, they fiqd one grain of corn, corn

with a dark spot

'load.

‘then they’re going to penalize your whole

And those are the things that we were faced with.

And being young farmers, noilhaving‘thé support ﬁhat

we needed in the

county, and thatl’s just what they are doing.

county, you had a person working for the

- They’re not

56
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function. And one of the things that he said which impressed me

‘never allow a person to treat you in a wéy that you feel is not |

' what is being done and/or said. Because many times people do |:

things to us,'and they think it’s okay because we don’t say

~when I start looking at the stresses and all those things.

working for the people. They’re not going to sit down with YOﬁ
and see, "Well, hey, there’s -- got a probieﬁ here, how'can’wé
hélp YOu?" Inétead, they’re going to helé get rid of you.

So, after SO mahy‘years, my husbana and I have decideé
well, we’re not going to take this anymote. And, éf course, f
was fortunate, because I had_a careervto.falliback on. I’'m a
registered nurse .by profession. Sé, I was stuck with nursingf_
Well, eVen s0, now I’m more involved.bécause of the things I-
learned along the way, and am continuing to learn.

I’ve had an opportunity to meet Mr. Reed at another:

-- and of course, I’'m quite vocal and if I don’t like something,

I usually say something anyway. But he made the statement,

righﬁ. And if we’re going to proceed, this is the idea and the |
attitude that we’re going to have to take.  We’re going to have |
to be more vocal, more visible in the communities. And we’re

going to —- we can let people know that we’re not satisfied with

anything. Well, it’s not okay; and that’s the reason we’re here
today.

A coﬁple of other things that I wanted to mention,

There’s a lot going on here that’s not just fafming. We talk
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-about stopping peoplle from being dependent and making them more

1 utge you to come up withfa plan to help provide some type of -

and we need ‘someone that’s going to follow up and make sure that.

whatever decisions you make are being carried out.

*

independent. Well, |[we’re leaning away from that; we’re making.
people more dependent. If you take awey everything that a
person has, how can |he be independent? There’s no way.

And to the| committee, to each of you, I challenge you.

support. It’s like when we’re training children, you don’t want
to take away a negative behavior, you need something positive to
replace that behavier-with. And we need something to replace
what people are losing in farming. “And when you come up with'

your recommendatlons, we need some type of technical support,-

Thank yoﬁ

MR. COSBY: Thank you. Our. next speaker is'Eddie
‘Slaughter from Buena ?ista,‘Georgia.‘ If you wouid ceme tbi
the microphone|and state  your name. and where you’re from,
I would appreciate it.

MR. SLAUGHTER: Good morning..

. MR. COSBY

G

Sir, if you could get real close to the
microphone. Thank you. |

MR. SLAﬁGHTER: Yes. Congressman Bishop,_ Mr.
Secretary. I -- first I’Ve'got one questidn-that I need

answered that I’d like to ask. I think USDA had an agenda

H
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anymore, I don’t want to be angry anymore. I have asked my

to take ISO million acres of land out of agficﬁlture~
production:'is‘that:right? |
| SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Are you .talking about the
conservation reserve program? i'm trying to figure oﬁt
whét; what exéctly is what yqu;re talking about;
MR. SLAUGHTER:‘ I happened to have read an article
“that -- where several years ago, it was a plan that came
‘up,ithat they was té take 40 million acre§ of land out of
- agriculture to make itV~m¢re coméetitive, and through
competition and everything apoﬁt it. |
. SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Well, that =-- in the 1980's,
Congréss'camé up With a plan, which USDA has implémented,
calied the Conservation Reserve Prdgram, which pulled about
30 million acres out for a tenéyear period of time. Where
farmers could.take'their land- out of’the.quélified, a;
highly erodible land, and would get payments to take ﬁhat‘
land out of production for ten years. Those contracts éré
ekpiring, or have'expired; And the Congress, in the last
- farm bill, authorized the continuation of that»programi
Maybe not at that same level,'but they authorized it to
céntihue. | | |
CONTINUED COMMENT BY: EDDIE SLAUGHTER
Mr. Secretary, my complaipt is that I really don’t

want to fight my government anymore. I don’t want to be mad
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years.

A‘I:get,there. And be

county supervisors,

think that’s the state officéf—— and asked them that -- fbrget

about writing down m

and allow me to simply pay off my farm, . instead of them posing

to me that I quit a
I’m at the mercy‘of
I feel.whenvI deal w
that I can say abou
ﬁhere. But I asked
they sinmply getAout
éight now, I’m sched

pay $1,000 a month,

And I woull

want to be a part of

want to be a'part of

like I’m humiliated

he.said, Slaughter,
office is here. If;
it fighting. I am ¢

You know,
159 counties in the

you’ve ¢ot 158 coun

have oné elected bls

t it. There are some good people that are

ties in the state of Ceorgia and youAdon’t

I‘’ve also went to Athens and Atlanta =-- I
vy note, forget about a debt recovery buyout;

$60,000-a-year job to go into farming where
racism and discrimination. That’s just how

ith Farmers Home. I don’t have nothing good

them to allow me to pay $1,000 a month, and
of my business and I’ll pay my farm off.
uled to pay my farm off in 40 years. I can

$12,000 a year; I can pay it off in 17

d.like to know why can’t I do this? I don’t
this system that-does not work. I do not
this‘systém. ‘I do not want to be -- feel
and degraded and I can’t speak my mind when |
fore I got up‘before}YOu-al; in here today,
be careful what you say because the state
[‘m going to lose mf.farm, I‘m going to lose
-ired of the system (Applause). |
thef get up here and they speak niée.~ It’s
state of Georgia.

Exclude Fort Benning;

ck person on any county committee. If they
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is, then somebody correct me. There’s 158 counties‘here in the
state of_Georgia. We don’t have one; that is a fact.

And we’re here -=- I am so tired of fighting. I am so
tired of trYing to produce a crop and ﬁhey willkgo ahead on and
freeze my money in the bank. No other lending institution in
America,.or‘the world, wou;d be allowed to do‘those kind of
things. It’s a good ole boy system out there and we can’t wini
You can’t fight it; you can’t beat.it. The only thinghl'h
askihg“y'ail, to dllow me to'pay off my farm off my job, and
they just simply get out of my farming business, and oout
completely. And the ones of us that have jobs, that want to be
able to do this, why is there such a problem?

I don’t‘want you -- I don’t waht nobody.giving me
nothing. I’m not asking for welfare. .I;m not asking for
handouts or give-me-down or give away. I don’t-want give awaj;‘
I’don’t want welfaie."I simply want to pay for what I got. And.
let me havebmy farmkwithout constantly evefy 15 -- every three
to four months, I’m fighting Farmers Home for foreclosure of
something I done vioiated, or where I did -- stumped my too, or
somethingkl did, or didn’t do. I am so tired of it. _AndvI just
want to ask.you, can there be something done for us, that the
Lord has blessed us to be productive members of society to pay
off our farms without hav1ng to go through all the hoops that I
have to jump through on a regular basis?

SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Mr. Slaughter. Mr. Slaughter?

.61
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off your loan

I think, I thi

‘don’t know the| answer to ybﬁr'question,becauée I don’t

know, I don’t

you’re éaying is, what you’re sayihg'is you’d like to pay

gather, as par
from the Farme:
on you in ten

right?

MR. SLAUGHTER:
simply, I figure that are subjective, "things that aréj

-double standards. There are so many things that I’m just

tired of fight

and let me and my family'~- I have an aunt with cancer.

She, when she found out that it, my £farm was being

foreclosed on
kill her.
SECRETARY

your farm in a

MR. SLAUGHTER: No, sir. I -- Mr. Johnson out of the
state office|has asked me that I work with the county
agents and thay are suggesting that I get anothér loan. I

-really just want them to leave me alone.

" SECRETARY

congressman, [Mr. Bishop, here?

nk if =-- you’ve asked some questions and I
khow]something about it. But I guess what
in fixed payments every month, but, and I
t of that, you wouldglike to be alleviated
's Home requirements that they currently put

ns of farming requirements then. Is that

Yes, sir. , Those things that are
ing. I -simply just want to pay off my farm
you-all but kill her; you-all will really

GLICKMAN: Yeah. Let me ask you this. Is

foreclosure status now?

GLICKMAN: Okay. Who is your —-- is your
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did an FHA. He came up one year $1400 behind. He put in the"

MR. SLAUCHTER: Yes, he is. And 1 votedAfor him, too,
’becausé‘(Laughter) -~ I ran on‘the ticket and got electéd
with you toithe schooi board when Qe elected the Sheriff.
So you, you need to at least let that ;~‘and again, I’m not
talkihg about welfare, Brother Congressman.‘ t

-CONGRESSKAN BISHOP? Yeah, you and I talked about the
situation. | | |

MR. éLAUGHTSR: And I was trying to work through them
and i’m not trying to talk agéinst them; I’m just tired~q%
"fighting them. | | i
'MR. COSBY: ' Thank you, sir.

. CONGRESSMAN BISHOP: Thank you.

MR. COSBY: Just a quick announcement. Thefe is a
gréen van in the parking lot, a green Mitsubishi van withi
thé'lightsAon. If you ngld like to get that sﬁarted, as
you head home, you might want to go out and cut those;
lights off. o
| our next épeaker is Robert Hawkins from Newton,:

= Georgia.
COMMENT,3¥: ROBERT ﬁAWKINS
| Hi, I’'m Robert Hawkins from Newton,‘Georgia. Té\thei

USDA Civil Rights Action Team, I would like to explain. My son

loan for another year, it was turned down. And I had, my farm
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was coming up for foreclosure. My son putkin an application for
-~ to bu§ mY‘farm. It was simple -- turn it down. I want to
know was there énything could be did abgut it?'«-'

SECRETARY’GLICKMAN:‘ Would y¢u talk to him?

MR. COSBY: Mr. Duncan’s goiﬁg to talk to you.

MR. HAWKINS: Okay.

'MR. DUNCAN: ‘We’ll have to get the‘specific8<on it.

MR. COSBY: All right.

~MR.~lDUNCAN: If you’ll see me when the meetingb

adjourns, we’ll check into it.

MR. HAWKINS: Thank you.

MR. COSBY: .Thank you, éir.'

We’re going to move on, and I don’t have the exact
city.or‘town‘listed here,.butAit saYS‘Po:tia Holmes from
Florida. Did I do that éorrectiy? Pleasetcorrect me.

- 'MS. HOLMES: No. |
‘, MR. COSBY: Come on up,rif you would, piease. ‘I don’t
‘mind being corrected.
COMMENT BY: PORTIA HOLMES

Good morning; my name’s Portia Homes. I’m from

Marianna, Florida, also. My complaint'islalSO against Farmers

Home. I have not been involved with them as long as many of you
in here, but long enough. 1In 1994, my husband and I acquired a

plot of land from Farmers Home through a program that was set up
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for beginning minority fgrmers. We - were told - given
information by Farmers Home in bits and pieces. We had to go in
6n one day, we were told one thing. We’d go back another day,
we were toid‘another day -- another thing. 'I have spent money |
in gas, phone calls. Eventually, in about four and a half
months, we achifed ﬁhe land. And it took a lof to get it. An&

we were in Farmers Home almost three to four days a week,

sitting at the desk with a credit manager trying to get the

land.

In 1996, in January, we decided that we wéuld‘bﬁild a
home on this pfoperty. We were not going to-bﬁild a new home, '
we were going to buy an.oid home, move it out onto the pro?erty,‘
have it remodeled and add rooms to it. That’s the best way‘to
go, folksA In order to dol this, we had to have land
subordinated. . |

Starting in January,'we put in an application. We
filled out all that was needed to be done in order to get the |

subordination rolling. We went to our local bank,VWe applied

for our loan. Our money has been waiting in our local bank in

 order for us to be -- to build our home. The money was approved

by the pbank in March of 1996. And finally,'in Octéber of 796,

‘we finally were allowéd to get our subordination from Farmers

Home.

Our house should be already built. 1It’s been a full

~ year. Contractors are the Dawkins family, who’s already spoken.
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The major problem is they do not want tﬁe Dawkins family to be
our contractor. They suggested némes of people who were not
African-Americans. | | |

In order to get our land‘suboréinated, we owned a home
in town. This home in toWﬁ,is paid for. We had to take a
second ﬁortgage out on that ﬁome. We owg a 163.1 acres of land,
and it is over secured. Over secured.. ‘We have improved the

land 100 percent, and then they still needed our home in town in.

order for us to get our subordination. So, if we don’t do well,

we lose everything except the shirts on our back.
Another complaint I have of Farmers Home is that the
credit mianager in our particular county, that’s Jackson County}

Florida, has been in that position for .30 years.'vThat is too'

"long for a person to be in a money position on a county level.

Other ¢overnment agencieé float .their personnel :in, out;
five~year stints} sinyearvstints, whatever. He has béen in
position for 30 years, and someone néeds to look at the record
books at how many African-American farms in Jackson County,
Florida; have been_forgclbsed on. They have been foreclosed on
since I’ve been in the county, jusﬁ four years. He is
profeséiénal, he is smodth, he is nice - he’is killing us. -

| I want to bring all this up because I am also a
registered nurse. I consider myself an‘intelligept personiA I
walk into the office, the paperwork, the language; the lingo,

just everything is foreign. It is nothing that you can
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understand, and no one is trying to help you to understand it.

}Home.

Vfamily.ofAeight children land. ‘And we haven’t been able, after

~ left a little something and we was able to, to work with that.

So, I can understand how someone who might have an education
that 1is below 'mine -- I'm not saying that they aren’t

intelligent, but even intelligent félks can’t understand Farmers

Thank you very much.

MR. bOSBY: Thahklyou.

And our next speaker is Walter -Franklin .froﬁ'
Graceville, Florida. if you would state your name and your
location,.I would appreciate it. . . |

COMMENT BY: WALTER FRANKLIN o

My name’is Walter Franklin. I’'m from Gracevilie;
Fiorida, and I'm certainly happy to bé here. And I thank the
council on being ?-‘téking such a noble step toward‘ldoking into
these situétions and allegations.

I would like to speak briefly on some of the things

thatvwe havevéncounteredi We have been blessed, the Lord has

blessed us. And our parents are deceased'and they‘left the
the death of our father and mother, it’s still in debt. And wé
was served a foreclosure notice. And given such a short time to.

respond. But by the foresight of our parents, tﬁey, you know,

And we was going thréughout -- we was going to the different
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bffices‘and they would tell us what we neéeded to do, that each |

child could put up an acre of land, andfthus‘and so. And'they

had that all figured out and everythlng |
But to make a long story short we had to really do

some hustling and trying to get around to get thenremalnlng

_monies. And we finally came up with a cashier’s check and we

went in a little early before the deadline date and they almdst
refused to- take the casnier’s check.‘yAnd they said, Weil,
they’d have to cheCk it out to see whenher -- you know. And
nhis is just one of the things. And we had a liﬁtle, it was a
little over what the amount was supposed to have been. And they

said, Well,’if it was, it had to be Slo.ar more for them to give

‘us, you know, the change. So, we sat ﬁhere avgood hour. And

they said, Well, no one is in,. and diffarent things like this.
But we just -- so, after all in all,Awé‘just said‘just keep the
change, you knon, but -- amen. |

And we’re working nithithe<faim and I’ve baan out of
farming -- I farmed, you know, growing np, grew up on a farm.
And so that you know, it made us -- we worked real hard and |
everythlng. So, I said, Well, when I get grown, I don’t want to
see no farm. But eventually, we went back to that, to the farm
status. And we have the land, it is paid for, but'we’re so ==
we can’t hardly do anything with in because we don’t have any
money. And we never -- you know, we go through banks and we |

automatlcally know that's - you know, ° so, that’s turned down.
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able to start doing some things on the farm, fencing in and

(S I

"would do. And when they flnally flnd out that we was gozng

formed up with the Farmers Cooperative trying to institute and

recommend that in hopes that we can save the black farmers in

pray, and I certainly pray that all of this will come to somé.

And the water preshared program came about, and we was

doiﬁg land work. And they made it so rough. And Ms. Williamé
there, was =-- her aﬁd her husband was doing the work. The§
suggested énd made,Aand suggestions at the office that —-- they
said, Well, we can’t tell you who to get. éut at the same time,
they was telling us. 'And as long aé they figured we was goiné
to get who they really recommended, ﬁhey, you know, the guy

showed us all the things that, you know, in the program that he

another route, they took it away.
'And to make a long story short, we have just gone

through a lot. But we’re still struggling there and we’ve also

the community. . Not just this community, the communities in
Jackscn County, but we’re hoping it has a far-reaching effectq

And I appreciate this time that you—all have given us. And I

good.

" Thank-you very much.

MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir.
our next speaker is Léoﬁ‘Crum from Ernéburg, South

Carolina.
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COMMENT BY: LEON CRUM:

Mr. Secretary, thank you for coming to South Carolina
for Férm Aid. Also thank you for‘com;ng to Florence for its
tobacco meeting. It was four cars of us coming from South
Carolina over 500 miles. I woﬁld like for some of those folks
to stand now; if you coﬁld? Also; we{ye got 1890'from South
Carolina. Could you please stand?

i (People stood.):

A ;ouple of things that I wanted to present ﬁo you. My
brothef and I farmed. We were sold out when Farmers Home was.
Farmers Home, not FSA. - We fafmed vegeiables and hogs. Now I
work far‘a federation; thank God for that. On the county
committee, we have a TV program that we do every Fridéy morhing.
Wé spént thfee"weeks talking about“ the county committee.
elections. In a six-county area, over 10,000 ba;lots sent out
and less than a thousand got returned. A lot of those ballots
get sent to the wrong address, to the wrong people. Farmers are

afraid to send them back in; a lot of them don’t even understand

~what it’s all about. We need more education for them.

African-Americans have the greatest =-- the hardest;
opportunity to get.théir,yields changed. Often times, white
farmers can go in and not even ﬁave a pfoven yield, but they can
get yieids updated. And it’s also féfiected in their cat.
coverage, in ﬁerms.of how they get their money on those loans.

The current regulations are making it impossible for
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African-Americans to gét é chance to enter .into farming. i’d
like to go back into farming. I know that would be'impossibl;
because I know I’ll need a quarter of a million dollars to
start.

It should be also -- each time we go in those Farmers

Home offices, FSA offices, most of the people we see.in there

.are often white people. We need some kind of commitment from

you or Farmers Home to improve, improve employment opportunity
for African-Americans on the local level. It’s nice that
Washington can have these hearings and come down and hear what

we’ve got to say. But the buck stops aﬁ the county level. They

- are the ones who are making the decisions.

Farmers tell me, and I know from the fact that my |
duties on that gppliéation,»that Farmers Home plan, unless youz»
have some real-knowledge'oflhow to fill out theseApapers, it’sk
impossible for you to get through it. Le£ aléne a farmer with

a fifth or sixth or seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh

grade education. You need to do something about those loan |

applicationsa_v'

Those things -- if you really want to see where black
farmers afe being discriminated at, look at when they receive
their loan sefvicing packaées. Then you'can compare =-- I_will‘
not -- if youvéét a_check list, those counties gbt a check list,;

they go down this check list and they say, Did you receive a

full application? All right. After you got that, you receive
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a full appliéation;'and £ha£’s whén we %ill see, when did‘youA
éffer that Quy his loan servicing options? I believe y’all put
that in the cémputer; the_date'é on there. If you compare that
when'you,'when you offér the black farmers compared to white

farmers, you’ll see that, that, as I say, been discriminated

against black farmers.

And the last statement I’d like to make, sir, is that

since, since Farmers Home Administration has done nothing pretty

‘much for blaqk farmers over the last,:hOWAlong they’ve been
started. Can you, today, make the commitment that you will put

- some programs'in place‘thatfwill assist minority farmers?

MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir.

.Ou: next speaker is.Afthur Rhyérs."And please correct
me»if I’m.pronouncing that wréng}‘from Cottondaie, Florida.
"Please restate your name and location, please.

COMMENT BY: ARTHUR RHYERS -

My name is Arthur Rhyers,xcdttondalé, Florida. MYA
concern about is the FH -- okay. ‘My concern about: is Farﬁers
Home Administration. BackJin 1980, i went in Farmers Homef
Administrgtion fo get - éf loaﬁ; | And . Charles Lear was thé
administrator down thefe; Hé didn’t éven let me'get in the
seat. He said, "Well, Arthur, you’re not qualified." He didn'£
even let me sit down. So, i just got my little cap and walked’

on out and forgot :about it, you know.. And I didn’t think it
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were right, but then he toid me that if I went into the bank;
they'il loan me some money. |

| ‘ Sd,'nova done got me times now i done borrowed‘it
out. So, I can’t borrow no more money from the'bank. So, I

just got to go along just the best way I can and borrow what I

can get. I worked through the state on low income, about

- $15,000 a‘Year. And -- but I’m a North Florida Co-Op manager

and I’d like for all the North Florida Co~0p members to stand,
up please. (People stood to applause) =- we ran our co-op farm
and I hope we’ll not need Charles Lear no more.

Thank you.

MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir.
- Our  next speaker, Kenneth Brown, from Buena ?istan

- Georgia.

' COMMENT BY: KENNETH BROWN

Good afternoon. My name is Kenneth Brown from Buena.

Vista, Georgia. The last time I talked to YOU, Mr. Glickman, I

~had a problem; it just moved to a different spot. I’ve been |.

fighting, I guess about two years, trying to get Farmers Home to
reappraise my equipment. It took them two yéars'to get to that |
part, but it on;y tbok Mr. Glickman two days.’ They reappraisedﬁ
it in.£WO days. At that point, they went on to near recovery.
I was -- I’m thankful for his authority; He éalled just as he

said, Mr. Glickman. . And that’s why I’m here today, because of




10

11

12

13

A14‘
15°
16
17

18
19
20

21

22
.23
24

25

him’
- If you-all weren’t here, I wouldn’t be here, because
I, I rely on -- we, as miﬁorities, we rely on our leaders to

look out for us. We are not able to go to Washington, talk to

the people. But we vote you in.  And we expect -- and we rely |-

on y’all to do something for us in return. We don’t want

anything that’s given to us. We believe in working; we grew up

" working. As a black person you know work because that’s all

‘you’ve done. But let us get something in return for it.

I know I only have five minutes, but 1like Mr.

Slaughter said, you get tired of fighting when you know you’re |

: gbihg to get knocked down. But something in the back of you

always pick you up and you move on. And I want to give thanks

to my father because if it wasn’t for him, he’s 60 years, I’ve

‘been with farming long, something would have changed by now, I

wouldn’t be here. But thankful for him, he pushed_me'on.

. ‘To the point Qhére why blacks can’t gét any money. A
lot of people push the'responsibility and tﬁe biame to somebody
else. Nobody wants to be responsib;e:for turning a black person

down. But where is the blame? If‘you go into Farmers Home, you

can’t get any money,there. If ydu go to the bank, you can’t get

any money there. I just don’t understénd why nobody don’t know

why we can’t get any money. Because I don’t feel like I’m the

. only one out there that can’t get any m@ney. I believe that and

that’s why I’m here today. There’s somébody here who is a whole

74
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lot smarter than I aﬁ) can figure out some of these problems
that can give us some help.

We, as minority farmers, need some help. Not becaugeA
-=- the regulatlon are there, like you said, the money’s there,

but when it gets down to Farmers Home, that’s where it stops and

it goes to a different route. They’ve got certain people that

‘they won’t loan money to. If you’re not in that group;<you

don’t get any money. Now, it may seem racial; it is racial. It
may seem biased; it is biased. It may seem like the good ole

boys; it is the good old boys. If you don’t belong to a certain

. group, you can’t get any money.

If I had money =-- which I don’t, but.i work -- ﬁy
credit would be better, my fields would be better. But in the
process of the last two years I’ve been having to work and far@
out of my pocket.: ﬁow, ﬁéw you expect my yields to be as good
as a man farmlng out of his pocket and a man’s got an operatlng
loan? You can’t compare my yields w1th him, because if you do,
they’re go;ng to' look like I’m poor management;_whlch I am.
Poor productive too.

-If you want to help us, and I know you are because you‘

are here today. And I believe that you are a man of your word.

Give us some opportunity, not only jusﬁ write regulatibn, but

put somebody down there to watch over them. Because . just
because you sent it there, Mr. Glickman, it doesn’t mean that

it’s going to get to us.




10
11
12

213

14
15
- 16
17
18

19
20

21
22
23
24
25

76

Okay. 1I’d like to thank the‘;-‘I'm from Bﬁéna'vista
Georgia. My county'agent is Macon Counfy, Mr.fSammy Héll, hé
moved to Byron, Georgia, it’s now Byron, Georgia, that’s my
county superviSor. I am -- I weﬁt pasf'debﬁ recovery, went to

-- I am in debt recovery. But at the same time, the lending

~institution don’t want to loan me money because of the amount of

money that the Farmers Home is going to write off. Because they
feel that Farmers Home is going to come back and say, “Hey, we
gave you that money, now we’re going to tax it on you."

I cannot make the payments on the real estate and pay

- all these back taxes -and penalties. So, the lending

institutions are afraid to loan me money. So, right now, I'm
looking at -- matter of fact, you’re looking at Chapter 12,

because that’s where -- there’s no way I’m going to allow them.

to take my farm without a fight.

I’m relying on you Mr.leickman to -- I know that
everything is on hold as far as the net recovery and all of |

that, but -- I’'m finished. Thank you.

MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir. ;
. Qour next speaker, Alfred Walker, from Monticello,

Florida. Is Mr. Walker here? :

COMMENT BY: ALFRED WALKER

My name is Alfred Walker from Monticello, Florida.

I’m a member of the North Florida Farmers’ Co-Op and I’d like
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‘obtained four degrees, taught almost 30 years.’

his time to farm our land to just keep it from growing up.

them to stand.
i'.(People'stoqd).

And our concern here Mr. ‘Secrétary,,~and Senatof
Sanford, and both staff, both panéls. We haveva greét concérn{
I was on the farm from 1946 through 1966. My dad was a farmer;
And we always were running against the wind when it che‘down to
being a black farmer. I leff and went to Vietnam in 1966. I
left my mom‘and»my dad, running against thé wind on the farm.
I.gave my time in Vietnam. I came back home, my mom and dad

encouraged me to go to college, which I did. Finished college}

"And I'm retired, I’m back to that same farm that I
lefﬁimy daddy and ﬁom\on. Been sitfing down since 1994, since
I retired. 1I’'m trying to find something to do, but like I’vé
heard some of them said, I need money. And affér hearing about
how much money you can make on a small piece of land, I have
enough toAmake me'over.$75,600 a year. But thank God, my cousin

right here, sitting here lboking right at mé, he has squeezed

Mr. Secrétary, the only thing I ask you this morning;
to let ‘justicé ring. We need money as black farmers and
minorities. We need help. I live 1in Jefferson County,
Monticello, Flofida, and we have beenAdenied‘many-things as

black farmers. Not only on the farm, many other things we have

been denied of. And we are asking for help. I taught all these




10
1;
12
13
14
15
16

17

18
19

20

21

22

- 23

24

25

years, retired, would like to do some small farming, like truck
farﬁing. But I know I need money. Andllike I’ve heard some of
them said, it’s no use in me going, because they’re going to
disquaiify me before I geﬁ there. And like they said, if yeu go |
to the bank ln a small place llke where I llve, everybody know
everybody. “When old Walker come, don’t glve him no money "
So, we’re just asking .for youfall 'to- place
repfesentetives in these counties that‘can make sure that we getv
our pieee of the‘rock. Everybody want a piece of the rock; I
do. And I don’t like sitting down and I don’t like freebies.
And like a young man frqm'Colquitt Counﬁy“said, we’re’not asking
terxpand; Give us someﬁhing to work with what we have. If you
can make that much onla small plot ofVlend, appropriaté me some

money so I can get started. Just get me started, that’s all we.

_asking. We aren’t asking you to do it for us. Just give us a

start, give us a jump start and we’ll go for it.

The black man has bu1lt thlS country, and we.can‘
contlnue to build it with help. And we built it Wlth our help;‘
We built it with our strength. We built it with eur knowledge.:

We made it out of nothlng and ZE know we .can make it with

jsomethlngf I didn’t make ;t--- I dldn.t come here this mornlng'

just for a form of fashion. I came here, and I‘m here because
I am concerned. I can go home and sit down. I don’t have to be
a member of the North Florida Farmers Co-Op. I‘m a retired

school teacher. I have enough to live on the rest of my life.
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I have enough coming in, I have an income.
But I’m concerned about other farmers. I want to say

this too.. I'm not only concerned about the black farmers, there

- are white farmers out there suffering too. We, you know, we

have other people‘too.‘ It’s not only the black. We have poor
people who are suffering for funds.

Thank you very much and I pray that you do what’s

, right.

MR. COSBY: Thank you,‘sir.

Our next speaker is George Hall from.Edligee,vAlabama.
COMMENT BY: - GEORGE HALL |

Good eveﬁing. That is George Hall from Bpligée,'
Alabama. To the Honorable Secretary and the rest of- the
distinguished guests( to the commission, I‘wpuld like to give
you a kind of hiétory of how I feel about Farmers Home.
Administration andfthé FSA office. I’m the sheriff in the

county"that I'm from. I need to say that, I guess, to allude.

back to it later. I experienced some difficulty with Farmers

" Home AdministrationAbéck in the early ’70’s.

SECRETARY.GLICKMAN: fwhich couﬁty are you from?

MR. HALL: Green County, Alabama. |
 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Okay. I think I’ve heard about
you. | - ‘

MR. HALL: You hay have, but that’s okay. -
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SECRETARY GLICKMAN: That sounds like a good story-
. MR. HALL: I hope it’s a good attempt.
CONTINUED COMMENT BY: GEORGE HALL

But I experienced some difficulty with Farmers Home

' X ’ . . )
. Administration back in the early ’70s.. Now, I too, went to

Vietnam and fought for tlis country. And I don’t brag about

that, but I do like to see people treated fairiy. And the

problem I had with Farmers Home Administration was that I had a

home and I acquired some additional lands. And, as some have |

'said here earlier, it will be a repeat of what other people have

said, I had to take what I had and post it against what I was

trYing to borrow. And therefore, I’'m at the mercy of Farmers
Home Administration.

They was in a position where they was going to

- foreclose on me and I filed bankfuptcy. ‘Now, this is a bad deal

for most people to file bankruptcy I think, but iﬁ worked at
that point. And from that-day until this day, I’ve beén labeled |
with that position after filing bankruptcy. If you go to the
bank or whatever lending institution to écquire money, that flag
is there. And it’s bad. |

So, it puts ydu'in an awkward;position to have to try
to manther and meet youf obligation wﬁen=you can’t, like I say,
acquire the proper funds that you need to keep your buéiness

operating. Well, the committees from the farm service agencies

control now, I understand, Farmers Home Administration. And if
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your name is there,’as some of them have said earlier, the flag
is ué.‘ | | )

Now, I made a complaint against the farm service agent
in Utah for discrimination agaihst»me. Now, I would like to
encourage the black farmers here to contlnue to press forward.
There is somewhere{ somebody that can llsten to a éomplalnt.
Now, I was fortunate enough to get my complalnt through, but it
d;d’take some time. As a matter of fact, this is what it took .

(holding up folders). Now, I know most blacks don’t like to do

Vpaperwork, but. that’s parﬁ of the system, and we have to kee§

recérds; and we have to do what we got to do.
So, 1 want to encourage black farmers to press
forward. But in the meantime, my suggestion is that this

committee has to be dealt with throughout the state or

throughout the region. These are the people that control. Now,

somehow, we have to have some minority in these positioﬁs,Athat
is to represent or look out for the black férmersh or\thé
minority, or the small people.

“We went out in our region, in our county, to‘try td
acquire, to get some blacks elected to that'coﬁmittee. But we
were misfortunate, we -- thét did not finalize; that did not

happen. 'And I think the reason being is that biacks have, as

‘has been said here earlier, if you go in the office, you‘re

probably going to be denied whatever benefits. So, they take

the attitude there’s not any use in going. Sb, then when the
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list come down when thef send out balléts, your name’s not on
ﬁhe ballot!'itfs.not on the list, so you don’t acquire a ballot. |
So then, ybﬁ can’t elect a person to‘tﬁe posiﬁion without the
proper ballots or votes.

So(-what we need is some mechanism to make sure that
the outreach program ié out in,outlying'afeas; to make'surevthat
blacks understand the procedures to knéwf&hat7s'required; and to
make sure that they receive an opporﬁunity to vote. This is-the
main problem i think with the whoié sitﬁation with Farmers Home
Administration or Farm‘Service Agency is the committee. We do
not necessarily do awawaith it. But ip need to be a meéhanisﬁ
in there to make sure it’s doing what‘it’s supposed to do.

Thank you, sir..

MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir.
Our- next speaker ié Charleé Harfis from Leesburg,
Georgia; | o |

COMMENT BY: CHARLES HARRIS

Good evening. j I'm Charlesf Harris from Leesburg,
Georgia, and I. come today to speak ab@ut.the farmiﬁg. Every
year along about this time, I don’t go ﬁo sleep at hight because
I’ﬁ wondering where I‘m going to get:my loan from. I'think
évery man sitting on that board knerWhere is he going to get'
his check from évery week. But‘in the farming situation, we"

don’t know where we’re going day by day. And I believe if every

{
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.man was sitting there, would have a changed heart this morning,

That’s Farmers Home; And you know, it’s bad, it’s really bad;

‘Don’t want to even go out there. And then y’all say you puti

been born again; you ought to be crying. Begause some oflﬁhesé
complaints thaﬁ I hear; it almost make me cry.

But, you know, for -- I éome in this business in.1983
from Sylvester, Georgia. And a man'giveAme one broken down
tractor andAno peanut pickers ﬁo‘pick‘no-peanuts. I asked him;

“How'I'm‘going to go pick my peanuts?* He said, "I don’t know."

that a man can do a job, and y’all won’t let hlm do it. A man
can farm every.day. Every day I get up and get ‘out there and
try to do the very best that I can. And.lt ain’t -- y’all don’t
pay no bit of attention; say it’s nothlng. Weli, it’s something
to me because that’s my life.  I’m not asking you to give mé
nothing. I’ll work for what I get, every day. |

But the onliest thing I’m asking for is‘a chance to
keep on farmiﬁg for my family. I gotAfive boys and don’t néry

one of them want to see the farm. Got two living at home.

people on five years and you’ve got five years’ equipment. I’Ve;
been having equipment ever since ’‘83. Now, what, you got tof
gamble along fof -—- if it’s been five Years and you still paying |
on it. Yeah, I'm still paying on five years. You can’t get no.
loan. I can’t buy nothing else;.>‘

Still sitting in the same spot, spinning my wheels. .

I’ve got a little old‘bitty‘farm. Say, Yeah, I'm in three or
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:

four different counties. AYeah,,I'havé to\be there. Because I’
can’t get in one. I can’t farm in‘one éounty. I got to farm in-
three or fqﬂr counties to get enough farm to farm with. I got
some farmers here that I rent from. Théy worried about their
money right now. | | | )

And it’s bad man, it’s bad. N§W,Asome of y’all‘might
not think it’s bad, but’it's bad. And 5ny time a man -- you go
tell a agency, a man will tell yoﬁ, héddoh't know how you’rev
going to pick the peanuts.v Then a belt break’and'you can’t get
no money to fix it. 1It’s bad gentlemen.f And_everybody sittiﬁg
on that board kﬁowing where‘iheir check‘comeé next week.

Thank you.

MR. COSBY: Thank you, 'sir.
Our next speaker is Warren Daniels from Gréen,
Florida. Mr. Daniels. | : |
C6MMEsT BY: WARREN DANIELS
| My name is‘warren H. Daniels from Greenville, Florida.

I really didn’t come to speék., Inreaily kind of be listening to
see what y’ail going to do. Bécaﬁse when all of the money was
fiowingj and -all of the big people waé getting the money to
plant trees and things, the pfogram was going gdod. But since
it got out to us little people, they disconﬁinﬁed the progran.
I want to knpw why. Can I get an answeré

MR. COSBY: Are you talking about the conservation to
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presérve the CRP program? ‘
SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Are you talking about the |

forestry reforesting program that we were talking about

before?

MR. DANIELS: I think so. But I didn’t understand the
answer to that. .I want it now.

SECRETARY GLICKMAN: As I understood it, you sdid the

‘'program was in fact still functioning. I don’t know where,

whether it’s functioning in terms of dollars in this state

or not. I don’t know the answer to your gquestion, to b¢
honest with ?ou. I’'m going to have to get you, get back |
with you the answer to the question.

'MR. DANIELS: Well, I appreciate it. Because without

me knowing the answer, I‘ll be very upset. And I don’t

like that.

MR. COSBY: We will get you, sir, we will get you

connected with our people from Florida. You’re from

Florida; right?f
MR. DANIELS: ,Yes.
MR. REED: Niles Glasgow? Niles Glésgow, stand up.
He's going to fix you up. | |

MR. DANIELS:~ Oh, okay; good. Thank you.

MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir.

Our next speaker -- all right; may I have yéuf '
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attention please. Our next speaker is C. Bell from Selma, .
Alabama. |

COMMENT BY: CECIL BELL ;

I am Cecil Bell from Selma, Alabama. Which I already
have my complaint in Mr. Gliékman’sboffiée. It'é'been there for
a year’how. First, what my complainﬁ about is, improperly:
identifying the cfép basis. I started fa:miﬁg in about 77. By
'82( I had renﬁed about 4500 acfes of farmland aﬁd crop land.>
I rented from several different farmers; When I build a place
on it, I pull it together and‘make one farm out of iﬁ. When I
got ready to make the loan, the executive director down at the

ASC office, he improperly identifying‘ﬁy base when I get ready

.to make a loan. On the other parcels of this land, when I build

the bases on the land, and go to put it together, the base
doésn’t‘follow'thevland.  |

' I went to complain to the lbcal'executiVe director.
And I asked them.tq give me a, I asked them to give me '‘a --.
wait, just a mihﬁte. I asked them to give me a summary of
reconstitution'of my bases. He never would give them to:me, I
went to ‘the state diréctor and asked him to give me  é 
reconstitution ofvmy-bases. Hé came?down and looked at the
reconst:iiution of myVAbases. And we had a lien on several
occasions. )

He told me that the local ASC director was correct in

the summary of my constitution. Him and his program director |
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‘and his program specialist gave me a summary of my constitution,

which they is a question. Neither one of them would give me the
rlght to appeal their dec151on. |

In ’94, I had a crop disaster, they denled my bases on
unworkable manner. Mister --' 1t' two adjusters came and

offered to pay me half of myldisaster to cut the cotton up. 1

‘told them that I refused to do that because the rain had

i
i
'

destroyed my crop.

So, I called Chipley Broad and Mr. Alexander Day came.
And he said I’m g01ng to treat you just like anybody else.’ He
pald me the full premium for my cotton, but he didn’t make a
record of the day he come. One man come'on the 12th of July,
and he'come‘on aﬁout the’24th. But he told me I had to wait
until my -- till the harvest season to come treat my base. So;
the local ASC used the first adjuster and used Mr. Alexander Da§
final adjuster. And see, I dldn’t work no cotton. V.

I appealed it to the state committee. They upheld the
decision. But when I got to the state office they told me not
to ask no questions. Because I was g01ng to start to ask- them
about my bases, which I had about 1100 acres of -- when I, when
I took my 4500 acres of cropland and farmland it come out tg

about 17 acres of cropland. Well, I had 1200 acres in the -=

‘with the program land.  And my program land Vjust kept

deteriorating, -just kept deteriorating. And I asked them to

give me a summary for some of, of my'cropland. The local ASC |
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office never did give me one. The ones at the state Asc'office, 

him and his proéram specialist, and they put me something

- together. But when I got to the state offiée, they told me not

to ask no questions. So, what I did -- |
| SECRETARY GLICKMAN: .Who told you not tO‘ask any
questions? | | | | |

MR:'BELL: The state committeé, somebody on the state

committee told me not to ask no questions. |
CONTINUED COMMENT BY: CECIL BELL |
- S0, it wasA appealed up' to thév National Appeals
Division. They held up the decision. : So, I appealed it to |
Memphis, Tennessee, Ms. Upchew (phonetic). I appeaied the
discriminétion along with my disaster program.

Ms; Upchew told, wrote me, told me that within that
jurisdiction that they didn’t handle discrimination cases. Gave
me the right to appeal to civil rights. And now, sé, i appealed
it to thevcivil rights. I kept asking them about it. And so,

they told me they were going to send it back down there to the

Department of Agriculture when Mr. Max Epson -- but Mr. Max

Epson>was gone. So, I wrote you Mr. Dade, a personal lette:,
and I asked you ﬁo carefully éonsidefgmy case.

| So, just before Christmas, I. contact ?oﬁr offiée, the
lady told me that my case had been, had been investigated. and
they would get‘in touch with me a fewlﬁays, So;vthat’sbwhefe I

stand now. I‘m wondering, I cannot‘é-_I did not go bankrupt.
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ST still got Jjudgments. I wrote off about 710,000 to Farmers

'jﬁdgment for - a 100~, over $100,000 with them. But I étill

Home and the People’s Bank. And so -=- to build those bases with

people like Gold Kist and different other farmers, I've got

didn’t trade bahkrupt,«withvthe help ofme sister. She took
oveiAmy farm money. | |
So now, I’m waiting to see what you going to do.
MR. COSBY: I would ask, sir, iflwe could get one of
our ushefs to come, finish getting additional information{i
‘The quéstion would -- |
SECRETARY GLICRMAN: Before you do that. Randy, caﬂ
you get a reportﬂfrom our}-- you’re Alabama; right?u -
ﬁR. BELL: Yes, sir;. |
SECRETARY.GLICKﬂAN: Okay. Can you get a report on
this case from ouf Alabama State Office? 1I‘d like to know‘
- more about the case, because this sounds like a real,
complicated éase. And I want to know exactly what -- and
in additionuto that, I’1l check on‘the'complaint. I don’t
-- they told you that you were.going to have>a disposition.
of this complaint right awayé ‘
| 'MR. BELL: ' They told mevthat'they had investigated my
case and they’re going to send somebody to talk to me.
SECRETARY GLICKMAN: All right. We’ll get, we’ll get |
on your case. I mean, I’l]l make sure that I, personally,'

'send the message that I want them to contact you
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and cattle farmer. The president of an organization called

- Farmers Home Administration which was $50,000 to}tmild two

immediateiy.

MR. COSBY; ‘Sir,kcould i - oh, excuse ‘me.

SECRETARY GLICKMAN: But I do want a report on your
case from our state office. | |

MR. COSBY: Sir, I ask you, if I éould'get you to come
up to the table and give them YOur address, and so on at
this time; that would be appropriate.

MR. BELL: Okay. B

MR. COSBY: All right. The éentleman here. Thank
you. | |

SECRETARY GLICKMAN: This gentleman right here; yeah.

MR. COSBY: - Our next speaker is Mr. William -- Willie
Adams from Greensboro, Georéia._:Mt. Adams.
COMMENT BY: WILLIE ADAMS
Good ‘afternoon. HowA dé you‘ do, Mr. Gliékman,

Committee. I’m Willie Adams from Greehéboro, Georgia, poultry

United AgriCulture Gq#efnment Coalition. We cover about five |
Georgia counties: Greene, Morgan, Putnam, Oconee and DeKalb.

I began farming in 1977. _I achieved a loan from

poultry houses. One of the biggest. mistakes I made, the

supervisor at that time told me we ran out of money, said go to

a commercial bank and borrow some money. I borrowed that money,
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'became ill and was in and out of the hospital. And what

' bill, April 1st, went into effect. And so, at -- right now, I'm

- there’s time, I’d like to meet with someone on the committee to

making monthly payments. So, that’s why I started off in thé
rut. And since then, I’ve been in that rut. |
And I -- to make a long story éhort, we was working on

the loan process back last year and the supervisor at that time
happened, my application was floating around, and the 1996 farm

at a standstill.

We, in the poultry business, and from time to time;’
thé‘compény require ydu to update your houses. Either yoﬁ
update your housesvor you don’t get.any chickens. So, anyway;

the situation I’m in now, I've got to do something. And I -- if

discuss my problem. Thank you.

MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir. Would one of the ushers
get his name and address, please. I think he)s requesting
to meet with one of thg committee peopie. So, i: you
would, one of the ushers,. to get' the appropriaté.
information from'him, I would app:eciate it. |

Our . next spéaker, James Hall, from‘ Monticello,
Florida. |

.COMMENI BY: JAﬁES HRﬁL
I’'m James E. Hall from Monticello, Florida, Jefferson

County. Leemount (phonetic) is my neck of the woods. And I
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found out since I got here, I'm just one of the victims of the

¢

circumstance. B . |
First thing I woﬁld like to cléar up. I had a chanée
to work in the ASC office as a reportef.; And-I:always liked to
be to work on time. And I begiﬁ to Qatéhing the mail that was‘
cbming in. And I told my boss man thatfaccording'tovthe maiiv
you was getting in, "Why can’t I tell you what we want?" ﬁis,
words was to me, “jim, Wé neea a fellow iike you.4 And I was the
first black'that run for'office in theicbuntf, by a pétition.i
énd the man that I talked with, took myApetition and carried it

out, and got three more to run against me. That’s some of the

I would 1ik§ to let y’all know, before it came time,3
my grénddaddy used to preach in the whité church one Sunday. And
the Whité preacher would preach in his church the next Sunday.
So -- well, y’ali caﬁ’t call me a racist becéuseeI didn’t éome
up that’a way.: | | |
But I don’t want‘nobody‘give;me nothing;' Juét open
the door and I‘ll get mine. I‘m a FHA victim. And when they

told me they couldn’t lend me no money, leaving my grandchildren

"and children staying there, $500 a month, they told me to go |

“into the FHA to better my condition.

I thank you;

MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir.
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' COMMENT BY: HOWARD JAMES

-staff. I’ve been a farmer for 12, 13 years.. And the yéar of

Folks, we are'just about out of time. And I, have é
list of other speakers. -And wefre‘géing to shut it of?
right thefe. We have about ten minutes to go and.if wé
have participants in the audience,er. Secfetary, with‘é
thought that you could get through real quick,‘several oﬁ
you, wduid‘like'tc open the mikes at this time for those.

So, please take a mike there. State your name and who
you are. And I we w1ll we «- and I w1ll have to. shut thls'
off at some p01nt as well.

Please, go ahead, sir.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Okay. 1’m on the list. Oh.
Do you get this brother here first, or me?

| MR. COSBY: Right here.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Okay. Go ahead.
~ Thank you, sir. To the Secretary, Sanford Bishop,

’88, I was encouraged‘to go to the Farmers-Hoﬁe for a guaranteed
loan in which that partlcular year was a disaster year, and:
lacklng somethlng like $21 000 for paying Farmers Home back.:
But‘;n the later years, I was able to build up and continue to;
farm. | | |

This yeaf =~ I'm sorry, ‘96, which is ’95.-~ I mean-

’96; Congress was up there flghtlng about what they were gOLng

to do about the law. I had an appllcatlon 1n w1th Farmers Home
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that was approved to buy land. And Farmers -- and a farm.
operating loan. The fact that my application was approved prior

to the law being'passed, they asked me to come back in and apply

for the loan for'cperating,'but théy discontinued the part about

the land purchase.
| My point is, tﬁis,year, this %“ I'm sofry -- ’96 was
the best and productive year I have ever‘had; I was able to pay
off evefybody and sianding in géod‘sﬁéﬁding} But I can’t go
back to Farmers Home because of fhe law. And.why; if I was able
to get the operating loan, why couldn’t i get the farm purchase
léan? My point is, iﬁ I céuld have got ﬁhe farm purchase loan,.
it would have been just as well. But m&epoint is, why can’t I
go back because of the law? That’s what I’m saying.
VSECRETARY ¢LICKMAN: One thing I would have to tell
you is ﬁhe law needs to be changed;‘ '
MR. JAMES: I agree. ‘ ’
SECRETARY GLICKMAN: And we’ie going to try to get
~ that done this year.” I hope that §a£t of the President’s
budget helpstto make this change, so that we -- because you
had a dglinquency once?
| MR. JAMES: Once in the paSt:i
SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Even tﬁough you are perfedtly
cleared up and up-to-date? |
| MR. JAMES:’ I’'m pérfectly ciear. This yeaf -~ 796

was a great year. The Lord blessed me to pay up everybody
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and‘have‘a great crop. .
: .SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Yeah, sov--
MR. JAMES: But I can’t get back in. \
SECRETARY GLICKMAN: I, we - I’ve heard this over and

over and over again. We’ve got to get this law changed.

MR. COéBY: Thank you.-.
All right. We’ll.go to this micrcphoﬁe here and then
this one at the back. | |
DR. ‘BOOKMAN: ' Okéy. My name is‘;-
MR. COSBY: No -- yés, you, sir.
COMMENT BY: DR. BOOKMAN
Yes. My name is Dr. Ridgely Abdul Bookman. I‘m a
farmer here, farming 1600 acres over here in Terrell County. I

used to teach agricultural economics at Normland A&T (phonetic).

And - I must commend you farmers for being able to handle the

paperwork that you have toAhandle. Because I used to teach farm
management, and I have a hard time dealing with this.stuff thaﬁ
they’ve got, in terms of the government. | |
 The other thing that is, I want us to, to look at the
overall picture. They’re opening up the doors now for us t§

complain about how'they discriminated against us, but there’s a

‘bigger game going on. It is my opinion it‘’s going on. 1In the

Bible, it séys "Behold, there comes seven years of great plenty

throughout all the land of Egypt. And theré shall arise after
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them, seven Years'of:famine. ~And all the plenty4shall.be
, A ;

- forgotten in the land of Egypt. And the famine shall consume

the land."

‘_Now, it’s interesting that this amateur program is a
seven-yeér program, that aftér which, és_they’re saying is --
there would be no more subsidies to agriculture; |

The returns to agriculture over the last 30 years have

. been less than 3 percent. 1991, the return to assets and

agriculture is .4 of a perceht. The returns to baﬁking, money
and banking, is 6.5 percent. Sd,fhbw can you loanvmonéy, how
can you borrow money at 6.5 percent on the average, or 9 or 10
percent, and pay it back making thirty-nine cent on a $100

investment? This is, generally, the whole state of agriculture

~in the United States. So now, agriculture is under debt.

Now, when the black farmers,have been discriminéted
against,Aand it’s true, we have been; sdfwe';e‘complaining; 'So,
what the government is going to'do, tﬁe game is;that they’‘re
going to let YQu borrow mone? now. They’re going to try to do
right, but then when the famine hit --! they’re going to blame

i

black farmers for tearing down USDA.  They're going to blame

you.

It’s time you black farmers get together and do for

yourself because this country is being cut. Because they’re

seeing that black people are going to be the majority in this

country in the year 2050. So, they’re destﬁinng the whole
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COMMENT BY: MILES ROBINSON

~ who make those decisions, that we have an appointment. Let an

that committee to make certain you have some voice.

country infrastructure, throughout the country, so, that when
you take over, you will not have anything to work with.

Thank you very much.

s
{

MR. EARL COSBY: Thank you, sir.

We’ll go to the mike over here.

Good afterﬁoqn te Secretary'Glickmaﬁ, the panelist and
this .Civil Rights Action ‘Team. I’‘m Miles Robinson and If
repfesent Tﬁskegee University' and: Department of Agriculture.
Environmental and Natural Sciences. "I stand and I rise to leti
yoﬁ know that -unless and until the criteria for leﬁding to
minority and smail limited resource farmers is changed by la&
and bybregulation, we will always have, and be sﬁbjected tof
these disc;iminatory practices. |

One of my squestions would be to make'certainAthat

that criteria is changed and that on these, on the committees
appointment be made of a minority limited resource farmer to

Access to capital is always a problem and we need to
make certain we find ways to address that. And until we do, |

there is nothing’s going to change.
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COMMENT BY: EARNEST HOWARD A

My name is Ernest Howard from Clay County, qurida.
Onie of, one the main points that I would like to point out heré
today, thatkin 1995, July, was baésed by our congressman that
any ofvour older fafmers, mostly the ones that on benefit for,
is SSI, any other medical benefiﬁ that when they’re deceased,
that thét land will be turned over to the probated judge to
collect money under certain coﬁditions. ' Those conditions would
be that thé family is hardship‘or handicap or uﬁder‘21 years of
age, if not -- if a family can;t pay off that debt, that farm go
up for sale. | ; '

- Somehow, that should not' have passed through
Washington, D.C. énd it should. be effoft thaﬁ on this paft of
this chmittee today to fight hérd to get that changed back.
Because you’re looking at 95 percent of?our black older‘farmefé
will lose their'prqpérty and their farms will not be claimed by
their family because‘one time inkthé'hursing home will run so
much money that a family could not toﬁch‘that débt and ﬁhat';
one of the main'issués that should beA;ouched, and as many anal
some of the othef things that I havé‘beén said here. That;s one
of thé more i@portant things that I think any of us, that we‘
need £0 do someﬁhing about. L |

- And there are some other things due to the culture-

trend. We will contact you on some other things, but I

98
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definitely want to get that in.

MR. EARL COSBY: - Thank you. Thank yéu.
We'llvonly be able to take about two more. But fdr
‘the rest-of you participants that ére‘standing,'we wouid
like for you, just as soon as take about two more, to comé
- to the f:ont,,we have some recorders that will take your
statements. I want to be able to téke about two more, one
from this mike at. the back, and oné'from this one at the
back. I’'m asking the rest of you to come ﬁp and'we~wiil

take your statements.

COMMENT BY: WELTON LONG .

I want to thank‘you._ This is Welton Ldng,'Elbeft
County, Georgia; Déwy Rose, Georgia. I have been dealing with
Férmeré Home Administration for 25 years. And I’ve fought them}
trying to gét justice for other peopie. I>taught agriculturé
for 30 years. And of all things, they accused me of being

unable to manage a farm. ‘You cannot manage -- the first year

~that I had a farm that I borrowed money from Farmers Home

Administration, I borrowed enough mohey to buy some land and

325,000 to operate with. Ended up, they put all the money into
buying the land and I ended up with $84 to plant 250 acres of
soybeans. It takes a $100 in thatAtime, in that part of the

state to put in an acre of soybean and I got twenty-five cent.




10

11

12

13
14
15
16
17

18

19

20

21

22
- 23
24

25

100

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKRER: Mr. Speaker, I have a 30 second’

comment -~

 CONTINUED COMMENT BY: WELTON LONG

"Just a minute. And we didArese%rch in Georgis, aﬁd it
took a 128 days to procéss a loan from a black farmer, and oniy
73 days to process a loan for a white fatmer.. I know because I
served on the cémmitteé. At that time;lthéy -~ you served én
the committee and.you voted on the committee. And I know how‘
long it toék. | |
| And when they got féady to se:ve‘a‘white férmer or a
black farméf,‘they often éalled the two white committeemen
together. And they always told me, said, "It,don’t take but two
tb pass it." ’I got to Atlanta and the f;rst‘thing*the man tgld
me when Mr. McDuffie -~ some of Yoﬁ remember a long time ago he
gdt mad and said it don’t take but two to pass it and they
dismissed it. | |

We’re still fighting. We were in Washington the last’
week; I think, because the Secretary‘remembers us being up
there. But tﬁere are some things that'oﬁght to be straightened
out. - And as ;»told once before, I believe Senator Layhee
(phonetic)'down in Tifton, said before wé send any more money to
Georgia, or aﬁy other staté that is notTuSiﬁg it right, we‘need

to send nobody in here to spend it. Please, sir.

MR. COSBY: Thahk you. If yoh’ll just let me get to
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~and I am employed by the Federation of Southern Cooperatives..

ﬂpeéplevhere today know that the county committees do not serve

'replace the county committee w1th because black people won’ t

~ Washington to the local level theY’ll never, never be a chance

the gentleman I had promised back here{ and I will come
back to you; you will be the last speaker.
_Yes,.sir? |
COMMENT BY:‘ MALCOLM FREEMAﬁ

My name is Malcolm Freeman. I’m from South Carolina

HaVLng been born and raised on the farm and having been famlllar
with Farmers Home programs,and ‘the county committees of most of
my life and havxng to work with limited resource farmers that
have had to deal with this system, I have a couple of

recommendations to make. Anybody‘who sit and listened to the

the blaCK farmers. I suspect4that the county committees also dé‘
not serve properly the white farmer, no matter how good thé
intents and purposes of ihe legislation drafted in Washington.

When it gets down to the local level; the good old boy; get it.
They take what they want and the rest of the county get what’s

lefﬁ.

So, my suggestion is that you find something to

have a chance. It only takes two to pass. We can’t even get

one on it. And if we don’‘t have a linkage all the way from

for a black farmer to operate in a system equitably.
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water from a "white-only". About 60 years later, I went into

MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir.
COMMENT BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:

In 1933, my father got oppressed. But, he had to drink

Chapter 12 bankruptcy plan to find that the United States
Departmeﬁt of Agriculture had removed;that "white~only"‘sign \
from the’ water fouhtain ’and placed it 6n “the 'Chapter 12
bankruptcy plan. | :

To me, the~“white~only“.sign on the water fountain

was, by far, the less evil. "

‘MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir.
' Wefre going to wra@ up at this time. And folks,

perhaps I misdifected you. I‘m going to ask Jameleord and
‘Ralph,  if you wduid, ﬁo _helé these foiks get their
statements recorded. We. have aAfecérder here. We also
have some recorders at'thé backvtable, but we would folks,
like to get your statements before‘youVleave. So I’m going
to ask these pepplé to take care of you.

SECRETARY GLICKMAN: 'Earl, can‘I make just oné last
statement.‘ | | |

MR. COSBY: I'm'coming to you and Congressman Bishop
for égain, last comments that you would héve.

SECRETQRY GLICKMAN: Let me just say, we heard about

35 people here today and we’re going to hear about three-
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or 400 before we’re done, maybe 500 people. We didn’t say'

too much; it’s mostly listening. There’s an old

pxpressidn, after all has been said and done, there’s a lot

more said than done.

So, we decided to hear what you had to say. Make.sufé
when you say someﬁhing, it’s going to mean somethiﬁg. Aﬁd
so,~this is -- I want to assure you, I’m serious aboﬁt
this. We’re going to take this‘iﬁfcrmation, Mr. Pearlie
Reed and his team that are sitting righf in front of you}
are empowered with the full resources of the-Department of

Agriculture, to come up with an action plan that deals with

.a lot of the problem you’ve talked about.

I’m not going to prémise you right now it’s going to

take care of every problem in the history of the world.

‘But I am going to promise you that we’re going to make a

good~-faith effort to deal with the problemé that you have

talked about today so this Department of Agriculture is

fair and responsible and serves its customers and its

employees -with fairness and dignity.

So, I just wanﬁe& to let you knbw I appreciate very
much the opportunity of being here. Appreciate the
Congressman> Bishbp asking ﬁe .heré. Appreciate his
perseverance in making sufé that‘we.staylon top of this-
problem. And I’d liké him to make any finai comment.

'CONGRESSMAN BISHOP: Thank you. I just want to,
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again, thank the Secretary and the taék-force'for coming
and for iistehing. But more impofﬁantly,rl want to thank
each and every one of you for takiné the time to come and
to say what was on your minds so that they could hear it.
Because if you. didn’t come and_if‘you didn’t say, they
would not hear it and we couldn’t ;ay that they had heard
it. . Now.they have heard; and‘wil; hear others inAother
parts of the country, say what theif problems are and their
concerns. Probably, will be similaf to yours, but it’s ali
in the record and taken down,vand now the information is in
and they will be a decision acted»on it. Hopefully, we:

will bexable to put these issues to rest and be able to go

forward. Thank you for coming and taking the time to do
.it, because now it’s going to be afkey'and it’s important

_ that you did it. And I want you to know that I personally

appreciate‘it.

'MR.-CdSBY: Thank you.> Folks; we have another quick
announcement here.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Well, what I’m supposed to tell |
you is that you have lunch outside and you’ll see the signs
indicating what’s in the sandw1ches

Another thing I want to say is that ouf annual

farmers’ conference and marketing conference is next month

‘here at this site. The marketing conference will be at the

Ramada Inn and the annual farmers’ conference, that’s
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1 . February 14th and 15th, and we invite'yoﬁ to éome‘back.

2 'MR COSBY' Thank you folks, on behalf of Congressman
'3 , Blshop and Secretary Glickman. Thank you for coming. |

4| — ——

5 [The follo&ing comments were made after the session
6 . concluded:]

7 COMMENT BY: JAMES WOODSON_
8 ‘ My name is James Wéodson aﬁd‘I'm'ffom Bainbridgé,
9 | Georgia. And I -- my phone number is.$912/246-5287. And I’d |
10 .like to come to register a complaint about‘Farmers Home an&
11 their practice in lending money, just like hearing the rest of
12 them stated he;e.A My problem is that I gorrowed money from
13 Farmers Home and I paid it all back. And then later on I heard
14‘ that Farmers Home hadvforgavé some of the debt;.a big portion of
15 the debt in the country,Ajust fbrgive.therérmers for it aﬁd
16 start all over agéin“ But I paid all my money back, serious
17 money. And -- but I go to get some money, and then there’s a
18 lot of unfair and I can’t get none.
19 So, startlng back in 1964, when I borrowed $13,000, I
20 | paid it back the same year. The next year -- not the next year,
21 | but. later oh,'I‘borrowed $300,000; I paid‘that back. And then
22 I.had a diéaster and I borrowed SGO0,000. I paid all of thaf
23 back. 80, I left out of.there, when I left thevlenders.they'
24 | don’t want to lend it to you. When I got in trouble again, I

25 tried to borrow money from them and I couldn’t borrow no money.
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So, what 'I’‘m saying is my problem is -- needs to be
addressed.  Even to do fight, you can’t'get nothing from them.
That’s what I’m saying -- I know, but I just goi started here =--

bqt now, I would like to get my problém‘addressed.'l know this

is saying it publicly. But I want to say this right now. I

need to have somebody look into this for me. Why can’t I borrow

some money? I don’t owe Farmers Home anYthing. I owe some more
people, but I don’t owe Farmersiﬂoﬁe ahything. And I’m fixing.
to be treated like a step-child. - Okay. So, that’s what I‘m
sayihg.‘rI’d like to.haQe‘that addregse&.‘AYou héve my name and
my phone number. You have somebody get back to me about . that.
I don’t want you .to gé off and ﬁérget it now. I want you té

have somebody talk to me and tell me‘why I can’t get any money.

COMMENT BY: CHARLES FLETCHER

I’m‘Charles.Fletcher, Route 2, Box 202, Willacoochee,

Georgia; Colguitt County. I’ve been farming all of my life.

- I'm 53 years old and I‘ve never been able to receive a home loan

from Farmérs’Administration. I épplied in ‘67 and the ’80s;
I’ve always been{turﬁed down. My father’s 90 years old;’my
mother’s 87. 1I’ve been living on the farm all of my life. I
have to farm wherever I can get the money, any.conditions I can
get it; I havé four daughters£‘31,,16; 4, and 2, and expectiﬂg.
one inAMaICh\SOmetime.\ And&I can’t k?ep operating whénever Ij

can’t get enough -~ can’t‘get no money to operate with. I have

t
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'to operate any way I can. Borrow at high interest rates. And

they say it’s supposed‘to be for the farmers, but it’s not. And
I have some -- we have 300-some acres of land. And I have a
friend,.a’white friend, that had only ten acres of land and he
could‘borrdw $150,000 over ten years ago, and I couldn’t even
borrow five. And I“have anotﬁer friend who has 75 acres and hg
borfowed overv$600,000; andithey wén’t even loah me.pothing to
farm with. And I;vé been farming all my life. And I still
intend to try farming. And I’ve had to work two jobs, take thé
money from the other job in order to farm with.

Thank you.

COMMENT BY: CULLEN PATTON

7

I’11l be brief. 1I’m.ready. Yes, I’m Cullen Patton[

from Greenville, Georgia, with Wayne- Trambell from Newnan,

Georgia. And we’re here with Ms. Betty Bush; Matt Collins’ aide
from Columbus, Georgia -~ the repreéentative.
We have a brief that’s been sent to Secretary Glickman |

two weeks ago Dby Attbrney ‘Mr. Joe Sumerford in Fairfield, |.

Arkansas. We would like for that brief to be taken a look at.

If need be, we would like to meet him on a one-to~one basis in

Washingﬁon. The file needs to be gone over. We need to be

there because there’s a lot of material that’s not in thé brief;h

It’s nothing but harassment andvdisc:imination and lack of

justice has been done over the last ten or fifteen years. So,
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if at all possible, we need a meetiﬁg;with a representative,
and an atﬁorney will be thererfrom Arka§sas Betty Bush will be
there for Matt Collin’s office, and other advisors from South
Georgia. | | | |

We thank you. -

COMMENT BY: NED HARMAN
My name’s Ned Harman, H-A-R-M-A-N, from Cé:rollton;

Georgia. I‘ve been farming for Farmers Home for several years,

since the ’70s. We’d go in October or September to get a loan,

to put in the crops. They’d give it to you after it was too

late to plant, like the other one said. These kind of things

. happened. We get approved for loans, a hundred-something

thousand dollars to build a hog facility. And they say go ahead

and rate out, start it. Go ahead and get the money from local

banks and we’ll pay them. . But they didn’t pay them; I owed the
local banks for years and years. -

I’'ve asked for a national aépeals. They said we can
give you equitable leaﬁe; check into that. I did. They never

did do anything about that when I’d go to them. We met with a

‘state director last year, the first of this year, of ’96. I

wrote my congressman, state senators, and they wrote them back,
Farmers Home did,. and said we will work with-Mr. Harman and givé
him preservation. After I’d gét to that, never would hear from.

14
Farmers Home. They never would contact me.
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Then after my daughter got in a coma now, here Farmers Home said

can’t get anything done with them. .

Lester Hawkins, I’m the son of the late Katherine Hawkins. We

off, or get some of that money wrote off. Something like that,

"so we could make the payments éasiiy once a year, a lower.

told us $18,339 a year. But at that rate, we -cannot affordi

I’ve got a daughter that’s been in a coma since the"

middle of October. I hadn’t heard from Farmers Home at all.

they’re foreclosing because I hadn’t contacted them or tried to

work with them. ‘I tried to work with them for several years and

Thank you.

COMMENT BY: LESTER HAWKINS

My concern is -- I‘m late -- I’‘m the son of the late

have 'a farm of a 119 acres and one house. And my father left é
debt with the FHA of something like $130,000. The Farmers Home
did not give us any help. We asked for help from them so we’d

have a lower payment so me and my brother could pay that leoan

payment. Went to the bank, asked them for the money, the bank

that.

" Thank you, ma’am.-

COMMENT BY: RALPH BROWN

~How you déing.’ My name is Ralph Brown.: I'm from

Pataula County, Alabama. And I have a farm out there through:
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disaster_through 90 through ’93. Wé:filed for disaster and
then.they had all to come back, said in;:you know, invéstigating
it. All we did was carry our bills down, and they went‘through
them and'they paid us off for what we héd it in. Then they came
back in ‘96, and said we owed some mdney back on it. So, 1I
don’t know what going té be the outcbme 6f other vyear, but

that’s the latest I heard from them. .That’s it.

COMMENT BY: JEROME TUCKER
I’'m Jerome Tucker from Valdosta, Georgia.. I’'m a.
commititee member of the Lowndes-Echols FSA. And I have my

concerns about the operation committee;in writing. And I would

"like to leave these with =-- at this time. 1I’ve had problems

getting information about programs, getting access to the

- records in the office, information that I feel I’m entitled to

as being a county committee member. [See "Exhibits"]

COMMENT BY: JOYCE WALTERS

I’m ffom Brooks County, Quitﬁan; Geofgia. Well, our
problem .is coming‘from Madison County. We were buyiné a fafm.
there and we got‘burnt;out and that's why we ended up in
Quitman. Okay. We bought the fafm, this farm in Quitman,
ﬁhrougtharmers Home Administration. When we got the farm we
did not know, Production Credit didfnotvdisclose to us, that

there was a violation with the EPA and there was a-diseasé
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problem on the farm. We lost all our harvest except for ten
small ones we have thére now. And we are just‘there. We have
a lawsuit with Production Credit which we won for $825,000. But

they are talking béck, and with the attorneys, and saying that

they’re a part of‘the government, and they should not be sued

for punitive damages, and saying that the jury there -- it’s’

" like. they were not qﬁalified to pass that Jjudgment about

punitive damages. Sb,'we are just sitting there. Our house is

leaking. We have nothing. We are just there and we need some

help.

COMMENT BY: J.B. BLACK, JR.

My name is J.B. Black, Jr. And I farms in Screven
County, which'is’NgwingtOn, Georgia. " And I -- have FHA has
foreclosed’on my eéuipment and sold it back in June -- I think
June. And it didn’t brigg as much because it was the wrong time
of the year to sell équipment, because all of.thé farmers had,
alreédy bought equipment. All they could do then is to manage
their own property they wasn’t,goiné tb spend no extra money. .
And the equipment didn’t bring enough to pay the indebtedness of:
iﬁ. Now, they are riding me for to -- to try'to get me to pay
the rémain on that .equipment ﬁhat they foreclosed on. I’still;

own the land, but I'm leasing the land. I got to ’89, I thinkk

== I mean ‘99, I think it is, to maybe get somebody to buy the

‘land. And I’'m going to tryAto do that. But the equipment, they
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just went ahead and foreclosed on, because I was behind it, in

the payments on it. But I really think if they had of waited
until thisvfall.- Sold it early in March, February or March of
last year, they would have gotten way more out of it. 1In that |

time no one was buying farm equipment at that time.

COMMENT BY: JERRY BLACK
Yes, my name is Jerry Black. Same address 971 Oliver

Highway. I attended Abraham Baldwin in ’75 and got a degree in

- management. I‘’ve filled out farm loans from ‘78 until now. I

~have been denied farm loans by FHA from several. different

directors that -- over FHA.»iThé reason that I was told one |

timé, my’father was losing his farm, he had equipmentvand they

. told me they could not loan me operating money to, in order to

use his particular equipment,; becausé fHA had borrowed some
money on the . equipment .from FHA and itv was really their
equipment.

I was told that thére was no mihority progrém that was
setvaside. I friéd'to get my son in 4-H. I‘ve won state -
éhampienship showing cows since 1968.. I tried to get my son
involved in it and they told me there was no'program;Awhen'I‘
know that there was a‘minority youth program going on. And I
obtained information from Atlanta. But in my county, I was told
by Mr. Evans in StateSboro; who 1is over ihe’FSA ﬁow,-that there

was no programt If I find out any more information on it, to
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.come and let him know. And when I did, they just said thé money

was depleted.
And I wanted to make another statement. I can get a

job on every big farm, far as managing a farm. But then I was

told that I would have to go through a ﬁénagement p:ogram, but

I’'ve managed several farms of 10,000 acres, 5,006 acres, for

" several different ones in the county and surrounding counties.

But I can’t operate management of a farm. And my father has
farmed for 49 or 50 acres -- I mean years. And I ﬁave came up;
on the farm farming all my life. And.I just wanted to know whYl
do I get these runarounds when I’m trying to appiy¥for a loan in

order to.establish a farming operation.

COMMENT BY:  MARCUS DASHER

My name is‘Marcué Dasher. I’m from Vidalia, Georgia.:
My complaint is with FHA, at‘first, Fafmers Home Administration.
I applied for a loan‘the first year, I, you know, started,

decided to farm on my own. And I ran.into the problem. The

' first thing they told me that I was ineligible to farm because |

I didn’t know how to farm. And I'd been farming ever since I

was =~ well, before I was 14. But when I became 14 years of
age, I had to run my father’s farm for him sometime.
‘The second year, when I came back to FHA again, they

did the identical same thing, as far as giving my money. And

six months after I applied for it. And they didn’t buy me any
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equipment other than a harrow and a row cutter, you know, and

still didn’t assist.in buying me a traétor,to, to do this
process with. I had to then -- and seé df'going to a bank and
doing the same thing and get me a loan for a tractor, .and stuff
like that. And I farmed ﬁhere for two years ana I seen that
they wouldn’t,buflme a farm ﬁhat I Was:eligible for Buying and
stuff. Which they had told me, made me the promise after‘the

first year if I, you know, showed some good favbritism} that

- they would do it.

They renegedVdn their end of the deal, so I decided

1'd just give it up because I seen that they was trying to get

two birds with one stone, to a certain extent, you know, as far

V as getting my daddy out and ruining-my'répdtation just as they

was speaking as, once we get you in bad standings, you cannot
reapply for these loans again. So, Itjust said -- you know,
sold what équipment.they Eought me and‘said y’all have it. |

| So, seven years, se&en‘to}eight years later afterwards

I had moved off aﬁd I came back when my father got ill and

decided to run my family farm, I ran into a situation through

the:ASCé office then, because I wasn’t éligiblé to apply for FHA
loan. So, what I was doing was Just working out of my pocket,
and every‘time programé cémeHﬁp,'Ifdibe the last to know, or
either they would cut me or subsidize on me.  The first.year I'
was there, £hey took and zeroed.my peanﬁts out and they wduldn’t;

even let me pick them, you know. So,'I lost on that deal and
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years, I’ve been catching slack from the ASCS office. But, you

~with farming. I started farming in “77. And the Farmers Home

and father’s work salary, who works 40 hours a week to help

to Farmers Home in 1991. 1 was -- my farm account was

Chapter 12. And did a Chapter 12. I was -- had to get my land

wouldn’t pay me any insurance. So, for the last four to five

know, like they said, there’s certain farmers, you know, that
these guys sitting on the ASCS board'and that’s running these
ASCS offices, they let them know when stuff is coming down the

pipeline so they can get it before we do. That’s it.

-

COMMENT BY: RAYMOND E. OLDS
My name is Raymond E. Olds. Address is 501 =-- 5701
Wimbleton Court; Cambellton, Florida; Jackson County.

Okay. -I just want to speak briefly about my préblem

Administration, I received farm operating loans all the way
through 1987. And from that time, I was denied an operating

loan and I was farming out of my pocket and using my mother’s
operate my operating costs, my farming. And I was denied a loan

accelerated and I was asked to pay up in full. And I could not
appeél my rights té :eorganize my farming Qperation.

| And at that point, I didn’ﬁ have no money to pay up in
full, so I Waitéd to -- laét year, in 1995, 1I was'foreclosed.on

-- sorry; 1995 I was foreclosed on, and I waé forced‘intoj

appraised and livestock and equipment. And the Farmers Home
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Administration appraised it so high that I couldn’t afford to go ‘
through the Chapter 12. But now I’'m into a Chapter 7. And ask
to forgiveness of that =-- this could be looked into. And I

really need someone to look at this high property appraisal. My

land is appraised very high, more than it’s worth. And they do

that in order to keep me from going -through the Chapter 12.

Thank you.

COMMENT BY: DAVID PROCTOR -

; My nametis‘Da¢id Proctor from.Monticéllo. My question
is, thé FFA, I’d;like to give a.—-‘thé proéram they'got, 1’d
like to, I’d like to try to get into the program. ‘Buﬁ
understéndihg that»what-we'need, to start someﬁhing small, you
know, I ﬁeah, you know, it’s -- YOu know, I mean, I never had
dealed with FFA before. I would like ﬁo know  where I‘éan get

some information on it, more about it .!

COMMENT BY: - HERBERT MAXWELL
| Okay. My name’s Herbert:ﬁaxwell, Monticello, Florida.
. Okay. All the organization that_tﬁey have is gbod if they
do what they are designed to do, becausé what we’re lodkingv‘
at here is endangered species of the black farmer. I mean,
you come to Floridé, you see “Séve the manatee," "Save phe
Florida coﬁgar." They should have a state tag, “Save the

black farmer," because they’re going to be extinct. Like |
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~all these loans being denied'before yoﬁ even sit down.
That seem like what it’s designed to do, to‘Wipe out the
small farmer, white or black; but ~specifiealiy the
minority. EverYbody have to fold or foreclose, .I mean, the

big people just expand. That’s it.

COMMENT BY: SOPHIA GLENN

Okay. My name is Sophia Glenn. I'm in Tallaﬁassee;'
Florida and I work with small farmers in north Florida. I have
a couple issuesVI want to address -- I would like for someone te
address.

I work with Cooperatives’ Association, ‘the Ndrtﬁ
Florida Coopefative in Jackson; :it's based out of Jacksoﬁ
County, Florida. I-wquld'like to know if they will be more

assistance for «cooperative organizations, more so than

-individual farmers, based on the fact " that they’/re more

organized and more promise for production or more productive

.. outcomes.

Also would like to know if thefe is some kind of
assistance or ferm diversification or changing farm enterprisesi
Because most of the farmers are recurrent farmers who ere not
producing enough‘and are - not making aﬁy income from these
enterprises and -- but at the same time, they don’t have money
to -- they don’t have money fo change eﬁterprises. They ere‘

still changes in equipment and other things that they-would

s
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need, to change enterprlse‘ With the changes that these farmers

would make, and most of the counties that they are worklng, they

- would be in vegetable production. And the vegetable productlon

requires irrigated farms. And most farmets don’t have that
money to invest into irrigatioh. So, would there be some type
of cost-share assmstance for farmers to do such a thlng
Addressmng the farm service agency issues. As. I work :
as a financ1al manager for small farmers, I would llke to know
or get more information~on farmers who are facing financial
problems and disesters.> There’s a lack of ihformation given te
me ‘to help eueh farmers. And hopefully, this will avoid some -~
will avoid getting to the farmers at the end point when they’re
inlforeclosure.~ Which is not very much that we can do at that

time. 8o, we would ]ust like more assistance and more |

‘communlcatlon w1th the financial lnstltutlons, such as farm

service agency to a351st us in helplng these farmers

To also, to address farm service agency. There are,
I’ve found there are lots of problems with‘interpretatlon_of the ;
regulations. - The 1nterpretatlon is too broad and it’s open to
any type of lnterpretatlon For example, a person applies for

a beginning farm loan. And the requirements for a beginning

farm loan is you must not have farmed in the past ten years or

‘more. Then at the same tlme, they give you a stlpulatlon that

you must quallfy for a farm ownershlp loan also, which states

you have - yOou. must have farmed one in the past five years,‘
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1| which is very contradictory. And these kinds of‘régulétioné
2 prevent farmers from obtaining the type of assiétanée that they
3| need. | | | | A
4 Also, I would ask that the financial instituﬁionﬁ{
) such as férm service agencies, to assist .us in wofking with the
6 farm, financial management and'loan‘servicing.' That alSO'wili
7 avoid us getting to those points of foreclosure whereas a 1ot_qf
8 | times it’s not easy for us to help theée people at that péint;
9| " That’s all.

10

11 | COMMENT BY: WILLIE HEAD, JR.
12 | My name is Willie ﬁead, Jr. I'm from Biooks County;
13 Georgia, county seaﬁ Quitman, Georgia. My complaint is on FSA.
14 I entered into FSA in 1981, my county supervisor, Mr. Charles
15 'nyanp, Ivapplied fér a lpah to buy my father’s farm. ‘I'waé
16 approved, the loan was appréved.- And in that, I had certéiﬁ
17 »debté I was supposédito pay off to acquire the land with a clea#
18 | deed. | | B - {
19 After I paid off these certain debts, after I had
20 | acquired my loan for a cértain amount, after 'I teceived thé
21 loan, thén.I'was told by my county supervisor .that there weré
>22 other debts that I had to pay off with the money that I had
23 received'to operate with. I had to use paﬁt of that money to

24 | pay off those other debts. I was improperly informed by my

25 county supervisor, which in turn started me off in a negative




10

11

12

13

14
15
16
17

18

19

20

21°
22

23

24
25

120

position, because I had to usé my operating capital, a portion

of my operating capital to pay off existing debts .that I was

told beforehand that I didn’t have to pay.

Okay. As I made my way through Farmers Home up until‘
1986, I paid Farmers Home‘approximatelyéSi?,OOO in-1985. I also
paid Prodﬁction Credit $6,000 in 1985; which Qaé a total of
$23,000. I owed a balance of $7,000 to Farmers Home. hnd‘when’
I went to reapply for‘my ioan, after paying $17,000, I was
refused. And I‘waS'réfused untii'1994: | H

S§, I‘hadh’t been able to gét a loan. And I quit
applfing after 1994. So, now, I am in'a positioh where I only
owe Farmers Home about 7500 toASS,QOO with interest. Tﬁey tell
me that}beCause I:don't have any land in Farmers Home, bnly
equipment, I did noﬁ qualify for an fﬁA'loan. Now, I owe them
less than most applicants; but I’m not able to receive aﬁy
monies from Farmers Home. i.think that’s an unfair policy. I
know farmers who owe them thousands and Fhousands of doilars and
they’re able to get money. But I ohly éweta>small,amount and I
can’t get it. I can’t get anything; So, I’m‘filing this
complaint on behalf of thosé who owe.gmall amounts of money,
should still be able to borrow money. gThank you.

[END OF SPEAKERS]
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STATE OF GEORGIA).

COUNTY OF LEE)

I, Rene Armstrong, do hereby certify that the reported
the foregoing comments of the USDA Civil Rights Listening
Session held 6n‘January 6;v1997, in Albany, Georgia.

This 19th day of January, 1997.

RENE A. ARMSTRONG, CVR~CCR

'GEORGIA CERTIFICATE NO. B-1735

~J)




Deroud

FORUM FOR MINORITY FARMERS
JANUARY 6, 1997 L
- ALBANY, GA.

REQUESTS OF JEROME TUCKER, COUNTY COMMITTEE MEMBER,
LOWNDES/ECHOL.S COUNTIES FSA.

1.

ACCESS TO RECORDS DOCUMENTS, PUBLICATIONS NOTICES MAILING
LISTS, ETC. OF FSA OFFICE.

AUTHORIZED COOPERATION OF FSA OFFICE STAFF OR IMMEDIATE
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS IN EVENTS TO THE CONTRARY.

DETAILED LIST OF FEDERAL FARM PROGRAM FUNDS ALLOCATEDTO THE
LOWNDES/ECHOLS FSA OFFICE FOR DISTRIBUTION. LIST SHOULD
INCLUDE PROGRAMS FUNDS DESIGNATED FOR, 1993 1996.

DETAILED LIST OF BUSINESSES AND FARMING OPERATIONS FEDERAL
FUNDS DISPENSED TO. LIST SHOULD INCLUDE OWNER(S), OPERATOR(S),
LEASEE(S), LEGALLY LISTED CORPORATIONS, ETC. OF ANY AND ALL
OPERATIONS, BUSINESSES, CO-OPS AND LEGAL ENTITIES FUNDS.WERE

. DISPENSED TO. LIST SHOULD ALSO INCLUDE ANY AND ALL OWNERS,

OFFICERS, STOCK-HOLDERS AND OPERATORS OF ANY ENTITY OR
ENTERPRISE RECEIVING FEDERAL RURAL AND FARM PROGRAM FUNDS
FROM THE LOWNDES/ECHOLS FSA FROM 1990—1996

LIST OF PAYEES AND AMOUNTS OF FEDERAL CHECKS DISPENSED FROM
THE LOWNDES/ECHOLS FSA OFFICE FOR THE PERIOD 1990-1996.

COMPLETE AND DETAILED BUDGET FOR THE OPERATION OF THE
LOWNDES/ECHOLS FSA OFFICE.  DOCUMENT SHOULD INCLUDE
SALARIES, WAGES PERKS, BONUSES AND OPERATIONAL E)G’ENSES
FOR THE YEARS 1990-1997

NOTICES, PUBLICATIONS PAMPHLETS BOOKLETS, ETC DETAILING THE
AVAILABILITY, QUALIFICATIONS, APPLICATIONS AND PARTICIPATION IN

THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS:

A. LIVESTOCK, TRADITIONAL AND ALTERNATIVE
B. VEGETABLES--PRODUCTION, PROCESSING, MARKETING

oo~



TOBACCO
- PEANUTS
COTTON
FORESTRY |
RURAL DEVELOPMENT--HOUSING, BUSINESSES, SOCIAL
PROGRAMS. ‘
FINANCIAL—FARM OWNERSHIP & OPERATION
YOUTH PROGRAMS

o o emmouo

i

8. LISTS OF CURRENTLY FORECLOSED LAND, BUSINESSES AND EQUIPMENT.
' AVAILABILITY AND LOCATIONS.

9. LIST OF CURRENTLY FORFEITED ALLOTMENTS. CROPS AND VOLUNIE.




FARM SERVICES AGENCY COUNTY COMMITTEE AGENDA OF JEROME TUCKER

...........

...........

...........

BECOME KNOWLEDGABLE

A

PROGRAMS ‘ .
a. AVAILABILITY

b. QUALIFICATION FOR PARTICIPATION
¢. STANDARDIZATION :

FARM ACTIVITY

a. LOCALLY

b. REGIONALLY ~

¢. ALTERNATIVE/TRADITION

AG INDUSTRY ‘ B
a. FIANACIAL—-GRAIN MKT., FUTURES TRADING,ETC.
b. AG BUSINESSES, SBRVICES

FAIRNESS, EQUALITY, IMPARTIALITY

A
B.
C.

 PERSONAL
. OFFICE

COMMITTEE

COMMUNICATION
~INFORMATION .

~AVAILABLE TO HEAR CONCERNS
~RESPOND TO CONCERNS
—~OPENESS OF PROGRAMS

A

" IMPROVE THE VIABILITY OF THE MINORITY ENTITY

OUTLINE PROGRAM--CONIMI’I"I'EE
a. PURPOSE

b. GOAL :

c. RESOURCE/ INVENTORY

d. COMMUNICATION -



REPRODUCE LOCALLY Include form number and date on afl reproductions.

- FSA-586 ‘ :  U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
{05-15-96) . . Farm Service Agency
County FSA Committee (COC)

OATH OF OFFICE AND SERVICE OBLIGATION

1. STATE 2. COUNTY
3. NAME OF COMMITTEE MEMBER OR EMPLOYEE a. POSIT!ON

PMM&J/W - ‘@ﬂ@ W

1, the undersigned, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I wﬂl faithfully, fairly, and honcsﬂy perform to the best
‘of my ability all duties entrusted in me as a committee member or employee. I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or purposes of evasion; and that I will, under the guidance of the State or
County FSA Committee, as applicable, faithfully discharge the duties of this office, including carrying out
and obeying the laws, regulations, and procedures of FSA and the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

/SIGNATUR.E OF COMMITTEE MEMBER e “DATE

OR EMPLOYEE (Sea))

~ This program cr activity will be conducted on a nondiscrimingtory basis without regerd to race, cokor, religion, national origin, age, sex, marital status, or disability.




1, JEROME TUCKER, FORMALLY REQUEST THE FOLLOWING:
I." HANDBOOK #15-AO(REV. 3) |

2. HANDBOOK 1-CONSV

3. GA. NOTICE AO-612

4. GA NOTICE PL-109

5. HANDBOOK 27-PM

6. HANDBOOK lls-fI(REV 4)

7. COPY OF ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENDITURE SUM'_MARY AS OF NOVEMBER 1,
. 1996 AND AS OF NOVEMBER 1, 1995.

8. PUBLICATIONS 1-PL, 1-PF, S-PA(REVISIONS 10 & 14), 2-CP(REV. 10)
9  ORGANIZATIONAL CHART OF THE LOWNDES/SCHOLS FSA OFFICE. .
10 NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF THE LOWNDES/ ECHOLS FSA STAFF.

11. NAME/ADDRESS OF EITHER THE FSA DIRECTOR OF GA. OR THE DISTRICT
- IN WHICH SERVES GA.

12. BUDGET.OF THE LOWNDES/ECHOLS FSA OFFICE
- 13. POSI'I'ION DESCRIPTIONS FOR THE LOWNDES/ECHOLS FSA OFFICE.

14. NAME OF PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERS
NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS.

15.  ADDRESS/PH. OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS

16.  LIST OF REGISTERED FARMS, OWNERS/OPERATORS AND ADDRESSES OF
FA.RMS IN THE LOWNDES/ECHOLS DISTRICT :

17. COPIES OF FCI-6 & 74 FOR FARMS LISTED ON PAGE 116 OF OCTOBER
M]NUTES ALTON GRAY.

- 18.  COPIES OF ALL MINUTES OF FSA COMMITTEE MEETINGS BETWEEN
- AUGUST 1 AND NOVEMBER 13, 1996.

19. THE ACTIONS TAKEN DURING THE UNSCHEDULED MEETING OF NOVEMBER



CONCERNS OF JEROME TUCKER ON THE OPERATION OF THE LOWNDES/ECHOLS
FSA OFFICE AND COMMITTEE _

1. ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BETWEEN MEETINGS. THESE
ACTION ARE THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMMITTEE. AS IN MY CASE, NO
EFFORT HAS BEEN MADE TO CONTACT THE COMMITTEE TO CONVENE TO
CONSIDER THESE ACTIONS. I HAVE PERSONALLY NOTIFIED THE CED OF MY
AVAILABILITY TO HANDLE THESE SITUATIONS.

2. FINAL APPROVAL ARE MERE FORMALITIES OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE
- CED/FSA STAFF. :

3. FAILURE TO BE NOTIFIED OF POSITION ON THE COMMITTEE UPON THE ‘
DEMISE OF MR. SIMS. 1 HAD TO NOTIFY THE CED THAT THE POSITION WAS MINE.
AT WHICH TIME THROUGH DILIGENT EFFORT TO DISCOVER A MEETING WAS .
SCHEDULED FOR THE NEXT DAY. 1 WAS THEN NOTIFIED THAT I DID NOT HAVE
TO ATTEND THAT MEETING OR ANY O'I'HERS

4. FAILURE OF PROPER NOTIFICATIONS OF MEETINGS

5. INFORMAL/INEPT MEETING PROCEDURES. CHAIR-PERSON IS A TOKEN
POSITION. FAILURE TO START MEETINGS ON TIME. FAILURE TO FOLLOW
AGENDA. LACK OF RECORDED MINUTES. FAILURE OF NOTIFICATION OF
MEETINGS TO A PARTICULAR MEMBER. FAILURE OF CHAIR-PERSON TO
MAINTAIN FOCUS/PURPOSE OF MEETING

6. FAILURE TO PROVIDE MEMBER WITH PUBLICATIONS, INFORMATION TO MAKE
INFORMED DECISIONS ON ISSUES.




- November 27, 1996

Mr. Odis Sherrod , -
District Director .

P. 0. Box 883

Valdosta, GA 31603 -

Mr. Sherrod, in my attempt to become an active, knowledgable and participating
member of the County Committee, [ have requested certain information from the

Executive Director of the Lowndes/Echols FSA office. T have been informed by

the Executive Director, Mr. Clinton Batten and witnessed by the Program
Assistant, Mr. Jerry Paulk, that the requested information either is not available,
not convenient or cannot be delivered to me, citing an invasion of privacy. Asa
voting member of the County Committee, whose primary responsibility is to
ensure the programs are administered fairly and equitably to all farmers in this
district, and to whom Mr. Batten’s position is responsible, I cannot and will not
“accept this feeble excuse to be denied the information to which [ am entitled.

[ have enclosed copies of my requests for information, my concerns of the County

Committee and Correction of the Minutes of the only meeting I have attended,
which by the way was at my invitation to myself.

In addition to the enclosed list of requests, I also request the following:

1. A copy of the County Committee By- laws _‘
2. - The amount of Federal Funds released to the Lowndes/Echols FSA
Office for Fiscal Year 1995 and FY 1996 to date. :
List of programs and amount paid to these programs in this district
4.  Titles, descriptions and qualifications to participate of all programs
pertinent to this FSA office which is located in your district

(%]

}y



6, 1996, BE RESCINDED DUE TO THE LACK OF PROPER NOTIFICATION OF SAID
MEETING. THE REPRESENTATIVE OF LAA-5 HAD SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED
NOTIFICATION OF ALL MEETINGS AND THIS WAS NOT DONE.




Concems of Jerome Tucker on the Operation of the Lowndes/Echo!s FSA Office
and Committee

i

Actions taken by the Executive Director between meetmgs These actions

are the responsibilities of the Committee. As in my case, no effort has been
‘made to contact the Committee to convene to consider these actions. T have .
personally notified the CED of my availability to handle these situations.

 Final Apy )rovals are mere formahnes of actions taken by the CED/F SA
Staff

4

Failure to be notified of position on the Committee upon the demise of Mr.
Sims. I had to notify the CED that the position was mine. At which time
through diligent effort to discover a meeting was scheduled for the next day.
I was then notified that I did not have to attend that meeting or any others.

Failure of proper notifications of meetings.

Informal/inept meeting procedures. Chairperson is a token position.
- Failure to start meetings on time. Failure to follow agenda. Lack of
recorded minutes. Failure of notification of meetings to a particular
“member. Failure of chairperson to maintain focus/purpose of meeting.

Failure to provide member with pubhcatlons information to. rnake informed
decisions on issues.



Mr. Odis Sherrod
November 27, 1996
Page 2 ;

This letter to you is my attempt at solving what I consider to be a minor
misunderstanding in-house. Please take my word, in working with Bureaucrats
daily, I know the proper steps to take and the manner and methods required to
accomplish my goal. However, in the interest of being fair to everyone, I will take
my concerns step by step until I get the information I request and am entitled to.

I request'a response from you by‘ December 9th, as rny similar letter to the siate
director is scheduled to be mailed out on December 10th. ‘

Thank you in advance for your consideration.
erome Tucker o
County Committee, FSA

cc: - Clinton Batten

Jerry Paulk -

)



I, Jerome Tucker, Formally reqﬁest the following:

1.

10.

1.

12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

Handbook #15-AO(Rev.3)

Handbook 1-CONSV

~ GA. Notice AO-612

GA. Notice PL-109
Handbook 27-PM
Handbook 1 15'-FI'(Rev.4)

Copy of Admmlstratxve Expenditure Summary as of November 1 1956 and

. as of November 1, 1995,

Publications 1-PL, 1-PF, 5-PA(Revisions 10 & 14), 2}CP(ReV. 10) -
Organizatiénal chart of the Lowndes/Echols FSA Office
Names éndvaddress of the Lowndes/Echols FSA Staff '

Name/Address of elther the FSA Dlrector of Georgia or the D1str1ct in.

‘which serves Georgia

Budget of the Lowndes/Echols FSA Office
Positionvdesc‘riptions for the Lowndes/Echols FSA Office

Name of person responsible for Committee Members notification of
Meetings. ~

Address and Phone numbers of Committee Members

List of Registered Farms, Owners/Operators, and addressed of Farms in the

PRV I



Correctlons of FSA Minutes of Meetmg on October 9, 1996
Submltted by Jerome Tucker

1. Meeting did not begin at 8:30AM. First Informal discussion was 8:52AM.

2. There was no discussi'on of handbook 15—AO.

3. D1d not discuss each apphcant for approval of payment 11m1tat10ns 1996 .
Crop Year

4.  Did not review paragraph 652 of 1-PL & GA. Notice PL-109 or payment
limitation register. Determination was action of FSA Office Staff with
dlrectlon to the Committee only on where to sign.

Recommend in the future, minutes be recordedduring the course of the meeting. I
find this method reduces the number of amendments to the minutes.

Jerome Tucker 7
November 13, 1996




- AUTHORIZATION FOR JEROME TUCKER, LOWNDES/ECHOLS COUNTIES COUNTY
COMMITTEE MEMBER, TO HAVE ACCESS TO RECORDS, PUBLICATIONS, NOTICES
AND DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE'S ADMINISTRATION OF THE FARM SERVICES AGENCY FOR SAID
COUNTIES. ' ‘ ~

SIGNATURE | . DATE

WITNESS ' B . DATE



17
18. .

19.

Lowndes/Echols District.

Copies of FCI-6 & 74 for farms listed on Page 116 of October Minutes,
Alton Gray )

C0p1es of all minutes of FSA Comrmttee Meetings between August 1 and
November 13,1996 :

-. The actions taken during the unscheduled meeting of November 6, 1996, be

rescinded due to the lack of proper notification of said Meeting. The
Representative of LAA-5 had specifically requested notification of all
meetings and this was Not Done. |

Iy
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USDA Civil Rights Listening Session Multi-Page™ Albany, Georgia
January 6, 1997 ' B
UNIYED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 1 Agency, formerly the Farmers Home Administration, Next to
2 ber, we have Robert Duncan, who is the Acting Director of
CIVIL RIGHTS LISYRNING SESSIOW . 3 the Farm Service Agency, formerly known as the Ascs.
4 At this time, I'm going to call on one of our strong
ALBANY CIVIC CENTRR 5  supporters who helped us put this listening session
o 6 - - together, that is the Executive Director of the Federation
AVBANY, GEORGIA 7 of Southern Cooperatives, Mr. Ralph Paige, to make a few
8 opening comments.
JANUARY 6, 1997 9 MR PAIGE: Thank you so much. I want to welcome
10:00 A.M. - 1:00 PN, 10 everyone bere on behalf of the Federation of Southern
LISTENING PANEL MEMBERS PRESENT: 11 Cooperatives, and especially our Albany, Georgia, office, .
Earl Cosby Robect K. Duncan 12 headed by Mrs. Sherrod, for coming, for helping us put it
Congressman Sanford Bishop Secretary Dan Glickman 13 together. This is a historic occasion. Never before, that
Peariie 5. Reed Laura Meadows 14 Ican remember, and I've been doing this work for over 27
) CIVIL RIGETS TASK PORCE MEMBERS PRESENT: 15  years, that we've had a Secretary to come out and agree t0
wilbar peer Non Yee 16  put forth listening sessions throughout the South.
Joyce Wil11s ' Robert Mniting 17 I believe this is the first of eight different
Karen Messmore Bruce Weber 18  sessions that will listen to complaints, civil rights
Saauel Thormton Johs Bottum 19 complaints, and will listen to problems that farmers have,
Ployd Wneeler Leonard Bardy 20 especially .minority famu::rs, specifically those of African-
. RENE AFMNSTROWC, CVR, CCR ’ 2]  American farmers. “This is tremendous.
Wational and State Certified Court Reporter 22 To you, Mr. Secretary, we commend you for doing thxs,
125 Cherokee Avenue 23 and we thank you. And bopefully, this will lead toward
Leesburg, Georgla 31763-3394 24 some very, very, long-lasting action that's very much
912/438-0340 25 needed to correct some of the problems that UsDa affects
' . Page 2 , ‘ : Page 4
1 ‘?RO_CE’ED‘INGS OF SESSION| 1  minority farmers, that affects the ones who have been burt
2 MR. COSBY: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen, and 2 most, who bave been hurt most of all by the problems like
3 thank you for your atention. I'm Earl Cosby, the State 3 credit, like marketing, all types of civil rights
‘4 Conservationist with the Natural Resources Conservation 4 complaints. This would be the, this would ~ this is a )
5 Service bere in Georgia. We welcome you to this Civil S type of action. We encourage you to go forth today and put
6  Rights Listening Session today. We have people here from 6  forth, not a quick-fix, but long-lasting action that would
7 a number of states; many of the surrounding states, of 7 lead to some permanent solutions to the many problems that
'8  course, including Georgia. We thank you for taking time 8  most of you, or all of you, face bere as minority farmers.
9  out of your busy schedules to be with us today. We're 9 With that, ] want again, to thank Mr. Bishop, the rest
10 looking forwarding to you providing input to the Department 10 of the panelists for coming and helping to put forth this
il of Agriculture, and of course, Secretary Glickman, and the 11 session. And to the farmers. Please, go out and talk and
12 Civil Rights Action Team that is present with us todéy. 12 say the things that you've said to us, the complaints that
13 We're pleased with the commitments of the Department, 13 you bave put forth. This is again, I reiterate, this is
14 Secretary Glickman, and the Action Team o get customer 14 the very first time that this has happened. It's historic,
15 feedback. And of course, those customers are you, We're 15  and we want 1o take a, take advantage of this opportunity
16  also pleased that we have the signal that necéssary changes 16  where something can bappen in a positive nature for you.
17 will be made as comménts and concerns are brought to the 17 After this session, and after these hearings are over,
18  Department. We have a panel of distinguished guests here 18 I personally hope never again that we would have to go
19 today, and will start the dialogue with you. : 19 through this with the Department of Agriculture. I hope
20 At this time I will go through and make some 20 never again to see another complaint of discrimination at
21 introductions. I will alsc call on a few other people bere . 21 uspa. 1 hope once and for all these type problems we can
22 to make some introductions, as well. First, I will 22  fix. Afer all, this is the greatest nation on the
23 introduce a couple of people that work with me from day to 23 continent, and agriculture is a prime example of what it
24  day as agency heads here in the state. First, is Laura 24 should be worldwide. We should have an opportunity to
25  Meadows, who is the Director of the Rural Development 25  participate in it. We should have the opportunity to stay '

Rene A. Armstrong, CVR, CCR
912/438-0340

- Page 1 - Page4 .




USDA Civil Rights Llstenmg Scsswn ' Multi-Page ™ Albany, Georgi: !T
January 6, 1997 : :
Page 5 : . Page’
1. oﬁ our farms, 10 make a living in rural communiti&s. And 1 .. AndIjust think that our Sécxetary Dan Glickm&nf )
2 this would -- I think this is a first step to what -- that 2 dtserv&s a round of applause for 1aking the bull by thc
3 lead toward a bolistic approach to land loss and tw the 3 boms agam :
4  problems of minority farmers.’ 4 {Standing ovation.) - ‘
5 Again, we thank you, and welcome. 5 I'am not going to take the time to do more talking,
6 MR COSBY: Thank you, Mr. Paige. At this time, I 6  because actually the purpose of this meeting is to listen.
7  will continue with the introductions. And we have some 7 You know better than anyone how USDA has impacted you or
8  people that will make introductions, as well as brief 8  how it's failed to impact you. And that is why we're here,
9  comments. The first one I will call on is a 28-year career 9  because we want to hear first-hand from you how UsDa is
10 employee of the Nannal Resources Conservation Service, - 10 . performing, and what the problems are, and how those
11 formerly the Soil Conservation Service. He acts in his 111" problems can be fixed.
12 capacity, at this time, as the Associate Chief of the 12 "My other task this morning is, of course, © prescm'
13 Agency from Washington, D.C. He's also the chaifpcrson of 13 o you the Secretary. I've had an association with the |
14 - the Civil Rights Actidri‘ Team of the Department of - 14 Secretary, prior to his tenure in this job, when be served
15 Agriculture, Mr. Pearlie Reed. ' 15 . -on the Agriculture Commitiee, during my first term of
16 - MR. REED: Thank you Earl. And good morning to all of 16  congress. He was knowledgeable, highly respected, and when
17 - you. Itis indeed an honor and a privilege for me 1o be 17 be spoke on the commitice, everyone listened. .When be was
18  here with you today. I would like to ask the members of 18 appointed, after having represented the people of Kansas
19  the Secretary's Civil Rights Action Team to just stand for 19 for many, many, years in the congress, having served on
20  a moment so that you can see who they are. So, would all 20 several of the subcommitices, on the Ag Commitice,
-121 . of you please stand? 21 including the General Farm; the General Farm Commaodities
22 (The members stood ) 22 Subcommittee Chairman, where he was also on the
23 Thark you. 23 subcommitice on wheat, soybeans and feed grains.
24 (Applause) 24 He implemented legislation that helped us to expand /
25 My task here this morning is to introduce the 25  our trade possibilities and to make American agriculture
" Pageb Page 8
1 Honorable Sanford D. Bishop, congressman from the great - 1 continue to be the leader in the world through our trade
2 Second Congressional District of the great state of 2 policies. He served on the House Select Committec on -
3 Georgia. Ibave a long biography of him here. I won't 3. Intelligence. He served as Chairman of that committee,
4  readit. So, what I will simply do is to ask you to join 4  He'sa lawyer by background and training, but he's an
5 - me in welcoming Mr. Bishop. 5  incisive, critical analytical thinker. He's a wonderful
6 MR. BISHOP: Thank you very much Peaxhc And let me 6  human being; he's a good friend. And he's certainly one of
7  say what has already. been said by Ralph Paige and many 7 the best friends that American agriculture could ever have.
8  others, that we are grateful for the Secretary’s taking the 8 I'm delighted to welcome him to the Second
9  umeand having the interest and the concern. I'm to 9  Congressional District of Georgia, the Southeast. Thisis
10 address some of the perennial nagging issues that have been 10 not his first visit. He was here just, just a few months
11 plaguing UsDA for many, many years. We have a Secretary 11 ago. And we hope that he will continue to come back and
112 who, when having thése issues brought 1o his attention, 12 continue this process of listening., So that he can fulfill
13 .decided that he would take the bull by the horns. That he 13 his goal of making USDA user-friendly. So that its
14 would uncover whatever had been swept under the rug. That 14 programs, its services, and the people who deliver those
1S be would objectively, fairly, carefully, examine, 15 services are all working in concert to make sure that we
16  investigate: but more importantly, listen. ' 16  have'a much better quality of life in this country. And we
17 . And, as you are all aware, this is one of eight 17 continue to produce the most abundant, the most economic, |
18  listening sessions that the Secretary has scheduled across 18 the highest quality food and ﬁber any place in the world.
19  the country. To listen to people who are the customers of 19 Mr. Secretary?
20  uspa. To try to hear your concemns, your problems, your 20 'SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Thank you Sanford. Actually,
21 issues. To record them. To bave the Civil Rights Task 21  I've been down here in this district twice before. Once -~
22 Force 1o listen to them 50 that they can take what you bave 22  this is not a political meeting -- but once was to help one
23 to say, the issues that you raise, the solutions that you 23 of the great congressmen of the United States get
24 propose, put them in the form of recommendations for a 24 reelected. And he was reelected by a very great margin.
25 permanent resolution of these all too long-standing issues. 25 And I apprecxate Sanford's help, and also Sanford's

Rene A. Armstrong, CVR, CCR
. 912/438:0340
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USDA Civil Rights Listening Session Multi-Page™ Albany, Georgi:
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’ 1 persistence in belping me deal with this issue. Which is 1 are not actually employees of the Department of
2 basically, that USDA has an obligation, a responsibility to 2 Agriculture, even though they're out bere working in county
3 treatits customers and treat its employees with dignity, 3 offices. And so, they don't answer to USDA directly, in
4 . with fairness, with equality. And I can say, that in some 4  many cases. However, they help us stay close to our
5 cases, we've done a good job at that. And, in some cases, 5  customers, and put a human face on the federal governmént.
6 we've done a bad job of that. ‘6 And that's the way Franklin Roosevelt set it up, because he
7 And what we're bere today is to, under the leadership 7  recognized the benefits of a local presence.
8  of Pearlic Reed, who has been introduced to you, is to 8 However, the history of civil rights shows that
19  listen to folks around the country to try to get a 9  certain decisions, particularly those affecting the most
10 first-hand feel of the facts and of the character and ' 10 basic rights of our citizens, should be made according to
11 texture of problems that people go through when they deal 11 national standards. That's why we have civil rights laws.
12 with the Department of Agriculture. 12 We -- Washington does not let county commissions make its
13 The way I ook at it, and the way the President looks 113 owncivil rights decisions. We have learned that we have,
14  at it, how we treat our people and how we treat our 14 that there are certain basic national principles that we
15  employees, and bow we treat our customers -- farmers, I5  have to establish. So, what we're doing today is to try to
16  ranchers, people in this room -- is more important than any [6  figure out where we need to do better.
17  dairy program or wheat program Or corn program or 17 I established a Civil Rights Action Team under the
18  conservation programi or anything else that we do. Because 18  leadership of Pearlic Reed. And these folks, these men and
19 if we don’t treat our people in the way that's right, then 19 women who are down -~ who stood up with you, represent all
20  the substantive programs don't make all that much 20 different agencies of the Department of Agriculture, from
121 .difference. : 121 rural development, to the forest service, and everything in
22 So, what we are tying to do is to look at the arcas 22 between. I've asked them 1o, to belp advise me. They're
23 that we have failed in, and to try to determine how we can- 23 the ones that will actually be coming up with a report to
24  doit better. And look at the areas that we have succeeded 24  me some time within the next 30 to 40 days, which we will
25 in, and find out why we have done it. 25  then act upon, to make these changes. During January, this
Page 10 . o Page 12
I As many of you know, we've been in the news a lot 1 team will bold 13 listening forums nationwide, all over the
2 lately. And while I love publicity, some of the news that 2 country, and they will come up with recommendations, as I
3 we've had lawely is not the type news that I particularly 3 said, before mid-February. - :
4 like. News about complaints about discrimination, black 4 In addition to that, I have ordered our Farm Service .
5  civil rights enforcement, and inadequate outreach of ‘ $  Agency o temporarily halt foreclosure sales on delinquent
6  service to any farmer, and to minority farmers in 6  farm loans, until a determination can be made on each case, -
7  particular. That is simply unacceptable. However, I think 7  as to whether there is evidence of discrimination or
8 it has provided us with an opportunity to address the issue §  inconsistency in program delivery. A
9  and to make changes in the Department. Make changes in how 9 Third, I directed each UsDA agency that serves farmers
10 we serve people; make changes to try to improve American 10 1o establish an outreach office. These outreach offices
|41 - agriculture. |1t will work directly with the public and constituency groups
12 So, my goal is to take a situation and to make ‘112w improve the Department's outreach and service to
13 lemonade out of lemons, so to speak, is to take it and do 13 minority and socially disadvantaged producers.
14 some good things with it. The Department of Agriculture — - 14 Fourth, I requested our department’s Office of
15 give you a little bit of background -- is a huge 15 Inspector Gemeral to investigate allegations of
16  decentralized bureaucracy, about 100,000 people work for 16  discrimination at the Farm Service Agency, and recommend a
17 this department. Many of the decisions that affect farmers {7 plan for promptly resolving complaints that are there. Let
18 are made in hundreds of county offices around the country. 18  me just close by saying this. Abrabam Lincoln created the
19 In fact, the Department of Agriculture is the most 19 Department of Agriculture in 1862. He called it the
20  -decentralized of all federal agencies. 20  "people's department”; that's what it was named. It§
21 True, most of the decisions that are actually made, 21  function was to disseminate seeds to farmers around the
22 that actually affect farmers are not made in Washington; 22 country, seeds and information about seeds and planting
23 they're made locally. And the situation is made more 23 decisions. -
24 complex because many of the staff that work for, on farm 24 This basically, was kind of the forerunner of our
25  problems, actuaily work for the state or the county, and 25  extension programs that we have right now. What I want to
Rene A. Armstrong, CVR, CCR Page 9 - Page 12

912/438-0340



?

USDA Civil Rights Listening Sessmn Multi-Page™ Albany, Georgia '
January 6, 1997 ) , :
: . Page 13| ° Page 15
1 make sure is when people think of USDA, they think that we 1 will fall as spmkcrs are here talking. And we will come
2 are, in fact, the people's department; all the people's 2. back right after the break and finish up by 1:00 p.m.
3 department, not just some of the people's department.' , 3 At this time we're ready to begin our listéningt
4 So today, ‘we begin the process of our listéning . 4  session. [ will call the first speaker. Many of you '
5 sessions, where we want to find out from you how are things 5  indicated this morning, as you registered, that you would
6 going. What can we do better on? Where are the problems? 6 like to speak. -Our first one is Mr. Willie Head, Jr., from
-7 What kind of program should we be doing in the future? 7 Pavo, Georgia. If you will step to the microphone and-
8 Help us to make this place a better place because you're 8 ' indicate who you are and begm your presentation for five
9  the owners of the Department of Agriculture. You're the 9  minutes. Yes, sir.
10 taxpayers in this room. You're my bosses. ' You're the 10 COMMENT BY: MR. WILLIE HEAD, JR.
11 . bosses of everybody else that are up bere. You're the boss 11 Willie Head, Jr. - Good moming. To the Secretary of
12 of Sanford Bishop bere; you pay his salary. All right? 12 Agriculture, to Congressman Bishop, and the panel, we bring you
13 So, you're our employers and we understand that. And 13 greetings from Brooks County. My name is Willie Head, Jr. I'm
14 we hope today that you can help us make this agency a place 14 a third-generation farmer from Brooks County, Georgia; the
15  that's productive. And as it's long-lasting goal, to |15 county seat Quitman. ' ‘
16 encourage younger farmers, smaller farmers, minority 16 .- My --1didn't realize I'd be first, but, I'm here.
17 farmers, to stay in agriculture. And to come back into . 17 My complaint with the Farmers Home, or Fsa now, I received a
18  agriculture to reverse the trends towards consolidation and 18 letter in the mail. It said that the Agriculture Department or
19 concentration agriculture, which is happening all over the 19 .usDa wanted to correct their decade of wrongs. And they are
20 country. Thank you-all very much. 20 correct. Since 1986, we haven't been able to get anything as
21 " MR cosBY: Thank you, Mr. Secretary. 2] .minority farmers. We worked diligently and we realized that
22 At this time, I will go through a few ground rules, if 22 hard work doesn't get it. You have 1o have opportunity.
23 you will, that we will follow as we conduct this listening 23 Opportunity must be present along with hard work. We certainly
24 session this morning. . As I indicated, just a couple of 24 work hard. '
25 seconds ago, that this is a listening session, it's not a 25 Since 1986, we havcn t been able to get anything from
. _ A Page 14 Page 16
1 debate. So, your comments will be taken, and of course, 1 Farmers Home. We've survived until this point. Earher this
2 used throughout this process. 2 year we also received a letter saying that within 45 days, if *
3 Let me ask the speakers, if you would, to come to the 3 you were delinquent with Farmers Home, you had to -pay up.
4 microphones. And there are microphones scattered 4 That's impossible for us to do it, sincé we haven't received any
5 throughout the audience. And speak into those microphones. 5 financial assistance from Farmers Home since 1986. I talked to
6 As you start, I would ask that you would state your name 6 the Secretary in Kentucky at Farm Aid last year, and I asked him
7  and where you're from, and begin to do your presentation. 7 about a provision that was in the previous farm bill, before the
8  The sessions will be videotaped as well as audiotaped. We - 8 1995 Farm Bill. I asked him was there any provision in there
9  also have transcribers that will be takmg your 9 for the minority farmer. He said that there was, but they had
10 information. 10 been voted down. I asked him would they be reentered into the
11 g I'will call the speakers, as I indicated. And we_ 11 1995 farm bill. And he said thcy would; thcy d probably vote it
12 would ~ I havea tlmekeepcr bere. When you're out of 112 down again. ‘
13 time, Cynthia will hold up a card when you have one minute 13 So, that tells me somcthmg, that n s some
14 left, or hold up the next card, which is a zero, when 14 discrimination,. to me in my mind, that there is some
15 there's no time left. _ . ' 15 discrimination. You're telling me that there are policies that:
16 If you still have information that you would like to 16 go in for a minority farmer, and they're going to be voted down
17 present when your time has expired, we're going to ask that {17 even before that they're voted on. So, I feel strongly that '
18  you would follow one of our ushers and begin to give that 18 there is some discrimination that involves the black farmer. ',
19 information to them, or to an appropriate person in 19 Since 1986, we hadn't been able to get anything. It's |
20  writing. If you could remember that for me, you would help 20 approximately 60 or 65 black farmers in my county. And only two
21 me to do my job this morning and keep this s&ssion on 21 to three of them get assistance from Farmers Home. And we're
22 schedule. 22 looking, in 1997, for those two or three not to get anything,
23 We will take a break at about 10:30. And I say about 23 unless the policies are changed. So, we're asking the Secretary
24 == excuse me, 11:30; we'll take a break about 11:30. And 24 to put these groups out there. To really put watchdogs, or
25 I say about, because I'm not exactly sure where the minutes 25 groups out thcre, to watch these local communities. Because
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1 they're the one that helps make the decision to decide whether 1 reality.
2 we get anything or not. And that's part of the problem; there 2 Also, farm workers do have families who are affected
3 hasn't been any watchdog groups over these local committees. 3 directly by the situation they have at work, at the work places.
4 Because the same people on the bank committee’s on the ASCS 4 It is important also to mention that the death rat¢ for farmer
5 Committees; they're on all committees within the system there. ' 5 workers is about five times higher than your rate of any other, '
-6 And if you're not going 0 get any financing from the bank, 6 you know, all the other occupations combined. The life
7 you're surely not going to get any from Fsa, because the people 7 expectancy of farmers is still about 49 years old. Itis less
8 that's on that comumittee is on the bank commitiee. He's turned 8 than 20 years, compared with people who work in other
9 you down at the bank, and you go down to the Ascs office and 9 industries.
10 apply, and be's on the same committee. Certainly, you're not 10 There are about 300 000 cases of :llnesscz, and over ;
11 going to get anything down there. So, the government will have 11 1,000 deaths every yedr related to pesticides as exposure, Many :
12 to put'somebody over these committees, or instrument some kind 12 of the problems, many of the -- these kind of problems are not,
13 of plan or program, and see that these committees are fair. 13 or have not been documented. So, the numbers can be much
14 Because they're certainly not fair, and that's part of the 14 greater than what I'm talking about. o
15 problem with these local committees, ' 15 The poverty is a strain in our communities. The
16 They won’'t let us bave anything in my county. And | 16 industry bas kept salaries at the very, you know, very, very
17 would like to reannounce the name of my -- Brooks County; Broocks |17 low. To the point that the farm workers' buying power have been
18 County. Somebody need to come down there and see how they can {18 reduced to just about half than what we had about 15 years ago.
19 carry on the programs in that county. That county's 62 percent 19 The way the farm workers are paid, they're paid by the piece,
20 minority or 62 percent black. Aad they've controlled 20 which is not — I mean, as much as they — [ mean, they, they
21 everything, especially in the agriculture department. We can't 21 improve their skills, and they improve their capacity to
22 get anything; anything. I mean, we can't get anything. And 22 produce. But wnh the low wages they pay, there is no way you
23 it's just not fair. We are taxpayers also. We have wives; we 23 can keep up with the cost of living. So, our people is poorer '
24 have daughters that want to go to college; we bave sons who want |24 than 15 years ago. That is a big problem. . ,
25 w go to coliege. And that's the way we make our living there. 25 Many of the owners of the industry do not hire the
Page 18 ' Page 20
! Our name is also written in the lane. And we need somebody come | 1 workers directly. The'y use the labor contracting system which
2 in and assist us to put watchdog groups over these places, so 2 take away the responsibility of the employers. We want to say
3 they can see that we're treated fairly. 3 algo, that our communities would not know of any direct services
4 Thank you. 4 to the farm workers. And the Department, I mean, we - when |
5 5 was invited to this event, I didn't even know what to talk
6 . MR COSBY: Thank you. I will call the next speaker. 6 about, what to ask for. Because we don't bave = it might be of
7  And please indicate who you are, and where you are from, as 7 service to farmers, or to the big corporations who are our
8 you approach the microphone. Our next speaker is Tirso § employers, but our communities do not know what the Department
9  Moreno from Apopka, Florida. And, please, forgive me if I 9 is doing for our, for our people. I might be ignorant about -
10 mispronounce those names. ‘ 10 this. There's a, you know, [ think it's important to consider
11 COMMENT BY: TIRSO MORENQ - 11 that, We do recommend that the Depamnent have more focusing o
12 My name is Tirso Moreno. And you did a good job in 12 the farm workers' communities. :
13 pronouncing the name. I'm from Apopka, Florida. And I 13 I bave, I mean, some more recommcndanons, more
14 represent the Farm Abuse Association in Florida and I'm also 14 specific, but I think the time is over.

15 part of several national organizations that are looking for

16 improvement of their lives of farm workers and their families.

17 And I would like to start by saying that farm workers,
‘118 even that are not enough information about the numbers, there

19 are probably over three million farm workers in the US. And
20 just in Florida, we bave over 300,000 people who don't own any
21 land, but are workers in the agricultural industry and for

22 farmers. And most of them work for very large corporations that
23 are - employed thousands of them. And the situation of the

24 farm workers, it is worse when they work for larger farmers than
25 when they work for smaller farmers.” And, I mean, that is

15 MR. COSBY: 1have a recorder for you. James Ford, if

16  you would come and take this gentleman to one of the
17 recorders, we will -- would like to bave that mformauon

18 MR. MORENO: Uh-huh (ves.)’

19 MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir.

20 MR. MORENO: Okay.

21 - ,

22 MR. cosBY: Our next speaker is Alfredo Babema, from
23 Apopka, Florida.

24 COMMENT BY: ALFREDO BAHEMA

25 Hi. MynamestIfxedoBahwxa,andIrcpmtthe
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I Farm Workers Association in Florida. I would like to talk about 1 Our next ‘speaker, Suzanne Shmglcr, thc Georgxa '
2 the living conditions of the farm workers, and especially the 2 Ratite Association.
"3 salaries. For the last 10, 20 years, the piece rate in salaries 3 MS. SHINGLER: Excusc me. It's Shingler, and it's thc
4 continues 10 be the same for farm workers, when the cost of 4  Georgia Ratite Association.
5 living is 100 hundred percent higher today. And the lack of 5 ‘MR cosBY: All right. Thank you.
6 guarantee of work makes the farm workers to be the most poor 6 COMMENT BY: SUZANNE SHINGLER
7 workers in the United States. I feel that the lack of 7. My name is Suzanne Shingler. I'm from bere in Albany,
8 responsibilities from the agricultural industries and farmers 8 Georgia. And ratites are ostrich, emus and rbeas. Andit'sa
9 makes the situation worse. 9 growing industry across this nation. And right now, we're
10 Related to housing, the farm workers are living in the 10 having to pay $33 an hour to have our meat inspected and get it
11 worse conditions, worse housing conditions than in the last 20 11 to the market. Because it's a'nonamenable meat -- most markets
12 years. And this makes the many farm workers is that's renting 12 don’t even know where 10 look at what nonamenable or amenable
13 their own ~ renting houses in higher costs. ‘ 13 mean. But, if we're to be an alternative industry in this
14 On the other hand, I want to mention that there is a 14 nation, and if we're 10 be able 10 get our meat to the market,
15 lack of enforcing the law related to field sanitation. Tirso ' 15 we have got 1o havc heip on getting the price of i mspecnon
16 Moreno was explaining about how pesticides are dangerous to, to 16 dovm
17 all farm, farm workers that are in contact with pesticides. And 17 Right now, the state of Georgia has declared ostrich,
18 field sanitation is a real need for farm workers. And on the 18 emu, and rhea livestock, so that we can process it in red meat
19 other hand, the workers' protection of standard law is not being 19 facilities where they do beef and pork. But to get this to the
20 enforced as well. We feel that farm workers needs 1o be better 20 market, we have to pay not only o have it slaughtered, but.also
21 twained, related to pesticides, not by videos. We feel that 21 10 have the meat inspected while it is slaughtered, while it's
22 farm workers needs to be trained bjz public education in their 22 being packed. We have got to have some assistance in this from
23 own language, in language that they, they can understand. 23 usDa. We have got to have standards set. These birds area
24 We always complained about more scientific studies on 24 very marketable item. It's a healthy meat. It's an alternative
25 how pesticides damage the farm workers' heaith. We have been 25 choice for people who have beart problems or cholesteral
Page 22 - Page 24
1 making a lot of reccommendation on how farm workers suffers from | 1 problems. ) . . :
2 short-term symptoms, as well as long-term symptoms. We complain | 2 The birds produce an oil. The emus produce an .
3 "that many lack of their own -- they don't know about how to "3 oil, the rheas produce oil that can be used in medicine, as well
4 treat farm warkers when they have pesticide symptoms. And if 4 as in cosmetics. Standards need 10 be set on that. Standards
5 farm workers are well educated about pesticides, it's going to 5 need to be set on inspection. And, if nothing else, make that
6 be a long job on them. : ' 6 time that we're in the slaughter house slaughtering and
7 I want to mention that we need, farm workers need a 7 processing meat be prorated, because, at the same time, tbe}'re
8 lot of more better bousing projects and better economic 8 doing pork and beef in some other department in that, in that
9 development projects, include alliance. We need as well, child 9 same slaughter house. ’
10 care, because there is a lot of childrens in the fields as well. 10 This industry is quite big in the state of Georgia. -
11 And if I did mention pesticides, childrens has been exposed o " |11 We have over 600 farmers. It takes a small amount of land to do
12. pesncxdcs as well: 12 ratite farming. Fifty acres can produce over $100,000 a year
13 I bave a lot of other thmgs that I would like to 13 income for one farmer. A bird will lay 50 to 75 eggs a season,

14 mention, but I was not prepared real well. Butif I have - I'm
15 going to try 1o write the living conditions and circumstances of

16 the farm workers. And I can send it 1o you as well. -
417 Thank you.

18 : ,

19 . MR cosBY: Thank yoﬁ, sir. I should mention at this

20 time, and I failed to do so at the beginning, is that on

21 the way in, or at least when you registered, you should

22 have picked up a comment form, or the peoplé at the table
23  should have given you one. And please fecl freetouse
24.thatcommentformtoaddmssthosc—tohstthosc
25  additional concerns, if you would, please.

P RN R D) e e e e e e
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24
25

where a cow only has one calf. So, it is an alternative farming
issue that needs to be addressed.

There are a lot of minorities. I'm a minority because -
I'm a woman, and we've been doing it for 15 years. But, unless
we can get our product to the market at a reasonable price that
can be competitive with other meats on the market today, we
can't survive. And we can't support those people who are in -
this industry right now as producers. :

So, we would like this to be addressed on a nanonal
level, if we have to go to the House and Senate in Washington
and get it an amenable meat. We did, in the state of Georgia,
we went to the House and Senate and got it declared livestock.
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1 If we have 10 do that on a national level, tell us. Let us 1 But in later years, a couple of years ago, as a matter
2 start now. Because there are a lot of people who have invested 2 of fact, we wanted to diversify our farming operation into a-
3 in this. There are a lot of people who are raising the birds. 3 grass farm. And we was told that, by the agent that, that if we
4 But unless we have an end market and we can put it at the meat 4 even, even if we applied, there wouldn't be any money available.
5 counter at a reasonable price, those people will lose all of 5 Trying to dlscouragc me and. - the way I felt about it, and -~
6 their investment. So, we would like to have this issue 6 but yet, I still gave, submitted the application. And sure
7 addressed on a national level. 7 enough, he did just like be said be would. He was going to furn
8 Thank you. « 8 it down. And so, but we kept on, and appealing. And one thing
9 , A 9 about the appeal process that I feel I understand is that if you
10 MR. cosBY: Thank you very much. Our next speaker, 10 appeal PMHA decision, and it's conducted by FMHA people, you,
11 Carl Parker, from Ashburn, Georgia. If you will please 11 you're bound w0 lose. And that's something that needs to be
12 come to the microphone, State your name and where you're 12 changed. {Applause.) I mean really. _
13 from and begin. Thank you. 13 And bere lately, I'm right now in the mediation
14 COMMENT BY: CARL PARKER 14 process. And, I mean, I feel I've got a mediation scheduled for
15 My name is Carl Parker, with just a couple of 15 next Monday at 8:30, if anyone can attend. And you're welcome
16 questions. And I'm from Ashburn, Georgia. And I speak on 16 at the Worth County Library, But, but I don't know whether it's -
17 behalf of me and Gary Parker. As a matter of fact, we're from 17 going to, going to speed up my process or - when I beard the
18 - well, we're in Worth County. The county of Worth, but 18 Secretary say that all foreclosure would be, would be frozen
19 Ashburn; Georgia. We're kind of on the line between the two 19 temporarily.
20 counties, And we are - we used o be borrowers of Farmers Home |20 So, in my closing - I've got one minute,-so I'll wrap
21 Administration, which is now assa Service. And, and in the past 21 it up. I would like to meet onc-on-one with one of your
22 we borrowed money and farmed. But, as of 1988, we was not able |22 representatives, if there’s any way possible, to resolve my

23 10 borrow any more because of the dry years that put us in bad" | 23 case, if there's any way possible. And it's very necessary for
24 shape. And then again, in 1990, federal crop insurance, with 24 us to meet with them. Bu, if not, then I'll fill out this
25 the belp of federal crop insurance, we are totally out of 25 papers and turn it in in the suggestion box. And those are my
Page 26 ‘  Page28
1 business now. 1 concerns. ’
2 So, we -~ but yet, we've been living on the farm. And 2 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Laura, can you - Bob, it’s one of
3 a couple of years ago, or a few years ago, they came to serve — 3 yours?
4 we were sent a letter saying that we were more than 45 days 4 MR. DUNCAN: Yes.
5 delinquent. And so, we would ~ it was suggested that we pay up 5 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Okay. Can you meet thh hxm
6 at that time. But there was no way possible at that time to pay 6  today before you leave us?
7 up, due to the fact that all of them dry years. And, well, with 7 ' MR DUNCAN: (Nodded head).
8 the belp of federal crop insurance, and not - a nonpayment {0 8 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Mr. Duncan will meet with you
9 federal crop insurance that, that we couldn’t pay them. 9  before you leave. . :
10 So, we went back to Farmers Home at that time, and 10 (Applause )
11 resubmitted an application. And we was going to change our 11 i
12 farming operation. And we'd grow flowers and we, we tried 12 MR C0$BY: Thank you, sir.
13 everything trying to survive and make it. And, in the later 13 Our next speaker, Fred Daniels from Blakely, Georgia.-
14 years, Ithought that Farmers Home Administration was an 14 COMMENT BY: FRED DANIELS
15 administration to belp farmers, that I couldn't borrow money nro 15  I'm Fred Daniels from Blakely, Georgia. Many of the
16 where else. But when we got there, we were disencouraged by the 16 things that ] had listed to be addressed, the Secretary in his
17 people that were in-charge. 1 won't call their names at this 17 speech said that those things would be looked into. That made
18 time, but if you want o know, I got them. 18 me feel happy. One of the things that we notice, all of the
19 And I only attempted one or two times o entera 19 government agencies, from federal government, of the state, and
20 complaint. Because I felt like that if [ enter a complaint, 20 local government, and a lot of consolidation and downsizing took
21 then that would just speed up foreclosure process on me. And I .21 place in some of the local agencies. In combining some of the
22 didn't want to do that, because some farmers, they already have 22 work load did not increase the staffing to provide the kinds of
23 complaints in with Farmers Home and it didn't do them any good. |23 efficiency service that the farmers in my coumy need. I'll put
24 1didn't see where it would do me any. Therefore, I putin a 24 it that way.
25. complaint. o 25 “Secondly, the addressing of the advisory boards or
Rene A. Armstrong, CVR, CCR Page 25 - Page 28
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1 the advxsory councils, or committees, cspecnally with the Ascs 1 Mr. Duncan? Normally, if they're -- ‘
2 office. The structure of it, no black can ever be elected to 2 MR. DUNCAN: Normally, if we have --
3 serve on that board and make any decision. Sometimes they allow | 3 .SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Use, use the mike. -
4 ustositinasa minority representative, but you have no vote. 4 MR. DUNCAN: Normally, we sbould bave - if it's 5
5 So, you see, you're just representing your people. but you're ¢ 5 percent minority’ in a county, normally we will @d a
6 not in the decision-making policy. I don’t know if anything can - 6 . mi'nority on the ballot. And that does not necessarily say
7 be done to address that issue as well. : 7 that, you know, they're going to be elected. But that is
8 Thirdly, we know as we look at future outlooks, 8  aprocess that we've bhad in place for several years.
9 population growth between now and the year 2000, the experts 9 MR DANIELS: Yes, sir. That's still -- that takes
10 tell us that from Virginia -- Virginia, the state of Virginia, 110 place in my county. They're on the ballot. They, they be
11 to Texas, will be where most of the population will be. For 35 - 11 entered on the ballot, but what we're saying, that's giving
12 years I've noticed the black farm population continue to 12 you an opportunity to run, but you won't be elected.
13 dwindle. Not only the black, black farm populauon, but farm 13 Thank you so much.
14 population period. But immensely the black farm population. And |14 .
15 I was wondering, maybe, what kind of incentive can we come about |15 MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir.
16 to encourage young black farmers. Because I've taught a lot of 16 Our next speaker is David Barnhart from Monticello,
17 young people. And a lot of the young whites go into farming, 17 Florida. If you would restate your name and location for
18 father-son partnership, and other means by which -- but as 1 18  the record, I would appreciate it. :
19 look at the black bopulation, most of those, when they end it, 19 COMMENT BY: DAVID BARNHART
20 that's the end of it. 120 My name is David Barnhart. I'm from Monticello. My
2] Agriculture has been the backbone of this nation |21 question is for forestry. Three years ago we were able to get,
22 through niany wars. The tribute of the success of the wars 22 ] think the government had a 60/40 percent share cost, with also
23 fought was based on agriculture being the foundation and the 23 berbiciding. We wanted to redo 80 acres this year. I needed to -
24 success of it. And there's an old saying, that if rural America 24 know how come the program is obsolete now. It's no longer in
25 is dcstroyed, or forsaken, or demed, grass will grow in the 25 use. We don't have the money for it; they've dxscontmued it.
Page 30 , Page 32
1 streets of Washington, DC. Butif you maintain rural America, 1 And they've done this for years planting trees.
2 you can destroy the big cities and they will be rebuilt greater 2 Thank you.
3 than what they were before. : 3 MR PEER: Ididn’t get his question cl&r
4 I thank you. ‘ 4 MR. COSBY: Su' could you come back to the :mcrophone
5 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Can I - Earl, can I ask Mr. 5 and restate your, the question. I think there's a -- 1
6  Daniels a question? ' 6 MR. BARNHART: My question is why is it thereis no:
7 MR. DANIELS: Yes, Sir. 7 more money, there is no more funding for it? At least:
8 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: You talked about bow minorities 8  that'swhatI'mtold. A
9 " can't get elected to county committees; is that correct? 9 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Do you know the exact name of the
10 MR DANIELS: Yes, sir. 10  program? Is it ACP program? Would you know the partxcular
I - SECRETARY GLICKMAN: And is that - give me some 11~ .. program you're talking about? . '
|12 background of that. Let's say, for example, you have a 12 MR BARNHART: Tdon't know the exact name of the .
13 county that has a third of the farmers in the county are 13 . program, and that's another problem. A
14  minority farmers. Just from the numbers, should they not 14 SECREI‘ARY GLICKMAN: Forestry incentive program, lS
|15 beableto elect people to that county committee? What is 15 that a NRCS or a forestry-funded program? -
16  there that pmcludcs people from being elected to a county 16 MR. COsBY: That program is ran through NRCS at this,
17 committec? ‘ 17-  time. And that program is funded, but under a limited '
18 MR. FRED DANIELS: Usual]yr three individuals -are - 18 amount of money. .
19 listed on a ballot. And the ballot is sent out to all of 19 MR BARNHART: But not in Monticello. Yeabh, ati
20  the farmers that are eligible to vote. And they vote for 20 Monticello they say that it's nolonger there. That was -
21 that individual. So, if you got a third of them, of the 21 in - :
22 voting black, two-thirds are white, most times. Well, up 22 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: We can look into that.
23 . to - at this point, we have not been able to get a black 23 * MR REED: Are you from Georgia? ‘
24 on the ASCS committee. 24 MR. BARNHART: Monticello, Florida,
25 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Yeah. Now, what were you saying, |25 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Florida; right?
" Rene A. Armstrong, CVR, CCR ' Page 29 - Page 32
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MR. PERRY: 1live in Bullock County. My county
adjoins Montgomery County to the east. I've farmed most of my
life. I plant peanuts, soybeans, and corn, and I bave 65 share
of brood cows. My father let ‘me start making day-to-day
decisions in 1968. '

My problems started with Fua in 1988 - I received a
letter from them stating -- when I received this letter from
FHA. It's about, it's Public Law 100-223. It says that FHa is
required to release proceeds from crops or livestock, anything
that 1 would use to, usually sell, for family living or farming
expenses. And this letter was sent out during disaster ymrs

So, as I said, that's when my problems started. When -
1 went to my supervisor & ask for a release of these proceeds.
My supervisor told me that I didn't read the letter right. He.

Multi-Page™ - Albany, Georgia
January 6, 1997 ‘ :
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1 MR. BARNHART: Florida, Florida. Right across the 1 When the National Appeals staff ruled, they ruled in
2 water -orland. 2 my favor. They advised my state office to continue service
3 MR. REED: Niles, could you follow up with him and 3 without delay.  This ruling was made April the 29th, 1991. It
4  find out exactly what the story is? 4 was December. '93, before 1 got any service from FHA. | was
5 . . -5 told that the national appeals staff could not overrule my state
6 MR. cosBY: Thank you; sir. Our next speaker is James 6 oGC. So, the bad faith for selling. the calves still stood
7 M. Perry from Union Springs, Georgia. 7 against me.’
' 8 MR. PERRY: My name is James Perry. I'm from Union 8 . On the otber hand, 0GC asked for this review, and then
"9 Springs, Alabama, A 9 it came back saying the National Appeals staff couldn't overrule
10 MR. cosBY: Union Springs, Alabama thank you. 10 it. So, I would like to ask at this point - that's when my, I .
11 COMMENT BY: JAMES PERRY 11 know my rights were violated because my appeal rights has been,

12 bave been taken away. If my state office does not bave to

13 listen to the National Appeals staff, there's no need of having -
14 a National Appeals staff anyway.

15 And my problem also started with my supervisor with
16 rFHAregulations. At some point,.I saw the regulation one way
17 and my supervisor saw them another way. And I understand that’s
18 where the appeal process come in. Both parties must abide by
19 the rules, whatever: You can't bave one accepting one rule and
20 another, another rule. So, this is a -~ this is one of the

21 problems I've had.

22 ~ We've had other problems that other farmers had in the
23 county. They would have problems getting loans, and when they
24 get them, they're late. They'll have to plant late, But this -
25 one farmer in my county, and his name is G.W. Talber, I will
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also told me that no otber farmer read the letter like I read
it. So, they let me and another farmer require for these
service.
I had a cash crop after '88. So, I made the request. -
I got all the forms that I need to fill out for District 12. I
filled the forms out; I was denied. I sold the calves and told
the supervisor what I did with the money. Because I was denied -
by the supervisor, I had o appeal the decision after | bad sold
the calves, because that’s when they had bad faith against me,
for the calves against me. And I won this appeal.

The next year, we had another disaster. . The next year
we had another disaster. I got the same letter again. I went
back to my supervisor, that year of '89, to ask for a release of
the calves again, for that year. Again I was denied. This, I
realize, I made a mistake. Ididn’t get the form to fill out
that year. I also sold the calves. I told the farm — I told
my supervisor that the calves were going to be used for farm
expense and family living. A ' ‘

Because I sold the calves without my supervisor's
permission I bad to appeal again. I won the appeal again. But
the hearing officer stated that FHA had, had 12 days to appeal .
o Washington to the National Appeals staff, and they did. My
state office asked Washington 1o review the hearing officer's
decision. This was — it came from 0GC the state office
lawyers. ' '
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1 always believe that be was done wrong. He was' harvesting his
2 crop ‘that FHA bad a lien on. His combiner broke a belt. He
3 went into his county FHA office to get money 10 replace the
4 belt. He was told that be had used up all his repair money.
5 Repair money is an ¢stimate that you give 10 your county
6 supervisor at the beginning of the year on your home and farm
7 plan. This supervisor had some checks from the crops that this
8 farm had alredady — had gathered earlier. And Mr. Talber also
9 had a crop in the field. So, I ask you to put yourself in this
10 farmer's place. It’s barvest time, you need 1o get back to the
11 field. You have taken your supervisor some checks and you will
12 be taking him the rest once you get your combine repaired.
13 MR. COSBY: Mir. Perry, could I get somebody to come
14 and get the rest of your information, please. James? We
15  would like to have that. If you would give it to James
16  Ford, we will get it recorded by one of our recorders,

17 * SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Can can I just ask him some
18  questions?

19 MR. COsBY: Yes. You have a question here.

20 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Sir, what is the status of your

21 - case now? You said the 0GC the Office of General Council
22 - basically took precedence over the appeals division. So,
23 as, of right now, has that matter being molved against

24 you, then?-

25 MR PERRY: Well, I'm being foreclosed at this poxm
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1 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: You are? ' 1 some chance of success of winning an election on these
2 MR. PERRY: Yes. They have taken half of my 2 commijttees. ,
3 equipment. Half if still on the farm. Ireported that1 3 Because, as was stated earlier, these committees are
4  bad been discriminated against. And this has been stopped 4 the decisions that are made, to a large degree, by USDA, are not'
5 so far. So, we're looking to hear a ruling from 5 made in Washington. They are made at the local level. ‘And they
6 Washington. And I don't -- well, in my state, it's hard to ‘6 are made by the very persons that are elected at the local
7 -- well, you don't really know how it's going to go. When 7 level. . ‘
8 Washington make that decision, then I have to deal to the 8 So, if our options are cut off at the door, and we
9  state office again, also. So, I really don't know at this’ 9 don't have anybody to represent us, other than a minority
10 point. 4 10 member; who is appointed in most cases by the committee. And in
11 : : 11 my particular county, there has never been any input from the
12 MR cOsBY: Thank you, sir; we'll get that information 12 minority, or the African-American farming community, 10 suggest
13 from you. 13 a person to serve on this committee. And again, in my local
14 Our next speaker, Melvin Crumb from Rowesville, South 14 case, this person has no farming interest. So, I don't feel :
15  Carolina. If you would, repeat the name, and state where 15 that I am being adequately represented, even though it's a hicc
16 you're from, I would appreciate it. 16 person. I really feel that uspDA should look into the methoq of
17 COMMENT BY: MELVIN CRUMB 17 how these farming committees are elected. I don't want to
18 Thank you very much. My name is Melvm Crumb. I'm 18 belabor that point, but I thought that we need to clarify whcre
19 from Rowesville, South Carolina. I'm a local farmer, a founh 19 the problem really is. So -- ' o
20 generation farmer. And I had some comments. 120 CONGRESSMAN BISHOP: Can I interrupt there, justa:
21 I'm going to 'mrrangc my comments because of a 21 moment, and make a ljttle brief comment about - you know,
22 comment that was made earlier by Mr. Fred Daniels. I think, 22  you have identified a perennial problem. When we took up,

NN
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perhaps, we need to clarify this position of African-American
representation on the various county committees. And I don't

23 in the agriculture committee, the recommendations from Mr.
24  Glickman's predecessor, Mr. Espy, on reorganization, we
25  tried to, under the leadership and at the suggestion and‘
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think that that was adequately explained. So, Mr. Secretary, if

_ . Page 38
you will allow me a few minutes, I would like to get into the
ins and outs of why we can't get adequate representation or
adequate African-American representation on these various
committees.

It was stated by Mr. Daniels that we can get on the
ballot. And that's a fairly easy process if you follow the
rules and regulations. The problem comes when you're in the
minority of the population. And we know that in America, the
majority tends to win, Repmchtative -- Congressman Bishop is
here today as a result of reapportionment of the United States
Congress. And we were fortunate enough to have an African-
American elected to Congress from South Carolina because of
reapportionment. And of course, reapportionment has gone a long
way from the United States Congress down to state government,
county government and even local government.

' But in USDA, as it pertains to the farm service agency
couniy committees, there has never been an attempt to
reapportion the election method. Therefore, we are still
electing members at large. And so, if you happen to live in a
county that is majority white or nonminority, then you simply
have to vote and be at the mercy of the voters.

I firmly believe that some effort should be made to
reapportion the districts within the scope of UsDA's voting
authority, to allow for an adcquatc chance for an African-
American to have the, to have the privilege of running, and with

Page 40
the behest, the behest of the Federation of Public.

. Cooperatives, Ralph Paige, and others, we tried to get it
put in that legislation, some provisions to make sure there
was some, some representation on the local committees, It
was the Department’s recommendation, in fairness to the
Department. But when it got to the committee, it was.
amended out of the proposal. And, of course, we were
outvoted because we were in the minority ourselves.

MR CRUMB: I understand that quite well.

10 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: 1think this is one of the areas

this task force is going to take a look at specifically.

12 There are a lot of ways to skin this cat, so to speak.

13 There's a lot of ways to deal with the issue of appropriate

14 representation, from the direct appointments from the

15 secretary all the way down to accumulative voting, the

16  different kinds of ways to deal with it. And I assume, :

17 that's just one of the things they're going to look at and!

18  make recommendations on.

19 CONTINUED COMMENT BY: MELVIN CRUMB :

20 Very good. I certainly apprec:atc your commitment to
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21 that effort. .

22 I'll be real brief with the rest of my remarks

23 Getting back to the Farmers Home Administration and Lben: method
24 of collateralization of loans. This is the only lending

25 institution that I know of that requires more than a 100 percent
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1 of collateral to secure a loan. Let me explain that just a I But the reality is that collectively, the Virgin Islands
2 second. Not only do they ask for a 100 percent of collateral, 2 represents a relatively small land area, compared to any state .
3 they ask for the permission to collateralize any future purchase 3 of the United States. :
4 of assets that you might acquire. 4 Furthermore, the demand for this limited resource is
5 That is the most ridiculous thing I've ever heard of. § so great that a cost of purchasing land is extremely high and
6 Iknow of no bank that would change the rules of the term, or 6 prohibitive. 'I'he result is that we have many small farm owners
7 the terms of the loan afier you had closed it. But they state 7 who are -- what a very -- we have very small landowners with -
8 that we ask to collateralize any future purchases, or any future 8 farm operations. Have only a few who are fortunate to inherit
9 acquisitions that you might acquire. And so, I don’t understand 9 large tracts of lands, sometimes include five to 600 acres of
10 how the law could apply in that case. It's like saying I'm 10 land. '
11 going to name the baby before it's born, so to speak. And I 11 It should be seriously noted that although some of
12 really think that that needs to be looked into. 12 these small operations, these farm operations are small, they
13 It's been touched on, the difficulty of getting loans, 13 are, however, lucrative and productive, as the result of proper
14 and the lateness by which these loans are acquired, and that 14 crop and livestock selection, as well as cultural practices.
15 sort of thing.- The one thing that I think UsDA could do to belp 15 As stated before, a second in the aspect of our
16 African-American farmers would be to create a vehicle by which 16 farming is the extremely high degree of diversification that our
17 we could have discriminatory cases reviewed by an independent 17 farmers practice. For example, on any given farm, there might
18 agency. And when I say independent, I mean independent of any 18 be fruit, vegetable, berb, livestock, poultry, and agricultural
19 uspa personnel, a truly outside agency. And that would be 19 productions. And for this reason, our farmers don't consider
20 nondiscriminatory, no preferences’given, no liabilities incurred 20 production by the acre, but rather by the plot or fractions of
21 because they have no UsDa ties. And I believe if you did that, 21 anacre. \ .
22 you would certainly serve the African-Américan farmers well. 22 Now, these concerns may seem trivial to some, but when
23 Thank you for this opportunity. 23 farmers apply for benefits to, for example, the AFD program,
24 " , ' 24 these relatively result in long, cumbersome hours of work, and
25 MR: cosBY: Thank you very much. 25 excessive documentation following a natural disaster. On a one-
. _ Page 42 ' Page 44
1 Our next speaker is Lewis Peterson, Jr. from St. 1 acre farm, for example, sometimes as many as 50 to 60 forms of
2 Thomas, U.S. Virgin Island. 2 the same kind must be completed. At the same time, a devastated
3 COMMENT BY: LEWIS PETERSON, JR. 3 ‘thousand acre farm in Georgia might generate only a single sheet
4 Good morning, Mr. Secretary Glickman, all nmba’s on 4 of documentation to collect all the relevant information needed
S the platform, all members of the task force, fellow mistreaters, 5 1o file the claim. '
6 farmers, and friends of agriculture. My name is Lewis Peterson, ' 6 The point here, is that adjusters are not accustomed
7 and I'm the Assistant Commissioner of the inanment of 7 to this extra work, which must also encompass calculations of
8 Agriculure in the US. Virgin Islands. On behalf of our 8 each crop on the basis of a fraction of an acre. Some take
9 department and the farmers of the Virgin Islands, I bring you 9 crops with which they arc not familiar. And they become
10 warm and tropical greetings. 10 d.xscouxagad and do not demonstrate the extra effort necessary 10
11, . T'veprepared a statement and summary, and if Idon't 11 complete the process. Consequently, our farmers also become
12 gettothcmd,lwﬂ] submit it. -While we, in the Virgin' (12 discouraged. ' V
13 Islands, are associated with the Southeastern region of the 13 This was very evident after the Virgin Islands farmers
14 United States, we wanted you to be aware that we represent a 14 . were devastated afier burricane Hugo in 1985. However, I am
15 uniqueness within that region. But perhaps other states can 15 pleased to mention, that after hurricane Marilyn in 1995, as a
16 identify with it. 16 result of efforts.on the part of our local department, and a
17 The basis for this difference is the small land areas 17 team of hard-working adjusters from right bere in Valdosta,
18 on which farmers operate in the Virgin Islands, and the 18 Georgia, our experience have change for the better.
19 diversified nature of the farm states. The size of most farms 19  Timeis running out. I would like to make three
20 is relatively small and drastically different from those here on 20 recommendations-at this point. One is that in addition to
21 the U.S. mainland.  For example, one farmer in the contiguous 50 ' 21 federal adjusters, we should certify, train, and qualify, staff
22 states, be have a farm operation that is bundreds of thousands 22 of the Virgin Islands Department of Agriculture as crop loss
23 of acres in size. A farm in the Virgin Islands may have a half, 23 adjusters. This would ensure input from federal and local
24 one, or two acres of farmland. Naturally, by standards, by the 24 perspectives, while providing the necessary technical input,
25 standards of others, these may be characterized as garden plots, 25 awareness, and sensitivity 1o local concerns and issues.
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1 Two, develop crop loss forms that, p&haps, can 1 thing we are lackmg is an opportunity. An opportunity to be ”
2 accommodate multiple crops and multiple farm operations. 2 able to have the same type of financial access as the majority
3 Three, combine federal and local resources to collect 3 farmer. Because when the majority farmer is capable of going
4 data, 1 gencrate database information for crdps of the Virgin 4 down to a county farm bureau office, farm credit, to get funds
5 Islands, since this is a main problem.as well. ‘ 5 for his operation, be has the old, good old network, good old
6 We maintain also, that it's unfair to require that in 6 boy network, that's what it is. Anyway, it's just like saying
7. that area outside the U.S. mainland, have at least ten producers 7 to the minority farmer, if you go there and everybody here need
8 for the crop for which they are -- must be designated eligibly, 8 a cat to be able to operate a farm, to the minority farmer, when
9 while on the U.S. mainland, only five is required. 9 be gets there to ask for a cat, all the cats are gong, you know.
10 We alsc have other concerns, but since my time is up, 10 So, that's what we're saying this morning is only thing we are
11 I'm going to submit the rest. Thank you. 11 lacking is the opportunity.
12 , ‘ 12 And I wanted to also touch on the youth farmers. When
13 MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir. I would like'tovget one 13 you speak of a youth farmer today, they're going out. They're
{14 of the ushers to collect the comments, if you would, from 14 not even in existence because the older farmers are telling the
15 = Mr. Peterson. |15 "youth farmers not to get into that, Because on every hand
16 Our next speaker, Lamar Corbin. And I do not have 16 you're going to be denied. .Every door you go to is going to be
17 bere a location listed. " So, I will not guess. - If you 17 closed. If you don't have any assistance in the county agent’s
18  could tell us where you are from when you come, I would 18 office from UsDA, when you go to the bank, like some of the
19  appreciate it. |19 other speakers were speaking earlier, they're already had there

20 good old network in there. They call over there, you're gomg

12 go to, and be able to get help from other county agency
13 assistance offices. But when you go there, they'll take all the
|14 information there form you.- They'll allow you to fill out

15 different applications. And then once they've received all this

16 information, they'll have you under the impression that you are
17 going to get belp. But when you go back in, probably two or

18 three days, or a week, they'll deny it

19 And then, I went to one of the farm credit offices in

20 Moultrie, where they were told my assets was close to a
21 $150,000, and I was at $92,000 10 the good. And then they gave
22 me a few days, and then the next thing you know, I'm denied.
123 And thcy didn't give us, "Well, we're not ablc to help you right
24 now."
25

We're only sa'ying, .as a minority farmar, the only

|24

21 " To the Panel, Mr. Secretary, Congressman Bishop - 21 to be denied when get there also.
22 sir, I probably, I think I met you in the lobby -- to all 2 So, like I said earlier, if you needed acat, whcnever
23 - .our good constituents able to be bere today, I just wanted 23 you go to the next office to get the cat, the cat’s not there.
24 to speak on behalf of the small minority farmers. 24 And so, all we're saying is we need an éppo:tunity.‘ An -
|25 MR. COSBY: Would you tell us where ycu’ré from, 25 opportunity, not only to expand, but an opportunity only to
Page 46| V Page 48
1 please? 1 operate. By not having the funding when you need the spray to
2 MR. CORBIN: Yes, sir. And my name is Lamar Corbin 2 spray your produce with - well, I'm a produce farmer ~ when
3  and I'm from Colquitt County. ' 3 you need the chemicals to spray your product with, you're not -
4. MR. cosBY: Georgia? 4 you don't have it because maybe your funding bas ran low. Say,
5 CONTINUED COMMENT BY: LAMARCORBIN 5 for instance, if the chemicals come in a five-gallon container, A
6  Moultric, Georgia. Well, my concern today is, the 6 you only need a gallon. You can't bardly afford the gallon
7 Civil Rights Listening Forum is about the opportunities to 7 because you don't have the funding.
8 mcpandk a small farmer. Some of the rights that we've asked for 8 And so, what we're saying is, there needs to be better -
9 it to be expanded, to be able to expand, we've been denied. 9 informatory information that we can get from the county agent
10 When' you go to some of the county- agriculture 110 office when we go there. They're telling you that they have all
]11 departments they are - recommend other departments that you can |11 this information. And when you get there, it's not there. A

12 lot of the forms, they're not, they're not even there to give

13 the information you need 10 operate with,

14 Thank you. )

15 :

16 'MR. COSBY: Our next spmker, James Mays, from Leshe,
17 Georgia

18 COMMENT BY: JAMES MAYS

19 I'm James Mays from Leslic, Georgia, Lee County.. And

120 my concern -- I've had all those problems with the Farmers Home

21
22
23

Administration. You apply for a loan in October, you get it in
May the following year. And, as a result of that, you ﬁnally
go out of business.

But there are other concerns that I see: And I work
25. with the. pubhc I'm.on the County Commission in Lee County,
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1 Georgia. And I'm interested in the general welfare of people. 1 be more wmlthy For instance, the food stamp program. I went
2 One of those situations is tobacco. I talked with the 2 out and make — in the '60's, and belped create the situation
3 Department of Agriculture about tobacco several years ago, I 3 that got, that finally got that passed. But when they got it
4 think, up in'Pmy. And the people, because of the money 4 passed, it was not to feed the bungry:; they didn't seem to care
5 involved, and the people who are involved in it, because they 5 about them. It was to feed the supermarkets. . And, you know,
6 made it sound like that was a no-no. - Disregarding the fact that 6 and to make them, instead of giving the money for food to the -
7 there are something like 250,000 people a year, in the nation, 7 poor, they, you know, they called it funny money. So, when the
8 die directly and indirectly from the cause of tobacco. 8 poor person got it, then he wanted to buy something with it.
9 Now, maybe the Department might create a research 9 Once they let the supermarket get it, they can buy everything -
10 situation where they could develop a genetic type of tobacco 10 with it -- or anything.
11 that wouldn't be so deadly. Or, the other thing they could do, 11 These are the kinds of situations that are deep in t.be
12 is to cut it out, and provide the farmers with crops that would 12 roots of our problems. And if we don't get at them, we're going
13 be productive, profitable and healthy to the nation. 13 to continue to bave problems. And we're disinclined at first,
14 I think Senator Dole got -- beard some problems on 14 we're going to have a lot of people dying for the lack of
15 that tobacco issue. But as -- this, these kinds of things that IS services. -
16 we need to assist the general public in becoming productive, and 16
17 yet bealthy, in its assets to the nation's wealth and to the 17 MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir. At this time, at this
18 nation’s well-being. . 18 time ladies and gentlemen, we're going to take a ten minute
19  The other area that I was concerned about, that the 19 break. Weask that you be back in ten minutes and that
20 small farmers had been on the agenda in the Department of (20  will be 11:35. Thank you. _
21 Agriculture since the '60s. And it was a very important issue. . 21 (After a short break the session continued as
. |22 And the Department of Agriculture never - well, I guess the 22 follows:)
23 cong'rdss never actually defined what they - they were 23 MR. COSBY: I'm going to call the next speaker. Our
24 interested in family farins. And this issue, in fact, 24 next speaker, if you will, I'm going to ask ber to be
25 departmental -- family farming really was, was never defined. 25  coming to the microphone as we get settled down. It's
Page 50 ' Page 52
1 And therefore, family fariners never got belp. And they have 1 Mamie Dawkms from Graceville, Florida. Did she make it
2 been going'out of business since, since the '50s. You know, 2 back from the break? You're here -- right here. If you
3 they just sort of -- whether it's attrition, or just slowly 3 would come to the mike, and state your name and where
4 smothering us, smothcrinp, the small farmers to death. 4 you're from, and make your presentation, I would appreciate
5 This - in fact, the whole, the rural areas are being 5 it '
6 deindustrialized by the major corporations. And the major 6 MS. DAWKINS: Good morning.
7 corporations are sending their operations somewhere else. 7 MR. COsBY: You might want to speak right into the
8 They're in Mex:co and anywhere they can s]ave, or cheap, very 8 microphone, if you would.
9 cheap labor to operate. And as a result, you know, I'm not sure 9 COMMENT BY: MAMIE DAWKINS
10 how long we are going to be able to buy those foods if we have 10 Good morning. I'm Mamie Dawkins from Graceville,
11 to, if we just bad to pay freight on them, if all of us are out - |11 Florida, north Florida area. We are local contractors there '
112 of jobs, and if all of us are out of work, and with all of us . 112 and - _ '
13 out of production. ' 13 MR. COSBY: Speak a little closer ihto t.hc mike, if
14 I - it appeared to me that, people, that there should 14  possible. '
15 be some real effort put foith by the creative thinkers to do 15 CONTINUED COMMENT BY: MAMIE DAWKINS
16 some good things for the poor people; there's no problem in 16 I wasn't looking to get here first, be first. But
17 doing things for the rich and for the big companies. You know, 17 anyway, we are local contractors. And it's hard that, you now,
18 they create a situation where the black -- with this kind of 18 we are in with Farmers Home. We do Farmers Home grants and
19 war, and then we can spread a budget from — we could increase 19 things, but we haven't been able to do houses yet, build new
20. the budget from ten million -- ten billion dollars more than we - 20 homes. I mean that, we put in, carry people in, and they tell
21 need to finance the war, and then poor people are going hungry. 21 us that you bave money, they bave money. But when we get in
22 And it appears, it appears that the situation is that 22 there, the ‘paperwork is mountains. And when we get in there,
23 a lot of these programs were not designed to, to, to solve the 23 they don't have money, and we have o, you know, they put them
24 problem, to feed the poor, to assist the depressed, the 24 on bold. And next thing we know, somebody else has gotten the
25 disadvantaged. They were designed so that wealthy people could 25 job every time. ' _
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through the government, when they asked me to go and help fight *

in Vietnam, I did. We're asking them to help us save our homes
and it's not being done, through discrimination. They can put

any kind of label on it they want, but it's just truly
discrimination when you can't go and get a few dollars to belp

you along. And once you get this loan, they require you to pay

it all back under disasters and everything else. And once you

can't pay it all back, then they won't give you a loan again. .

From what I understand, the reason it was set up, was to belp

1 And another thing is my father farmed, you know, all

2 of his life until be was disabled. And after e died, Farmers

3 Home just called up his loan, in like, 30 days, less than thirty

4 days. And we had to pay it off, which we did. But we —it was

5 already up-to-date. But we, and, you know, just having to --

6 tbey just called up his'loan, just like that. And it was

7 already paid up years. And so, it is a lot of discrimination in

8 Farmers Home against local contractors, against farmcrs, because
9 I'm on both ends.
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10 = We like, we -- my husband and I are local contractors 10 the people who were in - you know, who were unable to go and
11 and when we -- you know, what they are domg. We are reglstcred 11 get aloan.
12 in Jackson County,'Washington County, and Herndon County. But |12 So, I'm just asking that we look into it as -- I'm
13 the only thing we've been able to get is just grant work. You 13- proud of this forum being put together and I hope some good
14 know, we haven't been able to really build houses because, I 14 comes out of it. Because that's going to be the only survivor
15 don't know, I guess all of the bureaucratic stuff. Andso,I - 15 for the minority farmer, the predouunatcly black farmcm
16 just wanted to voice that complaint. 16 Thank you.
17 I feel that I was kind of caught off guard being next. = . 17 . ;
18 So, anyway, I just wanted to say that and I'm glad to have the 18 MR cosBY: Thank you, sir. Our next speaker,
19 opportunity to come. And I've enjoyed listening to everybody 19 Patricia Williams from Two Eggs, Florida, '
20 talking, you know, because I can identify with what they are © |20 COMMENT BY: PATRICIA WILLIAMS _
21 saying. So, this is a good forum. Thank you. 21 Good morning. My name is Patricia Williams. I'ma
22 _ ' 22 minority contractor from Two Eggs, Florida. [ bring you
23 MR cOsBY: Thank you very much. Our next speaker is 23 greetings from the fair city of Two Eggs. Giving honor to the
24 Jerry Fields from Dixie, Georgia. ' 24 Secretary Glickman, Mr. Reed, Congressman Blshop and to mch of
25 QQMET_QY JERRY FIELDS ' ‘ 25 you in your respective places. :
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1 I'd just like to say good morning to everyone. Mr. 1 First of all, I have several things I would like to
2 Secretary, my fellow farmers, my name is Jerry Fields, and I am, 2 share. My husband and I are past farmers and I want to share
3 too, from Brooks County. I want to reiterate, Brooks County. 3 some of the impact that the decisions previously made have had
4 1 have here my farm loan. I'm a beginning farmer. I've never 4 on us, and particularly me as a minority female. We farmed for
5 borrowed from Farmers Home. I've tried. I got a book 5 17 years, and some of the things that have been stated here
6 containing $13,000, which is nothing compared to -- to help me 6 happened to us. You apply' for a loan. People tell you what you
7 to start to continue my farming. I don't know why it's so 7 .need, as opposed to what you ask for. If you ask for $10 000
8 difficult for them to belp us. They make the - they tell you 8 you get five, regardless of the paperwork you fill out. If you
9 you can borrow the money, then they make the qualifications so 9 ask - apply for the loan in October, as what's been stated, you
10 difficult, that you can't get any money anyway. The system is 10 get the monies in May. That's already past the time that you
11 there, but the. qualifications for the minority farmcr, you 11 should have already had your crops planted. So, we're bemg set
12 can't, you can't qualify. So, they deny you. 12 up for failure.
13 At that time, you're starting to try and ~-'I farm out 13 We went through that for 17 years. And 1tsnotjust
14 of my pocket, through the belp of my fellow farmers. Some of 14 with those offices when you sell your crops. Even though you
15 the other farmers that squeeze a little bit of theirs to help " [15 bave your government support prices, if you take pwnuts'to'thc
16 me. Now, we need belp, an opportunity. We are probably the 16 market, your peanuts are set three's, as opposed to the others,
17 best farmers in this nation, the minority farmers, because the 17 are not - so, you don't get the support prices that you've been -
18 'big farmer’s going to get out there and plant anything. It's 18 promised. So, how can you make your loan payment and all those
19 the minority farmers that work for them that do. And all we're 19 other things? If you take corn to the market, they say it has
20 asking for is an opportunity to, to belp us to continue what . 20 alpha toxin. Show me. ‘Well, they find one grain of corn, corn
121 we've being doing for years and years and years. 21 with a dark spot, then they're going to penalize your whole
22 I see people losing their farms. I have a son that 22 load. And those are the things that we were faced with.
23 has to go to college. I want to seec my son go to college also. - 23 And being young farmers, not having the support that
24 Iwant to see him go to college and possibly come back and take 24 we needed in the county, you had a person working for the
25 over my farm. I want to be able to leave him a legacy. But 25 county, and that's. just what they are doing. 'I'hcy’ré not -
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working for the people. They're not going to sit down with you_
and see, "Well, bey, there's - got a problem here, how can we
help you?" Instead, they’re going to belp get rid of you.
So, after so many years, my bhusband and I have decided
well, we're not going to take this anymore. And, of course,'

- was fortunate, because I bad a career to fall back on. I'm a

registered nurse by profession. So, I was stuck with nursing.
Well, even so, now I'm more involved because of the things I
learned along the way, and am continuing 1o learn,

I've bad an opportunity to meet Mr. Reed at another
function. And one of the things that he said which impressed me
-~ and of course, I'm quite vocal and if I don’t like something,
1 usually say something anyway. But he made the statement,
never allow a person 1o treat you in a way that you feel is not
right, And if we're going to proceed, this is the idea and the
attitude that we're going 0 have to take. We're going to have
o be more vocal, more visible in the communities.” And we're
going to ~ we can let people know that we're not satisfied with
what is being done and/or said. Because niany times people do
things to us, and they think it's ckay because we don't say
anything. Well, it's not okay; and that's the reason we're bere
today. o

A couple of other things that I wanted to mention,
when I start looking at the stresses and all those things.

There's a lot going on heri: that's not just farming. We talk
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to take 50 million acres of land out of agriculture
- production; is that right?
) SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Are you ialking about the
* conservation reserve program? I'm trying to figure out
what, what exactly is what you're talking about. '

MR SLAUGHTER: 1 happened 1o have read an article
that -~ where several years ago, it was a plan that came
up, that they was to take 40 million acres of land out of
agriculture. to make it more competitive, and through
competition and everything about it.

SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Well, that -- in the 1980's,
Congress came up with a plan, which UsDA has implemented,
called the Conservation Reserve Program, which pulled about
30 million acres out for a ten-year period of time. Where
farmers could take their land out of the qualified, as
highly erodible land, and would get payments to take that
land out of production for ten years, Those contracts are
expiring, or have expired. And the Congress, in the last
farm bill, authorized the continuation of that program.
Maybe not at that same level, but they authorized it to
continue,

CONTINUED COMMENT BY: EDDIE SLAUGHTER

Mr. Secretary, my complaint is that I really don"t

want to fight my government anymore. I don’t want to be mad
anymore, I don't want to be angry anymore. I have asked my
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about s'topping people froin being dependent and making them more
independent. Well, we're leaning away from that; we're making
people more dependent.  If you take away everything that a
person has, bow can be be independent? There's no way.

And to the committee, to each of you, I challenge you.
I urge you to come up with a plan to help provide some type of
support. It's like when we're training children, you don't want
1o take awa); a negative behavior, you need something positive to
replace that behavior with. And we need something to replace
what people are losing in farming. And when you come up with
your recommendations, we need some type of technical support, '
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county supervisors, I'Ve also went to Athens and Atlanta - 1.
think that's the state office -~ and asked them that - forget -
about writing down my note, forget about a debt recovery buyout,
and allow me to simply pay off my farm, instead of them posing
to me that T quit a $60,000-a-year job to go into farming where
I'm at the mercy of racism and discrimination. That's just bow
I feel when I deal with Farmers Home. I don't have nothing good
that I can say about it. There are some good people that are
there. But I asked them to allow me to pay $1,000 a month, and
they simply get out of my business and I'll pay my farm off.
Right now, I'm scheduled to pay my farm off in 40 years. I¢an

12 and we need someone that's going o follow up and make sure that |12 pay $1,000 a month, $12,000 a year; I can pay it off in 17

13 whatever decisions you make are being carried out. 13 years. ‘

14 ‘Thank you. 14 And I would like to know why can't I do this? Idon't

15 ‘ . 15 want to be a part of this system that does not work. Ido not

16 MR. COSBY: Thank you. Our next speaker is Eddie 16 want to be a part of this sysiem. I do not want to be - feel

17 Slaughter from Buena Vista, Georgia. If you would cometo . |17 like I'm bumiliated and degraded and I can't speak my mind when
18  the microphone and state your name and where you're from, 18 1 get there. And before I got up before you-all in here today,

19 I would appreciate it. _ 19 be said, Slaughter, be careful what you say because the state

20 MR SLAUGHTER: Good morning,. 20 office is bere. If I'm going to lose my farm, I'm going to lose

21 MR. COSBY: Sir, if you could get real close to the 21 it fighting. I am tired of the system (Applause). )
22 microphone. Thank you. 22 You know, they get up bere and they spéak nice. It's

23 MR. SLAUGHTER: Yes. Congressman Bishop, Mr. 23 159 counties in the state of Georgia. Exclude Fort Benning;

24 Secretary. I - first I've got one question that I need 24 you've got 158 countics in the state of Georgia and you don't

25  answered that I'd like to ask. I think UsDA had an agenda 25 have one elected black person on any county committee, If they
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1 is, then somebody correct me. There's 158 counties here in the 1 MR SLAUGHTER: Yes, be is. And I voted for him, 100, N
2 state of Georgia. We don't have one; that is a fact. 2 Dbecause (Laughter) -- I ran on the ticket and got elected
3 And we're bere -- I am 50 tired of fighting. Iam so 3 with you to the school board when we elected the Sheriff.
4 tired of trying to produce a crop and they will go abead on and 4 So you, you need 10 at least let that — and again, I'm not -
5 freeze my money in the bank. No other lending institution in 5 talking about welfare, Brother Congressman.
6 America, or the world, would be allowed to do these kind of 6 CONGRESSMAN BISHOP: Yeah, you and I talked about the
7 things. It's a good ole boy system out there and we can't win. 7 situation.
8 You can't fight it; you can't beat it. ' The only thing I'm 8 MR. SLAUGHTER: And I was trying to work through them
9 asking y'all, to allow me to pay off my farm off my job, and 9  and I'm not trying to talk against them. I'm just tired of -

10 they just simply get out of my farming business, and out 10 fighting them, '

11 completely. And the ones of us that bave jobs, that want to be 11 MR. cosBY: Thank you, sir.

12 able to do this, why is there such a problem? 12 CONGRESSMAN BisHOP: Thank you.

13 I don't want you - I don't want nobody giving me 13 ' ‘

14 nothing. I'm not asking for welfare. I'm not asking for 14 MR. COSBY: Just a quick announcement. Thercisa

15 handouts or give-me-down or give away. I don't wantgiveaway; |15  green van in the parking lot, a green Mitsubishi van with

16 Idon't want welfare. I simply want to pay for what I got. And 16 the lights on. If you would kike to get that started, as

17 let me have my farm without constantly every 15 — every three 17  you head home, you might want to go. out and cut those

18 to four months, I'm fighting Farmers Home for foreclosure or 18 lights off.

19 somcthihg I done violated, or where [ did - stumped my toe, or 19 QOur next speaker is Robert Hawkins from Newton,

20 something I did, or didn'tdo. Iam so tired of it. And I just 20 Georgia,

21 want to ask you, can there be something done for us, that the 2] COMMENT BY: ROBERT HAWKINS

912/438-0340

22 Lord has blessed us to be productive members of society topay = |22 Hi, I'm Robert Hawkins from Newton, Georgia. To the.
23 off our farms without having to go through all the hocps that | 23 uspa Civil Rights Action Team, I would like to explain. My son
24 have to jump through on a regular basis? 24 did an FHA. He came up one year $1400 behind. He put in the !
25 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Mr. Slaughter. Mr. Slaugbter? 25 loan for another year, it was turned down. And I had, my farm '
‘Page 62| Page 64
1 1 think, I think if -- you've asked some questions and I 1 was coming up for foreclosure. My son put in an application for
2 don't know the answer to your question because I don't 2 - to buy my farm. It was simple ~- turn it down. I want to
3 know, I don't know something about it. But I guess what 3 know was there anything could be did about it? '
4  you're saying is, what you're saying is you'd like to pay 4 . SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Would you talk to him?
5 off your loan in fixed payments every month, but, and I 5 MR. COSBY: Mr. Duncan’s going to talk to you.
6  gather, as part of that, you would like to be alleviated - 6 MR. HAWKINS: Okay.
7 from the Farmers Home requirements that they currently put 7 MR. DUNCAN: We'll have to get the specifics on it. .
8 on you in terms of farming reqmrm\ents then, Is that 8 MR. COSBY: All right. k ‘
9  right? 9 MR. DUNCaN: If you'll see me when the mecnng
10 MR. SLAUGHTER: Yes, sir. Those thmgs that are 10 adjourns, we'll check into it. C {
11- simply, I figure that are subjective, things that are 11 MR. HAWKINS: Thank you. ' '
12 double standards. There are so many things that I'm just 12 '
13 tired of fighting. I simply just want to pay off my farm 13 MR. COsBY: Thank you, sir.
14 and let me and my family - I have an aunt with cancer. 14 We're going to move on, and I don't bave the exact §
15 She, when she found out that it, my farm was being: 15 city or town listed here, but it says Portia Holmes from !
16  foreclosed on, you-all but kill her; you-all will really 16  Florida. Did I do that correctly? Please correct me. .
117 kil ber. ' 17 MS. HOLMES: No. ‘ 5
18 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Yeah. Let me ask you this. Is 18 MR. cosBY: Come on up, if you would, please. Tdon't
19 your fanm in a foreclosure status now? ‘ 19 mind being corrected.
20 MR. SLAUGHTER: No, sir. I~ Mr, Johnson out of the 20 COMMENT BY: PORTIA _HOLMES
21 state office has asked me that I work with the county 21 Good morning; my name's Portia Homes. m from
22 agents and they are suggesting that [ get anotber loan. I 22 Marianna, Florida, also. My complaint is also against Farmen's
23 really just want them to leave me alone. 23 Home 1 bave not been involved with them as long as many of you
24 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Okay. Who is your — is your 24 'in bere, but long enough. In 1994, my busband and I acquired a
25 - congressman, Mr. Bishop, bere? 25 plot of land from Farmers Home through a program that was setup |
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for beginning minority farmers. We were told - given k
information by Farmers Home in bits and pieces. We had 0 go in
on one day, we were told one thjhg. We'd go back anotber day,
we were told another day — anotber thing. I have spent money

.in gas, phone calls. Eventually, in about four and a half
months, we acquired the land. And it took a lot to get it. And
we were in Farmers Home almost three to four days a week,
sitting at the desk with a credit manager trying to get the
land. . .

In 1996, in January, we decided that we would build a

home on this property. We were not going to build a new home,

we were going to buy an old home, move it out onto the property,

have it remodeled and add rooms to it. That's the best way to

go, folks. In order to do this, we had to have land

subordinated. ‘ '

Starting in January, we put in an application, We

filled out all that was needed to be done in order to get the

subordination rolling. We went to our local bank, we applied

19 for our loan. Qur money has been waiting in our local bank in

20 order for us 1o be = to build our home. The money was approved

21 by the bank in March of 1996. And finally, in October of '96,

22 we finally were allowed to get our subordination from Farmers

23 Home.

24 Our house should be already built. It's been a full

25 year. Contractors are the Dawkins family, who's already spokcn.
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understand, and no one is rying to belp you to understand it.
So, I can understand how someone who might have an education
that is below mine - I'm not saying that they aren't
intelligent, but even intelligent folks can’t understand Farmers
Home. )
Thank Sfou very much. -

MR. COSBY: 'I’hank you.
And our next speaker is. Walter Franklin from
Graceville, Florida. If you would state your name and your
" location, I would appreciate it.

COMMENT BY: WALTER FRANKLIN
My name is Walter Franklin. I'm from Graceville,
Florida, and I'm certainly happy to be bere. And I thank the
council on being - taking such a noble step toward looking into
these situations and allegations.

I would like to speak briefly on some of the things
that we have encountered. We have been blessed, the Lord has
blessed us. And our parents are deceased and they left the

 family of eight children land. And we haven't been able, after

the death of our father and motber, it's still in debt. And we
was served a foreclosure notice. And given such a short time to
respond. But by the foresight of our parents, they, you know,
left a little something and we was able to, to work with that,
And we was gomg throughout -~ we was going to the different

Page 66
1 The major problem is they do not want the Dawkins family to be
2 our contractor. They sugg&swd names of people who were not
3 African-Americans.
4 In order to get our land subordinated, we owned a home
S in town. This home in town is paid for. We had to take a
6 second mortgage out on that home. We own a 163.1 acres of land,
7 and it is over secured. Over secured. We have improved the
8 land 100 percent, and then they still needed our home in town in
9 order for us to get our subordination. So, if we don't do well,
10 we lose everything except the shirts on our back.
11 Another complaint [ have of Farmers Home is that the
12 credit manager in our particular county, that's Jackson County,
13 Florida, has been in that position for 30 years. That is too ;
14 long for a person to be in a money position on a county level.
15 Other government agencies float their personnel in, out;
16 five-year stints, six-year stints, whatever. He has been in
17 position for 30 years, and someone needs to look at the record
18 books at how many African-American farms in Jackson County,
19 Florida, have been foreclosed on. They have been foreclosed on
20 since I've been in the county, just four years. He is
21 professional, be is smooth, be is nice — be is killing us.
22 1 want to bring all this up because I am also a
23 registered nurse. 1 considér myself an intelligent person. 1
24 walk into the office, the paperwork, the language, the lingo,
25 just everything is foreign. It is nothing that you can
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offices and they would tell us what we nwdcd to do, that each
child could put up an acre of land, and thus and so. And they
had that all figured out and everything.

But to make a long story short, we had to really do
some hustling and trying to get around to get the remaining
monies. And we finally came up with a cashier's check and we
went in-a little early before the deadline date and they almost
refused to take the cashier's check. And they said, Well,
they'd have to cbeck it out to see whether — you know. And
this is just one of the things. And we had a little, it wasa

little over what the amount was supposed to have been. And they

said, Well, if it was, it had to be $10 or more for them to give
us, you know, the change. So, we sat there a good hour. And
they said, Well, no one is in, and different things like this.
But we just — so, after all in all, we just said just keep the
change, you know, but ~

And we're workmg wn‘.h the farm and I've been out of
farming -- I farmed, you know, growing up, grew up on a farm.
And so that, you know, it made us -- we worked real hard and
everything. So. I said, Well, when I get grown, I don’t want to’
sec no farm. But eventually, we went back to that..to the farm
statss. And we have the land, it is paid for, but we're so - -
we can't hardly do anything with it because we don't have any
money. And we never - you know, we go through banks and we

Rene A. Armstrong, CVR, CCR
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1 And the water preshared program came about, and we was | African-Americans to get a chance to enter into farming. I'd v

2 able to start doing some things on the farm, fencing in and.

3 doing land work. And they made it so rough. And Ms. Williams

4 there, was - ber and ber husband was doing the work. They -

5 suggested and made, and suggestions at the office that — they

6 said, Well, we can't tell you who to get But at the same time,

7 they was telling us. And as long as they figured we was going

8 to get who they really recommended, they, you know*thcgu,y :

9 showed us all the things that, you know, in the program that be
10 would do.  And when they finally find out that we was going .
11 another route, they took it away.

12 And to make a long story short, we have just gone

{13 through a lot. But we're still struggling there and we've also

14 formed up with the Farmers Cooperative trying to institute and
15 recommend that in hopes that we can save the black farmers in
16 the community. Not just this community, the communities in

17 Jackson County, but we're hoping it has a far-reaching effect. -
18 And I appreciate this time that you-all have given us. AndI

19 pray, and I certainly pray that all of this will come to some

20 good. ‘ -

21 Thank you very much.

22 ‘ -

23
24
25

MR. cosBY: Thank you, sir.
Our next speaker is Lcon Crum from Emsburg, South
Carolina.

‘2'3 not -

2 like to go back into farming. 1 know that would be impossible
3 because ] know I'll need a quarter of a million dollars to '
4 start, R
5 It should be also — each time we go in those Farmers
'6 Home offices, Fsa offices, most of the people we sec in there
7 are often white people. We need some kind of commitment from
8 you or Farmers Home to improve, improve employment opportunity
9 for African-Americans on the local level. It's nice that
10 Washington can have these hearings and come down and hear what
11. we've got to say. But the buck stops at the county level. They
12 are the ones who are making the decisions. ;
13 Farmers tell me, and I know from the fact that my
14 duties on that application, that Farmers Home plan, unless you
15 have some real knowledge of how to fill out these papers, it's
16 impossible for you to get through it.” Let alone a farmer with
17 a fifth or sixth or seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh
18 grade education. You need © do somethmg about those loan

119 applications.

20 Those things -~ if you really want 10 sec where black

21 farmers are being discriminated at, look at when they receive
22 their loan servicing packages. Then you can compare -- I will
if you got a check list, those counties got a check list,

24 they go down this check list and they say, Did you receive a
25 full application? All right. After you got that, you receive

. ‘ , " Page 70
COMMENT BY: LEON CRUM:

Mr. Secretary, thank you for coming to South Carolina
for Farm Aid.. Also thank you for coming to Florence for its
tobacco meeting. It was four cars of us coming from South
Carolina over 500 miles. - I would like for some of those folks
to stand now, if you could? Also, we've got 1890 from South
Carolina. Could you please stand?

' (People stood.)

A couple of things that I wanted o present to you. My
brother and I farmed. We were sold out when Farmers Home was
Farmers Home, not Fsa. We farmed vegetables and bogs. Now |
work for a federation; thank God for that.. On the county
13 committée, we have a TV program that we do every Friday morning.
14 We spent three weeks talking about the county committee
15 elections. In a six-county area, over 10,000 ballots sent out.

16 and less than a thousand got returned. A lot of those ballots
|17 get sent to the wrong address, to the wrong people. Farmers are
18 afraid to send them back in; a lot of them don't even understand
19 what it's all about. We need more education for them.

20 African-Americans have the greatest -- the bardest

21 opportunity to get their yields changed. Often times, white

22 farmers can go in and not even have a proven yield, but they can
23 get yields updated. And it's also reflected in their cat.

24 coverage, in terms of how they get their money on those loans.
25 The current regulations are making it impossible for
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1 a full application, and that s when we will see, when did you
2 offer that guy his loan scrv:cmg options? I believe y'all put
*3 that in the computer; the date’s on there. If you compare that
4 when you, when you offer the black farmers compared to white
‘5 farmers, you'll see that, that, as I say, been d:scmmnated
6 against black farmers.
7 And&rclaststatcmentldiﬂcctomake,sxr.xsthat :
8 since, since Farmers Home Administration has done nothing pretty
9 much for black farmers over the last, how long they've been
10 started. Can you, today, make the commitment that you will put
11 some programs in place that will assist minority farmers?

MR, COSBY: Thank you, sir. .

Our next speaker is Arthur Rhyers. And please correct
me if I'm pronouncing that wrong, from Cotiondale, Florida.
Please restate your name and location, please.

COMMENT BY: ARTHUR_RHYERS

My name is Arthur Rhycrs Cottondale, Florida. My
concern about is the FH -- okay. My concern about is Farmers
Home Administration. Back in 1980, I went in Farmers Home
Administration to get a loan.. And Charles Lear was' the
administrator down there. He didn't even let me get in the
scat. He said, "Well, Arthur, you're not qualified.” He didn't
even. let me sit down. So, I just got my little cap ‘and walked
25 on out and fc:got about it, you know. And I didn't think it

Rene A. Armstrong, CVR, CCR
912/438-0340

Page 69 - Page 72



http:pronounci'.lg
http:quarr.er

- USDA Civil Rights Listening Session

Multi-Page ™

Albany, Georgia

- January 6, 1997
' . Page 73
"1 were right, but then he told me that if I went into the bank,

2 they'll loan me some money.

3 * So, now I done got me times now I done borrowed it

4 out. So, I can't borrow no more money from the bank. So, |

5 just got 1o go along just the best way I can and borrow what

6 canget. 1 worked through the state on low income, about

7 $15.000 a year. And -- but I'm a North Florida Co-Op manager

8 and I'd like for all the North Florida Co-Op members to stand,

9 up please. (People stood to applause) -- we ran our co-op farm
10 and I hope we'll not need Charles Lear no more.

11 Thank you.

12

13 - MR. cosBY: Thank you, sir.

14 Qur next speaker, Kenneth Brown, from Buena Vista,
15" Georgia. '

16 COMMENT BY: KENNETH BROWN

17 Good afiernoon. My name is Kenneth Brown from Bucna ,
18 Vista, Georgia. The last time I talked to you, Mr. Glickman, 1

19 had a problem; it just moved to a different spot. I've been

20 fighting, I guess about two years, trying to get Farmers Home to
‘|21 reappraise my equipment. It took them two years to get to that

22 part, but it only took Mr. Glickman two days. They reappraised
23 itin two days. At that point, they went on 10 near recovery.

24 I was - I'm thankful for his authority. He called just as he

25 said, Mr. Glickman. And that's why I'm here today, because of
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1 lot smarter than [ am, can figure out some of these problems

2 that can give us some help.

3 We, as minority farmers, need some help. Not because
.4 -~ the regulation are there, like you said, the money's there,

S but when it gets down to Farmers Home, that’s where it stops and

6 it goes to a different route. They've got certain people that

7 they won't loan money to. If you’re not in that group. you

8 don’t get any money. Now, it may seem racial; it is racial. It

9 may secem biased; it is biased. It may seem like the good ole
10 boys: it is the good old boys. If you don't belong o a certain
11 group, you can't get any money. ‘
12 If I bad money -- which I don't, but I work ~ my
13 credit would be better, my yields would be better. But in the
14 process of the last two years I've been having to work and farm
15 out of my pocket. Now, how you expect my yields to be as good
as a man farming out of his pocket and a man's got an operating
loan? You can't compare my yields with him, because if you do,
they're going to look like I'm poor managcmcnt which I am.
Poor productive too.

If you want to help us, and I know you are because you
are bere today. And I believe that jzou are a man of your word.
Give us some opportunity, not only just write regulation, but
put somebody down there to watch over them. Because just .
because you ‘sent it there, Mr. thkman, it doesn’t mean that
it's going to get to us.”’
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1 bim.
2 “If you-all weren't here, I wouldn't be here, because
3 I,Ireiyon - We, as uﬁnoﬁﬁw,wcmlyonou:lmdcrsto

4 look out for us. We are not able to go to Washington, talk 1o

5 the people. But we vote you in. And we expect - and we rely

6 on y'all to do something for us in return.  We don't want

7 anything that's given to us. We believe in working; we grew up

8 working. As a black person you know work because that's all

9 you've done. But let us get something in return for it.
10 I know I only have five minutes, but like Mr.
11 Slaughter said, you get tired of fighting when you know you're
12 going to get knocked down. But something in the back of you
13 always pick you up and you move on. And I want to give thanks
14 to my father because if it wasn't for him, he’s 60 years. I've
15 been with farming long, something would have cbanged by now, I
16 wouldn't be here. But thankful for him, he pushed me on.
17 To the point where why blacks can't get any money. A
18 lot of people push the responsibility and the blame to somebody
19 else. Nobody wants to be responsible for turning a black person
20 down. But where is the blame? If you go into Farmers Home, you
21 can't get any money there. If you go to the bank, you can't get
22 any money there. I just don't understand why nobody don't know
23 why we can’t get any moriey. Because [ don't feel like I'm the
24 only one out there that cari’t get any money. [ believe that and
25 that's why I'in bere today. There's somebody bere who is a whole

‘ . Page 76

i Okay. I'd like to thank the -~ I'm from Buena Vista
2 Georgia. My county agent is Macon County, Mr. Sammy Hall, he
3 moved to Byron, Georgia, it's now Byron, Georgia, that's my
4 county supervisor. I am - I went past debt recovery, went to
5 -~ I am in debt recovery, But at the same time, the lending
6 institution don't want to loan me money because of the amount of
7 money that the Farmers Home is going to write off. Because they
8 feel that Farmers Home is going to come back and say, "Hey, we
9 gave you that money, now we're going to tax it on you." '

I cannot make the payments on the real estate and pay
all these back taxes and penalties. So, the lending
institutions are afraid to loan me money. So, right now, I'm
looking at -~ matter of fact, you're looking at Chbapter 12,
because that's where -~ there's no way I'm going to allow them
10 take my farm without a fight,

I'm relying on you Mr. Glickman to - I know that

17 everything is on hold as far as the net recovery and all of
18 that but--I'm ﬁnished. Thank you.
19
20 MR cosBY: Thank you, sir.

121 _Our next speaker, Alfred Walker from Monnccllo,
22 Florida. Is Mr. Walker bere? '
23 COMMENT BY: ALFRED WALKER

My name is Alfred Walker from Monticello, Florida.
I'm a member of the North Florida Farmers' Co-Op and I'd like

24
25
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1 them to stand. 1 1 have enough coming in, I have an income. >
2 - (People stood) 2 But I'm concerned about other farmers.’ | want to say
3 . And our concern here Mr. Secretary, and Scnawr 3 this too. I'm not only concerned about the black farmers, ‘there
4 Sanford, and both siaff, both panels. We have a great concern. 4 are white farmers out there suffering too. We, you know, we ‘
5 I was on the farm from 1946 through 1966. My dad was a farmer. | 5 have other people too. It's not only the black. We have poor
6 And we always were running against the wind when it come down to| 6 people who are suffering for funds.
7 being a black farmer. 1 left and went to Vietnam in 1966. 1 7 Thank you very much and I pray that you do what s
8 left my mom and my dad; running against the wind on the farm. 8 right.
9 Igave my time in Vietmam. I came back home, my mom and dad 9 o
10 encouraged me to go to college, which I did. Finished college: ' 10 MR cosBY: Thank you, sir. o
11 obtained four degrees, taught almost 30 years.’ 11 Qur next speaker is George Hall from Boligee, Alabama,
12 Andlmmtned.lmbacktothatsamc farm that I 12 COMMENT BY: GEQRGE HALL '
13 left my daddy and mom on. Been sitting down since 1994,, since 13 Good evening. That is George Hall from Bohgee,
14 Iretired. I'm trying to find something to do, but like I've 14 Alabama. To the Honorable Secretary and the rest of the
15 heard some of them said, I need money. And after hearing about 15 distinguished guests, to the commission, I would like to give
16 how much money you can make on a small piece of land, I have 16 you a kind of history of how I feel about Farmers Home
17 enough to make me over $75,000 a year. But thank God, my cousin |17 Administration and the Fsa office. I'm the sheriff in the .
18 right bere, sitting bere looking right at me, he has squeezed 18 comity that I'm from. I need to say that, I guess, to allude
19 his time to farm our land to just keep it from growing up. 19 back to it later. I experienced some difficulty with Farmers
20 Mr. Secretary, the only thing T ask you this momning, 20 Home Administration back in the early '70's. :
21 to let justice ring. We need money as black farmers and 21 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Which county are you from?
22 minoritics. We need belp. I live in Jefferson County, 22 " MR HALL: Green County, Alabama,
23 Monticello, Florida, and we have been denied many things as 23 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Okay. I think I've beard about
24 black farmers. Not only on the farm, many other things we have 24  you. -
25 been denied of. And we arc asking for help. I taught all these 25 MR HALL: You may havc, but that's okay.
’ Page 78 * Page 80
| 1 years, retired, would like to do some small farming, like truck 1 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: That sounds like a good story
2 farming. But I know I need money. And like I've heard some of 2 MR. HALL: I hope it's a good attempt.
3 them said, it's no use in me going, because they're going to 3 CONTINUED COMMENT BY: GEORGE HALL
4 disqualify me before I get there, And Bike they said, if you go 4 " But | experienced some difficulty with Farmers Home
5 to the bank in a small place like where I live, everybody know 5 Administration back in the early '70s. ‘Now, I too, went to '
6 everybody. '""When old Walker come, don't give him no moncy 6 Vietam and fought for this country. And I don't brag about
7 So, we're just asking for you-all to place 7 that, but I do like to sec people treated fairly. And the ‘
8 representatives in these counties that can make sure that we get 8 problem I bad with Farmers Home Administration was ﬂ:at Thad a
9 our piece of the rock. Everybody want a piece of the rock; 1 9 home and I acquired some additional lands. And, as some have
10 do. And I don’t like sitting down and I don't like freebies. 10 said bere earlier, it will be a repeat of what other people have
11 And like a young man from Colquitt County said, we're not asking (11 said, I had to take what I had and post it égainst what [ was
12 to expand. Give us something to work with what we have. If you |12 trying to borrow. And therefore, I'm at the mercy of Farmers
13 can make that much on a small plot of land, appropriate me some 13 Home Administration. . R
14 money so 1 can get started. Just get me started, that's all we 14 . They was in a position where they was gcing;to
15 asking. We aren't asking you to do it for us. Just give us a 15 foreclose on me and I filed bankruptcy. Now, this is a bad deal
16 start, give us a jump start and we'll go for it. 16 for most people to file bankruptcy I think, but it worked at
17 The black man has built this country, and we can 17 that point. And from that day until this day, I've been labeled
18 continue to build it with help. And we built it with our belp. 18 with that position after filing bankruptcy. If you go to the
19 We built it with our strength. We built it with our knowledge. 19 bank or whatever lending institution to acquire money, that flag
20 We made it out of nothing and I know we can make it with 20 is there. And it's bad. '
21 something. I didn’t make it -~ [ didn't come bere this morning 21 So, it puts you in an awkward position to bave to txy
22 justfora form of fashion. Icame here, and I'm bere because 22 to maneuver and meet your obligation when you can't, like I say,
23 I am concerned. Ican go bome and sit down. I don’t bave w be 23 .acquire the proper funds that you need to keep your business '
24 a member of the North Florida Farmers Co—Op.' “I'm a retired 24 operating. Well, the committees from the farm service agencies
25 school teacher. I bhave enough to live on the rest of my life. 25 control now, I understand, Farmers Home Administration. And if 1
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1. your name is there, as sorme of them have said earlier, the flag I 1 man was smmg there, would have a changed beart this mcmmg,
2 isup. .2 been born again, you ought to be crying. Because some of these
3 Now, I made a complaint against the farm service agent 3 ‘complaints that I bear, it almost make me cry.’
4 in Utah for discrimination against me. Now. I would like to 4 But, you know, for — I come in this business in 1983
5 encourage the black farmers bere to continue to. press forward. 5 from Sylvester, Georgia. And a man give me one broken down
6 There is somewhere, somcbody that can listen to a complaint. 6 tractor and no peanut pickers to pick no peanuts. I asked him,
7 Now, I was fortunate enough to get my complaint through, but it 7 "How I'm going to go pick my peanuts?’ Hesaid, "I don't know."
8 did take some time. As a matter of fact, this is what it took 8 That's Farmers Home. And you know, it's bad, it's really bad,
9 (holding up folders). Now, I know most blacks don't like to do 9 that a man can do a job, and y'all won't let him do it. A man
10 paperwork, but that's part of the system, and we have to keep 10 can farm every day. Every day I get up and get out there and
11 records, and we have to do what we got to do. 11 try to do the very best that I can. And it ain't -~ y'all don't
12 So, I want to encourage ‘black farmers to press 12 pay no bit of attention; say it's nothing. Well, it's something
13 forward. But in the meantime, my suggestion is that this 13 to me because that's my life. I'm not asking you to give me
14 commitee has to be dealt with throughout the state or 14 nothing. I'll work for what I get, every day.
15 throughout the region. These are the people that control. Now, 15 But the onliest thing I'm asking for is a chance to
16 somehow, we have to have some minority in these positions, that ' 16 keep on farming for my family. I got five boys and don’t nary
17 is to represent or look out for the black farmers, or the 17 one of them want to see the farm. Got two living at home.
18 minority, or the small people. 18 Don't want to even go out there. And then y'all say you put
19 We wenl out in our region, in our county, to try o 19 peaple on five years and you've got five years’ equipment, I've
20 acquire, to get some blacks elected to that commitiee. But we 20 been having equipment ever since ‘83. Now, what, yougotto
21 were misfortunate, we -~ that did not finalize; that did not 21 gamble along for - if it's been five years and you still paying
22 happen. And I think the reason being is that blacks have, as 22 onit. Yeah, I'm still paying on five years. You can't get no
23 has been said here earlier, if you go in the office, you're 23 loan. Ican't buy nothing else.
24 probably going to be denied whatever benefits. So, they take 24 Siill sitting in the same spot, spinning my wheels.
25 the attitude there's not any use in going. So, then when the 25 T've got a little old bitty farm. Say, Yeah, I'm in three or
Page 82 : - Page 84
1 list come down when they send out ballots, your name's not on 1 four different counties. Yeah, I have to be there. Because I
2 the ballot, it's not on the list, so you don’t acquire a ballot. 2 can't get in one. I can't farm in one county. [got to farm in
3 So then, you can't elect a person to the posmon without the 3 three or four counties to get enough farm to farm with. I got '
4 proper ballots or votes. 4 some farmers here that I rent from. They worried about their
5 So, what we need is some mechanism to make sure that 5 money right now.
6 the outreach program is out in outlying areas; 10 make sure that 6 And it's bad man, it's bad. Now, some of y'all mxght i
7 blacks understand the prbcedures to know what's required; and to 7 -not think it's bad, but it's bad. And any time a man -- you go
8 make sure that they receive an opportunity to vote. This is the 8 tell a agency, a2 man will tell you, be don't know how you're
9 main problem I think with the whole situation with Farmers Home 9 going to pick the peanuts. Then a belt break and you can't get
10 Administration or Farm Service Agency is the committee. We do 10 no money to fix it. It's bad gentlemen. And everybody sitting
11 not necessarily do away with it. But it need 10 be a mechanism 11 on that board knowing wherc their check comes next week.
12 in there to make sure it's <loing what it's supposed to do. ' 12 . Thank you.
13 Thank you, sir. 13 .
14 . 14 MR. coséY: Thank you, sir.
15 MR cosBY: Thank you, sir. 15 Our next speaker is Warren Daniels from Green,
16 Our next speaker is Charles Harris from Leesburg, 16  Florida. Mr. Daniels.
17 Georgia. 17 COMMENT BY: WARREN DANIELS
18 (_:QMMELNT BY: CHARLES HARRIS 18 My name is Warren H. Daniels from Greenville, Flonda
19 Good evemng. I'm Charles Harris from Leesburg, 19 1 really didn’t come to speak. I really kind of be listening to
20 Georgia, and I come today to speak about the farming. Every 20- sec what y'all going to do. Because when all of the money was
21 year along about this time. I don't go to sleep at night because - 21 flowing, and all of the big people was getting the money 1o -
22 I'm wondering where I'm going to get my loan from. [ think 22 plant trees and things, the program was going good. But since '
23 every man sitting on that board know where is be going to get 23 itgot out to us little people, they discontinued the program.
24 his check from every week.. But in the farming situation, we 24 T want to know why. Can I get an answer?
25 don't know where we're going day by day. And Ibelieve if every |25 MR. COSBY: Are you talking about the conservation to
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1 and his program spec:ahst gave me a summary of my constxtuuon,
2 which they is a qnwtxon Neither one of them would give me the
3 right to appeal their decision.

In *94, [ had a crop dlsaster they denied my basac on
unworkable manner. Mister -- it's two adjusters came and
‘offered 10 pay me half of my disaster to cut the cotton up. I
told them that I.refused to do that because the rain had
destroyed my crop.

So, I called Chipley Broad and Mr. Alexander Day came.
10 And he said I'm going to treat you just like anybody else. He
11 paid me the full premium for my cotton, but be didn't make a
12 record of the day he come. One man come on the 12th of July,
13 and be come on about the 24th, But he told me I had to wait
14 until my - till the harvest season to come treat my base. So,
15 the local ASC used the: first adjuster and used Mr. Alexander Day
16 final adjuster. And sex, I didn't work no cotton. k
17. 1 appealed it to the state committec. They upbeld the
18 decision. But when I got to the state office, they told me not
19 1o ask no questions. Because I was going 1o start to ask them
20 about my bases, which I had about 1100 acres of - when I, when
21 Itook my 4500 acres of cropland and farmland, it come out to
22 about 17°acres of cropland. Well, I had 1200 acres in the -
23 with the program land. ‘And my program land just kept
24 dctenoranng, just kept deteriorating. And I asked them to
25 give me a summary for some of, of my cropland. The local asc

S s
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1 preserve the CRP program?
2 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Are ‘you talkmg about thc
3 . forestry reforesting program that we were 1a.1k1ng about .
4  before?
5 MR. DANIELS: 1think so. But I didn’ tunderstandthe
6  answer to that. | want it now. ‘
7 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: As [ understood it, you said the.
8  program was in fact still functioning. I don't know where,
9  whether it's functioning in terms of dollars in this state
10 ornot. Idon't know the answer to your question, to be
11 honest with you. I'm going to have to get you, get back
12 with you the answer to the question.
13 MR. DANIELS: Well, I appreciate it. Because without
14 me knowing the answer, I'll be very upset. And I don't
15 like that. ‘ ‘
16 MR. COSBY: ‘We will get you, sir, we will get you
17 comnected with our people from Florida, You re from
18  Florida; right?
19 MR DANIELS: Yes.
20 MR. REED: Niles Glasgow? Niles Glasgow stand up.
21 He's going to fix you up. ,
22 MR. DANIEI.S Oh, okay; good. Thank you
23
24 . MR. cossv: Thank you, sir.
25 Our next speaker -- all right; may I have your
Page 86
1 attention plmse Our next speaker is C. Bell from Seima,
2 Alabama. .
3 COMMENT BY: CECIL BELL
4 Iam Cecil Bell from Seima, Alabama. Which I already
5 have my complaint in Mr. Glickman's office. It's been there for
6 ayear now. First, what my complaint about is, improperly
7 identifying the crop basis. I started farming in about '77. By
8 '82, 1 had rented about 4500 acres of farmland and crop land. ‘
9 I rented from several different farmers. When 1 build a place
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on it, I pull it together and make one farm out of it. When I
got ready to make the loan, the executive director down at the
asc office, be improperly identifying my base when I get ready
10 make a loan. On the other parcels of this land, when I build
the bases on the land, and go to put it together, the base
doesn't follow the land. )

I went to complain 1o the local executive director.
And I asked them to give me a, I asked them to giile mea -
wait, just a minute. Iaskedthm‘xtongema summary of ,
reconstitution of my bases. He never would give them to me. I
went to the state director and asked him to give me a
reconstitution of my bases. He came down and looked at the
reconstitution of my bases. And we had a lien on several
occasions. . , _

He told me that the local asc director was correct in
the summary of my constitution. Him and his program director

Page 88
office never did give me one. The ones at the state asc office,
him and his program specialist, and they put me something
together. But when I got to the state office, they toid me not -
to ask no questions. So, what I did -- :
SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Who told you not to ask any
: qucsuons'?
~ MR BELL: The state committee, somebody on the state

committee told me not to ask no questions. | :

CONTINUED COMMENT BY: CECIL BELL
So, it was appealed up to the National Appwls

Division. They beld up the decision. So, I appealed it to
Memphis, Tennessee, Ms. Upchew (phonetic). I appealed the
discrimination along with my disaster progxam.
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114 "Ms. Upchew told, wrote me, told me that within that

15 jurisdiction that they didn't handle discrimination cases. Gave
16 me the right to appeal to civil rights. And now, so, I appealed
17 it to the civil rights. I kept asking them about it. And so,

18 they told me they were going to send it back down there to the
19 Department of Agriculture when Mr. Max Epson -- but Mr. Max
20 Epson was gone. So, I wrote you Mr. Dade, a personal létter,
21 and I asked you to carefully consider my case.

22 So, just before Christmas, I contact your office, the

23 lady twold me that my case had been, had been investigated and
24 they would get in touch with me a few days. So, that's where I
25 stand now. I'm wondering, I cannot - [ did not go bankmpt
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1 Tstill got 3udgxm:nts 1 wrote off about 710,000 to Farmers I making momhly payments. So, that's why 1 started off in the
2 Home and the People's Bank. And so -- to build those bases with " | 2 rut. And since then, I've been in that rut. :
3. people like Gold Kist and different other farmers, I've got 3 And I — to make a long story short, we was workmg on
4 judgment for a 100-, over $100,000 with them, But I'still 4 the loan prms back last year and the supervisor at that time
5 dxdn t trade bankrupt, with the help of my sister. She took 5 became ill and was in and out of the bospital. And what
6 over my farm money. 6 happdxezi, my application was floating around, and the 1996 farm
7 So now, I'm waiting to sec what you going t do. -7 bill, April 1st, 'wem into effect. And so, at -~ right now, I'm
8 MR. COSBY: I would ask, sir, if we could get one of 8 at a'standstill. - )
9 - our ushers to come, finish getting add:t:onal information. 9 We, in the poultry business, and from time to time,
10 The question would -~ 10 the company require you to update your houses. Either you -
11 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Before you do that Randy, can 11 update your houses or you don't get any chickens. So, anyway, -
12 you get a report from our -~ you're Alabama; nght‘? ‘ 12 the sitwation I'm in now, I've got to do something. And [ ~if -
13 MR. BELL: Yes, sir. ‘ . 13 there’s time, Idhkctonwetmthsomeoneonmecomnutteeto
14 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Okay. Can you get a report on 14 discuss my probiem. ’I'hank you.
|15  this case from our Alabama State Office? I'd like to know 15 :
16 - more about the case, because this sounds like a real 16 MR. COSBY: Thank you, sir. Would one of the usbers
17  complicated case. And I want to know exactly what — and 17  gethis pam;: and address, please. I think he's mquesting
18  in addition to that, I'll check on the complaint. Idon't 18 1o meet with one of the committee people. So, if you
19. -~ they told you that you were going o have a disposition 19 would, onc of the ushers, to get the appropnate
20 - of this complaint right away?’ 20 information from him, I would .appreciate it.
21 MR. BELL: They told me that they had mvesngated my 21 Our next sp&kcr, James Hall, from Monticello,
22 case and they're going to send somebody to talk to me. 22 Florida. : ‘
23 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: All right. We'll get, we'll get 23 COMMENT BY: JAMES HALL K
24 .onyourcase. Imean, I'll make sure that [, personally, 124 I'm James E. Hall from Monticello, Florida, Jefferson
25 send the message that I want them to contact you 25 County. Leemount (phonetic) is my neck of the woods. And I
' Page 90 ‘ Page 92
1. immediately. | 1 found out sincé I got here, I'm just one of the victims of the
2 MR COSBY: Sir, could I - oh, excuse me. 2 circumstance. z '
3 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: But I do want a report on your 3 First thmg I would like to clear up. Ihad a chance '
4 case from our stite office. 4 to work in the Ascoffice as a reporter. And I always liked to
5 MR COSBY: Sir, I ask you, if I could get you to come 5 be to work on time. And I begin to watching the mail that was
6  up to the table and give them your address, and so on at 6 coming in. And I told my boss man that according to the mail-
7 this time; that would be appmpnaae ‘ 7 you was gemng in, "Why can't I tell you what we want?" His
8 MR. BELL: Okay. 8 words was to me, "Jim, we need a fellow like you."” And I was the
9 MR €0SBY: All right.- The gentleman bhere. Thank . 9 ‘first black that run for office in the county, by a petition.
10 you _ 10 And the man that I talked with, took my petition and carried it
11 . SECRETARY GLICKMAN: This gentieman right here; yeah. 11 out, and got three more to run against me. That's some of the
12 _ . - ’ - 12 problem.
13 MR cosaY: Our next speaker is Mr. William — Willie 13 I would like to Jet y'all know, before it came time,
14 - Adams from Greensboro, Georgia. Mr. Adams. 14 my granddaddy used to preach in the white church one Sunday And
15 QQIL{MQ_{T_QY:_M_LU_E,@M{: 15 the white preacher would preach i in his church the next Sunday
16 Good afiernoon. How do you do, Mr. Glickman, 16 So - well, y'all can't call me a racist because I didn't come-
17" Commitiee. I'm Willie Adams from Greensboro, Georgla, poultry 17 up that a way. :
18 and cattle farmer. The president of an organization called : 18 But I don't want nobody give me nothing. Just open’
19 United Agriculture Government Coatition. We cover about five 19 the door and I'll get mine. I'm a FHA victim. And when they
20 Georgia counties: Greene, Morgan Putnam, Oconee and DeKalb. 20 told me they couldn't lend me no money, leaving my grandchildren -
21 I began famnng in 1977. 1 achieved a loan from 21 and children staying there, $500 a month, they told me to go
22 Farmers Home Administration which was $50,000 to build two 22 into the FHA to better my condition.
23 poultry houses. One of the biggest mistakes 1 made, the 23 I thank you. o
24 supervisor at that time told me we ran out of money, said go 1o 24 S
25 a commercial bank and borrow some money. 1 borrowed that money, 25 MR. cosBY: Thank you, sir.
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1 “Folks, we are just about out of time. And L bave a 1  and baveagreatcrop. - e : .

2 list of other speakers. And we're going to shut it off - ' 2. SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Yeah, s0 -~

3. right there. We have about ten minutes to go and if we ~ 3 MR JAMES: But I can't get back in. .

4 have participants in the audieni:e,Mr. Secretary, with a 4 SECREI‘ARY GL(CKMAN I we - I've heard this over and

5  thought that you could get through real quick, several of 5 overand overagain. We've got to get this law changed.

6  you, would like to open the mikes at this time for those. ‘6 ) S

1.7 So, please take a mike there. State your name and who 7 MR. COSBY: Thank you. , !
8  youare. And1we will, we -- and [ will have to shut this 8 All right. We'll go to this xmcrophone bere and thcn
9 off at some point as well. * 9 this one at the back. v '
110 Please, go abead, sir. - - ~ 10 " DR BOOKMAN: Okay. My name is -~
11 - UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Okay. I'm on thc list. Oh 11 MR. COSBY: No -- yes, you, sir.
12 Do you get this brother bere first, or me? 12 COMMENT | BY: DR. BOOKMAN
13 MR. COSBY: Right bere. , ' ‘ 13 Yes. My name is Dr. Ridgely Abdul Bookman. I'm a
114 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Okay. Go abead. 14 farmer bere, farming 1600 acres over here in- Terrell County, I
15 COMMENT BY: HOWARD JAMES 15 used to teach agricultural economics at Normland A&T (pponaic). :
16 Thank you, sir. To the Secretary, Sanford Bxshop. - 116 And I must commend you farmers for being able to handle the
17 staff. I'vebeen a famxcr for 12, 13 years. And the year of . 17 paperwork that you have to handle. Because I used to méh farm
18 '88, I was encouraged to go o the Farmers Home for a guaranteed |18 management, and I bave a hard time dealing with this stuff that
19 loan in which that particular year was a disaster year, and 19 they've got, in terms of the government, :
20 lacking something like $21,000 for paying Farmers Home back. 20 The other thing that is, I want us to to look at thc
21 ‘But in the later years, I was able to build up and continue to |21 overall picture,” They're opening up the doors now for us to
122 farm. ‘ 22 complain about how they discriminated against us, but tbéi'e’s a
23. This yw - I m sorry, '96 which i '97 - I mean 23 bigger game going on. Ttis my opinion it's going on. In the
24 '96 Congrms was up there fighting about what they were going - 24 Bible, it says "Behold, there comes seven years of great plénty
25 to do about the law. I'bad an application in with Farmers Home 25 Ihroughout all thc land of Egypt.. And there shall arise after
o ‘ Page 94| : : ‘. Page 96
1 that was approved to buy land. And Farmers — and a farm 1 them, seven years of famine. - And all the plenty shall be
12 ‘operating loan. The fact that my application was approved prior 2 forgottcn in the land of Egypt. ‘And the famine shall consumc

3 to the law being passed, they asked me to come back in and apply 3 theland” . o

4 for the loan for operating, but they discontinued the pan about 4 Now, it's inmﬁng that this amateur program is a

5 the land purchase. 5 seven-year program, that after which, as they're saying is -Z-

6 . My point is, this year, t}ns - I'm sorry - ‘96 was 6 there would be no more subsidies to agriculture. :

7 the best and productive year | bave ever had. I was able to pay 7 . The returns to agriculture over the last 30 years havc

8 off everybody and standing in good standing. ButIcan't go 8 been less than 3 percent. 1991, the return to assets and ;;

9" back to'Farmers Home because of the law. And why, if I was able | 9 agriculture is .4 of a percent. The returns to banking, money
10 to get the operating loan, why couldn't I get the farm purchase 10 and banking, is 6.5 percent.. So, how can you loan méney; how
11 loan? My point is, if I could have got the farm ptirchase loan, 11 can you borrow money at 6.5 percent on the average, or 9 or 10
12 it would bave been just as well. But my point is, Why can'tl - '12 percent, and pay it back making thirty-nine cent on a $100
13 go back because of the law? ‘That's what I'm saying. 13 investment? This is, generally, the whole state’ ‘of agnculmre
14 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: One thing I would have to tell 14 in the United States. So now, agriculture is under debt. ’

15 you is the law needs to be changed. 15 Now, when'the black farmers have been discriminated .
‘116 MR. JAMES: 1 agree. o 16 égainst, and it's true, we havc been; so we're complaining : So,
7 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: And we're going to try to get 17 what the government is gomg to do, the game is that they’ re

18  that done this year. I hope that part of the President’s 18 going to let you borrow money now. They're going to try to do

19 ° budget belps to make this change, so that we = because you 19 right, but then when the famine hit - they're going to blame

20 had a dehnquency once? o 20 black farmers for tmnng down USDA. Thcy re going to blamc ‘
1121 MR JAMES: Once in the past. 21 you. .
‘|22 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Even mough you are perfectly 22 It's time you black farmers get togemer and do for .

23 cleared up and up-to-date? O 23 yourself because this country is being cut. Because they're

24" MR JaMES: I'm perfectly clear. Thxs year -'96 24 secing that black people are going to be the majority in this

25  was a great year. The Lord blessed me to pay up waybods;' 25 country in the year 2050. So, they're destroying the whole
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1 country infrastructure, throughout the country, so, that when 1 definitely want to get that in.
2 you take-over, you will not have -anything to work with. 2
3 Thank you very much. 3 MR. EARL COSBY: Thank you. Thank you.
4 4 We'lf only be able to take about two more. But for
s MR. EARL COSBY: Thank you, sir. 5 the rest of you participants that are standing, we would
6 We'll go to the mike over here. 6  like for you, just as soon as take about two more, to come
7 COMMENT BY: MILES ROBINSON 7° 1o the front, we have some recorders that will take your
8 Good -afternoon 1o Secretary Glickman, the panelist and 8  statements. I want to be able to take about two mare, one .
9 this Civil Rights Action Team. I'm Miles Robinson and I 9  from this mike at the back, and one from this one at the
10 represent Tuskegee University and Department of Agriculture 10 back. I'masking the rest of you to come up and we will
11 Environmental and Natural Sciences. I stand and I rise 10 Jet i take your statements,
12 you know that unless and until the criteria for lending to 12 COMMENT BY: WELTON LONG

—
w

14

minority and small limited resource farmers is changed by law

13. I want to thank you. This is Welton Long, Elbert

DN B B R BJ e b e e ek e
PSR I S R~ B - - B R R U -

25

Washington, D.C. and it should be effort that on this part of
this commitee today to fight hard to get that changed back.
Because you're looking at 95 percent of our black older farmers
will lose their property and their farms will not be claimed by
their family because one time in the nursing home will run so
much money that a family could not touch that debt and that’s
one of the main issues that should be touched, and as many and
some of the otber things that I have been said here. That’s one
of the more important things that I think any of us, that we
need to do something abouit.

And there are some other things due to the culture
wend. We will contact you on some otber things, but I

and by regulation, we will always have, and be subjected to 14 County, Georgia; Dewy Rose, Georgia. Ihave been dealing with
15 these discriminatory practices. 15 Farmers Home Administration for 25 years. And I've fougbt them,
16 One of my suggestions would be 10 make certain that 16 trying to get justice for other people. I taught agriculture
17 that criteria is changed and that on these, on the committees 17 for 30 years. - And of all things, they accused me of being
18 who make those decisions, that we have an appointment. Let an 18 unable to manage a farm, You cannot manage — the first year
19 appointment be made of a minority limited resource farmer to 19 that I had a farm that I borrowed'modcy from Farmers Home
20 that committee to make cértain you have some voice. 20 -Administration, I borrowed enough money to buy some land and
21 Access to capital is always a problcm and we need to { 21 $25,000 1o operate with. Ended up, they put all the money into
22 make certain we find ways to address that. And until we do, 22 buying the land and I ended up with $84 to plant 250 acres of
23 there is nothing's going to change. 23 soybeans. It takes a $100 in that time, in that part of the '
24 ‘ 24 state to put in an acre of soybean and I got twenty-five cent.
|2 MR cosgY: Thank you, sir. 25 ‘
« Page 98 , Page 100
1 " We'll come back to the mike in front bere. | | UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Mr Spmker I have a 30 second
2 COMMENT BY: EARNEST HOWARD 2 comment -~ ‘
3 My name is Ernest Howard from Clay County, Florida. 3 CONTINUED COMMENT BY: WELTON LONG
4 One of, one the main points that I would like to point out here ' 4 Just a minute. And we did research in Georgia, and it
5 today, that in 1995, July, was passed by our congressman that 5 took a 128 days to process a loan from a black farmer, and only
6 any of our older farmers, mostly the ones that on benefit for; 6 73 days to process a loan for a white farmer. I know because |
7 is sst, any other medical bencfit that when they're deceased, 7 served on the committee. At that time, they - you served on
8 that that land will be turned over to the probated judge to 8 the committee and you voted on the committee. And I know how
9 collect money under certain conditions. Those conditions would 9 long it took. .
10 be that the family is hardship or handicap or under 21 years of 10 And when thcygotmdytoseweawh:tc farmer or a
11 age, if not~ifa famxly can’t pay off that debt, that farm go 11 black farmer,. they often called the two white committeemen .
12 up for sale. 12 together. And they always told me, said, "It don't take but two
13 Somehow, that should not have passed through 13 to pass it." I got 1o Atlanta and the first thing the man told

14 me when Mr. McDuffie — some of you remember a long time ago be |
15 got mad and said it don't take but two to pass it and they
16 dismissed it.

17 . We're still fighting. We were.in Washington the last

118 week, I think, because the Secretary remembers us being up

19 there. But there are some things that ought to be straightened

20 out. And as I told once before, I believe Senator Layhee

21 (phonetic) down in Tifton, said before we send any more money to
22 Georgia, or any otber state that is not using it right, we need

23 to send nobody in bere to spend it. Please, sir,

24 ’

25 MR. cOsBY: Thank you. If you'll just let me getto
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1 the gentleman I had promised back here, and I will come 1 or 400 before we're done, maybe 500 people. We dxdn tsay ©
2 back to you; you will be the last speaker. 2 too much; it's mostly listening. There's an old
3 Yes, sir? 3 cxpméion. after all has been said and done, there's a lot
4 COMMENT BY: MALCOLM FREEMAN 4" more said than done. ,
5 ‘My name is Malcolm Freeman. I'm from South Carolina 5 So, we decided to bear what you had to say. Make sure
6 and I am employed by the Federation of Southern Cooperatives. 6 ~ when you say something, it's going to mean something. And
7 Having been born and raised on the farm and baving been familiar .| 7 ‘so, this is — I want to assure you, I'm serious about
8 with Farmers Home programs and the county committees of mostof | 8  this. We're going to take this information, Mr. Pearlie .
9 my life and having to work with limited resource farmers that 9 Reed and his team that are sitting right in front of you,’
10 have bad to deal with this system, I have a couple of 10 are empowered with the full resources of the Department of
11 recommendations to make. Anybddy who sit and listened to the 11 Aéricultu.re, to come up with an action plan that deals with
12 people here today know that the county committees do not serve 12 a lot of the problem you've talked about.
13 the black farmers. I suspect that the county committees also do 13 I'm not going to promisé you right now it's going to
14 'not serve properly the white farmer, no matter how good the 14 take care of every problem in the history of the world.
15 intents and purposes of the legislation drafted in Washington. 15 But [ am going to promise you that we're going to make a
16 When it gets down to the local level, the good old boys get it. 16  good-faith effort to deal with the problems that you have
17 They take what they want and the rest of the county get what's 17 talked about today so this Department of Agriculture is
18 left. : ' 18 . fair and responsible and serves its customers and. its
19 So, my suggmtion' is that you find something to 19  employees with fairness and dignity. ‘
20 replace the county committee with, becaiise black people won't 20 - So, I just wanted to let you know I appreciate very .
21 have a chance. It only takes two to pass. We can't even get 21 much the opportunity of being here. Appreciate the
22 oneonit. And if we don't have a linkage all the way from - 22 Congressman Bishop asking me here. Appreciate his
- |23 Washington to the local level they'll never, never be a chance 23 perseverance in making sure that we stay on top of this
24 for a black farmer to operate in a system equitébly.’ 24 - problem. AndI'd like him to make any final comment.
25 : 25 CONGRESSMAN BISHOP: Thank you. I just want to,
Page 102 o Page 104
1 MR.CosBY: Thank you, sir. ' 1 again, thank the Secretary and the task force for coming
2 COMMENT BY_UNIDENTIFIED QEAI_(ER 2  and for listening. But more importantly, I want to thark
3 In 1933, my father got oppressed. But he had to drink 3 each and every one of you for taking the time to come and
4 water from a "white-only”. About 60 years later, I went into i 4 to say what was on your minds so that they could bear it.
5 Chapter 12 bankruptcy plan to find that the United States 5 Because if you didn't come and if you didn't say, they
6 Department of Agriculture had removed that "white-only” sign 6  would not bear it and we couldn't say that they had beard
7 from the water fountain and placed it on the Chapter 12 7 it. Now they have heard, and will bear others in other,
8 bankruptcy plan. 8 parts of the country, say what their problems are and their
9 To me, the "white-only" sign on the water fountain 9 concerns. Probably, will be similar to yours, but it's all
10 was, by far, the less evil. 10 in the record and taken down, and now the information is in
g o 11 .. . and they will be a decision acted on it. Hopefully, we
12 MR COSBY: Thank you, sir. 12 will be able to put these issues to rest and be able to go
113 We're going to wrap up at this time. And folks, 13 forward. Thank you for coming and taking the time to do
14 perhaps I misdirected you. I'm going to ask James Ford and 14 it, because now it's going to be a key and it's important
15 Ralph, if you would, 1o help these folks get their 15 that you did it. And I want you to know that I pcmonally
16 statements recorded. We have a recorder here. We also 16  appreciate it.
17 have some recorders at the back table, but we would folks, 17 MR. cOSBY: Thank you. Folks, we have another qmck
18 like to get your statements before you leave. So I'm going 18  announcement here. : ;
19 to ask these people to take care of you. 19 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER Well. what I'm supposed to tell 4
20 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Earl, can I make just one last 20.  you is that you have lunch outside and you'll see the signs
21  statement. _ _ 21  indicating what's in the sandwiches.
22 MR. COSBY: I'm coming to you and Congressman Bishop 22 Another thing I want to say is that our annual
23 for again, last comments that you would have. 23 farmers' conference and marketing conference is next month
24 SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Let me just say, we heard about 24 berc at this site. The marketing conference will be at the
25 35 people bere today and we're going to hear about three- 25 Ramada Inn and the annual farmers’ conference, ‘that's
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1 February 14th and 15th, and we invite you to come back. 1 to operate any way I can. Borrow at high interest rates. And
2 Mrcossy: Thank you folks, on behaif of Congressman 2 they say it's supposed to be for the farmers, but it's not. And
3 Bishop and Secretary Glickman. Thank you for coming. 3 1 have some ~ we have 300-some acres of land. And! have a
4 ‘ 4 friend, a white friend, that had only ten acres of land and e -
5 [Thc following cormunents were made after the session 5 could borrow $150,000 over ten years ago, and [ couldn't even
6.  concluded:] ' 6 borrow five. ‘And I have another friend who has 75 acres and he
7 COMMENT BY: JAMES WOODSON . 7 borrowed over $600,000, and they won't even loan me nothing to
8 My name is James Woodson and I'm from Bainbridge, 8 farm with. And I've been farming all my life. And I still
1 9 Georgia. And1-- my phone number is 912/246-5287. And I'd 9 intend to try farming. And I've had to work two jobs, take the
10 like to come to register a complaint about Farmers Home and 10 money from the other job in order to farm with.

25 can't get enough -~ can't get no money 1o operate with. 1have

11 their practice in lending money, just like hearing the rest of 11 Thank you.
12 theni stated here. My problem is that I borrowed-money from 12
13 Farmers Home and I paid it all back. And then later on I beard 13 COMMENT BY: CULLEN PATTON
14 that Farmers Home had forgave some of the debt, a big portionof |14 'l be brief. I'm ready. Yes, I'm Cullen Patton,
15 the debt in the country, just forgive the farmers for it and ) 15 from Greenville, Georgia, with Wayne Trambell from Newnan,
16 start all overagain. But 1 paid all my money back, serious 16 Georgia. And we're here with Ms. Betty Bush, Matt Collins® aide
17 money. And - but I go 1o get some money, and then there'sa |17 .from Columbus, Georgia - the representative.
18 lot of unfair and I can't get none. ' ‘ 18 We have a brief that's been sent to Secretary Glickman
19 So, starting back in 1964, when I borrowed $13,000, 1 19 two weeks ago by Attorney Mr. Joe Sumerford in Fairfield,
20 paid it back the same year. The next year -~ not the next year, 20 Arkansas. We would like for that brief to be taken a look at.
21 but later on, I borrowed $300,000; I paid that back. And then 21 If need be, wc would like to meet him on a one-to-one basis in
22 I had a disaster and I borrowed $600,000. I paid all of that 22 Washington. The fike needs to be gone over. We need to be
23 back. So, I left out of there, when I left the lenders they 23 there because there's a lot of material that's not in the brief.
24 don't want o lend it to you. When I got in trouble again, I 24 It's nothing but harassment and discrimination and lack of
25 tried to borrow money from them and I couldn't borrow no money. |25 justice has been done over the last ten or fifteen years. So,
Page 106 o Page 108
1 So, what I'm saying is my problem is -- needs to be 1 if at all possible, we need a meeting with a representative,
2 addressed. Even to do right, you can't get nothing from them. 2 and an attorney will be there from Arkansas Bé'ny Bush will be
3 That's what I'm saying -~ I know, but [ just got started here -- 3 there for Matt Collin's offioe. and other advisors from South
4 but now, I would like to get my problem addressed. [ know this 4 Georgia.
5 is saying it publicly. But I want to say this right now. I 5. We thank you.
6 need to have somebédy look into this for me. Why can't [ borrow 6 :
7 some money? I don't owe Farmers Home anything. | owe some more 7 COMMENT BY: NED HARMAN )
8 people, but [ don't owe Farmiers Home anything.. AndI'm fixing 8 My name's Ned Harmaa, H-A-R-M-A-N, from Carrollton,
9 10 be treated like a step-child. Okay. So, that's what I'm 9 Geomgia. ['ve been farming for Farmers Home for several years, .
10 saying. I'd like to have that addressed. You have my name and 10 since the *70s. We'd go in October or September to'get a loaa,
11 my phone number. You have somebody get back to me about.that. 11 to put in the crops. “mey‘d give it to you after it was too .
12 I don't want you_'to go off and forget it pow. I want you to 12 Ilate to plant, like the other one said. These kind of things
13 have somebody talk to me and tell me why I can't get any money. 13 happened. We get approved for loans, 2 hundred-something
14 14 thousand dollars to build a hog facility. And they say go ahead
15 COMMENT BY: CHARLES FLETCHER 15 and rate out, start it. Go ahead and get the money from local
16 I'm Charles Fletcher, Route 2, Box 202, Willacoochee, 16 banks and we'll pay them. But they didn’t pay them. [ owed the
17 Georgia; Colquitt County. I've been farming all of my life. 17 local banks for years and years. . '
18 I'm 53 years old and I've never been able io receive a home loan 18 I've asked for a national appeals. They said we can
19 from Farmers Administration. applied in '67 and the '80s; 19 give you equitable leave; check into that. Idid. They never
20 I've always been turned down. My father's 90 years old, my 20 did do anything about that whea I'd go to them. We met with a
21 mother's 87. 1've beén living on the farm all of my life. I 21 state director last year, the first of this year, of '96. I
22 have to farm wherever I can get the money, any conditions I can 22 wrote my congressman, state senators, and they wrote them back, .
23 getit. 1have four daughters: 31, 16, 4, and 2, and expecting 23 Farmers Home did, and said we will work with Mr. Harman and give '
24 one in March sometime. And I can't keep operating whenever I 24 him preservation. After I'd get to that, never would hear from

25 Farmers Home. They never would contact me.
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1 I'vegota daughtcr that's been in a coma since the 1 problem on the farm.. We lost all our barvest except for ten >
2 middle of October. I hadn’t heard from Farmers Home at all. 2 small ones we have there now. And we are just there. We have
3 Then after my daughter got in a coma now, here Farmers Home said | 3 a lawsuit with Production Credit which wewon for $825,000. But
4 they're foreclosing because I hadn't contacted them or tried to 4 they are talking back, and with the attorneys, and saying that
S work with them. I tried to work with them for several years and 5 they're a part of the government, and they should not be sued
6 can't get anything done with them. : 6 for punitive damages, and saying that the jury there — it's
7 Thank you. ‘ 7 like they were not qualified to pass that judgment about
8 ' 8 punitive damages. So, we are just sitting there. Our house is

9 COMMENT BY: LESTER HAWKINS

10 My concern is ~ I'm late =~ I'm the son of the late

11 Lester Hawkins, I'm the son of the late Katherine Hawkins. We
12 have a farm of a 119 acres and one house. And my fatber left a
13 debt with the FHA of something like $130,000. The Farmers Home
14 did not give us any help. We asked for belp from them so we'd
15 have a lower payhxem 50 me and my brother could pay that loan
16 off, or get some of that money wrote off. Something like that,

Bt

25

9 leaking. We have nothing. We are just there and we nwd some
10 belp.
11 ,
12 COMMENT BY: 1B, BLACK, JR. - _
13 My name is J.B. Black, Jr. And I farms in Screven
14 County, which is Newington, Georgia. And I - have FHa has
15 foreclosed on my equipment and sold it back.in June -- I think
16 June. And it didn't bring as much because it was the wrong time

17 of the year to sell equipment, because all of the farmers had
" 18’ already bought equipment. All they could do then is to manage

19- their own property they wasn't going to spend no extra money.

20 And the equipment didn't bring enough to pay the indebtedness of
21 it. Now, they are riding me for to - to try 1o get me 1o pay

22 the-remain on that equipment that they foreclosed on. Istill

23 own the land, but I'm leasing the land. I got to '89, I think

24 -- Imean '99, | think it is, to maybe get somebody to buy the

17 so0 we could make the payments easily once a year, a lower

18 payment. Went to-the bank, asked them for the money, the bank
told us $18,339 a year. But at that rate, we cannot afford
that, : : .

21 Thank you, ma’am. - - '

22 o

23 COMMENT BY: RALPH BROWN - :

24 How ybu doing. My name is Ralph Brown. . I'm from
Pataula County, Alabama. And I have a farm out there through

‘ Page 110
1 disaster through 90 through '93. We filed for disaster and
2 then they had all to come back, said in, you know, investigating
3 it. All we did was carry our bills down, and they went through
4 thcznanddxypaidusqffforwhatwehaditin."'rhen they came -
5 back in '96, and said we owed some money back on it. So, I
6 don’t know what going to be the outcome of other year, but
7 thatsﬂ:elatstIhmrdfromthcm That’s it.
8 ) B
9 COMMENT BY: JEROME TUCKER )
10 " I'm Jerome Tucker from Valdosta, Georgia.
11 committee member of the Lowndm-Bchols Fsa. - And I have my
12 concerns about the operation ‘committee in writing. And Iwould
13 like to leave these with ~ at this time. I've had problems _
14 getting information about programs, getting access. to the
15 records in the office, information that I feel I'm entitled to
16 as being a county committec member. [See "Exhibits™]
17 : '
18 COMMENT BY: JOYCE WALTERS ,
19 I'm from Brooks County, Quitman, Georgia. Well, our
20 problem is.coming from Madison County. We were buying a farm
|21 there and we gdt burnt out and that's why we ended up .in
22 Quitman. Okay. We bought the farm, this farm in Quitman,
23 through Farmers Home Administration. When we got the farm we
24 did not know, Production Credit did not disclose to us, that
25 there was a violation with the EPa and there was a disease

18

25 land. And I'm going to try to do that. But the equipment, they

“Page 112

1 just went ahead and foreclosed on, becaisse I was behind it, in

2 the payments on it. But I really think if they had of waited

3 until this fall. Sold it early in March, February or March of
.4 last year, they would have gotten way more out of it. In that
5 time no one was buying farm equipment at that time,
5 .
7 COMMENT BY: JERRY BLACK
Yes, my name is Jerry Black.” Same address 971 Oliver

9 Highway. I attended Abraham Baldwin in '75 and got a degree in
10 management. I've filled out farm loans from 78 until now. I
11 have been denied farm loans by FHA from several different
12 directors that -~ over FHA. Themson that I was told one
13 time, my father was losing his farm, be bad equipment and they
14 told me they could not loan me operating money.to, in order to
15 use his particular equipment, because FHa had borrowed some ‘
16 money on the equipment from FHA and it was really their
17 equipment. :
18 I was told that there was no nnnonty program that was
19 setaside. I tried to get my son in 4-H. I've won state
20 championship showing cows since 1968. I tried to get my son
21 involved invi‘t and they told me there was no program, when I

22 know that there was a minority youth program going on. And I

23 obtained information from Atlanta. But in my county, I was told
24 by Mr. Evans in Statesboro, who is over the FSa now, that there
25 was no program. If I find out any more information on it, to
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I come and let him know. And when I did. they Just said the moncy 1 wouldn't pay me any insurance. So, for the last four to five

2 was depleted. 2 years, I've been catching slack from the ascs office. But, you

3 And I wanted 10 make another statement. I can get a 3 know, like they said, there's certain farmers, you know, that .

4 job on every big farm, far as managing a farm. But then I was 4 these guys sitting on the AsCS board and that's running these

5 told that I would have to go through a management program, but 5 ascsoffices, they let them know when stuff is coming down the

6 I've managed several farins of 10,000 acres, 5.000 acres, for 6 pipeline so they can get it before we do. That's it. .

7 several different ones in the county and surrounding counties. 7 v

8 But I can't operate management of a farm. And my father has 8 COMMENT BY: RAYMOND E. OLDS

9 farmed for 49 or 50 acres -- I mean years. And I have came up 9 My name is Raymond E. Olds. Address is 501 -- 5701

on the farm farming all my life. And I just wanted to know why '
do I get these runarounds when I'm trying to apply for a loen in
order to establish a farming operation.

mme b et
WM e O

COMMENT BY: MARCUS DASHER

My name is Marcus Dasher. I'm from Vidalia, Georgia.
My complaint is with FHa, at first, Farmers Home Administration.
1 applied for a loan the first year, I, you know, started,
decided to farm on my own. And I ran into the problem. The
19 first thing they told me that I was ineligible to farm because -
20 Ididn't know how to farmn. And I'd been farming ever since I
21. was -- well, before I was 14. But when I became 14 years of
22 age, I had to run my fathér's farm for him sometime.
23 The second year, when [ came back to magam, they
24 did the identical same thing, as far as giving my money. And ‘
25 six months after I applied for it. And they didn't buy me any

bt s e
00 ~3 O ta H

10" Wimbleton Court, Cambellton, Florida; Jackson County.
i1 Okay. Ijust want to speak briefly about my problem

12 with farming. [ started farming in '77. And the Farmers Home

13 Administration, I received farm operating loans all the way

14 through 1987. And from that time, I was denied an operating

15 loan and I was farming out of my pocket and using my motber's
16 and father's work salary, who works 40 hours a week to belp

17 operate my operating costs, my farming. And I was denied a loan
18 w Farmers Home in 1991. 1 was --my farm account was
19 accelerated and I was asked to pay up in full. And I could not
20 appeal my rights to reorganize my farming operation.

21 And at that point, [ didn't bave no money to pay up in -
22 full, so I waited to — last year, in 1995, 1 was foreclosed on

23 - somry; 1995 I was foreclosed on, and I was forced into

24 Chapter 12. And did a Chapter 12. I was -~ had 10 get my land
25 appraised and livestock and equipment. And the Farmers Home
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equipment other than a harrow and a row cutter, you know, and
still didn't assist in buying me a tractor o, to do this
process with. Ihad o then - and see of going to a bank and
doing the same thing and get me a loan for a tractor, and stuff
like that. And I farmed there for two years and ] seen that
they woukin't buy me a farm that I was eligible for buying and
stuff. Which they had told me, made me the promise after the
first year if 1, you know, showed some good favoritism, that
they would do it.

They reneged on their end of the deal, so I decided
I'd just give it up because I seen that they was trying to get
two birds with one stone, to a certain extent, you know, as far
as getting my daddy out and ruining my reputation just as they
was speaking as, once we get you in bad standings, you cannot
reapply for these loans-again. -So, I just said — you know,
sold what equipment they bought me and said y'all have it.

So, seven years, seven 1o eight years later afterwards
1 had moved off and I caine back when my father got ill and
decided to run my family farm. I ran into a situation through
the Ascs office then, because I wasn't eligible to apply for FHA
loan. So, what I was doing was just working out of my pocket,
and every time programs came up, ['d be the last 10 know, or
cither they would cut me or subsidize on me. The first year
24 was there, they took and zeroed my peanuts out and they wouldn't

DI DD DD R bt b bt b e e et b b e
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1 Administration appraised it so high that I couldn't afford to go
2 through the Chapter 12. But now I'm into a Chapter 7. And ask-
3 1o forgiveness of that -- this could be looked into. And ]
4 really need someone to look at this high property appraisal. My
S land is appraised very high, more than it's worth. And they do
6 that in order 10 keep me from going through the Chapter 12.
7 Thank you.
8
9 COMMENT BY: DAVID PROCTOR
10 My name is David Proctor from Monticello. My question
11 is, the pFa, 1d like to give a — the program they got, I'd
12 like to, I'd like to try to get into the program. But
13 understanding that what we need, to start something small, you
14 know, I mean, you know, it's -~ you know, I mean, I never had
15 dealed with FFa before. I would like to know where I can get
16 some mformatzon on it, more about it .
17

|18 COMMENT BY: HERBERT MAXWELL

19 Okay. My name's Herbert Maxwell, Monticello, Florida.
20  Okay. All the organization that they have is good if they
21 do what they are designed to do, because what we're lookmg
22 athereis mdangc:ed species of the black farmer. I mean,

23 youcome 10 Florida, you sec "Save the manatee," "Save the
24 Flonda cougar.” They should have a state tag, "Save the

25  black farmer,” because they're going to be extinct. Like
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1 all these loans being denied before you even sit down. 1 which is very contradictory. And these kinds of regulations *

2 That seem like what it's designed to do, to wipe out the 2 prevent farmers from obtaining the type of assistance that they

3 small farmer, white or black: but specifically the 3. need. :

4 minority. Everybody have to fold or foreclose, I mean, the ' 4 Also, 1 would ask that the financial institutions,

S big people just expand. That's it. - S such as farm service agencies, to assist us in working with the

6 6 farm, financial management and loan servicing. That also will

7 COMMENT BY: SOPHIA GLENN 7 avoid us getting to those points of foreclosure whereas a lot of

8 Okay. My name is Sophia Glenn. I'm in Tallahassee, 8 times it's not easy for us to belp these people at that point.

9 Florida and I work with small farmers in north Florida. 1have 9’ That's all.

a couple issues [ want to addmss - I would like for someone to

10

11 address. 11 COMMENT BY: WILLIE HEAD, JR.
12 I work with Cooperatives’ Association, the North 12 My name is Willie Head, Jr. I'm from Brooks County, :
{13 Florida Cooperative in Jackson; it's based out of Jackson 13 _Georgia, county seat Quitman, Georgia. My complaint is on FSA.
14 County, Florida. I would like to know if they will be more 14 Tentered into Fsain 1981, my county supervisor, Mr. Charles )
15 -assistance for cooperative organizations, more so than 15 Bryant, I applied for a loan to buy my father’s farm. I was
16 individual farmers, based on the fact that thcy'ré more 16 approved, the loan was approved. And in that, [ had certain
17 organized and more promise for production or more productive 17 debts I was supposed: to pay off to acquire the land with a clear
18 outcomies. 18 deed. .
19 Also would like to know if there is some kind of 19 After 1 paid off these certain debts, after I bad
20 assistance or farm diversification or changing farm enterprises. 20 acquired my loan for a certain amount, after I received the
21 Because most of the farmers are recurrent farmers who are not 21 loan, then I was told by my county supervisor that there were
22 producing enough and are not making any income ‘from these |22 other debts that I had 10 pay off with the money that Thad
23 enterprises and -- but at the same time, they don't have money 23 received to operate with. Ihad to use part of that money td
24 to -~ they don't have money to change enterprises. They are 124 pay off those other debts. I was improperly informed by my
25 still changes in equipment and other things that they would 25 county supervisor, which in turn started me off in a neganve
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1 need, to change enterprise. With the changw that these farmers .1 position, because I had to use my operating capital, a portion
2 would make, and most of the counties that they are working, they 2 of my operating capital to pay off existing debts that I was
3 would be in vegetable production. And the vegetable production | 3 told beforehand that I didn't have to pay.
4 requires irrigated farms. And most farmers don't bave that 4 Okay. As I made my way through Farmers Home up until
S money to invest into irrigation. So, would there be some type . 5 1986, I paid Farmers Home approximately $17,000 in 1985. L also
-6 of cost-share assistance for farmiers 1o do such a thing. 6 paid Production Credit $6,000 in 1985, which was a total of
7 Addressing the farm service agency issues. As I work 7 $23,000. I owed a balance of $7,000 to Farmers Home. And when
8 as a financial manager for small farmers, I would like to know 8 I went to reapply for my loan, after paying $17,000, I was
9 or get more information on farmers who are facing financial 9 refused. And I was refused until 1994,
10 problems and disasters. There's a lack of information given to 10 So, 1 hadn't been able to get a loan.  And I quit
11 me to belp such farmers. And hopefully, this will avoid some - 11 applying after 1994. So, now, [ am in a pdsition where I only
12 will avoid getting to the farmers at the end point when they're 12 owe Farmers Home about 7500 to $8,000 with interest. They tell
13 in foreclosure. Which is not very much that we can do at that 13 me that because I don't have any land in Farmers Home, only
14 time. So, we would just like more assistance and more {4 equipment, I did not qualify for an FHa loan. Now, I owe them
15 communication with the financial institutions, such as farm 15 less than most applicants, but I'm not able to receive any ..
16 service agency to assist us in belping these farmers. 16 monies from Farmers Home. I think that's an unfair policy. I
17 To also, to address farm service agency. There are, 17 know farmers who owe them thousands and thousands of doﬂars and
18 TI've found there are lots of problems with interpretation of the 18 they're able to get money. But I only owe a'small amount and I
19 regulations. The interpretation is t0o broad and it's open to 19 can'tgetit. Ican'tget anything. So, I'm filing this
20 any type of intcxprefation. For example, a person applies for - |20 complaint on behalf of those who owe small amounts of money,
21 a beginning farm loan. And the requirements for a beginning 21 should still be able to borrow money. Thank you. )
22 farm loan is you must not have farmed in the past ten years or 2 [END OF SPEAKERS)
23 more. Then at the same time, they give you a stipulation that 23
24 you must qualify for a farm ownership loan also, which states 24
25 you have - you must have farmed one in the past five years; 25
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I, Rene Amstrong, do hersby certify that the reported

the foregolng comments of the USDA Civil Rights Listening

Session held on January §, 1997, in Albany, Georgia.

This 19th day of January, 1997.

RENE A. ARMSTRONG, CVR CCR

GEORGIA CERTIFICAYE WO. B~1735

WARREM OANIELS
CBCIL BRLL
ﬁiLLIB ADAMS
JAMES HALL
BOWARD JAMES
DR. BOOKMAN
MILES ROBINSON
ERNESY HOMARD
WELTON LONG
MALCOLM FRERMAY

UNIDENTIFIRD SPEAKER

GREEN, ¥L
SELMA, AL
GREENSBORD, GA

MONTICELLD, PL

TERRELL COUNTY, GA

TUSKEGRE, AL

CLAY COUNTYY, FL

DEWY ROSE, GA

-2

86
90
91
93
95
97
98

101

102

COMMENTS BY SPEAKERS AFTER SESSION CONCLUDRD

JAMES S0ODSOw

BAINBRIDGE, GA

- COLOUITY COUNTY, GA

GREERVILIE, GA
CARROLLTON, GA

PATAULA COUNTY, AL

105
106
107
108
109
109
110
110
111
112
113
115
116
116
117
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INDEX OP SPEAKERS DURING LISYENING SESSION

WILLIE HEBAD, JR.
TIRSO MORENO
ALFREDO BAHEMA
SUZANWE SHINGLER
CARL PARKS

FRED DANIBLS
DAVID BARMHART
JNES PERRY
MELVIE CROMB
LENIS PETERSON, JR.
LAMAR CORBIN
JANES MAYS

MAIE DAMKINS
m FIRLDS .
PATRICIA WILLIANS
ROBERT HAMKINS
PORTIA BOLMES
MALTER PRANKLIN
LEOM CROX
ARTHUR RHYERS
EENNETH BROWN

* ALPRED WALKER
GEORGE HALL

CBARLRS HARRIS

BROOKS COUNTY, GA
RPOPKA, FL
AEOPKA, FL
ALBANY, GR

ASHBURM, GA

" BLAKELY, GA

MOSTICRLLO, VL
UNION SPRINGS, AL
FOMESVILLE, SC
1.8, VIRGIN ISLANDS
COLOUTTT COUNTY, GA
IESLIE, GA
mmsvxm, L
BROOKS COURTY, GA
10 BGGS, FL
WENTON, GA
NARIANKA, L
GRACEVILLE, FL
ERNSBURG, sc
COTTOMDALE, FL
BURNA VISTA, GA
MONTICELLO, FL
BOLIGEBE, AL

LERSBURG, GA
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15, 119
18
20
23

T2s

28
31
33
37
42
45
438
52
53
55
&3
64
67
10
72
73 .
76
9

24
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