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Civil Rights Listening Forum
January 7, 1997

Agricenter International

Jerry Lee, Chair of the State FAC opens the program. -

Good Evening, Ladies and 'Gen‘demen, we still have 2 or 3 seats up here in the

front ... those of vou that aren’t Baptist '(léughté;). Permit me to infrcduce myself

to yoﬁ -' I'm Jerry L’eke, Stafe Coﬁservationist fox; the USDA Natural Resources

~ Conservation Ser’fzice here in Tenﬁessee and this evening I will be serving in the

capacity of the Teﬁnessee Food and Ag Council corﬁmittee chgirperson as well

as modefating this diScussion this evening. Let 'xh‘e first of all welcorﬁe .you to

: Memphis. those of you that are from out §f téwn and I know that we have a

“number here and this is é good group and we expect good things out of this
group this evehing. Let me wélcome you to Mémphi’s apd to Agricénter
International. We would like to thaﬁk you for taking yéur time Qut to be here A
this evenihg and to voice ;:oncems that you may have about USDA prograxﬁs

with the USDA Seécretary, the Honorable Dan Glickman and his Civil Rights
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Action Téam. There ’are éome folks hefe tonight that I would like to introduce to
yoﬁ and ydu ‘kndw,\ always run th¢ risk when you do tﬁis of niissing someone but
I know that.we have DaVe M‘chole', Dave is up here at the head ‘fab’ie, who is a
member of the Tenﬁessée FAC - Daye hold up jzouf hand if they dori’t see your
’néme card. James Sanders who ,is repreSenting the State Director rof Rural
Development and we have a State Direct;or of Rural Development in the
audiencé, Mr. John Ed*;vards -J th, Where are _you? J ohnr is from Arkansas and
we’re glad to have you ‘here y-‘we Welcome you and you have a lot of constituents
here this evening and that’s goo'd. There are also Asome fepresentatives of our

- congressional delegation here this evening. Mr. Joe Hill and Shirley Merger - Did
Shirley get here, Joe? There you'a:'je. These félks represent the»C’ongre‘ssman |
John Tanner of our 8th‘congre'ssional district here in Tennessee. Did Mr. Ke'n“
Scroggs make it? Werll,y he’ll probaBly be on his way, here shortly he represents
congressman Ed Bryant’s ofﬁce. 'Yourv prééence here this evening indicafceé your .
'commitmeni to letting us know what changes need to happen be your being here
just as Secretary thkmé.n and his act1§n team indicate the;r commitment to
make your suggested changes areality. And I would like to thank the Secretary
" and his team for showing an interest and coming to Memphis and to Tennessee to |

-visit with usthis evening. We have a panel of distinguished guestst to initiate
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dialogue with you and yoﬁr commimity. The first thing I'd like to do is introduce
to you Mr. Pearlie Reed who serves as the Civil Rights Action Team Leader for

the Secretary’s Civil Rights Initiative. Pearlie, would you come forward please?

~ Pearlie Reed: Gc-)od evenirig, Thénk'you very much,‘ Jerry. Before I introduce the
-Secretary I’d like to ask the action team members to make Self introductions.
“Joyce can we start with yoﬁ? My name is Joyce Willis, ‘(P.earlie: Please stand so
that .the'y caﬁ all recognize you) My name is Joyce Willis? I am the Civil Rights
Liaison to the Assistant secretary for Marketing and Regulatory Programs.i My
name is Bob Whiting, I’'m Chief Information Management Division, office of the
. Chief Inforrhati-on Ofﬁf:er. My name is Karen Messmore and I’m with the Food
Safety and Inspection Service Human Resourcﬁ_es‘ My name is Sdm Thorton with
the office of the Secretary. Robert Cole, qumer USDA employee in Farmer’s
Home. Good evenihg, Wilbﬁr’t Peers, ASsociaté Administrator, Rﬁral Business
Service and Rural Development Mission Area. My name is Mon Yee and I'm .{hé
Assistant State Conservationist for thé former Soil Consérvétion Service now
known as NRCS kin Porﬂand, Oregon. G';)od evening, my name is Ra;zdy Weber,
I'm the Associate Administrator of the Farm Service Agency. (Pearlie speaks):

Three other quick introductions I’d like to make Kathy Gugulis, Kathy would -
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yoﬁ stand? Kathy is the Chief of staff for this activity; Sénya Neal who is o.nf'that
\ sfaff and George Robinson, George, who is the Direc_to'r of Civil Righfs at the

Department of Agricu‘lture. So with your permjlssion, Mr. Secretary, I will rﬁake

my introduction 6f you very, vgry brief and just aék all of you to join-me in

welcoming the Honqrable Secretary of Agriculture, Dan Glickman. (Applause)

Secretary Dan Gliékmén speaks: Thank you, Pearlie. You know, I remember - I
was in the US Congrcss for 18 years and talk about short introductions, ﬁe first
ﬁime I ever went horﬁe or one oyf‘ the first times Ivspok'e at a Lions Club or Rotary
Club - and I had just spentt a few mohths in Congress, and I was in;troduced in the
following way: and now folks, let’s hear the latest d(‘)pe“from Washington
(Iaﬁghter) s;':) I hope that’s not what you have today. What you have today is
‘people from Washington who are ihterested - not.jn.lst Washington - you heard
there are people frorﬁ outside of Washington working at USDA - who are |
interested in trying to ﬁnd out what we can do better to change the attitude and
“the perfonnancé of this departrnent insofar z.xsvthe way we treat‘ our employees
and the way wé treat our customers. And Abraharh Lincoln set this departmént
up in i862 to be the people’s departmént - that’s what he called it ) USDA. And

in many respects we have done our mission well, in some areas we have failed.
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And our goal today is to hold a seri‘efs - 'this is one of a series of maﬁy listening
sessions we’re holding all over the country. We héld' one this morning in New
Orleans and one yesterday in Albany, Ge’orgia.‘ I’'m goi‘ng to Halifax, North
Carolina tomorrow for one. Going around the cduntry télking to - mpstly try to
talk to farmers and ranchers and people Qh'o"vé utilize the services of USDA -

. thé Farrher’s Home Adminisfratioh, the old ASCS, the newVfar‘m Service
Agency, Rural Development, the Forest Service, Food Safety, Food Nutrition are
all a big part‘ of this very lafge departrﬁerit of ours to figure out how are we

| treéting you’? Are we treating you with dignity with faimess or are we handling
our jobs in a wrong and inappropriaté way. The ?residen’t has asked me to do this
and it is sémething to me that is rn‘ore impdrtant frankly than let’s say whét our -
farm commodiiy p;rograms look like or how we run theDépartfnent of |
Agricultui‘e. The most impprtant thing for me isAto figure out that we serve the
constituents of this country thé taxpayers of this cc.mntry; fairly, without
difference befween what sémebody looks like or where somebody is from. The .
hiétory of this Department is not stellar when it comes to issues of discrimination
and rnos.t‘of gur eniployees do a good job but the Department Qf Agriculiure i;
differen‘; from most other deparfménts of ‘govérnment. The rea‘sonAfor that is the

way the department is set up and ruh most of the day to day decisions and
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,ﬁmétions of the.dAepanment are‘,run at the county ofﬁce level. ’and to some extent
thé state office level, But at the \cc')ﬁn‘ty office level, by often faﬁner— elected _
committeemen and couhfy executive directors who have the authérity to mak_e a
lot of decisions on a day to day basis. That means} the department of Agriculture
is mut:h m§re decentralized than most ch'er départments of government for |
example, like the Social Security Adminiéfrétion in which their district offices
havé very little auihority‘but here the folké at'the couﬁty and district office have a
lot of authority. And I think our goal is to make sure that any kind of
discrimination, any kind éf lax civii rights enf§rcement, any kind of inadequate
outreach and service to énybody - to minofities, to anybody is just éiﬁlply
upacceptable. . So the purpose of these listening sessions under the leadership of
f’earlie Reed whois a long“ time diétiriguished 'caréef emﬁloyee with the Natural

~ Resources Conservation Servic¢ is to basically hear you, hear what }'you have to

- say, pérhaps to let us know how ﬁoﬁ migﬁt have Been ~1:>erson'alrly been wrongéd,
what would be particularly useful is to tell us how we can impfbvg: the operations
c;f the bépaﬁrﬂent of Agriculture toA méke things better. We do a very important
thing - We help this couﬁtfy producé a stable supply of food and fiber which is
more important than‘ax‘ly wea;labns' system in £he woﬁd. Americais a co’unt‘ry |

which has been blessed by a land of pienty and our department is largely the
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department that is résponsible for making sure that people have food and thaf we
have a stfong ruré} base in this country, but it is not a department that wants the
reputation of not treating it;- peopie well. So that’é why we’re here.. Most of what
you’re ‘go,ing Ito Inear\frorn u§ today is riothing more than listening fo you. We
want to know what you have to ‘thinl‘c‘.-‘wh‘ere you think we can do betfer. I have
a;keci Mr. Pearlie Reed to i)ut togethef this civil rights action teain that you see
before you. Th‘ejy are fo make recc;mmenddtions to me in and vab.out’ 30 days from
now - thereabouts and as I’ve told him that we’re going to d0‘éur best to
implement those recommendations v?hether thgt means making interﬁai changes
within USDA off seeking statutory authority from Congress to maké changes. if
we need to make and let me mention one other goal - one other goél istotry to
have an agriculture - an America wheret‘ young people, where new farmers, where
small farmers, where minority farmers can see that you can have an economic
piece of America and make a productive liiziﬁg SO we can sfop this trend toward
rapid 'consolida;t.ion in agriculnﬁe anci we can start a trend to get more people into
rural America could be in rural entrepreneurship rural jobs and in fural
agriculture as well, so that’s all part of what we’re trying to do. I ai:)preciate your

being here - I take this matter seriously, for example I ordered a halt to pending

farm foreclosures until such time as we can take a review to see if there is any
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legitimécy té claims 6f discrimination in these pérticular case$ that are gqing on
and that we are doiﬁg that right now and so this is impo;‘taﬁt to uS. I thank you
very much for your coming out ‘fonight in such great nurhbers'and I will also
hope that you will speak to us as honestls' and as fortl}righﬂy as you cé.n. Thank

you all very much. (apﬁlause)

Jerry Lee: 'fhénk you Mr. SeCfetary and 1th me r;eiterate the fact that we’re
honpred t§ have you with us in Memphis-, Tennessee this evening albng witﬁ
your staff. We have -avéilable_ for you as you have already detennirvledaan
interpféter and signef. I hope that those of you that need that kind of assistance
Va‘md servi;:e will note that he?e at the front. Again as the Secretary has said and as
- Pearlie has said the purpose of this meet‘ir;g‘this evening is a ’list.ening session and
it’s just that - to listen. The panel desires to hear your comments and concerns. I
understand that they may interrupt yoil at time tq't‘ime to ask youa qu;:stion and
clarify a point that you-méy havé made. But they will not be in a position to-
answer any ciuestions. They’re her%a to listén. We héve a number of péople who
have $ignéd up this eveﬁing to make statements, so consquenﬂy we are going to
pﬁi a time factor ‘on each speaker and that wili be 5 minutes. You will be signaléd

at the point that you have one additional minute remaining and I would certainly
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ask your cooperation, you know it’s difficult to moderaie V\?ith the Secretary of
Agriculturé sitti:ng on:thé podilim. So I would ask your cooperation and
indulgence if you’re not able to complete your statement in the allotted five -
minutes, then orie of the staff will meet w'ith yoﬁ on the side where you can
complete your s1:at§meht at that time. If there arevthose in here that Would’ like to
make comments, but didn’t sign up because you don"t want to speak for one
reason or another, we: will have 2 §omment boxes - one in this room and one
outside for your written cémments. Please noté that identifying yourself in any
shape? form or fashion, by name telephone nﬁmber, address,_ or what‘ everis
strictly optional on your part. You can still niake yéur @ritfen comments
anonymously if you so desife. So, at this point in time we will begin, I have a list
here of thdse of you that have asked to make comments and just in case
something you say intrigues s’omeoﬁe in the audience who did not sign up we’re
going to kind of vary it a bi; aﬁd get as mﬁéh audience participation in this effort -
as possible. And al#é, please bear with me if I don’t get these hamés exactly right
and I hope that you’ll come up after the session and tell me how to correctly

pronounce your name if I miss something along the way. Mr. Tom Borrell.
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Tom Borrrell - Covington TN : Ycur Honor, Glickman and to Mr. Reed aﬁd’ to
your action team my name is Mr. Tom Borrell. I'm from ‘Covingt’on, Tgnnessee
ahd thank you for this opportuﬁity to speak to yéu th;isvaf;tem'oovn. Approxiﬁlate}y |
15 years ago, myself and a group of other minority farmers staged a proté%t

: against ce‘r"ta'in procedures against the Departrhent of Agriculture in Covington,
Tepneéséé. And Mr ~GIiékmaﬁ, I‘m very. glad té) heéfyou éay“ the Department of
Agricﬁltﬁré has séme successes and some failures. One o.f the things t;haf we
noted then" was more particularly some of the failﬁfes fhat were adminisfrated | “
upon the African American co‘mAmunity. According to USDA census, the year of
1910, Bl_ack people aned appréximately 16 millién‘ acres of lané in this |
country. Acgofding to those same statistics today, African 'Arnericans. own less
than approximately 4 million acres. One of the things'thét we maintain in 1981
which was whén' we héd the pro';est‘in Covington, Tennessee is thaf among other
~ things certain policiés whether iﬁadveftent or otherwise, thét were .advmi‘.nistr}ated
by the Depgrtrhent of Agriculture m general and at that time Farmér’s Home |

" Administration in particuqu succeeded in as I said inadvertently or 6th_erWise rin'
rendering Africafl Arhericans{ la;ldless.f Most African American purchased their
‘land in 1910 and the o&;ef yéars that made uﬁ that 16 ‘million acre§ of land not

‘because we were speculators, not because we were Wall Street investors, but
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because we were pfoducers. We grew cotton, soybeans, and we grew tc_bacco.'
We had large fathilies at thgt' time. So we were producers. But what we’re
maintaining is that once you minimize the likelihood that an individual is
produétive, then theproliferatioh of cash, the ability to service debt that is
associated with that production is going to rénder that individual Iandleé;s or that
. ~cofnmunity landless. Wh‘en individuals receive monies as they dici thén’ and I'm
sure in some cases still today - when individual farmers receive monies to grow
crops in July, Septémber and August, as we can dq_cument and I’m sure that your
records will substantiate that we did - we say unlike a corporation that’s making
a product for instance General Mofors will make an automobile they can make
tha; automobile on Januéry 1 or July 1 and that quantity will not vary, but in

- farming as we all know you can’t ultimatdy plant cotton, you can’t ultimately |
grow soybeans. We maintain that he;re agajn as a result of certain policies then
and we believe now, that the reason that Black pedple are almost landless today
and we are, is almost attributable directly to the inability of the Department of
Agriculture in general to make funds unavailable to us on a timely basis. You
also said that here agaiﬁ decentralization i}s one of the functions or make up the
characteristics of the Departmenf of Agriculture. We then and ﬁrobably do now

attribute certain problems to this form of decentralization. We maintain that sure,


http:Departme.nt
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there may have been good reasbns why programs were impiemented in

* Washington, but rendering those programs or the delivery process of those
programs did not reach the farmers in'the rural,'counties. We think tha;, if
Aanythiﬁg producti\/e.is going to éome out of ‘this meetiﬁg, not only a recognition -
that Black Americans; African Americéﬁ férmeré havé been slighted by the
Department of Agricﬁltufe is gding to be one thing that we must hénestly admit
to, we als’o ﬁa\;e to admit that the De;aartment of Agricplturg has been a |
cocOnspirath inadvertently or otherwise to that problern. and fhat the vast number
;che hundreds of thousands of black families that ha\(é been &isplaced, careers that
’have been ruined as ‘a result of that or those policies someWh_ére there shbuldv be
reparétions‘ It’s goo'd‘to knéw that you’re saying we’re not going to ha\;e
foreciosurés,bﬁt what are you go‘i_ng to ao about those hundreds of thous;inds of

-~ acres of land that have bgefl lost hundreds and thouéands of Black farmers who
‘have beeh put ‘c;ut of business because of the poliéies that were ,adverse to them.
And in my élosing I think that if change is to be made one of our observations
then and I hope that I'm wrong today, but I do believe that the current syétem of
'rendering funds é-vailable to' African Americans in this cou'nt.ry that the syéteni is

: tqfally completely and incapable of abdommbdatirié_the change that’s going fobe

necessary . Thank' you for your time.




Memphis CR Listening Forum . 13 ' 1/18/97

Jerry Lee: Thank you', Tom. Mattie Mack. Kentucky

~ I'would like to say Good Eveniﬁg to éveryone and to our Se;retary,' Dan
Glickman and iaH the distingui_shed memBers up there - we have enough up there
to make this thing right fo r farmers. We are here ﬁot because we wanted to
bec.ause we have to. Thingé are real rough on the farm.‘I’ve been a;farmer all my'
life. I raised my children on the farm. Educated therﬁ on the farm and I raised 38
foster children én the farm. I had no trouble with thevchildren..Farrning is
sc;rnething to a small farmers héart. People say, well, why do .you want to farm?
Why don’t you just get out? We can’t be’caﬁse there’s a‘ lot of values and a lot of
culture there that we have instilled in all our children and our friends. We would
like to see the small farmers continue to farm with low interest loans. We want a
loan, but very low interest. We need to get aheaci. We ‘re behind and I don’t see

| if we d(‘)I.l’tv get some help tonight. I dqn’ty see too muéh happehing with the

~ Secretary Department. We have been hollering, we have been complaining, no
one seems to care. This opens my eyes and let us k‘nqw t;hat you are here and you
Want to hear our cry and our plead. I can rest fairly good tonight knowing that all

of you all will hear us and hear our plea so we can maintain staying on the farm
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and wérking on the farrn.'O‘u‘r cattle, we need better prices for our cattle, it’s )
awful and a shafne how we work hard fééding those cattle in all kinds of weather
and we sell them and we just‘ don’t come out. We buy fertilizer and the fertilizer
going highér and higher gvery ye'é.r - ﬁdthing’s coming doWn. Our pfoduc;e that

- we sell is down. We are hurtiné, not on'lyv on the oufside, but inside and the inside
is what we want t§ make better. We waﬁt all of these distinguished people her’é to
hear our cry. Because there’s nothing else that I know how to do but t§ farm and
when I think about faﬁning, thé bible Says in 2nd Timothy and the Sth verse says
that the farfner thaf does ihe hardest work should get the first share of his harveéi
and we get the last. Now sometﬁing going to have to come on up. We’re way
behind wh'at God said to do. So, we’re going to have to come up and the far_rﬁer
we don’t mind Qorking hard, we don’t mind sweating, we don’t mind getting

| dirfy; but when we sell our products, we want to make sure thét we get édequate

good prices. Ahd‘ when we work in tobacco, Kentucky is known for the burley

tobacco, and we have some top burley tobacco, and we want better prices for our . :

tobacco. If the cigarettes goes up why can’t the priées of tobacco go up. We
should have 2 dollars a pound for tobacco. Cartons of cigarettes are o;it of sight
and we’re still down on the bottom. We \}}ant to come ub on top this year for

1997. And I was glad to hear the Secretary say about the young people going
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back on the farm I have 3 sons and a grandson and they come up and help me ‘on
the farm. They would love to ’build a house there on the farm, but it’s no living,
you can’t just farm and méke a liyiﬁg, yéu have to erk outside because nothing
is penﬁane'nt on the farm. And I’m'ho’ping and praying that we can. gf—;t these
farmérs here that"s. here a better price, a bgttef everything better, ‘make it better,
we’ve been down - we can’t borrow money,' fhey look at you" like, you know, .
your farm is paid for, everything’s paid for and you still can’t borrow, 'yéﬁ don’t
have enough collateral. So thing’s are going to have to get better for the farme;. -
We don’t look for a handout. We are not ﬁp h.ere begging. We just want you all -

to make things better for us so we can continue to farm. Thank you. (applause)

Jerry Lee: And thank you. I have been reminded to tell you that we are recording
these proceedings so that the te.am can review these tapes at anytime that they
would need to to get some points clarified. I have also been reminded that we
request yéu to give your name, county and your state so that’s another point thét

I missed. Alvin O’Neill. -

Good evening. My name is Alvin O’Neill, Somerville TN. I'll be real short. If

you didn’t hear us 15 years ago when we went into Farmer’s Home
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Administrativon in Covington, I wonder will you hear me today? We are still

- asking the same ‘thi\ng’. Justice - same thing. Thank you.

© Jerry Lee: Thank you. Rev. Jones - Seel J ones. Revefend Jones? Ts the Reverend

still in the room? Okay, We’ll come back to him later on. William Mack.

' Thank yoﬁ,‘ Fm Williem Mack from Vanderburg Kentucky and‘ my county’.s{
Mead county and I'm i/efy glad to be here tqnight to express my opinion on the
farm. As I ‘ve said many,‘ t'imes don’t piany get the Qpportﬁnity to come the way
that I ﬁave - my wife just spoke. I worked at a chemicél company for 30 years
and thank_goodness*l was able to‘reﬁre 2 years ago and we boﬁght our farm in
1964 with just a down payment. I had to work full time at the chemical eompaﬂy
swing shift. 8to 4, 4 to 12 and gmidhight and we had a litt.le'less than 100 aeres '
 back in 1964. We had-to work, ’our ehildren had to work o'n’,the farm, I hadto
work swmg Shlft to hold the farm And now thlS is 1997 I retlred and had a
-good high paymg _]Ob one of the best in the state of Kentucky The job I had was‘
college edueanonpalthoughl didn’t get the _]Ob I was supposed to get when I went
to the company back in 1966, but 1 worked up to it. But in 1997, it’s still the

same way. When a good paymg _]Ob we had to keep a good paying JOb to keep the
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. farm going. And we didn’t buy the best of equipment we bought used equipment.

We bought the 50 horsepower tractor and right n(Sw we just purchased a 70 i

horsepower traét;or, just pUrche;sed? that a few months ago to try to make it easier

as you get older. So,‘I’m just wondering where are we going? We try to

encourage our young people to come on the farm. How cah you encoﬁrage yoﬁng

people to come on.fhg farm when you are not making hothing for ;rourself? How

do you do it? Whére do we go from here? We have got to get the young people

back on the farm. How do you hoid yo‘ur‘ farm when you’re not making ﬁothing?

Now thié is true facts, we raised cattle, we‘raiséd ﬁogs? we raised Fobacco. We

- raised hay and we raised othér crops to supplement the farm and to keep th¢

gfound and the 'pastqre and all that going. But how do you do it? We’re here

t;might to -what are you all going to do to make the farm »better?'What can you

- do for a 100 acre farm? That’s what I'd like to know. Because I’'m 65 in the next

| few days and itkwas’ the.same' in 1964 as it is now. It‘was hard times then and it’s
harci times no;v. Where do we go? The pricels' are low, and the pricé is high at the
chgmidal plant. I worked at the chemicél company and I didn’t do hardly nothing
as many of you all who work in public jobs. You’re just there. And you‘may get

* paid big money. Then you go home and work until 10 o’clock at nigﬁt trying to

. feed the cattle and the hogs and you’re not making nothing. You all know it and
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you can make the big money on. the job, time and half, .doubl'e time §n holidays
and all that - triple time. Then you come home and you ¢an”; hardly feekd the

| hogs. You can’t take the money you feed thé hogs *;vi;ch and buy another hog. It’s
the same in Kentucky and Georgia and MissiSsippi and everywhére we go. It’s
everywhere.‘ So whzit I wént to know I have’a son, 22 yeafs old, he wants to farm,
but he sAaid Daddy’s done retired 30 years i\?orking and you can’t sell anﬁﬁing to
make anything off of it. You caﬁ’t sell 5 head of cattle and go back and buy one.
You all go sell a load of cattle and see how maﬁy you can buy back - you won’t
get nbthing. Where do we gd? VI’x-n \.zery glad to be heré, thank you for the
opportunity and I;m~ just wondering - as I grow older; and time is passing on I
woﬁld lil;é to éay where doq\ye go?4 You tell us, I’ll be glad to accept fche answer,

just tell us. Thank you.

Jerry Lee: Thank you, Mr. Ma\tck;;Well, we’vé had some excellent comments
made at this point and I quder if 'any of you in the audience who did not declare
your Willingness to Amake a commént hav'é been intrigued enough by these |
comments that you’ve changed your mind. Is therev anyoné in the audience that
would likg to make a statement? Yés sir, please come‘ forward and state your

name, county and city.
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Good evening everybody, I’'m Robert Smith from Arkansas. - I’'m one of the few
farmérs I believe someone oﬁ the stand probably know who I am. From Forest
City, I think Mr Reed knows whd I am. But what I want to say. is that in 1995,
I’m talking about FH &A. I know they CQH it Farm S’g:rvices or Whétever they call‘-A '
if now, but whe;t I want to say is that I don’t think I was treated right. I know I
was in debt, bﬁt I’m representing Jesse Smith farming cooperation which owns
about 460 acres of land at the time I farmed .abogt 1500 acres went ig that year
for a loan and I dén’ t know what happened, they say they gave me a
subordination - go to the bank to get the money. Now I thought if you geta
subordination, a bank should honor i it if you’ve got somebody in FHA pushing it.
But I don’t think that npbody in FH& A down there in that area was pushing it
beéause I went to every bank in sanfraﬁty county, monroe county, cross co‘untyv
and they cut the subordination downAand the bank that T had been doing business
with - I aip’t ggiing to call names - and the bank that I héd been doing busir;ess
with I could have the .subordiriation in 1994 and I paid them out. Now I might not
have met all the criteria for FH&A, but they gave me é subordination and that
bank wouldn’t honor the subordmatlon So that put me into you know what. And

to this day, Ican’t get no money. I don’t think I was fairly treated and need to
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talk to somebody about that bécéuse when you all issﬁe a suborciination, I figure
you ought t'o/ stand behind it aﬁ_d if the bank don’t do it, well if you interview me
and ,tlell‘me you got a 'hunc‘irgdnvthousand dollars, they’re going té put a security
for me, I believe the bank should honor the 100 thousand dolla;'s sarﬁe way |
FH&A would. If I was bgoi'ng to borrow 200 thousand dollars or whatever. S(‘)>

that’s what I’m here for tonight. I wasn’t treated fair. Thank you.

Mr. Glickman: Sir, if you would stay at the end after it’s over I’d like Randy
Weber, (Why don’t you raise your hand so they can see you) to talk with you.
He’s the honcho with the Farm Service Agency and he’s very, very capable man

- I want him to talk to you before you leave.

My name is John Clay, I’m‘from Frankfort, KY and I have a small farm. The
problem that we basically have in KY is that there"'s very few Black farmers.
Talk ab;)l:lt county agents - when you are the only Black farmer in a county, and
many counties are that way, you h?we little voice. Very rﬁuch that goes on,
yon’ré the last one to be notified of progréms. Usually they’ve been phased out
- when you get to us. Thé othg:r problem is that we are just like ghost péople. The

| Secretary very seldom hears about us. The nation very scldom hears about us.
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They _doh’t even realize that there are still Black farmers around“. Somehow, we
need to change that image. To getto young peopie and to get young people into
’famxing, you’_re.g‘oing to havé to first get tb these financial institutions. That’s the
key. Because for youhg people to get into faz;ming they ;u*e going to have to get
into machinery. They have to have fnachinery. The machinery cosfs as much as
the féi'm. So if we can I’d like to see, from toﬁ down, from Washington down
some kind of eduf:ation,,to get to these young people they need to get through thé
c’ouhty agent, land grant schools They need to be revamped all the way around
because ’ve»ry often what is happening is that the Black land granf schools are
'being'phased down and‘ the agricultufe programs in those séh'ools man& times are
nonexistent..Disc:ouraging young Blacks to even go info agriculture. We need to
turn all of this around, othérwiée, we .. mpst of these farmers are at the retirement
age, when we’re gone, our children are gone because many of them are already
-dis{:ouréged about entering. The financial situation yoﬁ’ve heard about that - |
ihat’s one of thé key things. The other is the black mark against all farmers.
There is no fufur«: in farming. We nged to change that around. There’s so many
things that needs to be dQne. This is not. just a Black issue, I think this is a farm
issue. I m;ean black and white, because what’s goipg to happen and we farmers

are all talking about that in Kentucky because of tobacco and the attitude in
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WaShiﬁgton towards the burleyj belt is that in smail farms with alternative

fafming and yét- like in Kentuéky, what altematiize 'd(“) we have? There’s no
processing p’lants in Kentucky for alternative cfops evén if we went to

vegetable‘s. We’d have to go 2 or 3 hundred miies if we grew alternative crops.

And y¢t from Washington down there’s no encoﬁragément to us as to how to

initiate - you don’t go into ksomefhinvg'unles.s you Unilateréliy plan it and yet

' they’re'telling us you plant it, you grow alternative }crops and then come to us -

because we don’t know what the answer is ourselves.

| Jerry Lee: Thank you, sir. We’ll take one more statement from the floor and then

we’ll go back to our list and I believe this gentleman...

. Gobd evening everybody, I ...... to God, He’s the head of my life, what I wanted
to véice ﬁmy opinion about Farmer’s Home. 'I have héd some very bad
experiences with them. I have been fighting this case since 1994.1 applied for a
loan for 200 thousand, they gave me 66 thousand at 8 and 1/2 :% interest for 6

_ ‘yéars. I don’t know if anybody heard...Michael Stowalt and I’'m ﬁ"om Huntsville,
'Alabama but my loan was apphed in Pulaski, Tennessee and I applied for 200 |

thousand at 5% 1nterest and they kept denying me, then they finally granted me
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66 thousand at 8 ;1/2 % interest for 6 years and I applied to purchase a farm and .
équipmen‘c 'and~cattle. So I was deI;ied for the 200 tﬁouéand, but I was gran;ced 66
tﬁousa_nd.’Right now I’ve been through ice stéfm in'F ebruary, I loéf 20 head of
céws, I been on television, I've been arrested, I've been the whéle 9 yards. It cost
me a thousand dollars a month to feed thoée cp’ws,'I have a hundred and 20 head
- cows and calves - Farmer’s Home, they told me they was going to give me
some disaster money, I quaﬁﬁed for the disaster moﬁey, and I never did receive
ény disaster rﬁoney. I never did see aﬁy response. I got on television, I.cried out
in evéry kind of way I'could to get some assistance. They turned their back on
‘me and I’m not the only one. There’s many, many more of us and we are tired

~ and I’ve been praying hard for something to come through. I’m through.

Jerry Lee: Thank you, Michael. We’re going to go back to our list now and then

we’ll come back to the floor.

Secretary Glickman: If it’s possible I’d like to get Tennessee folks to let me
know, Michael, I assume that I could get some information about your loan

applications and everything else, which county is that, would that be? .
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Michael - Giles County.

Secretary Glicknian: Giles Couhty. Could somebody get meVsolme information

al?out this ...

Michaelz‘_l’-ve got everything ybu ‘need right herf:. (Laughtér, agpléuse) |
Secretary Glickman: We’ll .. I'll take é look at it.

Jez.'ry.Lee‘: Mr. Sam Lee SamuelrLee.

I'm from'Lordél county, Tenneséée. Many of the concerns I have have béen
~addreS§ed ar;d it seems that the éroblem I have now 5011 Qf pales in the face of all o
we haVe heard so far. I would like somé I guess verification or perhaps some

| consideration of a change in the catastrophic insurance. I refef vp'artivcularly to the
provisit;n whereby you must plént a crop in order to get any catastrophic

- insurance. Realizing that a farmer goes &ﬁough the eXpense of preparing the )

land, putting in all of the premerge crops, the burndown, the fertilizer and

-everything and then a catastrophe occurs. In our case the Mississippi River for
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the last 2‘yea1;s, we’vé been unable to plaﬁt the cotton because by the time we
got .rez-ldy to plant the river came out andﬂoéded us out. Paid your insurance, but
yet you get no consideration because you did not get a chance to plant. My
concern is that if stething could be worked out whereby a farmer could recover
some of the initial pre-plant expenses Fhat he’s occurred (sicj. This is what |

would like for the committee to consider.

Dan Glickman: C'an. I jﬁst ask jRandy Weber. You might \;Qant to .. we’ve had this
problem in different places around the cogntry where the “cat” coverage is
triggered when the crop is"des’;royed and doesn’t deal with the proEIem that you
talk about. There have been some cases where we have managed to get this Ataken
care of, I wonder if you r’night know anything, or might want to talk to him, I
don’t know what part ..whether it’s in a paﬁ_of the country ;Nhere there hasn’t

been any consideration to prevented planting coverage under the “cat” policy..

Randy Weber: Samuel, I'd like to talk to you after the meeting. There is
prevented planting under the “cat”.coverage that would help to cover ...
unfortunately the “cat” coverage the level of covérage is very low, but I would

certainly like to talk with you afterwards to discuss this further.
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Jerry Lee: Thank you Charhe Ram ..Charlie Rain... D1d I pronounce that
correctly‘7 Charlie Rain... We’ ll come back to Charlie. Thls gentleman over here

" would like to spea‘k.‘Please give your name and where you’re from.

I’m Robert Elliott, I’m from Gibson coun’ty,“ TN Honorablo Glickman, members
of the panel, good afternoon. I’\%’é worked with Extension service for about 20 

| yeafs and I know‘difectly, not ofhat somebody said, but I know directly what has :
happened with some of myfarme;fs in the AgriCultu;al extension sérvice. I was
‘ allov;fed to work with certain fanners. They were supposed to be cAlassiﬁed as
small farmers and a .srna.ll farmer in- order to classify you had-to be under $10,000 -
"gross‘ sales, well, that’s noAt' much money. We had in 'particolar 2 farmers in

' Madison Co. that somehow or another the;v were trying to get new homes.
Everytime the money would get right, the~plan for the house would be wrong.
They would get the plan right and the money would run out. And T.hlS just kept
gomg over and over and over again and I was determined that these people were’
going to get a house so I called oman in Washington by the name of Honey

Washington and he came down and ... big, distinguished looking gentleman, and
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we were out loading pepper at the bo—ép in Jackson. I a]rmost got fired over it.

But they sent Mr. Washington down and in Nashville they tolld him tb chéck with

" me. ] mket with him énd then\they. had a meeting to fire me. Well, that was alright,

they didnft ﬁre e, but he said when I leave in the morriing, I want you to have

plans for this man a hoﬁsé and they did. Well, he got a house, then later on he got. f
behind on his loan ‘and‘ they tried to take it awz;y frdrn him. Even had people
going out there and looking é.t the farm in thg morning Qhécking on him and I

~ was determined that he wasn’t going to lose his farm because I was the one who |

helped him éet it. So, we designed liﬁle projects, feeder pigs and What have you,

- and the man is about ninefy sor‘nething’ years old and still has his farm. That |

happened on 2 occasions. Not <’:)n1y did I Work with small farmers, but we have |

~ agents here today and you wanted me to address some of the things going onin
th:e agencies. Fér instance, we have racial Aslurs béing l‘etters being sent t§
agents to homev demonstration agents in my county, nothing is being tione about
it. I mean horrible ietters. I complained about a racial slur with the Uni\}ersityv of
Tennessee and they speﬁt $750,000 tr;ying to fire me. Money that would have
givén everybody in the state a small raise, but yet they jumped ... even senf

: airplénes over my house taking pictures. I have the'pictureé in my house now to

prove it and all these ... I just want to address a few things. The Dean of the .
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- University of Tennessee I see is heré. This dean is not responsible and I want to
' make that clear for all the things that have happened. He has done some thingsvto
try to improve the image with the Extension Sefvice. At the time I left the
‘exte‘ns'ion service ... I have a small business now I build kitchén cabinets and
design baths and what have you, but at the time I leftj we had about'450 people in
‘the state of Tenﬁessee that were white aﬁd we didn’t have a single bla;k agent -
Who was a svupervisor or above superVisory capacity and we just can’t have this.
- The thing of racial slurs ... v;’e’ve had to go to meetings and be sitting in meetings
andhlisten to thﬁse slurs. One of my comments, one of my pet peeves wés that I
was out on thé fa_rm and héard an-éfnployee or heard a judge make a statement
fh’at the little niggef boy had thé best anirﬁal, but I wasn’t going té give ﬁim first
place. And ;vhen I wrote {he dean he said gét you some witnesses and we’ll fire
Robert Ellioﬁ. This kind of thing, this k_iﬁd of thing... somebody else didn’t take
his full tjme s;o maybe I have‘ an extra half a second. (1aughter)W¢ just don't neéd
_ :this kind of ... We have agents in the state that are going around cutting yards
during the davy...‘ sﬁpposed to be out helping férmers. We can’t get them out to
“our fanﬁ. I have a farm, [ live on a 180 acre farm, you can’t get .. Oply time I ?:an
get the agent in my county o§er there 1s to make me shut up. He’ll come out and

Chéckv my grass. I know as much about grass as he does, but he’ll bring
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somebody from }(nﬁxville oﬁt there io Iook at my gf_éss. These kind of things,
| little insigniﬁcanf things that are not going to help anybody and you caﬁ have a
Ph.D. degree and drivé a car and yoﬁ don’t have a car, you ca’r’m’t‘ make no
changes, you c;ar'l;t go nowheré and that’s what we’ve had a lot of PhD’s out
there driving but they didn’t have a car and in order for these people out there on
the faﬁ to be able to méke some changes, theyv’re going to have to have SOme
: méne}.f« and FHA I think ‘haé been especially FHA.. the extension service has been
guiltyvof it too because we haven’t had any help. The gentlemaﬁ éaid a‘wh'ile ago
j,that we when we learn a_boﬁt the program the prograﬁ is just about over. We put.
buddies on the committeeS. ‘Kinship‘ and ﬁiendship, they just kept going, same
people kept on getting on the same committee. Over and over this one goes off
and he goes over there 'to the FHA comxhittee, he gets off the FHA éommiﬁee
and here he comes to get on the extension advisofy committee. Same thing that
has been going on and I’m sdﬁy, I know I’rﬁ ste;ﬁping on somebédyfs toes-1 -
don’t care. I wofk for me and I don’t have to woﬁ*y gbout where iny chegk is.
coming from tomorrow. And this is the reason why people can’t say t00 much |
because they’re 3 months behind on the cérvnote, 3 months behind dn the house
note, and you can’t 'sasz hothing when you’re behind with your notes, you’re

scared the man’s going to cut your bills off, cut your money off tomorrow. You
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kriow; I’'m sorry 1 just get emotional and’l .. after spending 20 ygai‘s in this kind
of IﬁeSS, I see it all the time, we have %1 deal over in}Madison' coﬁnty and [ just got
to tell you this one. Where thé Qoman 18 probably the most articulyate person I’'ve
ever seen as a teachelf_, she comes up for tenure and they fire her beca,usé she vhad
she wore braids and she had a little boy io learn a speech “I have a Dream” and
they ﬁred hgr. Wéuldn’t admit her tenure. And now she’s on the school board.

. She raﬁ for schﬁol boérd and won. wa every,Tom, Dick and Harry’s jumping
on the bandwagon iﬁat she ought hotA to do this and she ought not to say that and
the person.that,they héd_ _befofe 'her ?vas very quiet and that’s what they wanted

| b‘ut it’s ;time' ﬁow for _u‘s to; be qUiet"when it.affects A‘us 'and»I‘ had this statementl
when I talked tévthek déan,gifthié is fhis guys 'att‘itudé, we don’t'.need him making

| decisions that’s géing io éffect Bla;:k children and}get you some wi"cnesées and

we’ll fire him.
Jerry Lee: Thank you Mr. Elliott. Thomas Donaldson.
To the Honorable Secretary, and to our distinguiéhed guesis, I’m speaking on.

behalf of the small farfmers.‘ Small fannérs need to rnake_ a living, too. My

concern is how our federal money is being allocated. I’m Thomas Dohaldson
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frOm Tipton Co. and ’m very concerned that the small farmers in Tipton county
have not received their fair share of government money that has been éllocated
especially disaster money. I don’t have 4 or 5 thouSand acres where I can buy
200 thousand dollar combine or tractor. T must make a living truck farming and I
know our gdvemment is interest_ed in people making their own living. And one
way a. person can make a living is to farm. He can take 10 écres, 20 acres and
truck farm and rﬁake a living, _but if there’s a disaster; he lost as much as that
man who raised 1 00,060 acres of cotton. So that to mé 1s unfai; and I think tﬁat’s |

one thing that needs to be addressed. Thank you.
Jerry Lee: Thank you, Mr. Donaldson. Mr. Wilson. Bruce 'R. Wilson.

Thank you.VI had td listen to the Secretarj/ to most of the comments tﬁis
afternoon... I’m one of those persons who wés with Tom Borrell when we were
up sitting in and had been shot at sofne years ago. I‘ha\;e watched the total
elimination of Africaﬁ American F arm6rs.ﬁ'ofr1 my commu_pity. I’'m from Philips
C;)Llnty, Ark"ansa:s.‘ When I retﬁrned from law school in 1973, there were |
approximately 41 farmers in this ccsm‘muhity that was started b§ Fr‘anklin Delano

Roosevelt administration in 1938. It was the fulfillment of the elusive 40 acres
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and a rriulé promise. We were called a proj ~ect. One young man here Philos

- Driblin (?) Who.worké‘for your Departrrient .. Third .. Lets you know how long )
he’s been around for people to be thirds. His dad was faﬁning. Now there are
abs‘oluiely zero African American fanners in our COmmunity. Throu@out Philips
county in 1948 African Arr;ericén people ‘contxfolled 52% qf the lanci mass.in
Philips county becguse we ére m the delta area and until they built fhe lev‘,ies,"
white people cmildn’t stay close to the river because fhe mosquitoes ate them ﬁp.
So, we Had grants from 1900 federal government flood land grants. African
American people owned as much 'as_300(.) acres of land, all of that has 5een taken
due m part to the Agricultural Dép&rtmeht which was Athe lender of first resort to -
small Aﬁican American fanhers and the lender of last resort t§ large white
farmers. I can recall hot too lbng ago when white farmers wouldn’t go to FHA.

- Simply would not go in therg because it was akin going into the welfare line.
Now you can’t get in thére for ’thel"n.‘ The program that was started for the
purpose of Iﬁrov_iding credit to thbsé people who did not have credit elserhe‘ré
now been cut off from those pérsons, Tom mentioned the process of reparation.
’We have lost so much. We have lost so many. farm families, 50 many

‘ oppbrtunities. Anyone that has a sense of economic knows that all wealth comes

from the land. <If you do not have any land, you do not have any credit, without
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any credit you can’t education your kids, your kids caﬁ’t gd off to collegg, have a
second generaﬁon that goes over into other occUpatiohs and become
professional. You don’t have the credit to staﬁ offtwith if you don’t have ény
land. There was a few years ago much ac'claim' program in your department about
set asides for minorities to buy land. Thét was the biggest joke that hés ever
comé out of Washington. Because you created a program where African
American farmers had to compete with white famers for the same money and
had to bring up their credit spreadsheet to the ofﬁce, the local office and look at '
| the white farmer who has secﬁrij;y énd the Black farmer who just got a hope,
white farmer’s got th¢ money. You are now ﬁnancing in your ciepartment
monépolies. integrated industries agricultural industries: being ‘ﬁnanced by your
department. they’re monopolies. You ﬁnan_cé the farmer, corporate or otherWise,
who buys the land, he then borroﬁvé money from you to buy the i}nplement :
(company ?) he then gets the flying set (?), theﬁ the fuel and §i1 supply and the
parts shop and he knows or she knows when the rnargiﬁal farmer is in bad shaiae
and the helped get him in bad shape and then they end Aup with thexland\all
financed Ey you. Now, I will be submitting to Mr. Reed and the panel probably
along wiih Mr. Calvin King who i§ here ﬁnd Mr. Tommy Davis in the back

written comments, voluminous written comments on these areas and the
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atrocitie;s that have 5e¢n‘ committed. One last thing I want to say: the past
Secretary I thought Mr Espy wl;o I know and knew Qell, I think.probablyv in an |
effort to dd gbod did one of the worst ihings that could have hap?ened for
farmers when_‘he put the old FmHA under the auspices qf }the&ASCS, which is the |
, vmost‘ racist ‘dept. in fhe histdrf of you tumed over the chickens to the

fox.(laughter and applause)
Jerry Lee: Mr. Joe Bryaht.

- Mr. Secretary, my Déddy told me a story about 40 acres and a mule. I’m sure
you’ve heard it before. The mule’s dead, and my white brothers have the forty
acres. We are not looking for a gift. Somébody in FSA decided that they would

appoint an advisor to the committee. Big jéke. He or she has no vote.
Secretary Glickman: Are you talking about the county committee?
Mr. Bryant: County committee. He or she has no vote. It’s humiliating. They sit

there and watch decisions being made and voted up on and all you can do is

make comment. That needs to be changed. Two years ago, we were in
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Was‘hingtoné DC . There were lots of recommendations made to change that.
Nothing hapjaened. The guidelines when yOﬁ appoint Blacks, African Américans ,
- to these different positions, when yoﬁ seek help, they quote you guidelines.
We’re tiréd of hfaaring ébout the guidelines. We need some a;:ti;an. Just to see ax
black face that has been appointed to one of the positiohs and when you ask for
h'elp,'.you get quoted the guidelines. I’ve béén'quoted the guidélines for 4 years. 1
need some hélp. Farmer’s Home Administration refuséd to finance my 5peration
in any form because we established a partnership. I talked with former Secretary
Espy aboui it, he said he was going to see that something happened, nevér heard
about it again. I hope that doesn’t happen today. We need .. We have a family
farm that we expanded and for paperwork purposes we developed a partn'ership.

- We are a family farm with 4 family entfties, we are not a conglomerate |
cooperation and we can’t benefit fr§m any _other services. We can’t even bcneﬁt‘
from some of the disaster programs. If that be the case, because of the way we’re
structured, one agency says we can structure one .‘way another one comes back,.tp
say you conflict the guidelines. I asked the State Director, I’vé aéked people from
Washington, I’ve sought ‘help to get the guidelines changed, even have an
audience witiu you, Mr Secretary. I haven’t had any help. So, I’'m here today and

I hope to talk to yoﬁ. Thank you, sir.
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‘Jerry Lee: Mr. Bryant, would you give us your City and county, please?

Mr. Bryant: I'm from Clinton country, Arkansas. I’'m a democrat. I’'m from a
-little place called Allpoft, Arkémsasv, I’m the mayor there. I'm a farmer énd I need

help.

- Jerry Lee: We're going to take one more, then we’re going to take one from the
floor. We’re goi\ng"to take one from the list, going to take one from the floor,
then we’re going to take a break. Okay? Mr. Tom Anderson. Mr. Tom Anderson?

(does not resporid). Okay. We’ll take one from the floor. -

Thank you, Mr. Secrefary té the members of vthe committee, ladies and gegtlemen
‘I’rn; Ben McGee froxﬁ Arkansas. Mr Secretary, 1 want to straighten up one thing, '
Joe Bryant made a Vmista‘k»e on where he’s from, he’s from-a li;ﬁtle placéﬁéﬂled
Humiribak. (laughter). The gentlman’s a.;:lassmate of mine back ivnvcollegc-:.\T
People have been thlking about ASCS a little bit and I’'m one of the' original |

employees I guess or one of the first ones that ASCS was forced to hire in
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Arkansas in ‘66. I worked for ASCS for about 8 yéafs. and ’the thing that when
Mr. Espy started talking about putting it under the auspices of ASCS I had a
chance to visit with him at that particular time and I raised some concerns about
it because during the time I was with ASCS I think there‘ were about 4 African |
Americans working for ASCS throughou{ Arkansas and of éourse, when I left in
 the eafly 70’5, I think 2 of therﬁ had left, there mivght have beén 1 of 2 left. Then
of course it might Ee one or 2 l‘eft in the state now. The patterﬁ I noticed about
ASCS even electing coﬁnty committees, Mr. Secretai’y, what they would do,
especially in the area where I was from, they’,v?ould go out and find someone
who couldﬁ’t read or write, who was a farmer, maybe he was a farmer of 25 acres
~or 30 acres and they Would submit his name for the committee. And I don’t have
to explain to yc;u why he was submitted - his name was submittgd. I’'m telling
you that because I hope that you will relook a‘; this alignment And maybe. do
something about it. But let me tell you \&hat my comménts to you are about. I'm
in thevhouse of re:pfesentaﬁves in Arkansas and back I guess about 5 years ago
we knew how difficult it had become fof African Americéns to borrow money
from the banks up and down the deita. So, some of us got;tog'ether and we
decided that after interviewing some bankers and the bankers talkihg about the ,

interest rate in Arkansas being so low and there was such a high risk loan they
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‘ .'wereﬁ’t interested in even with the guarantee loaning mone.y‘to the small farmers,
s‘o what we did in the l‘egisléturé, we paSsed'éomé special legislation, Mr.

; Secretary,l and we put about 10 millidn dollars of state money in the banks in the
delta to try and encourage the banks to loanvmoney to these high risk people that

. théy indicated that they had a pfoble@ with. Guess what they did with the |
mon_ey‘?' They léaried money to all the;}peéple they were loahing money to to.
begin with ata lower interest faie and it wasn’t to African American farmers. So,
after a couple of yearé of this and observing what tﬁéy v?ere déiﬁg with the
money, ‘we repealed the legislation in the stéte_ and stopped doing it because it
never gof to the people. So, even with your guarantees you s§i11 got a problem in
the delta bécause the banks are nét going to loan any money - even with that.
What you havé to do if you really .want to affect ;:hange in the delta among the

. African American farmers is ﬁrstof all you’ve got.to ha\f;e an FHA that’s farmer
ﬁiendly and yo’u’vé got to ensure that’ the money gets to the people who need the

fr’noney. And ho@_,do you do that? It’s Simple. You simply put people in charge
who are interested in maﬁng sure the prb,céss works. Now, you need to go back
and looic at the péople who had charges filed agéinst them that you’ve got in high

~ positions now and you need to gét rid of all of them. You just simply don’t need

to hold any more investigatidns, you need to get rid of all those people and you
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-need to start with a new slate of people who are farmer fri‘endly‘ and put the
money out there where the farmers are. That’s all you have to do and the problem o

is resolved. Thank you sir.

Jerfy Lee: Thank you. One more. Let’s have one from the floor..

I'd like .to say God bless everyone this evening my name is Joe Black and I'm
from Arkansas, Crittenden county. I’d just like to say 1’?6 had a lot of bad
experiences with the Fa_rfner"s Home Administratioh in .. the Farm Services and
all .of that but I'd like to just nafne about three: One is ﬁntimely loans from FHA
you know, you can put your application in in January aﬁd‘ get your money in
Juné or July and you can’t do nothing with it. And also I had some p;'ograms that
I was ... ] had 253 aé_res of land and 97 acres of wooded land and was trying to
put it into a program that I understood woulci pay 50 Adoﬂars an acre for the
wooded land, but nobody in my county knew anything about it and you find out
you’ve got other people there with the same wooded land in the program. Then I

‘was approved for a 8 inch water well to raise vegetables to subsidize the farm.

Senator Pryor at that time had approved it, they came out and checked the land
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- the soil, 'teéted it and it was tﬁe right type ana then the local committee decided
that weil sinc;* ‘he’s At‘he{ oné who was going to get it, they they wefe going to enter
another man and chaﬂexige him so Senator Pryor sent a maﬁ back and said that
Joe Blaék éan’t get: it, we ain’t going to give it to hobody. Now, who did it
benefit? Didn’t ﬁelp- me any. Nobody gdt it.,, so.. I've had éome béd experiences.

So'we need some'help._God bless you.

Jerry Lee: Thank you. Let’s take a 10 minute break. You’ve been a very

cooperative audience.
Breaktime

| Jerry Lee: Folks who requested to make a 'statem;ént, we have about 6 or 7 left on
‘ the list and «we.(wic_)A intend to conélude the session at 8 é’clock this evening and if
we go ahead aﬁd expeditiously call for beoplé on the Iist, then we still will have
somé fime hopefully for those of you on tl'levﬂoor that havé not had an .
oppértunity to make a statement and Wbtild like to .. if you want to ensure that,

step outside and get your name on the list and we’ll also accept that too. But we
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will be closing the session at 8 o’clock. Next person on our list is J.L.. Wilson.

(was on list twice) How ébout James Stuplim? Mr. Mills. Cleophﬁs Mills.

Cleophus Mills from Arkansas, Philips county. I have been unfairly against in
-, Philips county myself by Farmer’s Home Administratioﬁ. They denied my loan 2.
. or 3 times. the only way I got my loan wés through Arkansas Land Farm

Dev,e'lopm‘ent Corporation. That’s all I’ve got to say.
Jerry Lee: Mr. Evans Johnson, II.

My name is Evans Johnson III, Mississippi v::ounty2 Arkansas. I am a third
generation farmer and I farmed all my life, born and raised on the farm iﬁ
Mississippi county on thé.farm in which I'now live. I’vs applied for loans from
Farmer’s Home approxi‘mately 5 times and beeﬁ denisd each time. I was funded
twice on 2 separate occasions 2 yeérs in a row and the second time - third time I
applied for 'loan.was denied in may. The loan appiicatioﬁ was turmned in in

J anuary'ﬁnal‘ denial came in May and Went through foreclosure on farm sale in
93 on eqmprnent loan. Farmer’s Home paid the bank $1 13 ,000 there seen

w1thout any knowledge of me knowmg what the claims were agamst me. Then in
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1995 .. in 1996 I went through a real eétate foreciosure with Farmer’s Home now

you have people on vyo‘ur state comﬁlitteg with bégus claims that Farmer"sHome ‘
has now paid these are people on our state committees that haye now paid with
no proof of a claim. Anybody in these positiqns can go’ in and say they have a
lien on your crops or whatever you do and ‘contac.t y,ou your state officials and
your nétional officials like yqurs;el\'?es you don’t- g’ét any response from them. -
And that’s been done time and time again. And n'obédy’s going to continue to

| encourage their children to follow in their footsteps if the same kind of séénar_io

- continues. That’s all I have to say.
Jerry Lee: Thank you, Mr. Johnson. Mr. Young, Harry Young. |

Good‘evening, I'm Harry Young frdm Orangeburg Kentucky, Davis County. I
have a letter.heré that I,submittevd to Mrs., ‘Barbara Nelson, Civil Rights and
Small busineSs development staff. On March 2'8, of 1996. It pertains to
discrimination with the Farmer’s Home Administration. I have not I cannot get

| anyone to talk to me about the stétus of this diécrimination complaint, I cannot
talk to anyone. I called the office and they teﬁ me don’t call back. That they Aha"ve |

arthritis and that they don't want to talk . They’ve got other things to do. And this
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was in March of 86. I’d just like to know what can I do to find out )the status of

this cdmplain‘f that I've filed?

- Secretary Glickman: When did you file the cémplaint?

Mr. Young: March 28, 1996. Mrs. Barbara Nelson, Civil Rights and Small
B.usiness Development Staff Washington, DC - that’s who I filed it with. I've got
,a' copy of what I filed, I’ve got a c':opy' for my farm repfesentaﬁve in the area
vshowiz‘lg them where ...I'mthe only Black fafmct in 3 counties and I have a
millioﬁ tons of coal on this propérty that the Farmer’s Home has been trying to
take away from mé. I’ve submitted bids to TVA fér $26

a ton, I"rn certified as an S(a) coal producer ] only Black cqal producer in the
United States I guess. I’ve submitted bids over this farmlémd to the TVA for $26
a tén they turned my Bid down. The same aqalysis and ev-eryth'ing, they paid $28
~aton for the saﬁ.e coal that I’ve been Vtryirig,to'sell for $26 a ton. So, you’re -
télking about discrimination, I know .. I can wﬁte you a book on it. From the
ASCS when I first sté.rted farrﬁing they had soilbank (?) and this is all recorded.
I’m the only farmer in that érea that ﬁad to pay back his soilbank money. I had to

pay mine back. I can write you a book on it. But I would just like to know who
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do I contact or what’s going to take place with this letter that I wrote to Mrs.

Barbarét Nelson? ‘

Secretary Glickman: Let me-ask you something: Do we have yc’)urA name and

address?

Mr. Young: My name is Hérry Young, 10554 Highway 231, Utica, Kentucky. U-

T-I-C-A Kentucky 42376. My telephone number is area code 502 ..

Secretary Glickman: We’ll contact you, you don’t need to contact us ,.What’s

your phone number again Mr. Young?
Mr. Young: Area code 502, 275-4590.

Se‘éretary Glickman: Okay, we’ll contact you. You want to know the status of

your complaint and the particulars ..

Mr. Young: I can give you a copy. Ican getitall ‘right here, I’ll give you a copy.




Memphis CR Listening Forum 45 ﬁ 11897

Secretary Glickman: Why don’t you get us a copy of the letter you wrote.

Mr. Young: What I sent her.

Secretary Glickman: Okay.

Mr. Young: Thank you, sir.

Secretary Glickman: Thank yéu.

Jerry Lee: Thank yoﬁ, Mr. Young. (applause) Mr. Abraham Carpenter, Jr.

First of all I'd like to say Good evening to everyone. Honorable Secretary, Ladies
and gentlemen on the panel, my name is Abraham Carpenter, Jr. I’'m a member
of the Carpenter produce family, Grady (?) Arkansas, Lincoln County. We farm
approximately 1000 acres of produce. I’ve encountered some problems with the

Farm Service Agency which has been going on for approximately 4 years. I'll be

very candid with you and to the point about the issues. At the present state, I’ve
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won all of my appealé, I’m at the hational appeal directar’é level right now which
I was due a deéision on'DecemBer 11, but to tﬁis da‘y 1 ha§en’t gotten my ahs&er,
‘but according to law, by December 1.1 it was the deadline. They have been
»hoiding rniz payments frofn the Faﬁn ServiCés Agency for over threé years. Tﬁéy
have cost m‘e oy’er qpproximately $200,000 in legal fees. They have aamaged my .
business By approximately 90 million dollars. Théy have caused my family and I
so. much stress, pain and rr}lental‘ éngilish and also total defamation of our
character. Since thi§ coﬁspiracy‘ began, I received disparate treatment Farm -
| Service Agency has iﬁtentionally upheld my paperwork they have intentionally
- deve]oped methods by &hich to disqualify and 'deny me from pa’yment»s’ and
programs. I have been refused assistance in filling out my papemork by Farm
Serv_ice Vagency employees, We have n§t received equal acc’csé to participating in
- Farm Service Agency prégfaﬁs, services and information. Gehtlemen, I wént to
niake it perfect]y clear that I don’t have ‘a‘ prejudicerboné in my body. I love and
respgcﬁ all pc;ople. Isee only dnc colo_y and t‘hat‘ color is; gréen.y(laughter) Butl
inust adfnif, when someone tries to purposely destroy y;)ur livelihood, and when
you know you’re beingtreated different and then being perceived as being
inferior td another race, only the'&loire c&' God wduld keep you frdrn hating those

persons who are taking those actions against you. And I do mean‘only the love of




Memphis CR Listening Forum | 47 . 11897

God. I’'m thankful Il do have the love of God. They say they are foll(owin‘g.
procedures to justify aﬂ of the wrongdoing that has taken place. They act as
though they. are above the laW. But I know procedure and I know the iéw. I know
when unnecessary stress and burden of proof ié béirig placéd 'oﬁ the producer.
’This is not fair, nor 1s 1t justice. They usé the terms procedure and policy to
justify thé procrastination process by which they use to deléy thveA
implefnentaﬁon and the process by which government programs are supposed to
function. It is morally wrong as well as agéinst the I'éw to Vtreat someone in this
manner. Many f:'anners arc; 'outraged at what has taken place. Some even wanted
to resort to violence. I explained to them that if you act ignorant, you éet treated
that way. You must be intelligent aboﬁt ail things and all situations to receive
respect. I told therﬁ that there were laws against these type of actioﬁs and we
must find justice in the law. There are other problems out there that ére Eeing

‘ experienéed by other farmers>in other areas of government programs and
éervices. Thébse problems as I have described them relaté and refer to my
personal encounters with the Farm Servicg Agénc:y. Solutions to the problems:
Possible ’solutions to the problems should begin with making sure we have fair
and impartial employeeé administering these government progréfns.. How can an

employee administer a program fairly when he or she makes racial remarks and
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looks at a member of another race as inferior to him or herself? These people
should be terminated. Th}e administerihg of government programs should be |
monitored to make sure that all farmers are receiving equal access to-
partiéipation and all programé and services. Make sure thaftv all iﬁfofmation is
f dissexﬁinated to all producers ‘and that pro.ducers are aware of the programs
which they' masl be entitled to or may benefit from. Stop the pro%:rasti/nationv
process‘by which the agency.’s ’us‘,ed to délay fhe implem.ent‘ati()n and the
procéssing-b& which government prografns are sﬁpposed Vté Afunction. The
agency should not be allowed to make .up rules as they go along to justify ‘their .
actions. This has happened. I’ve seen them maké fiew rules just to plaée a greater
‘burden of proof on the p%bducer.‘ and to den)} a certain producer ﬁOm beneﬁts
thét he was entiﬂed to. Create new programs that will work in favor of the farmer
and not against him. for example thé NAP ~progrgfn created for alternative crops
sﬁpposéd to replace the disaster program .to my 'understanding; the requirements
to qualify and rgceivé payments urider the NAP program autorhatically_ restricts
basicaliy anyone from receiving a payment. I see it as a program carefully
designed by the agén;'y Just to say a disaster program is in place but it also is
being designed where no one will evvér reccf:ive a payment, and if so, it won’t even

cover your production costs. It needs to be redesigned or totally eliminated
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becéusé minority fafmers are more affected by t'his program than anyone else.
The time frame in which most minority farmeré receive their payments is
éubstantially laifar than other farmers. Sémé employees have purposeiy delayed
.fhinority farmer loaps and payments or put therﬁ on the bottom of the list. Certain
employees can verify that thié is true. This is purposely done to e?:pedite ‘
foreclosure and elimination of minority farmers. Thié cén bé easily proven
because there’s a pattern how this process has taken placé over the years. This-
process ’should be moqitored, totally disallowed or totally discontinued;
'Govemmént erﬁployees should be held accountable for i‘ntentionally trying to
destroy one’s livelihood. As it stands right now they make any allegations they
Alike. Théy can deny a person services and information, they can delay making
payments until they deem necessary, and they can cause a person rhany mjdue
hardships and financial disposition because of their pe;songl feelings aﬁd nothi'ng‘
be doﬁe about it because their protected by the govemrﬂént. If they knew they |
would be held accountable personally as well as the whoie agehcy, you would
have fér less problems, because they would think before making their decisions.
AI’ve been told that EEO - Civil Rights was a joke. If this is true it needs to be
reforrhed. We rieed tofally unbiased inciividuals serving in this capacity who will

work diligently and relentlessly to see these cases resolved. Remember your
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ofganization can.oinly be as good as the people working within the organization.
Last but certainly not le‘ast, for anyonevaho‘has been discriminated against, -
restitution should be made and in a timely manner. We caﬁnot resort to violence
’no.r ignorance, buf baséd upén the lav;r of the land all men are created équal. No
man shall be discriminated égainst because of racé, cfeed, color or Asex.

| Individuals should be cémpensa‘ted fof the damages that have occurred so that

A justicé can ?r’evgil. ‘Now, I know that fhese things that I’ve talked about téday
‘does not,sit well with a lot of kégéncy empldyees; but these thingé shouldn’t e.ven' |
exist for me to be discuséing. Everything that I’ve said Was true. Everything I've
‘saidv has occurred. Everything was based Lipon the facts and the law. Just be
honest With yourself and you Yallv know tHat dis¢riminaﬁonexists. I’m not éngry at -
anyone for créafing it, so dc«n’f be"angry at me for pointing it out. they time has
come for us té recbgnize the problerh, address the prob(lem,'ﬁnd.\ a-soiution to the
‘problem and come t;)g'et’her‘ focusing all our thoughts, all our envies, all our 1

| “hatred and all of the unfairness on creating an agency that igfairy? impértial to alll
produceré as-v;fell as employees from this day forwérd. Thank you. (ap;ﬁlause)‘I

" have my written remarks as well as my oral.
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Jerry Lee: Thaqk ycju. I indicated to you early in the evening that these

p;oceedings were being téped, the transcript will‘be made available to yéu if ;;fou

ghould so desire at thi.s address, please y}rite this down if you’re interested. The

| United States Departnient of Agricultufe,v Civil Rights Action Team, P.O. Box
2890, Washington, DC, 20013. If you care tpfax your réquest in, that number is

, 202-720-9030 and I will be annouﬁcing this a‘gain*before we leave here this

- evening. Carolytri Prowell.

I’m Carolyn Prowell with the University of Arkénsés at Pine Bluffs and I’'m
working with the small farm project; I reside in Philips éou'nty, Marvel,

. Arkansas. | doﬁ"t setand before you to bite the hand that feeds me, but I §vas born
apd raised on a small farm and on that farm my grandmoiher used fo tell me that
some of the most intelligent people in the worid were farme;s, soi when [ got out

of high school, I majored in agriculture. I majored in agriculture because I

Vwanted to help farmers. I really don’t find myself helping people the way thatI’d -
like to and I’ve seen a lot of ﬁrograms come and go and [ would like for this
particular program to really do something positi?e for thé farmers. I don’t want |
to take back io the fafrﬁers fafse hope, I want son;ething positive. These ﬁeople

came here when they hurt, if you work with them, you hurt, too. My first job was
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witix Farmer’s HomeAdrriinistration. Sixteen years agé and when I worked there
I vowed I'd neverl work with farmers aga';n because 1 dién’t like what I had to do
‘and T did it to the people that I lived with in the town that I lived with. I'm on the
ﬂip side now, I'm tryin‘g to help »pue‘ople but I'm limited, if I;m preSented with a
farmef who haé a $600,000 debt, and he’s farming 60 acres, how can I help him?
I cén’t. I know whaf 'they feel and it doesn’t maice me feel goéd Wheh I’'m out
theré trying to. help somebody and‘I know I ;:an"t. So, if you aren’t going td do
énything positive; for them, pleaée don’t build their hopes up and don’t build my
hope‘up because they}’re’ my famiiy, my brofhers and sisters that I. vgork with. I
o ce;n go out ana get a»job,‘that’s why I left agricultlire; I went back to school and
majored in‘ ;:ompﬁter programming so I can get anofher job, but most of these
,pedpie don’t know how to do anything, but farm and if anybody were to ask me
‘ to give a list of 50 fafmeré that wverei §h¢ces$ﬁ1], I couldn’t do'it. I couldn’t do it -
not with the people that I work‘ with and that doesn’t seem like that’s a fair ... ii’s

not fair. Please help them.

Secretary Glickman: Could I ask you, Carélyn’s your name, right?

\\
i

Carolyn: Yes.
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Secretary Glickman: Could I ask you a question, from your perspective out there
L, what would be the kinds of things that you think we could best we do to ...
you’re working with folks day to day on the ground, what are the kinds of things

we can do to be most help?

| Carolyh: I think policy;would help the pepple if the :policy on the' OQtside looks
like it’s going to help you like one of the gentlemen said with the housing, yoﬁ
ha{fe the méney availablé, but Fhe bﬁt it waé something on the applicatvion'

| policy, something on the application that was wrong )}oufﬁx thét and over here
something‘ is wrong. Things ;iust aren’t .. it’s like they arén’t meant to help the
Black farmer. If they could ch‘angevpolicy, if they could give loans with lbwer
.rates‘, it’s like they’re in a hole and you’re going to have to come up, you’re
going to havé to give them something to dig their Way out of the hole and then
theylwould ge able to compete Qith e';verybbdy else. And they can’t do it with |
what policy is providing right now. They have absolutely nothing to .look IA
forward to. If thbs;: ... and .. people ... one man said that if ybu had a office that}
was farmer friendly, I think is what ﬁe said .. I worked in an office my county

supervisor, I honestly don’t think that he saw a Black person until he came to
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. Philips Cdunty. And he wbﬁld come through the back door, I worked with the
man, and he’d come .. I didn’t gét up here to say all of ‘this ..bﬁt .he would cAome
through the back door and he would be in his ofﬁcé and farmers would be lined -
upto s‘ee‘him’ and we wouldn’t know he was theré. I’ve asked the man questions
about some of the. files 1 workeci with aﬁd it’s 13 years later and he’s no longer

- there and I don’t have énswers er thoée farmers. So if you’re goiﬁg to send me
<;r ifI'm going out éomeplace' to :wofk with somebody, let me be able to help that
p‘ersén, let me... don’t send me in the Yare’a where don’t care for the people that -
i’m workihg with becaUse) I'm nc;t going to try to hel;;them. Send somebody
wﬁose willing to help tﬁos‘e peopklé, somebo'dy who has a cafing heaﬁ out there to
work with those people and not somebody whose just there for whatever reason,
trying to mo.ve:up in 'rank maybe. There’s alot of things that could be done to

‘help people.

Pearlie Reed: Carolyn, are you with the University of Arkansas Pine Bluff Small |

Farmer Outreach Program?

Carolynﬁ That’s correct.
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Pearlie Reed: Do you believe that our county offices can or will ever be able to
correct the problems we have heard here tonight?

“

(Audience: No, no way)

Carolyn: Uh, yes they can, that was one of the things Ijotted down when
Sécretary Glicicman started taikihg. He said can we do ariything and I wrote
down yes, you cén do anything? but will you do anything? Yes, you can do
anything, but you can’t do anythiﬁg with the people that’vs there Becau_se they’ve -
- been there too long and they ha§en’t pro;'en themselves. If I worked in a job .fg)z; a
certain Iength of time and I’m not perfoﬁnihg‘, they’rg going to ﬁre me! I've go
to go, I've gdt to perform, or I have got to go. It’s the saxﬁe thiﬁg with therﬁ. If
you don’t know policy, it’s in the book, you can go to the book. If I"m there for
x number of yearé and I’m not helping anybody, then why am I there? Thank

you.

Jerry Lee: .‘Than.k you. Did the Reverend Seel Jones still care to make a

statement?
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Mr. Se_,gretary,‘that’s_,Reve‘rend Seel James. I’'m going to take a seat right here.
['m just as grateful to be here as maﬁy other farms are this is my' first time ever
attending a farmers meeting. But I can share this one thing: To be a férmer isa
R gift fron; God and there are many farmers that I have associated myself with aﬁd
have learned of that character an'ci int;er¢st in farming and I nee}dvto share that -
with them"if they’re here. G,bd ordains farming as wéllso';s He ’ordai‘ﬁs
| miﬁistries. F eeding ‘is‘ a miyhistry‘toilthve people of God. It’s a nourishing ministry
that feeds the body‘ and let us not be mindful not to think tﬁat God places certain
- of us over his\miihis;cries ‘tovfeed his pedple. Iam S0 gratéful to be here to listen to
“ all of the problems and the compliments and the co_mmenté of each and every one
‘~Of the different farmérs, bilf let rﬁe shafe this before 1 ;omplete my,statenient,
God finds the farmer worth to farrﬁ. We must be found wonhy to farm to raise
cattle, anybody can drop a seed, but if it’s not nourished properly from the heart
then it ,ﬁvon’f growAan'd‘if it won’t ‘grow, then we won’t'Be nc}urished from’the.
heart. What’s (from ihe _heért reaéhes the hégrt and it véorks wcll'so asitisin |
farming. We must be found woﬁhy to do this job because it is certainly still yei

God’s business. Thank you.
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Jerry Lee: Thankyou. How about Mr. Charlie Rain? Am I pronouncing that

correctly? Charlie Rain. No? Okay. Mr. Steplin? Mr. James Steplin..

I'd Iiktho ‘say good evening, ['ve cbme a Iﬁretty> good ways from here so, I've got
on a lot of clothes, it’s hot up in here. (laughter) My ﬁamé is James Stefferson,
I’m the sdle operator of stephenson farms of Chickot county, my residence 'is
Durmoﬁnt, Arkansas., 206 North School Street. I’ve lot of problems with

- Farmer’s Home .Ad@inistration. I thiﬁk Dr. (unintelligible) aﬁd I are ... we’ve
been through a pretty gocv)d‘ road down 'through Chickot county. If you’re ever
doWn in that area, kind of St;)p in and look in on us. Séme of the problems' we
have that area of“Chickot‘countvy that we kind of have to look both ways in the
county - that’s Drew County and Chickot Counfy and Ashley County. 2 of one of
the largest fannérs in the area was foreclosed this past year and-they was black
farmers. One wo:tjked about 1800 acres Qf ground énd other worked about 3000
acres of coﬁon. We’'re gettiﬁg,vefy thin and one of AtlAle problems is we can’t get
any financial. The bottom line is money. Programs are good, meetings are real
goc;d, but if you don’t get 'the financial out there-to ué, and bringt it to us, we -
didn’t ask yﬁu to give us aﬁything, just-put the money available for us. One of

the areas in my area is the money is put out there, but the black farmers don’t get
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it, we doh’t get it. I asked for a )wellkever since 1983. And I'm pumpiﬁg out a
ditch out of ..kuniﬂtelligib]e)' right nox%r. With a one to one gearhead on top of it. 1
- had to have party plates (?) strung out for a mile to try to water some soybeans.
That’s uﬁheard of. Here’s my next dopr 'neighbor he’_s got a'_well every halfa |
mile. How do he (io this? Where is he getting his money from? Faﬁner’s Home
Administfatiqn. I’m the one needing it and ahoﬂyer area: the young brother was
on the ﬁont was talking about a decreasé in‘ Bla%:k people’s land. Mr. Secretary of ’
| Agriculture, in 1927, I have my Grandpa’s aeeds in my briefcase right here and
now, and the 40 acres and a mule is gone. That’s not fair, that’s not fair. And ih
another area in the catfish induStfy: In my area it’s not.. I know someone is
qualified to raise catfish, black. You can’t tell me .. I used to pick them up by the
ditch a long time ago. And you can’t tell that a black man or a blrack lady ca:nnot ‘
raise some catfish. Where is the money ébrning from? From Farmer’s Home

; Adfninistration. ‘We can"—[ diga pénd evexfything is bosted. We can’t hunt, we
can’t fish, so I think a.n'vérea you need to look in is éeeing to our civil rights are
-not being:viola’eed in 1984 Célvﬁn King and I got run out of Chickot County. and I
livé in Chickot county cause the man disqualiﬁed‘us‘ for buying 900 acres of
grbund; and then Farmer’s Home_ Administration went right down the road énd

got a man that the had foreclosed on and gave them 900 acres of ground and I
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had 80-some thousand dollars worth of equipment already paid for. Already paid
for. And how about cléaning the slate. The only way we’re going to get |
something done is the pepple‘that are in these offices now if .. clean them out of

there. You've got to get them out of there. Thank you.
Jerry Lee: Mr. Calvin King.

.Good evening, Mr. Seéretary, panel, I’m that Calvin King that'was with him in |
Chickot county. Let .me‘ say two things, just giving referen‘cg' back to a meeting
we had today in Fargo, Arkansas and again let me point Eack ﬁp here, my name
is Calvin King I’m from Mead County Arkansés and I work with Arkaxlsaé land
and farm development corporatioh. My experiéﬁces witht Farmers Home
Adfnihistration, férmerly Farmers Héme Adrﬁinisfration now USDA Farm

| Sér?ices Agencies prior to that I'think Rural De;relopment Administration and
then of course there are probably some other changes on !th'e wa& , but in the 70’s
in some reference that was givén by Mr. Borrell, I was also 6ne who was denied A.
I was denied loan services because I was just coming out of college waﬁte& to
return back ﬁoine and become a farmer. I;waAs denied tholse services. ’{‘hat

somewhat motivated me in a way because I decided to study regulation a little
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‘bit more ahd | sﬁll either way I would read those regulations fdrward; backward, |
upwafd,' downward - I was éligible, but of coﬂrsg,'this has been given referenc’é
to eariier - the way that regulations are interpreted sometimes by those who ar'ev
implementing them are just thev oppbsite of what was in black é,nd white. So
denial df my application existed and I never recéi\;ed Vservices. Another part of
the hisfory is that I then was able to becéfne employed with Farm Services now.
.t'hen F ariners‘Horne admiﬁistratibn for a period of time and that somewhat
encouraged me a little bit rnovre because it gave me a better understanding of
sysfem itself how regulations are.applied to farmers a‘nd.how they are able to get
the access ér denial to those services. I Left Farmers Home and went béck fo
doing what I’'m dding now working with small farﬁily farmers with Arkansas |
land and farm devéldpmcnt corporation, then somé other agency and initiatives I
was involved with. We are aléo é'partner with USDA. So as I stand here before
you I want you to clearly understand that I am oﬁe who has been denied ,servicesv,
I am also one whé has wdrkéd directly’ within the syétern of USDA I’m one &ho
als‘o,v\‘vho served yés an advocate in Working with farmers for policy that.‘woﬁvld be
" more suppbrtivé of what these peclyple' are talking about héré today, what wé;re ali
| talking about }.1ereA as far as special projecté and programs A'to meet the neéds,

¥

some of the special needs that exist with minority farmers and also with small
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v fami.ly farms in general, but particularly right now we’re talking about minority
farmers. I would say also in relation to that where we are now, Mr Seéretary, is
- where we were Mr. Borréll said, back in the 70’s. If youjexami‘ne the recorcis,
you’ll find that USDA has some of the same ﬁndings on.some of the same things
that are being said hefe in 1997 that weré said in 1976, 1973, well, is Jimmy still
.her.e, was it *737 Since 1973 and again in other hearings thét were done back in
the mid to latter part of the 1970 s. I wouid suggest twb fhings: one ﬁhat
hopefully before we leave here tonight that there can be something very specific
: that is said that can be done, thaf will alleviéte this issué and what we’re dealing
with here tonight. Thgt it Won’t be a continuation. That we won’t be dealiﬁg with
- this in a way wheré Qe are looking back on the past and saying that this is the
cause of the situatioh that we are in today that happened in the 70 farm bills, the
80.farm bills, ...I’ve got one minute? 1 didn;t even get rny recommendation.

K

Jerry Lee: Go ahead, continue.

Secretary Glickman: We say in Congress without objection, the gentlemen’s

-given an additional five minutes so ...
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Mr. Stefferson: That we will not be déalir‘xg\#ith'this situation coming up in 1998 -
that we are not seriously ad_dreésing this issue in a way that will take us out of it.
Not dealing with "rebgulations and'poliéies that does not respc;nd to what these
needs are and what the issues are. Sdme specific issues gnd needs and one

_ you've already héard it: farmer friendly einployees. That is a goal of USDA and I
understand .is é goal of USDA. The other is we need to identify the issues that
were discussed 1n the 70’s, look at those issues and see how they are compérable
- today. This sort df corﬁparison analyéis‘ If yoﬁ do a comparison analysis of the
issue:;; id_entiﬁed'in‘ thé 70’s and theseAsarne issues ére identified today, that
should give’a message. For some reason we have not goné anywhere in dealing
with the situation we;re faced with now. That wé on the ...equal access.. you;ve
heard that, don’t héve equal access. Recommendation on equal access: is that we
“have to initiate prégrams that allow us, and M. Secretary, we met I think last

| Decemﬁer last month, specific recommendation, I still recommend that .tz') create
aland banking approach through institgtions working with the bagks, not
through the system itself that will create a- greéter 6pportunity fdr farmers to
c;apitalize on the loan guarantee program called equity déposits. And that we also
do more to‘supp'ért our 1890 lan& graht institutions. In building our capacity. We

cannot say that the 1890’s are not doing anything and people I just want to say
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this for the reqo:rd. They are doing a lot, but they’re losing also because they also
“have been a victim of the taking away of resources just as the minority farmefs
ﬁave been also. So there’s .deﬁnitely more suppért and-néed on building the
capaéity of allowing them to do more in our local é.rez;s \;/ith our minority
farmers and create more partnérships to addr%:ss the diverse needs that are out
there. Other point of direct recommendations 611 special targeted prograrhs: youth
haé been referenced, y(’)vu have youth progranis you’re supporting right now I
think we need to expand and disseminate those pmgrarﬁs more that s'peciﬁcally
deal with African American or minority youth fo encourage them to pursué
careers in agricultur;e to get into faming. Mr. Mills who époké here tonight is
one that’s gone through a youth program that we iﬁitiatedt back in 1990 suppérted
by the USDA and by the private sector, he’s now an entry level farmer. Roughly
his third year infoi farming. Meaningful cost.shalre programs. This is at the
committee ke\{el. Now if you really look at the cornrrﬁttee makeups, you know
we’ve got a problem. I asked today_when you wére in Fargo, everyone who
clearly und’erstands, I'm talicing about employees‘, I’'m no"; talkiné about farmers,'
all the em;ildyeés;‘and I ask this to')'zou téday, that clearly understands the
regulations as it iﬁtends to implement the law and every&ne wﬂo clearly

understands the law under the 1996 Farm Bill, please raise your hand. And that’s
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for every empldyee that’s here in USDA tbnight and I’m‘ sure that I'll have all
hands go upf.Are there any employees here? (Laughter)Okay, we have soine
employees. Now everyone Who clearly understands all those regulations, what

| the intent is of those regulatiohs vfof implementing.. to be implemented to enforce
the law, raise your hand. tNo hands) Problem. My point is, Mr. Secfetary, we
have pfoblems wifhin that‘are having a devastating éffects ;jn the people that
they’re supposed to servé. That itself is something that has to be addressed and
‘be dealt with. That’As 'in'-house‘. Marketing support, investments and marketing
support programs that directly enhances the capébilities of institutional
otganizatiens that are creating those rﬁarket; for smalI family farmers in
partiéular ;m‘;nority farmers in the alternative crop area. The ge‘ntléman‘ gave
réference to that area fhat’s a pfdblem we needA to also get investment dollars oﬁt
of USDA to supf)ort prog;ams that are térgetéd for new market development. We
 talked about the equity deposit, Mr. Seéretéry, I guess in my closing poiht let me
séy this, my ten'minu‘;es are just seven, uh, and my closing point is this: we have
heard comments to‘night aboﬁt both di_scriminatidn, defamation of character, and
‘much more. (silence) I’m sure you’ll hear a lot rﬁore as we go through. Aﬁomey
Wilson, Representé.tive Wilson also asked that I make two other .comfnents that I

was fairly sure I’ll be respectable in; in dealing with the time basis that, the cost
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share basis, cost share programs, bkuilc‘li‘ng ihe capacity of these farms is
‘important. We have never had equal access to support 0;1 cost share programs, or-
building soil capacity fhe gentlemap Just talked about that, not having access t:o
irrigation,‘that’s important for thésc farms if you’re going to bs: more
competitive, 'inci:rease yields, more yolumé, making farms more eéopomically

- sustainable, that’s a direct recommendational area. My closing point is that as far
as employees are »concemed‘. ] want to make sure that we understand that we’re
all in this boat together in a lot of ways. In the 90’s under this administration, one -
of the goals is to increase.'the leadership in déci,sio'nmaking positions with
minorities and African Americans witﬁin USDA. That has not happened.
Recently the;‘e seems to be more of a de'clin'ef Certain ground has been lost and
then with the consolidations and the mefgers and the restructuring of the USDA.
I think that’s something that should/be looked at both from the committee level |
: pe’rspectiv‘e on different county committees and also within administrative |
pqs‘itions that we need leadership bo.sitions within the system where .fhéy make
decisions administratively and feel comfortable in doing that as well. When
they’re ‘s,eriousl;y attempting to deal witﬂ the needs that are out there. I’'m going
to close at that point and I will be hoping we can get some specifics on what the

both the follow up and follow through will be.
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Jérry Lee: Thank you. Let me gi‘p?e .y'o‘u this aédress one more ‘tir.ne and indicate
to you that any writte;n cémments‘ that you wisb to submit should bé into
Washington office no later than January the 12th, 1997 which iws next Moﬁday. I
~ believe. That addresg is United States ADepartment of Agriculture, Civil Rightg
VAction Team, PO Box 2890, Washington, DC, 20013. Or the fax number: 202_— -
720-90_30. Now, let me ask you this 'questioh, I can’t read anything left on my
list. Have I missed anyéne? Oris theré ényone that would like to make a

statement. Yes, sir?

Yes, my name is Willié O’Neill from Somerville, Tennessee. I’'m very familiar
with Farmers Home Adminis,tratién Tusedtobea bérroyver from Farmers Home
adminis&ation, buf it got so... I’xh just going to break it down... it got so racially

| until you were ﬁﬁable to talk to the supervisor (and you were talking about that
tape fhat yoﬁ all Weré faping this ﬁleeting? I've goi;} some ‘tapes too that was taped-

a ' »
by the supervisor. If you all would like to listen to them. The only way that I
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think that we can éorrect this problem is put some pedplé in those office who
understand the p'rqblém of the people and just don’t have certain people to deal
with. If you would go-to the Somérviile office and check the ratio on black
people, black farmers in general you will find t.hat the ratlio on every one of them
... and don’t use those good ole boys. When he can’t get it over, _When the
supervisor“can’t get it over, then here come the good oleiboy. Put some people in
the office that’s able to stand up and b_é men and women. We had a person in the
A Somerviﬂe Qfﬁc‘:e that tried to help black peoﬁle, and ,‘she was rooted oﬁt. I sent
fny son £o college he majored in agriculture he was interviewed for ajobin
Nashvil‘le.‘ In the interview, the first thing thié lady asked hirh, did he; know this
particular lady that I'm i:alking about that was put out of ;che job in Somerville.
Hé.answered if this job caused me to do my people wrong, I don’t need it and he
haén’f hag another inierview. He applied for a job with FHA he majored in

“agriculture.

Jerry Lee: Okay. Others?.
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Paul Alexander: Hello everybody? I’'m from Aikram, Kéntucky gnd I did a lot of
business with FHA. I never was ’denyied a loan, I got over S?O0,000 from them. I
was the bnly full time bléck farmer in my coubﬁty.VIn 83 wehada drought,_ so it

- hit me pretty hard and so one of the‘main menAfrom FHA was over my supervisqr :
Y he was in Washingtqn, sé he told my cbunty supefvisor that’rnake sure ’I gota
write off on my loan. But my; supervisor in my couhfy, he wouldn’t do it.
Everytime I'd go there to gej‘: it done he’d have sorﬁething else to do. So we never
got it done I gave him the farms back ahd thén I leased bacic, buy back.ﬁ_”om him
fora while, then so I gave th#t 'u.p, and then I told him I didn’t waﬁt'nothing to dé
with it so I stayed there a wﬁile then they .. I talked to a gliy that bbught them
farms, sé I'still had to go make the deeds to the‘:m'to get the sign it over to them
and evg:rything ‘éfter I give it back to thérn, I still had to do that. So, aftef I did |
that, I owed some‘tax down th,;are‘to the courthouse. I owed IRS $4000. sé I told
‘thé supervisor about that, and he bdught one of the méin mén IRS there and so |
E wenf to fhe courtlxlt)use.before he Vcould change the deed over he séid all this
occur, you do'n’tv owe the IRS no;hing. So, it went on for about two months,
maybe three, I gof a bill back from the IRS, I still owed them money, so and I
finally got that taken care of and I took care éf it myself, tﬁey didn’t take care of

it, so they told me a bunch of stuff about that, }but I still managed to save one of
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‘my farms, still got it now but I wasn’t done right on it, 50 that’s about all I got to

“say. Thank you. -

Jerry Lee: Thank you.

My name is Lem Aﬁderson from Eudore, Afka‘risés. And I want to talk td the

-+ whole staff up there aﬁd 1et them know how_I’vke been treated. I’v¢ been t}eatéa :
pretty rough, ‘I’n”i{ a potato farmer an(i I raised ;vcgetables and sweét potatoes I’ve |

‘ gét my: grandson tryi’rig‘to help me, I’ve even borrdwed nzloney for him ... loan
for my gréndson to farm, too. I’rh tfyiné to keep him in vu:{ith me, but eved year
for the leist three years I’ve béen taking ... I had togoto hearing to éet‘my loan
through. In 94 I went to a hearing for my‘ disaster and I héyen’t got it back yet. -
. They even took - I went threetiniés for this hearing they éold me that they had
vtak’enhtheir judge Vthét’ award me 'th‘e‘disaster money, told ﬁie they had taken him
toa hearing caﬁse he award me ‘the'money', now thejz’re. takmg him té a heaﬁng.
i don’t understan(i it at all and so farxﬁihg is gening rdug};. (laughter) I d§n’tA :
know if I’'m géinjg to have anyming to do with farming th'}s yéar, _but I'm tfyi'ng. I |

lost 30 acres of potatoes by being late getting my money to fann with. When you -
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bid your poiatbe/s out in r‘n’ar}ch‘ y;c.ju bi&‘tﬁém out, you’re suppdsed to‘-‘have your
tmo'n'ey before Mérch,'I géf my«mQhéy in Junevé“r’,h‘lly, that ain’t no farmier. You |

caﬁnof :ﬂaké a farm thét wéy, so‘péople-nee‘.cir’té be doing some’ggiﬁg about us

trying té farrri; And when yoﬁ’ré'trying té raisé ybur kids into farming, yoﬁ need
somebody to stand up fbr you. I"%{é b’ee;ﬁ gbing to heérings for the lést 3 years

trYin‘g to get mon}eyﬂ té far:m wnh jﬂﬂie»ri I'd étill be late getﬁng it. And thi.;:. yegf I

- doh’t know whefher they’re going to Ief ﬁlf; have a‘ éenny 5: nbt, ;cause I‘Iosf all

‘of my nioney in ti}é ﬁeld énd the said it"s no d'isastér, but 1f you’ye gét disaster

you h‘ave‘to g§ io _a hearing t;) get it,fvy‘rha‘t good is djsaster 1f you ’don’tiéver gef

it? So, ‘V'Idvon’t thinkvciisas'tér’sr worth nothmg at z:ill‘., but I’'ve beén through toé‘

* many of them tryihg to gét myd1saster mon‘e‘y. and 1 don't get it and I have,somé

friends, and I qon’t,call co'lo"rs": f"riénds,l CQII humans ‘f.i'iénds, th¢y white friends.

'Théy Sai& théyf got th:ir.mqr/iey‘f(;r t'he_','d»is’.asﬂt‘ér. I Sﬁll ain’t got mine and if you

: také' the jlkldgve‘,to’ a’hejm\'ing ,';xfhét’s:wf'ﬁ)ng, hobody,believe inbﬁc')dy? Sow"I’rn just a

prOrfam’ier tryiﬁg to keep on fafrging, but it looks like I’m going to ha?e to give

- itup. VS'o, that’s ‘what I want to let you all kﬁow I sﬁll ain’t got wh@t I was

supposed to get. Thank ‘yduA; ) e

Jéf;'y Lee: Thank you. . "
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' Secretgry Glickman, USDA emplbyees, farmers, r_ny'name“ is Jim Déy I work
with Tennessee State University in Nashville on theix: srﬁall farmer assistance
program. Secréiary Glickman, you were asking earlier the lady from Arkansas
what specific' items she mighfhavevon you could better assist famers out there
in the field. Froin my experiences working with farmers, the most importarit -
thivng they need is equity. If they have equity in their fanning op‘e’rations they can
get credit aﬁd in order for them to build equity, they need io have land. One of f |
. the ways they can gain equity is by purchasing farmland. The direct FO funds A‘I\ |
| ﬁnderstand have been consistently cut year after yéar. These need to be ﬁlly |
_ funded for the USDA loan program. Also I u;lderétand that ;he need to privatize
such as the guar;mteed loan programs, I undefstand that the year that these were
originally set up, that there was interest assist money to buyAdown the interest
rates to make those more attractive for the prdducers. If j(his could Be refunded,
on an annual basis this would help limited resource prodqurs, minority farmers
* goto the lendiﬁg institutions and be able to get loans at affordable rates. Also,
| restructure thé way cost share programs are administered.:‘ Oftentimes 'what'
happens, the larger farmers, by being in or around the FSA office, know when

these programs are going to become available. And since they’re administered on
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a first cdfne, first serve Basis,‘ they knowl When‘ the signﬁp dates are there‘and
therefore they také advantagé o“t" the progréxﬁs. Sé the smaller farmers may be out
in the field and not able to be a;[ ‘;he FSA Qfﬁée .when these things sign-up dates
.. when the sign-up dates are administered and therefore they’re nof there to take
care of the money v;fhen théy are available. Also, when‘pmgrams are deveioped,
such as the CRP vpro‘grams‘ the consideration needs .to be given to hc#w thése
programs will affect sharecrdppérs and tenant farmers. When CRP land is pﬁlled
out of production, p’eoplé that would nqrmally farm that land are forced to le‘ok
else@here to find rental land to farm This drives up the cost of rental lahd and

4 théy’rc having to compete \&ith f’ar\mersﬁwho own their own land and it puts them
" at an unfair competitive a&vantage. These are just some of the points that I had -

that I thought might be of assistance. Thank you.
Jerry Lee: Thank you. This gentleman.
My name is Norman, I had the opportunity to meet you in Epps, Alabama this

summer I’'m from Mead County, Kentucky. I’m a small farrnexf, I’m having

trouble y‘ou promised ‘up‘ in Epps; Alaba;ﬁa that you’d look at the cattle\‘pricés.
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This year, I worked from sunup to sundown, I'm farrﬁing 120 aéres. Price of
cattle is down to 32 cents a pound That’s gasoline way up, fértili;er going up,
‘I’m‘going in the hole. I'm farming by myself, my incomé on the farrh thig year, I
won’t make $10,000 dollars. Price on my farm, expenses;, $12,006. I already lost
$2000. We’re broke on tobacco, I got $1 .92 tobécco, fertilizer on the price of
tobacco, broke even. Price of gasoline, fuel and oii, no expenses on the tractor,
put a new clutch on tﬁe tractor, $32/hour. My exiaenses...i zero. ] worked all
summer long.for zerb..And you were talking about the 30’s _and 40’s we had
incentive for gésoline, weAll gasoline was down 37 cents a gallon, the farmer got -
it for 18 cents. Feﬁilizer $89 a ton, farmer got it for $30 gton. Seed corn, we |
blanted seed coi‘n, $5 abushel or $110 a bushel and call i; a unit». ‘They"ve got so |
many units, you got 120 gréins of corn in a unit évxnd you had to plant 80,000
grains of corn per acre. You have to have 120 bushels an acre to make a profit. If - |
I don’t i)lani an a’cres of corn, if ] don’t get 120 bushels per acre I lost. What can
we do? Your people, they are down here in Tennessee and Alabama and

Arkansas havé ;h.e same problem.‘Beans, soybeans, potatées, we ha;d a .story in
Alabama, we met a guy in Washington, I’ve beén in Washington. Pqtato f@er,
Artkans.as, North Carolina, he’s a hog farmer. He plant the pig fafmer, he raises

pigs, selling pork chops $1.99 a pound, $2.00 a pound, farmer' getting what? - ‘
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$40 a hundred. Can you raise a hog for $ﬁ'0? Can you raise a bushel of corn for
$200? We’re all going broke. And you Mr. Epps, I met you in Alabama, you
promised you were going to hélp: us. You haven’t dohe it and looked at me dead
in ;he face and said khey, baby I w\;fill take‘_ca’Lre of you. You haven’t déne it. ’'m
here, I came frém 450 miles here just to see you and sfnile in your face and say

hi. (laughter, applalisé)

Good évening, Lhave listened toa number of the commeﬁts that were made My
name is Robert Boone, I also work at Tennessee State University, but more

' importantly, I have been working wi;h and doing research in the area of African
Anierican lmdo@nefs since 1975. In 1979, 1 cd—authored a book entitled, The
Black Rural Landowner: An Endangered Species. As has already been
mentioned we went from 1910 15 miilion acres'to today less than 3. All of the
concerns Athat have been raised here clearly p(iint out that there are problems with
African American farmers in relafionship to attitludes and the reality that they

: experienc;; as fhey have worked with variousv agencies. When we talk about the
future and att;'act-in_g young persons to, in many instances, take over the existing

farm or existing assets or to get into owning land,Athe only way you can have that



- Memphis CR Listening Forum 75 . ’ 1/18/97

happen is that ... we're a coﬁntry that opefates based upon 2 things. One is
success stories and the other is role models. And whéx;,yéu speak of African
American landowhers unfortunateiy, that’s where all thé sad stories are. Léck of
success stqries and the lack of role models. It seems to me that one of the things |
know we can do and that is we can begiﬁ some ser{ous monitor{ng and evaluation
of the preser;t»strucfure. Some have said i;ve need to répléce everybody, I don’t

- know. I guess if the question was raised what Kind of evaluation or moﬁitoring
process is in place now. I don’t know what the answer wbuld be I think I know
what the answer would bé. I know that we are 1iv§ng in an age wherevthe

‘ cohgress is talking an awfql lot - not doing much, but talking an awful lot, about |
term limits and I think one w’ay,»Mr. Secretary we can‘hellp the situation out at
the county level is look at some term limits. We ought tlo.lolok at term limits. We
ought to Jook at éuaﬂiﬂcations. Ought to be sbeéiﬁc guidélines for qualiﬁca'tiqn.»
We oughi to look at Ways to a‘void‘n,epotism, brother? siét;r, uncle, cousin settihg
up a dynasty that coniinues to perpetuate" the system. Becauseul(‘)gically we have(
here is a system that cc;ntinuously perpetuates itself. It doesn’t take a rocket
sciejntist t(:‘. figure that oﬁt. And I also would suggest that I have read and studied

the last report that was done of the U.S. Civil Rights Commission. I believe it

wés, I may be wrong, but I believe it was 87 - I don’t recall the exact date, I’ve
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got a copy ﬁf it in my cér and it éddr,essed many of‘thé same issues we are -
addréséing now. I think ;t:leérly that 'st;mé mistakes have been made in terms of
our monitoring these things to ensure that the money that comes to states,havé
spent in a blind mahne;r. When I talk to léndowners and I talk to elderly péople
and by the way, rjesearc;hcicaﬂy 'shows thét perspris who own the land are
persons who aré in the age of 55 and above,vsenidr level.f When yoﬁ.look ét 1t |
from the African.Amerip}an’perspe‘ctivé‘. And if you go back to our history - we
also know our histoVry” in terms éf various things that went on there with'reSpecﬁt
to discrimination, we are dealing with a population that may‘not be that well |
‘educated or informed kas iﬁ Vmanytinstances ,thei,r: coﬁnterparts. We know that _'
there are probl‘ems with the information getting down to them, you .know, at the
iﬁdividual level. I thiﬁk we know what the.problems are and | aiso think in a

. poéitive’ wéy we can reaily begiﬁ' to address some of those”p_roblems'. I think the
solution is réally'very simpie:' w‘eA need tb simply utilize th¢ for'ces';ve already
have m p’lacé,‘ witﬁ the land grant:colileges and universities, but let’s ha{fev some
real efforts this time, let’s not play games. let’s lodk seriéusly ‘at the county
committee structure. And let’s look seriously at persons who continue to be there
. lei’s i’ook seriously at the statiétiés vtvhat will show thqse individuals who have .

benefited from programs and it will also show who the ones who have not. That,
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to me logically as an educated person, tha'trwbu}d indicéte a problem.’ So I think
it’s really vefy sim}ﬁle'iﬁ this fegard because we need td Ehave the kind of
programs that are in essence color blind. I have no pfobie;m with local control so :
long,aé, at the same ti'me,‘in ﬁly opinion, eVerybédy works well, so long'as
they?re monitored. We all would dQ the right thing.,Yeuiknow there ére alot of us
tﬁat wouldn’t observe the red light if we thought we wox;ldn’t geta tickét and I
juét think we need to have some pélicin’g s§ that we can ;:ido a much better job iand

make sure that all our citizens benefit from what this great country has to offer. -

Jerry Lee: Thank you. We have time for about tthree mo_ré statéments at the most |
so Ie.t me once more indicate to you that you can Awrité ydur comments if we
don’t get to you and that you can mail those comments of fax them. The address
is United States Department of Agriéulturé, Civil Rights ;ActionTeam, P.0. Box
'2890, Washingtén, DC 20013. The fax number is 202-72Q-9030 and y‘our‘

- comments should be in no later than next Monday. The fax number is 202-720-

9030. Other questions about that. N

Mr. Abraham Carpenter: This is just one statement I’d like to make, one

" recommendation that I left off and that is those farmers that are not familiar with



~ _Memphi; CR Listening Forum . S 7;% | - R 1/18/97
the min‘ovrity fgrrn }bivll. I sfcfonglyi r'ecémrﬁend the Depart'me%lt fully fund tﬁe t ,
rﬁindrity farm biljl nu'mberZSOI at the levei that waé recommended 10 millibn

dollar level to give support to new ini‘tiatix?es 'és well és existing initiati\}estodeal

: With thes*,e,issue‘s that we’re hearing here tonight.
Jerry Lee: Thank you. Another stétemént back here

' Mr. Borrell (‘?):Than‘k you. Mr. Secretary, you asked for Speciﬁc
recommehdations from a young léciy that Was up eariier, what I’d like to'dé is
follow up on sqmeﬁthingl said to yoﬁ earlier. I think that the speéiﬁc

‘ ‘recovrnrnendations I urge you to appOir;t soﬁleone‘and while I’m thinking‘atv}o'ut\it |

I recognizé a.few pééple up ihere on the Epmmittee, perhaps Mr. Cole could dé

it, Mr Pe,e'r‘, could .do it. But yqu h%ﬁze m your files alcomplete; fecor’d of specific

acts of discrimination and_ discrifniﬁatioﬁ that’s not alleged; it’s ;Srbveh from

people _§vho work for FarrriersHérﬁe in Arkansas séeciﬁcally if you go back anci
look at these records of tho‘selpéople who haye maybe they started I,O'yeavr.s ago -

and you see the progression that these people have made and continue to move




Memphis CR Listeninig Forum 79 o ‘1/18/97

up into areas of supervision of Farmers Home or Whére they can inﬂict their own .
ideas on people. You immediately remove these people from Farmers Home. In
the County, state ofﬁces; wheréyer they eXis:ft, you just g“o back and look at the
record. The other thing I’m going to say and this might appeér to be somewhat
unusual, but I say to you, Mf. Secretary, £hat no person should become a county
agent in a county who has lived éll of his life someplace else where he had no
minority people at all. To be more specific, it is very difﬁvéult vfor someone from
the northern part of Arkansas where the only Black folk fhey ever come in
contact with ‘afe basketball pla)_fers at U of A or the football playgrs and they
becomé a director of Farmers Home and you séﬁd them th Crittenden county,
Arkansés, in Eastern Arkansas. It’s going to be a problem aﬁd those kind of
people unless you pﬁt them through‘some kind of educational program some
sensitivity training to understand who they’re dealing with aﬁd who they’re.
dealing with because they just do not vhave the sénsitivity té deal with people
over there. I’ve spent time over at ASCS and I can tell you specifically that it
occurred then and continues to occur. The other thing that you should do -
’Sorﬁeoﬁe asked how the big farmers always get knowledge of the information
and the snialler farmers are Ieft out. It’s yéry simple: the County cqmrnittee does

the hiring and who do they hire? Well, I don't want to tell you this but just check
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in Arkansas and see who the people are in the county offices 'thr,oughout '
Arkansas. They’sim.pAly piék up the phdﬁe aﬁd call the farmers and say, look you
need to come gign up today. You need to be here tqfnorrow’._ But they don't call
Mr. Joe Smith beéausé théy Vdoh’t know him and fhey don’ t 1001{ like him. So
they’re never goi‘ng to call him. It’s more of an inétitutional typé racism. Where
sometimes péople are disc‘riminating aﬁd don’t evén» realize they are, they don"t
even think they a;re. But thgy are, because they dén’i know the person. And it -
happens. And you have to put the people over ihere. Let me just share a little
story with you and I’ll be through. I remgmber whe’nAI Worked for ASCS, just to
show you how it works, yOu had a AFali'mers Hom‘e' Dfrector who was a man
named David K Laﬁders in Crittenden County. He"s not there now, the Lord
blessed him with a fétal heart aﬁack, so he’s not thgre anymére. I remember

: whén I went over and I workcd in thé‘ ofﬁce with ASCS and'my supervisor Billy
Realms had asked me t§ go over and see if David would loan me some money to
build a house. If you drive through‘Arkansas,..you can always iéll the houses  that
Farmers Home had ﬁnanged that are ovexf 10 years old. They all look juét alike. -
They are all white frame houses with sinéle carport and thr‘oughout fhe delta,
'ﬂxey lodk just alike. I wanted to buiid a brick home and he said fo me.t‘hat we

don’t build brick homes for Negroes. I told my supervisor, and he said oh, David
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didn’t mean it, I’ll change him so he went over and talked to him and he told me
to come back over and bring another plan he"d let mé build what I wanted to
build so I Carrig‘:d over a brick house wi_th 4 bedrooms, 2 fireplaces a two car
garage, and he bo'ught into the whole thing because my supervisor had told him
to db it. So I’m simply saying to yo# that iﬁ Arkansas, it might not happen
anyplace else, but I know it does in Arkansés, in Arkanéas we still have a system
_in place in Arkansas WHere’ some of these farmers who want to borrow money
from Farmers Home, if they’ve got someone else who éan go d;)wn and tell the
supervisor té let thém have the money, they’ll let them have it. On the other
hand, if they tell them don’t lef them have it, théy won’t get it either. So what

- you have to do; Mr. Secrétary, where there’s history and a pattern of this, and we
knéw it exists, speciﬂcaﬂy remove these pebple frorﬂ ofﬁée. Some of these
peoplé are appointed so you cah remo{fe them anytime you get ready. You don’f
even have to have fa cause. You ’don’i have to charge them with anythiné Just
doﬁ’t like the way they cdmb their hair, you can just simplyAtell,then‘l to go hbme.
| And these kind of people should be removed. And if sorr;e of theée,people from
Arkansas will tell you the truth, they;ll cali them by name for you. It;s not that
difﬁcu}t and if they dpn’£ give you the names, I’ll give you the names éf some of

them because they’ve come and talked to me about them; Thank you very much.
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Jerry Lee: Thank you. Okay, who wants to be last?

: I’Ih Userell Gordbn f_rorﬁ Meéd county and I want to say a V‘few wordé to the
Secretary. I’ve got a son that I've been b.oosting him into farniing and he’s
gettihg out of college in the next year and I went to a meetihg aboui: a week or so
ago anci they 'we'r‘e,sa.yingvthat you;ve got to ‘h'ave 10% and FHA'will go along
\#ith 30% and you’ve got to gef 60% fro‘m somewhere else. Now I AOn’t care

: wﬁat color you is, white or black, now that’s going to be a hard situation to get ’
60% from so.méwhefe else aﬁd ﬁe’s got to come up with 10% because he’s just
getting dut, of college. Now, I don’t care what color you are, that don’t look like
putting the farmer iﬁ ‘business, that looks like that’s trying to keep the farmer
from going into business. ‘Cause you know when you’re degling with three
per‘sc’)nnel 'YOu’Ve got to get‘ 10% from him, 30% from FHA and yo'u know

] you’ve go;c to got to the bank. It’ll be a while before you get a farm. That’s my

impression, you know. What can you do about that?

Jerry Lee: Thank you: We’re going to cut it off at this point and if you have some

written ...
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Someone from audience: Is it possible that you could provide a list to all the

peOple who are here, to let everybody know who else is here? Is that possible?

Jerry Lee: Do we have mailing addressés on the registration? Can someone tell

me if we dto?

Larry Blick: If you siéned your name, address and phone number, if you
remember that was optional, some of you didn’t, if you signed your name,

address and phone number it is possible for us to put together a list.
Jerry Lee: Any problem with that? Staff?

Pearlie Reed: We’ll put together whatever we have and send it to everybody that

signed in.

Jerry Lee: Okay? Let me say that you for coming. It’s been my pleasure to host

you ...
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Secrefafy,Glickmah: Jerry, why don’t you let me make just a quick cénﬁment.. |
Before you all léave, let me just make a quick comment if I m‘ight. First of all,
thank you all for coming. Many of you came a long distance a»hd..I appreciate it
and we have a Team here as you’ve seén that has been cdpiously taking notes
that have been charged with providing specific recommendations to me. I can

- assure you of a couple of things, theré’s two theories I .couldgo on one theory is -
the old slogén thaﬁ I have in my hoﬁse which'says tﬁat after ‘a‘lvl has been gaid and
cione, there_’s alot more said than done. Néw I’ve heard the stories about the late
70’s, fhe protests, we’re going to make sure fhaf théory doesn’t ‘work; The other
theory is another slogan Qut of my house that says today is the first day oif thg

~ rest of your life. And that hopefully is the theory that we,’ré going to be with
because I don’t Wam my‘legacy as Secretary to be clouded with a problei:mvof
how we treat our people, how we treat of customers, how we treat our employees.
1 can’t pro_;nise miracles but I can promisé thai we’re going to treat our people - |
- witﬁ dignity. I can’t promise everybody’s going to make a proﬁt ir; agriculture
anywhere in this country, if 1 did, I’d wouldn’t be in th'is job, I’'d be in sorﬁe other
job.A Maybe I'd be down with that pfeach_er back there. But I can promise that

we’re not going to bé known as the ‘Depaftment that is not in the modern world in
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terms of how we treat every human being in this coun@, so we’ve gotten a lof of
input here 1 car:t promise you it will re!sult in substantivel change; in the way we
do business and ‘the way we treat our peqple. A lot of it has been exbressed to me
tonight is you need péople who are decent, ﬁieﬁdly, hu@@e‘iﬁ the way they treat
 other people. That is 3/4 of life axlxywa};; And we will dé our best to make sure
that you will not bé disappointed by this process we’re going through and again
as Secretary I thank you all for coming here tonight. I appreciate it. (applause)
Jerry Lée: Thank you, Mr. Secretarj for honoring us with your presence here in

- Tennessee.






