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MR. REID: I'm Hershel Reid, the State

Conservationist for the Natural Resources

~Conservation Services and Chairman of the

Califérnia Food and Agriéhlture Council.

I want to welcome you'to Salinas,
California to this Ccivil Rights Customer Listening
Session, and listening is a key word.here. We
would like to thank you for taking time to be here
with us toda§ and voice your concerns.and your
comimnents to Deputy Secretary of Agriculture
Richard Romingér and Secretary.Dan Glickman and
the Civil Rights Action Team.

Jusﬁ'as you are here today committed to
letting us know what changes need to happen, I’'m
pleased to see the commitment from the Deputy
Secretary and the Civil Rights Action Team to make
these changes a reality.

We have‘several panel members here today

to initiate a dialogue with you and your

community. First I'd like to introduce Mike Reyna -

on the far end of this table. He’s the Director
of Rural Development. Next to him is John Smythe,

the State Executive Director for the Farm Service
Agency. And I have not seen any additional

members of the Food and Agriculture Council here

i
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but if we have them, would you please stand.

‘Okay, thank you.

Next I would like té,introduce the leader
of the Civil Riéhts Actipn Team, Pearlie Reed.

Mﬁ. REED: Thank you very much, Hefshel.

For those of you who don’t;know, I served
here for a little'over four years in the job that
Hérshel is in now and it is really good to be back
here in California. So goqd morning and welcome
to all of vyou.

. The first order of business is to ask the
Secretary and the Civil Rights Action Team members
to make self-introductions. 'I’'d like to.start
with‘Bob Cole.

. MR. COLE: Robert Cole, former USDA
émployeé in Arkansas and Washington, D. C.

MS. WILLIS: Joyce Willis. I wofk for
Marketing énd Regulatory Programs in Washington.

MR. WEBER: Good morhing. My name is
Randy Weber. I'm the Associate Administrator of -
thé‘Farm Service Agency in Washington.

MR. WHEELER::>Good morning. Floyd
Wheeler, Director of Human Resoufce Services Food
and Consumer‘Services.

MR. SESCO: Good morning. I'm Jerry
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Sesco withvthe Forest Ser§ice, and I'm
repfeéenting the Natural Ré§6ur¢és and Environmernt
Missionary. |

MR. HARDY: Good morning. I’'m Leonard
Hardy, Deputy Admihistrator for Operations and
Management.‘ I'm with,Rﬁral Development -under
Secretafy Joe Long Thompson.

| MR. THORNTON: Samuel Thornton, Office of
the Secretary. )

MS.VMESSMORE:_ Karen Messmore with the
Food and Safety and Inspection Service, Human
Resources in’Washington.

MR. PEET: Good morning.. Wilbur Pee£,
Administrator Rural Businéss Ser§ices and Rural
Develophent Missionary, Washington, p. C.

MR. MAYA: I'm Stephen Maya, State
Direétor from New Mexico wiﬁh Ru:ai Development.

MR. YEE: Good morning. My name is Mon
Yee. I Work for the Natural Resourcés
Conservation Service out of Portliand, Oregon.

MR. WHITING: Good morning. My name is a
Robert Whiting. I gepresent the officé of the
Chief of Information Office and Department of
Administration.

MR. BARBER: Good morning, everybody. My
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name is Gary Barber. I’m the Director of
Executive Sérvices in Washington, D. C.
| MR. REID: Thank you véry mﬁch.
The next order of business is to turn thé
program over to The Honorable Sam Farr from the

greét 17th Congressional District of California.

Mr. Farr.

CONGRESSMAN FARR: - Thank you very much,‘
Chairman Reid.

I want to welcome Deputy Secretary Rich
Romingef, our former Secretafy of Agriculture for
the State of California, back to Monterey Countyl
He was here during our floods; he’s been here many
times visiting Qrowers and'listening to fafm
workers, and it’s nice to have you back.

With all of these introductions, is there
anybody left in Washington? I’'m very-ple$sed‘t0
weicomé'you all to this session. As a member of
the House of Répresentatives Committeé on
Agficuiture and as an active member of that
committee, I}m Qery, very pleased to see that the
depaitment is having fhése National Regional Civil
Rights Action feam Listening Sessions.

We talk a lot about bringing government

to the people. Oftentimes people‘féel-that
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Washington is so far away and the attitude withinf
the beltway, within theﬁégéater area of |
Washington, isn't sensitive to the local needs and
particularly the rural needs of America. What's
interesting about this department is its history. .
1t has always been the Consumer Advocacy
Departmeht. It’s always been the départment in
the federal government fhat has been closest to

rural needs of America. I think it’s very

appropriate that now we are taking time to bring

.the department £to the communities and to listen to

the people.

AWe have an area here in the Central
Valley -- THAT the Central Coast like that of the
Central Valley. It is one of the most prosperous:
regions of agficulture in the world, and I would .
submit that the Salinas Valley is probably the
most productive agricultural valley in the world.n
We have a great heritage in this region. If you Y
look at the walls around you, youvcan‘see that
heritage on the photographs that are here, so it's
indeed a pleasure as a.member of congress to
welcome you to Salinas and that you chose this
commﬁnity toihave this listening session. ﬁ

Most importantly, I’'d like to introduce
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you'again to my constituents, to the people in the

audience here, to the people that have cbme from
all over California for this session, to a person
who probably doesn’t heed an introduction from
Washington because he’s more of a Californian thaﬁ
he is a Washingtonian.

| I can tell you tﬁat at 1:30 a.m. last
night when I woke up and started looking at CSpan,
I saw himvsitting at the ﬁational Press Club with

Secretary Glickman. So if you were at 1:30 a.m. 

"in Washington -- actually, that was a delayed but

it was yesterday’s program -- and you're here in
Salinas, you’'re alremarkable person, kichafd
Rominger, and I am very, very pleased that you are
this country’s Deputy Secretary.

You will always be my secretary because
you were Secrétafy when T served in the California
State legislature. You are very familiar with
California, with its geography, with its

agriculture, and very familiar with the Salinas

Valley and the San Joaquin Valley whom you’re

going to hear from today. Most of all, I just
want to thank you for choosing to come to this
area.

We have had -- we’ve been dn area that
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has been hit probably more than any other region
~in the United States with high risks. we &ere the

‘area that was the epicenter of the Loma Prieta

1989 earthquake that wiped out many of the
communities around here. We came §ff that
earthquake which really affected tourism more thaﬂ
that it affected agriculture, although it had
disrupted‘a lot of the infrastructure for
agriculture, the well systems, water delivefy
systems and rural electric s?stéms, We got those;
back aﬁd then we found out that'the biggest ‘
military basé in the United States was being
closed which was Fort Ord. The national'recession
came and the economy was in a bad state of
affairs. .I can tell you that today -- those were
the early ’9OSY-— if you look back, we have come:
from a region of risk to a region of opportunity;
and when you were here and seeing this valley
covered wall to wall with water, we thought
agriculture would be severely wiped‘out, your
department came to the aid. I think you’ll hear
today ihat maybe we didn‘t hit everything but
remember at the time, we had to invent the law; §e
had to write the law because Congress had just

enacted a new program regarding crop insurance and
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very little, if any, of the crops in this region
had ever been insured. So under a program called

the Non—inéured Agriculture Program now, we

‘"were -- you were able to write the regulations in

record time and get them adopted so that you éould
assiSﬁithe'people in this valley, and I want to
thank you pubiicly for tﬁst.

I look forward to hearing the comments
from the people. But most of all, I'm very

plessedvto welcome you to the Salinas Valley and

'I'm glad you have chosen to have this public

listéning'session. Thank you.

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: Thank you,
Congressman Farr. I am pleased to be'sack here on
the Central Coast and to be here today to listen:

to what our customers have to say about USDA

programs and about how we are serving our

customers.

Today at USDA, civil rights compliance

has shifted into overdrive because we believe

there is nothing more important than assuring that

we treat all people with dignity and with
civility. So we want to see this department
dedicated to creating an environment in which-

every customer who comes to a USDA office is
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treated fairly and effectively and efficieﬁtly,.
and we also want to ensure that we provide ﬁhat’
same sort of treatment to our owﬁ emplﬁyees. So
with the New Year, we intend to focus oﬁ'how all
of USDA manages ci&il rights‘issues; And toward
accomplishing that goal, the Secretary established
ﬁhis Civil Rights Action'Team. And the first
action that that team took was to set up the
series of‘listening‘éessions all around the
country. | |

And at the same time, Secretary'Glickman

‘announced a moratorium on any farm foreclosures

until they could be investigated to see if there
had beeﬂ any discrimination in tﬁose foreclosures
or in the loan process. So this team, as you have
heard, consists of representatives of each of you,
USDA missionaries, and it_is taking a close look
at .at how things are working at ail of the
organizational lefels and is going to recommend
ways to solve those existing problems. During
January, this team is holding 13 Civil Rights
Listening Sessions all around the country, and<

we're about two-thirds of the way through with.

that series.

All of USDA’'s farm programs and‘farm'

11
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program agencies, including extensiop service at
the headquarters ievel, the state level énd the
county level are involved in this‘discussién. .80
these forums will serve as a hational'§ialqgue on
USDA service to minorit& communities and,prévide
an opbortdnitnyor ﬁinbrity socially disadvantaged
farmers to discuss their bqncerns about USDA
program delivery. We will also seek to identify
new ways that we can build‘partnetships and
improve the department’s outreach and service.

Three. of the listening sessions that

we're having will-be devoted to hearing the

concerns of USDA employees because we have séme of
the similar éroblems_withinvthe organization and
how our employees are treaFed. So this Civil
Rights Aqtioﬁ Team 1is éharged with preparing a
report including recommendations and that should
be’done in the month of February. We are going to
hold senior staff responsible, and Secretary
Glickman has said that he will hold our senior

staff personally responsible for cooperating fully

with this effort, so the bottom line is that we

have a real opportunity to make some poéitive
change in the area of civil rights enforcement.

We can ensure that USDA is a diverse and
¢ .
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civil deéartment to its,empioyees and its
customers, so the Segfétagg‘g;ari‘are de&oted to
solving the depértment’s civilsrights problems and
we’'re committed to bringing about the‘changes-that'
afe necessary. So thank you for being Here ﬁoday
to help us in this job.

MR. REID: Thank you, Mr. Secretary)

I've just learned that our sound system

'is not working quite the way it should be, so

let's'pause for a moment until we make sure that
everything is working properly.
AUDIENCE MEMBER: Would you also get the
trénslatién going,’please?
| MR. REID:  Yes, we will. That will be

going as soon as we get the sound system working

"properly.

(Brief recess.)

MR. REID: Let’s resume. We still don’'t
have all compatibilities compatabilities workéd
out but we will have a simultaneous translation
here for -- by a signer who’sAstanding over here

in the beige sweater, and also the interpreter

will -- we’d ask'peopie to pause during'my

instructions here to allow us to make sure

everyone understands the ground rules. So I'll
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try to pause at appropriate moments here.

Now I would mention also, because we are

here to listen, we want to.make sure we hear what
you have_to’say and the panel is here to do that.
We have available -- bésides the Spaniéh
translator, we‘have a Hmong translator for the
speakers, we also haQe‘a Laotian translator, a
Thai and a‘Vietnamesé, and I mentiéned élready
that we have a signer who is wprking here at the
corner of the room. |

(Translation)

MR. REID: Thank you. Let’s go ahead
with the ground rules,. |
| We’d'l;ke tQ have as‘ﬁany peop1§ be able
to speak today as we cén. I would ask those who

are speaking to limit their comments to five

‘minutes. There will be ushers here and a

timekeeper to help you keep track of your time, so
if you have additional comments beyond the five

minutes, then there will an opportunity to provide

those comments to someone at the back of the

room..
({Translation)
MR. REID: We also will be recording your

comments. We have a court reporter up here at the
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front of the room. As you can see, we have

television cameras here, so we;re making a video
recording of this as well so that we can make sure
that we understand what you’ve said and be able to
take the appropriate actions. ‘ .

(Translation)

MR. REID: Again, this is a meeting to
listen to you,'so we won‘t be asking you questions
or making comments during your'testimony;

(Translatidnj

MR. REID: We will now begin the
listehing session, and you were asked to sign up
and we will be taking sbeakers in the order that
they were presentedvand that they signed'up for
speaking.

| ‘(Translation)

MR. REID: So when each‘speaker’s name'is
called, pleasé goAto the microphone and please
stand close to the microphone so we make surevtﬂat
we get to hear what you want us to hear.

I would rémiﬁd.you that we Qould ask you
to limit your comments to five minutes or less.

| (Translation)' |
MR. REID: Qur firét,speaker is John

Gamboa. He’s the Executive Director for the --

15
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I'm sorry. I cannot make out the rest of .the
association.

If you will give your affiliatiqﬁ,»
please, and Who.you're speaking for, the
organization, or if you are speaking for yourself
or'whatever. | |

MR. GAMBOA: Cer£ain1y.

The name of the organization I'm épeaking
for is for the Greenlining Institute. ‘I’ll start

again. I'm the Executive Director of the

‘Greenlining Institute which is a multi-ethnic

advocacy oriented think tank composed of 38

community organizations across the state, composed

"0of the leaders of thé African American community,

the Asian community and the Latino community. -We
élso have. a coﬁponent from the disabled community
working‘for ué.' One of the organizations that I;m
speaking for that’s part of our coalition is the
Hmong Communityblncorporated*

MR. REID: We ask the translator to

‘translate please.

‘(Translated.)
THE TRANSLATOR: If>you could pause,'then
I could translate. |

MR. GAMBOA: I apologize.
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MR. REID:‘ Please.

MR. GAMBOA: First of all, I‘'d like to.
commend USDA for holding these listenings. I have
had the opportnnity to make §resentations before
hearings before but I wasn't always sure that
peopié at the hearings wére listening. I think
it’s appropriate naming it a listening session, so
I congratulate you, and I aiso want to.commend Mr.
Rominger for holding these hearings. |

This is a critical issue, I think a very
important.issue not only to USDA but I think to a
growing part of our'nation’s.population, the
minoriry popnlatiqn.

(Trnnslétion)

MR; GAMBOA: First of all, I don’'t

believe that it would be.necessary to have

-hearings like this to see if all of the

communities were participating in the programs of
USDA to see if their civil rights were being
implemented, if the agency itself was user
friéndly or cliént friendl?. ! tnink the
bureaucratic prbcesses has frozen out so many of
our community and infparticuldr:recent
immigrants. One of the groups I want tn épeak

about, recent immigrants, is the Hmong community.
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.(Translatién) -

MR. GAMBQOA: As many of yéu here know,
ﬁhe Hmong in Vietnam~wefe our ailies and‘because
they were our allies in Vietnam,.theyvsuffeged

disproportionately because we abandoned them.

" Those in Vietnam who were able to and survived and

fleed (sp) from Vietnam and came to Thailand and
other countries, eventually of those few thousand
that were able to flee and survive the
repercﬁssions from thé Viet Cong and the North
Vietnamese, about 200;000 of them came to the
Uﬁitéd étates. About half qf'those’reside here in
california; 70,000 of those reside in the Freéﬁo
area;A |

The shocking thing is that of those
70,000.wh§ reside in the Fresno area, 70 percent
of them are on public assistance. They are not on
public éssistance because the? want tovbe. They

are on public assistance because we have abandoned

. then again. We brought them to this country and

put them out here and we’ve forgotten about them.
The unique thing is they,wantAto be farmers. They
have centuries of»tradition of being farmers and. .
being excellenﬁ farmers in the mountains of their

home countries. But they have '‘a unique problem
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here in.California and the United States. They
don’f know the regulafiqn§fggﬁéY’re not
competitive with ﬁhe new farming methods that we
have here iﬁ this country. But in spite of fhis,
in the Fresno area, many of thesg families are
attempting to survive and to supplement their
ihcomes through small farmers. In fact, they are
known for having some of.the sweetest, largest or
as Tou Xiong says, a leader of the Hmohg
community, the best strawberries in the country.
There have been several attempts to bring'
tﬁe Hmong commun;ty and provide them with
technical éxpertise but these at;empﬁs have
failed. They failed because the attempts have not
been culturally relevant,,haQen't been in their
language, haén’t'beén with the people they
understand, respectvand have -- and would pay
attention to. I think the USDA now can do
soﬁething dramatic for these people and yvou don’'t
have to do it alone. Most of the work has already
been done by community agencies like the:
organization I represent, and other organizations
in the‘Fresno‘area as well as the financiél |
institutions of California: Bank of America,

Wells Fargo, Union Bank, even Merrill Lynch and
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others are prepared to provide the loans and the
assistance to the ﬁmong farmers after they have
ébtained the technical expertise and are able to
be cohpetitive with the otﬁer farmers in the |
Ffesno aréa. You can make the difference.

Thére’s a program set up alread?.' The
Hmong coqmunity, by the way in Califdrnia, is made
up of 18 clans. The leaders of the clans are

usually called mayors. .Thirteen of the clans ‘have

collectively come together to proéide that ‘inner

phase to take the information we have here in
California that yoﬁ have and make it available in
a way that the HMong farmers could use; They'ré
ready to empéwer,thei:‘own community. It’'s called

the Hmong Community Development Incorporated. I'm

‘speaking -- I‘11 have someone else come up for a
second right now. April Veneracion, can you come
up?

We're speaking for the Hmong éommuﬁity
Incorporated because they don’t have the
resources, yet most of them have to work. The

leaders have to work, and so they asked us to

speak for them today. The project -- the details

of the project I'm going to turn over to April

Veneracion who’'s speaking specifically-for the

20
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Hmong Community Incorpérated. April?

(Translated.)

MS;‘VENERACION: Good morning. My name
is April Véneracion.

I;m speaking today for Tou Xiong, the
Executive Director of the Hmong:Community
Developmenf Inc. in Fresno. I wanted to outline
this project that John has briefly described that'
would help move thé Hmong from public assistance
o self-sufficiency. |

This project is very important because it
provides -- hopefully it will provide the missing
link. Théhﬂmongvhave been very good fafmers in
Fresno. However, they need technical assistance
in a language that‘s culturally relevant; The .
Hmong are alread? active in.farﬁing in the San
Joagquin Valley. There ére more than 600 farmers .
on 3,000 acreé in Fresno County. For agriculture‘
to become a significant source.of incbme for the
Hmong community to»move them to‘selffsufficiency;
they must overcome challehges in three main area?
of production, markéting and_financé.

The Hmohg are good farmers, yet they are
unabie to follow all of the recommended productiorn

practices because of’lack'of credit and therefore
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their yields are‘relatively.low. The avérage'farm‘
sizes are five to ten acres, and this is not large
enough for them to be economically
self—suffiéien;, vet the farmers who héve managed
to borrow production credit have excellent
repayment records bécause the Hmong have a
tradition of debt fepayment, successful
agriculture experience and a history of
cooperation, we belieﬁe this is a unique project
that has an opportunity tb help the Hmong off
welfare and make a sound investmeﬁt in the
community.

The project shows great promise both as
an investment thét willrhelp’the Hmong community |
and as a ﬁodel for community dévelopment and
decreasing welfaré dependency. A program of this
nature is especially timelf given the welfare
reform bill, and we hppe that.the‘USDA will assist
in making this possible. Thank you.

MR. REID: Tﬁank you.

MR. GAMBOA: If I may, just one last
comment. . |

We figure that one-tenth of one peféent~
of the support for fhié project that haé been

going in to mostly white farmers would make a
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tfemendqus difference. The,only difference you
have to make is to make sufe that you’'re able to
interface with the Hmong community. Thank you.
MR. REID: Thank you forvyOur comments.
We would ask Dr. Holly Price to come
forward. She’'s répresenting the Monterey Resource
Conservation District.

TRANSLATOR: Before we do that, may I

- translate what the lady said?

(Translation.)

MR. REID; I believe one of the panel has
a question for Mr.AGamboa.

MR. CéLE: What type of crops and what
was the name of the project agéin?

MR. REID: I'm éorry. I'céuldn't hear.

MR. COLE: What types. of crops do they
grow? | |

MR. GAMBOA: I have handed out a -- what

we did is we hired Ag Land, one of the most

prestigious agricultural assistance organizations,
that does ﬁostly programs in foreign countriés.
In fact, most of their work right now is being
doﬁe in Rﬁssia with the Russian fafmers. They
have done an intensive study of what the Hmong

farmers need.
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I have given a coby of that -- most of
thé stuff that they have ‘been growihg is cherr?
tdmatoés and strawberriés; I don’'t know if that
answers your gquestion, but the report that‘I just

handed out, and maybe you can reproduce it, it

goés into real detail.

MR. REID: Thank you.

MR. GAMBOA: I’m sorry that I was trying
to escaﬁe. I have‘anofher hearing to go to.

MR. REID: Thank you for taking time to
be here and providing us with your insightsl

| (Trahslation.)

MR. REID: Would fo Price please come
forward, representing the Monterey Resource
Conservatién Distriét. .

| DR. PRICE: Yes. As most of you have
prébably noticed, I am not a minority farmer. I
am here representing the Resource Conservatibn
Dist?ict. We are the local spohsér of the Natural
Resources. Conservation Service or NR(CS, Elkhorn
Slough watershed project here in Monterey County.

This project represents a pqsitive‘usé of
USDA'resources’fér serving minority-farmers,.
protecting theif economic‘interest and the~nétural

environment. However, we’re concerned that
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several .aspects of USDA f1nanc1al assistance
programs'under the 1996 Farm Blll may threaten the
agency'’s ablllty to effectlvely serve mlnorlty
groups. The purpose of the Elkhorn Slough pro;ect
is to -- I should stop?

THE TRANSLATOR: . No. I have just been
informed that I am now to interpret for the panelg

when the Spanish speakers come to the microphone, .

‘0 you may continue.

DR. PRICE: Oh,.bkay.

The purpbse of the Elkhorn Slough projeét
is to reduce annual transport of sedimenﬁ into th;
s3lough by 50 pércent and preVent‘ovér an éStimateﬁ
I

million dollars a year in erosion damage.

Hispanic and limited resource farmers

represent over 80 percent of the farmers in this

~watershed, but the unique social and economic

25

conditions of those farmers makes them less likeiy

to'hear about government~assistance programs, tb;
accept or install structural conservation |
pfactices. 50 during the first year of the
project, NRCS looked into why their previous’
approaches hadn’t been effectively servihg these;
growersAand then modified them to better match the

social and economic conditions in the watershed.
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The project team is now taking a
pro-active approach ﬁo contacting farmers and
Offering consefvation systems.that are compatible
with constrained cash flows, short duration leases
and limited Cohstructioﬁ experience. As a result,

Hispanic farmers are requesting assistance in

unprecedented numbérs. The project has been a

real success. Signups for cost shares have

" increased 500 percent from 1995 to 1996. Staff,

all Spanish speaking, has translated materials
into Spanish and has.a number of other initiétives
in tegﬁnology'innovation and permit streahlining
to assist minority growers; and- I'm going toxgi§e-
you some written details of that.

As a result, over 70 individuals and
organizations have received some form‘of'technicél
assiétance on this project. 65 percent of thbse
are éither Hispanic.or Asian American;Aabéut a

thousand acres served and almost 3,000 tons of

estimated reduction in so0il erosion.

Despite these successes, several

obstacles have recently come to our attention that

we believe will limit serving Hispanic farmers.
The USDA ACP program, cost share program, has been

replaced by the EQI program, Environmental Quality
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Incentives. This program ﬁnfortunately aské
farmers to have contrél Qfﬂgﬂéir land for five
years. Mést of the minority gro&ers‘in this

region will have leases for three:years at the

most, so this new program effectively will exclude

many of the minority groups from receiving

technical and cost share systems from USDA.

Similarly both existing and proposed USDA

cost share programs require that the growers put

‘thé money up front and -then will be reimbursed.

For liﬁited resource farmers, this really doesn’t
remo&e the economic barrier that prevénted them
from adopting a conservation praétice in the first
place,vso‘we'd like to see that modified so that
minority farmers can be given money up frOnt to |
éut in conservation practices rather than having
to wait.

We deﬁinitely appreciate USDA’s technibal
suppdrﬁ for this ptoject in the area but ask you
to recognize that excellent staff and the best
intehtions in the world will’nqt be effective
ﬁnless the government programs that thoée staff
use are effectively targeted for minority groups.

Thank you for - this opportunity.

MR. REID: Are there questions? Thank
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you, Dr. Price.

0u¥ next speaker will be Mr. Arnezquito.
He is a farmer representing the Very Best
G:owers. Would you comeAforth, please?

) As you're coming forth, let me just
reﬁind the listening panel that there may be
testimony at times in Spanish, and you do‘héée a
headset. If you'll havé that on when that occurs
so that you can listen, there will be a
simultaneous translation’at that time.

MR. ARNEZQUITO: My name is Meracio
Arnezéuito, and I represent Very Best Growers
Cooperative which is a cooperative that has 11

farmers. It’s made up of just farmers that have

been growing strawberries and raspberries for

many, many vears in Santa Cruz and Monterey.'

"Unfortunately, our cb-op has filed
bankrupt, -you know. Oh October 31st, we filed
bankrupt. One of our salesmen and our cdoling
manager did‘some embezzlement. And this‘is about
three months that we éubmitted ts the local police
all the évidence.that we can, and there hasn’t
been done anything about if. I don’t‘know. How
long are we going to be able to still be in

Chapter 11? We may have to file Chapter 7 and

28
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just get out of the business because there’s no
funds available. :

50 the reason I came here is just to see
if any one of you can follow-up our thing over
here in the local police~because.it’s very sad
that just by the greedy of two peopleAhe:e that

workvfor 11 farmers, and the gfeedy of their own

‘'went in and invested money and just damaged about

11 families and about 250 farm employees plus all
the future for having that cooperative and have
better marketing for the product has been
destroyed. So if anyone over here would just --
can help us over here and the local police to
inves;igate and see that there’'s something to be
aone,‘you know, to hé?e some justice done.

.That’s all. Thank vyou.

DEPﬁTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: Thank you.
We will investigate to see if there's anything
that we can do to assist in this issue, yes. . =

MR. REID: Thank you for taking time to

come and share your comments, and we really do

wish to listen and we are listening to what you

have to say.
(Translation.)

MR. REID: Our next speaker is Mr. Warren

29
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Bain. Has he arrived?

I do noﬁ believe he’s here vyet, so Mr.
Benigno, would you come forth, please,
representing CNT Farms.

MR. BAIN: I'm Warren Bain, and I want to

‘thank you for the opportunity of addressing you.

I was a little overwhelmed when I received notice
that Qe were holding‘a pﬁblic forum. I had no
idea of fhe magnitude.

I repreéent my family, and I’'1ll try not
to be emotional. ABut'13 years ago,’an
organization under USDA Farming Administration was

found guilty by Reagan’s administration and by

‘R. F. Sox (phonetic) Administrator of Farmers Home

Administration, of violating my famil§ and my
civil rights hany times. And I was offered the
option to sue or to settle witﬁ a small interést.
loan ovér 30 years on our family‘farm. I optioned
to take the last and to take the loaﬁ‘and work it.
out.

Since then, on several appeals, théy have
been disgovered tha£ under county supervisors --

not all of them malicely but because of their lack

"of experience -- have violated our civil rights.

If T might read the last time? An appeal officer,

30
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G e :gp‘.‘.:’_ e,
Iverson Chavez, writes he requested an appeal on
the decision of Farmers Home Administration, and
I'm going to read that chapter: The first issue

would like to-address is the annual installment

due on your farm ownership loan. You are
correct.. There was an error made by the County
Officer when notifying the finance officer. He

had notified the finance officer to foreclose on
our ranch stating.thétAthough‘he had not been
involﬁed five.years earlier, the forms were
misswritten, and I was in fact in error and

delinquent.

In this statement -- and I brought copies
so you can look into it -- it was discovered that
I wasn't in error. I had made the payments as

agreed, and he was harassing me. Later she goes

on to read that the reservicing package, she says,

the second issue was whether or not you provided

the application package to FMHA within the

required 45-day time limit. In my review, I found

in fact -- you did in fact provide the requested

package to FMHA during this time period. FMHA did

not act in accordance with FMHA’s instructions.
1951 §.

Am sending you attachments 9 and 10 and

31
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in.ove:turning -- I am overturning the original
décision tofallovaMHA to properly notify you as
to whether or not.you arekeligib;e‘for debt
restructuring. |

The.files have been returned to the Indio
County office.

To this déy, they have néver completed
one reservicing package, denying me the right to
it Q:'not de;ying it. If I might, and I don’t
wanﬁ to take a lot of‘your time because I.can see
that you haﬁe -- some of the viblations that have

been brought upon us was when they took our

‘interest and they had between a Mormon Bishop,

which was our CPA, and my wife and I was-presént
aé a reSefvicing meeting, and he had me fill out a
blank financial document, loan form. And at that
point, he took my interest‘and raised it two
and—a-half,percént wheﬁ he filled it in iater;

We complained of'that and complained on
it and we’ve been complaining for five years about
this.

The other was -- and the reason I'm

addressing USDA is there are several other

. violations. During appeals, Mr. Stope (phonetic)

withheld finances for my -- for our loan which we

MONTEREY PENINSULA COURT REPORTERS, INC.,
' P.O. BOX 2681, MONTEREY, CA 93940
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weren’'t able to buy cattiéwfh desperate attempts

to save the farm. And believe me, there were

-people within FMHA and in this administration and

others that have tried to.help us; we know this.
But when we object to no -- it’s
imbossible to bring investors ih, which we have
done four different times, with hundréds of
thousands of dollars and we start thé program, put
the cattle in, 1600 cattle at one time, a;d
we’re -- they simply will not address our
rese:vicing. |
The last thing we did is =-- I'm from

Riverside County, the Chino Valley, the largest

dairy-community in this country and probably the

world, the largest cheese factory in Corona is

‘'right there, the Golden -- California Golden

Cheese. The calves ranches are_probably -- okay.
My time is up.

In any‘case, we éét,permits from the
local community; we work with the civil leaders,
the building permit; we’ve got the county
supervisors, all of them fo get a USDA packing
house on that plant, and the engineer whobhelped
us put this all together --’'and we had four

million dollars to fund it -- I understand.
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MR. REID: Let me ask, are there any
questions from the pansl here? ,snd then I’'11l ask
the interpreter to summarize your comments. Are
there any questions frqm the panel?

If not, would you please summarize?

(Translation.)

'.MR; REID: I believe there’s a questisn

from Deputy Secretary Rominger.

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: I just wanted

to-say that I will ask Randy Weber and John Smythe

to follow-up on your comments on your situation,
and I understand you did present written material;
is that corrsct? We have it? Okay, thank vyou.

MR. BAIN: ' Thank you, sir.

MR. REID: Thank you for coming and
spending this time and sharing with us.

(Translation.)

MR. REID: Mr. Mario Cabezas, who is a
farmer, 1s our next speaker. Would vou please
come to ﬁhe microphone.

MR..CABEZAS: Good morning. My name

Mario Cabezas. 1I’m a strawberry grower. I

belong -- I'm one of the growers with Very Best
Growers.

I'd like to emphasize that our

34
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cooperative is all Latino growers, and I just
wanted to emphaéis,a little bit more on Qhat
Meracio Arnezquito said. He’'s ocur manager, and
that we do pleaée‘askkfor that help and I
appreciate already the answer of looking into it,.
Like I say, there’s investigations being
made already of our embezzlemént and it kind of
goes a littie bit too slow for us. We’'re not
totally confident that things may be doﬁe right.
That’'s why we ask for your help, and it is very
true, we are suffering economicaily because it's
all our investment§ of these 11 families because
thése 11 growers work -- we wofk in tﬁe field with

our families and all investments are pretty much

. down the drain for that. So thank you very much.

MR. REID: Thank you.

(Translation.)‘

MR. REID: Are there comments or
questions for the panel?’

Thank you for Coming today. Our next

‘guest's testimony will be from Ms. Maria Catalan,

a farmer in the area.
TRANSLATOR: Could 1 ask the panel,
please, to put your headsets on so I can do a

simultaneous interpretation.
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MS. CATALAN: (Through Spanish

interpreter)

Good morning. My name is Maria Catalan.
I'm an agriculture student ﬁhis vear. . I'm
Mexican.

I apologize. I'm a lttle nervous.

I‘worked,for 10 years in agriculture here
in the United States working for various companies
packing, harvesting but my ambition is to}improve,
and not to end up working in the field made me to
go to the Development Center here in Salinas, and
I'm trying to improve in what I can do, what I'm
able to do which is égriculture. And I thank you
for coming here so fhat I can share an experience
with the agriculture department hé;é in Salinas.

I' studied for two yéars so that I coﬁld
do -- také care of a new project, working for 40
families, giving them everythiﬁg and the
assistance in vegetables. I went to the
department. I said, 'I have a new project that I’
want to do; I showed them my plan that I had
which Qas just with’two acres'and they said, No.

This isn’t possible. You can’t plant 15 or 20

-varieties, and it can’t be. You have to bring

another -- you have to plant more. And I said, It
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is possible. I can do it,)*and I did it. I‘'ve

been doing‘it for a year. i’ve been working on
this project for this time.

Most of my customers are Anglos in
Montérey and Carmel but I still have barriers
because I Can’t support my family completely, and
the assistance I have received has only been from
the Center for Develobment.

Thank &ou for listening to me, and I hope
that we Mexicans or Latinos who want to improve
cah getVYOur Support,ﬁecause we’'re helpingvthe
world. I want my children to breathe a different
type‘of air than what is here in the fields.

If you have any gquestions for me?

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: Which

.government offices did you talk to; do you know?

Was there an extension service or the county ag
department or USDA?

MS. CAfALAN: It was an employee who
quks for the USDA. We just hriefly talked
because he wasn’t able to understand the project
which I was presenting to him. He said, It's

impossible that with two acres you can feed 40

- families. . That can’‘t be. And I said, But if I

can’‘t, I can‘t plant on 100 acres. I have to

37
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start wherever I qan;
| So I don’t know if there’'s a way that

there‘s more’aﬁd more support for those of us who
waht to beAagriculturers.anq improve that way. I
can't go to'universit§f I can’t aspire to get
education.at university when I have four children
and I have a husband. I can’t. I have to improve
in doing what I know what to do which is doing
working in agriculture.

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: Thank vyou.

MR. REID:b Thank you for coming'andv
sharing with us todavy. |

OurVnexﬁ‘speaker will be Mrs. Vera
Chavez. Is Mrs. Cﬁavez here? |

All right., Our next speaker then will be
Gilbert and Anna Cox. |

MRS:. COX: Good mqrning. My name is Anna
Cox, and we are the onés that own the éémmercial
goat dairy in uppé# Carmel Valley in the Cachagua
area. We have been licensed by the Department Of
Food and Ag of the State ?f California since |
1987.

We have in the last two years been
involved in a major battle witthonterey Coﬁnty

and two neighbors that have moved in or have filed
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compléints against the dairy. We have spent
nearly $150,000 in‘legal fégg‘énd every county
permit that the county has demanded that we file.
for.

When this battle first started, we

contacted the Farm Bureau, Monterey County Farm

Bureau, who informed us that we were protected by

the Right to Farm Ordinance in,Monterey County but
that we should go ahead and wqu with the coﬁnty
in trying to do whatever it is that they felt
necessary thét we needed to do at this time.

1 neéd'tq make it clear‘that back iﬁ 1987
we went to Monterey County and met with Mr. Clark
who was the head of building at that time, asking
what it waé necessary for us in order to build a
dairy barn, a milKing barn. He asked us that we
must submit plans aﬁd apply for an ag exeﬁpt for
the building, which we did. This was granted.

We procéeded té contact the state to find

out what their requirements were and they gave us

- the requirements, and we went ahead and built the

dairy milking barn. And the county did not
inspect it because within ag exempt they did not
need full building permits. They did come in and

inspected the structures as they were being built
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from the beginning, including building, electrical.
plumbing and all the milkihg‘equipment.

We have been in operation,‘like I said,

sinée 1987. We also produce goat cheese on the
property. I own 11.52 acres in the upper Cachagua
Valley. At that time when we started our

operation( it was a ten-acre minimum for goats --
for dairies actually - did no£‘separate goat or
cowé.

In 1992, Title 21 which is the Monterey

County ordinance came into effect which put

-dairies at 40 acres, .and this is what Monterey

 County has used to close our facility or attempted

to close it. We have gone through all the procesé
from Zoning Administrator Dale Ellis to the
Plannihngommission and which'wé have lost every.
fight that.we’have had. We are now in the process
of taking this to the courts and asking them. We
do néed some kind of a criteria. And sin;e’
Monterey County.has made it a reguirement, a 40
acre minimum for goat dairies, this is a new

industry, as you well know, as far as the milk and-

cheese aspects of it.

Most of you that have worked with USDA

are aware that this is an industry that is
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. dominated by not only mostly women but minorities.

I happen to be a minority. I'm Cuban and Puerto -

Rican. It is the kind of animal that women easily

can handle, and it is a growing industry. I am

and I personally own the Lasco Dairy in Monterey

county which the county absolutely does not want

us.

The USDA is trying to encourage.
minorities and trying t0 encourage not just
minorities, the Latino,,but women as well. We
need to see -- look into criterias tha£ can help
both countieé like Monterey County realizé that
the reQuirements for small animal dairies like
goats, ten acres is more than adequate, not 490.
When you put a 40-acre minimum in avdairy,‘a goat
dairy éspecially, it right thére limits the
capability of any kind of minority of ever ever
owning a dairy, especially in Monterey County,
because of'tﬁe cost of préperty in this area.

When I bought my acreage in 1978 with the
prospects -- I brought-my goats on that property
was with the prospects that I could afford the
land and that'land was paid for for 18 years, and
I have had to mortgage evefything I'vé got in

order to pay my légal fees and to figﬁt for my
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rights to continue to run my dairy.

I do thank yQu and 1 do ask the USDA for
any kind of help thét ?ou can give us. We have
contacted everyone that wé could thihk of fhat}
could give‘us some kind of hei?. I mean we
don’t -- we’'re not asking for financial help but
we're asking‘fbr at.leasf some input or some kind
of éssistance because we don’t know where else to
turn anymore.’ Thank you.

MR} REID: Thank you.

MR. COX: If I may, 1°'d just like to say
one thing or.maybé two .

We have a little probleméin this country
called urban sprawl, and what we are having
problems with and a lot of the”people-in this
room, I assume is having the same probleﬁs, is

that when people move out to the country next to a

42

farming operation, dairy operation, cooling plants.

or whatever,‘they start complaihing. Those
complaihis cost the farmers and a lot of these
people a lot of money to fight in court. |

They have state Right tb Farm laws and
they have county Right to Farm laws. None of thém
seem to be worﬁh thé paper they’re written on.

I'm hoping USDA will come in and do something
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about it.

Thank yoﬁ very much.

DEPUTY SECRETARY
MR. REID: Thank

shéring,your insights and

Our next speaker

Translation. 1I’'m sorry.
(Translation.)
MR.

REID: Thank

Qur next speaker

ROMINGER: Thank you.
you for coming and
your comments.

will be -~ excuse me.

you.

will be Dee Dermake; a

farmer, and following that person will be Felipe

Elias. I'11 just mention
will be coming up.
Mr. Dermake.

Mr.

be Manuel Espinoza.

Elias, and following Mr.

this next person that

Elias will

MR. ELIAS: (Through interpreter)

Good morning,

everyone.

I'm not very good at speaking to a large

group, 'but I will try to do everything possible to

be clear.

I arrived in this country approximately

14 years ago.

Twelve of those vears I worked for

different companies, then a friend told me about a

place where they show you and help you prepare to

43
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produce food clean, and I’ve been there for three
years. And in those three vyears, i have learned
more ih agriéulture than'the‘pfevious years.

The lady who spoke before me, ﬁaria Inez,
almost said everythihg that I wanted to say. Whét
I woul§ like to say'is also for my other farmeré
who Weré not able to come. This center has given
us support and if I couid ever go forward in
agriculture, this 15 the root. This is the
foundation where people who are interested in our
earth we could:say; because in spite of the fact
that we are people who don’t have the resources,
the financial resoﬁrées, to continue and go
forward. In spite of that, sacrificing our own
family financiélly, we’'re trying to coniinue and

go forward, and this is for the good of our

country.
'Thénk you.
’-DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: Thank vou.
MR. REID: Thank you for coming and,
sharing. |

I‘'d ask Mr. ManuellEspinoza to come
forth, and then following him will be Lupe
Flores.

MR. ESPINOZA: Good morning. My name is




10

'yl
12
13
14
15
16
17

18

19 -

20

21

22

23

24

25

45

Manuel Espinoza. I'm a small grower, farm worker/

grower. I'm here to give my commen£5’regarding
the problems we have.

One of them is the problem we have with
Farmers Home because of the process that they use
for the loans that we request. it affects us so |
much. It affects us too much. If this could
change a little bit, our situation would be
better. There wouid be better. ‘It would be less
difficult with our problems.

"Also we have a very goqd friend thét we
see every day. And the sellers‘—— thé sellérs of
thé products that we produce who keep everything
what does not belong to them, and that’s the main
problem we have, that after what they do, after
the. abuse, we end up with nothing.

"Thank vyou.

MR. REID: Thank you for coming and
sharing with us.

And now Lupe Flores{ please.

MS. FLORES: Good morning. I'm Lﬁpe
Flores. I céme from the Fresno County area,
Mendota, California, ana I répresent two
companies, the Ayala Corporation -- I'm the‘offiée

manager. It's a farm labor contracting service.
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We run about 2,000 employees through that company
and today I’1l1 be speaking on behalf of Avala
Farms Incorporated which we jusf formed in "96.

Mr. Ayala, who is not presently here
today, I'm here to represent what he has sent me
with. The land that he’s presently farming was
last used in\production in 1983. Berenda Mesa
owned that ih the Kern County area, and they Qent
bankrupt and an estimated 1,200 employees were let
go at that time. He was an employee éf that
company.

‘An opportunity in ‘96 was open to him to
lease the same land.thatAhe initially farmed back
then as an employee,.and now we're farming that
land. And due £o the respect tﬁat we were not
knowledgeable with all of the applicatioﬁs or the
necessary documentation needed to complete those
USDA for subsidies, we had‘; mdnagement
professional group complete that application and
inrthe forming of them, complefing the
application, we lost out oﬁ*the wheat shbsidy
pecguse we'plant wheat, watermelons and cétton.

So our recommendations today is that if

you can provide a hand out, a guide,. I believe

that we’'re educated enough to complete those forms
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ourselves, and we don‘t have £0,100k for outside
services to do them. And‘tiéthif there is an
error and we do lack something'ahd we don’'t
achieve in getting that proper dbcumentatioh’—— we
know that we did the error, thatie committed the
efror and there’s no one to blame. .

Also the applicatibn thét you provide is
véry.lengthy. And I went to two counﬁies, Fresno
Cduhtf; no help whatsoever from your staff. This
is the application, ﬁere it is, you complete i£.<
And I asked several other guestions, and théy were
not willing to assist. Individuals were not there
to provide that technical assistance that we
needed.

We went to Kern County, totally different

"story. I must commend your staff over in Kern

County. They went from A to Z with every program

‘and that’s where we found out we were not eligible

for ﬁhe wheatrprégram because of the file that was
submitted to them. |

I have one other'commeﬁt, and that’s no
matter what the situaﬁion is or who it is
affecting, the individuals who are in‘theAposition
of'authorit?, such as yourself, have that

obligation to each and every one of us in this

47
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room, no mafter what color we are ér what race we
are. The education is to teach us and the model
I've always used in my livelihood is to teach is
to succéed, and I stand by it and I expéct that
from you as the panel. Thank you.

Is there a question for me?

MR. REID: Are there any duestions or
comments?

CONGRESSMAN FARR: I ha&e a question, and
probably the secretary. '

| As a member of Congress, we get a lot of

people coming into our office who have problems

with several governments, and I'm very, very

interested when you have not been treated well by
public servants at whatever lével, city,~c6unty,
state? federal. I know bur office can call the
congressional liaison with ‘the federal agency and

get~speéial attention, but I would like to ask the

Secretary because it would be easier just to go

. back to the department and say, Can we get a more

friendly attitude out of your department.

. MS. FLORES: Yes, a user friendly
at£itude. Exactly right. I don't thinktI look
that threateniné anyways. |

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: Weil,<that’s

48
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why we're here, to learn the concerns that you
have where weé are nﬁtitieéiﬁg§'§sh féirly,
efficiently or as you would like, So those are the
kinds‘of concerns that we want to hear about
because that’s what we want to fix.

MS. FLORES: Like once again I said, if a
handout was,created, a pamphlet of some form or
type that we caﬁ use as a guide of regu;ations and
record keeping.7

I know you ask for a bﬁdget; I know you
ask for income; I know you ask for background in
farming. It;s extensive, but if we had a guide A
to 2 on, you'know; to complete it, it could be
doné. It éould be done by anyone, anyone tha£ has
knowiedge and education to complete a form. ﬁe
can do it.

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: ' Thank §ou.

MR. REID: Thank you, and I would ask the
interpreter to pleése sﬁmmarize.

(Translation)

MR. REID: Thank you. It’s time to take

a break. Let’'s take about a tén—minute break and

- then reﬁufn after a break.

(Recess.)

(Translation)
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MR. REID: Please take your places.
Would the pane} members pleasé take’you: blaces?
Let’'s resuﬁe our listening forum. It’'s extremely
important that we all have a seat sé £hat speakers
can be heard.

Secretary Rominger has an announcement
for us.-

'.DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER:A Thank you.

We do have a long list of speakers today

‘so‘what’we’ve decided to do is to extend ocur

listening session for another hour SQ.instead of
completihg at 1 o’clock, we’re going to go until
2:00 o’'clock. But in order to complete it at

2 o’'clock, we would ask that any of you who would

‘like, to submit your comments in writing so that

we can get to as many peéple as possible.. We do
have forms out on the table outside where you can
write down anything yoﬁ want if you don’t already
have it inAwritten fdfm.

We also have a 1-800 telephone number
where you can'céll in and give us your
informafion; and that information is a&ai;able
also out at the table in the hallway out there.

So we’d like to move on now and get as

many people as possible so that we can hear your
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concerns.

(Translation)

MR. REID: All right. As we start with
the -- ask the next speakers to come forth, and
let me give you the next two in order. The first
one wili be Strown Martin and then afﬁer him
Lourdes Gonzalez. | |

As he’s coming forth, let me again remind
everyone of the guidelines here, that we have a
maximum of five minutes. The interpreter will
provide a summary of the comments if they’re'in
Spanish, and we’d ask you égain fo_remembér to
provide written comments té us because we want to
hear from everyone.

MR. MARTIN: I am Stown Martin and I'm
with Mr. John Boyd of Biéck Farmers Association.

And to start with and the problems we'’ve
been having, my~first céncern would be ‘ o
responsibility, accountabilit§ and who takes care
éf‘enforcement, and I‘'11 come to that in a very
few minutes. |

Now in 1994, we applied for a loan with
the San Diego, Riverside County, Farm Agency. We
went through the process and in so doing we had

what we thought was an 18-month plan. We were
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able to start in August. However, the contract
was such that we would also extend through 1995.
The thiﬁg that was kind of pecuiiar because at the
beginning of 1995, we were asked to fill out what
we thought was an update of the plan that we
already héd Butlwe discovered later that it was an
application for ano;ﬁer loan which we already had
a loan, now we’'re applying for ahother loan.

Aé you know, in 1995 we had the storms

and crop loss and we lost the crop that we had.

'S0 in working with the county agency, we worked up

to a point where we were supposed to‘get a plan to

repay the money that we had borrowed. And what

was said in relation to the crop loss, we had a
declaration.of disaster for Riverside County‘and a
number of counties in California but‘to thé local
office, there'waé.no such declaration of loss for
Riverside County. .And the office gavé me the
documenf certifying that the Presidént had also
declafed‘RiﬁerSide County for assistaﬁce because
of the loss. And since this was done in this way,
I had to appeal'through the'weétern region for
assistance. Of course we appealed; it is now in
the appeal pro;ess.

But getting back to the loan, the loan
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was delayéd and delaYed and néw We have a
peculiar. We ﬂave three ?;&Qé hgve a decision, an
administrative‘deciéion, but we also‘héve two more
applications for loans, and I haven’t been able to
figure this'out still because eéch time we
sﬁpposedly did an update, we were making an
épplication for another 1loan.

Then we worked up to a point where we

*

. were trying to work out some way to repay the

monevy thét we had. This was dénied. And since it
Qas dgnied, two days later we}relgetting
foreclosures, and we -- I'll try to get through
this as fast as I can.

And of course we had thg appeal, anq the
decision cameAback,‘Reverse yvour decision of
foreclosure and process the loan. Now a 16t
hapéened after that because I contacted a lot of
people. Some of you people in this room, I wrote
letters and letters. to, and we were trying to get
enforcement. |

Thaﬁ's what I'm saying here,
responsibility, accountability and enforcement,
And we still have‘not gotteﬁ enforcement for that
decision, and they -- I'm speakipg of the

agency -- they do not even address it. They say,
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You must become'eligible again. In other words,
doubie standard. We have been treaﬁed differently
in this whole matter.

"I sent a copy of this matter of not beiﬁg
a disaster, and sohe of the people responded and
they just couldn’t understand why you have this
declaration from the P?esident and you have

somebody who gets down the line who is supposed to

s

be responsiﬁe to what the superior as of that
person and instead they’re telling me ndw, You
must become eligible again, but”that is no

assurance. Even though I have a contract, I have

“a decision, but now I must become -- and at the

same time, there’s no assurance that you’'re going
to be made eligible.

I also have these documents and I’1ll give
them to the panel. Thank you.

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: Thank you.

(Translatién.)

MR. REID: Thank you. Lourdes Gonzalez,
then following will be Dan Williams.

MR. GONZALEZ: Hello. Good morning. My

name is Lourdes Gonzalez. I live in Watsonville,

>California. My father and brothers have farmed in

this area since the early 1970s.
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I'm addressing you as president of the
California‘Latino Agriculture,Asséciation, the
state-wide organization of Latino family farmers.
There are over 400 Latino growers farming more
tﬁan 8,000 acres,’primarily strawberries, in
California Central Coast counties. We forﬁed our

association in 1995 because the Department of

Agriculture systematically excluded us from their

programs. Specificélly after the January, March

1995 floods, virtually no Latino:growers along the

coast were able to access grants from your

non-insured crop program to reimburse flood damage
nor crop loans so they could pre-plant.
Working with Cooperativa Compesina de

California, a state-wide non-profit and the 14

member California Latino legislative caucus under -

55

the leadership-of State Senator Richard Palonko, a.

meeting was con?ened wi;h the state directors énd
executive directors of your Conéolidated Farm
Service agency, Rural bevelopment and Natural
Resources Conservation Service.

Thesé men agreed that changes needed to
be made‘in'our county so that Latino growers could
receive the services and benefits your department

have long made available to Anglo growers; They
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not only agreed to make improvements, they did.
Mike Reyna, State Director of Rural Development,
helped arrange a large scéle study of how ouf
Latino growers could develop strategies to market
the strawberries in a more profitable way.

Dr. Hershel Reid, State Conservationisf,
encouraged the expansgon of the Elkhorn Slough
project so .that maﬁy Latino.growers could
participate in its soil erqsion control pfograms.

John Smythe} State Execﬁtive Director of

the Consolidated Farm Service Agency, arranged for

~a team of able bilingual staff to process the

applications and added local staff to help with
working capital loans.

The bottom line is thaf where two‘fears
ago, virtually no Latino growers could access USDA
programs, currently nearly 100 growers have
received grants, CFSA loans of loan guarantees or.
matching funds for soil erosion efforts. Although
very low amounts haQe been disbﬁrsed to them, but
the effort has started. | |

| We applaud these efforts but‘manf more
probléms need ﬁo be worked out béfore members of-
our commuhity can survive in farming. There.afe

systematic changes you need to make in the working
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encouragement to chaﬂge tﬁéf%aét;itudes toward
members of oh;;community. I féei that everyone.
that’'s present here that has tésfified reenforces
tbis statemenﬁ. ,

. We believe your Staff CFSA Executive
Director had itAright when he requested senior
legal staff decision to help makg members of our
community customers of your agency; Review what
changes in the system were requiredfto beﬁter

serve our farmers and to oversee local staff as
o A

. they adjusted to serving Latino growers in

~addition to Anglo growers. We thank John Smythe,

Dr. Hershel Reid and Mike Reyna and their staffs
for helping us discern what prog?ams you have and
whére YOur offices afe located.iiWe do not need
any additional help in reaching bSDA;

| What we need is continuéd internal change
and improvement in your programs;so that they can
better meet our needs. These aré: Timely review
of cur application for wérking cépital loans,
accurate assessments of weather related damages
when they'occur to our farms, making avéilable
terminals for'capital imprbvemen&s to our growers,

expanding erosion control ‘programs to the Santa

57
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Cruz County, and a review of the ndn*insured‘crop
program to meet the specific needs of the local
stawberry industry.

The USDA budget for staff positions has
long ignored the needs of the Latino growers aldng
the Céntrai Coast. _Forget the old policies that
céuse vou to exclude us and make thé necessary
changes to now include us in your priorities.

I would like my membership to our
association to pléase stand up, so you can review

and analyze how many members we have in our

'associafion,I Would you please stand up?

(Translatibn)

DEPUTY SECRETARY ﬁOMINGER: Thank you.

MR. GONZALEZ: Any questions? Thank
you. |

{(Translation)

MR.'REID: Our next speaker is Don
Williams, and followihg will be Federico Melgosa.

MR. WILLIAMS: Hello, Mr. Secretary. My

name is Dan Williams. I’'m here representing

Williams and Fickett, of which I farm with my

brother Frank Williams and his family and Mark

"Fickett and his family, my brother-in-law.

Inv1996'we~weré told by the Farm Service
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Agency office of Russell Count§ where we farm the
west side of Frésho7éount9*£ﬁét'pecause of the

disaster of 1995 and the May rains that destfoyed
our cotton crop, thét we qualified for ahdisaster

loan, and that’s where we started our process of

officer told us that we were candidates for the
disaster loan and we could apply for it, ;e
étarted the application‘process.

| When we started applfinQ for the process,
théy gave us the documents and we applied in a
timely manner. When we turned in all of our
apblication brocess and everything Qas completed,
a second»ioan officer then got involved and told
us that we had more papers we were needing to turn
in, and so gave us a list of these and gave us 20
days to get them’turned in or the loan would be
denied.

At that boint, we were unciear as to'what
he was ésking for. There was'not a cléar
understanding of whét documents he was needing,
and so at that time we asked for an extension
beyond the Zb days and also we asked if we could

have a meeting with them to find out exactly what

it is that they were needing. At that time when’

59

. applying for a disaster loan. As soon as the loan
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we turnea in»—f wé turned in the application and
then set up a ﬁeeting,

We had a meeting with the first loan
officer which told us that we were caﬁdidateSvfor
the lban, and the second loan officer that became
involved later on and also the District Manager at
the state offiée.i In that meeting, the second
loan officer wasithé one that was in charge of the
first loan officer; he basicaily did all of the
speaking. And so at that meeting he basically
told us thaf our extension was denied; Hevsaid --
at first he said he did not receive it but when we
turned in the extehsion, we had it date stamped
when we turned‘iﬁ in. He w&s‘not'in town at the:
time, buﬁ he claimed he didn’'t receive it. His

office did receive it. We have a date stamped -

copy. Then so he said, Even if your -- I did

approve your extension, he said, I’wouid not even
give your 1loan -- ydur réquest to the committee.
He sayé, I have that power. I don’'t even have to
give your request to the committee.

Well,.then we asked for the poésibility
then would we have the right for apbéal sincé.you
did not approve our éxtension. He said, no. "The

right to an appeal lies with me. I have the right
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to either approve your appeai\or deny your appeal
or to apprbvevyour right to appeal of deny your
right to éppeal and he séid; &'h not going to give
you a right to appeal. Then‘we asked, Well, then
could we please have a letter stéting the status
of our loan and what needs to be done or where
things fall out or even just give us a loan
denial; that would even be good, something we

could work with to know what we have. And he

'said, No, I will not give you a status on your

loan and I will not give yoﬁ a lban denial.
Basically we were in a sitUétion where we had a
person there that had a lot of power'that we did
not know how to deal with or any way that we could
deal with.

He left the room, and the'first loan
6fficer left the room and thé FSA District Manager
was still behind and she herself;was almost in
tears at this time and apologetiﬁ to us in saying,
I'am so sorry for the treatment ;hat you got. She
wés even amazed.

And so I guess the ﬁhing that we would
ask isAis there.any possible way to have a check
and balancé on someone like that to where there’s

a check and balance to where we can still have the
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right to an appeal? We still have the iight to go
some&heré in that we’'re not just thfown out the
door just on something -= one pefson makes the
decision and we're thrown out the door and that
same person that throws us out the door says thatl
he has ' the right to whether we are granted an
appeal right and so we lose both ways.

| So basically that’s stt what we wantéd
to present today is just the difficulties that we
had in dealing er a disaster loan. We fruly had
a disaéter. We lost a big pért‘of our whole
operation on it, and we’re still trying to feed
three fam;lies Qith‘this éperation and we’'re doing

our -best to get ourselves back on our feet and I

think we can do it. We're a viable operation;

we're good farmers, and we just wanted a chance to

‘restart and that’s why we applied for the disaster

loan.

The first loan officer said, Yes, we were
éandidates. So just if there’'s any‘way.that we
could get‘it reviewed or any help we could get, we
would just much appreciate it. Thank you for your
time.

(Translation)

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: Thank you.




- 10
‘ll
12
13
14

15

16

17

18

19

20
21
22
23
24

25

. :A‘J: o

John Smythe and the‘state office will investigate
this case because we do have an appeals process.
(Translation.)
MR. REID:' federico Melgosa is our next
Speaker and following will be Jose Montenegro.
MR. MELGOSA: (Through interpretér)

'THE TRANSLATOR: Could the panel

63

please --

MR. MELGOSA: Good afternoon. My name is
?ederico Melgosa. i'm here representing Pajaro
County.

Since we've taiked about all the
disasters that happened in '95‘and comments that
have been maae about all this that I have heard,
it's true. Everything that has been said is
true. The fecent.that I want tq‘know -- I want to
know .if there is someone who is supervising or a
committee tﬁat'is formed, soméoné that will point

and make things straight where they’'re supposed to

be. So that workers} farm workers -- I'm a farm .
worker myself. But we depend on the development
of the country, on things that just -- on the

land, the farm, because if you don’t involve
minorities and ranchers and small growers who are

trying to improve and get better, we’re going to
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be hit the hardest. We are trying to develop and

do something to help.the community and the

. country.

The reason. that I see that they're not
focusing on minorities, thére‘s always help coming
from one place or another but,thosé~of us who'are
poor can only say, Well, there was help but we’fe
éromised SO many things that sometimes it’s
jﬁstv—-'it is too bad that all those promises
never get to those of us who are really in need.

I hadl—— well, I‘ve had several ’
experiences but sevefal promises have been made

but nothing has really gone through. That’s why I

.am saying that there should be a committee formed

that will dedicéfe itself to see that the poor
people; people Qho are just trying to start, those
who are just trying to take off énd their wings
are cut off, why? ‘Beéause'those‘peopleV—~ if we

should be paid one more dollar or one more quarter

.50 that we can feed our family. We're workers who

are harvesting, picking up the product. We're

taking it, ves. It’s very difficult but we don’t
have everything that’s necessary. We don’t have
it because the boss can’t give it to us, because

since they’re small growers they can’t give us an
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increase in our wages., Sometimes they can‘t even
pay us what we’ve already worked because they’'re
broke. Why? Bécaﬁse the flooding came or a
disaster or something else. I don’t know what the
feasons are; they’'re different fgésons.

But I know there are prdmises but they’'re
just promises but if. you really would helé‘those
people, possibly they would give us one more
guarter or one more ‘dollar and they would hire

more people. Why? Because they: are the ones who

are just starting and they want to take off. They

want to heip the community, and I believe that the
progtess of the community is also the progfeséion
of the éountry._ But I believe that’s what is.
needéd because asvthe saying goéé, if you really
give‘help,‘maybe somebody e;se»is staying withvit
beéause like they say, maybe the bigger fish are
eating the little fish, and so those are my
comments. |

So if you would form a committee and that

committee would point the arrow to those people

that are really affected, those that really need
the help and not somebody else who doesn’t have
the rights because, according to me, that’s what I

understand. I have a lot of experience. I have
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been here, my couhtry. I am just a poof farme
worker. I want to say a saying but I don’t know
the saying. Anyway, we're really broke, We can’'t
have our own home; we can’t have -; we have a car
but it's'a car that barely gets here and there.
Now we have to pay inserance{‘we have to pay all

this, and the family is suffering, all the

families. Thank. you very much.

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: Thank you for
your suggestions.

MR. REID: Jose Montenegro and then after

him, Bernave Mota.

MR. MONTENEGRO: Thanks for the
opportunity. I am Jose Mohfeneg;o,,Director of
the Rural Development Center in Salinas, Qf
Training and Resource Center dedicated to provide
meaningful and innovative opportunities of
training, education and assistance to farm
workers, minority families -- minority farmefs and.
their families.

We have 112 acres of land, farm

maChinery,'irrigation supplies, a classroom

facility, et cetera. We have various programs.
We have a samll farm education program‘which‘has

two phases. Phase one is an intensive course and
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the second phase is a ;hree¥year training program,
hands-on practical program"nﬁéfé'the participants
apply,their’learnings obtained in the small farm
education program.

‘We have a community garden, emphasized
fnr women, and a junior agriculture program and
community supported agriculture program which.is
run by Maria Inez Catalan, the wnman th spoke a
while ago. | ‘ |

We work from 30 to 60 families in our
small.farm education five-month intensive course,
work with 25 farmers in the regular'three vear
training program, and this does‘nqt include the
dozens of minority. established farmers who come‘to
request technical asSistance on ;n on-going
basis. - In the garden program, wé have 15 women,
youth in agriculture, several childrenj we're
working with élementafy gchopls in the community..

In our more than 10 years of existence,
more than 200 families and individuals have
graduated. In a recent survey that we conducted,
we found that 74 percent of our graduates have
actually<goné to work as indepéndent workeré. I
can assure youtthat without the agency’s help,

there would have been no hopes for these people to
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achieve the dreamsqu becoming farmers. We;not
only pfoducé farmers,'we’produce resourceful and
innovative farmers. Minﬁrity farmers comé te the
center bécause they know that here they are not
alone and that they are valued members of their
communities. These farmers come knowing that this

is a place where they can be offered accessible

‘and valuable information and technical

assistance. They come because we are the bridge

that helps them reach other programs and

services.

Through our progfams, we improve thé
capacity of socially disadvantaged farmers in the
Salinas Valley by enhancing their ability'to
éffectively participate in and take advantage 6f
our agriculture programs. At thiévpoin£ in time,
those USbA programs designed toiassisﬁ minority

farmers are not looking at the causes of the

- problem but rather at the effects of these

problems. USDA programs and services. are not
effective and do not offer long-term solutions

because they don’t place the minority farmers at

the center and forefront.

USDA should also have more'people-that

really understand and can relate to these
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constituencies. USDA should have people going out
fc the fields where the ré&fnﬁfoblems and
sQlutions can be found} Minorit§ farmers don’t
feel valued by the USDA programs and services.
USDA sees these farmers as people with a set of'
problems and not as farmers with a set of‘tools
and wisdon. Farmers come to us, the Rural
Dévelopment Center, because we provide a
comfortabie setting, a place toAharvést families.
| 'In my experience in erkinngith most
agencies that help or are out looking at doing
things to improve the minority and sociélly
diéadvantaged farmers'’ conditions, I have come to
learn that these agencies have develéped a
deficiency model that is based oﬁvthe limitations
and .barriers rather than on the possibilities and
resources these farmers may offer. We at the RDC
do not look or do not pay'attention to the |
limitations. We look at the possibilities.

The RDC is also bringing to these farmers

‘the following: Information' about USDA programs

that is understandable and will meet their needs;

assistance in using USDA programs; assistance in

growing and marketing; the RDC brings univérsity

and extension expertise for research, teaching and
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infofmation dissemination. We act as a bridgé to
those institutions.

. The RDC plays.a very important.;ole but
we are not recognized.by the Department of
Agriculture. With one exception, we have never
received support from the department; The
exception was a small planting ground from the
Farmers Home Administration under the minority and
socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers
pfogram. The RDC was one of the 2lvassocialiénsv

selected to prepare.a five-year ﬁlan. We were

told that only these 21 group would be invited to

apply for the support and implementation phase.
We developed a very good proposal that received

good reviews and was recommended for funding, but

although we were only one of pérhaps two with a

Latino constituency, we were not funded. And of

the list of succéssful applicants, there were new

groups that were not in the group of the original

21, inéluding some with very limited experience of

working with minority farmers. It also seems that

the RDC was described at one point in the review

of our proposal as a location located in the south
in African Americans.

We recommend full funding of the minbrity
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and sociélly disadvantaged farmers and ranchers

program and we recommend thét"thé program support

‘'organizations, especially community based

organizations such as the Rural Development Center
(unintelligible) to minority farmers and finally |
providing access to loans and relief programs ig
very iﬁportant but it is not enough to alleviate
the sociallf disadvantaged farmers’ conditions.

We are interested in developing a loﬁg fange plan

that would offer long term solutions to the

various phases faced by these farmers. We deal
with decisions every day. We could help. Thank
you.

(Translation.)
MR. REID: Thank you.

Following Mr. Mora will be Maria

"Ramirez.

MR. MQRA: (Through~inﬁérpfeter)

My name is Mora, and I am a small grower
from the Watsonville area and I suffer the
consequences of 1995.

I went to fill out the forms according io
the law, and I was pfomised that I would soon get
help. That help, I got very little, almost

nothing. And as a consequence t6 all that, I. have
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gone through bankruptcy. I have gone to

bankruptcy because I couldn’t continue the plants
that -- I have berries, and what was left was
damaged. And there were very littie harvesting
done this pastiyéar. Now I‘'m in bankruptcy and
it’s two ranéhes, three houses. I’'m not talking

about $100 or a thousand. I'm talking about

millions that I had earned fhrough~many years when

I first started working making 75 cents an hour in
order to get what I have. What I have didn*t come
from docaine or marijuana,'noﬁhingAlike that.
It’s an honest job which now I‘am about to end up
with nothing, ending up under a tree. Please
1istén to me and pay attention ﬁo my prbblems.
And I need something, something so that I can
continue because otherwise I'm going fo end up
living undef a tree. Thank you very much. .
"DEPUTY SEéRETARY ROMINGER: Thank you.
MR. REID: Qur next speaker is Maria
Ramirez and then following will be Steve Samra.
MS. RAMIREZ: (Through iﬁterpreter),
Good afternoon. My name is Maria
Ramirez. I live in Pajaro.
In 1995»when'we had ihe flooding, we also

suffered -- well, everything that we had at home
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and also we also grow strawberries. We lost

at

everything.

VRegarding the house, we did get héip but
over here in the farm strawberries, fertiliéers,
all we were told was that we were going to get
help but as of right nbw,‘we havé gotten no help.
We always talk, we always call, énd they would
tell us that they would send us some applications

so that we could fill them out and send them back

"but as of right now, we haven’'t received

anything.

A year weﬁt by; we called them again, and
they said, Well, since a year has already gone by,
we have already lost that case.

So that’s why I'm here #o see if 'someone
can give us some orientation because just like

myself, there are other people like that. We

don’t know what to do.

Right now we also had to declare

ourselves in bankruptcy because when we had the

" funding, we also lost two truc¢ks during the

flooding and we never got any assistance either.
Now we are just getting fined for those trucks
that were damaged. That’s what we want to know,

whét can we do? Thank you.

73




‘10

11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20

21

22
23
24

25

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: Tﬁank you.

'MR. REID: Steve Samra, and then |
following will be Keith Freitas.

Mr. Freitas, are you readf?

MR. FﬁEITAS: Good afternoon, panel.
Thank you foi allowing me a chance to address you
this afternoén.

My name is Keith Freitas. I'm a farmer

in Fresno County. Well, yvou guys are like sitting

‘ducks up>thefe, aren’t you? Real easy to shoot

at.

I think there’s a big discrepancy between
the have and have nots in this countryvand I think
our family and our children>are going to have --
in the next 50 years are going to have a lot to
télk about énd'debate about these dilemmas we face
today. |

I just came here to offer specific
solutions. I could stand here and complain. I
had a iof to cbmplain about but I just.striked
(Spd it off m? list so I'1l go straight to the
solutions. ﬁ | | |

I have some suggestions to the committee.

of how they can start’qreating a chance at facing

these dilemma and coming up with solutions for
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it.

Number one: Take the wealﬁhy corporate
farmers out of the 1obbf business. They don’t
belong.there. They get government subsidies.
They don‘t need to be lobbying with the money.

Number two: Take the complacent and the

- semi retired farmers out of the FSA County

Committee. They hold too many selfish interests
for the decisions that they must make. The CCC
group at the local FSA offices must be a balanced
association of the people that they are serviné,,
not the agenda which serves them best.
| Number three: Offer grénts and public --
and promote public policy lobby forums, such as
this one, so that the economicallyndisadvantéged
groups have‘equal access to Washington, b. C. and
policy makers.

| Nﬁmber four: Balance out the powér of
the Supreme Court. Do not allow judges which are
robed‘attorneys to dictate to this country'their
self-formulated interpretive decisions of what the
constitution says or should say. Léavg the
interpretatién up to the people of America.

Number five: Engage in-brograms. bon’'t

just debate it to death. Put action requirements
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and‘performaﬁcevtied constraint modeis"tO'the
process.

Number six: Reverse growth apathy in the
United States. We must all see»the logic and’
physical nature of the daméging'effects of apathy_
regarding the growth énd fuiure of América and the
American‘people.-Afhe American people can create
solutions bﬁt they must be heard.

Now I have a specific plan of attack £hat

I've created, just real small. It’s not in depth

because of the time constraints here but it’s just

" something off the top. I coin it  USDA small

farmer joint venture, slash, government‘issued\
crop share lease, growth model concept.

Nﬁmber one:  Assess thé utility value of
all government held,lands'and'de£ermine the
category for placemehtvinto a joint ventﬁre érop
lease program; tie the bercentage of production
and profits to government agency programs to make
them self-sufficient and not dependent upon
grants, %oans and hand oﬁts.

Number two: Develop taréet goals within
the growth model that are tied to specific
engagement of process action formulas. The model

must maintain short duration, action impact,
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qualifying standards phased throughout the life of
the project. The model would ‘develop action
impact qualifying units so tﬁat‘é measurement of
growth can be moﬂitored. ‘The moﬁitoring system
wouid create a dual form of checkS'and balances.

Number three: Tﬁe model c¢ould contain a:
number of variable §ptions‘for funding sourceé and
could have a multiple purpose veﬁhe.

Example: A. The model would create a
competitive forces and alldw for;creativit§ to
grow. As a jdint venture partnef develops funding
sources by utilizing the bargaining power of_the
value added crop share leases to the‘business
plan. N |

B. The model would help with the

government collection of tax dollars by allowing

for participation incentives to the private sector

who would normally look to offset tax liability by
either looking to foreign investment or by
reinvésting into untimely equipment'purchases, et
cetera.

C. The model would alibw for
privatization sampling formulas to develop'at
little to no risk to the governﬁent, and

D. The model would offset government
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expense aﬁd maintenance and upkéep of the target
lands participating in the programib'The.incentive
for the joint venture partner to develop aﬁd
maintain crops and the incentive to beautify the
ag operation would be very high. | |

- I guess that’s the end of it but -- okay,

one more minute.

I'l1l list -- I’1ll just name off seven or

eight different joint vénturé'partnership ideas

-that I had and I won’t go ‘into detail: Fish

hatcheries which could tie the percentage of

production to homeless shelters; alfalfa crops

which could be grownvin the medians of target

highways; wild grass seed crops. These crops
could be grown on unused government held
properties, and the model would provide a joint

venture partner to produce X amount for the

- Department of'Fdrestry for reseeding the forest

fire ravaged BLM lands with the natural habitat
varietiés:of grass seed.

4. Iﬁner city organic gardens. These
couid becoﬁe very productive and profitable
pockets of revenue and benefit. The model could
héve incentive units tied to the partner, joint

venture partner, and the partner would help the
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model utilize welfare labdfﬁto offset the strain
on the government and welfare system. Thank you.

 DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: Thank you.

Please make sure we have that in writing.

(Translation.)

MR. REID: Our next speaker is James
Westfall anq following wili be Thomas Higgins.

MR. WESTFALL: Good day, Ladies and
Gentlemen. I appreciate the opportunity to
address you on my problem that I’ve had with the
local agency‘and the national appeals division.

For three years.I have been in the
appeals process, what I éall'a fevolving door, and
receiving favorable-decisioné and once they’'re
returned to the‘local office, the local office
fail§ to give me my right to the decision that was
awarded to me by the appeal agency.

I entered‘a lease buy back right in 1989,
and at that time I was renting my property.at a
fair market value but suddenly &hen I exercised my
lease buy back agreemenf, I suddenly am renting at

a token rent. What I’'m saying, without being

.facetious, is that because I have a right to buy -

it back at a capitalization value, I'm suddenly

renting at a token rent whereby that increases the
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inflated value, market and éapitalization value.
for my property. |

Without going into every detail of my
persoﬁal_plight with them, basiCaily it’'s one 1iké

similar growers or borrowers or customers of the

agency is accountability. And I think that that

is the heart of the problem, is that when you

.receive a decision from the National Appeals

office and it goes back”tq ﬁhe local agency, it’'s
not Qhat'they wént to hear,‘then they make a new
decision that they don’t want to agree with and
justify it 5y other reasons and meetings.

I am at wits end, frustration as to what
my rights a?e becausg the? ended as of December
31st, because that’'s when my appealé right from
£he national review office in Washington ﬁas
ended. And of course Mr. Larry Jordan from the --
when I expréssed my displeasure and the lack of
cooperation with the agency, I asked Mr. Larry
Jordan from the National Appeals office, regional

office in Denver Colorado, stated that my only

~alternative would be suit with the government. As

a small grower, that’s impossibie with today’s
legal costs, and I’'ve been quoted 50 to 100,000 to

take the agency or the government. That’s not my
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desire. My desire would be to work out a solution

but that has‘ndﬁ'beén possfﬁiéi‘«When you get the

decisions back, the truth is madg into -- the 1lie
is made into a truth. It looks like a twisted
pretzel.

I am just frustrated with the fact that

‘'we can’t as growers depend upon a seif—regulating

agency, régulating another agency. There’s no
accountability; there’s no enfor;ement of the
National Appeals office to render these decisions
and seeing that they aie being implemented;

I'd like to ask -- I'd be willing to
answer any of your questions, if I may, if you
have any. | ’

I can tell yoﬁ that the ' system is not

working. I share the same problems with men that -

go before me of. the farm agency..

MR. SESCO: What county‘are you speaking
from? |

MR. WESTFALL:' I'm ﬁrom.Madera County,
and I’ve been serviced by the farm agency iﬁ
Merced but when there was a reorganizétion, our

package for property was tiansferred to Fresno

~ County.

I give you two -- another inference.
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When I went to apply, exercising my option to

purchase, I was told by the farm -- the credit

" manager df the farm agency that I wouldn’t even

qualify for a loan because of.previous
bankruptcy. ~That waé‘ten years ago. I didn‘t
even have the opportunity to establish -- to
present my credit application'péckage, before 1
was denied. I was denied by his --Vthét he Qas,
prejudicéd against my case.
DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: ‘Thank you.
The appeals process is one that the
committee is looking at and thé accountability
that goes along with that. So we are-looking at
that;
MR. WESTFALL: But I have no rights now
and that’s why I'm here.
| DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: Thank you.
CONGRESSMAN FARR: Mr. Secretary, if i
mayrintervene; I remembér a yéar today was the
adminiétrative branch of government,}there;s also
a legislativé ﬁranch.
| And if you really feel that you’re not

getting well served by government, then go see

your elected congress member. At least what we do

is we can get some more attention to your case and
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we don’t turn things wrong. The:law is the’law
but we can be ﬁelﬁfﬁi in éégfi;g,some aftention,
so}i'D just say if your frustration is as strong
as I heard téday and you~feel you’'re not getting

heard by USDA, by the officeS in Fresno, then see

.your member of congress.

MR. WESTFALL: Right.

May I mention one other‘problem? For'ten
vyears I had a verified local county health
deéartment (Saying) thatvI was léving in a
substandard house. It did not héve drinking
water,'potable drinking water, aéd because bf the
process and the methodology of the,appraiéal, now

supposedly they can use a cost to cure it and it

" brings my house up to, there again, an inflated

value. I had a state mandated letter from Daryl
Zerger (phonetic) stating that Iiwould be able to'
buy my property back at the capifalization value
at the -- in an as-is condition, and it‘s an
inflated value th&t they’re uSing. Thank you.

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: Thank you.

(Translétion) |

MR. REID:‘ Thomas Hiégins is " the next,
speaker and following will‘be Gail Lennon.

MR. HIGGINS: Good afternoon and thank
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you, members of the panel. I'd like to start this
afternoon_by thanking Secretary Glickman for
intensifying the'efforts and also Depuéy.Secretary
Rominger, Mr. Farr and other members of the
panel.

My name is Tom Higgins. 1I'd like to gi§e
you a little background to let you know where I’'m
coming from. My family is one of cattle ranching
in northeast Sténislaus County. That's where ny
origins and my roots are through ten vears of 4H

and five years of FFA, served in the Department of

Food and Agriculture for three years as a

biologist and currently am serving state assembly
member Crﬁz Bruce Demonte (phonetic) as a
legislative aid fegarding agriculture énd
education issues. So that’s just to let you know
where exactiy I'm coming from today.

I looked at this as an opportunity to
present some positive things, some things that we
view the USDA as incorporating currently, and
things we’'d like to see them moving forward with.
One of things I personally 1ikelto stress 1is thé
early interveniion and the inclusion of socially
disadvantaged, economically disadvantagéd and

under represented groups at an early age.
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Specifically I'm speaking“;f the 4H outreach
programs. That’'s an opportunityfwhere we can
really reach out to those affectéd groups and
brihg them in at an early age,.sﬁow them what the
opportunities are for a career apd a lifetime
making.a living in the number one industry in the
United States. 1I°d like to‘seekﬁhose continually
be broadened.

And one of the other things that the
depaftment may look at déing is intensifying its
efforts as far as outreach and training of the --
many of the immigrants that we have and peoéle
that are moviﬁg into becoming self-sustaining
farmers. We've heard_some people speaking of the
Hmong community in Fresno County where we know
those people.to be tremendous fafﬁers in the
practices that they currentl? have. Just imagine

what those farmers codld do if we transition them

‘to even more modern practices, and some programs

are being implemented in Fresno County currently
are very ptomising and we would:hope that the

department would embrace and encourage those even

. further.

This time where we're seeing the welfare

reform acts initiated in albeit a very difficult
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issue here in the state of éalifornia as to how we
transition. I believe it’'s also a uniqgue
opbortunity fof state and federal agencies to see
where they can intensify theif foorts in helping
people become moré Self~sustaining; 1’d eﬁcourage
those effortSAas well. |

Currently one of the iséues that we're
dealing with, both in the state capital and
throughout the state of California, are the floods
that we were ravaged with over the New Years. ‘In
particﬁlar, Qe've been working with the USDA and
emergency loan éssistant prdgrams, such like that.
We’d like to encourage, and some of the comments
that we’ve heard are how lengthy and tedious those
can be. In a time of emergenc&, the bureacracy
can only be -~ can cause further‘frustraﬁion.

We would like-fo encourége a étreamlining
of those applications, but much to the compliment
of the department and those'people ybu'vé had on
the ground at this point, the workings between
FEMA and USDA and ail the various agencieé are to
be commended,.and we thaﬁk you for those efforts.

We contiﬁue‘to see that people throughout
this country are wénting people to transition away

from the governmént assistance and I think one of
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the ways that we do tﬁaﬁ is streémlining
goverhment to 6§erate more"like a business so that
the‘ﬁransition for those'receivihg assiéténce from
the government can be a:smoother'and.easier bhe
into more of a cohmercial setting, and some of
those things I know the Clinton administration has’
been working towards.

One last thing I’'d like  to address is

Fresnp County, as you’'re all aware, is the number

one gross producing agricultural county in the
nation, and I have to ‘admit that it’s a little

troubling hearing some of the problems being

' encountered by various members of the staff. I'm

not sure what exactly that cause!is but I would
hope that you would focus noﬁ only on that county
but in other counties in intensifying that working
relationship between the people we serve in public
service and those who'work for and with us.

And one last thing I°d like to do is once
again thank the panel for this opportunity. I
think the very fact that all of you are sitting in
this room tﬁday shows you're wiliingness and true
sincere‘interest in hearing frdm the people that
we do indeed serve. gnd once again, thank you fof

your time.
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(Translation)

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: Thank you for

‘being here and please express our thanks to

. Speaker Bruce De Monte for your participation and

your suggestions.

(Translation)

MR. REID: éail Lennon is next, following
will be Paul Siﬁg. Following Mr. Sing will be
Vincent Soto.

Gaii Lennon?

Is Mr Soto still here, Vincent Soto?

Then Elaine Trevino will be the next
speaker. |

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Excuse me, sir. .May I
talk, because I come here? I‘left home at 3
o'c;ock‘in thé morﬁing. My husband is 100 percent
disabled‘vetefan and I need to go home soon, so
may I talk here?

MR. REID: Yes. vPlease proceed.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: May I have some more
time‘because of my English problem sé would vyou
please bev?atient and give me a couple of
minutes. Okay? Thank ybu. |

My name is ?hai Vetman (phonetic). I am

Vietnamese, and I farm in Fresno County. I own
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about 300 acre between cotton, raisin and
alfalfa. My husband is yetéran for 16 years now
and I need to run businegs b§ myselﬁ.

I have a problem with UéDA in the past.
Mr. Bob Brasnee (phonetié), who is the director of
USDA SA&S, when I ask -- IAhavg 160 acfe in

cotton, and I come over and I ask him but he only

give me 115 acre on the PIT program and I cannot

.db nothing. And I wish -- like very much to

request you please help me to get back all my 160

“acre back to my program, the PIT program.

And I have crop share for my irrigation,
and he denied me, and I need to go to Sacramento.

I went to Sacramento for 30 minutes and I gét

prove it because I prove it, and -- just a second.
And in 1984 -- no, 1994, ‘95 because

we ——- in Fresno County we have drought, and we.
have three ?ump but becaﬁsé we ggn‘t have enough
water and I cannot -- I don’'t ﬁnderstand first
place, my husband couldn’t farming and I don’'t

understand irrigation because we do not have

" enough water. So then, the battery is very small,

and I lost 50 percent. And when I go to USDA, Mr.
Brasnee denied me. First he gave me 50 percent of

what I 1ost, Two weeks later he gave me only few
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" thousand dollars and not enough for me to pay for

the papef~tray.

In 1980 -- please -- in 1993, ‘94 and
‘95, I have problem. Then 1 don’t'go because any
time I go to the bank, they deny me. i don’'t
borrow money to,fafﬁ. I need to borrpw credit
card. Then a couple of years now, I request of

friend of county to allow me to subdivide my

house, subdivide, because I have a loan from --

disaster loan from USDA. Then they tie three farm

together, and it tie me and I cannot move. My
"husband cannot help me. My husband could not help

‘me; I could not help myself because I don’t know

no program_like this. Now I know.

‘That’'s why I come'to ask you; please,
gi?e me a chance to‘separate my house, only
separate 93 acre to be homestead. Okay? So I can
refinancing, so I can consolidate my credit card I
use for family. I usually have’zb people working
around, but since I lost the crop I cannot(—— in
crop time I have‘80, 90 people come and help-work
for me and I hire a lot of people. But since 1
lost the crob and I néed to bokrowAhigh interest,
I cannot hire no more. .I do myself.

And by the way, so would you please help

90
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me on that? Aﬁdhanéther th;ngdlkask you. This is
for my husband. I come here first- for my

husband. My husband is U.S Air force'major. The
government sent him go -to Vietnaé in 1968 and'f69,
my husband in (unintelligible). fI don’t know what
that program mean, so they sent ﬁim to outside of
Saigon to go and check up on batﬁlefieid.‘ The |
night -- the day before my husband go, they spray
the Ageﬁt Crange. Then 10 year Iater, 9 year
later my husband come home and hé get cancer. He
even have big surgery at Stanford. Wé spent all
money, what‘wé haveﬂ- ‘

‘I know. I would like to have some more

‘time because that is special for my husband.

When that government asked my husband, my

91

husbahd don’t dény it, but when my husband ask the

+

government, they deny it. I wrote to the jque in
New York and he told me V.A; dénied him. kMy
husband get promotion, be a coloﬁei; but the one
who Supefvised my husband coupleéof days ask my
husband, give back the paper, and he disappear.
He:went back to Mex -- tE'Fresnoi—— to United
States, and my husband still nevér hear from that

promotion. And I think U.S Government owe my

husband that beécause now my husbénd 100 percent
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disabled. My husband not oniy one -- did not
serve one war. My husband fOur war veteran}

So now I ask you people, pleasé help me .
Give it to him. Give back to him what he:earned
and please help me with the ASCS, correct and

justify what they did to me. And I almost lose my'

farm-because they did not pay for me what they

should because I have a right on that but because
I am different color, so that why tﬁey,turn me
out. But you know I éay off my bills to date
inClqding ﬁaxes, everything. I don’t owe
nothing.' Right now I own U.S. Farm Home -- just
one teeny part of whaﬁ ﬁy asseﬁ‘i$. 

So pleaseltake a look at that and help me

to get my homestead so 1 can get the loan so I can

pay my hire.

Please let me talk. I understand. 1

understand. This is special case. You don’t have

'a case like I do.

So please help me about that, you know,

. because I never have a chance. For 21 years I in
business; I never have a chance. They throw me,
kick me, spit in my face. I put my head down and

‘walk away. That's all. Please help me. Thank

you.
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DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGEﬁﬁ Thank‘you.
The state offié;'wiil invéétiéate your case.

{Translation) |

MR. REID: Is Elaine Trevino here? If
not, Chris Zachariadis,‘then following will be
William Booker. Chris zachariadis.

MR. ZACHARIADIS: Thank you. My name is
Christoper Zachariadis, here representiﬁg the
Rural Coalition which is a natioﬁal organization
serving world communities and also my own
organization, the Association for Community Based

Education. We are also a national organization

that includes local groups thétAhave been

established byAprimarily‘poor pedple in
communities around the country, including African
American farmers in the‘southy The Federation of
Southern Cooperatives thaﬁ you all know is a
funding member 6f my organizatioﬁ; groups in the
midwest, in Appalachia; Native Americans in the
Great Plains’and'in the southwesﬁ, traffic (sp)
control colleges are members of our group and many
organizétions ih,the west includfng the Rural
Development Center of thch you have heard.x

Oﬁr time is very limited and I won’t take -

time to describe issues -and problems that I'm sure
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‘you have all heard about, but I will try to answer
a question that Mr. Reid asked last month at a

meeting with Secretary Glickman, and the question

is what should ‘be done, and I‘11 try to focus on
that..

The Department of Agricultﬁre has béen
clearly a very critical aﬁency in thié country and
has contributed poweffully to its development.. In
many ways it has fulfilled President Lincoln’s
wish which was to be the people’s department. It
has‘done that. It has helped farmers to do well
and it has built agriculture in this country
tremendously so it’s the envy of the world.
Nevertheless fb? many minority farmers, it is
simply not the people’s department;‘ It is nop
acceSsible; its programs are nof hospitable many
times and.it,is simply not there for them. its
operating and delivery culture has come about in
:ésponse ﬁoAthe needs of a~different time,‘fhé
needs of different people,‘and the needs bf
différent typés of farmers. That is really what
needs'to change.

Disinterest and discrimination are really
important reasons but £hese are probiems that can

be taken care of if we all do what the Secretary
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has committed himself to do, énd:this is to have
better oversight, to‘put the word down‘from‘the_
top and to make sure things happen. "If we stop
there, that would ﬁot be enough. What we need if
we are to truly serve these farmers is to make the
department more relevant, more familiar, more
hospitable, mofe open and more ihviting. There

are many committees and very well meaning USDA

staff around; we work with many of them. Théy
need resources. The whole state of California has
five or six bilingual advisers. That is not

enougp.‘ The§ are working véry hard and they can
simply not do the job. |

But we also need to recognize
organizations such as thevFederation of Southern
Cooperatives and the Rurél Development Center for
the role that they play, a really very critical
role. They are a iifeline.for mény of those |
farmers in mak;ng'poésible -= accessing programs
for them and making possible for them to build

their livelihood. S0 we have a few

recommendations that I’m going to try to go

through very fast.
First, rather than abolishing the farm

service agency, as some have suggested, improve
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it. Tailor loan programs to the needs of
minority farmers in each region and make financing
more accessible; require meaningful outreach and

streamline paperwork and assure that the election

of county committees is more democratic and more

participatory; In this last area, this last
round, only six to twelve percent of eligible
férmers partiéipated and voted and out of those
that did vote, as mahy as one-third were
disgualified.

‘Fully fund Section 2501 of the Food

Agriculture Conservation and Trade Act of 1990;

that is the outreach and assistance program for

socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers. This

has been authorized at ten million ddllars, which

‘we don’t believe is enough, but nevertheless we

recommend that it be funded fully. If necessary,.
let’s get some money out of’the fund for rural
america for it. I understand that this
recoﬁﬁendation to possibly fund it‘at four, fdur
anﬁ~a?half million; we hope you can do better than
that. This is a critical program. It has the
potential of buildin§ the capacity 6f community
based,organizatioﬁs that can in turn assure that

the minority farmers can use more effectively the
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various USDA’programs, and when you do‘that please
make sure that‘hew oganizations such as the Rural
Development Center are .considered.

I think Jose mentioned what might be some
injustice done td this group, this last found.
?lease take a look at it.

| Strengtﬁen and expénd the support of
sustainable agriculturé with an emphasis on
technoiogy transfer to the field‘and oﬁ research
and demonstration appropriate to the interests and
the needs of the minority farmers; provide .
minority farmers with assistance in marketing and
perhaps through the extension service, including

timely information; and finally, establish a

registry of minority farmers to provide a baseline

data for their status, interest énd needs aﬁd to
guide you in your futufe programs; Thank vyou.
DEPUTY SECRETARYbROMINGER: Thank vyvou for
those suggestions. | |
‘(Translation)
MR. REID: William Booker ié next and
then following will be Eva Zarelé.
Ms; Zarela; are you read?? ‘And then
following will bé Espolito Farula.

MR. FARULA: (Through Interpreter)

97
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My name is Hispolito Farula. I'm a small
grower. I had a loan and now they want to take my
house away. They want me to sell it in six months

to a year, and I want you to tell me what can I

do? That’s all I'm here to say.

MS. ZARELA: My name is Eva Zarela, and I

" represent my husband.

In 1990 we asked‘for:a loan from thé
Farmers Home Administration and they loaned us
72,000 and we wefe making payments, $6,000 a year,
and now for two years we haven’'t been able to pay
fhe 1oéns because our crops have gonévdown and
down ang now they’'re saying that if we don’t pay
within half a year or a yéar, then we should sell
everything or they’re going to take everythiﬁg
from us,}evérything, the hbuse, and we’ll end up
in the stréet.

Thank you very much. I'm here to see if
you could give me some assiétance or orientation
of whére to go. Thank you vefy'much.

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER; Thénk you.
We'll follow up on your case.

’(Translation)

MR. REID: Next Espolito Farula, then

following will be Juan Barreja.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

All right. 1Is Léura Conle here, and
following Qould'béﬁCarlotﬁa*Wéoiéock.

MS. WOOLCOCK: I‘'m here.

MR. REID: And your name?

MS. WdOLCOCK: My name is Carlotta
Woolcock. |

MR. REID: Thank you.

MS. WOOLCOCK: I'm speaking on behalf of

the Earthshock One committee, an  independent

99

coalition of small growers, farm workers and small‘

business owners, organizations and other concerned

citizens who have been fighting to ensure that the

'goverhment funds allocated for disasters get io

the people who need them the most and that
recovery for the whole commﬁnity;is ﬁossible. I'm
here ﬁo speak specifically about fhe NAP Program
and the emergency opeiating loans that were
supposed to be available afterAtﬁe *95 floods.
We've now seen disastrous conditions hit
our communities four times in thé past eight
years. First the Loma Prieta earthuake, the
freeze of 1990, the floods of '95 and now the

floods of *97. Each time the problems have been

the same, a penny-wise, pound-foolish approach to

governing that results in natural disasters
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becoming man made nightmares and loss of property,
livelihoods and life itself is thé result, as is
testified to by the other people today.

Each time we’ve seen the same policies
perpetrated by the Federal Eme;gency Management
Agency and the USDA funded by FEMA to administer
specific to agricultural needé has become a poor
joke. ‘The USDA in many cases has not even come
through with cash assistance until at least a year
after'the disaster.. With the 1995 Pajaré'Valley
floods, growers waited through the whole season
before being awarded NAP progrém grénts when in
reality they needed cash at thevbeginning of the
season, right after the disaster, to replaée loét
plants and to pay for'labor.for clean upl .

Labor costs which are the bulk of a

normal season’s production schedule are not even

considerédAin the loss ratios. It seems the

‘concept of assisting not only the farmers but

their workers by ensuring theré's suffigient
fﬁnding up front to pay the kind of Wages thét
could really kick start the local econdmy seems
beyond the USDA’'s or FEMA's understanding.
Speaking as someone who has péured hours

into advocating on behalf of small growers to file
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for disaster assistahce, the NAP program itself is
completely backwards. It’s completely under
funded and it’s a confusing mess. Most small

growers, although desperate for assistance, don’'t

"qualify initially and the rates of compensation

are so low that the actual assistance check does
little to relétively relieve theidisastrous
conditions. | |

The local committees are a virtual
kangaroo court. Concerned farmers try to
accompiish their éivic duty by seréing oﬁ the
committees that cbuld in'theory benefit their own
production and the needs of their community but
the local committees do not have ?ublished rules
and‘do not follow legally precedehted processes
for hearings. C:iteria for grant and loan
eligiblity is dictated by a handfﬁl of hired
administrators who have years of fraining in,
quote, ungquote, interpretation,of‘the |
regulations. |

Volumes of regulations are written in

codes unknown to anyone not carrying a
. T

certification in USDA internal codes. When most
growers manage to wade past the seemingly

arbitrary denial process, growers come before the
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committee with no method of recording the meeting,

no materials translated and a noncertified staff

hember, if they’re lucky, for a translator. Most
don’£ bother'appéaling the decisions because the
process of denial cites no precedent of laws.

In one case our committee has been
working on, it’s been six months waiting for
medigtion and two letters from the state
acknowledging ﬁhe appeal and nothing elée. Two
years later, that grower in particular is on the
verge of'bankruptcy, about tovlose‘his farmland'
and his lifetime of work. If he had gotten
sufficient funds to\replant half of his loss up
front, he would havé made up all the honeyvhe lost
in that‘fatai 1995 season. '

Another flower grower who lost all of his
crop spent over $70,000 on the labor and seeds to
replant. Because of aggressive marketing and very
hard work, he was able to maintéin the same sales
level but when he applied for NAP‘assistance was
tola that the extra costs to recover the season
were not'part,of the program. He now has 1ost his
family home'aﬁd all of their investments.

Even the small qfowers who do keep

meticulous records who can account for every




‘10

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

only go to qualified workers who can’t use the
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flowér stem and every berry picked spend'as much
as 18 months,igbﬁiﬁéﬁéut thé‘NAP mess, never to
recovéf the lost production time.

And how many farm workers lose their
jobs?‘ In Watsoﬁvillé the unempi&ymént rate haé
not dropped below 20 percent for the past.eight
years.

Okavy. It is as high as:35-percentvin the
winter. How many small businesses close because
the farmers and workers dbn’ﬁ haée enough money to
buy groceries or get their cars fixed? And then
in a rush to fix all of this, public officials

throw a little money into job programs which can

time working to collect their unemployment cﬂecks.
It doesn’t haﬁe,sense. Even if we could fix these
problems, the federal policy of offering trade
benefits to.international corporations such that
products like flowers and vegetabies produced in
other nations under use of pesticides long ruled
illegal and unsafe for human contact by workers
forced to live in conditions that have been viewed
barbarid and uncivilized in this country for years
must end.

It must be a priority of any civil rights
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or human rights committee. It is irresponsible
buéiﬁess practices for the federal government to
allow products produced in these conditions to
come to this Country at:the expense of a‘ten
percent per year drop in the cut flower industry
and the small growers overall. As it stands, far
from assisting émall producers, the federal

govérnment has thrown away the cut flower industry

 and is throWing away minority and.small farmers in

general. Our answer is simple.
I have about one more minute.

This Civil Rights Action Team adopt a

policy of market enforcement regulations ahd

regulators require a minimum sales price.Set by
the actual costs of production in the‘Unitéd
States suchAthat paying workers a liviné wage,
providing'for decent wquing conditions become the
market standard, and no individual’vendor,
doﬁestic or foreign, can underﬁine U. 8. pfoducers
who adhere to these standards.

A comﬁission must be set up immediately
to evaluate where the existing programs failed and
redesign fhe USDA disaster assisténceVprograms
funded by FEMA such that the farmers who are

facing bankruptcy and a dissolution of their life
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earnings and businesses can obta;n immediéte
assistance to gééwback onvfheir feet.

At the same time, we must learn from the
‘95 disaster such that the ’97 disaster does hot
leave tﬁe state into an overall déeper |
deﬁression.

3. Grants awarded to farmers must
contain sufficient allocation of:funds such that
the farmers can pay their workeré' wagés,to
compensate for the loss of work due to the
disaster cleanups and reconstruction of farms that
occurs after a disaster. |

4. That the USDA should either change
their requirements for record keeping and
verification of crop7loss or prouide'g:ants to.

train and supply the small growers with tools

sufficient for keeping cut crop ﬁroduction

~records. As it stands, it takes a degree in

advanced bureaucratese and hours for papérwork-
that are simply not thére for thejfafmer who's
struggling from before dawn untii after dusk to
make sure'the crops are growing. - |

| It's not a matter of color of'our skin,
géntleﬁeﬁ, or the social circles that we fun in

that brings on this diécrimination, although the




,«"’“\.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

- 23

24

25

106

ticket of racism, cultural bias and gender
aiscrimination is used against al; of us time énd
again. We won’t stand for it. We have united to
demand solid eConémic policies that benefit each
of us. lWe will not allow issues to divide us.
This time we have the whole community thind us
because this goes deeper than growers. ‘It goes to-

the core of whole communities’ economic stability

"and to the right of every small producer to set.

the value of their product 'in the face of

governmént control and large international

.combines and the right - of every worker to set the

value of their labor. We ask that you join us in

this demand. Thank you.

(Tfanslation.)

MR.'ﬁEID; AJéhn Dunbar is oﬁr next
speaker 'and following will be Sonya Varga-Hammond
Are either of thesé two speakers here? If not,
the following spéaker will be Juan Salinas.
Excusé'me.‘ Please give your name.

MS. CONLE: Laura Conle. '

MR. REID: Thank you.

MS. CONLE: (Through interpreter)

Good afternoon. My name is Laura Conle.

I am president of a group of farm workers. It's a
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group that was formed four years ago, and it was
done in order Esﬁégk‘Burseivéé and help |
ourselves.

We’‘re all small growers:and small growers
who Qant to grow and- it is very difficult for us
to grow. We know it is very difficult when we are
farm workers, especially small férm workers.

What happens is that the big companies
and big corporations during working season, they
hire a lot of workers for the nekp six months and
then ;he next six months, all thé small companies
don’t -- are not allerd to grow because the

bigger‘éompanies have the power; they have the

money and they have the help of the -- help from

government who gives them the opportunity and the

laws and the rights so that they can harvest right

away and then they can leave and take the mone?‘

and they don‘t lose like we do. Those of us whoA
have to use peo?le who have iess money to survive
and those that are affected are the small groweré
and small businesses, and the wéfkers who are here
and are unemployed for six months,v

But we never wondered, Wéll, what "are
people'doing when theyvohly work six months and

they don‘t work six months and they only get $100

107
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or $80 for unemployment. Can you tell me how

those people survive with $1007?" No& theyvare
cutting welfaie.to‘those people whoAare here,
residents who are not citizens, who can’t get
assistance from welfare, who cannot.éet food
stamps and who have children, who are ill, who
have children, who do not get the assistéhée. Can
you tell me héw those people ére supposed to
éurvive when they don’t work for six months? ‘The
work ends in Navember and‘then‘it~starts again in
April.

" If it’s easy to move from here to Arizona
and go work in Arizona and move.all the éeoblé to
Arizdna, there would bevno}housing over there. ,if
people from A;izona.come over here, there-wouldn't
bé housing over here. Therefs a lot 6f programs,
there’'s a lot of assistance, there’s a lot.of
government. agencies but everybody is just’playing
games. That;s what they db,‘they're playing .
games. And the truth is that we need to trf;to be
more flexible,ftry to understand the problem that

always happens to small businesses and td the

' people who are employees and who come here to work

- and who have their family. Many of their children

are going to college. Many of them can no longer

108
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go because with working onl& Siximonths -- I make
$7,000 a year éﬁd'iyé;t unemployment, and if my
husband also works $7,000 - now. my houée payment
is a thousand dollars so even though both ofvus |
are working, Qe can‘t support our family. Can you
give us some solutions so that we can live better,
so that there can be less violence, so’that there
can be less problems?

Why do-we have so much violence? 1It’s
beéause of all the things there ére, bécause we
don’'t form a better system, so that we can have
projects, so that we can have groups, so that we
can havévmore work, 50~£hat peopie dan liye. We
cap't be blaming people,‘immigrants who are‘here
to work or illegal people, bécause ndne.of tha£ is
true. |

I went to the San Joaquin Valley. Ve
weﬁt over‘there -- I went 6ver thére, and they
ﬁeed employees. So what is the truth? Do they
need more employees or do we have-tob many people
here? Thank you very much.

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGE&: Thank you.

MR. REID: Our next speékef is John
Dunbar and then Sonia Varga—Hammond.

Who do we have here?.
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MS. HAMMOND; "My name is Sonia
Varga-Hammond.V |

MR. REID: Please proceed. Thank you.

‘MS. HAMMOND: Thank you.‘ My name again
is éonia Vargé—Hammdnd.

"I'm the County Director for University of
California Cooperative ﬁxtension for Monterey and
Santa Cruz qounties.

First of all, I'd like to thank you all
very mubh for coming and for holding fhese
hearings. - I think that by nbw you've éeen that
thef are very much worthwhile, your time in being
here. | |

I'm not necessarily speaking for these

particular people but I’'d just like to let you

know that they’re here representing the Universit?

of California, Di&ision of Agriculture and Natural
Resources because we're very‘much interested in
what's gding on here today and are looking for
opportunities'ﬁo listen‘and to possibly defelop
programs based on what we hear today.

There are people hére from the office of
the Vice President, the éffice of Affirmative.

Action, ‘the representatives from Fresno CountY‘

Cboperative Extension as well as Santa Cruz (County
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and Monterey County Cooperative Extension, the
Small Farms,Ceﬁtér‘;ﬁd the Cénter for
Cooperatives.

As you know, the missioh of cooperative
extension is not regulatory but father épplied
research.and extension to help everyoﬁe in
agriculture énd that’'s definitely whét we try to
do. 1I’'d like to highlight a program that we’ve
conducted under the leédership of Qooperative
Extension in the.lést,year to conduct what we call
joint -- quarterly joint agency meetings, and
we’'ve have combined -- we meet tégether with all
the governmental regulation -- regulatory bodiés
or bodies interested in-helping agriculﬁure.

We work with the World ﬂevelopment Centef
who you’ve heard from today, CFS and RCS,
California Association of Family Farmers aﬁd
others that I'mvsorry if I'm forgetting, but they
have been very successful meétinﬁs énd as a result
of opportunities and challengés éhat have come out
of those meetings, we’'ve developed some things I'd
like to tell you about,

’ We developed a bilingual: video oﬁ
strawberry‘integrated pest managehent;'we’ve~

developed a bilingual resource guide for the
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tri-county area to tell farmers where to go if

.they have particular problems; we’ve held many,

numerous work shops: One preparing yourself to
farm for yourself; alternative places to market;
alternative crops to grow to strawberries; we've
had strawberry‘prbduction meetings; we’'ve
increased the number of transléted resoutces and
we}ve increased the number of méetings that are
being held that are‘inte:preted simultaneously;

we're sharing mailing lists so that we’re making

sure that we reach as many people as possible.

Again,‘that’s just a few of the things that we've
accomplished in the last year. |
| We are here, as I mentioned; to listen
andvto take appropriate steps to see what we can
do within our identified mission.

» I would just like to men£ion one more
thing to -- possibly for you:to take away. One of

the areas where small farmers can find success 1is

in the niche markets. Unfortunately, most of the

USDA regulations, whether it’s for disaster
relief, crop insurancé, loans, pesticide
regulation, they’re all -- the majority of them

are for the large midwestern crops, corn,

ksoybeans. So oftentimes the small farmer is at a
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disadvantage when facing regulations, so I wéﬁld
just ask that yau'fédk in that afea where
regulations can be modifiéd to'help the small
farmers.

ifd like to commend Congressman Sam
Farr. After the regulatioﬁs, he took -- he had a
real bi§ role in helping get some waivers to those
régulations so.that we could get some of the crop
fémediation here.

And the last thing that I'd like to
mention to.you is that as well as the production
grants for research that ybu givé, that you take a
look aiso at some of the issues ﬁhat ﬁave been
raised here more along the social aspects of
farming because grants for research in those areas
are #ery important as well in the areas of
marketing, record keeping and finance, orientation
to the whole - our systems and the social aSpects
of farming.

‘That was all I had to say. Thank you

very much. Any questions?

CONGRESSMAN FARR: Appreciate your
comments and I would just say as a member of the
Ag committee where we’'re reviewing these programs,

your specific recommendations would be very
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helpful to us. So ifvyou could get --
particularly if you know of the regulations of
where they are -- where the laws, where it just
doesn’'t work --

MS. HAMMOND: Be happy to. We’ll share
that.with your office.

CONGRESSMAN FARR: -- give me those
examples? |

MS. HAMMOND: Sure.

(Translation.)

MR. REID: Mr. Juan Saliﬁas is our ne#t
épeaker followed by Richard Molinar. |

| Is Mr. Salinas here?

AThen following Mr. Molinar, then Albert

Magellan. |

'MR. MOLINAR: (Through interpreter)

Thank you. My name is Richard Mqlinar.

I am a Farm Advisor or for those of you from other

states, an extension agent, and I‘'m with the

’UniverSity of California Cooperative Extension in

Fresno County. I'm also a member of the state-

~wide organization that Sonia mentioned, the Small

Farm Program, located on the Davis campus which

was started in 1979 to hélp small farmers, limited

resource farmers and minority farmers.
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One of the things that I see as a very

 beneficial result of this meeting is the

networking. We haveﬁ't'had a chance yet to meet
with April, but we’'re going to when we get back to
Fresno. We're going to meet with Mr. Gamboa.
We’'ve met with éome of his people from Greenlining
already, with Thai, the Vietnameée womaﬁ who spoke

earlier; we‘ve got her address. So thé‘networking

" that’s going on is great, it’s fantastic here.

California,‘you probably already know, is
the number one state in the nation. If the San
Joaquin Valley were.a nation, it}would be the
sixth largest nation as far as income and what’s
produced in the‘San Joaqﬁin’Valleyi California
has more small farms; many of those being minority
farms, thén any other state in the nation. We
have about f7,000 small farms_infCalifornia.

Fresno is the numbervoné county in the
state. We havé more inéome prodﬁced in Fresno.

We have moie small farms in Fresné than any other
county in the(étate. We alsovhaQe more
minorifies.‘ It was great ﬁo seelthe -- I don’t
know if it was great. Maybe it shouldn’t be great'

to see all the representatives from Fresno County

‘here.
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You’'ve heard a lot of very difficult
times in the Fresno area. We have more Hispanics,
more Asians, more African/hmericans than any other
county in the state. So that’s just a little bit
of background.

| And one recommendation, I fhink, to the
panel would be why have the meeting just in the
one location here in California? My
recommendationvwould be to have at least one more
meeting in the Central Valley somewhere siﬂce
California is so big and so important but, of
course, I'm prejudiced.

Cooperative Extension in Fresno actually
started working with southeast Asians and Hmong 15
tq 18 years ago with my predecessor, Mr, Pedro
Illick, and he started working with the Hmong,
with the Hispanics as well as the Anglos in Fresno
County, and that started 15 yeérs ago.  He did a

survey in 1992 which indicated that there were-

about 830 Southeast Asian farmers -- that’s not
about; that is exact -- at that time Southeast
Asian farmers in Fresno County. 62 percent'wefe

Hmong; 30 percent Laos; one and-a-half percent
Mein and 1.3 percent Vietnamese. So we’'re very

aware in Fresno County of the small farmers and of
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whether we're going to be able to keep him, so

117

the minority small farmers.

’Severéi peéﬁle havé hén%ioned programs
that were §lannéd for Fresno; Michael Yéng; my
Hmong assiétant, is with me here today and I,
along with Chew Yang (phonetic) fﬁom NRCS, are éut
on a daily basis meeting with farmers? helping
them with their pest,problems, with their cultural
practices and so on..

It kind of reminds me tﬁough of my Peace
Corps days where they told us, When you go into
Peace Corpsvfor two years, ddn’t‘expecf to be:
chénging‘that community while you’re there in that
two—year'period. You’'re only just planting
seeds. And it‘s kind of the same thing here.
It’s not that we’'re planting seeds but.it'takes --

it’s a a long process, I'm sure as most of you are

aware.
Kichael Yang has been very beneficial to
my‘program.' He has allowed me to -- boy, time

goes fast. He has allowed me to work with the
Hﬁong and Southeast Asians much ﬁore effectively
and thus.much more efficiently, but our Aands are
somewhat tied. He’s on soft‘money. We don‘t know

from one month to the next or onefyear to the next




10

11

12

13

4

15
16
17
18
19
20

21

22

23

24

25

118

we’'re looking for resources. We’ve talked with
Charles Whittaker from WaShington, D. C. trying to
ge£ resources to keep Michael Yang on.

We worked with the Hmoﬁg New Year which
was just held in Fresno with the Hmong National
Council, the Laos Family Strawberry Cooperatiﬁe in-
Fresno which is 95-percent Hmong.  All the small
farmers in Fresno County and throughout the state,
whether. they’'re Hmong, Hispaniq or African
American or whatever need help, and I’m'not saying
that the cooperative extension is the only agency
there to help but we’'re certainly there at the
ground level, where rubber meets the road.

" We are conducting farm visits, we are

'holding meetings which are translated by Michael

and we’'ve received two grants to help with
integrated best management and fertilizer and
nutrition for southeast Asians geared specifically
to Southeast Asians.

In cloeing, I would say that I would
concur with Mr. Gamboa, who was your very first
speaker, that Fresno County does indeed have the

sweetest strawberries grown by the Hmong farmers

in Fresno County. Thank you.

MR. REID: Thank you.
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(Translatién)

MR. REf55v13uan Salinas and then after
him, Albert Magellan.

MR. SALINAS: My name is Juan Salinas.

I'm from San Lorenzo, and we’'re teaéhing
people how to drive equipment in agriculture. We
also learﬁ how to séll our product, how to develop
the teams and work with the equipment.

In order to sell my pfodude, I have d
buyer that I give him my produce but then he
doesn’t pay me until a month later, and sometimes

I need money and I go out and start selling

‘directly to stores and restaurants. And one of

the feasons is that -- well, when I go to sell at
restaurants, they treat me as though I was just a
street vendor. They think that I’'m there to --
that I'm there and I go and take;—4-steal the
produce‘from the fields, and I’m .telling them

that, No, I don’t, but I want you to know that I

know that there are a lot of people who take the

produce from other people but thén there's‘those
of us who are farmers who are just starting and
want to do things right. And i know other people
do it the wrong way and they make the price of

produce go down. I want you to be aware of that.
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Thank you.

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: Thank you.

.MR,<REID: AThank you. our next speaker
is Mrf Albert Magellan and then Al Smith.

MR. MAGELLAN: v(Through interpreter)“

I live in Greenfield. Mr. Sam Farr,
maybe you don’t know me but evéry time you go over
there; you get 18 votes from .my home. |

I would like to ask you -- I would like
to ask the Department of Agricuiture why don’t
you -- why don’'t you have aﬁ office here in
Salinas or somewhefe, even if it’s just in a
garage because sometimes when yourhave the people

in an office where they’'re too comfortable, they

.don‘t want to work.

You shodld see all the problems we have
to just get out information. I‘'m a farm worker,
you know. I have seven children who grew up here
in this valiey. Right‘how my youngest is already
a junior in Cal Poly and'very often they want to
throw her out because the men who’s over there’in
Sacramento is alﬁays.looking_for illegal people,
always against affirmative éction, but he doesn’t
pay attention to those of you who are réally here

working, my daughter. Many times, you know, I'm .




10°

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

121

alread? retired but Qoﬁetimes what I get, 1like
last year I wagnsupbditing her and paying her
housing but this year now, I have her in Hartnell
taking classes} but she’s wasting time.

I made my sacrifices to pay my home and I

pay -- I have ten acres. Like I said before, the

banks will give you loans; they will give'you the

loans but they right away want you to mortgage

your house. They’ll say, I’'ll give you the loan

but mortgage your‘home. I need to -- I have those
acres and I need a pump for those ten acres, and T
wanf to let the people froﬁ Sacramento know that
I've never asked for'welfare. I .have always
supported my children with my. hands and I will
cdntinue«Supporting them. Thank you.

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: I just wanted
to mention that we do have an office here in
Salinas, and we’‘re working to get‘a new buildihg
where the access will be even easier. Thank you.

(Translation.)

‘MR, SMITH: Good afternoon. My name is
Al Smith. I'm a small farmer in Fresno County. I

was born and raised on a farm. We farm about a

100 acres.

I'm pleased to see that there is -- this
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listening environment for the dire needs of
minority farmers. However, I’m -- one might be
somewhat concerned about the forum’s intent. " For

example, I got a letter the other day, yesterday

to be exact, dated the 10th of January, postmarked

the 13th of January; it arrived at my house
vyesterday with the wrong address, no map, S0 one
might wonder how sincere this is when I get it

yvesterday to be here today. That’s not much of a

~warning.

HoWever, going beyond that, I think that
one of the major concerns of minorities today 1is
the loan process, and I think we can all agree on
that. Is that not right? I think I’'ve heard
evérybod? say loan is the §r6biem.

One of the things -- I’'ve appliea for
loanS<with the Fresno office and the ton of
paperwork théy give you: I could go to a regﬁlar
loan institution and get oneéfourth the paperwork
and I'ﬁ sure it has to have the same content. I
went to a loan institution and-I put a whole
packet together; I took and éot rejeéted and I
took it to Farmers Home and turned if in. They
looked at the loan. rThey said,'Okay. You need to

do this, this and this, this loan package, so I
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- 1 | did this, this and this. And I sent that

2 paperwork in, waited, waited about two, three
3 weeks later. I called and said,. What’'s going on

4 with the loan? They said, Oh, this is

5 insufficient. This won’'t work. :You need to do

6 | our loan package. I said, Gee,vit took thém twq
7 weeks to determine -- two or three weéks to
8 determihe that that would not wérk. Theh again, *
9 I'm inundated with a ton of pape?work which I
10 think is just ridiculous., | |
11 ) Additionaily,‘the interest rates, when
12 you apply for the,loan, the intefest rates are not
13 good. You knéw, they’fe exorbitgnt{i You c¢an get
- 14 better loan rates and here we aré minorities
15 trying to get.good interest rates be;ause we need
16 this monéy with low interest, and the'interest
17 raées are not good. That’s ﬂot godd.
18 The funding time. The:e was a Hispaﬁic
19 gentleman that came‘tb ﬁe’and said, Yeah. I'm

20 trying to buy this piece of property. He went

21 into your office. The funding time was so
22 ridiculous that the people were being foreclosed
23 on. There was no way he could apply for the

24 loan, He’didn’t bother doing the paperwork.
25 Funding time. You’ve gdt to cut the funding time,

t
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especially in rough situétions.

I heard of a loan program that was
designed for mingfities go that when land was
being foreclosed on, they would have a pridr
opportunity -- a first opportunity to get a shot
at thathand. I heard about it. That’'s all. I
can’t find it. You know, I haven’t had anybody
ébntact me and tell me, Hey, we've got land that’s
being foreclosed pn; Wh? don’t you come and apply
for this, put in an application.

The AFC office, the Resource Conservation
office, I applied for a loan for putting a drip
systeﬁ for my vineyafd, and I ﬁut in part of my

drip system. I came back the following year. I

put in another application. They denied me. I

said, Whgt’s the problém? They said, Well, wé'vé
changed the regulatibns this yéar. .I found out
that hadAthey téld me the year before that I could
have applied for my whole piece'of propérty and
done it in segménts, I stili would have qualified,
but they didn’t bother to tell me that. So I got
a partial drip systém in, -

I think what we would like to see, what

minorities would like to see, is a central

information center, somewhere we can go and get
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central information and easy to:get.

We’'d like to see ﬁhé.Uéé Research Center
provide and disseminate infofmatioﬂ, an.
information hot line, that if wé have loan
gquestions, if we have problems, if we have --
whatever programs are available. An information
hot line would make those things available to us.

Speciél loan programs without the book of
paperwork being thrown at us so that we can do
that in -- one minute, okay.

ASC program designed to assist people.

Technical assistance, and not the kind
that I’'ve heard people say Fresné offers. Fresno
has ~- I think they’'re terrible.’ They don’t help
you. They just give .you the papérwork Andeou’re
on your o%n. |

I think wﬁat's really impértant though,
if I can streés this righ;, is réally important is

that if not you gentlemen sitting there and not

the county supervisor but they take in minority

farmers, give them paid'-- compensate the

positions to help minority farmers conquer the
problems that we have because we know what our
problems are; we deal with them on a daily basis.

So if you want.to conguer the problems that
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minorities are having, you need to put minorities -

. in key positions, not so that when they go to the

county supervisor and say, Hey, this is a

problem. >We've got minority farmer X having a
problem, that supervisor has to listen to thenm,
hoﬁ just a token person, not just somebody that’'s"
going to be there and say, Well, we think you need
to do this; somebody that’s got some pull behind
them. That’s what you need to do if you want to
see programs like this -- if you want to see what
you’re talking about working. ‘We know right now
what we’ve been doing and what you’ve been doing
over past years hasn’t worked, so we need to do
something different. Thaﬂk‘you.

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: Thank you.

MR. REID: We need to wrap this up and
even though we have some people that haven’t 'had
time to speak here yet, we would ask you to submit
your comménts in writing.

I would like to personally thank everyone
that came today. I know that your-time is
valuable, andAwe appreciate your sharing your time
with us. Congressman Farr and Deputy Secretary
Rominger have some comments to conclude the

listening session.
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CONGRESSMAN FARR: I'dilike to thank
Secretary Glickman and Deputy Sééretary Rominger
for coming to California, particularly to Salinas,

to have this forum on civil rights. I didn‘t

"intend to stay for the whole forum but I found it

so interesting that I did and I took a note on
everfbody that spoke.

I think you see that we need to do a lot
better networking. It’s sort of -- there’s a lot
of smart people in tﬁis room and a lot of good
ocutcome. I wés partic;lariy interested in Richard
Molinar’s statement about what fhey’re trying to
do to bring together people in the‘Fresho area and
yet we heard a lot of people from F:esnp not aware
of the programs there, as well aé Sonija
Varga-Hammond‘s work here in the Salinas Valley.
And’I hope that we can solve these problems from
the bottoms up with some support from the
department in Washington. |

A lot of things we heard today also are
beyond the control.of the federal government. - We
heard about local zoning issues where there were
concerns about that in the upper Carmel Valley.
We heard about peop;e just not aware of the

programs or that the programs didn’t -- they
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couldn’t qualify.for‘the programs.

And we have a lot of work to dd,and I
pledge as a member of the Ag Committee in the
House of Representatives to help you and help the.
department be as user friendly as this country
brags that it is.. We all have to be proud of the
fact that despite all these propléms, we have
beédme'the‘worléfs best producer of agriculture.
It’'s a greaﬁ, great industry iﬁ this country and
particularly'the specialty crops that we grow here
in California, unlike the wheat and corn programs
in‘the midwest. This county grows 47 different
crops and sells in excess of‘a million dollars,
gnd we have exports going all over the world
today. Sonwe'ie doingksomething'right; we can do
it better.  I appreciate you being here. Thank
you.very much. |

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROMINGER: I want to
thank you, Congreééman Sam Farr,: for being here
and helping out in participatiﬁg in this listening
session so that hé'can give us his ideas and also

can take your suggestions back to congress if

‘there are some areas where we need to have a

change in the law.‘

"I also want to thank this Task Force,
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Action Team that’s here becauseithey have been
spending evenfngs'ahd'weekeﬁds‘fﬁll time working
on this subject, and they‘ve got a big job fo do
in putting all youf thoughté together and
developing a report and recommendations for
Secretary Glickman. So they’ve got a big job
ahead of them but they;ve been doing a lot of hard
work and I want to thank them~f§rvthat.

I want to thankAour recorder here for all
the géod work. I want to thank our translator for
a great'job in helping us out here toda?.

I want~to thank ayl of ?ou for being
here, for bringing your concern to us SO that we-
can figure out.where we need to impréve'bur

program, and Secretary Glickman has vowed that we

are going to make some changes. We are going to
address your concerns. There are a lot of
problems that -- they’'re not -- SOme‘of them may

not be easy to fix, but we are going to make sure
that everybody gets treated fairly when they come
to USDA to participate in our prégrams,' Thank you
very much for being here.

(Time noted: 2:00 p.m.)
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