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.ﬁR.‘CLARK: Good afternoon. I’m Ron
Clark, sta£e consetvatiqnist with National
Resogrce‘éonsexvation'Serviée;‘headquarte:ed in
Stillwater. I‘'m also acting as Chairman of the
Oklahoﬁa USDA Food and Agricuiture Council this
year; I would like to welcome everyone to Tulsa.
This is the Oklahoma Civil Rights Customer
Listening‘Session.

We would like to’thank you for taking the
time fo be heré with us today to voice your
concerns and air any comments that you might have
to the Deputy Secretary of-Agricuiture, Richard
Rominger, and the Secretary Civil Rights Action
Team.>‘Just»as jou are here today committed to
letting us know what changes'need to happen; I'm
pleased to see the ¢ommitment from the secretary,
the deputy secretary and the civil rights action
team to m#ke these changés a reality; |

| We have several.paﬁel members here today'to
initiate a dialogue wifh you and the folks that
“you représent. I would like to introdu&e my
counterpartsvwith USDA here iq the state. Terry
Peach, he’s the Executive Direétor for the farm
Sefvices Agency in Oklahoma; and also Charles_

i

Rainbolt, Executive Director for Rural Development

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE’
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~in Oklahoma. Are there other members of the Food

and Agriculture Council here tha£ we need to
recogﬁize? Yes, sir. Hi, Rick. 'Thénks for g;ing
here.

| MR.’CLARK: Next, I would like to
introduce Pearlie Reed, the civil rights action
team leader.

MR. REED: Good éfternbon. The first
thingAI would liké to do is to ask the action team
member§ to make self-int:oduction, excuse me
self-introductions. So‘can we start with you,
Randy? | |

MR. WEBER: My name is Randy Weber. I'm
the Associate Adminiétrator for the Farm Sérvice'
Agency.

| MR. PEER: Good afternoon. I‘m Wiibur
Peer, Associate Admihistratoerf Rural B#siness
Services in the rurai'dévelopment commission area.

MS. MESSMORE: Mymname is;Kéren

Messmore. And I‘m with the Food, Safety and

Inspection Service, Human Resources in Washington,
D‘CO

MR. BOTTUM: I‘m John Bottum. I’‘m with

the Research and Extension mission area.

_ MR. BARBER: My name is Jerry Barber.

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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I’m the Director of Executive Services for the
Office of Chief Financial Officers.

'MR. PEARLIE REED:  We also have four of

‘our executive staff with us, Kathy Gugulis, who is

the chief of staff of this operation; Sonya Neal;
who is on the staff; Jerry Goniales; who is on the
staff; and Rebécca Delatori (phonetic), who is on
the staff. Sé without further ado,AI would like
to ask all of'you to help me welcome‘thelHonorable
Richérd Rominger, Deputy Secretary of_AgriculEuré.
MR. ROMINGER: Thank you; Pearlie, and
thanks to ;ll of you for.coming here today. I
would like to introduce another one of the members

of the subcabinet of the U.S. Department of

' Agriculture. That‘s Jill Long Thompson who heads

6ur,rufal development missipn area. .Thanks fof
being here, Jill.

Today at USDA, civil rights coﬁpliancé has 
réally shifted'info o§erdrive becaﬁse thére'S‘
nothing mofe impoftant'thaﬁ assuring that we treat
all people with dighity and with civility. We

want to see the department dedicated to creating

an environment in which every customer who comes

to a U.S.D.A. office is treated fairly and

effectively and efficiently. And we also want to

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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insure that we provide the same sort of treatment

to our own employees in the,department.

So with the new year, we intend to focus on
how all of USDA manages our civil rights issues.

So toward accomplishing this goal, as yeu know,

Secretary Glickman has established this Civil

Rights Action Task Fo:ce.f And the team consists
of representatives ef each of the misSiqn afeee at’
TUSDA.

And‘this team will take a clcse.look,et
how things are working at ail organizational
levels and recommend waYs te solve‘these'problems.

During January this team is holding a total of 13

listening sessions around the country. And these

forums a;e on the delivery of U.S.D.A. programs.

'And all of the farm program agencies, including

extension; at headquarters, state and county
ievels, are going to be involved in thisl
discuesien.

So these forums will serve as a national
dialogue on U.S.D.A. service to minority
communities and»will provide an opporfunity for

minority and socially disadvantaged farmers to

discuss their concerns about U.S.D.A. program

delivery. We’ll also seek to identify new ways

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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that we can build péftnerships and improve the
departmenf's outreach and service. Three of these

listening sessions will be devoted to listening to

" the concerns of our own U.S.D.A. employees because

we know we have problems within U.S.D.A. as well.

So -this civil rights action team is charged.

with preparing a report for the secretary,

including reéommendations, and to do that no later
than about mid February. So we’re on a very fast

track here. And we’re going to hold our senior

staff personally responsible for cooperating fully

in this entire effort.

So the bottom line is that we have a #eal
opportunity to make some positive changes in the
area of ciﬁil rights enforcement. I think we can
insure fhat U;S.D.a; is a diversé civil departmeﬁt
to its emﬁloyees an@ to all Qf you, its cuétomérs.
So fhe sec:etary4and I are devoted to soiving this

department “s civil rights problems and we’re

committed to bring about the changes that are

necessary. So thank you for being here.

MR.. CLARK: At this time I understand

‘that we do have several native American tribes

that have representatives in the audience. At

this time I would like to offer them the

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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opportunity to‘introduce themselves and let us
know who‘you-are.
(Introdﬁction from the floor of tribal
representatives participating.)
MR. CLARK: Thank you, very much. I
know that there is some reported snow around the

state.A I was in Tulsa last night so I didn‘t face -

those bad roads coming in, but it is good to see

. such a good turnout. This is a listening session

being held so that this panel and the action team

'can hear your comments and concerns. We‘d like to

gb over!a few things that will help us stay on
track and ;llow as*ménj people askpossible to have
ﬁheir chance to speak.

| I would like to ask those séeaking té keep .

their comments to a maximum of five minutes. We

"have a timer'over here, and that timer will help

us keep track of how much time is being spent by
eachuspgékeru vAt'abouf‘four;ﬁinu£esj what we will
do iS~hold.up a sign and I will give you a sign
that you have one'minute‘leftf

I would also like to inform you that we are

recording comments at this meeting. A transcript.

of the meeting will be provided to the_Sécretafy'

of Agricultuie and the. Civil Rights Action Team.

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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For those of yoﬁ who do not get a chance to speak,

and hopefully, everyone that wishes to will, or

- would prefer to provide written comments, we have

éomment forms available and they are over here, if
ybu.would like to use those. o

Written comﬁents can be deposited in the box
over here to mf_right'and they will then, in turn,
be mailed to the action team.A This is a meetind
to listenlto you. We won’t be able to respond or
discuss any questioﬁs or comments at this session..

We do have somevladies here that have agreed
to sign. 1Is there anfoné here that needs that
service? If not, well, we can dispense with that.
Thank you, very muéh.. | |

We will now begin the.secretary’s listening
forum. When registering, you were aékeé-if you
wanted to speak, and you were asked to indicate

that on the sign up sheet. I’ll use that list to

determine the order of those making comments. If

we get to everyone on the list and have time left,

" others in the audience then would be given an

opportunity'to speak.

I would ask each of you that wants to make

‘comments to come to the microphone or if you can’t

‘come to the micrdphone, that would be the

ERANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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" preferred option, if you can’t come to the

miérophone, then we will bring the mike to you.
But WéAwquld.ask you tngive us your néme, where

~

you are from énd,if you represent a gtoup, ah
organization, tribe or if you’re speaking as an
individual. Let’s begin. . The first name on the
list is‘James Thompson from Miami, Oklahoma.
SPEAKER 1 - JAMES THOMPSON: I wasn’t
quite-surg aboﬁt what you were going to talk about
here.today because this is about‘me personaliy,

what happened to me. And now, in my office, FMEA

foreclosed on ‘me, but when they sent out them debt

servicing packets, I chose not to fill mine out

because I knew I wgs‘done so I didn‘t fight it.
| So I got to readiné in that 1962-1 about debt
settlement. So I went back down to ‘the céunty
office, that was fhen run by Jackson
Hollingsworth, and asked him about debt
settlement., He said no, absoluﬁely not. .So I'
went on home. | |
MR. ROMINGER: What year was this?
SPEAKER 1 - JAMES THOMPSON: ‘92, 1
guess it was. And in ‘94, I got -- we had a -- I

got hold of the U.S.D.A. regulations. And I got

‘o reading in there. And I found out that he was

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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state director, which he did not do, he just

supposed to assist me in making application to the

‘turned me down flat.

And then in ‘94, in the fall of ’94, I got a
lettér‘from Secretary Espey, wanting to know if
there had been anything»wtong with my -- the way

they done me. And I told them I didn’t believe

there would be. anything in the file because he

wouldn’t write down anything; he just =-- And then
I explained to him in there, in the letter, about

the debt settlement and everything and that had

been two and a half years ago.

And in the‘meantime, of course, they.
foreclosed, took the équipment and sold it.; And
I -- in the méantime, I talkéd to the banker alon;
this time and I couidAhave got the money to péy‘

him out at appraised value which I ought to have..

And they wound up, when they sold it down here,

‘they turned about $4,000. .And I offered them

$50,4OO to settle it. And I'm still waiting for
them.

Theykclaim now that they sent me a letter,
fiﬁal;y‘sent me a letter from the U.S.‘Attorney
down here and said they had debt against me and in

the meantime on that there, they took money. I

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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had a superVised'qhecking account; they #ook fhat.
And thé.IRs_tdok money ffom me for my fuel tax
returhs for two years. They sold part of my
equipment to my dad ét appraised Qalue but.they
never. applied it to the debt.

I dianit'figure it would do any good to4write
Sécretary Glickman since it didn‘t do.any éood to
write Secretary Espey. And sinée this came ﬁp
down hére, I figured maybe I could maybe get some
kind of result from this. |

. MR. ROMINGER: Okay. Weli, thank you -
for bringing fhat to our attenfion.
MR. CLARK: Thank you, James. -Joey
Schmidt? We would also ask foiks to speék_.
directiY.ihtolthe mike so we can hear a little
moré'cléarly.' |
| ’SPEAkER 2 - JOEY SCHMIDT: Hi. I’m Joey
Schmidt. I'm{an attorney in Norman, Oklahoma and
L_represent>férmérsgthroughout@this state. I‘ve
represenfed oﬁer 600 farmers in foreclosures in
this state_in the last decade.. Generally, I have
a'pretty good working relationship with U.S.D.A.
vand primarilj, we work out mosf disputes_that come

out throughout this state.

Over the last several years, U.S.D.A. has set

'FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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up an appeals.agehcy to resolve certain disputes
that'froﬁ timé to time come up. And thatﬂappéals
égency has wérkea»very well out here. Over the
last year, however, we’ve'had a lot of problems in
Oklahoma. A lot of these‘problems involve
minorities'and other groups where we are denied
’loap servicing or loans or other problemé that
come out and it washes 6ut in financiél'problems.
And'we appeal thbse—decisions, ge take them to the
 local agenciesAto be resolvéd. And when we win
those decisions,,they’re sent7to Washington.~
That’s‘where I’ve had the probleﬁs; We've
gone up there and U.S.D.A. and the NAD peoplé in
Washington have‘overturned most of the decisions
that have beén ruled in our favor in the'last
year. A lot of these are applications for lbans
for minorities, applications‘not~to foreclose on
people’s farms, even simple things like
applications for release. of ?roceéds. ‘And right .
now I‘m afraid that we can’t win ahy appeals thét
go to ﬁashington. And I think that’s a real
vproblem and I would like for yﬁu to look’int§ it;
if you can.
MR.'ROMiNGER: Thank you.

MR. CLARK: Thank you. Next speaker is

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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Jack Thompson.
SPEAKER 3 - JACK THOMPSON: I‘m a farmer

from Ottawa County, Miami Oklahoma.’ And I’m not

‘here on behalf of myself, I’m here on behalf. of

some regulations that have been not fulfilled in
our county. In 1992, there was packets sent out;

we had 60 days to respond or you lost all your

rights. Well, there was farmers up there that did

respond in the 60 days.: According to law set
forth by Congress,’you people had 90 days to
respond to them. Well, guess what? Four years
ninety days later,«they‘héve decided to start debt
servicing. | | |

. Well, when they had done this debt se;vicing{
if they had done it'inA1992 when land values were
at a reasonable rate, thgse farmers would have
cash flowed. Now today they pannot cash flow
because due to the increase in the price of land
in our.area., Land haé*gone up‘40 to 50 percent..
due to the people wanting té move to the‘country.

No longer do we look at land at productivity, we

look -at land at what the intrinsic value of it is

for the expansion of homes and whatever they want

to do with it. I think that if the U.S.D.A. wants

to do something to help these farmers, they should

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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go back to under the old law of 1992 and under the
'old‘appraisals so these farmers can at least

halfway have a decent chance to cash flow and to

save their farms.
It seems to me, that there has been a

cdnspiracy'among U.S.D.A. to put the farmers off

the land. And another thing, the farmers that go

through bankruptcy, and last year under the
Bankruptcy Law Codé it says fhat you cannot
discriminate because if you file bankruptcy.-

In 1996 the Congress wroﬁe a law that said
dué to you filing bankruptcy or if ybu'tbok a
write-down from U.S.DfAibor tovéave your farm, -
now, ybu no longer can qualify for an§ programs
offered by U.S;D.A. Now, if you talk about

blatant discriﬁination, you’re talking about one

law overridingithevother law. So I think the

people in the U.S.D.A. and the Congress need to

‘getutheir,act‘tdgetheriand'try to figure out if

we‘re out here to save the family farm or are we

~going to put them all out of business. And I

thank you for coming ‘and I thank you for lettlng‘
me have the tlme to speak
MR. CLARK: Thank you, Mr. Thompson. -

Tim Tarvin.

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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SPEAKER 4 - TIM TARVIN: Thank you. ' Let
me join Mr. Thompson in congratulating and

commending this body for organizing both this

- meeting and those that will take place across this

nation this month, for emphasizing this particulat'

topic.
Gentlemen, I‘m especially appréciative»that

you came this close to me so that I could be here

today. I am Tim Tarvin. I‘m a professor with the
bUhiversity of Arkansas School of Law in

- FPayetteville. I have practiced law for over 20

years, 15 of that as a trial judge. The last four

years of my life I have spent in a full-time

professorship there in the clinical program.:
The responsibilities that I have currently

are for the Fedefal Practice Clinic. It is a

clinic conceived and designed four years ago with

the idea that there are family farmers and

individuals out across America who :need -help and
~are not gettiﬁg it, that are‘unrepresehted or who

~are unrepresented. We packaged that idea in

grants to the Department of Education and the
Legal Services Corporation and won two national
grant competitions to fund what .the law school

could not fund.

FRANK L.. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
-(918) 745-0303



10
11
12
13

14

15°

16

17

18 .

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

USDA LISTENING FORUM 1-10-97

l6.

For the last three years, with the help of

Joey Schmithand other professors, we have

‘developed a curriculum to train students to be

sensitive to'thése issues. We felt partiéularly
qualified because we house at Fayette#illg the
National Center for Ag Law Research and
Information. We house the Executive Director for
the,Ameriéan Ag Law Association. And we have the
only L.L.M. or édvanced law dégree;prOg;am in
Aﬁerica:in agticultural law.

What we did not have, until tﬁis program, was
a piogram aevpted specifically and soiely to
advocacy for these peopie. fhis program still
exists. But it is in its third year and the
Congreséional budget éuts that have beep made by
the Republidan Congressvhaveleliminated the
assistanée we were receiving from other legal aid

attorneys who were trying to represent these

people. And it has meant that there is no longer

~a funding source at DOE or LSC for this“progfam.

Wé areAhopefui that we may find dther'funding
éourcest

For the moment we still represent'farmers,
and not merely in Arkansas but we have also

represented farmers in Oklahoma. And as we speak,

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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T have applications-on my desk from farmers in

Florida, from Missouri, from Texas. There is a

need for this help and there are commonalities to

these problems across the country.

One of our struggles now is td detefmine how
to:export the legal services that these people
need. There méy be>othe;s that are‘doing this,

gentleman, but I am not aware of them. It is

-important to me, but not for reasons that I will

‘provide to you statistically which you may already

know. It is important to me in part because of
what I discovered in the practice of law in the
Delta where I gréw up.

i cannot divulée to you names;becausebthat is
confidential‘ahd privileged information. But I
will tellvyou that before the law chénged, I did a
million dolla; writé down. The farmer happened to

be white. And that’s okay. I went by the book

- .and it was a good deal and that’s fine.

- But I also chose to accept representatibnkfor
an elderly black farmer who was functionally
illiterate who drew a disability check. And I

went in with my skills as best I could to cut a

deal in that case. And the only thing he asked me

to do was to keep his home because he needed a

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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place to live. BHe stood to lose his land, his
equipment, his crops'and everything that he had
worked all his life for.

The appraisal on that home, such that it was,

- and I doubt if anybody in this room lives in

anyﬁhiné quite like where he was living, was
$12,000 and he couldn’t do it. And I said we need
to negotiaté, work with me,‘do not -- I cannot do
this.A They ran the software. I said that’s fine,
thaﬁ’s finevthat‘ydu run the software and that we
have rules and we have the regulations. But i
said, "Gentlemen, I can’‘t cut that deal, I can’t
cut that deal and I’ﬁ not going to cut that deal.”
Now,‘I’ve seen the poténtial that you have
and the discietion thét you have to act and I’want

you to do this. But I did not prevail. But I

- decided at his age that I thought if my health

held up, I could litigate that»questign'until he

fpassed‘away if»i‘had to.andxthét’é what we set .’

about doing.
That is not a pleasant story for me to tell
you but it should be informative to you that there

are situations in which common sense needs to

- prevail. And in the commercmal settlng, people on

both sides know the difference in what it means to

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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settle and what they stand to lose. And there

needs to be that sense in the bureaucratic

setting.

Gentlemén, I appreciate it. For.those who

are interested in our brochure, I have them.

Thank you again for coming and for liétening.
MR. CLARK: Thank you. Dick Fowler?
SPEAKER 5 - DICK FOWLER: It’s an honor

for me to speak with'such heavyweights.‘ My story

is known by maybe several people. It goes back 37

years 6f wrongdoing'byfthe U.S.D.A. I’m 75 years
old. And td borrow a Nixon expression, "You won’t
have long tQ kick thevfarmer around much ﬁdre.".'
The& have been lied to about the law, they have
lied about my cha:acter;. |

Not until two years ago did I discover a

- county agent took a farm.away from me in 1960 and

put it in a store bank. In order for him to get

possession, he hired'a;fa:mer,to plow up my crops
tryiné to forée'me off the land. I was forced.to
go to the Supreme Codrt énd won ;egal pdssession.
The U.S.D.A. still-gavé his 13-year-old son én'
illeéal soil bank contract. I attempted ﬁp'suéz
the county agenf but the district judge ﬁhreatenéd

myflawygr, the county agent threatened my lawyer:

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING'SERVICE
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!
to where my suit was never filed.
Then in 1970, I tried to get -- it’s

difficult to talk about this -~ I had 75 cows to

- starve to death. The Fafm Loan said I was.

ineligible because I had this lawsuit with a

‘county agent. I did not have a lawsuit with a

counfy agent. I?attempted to éue him for plowing -
up my crops. 'ihey continue to hold this agaihst
me up until today.

I have hundreds of places that I can show you
where they have violatéd the law. And the appeals
system,'we attempted under ﬁhetnew la&, éppeals
law that says I’m entitled to equitable relief,
the hearing.officer ba#red me from talking about
it. That’s_a’violation of our rights. I went t§
put the land in'a’éRP.. The county FHA guj told |
the ASE man that my land was in appeal and that

éll the appeals would be turned down and they were

going to forécloseJSO‘the-county ASE man said that

the land was in foreclqsure which it was not.
That was 10 yeérs ago.
The Office of General Council wrote the

county man and said don’t approve it, deiay as

. long as pdssiblé,‘that it is in immediate danger

of losing posséssion. That was 10 vears ago. If
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you don‘t think this is a violation of civil

rights, I appreciate héaring from all~you people,

but the appeais the farmers have madé on the new
appeal system, 95 percent have been turned down.

There’s sémetﬁing rotten. You’‘ve got the fox

"'watching the henhouse while the skunks are killing

the Chickens.

MR. CLARK: Thank you, Mr. Fowler. The
next speaker is Vernon Bunter.

SPEAKER 6 - VERNON HUNTER: Thank you
forvcoming, youtkstaff>to listén to our concerns.

My name is Vernon Hunter. I’'m the Acting Chairman

of the Caddo,Tfibe, in the southwestern part.of

the 'state. ‘There are probaﬁly about 24 tribes in
that area;Vpredominantly ih our aiea there are:
seven tribes.h |

I received a notice that thisxﬁeeting was
going to happéﬁ the sixth. I see it wastmailed
out.on‘the thirduand thewmeeting.waé §oing~t5hbe
on the tenth. So there should have been more
people invoived from our'tribes in thisvéréa here.
So there was:é delay in notifying peoéle or we.
would have had more people here to talk to you.

First of all, I would like ﬁé ask permission

from the elders here to speak, from the tribal
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- speak. Thank you.

- person and the local farm soil conservation

'people.

area.

members aﬂd also nontribal members. Tﬁis is the
way;we‘uSually ao it; we ask fof permission to

In our area, the Anadarko and Binger
(phonetic) area, there is no rural development ~
guaranteéd héﬁsing loan listings at the bépks
there. There’s about 192 banks that are listed '
and in our area thére’s seven tribes and we wanted
to kno&(why there’s no -- the banks in our area
are not liSted on the list. I would like to know,
in our local gateliite farm centers here, they are -
they seem receptive to Indian.community concerns
and so forth butA&ay out in the satellite areas,

there seems to be no interplay between the tribe

EachAgovernmeht agency is required to have an
Indian'liaison. We would like to know a list of

those persons’ addresses and.phone numbers in our

Conservation practice in our area is -
unacceptable from an environmeﬁtal and
conservation perspective. We have an.EPA‘pefson 
that I just_hirea that’s going to be looking ét

the land, the air; and‘the water. Fencing is not
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adequate to.méintain the leases that we have. You
can almost look and see where a native American
tribe’s land ié byflqoking at the fencing and éo
forth thch is not kept up like_it should be.
Alternaté farming practice should be
investigated in‘ouf community. We'woﬁld like to

see experimental work done in areas such as public

education and other endeavors. We would like to

find out more how other tribes are working in our

area through soﬁe of their farming.problems‘that
they have. Particularly, we‘re interested in
cow-calf oéeration, tree (phoﬁetic) farming, et
cetera. h

We need marketing expertise that will allow
us to usé variable élternatives for our products
that'are invblved.‘ In our part of the state we
raise cotton, peanuts and so forth. There seems

to be a lot of farming in that area and what we

would like:. =- you said .you had 13 .areas that they

were going to go tb, We came a long way to come

to.this meeting here.  And we would like to have

‘'somebody come to our area on our side, on the west

side because of all the'fa:ming that is done

there.

Because as I drove from Oklahoma City back
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this wéy, I didn’t see too many farms and so
forth.giI seen a lot of trees and everything ﬁut
where we’'re at in\éui area thefe’s a heck of a lot
of farming goiné on. I think Caddo County leads
the area in peanut production and so forth. So we
would like you to look at that.

So again, I appreciate your time for coming

this far. And also my EPA person, we talked about .

EPA products that we’re going to run into. Thank
you.
MR. CLARK: Thank you, Mr. Hunter. I

also -~ did you have another comment ? |

I might just mention here that if you do have
comments, we appréciate everyone staying within
the five-minute limit, but if you do have comments
after that, then_we do ha§e~staff*available that
will record those comments and make sure that they

do get to the Civil Rights Action Team. So I

.guess we would just step to the side ‘or step out

in-fhe hall ana we can record those.k Terry,IWOuld
you just stand up? And she can fecordAthoge
comments for us. The next speaker is Rebecca
Davidson. ” |

| SPEAKER 7 - REBECCA DAVIDSON: My name

is Rebecca Davidson. I‘m currently working for
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thefCaddo Tribe as their Environmental Education

"Director.” Both my family and my husband’s family

‘have been in Oklahoma for a loné time. My

husband’s faﬁiiy homesteaded here before the turn
of the century and my grandmoﬁher was born on ai
reservation‘s§ we haée been here for a long time;
And in our faﬁi;y of six kids, five of them
are farmers énd we éan just abou£ see each other’s

house from grandma’s house. 'So most of the

farms -- we have been through the process where

- our land was condemned and taken from us so that

we could have 5 state park. I also know the
Indian issues of condemning their land so that we
can have electrical power.

I'm very concerned at this poiht with the

conservation and ecological practices that are

practiced by the leaseholders on Indian lands. I :

know for a fact that those principles are not

_proper conservation measures. ..I don‘t. know if

it‘’s a problem of éducation or money.

. The Caddo fribe alone, if they’re haviﬁg
problems,‘our farmers are havihg problems, we, as
a tribe, don‘t have that financial backing. And
often we don‘t know the éréper procedures td‘go

through to‘get‘-- to access either U.S.D.A. money
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~or those educational services. We’re interested

in obtaining that aésistance. And we would also -

like téibe able to verify statistically the

leﬁding practi¢és of our local banké.

Obviously verbal reports that come to us are.
negative so weihear the negativé-side,;but if we
could have access to that statistical.information,
we would be very interested in seeing that. iWé
would be inte;ested in seeing héw the EIA,gets
tﬁeir monéy from U.S.D.A..and how that money‘isw

spent. We also would like to know those practices

where we can access that money sometimes.

We feel like it stops at the BIA when it gets

there., It could be just like‘this, the

communication system is slow or too fast. I’‘m not’

sure which one this.was} how it Qent. But my boss
said, "We’re'going Friday“ and I said, "Okay".
Often éeople that farm independently don‘t -
realize maybe soﬁé ofpthe-problems‘that those
Indian»léndholders go through and how their land
is held in a trust situation with the BIA. At
this current time it‘’s my undefstanding from my
local natﬁ:al‘resoﬁrce man that unless we are at a
;ease time, it would be -- we woﬁld be unable to

participate‘in programs such as Equip. Should it
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- Long? .

ever get off and going, when the applicationvtimé
comes'available, if we’re not out of our lease
situation,; then cannot participate.

At this current time, actually it was on the

~trip up here and some conversation for this

meeting, I‘m getting conflicting answers so I

really do need some upfront answers of how we can =+ .

and maybe go about those leaSes and do sbme things

.like that. Then, of course, if we'ever'are able

to, we have very small‘fa;mé.as Caddo farmers.
We’re not’running IOQ,ODG'head, we’re talking'

about fiﬁe head. MaYbé we Jjust have 80 acres. We

. would like to know some marketing, we need expert

markéting expertise, maYbe some co-op plans. I

~ know that‘notAeverybody's a big ranching -~

operation, fdrming7operation and we could. use that

help. Thank you.

" MR. CLARK: Thank you very much. Martha

SPEAKER 8 - MARTHA LONG: My name is.

' Martha Long and I'm with the Sac and Fox Tribe.

And part of our problem is that, to my‘

understanding, we’ve never had.aﬁy U.S;D.A.'méney"

‘spent on-ourﬁallotted?iands."How‘long~we've had -

these allotted lands everybody knows. I think to
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'atvthe telecommunications conference for the last

" program for these allotted lands? It shouldn’t

-you‘re going to-assist tribes, then I shouldn’t
need  lawyer’s Jjargon, I shouldn’t have to have

- them look in their books.and find a place'for me.

follow up on what Rebecca said about Equip, I sat

tﬁo days. And I heard that on that
teiecdmmunicationé‘that NRCS put on on the 1996
farm Bill the fribes being reemphasized over aﬁd'
over again.v,But yet I have sat with these
gentlemen and I said, "Find me a-léophole,II want‘
iﬁ.the Equip program.“ vAndvthat’s my concern.
Why.is it‘I_have to put the-loéal county
district people on'the.hot seat? Whyvdo fhey have

to find a lopphole'for'me to get into the Equip

have to be thaf way. If you’re reemphasizing that

I have had difficulty when trying to creaté
Sac and.Fox p;oaucers. We acknowledge that we
needwtombemere actively involved with FSA; RD,
NRCS. AthYét i keep running into walls. Noﬁody -f
i guess the majof'problem is that U;S;D.A;.is'not
educated about us. I approachéd_one of the county
officials: and he said.—; well, he said, fwe?re.
told that we need to'reacﬁ out tovthe mihbfities,

but frankly/‘I don’t know who my contact is."’
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‘And I said, "Well, you‘re looking at her."

That’s a problem. They don’t know anything about

us. They don’t.understand what it is to be

endowed Vith tribal responsibility to protect
these allotted lands,‘to'protecﬁ the landowner’s
:‘Lﬁtergstf And that’s an issue that needs to be
addressed.

However, I am thankful that we’ve had Ed

Rephart and Bluford Miller..vThey came down the

other day because we got this little message in

thé mail saying we needed a strategic élan from

RD. Well, they wanted our needs. And I'm

thinking, "I’ve got a thousand needs; which ones

do you want?" "And they came down, they assisted

~ us, and I'm glad that you did finally come up with

a native American liaison officer, Bluford Miller.
That's'going to simplify the process that when I
have a problem, at least I have someone I know who

to go to. "Because I continually knock at doors at

"the local, at the state level and I can’t get a

response. And I need responses. And I need

‘assistance.
I want to be in’'the Equip program. I want to
put these allotted lands in the Equip program.

And I hope that’s.going to happen. But much like
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' Rebecca said, these leasing'dilemmas that we’re

in, we have{to.face those issues. But I don’t
wénthQ put our local county- agents on the hot
seat. And I shouldn’t have to. I like fhese
fellows and I want to work with them. I do not
want tﬁlcreate.any animosity. :Thank you.

MR; CLARK¥ Thank you.

MR. PEARLIE REED: Mr. Secretary, I
would like to ask Lloyd Wright to follow up with
Ms. Long at the break 6r immediately after.
iloYd, wogld you stand up so she can recoénize
you? Lloyd is the person that’s in charge of

writing all those rules.

MR. CLARK: Next speaker is Frank Jones.

SPEAKER 9 - FRANK JONES: Well, I‘m just
a poor white farmer that FHA foreclosed on me in a

situation that should have never happéned.' That ‘s

why these syétems that yéu guys, the last three,
when yoﬁ had the4FHA,-ASC‘ana Soil.Conservation,
all three of these wére'a joke. Now, people they
were.a joke.

I hope you peoplé combine these. .I don’t‘-
know how you’‘re goiné'to do it to make it run any
better because the whéle situation is not letting.

people -~ it’s a secret -- like they’re a secret
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‘organization;' They don’t want you to know what’s
»gOiﬁg on. They don’t want you to know what’s

coming down the pike. So therefore, the few

farm, I_waht~you to listen tokthis; people, I was

I'm sorry, 70,000, 70,000, $7 million. Me, I had

to come up with $170,000 on a little less than

that’s on the board or their kinfolk or friends

get all the goodies and the rest do without.ﬂ'
Now, I have three minority girls énd that’s

one .of the reésoné I am here. They wouldn’t let

them participate in the program. When I lost my

almost two years ahead on my payments. I had‘aﬁ
icé storm that took two of my big turkey houses
down, my wife died of cancer and I had three major
operations all within 16, 18 months. And any one --
and fhen Qe had a drought in there in the
meantime. Any one of thbse I wasvSupposed'to have
gottenfhelp through FHA: Not a =-- fhe first thing
I kneﬁ, théy come up‘with‘a forecloéuré on me.
AhdAiike I séid, I was ovér a year,‘almést two
years.ahead on my payméntsﬁw::vp, |

I héd a neighbor that;s beat the Fedefal
government,~6r you people, out of yoﬁr money, tax.*
money, out of millions; ‘And‘they let him buy 6ut

on the last buy out $7 million. He paid $170,000,
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- we’re not talking about Federal Land Bank, what he

it’s a -- you wouldn’t believe it. But never

~had an elecﬁion‘just before Chrisﬁmas down home.

county committee election?

funny, people. 1It’s not funny when’you go down

300,000. I’ve never missed a payment inle years.
He never made avpéyment in 10 yéars. ‘ﬁever méde a
payment in IQ.years.‘

On top of'that, a lot of years he would get a-
million dollars on some fype of disaster. We‘'re

not talking about =-- we‘re just talkihg about FHA,.

beat them out of. But let’s go on. This appeal
system, people, it’s a joke,‘it’s,a joke. -D0<Y0u
think their people are going to go against their
own? Thét’s like asking é doctor or a lawyer to
go against another one. The?’re not about to.

" I‘’ve been ?hrough so many appeals systéms,

again will I ever go through'one, Election, we

You talk about a joke. They didn’t get some of
their own people back in on the election so, if
I’m not mistakeg.now, Peach, what;did_you.séy, "No

harm, no foul, we’ll just have‘andther election.”

MR. ROMINGER: Are you talking about the

SPEAKER 9 - FRANK JONES: Yes, yes. And

boy, someone should have went to jail. It’s not
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~and by -- go down to Muskogee to the VA Hospital

or go down by Fort Gibson, the National Cemetery

and see what those boys fought for and you think

it’s a joke. We’ll just have another election.

'I‘m telling you thése -- this -- I don’t care

if you do combine this FHA and ASE, it will never

‘work until you get some qualified people in there

or take it away from them and gi%e it tolthe banks
S0 Y6u'will have'someone'thgt can'keep track of
where‘the monies are Qoing.l

You‘re going to have'ﬁo do something. I hope
this meeting accomplishes somethinQ, I really do.
But I‘m afraid before it gets back to Glickman, it
will bé so watered down, he %ill never get the}
true story. qu peoﬁle; I got a;chanée‘to go to

Washington with this boy right here. He’s opened

- many a door;rmany doors, whites, blacks, pinks,

whatever. And how come every office we went in ﬁp
there@thestaid there waslmoniesmnwWhy~didn{t~you

people come after it? Why isn‘t your state coming

-after it?

All right, there’s only three departments

that-ybu can -- that should be doing this, and

that’s your state, your district and your county,

~is that right? Aren’t they the ones that are
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. supposed to be proposing years ahead for monies?

If they have got all this money up there, why not

get it out and spend it? Hell, we gave it to
Mexico, $40 million, and you’ll never get a dime
of that back. You-’ll nevér get a dime of it back.
And that’s jﬁst like on this foreclosure here
a minute ago. Thaf's a joke on these people. You
can gi&e-these férmers a flat, clear deed to a
élacevand comé out ahead rather thaﬁ taking a farm
éway from him, because he will be out there buying

whatever, I don’t care if it’s fertilizer,

- carpets, cars.

You found out back there a few years ago they

were taking them all off and putting =-- this state

was taking over 3,000 a year. Look what happened

'to John Deere. Look what happened to
Internétional Tractors and all them. So people,

this whole thing could be good but I don’t think

you«will_e#er‘make itlroll;.‘I had an old man tell
me one time that was retired from the ASC office.

He said, *Frank, it will never change." I said,

' "Well, why?":

He said okay, he said, "They don’t hire
qualified people to do it." And he‘séid, "They

teach them to lie, they teach them to do
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anything." ’Hé saia, "They’‘re so appreciative for
a little’old job, théy will do it." People,
that’s sad we don’t have qualified people.

MR. CLARK: Thank you.

MR. ROMINGER: Thank you. I would just
like to add that Secretary Glickman and I are
gttending these meetings. As we indicaﬁed, we'’‘ve
got 13 of them.in a little oéer two weeks he?e and
S0 either.Secretary Glickman or.Ivafe at every one
of thoée meetings. He’s already dohe’th:ee_of
them in the last -% in this week, earlier fhis-
week. So we are out listening aﬁd we talk to each
other after these sessions so we are getting the
messages back to Washinétona

Thé.secretary today happens. to be on the West

Coast with the vice president looking at the storm

- damages out there.

. MR. CLARK: NextAspeaker_is Bill John
Baker. |
SPEAKER 10 - BILL JOEN BAKER: I‘m here
representing.the Chief of thé Cherokee Nation,
Chief Joe Bird. I spoke with him this morﬁing and
he asked me to briﬁgrhis greetings and salutations
and tell you how appreciative he is that you have

come to Oklahoma and that he appreciates the
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secretary meeting with Charles Head {phonetic) and

Dr. Gourd (phonetic). And hopefully, the Cherokee
Nation will get the opportunity to fully
participate. -

I wear two hats, fhough. I’m also a farmer.

And I have seen the abuses at the county level

personally and for many other farmers. Mr. Peach

and I have géne around and around sevefal times.
You kﬁow,‘Ivbelieve thaﬁ fhe people in Cherokee
County, I don’t know if they’re jusﬁ bigots or
ignorant or if it‘’s just such a»tight-knit group
there that they don‘t Wént minorities to

participate.

Cherokees, by and large, if you tell them no, -

they will go homg and they won’t‘be.back. I’'m not
your typical Cherokee. I serve on tribal counsel.
I‘m seven parts white. Bﬁf nonetheless, my‘
children are'beiﬁg discriﬁinated agaiﬁst on the
ﬁinorityuprogram. If you’re going to\have;a
program, then fund it. If you‘re goiﬁg to have a
program - ifAyou have the programs for minoriﬁiés
and when fhey‘sign up and‘they’hear aboﬁt it, then
it’s not funded. Or i£ comes dowﬁ the pike aﬁd

e

they'have -- it’s like pulling teeth to find out

if it’s there. And there’s supposed to be this
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pot of'money for minorities.

. But, you know, in our tribe, you know, we’ve
seen the lightning and we’ve heard the thunder but
ihe rain hasn’t eQer come. Aﬁd that’s for
individuals. And Terry,. you know it’s that wa&.
An& I’ve talked to you about it and I've told:you
about it. And youvthink that the people in the

local office can do no wrong. And they arévdoing

wrong, in my opinion, every day. And yoﬁ could do

something about it. You don’t have =-- you don’t
need these people here. You’re the state:

director. And it’s yout people that we’re having

.the'problems with that will not get. the money out,

will not get the information out.

And yes, we can go to Washington, D.C. and

- you know, the tribe, I mean, we represent 180,000

people, taxpayers every one. And we, as a tribe,
are probably going to participate.‘ But how about

the individual-Cherokees:out«thére\thatmare trying

‘to make a living for their family? That money is

not coming down, it is not being gotteﬁ out.
If there’s a governmeﬁt buy-down on milk,

then the producérs that are related to the county

'committee,'they know what the buy out is and they

) : '
may be getting 10, $12 a hundred more than the
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Cherokee farmer out here that’s just trying‘to

figure, you know, what caﬁ I do and be fair with

. the government with. Thank you}'

MR. CLARK: Thank you, Mr. Baker. Phil
Givens.

SPEAKER 11 - PHIL GIVENS: Well, I‘m
g;ad to speak and I'm going to say something; I

want everybody to listen. I am a minority farmer

from Tahlequah who is half black and half Indian

who has firsthand experience at racism. I am the

only minority férmer in this room that says he

 flew to Washington, D.C. 23 times, met everybody

sitting at that table, met fﬁe Secretary of
Ag:iculture,.had lawyers, 21 program speciélists
coﬁe to Tahlequah, Stiliwater, to meet &ith you
all. I can tell youvsome horrof étories.

We have filed 72 civil rights complaints.

Not one complaint has ever been answered.

Nepotism, Terry Peach, is.rampant in your office,

brother-in-léw sitting on the county committees,
brother-in-law as a Federél’Credit Act officer.
Now, everything I‘m saying, people, is true.
I had councilors beg to fly out of Washingﬁon,
D.C. with me. Octobér.25 I sat down with the

Secretary of Agriculture. Ninety percent of the
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(farmersvin Oklahoma are like me, are black and

Indian descent. If you>people knew»anyﬁhing, we
started farming with the native Americans. Our

peoéle were brought here as slaves, Chickasaws,

Choctaws, Cherokees or Chickasaw-Choctaw freédmen.‘

‘I farm 1500 acres restricted Indian land. I

- flew to Washington, D.C. 17 damn times this

summer. Evérybody at that table knows it.. And

when my Indian land finally gdt in the computer,

Terry Peach,.Rainbolt, Pearlie Reed and Ron Clafk,

is when a review team came to Tahlequah. I‘m mad.

I‘’ve got a Cherokee council member so ﬁpset he

can’t talk. Six months to get his Indian daughter

a loan. Six months is too long.

Can anybody in this.room.tell me why racism
is rampant? I‘11l teli yéu wh&.‘ All the white
board members. I had ﬁo fly to Washington, D.C.
and file a civil rights complaint to get a damﬁ
Aelection«ovefturnéd.y We’re just now‘haviﬁg..
electibhs. I go in there today and turn a ballot
in, tﬁe ballct's doneiwxéng, they want toyth;ow it
out. | |

First thing Gale Garth (phonetic) from the

state office said, "Mr. Givens, we’‘re going to

_ take«care of that." The largest milk buy outs,
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the largest FMHA w;ité downs.in Oklahoma have been
done in Cherokee Couﬁty. We have never Put one
acre of Indian land in the computer. I had a

directér from the Secretary Espey, I had John

.Stinsell (phonetic), tell Terry Peach four times

to put my Indian land in the computer. You just
now started doiﬁg it. Yeé, we’‘re in a lawsuit énd
yés, we’re going to win.

Pearlie Reed, I met_yéu in Waéhington, D.C.
three_times. 'Ron Clark had to file a,ci%il rights
complaint on you to get you to come to Indian
country. Ron_Clark,.Terry Peach, Mr. Rainbolt,
you're real familiar with me, aren’t you?

Everybody at that table. And what I‘m telling you

. is gospel.

I‘m going to tell you this, though. I met

with 100 black and Indiah; Hispanic farmers Monday

in Washington, D.C. and you beople are going to do
business different,.you’re.going to listen to us
or we’‘re going to all be in the court. Becéuse
thié is one ﬁinofify farmer that knows how fo
exhaust administrative femedies. You don‘t file a
civil rights coﬁplaint. ' If you do, yoﬁ’re iabeled
a troubleﬁaker. Well, when I file mine,‘I.get on

a plane and fly to Washington, D.C. to hand carry
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it to the secretary. Stinsell, Bunrock

(phonetic), and everybody up in Washington, D.C.
knows who I am.

So from now on I’m going to put everybody on

‘record sitting at this table from Washington,
b.C., I have spent enough money flying up there 23

‘timés_thiS’year to buy a damn'farm.' Last year I

spent $6,000, boys,.just to get a conservation
plan because it was on Indian land. Aﬁd ﬁon
Clark, Peach, you know that to be true."Pearlié
Reed, you sat down, said the first thing you said
was\you would flre the man that done 1t...Do you 
remember saylng that? 3e's still there.

So whét-I’m saying,vﬁhen I see Secretary
Glickman, he promlsed me some thlngs October 25.
You all had a meetlng November 21 and the 20th in
Tahlequah to deal with,Phil Givens. This is one
minority farmer that is going to staf hooked with

you and make you:do right. 'You didn‘t have a

-problem with my color when I went to Viet Nam, so

don’t have a problem with my color now. Thank
you.

MR. CLARK: 'We’d appreciate, we’re

trying4to record this, so'it would be helpful if

- you would use the mike. Sam Combs.
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SPEAKER 12 - SAM COMBS: Thank you very
much. Let me say that it’s a pleasure to appear
before this'cémmittee. I‘'m here wearing two hats
as representing fhe~Reap Program and the Oklahoma
Landowners and Tenants Associatién.

Let ﬁe start with'the Oklahoma Landowners and
Tenants Asscciation. That is é'hewly fofmed

organization primarily. And I. say "primarily",

but truthfully, minority landowners that are

banding together in Okiahoma to address the
drastic dgcline of minoritf landowners,
particularly nati&e Americans in leahoma. And we
know what the history of that is, not only in
Oklahoma but all across the United States.

There’s been an accelerated rate in the -= in
African Americans losing -and lea&ing their land. .

And if something isn’t done, then it’s going to

" be -~ it’s not going to bé long before we have

virtually no African:American:-landowners. Most of

these people in here are members of the Oklahoma

Landowners and Tenants Association. You can go to

any African Aﬁérican'community in Oklahoma, and I
suppose all over the United States, and you will
find the samé‘thiné occuxring.

Well, the pointVis that something needs to be
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donie about this,vahd I‘m not talking about the
good old Texaco mentality, you know, where you’ve
got'all the memos in place, you know, and you have

a civil rights meeting qccasionally,,YOu know, and

" all of that. ' But there needs to be.sémething done

out on the land. We know how to do it. U.S.D.A.
has‘gotithe money’and we ought to get about doing
it. |

Now, there are many African American

organizations out here. The Oklahoma Landowners

and Tenants Association is one. You’ve got Prince

Alamusadi’s Lodge (phonetic), you’ve got NAACP,
and all these Qariousvoiganizations all over the
state whé have members who'are landowners and who
have cousins énd other relatives who ére trying to
stay in the agficulture business. And what I'm
sayiﬁg to you‘folks is they need some help. You

know, we’ve been the last to get the news on many

of these programs. &And so oftentimes, by the -time

we get it, the_money is gone.

And so if we are sincere, if you are sincere,
as we meet here in Oklahoma énd you meet all
across this country, then that needs to be
addressed. I remind you, and thié isAnb deference

to the members of this committee, but éome_of you
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may remember, this isn’t the first task force

we’ve had to look at this thing. You know, we had
one back in the eighties. But all that one served |

for was a =~ the effect of it was, it was Jjust a.

cooling off sort of thing, you know, things got

cooled down and we went back to business as usual.
I hope that isn’t the case this time. I
think that there needs to be some real sircerity

out here. And I think all of you who fepresent

the various agencies, you need to take a look at

- 'what’s going on out where the rubber meets the

road. I‘m talking about at your county level
where service is delivered, and stop accepting
excuses from thesevpéople who somehow some way
don‘t get anything done for minorities.

- Now, it's -f'somebody; some minority, some
minorities out'here in this community gqualifies
for'every prog:am that U.S.D.A. has got available,
you-knomeuBut-what’s hapéeniné is;they go around
becaﬁée they’re mandated to visit, you kno&, and
they record that and send it to Washington, you
know, and it looks good; But all they have done
is call the person up on the telephone and saw him
ét the mailbox and say, "Hi", you know, and they’

record that. Well, see, that‘s nonsense. 'And
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that’s no£ going to get the job done.

We need some -- buﬁ I've got some written
édmments,that I’11 supply to this committee. But
let me say one thing right quick.  The Reap
Program, Reap is just an écronYm for ﬁétired

Educated Agriculture Program that was started by

five black farmer’4-H teaéhers who got concerned

.about the almost total disappearance of African

American youth from vocational agriculture. And I

remind you, as you look about U.S.D.A., you will

find, I think,you will find‘that vocational
agfiéulture is a éipeline that’s fed African
Americans into the U.S.D.A."

| We staited with nothing. And we got some

help from -- some financial help from the Oklahoma

‘Department of Vo-Tech and'the Natural Resource -

Conservation Service. We got summer internship

from NRCS,

But let me-tell you something, that’s -about

the,only branch of U.S.D.A. that has given us any

help. I want to tell you something, folks. If

‘somebody doesn’t do something about the

disappearance of African American youth from

-agriculture, -in 10 years .you’re not going to have

any to hire. There’s not a black boy teacher in
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this state. It’s not better in other states that
ybu go to. There’s one black extension agént in
this state but yet FFA membership_and 4-H
mémbership is at.an.all—time high. I live in a

county where we have a very active 4-H program,

- for example. There’s not a black youth in the

program.

. Now, something is wrong. So that says to me,

- and it ought to say to all of us, that we’ve got

to do something besidés put up these, you know,
these signs that say, "We don‘t discriminate."f
That’s not going to get the job done, folks.
Somebody has got té get out there and get to work
with these kids where the rubber meets the road.
And-I will go on. I wish I had mére time.
But let me say this that U.S.D.A. needs to get
your mes#ége out. You’re not going to reach black

folks by putting something in the Daily Oklahoman.

fWhat’s-wrbng'with the. Oklahoma Eagle and the Black

Chronicle, and the black radio station, you see?
I mean,_we’ve:got to get real.

If we Qant to get it done, we’re sincere
about it, these are the things that you would have
to do. And let the folkslin the local community

6rgahi2ation help you. We will help you. There’s
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a lot of.;hterest out there, people sitting in
this room thatAgive houré and days of their time
trying to help Africén Aherican youth. Mr.
Chairman, I thank you. |

MR. CLARK:A Thank you, Mr. Combs. If
you have any written cémments, weAwduld certainly
apprééiate those. VNext speaker is C.D. Ashléy.‘
| 'SPEAKER 13 - C.D. ASELEY: Mr. Chairman,

I‘m C.D. Ashiey. I7ve épeﬁt 35 years as county .

~agent -of Creek County working with Negro farmers.

I’m going to start with some of the problems. We
had ponds to‘build; ﬁérmuda grass to plant, 10
months- to desfroy it. All these P:Oérams. Bﬁt
when if came to Negrés, fhey were on the tail end,
money ran.out.  That’s the pfoblgm.

‘Now[ the soil conse:vation, ACS and thé FEA
have boards.f Now, there’s one deal that the
problem could~be_corrected. ‘Thé.NeQrosiare about;
we say, 10 or 15 percent»of.the population. It’s
impossible for a Negro to run and get elected in
that -- with that population.

Now, you appoint somebody. So I would
éuggest thatsyou appoint a person, a Negro on‘that

board so that the Negros would be represented with

all the farm projects you have and theyAﬁould get
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the message.  Soil conservation, we have one now

in Bristow, and Creek County. I believevwe,had’

one on the FHA board, which it helped a lot, then

the people would know.
~ Now, a lot of information is coming down that

it don’t get to our farmers. We have a lot of

.diséster programs that they didh’t(get anything

out of. We had soil bank, one.person, We had
CRP, and I was the onliest person in Creek County

that had CRP, $40 to retire land for 10 years, no.

Negro with it. They don’t get the meésage‘across

to our pedple. The monies are appropriated but

“where does it go?

Now, I think that if we can get the
information out to them, we, when we was at-

extension service, we had group meetings and then

farmers, we had a disaster program, fire burn out,

‘'people from Missouri brought hay down here.: Boy,

we couldn’‘t get none of that hay,, Negro farmers.
Cows want it, need it.
We had a disaster program for signing up.

They didn’t get the information out to them. I

went down and signed up and got some payment. But

the messages are not getting down to the people

who need it.: Now, some of the big boys are
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..getting,iﬁ, you can bet fhat. And we’ve got a
pecan deal coming on. I went down there, and I
said, "Well, I‘’ve got some pecans." Well, so and
so done signed up. The man who was cafrying it,

"he hadn’t informed the little boys dowﬁ here who

';ﬁaée got the pecans. Go down there, sigﬁ on the
diséste: prdéram. It’s not getting the
‘informatidn ﬁb our people.

Now, we need people from our group on fhese
committees, the soil conservation, with the ACéfA
FHA and extension service, all, then.we know that -
you will gét»the information and yaﬁ will be heard

,becausevllthiﬁk that’s where'our problem is.
‘Thank ydu‘fér this time.

MR. CLARK: Thank you, Mi.rAshley. The
next épeaker is Lawrence Bréckénridge. |

SPEAKER 14 - LAWRENCEVBRECKENRIDGE: I
am anrence Breckenridge, third and féurth
,géneration“ffom hohesﬁéaders,ufafméd all our.
lives. But we need help. Yqu gd down to the
office to sign ﬁp.for;a loan, the money is gone.

&They'send you down for a guaranﬁeed'loan, the
banker goés oquthe door. So what’s going on?

We’reléoing into thé‘twenty-first century

here. Discrimination is a great poison to this
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.country. And we need help, we need'something done

about it. So we appreciate what you people are

starting to do and it should have been done years

‘ago.

I had a government loan once before. I

‘needed to upgrade my bulls. It took an act of

Congress to get that done. They sent down a man

from D.C. I think Mr. Ashley was in the pasture

with me wheh he came. And they told this man to
get me these bulls. So 30, $40 a head on my

cattle. But it -- something has got to be done or

we‘re going out. Thank you.
MR. CLARK: Thank you. The next 'speaker

is Norman Bufford.

SPEAKER 15 - NORMAN BUFFORD:- Pass.

MR. CLARK: Pass? Jean Ann Casey?

SPEAKER 16 - JEAN ANN CASEY: I’ﬁ Jean
Ann'Césey. I live in ﬁennessey,}Oklahoma. And
I’m~basicaliy répresentingamyself;_ But I will

also speak for an organization in the state of

,Oklahoma called Sooner Citizens for a Clean

‘Environment.

What I would like to emphasize is the
corporate hog scene coming to the state of

Oklahoma. I won‘t go through the gory details
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that I'm sure most of you saw on 60 Minutes right

' before Christmas, but that is also happening in

Oklahoma. And they keep saying you can’t go back

- and forth between the states, but I think you

people in Washington could begin to level the
playing field because the minérity farmérs do have
a problem in this'state.\.éut we’re all going to
be out of buginess if corporate farming takes |
over. |

I also will bring up as immigrants coming to-

- . this counﬁry, they have to drive cars. And in the

© process to get a driver‘’s license, they also get a

motor vehicle -- or as they get the driver’s

license, they are given a motor voter registration

7  card. I don‘t know that it changed the size of

 the‘elections in northwest Oklahoma -and the

panhandle, but it could ultimately change county

commissioner elections in some of the local things

 that will completely change the way we deal as a

democracy- in this-country. Thank yoﬁ,_

“MR. CLARK: Thanklyou. ‘Next speaker is
Charles Smothermaﬁ. |
SPEAKER 17 - CHARLES SMOTHERMAN: I’m’
Charles Smotherman out of Wewoka in Okfuskee

County. I’m not a bitter person so what I’'m
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saying is not bitter. "I hope it’s positive. But
however,.I would like to see my tax dollars work

efficiently. And I’m going to give you some of-

-the things in my own. opinion I would like to see

happén, One of them, I would like to see the
people in Washington represent the people. ‘We’re
the people who elect you, we are the peoplé who

pay taxes. We .would like to see our tax dollars:

i

work efficiently, not inefficiently.

I have a:blue piece of paper here from
Okfuskee County thét I received yesterday. It
tells me the office is going to be closed New
Yéar’s:Day; That’s the way communiéatibns arrive
to me. Iﬁ’s funny to soﬁe peéple. It’é not funny

to me. I don’t have an answer for you on how to

‘improve the communication flow back to the farmers

from the offices locally or back to Washingtbn.

Hopefully, that’s why you’re hired by the U.S.

government so.that you may :be able to answer these

questions. I’m.going to give you fhe questions
but I can‘t givé you the answers. Hopéfully, yéu
can answer those or put a remedy to it.

I would like to see in the stafe of Okléhoma
and each stéte, at léast one progfam designated:

that is knowledgeable in the farm program that
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could gef the information tojouf.cqmmunities or. to
any‘community‘éo that we could be.a.functional
parf of»that program. That’s what we are aboutg
We are about prégress. If there’s money available

for anybody, make all of them aware of it, not

'just a select few.

Also I would like to see a court system put
about for the small and minority farmers that will
work, not something just to show on paper. Needs

for the minority and the small farmer is very

‘different from the big farmers. 'We need someone

that has knowledée that can help us and not hurt
us and not éommunicate information to us. 'We need
someone that’s trained ;o.work with us, hoﬁ
éomeone‘that is hired just for a job to support

his livelihood. We would like qualified people

. when we deal with these people. I don’t know how

to answer that qﬁestion. Hopefully, you guys do.
"Another :situation that I would:like to bring
up,;award‘for the work to be accomplished through

the FC office, awardea to one‘individugl, if that

individual cancels, then they call another one. I

would like to see if therefS<an award set up, they
have one through X amount of people in line. If

the first one cancels, the next one will know he’s
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in line, not that you give him two weeks to get
the project accomplished. If he don’t, he can’t

take it either. The money goes someplace else

after that. 1I’ve been involved with that program.

That’s all T have, gentlemen. I appreciate
your time. I appreciate your coming to Oklahoma.

And I hope ybu can accomplish something that will

help us. Thank you.

MR. CLARK: Thank yoﬁ, very much. We
have 19 additional folks that have signed up to
speak so that’s aboﬁt'another hour and.a half, or
somewhefe in tﬁat'neighborhood, but we would like

to take at this time about a 1l0-minute break.

Let’é be back in 10 minutes.

'(Whéreupon, a recess was taken.)
KR. CLARK: The next speaker is Buddy
Cranford. Okay, Mr. Cranford, we would appreciate
you making your comments.
MR. BUDDY CRANFORD: . Mr. Chairman, it is
a privilege to have all of you people in our state
that are‘from Washingtqn and~opr panel. We are
certainlyuglad that you have taken youf time’qut"
to listen to our prbblems. |
My‘name'is Buday Cranford. I represent all

the conservation districts in the state of
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Oklahoma. And one of the things that I see as I
travel across the state, you can pick out tribal

lands and minority lands because they’re not up to

snuff on conservation. So I'm-hearing some things

<today that may be part of the reason that they re

not rece1v1ng lnformatlon as fast as possible and
funds as fast as possible.

And as the state president of all the

districts across the state, I pledge to you people

in this robﬁ that we will work with Washington
pebple on whatever it takes to keep conservation
on the  land. There7s nothing I can do to help gef
government cheéks out or get you signed up, Pﬁil,
howéﬁer you heéd to be, but I can p}edge to help

you with conservation on this land of ours. And I

will report, Pearlie, on this'meeting to. our

national leaders in NACD and I‘m sure they will

have people that will have input on this.

But my concern is if you don‘t get your fair

share of the pie, the last thing you’re going to

take care of is the land. And my goodness, folks,

we don’t want to lose our land. We‘re having a

big enough battle keeping it when everyﬁhing is

.great. And we’re all in .a depressed area or

depressed times.
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So I really thank you for coming today and I

thank all the people that have testified and have

been here to have input and I think we’re all

going to have our eyes open. Personally, I

have -- I‘enjoy farming and what it gives to our

lives, so we’‘ve all got to work together. And I

thought maybe we had that team put together,

Pearlie. And I hope’it}gets strengthened from
this meeting.
Anything‘I can do to help anyone as state

president of our districts, you get hold of me and

I711 spread the word on up; - Thanks alot for your

time.

FROM THE FLOOR: Give us a name. .

MR. BUDDY CRANFORD: A. Buddy Cranford.
énd you éan reach me at Sentinel, Okiahoma, and
that’s in western Oklahoma, area code
405-393-4892.

,Aﬁd 1fve«metuPhil and a lot of these people
around here before. I know Sam right here} I sat
with hié wife fo:‘just a minute and here he comes;
But I appreciéte your time and look forward to
working with the rest of this group. Thank you;

MR. CLARK: Thénk‘you vefy much, Mr.

Cranford. Vallard Cambell.

" FRANK I.. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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SPEAKER 18 - VALLARD CAMBELL:
Greetings. Well, it appears that -- well, first
of all, I’'m Vallard Cambell from Fort Coffee,

Oklahoma down near the Arkansas state line. I‘m a

small farmer and a rancher. And it appears that

I‘ve got the same problem that most people in this
room in this meeting today has got and that’s

money problems. Every time I go into the bank,

. like someone said earlier, the banker runs out.

Is -

So there we go.
But I get my ground worked up, say, for
instancé}‘go‘down to get soﬁe monéy then I don’t
have thevmoney to gef my seed and fertilize it.
So this is a problem, you know. And if the
Federal government can kind of speed things up.
If ybu;vngot to put the seed in the ground,‘
you;vg got to pﬁt it in there.  You can't say
well, come back tomorrow or»nekt wgek and next .
month and .get some monies. So the pressure should
be put on the banks to go ahead and get.these
loans oﬁt expeditiéusly- Thank you.
MR. CLARK: Thank you. Our né#t speaker
is Virginia Autry. | |
SPEAKERflgv- VIRéINIA AUTRY: My name is

Virginia Autry. I'm a produCer in,a~family

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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farming operation in Kingfisher>County basically

growing small grains and cattle. I have a real

concern for the direction of family farms. The

(inaudible) thing for our product is not covering

the cost of the operation. I think I hear that

from everyone in this room.

You may not be aware, but the 1996 book,
“Fieid Without Dreams" by Victor Davis Hanson says
it better than I can wérd it: - "The most |
conServétive farmers in America were oblitefated
by‘theﬂfarm shakedown of the 1980s. By the new
gospel, thét‘fooé was to be quite lucrative for
everyone except fhose who themselves were to Qrow
it.“A .

One of the fa?m newsletters also hit the nail
on the head Whén it talks about Congress

desperately needs a new farmer-owned reserve. The

' quote from this letter is, "Grain stocks should be

held by farmers, .not . the. conglomerates, not the
ADMs and the CONAGRAs of the world."

It is also evident to me that the packer

concentration has affected the.beef market. Even

though it has been suggestéd this is a myth, it

has had a real impact on the price of the

‘commodity to the producer.

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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- I was iﬁ the county.office’redently, and I

 would like to know what Equip is all about;lvThe

lOcal'officeq:haVe.the book of,regs but’is.itmin
effeét} is‘i{kfuﬁded? vWe keep hearing,tiabits
about it, buf what . is the{réél informatioﬁ?'u1~
guess I‘'m ésking to have information that ié‘p:ivy
to a”feﬁ}

‘MR"ROMINGER:v Just brlefly, Equipfwas.

‘part of the 1996 Farm Bill. The money did not
become available until January 1 of this year but

we a:é soon pﬁtting out the regulatiohs fb:'Equip :

and then it will be a?ailable>this year.

~ SPEARKER 19 - VIRGINIA AUTRY: Thank you.

MR. CLARK: Next speaker is Kenneth
Battles.
' SPEARER 20 - KENNETH BATTLES: My name

is‘Kenneth Battles. And I'ma conéervationist for

' the Choctaw Nation. And I would iterate what Mr.

Cranford sai& a while ago, that you;can,identify

‘some Indian land by its appearance when you drlve‘»

by lt.

But_thaffs not what I‘m here to comment about
today. I wasAwanting'to tell you abodt a,program,
a grant that we recelved through the Choctaw

Nat;on Wlth Eastern Oklahoma State College and

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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also the extension service, and it’s funded by

FSA. And it‘s a grant to help needy farmers,

minority andtéocially disadvantaged farmers. And

we’re into our -- about our -- winding down our

second year in it.

‘And I just want to make a few comments about

it and tell you that it’s something that most of

’you probably, from what I‘ve heard today, mightfbe

something that you could use. I will admit that

is cbntacting these peoplé and getting them to

- come out and'get educatibn,'find out about the

programs and things like that. ' And that’s what

this program is“about. ‘And we’ve used it to reach
mainly small Indian farmers and ranchers. And
like I said, we’ve Jjust now got intbAour second

year; I’think we were funded the first time in

194,
',.,Iﬁwould.want.tonay that we‘re.using all the

‘resources we can come up with. Like I said, we

used the college, we’ve ﬁsed the Extension

Department, OsU Extension Departmént;. And some of

the beneiit%}‘lvféelilike that after we -- after

we assess other benefits, we are going to see that

what I’ve heard today is one'problem that you have

‘we .are doing some  good although we’ve been through

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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some -- we’re going through some bad times right

now, low cattle prices, high price féed, high

‘price fertilizer. And we also had the drought

there in the last half of ‘95.

So we went through some'bad~times,'folks.

But I might say that in contacting your people

probably one of the best‘ways is one-on-one
contact. Ypu can put all you want to on thé fadio
and the newspaper, and sometimes that helps, bﬁt
it don’t do what a one-on-one contact will déf‘

Sé I just feéi likeAthis‘is a program that

has worked for the Choctaw Nation and helped our

farmers and ranchers and I feel like it’s one that’

needs to be refunded and continued with good

‘supervision and good working people. Thank you.

MR. CLARK: Thank you, sir. Next
speakef is Levester McKesson.

SPEARER 21 =~ LEVESTER"MCKESSON:. Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. ' I’1l make my comments\very
brief. My sentiment has been conveyed by
everybody here. I woﬁld just like thaf you
representatives would take the message.back to

level the playing field for us borrowing money for

the very small farmer because that’s what we need.

‘When it comes to feeding animals, they don’t

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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knoW-anything‘ébout balancing the budget. If we
éah'go in and balance the budget for Mexico,'&e
can letla small farmer have two or $3,000 to buy
sqme_hay. Thét;s what -- or eqdipment‘or'
fertilizer. This is what we’'re taiking about. So
I would like for the message to be carried back to
your boss. And I'm going to ask ﬁhis because I

supported him before he got the first combination,

‘that we need help. And we need it now.

Now, if this is any kind of indication,

what’s happening here is happening all over the

UnitedlStates: So I appreciate the 0pportunity to

speak to you.. And I would like to‘haQé a copy of .
this entire'meeting,‘if there’s any way posSible,
and I would like tp give my addresé to her to have
iﬁ sent. . Thank you,.very‘much. |

'MRf_CLARK: - Thank you, Mr. McKesson.
And'ﬁé’ll have to check‘gnd see if we can maké
those . -- a copy of the-ﬁinutes ayailable. |

| MR. PEARLIE REED: We will giveAyéu a
copy - o
MR. CLARK: Okay. You’ll get it. The

néxt‘speakér is Muhammad Robbaléa,

| séEAkER 22 - MUHUMMAD ROBBALAA: Peace

be unto you. Gentlemen, it’s a pleasﬁre to be
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' here in front of you today. I‘m also from the

‘'same area that Levester McKesson is from.

My being here is a little different than

maybe most of 'the guys that have spoken

'previously, but basically our problem is the same,

finances is . the big.thing; I‘m a residential

‘builder. I graduated from Oklahoma State

University back many yéars ago and I build iow
cost housing. I know in the Muskogee area,
Farmers Home Administration, it seehs that they
don’t'want to make loans to black or African
American descendents..

I‘'ve had at least ten Africans at one time

and I can’t think of the gentleman that’s director

 over there, what his name is, but he’s from

Muldrow, Oklahoma; that’s'his home. Terry Buford

should not be a director. I wiil_personally stand

'up here and say that this guy should go back, that

you all should retire him immediately;g He’s a
racist. He is a bigot and he will laugh in youf

face and he will even lie to you. And I will say

that to himfbecause I’ve been there several times

and talked to this gentleman.
I never could get a loan approved in Eufaula,

Oklahoma»ovei there where the resort area is. The

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
(918) 745-=0303



10

11

12

13
14
15
16
17

,*18

19
20

21

22
23
24

25

black folks live basically on one side of the town
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money problemé.' And I really -- I cry‘fcr a lot

‘a few years égo, Oklahoma was rated fiftieth as

~and I. About 10 years ago my husband was killed:

USDA- LISTENING FORUM '1-10-97 64

over there. They never could get a home built on -4

Now, it seems that we are an ethnic group and.

this is a diverse group,heré. Everybody is having

of these people. I really can’ti~¥ I don’t have
anything else to say. But we have somejbig

problems in the state of Oklahoma. You know, back

loaning mcney to minority people. It probably
still is 50. Thank you. |

MR. CLARK: Thank you, sir. The next
speaker is Féuntillé Miller.

SPEAKER 23 - FAUNTILLA MILLER: Thank
you, ﬂ:. Chairman. My name is Fauntilla -~ #ery
ha?d to pronounce. |
‘ MR.jCLARK: I’'m sorry.

'SPEARER 23 - FAUNTILLA MILLER: - I‘m from

Boynton, Oklahoma, and I live on a farm, my son

in an accident and it left me just simply
devastated. ' However, I‘ve gone thrdﬁgh the
differenf programs of refinancing. And I

appreciate everything, but I can still use some

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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help. And whatever could be done to heip me,
especially’keep my payments where they are, I
would be very grateful. Thank you. |

MR. CLARKQ: Thank you, very much.
Willis Robedeaux?

SEEAKER'24 - WILiIS ROBEDEAUX: 1It’s
good to see you people here. Mr. Rominger, éood
to see you again. And the panel, I appreciate

you. My name is Willis Robedeaux. I‘m a member

of the Otoe Missouri Tribe. I‘m a board member of

“the IAC, Intertribal Ag Council. I‘m also an

outreach worker for U.S.D.A. I have worked with
the people in Stillwateﬁ and théY’haQe treaﬁedmeo
fine. .But there’s lbts'of work that needs to be
done towards the'farmers, the peopie that’é‘going
to -- the people thét made- this country.

This countfy was made with farmers and we’re
éetting aﬁay from it. You’ve got about five,
you’ve got about five.coﬁpanies-controlling the
grain, you‘ve got about five ﬁeople controlling
thé,cattle.‘ They~go just down the line. It‘s big
corporations. Now they’re héving a big deal out
in western,cklahoma~about the hogs. They’re
ruining our water, they’re ruining our natural

resources.

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVIC
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And about this meeﬁing, this.(indicating)
came out in the Ponca City paper day before
yesterday; I cut it out. That”’s how big it is,

just -~ hell, you couldn‘t find it if you wasn’t

looking for somethiﬁg. Anyway, that’s what

happens to all of our meetings. The:e's not

enough'time'and you need to make time to get these

. people together.

I called my tribal chairman and he’s a first
éouéin of mine. i'said, "Raymond, are you sending
somebody to the meeting?" He said, "Hell, you‘re
going.' You can represent us."

I said, ﬁOkay;'I’ll represent you as best I -

.can." And I got up here, I was going to tell a

story. When I first started on this outreach
program, I was going through some stuff and my
eight-year-old granddgughter said, "Granapa, what
are you doing?" | | |
I_said,-"I'mutrying'tp get my thoughtsa 7
togethér.‘ I‘m not én educated man; I‘m tfying to
get something together‘whéfe I can tell these
people." She said, "Grandpa,‘you're a éood'BSer,

so BS them." So here I‘m BSing you. That’s my

story.

- Anyway, I‘ve been farming,since 1946. I‘1ll

~ FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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sbén be 72 years old. I spent my time in the
Navy. 'I was in kussia, China, Jépan, RKorea, the
Aleutians,vallvthe.islands. I came home and I
started farﬁing:

on Indian land you couldrn’t get a loan. They
just wouldn’t even taik to you. I wanted a loan .
to build ﬁy house. So I went. to the baﬁk and I
said, "I want to borrow some.money and I want-a
turnkey job on a house. I‘ve got my plans.”

They said, QWe can’‘t do that; that’s on
Indian land.” So.I ﬁent to_thé.Indian department.
They. said, "We’‘re not making loans on Indian
land." So I was sunk. |

So I started to build my house a little bit

at -a time. Finally I got it built, and when I got

through, I owned that sucker because I worked in
the oil field and farmed in the daytime and I
built that sucker and I owned it when I.got
through,._Butgthat’s~what@itfs going~ﬁoﬁtake,
people, is a lot §f determination, a lot of hard
work.' ‘7 |
And for God’s saké,vgo see these people,Afill
out the‘papers. And when‘ﬁhey turn you down, |
don‘t éay, "That’s all( I‘m not going back, them

suckers ain’t going to loan me nothing anYWay.“

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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Go back and say, "Hey, Ronnie Clark, you didn’t

give me nothing last time I‘m up here, I’'m looking

you right in the eye; I want to know what’s
wrong." Terry Peach, let’s work this damn thing

out.

I’11l tell you one thing. I get carried away..

When we had Phil’s deal, I went to him and I said

"Phil} now, don‘t lose your tempef. Don‘t get up .

there and raise hell. I'm going to come over
there énd tap yéu oﬁ the‘shoulder and tell you to
shut,up;" -

ngl, hekgot to getting a little loud so I~
wenf Qvér thefe and tappedihim on the shoulder and
I said, "Phil." Okay, okay. So then I Qot up.
My wife‘Waé looking at the deal where we had -

they had put it all on tape, and she said, "I want

cuss words." I said, "Yes, and I heard about it

from Phil," Phil and the%Wifef

But ‘I do get carried away. I love my job. I

enjoy.working with you guys. And most of the

people, ifvyou,will'give them half the chance,

they will work with'you. But I‘ve. got one guy

down in the BIA that’s giving me fits.

Now, he had the laws on me, said I threatened

to tell you Something,'you was the only one using .|
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"hunt you up and I‘m going to try and whip your

him. I didn’t threaten him. I said I'm 70 -- I
was 70 years old thén'-- I said, "I'm 70 yéars.oid
and yéu’re about ready to retire. I’‘m going té .
make you a promise. Whgn yoﬁ retire, IVﬁ_going to
ass."” I said, "I'm not threatening you. NI;m just
m;king you‘a‘damn'promise." Thaﬁk you. That's
another one of my‘stories. ‘

MR. CLARK: Thank you, Willis. The next
speaker is Shermén Shanklin. |

V. SPEAKER 25 - SEERMAN SHANKLIN: I want

to thank you for this'opportunity.' I was going to

write my congressman and senator and by accident I

piéked up fhe'newspaper and saw this meeting wasf
going to be held.  However, I have a guilty
conscious. I féelAmy cdnce£ns.are minor compareﬁ'
to the other people in the room.

But what my concern is today, I cémé from
Nowata -County.- My namé is Shermén‘Shanklin. I'm
a‘farmér andgalso'I have a farm and ranch real
estate businesé and I‘'m also a full-time -
firefightgr'fOr the City of Bartlesville. vaeg
been electe& to the COC committee in the pasﬁ‘wﬂen

it was ASCS. And then, as we well know, the

systems come together with FMHAAand ASCS, and now
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as Farm Service Agency.
I was nominated, not because I was requested
to be nominated, and elected again to my county

committee and wasntold in December I had been

‘elected. I did not solicit, I did not advértise

for it but I was honored by my fellow producers’

- that I could help represeht them and give some of

my help back to my community.

However, I received a memo back from Mr.

- Stinsell in Washingtén, D.C. saying that he had

setAa pélicy.that~anyone in farm service égencies
could not participate énﬂthe coc becaﬁse of
conflict of iﬁterest in dealing in agriculfural
real estate. ‘Yéu coula participate in commercial
or residential.

Wéll, We all know that anything thaﬁ isn’t

'zcnedvin the'cify could fall under any guidelines

for the Farm Service Agency. And I could accept

.fthat,,but“l ﬁidnft«askafor the position to. be

elected and I don‘t look for it for monetary gain.
The only problem that I have that I would like for

Mr. Stinsell to review the program is from the

- county, from the state éommittee which is

politically appointed down to all of my‘other

fellow COC committee members throughout the 77
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counties to ask how many of-those gentlemen ané
ladies prov;de customer services as far as custom'
farming, selllng hay to other people that havem
their farms in the Farm Service Agency programs,f
sell seed, sell livestock equipment, farming‘
equipment ahd see 1if ﬁhey have the same interest:
that I do.:

I only feel that it’s wrong tp‘segregate
- someone out thét is interesﬁed'in sélling farm aﬁd
ranch reaiyesfate and not look at other éommittee
members that profide services that help the
commﬁnity with people that are involved in Farm
Service Agency progfams. I thank you'for y§ur
time. |

MR. CLARK: Thank you. The next speaker
is W.G. Parker.v Not here? We’ll go to thevpext 
one, then. James Johnson. He had to leave, too?
All right. Willard Earl Davis?

SPEAKER 28 - WILLARD EARL DAVIS: = Good
evening. First of all; I wouid like to thank all
of my fellow farm friends; Some of them had to‘
leave, I guess, to go home and feéd thé cattle,
‘but at least they made it and I hope they were

able to voice thelr oplnlon.

My name is Willard Earl Davis. And I farm --
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I rent about 3CQ acres of’land and I own 500 acres

| of land. And I remember back in 1969 I went and
ﬁried to aéply for a loan with Farm Home
Admipistratidn.b I toldvthem thaf, you.know, my
father Qés a farmer,becauée'his fathef was a

| farmer‘and his father was a plantation s;a#e SO my
~ideaAwaé to let them knpw I knew ; lot about
farming and.that even though I Qas a proféssional
person, I do‘handle two roles, that I am in
fa;ming and I am there to stay. ,

vNow, they lied to @e and told me that, yoﬁ

know, we &on't’let loans out to groféssional
people, that you will>ha§e~to be'a‘full-fledged
farmer, full-time farmer. Whilé I was in
Wéshington, D.C. I taiked;to a black gentleman
the:e; he said that was not the truth. He said

you need to go back down there. He said if you

make .a certain percent, a certain percent of your

- income comes from the farﬁ,~then:you~are entitlgd
to all of the facilities that Farm Home -
Administrgticn hés.- | |

| So I wrote a letter to the president and he
sent that letter to Stillw#tet. 'And they had a
black guy there by the néme of -- let’s see, what

was his name? I can‘t think right -- Sim Drain.

- FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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So Sim Drain came down to the home office there in

Oklahoma City and he asked me to meet him there at
three o’clbck. Well, when I got there, those saﬁe
people who had turned me down five times, man,

they welcomed me, and said, "Come on in because

you don‘t -- we’ve been looking for you for a'lohgi

time, guys like‘you;“

Now, they’had lied to me for about tﬁree
years before, then'all of a sudden when I b;ough%
this to ihe attention ofﬁihe péople‘in Washington,
D.C., the game changed. - And what happened was '
after about three weeks, they lét mé‘have
$115,000.

And I told them nﬁ, I didn’t exactly come tﬁv
get‘that kind of money. But they said no, we want
you to borrow enough money just in case yoﬁ have
thlose that’farﬁ, you know, we ﬁant it to be in‘
better shape than it wés before. Now, I knbw what
they meantw“ |

And from 1976 to 1986 my assets was.somethipg

like ' a million =-- a million and $70,000 because of

it. Everybody was looking for a farm. You know,

"I mean, you could sell a farm for 200 to $2,000 an

‘acre, you could sell it for $3,000 an acre.

People were coming in to Oklahoma City and that .
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area. Then we had a recession right after that

and some of that same -- and they was letting me

_have all ‘the money that I wanted then because it

was a valuable piece of asset.

Butvright after that, guess what? We had

.sort of an oil crash, you know, the land you

couldn’t hardly glve it away. That’s when I got.
in trouble. - By then, you know; we7re.farming it,
but we just need some'mofe‘moaey. I think
everybody haeagot thisvsame'problem‘" We need more
money. |

So I went,to those people; Farm Loan

Admanlstratlon, went back to them. And every time .

I went there, every type of loan they had, they

had what they’call -- they’ve got farms set aside,

.they'had,leaee back pay back. I think you guys

know what I‘m talking about, right? I was turned

down for every one. of those loans. We’re talking

'about debt reconstruction. I was: turned down for

that. You know, they told me -- they gave me
every reason why I could not apply for a loan to
get this loan. But at the same time there were
millionaire farmers,‘white farmers who was getting
ﬁhie:meney. | |

And you know, I’m sitting here saying that
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because I'm.black, I was denied that loan. But I
must say this also: We did have two or three
white farmers who were denied that lcan) too.
Beqause what they do is, you know, they get with;

their friends and the friends already know you are

in trouble and then they send their friends out to

talk to you to see can they buy your farm.
So all of these things should be looked at.’

And what we need, we need éomebody on a local

level who are there to represent us as minorities

and see that the money is goiﬁg to the people who
néed it. Because I fhink'the'money is being
funneled down but it‘s going to millionaire
farmers, people who aie already millionaires.

And gentlemen, I’m telling you, we’‘re in

 trouble. I think it’s something like, we’ve got.

about -- at one time in my neighborhood we had at

least 200 farmers, real live farmers. And now I

- am the only certified farmer in that.county. We

have some farmers who are doing hog farming and :
cattle farming and things of thaﬁ‘nature,~but I am
the only certified farmer‘inbthat county} And.I}m
§aYing to you today we need some type of
assistance and we need some money. Thanklyou.

MR. CLARK: Thank you, Mr. Davis. We
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have Josephine and William Penn. Do you want to
handle that éeparately or -- |
| SPEARER 29 - JOSEPHINE PENN: VGQOd>
evening.’ I'm Josephine Penn. And i'm
representin§ my brother Wiliiam Penn1Wh§.could not
be here becaﬁse ofyillness.
. And I’ll start back with'my dad lefﬁ-us a

farm in 1967; at least William came there and

started farming in 1967 and my dad died in 1969.
- And so he was trying -- got in farming, trying to

get on the farming progtam or trying to get.

started and he needed equipment and he needed --

- in fact, hg needed everything.' But he received

mﬁch and did not receive equal treatment when

trying to get assistance for the farm. For

instance, the cost sharing on the different farm

practices such as erosion control and grass

planting &ere always less than what was told.

And finally the local foiceAwéuld just
ignore his requests.f Also experienced harsh
treatment from some of the nonminority farmers who
had poiSoned his cows and they had been

investigated. And they also poisoned the fields

to try to kill the crops to stop him from farming

~and tried to get him to sell the lands. So
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finally William did have to stop because of
illness.

But similar to the other gentleman who spoke,

the county U.S.D.A. agencies would slander William
by telling all new people working in this office

that he was a troublemaker and don‘t go to his

placé. They wouldn’t, you know, send. anybody out
to see about his needs. Aﬁd I‘m also standing in
for Ray Charles Penn also. And I‘m reading
because I don;t have this memorized.

Migrating from -- this is from Ray Charles.'’

Migrating from south central Géorgia as a slave at

the age of 10, witnessed the emancipation of his
family which was ieft, what was left of it, as the
owner fled as the Union soldiers rode through.

This former slave came to Oklahoma to protect

his sons from being hanged or torched, and settled

south of Langston, Oklahoma in eastern Logan

" County. He prepared through farming,. using

techniques not practiced in Oklahoma at this time

known as terracing. At the death, he left seven

farms, one to each of his children. This former.

slave died at the known age of 103 years old, thus

giving the great grahdson the opportunity to know

‘him.
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The legacy étartedeby the former slave Alan
Park Senior is now being carried out by his great

grandson Ray Charles Penn who farms the only farm

left from the estate. The life on the family farm

is escaping and eroding the American dream in

rural America.
- With the many programs created by Congress,

they~have,bypaSSed the minérity family farm

through denial, discouragement and discrimination,

thus depriving me the means necessary to rural and
farm survival. Some of my contact (sic) with me,

the U.S.D.A. Farmers Home Administration resulted

" in denial of farm operating and ownership plan

applieétfor 1980, denial of home imprb%ement loan
ana é.grant for my 76;year-old mother in 1994 and
‘95. ” |

Control of the state. I ééntécted the state
department.Farm'Home A@minist;atioﬁ, Stillwater,
Oklahoma, in 1987. He only offered neéativg'and

discouraging advice about getting started in

yfarming. The high costs -- he stated that one of

- the reasons was the high cost of equipment and the

large amount of capital and the cuts by the
U.S.D.A. However, I continuéd to read and saw

pictures_of young nonminorities starting‘farming
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Tareers.

Number four, participated in 1992'disaster
relief pfégram administered by U.S.D.A., and ASCST
office and received a 1099 income tax reported,
and.reported,avstatement fér $90.. Howéver, I
never receivedvthe check. When queStioning the
ASCS office in‘Guthrie, Oklahoma, thelonly answer
I received was that the 1099 income reporting forﬁ
wés'a mistake. |

Okay, these following are some areas of
questionable financing that came to my attention.
Farm Home Administration, Logan Qéunty, Guthrie,
leahoma, léans to a private and‘segregated golf
and country club in Guthrie, Oklahoma
approxmmately 1980 where the funds were dlspatched
into the bank known as the First Natlonal Bank in
Guthrie, Ok;ahoma. Farmers Home Administration,
Logan County, Guthrie, subsiding hoﬁe mortgage to
a nonminority»uhderprivileged,individual Carl.

Kinney whose occupation was an office manager for

the local grain and fertilizer company in Guthrié,

Oklahoma with income in excess of $70,000 whose
mortgage was accommodated at $90 a month.
Respectfully submitted, Ray Penn.

MR. CLARK: Thank you very much. We had
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William Penn and Ray Penn. I‘m understanding that

you spoke for yourself and those other two

" individuals?

SPEAKER 29 - JOSEPHINE PENN: Yes.

MR. CLARK: Okay. Jerry Keener is the

. next speaker. Is Jerry here? Jerry Keener? He

.had to leave? 'Okay.

SPEAKER 32 - GLEN BROOKS: Good
afternoon. It’s a privilege to be here. I'm
pretty éure I‘m the only one of this kind that’s

here because I work every day for the Department

'ofxTransportation, and I’'m the Chief 6f civil

Rights fof about 2600 eméloyees for thé last 24
yearé. I'm.aISO a military officer in the
Okiaﬁoma Naﬁional Guard. If you see me tomorrow
in uniform, you’re still seeing the same perso@ of
27 ?ears;

I say that to let you know I do know

msomething'about OklahdmawQ¢Andxthe{reason.i’m here .

today is because a good friend,of‘miﬁe told me as
a farmer fhat»I néeded to be here tbday. I get a
lot of your‘cails; That's‘why I‘m here. I’‘m

civil fights for theADepartmént of Transportation

which is your highway system. But I get in

contact with a lot of farmers, especially black
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farmérs. ’And I woula like for you tovréally putk
in your minutes today that we aré_losing black
farmers in Oklahoma.

I ﬁravelrall 77 counfies at least, at least
ﬁwice each fear. Aﬁd I can téll you right now the
black farmer ié in troublé. But I have somé

answers for you. Because I get a lot of calls and

1 have to tell them, you know, "I‘m the Highway

Department; you need to call the other agency.”

But I would say to you today that you need tb
do a few things. Some of them I do. I have .
friends in Washington and I contact them. Phil:
Givens has been to me. He will tellIYQu that we
get the business done. But I would say to you
that we can do a better job, you can do a better

job. And I'm in governmeént and I can tell you all

it takes is reaching out and going out to visit

. these homes and also these farms.

Oklahoma, .if you..don’t know, ‘has five all

~black towns. Around them are black farmers. I

found out today that a lot of them don’‘t even get
the message -- don‘t even get the message that

really affects their farms. One is banking

‘institutions. We have a éystem that we have in

place where we make sure that we contact the
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banking institutions.

And I‘m going to tell you, put some money in

‘some minority banks, black banks. You have one

right here in Tulsa, American State Bank. If you

don’t know about it, put your money there. And
I'm pretty sure Leroy Thomas is going to get the

money out to some farmers. And for the Indian

farmers, that’s for ybu,'too, and some small white

~farmers.

The other thing I have for you is

advertisement. You’ve got to go to some black

- churches; that’s where we meet. Because they’re

farming all week, but if you go to church and put

it in their bulletin; the& get the message,
beliéve me. We dpvit for highway construction;
thatfé how we get our minority contractors. They
work all during the week but, you know, they stop

and take time to pray on Sundays. So do that,

contactwthe;churchés.  And ‘if you don’t. know the

chnrches‘in Oklahoma, in all 77 counties, call me,

I’ve got theh;

Also we have a lot of problems with EPA.with

black farmers. it’s»killing them. It’s running
‘them away. They got the sale. That’s not right.

Do something for them.
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My last point is coﬁdemnétion procedures. We
do a lot of condemnation when we build a hiéhway,
bﬁt'it’s a.prpcess. You should make sureAthat
these people in this roém are afforded an
opportunity at the right timelto have a hearing.
Don’t_put.theihearing when they’re out farming;
that’s not right. Do it when they can make it to
the hearing at an apprppriate time.

So I stand here today to tell yoﬁ that yes;
we’‘ve got a serio#é prob;em'in Okiahoma; And if .
you feally want to do something for all farmers in
Oklahoma in your administration, pleése go to the
farm and let;s keep the farm going inAOklahoma,'

eSpecially for these minority farmers. Thank you,

- very much, for coming today.

MR. CLARK: Thank you, Mr. Brooks. Thé
next Speaker'is.Rudell Lee. Mr. Lee? Not here?
T had Lewis Bfuner aﬁd Willy WilSén. Both those
names. have been markéd off. Are £hey~gpne?WAThej
had to leave?  Ronald Banks?

SPEAKER 36 - RONALD BANKS: I was
standing out in the hallway just a while ago and I
was telling'them I was having little problem when»

I was a minority. But I don’t have =-- really I

" kind of understand it whenAIVgo to the bank and I
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leaving without any because I‘m black. So I

realized then where the minority started.

for you all to help me on. There’s a point that

~approximately 30 years. I‘m not behind at the

'aﬁd he workea for me. -And that shouldn’t be a

- taught ‘him enough.in 20.years :'to know what he was

’doing. I don‘t have a job and if I can make it,

don’t get any‘money'and I will be the only one

But, okéy, I have ancther’thing I would like

there’svguite'a feﬁubléck-farmers that;scuffleAfor
ﬁheir land and étuff. In’our time they ﬁoﬁld like
to turn it dvér to tﬁeir kids.

At this point I own approximately 640 acres,

and I owe. FHA $12,000 on it. ©Now, I’ve paidvon it

time. .But to turn it over to my sdn_is the
problem. He don‘t have a job, and FHA don‘t think

he can handle it. ’But I handled it for 30 years

problem.
I should have taught him enough in 30 yeafs -

he’s not that o0ld, he’s 20 -~ but Ivshoﬁld have

he wasn’t that dumb. At least he came to dinner.

So I don’t think he was that dumb. |
Anofherfthiﬁg,'you know, 6uriosity here,

every durn thing that I‘ve got d&ne,-I got it did

through calling the state office. You all can
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save us a lot of money; get rid of the cbunty
office. Them suckers ain’t doing nothing. ' You go

in there and you‘ve got a program and you ask

them, say, hey, what about this program that you.

have all got for this? What program are you
talking about?

You want to ask him, "Hey, when did you start

'working? It must have been about an hour ago.*

He doesh’t know a damn what I dq; You kﬁow,‘hé
really don‘t know. And it;s like we’re going to
keep it a secret; we’re.going to hold the money. .
You kﬁow, down in Okfuskeé County they have got
this here Equal Opéortunity Officer. Ivtried‘to
findiit. That sucker was sick or something,
because he was one of.the~good.old boys.

You know, when I left out of the office, one

~of my white friends told me, hey that guy said you

didn’t need it, you know. I‘m down here fighting

.for:myf—- I‘ve got some cows on some CRP program

~and they wasn’t even my cows but he said I knew

about it and went on somewhere. This was the

Equal Opportunity Office. So you know, they

‘elected him and he‘’s one of them that they pat on

the back, hey, we’re going to talk about this boy,

just~as soon as he goes, we’ll handle that. He .
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ain‘t worth nothing.
.~ So that’s one of the main problems that we’re
having. And Mr. Beacham (phonetic), if he

remembers me, I was down there at the county

office trying to talk to my county officer and he

just kind of told4me, yes, yes, yes, go play.: And
I called Mr. Beacham and he went up there and he

talked to him and he set me up a program, that’s .

in Stillwater. I think his name was Mr. Beacham.

And we worked out a program; I'm back on board
again.

éut they acted like I had»-f I bought someA
cows and they all died, they got caught.in the
snowstoiﬁ comingvup here, and half of them throwed
their calves and all this here; But anyway, when
l.gOt“behind, fhe‘county office didn’t offer no-.
kind of help. I did -- I called Stillwater oné

day because they wasn’t givingime my check and

isome guy up there told me,; call Washington; they

will ine‘it to you. I made a long distance call
to Wasﬁihgton;

I went down there and Jo -- I &ill even tell
fou what her name was -- she was down there crying
when I got,back, but she had my check ready. So

you can save a bunch of money; get rid of the-
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county office. I‘ve got this guy over here, i
paia ail ny méneyy $8,800 to Okmulgee,, We‘moved
over té'Okmuigee.’ I wént over and told him, I
said, I want to plant some seed. Now, he ain‘t

had no hands on the rest of my money because I gét

hurt on the job énd.paid up my FHA loan and I‘m

lacking $800 to plant some seed and he said he
didn‘t see whgreAit would Ereéte a hardéhip. .I
doh’t ha%e a job. But it’s no ﬁardship not to
plant.myAcrop. Well, sheisaid it’s time.

Bﬁt ali’of us black farmers that are, you’
know; hung out here trying to keep these farms, a

lot of them was passed down through our family and

it is time for you all to give us a hand to try to

transfer it. The black farmer is leaving, he’s

gone. - If you don’t think he’s gone, go where they.

used to be and see how many of them are left. As

' you can see, count the days. If you don‘t believe

I’m,gdne,-gountnthe-days that I ain’ut-beenvhere‘.~
Or count the days I‘ve stayed.
I feel_kind of like -~ and the terriblest

thing thatkhappened was on this CRP program, the

‘ average black farmer came out with 25, $19 and

éverything, and the white farmer came out with

$48. My dad went through that same durn'junk. Be -
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‘didn‘t know no better. Ee‘isAéitting over there
thinking yoﬁ can rent‘iand for $5 an acre, so'when
you offered him $21, he jumped on it. Hejdidﬁ't
know no better. |
.But you»gokdown there to the ASC office and
ﬁhere’s'an old boy down. there and if he’s white,
you say hey@Aman what’s the going pricé for this
‘iand?’ Oh, man, put it down for $48. And that
black man farmer, what are you ali talking about?
_Whét are-we'getting'mOney for? These guys are
really lost. ‘Y0u~khow, and they’re télking about
getting to us. You have alreadf got all the ﬁay
to'ué, that’s sﬁoﬁe rape. |
MR. CLARK: Thank you, Mr. Banks. We‘ve
gone thréugh.the list.of‘folks that‘haﬁe signed up
,£o make presentations. We’‘ve still got about, my

watch says, about 20 minutes till five. I wanted

to wrap this up by five o’clock but we would offer

‘the.ppportunity;here, if someone has got some .
thoughts that did not sign up. Did not sign up.

Let’s give them the chance first.

We would offer you the opportunity to walk up

there to the mike and make some comments. No-
takers? One gentleman over here wanted to make a

few more comments.
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MR. FRANK JONES: I can’t believe you .
can’t get this money down because they say it’s up
there so why can’t we‘get it? VNow, Terry, I gﬁow
yéu and Charles stepped into a hornet%s hest up

there. But, boy, if you’re not tough enough, get

out of there or take you some nasty pills in the:

~morning or do something. You’re going to have to

because it‘s serious. These people are telling
you something now, so do something.

~ Like this guy says, fire them. I would fire

~them. I wouldn’t fool with them five minutes. If

they didn‘t want to work, they didn’t want to get

this information out, and like they said, get out
there one on one, see what’s going on. If they
don’t want to do it, get rid,of them. EHell, I

used to fire them. . I worked minorities, I’ve

worked -- I’ve been in administration in schools.

If they didn’t work, get rid of them. But get
these 'people some help.

MR. CLARK: The last comments were froﬁ
F;énk Jones; is that fight,'Mr. Jones? So fdr the
record here. |

MR. PHIL GIVENS: Mr. Chairman, let me
say something. You know, I have a iot to say. |

And what’s really troubling mé, we were in
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Washihgton, D}C. Monday. The under secretary’s

sitting right there. If I could ask you two

- things to do today, these are the two things.

~

You’vé‘got Ron Clark and Térry Peach. You’ve
got all these black and minority farmers out
theref ‘Why ddn't you come up with an advisory
boaid right ﬁow comprised of #ome'of‘thesé black,
and natiﬁe'American farmers. . And anothef thing,
nepotism, conflicts of interest, I'm tired of‘
U.S.D.A. hiding behind policy and procedure. When

the policy and procedure suits you all, it‘s fine,

‘but when we point out what the policy and

prdcedure is when it comes to nepotiéma
And listen to this, to file a civil rights
complaint with U.S.D.A. means creating enemies

from here to Washington, D.C.; I know I‘ve been

“there 23 times. I would like U.S.D.A. to come u§

with some type of poiicy and procedure<that séys

-Wekwill investiqateathe civil rights complaint in
. a timely fashion and take care of it. In my case

filing 72 civil rights complaints, you all have

never done that.
We‘ve got Terry, avcounty»cdmmittee member

and a farm credit officer that’s brother-in-laws.

- and that’s ali'you’ve heard today about
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Sro;her;in-lawé. Tﬁis is not a fictitious deal.
i’ve‘calléd you twice, at home, and Washington,
D.C. and Stillwater. The people in»Waéhinéton,
D.C. Qon*t even ha&e nothing to do wifh it.

A§ much problems as we’ve héd in Okiahoma
with racism in the county committee’s office, yoﬁ
ought to immeaiatély make that board member
.resign. Thé‘State office‘can dé that. Or
transfer that local FSA officer;’that’s the
policy.i‘And~you won’t do your.job.

I‘ve told your boss in Washin§ton, D;C. you
were a good administrator, but you couldn’t do
your damn job.v You need to transfe? that board
member o¥ transfer tﬁe credit officer. I have a
problem with the county committee board members as
brother-in-laws processing a loan and determining

eligibility. Under secretary, Terry Peach will

tell you what I‘m telling you is true and correct.-

U.S.D.A. doesn’t know how to écfvinugood-faith,

MR. ROMINGER: Thank you, Phil.

'MR. SAM COMBS: Mr. Chairman, my time
ran out, and I would_just like to make a couple
more points that I didn’t have time to make.
Number one, I think this is veryAcritical as'it

relates to our college education for minorities.
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Ai,tﬁink U.S.D.A. ought to use all the persuésion,
all the fﬁnds that théyAcan muster fo bring 1890
colleges up to‘sbeed; | )

'4Now, I‘m weli avare of;What’s going on in the
past. But now, and I’ﬁ.talking abouf -~ Im
talking abou£ curriculum; I'm télking about
faculty, I’m talking about librarieé,‘l’m falking
about all facilities, eq#ipﬁent, et cetera, et
cetera, where minority kids. Ypﬁ see, most of the
'minority'kids in this country‘stili go to biack
colleges( hoétly:Africa Ame:icah. ‘That is a fact.
And we need td«seg -- U.S.D.A. needs to see that.
these reqﬁirements-are broughtVﬁp to speed so that
the students that’graduate ffom fhese universifies
can be expected to compete on an equai basis with
people who graduétéd in 1862.

Now, if you wonder what I‘m talking about,

and some of you have been to some of the 1890

fcolleges,>YOuALooknatathe plant, you look at the

- faculty, you look at the libfaries, and the

facilities, et cetera, et cetera and you are aware

~what I‘m talking about. And that needs to be done

and it needs to be done quickly if we are going to

make agriculture an attractive vocation for

minority youth;
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And I reemphasize again that officials at the
top in the positions where you all sit need to
really monitor county offices because there’s some
real atrocities going on out there in terms of

lackingyinformation, absolute hiding of programs

‘and not passing the information on in a timely

fashion, et cetera, et cetera. 1It’s happenihg and
the people who are suffering are the minorities.
There is a good old boyknetwork that’s in

U.S.D.A. that needs to be gotten rid of. There’s’

no doubt about it, it’s there in every agency, you

know, you scratch my back, I‘ll scratch yours.
And I was in a county office; I‘m a retired
U.S.D.A; employee myself. I was in a county

office in my home town. I won‘’t embarrass

somebody. by telling you which one. It wasn‘t the .

one I worked for; I will say that. If it had

been, I would‘have been ashamed. I walked in

" there and asked for some assistance.and the young

lady they had working there, I guess she was the
secretary or something, well, she didn’t know

anything, you know. And the office manager or

whatever they call him, was sitting in the back

there, you know.

‘And I must have been in there for 30 minutes

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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or so. And I knew all about the program and the

young lady was trying to help_me. It was no

deference to her. She absolﬁtely.did not know.
He never came out until he got'readylto.go. He
picked up his briefcase and he walked as close to
me as i.am-to this gentleman and he didn’t even
speak, you see.

Now,'let’s.lOAk at this scenario. Hadliibeen
a first time African Aﬁerican to héve béen in this

particular.office, what do you think I would‘have'

Athought,‘you see. Now, believe me, that kind of

stuff goes on in county offices. And it goes on
on a daily basis.:

And, you know, until -- I said.thisfwhen I

was working and I will say it again. Until the

Department of Agriculture officials are willing to

" let some heads roll, it’s going to take some of

that before some folks get the message, and say to

them. in no uncertain terms that if you. do: these.

things, you'Will pay. Nothing else is going to
change. I could go. on and on. But I will stop
right there. .

MR. WILLARD EARL DAVIS: I am going to

make this short because I know because we are

- about to close on time. But Mr. Joel ‘Schmidt, is
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he here or has he gone? Okay, now, he advised me

that there are a number of minorities just got

‘'going. In other words, at this very moment

they‘re in foreclosure and the thing that I would

- like for U.S.D.A. to do is to maybe get with him -~

I’m pretty sure he will get with you -- and try to

get these loans, try to get a write down, in other

words, forgive theée‘people‘for some of this’
interest, at least the interesﬁ that they owe aﬁd
maybe give them a start.

The one thing I would like to 1gaﬁe’with foQ
on your waﬁ back to Washington, D.C. or whétever;
is that,vyou‘know, wevdpn't really own‘iand. It’s
not like owning a house or a car. Those things
can be destroyéd.by ordinary means. But land is
going‘to be hére forever. We are fust the

caretaker of this property, property that our

forefather’s ‘have owned and it has gone down froﬁ :

generation to. generation. .And we are about to

AloseAthat.

2ll I ask you to do is reconsider some of
these foreclosures for minorities because all we
ask to do is just be the caretaker. You can have

it in about 50 years, but let us take‘qare of it -

antil then. Thank you, very much.
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"Mﬁ. CLARK: - Thank you, Mr;‘Davis. One
" more. I appreciate all the input.

FROM THE FLOOR: Mr. Chairman, I will
take five mi@ﬁtes and I‘m just glad that you are
here. I représent Langston'University. And I
didn’t want tb say anything here but since many
peoplé'are hére, I woﬁld like to make this: |
observation andvdeélaration;

The U.S.D.A. has giveﬁ Langétoﬁ University
the outreach training and fedhnical assistance
program and you have been only for éometime,noﬁ.
I can seé that sdﬁe of the landowners and tenants
that yog‘have-worked with and many of them are in
fhis hallf Some went throuéh a lot of

difficulties to get their monies and so on and so

forth. But what I‘m just trying to'say is that if

there’s anybod? who has been going thﬁough the
- 1951-5, you know fhat, andxtﬁings like that, we
have a team that cén help .you outkinﬁpaékaging-
that process so that you can push it through the
county office és“soon.as‘you can.
. But most importantly,'we a:e workiné in
several counties in Oklahoma anaka would like, as
much as.possible, to be involved in some of the

- activities that you are dealing with. And that’s
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why we are being paid. The services afe,free.
And we are just there to help you out.

MR. CLARK: Thank you. We had a hand

right back heré; this gentleman.

.MR. CHARLES LONECHIEF: I want to thank
you gentlemen, for sending correspondence to the’

tribe inviting us to be here. The Chairman of the

‘tribe wasn‘t able to attend today but anyway, I

came in his behalf. I live here in Tulsa and they

'called and asked if I would represent the tribe.

I am a tribal councilman of the Pawnee tribe. Ahd

~what I have to say has nothing to do with the

feelings of the tribe, I’m sure, but what I

observed over the years growing up, and what I‘ve

‘seen in government dealings and so on.

“And what really botheﬁs me is when I hear
peéplé, whether the black‘or_Indian or Asian,
wﬁatever background or even, you knéw, Caucasian,
theyf;g really hurting in this;country. .And our

politicians in their humanitarian efforts are

willing to send millions of dollars over to AT or

to Somalia or to Bosnia. Well, who is going to

speak for the people here?. That ‘s what bothers

me.

You know, somewhere in some point in time, I

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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1 think that the Ameriéané will pull together and
2 ' start deﬁanding or trying to get some avenue of
3 ‘ getting £he_samé type of appeal to the human
4 - consciencg fhat we have people here in the country
5 ) 'thaf are hurting. ~ You khoﬁ; you can go over in
6 . . eastern Oklahoma or anyplace,}as far as that goes,
7 | and still find people llVlng in shacks. I mean,
8 _ you can see- dayllght through the cracks in the
9 " walls of the house or maybe stars through the
10 . ‘ _holeéfin the ceiiing, And if'money can be raised
11 : fo:<eme;gencies-like floods or disasters, why
12 ' | can’t ﬁe save. our people‘who are the grassroots
13 ) people, the farmers thét have fed the nation,; you
14 - | kﬁow, from the beginning? And that’s the quéstion f
15 |- that feally rolls in my mind. |
16 - And you know, borrowing a phrase, I wish I
17 - could, you know, come up Qith some of these quotes
.18 ‘ that some of the famous péople have come up with,
-19 g ‘but. you know, you teach.peopleAtOmfish; if you.:
20 hand them the fish, they will never learn. - And I
21 ., don’t know, I ﬁould like to see not just with
22 "-Iﬁdian tribesvbut with other minority groups that
23 | | are wahﬁing to learn, you knéw. |
24 o : ‘We Send4Peace Corps people ovérseas to teach
25 :thosé people how to raise érops’and how to do
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things better. Why don’t we have our inner Peace

Corps to reach out to the different entities here

in the United States?

Now, I thank you gentlemen. That’s only food

for.thought that I threw out.
MR. PHIL GIVENS: Pearlie Reed, let me

say this: Is there not a moratorium that the

secretary has on minority foreclosures?

MR. ROMINGER: Yes, there is. The

secretary --

MR. PHIL GIVENS: We’re just now finding

that out. ~I had,to,£ly 2,000 miles Monday to fina
that oﬁt. Somebody should have put that in the .
paper that there’s a moratorium on the. minority
farmers. Zou can explain that.

MR. ROﬁINGER; There’s a moratorium on
foreclosures on minority farmers until they cén be

investigated to see if there’s been

discrimination. That’s in place, yes.

- MR. PHIL GIVENS: Good. Terry, yoﬁ
should put that out. 'I mean, we -didn‘t get a
newsletter from you or Ron Clark or anybody in the
state officé‘telling minority farmers énd this is
just paft of outreach. I'm nof being smart, but

all of us can’t fly to Washington, D.C. to find
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- things out. But nobody in the state office told

any ‘of theéelminority farmers this.

I knew and I’ve sat here tﬁrcugh this wh;le
nmeeting to see if that was even going to come out
and it never:did. And that béthers.me.A And when
I testify in front of the Senate Select Comﬁittee,
I‘m goihg to bringvthat up and say that a state’.

director with the NRC, FHA never told a black,

" Hispanic or Indian farmer about this moratorium on

R

the AFSA probleﬁs. And it was nefer brought to
this.méetithtill‘Ifbfought-it‘up. You remember
that, Terry Peach, éhd Ron Clark.
MR. CLARK: We’ll take one more, ﬁhen
we’re going to wrép this up. |
" FROM THE FLOOR: Okay. I want to ask
the =-- what I was dealing with in aéking you .
about., like, transfer fofﬁs. Just like -- I’m nof
actually tired of it, Bﬁt I’'m ready to givé it up.
And I would.likegxo«supervise»andihelp my:kidrﬂyou
know, to get a start.
You know, it dén't look like it would be a
problem with it. After I paid onlit -- actually
I‘m on the downhill payment. There loéks like

there ought to be some kind of way you could

‘trénsfer.this farm without'any problem with just

‘FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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$12,000 owed on it.
I don’t see why you can’t just say hey, I'm

tired, you know, son, you can have it now. That’s

the way my grandpa -- he didn’t give me a farm,

‘but he4gave me the chance to start farming and I

could plant whatever I wanted to and do it when I

was, like, 11, 12 years old. He was 60 somethihg
years old.
' MR. PEARLIE REED: Can we meet with you.

right after the meeting? And I‘m going to ask

'Randy Weber. Randy, would you:raise your hand? .

Ee’e.the Associate Administrator of the Farm
Services Agency in Waehingtqn, fo'if we can help
you.

MR. CLARK: We have one more hand in the
back. |

MR. T.C. MONROE: Yes, I’m T.C. Monroe
from southeast Oklahoma. I’m actually speaking on
behalf of my wife, I guess. :She -- there was an
ad .in the paper on this inventory property with
FMHA. She put in an apélication for.it. She was
immediately turned down because she had too much
experience or because'of-this,'thaﬁ and the other.

After two or three appeals, she got qualified to

“buy it.
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Well iﬁ the-meéntimé, when‘the? ran this ad,
they had the ‘price of the property, the lnterest
rate, the~number of‘years. Well, after a year and
a half of appeals where she got quallfled for this
property,‘she got turned down, .she got approved
for the loan;affer‘a‘year and a half éo.there was
no mohey. What happened to the money?k'lf the
money was there when tﬁis property was advertised,
why shouidn’t it have been there until the |
property wﬁs.sold?'

I undeiétahd that théy got rid of.county
boards to some extent, which I think is a good
thing; the county board in those offices has too
.much‘control. They‘re sitting there on eéual
terms ‘as you are, ‘but yet they can control who
.gets a loan and who don’ ‘. I thlnk that puts the

'individual‘to a disadvaqtége.' That’s all I have
to Say. ‘Thank you.
 ﬂgR{JCLARK:{,Ehank.you. Time foilonel

- more. I see 'a hand back there.

FROM THE FLOOR: Again, I would like to

.fhank the ?anel'and everybody.  I hope when I go
~back to Okmulgee office to put in for another
loan, it won‘t be‘throwéd in the trash after this

meeting. This man filled it out -- his group and
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I know it was involved for you (siq). So
hopefully(‘after this meeting it will be better.:
Thank yéu. '
MR. CLARK: Thank you. That’s what
we’re.all abéut.' With-that -- one more?
. MS. MARTEA LONG: I noticed another
problem that we had is thaﬁ native Americans have

no land grant college in Oklahoma. And you take.

- Langston University, for example,uthatihas the

minority outreach program. Is that what we call

this, project outreach? There really is ﬁothing‘

that concentrates on native Americans. And yet I

realize that you do them through the colleges, but

what do native Americéns do? Because I know thisV

is sponsored through FSA and NRCS.

FROM THE FLOOR: Now, I’m native

‘American, and they gave me all kinds of help at

| Langston.

“MS. MARTHA LONG: Right. . But I would

like to see more concentration, since we don’t

have a land grant college in Oklahoma, if there’s

~ a possibility of -- I know that they do help

native Americans. Well, they have been over to
he Sac and Fox..'Eowever, we don’t have that

access, you might say, and I would like to see

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
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'Thank you.

- very sensitive .about native Americans. However,

more. Isithere a possibility of getting a

minority outreach person down there to work with

the tribes?
MR. PEARLIE REED: The answer is yes,
and we will follow up with you.

 MS. MARTHA LONG: I‘appreciaﬁe‘it.

'MR. CLARK: Go right ahead, sir.

MR, O0.C. SIMPSON: Thank you. I’'m O.C.

' Simpson, and I’'m in charge of Research and

Corporate Extension Program at Langston .

University. And I just want to say that we are
I‘'m not involved with the outreach program, but
just to show you our commitment to native
Americans in the Cherokee Nation area in
Tahlequah, we have an office there that’s set up

purely to service primarily the Cherokee Nation

;but-that,prOgram‘is foreyouth;,

~ But I offer this challenge'téday that if

‘someone that’s in the Cherokee Nation aréa that

can locate for us a qualified person who is

willing to work in extension and work primarily

with the Cherokee and‘other tribes, then by

‘George,‘we’ll emplby them and locate them in our
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office in Tahlequah. Thank you.
MR. CLARK: Thank you. Any other

comments?

MR. WILLIS ROBEDEAUX: Ronnie, one quick

comment. By'thevway, I'm Willis Robedeaux. I put

in for a loan at the Stillwater National Bank. I

got my feed and everything through the BIA, I got

it in my possession, I took it to Stillwater Bank.

And there’s a deal that’s supposed -- the banks

are supposed to work with you on a loan. And I

worked with this lady through the BIA. She got so
. tired of wbrking‘with them after two years, we

"just gave it up.

So that’s what we put‘up with, you know. ' The
program, it says that it‘’s there and she was

Willing to work with me, yet through the BIA and

everything, it was all turned down. She got tired

of messing with me. But I think somebody ought to

see . .somebody up there in Washington about the BIA,

tOO .

MR.' CLARK: Thank you, Willis. With
that,vlet’s.wﬁap this up.
Tt’s been a very informative session. And we
‘do appreciate your time and we doxappreciate you

coming and being with us today and sharing your

FRANK L. PETERSON REPORTING SERVICE
(918) 745-0303



10

11

12

13
14
15
16

17

19
20

21

22

23

24

25

USDA LISTENING FORUM 1-10-97

106 «

Canerns.‘AWith that, I would like to turn it back

to Deputy Rominger to make some final comments.“

MR. SAM COMBS: Could I ask some

questions before we dismiss? Are transcripts of

‘this meeting gding to be available?

MR. CLARK: Yes.

MR. ROMINGER: I want to thank all of

you for coming here today. Secfetary Glickman is

serious about resolving problems at U.S.D.A. with
our progrgms'with how éur customers are treated.‘
This action team thaf he has4appointed has a big
job, as you can see. They are'hearing a lot of

things from you and,otheis around. the country.

‘I want to thank the members of the action

team here who are spending a lot of time, and will

be for at least the next month, in listening to
~your concerns and then coming up with some

-recommendations to the secretary on how we can

improve the situation at U;S.D.A.1both'for you,

our customers and for the employees in U.S.D.A.

lSo_again,~thank you all for coming, thank you
for hostiﬁg'ﬁs here today. Ahd we’re going to be
wofking on these issues. Thank you.

(Whereﬁpon, the proceeding was concluded.)
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Page 2 Page 4
1 « MR. CLARK: Geod afternoon. I'm Ron 1 I'm the Director of Executive Services for the
2 Clark, state conservaticntst with National 2 Office of Chief Financial Officers.
3 - Resource Conservation Service, headquartered in 13 MR. PEARLIE REED: We also have four of
4 Stillwater. I'm also acting as Chairman of the | 4  ourexecutive staff with us, Kathy Gugulis, who is
5 oklahoma USOA Food and hgriculture Council this ‘45 the chief of staff of this operation; Sonya Neal,
[ year. I would like to welcome everyone to Tulsa. 6 who is on the Staff; .Terry G‘OIIZEIGS, who is on the
] 2his is the Oklahoma Civil Rights Customer 7 staff; and Rebecca Delatori (phonetic), who is on -
8 Listening Session. 8 the staff. So without further ado, I would like
s We would like to thank you for takihg the 9 to askall of you to help me welcome the Honorable
10 time to be here with ws today to voice your 10 Richard Rominger, Deputy Secretary of Agriculture.
11 concerns and alr any comments that you might have 11 MR. ROMINGER: Thank you, Pearlie, and
12 to the Deputy Secretary of Agriculture, Richard 12 thanks to all of you for coming here today. I
13 Rominger, and the Secretary Civil Rights Action 13 would like to introduce another one of the members
14 Team. Just as you are aere today committed to |14 of the subcabinet of the U.S. Department of
15 letting us know what changes need to happen, I'm 15 Agriculture. That's Jill Long Thompson who heads
16 pleased to see the commitment from the secretery, 16 our rural developmcnt mission area, Thanks for
17 the deputy secretary apd the civil rights action 17 being here, Jill,
18 team to make these changes a reality. 18 - Today at USDA, civil rights compliance has
19 We have several panel members here today to 19 really shifted into overdrive because there's
20 initiate a dialogue with you and the folks that 20  nothing more important than assuring that we treat
21 you represent. I would like teo introduce my 21 all pCOp].C with dignity and with civility, We
22 counterparts with USDA here in the state. Terry 22 want to see the department dedicated to creating
23 Peach, he’s the Executive Dizector for the Fam 23 an environment in which every customer who comes
24 Services Agency in Oklzhoma; and also Charles 24 to a U.S.D.A. office is treated fairly and
25 Ralnbolt, Executive Director for Rural Development 25  effectively and efficiently. And we also want to
~ Page3 Page 5
1 in Oklahoma. Are there other members of the Food 1 insure that we provide the same sort of treatment
2 and Agriculture Council here that we need to 2 to our own employees in the department.
3 recognize? Yes, sir. Hi, Rick. Thanks for being 3 So with the new year, we intend to focus on
4  here. 4 how all of USDA manages our civil rights issues.
5 MR. CLARK: Next, I would like to 5 So toward accomplishing this goal, as you know,
6 introduce Pearlie Reed, the civil rights action 6  Secretary Glickman has established this Civil
7 team leader. . 7. Rights Action Task Force. And the team consists
8 MR REED: Good afternoon. The first 8 - of representatives of each of the mission areas at
9 thing T would like to do is to ask the action team 9 USDA.
10 members to make self-introduction, excuse me 10 And this team will take a close look at
11 self-introductions. So can we start with you, 11 how thmos are workmo at all organizational
12 Randy? 12 levels and recommend ways to solve these problems.
13 MR. WEBER: My name is Randy Weber. I m 13 During January this team is holding a total of 13
14 the Associate Administrator for the Farm Service 14 listening sessions around the country. And these
15 Agency. 15 forums are on the delivery of U.S.D.A. programs.
16 MR. PEER: Good afternoon. I'm Wilbur 16  Andall of the farm program agencies, including
17 Peer, Associate Administrator of Rural Business 17 extension, at headquarters, state and county
18 Services in the rural development commission area. 18 levels, are going to be involved in this
19 MS. MESSMORE: My name is Karen 19 . discussion. _
20  Messmore. And I'm with the Food, Safety and 20 So these forums will serve as a national
21 Inspection Service, Human Resources in Washingtdn, 21 dialogue on U.S.D.A. service to minority -
22 DC 22 communities and will provide an opportunity for
23 MR BOTTUM: I'm John Bottum. I'm wﬂh 23 minority and socially disadvantaged farmers to
24 the Research and Extension mission area. 24 - discuss their concerns about U.S.D.A. program
25 MR BARBER: My name is Jerry Barber. 25 delivery. We'll also seek to identify new ways
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1 that we can build partnerships and improve the 1 For those of you who do not get a chance to speak,
2 department's outreach and service. Three of these 2 ' and hopefully, everyone that wishes to will, or
3 listening sessions will be devoted to listening to 3 would prefer to provide written comments, we have
4 the concerns of our own U.S.D.A. employees because 4  comment forms available and they are over here, if
5 we know we have problems within U.S.D.A. as well. 5  you would like to use those.
6 So this civil rights action team is charged 6 Written comments can be deposited in the box
7 with preparing a report for the secretary, 7 over here to my right and they will then, in turn,
8 including recommendations, and to do that no later 8  be mailed to the action team. This is a meeting
9  than about mid February. So we're on a very fast 9  to listen to you. We won't be able to respond or’
10 . track here. And we're going to hold our senior 10 discuss any questions or comments at this session.
11 staff personally responsible for cooperating fully 11 We do have some ladies here that have agreed
12 in this entire effort. 12 tosign. Is there anyone here that needs that
13 So the bottom line is that we have a real 13 service? If not, well, we can dispense with that.
14 opportunity to make some positive changes in the 14 Thank you, very much.
15 area of civil rights enforcement. I think we can 15 We will now begin the secretary’s listening
16  insure that U.S.D.A. is a diverse civil department 16  forum. When registering, you were asked if you
17 to its employees and to all of vou, its customers. 17 wanted to speak, and you were asked to indicate
18 So the secretary and I are devoted to solving this 18 that on the sign up sheet. I'll use that list to
19 department's civil rights problems and we're 19 determine the order of those making comments. If -
20 committed to bring about the changes that are 20 we get to everyone on the list and have time left,
21 necessary. So thank you for being here. 21 ° others in the audience then would be given an
22 MR. CLARK: At this time I understand 22 opportunity to speak.
23 that we do have several native American tribes 23 ~ I'would ask each of you that wants to make
24 that have representatives in the audience. At - 24 comments to come to the microphone or if you can't
25 this time I would like to offer them the 25  come to the microphone, that would be the
' ' Page 7 ‘ Page 9
1 opporttmlty to introduce themselves and letus 1 preferred option, if you can't come to the
2 know who you are. Y 2 microphone, then we will bring the mike to you. -
3 (Introduction from the floor of tribal 3 But we would ask you to give us your name, where
4 representatives participating.) | 4 youare from and if you represent a group, an
5 " MR CLARK: Thank you, very much. 1 5  organization, tribe or if you're speaking as an
6 know that there is some reported snow around the 6 individual. Let's begin. The first name on the
7 state. I was in Tulsa last night so I didn't face 7 list is James Thompson from Miami, Oklahoma.
8  those bad roads coming in, but it is good to see 8 SPEAKER 1 - JAMES THOMPSON: I'wasn't
9 such a good turnout. This is a listening session 9 quite sure about what you were going to talk about
10 being held so that this panel and the action team 10 here today because this is about me personally,
11 can hear your comments and concerns. We'd like to 11 what happened to me. And now, in my office, FMHA
12 go over a few things that will help us stay on 12 foreclosed on me, but when they sent out them debt
13 track and allow as many people as p0551ble to have 13 servicing packets, I chose not to fill mine out
14 their chance to speak. 14 because I knew I was done so I didn't fight it,
15 I would like to ask those speaking to keep 15 So 1 got to reading in that 1962-1 about debt
16 their comments to a2 maximum of five minutes, We 16  settlement. So I went back down to the county
17 have a timer over here, and that timer will help 17 office, that was then run by Jackson
18 us keep track of how much time is being spent by 18  Hollingsworth, and asked him about debt
19 each speaker. At about four minutes, what we will 19 settlement. He said no, absolutﬁly not. Sol,
20 dois hold up a sign and I will give you a sign 20 went on home.
21 that you have one minute left. 21 MR. ROMINGER: What year was this?
22 I would also like to inform you that we are 22 SPEAKER 1 - JAMES THOMPSON: '92,1
23 recording comments at this meeting. A transcript 23 guessitwas. Andin'94,Igot~wehada-1
24 of the meeting will be provided to the Secretary 24 got hold of the US.D.A. regulations. And I got
25 of Agriculture and the Civil nghts Action Team. 25  toreading in there. And I found out that he was
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1 supposed to assist me in making application to the 1 up an appeals agency to resolve certain disputes
! 2 state director, which he did not do, he just 2 that from time to time come up. And that appeals
3 turned me down flat.. 3 agency has worked very well out here. Over the
4 And then in '94, in the fall of '94,Igota 4 last year, however, we've had a lot of problems in
5 letter from Secretary Espey, wanting to know if 5 Oklahoma. A lot of these problems involve
6  there had been anything wrong with my -~ the way 6  minorities and other groups where we are denied
7  they done me. And I told them I didn't believe 7 loan servicing or loans or other problems that
8 there would be anything in the file because he E: come out and it washes out in financial problems.
19  wouldn't write down anything, he just -- And then 9  And we appeal those decisions, we take them to the
10 Iexplained to him in there, in the letter, about 10 local agencies to be resolved. And when we win
11 the debt settlement and everything and that had 11 those decisions, they're sent to Washington.
12+ been two and a half years ago. 12 That's where I've had the problems. We've
13 And in the meantime, of course, they 13 gone up there and U.S.D.A. and the NAD people in
14 foreclosed, took the equipment and sold it. And 14  Washington have overturned most of the decisions
15 I--in the meantime, I talked to the banker along 15 that have been ruled in our favor in the last
16 this time and I could have got the money to pay 16  vear. A lot of these are applications for loans
17 him out at appraised value which I ought to have. - 17 for minorities, applications not to foreclose on
18 And they wound up, when they sold it down here, 18 people's farms, even simple things like
19 they turned about $4,000. And I offered them 19 applications for release of proceeds. And right
20 $50,400 to settle it. And I'm still waiting for 20  now I'm afraid that we can't win any appeals that
21 them, ' 121 - go to Washington. And I think that'sareal
22 They claim now that they sent me a letter, 22 problemandl would tike for you to look into it,
23 finally sent me a letter from the U.S. Attorney 23 if youcan.
24 down here'and said they had debt against me and in 24 MR. ROMINGER: Thank you
25 the meantime on that there, they took money. I. 25 MR. CLARK: Thank you. Next speaker is
Page 11 Page 13
1 had a supervised checking account; they took that. 1 Jack Thompson.
2 And the IRS took money from me for my fuel tax 2 SPEAKER 3 - JACK THOMPSON: I'm a farmer
3 returns for two years. They sold part of my 3 from Ottawa County, Miami Oklahoma. And I'm not
4 equipment to my dad at appraised value but they 4 here on behalf of myself, I'm here on behalf of
5 wnever applied it to the debt. ' S some regulations that have been not fulfilled in
6 I didn't figure it would do aziy good to write 6  our county. In 1992, there was packets sent out;
7 Secretary Glickman since it didn't do any good to 7  we had 60 days to respond or you lost all your
8  write Secretary Espey. And since this came up 8  rights. Well, there was farmers up there that did
9  down here, I figured raaybe I could maybe get some 9 respond in the 60 days. According to law set
10 kind of result from this. 10 forth by Congress, you people had 90 days to
11 ‘MR ROMINGER: Okay. Well, thank you 11 respond to them. Well, guess what? Four years
12 for bringing that to our attention. 12 ninety days later, they have decided to start debt
13 MR CLARK: Thank you, James. Joey 13 servicing,
14 Schmidt? We would also ask folks to speak 14 Well, when they had done this debt servicing,
15 directly into the mike so we can hear a little 15 if they had done it in 1992 when land values were
16 - more clearly. 16  at areasonable rate, these farmers would have
17 SPEAKER 2 - JOEY SCHMIDT: Hi. I'm Joey 17 cash flowed. Now today they cannot cash flow
18 Schmidt. I'm an attorney in Norman, Oklahoma and 18 ‘because due to the increase in the price of land
19 I represent farmers throughout this state. I've 19 in our area. Land has gone up 40 to S0 percent
20  represented over 600 farmers in foreclosures in 20 due to the people wanting to move to the country.
21 this state in the last decade. Generally, I have 21 No longer do we look at land at productivity, we
22 apretty good working relationship with U.S.D.A. 22 look at land at what the intrinsic value of it is
23 and primarily, we work out most disputes that come 23 for the expansion of homes and whatever they want
24 out throughout this state. 24 to do with it. I think that if the U.S.D.A. wants
25 Over the last seveial years, U.S.D.A. has set 25 to do something to help these farmers, they should

Frank L. Peterson Reporting (918) 745-0303

Page 10 - Page 13




Tulsa, Oklahoma 1-10-97 Multi-Page ™ USDA Listening Forum
Page 14 Page 16 |
1 go back to under the old law of 1992 and under the 1 For the last three years, with the help of
2 old appraisals so these farmers can at least 2 Joey Schmidt and other professors, we have
. 3 halfway have a decent chance to cash flow and to 3 developed a curriculum to train students to be
4  save their farms. 4 sensitive to these issucs. We felt particularly
5 It seems to me, that there has been a 5 qualified because we house at Fayetteville the
6 conspiracy among U.S.D.A. to put the farmers off 6  National Center for Ag Law Research and
7 the land. And another thing, the farmers that go 7 Information. We house the Executive Director for
8  through bankruptey, and last year under the 8  the American Ag Law Association. And we have the
9  Bankruptcy Law Code it says that you cannot 9  only LLM. or advanced law degree program in
10 discriminate because if you file bankruptcy. 10 America in agricultural law.
11 In 1996 the Congress wrote a law that said 11 What we did not have, until this program, was
12 due to you filing bankruptcy or if you took a 12 a program devoted specifically and solely to
13 write-down from U.S.D.A. or to save your farm, 13 advocacy for these people. This program still
14 now, you no longer can gualify for any programs 14 exists. Butitisin its third year and the
15 offered by US.D.A. Now, if you talk about 15 Congressional budget cuts that have been made by
16  blatant discrimination, you're talking about one 16  the Republican Congress have eliminated the
17 law overriding the other law. So I think the 17 assistance we were réceiving from other legal aid
18 people in the U.S.D.A. and the Congress need to 18 attorneys who were trying to represent these
19 get their act together and try to figure out if 19 people. And it has meant that there is no longer
20 we're out here to save the family farm or are we - 20 a funding source at DOE or LSC for this program.
21 going to put them all out of business. And I 21 ‘We are hopeful that we may find other funding’
22 thank you for coming and I thank you for letting - 22 sources.
23 me have the time to speak. 23 For the moment we still represent farmers,
24 MR. CLARK: Thank you, Mr. Thompson. 24 and not merely in Arkansas but we have also
25  Tim Tarvin, 25  represented farmers in Oklahoma. And as we speak,
’ Page 15 ' Page 17
1 SPEAKER 4 - TIM TARVIN: “Thank you. Let 1 I have applications on my desk from farmers in
2 me join Mr. Thompson in congratulating and 2 . Florida, from Missouri, from Texas. Thereisa -
3 commending this body for organizing both this 3 need for this help and there are commonalities to
4 megting and those that will take place across this 14  these problems across the country.
5 nation this month, for emphasizing this particular 5 One of our struggles now is to determine how
6  topic. 6  toexport the legal services that these people
7 Gentlemen, I'm especially apprecmnve that "7 need. There may be others that are doing this,
8  you came this close to me so that I could be here 8  gentlemen, but I am not aware of them. Itis
9 today. Iam Tim Tarvin. I'm a professor with the 9  important to me, but not for reasons that I will
10 University of Arkansas School of Law in 10 provide to you statistically which you may already
11 Fayetteville. I have practiced law for over 20 11 know. It isimportant to me in part because of
12 . years, 15 of that as a trial judge. The last four 12 what I discovered in thc practice of law in the
13 years of my life ] have spent in a full-time 13 Delta where I grew up.
14 professorship there in the clinical program. 14 I cannot divulge to you names because that i
15 The responsibilities that I have currently 15 confidential and privileged information. Butl
16 are for the Federal Practice Clinic. Itisa 16  will tell you that before the law changed, I did a
17 clinic conceived and designed four years ago with 17 million dollar write down. The farmer happened to
18 the idea that there are family farmers and 18  be white. And that's okay. I went by the book
19 individuals out across America who need help and 19 and it was a good deal and that's fine. -
20 are not getting it, that are unrepresented or who 20 But I also chose to accept representation for
21 are unrepresented. We packaged that idea in 21 an elderly black farmer who was functionally
22 grants to the Department of Education and the 22 illiterate who drew a disability check, And I
23 Legal Services Corporation and won two national 23 went in with my skills as best I could to cut a
24 grant competitions to fund what the law school 24 deal in that case. And the only thing he asked me
25  could not fund. 25  to do was to keep his home because he needed a
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1 place to live. He stood to lose his land, his 1 to where my suit was never filed.
’ 2 equipment, his crops and everything that he had 2 Then in 1970, I tried to get -- it's
3 worked all his life for. 3 difficult to talk about this -- I had 75 cows to
4 The appraisal on that home, such that it was, 4 starve to death. The Farm Loan said I was
5 and I doubt if anybody in this room lives in 5  ineligible because I had this lawsuit witha
6  anything quite like where he was living, was 6 county agent. Idid not have a lawsuit with a
7 $12,000 and he couldn’t do it. And I said we need 7 = ‘county agent. I attempted to sue him for plowing
8 to negotiate, work with me, do not -- I cannot do 8  up mycrops. They continue to hold this against
9  this. They ran the software. I said that's fine, 9  me up until today. .
10 that's fine that you run the software and that we 10 I have hundreds of places that I can show you
11 have rules and we have the regulations. But I 11 where they have violated the law. And the appeals
12 said, "Gentlemen, I can't cut that deal, I can't 12 system, we attempted under the new law, appeals
13 cut that deal and I'm not going to cut that deal.” 13 law that says I'm entitled to equitable relief,
14 Now, I've seen the potential that you have 14 the hearing officer barred me from talking about
15 and the discretion that ‘you have to act and I want 15 it. That's a violation of our rights. I went to
16 you to do this. But I did not prevail. Butl 16 put the land in a CRP. The county FHA guy told
17 decided at his age that | thought if my health 17 the ASE man that my land was in appeal and that .
18 held up, I could litigate that question until he 18 all the appeals would be turned down and they were
19 passed away if I had to and that's what we set 19 going to foreclose so the county ASE man said that
20  about doing. 20  the land was in foreclosure which it was not.
21 That is not a pleasant story for me to tell 21 That was 10 years ago.
22 you but it should be informative to you that there 422 The Office of General Council wrote the
23 are situations in which common sense needs to 23 county man and said don't approve it, delay as
24 prevail, And in the commercial setting, people on 24 long as possible, that it is in immediate danger
25 both sides know the difference in what it means to 25 of losing possession. That was 10 years ago. If
Page 19 ' Page 21
1 settle and what they stand to lose. And there 1 you don't think this is a violation of civil
2 needs to be that sense in the bureaucratic 2 rights, [ appreciate hearing from all you people,
3 setting. ’ 3 but the appeals the farmers have made on the new
4 Gentlemen, I appreciate it. For those who 4  appeal system, 95 percent have been turned down.
5 are interested in our brochure, I have them. 5 There's something rotten. You've got the fox
6  Thank you again for coming and for listening, 6  watching the henhouse while the skunks are killing
7 MR. CLARK: Thank you. Dick Fowler? 7 the chickens. ’
8 ' SPEAKER 5 - DICK FOWLER: It's an honor 8 MR. CLARK: Thank yoiz, Mr. Fowler. The
9  for me to speak with such heavyweights, My story -9 next speaker is Vernon Hunter.
10 is known by maybe several people. It goes back 37 10 SPEAKER 6 - VERNON HUNTER: Thank you
11 years of wrongdoing by the US.D.A. I'm 75 years 11 for coming, your staff to listen to our concerns.
12 old. And to borrow a Nixon expression, "You won't 12 My name is Vernon Hunter. I'm the Acting Chairman
13 have long to kick the farmer around much more." 13 of the Caddo Tribe, in the southwestern part of
14 They have been lied to about the law, they have 14 the state. There are probably about 24 tribes in
15 lied about my character. 15  that area; predominantly in our area there are
16 Not until two years ago did I discover a 16  seven tribes. _
17 county agent took a farm away from me in 1960 and 17 I received a notice that this meeting was
18 put it in a store bank. In order for him to get 18  going to happen the sixth. I see it was mailed
19 possession, he hired a farmer to plow up my crops 19 .out on the third and the meeting was going to be
20 trying to force me off the land. I was forced to 20 on the tenth. So there should have been more
21  go to the Supreme Court and won legal possession. 21  people involved from our tribes in this area here.-
22 The US.D.A. still gave his 13-year-old son an 22 So there was a delay in notifying people or we
23 illegal soil bank contract. I attempted to sue 23 would have had more people here to talk to you.
24 the county agent but the district judge threatened 24 First of all, I would like to ask permission
25 my lawyer, the county agent threatened my lawyer 25  from the elders here to speak, from the tribal
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!'1  members and also nontribal members. This is the 1 this way, I didn't see too many farms and so
"2 waywe usually do it; we ask for permission to - 2 forth. I seen a lot of trees and everything but
.3 speak. Thank you ‘ 3 where we're at in our area there's a heck of a lot
;4 _ In our area, the Anadarko and Binger 4  of farming going on. I think Caddo County leads
5 (phonetic) area, there is no rural deﬁelopment 5 the area in peanut production and so forth. So we
6  guaranteed housing loan listings at the banks 6  would like you to look at that,
7 there. There's about 192 banks that are listed 7 So agam, I appreciate your time for coming
8 and in our area there's seven tribes and we wanted 8 this far. And also my EPA person, we talked about
9  to know why there's no -- the banks in our area 9  EPA products that we're going to run into. Thank
10 are not listed on the list. I would like to know, 10 you. :
{11 in our local satellite farm centers here, they are -- 11 MR CLARK: Thank you, Mr. Hunter. I
12 they seem receptive to Indian community concerns 12 also ~- did you have another comment?
13 and so forth but way out in the satellite areas, 13 I might just mention here that if you do have
14 there seems to be no interplay between the tribe 14 comments, we appreciate everyone staying within
15 person and the local farm soil conservation 15 the five-minute limit, but if you do have comments
16 people. 16  after that, then we do have staff available that
17 Each government agency is required to have an 17 will record those comments and make sure that they
18 Indian liaison. We would like to know a list of 18  do get to the Civil Rights Action Team, Sol
19 those persons' addresses and phone numbers in our 19 guess we would just step to the side or step out
20 area. . 120 in the hall and we can record those. Terry, would
21 Conservation practice in our area is 21 you just stand up? And she can record those
22 unacceptable from an environmental and 22 comments for us. The next speaker is Rebecca
23 conservation perspective. We have an EPA person 23 Davidson. :
24 that I just hired that’s going to be looking at 24 SPEAXER 7 - REBECCA DAVIDSON: My name
25 the land, the air, and the water. Fencing is not 25 is Rebecca Davidson, I'm currently working for
. Page 23 ‘ Page 25
1. adequate to maintain the leases that we have. You 11 the Caddo Tribe as their Environmental Education
2 can almost look and see where a native American 2 Director. Both my family and my husband's family
3 tribe's land is by looking at the fencing and so 3 have been in Oklahoma for a long time, My
4 forth which is not kept up like it should be. 4 husband's family homesteaded here before the turn
5 Alternate farming practice should be 5  of the century and my grandmother was born on a
6 investigated in our community. We would like to 6  reservation so we have been here for a long time.
7 see experimental work done in areas such as public 7 And in our family of six kids, five of them
8  education and other endeavors. We would like to 8  are farmers and we can just about see each other's
9  find out more how other tribes are working in our 9  house from grandma's house. So most of the
10 area through some of their farming problems that 10 farms -~ we have been through the process where
11 they have. Particularly, we're interested in 11 our land was condemned and taken from us so that
12 cow-calf operation, tree (phonetic) farming, et 12 we could have a state park. [ also know the
13 cetera, 13 Indian issues of condemning their land so that we
14 We need marketing expertise that will allow 14 can have electrical power. '
15 usto use variable alternatives for our products 15 I'mvery concerned at this point with the
16  that are involved. In our part of the state we 16  conservation and ecological practices that are
17 raise cotton, peanuts and so forth. There seems 17 practiced by the leascholders on Indian lands. I
18 to be 2 lot of farming in that area and what we 18 know for a fact that those principles are not
19 would like -- you said you had 13 areas that they 19 proper conservation measures. I don't know if
20 were going to go to. We came a long way to come 20 it's a problem of education or money.
21 to this meeting here. And we would like to have 21 The Caddo Tribe alone, if they're having
22 somebody come to our area on our side, on the west 22 problems, our farmers are having problems, we, as
23 side because of all the farming that is done 23 atribe, don't have that financial backing. And
24  there. 24  often we don't know the proper procedures to go
25 Because as I drove from Oklahoma City back 25  through to get -- to access either US.D.A. money
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1 or those educational services. We're interested 1 follow up on what Rebecca said about Equip, I sat
2 in obtaining that assistance. And we would also 2 at the telecommunications conference for the last
3 like to be able to verify statistically the 3 two days. And I heard that on that
4 lending practices of our local banks. 4 telecommunications that NRCS put on on the 1996 .
5 Obviously verbal reports that come to us are 5  farm bill the tribes being reemphasized over and
6  negative so we hear the negative side, but if we 6 - over again. ButyetIhave sat with these ~
7 could have access to that statistical information, 7  gentlemen and I said, "Find me a loophéle, I want .
8  we would be very interésted in seeing that, We - 8 in the Equip program.” And that's my concern.
9  would be interested in seeing how the BIA pets 9 Why is it T have to put the local county
10 their money from U.S.D.A. and how that money is 10 district people on the hot seat? Why do they have
11 'spent. We also would like to know those practices 11 to find a loophole for me to get into the Equip
12 where we can access that money sometimes. 12 program for these allotted lands? It shouldn't
13 We feel like it stops at the BIA when it gets. - 13 have to be that way. If you're reemphasizing that
14 there. It could be just like this, the ‘ 14 you're going to assist tribes, then I shouldn't
15 communication system is slow or too fast. I'm not 15 need lawyer's jargon, I shouldn't have to have
16 sure which one this wag, how it went. But my boss 16  them look in their books and find a place for me.
17 said, "We're going Friday" and I said, "Okay". 17 1 have had difficulty when trying to create
18 Often people that farm independently don't 18 Sac and Fox producers. - We acknowledge that we
19 realize maybe some of the problems that those 19 need to be more actively involved with FSA, RD,
20  Indian landholders go tarough and how their land 20  NRCS. And yet I keep runming into walls. Nobody -
18 held in a trust situation with the BIA. At 21 I guess the major problem is that U.S.D.A. is not
22 this current time it's my understanding from my 22 educated about us. I approached one of the county.
23 local natural resource man that unless we are at a 23 officials and he said -~ well, he said, "We're
24 lease time, it would be -- we would be unable to 24 told that we need to reach out to the minorities,
25 participate in programs such as Equip. Should it 25 but frankly, I don't know who my contact is."
Page 27 ’ Page 29
1 ever get off and going, when the application time 1 And I said, "Well, you're looking at her."
2 comes available, if we're not out of our lease 2 That's a problem. They don't know anything about
3 situation, then cannot participate. 3 us. They don't understand what it is to be
4 - At this current time, actually it was on the 4  endowed with tribal responsibility to protect
.5, trip up here and some conversation for this 5  these allotted lands, to protect the landowner's
6  meeting, I'm getting conflicting answers so I 6  interest. And that's an issue that needs to be
7 really do need some upfront answers of how we can -~ 7 addressed. ' ‘
8 and maybe go about those leases and do some things 8 However, I am thankful that we've had Ed
9 like that, Then, of course, if we ever are able 9 Kephart and Bluford Miller. They came down the
10 to, we have very small farms as Caddo farmers. 10 other day because we got this liftle message in
11 We're not running 100,000 head, we're talking 11 the mail saying we needed a strategic plan from
12 about five head. Mayhe we just have 80 acres. We 12 RD. well, they wanted our needs. AndI'm
13 would like to know some marketing, we need expert 13 thinking, "I've got a thousand needs; which ones
14 marketing expertise, maybe some co-op plans. I 14 do you want? And they came down, they assisted
15 know that not everybody's a big ranching 15 us, and I'm glad that you did finally come up with
16  operation, farming operation and we could use that 16  a native American liaison officer, Bluford Miller.
17 help. Thank you. 17 That's going to simplify the process that when I
18 MR. CLARK: Thank you very much, Martha 18  have a problem, at least I have someone I know who
19 Long? : o 19 togoto, Because I continually knock at doors at
20 SPEAKER 8 - MARTHA LONG: My name is 20 thelocal, at the state level and I can't get a
2]  Martha Long and I'm with the Sac and Fox Tribe. 21 response. AndI need responses. And I need
22 And part of our problem is that, to my 22 assistance, ' .
23 understanding, we've never had any U.S.D.A. money 23 I want to be in the Equip program. I want to
24 spent on our allotted lands. How long we've had 24 put these allotted lands in the Equip program.
25  these allotted lands everybody knows. I think to 25  And I hope that's going to happen. But much like
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i1 Rebecca said, these leasing dilemmas that we're 1 300,000. I've never missed a payment in 10 years.
2 . in, we have to face those issues. But I don't 2 . He never made a payment in 10 years. Never made a
. 3. want to put our local county agents on the hot 3 payment in 10 years.
. 4 seat. AndIshouldn't haveto. Ilike these 4 On top of that, a lot of years he would get a
5 fellows and I want to work with them. I do not 5  million dollars on some type of disaster. We're
6  want to create any animosity. Thank you. . 6  mot talking about -- we're just talking about FHA,
7 MR. CLARK: Thank you. 7  we're not tatking about Federal Land Bank, what he
8 MR. PEARLIE REED: Mr. Secretary, I 8  beat them out of. But let's go on. This appeal
9 would like to ask Lloyd Wright to follow up with 9 system, people, it's a joke, it's a joke. Do you
10 Ms. Long at the break or immediately after. 10 think their people are going to go against their
11 Lloyd, would you stand up so she can recognize 11 own? That's like asking a doctor or a lawyer to
12 you? Lloyd is the person that's in charge of 12 go against another one. They're not about to.
13 writing all those rules. 13 I've been through so many appeals systems,
14 MR CLARK: Next speaker is Frank Jones. 14 it's a-- you wouldn't believe it. But never
15 SPEAKER 9 - FRANK JONES: Well, I'm just 15 again will I ever go through one. Election, we
16  a poor white farmer that FHA foreclosed on me in a 16  had an election just before Christmas down bome.
17 situation that should have never happened. That's 17 You talk about a joke. They didn't get some of
18 why these systems that you guys, the last three, 18 their own people back in on the election so, if
19 when you had the FHA, ASC and Soil Conservation, 19 I'm not mistaken now, Peach, what did you say, "No
20 all three of these were a joke. Now, people they 20 harm, no foul, we'll just have another election."
21 were a joke, 21 MR ROMINGER: Are you talking about the
122 . T'hope you people combine these. Idon't 22 county committee election?
23 know how you're going to do it to make it run any 23 SPEAKER 9 - FRANK JONES: Yes, yes. And
24 better because the whole situation is not letting 24 boy, someone should have went to jail. It's not
25 people -- it's a secret -- like they're a secret 25 funny, people. It's not funny when you go down
, Page 31 Page 33
1 organization. They don't want you to know what's . 1 and by -~ go down to Muskogee to the VA Hospital
2 going on. They don't want you to know what's 2 or go down by Fort Gibson, the National Cemetery
3 coming down the pike. So {hczefo:e, the few 3 and see what those boys fought for and you think
4 that's on the board or their kinfolk or friends 4  it'sajoke. We'll just have another election. '
5  get all the goodies and the rest do without. 5 I'm telling you these -- this - I don't care
6 Now, I have three minority girls and that's 6  if you do combine this FHA and ASE, it will never
7  one of the reasons I am here. They wouldn't let 7 . work until you get some qualified people in there
8  them participate in the program. When I lost my 8  or take it away from them and give it to the banks
9 . farm, ] want you to listen to this, people, I was 9 . so you will have someone that can keep track of
10 almost two years ahead on my payments, I had an 10 where the monies are going.
11 ice storm that took two of my big turkey houses 11 You're going to have to do something. I hope
12 down, my wife died of cancer and I had three major 12 this meeting accomplishes something, I really do.
13 operations all within 16, 18 months. And any one -- 13 ButI'm afraid before it gets back to Glickman, it
14 . and then we had a drought in there in the 14~ will be so watered down, he will never get the
15 meantime. Any one of those I was supposed to have 15 true story. Now people, I got a chance to go to
16  gotten help through FHA. Not a -~ the first thing 16  Washington with this boy right here. He's opened
17 I knew, they come up with a foreclosure on me. 17 many a door, many doors, whites, blacks, pinks,
18 And like I said, | was over a year, almost two 18 whatever. And how come every office we went in up
19 years ahead on my payments. 19 there they said there was monies. Why didn't you
20 I had a neighbor that's beat the Federal 20.  people come after it? Why isn't your state coming
21 government, or you people, out of your money, tax 21 after it?
22 money, out of millions. And they let him buy out 22 All right, there's only three departments
23 on the last buy out $7 million. He paid $170,000, 123 that you can -- that should be doing this, and
24 I'm sorry; 70,000, 70,000, §7 million. Me, I had - 24 that's your state, your district and your county,
25 to come up with $170,000 on a little less than 25 is that right? Aren't they the ones that are
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1 supposed to be proposing years ahead for monies? 1 secretary meeting with Charles Head (phonetic) and ‘
2 If they have got all this money up there, why not 2 Dr. Gourd (phonetic). And hopefully, the Cherokee
3 getitoutand spend it? Hell, we gave it to 3 Nation will get the opportunity to fully ‘
4 Mexico, $40 million, and you'll never get a dime 4 pamclpate
5  of that back. You'll never get a dime of it back. 5 I wear two hats, though. I m also a farmer.
6 And that's just like on this foreclosure here 6 And I have seen the abuses at the county level
7  aminute ago. That's a joke on these people. You 7  personally and for many other farmers. Mr. Peach
8  can give these farmers a flat, clear deed to 2 8  and I have gone around and around several times.
9  place and come out ahead rather than taking a farm 9  You know, I believe that the people in Cherokee
10 . away from him, because he will be out there buying 10 County, I don't know if they're just bigots or
11 whatever, I don't care if it's ferti]izer 11 ignorant or if it's just such a tight-knit group
12 carpets, cars. 12 there that they don't want minorities to
13 You found out back there a few years ago they 13 participate.
14 were taking them all off and putting -- this state 14 Cherokees, by and large, if you tell them no,
15 was taking over 3,000 a year. Look what happened 15 they will go home and they won't be back. I'm not.
16  to John Deere. Look what happened to 16  your typical Cherokee. I serve on tribal counsel.
17 International Tractors and all them. So people, 17 I'm seven parts white. But nonetheless, my
18- this whole thing could be good but I don't think 18 children are being discriminated against on the
19 you will ever make it roll. Ihad an old man tell 19 minority program. If you're going to have a
20 me one time that was retired from the ASC office. 20  program, then fund it. If you're going to have a
21 He said, "Frank, it will never change.” I said, 21 program -~ if you have the programs for minorities
22 "Well, why?" 22 and when they sign up and they hear about it, then
23 He said okay, be szid, "They don't hire 23 - it's not funded. Or it comes down the pike and -
24 qualified people to do it." And he said, "They 24  they have -- it's like pulling teeth to find out
25  teach them to lie, they teach them to do 25 ifit's there, And there's supposed to be this
: Page 35 Page 37
1 anything." He said, "They're so appreciative for 1 pot of money for minorities.
2 alittle old job, they will do it." People, 2 But, you know, in our tribe, you know, we've
3 that's sad we don't have qualified people. 3 seen the lightning and we've heard the thunder but
4 MR. CLARK: Thank you. . 4  the rain hasn't ever come. And that's for '
5 MR. ROMINGER: Thank you. I would just S individuals. And Terry, you know it's that way.
6 like to add that Secretary Glickman and I are 6  And I've talked to you about it and I've told you
7 attending these meetings. As we indicated, we've 7  aboutit. And you think that the people in the
8 got 13 of them in a little over two weeks here and 8  local office can do no wrong. And they are doing
9 so either Secretary Glickman or I are at every one 9 wrong, in my opinion, every day. And you could do
10 of those meetings. He's already done three of 10 something about it. You don't have -- you don't
11 them in the last -- in this week, earlier this 11 need these people here. You're the state :
12 week. So we are out listening and we talk to each 12 director. And it's your people that we're having
13 other after these sessions so we are getting the 13 the problems with that will not get the money out,
14 messages back to Washington. 14 will not get the information out.
15 The secretary today happens to be on the West 15 And yes, we can go to Washington, D.C. and
16 Coast with the vice president looking at thc storm 16 you know, the tribe, I mean, we represent 180,000
17 damages out there. 17 people, taxpayers every one. And we, as a tribe;
18 MR. CLARK: Next speaker is Bill John 18  are probably going to participate. But how about
19 Baker. _ 19  the individual Cherokees out there that are trying
20 SPEAKER 10 - BILL JOHN BAKER: I'm here 20 tomake a living for their family? That money is
21 representing the Chief of the Cherokee Nation, 21 not coming down, it is not being gotten out.
22 Chief Joe Bird. I spoke with him this morning and 2 If there's a government buy-down on milk,
23 he asked me to bring his greetings and salutations 23 then the producers that are related to the county
24 and tell you how appreciative he is that you have 24 committee, they know what the buy out is and they
25 come to Oklahoma and that he appreciates the 25  may be getting 10, $12 a hundred more than the
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1 Cherokee farmer out here that's just trying to 1 the largest FMHA write downs in Oklahoma have been
2 figure, you know, what can I do and be fair with 2 done in Cherokee County. We have never put one
3 the government with. Thank you. 3 acre of Indian land in the computer. Thad a
4 MR. CLARK: Thank you, Mr. Baker. Phil 4 director from the Secretary Espey, I had John
5 Givens. 5 Stinsell (phonetic), tell Terry Peach four times
i 6 SPEAKER 11 - PHIL GIVENS: well, I'm 6  toputmy Indian land in the computer. You just
07 glad to speak and I'm going to say something; I 7 now started doing it. Yes, we're in a lawsuit and
8 want everybody to listen. Iam a minority farmer 8  yes, we're going to win.
.9 from Tahleguah who is half black and half Indian 9 Pearlie Reed, I met you in Washington, D.C.
10 who has firsthand experience at racism. I am the 10 three times. Ron Clark had to file a civil rights
11 only minority farmer in this room that says he 11 complaint on you to get you to come to Indian .
112 flew to Washington, D.C. 23 times, met everybody 12 country. Ron Clark, Terry Peach, Mr. Rainbolt,
{13 sitting at that table, met the Secretary of - 13 you're real familiar with me, aren't you?
14 Agriculture, had lawyers, 21 program specialists 14 Everybody at that table. And what I'm telling you
15 come to Tahlequah, Stillwater, to meet with you 15 is gospel.
16 all. T can tell you some horror stories. 16 I'm going to tell you this, though. I met
17 We have filed 72 civil rights complaints, 17 with 100 black and Indian, Hispanic farmers Monday
18 Not one complaint has ever been answered. 18 in Washington, D.C. and you people are going to do
19 Nepotism, Terry Peach, is rampant in your office, 19 business different, you're going to listen to us
20 brother-in-law sitting on the county committees, 20  or we're going to all be in the court. Because
21 brother-in-law as a Federal Credit Act officer. 21 this is one minority farmer that knows how to
22 Now, everything I'm saying, people, is true. 22 exhaust administrative remedies. You don't file a
23 I had councilors beg to fly out of Washington, 23 civil rights complaint. If you do, you're labeled
24 D.C. with me. October 25 I sat down with the 24 a troublemaker, Well, when I file mine, I get on
25 - Secretary of Agriculture. Ninety percent of the 25 aplane and fly to Washington, D.C. to hand carry
_ Page 39 ' ' Page 41
1 farmers in Oklahoma are like me, are black and I it to the secretary. Stinsell, Bunrock
2 Indian descent. If you people knew anything, we 2 {phonetic), and everybody up in Washington, D.C.
3 started farming with the native Americans. Qur 3 knows who I am.
4 people were brought here as slaves, Chickasaws, 4 So from now on I'm going to put everybody on
5  Choctaws, Cherokees or Chickasaw-Choctaw freedmen. | 5 record sitting at this table from Washington,
6 I farm 1500 acres restricted Indian land. 1 6 D.C,, I have spent enough money flying up there 23
7  flew to Washington, D.C. 17 damn times this 7  times this year to buy a damn farm. Last vear ]
8 summer. Everybody at that table knows it. And 8 spent $6,000, boys, just to get a conservation
9 . when my Indian land finally got in the computer, 9 plan because it was on Indian land. And Ron
10 Terry Peach, Rainbolt; Pearlie Reed and Ron Clark, 10 Clark, Peach, you know that to be true. Pearlie
{11 is when a review team came to Tahlequah. I'm mad. 11 Reed, you sat down, said the first thing you said
12 I've got a Cherokee council member so upset he 12 was you would fire the man that done it. Do you
13 can't talk. Six months to get his Indian daughter 13" remember saying that? He's still there.
14 aloan. Six months is too long. 14 So what I'm saying, when I see Secretary
15 Can anybody in this room tell me why racism 15 Glickman, he promised me some things October 25.
16 is rampant? I'll tell you why. All the white 16  You all had a meeting November 21 and the 20th in
17 board members. I had to fly to Washington, D.C. 17 Tahlequah to deal with Phil Givens. This is one
18  and file a civil rights complaint to get a damn 18  minority farmer that is going to stay hooked with
19 election overturned. We're just now having 19  you and make you do right. You didn't have a
20 elections. I go in there today and turn a ballot 20 problem with my color when I went to Viet Nam, so
21 in, the ballot's done wrong, they want to throw it 21  don't have a problem with my color now. Thank
22 out. » 22 you. )
23 First thing Gale Garth (phonetic) from the 23 MR. CLARK: We'd appreciate, we're
24 state office said, "Mr. Givens, we're going to 24 ing to record this, so it would be helpful if
25  take care of that." The largest milk buy outs, 25  you would use the mike. Sam Combs.
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1 SPEAKER 12 - SAM COMBS: Thank you very 1 may remember, this isn't the first task force
2 much. Let me say that it's a pleasure to appear 2 we've had to look at this thing. You know, we had
3 before this committee. ['m here wearing two hats 3 one back in the eighties. But all that one served
4 as representing the Reap Program and the Oklahoma 4 for was a -~ the effect of it was, it was just a
5  Landowners and Tenants Association. 5 cooling off sort of thing, you know, things got
6 Let me start with the: Oklahoma Landomcrgs and 6  cooled down and we went back to business as usual.
7  Tenants Association. That is a newly formed 7 I hope that isn't the casé this time. I '
8  organization primarily. And I say "primarily", 8  think that there needs to be some real sincerity
1 9  but truthfully, minority landowners that are 9  outhere. And I think all of you who represent
10 banding together in Oklahoma to address the 10 the various agencies, you need to take a look at
11 drastic decline of minority landowners, 11 what's going on out where the rubber meets the
12 particularly native Americans in Oklahoma. And we 12 road. I'm talking about at your county level
13 know what the history of that is, not only in 13 where service is delivered, and stop accepting
14 Oklahoma but all across the United States. 14 excuses from these people who somehow some way
15 There's been an accelerated rate in the -- in 15 don't get anything done for minorities.
16 African Americans losing and leaving their land. 16 Now, it's -~ somebody, some minority, some
17 And if something isn't done, then it's going to 17  minorities out here in this community qualifies
18 be -~ it's not going to be long before we have 18 - for every program that U.S.D.A. has got available,
18 virtually no African American landowners. Most of 18 you know. But what's happening is they go around
20 these people in here aré members of the Oklahoma 20  because they're mandated to visit, you know, and
21 Landowners and Tenarts Association. You can go to 21  they record that and send it to Washington, you
22 any African American community in Oklahoma, and I 22 know, and it looks good. But all they have done
23 suppose all over the United States, and you will 23 is call the person up on the telephone and saw him
124 find the same thing occurring, 24 at the mailbox and say, "Hi", you know, and they
25 Well, the point is that something needs to be 25 record that. Well, see, that's nonsense. And
Page 43 Page 45
1 done about this, and I'm not talking about the 1 that's not going to get the job done. )
2 good old Texaco mentality, you know, where you've 2 We need some - but I've got some written
3 got all the memos in place, you know, and you have 3 comments that I'll supply to this committee. But
4 acivil rights meeting occasionally, you know, and 4 let me say one thing right quick. The Reap
5  allof that. But there needs to be something done 5 Program, Reap is just an acronym for Retired
6  outon the land. We know how to do it. US.D.A. 6  Educated Agriculture Program that was started by
7  has got the money and. we ought to get about doing 7 five black farmer 4-H teachers who got concerned
8§ it ‘ 8  about the almost total disappearance of African
9 Now, there are mariy African American 9  American youth from vocational agriculture. And I
10 organizations out here. The Oklahoma Landowners 10 remind you, as you look about U.S.D.A,, you will
11 and Tenants Association is one. You've got Prince 11 find, I think you will find that vocational
12 Alamusadi's Lodge (phonetic), you've got NAACP, 12 agriculture is a pipeline that's fed African
13 and all these various organizations all over the 13 Americans into the U.S.D.A.
14 state who have members who are landowners and who |14 We started with nothing. And we got some
15 have cousins and other relatives who are trying to 15 help from -~ some financial help from the Oklahoma
16 stay in the agriculture business. And what I'm 16  Department of Vo-Tech and the Natural Resource
17 saying to you folks is they need some help. You 17 Conservation Service. We got summer mtemshlp
18 know, we've been the last to get the news on many 18 from NRCS.
19 of these programs. And so oftentimes, by the time 19 But let me tell you something, that's about
20 we get it, the money is gone. 20  the only branch of U.S.D.A. that has given us any
21 . And so if we are sincere, if you are sincere, 21 belp. I want to tell you something, folks. If '
22 - as we meet here in Oklahoma and you meet all 22 somebody doesn't do something about the
23 across this country, then that needs to be 23 disappearance of African American youth from
24  addressed. Iremind you, and this is no deference 24  agriculture, in 10 years you're not going to have
25 to the members of this committee, but some of you |25 any to hire. There's not a black boy teacher in -
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‘1 this state. It's not better in other states that 1 the message. Soil conservation, we have one now
2 yougo to. There's one black extension agent in- 2 in Bristow, and Creek County. I believe we had -
3 this state but yet FFA membership and 4-H 3 one on the FHA board, which it helped a lot, then
. 4 membership is at an all-time high. Iliveina 4 the people would know. ' :
L5 county where we have a very active 4-H program, 5 Now, a lot of information is coming down that
6 for example. There's not a black youth in the 6 it don't get to our farmers. We have a lot of
.7  program. ’ 7  disaster programs that they didn't get anything
. 8 Now, something is wrong. So that says to me, 8 out of. We had soil bank, one person. We had
| 9 and it ought to say to all of us, that we've got 9  CRP,and I was the onliest person in Creck County
110 to do something besides put up these, you know, 10 that had CRP, $40 to retire land for 10 years, no
j11 these signs that say, "We don't discriminate.” 11 Negro with it. They don't get the message across
‘12 That's not going to get the job done, folks. 12 to our people. The monies are appropriated but
13 Somebody has got to get out there and get to work 13 where does it go?
;14 with these kids where the rubber meets the road. 14 Now, I think that if we can get the
15 And I will go on. I wish I had more time. 15 information out to them, we, when we was at .
16 But let me say this that U.S.D.A. needs to get 4 16 extension service, we had group meetings and then
17 . your message out. You're not going to reach black 17 farmers, we had a disaster program, fire burn out,
18 folks by putting something in the Daily Oklahoman. 18 people from Missouri brought hay down here. Boy,
19 What's wrong with the Oklahoma Eagle and the Black 19 we couldn't get none of that hay, Negro farmers.
20 Chronicle, and the black radio station, you see? 20  Cows want it, need it. '
21 I mean, we've got to get real. \ 21 ‘We had a disaster program for signing up.
22 If we want to get it done, we're sincere 22 They didn't get the information out to them. I
23 about it, these are the things that you would have 23 went down and signed up and got some payment. But
24 todo. And let the folks in the local community 24  the messages are not getting down to the people
25 organization help you. We will help you. There's 25 who need it. Now, some of the big boys are
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1 a lot of interest out there, people sitting in 1 getting it, you can bet that. And we've got a
2 this room that give hours and days of their time 2 pecan deal coming on. I went down there, and I
3 trying to help African American youth. Mr. 3 said, "Well, I've got some pecans." Well, so and
4 Chairman, I thank you. 4 so done signed up. The man who was carrying it,
5 MR. CLARK: Thank you, Mr. Combs. If 5 he hadn't informed the little boys down here who
|6 you have any written comments, we would certainly 6 have got the pecans. Go down there, sign on the
7 appreciate those. Next speaker is C.D. Ashley. 7 disaster program. It's not getting the
8 SPEAKER 13 - C.D. ASHLEY: Mr. Chairman, 8 information to our people.
9 I'm C.D. Ashley. I've spent 35 years as county 9 Now, we need people from our group on these
10 agent of Creek County working with Negro farmers. . 100 committees, the soil conservation, with the ACS,
11 I'm going to start with some of the problems. We 11 FHA and extension service, all, then we know that
12 had ponds to build, Bermuda grass to plant, 10 12~ you will get the information and you will be heard -
13 months to destroy it. All these programs. But 13 . because [ think that's where our problem is.
14 when it came to Negros, they were on the tail end, 14 Thank you for this time, _
15 money ran out. That's the problem. 15 MR. CLARK: Thank you, Mr. Ashley. The
16 Now, the soil cons%rvation, ACS and the FHA 16 next speaker is Lawrence Breckenridge.
17 have boards. Now, there's one deal that the 17 _ SPEAKER 14 - LAWRENCE BRECKENRIDGE: 1
18 problem could be corrected. The Negros are about, 18 am Lawrence Breckenridge, third and fourth
19 we say, 10 or 15 percent of the population. It's 19 generation from homesteaders, farmed all our
20 impossible for a Negro to run and get elected in 20 lives. But we need help. You go down to the
21 that -- with that population. 21 office to sign up for a loan, the money is gone.
22 Now, you appoint somebody. So I would 22 They send you down for a guaranteed loan, the
23 suggest that you appoint a person, a Negro on that 23 banker goes out the door. So what's going on?
24 board so that the Negros would be represented with 24 We're going into the twenty-first century
25  all the farm projects you have and they would get 25  here. Discrimination is a great poison to this
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1 country. And we need help, we need something done 1 saying is not bitter. I hope it's positive. But '
2 aboutit. So we appreciate what you people are 2 however, I would like to see my tax dollars work
3 starting to do and it sheuld have been done years 3 efficiently. And I'm going to give you some of
4 ago. . 4 the things in my own opinion I would like to see
5 1 had a government loan once before. I 5 happen. One of them, I would like to see the
6 - mneeded to upgrade my bulls. It took an act of 6  people in Washington represent the people. We're .~ .
7 Congress to get that done. They sent down a man 7  the people who elect you, we are the people who
8  from D.C. Ithink Mr. Ashley was in the pasture 8  paytaxes. We would like to see our tax dollars
9 with me when he came. And they told this man to g  work efficiently, not inefficiently.
10 get me these bulls. So 30, 340 a head on my 10 I have a blue piece of paper here from
11 cattle. But it -~ something has got to be done or 11 Okfuskee County that I received yesterday. It
12 we're going out. Thank you. 12 tells me the office is going to be closed New
13 MR. CLARK: Thark you. The next speaker 13 Year's Day. That's the way communications arrive
14 is Norman Bufford. 14 tome. It's funny to some people. It's not funny
15 SPEAKER 15 - NORMAN BUFFORD: Pass. 15  tome. I don't have an answer for you on how to
16 MR. CLARK: Pass? Jean Ann Casey? 116 improve the communication flow back to the farmers
17 SPEAKER 16 - JEAN ANN CASEY: I'm Jean 17 from the offices locally or back to Washington.
18  Ann Casey. Ilive in Hennessey, Oklahoma. And 18 Hopefully, that's why you're hired by the U.S.
19 I'm basically representing myself. But I will 19  government so that you may be able to answer these
20 also speak for an orparization in the state of 20 questions. I'm going to give you the questions
21 Oklahoma called Sooner Citizens for a Clean 21 but I can't give you the answers. Hopefully, you .
22 Environment. 22 can answer those or put a remedy to it.
23 What I would like to emphasize is the - 23 I would like to see in the state of Oklahoma
24 corporate hog scene coming to the state of 24 and each state, at least one program designated
25 Oklahoma. I won't go through the gory details 25  that is knowledgeable in the farm program that
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1 that I'm sure most of you saw on 60 Minutes right 1 could get the information to our communities or to
2 before Christmas, but that is also happening in 2 any community so that we could be a functional
3 Oklahoma. And they keep saying you can't go back 3 part of that program. That's what we are about.
4 and forth between the states, but I think you 4 We are about progress. If there's money available
5 people in Washington could begin to level the 5 for anybody, make all of them aware of it, not
6  playing field because the minority farmers do have 6  justaselect few. . ) .
7  aproblem in this state. But we're all going to 7 Also I would like to see a court system put
8  be out of business if corporate farming takes 8  about for the small and minority farmers that will
9 over. 9 work, not something just to show on paper.. Needs
10 I also will bring up as immigrants coming to 10 for the minority and the small farmer is very
11 this country, they have to drive cars. And in the |11 different from the big farmers. We need someone
12 process to get a driver's license, they also get a 12 that has knowledge that can help us and not hurt
13 motor vehicle -- or as they get the driver's 13 us and not communicate information to us. We need
14 license, they are giver: a motor voter registration 14 someone that's trained to work with us, not
15 card. I don't know that it changed the size of 15§ someone that is hired just for a job to support
16 the elections in northwest Oklahoma and the 16 his livelihood. We would like qualified people
17 panhandle, but it could ultimately change county 17 when we deal with these people. I don't know how
18 commissioner elections in some of the local things 18 to answer that question. Hopefully, you guys do.
19 that will completely change the way we deal as a 19 Another situation that I would like to bring
20  democracy in this country. Thank you. 20 up, award for the work to be accomplished through
21 MR. CLARK: Thank you. Next speaker is 21 the FC office, awarded to one individual, if that
22 - Charles Smotherman, B 22 individual cancels, then they call another one, I
23 SPEAKER 17 - CHARLES SMOTHERMAN: I'm 23 would like to see if there's an award set up, they
24 Charles Smotherman out of Wewoka in Okfuskee 24 have one through X amount of people in line. If
25  County. I'mnota bitter person so what I'm 25 the first one cancels, the next one will know he's

Frank L. Peterson Reporting (918) 745-0303

Page 50 - Page 53




{ulsa, Oklahoma 1-10-97 Multi-Page™ USDA Listening Forum
l , : Page 54 ' . Page 56
"1 in line, not that you give him two weeks to get 1 So I really thank you for coming today and I
2 the project accomplished. If he don't, he can’t 2 thank all the people that have testified and have
-3 take it either. The money goes someplace else 3 been here to have input and I think we're all
4 after that. I've been involved with that program. 4 going to have our eyes open. Personally, I
.5 That'sall | have, gentlemen. I appreciate 5  have -- ] enjoy farming and what it gives to our
6  your time. I appreciate your coming to Oklahoma. 6  lives, so we've all got to work together. And I
7 And I hope you can accomplish something that will 7 thought maybe we had that team put together,
8  help us. Thank you. 8  Pearlie. And Ihope it gets strengthened from
9 MR. CLARK: Thank you, very much. We 9 this meeting.
‘10 have 19 additional folks that have signed up to 10 Anything I can do to help anyone as state
11 speak so that's about another hour and a half, or 11 president of our districts, you get hold of me and
i12 somewhere in that neighborhood, but we would like 12 I'll spread the word on Lip. Thanks alot for your
13 to take at this time about a 10-minute break. 13 time, ‘
;14 Let's be back in 10 minutes. 14 FROM THE FLOOR: Give US a name.
115 (Whereupon, a recess was taken. ) 15 MR. BUDDY CRANFORD: A Buddy Cranford.
116 MR CLARK: The next speaker is Buddy 16 - And you can reach me at Sentinel, Oklahoma, and
17 Cranford. Okay, Mr. Cranford, we would appreciate 17 that's in western Oklahoma, area code
18 you making your comments. } 18 405-393-4892.
19 MR. BUDDY CRANFORD: Mr, Chairman, it is 19 And I've met Phil and a lot of these people
120 a privilege to have all of you people in our state 20  around here before. I know Sam right here; I sat
121 that are from Washington and our panel. We are 121 with his wife for just a minute and here he comes.
22 certainly glad that you have taken your time out 22 But I appreciate your time and look forward to
23 to listen to our problems. 23 working with the rest of this group. Thank you.
24 My name is Buddy Cranford. I represent all 24 MR CLARK: Thank you very much, Mr.
25  the conservation districts in the state of 25  Cranford. Vallard Cambell.
A Page 55 Page 57
1 Oklahoma. And one of the things that I see as I 1 SPEAKER 18 - VALLARD CAMBELL:
2 travel across the state, you can pick out tribal 2 Greetings. Well, it appears that -~ well, first
3 lands and minority lands because they're not up to 3 of all, I'm Vallard Cambell from Fort Coffee,
4 snuff on conservation. So I'm hearing some things 4 Oklahoma down near the Arkansas state line. I'm 2
5 today that may be part of the reason that they're 5 small farmer and a rancher. And it appears that
6  not receiving information as fast as possible and 6 I've got the same problem that most people in this
7 funds as fast as possibie. 7  room in this meeting today has got and that's
8 And as the state president of all the 8  money problems. Every time I go into the bank,
9  districts across the state, I pledge to you people 9 like someone said earlier, the banker runs out.
10 in this room that we will work with Washington 10 So there we go.
|11~ people on whatever it takes to keep conservation 11 But I get my ground worked up, say, for ‘
12 onthe land. There’s nothing I can do to help get |12 instance, go down to get some money then I don't
13 government checks out or get you signed up, Phil, 13 have the money to get my seed and fertilize it.
14 however you need to be, but I can pledge to help 14 So this is a problem, you know. And if the
15 you with conservation on this land of ours. And I 15 Federal government can kind of speed things up.
16 will report, Pearlie, on this meeting to our 16 If you've got to put the seed in the ground,
17 national leaders in NACD and I'm sure they will 17 you've got to put it in there. You can’t say
18 have people that will have input on this. 18 well, come back tomorrow or next week and next
19 But my concem is if you don't get your fair 19  month and get some monies. So the pressure should
20  share of the pie, the last thing you're going to 20 be put on the banks to go ahead and get these
21 take care of is the land. And my goodness, folks, 21 loans out expeditiously. Thank you.
22 we don't want to lose our land. We're having a 22 MR. CLARK: Thank you. Our next speaker
23 big enough battle keeping it when everything is 23 is Virginia Autry.
24 great. And we're all in a depressed area or 2 SPEAKER 19 - VIRGINIA AUTRY: My name is
25  depressed times. 25  Virginia Autry. I'm a producer in a family
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1 farming operation in Kingfisher County basically 1 also the extension service, and it's funded by
2 growing small grains and cattle, I have a real 2 . FSA. And it's a grant to help needy farmers,
3 concem for the direction of family farms. The 3 minority and socially disadvantaged farmers. And
4  (inaudible) thing for our product is not covering 4  we're into our -- about our -- winding down our.
5  the cost of the operation. I think I hear that 5 second year in it,
6  from everyone in this room. 6 And I just want to make a few comments about
7 . You may not be aware, but the 1996 book, 17 it and tell you that it's something that most of
8 "Field Without Dreams"” by Victor Davis Hanson says | 8  you probably, from what I've heard today, might be
9 it better than I can word it: "The most . ; 9 something that you could use. I will admit that
10 conservative farmers in America were obliterated 10 what I've beard today is one problem that you have
11 by the farm shakedown of the 1980s. By the new 11 is contacting these people and getting them to -
12 gospel, that food was to be quite lucrative for 12 come out and get education, find out about the
13 everyone except those who themselves were to grow 13 -programs and things like that. And that's what
14 it 14 this program is about. And we've used it to reach
15 One of the farm newsletters also hit the nail 15 mainly small Indian farmers and ranchers. And
16 on the head when it talks about Congress 16 like I said, we've just now got into our second
17 desperately needs a new farmer-owned reserve. The 17 year; I think we were funded the first time in
18 quote from this letter is, "Grain stocks should be 18 94,
19 held by farmers, not the conglomerates, not the 19 I would want to say that we're using all the
20 ADMs and the CONAGRaAs of the world." 20  resources we can come up with. Like I said, we
21 It is also evident to 1me that the packer 21 used the college, we've used the Extension
22 concentration has affected the beef market, Even 22 Department, OSU Extension Department. And some of
23 though it has been suggested this is a myth, it 23 the benefits, I feel like that after we -- after
24  has had a real impact on the price of the 24 we assess other benefits, we are going to see that
25 commodity to the producer. 25 we are doing some good although we've been through
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1 I was in the county office recently, and I 1 some ~- we're going through some bad times right
2 would like to know what Equip is all about. The 2 now, low cattle prices, high price feed, high
3 local offices have the book of regs but is it in 3 price fertilizer. And we also had the drought
4 effect, is it funded? We keep hearing tidbits 4  there in the last half of '95.
5  about it, but what is the real information? I 5 So we went through some bad times, folks.
&  guess I'm asking to have information that is privy 6  But I might say that in contacting your people
7  toafew. ' 7  probably one of the best ways is one-on-one
8 MR. ROMINGER: Just briefly, Equip was 8  comtact. You can put all you want to on the radio
9  ‘part of the 1996 Farm Bill. The money did not 9  and the newspaper, and sometimes that helps, but
10 become available until Janvary 1 of this year but 10 it don't do what a one-on-one contact will do.
11 ‘we are soon putting out. the regulations for Equip 11 So I just feel like this is a program that _
12 and then it will be available this year. 12 has worked for the Choctaw Nation and helped our
13 SPEAKER 19 - VIRGINIA AUTRY: Thank you. 13 farmers and ranchers and I feel like it's one that
14 MR. CLARK: Wext speaker is Kenneth 14 needs to be refunded and continued with good
15 Battles. 15 supervision and good working people. Thank you.
16 SPEAKER 20 - KENNETH BATTLES: My name 16 MR. CLARK: Thank you, sir, Next ‘
17 is Kenneth Battles. And I'm a conservationist for 17 speaker is Levester McKesson.
18  the Choctaw Nation. And I would iterate what Mr. 18 SPEAKER 21 - LEVESTER MCKESSON: Thank
19 Cranford said a while ago, that you can identify 19 " you, Mr. Chairman. I'll make my comments very -
20 some Indian land by its appearance when you drive 20  brief. My sentiment has been conveyed by
21 byit. ' |21 everybody here. Iwould just like that you ,
22 But that's not what I'm here to comment about 22 representatives would take the message back to
23 today. I was wanting 1o tell you about a program, 23 level the playing field for us borrowing money for
24 - agrant that we received through the Choctaw 24 the very small farmer because that's what we need.
25 Nation with Eastern Oklahoma State College and 25  When it comes to feeding animals, they don't
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1 know anything about balancing the budget. If we 1 black folks live basically on one side of the town
2 can go in and balance the budget for Mexico, we 2 over there. They never could get a home built on --
3 can let a small farmer have two or $3,000 to buy 3 at least I couldn't build one over there. '
4 some hay. That's what -~ or equipment or 4 Now, it seems that we are an ethnic group and
5 fertilizer, This is what we're talking about. So 5 this is a diverse group here. Everybody is having
6 I would like for the message to be carried back to | 6  money problems. And I really -- I cry for a lot
7  your boss. And I'm going to ask this because I 7 of these people. I really can't -- I don't have
8 supported him before he got the first combination, 8 anything else to say. But we have some big
9 that we need help. And we need it now. 9 problems in the state of Oklahoma. You know, back
0 Now, if this is any kind of indication, |10 a few years ago, Oklahoma was rated fiftieth as
11 what's happening here is happening all over the 11 loaning money to minority people. It probably
;12 United States. So I appreciate the opportunity to 12 still is 50. Thank you. '
13 speak to you. And I would like to have a copy of 13 MR. CLARK: Thank you, sir. The next
14 this entire meeting, if there's any way possible, 14 speaker is Fauntilla Miller.
.15 and I would like to give my address to her to have 15 SPEAKER 23 - FAUNTILLA MILLER: Thank
16 it sent. Thank you, very much. 16  you, Mr. Chairman. My name is Fauntilla -- very
17 MR. CLARK: Thank you, Mr. McKesson. 17 hard to pronounce.
|18 And we'll have to check and see if we can make 18 MR. CLARK: I'm sorTy.
19 those -- a copy of the minutes available. 19 SPEAKER 23 - FAUNTILLA MILLER: I'm from
20 MR. PEARLIE REED: We will give you a 20 ° Boynton, Oklahoma, and I live on a farm, my son
|21 copy. 21 and 1. About 10 years ago my husband was killed
22 MR. CLARK: Okay. You'll getit. The 22 in an accident and it left me just simply
23 next speaker is Muhammad Robbalaa. 23 devastated. However, I've gone through the
24 SPEAKER 22 - MUHUMMAD ROBBALAA: Peace 24 different programs of refinancing. And I
25 be unto you. Gentlemen, it's a pleasure to be - ' 25 appreciate everything, but I can still use some
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1 here in front of you today. I'm also from the 1 help. And whatever could be done to help me,
2 same area that Levester McKesson is from. 2 especially keep my payments where they are, I
3 My being here is a little different than 3 would be very grateful. Thank you.
4 maybe most of the guys that have spoken 4 MR. CLARK: Thank you, very much.
5 previously, but basically our problem is the same, 5  Willis Robedeaux?
6  finances is the big thing. I'm a residential 6 SPEAKER 24 - WILLIS ROBEDEAUX: It's
7 builder. I graduated from Oklahoma State 7 good to see you people here. Mr. Rominger, good
8 University back many years ago and I build low 8 to see you again. And the panel, I appreciate
9 cost housing. I know in the Muskogee area, 9  you. My name is Willis Robedeaux. I'm a member
10 Farmers Home Administration, it seems that they 10 of the Otoe Missouri Tribe. I'm a board member of
11 don't want to make loans to black or African 11 the 1AC, Intertribal Ag Council. I'm.also an
12 . American descendents. ' 12 outreach worker for US.D.A. I have worked with
13 I've had at least ten Africans at one time 13 the people in Stillwater and they have treated me
14 and I can't think of the gentleman that's director 14 fine. But there's lots of work that needs to be
15 over there, what his name is, but he's from 15 done towards the farmers, the people that's going
16 Muldrow, Oklahoma; that's his home. Terry Buford 16 to -- the people that made this country.
17 should not be a director. I will personally stand 17 This country was made with farmers and we're
18 up here and say that this guy should go back, that 18 getting away from it. You've got about five,
19 you all should retire him immediately. He's a 19 - you've got about five companies controlling the
20 racist. Heis a bigot and he will laugh in your 20 . grain, you've got about five people controlling
21 face and he will even lie to you. And I will say - 21 the cattle. They go just down the line. It's big
1|22~ that to him because I've been there several times 22 corporations. Now they're having a big deal out
23 and talked to this gentleman, 23 in western Oklahoma about the hogs. They're
24 I never could get a loan approved in Eufaula, 24 ruining our water, they're rummg our natural
25 Oklahoma over there where the resort area is. The 25 resources.
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1 And about this meeting, this (indicating) 1 Go back and say, "Hey, Ronnie Clark, you didn’t
2 came out in the Ponca City paper day before 2 give me nothing last time I'm up here, I'm looking
3 yesterday; I cutitout. That's how bigitis, 3 youright in the eye; I want to know what's
4 just-- hell, you couldn't find it if you wasn't 4  wrong." Terry Peach, let's work this damn thing
5  looking for something, Anyway, that’s what 5  out :
6 happens to all of our meetings. There's not 6 I'll tell you one thing. I get carried away.
7  enough time and you need to make time to get these 7 When we had Phil's deal, I went to him and I said
8  people together. . ‘ 8 “Phil, now, don’t lose your temper. Don'tgetup -
9 I called my tribal chairman and he's a first 9  there and raise hell. I'm going to come over '
10 cousin of mine. I said, "Raymond, are you sending 10 there and tap you on the shoulder and tell you to
11 somebody to the meeting?” He said, "Hell, you're 11 shut up."
12 going. You can represeat us.” 12 Well, he got to getting a little lond soI
13 I said, "Okay, I'll represent you as best I 13 went over there and tapped him on the shoulder and
14 can.” AndIgot up here, I was goingto tell a 14 Isaid, "Phil"* Okay, okay. So then I got up.
15 story. When I first started on this outreach 15 My wife was looking at the deal where we had --
16 -+ program, I was going through some stuff and my 16 = they had put it all on tape, and she said, "I want
17 eight-year-old granddaughter said, "Grandpa, what 17 to tell you something, you was the only one using
18 are you doing?" : : 18 cuss words." Isaid, "Yes, and I heard about it
{19 Isaid, "I'm trying to get my thoughts 19 from Phil," Phil and the wife.
20 together. I'm not an educated man; I'm trying to 20 But I-do get carried away. I love my job. I
21 get something together where I can tell these 21  enjoy working with vou guys. And most of the
22 people.” She said, "Grandpa, you're a good BSer, 22 people, if you will give them half the chance,
23 so BS them." So here I'm BSing you. That's my - 23 they will work with you. But I've got one guy
24 story. ‘ 24 down in the BIA that's giving me fits.
25 Anyway, I've been farming since 1946. I'll 25 Now, he had the laws on me, said I threatened
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1 soon be 72 years old. I spent my time in the 1 him. Ididn't threaten him. IsaidI'm 70 --1
2 Navy. I was in Russia, China, Japan, Korea, the 2 was 70 years old then -~ I said, "I'm 70 years old
3 Aleutians, all the islands. I came home and I 3 and you're about ready to retire. I'm going to ‘
4  started farming. 4  makeyoua promise. When you retire, I'm going to
5 On Indian land you couldn't get a loan. They 5  hunt you up and I'm going to try and whip your
6 - just wouldn't even talk to you. I wanted a loan 16 ass." Isaid, "I'm not threatening you. I'm just
7 to build my house. So I went to the bank and I 7  making you a damn promise.” Thank you. That's
8 said, "I want to borrow some money and I want a 8 another one of my stories.
9  turnkey job on a house. I've got my plans.” 9 MR. CLARK: Thank you, Willis. The next
10 They said, "We can't do that; that's on 10 speaker is Sherman Shanklin.
11 Indian land." So I went to the Indian department. 11 SPEAKER 25 - SHERMAN SHANKLIN: I want
12 They said, "We're not making loans on Indian 12 to thank you for this opportunity. I was going to
13 land." So I was sunk. 13 write my congressman and senator and by accident I
14 So I started to build my house a little bit 14 picked up the newspaper and saw this meeting was
15 atatime. Finally I got it built, and when I got 1§ going to be held. However, I have a guilty
16 through, I owned that sucker because I worked in 16 = conscious. I feel my concerns are minor compared
17.  the oil field and farmed in the daytime and I 17  to the other people in the room.
18 built that sucker and I owned it when I got 18 But what my concern is today, I come from v
19 through, But that's what it's going to take, 19 Nowata County. My name is Sherman Shanklin. I'm
20 people, is a lot of determination, a lot of hard 20 a farmer and also I have a farm and ranch real
21 work. ~ 21  estate business and I'm also a full-time
22 And for God's sake, o see these people, fill 22 firefighter for the City of Bartlesville. I've
23 out the papers. And when they turn you down, 23 been elected to the COC committee in the past when
|24 don't say, "That's all, I'm not going back, them 24 it was ASCS. And then, as we well know, the
25 suckers ain't going to loan me nothing anyway." systems come together with FMHA and ASCS, and now
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1 as Farm Service Agency. 1 I rent about 300 acres of land and I own 500 acres
2 1 was nominated, not because I was requested 2 ofland. And I remember back in 1969 I went and
3 to be nominated, and elected again to my county 3 tried to apply for a loan with Farm Home
4 committee and was told in December I had been 4 Administration. I told them that, you know, my
5  elected. 1did not solicit, I did not advertise 5 father was a farmer because his father was a
6  for it but I was honored by my fellow producers 6  farmer and his father was a plantation slave so my
7 that T could help represent them and give some of 7 idea was to let them know I knew a lot about
8  my help back to my community. 8  farming and that even though I was a professional
S However, 1 received a memo back from Mr. 9 person, I do handle two roles, that I am in
‘0 Stinsell in Washington, D.C. saying that he had 10 farming and I am there to stay.
i1 set a policy that.anyone in farm service agencies 11 Now, they lied to me and told me that, you
12 could not participate on the COC because of 12 know, we don't let loans out to professional
13 conflict of interest in dealing in agricultural 13 people, that you will have to be a full-fledged
;14 real estate. You could participate in commercial 14 farmer, full-time farmer. While I was in
15 or residential. A 15 Washington, D.C. I talked to a black gentleman
.16 Well, we all know that anything that isn't 16 there; he said that was not the truth. He said
.17 zoned in the city could fall under any guidelines 17 you need to go back down there. He said if you
118 for the Farm Service Agency. And I could accept 18 make a certain percent, a certain percent of your
§19 that, but I didn't ask for the position to be 19  income comes from the farm, then you are entitled
120 elected and I don't look for it for monetary gain. 20  to all of the facilities that Farm Home
.21 The only problem that I have that I would like for 21 Administration has,
122 Mr. Stinsell to review the program is from the 22 So I wrote a letter to the president and he
23 county, from the state committee which is 23 sent that letter to Stillwater. And they had a
24 politically appointed down to all of my other 24 black guy there by the name of -- let's see, what
25  fellow COC committee members throughout the 77 25  was his name? I can't think right -- Sim Drain.
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1 counties to ask how many of those gentlemen and 1 So Sim Drain came down to the home office there in
2 ladies provide customer services as far as custom 2 Oklahoma City and he asked me to meet him there at
3 farming, selling hay to other people that have 3 three o'clock. Well, when I got there, those same
4 their farms in the Farm Service Agency programs, 4  people who had turned me down five times, man,
5 sell seed, sell livestock equipment, farming - 5 - they welcomed me, and said, "Come on in because
6 equipment and see if they have the same interest 6 you don't - we've been looking for you for a long
7 that I do. 7 time, guys like you."
8 I only feel that it's wrong to segregate’ 8 Now, they had lied to me for about three
9 someone out that is interested in selling farm and 9 years before, then all of a sudden when I brought
10 ranch real estate and not look at other committee 10 this to the attention of the people in Washington,
11 members that provide services that help the 11 D.C,, the game changed. And what happened was
12 community with people that are involved in Farm 12 after about three weeks, they let me have
13 Service Agency programs. I thank you for your 13 $115,000.
14 time, 14 And I told them no, I didn't exactly come to
115 MR. CLARK: Thank you. The next speaker 15 get that kind of money. But they said no, we want
16 is W.G. Parker. Not here? We'll go to the next 16  you to borrow enough money just in case you have
17 one, then. James Johnson. He had to leave, too? 17 to lose that farm, you know, we want it to be in
18 All right. Willard Earl Davis? 18 better shape than it was before. Now, I know what
19 SPEAKER 28 - WILLARD EARL DAVIS: Good 19 they meant,
20 evening. Firstof all, I would like to thank all 20 And from 1976 to 1986 my assets was something
21 of my fellow farm friends. Some of them had to 21 like a million -~ a million and $70,000 because of
22 leave, I guess, to go home and feed the cattle, 22 it. Everybody was looking for a farm. You know,’
23 but at least they made it and I hope they were 23 I mean, you could sell a farm for 200 to $2,000 an
24 able to voice their opinion. 24 acre, you could sell it for $3,000 an acre.
25 My name is Willard Earl Davis. And I farm -- 25 People were coming in to Oklahoma City and that
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1 area. Then we had a recession right after that 1 have Josephine and William Penn. Do you want to
2 *  and some of that same -- and they was letting me 2 handle that separately or -
3 have all the money that I wanted then because it 3 SPEAXER 29 - JOSEPHINE PENN: 'Good
4 was a valuable piece of asset. 4 evening. I'm Josephine Penn. And I'm
5 But right after that, guess what? We had 5 representing my brother William Penn who could not
6 sort of an oil crash, you know, the land, you 6 be here because of illness.
7 couldn't hardly give it away. That's when I got 7 And T'll start back with my dad leftus a
8 in trouble. By then, you know, we're farming it, 8 farm in 1967; at least William came there and
9  but we just need some more money. I think 9 started farming in 1967 and my dad died in 1969.
10 everybody has got this ¢ame problem. We need more 10 And so he was trying -- got in farming, trying to’
11 money. ' 1 get on the farming program or trying to get
12 So I went to those people, Farm Loan 12 started and he needed equipment and he needed -- -
13 Administration, went back to them. And every time 13 in fact, he needed everything, But he received
14 ] went there, every type of loan they had, they 14 - much and did not receive equal treatment when
15  had what they call -- they've got farms set aside, 15  trying to get assistance for the farm. For
16 they had lease back pay back. I think you guys 16 instance, the cost sharing on the different farm
17 know what I'm talking about, right? I was turned - 17 practices such as erosion control and grass
18  down for every one of those loans, We're talking. 18  planting were always less than what was told.
19 about debt reconstruction. I was turned down for 19 And finally the local office would just
20 that. You know, they tcld me -- they gave me 20 ignore his requests. Also experienced harsh
21 every reason why I could not apply for a loan to 21 treatment from some of the nonminority farmers who
22 get this Joan. But at the same time there were 22 had poisoned his cows and they had been
23 millionaire farmers, white farmers who was getting 123 investigated. And they also poisoned the fields
24 this money. 24 to try to kill the crops to stop him from farming
25 And you know, I'm sitting here saying that 25  and tried to get him to sell the lands. So .
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1 because I'm black, I was denied that loan. But 1 ! finally William did have to stop because of
2 must say this also: We did have two or three 2 illness. '
3 white farmers who were denied that loan, too. 3 But similar to the other gentleman who spoke,
4 Because what they do is, you know, they get with 4 the county U.S.D.A. agencies would slander William
5  their friends and the friends already know you are 5 by telling all new people working in this office
6  in trouble and then they send their friends out to 6  that he was a troublemaker and don't go to his
7 talk to you to see can they buy your farm, 7 place. They wouldn't, you know, send anybody out
8 So all of these things should be looked at. '8 to see about his needs. And I'm also standing in
9  And what we need, we rieed somebody on a local 9 for Ray Charles Penn also. And I'm reading
10 level who are there to represent us as minorities 10 because I don't have this-memorized.
11 and see that the money is going to the people who 1 Migrating from -~ this is from Ray Charles.
12 need it. Because I think the money is being ' 12 Migrating from south central Georgia as a slave at
13 . funneled down but it's going to millionaire 13 the age of 10, witnessed the emancipation of his
14 farmers, people who are already millionaires. 14 family which was left, what was left of it, as the
15 And gentlemen, I'm telling you, we're in 15 owner fled as the Union soldiers rode through.
16  trouble. I think it's something like, we've got 16 This former slave came to Oklahoma to protect
17 about -- at one time in my neighborhood we had at 17 his sons from being hanged or torched, and settled
118 least 200 farmers, real live farmers. And now I 18 south of Langston, Oklahoma in eastern Logan
19  am the only certified farmer in that county. We 19  County. He prepared through farming, using
20 have some farmers who are doing hog farming and 20  techmiques not practiced in Oklahoma at this time
21 cattle farming and things of that nature, but [ am 21 known as terracing. At the death, he left seven
22 the only certified farmer in that county. And I'm 22 farms, one to each of his children, This former
23 saying to you today we need some type of 23 slave died at the known age of 103 yvears old, thus
24 assistance and we need some money. Thank you. 24  giving the great grandson the opportunity to know
25 MR. CLARK: Thank you, Mr. Davis. We 25 him. ‘
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1 The legacy started by the former slave ‘Alan 1 William Penn and Ray Penn. I'm understanding that
2 Park Senior is now being carried out by his great 2 you spoke for yourself and those other two
3 grandson Ray Charles Penn who farms the only farm 3 individuals?
4 left from the estate. The life on the family farm 4 SPEAKER 20 - JOSEPHINE PENN: Yes.
5 isescaping and eroding the American dream in 5 MR. CLARK: Okay. Jerry Keener is the
6 rural America. 6  next speaker. Is Jerry here? Jerry Keener? He
7 With the many programs created by Congress, 7  had to leave? Okay.
8  they have bypassed the minority family farm 8 SPEAKER 32 - GLEN BROOKS: Good
9  through denial, discouragement and discrimination, 9  afternoon. It's a privilege to be here. I'm
10 thus depriving me the means necessary to rural and 10 pretty sure I'm the only one of this kind that's
1 farm survival. Some of my contact (sic) with me, 11 here because I work every day for the Department
2 the USD.A, Farmers Home Administration resulted 12 of Transportation, and I'm the Chief of Civil
3 in denial of farm operating and ownership plan 13 Rights for about 2600 employees for the last 24
14 applied for 1980, denial of home improvement loan 14 vyears. I'm also a military officer in the
‘15 and a grant for my 76-year-old mother in 1994 and 15 QOklahoma National Guard. If you see me tomorrow
16 '95, 16 in uniform, you're still seeing the same person of
17 Control of the state. I contacted the state 17 27 years.
{18 department Farm Home Administration, Stillwater, 18 1 say that to let you know I do know
15 Oklahoma, in' 1987, He only offered negative and 19 something about Oklahoma. And the reason I'm here
20  discouraging advice about getting started in 20 today is because a good friend of mine told me as
21 farming. The high costs -- he stated that one of 21 a farmer that I needed to be here today. Igeta
22 the reasons was the high cost of equipment and the 22 lot of your calls. That's why I'm bere. I'm
23 large amount of capital and the cuts by the 23 civil rights for the Department of Transportation
24  US.D.A. However, I continued to read and saw 24  which is your highway system. But Igetin
25  pictures of young nonminorities starting farming 25  contact with a lot of farmers, especially black
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1 careers. 1 farmers. And I would like for you to really put
2 Number four, participated in 1992 disaster 2 in your minutes today that we are losing black
3 relief program administered by UJ.S.D.A. and ASCS 3 farmers in Oklahoma,
4 office and received a 1099 income tax reported, 4 I travel all 77 counties at least, at least
5 and reported a statement for $90. However, 1 5  twice each year. And I can tell you right now the.
6  never received the check. When questioning the 6  black farmer is in trouble. But I have some
7 ASCS office in Guthrie, Oklahoma, the only answer 7 answers for you. Because I get a lot of calls and
8  Ireceived was that the 1099 income reporting form 8  Ihave to tell them, you know, "I'm the Highway
9  wasamistake, A 9  Department; you need to call the other agency."
10 Okay, these following are some areas of ' 10 But I would say to you today that you need to
11 questionable financing that came to my attention. 11 do a few things. Some of them I do. I have
12 Farm Home Administration, Logan County, Guthrie, 12 friends in Washington and T contact them. Phil
13 Oklahoma, loans to a private and segregated golf 13 Givens has been to me. He will tell you that we
14 and country club in Guthrie, Oklahoma 14 get the business done. But I would say to you
15 approximately 1980 where the funds were dispatched 15 that we can do a better job, you can do a better
16  into the bank known as the First National Bank in 16  job. AndI'm in government and I can tell you all .
17 Guthrie, Oklahoma. Farmers Home Administration, 17 it takes is reaching out and going out to visit
18  Logan County, Guthrie, subsiding home mortgage to 18  these homes and also these farms. .
19 anonminority underprivileged individual Carl 19 Oklahoma, if you don't know, has five all
20 Kinney whose occupation was an office manager for 20  black towns. Around them are black farmers. I
21 the local grain and fertilizer company in Guthrie, 21 found out today that a lot of them don't even get
22 Oklahoma with income in excess of $70,000 whose 22 the message -- don't even get the message that
23 mortgage was accormmodated at $90 a month. 23 really affects their farms. One is banking ‘
24 Respectfully submitted, Ray Penn, 24 institutions. We have a system that we have in
25 MR. CLARK: Thank you very much. We had 25  place where we make sure that we contact the
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1 banking institutions. , ‘ 1 don't get any money and I will be the only one
2 And I'm going to tell you, put some money in 2 leaving without any because I'm black. Sol
3 some minority banks, black banks. You have one 3 realized then where the minority started.
4 right here in Tulsa, American State Bank. If you 4 But, okay, I have another thing I would like
5  don't know about it, put your money there. And 5  for you all to help me on, There's a point that
6  I'm pretty sure Leroy Thomas is going to get the 6 there's quite a few black farmers that scuffle for
7  money out to some farmiers. And for the Indian 7 their land and stuff. In our time they would like
8 farmers, that's for you, 100, and some small white 8 to turn it over to their kids.
9  farmers. 9 At this point I own approximately 640 acres,
10 The other thing I have for you is 10 and I owe FHA $12,000 on it. Now, I've paid on it
11 advertisement. You've got to go to some black 11 approximately 30 years. I'm not behind at the
12 churches; that's where we meet.. Because they're 12 time. But to turn it over to my son is the
13 farming all week, but if you go to church and put 13 problem. He don't have a job, and FHA don't think
14 it in their bulletin, they get the message, 14 he can handle it. But I handled it for 30 years
15 believe me. We do it for highway construction; 15 and he worked for me. And that shouldn’tbe a’
16  that's how we get our minority contractors. They 16 problem.
17 work all during the week but, you know, they stop 17 I should have taught him enough in 30 years --
18  and take time to pray on Sundays. So do that, 18  he's not that old, he’s 20 -~ but I should have
19 contact the churches. And if you don’t know the 19 taucht him enough in 20 years to know what he was
20 churches in Oklahoma, in all 77 counties, call me, 20 doing. Idon't have a job and if I can make it,
21 I've got them, 21 he wasn't that dumb. At least he came to dinner.
22 Also we have a lot of problems with EPA with 22 SoIdon’t think he was that dumb.
23 black farmers. It's killing them. It's running 23 Another thing, you know, curiosity here,
24 them away. They got the sale. That's not right. 24 every durn thing that I've got done, I got it did
25 Do something for them, 25  through calling the state office. You all can ,
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1 My last point is condemnation procedures. We 1 save us a lot of money; get rid of the county
2 do a lot of condemnation when we build a highway, 2 office. Them suckers ain't doing nothing. You go -
3 but it's a process. You should make sure that. 3 in there and you've got a program and you ask
4 these people in this room are afforded an 4 them, say, hey, what about this program that you
5 opportunity at the right time to have a hearing. 5 have all got for this? What program are you
6 Don't put the hearing when they're out farming; 6  talking about?
7 . that'snotright. Do it when they can make it to 7 You want to ask him, "Hey, when did you start
8  the hearing at an appropiiate time. A 8  working? It must have been about an hour ago."
9 So I stand here today to tell you that yes, 9  He doesn't know a damn what I do. You know, he
10 we've got a serious problem in Oklahoma, And if 10 - really don’t know. And it's like we're going to
11 you really want to do something for all farmers in 11 keep it a secret; we're going to hold the money.
12 Oklahoma in your admirnistration, please go to the 12 You know, down in Okfuskee County they have got
113 farm and let's keep the farm going in Oklahoma, 13 this here Equal Opportunity Officer. I tried to
14 especially for these mincrity farmers. Thank you, 14 find it. That sucker was sick or something,
15 very much, for coming today. 15 because he was one of the good old boys.
16 MR CLARK: Thank you, Mr. Brooks. The 16 You know, when I left out of the office, one
17 next speaker is Rudell Lee. Mr. Lee? Not here? 17 of my white friends told me, hey that guy said you
18 Ihad Lewis Bruner and Willy Wilson. Both those 18 didn't need it, you know. I'm down here fighting
19  names have been marked off. Are they gone? They 19 for my -~ I've got some cows on some CRP program
20 had to leave? Ronald Banks? 20  and they wasn't even my cows but he said [ knew
21 SPEAKER 36 - RONALD BANKS: Iwas 21 about it and went on somewhere. This was the
22 standing out in the hallway just a while ago and I 22 Equal Opportunity Office. So you know, they
23 was telling them I was having little problem when 23 elected him and he's one of them that they pat on
24 I was a minority. But I don’t have -- really I 24 the back, hey, we're going to talk about this boy,
25  kind of understand it when I go to the bank and I 25 justas soon as he goes, we'll handle that. He
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1 ain't worth nothing. 1 didn't know no better. He is sitting over there
2 So that's one of the main problems that we're 2 thinking you can rent land for S5 an acre, so when
3 having. And Mr. Beacham (phonetic), if he 3 you offered him $21, he jumped on it. He didn't
4 remembers me, I was down there at the county 4 know no better.
5 ' office trying to talk to my county officer and he 5 But you go down there to the ASC office and
6  just kind of told me, yes, yes, yes, go play. And 6 there's an old boy down there and if he's white,
7 I called Mr. Beacham and he went up there and he 7 you say hey, man what's the going price for this
8 talked to him and he set me up a program, that's 8 land? Oh, man, put it down for $48. And that
9 in Stillwater. I think his name was Mr. Beacham. 9 black man farmer, what are you all talking about?
0 And we worked out a program. I'm back on board 10 What are we getting money for? These guys are
21 again, 11 really lost. You know, and they're talking about
2 But they acted like I had -- I bought some 12 getting to us. You have already got all the way
23 cows and they all died, they got caught in the 13 to us, that's stone rape.
14 snowstorm coming up here, and half of them throwed 14 MR. CLARK: Thank you, Mr. Banks, We've
15 their calves and all this here. But anyway, when 15 gone through the list of folks that have signed up
‘16 I got behind, the county office didn't offer no 16 to make presentations. We've still got about, my
17 kind of help. Idid -- I called Stillwater one 17 watch says, about 20 minutes till five. I wanted
18 day because they wasn't giving me my check and 18 to wrap this up by five o'clock but we would offer
19 some guy up there told me, call Washington; they 19 the opportunity here, if someone has got some
20 will give it to you. I made a long distance call 20 thoughts that did not sign up. Did not sign up.
21 to Washington. 21 Let's give them the chance first.
22 I went down there and Jo -- I will even tell 22 . We would offer you the opportunity to walk up
:23 you what her name was -- she was down there crying 23 there to the mike and make some comments. No
i24 when I got back, but she had my check ready. So 24 takers? One gentleman over here wanted to make a
25  you can save a bunch of money; get rid of the 25  few more comments.
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1 county office. I've got this guy over here, I 1 MR. FRANK JONES: Ican't believe you
-2 paid all my money, $8,800 to Okmulgee. We moved 2 can't get this money down because they say it's up
3 over to Okmulgee. I went over and told him, I 3 there so why can't we get it? Now, Terry, I know
4 said, I want to plant some seed. Now, he ain't 4 you and Charles stepped into a hornet's nest up
5 had no hands on the rest of my money because I got 5 there. But, boy, if you're not tough enough, get
6 hurt on the job and paid up my FHA loan and I'm 6  out of there or take you some nasty pills in the
7 lacking S800 to plant some seed and he said he 7 morning or do something. You're going to have to
8 didn't see where it would create a hardship. I 8 because it's serious. These people are telling
9 don't have a job.” But it's no hardship not to 9  you something now, so do something.
10 plant my crop. Well, she said it's time, |10 Like this guy says, fire them. I would fire
11 But all of us black farmers that are, you. 11 them. I wouldn't fool with them five minutes. If
12 know, hung out here trying to keep these farms, a 12 they didn't want to work, they didn't want to get
13 lot of them was passed down through our family and 13 this information out, and like they said, get out
14 it is time for you all to give us a hand to try to 14 there one on one, see what's going on. If they -
15 transfer it. The black farmer is leaving, he's 15 don't want to do it, get rid of them. Hell, I ‘
16 gone. If you don't think he's gone, go where they 16 used to fire them. I worked minorities, I've
17 used to be and see how many of them are left. As 17 worked -- I've been in administration in schools.
18 you can see, count the days. If you don't believe 18 If they didn't work, get rid of them. But get
19 I'm gone, count the days that I ain't been here, 19 these people some help.
20 Or count the days I've stayed. ' 20 MR. CLARK: The last comments were from
21 I feel kind of like -- and the terriblest 21 Frank Jones; is that right, Mr. Jones? So for the
22 thing that happened was on this CRP program, the 22 record here.
23 average black farmer came out with 25, $19 and 23 MR. PHIL GIVENS: Mr, Chairman, let me
24 everything, and the white farmer came out with 24 say something. You know, I have alot to say.
25 $48. My dad went through that same durn junk. He 25  And what's really troubling me, we were in
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1 Washington, D.C. Monday. The under secretary's 1 I think U.S.D.A. ought to use all the persuasion,
2 sitting right there. If I could ask you two 2 all the funds that they can muster to bring 1890
3 things to do today, these are the two things. 3 colleges up to speed.
4 ~ You've got Ron Clark and Terry Peach. You've 4. Now, I'm well aware of what's going on in the
5 got all these black and miinority farmers out 5 - past. But now, and I'm talking about -I'm
6  there. Why don't you come up with an advisory 6  talking about curriculum, I'm talking about
7 board right now comprised of some of these black, 7 faculty, I'm talking about libraries, I'm talking
1 8  and native American farmers. And another thing, 8  about all facilities, equipment, et cetera, et
9 nepotism, conflicts of interest, I'm tired of 9 cetera, where minority kids. You see, most of the
10 US.D.A. hiding behind policy and procedure, When 10 minority kids in this country still go to black
11 the policy and procedure: suits you all, it's fine, 11 colleges, mostly Africa American. That is a fact.
12 but when we point out what the policy and 112 And we need to see - U.S.D.A. needs to see that
13 procedure is when it comes to nepotism. 13 these requirerents are brought up to speed so that
14 And listen to this, to file a civil rights 14 the students that graduate from these universities
15 complaint with U.S.D.A. means creating enemies 15 can be expected to compete on an equal basis with
16  from here to Washington, D.C.; I know I've been 16 people who graduated in 1862. )
17 there 23 times. I would like U.S.D.A. to come up 17 Now, if you wonder what I'm talking about,
18  with some type of policy and procedure that says 18  and some of you have been to some of the 1890
19  we will investigate the civil rights complaint in 19 colleges, you look at the plant, you look at the
20 a timely fashion and take care of it. In my case 20 faculty, you look at the libraries, and the
21 filing 72 civil rights complaints, you all have 21 facilities, et cetera, et cetera and you are aware
22 never done that, 22 what I'm talking about. And that needs to be done
23 We've got Terry, a-county committee member 23 and it needs to be done quickly if we are going to
24  and a farm credit officer that's brother-in-laws 24  make agriculture an attractive vocation for
25  and that's all you've heard today about 25 minority youth.
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1 brother-in-laws. This is not a fictitious deal. 1 And T reemphasize again that officials at the
2 I've called you twice, at home, and Washington, 2 top in the positions where you all sit need to
3 D.C.and Stillwater. The people in Washington, 3 really monitor county offices because there's some
4 D.C. won't even have nothing to do with it. 4 rea! atrocities going on out there in terms of
5 As much problems as we've had in Oklahoma 5 lacking information, absolute hiding of programs,
6  with racism in the county committee's office, you 6  and not passing the information on in a timely
7 ought to immediately make that board member 7  fashion, et cetera, et cetera. It’s happening and
8  resign. The state office can do that. Or . 8  the people who are suffering are the minorities.
9 transfer that local Fsa officer; that's the 9 There is a good old boy network that's in
10 policy. And you won't do your job. 10 USD.A. that needs to be gotten rid of. There's
11 I've told your boss in Wgshington, DC.you 11 no doubt about it, it's there in every agency, you |
12 were a good administrator, but you couldn't do 12 know, you scratch my back, I'll scratch yours,
13 your damn job. You need to transfer that board 13 And I was in a county office; I'm a retired
14 member or transfer the credit officer. I havea 14  US.D.A. employee myself. I wasina county
15 problem with the county committee board members as 15 office in my home town. I won't embarrass
16 brother-in-laws processing 2 loan and determining 16 somebody by telling you which one. It wasn't the
17 eligibility. Under secretary, Terry Peach will 17 one I worked for; I will say that. If it had
18 tell you what I'm telling you is true and correct. 18 been, I would have been ashamed. I walked in
19 U.S.D.A. doesn't know how to act in good faith. 19 there and asked for some assistance and the young
20 MR. ROMINGER: Thank you, Phil. 20 lady they had working there, I guess she was the
21 MR. SAM COMBS: Mr, Chairman, my time 21 secretary or something, well, she didn't know -
22 ranout, and I would just like to make a couple 22 anything, you know. And the office manager or
23 more points that I didn't have time to make. 23 whatever they call him, was sitting in the back
24 Number one, I think this is very critical as it 24 there, you know,
25 relates to our college education for minorities. 25 And 1 must have been in there for 30 minutes
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1 or so. And I knew all about the program and the ' 1 MR. CLARX: Thank you, Mr. Davis. One
2 young lady was trying to help me. It was no 2 more. Iappreciate all the input.
3 deference to her. She absolutely did not know. 3 FROM THE FLOOR: Mr. Chairman, T will
4  He never came out until he got ready to go. He 4  take five minutes and I'm just glad that you are
5 picked up his briefcase and he walked as close to 5  here. Irepresent Langston University. And I
6 me as | am to this gentleman and he didn't even 6 didn't want to say anything here but since many
7 speak, you see. 7 people are here, I would like to make this
8 Now, let’s look at this scenario. Had I been 8. observation and declaration.
9 afirst time African Armerican to have been in this - 9 The U.S.D.A. has given Langston University
0 particular office, what do you think I would have 10 the outreach training and technical assistance
21 thought, you see. Now, believe me, that kind of 11 program and you have been only for sometime now. -
2 stuff goes on in county offices. And it goes on 12 1 can see that some of the landowners and tenants
i3 on a daily basis. 13 that you have worked with and many of them are in
.14 And, you know, until -- I said this when.I 14 this hall. Some went through a lot of
15 was working and I will say it again. Until the 15 difficulties to get their monies and so on and so
.16 Department of Agriculture officials are willing to- 16 forth. But what I'm just trying to say is that if
17 let some heads roll, it's going to take some of 17 there's anybody who has been going through the
18 that before some folks get the message, and say to 18 1951-§, you know that, and things like that, we
19 them in no uncertain terms that if you do these 19 have a team that can help you out in packaging
20 things, you will pay. Nothing else is going to 20 that process so that you can push it through the
21 change. I could go on and on. But I will stop 21 county office as soon as you can.
22 right there. ‘ 22 But most importantly, we are working in
23 MR. WILLARD EARL DAVIS: Iam going to 23 several counties in Oklahoma and we would like, as
24 make this short because I know because we are 24 much as possible, to be involved in some of the
25 about to close on time. But Mr. Joel Schmidt, is 25 activities that you are dealing with. And that's
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1 he here or has he gone? Okay, now, he advised me 1 why we are being paid. The services are free.
2 that there are a number of minorities just got 2 And we are just there to help you out.
3 going. In other words, at this very moment 3 MR. CLARK: Thank you. We had a hand
4 they're in foreclosure and the thing that I would 4  right back here; this gentleman.
©5  like for,U.S.D.A. to do is to maybe get with him -- . 5 MR. CHARLES LONECHIEF: I want to thank
6 I'm pretty sure he will get with you -~ and try to 6.  you gentlemen, for sending correspondence to the
7 get these loans, try to get a write down, in other 7 tribe inviting us to be here. The Chairman of the
8  words, forgive these people for some of this 8 tribe wasn't able to attend today but anyway, I
9 interest, at least the interest that they owe and 9 came in his behalf. I live here in Tulsa and they
10 maybe give them a start, 10.  called and asked if I would represent the tribe.
11 . The one thing I would like to leave with you 11 Iam a tribal councilman of the Pawnee tribe. And
12 on your way back to Washington, D.C. or whatever, 12 what ] have to say has nothing to do with the
13 is that, you know, we don't really own land. It's 13 feelings of the tribe, I'm sure, but what I
14 not like owning a house or a car. Those things 14 -observed over the years growing up, and what I've
15 can be destroyed by ordinary means. But land is 15 seen in government dealings and so on. .
16 going to be here forever. We are just the 16 And what really bothers me is when I hear
17 caretaker of this property, property that our 17 people, whether the black or Indian or Asian,
18 forefather's have owned and it has gone down from 18 whatever background or even, you know, Caucasian,
19 generation to generation. And we are about to 19 they're really hurting in this country. And our
20 lose that. 20 politicians in their humanitarian efforts are
21 All T ask you to do is reconsider some of 21 willing to send millions of dollars over to AT or
22 these foreclosures for minorities because all we 22 to Somalia or to Bosnia. Well, who is going to
23 askto do is just be the caretaker. You can have 23 speak for the people here? That's what bothers
24 it in about 50 years, but let us take care of it 24 me.
25  umtil then. Thank you, very much, 25 You know, somewhere in some point in time, I
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1 think that the Americans will pull together and 1 things out. But nobody in the state office told
2 start demanding or trying to get some avenue of 2 any of these minority farmers this.
3 getting the same type of appeal to the human 3 I knew and I've sat here through this whole
4 conscience that we have people here in the country 4 meeting to see if that was even going to come out
5 that are hurting. You know, you can go over in 5 and it never did. And that bothers me. And when
6  eastern Oklahoma or anyplace, as far as that goes, 6  1testify in front of the Senate Select Committee,
7 and still find people living in shacks. I mean, 7 I'm going to bring that up and say that a state
8  you can see daylight through the cracks in the 8  director with the NRC, FHA never told a black,
9 walls of the house or maybe stars through the . 9 Hispanic or Indian farmer about this moratorium on
10 holes in the ceiling. And if money can be raised 10 the AFSA problems. And it was never brought to
11 for emergencies like floods or disasters, why 11 this meeting till T brought it up. You remember
12 can’t we save our people who are the grassroots 12 that, Terry Peach, and Ron Clark. '
13 people, the farmers that have fed the nation, you 13 MR. CLARK: We'll take one more, then
14 know, from the beginning? And that's the question 14 we're going to wrap this up. '
15 that really rolls in my mind. 15 FROM THE FLOOR: Okay. I want to ask
16 And you know, borrowing a phrase, I wish I 16 the -- what I was dealing with in asking you
17 could, you know, come up with some of these quotes 17 about, like, transfer forms. Just like -- I'm not
18 that some of the famous people have come up with, 18 actually tired of it, but I'm ready to give it up.
19 but you know, you teach people to fish; if you 19 And I would like to supervise and help my kid, you
20 hand them the fish, they will never leamn. AndI 20 know, to get a start.
21 © don't know, I would like to see not just with 21 You know, it don't look like it would be a
22 Indian tribes but with other minority groups that 22 problem with it. After I paid on it -~ actually
23 - are wanting to learn, you know. 23 I'm on the downhill payment. There looks like
24 We send Peace Corps people overseas to teach 24 there ought to be some kind of way you could
25 those people how to raise crops and how to do 25  transfer this farm without any problem with just
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1 things better, Why don't we have our inner Peace 1 $12,000 owed on it.
2 Corps to reach out to the different entities here 2 I don't see why you can't just say hey, I'm
3 in the United States? 3 tired, you know, son, you can have it now. That's
4 Now, I thank you gentlemen, That's only food 4 the way my grandpa -~ he didn't give me a farm,
5 for thought that I threw out. : 5 Dbut he gave me the chance to start farming and I .
6 MR. PHIL GIVENS: pearlie Reed, let me. 6  could plant whatever I wanted to and do it when I
7 say this: Is there not a2 moratorium that the 7 was, like, 11, 12 years old. He was 60 something
8 secretary has on minority foreclosures? 8  yearsold.
9 MR. ROMINGER: Yes, there is, The 9 MR. PEARLIE REED: Can we meet with you
10 secretary -~ ‘ 10 right after the meeting? And I'm going to ask
11 MR. PHIL GIVENS: We're just now finding 11 Randy Weber. Randy, would you raise your hand?
12 that out. Ihad to fly 2,000 miles Monday to find 12 He's the Associate Administrator of the Farm
13 that out. Somebody should have put that in the 13 Services Agency in Washington, to if we can help
14 paper that there's a moratorium on the minority 14 you. ' -
15 farmers. You can explain that, 15 MR. CLARK: We have one more hand in the -
16~ MR. ROMINGER: There's a moratorium on 16 back.
17 foreclosures on minority farmers until they can be - 17 - MR. T.C. MONROE: Yes, I'm T.C. Monroe
18 investigated to see if there's been 18  from southeast Oklahoma. I'm actually speaking on
19.  discrimination. That's in place, yes. 19 behalf of my wife, I guess. She -- there was an
20 MR. PHIL GIVENS: Good. Terry, you 20 ad in the paper on this inventory property with .
21 should put that out. I mean, we didn't get a 21 FMHA. She put in an application for it. She was
22 newsletter from you or Ron Clark or anybody in the 22 immediately turned down because she had too much
23 state office telling minorig farmers and this is 123 experience or because of this, that and the other.
24 just part of outreach. I'm not being smart, but 24 After two or three appeals, she got qualified to
25 all'of us can't fly to Washington, D.C. to find 25 buyit. '
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1 Well, in the meantime, when they ran this ad, 1 more. Is there a possibility of getting a
2 they had the price of the property, the interest 2 minority outreach person down there to work with
3 rate, the number of years. Well; after a year and . 3 the tribes?
4 a half of appeals where she got qualified for this 4 MR. PEARLIE REED: The answer is yes,
5 property, she got turned down, she got approved 5 and we will follow up with you.
6  for the loan after a year and a half so there was 6 MS. MARTHA LONG: I appreciate it. -
7 no money. What happened to the money? If the 7 Thank you.
8 money was there when this property was advertised, 8 MR. CLARK: Go right ahead, sir.
9 why shouldn't it have been there until the 9 MR. O.C. SIMPSON: Thank you. I'm O.C.
-0 property was sold? 10 Simpson, and I'm in charge of Research and
1 I understand that they got rid of county 11 Corporate Extension Program at Langston
-2 boards to some extent, which I think is a good 12 University. And I just want to say that we are
! thing; the county board in those offices has too 13 very sensitive about native Americans. However,
14 much control. They're sitting there on equal 14 I'm not involved with the outreach program, but
15 terms as you are, but yet they can control who 15 just to show you our commitment to native
16 gets a loan and who don't. I think that puts the 16 Americans in the Cherokee Nation area in
17 individual to a disadvantage. That's all I have 17 Tahlequah, we have an office there that's set up
18 to say. Thank you. : 18 purely to service primarily the Cherokee Nation
19 MR. CLARK: Thank you. Time for one 19 but that program is for youth.
20 more. I see a hand back there. ' 20 But I offer this challenge today that if
21 FROM THE FLOOR: Again, I would like to 21 someone that’s in the Cherokee Nation area that
22 thank the panel and everybody. I hope when I go 22 can locate for us a qualified person who is
23 back to Okmulgee office to put in for another 23 .  willing to work in extension and work primarily
24 loan, it won't be throwed in the trash after this 24 with the Cherokee and other tribes, then by
25 meeting. This man filled it out -- his group and 25 George, we'll employ them and locate them in our
' Page 103 Page 105
1 I know it was involved for you (sic). So 1 office in Tahlequah. Thank you.
2 hopefully, after this meeting it will be better. 2 MR. CLARK: Thank you.. Any other
.3 Thank you. : 3 comments? '
4 MR. CLARK: Thank you. That's what 4 MR. WILLIS ROBEDEAUX: Ronnie, one quick
-5 we're all about. With that -- one more? 5 comment. By the way, I'm Willis Robedeaux. I put
6 MS. MARTHA LONG: I noticed another 6 in for a loan at the Stillwater National Bank. ‘I
7 problem that we had is that native Americans have 7 got my feed and everything through the BIA, I got
8 no land grant college in Oklahoma. And you take 8 it in my possession, I took it to Stillwater Bank.
9 Langston University, for example, that has the 9 And there's a deal that's supposed -- the banks
! minority outreach program. Is that what we call 10 are supposed to work with you on a loan. AndI
11 this, project outreach? There really is nothing 11 worked with this lady through the BIA. she got so
! that concentrates on native Americans. And yet I , 12 tired of working with them after two years, we
.3 ‘realize that you do them through the colleges, but 13 just gave it up.
4 what do native Americans do? Because I know this 14 So that's what we put up with, you know. The
-5 is sponsored through FSA and NRCS. 15 program, it says that it's there and she was
26 " FROM THE FLOOR: Now, I'm native 16 willing to work with me, yet through the BIA and
27 American, and they gave me all kinds of help at 17 . ev ing, it was all turned down. She got tired
8 Langston. 18 of messing with me. But I think somebody ought to
9 MS. MARTHA LONG: Right. But I would 19 see somebody up there in Washington about the BIA,
120 like to see more concentration, since we don't 20 too. A
21 have a land grant college in Oklahoma, if there's | 21 ' MR. CLARK: Thank you, Willis. With
22 a possibility of -- I know that they do help 22 that, let's wrap this up.
23 native Americans. Well, they have been over to 23 It's been a very informative session. And we
24 the Sac and Fox. However, we don't have that - 24 do appreciate your time and we do appreciate you
25 access, you might say, and I would like to see 25 coming and being with us today and sharing your
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1 concerns. With that, I would like to turn it back
2 to Deputy Rominger to make some final comments.
3 MR. SAM COMBS: Could I ask some
4 questions before we dismiss? Are transcripts of
5 this meeting going to be available?
6 MR. CLARK: Yes.
7 MR ROMINGER: I vvant to thank all of
8  you for coming here todey. Secretary Glickman is
9  serious about resolving problems at U.S.D.A. with
10 our programs with how our customers are treated.
11 This action team that he has appointed has a big
12 job, as you can see. They are hearing a lot of
13 things from you and othérs around the country.
14
15 1 want to thank the members of the action
16 team here who are spending a lot of time, and will
17 be for at least the next month, in listening to
18  your concerns and then coming up with some
19 recommendations to the secretary on how we can
20 improve the situation at U.S.D.A. both for you,
21 our customers and for the employees in US.D.A.
22 - So again, thank you all for coming, thank you
23 for hosting us here today. And we're going to be
24 working on these issues. Thank you.
25 {Whereupon, the proceeding was concluded.)
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