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PROCEEUDINGS

GROUND RULES FOR SESSION

MR. WILKES: I.have sitting here Vic
‘Simpson, whovwill actualiy be .our time keéper for
the day. You'll start off. There will be a five-
miﬁute éresentatidn. After you get down to one
minuﬁe, hé will have a sign that actually says one
minute left) and‘I hope that we will have‘the
couftesy‘to summarize and give our other members in
the audieﬁce én opportunify to speak.

So 1if you'would.help me out with that, we
will t}y to:get as mény people as we possibly can‘
to the podium. This list is steadily growing. We
have some 70 names that's’on here, but we want to
tr? to give everfbody an opportunity to speak.

The second thing is that when you came 1in,

you were‘given a copy.of a program. Hang on to

that program because that will be your meal ticket
today. After ﬁhis session is over with, thanks to
thé federation of Souther@ Cooperatives, they are
going to furnish a meal here, so hold on to that

and that will beAyour ﬁeal ticket.
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Aléo, is there anyone here that is_in need
of a signer? We have a.signer here, and if you
need a signer, if you would identify.yourself, then
we will try td make sure that you can get whefe
that you can see this persan.

‘Having said that, then we’ve about got
eve:ything in order there. I also want to let yoﬁ
know that if you do not wish to submit Qritten
comments but still would like to have your voice
heard ana your concerns met, there’'s aﬁ Sooznumber,
there’'s an e-mail address as well as a ‘TDD number
that should be oh your ?rogram(« I_would‘encourage
you to utilize those mechanisms &s far as making
sure that the Secretary and the team have heard
YOur concerns.

i want to say agailn, this is an
oppoftunity to listen to you. We won’t have a
period whereby we can actually have an interaction
of comménts back, but the Secretary and this team
is here to listen to what.your concerns are and
let’'s see if we can{t'lét them know what'’s on your

mind.
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With that in mind, we are going to begin
this session, and the wéy that I will actually’run
that is that I will call_th; name of the person‘
thét will come to the miké first and I will also
call the name of the person that will be there
second. I Would like toAalszt have the next
hitter up. ANe wili call that ﬁamé.

| So the first person that I'm éoing to ask
to come to the mike is Mr. Bili Brown from Belzoni,
Mississippi. Aﬁd the second person that needs to
be getting;ready after Mr.'Brown”will‘be~Mr. Bobby
G. Jones frdm Mendenhall,.Mississippi.
| PROGRAM PA?TICIPANTS‘ ADQRESS
PANEL WITH ISSUES QF CONCERN
MR: BROWN: Mr. Wilkes, thank you for thié

opportunity. Let me welcome all of youApéople for

being here today, and to our Congressman, I would

like ‘'to say, a lot of us can’t come to Washington

and state our grievances, and to the Secrétary, Mr.
Glickman, and Mr. Wilkes. We want to thank you all
for bringing Congressmen from Washington to

Miésiésippi to the catfish capitol of the world,
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which is Humphrey’s County. Thank you.
‘My [indiscernible]} for the record'’s séke,
bmy’namé is Willie f. "Bill" Brown. I live on a
family farm south of here, 20 miles, my father
puréhased November 19} i1919. 'We»are stillithere
farming.

The year of ‘94, I had a aisaster. I went
in to the ASCS office hére in Humphrey’s County to
file forAdisaster. I hold a folder here. Now |
1is§en, so you won't think I'm a racist.

named ‘everything, but I’'m just going to state what

at the time gave me. When I went in, I gualified
for ﬁheldisaster. A’ young fellow from Mississippi
State over there, someone they sent here to be over
there vesterday [indiscerniblel the locél county

He got the

didn‘t even know what a farm were.

fellow to do the survey and to write them down

there.

And in ‘this fellow that I hold in my hand,
his [indiscerniblel, I’ve got the entomologist

report and everything, his remarks to me when I
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Qent in, he said, "I’'m sorry, Mr. Bréwn; ‘we caﬁnét
do anything for'you even though you are eligible
for it." He éaid, "Your neighbor 49 times, you 47
times, " which‘meané if I had affofd two more times,
I would‘have been‘eligibie for’disgster.

But that’s not the main thing‘here. The
main problem here, he left me on bank plus $10,000.
Now, how can:l recover from it? I\had‘to go into
my saving this year going to pay'the interest on
it. That's because this gentleman made this
decision. "He told me I.hadva chance to come for a
public hearing. I go there for a‘hearing and then
they‘re~going to refer me fé»Jacksoﬁ. I meén,.
what’s going to happen?

" And let me'say, and if I’'m understanding
this new farm bill right, th¢ local ASCS committee
mehber in each county, when you go in to apply fdr
a loan from Farmers.Home, you know, you
consolidated, you got a new name for them, but we
cal;~them Farmers Home, ASCS, and‘Soil Consefvation
in the‘State of Mississippi, but you know you walk

through [indiscernible].
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Now, the problem is, thesevfellowS;in the
future are going to look at.who will get a loan in
the local county and this doesn’t need to be that

way. Thank you.

MR. WILKES: Thank you, Mrl Brown.

Mr. Jones? The néxt pers;n up will be Mr.
Johnscn/ Mr. Billy Johnson from Madison County.

MR. JO&ES:' Thank you; Mr. Secretary, for
being here. Thank yoﬁ, Mr. Thompsén,.Mr. Wilkes,
and all you‘otheré whose ‘interests and efforts have
resulted in such a gathéring as'this.

I have farmedvfor over 30 yeérs. I am
also a Béptist miniéter, éouthern Baptist, a fact
that I woula be hesitant to mention were it not for
the fact that oﬁrtPresident is also Southern
Baptist.

I'm‘ih the 37th year as pastpr_pf a small
rural church! While a ministerial studeqt’yet‘ih
college,AI dedicated my ministry to the rural area.

I was moved to do this by the results of a study

more of the top leadership in every area of
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American life came from rural areas or small towns
of 2,500 or less;‘ | - o | - :

In thé last.Presidential‘eleétion, Mr.
Clinton, as we know, is from Hope, Arkansas. Mr. |
Dole, ffovaussell,«Kansash ‘Perhaps the Secretary .;
has rural roots, also. I have flown over Kansas.
It lookéd like the whole Stéfe is rg;al.

[Laughter.]

3Mﬁ. JONES: But the rural area of
Mississippi and the small towns.are stili the most
fertile ground‘which grows and the most--well,
least bolluted reservoirs from.whicﬁ flows still
the best leadership.that we’have in this gfeat
count;y of ‘ours.

I was‘wondgring where Jefry Rice was | E
raised. I know that Brett Favre was from down hefe x
at a croésroads comdunity célled Kilﬁ, Mississippi.
The fu?gl éreas are worth saving, Mr. Secretary.
Yoﬁ have indiéated thét in yourvépeech and by your
presence here today. |
Whenvi beganvmybministry in the rural

area, cognizant of ' the noble mandate of the Farmers
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Home Administration, and because we had mutual
interests, I always felt a kindred spirit with

.them. |

Now, I must state to you some grave

as has already been said, to suggest that the
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disappointments and concerns. It would be unfair, f
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other farm organization, by policy and intent

intends to discriminate against anybody, but we

know that it happens. Therefore, it follows that

short on moral rectitude and long on arrogance and

sense of immunity.

I believe for you to be effective in your

expressed efforts, Mr. Secretary, you need some

specific cases. I have two, and I hope my time

will permit me to get to them. My friend Jim lives
: r

four miles south of me. He had a 350-acre farm and
!
|
!
|
|
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he was foreclosed. He went to the Farmers Home
Administration in his county and he begged to buy

his farm back. The Farmers Home Administration in

that county offered to sell him his farm back at
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the price of $250,000, which was ridiculous and
precluded Jim from any coﬁsideration. Jim walked
aWay,'dejeéﬁed.

But the Farmérs Homé.Adhinistration in -

tha; county only appréised thé farm at $130,000. I
have a copy of the appraisal. And then'Farmers
Home sold the farm at‘auctipn'or $65,000 to a
weaithy businessman who was a nOn-farmér and a
member of the Board of‘Supervisoré in that county.
Now, my friéndsJ that’svwrong.

 ANow; my‘othér example'that I want to use.

here is entirely personal. For eight years, I have

‘been trying to prevent this same experience from

happening to me. 1In 1987, Congress passed a law
which was aAgodsena through the United States
Congress; the 1987 Agricultural Credit Act. I
qualified and no oné has ever questioned the fact
that' I éualifiéa‘for one érqvision of that law.
That.provision was net recovery.buyback. As a
matter and a‘right under law, I had a right to net
recovery buyback. That was more important--that

was so essentially important, I can’t tell you how
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important.

At the same time, I qualified 372 acres
for the CR? program, which made the opportunity for
me'pé buy my farm back at net recovery value
entirely feasible. I{ﬁ here to tell you that I‘did
not geﬁ it. -

The Farmers Home Administration willfully,
inteﬁtionally, arbitrarily, capriciouély‘denied my
family and me thé opportunity to buy our farm back
at net recovery buybaék. I have the whole record
here in my handAthat answers e#ery guestion and
removes every aoubt regaraing the fact that it was.
willful and intentional.

MR. WILKES: Thank you, Mr. Jones.

MR. JONES: ©Oh, I'm sorry.

MR. WILKES: We want to continue to get
your comments. Mr. Jones, 1f you would submit
those comments, we will be4m6re ﬁhan happy to get
those.

‘Mr. Johnson, and neXt}up will be Ms.
Dorothy Johnson after Mr. Billy Johnson.

" MR. JOHNSON: 1I'm Billy D. Johnson, born
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and raisedAin Madison County. I;ve been a little
farm boy'éll my life, still planning on being és
long as I live, although I‘ve built bridées
throughout Mississippi for 37-and-a-half yearé;

My complaint is they’re out of money.
They give me the run around. I° 11 make it short,
sinde he used a little extra time, but he’didﬁ't do
nothing wrong.‘ |

‘But I signéd up to get a little livestock
farm on my property. He went out and looked at<my
lana and said I didn’t have enough grazing land. i
asked him, how about Qhere I‘lived at Madison had
almost 2§ acres past the land, house, and garden.on
down there. Then his story was, we're out'of
moﬁey. |

Numberi£wo was he sent me over to thevSoil

Conservation Office, s6 I met with Mr. Kim Oates.

He looked the land over and he said, "Yes, sir," he
said, "you qualify." So I got a ‘dozer up there
and started clearing. I got the--he sent his. man

out to survey and pdnd, and, of course, I didn’t

know nothing about having to go through the board
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and get a letter of anything. When somebody tells
me, "You can start bﬁilding a pbnd," I've beeﬁ used
to--whenever the engineer tells me to build a
bridge, that’s what i‘didl

So we started builaing a pond. We built
it and they inspected it and said it lacked about
18 incheé, two foot.of'being_tall enough to the
specification. The ﬁgn finished doing it‘and then
I cited it and called them and they came out and
inspeéted it and said eQerything was okay,‘to get ;
all my figures together, what I paid the contradtori
to build my pond and everything and tﬁrn it in. !

I tufned it éll in, waited ébou; a month i
and a half, and hadn’t got no answer,.éo I went up
to ask them ébout it and they's;id, "Willie, 1et me
look and see. It hasn’t been processed." The'next
time, I went back and they said, well, ﬁhey éaid
they hadn’t gotten the literature to us. Then the i
next time I weﬂt back and they said, well, vyou
hadn'’t beén approved is the reééon they hadn’t got..
it . to me. I didn’t know nothihg about the

approvai, I mean, didn’t know by them mentioning it

. f
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to me that I héd go be approved. 'So that’'s my
story. | |

Aﬁd number two 1is, Madison Count? has got
a no—till seed maéhine. It takes a 1ﬁ0 hp tractor
to pull the thing. Awhen us litﬁle‘farmérs, just .
small aéreage and things, Qe don’t have that
tractor and it gosts’too much to fent a tractor
from, say, John Deere] the John Deefe peop;e that
own the other part. They got it through the
county. I asked them last year about maybe getting
a.séall one. So they said,hwell, we don‘t see a
bodf [2]1. So tﬁgt‘s‘the4lést thing-l heard about
it, and ivthank you,

MR. WILKES: Ms. Johnson, Dorothy Johnson
from Sunflowér County. And the next pérson up ié
Mr. I.H. Monﬁgomerf.v |

MRS. JQHNSON: I believe i,came with the
Qrong sﬁory today. We should have»had this meeting
several years ago when I was‘applying in the Farm .
Creditléystém;

'But<£oday4 Mr. Secretary, Congressman

Thompson, and distinguished membersvéf the panel, -
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lmy name is Dorothy Johnson. I'm a farmer from

Sunflower County, Mississippi, where my husband and;
I férm 1;806 acres of wheat, rice, soybeans, and :
corn. I also serve as'Vice,Presidént‘of 4 '5
Mississippi Women Involved in Farm Economics. E
I'm here today to address what I feel the
most common &omplaiﬁt régarding USDA services and ;
program delivery. My Representative in the Second E
District, ﬁ.s. Representative Bennie Thompson, has E
¢alleé the pfoblem, and I quote, "a pattern of é
neglect against small‘and‘minority'farmers b? the g
. 1
Department of Agriculture.. Obviously, the race ;
issue is there. There’s also a.problem to small g
farmefs in'general." |
This attitude of neglect is demeaning to i
all farmers, regérdless of race or gendef.' An FSAvé
‘loan‘aéplicant is due the same respect and E
assistance granted any'borrower at any bank in theI
private sector. , ' , E
Concerning the delays in getting a loan E
appfbved, and those complaints are genuine, we née%

to know how the processing system could be . %
: i
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16.'.

overtaxed‘and'baéklogged'with the compﬁter'systems
available today and recognizing the fact that the
number of farmers, less than two million now, has
Abeeﬁ decimated in the'past ten_years; resulting in
fewer filed applications. And let me tell you,-
friénds, I came-within a heartbeatvof.being one of
those farmers put out of business.

The turharouﬁd time from application
filing date to loan closing and fund disbursement
far exceeds the 45 days considered adeguate for the
majority of appliéations, _Some‘applications filed
in February have been closed és late as Juné and
July; causing serious credit problems with
suppiiers. Not only at the present time but down
the £oad, that credit rating follows you.

Then another one on the papérwork. The_
forms and regulations‘a bérrﬁwe£ muSt use for loan
application are cumbersoﬁe, complicated. The
regulations are not readily available to the public
and the forms are:reduﬁdant.

This is discriminatory in that those

individuals unfamiliar with the terminoiogy and
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forms must pay a consultant to package‘their loan.
‘A hiéh pexrcentage of FSA borrowers hire assistanée,
which should be available from their FSA loan
officer and‘for which they have pa;d in the loan
oriéination feé. |

And graduation assistance, FSA offers
little assistance to borrowers in graduating them
from guaranteed léans to conventional lbans. Once
the borrower is eligible for‘a 90 perceht guaréntee
with a three-year line of credit, at the end of
that period, the ‘lending institution could provide
aﬁvautomaﬁic graduation to a direct conventional
loan with that lender. This would enable those

creditworthy individuals to utilize the credit

history developed over the past three-year perioa
of'guarantee. | |
Now, wémen in agriculture. AIt seems to,
me, and from talking to my peers, the single
largesé problem for women is to be taken se}iously
by the financial community. This seems to be
especially true for women who continue to operate

the business during the illness, and that was my
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18 -
case, or after the death of their husband.
Bankers, chemical, fertilizer, aﬁd seed companies
are often leery of extending credit to widows or
WOmén funning‘their own enterprise. I‘beliéve that f
equalityiis nearly impossible to legislate, whethér
race oOr génder,wand perhaps the better route for
women would be to provide educational tools.

In conclusion, women involved in farm
economics recommend that all>agricultural lending |
institutions adopt agricultural lending policies
which_@ill ensure producefs'will be treated fairly
and equitably in obtaining credit. In addition,
thosé leﬁding agencies should adopt policies which
ensure that all produ¢ers have access to fair and
competitive interest rates. I don’t know what the
FSA loan interest rate ié, but most banks’charge
two over prime aﬂd that’s pretty steep when it
comes to farm financing.

We urge ail agricultural insﬁi;utions to
develop §rograms which addrgss the special needs of
young, beginning, and)or low-equity farmers. In

addition, it asks:Congress to pass legislation
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designed to assist young, beginning, and low-eguity

‘farmers--sorry.

MR. WILKES: Thanks, Mrs. Johnson.
Mr. Montgomery, and when you come, would

you please come close to the mike so we can make

sure that you are being heard. After Mr.

Montgomery, we are going to ask Mr. Walter Roberts.
MR. MONTGOMERY: Thank you. I am not
going to take up my time addressing all of vyou,

to all the dignified guests and all of my fellow

people in the same shoes I am, who am I? I'm I.H.

Montgomery, Jr. I'm from 30 miles east of here in

Holmes County, between Lexington and Durant.

born on the farm. I grew up with a widow my first

ten years of a slave. My grandfather was born in

1861. That was all he did, was farm.
did I catch so much hell trying to farm in modern

times.

I am an 8{a)-certified contractor. I'm

I paid the price.

1996 Minority Small Business Person of the Year.
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To keep in with time, I said that to say this.

Aboutvtwo weeks ago, I was called by a
Distrigt'Difectpr and accused of defrauding the
ﬁnited Statés deefnmént by not doing some work,
which was'a $25 job. With the contracts I got, I

would not to defraud the government of $25. They

didn’'t ask me one question, an acting District

Director--
\ﬁR. GLICKMAN: Of what, of SBA or of the--
MR. MONTGOMERY: No. No. No. Rural
Developﬁent.
MR. GLICKMAN: Rufal Deveidpment,‘okay.

'MR. MONTGOMERY: And Mr. Glickman, I'm

_going tolgive you an envelope with a letter from

the StétevDirector along wifh some of my
qualifications and séme photograﬁhs of'héuses that

I have managed and some thaﬁ others did: The last
time I took it to somebody, they let the ?ersog who
was doing the dirt answer the,questioné. Mr?
Thompson, that’s almost like 1etting the fox answer
to the chickgns.

I've had experience as a farmer. I neverx

" MILLER REPORTING CO., INC.
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lwaiting on a farmer to come. This Afro-American

got ‘a loan from'Rural Development or Farmers Home
because I had to put up 73 acres of land with

tractors. and equipment, 35 head of grown cows and

two bulls for $2,200. I didn’t need the money that

bad. I was blessed to get it elsewhere.

I've been an employee, I‘’ve been an

Assistant Loan Supervisor, and I‘ve been a

contractor since 1986. It’'s been some incidents

that’s bad.

I'm reminded of a conversation in Yazoo

County'at Little Yazoo. My younger son and I-were

came_ﬁp with a little dump truck and he got a Coke

and he said, "What are you doing here?" I said,

I'm checking farmers [indiscernible] and crop

equipment. He laughed. He said, "You can take a

little ribbing. You look like a friendly fellow."

|
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He said, "Forty-seven or eighq(

I said, "Go ahead.™"
‘ !

or fifty," he said, "they’re going to run you out

of this county, talking about checking a white
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man‘s crop." ;
l

i
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I laughed, but let me tell you, that laugh
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came back to haunt me two or three years ago. They @

wduldn’t.let'mé'check a crop. I went to
Congressman~Thompson}s office. They called the
StatelDirector..‘The§ called the County Supe;visbr.
He gold the County Supervisor, ‘he said, they géﬁ
tired of calling your answefing éerviqe. “Well, my
office stayed open there from 8 to 5. I Calied 36

times to this person’s house and they would not

‘answer the phone. .

‘I drove out thefe afterAbeing told by the
county éffice he’s out thére. ,I went there becéuse
his father said, "GQ out there.and look’at ig."

You can’t do a crop [indiscernible] inspecti§n by
looking atvit: There are questions you‘have'to
ask. I‘didn’t get to check it, a;though I waé paid
for it. | |

My point is, nothing has really changéd
since 1947. This fellow and I laughed. Nothing
has really changed.

Several years ago, I did crop
[indiscernible]'iﬁspections iﬂ‘Yazoo, Bolivar, and

Claiborne County. They did not want to pay me. I
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don’t want .to take up a lot of time. I went to the

State Director to get my money that time and it was

Mr. Hulk [ph.]. I had a 9:00 appointment. I got
there at 8:30. I don’t like to be late. The
District Director took the invoices down. He said,

"But don’t go through it, Montgbmery, because
they’re going to get you." |

As a result, what he meaﬁt by that was I’'d
ﬁever get another contract, ahd believe you me, I

have not. As a result, a lot of contracts were

voided under the head the lots are larger in

_District 2, but they took a count out'Of the

district‘and it didn’t wait.

I have to cut it short, bﬁt I will say
there are some things. A lady in a county office
told me after two months-that yéur money hadn’t

even been ordered. The County Supervisor in this

to wait on my money. Mr. Secretary, I have

invoices that’s five months old in that office

everything.

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC.
507 C STREET, N.E.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002
{202) 546-6666

letter, it was promised that I would no longer‘have‘

|
;
|
i
!
|
i
i
|
i
|
i
!

right now. I have. personally carried them ovef"an&

;
i
[
i
f
i
|
t

|
:
2
|




24ﬁ
I don’t want to go over, and I can talk
for a long'timé, becauseKMr. Thomﬁson, you are all
our repfesentative. I have my businéss ca:d and my
position paper iﬂ, Mr. Glickman. I was doing an A
inspection once and the farmer told me, you don’t
have to see the tractors. The last one, yes, I

know. He took itvby telephone. " That’s why they

could always be cheaper than me. I could sit on

‘the telephone and do an inspection.

In conclusion, I’'m . going to do like the
rest of them. Mr. Secretary, because we have a
black persoﬁ‘aoeé noﬁ ever meaﬁ that we're goiﬁg to
gét equal treatmént; SOmetimés, it means.worSe
treatﬁeﬁt. | |

In conclusion,uthe last thing, I'm going
to presenﬁ you this, and I would ask you to take
your time énd look it over because'it’é not one
'QOrd of a lie in,;here. |

MR.,GLICKMAN: Thank you.

[Applausé.]

MR.‘WILKEés ‘Wevhéve Mr. Roberts, and the

next peréon up will be Sammy Sutton.
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MR. ROBERTS: Thank you, Mr. Wilkes. "My

name 1is Walter Roberts. I am a practicing-

| veterinarian in several counties here in the V :

Mississippi delta, par;icﬁlérly Humphrey’s County.
I am a fish farmer and I also farﬁ beef cattle.
First of all, let me give‘thanks to God :
almighty, our Congréssman, and our Secretary of
Agriculture fof‘allowing me this opportunity.

I applied for a loan through Farm

!
!
i
t
|
!

Serviées. At thevtime-i applied, Mr. George Irvingf
was head of Farmers Home. HeAand'I, along with thei
District, the County Supervisor, we had agreed on |
the selling price of a piece ofbproperty"that I hadf
purchased that was in inveﬁtory. That application
started the summer of 1995. We finally closed that!
loan October of ‘96. ;
éut before the closing took élace, there :

was things that was instituted during that process
to make thé propertylless desirable. They told me
that Mr. Norton--Jackie Norton told me at one point&
. : I
there was no money available to.purchase the : i

property, and I couldn’t understand that. Why havel
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me to go through filling put all of thbsélpapers
and at thé véry end yvyou tell me there is no money?
The loén'application started with Mrs.
Jeﬁkins, Which was a Supervisoi hgre in ﬁhe
Humphrey'’s County office, Then Mr. Norton came inA
and took over it when they had to merge Service and

Rural Development. At that point, Mr. Norton gave

»my application to a young man in the Holmes County

office. At some point, the application was préﬁty
close to being completed and we~we£e moving”pretty
good on the applicétiond

Mr. Norton took the application frém theﬂi
young man and .sat on it up until December. We met
with Mr. Norton at Guaranty Ag Credit office along:
wiﬁh:members of tﬁe Congressman's office.'lmf;
Norton himself--no one pressured him--ﬁe said that,
we willrhave this loan closed in February. This

was December, December of ’'95.

We went, we talked to Mr. Norton, we met’
with him again in January. TheAapplicatioanas not
completed. That application,'that locan--and what I

did not understand, he told me that the applicationl

.MILLER REPORTING CO., INC.

507 C STREET, N.E.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002
(202) 546-6666

26




|
!
i
i
i
|
]
|
|
]
!
!

, 271
was completed. Then he in turn tells me that there

£
}
: i
was no money. ]

Now, my question was to Mr. Norton, if !

there was no money and you submitted the
application, then when we met at Guaranty Ag
office, you tell me that the applicétion is not
complefe. So we gé back and we put things in the
application that was missing. Aftér those things_
Qas added, thaﬁ application just sat theré ?or

several months until I involved the Congressman’s

office. Then the application started to move
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along.
Then they came in and told me that, hey, !
look, we have 120-some acres of wetlands on the

property. That was no the original agreement that

we had when the properﬁy was advertised. The !
property was advertised one way and they sold it i
i

So we had to go to Washington and gepb
!

i

another way.

the wetlands taken out, which delayed me stocking

1

?

those ponds, getting my money. Then I had to go
. . ) ]
back and make another loan.  So here I am, thinking

that I'm going to pay one price for the property,
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ending up paying.two prices for the property:
| The other ﬁhiﬁg'that I 'wanted to talk
abodt was thé ASCS committees. Someone has already
talkedvabout that. There‘é'nolway that a minoriti

farmer or socially disadvantaged farmer can succeed

‘in farming -at any level if these people sitting on

these committees reviewing the loan package,
reviewing what’s come available in terms--in my ‘.
case, in the hills, I have erosion on my property.

I have applied for assistance,‘havé not been able

to get that assistance.

Yes, we do have a minority sitting as an
alternaté member on these committees, but they
don’'t have aﬁy épportunity to vote. Their voice is
really not heard. 'Farming for a minérity>farmer
cannot exist if they don’t have-a voice and come
back'énd‘bring information to those farme?s that
are not in a position td'maké those'meetin§s and to
understand those'rules and regulations that is
available for them in terms of aésisténce‘ Thank
you.

MR. WILKES: Thank you, Dr. Roberts.
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We hdve Mr. Sammy Sutton up and the next
perscn after that will be a Mr. Rodalton'ﬁart,

MR. SUTTON: Good morning. My name 1is
Sammy Sutton. I;m the Vice President of the
Misgiséippi Delta Chapter of SCLC, the Southern
Christian Leadefship Confeience.

. To the Honorable Dan Glickman and the
Honorable Bennie Thompson and staff, I’m.here today
to request an immediate investigation into the
allegatiohs of discrimination, Lindiscernible]
practice, and double staﬁdards experienced by
Africah—Ameriéan farmeis in Mississippi. This
experience by African-American farmers ‘in
Mississippi. yields especiaily‘in regards in the
unfair léaﬁ practice of the FHA and local{lending
institutions, after American farmers have
historicaliy been denied equai’access to programs
and Federal dollars administered by your agency in
Mississippi.

These discriminatory practices over the
years ha?e led ﬁo the disproportiénaﬁe foreclosure.

and loss of property of many Mississippi African-
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American farmers. The MissiSsippivDélta SCLC
considers this matter to be of an émergency nature
because of the African-American- farmers who have
been forced out of business. .Thank you.

MR. WILKES: fhank‘you.

Mr. Ha?t? The next person who will ge up -
after Mr. Hart will be a Mr. Berlon Brazil.

MR. HART: VMr.‘Secfeﬁary, Mr. Congressman,

Pearlie, Homer, and the distinguished'staff at the

podium, I am Rodaltoﬁ Hart; We are a farmer in
Hoimes County; We'have a éreat source of
information to present to you. 'Timé wi1l>not allow
it.

»I'havé in the future dealt with in
Congress; preseht the problems thét we are now
discussing:today, It’s on the shelf. It’s in
writing. We' ve béen in info sharing. We tesﬁified
before five secretaries prior to you, Mr. Glickman.
The information that the‘farmers are saying across
the country is true. It’s not that you have not
heard it before, not you directly, but your

predecessors. It’s true.
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The problem lies within Congress, the
intent in Waéhington to come from Washington to the
state'lével. When it gets to the state level, your
problem lies from the stéte to'your disﬁrict to
your county. Those people are controlling and are
implementing the prqblems'that farmers have‘today.
Example, you all number one priority and
you are'oVer every agency there is in USDA, namely
0scCs, ASCS, Soil Conservatidn.‘ The practices for
non-point water pollution are there. TYoﬁr goals
and objec;ives, énd thié is anhexaméle, are to
whatever the cost it takes to make sure that you
make sure that environment issues ére addfessed and
the practice are performed on farm debt are
eligible. Minofipies and black farmérs are the
farmers that you have the most highly non-
proauctive soil in the state. We have'to’eat
peanuts and popcorn when the others can enjoy steak
and pork.

-My point is ;hat’we, my brotﬁer and my
family, we are foﬁr genérations of farmers. My

family set right there. My grandfather come out of

' MILLER REPORTING CO., INC.
507 C STREET, N.E.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002
- (202) 546-6666

i
{
!
t
|
I

:
[
i
|

E

'
i
i
I
!
i
1
!
!
{
i
|
|
|
i




mpd -

32 .
slavery into New Orleans and come up here, bought
propefty. There left my dad, there left his daa,
lefﬁ my dad, and leaving us, and then my son is
there for me not to leave him nothing. We’ve gdt
five brothers. It was ohly 6ut of that generation
with three_sons,‘with my father was the only son to
carr? on their legacy and those ﬁhree brothers gpt

together and hoped that they would have a son, and

fhe produced eight sons.

And out of that eight_sons, we have some
sons tryiné to take oﬁ what ﬁhey héve put together
and ﬁhe Federal,Government is legally destroying
us, not only on a local level but they‘are =Le}
impaétiﬁg until‘théy'go.to the national level and
using Federal pedple to destroy us, and I would
méke ;hose commeﬁts in the 'back, which not should
be flexible here because of legal allegations.

. My testimony is that the.ASCS committees,
and you look at the farmers that are on there,
their farm, if it’'s grass, if it’s old foii pipes
[?1, if it's‘wéter structurés, they héve not a

single erosion problem that runs off into the
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stream. It doesn’t méan‘they’ve got all the oil
foil pipes,.they go dowﬁ all the terfaces;‘they got
all their divergence. They even got recreation
lakes.
When we apply for grass and we épply with
the spring,’that's the highest priqrity in USﬁA, we
was turned down. Now, the investigation is in
Litﬁle Rock, Arkansas, saying that you’re not
eligible to have grass on lands which the USDA is
saying that all you’‘ve got to haVe is at least——ail
you’ve got to havé is to maintain the practice for
fiVé years and all youfve gét to be is eligible.
The same communities, ﬁhe same organizations, the
same board‘sat on that cdﬁmittee last year and got
five practicing board members. |

It’s time to stop. Time won't allow us to
do what wé’need to do. .We’ve éot a serious
problem. I’'ve been stating it for the last ten
yvears. We started in 1986 with Congressman'Espyv
and we are continuing it in 1997.

MR.‘GLICKMAN: Can I just aék you a

gquestion? What you’re saying is the board got the
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dollars for-themselves?

MR. HART: The board, the ASCS board is a

Farm Service Center board. The people that sit on

that committee are the people_that rece%ve most of
the benefits. Look at‘their,farms, and if OIG
would do the investigation, if they investigate
right, they would see that those people are the
ones that are réceiving ali the benefits/ back up
with yoﬁr paymeht limitation, back up with your
payment’limitati§n on farmioperatiﬁg.

Thosé férmers‘that havevlo, 15, and 20

entities with grandmothers farming, with children

farming, with [indiscernible] farming,*with Bby

Scouts farming are5not_investigated. Theipeople

that are legal are the ones that they are making

examples out of.. These things aretfactual. They
are there. What you are doing is putting the fox
in the henhouse. The people that own the gins are

the ones that makes their yield and that’s what
draws your payment.
On your minority farmers, when you set the

yield payments in 1985 on the ‘95 farm bill, those
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farmers set their yields at 1,000 to 1,200 to 15
pound yields. These.aré the ones that are
collecting the payments; Your farmers that
‘inherit, as in my case, and I'm educated enough to
understand.procedu;es and read them and then,farm
sciéntifitaliy»ehough to compéte with anybody. 'All
we ask is a level playing field. If‘yéu give me
the samé opportunities that’you give the other
farmers, I will'perform. If I don’t ﬁa&é that
level playing field, I cannoﬁ perform, Mr.

Secretéry.

' These are things that you can‘t tell in

five minutes. These are the problems that are out
there.  These are the problems that need to be
corrected. Thank vyou.

MR. GLICKMAN: Thank you.

}[Applauseﬁl

MR. WILKES: I want go reiterate the fact
thaﬁ it’s very important that you speak directlf
into the mike. The presentations are being
recorded because this is informationAthat will be

collected énd a packet will be put together for th
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Secretary. So we want to make4$ure tha; you speak :%,
into the mike sbxyou can actually be heard. ’

We have Mr. B?aéil up now and the next
pérsoﬁ fhat will be coming up will be Mr. Lloyd
Schafer.

MR. BRAZIL:  Hi; My name ié,Berlon
Brazil. .I'farm here ianumphrey's County, as well

as I'm a member of the Board of Supervisors.

I'd like to bring you back to the vyear

l1995. 1'm speéking'for others than myself.

Nineteen—ninety—fiQe was a disaster year. "Some of
us,:like myself, qualified for thié low-interesﬁ
ELM money. You had to have a pefcentége of 40
percent or leés;vor Qreater, in order to qualify.

The ASCS people heré in Humphrey's County,
the womén aré doing a terrific job. We don’'t have
any problem with them whatsoever. We qualified.
They gave me theAamount that I quaiified‘for.

Then it was ﬁurhed over to Mri‘Jadkie
Nortbn at Lexington, during which t;me he held the
case from October uﬁtil May. During this time, I

paid a CPA ove} $3,000 in order to get all the
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information he was requesting. He led me up to the |

|
month of May and then he said, "Well, you can’t get

the money because you don’t‘pass the test of |
credit," test bf credit meaﬁing if you are able to !
go out and borrow against'your property; your home,
or whatever anywhere in the world, you can’t get
the money from the ASCS, even’though it’s ELM

money, emergency loan money. _ : ' - !
Well, my qﬁestioh is, I have a fellow
working for me. He put in an application. Now, he
had‘a'coiofed feilow helping him in Lexington. I
got Jackie‘Nérton. ﬁe got his loan. I didn’t get
a~thing bﬁt a §3,000 bill from the CPA. Do you all
think that’s right? I mean, I'm glad he got his
loan - *Hé works for me, too, but he got his loah}
It locks like I'd have been better off if I’d had
the black man helping me instead of the white.

Tﬁe man-I’m.épeaking of is Jackie Norton.
You’ve all heara his name here today and I’'d
appreciate you all investigating it. I don’t know
why 1f YOu're able to go_oﬁt and borrow the monevy,

other than the FHA--I asked him point blank. ' I
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said, it looks tovme»iike.if a man has t;ied to
accumulate somethiné during his iife span, he'’s
punished for doing it. But the man that never have

accumulated anything, he’s all right. Help him.

Don’t help the man that’'s been paying the bulk of

the taxes all along.
| I appreciate you all letting me speak. I
thank you very much. |

.MRL wILKES: Thank you, sir.

Mf.ASchafer? After Mr. Schafer, wé;re
going to ask Michael Travis to come.

MR. SCHAFER: Mr. Wilkes; to éongressmahA
Thompsén,‘the Secretary, and our panel, I ém Lloyd
Schaferu I'm a farmer in Yazoo County and I'm also
President of the NAACP branch.

ivdid have a lot to say, but I think Mr.
Hartvkind of summed up mf part df it. But what I
do«have to say, I don't have-enouéh time, |
pertaining to myself as a farmer in Yazoo:County.

In 1992, I submitted an application to the
Yazoo County Office of FHA. William "Bili" Love

was the supervisor at that particular time, and he
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denied my application. A matter of fact, he threw |
it in the trash. :

So I went back out and got another

application and I asked to go before the committee,
and at the time that I went before the committee,

one of the committee members had got the word out

that I was a troublemake; of the county so, you :
know, we’ve got to be--we’re not going to let him
have ahything. |

Well, in 1993, we had a--or 1992, it
linéered on, and I finally got a hearing by
Congressman Espy. He brought me in and had some of
his representatives come over and see what the
problem was, but.I never was given a direct answer
what the problem was with my application. But
anyway, they finally gave me a loan. They t§ok my
application in April and I finally got my loan in,
June of '92. o ' _ ' :

So in 1993, Qe had a disastér, and by me ;
not getting enough monéf, adequatevenough money or

‘ i . !
the equipment to operate--I‘'m going to have to slod

down here. You’ve all got me kind of--I'm trying
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40"
to makgfthis five minutes count..

In 1992, in my loan dpplication, I applied
for'equipment.and operating e*pensesf The
supervisor'himself, Rodney A. Johnson, cut my loan
back to only operating expenses. I was going to
farm 106 acresvof cotton atnphat pafticuiar time
and about'35 acres of.soybean. He let me have
$34,000 fothhét'operation,'and in that operating,
I only had $1,000 to come out of there to put

fertilizer on my land.

‘At the end of the year, after getting

somebody else to plant my crop, I didn’'t have

anything to harvest it with. The late season

caused my crop to fail. My yields were real low.

The next year, I couldn’t come back to borrow any

money because I was afraid he would--I’'m going to
haﬁe t§ go through the same‘thing;

So finally, I got Congressman Thompson’s
office in on it. At:that particular time, Espy had
left and tried to take the Secretéry’s seat.

Excuse me, but I’ﬁ trying to make it count.

Okay. From then, 1993 was a disastrous
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yvear. I.got my loan late anyway. It was'afound
May when T got my loan. It was May,'ardund May 12
when I éot my loén, clésed the loan out. We héd,a
disastrous year in Yazoo County. The
[indiscernible] worm took over. As a matter of
fa;t, it toék 75 percent of my crop. So that put
ﬁe behina. Here it‘is, I've‘got é fertilizer bill
I've got to try to keep up with, which was about
$18,000, and then T’ve got to go back and I’'ve got

a loan there for about $60,000 or $70,000 I've got

to pay.
.Nineteen—ninety-four was a pretﬁy fair

year but it was still late getting finance. The

finance come ih again aroundiJune. I feported to

Mr. James Roe, the state officer, and also Georde

Irving was in there at that particular time, I

bélieve.' I télked to him about the situation.
Nobody hever.gave me a direct answer. The oﬁly
thing it was, about the supervisor. The man is
coming but. Okavy. |

In 1995, I applied for a loan again. You

know in 1995, we did have another disas;er. I was’
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‘late getting.ﬁhe loan. I didn’t get the loan until
August of 1995, and up until--1996, I weﬂt in to
apbly for an emergeﬁcy disaster‘assistance.loan,
January, and up until’this day,‘I haven’'t had a
repl? from that‘application, whether I«was“eligible
to get my disaster éssistance or not. Ai've been to
Congressman“Thompson’s office several times. Me
and Mr. ngen have been over to talk to Mr. Roe
about it, anq‘here I am.. I'm broke. The bank has
come in and cdliécted my eqguipment. I'm out.

All I ask is, just don’t sit and listen to
us. - Help us.

MR.>GLICKMAN: Okay. We’re going to make
sure you geg aﬁ ahswer. That, I can prémise you.

I can’t tell Y§u what the answer is going to be
yet, but vou afe'gbing to.get an answer.

MR . SCHAFER:‘ But if you don’t stop the
actions- of the supervisor of that county, Rodney
Johnson, him ‘and Jimmy Sullivan and Tim Maynard,
somebody 1s going to get hurt right‘ﬁhere(ianazod
Coﬁnty.  This is.goiﬁg to be'anbther one’of those

cases you had over in Oklahoma or wherever that was
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Qhen~those peopie that killed all thbsefpeople overé
theré had that shootout, because those are some E

rotteh,‘no;good people you have down theré.

 MR. GLICKMAN: Well, okay. We~don’t‘wantv

to talk like that at ali. What we want to do:is-—

MR. SCHAFER: Well, that’s the oniy way

we're going to bring it out, Sécretary.

MR. GLICKMAN: Wait. Wait. Wait. That's

why we'ré here,'téo. This man, Randy Webber, would§

you--he can'ﬁ see yéu because he’s behind all thesg
cameras. He's going to make sure that he talks to

you before the end of the day. He just stood up.

You see him. He’s up front here. We’ll try to |
make sure you gét yOour answer, But we're going to |
get these things resolved amicably. Let’s not have

any talk about anything like that. ' 'z
MR. WILKES: After Michael Travis, and ‘\é
let’'s make sure we contiﬂue to speak in the mike.
AfterAMichaél Travis, I want to ask that Paul
Pennington, Jr.; come forward.
MR. TRAVIS: First of all, 1'd just like

to éay good morning to everyone, to the platform
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guests, Mr. Homer Wilkes from the program, Mr.
Peaflie Reed, Secretary Dan Glickmgn, and oﬁr hqme
Congressman Thompson. I’'d just like éo say a
special hello to our deaﬁ, Dr; Lefoy Davié of the
School of Agriculture at Elk Horn and'our.Elk Horn
famiiy thét’aré here today.

My concern is that I'm also Acting

f|Assistant Program Director of Small Farm Outreach

Training-and Technical Assistance Programs. I

‘heard a lot of concerns today about farmers paying

$2,000 and $3,000 to put together a loan package.

Through our Elk Horn State University Technical
Assistance Program, we assist farmers in putting

together a loan package, assist with record

keeéing.

And what we need to do, we need to try to
éxpand our programs into other couﬁties, We are
currently working Qith nine counties. I think.we

need the State of Mississippi, ‘we want 82 counties,

and we can work their 82 counties and I estimate

maybe a COst of $2 million if we can get that much,

‘but maybe hotf82) maybe 50, and so we can be able
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to serve theifarmers better, because at the present
time, we have 6,000 members and we have to travel
throughout ‘the State of Mississippi in assisfing. ;
small farmers and large farmers and other farmers
: o : ' B
putting together their loan application package to !
submit to local banks and farm service agencieé. ;
Also, I'd like to make a bfief com&ent on |
the extension,'on~£ﬁe 1890s. And Dr. Leroy Davis, ?
he will follow, come later, at a later Eime; But. 5
in my opinion, the 1890s, schools like Alcorn State?
University and Tuskeegee aﬁd other 1890s throughoub

the yonder states, we need more funding. We don’t

'
!
v
i
V
t
i

have enough funding--we don’t get enough money to ;

do cur job, so we really need more funding so we ;

can better.serve the péople of Mississippi.
I'd just like to cite a few examples.
Example number one, small farmérs really can’t !
afford to pay entomologists'to come oﬁ£ and check
their crops. That’s one‘example; that we need to
hiré entomologists. Also, we need to‘bring on'
people in the veterinarian business, maybe in the

catfish business so we can serve the State of
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Mississippi better.

| And also; I am proud to be--the 2561 : '
program has transferred to the National Resource
Conser?ation Service and we really appreciate Mr.
Hoﬁer Wiles and Mr. Pearlie Reed and\Mr.lJohnson
for making sﬁre that'p£ogram is haépening, and also
a special thanks to Secrefary_Dan Glickman for the
memorandum that you sent andvall those, andiwe loock

forward with the two agencies working together, the

I Natural Resource Conservation Service and the 1890s

and other grassroots organizations. We can be able
to better serve our farmers, ‘because when the two
programs work together.

Let’s talk about, for example, maybe the

‘wetlands reserve programs. If we go out and visit

a farmer and he might not know about wetlands, so

when we go out there and visit a farmer, we can

talk about the wetlands reserve‘programs and maybe

he can become eligible for some‘funding and we can

help keep the farmer on the farm. |
Also, through‘this new agreement, we work

with USDA [indiscernible], for example, maybe rural
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development. Wé migbt have avfarmer'that needs a
home . We can contact Mr. George Irving and work
tégether with Rural Development in providing safe,
decent homes for the farmers.
So what I'm asking, before I sit today, is
we need more funding for our 2501 program for the
State of Mississippi so we can be able to serve
more farmers--so we can better serve the farmers in
the state. And hopefully, we can get the 82
counties for $2 million, but if not, we’ll settle
for 50.
And also, we need more funding for our
extension programs, the 183%0s. We need more 
funding so we can éontinue to better serve ﬁhe
small.farmers and other family farmers. and maybe if
we can get the money that wevdeserve, maybe the
farme;s‘wonft have to pay $3,000 and $4,000 to pu;
together a loan package.

At this time; I'd just like to close and
my supervisor, Dr. Jeffre? Hermans, he’s not able
to be heré today but I’'m sure if he'wa§ here, he

¢

|| would mention the same things.
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'Also,'i'd like to just gibe a.special
thanks to all %y farmers that I w@rk with. i
started working on the program in 1988 and I have
learned a lot from my'fatmers,because they have -
shoﬁn me different things. They helped me become a
better efféctive.perso# §n my day—to—déf
activities.

"Also, I would like to give a‘spécial
thanks to two other people. One is @elba-Smith;
Administrative Assistant, and she.always leads me

in the right direction and things to do, and also

my best friend Ray McGee. Weé never agree on

anything but we always argue against each other;

but we work'togeﬁher, sohRay, we're going to
coh;ipué to keep up the good work, the people that
work with smaii'farm outreach. If you.need any
assistgnce from Alcorn State ﬁniversity, you can
contact our program director, which is Dr. Jesse
Hernes at 877-6125 and we’ll be glad to say and
work wiﬁh the people. |

Also, a lot of farmers, some:imes they

N

contact Congressman Thompson’s office and we’ll go
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out and work with farmers, so they give us leads é

sometimes, but we want to just continue to serve

!

the farmers in Mississippi and we want to do a good’
, _ : |

job and we need the §2 million to.pay

[indiscernible] . |
MR;AWILKES: 'Thaqk you, Mr. Travis.
MR. ' ;" Mr. Travis, if I justvmayki.

say to you, lérgély thréugh the help of Congressman

Thompson and others, we have something. called the
- » |
Fund for Rural America. It was part of the
Secretary’s money; and Under Secretary Woteéki is é
heratand is well aware of this. Wé added, I think,,

$4.5% million for this coming year specifically to:

/ |

'
l

deal with Section 2501 type of activities, which

will substéntially“increase the funding generally. '

i

But the one thing I do hear from you is all aspecté

of agriculture, Farm Service Agency, NRCS, ;

i

extension, everybody needs to be involved in this

effort.
MR. WILKES: We have Mr. Penningtoh up now
and the next person will be Mr. Sheridan Boyd. é
j

MR. PENNINGTON: Hello. I’'m Paul -
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Pennington, Jr.; Talléhatchie County. Here ﬁoday,
I want to.thénkESecretary Glickman, Congreséman
Thompson, all the panel members who have come to
listen to the farmers’ problems.

Secretafy Glickman made the Commen£ of~the
third lie, the Fedefal Covernment employee is here
tthélp you. ‘They.helped my'fémiiy, five.
generations. I would have been the fiftﬁ
generation farm. - They helped us. They hélped us
out of farmiﬂg,

Iﬁ 19?2, it waé.the first year my parents,

my grandparents had ever had any trouble. That

‘came with the flood disaster in *72. In '73, at

that point in time, the farm was worth
approximately $2 'million. We applied through--I
think we lost three planting times in "72 and‘lést
two crops in ’73. Applied to FMHA, Tallahatchie
Countyﬂ Our paperwérk qualified us for |
approximétely $1 million at oﬁe percent--money. it
was not until August of 75 that we réceived the
first aséistance'from Farmeré Home, and that August

of 75 was for the crop season of 1975.
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We received loans through Farmers Home ;
from ’75 through ’80. Virtually every locan was
received--I think the earliest loan that‘was
received was mia-June. All these loans that were

received were received too late.. ‘

In 1984-85, we were basically at the end
of our rope. An FHA farmer rented our property. i

We just found the contract showing that Farmers
‘Home was to collect all rent monies, pay off the f

i

first mortgage, lend tax payments. For some reason,

or another, they didn’t do that. It was not caughﬁ
until ’'86. The farmer still had the money up at
the elevator to pay off the first. The Farmers
Home chése not to. They let the land g¢ into

foreclbsUre. | ‘
| ' My grandmother was there ﬁo4pay off the ]
first. A Farmers Servicé employee advised hervthaé
the ‘87 Act was comiﬁg, not to bid on the propertyi
that the write-down bﬁyback<program was coming andi

f
i

she would be able to get all her‘land, house, all

properties back for less than what she was to:pay

there that day.
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This didn‘t happen. She went in to apply,
put down the paperwork. Basically, they told her
that she would--no need in applying. She‘was oﬁ a
fixed income. She didn’t havevenough money to pay
back whatever--the mﬁney Qasn't there to work 
anything out.

In 1988f,my father--

[Break between sides of recorded tape.]

MR. PENNINGTON: --next d&o: to get the
rent contract. The rent_contréct was not
available. Yet,.théy let another FHA farmer farm
the place, the entire_place. He farmed it in‘
soybeans. Where thatvmoney went»thét wés-collected‘

off that, we don’t know. Our account reflects a

total~loan‘amount with interest, reflects no monies

ever .paid in.

In 1996, advised that we had no more

| xrights to the place, all of it had been put into

wetlands, U.S. Fish and Wildlife. They let me buy,
or apply to buy my grandmother’s houée. I've been
going through--1I stafted processing my locan in July

of this last vyear. I just got a letter yesterday
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that I had been turned down, had two various

53

appeals and all I understood in the ’95 farm bill

with the appeal process, that you'could have an:

independent counsel to talk to. . The local

politics, local bureaucrats followed me all the way.

1
i

on these appeals and assured that I would be turned |

down.
But basically, what I got up to say,
problem in Tallahatchie County was associated

local politics. They blackballed us. from the

our
with

word

go and assured that we wouldn’t have money, that.

*

we'd get money too late, and, you know, that
everything we had going on would be a failure.

MR. WILKES: Thank you, Mr. Penningto

n.

We want to assure you that you can finish those

comments up with members of the staff. They will

take you back there to make sure that thét:is
the. record.

MR.'PESNINGTON: Okay.

MR. WILKES: Is Mr. Boyd available?
Mr. Boyd, we are going to ask that Mr. Harold

Wheeler.
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MR. BOYD: .Good'mornihg, Mr. Secretary,
distingﬁished'panel.‘ I’ﬁ not going to take .up much
time becausev[indiscernible] a lot of stéff
Lindiscernible]‘in the same‘officé, so--but there’s
éne thing that I’'d like to.reitérate about these

ASCS members. I don’t see any need to have ASCS

| members there to vote on who .gets money and who not

beééﬁse it’é going to be the éOOd.Old boy politics;
You 'get it and YOuvdon’t.

‘ So if éhe'USDA éould do one. thing, it
would just el;minate the ASCS members. If
everything is set, if‘the governmenf set guidelines
éndvprocédureé,vthere’s no need. for each county to
have peopie to ?ote'on who gets what'énd who does
not get what. éo that’s the main problem that we
have in oﬁr counties. | |

'I do have some personal problems, but 1’11
just ﬁake it up'with somebody afterwards. But
there isvone #hing that I w&uld like to see
changed,f“Just get rid of the whole ASCS members at
\eacﬁ county'level. Tﬁere!s no.nged for them. If

there’s no discrimination there, you don’t need
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anybody to sit.there and vote on who geté what and i
who does.not get what. Thank you. | : .[
MR. WILKES: The‘person £hat is next : :

ching up is Mr. Hargld Wheeler. Thank you.

| MR. WHEELER: Good morning. God bléss
everybody. I thénk you éil for this opportunity to
share a brief family farming story. My family,
many of whom are here, have been farming since the

1840s. We struggled through the years, as perhaps

all other farmers have had to struggle. Sométhing
about farming that’s in the blood. It runs fairly
deep.

My story is that we continue'to.struggle
but we have the distinctioh of being the first
farmer, black or white, from thevStatg of
Missiséippi.to have all of their ASC payments or to
be accused of thé Wetlands Act. Of all the farmers
in the state, we were the first. I asked my local
people why were the§ écﬁihg at ﬁs and they said
they needed.an‘exémple. They needed someéne to

show across the state what they would do to anydne~

lthat violated the Wet Act [sic].
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Of course, what happened is we went to
SCS. ‘We_asked for assistance. They said thefe was
no money. We dug'a ditch, and to make the story
sort of short because .of the time fact§r, I'1l1l have
to move along. They said thaﬁ_you were a-good
exampie,~that~besides, you don‘t jdst farm. You're
a doctor, téo, so what'’s. the big déal of us taking
your benefits?
| So we then began to write to the local
peop}é, the‘district‘people. We couldn't'get very

much help thére. We finally had to contact some

{ people in -Washington, and as a result, we were able

to get the people that wrote the Wetlands Act to

take a look at the farm and their first statement

fthat, no question, this was proper. They were so

wrong about it that, of courSe; SCS and ASCS, they
did apologize.

What they<did, though,‘is no one told us
about‘ﬁhe wetland violation. What we did is we
harvest our crops, we got ouf gin receipts, ourA

warehouse compress receipts, carried it to the ASCS

office, hoping that we would get a loan or advance
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it wasn't for other resources, we would have been

57
on these crop bills, ana they féok the receipﬁs.‘ Af
week later, they caliedlmy office and said, we're
thfowing all your receipts out. Come gét your
receipts.A ‘

Wé did not get any funds for that crop
year on cottoh until thié investigation got

i

completed'and that was sometime in March or so. If:

broke.

At the same time that we did this, we
developed some enemies: The whole family wés
investigatéd. All ocur bank accounts were reviewed
and“a detailed OIG invesﬁigation of the‘family‘Was
done. O0IG got through looking at the.family; saia:
nothing Qés wrong, so they were doing the same N
thing as all the other farmers were doing. We ,
tﬂqught ﬁhat was over with. |

Then in 1993, we had another béd vear. We,
had a disaster like everyone else. i was in a .- ;
neighboring county, Sunflower County. »Rightiacrosé

the road from me was Leflore County. - The Leflore i

County farmers got :a disaster payment. A big flood

'
h
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came;twipea us 6ut. We took it to the Sunflower -
County'officei There, Dave Jenkins and some others»;
thét were there decided,that, yes, you had a
disaster but you sﬁouldn’t have had a disaster, and
since 1993, Qe never got ahy disaster payments in
Sunflower County.

Of course, what I’'m sayiﬁg is that here’s
the road. Here’'s the farms in Leflore County that
go£ disaster payment. If you crossed the-roadh
ten-feet wide, aﬁd we couldn’t get a disaster |
payment.

| At the same time,.I began to write
letters. These letters got some_attention and they
began another investigatidn from.OIG. This time,
they went after my father. My father was like some
of the other farmers. He’s been farming years and
years, and he had accumulated some FHA debt,. His

debt was large,'but in 1987 they said, if you turn

|lin everything, 'sell out, they’d write you off, and

that’'s what he did.
He sold all the equipment, all the land}

his own home. He sold all of this and turned'it
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into FHA. FHA didn’t have anything to say about |
it, bﬁt neQertheless, his lawyer advised him to
file bankruptcy. When he filed bankruptcy, and thei
lawyer did it wrong, OIG decided to turn it‘into a |
.ériminaltinvestigation. Now, my father has been
taken to the North Distric£ Court. He'’'s been
tried. The testimony that was in the court, all‘off
his testimony on ‘his behalf--they threw out all my,f
testimony completely--and hé's now éanicted and
he’s iookiﬁg for an‘appeal at this date right now
as a result of what they said.

‘The only thing that suppbsedly he Qiolatedi
was that his lawyer completed the bankrﬁptcy papé: ‘
wrong. To make'thé‘story even Qorse, to show you
thé discrimination, they allowed the attorney not
to have one--the attorney had no--they didn't
chafge the attorney that failed the bankruptcy.
They let him walk free. MyAfather>stood trial and
was ‘convicted. | _ . : f

At the same time, after the trial was ';
over, they went back'ahd'they told the éttcrney

that he couldn’t participate in any Federal Court
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and told him that he had to pay--he charged‘him
like $2,000 to do the bankruptcy énd'they told him,
you ovérchérged.him on that and they got after the
lawyer. |

‘But right now, as é result of farming and
what the OIG and everyone ééme back, that came back
to my father is now convicted.

Getting back to home--oh, I‘ve got to
stop.' Thank you.

»MR. - ‘:V‘Go ahead. Go ahead and
just try tb»finiéh in a minute, because I want to
hear the rest of your stéry.

MR. WHEELER: Getting back to home, I'm
frém Greenwbod; Leflore Counfy; I've been fafming,
working hard there. The ASCS cffices remain
entiiely thte. We have no representatioﬂ\&hen you
go into the officeé. We picked up two farms last
year that had good yields. When we took the
yields——whén the farms Qot into our name, the -
farms’ yieldleere reduced. Qﬁe had ébout a 1,100-
pound yield that was reduced to 800. One that had

a 900-pound yield was reduced to 700.
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We don't haVe theAkind of representation
in the local offices so that whgn we walk into an
office and talk to people, we feel like they're
thére to help us and we need some better
répresentation in our local offices.
MR.‘ : Thank you. ‘ ,
MR. WILKES: Thank you, Dr. Wheeler. ‘
[Applause.] ' | . ' ;
MR. WILKES: The next person up is Jimmy
Johnsop, and éfter Mr. Johnson, there’'s a Michael~
‘Patterson. A ' ‘ « A

MR. JOHNSON: 1I'm Jimmy Johnson. I‘'m from
Yazcoe County and I've listened to the probléms of
other farmers and I kind of syméathize with this

young man right here.

I went into the Farmers Home . ;
Administratioh Office'in 1994 ﬁo apply for a cattlé
loan. He sent me over to the Cooperative Extensiog
office. After about'three months of running from
one office to the other, welfinally ué at

Mississippi State, the Department of Trade, we gotf

some relief from there.
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i<returned back.to the office to take my -
loan at ;he--Dr;‘Pometry sent 1in specialists to
work the loan. The SQpervisor is'Rédney Johnson. .
Aé he put the loan inﬁo the computer, ﬁe alternated
the numbérs so that it wouldn’t‘caéh flow. He
vcﬂanged the numbers and it wouldn’t cash flow
again. And then he advised me to sign‘it. I
refused to sign it and he said he<didn’tAcare.if
any blacks didﬁ't get a loan.

~And . I told him, "I know you don‘t from

youf attitude," Ivsaid,‘"but one .day when you won't
have a job behind a desk,‘you will care." He"
accused me of ﬁhreatening ﬁim. He called in his
éecretary to be the witness'and>said, "This maﬁ ié
threatening me . " I said, "Wéll, you‘don’t have to

worry about what I said. I‘ve got a tape re¢order
in ﬁy boot and it's going to re?eal what everybody
said." | ‘

At that point, he ordered me out of his.

office. I went and filed a criminal complaint

[lagainst him. They arrested him. We went to court.

When we got to city court, his lawyer came. The
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Jjury was asking me, well,xwhere is Rodpey? So'you
can see how the cénditions are in Yazoo County.
I finally got ﬁhe loan, but they sent me
over to Madison County. They.cémbined the trouble
because they sent him to Madison County, too:

[Laughter.]

MR. JOHNSON: So we have many problems all

over the State of Mississippi, but we hope that you
don’t just sit here and iisten as you have done
across the years. I realizenﬁhat it’'s a iong road
and it’s a hard process, but we in Yazoo County,
all we want you to do i§ just give us the chance E
that they gave a little old dog on the side of the
roac down ﬁhere. It’s not straﬁge for people to
adopt dogs and give them good homeé, but what I'm
conberned about, this littleAdog is a bléck dog.

[Laughter.]‘

MR.‘jOHNSON: His mother birthed these

puppies on the side of the road. All the puppies

‘got 'run over but one. There’s a guy that works at'’

the paper plant, goes down the road. He noticed

this puppy laying by its mother and he started to
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bring this puppy fooa.‘ As he started stopping to
bring the puppy fdpd, the'wﬁole community started
bfinging the food; | |

And bé;k before Christmas, as theAweather
began to gét cdld, they pqt this dog é house out
there. Now, everybody jrom Yazoo City will go out
and put feed at the dog’'s house; The'dogvsleeps in
the house. In the daytime, he come dﬁt.in the road
and waits for_pebpleito throw cut stuff.

But what I'm tryiné to say, the dog is
happy. People'tried to adopt the dog but they
couldn’t catch him. They éaid, weli, if we can’t.
catch him.to take ﬁim hpme and make himvhappyg
let’s make him happy where he is, and phét'srwhy'
they builtvthe house on the side of’the road and
that’s why they come out and feed, Eécause the.dog
is happy there. |

| We farmers are like this 1ittle‘dog. all
we're askipg you to d§ is address these problems so
phat we can étay on the land ;hat our mothers and
fathers have left us. Thank you. |

MR. WILKES: Thank you.
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[Applause.]

MR.. WILKES:“We have Michael Patterson.

MRS. PATTERSON: .Margarét. Thank you.
I'm Margaret Patterson from Lée County, and to the
honorable and distinguished guests on the panel,
right now, I don’t have a probléﬁ because I have

been helped tremendously by the Soil Conservation,

except for one problem. I had a greatlproblem with

erosion, and this is what they helped me with.

Bﬁt by the same token; everybody in ﬁy
community for miles and miles arcund had the-samé
problem,_but~they hadn't.gotten any help. So afteﬁ
I wés made an example of how good a farm.would.look
if you would take it upAand do this--it cost me a
lot of money, but I’was willing to do it—-I.was
made a Deputy Commissioner and I went many, many
miles campaigning for thé money that we was té getg
from Washington through the Federal Government andl
the Soil Conéervation.

4It was approved, only to be told by, I

guess about six or seven months before this all was

to take place, there was no money. Of course, this
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made me look bad because I had campaigned and
talked to éverywhere and got people all up 'in the
air about help, only to be told'there wasn't any
help, and that was about eight or nine years ago
and we still hévén‘t gotten any help. This was to

be named Tubbalubby Watershed [ph.], but it haven’t

‘happened.

And one other thing I would like to say,
being a minbrity and a lady farmer, there are very
limited resources. One of mine is I raise beef

cattle. When I run out of money, I carrxy them to

the .sell only to get 27 cents. This has been

dévastating to’me,becausezl have very limited

resources.

SQ I’m.here to ask for money for the
wateréhed that the pedplé in my’COmmunity in Lee
County.to be hélped'and stop the'erosion\befbre all
the iand goes down to’Louisiana,\because that's
where it's‘headéd to. I'm télkiﬁg about £remendous
erosion. And if we can get a better price for our
cattle, we cou1d~heip oursel?es, and I thank vyou.

MR. WILKES: Thank you.
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[Applause.] |

MR. WILKES:‘ Jamés Minor? : : ,

MR. PATTERSON: 1I'm not sure whether you
all éalled Margaret Patterson or Michael Patterson.

MR. WILKES: I called Michael Patterson.

MR. PATTERSON: I’'m Michael Patterson. I
farm in Leland, Mississippi; I have a long history,
of having problems with Farmers Home
Adhinistration.

I starﬁed farminé in partnershié with my
father in 1972. I fafmed in partnership with him
until 1982, when he passed. At that timé{ I
assumed,all réséonsibilities and legal obligations
to ﬁhe farm. , | |

Farﬁers Home Administration, once my
father passed,‘didn’t feel--it seems to me, they
didﬁ’trfeel as i1f they wanted me to farm the .:
property. The first question they asked me when mﬁ
father paséed was, what am I going to do with the
farm? My father sent seven children to college.

from that farm and most of them--five out of that

seven was in agriculture.
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I decided I'wanted to farm. I didn’ﬁ feel
that it was a questiqn of what I wanted to ao} I
héd beeﬂ.farminé ten &ears and it was a profitable”
farm and still is.

‘TheAFarmérs Home Administration, they havel
their Ways ofAif~£hey don’t legally turn you down;
they can under the table. The last three or four
loans thaﬁ I rééeived from Farﬁers Home
Administration,'I.reéeived my mbney in July;-
August; and September, exceptTfor a farm loén,
produttion loan.v I’manéged to--1I obtained
fiﬁancing fqr my eéuibment iﬁ other places.

Farmers Home didn’t finanﬁe my farm equipment so
they cOuidn’t foreclose on me-wi;h the equipment.

When yoﬁ are fa?ming and you receive your
moﬁey inAJune, July,vand,August and September, when
people are gathering yoﬁr crop, and when YOQ are
one of.the first to turn your épplicatioﬁ in--they
start aéplications, they say in Washingtén,Coupty,
February 1. I wduld be one of thé first.

They woulaAset up an(appointmeht for

March. Come in, they need one more piéce of paper.
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They’'d set up an appointment‘for‘April., They need

one more piece of paper. They set up- an
appointment for July. They need one more piece of
paper. August, they--no, application completed;

Your loan been approved? We don’t have any
funding. And if you don’t have credit on your own,
you know, with the seed companies, the‘fertilizer !

T

companies, or 1if you don’t have other income, you

know, you‘re put out of business. And they

systematically willvput farmers out of business on
deléys.

If you can check your records to date,
Washington Count? is one of the largest counties in

the state, and if my records are correct, it’s

about two or three black farmers get a loan from

Farmers Home<Administration in the whole county.
It’s something wrong with the land that we have.
I can look anyone in the face in this room

with getting my money in June, July, August, and

September. My farm records, my farm production is
as good as anyone in here. I know how to farm. I
was born and raised there. But it’s just that
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sysﬁematic thing. If theyidonft‘like you, they’re
going to put you out of business, and it’s done all
the time.

Right now, the last loan i obtained from
Farmers Home Administration was, I believe, 1588,
My files are yet at Farmers Home hdministration. I
was eligibie for the'write-down.v-Like they said,

we had bad years back then, which we have them now.

We have a couple of disaster loans. My loans, my
applications are just sitting there. They haven’'t
attempted to foreclose on me. They haven’t

attempted to reéolve it

Twice, we went in. They said'the computer
don’t discriminate. Wé went in.. The computer
recommended a write-down twice. The supervisor
nevef preséﬂted'it té the committee. You know, it
just sits there. I have my copy. He has his copy.
Itvrecommended a write-down. They got nothing.

They said I have a file--no oné wants to
ﬁouch my‘fiies--I have a file tﬁére nearly two feet
high stacked iﬂ the‘corner. ‘The supervisor that’'s

there now said he wouldn’t touch it for nothing
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because every supervisor that’s been there, vyou
know, go in, change this, do this, do that, and
don‘t act on it. ‘It‘s just sitting théreﬂ And so-

MR. GLICKMAN: I want a report.of your
files, so I want the Fafm Service Agency in
Washington‘County to give me a.report. .So ﬁandy,
if you would take caré éf making sure that’s worked.
its way back down.

MR. PATTERSON: Thank you. That’s all I
want . |

[Applause.]

MR. PATTERSON: Whatever needs to be done,?.
do that, but no--and it’s béen tén years now and
it’svjust sitting there. If I didn’t have other
businesses or other ways of making money--I still
farm. The first thing they}téid me was that you’ré
farming too ;arge. I was farming 1,100 acres of
land. That’s a small farm in Washington County.
But my farm was cash-flowing. It cash-flow. I
have my application before them. It's cash-

flowing.
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Why is my farm too large with 1,100 acres
of land? I already have the equipment to farm it.
I have the credit to get the money. Why am I too

large? 1I’'m not .asking you for no loans to purchase

equipment or nothirig. All I need is a production
ldan. They téll-me.I’m farming--too large a
fafmer; Why, I don’t know.

It’s hard ﬁo put 20 years of Farmers Home
Administration in five minutes; but it’'s é problem
with the system. It"géesvback to the ASCS office.
As long as there are no minorities'with voﬁing
power on these committees, we’re not going to get
any help. ‘We>have the minority sitting there, a
minority advisor, but he doesn’t have any voﬁing
power or anything. He can’t do anything but sit
there and listen td them recommending money to'
everyoﬁe else to improve their farm but us.

MR. WILKES: Thank you,.Mf; Patterson, but
ﬁhe five minutes is not up because we do have
someone to take the rést of‘your comments -there.
So I’‘1ll have someone to come and if you would go

and finish up your presentation, it will be put in
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MR. PATTERSON: All right. Thank you.
| MR. WILKES: Just before Mr. Minor géts
started, I would ask that the-- |
MR . | : Didn’t you skip Lgcias
Turﬁer up there around Jimmy Johnson?

MR. WILKES: What was that, sir?

MR . ‘ "+ You should have my name_on;

there around Jimmy Johnson, Lucias Turnerl

MR; WILKES: Right. Mr: Turner, you will
comﬁent next, but what I'm doing is trying to get
mixture of the whole state. So after Mr. Minor,
then wé have Mr. Lucias.Turner coming..  But before
Mr. Minor Qeginé to speak, I'm going to ask.the
members of the media if they would come to this
corner and meet Mr. Montrail.

Mr. Minor?

73..

a

MR. MINOR: I’'d like to say good morning,.f

and to the Secretary, Congressman, and other
dignitaries and those people that are responsible
for this hearing today, I think it’s a real good

thing and we have needed this for a good while.
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I'm James Minor and I'm a retired .
Mississippi Cooperativé.ﬁxtension Service person
and agent frbm‘Jonés Counﬁy: Yes, I'm retired now.
Some of 'you don’t know what that means. ‘That‘means
a heck of a lot té me bécéuse I’'ve served on so
many committees and so many different situationé
where I’'ve tried to assiét'minority farmers in
securing loans as well'as'the necessafy security to
stéy in business'to help them proéuce their crops
as»well as their liVesthk..
It is detrimental Qhen your farmers come
back to-You'and tell you, "I couldn’t get
anything, " especially whenAyQﬁ.Walked them'throuéh
the paperwork and fodnd that they were eligible
under some type‘ofzguideiines.'
’I;m just here to echo what Mr. Boyd aﬁé
Mr. Brown ¢n the committees and alsbo Mrs. Johnson
ana Mr.hSutton. I think‘théy have explained it
pretty vi§idly.' I'm goiﬁg to echo what they are
saying from’my pefsdnél,experience. Q
It‘S’notﬂa situation where they look fof

the information tb;get you apprcyed. They afe
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looking for inforﬁation to disapprove you, and I |
think this'is_where we need to start at. That
committed, it needs a lot of revamping,}and not
only‘the committee. The publig sector and the
financial agencies are doing exactly the same.
Thank you.

MR. WILKES: Thank you, Mr. Minor.
[Applause.]
' MR. HiLKES: Mr. Turner? After.Mr.
Turner, I'm going té‘ask for a Mr. Eugene Townsend. 
MR. TURNEQ: Congressman Thompson,
Secretary, and all of you brave people out here,
you're réally important. - This is whaﬁ makes it go -

- .
and you should have been doing this a long time

ago.
‘ . * .
I am not a farmer as such. I have five
acres. However,il'vé been black for 68 years and ﬂ
know it’s discrimination that goes on. What makes

me soO angry is that you get some black so-called

brothers up there or faces. They’re the color but |

thev’re not the kind and they'’'re going to do
{ . : '
exactly what thesboss tell them to do because they
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own a Cadillac, you See{
I want‘to ask you a coﬁple of questions.
That’s all I want to do, Secretary. And I was
watching USDA the other morning,‘sﬁnday morning,
and I didn‘t see one black person on there, the TV
program I watched. Now, i see you have a few

sprinkled here and there, but I need to see some

blacks when'I‘walk in these offices. I feel more

comfoftable witﬁ my own kind.

So the first questibn, isviﬁ éll right for
thé Yazoo County Conservation Earm\Service ﬁoybe
all white?

Number two, is:it all right for the Yaéoo
review board to be all white?

‘Number three, is it‘all right for the
staff, et cetera, to be related;to’most of the
farmers in‘Yazoé City?’

lFive, why'do we practice nepotism in Yazoo
County? Everybody in the office--I got a list of

them that work there and they’re. cousins and uncles

and broihers and so forth, like Rodney Johnson is

over Madison County and his mama is a big farmer
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there. Shouldn’t
I think that woul
Now,

spending more mon

any help.‘ I’m a
think if you have

kinds of ways. B

[Applaus

MR. WILK

Mississippi, in t

i

morning.
I've bee

Administration a

)

I. participated in erosion.

the beginning, no

you’‘re not going |

MR. WILKES:

MR. TOWNSEND:
&ankin County.

am a dairy farmei.

| ' 77
lwe do something about nepotism?l
d help a whole lot.

I end up

gy'than what I was offered from

C knowing, because I didn’t have

schoolteacher, you see. But I

! a toothache, you can treat it all

ut until you pull the tooth,
to eliminate the toothache.

Thank you.

I
.
t

i
—t

ES: Mr. Townsend, and after Mr.

Townsend we're gcing to ask for Mr. Willie Young.

|

Secretary Glickman, panel

mgmbers,.l'm Eugéne Townsend from Pelahatchie,

I'm a dairy farmer.

I didn’t see manT dairy farmers here today, but I

I manéged to get off this

in involved with the Farmers Home

nd in conflict for over 22 years.

(s

I served with the State Agriculture De?artment in
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their mediation program as a contract mediator for
the entire life of that program. I also sérved as
a Seéretary and Treasurer for the Misgissippi Farm
Law Institute, whiCh is an organization established
to help farmers'with information on USDA |
procedures, policies, and férmer ?ights. I served
as a county commiﬁtee member for four years until
the county committee was disbanded.

I would like to say that myself and
anothér man was the first to force a legal election
in Rankin County, and we did this by threats of
litigation. That’s the only way we got a leéal
committee election in Rankin County. |

I assure ypu, gsir, and everybody in this
audience t&day, that the problems with the service
programs, delivery, it crosses all racial_and
gender iines; Tﬁe man who said back here jus£ a
few minutes ago and talked about systematically
putting out of bﬁsiness, that occurs té everybody.
Anothervman talked about his father; My father is
72‘years old, Sjétematically, he was put out of

business. It crosses all lines.
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Progregsilve Farmer in June and July of

1996 says 1t best

when they use the word

"blacklisted?®. This includes blacks, whites{ men,

women, people of

down the road a £

decision.

a4ll races. The county office can

|| send you up the rowad a fortune or they can send you-

sreclosure. It’s really their

We need & county office that is more

directed to help
them. We need a

advise us of new

solve problems than to create
county office that is willing to

procedures, notAtry to conceal

them, and I can ﬂssure you that this has happened.

My parti

foreclosed on and

in 1991. I might

an officer of the

cular problem is that I was
entered into lease-back buyback
also say that Jackie Norton, .as

Federal Land Bank, was the one

who proceeded with the foreclosure, so we all, from

here to Jackson,
[Laughte

MR. TOWN

we all know Jackie Norton.

r.l

SEND: I entered the lease-back

buyback program jafter again threatening litigationl

The only reason [I did was because I was unable to -
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obtain finances from anywhere else. At_thét time, .
my farm app;aiéed for $182,000 and capitalized fof
about the same amouﬁt of money. In 1996, when. I
asked to repurchase the property for the thira
time, it was appraised and capitalized for
$478,000. That shows you Qhat an appraisér can do. :
It was up 300 pércenﬁ when I got ready to buy it.

| In.January of 1994, IAéequested to méet‘
with‘whémever necessary in the state office, the

national office, the county office, wherever[ to

settle my account and get some direction. Until

this day, I have not received such a meeting.
‘As this panel and this administration,
this Céngréss leads ué'into the year 2000 and
befond, élease remember.thét we whipped USSR'noﬁ by
firing awrocket or exploaing a nuclear device, but
the fact iss they could not feed themselves. fhis
country;‘this'étaté is made up of people like us,
pedple.right here ffom front to back, family
farmers who go out and work from daylight until
dark fo£ their family and to produce.food fof a

H

living. These are the backbones of our country.
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This is what, folk

As you de

81.
s, Russia didn’t have.

velop the policy for the future,

please remember tliese facts and keep in mind that

our children not ﬁé held hostage to starvation.

MR. WILK%

[Applause,|.

. i
MR. WILKE
MR. YOUNG:

Secretary, I'm Wii

County, céttlé faf

somewhat twofold ﬁ

i
: i
whether I’ve beenf

1
have not received|

fact, or have.I ré
you. |

One of mQ
I applied for a lé

before I was able‘

that they needed

course, now in 19¢

that something dr:

e

4

| WASHINGTON, D.C.

S : Thank you.

]
|

F:' Mr. Young, Willie Young.

Thank you. Congressman,

lie Young, a farmer in Madison

mer . My basié gomplaiﬁt is’

n that I don’t know at this point.
foreclosed against or not. :I‘

any information stating to that

iceived any letters or what have ;

primary concerns, in 1993, when
yan, 1t took about nine months

to get the necessary information

#n order for things to progress.

Finally, in June of 1994, I was approved. Of

15, the cattle ranchers realized

istic happened in the cattle

;
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business. The prices dropped complétely.

Basically, the way my loan was set up, or
at least ﬁhe way tﬁat i seé it, that it Qaé set up,
that I was. not given'enough monies to operate,
number one;'and’whenvthe cattle prices dropped,'
well, you can show what happenéd at £hat point.

But during>this‘tim¢ and reélizing that
this was gding to happen, I talked to a Mr. Riék
Little—-I’m going to'cail the name, Conétessman
Thompson, Mr. Rick--Cliff--I'm sorry, Cliff Little
in the Madison Couhty office. I began to complete
an application, which I believé is 1951—8? complete
an application for reconstruction of my ioanﬁ

realizing that I was not going to have enough

‘monies to pay my loan at the due time.

This went on for several months, or even
about a year and several months. Mr. Little
continued to tell me, "Willie, éverything will be
élluright. Yéu will not have a prdblem.

Everything wiil bé allAright." Well, when I filed:
the 1995 tax rétﬁrn, something happenedf AWeA

received a letter from the IRS saying that the
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called Mr. Little,) tell him what the problem was.

83
monies that we were going tQ<receiveﬁback, which
was a liﬁtle over $4,000, waé going to be applied
to our debt. . | | : t

!

So I immediately get on the phone and I

In fact, I faxed hLim a letter, which I'm holding in
my hand. Here'’s gome documentaﬁidn that I faxed to
him, telling him, I said, look,.you know we ﬁeed
these monies. You know I'm having some probleﬁs.
I’'ve 1os£ many.cbws énd I have yet to get you to
come out £o look at my problem.

I had the [;ndiscernible]vto come out. I
had the--I can céll hisﬁname, he’s standing riéht
up»égainst the wall here. I had him to come,out to:
test some water samples for me because I 'was losingl
cows and cQuldlnot understand exactly what Was
happening.

~ But Mr. Little on several occasions,
either that he was too busy and/or he was'sick,
that ﬁe was not able to come out. I lost some 20
cowé, and this was basically, to my‘understanding,

because of not having a pond, which I had requested:
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at that time, which Qas fejected,<along with some
other things that I had requested that were
rejected,’for fertilizing‘of the propefty and what
have you. -

But getting back to my 1951-8S fqrm} as you

know, as .a period of time goes on, you have to go

back and. redo all these things, simply reguesting

from your creditors all the inﬁormation that you
need and what ha;e you, and I believe someone else
mentioned earlier about you come in this month and
they tellvyou that you,ﬁeed’this piece of paéer.' A
few more months pass, you need this piece of péper.
Well, aé of today, I have filed another

application 1951-<8--this is for the second time--

and have yet to hear from the office as to the

status of my application. I don’t know, I would
simply say ﬁhat'I-have invested a 1ot'of personai
monies into fencing and I don’t know at this‘point
where I’'m goiﬁg‘ﬁo stand—-where I'm standing.
We’ré just in‘between. I’m‘jusp'asking for édme
help.

MR. WILKES: Thank you.
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prplause.}

MR. WILKES: We’re going to--M%. Young?

MR . YOUNG:‘ Yes, sir? ;

MR. WILKES: If you would make sure that
thatvgetS(in, therebwill be soméone pé,follow up to:
at least bg able to tell you the status of that
particuiar case there.

In the interest of time, we’re not going
to take é formal bfeak. If anyone needs tO‘stand
up, just stand up as éeople come to the miké. _ But
we’'re going té continue ﬁo have people to come
forward because we’re trying to get as many pe§p1e
as possible to:rcome forward and make their.
presentation. |

Mr. Lewis Sanders is the next persén'that
willibe coming forward, and.then I'm going to ask éf
Mr. Jimmy Lee Lacy. |

MR. SANDERS: First, I'd like to thank God
for all of us being here. Ladies and gentlemeh,
I'm Lewis Sandefs, a family farmer~from‘Mound
Bayou; Mississippi, which is in Bolivar County.

As we enter into the last six yeafs of ‘the .
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FAIR Act,vwé bélievé that years of turning deaf
ears to complaints of imp;oper-treatment, unfair
implemenﬁation Of'policy, sometimes outright fraud,
and a basic case of ﬁersonnel.not properly doing |
their job,‘that if this‘hearing is to be an
insgrument of corfecﬁion, we woﬁld like.to see the
following items‘included on USDA’s action item
list..

Item number one, Qe think that absolutely
no agency employee who shows a history of'being
accused of gnfair execution of policy should be
tfansferred‘with‘a promotion or péy increase, as
was récently done in Bolivar County. Such is a
mockery of USﬁA and its employees and.its qlient
group. |

.'Item humber two, witnessing that most of
the limited resource funds appropriated by Congress
back in the 'TOS.and early ’'80s went unused because
states with ﬁigh cdnstituent demand did not fequest
new appropriatibns when their initial funds ran
out, we request that USDA disburse the equivalent

of those funds to those farmers who are still
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actively farming who should have had access to them

years ago.

Ttem number three,  we beiievé that
individual complaints should be in?estigated as to
their merits, and wheﬁ agency personnel show a
predisposition to certainvacts or écpions, the
national office should take corrective measures,.
evén»té the extent.of.replaciqg local committee
members.

‘Item ﬁumber four, we reguest that USDA .
in§estigate thé initial éelling of bases and yearé
during the early 1980s. From our tailgate
conversations, we hear a trend where we have too
many cases of high vyield, smail basefor low yield,
big base, which effectively lowered. the substantivé

payment to many of us over the past 17 years. We

believe that numbers do not lie. Therefore} USDA

should make a basic compensatory payment to those
of ué who were intentionaily disédvantaged for thié
20—?ear cycle of the USDA farm program.

Item number five, when we loqkmat USDA, we

see where there is subsidized production through
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subsidy paymeﬁt;*on:thé one hand and‘subsidizea
coﬁsumption through food coupons on thevother. We
beliéve.thét wéys should be sought to link these
two conétitugnt groupé, and there are ways ﬁo do
it. Thank you.‘ |

MR, WILKES: Thank you.
M:.'LacéY? |
MR; LACEY: Good morning, Mf. Sécretafy
and the platform guests. .I ‘am a black farmer from
Holmes County, which I farm in both counties, Yazoo
and Holmes County.
I’ﬁ speaking about a personal problem of

my own that I’ve been denied of. I have received a

loan every year, but some years I receive a loan--

put in for a package,.rather, in February and. they
got my'loanAprocessed oﬁ particular time. They
maiied it out to the countyloffice, which Mr.
Rodhey Johnson. They never notified me.:

Then I went by First National Bank of

Pickens. The loan officer told me, he said, "Your
locan is in the office in Yazoo County." Then I go
down there to ask Mr. Johnson about the loan. The
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he tells me that, "I don’t have youf loén." He
take my loan in the year of ’'95 and mails it back
to:the state office in Washington.

I’ﬁ in particular trying to rent equipment
from different agencies to go forward.. So then
when I get someone to get a word to Washington
about my.loén} he said, "Yes, we received your loan:
back, but what we were told, that you weren’t going‘
to farm this year, that you auﬁomatically sent your.
loan back to Washington, D.C.™"

That’s all I have to say at the present
time. Most has been said, what needs to be said, I
think. I thank you. | |

MR. WILKES:. Thank you.>

[Applause.]

MR. WILKES: Sir? Sir? Eicuse-me, Mr.
Lacey? We’'re goiﬁg to ask Randy Webber to see that
your caseAis investigatea, please.

| MR. LACEY: Yes, sir.

MR. WILKES: We have up next will be Mr.

Bobby Hinson, and after Mr. Hinson, I'm going to

ask Mr. Eddie Connison.
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MR. HINSON: - First of all, good morning,
or good afterndonvnow, and distinguished guésts,

the Honorable Secretary, and Congressman Thompson,

one thing I learned this far in the meeting, -that

prejudice is not black and white. it séehs like
it;é'gfeen or kinfolks.

But one thing I would like to say on a
serious note, I had to leave the State of
Miséissippi in 1950'because I was affiliated with
the NAACP. I had a B.S. dééree from iackson State
University and I couianft get a teaching job. 1I've

heard the word blackbail used today for the first

time. It kind of tickled me for a white man to say

blackball.

So, now, I stayed and made a little money
outAof ﬁhé state and céme béck home in 1985. 'The
go@é thing aboﬁt coming back in '85, in a few
months, the then-lawyer Espy ran for the United

States Congress from the Second Congressional

District, to me was a great thing. We worked on
that campaign and evérything seemed good. So I
said, well, I don’t have to teach anymore. We've
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got a black going to Washiﬁgton. Maybe I can go..
and apply for a loan. - I did.

‘But the thing that’s different from my
application than the rest of them, I guess they.
just turned me down from jump street. I have three
sad stories agout a loan. The first one, I just
related to in 1985. °

Again, in 1989, I applied for whaﬁ you
call a dry damf I own about 159 acres of land that
hadn’t been farmed in, at ;hat time, in about six
years,}and'it was washing away, eroding bad. So I
went to the Conservation Office and I said, if I
could get a dry dam,‘maybe I wouldn't,lése all my
land. So they said, "Well, you haven’t been
farming'it." And they looked at my name and said,
"You haven’'t farmed here in a long time." I said,
"Buf my dad farmed it." "Well, we'’'ll get béck with
you." That'’'s thé second bad story.

The last bad story was 1996. We got
involved in a deal with Alcorn State bniversity énd
this young man said thaﬁ,'if yog'comevto these

sorghum programs, and I brpught a couple of my
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neighboré and I went myself and they showed ué the
place whére if you farm, we're going to mafke;,your
stuff at the state fair, and if you need funding,
apply for a loan. <Needless~to say, I appliéd fof
the loan. I applied for the loan about March 8,
1996, and I haven’'t heard ffom it yétJ

The reason I’'m here today 1is just to say,
I didn't}bélievé the‘black folks ever got any
money, tb tell the.truth. But now I understand and
I'm pleased thaﬁ you have locaned sémg of the
brothers and sisters the money. ButiI just want to

know why you haven’t even answered--I haven’t even

gotten to the lying stage. I haven’t even gotten .
to the‘stagé where you say, "You can get it next
week."

So, now, iﬁ all due respect, I wish you
would just record this. fou have a lot of faimers,
small farmers with less land than myself that have
abandoned‘thg Qhole idéa of farmiﬁg because there’'s

no help. You cannot even sponsor a tomato farm of

an $8 ‘an hour job. 1It’'s bad. And another thing

you hear, say, well, all fafmers must be
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millionaires. Huh. Huh.
But anyway, thank you. Just consider, I'm

a small boy down in Hines County, and when I say =

boy,~litt1e financially. I'm just as big as

anybody you know, manhood. But unless you help me
and my kind, we’re non-existent. Thank you very
much.

[Applause.]

MR. GLICKMAN: Can I just ask, you have
not received--sir--

MR. WILKES: Mr. Hinson;

MR. GLICKMAN: Can I just ask you, you
have not received any response to the--

| " MR. HINSON: Not any response:b

MR; GLICKMAN: Qkay. Which county 'is
this, you said?‘

MR. HINSON: Hines County.

MR. GLICKMAN: Hines County.

MR. HINSON: .The most populated in the
state.: |

MR. GLICKMAN: All right. ’Mr; Webber,

would you follow up on that?
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MR. WILKES: ©Next, we’ll have Mr. Eddie

Connison, and after Mr. Connison, Mr. John Miller.

MR. CONNISON: Thank you to the
Congressmnan, Sécretary of the Department of
A§riculture,'té‘all of the staff and all farmers
who are here.  We are vefy gr;teful and thank‘you
for this opportunity to speak to ?ou*today;

I'm representing the Millston Farmers -
Coopgrative, the oldest black’cooperatiVe_in thé
United States. I’'m also, like many farmérs; a

fourth-genération of the 40 acres and mule concept.

My fathers, we’ve been farming this same farm since

Abraham Lincoln developed the 40 acres and mule
concept. N

To makeia‘long story short, many of the
farmers ha&eyspokéﬁ to many of the compiaints thét
ail of us are having with the serVicesAcoming from
the various agencies, ASCS, FMQA, and the othefs.
I would like to focus thaﬁ the problem has been,bad
1eadership by those who are in charge of
implementihg the programs! Frbm theicounty

supervisors to the district managers to the state
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director, we have had bad leadership._
Number one, delivery.. it takes a long

time and a lot Qf paperwork to do loans. .It takes-
-at the beéinning of the farming season, we have to
wait on your programs to develop. fhe bénk‘can't‘
do‘nqﬁhing.' Your creditors can'’'t do nothing.
Nobody can help you until the Congreés,_thé
Department, the Secreﬁary develops a program. And

on tbp of that, we‘gét late loans.

My father passed in 1983. I was born and
reared on the farm. He raised all of us and
educated us and fed us from the farm. The only

thing I can remember him'having to buy out of a

store was salt and pepper. Everything else, we

raised.

I learned to plow a mqle'ét age six. As a
matter of fact; I have evidence of plowing mules.
That's what happened to m? eve., I got kicked. I
had to try and beat the weather. I should havé
carried the mule home for lunch and I plowed him
through lunchtime and he‘kicked me .

~'[I.,al‘tght:ve:r.]
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<MR; CONNISON: We get,;unlike other
employees, we get paid once a year as a farmer. We

get.one check, 1f we geﬁvthat oﬁe. And we work
frém sunup to sundown hoping that this one check
wéuld come through.  Everything that we live for,
our families and our kids, depends on this one
check.

"And here in some of these offices,

particﬁlarly FMHA, we have supervisors playing with

our lives, playihg with our livelihood, sending us
around the corner and‘délaying——deliberately, Mf.
Secretary--delaying loans, deliberatéiy trying to
make us fail, deliberately‘seeing'to it that we get
our loans late, in:Auguét,-in Sgptembér‘and |
October.: That ig no time to plaﬁ.

Lét me close. i’ve got ohe minutelleft..
When we walk into‘a Federal office, we expect some

degree of trust. If the supervisor tells us to be

at a certain place at a certain time, we think that

that is what would happen. But often times, they

misrepresent the office.  They misrepresent their

own policies. We are at the mercy of your rules
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and wyour regulations. Many of us don’t know what
the rules and regulations are, so we depend on.that‘
officer or that supervisor to explain it to us.

| ‘They had to hire someone from Alabama,
aftervgéing through all the appeals, to come in to
do my application. After an investigation by
soﬁeéné from washington, I_wasAtold in writing that
it was impossible forvmy application to be
processed in Mississippi. Théy sent an FHA
director from Alabamé to do my application and it
was done.

We need some men and women working in
those offices that we can feel comfortable with and
that we can trust. The problem is‘trust. The
problem is aelivefy. Thank you very mubh.'

MR. WILKES: Thank you..

TApplause.)

MR. WILKES: Mr. John Miller, and after
Mr. Miller, Ms. Janice Crawford. Is Mr. Miller in?
Ms. Janice Craﬁford? .After Ms. Crawford, we're
going to have Mr.>Grover Cato.

MS. CRAWFORD: To Mr. Thompson, Secretary,
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and all the other distinguished guests, I'ﬁ here on
behalf of ﬁy mother, Mrs. Cora Love.

| I've heard a iot of complaints here ﬁoday
and I know that everyb§dy here has a probleﬁ. 'éo
do we, and Ifmtgoing to tell‘you what our complaint

is. My father farmed all of his life, from 1959

until 1991, and he died. During those years, I

hear a lot of the farmers say they can’t borrow any

‘money. Well, apparently he did, because they said

at the time of his death that he owed Farmers Home
Administration $110,000. Okay. No, I don’t think
this was all at'once, eithef. I think this was
over a period of years.

But anywéy, we startéd wOrking with the
office\out of Charleston, Mr. Carl Holmes,
supervisor, Tallahatchie County, and we started

working on this debt to try to get it reduced,

written off, canceled, or something, because my

mother lives on Social .Security and all she has is
that Social Security and $6,500 per yvear that she
have to farm the land because she could not farm it

herself.
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AOkay. So they told us, they met every |
vear. Every so often he would say, come in, bring
this, bring that, bfing this, bring that, fill out
this[ fill out that. So finally, in November of
last yeé;, he wrote us aha he said the mostkhe
could d§ on that.loan would be to write it down to
$89,250§and‘we had 30 days to appealithat.

So that’s where we are and that's why

llwe’re here today and we would like for somebody to
work on that 1if at all possible, because that's

|limpcssible for a person living on a fixed income.

And another thing, at 66 years old, I'm prgtty sure
there ain’t nobody going to even loan her $89,000,
so the only alte;native»wquld be that she would
either have to sell it, lose 'it, don’t have 1it, or '
do something, let somebody purchase it or do
something ﬁhat's got $89,000 in the first place,

Thank you, and somebody else can have my

time.

[Applause.] ' d
MR. WILKES: Well, first of all, we don't
want the time to run out. .If we could, we want to
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make s@re that you present your case to Mr. Webber.
You can come ferard'right now.

MS. CRAWFORD: I will. Thank you.

MR. WILKES: And I know all of you have
heard some of the' things, but it concerns me. I
was presented a caée in Ta;lahatchie Cdunty whefe
our chernment wrote dan,over Sl'millipn to.a
farmer to less tﬁan $1§0,0od,land when I hear cases
like this,~i’ﬁ véry‘concerned that you’take from
$110,000 to $89,§OO and call that a deal when other
pecple are offered ten cents on the dollar or less
in terms of the write-down.

So I'm asking the Secretary to also review

that policy to make sure that the application or

the leése—back buyback provisibn applies evenly

across the board,iMr. Secretary, especially in the
situationé where man§ of the farmeré here are faced
with that dilemmé'now.

MR. : Excuse me. I,want'td
comment on that [inaudible] .he wrote down from S$1
million to $100,Qoo—ahd-some [inaudible] how couid

that farmer go in the hole over $1 million when
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they don’t lend [inaudible] $200,000.

MR. WILKES: It was carry-over debt over a
peried of‘tiﬁe_that got it up tQ that amount. You-
see, I'm ﬁgt justifying what they did./

MR:»‘. | : 'No! No. No. That’s why
I'm [inaudible] I was told youvcan just borrow up
t§ $200,000 [inaudible]:

MR. WILKES;  See, theée loans--go ahead.

MR. : : I can’t understand
[inaudible] .

~MR. WILKES: Well, all I'm doing is
stating the faéts.

MR. . E TInaudible;]

MR. WILKES: Well, it was bad debt all
along, interest and penalties and other things.
But the point I'm showing and making is that while
they say that now, there‘have been other instanceé
where these’héve occurred and we want to look at
them all.

Is Mr. Grover‘Cato available? And this
gentleman that was asking those questions, make

sure that you get the comments in this review
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process. Mr. Cato? Mr. Céto'is not available?

Mr. Clint Weaver? 1Is Mr. Cato coming forward? And
Mr. Ciint Weaver is next. Oh, this is Mr;_wéavér.
Okavy. |

MR. WEAVER: My name is Clint Weaver. I

‘farm in Sunflower County.

In 1977;.FHA put me in business. I had
graduéted from Qelta State, soO I knew a 1ittle bit~
about filling forms out, éo thap wash't'a problem.
In thét.yeér, we had a drought. I lost é liﬁtle
moﬁey, ss,doo,.s?;ooo, $8,000, I don’t remember how
much. |

The next year, everything went'timely.v I
made a good crop. I paid the préyious yéar's debt,
bought a‘new»pickup and paid férAit, a new powér
unit and paid for it, and lived outAof'it. fhe
next six“years, I get production loans. pretty much

on time. I kind of held my own.

Then in 1986, we had a young man come into

FHA that was not capable of doing the job, and I'm

sure a lot of folks here»had the same problem,

\

because we had a lot of folks in the office with
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the same problem. . But anyway, the man, Wayne
Powers, was to work onvmy applications. |

I would come in time for my appointment
and he came up with the excuses of not meeting me.
My wife was in the hospital; which is
unéerstandablé. My neighbor’s child is sick. My
vard needs to be mowed. Now, somebody made the |
statement a while ago, they’re deéling with our
lives, and that's~the kind ofvlame-brainéd excuses
he’d come.up with.

Well, finally, they got rid of him. They
asked for his résiénation. He left FHA and went to

the Post Office, still a Federal job, which is fine

for him. But he‘cost me my reputation and a lot of
money .

The next year was '87. I went in and got
an appliéatiop filled out. It would cover the’

priof years indebtedness, where I lost all that
money. It showed a cash flow. The épplication was
approved March 1. The man that took the
application, the county superviso: at the time,

resigned that evehing. My épplication laid on his
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fdesk for a mbnth before I knew he was godne.

My bénker called and said, "Clint, do you
know that the man?s gone from the §ffice?ﬁ I said,'i
"No. I've beeﬁ out here trying-to'get prepared forr
the crop. My loan’s been approved.ﬁ He said,
"Well, check on it."_ I‘wenﬁvandychecked. No
application. It’s been léying on his des@
somewhé;e'for a month. So I had to start the whole
process‘agéin. Finally, in August,ﬂAugust 11,7i
got funding for thatAyear’s cropf The prior yeaf
was July 25.

| Now, most of ﬁhese'fplks out here know how
to farm, and I doﬁ't.think any of them will tell
you you can--

fEnd of Tape 1.]

-- due toyattrition. But host of them
were put out by FHA for the same type reaéoﬁ‘that I
juét told you‘my problem.

I came here, and I know a lot of colored
foiks here, andAtﬁey know I’m not prejudiced
against blacks. I came down here expecting to be

in a mindrity, and, ladies and gentlemen, I am not
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in a minority thayf
Everybody here is in the same'majority
with FHA. They screw people around. I've heard a
lot of complainﬁs today, and everyone of themithat
I have heard is valid. |
That's all I havelto say.
‘SECRETARY GLICKMAN: ‘Thank you.
- MR. WILKES: The next peréon‘is Mr. Lonnie
Byrd, and I'd ask Mr. Byrd fo come forward, as well
as Ms. B. Branch. Mr. Byrd first, and Ms. B.
Branch next. |
MR. BYRD: I’'m Lonnie‘Byrd,fr§m éunflower
County, a life long resident. Good morning. - Mr.
Secretary and oﬁher‘distinéuished guests.
¢ My name 1s Lonnie Byrd, a retired farmer,
a commiésion of my locai Soil and Water
Congervation District.
.As a commission of the Sunflower Couﬁty
Soil and Water Conservation District I ém’véry much
aware of the responsibilities placed upon the
natural reSOﬁrceAconversation service.

In the light of the latest farm bill, I
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also waﬁt to say that the old Soil Cohservatign
Service and the new NRCS has bgen’a vital part of
the conservation program that gets consgrvatidn on
the ground. |

But:with éll the NRéS'experience, and
ability to work with the limited resﬁurce-farmer, I
honeétly think that the way these pfograms are
written, such as the‘néw EQUIP [phonetic] program,
a'iimited rééource farmer just cah’t compete witﬁ
the larger farmers when it comes down to. the
resource availability to apply‘conservaticn plans.

Mr. Secretéry, it's_hard'enbuéh for al
limited résOufce farmer ﬁo come up with4the 25
peréent;of his pért of the cdst.shéringf ﬁow’éan
we compete with large farmers that are Willing to
také 50 percent cost sharing to applYAtHe samé
practice? |

I,would‘élso like to add that the Qetland
reserve program for limited resource farmers gave
new light at the end df the tunnel for those
farmers that were about to‘losé their farms.

The NRCS worked hard to lécate thésé land
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owhéré who desperately néeded help, and after théSe
land owner$ were located, the tunnel was closed
because matching funds-wefe not secured.

Mr. Secretarf} I know that these progfams
take timé and coofdination. When you ére facing
foreélosure, tiﬁe is everything. And i’d like to
emﬁhasize ﬁhat.

Mr. Secretary, distinguished guests, I
thank you for listening to my concerns this morning:
about the problems facing our small farmer, and I'm
also a cammisSioner! a minority representative on
the ASCS board.

And Oné thing I think needs to be changed,
we do not have any voting rights. We at least need
the right to vote on thingé that’s céncéfning
minorities.

And I have the handbook here, and I have
outlined that to the congressman.

‘MR. WILKES: Thank you, Mr. Byrd. Ms. B.
éranéh. And after Mr.‘Branch, Mr. Henry Reed.

MS.~BRANCH: Congressman Thompson and

Secretafy Glickman, thank you very much for
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éllowing the NAQCP State Conference of Branches to
méke sbmé brief cémments téday;

Sebretéry Glickman, all bf the comments
and concerhs and issués‘that have been raised here
today truly are real. They are issues that are
brought to our éttehtion each and every dayAin the
NAACP state conference office. |

Some of the complaints we receive we're
éble to address, but férg far too many we are not
able to addreés.‘ When éecretary Espy was in your
position, he sent some staff persons down to work
with us on some of the issues relating to the‘Rural
Electric Power Aésociations.

Thoée are some réal issues ﬁhat ﬁruly need
to be addressed, too, in addition to ‘the farm
issue. And I khéw yéu can énly take on one big
issue at a time. |

.I1've been somewhat in vyour shoes, too, and
b ;

I know when you’'re trying to fix problems that have

been allowed to exist for many, many decades, and
in some cases even centuries, it does take time.

But there are a lot of issues, in addition
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to the farm issues, that do need to be ralsed. And
we talk aboﬁt welfare reform, but it is very clear
to mé~that there is a need, a real need for
agricultural reform, and some of the other reforms
aé it ?elates to USDA.

Thank you very much.

SECRETARY GLICKMAN:"Thank you.

ﬁR? WIﬂKES: After Mr. Reed, I‘m going to
ask that Mr. John Zipper come forward.

MR. REED: ‘I thank God for énabling this
meeting té be possible. And I;m going to ask you
gentlemens if you will put God in fronﬁ, you all
will make soﬁething happen out 5f it.

This thing about the FHA has been geiné on
a long time. When I'réad the article in the paper
that Kenny Spéncer wrote, I didn’t knoQ it was
still going on. |

I am Henry Reed, Jr. .I am a resident of
Humphreyfs County. When I started wiﬁh FHA vyears
ago, I was never able to receive any'money'dn.time.
And whenever I did receive the money, the loan, it

was always cut.
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~So I would have to take whatever they'létv~l
me have to fry an operate at a late date. And |
gQing on from there, chontacted——well, I aidn’t
contact. Thad Cochran had mobile units going
afound. Anybody'had'cohplaints could come in and
make them. o

This wés years ago. I came into this

cour£ house and told him whaﬁ was happening to me.
I said I‘'m going in debt, énd I‘'m losing my hand,
because I can’t get the proper money at thé right‘
time to do a'good‘job.

He went in and had someone to investigate.

They came. in and stirred up the local office. That

only made it worse.
They collect--they got attitude toward me.

They wouldn’t even speak to me when I go in the

office. Later on from that, Congressman Espy had

an open meeting in Washington County.

| " There was a gentleman 'in thefé made a
public statement that FHA supervisors had a thing
géingﬁon. VHe was also an ex-FHA supefvisor. He

said what they do, whenever one supervisor makes a
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decision, the other one wiil uphold that decisioﬂ
regardless.

Now, what I'm referring to, that same man
that made‘that open statémeﬁt, he worked in
Humphrey’s County for a whilé, as an FHA assistant
supervisor. |

Théy turned my loan ovér to him. The
first time I heard from FHA on time waé‘that'year.
And that was a letter telling me that I did not
cash flow.

Ahd I wondered how couid they tell me I
did’not cash flow, and‘i ﬁad not yet submitted an
application for a loan.

But then they gave me oppo;tunity to haﬁe
somevhea?ings on up the line. And we ?rocéedéd‘
with‘those hearings. I hired an attorney, and Qe
went on for those hearings.

H And at the end of those hearings, I sﬁill
got a  letter back from them that we'fe going ﬁo
uphold the decision made by the local supervisor.

Well, from that [inaudible] I went home to

try to do whatever I can to try to keep from losing
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everythiné’that Qe had. So I filed Chapter 12. ‘
And later on, this same young man,.which is an ex-
FHA, Farmexr's Héme Administration sﬁperviéor, told
me ‘that Mr. Reéd, you cash flow. He told me this
afﬁer he was no longer'theré. |

He séid‘you did cash flow, but the local
officé have their picks and chooées. Ana I Qaé one
of their picks,‘but hot one of their chooses.
Thank you. |
| SECRETAﬁY.GLICKMAN: Thank you, Mr. Reed.

(Applaﬁse.). o |

MR.'WILKES; After Mr. Zipper, I'm going
to a$k Mr. King T. Evans to come forward, please.

| - MR. ZIPPER: éooa morning:to the listening

ané thé‘éivil rights1action team. My pame is John
Zippér.’ I'm the director of program opeﬁétions for

theAFederation~of Southern Cooperatives in Epps,

Alabama.

And we‘basicaily want to submit at this

session the same statement‘that’Mr.;Page made in

f1Albany, GeorgiaJ énd I guess also in Washington.

But. I wanted to ‘emphasize, the reason I
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asked to speak here today was to emphasize one part
of that statement[ which represents perhaps a way
to work toward a sqlution to some of the problems
you have heard here, all of‘which‘ﬁhe federation
has worked~on for fears aﬁd years, case by’éase'
with people.

And I just. want to put .this in context,.
and that is to say that in 1982 the Civil Rights
Commission said thatvunléss the government’s
policies were changed, there would be no black
farmers by the year 2000 which is coming ué pretty
soon. |

Also, in 1920, there were a million black
people engaged in agriculture in the south, and
they owned 15 millioﬁ acres of land. When the -
federation started working in the 60s, and.the
emergency land fund, we had 100,000 black farmers
left, with out six million aérés.

‘In 1990, the latest figures from 1990 show

something,like,ls,ooo black farmers and less than

‘ltwo and a half million acres. This is a

continuously declining resource and problem.
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All of 'the agencies have pointed this oﬁt.
So the real guestion is, and we aéplaud you for
holéing these session, will any;hing change? Will
anythingAbe'corrected?. will any,real action be
taken? ” |

One.of the éuggestiohs we make,>in'
addition to checkipg oﬁ all the complaints, in
édditiOn to doing the outreach, in addition to
enforciﬁg the law, is that you would set up a°
registry of--and this wéuld be a voluntary registry
of minority land owners. . That is to say, black,
and other peopie'of colo; land owners throughout
this cQUntry.v |

~And this registry could be established

through the Farm Service Agency. And the basic

point that this registry woﬁld be, thét everyone in
this room who owns landAwould get your name on the
list. |

And we would establish a baseline of
ownership by‘people of color in this couﬁtry. And
then we would challenge»USﬁA;that that lével.not

drop, and that level progressively tried to be
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ihcreased, which means that all of theée programs
and all of these activities'tﬁat have been
discussed here--the Extenéion Service, the Férestry~
Service, NRCA, the loan prégrams-—would be in some
wéys directed and targeted té be sure that that
land base was preserved.

Now, we'keep up witﬁ wetlands. Wevkeép up
wiﬁh histbrical places. We keep up with éndangefed
species of animals. And I guess what we’re saying
is that black farmers, éeople of color fa:mers in
this éountry had become an endaﬁgered>species.

And they deserve the kind of fegistry, thé:
kind of list that we could preserve those farmers!
And this lady hefe who has a problem, perhaps a
black person somewhere else would like to buy her
land, and get started in‘farminé.

There may be a soluﬁion to her problem
with this kind of regiétry,in working with black
churches, black organizations, peoble who are
interested in saving the lénd; tovuse that

systematically to hold on to the land, make it

productive and target your programs to make a
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differéncg.

This is one of the many recommendations we
have, but is one’I really wantéd to emphasize again
to the listening.pénels. Thank you very much.

SEéRET@RY GLICKMAN: Thank you; Mr.

Zipper; |

' MR. WILKES: Mr. King Evans. After Mr.

AEvans, I'm going to ask Ms. Odessa Carter.

MR. EVANS: Secretary Glickman, I’m the
‘ — | ‘
same. o0ld man that was here last year when you were
down here -last year at Mobile. I told you the

problem, and I tried to explain it to'you, and you

said it was going to be resolved.

Well, now, what--I don’'t farm. My son
farms: - And it was cotton planting time, and his
loan had not come through. BAnd so I was trying to

-get him some money to plant his cotton.

So I scraped my\money clean up to try to
keep him going until he got his loan thrquéh. Now,
he did not need a write down. All he needed was a
loan. |

Aﬁd so, but still he hadn’t got his loan
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by the time that you were here last year in August.’

But I told you.that Mr. Rowe had told me that he

was going to get the loan.

The trouble was two of the people that -
signing the'aéplication, they had dif?erent
opinions. One man says okay. That’s all you need.
And phen here you think you're going to get a
report teliing hiﬁ to come in'and;close the loan;

And here come--he wants some more |
infofmation.ISo it was during that time that vyou
came, and I told you and [inaudible] said it would“
be~résolvea. But it was partially resolved.

In éther words, the money'that I had
advaﬁcea him to farm, to get started, that was not
included in the loan packet. éo I don’'t have any
way to get ény restitution for that money that I
advanced him to try to get started. Thank yéu.

SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Thank you.

MR. WILKES: Ms. Odessa Carter. What was
that, sir? |

PARTICIPANT: I’m not Odessa'Carter,‘but ;

would like to speak--
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MR. WILKES: Okay, sir. I'm going to have
to keep this--and I'm trying td make sure that the
meeting continues to go. But the nex; person I
have up is Mr. Willie Haynes.

| So if Mr. Haynes would éome forward. But,
sir--

SECRETA&Y GLICKMAN: Could i‘just ask the
gentleman who just spoke, Mr. E?ans,-if somebody
could see him. I know we worked on this. Can
someboay give'me information about Mr. Evans'’
situation?' Okay.

A I'm going to take another look at it, Mr.
Evans. I’'1l1 make éure I get §n top of it.
" MR. WILKES: Mr. Haynes?
MR. HAYNES: Mr. Secretary, Honorable -

Bennie Thompson, this is indeed an honor and a

pleasure.

When I was on my way here, I noticed the
water we had, it'kina of gave me to foéué on. That
is, the drainage-situation. And right now we might

be looking at a draught . We might not have any

more rain.

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC.
507 C STREET, N.E.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002
(202) 546-566¢6




in

119

And ‘I noticed that--I could tell the black
farms from the white farms on the Way upAhere;
because Qf the water situation.

vaerybody want to leave‘here'with
something. I'm from a county where no blacks have
irrigation,‘té my knowledge. And the drainage
situation is where a lot of farmers run poisoned
water.

Particularly the farmers who are
particulaily--the-—MrQ Love’'s farm, right in the

adjoining County."Who are my beloved neighbors.

And I’'ve had all kind of complaints with those

people.

They are poisoning my crops with airplanes
and illegal other methods of spraying.

Particularly-—and‘l want to emphasize it.
If we don’t leave here, myself, with anything elsé,
today} ten vyears from now, ?ou know, at‘least'this
yvear, it look like it ought to be éome biack folks
in Coahoma County with irrigation. : "

BaéicallyAwhat e&erybody-is séying about

these government offices, I’'ve become immune to

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC.
507 C STREET, N.E.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002
(202) 546-6666




5 - | ‘ | . 120
depending on other agencies for funding.

So I growbcash crops. And the biggest
problems I have--I listen to the‘fgllbw talk with
the Federation of Southern Cooperatives.

And‘I'vg had dealings with them, for my
casthand somebody touched upén the fact that all I
had last year was ﬁy credit. I couldn’t get--1I
quit trying to borrow monéy. |

But.I had credit with sbme sources. And
deaiing»with one of those programs that the
'Southe;n Cooperative claimed that they had in
Memphis, my creaitvgct cut off.

And I notiqe that they passed‘out méal
tickets.; Personally, you know, I can’‘t tell
anybody«else'what to do, but I'm not using a meél
ticket. I wouldn’t accept a meal from them.

And also, among people that won’t return
phone calls; I got the Federation of Southern
Coéperatives‘number one on the list. I got
Cooperative Ser&iceé out of Washington nuﬁber two

on the list.

And I got the [inaudible] commission
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number three on the list. And not ﬁq mention my
minority advisers in Coahoma County, when'I get'
him, he hang the phone up in my face. .And I got
Mr. Sam McCraé on the list, also.

And I'd like to go back to the [inaudible]
. 5 A
commission and cooperative services in Coahoma
County. I know Mr. Thohpson tola‘us not to

hesitate to mention anybody’s name. But I’'m not so

much mentioning his office’s name as I am an office

worker.

We, as a minority really want to get éway
from doing the same things in terms of these
affiliéﬁes of FHA as.what hgs’beeh handed down to
us.

‘But.I say, now, frgm~looking at‘ﬁhe
Qeéther, you know, it’s time--you [inaudible] to
tell me that there’s anything that this
conglomeration‘cah do for mebin ﬁerms éf funding
this year.

Bécause I got té get out there today;

tomorrow. We got to do something, you know. It’s

absurd to depend on this, something to come out of
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this fofum=for_this‘year.

SS,~what is it, Mr. Secretary, that éan be
done to offer imﬁédiate relief right here .and right
now?

~SECREfARY GLICKMAN: ‘Thank you.

MR. WILKES: 'I'm~going to ask Ms.'Carmen
Jones to come férwara, and as she come--let me make
sure that everyoné here that has nét had a chance
to come to the mike, please noﬁe thatAtherebwill ﬁe
beo@le that will take yéur‘commgn;s.' |

And we also have re;orders fhat there’s
out there in oraér to take yourlcomﬁents. ButAin
the interests of time, ﬁo try to make sure we get
as many peoéle to the mike, we're’going to hav¢ :é

cut this off after Ms. Jones, but let’s make sure

that -you get your comments into the pedple, to the

comment box.

There are attendants who will take you to
those areas. Ms. Jones.

MS. JONES: Well, it’s a priyilegé'to be
here todéy, Eecause i go along with everybody_eise.

The little. farmer is looked over.
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Before we made it our right, before the
rice fields come in, they’d flood us. Then whén we
turn in, that we had a failure crop, wéll, they’'d
say so and so made a good crop. |

And I havelnot heard this mentioned too
much.v But the airplanes coming over, killing
stﬁff. Killed three huge mimosa trees in my yard

that I loved dearly. And our gardens. They can

kill‘our gardens.

And if you say anything,lyou don'ﬁ,get
anywhere. You just have to take it. |

And then when the--I quit farming,‘and
decidéd I'd put my land ih the easemeﬁt; I
registered, signed up for it, and I was expecting
to hear frbm them, that.summer.

But when I heard from them, I found out
that'three”or four big land owners took all of it.

There was nothing left for the small
farmer. So I just go along with these people. I
sayeAmen to everybody. Because when you're in
trouble because you'’'re not big engugh to defend

yourself, you’ve got to have somebody to defend

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC,.
507 C STREET, N.E.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002

(202) 546-6666




in

124

I you.

éo ﬁhat’s what we're'all aoing here today.
We’'re askingiall.of you to please,-please listen to
the small farmers, and give usvhglp.
- SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Thank youﬂ
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Congressman Thomas,

Mr. Secretary, Mr. John [inaudiblel and other
members of the sﬁaff.v Let me say that I'm
ceftainly apﬁreciative of you for coﬁducting this
forum.

| I think i;.is very timely and véry
important, and we have heard many concerns that
have beeh.éddressed here today. And i~certainly
would like to encourage you to be very attentivevto
ﬁhose énd‘responsive to. them.

| I~représent-Bolivar and Sunflower

Countiés, which consist offéwell, District
Thirteen, which conéists of éolivar and Sunflower
County,'

| ‘And as we in the legislature néw debate
the welfafe-reform piece,{and we talk about the

need for additional jobsvih the Mississippi Delta,
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we are very concerﬁed.

And when we look at this audience here
today andlthe céncernS‘which they afe»bringing
before-yoﬁ, knowiﬁg that the possibility ofAmany of -
these individuals could very well be listed as the |
needy in the future, based upon their loss of farms .
or other kinds of problems that may exisﬁ/ ; stand
before you today to éay that we certain;y.hgpe that

we will be able to do something to improve the

Mississippi Delta, and in particuiar the small and

minority farmer.

But today I also rise to bring to your
atteﬁtion another concern. And that concernAhaé to
do with the Land Grant Act. The Land Grant Act, as
you know, created two institutions, the 1982 and
the 1890. |

We are fértunate to have two of those
universities heré.invthe state of Mississippi, . an
1862 and an 1890. Butvthere have been many
inequities that have existednin_the funding of
those university institutions in the past .

"As a matter of fact, the 1890, Alcorn A&M
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University, whidh is predominantly black, has
frequéntly'not received its fair shage of ﬁhe
funds. That’s. both at the state level and at the
natiénal,levei.

We, here, in the state,of'Mississippi are
beginning to attempt to addreés that issue. Bﬁt we
also call upon you, Mxy. Secretary, at the federal
level, to re§isi£ that act, and to do whatever 1is

necessary to put in place'a process that will

‘ensure that equity exists.

Alcorﬁ State University is in a position’
and in its mission itself dictatés that it is in a
position to work very.closely with the émall
farmer, and many of the individuals who are here.

But the resources, the resoufces‘are tfuly
needed at that university to work toward helping
the farmefs that wé are talking to here'today,

Alcorn.State University is an institution‘

again with the mission of working toward helping

those small farmers. to become Self:sufficient. And .

as we look at the changes 1in society and the

‘changes being made in agriculture, we know that
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there is-a treméndous need for.transitional, or
looking at alternative crops and other kinds df
programs .

Aléorn State University should have the
lead role in that, but iﬁ order to do that, the
resources will be necesséry to do tha;. And those
resources are not‘likely to be coming if the

inequities that exist between the 1862s and the

1890 institutions are not corrected.

So aé'i close, 1 beg of you to make
decisions today, make decisions within your agency
that’'s going to‘make«sure that we impact in a
positive wéy'the small farmers, while at the same
time we impéct an institution like that of Alcorn. -

Again, my reguest to you is that We'maké
theAMissiSsippi Délta an oasis of oppdrtuniﬁy
rather than a dgéert Qf devastation. Thank you and
may de bless you. |

"MR. WILKES: Befo;e we close, or béfore I
turn this back over to the secretary, 1 would like
to say that the Listening Forum Qas conducted for

the benefit of the secretary, to make sure that he
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hears the concérns thatAare out’there.

And I want to make sure that anydne in
here thét doeé,not'have a copy of this agenda, make
sure you,ggt one, because that is aﬁother.vehicle
whereby if you didn’t get-a}chance to come to the
mike on open forum, or you did not get a chance to
go to the recorders, that you can call the one
eight hundred number, you can e-mail, you éan take
whatever,means you need.to in order to make sure
that he‘gets your comments and concerns..

But pléase take advantage of‘this
oppbrtuhity'to‘make sﬁ;e:that he heafs your
concerns. .I’m‘going.to turn this -over to
Coﬁgréssman*fhohpson just before the secretary’
closes out with final remarks.

. | I want to thank you for cohing, though.

REP. THOMPSON: Thank you very much.
Wrappiﬁg‘up,:Mé. Odéssa Cé:ter_&aé‘hereAearlier,

and I wish we could have gotten to her in the

lpresentation.

Ms. Carter is 83 yvears old. It took her

nine years to get a Farmers Home loan for a 502
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home in Bolivar C&unty.

She lives in Laymént, Mississippi. She
was virtuélly living on the ground. And it took
two years of struggle by my office té get Ms.
Carter that house. | |

And I wahted the secretary to hear another
problem'that goes on within, as most folk know, the
Farmers Home Administration,‘or now Rﬁral
Development, in that those country supervisors
really mistreat people. | |

So not only is there a discrimination

‘based on race and gender, there’s also

discrimination based on age.

So Ms. Carter’s financial status did not
change for nine yeafs. ABut'it took her tHat long
to finally get that hoﬁe.k Ahd that’s uﬁfortunate,
because ‘she qualified.thelfirst year she made the
applicafion.

Second point I want to ﬁake is——aﬁd I just
told the secretary about it--I'vé been sittinglhere
since 10:00 o’clock. Tried ﬁo make it until one,

but ‘I had to get up and go to the little boy’s
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room.

And whén I got ready to‘come'back ih, the
‘éecurity éerson‘stopped me. And, you know, it
finally hit me that you can go to Washihgton, you
can sit on the platform with the president when
he’s sworn in for his second term,Ayou'can do
everything righﬁ; and just because.you walk out to
get the seat that you’ve been:sitting in fdr two
hours and forty five minutes, you get stopped
because youfre,black.

Now, that’'s what bothered me. And it
upsets me‘because that alsé; I would assume, is a
Department of Agficulture emplovyee.

R ¥

"So I know how you feel, and Sb I don't
waﬁt you ‘to feel like the Lone Ranger when a United
Statesvcongre9sman can geﬁ stopped who'’s been
sitting here all_this time.

So I want to sort of séy to you that We'fe
going'to work:on the.problem. Butiit’s a long term
solution.

I want to applaud the secretary for coming

and listening to your problems, because he,'along
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with his staff, now understand élearly what people
afe faced.with..

The fact that Mr. Evans mentioned in

August that he had a problem. The secretary left

‘here thinking the problem had been resolved. And lo

and behold, Mr. Evans is back here six‘months
1éter, vep, 'I got my loan, but they changed the
conditions 6n it before I got it:

So that ﬁhe money I advanced my son to the
farm, I can)t get back, because they didn‘t include’
it in the operating loan fbr~my son.

So, you understand? It’s sort of like
every time some people learn the game, they.Change
the rules. |

| And so I want to again thank the secretary
for ccming,.but he has a monumental job to change
what some‘people call the last pléntation.

‘And in order to aé that, there has to be a
very forthright effort on his part, which I see
happening at this point.

Now, by February 15th, there’s supposed to

be a report issued. Now, I want to make sure that
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when the‘féport comes out, I.share it with as many
people here as possible.

" And I*wént the feport to reflecﬁ some of
the things'that Qere said here, and some
recommendations that can lead us toward making sure
thaﬁ these probléms don’t occur again.

And it’s not just black farmers. It’'s

small farmers. It’s female farmers. And, yes,

it’s just some farmersvthat just happen.not to be
part of the cliék.

So I want to assure all those'people who
are represented here toaay that we are going:to
work on'yoﬁr problems as hard as we know how . But
if'youiremembertwhat just happened to me, you’'ll

also.understand what all of us are up against as we

try to right many wrongs of the past.

Thank you very mgch.

(Applauée:)

SECRETARY GLICKMAN: First, let me just
say a couple of things. One is I want to thank
Congressmaﬁ Thomﬁson for inviting me in his

personal_role,'and making me aware of problems that
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I should have been aware of many vears ago,Abut
proklems thaﬁ we ﬁeed to correctvnow.

I also want to apoldgiie for any attempt
to restrict him. When I went into the bathroom,
one of the local police officers looked at me funny
as I was coming back' in, tbo. |

So I thiﬁk they were as much trying to
protect my security as anything else. But I |
apologize for this, I want you tovknow that.

It would havé been funny if they had kept
me out of this thing. They looked at me funny,
though.

| Let me jus£ make a couple of comments.
Number one, .I have to leaﬁe, becausé I have to go
somewhere, but the rest of the Civil Rights Action
team, including Mr. Reed, is going to be here for a
period of time.

And they’'re the ones that are actually
going to make the report to me, so‘I know there'’s
going to be lunch. Bué I've talked to Mr. Thompsbn
about this, aﬁd I know many of you have specific

issues that you will need to discuss.
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And so I presume that some of the folks
will be here for some périod of time, including Mr.

Webber, who seemed to have gotten,‘because the

agency he worké for,{the‘repository of a lot of

complaints, Sam Thornton who works--raise your
hand. |
. Most of'You.know-$am, he works for my
office.. He'’s also here, and he’s wofked on sdme'of‘
these problems as well. |
» So they will'beihere tq deéi with the
problems. | | |

And I want to thank again the action team,
because they have gone beyond‘ﬁhe call of dﬁty.

Mr. Reed and his ﬁeam have gone all over
the country, and now they have a.big tésk to come
up Qith”éfrepér; to mgxthap takes into account'th;s
meeting,>which ig the final meeting, and all the
othér ones that have taken place.

Second(bf'all, let me say thaﬁ this has
been an exceptioﬁallyygood meetingvfor a lot of
reaéons. One ié that the?e éfe an awful lot Of,

USDA folks who are here.
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People from Washington, just scattered
throﬁghout‘this room here,Amanagers, people who
Qork in the programs. And it is éktremely healthy
for them to hear the kiﬁd of discussion which is
taking'place here. |

And I think that that in itself Qill be
very productive. Second of ail, we heard a lot of
subjects that I hadn’t heérd at a lof of the other
hearings. | |

| Three, I‘heard wha; Congressman Thompson
talked about, which are some of the problems that
people have to deal with, are dealt with by small
férmers of whatever color and‘stripe there are.

And while a lot of the problems are most
affecting minority farmers, small and medium sized
farmers in this‘country are having trﬁuble all over
America coping wiﬁhvagriculturél ec§nomic
conditions.

It’s tough being a farmer. Always has
been. But when it’'s overlaid by a treatment which

may not always be 100 percent fair, then it makes

it worse.
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So that’s the kind of thing)that’we are
géing to ﬁry to éorrect.here.‘ I will tell you
this: that as it’s been said beforé, I feel a very
great honor having this job. | |

We’vé~never had to gd-tO'war to fight for
a sho;tage of food. This country has,aiways been
self_Sufficieﬁt in the pfoduction of food and

fiber, always. And, you know, I want to keep it

that way.

I view'this as as important to our
national defense as any weapons system. And I'd

also like to keep a social structure so you have

I more than three wheat farmers, three corn farmers, .

and three livestock farmers left in America at the
end of the 20th century.

So this‘is‘another importantApart ofvﬁhét
piece aé well, is to makeAéure that we support’and
have a vibrant, thriving agriéulture in America,
and all parts of the éountry. I wént to do that as
well.

I will have to say this:‘l‘know that'

there are a lot of courageous people who said
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personal things that were on my mind. I've said |
this before, and‘I.want to séy it again.

There will be no reprisals or
recrimination‘to what .anybody here says. Period.
If'anybody has any reason to believe that there is,
that is occurring, éhen I want to know.

And I say that just iﬁ ﬁerms of the fact
is that this is a free and open discussion. We’re
trying to do the best that we can under the
clrcumstances. This is not an attempt to make any
persbnal attacks on anybody, becaﬁse I'm not'doing‘
that. |

..The report that we?re going to get is, I
think, probably going to deal with a lot of
structural problems in USDA, and maybe.funaing
problems and other kinds of things. I don’t want
to anticipate what Mr. Reed and his team 1is goihg
to do.

But I don’t want anybody to believe thét
they.will be in any way personally attacked dr
recriminated against because of what they said. I

won’'t tolerate that, and I presume that everybody
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in this room understéndé what my message 1s as
well.

I would also say that I have talked about
a lot of these issues with thelpresident and the
vice president as well. So there is an
understanding at the highest.levels of government
that these are issues that we need to work on.

We've got an outstanding system of
agriculture in AMerica; but it’s got some problems.
And we’ve‘talked about éome of those today.

I look at the glass>half fuli rather than
half empty. We’'re going to fix these problems.
We're go;ng to make this an opportunity. It’s an

opportunity to correct some problems that have

existed for a very long period of time.

so I just want to say I want to thank
Congressman Thompson. I want to thank Homer for
your chairing thé meeting todéy.

We had one of these hearings in the
auditorium of the Agriculture Building in
Washington earlier this week. And one woman goﬁ

up. And it was a crowd smaller than this, but
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there was a crowd out in the audience.

And we were oﬁ the top of the stage, and
the woman.said'it‘s awful cold down here. Can you
do anything-with_the heat? And'Iiéaid, it may be-
cold down there, but it’s not very cold up here
where I’'m sitting.

So, you know; I hear whaﬁ is being said
here today, and we’re going to do our best to make
sure that we can create an atmosphere where all of
our customers and eﬁployees‘will feei comfortable
that they are being treéted fairly and with
dignity.

That's the best thing we éan do. So, I’
thank you, Homer, and I will turn the microphone
back to you. |

UNIDENTIFIED MAN: Excuse me. Mr.
Secretary.

SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Yes?

UNIDENTIFIED MAN: I need to say my piece,
please. |

MR. WILKES: As the secretary has stated,

the team will be here, but he has to go.
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SECRETARY GLICKMAN: Give him one minute.

MR. WILKES:- One minuﬁe.

UNIDENTIFIED MAN : oxéy. What I want to
say about.FHA; the way I was t?eated.

| I was treated so badlyhthere, I had to--1I

broke history at Madison, Coﬁnty. I had ﬁo.get a
lawyer to get my loan approved. I know I am the
only éne-in Madiéon County to get a loan approved
by a lawyer. |

And the way me and my brother was treated,
I don’t think I was right; 1l had a man tell me, if
it was left up‘to'him, I wouldn’ﬁ gétAa damned
loan.

‘_I don’t think that was right.' And he held-~
my loan up so-loﬁg, that, in f93, we had a dry
seasOﬁ, and we--that year I paid my debt off, we
paid the loan back, énd the next--I figured, yoﬁ
knéw, since I péid the loan back, we’d be treated,
you know, a little better.

It was worse the next--the second year

than it was the first year. I went in debt--I'm

about $350,000 in debt. "I even asked--I even asked:
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Mr. James Rowe come out and Eake a look at my crop.
I célled-him several‘times.

" And he told me he‘would on a Tuesday.
That Tuesday haven't éame vet.

.Thank you. .

MR. WILKES: Sir, would you make sure that
your(report gets into this team, and your name |
please? vSomewheré.willhescort you to where that--

REP. THOMPSON: "Homer, what I would
suggest is that we go ahead and ﬁakeva 45 miﬁute'
break, and the - secretary’s civil Rights Action team
will reconvene baék here in 45 minutes, and we will
work with anyone who 1is here;

MR. WILKES: So 45 minufes.

[The Listening Session was recessed.]
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MR. WILKES: We want to make suré that
their messaée is put into this particular
transcript. They will have the opportunity tb do
that. We will have the same recording process that
was taking place earlier. So if we could gather in
and go ahead and get started, we‘can get this
process going again.

Nancy, there on the door to my right and

.your left, will be taking those names down and be

giving me that sheet. And I'm going to call them
on a first—come, first—served basis there. So
let’s go.ahead oﬁ and éet started. We're going to
go ahead and get started,‘and the five-minute
limitation is the same rule that we had this
morning.

The first person up is Mr. Roy Brown from
Holmes County. After Mr. Roy Brown, Mr. Dwayne
Boyd. )

Mr. Roy Browﬁ.

MR. BROWN: Yes. My name is Roy Brown.

MR. WILKES: Make sure your mike is on. I
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don’t think it’s on. Could someone help Mr. Brown
out there, one of the attendees there?

it’s on now.

MR. BROWN: Hello? Yes. My name is Roy
Brown. I'h representing Valerie [ph] Brown farm.
Yes. In 19é4, they put Valerie Brown--She cash

flowed and she got a loan with the Farmers Home

Administration office in ’'89. And one of the loan

d%ficers——she was uhder a supervised account,. One
of the loan officers’took $1,800 out of her account
apd bought a ride lawn mower from Peistér [phl"
Tfactor Coﬁpany in,Lexingtén, Mississippi.

And they‘have never got back with her on
that~?Valerié Brown‘from Holmes County. Oné of the
loan officers stole.$1,900 out of her account and
bought.a riding law merr with it. He said he
bought it for his daddy, but it was her money shei
had borrowed from the FHA.

And in 1994, she put in a loan with the
Farmers Home Administration officer in Lexington,

and she cash flowed. And they told her that she

had to get a 160-percent guaranteed loan from the
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bank.

| So at Ag-Gua:anty [ph] Bank iﬁ Belzqni
here, Keith Nolton [ph] approved the 100-percent
guaranteed loan for $200,000. He submitted the
application back to the Farmers Home in Lexington,
and they hold around on the farmei loan. They said

they were going to send it down to the state office

1 for it to be approved. And then when they §otvit

back, beforé’they signed it down there it was July
the 15thvbefore they signed it down there.

And Keith Nolton at Ag-Guaranty saidvthey
couldn’t go with it then because it was too late to
plant carrots. And.soAnow she’'s not farming."Now,
they'’re fixing.to foreclose on her, fixing to take
all the land that we worked for. My daddy died in
187;, Now my mother is 76 years old. Now they’re
fixing to foreclose on her, take all.her land.

Thank you, hear.

MR. WILKES: He's from Holmes County. Mr.
Brown, someone‘will take that information.

Do we have Mr. Dwayne Bo?a? Excuse‘me,

Mr. Boyd. The room is kind of empty now, so we
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don’t have to speak quite as loud in here.

MR. BOYD: }Okay. My name is Dwayne Boyd.
I guess I’m here as it relates to an OIG complaint
that I filed in July of 1990, by Oktibbeha County,
the city of Starkville. I guess this would bé to
the team now, in essence.

My initial complaint at this particular
time centers around not only discriminaﬁion‘and the
experience that I’'ve sufferedrthrough at the hands-
of»USDA officials as it relates to the county
office, particularly, aﬁd’the‘state office in 
Jackson subsequently, prior to Mr. Norris Fost's
[phl resignation.

In my complaint, basically, it wouldn’t-
center on discrimination so much as it would
corruption. As most of you have seen, most of the
speakers prior to myéelf.have been older farmérs.
As a youné Affican—American farmer coming into the
industry, if you don’t alreédy have parents or
grandparents who were mindful endugh to hold‘onto
the land, you find this practically an

impossibility to come into seeking government
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assistance. It’s just not there.

In my instance-;And I ﬁave to address this
for this gentleman here, as it relates to the
Federation of Southern Cooperatives. And we still
have five minutes wiﬁh this?

'MR. WILKES: That’s right.

MR. BOYD: As it relates to Eorruption,
there is so much incentive for fraud, as it relates
to ASCS, in the delivery, in the receipt of'sﬁbsidy
payments to the majority-whité farmers, that for
those who have uncovered fraud, as in my casé, to
which the administration--I’'ve been thrgugh thfee
administrations with this issue: .Maddigan, Espy,
and now Secrgtary Glickman.

You need to fire everybédy in the
Oktibbeha County office. You have here--When my
grandmother refused to sign signatures authorizing
a white farmer to enroll her land in programs where

the CEB director--you asked for names--Judy

Abernathy, with her name as signature, authorize

white farmers, against my family’s approval, to

receive payments, advance payments, on her land,
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with a COC [ph] waiver of the signature
regquirement.

Because of my uncovering this fraud, as
the only black American meat inspector for the
state department of agriculture for the state of
Mississippi--and this gentleman fight here couldv
téstiﬁy to‘this-—the'cortuption goes to the level
of the sﬁatps gquo of Oktibbeha County, principally
to Sheriff Doff BryénA{ph]; secondly, Ben F.
Hilbon, Jr. [ph]l, the former city attorney, whose
father is past presiaent,of the Mississippi State;
and the Waldrop I[ph] fahily of Waldrop Farms.

I've been kidnapped, had two attempts on
my life, been fired from the Mississippi departmento
of agriculture to which right today--And a lo£ of
you black landowners, listen to this. These people
sought to litérally desfroy me because I found a

tool of law that could help you recover on behalf

of taxpayers any monies fraudulently received from

a federal agency. I’ve been charged with crimes.
They just destroyed me.

And if I talk any more as to what these
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people did to me--And I have no love for Secretary
Espy; Ana‘hindsight is perfect vision. If Norris
Fost, who sat here and. authorized the handling of
this complaint in the manner in which he did, to
have the white farmers still on my land receiving
payments as ‘I speak to the tunerf hundreds of
thousaﬁds of dollars--And here I come to Waht to
farm my own land, that the status quo prohibits me
from dbing it.

I would respectfully request at this time
that Secretary Glickman--That déalvébout the fox
ggarding the hen house, oh. D.G. Goodwin [ph], the

regional director? No. They can't do--Bring an

independent counsel in to look at what’s going on.

You can’‘t expeét’for them to say, "We did wrong."
I'm in éourt today in Aberdeen, pre-trial
cbnferencé, on the false claims act. And this
matter,here, if Secretary Glickman is serious about .
ending what he finds as discrimination, address the
corruption issﬁe and get rid of thoseipeople here,
the status quo who go along Qith.the "good ol’ boy"

network, because all this ends up doing is
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aispossessing black landowners of their land
holdings, and the taxpayers foot the bill.

That’'s all I've‘got to say.

MR. WILKES: Thank you, Mr. Boyd..

[Applause]

MR. WILKES: I want to make sure that
those comments get into this report. So make sure
thaﬁ you see the recorders. And  that gentleman
right there cah take you to where the recorders
are.

Tom, would you identify yourself so people
will know? | .

The next person on the list to speak is
Mr. James Foreman. Is Mr. Foreman in?

MR. FOREMAN: I'm James Foreman, Yazoo
County. And my reason for beiﬁg here is to-;’

MR. WILKES: Mr . ‘Foreman, we can’t hear
you.

MR. FOREMAN: Which one is it?

MR. WILKES: Yéu‘re okay now, if you would
speak directly into the mike. | -

MR. FOREMAN: Okay. I said my reason for
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being here is for this year, 1997, and theﬂ back
from 1996, I was denied a disaster loan. And
Ronnie Johnson [ph] was the one that I went to to
see about my loan. He turﬁed it down. So that
made me didn’t have nowhere to farm last yeai.

So then ﬁhis year, I don’'t know how I'm
going to come out yet because I hédn't went to get,
you know,'my loans checked out again. So that’é
why.I’m up here_to pass the information on tO‘YOu
all. And that’s all I have to say. |

| MR. WILKES: Okay, Mr. Foreman. Mr.
ﬁebbér-—l think I've given your name to him. So
someone wiil be following up with you on that .

MR. FOREMAN: Thank you.

MR. WILKES: Mr. Leonard Brown will be the
next person, énd after Mr. Brown there will be a |
Mr. Theus‘[phJ Hardy. Mr. Leonard Brown.
it :

MR. BRGWN: Thank.you, members of the
committee. I think most of what I had to séy has
[ probably already beeﬁ said. .But I would like to
just make a comment or two.

I'm from Yalobusha County. And I have
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always been concerned--We use the terminology
"limited resource farmers, small farmers, and
minority." Now, my point is, does that mean the 
same? ’

Now, the problemvgets to be, if you limit
the resource, that means you don’t have the
resources, in my estimation, Of many of the larger
fa:mers. Now, what’s happening, we are competing
with the larger farmers, and we can’'t really do it.

The program, the way it’s set up, it
discriminates based on that basis. Because, for
example, a gentleman this morning said he had five
aéres of lénd. Well, if you décide you want to
plant pine trees,‘you can only get cost-share [phl]
on 20 acres. It has to be 20 acres or more. So
therefore, the program wouldn’tvaffect him. If yéu
want to get a pond built, you must have an existing
pond already.

Now, the way I see it, if we are limited
resource, we should be a percentage of the totél
number of farmers, the total number of large

farmers, we should be that percentage. And I feel
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like, whatever'amount of money that-comes from
Washington or wherever, we should receive a
percentage based on the population of small farmers
on limited resources, whatever you call them.

Now, many of the larger farmers have not
probably used good management as to why some of the
problems exist. Now, in my case, I have been able
to get very little assistance from-thé agencies in

my community, because you don’t qualify or, if you

.do qgqualify, the forms are not available. So'it's

that type_thing.

And in many cases, to give you an example,
back when they had the drought, if you had é large
herd of cattle, then you qualified for quite a bit
of feed money. I think it was based on a unit
system. Now, if you had a small amount--The more
you had, the more units YOu got.  But the units
were iﬁcreased. . It wasn’t exactly a fair way of
doing it, I think. But the units increased based
on—LIt was pro rated based on the larger amount.
The larger émount yoﬁ had, the larger the number of

units.
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And in my case, it didn’t even pay me to
drive to the office to get what I got. But many of

the people are getting huge amounts of money. And

that’s basically the way the program is today if

you are a lafge operator.

For example, many of the larger farmers,
when soybeans got to be a big price in the hill
sectién, they took in all of the hilly land and
washed it awa&. Well, the next vyear or so, they
set up a program where yoh could put it back in
pasture and you could seed it in grass and
fertilize it. Well, I didn’t qualify because I
didn’t have any erodible land. But the large
farmers did qualify.

My family has been on the same iand for
over a hundred years, butvwe have not survived
based on what we’ve gotten from the agency. So I
would just like to maybe recommend that somewhere
farm plans shoula be set up.

And I'm not just talking about getting a
little assistance frém-the extension service, or

what-have-you, but they should make available the
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option to provide these farmers with some way to
develop an economical plan, and that'plan-—You
should be able to.take that plan to the Farmers
Home and ;héy shoul& approve it because you’ve got
somebody that’s gualified to help you develop that.
plaﬁ.

I think that would cut out a lot of this
fact that you develop a plan and then you can‘t get
it financed, or you can‘t get financed because you
ﬁave nc plan, or whatever. 'Thank you.

| MR. WILKES: Thank you, sir.

Mf. Theus Hardy?

MR. HARDY: I'qUalified to.become a farmer .
in 94 under the Young Farmers Beginning‘Act, and I
was funded through Farmers Home Administration in
Sunflower County.

The first yvear I was funded, I was able to
purchase 200 acres of land. In 95, I was also
funded. I submitted an applicatiop fér 96 year in
February thinking I was going to get funded. My
brbther helped me set up some charge accounts until

my loan came through. I wasn’t denied until June
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that foliowing year. Then they asked me, "Well,
how were you able to plant ybur crop?" I said,
"Well, I was able because I set up some charge
accounté.to farm." And now they wantlto accelerate‘
my loan to féreclose on my property that I bought,
because I wasn’t able to receive the loan for this
yéar.

MR. WILKES: Thank you, Mr. Hardy.

Mr. Perry Woods. And after Mr. Woods, Mr.
Michael McNair I[phl].

. MR. WOODS: .My name is Perry Woods. Theus
Hardy is my brothef; I was fundéd last year. I
have & guaranteed loan through the Valley Bank.
And my brother didn’t get a'loan last year. He
submitted his application in February, but they
didn’t let him know up untii June that he wasn’t’'~
going.té get ﬁpvloan.

So when they called him in in June and
asked him the status of his crop, he told him that
he had planted his crop. And they wanted to know
how he planted his crop without any money. So he

told him that he had set up, you know, some charge
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accounts, you know, for to get his chemicals and
seeds for to plant.

And they asked him did I know anything
about it. And by me being his brother, he told
them, yes, that, you kﬁow, I had helped him, you
know, to get some charge accounts.

So what the guy at the FSA office did,'hé
called my bank that I was being finaﬁced fhrough-
and told my banker in July that I had financed ﬁy
brother’s operation out of the farm loan thét I
recéived through the bank. And really, that was
not true.v I didn't financé m? brother. He got.
somekcharge accounts and he was able to go on and
plant his crop.

| But then i got a lette£ from my bank
Statiné that I had financed another cfop out of my
production loan;'so that put me in jeopardy with
the bank. And this year the bank is counter
receptive [ph] about going with me because they
said that I financed another crop out of my loan
monéy, which I did not. And I have a copy of the

letter here that was written to me from my bank
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MR. WILKES: What county? Thank you, Mr.
Woods. Make sﬁfe that that actually gets in the
reéord. ’I think we’ve already got that recorded.
Mr. Michael McNair?
MR. McNAIR: Good afternoon, Michael
[McNair with Alcofn State University. We’ve all
heard spéeches of éad'stories today from farmers,
legitimacies of concerns from USDA agencies. Since

I've been working along with the USDA agencies,
there have been some things in the office that I
have seen, as well.

Most of the time, it’s miscommunication of
someone who has forgotten where they’ve éome from,
have gone to college. Sometimes we get clientele

that do not héve a formal education. And in the

'simple explaining of some things about how the

application process works, we’ve not taken the time
to take the time with a farmer, regardless of what
background they come from.

These problems exist and keep on existing
becéuse simply we come to these forums sometimes

and hopefully--I'm praying right now that these
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legitimate accusations of discrimination won’t fall

on deaf ears. But until the people in Washington--
the trail bosses, so to speak--until you start

riding herd on these local county officers and

county officials, we’'re going to be eating a lot of

trail dust for a long time. And it’'s just'basic
home training, most Qﬁvit: not just taking the
time out to help somebody.

And I won’'t say every story is negative.
I've seen some good in‘the USDA. But until these
other million-dollar accounts get off, these people
who have been on Farmers Home AdministrationAfor
ten or 15 years,fgeneraﬁioﬁ‘farmeré—-Tﬁat wasn'’t
the intent'of the Farmers Home Admihistration. It
was the inténtAfor a small farmér to -get in there

and get hold of his bdotstraps and pull them up so

lhe could get to a place of financial stability, &and

then move off so the néxt farmer wanting té pull
his bootstraps up can come in the door.

Until you start settling some of thoée,
million-dollér accounts and moving those’people and

graduating them off your books, the other farmers,

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC.
507 C STREET, N.E.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002
(202} 546-6666




lew

1%
the small farmers, are .going to be by the wayside.
| And those are some of the comments that I
wanted to make, just to put them beforeAyour’ears
today. Don’t just come and listen here today and
let these things fall on deaf ears.

Most of the times when I got to meeting, I
like‘for people to pray, because then I combine
some things, you know? Eut you come in hé:e from
Washington, vyou’ve got vyour éuits on all the time.
And thesé farmers are--They’re literally dying on
their family farms.

There is no more compassion among men.
That’s why I no longer put confidence in flesh and
what "I tell you." Show me youraactions. Don't
just come hear me. Show me what you’re going to do
to change these situations. Show me your good
works by yourAfaith. Don’t just come here and
listen.

Go back to your offices énd your bosses
and tell thém, "Hey, we need to not only
investigate these county offices, but we need fo

start a checklist from Washington on down."
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Because whén you go to the county offices and the
county committees .are running everything, you’re
leaving these people out in the cold without a
coat.

And thatbgoes to the state level, as well.
You probably havé some problems down there, as
well. But when the county committee is running
e%erything, thes§ people don’'t have a chance. Yéu
are their hope. Yéu are the people that go in
those pdsitions. You are the people that these
small farmers have put through schoél on their tax
dollars. So don’t just hear them; do something
about it.

MR. WILKES: Thank you.

[Applause]

MR. WiLKES: Mr. Beard [ph] Moore. And
after Mr. Moore, Mr. Jeremiah Blackwell.

| MR. MOORE: Thank you; Mr. Wilkes. I'm

here on behalf of my father, R.B. Moore. You’re
very familiar with his case. Mr. Carnegie 1is very
familiar with his case .and Mr. Irwin, also, I.

believe.
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To give the fest of you a little bit of
information about R;B,'s case, he was offered
preservation loan serviéing and a lease back/buy
back in 1990, October, under the ’'87 Farm Credit
Act. He was célled into the state office and given
about ten minutes to buy his land back.‘ And when |
he boﬁght it back, he reélized that he had
conservation easements on his property with U.S.
Fish and Wildlife.

Now, I'm accusing each of you--Mr.
Carnegie, the county director in my county, and
several in Washington--of ﬂot understanding 518S.
And I've heard 51S mentioned in here quite a few
times today, and I think it’s a real problem, from
the county level all the way to Washington.

Mr. Carnegie, you recently responded to a
letter to my father about 518, aﬁd in it you
claimed that, if I femehber correctly, 1940,
Subpart G, Exhibit M didn’t pertain to him, and
neither did 1955, Subpafts A and B. And I have a
copy of 518 heré:today with me, and 1’11 challenge

you with that today, or anybody else here today,
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with that scenario.

51S gave my father lease back/buy back
rights to the property and priority rights over -
U.S. Fish and Wildlife easements. And it gave
several others in this room here today the same
options, that didn’t - get those options.

That’s my case, and I thank you.

MR. WILKES: Thank you,\Mr. Moore.

[Applause]

MR. WILKES: Mr. Blackwell.

MR. BLACKWELL: I'm Jerémiah-Blackwell.
I'm representing Mrs. Ruthie Parrish [phl]l, as a
farmer since back in 1940 up until the present.
And what I want to talk about is the farm numbér--
farm numberf

This is the thing that the county

'government land office uses. They will not tell

you this is a county land office, which is called
the ASC office. It’'s thevgbvernment county land
office, and that particular director is paid'
directly by the government, and then that

particular person tells the little board members
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what to do. And the poor little board members
don’t know, so they do whatever the director tells "
them to do. And she’s paid, or he’s paid, by the
United States Government, so that let’s you know
right there what happened.
Now, let me show you what they’1ll do.

They will getAtogether with some good farmers and
give thé good farmers that number. Then the good
farmers will get the $50 million check, and the
little farmer will not get any parity check--which
this is fhe way to cut the little farmers off. The
parity took the little farmers’ land aﬁd then.give
all the'parity check to the great big farmers with
$50,000.

| ~ Now, if we were to say anything today
about this--For an examplé, I'm standing here, and
béils on [ph]l, and I wént to call Washington, D.C.
on the telephone. I call Washington, D.C. on the
telephone. Then they’re going 'to have a recbrdvto'
pléy, or eifher the line ain’‘t going to be open, or
they’1l tell me to push that button.

Now, what I'm saying is, you all open the
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line in Washington, D.C. for the people to get in,

because it’s been tokenism for the last past ten or

20 years. You call on the line; you can’t get
nothing. You call on the state office; they don’'t
know nobody. You see what I mean?

In other words, you gd to the federal
building. Then they'li tell you to go out on
Highway 55 or something, and won’t even tell you
where the building is at. You see what I mean?

So what'I’m saying is, I hope to God that
you all changg ﬁhis ;hing of communication, because
Aif-you call on this’telephone’you ain’'t going to
get nobody in Washington. And if you call on the
local, you ain’t going to get nobody.

And when‘it comes to‘that farm number; I
wish that the United States Department Qf
Agriculture would havé an investigation on the farm
number and call the people in that own that farm
number--which is the farmers, the landlords, and
the other pgople done skimmed them out of it. And
that’s where it’s feally at. That’s how the land

is getting killed.
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Now, Ms. Ruthie Parrish did not sign for
the farm bill--the laék of understanding. Now,
some of the farmeré got a $18 check. I don’t know
what you all got. I ain’t heard none of you all
‘talk about that $18 check you got from this land
farm-—In other.words, they’'re going ;o take control
of your land for ten years--till 2000.

I would like for us to come up with this
situation to tell us who got a check over $18 for
this here signing up for this farm bill. Thank
‘you.

MR. WILKES: Thank you, Mr. Blackwell.

Mr. Kenneth Smith is up next, and then Ms.
Betty»Puckettv[ph].

] MR. SPENCER: Kenneth Spencer.

MR. WILKES: Right..

MR. SPENCER: Okay. My name is Kenneth
Spencer, and I've been farming here in Humphreys
County for nine years. And before becoming a
| farmexr, I was a truck driver. 1I’ve been a trucker
and I.drove for a company, Lewis Grocery C9mpany.

And I got laid off about nine years ago.
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I invested all my savings earned in the‘farming
businéss. I farm rice and soybeans. I farm
appxoximately 3,500 acres out of my savings that I
had saved on the road.
| From the first beginning, the first vyear,
I applied for loahs through Farmers Home, and they
rejected me. On through the past, I applied for a
loan‘through Farmers Home. They rejected me . I
had to go all the way to Cedar Falls, Iowa, to a
cémpany called Ag-Serve of America [ph]l. ' They sent
me an épplication{ Overnight, my application was
in the mail. I filled it out. I overnighted it
back. In four days, they had aﬁproved me for a
loan.

In that pérticﬁlar year; I came up short.
I had a floor disaster. I came up short. I
couldn’t pay the& back. 1In '96, I went back to
Farmers Home and applied'for another loan. My loan
has been approved and obligated to Farmers. It’'s
in this package here now.

They give me a letter saying my loan‘has

been approved, give me a letter to go around and

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC.
507 C STREET, N.E.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002
(202) 546-6666




lew

27
give to creditors. PFiester [ph] Tractor Company,
right across the street from Farmers Home in

Lexington, Mississippi--I‘ve taken that letter over

there. The gentleman let me have everything I
need. I went to Rolling Fork, Mississippi, and
rented a 7240 [ph]l, a hundred-and-some-thousand-

dollar tractor, waiting on Farmers Home.
Three months later, right here in my home

town, the sheriff knocked on my door, told me I’'ve

.got three days to pay those people or I'm going to

jail. Farmers Home--1I haven’t seen the money from
Farmers Home vet.

"When I harvésted my ‘96 crop, Farmers Homé
name was on my check at the elevator. I mean, if
they haven’'t approved me, if they don’t owe me any
money, what'’s their name doing on my check? So I
mean; something’s going on wrong.

I went over to pick up my check, Jackie
Norton [ph];-The man [inaudible] done my paperwork.
I went over to pick my check up.  Jackie Norton
stepped out the closet, told the landowner that he

wasn’t going to give me nothing. I've been farming
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for nine years out of my pocket, and IAcan‘t‘get no
loah.‘ Here’s a tractor right here. Farmers Home
supposed to have been paid my equipment, a $110,000
tractor right here.

I was in the paper three weeks ago, the
Jackson Pledge and Ledgexr [ph]l. And the traﬁtor is
sitting right down here at the holding yard, the
John Deere Company. They rejected my loan.

And now three monthsvlater,'another jury
[ph]l] is going to bé coming out because’farmers Home
didn’t do what they’re supposed to do. And I need
you all to look into this.

Now, I'm going to say this. If Farmers
Home--If today was Farmers Home's payday, and tell
them the coﬁputef’s down and it’s going to be nine
days.before.they're going to get their checks,
they’1ll tear the office up. But I’'ve been waiting
nine’yearsvfor my loan, and I want it. Thank;you.

And I’d like to gi&e you all a copy . I'vé
got about four br five more coﬁies. And I want to
put it in the right hands, because I want to be

called. I've got an 800-number. 1I‘ll give you
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that before I leave here. It’s not on here, but
VI’ll giye»it td you.
o MR. WILKES: I want té make sure that I
got your name right. I put "Kenneth Smith." It’'s
Kennéth Spencer? .

MR. SPENCER: Kenneth Spencer.

MR. WILKES: Spencer.

29

MR. SPENCER: I've been living here all my

life. ‘I’ve been farming out my pocket for nine
vears, and I can’t go no further.

MR. WILKES: Mr. Spence:, there’s a
guestion from one of the team members.

TEAM MEMBER: Mr. Spencer?

MR. SPENCER: Yes.

TEAM MEMBER: The guestion I héve.is, did
you ever receive ahy loan proceeds from Farmers
Home Administration?

MR. SPENCER: I've got the letter here
when they were in the process--

TEAM MEMBER: Did you evér;—

MR. SPENCER: NQ.

TEAM MEMBER: You did not?
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MR. SPENCER: No. The only thing i’ve
seen from Farmers Home is the damage they’ve done
me, and the sheriff knocked on my door. I'm 40
years old. When I was at home with my mother the’
sheriff didn’'t come to my house looking for me.

And I don’'t want no sheriff cominé to my house now.
I'm 46‘years old.

TEAM MEMQER: Do you have a copy of'the'
letter?

MR. SPENCER: I've got every document in
here; the date they approved it, the date I went
over there. And you all just look at it.

TEAM MEMBER: And you say their name was
on your check ét the elevé;or?

MR. SPENCER: Their name4was on my check
at the elevator. ‘I called them. He said, "We can
take our name off the check.®" I might be a little
fast here, but I'm tryiné to beat that card [ph]
man.

.MR. WILKES: Mr. Spencer, as long és the%
are askiné you questions the time is not running

against you. It’s our time.
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MR. SPENCER: I have proof right here.
When I went iﬂ-the'farming business, I bought
approximately $450,060 of equipment, nine years
ago. I mean, every year I'm losiﬁg. Like this
year, this tréctor here, $110,000 tractor, the
biggest tractor John Deere makes. It’'s gone off my
farm. |

And I need some help. Another month and a
half, we’re going to be ready to go back to the
field. I want a 400-horsepower tracﬁor back at my
shop right here.in Belzoni [ipaudible] As fast as
possible, I need some help. |

,MR. WILKES: Mr. Spencer, when was your
loan approved?

MR. SPENCER: April;—March the 12th.

.MR..WILKES: Of this year?

MR. SPENCER: ‘96 .

MR. WILKES: I mean of ’'96, right.

MR. SPENCER: Also, I went to North.
[inaudible] in Jackéon down here. And when I went
to North’s office in Jackson, he got on the phone

right in front of me and called up there. And when
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he called, he hit his fist on the desk, told them
to put this first priority. I didn’t get no
result. But when he done that, Jéckie North
started the whole paper trace all over again. He’s

got the date on my paper, June the 20th, I think.
My loan was approved on the 12th. Jackie North

wants to. start a whole another paper trace all over

again.

TEAM MEMBER: Which coﬁnty are you in?

MR. SPEﬁdER: .Humphreys County, right here
Qhere we’'re sitting right here. Humphreys County,
Belzoni.

MR. WILKES: Thank you, Mr. Spencer.
Someone will definitely'be getting--

Mé; SPENCER: Also, I could say, if you
all can’t call me~-Cali me at héme or 800-number.
If you’'re busy in your office, I mean, if you have
time when you’re laying in your bed, pick up that
phone, call me on my 800-number. I want to talk to
sdﬁebody. |

MR.‘WILKES:v Thank you.

Ms. Betty Puckett. And after Ms. Puckett,
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Mr. Eddie Ross.

MS. PUCKETT: Hello. My name is Betty
Puckett. I am a farm advocate from Lacémp,.
Louisiana. My wérk is channeled‘through the
Louisiana Inner Church Conference.

‘I’ve been working with farmers for the
last ten:years. And everything that has been said
bere today,‘I can verify, I can document. I can
show you documentation of it in the case files that
I’m.holding, with almost any énd every farmer'thaﬁ
I represent, irregardless of small, large, or
black, or whatever.

Today we need somebody to hold the offices 
accountable for their actions. They have not been
accountaﬁie for what they do. And thét needs to be
done, if anybody’s going to ever be treated‘fairly.

The program delivery has been terrible.QAl
With the ’87 act and the 1990 act it was terrible.
All of a sudden, we had the 1996 Fair Act. That
has been being'iﬁplemented immeﬁiately because it
strips you of everything the ‘87 act had and

everything the '90 act has. So program delivery
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wiéh the 90 [sic] act has been quick.

You heard some farmers talking here today
about the time that they’ve been in theif~process.
It seems like that doesn’t matter with the Fair
Act. If you didn’t have a comple;e application, if
yvou didn‘’t Have the state director sign off on yéur
net recovery bﬁyout‘before that date, it doesn’t
matter if you'verbeen there for ten years or seven
or'eight years ih the process. The Fair Act just
says you’ré nét eiigible for it now. And this is
the type program:delivery that’s been beiﬁg
delivered with the Fair Act. It cuts you out.

"Also, under the 1994 Reorganization Act,
we had the national appeals division. It’'s .
supposed to be a very separate, féirer process
under the Secretary. Well, what has happened is,

I've done approximately 20 appeals or more since

that time. I’ve had five appeals reversed. I have
had none implemented yet. So that process is
really not working. The national appeals division

is very badly broken.

Before we had the national appeals
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division, we had the national appeals staff.
Decisions were reversed all the time. I have a

farmer in here today who had three decisions

reversed--but no implementation. I mean, you
didn’'t have a problem getting the decision
reversed. You just couldn’t get it implemented.

So what I’'m asking the Secretary to do is
to really take a very hard look'at'the problems
that we have today. If he needs to call on me,
I've got records. i've got records of what has
happenéd here today in my files at home.

As far as the fellow with the 0IG

investigation and retaliation, I‘ve got stories of

that. I've got stories of office of general
counsel being involved in calling the shots. If
the office of general counsel says, "This is the

way it ought to be," then that’s the way it is. It
doesn’t ﬁatter about your rights. .So the system is
very badly broken, as I see it. And I've been in
it éince 1986 working on the opposite side.

I do have to say, there was a very short

time that we had someone as administrator of the
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Farm,Serviéé Agency, or FMHA, that that -situation
started to turn a little bit. But then that was
stopped pretty quickly, beﬁause she was removed
from office.

And if anybody wants to call me, I'm open
to palk to anybody who wants to talk about their
case, who wants to get verification of what anyone
has said here toaay. That’s all I think I need to
say.

MR. WILKES: Thank you much:

Mr; Ross. And after Mr. Ross, Dr. Marty
Daniels [ph].‘ |

MR. ROSS: Yes. My name is Eddie Ross.
And I'm speaking on behalf of myself, Gregory Irvs
[phl, aﬁd‘Anthony'Howard. And. I'm from Warren
Cbunty, that’s located in Vicksburg.

And basically, e&erybody that’s spokeﬂ
today has kind of described our situation} to =&
point, bﬁt ours goes a little farther than thé .

average case here today.

‘Back in the years of ’90 and ’'91, we were

all rejected for operating loans. So we went
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through thehprocess‘and filed appeéls, We won the
appeals. We filed discrimination complaints. They
wrote us back from Washington saying, "Yes, you
were discriminated against." We have this in
writing right here.

" But still, the same county supervisors and
county committee year after year used the fact that
we filed these complaints and that they had to
attend civil rights training classes as a reprisal
against us, from '91 as to the present.

And what have we received? Delinguent.
accounts. Wﬁat has the county supervisor received?

He walked out with his 25 years of retirement,

leaving us with this debt over our head. And we’'re

getting threatened with 518 foreclosure packets.
And until this day, there has been nothing done to
justify what they’ve done to us. And that was,
they admitted discrimination toék place,_bﬁt we'?é
never received any kind of restitution from the
department. |

And on the same éase, it‘s a white farmer

from Louisiana. They confirmed discrimination
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against him. He was awarded a sél million»award.
And we also have tha£ right here.

So I'm saying today that being here and
listening to this prbblem is one thing; but when
you get to thé point you’ve filed the complaints
and they write you back and say, "Yes, we
discriminAted against you. So what?" I mean,
that’s.the end of the road.

If don;t nothihg be done, then why should
we even waste‘timg to keep on? We mightlas well
just quit farming, get out and get us a job, and
try to make a 1iving some other way. Thank you.

(Applause]

MR. WILKES: Thank you.

Dr. Mattie--And then we have André
Matthews; | |

‘DR. DANIELS: Thank you.: Good evening;
ladieb<and‘gentlemen and all that are involveaJ
Thank fou for this opportunity to speak.

I live in Memphis, Tennessee, but own farm

land with my son in Missiésippi, around Holly

Springs. And this is sort of like a fourth career.
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One was nursing. I taught for 32 years in Chicago,
because it was easy for me to get a job at that
particular time.

My son interested me in agriculture. I’'m
inperested in careers in agriculture, and'I don't
think i heard anything said about training the
future farmer.

I listened here to some of thé painful
tesfimonies of hoﬁ difficult it is to obtain loans.
And it appears that the applications are facades
for denial in most instances. We need to try to
paint the picturé to young people of a more
positive situation for farmers becauée if you look
around, yéur grandchildren, great grandchildren,

and future children really can’t see a need to go

‘into farming at all. Because if they have the same

kinds of problems as their dad, grandparent, and

the like, yoﬁ know, it’s Jjust not appeaiing.

I knew a number of guys that had
agriculture deérees as I workea‘in Chicago, but
sometimes they didn’t want people to know. They

taught physical education, and the like.
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So we're going to have‘to stress
incentives, échOla:ships, to‘begin rather early
whereas there will be a good reason to go into
fa?ming, and let people have a more positivé way.

So 1I'd like to share some other comments
that I wrote. My soﬁ just told me that we were
coming to this conference late last night. So I’'m
vice president df Family Farmers Conference. I am
especially concerned about the future farmers. °So
as a retired teacher of 32 years, agribusiness
careers are a definite interest.

Baéically; i would like to beat the drum
for’creatingvmore positive images of careers for
farmers. The old farmers are dying out. The youth
must be directed to understanding some ofAthé
sudcessful aspects of marketing, of food
production, operatioﬁ of farm eQuipment.
Young_farmers must bée educated in basic
math skills, economics, baﬁking,}investing, plant
and animal sciences, animal husbandry, computer
literacy, local marketing,inational and

international sales.
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We must assiét the local black farmers to
develcp local cooperatives and businesses with the
food production, distribution, transportation
markets. I would encourage you to focus on
families, éspecially.children, community economics,
local businesses, private sector, and the éeople of
communities. A thrust for unity in a community is
necessafy for the creation of climate for economic
survival.

The municipalities need to be concerned

for the citizens’ living conditions, for a quality

lifestyle. Be more concerned for human life,
period. Become more cooperative for your immediate:
neighbors. This is for farmers. Become more
civic-minded. Réach out.

Laws are too difficult. Paperwork
bureaucracy is almost insurmountable. Too many
farms are lost. We must focus on building strong

communities through unity of good job development, -
collective respdnsibility, quality education and
workplace production, collective work

responsibility, self-determination, creativity and,
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above ali, faith.

Ihclﬁde local people in strategic
planning. Remember that jobs control ownership for
é strong local community. Agriculture training
schools afe too far'away from most of us. Liberal
arts training colleges train teachers; but there'é.
only so many'schools 80 there are only so many jobs
for teachers. So why not integrate incentives in
schools to develop farmers for the future? Thank
you very much.
| MR. WILKES: VThank you. I'm going to take
one more person.  And what I have is that I want to
make sure that everyone knows that there’s an
opportdnityAto maké sure that ybur comments are
actually réceived by this team as well as the~
Secretary of Agriculture.

And let me réiterate. The‘ageﬁda thét you
got this morning, if you are not able to get your
comments recorded here, make sure that you call
this particular number. And‘the local staff will
be availabie this afternoon to continue to take

those recordings of anyone who does not get a

{
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chance to be at this forum here.
So this is going to be the last individual

that we will hear from. It will be Mr. Andre

Matthews. And after we finish that, then make sure
that those comments are actually there. Mr.
Matthews.

MR. MATTHEWS: Good afternoon to our
distinéuished'panel, special guests, farmers, and
supporters. It’s a pleasure to be here to speak to
you on very important issues. I'm Andre Matthews
from the Holly Springs, Mississippi; area. I
represent Family Farmers Coéperative.

Our group consists of 25 minérity farmers
inAvegetable production. We'’re experiencing
difficulties and would like to exﬁand our existing
business and enéourage new business in our area.

Recently, areas of the country have
experienced‘many problems of crop iosses and
disasters in reference to those disasters that are
now in Florida and Mexico. I would like to offer
one suggestién. One possible remedy is to empower

Mississippi black farmers.
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Many products grown in Elorida and Mexico
could be grown fight here in Mississippi. I also
view those kinds of diéasters as a Ehfeat to
nationai security affecting the income and survival -
conditions of people on fixed aﬁd low income. Just
as the military groups haQe reserves, such as Air
Force reserves, Army reserves, Navy :eser&es, how
abdut séme farmef reserves? We never know when or
where disasters will strike, whether flood or
drought. | |

Mississippi black farmers.could be here.to
help. Please help us feed and provide food for our
children, families, neighbors, now and in the
future. As we embark ﬁpon thg 21st century, pleasé 
help us to acquire info on grants, other sources of
funding, equipment,‘technical assistance, and
seeds; also, economic opporﬁunities that would
allow us to network with other farmers in the
United States.

There are only a few black férmers left,
less than 10,000 or 15,005. Most are in

Mississippi. Please share your resources soO we can
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help America. Thank you.
_MR. WILKES: Thank you.
On behalf of the Mississippi Food and
Agricultufe Council, I want to. thank each member
that has come here today to participate in this

listening forum, as well as I want to sincerely

show and say thank you to the Secretary of

Agriculture, as well as this team that has come
here to listen to the concerns that are out in the
countryside not only in Mississippi but throughout.
the whole southeast region.

I hope that each one of you all has a safe

and‘productive year, as well as a safe trip home.

This concludes our listening forum as far as the

open forum 1is concerned. Thank vyou.

[End of Open Listening. Forum.]
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MODERATOR: What is your name?

-

MR. COLEMAN: My name is Houston Lee

Coleman.

MODERATORi Spell it.

MR. COLEMAN: H-O-U—.S"T-O—N L-E-E° C-0-L-
E-M-A-N.

MODERATOR: What county are you from?

MR. COLEMAN: Bolivar. Bolivar County.

:ﬁODERATOR:‘ Okay. State your comment.

MR. COLEMANQ My comment is thét I'm a
farmer for Boliv;r\cbunty. I've beeﬁ farming all

my iife;‘ And my éuestion is--Well, the problem I'm
having, I have some¥-well,kit's family land. And
it fell into the government'’s in&entory.

‘And I haa a lease [inaudible]l And all the |
ﬁime that I was leasing the land and talking with |
themqaboﬁt buying ;he propefty, they were telling
me of course I farmed at one time. I got a loan
from them in 1974.1>And because of this,'after’
years, then I had been 5ankrupt. And‘I haven’t had

a loan with the go#ernment since. But I struggled

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC.
507 C STREET, N.E.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002
(202) 546-6666




lew

3
some kind of way up until this point;vférming on my
own. | |

And I leased thié property that was family
land. And they were telling me that--In other
words,.I bank;upted and my wifé didn’t. So that
left the security still standing out there. They
were telliné.me'thatbl need to get rid of the
bounds fph] of the land, for the security, you
know, before I'd be able to get another loan to
evenvbuy property, or even an operating loan.

And the people that I w;s talking with
that have dealt with ﬁe in the office have told me
that they~hadn't heard of this‘before. .You know, I
could séeAthat_theyvdidn’t believe me. So I kept
talking.with the supervisor there about the county
office. His name was Mike Evers [ph]l. I kept up
with him. |

And I knew my lease was going to end on
the 31st of'becember of ’96. ‘Somewhere in the
early part éf'this yéar I started trying ﬁo get an
exﬁension on my‘lease, yéu know, so when this time |

comes up that I could keep moving, you know, not
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let it‘siip u? onAﬁe.>

They‘tOLd me, "Well, just’go ahead on, and
when that time comes up thenvcome back.in hére and
deal with it," you know. ©Now all tﬁat time I'm
talking about’bﬁying the property they didnft care
about me being bankrupt, that I couldn’'t buy it,
you know. | '

Some come January [inaudible] And I knew

my lease was out, so I had to go in the office and

find out what I needed to do. Then this is when

they told me that they wouldn’t--Well,. they had

| already told me they would extend my lease. They

couldn’t éxtend it. If I wanted to buy the land,
then I’'ve got to go elsewhere to find the money to
do that, you know.

And I told them, I said, weli, I didn"t

thinkvthat was fair, you know; that I’'ve worked

this 1and'thatvlong,'you’know, with the lease, and

now they just tell me that I need to go find money
elsewhere, which I know is going to be kind of hard
tb just get out somewhere and find some money

[inaudible].
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But an?way,‘so the supervisor.[inaudible}
is Gail Britt [ph]. And this is the day before Néw
Years that I talked with them in the office. And
they were off for New'Years, éo She told me to call
her baék.oanhufsday, which was thé day after New
Years. So I called. She had sent me this package.

This 1is a package saying--1 got a letter

‘along with it, saying that they had allotted money

out in the ‘97 program, or bill, you‘know’
[inaudible] But when I called her that Thﬁfsday
she said, "Well, I shouldn’t have sent you that
package because if you.have taken Chapter 7 then
you are not eligible for that program."

I said, "Well, that don’t sound fair
because if you basicéllyf-That gives you another
chaﬂce; ?ou know." And I bankrupted in 1985. That

was 11 years ago. And that'’s just where I am. I'm

out now trying to find [inaudible] to get money to

buy that farm.
MODERATOR: Okay.
MR. BOYD: My name is DeWayne Boyd.

That’s D-E-capital W-A-Y-N-E Boyd, B-0-Y-D. And
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I'm out of Oktibbeha‘c:ounty.~ That’s O-K-T-I-B-B-E-
H-A. | |

MODERATOR: State your comment, sir.

MR. BOYD: Who would i be'addreséing thisq
to? |

MODERATOR: The Secretary of Agriculture.

MR. BOYD: Mrl GliCkﬁan, I again thank you
for taking this opportunity ﬁo allow me to present
this iséue. I'm the same fellow tﬁat meﬁ you in
D.C. with NABS, John Boyd, and my attorney James‘
Mardon [ph] in ﬁﬁe class.action.o

As 1 waé telling you about ;his issue here
in Mississippi, particularly in my area of
Oktibbeha;Cognty, discrimination that you can see
is a very egregiéus situation here in the state.
ButIYOu must.be made aware, also, ﬁhat the
cérrupﬁion issue 1is jﬁst as blatant and well hidden
as the issues of discrimination.

And most of. the persons here have
éddressed the iSsué of discrimination. Mine
particularly speaks to the issue of corruption;-not

eliminating the issue of discrimination in that
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regard.
I havé been through three administrations
now with this issue. .And iﬁ bre&ity, I would just
fput it dowﬁ to_this»issue. The entire matter that

I'm involved in, as 1I presentéd that letter to you
to Mr. Grahp\Bﬁntrop [ph],undér O;GAComplaint P-as-
in-Paul S-as-in-Sam 5099-0013, needs to be
investigated by indepéndentvcounsel Donna Smaltz
[phl.

I ﬁave letters here from Congressman Benny '
Thompson addressed to Attorney General Janet Réno,
requesting just such an investigation. 'As you’re

well aware of the issue of Norris Fost [ph]l, Mike

Espy’s state appointee for Consolidated Farm

Services, and his recent resighation due_to:lying
on the three-count indictment to a grana jury in
the Mitchell mattef,-ﬁhich was subsid? fraud, I
wbuld respectfuliy‘request that you release to my
aﬁtcrneys or authofize to release to my attorneyé
the administrative‘decision dated August 30th,
1990, from then-state director Jamés R. Huff [phl

to the national director Laverne Offman [ph] of

© *MILLER REPORTING CO., INC.
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FMHA, WhichAéutlines the criminal acfivities thét
Waldrop Lph] Farms ana.its principals were involved
in as it relétes to my family’s land in dktibbeha
County,‘

In relation to this same complaint, as it
ﬁertains tp Mr.ffost's handling of'thisf if he lied
in thét matter, what’s to say what hé}did not do as
it relé;es to my issue. I would respectfully
request invmy:matter that you again forward this
matter over'tQ‘Attorney General Jane; Beno fér
investigation by independeﬁt counsel Donna Smaltz;
that this entire matter be reviewed; that the
enfire office of the ASCS in Oktibbeha;County,

particularly starting with CED [ph] directcr‘Judy

‘Abernathy, be fired; .that OIG investigator Steve -

Gaines [ph] be fired, and that the regional
director D.G. Goodman [ph] be fired, for their

handling of this particular matter in Oktibbeha

County.

I have letters and‘ddcumentatipn which was
discovered. And let me-staté‘this to you, Mr.
Glickman. Today. as Qe spoke here in Belzcni;<I was
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informed lést night aﬁ teh o’clock that this date
was also my pre-trial conferegce on the false
claims’act1to which I’'m in federal court here in
Aberdeen, Mississippi.

I haQe been thfough kidnappings. I héve
beeﬁ fired from my state positi§n with the
departmenf of agriculture hefe in Mississippi,
becausehoi my efforts to file this false claims act

against Ben F. Tilden, Jr. [ph], who was the

sovereignty [ph] commission official here in

Mississippi, a former sovereignty commission
official, and Waldrop Farms, and subsequently
against Oktibbeha County sheriff Doss Bryan [phl
and commissioner of agriculture John Buck Ross
[phl.

I have documentation that shows
indisputabiy the collusion of AéCS officials that I.

mentioned in aiding and abetting'the fraudulent

receipt of subsidy payments on the Wynn [ph] Estate

lands in Oktibbeha County, principally being Farm
Number 147 and adjoining estate land Farm 143.

I welcome the opportunity to present this

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC.
507 C STREET, N.E.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002
(202) 546-6666



http:again.st
http:again.st

lew

10 .

to Department of Agriculture attorneys, even though
attorney James Gilliland Iph], general cqunsel, is
involved in'this ﬁattex, as was.Secretar?vEspy to
whom Qe have subpoenaéd for this particular ﬁalse>
claims act, as was‘Norris Eost.

| I héve no other recourse but thefiliﬁg df
lawsuits to seek juStice'in this matter. And if
the truth of this has to éome out in federal court,
it wouid be a very big embarrassment4to USDA fér
their collusive acts on behalf of their.officials
inAthié matter. And that'’s something that I would
hope that wé can. avoid.

I'm scheduled fér trial February 13£h,

1887. . As my letter to you to Mr. Grant Buntrop was
dated Décember 9th,’1996, which I personally’
delivered to you in- that conference meéting there
in Wasﬁington December 12th——1 woula hope to hear
something from USDA officials as to their intent to
reopen.the iﬁvéstigation in light of that
indictment 6f Norris Fost, énd what the USDA
intendgvto do in relation to preventing the coverupv

or continuing with the coverup that I uncovered
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with the fraudulent actions that I_uncovered in
this matter.

I thank you for your tiﬁe, for listening
to this. And you,cah reach my attorney, Mr.
Solomon Osborne [ph]l. He's at area code 601, 453-
0511.‘ He's located in‘Greenwood, Mississippi. And
yéu may reach me, if need be. I'm in D.C. at (202)

347-2411. And also, to receive any further
1

briefing in this matter you can contact the offices

of Congressman Benny Thompson--principally his

A,Jchief»of staff, Charlie Horne [ph]. Th?nk”you for

paking thié time.

Mr.'Glickman,'in addition, I just wanted
to state thatiI’ll be leaving certain documentation
that I have for your perusal. Thank you.

MR. SMITH: My name is Aubrey Smith. i{m
from Tallahatchie County. My name is A-U-B-R-E-Y
Smith.

My complaint ié, at the FHA office in
Charleston, I weﬁt in‘to apply:foi a ioan; a cattle
{phl loan, land and cattle purchase, and I was told

that they did not have any money to do this.
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So I waited abbut a year, 'and I go back in
to ask for an application, and the man give me an
application‘for.é gonétruction loan, and I Want‘to
appl? for a land and éattle ;oan. That was hy'
complainﬁ.

On behalf of my‘broﬁher, Leon Smith, when
he  moved back from ﬁeméhis to‘Chafleston hé wanted
to apply for-a loan,vand he'Qas‘told by the FHA
that he was ﬁoﬁ méking'enoﬁéh money‘to apply for a
loan. So about a year later, he got a\job at
Newsprint South [ph] in Grenada [ph], énd he goes
back in to reéppiy for a loan. And tﬁis time, he
Qés tola that he’was‘méking too much money. So on
béth‘occaSions, it was either/of, he‘was ﬁaking too
much or.ﬁot making enough. And that was our
complaint.  Thank,you. |

MR. WILLIAMS: Mitchell Williamé, Bolivar
[ph] County. M-I-Téc-H-E—L—LA W-I-L-L-I-A-M-S.

MODERATGR:A'Okay. Make your comment.

MR. WILLIAMS: The comment is, the

problems that I‘ve had with Farmers Home is that

lfor the last 20-some years I’ve been dealing with
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them off and on. But on 99 pef;ent.of the -
occasions the loans were iate being processed, ér
late getting your money, or not at all. In the
instagce when you got the money; it was too late to
do anything. |

"And I asked them on several occasions
would they give me a‘subordinate to go into é bank
or another loan institution and get monéy to carry

me over until the loan is approved, and they would

not give it to me in writing. What they did tell

me was to go to the bank. I went to the bank, and

vthe bank would call them, it would be "No." So

apparently, what they were telling the bank was
somefhing different from what they were telling me.
But the bottom line is, I did not get it.
And this forced me into bankruptcy. Ahd I tried to
get my'chilaren to--I had trouble with the local
supervisor to let my children, ﬁwo children, one

25, the other one 23, that they want to continue to

 farm. And I have three other children that are

teenagers.

And she told me upon that occasion, "Yes,
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send them down." - And once they went down, she told
them, "No," they could not be able to farm because
of some rule that she told. I don’t remember--The

bottom line was shé was denying.

| And I've written them a letter asking for
informationAabout the property, that they had been
restructured [inaudible] And I will'leave you a
létter‘that'l wrote to them. I have not yet gotten
the information that I asked for in this leﬁter; |
Thank you for your>time and attention.

MODERATOR: Thank you.

MR. BROWN: Ready?

 MODERATOR: Yes.

MR. BROWN: My namé is Roy.Lee Brown,
spelled R-O-Y L-E-E ‘B~R<o~wa, in Hélmes'Coﬁnty,
in'the‘state of Mississippi. |

MODERATOR: Give your comment.

" MR. BROWN: Okay. I'm represeﬁting
Valerie [ph]fBrown Farms. ‘And'in 1994 Valerie
Brown submitted an application‘to Farmers Home
office in Lexington. "And they told her that she

would have to get-a 100-percent guarantee loan from
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a lending institution.
So she got thatvloo-percent guaranteed

loan from Ag-Guaranty [ph] here in Belzoni. They

agreed to loan her a 100-percent guaranteed loan.

And then when Ag-Guaranty submittea their
application to the Farmérs Home, they sit on. the
a?plication until June the 25th.l It was too late
to piant anything then. And so she didn’t get no
loan that year. | |

| | And so from then on, she hasn’t been
farming any more. So now she owed fhe FHA $200}000
because she did get a loan in 1994 in order to try
to pay the back debt off and pay her existing loans
off. And so now that théy’re getting ready to
foreclose on her: want to take her lénd, want to
sell it, giving her the option to buy it baek. But
she’s 76 years old now, and she’s not able to gét a

loan from any other lending institution.

So I would ask that they get her file and

write that debt off, because she’s too old. She

isn’t going to be able to get no--ain’t nobody

going to be,able to loan her no money to--you know,

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC.
507 C STREET, N.E.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002
(202) 546-6666




lew

16
to buy her land back.
,MOﬁERATOR¢ Okay. Thank you.

MR. WILLIAMS: Bénnié Williams. And you
spell the name B-E-N-N-I-E and W-I-L-L-I-A-M-S,
Williams; And I'm fro& Bblivér County.

V»MODERATOR: Okay. State your comment.

MR. WILLIAMS: Okay. My comment is |
totally different from what they had;' Mine is
about Qater. We've been heré thfee years in
Mississippi. We moved from Chicago to here5 Since
I‘vé béen here, I d;dn’t even kﬁow that it was
thisQ—you know; this bad down here. People don't
even have water ih‘the rural aréas.

We're like a mile from‘every direction,
from water. And since, you know, before wé moved
here we paid the deposit‘down for the water lines
td be run . through, down from Sunflower Couﬁty
across over to Boiivér, because_we’re fight by the
boraer line. And we haven’t got any water4yet.

'Every year since I've been here, the same
man, Mr. Leon Williams [phl--he’s a contraétér——

would tell you,‘"The water is coming. You’'re going
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to get it.: You're going to get it." But we never

get the water, you know. And [inaudible] I went

‘over to talk to him, me and my father‘and another

[inaudible]. And we talked about the water to him.
And he said at that time--It was about

three or four ﬁoﬁths ago. He said, well, ﬁhey
couldn’ﬁ bring the water because, you know, the
[inaudible] are coming in nbw and he couldn’t do
it, they didn’t have the funds for the water. And
he said but they would get the funds{ And thaﬁ's
what he’s been saying fof the last three.years, the
funds were there and they were going to ruh the
water down. . But up to now we still dén‘t have no
water. And we don’t know if we’re going fo get any
water from these people. ‘

~ So we hooked up with--I_don’t know the
guy’s name [inaudible]. 1It’s a different water
line. We hooked witﬁ this guy. We had to pay
another fee fof this guy. But we figured if we
can’t get it coming from the east, maybe we can get
it coming ffom north, you know, éet somebody to

come bring us--you know, would bring a line through
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there, gecéuse Qe're right there, you know,
surrounded whefé all the water'’s at, but'yetAwe
just can’t get it.

And my wife [inaudible] she has called all
ﬁhe wéy from [inaudible] to Washington, D.C.,
several times. Washingtén sometimes calls back.
But.‘you'know; shefs:the one talked to ﬁhem. And
they assured me Qe'ré going.to get some watér, but
vet wé hgven't‘got’it yet.

-And M:.rLeon [ph],.you know, he just said
it [iﬁaudible],well, it’s‘more than Mr.)Leon,'Mr.
Leon and a few others [inaudible] Mister--What's
this ﬁan’S~name? [inaudible]' But he said the sahe
thing; you know,~the‘ﬁbney'was coming and théy weié
getﬁing ﬁhe mone?, the honey's coming in, and we‘re

going to get it. He had assured us we were going

lto get water. Every'time we called, fhat we weie»
going to get iﬁ, we weréquing to getAit.
[ihaudible] And then,‘you know, send you over to
another year [inaudible]

I mean, you know, we really get sick of

it. Now we'’re thinking about putting a civil suit
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[inaudible] If we get this water out of
[inaudible] If they can bring this water in--Now
we just put in for this water just last year. Now,

if we happen to get this water, if we gef the loan
frém FHA to get the water thréugh there, you know--
They already got a loan for the water, but if they
can get additional loans to‘bfing the watef an
extra half-mile over, then we hook up- -

MS.  ‘: See, what he’s not
explaining is the fact that they have gone:out

their way to bring water to people that had a

community well. We are on the main road and cannot

get water. They have gone in the boonies to- give
people water, and it?s all white peoplg‘that have
gotten this water. And Ehe black community.that
sits in the heart of the area, it has goné to four
points around the areé just to keep us frém getting
watef. |

It is riaiculous. - And when you bring
these ﬁoints up to, liké, Leonqwilliams and the guy

in Greenville from FHA, I have talked to‘Benny

- Thompson about this. He has helped. But thé‘
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problem is not resolved.

I mean, you wait-and you wait and--We've
just pretty much gotten to t%e,pdint where we know
these white people that are on the river. 'They
just sit up there and tell us—;Théy tell us a story
from one end of the year to the next. And that's

all we build on, and we hold on to this hope we’re

going to det water.

" His parents, my husband’s parents have .
been on the land-- .

MR. WILLIAMS: Forty-acre land.

MS. | ' : On 40 acres of lgnd, and
they've been theré for 70-some-odd ?ears, and they
still‘have not gotten water. When they were taking
éollections for water, we were one of the first |
people on the list for water--

MR. WILLIAMS: And the last.

Ms. : --and the last people to
still receive water. 1It'’s the pgint of fhey’re
going totally out of the>Way to give us water. And
it’s just really sad.v I mean, it's pitifuli

MR. WILLIAMS: I.can’t understand it.
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MObERATOR: All right.

MR. FOREMAN: Okay. My name is James
Foreman, J-A-M-E-S  E-O—R-EeM-A-N, Yazoo County.

Now, what I want to stape now is about my
farming. I farm and I was denied on'loans, my
loans. I had a disaster. I didn’t Qet no help.
About three vears back,.I didn’'t ' get no help. And
ieheard~about this meeting here; I wanted to come
up here and see if I.Can get help for ’'97.

And I've,got'othér bills that I want to
try to pay if I can. So that'’s oﬁe thing,; number-
one, I wanﬁ to try to‘get in;ou

MODERATOR: Okay.

[End of Recording.]
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