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2/9/9  (Item 1 from file: 705)
DIALOG(R)File 705:The Orlando Sentinel
(c) 1997 Orlando Sentinel. All rts. reserv.

" 10993190 -

- USDATO CUT'1 320 JOBS | v
Orlando Sentinel (OS) - Saturday, July 12, 1997
Edition. METRO Sectxon BUSINESS Page Cl

‘MEMO:
- COLUMN: BRIEFCASE
TEXT:

The U.S. Department of Agnculture aims to cut about 1,320 admmlstratlvc;
jobs over the next five years, mostly in the rural offices that help i,

~ farmers with government programs. The planned job cuts would save an
- estimated $449 million, according to a memo by Agriculture Secretary Dan .~

Glickman, which was made public Friday. ; S
Copynght (c) 1997 Sentmel Commumcatxons Co:

DESCRIPTORS EMPLOYMENT DECREASE

s g b o e



- five 'years in an attempt to shift money into computer modernization and to

2/9/11 (ltem 2 from file: 706)

f DIALOG(R)Ftle 706:(New Orleans)Times Plcayune o ¥ — ,

(c) 1997 Times I’xcayune All rs. reserv..

E 09194195 : ‘
. AGRICULTURE TO CUT l 320 POSITIONS A
‘New Orleans Tirnes Picayune (NO) - Sunday, July 13, 1997
. By: STEPHEN BARR The Washington Post =~
- Edition: THIRD Section: NATIONAL Page A? o
- Word Count 297 » t

A
LA

fTTEXT

WASHINGTON - The Agnculture Department plans to cut about l_,320 o

" administrative jobs at its county, state and national offices in the next

' vprotect basic services, accordmg ‘to an mternal memo prepared for
,Secretary Dan Gl lckman

Between 500 and 600 administrative positions in personnel, procurement .

and other support’ actlvrtles would be lost at the department s Washmgton
_‘ headquarters . k

thkman mf'ormed key deputies of the cuts tlus week and then called' -
department representatives in several states to explain his proposal, |-
- sources said. The sources estimated savings from the proposed reduction and
consolidation of admxmstratlve staﬁ' could run as high as $449 rmll:on
A dunng the next five years.

~ The brunt of the’ cuts would come in the Farmr Service Agency, which helps

~ farmers qualify for and comply with programs; the Natural Resources .

~* Conservation Service, which" provides technical expértise to farmers; and
‘rural development agenc:les that provnde housing, busmess and uttlmes _
services. o : .

' In most courities and states, each of the agency's.offices has its own-

personnel, procurement and accounting staff. The proposal would consolidate. L

these staffs into. one, provrdmg savmgs in payroll rents vehlc es and
: equtpment : L :

"Unless we - srmpllfy our admmrstratwe overhead and reduee costs we”
will not have credibility when we ask the Congress to appropnate funds for
‘our programs and we will ultrmately be unable to prowde adequate servnces
'+ toour customers the memo satd : SN




~

for farm programs but has made a series of cuts in departmental accounts
used to pay salaries and expenses. Glickman's decision to cut overhead

positions also .comes in the midst of a broader downsizing at Agriculture,

where about 11,000 workers had been scheduled to lose their )obs in the
" next four years. ~ - :

The proposal comes at a time when Congress has provided Stéble'ﬁnancin}g
1
!
i

Copyright (c) 1997, The Times-Picayune Pub. Corp. "
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some of the sightings at state fair

m
Continued from Page 4G
and other states have creited morale

. problems in some of the offices,

Glickman aaid.

Although there are fewer USDA
employees, he said, the workload
has not gone down.

Huge sign-ups under the 1995

: Farm Act, which was m\plemenled

in 1996, and this year's sign-up for

_the newly revised Conservation Re-

serve Program have put a strain on
many USDA people, he said, and he
wanted them to know he was aware
of that,

More budget cuts and

“downsizing” are in the offing, he
said,
. At a public forum in the Penninv
groth Center in the Cattle Barn,
Glickaman and his host, {1.8. Sen. Tom
Harkin, D-1a., sat in the auctioncer's
stand in the sale ring and tried to seli
their policies to the 250 people who
attended.

Of course, when a Secretary of Ag-
riculture comes to lows, ethanol is
bound to be.on the agenda, -

Max Smith of Knoxville, who is
secretary of the lowa Corn Promo-
tion Board, thanked Glickman and
llarkin for supporting an extension
of the tax credits for ethanol but not-
ed that the enension lasts only \mul.
- 2000.

What is the plan to ftet the exten-
slon lengthened until’ 2007, Smith
asked?

known as the Intermodal Surface
Transportation Ef ﬁc:e'ncy Act, nick-
named ISTEA or “ice ten by the in-
slde«the-Beltway crowd, to get etha~
nol's eredits extended to 2007, )

The problem, Harkin said, is that
the bill will have to paiss through the
same committees in Congress that
limited cthanot tax oredus in thc
budget biil.

Harkin said he hoped to use a bllt |

6 41t’s a very fitting

thing. DairyIs so
"important, and this

gives a whole new
_importance to the dalry

industry.??
' —— Dun Glickman. |
C o US avcrétary of ugriculeure, i
cornmnwencing on ‘Butter Eleis”

can get it In ancther bill,” Harkin
said. “"We're going to fight tooth and
nall to extend (the ethanol tax cred-
tes) till 2007."

Glickman paid a visit to the lows
Pork Tent, where he talked with
lowa pork leaders about exports,
erop prospects and the performance
of the 1996 farm bill. -

Then he walked over to the lowa
Cattlemen's Beef Quarters, where he
talked with csattle industry leaders
about opening up the Conservation
Reserve Program to haying and graz-
ing because of short pastures in
parts of lowa.

As he left for the airport, Glick-
man called his visit,to the lows btale
Fair *fascinating.”

And, he said pecple he talked t.o

“We're going to have m e lf we |

SEN. TOM HARKIN DSy

J‘I'M—k LAY

Sent L,

0ff1c1al Just

seermned to be !n A pretty go-od mood

o People aeem to feel there's a fu-

ture in agriculture. he said.

It was quir.e a8 Stace Fair for Lau-
ren Chﬂs&tan.lmmal science profes-
sor and director of the lowa Pork In-
‘dustry Center at
University.

First, Christian and his nephew,
Chad Christian, showed the grand
champion Landra& gilt and the re-
serve cha.mpion Landrace boar at the
t‘air s L.nndrace show.

lowasa, 3tate

“ Lauren and Chad Christian ure

partners in CVV Landrace, which
produces purebred Landrace hoga.

Then, Chﬂstian and his three
brot.hera — Al, Duane and Dean —
were given honorary lifetime mem-
berships in the Duroc Bneeders Asso-
ciation. o

The presentation of the awarda
was made by the Chnsmm brothers'
facher, Francia.

Fmally, Lauren Christian was pre-
sented with the State 4-H Alumni

Award dunng the 4-H market hog

show, i

Christian has long been active in
4-Has a a(udem and a teacher, and
met his wite. Nelda, at the National

© 4-H Congress where both were dele-

gates. ,
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Copyrlght 1997 The Kansas C1ty Star Co. |

THE KANSAS CITY STAR

“August 7, 1997 Thursday METROPOLITAN EDITION

SECTION: NATIONAL/WORLD: Pg. ‘Aq L S T

LENGTH: 731 words' : g

HEADLINE: Clinton tabs Thompson for key ]ob
Kansas treasurer to be named to Agrlculture Department p031t10n.

BYLINE® STEVE KRASKE Political Correspondent i
BODY: o ;

. President Cllnton announced Wednesday that "he 1ntended to
nominate Kansas Treasurer Sally Thompson to the job of chief

. financial officer for the U.S. Agrlculture Department. -

The nomlnatlon will be made off1c1a1 once the L'Senate‘reconvenes
, ‘ I
Thompson, 57, said she was thrilled |

"I'm excited and honored, and I'm acceptlng the pres1dent s call
‘'serve in his admlnlstratlon with the same commitment to '

'good—quallty publlc policy and sound financial practlceslthat I

worked for here 1n the treasurer’s offlce," she said. = |

]
~ The Senate will consider the nomlnatlon. It was unclear Wednesday
when confirmation hearings would begin.

' : |
Thompson’s appoxntment came desplte a two-year 1eglslat1ve
controversy over her management of - a state fund called the Mun1c1pa1

"Investment Pool. The pool lost more than $ 20 million ln - 1994 and

1995. The following year lawmakers stripped the treasurer s office of
its power,to. make anestment de0191ons.v ' V , o 1

Thompson said. she thought the president’s staff knew About the

- issue and was convinced that’ market forces, not. problems|1n her

© the ‘support of all the senators," the Democrat sald.. P

offlce,.caused the  problem. She was confident that the Senate ~would
confirm her. . L : ; - : , -

"I have no reason to believe that I won’t have ultlmately
|

| «
Thompson, who would be the first Kansae treasurer to resxgn since

1938, will continue in the post untll the Senate votes on her

'confirmation; Gov. Bill Graves, a Republican, would appoint a

‘cessor to. complete the final 17 months of Thompson = { term

~ In her new job, whlch is expected to pay more than $ 100, 000 a
year, Thompson would oversee the department's accounting; and '

'~f‘financial management act;v1t;es, including- its $ 81 bllllon budqet.

|

 PAGE
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THE KANSAS CITY STAR, August 7 11997, Thursday

|

~ She w1ll report dlrectly to Agriculture Secretary DanfGllckman, ‘a
former U. s ‘House member from Kansas. '

. First’ elected 1n 1990, Thompson succeeded Joan Finney§ who_was"
. elected governor that year. Thompson was re*elected in 1994.

Last year she was defeated in a run for the U.S. Senate ~ by :
Republlcan Pat Roberts. He polled 62 percent and Thompson 34 percent
in a sometlmes bitter race. N o : i‘ _ '

' on the nlght of her loss, Thompson said she planned to leave -
politics. | ‘ ' J | L

Ironlcally, the fate of Thompson s nomlnatlon now rests at least
partly in Roberts’ hands. Roberts is a member of the Senate _
Agriculture Commlttee, whlch will conduct Thompson’ s conflrmatlon
hearings. : | .

, In a telephone conversation last week, Roberts assured Thompson“
that he would not stand in her way and . would, .in fact, work to speed
up the confirmation process, a Roberts spokeswoman. sald.

In thelr‘Senate campalgn, Roberts regularly accused Thompson of _
smanaging the Municipal Investment Pool. But Roberts'l support of

avThompson probably would eliminate the 1ssue as an obstacle for her.
l

Thompson’s intention to leave her job is another blow to the
Kansas Democratic Party, which holds only two statewide offices -
- treasurer and: 1nsurance commlsSLOner, a post held by Kathleen
Sebelius. . , . l

Graves almost 'Tcertainly would £ill Thompson's job_wioh‘ a

Republicah.-‘ o L ' 'E

Asked Wednesday whether Graves would app01nt a caretaker to. hold

the job until the next election or someone who would seek election to

the job, spokesman Mike Matson said no de01s1on had been made.

He also demurred when asked whether the governor would con51der
'~ appointing House Speaker Tim  Shallenburger, a polltlcal ‘rival, to the

job. Shallenburger announced Tuesday he would run for‘treasurer next“i

year.
-“We'll look at all the optlons avallable," Matson Sald.:,

. Graves will not make any app01ntment untll the Senate has de01ded
tttThompson s fate, Matson said. : .

81nce Kansas became a state in 1861 six state treasurers, all

nepubllcans, have resigned before thelr terms ended. The most recent

was J J. Rhodes of ‘Council Grove, who quit on oct. 14 l938._
In the stateps Mh;story, only four Democrats have been ‘ treasurersrl

|
P

| PAGE. 24
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. Two of them, Flnney and Thompson,t_ have held the offlce contlnuously
since January 1975. :

| - C ' | ]
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Copyzlght 1997 The Austin Amerlcan Statesman
Austln Amerlcan-Statesman S

December.19, 1997
SECTION: News; Pg. AZ4
" LENGTH: 390 words

i HEADLINE:APolicevuse.difﬁerent kind of net;”Food stamp liSts lead to arrest of . -

_BODY: ' - | ' | : : o
WASHINGTON -- Pollce in 24 cities’ captured almost 2, 2001fug1tlves after
checking food stamp rolls, a. 'sweep that will save taxpayer5’$3 1 million, "
admlnlstratlon OfflClalS said Thursday ~ , %
Vice President Al Gore announced that the computer cross- matching'program,.
made legal by last year’ s welfare reform law, will be expanded nationwide in. the
~com1ng months. e , . : ‘ : o
. : ot . . . 1 i
We want to prov1de a safety net for the needy, not a hammock for fugltlves
and felons,’’ Gore said at a White House event attended by state and local
: pollce off1c1als : : :

Before the new welfare law privacy protectlons made 1tg111egal for pollce to
check food stamp rolls, and fugltlves were not spec1flcally prohlblted from .
‘aining the benefits. ’ ‘ : ‘ .

k "That was changed effective in August 1996. The Agrlculture Department’ N
1nspector general then launched Opération Talon’’ 11 months ago in cooperatlon
- with specific local police departments. The flrst 85 fugltlves were arrested in
~June in Louisville and Lexington, Ky : A | o |
Some of the roundups were elaborate stlng operatlons. In Chicago, - Cook County
Sheriff Michael Sheahan said his officers set up a fake government consulting
firm’’ to contact fugitives and tell them their food stamp benefits would run
out unless they came down for an interview. : ' S
Once the offendezs belleved their beneflts were in ]eopardy, the calls"
started pourlng 1n," Sheahan sald B _ : R

‘The fictitious flrm S name was Tsera’& Marant,’’ a play;on thenwords arrest
warrant.’’ Some fugitives even accepted free rldes in what ‘turned out to be a
’pollce van that took them straight to jail. : o

-
.

_ The Chlcago sweep was respon51ble for 470 of the 2, 199 arrests made under the
‘program.. Among those arrested were 19 people accused of murder or attempted '
murder, 10 fleeing chlld molestation charges and seven accused of rape.‘MOre
‘than 600 of the cases nvolved drugs. i A » i
We knew it would work /1 Gore said. They want that address to be honest
when it is put on an’ envelope w1th ‘money 1n 1t re

_,Agrlculture Secretary Dan Glickman sald the arrests saved taxpayers $3.1
,mllllon, assuming each fugltlve obtained- food stamps for a'full year More




i
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important, he said, the program helps keep public confidence and trust’’ in the .

- "9 billion program that is helping feed 20.1 million Americans this year.
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o . Copyrlght 1997 News & Record (Greensboro NC)
R o 'News & Record (Greensboro, NC) |

i -
. December 19 1997, Friday, ALL EDITIONS,

SECTION GENERAL Nsws;' Pg Al 1
. LENGTH: 384 words |

HEADLINE' 2 200 FUGITIVES CAPTURED THROUGH FOOD STAMP ROLL%

BYLINE BY CURT ANDERSON The A55001ated Press WASHINGTONVl
{
-BODY’ , ' i C

" .Police in 24 cities captured almost 2, 200 fugltlves after checklng food stamp
rolls, a sweep that will save taxpayers $ 3.1 million, admlnlstratlon off1c1als
said Thursday. V . . , , o

Vlce Presldent'Al Gore announced that the computer cross-matching: program,
made legal by last year’s welfare reform law, w1ll be . expanded natlonw1de 1n the
’comlng months. : |
' |

. ''We want to provide a safety net for the needy, not a hammock . for fugltlves
and felons," Gore sald at a White House event attended by[state and local ‘
police off1c1als o ' : : ; S

“‘>Before the new welfare law, privacy protections made 1t illegal for pollce to
. ck food stamp rolls, and fugltlves were not spec1f1cally prohibited from ’

wotaining the benefits. _ ‘ : o o
That was changed effective in August 1996. The Agriculture Department’s
inspector general then launched ’‘’Operation Talon’’ 11 months ago in cooperatlon
.WLth spec1f1c local pollce departments. ' ‘ : :

The flrst 85 fugltlves were arrested in June in Loulsv1ile and Lexxngton, Ky

-Some of the roundups were elaborate stlng operatlons. g .
vIn Chlcago, Cook County Sheriff Michael Sheahan sald hﬁs officers set up a

fake /‘government ccnsulting firm’’ to contact fugitives and tell them thelr
food stamp beneflts would run out unless they came down for an 1nterv1ew.

’’0Ohce the offenders belleved thelr beneflts were in jeopardy, the calls
started pouring in,’’ Sheahan said. =~ : ; o L

‘The fictitious‘fjrmfs;name was f’Tsera & Marant,’’ a play on the.words‘.f
"arrest warrant. ) _ oo ’, : : % : o

Some fugitives even accepted free rldes in what turned out to be a pollce van
that took them straight to jall L : ; :

'

The Chlcago sweep was respon51ble for 470 of the 2,199 arrests made under the
jram. Among those arrested were 19 people accused of murder or attempted o
_~der, 10 fleeing child molestation charges and ‘seven accused of rape. More
than 600 of the cases 1nvolved drugs. - : A : !
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7'We knew it would work 1+ Gore said. "They want that . address to be honest
"\n it is put on an envelope with money in it.?’ |
. , ,

Agrlculture Secretary Dan Glickman said the arrests savéd taxpayers $ 3 1
mllllon, assumlnq each fugltlve obtalned food stamps for a full year. -

More 1mportantly, he said, the program helps keep publlc "confldence and
trust’’ in the $ 1.9 billion program that 1is helplng feed 20 1 mllllon Amerlcans
~this year.

' LOAD-DATE: December 21, 1997
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Barbara, 49, -a former addict who asked that her 1ast nbme not be used,
described her Street corner transactions with drug dealer "I would give
tr—a a $65 book of stamps, and I could buy a $20 bag, of}herOLn and a $10

. ,of ‘caine," she said. "You -always knew you were g01ng to get half
e, If they'were nice, they may glve you SS in change
[‘

D.C. police say stamps are such common currency in the drug world that ;
‘heroin and crack cocaine dealers routlnely operate ln the shadows of the !

food stamp office on H street. ’ ( _ |

1

Low Prlorlty : ' o T : - L

In a city that this year has experienced more than 5, 000 assaults, 7, 600’u

burglaries and 7,200 auto thefts, and where the hom1c1de rate is one of the

highest in the natlon, pursuing people who profit from lllegal trafflcklng‘
.in food stamps is a low priority.

1

|

"We have done $50,000 (1llegal food stamp) deals, and they‘won’t:
prosecute," said D.C. police Sgt. Jehru Brown, a veteran;mn the narcotics !
.and special lnvestlgatlons lelSlon who has done joint investigations with

the USDA. ‘ , . : , X 1

Roger,-viadero, inspector general for the USDaA, sald he understands the

city’s dilemma. "“Food . Stamp fraud is not personal crlmef it’s a{propertyf
"crime, ‘and as a result 4in the grand scheme of things; it is not a big:

priority issue," Viadero said. "In the District, they are really.

- overburdened with the cases they already have to handle."‘} ) R .

The; failure to aggressxvely prosecute food stamp VLOIatlons is the

r 1lt. of a 1cragmented enforcement system in Wthh no s;ngle agency. bearsj

111 responsibility. :
fhe office of. the D.C. corporation counsel prosecutes people who‘
traudulently apply, to receive food stamps. The USDA ﬁs responsible for,
cracking down on illegal trafficking in food stamps, forwardlng its cases’
to the U.S. attorney for prosecution. Minor trafficking icases are handled,
by the USDA inspector general with administrative hearlngs that may lead to
revocation of a merchant’ s right to handle stamps. . ;

From October 1996 to September of this year, five District stores were"
permanently disqualified from the food stamp program because of illegal

food stamp trafficking, USDA officials said. They. say about six other'
‘'stores are expected to- be dlsquallfled soon. : ] ~ .

i

Viadero said that two District retailers have been prosecuted crlmlnallyi

this year and that 10 other merchants are under criminalj investigation. He

said that in Maryland, there were 20 indictments last year and that 1n‘

.. Virginia, there were 12 indictments. ' o o ,

kil

(- . R
Officials in the D.cC. corporatlon counsel’s office say! their interest in

“expanding their authority to allow prosecution of trafflcklng cases was

oCouncil in 1993 and 1995 to establish a local antl-food—stamp-traff1ck1ng‘
] - In both 1nstances, no actlon was taken by the}councml " o

defeated by the inaction of the D.C. Council.

"Food stamp trafficking is a federal responsxblllty," Deputy Corporatlon&

Counsel Jo Anne Robinson said. "We. submitted leglslatlon to the D.C.

‘eplac1ng Coupons" ' IR {'

Food stamps are about to go the way of v1nyl records and rotary phones
I _

They are’ belnq replaced by an Electronlc Beneflt Transfer (EBT) cardf;

I
!
H



¥
[y

: I

that looks like an ATM card - and is used in muchvthe same fashion as a‘ 

prgpald telephone calling card. The cards give the bearers;a predetermined
- at of  buying power each month Wlth merchants who have the’ electronlc
L .nery’ requlred to accept them. | :

.

*

Aaryland ‘was one of the flrst states in the country to use the cards
when it made the switch in 1993. The Dlstrlct plans to spend $4.5 mllllon
to phase in use of the cards next year. ]

"Once you have the Electronlc Beneflt Transfer card, it glves you a j‘

better audit trail,"  said Cathy Calimer, director of automatlon for the
Maryland . Department of Human: Services, -which superv1ses the food stamp
"‘program »"Wlth coupons, you never: can really track fraud. "f ' :

Maryland off1c1als say the electronlc trail created by the use of EBT

cards has allowed them to move aggressively in prosecutlng ' fraud.
$

They ‘cite the example of a Baltlmore grocery store owner who was orderedV

to pay $1.3 million in fines after EBT tracking revealed that he had |

!

i

~illegally trafficked in food stamps to the tune of $400, 000 Investlgators:.

determined that the store was taklng in far more revenue from EBT cards
- than 1its inventory made possible. They said 10 EBT card- holders confessed

o to selling benefits for cash on 203 occa51ons. sj

At.best, however, the EBT program w111 make it more difficult to trafflc
illegally"rather than put a stop to the practice, many officials and food:
stamp recmplents 'say. Merchants - and drug dealers still will be able to;

prefit by trading cash for cards, and card-holders who need cash have: yet‘

H

4 \er avenue.
) |

'They can- just take someone - to .the grocery store and buy their:

groceries" with the card in exchange for cash, said Catrina Cook, 28, who

has been receiving food stamps since she was 16 "It’s not going to make a'

x“‘dlfference " . : o
V Th practlce of u51ng food stamps to shop for others and then pocketing:
thelr cash precedes the EBT card. One former crack addlct said he roamed

the supermarket aisles with stamps in hand, seeking out people who would-

give 'him <cash once he bought groceries for them. He sald that friends in
"Maryland now lend thelr cards and. personal 1dent1f1catlon numbers to others
for a prlce. ' , . : . ; S i

Catherine Bego; deputy administrator of the 'Dlstrlct ‘s Addiction
Prevention and Recovery Administration,.said she dces not belleve the new

cards will stop. people from using stamps to buy drugs. |

L | |

"Absolutely -not. The recipients have already demonstrated that they cani

- beat the system. The same principles will be lnvolved 1n that you pay $1 in
food .stamps for 50 cents in cash " she said. E _ !

No Food Stamps‘Allowed : , k V L S R .

Amid the . bhzz of 1llegal business outs1de the food stamp center on H

¢ 2t, Xzavea Tyre operates a llcensed vendor’s stand from whlch he sells_

o yhose, scarves and toy dolls. ‘
' "I  have people out here glVlng me dlrty looks hecause I don t-take food
~stamps," Tyre said. "It' like I have done somethlng to them. The only

thing I feel about selllng food stamps is, . I would rather see food stamps_

spent on klds

i
i
;

H
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‘CAPTIONS: Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman, . left, and USDA Inspector
¢ 7" ral Roger Viadero attend a Whlte House event announ01ng a crackdown on
stamp fraud. ~ , . , ,3 \
1£D PERSONS: GLICKMAN DAN : I ; ‘ ' :
LANIZATION NAME: AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT, ELECTRONIC‘BENEFIT TRANSFER
DESCRIPTORS: District of Columbia; Welfare services; Food assistance;
Fraud; Federdl ‘'government;  City government, Investlgatlons and
_probes; Computer a551sted operatlons , g
} ,
}
|
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' Copyright 1997 The State Journal-Register
'The State Journal-Register (Springfield,

L)
December 19, 1997, Wednesday, ~EARLY AND CITY #DlTlONS
SgCTION; NEWS, Pg. 14 | %
LENGTH: 348 words
HEADLINE More than 2,000 fug1t1ves caught through food stamps
'BYLINE CURT ANDERSON THE ASSOCTATED PRESS l
DATELINE WASHINGTON
BODY :

Police in 24 cities captured almost 2,200 fug1t1ves after checking food stamp
-_rolls a sweep that will save taxpayers $ 3.1 mllllon, off1c1als said Thursday

Vice Pre51dent Al Gore announced that the computer cross-matchlng program,

. made legal by last year’s welfare reform law, will be expanded nationwide in ‘the
coming months. "We want to provide a safety net for the needy, not a hammock -
for fugltlves and felons," Gore said at a White House event|attended by state '
and local police officials.

i
Before the new welfare law privacy protections made it illegal for pollce to
ek food stamp rolls, and fug1t1ves were not spec1f1cally.proh1b1ted from -
-ainingythe,benefits. - - % o : :

That was changed in -August 1996. The Agriculture Department’s inspector
general then launched "Operation Talon" 11 months ago in cooperation with
specific local police departments. -The first 85 fugitives were arrested in June
.1n Louisville and Lexington, Ky. ‘ C _ 'l-' : " b

Some of the roundups were elaborate sting operations. 1In Chicago, Cook
' County Sheriff Michael Sheahan said officers set up a fake I"government
consulting firm" to contact fugltlves and tell them their food stamp beneflts

would run out unless they came down for an 1nterv1ew. |

"Once the offenders believed their beneflts were in jeoﬂardy, the calls

. started pourlng in," Sheahan sald ! o ‘
: ! ‘ . .

‘ The fictitious firm’s name was "Tsera & Marant," a play on the words "arrest.
‘warrant." Some fugltlves even accepted free rides in what turned out to be a
pollce van that took them stralght to jail. : _ % :

.The Chlcago sweep was responsible for 470 of the 2,199 grrests made under the
. program. Among those arrested were 19. people accused of murder or attempted
murder, 10 fleeing child molestation charges and seven accused of rape. More
than 600 of the cases 1nvolved drugs.‘-- y N ', | : -

‘"We knew it would work " Gore sald "They want that address to be honest R
! lt is put on an envelope with money in it."

I
{
o : : - I
-~ _ _ : , , B}
|
{
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. Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman said the arrests saved taxpayers $ 3. 1
.~ “lion, assumlng each fugltlve obtained food stamps for a ﬁull year.

\ '“%
'TYPE: NEWS a2
' |

LOAD-DATE: December 20, 1997 . . _— Ty
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53111 , : » L .
STING CAPTURES 2 200 FUGITIVES ARRESTS STEM FROM FOOD STAMP RECORD CHECKS
UNDER NEW LAW ; » ~
Sun Sentinel (FL) - Friday, December 19, -1997 ‘
By: CURT - ANDERSON The Associated Press . . ]
. Edition: Palm Beach @ Section: NATIONAL Page: 14A -

‘Word Count: 301 S . ' ‘ - {
N : . - . ) .o }

t

|

|

TEXT: : - - ,

~ WASHINGTON -~ Police in 24 cities captured almost 2,200
checking food stamp rolls, a sweep that wxll save taxpaye
admlnlstratlon offlc;als sald on Thursday. :

fugitives after

Es $3.1 mllllon,

Vlce Presxdent Al Gore announced that the< computer cross-matchlng
program, made legal by last year’s welfare reform law, w1ll be expanded
nationwide in the coming months. We want to provide a- safety net for the -
needy, not a hammock for fugitives and felons,’’ Gore sald at a Whlte House‘
event attended by state and local pollce off1c1als._ v!‘ :

i
|

- 'Before the new welfare law, privacy protections made it 1llegal for
police to check food stamp rolls; and fugltlves werexnot spe01flcally
- prohibited from obtaining the'beneflts : : :
| :
That was changed effective in August 1996. The Agrlculture Department'
pector general then launched Operation Talon’’ 11  months ago in
peration with specific local police departments. The flrst 85 fugltlves
were arrested in June in Louisville and Lexington, Ky. i
Some of the roundups were elaborate sting operatiens.lln Chicago, Cock
County Sheriff Michael Sheahan said his officers set up a fake government
consulting firm’’" to contacted fugitives and tell themﬂtheir food. stamp
- benefits "would run out unless they ‘came down for an interview. The
-‘flctltlous firm’s name was Tsera & Marant,’’ a play on the]words arrest

‘warrant

. |
- . : : | :
The Chicago sWweeép was responsible for'470 of the 21199 arrests made
under the program. Among those arrested were 19 people accused of murder or
-attempted murder, 10 fleeing child molestation charges and seven accused of
’rape More than 600 of the cases involved drugs. '

We knew lt would work '+ Gore said. They want that address to be
honest when it is put on an envelope with money in it.’ i : : :

- Agrlculture Secretary Dan Glickman said the arrests saved taxpayers $3. 1
.million, assumlng each fugltlve obtalned food stamps for a full year. i

Copyrlght SunfSent;nel‘Cempany 1997 Bk

DESCRIPTORS: MULTIPLE ARREST;
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The State Journal-Register (Springfield, IL)

December 19, 1997, Wednesday, EARLY AND CITY EDITIONS

SECTION: NEWS, Pg. 14 - S o

ALENGTH' 348 words

t

I
, oo
HEADLINE More than 2,000 fugitives caught through food stamps
i
BYLINE: CURT ANDERSON THE ASSOCIATED PRESS ]
' G 1
 DATELINE: WASHINGTON . |
|
&

‘BODY _
~ Police in 24 cities captured almost 2 200 fugitives: after checklng food stamp
rolls, a sweep that. w1ll save taxpayers S 3.1 million, off1c1als sald Thursdayv

' Vice President Al Gore announced that the computer cross—matchlng program,
made legal by last year’s welfare reform law, will be expanded nationwide in: the
coming months. ' "We want to provide a safety net for the needy, not a hammock
for fugitives and felons," Gore said at a White House event attended by state
and local polace off1c1als 1 . » ,!“~

l

qefore the  new welfare law, prlvacy protectlons made 1t‘1lleqal for pollce to
Kk food stamp rolls, and fugltlves were not spec1f1callﬂ prohibited from !
‘aining the beneflts t ‘ B
A That. was changed in August 1996. The Agriculture Department s lnspector
‘general then launched "Operation Talon"™ 11 months ago in cdoperatlon with
specific local police departments. The first 85 fugltlves Were arrested in June
in Louisville and Lexington Ky. i

Some of the roundups were. elaborate sting operatlons In Chlcaqo,,Cook
County Sheriff Michael Sheahan said officers set up a fake {"government
consulting firm" to contact fugitives and tell them their food stamp beneflts :
would run out unless they came down for an 1nterv1ew 1 St

|

"Once the offenders believed their beneflts were 1n ]eopardy, the calls

'_started pourlng in," Sheahan said.

The fictitious firm’s name was "Tsera & Marant," a play Bn the words "arrest
warrant." Some fugltlves even accepted free rldes ‘in what turned out to be a:

,pollce van that took them stralght to jail. b . ,~m‘y

The Chlcago sweep was respon51ble for 470 of the 2 199 arrests made under the
program. Among those arrested were 19 people accused of murder or attempted
murder, 10 fleeing child molestation charges and seven accdsed of’ rape More
‘than 600 of the cases 1nvolved drugs - ; .

‘Ne. knew it ‘would work," Gore said. "They want that address to be honest

';’%lt is put on ‘an envelope wlth money in 1t "v ;
i
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|
grlculture Secretary Dan Glickman said the arrests saved taxpayers $ 3. l

ition, assumlng each fugitive obtalned foad stamps for a| full year.
. ]

L
 TYPE: NEWS
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. 519 (THIS IS THE FULLTEXT) _

2,200 FUGITIVES SNARED AFTER FOOD STAMP CHECK
Curt Anderson; Credits, Assocliated Press

Fort Worth Star- Teleqram FINAL AM ED, P 1
Friday, December 19, 1997 ‘ A ;
DOCUMENT TYPE: NEWSPAPER JOURNAL CODE: FW LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
RECORD TYPE: FULLTEXT SECTION HEADING: - NEWS Co

Word Count: 525 . I ' ' o ;

, TEXT: |
WASHINGTON - Law offjcers in 24 cities captured almost 2,200
fugitives - lncludlnq more than 220 in Texas - after checklng food
. stamp rolls, a sweep that will save taxpayers $3.1 mllllonl Clinton
admlnlstratlon OfflCLalS sald yesterday. I
Texas is one of only six states part1c1pating in "Operation
Talon,™" rolllng the program out in Tarrant, Dallas and McLennan
countles : o . : ﬁ '

"I am proud that Texas is one of the first states to klck felons
off the foad stamp rolls under a groundbreaklng federal- state
effort," said Texas Department of Human Services Comm1551oaer Eric
Bost. ' _ : . | :

’lce Pre51dent Al Gore announced that the computer cross-matchlng
gram, made legal oy last year’s welfare overhaul law, will be
expanded nationwide ln the coming months. ; ‘ : 1

"We want to provmde a safety net for the needy, not a hammock for‘
fugitives and felons,“ Gore said at a Whlte House event that state

- and local police off1c1als attended. : |

i

Law_enforcement off;cmals in Texas had arrested 221 fugﬁtives.,

. S : 1 ‘
‘Removing ineligible felons from the food stamp rolls in those three

- counties alone should net $324,000 in annual sav1ngs, state officials
said. - . R , 1

About 45 fugltlves were apprehended by sherlff’s deputles in
Tarrant County, said Cmdr. James Skldmore, a Sher:ff’" Department
spokesman _

Over several day« early this month, the sherlff’s department'
provided databases and warrant files to federal officers, and
sherlff s deputles accompanled the federal OfflClalS on arrests

. l

"We actually had addresses for some of the people," Skldmore said.
- Before the new welfare law, privacy protectlons made 1t 1llegal
¢ police to check food stamp rolls, and fugitives were not ‘
ifically prohlbjted from obtaining the benefits.

ot oL

“That changed August 1996 The Agrlculture Department’s 1nspector
general launched "Operation Talon" 11 months ago in cooperation with
. local police and sheriff’s departments.. The first 85 fugitives were
. arrested in June in Louisville, Ky., and Lexmngton, Ky ;
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Some of the roundups were elaborate sting operatlons In Chlcago,
Ceak County Sheriff Michael Sheahan said his officers set up a fake
' ‘ernment consulting firm" to contact fugitives and tell them that
1r food stamp benefits. would run out unless they attended an
arview. - N o
. "Once the offenders belleved their benefits were in jeopardy, the
calls started pouring in,™" Sheahan said. |
I
The fictitious firm’s name was "Tsera & Marant," a play on the
- words "arrest warrant. " Some fugitives even accepted free rldes in
what turned out to be a police van that took them stralght to jall.
The Chlcago sweep was respon51ble for 470 of the 2,199 arrests
. made under the program. Among those arrested are 19 people accused of
~murder or attempted murder; 10 who were fleeing child molestatlon
" ‘charges; and seven accused of rape More than 600 of the cases
involved drugs. e ‘ ; '
‘"We Kknew it would work," Gore said. "They want ‘that address to be
honest when it is put on an envelope with money in it. "
Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman said the arrests saved
taxpayers $3.1 million, assuming that. each fugltlve had obtained food
stamps for a full year , . W

|
More 1mportant he said, the program helps keep public "confldence

and trust" in the $1.9 billion program that is helplng feed 20.1°

. n*lllon Amerlcans this year.

_aff wrlter Neil :trassman contrlbuted to this report.

© Copyright (c) 1997, Fort Worth Star-Telegram.
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- "STING. CAPTURES 2, 200 FUGITIVES ARRESTS STEM FROM FOOD STAMP RECORD CHECKS}
- UNDER NEW LAW ;A C
Sun Sentinel (FL) - Friday, December 19, 1997 : i
By: CURT ANDERSON The Associated Press - . 3
"Edition: Palm Beach  Section: NATIONAL Page. 14A : .}
Word Count: 301 ' ' : ~ .
1
|

TEXT: : ' ’ ' L :
WASHINGTON - Police in 24 01t1es captured almost 2 200 fugltlves after
checking food stamp rolls, a sweep that will save taxpayers $3.1 mllllon,j'
admlnlstratlon off1c1als sald on’ Thursday. ' ;, o
' Vice President Al Gore announced that the computer cross—matchlng.
program, made legal. by last year’s welfare reform law, 1w1ll be expanded
nationwide 1in the c¢oming months. We want to provide a safety net for the
" needy, not a hammock for fugitives and felons;’’ Gore said) at a White House’
event attended by state and local police officials. | ' :
Before the new welfare law, privacy protections'maae it illegal for
‘police to check food stamp rolls, and fugitives werel not specifically:
srchibited from obtalnlng the benefits. ‘ ‘ é ‘
b
‘hat  was changed effectlve in August .1996. The Agrlculture Department'
ector general = then . launched Operation Talon’’ 11l months ago in
. peration with spec1f1c local police-departments. The flrSt 85 fugltlves
" were- arrested in June. 1n Loulsv1lle and Lex1ngton, Ky. i :
Some of the roundups were elaborate sting operatlonsl In Chlcaqo, Cook
County Sheriff Michael Sheahan said his officers set up a fake government
consulting firm’’ to contacted fugitives and tell them‘thelr food stamp:
benefits would run out unless they came down for |an interview. The:
flctxtlous firm’s ‘name was Tsera & Marant r* a play on the words arrest
warrant. ' v g : |
, : o » L
The Chl:ago sWweep was ‘responsible for 470 of the 2,199 arrests made
" under the program. Among those arrested were 19 people accused of murder or
attempted murder, 10 fleeing child molestation charges and seven accused of

rape. More than 600 of the cases involved drugs. : o
B . I

We = knew 1t would work ' Gore Sald They ‘want’ thatnaddress to be
: honest when 1t is put on an envelope with money 1n it. ! i

Agrlculture Secretary Dan Gllckman sald the arrests sayed taxpayers $3 l
nllllon, assuming edch fugltive obtalned food stamps for a full year.

Copvrlght sSun- Sentlnel Company 1997 !
" "RIPTORS: MULTIPLE ARREST; !
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rvOD-STAMP CHECKS IN 24 CITIES LEAD TO ARREST OF 2 200 FUGITIVES
Boston Globe (BG) = PRIDAY, December 19, 1997

By: Curt Anderson, Associated Press \
. Edition: Third Section: Natlonal/Forelgn Page: Al5
_Word Count: 342 :

" TEXT: - A
WASHINGTON - Police in 24 c1t1es have captured almost 2, 200 fugitives after

' checking food stamp rolls, in a sweep that will save taxpayers $3.1
-million, admlnlstratlon off1c1als said yesterday .

Vice President A1 Gore announced that. the computer cross-matching
.program, made legal by last year’s welfare reform’ law, ‘will be expanded
nationwide 1in the coming months. "We want to provide a safety net for the’
needy, not a hammock for fugitives and felons," Gore said|at-a White House_f
event attended by state’ and .local pollce off1c1als. : f~ ‘

Before the new welfare law, prlvacy protections made lt illegal for .
police to. check food stamp rolls, and fugltlves were | not spec1f1cally*
prohlblted from obtalnlng the benefits. ‘

That was changed effectlve in August 199s6. }The Agrlculture

Department S .inspector general then launched "Operatlon Talon" 11 months *

s in cooperation with spe01f1c local police departments. The first 85
' ltlves were arrested - in June in Loulsv1lle and Lex1ngton “Ky.

"Some of the roundups were elaborate stlng operatlons. In Chlcago, Cook .-
.County Sheriff Michael Sheahan said:his officers set up a: fake "government
consulting firm" +to contact fugitives and tell them their food stampv
beneflts would run out unless they came down for an 1nterv1ew. ‘

|

"Once the offenders belleved their. beneflts were in ]eopardy, the calls

started pourlng in," Sheahan said. - A ' i

The flct;tlous firm’s name was "Tsera & Marant;“ a play on the words:'
"arrest warrant." Some fugitives even accepted free rldes 'in what turned
out to be a pollce van that took them straight to jall Co ;

‘The Chicago sweep was respon51ble for 470 of the 2 199 arrests made?_

under the program. Among those arrested were 19 people accused of murder or

attempted murder, 10 fleeing child molestation charges and seven accused of
rape. More than 600 of the cases lnvolved drugs. g : ‘
: | |

"We knew it would work," .Gore said. "They want that address to bef
honest when it is put on an envelope with money 1n it.n '«
Agrlculture Secretary ‘Dan’ ’Gllckman~ sald»the arrestg saved taxpayers:

'~ $3.1 million, assuming each fugitive obtained food stamps'for a full year.

388;12/18. | CAWLE¥;12/19,05:50~ STAMPS19

i
|
|
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rOOD-STAMP SWEEP YIELDS 'FUGITIVES , ' :
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Word Count: 224 i
{
S
|

TEXT:

WASHINGTON - Police in 24 c1t1es captured almost 2,200 fu§1tives after

checking food-stamp rolls, a sweep that will save taxpayers $3.1 mllllon,

t
i

' |
Vice President Gore announced ‘that the computer cross-matchlng program,

‘made legal by last vear’s welfare-reform law, would be expanded nationwide

in the comlng months N o c l

Before the new welfare law, prlvacy protections made it illegal for
‘police to check food-stamp rolls, and fugltlves were]not specifically
prohibited from obtaining the benefits. I

That was changed effective in August 1996. The Agrlculture Department’

‘_inspector general +then launched Operation ' Talon’’ 11' months ago in

cooperation with specific police departments. The first 85 fugltlves werei

"arrested in June in Loulsv111e and Lexington, Ky.

.Some of the roundups were ‘elaborate stlng operatlons. In Chicago, Cook

"nty Sheriff Michael Sheahan said officers set up a fake government

consulting firm’’ to contact fugltlves and tell them their food- stamp;

benefits would run out unless they came down for an 1nterv1ew.

. The Chxcago sweep' was respon51ble for 470 of the 2;199 arreSts made -
' under the program. Among those arrested were 19 people accused of murder or .
attempted murder, 10 fleeing child-molestation charges, and seven accused’

.of rape. More than 600 cases involved drugs. :
‘Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman said the arrests saved taxpayers $3.1
million, assuming each fugitive obtaied food stamps for a full year.

i
Copyright Phlladelphla Newspapers Inc. 1997
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- snagged in Food- Stamp Dragnet / Cross- check of computer flles uncovers
thousands: of fugitives : -
Newsday (ND) - Friday December 19, 1997
By: THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Word Count: 345 :
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MEMO:

MEMO: PD:

TEXT: ' ﬂ ) o

Washington - Washington - Police 1in 24 cities captured almost 2,200

fugitives after checking food-stamp rolls, a sweep that w111 save taxpayers

$3.1 million, admlnlstratlon officials sald yesterday.

‘

"~ Vice Pre51dent Al Gore announced that the computer cross-matchlng.
program, made legal by last year’s welfare-reform law, will be expanded -
nationwide. "We warnt to provide a safety net for the needy, not a hammock
for fugltlves and felons," Gore said at a White House event attended by
state and 1ocal pollce off1c1als , _ oo

Before the new welfare law, privacy protections made it 1llegal for
police to check ' food-stamp rolls, and fugltlves were not spec1f1cally

l

'hibited from -obtaining the benefits. 4 3

" - That was changed as of August, 1996. The Agrlculture Department’s
~inspector general launched "Operation Talon" 11 months ago in cooperatlen
~with some local police departments. The first 85 fugltlveslwere arrested in
June in Louisville ard Lex1ngton, Ky. : g
. : | _
Some of the rouridups were. elaborate stlng operatlons.‘ln Chlcago, Cock
County Sheriff Michael Sheahan said his officers set up a fake "government
consulting -firm" to contact’ fugltlves and tell them ltheir food~-stamp .
benefits would run out unless they came down for an interview. "Once the -
offenders believed their benefits. were in jeopardy, the calls started
pouring ln," Sheahan said. o : A
Some fugltlves even accepted free' rides in what tdrned out to be a
police van that took them straight to jail. |
. The Chlcago ‘sweép was responsible for 470 of the 21199 arrests made
under the program. Among those arrested were 19 people accused of murder or
attempted murder, 10 fleeing child-molestation charges and 'seven accused of
rape. More than 600 of the cases 1nvolved drugs. - ;

"We knew 1t would work," Gore said. "They want that address to be.
honest when it is pu1 on an envelope with money in it." @

Agrlculture Secretary Dan Glickman sald the. arrests saved taxpayers
£0 1 million, assuming each fugitive obtained fdod stamps ! for a full year. :

‘said the program would help keep public "confidence and trust" in the
v—.Q‘bllllon program that is helplng feed 20.1 mllllon Amerlcans ‘this year.

| :

DESCRIPTORS. UNITED STATES, POLICE; ARREST. FUGITIVE FOOD STAMPS ;
S ' INVESTIGATION; WELFARE; REFORM ‘
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2,200 FUGITIVES  CAUGHT ~IN  24-CITY FOOD STAMP -ROQUNDUP; COMPUTER
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Edition: Final Section: News (National and Foreign) Pagei 21Aa
Word Count: 365 ' o
 TEXT: : | - »
. WASHINGTON - ©Police in 24 cities captured nearly 2, 200 fugitives after‘
checking food stamp rolls, a sweep that will save taxpayers $3.1 million,'
administration officials said yesterday. i
Vice‘ ‘President Al Gore announced that the computer cross-matchingj
program, made legal by last year’s welfare reform law, mould be expanded.
nationwide in the coming months. : : *
, . | .
"We want ‘to provide a safety net for the needy, not a hammock for
fugitives and felons," Gore said at a White House event,attended by state
and local police officials. : ’
Before the new welfare law, privacy protections made it illegal for
police to . check food stamp rolls, and fugitives were not speCifically
prohibited from obtaining the benefits. 1

That was changed as of August 1996. - - !

The Agriculture Department’s inspector general then launched "Operation
Talon" - 11 months ago in cooperation with local police departments. The
first 85 fugitives were arrested in June in Louisville and Lexington, Ky.

Some of the roundups were elaborate sting operations. In Chicago, Cook
County Sheriff Michael Sheahan said his officers set up a fake "government
- «consulting firm" to contact fugitives and tell them their food stamp
benefits would run out unless they came down for an interView.

"Once the offenders believed their benefits were in jeopardy, the. calls'
started pouring in," Sheahan said. . v o ’

"The fictitious firm’s name was "Tsera & Marant " a play on the wordse
"arrest warrant.*®

Some fugitives. even accepted free rides in what turned out to be. a
police van that took them straight to jail W K

The Chicago sweep was responSible for 470 of the|2 199 arrests made
- under the program. Amohg those arrested were. 19 people accused of murder or
attempted murder, 10 fleeing child molestation charges and seven accused of
rape. ~ ' , ' S o , 1 :

|
l

More than 600 of -the cases involved drugs. R

I

"We knew it would work " Gore said “They want that address to be honest
wuen it is put on an envelope with money in it." i :

Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman said the arrests saved taxpayers $3 1
million, assuming each fugitive obtained food stamps for a full year. :

j
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‘More 1mportant Glickman sald the program helps keep publlc "confldence
and  trust" in the $1.9 bllllon program ‘that is helping feed 20.1 million
Amerlcans thls year. :

1

Pub Date: 12/19/97 ' .

Copyrlght The Baltlmore Sun 1997 i
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| . .
Irv1ng, Texas Kaiser Permanente has agreed to pay $5 3 million to a Texas ., .
family that claimed the insurer’s cost-cuttlng measures contrlbuted to 1ts e
father’s fatal heart attack N '
r
Kalser, based in oOakland, agreed to settle the wrongful death suit
- brought by the Irving, Texas, family 'of Ronald Henderson, whose heart -
disease allegedly was left’ untreated due to the HMO'’s plan to cut hospltal
admissions in North Texas. .
- . : : - l . R “ - .,
.. The settlement came’ after it was revealed that high-ranking Kaiser
' officials devised the 1995 cost-cutting plan during |an alcohol-laced .
brainstorming - se551on on board a plane. I -
The HMO. agreed to the settlement Tuesday after a test jury in Dallas -
it would have awarded the family more than 10 times that amount if the
e had gone to trial. = : ' .
‘ . - , |
Food stamp check flnds 2,000 fugitives B
Washington Police in 24 cities captured almost 2, 200 fugitives after:
checking food stamp rolls, a sweep that will save taxpayers $3.1 million,.
admlnlstratlon officials said. : |
: : | ‘
Vice | PreSLdent Al Gore  announced Thursday that the computer

cross-matching program, made legal by last year’ s welfare reform law, wlll;‘x'

be expanded natlonw1de in the comlng months. |

S L L r
. Before the new welfare law, prlvacy,protectlons made it illegal for -
- police to check food stamp rolls, and fugitives were?not»specifically'
prohibited from obtaining the benefits. V
That was changed effective in August 1996. The Aquculture Department’
inspector general ‘then '~ launched "Operation Talon" 11, months . ago in-
cooperation with specific local police departments. The stings 1ncludedj
arrests of suspected murderers, raplsts and Chlld molesters
I .
Agriculture Secretary Dan Gllckman said the arrests saved taxpayers $3 1
fmllllon, assumlng each fugltlve obtained food stamps for a full year.
. ‘ P
W YorkerAadmlts enslaVLng 1mm1grants 'Q
" w York A woman pleaded guilty to enslav1ng 60 deaf Mex1can 1mm1grants]
. .d forcing them to peddle trlnkets in subways and on the streets of New_
York City. ‘ S o S o .E ~

Adriana Paoletti Lemus, 29, one of two falleged ringleaders in the



¢
i

i

scheme, pocketed. more than $1 million in 1996 from sales of the key chalns'
and other trinkets, federal prosecutors said.

-

i

1e scheme was exposed last July when four of the v1ct1ms fled thelr‘
ckhouse™ in Queens and told police about their pllght. , ‘
Lemus pleaded guilty Thursday to involuntary serv1tude,lmoney laundering
conspiracy, = alien smuggling, obstruction of ]ustlce and witness tampering,

" prosecutor Leslie Cornfeld said. She could recelve up to 17 years in prisbn
“at her sentenc1ng March 13. : .

Copyrlght 1997 San Francisco Examiner Inc.



-1nlng the benefits

S

That was changed eifective in August 1396.
inspector general then launched ' ‘Opsration T
police departments.

with specific local
‘The first 85 fugi:iives were a*rested in Ju
Some of the :oundups were elaborate sting ope

In Chi cago " Cook County Sheriff Michael sh
fake '‘'government con sultlng firm'' to contac
food stamp benefizs would run out unless chey

e

ffg
ife

nders believed their benefi
in,’*' Sheahan said.

''Once the o
started pouring

* The ficritious

ﬁl*m s name was ''Tsera & M
‘tarrest warrant.''’ S

'

Some fugitives even acce pted iree
that took them straight <o :a

-

2 was responsible for 470
arrested were 19 peoble

ti‘d m*’es*ation charges

Chizago ¢
m. Among
L,

. PAGE 27
LEVEL 1.- 10 OF 34 STORIES |
- ¥
’ . : !
Copyright 1997 News & Record (Greensboro, NC) %
\ News & Record (Greensboro, NC) g
. . . : !
December 19, 1997, Friday, ALL EDITIONS 5
. , i
SECTION: GENERAL NEWS, Pg. Al i
LENGTH: 384 words
'HEADLINE: 2,200 FUGITIVES CAPTURED THROUGH FOOD STAMP ROLLS 'é
i
i
BYLINE: BY CURT ANDERSON; The Assoc1ated P*ess WASHINGTON - i
. . B 1
BODY: {
Police in 24 cities captured. a‘most 2,200 Eugltwves after checking food stamp
rolls, a sweep trat Nlll save ‘taxpayers $ 3.1 million, administration of? ials
sald Thursday. i
Vice Pvesident Al Gore announced that the computer cross-mat ching program, ,
made legal by last year's welﬁare reform law, will be expanded nationwide in the
coming months. ' ‘
‘ :"We‘want To pf vide a safety net for the needy, not a hammock for fugitives
and felons,'' Gore said at a White House event actended by s:ate and local
pollce official s ’ ' i
i
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News & Record {Greensboro; NC), December 19, 1997

'We knew it would work, Gore said. "They want . chat address to beihonest
Vit is put on an envelope with money in it.'! ) |

' |
Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman saxd the arrests saved taxpayers $ 3.1
]
l

"'million, assumlng each fugitive obtained food stamps for a full year.
. More importantly, he said, the program helps. keep publxc "conGLdenc% and

trust’'' in the $ 1.9 billion program that is helping feed 20. l million Americans
this year. v i
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HEADLINE: Police use‘differenp'kind of‘nec; Food stamp lists lead to arrest of

50DY: S - ‘
WASHINGTON -- Police in 24 c1t1es captured almcst 2, 200 fugltlves after.

checking food stamp rolls, a sweep that will save taxpayers $§3.1 mllllon,

adm*nlstratlon officials said Thursday

Vice President Al Gore announced that the computer cross: matching program,
made Legal by last year's welfare reform law, will be expanded nationwide in the
coming months

‘We want to provide:a safety net for the needy, not a hammock for‘fugitives
and felons," Gore said at a Whlte House event attended by state and local
pollce officials. - ‘

Befo*e the new welfare law, privacy protéctions made it illegal for police to’
che~k food stamp rolls, and fugitives were not speclflcally prohlblted from
ning the beneflts ) , - .
“hat was changed effective in August 1996. The Agrlculture Department s
inspector general then launched:Operation Talon'' 1l months ago in cooperatlon
with specific local police departments. The first 85 fuglt;ves were ar$ested in

June in LOUlSVllle and Lexington, Ky.

, Some of the roundups were elaborate sting operations. In Chlcago Cook County
Sheriff Mlchael Sheahan said his officers set up -a fake government consultlng )
firm' » to contact fugitives and tell them their food stamp benefits would run -
out unless they came down for an 1nterv1ew ‘

Once the offenders believed their beneflts were in jeopardy, the calls
. started pouring 1n,ﬂ' Sheahan said. ' :

The fictitious flrm 'S name was Tsera & Marant ' a play on the words| arrest
‘warrant. 'j sSome fugltlves even accepted free rides. 1n what turned cuf to be a
‘sollce van that took them stralght to jail. ‘ )

The Chicago Sweep was responsible for 470 of. the 2,19% arrests made nnder the
program. Among those arrested were 19 people accused of murder or‘attemsted
murder, 10 fleeing child molestation cha*ges and seven accused of rape.| More
zhan 600 of the cases lnuolved drugs.

We knew it wouid wovk .Gore said They want that address to be honest
wmom it is put on an envelope wlth ‘money in it. '

. Jdriculture Secrecary Dan Glickman said the arrests saved taxpayers $3.1
., 1on, assuming each fugitive obtdined food stamps for a full year. More
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Austin Americah-Statesman,.December 19, 1997

;tant, he said, the p:ograh helps keep public confidence and trust'' in the
' billion program that is helping feed 20.1 million Americans this'year -
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USDA to seek to recruif more Hispanic employees

WASHINGTON, May 4 (Reuters) - &g:lculture Secretary Dan
Glickman met with Hispanic groups on Thursday to hammer out a
ol to anrease the number of Hispanic employees at the ‘

'd . :ment. : '

slickman, whose department last year agreed to pay $2 A
billion to settle a class-action lawsuit for discrimination .
against black farmers, has acknowledged racial problems at the
USDA.

.The agriculture secretary, who has made civil rlghts a- | |

" priority, said Hispanics were better represented in the prlvatei
sector than they were at the USDA. In September 1999, Hlspanlcsi
constituted-about 5 percent of the USDA work force, or 4,017 !
employees out of 84,0469. i )

Glickman said this year the UsDA has hired 103 Hispanics, '
but less than a handful were in top administrative jobs. B

"We know that we have plenty of work still to do," Gllckmani
said at the USDA Hispanic Leadership Summit. -

Glickman's Hispanic recruitment plan includes the creation |
of a new USDA position specifically for recruiting Hispanics
Lnto the department. A similar position exists for recruiting .
blacks. |
, Nancy’ Roblnson, the newly appointed Hlspanlc employment
program manager, said there were major minority recruiting . |
‘Problems at the USDA and the first step to resolving them was:
for department-wlde .coordination.

The department has been the target of a slew of lawsuits
and racial discrimination- complalnts from employees and farmers
over the past decade.

" Last month marked the one-year anniversary of the USDA'

n billion-dollar settlement for years of dlscrlmlnatlng
a, -nst black farmers. :

In the class-action lawsuit, thousands of black farmers !
accused the USDA of shutting them out of loan programs, 1
disaster assistance and other farm aid because of their race. !

|
!

The suit resulted in a 52 billion settlement.
More than 3,000 black farmers so far have received
settlement money and forgiven loans wo:th a total of $190
million.

REUTERS
Rtr 21:12 05-04-00

: SUBJECT: DOAG USA GEN o ‘ : !
‘Copyright (c¢) Tc) 2000 Reuters : , g
Recelved by NewsEDGB/LAN‘ 05/04/2000 9:21 PM i
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'by finding out about drinking water quality, toxic and air

bc-WH-govt-website$ o - . t- . ‘ "{L

Twenty Things You Can Do On U. 5 Governmenc Web Sites i

To: National Desk

Contact: White House Press Office, 202-456-2580 o

WASHINGTON, June 24 /U.S. Newswire/ -- The following was
released today by the White House:. ' !

President Clinton is the first presxdent of the Internet Age,
and with the leadership of Vice President Gore has moved the U 5.
government on-line. Government web sites make information and;
services available at the click of a mouse, helping Amerlcansekeep
in teouch with their goveznment and maklnq government work better
for people. There are now over 20,000 government web sites --Ehere
are just a few of the more popular ones,. !

1. Get tips on choosing a health plan, a doctor, a'cou:se‘of
treatment, or a long-term care facility from the Department of
Health and Human Service's Healthfinder service i
{www.healthfinder.gov). Healthfinder also provides the lnformatlon
on the latest health research, different illnesses, and a host of
medical resources designed to help families stay healthy. It §erved
over 4.5 million visitors in 1999, |

2. Teachers, parents, and students can access lessons and!
educational materials on any topic on to the Department of i
Education's new Gateway to Educational Materials
(www.thegateway.org). The’ Gateway makes finding materials on the
Internet easy by connecting users to over 140 web sites.

3. 'Start your own business with help from the Small Busxness
Admlnxstratxon {vnww.sba.gov), which offers everything from loans to
outreach initiatives for women and minority-owned businesses. ‘The
site also provides e-mail counseling and mentoring, online f
educational courses, and a database of federal, state and pr;vate
contracts available to small firms.’

|
4. Protect ycurself and your children from environmental haza:ds
1

releases, and hazardous waste in your nexghborhood by signing on to
the Environmental Protection Agency's (www.epa.gov) Envxromapper
site. You can also fxnd out about water discharge permits and .
Superfund sites. : f

5. Need a government statxstxc’ FedStats (www.fedstats. govb
provides the public a single point of entry to 40 Federal’ : .
statistical programs. Since its incepticn in May 1997 Fedscats has
logged over 3.5 million user sessions. -

6. Is it possible that you 6r somecne you know may be owed
pension benefits without }nowlnq it? The -Pension Benefit Guacanty
Corporation ( www.pbgc.gov) reunites people with missing pensions,
and features an online Pension Search Dlrectory that allows you to
find benefits that may be owed to you.

7. Learn how to get health insurance for your children through
the Children's Health Insurance Program (www.insurekidsnow.gov).
CHIP's web page offers state-sgpecific information on who 1is ;

"eligible and how to enroll to make sure chlldren grow up strong and
' healthy. ' .

' 8. Begin planning for retxrement by computing your estxmated
Social Security beneflts online at the Social Security f

- Administration (www.ssa.gov). SSA's home page also provides '{

information on obtaining a Social Security number as well as |~
information for employers on reporting earnings. !

. 9. Agencies from across the Federal government joined forces to
provide Federal Rasources for Academic Excellence : l
(www.ed.gov/free), which makes hundreds of education resou:ces%

' - : : 3
{
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available on the web for teachers, students, or parents. Subjects
range from an,architectural tour of the National Gallery of Art's
‘East Bu;ld;ng to a.mutual fund cost ‘calculator from the Securxtles
and Exchange Commission.

10. Buy your first home with help from the Departmenc of Housxng
- and Urban Development (www.hud.gov). HUD's web page provides a
comprehenslve homebuyer's kit, complete with searchable databases

" of HUD homes for sale, condominiums and developments approved for
FHA flnancxng, and HUD approved lenders. = ;

11. With Access America for Students (www. students gov) |
--students can gain information on how to obtain financial aid, pay
their student loans, and get career information. This website, is

' part of an lnltlatlve announced by Vice President Gore called
"Access America.' ,

12. Learn food safety and handling tips,; proper cooking
temperature for food, and how to test to see if your kitchen is
safe from foodborne illness from the Depa:tment of Ag:lculture
{www . foodsafety gov) . 1

13. Find a fuel-efficient car with help from the Departmenc of
.Energy and the Environmental Protection Agency «
(www. fueleconomy.gov/feg) . : }

14~ Kids, parents and coaches can get tips from the U.S. Women's
Soccer Team {and other experts) on good reasons not to smoke -
like, not being able to run down the soccer field -- on the i
Smoke-Free Kids web site {www.smokefree.gov).

15. Curious about online trading? Learn how to invest wlsely and
avoid fraud on the Internet from the Securltles and Exchange !
Commission (www.sec.gov). 5

16. Travelers can now check for weather-related delays usxng the
Federal Aviation Administratidn's web site (www.fly.faa. gov) . 'The

web site has received almost one million visitors since its launch
on -April 2000, with the number of visitors doubling every weeﬁ.

17. Find help after a natural disaster from the Federal |
- Emergendy Management Agency {(www.fema.gov). FEMA's web site |
provides information on where ‘to find temporary shelters, crisis
counseling, or legal counseling. FEMA also prcvxdes ‘help in p
applying for assistance for help in rebuilding your home E

18. Find the Veterans' Medical Center nearest you, and fxnd out

what benefits you may qualify for, with help from the Depaztment of
Veterans' Affalrs,(www va.gov) . i

19. Learn about your Medicare benefits, get xnformatxon about
nursing homes in your area, or report suspected Medicare fraud
through the Health Care Financing Administration's (www.hcfa.gov)
web page., HCFA also provides an on-line version of the Hedxcare &
You 2000 handbook. .

20. Learn. how you can pay back student loans and volunteergln
" your community through the Corporation -for National Servxce '

(www.cns. gov).

-0- : ’ : - ]
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Food Stamp Fraud, lst Ld- ertethcu, a0635,0696
Electronlg;caxds trim, but haven't eliminated, food stamp fraud

erroneous percentages :

By JESSE J. HOLLAND=

Associated Press Writer= ’ ' )
WASHINGTOM (AP) Criminals are still swxndlxng $660 mlllxon a’

year in food stamp benefits from the government, despite the

widespread use of electronic debit cards in place of the

traditional, easy-to-traffic paper coupons, federal officials say.
Still, the amount of federal money stolen each year bchEimlnals'

i

-has decreased 19 percent, from $815 million in 1993 to $660 hilLion

annually from 1996-98, Agriculture Department officials say.

And the trafficking rate which compares dollars trafficked to
benefits issued dropped 8 percent from 3.8 cents per dollar in
1993 to 3.5 cents in 1998, according to a new department report
celeased last week, {

" Food stamps are intended for food and we do not and wezwlll
not tolerate fraud and abuse in the Food Stamp Program, ‘' saxd
Shirley Watkins, the Agrxculture undersecretazy of food nut:xtion
and consumer services. T

Using electronic benefit t:ansfer {EBT) cards instead of: paper
coupons was supposed to help fight food stamp fraud and cut down on
government paperwork. Currently, 37 states .and the District of

~Columbia are using EBT cards for their statewide systems. All

states have tc be using the system by 2002, officials said.

. But even though three-fourths of all American families uéing
food stamps ncw use a card instead of coupons, criminals are%still
getting access to federal dollars, said Roger Viadero, the -
Agriculture Department's inspector general.

- Just as they did with the paper .coupons, recipients are sellan,

i

their debit cards and personal identification numbers for: druqs and
money to traffickers, he told the House Budget Comm;ttee s welfare

task force on Wednesday.
The street level traffickers may be hav;ng more dlﬁfxculty using

the cards, but " "large-scale traff&ckan by retailers continues to

be widespread,'' Viadero said. ' "Again, those involved often!
traffic in immense quantities of benefits, have large orqanlzatlons
and often use sophisticated schemes to carry out the- crlmes and
conceal their illegal activities.''

_ Part of the problem is that storeowners who willingly ;
participate in fraud schemes are not being forced to pay the* .
financial penalties they were assessed for trafficking, said ‘Larry
Dyckman, director of food and aq:xcultu:al issues for the u.s.
General Accounting Office, Congress's watchdog arm.

From 1993-98, stores were assessed $78 million in penaltles but
only $11.5 mllL‘pn was collected, he said. He said $49 million was
written off as . uncollectable“ and the rest was pendan ' ‘
collec:xon. : - i

‘According to agency offzcxals. this small percentage of fines
collected reflects the difficulties involved in collecting this _
kind of debt, such as pzoblems in locating debtors as well as their
refusal to pay, ‘' he said. ' ‘However, weaknesses in the agency's

- debt ccllectxon procedurea and practices also con:cxbuted to low

collections.’''. s

In additicn, most states with EBT' systems aren't analyz%ng the
data to find criminals, Dyckman said. As’of last April, only
Florida, Misscuri, South Carolina and Texas were independently
analyzing their electronic databases to identify suspect
:ecxplents, and Agriculture's Lnspector general p:ouxded 34”000

.
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suspects to aryland as well, he said. ' o
: ‘Dufdng- 1998 and 1999, these five states were responsible fo:
disqualifying about 99 percent of the 6,873 individuals nationwide
who were removed from the Food Stamp ?rog:am for c:afflcklnq t
Dyckman said. . ,

The’ Aquculture Department has its own anti- fraud computer
system called ' 'ALERT'' which records EBT transactlons and looks
for. trafflckxng patterns, Watklns said. .

On the Net: .House Budqec Committee welfare task fo:ce. i
http://www.house.gov/budget/hearings/taskforce welfare.htm f
_USDA .Food and Nutrition Service: http //www . fns.usda. gov/fns/
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