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2/9/9 (Item 1 fi'om file: 705) 
DIALOG(R)File 705:The Orlando Sentinel 
(c) 1997 Orlando Sentinel. All rts. reserv. 

10993190 
USDA TO CUT 1,320 JOBS. . 

OrlandoSentinel (OS) • Saturday, July 12, 1997 l
Edition: METRO Section: BUSINESS Page: Cl 
Word Count: 59 I 
MEMO: 

Compiled from sta.tT and wire reports. 
 I 

COLUMN: BRIE1FCASE I 

I 

TEXT:. j 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture aims to cut about 1,320 admiriistrativ~ 

,jobs over the ne:d five years, mostly in the rural offices that help I. 

farmers with government programs. The planned job cuts would save art 

I. 


estimated $449 million, according to.a memo by Agriculture Secretary Da~. 

Glickman, which was made public Friday . 


. Copyright (c) 1997. Sentinel Communications Co. 
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2/9/11, . (Item<2 f~om file: 706) 
· DIALOG(R)File 706:(New Orieans)Times Picayune 

1/(c) 1997 Times Picayune: All rts. reserv.' 


09194195", , ' '_ . 

, . AGRICULTURE TO CUT 1,320 POSITIONS '. , 

New Orleans Tir.rtes Picayune (NO) - Sunday, July 13, 1997 
By: STEPHEN I~ARR The Washington Post 

,Edition: THIRD SeCtion: NATIONAL Page: A7 

. Word Count: 297 


J,

TEXT: 
WASHINGTON - The Agriculture Departn:tent plans to cut about ~,320 
administrative j()bs at iis county, state and national offices in the next 
five years in an :ittempt to shift money into computer modernization and to 
protect basic services, according to an internal memo prepared for ' .. 
Secretary Dan Glickman. 

, '. . t . .' 

Between 500 and 600 administrative positions in personnel, procurement 
and other support activities would be lost at the department's Washington 

· headquarters. . , 

. Glickman informed key deputies of tbe cuts this week and then called 
department repr,esentatives in se~eral states to explain his proposal, . 
sources said. Thl~ sources estimated savings from the proposed reduction and 
consolidation of administrative staff could run as high as $449 million 

·during the next five years. ' ' , 

The brunt ~f~I1(~ 'cuts would come in theFarm'Servi~e Agency, whichhJIPS 
'.' ' I

farmers qualify for al1d comply with programs; the Natural Resource~ 
'. Conservation . SI~rvice. which provides technical expertise to farmers; an~ . 
'rural developmi!nt. agenCies that provide housing, business. and utilities .'. 
,services. . . 

In most' CouIiit~es and state~, ·eac~oftheagencY's.offices has its own- .1' . 
personnel, proc~lrement and accounting staff. Th~ proposal would consohdate. 
the~e staffs 'intel, o~e, providing savi,ngs in payroll; rt:nt,s., vehicles and,' I, 
equipment., ' " . . '. ' . . " , '.'. '.,.! ' 

"Unless we' simplify our'administrati~e overhead and reduce costs, w~' 

;will not have credibility when we askthe Congress to appropriatefunds for 

'our programs and we willultimately,be unable to provide adequate serVi~es 

to ourcustomets: ,the memo said. ' ,. I 




! 

I 

I 

I 

I 


. " "I 

The proposal comes at a time when Co~gress ha"s provided stable"financin~ 


for farm progranls but has made a series of cuts in departmental accounts I 

used to pay salaries and expenses. Glickman's decision to cut overhead ! 

positions also comes in the midst of a broader downsizing at Agriculture, 

where about 11,000 workers had been scheduled to lose their jobs in the 

next four years. 


Copyright(c) 1997, The Times-Picayune Pub. Corp." 
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Arigus offsprlng,Ag offici~j~s<t' 

some of the sightings at sta~e fair 

FAIR \ "It's II very flttlnc' ~medJ.O be m a pretty good mood. 
1"___ , "thi "People ~m to feel.there'. a Cu­
..,.,....nlU'dft"om Page ..0 nc. Dairy Is so ture in agricul~ure.'· he said, 


and other states have creiLU!d morale 'Important and this ' • ,

problems In some or theornees • It was quite a State Fair ror Lau-
Glickman said. • gives a whole new ren ChrisUan,i animal science profe- I 


Although there are fewer USDA importance to the dairy $Or and dtrectpr of the Iowa Pork In­ 1employees. he said. th4~ workload .,' dustry Ce,n~er at Iowa, State 
has not gone down. ' , Industry.' , University: • 

Huge sign-upsundet· the 1995 • ,'- o-..ul Glic:k.JnlLll_ I ChF"irst, ,Chr~f!itian "nd his nephew, 
; Farm Act. which was iri,plerriented l .s. itc....,.(.wry. of..g.-icu/lUYtI. ' d Christl"n, sho",,:ed the grand I,

In 1996, and this year's sign-up ror cu,.."w.u:i''lI 01t ·lJ,m...,. E:1..,,,,'! champion Lardrace gilt and the r__ 'I 
the newly revised ConM!rvation He- serve champion Landrace boar at the 

serve Program have put a stram on ------- ralr's l.andraee show. 

many USDA people. he !Iald and he can get It In aneither bill;' Hark'in Lauren and Chad Christlan 'lire 

wanted them tp MOW hE! wis aware said. "We're going to fight tooth and partners In Cvv Landra.ce which 

ofthat.' ' naU to extend (the ethanol tax creel- produces purebred LandMM.'e·hOg!l. 


More budget (:uts and Its)t1ll2007." Then, ChHstlan and his thre-e 

"d,ownslzlng" are In the offing, he Gllclc:rrian paid a visit to the Iowa b~ther'S - Al, Duane and Dean ­
said. , ', Pork Tent, where he talked With were given honorary liretlme mem­

....t a public forum in,the Pennln- Iowa pork leaders abOut exports. ~rshlps In theDuroe Breeder'S A.sso­
groth Center in the Cattle Barn crop prospe<:ts and the performance oation. ,:, , " ' 

Glickman and his host, U.S. Sen. To~ of the 1996 farm bill. ' The presentation or the awards . 

I

Harkin. D-Ia., sat In the auctiOfteer's Then t..e walked over to the Iowa was made by the Christian brothers' 
 ,I 

stand In the sale ring and tried to sell Cattlemen's Beef Quarters. where he father, FranCis. ' "- 'J 


their poliCies to the 250~ people who talked with cattle Industry leaders Finally. Liwren Christian was pre-

attended. about opening up the Conservation a.cnted witti the State 4-H Alumni 

" Of course, when,a Secretary uf Ag- Reserve Program to haying and graz- Award during' the4-H market. hog 

riculture comes to low:a. ethanol Ising because of short pastures In show. i 

bound to be on the agenda. ' parts of Iowa: Christianl has long been active in 


Max Smith or Knox',IIUle, Who is As he left fo-:, the airport, Gllck~ 4-H as a sul.dent and a t!\!achcr, and 

s<;:crl"tar;r of the Iowa Corn Promo- man called his vlsitJ.O the Iowa State met his wife, Nelda, at the National , 
, 
Lion Board, thanked Glickman and ,"'air "fascinating." , 4-H CongreSs. where both were del__ 

' 


Harkin for !lupporting an enension And, he said, t.)eOple he talked to gates. : 

or the tax credits for ethanol but not­ 1--.....:..--------­
ed that the enenslon lasts only u,ntil I,

'2000. ' 

What is the plan to Ilet the exten­


sion lengthened until 2007 Smith 

asked? ' 


Ilarkin said he hopeI! to use a bill 
 .'f 
known as the Interniodal Surface ' 

Transportation Erncie'ncy Act, nick­

namoo u,'TEJ. or "Ice tea" by the in­

sld~the-Beltway crow:d, to get etha-' 

nol", crtldlts extended to 2007. 


The problem, nark"n said. Is that 

the bill will have to paiu through the 

same commit.tee'S In Congress that 

limited ethanol tax .:redlts In the 

budgl"tblll. ' ' .'1 

"We're /tOln/il to ha"e to _ If we 

I 
1 ' 

i, 
I 

I 

,I 
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SECTION: NATIONAL/WOI~LD; Pg. A4 

. ,LENGTH: ·731 words . , 

HEADLINE: Clinton tat)s Thompson for key job 

Kansas treasurer to be named to Agriculture Department pos~tion. 


BYLINE: ST~VE KRASKE,Political Correspondent 

BODY: 
President Clinton ann9uncedWednesday that 'he intended to 

nominate Kansas Trea.urer sally Thompson to the job of ~hie~ 
. financial officer 1:or the U.S. Agriculture Department. r 

The nomination ~Iillbe made official once the 
in september. 

Thompson, 57, s~id She WaS t~rilled. 

.' I· . 
. Senate reconvenesI . 

I' 
I 

I 

"I'm ,excited and honored, and I'm accepting the presiGtent's call 
serve in his administration with the same commitment to 


good-quality public 1)01.1cy and sound financial practices; that I 

worked for here in the treasurer's office," she said. 

I 
I 


J . 
The Senate ~ill consider the nominati6n. It was uriclear Wednesday 


when confirmation f.learings would begin. 


Thompson.'s appointment came despite a two-year legi~lative • 

controversy over her management of . a state fund called t~e Municipal 


. Investment Pool. ~rhe pool lost more than $ 20 million in 1994 and 
1995. The following year laWmakers stripped the treasur~r's office of 
its power. to make investment decis.ions. :. 

Thompson said. she thought the president's staff knew ~bout the 

issue and was convinced that' market force~, not, problems j' in her 

office, caused the problem•.She was conf~dent that,the slenatewoul~ 

confirm her. 


"I have no reason to believe that I won't have' ultimately 
. • I

the . support of all the senators," the Democrat· sal.d. t 
1 • , 

Thompson, who would be the first Kansas 'treasurer to ~esign since 
1938; will continUE! in the post until the Senate votesoh . her 
confirmation. Gov.· JHll Graves, a Republican, would app~:dnt a 

I' 

i. 
'cessor to .. complE!te the final 17 months of Thompsori's I term .. ' 

,.' '. '. ... '. . . '.I ., . 

'.- In her new job, which is expected, to pay more than $ 100,000 a 


Y7ar ,~hompson would ,o,,:,e~s7e th7 depa~tment: s account~ng:. and . 

fl.nancl.al management actl.vl.tl.es, l.nclud1ng' l.ts $ 81 bl.ll:lon,budget. 


, , . I . . 

.j . . 

http:actl.vl.tl.es
http:fl.nancl.al
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She will report directly to Agriculture Secretary DaniGliCkman; a 

former U.S. House melnber from Kansas. I 


First elected in 1990, Thompson'succeeded Joan Finney} who was 

elected governor tha1: year. . Thompson was re-elected in i994. 


. I· 
.Last year' she WiiS defeated in a run fortl'ie U.S. Senate . by 


Republican .Pat Roberts. He polled 62 percent and Thompsbn 34 percent

in a sometimes bitter ~ace.· ! '. 


I 
. . . : . 

On the night of her loss, Thompson said she planned to leave 
.politics. . . . I 

i
Ironically, the fate of Thompson's nomination now rests at least 


partly in Roberts' hands. Roberts is a member of the sehate . 

Agriculture commit·tee,which will conduct Thompson's confirmation 

hearings. . i 


In a telephone .::onversation last week, Roberts assured Thompson 

that he would not st,and in her way and . would,irl fact, work to speed 

up the confirmatio:n process, a Roberts spokeswoman said. 


In their. Senate c.ampaigl'l, Roberts regularly accused Thompson of 

.,;man~ging the Municipal Investment Pool. .But Roberts'l support of 


Thompson probably would elimi,nate the issue as an obstacile for her. . . 

! , 

. . I· '.

Thompson's intention to leave her job is another blow: to the i
Kansas Democratic Party, which holds only two statewide offices 

: 
1_ 

. treasurer and· insurance c9rnmissioner, a post . held l:;>y Kat.1hleen 

Sebelius. . '1 


.' 
I 

Graves almostcertainiy would fill Tho~pson's job ~i~h a 

Republ ican •. 


I 

Asked Wednesday whether Graves would appoint a caretaker to. hold 

the job until the next election or someone who would ~eek election to 

the job, spokesman M:ike. Matson said no decision had beel1 made. 


. :.' .' 

He also demurred when asked whether the governor' wduldconsider 

appointing House Speaker Tim.. Shallenburger, a political [rival, .to.the 

job. . Shallenburge:r announced Tuesday he would run . for treasurer next 

year~ . . '. I 


. . I . 
'''We'll look at all th~ option!; available," Matson said •. 

. .. .' I 
Graves will not Itlake any appointment until the . Senate has decided 

'. Thompson's fate,' Mat.son said. I 
I 
I 

. Sinc. Kansas became a state in 1861, six state treas¥rers, all ~ 

h-epublicans, have resigned before their. terms ended. The most recent 

was J.J. Rhodes of Council Grove, who quit on oct •.14,1938.


.!. . 
I 

IIn the state's' . history, only four Democrats have beeh treasure!:;,s. 
. i 

. 

I . 
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1 ', Two ,of them, Finne!y and' Thompson" have held theoffic~ continuously

since January 1975. 
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SECTION: Newsi Pg. A2:4 
I 

.. LENGTH: 390 words ,., ' 

HEADLINE: Police, use different kind of neti Food stamp list1s lead to arrest of 
. I 

BODY: 1'1. 

'WASHINGTON Poli.ce in 24 cities captured almost 2,200 Ifugitives after 

checking food stamp rolls, a, sweep that will save taxpayers: $3.1 million, , 

administration offici.als said Thursday~ . I 


1 

Vice President Al Gore' announced that the computer crossi- matching 'prograrlt, , 
made legal by last YE!ar ' s welfare reform law,will be ~xpanlded nationwide in, the 

Icoming months. I 

, . . I 


We want to provide a safety net for the needy, not a ha!mmock for fugitives 

and felons, I' Gor.'e sctid at a White House event at:tended by I,state and local 

police officials., .', ' 


. .' . . .' 
. .' i 

BefOre the new welfare law, privacy protections made it IiI legal for polic~ to 
check food stamp rolls, and fugitives were notspecificallyj prohibited from 

':aining the benefit~s. ' I 

That was changed e!ffective in August 1996. The Agriculture Department's 
inspector general them launched Operation Talon 'l 11 months ago in coopera,tion 
~ith specific local police departments. The first 85 fugi~ives were arre~ted in 
June in L~uisville arId Lexingtoh, Ky. 

Some of the roundups were elaborate sting operations. IIi Chicago, . Cook County 
Sheriff Michael Sheahan said his officers set up a fake go~ernmentconsulting 
firm " to contact fU9itives and tell them their food stamp benefits would ,run 
out unle,ss they came down for an iriterview. 'I ' " .I 

, ".I ' 
O~ce the ,offenders believed, their benefits were in jeo~ardy,the calls.. 


started pouring, in," Sheahan said. !' 


The fictitious' firm' s name was Tsera & Marant, II a play Ion the words arrest 

warrant. I' Some fugit:ives' even accepted free rides in what ~turned out to. be a 

police van that took th~m' straight to jail. 
 . ,'" I,' 

The Chicago sweep vas respo~sible for 470 of the 2,199 arrests made under the. 
'program .. Among those arrested were· 19 people accused of mu~deror attempted 

murder, 10 fleeing child molest.tion charges and seven accused of rape. More. 

than 600. of the cases involved drugs~ 


I 
IWe knew it,would work, II Gore said. They want that address to be honest, 


t,.,h~n it is put on an envelope with money in it. II 

I 

..........Agricul ture secretary' Dan Glickman said the. arrests sav~d taxpayers $3 • 1 

million,assuming each fugitive obtained food stamps for aifull year. More 


I 
I 
I 

I 



I 

.. 	 I 

. • 	 .. I 
. " AUs';t~n American-Statesman, December ,19, 1iI 997 .1' 

important, he said, the program helps keep public confidenc:e and trust" in the 
-'9. billion program that is helping feed 20.1 million Amer;icans. this year., 	 . I 

" 
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ISECTION:, GENERAL NEWS,' Pg. A1 ,i 
,

LENGTH: 384 words 	
" 

I 
. . 

HEADLINE: 2,200 FUGrrIVES CAPTURED THROUGH FOOD STAMP ROLLS 
I 

. ' 

BYLINE: BY CURT ANDE]~SON;. The Associated Press WASHINGTON : 
I 

I,BODY: 	 I 

·Police in 24 citil~scaptured almost 2,200 fugitives after checking food stamp 
rolls, a sweep .that l""ill' save taxpayers $ 3.1 million, administration off iciFlls 
said Thursday. l 

I 
I 

Vice President' Al Gore announced that the.' computer cros$-matchingprogram, , 
made legal by last y,aar's welfare reform law, will be. expanded nationwide in.. the 

. coming months. I ,. " . , . 
I ,
I. ' . . . 

"We want to provide a safety net for the needy, not a hammock.for fug~tl:ves' 
and felons," Gore s,aid at a White House event attended byjstateand local 
police officials. 

. 	 . I 
~-Before the new welfare law, privacy protections made it illegal for police to 

ck food stamp rolls, and fugitives were not specifically prohibited from 
~~caining the benefits. . I 

I 

I 

1hat was changed effective in August 1996. The Agric~lt~re Department' s' 
inspector general then launched "Operation Talon" 11mon~hs ago in cooperation 
with specific local police departments. 

. !. 

The first 85 fugitives were arrested in June in. Louisvi;lle and Lexington, Ky . 

. Some of the roundups were elaborat'e sting operations .. 
, . 

. 	 . ... .. I 

In Chic'ago, Cook County Sheriff Michael Sheahan ?aid hiis officers. set up: a 

fake.' 'government consulting firm" to contact fugitives a:nd tell them their 

food stamp benefits would run out unless they came.down for an inte~iew. . 


. 	 I 
I 

"Once the offenders believed their benefits were in Jeopardy, the. calls: 

started pouring in," Sheahan said. 


The' fictitious firmls name was "Tsera & Marant," a play on the words 
"arrest warrant." 	 j


I 


Some fugitives even accepted' free rides in what turnediout to bea police van 
that took them straight to jail. 

The Chicago sweep was responsible for 470 of the 2,199,' arrests- made under the 
'rram. Among thosE~ arrested were 19 people accused of murder or attempted 

"_,der, 10 fleeing child molestation charges 'and seven ac<.hised of rape. Mor,e
Ithan 600 of the ca'sE~s' involv~d drugs~.· . 	 I 

.1, 

I 
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, , 'We knew it would work," Gore said. "They want, that, a:ddress to be honest 
'-""'n it is put on' an envelope with, money in it. " i , 

. ".' I ' J 

Ag'riculture sec~etary Dan Glickman said the arrestssavJd taxpayers $ 3.1: 
million, assuming each fugitive obtained food stamps for a jfull year. ,. 

, 
IMore importantly, he said, the program helps keep public 'confidence and! 

trust " in the $ 1.9 billion program that, is helping feed 2;0.1 million Ameri<pans 
this year. I 

LOAD-DATE: December~~1, 1997 
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• 

I 
I 

Barbara, 49, ."a former addict who asked that he~ last n~~e not be used, 
described her str~et cornertrans~ctions with drug deale~s. 'II would give 
t.~ a $65 book of stamps, . and.I could buy a $20 bag of heroin and a $10 

" of Icaine," she. said~ "You always knew you were going to get half I 

" ..;e. If they were nice, . they may. give you $5 in change." I . 
. . . r 

D. C.police say stamps are such common currency in th~·. drug world that 
heroin and crack. cocaine dealers routinely operate in t~e shad6ws of the 

. . " . I

food stamp office on H street. . 

LoW Priority I. 


In a city that this year has experienced more than 5,000 
I 

assaults, 7,600 
burglaries and 7,200 auto thefts, and where the homicide rdte i~one of the I 

highest in the nation, pursuing people who profit from illegal trafficking 
. I . . .

,in food stamps is a low prio~ity. 
I 

"We have done $50,000 (illegal .food stamp) deals! and they won/t 
prosecute," . said D.C.i police Sgt. Jehru Brown,aveteranlinthe narcotics 

.and special inVestigations division who has done joint iriy~stigations with 
the USDA. I 

Roger Viadero, inspector general for the USDA, said h~ understands the 
city's dilemma. "Food stamp fraud is not personal crime!; it's a property' 
crime,~nd as a result in the grand scheme' of thingsl it is ~ot a big: 
priority issue," Viadero said. "In the District, they are really. 
overburdened with the cases they already have to handle." I . 

The failure to aggressively prosecute food stamp ~i61ations is the 
r 1t· of a-fragmented enforcement system in which no. si;ngle agency, bears: 

111 re~ponsibilit~. I' . 
rhe .6ffice of· the D.C. corporation counsel pros~cut~s people who 

tcaudulent'ly apply. to receive food .stamps. The USDA lJs responsible for, 
cracking down on illegal trafficking in food stamps,fo~arding its cases' 
to the U.S. attorriey for prosecution. Minor trafficking icases are handled; 
by the USDA inspector general with administrativ~ hearings that may lead to: 
revotation of a mercbant~sright to handle stamps .. 

Fr6m October 1996 to September of this year I five' Di~trict stores were'· 
permanently . disqualified from the food stamp p~ogram because of. illegal' 
food stamp trafficking, USDA officials said. Theys.y about six othe~ 
stores ar~ expected to be disqualified soon. . j ", 

! 

~iader6 ~aid that two District retailers have.beeri prosecuted criminally 
this year and that 10' other merchants are under criminali inv~stigation. He 
said that in Maryland j theie. were 20 indictments las~ ye~r and'that iry: 
Virginiai t~ere w~re 12 indictments. I 

., 
I 

Officials in the D.C. corporationcoun~el's office say! their interest in 
expanding their authority to allow. prosecution of traifficking cases was 
defeated by the inaction of the D.C. Council. '. I .', 

"Foo'd stamp trafficking is a. federal responsibility I" :Deputy Corporation. 
Counsel Jo Anne ,. Robinson. said. "We 'SUbmitted legis:lation to the D.C~ 

·council .in 1993 and 1995 to establish a local anti-fOod-stamp-trafficking 
'] . In both instances, no action was taken by the .Icouncil. " . 

!eplating Cou~on~ 

Food stamps are about to go the way of vinyl records ~nd rotary phones.
i 

I 
They are being replaced by an Electronic Benefit transfer (EBT) card 

! 
! 



I 

• 

, 
that. looks like an ATM card· and is used .in much thes~mQ fashion a~ a 
pr~aid telephone calling card. The cards give the bearersi a predetermined 
c" ,t of.' buying power each month with merchants who have the electronic 
t _nery required to accept them.' I .. 

Aaryland was one of the first states in t~e ~otintry ~o use the cards 
when it made the switch in 1993. The District plans to sp~nd $4.5 million 
to phase in use of the ca~ds next year~ . I 

"Once you 'have the Electronic Benefit Transfer card, it give~ you a 
better audit trail,'" said, Cathy Calimer, director .of automation for the 

. ••. • I .
Maryland. Department of Human Serv1ces,wh1ch superv1ses the food stamp 
program. "With coupons, you never: can really track fraud."; 

Maryland 'officials say th~ electronic trailcreatedJy the u~e of EBT· 
cards has allowed them to move aggressively in prosecutirig!fraud. 

. . I 
'. • '.' I 

. They cite the example of a Baltimore grocery store ownet who was ordered 
to pay $1.3 million in fines after EBT tracking rev~aled that he had 

. illegally trafficked in food stamps to .the tune of $400,000. Investigators 
. .' . '.. Ideterm1ned that th,::! store was tak1ng 1n far more reven1:le from EBT cards 


than its inventory made pos~ible.· They said 10 EBT card-polders. 'confessed 

to selling benefits for cash on 203 occasions. i 


1 

At best, however, theEBT program will make it more dif~icult to traffic ~ 
illegallyr~ther than put a stop to the practice, many o~ficials and food; 
stamp recipients say. Merchants and drug dealers stil:l will be able to i 
profit. 'by trading cash for cards, and card-holders who n~ed cash have yet 
f let averiu~. '1 

I 

1 

'They can' just take ~omeone to . the groc.:r:(. st0!j7' and buy their 

groceries" with. tbe card 1nexchange for cash, sa1d Catlana Cook, 28, who 


a 1has beenrecei~ing food stamps since she was 16. "It'sn~t'going to make 

difference." I

I 

'1 

IThe . practice of using food stamps tb shop for others and then pocketing 


their cash precedE~s the EBT card. One former crack addict said he roamed 

.the supermarket aisles with stamps in hand, seeking ou~ people who would' 

give him cash cince he bought groceries for them. He said that friends in 


. Maryland now lend their car.ds and. personal identification l nuw.ers to others 
fora price. l 

i . . 
Catherine B~go; deputy administrator of the District's Addiction 


Prevention and Recovery Administration,.· said she does not believe the new 

cards will stop people "from using stamps to buy drugs. 


"Absolutely not~, The rec~pi7n.ts ha,:e alre~dy demom~trrated, that they can. 
beat the system. The same pr1nc1ples w111 be 1nvolved 1n ~hat you pay $1 in 
food stamps for 50 cents in cash," she said~ 

No Food Stamps Allowed 

, 

Amid the. buzz of illegal business outside the fo0et s,tamp center on' I:! 

~t, Xzavea. Tyre'operates'a licensed vendor'S stand from which he sells 


-/
.yhose, scarves and 

. 
to~ dolls. 


I 
n I have people out hE;re giving me dirty looks becaus~ I' don '.t· take food 

stamps, II Tyre' said. "It '.s like I have done something to them. The only 
thing I feel abotit selling food stamps is, I would rat~er see food stamps 
spent on kids.'" 

http:rec~pi7n.ts


I 

CAPTIONS: Agriculture Secretary· Dan Glickman, left, arid USDA Inspector 
r--"'" ral Roger Viade:to attend a White Ho.use event announcihg a crackdown on 

stamp fraud. II 
l£D PERSONS: GLICKNAN, DAN i 
,ANIZATION NAME.: ACjRICULTURE DEPARTMENT iELECTRONIC BENEFIT TRANSFER 

DESCRIPTORS: DistriC:t of Columbia; Welfare services; iFood assistance; 
Fraud i 

. probes;· 
Federc'llgovernment ; city 

Computer assisted operations 
government; Irivestigations and 
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I 
t 

LENGTH: 348 words i 
I 

HEADLINE: More than 2,000 fugitives caught through food stamps 
I 
I, 

IBYLINE: CURT ANDERSON THE ASSOCIATED PRESS I 
! 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

BODY: 
, Police in 24 cities captured almost 2,200 fugitives afte~ che~king food s~amp 

r611s, a sweep that will save taxpayers $ 3.1 million, offipials said Thursd~y. 
, , 	 'I, ' 

Vice President Ai Gore announced that the computer cross~matching program, 
. made legal by last year's welfare reform law, will be expanbed nationwide in the 

corning months. "We want to provide a safety net for the needy, not a hammock 
fbr fugitives and felons," Gore said at a White House eventi,attended by stat~ 
and local police officials. ' , I 

i 

Before the new welfare law, privacy protections made it 111egal for police to 
-~ck food stamp rolls, arid fugitives were not specificallyi prohibited from' 

. lining the ,benefits. . ! " . 
i 

That was changed in -August 1996. The Agriculture Department's inspect'or 
general then launched "Operation Talon" 11 months'ago in cooperation with 
specific local police departments. The first 85 fugitives ~ere arrested in June 
in Louisville and Lexington, 'Ky. i 

I 
" 

Some of the, roundups were elaborate sting operation~. I~ Chicago~ Cook 
, County Sheriff Michael Sheahan said officers set up a fake ~'government 
consulting firm" to contact fugitives and tell them their f;ood stamp, benefits 
would run out unless they carne down for an interview. !' 

, "Once the offenders believed their benefits were in jeodardY, the calls 
, started pouring in," Sheahan said. I 

I 

The fictitious firm's name was "Tsera & Marant,"a play !an the words "arrest 

,warrant'." Some fugitives even accepted free rides in what t;urned out to be a 

police van that took them straight to jail. I 


i 
, ' I

,The Chicago sweep was responsible for 470 of the 2,199 ~rrestsmade under the 
,program. Among those arrested were 19, people accused of mu,rder or attempted 
murder, 10 fleeing child molestation charges and seven accused of rape. More 
than 600 of the cases involved drugs., i' 

i 
1 

"We knew it would work," Gore said. "They want that adqress to be honest 
" it is put on an envelope with money in it." 'I 

.1 

-~ 	 ! 
! 
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Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman said the arrests saveki taxpayers $ 3.1· 
.- ·'lion, assuming eaCh fugitive qbtained food stamps for a ;full year•. 
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TEXT: I 
WASHINGTON Police in 24 cities, captured almost 2,200 !fUgitives after 
checking food stamp rolls,a sweep that will save t~xpay.rs $3.1 million, 
administration officials said on Thursday. I 

Vice President Al Gore announeed that the computer cr6ss-m~t6hing 
program, made legal by last year's welfare reform law, 

I
will 

' 
be expanded 

nationwide in the coming months . We want to provIde a', safety net for the ' I 
needy, not a hammock for fugitives and felons," G6re said !at a White House, 
event attended by sta~e and local police officials.' I, 

i 
I I 

'Before the new welfare law, privacy protections made it illegal for' 
police to check fo6d stamp rolls, and fugitives were :not specifically 
prohibited from obtaining the benefits. 

';
I 

That was changedeffective in August 1996. TheAgricul~ure Department's 
-.pe.ctor general t,hen launched operation Talon" 11, i months ago in 
peration with spe:cific IO,cal' police departments. The frrst 85 fugitives 

were arrested in June, in Louisville and Lexington, Ky. i' 
Some of the roundups were elaborate sting operations. lIn Chicago, Cook 

County Sheriff Michaed Sheahan said his, officers set up a f:ake government. ' 
consulting firm'" to contacted fugitives' and tell them [their food. stamp 
benefits' would run out unless they 'came down for ~n interview. ,The 
fictitious firm's nanie was Tsera & Marant," a play on the, I'words ,arrest 

. warrant. ' ,', 
I 

The Chicago s"llee!p, was responsible for 470 of the 2'1199 arrests made 
under the program. Anlong those arrested were 19 people accused of murder or 

"attempted murder, 10 fleeing child molestation charges and :seven accused of 
rape. More than 600 bf the cases involved drugs. I 

i 
, We knew ,it woul.d work," Gore said. They want that address to be 
honest when it is put: on an envelope with money in it." 

, I , 

Agricul ture Secret:ary Dan Glickman said the arrests sav~d taxpayers $3.1 
milli6n, assuming eadh f~g~tive obtained food stamps .for a ;full year.

" I 

CopYI~ight Sun-:-Sentinel Company 1997 ' I, 

DESCRIPTORS: MULTIPLE ARREST; 

.. '/ 

I 
I 
i j 

! 
,

I 
I 
" 

http:t~xpay.rs


, 
! 
I 
I 
I PAGE 30 

LEVEL 1 - 12 dF.34 STORIES t 
.. I 

topyright 1997 The State Journal~Registet 
The State Journal-Regi~ter (Springfield,IL) 

. . i ' 
December 19, 1997, Wednesday, EARLY AND CITY'EDITIONS 

SECTION: NEWS, Pg. 14 

LENGTH: 348 words 
I 
1 

HEADLINE: More than 2,000 fugitives caught through food stamps 

BYLINE.: CURT ANDERSON THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

BODY: 
.Police in 24 citiE!S captured almost 2,200 fugitivesaft~r checking food stamp 

rolls, a sweep that will save taxpa~ers $3.1 million, off~cials said Thursday. 

, 'd I h' ,Vlce PreSl ent Al Gore announced that the computer cross-matc lng program, 
made legal by last year's welfare reform law, will be exparlded nationwide.inthe 
coming months. ' "We \t.rant to provide a safety net for the n~edy, not a hammock 
for fugitives and felons," Gore said at a White Houseeven~ attended. by stat~ 
and local police officials. '. ! . ' 

·1 

-~ef~~e thw new welfare law, privacy protections made it iillegalfOr polic~ to 
~ food stamp rolls, and fugitives were not specificall~ prohibit.d from J 

·3ining the benefits. ..! 
I 

Thatwa. changed in August 1996. The Agriculture Depart~ent's inspecto~ 
general then launched "Operation Talori~ 11 months ago in c~operation with 
spedific local police departments. The first 85 fugitives were arrested in JUne 

I ' .

in Louisville and Lexington, Ky. 

Some of the roundups we~e.elaborate sting operations. ~n Chicago, Cook 
county Sheriff Michael Sheahan said officers set up a fake j"government· 
~onsulting firm" to contact fugitives and tell the~ their~ood stamp benefits 
~Quld run out unless they came down for an interview. . I 

"Once 'the offenders believed their benefits were in jeop'ardy, the calls 
started pou~ing in," Sheahan said. 

I 

The f ictitious f,irm's name was "Tsera & Marant, II a play Ion the words" arrkst . 
.warrant." Some fugi tives even accepted free rides in what t:urned out to be a. 
police van that took them straight to jail. r 

• I 

. I 
The Chicago sweep was responsible for 470 'of the 2,199 ~rrests made under the 

program. Among· those arrest.ed were 19 people accused of muirder or attempted: 
murder, 10 fleeing child .molestation charges and seven accJsed ofra~e .. Mor~ 
:han 6.00 of the cases involved drugs '_ i 

I 
iJe. knew it 'would work, II Gore said, "They want that add;ress to be honest 


-'\ it is put on an envelope with money in it." I 
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griculture Secret:ary Dan Glickman said the arrests sav~d taxpayers $ 3.1 
lion, assuming. each fugitive obtained food stamps for a;full year. 
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I
TEXT: I 

WASHINGTON - La~ officers in 24 cities captured almost 2,200 

fugiti~es - including mor~ than 220 in Texas - ~fter check~ng food 

stamp rolls, a'sweep that will save taxpayers $3.1 million~ Clinton 

administration officials said yesterday. ' i 


Texas is one of unly si~ states participating in "op.era~ion' 

Talon,1I rolling the program out in Tarrant, Dallas and McLennan 

counties. 

, I 


I 

• • I' • 

"I am proud that ~rexas is one of the first states to kid:k felons 

off the food stamp rc:)lls under a groundbreaking federal-state 

e:::::::>rt," said Texas Department of Human services Commissioiher Eric 

Bost. ' I 

ice President Al Gore announced that the computer cros~-matching 

gram, m~de legal oy last year's welfare overhaul law, will be 


expanded nationwide in the coming months. i 

i 

"We want to provide ,a safety net for the needy, not a hammock for 
fugitives and felons;" ,Gore said at a White House event that state 
and local police officials attended~ 

Law enforcement officials in Texas had arrested 221 fug~tives. 
, I 

Removing ineligible felons from the food stamp rolls in th'ose three 
counties alone should riet, $32~,000 in annual savings, sta~eofficials 
said. I 

I 
, ' , I 

About 45 fugiti~es were apprehended by sheriff's deput~es in 

Tarrant Cpunty,~aid Cmdr.James Skidmore, 'a Sher~f~'~ D~pa-tment 

~pokesman. ' : ' 

"Over several days·early this month, the sheriff's depa~tment 

provided databases and warrant files to federal officers, !and 

sheriff's deputies acccimpanied the federal, officials Dn airests~ 


" i ' 

"We actually held addresses for some of the people'," ~kidmore' said. 
i 

.,., Before the new welfare law,privacy protections made it ille~al 

police to check food stamp rolls, and fugitives were Itot 

,ifically prdhibited from obtaining the benefits. 


, ,I . 

That changed August 1996. The Agriculture Department'$ inspector 

gemer.al launched' "Operation Talon" 11 months ago in cooperation with 

local police 'and sheriff's departments., The first 85 fugitives were 


"arrested in June, in Louisville, Ky., and Lexington, Ky.. f ' 

http:gemer.al


• 

: 

Some of ~he roundups were elaborate sting operations. I~ Chicago, 
C<=:lk county Sheriff Michael Sheahan said his officers set up a fake 


'ernment consulting firm" to contact fugitives and. tell ~hem that 

Lr food sta~p benefits would run out unless they attende~ an 

erview. ' 

"Once the offenders believed their benefits were in jeop~rdY, the 


calls started pouring in, II Sheahan said'. 

The fictitious firm~s name wasllTsera & Maiant," a ~lay bn the 

words "arrest warrant. " Some fugitives even accepted free !rides in 

what turned out to be a polic~ van that took them straight ~o jail. 


The Chicago sweep was resp6nsible for 470 of the 2,199 abrests 
made under the program. Among those arrested are 19 people; accused of 
murder or attempted murder: 10 who were fleeing child molestation . . . I 
charges; and seven accused of rape. More than 600 of the c?ses 

involved drugs. 


"We knew it would work," Gore said. "They want that address to be 

honest when it is put on an envelope with money in it." i 

Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman said the arrests saved: 

taxpayers $3.1 million, assuming that each fugitive had obtained food 
stamps for a full year. . I 

I 
I 

More important, he iaid, the program helps keep public "~onfidence 
and trust" in the $1.9 billion program that is helping feed: 20.1 
million Am~ricans thi~ year. 

:aff writer Neil Strassman contributed to this report.!
I 
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TEXT: 
WASHINGTON Police in 24 cities captured almost 2,200 fugitives after 
checking fqod ~tamp rolls, a sweep that will save taxpay~rs $3.1 million, 
administration officials said on ~hursday. I 

Vice President Al Gore anriounced that the comput~r 'cross-matching , 
program, made legal. by last year's welfare reform law', i will be expanded'. 
nationwide in the coming months. We want to provide a safety net for the 
needy, not a hammock for fugitives and felonsj" Gore saidl at a White House 
event attended by state and local police officials. 

I 

Before the new welfare law, privacy protectionsma~e it illegal for' 
police to check food stamp rolls, and fugitives were! not specificall~ 
~rohibited ~rorn obtaining the benefits. ,

I 
! 

'hat was'changed effective in August 1996. The Agriculture Department's '.' 
ector general. then launched Operation Talon" 11i months ago .in: ' 

.peration with specific local police 'departments. The first 85 fugitives 
'. were arrested in June. in Louisville and Lexington, Ky.! . 

Some bf the roundups were elaborate sting operations.1 In Chicago, C06k 
County Sheriff Michael Sheahan said his officers set up a :fakegovernment 
consulting firm" to contacted fugitives and tell the~ .their ·food stamp 
benefits would run out unless they came down for j;an interview. The· 
fictitious firm's name was Tsera & Marant," a play on the words arrest 
warrant. '.' I 

I 
! 

The Chi::;a:;::;> s·11E!ep. was responsible for 470 of .the :2,199 arrests made: 
under the. program. Among those arrested ~ere 19 people ac6used of murder o~ 
attempted mdrder, 10 fleeing child molestati6n charges and seven accused of 
rape. More than 600 of the cases involved drugs. .! 

I 
We knew it w6uld work," Gore said. They:waht thatladdress to be 


bonest when it is put on.an envelope with money in it." I 

Agriculture SecrE!tary Dan GI iCkman sai'd the arrests saVed taxpayers $3 ~ 1 

million, assuming each fugitive obtained food stamps ·for ~ full. year. 
... 
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TEXT: I 
WASHINGTON - Police in 24 cities have captured almost 2,200 fugitives after 

. checkirig food stamp rolIs, in a sweep that will save taxpayers $3.1 

. million, administration offi~ials said yesterdaY'j 

Vice President Al Gore announced that. the comput~r cross-matching 

program, made legal by last year's welfare reform' law, iwill be expanded 

nationwide in the ·c:oming months. "We want to provide a s~fety ne't for the 

needy, not a hammock for fugitives and felons," Gore saidiat·a White House 

eVent attended by st.:!te· and .localpolice officials. I 
, 

I 
Before the new welfare law, privacy protections made it.illegalfor 


police to. check f;:>od stamp rolls,·· and fugitives were i not specifically 

prohibited from obtaining the benefits .. 


That was cha:nged, effective in August 1996. ,The Agriculture 

Department's inspector general then launched "Operation!Talon" 11 months 


"'", in cooperation with . specific local police departments. The first. 85 

itives were arres·ted· in June in Louisville andLexingto~/. Ky. . .. 

. Some of the rou:ndups were elaborate sting operations. Iri Chicago, Cook.· 
.County Sheriff Michael Sheahan said-his officers ~et u~ a; fake "government 

consulting firm" to contact fugitives and tell themitheir food stamp 

benefits would run out unless they came down for an intervfew. . 


I 

"Once the offenders. believed their benefits were in jeppardy, the calls 

started pouring in," Sheahan said. . : 


I,,
The fictitious firm's name was "Tsera·& Marant," a play on the words. 

"arrest warrant." Some. fugitives even accepted free rides in what turned 
out to be a police van that took them straight to jail. 

The Chicago sweep was ~esponsible for 470 of the 2~199 arrests mad~· 
under the program. Among those arrested were 19 people accpsed of murder or . 
attempted murder, 10 fleeing child molestation charges and' seven accused of . 
rape. More than 600 of the cases involved drugs. ! 

I 

"We knew it would work," .Gore said. "They want that address to be' 
honest.when it is put on an envelope with money in it." 

Agr iculture Secretary . Da:n . GI ickman ...said .the a'rrest1s·.· saved taxpayers··· 
$3.1 million, assuming each fugitive obtained .food stamps lfor a full year. 

,88 i 12/18. CAWLEYi12/19,OS:50 STAMPS 19 
, . 
j 
I. 
I 
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TEXT:- i 

WASHINGTON Policl~ in 24 cities captured almost 2,200 fugitives after 

checking food-stamp rolls, a sweep that will save taxpayers $3.1 million, 

administration officials said yesterday. : 


, 
I

Vice President Gore announced that the computer cross-matching program, 
made legal by' last year's welfare-reform law, ,would be ex~anded nationwide 
in the coming months. 

Before the new welfare law, privacyprotections'made it illegal for 
police to check food-stamp rolls, and fugitives were I not specifically' 
prohibited from obtaining the benefits. ,,' I', , 

, That' was changed effective ,in August 1996. The Agriculture Department's 
"inspector general 1::hen launched Operation Talon I 11: months ago inI 

cooperation with. s]?ecific poiice departments. 'The first 85 fugitives were 
arrested in June in Louisville and Lexington, Ky. 

I 

Some of the roUndups were elaborate sting operations. iIn Chicago, Cook' 
nty Sheriff Michael Sheahan said officers set up a fake g6vernment , 

consultipg firm" 1:0 contact fugitives and tell theml their food-stamp: 
benefits would run out unless they came down for an interview. 

I" 

The Chicago swe1ap' was responsible for 470 of the 2 ~ 199' arrests made, 
under the program. Among those arreste~ were 19 people accused of murder or ' 
attempted murder, 10 fleeing child-molestation charges, and seven accused' 
of rape. More than 600 cases involved drugs. " 

I 
Agriculture Secre·tarY Dan Glickman s~id the arrests sav~d taxpayers $3.1 

million, assuming each fugitive obtaiedfood stamps for a ~ull year. 
, !' 
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TEXT: I 

Washington Washington Police in 24 cities captu:red almost 2,200 
fugitives after checking food-stamp rolls, a sweep that wila. save taxpayers 
$3.1 million,. 	administration· officials said yesterday. I 

I , 
I 

Vice President Al Gore announced that the computer cross-matching ., 
program, made legal by last year's welfare-reform law, will be expanded 
nationwide. "We want to'provide a safety net for the needy, not a hammock 
for fugitives and felons," Gore said at a White House e;vent attended by 
state and iocal police officials. 

I 

Before the new welfare law, privacy protections made it illegal for 
police to check fe1od-stamp rolls, and fugitives were ;not specifically 

hibited from obtaining the benefits. 

That was change!d as of August, 1996. The Agricult:ure Department's 
inspector general launched "operation Talon" 11 months ag:o in cooperation 
with some· . local police departments. The first 85 fugitives ~ere arrested in 
June in Louisville and Lexington, Ky. I 

I 
Some of the roundups were· elaborate sting operations. !In Chicago, Cook.· 

County Sheriff Michael Sheahan said his officers set up a :fake "government 
consulting ·firm" tel contact fugitives and tell them Itheir food-stamp 
benefits would run out unless they came down for an int~rview. "Once the 
offenders believed their benefits were in jeopardy, the calls started 
pouring in," Sheahan ·said. . :. . 

I 

Some· fugitives even accepted free rides in what tqrned out to be a 
police van that took them straight to jail. I 

The Chicago . SWEH~P was responsible for 470 of. the 2,1199 arrests made 
under the program~AI110ng those arrested 'were 19 people acc~sed of murder or 
attempted murder, 10 fleeing child-molestation charges and:seven accused of 
rape. More than 600 of the cases irivolved drugs. . 

"We knew it would work," Gore said. "They want that address to be 
honest when it is pui: on an envelope with money in it."1 

, ". . . 

.Agriculture secl:-etaryDan Glickman said. the· arrest~ saved taxpayers 
~ ... 1 million, assum:Lrigeach fugitive obtained food stamps!for a full year. 

said the progrClmwould help keep public "confidence and t~st" in the 
~_.:1-billion program that. is helping feed 20.1 million Americans this year . 

. I 
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TEXT: I 


WASHINGTON Police in 24 cifi$s capture~ nearly 2,20b fugitives after, 

t . ..'checking food stamp rolls, a sweep that will· save taxpay~rs $3.1 ml.lll.on, 

administration officials said yesterday. 

, Vice President Al Gore announced that the computier cross-matching' 
program, made legal by last year's welfare reform law, ;Would be expanded, 
nationwide in the corning months. 

, 'I 
"We want to provide a safety net for the needy, inot a hammock for 

fugitives and felons," Gore said at a White Houseevent,iattended by state 
. '* ;

~nd ~oc~l police officials. 
Before the new welfare law, privacy protections made it illegal for 

pol~~e to check food stamp rolls, and fugitives were not specifically 
prohibited from obtaining the benefits. '! ' 

That was changed as of August 1996. ' 

The Agriculture Department's inspector general then launched "operation 
Talon" 11 months ago in cooperation with local policEa departments. The. 
first' ~5 fugitives 'were arrested in June in Louisville anCi Lexington, Ky. 

I 

Some of ,the roundups were elaborate sting operations:. In Chicago, Cook 
County Sheriff Michael Sheahan said his officers'set up a fake "government 

"consulting firm" to contact fugitives and tellthe~ their food stamp 
'benefits would run out unless they came down for an inter:view. 

"Once the offenders believed their benefits were in j:eopardy, the calls 
started pouring in,'" Sheahan said. I 

I ,

I, .
'The fictitious firm's .name was "Tsera & Marant,n a play on the words 

l1arrest warrant." 
Some fugitives~ even' accepted free rides in what 1turned out to be,a 

police van that to(~k them straight to jail. I 
I ' 

I 

The chicago ?\leep was responsible for 470 of the: 2,199 'arrests made 
under the program. Among those arrested were 19 people a¢cused of murder or 
attempted murder, 10 fleeing child molestation charges and seven accused of 
rape. 

MO,re than 600 of', the cases involved drugs. 

"We knew it would work," Gore said. "They want that a~dress to be honest 
.......en it is put on an envelope with money in it." 

Agriculture, S$cretary Dan Glickman said the arrests s;aved taxpayers $3.1 
million, assuming each fugitive obtained ,food stamps for a full year., 

; 

I 
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'More important, Glickman said, the program helps keep pu~lic "confidence 
and trust" in the $1.9 billion program that is helping f~ed 20.1 million 
Americans this year. ' .­ ' 
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i 
I 

, Irving, Texas KaisE:r Permanente has agreed to pay $5.3 million to a Texas 
family that ctaimed the insurer's cost-cutting measures c~ntributed to its 
father's fatal heart attack. 

r 
I . 

Kais~r, based i~ Oakl~nd, agreed to settle the wr6ngful death s~it 
,brought by the Irving, Texas, family of Ronald Hende~son,whose heart 
disease allegedly was left untreated due to the HMO's plah to cut hospital 
admissions in North Texas. I ' ' 

I 

The settlement carne a£ter it was revealed that hi~h-r~nking Kaiser 
officials devised the 1995 dost-c~ttingplan during Ian alcohol-laced 
brainstorming session on board a plane. ;' 

"Tlhe HMO, '-agreed to the settlement Tuesday after ate~t j uryin Dallas' 
it would hav~ awarded the famiiy more than 10 times that amount if the 

e had gone to trial. 

Food ~tamp ~heck finds 2,000 fugitives' 

washington Police in 24, cities captured almost 2,20P fugitives after,' 
checking food stamp rolls, a sweep that ~ill save taxpay~rs $3.1 million, 
admini~tration officials said. 

I 
Vice, President Al ,Gore announc~d Thursday that the computer 

cross":'matching program, made legal by last year's welfare: reform law, will,' 
be,expanded nationwide in the corning months. : 

Before the new welfare' 'law, privacy,protections ma~e it illegal for: 
police to check food stamp rolls, and fugitives wer~ not specifically 
prohibited from obtaining the benefits. ; 

That was changed effective in August, 1996. The, Agricul.ture Department's' 
insp~ctor generaltherr launched "Opeiation Talon" 1~ monthS ago' in, 
cooperation with 'specific local police departments. Th;e stings included 
arrests of suspected murderers, rapists and child m01ester,s. 

. , ., "", . '.. '. I 

. ,,' '. '. . . ~ , 

Agriculture SecretarY Dan Glickman said the arrests saviedtaxpayers $3.1 
million, assuming,eath-fugitive 6btained food stamps for ~ full year., 

.I 

W Yorker admits enslaving immigrants 
, 'I. , " 

-! ': '.' 

W York A ~omanpleaded g~ilty to enslaving 60 deaf !1exican immigrants 
,..1 forcing them to peddle trinkets in subways and on the streets of New 

'York City. I 
i 

I 

Adriana paol.etti Lemus ,29," one of two,' alleged ~ingleaders in the 



scheme, pocketed more than $1 million in 1996 from sales of the key chains 
and other trinkets, federal prosecutors said. I 

.1e scheme was exposed last July when four of. the v~ctims fled their 
.ckhouse"· in Queens and t.old police about their plight. , . 
Lemus pleaded guilty Thursday to involunt.ary servitude, \money laundering 

cbnspiracy, alien s~ugglihg, obstruction of justice and witness tampering, 
prosecutor Leslie Cornfeld said~ She could receive up to 17 years in prison 

. at her sentencing Marbh l3. 


Copyright 1997 San Francisco Examiner Inc. 
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News & Record (Greensboro, NC) 

December 19, 1997, Friday, ALL EDITIONS 

SECTION: GENERAL NEWS, Pg. Al 

LENGTH: 384 words 

HEADLINE: 2,200 FUGI:'!VES CAPTURED THROUGH FOOD STAMP RoLLS 

BYLINE: BY CURT A:'-1DE:':<,SONi The Associated Press '.-lASHINGTON ­

I'BODY: 
Police in 24 cicies ture~ almost 2,200 fugitives ~fter ~hecking fobd scamp 

rolls, a sweep ttat will save taxpayers S 3,1 million, administration cffi~ials 
Isaid Thursday, , ' 
i 

Vice President Al Gore announced that the computer cross-matching program, 
made legal by last's welfare reform law, will be exparided nationwid~ in the 
coming months, 

, 'We want to prov a safety net for the needy, not a hammock for fugitives 
and felons, " Gore said at a White House event attended by state and local 
police officials, 

,ore the new welfare law, privacy protections made it :llegal for p0lice :0 

, food'stamp rolls, arid fugitives were not ,specifically prohibited ffom 
'- _ining' the benet:::s, I 

I 

':rhat was changed effective in August 1996, The Agricultu:::-e Deparr::.mem:.is 
inspector general then'launched "Operation Talon" 11 months ago in cooperation 
with specific local ice departments,l 

'The fi:::-s: 85 :ives were arrested in June in Louisville and Lexington, Ky, 

Some of the roundups we:::-e elaborate sting operations. 

In Chicago,Cook :ounty Sheriff Michael Sheahan said his officers s~t:up a 
fake' 'government consult firm" to contact fugitives and, tell them t~eir 
food stamp benefits would run out unless they came down for an in:erview: 

I 

, 'Once the offenders believed their benefits were in jeopardy, the calls 
. , I

started pouring in!" Sheahan said. ! 

I 
The fictitious firm's name was 1 'Tsera & Marant, " a play on the words 

"arrest warrant." 
" 

i 
I 

Some fugit~ves even rides in whac:urned out be a police va:: 
that took them sera: 

~'''~ Chi~ago sweep 'was ibl'e for 470 0: :~e 2 t 13,9' a::-::-es:s made l'n~Q"'"
- ..... 1 ..... --:­

m. Among those arrested were 19 people ac~used =f ~urder or attemc:ec 
c, ~o f:ee ,child molestation charges and seve~ accused ~- ra~e,:~cre

- I
600 of the.~ases ' d:ugs. 

I 
I 
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'We knew it would work, " Gore said. 'They want. that address to belhonestI 

it is put on an envelope with money in it, ' , 
I 

Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman said the arrests saved taxpayers S, 
I 

3.1 
'million, assuming each fU'3itive obtalned food stamps for a full year. I 

" 

More importantly, he s.aid, the program helps keep public ';confidenc~ and 
~rust" in the $ 1.9 billion program that is helping feed 20.1 million Americans 
this year. i 

i 

LOAD-DATE: December 21, 1997 
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December 19, 1997 

SECTION: News; ?g. A24 

~ENGTH: 390 words 
i 

HEADLINE: 	 Police use different kind of net; Food stamp lists lead to ariest of 

BODY: 
WASHINGTON -- Police in 24 cities.captured almost 2,200 fugitives 	after 

checking .food stamp rolls, a sweep that will save taxpayers 53.1 milli0I}, 
administration officials said Thursday. 	 . 

I 
I 

Vice President Al Gore announced, that the computer cross~ matching program, 
made legal by last year's welfare reform law, will be expanded nationwige in the 
ccimingmonths. 1 

I 
. We want to' provide • a safety net for the needy, .not a hammock for fugitives 


and felons," Gore said at a White, House event attended by state and .local 

police officials .. 


Before the new welfare law, privacy protections made it illegal for police to' 
cl"""""k food stam~ rolls, and fugitives were not specifically prohibited from 

1ning the benefits. 	 I 
I 

fhatwas changed ef~ective i~ August 1996. The Agriculture Department's 
I '.inspector general then launched Operation Talon' t 11 months ago ~n cooperat~on 

with specific local police departments. The first 85 fugitives were artested in 
June in Louisv~lle' arid Lexington, Ky. I 

SomE:! of the roundups were elaboFate sting operations. In Chicago, Cook County 
Sheriff Michael Sheahan said his officers set upa fake government consulting 
:irm' j~o contact fugitives and tell them their food stamp benefits wouid run 
out unless they came down. for an ·interview. 

I 

Once the offenders believed their benefits· were in jeopardy, the calls 
started pouring in, ',' Sheahan said. I 


.1 


'The f ict it ibus finn's name was Tsera & Mararit, I a. play on the words I a'rres tI 

warrant. I I Some fugitives eve'n accepted free rides. in what turned out to be a 
~olice van that took them straight to jail~ 

fhe Chicago sweep was responsible 'for 470 of the 2,199 arrests made knder the 
program. Among those arrested were 19 people accused of murder or attempted 
:nu:-der" 10 :leeing chilci molestation charges and seven accused of :-ape. 1 More 
than.600 of the casesinvo.lved drugs. . 

We knew 1: would work, .. Gore said. They want that address to be honest 

w'" -.., .i~ is pu: on an envEllope wi thmon.ey in it.··· I . 


~r~cult'..:re Secretary Dan Glickman said the arrests saved taxpayers 53,1 
ion, assuming each :ugHlve obtained food stamps fora full year. More 

http:thmon.ey
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:tant, he ~aid, the program helps keep public confidence and trust' 'I in the 
1

h · 
1 billi6n program that is helping feed 20.1 million Americans t 1S· ye,ar. 
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USDA to'seek,to recruit: more Hispanic employees 

WASHINGTON, May 4 (Reuter~) '- Agriculture Secretary Dan 
C;lickman met with Hispclnic groups on Thursday to hammer out a 
!? to increase the number of Hispanic em.ployees at the 
d :ment. 

-,lickman, whose department last year agreed to pay $2 
billion to settle a cilass-action lawsJit for discriminati6n 
against black farmers, has acknowledged racial problems at the 
USDA. 

,The agriculture secretar~, ~ho has mad~,civil rights a' i 
priority. said Hispanics were better represented in the private i 
sector than they were CIt the USDA. In September 1999, .Hispanics i 
constituted about 5 percent of the USDA work force, or 4,017 I 
employees out of 84,04SI • --

Glickman said this year the USDA has hired 103 Hispanics, 
but less than a handful were in top administrative jobs. 

. "We know that we have plenty of work still to do," Glickman 
said at the USDA Hispanic Leadership Summit. 

Glickman"i""S"Hispanic recruitment plan includes the creation 
of a new USDA position specifically for recruiting Hispanics 
in~o ,the department. A similar position exists for recruiting 
blacks. 

Nancy Robinson, the newly appointed Hispanic employment 
program manager, said there were, major minority' recruiting 
problems at the USDA and the first step to resolving them was' 
for department-wide ,coordination. 

The department has been the target of a slew of lawsuits 
and racial discrimination complaints from employees and farmers 
over the past decade. 

Last month marked the one-year anniversary of the USDA's 
billion-dollar settlement for years of discriminating 

a~ _nst black farmers. 
In'theclass-actionlawsuit, thousands of black farmers 

accused the USDA of shutting them out of loan programs, 
disaster as,sistance and other farm aid because of their race. 
The suit resulted in a $2 billion settlement. 

More than 3,000 black farmers so far have received 
settlement 'money and forgiven loans worth a total of S190 
million. 
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bc-WH-govt-websites 

Twenty Things You Can Do On U.S.Government Web Sites 

To: National Desk 

Cont~ct: White House Press Office, 202-456-2580 'I 

WASHINGTON, June 24 IU.S. Newsw{rel -- The following wasi 


released today by the White House:.' I 
President tlinton is the first president of the Internet ~ge, 

and with the leadership of Vice President Gore has moved the U.S. 
government on-line. Government web sites make information andl 
services available at the click of ~ mouse, helping ~ericans:keep 
in touch with their government and making government work better 
for people. There are now over 20,000 government web sites --ihere 
are just a few of the more popular ones. . 

1. Get tips ~n choosing a health plan, a doctor, a course of 
treatment, or a long-term care facility from the Department o~ 
Heal th ,and Human Service I s Heal thfinderservice 1 

(www.healthfinde.c.gov). Healthfinder also provides the information 
on the latest heiilth research, different illnesses, and a host of 
medical resources designed to help families stay healthy. It ~erved 
.' '. I 

over 4.5 million visit,ors in' 1999. I 
2. Teachers, parents, and students can access lessons and! 


educational matel:ials on any topic on to the Department of : 

Education I s new (j'ateway to Educational Materials I 


(www.thegateway.c)rg). The Gateway makes finding materi,als on' the 
Internet easy by connecting' users to over 140 web sites . 

. 3 .. Start YOUl: own business with help from the Small Busin~ss 
Administration (vlWW. sba. gov), which offers everything from loans to 
outreach ini tiatl.ves for women and minority-owned businesses. 'The 

" I
site also providE!s e-mail counseling ,and mentoring, online : 
educational courses, and a database of federal, state andpri~ate 
contracts availa.k:,le to small firms.' . I 

4. Protect yc,ursel f and your children from environmental h:azards 
by finding out about drinking water quality, toxic and air I 
releases, and hazardous wa~te in your neighborhood by signing ~n to 
the Environmental Protection Agency's (www. epa. gov) Enviromapp,er 
site. You can also find out about water discharge permits and: 
Superfund sites. '. .... I 
, 5. Need a government statistic? FedStats (www. fedstats. govi) 


provides the public a single point of entry to 40 Federal 
 i 

stati'stical prograrn.s. Since its inception in May 1997, FedStats has 
logged over 3.5 million user sessions. ' , 

6. Is it possible that you or someone you know may' be owed; 
pension benefits without1cnowing it? The·Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation ( www.pbgc.gov) reunites people with missing pensions, 
and feature$ an onlin& Pension Search Directory that allows yo~ to 
find benefits that may be owed to you. ". : 

7. Learn how to get health insurance for your children thr~ugh 
the Children's Health Insurance Program (www.insurekidsnow.gov,)' 
CHI!?'s web page offers' state-specific information on who is ! 

'eligible and how to enroll to make sure children grow up stron~ and 
. healthy. I 

. e. Begin plan,ning' for retirement by computing your estimat~d 
So~ial Security benefits online at the Social Security I 

Administration (W'foIW. ssa.gov) .. 55A' s home page also provides 
information on obtain,ing a Social Security number as well as 
information for employers on reporting earnings., i 

9. Agencies feom across the Federal government joined forces to 
provide Federal Rt!sources for Academic Excellence' , i 
(www.ed.gov/free):, which makes hundreds of education resources I 

I 

www.ed.gov/free
http:www.insurekidsnow.gov
http:www.pbgc.gov
www.thegateway.c)rg
http:www.healthfinde.c.gov


I 

~vailable on the web fort~achers. students, or parents. Subj~cts 
range from an. architectural, tour of the National Gallery of A~t's 
East Building to a~mutual fund cost calculator from the Securities 
and Exchange Commission. , 

10. Buy your first home with help from.the Department ~f Housing 
and Urban Development (www.hud.govl. HUD's web page provides a 
comprehensive ho,mebuyer's kit. complete with searchable databases 
of HUDhomes for sale, condominiums and developments approved'for 
FHA financing, and HUD approved lenders. " .'! 

. 11. With Acc'!s.s America for Students (www.students.govl : 
--students can gain infbrmation on how to obtain finaricial aid, pay 
their student loans, and get career iriformation. This website;is ' 
part of an initiative .nnounced by Vice President Gore called: 
"Access America. I. D' 

12. Learn fO(Jd ,sa fety and handling tips; proper cooking : 

temperature for food; and ho,w to test to see if your kitchen is 

safe from foodbor.ne illness from the Department of Agricultur~ 


(www. foodsafety. qovl " ' , I ' 
~ 13. Find a fuel-efficient car with help from the Department of 
,Energy and the Environmental'Protection Agency 

(www.fueleconomy"gov/feg). : 
14~ Kids, parenti and coaches can get ,tips from the ti.S. ~omen's 

Soccer Team (and other experts) on good reasons not to smoke 
like, not being c.ble to run down the soccer field -- on the 
Smoke-Free Kids ...,eb sl.te(www.smokefree.gov). 

15. 'Curious about online trading? Learn how to invest wisely and 
avoid fraud on the Internet from the Securities and Exch~nge I 

Commission (www.!!ec.gov). 
16. Traveler~ can now check for weather-related delays us~ng the 

Federal Aviation Adl'Ttinistration' s web site (www. fly. faa. gov) . !The 
web site has rece:ived almost one million visitors since its launch 
on -April 2000, with' the number of visitprs doubling every wee~. 

17. Find help after ~ natural disaster from the Federal 
'Emergency Management Agency (www. fema. 'gov). FEMA' s web site , 
provides information on where 'to find temp'orary shelters, crisis 
counseling, or legal counseling. ,FEMA also p'rovides help in i 
applying for assistance for help in iebuiiding y6ur home ! 

lB. Find the, Veterans' Medical Center nearest you, and fin'd out 
what benefits you may qualify for, with help from the Departme'nt of 
Veterans' Aff~irs (www.va.gov).' '" i 

19. Learn' ,about your Medicare benefits, get information ab:out 

nursi~g homes in your area, or reportsu~pected Medicare fraud, 

through the Health Care Financing Administration' s (www.hcfa .g,ov) 

web page, HCFA also provides an on-line version of the Medicar:e & 

You 200.0. handbook.' , 


20.. Learn how you can pay back student loans and voluntee~ in 

your community through the Corporation for National Service I 

(www.cns. gov). 


-0. ­
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food Stamp, E'rcLud., 1st Ld-Writethru, a063S,0696 
Electroni~ '6,!1:d~ trim, but -haven't eliminated, food stamp fraud 

erroneous percentages 

~y JESSE J. H()LLA.ND= 

Assoc~ated Pre~s Writer-


WASHINGTOH (AP) Criminals are still swindling S660 million a' 
year in food ~;tamp benefits from the government, despite the: 
wide~pread use of electronic debit cards in place of the : 
traditional, E!asy-to-craffic paper coupons, federal officials say. 

Still, thE! amount of federal money stolen each year by cbminals 
has decreased 19 percent, from SBlS, million in 1993 to S660 nullion 
annually from 1996-98, Agriculture Department officials say.: • 

And the tnfficking'rate which compares dollars trafficked to 
benefits issued dropped 8 percent from j.B' ~ents per dolla~ in , 
1993 t.o 3. S ce,nts in 1998, according to a new department report 
released last week. _ I , 

- - food sta,mps are intended for food and we do not and we,i will 
not t.olerate fraud and abuse in the -Food Stamp Program," said 
Shirley Watkins, the Agriculture undersecretary of food, nut~ition 
and consumer services.' ' 

Using elec:tr,onic benefit transfer (EBT) cards instead of! paper 
coupons was su,pposed to help fight food stamp fraud and cut aown on 
government paperwork. Currently, 37 states and the Districc bf 
Colwnbia are using EBT cards for their statewide systems. Ali 

, states have tc be using the system by 2002, officials said. : 
But even t,hough three-fourths of all American families using 

food scamps nc'w use a card instead of coupons, criminals arel still 
getCing access to federal dollars, said Roger Viadeio, the :' , 
Ag ricul ture Deparcmenc' s inspector general. " 

Just as they did with the paper',coupons,' recipients are ~elling 
their debit ca,rds and personal identification nwnbers for, drugs and 
money to traffickers, he told the House Budget Com:m.iccee's w~lfare 
task force on Wednesday. 

The street level'traffickeu may be having more difficul~y using 
the cards, but "large-scale trafficking by retailers concinues to 
be widespread, ,. Viadero said. "Again, those involved oftenl ' 
traffic in inur,ense quantities of benefits, have large organi-~ations 
and often use, sophisticated schemes to carry out the'crimes and 
conceal their illegal activities." 

Part of the problem 'is thac storeowners who willingly 
participate in. fraud schemes are not being forced to pay the i 

financial penalties they' were assessed for trafficking, said! Larry 
Dyckman, director of food and agricultural issues for the U.'S.' 
General Accounting Office, Congress's watchdog arm. 

From 1993-98, stores were assessed S'78 million in penalttes but 
00.1 y S11. S milloi.,on was collected, he said. He said S49 mill i,on was 
written off- as~~uncollectable" and t~e rest was pending 
collection. 

",According to agency officials, this small percentage olf fines 
collected reflects the difficulties involved in ~ollecting this 
kind of debt, such as problems in locating, debtors as well a!,s their 
refusal to pay," he said. ' , 'However, weak'nesses in the agency's 
debt collectic'n procedures and practices also contributed to low 
collections. ' , , ! 

!n additic,n, most states with EBT' ~ystemsaren' C analyzi;ng the 
data to find c:riminals, Dyckman said. As"of last April, only 
florida, Miisouri, South Carolina and Texas were lndependendly 
analyzing their electronic databases to identify suspect 
reclpients, and Agriculture's inspector general provided 34 000 

http:H()LLA.ND


suspects to, M.lqrland as well; he said. 
, "Dui.fr{g::.19-98 and 1999, these five states were responsible for 
disqualifying about 99 percent o£ the 6,873 individuals nat~onwide 
who were'removed from the food Stamp E'rogram for trafficking," 
~yckman said. _ : 

The Agriculture Department has its own anti-fraud computer 

system called "ALERT" wh.ich records EBT transactions and ]ooks 

for, traffickifig patterns, Watkins said,. 


On the Net:: .House Budget Committee welfare task force: 
http://wWw.h.otise.gov/budget/hearings/taskforcewelfare.htm , 

USDA ,food and Nutrition Service: http://www.fns.usda.goV/fns/ 
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