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February 21, 1998, saturday 

SECTION: Religion; Pg. B6; 

LENGTH: 415 words 

HEADLINE: New corn hybrid reduces animal waste phosphorus 

BYLINE: CURT ANDERSON Associated Press 

BODY: 
WASHINGTON --Phosphorus in animal manure could be reduced by 40 percent, and 

farmers might save money on· feed, because of a new corn hybrid aimed at cutting 
water pollution, researchers said Friday. 

"We believe we can get to the market with a product ,that's going to meet the 
needs of the animal, t:he producer .and be better for' the environment," said Bill, 
Neibur, co~n research director at Pioneer Hi-Bred International, an Io~a-ba~e~ 
seed company. 

Agriculture DepartJilento'fficials announced the 'corn hybrid along with 

President Clinton's n~w 6lean water initiativ~, which would update the Clean 

Water Act that expired in 1992., 


,: I' 

rhis is great new!; for those of us who want to reduce the amount of . 

, n .... ",~ ients running int<:> our waters," Agriculture secretary Dan Glickman said. , 


'Phosphorus in ariimal manure -~ particularly from l~rge-scal~ operations like 
,corporate hog farms ""'-is carried into .lakes and streams by rainwater. It cari 

cause unnaturally high growth.of algae and other-organisms, killing fish and' 

creating 'oxygen-depleted dead zones •. 


Chicken manure r~noffis suspected in an outb~eak of fish-killingpfieste~ia 
piscicida last summer in Maryland tributaries of the Chesapeake Bay. The microbe 
is also blamed for killing millions of fish in North Carolina • 

. The corn hybrid was developed and patented by an Agriculture Research SerVice 
geneticist in Aberdeen, Idaho. Pioneer signed the first license. to develop tne 
corn for commercial use and hopes to have it ready by 2000.. 

"USDA is making th.is technology widely available to maximize its 

environmental benefit.s and boost farm income," Glickman said. 


The USDAgeneticis;t, Victor Raboy, said regular corn contalnsplentiful' 
amounts of phytic acid. That stores phosphorUS in an Unusable form· in animals '. 
with.onestomach -- including chickens and hogs -- meaning that much of it ,winds 
up in their manure. 

The new hybrid reduces phytic acid by two-thirds, which can cut phosphorus in 
. ( "een and hog manure by between 2 5 . percent and 4 0 percent. At the same, ti~e, , 

" t animal is able to absorb more phosphorus' into its body as a nutrient, , 
reducing the costly need for farmers 1:,0 add it: to feed. 

http:growth.of
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The low-acid corn IHantis undergoing tests to determine whether it has 

(v:~.\5i(rable yields and resistance' to pests and disease. 


, I 

fhe corn feed would have little impact on, c,attle and other multiple-stomach 
animals. They have an enzyme that breaks down phytic acid and already absorb 
more phosphorus' intO t:heir bodies. 

'LOAD-DATE: February 23, '1998 
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, ' WEDNESDA Y. J(j:"iE 30.1999 ,. 

Vashington Appeals to France in FoodDisp4lt 

, 

'. '. 
I 

~Ieanwhde. Sluart E1Zenq;a. the J.g~!CultiJfal e~poru are expectct\ WJoin By Barry James 
ncminee for the,ccon<i highest job at Ihe Washington in pressing [he EU to phueIm"tUI(molc;I If"'IJJJ ru;,.~", 

·\;.5. Treasury Dcpart.mer.c •. i.lld :hQI!he out lub$ldies. ne said. 
PARIS :""The U.S. agriculture ,ec· . Europeln L'nion's resistance [0 ge~e[·· ~rr Eizenst.1t mace only 1 passing 

retU)':Daniel Ghc:l(m3ll. appuled;o eh!! lcally.modif:ed iooC.\ and 19riculturill re(e:ence 10 1 long-sinunering dispute 
French governme"ton Tue.\day co nelp ?foduets.s lite o!gges,: trade :hree.l faced w:lh the European Union oVer.imporu or' 
avert a trade Wl.! between the United· bv :he l;nl(ed States. . . U.S. hormone-Ileated beef. saying thar· 
States ilIld Europe: on a growing i!~t of ' .. Almos! !oo perc:nt of'our ag~1(:ul' W:uhlngton hoped to "amicably" reo 
Issues such as bl"lechnology and bed. [Ilral exports in the nexI rive ye;).(1.will be solve.he tr:lde issue', . 
hormones,. .. . genellcally'moditied or combined ..... ith He Slid the U.S. govemment found ic 

Mr. Glidcman 1a.id.Wt lite U,S,..\I11- ;,ullc commcdities !hac are genelJcally . dirficulttogetAllSlWel1 (i'Omthe EarQpa.tl 
baSsador here. FeUx Roh.1!)'n. Mad 511g' modified, ". Mr. Eizensta! :estif!ed be· Comminion. exc:c;;utive body oCthe Euro
gested. thac the· I!rieulrure ~ec;et.arY '(ore the Senate Flna.nce eomminee, The pean Linion. on these U\d other Issues 
U"aveJ co France roc lite di5cusslom:o EU'l i'ear of blo'englneered .foods.md rdatirtg to the approval o( new produCU. 
avoid In impendt"B " liain wreck" on C.~e rarm commcdllies is ., the single greatest· and lIIas thenfore turning directly ro the. 
Il'1Ide dis pUleS ..... It:' the. \..:niccd S[;j!e~ :tade thrut Ihac ..... e face." he added.· F~nch· . IlgriCUIrure 'minister,· Jca.n I· 

FrUlce'lllnoye,j the 1;5. admlnis:Ta., Mi" E:zenstat [old ""'e S~nate oane! Glavany. for help, Mr. Ghlnny'~ spoke.s
!Ion lut week. by seeking to force l :hat tl1e L'nited States !'lad urged the marl WIls unavailable for comment., . 
i'!'lOrltor:um oni\dm!lling ile;'" "erlet· :,uropean lnton :0 :7eate a rood s.liecy In hiS commentS. Mr. (iHciul1ln said. 
Ically modified si:ecs or cr~p~ 'Jn~Ji ,he :~gulatory ~t:uc:\lre'JJlth rtgorous SCI- ., It:$ not vel fundamentally clear always 
E'.Iropean Parliartrentna.:; hid lC~anc:!:o enuf.c mndard3 lnd· oroc:dure~· ..... tio js lsi charge /IJld IIIho you ta!k to 
je!)ate t!le-Issue, probably month~ from r.1odeled liter Ihe L.S. Food and Drug about these p!'1:)biems_" C 
:lOW. Eflvironmei.t mini3ters relectd the AdmlCllstn(lon. . .', One :)f the ~ei1SOn.s IIIe came nere i.s , 
French proposal. but did .grceJn :om· He· said a rop US. ;morlCj' lt the because IIIe !)elieve thaI the French are in '. 
plex labeling lnd moniloring require, ~pcorl1ing round of world trade talks was ." particularly import.ll'lt role Ul Ii lead· ., 
menu thar ~ome /IJlalysu said ....ollid beellrrun'lUlg e..;porc.utd !ntemallubsidies- ; erShl~,c:lpactCj' on agriCUlture. We tell it I; 
almost as .onerous for the bIotech :11- 'for agncullural pro<iuct3. AUltrlllill. New.' ·111:1.\' tmport:s.nt milt they usert them- . r: 
dU1try IS a form.al moratorium.ZeaJa.nd and ceveloplng COuntries wi.hselves in.,this leadership role in Europe· I: 

- noi ;.Iut they .... ould hove to agree ....'1tn 

U~ on everything. aut '<Ne need thiS point 

coufnry in Europ'~ to help us dca! ..... ith 

some of the resolu:ion·or rne~e part!CUlar

O!'1:)blems." . 

, Mr Glickr.:;&n said the :.1!k~ ..... ould 

lead (0 further bilucrl' meelin!:, be

rween the United State::! and Franc:!' . 


Aiter ~ tOllgh ;oundoC (arm flllks .n 
. the European Union culier. thiS ~·e;&r in .' 
...,hlch the French nego(i3.tors rejected 
propos.u~ thllt would h.1ve weilkened the 
(I.lftOn·1 r'il!TTI sector. France's views on 
19r1culture l..;e unlikcly t.o ,WlY :nost 
;}(her EL' nj.tion~ lny more now. ""'30 

L'ley j,;1 :he~. obl:ervel1uid, Mr. Ghc!<, 
mJI1 .... .l$ .l.llced whe!her in :'-YHlg :a .:rillS: 
,;,e ,'~::)O!::~oe F~~·f:c?1. he ~:sl<cd lnL!$::'Ig 

·.:"\c .~cJH'illy ::>1 (he ,est cf Eu[;,:;c 
·:f y~u jon·, bnng Fnncc ~:;);J::C )i~ :ng ;;ublll:: pol,ey d~cl!(ons' Whc::~ jtd· 

:~e,;e :>5'lel. :1 .3 gOing !o be '!arc. [0 :3I(or.aJ\sm begU'l :n :he 1"T;h U1': 13 ..1 

:~sQi"e :hem"· ile,eplted. Bu:. 'Ie ld· :enrurv~ Here' ';l,'hQ ""'IS t."le "tts: :·o·Jd 
:jed ... We ar= gfHng fa conUnue ;J:J.!OS Il.t"e:y 'cx:pert o (t."lc "'or!o ' LOlliS P.l.l· 
w: ..'1 ot.'!e(.cou!'\c~.es.". (ec:( Here'. My soc':ncH g;U.:.CU5. : 

.... sked how he relcced '(0 ?o!5lblv . undersl3lId litis. I ~et l,rriltl.:l:11.l1bout JII 

L';l:.!Cr.:li fea."'3 :oouc sa.ier;·,:-'I: Gl:ck·. 5!ie(V myself - bu: <I SC(';le CuUl(Hi 1 
:nJ.:I r:::or:ed, .. S.:J I should JUs: l';C;:P: c:y:tUed"soc:ery yau r-:,ive !lot ':0 ~ty ~~ 
:hl: ~"::l::o:nlt~· IS the metl'!ocl :'c)1 :n.l..Ic:· 'yst.ems ·.... orlong ·.h<!mseives 011::" 

Mr. Glickman says France is a kev 
lelder on Europe'~ agricuJrure policy. 

-J 

http:ot.'!e(.cou!'\c~.es
http:moratorium.ZeaJa.nd
http:tmport:s.nt
http:EarQpa.tl
http:1a.id.Wt
http:solve.he
http:Eizenst.1t
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'Reuters News - FOCYS-U.S., France aiin to re ... 

Top Business Ne\AfS . . 

FOCUS-U.S., France aim to resolve 
GM food spat 
(adds Glickman re,narks paras 4-9. <14, Scher remarks 
paras 15-16 . bylinE!) 

By Greg Frost ' 

PARIS. June 29 (R:euters) - The top French and U.S. 
agriculture officials said on Tuesday they will try to sort out • 
differences over gE'metically modified (GM),organisms 
before they spiral ()ut of control. . 

U.S. Agriculture SE~cretary Dan Glickman and French 
Farm Minister Jean Glavany said members of their staff 
would meet in the coming weeks to try to resolve the latest 
in a series of agricultural disputes between the United 
States and the Eu('opean Union. 

"We agreed today (to) have a process over the next 
several weeks to tialk through these issues and we 
identified people within our own ministries to carry the 
issue forward so it doesn't just hang on forever without 
some serious resolution," Glickman told reporters after he 
and Peter Scher. the U.S. special ambassador for 

· agricultural trade, met with Giavany. 

Glickman said that although the breakfast meeting at the 
French Farm Mini~;try had focused on "serious issues" 
related to food safety. food security and the use of science 
in agriculture, it WiiS not a formal negotiating session. 

Speaking to reponters later at the U.S. Embassy, Glickman 
warned of serious consequences it the two sides do not 

. resolve their: differences on GM foods ahead of the next 
· round of world trade talks scheduled to begin later this 
. year. 

· "Issues of new technology and biotechnology are far more 
profound to world trade than beef and bananas," he said. 
referring to two, other agricultural trade disputes that have 

. flared up between the EU. and' the United States in recent 
years. 

"Unless there is .some resolution to this, my belief is that 

this will create far more serious trade tensions ... and we 

want to get to work noW on a bilateral basis to get these 

sorted out," Glickman said. 
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BlI::lOMSERQ NEWS 
PARIS - U.S. Agriculture SeC

retary Dan Glickman said. ye$ter-' 
day the Closure of European Union 
miukets to genetically modified 
crnps could escalate into a "seri
ous and expensive trade conflict:' 

"Unless we find a resolution •.my 
belief, is that this will create far 
mi)re trade tensions than hormone 
beef or bananas;' Mr. Glickman 
said at a press conference. ' 

Mr. Glickman comented after 
. a rneeting with French Agriculture 
Minister Jean Glavany. France and 
foiJ1' other, EU govern.rnents last 
wilek pledged to block the sale of 
new gene-altered crops in the 15
nation bloc. angering the United 

States, the leading producer of the 
food. , , 

The French-led veto, driven by 
concern that the altered crops may' 
pose a health risk, inflames trans
Atlantic trade tensions that are al
ready rising over a range of food-, 
safety issues, including a dec
ade-old EU ban on hormone
injected U.S. beef. It also frustrates 
efforts by Monsanto .Co., Novartis ' 
AG and other companies to sell ge
netically modified seeds in Eu-, 

: rope. " 
, While Mr. Glavany didn't soften 
France's stance on engineered 
foo4s, he agreed to consider U.S. 
concerns as the European Union 
draf'I:I new rules for approval of 

crops boosts tradetension· 
, modified crops, the, French Agri the food is safe, the Europeans say ture's representative to the Euro

culture Ministry said. there haven't been enough tests on pean Union. 
, Mr. Glavany "reiterated the im the side effects for human, and "We had a 5200 million market 
portance of the issue for consum plant health. A practical ban on for corn in Spain, which has been 
ers and for the French and Euro , new genetically modified crops al completely shut off for us as a re
pean authorities," while he agreed ready exists, as the European 	 sult of this particular difficulty:' 

Miss Revelt told Bloomberg News with Mr. Glickman on "the neces Union hasn't granted any new ap
sity of simplit'ying and harmoniz provals in more than 15 months. in Brussels. Sbe declined to give an 
ing EU procedures:' the ministry The conflict over genetically al overall figure tor US. exports of 
said. . tered foods' follows recent trade , genetically altered crops lost due 

The issue is crucial to U.S. farm disputes that have led the United to EU restrictions. ' 
ers, some of whose crops are more States to seek hundreds of millioDS Europe's resistance to corn, soy 
than 40 percent geneiicaJly modi of dollars in sanctions against the and other crops designed to resist 

pests reflects concerns over foodfied, because they aIie facing de- ' European Union. 

elining prices and projjtabillty and EU market barriers to geneti· ' safety that were exacerbated by 

sell more food to the European cally modified crops are also 'Cost the "mad cow" crisis over con

Union than any othelr region ex- ing hundreds of millions of dollars taminated British beef in 1996 and 

cept Japan. ' in U.S. exports, said Mary Revelt, this year's scare over dioxin


tainted Be~an chi,eken.While U.S. trade officials insist the U.S. Department of . Agricul
, 
!. 
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I>u.s. turns 
,> 

spotlight 

on genetic 

engmeenng 
"We can'tforce-feed consumers," 


agriculture secretaI)' says. 


BY BILL LwBRECIlT 

Po.st·Di.sp<:I.tdl WculUngton 8L11"1iU1& 


WASHINGTON -> In the planti

ng of genetically changed crops 

around the world. the U.S. govern

ment has done just about every

thing it c:a:a to help except drive 

the traCtOt: 


Agriculture Secretary Dan 

Glic1a:nan has been one of bioteeb

aology'$ leadingbooste1'5, adInon·> , 


> ishing reluctant Europeans DOt (0 I 

staJld in the way of progres:jand /1

urging the acceptance ot food 

grown miDg the new, Americau 

> 

: 

technology. But lately, Glickman 
haS rurned cautious. In St. Louis I 
last week. be warned that the Unit
ed States must pay closer atteDuOD 
to questions being raised aI'OUIld 
the world about genetic engineer
ing. 
, "We 

> 

can't force-teed ... re1uc~ 
• 

I> 

tant consume1'5," he !Aid. 
His words, along with >a recent 


scientific tind.ini that biorechnolo

gy may I:w'm bunerfties, are help

ing trigger an emergiilg debate in 
 i> 

th..is country that could prove piv-
See Genetics, Page AlO 

ertainment C3-4 Boob,CS
> , > 

http:I,.sr-PiSIA.Te


~ 

lY 

Turn Dowrn~Kt fn Food Feud 

.G~netically modified food had a relatively' 

t:'<lsy voyage fro!]:i tbe laboratory to the fields 
to the :silos, But something happened on the 
way to the mark.et. The Europeans. who call 

, it Frankenstein food. won't touch It. Some so
called G:'-l crops sold In Europe have to be la
beled and others can't be sold at all. Japan. 
South Ko,'ea. Australia and other . countries . 
ar~ following suit. The fear of food altered in ' 
the laboratorv has reached America's shores 
as well. and whether well founded or not it is 
forcing producers. farmers and even govern
ment regulators to take another look. Ad
dressing some Cof the concerns raised about 
GM food. rather than dismissing 'critics as a 
bunch of kooks or trade protectionists. is a 
welcome change. . 

The benefits of genetically altered crops are 
many. and mosl; of them. are acknowledged 
even by groups opposed to their cultivation. 
Com containing proteinS of a bacteria called 
Bacillus thurin~riensis (Btl kills insects that 
can't be controilled by pesticides. GM crops 
improve nutriti(mal content. increase yields. 
make plants resistant to weeds. reduce pesti
cide use and even make recycling easier. . 

The U.S. government has tested such crops 
extensively and found GM food to be as good • 
as any food. Right now. there are 50 "tried 
and tested" GM p!ant varieties approved by 
the AgriculturE~ Department. inclu~ing' cot
ton. corn. soybeans and rapeseed. Nearly one
half of soybearils and over one-third of corn 
grown in the United States last year was ge
netically alterf!(1. . 

But the Europeans. subjected to a handful 
of food scares unrelated to biotechnology in 
recent years. have balked. EnVironmentalists 
plunder-test fields of Bt com. daily headlines 
in Britain whip up public hysteria about 
FrankenIood. and Italian consumers pelt 
visiting U.S. agricultural officials with Bt soy

beans. The European Cnion reacted to the 
consumer uproar by requiring labels on some 
GM crop Imports and imposing a moratorium 
on the imports of oth.ers. Washington re
sponded by threatening to embroil Europe
Its biggest trading partner-In a food fight ' 
that could dwarf the spaghetti. banana and. 
beef trade wars of recent times, 

The issue has now spread to Asia. and new 
SCientIfic and commercial concerns are taking 
root in the United States as well. In a labora
tory study. pollen from Bt corn killed mon
arch butterfly larvae. and soybeans contain
ing a gene from Brazil nuts were found to 
trigger allergic reactions. The Bt com tests 
were. not duplicated in field tests. and the 
modified soybean never made it to the mar
ket. But doubts were raised. and now even 
the regulators are worried. 

Agnculture SecretarY Dan Glickman has 
acknowledged that there are many ques-. 
trons-scientific and economic-that "ha
.ven't been thought of. much less answered." 
While he and producers of G M seeds blame 
much of the problem on poor public ~elations. 
they are beginning to concede the opponents' 
concerns as legitimate. He promised to alter 
his department's decades-old regulatory pro
cedure to give it greater independence from 
industry and broaden SCientific review to 10
clude long-term effects of various processes. 
He even conceded that "some ty~ of infor
mation labeling is likely to happen." . 

Clearly. what's needed now is Cor both sides 
of this issue to stop hurling accusations and 
threatening retribution and start talking. in
dependent scientists. :enVironmentalists and 
consumers must be included in the regulatory 
reView. U.S. and European regulators should 
get together and seek a solution acceptable to 
both sides. After all. what's at stake is a SCi
ence that all agree has huge benefits to offer. 
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.:eOPPablebioteChn01Clgy to be polemic WTO topic &J,,'W,O 
By Robert S. Elliott, ~ 

'SALVA:.ooR, Brasil, ()ct 28 (Reueers) ,- Bio,eechnology growth is an "irreversible" and 
"coneroversial" trend t:hanks eo its cost-saving allure and promises to be a hoe topic ae 
the upcoming'World TradeOrganizaeion ealks in November, officials said Thursday. 

'~ Ie has been a cont:roversial issue in the ,European Uni'on and we expece ie eo be an 
item for ,discussion at the WTO," Richard ROniinger, deputy secretary for the Unieed Seates 
Departmene of Agr iculeure, eold reporeers. ' , ",',' 

"Consumers around the world are concerned aboue ehe issue and we have not don~ a good 
enough job (providing)abeteerunderstanding of ehe technology," said Rominger, one of' 
the partic'ipants in it Ineeeing here of agriculture officials' and ministers from 34 ' 
couneries across ehe ~nericas. 

Farmers, have been drawn eo genetically modified (GM) grains ,because of the' 
"Unprecedented opportUl:lities to improve 'crops, reduce pesticide and waeer use, proeectthe 
environmene, and enhancie food securieyworldwide," he said. , 

But factions, particularly in Europe, have railed againse ehe dangers of proliferating' 
.. frankenseein foods." ' 

"(13iotechnology) 'is generaeing some of our most complex and coneenti'ous erade 
challenges," said Rominger. 

"We wi,ll see a growing anxieey over genetically altered foods and' increasing trade 
tensions,'" said Anne MAcKenzie, deputy dirli!ctor of the Canadian Agency of Food Research. 

, "Consumers wiil step-up calls for food iabelingon bio-engineered foods," she added. 
Besides the United States, a hotspot for genetically modified crop use has been 

.Brazil and Argentina., 'The three countries are the largest producers in the world of 

. soybeans, a top GM crop. ' 
In Argentina gene-soy dominaees70 percent of the 1999/2000 crop and will hOg a ~igher 

"'rcentage in the fut\J,re due to "exponential" growth, said Jorge Castro,serategic 
lnning, secretary fot the ~entine government.' 

"It's an irreversible trend," said Castro. 
GM soy is illegal' in Brazil, but that n,asn I t stopped farmers in the south from 

smuggling up to 2.5 million acres (one million hectares) worth ot. the seed from the United 
States 'and ~gentina, ill.ccording to seedasaociations. 

"It',s not easy to brake a globaleechnological erend ~ it hasn't ,occurred throughout 
hiseory, much less no''', "said Castro.' At' some point GM soy will have to be legalized in 
Brazil, he opined, ' , 

'''If you look at ,what's happening with t:he grain production in Brazil you will see that 
ehe trend. is increasii~gly more accentuateq' towar,dsthe authorization of transgenics," said 
Casero. 

There will be two'kindsot.,t.armers in the futu:re, he forecast: those who profie using 
'GM crops 'and ehose whi::> don't . 

.. In ehe medium ani~ long term grains not using transgenic seeds will have a' 
differentiatedproduci:.ion. Theyl~e going to be something on the order of specialey brands, 
probably at a higher price," Castro said. 

Rominger saw unlimited bioeechnology break-throughs on the horizon. 
, "The next generation biotech products' promise to' offer additional advaneages ,such as 

consumer foods and livestock feeds with imProved nutritional value, and maeerial,made,of 
seurdier wrinkle-res'istant, and/or fire-retardant fibers," he said. , 

"At ~ome point d~wn the road, , biotech:'products could replace nonrenewable resources, 
such as fossil fuels, with renewab,le ones. II Rominger surmised. 

((Rio de Janeiro Net,j1sroom, 55 -21 507 4151)) 
REUTERS, 

oer 23:31 10-28-9~ 

: SUBJECT: BRAZ ARGN C!RNS, saYS EHFS DOAG, TRAD USA 
, copyright (c) ,1999 Rttuters , 
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[BJ 	 us ag director says t~ansgenlc products to be hot tOP1C at WTO 
By LIsa Wheeler. Bridge News .' . 
Salvador. Bahia--Oct 28--Biotechnology will be a very controversIal Issue In 

the World Trade Qrgai11utlon conference in Seattle ne~t month ... but if better 

sCIentIfic lnformatH)nre~ches EU consumers. there may be less concern for 

genetIcally modi.fledprodutts.Oeputy AgricultureSecretart Richard RomInger

sa1d. .. 	 .. .. 

Romlnger waspart1cipating in the Inter-Amerlcan Agriculture Cooperatlbn 
. InstItute conference her~ ln northeastern Brazl10n the goals of the 34 A~erlcan 
countrles at the world Trade Organization conference in Seattle next month. 

The US has one of the largest crop product'~ns of transg~nic products. The 

government said Eurdpean concern over the environmental and health effects of 

transgenic products are mute. considering all of the scientific eviden~e 

provlded by the US.' 	 . 

-Consumers are definitely interested in the issue of transgenic products, 

and we all· haven't done our part ·to give those consume~s the information they 

need to make an infdrmed deciSion,- he said. . . 


Currently, Brazil is the largest ~oybean-producinl state. which doesn't 

.already plant genetically modHied soybeans or corn. An ArgentIne. agriculture

offiCIal Wednesday ~aid th~ Argentine soybean production is nea~ly 70S . 

genetlcally modified, a number some analysts would call lower than the actual 

figure. ,. . 

US farmers are :iust beginning to obtain premiums for non-transgenic 
.. oybeans; but premiums around the world are still few and far between. 

Jorge Castro... the Strategic Planning secretary for the Argentine government. 
said ~rgentlna has no problem if Brazil does not begin plariting transgenic
products: . . .. 

-If there is a premium offered for those prod~cts. then Biaz,l has ~on ~ 
market,- he safd. -.In the meantime, we are cutting our production·costs 
conslderably~ith by planting transgenic crops,- End . 

For more Bridge News stories on Brazil or other IICA topics. please double 
click on thefollow~ng li~ks '. . 

·Medi a: IINewsSearch: : ISource-lIIar IStri ng-Brut I/go/Search
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- ::::;.;::':':1e ,be!!: t-.or.:'11one proposal ,soon - Glavany 

,--- iiA..3:-:::;IG:'ON, ~ov 8 ,( ~eut.ers) ~ The European Un.:.on wil1., 

:::: Ie :'':s :d~a for resolving a decade-old d.:.spuce with the United Staces over 


,:le-::eated beef in "~ few days,~ french Agriculuture Minister Jean Glavany said M=~day. 


Speal<:":"l:i with report.ers after a meeting wich U,S.' Agriculture Secretary Dan Gllekman, 

:;_:va:"lY al.so said both countries agreed' ahead of upcoming world trade negotiatl.ons that 

:-.a::.::::r:s :-.a'Je ,a "s'overeign" dght to' subsidize farmers. , 


::ar~ie:: :his year, t:heWorld Trade Organization gave the Unit.ed States permi$sion :0 
:::-,p::::se $::6.3 m.:..ll.ion in retaliatory duties on EU products because of the EU"s cor.ci:1ued 
=e:~sal :0 lif:-a ten-year-old b~n on,beef from catcle raised with artificial g:owch hc~~6r:es. 

, !c :ecenc,weeks, however, U.S; cattlemen have indicated inceresc ~n replacing the 

::e:aliacion with a ,temporary compensation package from the EU, possibly in the form of 

::::::eased markec access for U.S. beef from cattle 'raised withouc growth hormones. ' 


Glavany said he was' not at liberty to discuss decails of che upcoming beef proposa':', ,',,;:::' ::-. 
::~ ::;:::c:.als have promised to make before the WTO, miniscerial meecing .:.n Seattle. Su: as a:-. ::''; 
:7:e!':''::e'= I :=a~ce woi..;.:d suppc.:":. what.eve:: is proposed, he said,' speaking th~dugh a :.:ar.s:"'a-:::. 

On another subJect, re~ent U.S. appro~al of a 58.7 billion aid p~ckage for farmers ~c~:j 
"::::::t :-:ecessarily" hur': che U.S. negociacing pOSition going into the wro calks, Glavar:ysa.:.:i. 
;he :ssue for 'those negociations is noc, whether countries have a pght tosubsidi:e -::-.e.:.: 

farmers, but: which types of subsidies are legitimate, he said. 
IIDoug Palmer, Washington newsroom + 1 202 898 8341 fax + 1 202 898 9383, 

,',-y'::, ::::-.':~;:':;-:"'•• =:::':'..~:;d.:i~ne.:'gy.. !,\~'!"lsr·oom@!'eut:ets. ·:cml 
R::U7ERS Rcr 12: 54 11-08-99 Copyright (cl !.999 R'eucers 

?ece~ved by :-IewsEDGE/LAN: 11/08/1999 1:00 PM 
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At USPA Unit, Seeds of Marl 

,~v'--t- d/ 27/e;;'i !:~ '. ."'.' 

";~:,)r:~ .... \U
rl 

': ,;:." 1-:, ../ l . 
·.;r,un~ to ie>5end. a Canadian 


,'r :dund the' mutant (.aullllow. 

. :\h .{alden. There was no ml:l 

;:0( IL [t was vrange-not Just a 

,rkolor. not JUSt a peach blush. 

. t '...-;u orange. like a Canbbean 


'<'L. 
· :-::e' plant br~er who gave me 

<t"d. <"aJd the fanne r gl"abbed it 
,[ the rield .lJld gave it to an ex, 

'i0n agent {or its Canadian 
.....J..ientl. who gave it to a scien
. :..aId molecu.Lu biologlSt Da
;a.rvtn. Tlut was 30 yean ago. 
.1011l. ,.... ho INOrlu for the Agri· 
,raJ Research Service. 1.3 look· 
:Ilf the genetic lngger th..at eo

"\ the mu [.Ult to produce SOC! 
-"'\ J.3 much ot the nutrient beta
le'ne J.3 re-guW c.aulillo~. "It 
',43te9 the ~.' he said. . 

'.'..J.j year, wllh a budget of S8J4 
0n. the Agrirulrure Depart•. 
.:', ~ arm i.s maintain.ing 

. 1iffeT'!tlt lab'! around the 
,eluding Garvi.!i·!L U you 

~ v'" It and seU it" then some
::e ,\.R.S i.s Working on it.' 
,KS i.s not sm.ill-time. Tb~ are 
""enwts who invented froun 
~"5e JUice, permanent'press cot- . 
J.Jld potato Ilak.e!. and who fint 
~prOduced penicillin; . 
lut th~ days, the researc.b 

'nu I.tI Longer. Bioengineering Ilaa 

'I!'1l new sigrufica.nceto onetime 

.,ooities 9uCh 3!1 Garvin', cal!

v~. The quest tor "value-add

· 19T1rulturaJ product! Ilaa led to 

'" U5e'S for yesterday', throw· 

1 ~"1. And antipoUution laws ha~ 


. "j~ e-ovironmenta..l.i.sm a businesa 

'e->.Sity. . 
\: the .\.R.S', Plant. Soil and N ... 
:0n La ooratory in Ithaca.. N.Y.• 
'-''ill IS iea.rching for the ~ 
,....'t'T mutation gene becaUge bre
ltotl'tle i.s an imporunt ~ 
•~ t.a.m.in A and. tw propertieS 

I t rruy reduce the ri..U of some 
..., of ti.ean: tfuease a.nd cancer. 
<ling a "gate~ gene in cau

·J""t'T, Garvin ho~ will en.a..ble 
:1 to muta~ otber crops that peo. 
, '. -11 ellt cOOre readily: 

.\ppa.lachi.an. Pruit Re
.talion tn Kearneywillt. 

, ... \RS horticu.ltu.ri.M'RichMd 
l ~ .uready IJ.3C'd 1 iOil b.actm

. : .(eDe to iUO'* lbout Ux dOU1l 

bitty fruit . 
AlthoUgh biot«hnoiogy mzy be 
r~'s leadinC edge. ARS. ba 
many projects baaed 00 rethiIWnC 
old knowtedgte. finc:Iinc IL')e! for ~ 
formerly lI.!Ie!es&. orju,st exploitin( 
simplie COWltry bunches. 

ARS soil ~tist Henry P. 
. Maryland.. for inst.al:lce. kn~ that 

pLa.ota aCCJ.UIlu1a~ ~wches and 
. 3UgJJ'I dUring 3U.llDY days.' so that 
Jora.ge i.i much richer in nutrienta 
a.t d..·L ...;.- at ..1

UDAUJoIW ......u., 

But '1 W'Oa<kred if a.o..ima.LIIcou1d 
ten the diffemice: said M.arytaod. 
a ~ at AR$', Northwest le· 
ri.gl.uoo a.nd Soils Re-se:Uch l...lb
oratory in Kimberty, Idaho. 

So be cut graM a.nd aJ.tUfI in. the 
morni.O:g and in the uw-noon. and 

', dried and 9h.ipped the ~1'C3 to. 
..\.R.S ~en in North Carolina. 
to gi~ to c.att.le_ '!li~ i.Od goal.!.. 
E very din~r rn.adt <l ~line for -t.Ile 
;ua nay.' 

\,)W '1e' .:..aJd. '·.\Ie·d ili ~o rind 

·)ut ""hJ! thev:e l"Ulng)n.' )ut
:h.at ~ C.nra. By' h..arvesung at ,hJ.5k•. 

. :armen ..:.w unpro\le nutne'm wrr 

dwarf BOscpear trees. Which are 18 
inonr..tu old and about one-fou.rth 
the 1ize ot nor1n.aJ treeS.. 

He hopes the tree'S will, be a 
. :;quat elgbt teet, tall witb fewer 

branche-s. but with non:n.aHiz.ed 
!nul Plant then1 six feet apart in
ltead of the usual 12, and the grow-
I~ r will enJOY breakthrough yield.!.. 

It will tili a couple of yean "to 
deten:rune whetber the degree at 
dw-arti!un will be erooomicaliy u..!Ie

fuL·!.aid Bel who WOrtiesthat his 
tr~ are too small. [t', no good if 

'. '. '. tI 
. .ld·.eas' 

(hher low-end product5 ... :Ih 
newfound uses ate'nutsheUs, ",hldl 
\RS research .:.hell'U5t Wavne "tar ' . 
ihal.\ 13 ;(udying J.3 J ,,)uf\:e' .)! 

. .p-anu.LU activated (.Mbons·. i.O 

cle'!JlSoe factory effluent v! .)rll;allKS 

,)r heavy met.al.s. 
CDconu t ,hells and coal He cn

dustry'~ usu.al carbon tilter,. jut 
r..h~ are expensive. H :eut :.:Ia· 
UYe to nutshells. wttich nut proces.
;on 'just want off the propt'rty: 
'vianhalJ !.aid. . 

.~t\.RS'9 Soutbern Reg'lOnal Re-
-;earch Center in :-lew Orleans, 
'vianh.a1l he-alS 9hteddfdm.lLShellA 
iIIld pits them Witb aad '10 they 
look lilce tiny 3!ltet'oi<h_ Aone--~3.ID 
Piece of 9heU can h.ave up to '.100 
:lqu.ate meten of ,urf;ace area.. 

Hard 9hel.l.s.. such u wal.nUl5.. 0..
zelnul5.. ptStachi08and ~peaally. 
irulcadaml3s a.re great for leachmg 
benzene. acetone and other orgiur 
1(3. ~ :laid. althougb he 
d~'t know why. Soft shells
almo n<h a.nd pecaiu.-ate prf
tf'l'Tt'd for meul:l 9uch as lead. C4d. 
mium and mercury_ 

For the Lat.estin waste m.utag~ 
ment. though. r~ leader P; . 
tricia D. Millner at the Soil ~cn)

the itty-bitty tree produces ittT-. prompted ARS sc:ienwts at the.-\po • bial Sy!tem5 Laboratory al.UtS 

. 

:em by I j percent to 30 percent . 
...'tuch -is worth $1 rrullion per cut· 
aJlg oi a..Lf.a.J1a tIl CiliJomia.· \1.uy. 
land s.aJd. 

.-\nother e3!ly moneym.a.k.er .Ii>' 
pean to be Centnl ,1.meriean corn. 
wtuch is beconung the forage of 
last resort in the :~..mmcan Sou til
e3!lt when unSe3!lOlUbie cold 
'.veather delaY' the Wring planttIllJ 
,)( domestic com. . . 

In the put. dairy f.aimen jut>
'ltituted 'IOrgilum. but 'cows don't 
I.i..ke '10 rgilum.' and <fucontented 
cows e-at lesa and give leM cru1k. 
:>aid plant phy!j<llogi.st Joseph 
Burn.s of the .\.RS plant research 
urut tIl Raleig1l. ~.c. 

But they lilce Untral A.tnmcan 
corn. "You can plant it later. grow It 
througti a dry !{leU in JWle or July. 
and cut it tor 3~ in early Octo
beT: Burns'iitid. . 

Ikttft' ~till Central ~can 
corn grows Wter in t.Ile United 
States beaU8e 3U.IIl.Illet' daY' are 

longer :it h.igbcr Latitudes. Its yield 
per acre I.tI 15 percent lower tb.an 
that ofU.s: corn. Bum.s s.aJd; other· 
wise fartnt'n might target· about 
O.s. corn aJtogetb~. 

Plant peculiarities are il30 what 

pa.Lachi.an Fanrung Sy!tems R.e- headqu..art.en in Beltsville tw hi&h 
~ Center III Bea:-er. w:Va.. to . hopes tor pastewi.ud nWlurt'. ' 
tocus on d:Ie.lowiy chicory, a ~me-Millner- is experimenting WIth .a. 
tIm.! salad ~ and a bitter add.i
~ that rna.kes IoV1:U coffee 5eem 

~. 
It turns out that chicory. with a. 

deep taproot and a highly devd
oped IibrowI root ~l~ ill
lIogen and phoepborua. •JIUt., 
3lurpe it up,' i3ld animal rescarc", 
-""'-risl Kenneth E. Turner. . • 1 
"'-''-u ~nus i.s not ~ a g I 

elosed~ sysUm. pioneered lot 
~ treatment by a Toledo-
based firm. N·VIJ'O internationaL Il 
~ an auger-to mix manure with II 
high-albline w-aste product such J.& 

~JQln dust, coal ash or ..::e~enl 
dWll. 

The r~ting reaction generalel 
~ hett to kill. E. coli. Cryp
1~-ridium n.2r,,"m o;aJmonella~ ...... 

thJ.ng. since nitrogen a.nd p '. and other pathogens .lJld brew 
ru.s are ag:rirul~', rwo m08l un-
pol'Wlt pLa.ot nutrienl5.. but in a fa'i 

. 
ti1iud fo.-.~~ chico;'~J.&~ 
policeman.. 1 uc graM . . ,.' 

,lIogen it need&. th:cbicory'~::, 
taproots rucil. up tl~ . ....... ~ •...A...
It rune off ucont.am.l.[l,a..cu ~~ 

W"ilte-r... 

(~ ldendsa ............ me ,...oc Il'iftIu!Me .... 1tM ...tMl ....
....,.., •. t--. tid! ...~ • 
..'triMt.. n., 111M ... ~ die ....," ~ ..,.....~ t. ..... UC4U .........--left.. i "'Ish .. : • 
,~fr.. ....·lIIoft ~ ..1.... '"....., I.""' bItIIt~ .... 1NiC 1M AI:5 ~ it 1"'" . 

the mix down into am.d:lOni..a g:a 
.md:i dry, gnyi!b. odorl~. 1&.r . 
l.i.ne ~t.ance that ,erve-s 3.3 '1 

/iood ,urtlng point" in bwldi.o( 
-;oil in an lCidic environment. ~ .. 
ner ':!o3Jd. "You're usUlg rwo hy· 

·produ.... to _.i... on" .. ufu1·prod.
....... """""" .. """' 

uet.· 

. 

http:pastewi.ud
http:pa.Lachi.an
http:phy!j<llogi.st
http:moneym.a.k.er
http:one--~3.ID
http:non:n.aHiz.ed
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http:c.att.le
http:ppa.lachi.an
http:t.a.m.in
http:molecu.Lu
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By '~t,~',,~n5f)fl 'Swanson 
",I, .\ ", ":-.... 

j ·r!~('~:nHHl :",\;{i T'.. u_'·~d;l~.t .~_har ket!p~ 
~;ls :1n;! (~~H erlt~r-

". 

;lnd fJuhli{;~ h~:(ur,h..~ 
t\lckin~~}rTa fijtLf daY:':~O$S·i:~)Un· 

:r:t" ~()ur !t1 h l~hfi~ht tht~ !hrecHS 
i 	 posed by ni)n·nativt~ in::l~cts\ piants 

J,nd 'dtseJse,ealtsmg microbes•. 
I.;iickman ,a ld a doubling oiforeign . 

,;.relde tn ll1e [8;;[ to "ears has made 
ehe Job of insiJ"ctlm; mcoming ship
ments (if plants and animals in
CreaSl!tg(v dlfftcuit, and also in
creasingly unportant. 

'This is a monumemal problem," 
Glickman .;;a lit noting that the park. 
where the D ..',:t!es were discovered 
is only [nur blocks from Central 
Park, "We are concerned that the 
beeties dO not tlnd their way into 
New 'iork', ~rf'<::n treasure:" 

The cree-~:iUin.g insects. wruch aI· 
30 have tnf,'sted;everalChicago. 
.lrea residential, neighborhoods. 

. ,Ire one highly publicized example 
ora l;o!1tinmng wave of new sp€Cies 
that have ll1vaded the U.S.. often en· 
tefing [rl cargo shipments or, in the 
case of aquatic species. the.ba.llast 
tanks or cargo ships. 

Scit!ntists believe that is how ze
bra mussels were introduC1'!<1 to the . 
Great Lakes lnthe late 19OOsi'Like 
longhorned beetles and most non
native species. the mussels lack 
natural predators. leading to a pop
ulation explosion that resulted in 
dangerously clogged watel"intakes 
at factories. power plants and mu
nictpal water systems_ . 

To contain the b<:>.etle infestation. 
nearly .),600 trees ill Chicago and 
New York have been cut doWn and 
chipped. The beetles kilL a tree 

, 'when they b!!IroW deep into its 
" trunk, ' 

Tt-,<: .:n",,:,>, '.'.}lIch ilkely ctfrlVed 
trom Ulll;a dBide wood used t() 

ho[;:i :::l,n.:r),s>'<rt:i di;;covered in i99fl 
lfl ll. in l:J98. 'they WeN! 
f:)Uf:d :! 3~lb'...lrbHn .~uln· . 

Cuu.nty near'\\.i· 

.: ~~: -.L:d t•• r'.;t;d~~}·ar~~ 
t!;o' of" ::H: )..'I~;~S 'kno\vn tu 
::otor: !!~.: ,:; ; hr.} PJ:~t'3, hut GlicknlfH1 

:"qi!:.l::,:li:g ~ht' ,b~:~~t~es i5 ,.:rul-

Agriculture 
· Secretarf Dan 
Glickman 

~r.UUStr:.~ 

Accond d~t\.' i:l 


, .. 
;-, l~"':',I,')";':Hl 

..; t~~!·y 
l',.l:·i.dY;l ~'aiont:::', ~ f). 


,·~"ph Crr)wl.-,v.l D, 

>; in p!3..fln rl~ .;1 


>,,\n,,'rli:;:ul Hnd€'n tn:~ at r~:up· 
p,'c: i'l,"", 1 omall pbyg-r'Hwd 
\i;ht,[·,., 2; :naptes T,.l.·er~ ~;i.H .1n?.'H last 
-)~!!nrner :,u'ter the bef~t!e lnft7St:itinn 
,'; n:..; ! i t~, :"".:' '.'>-?"C,,:"l.!. 

[H',tri ;":mentel. 'J CrjrneU (Jc:!' 
t, [I l[O;":!St. .:sttmates ,he\{ 

·~F.i~1··:L:ttl\,·~ ':';pt?ClE'S l~'()~t [hf!> ~u.rne.r~· 
·:a_I: ;..::('o:~~:)tn,Y ,~t~17 billion ann,~!aU:~: 
indud Lng ,,~I/enues lost to damaged 

(TOPS and the 
cost of', pesti
cides and othet' 
controls, 

Currently;. 
fannei3· ,pend 
$5 blllion.a 't"ear 
to contri>l non
native weeds. 
accordillg to 

,the USDA_ 
Such 'Needs, 
which cover 
some 100 mLl~ 

lion acres now, 
are spreading 
at the rate of3 

mlliion acres a year. 
[n a'ddition. iIitroductlons ofnew 

bacteria or viruses can pose1public
health risks, Glickman said.. wi 
3ummer, seven people died mNew 
York and at least 62 became 5'ick 
when they were exposed to West 
:-Hle virus, which I.s spread by mos
qui toes and causes encephaUtiSI 

The vi.rwJ. an African orianism 
that had never been seen in tl1is 

, country;. is believed to have tJeen 
.;arried in the blood of btrd!i. but it 

· is gtill a mystery hoW' thebiccl.s,be
came infected. 

In the wake of reports that the vi
rus has been found In moSquito lar· 
'lHe, local officials are planning aer·. 
.1al pesticide spraying tater this 
',f>ar, Glickman :>aid the USDA ig ai, 
i,)caung $:J75.000,to step up,~U· 
UtilI:," :~nd diagnostic testing in the 
';'-".': Y;"i'k area, 

.\.- 'sorid trade and travel lW 
"., ,:,,; i-lrl1hlcmscaused by non· 

',H!"'!'IH!cies in the U, S, ye .,':c' 
· '~;' •. ,!:d~et worse. Glickman ~ah1. 

f 'i .,;iobEd economy. we' rnu~t 
::!fnl '.:iobal ',liar ,a!Sai..nst In\,8,,[',,: 
~,'!;'b ,tnd diseases." GlickrriaJi ')S!ft, 

')ur ':l.wrent system hag not :"i!lH 
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Canker makes South Florida 

disalter area 


• badtfFarmers. (Jlh!,rs to gel relief 
• Thousand.~ ufacrd destroyed 

South MI.smi-Oade 

Wednesd'iY. March 22. 2000 . 00:36 PM ET 


(WFOR) US Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman 

steppE~d in to he.lp struggling South Florida Citrus 

growers, designating Miami-Dade and other South 

Floridi3 counties as disaster areas because of citrus 

¢anker infestation. 


. Glickman made the designation as he toured South 
Miami-Dade grives blighted QY the bacterial infection, 
harmless to humans but deadly to citrus plants~ The 
wind-borne bacteria has spread through the region, 
forcin,;) the destruction of .tens of thousands of backyard 
Citrus trees, arid most recently I thousands of acres of 
South M.iami-Dade Lime groves. 

The disaster declaration means growers will now qualify . 
fir aid in replacing theirtrees with. another crop. In most 
cases, insurance won't cover the costs. 

Glickman watches as one grove was burned to ashes, 

3/23/00http://wfoLcbsnow.com/now/storylO.1597:L 75 127-352,00.shtmL 
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the only known way to stop the spread of Canker, which 
is so far incurable. 

A bac.k to top 
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U.S. declares South Florida citrus-canker 

ll.." NI/\U\ [.JOODHOO, ,;~soCi,l["d PreSS 
22 ~GOO 

HOMESTEAD ., VIsiting, bulldozed groves inan area that 
nation's limecroo, U S 

SecretJry of Agriculture Dan Glickman warned 
VVednesday of the danger Fion,ja's mli![I~liiion dollar citrus 

faces from an 1f1:oor'ted !r:curJb1e piant disease 

~\~ 
Pick a city and shop: ' , , , 
::J"l!Ij"l[l! I W 
F,y! Lauderdale 
,UI:,Cierd aIe ·by,the·Sea 

-,.,. .. 


Picture~ 
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Pho toq rapf1(' r 

, . :1 

, ,'II 
Home News 'SPO~ 

Citr'lIs (:ankl'r: Is vour 
tree IIn:t'! 

, , 
I{ebtcd '[tlries: 

.. ~ .. 
'~"':.~',~~~~~ 

~.Jr~,'[ , 

9 Feeling the squeeze 

• SUIIlc' 1,IC [S abo u [ 
cilruSc:Lllker: ' 
.. \Vhat is if! 
Ccl!1kel' is caused by 
a bdclL'lia that is 
1'1 i !.!.Ill v' conta (1 iOLlS 
~, :::> 

and at'fects only 
certain types of 
c i[rus trees, mostly 
grapefruit and key 
lime, ' 

' ..' The symrtoms: 
Hnl\\il, raised ' 
(\..':->i()llS surrounded 
h} ;11: (lily. 
\', lL.'!'\ \\l~tk\.·d 
I' ':"i"l"d 'l \';,11(1\\
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disaster area 

3 24 P. f1l Mar 

once provided nearly all 

also 
, cieclarecl four SOJth 


F::]lIda ,:ountles an 

cnricultural disaster 

:Irea, because of the 

~:,sease Citrus 

c,lilker wllich can 

0e stopped only by 

kr~ocklflg the trees 

down and burning 

them ' 


'ThiS loss is Just 
::.s de'lclstatlng as a 
'Jroug;l\" Glickman 
said at a lime grove 
~nfected with 
canker 

The state's S8 

oiliion citrus Industry 

recently fought 

canker infestations 

In the Tampa area 

and in southwest 

Florida and had 

hoped to have It 

contained Sut 

Inspectors then 

found several news 
 U S S.ecretaryof Agnculture Dan ~~J~~:: Manorsoutbreaks in 70·mile Glickman, greets Abbott, one of , : J"l!Ij"l[l! I ~GIiIjl'jljJi

'swath from • the dogs of the USDA's Beagle, O·,';t:if,2id Bt?ach 
Homestead, , Brigade which are used to sniff ~qPi;")IJSe paint'
southwest of 'Miami out 'Illegal ~rUi:S ,:Hlrj vegetables ~:2:::~_',::i!:1;) Beach 

SJUt!l FlOrida 'brought In at Miami International :!1iLTJIimill! jI'j'm
;"'1": grcwers say" "~' .;t. C('::,-::~, Almortel:s'· O1ISO VISited an 
'I "';V P \':";0 3!reaeJy ~:)r;;\~'.ir!f"~i::!,?!": >:;"':;; ,f"! Hom~steaC!
"::~' '''T,: :rl?l:l t:alf 
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need more loans," said grower Mark Phrlcox He said he 

considers himself lucky that he has lost only a third of his 


Cooner CIty crop to the disease 
DaVIeGliCkman: who Visited Philcox's grove as part of a .. How it spreads: It 	 Miramarnationwide tour emphaSIZing the dangers of exotic pests, 
~kePines~an be spread by · said the USDA IS a'iso working on providing compensation 
Weslonto growers He said there IS a possibility of gelting money 'wind-dri ven rain, 	 1:I1!lWJi!,f"Gi

from the Commodity Credit Corp, a revolving fund for Lauderdale Lakes birds and animals or 	 agricultural emergencies . Lauderhill 
from moving US Congressman Allen Boyd, D-Fla, who was with Plantation 

Glickman, IS sponsoring a bill that would provide $40 Sunriseinfected plants, ri'uit million to growers who have lost trees in the eradication Iiffll'jjV!mlffJ

and trees to another effort. Boynton Beach 


Trees infected with the canker show lesions on its Greenacres.
location and by 
leaves, fruit and stems, Burning the trees, even those Lake Worth 

contaminated lawn 	 exposed but not yet infected, is believed to be the only Iiffl!jjl.ppn! 
equipment. 	 way to prevent its spread Growers are not·allowed to Boca Raton 

Delray Beach '. replant citrus trees, which take up to five years to bear 
. , , 	 ,Reference MapVuit, for at leas~ two years 


.. What h.lppens: - . Meanwhile, 'a quarantine IS in effect for the South 

Florida area, blocking shipments of fruit.
Spots grow .into the 

Glickman emphasized Wednesday that the USDA is 

rind of the 'fruit but working on broader issues to solve the problem, Including 

do not entel~ the pulp · cracking down on enforcement and research into killing 


the canker without destroying the tree. .or calise 'the fruit to :The issue here is nonnative invaSive species, whether 

rot. [n later stages they be this canker or the Asian long-horn beetle," 


Glickman said. "It's not Just here, it's all over the country," .
other organisms can 
The South FlOrida strain of canker began spreading 

enter through the 	 after Hurricane Irene hit South Florida in October last 
spots and cause the yea~ . 

The state has already cut down and burned at least fruit to rot. Once the 500,000 trees, most ofthem In Homestead-area groves 

fruit has a large but including those taken from residential yards In the 


· Miami~Fort Lauderdale areas. .
number of spots, the 
Another 500,000 trees are expected to be cut down, 


fruit also begins It will cost Florida an estimated $175 million to 

dropping eradicate the canker. 


Commercially. the current outbreak has mostly prematiJrely. affected the I.ime Industry in the Homestead area, but 
there is fear In the citrus industry that it will spread upstate 
and destroy vast groves of orange, grapefruit and other .. Where to call:, 
citrus.305-598-6988 or State Agricultural Commissioner Bob Crawford, with 

800-850-3781 	 Glickman Wednesday, said the state is expecting to 

contribute around $65 million and hei.s working with the 

USDA to match that figure. . 


.. If you refuse to "Without the federal government, we couldn't get this 

done," he said .. ' .
let state workers in 

your back yard: On the Net. •. .' .. ' , 

The state will To obtain information on applying for loans, go to 


W\NW, fsa, usda. gov/pas/disaster/asslstance 1. htm
eventually come 

back witha police' 

officer. . 


.. If you a renot 

home:! nspectors 

will walk tlm,Hlgh on 

their own. [I' \llll 

helve a Icnce" thev 

will leave a IlUte: 


.saying they \vere 

there. [h:utl have a 

" ' 
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clog ill [he b~ICk yard 
th,;t COL! ld be . .', 

considered 
dangerous, lhey \vi II 
attcm ptto reach you
later. .' 

SOliHCE I)",;J 1·1.~,hl(:r. 
SUIl-St.:lll;"d . 

Questions or comments? I Paid archives I Messaoe boards Sun-Sentinel.com Copyright 1999. Sun-Sentinel Co. & South Florida Interactlve_ Inc 
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, Citrus canker: Is 
your tree next? 

• M~ltimedia: See 
photos and learn about 
Citrus canker 

Related stories: 
• Canker found In Boca 

• Don't share Citrus 

• North Broward IS 

new target 


• Feelin~ the squeeze 

• Some facts about 

citrus canker: 

.. What is it? 
Canker is caused by a 
bacteria that is highly 
contagious and affects, 
only certain types of 
citrus trees, mostly 
grapefruit and key 
lime. 

.. The symptoms: 
Brown, raised le'slon') 
surrounded by an oily" 
'Natery -soaked margin 
and a yellow nng or 
halo Old leSions In 

'!eaves may fall out. 
creotll~g a srlOt 'hole 
effect, 

Feds declare citrus canker 

, emerg'ency In South Florida 


Web'Dostecl .' S2 :l rn ,"":lr 2 J, 2COO 

The federal government has declared four 
South Florida counties agricultural disaster 
areas as a result of Citrus cankerdamage, 
making affected citrus growers eligible for low
interest emergency loans From the U.S. 
Agriculture Department's Farm Service Agency. 

The state of emergency, covering Broward, 
Collier, Miaml- Dade and Monroe counties 

' , was 
, 

announced Wednesday by Secr.etary of ' 
Agriculture Dan ·Glickman during a visit to the 
state's lime-growing region in south Miami
Dade, which has been ravaged by the canker, a 
highly contagious plant disease'. ' 

Glickman and Florida Secretary or Agriculture 
and Consumer Affairs Bob Crawford met with 
lime growers and inspected an infected grove 
in Homestead. 

The declaration is the latest in a series of 
efforts by the federal and state governments to 
control the rapid spread of citrus canker before 
it reaches the state's principal orange and 
grapefruit groves, and to begin providing 
financial relief to farmers whose crops have 
been destroyed as part of the citrus canker 
eradication program. 

[n recent months, the canker has caused 
damage officially estimated at $5 million in lost 
lime trees and crops In Miami-Dade alone. But 
,growers think overall losses, Including 
Investments in groves, maintenance and lost 
sales of frUit, are higher, Nearly half of Miaml
Dade's 3,000 acres of lime trees have either 
been cut down and t::>urne~J. or are marked for 
destruction, because of Citrus canker, which 

, weakens citrus trees, reduces frUit output and 
bl enll';h es fru It, 

"CitruS cank'er IS clornaglng our' groves and 
severely Impacting f'lorlqa growers,' Glickman 

~ 

;n-~~ 
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Feds declare citrus canker emergen~y to South Florida· Page 2 of J 

,'" 

.. How it spreads: [t 
can be spread by wind.· 
driven rain, birds and 
animals or from 
moving infected plants, 
fruit and trees to 
another location and by 
contaminated lawn . 
equipment. 

.. What happens: . 
Spots grow into the 
rind of the fruit but do 
not enter the pulp or· 
cause the fruit to rot. 
In later stages other 

- organisms can enter 
through the spots and 
cause the fruit to rot. 
Once the fruit has a 
large number of spots, 
the fruit also begins 
dropping prematurely. 

. .. Where to call: 305-· 
598·6988 or 800-850
3781 

.. If you refuse to let: 
state workers in youlr 
back yard: The state 
will eventually come 
back with a police 
officer. 

. .. If you are not' 
home: Inspectors will 
walk through on their 
own. If you have a 
fence, they will leave 21 
note saying they were 
there. If you have a 
dog in the back yard 
that could be 
considered dangerous, 
they will attempt to 
reach you later. 

SOURCE: David Fleshier, Sun
Sentinel 

SUu,Scl1linci ('OI 
lh 

WORLIl WIDE wr:s SEARCIH 

.said. "Emergency loans can help growers get 
back on their feet after experiencing losses due 
to the spread of this disease." . 

But some lime growers think that low
interest loans are not enough, and are seeking 
direct compensation from federal and state 
governments. 
. Bill Patterson, who lost his entire ·investment . 
when offiCials ordered the destruction of his 40 
acres of lime trees in Miami-Dade, said he now 
owes the federa,l government around $360,000. 

. With the promise of emergency loans, he 
expects to restructure his debt and obtain. 
some fresh loan money to start a nursery 

. Qusiness: 
{ The Depart;ine~t of Agriculture' i~ also 
'considering a$40 million compensation 

program that would provide direct payments _. 
not loans -- to citrus farmers who have 
suffered damage because of canker. The 
program must be submitted to Congress for 
approval. 

Joseph Mann can be reached at jmann@sun
sentinel.com·or at 954-356-4665. 
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Bift ress.· 

I ()f \ 	 3/23/()() 9: 12 AM 

iNEWS 

Published Thursday, March 23, 2000, in the Miami Herald 

'This is the farmer's worst nightmare' , . 

So Florida declared disaster zone for canker 
'.':" ..BY MARTIN MERZER' .··c . " 

mmerzer@herald,com 

Ashes from burning citrus trees raining on his I ' 

head, U.S. Agriculture Secretary Dan I S,EE ALSO I ' 


· Glickman declared South Florida a disaster 
area Wednesday and promised enhanced 
efforts to block the relentless advance of 
canker disease through Mi~lmi~Dade, Broward 
and now Palm. Beach counties. 

The declaration qualifies growers in 

Miami-Dade, Broward, Collier and Monroe. 

counties for emergency low-interest loans. 

Canker i.s destroying much of Miami-Dade's 

$20 million lime industry and has be~n found 

in Oakland Park, Sunrise, Margate, Coral 

Springs and other Broward cities. ' 


FIGHT IESCAlATES::. u.s~ .'Despite all efforts at eradication, the tenacious' 
Agrlculture5ec(et:aiy oan- :bacteria recently breached a "fire wall"atthe 
GIJckman,abOVe,.,getShlS feet;" . •..Braward-Palm Beach county line. Newly found 
sprayed, with. dJslnfectant as he·. '., :.in Boca Raton, it is creepinq steadily toward 	 '.touts canker-Infested fields Itt-· ,,) ,

the heart of the state's $8.5 billion citrus' soutn HiamJ..oadei.. In ttJe._ .~.
industry in Central Florida. same area;. below,. ashand:. 

smoke billow from it burning . 
. 'This is just as devastating as drought and 

other disasters," said Glicklnan, joined on a 

tour of south Miami-Dade by state Agriculture 

Commissioner Bob Crawfoi'd and an 

entourage of aides. "This is the farmer's worst 


· nightmare, what you are seeing here." 

.	As he spoke, bulldozers 30 yards away 

gathered infected or exposl:ld lime trees. 

Crackling flames and black smoke rose from a 

bonfire of toppled trees. White ashes floated 

from the sky. 


Later, Glickman's black leather shoes and 

cuffed suit pants were sprayed with Galex 

1027, a powerful disinfectant. Even a member • Lawmaker calls for better 

of the president's Cabinet can sow the disease reparations for homeowners 

if proper precautions are nejt tak,en. ' Ii State citrus en route to 


Ct:l1na . 
Though harmless to humans, canker severely • Map of canker oubreak 

blemishes frUit and ultlmate,ly damagestrees. areas (34KB graphic) '. 

EaSily spread by humans and farm equipment, L.:....--'-_,---,...---,---,-_::-:-':'_,------' 


its wide dispersal almost ce:rtainly was caused by the wind and rain of Hurricane 

Irene last October There is no cure . 


. ' 	 . 

· Under a recently fortified $1 75 million eradication program, nearly 1,000 

pile 011 ~t:reeS, 10 /I grove at',·· 
Southwest"3t2th.Stniet:and~ . 
207t!!·1'~~~';:.:.::~;~'>:.:.· .•... 
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inspectors and tree cutters are rolling through South Florida, removing infected ' 
citrus trees and any citrus tree within 1.900 feet of an Infected tree, 

'More than 500.000 commercial and residential trees in Broward and 
Miami·Dade already have been cut down, All three million citrus trees in those 
counties could be doomed. If more outbreaks are discovered in Palm Beach 

, County, it could be added to the disaster declaration. 

In addition. a quarantine on the movement of residential citrus covers nearly all 
of Broward and Miami-Dade. ' 

Though somewhat heartenHd by Glickman's visit, growers called the availability 
of low-interest loans insuffi(:ient. ' 

They told Glickman and Crtlwford ,that they deserve federal grants because lax , 
, enforcement by U.S. inspectors allowed the disease to enter the area, probably 

through imports arriving at Miarnj..lnternational!'irport. ' 
,~ , 

"We already have enough 10aRs," said lime grower Alcedes Acosta. "They're 
taking out our groves. To stay in farming, we must, have federal compensation." 

A $40 million grant package is being considered by Congress. 

Grants and low-cost loans might help lime growers plant other crops, but the 
overall outlook for agriculture in South Florida will remain grim, 

CITRUS HIT HARD 

Citrus is all but finished in the region. and vegetable farmers and fruit growers 
are disappearing at an alarming rate. Vegetable sales in Miami-Dade have 
shriveled by nearly one-third since 1989. ' 

Wednesday was a particulclrly bad day for Mark Philcox, owner of the 25-acre 
grove that was being destroyed as the group watched. Uke other lime growers, 
he replanted after Hurricane Andrew leVelled everything in 1992, and his trees 
were just starting to produce marketable fruit. ' 

Now. the U.S. secretary of agriculture was standing in Philcox's grove, d~laring 
a disaster. ' 

'''A dayHke this is'not what we had in mind," Philcox said. "The federal 
government has to be mon~ involved in this. I want this canker stopped." 

, Also dissatisfied were 1 a ri~presentatives of Miami-Dade's $266 million nursery 
industry with a grievance over federal assistance granted to some growers -- but 
not them -. in the wake of Irene.' ' 

Gathering near Philcox's grove, they carried signs: ','Sec. Glickman. Please Just 
Give Us Five Minutes" andl "Agriculture Means Nurseries Too:~, 

Glickman waved at them as his car entered the area, but the 'motorcade left by a 
different route, apparently to avoid further contact. ' 

"Once again; he discriminated against us," Sharon Blue said. 

COLLECTIVE BURDEN 

Aides said Glickman needed to move along on what they called his "Alien 
Invaders" tour, a trip to Florida, New York and California to highlight the nation's 

'intensifying problem withiinported pests and diseases. . 

"We want this to be a team. a turf-less team, that deals with this issue." 
. Glickman ,said. "Irs a killer of a problem:' . 

, Standing at his side. Craw10rd eScalated the war against canker by saying that 
the state soon would require anyone working in any Florida citrus grove to 
disinfect equipment beforE! leaving that grove. 
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"If we work together, we can get the job done," Crawford said. 
. . 

He also said growers might be allowed to replant citrus one'year after'· 
eradication instead of the currently mandated two years. . 

Meanwhile, Glickman said federal scientists would fortify their efforts to find a 

biological or chemical cure, ' 


. "We have to figure out a way to deal with this problem so you don't have to 

extract the tree," he said. "Right now, from the grower's perspective, we're 

pulling teeth out without Novacaine," . 


I. BiftExpres9 
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:c~us Canker,0364 

:~6inet secretarytpurs a sour harvest diseased lime trees 


HOMESTEAD, fla. (AP) Visiting a bulldozed lime g ve, ~.S. 


:~cretary of Agrlculture Dan Giickman got a ~irsthand 160k ~t the 

..:t~a·l~ effect of a nast'r httle import: the canker. 


Glickman declared four devastated south florida countles 
.ricultural disaster areas on Wednesday, allowing farmers to apply 

:'.:.t.:" emergency,' low-cost loans . 
. 'This isa monumental problem," Glickman said after watching 

:'.:H-mers. set fire' to an infected lime tree. "The. issue is 
~)n native, invasive species~ and wh~ther we .have the res6urces to 
ieal with this problem. '.' . 

Glickman, who· is tour ing the country to inspect prob.lems 
y foreign pests, was scheduled' to tour an inspection facility 

;outh of San Diego today. He plans to visit the Port of Long Beach, 
:alif., the nation's busiest cargo container port, on friday. 

South Florida's $~Omtllion lime industry. has already ·lost ~ore 
'.han half of its crop t().t;pe canker, which.entered the United 
tates from an unidentifi~~ foreign untry. 

The stat~ has w~ged a constant fight with different ~trains of 
'he canker for dec~des, This particular strain was discovered near 
~lamif.s airport in 1995, and spread quickly afterH~rricarieIrene 
.ast fall. 

The canker has thus far affected mainly lime trees, although 
. t"!::icials fear it could af t. florida's northern citrus crop.s, an 
,~l billipn indus try of mainl y oranges and grapefFui t. 

In hopes of containing the ~isease, 0 cials hav~ alieady 

~t.:"ned at least 500,000 trees in citrus groves ~nd back yards iri a 

J-mile swath from Homestead to Boca Raton, and expect to destroy 

,rnther 500, 000. 

The price tag of the eradication was estimated at $175 ~illion. 
"Our nightmare is that they that miss one tree, and after 

.other tropical storm or hurricane it starts allover again, f' 
')mestead farmer MarkPhilcox told Glickman. 

On the Net: US6A's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
: ,. tee: www. aphis. • gO\! 
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, ~ L C r usn r: e [,I u':l 6 is 
~[t2r florida, GLicfman heads to the other coast 

HOMEsn:p\[), fLa. (AP) After a firsthand look at the Jethail 

0ama~e citrus canker does to South flbrida fruit tcees, U.S. 

ecretaryofAgri~ultur~Dan Glickman no~heads to California to 

'drn how oEEicials keep p ntpests Er,:,m crossin,g c::'e Me:<lcan 

rder. 


Glickman is on a four-day tour of the country to survey the 
jestru~tion cause~ by unwanted imports: from the Asia-A ~anker in 
:'Lorida to the West Nile virus ln New York, these allen pests wC,eak 
;idVOC on U. S. vegeta t ion. 

While visiting a bulldozed lime grove W~dnesday, ~lickman 
jeclared four. uth Fl~ridaco~nties an agricultural disaster area, 
~llowing farmers there to apply for e~ergency, low-cost loans. Th~ 

~rea's $2 m lime industry has already lost mor~ than half of 
~ts crop to the canker, which entered the U.S. from an unidentified 
'oreign country. . ' 

.' 'This is a monument:aL.:'~problem, ';~I Glickman said, after watching 
":armers set fireHto an inf'ected tre . It's the only known way to 
~rad tethe, virus. ~'~he iisue i~non~ative, invasive s~ecies, 
~nd whether w~ have th~ resout¢es to deal with th1s problem." 

In flor ida, the s tate has w-aged a cons tant fight, with different 
5crains of the canker for decades. This particular strain was 
1iscovered near the airport in 1995, and spread quickly after 
i!l.:lrricane Irene last fall. 

It has thus far affected mainly lime trees, although officials 
:2ar it could affect florida's northern citrus crops, an $8, billion 
~ndust~y.of mainly oranges and grapefruit. 

In hopes of conta,ining the disease, officials have already 
!Irned at leasi 500,000 trees in citrus grov~s and backyards in a 
0~mile swath from Homestead to Boca Raton, and ~xpect to destr~y 

') ther 500, 000. 
The price tag of the, eradication is es~imated at ,5175 million. 
While all identified 'infected areas are under 

!~arantine -Glickman and all others visiting the disease-ridden 
:tave Wednesday were sprayed ~ith a di~infectant befo~e 
eaving--th~ canker isdiff{cult to contain. ' 

It has already been f6undas far,north as Tampa; although there 
:.5' a, ban on any citrlJs fruit leaving a contaminated' area. ' 

Infected or,exposed areas cannot be ieplant~d with cit~us for at 
,east two years. 

"Our nightmare is that they that miss one tree~ and after 
lnother tropical storm ot hurricane itstarta al~,over a~ain~ " 
~fomestead farmer Mark ph-ilcoK told Glickman. Philcox said he 
,~onsiders himself lucky to have only lost a ,third of his lime crop 
':0 the disease. 

While,Glickman said the most impo~tant thing is io stop the 
lisease, the USDA is also focusing on fighting nonnative species at 
its source various air and sea ports across the'nation. . 

Glic)(man also visited Miami's ,International Airport, which he 
;~id was the largest air cargofacilit~, in the country~ 

Today, he is scheduled to tour. an inspection f~cility south of 
~~n Diego on the Mexican border, and Friday h~ visit~ th~ Port of 

'ng Beach, the nation's busiest cargo container port., 

On the ,Net: USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspe~tLon Service 
-: r:e: www. aphi s. usda. gov 

T·j')b ta U: :1 t,) rma t ion ap'pl. y I :1g foe loans, q') ::'}: 
;. Esa. usda. q':J''1/oas/d Lsaster/ass i,stance 1. htm 
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::':i:er: CI:'Sdst.er hits l.Lmes, other: SC). [,'L,:,rLda,cLt::-u 

Jim Loney 
:'!OMESTEAD, Fla., March 22 (Reuters; The dieseL rDa(':;,E 

~~nt-end loaders and the smell of smoke hu~g over: the ~ormally 
'c3c,eful lime groves of south florida on Wednesday, the front 
~e of afi~ht to save floiida's 58,5 bLllion citrus industry. 

florida's citrus industry. the state's second, Largest money 
~cner behind toDrism, is in peril, officials say, Canker is 
iylng waste to acres of lime, pomeloand otrier citrus in'one 
:7 the nation's ,prime lime-growing regio'ns south of Miami. 

The canker currently threatens only the iouthern florida 
ime-growing region and agriculture off(cial~ hope io contain 
- be re it reaches the critical orange and grapefruit groves 
t centra'l florida. ' 

federal and state officials have agreed on a S175 million 
tan -- about half of which has been funded -- to halt the 
dnker, U,S. Rep. Allen Boyd, a north flo~ida Democrat, said. 

"The plan is to ,dra·,.. a/circle acpund the infected area and , 
:,::stroy those trees," Boy<i said. "Itf it spreads into the' citrus 
: :' e a nor t h '0 f he r e , it I 5 dis a s t e r for the cit r u sindu s try in 
c':,r:;rida." 

About 800 square miles (2,072 sq km) of Miami-Dade and 
,I~~wardcounties in southern florida are under quarantine, 
~eventing ,the transport of fruit, trees or plant material out 

a ted areas,to halt the spread of the disease. 
On a 10-acre (4-,hectare) tract on the edge ,of the' south 

",rida farming community of Homestead, gLowers expected to 
'!i'lP 6,000 bushels of Persians limes this' year. Instead, men 
'!d machinei ripped lime trees' from ~he ground~ roots and all, 
!5hed them into a giant pile and set them afire. 

Citrus canker, a bacterial scourge that weakens and, 
timately destroys citrus, trees and has no cure, is ravaging 

:uth flbrid~ groves and ihreatening tens of thousands of 
,'! L,:)Ved backyard fruit trees. 

"Don't make anybody 1 good. This is all you can do is 
,ish it out of the ground, kill it be~orea big rainstorm: comes 
,': and takes it somewhere else," Bart Harden, vice-president of 
: ~ H Land Clearing, said as he watched his crews shove 
~thered lime tr~es into 20-foot-high (6-metre) mounds. 

U.S. Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman, d~ring a tour of 
•;'mestead groves on Wednesday, declared disaster areas in four 
::-unt'{es, Miami-Dade, Broward, Collier and Monroe, makin,g 

_ 	 1rmers eligible for low-interest loans. 
, "It',s devastating 'to ,these ,growers. Many of them are 
:-tally wiped out, "Glickman said. "In order to eradicate 

',lnker, we have' to take some very, very severe action to get 
::1 of the trees," , 

A bacterial infection first spotted'ln floiida 90 years 
~0, citrus canker is harmless to humans but dis~igures citrus 
:~it and weakens ~ie~s, causing them to drop their crop 
:ematurely and le~ving them susceptible ~o other diseases. 

The diseas~ is ~preadby wind, rain and humans. It has no 
,:'ce and the only way to'stop it .is to cut down or uproot the 
':~s and burn them. 

"It's crushing. U's been like a shoc.k;" said Mary Phiico;.:, . 
. ,,:r·)['Grove Services, a manager of qc::;yes in soiJth florLda, 

;,uding the one beinq bur~edon Wednesday. "These trees' were 
- '< starting to· reach their peak years." 

'Many of south florlda's groves were just starting to yield 
production following t~edevastatin~ passage of Hurricane 

~rew in 1992, when miLlioris of tr~es were destroyed. 
~0ne groves bulldozed to eradicate cank~r cannot be planted 

i 

http:CI:'Sdst.er


,.;' 

:~d1n WLCn ClCCUS toc cwo yeacs to ensu~e the bacte~la ~s qone 
: r :Hnt he so i. 1. New 1 y P 1antedt r e e S '''' L i. l. ' not p c cd u c e f cui t . for 
lnother ~hree yeacs and do not ce~ch theic peak pcoduct n 
,'nti,l age seven. 

Philcoxsaidthe grove i~nd bucned on Wednesday might be 
:'2pLant,edwith a tropicdl fr'JLt, perhaps avocad'). But it was 
~rEect foclimes. 

'''The Land is a little :'ow. Du~i.ng t!"le big st'')cms lt, floods, 
',,'/()::adosdon't like to qet thei~ feet. wet," she said', 

The latest out,b'reak of canker- 1n greater- MiamL, ficst 

iiscovered in 1995 near Miami rhternational Airport, has 

Ii y cl~imed half a mi llon trees, 


The pain is acute for both growers and homeownec~, Cutting 
rews a ce sweeping ent ire' ne ighbo choods, hac king down beloved 

:)dckyacd tcees infected with cankec, as we as any apparently 
ealthy tcee within 1,900 t (579 metres) that might have 

:'?-en co·nta'minated. 
. In the grovesi ~art Harden and his crews decontaminate 
:.:hel.r equipment and therilseJ!ves after.. every but'n,spraying down 
:,achines, car tires and ev"en the sol:~s of their shoes with an 
·,ntl.bacterial'soap to ensuce they do not track the canker to 
th~r gi::-oves. 


They have already destroyed 500 acies (200 hectares) of 

cees, and 'have another 500 to go: 


"It's hard. Me and my dad have been here for years and we 
-:now all these growers," he said. "But this is the only way we 
':now to get rid of.it." 

REUTERS 

itr 18:1603-22-00 
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area declared in Lime-growing req~,n ~\-k 

HOMESTEAD, Fla. (AP) _U.S. ,Agticl.Hture secretary Dan GLickman 
iecLared an tural disaster area Wednesday in four f r 
:0unties where n ncurable citrus disease is ravaging groves that 
'1ce pr6v{ded nearly all of the nation's limes. ' 

"This, loss LS Just as devastating as a drought," Glickman'sa.Ld 
~ a grove that was bulldozed because it was infected with citrus 
:anker. 

South Florida lime ~rowers have lost more than half of their $20 
:lillion-a~year crop, and officials fear the citrus canker could 
,:hreaten more of t state I s $8 billion citrus industry if it 
~preads Marth into Florida's orange, grapefruit and other citru~ 
:j roves. 

The disaster declaration makes growers eligible for government 
lid. 

Florid~ has been fighting diff~rent strains of the lmported 
j isease for decades,' and tl1e only way officials have found to 

"Jestroy it is tO,knock do"n infected' trees and burn ,them., Citrus 
_anker causes lesions on the leaves ,and fruit, drastically red0cing 
~he trees' output. .,,' , ' ','. 

Since the latest outbreak was di~covered after Hurricane I~ene 
~wamped South Florida last fall, officials have burned at least 
,~ao,ooo trees in' =itrus grove~ and yards in a 70-mile swath from 
:!0mestead to Boca Raton, and they expect to destroy another 
~JO,OOO., . ' . 

The eradication effort is expected to cost the state 5175 
;:ILLlion. . ',. . 

The state recently fought canker infestations near Tampa and in 
;outhwestern Florida, and had .hoped to have the disease contained. 
hen inspectors Eound the new outbreaks. ' 

, The owner of the grove Glickman visited, Mark Philcox, considers 
,.mself one of the lucky ones: He lost only a third of his crop to 
'he disease.. 

Philcox and other growers" particularly those still paying off 
:ec;!eral loans after Hurricane Andrew devastated the Homest;ead area 

n 1992, said they will need more than the usual federal 
ILs~ster-area loans to recover: 

. 'Our nightmare is that they miss one tre~,and after ~nother 
· ropical storm or hurricane it starts allover again, 'f Philcox 
;aid. 

Glickman told the growers the USDA is working on providing 

:ompensation, and more money could come from the Commodity Credit 

:orp., a revolving fund for agriculturai emergenci~s. Rep. Allen 

~;yd,a Florida Democrat; is: sponsoring a bill that would provide 

;40 million to growers who hav~,lost trees in ,the eradication 

,:[fort.' ' . , 


'. The USDA also, is stepping up enforcement ot import laws and 

nspections and is trying 'to find ways to kill the canker without 

,!estroying the trees, Glickman said. Officials have yet to pinpoint 
· he country where the latest outbreak came from. 

A quarantine bariing citrus shipments is in effect for muchpf 
· ne area, and t growers whose groves are infe2ted must wait at 

·:ast two years to replant citrus trees, ,which ke up t·:; five 

::.-:lrsto bear fruit:. Many growers sai.d they plan to gr('lW dvocadoes 


t.:he inter-un. 

OM the N~t: 


USDA disaster assLstance: 

.: t·.p: www.fsa.~~~.~.gov/pas/disaster/assistancel.htm 


'PROFILE 

www.fsa.~~~.~.gov/pas/disaster/assistancel.htm
http:Glickman'sa.Ld
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BN' ~::38 Four fLoLida Countie's DecLa::'ecJ :)lsasteL ALea EOL CltLusCankeL 

E'o'.:c F'LocLda Counties DeclaLed DisdsLer ;';,L"E!.:I for Citrus Canker 

Homestead, florida, March 22 (Bloomberg) U.S. Agriculture 
tary Dan Glickman declared four southein florida counties a 

diSaster aLea b~cduse of an o~tbreak of ~Ltrus cariker that could 
t ten the 5tate's.58.5 billion citrus industry; though so EaL 
it.has hit mainly lime tLees. 

The declaratio~ qualifies grower~ in Dade, BLowaLd, CollieL 
and .Monroe.counties for lciw-interestgoveLnment loans as the 
bacteLial disease spreads among comrriercLal lime gLoves in 
florida. About 500,000 trees have been destroyed so·faL . 

. 'We know that'gver l,OOQ acres of the approximately 1,600 
aCLes surveyed te~)t~ positivEi?" in Miami's Dade County, said 
florida GoVeLrioL Je6 Bush, ~ ~~publican, in a letteL to Gl{ckman 
Lequesting the declaration. 

There's no i~wediate threat to this year'~ flo orange 
crop, now estimated at 219 million boxes, the third larg~st ever J 

bec~use 80 percent to 90 percent of it is harvested, a bLoker 
said. The Florida orange crop, the nation'~ largest, was valued at 
Sl.3 billion in 1~9~, ~ccording to the,U.S. Agriculture 
Department . 

. 'It's psychologically bullish for.down the road; I don't 
th nk itis a cause foi orange ~uice price~ to go up or down right 
now, " sald James COLdier, a broker at Lib~Lty Trading Group in 
St. tersbutg, FloLida. 

Orange juice fOL May delivery rose as much as 0.15 ·cent, or 
0,2 percent, to 84 cents a pound on the New York Cotton Exchange. 
Pric~s aLe up3.2peLce~t from a year a~o. . 

CommeLcial losses. due to canker are estimated at $55 million 
to 560 million, mestof them' in lime groves, said Wendy Borland, 
spokeswoman fOL the 12,OOO-member Florida CitLUS Mutual, the 
state's biggest growers' association, The highlycon.tagious 
disease, which can be spread by wind and rain, weakens trees and 
leaves them unproductive. Trees must be destroyed t~preve~t the 
spread of .the.bacteria. 

, . 'The canker co~ld definitely have anef on next year's 
oLange crop," said Rory Dubin, general manager of OJ Investments,. 
which owns 1,300 acres of orange groves a~ Arcadia, in south
ceri t ra 1 Flo r ida. 

'There's a suspicion canker may be widespread, and I think 
you'll see prices start to,get strongeL into next year," Dubin 
sdLd. 

Glitkman announced the disaster aid while inspecting an 
infected lime grove in Homestead, florida. 

Roger Runningen in Washingt,on. (202) 624-1357/jc 

) C( L 1 1 u S t rat ion: T() toran9 e j u i ,;r? () r l. during the past 

l~, see (JOl <Cmdt'!'GP D <GO>f. 
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:';SDA ';.Iarr,s :::a'lei-::rs about bringing in farm produce 

8y ~andy Fabi 
WASHINGTON, March 24 (Reuters) - With. the summer travel 


season ju~t ~round the ~orner, the U.S. Agriculture Department 

said on ~riday it was doing all it could to prevent travelers 

b::inging invasive pests iniothe United States, ~hich .itsaid 

c~uld ser~ously harm the nation's farm economy. 


Agric:..llture S,ecretary Dan Glickman spoke co reporters on 

t~e sigriiflcance of this proble~ and the need to inform U.S. 

citizens on what they can and cannot bring inco the country. 

-:-:--',-'This is really.a moni.unental problem for our country,'" 

Gl ickman told rep<nters in a conference call. "Orie item 

care essly disCarded;./'can wreak;~ havoc. on American agriculture." 


A single link~"'f sausage.<::ontaminaced with a virus that 
causes fooi~and-mouih disease iould destroy the U.S. li~estock 
industry, cost.ing farmers and 'consumers billions of .dollars in 
lost output and higher food prices, GlickmaN said. 

Most of the contaminated goods are brought into the United 
. States by international travelers, t~eir pet.s and packaged 

goods mailed from overseas. . 
.In.1998, USDA inspect.ors -- with beagles .dressed in bright. 

green jackets-=-helped sniff out over two [)lillion items of 
agricultural product~ brought. illegally into the United States. 
Of those confiscated, 57,000 were identified as carrying 
diseases which could infect: American livestock and poultry. 

A person found to be bringing agricultural products 
illegally into the United States could be fined up to Sl,OOO. 

The most dreaded pests the USDA is watchin~ out for include 
'. 	the golden nematode, a microscopic eelworm that:' could' wreak 

havoc on anent:ire countty's potato crop, and the African swine 
fever, found in .infedted meat and which could cause a seiious 
epidemic among hO'-'f-g_s.,..'__ 

This week, Glickman declared some Florida counties disaster 
areas as the spread of canker destroys the state's citrus 
indust:ry.The S9.5 million industry is Florida's second-largest' 
money earner after tourism. . 

Citrus canker, a bacterial scourge ~hat weakens and 
ultlmat.ely destroys citrus t~ees and for which there is no 
cure, could have been transported into the United States by an 
international traveler, ,Glickman said. 

REUTERS 

Rtr 15:42 03-24-00 
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BY MARTIN MEAlER 

mmerzer@herald.com 


Ashes irom burning citrus trees 

raining on his head. U,S. Agriculture 

Secretary Dan Glickman declared 

South Florida a disaster area Wednes

day and promised enhanced efforts to . 

block the relentless advance of canker 

disease' through Miami-Dade. 

8roward :and now PaJm Beach coun

ties. 


The declaration qualities growers 

in Miami-Dade.


Growers Bl'oward, Collier 

and Monr~e councan now ties ioremergency 

low-interest loans.
get emer Canker is destroy

ing much. of Migency arni-Dade's $20 

million lime in
low dustry and has 

b,~en found in
Interest . Oakland Park. 

Silniise, Margate.
loans. . 

. Coral Springs and FIGHT ESCALATE~_VlUJI'8SecretarY Dan Glickman. above. gets
other Broward cities, his feet sprayed with disinfectant as he tours canker·infested fields in south 

Despite all efforts at eradication., Miami·Dade. In the same area; below. ash and smoke-billow from aburning
(he tenacious .bacteria recently 'pile of lime trees In a~rove at Southwest 312th Sti'e~t and 207th Avenue.
breached a "lire wall" at the Broward

. r'alm Beach county line. Newly found eail. 
in Boca Raton, it is creeping stea<iM¥ 


. toward the heart oi the state's S8.5 bU- . 

lion citrus industry in Central Florida. 


"This is just as devastating as 

drought and other disasters," said 

Glickman. joined on a tour or south 

Miami-Dade by szateAgriculture 

Commissioner Bob' Crawr'ord and an 

entourage of aides. "This is the farm

er's worst nightmare. what. you are 

seeing here." . " 


As he spoke. bu llc10zers 3Q yards 

away gathered infected or exposed 


-'-'-'-"~-
t PLE.A$[ ~H CANKER, 24A 
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R~,CENT CANKER OUTBREAK 
Citrus canker has been found this month in at least two locations 
in 80uthern Palm Beach County. The map also shows the 
nOl'thernmost of many outbreaks In Broward County • 

•. .•.. •• •••.•• .•_._.w ..• •. ....••_1lOlIIdY 

.• 

_ _ _ ~ _ _. ...........,..... 
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t CANKER, FROM lA 

time trees. Crack
ling flumes and black smoke 
rose fr.)m a bonflre of toppled 

. trees. White ashes floated from . 
the skY. 

Later., Glickman's black 
leather shoes and cuffed suit 
pants were sprayed with Galex 
1027, a powerful disinfectant: 
Even a member of the presi
dent's Cabinet can sow the dis
ease' ifproler precautions:Fe 
not. taken~:i' , 

. Though harmless to h~. 
canker 'severely blemishes fruit 
and ultimately damages trees. 
Easily spread by humans and 
farm eCluipment, its wide dis
persal almost certainly was 
caused by the wind and rain of 
Hurricane Irene last October. 
There is no cure.· 

Under a recently fortified 

$175 million eradication pro
gram. nearly 1.000 inspectors 
and tree cutters are rolling 
through South Florida. remov
ing infected ci,trus trees and 
any citrus tree within 1,900 feet 
of an infected tree. 

More than 500,000 commer
cial and residential' trees in . 
Broward and Miami-Dade ai- • 
ready have been cut down. All 
three million citrus . trees in. 
those counties could be 
doomed. If more outbreaks are 
discovered in Palm Beach 
County, it could be added to 
the disaster declaration. 

In addition, a quarantine on 
.the movement of residential 
citrus covers nearly all of 

, Broward and Miami-Dade. 
Though somewhat heartened 

by Glickman's visit, growers 
called the availability of low· 
interest loans insufficient. 

-

,REGION UNDER QUARANTINE ' 

Brow~I~z,~qMulaaram,ntoloed now covers virtually all of 
. . - a ecounties. . 


Ex ~~::ects the entire region from the Sawgrass 


In ~out:h M~~~-~a:.~~~~~~~:=west 184th Stre8~, .. · 
. 

be dtrahwn.around a newly Infected area~~~~:oon wID
Sou west 280ttt Street.· . ' '. 

qua~~~~~I:o:,!~~~~~:~koe:e~=e~~:~:r;ts In the 
rropertles andmust not come Into contact with citrus 

rees OIl" locally grown fruit. Lawn or landsca In 

:~rkers vlln the area must diSinfect their eqUI~m~nt

en m,o ng between properties. ,. .., 
Fruit from commercial dro . I . . 

. carefuJl!Ii Inspected d ewers n the zone must be-- " ", . an washed. . • 



.. , 

,They told Glickman and 
Crawford that they deserve 
federal ;grants because lax en
forceme:nt by' U.S. inspectors 
allowed the disease to enter the 

, area. probably through imports 
.., arriving at Miami International 
- ! Airport. ' 

"We already have enough 
, loans," ,said lime grower AI

cedes 'Acosta./'They're takirig 
out our !~rov6. To stay in fann
'ing,we mus{have federal,com
pensation." ' 

, A $40 million grant package 
is being; considered by Con
gress. " 

Grant:~ and low-cost loans 
might hl~lp lime growers plant 
other crops, but the overall 
outlook for agriculture in South 
Florida will remain grim. 

CITRUS HIT HARD ' , 
Citrus is all but finished in 

the regiclD. and vegetable faim
ers and fruit growers are disap
pearing at an alarming rate. 
Vegetable sales in Miami-Dade, 
have shdveled by nearly one-
third since 1989. ' 

Wedn1esday was a particular
ly bad day for Mark Philcox, 
owner of the 2S-acre grove that 
was' being destroyed as' the 
group watched. Like other lime 
growers, be replanted' after 
Hurricane Andrew leveled ev

, erything in 1992, and his trees 
were jU!,lt starting to produce 
marketable fruit. 

Now, the U.S. secretary of 
agriculture was standing in 
PhilCOX'll grove, declaring a di
saster. 

"A day like this is not what 
we had in mind," Philcox said. 
'''The federal government has 

growers - but not them - in 
the wake of Irene. 

Gathering near Philcox's, 
grove, they carried signs: "Sec. 
Glickman. Please Just Give Us 
Five Minutes" and "Agriculture 
Means Nurseries Too." 

Glickman waved at them as 
his car entered the area. but the 
motorcade left by a different 
route, apparently to avoid fur
ther contact. 

','Once again. he discriminat
ed against us," Sharon Blue 
said. 

COLLECTIVE BURDEN 
Aides said Glickman needed 

to move along on what they , 
called his "Alien Invaders" 
to'ur, a trip to Florida, New 

, York and California to high~ 
light the nation'S intensifying 
problem with imported pests 
and diseases. . 

"We want this to be a te~ a 
turf-less team. that deals with 
this issue," Glickman said. "It's 
a killer of a problem." 

Standing at his side, Craw:~ 
ford escalated the war against 
canker by saying ,tbat the state 
soon would require anyone 
working in any Florida citrus 
grove to disinfect equipment 
before leavins that grove. 

"tf we work together, we ca
get the job done," c;:rawford 
said. ' 

He also said growez:s might 
' 	be allowed to replant citrus ORe 

year after eradication instead 
of the currently mandated two 
years. 

Meanwhile, Glickman said 
federal scientists would fortify 
their efforts to fmd a biological 
or chemical cure. ' 

.: 
, 

to be more involved in this: I ' "We bave to figure Out a way 
want this canker stopped." to deal with this problem so 

, Also dissatisfied were 10 rep you don't h~ve to extract the 
resentatives of Miami-Dade's , tree," he said. "Right now. from 
$266 million nursery industry the grower's perspective, we're 
with a @:rievance over federal pulling teetb out without No
assistance granted to some vacaiile."...,.:~. -



Lavvrnaker calls for better' 

repaC3tions for homeowners 

BY BETH OEINHARO one lost tre'e or a dozen. 

.bretnhard@herald,com Greenstein met Tuesday
Bruce Van Der Meulen of with Gov. Jeb Bush and Agri- . 

Margate estimates that the 21 culture Commissioner Bob 
rare citrus trees in his back Crawford to propose that the 
yard, SOllle of which rise 12 feet state identify publicly or pri
tall, are worth as' much as vately owned nurseries that 
S2,000. will donate trees to residents . 
. But t~l~ state, will give him 

only S10i) if his trees are cut "A voucher is. not good 
down to prevent the dtrus can enough for some homeown
ker disease from spreading to ers," Greenstein said. 
valuable Ip'oves in central Flor Looking at a map with red ida. stickers' identifying diseased 'I'm sitting here with terror . 

trees, Greenstein said as many in my eyes, waiting for the ax as 1,000 could be felied in his to fall." s;ud VanDer Me.ulen. North' Broward district. State 
~an avid horticulturist whose officials have identified only a backyard is adorned with thou handful of infected trees, but sands of tropical plants: "$100 

trees within 1.900 feet are slatwould be pathetic." ed to be cut down to stop the Democl'atic state Rep. Ron disease from spreading. Greenstein, whose district in
, cludes Margate and Coconut Staff in the offices of the gov

Creek, is urging state officials ernor and agriculture commis
to come up with better repara sioner, who have declared a 
tions for homeowners like Van . state of emergency over citrus 
Der Meulen. The state's offer canker, said they would consid~ 
of $100 al)plies to owners of er Greenstein's proposal. . 

" fvGJ
(1& 

. 
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INEWS , I 
'Posted at 4:39 p,m, EST Wednesday. March ri. 2000 

Glickman de(,:lares citrus-canker disaster 

area : 


By NIALA BOODHOO 
Associated Press Writer 


,,';: '~, 


HOMESTEAD"Fla. -~ (AP) -,}Visiting bulldozed groves in an area that once 

provided nearly all the nation's lime crop, U.S. Sec(etary of Agriculture Dan 

Glickman warned Wednesday of the danger Florida's multibillion dollar citrus 

industry faces from an imported, incurable plant disease. 


, , 

Glickman also declared f(·)ur South Florida counties an agricultural disaster area 

because of the disease, citrus canker, which can be stopped only by knocking 

the trees down and burnirlg them. ' 


"This loss is just as devastating as a drought," Glickman said at a lime grove. 

infected with canker. 


Tne state's $8 billion citrus industry recently fought canker infestations in the' 
Tampa area and in southwest Florida, and had hoped to have it contained. ,But 
inspectors then found several news outbreaks in 70-mile swath from 
Homestead, southwestof Miami, to Boca Raton, near WestPalm Beach. 

. .' . .. '. 

South Florida lime growers say they have'already lost more than half of the fruit 
of their $20 million-a-year industry. Wednesday, local growers told Glickman 
that disaster-area loans won't be enough. 

"I've got low-cost loans from Hurricane Andrew, I don't need more loans," said' 

grower Mark Philcox. He sai~ he considers himself lucky that he has lost only a 

third of his crop to the disease, ' 


" , 
Glickman, who visited Philcox's grove as part ofa nationwide tour emphasizing 

the dangers of exotic pests, said the USDA is also working on providing 

compensation to growers. He said there is a possibility of getting money from, 

the Commodity Credit Corp., a revolving fund for agricultural emergencies. 


, , 

U.S. Congressman Allen 130yd, D-Fla., who was with Glickman, is sporisoring,a 

bill that would provide $40 million to growers who have lost trees in the 

eradication effort, . ' 


Trees infected with the canker show lesions on its leaves, fruit and stems.' 

Burnif.1g the trees; even triose exposed but notyet infected, is believed to be the 

only way to prevent its spread. Growers are not allowed to replant citrus trees; 

which take up to five year's to bear fruit, for at least two years,' ' 


Meanwhile, a quarantine j,s in effect for the South Florida area, blocking 

shipments of fruit. 


. . .. 

Glickman emphasized Wi~dnesday thattlie USDA is working on broader issues 

to solve the problem, jncludingcrat;:king down on enforcement and research into, 

killing the ca,nker without destroying the tree, ' 


,; The issue here is f.1onnaltive invasive speCies, whether they be this cank~r ot 

the Asian long-horn beet!i3,"Glickmari said,' 'It's not just ,here, it's allover the' 

country," ' 


.3/23/002:49 PM,1of2 
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The South Florida strain of canker began spreading after Hurricane Irene hit 

South Florida in .october last year. 


The state has already cuI down and burned at least 500,000 trees, most of them 

in Homestead-area groves but including those takeri from residential yards in 

the Miami-Fort Lauderdale areas. . 


Another 500,000 trees are expected to be cut down. 

It will cost Florida an estirnated $175 million to eradicate the canker. 

Commercially, the current outbreak has mostly affected the lime industry in the 

Homestead area, but there .is fear in the citrus industry that it will spread upstate 

and destroy vast groves of orange. grapefruit and other citrus. . 


State Agricultural Commissioner Bob Crawford, with Glickman Wednesday, said 

the state isexpecting to contribute around.$65 million and he is working with the 

USDA to match thatfigurE~. " . 


..:: j: 

·.'Without the federal' governrhent, we couldn't get this done," he said. 

On the Net: 

To obtain information on applying for loans, go to: 

www.fsa.usda.qov/pas/disaster/assistance1.htm 


Contact Us 

Copyright 2000 Miami Herald 
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WASHINGTON 
-~ IN BRIEF 

I 'GlIckman Seeks Review 
'Of'Tenninator' Seeds 

I , Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman'11' an advisory committee to review
10 otroversial -terminator" techno. 

de oped by department scientists to ren
der seeds sterile. ; 

The process. which prevents fanners', ' 
irom reproducing genetically engineered 
seedi. is designed to help seed companies 
protect their investment in biotech crops. 
Critics say it will allow the companies to 
gaiA.(X)ntrol over farmers. who often save 
seed ,from year to year to cut coSts. ' 

The r\griculture Department has de
fended the terminator technology and re
fusecl to give up its patent on the process. 
But ,Glickman said the technology shows 
how science "can strike a discordant note 
with.some communitie&-and perhaps the 
pubUc at large. * I 



,~ASHINGTON iAP) Aariculture secretary Dan Glic:kr~an ':'3 seeki~I;.· 
. _ _; ~ :3 ide :::. d ~I ice ':) n. (/'; ~J. at - . 2',J -:f .:J '../ i t h 'termi~~tar' I [ech~01~gj that 
,',':: ... ,je\]"el':)~ed b~/ his d.e9artment t S ,'sci'er.. tis):"3 La pre'\lerl: fa~~rner.3 

reoraducina geneticallvengineered seeds. 
_he·termina~or project ;hows ho~ scienc~ . 'can stri~e a 

i:"s':'::lrdant :lot.e :..iith some corrununities and perhaps c.he :::~lblic at 
~~~'1:,' II, \:;l~c;~an ,~a~d in asking an a,:h:isor'l 'committee ;·ie,jr.9sday 
___ , ~ __ " the ,_e~l.nol,_gj. 

:;SO.I\ ,:, [fici3Ls 'Iigorous ly defend the technoloq:/, '.·in::' cn is 
~nc~nded to help seed companies protect their investment in hew 
0i~tech crops. Ie hasn't been put i:lto use yet, but biotech 
<~,p':':lent3 '''':J.::-ldwi'de have made it a sy-mbol of ,.;hat t:--le'./ see are the 
0~ils of genetic engineerinq. USDA h~s refused to reli~auish its 
}6tentan the process, which renders seeds sterile: ' 

The 38-mernber pane]_, 'dhich includes farmers, sciencis:ts, 
_:::c C1sumer advoca te.3 'and seen company :execut i 'Ies, is 5 c:a rcing a 
~.·r'J()-~:·e~r r:e\/iew. <:).f ~]SD1~' s';'role in 'de~;el<:~ping and requla.;:ir:.·~ bicl,=:e,::~:. 
:l:"::'ps.· ..~.rncJng ::he i5~ues. he ~#·iants the committee to foc,us :.=:r:. is how', 
C0 prese~ve the intellectual property rights of seed developers 
~hi~e protect~ng the interests of farmers.' 

, Glickman said he appointed, the committee "to encouraqe [he kind 
~f civil and thoughtful discuss,ion, th~~ the complexity of cbese 
~ssues deman~ a break from the shrill-debate, where n6bady 
~istens-to anybody." 

Biotech ,companies, which have genetically manipulated plants to 
~ake fruits and vegetabl~s more at~ractive and t.o render crops 
,~esi~tant to insects, disease ,and weedkillets,now control the 

::pread of the technoloqy by patenting the seeds and then :leasing' 
, ~ t6 grbwer~; rather than _selling them. 

JSDA researchers s~y th~ terminator process is misunderstood and 
applicati.:)ns that c:ould benefit farmers ar':Jund the ',oJorld. The 

same technique that renders seeds sterile by turning certain 
~eneti6 traits on' arid off ~lso could be used to make plan~s 
:esistant_to drought or p~sts. 

The terminator nickname is ~ reference to the on-screen robotic 
-:':'ller played by Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

t·1embers of the' advisory committee are so 'sharply di'Iided about 
:;l.':' cechnology that the ~r icul ture Department has hired 
oroEessional facilitators to run the meetings. 

In, introductory remarks Wednesday, committee members disagreed 
:ver whether the goVerr~ent should do more to promote biotechn6logy 
'~ restrict its growth and,use . 

. 'What we need to do is ,educate the public" about the benefits 
J[ Si6technology, said Cal McCastlain, a farmer and lawyer in ' 
~rkansa~. "Going deep into a life form is no different than going 
jeep into space or deep into the oce~n. ' , 

But Michael Hansen of the Consumer POlicy'Institute s'aid federal 
~e9ulatory process is inadequaie. , , 

Jeffrey Burkhardt, an expert in agriCUltural ethics at the 
'';,:iversity of f10rida, said the committee needed, to' consider the 
~:hical implications ot manipulating gen~s. "We need to spend some 
:i~e talking about our ethical responsibilities as well as keeping 
::';3.ri:ets open; " he said. 

an the ~et: USDA biotechnolo~y site: 
:!!wd':':5.phis.'.lsda.qov!biotechnologyl 

,'?P.OfILE: 
~CAT:Agriculture;) 

;C.';T:EducatiGn; ) 
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IEnd the Biotech Food Fight 
I 

dustry overlooked the ultimate end-users tech products, protecting publiC health• Agriculture: Let all 
of their products:c'onsumers. . and enVIronmental safety. We will con' 


components ofthe genetically Instead of carefully reading. the lInue to fulfill this essential role. In .lddl' 

marketplace. the biotech' Industry has tlon. OUf neutral functJon untquely quail' 
modified food debate be heard: 
been captive instead to a kind of tone- . fles u.s to lead the, way In the effort to 

deaf technoplulia. It often seems as If far make room for a senSIble center 10 


By DAN GLICKMAN more thought was given to laboratory reo Amenca's biotechnology debate Govern' 

search and what is possible than to mar- ment can and should promote public 10',
Opponents of biotechnology have 

ratsed some leg'ltlmate coilcems. [n doing ket research and What IS actually desir-sIght into biotechnOlogy isSues as well as' 
able. What good is technology if people carry out the oversight respons;hlilly;0. however. they have Mten' employed 

guemtla taCtICS and oullilndlsh rhetOric. thInk it's dangerous and choose not to ac- that IS its mandate: We must work to cre
Instead of educatmg people. they have cept It7 New products are only useful- ate forums for responsible. CIVIl dIscourse . 
merely exploited the pubhc's limited and theIr benefits fully realized_hen on the Important and complex questions 
knowledge about genetically modified or- they are embraced In the marketplace by regarding biotechnology. , 
ganisms. or G MOs. . consumers.' 'The Food and Drug Admmlst~tlon 

Some bioteCh foes have vandalized The biotech mdustry,.sofar .. has given held a senes of helpful pubhc meellngs 
fields of genetically modified crops. de acr.oss the country last year to prOVIde all 
stroying test plots: whlle they criticiZe m . those Interested' in biotechnology I.SSueS 

dustryfor insuffiCIent fiek1 tesung. AntJ~ - the opporturuty to publicly alf their
•As the two sides become biotech groups also have demonil:ed views, While this was it positive step. 1 

those who do not sh.a.re their pomt of Increasingly estranged from beh':!ve that we must go even .further to 
Vlew•. refemng to the. Mi)ll.Anto Co. as .. .stimulate an open and balanced public each other, the loser .. the"Monsatan:' A fu!J-page ad i.n national discussion, In January. 1 created the U.S" 
newspapers accused the biotech i.ndustry Amertcan consumer.' Department of Agriculture's Biotechnol' 
of wanting to "captllJ'l:i the evolutiorwy' ogy Advlsory Committee-a paneluOlque 
process and ., . reshape lile on Earth to in Its broad diversity of opiruon and ex' 
SUIt its balance sheets." mOst consumel'l fe'l/lf compeUing reasons pertise. Its members include farmers, m

The biotechnology i.ndustry and its to accept and embracegenetic:a.l.ly. engi dustry representatives. consumer advo
proponents have done theU' sh.a.re of neered foods. In the meantime, oppo cates. environmentalactJ.v19ts and even 
nanle-caJli.ng as well. thi,'OWi08 around nents were happy to nu the information an ethicISt. [ hope the group's, pubhc 
terno...s like "Luddites" ani:! "food terror- void and set the tone of the debate. derm meetmgs wilt be amodel ror the lund of 
ist." 'In my mind. the bi:otech i.ndustry 108 these technologtes i.n the moSt sta.rk..ly , discussion about biotechnology that 
abo has come across as artogant. diamiss-' negative, and often exaggerated. tenns. needs to take place on fa.rms. m research 
ing biotech skeptics and assUming that faclUtjes. corporate offic:u. town haJ(s.
the public would automatlc:a.l.ly embrace The comple:r:' issUes regarding geneU coffee shops and living roaN all across 
GMO products. Most new GMO producta cally rno<I.1fied foodJ deserve a thorough this country. It ill time for Amencan con
were designed to help fanners uae fewer . and thoughtlul publJc dialogue. lNtead. sumersto lOin i.n the effort to stitt. real 
pesticides or, generat~ a higher yield UI'" what we have i.I I. shrill debate. M the conversation ,aboUt, biotechnology. It 1S 
i.ng less lana, Of course. ( believe we two sides beeQme mc:rea.smity est.ranged tune for all the parties III ttus debate to 
should do whatever we can to 'help from each other, the loser is the Amen talk to each other rather than at each 
Amelican farmers become, more profit;' Can consu.ciler, who ca.nnot in.a.ke an i.n other. (t 19 time for the food fliht to end 
able, especially in this slugilh farm" formed Judgment· about biotechnolOO 
economy. But. by steering product de'vel- amid the cacophony of ~ve spin. .• Dan Glichuzn i.a tILt U.s I«Ttrary of I 
opment in this d~tion. 'the biotech in- The federal government regulates blcr. AgncWturt ' . 

------~------~--;--------------~--------~------------~--~~------------------------- I. 

http:automatlc:a.l.ly
http:nanle-caJli.ng
http:embracegenetic:a.l.ly


~:>tech food fight hurts U.S; consumers-Glickrnan 

WASHINGTON, April 3 (Reuters) - Resorting to "guerrili. 
~=:icsand outlandish rhetoric", biot~chnoiogy opponents -have 
~ploited the public's limited knowledge about genetically 
:>d 1 f ied org!3nisms or GHOs, U'. S. Agriculture SeCretary Dan 
,~ insaid ' ,- , ' 

;n 6pinion pi~ce, publ{~hed by The Los Angeles Times on 
'::Iday, Glickman said America'n consumers are the real losers as 
'th sides of the biotech debate become increasingly heated. 

"As'the two sides bl:!come increasingly estranged from each 
-her, the'loser is the American consumer, who cannot make an 
~formedjudgment about biotechnology a~id the cacophony of 
:;:jressive spin," he said. ' , 

Glick~an also blamed the ,biotech industry ~or the public's 
-;:Iorance, describing them as a "arrogant. ", 

"Instead of carefully reading the marketplace, the biotech 
~dustrY has been cap~ive instead to a kind 6f tone-d~af 
0=hnophilia," he said: ' 

Glickman said he hopes the USDA's biotechnology advisory 
.l:nmittee, which he created, will offer a model for the type of 
~scussion that needs to take piace~ 

The committe,e' s members include farmers, industry 
~presentatives, consum.~r advocates and environmental 
,tlvists. 

((Randy Fabi, Washington C;;'mmodities Desk, 202 898-83:94) 

:l,E:UTERS 
-: 18:48 04~03-00 

:U"·":'CT: DOAG LIVE GRNS SOYB EMFS ENV FDPR 
;ht (el 2000 Reuters 

~:::, ,edby NewsEDGE/LAN: 04/03/20006: 57 PM 
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u.s. farm 
chief to , 
stop at 
Fallbrook 
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town. The srecies is native to 

.' ceaaal Mexico, and agricultute 

experts lay they are confideru 

the cap~d ilies came -.aDSS 

the barder in ~ fruit. . 


County qriculture officials 
said Glickman will meet with • 
panel at ~ selectea by the 
countY DepenmaDt. at ~-
tw'8,Wlligbtl and M:ealw'as. . 

His .cnedule may include a 
tour at • gn:M! where fru.iI is be
ina auted with pesDdde spray 
so, it can be ma.tbted c:tu.rin& 1M 
qua:ram:iDe, caumy at6cia1s SIIid. 

Glldcmm's ttavel .chedule 
will include a 2:30 p.m. ~ of 
the CallawayViMyard It: WiDety 
in Temecu.la to view damage 
cauaea by Pierce's diJease, a 
plaru virus Slftd by tho JIassy.
wiDa'ed lharpshooter. an inacct 
that is ravacinl the wiDe-p'ape 
indusay in Southwest R.Mi:rside 
County. 

His lour.d., national toW' 
WlII announced in a press re
1euc tided "Glidcman to Battl. 
Alien lDvadet5,- meaniq aDp

~ thraaten.ina pestS ana diseases 
that are brougln in from fomign 
c:owu.:ries. . 
. "Ecollystems are bein~ 
terad and dasaO)lld. aops . . 
.pd. fOrests denu.dod and ani
mals ILDd eveD people are in 
danger 01 contnlctirl& fatal dis-. 
e....... GUckman said in a pre
pared statement. . 

-Our cunoem systt:m (for pro
toctin. apinlt the intnUion) 
bas oat bpr p8CII 'Wid! t.lI1prl!IC8o 
dmted pawtb iD trllde and D'iIV'
el -. 

1biJ toUr will biIhJJ&b.' the in
tlDlifiad stabI· in o~ onsom, 

. filbt p) pl"DtIICt ADW1CIl'3 -en-' 
culture Uld Dlr.ural re.auree.; 
fram peIlI aDd ctileasea," .

The StIIlces in me quarannne.
iJawlw 20 Vlriedes of fruit that 
have an estimated annual crop .' 
value of $493 miItioD. '!be state 
orderea a 72-cquar.-rDile quar • 
•Dl:iae an Oct. 28 after a second 
lUxican fruit 11y was capturBd
that month Deal' downtoWn FIll· 
b~. . 

Na additional fertile Mexican 
fi."Uit flies bllV8 been c:au&ht in 
aD&mlY 01 traps tbat'~ bai~ 

,. "tim a pro~ DWI\. Glick· 
aWl probably will WltMIS an air 

drop of sterUa Mexican frulC 
flies that have been. spread 
throughout the area to.tymie 
successful breeding by any fel'
rile flies thai: may be around. . 

.State aDd federal a,endau, 
however, require that the qua:- • 
antine must last at leut thrH 
life Cyc:le.s of the Mexican frtllt 
fly'or abOut ei&ht months. U an 
additional ferdle MexicaD fruit' 
fly is cauah" the qua:rlDrin.e is . 
immediately axtended for t:1vee 
.life cyd.ea of the insea fn:nn that. 
point. . • 

McAvoy &aid Glic:kman it 
aware be probably will hair ait· 
icism &am FaIlbroak-area grew

. en I.bouneluaance to poant di· . 
rect fecleral aid to offset fami
~ aop lOINS. '. 

California'S U.S. tenator., 
Barbara Bear aDd Dianne F. 
ste~ have requested feden! 
compensation far pvwers'loSl
.., bur U.s. De~ of Acri· 
c:ulture offtcialJ said they have 
110 meaDS to &rUt II.1Ch repara
tiQ&'l5 un18ss the desttuction is 
caused by a Datural dis••ter 
such as a fiooet. tire or eanb· 
quake. . . 

GUdc:mm .. tour m:ted'IUa
day in New York City, whkh bas 
been hit by the West Nile VU'U5 

. and I.D infestation of the Asian 
loaa-homad beede. .'. 

. the beetle has aestroyed . 
S.600 t:ree5 in the urban serr:inp 
of New York and'Chicqo, a Us. 
DA Dew, release Said. notiftl 
that the West Nile virus has 
killed leveD people ana nine 
barses in those cities. . 

C1.I.dcman, 55, wbo served 18 

yean a•• c:oncressmBn from 

Kansa. beloA! takUla USDA's 

hellD fiq yean &10 , also WIU 

scbeduled .to talk' about the 

plight of'Pea.n.syl\'lU\ia tannen 

who haw lost $S.1Dil1i.on Warth 

of orchard crop. to plum pox 

vinJI. 


. - T,..a... Glfckzrwn wfll. tDUr cit. . 
~ 

nu 1J"098' in Florida where 
11101'8 thaD 570 D'liIUai1 worth of 
~ave been lost to dtrus· 

http:S.1Dil1i.on
http:Temecu.la
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USDA testing 

.new pesticide 

in b'eetle battle 

By BRENDA WARNEn R01"lOLL 

, surr RI1'UAn., 
Year Three or lhe beWe to eradicate tlte ASian 

long.homed bi!etJe ,in Cbicago started Friday when 
reseacch,l"I il\jeeud the ground around 60 b.ealthy 
trees with a lIut.u:ide that lhey hope will inoculate 
trees·II.intt bletl. 'ns IUldlarvae. 

Win McLan. from the U,S, D • .,artmllllt of Amcw
ture research center in Oti.:s. Mus......ho ovenee"tbe 
fil/ht a,&.inn the tree·chomp.nit pl'~n nationally.' 
manned !.he hydraulic inlec~or ~hat sho! imidarlopricl 
a (oot into the around, " 

By the end of the day. he bad ac.itin, muscles. Each 
inch oC tree dilenltet re\luired a 2·quart shot or 
ir:tidacJoprid in w.tl!'r. so a tree 12 inches LlUck 
needed a dO'un shots. ~ l·fnol tree 24 ~hot.s. The)' had 
to bl! placed-II\ a CIrcle. J (ut out (rnm the trunlr.. so 
trel rootl could pick up th. ,mil.tur' ' 

Fifteen tre,e, each in fout neighborhood, received 
groun'd injection. Friday. In early Ma~·. anothtt 15 
trees each j'n the 54ml nei,hborhood' WIll be treated 
with !.he ;anl. en.mical. but It will be II'piitd Crom 
corncob pLp4!-siu Maultet injectCln that c1r&.ir. the 

. inaectieido !lito tnc t.l"OO trunk wlthan fay! hou".. 
Scientists need w know Itl'./W lon, it' l.tlces the 

in$leticidl 1,(1 "'ork I.Ip thl'OuCh the tt..-s cm:ulatory 
$ysteen lind, how lon, it remains eefeetive. Locil 
USDA offic:illla ",,\II COIlKt. tWlg$ In a we,.. and then 
monthly aU Mlson and Mlld them to I MisaissiPPI 
1aburatol7_ ' 

This sciltlttitic st.uc:\y i.a Mp~ra,e from a lIIaJor 

9OI111...:.'s..... h_U I 

I 
I 
I 

I 


I 
II: 
I' 


I 

W1n Mclan. 01 Ih. USDA on Friday ,nj.cl. Ih. i 
around .round a hullhy 11'" to II')' 10 lnoculale It ! 
aaaJnlt the A.ian long-horned b••II.. . . 

, I 

.radieation tlfort in wtUch ~tJI figbte". hnptt '" inJtC1 
imidac:1oprid into 7.000 CluclC'Q iru t~" la· 01'1' the 
.prMd or the blCtJ~ by killinr il. lG"""I.", , 

Ken Knaa. the ,!..ate usn" c-hier. nrb-otd thaI 
only the USDA and' ita contractors can ".. 0", ,(ucl,,· 
prid erpel'llUen!..ally aca1ntt the butle 

JL.~-----_J
L-______..... 
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Health and behavior 

FDA plans to serve data before biotechfood, 

.but Critics say labeling is needed 

By Anita Manning 081'," says the Grocery Manufaaur:. ddes." Bioa!ch crops account for rendy. this is rouonety done by blo-
USA TODAY t~rs of Arneric.a's Brian Sansori. -It about half the soybeans produced tech firms on a volunr..uy basIS, 

.1150 realfinru ct\a the technology in the USA and a third of the com. II> The FDA will make c1.tU sub
. .. Agovernment strategy to bolster and its products are sa.&!... Critics f!ar lJJlfi:nseen eft!cts on mined bY the biotech cpmp.anies. 

consumer confidence in genetic.a.lly Consumer ac:tvoc::ates are not so health and the environment includingresu.lts or tem on the 
modified fbods wiU provide in- !ure. -It's iriadequ.are: says Mi- Highlights 01 the pW\. which is to products and the ageocy's OpUllOOS 
fomw:ion on products befilre they ('had Hansen 01 Consumers Union. be outlined as a proposed res- on the dau.. avadatie to the pubtic. 
hit the martcet But it stops short 01 "It's a st!1' i:lrward. but it still does ulation this 1'i1.II: • II> The FDA WlU develop g1.J.Ide-
mandating specific tests or labeIirII ricX ~ 1abetiI\I.. . . .. The Food and Drug Admiri- tines' for ~II.1.beIing as to 
of genetically engineered foods. The plan is a ~ to grow- straOon will develop a propoQlto whether bod contain ge-

The plan. our ~ is "a iJ-. consumer concern OYer. the. ' require companies to noCify the nedcaIIy . organr.sms. 
very positive step the adnunistra- s.affty tX.crops t:h.aC are a1tmd ge-. ~ .. least 120 days beift joe Mmdelson of the Center for 
riO'" ic: ,."a,;.... to enhance openness " netically to fi~ off disease and they IntrOduc:! genericaIJy a1tmd Food Soif!(y. m environmental and 
i ~ of fOOd bilXechnol- ¥fithsund apptiations tX herbi- products into the b:ld ~ Cur- COIlSl.llTlef ~ group that. 

petitioIled the FDA for strortger 
~ says N a1thougn the 

.12()..day naatiaticn ~t 
is wela:.JITIe, "We dal't think con
sultation ortal~ with the FDA is, 
(the same a l ~ This 1e.J\l'e$ co 
the ind1Isay wn... to trsl Ix Th.u's. 
totally iNdequ.a... .. 

The adnuriStrtltiJn's il'lln..trM 
won't"ClaDUptish thelDolA 0( shor· 
ing up CDnSU1W!I' conndenc!. !ttN!f 
here in the Us.. or abro.Id." says 
M.vgarrr MftJon 0( the. Uraon 0( 
Conc:erned SaerIisa. -E~ .tnd 

jap.m oft ~ I.1betirc .tnd 
stl'tqI!I' ~~ For u1 to . 
enter the·1I'IZri\.J:xlNI ~ 
with WNItaK' sysums tI'\m .our 
.......ti ..... IUf"f'Nf"l doesn't seen. ~ 
;r;~~.. 

8la 11m wilLlrd ct the N.<1tXlNI 
Food P'r'or:l's5an AsSOC\.D:)n s.IY' 
the· DfOOOS.o1I WlU buDd consumet' 
.cont1deia: "Wt\a Ns befn·~ \/01

utY proc!dI.ft in the p;ISl. roN 
~ It will be ~ Qr I'TlOr'! 
~~ 50 those W!1h 
m ia'ImeSt in this em look if. It. 

http:proc!dI.ft


p' 1Seeks to 
Boost Oversight· 
ofGenetically 
Modified Foods 
I Biotech: Rims would have to 
notify the FDA before introducing: 
new gene-altered items. But 
Idvocacy groups say itdoes tittle . 
:or consumers.; 

Jy MELINDA FUlMER 
·I~IES STAff \if RITER 

The Clinton administration unveileit 
;Ians Wednesday to tighten federal over

· ight of genetically engineered food ancl 
lrovide more detailed inlormation about 
hese ~~ucts to the public in a move de-
Ig' , boost consumer confidence in 

· .gr. J biotechnology. . 
Unaer the new propoSal. expected to be· 

orne final next fall. biotechnology compa· ' 
.Ies would have to notify the Food .. Dru@r 
\dministraUon four months before intZ'O"· 
lucinga new gene-altered food or animal 
eed. and provide scientific evidence t(1 
'rove the item's safety. That inlClnnatiorl 
ould be provided- to consumers on the! 
DA's Web site. Currently, this notitic.· 
)n IS voluntary, and consumers must sut>, 
It a written Freedom of Wonnation Act 
quest to access much of the data on bio, 
ch crops. 
The agency won't require fOod compa.. 

.ell to label food that contains geneUca.l1)' 
.:odified organisms. someth.in, that. CQDo" 

umer groups and some legislaton haVtl 
'le'en pushing for. Because theplaa dOeID'; 
equire additional testing or labeliD& COQi" 
umer and environmental groupe·., i•• 
:oes little for consumers. 

·'This plan is Ute fat-free food," said Dr. 
· tebe<:ca Goldburg. a senior scientist at En-, 

Ironmental Defense. a nonpro(it group.. 
[t's not very good, and there isn't much 
ubstance." ' 
. The FDA will. however. draft a set 0" 
:uldelines for food compani" that want tc, 
lbel t '" -'.. products as beinl free of GMo.. 
"[ tr 'ome natural·foodl companietl 

. re I ,tting that c:Ia.i..m on their label" 
he gwutelinei would make food companiee 

PI_ lee FOOD. Cl4:" 

LA 


LOS A~GELES Tl'"tES 

FOOD 
Continued from Cl , 
adhere to a uRlversaJ set of guIde
lines deSigned to be "truthful and 
Informative," 

"Right now, there are no gwde-
Ime! for what G MO-free IS,"· says 
\1tchael Phillips •.dlrector of food 
and agriculture of the 8iotechnol
ogy Industry Orgamzation. a 
Washington trade group. "We 
need to develop a threshold be
cause you can't have zero-tolerance 
[for genetically modified ingredi
ents]; It'S just not possIble." 

[n addition .to the changes pro
posed by the FDA. 'the Department 
of Agnculture will also begtn con
ductlng Its own research to certtly 
thatsclentlfic tests designed to de
tect the presence of bioengtneered 
Ingredients,ln foods are accurate. 
And It WlU begtn accrediting labo
ratones that use these tests. 

Since the early 19909. the.FDA 
has treated genetically engtneered 
crops Just like any other foods. AI 
long as the genes transferred prO

. duce proteins already in the food 
supply, the agency does not require 
pre-market approval or SpecIal la
belin,. 

nte food industry. which has opo 
posed labeI.inI on the grounds that 
it would be too expenJlve and turn 
orf consumen. applauded the plan. 

"It enhances the openness and 
'transparency of the regulation of 
food biotechnology. While at the 
same time reaffirmIng that the 

technology IS safe," says Bnan San
soni. semor m'anager ior publIC 

'policy at the Grocery ~1anufac
turers of Amenca: 

Officials of the· group hope to 
weigh I" on the guideltne~ for 
G:VlO-free claims. to make sure 
they don't Imply supetlority, 
They'd like to see the FDA allprove 
[abels similar to those used on hor
mone-free milk. whIch contaIn a 
disclaimer that the hormone has 
not been demonstrated a nsk to hu
man health. 

The FDA expects to offiCially 
propose the guidelines and begIn 

. accepting public comment this fail. 
Genetically modified crops. 

which began hitting the U.S. mar
ket in 1995. are deSIgned to reSISt 
certain pests and herbicides or to 
stay fresher longer. ~ore than half 

. of the soybeans planted last year 
and 30% of the com were made 
from biotech seeds. and through 
ous and sweeterien those products 
Wind up in a huge number of proc:
essed products from com chIps to 
soft drinks. 

To date. there ts no sclenufic evi· 
dence that genetically modIfied 
food ,poses a threat to human 
health. However. critICS charge 
that there hasn't been enough re
search done to say that conclu
mely. A paneLof the National 
Academy of Sciences recently con-' 
eluded that although genetIcally 
engmeered food is baSically safe. 
the potenual exIsts for. unde51rable 
effects such as aller81c reactIons 
and higher tOIlCtty. 

Because of :h:; ;;o:t>~::a!. lOV

err.mental a~e!1C:6 ;·.;c~ H',~~'Er.
vlronm~r,tal P~o:t'c::or. ..Ui~r.C·' 
have started ft'V.t'W::11l ::-'e:,' ~I:'I\~
latory pollc:es i0f :-):o',"'c:-, :OUlH, 

And the admlnlstnt:or. ,s ;:ar::';-'lJ 
Its own six-month ~~'1:t'W .)( :'":e <':1
vironmental re~'..llat:ons ,1",3 I: :-.g' 
Wlth genetically alterer1 c::ops. 

"We need better ~oorrhr,at:on 
between the three .lller.c:e'>, and ',I,e 
need to make iure thev·re J.l 
equately funded so they can get re· 
search done," says Cliff Gabriel. <l 

deputy director ofthe adminiStra
tion's Office of Science and Tech
nology Pohcy. ''The blote<:h icene 
IS moving so rapidly we :1et!t1 :0 . 
make sure the re$urch keeps:;l 
Wlth all that." 

http:someth.in
http:geneUca.l1




A. proposed rule on standardized testing, and possibly the 
identity preservation of grains, will.be published in the 
Federal Register in the "next three to four months~ for 
suggestions and comments from the public, Figueroa said. 

«washington.commodsenergy.newsroom@reuters.comll 
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solid trade· 
I' " 

to follow 
wrQenfry·
'. " • "I" I 

By J08N LE1:CESTE.: .. i 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
.BBLJ1NG- U.s. 8Jld Chineea 

buaiDea8ee looked fo~8J'd to 
mom stable tl'Sde, China'i guvem
meat Upl e8I1egll~~pe fOJ" clO8et'
ties Viitli Was' .an and Chi- . 
all'! . Dei~bora' spoke of better 

· proapeda for peace 1U\er the U.S. 
HouSa aplJl'tM:d perliDaDent trade 
ties witli lIeijing. " . . 
. Support came from a wida ~

trum. t:hina'a'gover'ument ~ed 
the . U.S .. House '~ote· -Wise.· 
Sbarea in companiea tmpec:ted to '. 

. 	 • lIE iii . C!:!':!cs: f::: . 
Go 10' '.: .,:le·d.· ,,'mode.~· 
"'inobH.qt~. rii.8e1. OD . Chl-.: 
for mara on the " DNIe stock mar- . 
. China trade" ... \.... k.eiI.·P'or· Chi"f' 
',_.-: . Dele and' U.S.I-. . . '.' bl'lIineuee, the 

. . '. .:. ,,' ellei of lU1I1ual. 
· divisiva coag:resaiow debatae.CD . 
"China'i trade atat;ua promiaed: 
~Ilter ItabWty. .' . ' '.:' 

· But· while weIc:.o¢inl ~edna. 
dais vote, the BeijiDgleadel1lhip .

I ll888iled a provision, in the House 
.legialatlon to eetabliah IL commiJt. 
'SiOD to monitor Cb.ina'. humaD 

and laboirigbta. 'nie U.a~Senata 


..• sWl must approve the maaaure 

for It to taka effect. . '. '. ' . 
· ChiDa protested tID tha U.s. p- . 
erumeDt and -We re~e the 
right to take fltfth8l' act1OD11,. For
eip Ministry .Ipokeewomu . 
ZhiLq Qiyue s8id. . . 

.~ :.:But d88Rj~' u..aDpr,. Zhaq' 
I' 'fndica&ed 'BeiJiIur wOufclliOGO!' itll 
i : agreemeD\ .with .th,· United.. 
'j Stat.ee in November to opeD Chi

na's markat& 	 . 
. Notin. U.S. COIIU:8rD11 about 
~iD(. truatworlhiaeae, chief 
Chinese WTO nel~tiat.or Lolli 
Yongtu &lao said "('Jhina will un

. d0u6tedly carry out all ita proJDi&. 
ea made in tbe WTO nego~ia
tiona,· state media reported. 

Beijiq'e anger DIrer the buma.a . 
righ~ COmmiseiOD had been u
pected. For weekil, China bad 
~ Congruu to ezt8ild UDCOIl- . 
ditioaal permanent. normal uade 
relatioDl, b~t U.S" ~cia1e said. 
the mOl11tonag COlDJaiuiOD "'u 
oecB881l1'J to wiD i:JVet waverina 
lep1atoi'l to enaure the vote WI> 
ee8ded. . " 

II I I 

~_ ...-__11 __' _1.___L~",~..:aifgQ'1f\l~lrell 


ciatioa of KeaJtora said. lieve the lo'ed will b008t lDtereet 
/uJ. upswing in m~ ratee rate.' higher lathe comiog 

helped account· for the declJ.nBi Jl:lontbe to &Jaw the 9a)Domy to a 

F~rm:'DiSaster bai1o~t to help 

s~t~,::v~ey;~~ 4.i"tP·y· dise~e 


• " ,,' I::·.·····. ,,". " 

,CO~froIII~C1·i· ~', 'tCrell~znWure~analaP' . 
glaasy.wib.nd ahUp4hooter.· a '.~ faced 00 8uwrroblema. 
pest tbat(t.6nateDa toc:arry the .' More than half 0 the mea- . 

· devutaUllg . Pierce'. diaease' 'aura, $8.2 bUlloD, will pa,y for ad

Lhroup .oicharda: and yin&-·· dittoDal crop insurance aubai

yards. . . ' .' . dies for the next ave yean. The 

. ·About 600 acres oC'JUv8f1ride" governmeDt already apenda 


County ,vineyards already have , fougbJy $1 billion a )'1!ar Bub81' 

·been 1000t to tbe bacteria tnreata-'dizing premiums, but maoy 

· tiou.' which baa been detected.':.rumen 8till buy only the laweet 
· movin.l north aloag. with the·.' : amount of c:ovvage. ., 
· brOWD~e4, .half-inch-loag; :,:' ~~9Dt will piek up 

leaf-hoppmginsec:t:· ,..' ".::::'.. ;159~·of·tha premium for the 
. -rhia, ill an epidemic' of UJik·: moat commoD type ofcrop insUr

known proport1oDl.· said Rep •. ::' anee, up fromt.be C\U1'e!1t 4~ 
Gary COodit, a een. Democrat. ahan. .'." .: '.' 

. who alao eanaI 011 the House ~ .', Ina c:hann lOught by Sunkiat 
· ricu1tura Committee.·~e have';'. and other tallfornia c:o-opera- ~ 
· a real problem all our banda and .·ttvar, the measure alao wW per- . 
· must iaake rrrfSt'! afl'ori·ta COil- .: mit the blgco-opa to buy subal· 
· tain and coDtrol migration' of, diIed iDIIuranCB to make avail
thia iDf'eatatiOIl.- .' .. Able to rarmera.· , 

The new federal f\mda are 8!!P" . An additioDal S7.1 bUlion 
". poeecl,to balp the'Califomia oe.::.I.':sa-for~J the kind of ad 
, partmell\ of ·Pood, and 'Agrlcu1.'~';"\ IlOc ~ reUaf that lawmak- . 
.. ~·~aJtor for theearlle&t· " !'fI My they \ftDt to stop piovid

I1gDl1 o( the dieeall8 and ... In-: ~., . .' 

· apect DUI'Il8I'1 atock prior to~·. '. The· bilCgest chunk' o( tbil 

· meat.··,,: .,.. . ;',.;: £arm aid ia not wJ(eted. ID
. Unfortunatel,. 'lawmaken ... stead. Coagreea hal lunply dou

.. mDced•. in tbelesw,ation. wbile:' bled the su= payment.. al-una inJect is a maJor problemreadyBChed for all cotton 
... the .lImlnsti~ Of the lDsect" . ~ce imd grain _grow,era enroll;! 
would Dot· allminata the dis- 1A tbecuntll1tFreedom ta FUm 

earc;;.~ l~~'~~~~:,: ·.~~u the third 1tTaish~ 
the Houae i118Iliectecl to take up. year that Coagrea haa ~rovid
lOUD Il fiIcal 2001 qricultu.re 8d emergency farm reUef, with 
ependiaJ bill tha~ lncludea'2 t.b'I1!C8Il~ ~ total DOW at 

, 	 aUlliOD for Uai~ ofCalifGl..!- :,123 billlOll·.. . ' . 
~. 	 Ilia-bued .Pierce', . cu.eue·~·· Wbea Consreu lut touched 

eearch;. another .1.1 ini1Hoa (or 
r 

the c:n»p inlurance procram, 1D 
Airlcwtural Reeean:h s.vu:. 1994, the stated lnt.entiOD \IF" 
work and additiollal ·help· abo to get out oC\h. buaine•• at 
~ a COllttnrencY fund. . pruYi~ annual farm diluter 
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Beagle ~ards US. from badbugs 
By Carter Douaherty 
'ME WASM'NOTCN TIMES 

Getting busted by Iika M. 
Matthes and her partner, Comet, at 
Dulles International Airport does 
not typically traumatize weary 
trans-Atlantic fliers. Some of them 
even find it fun. 

Ms. Matthes is a "canine offi
cer" with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture:s "Beal~le Brigade." 
And Comet is a friendly beagle 
with a nose for illegal imports of 
plant and animal products. 

Their work begins when the 28
year·old Ms. Matthes leads 2112
year-<lld Come.t to the handbag or 
swtcase of an Incoming passenger 
In the baggage claim area for inter
national flights. Every so often 
Comet sits next to a bag. .' . 

It is a "passive response" Comet 
has been trained to exhibit when . 
his keen senses detect what might 
be contraband. . 

"Do you have any fresh fruits or 
vegetables with you?" Ms. Matthes 
asks the passenger, who often is 
more interested in the cute beagle 
than the unifonned officer. . 

Ifthe answer is no, she is usually 
able to establish f&dy quickly that 
the passenger had produce before 
landing in the United States, and 
the matter ends there. If the an
swer is yes, she will' record the de
tails on the passer)ger's customs 
declaration card. The goods are 
confiscated when~the passenger 
leaves the customs area, and later . 

. incinerated .. An attempt to hide 
products whose inlport is illegal 
can result in a 5250 fine. . 

"It's best just to declare any and. 
all foods you carry in," Ms. Matth- . 
es said. . 
. Ms. Matthes is part of the Plant 
Protection and Quarantine pro
gram of the Anil'naland Plant 
Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS). This divisiOD of the agri
culture depanment is responsible 
for ensuring that potentia.Uy de
structive pests do not make their 
way into the United States via un

'. witting airline pasSengers .. 
The 1919 Mediterranean fruit 

fly infestation in CalifOrnia prob
ably startedwhen an international 
t.:.-aveler brought "wonny fruit" 
into the United States, according to 
the APHIS Web site. The problem 

Comet Sits to alert Ms. Matthes after detecting the smell of lrult Insid~ 
the bag of a newly arrived passenger (above). Ms. Matthes . 
congratulates Comet (below) after he detected contraband. 

Washington at Work is a regular istry. Because a science back

"Wishin . 
.... otnn':.' °"it 

was 3. 1 was always the arumaJ coi. 
lector:' she said. "the does, the 
cats. the rabbits, the fish ... you 
get the idea." . 

Ms. Matthes came to the Job in 
the summer of 1995. Her mother 
knew somecine in the Dulles office .. 
She graduated from Virginia 1ech 
that same year with nunon in ani
mal sciences. biology and chem

feature that focuses on the people . ground was a requirement fortook three years and $100 million 
behind areabusinuses and gov APHIS officers. she was well'to clean up. 
ernment. suited to a job that is, fundamen. Though Ms. Matthes has other 

tally, about catching pesu. .duties, like operating the APHIS 
. After a 13-week t:ra.ining coline .. X·ray machine and inspecting pas that hides a real jokester:' she said. at John F. ~Medy Airport III Newsengers' luggage, she clearly rel "If he were a human. he'd stick his Yon:, she was qualltied to won: as ishes working wi'lb COmet, whom leg out to trip someone walking a canine officer. Now, for avershe regards as a trusted partner . down the aisle." three ofher five yean with APHIS. who happens to be a dog, and And Ms. Matthes knows herani

whose personalit1' she knows weD. mala. '. 
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,Brazil gears up for key ruling onGM,corn imports 

By Jeremy Smith 
RIO DE JANEIRO, June 29 (Reuters) - A Brazilian government 

,mmission should rule this week on the safety of importing 
,net~cally-modified= corn, possibly paving the way for a major 

I?olicyshift on GM foods from South America's farming giant. 
The National BiosafetyCommission (CTNBio) will end a 

three-day meeting on Friday, when it will issue its views on 
the public he,alth impact of animal and human consumption of any 
of the 13 varieties of GM corn currently on the market. 

Brazil outlaws genetically altered crops and is the 
hemispt;,ere's last major !grains competitor to the United St'ates, 
to hold out as an anti-GM bastion -. while neighboring 
Argentina i~ .lready,the world's second largest GMproducer, 
particularly of corn and so'ybeans. ' 

The commission is widely expected to approve imports of GM 
corn, one 'of the fe ....' agricultural commodities where Brazil's 
production is insufficient to mee,t local demand. 

CTNBio cautiously recommends a national policy favoring 
transgenics and autho,rizes some limited testing of GM crops. 

"We will make a detailed analysis of each of the varieties 
of corn," said CTNBio's president Leila Macedo Oda. "We haven't 
received notification from any country that there have been , 
iJroblems, with the consumption' of genetically-modified corn." 

"This technologJI' (GM) is irreversible, but there has to be 
an effective control so that society can live with it without 
running risks," she told reporters earlier this month. 

Despite growing more than 30 million tonnes of its own corn 
a yea~, Brazil still imports to meet internal demand. This 
ear: due to a drought over the southern farmlands, demand is 

-",xpected to exceed siupply by at least. ,two milli()n tonnes. 
, But in recent weeks government authorities, alerted by , 

international envirc,nmental group Greenpeace,have turned back 
at least, two cargoe!i of Argentine corn from Brazilian ports as 
the grains ,were fouild to be genetically, modified., 

Greenpeace said Thursday its activists would dress as ,cooks 
and demonstrate thrclughthe afternoon outside the CTNSio 
meeting to demand "t:ransparency- in the commission's decision~ 

Although the views of C'mBio will be paramount for Brazil, ' 
to authorize entry ()f any-GM corn, the final decision will ,rest 
with the Agriculture! Ministry -- which specifically asked the 
commission to look nt imports from the O.S. and Argentina. ' 

If Brazil does eventually approve GM corn, the next obvious 
policy step would,bqto authorize wide-scale planting and. 
presumably, exports o! soybeana. Brazil is the world's second 
largest soybean producer after the United States. 

But analysts toc,k a more skeptical,' line, , stressing' that 
whatever this week; II technical decision of the commission, turns 
out to be, the Agri.:ulture Ministry' - - where the buck stops -
st.ill appears ~o be rigid in ,ita anti-aM policy. ' 

"It' s politically senSitive but corn and soy are related' 
cases, If said Flavio Franca, chief soybean analyst at lelld'ing 
grains consultancy ,Safras,e Mercado. "The government'. poliCY' 
applies to all transgenic products in general.

"I! they allow (GM) corn imports, consequently soybeans are 
included in thatprocess~ But it's, not them (CTNSio) in chatg'e 
because it'll then go to the Agriculture Ministry,"he said. 

Franca pOinted to a court decision late Wednesday which 
upheld a consumer-led injunction slapped on u.s. biotechnology , 
and agribusiness giant Monsanto Co. <MTC.N> in 199', which bans 
-:..,-- _II ~ .... m. Ontlntiu!') Readv soybeans in Brazil. 

. ;. 



UN-Biotech,OJ6i 
US: debate over bi.otech food ignoces i to human; ta nan pc·ten t iQry 

UN[TED .NI\TlONS (lIP) Tne U.S.agr cuLr:.ure secretary l.ngecl 
supporters and detractors of geneti~alLy engLneered G06d Monday to 
focus on the benefits biotechnology can have In feeding the growing 
world population. . 

With 800 millLon people chronically hungry and the world's 
population expected to hit 9. billion in 50 years, 'we have to do 
something to squee;,:e tl1gher yields out of fewer and fewer acres, 
Dan Glickman told a panel discussion of the U.N. Economic and 
Social Council. 

Glickman said biotech foods must be part' of the answer, since 
they can not only increase the quantity but the quality of food. 

Genetically engIneered crops lncluding corn, cotton and 
soybeans have become popular in the Unlted States over the pa.st 
few yeats because of the increased yield5. 

But they have met increased consumer resistance in Europe and 
Asia. Critics of the crops, which are resistant to h~rbicides or 
insects, say that there isn't ~nough known about thelr impact on 
health and the enVironme~t. 

Glickman decried what he called the loud, contentions, 
trans-Atlantic food Eight" that has ensued, sayi.ng both supporters 
and detractors of biotech had lost sight of Lts potential to ease 
hunger in the d~veloping world . 

. 'Many of the opponents, frankly, can afford the luxury of their 
opposition; they don't have to worry about food insecurity SLnce 
they·live in prosperous, agricuLturally abundant societles," he 
said. 

But Glickrndn also cri.ticLZed biotech',:; proponents; the 
multinational ::orpOC:1LLOnS that dre deveLopLnq the q.::·oducts 
saying th(~ir f:)CU5 Oel pro~it '...Jd? dlso missulq r:<1e ~)(1~n[. 

[t t h (:? .,' ,'. () 0 k t 'I e l 0 fl q e r v i. e '.-, the y m i. q h t. see U \ c: ben e f i. t 0 f 
foe using 0 n L hc: cl e v (> lop i nq w 0 r L d not ius l d S a CJ e s r. u reo f 
corporate clciz.enstllp but because such an i.nvestment wi.ll 
ultimately pay dividends as developing countries mdl~re into 
reliable customers," he Send. 

[n his speech, Clickman also announced a dLes LCJ':!million new 
package of faem aid invoLvi.ng 350,000 metric tons oE wheat, corn 
and rice to Afghanistan, Kenya and Horn of Afrlca~ nations hit by 
drought. 
AP-NY 07-L7-00 202lEDT 

Cop Yr:t ~l h ;: (c.: ; 2000 T h CO! 1\ oj () C 1. ,1 l ::>::1 Pre s s 
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(a) 	 GNO!l: Glick.l'lHln !!ays .Kraft' 3 tilCO sr.etl :ecall "ilpprOpCla.te" 

Sy Charle3 H. feathec3tone, BrldgeNews 

'Na!lhlngton--Sept. 2.5--Kraft foods has "acted approprlately" by recalling 


:aco !lhell!l that may contaln:a type of,genetlcally englneered corn not approved 
for human consumption, USDA secretary Dan Glickman told repon:e;, Monday. 

Gllckman !!ald that food and Drug Admlni!ltratlon is monltoring the !!ltuation 
and the taco ,hells--licen!!ed from Taco Bell--need to be removed from the food 
supply sY!ltem. 

"Kraft ha!l, handled It well," Glickman !!aid of the recall. 
La!lt week, con3umer and anti-GMO watchdog group!! !!ald they di3covered small 

quantttles an allergen-llke protel.n in Taco Bell taco !lhe'l13. ThEi protel.n come3 
from a type of GMO corn only approved for anl.mal feed. ' , 

Gllckman !!aid that graln !legregation method3 needed to be tightened to, 
ensure that the unapproved corn'doe3n't work,lt!! way into the human food chain 
OIgain. 

When asked about ongolng negotiation!! between the admini3tration and 
Congre!!!! over the fi!lcal 2001 agriculture appropriatl.on!! bill, Glickman :'aid 
that USDA was "still working with OHa" on farm,lo!!s as!listance figure3 and USDA 
had no tlmetable for .. hen final emergency as!!i!!tancEi numbers would be available. 

, The last '60 days .. ere critical in measurl.ng how much 'emergency farm aid 
·..ould be necessary, Gl ickman sal.d, noting pO!!,slbl~ rain damage of the dur,um 
'",heat crop in North Da,k:ota and ongoing drought damage in the south. 

The Senate has approved roughly $2 billion In emergency aid for fiscal 
2001, whlle the House has not. Glickman sal.d he couldn't recommend the 
presldent !lign any 3pe,nding the fails to adequately fund USDA and provide 
disaster assistance. End . 
[Begin BridgeLinks] 

Charles H. Featherstone, BridgeNews, Tel: 202-220-]72~ 
Send comments to qrain~brldge.com 

To see other seorles on ehi!l subject, double click on 
Mp.dia:llN-eWSSearch::/source-mAr/HLonly/sering-GMOs/go/Search 

http:qrain~brldge.com
http:measurl.ng
http:appropriatl.on
http:ilpprOpCla.te


USDA says better job needed in segregating biotech crops 

;vASHINGTON. Sept 25 (Reu:ers) -. Agriculture secretary Dan 
Glickman said Monday I:hat Kraft Foods Inc's <MO.N> recall of 
taco. shells containinq- an unapproved biotech corn variety 
showed the government has to do a better job of segregating 
gene-spliced grains and· commodities. 

"We've got to do il -.better job of segregating those 
commodities to make sur.that ... we basically protect people 
from things that haven't'been approved," Glickman told 
reporters after speaking at a hunger forum. 

He also praised the Food and Drug Administration for 
keeping a close eye on the situation. . 

"The FDA is monit{)ring the situation very closely, very 
carefully." Glickman sa+d. "I don't think there is any public 
health and safety issue here but the fact is the product has 
not been approved for human consumption. It should not be 
served. " 

Kraft announced the recall on Friday after finding evidence 
that a v(iriety of Bt corn approved only for animal feed was in 
some taco shells it manufactured. The corn has not been allowed 
in human 'food because of scientists 'worry that it might be an 
allergen. 

The USDA, FDA and Environmental ~rotection Agency share 
responsibility for resrulating biotech foods. The USDA has 
authority over farm field testing of new biotech crops, while 
the EPA is responsible for evaluating crops that have been 
genetically altered to repel pests. 

The FDA is now fin.alizing rules that will mandate 
consultations between. agency scientists and food companies 
developing ne~ varieties of gene-spliced products. Currently, 
tho.se consultations are voluntary. 

The agency is alsc' working on guidelines for food 
manufacturers who want to add a'label indicating whether a food 
does or does not contain a gene-modified ingredient. 

Another speaker at the hunger meeting, the Rockefeller 
Foundation's Gordan Conway, said the U.S. government should 
require labels on genetically modified food. 

"I believe there is a large consumer demand for it. It's as 
simple as that," said the head of the philanthropic group which 
supports the development of biotech crops to help improve 
yields in the Third World. 

Conway also said he did not believe biotech food presented 
any "serious health hazard." 

( (washington. commodsenergy. newsroom@reuters . com) ) 
REUTERS 

Rtr 14:49 09-25-00 
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3'1 :~arie3 H. ~eather,c~ne: 3rldgeNew3 
':las"l:qC:ln--Oct:. 2-~'J, 5.·, en'!l::lr~-:\enc:d oI.nd ~~Jd oI.r.d "ir'~::J :eq'..liol.1::lr3 '~houlj 

:~n3:~er :Jar::::q che promor:::ln :It ~'..l:'.1.:e b~o:ech :")ods ~n::: :t:eyhol.ve !:leen 
oI.;::p::::lved :~r ~'..lr:fan C:J03ump1:'~::>n 01.3 a ·.Jay co ::::lJ3t ,:;::>nS'.1,;::er ::mt::ience 1n cr,e 
:·:)od s'-IppL"/. US:A 5ecrecary Dan GllCK..uan sald :!onday. 

'::;l~c:<","":',an 'Ja! re'pondlng :0 ,,'.1e!C10n, :r")m :epor:er, ab:Juc '-'SOA', 

snnouncemenc Fr~:iay ::r:&c Aven:i, CropSclences ~lll buy alL of C!"11' jear', crep 

o~ Scar~lnk Clrn ::Jrown by U.S. farmer, becaU3e crace3,of :r:e corn--whlCh has 

:1ot been oI.ppro'/ed tor, human c:Jn,umptlon--wa, flund 1n cJrn:nerclallj avallable 

proce'3ed food" ' 

Accordlng co Kelt!", Pltt" senior aide to Glickman for blOtechnology. USDA 
and ~2A 3cepped ln la'c ~eeK co :equlre Aventl' co purcha,e allot 1e, StarLlnK 
corn af:er :he two age,ncle, became concerned chat t~e company '.la' not ,llvlng '..:p 
::l :':3 l:,:enslnq aqreement :::> pre'/ent the crop fr:m eneerl:1q the h'J,:t',an food 
3'/3tem, 

~1::5 5ald:~e purchase--whlch he e,t:mated c~stlng Aventls s~mewhere 
:'ec'.Jeen ;90 ::nll::Jn and S HlO mlll1on--'./lll be ::\anaqed by 'JSOA', Commodli:y 
C:edlt CorpOratl~n: (CeCl .:::C :..tl11 store all of the C:lrn ;-Intll Aventls pre3ent' 
a pLan :~ jispose of the corn, ~lther far ethanol manufacture or a3 anlmal teed, 

~at~ Rand, C~-Coo!:::1lnator of GE food Alert'.:I u, S, campalqn. told BrldqeNew, 
~onday that ~e was plaa,ed thae USDA and ~?A acted to have Avencl' purchase che 
en:l=e crop, but sald such ~ea3~res were no substltute tar rlqorou, te'tlnq and 
$cronqer requlat10n by the EPA and fDA. 

''';le'"e 'Fery dlsapPolnted './lch fDA," ?and ,ald, "They are noc tak.inq Chl' a' 
seriou,ly ad they should." 

Rand sald that there :..tould be further problem3 wlth unapproved biotech 
crop' ln the food 'Y3tem. a3 lonq a, companie3 were allowed to police chem3elve,. 

Accordlnq to _Pitt3, fDA hiu confirmed the presence of StarLink.',,. 

genet1cally altered DNA ln the Taco 3ell taco 'he1l3 orl:'llnally teJted by ehe 

con,umer ~nd envlronmental group.:!. 


Pltt' ,aid that fDA ha3 not ~ound any trace, of a suspect proteln produced 

'0'/ the StarLlnk corn. :'he ;:lroteln p03'e"e3 chemical. propertle3 ,unilaL' to 

Known f:lod allerqen3, and :..thlle StarLink corn 15 not known to caU3e any 

allerglc reactlon3 1n people, che pre3ence or the proteln has held up its 

approval. ln human 'food. 


5tarLtnKCorri is one of eiqht diffe'rent types of Bt corn, WhlCh u,e a gene 
f:om a bacterlum to produce a "natural" ln3ecttc:.de de3lqned co ward off the 
European corn borer -tleetLe. larva. of the approved t'/pe" It l' the only form. of 

. GMO corn that articul.ate3 an allerqen-like proteln. End 

http:ln3ecttc:.de
http:t:eyhol.ve


USDA ceimbucses ccuie: gco'Her:s hur': by ci.e:::us canker: 

WASHINGTON. Oce: '17 (Reue:ers) - t"lorlda [::tll': :JrO'Hers 
devastae:ed by e:he ded~~ucilve cie:rus canker e:his crop season 
are eligible for fede~i!'l rE!imbursemene: of up to $4,004 per acre 
for their losses. U.S. Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman said 
Tuesday. ., 

Glickman said eligiele owners wlll receive $26 per tree . 
with a cap ranging bet~...een $2.704 to $4,004 per acre depending 
on the tree type 

Citrus canker is a bacteria that does not harm humans, but 
is highly contagious for fruit trees and can lead to huge 
economic losses in cit:rus orchards. Symptoms on infected citrus 
plants include brown, raised lesions surrounded by an oily, 
water soaked base and ,1 yellow ring or halo. 

"This assistance is critically needed to help .reduce the 
economic effect of the citrus canker quarantine on affected 
commercial citrus growt~rs in Florida." Glickman said in a 
statement. 

"More than 700.000 commercial citrus trees have been 
destroyed so far to coniliat this devastating outbreak." he 
added. 

Glickman sald the USDA also plans to publish soon a. 
proposed rule that will include compensatory payments for 
commercial citrus growers who have or will incur income losses 
due to regulatory actions taken to eradicate citrus canker. 

((Randy Fabi ,Washi.ngton Commodities. 202-898-8394. fax 
202-863-1049)) 

REUTERS 
Rtr 18:42 10 17-00 

: SUBJECT: DOAG BEVG USA. 
copyright (c)· 2000 Reuters 
Received by NewsEDGE/LAN: 10/17/20006:54 tlM 
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,":-:q~;:eeced cC>c;;. '",fiich has been dPp~o'/ed ):1~/ ::): :l.n~;!1al. consu.'':'.?tlon. ~as be;n 

C(;::\.'T\l:1gLed ''''lI::h corn llsed for hu:nan ::);:Sl:~?:~:)n. Lead:':lg :0 a recall of the 

:,:>::1 and threats_ from ~r:1port'!rs ':.:-.3.': '::1ey :nay :"'.alt ::::-:etr oUYl.n') of U. S. com. 
. 	 .' 

"ilhl.~e t!1ere ma;:be~ litl:le bE? t:1 c:"'.e very short: :er:n, ovecall. 1.f we 

act quickly 1:0 find I:his corn, aCI: ~n good Eau:h. leI: the world know' our 

exports of t~l.S corn and that the corn was not lr1l:ended for hu.man consu.mpl:ion.

1: ''''e work w1.t:' fo::ei9n gover::1J1\ents, r would ;:hinlc It ''''ould not. only be a 
:legative. il: c:::uLd become a poslt.i·;e, til "erms of ot.:'er part.s of ':.he world 
believing tt':al: ''''e' re on t.op of t!1e s ~tuat.ion." Gl ickman sa1.d 1n an 1.nl:erVl.ew on 
the sidelines of the Business Council meeting :'ere. 

StarLink cc>rn prod~ces it.s own insecticide from bacteria genes grafted into 
·t~e plant.'s DNA. ~reated by Aventis CropSclences, a unit of the ~rench 
?harmaceutical firm AVenl:is SA. the corn ''''as r:OI: 3.p?ro·/ed for· h:.:man consu.mpti:::n 
because of tne 90tentl.al riSk of al~erglc reactions in ~u.'T\ans but was cleared 
for 	use as an animal feed. 

The cor~ variety has been involved in recent food recalls Ln the Unl.ted 
States. and earlier th(s week Japanese offLcial~ announted that traces had been 
found in abaki:1g mix called "Home Made 3akt'ng." Japanese importers said t.:.ey 
~ay 	temporarily halt their U.S. corn 9urchases unt1.1 Lt is guaranteed to be' 
:ree of the hybrid . 

.. rt 	''''auld be logic:al to assu.me that. some geople t:.at are buying our product 
...,ould be asking questLons.·' Glickman said. "But. r do not. believe'this will have 
any 	mediu.m- or long-term negatl.ve effect on agricult.ure or agricult.ure sales 
overseas. 

"We 	 need to get. it: out of the potential Eood supply, and that.'s what we've 
been doing by helpLng the company identify ...,here the corn LS and gettl.nq l.t. 
into other :narket.s," l\e said. 

Glickman's aides said all bul: 1.2 mill1.on bushels of ch1.s year's 80 mill~on 
bushels of StarLink ce·rn in the market have been located. Glick.man said the 
recovery of the corn is expected to :ost between 580 ml.llion and 5100 million, 
and 	much of that. cost. will be passed :::n to Avent.ls. 

"r personally don't. believe that t::1~S represents 3.ny health concerns for 
~he 	publiC, but on t:'e ot.her hand, It has not been approved for human 
consumption, so we can,not let it. cut t::ere Eor that process, A Ca~ckman said. 

He said the USDA in t.he last. 24 :'ours has notl.fied export.ersof what chey 
:nust do Ln order to sl1.ip the product safely. 	 . 

While the USDA is finding t.his year's corn, last. ,ye~r's crop will be harder 
co locate and pullout: of the market. 	 -,' 

"['m sure ['ve eaten a lot. of it because [ eat a lot of cacos, and so far 
"othing has ~appened," Glickman said. "With a product like corn or soybeans. 
t~at. is so fungible, that so easily can go into both :narkets. we wLll not be 
3.ble to, as a goverr.ment., approve Lt. :or one use only." 

Glici<..':Ian said that, when StarLink '",as aps:>coved for ani:nal. feed, it was 

believed chat modified crops could be kept separate fro~ non-modified crops, 

~h1.ch SLnce ~as proven to be nearly l:nPOSSlble. ":he company Ln qu,stion, 


"';entis, com:nitt.ed it would segregate it, they -::ommi::.ted chey would not;ify 
c!:::ners on the segregation. and it )'Jst didn't work. T!".e company:didn',t. perform 
l:S 	responSibilities fully, or farmers cor.Jn:':lg!.ed tr:eir crop, ''''e' don't, kno'", how 
t: 	happened." 

Gllck.::1an would not. comment on whetner Aventis could face regulatory action 
for lCS mistakes. 

He said modified crops must be approved for both human and animal 
:onsu:not.~on ~n the future. ! 

"T~is is ~t.e only product. of its cype ~hat. was not approved for both human 
3.noj an:;r.al CO:1su.mpt.ion," Glickman said. "rt was approved-only ~:)::: animal 
consu:not ~:m. ile cannot do that· anymore."

':;L'~::£":1an said he expecl:s t.he :ood ~."l:1'..lstry e'fentuall'! '",Lil r'equlre labeLLr.~ 
of products Chat contaln qenetLcal~y ~od:.!:.ed gra1.!".s. :l.l:houqn :eI.LaO!e tests 

:0::: 	~Od~fled grains !irsc need tC> ~e developed. 
"[ t~lnlc we'~e goinq to see ~uch :nore ~abeling ~n t~e ~u:~r~ :~3n ve do 

:lOw," Gll·ck."an saLd. "[ don't t:illt"lk we should be af::a:.d of t~be,llng.·' ::::1d 
[3egl.n 9r~dgeLinksl 

Cd~eron Dueck •. 3:idgeNews. :el.: 12~'2) 372-7569 
Send comments to equlty@brldqe.com ....... 
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THIS IS A RUSH TRANSCRIPT. THIS COpy MAY NOT BE IN ITS FINAL 
FOf~M AND MAY BE UPDATED. 
DAVID HAFFENREFFER. CORRESPONDENT. CEO SUMMIT: Well. Bill 
there have been a lot of topics discussed this year's business council 
meeting. And essentially once the survey comes out the chairmen and 
CEOs have a chance fo get into these session where they discuss 
topics that might be of interest to them. Amo.ng the topiCS that 
we've already seen spoken about here. over last couple of days, 
derT!lographic and population trends. Also how technological advances 
will affect our quality of life, Today, "Feeding the Masses", And 
we're thrilled to have as a guest with us today the Secretary of 
Agriculture Dan Glickman. joining us. , 
DAN GLICKMAN. SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE: Thank you. 
HAFFENREFFER: Welcome. The title of the speech is ., Feeding the 
Ma~;ses: The Role of Genetically Modified Foods". And you have yet 

. to give the speech. You're going to in about a ha.lf hour's time. 
What is among some of the more important points you'll be making 
tod«iY· 
GLICKMAN: Well. I think the recognition that we've got about a 
billion people in this world who are seriously und:er fed or are . 
engaged in a famine or starvation mode, And there. is probably no 
way to ft!ed them in a sustainable way. That is without ripping up 
the soil and the forest and everything else. without using new 
technology. Genetic engineering to try to-let's say. increase 
yields. reduce the need for water: those kinds of things-will 
allow them to become more self-sufficient. And thafs also true. 
frarlkly. in developed world. Even the United States. we're going to 
find! the need to make our products better. More nutritious. being 
mol'e positive in the environment And ifs not likely we can do 
that without using new techniques like genetic engineering. 
HAfFENREFFER: Are they U.S.-based companies that are at the 
forE~front of this technology? 
GliCKMAN: Both .u.S. and European. although the U.S. has had a 
leadership role in these areas. 
HAFFENREFFER: What is being done as far as providing food for 
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::- ef1ort. perhaps almost all of the effort .. 
-GLICKMAN: Well. so far we've been providing a lot of food 
assistan~to the world. The U.S. provides almost 2/3 of this . ~. 
ye<n's foodassistanceto the world. And in sub-Saharan Africa all }~) 

· th~ htingry people-in fact. there's been famine averted because of U 
U.S:food assistance. But we do need to continue our research and 
development of products where we can enhance the production of food 
using new technologies. But we also have to make sure that 
re'9ulatory system is fair and balanced and impartial. because we . 
don't wan to jeopardize consumer confidence that the food supply is 
safe. ' 

HAFFENREFFE: I do want to ask you about Star Link. this was thi$ 

gEmetically modified corn that was approved for animal use only. 

nClt humans. It did shift its way onto the grocery store shelves 

awhile back. Now there are some c0ncerns from overseas that it 

might be gettjng into their food as well. Whafs being done on this 

fre'mt? 
GLICKMAN: Well. the government: EPA. USDA. the Food & Drug 
Administration. are doing our best to try to help get this product 
out of the food supply. This is the only product of it's type 
that's been approved, to date. that was not approved for human 
c(o)nsumption,. only for animal consumption. And it did in some 
mistaken way get into at least a portion of food supply. 
I irean, ~ personally don't believe that irs dangerous to 
allybody's health, But it has not been approved for human 
cC)nsumption, Some of the companies have withdrawn things like taco 
shells, other kinds of things. The cereal companies have indicated 
some concern, So, we need to get that out of the food supply, 
particularly to give the public confidence that the regulatory 
system is working, I personally. again. don't believe that there's 
any danger to it. however. 
HAFFENREFFER: Are we likely to see other foods in future being 
approved just for animal use and not for human use? Or are we 
likely to see that go away? 
GLICKMAN: I don't think so. I think this is-we've learned that 
if we are gOing to approve a food for animal use, a genetically 
engineered food, if s got to be approved for human use and. both or 
else we shouldn't do it all. Because this is..given the way the fact 
that most of the com and a lot of the soybeans we produce go into 
both food and in animal use that you can't keep them separate 
anymore. . 

· HAFFENREFFER: Right now, Japan has voiced some concerns about 
corn that they're receiving fromU.S.? . 

GLICKMAN: We have a team over in Japan right now, Japan is a 
very large customer of U.S. agricultural products. corn 

· J)articularly. And we are doing our best to assure them that we' re 
nn top of the SItuation. And we're getting this out of the food 
supply, 
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Gl.ICK~N: Thank you. 
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tJ:C~::,;, ~an" Nov 2] (:Zeuters) - u.s. 

said Monday he did ~0t cur:ent 

=ontrover~y over Star ink corn would have a long-term negative 
impact on the use of bio-engineered grain seed in the U:S. 
, With proper testirtg and full disclosure about test 
~~ndings, Glickman said the problems wit~ Starlink and related 
fears about the growing use of genetically modifled seed~ could 
be overc:ome. 

"The most important thing we need to have is good testing 
and good di.sclosure to the farmers and to the public," Glickman 
told a, Reuters re.porter. "If we base this on sound science, the 
market will continue to expand for bio-engineered seeds an~ 
foods. " 

Glickman's comments followed an address to the Kansas 
Association of Conservation Districts annual meeting in ~ichita 
Monday. 

Starlink is a genetically modified corn variety that is 
approved only for animal feed, but has been found mixed into 
human 'food items like chips and taco shells. 

More than 300 food brands have be~n recalled from grocer~ 
store shelves across the United States because of Star link 
contami:1ation and American corn exports have been feefing a 
backlash from over~ea~ buyers who fear buyirig U.S. corn because 
ltmay be contaminated with Starlink. 

Last week, the USDJ~ issued a weekly report showing U.S. 
corn exports were 39 pE~rcent below the four-week average. Both 
Japan, the single' biggE~st buyer of American corn, and South 
Korea, have ~urtailed corn purchases from the U.S. because of 
the' issue. 

Glickman said he had high hope~ the testing of export co~n 
~r Starlink that began last week would go a long way toward 
.leviating concerns of foreign buyers. 

"I believe we can work out the problems with testing and 
with the transparent system those problems can get resolved," 
Glickman said. "They (foreign buyers~ want to know what's' in 
their corn and they want to make sure it's corn that is 
destined for food consumption. That is our goal as well." 

Glickman said it.was cr~cial that testing work properly to 
differentiate Star link from non-Starlink corn. 

"It's very important that it goes,well and people believe 
that it has a lot of credibility to it. I think time 'will tell, 
but ['m hopeful," Glickman said. 

On Monday, ~he Wall Street journal reported that some large 
grain processing companies were, discouraging U.S. farmers from 
planting genetic'ally modified grain seed in 1 ight numerous 
problems that have cropped ~p lately with ,keeping genetically 
modified grains separate from non-GMO grains. 

((Kansas City bureau, 816-561-8671, fax, 816-931-4291, 
carey.gill~m@reuters.comll 

REUTERS 
Rtr 13:01 11-20-00 

:SUBJECT: GRNS EMfs SOYS LIVE UsA 
Copyr ight (c 1 2000 Reuters 
Received by NewsEDGE/LAN: 1l!20/2000 6:14 PM 



NEW SAU:S ACINT FO't IlllOOCFC[D CROPS? The Agnculture 
Department is considenng play
ing a broader role in helping mar· 
ket genetically engineered crops 
and in segregating those crops 
from nonengmeered ones, Dan 
Glickman. the department secre
tary, said yesterday. Some coun
tries and food processors are de
manding only nonmoditied crops. 

a development that threatens American farm exports. 
unless the identity of varieties can be guaranteed. The 
AgrIculture Department is seeking public comment on 
whether it should be involved in accrediting, reviewing 
or certifying the performance of programs aimed at 
ensuring that crops are not contaminated by other 
varieties. Andrew Pollac/r (NYT) , cq 

{;J~5L..afn-~vrvs· BII 

Better controls eyed for biotech crops 
ASSOCIATED PRESS its system' of quality grades and lem on ,the corn's developer, Aven- : 

The government is considering standards. tis CropScience. which was sup-' 
ways to improve the tradting and "In order to protect our domes posed to ensure that the corn was : 
detection of genetically engi tic and foreign markets and ensure \!sed only for animal feed or indus- : 
neered crops as a result of prob public confidence. it's essential trial purposes such as production, 
lems with a type of biotech corn that we improve our abiLity to iden of ethanol, a gasoline additive. rt: 
that inadvertently got into the food tify and track lJenetically modified has not been approved for human. 
supply. farm products," Mr. Glickman consumpticn. . 

said. [n addition to considering new: 1_
US. Department of Agt;culturo Corn exports dropped sharply rules for the handling of biotech ;1'

Secretary Dan Gliclanan l,aid yes this fall after the disclosure that crops, the department is ponder- .~
terday that his agency will take the unapproved biotech corn, ing how to regulate ornamental;:. 
public comment on a. series of known as StarLink. had been used grasses and trees bemg developed: r
steps [0 facilitate the marketing of in taco shells. The problem also through genetic engtneering. Ag.:l
biotech crops and to keep them ..,lhas forced some processors to shut, cicwture Department officials are,
separate from conventionillfood. down and has snarled grain ship concerned about the new plants. 

Those steps would include es ping in Iowa and other parts of the possibly cross-pollinating with: 
tablishing definitions for biotech Midwest. weedy relatives and Causing envi- . 
and conventional crops as part of Mr. Glickman blamed the prob- ronmental damage. • . 
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New rules constdered co track biotech crops 


WASHINGTON (AP) The government is looking to improve the 
tracking and detection ~fbiotech crops to protect markets for both 

, gene-altered and cbnven~ional foods, and avoid further disruptions 
ln grain trading and processing. ' 

'-In order to protect our domestic and foreign markets ~nd 
ensure public confidence, it's essenti'al that we improve our' 
ability td identify and track gen~tlc~lly modified products, ' , 
Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman said Wednesday . 

. He said the department will take public comment on steps his 

department could take. including setting definitions for biotech 

and conventional crops as part of the government~s' syste~ of 

quallty grades and standards. 


The Agriculture Department also could start certifying 
grain-handling systems to ensure they keep biotech crops separate 
fiom convention_lly bred varieties. 

Since the spring, the agency has worked on the ideas, which took 
on a new urgency when a variety of biotech corn not approved for 
human consumption was djscovered in taco shells this fall, Some' 
food processors had to suspend op~rations to clean out the g~ain, 
and U.S. corn exports have dropped sharply. 

Glickman blamed the crop'S developer, Aventis CropScience, which 
was supposed to ensure that its StarLink corn was only used for 
animal feed or industrial uses, such as production of ethanol, a 
gasoline additive. 

Agriculture experta and food industry officials say the problem 
exposed flaws in farm practices and the nation's grain-handling 
system. Some farmers di,d not keep track of where they planted the 
corn. while others apPiuently were not told of government-imposed 
restrict ions or. how thEl crop was to be grown and used. ; 

"The StarLink problem illustrates how difficult the segregation 
problem will be. I dO~'t think this is something that processors 
and industry can work out themselves. Having a USDA role will be 
htHpfu~, ., said Jane Rissler. a biotech specialist with the Union 
of Concerned Scientists:, an advocacy group. 

She and other biotech critics believe the government should go 
further and require the labeling of foods containing ,biotech 
ingredients, an idea the Clinton administration has rejected.' 

But both consumers and the biotech industry could benefit ,: if the 
Agriculture Department improves the ::racking of biotech crops:' said 
Kelly Johnston, executive vice president of government affairs for 
the ~ational Food Processors Association. 

For example, consumers would know for sure whether food that 
claims to be free of biotech ingredients really is, he said. 
"Those who want: that kind of choice ought to be willing to' bear 
the cost of doing that," he added. 

Any decision on new regulations would be up to the next 
administration because Glickman will leave office in January. 

The Agriculture Department also is weighing how to regulate 
trees and ornamental plants being developed through genetic 
engineering, Glickman said. Agency officials are concerned about 
the new plants cross-pollinating wi,th weedy relatives and causing 
environmental damage. 

Dozens of field trials ,are being conducted on ,various trees, 
flowers and grasses that have been engineered to have special' 
traits. 

They include varieties of Kentucky bluegrass that would be 
resistant to drought orweedkillers; petunias whose flowers would 
stay on longer; and poplar trees that could resist insects or ' 
fungus. 

on the Net: USDA'S biotechnology site:http://www.usda.gov/agencies/biotech/index.html 
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[3:. ::;:~Os: GLc:"llan s--aysUSDA t·:J -:!·:~~J.F>~ ~.~'" -::0::3, :-:!:::,,~:-.a::):: qer:es 
3y C:-carles H. ;eat::e:::sc"one, 3C!.dgeNews 
'.~:lShi.:-.g:::.on--Nov. 29-:"JSOA '..1111 e'/:lL·... a:::.e ::::-.~ :Jo':'?:;,:L:'I~ e".'/~::J:;::,er.::ll 

,=o:1seq... er,ces or an up,::oming gene::ati::ln :)t:L::l:ec;, ::;:asses :'Inc cOtl'_'lIerclally 
~rown t:'?es. :~e future of the so-called ":e:::~lnatoc" tec~:1o~~gy, anc w111 ~ork 

~.'1 c~opecatl.on -..lith tl~e U.S. Food and Or'lg Ad.1l1nlSt;ation [0 ensure proper 
'?val'.;ac:ion of [:cese future crops, liS,)A Sec:::ec:lry Gan GL.::::<man said. 

Speaking ac: :::.he opening of a cwo-day ~eeting o~ ~SDA biotechnology advLso:y 
:::om.'1ut:ee, Glick.:nan said that USDA "must not :efra.:.n E::::)::l aski:ig hard 
questions" aboue the ~ole of agricultural biotechnology and USDA's oare Ln bo[h 
regulating and promoting ie. ' . 

?art of that proc~ss will involve seeking public l:;PU[ on ~SDA's rate L:1 

ag:::~cul:ural biotechnology, Gli::k:nan sald, ':'OClud1.:'",q T,DA's L:wol'lement .~n 
certlEYlng p:::1.vaee ident~ty-p:::eservatlon systems. acc:::edl.:::.ae:on o~ ptlua:,? ~:'Ibs 
and ~he ~se oE blotech and non-biotecn c:oo defLnl.t:~ns as oar~ of c~e q:aLn 
sC2\nda:::ds system. .. 

USOA cu::::ently promotes. through the cboperatLVe ~xtension service as ~ell 
as Ln Lts own research tabs. research Lnco plant genetLcs, USDA holds a n~mber 
of biotech paeents, includlnq ehe patene on :he so-called ":e:::~~nator" ~e~e" 
which prevents a seed from qer:nlnat~ng ~nLess it LS "ac::vaced" by a cerealn 
:::hem:'cal.· ' 

The technology was developed :0 ensure that bl.oee::n crops would not' 
?roliferate uncontrolled in the Wild, but~any C:~tlCS fear chat large 
biotechnology campanie:s ·.. ill use the teChnology to ::lake farmers, dependent: on 
their seeds and their chemicals. 

Kelth Pi.tts. special adviser co Gli.ckman on bioeech Lssues,' said Glickrnan 
wou!d deeermine how seed sterilization genes would be Llcensed to companLes 
before he leaves office on Jan. 20. 

Cur:::ently. the Delta Pin~land seed company holds a license ~or the 
technology. 

Glicc<"'1',an also said a lonq-promised bloeech test:.ng and acc:::edit",tion ~ab In 
Kansas City. ~o .• will open in January. The lab w1lL :~rtl!y othertest~~q 
Labs, bLotech testing kits and will maintain a L16:a:::y of genet~cally 
englneeced crops., 

COMMI:::::: TO tOOK USDA aOLE HI PLANT 3REEDtNG. LIAB.ILtTY ON Gt:NE: now 
~lickman said the main issues facing the advisory commlttee during ehe next 

twO days of discussions are ~hat role USDA should play in plant breedlng and 
the flow of genetically altered genes in the environment. 

~i(h more and more plant breeding r~search belng done and patented by 
Dri'/aee companies. Glickman said that USDA needed to loole at its role In 
~nsuring that som~ plant research remains in the publlc sphere. 

"Consolidation in ehe, seed business could limit choices (made by far~ers," 
he said. "Some breeds ,may need government aid." 

?ie:s sald the committee would discuss Startinle corn but probably would no: 
'::lake any recommendations to USDA on how to deal '.. uh ehe is!'ue. 

"Oo·..n the road. there will be follo..,-ups on Startlnk." he sald. ::nd 
:3eq1.n 3ridgeLinKS) 
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INTERVIEW-More US firms seen adop~ing blo-food lab~ls 

3y Julie \forman 
·..JASHINGTON. Nov 27 :Reu~ers) - Regardless of ho'" ~he 

ScarLink blO corn safety debate' plays out, more U.S. foodmak~rs 
will likely begin volun~arilylabellng products with 
gene-spliced ingredient~ tci gi~e consumers more information. 
Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman told Reuters on Monday. 


Labeling is one of the key is~uesin the battle between 

U. S. environmentalists. and agribus iness over regulat ion of 
bio-foods. 

Many European and Asian nations already require labels on 
foods containing genetlcally modified corrl:, soybeans, tomatoes 
and other crops. But American industry groups oppose mandatory 
labeling in the United States because of the cost and the worry 

.that consumers may interpret it as a warning that a food is 
less saEe. 

The recent controversy over StarLink·gene-spliced corn -- a 
variety not approved E-:;>r use in human food but found in tacos 
and chips -- has raised Eresh questions about bioengineered 

foods. 
"I think the trend is unstoppable toward more and more 

labeling," Glickman said in an interview . 
."We've got to reco~lnize that tl;1e consumer is king or queen 

in this mess," .he said. "Folks are going to want to know what's 
in their Eood." 

Glickman, who is wrapping up nearly six years as President;: 
. Bill Clinton' s agricult:ure secretary, has long been an advocate 

oE biotechnology as a way to improve farm yields and .reduce 
pesticides. All the gelte-altered Eoods now on the market have. 
been thoroughly tested and are saEe Ear human health and the 
env1ronment, he said. 

"By Eighting labeli.ng, you give the impression that there 

is something wrong with the product," Glickman added. 


NO NEED FOR LABEL .~~ATE 
'..Jhile labels may be: needed to satisfy consumer hunger for 


more inEormation about Eooqs they buy, the government should 

not require them, Glickman said. 


"I'm not calling for mandatory labeling because we don't 

have any oE the testing' and threshold mechanisms, or would 

really know how to do it,· he said. 


But many foodmakers, which are keenly aware of consumer 
shopping habits and preferences, are likely to adopt voluntary 
labels. 

"You're going to find more and more companies engaged in 
labeling." Glickman said. "We have to work with them to make 
sure it' s sensH~le, that the labeling means something and that 
it's not frightening." 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration, which has authority 
over Eood labels, is expected to soon issue guidelines to be 
used by companies that want to voluntarily label foods. The FDA 
is also expected to begin requirlng companies to consult with 
agency scient1sts beEor'e taking new bio-food to market.. 

Currently, only a few foods sold in organic food stores 

carry labels which say they are Eree of any biotech crops. 

Industry experts have e9timate~ that more than halE of U.S. 

foods sold 1n typical g:rocery stores - - ranging Erom salad 

dres~ings to ~nack foods to breakfast cereals -- contain 

gene-altered soybeans, corn or other crops. 


http:labeli.ng


.. 


T",o bllls chat ·....ould require some form of labeling ·...ere 
lntraduced earlter thiS year in the U.S. Congress by Sen . 

.Barbara 8o~er of California and Rep. Dennis Kucinich of Ohio. 
both Democrats. The legislation is likely to resurface when the 
new Congress meets in January. although it remains unclear how 
much bipartisan support the bills can muster. 

STARLINK DOMINATES BIO-fOOD DEBATE 
The discovery of StarLink contamination in taco shells. 

chips and cornmeal in late September has focused new attention 
on biotech crops. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is set to hold a 
public hearing on Tuesday as regulators consider whether to 
grant temporary approval of StarLink in human food. If they 'do 
not. StarLink maker Av,entis SA <AVEP. PA> may face face tens of 
millions of dollars in liability claims by foodmakers. grain 
elevators, farmers and consumers. 

Aventis, which has submitted new science data to the EPA. 
contends StarLink is safe for human consumptibn and carries 
little. if any. risk of triggering diar~hea, rashes.. 
respiratory problems or other allergic reactions . 

.Meanwhile. the USD.A. is continuing to help Aventis buy back 
as much of the autumn StarLink harvest as possible to prevent 
it from tainting the food supply. 

The action to strictly segregate StarLink corn for animal 
feed or ethanol produc·tion is being carried out "on a product: 
which in my judgment h,as no human health risks whatsoever," 
Glickman said. 

"Production agriculture. consumer groups and the food· 
companies are all goin"" to have a few years of major challenges 
as we look at the science of these issues and as we see how 
they should be properly regulated." he said. "We' re facing th.at 
now during the StarLink discussion." 

( (washington. cornmodsenergy. newsroom@reute1:s.com) ) 
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