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et anlmal is able to absorb more phosphorus ‘into its body as a nutrient,

- PAGE 27
LEVEL 1 - 11 OF 23 STORIES L

‘ . : Copyrlght 1998 The: Durham Herald Co.'>
~ ' The Herald~Sun (Durham, N.C. )

February 21, 1998, Saturday
SECTION: Religion; Pg. B6; -
LENGTH: 415 words

HEADLINE New corn hybrld reduces anlmal waste phosphorus

BYLINE. CURT ANDERSON A55001ated Press

_ BODY: - : s
WASHINGTON -- Phosphorus in animal manure could be reduced by 40 percent and
farmers might save money on- feed, because of a new .corn hybrld aimed at cuttlng
. water pollution, researchers sald Frlday. A :

"We believe we can get to the market with a product that's. golng to meet the
needs of the animal, the producer and be better for the environment," said Bill .
Neibur, corn research dlrector at Ploneer Hl—Bred Internatlonal an Iowa-based
'seed company. o -

Agriculture Department off1c1als announced the corn hybrid along with ;
President Clinton's neéw clean water lnltlatlve, which would update the Clean:
Water Act that expired in 1992.. : . ‘

. Fhls is great news for'those of us who want to reduce the amount of .
nu..lients running into our waters," Agriculture Secretary Dan Gllckman sald

- Phosphorus in anlmal manure -- particularly from large- scale operatlons llke
-corporate hog farms -- 'is carried into lakes and streams by rainwater. It can.
cause unnaturally hign growth of algae ‘and other ‘organisms, killing fish and
- creating oxygen-depleted dead zones. . . ‘ o oo

R Chlcken manure runoff is suspected in an outbreak of flSh kllllng pflesterla
. piscicida last summer in Maryland tributaries of the Chesapeake Bay. The microbe
" is also blamed for killing mllllons of flsh in North Carollna. ‘ :

The corn hybrid was developed -and patented by an Agrlculture Research Servxce
geneticist in Aberdeen, Idaho. Pioneer signed the first license to develop the
corn for commerc1a1 use and hopes to have it ready by 2000.

"USDA is maklng this technology w1dely avallable to maximize its
.env1ronmental beneflts and boost farm 1ncome," Gllckman said.

The USDA genet1c1 t, Victor Raboy, said regular corn contalns plentlful
amounts of phytic acid. That stores phosphorus in an unusable form in anlmals .
with one stomach -- Jncludlng chlckens and hogs -- meanlng that’ much of it w1nds.
up ln thelr manure. . : : .

The new hybrld reduces phytic acid by two-thlrds, whlch can cut phosphorus in
ke <en and hog manure by between 25 percent and 40 percent. At the same tlme,”

-1

.reduc1ng the costly ‘need for farmers to add it to feed
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o : L , . PAGE '23
The Herald-Sun (Durham, N.C.), February 21, 1998 o

The low-acid corn plant is undergoing tests to determine whether it has
d551rable yields and xeSLStance to pests and dlsease.

_ rhe corn feed would have llttle 1mpact on. cattle and other multlple stomach
animals. They have an enzyme that breaks down phytlc acid and already absorb
more phosphorus into thelr bodies. ‘ ) : C

" LOAD-DATE: February 23, 1998
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By Barry James

Interagtrmuil Herald Tichone

PARIS — The U.S. agriculture ~ec.

retary, Daniel Glickman, appealed so the
French governmeat on Tuesday to nelp
_avert a.uade was between the United

States and Europe on a growing st of

is3ues such as biotechnology and beef .

herrnones. . . .

Mr. Glickman said that the 1i.S. am-
bassador here. Felix Rohatyn, had sug-
gested that the - agriculture secretary
travel w France for the discussions w0
avoid an impending ' ‘train wreck  on the
rade disputes with the United Sutes.

France annoved the 3. admunisira-
uon last week by seeking 1o force 2
moratorium on admitling new 3enet.
icaily modified seeds or crops unul the

European Parliamient nas had achance o

Jebate the 1ssue, probably months irom
now, Environmert ministers rejected the
French propoesal, but did agree on Zom-
olex labeling and moanutoring require-
merits that some analysws said would be
almost as.onerous for the hotech :n.
dustry as 2 formal moratorium.

Meanwhile, Swant Eizenstat, the
neminee for the second highest job at the
"U.S. Treasury Department, said that the

wcally-modified foods and agriculwral
sroducts s the bigges: Uade threat faced

"y the United States, Lo
' Almost 100 percent of our agnicul-

sulk commcdities that are geneucally

modified.”™ Mr. Eitenstar tesufied be.

{ore the Senate Finance commintee. The
EU's fear of bioengineered foods and

farm commedities is ""the single greatest

:rade threst thac we face.”" he added.

Mr Eizenstat i0ld the Senate panel-

that the United States had urged the
Zuropean Union 1o create a food salety
regulatory structure “with rigorous sci.

enufic  standards  1nd - grocsdures’
modeled after the U.S. Food and Drug
AdminisTation. : o

He said a top U 3. pnionty at the
apcoming round of world rade talks wag

eliminating exportaad internal subsidies.

-foragricultural products, Ausaalia, New

European-Union’s resistance o genet- -

tural exports in the nextfive years will be -
. geneucally modified or combined with

tsr';culmrzi exports are expected to'join
ashington in pressing the EU to phase
out subsidies, he said.

M. Eizenstat made cnly a passing
reference to 4 loag-simmerning dispute
with the European Union overimports of

U.5. hormone-yeated beef, saying that

Washington hoped 1o
solve the made issue..
He said the U.S. government found it

- difficuit to get answers from the Eare
Comynission, executive body of the Euro-
pean Union, on these and other issues
relaung to the approval of aew products,
and was therefore umning directly (0 the.
Freach™ ‘agriculture ~minister,” Jean
Glavany, for help. Mr. Glavany's spokes-
mar was unavalable for comment.. '

In his comments, Mr. Glickoman said.
13 not yet fundamentally clear always
wha js in charge and who you 1alk t
about these problems. ’

“amicably™ re-

“* One of the reasons we came here is:

"because we believe thatthe Frenchars in
.'a particularly important role in a lead-
 ership capacity oa agricuiture, We feltit

;iwas important that they assert them-
Zedland and developing countries with  sefves in.}this leadership role in Europe -

L

— notihat they would have 1o agree with
us on everything. But we need this point
counuy ia Europe o help us deal with
some of the resolution'of these particular
problems.” :

Mr Glickman said the talks would .
lead 1o further bilateral mesungs be-

rween the United States and France
After 3 tough round of farm talks n

_the Européan Unioa earltier tus vear in -

which the French negotiators rejected

proposals that would have weakened the-
nanon’s rarm sector, France's views oa

ignculture we unlikely to sway most
ather EL nations any more now. than
they 4:3 then, observers'said. Mr. Glhick-
man was asked whetherin sying 1o enlist
the azipofhe French, he nskéd arousing
‘e csuiity of the rest of Eurose :

- lfyau den’ibnog France around an
hese :3sues, s going to be hard w0
r2soive them.” he replied. Bu:. re 2d-
ded. TWe arz gaing to conunue dialog
Wil other councres.tt

Asked now he reacted to possibly
-uraucral feary zpout safery, Mr Ghick-
man rziored. U39 should just accep?
thal uTatienaliny 15 the method o1 mak

: Wiifsue Loel/The A cogimes fa-q.
Mr. Glickman says France is a key
leader on Europe's agriculture policy.

ing cubue pohicy decistons” Where 4id-

ratiopalism begm in the | Th and 130
century? Here' Who was the st Joad
safety cxpem of e world® Louis Pas:
wur! Here! My zoodness gracicus. !

understand s, [ get urstional about ay

safery myself — but st some pont'n 2
civibized sociery you have zot o rely an
systems workung themselves autt™

R

A A e

i
)

i

' Vashington“Appea‘ls toF ranlce m FoodDi‘spu‘u’ ‘


http:ot.'!e(.cou!'\c~.es
http:moratorium.ZeaJa.nd
http:tmport:s.nt
http:EarQpa.tl
http:1a.id.Wt
http:solve.he
http:Eizenst.1t

e IR NP DS

3@-JUN-1999 13:S@  FROM AGRICULTURE PARIS TO 90812027205043 P.03/08
- Reuters N'ews - FOCUS-U.S., France aim to re... S Page l of 2 |

| Top Bus!ness Newrs A

FOCUS-U.S,, France aum to resol
GM food spat

(adds Glickman remarks paras 4- 9 14 Scher remarks
paras 15-16, byllne)

By Greg Frost

PARIS, June 29 (Reuters) - The top French and U.S. o ‘ o x
agriculture officials said on Tuesday they will try to sort out | ‘ : R
differences over genetically modified (GM) orgamsms
before they spiral out of control

U S. Agnculture Secretary Dan Glickman and French
‘Farm Minister Jean Glavany said members of their staff

 would meet in the coming weeks to try to resolve the latest
in a series of agricultural disputes between the Umted
States and the European Union.

"We agreed today (to) have a process over the next
several weeks to talk through these issues and we
identified people within our own ministries to carry the
issue forward so it doesn't just hang on forever without
some serious resolution," Glickman told reporters after he _ :
and Peter Scher. the U.S. special ambassador for EE S S
. agricultural trade, met with G!avany ' ' ' e -

Glickman said that although the breakfast meeting at the
French Farm Ministry had focused on "serious issues”
related to food safety, food security and the use of science
in agriculture, it was not a formal negotiating session.

Speaking to reporters later at the U.S. Embassy, Glickman = = . o
warmned of serious consequences if the two sides do not - B
‘resolve their differences on GM foods ahead of the next o \ »
- round of world trade talks scheduled to begin later this .. o T
. year. : ' :

"Issues of new technology and biotechnology are far more : , S
profound to world trade than beef and bananas,” he said, ' : : ' R
referring to two.other agricultural trade disputes that have o 3

. flared up between the EU and the Umted States in recent ) S
years. ' ' . . - a : f ‘;

- “Unless there is. some resolutlon to thus my belief is that , i

. this will create far more serious trade tensions...andwe - = = A .

- want to get to work now on a bxlateral basxs to get these . : S I
‘sorted out "Glckman said. T S -
http://www.feeds.cc/news_web/news/GLANCE-BIZ:RCOM/GLANCE-BIZ:RC(6/29/9993750
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BLOOMBERG NEWS
PARIS — US. Agriculture Sec

day the closure of European Union
m.arkets to genetically modified
crops could escalate into a “seri-
ous and expensive trade conflict”

“Unless we find a resolution, my
belief is that this will create far
maore trade tensions than hormone

said at a press conference.
Mr. Glickman commented after

|a rneeting with French Agriculture

Minister Jean Glavany. France and

’ four other EU governments last

week pledged to block the sale of
new gene-altered crops in the 15-
natxon bloc, angering the Umted

retary Dan Glickman said yester-’

beef or bananas' Mr. Glickman

?ta:les the leading producer of the
00!

_ The French-led veto, driven by
concem that the aitered crops may’
pose a health risk, inflames trans-

Atlantic trade tensions that are al-

ready rising over a range of food-.

safety issues, including a dec- .

ade-old EU ban on hormone-
injected U.S. beef. It also frustrates

efforts by Monsanto Co., Novartis -

AG and other companies to sell ge-

,nencany modiﬁed seeds in Eu-

Whlle Mr. Glavany didn't soften
France's stance on engineered
foods, he agreed to consider US.

concerns as the European Union |

draﬂ:s new rules for approval of

o —

- crops boosts trade tensmn

. modified crops, the French Agri-

culture Ministry said.
Mr. Glavany “reiterated the im-
portance of the issue for consum-

ers and for the French and Euro-.

pean authorities,” while he agreed
with Mr. Glickman on “the néces-

* sity of simplifying and harmoniz-

mngU procedures,” the ministry
sai
The issue is crucial to U:S. farm-

ers, some of whose crops are more

than 40 percent geneucally modi-

fied, because they are facing de-

clining prices and profitability and
sell more food to the European
Union than any other regxon ex-

© . cept Japan.

While US trade ofﬁcxals msxst

o

the food is safe, the Europeans say
there haven't been enough tests on
the side effects for human . and
plant heaith. A practical ban on

_new genencally modified crops al-

ready exists, as the European
Union hasn't granted any new ap-
provals in more than 15 months.

The conflict over genetically al-
tered foods follows recent trade
disputes that have led the United
States to seek hundreds of millions
of dollars in sanctions against the
European Union.

EU market barriers to geneti- -

cally modified crops are alsocost-
ing hundreds of millions of doilars
in US. exports, said Mary Revelt,
the US. Department of.Agricul-

ture's representauve to the Euro-
pean Union.

“We had a $200 million market
for corn in Spain, which has been
completely shut off for us as a re-
sult of this particular difficulty,”
Miss Revelt told Bloomberg News
in Brussels. She declined to give an
overall figure for US. exports of

. genetically altered crops lost due

to EU restrictions.
Europe's resistance to corn, soy
and other crops designed to resist
reflects concerns over food
safety that were exacerbated by

‘the “mad cow” crisis over con-

taminated British beef in 1996 and

this year's scare over dioxin- | -

tainted Belgian chxcken
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US.turns
spollght |
on genetlc
‘engineering

| “We can'tforce-feed consumers,”
agriculture secretary says.

BY BILL LAMBRECHT
Past-Dispatch Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON - In the planti- .
ng of genetically changed crops | ’ ST
around the world, the U.S. govern. ’ :
ment has done just about every-
thing it can to help except drive

. the ractor.

. Agriculture Secretary Dan
Glickman has been one of biotech-
nology’s leading boosters, admon-

" ishing reluctant Europeans not to

“stand in the way of progress and
urging the acceptance of food
grown. using the new, American
technology. But lately, Glickman
has turned cautious. In St. Louis
last week, he warned that the Unit-
~ ed States must pay closer attenuon
to questions being raised around
the world about genetic engineer- .|
ing. R

- “We cant force-feed . . . reluc- .

tant consumers,” he saxd i

His words, along with a recent
scientific finding that bictechnolo-

* gy may harm burterflies, are help-

‘| ing trigger an emerging debate in
.- this country that could prove piv-

o See Genzﬁcs, Page A.IO
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Genetlcauv modified food had a- relauvelv

easy vovage from the laboratory to the fields’

to the silos. But something happened on the
way 10 the market. The Europeans. who call

-it Frankenstein food. won't touch it. Some so-

called GM crops sold in Europe have to be la-
beled and others can’t be sold at all. Japan.

South Kovea. Australia and other. countries’

are following suit. The fear of food aitered in
the laboratory has reached America’s shores
as well, and whether well founded or not it is
forcing producers, farmers and even govern-
ment regulators to take another look. Ad-
dressing some of the concerns raised about

. GM food, rather than dismissing ‘critics as‘a
bunch of kooks or trade protectlomsts is a

welcome change. :
The benefits of genetically altered crops are

- many, and most of them are acknowiedged
~ even by groups apposed to their cultivation.
Corn containing proteins of a bacteria called

Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) Kills insects. that
can't be controlled by pesticides. GM crops
improve nutritional content, increase yields.

make plants resistant to weeds, reduce pesti-
~ cide use and even make recycling easier.

The U.S. govérnment has tested such crops
extensively and found GM food to be as good
as any food. Right now. there are 50 “tried

- and tested” GM plant varieties approved by

the Agriculturé Department, including’ cot-
ton, corn, soybeans and rapeseed. Nearly one-
half of soybearis and over one-third of corn

‘grown in the United States last year was ge-

netically alterec.

" But the Europeans, subjected to a handful
of food scares unrelated to biotechnology in
recent years, have balked. Environmentalists
plunder-test fields of Bt corn, daily headlines
in Britain whip up public hysteria about
Frankenfood. and Italian -consumers pelt
visiting U.S. agricultural officials with Bt soy-

["Sft Food Feud

beans. The European Union reacted to the
consumer uproar by requiring labels on some
GM crop imports and imposing a moratorium
on the imports of others. Washington re-
sponded by threatening to embroil Europe—
its biggest trading partner—in a food fight .
that could dwarf the spaghetti. banana and .
beef trade wars of recent times.

The issue has now spread to Asia. and new
scientific and commercial concerns are taking
root in the United States as well. In a labora-
tory study, poilen from Bt corn killed mon-
arch butterfly larvae. and soybeans contain-
ing a gene from Brazil nuts were found to
trigger allergic reactions. The Bt corm tests
were not duplicated in field tests. and the
modified soybean never made it to the mar-
ket. But doubts were raised, and now even
the regulators are worried.

Agriculture Secretary Dan Glxckman has
acknowledged that there are many ques-.
tions—scientific and economic—~that “ha'
ven't been thought of, much less answered.”

‘While he and producers of GM seeds blame

much of the problem on poor public relations.
they are beginning to concede the opponents’
concerns as legitimate. He promised to alter
his department’s decades-old regulatory pro-
cedure to give it greater independence from
industry and broaden scientific review to in-
clude long-term effects of various processes.
He even conceded that. “some type of infor-
mation labeling is likely to happen.”

Clearly, what's needed now is for both sides
of this issue to stop hurling accusations and
threatening retribution and start talking. In-
dependent scientists, ‘environmentalists and
consumers must be included in the regulatory
review. U.S. and European regulators should
get together and seek a solution acceptable to
both sides. After all, what's at stake is a sci-

~ence that all agree has huge benems to offer.




0 vam somwepy pw), BV o W paued s N0 oSy °
© 0 oqm apeiy 0 prnoLaqj suoSp 0) UR{odS m diam T
0 ‘somezmili JpRAL PRO o roy aapumsandar gy gpny

o .. - " -pyws oy ‘oseosip moo  PHOM IR GNSS)

o | pem 140 Fpe0p ST IS 15T 5 01 pamgIued - gNEs-yBRY

‘ s Sugw.uﬂﬁ&u_m!owmuﬁguﬂﬂm -
“pAm() 1 T) V0P TOEINT I 4 N

L ﬂuﬂ%ﬂﬁﬁsaaﬁaﬁaogn amynapbe ing

SR  3m Jo SIWES Ue 5 WORIEA! I PrES UEWOPRD - e

" oo G GOt JO8 -\ oy ) amymondy, Jo Aranes: s PreIeL I

- eepRO R Y

0 I YAeOMIVe
SINAL T T O
uo . s >

-

= 0 poddrys ﬁ%&

HE&% e spodar
&y pasres sreoj O} AOPIUE
1$9q I § 2omaps pros

smus ges - B

- ZevS-65¥ (605) 73 'gRve-55¥ (505) P ¥sp $SUIST 917 (0BOO 0

S

s1e9y pooy asen 01 sidtone wewnpID

L oI 'auaNY,D NS00/ ysep 'mepyod3

- 6861 02 Ry Aepsoupey

. Maisay-upwsaynds ayt

 oyeoes

100

0180 10N 66 0%-

R CINENOS OLS ¥S

 pI0SETeR0S:TAL

00



. . RN . v . . Y
. . I T ° Lt L ) .
- v M L - o - —
L . PRI T ™. ol meS B )
. . R D ST . . . s R
; . Tt A e P

- 1 ¥ 1 ! v.ﬂ...: .s..aun-....” ’ H ... 2 ..w nuv .‘.., . .ua
585 sem vl - paums seq o fidooud Aoy

o M R 5..,.‘ R L A AR e drw 4 “ " \H g .)

i . . L RSN Ty maeeRy . . !

- I Bwulmwbh 1agy seak: s owIOY, - .___.z.u”,u..nun\.r..“......._..._.....amuv.. 1D,
, o s o p "

. . = ,. n * \;M_.gw. 11 m. % .a.-smn.’.. 1..,:? (.r., u;‘m.m.m .m\meeW.4
S L. donpat ‘o) popuer: seis ae) SY, - -

. IR .(xn% - . A e N Yo . . - Qﬁﬁaga '
j potjbas oq ok W - qumnSp o) sl YV £q pots) 01, M. OFF "S'T) IR P, WENOPHD.
o 3858%..‘1» 75 UTes Y JO Y. oT) fa&ﬁuv A _d.n-; )

da Sl
LN B PRCE.
‘,.....u.-.cu% B oo y *

LSRR 3 .

pamgyotmy, < LR RUSpDUWaIms G gomy) weadadrty 9 Ag fusarad

L “nm“mmwmwwmnMngvanwmw. U0 goxp asvodssil Iip SO 0) A0Y -, cp ‘rpiak’ pareduibo-‘qwaard ¢ me)

...pﬁ__,.gsﬁanug&.s,gaogu&@“ — gﬁa%?ﬁ..uagn@ww + 5591 am sapppqui podo S PV

L 2+ Fnr - pasgaidap « TOBRICIM ) pres 3w T o o S e
 -SSSe [EIIpa) WO J0Ipuadap SN - [EUCHIpEe Jof spoos . S0 P

Ll

. wg. N . :.ﬁ. a.a Z.. 3. 5|.E. I

C o ankpow posfes Sumsiosp 39 1 1bdas S o ssmppna o Fomafl R g

. 0 PioTAong pIES IO L optadop-open Aiom o 8
ST T 0L napparsan ﬂuaﬁus%ﬁﬁ&oubﬂc

o wedsy pus e @ . -os manwed peomiqumo 8001 1o symund afre v am e pEagM

TRSE] Oy soesureid oy SIINST00 ‘pres 99 ‘8 1YV Jo 350w su0d oM ‘voBrysem

" ponciuoo pauseary Afjauq ofe reak "20UI Y114A 7§ 3TBQ O} 51

. - A E&u&msgﬁsag,Bm.vﬁauﬁu_d_mo&n:cﬁ
, f.EuEw»oumbaEnu..ﬁE.ﬁuﬁ;uo:_ntpxuﬁma&.aao,paa.
3 mmaaaso .s‘gzﬁﬁaa,

| B EIU] W PUR AIR 05 WPON - ey qetp <aeam o) Aaik o poe pres_ EOMOAOPOSRIdo mm s jo

, : ~3u0 Te) Sunjon ‘ovonRN) pres
© . -offs yoom e duoo Lrepm. 3y ‘Joi3q TeTy areqy JSTUN ISTNEIOD wu.a—auouuauauﬁuh ponol Q1M ﬁ '

aq1 e amyponde 103 oS L, ,
o ..gna%uoﬂ.—e.ﬂﬁ e 4 e Brrosof H,=.n '
“jrepodmm  jsow I Jo- 3uD : 924 S"() UIXIE] 01 SPIOIDIS JO I5N ‘ wi ,

-Oed  prean) E&. 'S 3masar Y1 S qONS SINSS] 1340 ASIBA0NUND . L E.Eaﬁ__ou :
5! UDHRNSITIpY 001T) UYL i : Lo :

S IR, QDI A SUE YAH ey

LS:80 (03MI6600- 100

VA CINVNOAS OLS ¥Sd

© bL08E72608 T

004


http:tOlbmtCa�dJelJ:lFOllSCtiD.OD
http:um.s,.mt
http:IbaiIaad'aOOnbDJIDatinufm.aw

"'Unsccppable bzocechnology to be polemzc wro tcplc

. By Robert s. Elllott - ' . S
. SALVADOR, Brasil, Oct 28 {Reuters) - Biotechnology growth is an "lrrever51ble" and
“controversial® trend thanks to its cost- -saving allure and promises to be a hot topic at
the upcoming World Trade- Organlzatmon talks in November, officials ‘said Thursday,

"It has been a controversial issue. in the European Union and we expect it to be an
item for discussion at the WTO," Rxchard Rom;nger, deputy secretary for the United States
Department of Agriculture, told reporters.

"Consumers around the world are concerned about the isgue and we have not done a gcod
-enough job (provxdzng) a better understanding of the technology " gsaid Rominger, one of:

. the participants in a ineeting here of agrrculture officials and mxnxscers from 34

countrxes across the Ainericas. :
Farmers have been drawn co genetically modxfzed (GM) grarns because of the’ -
"unprecedented oppeortunities to improve crops, reduce pesticide and water use, protect ‘the

-environment and enhance food security worldwide,® he said.

But factions, parczcularly in Europe have railed agarnst the dangers of prolrferacxng

 “frankenstein foods."

"(Blotechnology) is generaczng scme of our most complex and contentious trade
challenges, " said Rominger. ~
"We will see a growing anxiety over genetically altered foods and increasing trade

.tenslons,ﬂ‘saxd Anne MacKenzie, deputy director of the Canadzan Agency of Food Research.

"Consumers will step up calls for food labeling on bio- -engineered foods," she added.
Besides the United States, a hot gpot for genetically modified crop use has been

'Brazil and Argentina. The three countrxea are the largest producers in the world of

‘soybeans. a top GM crop.
‘ In Argentina gene-soy domznates 70 percent of the 1999/2000 crop and will hog a hrgher‘
“rcentage in the future due to - "exponenczal” growth said Jorge: Castro, stracegzc
inning. secrecary for the Argentine government. . S

"Ic's an irreversible trend," said Castro. ‘ :

GM soy is lllegal in Brazil, but that hasn't stopped farmers in the south’ from
smuggling up to 2.5 million acres (one million hectares) worth ot the seed from the United
States and Argentina. according to seed assoclatzons

"It's not easy to brake a global technologzcal crend - it hasn't occurred throughout
history, much less now," ‘said Castro. At some point GM soy will h&ve to be legalxzed ln

Brazil, he opined.

"If you look at what's happenzng with the ‘grain productxon 1n Brazzl you will see :hat‘ _
the trend xs zncrensxngly more accencnated tcwards the authorxzatxcn of transgenics,* said

! Castro.

There wzll be two k;nds ot farmers xn the fucure, he forecast: those who‘profzc uslng‘

' GM crops and those whi> don't.

“In the medium and long term graznn not usrng transgenic seeds will have a’
differentiated production. They! re going . to be acmethxng on the crder of speczalcy brands.
probably at a higher price,*” Castro said. :

Rominger saw unlimited biotechnology break- thrcugha on the horizon.

. “The next generation biotéch products promise to offer additional advantages, such as’

“consumer foods and livestock feeds with improved nutritional value, and materlal made of

sturdier, wrinkle-resistant, and/or fire-retardant fibers, " he said.
"At ‘some peint down the road, biotech- products could replace ncnrenewable resources,
such as fossil fuels, with renewable ones, " Romxnger suxmzsed ,
{(Rio de Janeiro Newsroom. §5°21 s07 4151)) ‘
REUTERS - : ,
‘orr 23:31 10-28-99.

SUBJECT BRAZ ARGN GRNS SOYB EMFS DO&G TRAD USA

o Copyright (c) 1999 Reéuters

Recezved by NewsEDGEfLAN 10;23/1999 11 3? PM
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(8] US ag director says transgenic praducts to be hot top1c at WTO
By Lisa wheeler. Bridge News
 Salvador. Bahia--Oct 28--Biotechnology will be a very controvers1al Tssue 1n
the World Trade Organization conference in Seattle next month, but if better
scientific 1nformatisn reaches EU consumers. there ‘may be less concern for ,
gen;t1ca11y modified prcducts Deputy Agriculture Secretary Richard Rom1nger ’
sal '

Rominger was participating 1n the Inter-American Agriculture Cooperation’

“Institute conference here i1n northeastern Brazil on the goals of the 34 American
countries at the World Trade Organization conference in Seattle next month.

-The US has one of the largest crop productions of transgenic products. The
government said European concern over the environmental and health effects of
transgenic products are mute, conszderwng all of the scientific evxdence
provided by the US§.

"Consumers are definitely 1nterested in the issue of transgenic products,
and we all -haven't done our part to give those consumers the 1nformatlon they
need to make an infcrmed decision,"” he said.

Currently, Brazil is the largest Soybean-producing state, which doesn't
already plant genetically modified soybeans or corn. An Argentine. agriculture
official Wednesday $aid the Argentine soybean production is nearly 70%
genetically modified, a number some analysts would call lower than the actual
figure.

US farmers are just begtnn1ng to obtain premiums for non- tfansgenlc
aoybeans. but premiums around the world are still few and far between.

Jorge Castro, the Strategic Planning secretary for the Argentine government.
said Argentina has no problem if Braztl does not begun plant1ng transgen1c
products

*1f there is a premium offered fcr those products. then Brazil has won a
market,” he said. "In the meantime, we are cuttang our product1on costs
considerably with by planting transgenic crops. End .

For more Bridge News stories on Brazil or other IICA top1cs please double = —

- click on the following links ' ‘
- Media://NewsSearch: /Source=mar/5tr1ng=8razwllgo!Search
Hedia:f/NewsSearch:;/Source=mar/$tr1ngn11ca/goi$earch

T m «mm .
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'Re"*ers)

"a few days,”

~3iTLCRS nave a
farliez cthis year, the
“mpsse $1.6.3 m.-~*on in 'ecallatory duties on EU
- F.
Irn recent weeks, however, U.5. cattlemen have
fe:a‘ia:‘on wich a temporary compensation package

u;avany saxd he was not ac llberty to discuss

ZU officrals have promised to make before the WTO
ld suppc:zt whatever is proposed,

memzer, france wou
on another subject,

necessarily” hurz

recent U.S.. approval of a

the U.S.

R
PR

.soon - Glavany

beef from cattle’

negotiating position geing into the WTO calks,

© |

- Tre European Union will

idea for resa;v ng a decade old dispute with the Unxted States over:

French Agriculuture Minister Jean Glavany
aoeax-ng with reporters after-a meeting with U.S. Agriculture Secretary Dan

i.avany aiso said both countries agreed ahead of upcoming world trade negoc;atlons that

sove:elgn" right to subsidize farmers.

World Trade Organization gave the United States permission 9

Mcndar.

A .

said
Gllﬁkman,

products because of the EU's continued

usal o liftz a ten-year-old ban on.beef from cattle raised with artificial growth hcrmeones.

indicated interest in replacing the

from the EU, possibly in the form £
raised without growth hormones.

details of the upcoming beef proposal, -whi

ministerial meeting in Seattle. But as an
He said, speaking through a zranslazcr.
$8.7 billion aid package for farme:s

Glavany 'sa-z.

weuLd

The .ssue for those negotiations is not whether countries have a right to subs;d;ze Thelrs
‘farme:cs, but which types of subsidies are legitimate, he said. :
i (Doug Palmer, Washington newsroom + 1 202 858 8341 fax + 1 202 898 8383,

W SR Mt
WEshina

.csmmudsanergy. nawsrocom3rsuters. com:
REUTERS Rtr 12:34 11-08-99 Copyright (c)
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ordany o negend aCanadian
¢ wound the mutant cauliflow-

ais farden. There was no muy
2@t [t was orange—not just a
wfcolor. not just a peach blush.
.t was orange. Like a Canbbean
<t
" e plant breeder who gave me
<ed said the farmer grabbed it
it the field and gave it Lo an ex-
won  agent
~ajent]. who gave it to a scien-
" said molecular biologist Da-
“arvin. That was 30 years ago.
«nn, who works for the Agri-
iral Research Service, s look-
wr the genetic tngger that en-
+ the mutant to produce 300
-3 a3 much of the nutrient beta-
tene as regular cauliflower. “It
.astes the same.” he said. |
™19 year, with a budget of 3834

on the Agricuture Depart-

*'s ~=search arm is maintaining

- differ=nt labs around the

cuding Garvin's. If you

4uw it and sell it, then some-
:re ARS s workang on it

RS i3 not amall-ume. These are

<aentists who invented frozen

1¢e juice, permanent-press cot-’
and potato flakes. and who Eu'st

~3produced penicillin.’
lut these days, the research
‘1u 18 longer. Bioengineering has
en new significance to onetime
~oaities such as Garvin's cae
ower. The quest for “value-add-
" agricultural products has led to
w uses for yesterday’'s throw.
_1vs. And antipollution laws have
ule emvironmentalism a business.
cesgity.
At the &RSs?hnt.SoilandNu-
on Laboratory in [thaca, N.Y.,
~an 18 searching for the cane
et mutation geue because be-
| 1roteme is an umportant SOuUrce
“itamin A and has properties
it may reduce the risk of some
<3 of heart disease and cancer;
«ling a “gatekeeper” gene in caw
wet, Garvin hopes, will enable

2 10 [mutate other crope that pco»

=T eat more readily.”
Jx\opadzlchmn Prut Re
“aton in Kearneysville,
“1. ARS horuculturist Richard
! Mas already used a sou bacterr
© {eDe to grow about m dou-n

lor ws Canadian

| i o
1S daveioped the sweet Sluebyrd
Pram, which Is named for Sen. ’
ItMC.M(D-Wh.)-

dwarf Bosc pear trees, which are 18
months old and about onéfourth
the size of normal trees.

He hopes the trees will be a

- squat eight feet tall with fewer

branches, but with normal-sized
fruit. Plant therd six feet apart in-
jtead of the usual 12, and the grow
er will enjoy breakthrough yields.

[t will take a couple of years “to

- determune whether the degree of

dwarfism will be economically use-

" ful” said Bell, who worries that his

trees are too small ['s no good
the itty-bitty tree pmduoes itty-
bitty fnat. i

Although b\ocechnoiogmybe
research’s leading edge. ARS has
many projects based on rethinking

old knowledge, finding uses for the

formerly useless, or fust cprmng
simple country hunches. -
ARS soil scientist Henry P.

- Maryland. for instance, knew that

planta accumulate starches and

. sugary during sunny days, so that
forage is much richer in nutrients

at dusk than at dawn.

But ‘T wondered if animals. could
tell the difference,” said Maryland,
a researcher at ARS's Northwest [r-
rngation and Sous Research Lab-
oratory in Kimberty, [dabo.

Sa he cyt grass and alfaifa in the - rogea it needa, then chicory's doeg.,

morning and in the afterncon. and
dried and shipped the samples to

ARS researchers in North Carolina

W give to catde. sheep and goats.

Every diner made 2 bcelme *’ot “the

p.m. hay.”

Now ne sud, “we'd ke o find
out what ithev e cwng o0 dut
that's extra, By harvesung at Jusk.

farmers can unprove nutnent o

tent by 13 percent to 30 percent,
whuch "is worth $1 mmullion per cut-
ung ol alfalfa «n Cabformua ™ Mary-
and said.

Ancther easy moneymaker ap-
pears w be Central American corn.
which is becoming the forage of
last resort tn the American South-
2ast when unseasonable cold
weather delays the spnng plammg
of domestc com. ‘

{n the past, dairy farmery sub-
stituted sorghum, but “cows don't
like: sorghum.” and discontented
cows eat less and give less mulk
saud plant physiologist  Joseph
Burns of the ARS plant research
wnut us Raleigh, N.C.

But they like Central Amencan
corn. “You can plant it later, graw it
through a a dry spell in June or July,
and cut it for 3xlage in ezﬂy Octo-
bcr Bums said.

Better still, Central American
corn grows faster in the Umited
States because summer days are

fonger at higher latitudes. [ts yield
per acre is 15 percent lower than
that of U.S. corn, Burns said: other-
wise farmers might forget ‘about
U S. corn altogether.

Plant peculianities are also what

prompted ARS scientiats at the Ap- *

palachian Farming Systems Re-

search Center in Beaver, W.Va w -

focus oa the lowty chicory, a some-
time salad greeo and a bitter adds
tive that makes weak coffee seem

Ittun;sout that cméory with 2
deep taproot and a highly devel-

opcdﬁlxanmotmlovnnr
wogen and phospborus “Just
slurps it up.” wdmxmalmrth\
saentist Kenneth E. Turner. . 1
This is oot necessanly a g

thing. since nitrogen and p

rus are agriculture’s two moet un-’
portant plant autrients. but o a fere
tlized forage fiedd. chucory acts asa
poummmmme%

taproots suck up the excess betors

it runs off as contaminated ground
water. -

mmmwu

csmmmwmsmwmmwmm top, rhch i beta-carvtensa, &
rtant. They aise are studying the use of chicery, sbeve ieft, 25 4 “bielegical Wonge™ te absarh excess nitreges and
~osphores from soils. Abowe right, Slake's Pride, 4 fire blgiat-resistant pear that the ALS introduced i 1938,

nit, Seeds of Mar,

Ideas

{nher !Oand products 1th
newiound uses are nutshells. vhich
ARS research chemust Wayne Mar '
shall 18 studying as a ~ource 3t
“granudar activated carbons”. w
Jleanse {actory effluent of wrgamucs
of heavy metals.

Coconut shells and coai are in-
dustry’'s usual carbon alters. aut
these are expensive, at ieast .2la-
uve to nutshells, which nut proces-
5063 “just want off the property.”
Marshall said.

At ARS's Southem Regional Re
search Center wn New Orleans,
Marshall heats shredded nutshella
and pus them with aad so they
look Uke tny astercids. A one-gram
piece of shell can have up o 3
square meters of surface area.

Hard shells. such as walnuts. bs
zeinuts, pistachios and especuaily
macadamias. are great for leachung
benzene, acetone and other organ-
ics, Marshall said. although he
doesn’t know why Soft shells—
amonds and pecans—are pre
ferred for metals such as lead. cad:
quum and mercury.

" For the latest in waste manage-
ment, though. research leader Pe
trida D. Millner at the Sou Micro-
bial Systems Laboratory at ARS
headquarters in Beltsville has high
hopes for pa.atamzcd manure. -

Millner is experimenting witha -
closed-bin system pioneered (or
sewage treatment by a Toledor
based firm, N-Viro international. [t
uses an auger o mix manure with s
high-alkaline waste product suchas.
lime.aln dust. coal ash or cement
dust.

The resulung reaction generates -
enough heat to kil E. coli. Cryp-

{oaporidium parvum, salmonella

and other pathogens and breaka
the mix down into amuora gas
and a dry. grayish, odoriess, afka--

. line substance that serves is “a
good starting point” in building

il in 2n acdic environment. Mill- .

ner saxd “You're using two hy-

products to make one useful prods
JCL ’ . :
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socond day
1 Malone
ph Crowley ).
AR N DIANTING &
dan tree ar Hup-
1 small plaveround
sles were cut dawn Jast

bentel. a Cornell |
niologlist, estimates rhat
Ve species cost the dmertl
wmy 3137 billlon annuaily
inciuding revenuss lost to damagmi
crops and the

¥ nun-naiive insects, plants
dasg-causing  microbes,
1id a doubling of foreign”

~ Me last 0 vears has made cost  of” pesti-
G { inspecting mommgsmp cides and other
i S ments of :mms and animals in- controls.

3 Urnamw fficuit. and also in- Currently,

{ 1y creasingly anum&ant farmers spend
4 . This {3 a monymental problem,” $5billion a year
= . lickman saud, noting that the park to contrél non-
- +| where the bestles were discovered native weeds,
S {8 oniy four blocks from Central according to
P . Park. "We are concerned that the - the USDA.
A * béetles do not find their way into Such  weeds,
ot ! New YorK's green treasure.” which  cover

'  Themee-killing insects, whichal-  Agdricuiture some 100 mul-
30 have infested several Chicago- Secretary Dan lion acrés now.
area residential | neighborheeds.  Glickman - are spreading

are one highly oublicized example at the rate of 3

“Monuie

(R A

of acon tinuing wave of new species
that have invaded the U.S., often en-
tering in cargo shipments or; in the
case of aquatic species. the ballast
tanks of cargo ships., ‘

bra mussels were introduced to the
Great Lakes in the late 1980st Like
longhorned beetles and most non-
native species, the mussels lack
natural predatars, leading to a pop-
ulation explosion that resulted in
dangerously clogged water intakes
at factories, power plants and mu-
nicipal watsr systems.

To contain the beetle infestation,
nearly 3500 trees in Chicago and
New York have been cut down and

| chipped. The beeties kill: a tree
. when they burrow deep into 'tts
Counk,

The s
' 1 anside wood used two
, vAre digcm‘ered in 1994
in 1393 ‘they were
,hban S

AN ‘v’n 3] Vi
: s'rw sests, but Clickiman
the nnuﬂaa &‘ Srit-

Scientists believe that is how ze-

e} c?1 itkely arrived

milliou acres a year.
In addition, introductions of new
bacteria or viruses can poseipublic-
health risks, Glickman said, Last
summer, seven people dled in New
York and at least 62 became sick
when they were exposed to West
Nile virus, which is spread by mos-
quitoes and causes encephalitisi
The virus, an African orgamsm

_ that had never been seen in this
~country, i3 believed to have been

varried in the blood of birds, but it

“is atili a mystery how the birds be—

came infected.

In the wake of reports that the vi-
riis has been found in mosguito lar-
vae, localofficials are planning aer-
ial vesticide spraying later this
vear. Glickman said the USDA ig al-
ating $375,000 to step up gurveil-
and diagnostic festmg in t‘w .
i area.

Axoworid trade and travel m'
venian the problems caused by non-
rive xpacies in the U, 8. are e
e 10 get worse, Glickman saud,
1 dlobal economy, we must
« wiobal war Against invasivi
anddiseases.” Glickman sasi
“Our ur"em 5vstem 1}&3 net xmeo!

‘r' Hes
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CBS.com--Canker makes South Florida disater arca

O navcgate _ @, O

1HOME

HOME

‘Canker makes South Florlda
disater area

"« Dade Farmers, uthers to gel relief
. Htoasands of acres destroyed

South Miami-Dade
Wednesday, March 22, 2000 - 06:36 PM ET

(WFOR) US Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman

stepped in to help struggling South Florida Citrus
growers, designating Miami-Dade and other South
Florida counties as dtsaster areas because of cntrus
canker infestation.

- ) thkman made the desngnatlon as he toured South

Miami-Dade grives blighted by the bacterial mfectlon,
harmiess to humans but deadly to citrus plants. The
wind-borne bacteria has spread through the region,

~ forcing the destruction of tens of thousands of backyard

citrus trees, and most recently, thousands of acres of
South Miami-Dade Lime groves.

The dlsaster declarat:on means growers will now qualify

fir aid in rep|acmg their trees with. another crop [n most

cases, insurance WOI’\ 't COVEI’ the costs.

Glickman watches as one grove was burned to ashes,

“http://wfor.cbsnow.com/fiow/story/0, 1597,175127-352,00.shiml

Page Lof 2

L 3/23/00


http://wfoLcbsnow.com/now/storylO.1597:L
http:dellalhree.com

- CBS.com--Canker makes South Florida disater area” . o o o . Page2of2

the only known way to stop the spread of Canker, which
is so far incurable.

,;‘ back to top

. ©2000, CBS Worldwide Inc. & Group WICBS Television Stations Partners.
: " All Rights Resarved.
Advertise With Us | Copyright information | Privacy Statement
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U S. declares South Florlda citrus- canker
d:saster area

By NI/\L SOQDHOO Aasm,mted Prass
Wehoposied 324 pm Mar. 22 2000

HOMESTEAD - \Jusstmg bulldozed grovas in an area that
once provided nearly all the nation's ma'crop, U S.
, ; . Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman warnad
Citrus canker: Is vour  9vednasday of the danger Flonda's mutiihion dolfar citrus
; edustry faces from anmporied. incurable piant disease.

tree next?

Ghizkman aiso .
sclarad four South
® Multimedia: See photos Fisrda counues an
anl v dhoutci nm canker  agriculural disaster
ar2a because of the
Rekuted storivs: disease. citrus
¢ Canhor townd in Boca . CApker. which can

L2 stoppad only by
xriocking the trees
down and burning

& Do tahare cirus

® Nopth Hroward 15 new
tarueet ’

. them
9 Feﬂlmq the squeeze “This loss is just
- as devastating as a
° Sum: racts about droughi” Glickman

said at a ime grove

crirus-canker: . iected with

- » Whatis it? canker ,
Cuanker is caused by The state’s 58
o pilion citrys industry
o .bd\. ter Id [l]tlt» S {ec-en't[y fOUght
]‘Huhl\:' contagious canker infestations
. in the Tampa area A '
cmd attects OH[}’ and in southwest gun genme] (Qm nt
certamn ypes of Florida. and had Pick a c:ty and shop'
" hoped to have it o
s ,
citrus trees, mostly contned. But LA  fon e |
ar JPL trutt and ke\’ - anspectors then : (Wilfredo Lee/AP)  Lauderdale-by-the-Sea
- £ ' . Quxiand Park
l tme. ' éoufg?ezi\;ﬁ;aggénfi?e U S Secretary of Agnculture Dan o Manors :
. - “swath from’ Glickman, gree's Abbott, one of ‘ :
‘» The \"\"mptom‘e* Homestaad “. 7 the dogs of the USDA's Beagle > sid Beach
SRR R . Y “Brigade, which are used to sn ¥
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declares South Florda citrus-canker disaster aeea
eftect.

» How it s’prc wds: o

can be spread by

'wmd -driven rain,

birds and glmmdls or
from moving
infected plants, fruit
and trees to another.
location and by

- contami inated lawn’

equzpment.

> What happens.
Spots grow into the

rind of the truit but
do not enter the pulp
or cause the fruit to
rot. [n later stages

- other organisims can

Tol 3

enter through the
spots and cause the
fruit to rot. Once the
frutt has a large
number of spots, the
fruit also begins
dropping
prematurely.

> ‘Where to call:
305-598-6988 or
8007850—3781 -

> [fyou refuse to

let state workers in
your back yard:
The state will

- eventually come

back with a police’

officer.

» [f you are not
home: [nspectors.
will walk through on

' thexr own. [ you

h ave a lence, lhc
will leave a note’
‘saymgv they were

there. [Fyou have a

cropto the disease

Glickman, is sponsoring a bill that would provide $40°

“replant citrus trees, which take up to five years to bear
ruit, for at least; two years.

http: e sun-sentined comvnews/d.

30, ”)()UOOUUU

need more loans.” said grower Mark Philcox He said he
considers himself lucky that he has'lost only a third of his -

RTOWA|
=
Cooper City

Glickman: who visited. Philcox s grove as part of a Dave
nationwide tour emphasizing the dangers of exotic pests, g”mga;‘ o
“said the USDA 1s also working on providing compensation @gﬂt—rq—e—mﬁ :
to growers. He said there is a possibility of getting money ;=

from the Commodity Credit Corp.. a revoiving fund for
agricultural emergencies.
U.S. Congressman Allen Boyd, D-Fla., who was with

Lauderdale Lakes
Lauderhill
Plantation
Sunrise

million to growers who have lost trees in the eradication P

effort. Boynton Beach
Trees infected with the canker show lesions on its Greenacres .

leaves, fruit and stems. Burning the trees, even those Lake Worth

exposed but not yet infected, is believed to be'the only i

way to prevent its spread. Growers are not.allowed to Boca Raton

Delray Beach

Reference Map

Meanwhile, -a quarantine is in effect for the South

“Florida area, blocking shipments of fruit.

Glickman emphasized Wednesday that the USDA is
working on broader issues to solve the problem, including

_cracking down on enforcement and research into killing

the canker without destroymg the tree.

"The issue here is nonnative invasive speczes whether
they be this canker or the Asian long-horn beetle,”
Glickman said. "It's not just here, it's all over the country.”

The South Florida strain of canker began spreading
after Hurricane Irene hit South Florida in October last
year. -

The state has already cut down and burned at least
500,000 trees, most of them in Homeslead-area groves
but mcludmg those taken from residential yards in the

Miami-Fort Lauderdale areas.

Another 500,000 trees are expected to be cut down.

It will cost Florida an estimated $175 million to
eradicate the canker.

. Commercially, the current outbreak has mostly
affected the lime industry i the Homestead area. but

-there is fear in the citrus industry that it will spread upstate
- and destroy vast groves of orange, grapefruit and other
© citrus.

State Agricultural Commissioner Bob Crawford, with
Glickman Wednesday, said the state is expecting to
contribute around $65 million and he is working with the
USDA to match that figure.

"Without the federal government, we couldn’t get th;s
done,” he said.. :

On the Net: \

To obtain information on applymg for loans. go. to:
www fsa.usda gov/pas/disaster/assistance 1.htm

FIS028 0

(il
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dog i the buck yurd .
that could be
considered
dangerous, they will
attempt to reach you
later. A

SOURCE David Feshier,
 Sun-Sentinel

- i , ) ' Questions or comments? | 'Paid archives | Message boards
S‘?“'S'antmel-qom - Copyright 1389 Sun-Sentinet Co. & South Florida Interactive” Inc
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are s canker cmergenay m South Horda

Home  News Sports

. Citrus canker: Is

your tree next?

e Multimedia: See
photos and learn about
citrus canker

Related stories:

® Canker found in Bcca
- e Don't share citrus
® North Broward i1s
new target

° Feehng the squeeze

e Some facts about
citrus canker:.

» What is it?

Canker is caused by a
bacteria that is highly

contagious and affects.

only certain types of
citrus trees, mostly.
grapefruit and key
lime.

» The symptoms:
Brown, raised lesions
surrounded by an otly,
~watery-soaked margin
©.and a yellow ring or
hafo_ Old lesions in
“leaves may fall out,
creatmq a shot-hole
affect.

hitp:

. ‘_emergency in South Florida

‘it reaches the state's principal orange and

“weakens citrus trees,

Entertamment Ctassified Business

Feds declare citrus canker

\5\"/

The federal government has declared four
South Florida counties agricultural disaster
areas as a-result of citrus canker damage,
making affected citrus growers eligible for low-
interest emergency loans from the U.S.
Agriculture Department’s Farm Service Agency.
The state of emergency covering Broward,

Collier, Miam;-Dade and Monroe counties, was

web-posted’ /°S2 a.m.Mar 23, 2000

" announced Wednesday by Secretary of

Agricuiture Dan-Glickman during a visit to the
state's lime-growing region in south Miami-
Dade, which has been ravaged by the canker K

highly contaqgious plant disease.

Glickman and Florida Secretary of Agriculture
and Consumer Affairs Bob Crawford met with

" lime growers and mspected an infectéd grove

in.Homestead. -

The declaration is the latest in a series of
efforts by the federal and state governments to
control the rapid spread of citrus canker before.

grapefruit groves, and to begin providing
financial relief to farmers whose crops have
been destroyed as part of the citrus canker
eradncatlon program. _

[n recent months, the canker has caused

~ damage officially estimated at $5 million in lost

lime trees and crops 1n Miami-Dade alone. But

growers think overall losses, including

investments in groves, maintenance and lost’

.sales of fruit, are higher. Nearly half of Miam-

Dade’s 3.000 acres of hme trees have either
been cut down and burned, or are marked for
destruction, because of citrus canker, which
reduces frUlt output and
blemushes fruit. '
Citrus canker 1s damaging our groves and .
severely impacting'Flaonda growers,” Ghckman

'.ww\_v,\'unAscn(incI.C({rrl/’ncwé/drji|_v ‘detarl/0 1 | Jh.i‘_)()()()()()()()()()l l'(5536;()()_.hlml
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Feds declare citrus canker emergency in South Florida

» How it spreads: [t
can be spread by wind-
driven rain, birds and
animals or from
moving infected plants,
fruit and trees to -

another location and by

contaminated Iawr)
equipment,

 » What happens:

" not enter the pulp or - -
“cause the fryit to rot.
-In later stages other

. organisms can enter

Spots grow into the
rind of the fruit but do

through the spots and
cause the fruit to rot.
Once the fruit has a

" large number of spots,

the fruit also begins
dropping prematurely.

> where to call: 305-

598-6988 or 800-850-
3781

» If you refuse to let

state workers in your

back yard: The state
will eventually come

-back with a pohce

oﬁ'cer

» If you are not

home: Inspectors will
walk through on their

“own. If you have a

fence, they will leave a
note saying they were
there. If you have a
dog in the back yard
that could be
considered dangerous,
they will attempt to
reach you later,

SOURCE:
Sentinel

. -, . ’ Iy
Sun-Sentinel cmlp
WORLD WIDE WEB SEARCH

Sun-Sentinel.com

David Fleshler, Sun-

said. "Emergency loans can hélp growers get

back on their feet after exper:encmg losses due

to the spread of this disease.’

But.some lime growers think that low-
interest loans are not enough, and are seeking
direct compensation from federal and state

~governments, i
Bill Patterson, who lost h:s entire mvestment

when officials ordered the destruction of his 40

~acres of lime trees in Miami-Dade, said he now
owes the federal government around $360,000.
" With the promise of emergency loans, he

expects to restructure his debt and obtain.
some fresh loan money to start a nursery

‘ busmess

‘The Deparfment of Agncuiture (S also

‘ consudermg a $40 million compensation

program that would provide direct payments --
not loans -- to citrus farmers who have

" suffered damage because of canker. The

program must be submttted to Congress for
approval. - , :

Joseph Mann can be reached at }mann@sun—
sentinel.com-or at 954-356-4665.

24T

- Questions or cgmments? | Paid archives

http://www sunsentinel.com/news/daily/detail/0,1136,290000000001 16526,00.html

Page 2 of 3

.Oania, Beach
Hailandale
Hollywood
Pembroke Park -

Broward Southwest,

Cooper City .
Davie
Miramar
Weston
Broward West
Lauderdale Lakes
Lauderhilt
Plantation
Sunrise
Palm Central
Boynton Beach
" Greenacres
Lake Worth
Paim South
Boca Raton
Delray Beach
Reference Map

! Message boards

_ Copyright'1999, Sun-Sentinel Co. & South Florida Interactive, [nc.
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‘This is the farmer's worst nightmare'

S FIorrda declared drsaster zone for canker

- -

BY MARTIN MERZER &
mmerzer @heraid.com -

Ashes from burning citrus trees raining on his " )

‘head, U.S. Agriculture Secretary Dan

_Glickman declared South Florida a disaster

area Wednesday and promised enhanced
efforts to block the relentlesis advance of
canker disease through Miami-Dade, Broward
and now Palm.Beach counties.

The declaration qualifies growers in .
Miami-Dade, Broward, Collier and Monroe '
counties for emergency low-interest loans.
Canker is destroying much of Miami-Dade's
$20 million lime industry and has been found
in Oakland Park, Sunrise, Margate, Coral
Springs and other Broward cities.

Despite all efforts at eradication, the tenacious-

bacteria.recently breached a "‘fire wall" at the
Broward-Palm Beach county line. Newly found

.in Boca Raton, it is creeping steadily toward

the heart of the state's $8.5 billion citrus -
industry in Central Florida.

“This is just as devastating as drought and
other disasters," said Glickman, joined on a
tour of south Miami-Dade by state Agriculture
Commissioner Bob Crawfoid and an '

This is the farmer's worst

‘As he spoke, bulldozers 30 yards away-

gathered infected or exposead lime trees.
Crackling flames and black smoke rose from a
bonfire of toppled trees White ashes floated .
from the sky. .

Later Glickman's black leather shoes and ‘
cuffed suit pants were sprayed with Galex

- 1027, a powerful disinfectant. Even a member

of the president's Cabinet can sow the dlsease

it proper precautions are not taken

Though harmless to humans canker severely
blemishes fruit and ultimately damages trees.

- Easily spread by humans and farm equipment,.

[

. SEE ALSO |

FIGHT ESCALATES: U.S.
Agriculture:Secretary Danr .
Glickman, above, gets his feet: ..
sprayed. with: disinfectant as he
tours canker-lnfesced flelds in-
south, Miami-Dadez In the- .

- || same area; below, ash-and::.
smoke billaw from a bumlng _
pile of lime-trees.in a grove at. -,
Southwest312ﬂl Street.and.~

its wide dispersal aimost certainly was caused by the wmd and rain of Hurncane ‘

Irene last October There is no.cure.

_ Under a recentty fortified $1 75 million eradication program, nearly-t .000

com/content/today/docs/031010.htm
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" Grants and low-cost loans might help time growers plant other crops, but the

~Citrus is all but fmrshed in the region, and vegetable farmers and fruit growers ‘ KQ)

. COLLECTNE BURDEN

inspectors and tree cutters are roll mg through South Florida, removing rnfected
citrus trees and any citrus tree within 1,300 leet of an infected tree.

"More than 500 000 commercral and resrdenrra trees in Broward and

Miami-Dade already have been cut down. All three million citrus trees in those
counties could be doomed. If more outbreaks are discovered in Palm Beach

“County, it could be added to the disaster declaration.

In addition, a quarantme on the movement of residential citrus covers nearly all

of Broward and Miami- Dade

Though somewhat heartened by GIrckman S vrsrt growers called the avarlabrlrty
of low-interest loans insufficient.

They told Glickman and Crawford that rhey deserve federal'grants because lax

. enforcement by U.S. inspectors allowed the disease to enter the area, probably

through imports arriving at vlram»lnternatronal Arrport

C
Xooow

“We already have enough loaits sard lime grower Alcedes Acosta. Thegrr re
taking out our groves. To stay in larmrng we must have federal compensation.”

A $40 million grant package is being 'considered by Congress.

overall outlook for agriculture in South Florida wrll remain grim.

CITRUS HIT HARD

. are disappearing at an alarming rate. Vegetable sales in Miami-Dade have

shrrveled by nearly ane-third srnce 1989.

Wednesday was a partrcularly bad day for Mark Phrlcox owner of the 25-acre

grove that was being destroyed as the group watched. Like other lime growers, . o
he replanted after Hurricane Andrew leveled everything in 1992, and his trees ) ,
were 1us' startrng to produce marketable fruit.

Now. the U.S. secretary of agricuiture was standmg in Phrlcox s grove declanng '
a disaster.

"'A day like this is»not what we had in mind," Philcox said. "The federal
government has to be more involved in this. | want this canker slopped.“

. Also dissatisfied were 10 ripresentatives of Miami-Dade's $266 million nursery

industry with a grievance over federal assistance granted to some growers -- but . :
not them -- in the wake of Irene. o )

Gathering near Philcox's grove, they carried srgns Sec Glrckman Please Just
Give Us Five Mmutes" and " Agriculture Means Nurseries Too."

Glickman waved at them as his car entered the area, but the motorcade left by a
different route apparently to avoid further contact .

""Once again, he drscnmlnated against us,” Sharon Blue said.

Aides said Glrckman needed to move along on what they called his " Alien
Invaders" tour, a trip to Flarida, New York and California to highlight the natron s .

'|ntensr?y|ng problem with’ rmported pests and diseases

“'We want this to be ateam, a turf less team‘ that dealis with rhrs ssue

-thkman said.’ It‘s a kitler of a problem

- Standmg at his srde Crawford escalated the war agamst canker by sayrng that

the state soon would require anyone working in any Florida citrus grove to
drsrnfect equipment before Ieavrng that grove. , -

323/00 9:12AM
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ifwe WOrk together we' can get the job done ! Crawford said.

He also said growers might be allowed to replant catrus one year after :
eradtcatlon instead of the currently mandated two years.

Meanwhile, thkman said federal scientists would fortify thetr efforts to find a
bnologlcal or chemical-cure.

We have to hgure out a way'to deal with this problem so you-don't have to
extract the tree," he said. *"Right now, from the grower S perspecttve we' re.
pulling teeth out without Novacalne o
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orus Canker, (0364 :
Tamninet secretary tours a sour'harvesc dLseased lime trees

HOMESTEAD Fla. (AP) Vlsltlnq a bulldozed lime grove, U.S.
i»rrerary of Agrlculturp Dan Glickman got a firsthand look at the:
i\rwab effect of a nasty little 1mport: the canker.

‘Glickman declared four devastated scuth Florida countles ‘ .

,ricultural disaster areas on Wednesday, allowan Earmers to apply‘
Tor Dmerqency,(low cost loans.
"This is-a monumenral problem, ' Gllckman sald after wahcthg
‘armers.set fire to an infected lime tree. "The 1ssue 1is “
Nane natlve, invasive. sp@cxes, and wnether we4have the resources’to
izal with this problem '

Glickman, who- is touring the country to inspect problems caused
ny foreign pests, was scheduled to tour an inspection facility ‘
south of San Diego today. He plans to visit the Port of Long Beach,
‘alif., the nation's busiest cargo container port, on Friday.

South Florida's $20 million lime industry.has already -lost more
‘han half of its crop to. tpe canker,: which entered the United
Jtates from an unidentifiéd foreign 6ountry

The state has waged a constant fight with dlfferent strains of
"he canker for decades. This particular strain was discovered near.
”Laml s airport in 1995 and spread qulckly after Hurricane Irene

cast fall.

The canker has thus far affected malinly lime trees,valthough
‘fficials fear it could affect. Florida's northern citrus crops, an
»5 billion industry of mainly oranges and grapefruit.

, 'In hopes of containing the dlsease, officials have. already
.urned at least 500,000 trees in citrus groves and back yards in a’
“d-mile swath from Homeatead to Boca Raton, and expect to destroy

mother 500,000, :

The price tag of the eradlcatlon was estimated at $175 mllllon.

"Our nightmare 1s that they that miss one tree, and after
.other tropical storm or hurricane it starts all over again,''
“ymestead farmer Mark;Philcox told Glickman. '

'On the Net: USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspectlon Servxce
.te: www.aphis.usda. QOJ :

{PROFILE :
{CAT:Agriculture;)
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TLOrus Cankep,0366
Afrer Florida, Glick man heads tw the other coast

HOMESTEAD, Fla. (AP} After a firsthand look at the lethah
siamade cltrus canker does to South Florida frult trees, U.s.
secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman now heads to California to
‘tarn how OthCLalS keep plant pests from crossing the Mexican

rder. ‘ S : .
Glickman is on a fQur—day tour of the country to survey the
iestruction caused by unwanted imports: from the Asia-A canker in
Tlorida to the West Nile virus Lh New York,‘these allien pests wreak
havoc on U.S. vegetation. , ’

‘While visiting a bulldozed lime grove Wednesday, Glickman
teclared four.South Florida counties an agricultural disaster area,
+llowing farmers there to apply for emergency, low-cost loans. The
area's $20 million lime industry has already lost more than half of
'cs crop to the canker, which entered the U.S. from an .unidentified

relgn country. ‘ o , ' ‘
' "This is a monumental ‘problem, 'Y Glickman said, after watching

“armers set fire.to an Jnfected tree. It's the only known way to
zradicate the virus. ~The issue is.nonnative, invasive species, -

and whether we have the resources to deal with this problem.
' In Elorxda, the state has waqed a constant fight. with different
strains of the canker for decades. This partlcular strain was ‘
.1iscovered near the airport in 1995, and spread quickly after’
iinrricane Irene last fall. A o : -

It has thus far affected mainly lime trees, although officials
“ear it could affect Florida's northern citrus crops, an $8 billion

industry .of mainly oranges and grapefruit.

In hopes of containing the disease, officials have already
nirned at least 500,000 trees in citrus groves and backyards in a
‘J*mile swath from Homestead to Boca Raton, and expect to destroy

~ther 500,000. '

The price tag of the. eradication 1is estlmated at 5175 mllllon

wWhile all iLdentified infected areas are under
iuwarantine--Glickman and all others visiting the disease- rldden
:rove Wednesday were sprayed with a disinfectant: befare‘

CAaVLng--the canker is difficult to contain.

It has already been found as. far north as Tampa; although there
13 a . ban on any citrus fruit leaVLng a contaminated area. ,

Infected or. exposed areas cannot be replanted Wlth citrus for at
east two years.

‘our nightmare is that they that miss ‘one tree, and after
another tropical storm or hurricane it starts all over again,''
Homestead farmer Mark Philcox told Glickman. Philcox said he

wonsiders himself lucky to have only lost a thlrd of his lime crop
"o the disease. ] :

While Glickman sald the most lmportant thlng is to stop the
lisease, the USDA is also focusing on fighting nonnative species at
its source various air and sea ports: across the nation. .

Glickman also visited Miami's International Alrport, which he
idald- was the largest air cargo facility.in the country.

) Today, he 1s scheduled to tour an lnspectlon facility south of
‘an Diego on the Mexlican border, and,FrLday he visits thé Port of
"~ng Beach, the nation's busiest cargo contaiﬁer portﬂ 1 :

On the M'": USDA's Animal and PLant Health InsmeCC1on Service
cher www.aphis.usda.gov ' : o -
To obtain inf DrmaCLon on apolyzﬂq for loans, qo L

i.fsa.usda.gov/pas/disaster/assistancel. htm
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meer alsaster hits limes, other So. florida-cltrus

By Jim Loney ‘ , < ‘ , : o
. HOMESTEAD, Fla., March 22 (Reuters) - The diesel rvar of
’“"wr -end Loaders and the smell of smoke hung over the normally
aful LLme groves of south Florida on Wednesday, the front
':ne of a fight to save FLorlda s $8.3 billion citrus industry. -

Florida's citrus industry, the state's second-largest money :
‘arner behind tourism, is 1n peril, officials say. Canker 1is
laylng waste to acres of lime, pomelc and other citrus in-one

rhe nation's prime lime-growing regions south of Miami.

- The canker currently threatens only the southern Florida
S ime- growlnq region and agriculture officials hope to contain
.= before 1t reaches the critical orange and grapetvult groves
"¢ central Florida.

Federal and state offLCLals have agreed on a $175 million
:lan -=- about half of which has been funded -- to halt the’
anker, U.S. Rep. Allen Boyd, a north Florida Democrat, said.
"The plan is to draw a’circle around the infected area and

i2stroy those trees,” oyd said. "If{lt spreads into the citrus
;:wa'north of here, it' s.dlsaster for the citrus industry 1n
“ilorida. ‘ ' - :

About 800 square miles (2,072 sg km) of Miami-Dade and

;r‘ward counties in southern Florida are under quarantine,
ceventing .the transport of fruit, trees or plant material out
affected areas.te¢ halt the spread of the disease.

On a l0-acre (4-hecrare} tract on the edge of the south
wrida farming community of Homestead, qtowers expected to

wap 6,000 bushels of Persians limes this year. Instead, men
»d machines ripped lime trees from the ground, roots and all,
:shed them into a giant pile and set them afire.
. Citrus canker, a bacterial scourge that weakens and
timately destroys citrus trees and has no cure, is ravaging
‘uth Florida groves and threatenlnq tens of thousands of
loved backyard fruit trees.

"Don't make anybody feel qood “This 1s all you can do is

ish it out of the ground, kill it before-a big rainstorm’ comes
and takes it somewhere else,” Bart Harden, vice-president of
& H Land Clearing, said as he watched his crews shove
““rhered lime trees. into 20-foot-high (6-metre) mounds.

U.S. Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman, during a tour of
“ismestead groves on Wednesday, declared disaster areas in four
‘sunties, Miami-Dade, Broward, Collier -and Monroe, making ° ‘
Carmers ellqlble for low-interest loans. ;

"It's devastatlnq to .these growers Many of them are

*ally wiped out," Glickman said. "In order to eradicate
“anker, we have to take some very, very severe actlon to qet
14 of the trees.

A bacterial lnfectlon flrst spotted in Elorida 90 years

.43, citrus canker is harmless to’ humans but dlsflgures citrus
“ilt and weakens trees, causing them to drop thelir crop
ymaturely and leaving them susceptible to other diseases. )

The disease 1is spread by wind, rain and -humans. It has no

‘re and the only way to stop it is to cut down or uproot the
;28 and burn them. : : ) :
"lt's crushing. Et’s'been like a shock,” said Mary Philcox, .
c:r of Grove. Services, a manager of groves in south Florida,
iuding the one being burned on Wednesday. "These trees were '
S0 osnostarting to- reach their peak years." . ) -
‘Many of south Florida's groves were just startiag to yield
i1 production following the devastathq passage of Hurricane
.virew in 1992, when millions of trees were destroyed.
Lime groves bulldozed to eradlcate canker cannot be planted



http:CI:'Sdst.er

. . -
sjdin Wiln Citrus Lor Cwo years to ensure the bac rceria s gone
“Fom the soll. Newly planted trees wli!l not produce fruit for
nother three yeats'and do not reach their peak orad(ction
ncil age seven.

Philcox -said the qrove tand burned on Wednesday might be
anted with a tropical fruit, perhaps avocads. Bubt Lt was

I';?p!
‘wrfact for limes.

“The land is a little low. During the big storms i1t floods:

wozados ‘don't like to get thelr faet wetg,”" she said.
" The latest outbreak of canker Ln greater Miamyi, first
iscovered in 1995 near Miami International ALrDoLh, has
theady claimed half a million trees.
The pain 1s acute for both growers and homeowners Cutting
rews are sweeping entlre’ neighborhoods, hacking down beloved

ackyard trees infected with canker, as well as any apparently .

mealthy tree within 1,900 feet (579 metres) that might have
wzen contaminated. , ‘ . - o
. In the groves, Bart Harden and his crews decontaminate
“helr equipment and themselves after. every burn, spraying down
wachines, car tires and even the soles of their shoes with an
41“1bacter1al socap Lo ensure they do not track the canker to
ther groves. S
They have already destroyed SOO acres (200 hectares} oﬁl
~raes and have another 500 to go: :
“It's hard. Me and my dad have been here for years and we

snow all these growers," he said. "But this is the only way we
“now to get rid of it." ‘ ' : '
REUTERS

dce 18:16 03-22-00
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LLtrus Lanrer,uoss
Sygricultural disaster.area declared in lime-growing region 45\.J,

HOMESTEAD, Fia. (AP) U.S. Agricdlture Secretary Dan Glickman
izclared an agri:ulturaL disaster area Wednesday -in four Florida
ounties whare an Lncurable citrus disease is ravaging grov

es that
nce orovxded nearly all »f the nation's limes. : '

‘This. loss is j;st as devastating as a drought, Glickman said
1" a grove that was' bulldozed because it was infected with citrus
" anker. _ ) i

South Florida lime growers have lost more than half of their $20
iLllion-a-year crop, and officials fear the citrus canker could
threaten more of the state's $8 billion citrus industry if it
spreads north into~€lorida's orange, qrapefruit and other citrus
yroves. | -

The dlsaster declaration makes growers ellglble for government
aid. .

' " Florida has been quhtlng different straxns of the imported

iisease for decades, and tHe only way officials have found -to

.lestroy it 1s to knock down infected' trees and burn them. Cltrus
ranker- causes lesions on the leaves .and fru1t, drastlcally reducing
the trees' output.

Since the latest outbreak was dlscovered after Hurricane Irene
swamped South LorLda last fall, officials have burned at .least
700,000 trees in citrus groves and yards in a 70-mile swath from
'*omestead to Boca Raton, and they expect to destroy another

$00,000.

The eradlcatxon effort is expected to cost the state $175
mrllion. : : '

' The state recently fought canker Lnfestatlons near Tampa and in
wuthwestern Florlda and had ‘hoped to have the dlsease contalned
‘nen xnspectors found the new outbreaks.

- The owner of the grove Glickman VlSlted Mark Philcox, considers
.mself one of the luck} ones: He lost only a third of hls crop to
“he disease. ‘

Philcox and other qrowers, partlcularly those still paying off
‘ederal loans after Hurrlcane Andrew devastated the Homestead area

:n 1992, said they will need more than the usual federal. - .
viLsaster area loans to recover. ' » ,
"Our nightmare is that they miss one tree, and after another
~ropical storm or hurricane it starts all over again,'' Philcox
said. . ' V .

" Glickman  told the growers the USDA is working on providing
;ompensation, and more money could come from the Commodity Credit
torp., a revolving fund for agricultural emergencies. Rep. Allen
doyd, a Florida Democrat, is'sponsoring a bill that would provide
240 mllllon to growers who have ‘lost trees in the eradlcatlon
'tfort

_ The USDA also is stepplng up enforcement of import laws and
1spectlons and " is trying to find ways to kill the cankér without
tgstroying the trees, Glickman said. Officials have yet to pinpoint
"he country where the latest outbreak came from. '

A quarantine barrlng citrus shipments is in ‘effect for much of

-area, and ths growers whose groves are infected must wait at
'udst two years to replant citrus trees, which ‘take up to five

“ars to bear fruirt. Many growers said *héy plan to grow avocadoes
the interim. : ’ ' I ‘ -

On the Net:
USDA disastar aSSLstance : ,
tp://www.fsa.usda. qovZoas/dLsaster/aSaLstancel htm

:?ROFILE
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BNCTOL2: 38 Eour Florida Countles Declared JL\Jb[Ef Area for Citrus Canker

Four Florida Cbunties'DecLared Disaster Area for Citrus Canker

Homestead, florida, March 22 KBLbombgrq -- U.s. AquCuLturev
Secretary Dan Glickman declared four southern. Florida counties a
disaster area because of an outbreak of citrus canker that could
threaten the state's $8.5 billion CLCEUD Lndustny, though so far
LC has hit mainly lime trees. ) i

The declaration qualifies growers in Dade, Broward, Collier
and Monroe counties for low-interest govehnment loans as the
bacterial dlsease spreads among commeECLal lime groves 1n solthern
rlorxda About 500,000 trees have been destroyed so-far..

‘We know that-gver 1,000 acres of the approximately 1,600
acres surveyed tested pOSLtLve“‘ in Miami's Dade County, said
Florida Governor ‘Jeb Bush, a Repubchan, in a letter to Glickman

requesting the declaration. . : ‘
‘ There's no immediate threat CO this year's Florida orange
crop, now estimated at 219 million boxes, the third-largest ever,
because 80 percent to 90 percent of it is harvested, a broker
sald. The Florida orange crop, the nation's largest, was valued at
$1.3 billion in 1999, according to the U.S. Aqriculture :
,Department .
“It's psychologlcally bullish for down the road; I don'‘t
think it's a cause for orange julice prices to qo up or down right
now, '’ said James Cordier, a brokervat LLberty Tradlng Group in
St. Petersburg, Florida. .

Orange julce for May dellvery rose as much as 0 15 cent, or.
0.2 percent, to 84 cents a pound on the New York Cotton Exchanqe
. Prices are up 3.2 percent from a year ago.

Commercial lcsses. due to canker are estimated at $55 million
" to $60 million, mest.of them in lime groves, said Wendy Borland,
spokeswoman for the 12, OOO -member Florida Citrus Mutual, the
state's biggest growers' association: The highly contagious
disease, which can be spread by wind and rain, weakens trees and
leaves them unproductlve Trees must be destroyed to. prevent the
spfead of the bacteria. \ .

"The canker could deflnltely have an effect on next year's
orange crop,'' said Rory Dubin, general manager of 0J Investments,.
which owns 1,300 acres.of orange groves at Arcadia, in south-
‘central Florida.

, "There's a suspicion canker may be wldespread and - I think
you'll see prices start to.get stronger Lnto next year,'' Dubin
said,

+

Glickman announced the dlsaster aLd whxle lnspectlng an
infected lime- grove in Homestead, Florida.

- --Roger Runningen in WasthgQOn.(ZOZf 624-1357/3c

s o7y tllustration: To track orange julce orices during the past
Yeur, see (JOL <Cmdty> GP D <GO>}. : ’



~30A warns travelars about brlnglng in farm oroduce

By ?andy Fabi ‘ :

WASHINGTON, March 24 (Reuters) - With the summer travel -
ason just around the corner, the U.S. Agriculture Department
id on Friday it was doing all it could to prevent travelers
inging vnvasxve pests into the United States, which it said
uld seriously harm the nation's farm economy.

Agriculture Secretary Dan Gchkman spoke to reporters on
re sxgnlchance of this problem and the need to inform U.
cxtlzens on what they can and cannot bring into the country

"This is really a mofumental problem for our country,"’
Gll”kman told reporters in a conference call. "One item
carelessly discarded.can wreak: havoc: on American: agrlculture
A single link &f sausage contamlnaced with a virus that
causes foot-and-mouth disease .could destroy the U.S. livestock
industry, costing farmers and consumers billions of dollars in
lost output and higher food prices, Glickman. said.
‘ Most of the contaminated goods are brought into the United
~States by international travelers, thelr pets and packaged '
geoods mailed from overseas. ‘ ST
.In. 1998, USDA inspectors -- thh beaqles dressed in brlght,‘ o

green jackets -- helped sniff out over two mlllxon items of
agricultural products brought illegally into the United States.
Of those confiscated, 537,000 were identified as carrying
diseases which could infect American livestock and poultry.
A A person found to be bringing agricultural products
‘illegally into the United States could be fined up to $1,000.
The most dreaded pests the USDA is watching out for include
“the golden nematode, a microscopic pic eelworm that could wreak
havoc on an entire country's potato crop, and the African swine
fever, found in .infected meat and which could cause a serious
‘epidemic among hogs. :

. This week, Gllckmam decLared some Florlda counties dlsaster
areas as the spread of canker destroys the state's citrus
industry. The $8.5 million lndustry is Florida's second-largest’
"money earner after tourism.

Citrus canker, a bacterial scourge that weakens and’
ultimacely destroys citrus trees and for which there is no
cure, could have been transported into the United States by an
international traveler, Gllckmam said.
REUTERS
Rer 13:42 03- 24 00
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BY MARTIN MERZER -

mmerzer@heralg.com .
. Ashes from burning citrus trees
raining on his head, U.S. Agriculture
Secretary Dan Glickman declared
South Florida a disaster area Wednes-

day and promised enhanced efforts to -

block the relentless advance of canker

disease through Miami-Dade,

Broward and now Palm Beach coun-
ties.,

. The declaration qualifies growers

in - Miami-Dade,

Growers sroward, Collier

and Monroe coun-

Can NOW _ ties for emergency
get emer= Cuer is desiroy:
gency ¥ Daaes 520
low- DT o has

- been found -ih
interest %0 ' Park,

Sunrise, Margate,
loans. " Coral Springs and
other Broward cities:

Despite all efforts at eradlcatlon.
the tenacious bacteria recently
treached a “fire wall” at the Broward-

. Paln Beach county line. Newly found
. in Boca Raton, it is creeping steadily

" toward the heart of the state's $8.5 bil- .

lion citrus industry in Central Florida.

“This is just as. devastating as

drought’ and other disasters,” said
Glickman, joined on a tour ot south

Miami-Dade by s:ate -Agriculture
Commissioner Bob Crawtord and an’

entourage of aides. "This is the farm-
er's worst mghtmare what you are
seeing here.”

As he spoke, bulldozers 30 yards

away gathered intected or exposed

¥ PLEASE SEE CANKER, 244

' FIGHT esanATEmmmmSecmm Dan Glickman, above. gets

his feet sprayed with disinfectant as he tours canker-infested fields in somh
Miami-Dade. In the same area, below, ash and smoke billow from a burning

‘pile of lime trees in a grove at Southwest 312th Street and 207th Avenue.
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'RECENT CANKER OUTBREAK -

Gitrus canker has been found this month in at least two locations .
in southern Palm Beach County. The map also shows the
northernmost of many out‘br‘eaks in Broward County.

| Most recent outbreaks |
of citrus canker in Boca Raton:

| 1. A home an East Camino Real,
west of 1.8, 1 !
2.9200 block of SW 2 St.

Northernmost Broward !
lacatlons foundtobe
mfected

Coral Springs and
Margate

SOURCE: Florida
Department :
of Agmunm ‘

MAADSIZI00
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» CANKER, FROM 1A

) lime trees. Crack-
ling flames and black smoke
rose from a bonfire of toppled
* trees. White ashes floated from
thesky. =~ - . _

. Later, Glickman’s black
leather shoes and cuffed suit

* pants were sprayed with Galex -

1027, a powerful disinfectant.

Even a member of the presi-

dent’s Cabinet can sow the dis-

ease if propeér precautions are

~ not taken, &

"Though harmiess to humans,
canker severely blemishes fruit
and ultimately damages trees.
. Easily spread by humans and

farm equipment, its wide dis-

persal almost certainly was
caused by the wind and rain of

Hurricine Irene last October.

There is no cure.

" Under a recently fortified

$175 million eradication pro-
gram, nearly 1,000 inspectors
and tree cutters are rolling
through South Florida, remov-
ing infected citrus trees and

any citrus tree within 1,900 feet

of an infected tree.
More than 500,000 commer-

cial and residential trees in -

Broward and Miami-Dade al-
ready have been cut down. All

three million citrus trees in.

those counties could be
doomed. If more outbreaks are

discovered in Palm Beach

County, it could be added to
the disaster declaration.

In addition, a quarantine on’

the movement of residential

_citrus covers nearly all of
Broward and Miami-Dade.

Though somewhat heartened
by Glickman's visit, growers
called the availability of low-
interest loans insufficient.

—

AEGION UNDER QUARMNTNE

In south Mlami-Dade, Anoth
Southwest 280th Street.

To avoid Spreading canker disease. resg |
quararitine zone must not move cttrf:fsat’n':;3 fﬁgff reinthe .
, {)roperjtles and must not come Into cont
rees or locally grown fruit. Lawn or landscaping
workers In the area must disinfect thel
when moving between properties.

Fruit from commercial grow : ;
carefully lnspeqted and wasged. ers n the zone must b

act with citrus

r equipment

A citrus quarantine now coy ‘ —
Browérd and Miami-Dade coun?ll:st:s Virtually al 0 f

It affects the entire region fro
» ‘ m the Saw, *
Expressway in north Broward to Southwest &?ﬁsamot ‘

: , er quarantine .
be drawn around a newly infected area soztrg%? oon wil



loans,”

They told Glickman and

Crawford that they deserve
federal grants because lax en-
forcement by U.S. inspectors
allowed the disease to enter the
area, probably through imports
arriving at Miami Intemauonal
Airport. ,

“We already have enough
said lime grower Al-
cedes Acosta,*They’re taking
out our groves. To stay in farm-

ing, we must have federal com-

pensation.”

A $40 million grant package
is being cons;dered by Con-
gress.

Grants and low cost loans
might help lime growers plant

other crops, but the overall

outlook for agriculture in South
Florida will remain grim.

CITRUS HIT HARD -
Citrus is all but finished in

the region, and vegetable farm-

ers and fruit growers are disap-

pearing at an alarming rate.
Vegetable sales in Miami-Dade .

have shriveled by nearly one-
third since 1989.
Wednesday was a particular-

ly bad day for Mark Philcox,

owner of the 25-acre grove that
was being destroyed asthe
group watched. Like other lime
growers, he replanted after
Hurricane Andrew leveled ev-

“erything in 1992, and his trees

were just starting to produce
marketable fruit.

agriculture was standing in

'| Philcox’s grove, declaring a di-

saster,
“A day like this is not what
we had in mind,” Philcox said.

“The federal government has

to be more involved in this. I

~ want this canker stopped.”

Also dissatisfied were 10 rep-

resentatives of Miami-Dade’s .
$266 million nursery industry:

with a grievance over federal
assistance granted to some

Wr—‘ﬂ—-—‘*‘*““

growers — but not them — in

the wake of Irene.

Gathering near Phllcoxs,

grove, they carried signs: “Sec.
Glickman, Please Just Give Us
Five Minutes” and “Agriculture
Means Nurseries Too.”

Glickman waved at them as

his car entered the area, but the

motorcade left by a different -

route, apparently to avoid fur-
ther contact.

“Once again, he discriminat-
ed against us,” Sharon Blue
said. . .

COLLECTIVE BURDEN

'Aides said Glickman needed
to move along on what they '

called- his "Alien Invaders”
tour, a trip to Florida, New

York and California to high-

light the nation’s intensifying
problem with 1mported pests
and diseases. .

“We want this tobe a team, a

turf-less team, that deals with
this issue,” Glickman said. “It’s
a killer of a problem.”

Standing at his side, Craw-
ford escalated the war against
canker by saying that the state
soon would require anyone
working in any Florida citrus
grove to disinfect equipment
before leaving that grove.

“1f we work together, we can
get the job done.,” Crawford
said.

He also said growers mxght

" be allowed to replant cifrus one
Now, the U.S. secretary of

year after eradication instead
of the currently mandated two
years.

Meanwhile, Glickman said
federal scientists would fortify
their efforts to find a biol ogical
or chemical cure.

“We have to figure out a way
to deal with this problem so
you don’t have to extract the

tree,” he said. “Right now, from-

the grower’s perspective, we're

~ae

-

pulling teeth out without No-

vacaine.”



Lawmaker calls for better

BY BETH REINHARD

‘breinhard@herald.com

Bruce Van Der Meulen of

Margate estimates that the 21

rare citrus trees in his back-
yard, sonie of which rise 12 feet
tall, are worth as much as

f$2 000.

" But the state. will give him
only $100 if his trees are cut

‘down to prevent the ¢itrus can-

ker disease from spreading to
valuable groves in ceutral Flor~
ida.

‘I'm sxmng here with terror

in my eyes, waiting for the ax
to fall,” said Van Der Meulen,

{-an avid horticulturist whose

backyard is adorned with thou-
sands of tropical plants. “$100
would be pathetic.”
Democratic state Rep. Ron
Greenstein, whose district in-
cludés Margate and Coconut
Creek, is urging state officials

to-come up with better repara-

tions for homeowners like Van
Der Meulen. The state’s offer

of 3100 applies to owners of

|reparations for homeowners

one lost tree or a dozen.

Greenstein met Tuesday
with Gov. Jeb Bush and Agri-- -

culture Commissioner Bob
Crawford to propose that the
state identify publicly or pri-

vately owned nurseries that

will donate trees to residents.

“A voucher is not good

enough for some homeown-.

ers,” Greenstein said.

Looking at a map with red }

stickers identifying diseased
trees, Greenstein said as many
as 1,000 could be felled in his
North Broward district. State
officials have identified only a
handful of infected trees, but
trees within 1,900 feet are slat-
ed to be cut down to stop the
disease from spreading.

Staff in the offices of the goir_,-

" ernor and agriculture commis-

sioner, who have declared a
state of emergency over citrus
canker, said they would consid-
er Greenstein’s proposal. -



* Miami Herald: Glickman declares citrus-canker disaster area
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.thkman dec Iares crtrus-canker dlsaster
area A |

By NIALA BOODHOO ‘
Assocrated Press Wrrter A_,

- HOMESTEAD, Fia -~ (AF‘) w‘Vrsrtmg bulldozed groves in an area that once
--provided nearly all the nation's lime crop, U.S: Secretary of Agrrculture Dan

Glickman warned Wednesday of the danger Florida's multibillion dollar crtrus '
industry faces from an tmported tncurab e plant disease. '

Glickman also declared four South Florida counties an agrscultural disaster area
because of the disease, citrus canker, which can be stopped only by knockrng
the trees down and bummg them.

""This loss is just as devastatlng as a drought G!ickrhan eaio at a iirne gro've v

rnfected with canker

The state's $8 brlhon citrus mdustry recently fought canker mfestations inthe *
Tampa area and in southwest Florida, and had hoped to have it contained. But
inspectors then found several news outbreaks in-70-mile swath from
Homestead, southwest of Mlamr to Boca Raton nearWest Palm Beach.

South Florida lime growers say they have already lost more than half of the frurt
of their $20 million-a-year mdustry Wednesday, local growers toid Gl|ckman ,
that disaster-area loans won't be enough. . ’

_'I've got low-cost |oans from Hurrrcane Andrew, | don't need more |oans sard ‘
grower Mark Philcox. He said he considers himself Iucky that he has lost only a

third of his crop to the disease.

Glickman, who visited Philcox’s grove as part of ‘a’ natronwrde tour emphasizing ‘
the dangers of exotic pests, said the USDA is also working on providing
compensation to growers. He said there is a possibility of getting money from .

. the Commodrty Credit Corp., a revolving fund for agnculturat emergenaes

us. Congressman Allen Boyd, D-Fla., who was with Glrckman is sponsonng a
bill that would provrde $40 mrllron to growers who have lost trees in the:
eradication effort.

Trees rnfected with the canker show iesrons onits leaves frurt and stems. -
Burnmg the trees, even thiose exposed but not yet infected, is believed to be the

. only way to-prevent its spread Growers are not allowed to replant’ citrus trees
which take up to five years to bear fruit, for at least two years.

Meanwhrle a quarantine is in effect for the South Florlda area, btockrng
shipments of fruit.

Glickman emphasrzed Wednesday that the USDA is workmg on broader rssues

- to solve the problem, including cracking down on enforcement and research rnto .

L k|I||ng the canker wrthout destroying the tree.

lof2

“The issue here is nonnatlve invasive species, whether they be this canker or
the Asran long-horn beett« thkman sald lts not Just here, lts aII over the
country.” : . '
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The South Florxda stram of canker began spreading after Hurricane |rene hlt
South Florida in October last year.

The state has already cul down and burned at least 500,000 trees, most of them
in Homestead-area groves but including those taken from resudenttai yards in

the Miami-Fort Lauderdale areas.

Another 500, 000 trees are expected to be cut down.
It will cost Florida an eshmated $175 million to eradicate the canker

Commercially, the current outbreak has mostly affected the lime mdustry in the
Homestead area, but there is fear in the citrus industry that it will spread upstate

~ and destroy vast groves of orange, grapefrun and other citrus.

State Agricultural Commissioner Bob Crawford with Glickman Wednesday, said
the state is expecting to contribute around. $65 million and he is worklng with the
USDA to match that ﬂgure Lt

~<

“TWithout the federal government we couldn’t get th;s done " he said.

On thé Net:

'To obtain ihformation on applying for loans, go to:

www.fsa usda.qov/pas/disaster/assistancei.htm

Contact Us
. Copyright 2000 Miami Herald

w&siwyg:fﬁns_searqh;esu1ts<main.4‘../heraldlcontent/digdocs/095 162.htm
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Gﬁekman Seeks Rewew

- 0f Terminator’ Seeds o
Agnculture Secretary Dah Glickman
an advisory committee to review
ntroversial “terminator” technolow
oped by department acxenusts toren-

der seeds sterile.” .

The process, which prevents farmers - -

from reproducing genetically engineered

© seeds, is designed to help seed companies

protect their investment in biotech crops.

~ Critics say it will allow the companies to

gaincontrol over farmers, who often save

seed from year to year to cut costs.’

The Agriculture Department has de-

fended the terminator technology and re-

fused to give up its patent on the process,
But Glickman said the technology shows
how science “can strike a discordant note
with some commumtzee——and perhaps the
public at targe. :
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/1g>r usly defend the technology,
nelp seesd companies protect their investman

ps. It hasn't been put into use vyet, but b1
- ts worldwide have made it a symbol of what they ses ars the
ils of genetic =ngineering. USDA has refused to relirnguish its
watent on the process, which randers seeds sterile. '
The 3%-member oanej, which includes farmers,
sumer a tes and :eed company -gxecutives, 1
-vear revi of USDQ'sﬁrole in dévsloping and
srops. . Among issues he wants the committes to
To preserve . intellectual croperty rights of se
while protecting the interests of farmers. .
Glickman said he appointed the committee °'to encourage the kind.
3L civil and thoughtful discussion that the complexity 5f these ,

U]

sues demand a break from the shrill-debate, whers nobody
:is:ens to anybody.'' ' , ,

Blotech companies, which have genetically manipulatsd plants to
:2 fruits and vegetables more attractive and to render crops
sistant to insects, disease and weedkillers, now control the
rzad of the technology by parentlng the seeds and then leasing

to growers, rather than .selling them. o
JSDA researchers say the terminator process is misunderstood and
appllﬁat;on~ that could benefit farmers around the world. The
technique that renders seeds sterile by turning csrtain - :
ic traitzs on and off also could be used to make plants
tant..to drought or pests. o o . :

The terminator nickname is a reference to the on-screen robotic
lller played by Arnold Schwarzenegger.

Members of the advisory committee are so sharply divided about
:‘:Eecnnoloaz that the Agriculture Department has hired
crofessional FaCLLLtators to run the meetings.

In introductory remarks Wednesday, committee members .disagreed
zver whether the government should -do more to promote olatechnology
ir "estrlct its growth and.use.

‘What we need to cdo is educate the publlc" about the beneflts

3 bloeechnologj, said Cal McCastlaln, a farmer and lawyer in
:kansas. *“Going deep into a life form is no. different fnan going
22p into space or deep into the ocean.'' C

ABut Michael Hansen of the Consumer Policy Instlrute said federal

gulatory process 1is Jnadequate. , A . ' '

Jeffrey Burkhardt, an expert in agricultural ethics at the

_niversity of Flesrida, said the committee needed. to consider the
2zhical implicaticns of manipulating genes. "~ “We need to spend some
~Time talking about our. ethlcal resoonSLOLlltles as wall as keeping
warksts open,'' he aald ' - '
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On the Net: USDA biotechnoloéx site:
://vwww.zphis.usda.gov/biotechnology/

"PROFILE
"CAT:Agrlculture;)
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End the Blotech Food Flght

u Agricuiture: Letall
components of the genetically
modified food debate be heard:

By DAN GLICKMAN

Opponents of biotechnology have
raised some legitimate concerns. [n doing
30, however, they have often employed

guerriila tacuies and outlindish rhetoric. -

Instead of educating pecple, they have
merely exploited the public’s limited
knowiedge about geneucally modified or
ganisms, or GMOs.

Some biotech foes hive vandalized

fields of genetically modified.crops, de-

stroying test plots, while they criticize in-
dustry for insufficient field tesung. Anu-
biotech groups also have demonized
those who do not share their point of

" view,. referring to the Monsanto Co. as.

“Monsatan.” A full-page ad in national
newspapers accused the biotech industry

of wanting to “capturé the evolutionary

process and . . . reshape life on Earth to
suit its balance sheets.”

The biotechnology inclustry. and its
proponents have done thew share of
na.me-tallmg as well, tm'owmg around
terms like “Luddites” ani “food terror
ist.” In my mind. the biotech industry

also has come across as armg'ant. dismiss-'

ing biotech skeptics and assuming that
" the public would automatically embrace
GMO products. Most new GCMO products

were designed to help fariners use fewer .

pesticides or generate a higher yield us-
ing less land. Of course, [ believe we
‘should do whatever we can (o heip
" American farmers become more profit-

able, especially in this siuggish (arm-

economy. But, by steenng product devel-

opment in this direction, the biotech in-

dustry overlooked the uitimate end-users
of thetr products: consumers.

Instead of carefully readmg the
marketplate, the biotech industry has

been captive instead to a kind of tone
- deaf technophulia. [t often seems as f far
. more thought was given to laboratory re~’

search and what is possible than to mar-
ket research and what 13 actually desir
able. What good is technology if people
think it's dangerous and choose not to ac-
cept it? New products are only useful~-
and their benefits ftully realized—when
they are embraced in the marketplace by
consumers.

The biotech industry,ﬂso far; has given

‘As the two sides become
increasingly estranged from
each other, the loser is the

American consumer.’
—

most consumers (ew compelling reasons
to accept and embrace genetically. engi-
neered foods. In the meantime, oppo-
nents were happy to fill the information
void and set the tone of the debate, defin-

1ng these technologies in the most starkly -

negative, and often exaggerated, terma.
The complex issues regarding geneti-

cally modified foods deserve a thorough

and thoughtful public dialogue. instead.

what we have is a shrill debate. As the

two sides become increasingly estranged
from each other, the loser is the Ameni-
can consurher, who cannot make an in-

formed judgment about - biotechnology

amid the cacophony of aggressive spin.

The federal government regulates bio~

zech products protectmg pub ic heallh . ‘

and environmental safety. We will con-
unue to fulfill this essential role. (n addi-
tion, our neutral function uniquely quali-

fies us to lead the way in the effort to

make room for a sensible center in
Amenca’s biotechnology debate. Govern-
ment can and should promote public -
sight into biotechnology issues as well as’
carry out the oversight respons:bilily
that 13 its mandate, We must work tu cre-’

ate forums for responsible, civil discourse
-on the important and complex questions
régarding biotechnclogy. -

;The Food and Drug Admumistration
heid a series of heipful public meeungs

across the country last year to provide ail
_those interésted in biotechnology issues

the opportunity to publicly air thew
views. While this was a positive step, [
belizve that we must go even further to
stimulate an open’and balanced public

discussion. In January, { created the US

Department of Agriculture's Biotechnol-

ogy Advisory Committee—a panel unique

in 1ts broad diversity of opiruon and ex-
pertise. [ts members include farmers, i

dustry representatives, consumer advo-

cates, environmental ‘activists and even
an ethicist. [ hope the group's publc
meetings will be a model for the kind of
discusston’ about biotechnology ‘that
needs to take place on farms, in research
facilities, corporate offices, town halls.
coffee shops and living rooms all across
this country. It is time for American con-
sumers to join in the effort to start a real
‘conversation aboit biotechnology. It s
ume for all the parties in thus debate to
talik to each other rather than at each
other. (t is time for the food fight to end

‘Dan G&wkmn is the US secretary of
gncultnre

.

[
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‘Lotech food‘fight hurts U.S: consumers-Glickman

WASHINGTON, April 3 (Reuters) - Resorting to "guerrilla
ictics .and outlandish rhetoric", biotechnology opponents -have
iploited the public's limited knowledge about genetically
>dified organlsms or GMOs, U.S. Agriculture Secretary Dan
-1 n sald . . S .

an oplnlon piece, published by The Los Angeles Times on
“inday, Glickman said American consumers are the real losers as
“th sides of the biotech debate become increasingly heated.

"As the two sides become increasingly estranged from each
~her, the loser is the American consumer, who cannot make an
~formed judgment about’ blotechnology amid the cacophony of .

_i1gressive spin," he said.

‘Glickman also blamed the blotech industry for the publlc s
tnorance, describing them as a "arrogant.'. ,

- "Instead of carefully reading the marketplace, the biotech . ‘
“austry has been captlve instead to a kind of tone- -deaf
:chnophilia, " he said. :

Glickman said he hopes the USDA's biotechnology adv1$ory ,
»mmittee, which he created, will offer a model for the type of
.sc¢ussion that needs to take place. _ :

The committee's. members include farmers, industry
=presentat1ves, consumaer advocates and environmental

Tivists. . . _— ‘
(fRandy'Fabi, Washington Commodities Desk, 202 898-8394))

SEUTERS
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‘U.S. farm
chiefto
stop at
Fallbrook

HARRY BROOKS
Stam Warre

FALLEROOK-—-‘D:& nagon's | ‘

" ing shipped inro the United
Srazes from Memxdico on ‘thm::hy
marning, said Susan
lpokaswoman for the !cdeul .

agency.
, The quarantine was dndamd
: A Ocsobcr after rwo fertile
| —— Crop-threarening Mexican fruit -
- - flias were caught near down.

Tines 232
R
:
]
¥




. from pests L
iavolve 20 variedes of fruit thar -
Kave an estimared annual crop
value of $493 million. The state

— . »FARM

* Continued from A-1

town. The species is native to

‘central Mexico, and agriculture
experts say they are confident
the captured flies came across
the barder in m fruit.

panel of growers selected by the
county Department of Agricul-
ture, Weights and Measures.
His schedule may includs a
tour of a grove where fruir is be-
ing oreated with pesticide spray
80 it can be marketed during the
quaranone, county officals said.
. Glickman's travel schedule
will include a 2:30 p.om. tour of
the Vineyard & Winery
in Temeculsa © view damags
caused by Pierce's disease, a

plant virus spread by the glassy-

winged sharpshooter, an insect -

that is ravaging the wine-grape

industry in Southwest Riverside

Counry. ‘
His four.day national tour
. was announced in a press re-
. lease dted “Glickman to Bartle
Alien Invaders,” meaning crop-
. threstening pests and diseases
that zre brought in from forsign
countries. .

tered crops

aged, forests denuded and ani-

mals and even people are in

- danger of contracting fatal dis--
. easea,” Glickman said in & pre-
. ™Our current system (for pro-

~ tecting against the intrusion)
has not kept with unprecs-
danted ip trade end trav-

al‘..
This tour will highligh the in-
tensified stakes in our ongoing

" fight to protact Amarica's agre- -

culture and parural resourcas,
diseases.”

. ordered a 724quare-mile quar-
anrine on Oct. 28 after a secand
Mexican fruit fly was captured.
that month near downtown Fall-

brook.,

No sdditional ferdle Meaxican
truit flies have been caught in
an array of traps that are baited

“with 8 protein-syrup mix Glhick-
man probably will withess an air

" addirional fe

. ers aboyr reluctance to

“Bco?stems are being al-
an

drop of sterile Mexdcan fruit
flies thar have been spread
throughout the area to stymis
successful breeding by any fer-
tle flies thar may be around,
State and federal agencies,

however, require tha: the quar- .
antne must last at least three .
life cycles of the Mexdcan fruic
fly or sbour eight months. If an
e Mexican fruir
fly is caught, the quaranrine is
immediately mxsnded for three

tife cycles of the insect from thar,
peint. o ,
McAvoy said Glickman is
sware he probably will hear crit-
icism from Fullbrock-area grow-
grant di-
rect federal aid to offset farm-
ers’ cop losses, ‘ _
California’s U.S. senartors,
Barbars Boxer and Dianne Fein-
stein, have requested federal
compensation for growers’ loss
es, but US. Dapartment of Agri-
culture officials said they have
no means to grant such repare-
tions unless the destruction is
caused by & naturs] disaster
such as a flood, fire or earth.
quake. - -

-~ Glicdanan'’s wur smarted Tues-
day in New York City, which has
bean hit by the West Nile virus

- and an infestation of the Asian

ng-horned beede. .

e beetle has destroyed -
5,600 trees in the urban settin
of New York and Chicaga, a U
DA news release said, noting
thar the West Nile virus has
killed seven pecple and nine
horses in those cities. ,
" Glickman, 85, who served 18
years as @ congressman from
Kansas before taking USDA's
helm tive years ago, also was
scheduled 1o talk sbout the

. plight of Pennsylvania farmers

who have lost §5 million worth
of orchatd crops to plum pox
vITus. . «
Today, Glickman will tour cit-

rus groves in Florida where
more than $70 millian werth of
crops have been lost to citrus.
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USDA testing
new pesticide
in beetle battle

" By Bn.aum wapNenR RorzoLe

. STAPY REPUKTER

Year Three of the battie to eradicate the Asian
long-horned Dbeetle in Chicage started Friday when
researchers injected the ground around 60 heaithy
trees with a pesticide that they hope will inoculate
trees against beetle eggs and larvae,

Win McLane from the U.S. Departmant of Agricul-

ture research center in Otis, Mass.. who uversees the.

fight against the tree-chomping pest nationally

masnned the hydraulic injector that sho: \mxdaclopnd .

s foot into the ground.
By the end of the day. he had aching musclss. Each
inch of tres diametsr required a 2.quart shot of

imidacloprid in water, so & tree 12 inches thick

needed & dozen shots, a 2.fnnl tree 24 shats. They had
to be placed n 8 circle, 3 feet out {rnm the trunk, so
tres roots could pick up the mixture

Fifteen trees each in four neighborhoods received
ground injections Friday. In early May, another 15
trees each in the same neighborhoods will be treated
with the same chemical, but 1t will ba applied {rom
corncod pipe-site Mauget injectors that drain the

" insecticido into the troo trunk within four houm.

Scientists need tu know how long it takes the
insecticide ta work up through the tree's circulatory
system and .how long it remains effective. Local
USDA officials will collect twigs in a week snd then
munthly ail sesson and send them to a Mississipp:
laburatory.

This sciantific study is separaie from a major

808 BralK Suw Teaes |
Win McLane of the USDA on Friday injects the |
ground around a heaithy tres to try to Inoculate I! '
against the Asian long hornad bastie.

eradication sfort in Which bestle ﬁgh'un l\upo tn inject
imidacioprid tnto 7.000 Chucago ares trees o atiq the
sproad of tha bectie by killing its larvue,

Ken Krusa, the state USDA chief. stresed thc:
only the USDA and its contractors can use 1m:aacio
prid experimentally sgainst the beetle -

H—hk f zi\, | Shanh o[ Tz ‘e_'f?
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Health and beha\nor

FDA plans 1to serve data Ibefore blotech food.
 but Cl'lthS say labelmg is neededl

By Anita Manning
UsA TODA'!’

. Agovernment strategy to bolster
consumer confidence in genetically
modified foods will provide in-
formation on products before they
hit the market. But it stops short of

mandating specific tests or labehng
of eneucsﬂypm engineered foods.

is "2

very positive step hd;t:dmuasa'a-

tior < taking o en, openness

i ulation of food bmw-v

0gY. saysmecmryManufauur
T of mnaéuiinda: Sansord. It
(wmaﬂh“ls tﬁﬂumﬂ
and its products are safe.”
Consumer advocates are not so
sure. “it's inadequate” says Mi-
chaet Hansen of Consumers Union.
“It’s a step forward, but it still does
fiot require labeting.”
Thepunzsaresponsemgrow-

ofcmpsmamaitmdg&

.nenczuymﬁmoﬂdxsemand
rthstand  applications

of herbi-

Ac:des, Biotech crops accmmt for

about half the soybeans produced
in the USA and a third of the com.
Critics fear unforeseen effects on
health and the environment.
Highlights of the plan, which is

beouhmdasapmposedmg—

ulamnthxstaﬂ

they
products into the food supply. Cur-

- lines*for vol
‘whether food

rently, this is routinely done by bio-
tech firms on a voluntary basis,

» The FDA will make data sub-
mitted by the biotech companies,
including resuits of tests on the
products and the agency’s opinions -
on the data, available to the public.

» The FDA will develop guide-
Labeling as 10

contain ge-

Organsms.

Joe Mendeison of the Center for
Food Safety, an environmental and
consumer advocacy group that

penmmdmeFDAfcrmmer
ﬂﬂ\wshthe

sultation or taiki mmthDMs

. (the same as) tesung. This leaves o

the i whxpmincthafs( '

The administration’s irunative

~ won't “accomptish the goal of shor-

INg up consumer con amer
here in the US. or abroad.”

Margamwbndmmof
cmmmmm

" the ~
' Whgtbeenavd-
untary in past, now
is It will be a far more

process. so those with

mutmtmscmlookxxr.
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P 1Seeks to
Boost Oversight-
of Genetically
Modified Foods

# Blotech: Firms would haveto -

notify the FDA before introducing

new gene-altered items. But
1dvocacy groups say it does little .
‘or consurmners.

3y MELINDA FULMER
“IMES STAFF WRITER

.. The Clinton administration unveiled
lang Wednesday to tighten {ederal over-
" ight of genetically engineered {ood and
srovide more detailed information about
hese ~=nducts to the public in a move de-

g "boost consumer confidence in .

..gh J biotechnology.
- Unaer the new proposal, expected to be-

ome final next fall, biotechnology compa+

.1es would have to notify the Food & Drug
\dministration four months before intros
tucing a new gene-altered food or animal
eed and provide scientific evidence to
srove the item’'s safety. That information
" ‘ould be provided to consumers on the
DA’s Web site. Currently, this notifica-
7n 18 voluntary, and consumers must sub-
1t a-written Freedom of Information Act
quest to access much of the data on bio-
ch crops.

The agency won't req\.ure food compar

.25 to label food that contains genetically

~odified organisms, something that con-:

umer groups and some legislators have:
.cen pushing for. Because the-plan doesn’;

" equire additional testing or labeling, cotr-

umer and environmental groups. say it
‘oes little for consumers.
“This plan is like {at-free [ood,” smd Dr.
"tebecca Goldburg, a senjor scientist at En-
ironmental Defense, a nonproftt group.

{t's not very good, and there isn't much
" ubstance.”

- The FDA wilil, however, draft a set of
«ndelines for food companies that want to
ibel t=~» products as being {ree of GMOs.
Atk ‘omte natural-foods companies
LTe Ating that claim on their label,
he guiuelines would make food companies

Pleass see FOOD CN

( “#«as’ g

Ch ey

LOS ANGELES TIMES

“Continued from C1
adhere to a universal set of guide-
lines designed to be “truthful and
informative.”
“Right now, there are no guide-
lineg for what GMO-free is.” 'says
Michael Phillips, director of food

and agniculture of the Biotechnol«

ogy Industry Organization, 3
\Washington trade group. "We
need to develop a threshold be-
cause you can't have zero-tolerance
[for geneticaily modified ingredi-
ents]; it's just not possible,”

In addition to the changes pro-
posed by the FDA, the Department
of Agniculture will also begin con-
ducting its own research to cerufy
that scientific tests designed to de-
tect the presence of bicengineered
ingredients.in foods are accurate.
And 1t will begin accrediting labo-
ratorieg that use these tests. -

Since the early 1990s, the FDA
has treated genetically engineered
crops just like any other foods. As
long as the genes transferred pro-

-duce proteins already in the food

supply, the agency does not require
pre-market approval or special la-
beling.

The food industry. which has op-
posed labeling on the grounds that

it would be too expensive and tum

1 off consumers, applauded the plan.

[t enhances the openness and
‘transparency of the regulation of
food biotechnology, while at the
same time reaffirming that the

technology is safe,” says Bnian San-
soni, senior manager for public

‘policy at the Grocery Manufac-

turers of America.

Officials of the group hope to
weigh in on the guidelines for
GMO-free claims, to make sure
they don’t imply superiority.
They'd like to see the FDA approve
labels similar to those used on hor-
mone-free milk, which contain a
disclaimer that the hormone has
not been demonstrated a nsk to hu-
man health.

- The FDA expects to officially
propose the guidelines and begin

- accepting public comment this fail.

Genetically modified crops,
which began hitting the U.S. mar-
ket in 1995, are designed to resist
certain pests and herbicides or to
stay fresher longer. More than haif

_of the soybeans planted last year
and 30% of the corn were made
from biotech seeds, and through
ous and sweeteners those products

wind up in a huge number of proc-

essed products‘from cornchips to
soft drinks.

To date, there is no scientufic evi-
dence that genetically modified
food poses a threat to human
health. However, critics charge
that there hasn't been enough re-

" search done to say that conclu-

sively. A panel.of the National

Academy of Sciences recently con--

cluded that aithough genetically
engineered food is basically safe,
the potential exists for undesirable
‘effects such as allergic reactions
and higher toxcity.

Because of "hus potential, gov-
ernmental agencies suCn isvne En-
vironmental Protection Agency
have started rev.ewing ‘he:r regu-
latory pohicies for matech fouds.
And the adminustrat:on s stariing
ItS OWT SIX-MONth "wview Of the ere.
vironmental reguiat;ons eal:ng
with geneticatly altered crops.

“"We need better coortination
between the three agenc.es. and we
need to make sufe thevre ad-
equately funded 50 they can get re-
search done,” says CLff Gabriel. a
deputy director of the administra-
tion’s Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy. “The biotech scene
is moving so rapidly we need ‘o
make sure the research keeps 2
with alf that.”
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More U.S.. biotech food regulations likely-Glickmaﬁ

By Julie Verman : ‘
WASHINGTON, May 4 (Reuters) - The Clinton admlnzstratzcn s

. rew initiative to step up oversight of gene-spliced foods and

lish more gcientific data on the Internet is a first step
tain to be followed by other regulatory actions, U.S.

" Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman said on Thursday.

"It is a good first sgtep," Glickman sg;d referring to the

~ .administration’'s Wednesday announcement of new biofood
. policies. "I do not think it is the last step."

The White House plan seeks to reassure American consumers
that genetically modified foods are safe by requiring
developers to meet with Food and Drug Administration regulators‘
who will publish research and safety data on the Internet.

The plan also aims to establish voluntary guidelines for
foodmakers who want to label their products as free of
genecxcally modified foods.

Both policy actions will be. detazled in proposals to be’
issued this autumn for public comment :

Environmental and consumer groups criticized the’
administration announcement on,WedneSday as merely a
superficial change in policy that fell short of what the
government ought to be doing to ensure safety. The groups have
generallyvcalled‘for regulators to require strict safety

- testing, long-term monitoring of health and wildlife effects,

and mandatory labels on bxofoods 8o consumers know what they
are buying. : .
Glickman said mandatory labellng of foods containing
gene-gpliced ingredients was premature.
"We are not in a position to do mandatory labeling rlght
“v," Glickman told reporters after addressing a new National
ademy of Sciences committee that is analyzzng biotech food
zssues and regulatzons
"We wouldn't even know how to go down :hat road rxghc now
even if it were a good ldea and I'm not pre- supposzng that lt
is, " he added.
‘More than a dozen other natxons -~ ‘including Japan, South
Korea and the European Union -- have adopted mandatcry labelxng
of biofoods.
During his speech to the 18-member National Academy of

‘Sciences panel, Glickman said that while genetically modified

foods are safe the feéderal government must respond to
"legitimate concerns® about the focd

“The goal has to ba to give people the confxdence that che
system is on the level,® Glickman said. "Industry, whxle an’
important part of tha system, does not run the show. " ’ :

Biotech issues are a top priority at the USDA, which has
appcznted its own advisory panel to examine exxsclng
regulations and policies.

As part of the administration's 1nxcxat1ve, the USDA wzll
help standardize tests developed to detect tiny amounts of
genetzcally altered corn, soybeans and other grains.

"We have also been approached by scme of the entities that
are developing identity-preserved mechanisms to validate those
processes,“ said Enrique Figueroa, USDA deputy undersecrecary

“»r marketing and regulatory programs.

Some companies such as Cargill Inc. ‘are already using . _
‘.dentity preservaticn. to carefully track what variety of grain
is planted, and how it is produced, handled and shipped. The
method is an alternative to crop segregation, which requires 3
completeiy separate -~ and more costly -~ marketing system to
meet European and Asian, customers' demands £or non- genetically
altered grain shipments.




A proposed rule on standardized testing, and possibly the
identity preservation of grains, will be published in the
Federal Register in the “next three to four months* for
suggestions and comments from the public, Figuerca said.’

{{(washington.commodsenergy.newsroom@reuters. ccm)) o

IUTERS : :
r 18:38 05-04-00“
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. . BEIJING — U.B, and Chinese
businesges looked forward to

more stable trade, Clrina’s govern-
ment

ties with Washington and Chi.

na’s neighbors spoke of better.

| -sion to monitor China's human
and labor rights. The U.8. SBenata

hojpe for-closer

3 concede in the legislation, while

_ ciation of Realtors said.

An upswing in mm rates
helped amount for t.he doclina.

rates higher in the coming
monthn to alow the economy to a

" lieve the l'ed will boost nterest

' Pm
g ahntpahootar
tanstocarrytho 2
: g Pioerce’s diseane
t ou;h orchnrd.a and vine--
* - dies for the next

yurdn.
.About 500 acres of Riverside - government already spends

uta

“this insect s a. major problem

'AFarm. Disaster ballout to help
| state vmeyards h1t by disease

afmeasmgivmﬁnalap— ,

pmvnl faced no such problema.

More than half of the mea-

sure, $8.2 billion, will pay for ad-
d.it.innal crop insurance subai-
five years. The

) - County vin already have . roughly $1 on a year subai-
'Eo;usal pe ﬂ: for peace after u’t"u‘i& | been lost to the bacteria infeeta- 'vdlzxngy premiums, but many
ties wi %‘w"""" permanen , uon. ‘which has been detected. " farmers still buy only the lowest

" Bu came&omawide : -north dal? with the: :.umount of coverage
t:l'ump a's'government ed -1 b inch-long, Y ant will pick up
the U.8. House vote “wise.” leafho pmgmsact. 59% -the premium for the
Shares in eompan.iea Md to "I'hm is an epidalmc of un-f‘;'fmoct common of crop insur-
. known p rtions,” uld Rep. :"ance, up from e cumnt 40%
- profit . from dF° .o
;‘:m o w::;:‘::. .~_whoahomonthaHousoA¢- . Ina ooughtbySnnkm
fre8nobes.cot nzuaa on - Chi- .| : rleulture Committee.-"We have ' and other ornia co-o ra-
h'm m nese stock mar- ;. -,-,nrealpmblemonourhnndsmd;‘-tivu the measure also uﬁr
-c,',mm.-.. m .For.Chi- | : avw{ -to con- ' mit the big co-ops to buy subsi-
'Ias|m|53 " nese and U.S. 'tmn and con ‘migration of - insurance to make nvaﬂ-
. " buginesses, the this infestation.” : lg to farmers. -
A . eud of apnual. mmfedgumnd.msgg_-' An addmona.l &;1 gm E‘ilf“;ﬁ .
"divisive. congresai debsa .. e California precisal
“ghinau?rkde -&731. pm::sg?l p&rtmmt orl“ood and ‘Agricul.’;" r:disutar ml.lznhat lawmak- -
greater stability. - “I. ture *“monitor for the earliest - muythaywanttostop provid-

Butwhnewelw  Wednes- | '=igns of the disease and ln-.'.mﬁ,h
. day’s :ﬁ“' the Behmg mmp 1. npectnnmety stockpﬂurtouhlp-;-__ ‘ uamgge?dchmu:xka t:fi tl[z;n
assailed a provision in the House - 1a] -

. legmlaﬂonptn establish @ commin- Unfortnnataly. lawmakm . has I;'mply dou-

- bled the subuau ’puymenu al- -

ready sched all cotton

N

_ :‘fglitwml?ﬂ'u tbe ure, . would not elhmnnu the dm-‘,l -in the current omhoFam ]
' Chmapmteatedmthatl.s | ease” me:m-
ernment and "we reserve ‘{ﬂ'. " "For t.hin longnr-eerm eﬂ’ort W marks the third utmlght
right to take furthes actions,” Far- the House is tuukaup. year that Congress has nmd-
e|gn Muugtry gpoko.'omm : ooon a fiscal 2001 culturo Od emergency farm reli
Zhang Qiyue said. : ’gbmthntlncludu $2 rmntmnmnxwulnovat
" But daa ita the. , Zhang" 2_- ion orUmvonity Canfor-"’m
‘~lndu:nted§aj would Liogor its i ma- ased ‘Plerce's 'disesse re- - When Congmu laat touched
P ement with .the. United - another $1.1 miilion for the crop insurance am, in
'8 ates in November to open Chi- | Amuﬂ al Research Service 1984, the stated intection was
pa’s markets, work and additional ‘help ~ also to get out of the business of
-Noting U.S. concerns about a ocontingency fund. mdmg annual ihrm disastar
jing’s trustworthiness, chief crop insurance and disas- ] .

Chmese wWT0 n”phator Long

' aleo said *China will un-

' d tedly out all its promis-
es made is the WTO n rtez‘m..
tions,” state media repo _

jing’s anger over the human’
rights commission had been ex-
pected. For weeks, China had

Congress to extend uncon-
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~ Beagle guards S from bad bugs

BN T
PR

By Carter Dou%herry

THE WASHINGTON TiMi

Getting busted by Ilka M.
Matthes and her partner, Comnet, at
Dulles International Airport does
not typically fraumatize weary
trans-Atlantic fliers. Some of them
even find it fun.

Ms. Matthes is a “canine offi-
cer” with the US. Cepartment of
Agriculture’s “Beagle Brigade."
And Comet is a friendly beagle
with a nose for illegal imports of
plant and animal products.

Their work begins when the 28-
year-old Ms. Matthes leads 2V

year-old Comet to the handbagor |

suitcase of an incoming passenger
inthe baggage claim area for inter-

national flights. Every so often,

Comet sits next to a bag.
Itis a “passive response” Comet

has been trained to exhibit when -

his keen senses detect what might
be contraband.

“Do you have any fresh fruits or
vegetables with you! Ms. Matthes

asks the passenger, who often is - |

‘more interested in the cute beagie
than the uniformed officer. .
If the answer isno, sheis usually
able to establish fauiy quickly that
the passenger had produce before
landing in the United States, and
* the matter ends there. If the an-
swer is yes, she will record the de-
tails on the passenger’s customs
declaration card. The goods are
confiscated when the passenger
leaves the customs area, and later.
“incinerated. An attempt to hide
products whose import is illegal
" can result in a $250 fine.

“It's best just to declare any and
all foods you carry in,” Ms. Matth- .

es said.

Ms. Matthes is part of the Plant
Protection and Quarantine pro-
gram of the Animal and Plant
Heaith Inspection Service
(APHIS). This division of the agri-
~ culture deparunem is responsible

for ‘ensuring that potenually de-

structive pests do not make their
way into the United States via un-
. witting airline passengers..

The 1979 Mediterranean frmt
fly infestation in California prob-
ably started when an intemational
traveler brought “wormy fruit”
into the United States, according to
the APHIS Web site. The problem
took three years and $100 million
to clean up.

Though Ms. Matthes has other
duties, like operating the APHIS

- X-ray machine and inspecting pas--

sengers’ luggage, she clearly rel-
ishes working with Comet, whom
she regards as a trusted partner
who happens to be a dog, and
whose personality she knows weil.

Comet sits to alert Ms. Matthes after detecting the smell of fruit inside
the bag of a newly arrived passenger (above). Ms. Matthes
congratulates Comet (below) after he detected contraband.

Washington at Work is a regular
feature that focuses on the people

- behind area bu.smesses and gov-

emment.

that hides a real jokester,” she said.
“1f he were a human, he'd stick his
leg out to trip someone walking

. down the aisle.”

© And Ms. Mmhes knows her am-
mals.

was 3. I was always the arumnal col-

‘lector;’ she said, “the dogs, the

cats, the rabbits, the fish ... you

get the idea.” - ‘
Ms. Matthes came to the job in

the summer of 1995. Her mother

knew someone in the Dulles office. -

She graduated from ergmm Tech
that same year with minors in ani-
mal sciences, biology and chem-
istry. Because a science back-
ground was a requirement for

" APHIS officers, she was well-

suited to a job that is, fundamen-
tally, about catching pests.

- After a 13-weeK training course )

at John F. Kennedy Airportin New
York, she was qualified to work as
a canine officer. Now, for over
three of her five years with APHIS,
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Brazil gears up for key ruling on GM corn imporcs

8y Jeremy Smith : .
RIO DE JANEIRO, June 29 (Reuters) - A ‘Brazilian gOVernmenc
mmission should rule this week on the safety of zmportzng
netically-modified corn, posgsibly paving the way for a major
policy shift on GM foods from South America's farming giant.

The National Biogsafety’ Commission (CTNBLO) will end a .
three-day meeting on Friday, when it will issue its views on ' - /zr/
the public health impact of animal and human consumption of any . ‘ 0/(
of the 13 varietiesg of GM corn currently on the market 'K

Brazil outlaws genetxcally altered crops and is. the
hemlsphere 8 last major ‘grains competiteor to the United States
to hold Qut as an anti-GM bastion -- while neighboring-

Argentina is already the world® 8 second largest GM’ producer,
particularly of corn and soybeans.

The commission is widely expected to approve imports of GM
corn, one of the few agricultural commodities where Brazil's ’ -
production is insufficient to meet local demand. ’

CTNBio cautiocusly recommends a national policy favering
transgenics and authorizes some limited testing of GM crops.

"We will make a detailed analysis of each of the varxetlés
of corn," said CTNBio's president Leila Macedo Oda. "We haven't
received notification from any country that there have been ‘
problems with the consumption of genetically-modified corn.”

"This technology (GM) is irreversible, but there has to be
an effective control so that society can live with it without
running risks," she told reporters earlier this month. '

Despite growing more than 30 million tonnes of its own corm
a year, Brazil still xmports to meet internmal demand. This

“ear, due to a drought over the southern farmlands, demand is
sxpected to exceed supply by at least two million tonnes.
- But in recent weeks government authorities, alerted by
international envirconmental group Greenpeace,. have turned back
~at least two cargoes of Argentine corn from Brazilian ports as
the grains were fourid to be genetically modified.

Greenpeace said Thursday its activists would dress as ccoks
and demonstrate through the afternocon outside the CTNBio
meeting to demand “transparency' in the commiasion's decision.

Although the viaws of CTNBio will bs paramount for Brazil
to authorize entry of any GM corn, the final decision will rest
with the Agriculture Ministry -- which specifically asked. the
commission to look at imports from the U.S. and Argentina.

I1f Brazil does éeventually approve GM corm, the next obvious
policy step would ba to authorize wide-scale planting and,
presumably, exports of soybeans. Brazil is the world's second
largest soybean producer after the United States.

But analysts took a more skeptical line, stressing that
whatever this week's technical decision of the commission turns
out to be, the Agriculture Ministry -- where the ‘buck stops .-
sctill appears to be rigid in its anti-GM policy.

"It's pclitxcally sensitive but corn and soy are related
cagses," said Flavio Franca, chief gsoybean analyst: at lemding
grains consultancy Safras e Mercado. "The government's policy
applies to all transgenic products in general."

"If they allow (GM) corn imports, consequently soybeans are
included in that process. But it's not them (CTNBio) in charge
because it'll then go to the Agrxculture Ministry,” he said.

Franca pointed to a court decision late Wednesday which
upheld a consumer-led injunction slapped on U.S. biotechnology
' and agribusiness giant Monsanto Co. <MTC.N> in 1999, which bans
~“itaa ~# ira OM RBeaiindun Readv sovbeans in Brazil.

.'-vv«"-"



UN~Biotech, 0367 : .
US: debate ovar biotech food ignores 1ts humanitacian potential

‘ UNITED NATIONS (AP) The U.S. agriculture secretary urged
supporters and detractors of qenetiéally englneered food Monday Lo
focus on the benefits bLoLechnoJoqy can have 1in Eeeding the growing
world population.

with 800 million people chronically hungry and Lh@ world's
population expected to hit 9. billion in 50 years, ~'we have to do
somethlng to sgueeze higher yields out of fewer and fewer acres,''
-Dan Glickman told a panel discussion of the U.N. Economic and
Social Council. : _

Glickman said biotech foods must. be part of the answer, since
‘they can not only increase the quantity but the quality of food.

. Genetlically engineered crops tncluding corn, cotton and
soybeans have become popular in the United SLaLes over the past
few years because of the increased vyields. .

But they have met increased consumer reslstance Lﬂ Europe and
Asia. Critics of the crops, which are resistant to herbicides or
insects, say that there isn't enough known about thaLr impact on
health and the environment.

- Glickman decried what he called the ~"loud, contentions,
trans-Atlantic food fight'' that has ensued, saying both supporters
and detractors of biotech had lost sight of 1ts potential to ease
hunger in the developing world. A a :

‘Many of the opponents, frankly, can afford the luxury of their
opposition; they don't have to worry about food insecurity since
they live Ln prosperous, agriculturally abundant societies,'' he
salid. o ‘ ' .

But Glickman also criticized biotech's proponents, the
multinational corporations that are developing the products
saying their foous on profit was also MLSSLng Che poing.

‘[t they took the longer view they might see tha benefit of
focusing on the developing world not just as a gesture of
corporate citizenship but because such an investment will
ultimately pay dividends as developing countries mature 1nto
reliable customers,'' he said. ‘ .

In his speech, Glickman also announced a dlrs 14% million new

package of farm aid © invelving 350,000 metric tons of wheat, corn
and rice to Afghanistan, Kenvya and Horn of African nations hit by
drought .

AP-NY-07-17-00 202 LEDT

Copyright {<; 2000 The A§so¢iatéﬂ Press
Received by NewsEDGE/LAN: 7/17/00 B:32 PM
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BKTQWRY] [3] GMCs: Slickman says Krafz's zaco shell cecall "apptopfla:e”
-~ (8] GMOs: GlicKman says Kraft's caco shell recall "appropriate” --

8y Charles H. Featherstone, BridgeNews

Washington--Sept. 253--Kraft Foods has "acted appropriately” by recalling
aco shells that may contain’a type of genetically engineered corn not approved
for human consumption, USDA Secretary Dan Glickman told :éporce;q Monday. :

Glickman said that food and Orug Administration is monitoring the situation
and the taco shells--licensed from Taco Bell--need to be removed from the food
supply system.

"Kraft has handled 1t well,” Glickman said of the recall.

Last week, consumer and anti-GMO watchdog groups said they discovered small
quantities an allergen-like protein in Taco Bell taco shells. The protein comes
from a type of GMO corn only approved for animal feed. S

Glickman said that grain segregation methods needed to be tightened to,
ensure that the unapproved corn-doesn’'t work 1ts way into the human food chain
again. ) )

When asked about ongoing neqocxacxons between the administration and
Congress over the fiscal 200l agriculture appropriations bill, Glickman said
that USDA was "still working with OMB" on farm loss assistance figures and USDA
had no timetable for when final emergency assistance numbers would be available.

The last 60 days were critical in measuring how much emerqency farm aid
would be necessary, Glickman said, noting possible rain damage of the durum
wheat crop in North Dakota and ongoing drought damage in the south.

The Senate has approved roughly $2 billion in emergency aid for fiscal
2001, while the House has not. Glickman said he couldn’t recommend the
president sign any spending the fails to adequately fund USDA and provide
disaster assistance. End ‘ . ‘

[Begin BridgeLinks] ' . . '
Charles H. Featherstona, BridgeNews, Tel: 202-220-3729 ‘
Send comments to grain@bridge.com

To sea other stories on this subject, double clxck on
Madia://NewsSearch: /&ource-ma:/HLonly/St:an*GMOs/go/Sea:ch

.
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USDA says better job needed in segregating biotech Crops

WASHINGTON, Sept 25 (Reuzers) - Agriculture Secretary Daﬁ
Glickman said Monday that Kraft Foods Inc's <MO.N»> recall of '
taco shells concaxnlnq an unapproved biotech corn variety
showed the government has to do a better job of segregatlng
gene-spliced grains and commodities. .

"We've got to do a better job of segregating those
commodities to make sure-chat...we basically protect people
from things that haven't been approved,” Glickman told
reporters after speaking at a hunger forum.

He also praised the Food and Drug Admlnlscratlon for
keeping a close eye on the situation.

"The FDA is monitoring the situation very closely, very

carefully." Glickman said. "I don't think there ig any public '

health and safety issue here but the fact is the product has
not been approved for human congumption. It should not be
served.”

A Kraft announced tlhe recall on Friday after finding evidence
that a variety of Bt corn approved only for animal feed was in
some taco shells it manufactured. The corn has not been allowed
in human food because of scientists' worry that it might be an
allergen. : ‘

The USDA, FDA and Environmental Protection Agency share
responsibility for regulating biotech foods. The USDA has
authority over farm field testing of new biotech crops, while
the EPA is resgsponsible for evaluating crops that have been
genetically altered toc repel pests.

The FDA is now fipalizing rules that will mandate
consultations between agency scientists and food companies
developing new varieties of gene-spliced products. Currently,
those consultations are voluntary. ‘ ’

The agency is alse¢ working on guidelinea for food
manufacturers who want to add a label indicating whether a food
does or does not contain a gene-modified ingredient.

Another speaker at the hunger meeting, the Rockefeller
Foundation's Gordan Ccnway, said the U.S. government should
require labels on genetically modified food.

“I believe there is a large consumer demand for it. It's as
simple as that," said the head of the philanthropic group which
supports the development of biotech crops to help improve
yields in the Third World.

Conway also said he did not believe biotech food presented
any "serious health hazard.®

{{washington. commodsenergy newsroom@reuters.com) )

REUTERS ,
Rtr 14:49 09-25-00

:TICKER: MO

: SUBJECT: DOAG ENV GRNS SOYB EMFS LIVE FDPR USA SCI
Copyright (¢} 2000 Reuters

Received by NewsEDGE/LAN: 09/25/2000 3:00 PM
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(3] F0s: SliTkman says TIPS may need human appoon

-- 3] Ef:si Lizxman Saj: Trops may need numan aporoval Zefirre iptraduzcisn - -
3y Chafies H. Featherstone, 3ridgeNaws
“ashington--Oct. 2--Y.5.. snvizandental and 2354 and 4rug cequlators should

ansider Darring the promotisn o5f fuTure DidTech foads unsil they have been
agproved Isr human £oDIUMPCIon a3 a4 Way TO S35t consumer zonfilience in the
s0d supply, USDA Secretary Dan Glickman said Monday. :

-
L4 R

€

eh

Slickman vas responding %o guestions from reporters about USDA's
innouncement Friday thae Aven:is TropSciences will Duy all of chis vear's cr:
2% Srarlink corn grown by U.S. farmers because Traces of the corn--which has
ot been approved for human consumption--was fiund 1in commercially avaziable
porocessed foods.

According to Kelith Pirtts, senior aide to Glickman for bLotechnoLoqy, USDA
and IPA 3scepped L1n last weeX Lo require Aventls To purchase all of 1ts Starlink
corn afzer <he two agsncies became copncerned that the company was not living up
O LTS liZenslng agreement =5 prevent the crsp from entering Tthe hwran food
3yscem. ) i

71775 sard the purchase--which he estimated zo3ting Aventls somewhere
becween 390 million and 5190 million--will be managed by JSDA's Commodity
Credit Corporation (CCC). TC2C will store all of zhe corn until Aventis presents
a plan to dispose of the corn, es1ther for ethanol manufacture or as animal feed.

Mace Rand, cs-coordinator of GE Food Alert's U.5. campaign. told 8ridgeNews
Monday that e was pleased chat USDA and ZPA acted to have Aventis purchase The
enTire Crop, but said such measUres were no substitute £or rigorous testing and
stronger requlation by the EPA and FDA.

" "de're very disappoinrted with EDA,” Rand sa;d “They are not :akinq :his as
seriously ad they should.” o

Rand said that there would be further problems with unapproved biotech
crops in the food system as long as companles were sllowed to poricc_chemselves.

Acéording to Pitcs, FDA has confirmed the presence of Starlink's :
genetically altered DNA 1n the Taco 3ell taco snells orlqznally ca:cad by the
consumer and environmental groups.

Pitts said that FDA has not found any traces of a suspect protein produced
by the Starlink corn. The protein possesses chemical properties similar to
xnown food allergens, and while Starlink corn 1s not XKnown TO cause any
allergic reactions in people, the presence of the protein nas held up its
approval in human food.

Starlink corn is one of eight different ”ypes of 8t corn, which use a gens
from a bacterium to produce a "natural” insectic:ide desxgned to ward off the
furopean corn bo:e:'bgecla.lazva. Of the approved types, 1T is the only form of
'GMO corn that articulates an allergen-like protein. End

2
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USDA reimburses fruill growers hurt by citrus canker

WASHINGTON, Occt "17 (Reuters) - Florida fruitc growers
devastated by the desdtructive citrus canker this crop season
are eligible for federal reimbursement of up to $4,004 per acre
for their losses, U.S. Agriculeure Secretary Dan Glickman said
Tuesday. . o : :

Glickman said eligible owners will receive $26 per tree
lwith a4 cap ranging between $2,704 to $4,004 per acre depending
on the tree type. .

Citrus canker is a bacteria that does not harm humans, but
is highly contagious for fruit trees and can lead to huge
economic losses in citrus orchards. Symptoms on infected citrus
plants include brown, raised lesions surrounded by an oily,
water-soaked base and a yellow ring or halo.

“This assistance 13 critically needed to help reduce the
economic effect of the citrus canker quarantine on affected
commercial citrus growers in Florida," Glickman said in a
statement. "

"More than 700,000 commercial citrus trees have been
destroyed so far to combat this devastating outbreak," he
added. .
'~ Glickman said the USDA also plans to publish soon a.
proposed rule that will include compensatory payments for .
commercial citrus growérs who have or will incur income losses
due to requlatory actions taken to eradicate citrus canker.

((Randy Fabi, Washington Commodities, 202-898-8394, fax
202-863-1049)) :

REUTERS .
Rtr 18:42 10-17-00

:SUBJECT: DOAG BEVG USA
Copyright (c) 2000 Reuters
Received by NewsEDGE/LAN: 10/17/2000 6:54 PM
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Fngineered c051 wRich has been approved sniy 53: an:.mal consumption, has peen
ceamingled with corn used for numan Zonsumpiian, leading o a recall of the

1 +
zozn and threats from importmcs that They may malc nerr buyiag of U.S. corn.

“Ahile there may be-a little BlLip 1n the very short ferm, overall, if we
act guickly to find this corn, act .n good faith, let the world know our )
exports of this corn arfid that the corn was not iatended for human consumption,
1f we work with foreign governments, [ would think 1t would not only be a
neqative, it could become a pasxtxve. Ln terms of other parts of the world
believing tRat we're on top of the situation,” Glickman said in an intecview on

the sidelines of the Business Councxl meeting here.

Starlink corn produces its own insecricide from oaccerxa genes grafted into

tne plant’'s DNA. Created by Aventis CropSciences, a unit of the french
phazmaceucxcal firm Aventis SA, the corn was not approved for human consumpticn
because of tne gotential risk of allergic reactions in humans but was cleared
for use as an animal feed.

The corn variety has been involved in recent food recalls in the United
States, and earlier this week Japanese officials announéed that traces had been
found in a baking mix called "Home Made Saking." Japanese importers said they
may temporarily halt their U.S. corn purchases until 1t is guaranteed to be’
free of the hybrid. ‘

"It would he logical to assume that some oeople that are buying our product
would be asking questions,” Glickman said. “3ut [ do not believerthis will have
any medium~ or long-term negative effect on agriculture or agriculcture sales
overseas. .

“We need to get it out of the potenctial food supply, and that's what we've
been doing by helping the company identify where the corn is and getting it
into other markets, " he said. ]

Glickman's aides said all but 1.2 million bushels of cthis year's 80 million
bushels of Starlink corn in the market have been located. Glickman said che
recovery of the corn i3 expected to cast between 580 million and 3100 million,
and much of that cost will be passed on to Aventis.

"[ personally don't believe that tnis represents any health concerns for
the puolic, Sut on the other hand, 1t has not been approvad for human
consumption, so we cannot let it cut chere for that process,” Glickman said.

de said the USDA in the last 24 hours has nocified exporrers: of what they
must do i1n order to ship the producet safely

While the USDA is finding this year's corn, last year's crop. will be harder
o locate and pull out of the market. ‘ .

*I‘'m sure ['ve eaten a lot of it because [ eat a lot of tacos, and so far
noching has happened,” Glickman said. "With a product like corn or soybeans,
trat is so fungible, that so easily can go into both markets, we will not be
able to, as a government, approve it for one use only.

Glickman said that when Starlink was aporoved for animal feed, it was
selieved that modified crops could be kept separace from non-medified crops,
w<hich since has proven Lo pe nearly impossible. "The company in Juestion,

Aventis, committed it would segregate iz, chey committed they would notify
farmers on the segregation, and it just didn’'t work. The company didn't perform
1vs responsxbilitlea fully, or farmers commingled their crop, we don't know how
1 happened.’

Glickman would not comment on whecner Aventis could face :equla:ory ac:xon
Ior ‘~3 mistakes.

de said modified crops must ve appcoved for both human and anxmal
consumption in the future.

“This i3 the only product of its ctype ~hat <as not ‘approved for both human
and an:ral consumption," Glickman saird. "It was approved -only £5r animal
coasumpr.on. Ae cannot do that. anymore.”

Sll:k:an said he expects the food Lndustcy eventuaLl/ “1ll ¢

equire labeliny
of products Chat contaln genetically modiliied grains, aizhougn a2l

Lable tests

for modified graing first need t2 De developed.

! think we're going to see much more labeling .n ihe Ta
aow,” Glickman said. "I don't taink we should be afraid of lap
{3eqin 8ridgelinks] v

Cameron QJueck,. 3zidgeNews, Tel: (2121 172-7569 !

Send comments to equity@bridge.com The s
(end Bridgelinks]| e -

Copyrighrt 2000 Bridge Information Systems inc. All :ancs rese:ved
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'i.j_j Attached: Maifﬂassage

From:
To:
Subject:

~ Attachments:

. Message:

ANDY SOLOMON

~ Isi Siddiqui, Isi Siddiqui, Keith Pitts, Susan McAvoy \OOX

Glickman CNNFn interview this morning ' S :
CNNFn ' I M)%/
<Time: 09:12:00> - ' | ‘

THIS IS A RUSH TRANSCRIPT THIS COPY MAY NOT BE iN ITS FINAL
FORM AND MAY BE UPDATED.

DAVID HAFFENREFFER, CORRESPONDENT, CEO SUMMIT: Well, Bill
there have been a lot of topics discussed this year's business council
meeting. And essentially once the survey comes out the chairmen and
CEOs have a chance to get into these session where they discuss

topics that might be of interest to them. Among the topics that

we've aiready seen spoken about here, over last couple of days,

- demographic and population trends. Also how technological advances

will affect our quality of life. Today, ""Feeding the Masses". And

we re thrilled to have as a guest with us today the Secretary of
Agriculture Dan Glickman, joining us. :

DAN GLICKMAN, SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE Thank you.
HAFFENREFFER: Welcome. The title of the speech is "'Feeding the
Masses: The Role of Genetically Modified Foods". And you have yet

" to give the speech. You re going to in about a haif hour’s time.

What is among some of the more important pomts you |l be making
today.

GLICKMAN: Well, | think the recogmtmn that we ve got about a
billion peopie in this world who are seriously under fed or are
engaged in a famine or starvation mode. And there is probably no
way to feed them in a sustainable way. That is without ripping up
the soil and the forest and everything eise, without using new
technology. Genetic engineering to try to—let’s say, increase
yields, reduce the need for water, those kinds of things—will

allow them to become more seif-sufficient. And that's also true,
frarikly, in developed world. Even the United States, we re going to
find the need to make our products better. More nutritious, being
more positive in the environment. And it's not likely we can do

that without using new techniques like genetic engineering.
HAFFENREFFER: Are they U.S.-based compames that are at the .
forefront of this technology?

GLICKMAN: Both U.S. and European, aithough the U.S. has had a
leadership role in these areas.

HAFFENREFFER: What is being done as far as providing food for

' ...f‘GWWEB.EXE‘?MSG-ACTTCN=READ—ATTACH§!ATTACH-[D=1&MSG—DRN=14932610/29/2000
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-eftort, perhaps almost alt of the effort.
GLICKMAN: Well, so far we ve been providing a lot of food , :
assustance to the world. The U.S. provides aimost 2/3 of this \ 6@

v\,\..

yeat's food assistance to the world. And in sub-Saharan Africa ail

- the hungry people-in fact, there's been famine averted because of
U.S. food assistance. But we do need to continue our research and
development of products where we can enhance the production of food
using new technologies. But we also have to make sure that
regulatory system is fair and balanced and impartial, because we
don't wan to jeopardtze consumer confidence that the food supply is
safe.
HAFFENREFFE: | do want to ask you about Star Link, this was this
genetically modified corn that was approved for animal use only,

- not humans. it did shift its way onto the grocery store shelves
awhile back. Now there are some concerns from overseas that it
might be getting into their food as weill. What s being done on this
front?

GLICKMAN: Well, the government; EPA, USDA the Food & Drug
Administration, are doing our best to try to help get this product
out of the food supply. This is the only product of it's type

that's been approved, to date, that was not approved for human
consumption, only for animal consumption. And it did in some

~ mistaken way get into at least-a portion of food supply.
| mean, | personally don't believe that it's dangerous to
anybody's health. But it has not been approved for human
consumption. Some of the companies have withdrawn things like taco
shells, other kinds of things. The cereal companies have indicated
some concern. So, we need to get that out of the food supply,
particularly to give the public confidence that the regulatory
system is working. | personally, again, don't believe that there’ s
any danger to it, however.

HAFFENREFFER: Are we likely to see other foods in future being
approved just for animal use and not for human use? Or are we
likely to see that go away?
GLICKMAN: | don't think so. | think this is-we've learned that
if we are going to approve a food for animal use, a genetically
engineered food, it's got to be approved for human use and both or
else we shouldn't do it all. Because this is-given the way the fact
that most of the corn and a lot of the soybeans we produce go into
both food and in animai use that you can't keep them separate

~ anymore.
HAFFENREFFER: Rrght now, Japan has voxced some concerns about
corn that they re receiving from U.S.? '

GLICKMAN: We have a team over in Japan right now. Japan is a
very large customer of U.S. agricultural products, corn

- particularly. And we are doing our best to assure them that we re
on top of the situation. And we're getting this out of the food

supply.
~...;'GWWEB.EKE?MSG-ACTION*READ-ATTACWP‘{‘&?WTACH-ID=l&MSG-DRN=1493: 10/29/2000
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= by Good tuck on your speech.
GLICKMAN: Thank you.

-
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S€splie 3tariink Woes, Glickman sees GMO seed Jrowoh

8y Yanessa Morsse

WICHITA, Kan., MNov 20 (Reuters) - U.S. Agriculture
Secrenary Dan Slickman said Monday he did not chink the. cucrent

controversy over .Starlink corn would have a long-term negative
impact on the use of blo-engineered grain seed 1n the U.S.

With proper testing and full disclosure about test
-.ndings, Glickman sald the problems with Starlink and related
fears about the growan use. of genetically modified seeds could
be overcome. : '

. "The most important thing we need to have 1s good testing
and good disclosure to the farmers and to the public,” Glickman
told a Reuters reporter. "If we base this on sound science, the
market will continue to expand for bio-engineered seeds and
foods. "

Glickman's comments followed an address to the Kansas
Association of Conservation Districts annual meetxng in Wichita
' Monday.

Starlink is a genetically modified corn variety that is
approved only for animal feed, but has been found mixed lnto
human food items like chips and taco shells. :

More than.300 food brands have beén recalled from grocery
store shelves across the United States because of Starlink
contamination and American corn exports have been feeling a
packlash from overseas buyers who fear buying U.S. corn because
it may be contaminated with Starlink. ‘

Last week, the USDA issued a weekly report showing U. S
corn exports were 39 pe percent below the four-week average. Both
Japan, the single biggést buyer of American corn, and South
Korea, have Curtailed corn purchases from the U.S. because of-
the issue. :

Glickman said he had high hopes the testing of export corn

“sr Starlink that began last week would go a long way toward

.leviating concerns of foreign buyers. .

"I believe we can work out the problems with testing and
with the transparent system those problems can get resolved,'
Glickman said. "They (foreign buyers) want to know what's'iln

their corn and they want to make sure it's corn that is
destined for food consumption. That is our goal as well.

Glickman said it was crucial that testing work properly to
differentiate Starlink from non-Starlink corn.

"It's very important that it goes well and people belleve
rhat i1t has a lot of credibility to it. I think time will tell,
but ['m hopeful,” Glickman said.-

On Monday, the Wall Street Journal reported that some large

grain processing companies were discouraging U.S. farmers:from
planting qenetlcally modified grain seed in light of numerous
. problems that have cropped up lately with keeping qenetlcally
modified grains separate from non-GMO grains.

( (Kansas City bureau, 816-561-8671, fax, 816—931-4291,
carey.gillam@reuters. com))

REUTERS

acr 18:01 11-20-00
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NEW SALES AG&NT Foit uommo cropPst The Agriculture

. Department is considering play-
ing a broader role in helping mar-
ket genetically engineered crops
and in segregating those crops
from nonengineered ones, Dan
Glickman, the department secre-
tary, said yesterday. Some coun-
tries and food processors are de-

a development that threatens American farm exports,
unless the identity of varieties can be guaranteed. The
Agriculture Department is seeking public comment on
whether it should be involved in accrediting, reviewing
or certifying the performance of programs aimed at
ensuring that crops are not contaminated by other

manding only nonmoditied crops,

varieties,

Andrew Pollack (NYT)
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Better controls eyed for biotech crops

ASSOCIATED PRESS .

The governunent is considering
ways to improve the tracking and
detection of genetically engi-
neered crops as a resuit of prob-
lems with a type of biotech corn
that inadvertently got into the food

supply.

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Secretary Dan Glickman said yes-
terday that his agency will take
public comment on a.series of
steps to facilitate the marketing of
biotech crops and to keép them
separate from conventional food.

Those steps would include es-
tablishing definitions for biotech
and conventional crops as part of

us system of quality grades and
standards.

“In order to protect our domes-
tic and foreign markets and ensure
public confidence, it's essential
that we improve our ability to iden-

tify and track genetically modified
farm products,” Mr. Glickman
said.

Corn exports dropped sharply
this fall after the disclosure that
the unapproved biotech corn,
known as StarLink, had been used
in taco shells. The problem also

has forced some processors to shut

down and has snarled grain ship-
ping in lowa and other parts of the
Midwest.

Mr. Glickman blamed the prob-

lemn on the corn's developer, Aven- :
tis CropScience, which was sup-
posed to ensure that the corn was .
used only for animal feed or indus-
trial purposes such as production
of ethanol, a gasoline additve. It:
has not been approved for human

consumptcn. :

{n addidon to considering new.
rules for the handling of biotech
crops, the department is ponder-
ing how to regulate ormamental .|
grasses and trees being developed
through genetic' engineering. Ag-'
riculture Department officials are
concerned about the new plants.
possibly cross-pollinating with:
weedy relatives and causing envi- -

‘ronmental damage. .

I
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New rules considered to track biotech crops

WASHINGTON (AP) The government is looking to improve the
tracking and deteccion.pf‘biocech crops to protect markets for both :
~gene-altered and conventional foods, and avoid further disruptions <<:
in grain trading and processing. ‘ ‘ [O

"TIn order to protect our domestic and foreign markets and
ensure public confiderice, it's essential that we improve our:
ability to identify and track genéticélly modified products, '
Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman said Wednesday. k o

" He said the department will take public comment on steps his
department could take, including setting definitions for biotech
and conventional crops as part of the government’'s. system of '
quality grades and standards. ,

The Agriculture Department also could start certifying
grain-handling systems to ensure they keep biotech crops separate
from conventionally bred varieties.

Since the spring, the agency has worked on the ideas, which took
" on a new urgency when a variety of biotech corn not approved for
human consumption was discovered in taco shells this fall. Some -
food processors had to suspend operations to clean out the graln
and U.S. corn exports nave dropped sharply.

Glickman blamed the crop's developer, Aventis CropScience, which
was supposed to ensure that its StarlLink corn was only used for
animal feed or industrial uses, such as production of ethanol; a
gasoline additive.

Agriculture experts and food industry officials say the problem
exposed flaws in farm practices and the nation's grain-handling
system. Some farmers did not keep track of where they planted the
corn, while others apparently were not told of government-imposed
rescrlccxons on how the crop was to be grown and used. .

"The Starlink problem illustrates how difficult the segregaczon
problem will be. I don't think this is something that processors
and industry can work cut themselves. Having a USDA role will be
helpful,’'' said Jane Rissler, a biotech specialist with the Union
of Concerned Scientists, an advocacy group. 2

she and other biotech critics believe the government should go
further and require the labeling of foods containing biotech ~
ingredients, an idea the Clinton administration has rejected.

But both consumers and the biotech industry could benaf&t.xf the
Agriculture Department improves the tracking of biotech craps, said
Kelly Johnston, executive vice president of government affairs for
the National Food Processors Asscciation. o '

For example, consumers would know for sure whether food tﬁat
claims to be free of biotech ingredients really is, he said.

" "Those who want that kind of choice ought to be willing to bear
the cost of doing that,*‘*' he added.

) Any decision on new regulations would be up to the next
administration because Glickman will leave office in January.

The Agriculture Department also is weighing how to regulate
trees and ornamental plants being developed through genetic
engineering, Glickman said. Agency officials are concerned abcut
the new plants cross- pollinating with weedy relatives and causxng
environmental damage.

Dozens of field trials are being conducted on various trees,
flowers and grasses that have been engineered to have special |
traitcs.

They include varzetxes of Kentucky bluegrass that would be
resistant to drought or weedkillers; petunias whose flowers would
stay on longer; and poplar trees that could resist insects or

fungus. ' ' ‘
On the Net: USDA's hiotechnolcgy site:hctp:!fWW“-usda.gov/agencies/biotech/xndex.hcml
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Soeaxing ac the opening of a ctwo-day meecting oI U3DA biotechnology advisory
cmmittee, Glickman said that USDA “must not refra:in £:om asking hard

questions™ about the voLe of agriculrtural bictechnology and USDA's part in botia
regulacting and promoting it.

Part of that process will involve sesking public input on USDA's rolz :a
agricultural biotechnoulogy, Glickman said, including JU3CA's iavolvement :n
cartifying private identity-preservation systems, accoreditation of pfivaz: Labs
and che use of biotech and non-blotech crop Zefinice INS as part Of the grain
standarzds system. : .

US0A currently promotes, through che cbo;eratxve axtension service as well
is 101 it§ owWn research labs, research inco plant Jenetics. USDA nolds a number
of blotech patents, ilncluding the patent on the so-called "terminator” jerne, .
~hich pravents a seed from germinating unless 1T Ls "aciivated” Dy a cerzain
:nen ‘cal.

he technology was developed o ensure that biotecn Crops aould not -
'ollfeface uancontrolled in the wild, but many critics fear chat large
b;otechnoloqy companies will use the technology to make farmers.dependen" on
thelr seeds and their chemicals.

Xeith Pitts, special adviser to Glickman on biocech i1ssues, said Glickman
would determine how seed sterilization genes would pe licensed to companies
sefore ne leaves office on Jan. 20.

Currently, the Delta Pineland seed company holds a license for the
rechnology. _ : '

Glickman also said a long-promised biotech zesting and acc&edxtatxon lab in
Xansas City, Mo., will open in January. The lab will zerctify other .testing
labs, ciotech testing kits and will maintain a Lidrary of jenetically
-engineered crops.

CCOMMITTEE TO LOOK USDA ARQLE [N PLANT 3REEDING, LIABILITY ON GENE FIOW -

Glickman said the main issues facing the advisory committee during the next
w0 days of discussions are what role USDA should play in plant breeding and
the flow of genetically altered genes in the environment.

: Wicth more and more plant breeding research being done and patented by
private companies, Glickman said that USDA needed to look at its role in
ensuring that some plant research remains in the public sphere.

“Consolidation in the seed business could limit choices (made by farmers.”
ne said. "Some breeds may need government aid."
?itcs said the committee would discuss Starlink corn but probably would not
‘make any recommendations rto USDA on how to deal with the issue.
"Down the road, there will be follow-ups on Starlink,” he said. Znd
‘3eqin 3ridgelinks} ) ' :
zharles H. Featherstone, BridgeNews, tel: 202-220-3729%
Send comments to grain@bridge.com
{2nd 8ridgelinks}
- Copyright 2000 Bridge Information Systems I[nc. All rights reserved.
Source (B] - BridgeNews Global Markects
Categories:
T/2/2A T/2/PB G/AGD [/BTC N/CRN N/CTN N/EDM N/FGN N/GRN N/0OSD N/RCE N/V¥GO
N/AHT R/NME R/US MST/T/2/PA MST/T/2/PB MST/G/AGD WSTKI/BTC MST/N/CRN MST/N/CTN
UST/N/EDM MST/N/EGN MST/N/GRN MST/N/OSD MST/N/RCE MST/N/VGQ MST/N/WHT
MST/R/NME MST/R/US

Copyright 1998 Bridge [nfomation Systems, Inc. ("3ridge”). AlL rights-resecved,
3ridgeNews makes no representation, warranty oc quarancee as to the accuracy

or completeness of the information {including rews, prices, stagistics, analyses
and the like} provided through its service. [n no event shall BridgeNews or LtS
affiliactes pe liable to any Subscrxbe: or otner person for any decision made or

(c) B3RIDOGE Information Systems, [nc. 1998

?age

i

(¥
in


http:grainabrldge.com
http:test:.ng
http:c~opecatl.on

INTERVIEW-MOre US firmg seen adoptlng bio-food labels

3y Julie VYorman

AASHINGTON, Nov 27 {Reuters) - Regardless of how the
Starlink bio-corn safety debate plays out, more U.S. foodmakers
will likely begin voluntarily labeling products with
gene-spliced ingredients to give consumers more information,
Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman told Reuters on Monday .

Labeling is one of the key is$ues 'in the battle between
U.S. environmentalists and agribusiness over regulation of

bio- faods. o \U(;X

)

Many European and Asian nations already require labels on
foods containing genetically modified - corn, soybeans, tomatoes
and other crops. But American industry groups oppose mandatory
labeling in the United States because of the cost and the worry

.that consumers may interpret it as a warning chat a food is

less safe. . ,
The recent concroversy over StarlLink-gene-spliced corn -- a

variety not approved for use in human food but found in tacos

and chips -- has raised fresh questions about bioengineered
foods . :

“I think the trend is unstcoppable toward more and more
labeling, " Glickman said in an anervxew

MWe've go: to recognize chac the consumer is king or queen
in cthis mess," .he said. "Folks are going to want to know what's
in their food.*® .

Glickman, who is wrapping up nearly six years as Pregident

"Bill Clinton's agriculture secretary, has long been an advocate

of biotechnology as a way to improve farm yields and reduce
pesticides. All the gene-altered foods now on the market have
been choroughly tegted and are safe for human health and the
environment, he said. )

"By fighting labeling, you give the impression that chere
is something wrong with the product,* Glxckman added.

NC NEED FOR LABEL MANDATE

While labels may be needed to satisfy consumer hunger for
more information about foods they buy, the government should
not require them, Glickman said.

“I'm not calling for mandatory labeling because we don't
have any of the testing and threshold mechanisms, or would
really know how to do it,”"” he said.

But many foodmakers, which are keenly aware of consumer
shopping habits and preferences, are likely to adopt voluntary
labels. ) . ‘

"You're going to find more and more companies engaged in
labeling, " Glickman said. "We have to work with them to make
sure it's sensible, that the labeling means something and that
it's not frightening.* K

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration, which has authority
over food labels, is expected to soon issue guidelines to be
used by companies that want to voluntarily label foods. The FDA
is also expected to begin requiring companies to consult with -

" agency scientists before taking new bio-focod to markect.

Currently, only a few foods sold in organic food stores
carry labels which say they drg free of any biotech crops.
Industry experts have estimated that more than half of U.S.
foods sold in typical grocery stores -- ranging from salad
dreséings to snack foods to breakfast cereals -- contain
gene-altered soybeans, corn or other crops.

.
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Two bills that would require some form of labeling were
Lntroduced earlier this year in the U.S. Congress by Sen.
..Barbara Boxer of California and Rep. Dennis Kucinich of Ohio,
both Democrats. The legislation is likely to resurface when the
new Congress meets in January, alchough 1t remains unclear how
much bipartisanAsupporc'che bills can muster. '

STARLINK DOMINATES BIO-FOOD DEBATE

The discovery of StarLink contamination in taco shells,
chips and cornmeal in late September has focused new attention
on biotech crops. ,

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is set to hold a
public hearing on Tuesday as regulators consider whether to
grant temporary approval of StarLink in human food. If they do
not, StarLink maker Aventis SA <AVEP.PA> may face face tens of
millions of dollars in liability claims by foodmakers. grain
elevators, farmers and consumers.

Aventis, which has submitted new science data toc the EPA,
contends StarLink is safe for human consumption and carries
liccle, if any, risk of triggering diarrhea, rashes,
respiratory problems or other allergic reactions.

Meanwhile, the USDA 1is continuing to help Aventis buy back
as much of the autumn StarLink harvest as possible to prevent
it from tainting the food supply. :

The action to strictly segregate StarLink corn for animal
feed or ethanol production is being carried out "on a product
which in my judgment has no human health risks whatsocever,
Glickman said. ]

"Production agriculture, consumer groups and the food
companies are all going to have a few years of major challenges
as we look at the science of these issues and as we see how
they should be properly regulated,” he said. "We're facing that
now during the StarLink discussion.” ;

({washington.commodsenergy.newsroom@reuters.com) )

REUTERS
Rer 16:03 11-27-00

:TICKER: AVEP.FR

:SUBJECT: DRUG FRAN ENV DQAC GRNS SOYB EMFS LIVE FDPR USA
Copyright {c} 2000 Reuters

Received by NewsEDGE/LAN: 11/27/2000 4:15 PM


http:newsroom@reute1:s.com



