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. THE VICE PRESIDENT* WASHINGTON 

May 21, 1999 

The Honorable Daniel Glickman 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Room200-A· 
14tb and Independence Avenue, S W 
Wai:hington, DC 20250-0100 

Dear Dan: 

Thank you for forwarding me Dr. Baldwin's curriculum vit~e and 
his latest, health care editorial in the Washington Post. I am very glad you 
brought his interest to my attention. 

Tipper and I send our best to you and Rhoda. 

Sincet:ely,
/ i . 

fit
Al Gore· 



THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

20250'0100 

March 12, 1998 

The Honorable Al Gore 

Vice President 

Old Executive Office Building 

Suite 276 

Washington, DC 20501 


Dear AI: 

You have previously been invited to be guest speaker in Detroit at the 
Yeshiva Beth Yehudah's Annual Gala on November IS, 1998. You received the 

. invitation from my brother-in-law Emery Klein, who is married to Rhoda's sister 
Diane. I'm sure you will remember Emery from your many AIP AC visits, as well 
as your participation at David Hennelin's swearing-in ceremony. 

The dinner is one of the largest of its types in the country, and is probably 
the largest annual dinner in Michigan. Last year Bob Rubin was the guest speaker, 
and in 1996 I had the honor, along with Joe Liebennan, of speaking to 
approximately 2,200 guests at the dinner. 

While I understand that the dinner is over 6 months away, I wanted to 
. trigger the occasion's importance tome, to Emery, and to the Detroit Jewish 
Community. In the scheduling process, perhaps you can tie this event with other. 
Michigan ormid-westem activities. Maybe we can persuade David to come home 
from Oslo for the evening -- as long as he doesn't sing. 

Thanks, AI, for your consideration. 



ALGORE 


October'S, 1999 . 

The Honorable Dan Glickman 
De~artment of Agriculture 
14' St. & Independence Ave., SW . 
Washington, DC 20250 

Dear.Dan: 

Thank you so much for taking time out of your schedule to serve as a . 
surrogate during the DNC Fall Meeting. Your words of support for my 
candidacy enabled me to gain crucial support among DNC members. I 
appreciate your willingness to make time for my campaign and I look 
forward to working with you in the coming months . 

. Again, many thanks for your help .and leadership . 

. Sincerely, 

www.algore2000.com 
p.D. Box 18237 - Washington, DC 200;36 -(202) 263-6000 

Paid for by Gore 2000, Inc. . 
Contributions to Gore 2000 are not tax deductible for Federal income tax purposes . 

• a~lQ @ 

http:www.algore2000.com


THE:.SE:CRE:TARY OF AGRICULTURE: 


WASHINGTpN 


20250-0100 

. March 10, 1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESIDE 

From: Secn~tary Dan Glickman 

Subject: National Fann and Rural Liste 

In April, Deputy Se:cretary Rominger and I will be hosting a series of fann and rural forums and 
listening sessions around the country. You may recall that shortly after I became Secretary in 
April 1995, we held a series oflistening sessions around the country, culminating in a rural 
summit in Ames, If)wa which you and the President attended. ' 

The meetings next month will be a follow up to listen to fanners, ranchers and rural Americans. 
It is my hope that you will be able to attend and speak at the session in Iowa, or other meetings 
that fit your scheduJe. . . 

Currently, th~ placl~s and'dates of the meetings are as follows: 

. PLACE DATE 

Secretary Glickman Lexington, KY April :3, 1998 
Secretary Glickman· Las Cruces, NM April7, 1998 
SecretarY Glickman Aberdeen, SD April 8, 1998 
Secretary Glickman 'Ames, IA April 9, 1998 

Deputy Secretary Rominger Bangor, ME April 3, 1998 
Deputy Secretary Rominger . Tallahassee, FL April 6, 1998 
Deputy Secretary Rominger (TBD), California April 7, 1998 
Deputy Secretary Rominger . Ames, IA April 9, 1998 

Given the changin.g conditions of the world economy, particularly the Asian crisis, as well as the 
current weakness :in livestock and grains markets, these meetings can be important venues not 
only to listen to concerns of rural Americans, but also to outline the specific accomplishments of 
this Administration in fann and rural development areas as well as giving you a great opportunity 

. . . 

to outline your 0"''11 achievements and priorities to deal with the unique problems faced by rural 
and small town residents. 



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTuRE , 

OFFICE OP THE SECRE"t:'ARV 

WASI1'NGTON. O.C. 20250 

!J\TfORMATIONAl. MEMORAl\TDUM FOR 

FROM: 	 Dan Glickman 

Secrc~tary of Agricufture 


SUBJECT: 	 Impl(~mentation of a Natio 

DATE: 	 September 17, 1996 . 

. ' I am planning to travel to St. Louis, Missouri, on September 30 to announce the launching 
.of a major ~"PR initiative. As we finalize our plans for this event, I wanted to make sure that you 
are aware ofthis initiative and that you have the opportunity to become involved in the 
aMouncement.ifyour schedule allows. . . . 

In fiscal year 1997 the Rural Housing Service of the Departmentof Agriculture Win 
complete implementation of the Dedicated Loan Origination and Servicing System, improving· 
service to low~inco:me single f~ly homeowners and providing significant savings for taxpayers. 
In terms of savings and reinvention, this is one of the most significant l\"PR initiatives being 
implemented throughout the Govemment':-saving $250 miJljon in the first 5years ofoperation 

.and S100 million aJ'lnuallythereafter. 

For the put several decades the servicing of this 518 billion ponfolio ofsingJe family 
housing Joans was accomplished by staffin each of the 1,600 Farmers Home Administration 
county offices located throughout the country. Operated in this manner, the loan making and . 
servicing functions required a staff bf3.300. The Rural Housing Service will centralize the staff 
intensive servicing function with a state-of-the-art loan servicing operation in St. Louis, 
employing a staff elf only 850, with some staff remaining in the field to provide hands-on customer 
service: Other sta1f now p~rforming this function will be retrained in presently understaffed 
functions ofdie Rural Development mission area, such as technical assistance to Empowerment· 
ZoneslEnterprise Communities. Six hundred positions will be eliminated \).;th the implementation 
of the centralized s;ystem.. 

I plan to i~vite 10~1 electect officials, including Governor Carnahan, Democratic Leader 
. Gephirdt, Represe:ntative William Clay, and Representative IUchard Durbin. 

Ifyou are Interested in attending, or have any suggestions for my remarks, please have 

your staff C9ntactMartha Phipps at 720-3631 . 


. '," 

AN EOUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOVER 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT 

* WASHI NGTON 

February 15, 1996 v 
OSee 

The Honorable Dc:m Glickman 

Secretary ofAgric:ulture 

Washington, D.C. 20250 


Dear Dan: 

. . 
The Agribusiness Committee was instrumental in making our latest meeting of 

. the U.S.-Russian Joint Commission on Economic and Technological Cooperation a 
. great success. The Commission continues to achieve an unparalleled. record of 

concrete accomp~ishments .. It is helping us build the foundation of a new era in U:S.­
Russian relations based on mutually beneficial cooperation. 

. I want to trlank you for your support for the Commission. I also want to thank .'/ 
your staff for their dedicated, creative efforts to expand U.S.-Russian cooperation on a 
variety of agricultural issues. Chris Goldthwait provides invaluable leadership' on these . 
complex matters. My staff has come to rely on Michael Smith and many other members 
of your Departme!nt for their insightful analysis and for the extensive materials they 
provide to help u:s prepare for each Commi~sion meeting. 

Please pass along my appreCiation to every member of the Agribusiness 

Committee for thl9ir hard work. They are truly making a difference. 


lilY; ..-...... 
AI Gore 

AG/rs 
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ALGORE :q%ocr 31 A to: . . 53 
COPiES: ---...-. -------­---------"----­

October 28, 1996 

OSee 
. : G 

The Honorable Dan Glickman 

Department of Agriculture 

Room200A IIIII 1111 Lf 


* ,3 '.1 1 5 9 33 ~I4th Street and Independence_ A v.ey¢en SW 
. Washington, DC 20250 V . 
Dear Dan, . 

Thank you for all ofyour work on the Vice Presidential debate. Your 
role as a surrogate was instrumental in the post-debate commentary. I truly 
appreciate your visibility, support, 'and hard work following the debate .. My 
performance was only part of the debate team effort. Your involvement was 
t;;rucial in allowing us to do the best job possible. , . 

, This has been an exciting year for all of us, but one that hns taken 
. 

many additional hours of work. I sincerely appreciate all of your efforts 
especially all of the extra time you have put in during the past few weeks. I 
hope you areas proud as I am of your labors on, behalf of the Clinton-Gore 
campaign. 

, Dan, you were an integral part of our team. Again, I-thank you for 

giving up so much ofyour time to help me. ' 


Action Of'f'lce: 
Referral 

Paid for by The Democratic National Committee' 

o .... 
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. 0 F Fie E 0 F TH E V ICE PRE SID E N T 

WASHINGTON 

October 29, 1998 

The Honorable Dan Glickman 
Secretary of Agriculture 
United States Department of Agriculture 
Washington, DC 20250 

Dear Secretary Glickman: 

Thank: you for your letter of support to the Vice President Gore to be the guest speaker at 
the Yeshiva Beth Yehudah's annual dinner on November 15, 1998. . 

The VicePresident sincerely appreciates your interest in his attendance, but, 
unfortunately, other commitments prevent him from accepting your invitation. The 
Vice President is disappointed t.o miss the opportunity to join you, and he has asked that I convey 
to you his·best wishes for a successful event. ~ 

Thank: you again for your letter. Please feel free to contact my office again with future 
requests or questions. Best wishes. 

Sincerely, . 

~Gl~ 

Lisa A. Berg 
Director of Scheduling and Advance 

1111111111111 

SA04065563 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER . 
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THE PRESIDENT'S CRIME PRE.VENTU)N" COUNCIL 
< < r 

;~. (~. 
(\ <, 0 

\. '.j ,."', . '_".;Vice President Al Gore '.'.'. :. .,', . 
,:,."ChairfJ1i::m 

- .... -., . --~"-" 

_.. ' ~ .'.­

February 12, 1997 

The Honorable Daniel R. Glickman· 
< Secretary 

U. S. Department of Agriculture 

Room 2oo-A 

Whitten Building 

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, D. C. 20250 


< Dear Secrc::tary Glickman: 

I am pleased to announce the appointment of Jean Nelson as the new Director of the 
President's Crime Prevention Council. < 

Jean's can:er reco~d reveals an active and longstanding involvement in public servIce. 
She comes, to us after having served in a number of distinguished official posts, < < 

< including General Counsel for the Environmental Protection Agency, Counselor to the 
Administrator of EPA and Chief Deputy Attorney General for Tennessee. Prior to< 

that, Jean spent thirteen years in private practice while still fmding time and energy to 
participate in community and professional activities. 

We are fortunate to have Jean join us as we beginthis new term and work to increase 
the significance and visibility of the Council's efforts in addressing the very iniportant< 

issue of cidme prevention. I know that Jean will provide excellent leadership for us 
and hope you will give her your full support. 

Thank yOil! for your contribution to the Council thus far. I look forward to seeing 

each of you at our next Council Meeting. 


l~ 
< 

< Action OCCice: osee 

RCCTirI 
* 

~IHin ~1I1 Lf 
3 1 2 4<5 4 4 * 

736 Jackson Place. NW, Washington. DC 20503 
Tel. 202-395-5555 • Fax 202-395-5567 



* ; ; '----_._' --­v 
PRE SID E N T ~--------.--'- .. -".-----..-.THE VICE 

WASHI NGTON . ~t.' Frlt~* , F'+S 
, July 20, 1995 

The Honorable Dan Glickman 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mrrary: ~.~. 
,Thank you for your letter regarding the newly formed U.S. - South Afdca 

Binational Commission. As you know, Deputy President Mbeki and I co-chair the 
'Commission, and the five committees that make up the Commission are co-chaired by 
senior cabinet officials. 

I was pleai;antly surprised to learn of AgriCulture's efforts in South Africa. In 
particular, the Cochran Fellowship Program seems especially promising. I appreciate 
your enthusiasm for our work with South Africa and I fullyunderstand yourinterest in 
establishing a sixth committee on Agriculture arid Rural Development. Since 
agriculture matters are now under the purview of the Human Resources Development 
and EdUcation CI)mmittee I would want to consult with the U.S. Chairman, Brian 
Atwood, concerning your idea. If there is consensus on the U.S. side that a sixth 
committee would be useful, I will broach the subject with Deputy President Mbeki at our 
meeting in South Africa in October. 

'Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me 

osee 
£> 

.3083 8 G 7 * 

Sincerely, 

AG:rht 
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2l A 8: SO 
•• ,- ·'"0 f r- ....* . THE VICE PRESIDE-KJT:.:;·----- ­

* WA$ HI N G TO N-----..-------·-·------..·-·, 

Action OCCice: 
Referral 

July 24, 1995 

Osee 
secretary Dan Glickman Code: b 
U.s. Department of Agriculture, #200A 
14th Street & Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250 111111 111111" If 

*3 0 8 3 8 1 9 * 

Dear Dan: 


On beha,lf of my family, I want to thank you for your concern 
and thoughtfulness during my mother's recent illness. The many 
messages of support that we have received are of great'importance 
to her and t.o all of our family, and we sincerely appreciate 
hearing from you. 

Despite! the very serious situation that my mother faced-­

including a heart attack, stroke and brain surgery--she never, 

lost the confidence, hope and personal strength that have 

inspired all of ·those who have kpown and loved her over the 

years. Weare thankful for. the progr.ess . she· has made and look 

forward to her full recovery. The knowledge.of your friendship 

and concern is an essential element in the healing process. 


Again, thank you for your kind message. Please accept. my 

very best wishes, for the future. 


Sincerely, 

t& 

. Al Gore 

.' AG/wem 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

http:knowledge.of
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'* - ._ ... -_-:.-..,- -' -«~-
, __ ......._._..-_ .. , THE V ICE PRE SID E NT 

WASHINGTON 

* 
August n, 1995 

Action Off ice: osee 
Referral Code: b 

The Honorable Dan Glickman , 

Secretary, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 
 11111 illill l fAdministration Building, Room 200A '*3 0 8 4 84 0 .*
.14th Street & Independence Ave., SW 

Washington, OC '20250 


Dear Secretary Glickman: 

Thank you for your enthusiastic participation in the White House Community Empowerment 
Conference. :Many participants of the conference applauded the participation by senior Administration 
officials at the conf~:rence. 

I also greatly appreciate the support of your department to the President's ~werment Zone 
,and Enterprise Community initiative. The continued commitmenfof staff and additional program 
funds and the promjJt responses' to requests for vwivers and barrier removal have been - and will 
continue to be - critical to the success of the initiative. Please do not hesitate to CalIon me if I can 
be of assistance to you in facilitating your agency's finther achievement in the program. 

Sincerely,./IL., 

Al Gore 

AGlkg 
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THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 

.. WASHINGTON, D.C. .. 

·20250'0100 
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Unitied States Department of Agriculture Office of the Secretary 



/0 
May 12,1997 

The third U.S.-South Africa Binational Commission in CapeTown was a 
I '. . 

resounding SUCCI3SS. President Clinton and I ,extend our thanks for your contribution to 
the remarkable progre~s made' in U.S.-South Africa bilaterafrelations. . . 

Together 'Nith olr South African colleagues, we have built upon the successes of 
I 

the past two U.S,,-'South Africa Commission meetings and have witnessed its rapid 
. . I . . 

maturation. Initi, short existence, the Commission has made significant progress in a 
number of areas, inclu~ing trade negotiations and the initiation of several joint . . 
programs.WhilE~ the ~ulbright scholarship agreement, bilateral tax treaty, and the 
Globe agreement were perhaps the most visible outcomes of this meeting, many other 
important projects wer~ initiated as well. , . . 

I. . 
Cape Town was a great team effort! Please convey my personal thanks to your 

staff and to Frankie Kihg,~!Ia§ Smith, Shirley Watkins, Thomas Amontree and Floyd. 
Horn for their contributiionsto our partnership with South Africa. 

j 

* 

* 
 * 

. . 

The Honorable Dan Glickman 
Secretary .... I . . 
Department of Aqriculture

~. I 
14th & IndependHnce Avenue, SW 
Room 200A I. 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

AG:pj 

JJa 

. AI Gore 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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THE V ICE PRE SID EN T 

WASHINGTON 

October 30, 1995·. 

The Honorable D'3n Glickman 

The Secretary of Agriculture 


· Washington, D.C. 20250 


· Dearsecr~lickman: ", ­
Prime Minister Chernomyrdin and I discussed preparations for the sixth meeting 

of our Joint Commission when we met in Bangor, Maine, earlier this month. We agreed 
that the committees should inventory problems not yet being dealt with and use the 
time between now and the Commission meeting in late January to address them. ., 

. The January meeting is anil11portant opportunity not only to further our current· 

· agenda but also to break new ground on unresolved issues.· I am asking each 

· committee co-chair to work with his or her Russian counterpart to identify areas where 

progress might be made between now and January. In particular, I hope you will join 

. together with other committees to resolve concerns that cut across committee lines. 


. .. 

. While I rei:llize that the political season in Moscow may complicate these efforts, .. 
I believe that we must maintain the Commission's momentum~ The way to do this is to . 
continue to show concrete results on the toughest issues in our commercial and 

. technical relationship. . . 
. . . '.. :.' . 

I have asked· Leon Fuerth to meet with the committee points of contact soon to . 
. discuss committe~e priorities and agendas for the next three months .. , look forward 
. once again to wmking with you all in putting together another highly successful 

Commission meE:tting. . 

......•• SiAnce... re,y, 

.~ 

AI Gore 

AGlrs 




. THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 

. WASHINGTON, D.C. . . 

20250-0100 



~nittd ~tatts ~mQtf 

WASHINGTON. DC %0510 

. .. December I, 1998 

The Honorable Albert Gore 

President of the United Swes SeDate 

Offic;e of Legislative AJfairs· . 

S·:U2 U.S. Capirol Br:rilding 

Washington, D.C. 20·510 


Re: EX 2O(~OOl B~k.fast 

Dear Mr. Vice President: .. 

We ~writing to n:qlJlest that you ifltfuc1e S20million in (undjng (or school breakfast research . 
. pilots as pan of the F1( 2000 budgeL As you know. the Senate version of the child nu.trition . 

reaudJorization act of 1998 included mandeJory funding for this important research project..The 

House: Confems~ although having included an authorizatIon for the school breakfast research . 

project in their versiotil of the child nutrition reauthorization act of 1998,adamandy opposed . 

pwviding mandatory funding for the school breakfast research project. Instead, the House 

Conferees insisted that fundin, be provided. dtrough the annual appropriations process. 


Reseaa=h done. to date indiciltes a. positive correlation betwe:e:n school breakfa..t{ and educa.tional . 
achievement. The Stare of MinncsoU1, for example. has dorie a. pilo[ on school breakfast programs' 

· that indicates where bi~;sts are provided, ''there is a. ,cneral inc~;ase in composite math ilnd 
· readin, percentile scotes:' Fwther. visits to the nurse are reduc:ed. "S[udenlS are more energetic a[ 

the start of the day:' a:nd, "cliUse, at the pilot situ lose less educa.tional time duero discipline. 
problen"CI." Other scudic5 done by Rutgers University and· Hilrvard Univ~rsity have had similar , 
results. Further ~sell;'Ch. of a more riitn"OUS nature involved in this project, is very important tQ 
e'lfiltuate the benefitS rJllat mily result from universal school bn:~fl15ts. 

. Given the resources ""'ci are devoting to improvinl education in the Uniced Sril[e!.wefeel it is 
· important to move fot-ward as quickly as P9~llibte on [he school bre:tkfast research pilots. . . 

Thank you very much, for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
• 

~ ~n~".",... 
. United StOlle:$ Senate 

United States Senate 
POllrick Le:ahy 



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 


WASHINGTON. D.C. 20250 


Mar~h 22, 1999 
t' 

MEMORANDUM FORTHE VICE PRESIDENT 

From: Secret2lry Dan Glickman 

Subject: Status of US Food Aid Shipments to Russia 

During his visit this week, I expect Deputy Prime Minister Kulik to request 
significant additional amounts of commoditi~s under our Russian humanitarian assistance 
initiative. Because of the amounts iiwolved and because he may well raise this issue with 
you, I want to be sure you are up to date on this situation. 

Since returning from Moscow a month ago, I have received two letters from him 
" asking for an additional, $100 million to finance purchases of vegetable (soybean) oil and' 

tallow to Russia's private sector. In recent days, I have been informed he may increase the 
size of his request for vegetable oi I and may ask for another sizeable amount ofwheat; 

, taken together, his requests could total. approximately an additional $800 million above' 
the $-1 billion agreement we reached last fall. 

I will explore Mr. Kulik's ideas with him when he comes for your Commission' 
meetings, but exped: to tell him that a decision on can come only after we - the 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) - have consulted with other interested agencies and 
afte'r USDA has am2lssed some positive experience in delivery of the current shipments 
within Russia. , Nonetheless, generally speaking, I would support adding to the package as 
requested, assuming that our initi~1 experience with internal distribution is satisfactory. 

The first delivery under our agreement arrived March 12, 1999; roughly 1,000 tons 
of planting seed~ . USDA has also scheduled shipments of wheat as'well as tenders for the 
purchase of meats, soybeans, and corn. While I am sympathetic to Russia's request for 
increases to the agreement, I also believe we should make a final decision only after we 
have begun to estab~ish a track record of succ~ssful distribution within Russia. 

In implementing our food aid agreements covering the delivery of 3; 1 million tons 
of commodities to Russia, USDA has tried carefully to balance the need to move quickly 
with the necessity to undertake unusual.and comprehensive measures to guard against 
diversion of commodities rom their intended recipients. Indeed, our measures to prevent 
diversion of commodities or the local currency proceeds from those commodities are 

AN EOUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 



Memorandum for the Vice President 
From Secretary Glickman on Russian Food Aid 

March 22, 1999 

unprecedented in any USDA food aid program. We have completely retooled the 
documentary reporting we require so that reporting will take place while the commodities 
are actually in the distribution chain rather than after the fact. USDA and the,embassy in 

" Moscow are organizing a country team monitoring effort that will involve several newly 
assigned employees, and also involve staff from the consulates and other u.s. government 
offices around Russia. A U.S.-Russian ,working group will meet weekly to review the ' 
progress of distribution and determine remedies in the event of any problems. 
Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur, as well media both here and in Russia, have shown great, 
sensitivity to potential diverSIons of U.S. commodities. 

In this context, the assurances 1received from Prime Minister Primakov when I met 
with him are extremely important. When 'I met with him in Moscow, he indicated his 

, personal determina1tion that all the commodities be successfully delivered to the intended 
recipients. He also informed me that the Ministry of the Interior is establishing a separate 
unit to monitor deliveries of U.S. and EU food aid. This will be an intensive effort 
involving guards for each shipment. 

I expect to report on the status of the food assistance during the Commission 
, sessions. Since it isvery possible that the Russian side will raise the issue of additional 

assistance, I wanted to provide this background to you. ' 

" 



DEPARTMENT. OFAGRICULTURE 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20280. 

. 
SCHEDULING R1~QUEST FOR THEVICE PRESIDENT 

June 9, 1997 
TO:· 	 Kim Tilley 


Direetor of Scheduling . 


. THROUGH: 	Kris Balderston ' .. 
Cabiirlet.Affairs 

FROM: Dan Glickman . 

. Secri:taryof Agriculture 


SUBJECT: 	 Wate:r 2000 Initiative -- Nationwide Award Announcements' 

. ISSUE: 
Decision regarding attendance and/or involvement by the Vice President in Water 2000 event 

. DATE: 

June 30, 1997. 


LOCATION: 

.See attached list for potential sites. 


DISCUSSION: .. . 
Across the country, more than 400,000 rural families (roughly one million people) are without 
the basic necessity of safe, affordable running water in their homes. Water 2000 is the 
Administration's Initiative to bring water to these Americans by the year 2000. In the summer of 
'1994, USDA propoi;ed to coordinate and focus its efforts with those of private citizens, 
businesses, foundations, nonprofit organizations and tribal, State and local governments, and 

. other Federal agencies to address this inequity before the end of the' century. 
. -'. 	 ' .. 

" " 	 . 

Ontv1onday, ,June30,USDA will hold the second arlnualroll-out ofWater 2000 safe drinking .. 
. water projects:~ Duimg'last y~ar's first roll-out, we awarded more than $60 million to' 54 projects 

in35 states.fpar-ti(:ipated in a Water 2000 project in Hannibal, Missouri las! year and was 
pleased with the results. In fact, overall the Administration we received strong local and 
statewide media coverage of the 1996 roll-out. This year, we have the potential of doing even 
better.' USDA will award a total of more than $150 million to some 80 targeted, high priority 
Water 2000 projecti. in 40 states. 

Oncea~ain, an announcement event willbe held in each participating state. Water 2000 is a 

AN eOUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 



. 	 . 

.' 	 .. . 	 . ',' .. . . 

grass roots initiative! and we are again aiming for the great bulk of the activity to happen at the .. 
community level. Pilltlouncements regarding this effort are being planned and coordinated within 
Rural Development. " 

The Water 2000 awards are targeted toaddress water needs related to'basic public health, 
economic development, and fire protection activities in some ofthe nation's most persistently 
poor and under served areas. These areas include the "Colonias" along the U.S. border with. 
Mexico; Native American reservations, rural Alaskan villages, regions such as the Mississippi 
Delta and the Appalachian mountains and -- significantly -.. EmpowermentZones (EZ), 
Enterprises Communities (EC), and Champion Communities (CC), which are also the 
Administration's priorities. USDA has proposed the Vice President annOunce all Rural 
Development proje<:ts usiilgEZIEC earrnarkedfunding under the FY97. Agriculture'" 
Appropriations Act at the Southwest Regional Border Conference ill Edinburg, Texas, June 13 ­
14. The Vice PresiCilent's announcement will include EZIEC projects marked for the Water 2000 
roll-out. 

. In the second year of the roll-out, we are again highlighting the good work that this 
Administration has been doing for rural Americans. We are demonstrating our ability to make 
important things haJ~pen..' , . 

OPTIONS: 

1. The Vice President attends a Water 2000 eventand announces the nationwide rollout. 

Pro: 	 By having the Vice President participate in a Water 2000 event, this would help to 
amplified the message on the Administration's important work on this 
Presi:dentialinitiative for Rural America. 

Con: 	 NoDt~. 

2. The Vice Et:esident issues a news release regarding the roll-out of Water 2000. 

Pro: 	 Adds emphasis to this important Administration initiative. 

Con. 	 Noni~~ 

RECOMMENDAtION:. . . 

I recommend option 1, that the Vice President attend at a Water 2000 event, and announce the 

nationwide rollout. 


DECISION: 

Approve: 

DIsapprove: 
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Tl'fFvrC'E--P-R-e 's l'DE'NT 
WASHINGTON 

January 27, 1998 

Secretary Dan Glickman 
U-S. Department of Agriculture 
14th Street & Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, D.C, 20250 

" SAD'tDD33SbDear~!?!i:;! 
As you may know, last week, I participated in a service honoring the 

life and Kegacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., at Ebenezer Baptist Church in 
Atlanta. I was deeply honored to be the guest of Mrs. Coretta Scott King and 
the King family. 

America has taken great strides in fighting racism and'injustice; 
howevel', our nation still has far to go before achieving Dr. King's dream. 
What W4: do today will determine what will become ofthat dream tomorrow. 
At the s4!rvice, I spoke about how our country must continue to strive for the 
vision Dr. King chaIlenged us to seek. I thought you might be interested in 
reading my remarks. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 



,,~ , 

REMARKS AS DELIVERED BY VICE PRESIDENl' ALBERT GORE, JR. 

EBENEZER BAPTIST CHURCH, ATLANTA 


DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY 

. MONDAY, JANUARY 19, 1998 


Today;, we honor the memory ofMartin Luther King, Jr•• and. rededicate ourselves to his 
work. Thirty years ago, the first eulogies to Dr. KingrecaJ.led what Was said in Genesis by the 
brothers ofJoi;eph: '13ehold, this dreamer cometh. Come now therefore, and let us slay him..aD.d 
cast bini into !lome pit..anci we shall see what win become ofhis dreams:' 

Thirty years later, that is stin the. question: what will become ofDr. King's dream? 
. . 

It is mlmc that some of the modem apostleS ofapathy now misappropriate Dr. King's 
own words to sUpport their assertion that the struggle for justice in which he led us is nearly over . 

. - that the time has come fOr our policies to. be, in their phrase, "color-blind." 

So lees start at the beginning: what is raCiSm? Is it merely a mistake in reasoniug, an 

erroneous coIlclusion based on faulty logic which, once corrected, can be banished ftom·human 


. society? Or is it something much deeper and more pow~ more threatening and more . 

persistent? 


Dr. King taught us that as human beings, we are vulnerable to the sin ofracism. As a 
yOUng m.aD; be studied the teachings ofthe theologian Reinhold Niebuhr, who had written .that it 
is foolish to regard raci.sJ:r4 in his words. "as a mere vestige ofbubarism· when it it in fact a 
per:petual soutce ofconflict in human life." NiebUhr criticized those who "wrongly drew the 
conclusion. .. that racial prejudice is a form ofignorance which could be progressively dispelled 
by enlightenlnent Racial prejudice,tt he said, "is indeed a fonn of iIrationality; but it is not as 
capricious as modem univcna1ists assume.· 

. What is it about human nature that creates this persistent vulnerability to the sin of
. racism? . ... 

First and foremost, the Bible teaches us, in the words ofthe Apostle 10hn: "Ifwe say that.. 
we have no Elm, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us." 

. .. 

The 13ible also teach~ that we have the capacity to ovci.-come evil with good. We're . 
called upon tto.choose. In the words of the famous hymn: 

"Onc;e to f'Net:y man andoation 

Comes the DIOIIleIlt to decide . 

In the strife for truth and falsehoOd 

For the good or evil side." 


Thee" is a teDdeo.cy, rooted in buman nature, to group up with thoSe who look like 

ourselves. In the Apoa:ypha, which is part ofCatholic acriptuJ:e, it is written: "ftesh consorteth 


http:teDdeo.cy


aeco~g to kind, and a man will cleave to his like." 

, So eV(:D though we undcrstandthat divenrityis an enriching and ennobling'streDgth. in 
creating an integrated society, it is foolish and naive to imagine that our differences will 
disappear and relinquish their claims upon us. Indeed. our challenge is to appreciate and 
celebrate our differences. 88 a necessary preb.ide to transcending them in order to join together in 
celebrating what we all have in common 88 cbildfen ofGod. 

That does not mean that we ignore difference. Indeed, we ignore it at our peril Dr.lohn 
Hope FrankliJl has taught that the single most important lesson ofhis long life ofscholarship is 
that race is al'ways present Pretending it is not is n8ive. But ifpropedy acknowledged and . 
responsibly ailld. sensitively dealt with, race can be transcended. 

.It is fEll from easy to acknowledge and celebrate differences while simultaneously . 
. . 	transCending them, because differences lllIl<»li people automatically carry the potential for ' 
unleashing the human imPulse to compare. to magnify whatever feeliilgs ofinsecurity, or 
abandonment, or loss each individual feels in his or her soul. 

Why did Cain slay Abel? 

He fellt "disrespected" - because God regarded his offerings difl'etmtfy from those of 

Abel. "It caDle to pass..~ that cam roBe up against Abel his brother, and slew him. " 


. , Why iW8810seph, resplendent in his coat ofmany colors, thrown into that pit and left for 
dead by his brothen? 

They felt "disrespected" because their father regarded them diffen;ntly ttom 1oseph. Why 
do so many young men on the streets With empty lives and loaded guns slay their brothers? They 
tell us time and again that their brothers "disrespected" them. And often what they are really 

. 	feeling is that their fathers disrespected them by abandoning their mothers and them. ' 

Those who are quick to feel disrespected often have a spiritual vacuum in their lives, 
because they feel disconnected to the love ofthcir Father in HeavCIL False gods force their way 
into the hole in their hearts. They search for me8ning and respect in trivial forma of~up 
id.entific8tiOIL Rival gangs adopt rival colors. The slight difference between a blue bandana ~' 
a red bandana has led to the senseless loss ofmany lives. 

What is the difference between the Hutus and the Tuw? Outsiders who visit Rwanda 
have diffictd,ty telling them apart. ,But their slight differences have served as a trigger for an 
horrific genclCide. 

, . 	 . . 

Look: at Bosnia. Ther::c. too, outsiders can't tell the different groups apart. Look at 
Northern Ireland, the Middle Bast, Chccbnya, Nogomo-Karabakkh, and a hundred 9therp1aces 
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. ' 

. that dot the bri:>ken landscape'ofour'hurting world. In all these places, slight diffen:nces have 

served as an e:(cuse to unleash the evil that lies coiled iIi the human soul. 
'. . 

. .' . 

Sometimes it seems that the smaller the difference, the more explosive the Violence.. At 
. the begiDniDg·ofthis century. our greatest scientist, Albert Binstein, taught us that the most 
powerful and ,destructive force on earth is found in the smallest contairulr, so small we 'can't even 
see it with the naked eye - the atom. Controlling our Vulnerability to racism is every bit as 
Cntci.al to the jfUture ofhumankind as controlling the power of the atom. 

, Our nation was founded on the basis ofa highly sophisticated understanding ofhum.an 

'nature, which took our vulnerability to sin into account That's why we have checks .and 

balances, in a ConstitUtion that has been emulated by freedom-loving people allover this earth. ' 


One oj[ our founders, lames Madison, wrote these words: "So strong is this propensity of 
mankind to faU into mutual animosities that..the most frivolous and fancifuldistinctions have' 
been' sufficien;t to kindle their unfriendly passions and excite their most violent cOnfiicts...The 
latent causes ... are .•.soWn in the nature ofman; and...cannot be removed...Relief is only to be 
~ught in...COllltrollingits effects ... The majority ...must be rendered...unable to ... carry into effect 
~emes of0l.pression." " 

,As we: have struggled throughout our history to perfect our union, slavery and other 

manifestations ofvirulent racism have stained our national conscience. 

1_. 

, When the Cherokees were forced. on their fateful trail of tears.: When Mexican-
Americans w,ere forcibly removed from their farms and ranches. When Irish immigrants 
escaping famine encountered signs in Boston saying "no dogs or Irish allowed.II When innocent 
and loyallap:mese-Americans were imprisoned at the outset ofWorld War n. and when 
Hispanic het'()es ofWorld War n- who helped i110ur soldiers end the Holoca~ against 
millions ofB11lI'Ope8D Jews and the mass murder ofhundreds of thousands ofChinese - when . 
, these heroes 4~e home, they were denied buiial in military cemeteries~' . 

But U:l the afteni1ath ofthat war ~ a war in which Americans ofall racial and ethnic 
backgrounds joined together to defeat the racist rulers ofNazi Germany and Imperlallapan -:­
minority gI'011PS were emboldened to insist that America live up to our values.' 1'hurg9Od 
Marshall1edthe charge in our courts. And the mass movement led by Dr. Martin Luther King, 
lr. gave us a chance to redeem our nation's soul. And much progress has been made. 

Yet now we hear voices in America arguing that Dr. King's struggle is over - that we've .. 
, reached the Jlromised land. Maybe they're just carried away bythe anival ofthe Milleamium. . 
Maybe they lire deluding therBselvesthat when the calendar turns to the year 2000. man will be 
perfected.. Tiley'dbett« cheCk thm computers. .. 

" Thost'people who now call for the end ofpolicies to promote equal opportunity say 
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there's been Sio much progress that no more such efforts are juatified. But they fail ~ recognize , 
that the tap root ofracism is almost 400 y~ long. " 

When I ~as 8 ye&nI old. in the little town ofCarthage, Tennessee. my family and I lived ' 
in a little hOUiie on Fisher Avenue, balfway up a hill., At the top ofthe hin was a big old 
nlansion. One day, as the property was changing bands. the neighbors were invited to an open 
house. My fa.ther said: ·Come, son, I want to show you something.· And we walked up the hill 
and intO the ~t'Ont door. ' " 

, ' , 

But m.stead ofdwelling in the parlor, or the ornate dining room, or on the grand staircase, 
my father took me down to the basement and pointed to the dark, dank stone walls - and the cold 
metal rings Ull a,row. ' " 

Slave rings. 
, " 

We'vt.) left Bgypt, but don't tell ~e wdve arrived in Canaan 
, . 

Don~ tell me'that our persistent vulnerability to racism has suddenly disappeared, and 

that we now live in a color-blind sOciety. ' , 


,What would Dr. King see ifhewere here with us and walked out ofthis church. taking uS ' 
on a tour ofAmerica in 19981 

. I belic,ve Dr. King would be proud that in the past 30 years, we have cut in balfthe gap 

between blaCIc earnings and whiteeamings. 'But I believe he would not let ~ forget that the 

wealth ofblack and HispaniC households still averages less than one-tenth that ofwhitc 

households. ' , ' 

I beWwe he would be proud that African-American employment is at its highest level in 
history, and Afticu-American poverty is at its lowest level in history; Thanks to President 
Clinton, all Americans Ire rising with the tide ofa stronger economy. But I believe Dr. King' , 

, would not let us forget that African Al:nericans stilleam roughly 62 cents on each dollar that 
white Ameril::anJ earn; he would not let us forget that black \Dlemploymetlt is still twice as high 
as \Dlemployment for whites. , 

i believe Dr. Kirig would'be proud that the gap in high school graduation between bti.cb '. 
and whites has now been virtually eliminaiecl - and that more African Americans are ioin& to , ' 

; college than ever before in American history. But I believe he would not let us forget ~ the 
drop-()ut raUl among Hispanic Americans is still eight points higher, with barely halffinisbina 
hiah school, andfat' fewer goinaon to college.· . . . 

,Ifhe were here today, I believe he would be proud that this,admiIdstratiOa has Ippointed 
more blacks" more Hispania;. more Asian Americans, more Native Americans to Cabinet 
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. positions and jtldgesbips and other high posts than ev~ before in American history. But I also " 
believe that he would not let us forget that in,so many places and professions. the glass ceiling 
still has not bei:n shattered. . 

. ~ '. '. . . 
I believe he would be proud to see how much we have done. to banish discriminatiOn from ' 

·our laws. But J[ believe he would tell us that we still have much to do in banishing discrimination 
from our hearU;. and much still to do in enforcing the laws that are on our books. 

, That is why I'm pleased to announce tod8y that President Clinton and I are proposing. as 
part ofhis initiative on race, the largest single increase in the enforcement ofour civil rights laws 
• in nearly two d,ecades. Through new reforms and through heightened conimitment to 

enforcement, we will seek to prevent discrimination before it occurs, and punish those who do 

discriminate in. employment. educatioD; housing, health care. and in access for those with 

disabilities. TIus is a priority, that is why it receives such an enOmlOUS increase in at. very tight 

budget. 


I belie\re Dr. King would be proud ofhow diverse our culture has become - with people 

ofall races and ethnicities listening to each other's music, reading .each other's books, living and 

workingtogetJlC::r. But I believe he would be disappointed by how destructive and dangeroUs 


· some ofour cultUre has become - with gunS, drugs, and violence against women tOo often taking 
the place of fainilY7-faith, and community. I think he would find unacceptable the number of 
broken homes and the failure ofso many fathers to accept responsibility for their children. I 

· think he woulcl be heart-brokento see the devastation in too many innor-city communities, with . 
boards still covering the windows and doors ofsome places burned in anger and griefthree 

, decades &go. ' ' 

. In themovio "Orand Canyon." the character played by Danny Glover Surveys a desolate 

portion ofSO\lth Central Los Angeles and says, "it's not supposed to be this way. II :, 


Two thousand yean ago, the Apostle Paul explained why it is this way:" Allbave turned 
aside, togethcr they have gone wrong." 

, So it is appropriate on this day to focus on the wotk that remains to.be done. 

, And I believe Dr. KiDg would Urge us to get busy and that he woul4 be proud that for 
people ofalllt'8Ce8, Creeds, and colora, his birthday is a day ofnational reconciliation and service. 
But I believe he would be genuinely surprised that. as Mayor Campbell said, some who actively 
oppose his agenda roll his words and phrases off their tongues even as they try to roll back equal 
.opportunity. 

The pbraso "the content ofour character" takes on a different meaning wheu it is used by 
those who pretend that that is all we need to establish a color-blind society. They use their color 
blind the way duck hunters use their duck blind. They bide behind the phrase and hope that we, 
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like the ducks, won't be able. to see through it. ' 

Theyre in favor ofaffinnative action ifyou can dunk the basketball or sink a tbree-point 
shot. But they're not in favor ofit ifyou merely have the potential to be a leader of your ' 
commUnity mld bring people together. to teach people who are hungxy for knowledge, to heal 
families who :need medical care. So I say: we see through your color blind. 

Amazing Grace also saved me; 

Was color-blind but now I see. 


The Gospel ofLuke tells us'of JesuS's reaction to people who, willfUlly refuse to See the 
evidence befCll"c their eyes: "When ye see a cloud rise out ofthe West, straightway ye say, 'there 
cometh a sho'wer; and sO it is. And when ye see the South wind blow, ye say, there will be heat; , 
and it cometh to pass. Ye hypocrites. ye can discern the face of the sky and of the Earth; how is 
it that you do not discern this time?" 

"Man sees on the outside, God sees Qn the inside." 

I beliiwe tl1at God bas a plan for the United States ofAmeriCa, and bas since our 

fu~. " , 


Our mission has, always been ,to advance the cause of liberty and to prove that religious. 

political, and economic freedom, ate the natural birthright ofall men and women, and that 

freedom unlClcks a higher ftaction of the human potential than any other way oforganizing

humin 8OCiel~. ' ' , . ' , 

I believe in my heart that our nation also bas another. closely-related mission...; one that 
we did not fbUy understand when we counted each slave as three-fifths ofa person - a mission 
we began to glimpse through a glass, darldy, is the tenible Civil War approached, 

I believe tbatGod has given the people ofour nation not only a chance, but a mission to 

prove to mell and women throughout this world that people ofdifferent racial and ethnic 

backgroUllda:, ofall'faiths and creeds, can not only work and live together, but can enrich and 

ennoble both themselvC8 and our common purpose. 


We learned in school about the "lowest common denominator;" America is about the 

highest Common d~m;nator•. ' 


. , 

That is why Dr. King loved this country. He often spoke about "tho glory ofAmerica, 
with all its faults." Bven as he was persecutcd., even as he was jailed, oven as he was hunted, he 
spoke ofthe: "glory ofAmerica, with all its faults." During the bus boyC()tt, he said, "We are not 

, wrong. ••If~'e am wrong. the Constitution ofthe United States is wrong. Ifwe are wrong, GOd 
Almighty is wrong," ". , 
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. . . , , 

When the Supreme Court then struck down segi-egatcd transportation. he quickly defined ­
the victory as "not a victory for colored folks; Oh no, don't make the victory that small; that was 
a victory for justice and goodwilll" 

And mlm the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, he told us ofhis dream that America woul~ 
. "Jive out the true meaning ofits cn:ed." . 

He was, a patriot and always believed, as we do today, that America is fudeed the last, 

best hope ofhumankind.-So just as we reProach the apostles ofapatby who tell us our work is 


- done, let ,us col!ld~ those who spread hatred ofAmerica - those disciples ofdivision who . 
preach a separatist philosophy and call peopleofadifferent race "devils." To them, I commend . 
the words of Dt'. King when he said: "Let us not seek to satisfy .our thirst for freedom by drinking 
from the cup of bitterness andh.atrecL" . 

The iJ.t;~ves to bitterness and hatred are understanding and empathy. And we must 

rise to this challenge with our hearts as well as our minds. We must use,- in Niebuhr's phrase, 

"every stratagem ofeducation and everyresource of religionll to promote understanding and 

mutual respect. And in our hearts, we must nurture empathy. . .. 


In 195~',Dr. King quoted Gandhi in saying that lithe appeal ofreason is more to the head; 
but the penetni.tion of the heart comes from suffering. It opens up the inner understanding in 
man." . -. . 

He said ofhis approach to the white majority: "The Negro all ~ver the South must Come 
to the point that he can say to his white brother. We wiU match your capacity to inflict suffering . 
with our capadty to endtJ:fe suffering. We will meet your physical force with soul force. We 
will not hate you, but we will not obey your evil laws. " 

Many iidiculed his reliance on what he called "the weapon ofnon-violent protest." But 
the white maj(lrity. I promise you, came to understand his humanity and the justice orhis cause 
through his reliance on "soul force." ­

In my ttradition. we believe the world has been transformed by the wilJ.ingneas ofJesus 
Christ to suffer on the cross. SufferlDg binds us together. and enables us to see what we have in 
collUDODt. and .whatwe are called upon to do. 

It can be summed up simply, as it was in the Gospel ofMatthC'N: "Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
greateSt commandment. _And the secoDd is like unto it, thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyse}f." 

So let 'lIS not weary in well~oing as we addreSs the unfinished agenda. . Let us make Dr. ­
King's dream our agenda for action. And remember, in the words of a hymn he loved: . 
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"In Cbrist.therc is DO east Or West. 

In him. no South or North, 

but oni' great fellowship oflove 

throughout the whole wide earth. 


. ." . 

loin 1UlD.ds, disciples ofth~ faith. 

whate'4~ your race may be. 

who serves my father as a child 

is surely kin to me." 


## ## ## 
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** THE VICE PRESIDENT· 

** . WASHI NGTON 

December 18, 1997 

The Honorable Dan Glickman 
Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

Dear Secretary Glickman: 

I congratulatle you, your managers, and employees on your policy regarding the family •. 
friendly workplace. I appreciate receiving the US. Department ofAgriculture Guide/or. 
Implementing the Family-Friendly Workplace that you have developed .. 

President Clinton and I are firmly committed to ensuring that federal employees will not 
have to sacrifice their families' well-being in order to perform well in the workplace. As your 
work on this important initiative progresses, I lookforward to learning from your experience, 
including specific examples of ways in which your managers have responded, how sue·cess is 
measured and rewarded, and how this policy has touched the lives of individual workers. 

, . .' 

'My staff will be in touch with your office in the near future so that we can continue to . 
build on your good work. 

Al Gore 

AG/ea 

Action O££ice: osec' 

.nerernl ire :11 iII ~ f 
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